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Bringing it back home: Sinixt film shown in Vallican
delighted to see the Sinixt return to
their homeland.
The Sinixt occupied the site of
their ancestral village in Vallican,
where they remain until this very
day. This is the longest peaceful
Indigenous occupation of land in
Canada. Recently, the BC government
offered James the official title of
caretaker for the site.
Eva Orr is featured prominently
throughout the film, particularly in
telling the Frog Peak legend in her
native language. Numerous other
elders, mostly women, also appear. “It
was the old gals,” said Marilyn. “They
were the ones who came.”
In 1995, Marilyn James was
named by Orr to become the ‘smum
iem matriarch,’ to take up the struggle
and be the spokesperson for the Sinixt
north of the Canada-USA border. She
took to the task with a vengeance, and
has been a tireless crusader ever since.
One of the first things she did was
work to return Sinixt remains to the
village site. They had six reburials to
do, so they reluctantly agreed to sign
an agreement with the ONA, as the
Sinixt had no legal status. By 1992,
48 reburials had taken place. This
work has continued over the years,
and there are now 64 reclaimed burials
at the site.
Early on, Robert Watt, caretaker
of the Vallican site, was deported from
Canada. Immigration officials simply
could not understand that he didn’t
want a work permit, didn’t want visitor
status, that he wanted the right to have
his transborder rights as a member
of the Sinixt nation recognized. The
argument carried no weight with
the courts. According to Kazimi,
“Canadian immigration authorities
considered Watt an American and
refused to accept him as an Indigenous
person because his people were
supposedly extinct. The case, Watt
v. Liebelt (1998), went all the way to
Canada’s Federal Court of Appeal,
garnering considerable media attention
and making Indigenous communities

across North America aware of the
Sinixt predicament.” The case dragged
through the courts for over 10 years.
“There’s been a lot of talk about
truth and reconciliation,” says James.
“It is not truth and reconciliation
when the government gives a tribal
people from another place land
within someone else’s territory.” The
Autonomous Sinixt, led by James, are
in constant battle with the Okanagan
Nation Alliance (ONA), the Ktunaxa
and the Secwépemc, who claim the
Sinixt homeland under the colonial
land claims process. They are also in
conflict with the Colville Confederated
Tribes (CCT), where the majority of
the Sinixt have been subsumed into
one large bureaucratic structure under
the control of the USA government.
In recent years, the CCT have
ramped up efforts to be recognized
in Canada. In 2010, they sent Rick
Desautels to shoot an elk in BC to
establish their hunting rights here.
Desautels was arrested, and his case
went all the way to the Supreme Court,
where it was determined the Sinixt
had a right to hunt here. This decision
was misconstrued by the CCT and the

media as erasing Sinixt extinction,
but in fact it did not. It determined
they had an ancestral right to hunt,
but it did nothing to change the Sinixt
status in relation to ownership of the
land. Nothing in the decision addresses
extinction.
One of the concerns James
expresses about the CCT and the other
tribes is, “They’re concerned about
rights to territories and resources,
but not about responsibilities.” She
believes they are driven by greed.
When James, local
environmentalists and their supporters
blockaded logging on Perry’s Ridge
in 2011, the CCT and the ONA
intervened against them in court,
and the Sinixt Nation Society lost
their case and ended up owing huge
amounts of money. This now makes
it impossible for the Sinixt to pursue
any other legal avenues. “You just
can’t do this sort of thing without Band
Council funding,” says James. Footage
from this blockade shows legendary
Sinixt headman Bob Campbell asking
the police, “Do you understand what
unceded means?” In 2016, Bob
Campbell and Robert Watt returned to
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by Moe Lyons
In 1989, the Sinixt returned to
Vallican to reclaim their territory.
In 2022, Sinixt matriarch Marilyn
James, along with filmmaker Ali
Kazimi, came to the Vallican Whole
Community Centre to present Beyond
Extinction: Sinixt Resurgence, a film
by Kazimi outlining Sinixt history on
this temxwula?xw (Sinixt territory).
“This, tonight, is full circle,” said
Kazimi. “It’s almost surreal.”
This beautiful and detailed film
chronicles the history of the Sinixt,
both recent and ancient. Using
archeological sources, archival
footage, and extensive interviews,
Kazimi tells the story of how these
people came to this area thousands
of years ago, were decimated by
smallpox and then the residential
school system, and eventually were
declared ‘extinct’ by the Canadian
government in 1956.
Several years ago, when Kazimi
first encountered the Sinixt, he was
invited to a thanksgiving celebration
on the land. He was fascinated by
their story, and started to make a film.
Funding not being available, he tucked
away his footage for a later time.
Finally, it has come to fruition.
“I couldn’t get over the idea of
bureaucratic extinction,” he said.
“It was jaw-dropping for me, the
casualness of the idea of extinction,
which was genocidal, pure and simple.
I was horrified. That’s why I came
here. The four days that I spent here
changed my life.”
The Sinixt are far from extinct,
and have been struggling since 1989
to reclaim their status in Canada. Once
they realized their ancestral village
in Vallican was to have a road built
through it, people came to Vallican
from Colville, where most of the
remainder of the Sinixt now live. As
elder Eva Orr said, “We better go and
see what’s going on there.” Led by
Orr, the Sinixt blockaded the road
construction. They were supported
by many local settlers, who were

Sinixt matriarch, Marilyn James.

Visitor Information – Pages 8 & 9

Colville, and the society disintegrated.
The stories told in this film are too
numerous to tell here. Unfortunately
for the general public, the film will
not be available for viewing until it
has worked its way through the festival
circuit. The local showings were made
possible only because Kazimi insisted
he had to bring it to the Kootenays
now.
Much of the discussion after the
film centred on what settlers can do.
Marilyn said, “…I would urge all
of you to do something. Every drop
counts… Stand up for this water. Stand
up for the land. Go up to the ArgentaJohnsons Landing Face and stand
with the people protecting that land…
You’re colonized. I’m colonized. We
have to work together to do better….
Get your friends to decolonize their
minds.”
As an example of what the Sinixt
are up against, she told of how the First
Peoples’ Cultural Council (FPCC),
whose mandate is “revitalizing First
Nations languages, arts and cultural
heritage in British Columbia,”
recently withdrew $150,000 they
continued on page 2
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Vax mandate behind West Koot bus driver shortage, committee hears
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
The West Kootenay’s public
transport system is facing a crisis of
public confidence if it can’t restore
full service in the Slocan and Arrow
Lakes region, a local government
transit committee heard earlier this
month.
“I beg of you to please make
some kind of public statement that

provides an explanation to people,
so it will relieve some of their
frustration and lack of confidence
in our ability to deliver this service,”
said Silverton Councillor Leah Main
at the May 4 meeting of the West
Kootenay Transit Committee.
Main said she’s recorded more
than 170 BC Transit cancellation
notices for bus runs on the NakuspSlocan Valley routes this spring.

Officials admitted up to 10% of
all runs have had to be cancelled
recently because of staffing
shortages – while service in Nakusp
stopped entirely for a while in
March.
“We are suffering a PR crisis
because of this,” added Main.
“And we need to make some kind
of public statement referencing the
reasons for this in general terms.
There’s lots of rumours going
around, there’s lots of frustration
and some anger and we are losing
credibility.”
Vax mandate started problem
Bus company officials point to
the provincial vaccine mandate and
security requirements for hampering
efforts to recruit new drivers.
“It has been a challenge, but
we’re working through it,” says
Trevor Statch, the CEO of NextGen,
the company that took over the BC
Transit contracts last fall for Nakusp
and the Slocan Valley. “We’ve
been delivering as much service as
possible.”
Stach says a week after taking
over the Nakusp-Slocan Valley
routes last October, the company
lost four full-time workers when the
provincial regulations requiring all
drivers to be fully vaccinated came
into effect. That amounted to “about
1/3 of the company workforce in
that system,” he told the committee
members. The transit committee is
made up of elected officials from
the RDCK and Regional District of
Kootenay Boundary.
“It has been a struggle to maintain
service in the system,” he said. “We
have been advertising for people
starting in September, knowing we

were [already] understaffed when
we were taking over in October.”
He says the company has been
bringing in drivers from other routes
to try to compensate, but in some
cases that’s been impossible.
“We are starting to see a
turnaround in our fortunes in terms
of staffing in that system,” Stach
said. “But the hardest hit area has
been Nakusp.”
Stach says the company
had received more than a dozen
applications since the fall to
make up the shortage, but few of
the prospects had the necessary
credentials to drive public transport.
Some people were hired and never
showed up for training. One person
who was hired to work in Nakusp
didn’t work out, and had to be let go
a few weeks later, he said.
“When we lost the sole driver
that existed in Nakusp, we lost all
service in Nakusp,” Statch said.
“…we had a gap there of a couple
of weeks where we didn’t have
anybody lined up to come up to
that system to provide any level of
service. We’re now back to a point
where we have been delivering a
couple of days a week of service to
that system.”
They have only just been able
to find two potential candidates for
replacement, he said.
Crim check delays
Another factor slowing
recruitment is the more intense
criminal record check candidates
have to go through because the job
entails serving vulnerable people.
The process can take up to three
months for a fingerprint check.
“And we had one in the East

Kootenay, was fingerprinted
in October and did not receive
approval until March,” Stach
told the committee. “So that is a
challenge as well. We can’t have
those people operating without the
proper criminal record check in
place.”
Stach says it’s not a unique
problem to the West Kootenay.
“We are doing everything we
can to try to make sure everyone is
notified about what’s going on,” he
said. “But we are fighting against the
fact that we are trying to recruit in a
small town. With a relatively small
population of residents, it’s hard to
find someone who can fit the mold.
“We are willing to take anybody
who is qualified at this point,” added
Stach. “… If anybody knows friends
or family who have Class 2 licences
and are willing to drive, please refer
them to us. We are desperate for
drivers…”
Another committee member said
it was time for regional government
to lobby the Province to ease the
vaccination restrictions.
“We’re starting to get back to
the new normal, or whatever we
are calling it,” said Salmo Mayor
Diane Lockwood, who has said
in the past she opposes vaccine
mandates. “Where do we stand with
how much we can put pressure... if
local government people can gather,
and some aren’t vaccinated, I’m not
sure why we can’t get back to hiring
people who are not vaccinated.”
Stach said he had to work with
the policy that has been set by
the public health officer, and the
company was working to fill gaps
without the policy being changed.

continued from page 1
had pledged to the Sinixt Cultural
Revitalization program. The Sinixt
were not considered eligible because
of their ‘extinct’ status. The Sinixt
were already well on their way with
this project, which involves language,
digital counter-mapping, finalization
of territorial maps, and a graphic
novel about the Frog Peak legend.
As another example, the Valhalla

Foundation for Ecology, which owns
the Snk’mip Marsh Sanctuary, has
found themselves unable to access
considerable government funding
because in order to do so they
would have to enter into partnership
agreements with other nations on
Sinixt territory.
“Marilyn James has devoted half
of her life to this cause,” says Kazimi.
“It has come at a price.”
“Even if I don’t win,” says
Marilyn, “It’s worth fighting for. It
demonstrates to the community this
place means something.
“I love this place.”

Sinixt Film
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Box Lake Lumber will survive old-growth deferrals
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
The owner of Box Lake Lumber
says after months of uncertainty,
he can see a way forward for his
embattled Nakusp-based lumber
mill.
“It hasn’t all come to fruition
at this point in time, but I am really
hoping it will all work out,” says Dan
Wiebe. “I am very thankful.”
The 40-year-old mill’s problems
began in earnest last fall, when the
Province announced it would defer

the logging of old-growth forests
“to prevent irreversible biodiversity
loss while First Nations, the
Province and other partners develop
a new approach to sustainable
forest management that prioritizes
ecosystem health and community
prosperity.”
To support the deferral process,
government immediately ceased
advertising and selling BC Timber
Sales in the affected areas, drying
up Box Lake’s supply of old-growth
wood.

Weibe sounded the alarm, and
work began to save Box Lake
Lumber. And some of it is beginning
to bear fruit.
Weibe said other companies
working in the area – including
Interfor and Celgar – have been
exploring the possibility of supplying
Box Lake with at least some of the
wood they need to operate. He says
he’s been gratified by the support
of the community’s businesses and
political leaders. And he even has
some good words for a provincial

by Jan McMurray
The emergency room at the
Slocan Community Health Centre
in New Denver went back to 24/7
service on May 10, thanks to
recruitment of two new registered
nurses.
The community celebrated by
participating in a parade, led by New
Denver’s fire and rescue trucks. About
40 vehicles lined up at Bosun Hall at
6:45 that evening, and paraded down
to the health centre. As they drove by,
they leaned on their horns to show
support and appreciation for health
centre staff and the resumption of
24/7 ER service.
Emergency room hours were cut
in half on January 20 due to staffing
shortages related to COVID-19. For
almost four months, New Denver’s
emergency department was open 8
am to 8 pm, and residents were asked
to seek emergency care during the
overnight hours at the Arrow Lakes
Hospital in Nakusp.
“I would like to thank the
community for its support while we
managed omicron-driven staffing

challenges earlier this year and
reduced emergency services to
maintain safe patient care,” said
Interior Health President and CEO
Susan Brown in a press release.
“I’m pleased to share that Interior
Health has successfully recruited two
additional registered nurses to the
community and we can now resume
normal operations.”

New Denver Mayor Leonard
Casley is also quoted in the IH news
release. “I’m pleased the emergency
department is resuming 24/7 service in
our community. Having access to 24/7
care provides our community with
the ability to seek prompt medical
attention regardless of challenges
posed by geographical location and
limited pre-hospital services.”

Slocan Community Health Centre ER resumes 24/7 service

product.
“I see our mill having to downsize
a bit to reduce its volumes,” he says.
“But truthfully, without the support
of those other groups, I would see
us having to downsize even more.”
He says diversification of their
wood supply, a few more painful
layoffs, being flexible in managing
their production lines and finding
new sources of wood “should allow
Box Lake to continue in a sustainable
way, in a different way than we’ve
ever operated before,” he told the
Valley Voice.
“I feel it will be a different
avenue for Box Lake Lumber,” he
says. “The guys I have are great
workers, so I’m thankful that we
have assistance and these guys
will be able to continue working in
Nakusp and living here. I’m seeing a
bit of light at the end of the tunnel.”

Land Act: Notice of Application for a
Disposition of Crown Land

Take notice that we, the Village of New Denver, from New Denver,
BC, have applied to the British Columbia Ministry of Forests
(MOF), Kootenay Boundary Region, for a Licence of Occupation to
accommodate a Community Facility on Provincial Crown Land located
in the Village of New Denver.
This disposition of this Crown Land, legally described as Lots 1 – 12,
Block 50, District Lot 549, Kootenay District, Plan 557, is requested to
accommodate New Denver’s recycling facility. Moving the recycling
facility to this location allows for the development of a 10-unit
affordable housing project at 602 Slocan Avenue.
MOF invites comments on this application; the Lands File is #4406308.
Written comments concerning this application should be directed to
Sr. Authorizations Specialist, MOF, Kootenay Boundary Region, at
1902 Theatre Road, Cranbrook, BC V1C 7G1. Comments will be
received by MOF up to 51 days. The Comment Closure Date is June
18, 2022. MOF may not be able to consider comments received after
this date. Please visit the website at http://comment.nrs.gov.bc.ca for
more information.

Break and enter
at Winlaw
Mini-Mart

by Jan McMurray
A break and enter occurred at the
Winlaw Mini-Mart at about 2:45 am
on May 13.
Suspects used a chainsaw-style
cut-off saw to get into the ATM at the
store, and were able to make off with
a significant amount of cash, reports
Corporal Tom Gill, detachment
commander of the Nakusp/Slocan
RCMP.
“The Forensic Investigation
Service conducted a scene
examination and collected some
evidence, but we are still in search
of more,” Gill said.
He said a very similar crime
occurred in the West Kootenay
about a month ago, and advises
business owners and staff to be on
the lookout for any individuals who
seem suspicious or appear to be
scoping out their business. “Make
notes about their appearance, their
vehicle, and save any CCTV from
that period,” he said.
The RCMP wants to hear from
you if you saw anything suspicious in
the area of the Winlaw Mini Mart, or
have dash cam of the area, between
the hours of 2:00 and 3:30 am on
May 13. Contact the Slocan RCMP
at 250-358-2222.

government representative who has
been trying to find solutions to Box
Lake Lumber’s supply problems.
“The government put Mike
Faulkner in to assist us in just seeing
if there’s a way for us to locate wood
fibre. We’ve been searching many
places, so I’m really thankful,” he
says. “Where I should have been
out of wood already, I’m getting
wood from Celgar… they’re going
to continue doing that until June. So
that’s encouraging for us.”
Despite all that good work,
Wiebe says Box Lake Lumber
will be a much-reduced company.
They’ve laid off about 15 staff,
may have to let go of another 10,
and adjusted the work shifts of
the remaining employees. He says
they’ve also pretty much eliminated
their production of shakes, since
old-growth timber was used for that
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New Denver celebrated the return of 24/7 emergency care with an impromptu parade, May 10.

Four Seasons
Greenhouse & Nursery
Open 9-5 daily
5531 Slocan River Road, Winlaw
250 226 7254

Bedding plants, vegetable & flowering
4” pot $3.59
3 1/2” single veg $2.19
4 pac flower & vegetable plants $2.99
606 pac $5.99
Assorted ceramic pots & bird baths. 3 piece set $72.99
Plastic pots with many shapes & sizes.
Trees, shrubs, roses, perennials
(over 300 varieties in stock)
Manures, soil, landscape fabric, fertilizers
We accept Visa, Mastercard, Debit
Fruit trees & small fruit,
strawberries, raspberries & more
Hanging
baskets
& planters

Be advised that any response to this advertisement will be considered
part of the public record. Access to these records requires the
submission of a Freedom of Information (FOI) request. Visit http://
www.gov.bc.ca/freedomofinformation to learn more about FOI
submissions.
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OPINION

Dogs on Slocan
Valley Rail Trail

I have lived adjacent to the
wonderful Slocan Valley Rail Trail
for six years. I have walked, cycled,
and cross-country skied the trail to
the tune of hundreds of kilometres.
I brag about it to friends.
Today was my first longer
hike of 2022. En route, I had three
encounters with dogs accompanied
by humans. The first dog was on
a leash and a pleasant salutation
took place between myself and the
dog’s owner.
The second dog was unleashed
and ran at me, barking. I mentioned
to the dog’s owner there was a trail
users’ policy that dogs should be on
a leash or restrained. She laughed
at this and walked away.
The next encounter involved
three dogs that were accompanied
by a person on a bicycle. The dogs
started running at me from 60
metres away with no intervention
from their owner. They surrounded
me barking and snarling. I grabbed
a stick and made loud noises. The
cyclist rode by and never made
eye contact. In time, the dogs left
to follow the bicycle. I returned
home early.
These three encounters
are typical of the range of my
experience.
One cannot expect the good
people that administer and maintain
the trail to survey its entire 50
kilometres, enforcing (not so much
a rule as) common consideration. I
walk the trail for reasons of fitness
and relaxation. These walks are
now the opposite of relaxation. And
so I have decided not to walk or
cycle my favourite trail anymore.
This makes me sad beyond words.
I feel the responsibility to say
the following. If you, or anyone
with you (especially a child) would
normally walk around an-off leash
dog park instead of through it, then

I suggest you do not walk or cycle
on the Slocan Valley Rail Trail.
Peter Vella
Slocan Park

Readers beware:
distortions and
veiled threats

In the April 21 edition of the
Valley Voice we read the article ‘New
Denver marina dredging complete,’
which described the care with which
this ecologically sensitive project
was done, using best practices and
following all necessary regulations.
These very necessary protections
and legal obligations are in place
to ensure the viability of fish and
aquatic-life health and the overall
health of our lake and environs.
The project was clearly carefully
planned. All required government
permits and approvals were in place.
It was meticulously supervised
by qualified environmental
professionals, and the necessary
machine work was sensitively done
by skilled local operators. Everything
about this was done right; kudos to
the Slocan Lake Boating Association.
Another positive element of this
project was the local employment
it created for contractors, including
Galena Environmental and Silverton
Transport.
One would think all readers of the
Valley Voice would be applauding this
well-executed project. But according
to one letter published in the most
recent issue, this project represented
“Valley silliness at its finest.” The
writer then goes on to blame the
Slocan Lake Stewardship Society
for some of “this silliness” when
in fact this well-meaning, excellent
local conservation organization had
absolutely nothing to do with the
marina project (although I’m sure
they would approve of the care that
was taken with it).
Letter writers should get their
facts straight before criticizing such

EDITORIAL / LETTERS POLICY

The Valley Voice welcomes letters to the editor and community news
articles from our readers.
Letters and articles should be no longer than 500 words and may be
edited. We reserve the right to reject any submitted material.
Please mark your letter “LETTER TO THE EDITOR.” Include your
address and daytime phone number for verification purposes.
We will not knowingly publish any letter that is defamatory or libelous.
We will not publish anonymous letters or letters signed with pseudonyms,
except in extraordinary circumstances.
Opinions expressed in published letters are those of the author and not
necessarily those of the Valley Voice.
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a great group that forms an important
part of our local community fabric.
The writer then stretches his
distortion of the facts to surmise
that “the society has the notion
that the only watercraft that should
be allowed on the lake be nonmotorized.” This is completely false.
To the best of my knowledge, the
Slocan Lake Stewardship Society
does not now and has never taken
this position. I was a director back
in the early days of the SLSS, I have
never heard or read anything from
the SLSS that even remotely states
this position.
So the truth has been completely
twisted. As readers, we need to be on
guard against such distortions, stated
baldly as though fact. But there is
worse to come in this letter: “Highminded naysayers need to heed their
place.” This declaration rather made
my blood run cold. Is this a veiled
threat to all of us who care about the
environment and the protection of
our beloved lake?
Clearly, Valley Voice readers
need to use discernment when
reading the letters to the editor
section, as not all letters present a
truthful representation of the facts.
Lorna Visser
Hills

Painting over
Millennium
Mural

History is replete with examples
of cultural imperialism. From the
1400 BC Pharaoah Akenhaten, who
tried to introduce monotheism to
Egypt, only to have all his portraits
obliterated after his death, to today’s
‘anti-colonialists,’ the impulse has
always been the same. The same drive
to propagate one’s worldview on
everyone else in the guise of the latest
version of self-proclaimed righteous
cause and the willingness to use force
to impose it. The latest example of
this is the painting over of Nelson’s
Millennium Mural, created by artist
Brian McLachlan. He was informed
by Nelson Arts Council Director
Sydney Black that both City council
and the arts council wished now to
“decommission” the mural, with
only the vaguest of reasons given.
Apparently, there is an intention to
have a Sinixt artist paint over the
Millennium Mural with a new one
based on their culture.
I was present in 1999-2000 when
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McLachlan did his extensive research
in preparation for painting the
mural. Long before today’s political
correctness, he went to great lengths
to assure that both the Ktunaxa
and Sinixt history was represented
alongside the settler history. He
consulted with Marilyn James and
as many other of the subjects of
the mural as possible. Every effort
was made to be as inclusive as
possible to create a fair and balanced
representation of regional history.
To this day, both these First Nations
claim to have originated the sturgeonnosed canoe, so he placed it in a
central position to leave this issue
ambiguous.
So is Nelson City council and the
arts council now privileging Sinixt
history over Ktunaxa history? Are
they privileging Sinixt history over
settler history, as if by painting over
a wall, we can pretend that an entire
segment of local history no longer
exists? What will happen in 10 years
when the reigning political orthodoxy
changes yet again? Another mural
– an artist’s work – painted over?
Is this how the council conducts its
negotiations now – by executive order
with no chance of discussion? Is this
how the arts council respects the
work of the City’s artists? The minute
some new political agenda arises, we
simply wipe out what came before?
But then, we live in a new age
of totalitarianism that is pitching us
into a Dark Age, where debate is
not tolerated and only the strongest
voices of power dominate. And given
that our Oppressor-in-Chief Justin
Trudeau is prepared to crush and
obliterate even peaceful opposition,
it should come as no surprise that
his actions give licence to every
tyrant or ‘anti-colonialist’ out there
with a grudge. If any of these selfproclaimed ‘social justice warriors’
were capable of looking in the mirror,
they’d see that they are merely
repeating what such types have done
from time immemorial – replacing
one form of oppression with another.
Art Joyce
New Denver

To all my
neighbours

I want a livable climate future for
all life on earth, including humankind.
The Book of Hope: A Survival
Guide for Trying Times by Jane Goodall
and Douglas Abrams suggests we move
forward with hope to help prevent an

Box 70, New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
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unlivable climate. I feel a great need to
find hope and pass it on.
I can find hope when I see people
worldwide using skills and sciencebased information to problem solve;
when I meet people who dedicate
positive action as they work to secure
a sustainable future; when people
of all ages speak eloquently and act
energetically to achieve a healthier
planet; when I observe the natural
world recovering from human-made
destruction with amazing resiliency.
We can no longer avoid the
repercussions of climate change
directly affecting us. We can become
overwhelmed with dread when a heat
dome, atmospheric river flooding,
landslides, wildfires, and pandemics
threaten our health and very lives.
A helpful way of coping is to do
something to alleviate climate change.
You may ask what individuals can
do to make this world better. We can’t
do everything but we can do something.
There is no one fix. We humans can
work on many fronts to make better
ways to live. On the home front, we
can be kind to each other and take
time for supportive and connecting
conversation to tell the stories, share
fears and successes as we participate
together in making a sustainable future.
Is there a climate action group you
can participate in? I am a member of
the Kaslo Climate Action Team and our
email address is: kcat4climate@gmail.
com We read and listen, learning about
how to lower emissions for a livable
future. We change our household
systems to green practices, write
articles, support demonstrations,
perform in Earth Day plays, offer
compost workshops, and contribute to
the Kaslo Official Community Plan.
There is so much we each
can do! We can learn how best to
prepare and manage community
emergency response and firesmart
our neighbourhoods. We can reduce
household emissions. We can
participate in a circular economy – one
that reuses, recycles and avoids waste.
We can garden organically – grow
food – and support local agriculture
and business. We can conserve water,
plant native species and xeriscape our
properties. We can transition to nonpolluting electric transportation and
equipment.
We can participate in community
planning, thinking through what
governments can do to help provide our
communities a livable climate future.
We can tell all levels of government
that we expect leadership to halt and
remediate climate change in a just and
sustainable way.
I am encouraged and inspired to
hope, take action and invite others to
do the same.
Each person can choose what their
personal goals will be. Every positive
action is valuable. Let’s talk to each
other, tell the stories, do something to
help as we laugh in the face of danger.
With respect,
C. Anne Heard
Kaslo

LETTERS

May 19, 2022 The Valley Voice

Misinformation
mess

Right now in our community,
we are seeing COVID spreading like
wildfire. I work with online clients
from all across Canada who are
experiencing this same phenomenon.
Both jabbed and unjabbed people are
testing positive. The majority of the
cases are minor and inconsequential.
There are those who believe the
vaccine is preventing severe disease,
but in fact, omicron itself is a mild
variant. If the jab were truly lessening
symptoms, then those who have
chosen not to be vaccinated would be
getting more severe cases and have
higher mortality rates. In fact, data
out of UK has shown that 90% of
deaths are among the triple boosted!
Other data is emerging to support
these findings.
A d d i t i o n a l l y, ‘ n e g a t i v e
efficacy,’ which was recently seen
by mainstream as misinformation,
is now recognized in mainstream
channels. What this means is that
the more boosters a person has, the
higher the likelihood that they will
contract COVID. Many studies
have shown that the unvaccinated
population has the lowest incidence
of COVID, with increasingly higher
cases observed with each additional
jab. This suggests that the jab is not
effective at preventing disease. It is
evident that it is also not effective in
preventing the spread.
For herd immunity, we need
two things to occur: the virus needs
to be sterilized (neutralized), and
transmission must stop. But the virus
is still spreading rapidly, and rather
than neutralizing antibodies binding
on the viral antigen, non-neutralizing
antibodies are doing so and causing
immune escape. Vaccinated people
are even getting COVID more than
once, meaning that they have no
long-term antibody or memory in
their immune system to fight the
virus. This was predicted by Geert
Vanden Bossche and other scientists.
Again, something previously seen
as misinformation spread by the
‘crazy conspiracy theorists’ is now
happening before our eyes – even
though the government and health
officials are still pushing their
vaccination agenda.
Dr. Vanden Bossche has been
warning that vaccinating entire
populations during an ongoing
pandemic is a colossal mistake
and then boosting with repeated
ineffective jabs is creating more
intense immune pressure for the
virus to mutate into a severely
pathogenic variant that will wreak
havoc. This information is quite
intense, shocking and scary but I
think people should be aware that this
may be happening relatively soon.
He has reached out to the WHO, and
is getting no response even though he
was an advisor to the WHO and other
public health organizations before
the pandemic.

I understand how this could be
confusing to people who trust the
government and health authorities. I
am suggesting we all open our eyes
to even the possibility of the idea
that the misinformation is coming
from them. Other scientists and
doctors who are speaking out and
have everything to lose (livelihoods,
reputations, money) and nothing to
gain except speaking in truth and
integrity are being falsely smeared
by fact checkers (who are getting
paid to do so).
It is always a good idea to follow
the money.
Sue Mistretta
Silverton

The grand jury:
evidence

High level experts from the
WHO, United Nations, US and UK
military, British Secret Services,
CDC, Pfizer, and the UK government
reveal the evidence that the pandemic
is being used to install a world
dictatorship. Starting in 2021, they
presented their evidence to the
world during grand jury proceedings
with 11 international lawyers and a
judge. All this info and references
are in the grand jury evidence.
You can download it at https://
stopworldcontrol.com
In the beginning, there is a
revealing 31-minute video, ‘The
Plan.’ In this letter, I’ll share some
of the content of this video.
Predictive programming prepares
the public for future events through
entertainment. The 2003 TV series
‘Dead Zone’ presented a coronavirus
pandemic. Every detail of the 2020
pandemic was shown in this episode:
test swabs, lockdowns, quarantine,
China origin, masks. They also said
there was no cure, but in this episode,
it turns out the cure is chloroquine.
In 2006, a movie was released
called V for Vendetta. It shows the
rise of a totalitarian dictatorship
that gains its power by creating
a society of fear due to a virus
spreading throughout the world. In
the film, the media pushes fear-based
propaganda. The film constantly
repeats: “This is for your safety!”
The film is set in 2020.
In 2010, the Rockefeller
Foundation published a scenario
for the future describing a corona
pandemic that results in worldwide
tyranny.
In 2012, a comic book published
by the EU depicts a pandemic,
starting in China, which results in
worldwide medical tyranny.
In 2017, the John Hopkins
Centre for Health Security published
a futuristic scenario describing a
coronavirus pandemic.
In 2017 and 2018, hundreds of
millions of COVID-19 Test kits were
distributed worldwide.
In 2017, Fauci guaranteed a
surprise outbreak to occur in the next
two years.
In January 2019, a Belgian

virologist, Marc van Ranst, explained
how to prepare the public for a
pandemic. He shows how to create
fear with fake death numbers and
how to manipulate the public to be
vaccinated, based on his experiences
with the outbreak of the swine flu.
Six months before the pandemic,
in August 2019, the Australian
government published the Australian
health management plan for a
pandemic influenza.
Six months before corona
pandemic, the Global Vaccination
Summit in Brussels called for strong
surveillance systems to ensure
ongoing injections for the entire
world population.
Five months before the
pandemic, the WHO instructed all
nations to prepare for an imminent
coronavirus pandemic.
Four months before the
pandemic, Fauci and HHS officials
discussed the need for a global
event to disrupt the system to make
the public willing to accept an
experimental mRNA vaccine.
Four months before the
pandemic, Fauci and Moderna
already had an mRNA vaccine ready.
Four months before the
pandemic, Bill Gates organized an
exercise for a corona pandemic,
called Event 201.
The WHO has a plan for 10 years
(2020-2030) of ongoing infectious
diseases, says a WHO virologist.
How can they know?
Why do Bill and Melinda Gates
grin and chuckle when they talk
about the next pandemic? Bill Gates
calls it ‘Pandemic 2.’
Wulf Mense
Winlaw

Response to
New Denver
council’s fullpage message,
VV May 5

The New Denver council’s
justification for putting a pump
track on the south dike greenspace
is full of statements that are biased
and unfactual. I do not have a dog,
and I resent the matter being treated
by council as an issue between dog
owners and mountain bikers when
it will have the most impacts on
nearby residents and the quality of
our neighbourhood.
The lease of the land with the
Province commits the Village to
“not commit or suffer any willful or
voluntary waste, spoil or destruction
on the Land or to do or suffer to be
done thereon anything that may be or
become a nuisance or annoyance to
the owners or occupiers of adjoining
land.” Yet council’s letter claims they
are going to use fill to make the area
around the TV towers flat for dogs to
play fetch. It is going to take some
huge heap of fill to do that.
This will also be a big nuisance
to nearby residents. The main cause
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will be increased human and vehicle
traffic on our small streets, as well as
noise. Mountain biking is sometimes
mixed with loud music from boom
boxes attached to mountain bikes.
This could cause serious distress and
outrage from local residents. People
who live adjacent to Centennial Park
know these stresses very well.
Many visitors and residents use
the greenspace to walk, valuing its
naturalness and the fact that it is flat,
grassy, and open. The pump track
would pave a large part of it, using
more fill to create hills and dips
and a jump for mountain bikes and
skateboards. This will no longer be
suitable for walking, or even biking,
except for those who want to go
around in circles pumping up hills
just to go down them again.
There is no lack of places for
the tourists (and locals) to use
their mountain bikes. In a triangle
between Bannock Point, Rosebery
and Sandon, as of two years ago,
there were 46 mountain bike trails
covering 143 kilometres. The
majority are along Carpenter Creek.
Council filled the page with a
lot of malarky about dogs. I’ve lived
virtually adjacent to the greenspace
for nearly 40 years and I have
never seen or heard of one problem
happening with dogs.
Council claims the majority of
the residents approved the location
of the pump track on the dike
in the Centennial Park planning
process. That is more malarky.
The process was poorly advertised,
and misrepresented as being about
Centennial Park. Respondents were
given two choices, BOTH of which
had the pump track on the dike.
Because council has not put all
letters on the agenda or addressed
them all, their claim of receiving
input for the location on the dike
is not verifiable. Their claimed
subsequent planning has not been
open, and it is very hard to believe
there is not enough room for the
pump track in Centennial Park,
which has a huge open space.
Anne Sherrod
New Denver

The other side
of the vaccine
coin

So, it’s time again for another
vehicle. So, what do we do? Do we
go to the nearest dealer and grab
something off the shelf, like it’s a
carton of milk or a loaf of bread?
No of course not. We get on the
internet and we do some research.
We visit websites – independent
websites that have no financial ties
to the dealers, and websites that rate
cars for dependability, safety, fuel
economy and resale value – because
we want the best value for our dollar
and a safe vehicle to chauffeur our
kids around. A couple of hours on the
computer can save ourselves a lot of
money and we can learn some stuff.
Now that the time for a safe and

effective vaccine for our children
is at hand, the same people that
spend hours researching their next
acquisition can’t find the time to
look at the other side of the vaccine
coin. There is now such a large
body of research that the truth can
no longer be swept under the rug.
Vaccines are dangerous and not at all
effective. I’m not just talking about
the COVID vaccine. I’m talking
about all vaccines going back 100
years or more. With the advent of
the internet, it is now so easy to gain
access to this information. “Oh, but
I’m well informed,” you may say. “I
listen to CBC, I watch Global news,
I read the Province and I listen to
the experts.” Well, if that is your
sole source of information, sooner
or later you will wake up to the
realization that you’ve been lied to.
Ever stop to wonder why mainstream
media never interviews anyone with
an opposing narrative, even though
there are thousands of doctors and
scientists, worldwide, warning about
the dangers of vaccines?
“Well, I follow the science.”
That is also something I hear a lot.
And I say to you never mind the
science, follow the money. That
trail is easy to follow. It’s a fourlane highway leading straight to the
front door of the pharmaceutical
companies. So, please, please do
some research before you vaccinate
your children. Here is a short list
of people worth checking out: Dr.
William Thompson, Dr. Andrew
Wakefield, Karen Kingston, Dr
Bernice Eddy, Dr. Judy Mikovits,
Dr. Louise Kuo Habakus.
Here are some books worth
reading: Confessions of a Medical
Heretic by Robert S. Mendelsohn,
The Real Fauci by Robert Kennedy
Junior, Jabbed by Brett Wilcox,
The Poisoned Needle by Eleanor
McBean.
Here are some people with
vested interest in vaccines: Bill
Gates, Anthony Fauci, Paul Offit, Dr.
Albert Osterhaus.
If you spend two hours reading
and researching, I bet you’ll change
your mind about immunizing your
children. The US Supreme Court
ruled vaccines “unavoidably unsafe.”
Mahatma Gandhi said, “Vaccination
is a barbarous practice, and it is one
of the most fatal of all the delusions
current in our time, not to be found
even among the so-called savage
races of the world.”
Roland Werner
Slocan Valley
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Provincial officials on watch for spring emergency weather problems

by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
Emergency officials say the
Kootenay region is among the areas
being watched for potential weatherrelated problems, as a late spring
and dry forests increase the risk of
weather disasters in the province’s
interior in coming months.
The La Nina ocean current that’s
been bringing cooler and dryer
weather to the west coast of North
America this year has continued to
delay the snowmelt in April, officials
say. That’s left several areas of the
province with higher-than-average
snowpack for this time of year.
The West Kootenay is one of
those areas, with snowpack amounts
ranging as high as 127% at some
measuring stations. And instead of
slowly melting, levels have actually
increased since April 1.
“We’re now heading into a
relatively wet time of year, as June
is traditionally the wettest month
of the year for the interior of BC,”
said Bobby Sekhon, a meteorologist
with Environment Canada, at a May
3 news conference. While a delayed
snowmelt doesn’t in itself cause
flooding, when combined with the
possibility of heavy spring or early
summer rains happening at the same
time, the risk increases greatly.
“If there’s any prolonged periods
of heat in May, that can lead to the
rapid melt of the high-elevation
snowpack, so we’ll be definitely
keeping an eye out for any prolonged
periods of heat, followed by heavy
precipitation, because that would
be the most concerning scenario for
possible flooding in BC.”
But warning of those rain events
may not come until about a week
– and more likely just a few days –
before they occur, he noted.
The delayed melt also has the
provincial River Forecast Centre
watching their modelling carefully.
“We’re really on the cusp of
the balance between accumulating
snow and melting snow…,” said

Dave Campbell of the Forecast
Centre. “We’ve seen snowmelt in
the valley bottoms and mid-levels.
But we really have yet to experience
any significant melt at the higher
elevations. That’s just starting to
happen now as we come into the
May period.”
Most rivers are below normal
right now, reflecting the delayed
melt, he said.

Dry forests another
concern

So far, firefighting crews have
had a below-normal wildfire season,
said an official with the BC Wildfire
Service.
“Cooler temperatures, and mixed
amounts of variable precipitation
across the province has generally
supressed those early-season grass
fire conditions,” said Brent Martin.
He said as ‘green-up’ progresses, that
risk is reduced.
But of more concern is how is
how dry the forests are – especially
the forest floor. Fall rains, winter
snow and spring conditions to date
haven’t provided enough water
to recharge the forest fuels with
moisture.
“We’re seeing conditions carried
over from last year, and that is
something important for people to
understand,” said Martin. “Even
though we went through a number of
atmospheric river events… because
of the exceptional nature of the 2021
fire season, those overwinter resets
to the drought code just haven’t
occurred. There just simply wasn’t
enough precipitation to reset those
fuels.
“So as we go into the season,
that is something we’ll be watching
very closely.”
Not same situation in West
Kootenay
While measurements of moisture
levels show some areas in the
southeast have drier than average
conditions, overall the region has
mostly recharged its fuel moisture
levels, says a Southeast Fire Centre
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fire forecaster.
Jesse Ellis says computer
modelling (which includes local
rain and snowfall data, previous
moisture measurements, and other
variables) seems to suggest that the
area’s forest moisture levels should
be back to normal.
“The majority of the West
Kootenay got enough precipitation
over the winter to bring us back to our
default starting values for this time
of year,” he told the Valley Voice. He
noted there was a slight deficit in the

Wide Spot –
Garbage
by Therese DesCamp

I have a lovely neighbour who
likes to believe that those beer cans
by the roadside blew out of the back
of someone’s truck on the way to
recycling. I’m not so forgiving. I hate
that mess in the ditch with a passion,
and resent the perpetrators with a
purple passion. I feel personally
disrespected when the land I love
is trashed.
We all know that garbage begets
garbage. When there’s junk in the
ditch, what’s one more cup or can?
A famous study about the impact of
graffiti in neighborhoods found that if
graffiti isn’t removed quickly, further
and more significant vandalism
results. Eventually, in areas that
are not cleaned up, crime rates will
increase. The harm piles up.
Piling on doesn’t just occur by
roadsides. Most small communities
have at least one Olympic-goldmedal gossip, able to shred any
reputation with a few choice words.
What a mess the gossips leave for

Boundary country and the southeast
corner of the province.
“If you look over the course of 20
years, it’s actually unusual for parts of
our region to see a full precipitation
recharge by the spring,” he says.
“What I found [looking at the data] is
that we’re pretty close to normal for
drought codes for this time of year.”

All the emergency officials at the
news conference said now is the time
for people to prepare for the upcoming
fire season. Besides downloading

emergency apps from various federal,
provincial and regional emergency
agencies, homeowners should take
measures now to firesmart their
properties, prepare an emergency
plan, and begin to gather valuables
and other personal effects should an
evacuation be necessary.
You can find out more about
preparing yourself for the upcoming
freshet and fire season by visiting the
BC government Emergency Services
website: www.emergencyinfobc.
gov.bc.ca.

others to clean up: wounded feelings,
broken relationships, damaged trust,
retaliation. Garbage indeed begets
garbage.
A true confession: I was a
drinking, driving teenager. I tossed
beer cans out of the car so I wouldn’t
get caught with them. But my actions
weren’t simply about avoiding
detection. In my mind, flinging stuff
out the window was a way to say,
“Screw you!” to the horrible little
town where I grew up. I hated the
small-mindedness, the judgments,
the gossip and innuendo. For my
teenaged self, every beer I drank,
every bottle I threw, meant “Get your
nasty mouths off my life. Leave me
alone so I can become something
bigger and better than this.”
I know, this was not the best
way to declare independence. But I
had limited capacity in those days.
I was not mature enough to sit with
my own pain. I didn’t know how
to choose life rather than tangle
endlessly with meanness. I had given
my brokenness the power to define
me: if you treat me like trash, I’m
gonna respond with trash. As the
author Parker Palmer says, “Violence

is what happens when we don’t know
what else to do with our suffering.”
What I threw fell on innocent
ground.
The garbage that’s not dealt
with, the garbage that we allow to
define our world – be it internal or
external nastiness, the crap flying
out my window or spewing out of
my mouth – that garbage distorts
our souls, wounds our fellows,
harms our ecosystem. The occasional
snarky remark becomes habitual;
the bottle tossed on the beach cuts
a child’s foot; anger is unleashed
on a vulnerable person. The refuse
we refuse to deal with deforms us
individually and collectively.
Chances are, you’re not the
one who dumped the garbage. That
doesn’t mean you can’t clean it
up. For literal litter, grab a bag and
walk a bit of highway today. For
metaphorical trash, refuse to laugh
at or repeat that juicy, harmful tidbit.
If the garbage is between your ears,
ask for help. Practice gratitude. Pay
attention.
Yes, garbage begets garbage. But
more significantly, respect begets
respect.

Nakusp, New Denver, Silverton and
Slocan – have been busy recently,
applying to the federal and provincial
governments for funding for the
project. Getting the ‘Request to
Participate’ proposal completed was
a big job, he said.
“It was a large amount of effort,
non-stop for three days, but we did
get it in,” said Ferguson. “We had to
get in a fairly detailed plan of what
we want to do, and show we have
support from the communities.”
Now they’ve got themselves in
line for funding when it’s ready to be
handed out, they are preparing their
next steps – building the operational
plan, the business plan, and costing
out the project. They have to research
just how and where the ‘last mile’
fibre-optic line would run and cost
out the materials and labour to
install it.
That work should be done by the
middle of June, he said.
“We’re still working on a lot of

stuff, but we’re pretty confident we
will have a pretty convincing plan
to present to the next step, in June,”
he said.
The Columbia Basin Broadband
Corporation, part of the Columbia
Basin Trust, is installing a 120-km
high-speed fibre-optic line from
Playmor Junction in the south to
just past Nakusp in the north. But
while that project is nearly complete,
much work remains on how to get
the line connected to hundreds of
individual homes scattered across
the valley. One idea is to have this
‘last mile’ portion of the project
implemented by the Villages, which
could provide affordable internet to
their communities.
Ferguson noted the municipal
politicians were not technical
experts, and the group was relying on
local consultants and technicians to
advise them – something Councillor
Leah Main said was a big advantage
to the project.
“The consultant is contributing
his time and expertise for no fee,
and the technical workers on the
working committees are doing this
as volunteers,” said Main, who also
sits on the committee. “So this is not
costing the Village of Silverton—or
Slocan, New Denver or Nakusp –
any money. It’s an amazing effort.”

Get the app

Municipal-run internet service plan takes step forward
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
A consortium of villages in the
Slocan and Arrow Lakes Valleys are
moving ahead with plans to see if
they can set up their own municipal
internet service when the fibre-optic
project up the Slocan Valley is
completed.
“The philosophy underpinning
this whole thing is this is something
the community can do themselves
quite easily, and there are lots of
advantages to it,” said Silverton
Mayor Colin Ferguson in a report to
council May 11. Ferguson is sitting
on a committee of valley politicians
exploring the concept.
Ferguson said the Villages –

It pays to
advertise in
the Valley
Voice!!!
Call toll free
1-833-501-1700 for details

valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

Are you passionate about
community service?
Nakusp Rotary may have a place
for you!

Contact Sara Collinson for details.
saracoll@telus.net

COMMUNITY

May 19, 2022 The Valley Voice

7

New Denver council, May 10: Lease for affordable housing project signed
by Kathy Hartman
• Council authorized signing
a 60-year lease agreement with
the New Denver & Area Housing
Society for 602 Slocan Avenue,
where the affordable housing project
will be built. The society will pay
$10 per year to lease the land. Mayor
Casley thanked staff for their work
in moving this project forward. “This
would never have gone anywhere
with past councils,” he said.
• Council is recommending that
21 of the 27 projects requesting
Columbia Basin Trust Community
Initiatives Program grants be awarded
funding. The Village was allocated
$34,363 and there were $64,830 in
requests. The adjudication panel was
composed of Councillors John Fyke
and Colin Moss and four residents:
Steve Deakoff, Leanne Fulton, Lisa
Hanlon, and Bob Thomas.
The 21 projects are: Arrow Lakes
Caribou Society’s maternity pen
($200); Village of New Denver’s
Centennial Park bottle fill station
($2,000); Goat Mountain Kids
Society’s ‘Shade and Play’ ($2,000);
Harvest Share ($1,500); Healthy
Community Society’s ‘Share, Teach
and Grow’ ($2,000) and ‘Meals in
our Community’ ($5,300); Kalein
Hospice’s Nav-CARE ($750);
Kootenay Boundary Regional
Hospital and Health Foundation
Society’s Urodynamics project
($400); Lucerne School’s bouldering

wall ($5,533); New Denver &
Area Housing Society ($2,000);
New Denver & Area Youth Centre
Society ($2,000); North Slocan
Trails Society’s Butter Trail phase
two ($2,500); Protecting Animal
Life Society ($500); RoseberyBonanza-Summit Trail Alliance
Society ($1,000); Slocan Lake Early
Learning Society ($580); Slocan
Lake Golf Club ($2,000); Slocan
Solutions Society for Reading
Centre update ($500); Slocan Valley
Heritage Trail Society ($100); North
Valley Mountain Film Festival
($1,000); Valhalla Fine Arts Society
($1,500).
• After a presentation by Abi
Marsh of the North Slocan Trails
Society (NSTS), council voted to
provide a letter in support of their
application to develop a trail network
on Ranch Ridge above Rosebery.
This network will incorporate the
existing Butter, Spine and Rolling
Thunder trails.
• Rosalie Bird and Leanne
Robson of the ‘Bluebird volunteers,’
who work to improve the lives of
Pavilion long-term care residents,
presented a proposed addition to
the Active Transportation Plan:
a wheelchair-accessible, hardsurfaced loop trail from the Pavilion
around Kohan Gardens to the boat
launch area. They hope to include
a wheelchair-accessible picnic table
with a wide, paved apron at the future

green space, and possibly access to
the gazebo and future stage.
• Council agreed to allow the
Slocan Community Health Care
Auxiliary Society to have its monthly
board meetings at Knox Hall, and
approved a $500 grant in aid to
cover the rental fees. The auxiliary
was looking for a new meeting
space, as the hospital board room is
currently being used as the COVID
room. The auxiliary raises funds to
provide equipment for the Pavilion
and emergency department, and
is now fundraising to purchase a
commercial toaster and floor alarms
for the Pavilion.
• A letter from Helen Davis
encourages the Village to reconsider
the idea of speed bumps – two on
Columbia Street and one on Eighth
Avenue – to slow down traffic “to the
point where at least ‘locals’ cutting
through from the north on their
way towards Kaslo would realize
that this is not a shortcut.” Chief
Administrative Officer Lisa Scott
said a meeting had been scheduled
with Public Works, Planning and
Davis to continue the discussion.
• Council approved the placement
of a memorial bench on the west side
of Bellevue Street between 7th Street
and 8th Avenue. There is another
bench scheduled to be installed in
this general area, and there is room to
accommodate both. The bench was
requested and will be financed and

2% tax increase for New Denver, but 10.8% for boundary expansion residents

by Jan McMurray
New Denver residents will
hardly feel the 2% municipal tax
increase this year – except those in
the boundary extension area.
The former RDCK Area H
residents will see an increase of
about 10.8% as a result of joining
the Village. Council had intended
to soften the blow by asking the
Province if the increase could be
phased in over five years, but the
Province missed the request.
“I can’t answer how the
Province missed that in our
application,” said CAO Lisa Scott
in an email to the Valley Voice.
“It was clearly shown in multiple
spots in our application package
that this was our intention. We are
meeting with the Province to try
to fix this oversight but they have
indicated that there is nothing we
can do to correct it for the 2022
taxation year.”
The expansion properties
will generate $47,266 in new
revenues for the Village this year
– $18,907 more than expected
due to the oversight. Council
will put this extra revenue into a
boundary expansion reserve fund,
to be used to offset costs or make
improvements to benefit the new
Village taxpayers.
For most New Denver residents,
however, the 2% municipal tax
increase doesn’t amount to much.
The owner of a residential property
assessed at $305,727 will pay $16
more than last year in Village taxes.
Overall property tax, which
includes the municipal tax as well

as school, RDCK, police, and
hospital taxes, will increase by
1.6% on the average home. The
owner of an average residence
in New Denver will pay $1,760
in property taxes – $771 of that
is municipal taxes. Utility rates
remain the same as they have been
since 2019 – $359 for water and
$164 for garbage.
I n 2 0 2 2 , t h e Vi l l a g e ’s
operational revenue is $1,448,000
and expenses are $1,322,000.
Capital projects in 2022 total
almost $2.5 million, and most will
be funded by grants. These include
the Centennial Park project (75%
grant funded), off-leash dog area
improvements (grant funded),
upgrades to the NIMC centre
(grant funded), new sani dump
at campground (grant funded),
rural revitalization project (grant
funded), accessibility upgrades
at Knox Hall (grant funded), fire
rescue truck body and rescue
tools, Active transportation (grant
funded), skid steer and zero turn
mower, and dyke improvements.
The CAO told the Valley Voice
after the meeting that the off-leash
dog area improvements would be
funded by the Village’s RDCK
Community Development Fund.
The water projects – relocation
of the two wells and completion of
the Denver Siding water system
– will cost $852,516. Unless a
significant grant can be secured
for the well relocation, the Village
will have to take on more debt.
Currently, the Village’s debt burden
is $244,807.

The total assessed value of all
properties in New Denver increased
dramatically this year, mostly
because of the boundary expansion.
Residential properties are up 44%
to $117 million – 20% of that
increase is accounted for by the
expansion. Commercial properties
are up 36% to $7.9 million – 21%
of that is due to the expansion.
About 85% of the Village’s tax
revenues come from residential
properties and 13% comes
from commercial properties.
The remaining 2% comes from
utilities and recreation/non-profit
properties.
New Denver budget and tax
information was presented by Chief
Financial Officer Colin McClure at
the May10 council meeting.

Support the
Valley Voice
with a
voluntary
subscription
Only $5-$50

Send Cheque or Money
Order to: Valley Voice,
Box 70,
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

maintained by Al Gustafson.
• It is becoming increasingly
difficult for the press and public to get
any response to their questions and
comments at New Denver council
meetings. For the past couple of
months, council listens to questions
and comments, but Mayor Casley
generally doesn’t allow responses at
the meeting. Rather, responses come
in writing afterwards.
At this meeting, this reporter
asked about a letter to council from
the Valley Voice that was on the
agenda under ‘correspondence for
information.’ Mayor Casley replied
that only questions about ‘new
business’ agenda items would be
allowed during public time.
The letter from the Valley Voice
asks council to consider having a
public question period at the end
of council meetings, as is standard
practice at other meetings regularly
covered by the paper. New Denver’s
public question period takes place at
the beginning of council meetings.
“We appreciate that having a
press and public time at the beginning
of the meeting is convenient for those
members of the public who don’t
want to stay for the whole meeting.
However, for those who stay for the
meeting, questions often come up
after hearing the discussions on the
agenda items,” the letter states. “We
would ask that the Village of New
Denver retain the press and public
time at the beginning of the meeting
and add another to the end.”
An email from CAO Lisa Scott

after the meeting says the Valley
Voice request may be considered
when other recommended changes to
the Procedures Bylaw come before
council. In the meantime, she said
she would rather provide the press
with answers after the meeting, “so
that I can make sure you are getting
the correct information.”

Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work,
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal
WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS

359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539
3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

Our valley’s green
grocer since 1990

• Fresh
• Organic
• Wholesome
1290 Hwy #6
Crescent Valley
250-359-7323
– Open daily –

(Closed Christmas & New Year’s day)

COMMUNITY

8

The Valley Voice May 19, 2022

Slocan Council, May 9: Council makes selection for CBT grants
by John Boivin, Local
Journalism Initiative
reporter
A special council meeting
on April 26 resulted in
recommendations on which
community projects will
receive Columbia Basin
Trust Community Initiatives
Program grants for 2022.
“We tried to support all

local community initiatives
to the amount possible,” said
Mayor Jessica Lunn. “We were
definitely oversubscribed.”
There were some tough
choices to make – the Village
had $47,677 to spend, and
more than $77,200 in requests.
The biggest single project
supported was the Slocan
Valley Outriders Association,

It pays to advertise in the Valley Voice!!!
Call toll free 1-833-501-1700 for details
email: valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

PNW seeds!!!
Dahlia, Gladiolus
bulbs, Begonia
Slogger garden boots,
tubers & more
ankle boots & shoes. Great
colours to choose from.
for beautiful
Seed potatoes & onion sets summer gardens
Pet Food and Farm
Animal Feed

Straw Bales
$13.00

Spring is here –
wheelbarrows, lawn rakes,
shovels, garden wagons

Seedling starter trays,
domes, manures,
inserts, soils, seeds

Drywall in
stock

Electrical Supplies!!!

Kootenays’ largest selection of fencing, posts,
gates, corral panels. Bundle pricing on posts
available. New shipments arriving weekly
Open 9-5 Mon-Fri, 10-4 Sat, Closed Sunday

which needed $10,000 for its
$13,000 project to fence the
riding grounds. They took
more than 1/5 of the total
funding. Mayor Lunn said the
project would be a benefit to
the whole community.
“They host a number
of events over the year,”
she added. “Either training
for people with horses, or
shows. So there’s a lot of
local support, and the events
bring people in regionally,
provincially and even from
the States.
“And this project, by
providing the perimeter
fencing, allows to house
more animals if there was an
emergency – like if there was
a fire threatening the area, this
area could be utilized.”
Many other projects were
ratified:
The WE Graham
Community Services Society,
actually received more than
the SVOA – $12,400 – but for
four projects. Those include
building upgrades, learning
centre programming and
tech support, a mobile filmmaking and animation studio
project, and coordination and
communication for its Early
Years program.
Other major projects
getting support included the
Saturday Market ($3,000), the
Slocan Community Library
($3,000), rescue training and
equipment for the Slocan
and District Technical
Rescue Society ($2,600),
and the Valley View golf
course ($2,000). There was
also $3,300 for a compost
program, and $1,000 for the
Rail Trail Society.
“The majority of village
projects were supported
100%, and some not
completely supported, but the
effort was made to service as
many village-specific projects
as possible,” the mayor said.
Other projects funded
included Bee Awareness
($650), the Nav-CARE
program of the Hospice
Society ($750), a
‘urodynamics project’ of the

West Kootenay-Boundary
Hospital and Health
Foundation ($500), and $360
for the Red Cross.
These decisions are
expected to be ratified by
the RDCK board at its May
meeting.

Cash for Ukraine

Council confirmed its
support for the people of
Ukraine in their ongoing
defence of their country from
a Russian invasion – but they
had to change how they do
it. Council had approved in
April applying for $1,000
from the Village’s portion
of the RDCK Community
Development Fund to give to
the effort. But staff found that
the program couldn’t support
the initiative, no matter
how worthy. The CDF is
earmarked for “initiatives that
further the social, economic
and/or environmental wellbeing of regional district

residents or organizations,
or to lower tax requisitions,”
staff said.
Instead, council approved
staff take from the town’s
‘public relations’ funds. The
money has been forwarded
to the local Legion to
forward to the Red Cross
for humanitarian aid in the
country.

Slocan Lake and
River Partnership

by RDCK Area H Director
Walter Popoff, who moved
at an RDCK board meeting in
April to create the partnership
“with the goal of informed
decision making, to ensure
the area is best managed for
ecological, social and cultural
values.”
Council agreed to get
involved with the initial
discussion, which should be
at a meeting held in June.

Water plant
protected

The RDCK wants to
create a group to talk about
protection of Slocan River
and Slocan Lake. The regional
government’s planning staff
asked council if it would be
interested in taking part in the
initiative, which at this point
is gathering information and
opinion from stakeholders.
The plan is to eventually form
a partnership group to develop
policy and management plans
for the water courses.
The initiative was spurred

Another motion had
council approving of a change
to the Village’s agreement
with the Regional District
of Central Kootenay over
its fire service. The Village’s
water treatment plant needed
to be included in the town’s
fire response agreement with
the RDCK, after an oversight
left the critical piece of
infrastructure outside the fire
department’s coverage area.

have for approving and
developing housing,” she
said, “but we’re looking for
something focused for the
RDCK – not a cookie-cutter
plan.”
Hawkins explained that
planning staff presented
the RDCK Housing Needs
Assessment to stakeholder
groups in fall 2020, and then
held a workshop with directors
in spring 2021. One of the ‘next
step’s identified at the workshop
was a Housing Action Plan.
“Other than providing a
good sense of the problems
and solutions, developing a
Housing Action Plan with
a range of stakeholders and
community members helps to
develop the relationships, roles,
partnerships and trust that will

ultimately help in the delivery
of affordable housing,” says a
staff report summarizing the
spring 2021 workshop with
RDCK directors.
Other ‘next steps’ identified
at the workshop were to
zone and incentivize infill;
support not-for-profit housing
providers; facilitate non-market
development on underutilized
and vacant land; and investigate
housing authorities. Hawkins
says staff has “gotten a little
bit of a start” on these, and the
Affordable Housing Action
Plan will help flush them out.
Although the plan will
focus on the rural areas of
the RDCK, Hawkins said she
hoped the plan would support
the municipalities in the district,
as well.

submitted
The Regional District of
Central Kootenay (RDCK)
has adopted Bylaw No. 2596,
a Special Event Permit Bylaw
for Electoral Area H (Slocan
Valley). Any special event,
as defined in the bylaw, held
in Electoral Area H which is
intended to have more than
200 people and last longer than
24 hours in duration requires a
permit from the RDCK.
“The special event permit
bylaw requires event organizers
to outline their plans to ensure
the safety of event attendees
and limit the adverse impacts
of the event on the surrounding
community, such as noise and
parking concerns,” said Walter
Popoff, RDCK board vice-chair
and Area H director. “Having the
bylaw in place in Area H gives
the RDCK an additional tool to
protect the local environment and

reduce the chance of a large event
escalating into a more serious
situation like wildfire.”
Anyone planning a large
event in the Slocan Valley for the
summer of 2022 is encouraged
to visit the RDCK website and
determine if they will require
a Special Event Permit. Event
applicants will be required to
provide detailed information
about their planned event.
Applicants can either fill in the
application online or fill one
out at the RDCK head office in
Nelson.
Permittees will be required
to obtain insurance for their event
and to provide the RDCK with a
refundable security deposit. The
bylaw allows for fines of up to
$10,000 for non-compliance.
The bylaw and application
form is posted on the RDCK
w e b s i t e : w w w. r d c k . c a /
bylawenforcement

RDCK to create an Affordable Housing Action Plan
by Jan McMurray
An Affordable Housing
Action Plan for the Regional
District of Central Kootenay
is expected to be completed by
spring 2023.
The RDCK has received
a $25,000 grant from the
provincial Poverty Reduction
Planning and Action Program,
and is in the process of hiring
a consultant to lead the project.
The action plan follows up
on the housing needs assessment
done for the RDCK in 2020.
“The needs assessment tells
us what the issues are, but not
how to solve them,” said Dana
Hawkins, RDCK planner. “The
action plan will turn the needs
assessment – the ‘what’ – into
a strategy – the ‘how.’”
Hawkins said action plans
done by other communities
typically identify tools available
to local governments that
support affordable housing, such
as changes to policies or bylaws,
improvements to application
processes, and incentives for
infill development.
“Most plans look at the
processes local governments

RDCK adopts Special Event
Permit Bylaw in Slocan Valley
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Discussion begins on North Slocan Valley’s Official Community Plan review
by Jan McMurray
An influx of residents to the
Slocan Valley and the subsequent

THE BIG RIVER

The Canadian portion of the Columbia River system
comprises 1/6th of the drainage area but contributes
1/3rd of the total water flow. The 11 dams between
the Slocan Valley and Astoria, Oregon where the
Columbia enters the Pacific eliminated the salmon
migration; chinook and sockeye used to spawn
in our Slocan watershed. Source: “Bringing the
Salmon Home”: a partnership between Okanagan
Nation Alliance, Ktunaxa Nation, Secwepemculecw,
BC and Canadian governments.

Yard & Yardage 2022
was a great success!
Thank you from the
Slocan Valley Threads
Guild for supporting
our sale by attending
and donating fabric
and plants. Check us
out at slocanvalleythreadsguild.wordpress.
com and on facebook.

development pressures have
prompted a review of the North
Slocan Valley’s Official Community
Plan (OCP).
A preliminary public meeting
was held May 4 at the Bosun Hall
in New Denver, chaired by RDCK
Area H (Slocan Valley) Director
Walter Popoff, with a presentation
by RDCK planners Nelson Wight
and Corey Scott.
Popoff said the population of
the Slocan Valley was stagnant for
a while at 4,000, but in the latest
census, that number jumped to 5,000.
“People are coming in, and when
that happens, development happens,”
said Director Popoff at the meeting.
“People are coming in from urban
areas because they like our way of
life, but then they want to change it.
The people coming in are welcome,
but we want to preserve our lifestyle.
Reviewing the OCP is one way of
guiding development.”
Scott explained that OCPs
describe the long-term vision for
communities, and contain policies
that guide decision-making on
things such as housing, the natural
environment, sand and gravel
resources, hazards, infrastructure
and public facilities like schools
and parks.
Wight added that the OCP is
community driven. “That vision
comes from the community itself,”
he said. “Our role is to get that vision
from you.”
A Hills resident pointed out that
some people want to develop the
area and others want to keep it as

is. “So how do you get resolution?”
he asked.
“It’s not easy,” Wight replied.
“There are a lot of disparate visions.
But you start with values, and
understand what is important to
people. It takes a lot of engagement.
Usually, there are predominant
values, but it can be a challenge.”
As a vision and guidance
document, the OCP has very little
regulatory ‘teeth.’ The one regulation
in the current OCP is a requirement
for a permit for any development
within 30 metres of a water course.
Regulations flowing from an
OCP are usually set out in a zoning
bylaw. And with no zoning bylaw in
the Slocan Valley, this is expected to
be discussed during the upcoming
OCP review.
Scott explained that zoning can
regulate things like the use of land,
the density of buildings and other
structures, the size of buildings, and
minimum and maximum lot sizes.
He also said that zoning can be “as
robust or as minimal as a community
wants it to be to achieve its goals.”

Popoff added that zoning can
be community specific. “If, for
example, Hills wants zoning and
Red Mountain doesn’t – that can be
done,” he said.
One resident pointed out that
the preservation of the lake and
lakeshore “came through strongly”
in the current OCP. RDCK planners
said the surface of the lake can
be zoned. Scott used to live in the
Okanagan, and said when houseboats
became a problem, West Kelowna
zoned the lake and prohibited them.
However, as acknowledged by
Scott, “Not everyone will agree on
zoning.”
A long-time resident said he
didn’t want to be controlled by
bureaucrats. “Give us our freedom,”
he said. He indicated that lake
conservation is unnecessary, as the
lake flushes itself every spring.
Another resident acknowledged
that many North Valley residents
have been against zoning. “But I
think we have been discovered and
I think that in order to protect what
we treasure and value here – which

is some of our freedoms – we have
to look at zoning as a way to exclude
some activities that we think are
detrimental to us.”
Colin Ferguson, mayor of
Silverton, introduced himself as a
“refugee from Canmore.” He urged
people to “put some energy” into the
planning process. “If you don’t take
control of this, it will take control of
you,” he said. “You can say you want
to be left alone, but I lived through it.
People will come in and develop it
and you will have lost it. Make your
voice heard.”
The OCP review process
probably won’t get underway until
2023, given the RDCK planning
department’s workload. However,
Wight said this meeting served as a
foundation for the review process,
and might be followed up with a
survey. The RDCK reps emphasized
that the OCP review would be a
collaborative process, with many
meetings.
The original OCP for the rural
areas in the North Slocan Valley was
adopted 14 years ago, in 2009.

Yard & Yardage was a great success this year! The weather cooperated and the popular event, back after a two-year pause, brought a big crowd
to the Slocan Valley Threads Guild on Sunday, April 24.

Yard & Yardage a community success at the Threads Guild
submitted
Yard and Yardage was a great
success this year! The weather
cooperated and the popular event,
back after a two-year pause, brought

a big crowd to the Slocan Valley
Threads Guild on Sunday, April 24.
The backstory of course is that
none of this would be possible
without amazing community support.

Silverton
Community
Club is
celebrating
Canada Day
July 1st
Contact Dave to enter your team
for the bocce tournament.
250-505-8231
More updates to come

Donations of fabric, notions, and
yarn came from far and wide. West
Kootenay communities including
Nakusp, New Denver, Nelson, Trail,
Rossland, and of course the Valley.
Individuals and organizations also lent
tents and tables for the outdoor venue.
Many also donated time. The
jobs of measuring and pricing fabric,
sorting yarns and packaging notions
goes on for months. Gardening
members dug, split and potted
perennial plants. Members baked
sweets and savory items and made
delicious soups and stews to offer for
lunch. Just before the event there was
a crew that put up the tents. Sale day
saw volunteers starting early to bring
everything out for display.
The community supported the
event once again by showing up,
shopping and celebrating a fine spring
sale.
The Threads Guild gives a
huge shout-out to everyone who
participated.
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New owners at old farm property in Hills
by Jan McMurray
A vacant farm property caught
Tyler Bradley’s eye as he was driving
through Hills six years ago – and he
went on to make the biggest impulse
purchase of his life.
He bought the farm from John
and Mary Poznikoff’s adult children
without any prior plans to move here,
and with no idea how he’d make it
work.
“What clinched it for me is the
proximity to the lake, the mountains
and wilderness. Since then, it’s been
the community, the connections and
friendships we have here that make
it home,” he said.

Bouncing between Rossland and
Hills for the last few years, he and his
partner Tara have been settled in Hills
full-time for just over a year.
They grow fresh cut flowers,
garlic, vegetables, six varieties of
organic hops, starter plants and
perennials at Grizzly Meadows
Farm and Floral, and will sell their
harvests at the New Denver and
Nakusp Farmers’ Markets this
season. They also offer flower
bouquet subscriptions, which can
be organized by contacting them
through their social media channels
or website.
Last season, they could also be

found at the local farmers’ markets,
selling their farm goods under the
name ‘Little Hills Farm.’
The name change from Little
Hills to Grizzly Meadows came about
for a few reasons. A formal name
search showed a ‘Little Hill Farm’
somewhere, and another similarly
named farm exists in the area.
“We look up at Big Sister
Mountain and Grizzly Meadows
every day from our place, and the
farm is located in a wildlife corridor
where grizzlies range. So our new
name draws from the landscape and
recognizes that we cohabitate with
ursus horibilis,” Tyler said. “They’re

Tyler and Tara are the new owners of the old Poznikoff farm in Hills, now called Grizzly Meadows Farm and Floral.

actually pretty good neighbours – you
don’t see them much and they don’t
throw loud parties.”
Like Tyler, the allure of a fallow
farm property that needed a new lease
on life inspired Tara.
“I grew up having a small
garden of my own, a flower and
vegetable patch beside my mom’s
much larger garden. This is a bigger
piece of ground with its own unique
challenges, but the original owners

11
did a lot to get us on our way.”
Tara is currently enrolled in
the Community Futures SelfEmployment Program, formalizing
the business side of Grizzly Meadows
Farm. “It’s been a huge help in
devising a business plan, framework,
timeline and accountability,” she
said.
Check out the Grizzly Meadows
Farm advertisement on page 16 for
more information.

COMMUNITY

12

Bear assessment adopted, but with no teeth
by John Boivin, Local
Journalism Initiative reporter
The Village of Kaslo has
adopted a study on how to
reduce bear attractants around
town… but it’s not as clear if
the Bear Hazard Assessment
will have any teeth.
The assessment is
required to help Kaslo become
a recognized ‘Bear Smart’
community.

The document, developed
by Gillian Sanders, aims
to reduce the number of
unmanaged fruit trees around
town, thus reducing the
potential of fatal bear-human
interactions.

Long history

Sanders begins the
assessment by setting the
scene. Kaslo is great black
bear territory, says the report,

and its low elevation makes it
a prime feeding zone for the
animals, especially in the fall.
There are not only native and
introduced berries and edible
plants, but many humanplanted fruit trees.
Those trees “are
unmanaged and produce small
and/or scabby fruit that is
unpalatable for people but
regularly attract and feed
bears, especially on Village
lands in the Kaslo Bay area,”
Sanders writes.
The report also points
out Kaslo has a long history
of human-bear encounters,
that were never to the bears’
overall benefit. The most
famous incident might be
when a bear was shot at the
Kaslo Jazz Festival in 2004.
“There were attempts
to provide crowd control
and keep people back and
away from the bear, however
when people would not leave
the bear alone, the RCMP
determined that the situation
was unsafe and an officer shot
the bear,” recalls Sanders.
“This high-profile incident
served to motivate both
Kaslo citizens and municipal
government to invest into
reducing human-bear conflict
in the Village.”
Since then, the Village
has introduced bear-proof
garbage cans, hired a seasonal
Bear Awareness co-ordinator,
and created ground-breaking
bylaws to regulate waste
and discourage bear-human
interactions, the report notes.

“ T h e Vi l l a g e h a s
committed to become a
recognized Bear Smart
Community and with the
completion of this document
has accomplished five of the
six required steps, with only
the Human-Bear Conflict
Management Plan remaining,”
says the report.

Fruit tree
assessment

The purpose of the
bear hazard assessment is
to identify “unsecured food
attractants” within the Village
of Kaslo municipal limits –
namely, fruit trees.
“The BHA identifies
sources of existing and
potential human-bear conflict
and provides discussion of
some solutions that will be
expanded upon in the HumanBear Conflict Management
Plan,” says the report.
The assessment used
reports to the Report All
Polluters and Poachers
(RAPP) line data, as well
as calls to 911 and other
sources, to map where bear
encounters or sightings have
occurred. It also catalogued
bear attractants – i.e. trees
and berry shrubs – on Village
land, and where humans and
bears are likely to interact, like
along trails.
The study didn’t look at
trees on private land, but does
offer suggestions to promote
them not becoming attractants
as well.

Kaslo Bay is ground
zero, bear-wise

The area around Kaslo
Bay – with its small, scrubby,
yet still-producing fruit trees
– is the most problematic, the
assessment states.
“The fruit from these trees
and suckers is not harvested
by people as it is small and
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scabby,” the report notes. “It
is reasonable to think that
there are multiple generations
of bears feeding here each
year, with local mother bears
teaching their cubs about this
easily accessible and plentiful
food source.”
Native thimble, saskatoon
and elderberry plants and
hazelnuts, among others, are
another source of food in the
Kaslo Bay area popular for
bears. However, the report
says they should be left alone.
“The author is not
recommending the removal
of these shrubs at this time as
these plants produce food for
a variety of birds and small
mammals, and likely do not
serve as much of a draw to
bears as the larger fruit found
from domestic fruit trees,”
Sanders writes.
It’s not the only trouble
spot. The report highlights
overgrown cherry and other
fruit trees scattered around
town.

Ten
recommendations

The author provides 10
recommendations for council
to consider. She says council
should consider removing
all the fruit trees on Village
property on Kaslo Bay,
while making sure the public
understands the reason for the
removal. All unmanaged fruit
trees on Village property in the
village should be removed,
though any healthy trees
could be assigned to a local
food security organization to
harvest for local families.
Around 10 fruit trees
should be removed from
the golf course, the report
suggests, unless the club
would want to be responsible
for managing the trees
properly to reduce the bear

attractant.
“If members of the golf
course management or others
wish to harvest and manage
the fruit from these trees, that
should be encouraged, and
such activities should happen
before bears access the fruit
annually. If the fruit from
these trees is better ripened
on the tree, temporary electric
fencing can be used to allow
the fruit to properly ripen
without bears accessing fruit
here.”
Other recommendations
included supporting food
programs, incorporating
Bear Smart programs into the
Official Community Plan and
Strategic Plan, and creating
the Conflict Management
Plan, the final step to become
a ‘Bear Smart’ community.
“Kaslo has achieved
significant steps towards
improving human and bear
safety in the Village,” the
report concludes. “This
[assessment] provides the
Village with additional steps
forward that will improve
human and bear safety, reduce
property damage associated
with food conditioned bears,
and achieves an important step
towards becoming a certified
Bear Smart Community.”

“We have to pay for
something?”

The report was received
by council, but not without
criticism from Councillor
Henry Van Mill.
“Does this involve we
have to pay something if we
adopt this?” he asked.
Staff noted that by
adopting the assessment,
council does commit through
its planning processes to
achieve certain goals of
reducing attractants – but
there’s no saying when or how
that would happen.
“By adopting the report,
we are not committing to a
timeline on the rest of it,”
noted Corporate Officer
Catherine Allaway. “There are
activities we are committing
to, but it could be today,
tomorrow, or 20 years from
now.”
That still didn’t satisfy
Van Mill.
“With today’s economy,
I think it is very unwise, with
the cost of things rising like no
tomorrow,” he said. “I will not
personally be supporting this.”
Despite his concerns,
council voted for the adoption
of the assessment.

Next Valley
Voice Deadline:
May 27,
2022
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Caribou calves expected soon at maternity pen in Nakusp
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
Mom’s the word at the caribou
maternity pen set up on a forested
mountain bench near Nakusp.
“Seven of seven cows are
pregnant,” says Arrow Lakes

Caribou Society spokesperson Hugh
Watt. “All is well so far. They have
adapted to their surroundings well,
like the pen environment, and enjoy
the food they are getting.”
Eight females – one a yearling
– were captured in March as part

of what’s been called a ‘last resort’
for saving the tiny Central Selkirk
caribou herd, which has been reduced
to less than 30 animals. The cows are
being protected from predators,
given high-quality feed and a quiet
environment at the time the animals

The maternity pen in Nakusp provides new hope for the southern mountain caribou herd.

KASA wraps up infrastructure projects with $500,000 grant
by Jan McMurray
The Nakusp-based Kootenay
Adaptive Sport Association has
received a $500,000 tourism grant
from the Province that will help
the organization wrap up all its
infrastructure projects by spring
2023.
“Then we’ll be back to solely
focusing on programming and the
continued advancement of adapted
mountain biking,” said Mike
Riediger, CEO of KASA.
The grant money is for KASA to
do stakeholder engagement around
the proposed Southern Interior
Excursion Loop off the Great (TransCanada) Trail, and make upgrades to
various locations along that proposed
route. One of those upgrades is the
replacement cable car on the Galena
Trail between Three Forks and New
Denver. The grant will also help fund
some of the work at Cottonwood
Lake Regional Park this summer/
fall, and some of the work at Winlaw
Regional and Nature Park.
“KASA has made a huge impact

around the world as the worldwide
leader in adapted mountain biking,”
Riediger said. “Our trail guidelines
are used worldwide, and we helped
develop a full instructor training
course in partnership with the Bike
Instructor Certification Program.”
The organization is also involved
in several events. In partnership
with Cycling BC, KASA helped
establish the only sanctioned adapted
mountain biking event in the world,
as part of the BC Cup Downhill
Series. Riediger says KASA plays
a supporting role in mainstream
mountain biking events to make sure
they are working to become more
inclusive.
“We were the first to have
adapted mountain biking sanctioned
by a cycling governing body, and
this year, even more events across
the world will offer adaptive cycling
categories. Weekly, KASA fields
questions from Europe, Australia,
South America, the United States
and the rest of Canada to help uplift
adaptive mountain biking in those

regions based on what has happened
here in BC, and specifically Nakusp,”
Riediger said.
KASA received a BC Tourism
& Hospitality Award earlier this
year for significant contribution
towards making BC an inclusive and
welcoming destination for everyone.
“That was an unexpected
surprise!” said Riediger. “We spend
so much time as frontrunners in
adapted mountain biking worldwide
that we do not spend enough time
on our successes. It was a great
experience to reflect on our hard
work and the massive impact we have
made around the world, from a tiny
community in the West Kootenays.”

are most vulnerable.
The pitter-patter of tiny hooves is
expected sometime around the May
long weekend.
The society asks the public
to help protect the endangered
animals by leaving them in peace.

13

A controlled access zone has been
installed on Kuskanax Forest Service
Road in the immediate vicinity of
the maternity pen, starting just past
the Peter Roulston trailhead. There
are no viewing platforms or vantage
points around the enclosure.
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Nakusp counsellor helps clients with journey of becoming their best selves
submitted
‘Becoming’ Counselling
in Nakusp offers services by
Denice, a registered clinical
counsellor who belongs to the
BC Association of Clinical
Counsellors.
“I believe we are all
on a journey, a journey of
becoming our best selves,”
Denice says. “I am excited
about helping clients
become the finest version
of themselves. Whether it
be managing stress, grief
or loss, shame, self-esteem,
anger, relationships, anxiety,
trauma, substances, or family
struggles, it is never too late
to transform oneself!”
Denice holds a Masters
of Education in Counselling
and has five years’ experience
counselling children, youth,
families, and adults. Her
experience includes being an
elementary/secondary school

counsellor in the Interior
of BC, a child and youth
counsellor for a non-profit
organization, and an intern
counsellor for adults at ASK
Wellness in Kamloops.
“I work to meet clients
‘where they are’ and move
forward by collaborating
with them in choosing a
counselling pathway. I am
especially interested in
experiential therapies that
facilitate exploring one’s life
yearning,” she says.
Denice works with several
modalities, including Satir
Transformational Therapy,
Theraplay, and Sandtray
Therapy. She also uses
Gratitude, Mindfulness,
Solution-Focussed Therapy,
Cognitive Behavioural
Therapy, Emotion-Focussed
Therapy, and Play Therapy.
Satir Transformational
Therapy may include the
sandtray, or discussion, while
seeking to facilitate a shift in
how one perceives oneself,
Denice explains. The aim
is to help the client connect
with their life force through
exploring expectations,
feelings, perceptions, beliefs,
and yearnings. Words may
be difficult. Figurines at a

sandtray often help one be
more fully expressive. She
says people of all ages have
connected well with sandtray
work.
Theraplay Therapy
is designed to facilitate
bonding between family
members, Denice says. Ageappropriate activities help
children and youth form
positive connections with
their caregivers and help
to increase the self-esteem
of all involved. Theraplay
involves working with the
child or youth together with
the caregiver.
Denice says: “As
expressed by Virginia Satir,
‘I want you to get excited
about who you are, what you
are, what you have, and what
can still be for you. I want to
inspire you to see that you can
go far beyond where you are
right now.’
“I look forward to walking
along with you on your
journey to becoming your
best self. It is never too late
to connect with the magic
within!”
Check the advertisement
on page 19 and www.
becomingcounselling.ca for
more information.

Denice of ‘Becoming’ Counselling in Nakusp
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Even small ads get
noticed in the
Valley Voice.

Main Street, New Denver
250-777-8968

Wishing everyone
a happy May Days
Weekend!
We’re closed Saturday,
Sunday and Monday

The soap box derby returns to New Denver, Sunday, May 22.

The May Queen pageant won’t be part of this year’s May Days Celebrations. 2019 Princess
Stephanie Smith and Miss New Denver Kira Popil Johnson,

May Days celebrations return to New Denver
by Jan McMurray
The New Denver May Days
celebration returns this year!
People will be ready for a party
after two pandemic years.
Most events take place on
Sunday, but on Saturday, golfers
will want to participate in the
Slocan Lake May Days Golf
Tournament – shot gun start at 11
am – and try for the $10,000 holein-one prize. And bingo lovers will
want to head down to Bosun Hall
at 7 pm on Saturday evening for
some fun at the game.
Sunday starts with the popular
pancake breakfast at the Bosun
Hall, 7:30-10 am, brought to
you by the hard-working Slocan
Valley Chamber of Commerce
volunteers.
After breakfast, you can step
out to the main street to watch the
Soap Box Derby, starting at 10 am
– registration at 9:30. Participants
will need helmets and shoes, but
the community has soap box cars
for the kids to use. This event is
hosted by the New Denver Fire
Department and sponsored by
HUB International and Canco.
Head down to Centennial Park
after the soap box derby for a full
day of fun until 8 pm. The hot and
cold booth is open 10 am-8 pm,

and the Bavarian Gardens are open
from noon to 8 pm. DJ Payne will
ramp up the party with music in
the park from 4 to 8 pm.
Activities for kids start at 1
pm with Games of Chance, the
Fish Pond and the Bouncy Castle,
followed by the kids races at 2 pm.
The Duck Race happens at 4 pm.
Don’t miss the square dance
lesson with Eldorado Hoedown,
1-2 pm at the park. The
Thomlinson Bocce Tournament
also gets underway at 1 pm.
Pick up some plants and local
craftwork from the vendors at
the May Days Artisan Market,
including Elvendal Farm, Rad
Inc, Southern Cree Beading, and
Knottielove (macrame and other
fibre art). Open 11 am-4 pm.
The parade starts at 5:30 pm at

May Days Specials
Up to 60% off on
select items

BIG DOG MUSIC

May Days means that
barbecue season is upon us!
Stop by for all your barbecue supplies meats, vegetables, sauces, etc.

New Market Foods
518 6th Ave • New Denver
250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290
email: shop@newmarketfoods.com
Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 7:00 pm

THE DONATION STORE
IS MOVING
WE ARE IN THE PROCESS OF MOVING TO A
NEW LOCATION – THE MOVE WILL TAKE PLACE
ONCE RENOVATIONS ARE COMPLETE!!
TO HELP THIS PROCESS, WE ARE ASKING
FOR NO DONATIONS FOR THE REST OF THE
MONTH OF MAY. THAT WAY OUR VOLUNTEERS
WILL BE ABLE TO WORK ON THE MOVE OF THE
CONTENTS OF THE STORE.
WE WILL BE OPEN AT OUR OLD LOCATION ON
SLOCAN AVE UNTIL MAY 21.

welcomes you to New Denver
May Days
• Guitars and Accessories
• Musical Instruments
• Stereo Equipment - Turntables
• Vintage Vinyl Records
• New Vinyl Records

421 6th Ave, New Denver
250-307-0163

the Bosun Hall, and makes its way
down to the park in time for the 6
pm announcements. The citizen
of the year will be honoured, and
prize winners will be announced.
Everyone is welcome to join
the parade – line up at 5 pm.
Bocce teams and market vendors
can call Jessica at 250-551-7204
to sign up.

Go to Centennial Park
Support the community!

Open 10-5
7 days/week

WE WILL BE CLOSED FROM MAY 23 UNTIL MAY
31 AND WILL RE-OPEN ON JUNE 1 AT THE NEW
LOCATION AT 805 KILDARE STREET.

COMMUNITY
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Silverton council, May 11: Village to dispute census population number
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter

Census appeal

The Village is going to appeal its
2021 federal census results.
The census results, released
earlier this year, showed Silverton
lost a whopping 23% of its population
– from 195 to 149 – in the last five
years. Mayor Colin Ferguson said at
the time the numbers made no sense.

To appeal the count, the Village
can supply additional internal data
to Census Canada to challenge its
numbers. In this case, the Village
wants to use the electoral rolls it drew
up for its recent byelection.
Council voted to have the CAO
ask Elections BC for permission
to use the rolls to help make its
case. The names on those rolls are
protected by privacy laws, requiring

A new full-production
recording studio with
accommodations in Kaslo
Open House 1-4 pm, Saturday May 28
340 Front Street, Kaslo
Everyone welcome!
www.propel-studios.com

council to ask for special permission
to use them in its case.
“They will be perusing the list to
extract certain statistical data, but no
identifiable personal information,”
said Main.

Community Initiatives
grants

Council held its annual special
meeting April 27 to decide which
groups would receive Columbia
Basin Trust Community Initiatives
Program grants for 2022.
The Healthy Community Society
of the North Slocan Valley was one
of the big winners, receiving more
than $8,100 for their food programs,
which take place mostly at Lucerne
School. Harvest Share also received
$1,999 for its food program. The
New Denver and Area Housing
Society received $1,500 for the
affordable housing project.
Youth and children also received
support – with Lucerne Elementary
getting $4,000 for the bouldering
wall project, the Goat Mountain
Kids Society receiving $1,200, and
the Youth Centre Society receiving
$2,700.
The environment and recreation
weren’t ignored by the council.
The Arrow Lakes Environmental
Stewardship Society received
$3,500 to study the environmental
impacts of wildfires and wildfire
mitigation; the North Slocan Trails
Society got $1,700 for its Butter
MTB Trail Phase 2 project; the
Rosebery-Summit-Bonanza Trail
Alliance received $1,500 to do trail
improvements; and the Slocan Lake

Golf Club got $1,000.
Arts groups received several big
grants, including the Northern Valley
Mountain Film Festival ($2,000), the
Valhalla Fine Arts Society ($3,000)
and the Spark in the Dark Lantern
Festival ($1,500).
About a dozen groups received
smaller grants as well.
There were some tough choices
to make – the Village had $37,193
to spend, and more than $55,034 in
requests.
The council’s decisions were
expected to be approved by the
board of directors of the Regional
District of Central Kootenay at its
May meeting.

New garbage cans

The Village will install two new
public garbage bins in the public
works yard at the Village office in
an effort to contain illegal dumping.
That was the result of a discussion
on the placement of the two bins.
Several other options were discussed
– at the campground, day park, or
Silver Cove – but they all came with
problems. One big issue was people
overstuffing the bins and leaving a
prime bear-attractant mess in their
wake. One councillor also pointed
a finger at out-of-town residents
dumping their garbage in the village.
Council feels by having the bins
in a controlled space, they will be
able to gauge how useful they are
and keep an eye on non-residents
using the bins.
The Village will also post signage
making it clear the bins are only for
community residents.

General Store renos

The owners of the Silverton
General Store have received
permission to do some major
renovations to their heritage building.
Steve and Danika Hammond
want to install a sprinkler system,
improve the main floor firewalls,
install two bathrooms, and rewire
the building as required. They’re
also putting in a large septic system.
They say the project will cost
about $135,000 in total.

To make changes to the historic
building, or any building along that
stretch of highway, they had to apply
for a development permit.
Despite some concerns
about the lack of details in the
proposal, councillors approved the
development permit. They noted
that details were not necessary as
the project involves upgrades to
the interior of the building, while
development permit regulations
apply more to building exteriors.

Art gallery lease

Village council wants to have a
better relationship with its tenant,
the Slocan Lake Arts Council, and
its rental of the historic gallery and
performance space building in town.
Council approved a plan to
review the policy governing the
tenancy, and its lease, with SLAC.
The idea is to ensure that when it
comes up for renewal next year, the
relationship between the Village and
artist’s group will be clearer.
Calling their communications
over the last few years “challenging,”
staff asked for a review of the
lease “to address the concerns and
create a positive process and clear
understanding of the relationship
and responsibilities of both parties.”
A report relates several incidents
in recent years where SLAC did
work on the building without fully
having the Village involved. That
included moving some wiring around
and painting the sprinkler system,
“which impacted the integrity of the
system,” a report from staff said.
“It seems there was work being
done that was not approved by the
Village,” said Main. “Since we
own that building and have liability
around it, we need to address some
of those things.”
Staff said now was a good time to
launch a review of the tenancy policy
for the building, as the lease was due
for renewal in 2023.
“The policy does not seem
easy for staff to follow and did
not seem to be helping the society
understand what was expected of
them… council should be reviewing
before the deadline of the 2023 lease
agreement,” said CAO Hillary Elliot.
“It’s not really facilitating good
communication between us as the
building owners, and the gallery
society as the lessors,” said Main.
The lease and policy was referred
to a future Committee of the Whole
discussion in the months to come.

It pays to
advertise in
the Valley
Voice!!!
Call toll free
1-833-501-1700
for details

valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca
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The Lift becomes the Fireweed Hub
submitted
The Silverton Cowork Society
has moved to a new location on
the main street in New Denver
and has a new name to match. The
Fireweed Hub will share the former
Hidden Garden Gallery building
with the Food Hamper Society
and the Donation Store as well as
the Creations art and craft store.
Fireweed users can book desk
space by the day or pay for access
by the month, and a meeting room
can also be booked by individuals
or groups.
Coworking allows people to
enjoy most of the perks of an
office at a fraction of the cost
by only paying for the use they
need. Cowork users bring their
paperwork and laptops or other
devices and make use of available

tables or desks to do their work
while they are there. Cowork
spaces provide an environment
away from the distractions of
home with fast reliable internet,
a tidy place to host meetings with
clients, consultants or employees,
and a break from the isolation of
the home office. An added bonus
is the opportunity to connect with
other users who may have an
extended skillset and be interested
in collaborating.
The idea of a cowork facility
in our area was first proposed by
area resident Danika Hammond.
She saw a vibrant, well-equipped
and flexible shared workspace
as a way to equip our local
communities for a sustainable
future by supporting the type of
work that is increasingly practiced

by freelancers, entrepreneurs and
members of the modern digital
workforce. At her instigation,
the non-profit Silverton Cowork
Society (SCS) was formed, some
preliminary funding was obtained
and The Lift began on a lean startup model in temporary spaces in
Silverton. The plan at the time was
to ultimately move into a renovated
space in the old Silverton General
Store.
The SCS’s focus expanded in
early 2021 when it was awarded
substantial funding from the BC
Community Economic Recovery
Infrastructure Program for the
inclusion of a food-oriented
workspace under its umbrella. The
renovation would now also include
food storage and preparation areas
with a full commercial kitchen.
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However, after consultations
with experts, the Silverton site
was deemed impractical for a
commercial kitchen and so an
alternative location was sought.
SCS has now secured a longterm agreement to lease and
renovate the former Rory’s on
Main property in New Denver.
Some complex and elegant legal
agreements were crafted to ensure
that the grant funds used to
renovate the space would benefit
the community rather than simply
adding equity to the property.
The group is very excited to have
signed off on the agreements and
is now proceeding eagerly to
secure design drawings, permits,
consultants and contractors. An
open house will be held during
the summer to show agricultural

producers, food and hospitality
businesses, non-profit groups and
interested community members the
plans for this space.
“Having our current smallerscale cowork space just across the
street is ideal,” said SCS board
member Miranda Hughes. “It has
great visibility, and we can use
it to keep people apprised of the
renovations taking place at our
long-term home nearby.”
Fireweed plans to enable free
public wifi access in the garden
area of their current location during
New Denver Friday Market days,
and during these Wi-Fri-Days,
a host will be on site to answer
questions and show off the space.
More information and access
to the online booking system can
be found at http://fireweedhub.ca .

Thank you for supporting your local businesses!
The key to a thriving local economy throughout the pandemic and always

NAKUSP & AREA

Jones Boys Boats

Open 9 am - 5 pm Monday to Saturday. Contactless debit/credit. Cleaning
protocols in place, customers reminded to social distance. Masks are at the
discretion of the customer.
Facebook: Bon Marche Dollar Dollar Nakusp
250-265-3644

Kaslo Kayaking & Adventure Centre

Bon Marche Dollar Dollar

Crescent Bay Construction Ltd.

Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-5 pm
Nitrile gloves must be put on (available beside the door) when entering and
discarded (beside the door) when leaving.
Phone orders and pick-up available. E-transfer payment available at cresbay@
telus.net • 250-265-3747

Kim’s Kustoms

Open regular hours, 8:30 am-5:30 pm
250-265-4012

Nakusp Glass

Open
Drop in, call or email to make an appointment.
250-265-3252, nakuspglass@gmail.com

Nakusp Taxi

Pick-up and delivery of anything from licenced food, beverage and retail stores.
250-265-8222

Royal LePage Selkirk Realty

Open Mon-Fri 9:30 am - 12 noon, 1 pm - 4:30 pm.
Our agents are more than happy to help!
250-265-3635; Nakusp@royallepage.ca

Shon’s Bike - Ski - Stay

Mon-Sat, 9 am-5:30 pm
Please drop off bike repairs to the front entrance of the shop.
No appointments are necessarily for bike tune-ups. Our coffee shop and
lounge area is open.
For all inquiries, call us at 250-265-3332, email info@shons.ca, website:
www.shons.ca, Facebook: Shon’s Bike-Ski-Stay.

Save-On-Foods

Open 8 am - 7 pm daily. Max customer limit in place. Please shop individually.
Bottle returns - up to 2 dozen max.
250-265-3662. Store Manager: Kira, Asst. Manager: Ryan

Eagle Small Motors and Repairs

Monday 4-6 pm; Tuesday-Thursday 9 am-6 pm; Friday-Saturday 9 am-5 pm.
250-265-4911

KASLO & AREA
ACE Building Centre-Kaslo

Open 7:30-5 Mon-Sat, Open Sundays and most stat holidays 10-2
250-353-7628, kaslo.building@telus.net, www.kaslobuilding.com

Angry Hen Brewing Company

Open for patio and inside seating with off-sales for beer to go, 7 days a week!
Phone to pre-order or to arrange a ‘beer-it-forward’ delivery for a friend. 250353-7446, lounge@angryhenbrewing.com, Facebook, Instagram.

Cornucopia

Now open Mon-Sat, 9:00 - 5:30, closed Sunday
250-353-2594; cornkaslo@gmail.com; Facebook Cornucopiakaslo

JB’s Pub & Restaurant

Open Wed-Sun, 3-9 pm. Hours will extend in the summer.
Takeout available 250-353-7716; 250-353-7717

We are open for business!
www.jonesboysboats.com
250.353.2550 info@jonesboysboats.com
https://www.facebook.com/Jonesboysboats
www.kasloadventurecentre.com
250-353-1925 Getting you outside for your mental health!

Kaslo Hotel

OPEN! Pub 1PM daily. Happy Hour every afternoon from 3PM – 5PM! Front desk
8AM-11AM & 3PM-8PM Monday – Thursday, 8AM – 9PM Friday – Sunday for
check-in and reservations. Strict sanitizing protocols in place. 250-353-7714, www.
kaslohotel.com, Facebook.

Kaslo Husky

Open Mon-Fri, 5 am-8 pm; Sat 6 am-8 pm; Sun 7 am-8 pm
Physical distancing measures in effect. 250-353-2205

T.H.E. Pharmacy (Kaslo)

Open Monday-Friday 9:30 am-5:30 pm
We look forward to serving you!
Welcome to shop by visiting during business hours or:
By phone: 250-353-2224, By fax: 250-353-2336, By email: kaslopharm@gmail.com
For prescription refills online visit: kaslopharmacy.myrefill.ca
403 Front Street, PO Box 550, Kaslo V0G 1M0
kaslopharm@gmail.com, phone 250-353-2224, fax 250-353-2336

Kaslo Mechanical

Open! Tuesday - Friday 9 am - 5 pm, Saturday 9 am - 1 pm
Closed long weekends.
6336 Hwy 31, Kaslo • 250-353-7409

Kul Nijjar, REALTOR(R) Fair Realty Ltd.
Open
kul@kulnijjar.ca, 250-505-4722

Sunnyside Naturals

Open Mon-Sat, 9 am-6 pm
Physical distancing measures in effect. Food takeout
Phone orders and delivery available. 250-353-9667

Woodbury Resort

Boat rentals, Camping, Fishing! Angler Incentive Program Depot
Ph: 250-353-7717; Fax 250-353-2004 woodbury@netidea.com

SLOCAN VALLEY
NEW DENVER

Glacier View Service

Open 7 days, 8 am - 5:30 pm
250-358-2445

T.H.E. Pharmacy (New Denver)

Open Mon-Fri, 10 am-5:30 pm
We look forward to serving you!
Welcome to shop by visiting during business hours or:
By phone: 250-358-2500, By fax: 250-358-2520, By email: kaslopharm@gmail.
com (please use reference “NDCP”) 309 6th Avenue, New Denver V0G 1S0

New Market Foods

Open every day, 8 am-6 pm
You are welcome to come and shop. Keep your distance as much as you can
with others. We have hand sanitizer at the door as well as at the tills. If you are
self isolating or not wanting to come to the store, we can do your shopping for
you and have it delivered to you or you can pick it up. You can call the store at
250-358-2270 or email shop@newmarketfoods.ca to place your orders.

Raven’s Nest

Now Open Every Day: Mon–Sat, 10:30 am – 4:30 pm; Sun, Noon – 3 pm • Our
gazebo on Main has great natural fibre clothing deals, and for further savings
please visit RavensNestBC.com • Recent Arrivals: Our Spring/Summer ‘22
eco-fashion collection is almost complete as new styles come in weekly from
Canada’s most ethical brands • The fictional Much Ado About Corona by John
Manley is our newest book, and we still have half of the current bestsellers in
Canadian fiction • Thanks for shopping local – we hope to see you soon! • 250358-2178 • Facebook & Instagram •

Sharie Merrifield’s Bookkeeping Service

Help your business succeed ! ! I will manage your GST, PST, MRDT, WCB, and
Wage Deduction Remittances in a timely manner. 25 years experience. Sharie
Merrifield (250) 358 - 6806 Email: sha01@telus.net (that is a zero, not an ‘O’)

Valley Voice

Open 1-833-501-1700; valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca, www.valleyvoice.ca

SILVERTON

Silverton Building Supplies

Open Monday-Saturday 8:00 am-5:00 pm
Hand sanitizer is provided. Please observe distancing.
We look forward to serving you!
250-358-2293

Silverton Camp Cafe

Open year round, 7 days a week including holidays! Everything fresh baked
daily. Monday-Saturday 9:00-4:00, Sunday 9-3. 780-660-3784

SLOCAN

Village of Slocan – Office, Library, Clinic, Fitness Centre

Village Office open – Masks Mandatory. Library open (Thursdays 1-5pm,
Sundays 11am-3pm) - COVID protocols in place; masks mandatory; take out
service available. Clinic open – Nurse Practitioner, Acupuncture - COVID
protocols in place; masks mandatory. Fitness Centre temporarily closed.

Slocan Village Market

Open every day 9am-8pm
We have limited the occupancy to 6 customers at a time to enable social
distancing. We thank you for remembering to wear your mask.
We accept phone and curbside orders for those who are unable to wear a
mask. Thank you for your support!
250-355-2211, svmkt@telus.net

WINLAW

Emery Herbals Botanical Dispensary, Healing Suites and
Teaching Centre

The Botanical Dispensary is open Thursday - Saturday 12-4.
Order requests can be sent to orders@emeryherbals.com or phone 250226-7744.
Visit our online shop: https://emeryherbals.com/online-apothecary/
Colleen Emery, Cl.H, RHT (BCHA) is seeing clients onsite and online or via
phone. New clients are welcome.
All classes and programs are hosted onsite and online.

Mama Sita’s

Open for dine-in, take-out, delivery & Outdoor seating. Sun 8 am-7 pm, Mon 8
am-7 pm Tues 8 am - 7 pm Wed-Sat 8 am - 8 pm.
Phone or come in. 250-226-7070.

Gaia Tree Whole Foods

New hours: Mon-Sat 9 am-6 pm; Sun 10 am-4 pm
Email to order for pick-up: gaiatreewholefoods@gmail.com 250-226-7255
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Kaslo council, May 10: Youth council makes requests for Kaslo Pride Day
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
The Kaslo and Area Youth
Council is bringing back Kaslo
Pride Day, after cancelling the event
last year due to the pandemic.
The group came to ask council
for permissions to close the corner at
Centre and Fourth Street on Friday,
June 3 while a rainbow crosswalk is
painted, and to hold a small parade
and raise the Pride flag at City Hall
on June 4. They were also looking to
rent Legacy Park to hold their event
and for the Village to proclaim June
as Kaslo Pride Celebration Month.
Council will have a response for
the next meeting of council, in time

to move forward with planning for
the event.

Golf course trees

Work is going to begin to
remove dangerous trees from the
fairways on the golf course.
Council approved removal of
about a dozen trees identified by an
arborist last October as a danger to
the public. And it’s going to send
out notices for about another halfdozen trees that don’t constitute an
immediate threat, but will likely
have to be removed at some point.
Council approval is required
before the trees can be removed, and
residents living within 60 metres
of the less dangerous trees have to

We are calling for nominations for

2022 Citizen of the Year

It is the Community’s way of saying, Thank you for making life better for
everyone in our communities!
In making a nomination, keep in mind a few simple guidelines:
1. Recognition should have nothing to do with the nominee’s occupation.
2. The nominee cannot have previously received this honor.
3. We look for nominees who selflessly volunteer their time to help
make life better for neighbors, friends and even people they don’t
know. Their contributions can be big or small. When evaluating
the nominations, thoughtful consideration is given to those whose
good deeds are not necessarily well known.
4. Deadline for submissions is June 8, 2022
Nomination can be mailed to:
Citizen of the Year 2022, Village of Kaslo
Box 576, Kaslo, BC, V0G 1M0
Dropped off at the Village office
or emailed to: admin@kaslo.ca

This award is sponsored by the Village of Kaslo.

Support and
Outreach
Worker

Permanent Part-time Employment Opportunity

8 hours per week including travel and reporting time
Wage $24.06/hr
As a Support and Outreach worker, you will provide person
centered support and services to adults with developmental
disabilities, as well as individuals who have a diagnosis of
Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) or Fetal Alcohol Spectrum
Disorder(FASD) and who also have significant difficulty doing
things on their own.
Preferred qualifications and skills:
• Work from a person-centred approach respecting diversity
and self-determination
• Good oral and written communication skills.
• Current first aid certificate (training provided if needed)
• Criminal Record Check and adherence to a confidentiality
policy will be required.
• Possess a valid BC Drivers Licence and reliable vehicle
for client transportation
Work Environment
• Community and/or home-based support
• Applicants must be able to confirm they are fully vaccinated
against COVID-19 or to provide proof of an exemption.
Wage: $24.06/hour
Please submit cover letter and resume by e-mail to
administrator@nklcss.org
Detailed job description on our website www.nklcss.org
This position is open until filled. Only those shortlisted will
be contacted.
NKLCSS is committed to an equitable, diverse, and inclusive workforce.
We welcome applications from all qualified persons. We encourage
members of the BIPOC and LGBTQIA2S+ communities to apply.

be notified under the Village’s Tree
Policy.
The Kaslo Golf Club has offered
to pay for the removal or pruning of
all the recommended trees. Council
will get 5% from the sale of any of
the logs.

Patio Policy

After hearing from council
in April that they wanted to see a
review of the outdoor patio policy,
staff prepared a draft of a refurbished
policy governing the look and style
of outdoor facilities that businesses
will be able to put on Kaslo streets.
The Village allows restaurants to
set up outdoor patios on boulevards,
sidewalks, road allowances and
street parking spaces. The policy
sets standards for the size, location,
style, and length of time businesses
can lease the space.
“There really haven’t been
that many changes to the policy,”
said Village Corporate Officer
Catherine Allaway. “But there has
been a change to prohibit, rather
than discourage, roofs over the
structures.”
She also said council might want
to consider regulating non-patio
commercial use of sidewalk space,
like when businesses put display
racks outside their business doors.
Councillors are reviewing the
new draft policy and any input they
have will be incorporated into a new
version of the policy, which will be
brought to the table at the May 24
council meeting.

Budget and taxes
finalized

Kaslo’s 2022 budget and tax rate
bylaws have been adopted.
The Village will collect
$682,500 in taxes from properties
in the Village this year, about 5%
more than last year. This works
out to about a 4% tax increase for
residential property owners. There
was no increase to water and sewer
charges this year.
However, when you include
the other government levies the
Village is required to collect – from
the Regional District of Central
Kootenay, School District 8, the
hospital board, RCMP and others,
the total increase facing the average
property owner is about 7%.
Much depends on how much
your tax assessment increased this
year, noted staff.

• Fresh Meat Cut Daily
• Fresh & Frozen Seafood
• Freezer Packs
• Deli Sandwiches to go
• Awesome Cheese Selection
• Fresh & Smoked Sausage
• Smoked Salmon
• Awesome Beef Jerky
• Custom Cutting
• Weekly Instore Specials

“A property with an assessment
increase below the average may
see a lower tax increase, or even a
reduction,” they note. “A property
with a higher assessment increase
may pay higher taxes.”
The residential tax, however, is
only a small part of Village revenues.
With grants from higher levels of
government, service charges, water
and sewer charges, etc., the Village

will take in more than $5.7 million
this year.
The Village budget includes
money for the Kaslo River dike and
bank repairs, the A Ave. watermain
replacement, a 2% wage increase
for staff, upgrades to Village historic
buildings, water plant upgrades, and
other projects.
The tax notices will be going
out shortly.

by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
Taxpayers in the communities
surrounding Kaslo may be happy
they paid into a mosquito control
program this year, even though
chances are “it’s going to be less
fun” in terms of mosquito levels
than in the recent past, officials say.
Regional District of Central
Kootenay officials held an open
house on May 4 to give details
on their mosquito control plans
for 2022 for Pine Ridge (south of
Kaslo), and the Meadow Creek
area at the north end of Kootenay
Lake.
Officials told residents that the
heavy snowpack and slow melt this
spring are lining up to contribute
to flooding – and mosquito habitat
– in the Lardeau Valley area’s
lowlands beneath Duncan Dam.
“This year is not looking good
from a snowpack perspective,”
said Dirk Lewis, the head of
Morrow Biosciences, the company
managing the mosquito program.
He noted snowpack levels are up to
127% of normal, and there’s been
no significant melt to date.
“If this snow doesn’t start to
come out smoothly and slowly,
then we’re in for a quite a bit of a
freshet,” he told the live and online
audience. “And the higher the
freshet, the more challenging it is
on the ground. It’s inevitable there
will be more mosquitoes.
“So this year it’s looking like
it’s going to be a ‘less fun’ year
than in the recent past.”
Mosquitoes in the Lardeau
Valley that breed in the floodwaters
can travel up to 15 kilometres,
and are quite aggressive, Lewis
noted. His crews will work on
spreading a bacterial larvicide,
Bacillus thuringiensis israelensis,
in the Lardeau River area flooded
lands and north end of Kootenay
Lake. The bacteria granules will be
scattered by hand in mid-May, and
by helicopter starting in early June.
When the mosquito eats the

bacteria, it dies quickly – and
the procedure has shown 85%
effectiveness in testing, said Lewis.
“Our goal is to shorten the
amount of time mosquitoes are
an annoyance, and lessen the
annoyance when they are out and
about,” he said.
There are two quite different
control programs in the region.
In Pine Ridge, south of Kaslo, it’s
not so much floodwaters that cause
problems as backyard ponds and
human-created habitat. It relies on
buy-in from local citizens to be
effective, and targets the application
of bacteria to smaller areas, usually
by hand. That program costs about
$12,000 annually, paid for by local
taxpayers.
The Meadow Creek program is
much larger, and is caused in large
part by flooding caused by water
control of the Columbia River
system. Spread over a much wider
area, of mostly public land, the
mosquito densities can be “quite
extreme” say officials. Because
they have to use helicopters to
cover the area effectively, it costs
nearly $90,000 – two-thirds of it
covered by local taxpayers, the rest
from an RDCK grant.
Where education on mosquito
control is needed to make the
southern program effective,
individual buy-in – or opting out
– doesn’t make much difference
in the northern program, said
Lewis. The program will respect
individual landowner’s wishes
not to have flyovers or application
of the bacteria on their properties.
“Education is important, but
most mosquitoes don’t come from
around residential areas – they
come from floodwaters,” said
Lewis, who has run the program
locally for 20 years.
Residents can help combat
mosquitos in their area by reducing
the insects’ habitat. Homeowners
should remove or refresh standing
water daily. These areas include
bird baths, old tires, clogged
gutters, animal troughs, and kiddy
pools, to name a few.
“We also encourage residents to
reduce their exposure to mosquito
bites through personal protective
measures such as wearing longsleeved shirts and pants, choosing
light-coloured clothing, using
insect repellent, deploying
mosquito netting at home, and
ensuring window screens are
properly installed and maintained,”
the RDCK advises.

Lardeau Valley faces nasty
mosquito year, despite controls

Support the
Valley Voice with a
voluntary
subscription

Only $5-$50
Send Cheque or Money Order to:
Valley Voice, Box 70,
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

NAKUSP & THE ARROW LAKES

May 19, 2022 The Valley Voice

19

Nakusp council, May 9: Council to discuss economic priorities with NADB
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
Council is going to be meeting
with its economic development
board to discuss what priorities it
should have for building the area’s
economy.
The Nakusp and Area
Development Board will meet with
council and “selected community
representatives” on Thursday, May
19 to discuss the Village’s focus
for development.
“This will be a good opportunity
for community members to learn
what is most important to the
Village, as well as for Village
leaders to learn what others think,”
NADB President Corrine Tessier
wrote to council. “NADB will
use the results of this session to
determine its strategic priorities
going forward.”
Council spent a bit of time
discussing what its priorities
would be, and staff suggested
council choose three priorities to
expand on with the NADB.
“One thing council commented
on was that they did not feel
they needed to state that tourism
was a specific strategic priority
for NADB to focus on,” Chief
Administrative Officer Wayne
Robinson told the Valley Voice.
“Not that tourism is not important
– but they felt that tourism is doing
well, so it is important to focus on
industry/agriculture.”
Robinson said council felt
that industry should be a priority
due to the current crisis facing
the local Box Lake Lumber mill

(see ‘Box Lake Lumber will
survive old-growth deferrals’
elsewhere in this issue), while
agriculture was highlighted given
recent supply chain challenges and
unprecedented weather events.
Council voted to forward the
list to the development group and
will meet with them to discuss
further.

by Jan McMurray
NACFOR’s controversial Box
Mountain wildfire risk reduction
project has been put on hold
indefinitely.
“At this time, the Wildfire Risk
Reduction plans for Unit 6 and Unit
7 in the Box Mountain area have
not been granted funding from the
BC provincial government. This
project is on pause, and may be
readdressed in the future,” states a
post on NACFOR’s website.
Last spring, NACFOR started
encountering opposition to the
project as soon as they posted
information about it on their
website, and reached out to
residents living in the area. The
residents’ biggest concern was
their water supply.
Residents rallied. They
circulated a petition in the
c o m m u n i t y, g a r n e r i n g 5 5 0
signatures. They reached out to
Dr. Suzanne Simard, registered
professional forester and professor
of ecology at UBC, who took
the time to go to Nakusp, walk
Box Mountain, and provide
the residents with an initial
assessment. They reached out
to Herb Hammond, registered
professional forester and forest
ecologist, who did a review of
NACFOR’s planning documents
for the project. They also reached

out to the Autonomous Sinixt,
as the Box Mountain watershed
is on their traditional territory,
and received a letter expressing
opposition to the project from
Marilyn James.
All these documents were
assembled into a package by three
concerned residents – Barbara
Whyte, Ed Evans, and Terri
McLeod – and sent to Minister
of Forests Katrine Conroy and
Minister of Land, Water and
Resource Stewardship Josie
Osborne on April 7 this year. A
reply on behalf of the ministers
from a senior ministry staffperson
was received on May 5.
The email from Russ Laroche,
Regional Executive Director,
Kootenay Boundary Region, says:
“With regard to WRR plans in
the Box Mountain area, I am sure
you are aware from our previous
correspondence with you that the
Box Mountain area is at moderate
risk of wildfire. It was determined
by Selkirk Resource District and
BC Wildfire Service staff that
the threat is relatively lower than
other proposed WRR projects in
the district. In addition, given that
the WRR program has a relatively
small program budget and limited
staff capacity, the program will not
be pursuing a project in the Box
Mountain area for the foreseeable

Stainless steel grave
markers

Nakusp residents may soon be
able to have their place of eternal
rest marked in stainless steel.
C o u n c i l a p p r o v e d s t a ff
changing the Village’s cemetery
bylaw to allow the shiny metal
to be used for grave markers,
alongside the traditional stone or
bronze.
The issue came up after a
review of the cemetery bylaw
found there wasn’t much choice
allowed by the current rules.
“The most commonly identified
materials are bronze or natural
stone,” said a council report. “Over
time there has been a few different
natural stone materials used for
memorial markers with bronze
being the only metal used.”
The most important
consideration was durability, staff
said. Maintenance crews only
work on the grounds, not markers,
and “therefore it is important for
the memorial markers to require
zero maintenance and be able to
withstand the outdoor elements.”
Looking around at options,
staff found the only practical new
option would be to allow stainless

steel. It’s tough, durable, wearresistant, and while not cheap, is
less expensive than bronze.
“ We w i l l n o t a l l o w t h e
cemeteries to look unsightly,”
continues the report. “This is a
space for our community members
that have moved on from the living
world to be mourned, remembered
and cherished by those who are
left behind.”
Council directed staff to bring
forward the necessary changes to
the bylaw to allow stainless steel
grave markers.

Budget settled

Council has settled its budget
process for the year with the
adoption of the Village’s fiveyear financial plan and tax rate
for 2022.
Village taxes are set for an
overall 3.5% increase to meet the
needs of the operating budget.
Residential homeowners make
up the biggest group of taxpayers
in the village, and the increase
works out to about a $29.39 or
3% increase for the average single
family dwelling.
The tax bill you’ll get in the
mail in June will not only include
Village taxes. Other levels of
government also draw their funds
through the municipal property
tax bill – and those organizations
are also asking for more this
year. Regional District of Central
Kootenay taxes are increasing
$35.58 or 7.01% for the average
single family dwelling, while
hospital taxes are increasing $1.95
or 3.15% for the average single

family dwelling.

Managing assets

Municipal governments have
to have plans in place to maintain,
expand or mothball its physical
infrastructure – things like roads,
sewer and water lines, and public
buildings like the arena and City
Hall. Asset management is a way
of planning for projects that avoids
tax rate shocks from infrastructure
failures.
S t a ff a s k e d c o u n c i l f o r
permission to apply for $50,000
from the Federation of Canadian
Municipalities to continue asset
management planning, something
started by Village staff in 2017.
“This project will provide
multiple benefits,” the report
states. “The data will help improve
decision making for future capital
projects, as well as strengthen
future grant applications for major
infrastructure projects.”
The project would focus on
an inventory of “natural capital
assets,” asset management training
for staff, and updating the water
and wastewater asset inventory
and creating a ‘water model’ for
the asset plan.
The total project would cost
$56,000, so the Village would have
to cover the rest of the cost, which
staff said should not be a problem
with current spending plans.
Council gave staff the okay to
apply to the FCM for the grant.

Rescheduled meetings

Now that council’s back in the
Emergency Services Building,
they have to juggle their meeting

Box Mountain wildfire risk reduction project fizzles out for now
future.
“It was clear that many of the
Box Mountain area community
members are deeply concerned
with any type of risk reduction
activity occurring in this area.
Should the WRR program consider
undertaking any planning on Box
Mountain in the future, we will
reach out to residents at that time.”
Concerned citizen Barbara
Whyte expressed thanks for “the
amazing support of everyone,”
including the Autonomous Sinixt,
the people who signed the petition,
Dr. Simard, Herb Hammond,
Nakusp mayor, Village council,
NACFOR and its directors.
When asked why she was
thanking mayor and council and
NACFOR, she said, “Our focus is
to work together, with everyone
being heard. It’s not a fight; it’s not
us and them. It’s about protecting
what needs to be protected on all
levels. They are doing their job

It pays to
advertise in the
Valley Voice!!!
Call toll free
1-833-501-1700
for details

and we are doing our job, and
we need to come to some kind of
arrangement. It’s important it’s
inclusive.”

schedule a bit to avoid conflict
with emergency services. As a
result, two Tuesday meetings—
May 24 and Oct. 11 – are being
rescheduled to the next day, May
25 and Oct. 12.

Even small ads get
noticed in the
Valley Voice.

Meet “Cowboy”

Our “Cowboy” has been an outside cat all his
life and has many stories to share. Although
he is a very shy, young adult male, he loves
attention. In his foster home, he seems OK
with small dogs. Are you the right person to
help “Cowboy” adjust to living inside, having a
home and becoming a loving companion? For
more information, call PALS at 250-265-3792.

WEEKLY SPONSOR:

Nakusp
(250) 265-3635 www.selkirkrealty.com

2021 Citizen of the Year,
Lifetime Achievement
Award and Youth
Achievement Award
Saturday, May 28, 2022 at
the Legion Hall

This year we honour Ray Nikkel, Kelly
Roberts & Tamara Cann
Tickets are at Hub International Insurance
$40.00 (Dinner included)
Doors open at 5:30 pm. Dinner served
by Deb Guest at 6:00 pm.
Sponsored by the Nakusp &
District Rotary Club

Nakusp
Citizen
of the Year
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Awardwinning, hand-stretched artisan pizza.
250-353-2282.
COVID CARE ALLIANCE: This
alliance of independent Canadian doctors,
scientists and health care practitioners is
committed to providing top-quality and
balanced evidence-based information to the
Canadian public about COVID-19 so that
hospitalizations can be reduced, lives saved,
and our country safely restored as quickly as
possible. www.canadiancovidcarealliance.
org.
ONLINE DIGITAL SUPPORT: Need
help using your laptop, tablet, or smart
phone? Want to learn how to use Zoom,
Facebook or another online platform?
Sign up for FREE one-on-one support
via Zoom. Email or phone to get started.
Sayre Knight 250-226-6949, sknight@
cbal.org

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

THE VALLEY VOICE IS FOR SALE!
What an amazing opportunity to live your
dream and own your own business. Become
the proud owner of the Valley Voice and

Your ad
could be
here for
only $20.00
+ GST

HOURS
9 AM - 9 PM

a quaint building on the main street of
New Denver. The newspaper business
can provide a modest living for you and
your family, and wonderful community
connections. If you are so inclined, we
would love to show you the ropes and stay
as long or as little as you need us. We have
absolutely loved our life as newspaper
people! Give us a call at 1-833-501-1700 for
a chat, or email valleyvoice@valleyvoice.
ca. Yours, Dan & Jan.

COMING EVENTS

ELDER ABUSE PREVENTION
- Drop in at the Resource Centre on
Wednesdays, 12-2 pm, 719 Vernon
Street, Nelson (Nelson & District Seniors
Coordinating Society). 250-352-6008,
NelsonElderAbusePrevention@gmail.
com, www.nelsonelderabuseprevention.
ca
AGM OF THE ARROWTARIAN Senior
Citizens Society, Friday May 27, 10:00 am,
Phase 4 lounge 2nd floor 206 -7th Ave.
Nakusp. Non-Profit Senior Housing 55+
Inf. 250-265-2020 or 250-265-8983.
CONTINUOUS GARAGE SALE (stuff
added as found), 231 Glenacres Road,

Local, organic
homemade food

509 Harold Street
Slocan, BC, V0G 2C0
Open Thurs - Sun
250-355-2433
Tues- Sat 8 am - 4 pm

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

NEW HOURS
MON-FRI 8 A.M. - 2 P.M.

Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0
Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

421 6th Ave, New Denver
250-307-0163

We provide timely processing
of your Payroll, A/Ps, A/Rs, and
Financial Statements

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 7:00 pm

Gaia Tree Whole Foods
Community Market

• All Organic Produce
• All Organic Grains

AGRICULTURE

Downtown Winlaw • 250-226-7255

Main Street, New Denver
www.RavensNestBC.com

H. A. Benson Inc.

Need to manage your GST, PST,
MRDT, Worksafe BC, & Wage
Deduction remittances?

Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area.
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

Now Open Every Day!
Monday – Saturday
11 am – 4 pm
Sunday, Noon – 3 pm

AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING
CONTAINERS 20 ft. and 40 ft. sizes.
Kootenay Containers Sales & Rentals,
Castlegar. 250-365-3014.
WATKINS PRODUCTS, HAND

ACCOUNTING
FOR YOU

518 6th Ave • New Denver

Mon-Sat 9-6
Sunday 10-4

FOR SALE

BIG DOG MUSIC

250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290
email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca

Community Discount Day:
Last Friday of the month

FOR RENT

PRIME RETAIL/COMMERCIAL
SPACE available for lease on Broadway
in Nakusp. 500 to 2000 sq/ft. C-1, core
commercial. 92 W Broadway St. 250265-1568.
3-BDR, 1 BATH HOME available in South
Slocan July 1. $1800 + yard maintenance.
1-236-598-5535.

• Guitars and Accessories • Musical
Instruments • Vintage Vinyl Records • New
Vinyl Records • Stereo Equipment - Turntables

New Market Foods

– Bulk Ordering –

CLASSIFIED ADS

Nakusp. Call for dates and time 250-2658943.
LARGE MOVING SALE GARAGE
SALE: One-day sale Saturday, May 21,
9 am-5 pm. Everything must go. All items
priced to sell. Don’t miss out. 4265 Slocan
River Road, Winlaw.
TRUNK SALE // FLEA MARKET at
the Vallican Whole! June 4, 10 am-3 pm.
$5 to book a spot to sell your goods; email
info@vallicanwhole.com. Refreshments
& good deals!

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription

Only $5-$50

Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
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CRAFTS – Bertha Williams, #11 – 217
Zacks Rd. 250-265-9080.
16’ AROLINER ALUMINUM BOAT,
25 hp Mercury outboard, trailer. $2,000.
250-358-7799.
ONE TINY STOVE – cast iron, window
in door, takes 8” firewood. One Generac
4000 generator. Runs well, will easily run
two skillsaws. 250-358-7158.

FOUND

TINY DRONE (4” x 4”) FOUND at East
Arrow Park on the walkway to the deck.
Bright orange. ‘Holy Stone’ is the make.
Call Wayne to claim. 250-265-0100.

HEALTH

SHADE TREE MASSAGE THERAPY
now welcoming new and returning clients
for therapeutic and relaxation treatments.
Clean, quiet, professional office located
in Winlaw. Jessica Coonen RMT 250
226-6887 shadetreemassagetherapy@
fastmail.com

HELP WANTED

CLEANER and PERSONAL SUPPORT
WORKER wanted for the New DenverSlocan area. Both jobs are part-time. $19
to start plus applicable mileage, depending

on experience. Will train. employment@
spectrumcares.ca.
65-YEAR-OLD disabled male looking for
home support in Silverton. 250-358-2756.
CUSTOMER
SERVICE
REPRESENTATIVE wanted for T.H.E.
Pharmacy (Kaslo). Front store duties
including cash register and customer care.
Permanent position – 32 hours a week.
Proud to be a Living Wage Employer in the
Kootenays. Email resume to: kaslopharm@
gmail.com
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
needed part-time for local financial firm.
The successful applicant will be positive,
detail-oriented, an effective communicator,
and willing to learn. Own computer
required. You can work from home.
Training provided. To apply, email noah@
richlundy.com.
GARDENING HELP WANTED –
Experienced senior gardener needs
enthusiastic, knowledgeable gardening
help, starting now through the season.
A246929@telus.net or 250-358-2768
(leave message).

Evergreen
Dental Hygiene
Booking appointments
250-265-0387

Bill Lander
REALTOR®
250-551-5652
bill@billlander.ca

I show all my listings!
Serving the Slocan Valley for the
16th year.
Offices in Nakusp, Nelson & Kaslo

Certified by the Province of BC to test drinking water

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

Your ad could
be here for only
$12.00 + GST

Sharie Merrifield
25 years experience
Email: sha01@telus.net
(That is a zero, not an ‘0’)
Tel: (250) 358-6806

MUSIC LESSONS

Support the Valley Voice with
a voluntary subscription

Only $5-$50
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NOTICES

ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS
a problem in your life? AA, NA and
ACA (Adult Children of Alcoholics/
Dysfunctional Families), AL-ANON
(family) meetings can help. For information
on AA: in New Denver, 250-358-7158;
Nakusp, 250-265-4216; Kaslo, 250-3539617. For NA: New Denver, 250-551-4043.
For AL-ANON (family): New Denver,
250-551-6540. For ACA (adult children of
alcoholics): Nakusp, 250-686-0567. Please,
if you can’t get through, try another number.
CARPENTER CREEK LAST WISHES
SOCIETY is a community resource,
providing step-by-step information
to assist in making informed choices
when pre-planning a personalized,
private funeral. 250-358-7760 www.
carpentercreeklastwishessociety.ca
HAVE YOU OR SOMEONE YOU
KNOW been sexually assaulted and want
help? Call the Interior Crisis Line 24/7 at
1-888-353-CARE to discuss your options or
go directly to Arrow Lakes Hospital or your
local emergency room for confidential care.

Lemon Creek
Lodge & Campground
Year-round facility
1-877-970-8090

HAIR

PETS

NO SIT! Not your usual dog training class.
Find the AMAZING in your dog. www.
proudofmydog.ca

REAL ESTATE

NO OBLIGATION free home market
evaluations. Sarah Rilkoff, 250-509-0006.
Valhalla Path Realty.

REAL ESTATE WANTED

WE’RE LOOKING FOR a small acreage
just outside of Kaslo. My wife Niki is from
the Kootenays and we’re hoping to move
to your lovely area. Contact Neale at (250)
221-1195 or nealesmith2905@gmail.com
Thanks very much!

SERVICES

JOURNEYMAN PLUMBER and “B”ticket gasfitter for new construction or
renovation plumbing, water systems/
filtration, septic. 250-777-3588 (Tim);
www.paradisevalleyplumbing.ca or email:
schaferspeare@gmail.com.
S AT E L L I T E T V / I N T E R N E T installation, service & repair: Xplornet,
Shaw, Telus, Bell, and other systems - home
& business, audio/video, cell boosters
& wifi networks - TJF WORKS - James
250-505-8392.

coming events
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Cool enough for you? April breaks weather record
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
Last month was the coldest
April in more than a half century
of record keeping in the West
K o o t e n a y, s a y s a w e a t h e r
forecaster with the Southeast Fire
Centre.
“We’ve been in this kind of
recurring northwesterly flow
pattern for the last few months,”
said fire weather forecaster Jesse
Ellis, who compiles monthly
weather records from the Castlegar
SEFC headquarters. “It’s related
to the fact we’re in a continued
La Nina phase of the El Nino
Southern Oscillation, or ENSO.”
WANTED
LOOKING FOR OLD CARS, trucks,
Indian and Harley motorbikes and a
1966-1977 Ford Bronco. Please call 250299-9841.

EDUCATION

The average overall mean
temperature was 5.8°C, a full three
degrees below average.
While two daily lowtemperature records were set (on
the 13th and 14th), the coldest day,
-6°C on the 13th, was still below
the record set in 1979, when the
mercury dropped to -7.5°C.
The dry spell also continued in
April. Total monthly precipitation
was below normal for the third
month in a row, this time by almost
40%.
“We haven’t figured out
the impact these large-scale,
global weather patterns have on
precipitation,” says Ellis. “So
the fact we’ve had three months
in a row makes me think there’s
something there, in terms of a
driving force, but we don’t know
what that is.”

Tuesday THRU Friday
– By Appointment –

358-7769

The simplest explanation, says
Ellis, is that cool air holds less
moisture than warm, so the cooler
temperatures may be responsible
for the reduced rain and snow.
“In a northwesterly flow, you
may need 50% more storms to
come through to get the same
amount of moisture as in a milder
southwesterly flow,” he says.
Ellis says the region should see
a return to seasonal temperatures
by mid-May.

Business Classifieds start at $10.00
Call 1-833-501-1700 for details
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Bikes, Skis,
Snowshoes
Sales and
Maintenance
Call Shon
250-265-3332
shonsbs@gmail.com
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STEEL TOE JOE’S
Automotive Repair
Joe Shaw

RECYCLING

AVA’S
Hair Studio

21

Owner & Journeyman Technician
3804 Pine Rd. Krestova, BC

Alongside Mountainberry

778.454.0180

stjautomotive@gmail.com

Next Valley Voice
Deadline:
May 27,
2022

250-358-7199

303-6th Avenue (Main St.), New Denver

TUES

Hand & Soul
Wellness Centre

202 Lake Avenue, Silverton

CHIROPRACTOR: Dr. Larry Zaleski
Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care
Offices in Silverton, Winlaw & Nakusp 250-358-2177

COUNSELLOR: Sue Mistretta, M.A.

Over 20 years counselling experience supporting
clients experiencing stress, anxiety, grief and other
life changes. In person and Secure Video sessions.
Now offering somatic therapy. Offices in Silverton
and Nelson. 250-777-1704
Visit www.handandsoul.ca
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ADVERTISING GIFTS
SUPPORT FOR
YOUR SPIRIT

Bi-weekly book study, biweekly services, Tuesday
8 am meditation, monthly
Contemplative in the Kootenays
For information & links, contact
descamp@heartsrest.com
Turner Zion United Church of
Canada is alive and welcomes
you online—and in person.

Your ad
could be
here for
only $20.00
+ GST

Your ad could
be here for only
$12.00 + GST
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Online auction in support of new Kaslo Library surpasses fundraising goal
submitted
The online auction in April 2022
in support of the new library project in
Kaslo raised a total of $22,396 – more
than 10% above its fundraising target.
Anne Heard, chair of the Kaslo
and District Library board, said she
was thrilled with the response to the
auction, as it once again exceeded all
expectations. Special thanks go to a long
list of donors who provided an appealing
variety of Kootenay-style experiences,
services and products to bid on.
Bids came in from many parts of
BC, and from as far away as Quebec,
California and Texas. Items up for bid
included adventures like ziplining and

AVIS EXCAVATING
Serving the Slocan Valley

• Excavation • Ditching
• Water Lines • Land Improvement
• Sand & Gravel Delivery

historic tours; places to stay or visit
in Kaslo and Ainsworth; beautiful
artwork including prints, paintings,
quilts, and stained glass; services from
massage to yard work to ancestry
research; and music, including lessons,
entertainment, and Kaslo Jazz Fest
tickets. Some thought that the seventh
bid on a Baker’s Dozen of Fresh Baked
Croissants donated by Croissant Moon
was a glitch, but it was a generous bid/
donation of $372! The last few hours of
the auction included a lively bidding war
to win a priceless BC totem pole created
by Godfrey Hunt – Kwakiutl, of the
Thunderbird, Whale, and Chief Women.
The auction was part of an ongoing
effort to raise funds to build a new
library in Kaslo. Last year, an accessible
downtown location at the corner of
5th and Front Streets was acquired via
Village of Kaslo support, grants from
Columbia Basin Trust and Community

p: 250-226-7849
w: avisexcavating.com
Larry Avis: lmavis@telus.net

Fund of North Kootenay Lake Society
(CFNKLS), several donations, and the
first online auction in 2021. Since then,
an additional $308,000 has been raised
to go directly towards planning and
constructing a new library.
Currently, the planning team is
working with Carscadden Stokes
McDonald Architects to update the
design, incorporate energy efficiencies

and carbon neutral materials, and acquire
more accurate class B costing to prepare
for a federal grant application. Stay
tuned! Updated plans will be presented
in an open house this summer. Visit the
Kaslo library website for details.
“Congratulations on exceeding your
fundraising goal,” said Kaslo Mayor
Suzan Hewat in her comments on the
auction.

“What a wonderful selection
of unique items in your fundraising
auction,” said one bidder. “Go Kaslo
library!” exclaimed another. “I celebrate
the new library plans and the board as
well as all the community members
whose participation will bring it about,”
commented yet another bidder.
For more information, contact Eva
Kelemen, 250-353-2942.

submitted
Communities run on volunteers.
From hockey coaches to fundraising
clean-up crews to feeding the hungry,
volunteerism is the oil that makes
communities work.
Older citizens have traditionally
been the largest source of volunteers.
But as our society ages, and boomers
get older, the need for volunteers is
growing – while the number available
is shrinking. The aging population is
creating a greater demand for health
and social services, while the current
infrastructure – from supported living
housing to hospital beds to palliative
rooms – struggles to keep up.
Because of that, there is going to
be an ever-increasing need for we, as
community members, to take care of
each other. But we need people to give
of their time and energy to make that
happen. The only obstacle to meeting
the need is a lack of volunteers.

If you have been thinking of
volunteering, but don’t know how to
get started, there are a number of local
community organizations already set
up to welcome you, and support you
in training.
Nav-CARE is a program
administered by the Kalein Centre that
provides volunteer navigators to people
with declining health. This program is
available in the Arrow Lakes Valley,
Slocan Valley, Nelson and area, and
Salmo. For more information visit
kaleincentre.org.
Better at Home is a program
that provides a range of non-medical
volunteer services such as light yard
work, minor home repairs, light
housekeeping, grocery shopping, snow
shoveling and transportation. Better at
Home is available in the Castlegar and
Nakusp areas. For more information
visit aslcs.com/betterathome and cdss.
ca/programs/castlegar-better-at-home-

program. Kootenay Seniors offers
something similar: kootenayseniors.ca
Hospice organizations provide
support at end of life for the dying and
their families, bereavement support and
friendly visits for elderly in long-term
care. There are hospice organizations in
Nelson, Castlegar, Nakusp, New Denver
and Kaslo. For more information visit
newdenverhospice.com, nakusphospice.
com, hsnkl.org/
WE Graham Community Services
and the Arrow & Slocan Lakes
Community Services offer a range of
support services, including food banks.
For more information visit wegcss.org/
servicesandfacilities/food-bank/slocanvalley-food-cupboard/ or aslcs.com/
foodbank
There are also a number of
programs offering meals for seniors and
transportation, etc. For more information
about all things related to Kootenay
seniors’ health, visit kb.fetchbc.ca/

Need for volunteers grows as community ages

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN
HALL LUMBER
& BUILDING SUPPLIES
SOLID
PLAN

MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter
TimberFrame Homes
Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall
Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding
Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales
dave@maddentimber.com

250 265 1807

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat
10 am to 5 pm
PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd.
Edgewood, BC

K&A

Kent & Arlene Yardcare Services
Housewatch • Free Estimates
358-2508 • 358-7785 • 505-8210
wyofonoff1@yahoo.ca

Jim Pownall
& Co.

S. KING, CET

LOG & TIMBER
FRAME HOMES

s.king@solid-plan.ca

New Denver • BC
250-358-2566
jpownall@telus.net

DRAFTING AND DESIGN
(250) 358-7922

4619 Hwy 6, New Denver, BC V0G 1S1

Crescent Bay
Construction Ltd.

Crane Service

Randy
Speers
Construction

Construction, timber framing and HRV
installations • Serving Nakusp & Area

250-265-7313

Wired by Alex

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation
Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431
• Email cresbay@telus.net

Tim Reilly

Suite 3, 622 Front St
Nelson, BC VlL 4B7
C: (250)551-6584
Licensed Residential Builder & General Contractor
Design • Project Management • Building Services
www.trctimberworks.com

Medical and
recreational
cannabis seeds

Electrical Contracting Ltd

Outlawseeds.
online

250-358-7721

Leaf Cabinetry

Residential & commercial
cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC

250.226.7441

T: (250) 551-7127
E: joszef@airpost.net

www.leafcabinetry.com

Darcy Feiffer

250-265-7437

Proudly Serving The Kootenays And Surrounding Areas

Alex Joseph

Experience the
WAUVIK touch!
For all your interior
renovation needs:
- Complete Drywall
Services
- Bathroom Renovations
- Carpentry and More....
Over 20 yrs Experience
WCB/Licensed/Insured
Vik 250-505-6509
wauvikrenos@gmail.com
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New climbing routes established and maintained at Upper Slocan Bluffs
no staff to ensure safety like there
is at a climbing gym. Instead,
people must bring their own ropes
and know how to set up a top rope
or lead climb to set up the ropes.
If you have never been outdoor
climbing before, TAWKROC highly
recommends that you connect
with a knowledgeable friend to
“show you the ropes,” or register
for a climbing instructional course
through a local guide, or join a local
club that offers skill training days
(the Kootenay Mountaineering
Club has offered such services in
the past). Climbing outdoors can
be an extremely enjoyable and safe
activity with the right knowledge.
TAW K R O C i s a n o n profit society whose purpose is
to encourage and promote the
stewardship and preservation of
public access for rock climbing
sites in the West Kootenay. Society
activities include promoting
environmentally sensitive standards
for new and existing cliff and
mountain areas through best practice
guidelines, and overseeing and
funding trail and route development
and maintenance. If you would
like to become a member ($10
annually), or make a donation,
visit https://tawkroc.org/. A film

PHOTO CREDIT: DANIEL RABER

submitted
The Slocan Lake Bluffs offer
some of the best rock climbing
in the West Kootenay. Above the
main bluffs are some amazing
climbing walls known as the
‘Upper Slocan Bluffs,’ accessed
by a short trail from the parking
area at the Slocan lookout pullout,
next to the avalanche gate a few
kilometres north of the Slocan
turnoff. This year, the Association
of West Kootenay Rock Climbers
(TAWKROC) hosted two crag
cleanup days to clean up the Blaze
Wall and Cheddar Wall in the Upper
Bluffs.
This area was first developed
in the early 2000s. During the crag
cleanup days, volunteers cleaned
up the trail, brushed moss off the
routes, installed new chain anchors
and put up two new sport climbs.
The area now hosts 10 excellent
pitches of climbing, each with a
bolted anchor. Routes go from 5.8 to
5.11a, including some amazing trad
climbs and sport routes. The trail is
in great shape and just a five-minute
walk to the crags.
Climbing outdoors can be a lot
of fun, but also requires the right
gear and knowledge, as there are
no ropes set up for the public and

Association of West Kootenay Rock Climbers volunteers cleaned up two climbing walls in the
Upper Slocan Bluffs this spring.

fundraiser is coming up on June 2
at the Nelson Civic Theatre, where
the annual Reel Rock film series will
be showing (tickets $20).

Photos from the crag clean up
days can be found at these two links
https://drive.google.com/drive/
folders/1n503cdVQJnQwFC0D-

LEGAL NOTICES

3OqtWfbrK6kNbLv?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/
folders/1ecvFr4fdCYS9zFJ3ul15n
H4hO1-0Gga-?usp=sharing
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Kaslo May Days brings back all the favourites for the long weekend
by Jan McMurray
Kaslo May Days offers a very
full weekend of familiar fun once
again this year, including Logger
Sports, Show n Shine, the Slo-Pitch
Tournament, the Maypole dance,

the parade, and the marketplace and
music at Vimy Park.
Get into the spirit of the
celebrations on Friday night, May
20, at Front Street Park. There will
be a grand opening and ribbon

Serving Kaslo & Area for over 75 years

HAVE A GREAT
MAY DAYS
2022

cutting for the new stage, with music
and dance throughout the evening
from 6 to 9 pm.
The Slo-Pitch Tournament starts
at 8:30 am on Saturday, Sunday and
Monday at the Murray Pearson Ball

Since 1986

Happy May Days!
Come see all of our new gifts
and cards. Open all weekend.
250.353.2566

408 Front Street, Kaslo, BC
www.figmentscanada.com

Celebrate Kaslo
May Days!

Support the
Valley Voice
with a voluntary
subscription

Pharmacy staff looks
forward to May Days fun in
both Kaslo & New Denver!
Serving New Denver, Kaslo & Castlegar
Kaslo
New Denver
Castlegar
250-353-2224
250-358-2500
250-365-0001

Only $5-$50
Send Cheque or
Money Order to:
Valley Voice, Box 70,
New Denver, BC
V0G 1S0

Field at Vimy Park. It goes till 7 pm
Saturday and Sunday, and till 5 pm
on Monday. Monday will see the
third-place game at 2 pm and the
final at 3:30 pm.
The Vimy Park marketplace
will be buzzing with food and craft
vendors from 9 am to 5 pm all three
days of the weekend, as well.
The Kaslo Seniors are holding
a rummage sale at the seniors’ hall
on Saturday and Sunday, 10 am to
4 pm.
Logger Sports happens Saturday
and Sunday from 11 am to 5 pm,
with novice, intermediate and local
events on Saturday and open and
women’s events on Sunday. Food
and drink will be available at the
Logger Sports grounds both days
too, with Pepper’s Treats food
concession set up from 9 am to 6:30
pm, and a beer garden run by the
Kaslo Golf Club serving Angry Hen
beer from noon to 5 pm.
Kids’ events take place on
Saturday at Vimy, starting at 10 am

Welcomes you to
Kaslo in May
Groceries,
Produce, Drinks
and Snacks
Weekend hours

with music, clowns and juggling,
continuing on at 11 am with Brazilian
martial arts and drums, and followed
by a magician at noon. Jesse Lee
presents Classical Kids at 1 pm.
Three more bands are scheduled for
2 pm, 3 pm and 4 pm at the gazebo.
The Kaslo Skatepark will host
a Sk8 Jam Event from 1 to 3 pm,
organized by the Tribute Board Shop
and Kaslo and Area Youth Centre.
Registration is from 11 am to noon,
and helmets are required.
Saturday night, there’s a dance at
the Legion with ‘Railtown’ – already
sold out!
A pancake breakfast at the
Legion on Sunday from 8 to 11 am
will fortify you for the day ahead.
Front Street will be full of some very
cool cars at the Show n Shine from
10 am to 3 pm. Music in the Park
features several local musicians and
runs from 11 am to 5 pm on Sunday.
An open mic night at the Kaslo
Hotel, hosted by Steven Lee, wraps
up Sunday’s events.
Monday’s highlights are the
parade at noon, the Kootenay Kiltie
Pipe Band at 1 pm at the park,
the Maypole Dance (1:45-2:15
pm) with the JVH Grad Class, the
Rubber Ducky Drop at 3 pm at
the Kaslo bridge, and the wrap-up
announcements at the gazebo at
3:30 pm.
Kaslo May Days is organized
by the Kaslo and Area Chamber of
Commerce.

Fri 9-5:30
Sat 9-5:30
Sun closed
Mon closed

Have a great
weekend
250-353-2594

Come celebrate
May Days in
Kaslo!

433 Front Street Kaslo • 250.353.2432
trueblue.hware@gmail.com

