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by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

Efforts to build a legal cannabis 
economy in the West Kootenay are 
faltering, and the legacy industry could 
face imminent collapse, say local 
industry insiders and analysts.

“We’re extremely concerned 
this whole industry is going to fold,” 
says Shannon Ross, CEO of Antidote 
Processing. “And with it there’ll be 
thousands of jobs lost in this region.”

“Have we hit the bottom? I think 
we’re close to it, and I certainly think 
we’re in for some pain for the next 
year, as more people close shop,” says 
Slocan Valley Economic Development 
Coordinator Ron LeBlanc. 

It’s difficult to get an exact picture of 
what’s happening in the local cannabis 
economy – even nearly four years 
after legalization, many people are still 
employed under the table by the quasi-
legal ‘grey’ market. More than 2,000 
medical grow licences were issued in 
this region before legalization, but no 
one can say how many are actively 
being used. Grey-market sales figures 
are, by their nature, hard to estimate. 

But people working in the industry 
agree many local producers are selling 
assets, laying off workers, looking for 
second jobs themselves, changing crops, 
or just living with less. 

“A safe thing to say is, it’s affecting 
the income of hundreds of residents in 
the Slocan Valley,” says LeBlanc, who 
supports economic development efforts 
in the valley and has done studies on the 
cannabis industry there.

“I have a friend who said they are 
worried about paying rent this month,” 
adds Ymir resident Velvet Kavanagh. 
Her business, Phenologic, supports 
licenced craft growers across Canada 
manage growing pains. “There are 
not a small number of single parents 
doing this for their income, to raise 
their family. So that’s concerning. What 
happens if they can’t afford to pay for 
daycare? How will they make a living, 
feed their families?” 

“Isn’t this a sign of success from the 

‘Day of reckoning’ coming for Kootenay cannabis growers as pressures mount
view of the government?” says Winlaw-
area farmer Gary Krempl, who’s critical 
of government cannabis policy to 
date. “It was the stated objective of 
legalization to diminish the black 
market. Seems like it’s working.”
Economy faltering

The signs of change are already 
appearing. Earlier this month, two 
properties came up for sale on a realty 
website within a few days of each other. 
Both located in the Slocan Valley, the 
listings offered buildings with industrial-
level electrical service, heat, water and 
ventilation systems and other growing 
necessities. One near Winlaw was 
approved as a micro-grow operation 
by Health Canada. A second property 
near Crescent Valley didn’t mention 
certification, but noted the building 
featured “$200,000 in lighting.”

There are said to be at least 70 
such grow facilities on the market 
across Canada. Some of those sales 
are happening because people who 
wanted to be part of the new cannabis 
economy just can’t hold on any longer, 
says LeBlanc.

“Some folks are just unable to make 
ends meet,” he says. “We’re seeing a 
lot of legacy cannabis businesses are 
shuttering their operations, in some 
instances for good, and in most cases 
I would not see a bright light on the 
horizon for those operations.

“That’s because in addition to the 
economics, there are the operational 
challenges. Maybe the grower hasn’t 
been able to reinvest, to scale up or 
streamline operations. Maybe their 
product isn’t consistent in quality or 
potency – or they just haven’t been 
growing trending strains.”

They could lose their distribution, 
or have buyers fall through.

“It’s not just people who have 
struggled through the licencing process 
from Health Canada.”

Kavanagh agrees. 
“Not only does it cost a lot of 

money to get in, it costs a lot of money 
to operate,” she says. “You have to float 
yourself for quite a long time, and the 

prices people are getting now are not 
the prices they would have built their 
business plan on.”
Well-known problems

It’s no secret what ails the local 
cannabis industry, as policy analysts 
and industry critics have been sounding 
the warning for years. “It’s not a new 
story,” says Ron Leblanc. “The writing 
has been on the wall, and now it’s right 
here in front of us.”

Problem #1 is regulation. Since 
legalization in October 2018, craft-
industry proponents have decried 
the heavy burden of regulation and 
control exercised by Health Canada 
and the Province. Would-be small-sized 
craft growers face stacks of complex 
and interconnected regulations and 
applications for licences to grow, for 
construction of their buildings, for 
quality control and marketing, and for 
the licences and stamps to sell their 
products legally. The final bill for a 
small farmer meeting those requirements 
could easily top $1 million.

“Even though there was a lot of good 
intention on the part of the provincial and 
federal government staff, we were still 
unable to remove a lot of the barriers 

for these growers to transition into the 
legal market,” says LeBlanc. “There 
was some hope that by continuing in 
the grey market, they could fund their 
transition to the legal system… but for 
many, the economics of the current price 
of cannabis does not allow for that to 
happen, either.

“I think some folks got halfway on 
the path to legalization, and were unable 
to make it to the finish line because of 
the cost and timeline.” 

He does see a possible bright side.
“Some facilities may find a sweet 

spot to operate in now, to wait out the 
storm,” he says. “Others might re-open, 
scale up or change hands if the market 
environment improves.” 

“The government is listening,” 
adds Velvet Kavanagh. “But some of 
the changes are going to be too slow for 
some businesses to survive while they 
wait for change.”

Problem # 2 is financing. If they 
need $1 million to go legit, they aren’t 
likely getting it from a bank.

“I think the biggest point to it is 
there is very little financing for people to 
transition,” says Antidote’s Ross. 

It’s a catch-22. Lenders won’t 

consider a building loan until they 
know the grower will get a licence from 
Health Canada. But they can’t apply for 
a licence from Health Canada until they 
have built the building. 

“There’s still a lot of stigma 
around cannabis, and assumption of 
criminality,” she says, and it frustrates 
her. “There needs to be a lot of work 
in coming to terms that cannabis is 
an agricultural crop, and we want it 
integrated into the community. 

“Our region’s growers are mom-
and-pop operations, regular people.”

All lenders continue to consider 
cannabis high-risk or illegal, she says, 
in practice if not explicitly. Only one 
institution in the West Kootenay – 
Kootenay Savings Credit Union – will 
open a bank account for legal cannabis 
businesses, says Ross. Even those come 
with steep service charges. It’s also very 
hard to get insurance at a reasonable 
rate – despite growers working in one of 
the most strictly-controlled industries in 
the country, receiving multiple audits by 
the Canada Revenue Agency and Health 
Canada every year.

Add to that the price of processing, 
continued on page 2

Nakusp celebrates Citizens of the Year

Tamara Cann, Youth Achievement Award; Kelly Roberts, Citizen of the Year; Ray Nikkel, Lifetime Achievement Award. A banquet is being 
organized, tentatively for May 28 at the Legion Hall. Stay tuned for details.
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quality control, shipping and marketing, 
the end result is the system is skewed 
against small West Kootenay craft 
growers, says Ross.

“The list just goes on and on,” she 
says. “It all becomes quite burdensome 
and challenging. You just can’t package 
your flower and send it to market. There 
are a lot of barriers, the processing is a 
huge bottleneck. It requires additional 
licenses and learning curves and 
high operational costs outside of the 
cultivation licence.

“The people who have the 
processing licences are big corporations, 
and big [licenced producers] that have 
deep pockets and can manage this 
stuff,” she says. “And that’s craft’s 
competition.”

Problem #3 is price. Even if that 
wanna-be craft grower with deep pockets 
built their own facility, navigated the 
licencing, kept to health and quality 
standards, and found a processor to 
take their crop, there’s the final hurdle. 
Prices have plummeted in recent years. 
It’s been a rollercoaster ride for cannabis 

producers. 
Ross believes it’s due to an 

oversupply – large-scale licenced 
producers, first to market, produced 
sub-par products and are sitting on 
inventory, she says. 

“I think we’ll see large corporations 
folding over the next year because of 
high operating costs and an inability 
to meet consumer demand for quality 
products,” Ross says.

“They’re hovering around ‘break-
even’ to a ‘loss’,” says Leblanc. “You 
can’t sell your product for what it costs 
to make it.”

Like employment numbers, pot 
prices can be hard to pin down. 

The grey market has seen a harder 
hit. Twenty-five years ago, Kootenay 
flower would have gone for $3,000/lb. 
Just before legalization, it was $2,000, 
and has dropped since. Observers say 
many grey market growers are now 
getting $350-$1,000 per pound if – and 
that’s a big ‘if’ – they can find a buyer 
in this flooded market. One established 
grower in the valley calculated his cost 
of production to be around $450/lb, 

LeBlanc says. 
Legal cannabis is doing no better. 

Prices and supply are controlled by 
the government, but since legalization 
there’s been massive overproduction, 
and producers are left trying to sell 
in a glutted market. “There’s a lot of 
cannabis that has flooded the market,” 
says Phenologic’s Kavanagh. “About 
a year ago, at the rate Canadians are 
consuming cannabis, we had three years 
of inventory sitting there…

“There are really strange things that 
are happening to pricing, and part of 
that’s because of the oversupply.”
Six months to save 
industry?

These elements have all been 
burdening the transition to a legal 
economy, but are now coming to a 
head, say the industry officials. Small-
sized local growers – whether licenced, 
grey-market (selling cannabis grown 
under a medical licence) or completely 
illegal – are all being squeezed out in 
the same way.

“There was always going to be a day 
of reckoning for some folks, either you 
made it to the legal market, or milked 
it until it’s no longer profitable,” says 
LeBlanc. “The harsh reality is if you 
haven’t made it yet, that day is pretty 
much here.”

On a bad day, Antidote’s Ross says 
she doesn’t give the industry much time 
to correct itself.

“I give it six months,” says Ross. 
“It’s a possibility that no one will 
continue cultivating here.”

The situation has already damaged 
the region’s historic cannabis industry. 
They say with every grow operation 
sold, with every legacy grower who 
has to move away and get a 9-5 job 
or gets head hunted by a big corporate 
player, the Kootenay brand loses a piece 
of itself.

“It all shuffles out into the bigger 
community, and that is quite a concern,” 
says Kavanagh. “Because you have 
people leaving the industry who have a 
lot of experience and skills… it is really 
sad and unfortunate, because those skills 
and knowledge are not concentrated like 
this in other areas of the country.”

Ross, Leblanc and Kavanagh all 
repeat one mantra – that the Kootenay’s 
cannabis industry has been responsible 
to a great degree for the region’s 
prosperity, and the unique art, culture, 
and history, and it would be a shame to 
let that waste away.

“We are known around the world 
to be some of the best producers in 
the world,” adds Ross. “It’s quite 
concerning, and I’m very disappointed 
by the rollout of legal cannabis and the 
continued stigmatization, and lack of 
funding from bankers and lenders not 
supporting this region.”

LeBlanc, who works to support 
economic development in the Slocan, 
says it may be time for Slocan residents 
to move on.

“Yesterday would have been a good 
time to start thinking what else a person 
can do outside the cannabis industry,” 
says LeBlanc. “It’s tough for some folks, 
they’re lifers. But there’s an opportunity 
for support, and maybe we can light a 
path for folks through retraining, support 
for new business, or working online. We 
need to step up and encourage folks to 

help them along the way.”
Light at the end of the 
tunnel?

Winlaw farmer Gary Krempl still 
thinks there’s time to save the legacy 
craft economy. He sees his participation 
in a new collective of craft producers as a 
way to have legacy growers survive and 
thrive in the cannabis industry.

“I’m the pioneer, I’m the guinea 
pig,” he jokes. “But once we figure it 
out, we want to spread the word and get 
a bunch of people onboard, and save the 
Valley economy.”

Antidote Processing specializes 
in cannabis licensing, regulation, and 
compliance. The South Slocan-based 
company has built a team of regulatory 
and market experts to work with local 
growers to find each individual’s best 
path to the most economic and feasible 
way of getting a licence.

“There’s no easy path to market, 
and that’s how we came up with our 
name,” he says. “We’re the ‘antidote’ to 
the corporate mess, the regulatory mess 
that is legalization.”

The company can help drastically 
cut the cost of entering the legal field by 
careful study of what the grower wants 
to accomplish, says Krempl. This fall, 
Antidote plans to take the next step – 
processing and marketing locally grown 
cannabis extracts and products.

And as the legacy market crumbles, 
the phone is ringing off the hook.

“More and more people are calling 
us, looking for information on licencing,” 
says Shannon Ross, the company CEO. 
“Many are interested in a legal pathway 
to market, but it’s a complex system to 

navigate, and costly. We’re working on 
a solution from a grassroots level from 
licensing to distribution.”

Krempl sees nothing but the 
potential for growth through Antidote’s 
business model.

“In five years, I hope we’re national, 
if not international,” he says, adding 
the model and service Antidote is 
developing may just provide a decent 
living for local craft growers.

“My hope is the micro-garden – 200 
square metres – will be able to provide 
someone with $50,000-$80,000 income 
a year,” he says. “We’re not there yet, 
but were hoping it will be something 
attractive to people – worth the hassle 
of the regulatory burden.”

There are other faint lights.
The Province has recently 

committed to developing policy to allow 
farmgate sales for craft producers. And 
on the federal level, they’re talking about 
streamlining licensing for processors.

More study is also being done on 
the potential for cannabis tourism up the 
Slocan Valley, something LeBlanc still 
sees a future for.

“There’s a lot of good folks working 
behind the scenes to open up policy to this 
vision, of small farmgate tourism, people 
coming here because of the Valley’s 
history and diversity in cannabis,” says 
LeBlanc. “This is happening. But instead 
of visiting dozens of farmgates on your 
tour of the valley, there will likely be just 
a handful.” So there is optimism for the 
future – in the longer term.

“It’s going to change for the better,” 
concludes Kavanagh. “But it’s going to 
get worse, before it gets better.”

‘Day of reckoning’ coming for Kootenay cannabis growers as pressures mount
continued from page 1

The Easter bunny came to the Passmore Hall on April 10 as part of the Eggs-Stravaganza event. 
About 40 children attended to collect the hundreds of coloured eggs scattered around the grounds. 

Lydia Kania, 97, came over from Passmore Lodge to attend the fun. Organizers Stacy Kabatoff 
and Glenda Miller made sure all were fed with cupcakes and hot chocolate. Dressed up as Disney 
characters, two wonderful women entertained children while they drew pictures and coloured. The 

event was sponsored by the Kootenay-Slocan Lions and Recreation Commission 6.
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HESS
Hills Emergency Services Society

May Wildfire Risk Reduction 
Events

May 14-15: Wildfire response training
What: Don Mortimer, Fireline Consulting and Instruction Ltd, Rossland, BC. will 
deliver the S-100 - Basic Fire Suppression and Safety Course; and S-185 - Entrapment 
Avoidance Course - for local first responders and those seeking work as BC wildfire 
fighters

Where and When: Hills Community/Fire Hall, Saturday and Sunday, May 14-15, 
8:30 am – 4:30 pm

Why: With increasing wildfire threat, local communities will benefit from volunteer first 
responder training in wildfire response measures. As well, these courses are required 
for anyone seeking work in BC as a wildfire fighter.

May 17: Public Meeting and discussion – Wildfire 
risk reduction in the Hills area
What: SIFCo staff will lead an information session and question/answer period for 
Hills residents which will:

a) describe the aims of Area H North - Community Wildfire Protection Plan and discuss 
recommendations for Hills Area

b) describe the demonstration fuel treatment project to be done on Hills Community 
Park land by SIFCo under contract with HESS this spring/summer. 

Where and When: Hills Community/Fire Hall, Tuesday, May 17, 7pm.

Why: Hills is surrounded by forest land and has always faced the threat of wildfire. 
The risk is increasing, and there are mitigation measures that should be considered.  
For more information and to register for courses contact: Tyler Bradley  (250) 362-7016 or Richard 
Allin  (250) 358-2355. For more info on SIFCo’s work in the area, visit www.sifco.ca. HESS gratefully 
acknowledges the support of Columbia Basin Trust and the Province of BC

by Moe Lyons
In the small but currently 

contentious world of New Denver 
politics, one thing is totally clear: 
the off-leash dog park/pump track 
issue is not going anywhere anytime 
soon. 

More than 40 people attended 
the April 12 council meeting to 
express their concerns on this issue, 
taking 35 minutes at public time. 
As council has done once before 
when a crowd came out on this same 
issue, they listened to the presenters, 
but as a general rule did not respond 
to their remarks.

The reason for the large turnout 
at this meeting was an agenda item 
recommending that staff write a new 
animal control bylaw. People were 
concerned that a new bylaw may 
significantly change the boundaries 
of the current off-leash area without 
public input.

The current animal control 
bylaw has a 2006 amendment that 
defines the boundaries of the off-
leash area, and people have been 
using the dike area on the south 
side of Carpenter Creek from the 
highway to the lake as an off-leash 
area ever since.

However, in the new Centennial 
Park Master Plan, there is a proposal 
to install a pump track, gazebo and 
public washrooms in this area, and 
to restrict off-leash dog use to an 
area below the TV tower.

This current council questioned 
the off-leash area’s boundaries as 
defined in the 2006 amendment, 
and decided to ask for their 
lawyer’s opinion. The lawyer’s 
interpretation, received at this 
council meeting, agrees with the 
long-used boundaries, but says they 
could be more clearly delineated in 
another bylaw amendment. Council 
also received a letter from the four 
previous councillors who passed 
the 2006 amendment, to clarify 
that the boundaries of the off-leash 
area were intended to be the entire 
creekside area from the highway 
to the lake. 

Council did indeed direct staff 
to rewrite the animal control bylaw 
at this meeting, but at the last 
moment before the vote was called, 
Councillor Gerald Wagner spoke 
up and said, “A whole lot of people 
just came in here tonight and talked 
about where the boundaries should 
be. I think we do represent the 
public and I think we gotta go back 
to the drawing board.” He also 
wanted to know if they were voting 
to “clarify” the boundaries of the 
off-leash area or to rewrite them. 
He never got an answer, but the 
CAO assured all the councillors that 
they would “all have the chance to 
review, make changes to it, suggest 
other ideas. It’s a place to start.”

Councillor John Fyke said, 
“Well, I kind of agree with Gerald 
but if it’s a starting point, okay.”

For the most part, the speakers 
stressed that while they were 
there to support the off-leash dog 
park, they were also in support 
of the pump track and felt both 
could be accommodated in the 

village. The theme for the evening 
was clearly that people wanted 
to see cooperation, compromise 
and collaboration. Many asked 
council to slow down, step back 
and reconsider.

The first presenter, Danika 
Hammond, has been one of the 
key organizers of the attempt to 
get the Village to look at a different 
approach. She pointed out that on 
December 14, citizens concerned 
about the off-leash area, with 
support of members of the North 
Slocan Trails Society (sponsors 
of the pump track), approached 
council with a plan that would 
accommodate both the off-leash 
park and the pump track in the dike 
area. Since then, there have been 
many attempts at communication 
with the Village about this, with 
very little movement.

H a m m o n d  a s k e d  f o r 
clarification of council’s intention 
in relation to the animal control 
bylaw. She stressed that dog park 
supporters were not asking for a 
change in the bylaw. In view of 
a recent letter from the Village’s 
lawyer stating the boundaries of the 
off-leash area could be clearer, she 
asked what council was now trying 
to clarify, and what their next steps 
would be. She reiterated that the 
eastern border of the off-leash area 
is the highway, as confirmed by the 
Village’s lawyer and the letter from 
the former councillors who passed 
the bylaw amendment.

Perhaps the most fact-filled part 
of the evening was provided by 
Craig Pettitt, who lives very near 
the land in question. He contends 
the proposed use is in contravention 
of the Official Community Plan and 
quoted directly from the OCP to 
prove it. “Many of us put in hours 
and hours drafting the OCP,” he 
said, “and it is intended to guide 
all councils and all administrative 
officers.”

When Chris Claxton rose 
to speak, he was challenged by 
Councillor Vern Gustafson, as 
he doesn’t live in the village, but 
Mayor Leonard Casley said he was 
allowed to present. Claxton said, “A 
small town is a special place to live. 
We may not always agree but as 
long as we remain professional and 
courteous with one another, we can 
learn to live together and treat each 
other with respect. By not taking 
further public input on this matter, 
you will be jeopardizing the trust of 
your community and the bonds that 
hold us together.”

Eloise Charet came forward to 
say she was in support of protecting 
the environmentally sensitive 
area, and urged council to seek 
more native representation and 
consultation, particularly Sinixt, in 
their planning.

Isaac Carter said he was 
concerned about liability. One 
accident between a bike and a child 
could have serious consequences. 
He said that as someone who lives 
near the site, he was concerned that 
it could become a loitering place. 
He said he strongly supports local 

development, and at the same time 
wants to preserve the Village’s 
natural beauty.

Susie Bolivar talked about 
a previous pump track that had 
been built near the school. “It was 
beautiful and everyone loved it.” 
Councillor Gustafson interrupted 
to say that was never a park but an 
old waste site. Bolivar replied it 
was like a park. She also pointed 
out there were many more people 
with dogs in town than there used 
to be. At that point, Gustafson made 
comments implying she was saying 
dogs were more important than 
kids, while others in the room were 
calling out, “No, she wasn’t saying 
that!” Mayor Casley intervened, 
saying, “Enough!”

Heather Fox, another of the 
original proponents of the proposal 
for both groups to share the space, 
rose to vouch for the validity 
of the signatures on a letter in 
support of the dog park that council 
refused to receive because they 
said the signatures could not be 

verified. “We were very careful, 
very diligent,” she said. “We kept 
careful records and gathered email 
addresses. We got 86 signatures 
and we got 12 more at the dog park 
celebration.

“The best way forward,” she 
said, “is collaboration.”

Moe Lyons said she did not 
believe council’s current plan 

for the dog park below the TV 
tower took mobility issues into 
consideration, a significant factor 
in a village with many seniors and 
people with disabilities.

At the very end of the meeting, 
Councillor Gustafson offered a quiet 
apology to the other councillors 
and to the public for some of his 
conduct.

New Denver going to the dogs again

submitted
The Alliance Church Community 

Garden on Alexander Road has 15 
plots available this season that are 
ready for planting.

The garden was established 
after the Hummingbird Community 
Garden at the old Anglican church 
had to close due to the sale of the 
property.

It offers 10’ by 10’ garden plots 
with deer fencing, water, hand tools, 

Nakusp has a new 
community garden

a playground for the kids, and even 
expert garden advice by seasoned 
gardeners.

Gardeners can enjoy community 
strawberries, blueberries, raspberries 
and there are a couple of community 
fruit trees in the garden.

Once fully utilized, the garden 
can be expanded in future seasons.

Call Steve at 250-265-1362 to 
choose your plot for the 2022 garden 
season.
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EDITORIAL / LETTERS POLICY
The Valley Voice welcomes letters to the editor and community news 

articles from our readers. 
Letters and articles should be no longer than 500 words and may be 

edited. We reserve the right to reject any submitted material.
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We will not publish anonymous letters or letters signed with pseudonyms, 
except in extraordinary circumstances.

Opinions expressed in published letters are those of the author and not 
necessarily those of the Valley Voice.

continued on page 5

A true story
Here is a true story. Equally 

vaccinated, two friends and I spent the 
weekend together in Vancouver. We 
were on the SkyTrain in Vancouver after 
going to a concert at the Commodore 
(fun!). One person wore a cloth face 
mask, I wore a store-made mask and 
the other friend did not wear a mask at 
all. On Monday, the friend who did not 
wear a mask came down with COVID. 
Wear your mask in crowded places 
even if you don’t have to. The end. 

Joanne Feenstra
Slocan

Speeding 
through 
Silverton

As new residents to Silverton, 
locals constantly comment how happy 
they are to see young families moving to 
the area with their children. According 
to some of my neighbours, there are 
currently more kids in Silverton than 
there have been in years. This is really 
wonderful for my daughter (age 6) 
since she has lots of friends to play 
with. Most of the children in fact all live 
on the same road – the main highway 
running through town. So please, as 
the summer comes and traffic increases 
through the community, if we could 
all model safe, and respectable town 
driving speeds, hopefully others will 
follow and slow down too. Thanks!

Trish Jane
Silverton

Response to 
Kootenay Boundary 
Family Physicians 
and Nurse 
Practitioners

Thank you for bringing up the 
issue of trust and relationships. I too 
am concerned about the relationships 
within our community. Any trust I had 
for the medical system has indeed been 
broken. Your letter is for me.

If you really care about your 
patients and your community as you 
say, will you listen to them? You 
say you want to talk, advise, inform, 
help, explain, manage, support, and 
comfort; but do you want to listen 
to our concerns? I apologize if I am 
jumping to the wrong conclusions, 
but when I read those words, I believe 
you want everyone to follow the rules 
and get vaccinated. So you intend to 
gently, politely, convince them to do 
so. Those are the exact same nice-
sounding words I’ve been bombarded 
with from all corners of social media, 
advertisements, our own government, 
and other world organizations for two 
years, used with the exact same intent. 
I hope I’m not mistaking your letter.

Please tell me I’m wrong. Please 
tell me that you want to have an 
actual conversation. To listen with 
compassion and curiosity. Do you try 
to understand your patients’ concerns, 
or do you dismiss them because Big 
Pharma said it’s not true?

Please tell me you want to support 
us to make healthy choices. To boost 
our immune systems, to eat good 
food, to get daily exercise and fresh 
air, time with loved ones, to engage 
in community activities, to laugh, to 
play, and perhaps to pray; these are the 
things I have come to know will make 
us truly healthy. This is what I would 
expect from physicians. Instead of 
encouraging true health, you seem to 
be acting as drug dealers.

I still have yet to understand why 
a healthy person such as myself with 
no symptoms of a cold would need 
to isolate, cover my face, and get 
vaccinated when there are no symptoms 
present and no way to pass on the virus? 
And why I would get vaccinated when 
people who do get it are suffering 
from serious adverse affects (much 
worse than a sore arm) and aren’t even 
stopping transmission? It doesn’t even 
stop people from getting the virus at 
all – a virus with a 99% survival rate 
(100% for kids and yet you want to 
inject them too!).

Nice try, but I am afraid my trust 
has been broken beyond repair.

Amanda Konkin
Nakusp

They’ve got a 
plan

Our federal and provincial 
leaders would have us believe that 
they are working hard to solve our 
environmental climate problems. 
Mr. Trudeau and Jagmeet Singh are 
busy borrowing more money to stoke 
up our trillion-dollar debt to pay for 
near-free childcare with the aim of 
getting as many Canadians to work 
as possible to fuel more economic 
growth, giving us the ability to pay the 
debts we have already accumulated. 
Jason Kenney and John Horgan are 
subsidizing their citizens to make damn 
sure they continue using as much fossil 
fuel as possible. Protesters, trying to 
save the last of our carbon-storing 
old growth, are arrested after closing 
down the Trans-Canada Highway 
for 15 minutes. The pipelines are 
still going ahead full steam to make 
sure we get our dirty oil and fracked 
natural gas to market. The airlines 
are being encouraged to get as many 
people flying in jets, and the cruise 
ships are being applauded for getting 
tourists moving again. The economy, 
subsidized by low borrowing costs, is 
booming, creating an overabundance 
of jobs, now being shilled as a labour 
shortage, necessitating the immigration 
of millions of people. All these people 
will need homes, and we are already 
overrun with CANADIANS who 
can’t afford a place to live. David Eby 
is threatening to order municipalities 
to get busy and build, build, build 
affordable homes. The cost of a sheet of 
plywood has risen to over $70. Trudeau 
is touting his plan to push ahead with 
the mass building of cleaner ‘electric’ 
cars, ignoring the fact that building cars 
is a carbon-intensive project. A good 
copper mine can retrieve one ton of 
copper from 20 tons of ore. To get one 
ton of lithium, one must unearth ONE 
MILLION tons of ore, and keeping 
those cars zooming around will require 
billions of solar panels to make them 
the least bit green. Oh yeah, and the 
government just approved a new oil 
field off the coast of Newfoundland. 
They’ve got a plan, and they’re going 
to save us.

How about we encourage people to 
drive less, send all the cruise ships to the 
breakers dock, seriously reduce airline 
travel, and encourage our citizens 

to live a more sustainable life. More 
economic growth is not the answer.

Rod Retzlaff
Glade

Paradigm shift 
needed for 
climate crisis 

The recent federal approval of the 
Newfoundland-Labrador Bay du Nord 
offshore oil development will negate 
the proposed Climate Change Action 
Plan of the Liberal government. The 
only way Canada might meet the 2050 
carbon reduction target is to download 
ALL actions on individual citizens 
and municipalities. This expansion 
of fossil fuel development will allow 
corporations to increase selling their 
greenhouse gas-emitting petroleum 
products which continue to heat our 
planet while we all pay for more 
extreme weather events. The Bay du 
Nord project is forecast to produce 
a billion barrels of oil over 30 years, 
starting in 2028. When burned, that 
would put over 33 million metric 
tonnes of carbon dioxide into the earth’s 
atmosphere by 2058, eight years after 
Canada is supposed to reach its net 
zero target, thereby making the target 
meaningless. That, of course, doesn’t 
account for fuel burned to extract the 
oil. The fossil ‘fool’ advocates can 
juggle the figures all they want, by 
exporting their responsibilities to other 
countries or saying that techno-fixes 
like carbon capture will save us, but 
they’re wrong. It will cost our economy 
MUCH more to pay for the climate 
catastrophes that we are already seeing 
than we will gain from jobs or royalties.

After the latest IPCC report, the 
secretary general of the United Nations, 
Antonio Guterres, said, “Investing in 
new fossil fuels infrastructure is moral 
and economic madness,” because 
the greatest threat to our future is the 
increasing emissions of greenhouse 
gases. Canada has not met ANY of 
its past GHG reductions and has 
continuously increased its emissions 
while also investing in expansion 
of fossil fuel developments such 
as pipelines to service the Alberta 
tar sands, natural gas fracking, and 
offshore oil drilling. Why aren’t our 
governments investing in renewable 
energy sources such as wind, solar, 
and geothermal? Why aren’t they 
promoting CONSERVATION, which 
surely is the fastest way to get our GHG 
emissions down?

The answer, of course, is that 
true sustainability doesn’t fit into 

Canada’s economic model of colonial 
expansionism and corporate profits. 
The problem is that we have come 
to the limits of growth. Our planet’s 
atmosphere is fragile, and the earth is 
finite. We need other principles to guide 
us, learning from the First Nations on 
this land and adjusting our priorities 
away from the growth of consumerism 
(GDP) and towards a Gross Happiness 
Index (GHI). If Canadian society 
could undergo a major paradigm 
shift to tackle the climate emergency, 
corporations would get on board. They 
would see that a sustainable future can 
only be had without the extraction and 
burning of fossil fuels.

Ursula Lowrey
Nelson

Highest bidder
A couple of years back, we took a 

trip to the islands and returned through 
the Stein Valley and then north/east 
Okanagan, all the while looking at 
properties in consideration of what 
was out there and what it would be like 
to live in other areas of the province. 
What a strange feeling it was to return 
back into the valley from Nakusp and 
see the Slocan Valley – our lake, river, 
mountains.

I’m sure I’m not alone in 
experiencing sprawl and poor long-
term planning such as in places 
like Kelowna. Or gentrification in 
larger urban areas with rising costs 
of living, and the abysmal to non-
existent sustainability, food security 
and diversity that comes with it.

In just over a decade of being here 
in the valley, we’ve experienced a slow 
integration into a rural community 
that we wholeheartedly love. We’ve 
been active in voicing concern about 
big-time investors and developer 
groups exploiting what so many have 
worked hard to preserve. Also included 
here... prevention of cell towers, poor 
logging practices, motorization of our 
waterways, and even (yes, the dreaded 
issue) mosquito control measures and 
impacts to the ecosystem.

When we bought here, the previous 
owner met us and we went through 
a bit of a vetting process, which I 
appreciated. He was willing to get a 
little bit less for the peace of mind that 
comes with knowing the land is being 
cared for in much the same way he had 
done for over 15 years. We’ve done 
what we could and I want to pass it 
forward in the same way if such a time 
and event transpires.

With all that has happened in the 
past two years, there is a palpable 
outside interest in our valley by 
those wishing to ‘escape’ a common 
narrative, a narrative absent of investing 
in sustainable living and of providing 
for long-term sovereign/independent 
needs. Like many, we also believe in 
diversity and balance. We need cultural 
history and tradition along with new 
vitality.

What concerns me is selling out 
to the highest bidder with no view in 
sight of the ‘community’ that results 
(and lack thereof).
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I know of folk who live in 
intentional communities and some are 
part of land trusts/stewardships. I wish 
I knew more of what it takes to set 
these up and to encourage more of the 
same. The fact is, we need to preserve 
our ways of life in order to preserve the 
wonders of this valley.

These past few years have divided 
communities and the aftermath (if in 
fact we’re actually past it), has the 
potential to slowly erode the fabric of 
our rural way of life.

We can’t forgo the way of life we 
have slowly built up and created for 
short-term gains and profit. Can you 
imagine if we do not take a clear and 
distinct step from our political so-called 
leaders? Each of us can invest long-
term in preserving this way of life.

T. Orlando
Winlaw

continued from page 4

Variant 
schmariant

They want us to get a fourth shot? 
How long does it take to figure out 
they don’t work? People getting sick? 
Is this rocket science? Getting injected 
with toxic poisons was supposed to ...  
um...  what was it supposed to do again? 
Natural immunity doesn’t concern itself 
with variants. It simply does its job. 
The jabs weaken it. All of them, but 
especially these ones. (globalresearch.
ca, dissolvingillusions.com, and so many 
other sources) Court cases have shown 
that no vaccine has ever been properly 
studied for safety. They admit in court 
that they have no data when pressed 
on that.

If we feel fine, maybe quit while 
we’re ahead. If we feel sick, maybe we 
can find a real doctor who understands 
what’s going on with this bioweapon, and 
maybe they can help. The recent swing 
through this area of the Doctors’ Tour 
offered us a rare precious glimpse into the 
real world, away from all the media lies 
and spin. (CanadaHealthAlliance.org) 
They’ve been on the front lines and seen 
what’s going down. Bribes and threats 
have not worked on these ones. They 
have enough integrity to stand strong 
against this medical and social tyranny. 
They speak clearly from experience, 
from the heart. They shine a light on the 
path forward.

So here we are. This is how it 
is, as we look around. Why are our 
lives under such nonsensical restrictive 
orders from non-elected ‘officials’ and 
‘health officers’? They go on about 
the science but offer none. Where is 
ANY documentation to substantiate 
ANYTHING they say about it? 
Everything they say has been proven 
false. Twisting the data, manipulating 
public opinion, making billions of 
dollars, paying the media and politicians 
to do what they’re told. How many 
of our elected ‘officials’ have been 
part of this all along? How long do 
we continue following orders from 
psychopaths? WHO’s agenda is to 
genetically transform us into robotic 
zomboids, no longer human in the eyes 
of life insurance companies and patent 

offices, and technically corporate owned. 
Shot by shot by shot. Step by step. How 
many ‘collateral damage’ injuries or 
deaths is too many? These jabs have 
destroyed way more people’s lives than 
all other previous vaccines combined 
on record. We gotta quit this nonsense 
while we still have a chance. The Seventh 
Generation is watching, praying, and 
acting. What kind of future do we want?

If anyone’s curious how different 
they sound, the mainstream paid shill 
spin doctors, the guest ‘experts’ on the 
phone-in shows with the monotone ‘get 
your vaccine,’ no matter the concern, or 
the REAL doctors and scientists doing 
REAL science, explaining it so we 
can understand. Check out ‘Carnicom 
Disclosure Project with Dr. Madej, Dr. 
Young, and Dr. Mikovits: multi-pronged 
attack on human health’ (August 2021). 
Look it up. One hour 49 mins. All three 
of them are giants in the medical and 
science field. (Each have informative 
websites as well.) If people want to know. 
Blows the ‘narrative’ to smithereens.

Al Muckle
Winlaw

Dikes are 
emergency 
flood works

Historically, Carpenter Creek has 
been known for flood events causing 
much damage. During the last 15 years, 
there have been damaging events that 
surely must have cost the Ministry of 
Highways upwards of $1 million to 
repair the highway between New Denver 
and Sandon, including repairs to support 
structures on the Highway 6 bridge in 
New Denver. Village hazard mapping 
identified in the Official Community 
Plan (OCP) shows that all of the orchard 
and one-third of the village north of 
Carpenter Creek lie within the creek’s 
alluvial fan or delta and hence could 
potentially be subject to flooding. 

Fortunately, past Village councils 
have joined provincial authorities in 
the establishment of a substantial dike 
system. As a result, the OCP has mapped 
the Crown land portions along both sides 
of Carpenter Creek as environmentally 
sensitive areas to be managed as parks and 
open space. The provincial government 
recognizes dikes as emergency flood 
works and has a law dedicated to their 
construction, maintenance and activities 
in their vicinity. The government has 
a published manual of guidelines that 
are pertinent to the Dike Maintenance 
Act. Section 2.1 states: “Any proposal 
for construction of new flood protection 
works, as well as activities on, through 
or adjacent to existing flood control 
works must be approved in writing by 
the regional Ministry of Environment…” 
(emphasis mine).

An inquiry with the provincial Dike 
Inspector several weeks ago indicated 
that no written proposals for development 
on the dike had been submitted. Section 
3.1 states: “reasonable options shall 
be adopted where practical to avoid 
construction on, through, or near flood 
protection dikes.” 

The best option would be to not 
place the pump track or any structures 

on or near the dike. Thanks to the 
astute management of previous Village 
councils, the dike and surrounding 
area have largely been kept free of any 
structures. Keeping this area open is the 
best option for emergency flood control 
measures as it allows plenty of room for 
heavy equipment to maneuver should an 
emergency arise.  

Further reading in the guidelines 
suggests that the Village may not have 
as much area as they anticipate for 
constructed use. Section 3.7 states 
“neither buildings or other permanent 
structures shall be allowed closer than 7.5 
m from the landside toe of a dike”…  The 
landside toe of the dyke can plainly be 
seen at the Josephine Street entrance to 
the dyke and measuring 7.5 m (25’) from 
this toe removes approximately one-
third of the width of this area, leaving a 
narrower strip for the pump track.

Currently, New Denver has the best 
option for flood control – a well-built 
dike constructed of large angular rock 
and an open green space that allows 
ample space to move heavy equipment 
in an emergency. In its current state, this 
can be maintained by the Village at low 
cost to taxpayers. I don’t understand 
why the council wants to degrade this 
infrastructure with expensive amenities 
that can otherwise be placed in a less 
compromising site that doesn’t affect the 
integrity of the dike or emergency access.

Craig Pettitt
New Denver

Submitted by 
the province’s 
own Crown 
corporation 

BC Timber Sales would see 
herbicides like triclopyr and glyphosate 
– which is the subject of ongoing lawsuits 
due to potential links to cancer – injected 
into broadleaf trees and sprayed from 
helicopters in forest lands from Squamish 
to Hope, to kill native plant species such 
as blackberries and coastal huckleberries 
which are considered pests by the timber 
industry. The potential impacts of this 
plan are severe and likely to adversely 
impact local food and medicine sources, 
as well as wildlife habitat and overall 
forest health.

Ask yourself, Katrine, Brittny, 
and forest technicians, in this time of 
accelerating climate-change, “why 
would you kill off the wild-food that 
supports millions of creatures that 
fertilize the forest, and kill the broadleaf 
trees that shade the hot ground for 
the conifers, fertilize the soil with 
their leaves, store water in their roots 
and secures the soil from sliding?” 
Especially, you must consider that the 
forest conifer’s symbiotic nurturing 
support system of the broadleaf trees 
and shrubs will die off, resulting in vast 
areas of dead dry forest wild-fire fodder, 
in direct opposition to the science that 
proves that deciduous trees and shrubs 
protect flammable conifers from wild-
fire. BC’s powerful logging industry, 
by denial of the most recent accessible 
scientific facts (Suzanne Simard’s 
findings and the BC NDP published 

‘Old Growth Strategy’), is as much 
responsible for causing our human-
caused devastating climate-change as is 
the fossil-fuel industry by destruction of 
our forest carbon-sink.

The proposed pest management 
plan is beginning this April 2022, a week 
away, with no public consultation on 
our public forest-lands, and lasting five 
years, for heaven’s sake. What are you all 
thinking? Are you slave to the fossil-fuel 
poison industry? Wake up – oh please 
wake up from this madness! I know 
you are good people so how can you be 
responsible for this travesty?

“The B.C. NDP government has 
pledged to undertake a ‘paradigm shift’ 
for forest management, specifically to 
value ecological and community values 
above timber values. Communities in 
British Columbia are contending with 
multiple crises, including the impacts of 
megafires, floods, and slides made worse 
by climate change and overlogging. 
The protection and recovery of forests, 
including fire and drought-resistant 
species like broadleaf trees, must be an 
integral part of any strategy to mitigate 
climate change impacts and bolster 
community resiliency. The continued 
spraying of chemicals, especially without 
due public dialogue or transparency, 
is the antithesis to this commitment.” 
Stand.Earth

You have one week, Honourable 
Katrina Conroy, and Brittany Anderson, 
to have the courage to cancel this project 
that will devastate BC’s ecosystem, 
and beyond. The toxic runoff will 
enter the swamps, streams, and ocean 
during one rain event. Do you know 
that within 1 day of glyphosate spray, 
90% of amphibian life is killed – they 
suffocate from the POEA surfactant in 
the spray formula. Are you unaware of 
how each species of life supports the 
other? that without the entire support-
system, the Earth’s ecosystem teamwork 
is destroyed?

If you think the war in the Ukraine is 
heinous, realize that the mass starvation 
through the deliberate poisoning that 
you the NDP government and the BC 
Timber sales are planning to inflict on all 
the helpless flora and fauna right here in 
BC next week is eco-genocide.

Please, have mercy on our dying 
planet – stop this madness.

Educated citizens call on you 
provincial government decision-makers 
to honour your promises to chart a new 
future for forests, and stop the spray of 
chemical herbicides in forests across the 
province. We are urging the province to 
begin by taking the immediate step of 
extending the public engagement period 
for the Pest Management Plan in the Sea 
to Sky and Chilliwack Natural Resource 
Districts.

Start now. ASAP. 1 week.
Yours most sincerely,

Susan Eyre
Sirdar

WHO Pandemic 
Treaty

All countries are to sign a pandemic 
treaty in 2022 in order to give the World 
Health Organization (WHO) the sole 

power in pandemic matters – maybe 
already for the imminent pandemic in 
the fall of 2022, with subvariant BA2?

Should Canada sign or not?
If the WHO had handled the COVID 

scamdemic perfectly well, absolutely, 
then it would make sense that all countries 
give up their sovereignty in a pandemic. 
But the WHO failed miserably and is 
hijacked by the industries!

So do we want Bill Gates to be our 
Global Health Premier, as his BMG 
Foundation is the top sponsor of the 
WHO with over $1 billion? 

Maybe face the truth. In our world 
today, most of the sport venues carry the 
name of their sponsor, so why not also in 
politics, science, and education? Follow 
the money.

Klaus Schwab (World Economic 
Forum) will be Governor of Canada; 
Health Canada will become Pfizer 
Canada; Jeff Bezos (Amazon) will be 
Minister of Transport; Bombardier 
will be the Defense Ministry; Bayer/
Monsanto will be responsible for 
Agriculture; Kraft/Nestle will be the 
Food Ministry; Elon Musk will be the 
Minister of Space; DuPont will replace 
Fisheries and Oceans; and Interior Health 
will morph into Interior pHARM. Shaw/
Telus Uni, instead of UBC; Corporate 
Science World is in Vancouver, and the 
Moderna Heart Centre in Kelowna. The 
list is infinite.

But what about Zuckerberg Island 
in Castlegar? Should it be renamed Meta 
Island or receive funding from Marc’s 
Facebook?

There is another worrisome 
partnership. In 2019, the UN signed a 
strategic partnership agreement with 
the World Economic Forum. There 
is now a special place in the UN for 
corporations. Fortunately, UN members 
are democratically elected.

Although, the UN is known to be 
bureaucratic and not super effective. 
So do we prefer the takeover of the big 
corporations that lack any democratic 
accountability?

United Corporations (BlackRock $ 
Vanguard) instead of United Nations?

Finally: Stop the pandemic and 
vaccination immediately. There is no 
benefit, only risks!

Wulf Mense
Winlaw
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COMMUNITY

SUPPORT FOR 
YOUR SPIRIT
Bi-weekly services and book group 

Tuesday 8 am meditation
Contemplative in the Kootenays 

Saturday April 23, Silverton

For information & links, contact 
descamp@heartsrest.com

Turner Zion United Church of Canada 
is alive and welcomes you 
on-line — and in person.

411 Hall • Nelson, BC • 250-352-6261 
vincedevito.ca

Professional fitting, 
expert service.

Lightness, comfort and performance come 
together in a snappy design.

by Moe Lyons
Mayor Colin Ferguson and 

Councillor Leah Main are working 
hard to bring a community-owned 
fibre-optic ‘last mile’ system to the 
Slocan Valley. 

“Council has taken the lead 
on this project and coordinating 
the other Slocan communities 
from Slocan Village to Nakusp 
to investigate the possibility of a 
Slocan infoNet similar to Kaslo’s,” 
he says in his written report. “The 
Village has hosted two workshops 
and yesterday, April 12, Councillor 
Main and I organized and took a tour 
of the Kaslo infrastructure and met 
many of the KiN staff. In addition, 
we have been in conversation with 
CBBC [Columbia Basin Broadband 
Corporation] to communicate the 
desire from Slocan to Nakusp to 
construct and operate our own 
internet hub.”

Ferguson  expla ined  tha t 
Silverton would “lay a fibre-optic 
cable, just like a water main, to 
every household.” He said this 
would not only bring revenue to the 
communities, it would also “create 
an internet not affected by flood or 
fire.”

His report lists the advantages of 
such a system, including increased 
and more reliable service, at less cost 
to residents; retention of substantial 
cash flow by communities; creation 
of true symmetrical broadband 
connection at affordable rates for 
tech workers and individuals desiring 

Silverton council, April 13: Silverton leads the race for the last mile
to move to the valley communities 
who cannot without this kind of 
utility; and the creation of full-time, 
well-paid jobs in valley communities. 

“If we are to achieve the 
‘connectivity’ desired and touted by 
residents and promoted as necessary 
by the provincial government, and 
proven to increase economic vitality, 
there is no better way to achieve it 
than this,” he said.

He and Councillor Main are 
in the process of helping to create 
community working groups to 
move to the next step of creating 
the proposal in order to make 
the application for funding. The 
first funding deadline is April 26. 
Fortunately, the Village will have 
the able assistance of the Kaslo 
infoNet Society to apply for this 
funding. This application will go 
into the BC Ministry of Citizens’ 
Services for its Connecting British 
Columbia program. While there 
is federal funding for some of this 
kind of work, Main said the federal 
government chose to believe Telus 
when they said they already provided 
this community with the kind of 
connectivity it needed, so Silverton 
was declared ineligible.

Council authorized Mayor 
Ferguson and/or Councillor Main to 
represent Silverton in taking a lead 
role in the Slocan Valley project.

A motion was passed to that 
effect.

• Mayor Ferguson also reported 
on the revived dream of constructing 

a walking/cycling trail from Silverton 
to New Denver. On March 16, along 
with Phil Whitfield of North Slocan 
Trails Society, he had a preliminary 
meeting with Ministry of Transport 
and Infrastructure (MOTI) in Nelson 
to discuss logistical issues. He 
states MOTI reps are in favour of 
such a trail and have offered to do 
everything they can to facilitate it. 
Although both MOTI and RDCK 
Director Walter Popoff are in support 
of the idea, both are aware of the 
difficulty of such an enterprise and 
the costs involved. “Nonetheless,” 
he says, “Phil is moving forward 
obstinately with the project.”

• Chief Administrative Officer 
Hillary Elliott noted in her report that 
many local citizens have objections 
to the new BC Hydro streetlights. 
She stated that anyone who wanted 
to submit a complaint could come 
to the office to learn about the 
process or contact Hydro directly at 
lightingsupport@bchydro.com. 

Elliott reported that construction 
of the Lakeside Campground living 
quarters should be completed by 

May. This is a fully funded project 
in partnership with Destination BC 
and with the Villages of Slocan and 
New Denver. Staff have posted the 
position of campground attendant 
once again and hopes to have 
someone in the position by the end 
of April. The online campground 
booking system is now live. 

She also announced that Brian 
Mills will be sworn in as the new 
councillor at the Village office at 10 
am on April 19. Arbor Days will be 
April 25-28.

• Council directed staff to make 
a $500 donation to the Red Cross in 
support of Ukraine.

• Council adopted the 2022-2026 
Five Year Financial Plan Bylaw 
#529-2022, which includes a 3% tax 
increase for this year.

• New Administrative Assistant 
Janet Boisvert was appointed as a 
signer on the KSCU account, while 
Katrina Volk was removed.

•  Counc i l  endo r sed  t he 
nomination of Councillor Main as 
a member of the board of directors 
of the Federation of Canadian 

Municipalities, starting in June 
2022 and ending in June 2023. 
Councillor Main pointed out that 
the RDCK actually sponsors her for 
this position, but she likes to have 
an endorsement from council as 
well. This will be her eighth year in 
this position. She stated she is there 
to represent small communities at 
the table.

• Council voted to agree to 
Salmo removing itself from the 
RDCK Sustainable Living Service. 
Salmo must seek the approval of 
the other participants in the service 
to withdraw. Main said, “They 
feel they can’t put their finger on 
any specific benefit that comes 
to Salmo,” whereas Main thinks 
the committee’s work is valuable, 
including the West Kootenay Food 
Policy, the Farm Support Network, 
inventory of watersheds, floodplain 
mapping, and more.

• Councillor Main’s report 
consisted of a list of sessions she 
attended during her five days at 
the Local Government Leadership 
Academy in Vancouver April 5-8.

Wide Spot: 
hefted
by Therese DesCamp

In parts of rural Britain, sheep are 
said to be “hefted to the land.” After 
hundreds of years of being herded on 
common land, the sheep have learned 
their place. Hefted ewes pass on to their 
lambs the knowledge of boundaries, 
choice grazing sites, sheltered folds, the 
round of seasonal return to their farm 
for hoof-care or birthing. Hefted beings 
understand the riches and the difficulties 
of the intricate system of life which they 
inhabit. It’s not an intellectual idea, but 
a knowing carried in the body.

When I first came to the Kootenays, 
I was struck by a kind of at-home-ness, a 
deep calm, in some of the people I met. 
I wanted that. I thought that moving out 
of the city would do it, but as anyone 
could have told me, it’s way more than 
that. It has to do with making compost; 
it has to do with following deer trails; 
it has to do with waking in half-light to 
the dawn chorus. It’s about the breath in 
your lungs as you climb to the alpine; 
it’s about standing in silence before a 
boulder hung with moss. Most of all, it’s 
about letting the land own you, letting 
yourself become hefted.

We humans don’t heft to the land 
much these days. Of all the creatures, we 
are the least likely to know the swales 
where only this plant grows, the places 
to shelter in the landscape, the sheer 
feel of space. Instead, we domesticate, 
which is sometimes another word for 
hiding. 

I don’t want to knock homes! 

Every being needs a place of shelter, 
a nest, a safe space. But as we prepare 
– consciously or unconsciously – for 
whatever is coming next, there’s a 
temptation to move more deeply into 
protected space, be it physical space (cut 
all the trees!) or mental space (avoid all 
those idiots!).

The hemlock and black bear and 
flickers and wild ginger with whom 
we live and breathe have no such 
option. They’re hefted. A certain bear 
or flicker may expand their range; a 
stand of hemlock and wild ginger may 
shrink theirs. But they live or die as the 
land lives and dies, while we Western 
humans seem to think we’ve got other 
options.

Maybe we do; I don’t pretend 
to know all the technological fixes 
possible. What I do know, however, 
is that true solutions to our current 
dilemma require us to step more deeply 
into life, rather than step out of it. 

It’s time to start paying exquisite 
attention to what’s here. See if you can 
do it without cataloging your likes and 
dislikes! Then the corner where Queen’s 
Cup blooms, that neon orange fungus, 
the sound of kids yelling, these dying 
birches, the iridescence of a stink bug, 
those motorcycles racing, that clunk of 
creek rocks, this glimpse of an aging 
hand, these letters about dogs and 
vaccines – maybe you’ll see these as 
expressions of the beautiful, difficult, 
intricate system in which we live. As 
a cause for gratitude. As a reason to 
cherish – to heft to – this lovely, messy 
world. 

It pays to 
advertise in 
the Valley 
Voice!!!
Call toll free 

1-833-501-1700 for details 
valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca
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Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work, 
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal

WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS
359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539

3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

It pays to advertise in 
the Valley Voice

• Call 1-833-501-1700 for details • 
email: valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

by Kathy Hartman
Get ready for the return of May 

Days, Saturday and Sunday, May 
21 and 22! Council approved all 
the requests in a letter from Jessica 
Bernhof of the May Day Committee. 
There will be a Bavarian Garden at 
the park on Sunday, the soapbox 
derby on the main street on Sunday, 
and a parade through town on Sunday 
morning. The Village will provide a 
grant-in-aid of $430 to cover a $100 
contribution to the citizen of the year 
award, and the rental of the park and 
PA system. Council will participate 
in the parade, and the mayor will 
speak at the park on Sunday and at 
the May Queen Pageant (details to 
be announced).
Animal control bylaw

Council directed staff to prepare 
a new animal control bylaw. Bylaw 
516 was passed in 1999 and needs 
updating. Parts, such as keeping 
of wild animals and requiring the 
CAO to milk impounded cows twice 
a day, could be abandoned. Also, 
with the new boundary extension, 
the new bylaw may add regulations 
concerning the keeping of large 
animals such as horses. Included 
in Bylaw 516 is the amendment 
that defines the off-leash area along 
the south dike. The clarity of this 
amendment has come into question. 
Council received a letter from the 
four previous councillors who 
passed the amendment, to clarify 
that the boundaries of the off-leash 
area were intended to be the entire 
creekside area from the highway 
to the lake. Council also received a 
letter from the Village’s lawyer, who 
interpreted the off-leash area as the 
dike area from the highway to the 
lake, but suggested it could be more 
clearly delineated in another bylaw 
amendment. Over 40 people came to 
the meeting to speak to their concerns 
that a new bylaw may significantly 
change the boundaries of the current 
off-leash area without public input. 
See story on page 3.
Slocan infoNet

Council voted to provide a 
letter of support for the Slocan 

New Denver council, April 12: May Days returns
infoNet proposal – to build a ‘fibre 
fabric network’ to link homes and 
businesses in the Slocan Valley 
and Nakusp and area to the fibre-
optic backbone being built by 
the Columbia Basin Broadband 
Corporation. The proposal uses 
Kaslo infoNet as a model, and 
involves a non-profit, locally owned 
and operated high-speed internet 
service, providing local employment. 
In her report on this item, CAO Lisa 
Scott said the revenues generated 
by the service would be returned 
proportionally to the municipalities 
and Regional District areas involved 
(New Denver, Silverton, Slocan, 
Nakusp, Area H and parts of Area 
K). “The goal is to serve every 
taxable property in the proposed 
geographic area with dedicated, 
single mode fibre connectivity at 
a minimum connection level of 
1 gigabit with future provisions 
for up to 10 gigabits,” states the 
CAO’s report. According to Tim 
Ryan, a Kaslo consultant assisting 
with the proposal, “This makes 
video meeting faultless and VoIP 
(voice over internet protocol), both 
wired and by Wi-Fi extension, 
competitive with anything that 5G 
has to offer.” New Denver’s letter 
of support will be attached to the 
‘Connecting Remote Communities 
and First Nation Reserves to High-
speed Internet Request to Participate 
package,’ needed to access the 
newly announced $830 million rural 
broadband fund.
Community 
Paramedicine Program

Community Paramedic Casey 
Law and the new District Manager 
for Patient Care Delivery in the 
Kootenay West Area, Sara Thomas, 
presented on the Community 
Paramedicine Program in New 
Denver. Law has been New Denver’s 
community paramedic since last fall. 
In addition to doing wellness checks 
at the homes of clients who have 
been referred to him by a physican, 
nurse practitioner or registered 
nurse, he will be holding blood 
pressure clinics and targeted health 

education delivery at the school. 
Communities with Community 
Paramedic Programs have had a 
39% decrease in prehospital 911 
calls. Law works at the New Denver 
ambulance station as community 
paramedic three days on (8 am-4 
pm), three days off, and is on call 
for emergencies for the remaining 
16 hours of each three-day work 
rotation. Law said the ambulance 
service is hiring, and there are 
positions open in New Denver. He 
can be contacted at Casey.Law@
bcehs.ca

Mayor Casley said he is 
concerned about the lack of 
ambulance services. “New Denver 
Fire Department was called out to 
cover Nakusp and Burton due to lack 
of services,” said Casley. “Doesn’t 
bode well for the upcoming season.”
Crown Land Grant 
applications

The Village will apply for two 
Crown Land Grants – one for the 
land along the dike area that is 
currently used as a walking trail 
and off-leash area, and one for the 
creekside land in the area where the 
recycling depot now sits. 

Land acquired through Crown 
Grants can be used only for public, 
not commercial, use. A staff report 
says acquisition of these two areas 
would allow for several activities 
supported by the Official Community 
Plan: the development of a plan for 
amenities along the waterfront and 
creekfront, and the exploration of 
options for the drilling of a third 
water well in the recycling depot 
area. The lands are now zoned Parks 
and Open Space.

The dike area is leased from the 
Province, and includes the marina. 
The 30-year lease expires in July 
2024. Provincial staff has indicated 
that at the time of renewal, the 
portion of land used by the marina 
will be separated from the lease and 
the Slocan Lake Boating Association 
will be offered a commercial lease 
from the Province for the marina. 
They have also suggested this would 
be a good time for the Village to 
acquire the dike area through a 
Crown Land Grant.

The creekside recycling depot 
land used to be privately owned, 
but reverted to the Crown in the 
early 1900s due to non-payment of 
taxes. At the last council meeting, 
an application for nominal rent 
tenure for the 12 lots in this area 
was approved, and would give the 
Village use of the properties, but not 
ownership. Council decided to also 
submit an application for a Crown 
Land Grant.
Community garden

The Healthy Community Society 
of the North Slocan Valley is looking 
to establish a community garden, 
and has been in discussion with 
the Village on a site for the garden 
for some time. The triangle of land 
at the S-curve, on the west side 
of Hwy 6, is the piece now under 
consideration. The Village will 
apply for a Licence of Occupation 
for the land, which belongs to the 
Ministry of Transportation and 
Infrastructure. If approved, the 
Village is not obligated to offer use of 
this space to the society – additional 
planning and discussions would be 
required prior to such a commitment.

• Council approved a $250 
donation to the Share the Love 
campaign, init iated by some 
community members to show support 
and appreciation for the Slocan 
Community Health Centre staff by 
delivering snacks and treats once a 
week to the facility. The campaign 
has been receiving funding from the 
Chamber of Commerce. Contacts are 
Isy Schumann and Colin Moss.

•  C o u n c i l  a p p r o v e d  a 
Development Variance Permit to 
the New Denver and Area Housing 
Society (NDAHS) to allow six of 
the 10 parking stalls to be located 
on the Slocan Avenue road right-
of-way in front of the building. The 
housing will be built on the former 
recycling depot site, now cleared, 
and will have 10 units. Construction 
is expected to begin sometime in May 
and occupation may happen as soon 
as spring 2023.

• The CAO was appointed chief 
election officer and Accounting 
Clerk Taylor Attwood was appointed 
the deputy election officer for this 
fall’s municipal election, to be 
held October 15. General local 
government elections are held every 
four years. 

submitted
The Slocan Valley Community 

Legacy Society is celebrating the 
giving people who vitally strengthen 
our local community during this 
year’s Volunteer Week in Canada, 
April 24-30.

“From firefighters to hospice care 
workers and all volunteers in between,” 
says a society news release. “Mahatma 
Gandhi said it well, ‘the best way to 
find yourself, is to lose yourself in the 
service of others.’ We honour all the 
volunteers in our community.”

The Slocan Valley Community 
Legacy Society is also managed by 
local volunteers. We believe our 
society is a local treasure! Did you 
know that the charitable donations 
we receive are held in the Vancouver 
Foundation in perpetuity and earn 
significant interest for Slocan Valley 
projects every year? 

The society currently has more than 

Celebrating volunteers: your valley, your legacy
$340,000, which is accruing significant 
interest every year for Slocan Valley 
causes. It hopes to increase the Trust 
Fund to $500,000 by 2025.

“We rely on charitable donations, 
in memoriam gifts and will bequests to 
build our Fund,” says the news release. 
“We are hoping for even more small 
monthly donations we can count on 
from year to year. It is incredible how 
monthly gifts can turn into large sums 
over a short period of time.”

Donations may be made through 
the website or by cheque made payable 
to: Slocan Valley Legacy Fund, Box 
363, Slocan, BC. V0G 2C0. All 
donations $20 and over receive a 
charitable tax receipt. 

The latest  round of grants 
stemming from the Legacy Fund 
will be announced in May 2022. 
Visit the Legacy Fund website www.
slocanvalleylegacy.com to see a list of 
previous grant recipients.
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Our valley’s green 
grocer since 1990 

• Fresh 
• Organic 

• Wholesome 
1290 Hwy #6 

Crescent Valley
250-359-7323

– Open daily –
(Closed Christmas & New Year’s day)

Slocan Lake Arts Council (SLAC) is seeking a 
part-time Office Administrator

Do you have an interest in growing the arts and culture scene in 
the West Kootenays? Then this is the job for you!
Slocan Lake Arts Council (SLAC) is seeking a program administrator 
to assist with local arts in Silverton. The Gallery is currently expe-
riencing a resurgence of events, and the cozy downstairs office in 
this beautiful historical building is all ready for the administrator to 
come do marketing and communication, maintain SLAC filing and 
hopefully greet tourists if an art exhibit is on. 
The administrator will have an excellent time working with local 
artists and musicians, and supporting the friendly board members. 
This is a new but vital role needed to ensure the continued growth 
of arts in our community. 
The ideal candidate for this role is someone who is self-directed, 
organized and with computer and social media skills. 
Part-time hours, flexible scheduling, requirements varying seasonally.  
Negotiable, $28-$32/hr
Please email resumes to:
slocanlakeartscouncil@gmail.com
For full job description please visit our website
Slocanlakeartscouncil.ca

by Jan McMurray
A dispute over a section of 

railway right-of-way in Summit 
Lake has concluded in favour of the 
Province.

In the Supreme Court  in 
Kamloops on April 5, Justice Dennis 
Hori dismissed the case brought 
against the Province by Summit Lake 
property owners Tim and Faye Fox. 

The Rosebery to Summit Lake 
Rail Trail runs through the Fox 
property, and the Foxes have been 
using it for their livestock farming 
operation. They have built fencing, 
a pig barn and a horse barn on the 
99-foot-wide, three-acre right-of-
way. However, the land belongs to 
the Province, and the Province wants 
it for the rail trail. 

Province wins rail trail land dispute
To resolve the dispute, the Foxes 

were asking the court for a land 
swap. They asked the court to order 
the Province to swap the railway 
right-of-way for another portion of 
the Foxes’ land so the rail trail could 
be re-routed.

The answer was no.
“All of this could have been done 

with just a little bit of cooperation,” 
said Tim Fox in an interview. “We 
have bent over backwards trying to 
fix this amicably. We’ve offered to 
trade easements and we’ve offered 
to put money into it to re-route the 
trail.”

In fact, the trail has already 
been re-routed around the farming 
operation. “Some people started 
making it [the re-routed trail] and I 
finished it off,” Fox said, “and I put 
up a sign so people can see where 
to go.”

However, the Province didn’t 
want to do a land swap, and the legal 
arguments put forward by the Foxes’ 
lawyer didn’t convince the judge to 
order the land swap.

So now the Province is asking 
the Foxes to pay all their court costs 
and to remove the structures from 
the rail trail. The issue will likely end 
up back in court, as the Foxes don’t 
agree with these demands.

In the meantime, the Agricultural 
Land Commission (ALC) denied the 
Province’s application to remove 
the land in question from the 
Agricultural Land Reserve so that it 
could be used as a mixed motorized 
and non-motorized recreational trail. 
“However, the… rail line remains 
Crown land and the Province intends 
to continue to allow public use of 

the Crown land as it has historically 
done,” the court document says.

In response to the Foxes’ claim 
that the use of the railway corridor as 
a public trail is no longer appropriate 
because of the ALC’s decision, 
Justice Hori states in his decision 
document, “I do not accept the ALC 
decision as preventing the Province 
from allowing members of the public 
to access the Railway Corridor 
in accordance with their existing 
policies.”

“So they can’t have a recreation 
trail but they are going to continue 
to use it as a trail anyways – it just 
won’t be designated as a recreation 
trail,” Tim Fox said in the interview. 
“It’s nuances like these that make you 
shake your head.”

Justice Hori says in his decision 
that the “determination of what is 
fair and just in the circumstances of 
this case is difficult…” He says the 
Foxes claim they cannot continue 
their livestock operation without the 
use of the railway corridor, and the 
Province claims they must maintain 
the rail corridor for public use in 
the future as a public trail or for 
underground utilities. On the one 
hand, he acknowledges that the use 
of the corridor as a public trail will 
disrupt the livestock operation and 
“may pose a danger to the users of 
the trail and to the livestock nearby.” 
On the other hand, he acknowledges 
that the Province has an obligation 
to protect the corridor in the public 
interest, and according to precedent, 
he “must be extremely cautious about 
making orders that eliminate the 
consideration of the public interest 
by elected representatives.”

When the Foxes bought the 
property, the Lands Title office and 
their lawyer told them the railway 
corridor was part of the property, so 
they went ahead and built a fence 
and a pig barn on it and used it for 
their farm operations. Tim says they 
were convinced it was their property 
until about a year and a half ago when 
they hired a new lawyer (upon the 
retirement of their original lawyer). 

“It took our new lawyer quite 
a bit of explaining to show me that 
the law is not always black and 
white,” Tim said. “I guess our land 
titles aren’t as good as they claim 
they are.”

In his decision, Justice Hori says, 
“In the circumstances described by 
the plaintiffs, I find that there was an 
element of recklessness and willful 
blindness on the part of the plaintiffs. 
They proceeded with the purchase 
of DL 11338 when their own survey 
clearly showed the existence of the 
Railway Corridor. They may have 
relied upon their lawyer’s advice, but 
they ought to have made inquiries 
of the surveyor to determine why 
the survey showed the Railway 
Corridor, when it was not listed on 
the title to the property… Therefore, 
I find that while the plaintiffs may 
have honestly believed that they 
owned the Railway Corridor, they 
formed that belief by failing to make 
inquiries that they ought to have 
made.”

Tim says this part of the decision 
caught his attention. “I don’t know 
how he could say that. I understand I 
was wrong when I thought it was our 

property, but it wasn’t simple. I have 
emails from three different provincial 
government staff who couldn’t find 
the documentation on this land. It 
wasn’t until 2018 that the Province 
came up with the district lot number 
they are claiming now. They couldn’t 
find it for five years, yet somehow we 
were negligent. We were relying on 
information from our lawyer and the 
Land Titles office. You would think 
that would have been okay.”

In 2014, the Province gave the 
Foxes a trespass notice. The Foxes 
disputed it, providing a copy of the 
land title, and a survey that showed 
only four property pins and the rail 
corridor as a ‘landmark.’ When 
they heard nothing back from the 
Province, they assumed the issue 
was resolved, and built a horse barn 
partially on the rail corridor. In 2016, 
another trespass notice was issued, 
and again, the Foxes disputed it. Tim 
says they received two more trespass 
notices, a seizure notice, and a bill 
from the Crown for a five-year lease. 
Also, provincial representatives 
came and took out three gates. Then 
in 2018, the Province re-surveyed the 
lot. “They took out the four corner 
pins and put in 11 pins, essentially 
removing the railway corridor from 
the property,” Tim said.

“They refused to take me to 
court,” Tim says. “We were at the 
point where they were going to put 
a lien on the house and garnish my 
wages, so we bit the bullet and took 
them to court. It has been surreal – 
and expensive. My retirement keeps 
getting pushed back.”

by Jan McMurray
Brian Mills has been elected as 

Silverton councillor.
“It will be my honour to serve the 

citizens of Silverton,” Mills said in 
an email to the Valley Voice. “I look 
forward to working with council 
and Village staff. Also, I would like 
to donate the remaining councillor 
compensation for this term to the 
Silverton Community Club.”

Mills received 58 votes and 
Margaret Scaia received 38 in the 
byelection on April 9.

“I would like to thank all those 
who voted, the election staff, office 
staff, Margaret Scaia for running, 
family and friends far and wide for 
their words of encouragement and 
support. A very special heartfelt 
thank you to those who invited 
me into their homes for good 
conversation about our great town 
of Silverton,” Mills said.

Mills will be sworn in on April 
19. Although he attended the April 
13 council meeting, he was there as 
observer. His first regular meeting as 

Brian Mills is new 
Silverton councillor

councillor takes place May 11.
M a y o r  C o l i n  F e r g u s o n 

congratulated Mills right away by 
email, and thanked Margaret for 
taking the time to run. “It will be 
good to have a full council once 
again,” he said.

Brian Mills has been elected as Silverton 
councillor.

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription
Only $5-$50 

Send Cheque or Money Order to: Valley Voice, 
Box 70,  New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR TOAD 
CONSERVATION STUDY AT FISH LAKE

Adult female Western Toad carrying her eggs across Highway 31A at Fish Lake. 
Females typically carry around 12,000 eggs that become toadlets.

Become a “Toad Ambassador” and help toads cross the road
• From early May-July, volunteer for a few nights to spend 2 hours just after dark 
moving migrating adult toads to safety off Highway 31A at Fish and Bear lakes. 
Help prevent hundreds of toads from being killed while crossing the highway to 
breed at Fish Lake.
• In August, volunteer during the day at the Fish Lake rest stop to help monitor 
toadlet migration. 
Training and honorarium for travel will be provided. 
Please contact: Amber Peters, amber@vws.org 250-358-2333 (leave a message)
	           Marcy Mahr, marcy@netidea.com 250-358-2660

P
H

O
TO

: M
A

R
C

Y 
M

A
H

R

VALHALLA WILDERNESS SOCIETY - 2022

SLOCAN VALLEY AREA “H” RURAL 
BEARSMART PROGRAM

Contact Coordinator: Kim Frederiksen 
		  250-226-6908 kimbfrederiksen8@gmail.com
There are a limited number of $250 cost shares available for electric fencing 
for bears in the Slocan Valley.
		  Gillian Sanders, Grizzly Bear Coexistence Solutions
		  250-353-1137 grizzlyfencingproject@gmail.com

submitted
The weather cooperated and 

32 people and 11 dogs came out to 
celebrate the 16th anniversary of the 
dog off-leash area in New Denver. 
The grassy field south of the creek 
and west of the highway is flat with 

Good turnout to anniversary of New Denver dog off-leash area
convenient access from the street, 
making it possible for two people 
with scooters to join in on the fun.

Dog park users agreed that 
the community is fortunate that 
the 2006 councillors recognized 
that people with dogs needed an 

accessible and safe off-leash area. 
This space has become a highly 
valued community asset, utilized 
year-round by residents and visitors 
alike.

During the event, prizes were 
given away, the dogs sat nicely to 

get their yummy dog biscuit, and lots 
of shortbread cookies were enjoyed 
by their humans. The dogs were 
a bit peeved though because their 

humans didn’t have to sit nicely to 
get their treat!

Thanks to everyone who came 
out to celebrate this amazing space.

Roy Sumi’s famous Heiwa Teien Peace 
Garden’s dry stream feature in the Nikkei 
Centre is getting a facelift. New boulders 
were brought in under the supervision of 

Hiro Okusa from Japonica Landscaping in 
Burnaby on April 16. The gardeners will be 

working here for the next two weeks.
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There was a good turnout to the 16th anniversary celebration of the off-leash dog area in New Denver on April 11.
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Just two of the 30 or so folks and a dozen dogs that 
showed up on April 11 for the anniversary party celebrating 

16 years of the off-leash dog park in New Denver. 
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It pays to advertise in the Valley Voice!!!
Call toll free 1-833-501-1700 for details 
email: valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

Straw Bales
$13.00

Pet Food and Farm 
Animal Feed

Open 9-5 Mon-Fri, 10-4 Sat, Closed Sunday

Electrical Supplies!!!

Kootenays’ largest selection of fencing, posts, 
gates, corral panels. Bundle pricing on posts 
available. New shipments arriving weekly

Drywall in 
stock 

PNW seeds!!!

Slogger garden boots, 
ankle boots & shoes. Great 

colours to choose from. 

Seedling starter trays, 
domes, manures, 

inserts, soils, seeds

Spring is  here – 
wheelbarrows, lawn rakes, 
shovels, garden wagons

Time to prune 
& spray fruit 

trees 
Pruners, Loppers, 
Lime Sulphur & 

Dormant Oil in stockSeed potatoes & onion sets

COMMUNITY

by Jan McMurray
A new painting business 

has started up in the area.
Offering interior and 

exterior painting and staining, 
general house repair and 
maintenance, small renovations 
and small construction projects, 
Darcy Feiffer of Arrow Lake 
Painting is now in business. He 
covers the area from Edgewood 
to Galena Bay and Nakusp to 
Slocan – and would go further 
for the right job.

“Painting is my passion,” 
he says. “I feel a great sense 

Darcy Feiffer has started up Arrow Lake Painting.

Experienced painter starts up Arrow Lake Painting 
of peace and calm while I’m 
painting.”

Feiffer says he listens to 
mellow music and likes to burn 
incense, as well, while on the 
job. “I find it calming for the 
mind.”

Feiffer is originally from 
Saskatchewan and has lived 
in BC for four years now. 
His parents own the Fauquier 
Motel, and he came to help 
them fix it up.

“I’m a fourth generation 
painter,” he says. He started 
painting at 11 years old with 

his father, who had a painting 
contract with SaskPower in 
the summer, painting metal 

light posts and power pedestals 
throughout the province. He 
carried on painting and doing 

renovation projects with his 
parents, who have been in the 
hospitality business for over 
40 years. “I’ve been working 
steady my whole life with their 
businesses and my businesses, 
so I have lots of experience. 
I’ve painted several hotels and 
motels, over 50 houses and 

have done several commercial 
jobs.”

Feiffer says he is over four 
years sober, and is happy to be 
living in Burton and leading 
a healthy lifestyle. He eats 
mostly organic foods, and 
practices mindfulness and 
meditation.

submitted
With bears coming out of 

their long winter’s nap, it’s time 
to think about being bearsmart 
in the Slocan Valley and Arrow 
Lakes again. 

Cora Skaien has returned 
this season to work as the 
WildSafeBC New Denver, 
Nakusp, Silverton and RDCK 
Areas H & K Coordinator. As 
community coordinator, she’ll 
be working to continue reaching 
out to community members in 
innovative ways that maintain 
physical distancing and safety 
for the community, while also 
reintroducing some of the 
traditional programming. 

WildSafeBC is the provincial 
leader in preventing conflict with 
wildlife through collaboration, 
education and community 
solutions and is delivered by the 
BC Conservation Foundation in 
communities across BC.

From April to November, 
Skaien will be involved in a 
number of WildSafeBC program 
initiatives including door-to-
door information delivery 
campaigns, garbage tagging, 
display booths at local events, 
bear spray workshops, WildSafe 
Ranger Program for school-aged 
children, and Wildlife Awareness 
and Safety Education sessions. 

WildSafeBC intends to 

Cora Skaien returns as WildSafeBC 
community coordinator for the Arrow 

Lakes and Slocan Valley.

The bears are back in town 
and so is WildSafeBC

continue collaborations with 
Grizzly Bear Coexistence 
Solutions to deliver electric 
fencing workshops, as well as 
work with local fruit gleaning 
organizations, the Healthy 
Community Society, and the 
Valhalla Wilderness Society’s 
Slocan Valley Bear Smart 
Program in Area H. 

You can contact Skaien to 
register for those programs at 
newdenver@wildsafebc.com or 
778-987-3652. 

For further information 
on wildlife and how to reduce 
human-wildlife conflict visit 
www.wildsafebc.com, or follow 
WildSafeBC New Denver - 
Nakusp on Facebook.

Please report wildlife in 
conflict to the Conservation 
Officer Service 24/7 at 1-877-
952-7277. Residents can also 
report sightings of bear, cougar, 
coyote or wolf in urban areas. 
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Paul Stooshnoff
June 3, 1953 - April 6, 

2022
After a seven year journey 

through Dementia, we said our final 
goodbye to Paul on April 6, 2022.

Paul Andrew Stooshnoff was 
born on June 3, 1953 in New Denver 
to John and Florence Stooshnoff. He 
grew up in the Slocan Valley with his 
siblings: Lurica, Bill, John, Donald, 
and Margaret.

Paul spent his childhood 
swimming, fishing, riding bikes, collecting cans and bottles to buy 
treats and playing hooky. As a teenager, Paul (Spud) enjoyed playing 
baseball as the pitcher for the Valley Combines; hitching into town with 
his friends; laying strips throughout the Valley on his Mach1. When he 
was 15, Paul started working at Triangle Pacific.

On May 26, 1973 Paul married Dianne Jmaiff. Together they raised 
their two sons, Clayton Paul and Matthew Daniel, and built their home 
and farm in Perry’s Siding.  When they weren’t tending their garden or 
working the farm, Paul and Dianne would take the boys camping, hunting, 
fishing, and just exploring all through the Valley. Their favourite camping 
and fishing spot at Wilson Lake holds beautiful memories. Paul worked 
in the forestry industry as a log loader operator for local contractors for 
30 years. 

When Paul was 47, he went to Vancouver and completed the Building 
Service Worker program. Soon after beginning his second career working 
at Selkirk College, Paul was asked to facilitate the Building Service 
Worker Program in Nelson, which he did for several years.

The journey through Dementia began in 2015 for Paul and his family. 
He retired soon after the diagnosis to spend as much time as possible 
with his family. Paul was a Blue Jay’s fan and celebrated his 60th birthday 
with his sons on a trip to Seattle to cheer them on. In 2021 Paul entered 
Long Term Care when the disease accelerated and he could no longer 
be at home. Paul was always appreciative of the care he received there, 
as is his family.

Paul is joining his parents John and Florence; parents-in-law Mike Jr. 
and Polly Jmaiff; brother-in-law Walter Osachoff; brother Billy; sisters 
Margaret Latin and Lurica Stratton. 

Paul will be sadly missed and lovingly remembered by Dianne, 
Clayton and Lesley, Matthew and Jeannette; his beloved grandchildren 
Chloe, Charlotte, Colton, Isla, and Axl; brothers Allan (Linda), John (Els), 
and Donald; sisters-in-law Vera and Natalie (Jim); brothers-in-law Dave 
and Tim; Harvey, Lawrence and Dan; many nieces, nephews, cousins, 
friends and co-workers. 

Our sincere appreciation to Dr. Janz and the caring staff at Mountain 
Lake Seniors Community.

Thank you for the love we received.
If you choose, donations can be made to the Alzheimer’s Society 

of BC.

Proud to bring you the 14th season!

Gallery Hours: Tues. - Sat. 11 am to 4 pm • More Info: 250.265.8888
203 Fifth Avenue NW Nakusp

MAY 13 - MAY 28: 	 Lorna GUILD
MAY 31 - JUNE 18: 	 Louise DUCHARME
JUNE 21 - JULY 9: 	 Brian BUCKRELL
JULY 12 - JULY 30: 	 Lori KORKOLA
AUGUST 3 - 20: 	 Delreé DUMONT
AUG. 24 - SEPT. 10: 	Ann EYNON
SEPT. 13 - OCT. 1: 	 Chantal JULIEN

submitted
With the snow melting and first 

flowers popping out of the ground, we 
can safely say spring is here. And that 
means it’s time for Studio Connexion 
Art Gallery to gear up for its Summer 
Exhibitions Series.

More than 100 art shows have been 
staged in the quaint little gallery space 
since it opened, and there will be seven 
more this summer.

From May 13 to 28, the Summer 
Series begins with Nakusp artist Lorna 
Guild, who has created a collection of 
gorgeous landscapes mainly in pastel.

Exciting summer series of artists at Nakusp’s Studio Connexion
Artist Louise Ducharme from New 

Denver will be having her second show 
at the gallery from May 31 to June 18. 
Louise has been doing more abstract 
works for this series in encaustics, also 
in oil and cold wax mediums.

From Ontario, artist Brian Buckrell 
is sending us his unique colourful 
landscapes. A live Facebook event 
with him is planned. Brian (along with 
artist Sharon Bamber) were listed as 
the best plein air painters in the world 
by the American Plein Air Magazine. 
His paintings were sold out during our 
last Winter Group Show. His exhibition 

starts on June 21 and runs through 
July 9.

Coming back to our area is artist 
Lori Korkola, who was a teacher at 
Nakusp Secondary School for a few 
years. She will be travelling from 
Ontario for her first show in BC. She 
is bringing us more landscapes in a soft 
palette. Her exhibition is from July 12 
to the 30.

August 3-20, aboriginal artist Delreé 
Dumont will be showing during the 
Columbia Basin Culture Tour. She will 
be exhibiting her new artworks done 
in her very own pointillism technique. 

She’ll be followed by artist Ann Eynon 
from North Vancouver, who has been 
creating abstract landscapes for her show 
from August 24 to September 10.

Artist Chantal Julien from 
Sherbrook in the Eastern Townships 
has been represented at the gallery for a 
few years, and will be the last exhibition 
of the season. She is also offering a plein 
air painting workshop while in Nakusp 
on the weekend of September 17 and 18. 
Chantal has been chosen to be a judge for 
the Parrsboro Plein Air Festival this year. 
She is well known on the plein air circuit 
in Eastern Canada and New England. 
This last exhibition of the season is from 

September 13 to October 1.
There are close to 30 artists 

from across Canada represented at 
Studio Connexion. Visitors can book 
appointments year-round. During the 
Summer Series, you can walk in during 
regular gallery hours from 11 am to 
4 pm, Tuesday to Saturday. Studio 
Connexion will again be an official 
venue of the Columbia Basin Culture 
Tour, first weekend of August. 

Studio Connexion Art Gallery is 
located in the heart of Nakusp at 203 
Fifth Avenue NW: only two-and-a-half 
short blocks from Broadway Street. Just 
follow the signs.

submitted
Local historian and author Michael 

Cone has just released the authoritative 
history of a century of ferry service on 
Kootenay Lake. 

Connecting the Kootenays follows 
the service from its genesis in 1921 to 
its 100th anniversary in 2020.

Cone’s book chronicles the changes 
that have taken place over the century, 
from transformations in ferry designs 
and docking facilities, improvements in 
navigation techniques, and evolution in 
crew uniforms and safety to privatization 
of operations, revised scheduling and, 
not to forget, the removal of the ferry 
tolls in 1963. The book’s 330 pages 
are professionally designed, filled with 
colourful first-hand accounts from crew 
members and richly illustrated with black 
and white images and period colour 
photos. Many of the photos will be 
new for even the most ardent Kootenay 
historians. 

“It’s a book that has taken more 
than five years to compile and borrows 
on knowledge that I have collected 
over the last 50 years in my pursuit of 

The authoritative history of ferry service on Kootenay Lake is now available at stores 
throughout the region.

Local author publishes history of Kootenay Lake ferries 
documenting the history of navigation 
on Kootenay Lake,” said Cone. 

Connecting the Kootenays sells for 
$45.00 and is available at Raven’s Nest 
in New Denver, Meritxell Books and 
Spiritwood in Nakusp, the Eurythmy 

Bookstore in Kaslo, Touchstones Nelson, 
Otters Books Nelson, Coles Nelson, 
the Nelson and District Chamber of 
Commerce, Balfour Gill & Gift, the 
Gray Creek Store or from the author at 
klfbook@shaw.ca.
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Anthony (Tony) 
Sibilio Frary 

June 19th, 1945 – 
February 1st, 2022.

It is with great sadness we 
announce the passing of Tony Frary 
– brother, father, grandfather, uncle, 
friend. 

Born in Los Angeles, CA, to parents Ralph and Mary Frary, he grew 
up in Visalia, CA, with his sister Florence and brother Ralph. After 
graduating from Redwood High School (1963), Tony furthered his 
education at the University of Notre Dame (1963-67), UC Davis, and 
University of Toronto (1976) where he received his Master of Science 
in Urban and Regional Planning. After meeting and marrying Candace 
in Toronto, they traveled around the world visiting and living in New 
Zealand, Asia, and Europe, before settling in Kaslo in the late 1970s and 
raising their three children. 

He had many jobs over the years spanning from communications 
officer in the US Navy (1968-1974), urban planner, Realtor, B & B 
owner, English teacher in South Korea, and vehicle transporter to name 
a few. He volunteered many hours to improve the community of Kaslo, 
served as a councillor in the 1990s, and was an active legion member. 
Tony had a love of travel, adventure, and foods of all kinds. A dreamer 
and an optimist, he loved to talk about politics and current events, and to 
plan adventures with family, friends, or solo. 

His greatest love and proudest accomplishment were his children 
(Lindsay, Heather, and Christopher), and 8 grandchildren. A true 
gentleman, he will be remembered for his kindness and generosity. 

A celebration of life is planned for Saturday, April 23rd, at the Kaslo 
Legion Hall, between 2-4 pm.

To leave a personal message of condolence please see Thompson 
Funeral Service website: https://www.thompsonfs.ca

submitted by Lloyd Bazay
Dredging of the New Denver 

marina was completed on Monday 
and Tuesday April 11 and 12, and the 
marina was expected to be open for 
members’ use on April 17. 

The marina experiences a silt 
buildup at its inlet from Slocan 
Lake over time, and the silt must 
be removed for safe passage for the 
boating community. The last time 
dredging was done was in the spring 
of 2017. 

In the past few years, the lake 
has experienced some major runoff 
from Carpenter Creek. This has had 
a major impact on the marina inlet, 
making it impossible for passage at 
low water levels. 

New Denver marina dredging complete
T h e  p r o c e s s  t o  g e t  t h e 

appropriate approvals to complete 
this work started more than a year 
ago. The environmental assessment, 
permitting and overall monitoring 
was completed by Luce Paquin 
of Galena Environmental Ltd. 
Galena Environmental completed 
comprehensive evaluations to 
protect the lake and its habitat. 
Pre-construction environmental 
mitigation measures implemented 
consisted of a freshwater mussel 
salvage, channel and marina 
isolation, a fish salvage and a nest 
survey. A filter membrane was 
installed from above the water level 
to the lake/marina bed. Construction 
environmental monitoring occurred 

during the entire project and was 
conducted by Tammy Strauss, 
wildlife technician from Galena 
Environmental.

The construction portion of the 
marina dredging was completed by 
Silverton Transport and Landmark 
Solutions from Salmon Arm. The 

team worked very well together 
and all conditions set forth by the 
approval agencies were strictly 
followed. Galena Environmental 
will provide a detailed report for all 
agencies and the town. 

The project was completed 
on plan and ahead of the original 

schedule. The pre-conditions for 
dredging were completed from 
Friday April 8 to Sunday April 10 
by the members and friends of the 
Slocan Lake Boating Association. 

The material removed from the 
inlet and marina has been stored on 
site for future use.

Dredging at the New Denver marina began Monday April 11 with the support of Silverton Transport and Landmark Solutions. The marina will be 
open for business by Sunday, April 17.

submitted
You may have been wondering 

what is happening with New Denver’s 
own green burial ground. Here’s your 
chance to find out for yourself. On 
Saturday, April 30, at 10 am, bring 
your work gloves, your gardening/
brushing tools and your energy and 
enthusiasm to a work party to clear 
up the site and prepare for the next 
phase.

The new burial ground is right 
next to the Masonic section of the 
New Denver Cemetery, at the very 
back on the right (south) as you 
face uphill. To get there, turn right 
onto Denver Siding Road for about 
120 metres, then continue on 10th 
Avenue/Atlantic Street for another 
120 metres, where you may park at 

Many hands create a green burial ground
the corner and walk in. It is on the far 
side of the cemetery. Alternatively, 
you can come up through the main 
cemetery road from the highway.

A great deal has been going 
on behind the scenes for the last 
several months. The society is now 
incorporated as a non-profit under 
the name Slocan Lake Green Burial 
Society. It also has a lovely, quite 
classic-looking logo.

The next step is to gain charitable 
status. To that end, several members 
of the board and others have been 
fleshing out the design, a detailed 
budget, the description of the 
functions of the society, etc. to 
submit to Revenue Canada. This is 
a seemingly endless and onerous 
undertaking, and the individuals 

involved deserve a big round of 
applause. After huge amounts of 
work, research and discussion, 
the application has finally been 
completed and sent in. Charitable 
status is a key element, as until 
it is obtained, the land cannot be 
transferred into the ownership of the 
society. Several monetary donations 
are also waiting in the wings.

Once all the paperwork is 
completed, people will be able to 
make tax-deductible contributions, 
and will also be able to buy the 
right to be interred in the green 
burial ground. Currently, lifetime 
memberships, which basically are 
expressions of support and a source 
of funds for outside contractors of 
one sort and another, are available for 
$20 and are obtainable by contacting 
Slocan Lake Green Burial Society, 
Box 69, New Denver, BC V0G 1S0; 
slgreenburialsociety@gmail.com. 
You can also join by making a direct 
deposit into the society’s account at 
Kootenay Savings in New Denver, 
either by going there or by e-transfer.

Why is green burial becoming a 
preferred option for many people these 
days? It provides an environmentally 
sustainable alternative to conventional 
burial or cremation. Green burial 
avoids the toxic residues and non-
biodegradable materials used in 
current practices, including chemicals 
used in embalming fluids, materials 
used in most conventional caskets 
or cement vaults, and the carbon 
released from fuels during cremation.

If you have time and energy to 
give to this worthwhile enterprise, 
you will be welcomed with open 
arms. Come to the green burial 
ground on April 30 and you will be 
part of a lively group of committed 
people. And there will be juice and 
goodies!
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Thank you for supporting your local businesses! 
The key to a thriving local economy throughout the pandemic and always

NAKUSP & AREA
Bon Marche Dollar Dollar
Open 9 am - 5 pm Monday to Saturday. Contactless debit/credit. Cleaning 
protocols in place, customers reminded to social distance. Masks are at the 
discretion of the customer.
Facebook: Bon Marche Dollar Dollar Nakusp
250-265-3644 

Crescent Bay Construction Ltd. 
Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-5 pm
Nitrile gloves must be put on (available beside the door) when entering and 
discarded (beside the door) when leaving.
Phone orders and pick-up available. E-transfer payment available at cresbay@
telus.net • 250-265-3747

Kim’s Kustoms
Open regular hours, 8:30 am-5:30 pm
250-265-4012 

Nakusp Glass
Open
Drop in, call or email to make an appointment.
250-265-3252, nakuspglass@gmail.com

Nakusp Taxi
Pick-up and delivery of anything from licenced food, beverage and retail stores.
250-265-8222

Royal LePage Selkirk Realty
Open Mon-Fri 9:30 am - 12 noon, 1 pm - 4:30 pm.
Our agents are more than happy to help!
250-265-3635; Nakusp@royallepage.ca

Shon’s Bike - Ski - Stay
Mon-Sat, 9 am-5:30 pm
Please drop off bike repairs to the front entrance of the shop.
No appointments are necessarily for bike tune-ups. Our coffee shop and
lounge area is open. 
For all inquiries, call us at 250-265-3332, email info@shons.ca, website:
www.shons.ca, Facebook: Shon’s Bike-Ski-Stay.
Save-On-Foods
Open 8 am - 7 pm daily. Max customer limit in place. Please shop individually. 
Bottle returns - up to 2 dozen max.
250-265-3662. Store Manager: Kira, Asst. Manager: Ryan

Eagle Small Motors and Repairs
Monday 4-6 pm; Tuesday-Thursday 9 am-6 pm; Friday-Saturday 9 am-5 pm.
250-265-4911

KASLO & AREA
ACE Building Centre-Kaslo
Open 7:30-5 Mon-Sat, Open Sundays and most stat holidays 10-2
250-353-7628, kaslo.building@telus.net, www.kaslobuilding.com 

Angry Hen Brewing Company
Open for patio and inside seating with off-sales for beer to go, 7 days a week! 
Phone to pre-order or to arrange a ‘beer-it-forward’ delivery for a friend. 250-
353-7446, lounge@angryhenbrewing.com, Facebook, Instagram.
Cornucopia
Now open Mon-Sat, 9:30 - 5:30, closed Sunday
250-353-2594; cornkaslo@gmail.com; Facebook Cornucopiakaslo

JB’s Pub & Restaurant
Open Thurs-Sun, 3-9 pm. Hours will extend in the summer.
Takeout available 250-353-7716; 250-353-7717

Jones Boys Boats
We are open for business!
www.jonesboysboats.com
250.353.2550 info@jonesboysboats.com 
https://www.facebook.com/Jonesboysboats

Kaslo Kayaking & Adventure Centre
www.kasloadventurecentre.com
250-353-1925 Getting you outside for your mental health!

Kaslo Hotel
OPEN! Pub 1PM daily. Happy Hour every afternoon from 3PM – 5PM! Front desk 
8AM-11AM & 3PM-8PM Monday – Thursday, 8AM – 9PM Friday – Sunday for 
check-in and reservations. Strict sanitizing protocols in place. 250-353-7714, www.
kaslohotel.com, Facebook.

Kaslo Husky
Open Mon-Fri, 5 am-8 pm; Sat 6 am-8 pm; Sun 7 am-8 pm
Physical distancing measures in effect. 250-353-2205

T.H.E. Pharmacy (Kaslo)
Open Monday-Friday 9:30 am-5:30 pm 
We look forward to serving you!
Welcome to shop by visiting during business hours or:
By phone: 250-353-2224, By fax: 250-353-2336, By email: kaslopharm@gmail.com
For prescription refills online visit: kaslopharmacy.myrefill.ca
403 Front Street, PO Box 550, Kaslo V0G 1M0
kaslopharm@gmail.com, phone 250-353-2224, fax 250-353-2336

Kaslo Mechanical
Open! Tuesday - Friday 9 am - 5 pm, Saturday 9 am - 1 pm
Closed long weekends.
6336 Hwy 31, Kaslo • 250-353-7409

Kul Nijjar, REALTOR(R) Fair Realty Ltd.
Open
kul@kulnijjar.ca, 250-505-4722

Sunnyside Naturals
Open Mon-Sat, 9 am-6 pm
Physical distancing measures in effect. Food takeout
Phone orders and delivery available. 250-353-9667

Woodbury Resort
Boat rentals, Camping, Fishing! Angler Incentive Program Depot
Ph: 250-353-7717; Fax 250-353-2004 woodbury@netidea.com

SLOCAN VALLEY
NEW DENVER
Glacier View Service
Open 7 days, 8 am - 5:30 pm
250-358-2445

T.H.E. Pharmacy (New Denver)
Open Mon-Fri, 10 am-5:30 pm
We look forward to serving you!
Welcome to shop by visiting during business hours or:
By phone: 250-358-2500, By fax: 250-358-2520, By email: kaslopharm@gmail.
com (please use reference “NDCP”) 309 6th Avenue, New Denver V0G 1S0

New Market Foods
Open every day, 8 am-6 pm
You are welcome to come and shop. Keep your distance as much as you can 
with others. We have hand sanitizer at the door as well as at the tills. If you are 
self isolating or not wanting to come to the store, we can do your shopping for 
you and have it delivered to you or you can pick it up. You can call the store at 
250-358-2270 or email shop@newmarketfoods.ca to place your orders.

Raven’s Nest
Spring is here! Now Open 5 days a week: Tue–Sat, 11a–4p • Please visit 
RavensNestBC.com – our online shop – for exclusive deals 24/7 • Recent 
Arrivals: Greg Nesteroff’s best selling Lost Kootenays: A History in Pictures 
• Spring/Summer ‘22 fashions are steadily coming in from such eco-friendly 
lines as Quebec’s Message Factory / Oöm Éthikwear and the Valley’s own 
Nomads Hemp Wear • Thanks for shopping local – we hope to see you soon! 
• 250-358-2178 • Facebook & Instagram •

Sharie Merrifield’s Bookkeeping Service
Help your business succeed ! ! I will manage your GST, PST, MRDT, WCB, and 
Wage Deduction Remittances in a timely manner. 25 years experience. Sharie 
Merrifield (250) 358 - 6806 Email: sha01@telus.net (that is a zero, not an ‘O’) 

Valley Voice
Open 1-833-501-1700; valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca, www.valleyvoice.ca

SILVERTON
Silverton Building Supplies
Open Monday-Saturday 8:00 am-5:00 pm
Hand sanitizer is provided. Please observe distancing. 
We look forward to serving you!
250-358-2293

Silverton Camp Cafe
Open year round, 7 days a week including holidays! Everything fresh baked 
daily. Monday-Saturday 9:00-4:00, Sunday 9-3. 780-660-3784

SLOCAN
Village of Slocan – Office, Library, Clinic, Fitness Centre
Village Office open – Masks Mandatory. Library open (Thursdays 1-5pm, 
Sundays 11am-3pm) - COVID protocols in place; masks mandatory; take out 
service available. Clinic open – Nurse Practitioner, Acupuncture - COVID 
protocols in place; masks mandatory. Fitness Centre temporarily closed.

Slocan Village Market
Open every day 9am-8pm
We have limited the occupancy to 6 customers at a time to enable social 
distancing. We thank you for remembering to wear your mask.
We accept phone and curbside orders for those who are unable to wear a 
mask. Thank you for your support!
250-355-2211, svmkt@telus.net

WINLAW
Emery Herbals Botanical Dispensary, Healing Suites and 
Teaching Centre
The Botanical Dispensary is open Thursday -  Saturday 12-4. 
Order requests can be sent to orders@emeryherbals.com or phone 250-
226-7744. 
Visit our online shop:  https://emeryherbals.com/online-apothecary/
Colleen Emery, Cl.H, RHT (BCHA) is seeing clients onsite and online or via 
phone. New clients are welcome.
All classes and programs are hosted onsite and online.

Mama Sita’s
Open for dine-in, take-out, delivery & Outdoor seating. Sun 8 am-7 pm, Mon 8 
am-3 pm Tues 8 am - 7 pm Wed-Sat 8 am - 8 pm.
Phone or come in. 250-226-7070.

Gaia Tree Whole Foods
New hours: Mon-Sat 9 am-6 pm; Sun 10 am-4 pm
Email to order for pick-up: gaiatreewholefoods@gmail.com  250-226-7255

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

Kaslo’s potential as a high-
tech centre got a big boost earlier 
this month with the announcement 
of nearly $1 million to finance 
renovations to the Kemball building. 

“We’re really happy,” says Dan 
Nesbitt from the Kootenay Lake 
Innovation Centre (KLIC) of the 
$979,000 Community Economic 
Recovery Infrastructure Program 
grant. “It’ll be easier for us to go to 
partners on the basis of this grant 
and say ‘the building has a future, 
and the programs hosted there have 
a future because the building does.’ 
That really helps.”

The money will go to the 
building owner, the Village of 
Kaslo, to spend on much-needed 
renovations and improvements to 

Million-dollar grant boosts Kaslo’s Kemball building fortunes
the Kemball building. The historic 
courthouse has housed KLIC for 
several years. But the idea of creating 
a modern, innovative business co-
working space that would attract 
high-tech customers to the village 
has floundered on the reality of 
working in a building constructed the 
year before the Titanic sank. 

Nesbitt says the building is 
showing its age with unreliable 
heat, drafty windows, structural 
concerns, shabby interior, and lack 
of accessibility.

“It hasn’t had upgrades in quite 
some time,” says Nesbitt, who helped 
write the successful application to 
CERIP, a post-COVID recovery fund 
set up by the Province during the 
pandemic. “The heating system in the 
depth of winter doesn’t sometimes 
keep up, and the air conditioning 

in summer doesn’t really work that 
well. So we have heating/cooling 
issues, and in general it’s a little bit 
shabby and needs some love inside.

“So it’s nice to be able to stabilize 
the building infrastructure with this, 
and to have a plan to go forward 
with it.”

The Village said the grant would 
enable it to move ahead with much-
needed renovations on an “amazing” 
community asset. 

“We are so happy and can’t 
wait to see this important heritage 
building become revitalized,” said 
Kaslo Mayor Suzan Hewat. “The 
Village bought the Kemball to 
ensure its preservation, but it’s been a 
struggle to keep it up. Now we know 
its future is bright, as is Kaslo’s.” 

The Kootenay Lake Innovation 
Centre has been working to take 

advantage of the community-owned 
high-speed fibre-optic network 
locals have built in Kaslo. The 
village and surrounding area are 
served by a network of fibre-optic 
cables operated by the Kaslo infoNet 
Society (“KiN”), that terminates 
in the basement of the Kemball. 
There, a server cluster offering cloud 
storage is connected to a fibre-optic 
backbone running under Kootenay 
Lake and connecting with the rest 
of the world.

The Village’s COVID Recovery 
Committee identified the Kemball as 
a source of economic development 
through the Innovation Centre, but 
it took a last-minute application 
to the CERIP program by the BC 
Rural Development Centre’s former 
communications director Randy 
Morse to get the ball rolling (see 

‘Kaslo council hears last-minute 
pitch for Kemball Memorial Centre 
grant,’ Valley Voice, November 26, 
2020).

“The BC Rural Centre is pleased 
to have been able to help the Village 
in accessing this new infrastructure 
funding and looks forward to 
continuing to assist the Village,” said 
Gordon Borgstrom, former Executive 
Director of the BC Rural Centre. 
“Projects like this can help stimulate 
and accelerate new economic growth 
and diversification opportunities in 
small rural communities.” 

The Village will manage the 
renovation work and the grant 
monies. They’ll likely hire an 
architect and scope out the project 
before sending it out to tender. The 
work is expected to take a couple of 
years to complete.
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• Fresh Meat Cut Daily
• Fresh & Frozen Seafood
• Freezer Packs
• Deli Sandwiches to go
• Awesome Cheese Selection
• Fresh & Smoked Sausage
• Smoked Salmon
• Awesome Beef Jerky
• Custom Cutting
• Weekly Instore Specials

Lost Kootenays book is back in-stock, 
along with Michael Cone’s new book 
about ferries, Connecting the Kootenays. 

Open Monday through Saturday.

Since 1986

250.353.2566
408 Front Street, Kaslo, BC  
www.figmentscanada.com

Since 1986

By John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

Council’s  public meeting 
began an hour later than usual, as 
councillors held an in camera session 
with the auditor about the state of the 
municipality’s finances. No mention 
was made of the auditor’s report 
when council returned to public 
session.
All that Jazz Festival

Council passed more than a 
dozen motions to facilitate the Jazz 
Fest. 

While council cleared most 
of the path for the festival to take 
place, a few items were deferred. 
Council won’t talk about the idea of 
a three-year lease of the park space 
until they see how this year’s event 
transpires; it wants more information 

Kaslo council, April 12: Jazz fest and horn blasts
before it approves a liquor licence for 
the event; the boat ramp, which the 
festival wanted closed, will remain 
open for public safety reasons; it 
won’t be granted exclusive rights 
to parking on the old Esso lands 
downtown; approval of toilet rentals 
has to wait until an overall camping 
plan is submitted.

All the licences, permits and 
permissions will cost the festival 
around $5,000, so far. More charges 
may be added as plans firm up.
Ice edger for the arena

The board that oversees the Kaslo 
Arena has found another use for a 
charitable donation it received last 
year. A new gas-powered ice edger 
will be purchased with funds from 
the Murray Pearson donation to the 
arena reserve fund.

Pearson, who died in 2020, spent 
a lifetime promoting sports and 
recreation, and left a bequest for use 
at the arena.

About $4,535 will be withdrawn 
from the arena reserve, where his 
donation is kept, for the ice edger, 
once the board also receives the 
approval of Area D Director Aimee 
Watson. The RDCK co-funds the 
arena.

That’s the second big purchase 
made with Pearson’s gift. A new 
scoreboard is also on its way to the 
arena thanks to his generosity.
Questioning CSLAC

A motion to allow another Village 
to leave a committee of the Regional 
District of Central Kootenay had 
Kaslo councillors wondering if they 

shouldn’t follow suit.
The Village of Salmo wants to 

leave the Community Sustainable 
Living Advisory Committee, a group 
that develops policy and programs 
for the regional government. Salmo’s 
mayor said they don’t think Salmo is 
getting value for its money. Area K 
has also applied to leave the service 
(see ‘Value of RDCK sustainability 
service questioned,’ Valley Voice, 
March 10, 2022). All participants 
of the service have to approve the 
request to leave the committee, as it 
impacts them all financially.

It didn’t take long for Kaslo 
councillors to think about joining 
the exodus. After supporting Salmo’s 
decision in a formal vote, Councillor 
Henry Van Mill pointed out that left 
Kaslo and Silverton the sole Villages 
still on the committee.

“I can’t see the value in this,” he 
said after the vote. “With the costs 
going up these days, do we need 
it? I see no benefit, so I would like 
to make a recommendation we also 
withdraw.” 

But Mayor Hewat was having 
none of that. 

“I think in all fairness council 
needs to have a presentation from 
staff in order to make an informed 
decision,” she said. “And if after 
you hear the presentation, that is the 
choice of council, then certainly.”

A motion was made to have 
RDCK staff come to council to talk 
about CSLAC and what it does – 
though it’s not on council’s front 
burner. 

“We don’t know when that could 
be. It could be a little while,” noted 
Hewat.

The Village provides about 
$5,800 annually for the CSLAC 
service.
Playing ball, with 
insurance

Kids will be heading out to the 
diamond this spring, thanks to the 
Village cutting a deal to get the local 
baseball association on the municipal 
insurance plan.

The Kaslo Baseball & Softball 
Association has been delivering 
youth and adult programming in 
Murray Pearson Ball Park for some 
time, but is facing “a tight insurance 
market” with few affordable options 
available, a report from staff to 
council said.

However,  as an associate 
member of the Municipal Insurance 
Association of BC, the Village can 
get the KBSA under their insurance 
coverage at a much lower cost. 

The arrangement will be for one 
year, and if it works for all involved, 
“the agreement can be revised for a 
perpetual term,” says the report. The 
baseball group will be responsible 
for the cost of all premiums and 
deductibles.

Also in the service agreement 
council signed is a provision to 
let the association use the Murray 
Pearson Ball Park four days a week 
without paying the regular rental fee. 
However, fees will still apply for 
tournaments involving out-of-town 
teams.
Have your say on 
summer patios

The Village’s corporate officer 
will be tasked with collecting 
public input to two liquor licence 
applications coming up for approval.

The Angry Hen and Kaslo Hotel 
have submitted applications to the 
provincial Liquor and Cannabis 
Regulation Branch (LCRB) for 
permanent expansions of their 
licensed facilities and the applications 
have been referred to the Village for 
comment. 

Corporate Officer Catherine 
Allaway will collect information 
from the public over the next few 
weeks. Her report will come to 
the May 24 meeting of council for 
review, then sent to the LCRB on 
behalf of the Village.
Front Street Park stage 
ramp 

The new stage at Front Street 
Park has to be made accessible. 
With construction of the structure 
almost complete, the Village has to 
ensure everyone can have access to 
the facility. Blackburn Construction 
and Arcright Plumbing & Heating 
will be given $22,000 to build a ramp 
and railing at the rear of the structure. 

D e s p i t e  t h e  l a s t - m i n u t e 
adjustment to the design, the project 
remains under budget, having spent 
$381,264 of the $580,841 estimate. 
There’s still the perimeter and fencing 
to be built.
Noise pollution from 
paddlewheeler?

For many residents and visitors 
to Kaslo, the daily sounding of the 
horn of the SS Moyie harkens back 
to the days of paddlewheelers and 
prospectors a century ago. But not 
for Maureen and Doug Broadfoot, 
a couple who retired to the village 
three years ago.

“Over the years it has had a 
negative impact on the enjoyment of 
our property in a tranquil lake setting, 
especially with increased tourism 
in Kaslo,” they wrote in a letter to 
council.

“We routinely witness many 
startled tourists who are not expecting 
to hear such a loud noise in this 
environment, including my elderly 
sister who tripped off the sidewalk 
and injured her ankle.”

The couple noted the daily 
whistle violates the town’s own noise 
bylaw, which staff acknowledged in 
a report. 

“Bylaw 1079 prohibits, in general 
terms, noise that is liable to disturb the 
quiet, peace, rest, enjoyment, comfort 
or convenience of individuals or 
the public,” says a report. “Several 
exemptions exist but none clearly 
apply to the horn of the SS Moyie.”

Though this was the first 
complaint staff could find, council 
has to follow its own bylaws. Staff 
said council could either order the 
horn silenced, or amend the bylaw to 
allow the daily sounding. They voted 
to have staff amend the bylaw.
Council interacts with art

A beautiful sculpture of an owl 
will soon adorn Legacy Park in 
the village. Council approved a 
recommendation by the Village’s 
Parks, Trails and Public Art 
Committee to rent the work called 
‘Interaction’ by Castlegar sculptor 
Lynn Van Pelt later this year.

Her work will replace ‘White 
Sturgeon’ by Kevin Kratz, which is 
currently installed in the park.

Both pieces were entrants into the 
Castlegar Sculpturewalk, an annual 
event that attracts sculptors from 
around the world. 
Firesmart work

More work will be done this 
spring and summer creating fire 
breaks around the village to protect 
from wildfires.

The Village has contracted with 
West Arm Silviculture to do $61,000 
of clearing in three specific areas 
around the village’s perimeter.

“Funding has now been received 
through the UBCM Community 
Resiliency Investment (CRI) 
Program to complete this work,” 
said a staff report, noting that the 
grant covers 100% of the cost. 

The work this summer will finish 
off a clearing program begun last year.
New trailhead

Council approved a plan to create 
a new trailhead for the True Blue Trail 
near the airport. The Kaslo Outdoor 
Recreation and Trails Society 
(KORTS) will relocate the trailhead 
at the western end of the airstrip. 

“The decision to move the 
trailhead is being considered because 
of concerns that its current location 
could have negative impacts on 
private drinking water sources,” says 
a staff report. “The proposed siting 
mitigates these risks and has been 
reviewed by staff.”

The work performed by KORTS 
is done at no cost to the Village, 
beyond annual insurance premiums of 
$250, although the organization does 
sometimes receive municipal grants.

The report also said that additional 
snow plowing for improved winter 
access would be required, but it 
won’t be part of the Village’s priority 
clearing sites. 
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HAVE YOU THOUGHT 
ABOUT FOSTERING A 

PET IN NEED?
You may not realize that PALS in Nakusp does 
not have an actual building for the animals 
in our care. We rely on members of our 
communities to open their homes to temporarily 
take care of the pets we rescue. Your reward 
is the companionship and love from an animal 
in need. For more information, phone PALS at 
250-265-3792. PALS NEEDS YOU!!!  

WEEKLY SPONSOR:

Nakusp
(250) 265-3635 www.selkirkrealty.com

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

Council has given the go-ahead 
for a group to raise funds for a statue 
of a bird that won the town’s heart. 
Council gave approval in principle 
to the Public Art Committee to move 
forward with a statue of Tina the 
Turkey.

Tina, a wild turkey that hung 
around the village for most of the 
pandemic, was killed by a car earlier 
this year. Local resident Sharon 
Starrat has been spearheading the 
initiative to commemorate the bird.

“The [Public Art] Committee 
would like to see the village accept 
this piece of art and that it be 
accepted as public art and displayed 
prominently in the community,” 
says a report from staff, which 
recommended council endorse the 
idea. However, council is reserving 
a decision on siting of the statue, 
and want a look at the design before 
giving final approval.
Signs encroach public 
space 

A plan to convert a building on 
Broadway to strata has come across 
an unexpected problem – one that 
could affect several other businesses 
in the downtown.

Council has granted Shon and 
Janis Neufeld an easement for their 
property because of the sign – and 
antique bikes – that hang from the 
front of their building.

“Although this is a common 
practice throughout the village, in the 
view of the law, this is considered an 
encroachment over Village property,” 
says a report to council. Since all 
applicable bylaws have to be adhered 
to before a strata agreement could 
go ahead, Shon’s decorations had to 
be made compliant by granting an 
easement.

The problem was pointed out by 
the surveyor doing measurements for 
the strata process. And staff say while 
it’s an easement of about 14 square 
metres of sidewalk, it doesn’t limit 
the public’s use of the same area.

“The purpose of the easement 
is to convey non-exclusive rights to 
the owners of the property to allow 
for repairs and replacement of siding 
and fixtures over the sidewalk,” the 
report says. “The easement will not 
prohibit the public from using the 
sidewalk freely, or the Village from 
maintaining or replacing Village 
infrastructure as needed.”

The easement will remain on the 
title of the property indefinitely. The 
property owners have to carry $5 
million in liability insurance, as well. 
Council approved the easement, and 
since it was considered a ‘formality,’ 
the Neufelds were only charged $10 
for the decision.

However, the easement “will 
raise questions about all of the other 
properties along Broadway Street that 
encroach over Village sidewalks with 
signs and awnings,” staff note.

They suggest managing the issue 
on a case-by-case basis for now, for 
instance when new signs are going up 
or properties are surveyed.

“The purpose for addressing 

Nakusp council, April 11: Tina statue gets approval to proceed
encroachments is to ensure that 
property owners include the Village 
as an additionally insured party on 
their insurance policies in the event 
the overhanging fixtures cause a 
hazard to sidewalk and street users,” 
notes the staff report.

While it granted the easement 
to the Neufelds, the final decision 
to approve the strata plan was 
postponed. In reviewing the plans, 
council wanted assurance that all fire 
separations were properly rated as per 
BC Building Code.

Once approved, 409 Broadway, 
which served as a bike shop and hostel 
for several years, will be separated 
into four strata – one continuing the 
main floor commercial space and the 
bedrooms upstairs converted to three 
separate apartments.
Operating/capital budget 
2022

Taxpayers in Nakusp will see a 
small increase to their tax bill this 
year, as council gave final approval 
to its tweaked 2022 financial plans. 

Council initially approved a 3.5% 
budget increase in January. Since 
then, staff have refined the figures, 
but the budgets council approved 
have the same increase.

In all, council will spend a little 
over $5.55 million in fiscal 2022, 
with $3.4 million of that going to 
general operating expenses. Water, 
sewer and the hot springs comprise 
the rest of the budget.

Changes from the January budget 
include an extra $25,000 in revenues 
from the hot springs, as business is 
expected to be robust in 2022. A new 
wildfire mitigation and FireSmart 
coordinator position is also included 
in the budget, though this is fully paid 
for by outside grants. Non-profits in 
town will also get an extra $50,000 
to do work under the COVID-19 Safe 
Restart program. 

Council also reviewed and 
gave initial approval to the capital 
budget for 2022 back in January. And 
like the operating budget, there’ve 
been several changes made since. 
The revised capital budget totals 
$3,130,100.

Among the changes are an 
increase from $700,000 to $869,000 
for Downtown Revitalization, after 
council decided to replace the section 
of the Powell Creek culvert under 
Broadway Street at the same time. 
That increase will be covered by a 
grant from Columbia Basin Trust.

Both the capital and operating 
budgets will be wrapped up into a 
budget bylaw to be passed in the next 
few weeks, then sent to the Province 
for approval.
Council bites bullet 

Last month we reported on a 
decision council had to make on the 
Downtown Revitalization project, 
the multi-year initiative to spruce up 
Broadway. 

Council had to decide to add a 
$93,000 culvert to the work being 
done this summer. Doing it now 
would be cheaper and more efficient; 
however, local taxpayers would have 
to foot the bill. If they wanted to 
wait and maybe get a grant to do the 

installation, they’d have to rip up the 
road twice.

At its April 11 meeting, council 
approved putting up the money itself 
for the culvert project. The money 
will come from the Community 
Works Fund (gas tax) reserve.

As for the rest of the Powell 
Creek culvert project, the Village 
hopes to get grant money to allow it 
to begin work next year.
Reservoir shelved

Rising costs and diminishing 
benefits have resulted in a major 
capital project being put on hold. 
Village staff have decided to shelve 
the planned construction of a 
200,000-gallon water storage tank 
in the community.

Water system consultants had 
recommended the Village build a new 
tank to help buffer the community in 
case of water shortages. 

The project was included in this 
year’s capital plan, and $26,000 had 
been spent on preliminary plans and 
design.

But recent developments soured 
the project. Engineers cut the size of 
the reservoir by 1/5 to compensate 
for snow loading; the price of the 
tank doubled because of inflationary 
pressures; and the cost of earthworks 
needed also had to be revised up 
because of rising gas prices.

Ultimately, staff figured it wasn’t 
worth the extra cost right now.

“Staff is confident that this 
project is not currently needed and 
the funds are better used on projects 

with superior returns,” says a report. 
“The closing of the project still leaves 
the Village with information on the 
requirements of the proposed site if a 
future reservoir were to make sense; 
however, staff is confident such a 
project will not be required for many 
years into the future, if at all.”

Money set aside for the project – 
about $228,000 – has been returned 
to reserves.
Selling property

No one will be buying any 
publicly-owned land in the village 
for a while. The Village received two 
unsolicited inquiries as to whether 
a lot at 161 Upper Brouse Rd was 
for sale – one adding an offer of 
$100,000 for the property. 

The one-acre parcel of land is 
fully treed and has Brouse Creek 
running through it.

The Village has no plans for the 
land at all and “due to its geography, 
may be challenging to utilize,” staff 
say. 

With so many issues they’re 
dealing with, council decided not 
to add the job of getting a market 
assessment and selling a property 
to the list. They simply decided that 
council is not interested in selling any 
land it owns at this time.
Campground manager 
hired

The Village has awarded the 
municipal campground contract. 
Tracy Brown will manage the 
Village-owned facility for the 2022 
season.

It took two rounds of tendering 
to get the kind of bid the Village was 
looking for in the contract, says a 
report to council.

The contract includes the Village 
paying for campground expenditures, 
with the contractor receiving 50% of 
the revenues. The contract will run 
from May 1 to September 30, with an 
option to extend that to Thanksgiving. 

“The contract fees are on par 
with what was budgeted for the 
campground contractor payments for 
the 2022 season and should not have 
any significant impact on the budget,” 
says the staff report. 
Council to be televised

After several years of holding 
council in temporary facilities, 
Village leadership is moving home 
for its meetings.

Council decided to move back to 
the Village Office Council Chambers 
for its next meeting, April 25. 

Council initially shifted over to 
the Emergency Services Building 
after accessibility issues were raised 
about council meetings, which took 
place on the second floor of the Village 
office. During COVID, the meetings 
were moved to the recreation complex 
to provide more space.

Council chambers are still not 
accessible for people with mobility 
issues, but thanks to modern 
technology, the meetings will be 
broadcast via Zoom. The public 
will be able to watch the meetings 
remotely and participate in public 
question period.

submitted
Way back in the spring of 2020, 

Valemount novelist (and former 
Edgewood resident) Maureen 
Brownlee applied to the Columbia 
Kootenay Cultural Alliance for a 
touring grant for a novel expected 
out in the fall of 2020. So much for 
those plans.

Fast forward to April 2022 and 
Brownlee’s novel, Cambium Blue, is 
now in bookstores and her CKCA-
funded Columbia Basin tour is back 
on. It arrives at the Kaslo Public 
Library on Thursday, May 5 where 
she will be hosted by local writer, 

East Kootenay novelist on tour connects with West Kootenay authors
Keith Liggett, and on Friday, May 6 
at the Nakusp Public Library, where 
she will be reading and chatting with 
Nakusp author, Barbara McPherson.

Teaming with local writers is a 
key component of Brownlee’s tour.

“I built it into my application,” 
she explained, “because, honestly, 
I thought that meeting more of the 
funding criteria would improve my 
chances for a grant. I had no idea 
how much fun it was going to turn 
out to be. And, several basin authors 
also have new books either just out 
or anticipated so it’s been a good 
opportunity for all of us.”

Brownlee hopes local readers 
and writers will enjoy the format. “I 
always say that the only thing better 
than writing is talking about writing,” 
she quipped. “We’re going to read a 
bit, and chat a bit, and then we’ll open 
it up for questions about the books or 
writing or publishing. I hope it will be 
an entertaining and interesting literary 
evening for everyone.”

In addition to the evening events 
(6:30 pm at the Kaslo/Nakusp library) 
Brownlee is leading a mini-workshop 
for writers from 1 to 4 pm (contact the 
Kaslo or Nakusp library to register). 
Both events are free.

Valemount novelist (and former Edgewood resident) Maureen Brownlee.
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a voluntary subscription
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New Spring Hours:
Tuesday – Saturday
11:00 am - 4:00 pm

Main Street, New Denver 
www.RavensNestBC.com

HOURS
9 AM - 9 PM

Open Thurs - SunOpen Thurs - Sun

Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area. 
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

New Market Foods
518 6th Ave • New Denver
250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290

email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm
Certified by the Province of BC to test drinking water
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Bill Lander 
REALTOR®
 
250-551-5652
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I show all my listings!
 Serving the Slocan Valley for the 

16th year.
Offices in Nakusp, Nelson & Kaslo 

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

H. A. Benson Inc.
Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0

Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

• All Organic Produce
• All Organic Grains

– Bulk Ordering –

Community Discount Day:
Last Friday of  the month

Mon-Sat 9-6
Sunday 10-4

Downtown Winlaw • 250-226-7255

Gaia Tree Whole Foods
Community Market

BIG DOG MUSICBIG DOG MUSIC
• Guitars and Accessories • Musical 
Instruments • Vintage Vinyl Records • New 
Vinyl Records • Stereo Equipment - Turntables

421 6th Ave, New Denver
250-307-0163

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $20.00 
+ GST NEW HOURS

MON-FRI 8 A.M. - 2 P.M.

Evergreen 
Dental Hygiene
Booking appointments

250-265-0387

CLASSIFIED ADS

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

MUSIC LESSONS

Local, organic 
homemade food
509 Harold Street

Slocan, BC, V0G 2C0
250-355-2433

Tues- Sat 8 am - 4 pm

ACCOUNTING 
FOR YOU 

Need to manage your GST, PST, 
MRDT, Worksafe BC, & Wage 
Deduction remittances? 

We provide timely processing 
of your Payroll, A/Ps, A/Rs, and 
Financial Statements 

Sharie Merrifield 
25 years experience 
Email: sha01@telus.net 
(That is a zero, not an ‘0’) 
Tel: (250) 358-6806

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

COMING EVENTS

HELP WANTEDFOR SALE

HEALTH

FOR RENT

as long or as little as you need us. We have 
absolutely loved our life as newspaper 
people! Give us a call at 1-833-501-1700 for 
a chat, or email valleyvoice@valleyvoice.
ca. Yours, Dan & Jan.

ELDER ABUSE PREVENTION 
- Drop in at the Resource Centre on 
Wednesdays, 12-2 pm, 719 Vernon 
Street, Nelson (Nelson & District Seniors 
Coordinating Society). 250-352-6008, 
NelsonElderAbusePrevention@gmail.com, 
www.nelsonelderabuseprevention.ca 
SQUARE DANCING is on at the Bosun 
Hall for Saturday, May 14 from 6:30 to 
9 pm. Ages 13 and up - no experience 
necessary. Admission is by donation. Bring 
a water bottle. Covid protocols for that date 
will apply.
YARD & YARDAGE! Outdoor market at 
the Slocan Valley Threads Guild, Sunday, 
April 24 from 10 to 2. Fabric, yarn, 
notions, craft supplies, sweets, savouries 
and PERENNIALS at reasonable prices. 
Come to Perry’s Siding at Highway 6. No 
dogs please.
HIKE FOR HOSPICE: May 1, 2022, 
10 am-2 pm. Register at hospital heli-pad. 

Pledge forms will be available at local 
businesses. Music, fun, entertainment and a 
Grad Hot Dog Stop. Walk-, Bike-, Stroller-, 
Electric Scooter-friendly.
READY, SET, LEARN at Lucerne School 
in New Denver! A free pre-Kindergarten 
program for parents and preschoolers (ages 
3 to 5). Home-based learners are invited. 
The special theme this year is birds - their 
nests, songs, and eggs. Also included is 
literacy, numeracy, fine motor skills, stories, 
music and more. Join Lila from 1:00 to 3:00 
pm, Friday, April 22, April 29 and May 6. 
Location: Lucerne School in the Preschool/
Strong Start room. To register call Lila 
at 250-358-7766. Sponsored by SD10 & 
Ministry of Education.
MOTHER’S DAY BRUNCH at the 
Vallican Whole Community Centre! Sunday 
May 8. Two seatings - 11:00 am and 12:30 
pm. Donation of $15-$20 per plate. Music 
by the Shifting Winds, fine clothing sale, 
Whole T-shirt sale & 50/50 draws. Book 
your seats at info@vallicanwhole.com.
NOTICE OF AGM FOR KASLO TO 
SANDON RAILS TO TRAILS SOCIETY 
(aka Wagon Road): Thursday April 28, 7 
pm. This event will be hosted on the main 

floor of the Kemball Centre in Kaslo - 312 
Fourth Street. All are welcome, please 
RSVP. Contact Dustin East, 250-505-8159 
for more information and email dustin.
east@gmail.com to receive a livestream 
link.
SLOCAN LIBRARY Annual General 
Meeting will be held on Wednesday, April 
27 at 7:00 pm via Zoom.
ADULT STRINGS MUSIC CAMPS in 
Nelson: Visit Mountainsidechambermusic.
com for details. Cello Focus June 10-12 and 
chamber strings July 11-15. Early Bird rates 
extended to Friday, April 22. Contact Sue 
at 250-777-1704.

PRIME RETAIL/COMMERCIAL 
SPACE available for lease on Broadway 
in Nakusp. 500 to 2000 sq/ft. C-1, core 
commercial. 92 W Broadway St. 250-
265-1568.

AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING 
CONTAINERS 20 ft. and 40 ft. sizes. 
Kootenay Containers Sales & Rentals, 
Castlegar. 250-365-3014. 
WATKINS PRODUCTS,  HAND 
CRAFTS – Bertha Williams, #11 – 217 

Zacks Rd. 250-265-9080.
KIDS CLOTHES BY DONATION! 
Come shop for gently used kids clothes, 
footwear etc., on a pay-what-you-can 
donation system. Open on Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays & Saturdays 11 am-3 pm at 
222 Lake Ave., Silverton. Contact us at 
info@kootskids.ca or ‘Koots Kids Clothing 
Store’ on Facebook.

SHADE TREE MASSAGE THERAPY 
now welcoming new and returning clients 
for therapeutic and relaxation treatments. 
Clean, quiet, professional office located 
in Winlaw. Jessica Coonen RMT 250 
226-6887 shadetreemassagetherapy@
fastmail.com
FREE INTRODUCTORY REIKI 
EVENING with Holly Biggar April 28. 
FIRST DEGREE REIKI CLASS, April 
28 - May 1. Call 250-358-7759.

CLEANER and PERSONAL SUPPORT 
WORKER wanted for the New Denver-
Slocan area. Both jobs are part-time. $19 
to start plus applicable mileage, depending 
on experience. Will train. employment@
spectrumcares.ca.

BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award-
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza. 
250-353-2282.

COVID CARE ALLIANCE:  This 
alliance of independent Canadian doctors, 
scientists and health care practitioners is 
committed to providing top-quality and 
balanced evidence-based information to the 
Canadian public about COVID-19 so that 
hospitalizations can be reduced, lives saved, 
and our country safely restored as quickly as 
possible. www.canadiancovidcarealliance.
org.

THE VALLEY VOICE IS FOR SALE! 
What an amazing opportunity to live your 
dream and own your own business. Become 
the proud owner of the Valley Voice and 
a quaint building on the main street of 
New Denver. The newspaper business 
can provide a modest living for you and 
your family, and wonderful community 
connections. If you are so inclined, we 
would love to show you the ropes and stay 
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An angel in disguise
Sometimes unseen, something untouched
Something unknown, something special
And an angel in disguise
You could light up a room
Your smile could brighten the darkest of 
days
Your voice filled with love
Eyes that could make one’s troubles go 
away
An angel is disguise
Walking this earth as a person
Bringing happiness to those you knew
Giving complete love, blessing the lives 
of so many
An angel in disguise
Here in disguise, your job is complete
It was time to return home
No longer an angel in disguise
You are now an angel with wings
Forever loved
Forever our son, brother, father, grandson
Forever our angel
-Love and miss you so much every day,
Mom and Dad, Amanda, Trever and 
Meagan, Brad, Kayleigh and all the families

WANTED

REAL ESTATE

COMMUNITY
IN MEMORIAM

NOTICES

SERVICES

coming eventsL e m o n  C r e e k 
Lodge & Campground

Year-round facility
1-877-970-8090

EDUCATION

RECYCLING

TUES

Alongside Mountainberry

      250-358-7199

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $20.00 
+ GST

STEEL TOE JOE’S
Automotive Repair

Joe Shaw
Owner & Journeyman Technician

3804 Pine Rd. Krestova, BC

778.454.0180
stjautomotive@gmail.com

Bikes, Skis, 
Snowshoes

Sales and 
Maintenance

Call Shon
250-265-3332

shonsbs@gmail.com

HAIR

358-7769

AVA’S  
Hair Studio

303-6th Avenue (Main St.), New Denver

Tuesday THRU Friday 
– By Appointment –

SUPPORT FOR 
YOUR SPIRIT
Bi-weekly book study, bi-
weekly services, Tuesday 
8 am meditation, monthly 

Contemplative in the Kootenays
For information & links, contact 

descamp@heartsrest.com
Turner Zion United Church of 
Canada is alive and welcomes 

you online—and in person.

GIFTS

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

ADVERTISING
Hand & Soul 
Wellness Centre

202 Lake Avenue, Silverton
CHIROPRACTOR: Dr. Larry Zaleski

Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care
Offices in Silverton, Winlaw & Nakusp 250-358-2177

COUNSELLOR: Sue Mistretta, M.A. 
Over 20 years counselling experience supporting 

clients experiencing stress, anxiety, grief and other  
life changes. In person and Secure Video sessions. 
Now offering somatic therapy. Offices in Silverton 

and Nelson.  250-777-1704
Visit www.handandsoul.ca

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $20.00 
+ GST

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $20.00 
+ GST

Next Valley Voice 
Deadline: 
March 4,

2022

PETS

HELP WANTED
65-YEAR-OLD disabled male looking for 
home support in Silverton. 250-358-2756.
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
needed part-time for local financial firm. 
The successful applicant will be positive, 
detail-oriented, an effective communicator, 
and willing to learn. Own computer 
required. You can work from home. 
Training provided. To apply, email noah@
richlundy.com.
GARDENING HELP WANTED – 
Experienced senior gardener needs 
enthusiastic, knowledgeable gardening 
help, starting now through the season. 
A246929@telus.net or 250-358-2768 
(leave message).

ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS 
a problem in your life? AA, NA and 
ACA (Adult Children of Alcoholics/
Dysfunctional Families), AL-ANON 
(family) meetings can help. For information 
on AA: in New Denver, 250-358-7158; 
Nakusp, 250-265-4216; Kaslo, 250-353-
9617. For NA: New Denver, 250-551-4043. 
For AL-ANON (family): New Denver, 
250-551-6540. For ACA (adult children of 

IN LOVING MEMORY OF BILL 
PATTERSON
We wish that we could see you,
For just a little while.
We wish that we could hug you,
And see your happy smile.
But wishes get us nowhere,
And longing is in vain.
So we will hold you in our hearts
Until we meet again

-Love your family
IN LOVING MEMORY OF RANDY 
EARL DUNCAN

July 12, 1988-April 28, 2011
On this earth as one of us
Living a life as we all do
Hope and dreams for what’s to come

alcoholics): Nakusp, 250-686-0567. Please, 
if you can’t get through, try another number. 
CARPENTER CREEK LAST WISHES 
SOCIETY is a community resource, 
providing step-by-step information 
to assist in making informed choices 
when pre-planning a personalized, 
private funeral. 250-358-7760 www.
carpentercreeklastwishessociety.ca
HAVE YOU OR SOMEONE YOU 
KNOW been sexually assaulted and want 
help? Call the Interior Crisis Line 24/7 at 
1-888-353-CARE to discuss your options or 
go directly to Arrow Lakes Hospital or your 
local emergency room for confidential care.
IS SOMEONE ELSE’S drinking or 
drugging making you miserable? Al-Anon, 
a place of mutual support, understanding 
and growth for family members and 
friends of alcoholics and addicts, is 
meeting in person again. Join us EVERY 
WEDNESDAY evening at 7:30 at the 
Hospital Annex, on Galena Ave just east of 
the Slocan Community Health Centre, New 
Denver. All welcome.

NO SIT! Not your usual dog training class. 
Find the AMAZING in your dog. www.

proudofmydog.ca

NO OBLIGATION free home market 
evaluations. Sarah Rilkoff, 250-509-0006. 
Valhalla Path Realty.

JOURNEYMAN PLUMBER and “B”-
ticket gasfitter for new construction or 
renovation plumbing, water systems/
filtration, septic. 250-777-3588 (Tim); 
www.paradisevalleyplumbing.ca or email: 
schaferspeare@gmail.com.
SATELLITE TV/INTERNET  - 
installation, service & repair: Xplornet, 
Shaw, Telus, Bell, and other systems - home 
& business, audio/video, cell boosters & 
Wi-Fi networks - TJF WORKS - James 
250-505-8392.
LANDSCAPING - Professional - Reliable 
– Experienced. Serving Kaslo and area. 
Call or text Matt 250-353-1053.

LOOKING FOR OLD CARS, trucks, 
Indian and Harley motorbikes and a 
1966-1977 Ford Bronco. Please call 250-
299-9841.
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Jim Pownall 
& Co.

LOG & TIMBER 
FRAME HOMES

Crane Service
New Denver • BC

250-358-2566
jpownall@telus.net

HALL LUMBER 
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat 
10 am to 5 pm

PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd. 

Edgewood, BC

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN 
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Wired by Alex
Electrical Contracting Ltd

Alex Joseph

250-358-7721

Crescent Bay 
Construction Ltd.

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431 
• Email cresbay@telus.net

Leaf Cabinetry
Residential & commercial 

cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC

250.226.7441 
www.leafcabinetry.com

K & A
Kent & Arlene Yardcare Services

Housewatch • Free Estimates
358-2508 • 358-7785 • 505-8210

wyofonoff1@yahoo.ca

MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter 

TimberFrame Homes
 Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall

Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding

Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales

   dave@maddentimber.com
    250 265 1807

Licensed Residential Builder & General Contractor 
Design • Project Management • Building Services 

www.trctimberworks.com

Suite 3, 622 Front St 
Nelson, BC VlL 4B7 

 C: (250)551-6584

Tim Reilly

T: (250) 551-7127
E: joszef@airpost.net

SOLID 
PLAN

DRAFTING AND DESIGN
S. KING, CET

(250) 358-7922
s.king@solid-plan.ca

4619 Hwy 6, New Denver, BC V0G 1S1

Experience the 
WAUVIK touch!

For all your interior 
renovation needs:
-  Complete Drywall 

Services
-  Bathroom Renovations
-  Carpentry and More....
Over 20 yrs Experience
WCB/Licensed/Insured

Vik 250-505-6509
wauvikrenos@gmail.com

Randy 
Speers 
Construction

Construction, timber framing and HRV 
installations • Serving Nakusp & Area

250-265-7313

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription
Only $5-$50 

Send Cheque or Money Order to: Valley Voice, Box 70,  New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0

Even small ads get 
noticed in the 
Valley Voice.

Medical and 
recreational 

cannabis seeds
Outlawseeds.

online

• Specializing in Interior/Exterior 
Painting and Staining

• General House Repair and Maintenance
• Small Renovations and Construction

Please call or email Darcy Feiffer
250-265-7437 arrowlakepainting@gmail.com

Burton

AVIS EXCAVATING
Serving the Slocan Valley

• Excavation • Ditching 
• Water Lines • Land Improvement 

• Sand & Gravel Delivery

p: 250-226-7849
w: avisexcavating.com

Larry Avis: lmavis@telus.net

submitted
Most New Denver residents will 

have seen by now the empty lot where 

There is an empty lot where Recycling was!
the new housing project, being developed 
by the New Denver and Area Housing 
Society (NDAHS), will be constructed. 
This is the lot where the recycling depot 
stood until April 5.

“It makes it so real!” exclaimed Liz 
Poarch, NDAHS treasurer, as she arrived 
to do her recycling that day and found 
an empty lot, with the recycling depot 
now across the street. “We really are 
building a several million-dollar housing 
complex!”

The NDAHS has been waiting a 
long time for this day. “We’ve been 
working on this since 2018,” said Jan 
McMurray, NDAHS president. “We are 
so looking forward to construction!”

The shovels will go into the ground 
this spring. “The date keeps changing but 
it looks like late May or early June at this 
time,” said Kathy Hartman, society vice 
president. “There have been so many 
boxes that needed to be ticked, but we’re 
almost there now.”

The housing project will have a mix 
of studio, one-, two- and three-bedroom 
apartments. Some will be at affordable 
rents and some will be at market rents. 
Some are accessible and some can be 
adapted in the future for persons with 

disabilities. “I am grateful that we can 
at least create 10 units to give residents 
who want to stay here a place to live,” 
said Wendy Harlock, secretary of the 
NDAHS.

The project is funded mostly by 
BC Housing and Canadian Mortgage 
Housing Corporation, but Columbia 
Basin Trust has also invested in the 
building, contributing to the construction 
of rooftop solar panels and installation of 
fibre-optic internet. “The BC Building 
Code rates structures by their energy 
efficiency. Our project is planned to 
meet the Step 4 rating,” explained Keith 
Dewey, NDAHS director. “This is one 
step below a net zero house, and with the 
CBT funding, this will be one of those 
most efficient and connected properties 
in New Denver.”

There will be another ‘open house,’ 
similar to last year’s at the Eldorado 
Square during a Friday Market day, 
where local people can have a look at the 
final plans and preview how the property 
will look once completed. The society is 
always open to suggestions for names for 
the building. 

“We are a long way from accepting 
applications for occupancy, but, keep 
an eye on the website, as we will be 
updating the ‘Progress’ page as the 
project unfolds,” said Dewey.

The society sends a heartfelt thank 
you to individuals and businesses who 
have provided financial support. Some 

of these are the New Denver Community 
Pharmacy, Silverton Building Supplies, 
New Market Foods, the Valley 
Voice, Turner-Zion United Church, 

and Kootenay Savings Community 
Foundation.

For more information: www.ndahs.
org

submitted
Residents of Hills interested in 

working as a wildfire fighter may want 
to take note of a two-day course being 
presented by the Hills Emergency 
Services Society (HESS) with support 
from the Province of BC and the 
Columbia Basin Trust.

Two wildfire response training 
courses will be taught by FireSmart BC 
co-creator Don Mortimer of Fireline 
Consulting and Instruction Ltd. at the 
Hills Community/Fire Hall. The event 
will take place from 8:30 am to 4:30 pm, 
May 14 and 15 (Saturday and Sunday).

The training will provide pre-
registered attendees with S-100 (Basic 
Fire Suppression and Safety) and the 
S-185 (Entrapment Avoidance) courses, 
both of which are prerequisites for anyone 
seeking work in BC as a wildfire fighter. 

HESS will sponsor up to 10 local 
volunteer first responders, with another 
10 spaces available to anyone interested. 
Contact Tyler Bradley (250) 362-7016 or 
Richard Allin (250) 358-2355 to register.
Hills community park fuel 

Wildfire training, community 
prevention project planned for Hills

reduction
Residents of Hills are also invited to 

attend a community information session 
and question/answer period on May 17 by 
the Slocan Integral Forestry Cooperative 
(SIFCO) at the Hills Community/Fire 
Hall starting at 7 pm. 

Objec t ives  a re  to  d i scuss 
recommendations for the Hills area in 
the Area H North Community Wildfire 
Protection Plan, and to describe the 
pending demonstration fuel reduction 
project to be conducted on Hills 
Community Park land this spring/summer. 

A SIFCo crew will treat 2.6 of the 
3.1-hectare Hills Community Park, 
thinning out small conifers, pruning 
branches up to 2.5 metres high, and 
reducing fuel on the forest floor. All 
material suitable for firewood will be 
made available to Hills residents, and 
remaining debris will be burned in small 
piles or chipped. Public before-and-after 
tours of the site will be scheduled. 

Hills residents can find further 
details about these events at the bulletin 
board by the mailboxes.
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by Jan McMurray
Both Rick Nixon and 

Robert George began home 
brewing beer and wine 
early on in their lives. 
Now – many batches of 
beer, wine and still runs 
later – they’ve opened up 
Tonik Distillery in Crescent 
Valley.

“Come on by! It’s a 
great place to hang out after 
your rafting or kayaking 
adventure,” says George.

The distillery offers 
v o d k a s ,  g i n s ,  v o d k a 
sodas, rums, brandies, 
and liqueurs. You can buy 
canned and bottled spirits to 
take away, or sit down in the 
small lounge for drinks and 
pizza. Tonik’s liquors are 
also available at other retail 
outlets in the Kootenays 
and the Okanagan.

S o m e w h a t 
miraculously, the business 
opened in January this 
year. “It’s a terrible idea to 
open a business during a 
pandemic,” said Nixon. “If 
you thought government 
bureaucracy is tough to 
navigate, it’s thrice as hard 
when no one is at their 
offices!”

Nixon started working 
on a business plan to open 

Tonik Distillery opens in Crescent Valley 
a brewery about six years 
ago, and decided instead 
on a distillery when he 
found out about the other 
breweries in the area that 
would be opening ahead 
of him. He approached 
George, who was working 
with Torchlight Brewing 
Co. in Nelson.

“He offered me an 
investment opportunity that 
I thought would be a lot of 
fun!” George said.

Although constrained 
by space, the distillery has 
an impressive variety of 
beverages on the menu. 
Nixon says the equipment 
is fairly simple because of 
the small venue.

“Besides the canning 
machine at the heart of 
the canned vodka/soda 
business, we have a 30-litre 
pilot still that we use to 
make gin, brandy, rum and 
whiskey,” said George.

Nixon adds that some 
liquors are fairly quick to 
make, so they can produce 
them with short notice, 
while others take months.

D u r i n g  t h e  w a r m 
months, the distillery makes 
rum from various types of 
pure cane sugar, including 
Demerara, Golden and 

Mexican raw sugars. In the 
fall, they make brandy from 
locally sourced fruits such 
as grapes and pears. Their 
various kinds of gins can 
be made at any time of year 
from pure grain alcohol and 

natural botanicals.
Nixon was born and 

raised in Edmonton and 
“ended up in Nelson as 
most ski bums do” about 
17 years ago. George was 
raised in the San Francisco 

Bay area and moved to 
Nelson, also 17 years ago, 
so his son could attend the 
Gordon Sargent program 
in Nelson.

“We are stoked to be out 

here at Crescent Valley,” 
Nixon says. “The local 
community has been really 
supportive and patient.”

See the ad on this page 
for more information.



The Valley Voice   April 21, 2022   20 COMMUNITY

ECOSYSTEM ENGINEERS
Globally, beavers are recognized for 
their role in watershed health and as 
agents in climate change adaptation and 
species-at-risk recovery by increasing the 
biodiversity of riparian ecosystems through 
transforming running water into ponds and 
wetlands. They increase stream complexity, 
improve water storage, moderate stream 
temperatures, reduce stream velocities, 
create habitat and reduce flooding. 

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter
Dancing in the streets

The high-profile construction 
of the Slocan City Hotel is nearly 
complete, and the owner is looking 
to celebrate. 

Council has given initial approval 
for John Pettigrew to hold a two-day 
street dance around the hotel June 
17 and 18.

“The live music events will 
not only take place in the Slocan 
City Hotel, but also utilize the 
Legion and an outdoor stage to help 
generate income for the surrounding 
businesses, as well as create a vibrant 
street celebration atmosphere,” 
Pettigrew wrote in his request to 
council. 

He asked for the Village to 
allow the road to be blocked on the 
eastbound lane of Delaney between 
the Legion and hotel, and Harold 
Street just north of Flaca’s. A stage 
would be set up at the intersection. 

All the adjacent businesses and 
residents have written in support of 

Slocan council, April 11: Summer events given initial approval
the project, prompting council to 
approve Pettigrew making a formal 
application for an event. 

Pettigrew said he is applying for 
a temporary liquor permit for inside 
his hotel, but council added the 
proviso there be no public drinking 
spaces outdoors at the event. The 
organizers plan to have security on 
hand to keep traffic clear and prevent 
problems.
… and dancing in the 
park

The village will be alive with 
the sound of music more than once 
this summer.

Council also gave initial approval 
for a day-long family-oriented music 
festival at Expo Park on July 9, 
organized by Tree Hugger Retreats 
and Events and the Saturday Market.

Described as “family-friendly, 
with kid-friendly music in the 
afternoon,” the promoter also asked 
for Giffin Avenue to be blocked 
off for the day between Slocan and 
Hume Streets to allow for food 
vendors to set up their vehicles.

Council approved the initial 
event, providing there be no alcohol 
sales, and the music ends by 10 
pm. However, they decided not to 
allow the closure of Giffin Avenue, 
suggesting there was plenty of room 
for food vendors at the adjacent ball 
diamond.

Organizers are expected to 
consult closely with the Village 
during planning, and were given the 
go-ahead to fill out a Special Events 
application form.
Cannabis cleared 

The local path to allow a 
recreational cannabis dispenser 
in Slocan is now cleared. Village 
council adopted changes to several 
bylaws to allow ‘Weed Be Delighted’ 
to open a retail cannabis store in 
the village’s downtown, likely later 
this year.

Changes had to be made to the 
Village’s fees-and-charges, business 
licence and zoning bylaws to include 
provisions to allow cannabis retail as 
a recognized activity.

With no members of the public 

having raised issues during the 
consultation process, the bylaw 
amendments were given final 
adoption with little comment by 
council.

The local family proposing the 
retail store still has to meet various 
provincial and federal regulations 
before they can open for business.

The vote also ratified another 
amendment to the Fees and Services 
bylaw to allow for non-refundable 
online registration fees.
Other grants

Council also provided cash 
grants for other worthy projects in 
town.

The Wellness Centre will receive 
$950 to improve sound-proofing in 
the facility.

“There are concerns regarding 
privacy and confidentiality of 
patient’s private, personal and 
medical information,” says a report 
to council. “The space is shared by 
multiple practitioners, and there is 
little-to-no sound proofing our sound 
barriers in the clinic.”

The Acupuncture Clinic, which 
made the request, also asked that 
Village Public Works help with the 
installation of the soundproofing 
– about half-a-day’s work, they 
estimate.

The money will come from the 
Community Development Fund.

The folks at the Community 
Garden Project need a picnic table, 
and were hoping the Village had 
one to spare. The Village doesn’t 
have any extras on hand, so council 
agreed to donate money instead. 
They asked the garden folks to do 
some research and come back with 
a purchase proposal. They also 
suggested they check with a local 
store that’s closing, that may have 
a picnic table to donate to a good 
cause.

Council also approved donating 
$4,539 from the Community 
Development Fund to the Legion to 
complete improvements on the upper 
level of the Legion Hall. Work will 
include priming and re-painting the 
walls, installing unfinished shiplap, a 
wooden handrail, and fixing drywall.
Support for Ukraine

Village council dipped its toes 
into international politics at the 
meeting, as the brutal invasion and 
war in Ukraine continues.

Council voted to endorse a letter 
from the Village of New Denver, 
which says in part that “The Village 
of New Denver opposes in the 
strongest of terms Russia’s invasion 
of the Ukraine nation and demands 
the immediate removal of Vladimir 
Putin as Russian leader.”

Council also wrote its own letter 
to the same effect, for forwarding 
to our local provincial and federal 
leaders. The Village will also give 
$1,000 to the Legion’s ongoing 
efforts to raise money for citizens of 
the Ukraine.
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