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by Moe Lyons
A session to gather information on
the potential impacts of the proposed
Zincton resort was hosted by the
Village of Silverton on March 4. More
than 50 people attended in person
at the Silverton Memorial Hall and
another 82 attended online.
“This meeting is part of our due
diligence,” Silverton Mayor Colin
Ferguson said in his opening remarks.
“…We have heard extensively from
Zincton about the scope of the
development. Now Silverton is trying
to ascertain any potential impacts to
local communities from the proposed
development.”
To address concerns about the
proposal that Silverton council
members had heard from local
residents, three speakers were invited:
local grizzly bear biologist Michael
Proctor, Professor Sanjay K Nepal
from University of Waterloo, and local
economist Jonathan Buttle.
First up was Michael Proctor,
PhD, a Kaslo-based independent
research scientist who has been
studying grizzly bears for 27 years.
He is currently the lead Canadian
researcher on the Trans-border Grizzly
Bear Project.
He said the Zincton proposal
area is “right in the middle of some
of the better habitat we have around
here.” It is particularly lush in
huckleberries, a perfect denning
area, and a very important corridor
for a small population of 30 grizzlies
that live nearby to access the Kokanee
Glacier area.
Proctor stressed that grizzly bear
populations are fragmented and
they need connectivity to survive.
When so much work is being done
to “undo the fragmentation,” he
expressed frustration about “fixing
one [fragmented area] and making
another.”
Hibernating bears are particularly
vulnerable, and “disturbance has a
cost” to cub health and mortality,
he said. Even disturbances such as

snowshoeing and skiing can lead to
den abandonment.
“If you really want to manage
wildlife, you’ve got to manage
people,” Proctor says. And despite
the BC government’s guidelines
around grizzlies when considering
these types of projects, he said the
provincial government does not “have
a good record of limiting human
access in our region for the benefit
of grizzly bear habitat. This is not
meant to criticize government, but to
be honestly descriptive.”
“I admit to being skeptical that
the proposed resort, with or without
the proposed ‘summer only’ wildlife
corridor, will actually be able to
minimize extensive human use
and disturbance of these foraging
habitats,” he concluded.
The second speaker was Sanjay K
Nepal, PhD, professor of Geography
and Environmental Management at
the University of Waterloo. Dr. Nepal
has 30 years of experience researching
socio-economic and cultural impacts
of resort development.
“Sleepy towns become resort
towns – it’s a global phenomenon,” he
said. “… Over time, the characteristics
of the town – not only geographically
and economically, but also the
social and cultural characteristics –
completely change.”
He listed some of the “ground
realities” in resort towns, including
high real estate prices, displacement of
long-time local people, and conflicts
between tourists and old-timers.
Resorts in most cases exclude local
communities, he said – they are selfcontained with no linkage to local
economies – and they are driven by
external capital.
What will happen here, Sanjay
said, depends a great deal on “to what
extent local residents have a say.” He
said local communities should be
active partners in planning, and there
should be proactive multistakeholder
collaboration and continuous
engagement with the developers.
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Silverton hosts public meeting on Zincton proposal’s potential impacts to local communities
Growth and development should be
monitored, and affordable housing
policies are key. Planning for an
uncertain future, i.e. the potential loss
of snow due to climate change, is also
advised. He strongly recommended
reaching out to resort communities
in BC and beyond to learn what
strategies worked for them and what
pitfalls they encountered.
Nepal wound up by saying he did
believe that good development was
possible – “development that puts
the interests of local communities in
the centre.”
Keith Liggett, a member of
the Zincton team, asked why the
presentation didn’t focus more on
communities that had successfully
integrated a resort. “Why not talk
about how resorts can go well?” he
asked, naming some examples. “You
are just creating fear.”
Nepal said this was not his
intention, and wanted to make it
clear he is not opposed to resort
development, but he wants to see it
done well.

Mayor Ferguson interjected and
told Liggett that Silverton has taken
a neutral position, and organized the
meeting to learn about the “possible
dangers” of the proposed resort. He
invited Liggett to meet with him after
the meeting.
The final speaker was Jonathan
Buttle, an applied research economist
with the Columbia Basin Rural
Development Institute, and an
instructor in the Business School at
Selkirk College.
He said when he speaks to
people who support the proposal, the
resounding message he hears is “jobs,
jobs, jobs and we need some hope for
the youth in town.” He said although
he agrees with this, and tourism can
bring jobs, he questions the quality and
pay levels associated with these jobs.
Given real estate trends in resort
areas, these jobs “may be setting
people up for a little bit more pain
in the future,” he said. BC Real
Estate Association data shows that in
Invermere and Windermere, 90-95%
of all new housing was sold to out-of-

province buyers, and this was mostly
attributed to the growth of resorts in
those towns. He added that if we are
having difficulty attracting doctors
to the community because of lack
of housing, he can’t imagine what it
would be like for the youth.
“Leakage” is a common issue with
resorts, Buttle said. Investment money
often comes from outside the region
and goes back outside, and structures
such as lifts are manufactured
elsewhere so again the money leaves
the area.
He says evaluation of the project
would greatly benefit from better cost/
benefit analysis, particularly because it
is taking place on vast tracts of public
land, and the value of the land needs
to be reckoned as a benefit. He said
the environmental issues raised by
Proctor’s presentation could also be
brought into a cost/benefit analysis
with the support of an Environment
Canada environmental valuation tool.
This could “spur some creative ways to
work around them or to offset them,”
he said.

On February 26, the Kootenay Freedom Convoy rolled through Kaslo. While the local group BeyondTheDivide (BTD) was not involved in bringing the convoy to Kaslo, the
group stepped forward on very short notice to support the event. Over 200 people were served hamburgers, hot dogs, cake and coffee, and were entertained by speeches
and live music under blue skies and bright sunshine. BTD would like to thank Niko Bekker of Bekker Truck Worx (logistics), Teresa’s Cafe (food prep) and Colby Weinrauch
(Kootenay Freedom Convoy) for all their help in making the event a success. A worldwide freedom rally will take place in Kaslo across from the City Hall on March 19 at noon.
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Report helps residents engage with government on forest practices and watersheds
by Moe Lyons
“Water is the lifeblood of all ecological
communities; it links and maintains all
ecosystems on the planet.”
This is from the Forest Practices
Board’s special report, ‘Forest Practices
and Water: Opportunities for Action,’
released in January. The special report is
intended to be advice to government on
three current initiatives – the creation of
a Watershed Security Strategy and Fund,
modernization of BC’s forestry legislation,
and development of a Climate Preparedness

and Adaptation Strategy.
The FPB presented a webinar about
the report on March 3, hoping to encourage
BC residents to engage with government
on these initiatives – and particularly on
the Watershed Security Strategy, as public
consultation is currently underway until
March 18.
Jennifer Yeow, well known for her
work with the Slocan Valley Streamkeepers,
thinks very highly of the FPB report. “These
folks have given us a well researched
and credible rationale for enhancing
and enforcing laws to protect water and
watersheds. I hope folks use these findings
in their own letters and submissions to
government demanding better forestry
practices and watershed protection. There
is a great opportunity for real public input
here,” she said.
The report’s findings are based on
38 complaint investigations, special
investigations, audits and reports done by
the FPB since 2006. Four salient points
from these documents are detailed in the
special report.
First, the report asserts that the public
does not have adequate opportunity for
meaningful input into forest practices
that affect water. To improve public
involvement, the FPB recommends making
water a core value in forest planning. Forest

planning must consider water at a watershed
scale across all of BC with meaningful
public involvement. Long-term planning
at a landscape level is needed to assess
effects of climate change and develop
adaptation strategies. This should be a legal
requirement in all watersheds, the FPB says.
The second point relates to cumulative
effects of forest practices in most watersheds
in BC. In most watersheds, there is no legal
requirement to consider the cumulative
effects of forest practices on water.
In 2015, the BC Auditor General
concluded that the Province was not
effectively managing for cumulative
effects. In July 2021, a Supreme Court
of BC ruling affirmed these findings, and
found that government decision-makers
lack sufficient authority under the Forest
and Range Practices Act (FRPA) to link
the results of the cumulative effects to their
decision-making.
To address this, the FPB says that
managing cumulative effects of forest
practices on water should be a legal
requirement in all watersheds. Government
could enact legal provisions requiring forest
licensees to manage these cumulative
effects.
The third and most common issue
encountered in the 38 FPB reports is that
current forest practices contribute sediment
into streams. This can be detrimental to
aquatic life. The board’s special report,
‘Access Management and Resource Roads:
2015 Update,’ identifies roads as the cause
of the most significant environmental effects
of natural resource development, including
landslides, siltation of streams and alteration
of natural drainage patterns.
The FPB’s answer? Improve regulation
of forest practices that contribute sediment
to streams. Both government and licensees
should improve sediment management on
all roads, and through all stages in a road’s

life cycle.
The fourth issue is that historical
logging and road construction continue to
negatively affect water. The FPB routinely
observes impacts due to historic practices
that negatively impact some watersheds,
including fish passage, stream channel
functioning condition, and sedimentation.
Of the board’s 38 reports reviewed, 18
of them relate to impacts from historical
practices.

To address this, the FPB recommends a
renewed program of watershed restoration.
Restoration can address impacts from
historical practices such as sediment
from roads that have not been properly
deactivated, fish passage at stream
crossings, stream channel morphology
impacts, and riparian function.
To learn more, and to provide input into
the Watershed Security Strategy and Fund:
https://engage.gov.bc.ca/watershedsecurity.

submitted
There’s a new BC ministry that will
take a load off local MLA and Minister of
Forests Katrine Conroy.
The Ministry of Forests, Lands,
Natural Resources and Rural Development
has been broken into two: the Ministry of
Forests, and the new Ministry of Land,
Water and Resource Stewardship.
Josie Osborne has been appointed
Minister of Land, Water, and Resource
Stewardship and Minister Responsible for
Fisheries. The fisheries, aquaculture and
wild salmon files will be moved under the
new ministry. Fin Donnelly, Parliamentary
Secretary for Fisheries and Aquaculture,
will work with Osborne, while continuing
his collaboration with federal, First Nations
and local governments to protect fish
habitat.
Nathan Cullen replaces Osborne as
Minister of Municipal Affairs.
To support the work of Minister
Conroy to modernize forestry in the
province, MLA Doug Routley has been
named Parliamentary Secretary for Forests.
The new Ministry of Land, Water, and
Resource Stewardship will be responsible
for: developing a path forward with
First Nations to build a co-managed
land and resource management regime
that will ensure BC’s natural resources
are managed effectively now and in the
future; strengthening BC’s commitment
to land-use policy and planning to bring
more certainty to investors, communities
and First Nations by confirming social
choice on the land base through inclusive
processes led by this new ministry;
provincial leadership on water policy and
strategies, including the co-ordination of
government’s source-to-tap strategy to
protect drinking water, Coastal Marine

Strategy, Watershed Security Strategy
and Fund and Wild Salmon Strategy;
development and implementation of a
provincial cumulative effects regime
and the expansion of environmental
stewardship initiatives with First Nations
to better monitor, assess and manage
natural resource values as BC strives for
economic recovery; provincial species
at risk and fish and wildlife ecosystem
management; cross-sector solutioning –
bringing together multi-disciplined teams
from across the natural resource sector to
address key challenges, such as cumulative
effects and permitting and authorizations;
increasing the Province’s capacity to
manage for cumulative effects through
integration of both science-based land,
aquatic, resource and geographic data and
traditional knowledge of First Nations so
evidence-informed policy and decisions
can be made.

New BC Ministry of Land, Water and
Resource Stewardship announced

Correction to
Kootenay Lake
DPA story

The February 24 Valley Voice carried
an article ‘Kootenay Lake planners
recommend 30-metre lakeshore setback’
which contained errors regarding the nature
of the planning work being done around
Kootenay Lake for the creation of an
Environmental Development Permit Area.
The story stated that a 15- or 30-metre
“setback” was being considered where
development would be prohibited. In
fact, the report recommended a 30-metre
Development Permit Area – where you
would not be able to engage in development
without obtaining a permit first (unless
otherwise exempt).
“While it is preferred to avoid
disturbance of riparian areas altogether,
development within them is not prohibited,”
RDCK officials told the Valley Voice. “On
smaller or otherwise constrained sites,
development within a riparian area may
be the only option available.”
The Development Permit ensures any
work done in an area minimizes impact to
the lakeshore.
The article also referred to the areas
studied by planners as “buffer zones”; the
article may have given the impression these
are ‘no-go’ zones for development, which
is not the case.
The article also gives the impression
there were lots less than 1,000 square feet
in size. In fact the report was describing
a situation where a developer would not
be able to develop a 1,000-square-foot
building (or larger) on a lot without
damaging the environmentally protected
area. The parcels themselves are larger than
1,000 square feet.
The Valley Voice apologizes for any
confusion the article may have caused.
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Introduction to Silverton byelection candidates
Two candidates have been
declared for Silverton’s byelection, to
be held April 9, with an advance poll
on March 30. Here’s an introduction
to the two candidates: Brian Mills
and Margaret Scaia.

table. I would like to thank Tanya
Gordon for her excellent hard work
as councillor. I would also like to
thank Margaret Scaia for running
for office and her dedication to
Silverton.
Plan the work; work the plan.

Brian Mills

Margaret Scaia

I feel it’s time for me to get back
into volunteering for the community.
Growing up in Silverton, I was very
lucky to see how vibrant Silverton
can be, with its ball park, beaches,
grocery store, Bobbie’s Boutique,
hardware store, restaurants and hotel
full of life.
I thought the best way to see if
we can get to that point again was to
run for the open councillor position.
Being on council will allow me to
offer the citizens my suggestions for
improving our economy and standard
of living.

My experience within peoplecentred and health-centred
organizations as a nurse and
educator has taught me the values
of tolerance, diversity, collaboration,
inclusion, and service to others. I
hope to be seen as someone who
gets involved, stays informed, works
hard, understands the issues and
debates within the community and
surrounding area, and validates all
views. I hope you will give me the
opportunity to demonstrate these
values and work on your behalf as
an elected councillor in this coming
byelection.

Why do you want to run
for Silverton council?

What do you think is
the most important
issue facing Silverton?

Why do you want to run
for Silverton council?

What skills, qualities,
etc. do you have that
The most important issue facing you feel are pertinent
Silverton is the same issue all nearby to the job? What do you
communities face: the threat of bring to the table?
losing our hospital and school.
We need to attract young working
families to either work from home,
start a new business or choose a
career in healthcare, education, local
area businesses, mining, logging, and
the recreational/tourism sectors.
I see a need for additional seniors’
and rental housing. I am open to all
ideas as to how we can achieve this.
Let’s face it – we need investment.

What skills, qualities,
etc. do you have that
you feel are pertinent
to the job? What do you
bring to the table?

My experience with mine
permitting and mine management
has allowed me to work with all
stakeholders. While I was working
at the Willa Mine, I had good
communication with the local
residents and felt there was a mutual
respect. Very important to keep the
lines of communication open.
I am hard working, honest,
direct and care about the community
that I grew up in, the community
my parents, daughter and my
granddaughter (soon) call home,
and where my friends live. I am not
afraid to put in some elbow grease,
organizing work bees, etc. I am
willing to entertain ideas as to how
we can share some services with
New Denver.
I am hoping to be able to talk
with all Silverton residents about
their concerns and bring them to the

I moved to Silverton for a second
time in 2016 after a long time away.
During that time, I attended the
Selkirk College nursing program,
established a career in nursing and
taught nursing at the University of
Victoria. Throughout my adult life,
I have lived and worked mostly in
small rural towns as a nurse and
taught nursing in small hospitals
and community colleges, but also
in larger centres including Victoria
and Nanaimo. As a result, I have
developed a keen appreciation of
the differences between services
provided for small communities, such
as schools, hospitals, community
buildings, recreation centres, and
public safety, and those taken for
granted in larger centres. To maintain
and raise the quality of life in small
towns such as Silverton, it is essential
to understand and advocate for these
basic but essential services; I believe
I have those skills.

What do you think is
the most important
issue or issues facing
Silverton?

I feel that the most important
issues facing Silverton involve
understanding and balancing diverse
needs and interests against the
realities of economic and human
resources through an open,
transparent, and tolerant governing
style.
While there are always diverse
interests that change over time –

there are always basic services that
every community needs to survive
and thrive. My experience working
in healthcare as a nurse and educator
brings me particularly close to
the topic of stable healthcare and
housing and safe and functioning
public infrastructure. People cannot
stay here and will not move here if
they cannot be confident that they
can access life-saving health services
and find a place to live. The fact that

the New Denver hospital has closed
its emergency ward because nurses
cannot find housing is alarming.
The lack of housing in Silverton
and New Denver has contributed not
only to nurses not being able to find
housing, but is also a serious barrier
for families and individuals already
living here.
Finally, infrastructure such as
roads, sidewalks, bridges, and public
buildings cost money. Maintaining
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this infrastructure requires stable
funding, generally provided through
taxes and grants. To meet basic
Village operating requirements and
plan for and prioritize the anticipated
needs and interests of the community,
I believe we must maintain an open
dialogue with community members
so that they understand how and
why decisions are made and feel that
there is a forum for their input and
involvement.
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OPINION

Turtle Island

This land is Turtle Island – Canada,
the United States of America, North,
South, East, West. 150 kilometres (93
miles) from Argenta, is Turtle Island.
Maybe it is time for the people of Turtle
Island to feel free.
Tija Jansons
Argenta

Be ashamed

Ukrainian civilians are fighting
tanks with rifles and satchels of
ammunition. Meanwhile, a small
minority of Canadians whine about
their personal freedoms and liberties.
Give your heads a collective shake,
people, and be ashamed.
Chris Dawson
Winlaw

Salute to
Richard Caniell

I salute Richard Caniell for his
fine contribution to truth and reality
in his piece in the paper of February
24, page 7.
And shame on Art Joyce and Wulf
Mense for previous letters in this paper
regarding pandemic health measures,
vaccine policies and the trucker convoy
in Ottawa. Regarding COVID-19, both
draw their wisdom from the Rio Times,
as they state themselves in their letters,
a paper controlled by Brazil’s President
Jair Bolsonaro. No need to say more.
Richard Eichenauer
Fauquier

Love, Peace &
Freedom

Three words are used repeatedly
by the People’s Party of Canada and
BeyondTheDivide of Kaslo. They
are love, peace and freedom. I ask the
above groups to consider the following.
By love, you mean helping people
to be as healthy as possible during this
pandemic.
By peace, you mean inviting
people to a community meeting to
engage in respectful dialogue.

By freedom, you mean voting
democratically if a change of leadership
is what you desire.
Carol Cameron
Kaslo

The vertical
descent of
barbary

Hearing and seeing on the news
channels the Russian invasion of
the Ukraine, I am reminded of a
phrase by Ortega y Gasset: “A vertical
descent of barbary into culture.” The
Spanish philosopher used this phrase
in a different context, but it describes
the situation we have presently in
Ukraine. An unprovoked military
force aggressing ‘overnight’ on a
peaceful people with utter contempt
for humanitarian sentiments and ethics
– commanded to do so by a man and
military clique of megalomaniac mind.
Killing people for the sake of enlarging
their territory and resources.
I am fairly certain the Russian
people do not want such a war, and
the blame rests on their overlord
and commander: the might-hungry
Vladimir Putin.
And, of course, the question arises
again: Is every common soldier guilty
for his actions, since he is not defending
himself or his family or his country?
He is just following orders! Just like
the German men in two world wars,
the American men in Korea, Vietnam
and Iraq. Could they have refused en
masse? Whatever the geopolitical,
historical and ethnic-religious facts
may be: it’s a heinous crime to kill for
resources and more land.
Richard Eichenauer
Fauquier

No response

Hello, are you living or dying?
Fingertips on pulse, no direct response
detected.
I note no response by provaccine people to my well-researched
anti-vaccine letter of January 27.
Instead, they have tried eruditely but
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superficially to promote their view by
finding fault with those they feel they
can criticize (as “the angel of darkness
appearing as angel of light”) so they
can’t be called unspiritual but they are
influenced by the wrong use of this
most precious energy. Why do they
not search for “the full knowledge of
good and evil,” which is our sacred
calling here in our physical form – our
duty, our job – to be eligible for being
eventually in the good spirit world
for life and happiness. Well there is a
time and place for all things and it is
not theirs yet. As Jesus says: “Many
are called but few are chosen.” It is a
tough place of learning we are in and it
takes maximum conscientiousness. As
Bob Dylan says: “You have to serve
somebody. It might be the devil or it
might be the Lord, but you have to
serve somebody.”
Garth Hunter
Silverton

My tribe

I want to express my sincere
admiration for Art Joyce in his
‘open letter to BC government.’ It’s
amazing. This is the one and only
truth. And extremely well written and
comprehensive. To my horror, when
I turned the page, OMICRO – er,
Omigod! A vicious letter from Mr.
Caniell, yet again a whole page. And
again, only a mouthpiece. When will
he realize that, first of all, the vaccine
is five years away from adequate testing
(E. West) and that many vaccinated
people get infected, something that this
vaccine is supposed to prevent. Ah, the
power of mainstream media.
I wish we could create a roundtable,
like King Arthur had, and invite
12 of the brightest and illuminated
contributors to the table, like Wulf
Mense, Ellen Chambers, Lisa Ross,
Karin Leja, Edda West, Art Joyce,
Rod Retzlaff, etc. It would be a lively
debate!
The more time goes by, the firmer
my resolve is not to get jabbed. I will
stay strong and healthy, knowing that
I have a whole tribe of like-minded
kinfolk behind me!
G. Stein
Nelson

Dr. Peter
McCullough

Regarding the recent name smear
of Dr. Peter McCullough, some respect
is really due. Dr. McCullough was an
undergraduate at Baylor University
in Texas, finished alpha omega alpha
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at University of Texas Southwestern
Medical School in Dallas, Texas (means
top 5-10% of graduating medical class
in the top 50% of medical schools in
the US), University of Washington in
Seattle, trained in internal medicine
there, did service in a rural health
initiative in northern Michigan, Masters
of Public Health in Epidemiology,
University of Michigan, cardiology
training in clinical cardiology at what
is now Oakland University William
Beaumont School of Medicine, trained
under Dr. William O’Neil, father of
modern interventional cardiology,
staff position at Henry Ford Hospital,
southeast Michigan, program director
there in cardiology, chief of cardiology
at University of Missouri in Kansas
City for a few years, division chief at
William Beaumont Hospital during
its transition to medical school, chief
academic and scientific officer for
St. John Providence Health System,
largest catholic health ministry of the
Ascension Health overall national
network, recruited to Baylor University
Medical Center in Dallas, Texas, as
cardiology program director, vice chair
of medicine, senior associate editor
of American Journal of Cardiology,
longstanding editor in chief of reviews
in Cardiovascular Medicine, published
by Karger, Switzerland, president of
Cardiorenal Society of America, 650
citations in the National Library of
Medicine.
And he was made to look like a
lowdown quack. SHAME.
Angelica Herlihy
Grand Forks

Off-leash dog
park

The off-leash dog park extending
from the Hwy 6 bridge to the mouth
of Carpenter Creek in New Denver
has for years been enjoyed by dog
owners and non-dog owners alike.
It is rare to find an open inviting site
where all are free to roam and enjoy
the fresh air and scenery. For a small
community, the volume of year-round
foot traffic is remarkable. Even after
the heaviest snowfall, my morning
tracks are seldom the first. I wonder if
Village council has spent time in the
area to fully appreciate the degree to
which this area is enjoyed by such a
large and diverse number of residents
and non-residents.
We fully support the bike pump and
skills park, but do not understand why
it appears it must come at the expense
of the off-leash dog area.
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In the current polarized world, it is
troubling to read that the dog park users
and the North Slocan Trails Society
have come to a mutually agreeable
solution, yet Village council will not
entertain the solution.
The argument the Village presents
is virtually impossible to comprehend.
In what scenario would a competent
Village erect off-leash signage,
provide amenities and maintenance
to the area since 2006 while at the
same time believing that they were in
contravention of their own bylaw? I
am sure legal advice would have been
otherwise.
We urge council to take the lead
from those who elected them.
Brian and Corinne Marsh
New Denver

Stupid war

Last December, Putin tried to
engage in talks to keep Ukraine out
of NATO and to remove missiles and
military bases from countries bordering
Russia. No one would listen to him,
so he invaded Ukraine. The invasion
could have been avoided by a simple
agreement to keep the country out of
NATO. With NATO membership come
military bases and missiles, making a
country a target for atomic bombs. I
can’t see why anyone would want to
make their country a target for nuclear
annihilation. Austria, Sweden and
Finland do not belong to NATO and
have neutrality agreements. I doubt
there are any missiles aimed at them.
NATO was formed in 1949 to
contain the Soviet Union. When the
Soviet Union fell apart instead of
disarming, NATO pushed for expansion
throughout Eastern Europe. Where was
the threat? Russia was in shambles.
The West withdrew its support for
progressive Mikhail Gorbachev and
gave it to incompetent Boris Yeltsin.
Ex-KGB agent Putin stepped in,
preventing Russia from descending
into chaos. Now Russia does not like
playing the designated villain in NATO
war games where the use of nuclear
weapons against Russia is practiced.
Richard Sakwa, professor of Russian
and European politics, says NATO now
“exists to manage the risks created by
its existence.”
I have never seen such a stupid
war. There are no prizes to be won. It
can be ended easily with a neutrality
agreement for Ukraine. A good source
of information is: antiwar.com.
Ed Zak
Nakusp

CORRECTION

In Wulf Mense’s letter, ‘Star
witness’ in the February 24 issue,
Mense intended to put Richard E.’s
name – not Richard C.’s name –
forward for Crown Counsel’s star
witness in the upcoming class action
suit against Bonnie Henry. This was
a Valley Voice error.
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Dog park: what
got in the way?

In late-breaking developments
in the controversy swirling around
the current dog park, a series of
‘confidential’ letters to citizens of
the Village have been leaked to this
correspondent.
In addition to blatantly
misrepresenting the proposals of the
off-leash users’ group and the North
Slocan Trails Society to share the space
in an amicable way, the letters refer to
“other diverse uses” because “there
is much more involved than just two
groups.”
Really? Just a reminder to the
Village: the two groups involved are
the current users of the space plus the
group who has asked for the funding
and who will be tasked with building
the all-wheels skills park. One would
think that a proposal from both groups
to work with the Village on a shared
solution would have been welcome...
but something got in the way.
What, or, who could it have been?
The masters of Village life have
put out their ‘Master Plan’ with far
more than just a bike park. Let’s not
forget the zipline! Does this mean that
the sinister Zippenmeisters of Zurich
are involved?!
Does the refusal of the Village
to talk to the dog and bike people
reflect nothing more than its abject
subservience to the powerful Zipline
Lobby, or, on the other hand, are they
just comfier listening exclusively to
themselves?
LATE BREAKING NEWS - When
asked if they would negotiate with
the Zipliners, spokespeople for bike
and dog groups said, “Sure, that’s all
we’ve been asking for – negotiations
about sharing.”
Larry Hyink
New Denver

Open letter to
mayor and council
of New Denver

This letter was delivered to the
Village of New Denver office on
February 16, in time for the February
22 meeting, which was changed to a
Committee of the Whole meeting. It
was not on that agenda and is not on
the March 8 council meeting agenda,
either.
To the Mayor and Council of the
Village of New Denver:
We, the undersigned former
councillors of the Village of New
Denver, wish to clarify the original
intent of Bylaw Amendment # 5982006.
At the council meeting in March
2006, Katrine Campbell proposed the
off-leash area in response to a resident’s
letter asking for the leash law to be
enforced. Campbell suggested the south
dike and moved the amendment to the
Animal Control Bylaw. We discussed it
in council, and the motion was passed.
At all times the area was intended and
understood to be the area west of Hwy

6 all the way to the lake. At no time was
this disputed.
After the amendment was adopted,
the Village installed ‘leash-free zone’
signs at the stairs below the highway,
and on the dike close to the end of
Josephine, indicating the area began at
the highway.
Although this information has
been out in public for some time now,
as former councillors we completely
understand that you are not obliged
to pay attention to anything that has
not been formally addressed to you —
hence this letter. We hope that, now
you know the facts, you will all step
forward and welcome the solution
reached between the North Slocan
Trails Society and the dog owners’
representatives, to have the all-wheels
skills park east of Kildare to the
highway, and the off-leash area to the
west of Kildare down to the lake.
Thank you for your consideration,
and for the great job you are doing on
developing facilities for New Denver.
Ann Bunka, Katrine Campbell,
Bonnie Greensword, Kevin
Murphy
New Denver

Winter highway
maintenance
standards

Monday, February 28, 2022,
Vallican to Nelson via Hwy 6 and
Hwy 3A: a disaster. We pay for road
maintenance and what drivers had to
contend with was totally unacceptable.
At the Ministry of Highways in Nelson,
it was suggested that they be terminated
without severance or pension for not
doing their jobs by allowing such
conditions on our highways. At that
time, no one was available to comment.
Tuesday, March 1 (morning) in
a telephone call from the ministry, it
was made clear that the highway was
maintained to contract standards. This
means that people who live in Victoria
and do not know what snow looks like
cannot be the ones setting highway
maintenance standards in BC.
Of late, the word ‘democracy’ is
screamed at us from across Canada
and around the world. We own BC. We
own the highways. We pay for highway
maintenance to maintain highways
to save our lives (not to make people
rich). So we, the people of BC, will
decide the maintenance standards of
our highways. One simple standard:
Highways will be maintained to posted
speed limits 24/7/365 and for any
accident due to road conditions, the
contractor is liable. Highways were
maintained to this standard 50 years
ago. If contractors do not like these
terms, they do not have to be highway
maintenance contractors.
It is time to find out if we live in a
democracy. Does the ‘D’ in NDP stand
for ‘democratic’ or ‘dictatorship’? The
ministry said to expect seven more
years. What right does any politician
have to sentence us to the unnecessary
peril and possible death (that we now
experience) beyond his term in office?
Are criminal charges possible in this

instance?
Contact your MLA if you agree
with this suggested standard of highway
maintenance. Katrine Conroy, MLA
Kootenay West, ph. 250-304-2783, fax
250-304-2655; Brittny Anderson, MLA
Nelson-Creston, ph. 250-354-5944, fax
250-356-4680 (Victoria office); or Rob
Fleming, Minister of Transportation
and Infrastructure, ph. 250-387-1978,
fax 250-356-2290.
Ed Varney
Winlaw

Nuclear
blackmail

The West is up in arms about
Russia’s invasion of the Ukraine,
and rightly so. Our prime minister
and his henchmen and henchwomen
are pointing out that the Russians
are ignoring international law and
Ukraine’s national sovereignty. All
true. But let’s take a look at NATO’s
record, and especially the recent record
of the United States. Did NATO follow
international law when it bombed
the former Yugoslavia or when they
destroyed the government of Libya
with Canada’s help? Did Uncle Sam
consult the international law book
when he, with “shock and awe”
invaded Iraq or Afghanistan? Did they
respect Pakistan’s sovereignty when
they flew a military mission in and
murdered Osama Bin Laden or Iran’s
top general? Why is it okay when our
so-called Allies ignore international
law and national sovereignty, but
really, really bad when our so-called
enemies do the same? The killing of
that top Iranian general resulted in a
planeload of mostly Canadians dying
when they were shot down due to the
tense military situation caused by that
American action. Yet Canadians said
not a word about the Americans’ breach
of international law. And the sitting
American president didn’t express the
slightest regret. To this Trudeau, peace
keeping means deploying Canadian
troops to teach people we like to kill
the people we don’t like.
For quite a few years now,
Americans have taken the position
that they are within their rights to ignore
the rights of everyone else in the world,
and do whatever they please, if they
believe there is a threat to their country,
and their nuclear capabilities let them
get away with it. Russia has nukes too,
so they are following the American
example. I doubt that China and the rest
of the nuclear powers are far behind.
Under this scenario, no current nuclear
power will ever give up their advantage.
So Canada, and all the other nonnuclear countries have a choice. We
can either continue kowtowing to one
or the other of the big boys, or get our
own nuclear capability.
This, of course, would be a
catastrophic disaster. I don’t believe
in war. It is time for all peace loving
people to put an end to this nuclear
blackmail.
Rod Retzlaff
Glade
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Show me

Show me the immunity. Or any
real evidence of it. Ask yourself
this: Can you make sense of what
is happening? Why did the FDA
change the definition of ‘vaccine’
to not require providing immunity?
If someone who has had their shots
can infect someone who has had
theirs (which is in fact occurring),
why the need for passports? Why
spend billions of dollars on a passport
system? What we are seeing, and get
continually from our government and
the powers that be is that there is only
one choice.
There is an incredible amount of
effort in having one side of a narrative
presented. What we get is people
putting out whole page editorials that
discredit people like Edda West and
Dr. Malone without actually speaking
to the issues, without making sense.
Discredit and dismiss – the standard
tools of those who prefer not to have
open dialogue and discussion. Isn’t
this exactly what Joe Rogan and Dr.
Malone and Dr. McCullough have
been talking about? Why has there
been no discussion on this? The real
issue is censorship – shutting down
open dialogue and scientific debate.
Show me the open dialogue. The
experts that have waved the flag have
openly stated they will discuss the
evidence with health authorities. For
example, Dr. Alexander, supporting
the freedom rally, has openly stated
this and offered to sit down with Dr.
Tam. Why is there not this kind of
discussion and panels of experts from
around the world?
Show me some common sense.
Trudeau gets COVID from his family
and continues to advocate for the
injections. Where is the immunity?
What are the boosters boosting?
Those who have had their shots are
getting infected and they are passing
it on. As many have stated, the
injections are to lower the symptoms.
In this case, anyone who knows the
potential risk of these experimental
inoculations should weigh out the risk
and benefits and make a choice. Why
the mandates?
As Dr. Alexander has stated – the
‘vaccines’ have failed. They are not
working. The protocols, masks and
distancing, have failed. Stop blaming
and realize these measures are not
working. Many countries are scaling
back the mandates and restrictions.
How can anyone take out a full
page in the VV, simply discredit
and dismiss, and then state: “…the
unvaccinated present a serious danger
and deal a major blow to humanity’s
hope of actual herd immunity”?
Herd immunity? This isn’t about
immunity! The injections do not offer
immunity.
What we are seeing and get
continually from our government and
the powers that be is that there is only
one choice. As stated by experts like
Dr. Peter McCullough: “All roads
lead to the vaccine.”
We’re faced with binary thinking.

Freedom is about questioning.
Choice, informed choice, is about
gathering up information – not simply
from legacy media that pushes one
side only. Rights are about being
able to make our own decisions and
to speak out.
T. Orlando
Winlaw

Response to Jim
Van Horn

I do understand your perspective.
If you perceive a crowd outside your
window threatening you by carrying
a deadly disease, understandably your
temper would flare.
But yes, your suggested solution is
naive. Let me explain why, and propose
a better one.
From where I stand, I don’t
perceive a crowd threatening me with
a deadly disease. I perceive a crowd
threatening me with an experimental
injection that has already killed and
maimed millions. I perceive a threat to
the continued survival of all humanity
because of the thousands of hours of
study I have put into understanding
what is in it and what it can do. I see
lives and livelihoods devastated, jobs
lost, millions driven to suicide. I see a
lost generation. I see a crowd scowling
at me with the hate and ignorance of
which I am being accused.
Your proposal feels a bit like being
told “just let me explode this nuclear
bomb in your yard, and then we can
negotiate.”
A bit. It’s actually worse than
that. I also perceive a spiritual/
existential threat, because of the genetic
manipulation that, in some of the
doses, is altering the human genome
permanently. I know, I know, but this
has actually now been proven. That is a
topic for another letter. I see the human
race shrunk to a fraction of its current
population. I see massive infertility, and
the babies that are somehow making it
to birth – this is already starting – being
so damaged that many cannot survive. I
see a transhumanist agenda that is very
real and not a conspiracy theory. Again,
a topic for another letter.
I also see devastation economically
and spiritually. I see the progression to
the mark of the beast from Revelations
“without which none can buy, sell,
or trade.” Think about it. That is
what the vaccine passports are about,
excluding people from society in
incremental ways. Sweden is already
‘experimenting’ with putting the
passports in a microchip in the back of
the right hand.
Some of the injections target
chromosomes that work with empathy
and spiritual connection. Many who
have taken them complain that they
“can’t feel God anymore.”
They are also all abortion-tainted,
and it’s an extremely cruel, painful
process for the fetuses. Again, people
will scream that this is conspiracy
theory, but I can prove it – just not in
this limited space.
continued on page 6
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continued from page 5
So from where I stand, there is no
‘vaccine hesitancy.’ It’s more like ‘over
my dead body.’
So that’s not happening. I have
a better idea. COVID is curable in
the vast majority of cases, but that
fact is being covered up to create a
demand for the ‘vaccine.’ It is also
preventable without the ‘vaccine.’
Do some research. If you get stuck,
I’m happy to help. Then maybe the
crowd of diseased people you perceive
threatening you outside your window
will seem a lot friendlier.
Lisa Ross
Kaslo
The views of Lisa Ross are not the
views of Liz Ross BScN (Public Health
Nurse- retired) of Kaslo.

The past is
repeating itself

“Those who forget the past are
condemned to repeat it.” – George
Santayana.
In 1983, a new disease makes its
début. AIDS, cause unknown. A deadly
virus, maybe? The media whips the
public into a frenzy of fear. Existing
effective drugs for treating this new
disease i.e. (AL 721) are quietly swept
under the rug because they are offlabel repurposed drugs, therefore, not
profitable. Experts predict exaggerated
mortality rates of up to 50% globally in
the next 10 years or so, further inciting
public fear. People are desperate for
a vaccine or a cure, waiting for the
gods of the medical industry to save
them. The money taps are turned on
and unlimited funds flow through the
NIAID (National Institute for Allergic
and Infectious Diseases) to big pharma.
Then a glimmer of hope, enter stage
right, AZT a chemotherapy drug that
was a dismal failure in the treatment
of cancer due to its extreme toxicity
as to make it incompatible to life.
1998 Doctor Robert Gallo claims to
have discovered the culprit causing
all the fuss. The HIV virus. Without
going through the accepted protocol
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of testing, AZT is fast-tracked and
approved by the FDA for emergency
use application. Armed with the PCR
technique invented by Kary Mullis,
Nobel Prize winner, the HIV hunters
go on the prowl. Despite warnings by
K. Mullis that the PCR test was not to
be used as a diagnostic tool because the
PCR test can detect almost any molecule
in the body and indeed an inordinate
number of HIV positive cases were
detected. AZT was indiscriminately
prescribed to thousands of people sick
or healthy if they tested positive. Voices
of dissent were silenced and accused
of being enemies of science. Careers
terminated like the eminent molecular
biologist, Dr. Peter Duesberg. The
media was bought and muzzled. The
transmissibility of AIDS was hugely
exaggerated, further fueling fear.
AZT destroys the immune system
and induces AIDS-like symptoms.
Unprecedented profits to big pharma
follow.
Any of this sound familiar? Fasttrack now 40 years later.
2019, a new disease appears
on the scene, COVID-19. Cause,
the deadly coronavirus? The media
whips the public into a frenzy of fear.
Exaggerated estimates of predictable
global deaths heap more fuel on the
fires of fear. Safe and effective drugs
are removed from the arsenal of
treatment, because they are off-label
repurposed drugs and not profitable
(Hydroxychloroquine and Ivermectin).
Effective early intervention cancelled.
People are desperate for a cure or a
vaccine. Waiting for succor from the
gods of pharma. Then, Eureka! The
vaccine is here, safe and free and
available to everybody. A collective
sigh of relief from the masses. Safe
at last, we line up rolling up our
sleeves. Only one small problem, it
does not work. By the admission of
the manufacturer, it does not prevent
infection or transmission. According
to many doctors and scientists, it may
kill more people than the virus. These
vaccines, without proper scientific
testing, are rushed through for approval
by the FDA for emergency use. Oh lord,
how the money rolls in. The Corona
hunters are out in force armed with
Kary Mullis’ PCR testing technique and
having success beyond their wildest
dreams, finding positives and adding
new cases of COVID at an alarming
rate, fanning the bonfire of fear. Bigger
pipes are installed to accommodate
the increased flow of revenue to the
pharmaceutical companies. Scientific
evidence suggests that the vaccines
actually harm our immune systems.
Maybe that explains why the countries
with the highest rate of vaccinations
have the highest rates of infection.
Are you seeing a pattern here?
What is the old axiom? Fool me once,
shame on you. Fool me twice, shame
on me. How many times will we be
fooled? Mark Twain said, “It is easier to
fool people than it is to convince them
that they have been fooled.”
Roland Werner
Winlaw

New Denver
replaces marina
with splash
park

NB: This letter in no way reflects
the views of the marina’s commodore.
The commodore awoke from the
dream sweating and shaking. In the
nightmare, he had been peacefully
making plans for his summer yacht
cruise to Wragge Beach and other
exotic locales when the phone rang
and the Village informed him that the
marina would have to be moved in the
spring to make way for a splash park.
He was flabbergasted. “But we
have a long-standing agreement!” he
spluttered.
The voice on the other end of
the line coolly replied, “Yes, but the
agreement allows the Village to let
you occupy a suitable space… not
necessarily that space. We are willing
to work with your group or anyone else
to set up a new world-class marina on
the old dump site.”
The commodore gasped, “The old
dump site! But that’s nowhere near
the water.”
There was a disappointed sigh
on the other end of the line. “Well,
there was robust consultation on the
plan professionally developed by
professionals, but if you people don’t
want to work constructively with us…”
“Wait a minute!” interjected the
commodore, “I know the people who
want the splash park. They’ve already
told me they don’t need all that space.
Can’t we work something out to share
the space?”
“Excuse me,” the voice on the
phone said stiffly. “The professionally
developed plan has been professionally
recommended and accepted. Just
because you and the splash park can
share, it doesn’t mean that you can
appropriate it for your exclusive use.
What about the other user groups you
protesters are shutting out?”
“What other user groups?!” shouted
the commodore.
“Well, there’s the parking lot for
the casino and the high-rise condos.”
“THE WHAT?!” came the
commodore’s outraged reply.
But then, with a start, the
commodore woke up. It was only a
dream. It couldn’t happen here – or
could it?
This is obviously an allegory
(apologies to the commodore). The
two groups are really the North Slocan
Trails Society, working so hard to build
an awesome bike park for kids, and the
100 or so folks who have signed up to
ask New Denver council if they could
work together to share the space safely.
We’ve tried talking to councillors,
and asking questions at council
meetings (and have been shut down).
We have seen the bylaw that was
put into place to protect that space
‘reinterpreted’ without due process. We
have seen the letter from the previous
councillors who passed the off-leash
bylaw in 2006, and wonder why it
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and other letters from the public on
this issue are not on the agenda for the
upcoming March 8 council meeting.
We have seen written requests from
the North Slocan Trails Society to work
together with the Village and dog park
proponents dismissed by this council.
Apparently, this intransigence is
because a survey question, from deep
in winter 2021, asking if we wanted
an all-wheels park on the dike on the
south side of Carpenter Creek received
a lot of support. Well yes, who wouldn’t
want a bike park? Pretty much everyone
wants a bike park; however, a lot of
people would like more discussion on
the configuration and extent of what
goes into “the south side of Carpenter
Creek.”
Several people have recently
received letters from the CAO of
New Denver calling us “protesters,”
misinterpreting what we were asking
for, and trotting out bafflegab about
how “professionals” have developed
the plan with “public support” as if a
‘plan’ is something graven in stone and
handed down from on high rather than
a working document that is adapted to
achieve optimal mutual benefit for all
parties – which just might involve some
negotiation.
The provincial government, on its
website, defines “responsible conduct
of locally elected officials” and these
are some of the key words: accountable,
transparent, ethical, collaborative. If
this council refuses to act in a way that
is accountable, transparent, ethical and
collaborative, what are we to do?
Kathy Hartman, Danika Skye
Hammond, Heather Fox
New Denver

Alternative info
adds up

For those of us who do investigate
alternative sources of information, it
is becoming more and more clear that
mainstream media is a propagandagenerating machine and it is lying to
the public, as are our politicians who
are following their own political agenda
and not really caring about the health
and welfare of the people they are
supposedly serving. There is so much to
say but not enough room here. It’s kind
of funny but if I heard myself speak like
this five years ago, I would have shut
my ears and said this is “crazy” BS! As
I said in my last letter, things just don’t
add up and this led me to investigate and
dig deeper. It’s horrifying to see what is
there but it does add up.
In regard to the convoy, I witnessed
video footage of reporters from sources
such as Rebel News and other people
on the ground who had livestream
going every day and there was no
violence! I know of people who were
present and also shared that it was a
peaceful demonstration. I also learned
that police would push physically into
people and instigate people and then the
media would film a reaction. There is a
whole lot of corruption and lying going
on. Of the many, many, many people I
know of who supported the convoy, all
are peaceful loving people, not white

supremacist or racists or fringe minority.
We simply wanted to express the call to
stop the mandates. Maybe some of those
above-mentioned people showed up as
they would show up anywhere in any
big group but that was not at the heart of
the convoy. Some people will infiltrate
into an opportunity. Trudeau was a
coward in my opinion and he lied and
had the media portray a different scene.
Unfortunately, many people watching
mainstream news bought this as truth.
He is the one who is dividing people.
Now he is saying we need to save
democracy while, behind the curtain,
we are slipping into totalitarianism.
Those who haven’t yet checked out the
Great Reset by Klaus Schwab, please
do. It is not a conspiracy theory but
it is unfolding before our eyes. There
is a video of Klaus Schwab proudly
naming his young globalists, including
Justin Trudeau (and half of his cabinet),
along with Vladimir Putin and other
leaders (France, New Zealand for
example). https://www.bitchute.com/
video/Zidg5SUfuo9S/ Read up on the
horrifying goal for 2030. It even seems
that the Russia/Ukraine situation is part
of the breakdown process. Much of
what is happening right now around
the pandemic is in line with political
moves. Following the money is always
a good idea. Trudeau makes money
from each jab with his investment and
involvement with lipid nanoparticles
and Arbutus Pharmaceuticals and
Pfizer. https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=IH0Cd7ETges.
Check out the Pfizer report that was
just released on March 1 by the FDA.
The FDA wanted to hold on to this data
for 75 years but through legal action
and FOI requests, a judge with some
integrity demanded that it begin to be
released now. There are thousands of
pages. Check out the link https://phmpt.
org/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/5.3.6postmarketing-experience.pdf and you
will see the extensive list of side effects
and safety issues they were trying to
hide. Pretty scary stuff.
Why is Bonnie Henry hell bent on
mandating the allied health professionals
to be vaccinated when it is quite clear
it is not proven as safe (seen in above
report and by VAERS data) and that
triple vaccinated people are getting and
spreading COVID. In fact, empirical
evidence shows the vaccinated people
are more likely to contract COVID than
vaccine-free people (negative efficacy).
Other parts of the world are opening up
but BC is tightening down. Go figure.
I recommend Del Bigtree’s show
at https://rumble.com/c/TheHighWire.
He is committed to seeking the truth
and offers a solid source of information
and presents original scientific research
reports and has great interviews with
brave scientists and experts and whistleblowers who are willing to speak out
and risk their livelihood. These, to me,
are true acts of courage during our
turbulent times.
BTW, you can go to Valley Voice
online to connect with the links!
Sue Mistretta
Silverton
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Slocan Valley artist receives silver medal in international competition

submitted
Slocan Valley artist Frantisek
Strouhal, well known for his compelling
expressions about the human body
and spirit, received a silver medal in
the 2021 Mondial Art Academia’s
competition for his artwork titled ‘The
Time Keeper.’ The jury was comprised
of 35 professionals, grand masters and
museum and gallery curators.
Mondial Art Academia is a French
association whose mission is to
encourage, spread and promote culture,
arts and literature by recognizing and
honouring the exemplary work of
talented artists.
Strouhal creates dream-like,
ethereal, masterfully hand-manipulated
photographic images using his unique
oil printing process. His works evoke
an immediate visceral response in

the viewer. They speak about the
mysterious and complex human
experience, and they provoke inquiry
and reflection upon such notions as
the transformation in the metaphysical
realm of existence.
For Strouhal, the ever-changing
narrative approach is an integral part of
the artistic process. Upon each viewing,
a different story unfolds. As he states,
“This work exists to connect with others
in contemplation, and peace. It is not
static, but invites interaction.”
He encourages viewers to
contemplate and interact with his pieces
in a peaceful manner. “My imagery is
meant to serve as an oasis of tranquility,
permanence and strength and to capture
and highlight what is fundamental to our
being and society.”
Frantisek is owner of Mirage Studio

in Passmore. His works can be found
in many private collections and have
been featured in numerous juried and
invitational exhibitions internationally.
His artworks and writings are on
display at the boutique Divine Fayerie
at Castlegar’s shopping mall, and on his
website at www.frantisekstrouhal.com.
In his book Illuminations: Art
Embracing Awareness, the poem
‘Illusive Imagination’ accompanies the
artwork ‘The Time Keeper.’
I am sixty-six years old/and the
likeness of me/who I laboured to be/has
evaporated like the droplets of water/
on the morning clover leaves/It wasn’t
illusive imagination,/only a little bit
of over identification./and as of today,
it has ended. Not that I/have reached
where I craved to be/or completed what
I needed to do./But everything ended

entirely./Enter. Observe. As the sun/
dissipates the dew that matures/the pear,
the imagination,/as much as we allow it,/
shapes our transformation./For the first

time, I am naked/without protection.
Nothing hidden. It feels/marvelous and
unsettling/like the breeze drying/the
tears of my gratitude.

Frantisek Strouhal’s ‘The Time Keeper’ won a silver medal in the 2021 Mondial Art Academia’s
competition.

Thank you for supporting your local businesses!
The key to a thriving local economy throughout the pandemic and always

NAKUSP & AREA

Jones Boys Boats

Open 9 am - 5 pm Monday to Saturday. Contactless debit/credit. Cleaning
protocols in place, customers reminded to social distance. Masks are mandatory in store.
Facebook: Bon Marche Dollar Dollar Nakusp
250-265-3644

Kaslo Kayaking & Adventure Centre

Bon Marche Dollar Dollar

Crescent Bay Construction Ltd.

Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-5 pm
Nitrile gloves must be put on (available beside the door) when entering and
discarded (beside the door) when leaving.
Phone orders and pick-up available. E-transfer payment available at cresbay@
telus.net • 250-265-3747

Kim’s Kustoms

Open regular hours, 8:30 am-5:30 pm
250-265-4012

Nakusp Glass

Open
Drop in, call or email to make an appointment.
250-265-3252, nakuspglass@gmail.com

Nakusp Taxi

Pick-up and delivery of anything from licenced food, beverage and retail stores.
250-265-8222

We are open for business!
www.jonesboysboats.com
250.353.2550 info@jonesboysboats.com
https://www.facebook.com/Jonesboysboats
www.kasloadventurecentre.com
250-353-1925 Getting you outside for your mental health!

Kaslo Hotel

OPEN! Pub 1PM daily. Happy Hour every afternoon from 3PM – 5PM! Front desk
8AM-11AM & 3PM-8PM Monday – Thursday, 8AM – 9PM Friday – Sunday for
check-in and reservations. Strict sanitizing protocols in place. 250-353-7714, www.
kaslohotel.com, Facebook.

Kaslo Husky

Open Mon-Fri, 5 am-8 pm; Sat 6 am-8 pm; Sun 7 am-8 pm
Physical distancing measures in effect. 250-353-2205

T.H.E. Pharmacy (Kaslo)

Open Monday-Friday 9:30 am-5:30 pm
We look forward to serving you!
Welcome to shop by visiting during business hours or:
By phone: 250-353-2224, By fax: 250-353-2336, By email: kaslopharm@gmail.com
For prescription refills online visit: kaslopharmacy.myrefill.ca
403 Front Street, PO Box 550, Kaslo V0G 1M0
kaslopharm@gmail.com, phone 250-353-2224, fax 250-353-2336

Royal LePage Selkirk Realty

Kaslo Mechanical

Shon’s Bike - Ski - Stay

Kul Nijjar, REALTOR(R) Fair Realty Ltd.

Open Mon-Fri 9:30 am - 4:30 pm with COVID-19 safety precautions in place.
Our agents are more than happy to help!
250-265-3635; Nakusp@royallepage.ca
Mon-Sat, 9 am-5:30 pm
Please drop off bike repairs to the front entrance of the shop.
No appointments are necessarily for bike tune-ups. Our coffee shop and
lounge area is open.
For all inquiries, call us at 250-265-3332, email info@shons.ca, website:
www.shons.ca, Facebook: Shon’s Bike-Ski-Stay.

Save-On-Foods

Open 8 am - 7 pm daily. Max customer limit in place. Please shop individually.
Bottle returns - up to 2 dozen max.
250-265-3662. Store Manager: Kira, Asst. Manager: Ryan

Eagle Small Motors and Repairs

Monday 4-6 pm; Tuesday-Thursday 9 am-6 pm; Friday-Saturday 9 am-5 pm.
250-265-4911

KASLO & AREA
ACE Building Centre-Kaslo

Open 7:30-5 Mon-Sat, Open Sundays and most stat holidays 10-2
250-353-7628, kaslo.building@telus.net, www.kaslobuilding.com

Angry Hen Brewing Company

Open for patio and inside seating with off-sales for beer to go, 7 days a week!
Phone to pre-order or to arrange a ‘beer-it-forward’ delivery for a friend. 250353-7446, lounge@angryhenbrewing.com, Facebook, Instagram.

Cornucopia

Now open Mon-Sat, 9:30 - 5:30, closed Sunday
250-353-2594; cornkaslo@gmail.com; Facebook Cornucopiakaslo

JB’s Pub & Restaurant

Open Thurs-Sun, 3-9 pm. Hours will extend in the summer.
Takeout available 250-353-7716; 250-353-7717

Open! Tuesday - Friday 9 am - 5 pm, Saturday 9 am - 1 pm
Closed long weekends.
6336 Hwy 31, Kaslo • 250-353-7409
Open
kul@kulnijjar.ca, 250-505-4722

Sunnyside Naturals

Open Mon-Sat, 9 am-6 pm
Physical distancing measures in effect. Food takeout
Phone orders and delivery available. 250-353-9667

Raven’s Nest

We’ve Re-Opened – the reno is done! Come in to see for yourself, or visit
our online shop – RavensNestBC.com. Current Hours: Open Wednesday
to Saturday, 11:00 am – 4:00 pm; Closed Sunday to Tuesday. Recent
Arrivals: Gorgeous new lambswool blankets from Sweden’s Klippan,
and new Sinixt-related products including cool tees, sweatshirts &
hoodies, new laminated maps, and a new book: Sinixt in the Slocan.
Thanks for shopping local – we hope to see you soon! • 250-358-2178
• RavensNestBC@gmail.com • Facebook & Instagram •

Sharie Merrifield’s Bookkeeping Service

Help your business succeed ! ! I will manage your GST, PST, MRDT, WCB, and
Wage Deduction Remittances in a timely manner. 25 years experience. Sharie
Merrifield (250) 358 - 6806 Email: sha01@telus.net (that is a zero, not an ‘O’)

Valley Voice

Open 1-833-501-1700; valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca, www.valleyvoice.ca

SILVERTON

Silverton Building Supplies

Open Monday-Saturday 8:00 am-5:00 pm
Hand sanitizer is provided. Please observe distancing.
We look forward to serving you!
250-358-2293

Silverton Camp Cafe

Open year round, 7 days a week! Everything fresh baked daily.
Monday-Saturday 9:30-2:30, Sunday 10-2. 780-660-3784

SLOCAN

Village of Slocan – Office, Library, Clinic, Fitness Centre

Village Office open – Masks Mandatory. Library open (Thursdays 1-5pm,
Sundays 11am-3pm) - COVID protocols in place; masks mandatory; take out
service available. Clinic open – Nurse Practitioner, Acupuncture - COVID
protocols in place; masks mandatory. Fitness Centre temporarily closed.

Slocan Village Market

Woodbury Resort

Open every day 9am-8pm
We have limited the occupancy to 6 customers at a time to enable social
distancing. We thank you for remembering to wear your mask.
We accept phone and curbside orders for those who are unable to wear a
mask. Thank you for your support!
250-355-2211, svmkt@telus.net

SLOCAN VALLEY

WINLAW

Glacier View Service

The Botanical Dispensary is open Thursday - Saturday 12-4.
Order requests can be sent to orders@emeryherbals.com or phone 250226-7744.
Visit our online shop: https://emeryherbals.com/online-apothecary/
Colleen Emery, Cl.H, RHT (BCHA) is seeing clients onsite and online or via
phone. New clients are welcome.
All classes and programs are hosted onsite and online.

Boat rentals, Camping, Fishing! Angler Incentive Program Depot
Ph: 250-353-7717; Fax 250-353-2004 woodbury@netidea.com

NEW DENVER

Open 7 days, 8 am - 5:30 pm
250-358-2445

T.H.E. Pharmacy (New Denver)

Open Mon-Fri, 10 am-5:30 pm
We look forward to serving you!
Welcome to shop by visiting during business hours or:
By phone: 250-358-2500, By fax: 250-358-2520, By email: kaslopharm@gmail.
com (please use reference “NDCP”) 309 6th Avenue, New Denver V0G 1S0

New Market Foods

Open every day, 8 am-6 pm
You are welcome to come and shop. Keep your distance as much as you can
with others. We have hand sanitizer at the door as well as at the tills. If you are
self isolating or not wanting to come to the store, we can do your shopping for
you and have it delivered to you or you can pick it up. You can call the store at
250-358-2270 or email shop@newmarketfoods.ca to place your orders.

Emery Herbals Botanical Dispensary, Healing Suites and
Teaching Centre

Mama Sita’s

Open for dine-in, take-out, delivery & Outdoor seating. Sun 8 am-7 pm, Mon 8
am-3 pm Tues 8 am - 7 pm Wed-Sat 8 am - 8 pm.
Phone or come in. 250-226-7070.

Gaia Tree Whole Foods

New hours: Mon-Sat 9 am-6 pm; Sun 10 am-4 pm
Email to order for pick-up: gaiatreewholefoods@gmail.com 250-226-7255
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Kaslo Jazz Fest returns as a more laid-back experience
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
Summer festival lovers are
rejoicing: the Kaslo Jazz Festival is
returning to the shores of Kootenay
Lake.
Organizers started selling
tickets to the July 29-31 festival
last week, and have announced
their 2022 lineup.
They say this year’s event will
be a bit more laid back than the last
few festivals.
“We are scaling down our
attendance this year to reduce the
strain on our crew, volunteers,
partners and the Village of Kaslo,”
the organization said in a news
release announcing the festival’s
return. “We want to make this as
stress-free an event as possible for
everyone, while still knocking it out
of the park musically.”
The event’s music and artistic
director says they’ve taken a new
approach for the 29th annual
festival.
“This is really about healing,”
Paul Hinrichs says. “It’s really about
reuniting with all this energy and
these people and music that means
a lot for people in attendance.”
The festival has hosted
international jazz and fusion acts,
and attracted thousands of fans to
the small community of Kaslo for
the weekend-long event since 1993.
COVID put the festival on hiatus
in 2020 and 2021, but Hinrichs
says that gave the volunteer board
time to do a full-scale review of the
direction of the festival, its size, and
its relationship to the community.
“There were only three things
we felt we had to maintain – the
name of the festival, the calibre of
the music we brought in… and it just
needs to be healthy for everybody,”
said Hinrichs. “Everything else was
up for discussion.

“It’s a big statement, but
everyone in our organization or
who has worked on or attended the
festival will understand why we’re
saying that.”
Hinrichs says a kind of ‘burnout’
culture grew around the festival,
with too many people working
too intensely to make this massive
event come off. It would mean a
lot of happiness, but also a lot of
stress and tears, and people needing
weeks to recover afterwards.
“It became very obvious that
burnout culture, or going a little too
hard is very common in festivals,
and we don’t want to operate that
way anymore,” says Hinrichs. “We
push ourselves to that point, and
we’re just feeling that we don’t
need to do that, we don’t need our
event to contribute to that. We want
it to be a healthy, positive thing.”
The result is a festival that this
year is a bit smaller and a bit more
community-minded, says Hinrich.
“The focus is to make it a
bit more of a local thing. We’re
not advertising across the Pacific
Northwest as we have. We’re
targeting people closer to home,
BC, Western Canada,” he says.
One big thing gone this year is
the camping area for the festival
in the south of town. As a result
of the changes, people will want
to take steps to secure camping or
accommodations for the festival, as
they won’t be in as great supply as
in years past.
They’re also selling fewer
tickets this year.
“We were full. There’s no doubt
we were full on certain nights. So
we’re going to do some site layout
stuff, and with the reduction in
capacity or attendance, that will
alleviate a lot of the congestion,” he
says, noting a specific sales target
hasn’t been chosen yet. “We sold

submitted
SD 8’s Proof of Vaccination
Procedure won’t be implemented until
April 11. The date was pushed back a
month to allow the SD 8 board time to
consider evolving COVID-19 data and
changes to public health directives.
The board directed Superintendent
Tr i s h S m i l l i e t o e x t e n d t h e
implementation date at a meeting on
March 3.
The provincial health officer
first issued an order on January 17,
requiring all school districts to be
prepared to provide vaccination
status information for all staff and
independent contractors to the local
medical health officer when directed
to do so.
On January 18, the board directed
staff to create and implement the
Proof of Vaccination Procedure,
which requires all SD 8 staff and
independent contractors to provide
proof of vaccination to the employer
unless they are legally entitled to
accommodation for medical reasons
or under the Human Rights Code of
British Columbia or Canadian Charter

of Rights and Freedoms.
On January 27, the Interior
Medical Health Officer issued a
directive requiring SD 8 to provide
vaccination status information of
staff to the health officer no later than
March 1, 2022.
Unvaccinated staff will be required
to undergo regular rapid testing to
continue work or take an unpaid leave
of absence. The Proof of Vaccination
Procedure will not apply to students
or volunteers. Any employee who
does not provide information on their
vaccination status is deemed to be
unvaccinated.

SD 8 delays proof of vaccination
as health directives evolve

Support the Valley
Voice with a voluntary
subscription

Only $5-$50
Send Cheque or Money Order
to: Valley Voice, Box 70,
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

8,300 tickets for the three days in
2019. So it’ll be less than that, but
it will still feel full.”
The festival released the first
few names of the performers
coming to the festival this year on
March 3. They include Greensky
Bluegrass, The Dead South, Frazey
Ford, Moontricks and Shred Kelly.
“We kind of went back to
people who have played here before
over the last 29 years, or know the
festival. We’re on a short timeline,
so we reached out to friends and
contacts, and said, ‘Hey, come
back!’” he says. “And we got an
overwhelming response. It’s going
to be really fun. Anybody who’s
been to the festival before will
recognize a bunch of names.”

Many changes

There’ll be other changes that
will make life easier for festival
volunteers. It will start a bit later
in the day, giving volunteers more
time to recover from the evening
before. It will also end a bit later.
The end result is a more compact,
but less intense event.
“None of this is a downer or
disappointment. This allows us to
step back, take a breath and still be
in the sweet spot – the park will be
full; it will be financially viable;
the artists will be amazing; and
the village is going to be thriving,”
Hinrichs says. “We can’t wait to
bring this back to Kaslo.”
A smaller festival will also
need fewer volunteers – way less
than the 475 they needed three
years ago.
“Even just by reducing camping
this year, plus other things that
we think we can operate on a
scaled-down model or just trim
the fat a bit, I think we can get our
volunteers down by at least half
– I’m quite confident about that,”
says Hinrichs. “We’re very much
picturing it like the first year I took
over, in 2015. We’re going back
to those numbers, before the 2016
event. Removing camping helps us

bring down those numbers.”

Seasonal festivals in
future?

Another result of the scaleddown festival is it allows the
organizers to consider holding other
events in the community throughout
the year, bringing greater economic
impact and musical opportunity to
the community.
“We’re working towards
launching a similar-sized festival
in the winter, something around
Family Day in February. We have
the summer thing on the Jazz Fest
weekend, then in the shoulder
seasons, maybe we find a smaller
venue, for spring and fall. Basically,
every season we want to bring this
type of event to the community.
“That would actually allow us
to grow more as an organization.
We can keep people working year
round, and we’ll sell more tickets,
bring in more revenue. It’s more
work because we’re doing four
of them… but we’re going to

start bringing that energy to the
community four times a year.”
Hinrichs says they’re hoping
the event will take place with the
pandemic in the rear-view mirror.
But he says the Jazz Fest will be
enforcing any public health orders
or mandates that might be in place
at that time.
Tickets for the festival are
a v a i l a b l e o n l i n e a t w w w.
kaslojazzfest.com.

It pays to
advertise in
the Valley
Voice!!!
Call toll free
1-833-501-1700 for details

valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

The Lucerne
Association for
Community will be
holding their AGM on
Tuesday, March 15 at
Bosun Hall at 6:00 pm.
L.A.C.E. looks after the running
of Bosun Hall and the
Donation Store.
All interested are welcome to attend.
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‘Last resort’ caribou maternity pen prepares for big day
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
A wildlife biologist says an
enclosure designed to protect eight
female caribou during calving
season this spring is a last-chance
attempt to save an endangered herd.
“These measures are extreme –
we never want to be in this place,”
says Aaron Reid. “It’s costly, it’s
stressful – but without it, this herd
would extirpate. Gone in 5-10
years.”
Reid was speaking at the end of
February at the public opening of a
maternity enclosure for the Southern
Mountain Woodland caribou herd,
located about 10 kilometres from
Nakusp, near the community hot
springs.
Reid told the two dozen guests

Our valley’s green
grocer since 1990

• Fresh
• Organic
• Wholesome
1290 Hwy #6
Crescent Valley
250-359-7323
– Open daily –

(Closed Christmas & New Year’s day)

the herd’s future relies on this
enclosure working.
“Right now, we don’t have
wild calf recruitment – it’s really
low… and you really can’t grow a
population without recruitment,” he
said. “So these pens are really a last
resort to double, triple that level, get
them through that first week or two,
when they’re the most vulnerable…
you hold them as long as possible,
then you release them, and they do
quite well.”
Over the course of the last three
years, the Arrow Lakes Caribou
Society has been working on the plan
to try to rescue the herd, which has
fallen from 98 to just 28 members
since the turn of the century. Raising
more than $450,000, they’ve built a
1.2-kilometre, 10-foot-high fence
around a 6.6-hectare forested area
off the Kuskanax Forest Service
Road. The area is shielded from
prying eyes (both human and
predator) by a heavy landscaping
fabric hung along the fence’s entire
length. Strands of 7,000-volt electric
wire should keep unwanted visitors
out. Volunteers have spent weeks
collecting hundreds of kilometres
of lichen to feed the mothers during
their confinement.
Now, all is in readiness.
“We’re taking all the information
we’ve learned from other pens in
the province, and applying it to
this operation,” says Paul Seaton,
a wildlife biologist who’s acting as
pen manager during the animals’
12-week stay. “This is in a mature
forest, a big hemlock-cedar stand,
so there is beautiful habitat for them.
Once you walk into the pen, you can
really see it.”

The animals will be captured
sometime in March, just a few
kilometres away, where they’ve
been spotted feeding on their winter
grounds. A team of 40 biologists,
veterinarians and handlers will
carefully capture the pregnant
animals, and use helicopters to bring
them to the enclosure. The whole
operation, says Seaton, will just take
a few hours.
When the caribou moms-to-be
wake up a few hours later, they’ll find
themselves in a kind of a paradise
for pregnant caribou. They’ll get
plenty of fresh feed daily – lichen
and animal feed pellets from a zoo
(actually made for giraffes). There
are misting stations where they can
cool off, and snow is being piled up,
to be covered in mulch to provide
cool patches for the caribou to give
birth. That will start in mid-May, and
go to the end of June or so.
And they’ll be carefully watched
over 24/7, both in person and over
closed-circuit television.
“If there’s a wind event, or a
tree falls down – the pen has to be
monitored twice a day,” says Seaton,
who’ll lead the crew of shepherds.
“Every cow should be viewed twice
a day, and we’ll keep records on
each caribou. We’ll have a weigh
scale on the feed station to monitor
their health.”
The estimated cost of feeding
and sheltering the animals this first
year is $265,000.
Depending on how the animals
are doing and the weather conditions,
the caribou and their babies will be
set free, simply by opening the
gate; the pen is actually just a short
caribou trot away from the herd’s

Ministry of Forests, Lands and
Natural Resource Operations
BC Timber Sales 2022 Public Referral
Kootenay Lake Operating Areas
The public is invited to review and comment on the 2022 Referral prepared by the
BC Timber Sales Planning Forester under its approved Forest Stewardship Plan. The
question and comment period will be open from January 28th until March 28th, 2022.
The 2022 Referral includes forest development in the following areas:
Hawkins Creek
Kaslo River
Hall Creek
Maps and more information can be viewed online at:
https://bit.ly/3rtLN11
The blocks and roads are in early planning stages. At this time, they demonstrate
interest and are subject to changes as more information is gathered.
Comments must be submitted by mail or email:
BCTS Planning Forester, BC Timber Sales, Nelson Office, 1907 Ridgewood Road,
Nelson, BC, V1L 6K1
Email: anna.tobiasz@gov.bc.ca
Ph. 250-825-1100, Fax 250-825-3411
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preferred summer feeding grounds
up in the surrounding hills.
While the danger will be far
from over, the 12 weeks or so they’ll
care for the animals will give the
herd an important head start.
“These cows will be in better
shape walking out of the pen than
they have ever been in their lives,”
predicts Reid. “That’s a huge
component of this. And the calves
will be eating the feed too. They’ll

be incredibly fit calves.”
If all goes well, the pen will
likely be used for several seasons,
and the ALCS hopes it will have a
positive impact on both the caribou
population and local community.
However, the public is asked to stay
away from the compound while the
animals are in the pen. Access is
highly restricted, and there will be no
viewing platforms or spots around
the perimeter to see the animals.

by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
The chair of Nakusp’s Chamber
of Commerce is pessimistic the
organization has a future.
“I think we’ll be winding it down.
It’s a sad thing to say,” Barbara Ross
told the Valley Voice.
The Chamber announced on
its website that the group’s annual
general meeting, set for March 15,
will determine whether the Chamber
continues, or be shut down.
“The present board members
of the Chamber have almost all
indicated their intention to resign
from the board,” says a letter on the
website. “The membership must
either elect new board members or,
regrettably, commence the windingdown of the Chamber.”
Ross says the situation has
slowly developed, with two board
members resigning several months
ago, leaving the board without a
quorum. No one’s stepped up to
replace them, and then three of the
remaining four board members
decided to leave at the end of their
terms.
“I think it’s just part of the general
malaise about people volunteering
anymore – I don’t think it’s anything
specific,” says Ross. “I’ve been on
the board for 10 years, and I thought
the board functioned quite well. I
have not noticed any acrimony.”
She says it will be a real loss for
the community if the Chamber folds
after 70 years of serving the interests
of business in Nakusp. More than
100 businesses are members of the
organization.
The Chamber also runs the
community’s Visitor Centre, which
will also likely be shuttered if a new
board can’t be found.
“We will have to find another
operator for the centre, or it too will
shut down,” Ross says. She brought
that message to Nakusp Village
council at a February meeting. “We
assured them if they want to continue
to support the centre, if no one else
steps up to take on the centre, I will
stay on for three months to wind
things down there.
“I truly believe the Visitor Centre
is a big plus for our community,
and I definitely want it to continue
and I will do what I can to make it
continue.”
To show how complicated
winding down the organization
could be, Ross notes the Visitor
Centre building is owned by the

Chamber, but is on municipal land.
Those connections will all have to
be reorganized if the centre is to
continue.
The Chamber also supports other
business and tourism initiatives in
town, and Ross encourages civicminded business people to step up
to the plate to ensure they continue.
But she says even after the website
plea to members, so far no one in the
organization has indicated an interest
in taking over the leadership.
“For people who want to make
a change in the community, the
Chamber is a great vehicle,” she
says. “So it would be nice if someone
stepped up.”
The AGM will be held at 7 pm
on March 15 at the Old Firehall in
Nakusp.

Lack of volunteers has Nakusp
Chamber of Commerce on verge
of folding

Upgrades to
Edgewood’s
power system

by Jan McMurray
The hydro system in Edgewood
is being upgraded to three-phase
power. Work begins mid-March
and is expected to be completed by
the end of the year. Some planned
power outages will be necessary.
“We are upgrading our system in
this area to improve reliability and
power quality for our customers,”
said Mary Anne Coules of BC
Hydro. “The number and duration
of outages is still to be determined.
We will work with local government
and the community to minimize any
impacts to our customers.”
About 2.5 kilometres of the
Monashee distribution line that
runs through the community will
be upgraded to a three-phase line,
and about half a kilometre of new
phase-three line will be installed
along Edgewood Road, Townsite
Road, Dority Road and Kilarney
Crescent.
BC Hydro assures that COVID
measures will be in place. “Safety
is BC Hydro’s top priority and we
are working with our contractors to
continually plan work in ways that
will protect the health and safety of
both our workers and the public,”
Coules says.
The project was originally
scheduled for last spring, but had
to be postponed due to last year’s
wildfires.
Coules can be contacted at 250365-4565 or maryanne.coules@
bchydro.com.
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Nakusp locals may immortalize town turkey in public art
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
A Nakusp woman wants to raise
a memorial for a bird that captured
the heart of the community.
Citizens of Nakusp began to
notice a solo turkey hanging around
town in mid-2020, soon after the
pandemic shut the world down. She
may have been to the village before
– wild turkeys are plentiful in the
area – but she was unusual because
she was by herself.
“She charmed me with her
uniqueness, a wild turkey who
didn’t join a flock, but preferred the
company of humans,” says Sharon
Starrat. “She seemed to gravitate
towards the busiest parts of town
and loved being in the centre of the
action. She thrilled locals and tourists

alike, posing for photos like a pro.
“She came towards us instead of
running away like most wild animals,
seeking out our attention.”
Spotting her and posting
pictures on social media became
the community’s distraction as the
pandemic dragged on. She became
a local celebrity. She was featured in
interviews on CBC and became the
favourite subject of a local painter.
She is Nakusp’s most-photographed
resident.
“I think for the community she
was something that connected us with
joy and humour during a dark time,”
says Starrat. “When we were all
feeling frightened and disconnected
by what was happening around us
in the world, she was a simple but
beautiful creature that went about

Nakusp’s resident wild turkey liked to wander around downtown, making sure that everyone
obeyed the speed limits.

The turkey was particularly good at making friends.

her daily life determinedly on her
own terms.
“One friend described her as
a ‘medicine turkey,’ a presence
that reminded us of what matters:
a smile, a chuckle, and a subject
of conversation struck up in the
street that may not have happened
otherwise.”
“She came to the community in a
time when we needed some uplifting,
as many were feeling isolated as
our spirts were low,” says Nakusp’s
mayor, Tom Zeleznik.
Tina also became a safety
mascot, reminding drivers to slow
down as they travelled through the
community.
“Tina pretty well ruled the
community, and we usually would
find her patrolling the streets to
make sure everyone was obeying
the speed limits by walking slowly
in the middle of the road,” the
mayor adds. “She really enjoyed
visiting the children at both schools
and made sure all traffic obeyed the
30 kilometre-per-hour speed zone
between the two schools, making
sure the children were safe from
speeders.”
Wild turkeys are a common
casualty on Interior highways, and
eventually Tina’s turkey luck ran
out. This February she was found
dead, struck by a car. The community
response was heartfelt.
“I miss her every day, all of us
in the coffee shop,” Betsie Williams
wrote on the bird’s Facebook fan
page.
“You weren’t meant long for this
world but you brought so much joy
for your short stay on earth,” added
Jesse Hogg.

“Tina the Turkey was the best
thing about Nakusp,” posted Erin
Jette. “I hope she gets a statue as a
tribute to her bringing the community
together.”
And that indeed is the plan.
“I would like to see a statue or
sculpture representing her likeness
somewhere downtown where she
liked to be, amongst the heart of
the community,” says Starrat. “An
alternate idea proposed would be a
large, colourful mural depicting her.”
Starrat has had an informal chat
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with the Village government, and
says the first response to her proposal
has been positive. The idea will come
for review at an upcoming meeting
of council.
In the meantime, Starrat plans to
set up a crowdfunding page to see if
enough money can be raised for a
memorial to the beloved bird.
“She brought delight to many
humans beyond the limits of our
small town, a beacon of light during
difficult times when we needed it
most,” she says.
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Our Place After School Care is open
submitted
Our Place, the new
modular building at Winlaw
Elementary, has been open
since January. Seven students
from kindergarten to grade 5
are enrolled in after-school
care at the new facility, and
families and educators are
already giving the program
rave reviews.
“Lack of childcare in the
Slocan Valley has been a real
challenge for families,” said
parent Marie-Josee Bourgeois,
whose son and daughter used
to have to ride a bus for more
than 45 minutes to attend
after-school care in another
community. “My kids love
attending Our Place, as they
get to stay with their friends
in a fun, positive environment
after their school day. There

has been a weight lifted off
our shoulders since Winlaw
Our Place After School Care
has been open.”
Our Place is part of the
provincial Seamless Day
Kindergarten pilot program.
Seamless Day programs allow
Early Childhood Educators
to work alongside classroom
teachers during the school
day, and to provide highquality before- and afterschool care within the same
Kindergarten classroom
setting. With minimum
transition for the students
and team collaboration for
the educators, students can
excel in all aspects of their
development.
The early learning care
provider at Our Place is
Pati McLaughlin, also the

StrongStart educator for the
Slocan Valley. “I am thrilled
to be the care provider for Our
Place at Winlaw Elementary.
Not only do I see first-hand
the wonderful advantages
for families that on-site after
school care provides, but I
am also able to extend the
relationships I have made
with children during their
preschool years into the
care at Our Place. These
established connections
create a rich group dynamic
and fabulous backdrop for
learning, discovery, safety and
togetherness,” she said.
Our Place After School
Care, kindergarten and other

early childhood support
services operate in Winlaw
Elementary School with
financial support from the
Ministry of Education and
Columbia Basin Trust. These
programs are part of the 10year ChildCareBC Plan,
as the Province works to
build an inclusive universal
childcare system that meets
growing childcare needs in
BC communities.
The Seamless Day
program was initiated by the
Province of BC in 2019 and
began in four BC elementary
schools. It has now expanded
to 21 schools, including
Winlaw Elementary.

Our Place is a new after-school care program in the new modular building at
Winlaw Elementary.
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La Cafamore trio returns to Silverton
submitted
After two years of involuntary
silence, La Cafamore resumes its
concerts with piano trios by Arensky
and Piazzolla. They are performing at
Silverton Memorial Hall on March 26
at 7:30 pm.
It’s been two years since La Cafamore
has gotten together to perform – in fact,

they were about to perform their ‘Tango
King and the One Hit Wonder’ program
when the pandemic hit. “We were days
from getting together,” says violinist
Carolyn Cameron, “and then, we all
know what happened. It is such a great
program, with some of the most beautiful
melodies in the classical music repertoire.
The cello part in the Arensky piano trio

Carolyn Cameron (violin) is joined by Nina Horvath on piano and Maria Wang on cello to play
Arensky’s piano trio #1 and Piazzolla’s ‘4 Seasons of Buenos Aires’ in Silverton on March 26.

#1 is to die for.”
Cellist Maria Wang has been looking
forward to playing the piece since she and
Cameron planned the concert three years
ago. “Right from the start, you hear a
beautiful melodic line passed back and
forth between the violin and cello. It’s
wonderful. Then the third movement is
Arensky’s tribute to Karl Davydov, a
famous Russian cellist who had recently
died.”
The piano part is as challenging as
any romantic repertoire, keeping pianist
Nina Horvath on her toes.
Rounding off the program is
Piazzolla’s ‘4 Seasons of Buenos Aires,’ a
collection of four tangos written originally
as stand-alone pieces for violin, electric
guitar, piano, double bass and bandoneon.
“Any time one hears ‘The Four Seasons,’ a
piece is going to be compared to Vivaldi’s
iconic work. In this case, the title is where
the similarity ends,” says Cameron.
“Although several arrangements have
tried to combine the two pieces, I don’t
think that Piazzolla’s intent was to base
the music on Vivaldi’s. This particular
arrangement does not attempt to merge
the two works.”
Piazzolla’s four pieces are
elaborations on Argentinian tangos and
don’t have the programmatic story line
that accompanies Vivaldi’s seasons.
Since this concert has been postponed
by two years, does that mean that La
Cafamore has had two years to work on
the program? Cameron laughs. “I suppose
in theory, but it gets awfully lonely
practicing trio music all by yourself.”
La Cafamore’s concerts have each
artist working on the parts alone before
getting together prior to the concerts to
put it all together.
And while it’s pretty clear who the
tango king is in this mix, who is this “one

13
hit wonder”?
“That would be Anton Arensky” says
Cameron “and it’s really not true. Arensky
was a famous Russian composer in his
day. He even has a glacier in Antarctica
named after him.”
In spite of this, he is largely unheard
of aside from classical string players,
hence the title for this concert.

La Cafamore takes their tour to
the communities of Silverton, Trail,
Kimberley, Golden and Fernie.
Cost: $15
Advance Tickets: lacafamore@
gmail.com
*Proof of vaccination may be
required at the door depending on current
provincial public health mandates.
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NKLCSS welcomes change and opportunities
submitted
Have you ever wondered what
North Kootenay Lake Community
Services Society does? NKLCSS is
a Kaslo-based non-profit organization
that has been offering many cherished
programs and services in the
community for 46 years, since 1976.
The organization delivers
programs that support residents in

all stages of their lives. Mothercare
provides new mothers with pregnancy
support and connections to other new
parents. Early Years programming
operates the Family Centres in Kaslo
and Meadow Creek, providing
support and activities for children
up to five years old and their parents.
Youth programming is supported
through the newly renovated Kaslo

Guurtje (Trudy) van
Goor Broughton
1928 - 2022

It is with a heavy heart that
we say goodbye to our mom.
After 94 years on this earth she
is ready for a good rest.
She was born in Sint Maarten
North Holland and is the last of
her immediate family.
Trudy started working at
the age of nine, cleaning for her
Gramma and at twelve had to quit
school to help support her family
of nine. A real heartbreak for someone who wanted to become a doctor.
Mom and our Dad, Jack van Goor (her first husband) immigrated to this
wonderful country of Canada in 1952 to carve out a better life for all of us.
Mom was a wonderful cook, baker and an outstanding gardener. She
was happiest with her hands in the dirt, planting rows of vegetables and
beautiful flowers, sharing with those who stopped by, a strong cup of coffee,
baked goodies and a “roll your own” cigarette, if you were so inclined.
She lived life to the fullest on her own terms, making every day count,
never to bed when sick, just pushing on. Trudy is survived by her children
Albert van Goor, Annie Purse, her first husband, Jack van Goor and their
families, as well as the families of her late husband, Frank Broughton
of New Denver. Also important in her life, and ours, is her dear friend
Arlene Yofonoff, who was always there for her when Albert and Annie
could not be.
We are grateful for the wonderful care mom received from the doctors
and staff at the Pavilion in New Denver.
As a self-proclaimed “Gypsy,” to hear Trudy’s hearty laugh was to
bring a smile to your face.
Tot Ziens Mom Veel Liefs

Youth Centre. Food Cupboards
in Kaslo and Meadow Creek and
weekly Saturday Market throughout
the farming season provide access
to food. The organization also offers
counselling programs for children,
youth and their families; resources
and support for victims of a crime or
tragedy; safety, support and advocacy
for women who have experienced
violence; and support to elders
through the Seniors Coordinator.
Wela’lin, one of NKLCSS’s newer
programs, focuses on healing supports
for people with Indigenous ancestry
in the community.

Co-leadership: a new
model

With over 20 staff members and
a wide variety of programming to

coordinate and oversee, the NKLCSS
board recently identified a strong need
for a new and collaborative leadership
model that would bring together
different strengths and provide
sustainable leadership for years to
come. After much planning and
consultation, NKLCSS is pleased to
announce they have hired a leadership
team who will share the executive
director role. Long-time employees
Jane Ballantyne, Jana Gmur and
Patrick Steiner bring many years of
experience at NKLCSS to their new
job roles and are excited to work
together to continue delivering the
wide array of valuable programs and
services offered by NKLCSS.

Board members wanted

NKLCSS staff is aided by
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many fabulous volunteers who offer
their time and skills to help make
the organization’s programming a
success. The society is currently
seeking volunteers to join the board of
directors. Board volunteers contribute
greatly to the vision of the organization
and are responsible for supporting
the leadership team and providing
valuable feedback and insight into all
programs. Volunteering is a satisfying
way to contribute to the well-being of
this beautiful community. Interested
parties are invited to call the office at
353-7691, check out a video about
the rewards of board participation or
fill out a board member application.
These can be found at the NKLCSS
website under the ‘Get Involved’ tab
at www.nklcss.org.

The leadership team of NKLCSS: Jana Gmur, Patrick Steiner, Joanna Temple (board chair), Jane Ballantyne.

Kaslo resident a ‘happy camper’ after
scoring $50K Scratch & Win prize
submitted
Winning $50,000 from a BCLC
Happy Camper Scratch & Win ticket
was a happy coincidence for Breann
Hallstrom.
“Holy crap, I was in disbelief,”
she said of the moment she
discovered she won. “I usually
scratch my tickets on December 28,
which is the day my dad passed,
and it’s a nice coincidence I won on
a Happy Camper ticket, as my dad

loved to camp.”
The Kaslo resident purchased
her ticket from the local Esso station.
She says she enjoys playing BCLC’s
Scratch & Win tickets because it was
a Christmas tradition for her and her
father.
Hallstrom plans to get a new
tattoo with some of her prize, and
also looks forward to treating herself
to a new bedroom set and paying
down some of her mortgage.

DESPERATELY WANTED

A MOBILE HOME CHASSIS (no building on it)
To re-locate a Heritage House:
THE HOUSE OF JOYFUL TIDINGS
Presently located in the Orchard, New Denver

For more information, please leave a message at:
250-358-7797
– Thank you –

Breann Hallstrom of Kaslo won $50,000 on a Scratch & Win ticket.
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Buy Local campaign launches in Nakusp
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submitted
‘Buy local’ – it’s a slogan we’re
all familiar with and understand as
an ideal to strive for, but sometimes
that online shopping is really calling
our name. What does it even really
mean to buy local? Sure, we go to
the store for groceries, clothes, soap.
We grab a coffee on our way to work
and book our pups a spa day at the
groomer. We’re doing our part! But
have we ever stopped to reflect on
the deeper benefits of supporting local
businesses?
Well, through the generous
support of the Columbia Basin
Trust (CBT) and the Nakusp and
Area Development Board (NADB),
Nakusp’s own Jo Law is on a mission
to share her excitement about the
wonderful world of shopping small.
When Jo arrived in Nakusp nearly
five years ago, she fell in love with
the village and its people. In the

summer of 2019, she tasked the
village to help her create a gift basket
for some newlyweds honeymooning
in the village. The response was
immediate and breathtaking! Not
only had the village banded together
to make this happen, the results were
exquisite. Locally made cards, locally
grown flowers, locally crafted wine,
chocolates, a cheese board, even salsa,
organic lip balm, laundry detergent
and more! All local! The couple was
positively blown away.
It was at this moment that Jo
decided to focus her attention on
showcasing local villagers and their
talents to a broader audience, and
a few months later, The Branchery
was born. The Branchery began as an
online store with a farmers’ market
vibe, initially showcasing a humble
yet enthusiastic group of vendors. The
online shop launched in November
of 2019 just in time for the holidays

and COVID-19 lockdowns. With
The Branchery, customers could
shop a variety of local goods while
online from the safety of their own
home. This year, with things slowly
opening up and returning to a state of
normalcy, The Branchery is pivoting
toward a more inclusive model that
would involve more of the local goods
and services offered by the villagers
of Nakusp and the surrounding area.
This vision is now becoming reality.
With support from CBT and NADB,
The Branchery has resources to really
splash out with a dream campaign:
#BuyLocalNakusp22.
This campaign has three
components. The first component
is not overly sexy but incredibly
necessary: A Business Directory.
Nakusp is in desperate need of an
inclusive, all-encompassing, up-todate way to search what is available
and connect with our businesses.

The second component is inspired
by that gorgeous initial gift basket: The
#BuyLocalNakusp22 Card. Everyone
is free to participate. As of February
20, 2022, cards will be available to
pick up at several participating shops.
Customers will keep this card to carry
with them while shopping normally as
one does. Anytime a minimum $10
purchase is made with a Nakusp and
area-based business, the store owner/
associate/service provider will write
the business’ name and initial a space
on the backside of the card. Once all
10 spaces are completely filled in
along with the skill-testing question
and contact details, the customer then
drops the Card at Homegrown Market
to be entered in a draw for amazing
locally curated prizes! Three names
will be drawn every quarter of this
year (The fourth Friday of March,
June, September and December
of 2022) and the winners will be

contacted immediately for delivery.
The third component is also sure to
be great fun: advertising! Inspired by
old-school cheesy local commercials
of yesteryear, Jo and her sidekick
Raeanna Sinclair have paired up and
are set to produce a number of ads for
Nakusp and area businesses, ranging
from commercials to interviews to
shoutouts. Look forward to those
sprinkled throughout the year across
your popular social media platforms.
Needless to say, there is a fair bit
of work ahead this year to make this
all happen, and again, none of it would
be possible right now without support
from CBT and NADB. These last few
years have been extremely difficult on
businesses, so this campaign really is a
light at the end of the tunnel, renewing
our commitment to strengthening our
community by supporting one another.
For those wishing to connect, please
reach out to info@branchery.ca.

by Jan McMurray
The Columbia Basin Trust has
announced that 19 projects have been
awarded Food Access and Recovery
grants. Four of those projects are in
the Valley Voice coverage area.
T h e We s t K o o t e n a y

Permaculture Co-op, otherwise
known as Kootenay Food, has
received $71,000 to develop a
selection of freeze-dried products
that will serve vulnerable populations
and create a social enterprise targeted
to campers. This will happen in the

by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
The Regional District of Central
Kootenay is going to look at ways to
improve governance of local transit
services.
The move is prompted by the
recent adoption of the new West
Kootenay Transit Future Service
Plan. The plan includes 39 ideas
and 11 infrastructure proposals for
improving the transit service in the
region.
It’s up to the RDCK board to
decide on the order of implementation
of the ideas in the plan, but staff say
there is currently no efficient way for
the board to do this.
Directors currently have “adhoc meetings” to discuss transit
services, says a report by staffperson
Tom Dool, and these meetings do
not “allow for the affected service
participants to meet and engage in
the subject material in a timely or
comprehensive fashion.”
Dool says the West Kootenay
Transit Committee is not the
appropriate venue for these
discussions, as it deals with broader
system-wide issues – not with the
more on-the-ground issues in the
Transit Future Service Plan. Also, the
West Kootenay Transit Committee
has members from BC Transit as well
as the RDCK board.
Dool says the Transit Future
Service Plan should first be
considered by the directors of the
electoral areas and municipalities that
the transit systems serve. Decisions
of this group would then go to the
RDCK board, and then to the West
Kootenay Transit Committee to

determine the impacts on the system
as a whole.
“ To f a c i l i t a t e a t i m e l y
implementation process and efficient
use of the Board’s time, the Board
may wish to consider affording the
participants of the services which
fund West Kootenay Transit the
opportunity to meet regularly to
discuss and prioritize which service
options and infrastructure projects
staff should be directed to pursue,”
Dool says in his report.
“I am thrilled by this report,”
said Silverton director Leah Main,
who has chaired the West Kootenay
Transit Committee. “This report
highlights how dysfunctional this
structure is for the current realities.
So I welcome this look at potentials
for restructuring… the way it’s
constituted now, it’s just not able to
respond to changing and emerging
realities in a way that works for all
of our constituents.”
Dool says the West Kootenay
Transit Committee is still needed,
but its terms of reference and its role
should be reviewed and updated.
“As transit ridership has grown
by about 60% since the committee
established itself in 2013, it may
be timely to review the role of the
committee,” the report points out.
West Kootenay taxpayers pay
about $1.45 million annually for
transit service. In the Valley Voice
readership area, the system provides
buses from Nakusp, Kaslo and
Slocan to the trunk line between
Castlegar and Nelson.
Directors voted to have staff
look into governance options and
report back.

Slocan Valley, Nelson and Castlegar.
Arrow and Slocan Lakes
Community Services has received
$140,000 to create a commercial
kitchen, cold storage facility and
community gardens.
Kaslo and area’s North
Kootenay Lake Community
Services Society has received
$49,600 to purchase and install a
walk-in freezer at the Kaslo Food
Hub, and to hire a food recovery
assistant.
“Our food recovery program
receives food from about 20 local
businesses, including grocers,
bakeries, caterers, ski lodges and
also local farms and backyard
gardeners. This food makes up
about three-quarters of the food we
give out at our food cupboards in
Kaslo and Meadow Creek, with the
remainder being food we purchase.
So the food recovery program is
very important to the functioning of
our food cupboard service. Without
it, we would have much less food
to give out,” says Patrick Steiner of
NKLCSS.
Steiner says the freezer will
help immensely by providing more
space to store frozen foods they
receive or make on site through

food processing. The food recovery
assistant will work with existing
staff and volunteers to make sure
that any food not good enough to
distribute when received is processed
into salsas, sauces, pestos, spreads
or other fresh, frozen or dehydrated
foods that can be distributed through
the food cupboards.
“This both reduces food waste,
and increases the amount of food
we can give out to people in need,”
Steiner said.
The Johnsons Landing
Community Association has
received $44,625 to purchase a
walk-in cooler/freezer and install it in
a building adjacent to the community
hall.
“This is part of what we’re doing
to help our community be well
situated in case of an emergency,” said
Karen Newmoon of the association.
She said the cooler/freezer will
mostly be for individual use – several
community members live off-grid
and have no way to refrigerate or
freeze food at the moment – but will
also be used as a place to share excess
food. “If someone has a huge harvest
of green beans, for example, they’ll
be able to let the community know to
go to the cooler and help themselves.”

The CBT funding covers 80% of
the project cost, and RDCK Area D
is providing the other 20%.
“We appreciate the support from
CBT, and from Director Aimee
Watson,” said Newmoon. “We
are doing things this year that we
could never have done without their
support.”
Newmoon says the need for the
cooler/freezer was first identified in
2014, and two community surveys
were done before applying for the
grant. “Twenty-eight out of 30
responses were positive,” she said.
Newmoon also noted that the
community is now in an excellent
position to make good use of locally
grown food during harvest time,
as the CBT funded a culinary tool
library last year. The community now
owns equipment such as dehydrators,
pressure canners, a smoker, a food
processor, a blender, a cider press,
a vacuum sealer, an air fryer, a meat
grinder, a grain grinder and more.

Food Recovery grants announced by CBT

RDCK to review governance of
regional transit service

Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work,
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal
WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS

359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539
3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN
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RDCK taxes rise in Slocan Valley, but impact on homeowners’ bills varies
by John Boivin, Local
Journalism Initiative reporter
Rising fire and emergency
service costs, the pandemic,
and meeting service level needs
for a growing population will
push regional government
taxes up in the Slocan Valley.
Officials from the RDCK
held two online budget
workshops on February 22
and 28 to explain this year’s
proposed budget and the
impact on taxes for Slocan
Valley residents.
“The theme of the year was
emergency preparedness,” said
RDCK Chief Administrative
Officer Stuart Horn, citing the
disasters of 2021 like wildfire,
floods and the pandemic. “That
continued to impact us in 2021,
and will continue to do so in
2022.”
In Area H (Slocan Valley),
the projection is for an overall
tax increase of 11.3%; the
Village of New Denver mirrors
that increase, at 11.59%;
Silverton taxpayers will be

asked for about the same
amount as last year, with just a
1.28% jump. But for the Village
of Slocan, it’s a different story
– the RDCK’s tax request is
jumping a whopping 28.8%.
RDCK directors are in the
budget deliberation process
now, and the board has held
online meetings in recent
weeks to consult with the
public in each regional district
area.

Regional budget
drivers

In his presentation, Horn
explained there were several
drivers pushing this year’s
overall budget increase for the
regional district.
The cost of providing
emergency services is
rising, as new standards for
equipment and training are
being enforced by provincial
fire officials and insurance
companies. More emergency
planning is underway after
last year’s summer fire scares.
A fire training officer has to

New arrivals – Slogger
garden boots, ankle boots
& shoes. Great colours
to choose from. Look out
Mud, here we come.

Pet Food and Farm
Animal Feed

Straw Bales
$13.00

Spring is just around the corner,
the wheelbarrows have arrived.

2 1/2” & 4”
Flowering Plants
& Tropicals –
African violets,
cyclamen,
kalanchoe,
rosemary & more
• multiplant
bowls & planters

Seedling starter
trays, domes,
inserts, soils, seeds

Drywall in
stock

Electrical Supplies!!!

Pelican Trek 60 snow sled, ideal for snowmobiles &
carrying large loads $119.99
Pelican Trek 75 snow sleds $259.00 ea
Save $39, now $220.99 ea
Open 9-5 Mon-Fri, 10-4 Sat, Closed Sunday

be hired, and improvements
are underway to emergency
communications – all bigticket items.
“Fire protection makes up
30-55% of our regional tax
notices,” said Horn, noting
in the region there was aging
equipment that needed to be
repaired or replaced, including
a new command vehicle, water
carrier and breathing apparatus
at various Area H fire halls.
“There’s a lot of pressure
on these services, and a lot of
increasing costs that directors
and staff are trying to manage,”
he said.
COVID and pandemicrelated health measures
slashed transit and recreation
revenues, and increased costs.
The RDCK was out of pocket
about $400,000 because of
the pandemic, Horn said,
and the $1.2 million dollars
in emergency funding from
the Province is “less than the
quantifiable impact to the
RDCK services.”
The RDCK main office in
Nelson needs a new roof. Horn
said labour shortages, supply
chain delays and skyrocketing
material costs are affecting the
scheduling and budgets for
construction projects large and
small across the district.
New organic waste
recycling processing
facilities are being built in
Salmo and Creston; other
waste management costs are
increasing as a general trend,
as provincial regulations
tighten. For Area H and the
municipalities, the budget ask
for waste management is up
3% this year.
New hires this year include
a bylaw officer and a building
inspector. A long-delayed chief
financial officer position is

Next Valley Voice
Deadline:
March 18,
2022

also being filled. One or two
lower-level staff positions are
also coming on board to help
planning staff at peak periods,
but those costs will be offset by
the revenue brought in by those
departments.
Other administration costs
are rising as well – but some,
like planning, actually turned
a small profit last year for the
regional district.
People living in areas
served by RDCK-run
community water systems in
South Slocan and Rosebery
will see a 10% increase this
year, but no increase in their
parcel tax.
Some of the other local
drivers on taxes include
$50,000 to be spent on studying
and planning for the Campbell
Field recreation complex, and
improvements to existing parks
and trails in the entire valley.

Assessment influence

Taxpayers were concerned
in January when provincial
property assessment notices
came in with some staggering
figures. In Area H, property
values jumped 21%; in
Silverton, 16.9%; and New
Denver 38.16%. The Village of
Slocan, however, stands out. It
had one of the highest property
assessment increases in the
province, with a jump of 56%.
H o w e v e r, H o r n w a s
careful to note that a big
jump in assessment doesn’t
directly affect taxation. That’s
because, as a result of the
higher assessments, local
governments were able to set
their mill rate much lower this
year. (That’s the number the
government multiplies your
property assessment value by
to calculate your taxes).
In New Denver, the mill
rate fell by 19.2%; in Silverton,

-13.39%; Slocan, -17.32%; and
in Area H, an 8.05% drop.
“So even though a
taxpayer’s assessment may
have gone up 25%, it won’t
necessarily translate into a 25%
tax increase,” Horn explained.
One way the increase in
the value of the properties does
affect the tax increase is through
the payment for services the
municipal governments share
with the rural area, like fire
and rescue.
In Slocan’s case, a bigger
overall assessment means
Slocan property owners do
have to take on a slightly
larger percentage of the cost
of services they share with the
rural residents.
“In terms of our shared
services, we’ve really been
feeling the budget pressure,
with significant increases in the
fire service, as well as transit,”
says Mayor Jessica Lunn.
“It’s an ongoing conversation.
We have some super-valued
services, but what we have
to increasingly push back on,
is that we have to keep that
budget in check. Because it’s
definitely been the highest
increases the Village has seen
for its share for services.”
U l t i m a t e l y, t h o u g h ,
Slocan’s tax increase of 28%
is not that much in real dollars
– about $34,000.
“Last year the entire
Village of Slocan taxation was
just under $111,000. So adding
$11,000 to the tax bill would
be about a 10% increase,” said
Horn. “Really, if you’re looking
at the $34,000 increase, that’s
to cover an increase in the fire
service, and another $1,000 on
transit, which are Slocan’s two
most costly services.”

The taxman cometh –
mostly kindly

When the final numbers
are crunched, the tax burden
actually eases a bit for
many homeowners – again,
depending on their assessment.
A New Denver resident
with a home assessed at
$200,000 would pay $219.34 in
taxes this year, up from $177.11
in 2021, the RDCK report says.
In Silverton, a resident with
the same home assessment
would actually pay less this
year, $199.10 instead of
$229.88.
For Area H residents north
of New Denver, a $200,000
home would pay $327.79 to the
RDCK this year, down about
$55 from last year.
Residents in Slocan village
and Area H South pay for
different services than the
North, resulting in the different
tax bills.
Based on the current
proposed budget, the owner
of a $250,000 home in Area
H South would be looking at a
$552.29 tax bill from the local
government. That’s down from
$620.18 paid in 2021.
The same $250,000
homeowner, if living in the
village of Slocan, would
receive a $447.86 bill from the
RDCK this year, according to
the preliminary budget, down
nearly $100, from $541.68 in
2021.
Of course, the higher your
assessment, the more you will
pay – and most assessments
went up.
The RDCK taxes will only
be one part of the property
tax bill that goes out this
spring. It will also include a
requisition from the school
district, regional hospital
district, and other agencies,
and for village residents, from
the municipality.

and stockpile the overburden
and topsoil over the proposed
extraction area. This will allow
the extraction of pit run over
the life of this application.
We feel there is an extensive
area of potential for pit run
extraction in this application
area, and the potential goes
beyond this five-year initial
application.”
The area was identified
as a potential gravel pit in
the 1970s, and was logged
and stripped of overburden
at that time, but was not
permitted, Davis explains in
the application. “Fortunately,
whoever did this retained
some if not all of the topsoil/
overburden,” he says, and it
is stockpiled on the site. It
would be used to reclaim the
site at the end of the project,
Davis says. The site would
be re-contoured to a stable
sloped area using waste and

undisturbed gravels, then
topped with the stockpiled
topsoil/overburden, and
seeded.
The application says
there has been some road
development work on the
south side of the proposed
licence of occupation area,
and Asher Creek FSR is on
the northeast border.
An unnamed water course
is located within the proposed
area, Davis says, and a buffer
of at least 10 metres would be
maintained around it.
The property is not within
the ALR and not within the
provincial forest boundary,
he says, and there are no
plans to build any permanent
structures there.
A copy of the application
is available online at comment.
nrs.gov.bc.ca – search for file
4406200. Comments can be
made from the website.

Gravel pit proposed near Trout Lake
by Jan McMurray
An application for a
gravel pit near Trout Lake
has been submitted to the
Province by Davis Mining
and Exploration Corporation.
The public comment period is
open until March 18.
The proposed pit is
located just across the lake,
2.5 kilometres south of
the community, along the
Asher Creek Forest Service
Road. Davis has applied for
a licence of occupation for
6.15 hectares.
“This project is a fiveyear plan to extract 5,000
tonnes per year,” Davis says
in the application. “Initial
development will be to strip
Nakusp Rotary may have a place
for you!

Contact Sara Collinson for details.
saracoll@telus.net
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Nakusp council, February 28: Water use rules laid out in bylaw refresh
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter

Private home project
approved for waterfront

The setback changes a private
developer wants to build a home on
the waterfront next to the Leland
Hotel was approved by council at its
February 28 meeting.
Jeff and Halee Fried want to
build a one-storey, mid-centurystyle wood-and-glass-fronted
private home facing the lake on
the downtown property, located on
4th Avenue across from the historic
hotel. They asked to be allowed
to reduce the setback along a side
alley to 1.5 metres for a garage, and
to reduce the setback for the side of
the house facing the Leland to five
metres from six.
“The applicants are requesting
the above variances to setbacks to
provide more space separating the
buildings,” the report states.
The application generated some
controversy on social media, with
residents debating online whether the
Village should allow single-family
housing in the waterfront zone. But
Village Chief Administrative Officer
Wayne Robinson said it’s been
allowed for a long time.
“In 2011, there was a bylaw
amendment to allow single-family
dwellings in that zone,” he says,
“which there already are – single
family dwellings on those types of
properties.
“If there’s a use allowed in a
zone, council doesn’t have the ability
to go against the bylaw and refuse
that use,” explains Robinson. “That
would be grossly unfair.”
Council will look further into
the issue. They’ve asked consultants
how the Village might discourage
new single-family dwellings in the
lakefront and core commercial zones.
Council approved the
development variance permit
allowing the changes to the setbacks.
The developers still have to submit
their development permit application
to proceed further.

Gardeners, fill your
watering cans

The Village will soon have
clearer rules about how and when
residents can water their gardens.
Council passed the first three
readings of a new water conservation
bylaw at its February 28 meeting.
“The bylaw proposes water
restriction stages that are fair to the
public, but the ability to act quickly
to respond to the operating needs of
the Village’s water treatment and
distribution system,” says a report
to council.
The bylaw will see four stages of
water conservation put in place, each
level more restrictive. Stage 4 “will
only be used if the water treatment
and distribution system is somehow
compromised (e.g. power outage, or
water treatment plant failure)” says
the report. Stage 1 will come into
force automatically on May 1 of each
year, and all stages automatically end
after September 30. The CAO and
director and operations can enact

the different stages, but the public
will be notified first via the website,
social media and public notice place.
The system will no longer be tied
to the provincial drought code, but
“instead [will] reflect the availability
and usage of the Village’s water
resources and systems.” (See sidebar)
Even-numbered houses can
water on even-number days, and
vice-versa for odd-numbered homes.
Under Stages 1 and 2, people using
a hose and sprinkler are allowed to
water between 6 and 9 am, and 8
and 11 pm. Underground systems
can operate from midnight to 6 am.
There are no restrictions to water
use under Stages 1 and 2 if you are
hand-watering or drip-irrigating
flower gardens, vegetable gardens,
decorative planters, shrubs or trees.
You can also wash your car or boat,
and fill your pool, hot tub or bird bath
at any time or on any day under the
first two stages.
“Effort was given to make the
restrictions easy to understand,
yet legally enforceable should
enforcement action be required,”
the report says.
Violators could face $150 fines
for breaking the rules, which rise
as high as $450 under a Stage 4
violation. However, the Village says
it’s not looking to hand out fines.
“Community-wide
communication and violator
education will be the first
enforcement action taken,” says the
report. “Enforcement through fines
will only be contemplated for repeat
offenders, or those who blatantly
choose to disregard the bylaw.”
The Village will hire a water
ambassador for the summer months
who’ll focus on education and
awareness of water conservation.

Tourism board nixes
CAO as rep

Nakusp’s CAO won’t be sitting
on the board of the Arrow Slocan
Tourism Association after all.
The directors of the regional
tourism group have rejected the
Village’s offer to have CAO Wayne
Robinson sit on the board.
In a letter dated February 16,
the board told council it felt that
Robinson’s appointment “will create
uncertainty surrounding the nature
of his role on the Board,” the letter

from AST President Andrea Ryman
states. “Specifically, whether the
seat is being occupied by a local
government representative or by an
accommodation owner/operator.”
The board operates with tourism
business owners/operators having a
majority.
“As a prerequisite, an applicant
must be directly involved in the dayto-day operations of the business,”
the letter continues. “To help support
us in maintaining a balance of
interests on our Board, the applicant
must also hold a role that remains
at arm’s length from the Village of
Nakusp Council.”
The idea had first come up in
a conversation the Village’s new
CAO had with the tourism body’s
executive director soon after arriving
in town. He learned that despite
efforts to find someone, the Arrow
Lakes accommodation sector did not
have a rep on the board.
Robinson, who was active for
many years in regional tourism
organizations in the East Kootenay,
told council in January he would sit
on the board on a volunteer basis.
Council okayed the idea.
However, the rejection letter
suggests an employee/operator at
the hot spring chalets might be a
better choice.
“A quick advance conversation
typically serves to avoid any
confusion surrounding Board
member prerequisites,” Ryman
concluded helpfully.
Council received the letter as
information.

Cemetery review

A routine review of the operations
of the Village cemetery by the
Province’s consumer watchdog
has prompted a few tweaks to the
cemetery bylaw.
The review, done last November,
looked at the way the Village
manages plots, contracts, trust funds,
record keeping, bylaws, and more.
“Upon completion of the
inspection it was determined that
the bylaw required two amendments
on the internment right contracts,”
a report to council said. The items
are relatively minor, about taxes on
price sheets and details on terms of
payments for contracts.
Council passed the amendments
to ensure the bylaw complies with

Nakusp’s water stages
Here’s a brief synopsis of
each water conservation stage
proposed by the Village of
Nakusp.
Stage 1: Lawn and garden
watering is restricted to every
other day, determined by having
an even or odd house number,
restricted to two different time
periods per day. All water use is
allowed using a hose, or microdrip irrigation, at any time of the
day on any day. Special times are
set aside for automated in-ground
lawn sprinkler systems.
Stage 2: The same as stage 1,
except lawn and garden watering
is restricted to two days a week

per property; days are determined
by the property having an even or
odd street address number.
Stage 3: No watering of lawns
permitted on any days by any
means or any system. Vehicles
or boats can only be washed
using buckets of water – no
hose. No washing of driveways,
no sprinklers for play, no filling
of pools or hot tubs. Gardens,
planters, trees and shrubs may
still be watered by hand or with
micro-drip irrigation.
Stage 4: Water may only be
used for maintenance of health
and safety of a person or domestic
animal, and for fire suppression.

the provincial Consumer Protection
Act.

Food vendor application
uncovers flaw in bylaws

The Arrow Lakes’ funkiest food
wagon is coming back for another
season at the beach in Nakusp, but the
owner’s application has uncovered a
problem with the Village’s rules
governing mobile food vendors:
there aren’t many.
Jo Law has operated the Tasty
Times Vegan Eatery for five years
by the beach, and asked for a licence
to operate at the same spot again
in 2022. Her application seemed
in order, so council approved it.
But CAO Wayne Robinson told
council Tasty Times’ application had
exposed an issue with the Village’s
30-year-old Business License Bylaw,
which was updated in 2020.
“When this bylaw was written,
all provisions dealing with mobile
food vendor carts were not included
in the bylaw; currently there are no
provisions in any village bylaws
dealing with mobile food vendors”
other than the need for a business
licence, he wrote in a report.
Robinson told the Valley Voice
that regulations for mobile vendors
have to consider fairness for brickand-mortar restaurants in town,
should assess potential set-up sites
for health, traffic impact, utilities,
and waste disposal as well as set
fair fees.
“I just want to ensure Council has
the ability to provide consistent and
fair consideration of all other mobile
food vendors that may approach the
village to set up,” he told the Voice.
Robinson said staff needed some
time to do more research on the issue,
and would report back to council
before the end of the year with ideas
for policy or bylaw amendments.

reduce the impact of the pandemic
on operations.
Council approved using
$134,906 of the provincial COVID
Restart grant on loss of revenues at
the hot springs, arena and emergency
services building, reopening these
facilities, and technology upgrades
in 2021.
This will still leave more than
$460,000 in the fund, staff said.
It can be applied to expenditures
caused by the coronavirus over the
next few years.

Even small ads get
noticed in the
Valley Voice.
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LOOKING FOR A
SPECIAL HOME

Life has not been kind to our handsome
“Valentino”. Recent events have left him
frightened and traumatized. He is starting to purr but is scared of more than
one person or other animals. PALS is
looking for someone calm, patient and
gentle to help this beautiful adult kitty
feel safe, secure and loved. To find out
how YOU can help, phone PALS at
250-265-3792.

WEEKLY SPONSOR:

COVID grant

The Village will be getting a
little financial bump from a fund to

Nakusp
(250) 265-3635 www.selkirkrealty.com

Contract Opportunity
Recreation Program Coordinator

REC Commission #4, in collaboration with the Village of Nakusp
and the RDCK Area K, is seeking a motivated individual with a love
for community recreation. The mandate for this contract position is to
develop, organize, and communicate recreation opportunities for Nakusp
and Area residents, while seeking to increase participation in recreation
activities and the use of village and area recreation facilities.
Compensation:
• 12 month contract position, up to 10 hours per week as needed.
• $20,000 compensation for 12 month’s service.
• Liability insurance coverage to be a provided to the successful applicant
at the cost of the RDCK and Village of Nakusp.
Interested parties should visit www.nakusp.com/village-office/jobs/
for a complete description of duties and required qualifications for this
contract position. Please provide a resume and a cover letter detailing
why you believe you are the best candidate for this contract, no later than
March 4, 2022 at 4 pm, to:
By Mail:Attn: Wayne Robinson, CAO
Village of Nakusp
PO Box 280
Nakusp BC, V0G 1R0
Email: cao@nakusp.com
In person: 91 1st Street NW. Nakusp, BC.
Please note: The successful candidate will be an independent
contractor and will not be considered an employee or agent of the Village
or the RDCK.
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Kaslo council, February 22: Letter asks PHO to lift the mandates as soon as safely possible
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter

Letter sent to PHO

The Village has threaded its way
through the minefield of community
division on vaccine mandates to
send a carefully worded letter to the
provincial health officer. Council
approved a letter calling on Dr.
Bonnie Henry to lift the health
mandates “as soon as safely possible.”
The letter says council had heard
from many residents who oppose
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Valley Voice!!!

Call toll free 1-833-501-1700
for details

the mandates “because of the social,
emotional and economic toll that
these measures are taking on some
individuals.” Later it mentions
that other residents support the
mandates and “remain concerned
about COVID-19 transmission and
the risks to individuals as well as the
healthcare system.”
“Emotions are running high and,
in the interest of resolving the growing
divisions within the community, we
would like to express the hope
shared by many residents, that the
government is looking at phasing out
mandates as soon as safely possible,”
says the diplomatically worded letter.
“We are optimistic that the Province
is exploring other strategies that
could be implemented to ensure a
reasonable level of safety for the
population.”
The letter concludes with council
offering that “if there are any ways
that we can assist in accelerating
the lifting of restrictions without
compromising the health of our

• Fresh Meat Cut Daily
• Fresh & Frozen Seafood
• Freezer Packs
• Deli Sandwiches to go
• Awesome Cheese Selection
• Fresh & Smoked Sausage
• Smoked Salmon
• Awesome Beef Jerky
• Custom Cutting
• Weekly Instore Specials

NORTH KOOTENAY LAKE COMMUNITY
SERVICES SOCIETY delivers programs for new
mothers, preschoolers, youth, adults, children and
seniors. We are currently looking for enthusiastic
board members to support our
organization. If you would like
to join us or learn more
about board involvement,
please call our office
(250-353-7691) or visit our
website at www.nklcss.org.

Kaslo & District
Community
Forest Society

2022 AGM

Wednesday, April 13th at 7:00 pm
– Venue to be announced –

If you want to:
- Become a new member and be able to vote at the AGM
- Submit a resolution to be put on the agenda, or
- Run for a seat on the Board of Directors
you must submit the required paperwork so that it is
received by 3:00 pm on Monday, March 14, 2022
*This is only a few days away, and is earlier than previous
years for the nomination process.
Forms may be picked up and dropped off at Sunnyside
Naturals, 404 Front St. Kaslo Mon - Sat 9-6; Sun 10-4, or
downloaded from our website.

To see currently submitted resolutions and nominations, go
to our website: www.kaslocommunityforest.org

community, please let us know.”
The letter was prompted by a
delegation of citizens who came to
council in February calling on the
Village to do its part to end the public
health mandates. The subsequent
council debate grew heated enough
that a councillor walked out of the
meeting. At the February 22 meeting,
however, Kellie Knoll took a more
reflective approach.
“At first I was disappointed with
the letter, that it didn’t reflect the
spirit of the delegation,” said Knoll,
who has been a critic of public
health measures since the start of
the pandemic. “But as I sat on it a
little longer, and I read Councillor
Leathwood’s little meme about
kindness, I realize it is just enough
to instill a little bit of hope in citizens
that council does listen and care about
what happens in the community.”

Seniors’ grant approved

The Village is going to pitch in
$10,000 to support improvements to
the Kaslo Seniors’ Hall.
The Kaslo Senior Citizens’
Association has successfully secured
a $60,413 grant from the Columbia
Basin Trust’s Seniors and Elders
Activity Fund towards building
accessibility and energy efficiency,
and to make it FireSmart. So the
Village will come through with the
$10,000 it promised for the project
last year through the Community
Development Fund.
Noting the $10,000 investment
supports a $75,500 project, staff said
the project would also align with
corporate asset management goals.
“The grant funding will cover
80% of the cost of much-needed

capital improvements for this historic
municipal asset, without imposing
a significant burden on municipal
taxpayers,” the report concluded.
The Senior’s Association also
received an $8,100 grant from the
Columbia Basin Trust under their
Technology Grant program. Council
approved administering those funds
to the group without charge.

Website upgrade

The Village website is going to
get an early upgrade.
“Although we like the look of
the new website we got last year, it’s
a bit too onerous to maintain, kind
of complicated and not very well
organized,” said CAO Dunlop. “It’s
clear we need something a bit more
focused on what the municipality
needs.”
It’s also being prompted by the
news that the system that houses
all the Village’s agendas, minutes,
bylaws, policies and forms is being
shut down in November 2022. That
pretty well affects everything the
public needs to get from the Village,
from a beer tent licence to bylaw
information to details on every
council meeting held in the last
seven years.
All-Net Municipal Solutions,
a Winnipeg-based company that
develops software and web services
for municipal governments, won
the three-year contract. Council
approved spending $5,575 for this
first year of the contract.

2022 municipal grants
awarded

The Village has announced its
funding to community groups and
organizations for the spring of 2022:

Kaslo Baseball association - $500;
Hospice Society of North Kootenay
Lake - $350; Kaslo & Area Youth
Council - $500; Kootenay Lake
Innovation Centre - $350; KLISS/
Periwinkle - $350; Kaslo Outdoor
Recreation & Trails - $500; Kaslo
Search & Rescue - $350; Ladies
Auxiliary RCL #74 - $500; Kaslo &
District Library Association - $500;
Kaslo Racquet Club - $350; Kaslo
Senior Citizens’ Association - $350;
JVH Bursary - $400.

Costly engine swap

The Village’s ten-year-old loader
is getting some emergency surgery.
Last month the loader broke
down when a broken piston sleeve
allowed coolant to get into the engine.
The engine’s a loss, but the machine
should be good for several thousand
more hours of life. And with the cost
of buying a full replacement going
up, staff suggested an alternative.
“The most time-effective solution
is a drop-in replacement motor, which
takes a couple of weeks and has a
one-year warranty,” said Dunlop,
noting that the loader is an essential
piece of equipment, especially in
winter.
It’s a nasty unplanned $35,000
hit to the budget, including having
to withdraw $15,000 from the
equipment reserve. The Village will
put off buying new tires for the loader
for a year as a result. Staff will report
on where the rest of the money will
come from at a council meeting in
March.
The machine will have to be
shipped to Castlegar for the work to
be done. It should add another three
to five years to the life of the loader.

Kaslo Hospital Auxiliary – little-known facts
submitted
Did you know that the Hospital
Auxiliary in Kaslo is a charitable
society run by volunteers? That it
began by building a hospital? That it
supports community activities as well
as providing for the long-term care
residents at the Kaslo Hospital? That
it’s not just women? And it’s not just
adults? That $20 or more gets you a
charitable donation receipt?
In 1901, some Village ladies
decided that a hospital was needed and
began fundraising. That fundraising
tradition has continued steadily in
the form of teas, raffles, bake and
jewellery and craft sales, and operating
the Thrift Store. Much of the time,
almost all members were involved in
these events, but sometimes only one
or two kept things going.
The Victorian May Days teas, a
highlight of Kaslo’s famous May Day

celebration, featured youth servers and
patrons in period dress. The fashion
shows, featuring Thrift Store items,
were a hit! Sales of crafts, baking
and jewellery were enthusiastically
supported. Before the current iteration
of the hospital, the lower floor (current
Primary Health Centre) housed the
Thrift Store. Oh, what treasures were
around every corner.
While COVID intervened, the
auxiliary used the time for Thrift
Store improvements. They lost
income to support the community and
residents, and some older members
who were not able to attend virtual
monthly meetings. But look what they
accomplished: $20,897 donated to
residents’ comfort ($9,250), equipment
($2,147), community outreach
($2,700), and two bursaries ($6,800).
Sixty members volunteered 2,400
hours doing gardening, carpentry,

JB’s Pub and Restaurant
– Open for the season
Feb 10th
Thursday- Sunday
3- closing
Happy hour 3-6
Welcome Back!!

planning, scheduling, executive and
meeting tasks, Thrift Store (cleaning,
sorting, mending, organizing,
selling, recycling extraneous items),
community communication. The
Thrift Store is open four days a week
and offers recycled clothing and
household items, reducing landfill use.
Province-wide, 5,066 volunteers,
256 of them youth, belong to the 70
hospital auxiliaries in BC, and they put
in 680,175 hours in 2020 while raising
$8.1 million to donate to healthcare.
The auxiliary’s annual general
meeting will be held on April 4. All are
invited to learn more about VHKAS.
The board welcomes your volunteer
time to help them offer even more to
our community. Contact Dianna at
250-353-1037, or check the Facebook
page.

CORRECTION

In the February 24 edition of
the Valley Voice, a story about the
Regional District of Central Kootenay
placing a moratorium on taking over
community water systems contained
incorrect information. The story
indicated the RDCK was freezing any
acquisitions until 2027. In fact, the
board rejected that option, and will
keep the moratorium in place until June
2022, at which time RDCK staff will
issue a report on how and when new
system acquisitions should take place.

COMMUNITY
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Kaslo’s budget with small tax increase gets initial council approval
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
Homeowners in Kaslo will likely
pay a little bit more for municipal
services in 2022.
Council gave initial approval to
the Village’s draft budget at a special
meeting March 1.
Village CAO Ian Dunlop
told council that the provincial
funding the village received for
COVID-19 pandemic costs, along
with infrastructure grants and a small
operating surplus, has allowed them
to propose a budget calling for a
property tax increase of 5%.
That increase is needed to raise
the extra $39,000 in revenue the
Village will need this year to balance
the books.
What that means for the
individual homeowner’s pocketbook
depends on another factor – property
assessments. The typical house value
in Kaslo in 2021 was $315,466, and
jumped to more than $409,000 when
property assessments skyrocketed by
over 29% this year.
But that doesn’t mean taxes
would go up by that amount. That’s
because the hike in assessments was
nearly matched by the drop in the
Village’s mill rate, which is used to
calculate taxes. It went down just
over 21% as a result, says Dunlop.

“The Village portion of tax
on that house would have been
$904 last year and will go up to
around $960 this year,” explains
Dunlop. “So, taxes won’t go up by
29.77%. The increase (or decrease)
depends on how the value of an
individual property gets assessed by
BC Assessment.”
Mayor Suzan Hewat repeated
that point in commenting on the
fiscal plan.
“It’s going to be 5% for the
budget overall, but it’s not going to
be a hike on everyone’s tax bill,” she
said. “Our overall revenue may go
up 5%, but some people will realize
drops on their tax bill, depending on
their assessments. But I think we’re
managing to do a lot with grants, so
we don’t have to go to the taxpayer
to do these things.”
Interestingly, commercial
property values did not increase
by the same amount as residential
in Kaslo. The overall increase in
commercial values was 15.53% from
2021 to 2022, so many businesses
will actually see their property tax
decrease because the tax rate is going
down, Dunlop says.
“Unfortunately, this will shift
more of the tax burden to residential
properties,” he noted to the Valley
Voice.

Kaslo Youth Centre seeks
board members
submitted
The Kaslo Area Youth Council
(KAYC) has moved to a new location,
directly across the hall from Sunnyside
Natural Foods, 404 Front Street.
At the centre, KAYC offers two
weekly drop-in programs: Girls &
Non-Binary Drop In, Thursdays 3-6
pm, and Friday Night Drop-In 7-10
pm. They also offer Dungeons and
Dragons Adventure Club every second
Sunday 1-5 pm, by registration only.
All programs are free, and materials,
supplies and snacks are provided.
The annual membership drive will
happen this April.
KAYC is also currently recruiting
new board members. “All the
folks involved at the Kaslo Youth

Centre share a common belief that
youth voices need to be heard and
respected,” says Shannon Isaac,
KAYC coordinator. “We are invested
in developing adults with a sense of
compassion, responsibility, teamwork,
effective communication skills and a
fun-loving attitude toward life.”
KAYC was incorporated in May
of 1996 with the intention to provide
services and a facility that respond to
the needs and concerns identified by
young people ages 12 to 18, living
in Kaslo and along the north end of
Kootenay Lake.
Anyone with a spare hour or two
a month and interested in joining the
board can email kayc@kaslo.org or
call Shannon at 250-353-7780.

Telus has been rolling out its 5G
network – and it has arrived in the
Nakusp and New Denver areas.
“Existing network infrastructure
and cell towers have been upgraded
to provide 5G connectivity in these
communities. Residents do require a
5G-enabled device to access the 5G
network,” said a Telus spokesperson.
She said Kaslo and other parts of
the West Kootenay will gain access
to 5G in a later phase of the roll-out.
According to the Telus website,
5G promises up to ten times faster
internet speeds, higher capacity
and bandwidth, ultra-low latency
(delays) in transmission, almost
100% reliability, and up to one

square kilometre. However, residents
require a 5G-enabled device to
access the network.
To see a map with 5G coverage,
visit telus.com, go to the mobility tab,
then to ‘network and coverage’ and
scroll down to ‘check my coverage.’

5G comes to Nakusp and
New
Denver areas
by Jan McMurray
million devices supported in one
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The proposed budget includes
several projects planned in 2021, but
still awaiting funding in some cases.
It also includes wrapping up some
important projects from last year,
including the new Front Street Park.
In total, the Village plans to spend
about $3.7 million on operations and
capital projects this year.

Increase to sewer rates

Property owners will also see a
5% increase to their sewer rates this
year. The money will go towards
covering increasing operating costs.
As well, the Village plans to set
aside $61,000 from the water parcel
tax and $13,000 from the sewer
parcel tax revenues as reserve funds
for future projects, like a planned
expansion of the sewage treatment
plant.
“We know that the current
amounts going into reserve are on
the low side,” says Dunlop. “The
unpredictability of provincial and
federal infrastructure grant funding
means we have to be prepared to take
on large projects with our own funds,
as we are doing with the A Avenue
water main project.”
However, the water parcel tax
itself – which charges property
owners $1.10 for each foot of
frontage – will remain unchanged
this year.

Projects on the go

The budget also provides details
on major projects being planned
or completed by the Village this
year, including: A Ave. Watermain
replacement - $525,000; Kaslo
River Dike project - $346,033; arena
condenser and electrical - $218,900;
planning - $124,059; Front Street
Park - $62,000.

The big unknown is whether or
not the Village will secure grants from
higher levels of government to help
pay for those projects, particularly
for the A Avenue water main
replacement. If they don’t get support
from other governments, Dunlop
told council, “a budget revision and
possible loan authorization will be
necessary to proceed with this urgent
project.”
Councillors said they were happy
with what the staff had prepared for
the village for the next year.
“This budget is a breath of fresh
air,” said Councillor Kellie Knoll
at the end of the meeting. “It is not
reflecting inflation or cost rises in
other areas. I think staff and council
have done a great job in keeping it
realistic.”
“We have a lot of grant projects
on the go, and we tried to get as many
grants as possible,” added Molly
Leathwood. “And I think staff has done

a great job of making sure we aren’t
spending any money unnecessarily.
We talk about buying used equipment,
or revamping equipment rather than
buying new. So an increase in taxation,
but I think people get a really good
bang for their buck.”
This won’t be the last crack
at the budget council gets. Staff
received feedback on the proposed
budget, including suggestions on
other projects that might be started
using the COVID Restart funds,
which wouldn’t affect taxes.
They’ll take those suggestions
and incorporate what works into the
budget; the next budget meeting will
be in April.
The Village is also waiting for
the RDCK, School District 8 and
regional hospital district to finalize
their budgets and tax rates, for
inclusion on the tax bills. Those bills
should be in residents’ mailboxes in
mid-May.

VILLAGE OF
NEW DENVER
PUBLIC NOTICES

Centennial Campground
The Village of New Denver is currently accepting applications
for a Campground Attendant for the 2022 season.
For more information regarding this opportunity, please contact
the Village Office. Position will remain posted until filled. All
applicants are thanked for their interest – only those selected
for an interview will be contacted.
115 Slocan Avenue · P.O. Box 40, New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
(250) 358-2316 · office@newdenver.ca · www.newdenver.ca
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Awardwinning, hand-stretched artisan pizza.
250-353-2282.
SLOCAN VALLEY LEGACY FUND
grant applications and information available
at slocanvalleylegacy.com. Application
deadline is March 18.

AUTOMOTIVE

CT AUTOMOTIVE - Vehicle making
funny noises? New warning light on? Get
an expert opinion from someone you can
trust. Your first stop for affordable repair
and maintenance. Brakes, clutch, exhaust,
front end work, tire service, oil changes,
diagnostics, electrical, and much more. New
customers welcome! Conveniently located
in Slocan. 250-355-2351.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

THE VALLEY VOICE IS FOR SALE!
What an amazing opportunity to live your
dream and own your own business. Become
the proud owner of the Valley Voice and
a quaint building on the main street of
New Denver. The newspaper business
can provide a modest living for you and
your family, and wonderful community

Your ad
could be
here for
only $20.00
+ GST

HOURS
9 AM - 9 PM

connections. If you are so inclined, we
would love to show you the ropes and stay
as long or as little as you need us. We have
absolutely loved our life as newspaper
people! Give us a call at 1-833-501-1700 for
a chat, or email valleyvoice@valleyvoice.
ca. Yours, Dan & Jan.

COMING EVENTS

ELDER ABUSE PREVENTION
- Drop in at the Resource Centre on
Wednesdays, 12-2 pm, 719 Vernon
Street, Nelson (Nelson & District Seniors
Coordinating Society). 250-352-6008,
NelsonElderAbusePrevention@gmail.com,
www.nelsonelderabuseprevention.ca
NOTICE OF AGM - Slocan Park
Community Hall Society. Monday March
28, 7 pm. Doors open @ 6:30 pm. COVID
protocols will be followed. New members
welcome!
T H E S I LV E R Y S L O C A N
HISTORICAL SOCIETY will be
holding its AGM via a ZOOM meeting on
March 29, 2022 at 7:00 pm. If you would
like to attend, please email mrscaia@
uvic.ca for details by March 27.

Local, organic
homemade food

509 Harold Street
Slocan, BC, V0G 2C0
Open Thurs - Sun
250-355-2433
Tues- Sat 8 am - 4 pm

Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area.
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

Gaia Tree Whole Foods
Community Market

• All Organic Produce
• All Organic Grains

AGRICULTURE

Downtown Winlaw • 250-226-7255

We’ve Re-Opened!
Wednesday –
Saturday
11:00 am - 4:00 pm
Main Street, New Denver
www.RavensNestBC.com

H. A. Benson Inc.

Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0
Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

421 6th Ave, New Denver
250-307-0163

We provide timely processing
of your Payroll, A/Ps, A/Rs, and
Financial Statements

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm

Mon-Sat 9-6
Sunday 10-4

Business Classifieds start at $10.00

Need to manage your GST, PST,
MRDT, Worksafe BC, & Wage
Deduction remittances?

518 6th Ave • New Denver

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription

Only $5-$50

Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

HEALTH

ARE YOU AN EXPERIENCED
Maintenance Worker? Join our team at
the Slocan Community Hospital in New
Denver! Apply on our website at Jobs.
interiorhealth.ca
SILVERTON BUILDING SUPPLIES
is seeking a YARD WORKER/LOADER
for a full-time permanent position. If you

AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING
CONTAINERS 20 ft. and 40 ft. sizes.
Kootenay Containers Sales & Rentals,
Castlegar. 250-365-3014.
WATKINS PRODUCTS, HAND
CRAFTS – Bertha Williams, #11 – 217
Zacks Rd. 250-265-9080.

ACCOUNTING
FOR YOU

250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290
email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca

FREE TO GOOD HOME – ‘Portable’
Pump Organ, three-and-a-half octaves,
1950s. Call Hank 250-358-7737.

FOR SALE

FOR RENT

PRIME RETAIL/COMMERCIAL
SPACE available for lease on Broadway
in Nakusp. 500 to 2000 sq/ft. C-1, core
commercial. 92 W Broadway St. 250265-1568.

BIG DOG MUSIC

NEW HOURS
MON-FRI 8 A.M. - 2 P.M.

The Valley Voice March 10, 2022

FREE

SHADE TREE MASSAGE THERAPY
now welcoming new and returning clients
for therapeutic and relaxation treatments.
Clean, quiet, professional office located
in Winlaw. Jessica Coonen RMT 250
226-6887 shadetreemassagetherapy@
fastmail.com
GRIT & GRACE COUNSELLING - Jane
Flotron, RTC, RST, BCST. Counselling,
Somatic & Attachment Therapy,
Biodynamic Cranial Sacral Therapy. (250)
551-4677. Jane@GritandGraceRST.ca.
Slocan, Winlaw, Nelson.

• Guitars and Accessories • Musical
Instruments • Vintage Vinyl Records • New
Vinyl Records • Stereo Equipment - Turntables

New Market Foods

Community Discount Day:
Last Friday of the month

SLOCAN LAKE ARTS COUNCIL is
hosting La Cafamore’s ‘Tango King and the
One-Hit Wonder’ show on Saturday March
26 at Memorial Hall at 7:30 pm. Finally,
after several COVID-related cancellations
over the past two years, this talented piano
trio will be playing Pieces by Arensky and
Piazzolla. Tickets $15 at door or in advance
by contacting lacafamore@gmail.com.
Passports may be required as per PHO at
that time.

Call 1-833-501-1700 for details

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

– Bulk Ordering –

CLASSIFIED ADS

HELP WANTED

are self-motivated, physically fit, can work
outdoors in all weather and in a fast-paced
environment, this could be the job for you.
Construction experience and/or fork-lift
experience would be strong assets. We offer
a safe and inclusive workplace, $20-$23/
hr, plus health benefits, paid training and
a bonus program. Bring your resumé and
meet the SBS crew, or send your resumé to
clarence@silvertonbuilding.ca.
SCHOOL LUNCH PROGRAM
COOK/COORDINATOR WANTED:
The Healthy Community Society of the
North Slocan Valley operates the lunch
program two days a week at Lucerne
Elementary-Secondary School. Cook/
Coordinator needed starting September
2022; opportunity for training in April-May.
$22/hour, approx. 16 hours/week. To apply,
send resume/cover letter or to request job
description, email hcsnorthslocanvalley@
gmail.com. Application deadline: Thursday,
March 24 at 5 pm.
PERSONAL SUPPORT WORKER
wanted for the New Denver-Slocan area.
Part-time. $19 to start plus applicable
mileage, depending on experience. Will
train. employment@spectrumcares.ca.

Evergreen
Dental Hygiene
Booking appointments
250-265-0387

Bill Lander
REALTOR®
250-551-5652
bill@billlander.ca

I show all my listings!
Serving the Slocan Valley for the
16th year.
Offices in Nakusp, Nelson & Kaslo

Certified by the Province of BC to test drinking water

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

Your ad could
be here for only
$12.00 + GST

Sharie Merrifield
25 years experience
Email: sha01@telus.net
(That is a zero, not an ‘0’)
Tel: (250) 358-6806

MUSIC LESSONS

Support the Valley Voice with
a voluntary subscription

Only $5-$50

March 10, 2022 The Valley Voice
65-YEAR-OLD disabled male looking for
home support in Silverton. 250-358-2756.

NOTICES

ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS
a problem in your life? AA, NA and
ACA (Adult Children of Alcoholics/
Dysfunctional Families), AL-ANON
(family) meetings can help. For information
on AA: in New Denver, 250-358-7158;
Nakusp, 250-265-4216; Kaslo, 250-3539617. For NA: New Denver, 250-551-4043.
For AL-ANON (family): New Denver,
250-551-6540. For ACA (adult children of
alcoholics): Nakusp, 250-686-0567. Please,
if you can’t get through, try another number.
CARPENTER CREEK LAST WISHES
SOCIETY is a community resource,
providing step-by-step information
to assist in making informed choices
when pre-planning a personalized,
private funeral. 250-358-7760 www.
carpentercreeklastwishessociety.ca
HAVE YOU OR SOMEONE YOU
KNOW been sexually assaulted and want
help? Call the Interior Crisis Line 24/7 at
1-888-353-CARE to discuss your options or
go directly to Arrow Lakes Hospital or your

Lemon Creek
Lodge & Campground
Year-round facility
1-877-970-8090

HAIR

local emergency room for confidential care.

PETS

NO SIT! Not your usual dog training class.
Find the AMAZING in your dog. www.
proudofmydog.ca

REAL ESTATE

NO OBLIGATION free home market
evaluations. Sarah Rilkoff, 250-509-0006.
Valhalla Path Realty.

RENTAL WANTED

FATHER & CHILD seek May-August
rental: Mark Jeffreys and daughter Sequoia
(11) are looking for a roughly 3-month
rental this summer, from mid-May to midAugust. Just us – no smoke, no pets! Please
contact markjeffreys@yahoo.com or
leave a voicemail at (801) 910-1532. We
miss you!
THE PERFECT TENANT for your small
house/cottage. Retired, single woman, nonsmoker, no pets is looking for a long-term
rental April or May 1. Excellent references.
Erika 250-358-7711/eriberi2012@
hotmail.com
LOCAL WRITER/RESEARCHER
on relationship between spirit and Nature
looking to rent cabin or detached unit,

coming events
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ideally in a wild area. Please call 250551-1251.

SERVICES

JOURNEYMAN PLUMBER and “B”ticket gasfitter for new construction or
renovation plumbing, water systems/
filtration, septic. 250-777-3588 (Tim);
www.paradisevalleyplumbing.ca or
email: schaferspeare@gmail.com.
S AT E L L I T E T V / I N T E R N E T installation, service & repair: Xplornet,
Shaw, Telus, Bell, and other systems - home
& business, audio/video, cell boosters
& wifi networks - TJF WORKS - James
250-505-8392.
LANDSCAPING - Professional - Reliable
– Experienced. Serving Kaslo and area.
Call or text Matt 250-353-1053.

WANTED

LOOKING FOR OLD CARS, trucks,
Indian and Harley motorbikes and a
1966-1977 Ford Bronco. Please call 250299-9841.

Personal Classifieds start at $8.00
Call 1-833-501-1700 for details
email: valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

EDUCATION
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Cool, dry February breaks no records
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
Weather patterns conspired to bring
cool, dry weather to the West Kootenay
in February.
Southeast Fire Centre weather
forecaster Jesse Ellis says the month
also saw instances of Arctic air pushing
southward in the area, especially in the
last week of the month. That brought the
first major storm the region had seen in
more than a month.
No records were broken in February,
and the average monthly temperature
was cool – 1.5°C below normal.
It was dry too, with total precipitation
43% below average. While total snowfall
was normal, total rainfall was 80%
below average. That’s because cooler
temperatures kept snow levels at valley
bottom elevation most of the time.
Snowpack high and steady

Bikes, Skis,
Snowshoes
Sales and
Maintenance
Call Shon
250-265-3332
shonsbs@gmail.com

Tuesday THRU Friday
– By Appointment –

358-7769

Your ad could
be here for only
$12.00 + GST
STEEL TOE JOE’S
Automotive Repair
Joe Shaw

RECYCLING

AVA’S
Hair Studio

The weather had some effect on
the West Kootenay’s snowpack levels,
say provincial officials. On March
1, automated weather stations found
snowpack in the West Kootenay at 132%
of normal for that time of year. That’s 7%
less than it was on February 1, and down
from mid-January, when levels were
146% of normal for that time of year.
The highest local readings were at the
Duncan Dam 2 Site, at nearly double the
usual depth of snow (197%). East Creek,
also on the Lower Columbia system, was
at 144% of normal for this time of year.
The lowest snowpack measurements in
the province were in the Okanagan and
Lower Fraser. By March 1, on average,
approximately 80% of the total seasonal
snow pack has accumulated. While not
an exact indicator, high snowpack levels
can herald an increased risk of flooding
during spring freshet.

Owner & Journeyman Technician
3804 Pine Rd. Krestova, BC

Alongside Mountainberry

778.454.0180

stjautomotive@gmail.com

Next Valley Voice
Deadline:
March 4,
2022

250-358-7199

303-6th Avenue (Main St.), New Denver

TUES

Hand & Soul
Wellness Centre

202 Lake Avenue, Silverton

CHIROPRACTOR: Dr. Larry Zaleski
Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care
Offices in Silverton, Winlaw & Nakusp 250-358-2177

COUNSELLOR: Sue Mistretta, M.A.

Over 20 years counselling experience supporting
clients experiencing stress, anxiety, grief and other
life changes. In person and Secure Video sessions.
Now offering somatic therapy. Offices in Silverton
and Nelson. 250-777-1704
Visit www.handandsoul.ca

Your ad
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ADVERTISING GIFTS
SUPPORT FOR
YOUR SPIRIT

Bi-weekly book study, biweekly services, Tuesday
8 am meditation, monthly
Contemplative in the Kootenays
For information & links, contact
descamp@heartsrest.com
Turner Zion United Church of
Canada is alive and welcomes
you online—and in person.

Your ad
could be
here for
only $20.00
+ GST
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Area H director gets anti-rave bylaw passed

by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
Residents of Area H being
bothered by a noisy mega-party
this summer will be able to call
RDCK bylaw officers – at least
theoretically – to have it shut down.
Despite legal and logistical
concerns raised by staff and some
directors, the board passed a new
Special Event Permit Bylaw at its
February meeting.
The new bylaw will require
any organizers planning events in
Area H (Slocan Valley) with more
than 200 people to get a permit – a
permit that requires a page or two
of items to be approved, from proof
of insurance to details on security
and emergency planning. A permit
will cost $200, and applicants will
have to put up a $1,000 security
bond. Violating the bylaw can carry
a $10,000 fine or six months in jail.
“My main drive for having this
bylaw… is the safety of residents,”
Area H Director Walter Popoff told
the board. “In passing this bylaw we
will get two months’ notice when
a rave or something like that is
happening. So our fire service can
go out and take a look and apply
conditions to the permit.
“I have received many
complaints about raves. So I exhort

the directors to support me in
passing this bylaw.”
The bylaw was first proposed
for the whole regional district
in 2017, but circumstances have
sidelined the legislation and interest
has waned. The bylaw will now
only apply only to Area H, though
other directors say they’re watching
the experiment closely.
“The bylaw would give
the RDCK an additional tool
to minimize disruption to local
residents when large events are held
nearby,” says a staff report.
But it has real problems, too.
Staff raised concerns regarding
the human resources required to
administer and enforce the bylaw,
relative to the limited expected
benefits of enforcement. Staff only
work regular office hours MondayFriday, so there’s no one to call even
if you have a rave going on next
door on Saturday night (though
police will respond to complaints).
Any enforcement by the regional
district would happen after the fact.
“The bylaw would not be an
effective deterrent when event
organizers are not concerned
about compliance,” cautioned the
staff report. “Administering and
enforcing the bylaw may divert key
staff resources from other priorities

during wildfire season.”
While the bylaw would give
the RCMP more tools when they
respond to raves, staff said it’s
possible that larger non-rave
gatherings – like weddings or a
class reunion – might get caught up
in the need to get a permit.
“When these bylaws are
adopted in other jurisdictions,
they are typically only targetting
much larger events,” said Mike
Morrison, the director of corporate
administration. “We have the ability
to regulate any size of event we
want. And the 200-person threshold
that was established by this bylaw
was on the request of the director.
So it is very possible there could be
unintended consequences from this
bylaw, that it would capture events
that we would not normally be
interested in regulating that may be
more acceptable to the community.”
RDCK staff could waive the
permit, but even that would require
a process to be established. But staff
said the advice they got was that
other RDCK bylaws should be used
to address any problems with raves.
“Ministry staff noted that the
approach proposed by the RDCK
with this bylaw to regulate small
events would be a novel [one],”
the report says. “The RDCK

was encouraged to pursue other
regulatory approaches such as a
noise bylaw.”
B u t P o p o ff s a i d p o l i c e
welcomed his initiative and would
use it to enforce the peace on
weekends.
“I had a meeting with the staff
sergeant of the Nelson detachment…
and he was very grateful that I was
providing a tool for them to address
these issues,” said Popoff. “He said,
on the weekend, not a problem, he
would look after it. And he was very
supportive on this.”
The staff concerns were enough
to get a handful of directors to
vote against the bylaw, but it
passed handily and will begin to be
enforced – such as it can be – in time
for this summer’s post-Shambhala
party season.

NOTICE OF AGM
Slocan Park
Community Hall
Society
Monday March 28th, 7pm.
Doors open @ 6:30pm.
Covid protocols will be followed.
New members welcome!

It pays to
advertise in the
Valley Voice!!!
Call toll free 1-833-501-1700
for details

Support the
Valley Voice
with a voluntary
subscription

Only $5-$50
Send Cheque or Money Order to:
Valley Voice, Box 70,
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN
HALL LUMBER
& BUILDING SUPPLIES
SOLID
PLAN

MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter
TimberFrame Homes
Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall
Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding
Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales
dave@maddentimber.com

250 265 1807

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat
10 am to 5 pm
PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd.
Edgewood, BC

K&A

Kent & Arlene Yardcare Services
Housewatch • Free Estimates
358-2508 • 358-7785 • 505-8210
wyofonoff1@yahoo.ca

Jim Pownall
& Co.

S. KING, CET

LOG & TIMBER
FRAME HOMES

s.king@solid-plan.ca

New Denver • BC
250-358-2566
jpownall@telus.net

DRAFTING AND DESIGN
(250) 358-7922

4619 Hwy 6, New Denver, BC V0G 1S1

Crane Service

Randy
Speers
Construction

Construction, timber framing and HRV
installations • Serving Nakusp & Area

250-265-7313

Crescent Bay
Construction Ltd.
Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Experience the
WAUVIK touch!

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431
• Email cresbay@telus.net

Tim Reilly

Grow Your Own
Indoor & Outdoor Garden
Supplies, Knowledgeable Staff,
Store Hours 9am – 5pm
Monday- Friday.
Closed Sundays and Long Weekends.

Suite 3, 622 Front St
Nelson, BC VlL 4B7
C: (250)551-6584
Licensed Residential Builder & General Contractor
Design • Project Management • Building Services
www.trctimberworks.com

Leaf Cabinetry

T: (250) 551-7127
E: joszef@airpost.net

Renovations and
Maintenance Made Easy!

• Basic Renovations & Construction •
• Painting • Landscaping •
Hourly Rate, By Appointment Only
– Slocan Lake communities Only –
Contact Tim Giles – 250-355-2559

Residential & commercial
cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC

Wired by Alex

Electrical Contracting Ltd
Alex Joseph

For all your interior
renovation needs:
- Complete Drywall
Services
- Bathroom Renovations
- Carpentry and More....

250-358-7721

Over 20 yrs Experience
WCB/Licensed/Insured
Vik 250-505-6509

250.226.7441

www.leafcabinetry.com

wauvikrenos@gmail.com

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription

Only $5-$50

Send Cheque or Money Order to: Valley Voice, Box 70, New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
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Annual SD 8 facilities meetings may be dropped

by Jan McMurray
SD 8 Superintendent Trish
Smillie is recommending scrapping
the annual public meetings to review
the Long Range Facilities Plan.
Information presented at the
annual meetings – one meeting for each
family of schools – include enrolment
projections, the capacity and condition
of the schools, and information about
surplus properties.
Attendance at the recent round
of meetings was very poor, and
Smillie says in a report to the board of
education that the cost of having staff
prepare and present the information
“significantly outweighs the value
of the feedback received.” She
recommends incorporating public
engagement about facilities into the
annual preliminary budget process.
This recommendation is on the March
8 board meeting agenda, and will be
covered in the March 24 Valley Voice.
Back in 2016-2017, when the
Long Range Facilities Plan was being
created, attendance at public meetings
was huge because school closures
were on the table. Both Winlaw and
Jewett Schools were on the chopping
block and being considered for
closure. Just in the nick of time, the
BC Liberal government came up with
the Rural Educational Enhancement
Fund (REEF) and provided funding
so that the schools wouldn’t have
to close.
Since then, there has been little
talk of school closures and attendance
at the public meetings has dropped
dramatically.

Kaslo family of schools

Jewett School is still in a bit
of a tenuous situation. It has nine
students this year, and was built for
65. The presentation at this year’s
meeting says much the same as last
year’s: “The District will periodically
review the use of the Jewett facility,
including student enrolment and
StrongStart participation, and
continue its consultations with the
local community as to how and
where to best continue providing
educational services to the students
of the Meadow Creek area.”
Both schools in this family – JV
Humphries Elementary Secondary
School in Kaslo and Jewett
Elementary in Meadow Creek – have

significantly fewer students than they
were built for. JVH was built for 386
students, and has 209 this year. Jewett
was built for 65, and has nine students
this year. Enrolment is expected to
decline over the next few years at
both schools.
According to 2017 data, both
schools are in better condition than
the average SD 8 school. It would cost
over $4 million to bring JVH back to
a new condition, and it would cost
over $1 million to bring Jewett back
to new. Acting Secretary-Treasurer
Teri Stoneman reports that this data
is expected to be updated later this
year by the Ministry of Education.
The district has completed substantial
maintenance work at the schools over
the past couple of years.

Slocan Valley family of
schools

At the beginning of the Slocan
Valley meeting, Stoneman made it clear
that the board is not contemplating any
catchment boundary changes or grade
configuration changes. “No change is
being contemplated,” she said.
Brent Kennedy Elementary and
Winlaw Elementary have healthy
enrolments, with about the same
number of students they were built
for (BK 203; WES 88). Winlaw’s
capacity has recently increased to
more than 88 with the new modular
building and seamless day program.
Mt. Sentinel Secondary and W.E.
Graham are nowhere near full. MSSS
has a capacity of 400 students and has
267 students this year, and WEG has
a capacity of 235 and has 97 students.
According to 2017 data, Brent
Kennedy and Winlaw Elementary
are both in poorer condition than
the SD 8 average. It would cost $3.4
million to bring Brent Kennedy back
to a new condition, and $1.6 million
for Winlaw. Mt. Sentinel and W.E.
Graham are in better shape than
the average school in the district. It
would cost $3.5 million to bring Mt.
Sentinel back to new, and $1.8 million
for WEG. This data is expected to be
refreshed later this year, and to reflect
the substantial maintenance upgrades
the district has done over the past
couple of years.
A property owned by the school
district in Retallack will soon be
disposed of. Part of the property was

is looking for a sponsor for the
Ingrid Rice Political cartoon
Call us at 1-833-501-1700
for details
or email:
valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

acquired for a school site in 1952 via a
Crown land grant, and will be returned
to the Crown. The other part of the
property was purchased by the school
district in 1955 and will be sold.
“When a district no longer
requires use of the properties for
school use, the land may be sold

(the district-purchased portion) or
returned to the Crown, depending on
the original basis of how the land was
provided,” Stoneman explained.

School District 8
enrolment

Enrolment in the entire district this

23
year is 4,911 and is expected to decline
slightly next year. Projections show
a continual decline over the next six
years, and then stabilizing. Currently,
the average number of students per
grade is 415. This number will likely
stabilize to 300-355 per grade.
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Value of RDCK sustainability service questioned
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
initiative reporter
With one member municipality
departing in a year and another
member planning to leave the year
after that, a Regional District of
Central Kootenay committee that
works on sustainability projects is
pondering its future.
The chair of the Community
Sustainable Living Advisory
Committee (CSLAC) says the
impending departure of a second
participant is prompting a rethink
of how the committee works.
“We’re still at the point of
asking ourselves what we can or
should do to capture new members,
or to expand our membership, and
that is going to have to be a fullboard discussion at some point,”
says Leah Main, CSLAC chair and
Silverton RDCK director.
In a sense, CSLAC acts as sort
of a ‘research and development’

RED-BREASTED NUTHATCHES:
BREEDING

During courtship, a female will beg
food from a male by pivoting slowly
side to side like an electric fan while
her wings shiver. It can take 18 days
to dig a 6.5- to 20-cm-deep nest
cavity from a decaying tree. Conifer
resin may be applied to the entrance
with a piece of bark, presumably to
foil predators.

wing of the regional government.
Since 2017, it has worked on
projects and initiatives that are
“socially, culturally, economically
and environmentally sustainable”
for the region. All of the RDCK’s
11 electoral areas and three of its
nine municipalities participate in
the service. The committee meets
every second month.
CSLAC explores and pilots
programs with long-term goals
like the 100% renewable energy
by 2050 initiative; works with
local agriculture producers and
planners to improve local food
sufficiency; and helps develop
and run regional programs for
energy efficiency, economic
development, and affordable
housing.
“The sustainability service
does really important work for
all of our constituents,” says
Main. “We’re able to look at
emerging situations, or emerging
opportunities in a way the whole
board doesn’t have time to do.”
And the service has done a
good job of stretching its budgets.
More than 20 projects have been
initiated since 2017 using just
$300,000 in tax funding. It’s used
that money as leverage with other
agencies, and raised more than
$1.4 million for its programs.
The tax money comes
from the committee’s member
municipalities and electoral areas.

Opting out

Still, those accomplishments
don’t always play out well with the
voters back home. Climate change,
green government and watershed
stewardship are important but
abstract concepts, and individual
RDCK directors find it hard to
pinpoint where the benefit is locally.
That has prompted some
participants to bail from the
committee. At its February meeting,
Salmo Mayor Diana Lockwood
reminded the committee the oneyear countdown had started,
marking the Village’s departure
from the committee.
“As I went through today’s
meeting agenda, there’s nothing in
this service that a community like
Salmo is benefitting from,” she
said at the meeting. “Salmo could
be paying in for 20 years, whether
water or whatever, but we cannot
go to this service and say ‘we
want this project happening in our
municipality.’”
Lockwood later told the Valley
Voice her Village council had made
the decision because they didn’t see
a return on their investment.
“I brought it to my council,
continually reporting on what was
happening in this service, and I
recommended this was not using
Salmo taxpayers’ money wisely or
benefiting Salmo residents,” she
said. “There is wonderful work
done through this service; there just

needs to be the right participants in
this service.”
Salmo’s departure will leave just
two Villages (and all 11 electoral
areas) left in the service – Silverton
and Kaslo. But it’s not just municipal
governments with a beef. The Area
K (Arrow Lakes) director intends to
give its two-year notice of departure
at the next RDCK board meeting
in March.
“I just don’t think participation
in the service is benefitting the
taxpayers of Area K,” said Director
Paul Peterson. He declined to
comment further.
And even directors who continue
to support the committee are getting
more vocal in demanding money be
spent in their areas. Water Popoff
made that explicit when requesting
$5,000 to hire a coordinator for an
environmental project in Area H
(Slocan Valley) in 2022.
“Area H has always been a
contributor to the sustainability
service – the average annual
contribution has been $20,000,” said
Popoff in making the motion. “Yet
Area H has never had any projects
happening in the area specifically
for Area H. It’s not political in my
perspective, it’s a project that’s
long been on the sidelines waiting
to happen.”
Popoff got his way – but Main
says she hears his frustration and
that of the other participants.
“There’s sort of a jurisdictional
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disconnect at some times,” she told
the Valley Voice. “We do watershed
initiatives, and we were the genesis
for the climate work and energy
efficiency work. That work benefits
everybody in the regional district
and so portions of it or whole parts
of it wind up being adopted by the
whole board.
“But the way the committee is
structured, it’s not a natural logic in
that sense. It’s not like everything
we do benefits just the CSLAC
members.”
Main says staff and committee
leadership want to come up with
some ideas of how to further engage
the jurisdictions that are not on the
committee “so that they can be in
on the planning for projects that will
affect them,” she says.
That issue will likely have to
wait to be taken up by the next board
of directors, after the municipal
elections are held in October.
While it’s hit some bumps
recently, Main is certain the
committee has important work to
do in the future.
“The bigger the work of the
regional district becomes, the more
important CSLAC is. Because we
provide a focus for this type of
project – for water governance,
district energy, or invasive species,”
she says. “The fact we do intake for
projects that eventually go to the
whole board, that in itself shows we
serve a very important function.”

