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RCMP officers testify at coroner’s
inquest into death of Peter de Groot
by Jan McMurray
The coroner’s inquest into Peter
de Groot’s death in 2014 at a cabin
near Slocan began in the Nelson
courthouse on September 27. It
is expected to last two weeks and
conclude on October 8.
The proceedings are much
like a court case, except that the
outcome is not a verdict of guilt
or innocence. A jury of six local
residents has been tasked with factfinding, not fault-finding, and at the
conclusion of the inquest, they will
make recommendations on how to
prevent similar deaths in future. To
establish the facts around de Groot’s
death, witnesses are questioned by the
inquest lawyer, the de Groot family’s
lawyer, and counsel for the RCMP.
The witness list includes 29 witnesses.
Several RCMP officers involved
in the incident took the stand during
the first week, including Corporal
Brian Burke, the officer who shot
de Groot on Thanksgiving Monday.
The first officer to take the stand

was Constable McKenna, who had
been dealing with an ongoing dispute
between de Groot and his neighbour.
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Incident at de Groot
residence

McKenna, a Slocan Lake
detachment member at the time,
testified that de Groot’s neighbour,
Kevin Millership, called him on
Thursday, October 9 to report that
de Groot had assaulted him the day
before. McKenna said he attended
Millership’s residence, where
Millership told him de Groot was in
possession of firearms.
Later that day, Constable
McKenna went to de Groot’s
property with Constable Chetwynd
and Constable Fehler, the other two
Slocan Lake detachment members.
Constable Chetwynd testified that de
Groot was cooperative until McKenna
advised him he was under arrest for
assault. “His demeanor changed,”
Chetwynd said. “He stopped talking
but was staring right through us – kind
continued on page 2
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continued from page 1
of ‘zoned out’ is the best way I can
describe it.”
At that point, Chetwynd said, de
Groot walked purposefully towards
his utility trailer, grabbed a rifle with
a scope on it, and broke out into a
full sprint. Then Chetwynd saw de
Groot swing the rifle toward him. “I
am looking down the barrel of a gun
and I drew my pistol, trying to get
around to the back of my police car.
I fired. It happened so fast, almost
simultaneous. I remember the boom
from his rifle, glass shattering around
me while I was trying to get around
my car.”
Chetwynd was unclear on who
took the first shot, but a Slocan
resident who was out for a walk and
witnessed the incident testified that
Chetwynd was crouching behind his
police car, stood up and shot three
times before Peter responded with
two shots.
Trying to find cover, Chetwynd
said he went down the river bank and
took cover behind some big rocks. He
stayed there for several hours until the
Emergency Response Team arrived
that evening to get him out safely.

NAVIGATING
MIGRATION

Birds can get compass information from the
sun, the stars and by sensing the earth’s
magnetic field – also from the position of the
setting sun and from landmarks seen during
the day. Evidence suggests smell may play
a role. Some larger species follow preferred
pathways often related to stopover locations
that provide critical food. These amazing skills
aren’t yet fully understood.

ERT team arrives

Staff Sergeant Kevon Sellers,
team leader of the Southeast District
Emergency Response Team (ERT),
testified that approximately 15 ERT
members from the Okanagan area
showed up in Slocan that evening.
After rescuing Chetwynd, their task
was to determine what happened to
Peter. Sellers said they approached
Peter’s trailer, but he wasn’t there.
Information came in that Peter could
be at a cabin up a road behind his
residence, Sellers said, so Corporal
Brian Burke and some other members
took the team’s armoured vehicle and
started out for the cabin. However, the
road was not suitable for the size and
weight of the vehicle, so they had to
turn back after travelling about two
kilometres up the road.
Sellers explained that it seemed
this would be a protracted incident,
so they called in the Lower Mainland
Emergency Response Team to provide
relief. Another 12-15 officers arrived
Friday, he said, and they checked a
few cabins up the road and found
nothing. Because de Groot was
not located, Sellers said the Lower
Mainland team was sent home on
Sunday morning, and the operation
was scaled back to just five members
of the Southeast District team,
including Sellers, Corporal Burke
and Corporal Courcelles. The idea
was to have a presence in Slocan to
assist local detachment members if
de Groot returned.
Sellers testified that he was not
made aware of the concerns of Slocan
community members. He said he
didn’t know that de Groot family
members were attempting to speak to
the officers, and that they had come to

the command centre only to be turned
away. He also hadn’t heard that an
SPCA peace officer with extensive
experience with de Groot was trying
to contact them, to no avail.
De Groot had cognitive difficulties
resulting from a brain injury and
brain aneurysms, and most of the
officers said they had been told he
had cognitive difficulties or mental
illness. However, none were aware
of a psychological profile on de Groot
that was emailed to Sellers over the
weekend.

De Groot found and shot

On Thanksgiving Monday,
Sellers, Burke and Courcelles were
on duty. Burke was a dog handler and
his police dog had been cooped up
in his vehicle since they had arrived
four days before, so he and Courcelles
decided to take the dog for a run.
Sellers testified he told the officers
that if they were going near the road
leading to the cabin, to keep their eyes
out for the armoured vehicle’s mirror
covering, which had fallen off during
the failed attempt to find the cabin on
Thursday evening.
Corporal Burke testified that he
and Corporal Courcelles got into his
Suburban and headed for the cabin
road. When they got to the twokilometre mark where the armoured
vehicle had to turn back, they got
out of the vehicle. They saw fresh
tire tracks, probably from the Lower
Mainland ERT, and decided to carry
on. About two kilometres further
up, they came to a meadow with
numerous abandoned structures. They
looked into each of the buildings and
found nothing. They decided to keep
going, even though they were out of
radio range.

When Courcelles spotted another
cabin, they parked back a ways, at
a gate. Burke took the M16 from
the locked case in his car, and he,
Courcelles and the dog approached
the cabin. The two officers took up
position on either side of the door.
Courcelles opened the door and Burke
said he was looking at the barrel of
a gun. He saw someone on a mat,
propped up on his elbows, with an
M16 pointing at the doorway.
“I pulled the trigger once we
evacuated the doorway,” Burke said.
He said the dog entered the cabin, and
Burke walked down the side of the
cabin to the back door, and realized
the dog had pulled de Groot to the
back end of the cabin. Burke went
to the front door, entered the cabin
and ordered the dog to let go of Peter.
Courcelles handcuffed de Groot, and
Burke and the dog headed back to
Slocan to call for Emergency Health
Services (EHS).
When he had radio reception,
Burke called Sellers to tell him there
had been an encounter with de Groot,
and EHS was required. Sellers drove
to the bottom of the cabin road to meet
Burke, EHS and the Major Crime
Unit. Burke arrived first, at 2 pm, got
a first aid kit from Sellers, and went
back to the cabin to give Courcelles
the kit. EHS and MCU arrived at
2:11 pm and had to wait for Burke to
return to show them the way to the
cabin. Burke returned at 2:40 pm, and
took them up, where the paramedic
pronounced Peter deceased.
The inquest lawyer asked Burke
why he kept going up the cabin
road, which was outside radio range.
“You were looking for Mr. de Groot,
weren’t you? Were you determined
to find him?”
Burke denied this. “The
whole point is to contain, and
utilize everything in your power
to successfully negotiate with the
individual to a peaceful resolution…
Unfortunately, some cases don’t
resolve peacefully. This is something
I had no desire to be part of.”
Burke also said that in his
experience, returning to a scene has
good value in an investigation – it
has given him further insight in the
past, and he has recovered items from
scenes that have led to arrests.
The lawyer also asked Burke why
he didn’t provide first aid to Peter once
he was handcuffed, pointing out that
Burke was carrying a first aid kit on
his person and that Courcelles had
found a pulse. Burke maintained that
he thought Peter was dead.
Peter had a fairly significant
contusion on his head, the lawyer said,
and asked Burke if he had inflicted a
wound on Peter at any time. Burke
said no, and that this was the first time
he had heard of this.
When asked if he felt his response
was appropriate, Burke said it was
appropriate to shoot, according to the
Incident Management/Intervention
Model used by the RCMP. “I felt at
that moment my life was in peril,”
he said.

Incident fallout

Burke has brought court action
against the Independent Investigations

Office (IIO), which is a civilian-led
police oversight body that investigates
all incidents where there is policeinvolved injury or death. He brought
the action because of the stress he
experienced while waiting three and
a half years for the IIO report to be
completed. When it finally came out,
the IIO report concluded that Burke
was justifiably protecting himself.
Burke did not provide a statement
to the IIO during the investigation,
“as was my prerogative under the
charter,” he said at the inquest. He said
he followed the guidance of his legal
counsel on this. “You have to keep
in mind that every single thing that I
say to anyone can then in turn be used
against me. I would have preferred to
have a full and frank discussion with
Staff Sergeant Sellers, with the IIO,
with the public, with the media and tell
them everything. In seven years, this is
the first time I have spoken about it.”
Burke became emotional and
teary when asked what he wants the
jury to consider in this case. “You need
to have a platform to tell your story –
the ability for the affected family to
hear what happened in relatively short
order. Seven years is too long.
“Accountability – I am sitting here
because I am accountable for what I
did. I have found in the seven years
since this happened, so many people
in the RCMP, IIO, Forest Service have
chosen to ignore the impacts of their
actions and what they caused… there
has to be accountability at all levels.
“Member wellbeing – I shouldn’t
have to argue with my organization to
get help.”

Local first
responders
rescue injured
hiker

by Jan McMurray
A woman who broke her ankle
while hiking to Wilson Creek Falls
near Rosebery on September 25
was able to call for help using
her inReach SOS device, and was
rescued by local Search and Rescue,
police and ambulance members.
A press release issued by Corporal
Thomas Gill, Nakusp/Slocan RCMP
Detachment Commander, says the
inReach SOS call came in to the
RCMP late in the afternoon on
September 25. Slocan Lake officers
and SAR members from Kaslo,
Nakusp and Nelson participated in
the search. They eventually located
the injured female, who had fallen
down off a very steep portion of
the Wilson Creek Falls hiking trail
and had severely broken her ankle.
She was carried out to East Wilson
Creek Road, where the ambulance
was waiting.
“The carrying of the injured
female was very slow due to the
difficulty of the terrain and low
lighting due to the time of day,” the
release states. “This is an excellent
example of team work between SAR,
BC Ambulance and RCMP as well as
a clear example of the importance of
the SAR programs here in the West
Kootenay.”
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Province seeks input on continued wolf culls to support caribou recovery
by Jan McMurray
BC’s caribou management team
is seeking public input on continued
predator reduction – also known as
wolf culling – to support caribou
recovery. Members of the public can
provide input at engage.gov.bc.ca/
caribou/ until November 15.
Predator reduction began in BC
in 2016. In our area, it began in early
2020, to support the local Central
Selkirk herd, which ranges between
the Nakusp, New Denver, Kaslo and
Lardeau Valley areas. Both wolf and
cougar culls occur in our area as part
of the predator reduction program.
“Predator reduction is not
a permanent solution,” explained
Leo DeGroot, government wildlife
biologist. “We’re not supporting
predator control in perpetuity as
a long-term solution. That’s not
recovering caribou to self-sustaining
populations, and it’s not something we
think we have the social licence for.”
DeGroot said predator reduction is
a short-term action “because what we
really need to do is protect habitat and
also manage the matrix habitat better.”
Protection of caribou habitat and
matrix habitat – the land surrounding
caribou core habitat – is going to take
a long time, DeGroot said. “Habitat
doesn’t recover very fast because it
takes a long time for trees to grow, so
that’s why we need predator reduction
in the short term – but ‘short term’
could mean one or two decades,”
he said. “We’re dealing with habitat
that’s highly impacted already with 70
years of industrial harvesting in many
locations. We’re not starting off with
a pristine habitat.”
The goal is to get the forest past
40 years old, DeGroot said. Forests
younger than 40 provide a lot of food
for moose, elk and deer, which provide
food for wolf and cougar. “That’s what
we think is the number one problem.

By changing the habitat, we’ve made
it more beneficial for moose, elk and
deer, and therefore better for wolves,
and in the Central Selkirks, also
cougars,” DeGroot said.
Although caribou need old forests
because their winter food is lichen
that grows on trees that are at least
100 years old, DeGroot said very few
are dying of starvation. “It’s mostly
predation,” he said, noting that there
are fewer than 30 animals left in
the Central Selkirk herd, and fewer
animals require less food.
The government has been doing
systematic caribou surveys since the
1990s. The Central Selkirk herd was at
its peak at 227 animals in 1997. Seven
years ago, there were 90 animals in
the herd, and there are fewer than 30
today. In 2018, 85% of the herd’s core
habitat was protected from logging and
road building.
But still, “logging is the biggest
disturbance by far” for the Central
Selkirk herd, DeGroot said, and in
winter, snowmobiling and heli-skiing
are also problematic. “Caribou are
just surviving in the winter – they
are losing weight over the winter.
And when there’s snowmobiling or
heli-skiing, they move two or three
or four kilometres away from that,
so that takes more energy and uses
up body fat, so they might have less
milk for their calf in the spring. There
are not immediate consequences, but
there might be consequences down
the road.”
DeGroot says the government’s
experience shows that predator
reduction is successful if used in
concert with other actions. In our area,
other actions include piloting a new
system for snowmobile closures, and
starting up the Nakusp maternity pen
project this winter.
The new system for snowmobiling
in the Central Selkirks is possible

submitted
Interior Health is hosting a drop-in
immunization clinic at Knox Hall in
New Denver on October 15 from 10
am to 3:30 pm.
Clinics are also open Monday
and Wednesdays at the Nelson Public
Health Unit at 333 Victoria Street from
9:15 am to 3:30 pm, and at Chahko
Mika Mall on Tuesdays and Thursdays
from 10 am to 2 pm. There will be a
Saturday clinic at the mall on October
16 from 10 am to 2 pm.
These walk-in clinics are for
anyone who has not yet received their
first dose of the COVID-19 vaccine,
and anyone who received their first
dose more than 28 days ago.
People can walk up, register and

receive their first or second COVID-19
vaccine.
Anyone in the area born in 2009
or earlier is eligible for immunization.
People are eligible for their second dose
28 days after receiving their first dose.
People can also get their first or
second dose of a COVID-19 vaccine
by making an appointment.
To make an appointment, register
online by visiting the provincial website
at www.getvaccinated.gov.bc.ca/, call
1-833-838-2323, or visit a Service
BC office.
For a list of all Interior Health
COVID-19 immunization clinics
and other resources: https://news.
interiorhealth.ca/news/covid-19vaccines/

Interior Health hosts more pop-up vaccine clinics

Arrow Slocan Tourism is holding its 2021 Annual
General Meeting. Members in good standing are
invited to attend, as well as anyone interested
in getting involved or learning more about the
organization. Date: October 27, 2021 Time: 7-8:30pm
Location: Online via Zoom/ or dial in. Email: info@
arrowslocan.com or call: 250-265-7144 to receive
the meeting link or to renew your membership. Only
members in good standing are eligible to vote.

because most of the herd is collared
and the animals can be tracked. Their
location is posted on a website, and
snowmobilers are required to check
the website to see which areas are
closed. “It’s working quite well, and
it’s a popular alternative to closing
large areas,” said DeGroot.
However, he points out that the
system works only if a high percentage
of the animals are collared. “Collaring
is not only expensive, but it’s high
stress on the animals because you
have to fly over them in a helicopter
and shoot a net over them. So there
are consequences to keeping them
collared.”
For maternity penning, the caribou
are captured the same way, DeGroot
said, and kept in the pen for about five
months, until their calves are three to
five weeks old. The penned caribou
will be collared, “so for as long as we
continue with maternity penning, we’ll
have quite a few collared,” he noted.
The government is also in
negotiation with the heli-ski industry
for better caribou management.
Resource road closures are helpful
to caribou, as predators can travel
much faster on roads. DeGroot said
there are no road closures planned for
our area, but there are some planned
north of Revelstoke, and a provincewide plan for road restoration is in
the works.
The government is also working
on improving matrix habitat – the
area about 5-25 kilometres around
core caribou habitat. The intent is not
to protect matrix habitat, DeGroot
said, but to always have a certain
percentage of the forest above a
certain age. Limiting the amount of
young forest in the matrix habitat
will make it less appealing for moose,

SHELLEY BORTNICK,
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Individual, couple and
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30 years experience

Offers counselling services involving
mental health (depression, anxiety,
etc.), addictions, grief and loss,
trauma and life transition issues.
For appointment, please call
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elk and deer, he explained. However,
this will involve changes to forestry
regulations and “anything that affects
the rate of logging is challenging
and controversial because people’s
livelihoods depend on logging, so it’s
not an easy solution.”
DeGroot said he doesn’t blame
people for being impatient about
caribou recovery, “but I don’t know
if everyone realizes the complexity,
either. There are many competing
values and they’re high values. That’s
why we want to make sure we don’t

delay things like predator control while
we work on longer-term actions.”
There are 55 herds in the province,
and predator reduction is in place for
12 of them. The Province is seeking
approval for predator reduction for a
13th herd, near Prince George.

Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work,
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal
WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS

359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539
3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

Kootenay Lake Local Conservation Fund
Request for Proposals
The Kootenay Conservation Program (KCP) and Regional
District of Central Kootenay (RDCK) are seeking proposals for
projects that will benefit conservation in the rural areas around
Kootenay Lake, specifically Electoral Areas A, D, and E within
the RDCK.
The purpose of the Fund is to provide local financial support
for important projects that will contribute to the conservation of
our valuable natural areas. Kootenay Lake Local Conservation
Fund (KLLCF) funding is available for conservation projects
that result in the reduction to a known threat to biodiversity. The
themes for the Fund are water conservation, wildlife and habitat
conservation, and aquatic systems conservation.
Projects that are technically sound and effective, and provide
value for money through partnerships with other funders
will be given priority. Proponents must be a registered notfor-profit organization, First Nation, or local government.
Unqualified groups or organizations may partner with a qualified
organization. A Technical Review Committee will review project
proposals and make recommendations to the RDCK for final
funding approval.
To apply for funding, go to https://kootenayconservation.ca/
kootenay-lake-local-conservation-fund/. Review the Terms of
Reference (paying particular attention to Section 8 – Fund
Design) and KLLCF Application Guide, and then apply using
the application forms provided.
The closing date for project submissions is 4:30 pm PDT
October 29, 2021.
Project proposals must be delivered by email to
info@kootenayconservation.ca.

4

OPINION

New mailboxes

I live in Burton. The new
mailboxes have only been in place
for a week and I have yet to see any
issues on where they are. It is nice to
be able to get the mail at any time.
Yes, we have to go to Nakusp for
large parcels and to mail parcels,
but I go there every week or so as
do most of the people in Burton. I’ve
always had a book of stamps on hand
to mail my letters. I used to live in
Trout Lake, where there have been
mailboxes for over 40 years. Trout
Lake is 50 miles from a post office.
Nobody likes change and it takes
time to get used to the new system.
Be kind and respectful; it goes a
long ways.
Peggy Ife
Burton

Reconciliation
and arrogance

I wore two orange shirts on
Canada’s first Reconciliation
Day, and I spent the day selling
vegetables and doing my town
chores in Nelson. I didn’t spend the
whole day solemnly contemplating
Canada’s bad treatment of their
original people, but I do support
Indigenous people in their demands
for better treatment, and especially
their right to have some say on their
traditional lands.
Justin Trudeau was invited to
attend ceremonies at the Kamloops
residential school, but chose to
spend the day with his own family in
Tofino. Grand Chief Stewart Phillip
accused the prime minister of being
arrogant for choosing the latter.
Now, if I asked you to spend
the day at my house and you chose
instead to spend the time with your
family, would it be appropriate for
me to accuse you of being arrogant
for not accepting my invitation?
Apparently, prime ministers are not
the only ones capable of arrogance.
Rod Retzlaff
Glade
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Human rights

In September, the BC Human
Rights Tribunal issued a statement
to CBC news, which was essentially
a plea to the anti-mask, anti-vaccine,
anti-mandate, anti-passport sector of
society. The tribunal is asking people
to stop making requests for human
rights investigations into mask and
vaccine complaints.
The tribunal’s statement gave
two reasons for this ask from the
public. The first is that there is
no legal mandate for the Human
Rights Tribunal to investigate or
adjudicate discrimination claims
made for personal choices; the
tribunal is mandated to accept cases
where people are discriminated
against for legitimate reasons of race,
sex, religion, disability or sexual
orientation.
The second reason for this request
is that the volume of illegitimate
claims has clogged and backed up
the human rights system, similar to
the overwhelming of the healthcare
system with unvaccinated COVID
patients. Legitimate human rights
cases for the above listed categories
are being substantially postponed
with some claimants unable to get
through at all.
It sure would be nice to get
this virus under control and put the
pandemic behind us.
Jim Herring
Nakusp

Wide Spot hits
the spot

I want to express my gratitude and
appreciation to Therese DesCamp for
her words of wisdom. After perusing
‘Voices from the Valleys’ every two
weeks with a growing sense of dread,
it is always a relief to read Wide Spot,
with its balanced and compassionate
tone and enlightening analysis.
The most recent column actually
moved me to tears with its clarity and
poignancy. I am gobsmacked by the

EDITORIAL / LETTERS POLICY

The Valley Voice welcomes letters to the editor and community news
articles from our readers.
Letters and articles should be no longer than 500 words and may be
edited. We reserve the right to reject any submitted material.
Please mark your letter “LETTER TO THE EDITOR.” Include your
address and daytime phone number for verification purposes.
We will not knowingly publish any letter that is defamatory or libelous.
We will not publish anonymous letters or letters signed with pseudonyms,
except in extraordinary circumstances.
Opinions expressed in published letters are those of the author and not
necessarily those of the Valley Voice.
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KASLO HOTEL IS OPEN –

Now open from 11:30 am Wednesday to Sunday, CLOSED
Monday & Tuesday. Ask about our Happy Hour Specials.
www.kaslohotel.com 250-353-7714

The Ingrid Rice cartoon is a satirical look at current events in politics and is sponsored by the Kaslo Hotel. The Hotel does not necessarily share the political views of the artist.

realization that the social divisions
we are creating are unconscious
attempts at rekindling a sense of
belonging! Because there is more
at stake than just our individual
physical health. I hope she doesn’t
mind my quoting her: “We are
collectively feeling our way through
this up-and-down pandemic: every
choice is difficult, the fallout painful.
For everyone… ‘Those people’ are
our neighbours. Our life together
matters.”
We have been told from the
beginning that ‘unity’ will get us
through this. But ‘unity’ cannot mean
‘uniformity.’ We are collectively
responsible for each other, but we
are also individuals, with diverse
life experiences, hopes, and fears.
It is a difficult balance to carry, and
it will take an inordinate amount
of individual resilience to maintain
our mental, emotional, and spiritual
health in the face of a constantly
shifting social milieu. I long for
the time when I can once again
walk down the street and meet my
neighbours’ smiles.
If we only learn one thing from
all of this — that our life together
does indeed matter — it will be worth
the struggle. Thank you, Therese

DesCamp, for pointing the way.
Sarah Lawless
Kaslo

Something wicked
this way comes

You know that feeling when you
decide to go to a scary movie and at
the end when the credits start to roll,
that feeling of nausea that makes you
wish that you had stayed home? That
is how I felt after I recently attended
the Wildfire Risk Reduction open
house in Nakusp.
The first booth was the Village of
Nakusp’s, where I showed our mayor
the petition of over 500 signatures that
are against the wildfire risk reduction
of Box Mountain watershed. The
mayor’s favourite response seemed
to be that they had no control over
NACFOR.
Next was Forests, Lands and
Natural Resources. I asked them if
50% stem removal in a watershed was
considered wildfire risk reduction.
Their reply was yes. Wow. Watch out
watersheds everywhere. I also asked if
they were in charge of the wildfire risk
reduction project on Box Mountain.
Their reply was no, NACFOR is. Oh,
so the only one that is in charge of
NACFOR is NACFOR.
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Off to NACFOR’s booth, I asked
them how come the Sinixt Nation
had not been contacted. I showed
them the letter from Marilyn James,
Matriarch of the Autonomous Sinixt,
stating not only were they opposed to
the logging but also demanded that
the laws of this country be adhered
to and that NACFOR must obtain
their free and prior consent. Their
response was: “We have not done
anything yet.” Well there you go. That
answers that question. I find that hard
to believe after three years of planning
and all but one assessment complete.
I showed them the petition with
hundreds of signatures from Crescent
Bay residents and Village residents
alike who are opposed to this. Their
response was, “Oh, we already have
that.” I was then told that my energy
should be directed in a more positive
way and that I should get together
with members of my community
and start a plan for a water system.
What! This coming from the same
person that said if the community
does not want this project to happen,
it won’t. So not only are they going
to totally disregard the wishes of the
community but they also going to go
ahead and endanger our only water
supply.
This from a community forest
that apparently no one is in charge
of. We now have land managers
who are private citizens, not elected
officials, who decide how to manage
our forests of BC because they know
best. There you have it, residents of
Nakusp. You are not being listened
to, you are not stakeholders and the
principal owners of NACFOR have
no control over them.
The nightmare has just begun.
Cindy Schroff
Crescent Bay
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To fight, dream,
or create?

Now is the time to fight. The worst
thing we can do at this critical time is
nothing. Have you heard the breaking
news? This is not really about health;
this is about control. We have to show
them who’s the real boss over our own
bodies, before it’s too late. Check out
www.action4canada.com to find out
how to file a human rights complaint, to
download notices of liability, and to stay
up to date on the legal action currently
being taken in Canada. And for those
business owners concerned about ruffling
too many feathers, please know that you
have hundreds if not thousands of people
who will back you up if needed. You are
not alone in the fight for freedom.
Now is the time to dream. If you
have not heard of the Law of Attraction,
you must be living under a rock. We must
never forget how powerful we truly are,
especially now. We must never forget
our amazing human ability to create new
worlds. Start asking yourself what the
perfect world will look like. Whenever
you get frustrated and shake your head
or fists at the world (not unusual these
days!), take a moment to imagine what
the solution would look and feel like.
What would the perfect education system
be like in your dream world? How
about leadership? How about business
and commerce? How about maternity/
paternity leave? What position would
elders have in society? Stay positive and
know in your bones that this is a time of
transformation, not demise.
Now is the time to create. Do not
waste your time arguing – build something
instead. Instead of choosing a ‘side,’
choose something entirely different. We
cannot simply wish and hope for a better
future. Action is essential! Start that
homeschooling group. Plant that garden.
Write that letter. Start that business. Think
outside the box. Change the subject if
you have to.
Now all we need to do is find the
balance. Getting tired yet? Better drink
some coffee, the battle has only just
begun.
Amanda Konkin
Nakusp

Endless war

The vicious attacks on the Fairy
Creek protestors by the RCMP are a
reflection, in my opinion, of the attitude
senior government has towards these
protestors and the implications of their
protest.
“At Clayoquot, the relationship
between us and the RCMP was almost
cordial. They did their job, we did ours,”
said Warren Kimmit. “That was the
way policing should happen. There’s no
question there’s nothing to be gained by
the violence that’s happening here. And
that violence is just increasing as they
become frustrated with our ability to lock
the road down.”
At stake for the activists are swaths
of old growth forest on the southwestern
watersheds of Vancouver Island. These
trees – towering western red cedar,
Douglas fir and Sitka spruce – are often

hundreds of years old, and are the few
remaining pockets of original old growth
forest. Most have been logged.
Pacheedaht elder Bill Jones, who
has previously alleged that Frank Jones
was not a true hereditary chief and did
not represent the will of the nation, has
become a key figure in the blockades.
“We’re surprised at the RCMP’s
determination to crush us. We all come to
the conclusion that it’s not just us they’re
wanting to crush – they want to protect
the economic and regulatory process that
the Canadian government uses to get what
they want off the land, under the directions
of the large corporations,” said Jones.
The Guardian, September 8, 2021:
“...This is because of the Canadian
government’s structural need for
indigenous dispossession — the stripping
of land, natural resources and rights.
Government power and authority
exist because of stolen land and ongoing
denials of Indigenous peoples’ selfdetermination. Regardless of how often
Trudeau calls for ‘sunny ways’ or claims
progress on reconciliation, these longterm issues continue to be avoided and
put on the backburner.”
The Tyee, September 10, 2021: “Will
public opinion turn against the continued
dispossession of indigenous peoples
by the government, and the continued
beating up of mostly young protestors?”
Harvey Armstrong
Johnsons Landing

Box Mountain forest
better left standing

This letter is my response to the
mayor of Nakusp about forestry. I
think National Forestry Week and
Reconciliation Day must inspire thought
about land management and reform of
forest law to protect watersheds and
wildlife, to promote real reconciliation,
to lead in the lawful and responsible
governance of our forests in the interests
of all, not just an industrial forest lobby.
Where was the RDCK at this open house
on September 22? Who is responsible
for rural residents? Why are private
interests governing public lands? Who
is responsible for the RDCK wildfire
risk reduction experiment? Please think
about our young people as you read
my reply.
Thanks, Mr. Mayor, for pointing out
the importance of forestry and forestry
jobs. The men and women of our industry
do move our economy and have built this
province. However, the privatization and
corporate abuse of public consumptive
watersheds should never come up as a
matter of pride.
In response to plans to log Box
Mountain as part of wildfire risk reduction
by NACFOR, I again urge the public to
become educated and understand the
enormity of the privatization of forest
management and Crown forests. Consider
the very real threats watersheds and
property owners face from the logging
planned for watersheds all over BC. My
deepest apologies to the Autonomous
Sinixt for having their concerns swept
aside after I presented their letter of
opposition to logging Box Mountain at
the wildfire risk reduction open house

on September 22. I presented a petition
for the preservation of Box Mountain
at this meeting that clearly shows the
opposition of the majority of residents
of Crescent Bay to logging (for wildfire
risk reduction) units six and seven. These
people who signed this petition live here,
work here and are loggers too. They
have homes and children and lots of
us are seniors. Some, like myself, have
worked logging for decades – we know
about water loss and reduction due to
logging. We had no vote for this plan. The
community of Crescent Bay doesn’t want
it in our watershed and the forest on Box
Mountain is better left standing.
Craig Schroff
Crescent Bay

All I want to do
is act naturally

Conventional science has always
favoured natural immunity when it comes
to longer lasting and stronger protection
against infection – so why is the BC
government suddenly rejecting science by
forcing vaccines on absolutely everyone?
A recent study out of Israel, one of the
most highly vaccinated countries in the
world, found natural immunity confers
longer lasting and stronger protection
against infection, symptomatic disease
and hospitalization. Also, a massive study
by Cleveland Clinic, conducted on 52,238
employees, concluded categorically that
individuals who had COVID “do not get
additional benefits from vaccination.”
The CDC estimates that over a third of all
Americans have recovered from COVID,
raising the ethical question about the
demand to vaccinate the world, regardless
of their previous infection status. In the
European Union, where some countries
have implemented vaccine passports,
people can obtain one by either showing
proof of vaccination, testing negative
for the virus within 72 hours, or through
proof of recovery from previous infection.
The idea of vaccinating young, healthy
people who have recovered from COVID
is ridiculous. We should be placing these
young people with their robust immune
systems on a pedestal. These are the true
superstars, not some silly football player.
We should hail them like we hailed
Caesar, not drag them to the altar and
sacrifice them for the satisfaction of the
mad vaxxers. Our robust immune systems
have protected us for millions of years.
Not one of us would be standing here
today if it were not for natural immunity.
Should we not show our appreciation
through proper diet, exercise, sleep and
stress management rather than cave to the
ultra powerful vaccine regime?
Bill White
Passmore

Tone down the
rhetoric

On September 17, 2021 I received
by registered mail a six-page document
entitled “‘Vaccine’ Notice of Liability’”
from Lisa Ross which, according to
the envelope, cost her $11.69 to send.
It contained the statement: “you are
unlawfully practicing medicine by
prescribing, recommending, facilitating
and using coercion to insist citizens,
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including minors, submit to the
experimental medical treatment for
Covid-19, namely being injected with
one of the experimental gene therapies
commonly referred to as ‘vaccine.’” It
goes on to state erroneously that “we are
experiencing a rate of infection consistent
with a normal influenza season.” As of
the date of this writing, there have been
27,594 deaths from COVID in Canada vs.
the usual annual death rate from influenza
of 3,000-4,000/year. It is noteworthy that
the winter of 2020/21, there were only 66
confirmed cases of flu and zero deaths,
due to the fact that people were wearing
masks, hand sanitizing and maintaining
social distance, all public health measures
that anti-vaxxers oppose!
The document also states, “It is a
further violation of the Canadian Criminal
Code, to endanger the life of another
person” and quotes Sec. 217 of the Code:
“Everyone who undertakes to do an act is
under a legal duty to do it if an omission
to do the act is or may be dangerous to
life” – this is exactly the justification
for recommending vaccines to prevent
COVID-19 since not to do so would be
allowing thousands of people to die of the
virus when we have a safe and effective
vaccine to prevent it.
On CBC Radio’s Daybreak South
with Chris Walker, on September 24,
2021, the episode, ‘Experts warn of
radicalization within anti-vaccine
movement’ discusses the use of these
notices of liability that use pseudo legal
tactics that have no basis in law and are tied
to the ‘Freeman on the Land’ movement
that has links to White Nationalists. The
show warns of a dangerous escalation of
the vaccine protest movement that could
lead to violence.
We now have 78% of the BC
population that have had at least one dose
of vaccine but we need to do more to end
this pandemic. Despite the rhetoric from
the anti-vaccine movement, no one is
being forced to be immunized but the vast
majority of people who are immunized are
being given some more freedoms to go to
restaurants, movie theatres and concerts
because they have done the right thing.
Note that our hospitals are becoming
overrun with people with COVID during
the fourth wave, most of whom are
unvaccinated. Elective surgeries are being
cancelled, protesters are even blocking
entrances to hospitals where COVID
cases are being treated, and our hospital
staff who have been tirelessly working on
the front lines are being harassed. How did
it come to this? Everyone needs to tone
down the rhetoric and get vaccinated so
we can put this pandemic behind us.
Liz Ross
(retired Public Health Nurse)
Kaslo

Comparisons in a
two-choice world

The comparisons are out and being
flogged relentlessly. Examples include
smoking restrictions, London blitz
blackout, not needing to know what’s
in it (like ibuprofen). I’ve heard polio
vaccine held up as a shiny example
of what vaccines can do. I’ve heard
simple comparisons of how we ingest
substances – sausage rolls! Then there

are flogged references to the only two
choices available. To start – do NOT
disregard and compare the digestive
tract and putting substances in your
bloodstream. We need air but we don’t
put that in our veins!
Please turn off mainstream media
and do some investigation. Some real
truths include:
1) There are other choices available.
This is like bad politics. However,
individual health considerations are
greater in impact. There ARE people that
have recovered from the virus and there
ARE treatment alternatives successfully
being used around the world.
2) This is a gene therapy that is
experimental. NOT THE SAME. We
are talking about apples and GMO’ed
oranges. We don’t know the impact of
mRNA technology gene therapy on
future generations and have NO longrange studies. Giving this ‘vaccine’ status
is unethical.
Even more troubling – the allopathic
treatment of the day, with all our
technology: two choices. Take the shot
or tie up hospital beds. Nothing about
prevention or alternatives.
Ask yourself – are there no alarms
going off? You’re faced with persuasion,
coercion, control. We’re doing what
has never been done in any pandemic:
quarantining the healthy, suggesting
asymptomatic people are a threat, not
reporting flu and pneumonia in death
cases, relying heavily on inadequate
infection testing (PCR being overlysensitive), putting out a ‘vaccine’
treatment in record time. Can you make
sense of it? Why does everyone need to
take the shot? It wasn’t even designed to
prevent infection or transmission. It was
only proven successful in attenuating
the symptoms (what it’s designed to do).
mRNA technology addresses antibody
response which has advantages of nonreplication to the blood and lungs as a
protection against the first virus. The real
protection is in T-cell immunity (we’ve
known this from previous years). The
mucosa is very different than the lungs.
The virus isn’t infecting your blood; it’s
infecting your mucosa. (Do an internet
search for Dr. Christina Parks.)
Can you feel it on an intuitive level?
Why does everyone need to take the shot?
Why those who have recovered and have
natural immunity? There was a published
CDC report that shows in Massachusetts,
of 496 outbreak cases, 74% occurred in
fully ‘vaccinated’ and four out of five
hospitalized were ‘vaccinated.’
Lastly, there’s an open letter to Dr.
Bonnie Henry, Adrian Dix and Premier
John Horgan that can be found online
addressing 12 questions/concerns and
it includes reams of references. To
learn more about deaths, cases, PCR
testing, spread, variants, vaccine safety,
treatments and more – please, take a look.
This experiment, this leaky ‘vaccine’
could reduce our innate immune response
and it could result in immune escape and
have profound impacts. The best it can
do is make your symptoms less severe.
The information is available. Set aside
your fear.
T. Orlando
Winlaw
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RDCK board, September 23: High praise for FireSmart projects
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter

Wildfire mitigation update

The RDCK says its wildfire
mitigation programs are seeing wide
acceptance from the public – and even
the provincial government.
A report by Community
Sustainability Manager Chris
Johnson to the board outlined how
the program has gone from success
to success in the last few years. And
one “sideways” success is the loss
of the program’s Wildfire Mitigation
Supervisor Joel Hamilton, who got
headhunted to run the provincial
government’s FireSmart program.
“This is a great opportunity for
Joel, and a substantial compliment
to the RDCK Board of Directors’
vision to support the development
of the RDCK FireSmart program,
from which the new BC FireSmart
program has been modelled,” says
Johnson’s report.

Support the
Valley Voice
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Valley Voice, Box 70,
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

Johnson told the Valley Voice
aspects of the RDCK’s pioneering
program will be rolled out to other
regions of the province.
“They saw value in our program
and how we have spread it out
and worked with all our partner
municipalities throughout the region
to provide one service to many,”
he says. “The RDCK covers off
all electoral areas and a number of
the municipalities, and I think the
Province likes that regional approach
to this.”
He also gives credit to the board
for supporting the RD’s early adoption
of the program.
“We went through a whole lot
of learning curves early, and worked
closely with municipalities that we
partner with on it,” he says. “I think
the standardization and high level
of training our wildfire mitigation
specialists have is another great thing
about our program.”
One of the big success stories
of the last few years has been the
Community Resiliency Investment
program (CRI).
In the last three years, it’s
grown from a $195,000 program
that mostly offered individuals
FireSmart property assessments,
to an $829,000 program that offers
cash rebates to people who act on
their FireSmart assessments, creates
neighbourhood protection groups
and regional landscape committees,
and supports FireSmart upgrades to
critical infrastructure.

VILLAGE OF
NEW DENVER

The report updated directors
on the project, and emphasized the
importance of continuing the wildfire
mitigation supervisor’s position.
The board received Johnson’s
report as information.

Other fire business

Several motions were passed in
relation to fire services in the Valley
Voice area.
Firefighters at the Passmore
Hall will be getting new air masks
and tanks. The new Self-Contained
Breathing Apparatus will cost
$79,683. The upgrades are necessary
to keep the fire hall compliant with
provincial fire regulations.
The community of Slocan is
getting a new fire chief. Devin
Lindsay has served as the acting fire
chief since John Gates retired as fire
chief in February of 2021. Lindsay
has served previously as Deputy Fire
Chief with the Slocan Volunteer Fire
Department.
And the board approved a threemonth extension to the agreement
the RDCK has with the New Denver
Fire Department to provide limited
firefighting services outside the
Village’s community boundary.
The RDCK will pay New Denver
$70,061 for the extended service. The
extension is to give staff time to renegotiate a new five-year agreement
between the community and
regional government. The extension
agreement expires December 21, and
staff hope to have a new five-year
contract in place by the new year.

CDF grants

Several Community Development
Fund grants were approved for
organizations in our area.

The Lardeau Valley Historical
Society is receiving $1,000 for
signage at its Outdoor Museum Park
in Meadow Creek.
The Kaslo and Area Youth Centre
will receive $4,000 for renovations
to its new space on Front Street in
Kaslo.
In Area H, the Slocan Volunteer
Fire Department is receiving $2,000
to show appreciation for the Trozzo
Creek Fire efforts with the purchase of
casual apparel and fitness equipment;
the Crescent Valley Firefighters
Fund is getting $2000, also for new
apparel; and the Glade Watershed
Protection Society is receiving $800
from Area H towards the production
of a short video called ‘The Story
of Water.’
And in Area K, the Fish in
Schools Program is receiving $7,500
for 2021.

Cell study on hold

No study will be done on
improving cell phone service in the
Slocan Valley until the new year. A
motion by Area H Director Walter
Popoff and Area I Director Andy
Davidoff calling for the study has
been put on hold again, at their
request.
The two directors initially
proposed the study in the spring, but
have been working to identify funding
or private carriers who might do the
study. At the last board meeting, the
pair said they’re now looking into a
new grant stream they may be able to
access for the $30,000 report.
They won’t know the results of
that for a few months yet.
The board approved tabling the
motion until its January meeting.

Fire service for Hills?

Staff at the RDCK are going to
review what level of fire service the
community of Hills needs – and can
afford.
Hills, located about 10 kilometres
north of New Denver, will be the
subject of a ‘service case analysis’ of
the fire services they currently receive
– and what they may need.
Right now, the community has
very rudimentary fire protection, with a
volunteer brigade using hand-me-down
equipment from other jurisdictions.
“They wanted to establish a fire
service a few years ago,” says Area H
Director Walter Popoff. “But when we
did a preliminary look, they didn’t have
the tax base to establish a bona fide
Regional District fire service. It would
be too expensive for them.”
A service case analysis doesn’t
mean the community will be
establishing its own service anytime
soon. Rather, it would more likely
allow the Regional District to see if
another fire service – like New Denver
– might be able to provide some form
of limited protection to Hills. (Under
agreement with the Regional District,
New Denver does provide some
coverage north of its town limits, but
not as far as Hills.)
“This is not something new,”
Popoff told the Valley Voice. The Kaslo
and Balfour fire departments cover
Ainsworth. So it’s something we’ve
already tried and established.”
The service case analysis is now
in the hands of RDCK Fire Chief
Nora Hannon, and New Denver Fire
Department and municipal officials.
It’s not known when the study will be
complete.

PUBLIC NOTICES

ARBOR DAY

In order to reduce open burning and divert organic material
from the landfill, the Village of New Denver will collect yard/
garden waste, branches and leaves that are bundled or bagged
and placed curbside October 8, 2021. Please ensure that the
branches are not more than 3 – 4 feet long and bound with
string or twine. Collection is free for residents, so please DON’T
affix garbage tags to bags of leaves or yard/garden waste. If
you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact the
Village Office.

POP-UP VACCINE CLINIC

Interior Health will host a pop-up vaccine clinic at:
Knox Hall
October 15, 2021
10:00 AM to 3:30 PM
Please bring your care card with you.

OUTDOOR BURNING REMINDER

Residents of New Denver are reminded that outdoor burning
is regulated within the Village of New Denver. Permits are
required for all outdoor fires except cooking fires contained
within a barbecue pit or fire pit having a surface area not greater
than four (4) square feet; or within a manufactured gas, coal
or electric barbecue.
Free burning permits are available from April 1st to May 15th and
from September 30th to November 15th – for more information
please contact the Village Office, weekdays between 9:00 a.m.
and 4:00 p.m. Council thanks all residents for their cooperation.
115 Slocan Avenue · P.O. Box 40, New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
(250) 358-2316 · office@newdenver.ca · www.newdenver.ca

– Sponsored by Tamara’s Hand Painted Cards –
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Baldface Lodge expands operations into Valhallas
by John Boivin Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
Residents of Passmore won’t see
any changes to a local backcountry
ski operation in their community – at
least for the time being.
The owner of Baldface Lodge
says except for a name change,
they plan nothing different from the
Valhalla Powdercat ski operation
that’s operated in the Slocan Valley
community for years.
“Basically we’re keeping
everyone there, running the same
operation,” says Jeff Pensiero,
whose Nelson-based operation
purchased the business from Valhalla
Powdercats about two years ago.
“We’re just going to keep running
it, try to make some improvements,
and continue the good work that the

people who have been there forever
have been doing.”
The newly acquired operation
has two cat-tractors with about 20-22
employees. They’ve added a couple
of extra employees with the purchase,
says Pensiero.
Baldface purchased Valhalla
Powdercats just before the pandemic,
so this is the first season they’ll
actually operate in the high country
between the Arrow Lakes and Slocan
Valley, in the Koch Creek-Grizzly
Creek area.
Like most of the ski industry,
Baldface shut down at the beginning
of the COVID crisis in March 2020.
That meant it has never actually taken
guests to its new tenure.
“It didn’t feel right at the time,”
says Pensiero of operating during the

pandemic. “I think we could have, in
retrospect, but we didn’t.”
The company is ready now,
though, and advertising day trips on
its website.
“Baldface Lodge is very proud to
announce they have acquired a new
tenure in the very next valley from
the existing Baldface territory,” says
the company home page. “Guests
can expect a lot of ground-breaking
adventure, exhilarating turns, and
challenging terrain, all with the
same good vibes and professional
service that Baldface has offered for
20 years.”
Day trips begin with an early
morning coffee and check-in at the
welcome area. From there, guests
will be driven up to Passmore by
bus to the company staging area.

That’s where they transition into
the snowcat for a full day of deep
mountain riding.
They’ll then return to their
accommodations in Nelson or the
valley for the night.

Land bought for future plans

While local residents won’t see
much change this year from the
operation they’re used to, Pensiero
says that doesn’t mean things won’t
change at some point.
He says they’ve purchased an
acreage in Passmore, and may build
a new welcome station/base camp
on the site. But he says that’s just a
vague plan for now… a lot depends
on the ski season to come and how
the pandemic plays out.
“I’m thinking about it, but I have
to get into it a little further down the
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road. It would even be speculation
on my part,” he says. “But I’m not
saying I’m not going to do that.
“We have to see what the
economy does, what COVID does,
and how people feel about it.”
He also notes that, with a large
number of Airbnbs available in the
area, there’s no urgency to develop
their own accommodation.
“I really like the area, and I would
like to develop what’s there, growing
a lot of the food that we use up at the
Baldface Lodge. But I have to get in
there and see what it’s all about,” he
says. “But it’s going to be like this for
at least the next two years.”
Pensiero says he’s more than
willing to talk to any locals who want
to learn more about Baldface’s plans
in the Passmore area.

Thank you for supporting your local businesses!
The key to a thriving local economy throughout the pandemic and always

NAKUSP & AREA

Jones Boys Boats

Open 9 am - 5 pm Monday to Saturday. Contactless debit/credit. Cleaning
protocols in place, customers reminded to social distance. Masks are mandatory in store.
Facebook: Bon Marche Dollar Dollar Nakusp
250-265-3644

Kaslo Kayaking & Adventure Centre

Bon Marche Dollar Dollar

Crescent Bay Construction Ltd.

Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-5 pm
Nitrile gloves must be put on (available beside the door) when entering and
discarded (beside the door) when leaving.
Phone orders and pick-up available. E-transfer payment available at cresbay@
telus.net • 250-265-3747

Kim’s Kustoms

Open regular hours, 8:30 am-5:30 pm
250-265-4012

Nakusp Glass

Open
Drop in, call or email to make an appointment.
250-265-3252, nakglass@telus.net

Nakusp Taxi

Pick-up and delivery of anything from licenced food, beverage and retail stores.
250-265-8222

Royal LePage Selkirk Realty

Open Mon-Fri 9:30 am - 4:30 pm with COVID-19 safety precautions in place.
Our agents are more than happy to help!
250-265-3635; Nakusp@royallepage.ca

Shon’s Bike - Ski - Stay

Mon-Sat, 9 am - 5:30 pm
Please drop off bike repairs to the rear entrance (in alley) of the shop. No
appointments are necessary for bike tune-ups. Our coffee shop and lounge
area is currently closed.
All 2019 bikes are on sale.
For all inquiries, call us as (250) 265-3332, email: info@shons.ca, website:
www.shons.ca, Facebook: Shon’s Bike - Ski - Stay.

Save-On-Foods

Open 8 am - 7 pm daily. Max customer limit in place. Please shop individually.
Bottle returns - up to 2 dozen max.
250-265-3662. Store Manager: Kira, Asst. Manager: Ryan

Eagle Small Motors and Repairs

Monday 4-6 pm; Tuesday-Thursday 9 am-6 pm; Friday-Saturday 9 am-5 pm.
250-265-4911

KASLO & AREA
ACE Building Centre-Kaslo

Open 7:30-5 Mon-Sat, Open Sundays and most stat holidays 10-2
250-353-7628, kaslo.building@telus.net, www.kaslobuilding.com

Angry Hen Brewing Company

Open for patio and inside seating with off-sales for beer to go, 7 days a week!
Phone to pre-order or to arrange a ‘beer-it-forward’ delivery for a friend. 250353-7446, lounge@angryhenbrewing.com, Facebook, Instagram.

Cornucopia

Now open Mon-Sat, 9:30 - 5:30, closed Sunday
250-353-2594; cornkaslo@gmail.com; Facebook Cornucopiakaslo

JB’s Pub & Restaurant

Open Thurs-Sun, 3-9 pm. Hours will extend in the summer.
Takeout available 250-353-7716; 250-353-7717

We are open for business!
www.jonesboysboats.com
250.353.2550 info@jonesboysboats.com
https://www.facebook.com/Jonesboysboats
www.kasloadventurecentre.com
250-353-1925 Getting you outside for your mental health!

Kaslo Hotel

Open! Pub 11:30 am Wed – Sun, Closed Mon & Tues. Wing Wednesday every
week from 3 pm. Front desk 8 am – 11 am & 3 pm - 8 pm for check-in and reservations. Strict sanitizing protocols in place. 250-353-7714; www.kaslohotel.com;
Facebookkaslohotel.com; Facebook

Kaslo Husky

Open Mon-Fri, 5 am-8 pm; Sat 6 am-8 pm; Sun 7 am-8 pm
Physical distancing measures in effect. 250-353-2205

Kaslo Community Pharmacy

Open Monday-Friday 9:30 am-5:30 pm
We look forward to serving you!
Welcome to shop by visiting during business hours or:
By phone: 250-353-2224, By fax: 250-353-2336, By email: kaslopharm@gmail.com
For prescription refills online visit: kaslopharmacy.myrefill.ca
403 Front Street, PO Box 550, Kaslo V0G 1M0
kaslopharm@gmail.com, phone 250-353-2224, fax 250-353-2336

Kaslo Mechanical

Open! Tuesday - Friday 9 am - 5 pm, Saturday 9 am - 1 pm
Closed long weekends.
6336 Hwy 31, Kaslo • 250-353-7409

Kul Nijjar, REALTOR(R) Fair Realty Ltd.

Raven’s Nest

Open Monday to Saturday, 10:30 am – 4:00 pm; Closed Sundays. We
have a nice selection of the finest in eco-fashion and wool blankets,
our bookshelves, jewelry displays and card racks are brimming, and as
always we carry unique creations by local and international artisans.
Thanks for shopping locally – we hope to see you soon! 250-358-2178;
RavensNestBC@gmail.com; RavensNestBC.com; and on Facebook.

Sharie Merrifield’s Bookkeeping Service

Help your business succeed ! ! I will manage your GST, PST, MRDT, WCB, and
Wage Deduction Remittances in a timely manner. 25 years experience. Sharie
Merrifield (250) 358 - 6806 Email: sha01@telus.net (that is a zero, not an ‘O’)

Wilds of Canada Cycle

Bicycle sales and service
Open Thurs-Fri, 10 am-5 pm
Drop-off service for bicycle repairs. Call for appointment: 250-358-7941

Valley Voice

Open 1-833-501-1700; valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca, www.valleyvoice.ca

SILVERTON

Silverton Building Supplies

Open Monday-Saturday 8:00 am-5:00 pm
Hand sanitizer is provided. Please observe distancing.
We look forward to serving you!
250-358-2293

Silverton Camp Cafe

Under new ownership! Everything fresh baked daily.
Summer hours Monday-Saturday 9:30-2:30 Sunday 10-2
780-660-3784

Open
kul@kulnijjar.ca, 250-505-4722

SLOCAN

Sunnyside Naturals

Open Mon-Sat, 9 am-6 pm
Physical distancing measures in effect. Food takeout
Phone orders and delivery available. 250-353-9667

Village Office open – Masks Mandatory. Library open (Thursdays 1-5pm,
Sundays 11am-3pm) - COVID protocols in place; masks mandatory; take out
service available. Clinic open – Nurse Practitioner, Acupuncture - COVID
protocols in place; masks mandatory. Fitness Centre temporarily closed.

Woodbury Resort

Slocan Village Market

Boat rentals, Camping, Fishing! Angler Incentive Program Depot
Ph: 250-353-7717; Fax 250-353-2004 woodbury@netidea.com

SLOCAN VALLEY
NEW DENVER

Glacier View Service
Open 7 days, 8 am - 6 pm
250-358-2445

New Denver Community Pharmacy

Open Mon-Fri, 10 am-5:30 pm
We look forward to serving you!
Welcome to shop by visiting during business hours or:
By phone: 250-358-2500, By fax: 250-358-252, By email: kaslopharm@gmail.com
(please use reference “NDCP”) 309 6th Avenue, New Denver V0G 1S0

New Market Foods

Open every day, 8 am-6 pm
You are welcome to come and shop. Keep your distance as much as you can
with others. We have hand sanitizer at the door as well as at the tills. If you are
self isolating or not wanting to come to the store, we can do your shopping for
you and have it delivered to you or you can pick it up. You can call the store at
250-358-2270 or email shop@newmarketfoods.ca to place your orders.

Village of Slocan – Office, Library, Clinic, Fitness Centre

Open. Limiting number of customers in the store. Providing gloves and masks
to shoppers.
We are accepting orders by phone for pick-up for those who prefer not to
enter the store. We are also offering delivery services on a weekly basis.
250-355-2211, svmkt@telus.net

WINLAW

Emery Herbals Botanical Dispensary, Healing Suites and
Teaching Centre

The Botanical Dispensary is open Thursday - Saturday 12-4.
Order requests can be sent to orders@emeryherbals.com or phone 250226-7744.
Visit our online shop: https://emeryherbals.com/online-apothecary/
Colleen Emery, Cl.H, RHT (BCHA) is seeing clients onsite and online or via
phone. New clients are welcome.
All classes and programs are hosted onsite and online.

Mama Sita’s

Open for dine-in, take-out, delivery & Outdoor seating. 8 am-8 pm.
Phone or come in. 250-226-7070.

Gaia Tree Whole Foods

New hours: Mon-Sat 9 am-6 pm; Sun 10 am-4 pm
Email to order for pick-up: gaiatreewholefoods@gmail.com 250-226-7255
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Incumbents returned to office in federal election
by John Boivin, Local
Journalism Initiative
reporter
The 2021 federal election
did nothing to change the
electoral map of southeast
BC, as all three incumbents
in the Valley Voice readership
area were returned to office
by voters.
Two Conservatives and
one New Democrat from
the region will be heading
back to Ottawa for the
44th Parliament, the same
members as before the 36-day
campaign called by Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau.
The final vote results on
September 20 were a virtual
mirror of the 2019 election
in the ridings, with the rise

of the far-right populist
People’s Party the only
significant difference. That
party made huge gains in
support, relegating the hapless
Greens to last place in all
three ridings.

Cannings returned
in SOWK

In South OkanaganWest Kootenay riding, NDP
incumbent Richard Cannings
was returned to office for a
third time. Cannings won with
41.3% of the popular vote –
five percentage points above
the 2019 results. Cannings
attracted about 2,500 more
votes than he did in 2019,
widening his margin of victory
by just over 3,100 votes.
He was followed in
second place by Conservative
Party candidate Helena
Konanz, who lost about 600
votes compared to her 2019
showing.
Ken Robertson attracted
about 3,500 votes less for
his party than 2019’s Liberal
candidate, taking in 12.3%
of the vote and coming in

Are you passionate about
community service?
Nakusp Rotary may have a place
for you!

Contact Sara Collinson for details.
saracoll@telus.net

third. His was the only new
face in the race, with all other
candidates returning for a
rematch from 2019.
Trailing the pack was
Green Party candidate Tara
Howse with 3.7%, less
than half what the party
attracted last election. The
well-publicized troubles of
the federal Greens – party
leader Annamie Paul stepped
down after the election –
likely contributed to her poor
showing. Howse managed to
do better in her riding than
the party fared nationally,
however.
That was the only change
in the final standings – the
Greens slipped to last place,
replaced in fourth by the
People’s Party. PPC Candidate
Sean Taylor nearly tripled
his vote, taking 7.3% of the
ballots and coming in fourth,
well ahead of the Greens.
Taylor polled higher locally
than the party’s national
showing of 4.9%.
Ta y l o r ’s s t r o n g
performance seemed to come
mostly at the expense of the
other centre- and right-wing
parties. The party’s opposition

to public health orders like the
vaccination passport system
proved popular in the Arrow
Lakes and Slocan Valley and
other areas with high vaccine
hesistancy.
In all the voter turnout
was reasonable in the riding,
with 64.7% of eligible voters
returning a ballot.

by John Boivin, Local
Journalism Initiative
reporter
Teachers, staff and
students got over their backto-school jitters quickly
this year, says the new
superintendent for Arrow
Lakes School District 10.
“All schools reported
a smooth start-up, kids
were incredibly happy to be
back,” says Peter Dubinsky
in a report to the board of
trustees at their September 21
meeting. Dubinsky attended
his first trustee board meeting
as new superintendent of the
school district. “With some
of the restrictions taken away
– like no more grouping of
students into cohorts—that
makes a huge difference.”
While they had hoped
to begin the year in a more
traditional manner, Dubinsky
said schools continue to
follow COVID health and
safety guidelines set out
by the Province, including
limiting indoor assemblies to
50 people or two classrooms
in a single space, and
limiting outside visitors
into the building who aren’t
supporting student learning
activities.
Mask use is also still
mandatory for staff and
grade 4 students and up,
and extracurricular sports
require limits to the number
of people who can gather to
play or watch.
CUPE and the Teachers’
Association officials also

reported smooth start-ups
in a report to the district’s
Education Partnership
Committee.
Dubinsky says staff in
the district are again relying
on their expertise in outdoor
education to help students
learn in the safest way
possible.
“ We ’ r e n a t u r a l l y
outdoors anyway, and
COVID accentuated what
was already a strength in
the district, which was to be
outside even more,” he told
the Valley Voice. “And while
we look at the challenges
COVID has presented, there’s
also been some benefits. And
one of them is reinforcing the
fact that being outside is a
great place to learn.”
The district is also going
to continue to develop
and implement mental
and emotional well-being
programs, as it did last year
as well.
“What we know is in
order to do well with learning,
you have to be well,” he says.
“So the district is continuing
to place an emphasis not
only on student, but adult
well-being.”
Meanwhile, the district is
reporting healthy enrolment
numbers, with 525 students
registered, around 50 more
than was initially projected.
Nakusp Elementary saw the
biggest jump in numbers,
and no schools saw a drop
in numbers – though some
Distributed Learning students

Kootenay-Columbia
abides

The KootenayColumbia riding remained
a Conservative stronghold
this election. This race also
had a strong sense of deja
vu about it, with the three
largest parties fielding the
same candidates as 18 months
ago. Incumbent Rob Morrison
of the Conservatives held
on to his riding, with 43.2%
of the vote. That’s down by
about 2,100 votes from the
2019 election, but still enough
padding to defeat the NDP’s
Wayne Stetski, who gathered
837 fewer votes than the last
election.
Liberal candidate Robin
Goldsbury held on to the
party’s small base of support,
polling about the same
numbers as in 2019. She was

down by about 270 votes,
about .1% lower than the last
election.
As in South OkanaganWest Kootenay, the Greens
and People’s Party switched
standings. PPC candidate
Sarah Bennet tripled her
party’s returns this election,
gathering 6.9% of the
vote, raising the party into
fourth place. Meanwhile,
the Green’s Rana Nelson
collected about 1,900 votes
fewer than the PPC. As in
SOWK, the Greens collapsed
in the Kootenay-Columbia,
attracting less than half the
popular vote they did in 2019
– 4% this year compared to
9.1% in 2019.
Official figures were not
available, but reported returns
showed voter turnout to be
around 68% in the KootenayColumbia riding.

North OkanaganShuswap

The communities of
Edgewood and Needles
have found themselves in the
predominantly Conservative
riding of North OkanaganShuswap since the electoral
boundaries were redrawn
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for the 2015 election.
Conservative incumbent
Mel Arnold polled strongly
again this time, and while he
dropped by more than 2,500
votes from the 2019 election,
he still almost tripled his
nearest rival. Arnold received
46.4% of the vote, down just
about two percentage points
from his showing in 2019.
Liberal Shelley Desautels
and New Democrat Ron
Johnston ran neck-and-neck
on election night, but the
NDP edged out the Liberals
by 263 votes to place second
in the riding—a reversal from
the 2019 results, when the
Liberals were the runner-up.
The riding saw a surging
of People’s Party support
as well, with candidate
Kyle Delfing picking up a
significant 10% of the vote,
to reach fourth place. Green
Party Andrea Gunner trailed
the pack with 3,900 votes, just
half what the party garnered in
the riding in 2019.
Officials results weren’t
available, but reported returns
showed voter turnout in the
North Okanagan- Shuswap at
roughly 65%.

Smooth start to new school year at SD 10 Arrow Lakes

Be winter prepared, insulation,
heat tapes, chainsaw chains
& files, oil, chimney & stove
accessories

Electrical Supplies!!!

Large selection of fence posts, gates & fencing!
New fencing order arriving this week

– corral panels

New shipment of Gates have arrived

Pet Food and Farm
Animal Feed

Peat
Moss
$19.99/bale

Fall Bulbs & Bulk Garlic
have arrived. 10 varieties
of Garlic. Many varieties
of tulips, daffodils,
hyacinths
& mixes

Paint & Accessories

Masks are now mandatory when in store please, limit of 6 people in store at one time

We offer chainsaw sharpening & new chains made by Fred
Manures & Potting Soils for all your Gardening Needs

Straw bales $13.00

Open 9-5 Mon-Fri, 10-4 Sat, Closed Sunday

have returned to classroom
learning.

Fire emergency
preparedness

This summer’s forest
fires were an eye-opener
not only for the public and
firefighters, but also local
school officials, who are now
aware they might have a role
to play in future emergencies.
In July, as the Arrow
Lakes Complex of wildfires
threatened and forced the
evacuation of Fauquier and
Edgewood, south of Nakusp,
the district was approached
to possibly provide buses to
assist with transportation of
evacuees if needed.
The request came as a bit
of a surprise,” says Dubinsky.
“We hadn’t thought of the
district as a possible source
of transportation.”
The district’s buses are
usually taken off the road
for repair and maintenance
over the summer, and pretty
well are out-of-mind until
the fall semester approaches.
But after the inquiry from
emergency officials, the
district reinsured its buses
and reached out to CUPE
drivers.
“It was on a volunteer
basis – ‘you don’t have to,
but would you be willing,
because we need qualified
bus drivers?’ – and of course
they all said yes, which was
amazing,” he says. “So there
are implications for our
partners and our facilities
crews.”

While ultimately the
threat receded and the bus
fleet was not called upon,
the district had a small role to
play, with its property used to
pitch tents for wildfire crews
stationed in the area.
The district’s Education
Partnership Committee
discussed the incident at the
September 21 meeting, and
what role the district might
have in forest fire emergency
response in the future.
“So one of the things we
realized is, we responded,
but it was very reactive,”
he says. “It would be really
great to be proactive, to share
information like, ‘here is
what the school district can
do, here’s what’s available.’
“So at EPC we discussed
with our partners, is there
interest in coming back to
this topic, maybe invite the
community or emergency
officials to talk about the
protocols, communication
and how we might respond.”
Staff have been asked to
look into the matter further
so the district’s a bit better
prepared for next time. It’s
still at the earliest stages – a
formal plan to support forest
fire emergency services may
or may not come out of it
– but it’s clear with climate
change, the district may have
a role some day, and they
want to be prepared.
“It’s part of our reality
n o w, a n d w e h a v e t o
pay attention to it,” says
Dubinsky.
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RDCK considers purchase of Krestova parkland
by Jan McMurray
The RDCK is considering
purchasing a 134-acre private
property in Krestova to ensure its
continued use as parkland, and is
asking for public input.
“The property in question
has traditionally been used by
the community for a variety of
recreation activities, and I know
local residents would appreciate
having the lands in public care
for ongoing enjoyment,” said
Walter Popoff, director of Area H

Slocan Valley. “Our community,
especially young people, would
benefit from a recreation site that
is close by.”
In a letter to the RDCK,
Krestova residents Ivaan and
Natalia Nazaroff provide some
background about the land.
They explain that there were six
names put on the title of these
lands in 1969. “The six people
whose names were on the title
understood that these lands did
not belong to them, but that they

actually held the land in trust for
the community,” the letter says.
Ivaan’s is one of the names
on title currently, and his
grandfather, Peter J. Planiden,
was one of the original six. He
says his grandfather constantly
reminded the family about the
purpose of the lands until he died
seven years ago.
However, as the land has
been passed down to family
members over the years, the
original intent for the land has

been lost, say the Nazaroffs. The
issue has ended up in court, and
the sale of the land now needs
to go through the court process.
So three of the property owners
came together to ask the RDCK
to consider the purchase.
“For generations, this land
has been used for snowmobiling,
tobogganing, ice skating on
the pond, snowshoeing, crosscountry skiing, dirt biking,
mountain biking, horseback
riding, walking and education,”
the letter from the Nazaroffs
to the RDCK says. “Selkirk
College would bring students to
see and learn about the unique
geography that makes up this
land, elementary school children
came to the pond to learn about
tadpoles and frogs.” The letter
goes on to say that the land

features a diversity of animals
and plants, and kettle holes
created by the receding glacier
after the last ice age where
a chunk of ice broke off and
melted.
The RDCK says its staff is
investigating this opportunity
and will consider a number
of factors: the desires of the
local community, the financial
investment and ongoing
operational needs, environmental
criteria, outdoor experiences
and activities, area attributes,
management and planning
criteria, historical and cultural
attributes.
The RDCK acquires land
based on fair market value.
Acquisitions are generally not
possible without a combination
of taxation, donations and grants.
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All meetings and negotiations
about land acquisition are closed
to the public, “due to the nature
and complexity of the purchasing
process,” the RDCK says.
Members of the public can
provide input in the following
ways:
• Fill out an online feedback
form: www.rdck.ca/forms/
feedback.aspx (select “Parks”
as the topic)
• Send an email to: parks@
rdck.bc.ca
• Send mail to the attention of
the Parks department: Regional
District of Central Kootenay,
Box 590, 202 Lakeside Drive,
Nelson, BC V1L 5R4
• Contact your electoral area
director www.rdck.ca/EN/main/
government/board-of-directors.
html

– West Kootenay Residents –

Summer 2020, the Zincton
Project was introduced
for public comment as an
Expression of Interest (EOI).
Prior to the release of the EOI,
I spent decades skiing and
hiking in the area, marveling
at the terrain, the wildlife, the
views and at the consistently
deep snow.
Since I started skiing here
in the 1970s, our resource
extraction economy many
of our residents relied upon
died. In its place, we now
have a 90-day summer
tourist economy – unless
forest fires shut it down. The
winters have become bleak
economically. The Zincton
Project was initiated to build
the winter business, taking
advantage of our snow and to
fill empty existing capacity.
At the same time, the Project
intends to open up Goat Pass
to locals and create affordable
recreation opportunities – in
New Denver we don’t have a
recreation centre, skateboard
park, swimming pool or
hockey rink and it’s a 4-hour
return drive in the dark to our
‘local’ ski hills.
As with any project, there
are many voices in favour
and otherwise. There were
misunderstandings, primarily
by those afraid of a mega
Whistler/Jumbo resort.
Zincton is not, and never
has been, a large-scale ski
development – it’s a boutique
concept, targeting a narrow,
niche market.
We listened to lots of
ideas. We used the last year
to incorporate many EOI
suggestions into the recently
released Formal Proposal.
As it was originally
proposed, Zincton remains a
small lift-served ski area with
a large conservation area for
lift-assisted human powered
backcountry riding. (20%
lift-served, 80% backcountry)

We are deliberately not
asking for any public land
to be privatized. All Tenure
lands will remain public,
100% protected for future
generations. We respect
historical use, no-charge
access will continue from the
Lakes.
We found the single
greatest EOI concern was
preservation of wildlife
habitat. To meet that concern,
we’ve created a 10,000-acre
Summer Wildlife Corridor
Protection Zone. This Corridor
will exclude all commercial
activities. While this is a very
small part of the entire wildlife
corridor, Zincton will actively
work with others to add to
the corridor. This piece is a
beginning.
Zincton joined 1% for
the Planet to begin the
study and remediation of the
contaminated 125-year old
Retallack Mining District.
Currently, heavy metals
(mostly lead and arsenic)
leach into the groundwater
that eventually runs into
Kootenay Lake harming this
world-class fishery. Joining
with other agencies, we would
like to begin the process of
revitalizing this land and
water.
We are partnering with
Silversmith Power and
Light in Sandon to supply
Zincton with 100% certified,
renewable, no-fish green
power. From Day One, Zincton
will be ClimateNeutral. This
partnership will help preserve
a valuable and fascinating
local cultural asset – one
of Nikolai Tesla’s longest
running generators. We’ll also
be grid-tied to BC Hydro.
We have plans to provide
staff housing and to develop
local housing ownership for
Zincton employees. More on
this to follow.
To eliminate unnecessary

traffic on Highway 31A,
Zincton will run EV buses
between New Denver and
Kaslo. Beyond the reduction
in traffic, these buses will
provide our kids with a safe
ride to the hill and home for
day skiing. The buses will also
pick-up skiers at designated
sites to return to the gondola
BaseCamp to start another
big lift-assisted loop, or just
return to the Village at the end
of the day.
Zincton is a local initiative,
planned and developed by
long-time Kootenay residents.
We are committed to building
local business, creating more
high-quality employment and
entrepreneurial opportunities.
We want to ensure funding for
our current local services—
hospital, schools and cultural
programs—remain intact
and grow. We want to offer
opportunities for our youth to
remain in the valley and have
worthwhile jobs. Jobs that
allow them to start a family,
buy a home and continue as
a part of the community in
which they grew up.
Just like you, we want to
leave this land better than we
found it – wild and intact for
future generations of local use,
by helping eliminate much of
the negative ongoing effects
of the contaminated Retallack
mining district and protecting
the wildlife corridor. To fund
this effort, we will divert
revenue from the ski operation
for 60 years.
Take your time reading the
Formal Proposal and in-depth
Environmental Assessment,
the results are very clear. As
always, I’m prepared to sit
down with small groups and
discuss any aspect of our
proposal.
Thank you
David Harley
davidh@zincton.com
New Denver Resident
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Valemount CAO picked to head Nakusp municipal government
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
N a k u s p ’s n e w C h i e f
Administrative Officer says the
village struck him as special the first
time he came to BC two decades ago.
“For me, Nakusp has always
been a very interesting place,” says
Wayne Robinson. “It’s not a tourism
community per se, but it has a lot of
tourism draw. It’s a really good blend
between a community that’s for the
residents, for the people of the area,
but also invites a lot of people into
the area.
“The other thing I find
interesting, is the village has a
regional focus. It works really well
with the surrounding area and that’s
something I enjoy an awful lot.
Collaboration leads to success.”
The hiring of Robinson was
announced late last month by Mayor
Tom Zeleznik and Nakusp council.
He was hired after a five-month
search to replace former CAO Cheryl
Martens, who left for personal
reasons last spring.
Robinson will join the Village
of Nakusp with a blend of private
and public sector experience,
council wrote in a news release. A
former guide and resort manager,
he also worked nearly 10 years in
local government. He’s held senior
positions in Ashcroft, Lillooet, and
most recently in Valemount, a resort
village in the East Kootenay.
His last two years in Valemount
gave him direct experience with
some of the major issues facing his
newly adopted community.
“[Valemount’s] been working on
creating a geothermal district heating
system, and working on housing
issues that have been plaguing many
communities in British Columbia,”
says Robinson. “We’ve been working
on increasing housing through a new
zoning bylaw and official community
plan.”
Robinson also shepherded a new
Valemount bylaw allowing people
to live temporarily in recreational
vehicles, in order to ease the local
housing shortage. Such a bylaw
was identified as something Nakusp
needed last year.
He also will have to deal
with getting the administration’s
priority list under control. The
Village currently has 60 identified
‘priorities,’ and Acting CAO Linda
Tynan has warned council staff are
already working beyond sustainable
capacity, and called for a meeting to
reprioritize the to-do list.
“I take my lead from council, of
course,” says Robinson about that
issue. “But when I take a look at
council’s strategic priorities, a lot of
them are quite similar. They almost
repeat themselves. So a lot of what
we need to do with the priorities is
refinement, boiling them down into
smaller chunks that we can make
progress towards.
“I’m no stranger to work on
council strategic priorities… it’s
hard for councils to articulate what
it is they want to see the community
achieve, or the direction they want
to go. So I may be able to help them

with that.”
In addition to his CAO

experience, Wayne has a strong
corporate administration background

and experience in municipal
recreation service delivery.
“Wayne’s background is an
excellent fit for Nakusp” said Mayor
Zeleznik. “He brings a blend of
experience, education and energy
to the CAO position. I am confident
that he will provide strong leadership
to our Village staff and will work
closely with council to ensure that the
many community priorities continue
to move forward.”
Robinson is excited to take on
this challenging leadership position
and to play an active role in managing
local government services for the
Village of Nakusp.
“I am grateful for the opportunity
to serve as the CAO for the Village
of Nakusp” says Robinson. “My
wife Tracey and I look forward to
enjoying all that Nakusp has to offer,
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meeting new people and becoming
active members of the community.”
Robinson will commence his
duties with the Village of Nakusp
sometime in November. His first job,
however, is one facing anyone hired
in Nakusp – finding a place to live.

Support the
Valley Voice
with a voluntary
subscription

Only $5-$50
Send Cheque or Money Order to:
Valley Voice, Box 70,
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

Wayne Robinson is the new CAO of the Village of Nakusp. He will start his new job sometime
in November.

The Langham hosts the Marc Atkinson Trio on October 19 at 7 pm. Marc Atkinson is one of
Canada’s finest JUNO-nominated, Western Canadian award-winning musicians. Tickets $20
available at Sunnyside Naturals and Willow Home Gallery in Kaslo. 50 seats max – vaccine
passport checked at the door.

I have a qualified Buyer
looking for waterfront land
with or without a home on
Slocan Lake.

Please contact me if you are
thinking of selling.
Sarah Rilkoff
250-509-0006
Valhalla Path Realty

In memory of SKANDI
1999 - 2021

It is with great sadness that we announce the demise of longtime friend
and volunteer grooming partner, Skandi who passed away from an engine
seizure late this summer. Skandi was born in Bombardier Quebec and moved
to Sandon in the 90’s where it worked faithfully for over 20 years with Frank
Barnes as sidekick in grooming the K&S trail for XC skiing. Skandi will
rest peacefully in Frank’s back yard joining the 1953 red pickup truck and
other timeworn friends. Skandi is survived by Frank Barnes and grandsled
Skanda who will be taking up the volunteer grooming duties this season in
tribute to Skandi. A celebration of life for Skandi will be held at the K&S
warming shelter in Sandon this December.
Donations towards the purchase of Skanda are appreciated and can
be made by etransfer at northslocantrailsociety@hotmail.com or in person
at locations in New Denver and Silverton. Please help us remember Skandi
and welcome Skanda to the XC trails in Sandon.
North Slocan Trails Society
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Knox Hall renovations showcased at open house
submitted
The new and improved Knox
Hall was showcased at an open
house on September 24, hosted by

the Village of New Denver. New
Denver council and CAO Lisa
Scott were on hand to greet the
over 40 community members who

ROBERTS,
Aline Marie
Germaine (nee
Liboiron)
February 6, 1950 –
Natel, British Columbia
September 30, 2021 Calgary, Alberta

Aline Marie Germaine Roberts,
born February 6, 1950 in Natel, B.C.
The oldest child of Jacqueline and
Fernand Liboiron. She has two siblings
Albert and Paul Liboiron. Aline was fondly known as “Mémère”, meaning
grandmother in French. She was a mother to many and a matriarch in our
family. She entered her eternal life on September 30, 2021 at the age of 71 after
a long struggle with cancer. Throughout this journey she was surrounded by her
children, grandchildren, friends, and extended family as well as the loving care
of the Agape Hospice staff. What an amazing 71 years she lived! Her spirit is
carried on by her husband, three children, eight grandchildren, two siblings, ten
nieces and nephews, extended family, and the most wonderful mix of friends.
We were blessed to learn so many valuable lessons from Aline during her
life. Mémère was a woman who always spoke with thoughtfulness and kindness.
Some of the lessons we learned from her, are that if you’re about to say the first
thing that comes to mind, stop, and consider it before you say it. She modeled how
to cherish others, raise a loving family, be selfless, gentle, and of course, how to
be prepared with a healthy supply of maps, keys, snacks, Kleenex, cough candies,
cozy socks, and other miscellaneous comfort items. She discovered her passion
for helping others at a young age and went on to have a very fulfilling career as
a physiotherapist. At one time or another, we all experienced the magic of her
chest percussions and often painful physio treatments. Aline was a simple, yet
elegant, woman; always putting special attention to her appearance. She loved fine
fabrics, soft colours, and shopping for pretty much anything. She felt connected
and alive in nature, especially in the fall and winter seasons with hiking, crosscountry skiing, tobogganing, and walking her loop at Confederation Park. She
danced, sewed, curled, and had a special talent for drawing. She wanted everyone
to eat well, be warm and packed the best picnic lunches for family adventures.
Travel was a huge part of Aline’s life. You will find cabinets packed full of travel
books, special notes, photo albums and dolls from each destination. Her treasures
will be cherished by her family for many years to come. Aline was drawn to all
children and was known as “the baby whisperer” of the family. Children settled
so easily in her arms. She took incredible joy in spending time with all of them:
playing, giving endless “ding dongs,” reading stories, colouring, baking, and
taking them to extracurricular activities. She looked for opportunities to show
them how good they were. When it was time for a nap, she tucked them in with
fresh sheets, a full belly, and a soft night light. She was truly their biggest fan.
Those who’ve taken all her lessons to heart will continue to ensure that every
baby is kissed, a minimum of two photos are always taken and printed. Many
will be able to recall a card or letter from her that touched their heart. She knew
the value of a good prank, and how it required years of planning. She taught us
to never give up on ourselves. Aline was a spiritual person. Her greatest gift to
the world was her love. Keep your eye out for a deer or an owl; this may be her
coming to say hello. Aline loved history, particularly family history. She is now
reunited with her parents, family and friends that went before her.
Aline is survived by her husband Don, her children Monique, Lorraine, and
Alan; her grandchildren Sheldon, Hailey, Taylor, Natasha, Simon, Paige, Hunter,
and Macey; and sons-in-law Rob and Jim and daughter-in-law Christy; siblings
Albert and Paul; and many nieces, nephews, extended family.
Donations can be made in lieu of flowers to Agape Hospice, or to Bragg
Creek Trails
http://www.agapehospice.ca/ahfunding.html
https://braggcreektrails.org/donate-now/
McInnis & Holloway “Chapel of the Bells”
2720 Centre Street North, Calgary Alberta
Viewing on October 8, 2021, at 6-8pm
Those attending will be asked to confirm one of the following, (A) COVID
vaccination (date requested), OR (B) a negative COVID test (within 72 hours),
OR (C) Medical exemption AND valid government identification (with name &
date of birth) OR (D) Under 12 years of age. Family and friends who are unable
to attend in person are invited to join Mrs. Robert’s service streamed live on
the day of the service. For those who are unable to view live, a recording of the
service will be posted. Condolences, memories and photos can also be shared
and viewed here.

attended.
The municipally owned
building that has stood in the
community since 1897 has now
been preserved, restored and
rehabilitated to meet present and
future needs of the community,
while retaining key historic
elements. The building houses
a public hall with kitchen on
the main floor, and the Reading
Centre on the lower level. It was
designated as a municipal heritage
site in 1999.
The renovation included a new
truss system, repairs to bowed
walls, new fire-resistant siding,

electrical upgrades, updated HVAC
systems, refinished flooring, arch
windows, and a modern kitchen
and bathroom. The renovation also
increased the capacity of the hall
from 44 to 70 people. The Village is
also working towards accessibility
upgrades at Knox Hall.
As part of the restoration, the
Reading Centre got new flooring
and high-speed fibre-optic internet
connections. A new technology
centre has four workstations
equipped with new desktop
computers and a large screen
for online meetings and classes.
Thanks to the CBT Community
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Technology Program, individuals
and local organizations can access
the computers and high-speed
internet for web meetings and
online education. This will be a
great resource for the community
as demands for online classes and
working remotely increases.
Thanks to this work, funded
by the Columbia Basin Trust and
Heritage BC through the Built
Heritage Grants program and the
CBT Community Development
program, this more than 100-yearold building has been successfully
revitalized and is ready to serve
the community for another century.

The opening morning ceremony for the Knox Hall open house was attended by Greg McTaggart (supervisor for the renovations), Councillor
Gerald Wagner, Janice Found (Reading Centre volunteer), Mayor Leonard Casley, Dianne Shepherd (Village staff), Councillor Colin Moss, Robin
Da Rosa (Reading Centre volunteer), CAO Lisa Scott, Judi Gardiner and Kath Angrignon (Reading Centre volunteers).

In celebration of 40 years as a fibre arts society, the Slocan Valley Threads Guild will display fine craftwork by members, and a photo collection of
some wonderful past projects at the Nelson Public Library in October and November.

Threads Guild celebrates 40 years at Yarn & Yardage
submitted
The Slocan Valley Threads Guild
invites you to ‘Yarn & Yardage,’ on the
lawn of the guild building on Sunday,
October 24 from 10 am to 2 pm. This
well-loved annual community event
is moving temporarily from spring to
fall and from indoors to out, in order
to empty our hall of fabric, yarn, raw
fleece, notions, books and patterns to
help kickstart the upcoming season
of crafting. There may even be a few

perennials.
Provincial COVID-19 protocols
will be in place (distancing and
sanitizing). Masks are optional as
this is strictly an outdoor market.
Expect reasonable prices, lots of
‘free’ or ‘by donation’ items, friendly
people and an opportunity to join the
Threads Guild for only $10 if that
is your wish. Coffee, tea, muffins
and cookies will be available at this
fundraiser.

Yarn & Yardage is just one of the
Guild’s 40th anniversary celebrations.
Another highlight will be our display
on the back wall of the Nelson Public
Library throughout October and
November. Plan a visit during open
hours to view the banners, photos
and a variety of members’ creations.
At 7 pm on October 20, Sylvia
Olsen has offered a free Zoom chat
for SVTG members. She will discuss
her most recent book, Unravelling
Canada: A Knitting Odyssey, based
on her six-week knitting tour from
Vancouver to Newfoundland. Her
tour included a stop at the Threads
Guild, where she taught a group to
knit Cowichan-style toques.
Mark your calendar and do come
out to the lawn of the Slocan Valley
Threads Guild, 7112 Perry’s Back
Road, on October 24. Parking may
be at a premium so park considerately
and no dogs please.
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A sincere thank-you
to the volunteer
firefighters serving
the the citizens
of Area D.
Aimee Watson
Director, Area D

Nakusp Fire Department - Front row: Ken Barisoff, Ledger Coates, John Guild, Capt. Richard Cann, Dan Abraham, Lt. James Peterson, Mark
Arnold, Taylor Cooke. Back row: Greg Bobicki, Chief Terry Warren, Dean Zanier, Lt. Art Olson, Michael LeCouteur, Craig Kiyono, Tyler Leeson,
Deputy Chief Reg Gustafson, Keith Green Half, Capt. Shawn Noury. Not in photo: Craig Courshesne, Gord Hogaboam, Capt. Bill Regner, Gordy
Matchett, Arnie Herridge, Bob Cann, Tom Zeleznik, Kevin Starratt, Jesse Edwards, Lee Orr, Keara Shepherd, Jarrod Teindl.

Many thanks
to our local
volunteer
firefighters!

ALL AROUND SEPTIC
250-354-3644
allsepticvac@gmail.com

Volunteer Firefighters
save lives!
Crescent Bay
Construction Ltd.
Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431 • Email
cresbay@telus.net

Sending
gratitude to all
firefighters!
We value and
appreciate
the risks you
take and the
hard work
you do for our
communities.

Burton Fire Department - Front row: Shaun Patterson, Bob Moody, Ken Rogers, Margret Simpson (CallTree Supervisor), Calvin Macdonald.
Back Row: Jim Robertson, Patty Moody, Scott Graham, Jerome Goodman, Isabel Bergeron, Fire Chief Brian Harrop.

Katrine Conroy MLA
#2 – 1006 3rd Street
Castlegar BC V1N 3X6
250-304-2783
Fauquier Fire Department - Keely, Satwant, Donovan, Judd, Owen, Carman, Sylvia, Dustin, Hernan, Nico, Bubbs, Dan, Mat, Al, Maya, Cathy.

Katrine.Conroy.MLA@leg.bc.ca
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Hats off
to all our
dedicated
volunteers!

Selkirk
Realty

306 Broadway • Nakusp • 265-3635
We salute the brave men &
women of our local volunteer
fire departments!
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Volunteer
Firefighters save
lives and homes!
Nakusp Dental
Winlaw Fire Department - Front row: Richard Defrancouer, Jason McVean, Lt. Tony Kalesnikoff, Cory Bloomfield (Training Officer), Fire Chief
Steph Whitney. Back row: Carol Fehr (Safety Officer), Capt. Sean Landers, Jerry Harrison, Kevin Patience (Safety Officer), Sidney. Not in
photo: John Roberts, Evan Walker, Josh Zukewich.

Galena Contractors
Nakusp, BC

Volunteer
Firefighters
save lives
and property

A heartfelt thank you
to Kaslo firefighters
and volunteers
for their hard
work and
commitment to
keep us safe

We appreciate the hard
work and long hours of our
volunteer firefighters

We help build the
community —
you keep it safe!

Passmore Fire Department - Front row: Fire Chief Gord Ihlen, Deputy Chief Peter Kabel, Krista Nenn. Middle row: Bradley Kinakin, Lt.
Kim Daley, Asst. Chief Mark Van Giessel, Wanda Santos, Alex Bayoff. Back row: Rose Velisek, Callum Brown, Capt. Phil MacDonald, Marly
MacDonald, Brad Braun, Peggy Frith. Not in photo: Capt. Nathan Mikkelson, Lt. Alex Kinakin, Lt. Ben Carson

ACE Kaslo Building
Centre
(250) 353-7628
www.kaslobuilding.com

Eric’s
Meat
Market
Doug & Denise & staff want
to thank the local volunteer
fire departments for keeping
our communities safe!
425 Front Street • Kaslo
Slocan Fire Department - Fire Chief Lindsay; Huguette Marr (Secretary S&DTRS); Lt. Mackenzie; Firefighters Froehlich (President S&DTRS),
Dunfield, and Whitehouse; Capt. Bergmann; Junior Firefighter White; Retired Fire Chief John Gates and Carol Barclay (Treasurer S&DTRS). Not
in photo: Captains Garnier and Marr; Firefighters A. Burton, A. Burton, Cleland, Meraz, Gorrissen, Hamerton, Johnson, Thompson, Turkington,
B. Blackshaw and Dufault (on leave); Junior Firefighter Buller; members Nicky Blackshaw and Craig Roussain.

Homegrown Market
thanks our hometown
heroes for their bravery
and sacrifice.

A sincere
thank-you
to our local
volunteer
firefighters!

Thank you to the
firefighters of Kaslo &
District for your continued
dedication and effort!
Nakusp, BC

Nakusp, BC
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Our local volunteer fire
departments
are the
best!

Slocan Village Market
250-355-2211

Hills Fire Brigade - Phil Babakaiff, Richard Allin, Evelyn Goodell, Terry Ismay, Ellen Kinsel, Gerry Kinsel, Lawrence Schiavon, Lou Lalonde,
Gord Jones (kneeling), Mat Phillips, Heather Wurtele, Trevor Wurtele, Tyler Bradley. Missing: J. Herrmann, B. Elzinga, L. Friesen, M. Schiavon,
L. Visser and several other volunteer first responders.

Our
heartfelt
appreciation goes
out to the volunteer
firefighters in our
communities!

We wish to thank
our local volunteer
firefighters for their
selfless community
service.

Mike & Tracy
Hilltop Convenience
Nakusp, BC

Thank you to our
local volunteer fire
departments for keeping
our communities safe
from harm

Mason & Dawn
250-265-8388

Our
volunteer
fire
fighters
are the
best!
201 Broadway • Nakusp, BC
250-265-3252

Thank you for your
dedication to our
communities!

RHC Insurance
Brokers

250-358-2617 • New Denver

We wish to
thank the
members
of our local
volunteer fire
departments!
416 Broadway • Nakusp
250-265-3644

New Denver Fire Department - Roy Duncan, Tyler Paynton, Fire Chief Derek Hicks, Bree Lillies, Capt. Mercedes Hicks, Deputy Chief Doug
Fischer, Calvin Reitmeier, Capt. Ric Bardati. Missing: Asst. Chief Leonard Casley, Capt. Nigel Thomas, Capt. Jamie Grierson, Alvie Bouillet,
Jordan Deakoff, Richard Harwood, Rayan Duerichen, Marie Yurychuk, Devon Duerichen, Brent Olsen, Isaac Carter.

Thank you all
firefighters for
the great job
that you do.

408 Front St, Kaslo • (250) 353-2566 • www.figmentscanada.com

New Market Foods
New Denver, BC
250-358-2270

The Village of
New Denver
thanks the
fire department
members for
their continued
service!

Nakusp
Glass

Thanks to
our volunteer
firefighters for their
amazing dedication!

Thank You to the brave
men & women of our
local fire departments
from

JB’s Pub &

4112 Highway 31 • Woodbury Creek, BC
250-353-7717 www.woodburyresort.ca
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Slocan Valley
Thanks to our local
volunteer
firefighters
for their
dedication and
commitment
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We appreciate the hard
work and dedication of
our local volunteer fire
departments

Reitmeier
Logging

New Denver, BC

T.H.E. Pharmacy
Dedicated to your Health

A heartfelt
thank you to all the
fire fighters from
Ward
and staff
(in all three
locations)

KASLO
250-353-2224
NEW DENVER
250-358-2500
CASTLEGAR
250-365-0001

Walter Popoff

You’re the
pride of the
community!

Kaslo Fire Department - Marty Cyr, Brian Montgomery, Lt. Kendrick Lawless, Geoffrey Halliday, Asst. Chief Kevin Smith, Lt. Kristi Gazzard (on the truck).

Kaslo
Mohawk

Thank you to the
volunteer fire people in
Edgewood, Fauquier,
Burton, Arrow Park &
Nakusp

– Paul Peterson

#2021.1 – (L to R) – Sean Huizinga, Capt. Orion Cooper, Brian Montgomery, Doug Yee, Geoffrey Halliday, Conrad Watt

704 Arlington Road • Slocan City
355-2245

would like to
THANK YOU
for your commitment to
our community.
405 - 4th Street Kaslo

Box Lake Lumber
Thanks our local
volunteer firemen
for their brave
community service

Nakusp, BC • 250-265-4767
We salute our local heroes.
Thanks for everything you
do.

250-358-2293

The
Village of
Kaslo

Many thanks to
the courageous
volunteers of
the Kaslo Fire
Department

411 Front St • Kaslo
250-353-2331

COMMUNITY
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Food security study says now is time for action in Arrow Lakes area
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
A new report on food security in
the Nakusp/Arrow Lakes region says
it’s time for local community food
groups to come together with local
policy makers to work on the issue.
The Arrow Lakes Food Security
Assessment was delivered to Nakusp
Village council last week. Begun
in early 2020 by the Old Fire Hall
Collective Society, the report looks
at the status of food security in the
area, and the capacity of existing
community resources to provide
sufficient quantity and quality of foods
to local households.
The report says there’s concern in
the area about food security. Climate
change, COVID and other factors are
disrupting supply chains and driving
up food costs, a real problem for many
in the region.

“For a community with annual
earnings that are 32.5% less than
the provincial median, rising food
costs represent a significant risk to
our future health,” the report says.
“Certain members of the community
already report severe food insecurity
and children arrive at school in need
of the nourishment needed to learn
and thrive.”
An online survey done by the
collective is by its nature limited, the
authors said, but gives policy-makers
a hint of the issues involved. A quarter
of respondents reported running out of
food during the month before having
money to buy more. While 13% said
they occasionally couldn’t afford
balanced meals, 6% said they often
encountered this situation. That group
reported going entire days without
food, and losing weight because they
didn’t have enough money.

This is a region that used to
produce nearly all of its food locally
before the flooding of the Arrow Lakes
Reservoir, the report notes, yet now has
fewer than a dozen market gardeners
and farm producers to feed the region.
Meanwhile, significant barriers
keep local producers from growing.
The assessment noted gaps in the
production of dairy and fish, the lack
of an abattoir or other value-added
processing facilities, uncoordinated
institutional (hospital and school) meal
programs that can’t take advantage of
local producers’ crops, the difficulty
for local producers to get their goods
on local grocery store shelves, and the
lack of distribution service options.
“Access to markets, both local and
outside the region, has been cited by
many producers as a major constraint
to expanding production capacity,”
keeping local food producers hobbled

New report rekindles interest in Nakusp biomass project
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
Nakusp Village staff have been told
to continue to pursue council’s dream
for a biomass heating plant for several
major buildings downtown.
The directive came after council
received a new report outlining the
feasibility of the alternative energy
project at the September 27 council
meeting.
Council ordered the $22,000 study
by Urban Systems last spring, after a
previous council pitch for funds was
rejected by the Columbia Basin Trust.
The new study was to take another
look at financing options, provide
greater detail on the scope and size of
the project, and gather community and
agency support.
Staff told council the new report
was encouraging.
“The report presents a solid
business case to move forward with
the project and the Village is now in a
better position to secure grant funding
as opportunities become available,”
wrote Village CFO Mark Tennant.
District heating system projects
produce heat from a central furnace
that’s distributed throughout pipes to
the desired buildings. While biomass
heating systems usually cost more to
build, they save money in the long term

thanks to their cheap fuel supply.
Based on the financial analysis
completed by Urban Systems, the
business case for proceeding with the
biomass plant is “favourable,” staff
determined, especially if 50% or more
of the costs are covered by grants from
other sources. The estimated payback
period with 50% grant funding and 50%
debt financing is 12-14 years.
The plant has an estimated lifespan
of 30 years.
A biomass plant would use waste
or excess wood from local sawmills in
a high-tech heating system. Proponents,
including Mayor Tom Zeleznik, say
such a plant would save the Village high
electrical bills, reduce greenhouse gas
emissions and possibly generate local
jobs and income.
Urban Systems studied two versions
of the plan, one that only serviced the
community’s sports complex, while the
second scenario included the Seniors’
Hall and Emergency Services Building
in a distributed heating plan. An earlier
version of the project included the
town’s two schools, but SD 10 officials
bowed out of the plan.
The estimated cost to build a
biomass plant for the sports complex
alone is $505,000. If the ESB and
Seniors’ Hall are included, the estimated
cost is $806,000, the report says.

“The actual cost to the Village will
be dependent on the amount of grant
funding that is secured,” the report
notes. “It is anticipated at this time that
the Village’s portion of funding will
have to come from debt financing or
general surplus.”
The report identifies next steps,
including refining the cost estimates,
pursuing grant funding opportunities
and determining Village financing
options, and developing long-term
wood chip purchasing agreements with
local suppliers.
Urban Systems also says the
Village should get a commitment from
the Nakusp Seniors to purchase heat
from the plant for the hall, and collect
more detailed better energy data for
each building that will be part of the
system. The Village should also explore
and understand the financial and debt
implications of such a project, and work
with local mills to confirm the wood
chip supply’s quality and quantity.
Urban Systems says the Village
could chase funding from the federal
Green and Inclusive Communities
Fund, the provincial CleanBC program,
and other agencies.
Council received the report and
directed staff continue to pursue grant
funding opportunities based on its
findings.

submitted
New Denver Hospice Society
works to support the residents and staff
at the Pavilion, the local extended care
facility.
The organization’s Friendly Visits
Program has a team of 8-10 Friendly
Visit Volunteers and tallies more than
50 individual visits to Pavilion residents
each month.
“This is a lively and committed
group that accomplishes small, great
things,” says Ana Bokstrom, hospice
program administrator. “We come in a
variety of shapes and ages from 16 to
80. The common thread is a love for this
work, and we find the rewards vastly
outweigh the effort required.”
During the extended COVID
lockdown, loss of contact took a
toll on both hospice volunteers and
Pavilion residents, Bokstrom said.

“The relationships we form with our
Pavilion buddies are solid. We listen,
read to them, play a game or take them
outside when possible. As payment, we
get warm smiles, brighter eyes when
we leave than when we arrived and a
wealth of stories.”
Bokstrom says a high point is
Tuesday at 2 pm, when volunteers join
their buddies for “some toe tapping,
seriously live music by ever-so-talented
and generous musicians. We salute
Fiddle Dee Dee and their singalong
cohort. To be able to see music reach
deep into long-forgotten memory vaults
feels miraculous – happy times are
remembered through musical magic.”
The intention of the Friendly Visits
Program is to foster relationships that
will go the distance. New Denver’s
certified volunteers are trained in
traditional hospice practices, and make

the transition to End of Life vigil when
that time arrives. In this work, NDHS is
proud to support the professional longterm care staff at the Pavilion, whose
commitment and skill is inspirational.
“Volunteering even an hour a week
is guaranteed to expand the heart,”
Bokstrom says. “Both being there for
our seniors and associating with our
hospice colleagues are rich experiences.
We get to practice the easy gift of
attachment and the harder grace of
letting go. We are warmed to witness
the comfort of familiar, trusted friends
present in the final days and hours.”
If this path of community service
draws you, NDHS will be offering
Hospice Volunteer Training this fall.
Check out www.newdenverhospice.
com and get in touch with Ana Bokstrom
at admin@newdenverhospice.ca, or
250-551-6190.

for growth, the report notes.

Steps for food security

The 25-page report is intended to
help local decision makers and local
groups involved in food security plan
the best approaches to the issues of
food access, food literacy, and food
economies.
“The first step toward achieving
local food security is to coordinate the
efforts of the various local groups who
are already involved, and to gain the
support of policy makers,” the report
suggests.
That would include distributing the
report to local politicians, government
departments, social service agencies;
establishing a local Food Security
Committee and local information

network to oversee and engage in the
sustainable implementation of a food
security plan; hire a development
coordinator to keep the committee’s
work on task; and look for funding
opportunities to continue the effort.
“The opportunities to expand and
strengthen local food production have
been well documented in the RDCK’s
Agricultural Area Plan,” the report
says. “…The Arrow Lakes region
has an opportunity to improve food
security at a local scale in conjunction
with these regional initiatives, but must
not wait for others to take the lead.”
“The time for action is now,” the
report concludes.
Nakusp council received the report
as information.

Land Act:
Notice of Application for a
Disposition of Crown Land

Take notice that We, She Shreds Mountain Adventures Inc., from Krestova, BC, have
applied to the British Columbia Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural Resource
Operations and Rural Development (FLNRORD), Kootenay Boundary Region, for a
Licence of Occupation for snowmobiling clinics, avalanche courses and occupational
training situated on Provincial Crown Land located in various locations within the
West Kootenays ..
FLNRORD invites comments on this application, the Lands File is 4406264. Written
comments concerning this application should be directed to Sr. Authorization
Specialist, FLNRORD, Kootenay Boundary Region, at 1902 Theatre Road, Cranbrook,
BC V1 C 7G 1. Comments will be received by FLNRORD up to November 16, 2021.
FLNRORD may not be able to consider comments received after this date. Please
visit the website at http://comment.nrs.gov.bc.ca/ for more information.
Be advised that any response to this advertisement will be considered part of the
public record. Access to these records requires the submission of a Freedom of
Information (FOi) request. Visit http://www.gov.bc.ca/freedomofinformation to learn
more about FOi submissions.

New Denver Hospice Society offers volunteer training this fall

Two zoom Q&A sessions will held on Oct 26 & Nov 8 2021 at 6pm to answer
any questions anyone may have about this application. Pre-registration is
required if you would like to attend by emailing info@sheshreds.ca
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Kaslo council, September 21: Council approves UNDRIP resolution, new arena scoreboard
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter

UNDRIP approved

The Village of Kaslo has
recognized it has an obligation and
duty to take part in the reconciliation
process with Canada’s First Nations.
Council approved a motion
that endorses the United Nations
Declaration on the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples and the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission’s Calls
for Action, which include municipal

Since
Since1986
1986

Day planners, calendars,
and cards galore
are in-store.
Come visit every day.
250.353.2566

408 Front Street, Kaslo, BC
www.figmentscanada.com

• Fresh Meat Cut Daily
• Fresh & Frozen Seafood
• Freezer Packs
• Deli Sandwiches to go
• Awesome Cheese Selection
• Fresh & Smoked Sausage
• Smoked Salmon
• Awesome Beef Jerky
• Custom Cutting
• Weekly Instore Specials

governments in its recommendations.
The motion also says the Village
recognizes it has a duty to consult
and engage with local Indigenous
communities towards mutual learning
and understanding during the Official
Community Plan review process. It
commits the Village to harmonize its
bylaws and policies with the relevant
principles of UNDRIP and the Calls
to Action.
That commitment will be detailed
in the Corporate Strategic Plan.
While municipalities are limited in
their power by legislation that makes
them a subordinate level of government
to provinces, endorsement of UNDRIP
“shows support for the principles of
the Declaration generally,” a staff note
explained.
“The provincial and federal
legislation already compel
municipalities (among others) to
obtain the free, prior, and informed
consent with affected Indigenous
communities,” CAO Ian Dunlop wrote
in a report. “This does not necessarily
mean achieving consent, which is not
always possible, but making a good
faith effort and legitimate process of
working towards achieving consent.”
Councillors approved the

recommendations without debate.
“I want to commend the CAO for
an excellent report,” said Councillor
Rob Lang. “I was personally really
unclear as to what the Village’s role
could be or might be in the process,
and it’s much clearer to me now. Job
well done and I’m looking forward to
this continuing process.”
Council also approved staff
contacting the Kootenay Lake
Historical Society to review the
Village’s archives to identify and
collect copies of any local records
relevant to the history and legacy of
the residential school system. Those
will be provided to the National Centre
for Truth and Reconciliation.

Fixing the Moyie

The Village is going to apply to
the federal government for help in
doing some much-needed repairs and
improvements to the community’s
heritage tourism gem – the SS Moyie.
The Moyie is in need of several
important repairs to fix everything
from the physical structure to the land
it is on.
“The SS Moyie sternwheeler, a
municipally-owned national historic
site, is a key tourism draw for the area,”
says a briefing note written by staff. “It
needs significant capital investment to
achieve the required post-pandemic
revenue streams and support resiliency
of the sector locally.”
One project is already underway
– renovating the weatherproofing
envelope around the old paddlewheeler
– but more than $400,000 in other work
has been identified. Trouble is, the
village and historical society have been
unsuccessful in finding more grant
money to pay for the work.
They’re now pinning hopes on a
$15 million Tourism Relief Fund to
pay for the projects.
The money is earmarked for the
“advancement of national tourism
priorities aligned with Canada’s
Federal Tourism Growth Strategy.”
The fund will pay for projects up
to $500,000, if they can be completed
by March 2023.
“Funding could be used to stabilize
the bank above the SS Moyie and create

an outdoor amphitheatre for events,
as well as for capital improvements
to the Visitor Information Centre to
enhance visitor and employee safety,”
notes a report to council. “Additional
elements could include expanded
digital marketplace offerings and the
development of additional promotion
and marketing content.”
It’s not known yet what kind of
matching funding might be necessary.
Council approved staff
investigating further and applying for
the fund. The Village will now go to
stakeholders like the Kootenay Lake
Historical Society, the Chamber of
Commerce, as well as tourism and
economic development groups for
more input.

New scoreboard

The Kaslo and District Arena will
be getting a new scoreboard.
Council approved spending about
$12,000 on the new clock/timekeeping
device for the sports facility – and it
won’t cost taxpayers a dime.
That’s because the money was
donated by the family of Murray
Pearson, a local man deeply involved
for many years in local sports and
recreation.
But the memorial money was being
held in the Village’s arena reserve fund,
so needed a council resolution to free
it up for use. RDCK Area D Director
Aimee Watson also has to agree on the
spending plan.
While Councillor Henry Van Mill
suggested the money could probably
be used in many better ways on the old
building, Councillor Molly Leathwood
pointed out that’s not what the gift was
intended to do.
“The donation from the Pearson
family was not for operating costs, it
was for things we aren’t necessarily
able to buy,” she said. “We’ve wanted
a new scorebox for a number of years,
they can’t even find replacement parts
for [the current one].”
Council approved the spending.
The new OES Model 009C Hockey
Scoreboard – which can be adjusted for
multiple ice sports, can count shots on
goal, penalty time, has its own horn,
and much more – should be installed

Kaslo Official Community
Plan Update
Public Meeting

Saturday October 16, 2021
2:00 pm to 4:00 pm
Kaslo Golf Club
418 Pine Street, Kaslo BC
The Village of Kaslo is updating the Official
Community Plan Bylaw 1098.
Learn about the Official Community Plan and
provide your input into updating this community
& land use planning document.
Presentation at 2:10 pm.
For more information:
Phone: (250) 353-2311
Email : OCP@Kaslo.ca

later this fall.

Sidewalk repairs

Council approved proceeding with
replacement of the sidewalk along the
north side of Front Street from Fourth
Street eastward, for approximately 45
metres.
“This is definitely one of the more
poor-condition sidewalk areas,” said
CAO Dunlop.
At Councillor Henry Van Mill’s
suggestion, staff may also add a spot
repair at 441 Front Street if time,
money and materials allow. If not,
it will be added to a future project
schedule.
Work should begin this fall, and
continue in the spring if it can’t be
completed before the snow falls.

Permissive tax
exemptions

Council gave first two readings
to a bylaw for Permission Tax
Exemptions for 22 community groups
to “recognize the value of services
provided to the community by nonprofit organizations,” a report to
council said.
The hospital (at $28,300), golf
course ($14,000) and arena ($12,000)
get the biggest breaks this year. Among
the newcomers who successfully
applied for the tax break for 2022
are the Victorian Hospital of Kaslo
Auxiliary, the Seniors’ Hall, and
Periwinkle Daycare. Eleven nonprofits getting the break occupy
Village-owned properties. In all, just
over $106,000 in taxes are being
forgiven. That amount will be shared
among all the other taxpayers in the
community.

Woodstove rebate

It’s as regular as the leaves turning
and kids going back to school – the fall
Woodstove Exchange Program is back.
Funded largely by the RDCK, local
councils also chip in a bit of money
to encourage people to turn in their
old woodstoves for more efficient,
less polluting ones. Council approved
adding $100 to the local program, to
sweeten the rebate for up to five people.
Usually one or two homeowners
take advantage of the program every
year, staff noted.

Resource recovery support

After years of work, the Regional
District of Central Kootenay has
developed its new Resource Recovery
Plan. The plan is supposed to show
the regional government has an
effective and locally supported plan
that will decrease the amount of waste
– and greenhouse gasses – produced
in the region, as well as properly
decommission legacy landfills and
increase recycling.
The plan now has to go to the
provincial government for approval.
The Regional District is asking
municipal governments – who get
their waste services delivered by the
RDCK – to provide a letter of support,
showing the plan has local buy-in.
While there are concerns about
what the potential costs of some of the
projects will be to local taxpayers – like
curbside pickup of organics – CAO
Dunlop said that “we do support the
direction it is going, subject to finding
more about costs.”

NAKUSP & THE ARROW LAKES
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Nakusp council, September 27: Food, water and land all on agenda
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter

Mt. Abriel connector trail

Council thinks a plan to link the
Mt. Abriel bike trail complex to the
village is a good idea.
Council approved writing a letter
in support of the Nakusp and Area
Bike Society’s application to develop
a trail between the community and
the world-class biking trail complex.
“NABS is looking to build [an]
approximately 10-km non-motorized
connector trail to the village that could
be used year-round as a biking, hiking,
cross-country skiing and snowshoe
trail,” wrote NABS project manager
Adam Balls. “It would also allow for
all members of the community and
visitors alike to access the Mt. Abriel
site or recreate from within the village
without the need to drive/ride on the
highway.”
A possible route has already been
identified.

Airfield on the agenda

There’s good reason for council
to take a look at improving the local
airfield – but it has to decide if the
project is a priority.
That’s the upshot of a report to
council following letters from local
pilots expressing support for the tiny
airstrip, located just north of town.
Nakusp’s airfield is a rather
minimal operation; it has five private
hangers and helipads, charges no
landing fees and offers no amenities.
“Very little investment has been

made to the airport over the past
years and minimal time is spent on
maintenance,” the report notes.
But with Village staff’s ‘to-do’
list over 60 items long, council has
to decide that it’s a priority project
– though that’s not to say the idea is
without merit, the report says.
“The letters received encouraging
council to put priority on airport
development bring up relevant points
about the potential of the airport,” the
report notes. “It is the only airport
in the region and is vital during the
wildfire season and for medevac
purposes.”
But the overworked staff can’t just
add the project to their list.
“If council wishes staff to
take immediate action to explore
opportunities for airport development,
this direction should also be combined
with discussion regarding what other
current projects could be tabled,” it
notes.
Council voted, on staff
recommendation, to add the project
to the review of council and staff
priorities, planned for December.

Playground sign

The Rotary Club’s Adventure
Park is going to get an entranceway
befitting the $200,000 project.
Council approved the Rotarians’
request to replace a minimalist
‘Playground’ sign at the entranceway
to the park with a substantial gate
that will match the state-of-the-art
playground about to be built.

Rotary will pay for the new gate,
which features a 10-foot-high stone
column capped with a cement topping
plate and horizontal log span.

Land sale

A Nakusp couple is going to be
allowed to purchase an unused plot of
land adjacent to their home.
A staff report cleared the way for
the 7,300-square-food parcel of land
near 10th Ave and Broadway to be
sold to Howard and Kathryn Cann
for $50,000.
The Canns had approached
council in the spring to ask for the
purchase. Now the deal can go ahead,
but there are conditions: the Canns will
have to pay any legal and other fees
associated with the sale, and the land
has to be consolidated and rezoned
to match the existing R1 designation
of the couple’s property. They’ll also
have to agree to a covenant restricting
building on that piece of land to match
the neighbouring properties.
If it all goes through smoothly,
the money from the sale will go into
the Village’s land sale reserve, which
can be used to fund other municipal
projects.

NACFOR supports
projects

The community of Fauquier
will be receiving support for two
community projects, thanks to
NACFOR.
Council approved requests from
Electoral Area K Director Paul
Peterson for two projects, to be paid

for by the NACOR Legacy Fund.
The Fauquier Fire Department
will receive $10,000 to reimburse it
for expenses during the summer forest
fires in their area, which forced the
community’s evacuation for several
days; and for the administrative cost for
the training of the Burton, Edgewood,
and Fauquier fire departments.
The other grant – $12,927 – will
go to the Fauquier Community Club
for construction of a unisex washroom.
The money is the community club’s
share of the $129,000 project.
NACFOR’s Legacy Fund returns
profits generated by the Nakusp and
Area Community Forest to Arrow
Lakes communities.

Well pump not well

It had a good long run, but the
water pump for the village’s well #2
finally gave up the ghost this fall,
prompting the need for immediate
replacement.
A staff report told councillors
that the well had started acting up
in September, tripping off its power
supply several times before finally
dying. It had been installed 10 years
ago, well past its expected six- to
eight-year lifespan.
The pump had the good grace to
last until after peak water season, so
its failure didn’t affect water service.
The replacement cost $30,000, and
will be paid for either from the current
capital budget, or if the unexpected
expense can’t be covered by that fund,
will come from the water reserve

instead.
Council approved the pump’s
replacement.

FireSmart funding

The Village will apply for
$150,000 to help plan and initiate
more FireSmart projects around the
community next year.
“The 2021 wildfire season was
a stark reminder of the need to be
prepared and to assist residents in
becoming resilient to these threats
through preparation,” notes a report
to council.
The Community Resiliency
Investment grant program is
wholly funded by the Union of BC
Municipalities.

Woodstove exchange

Been thinking of swapping out
your old-and-busted woodstove for a
better one? Now’s the time, if you want
to take advantage of a rebate program
offered by the RDCK and Village.
The Woodstove Exchange
Program offers a $350-$500 rebate
for anyone wanting to replace their old
stove for new. The Regional District
pays for the bulk of the program, but
$100 of that rebate is offered by the
Village. The local government will
pay the rebate for up to 10 residents
looking for an upgrade this fall.
The program helps the community
by improving air quality and reducing
health problems attributable to wood
burning.
So far three people have signed up
for the rebate this year.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Awardwinning, hand-stretched artisan pizza.
250-353-2282.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

THE VALLEY VOICE IS FOR SALE!
What an amazing opportunity to live your
dream and own your own business. Become
the proud owner of the Valley Voice and a
quaint building on the main street of New
Denver. The newspaper business can provide
a modest living for you and your family, and
wonderful community connections. If you
are so inclined, we would love to show you
the ropes and stay as long or as little as you
need us. We have absolutely loved our life as
newspaper people! Give us a call at 1-833501-1700 for a chat, or email valleyvoice@
valleyvoice.ca. Yours, Dan & Jan.
WORK YOUR DREAM JOB and be
your own boss with help from the Self
Employment program at Community
Futures! Through this program you will
receive business plan instruction and
ongoing business training and coaching
while you start your business. And if
you’re eligible you will usually also receive
financial support for the first year. To learn

Your ad
could be
here for
only $20.00
+ GST

HOURS
9 AM - 9 PM

more call 265-3674 ext. 201 or email
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.
THINKING OF STARTING, buying
or expanding your own business? If so,
Community Futures offers business loans,
counseling & training; and delivers the
Self-Employment program in the Arrow
& Slocan Lakes area. For more info leave
a message at 265-3674 ext. 201 or email
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

CARD OF THANKS

WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK Big
Pudding (Mark) and John from Waterbridge,
Greg and Eric, ambulance attendants,
Nakusp Fire/Road Rescue fellows – sorry
didn’t catch all your names, but happy to
be there so you could practice your cable
basket rescue – Dr. O and the nurses at AL
Hospital for the care given me after my
motorcycle mishap on Monday.
-Cathie and Marvin

COMING EVENTS

ELDER ABUSE PREVENTION
- Drop in at the Resource Centre on
Wednesdays, 12-2 pm, 719 Vernon
Street, Nelson (Nelson & District Seniors
Coordinating Society). 250-352-6008,
NelsonElderAbusePrevention@gmail.com,

Local, organic
homemade food

509 Harold Street
Slocan, BC, V0G 2C0
Open Thurs - Sun
250-355-2433
Tues- Sat 8 am - 4 pm

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

NEW HOURS
MON-FRI 8 A.M. - 2 P.M.

518 6th Ave • New Denver

Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area.
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm

Gaia Tree Whole Foods
Community Market

Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0
Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

421 6th Ave, New Denver
250-307-0163
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a note to slocanhistoricalsociety@yahoo.
ca. If you plan to attend in person, please
RSVP in advance, as COVID-19 protocols
will be observed.
LOCALAUTHOR RITA MOIR launches
Not of Reason: A Recipe for Outrunning
Sadness at the Vallican Whole Community
Centre on Sunday, October 17 at 2 pm.
COVID protocols for the Vallican Whole
Community Centre, including masks
and distancing, are in effect. Proof of
full immunization will be required to
comply with regulations. Registration is
limited. To register, please email ritamoir@
columbiawireless.ca with the number in
your party.
SLAC PRESENTS ‘Cellos in Harmony’
featuring cellists Jeff Faragher and Martin
Kratky on Thursday, October 14 at 7 pm at
the Slocan Lake Arts Centre in Silverton.
(30) Limited tickets for advance purchase
are available at Silverton Building Supplies.
COVID guidelines will be followed.
Contact Sue 250-777-1704 if out of town.
THE SLOCAN VALLEY THREADS
GUILD’S outside event, Yarn & Yardage,
happens Sunday, October 24, 10-2. Crafting
supplies, books, fabric, fleece, yarn, notions,

The Valley Voice October 7, 2021
coffee and cookies. Come to 7112 Perry’s
Back Road at Highway 6. Phone 250-3552459 for information.
VA L H A L L A W I L D E R N E S S
PROGRAM Bottle Drive – Saturday,
November 6, 2021 from 9am-noon. Pick-up
from Slocan Park to Slocan City. Call ahead
for large pick-ups @ 250-355-2212. Thank
you for your support.

FOR RENT

PRIME RETAIL/COMMERCIAL
SPACE available for lease on Broadway
in Nakusp. 500 to 2000 sq/ft. C-1, core
commercial. 92 W Broadway St. 250265-1568.

FOR SALE

AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING
CONTAINERS 20 ft. and 40 ft. sizes.
Kootenay Containers Sales & Rentals,
Castlegar. 250-365-3014.
WATKINS PRODUCTS, HAND
CRAFTS – Bertha Williams, #11 – 217
Zacks Rd. 250-265-9080.

FOUND

FOUND AT ROSEBERY BEACH: a
single UGG boot. 250-358-2518.

Business Classifieds start at $10.00
Call 1-833-501-1700 for details
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Bill Lander
REALTOR®
250-551-5652
bill@billlander.ca

I show all my listings!
Serving the Slocan Valley for the
16th year.
Offices in Nakusp, Nelson & Kaslo

Certified by the Province of BC to test drinking water

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

Your ad could
be here for only
$12.00 + GST

MUSIC LESSONS

• All Organic Produce
• All Organic Grains

Mon-Sat 9-6
Sunday 10-4

H. A. Benson Inc.

BIG DOG MUSIC

250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290
email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca

Community Discount Day:
Last Friday of the month

www.nelsonelderabuseprevention.ca
SHARE YOUR LGBTQ2+ STORIES in
a fun, interactive two-day theatre workshop.
Two Saturdays, October 16 and 23, Slocan
Lake Arts Centre (former Gallery),
11-4, $20. Limited to 15 participants
so register early, at 250-358-2181 or
slocanlakeartscouncil@gmail.com. Doublevaccinated only.
RARTS - PARENT SOCIETY of The
VALLICAN WHOLE Community Centre
- Announces our ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING. Monday, October 18, 2021, at
6:30 pm. Meeting will be held on Zoom.
Please RSVP to info@vallicanwhole.com
to receive the agenda & link. CHANGE OF
BYLAW PROPOSAL: Directors would like
to expand the board from max. 7 to max. 9
board members.
THE SLOCAN VALLEY HISTORICAL
SOCIETY annual general meeting will be
held Thursday, October 21 at 7 pm in the
WE Graham library in Slocan and online.
After a short business meeting, Greg
Nesteroff will do a slideshow based on
his forthcoming Lost Kootenays book. For
the agenda, last year’s minutes and a link
to where you can view the meeting, send

• Guitars and Accessories • Musical
Instruments • Vintage Vinyl Records • New
Vinyl Records • Stereo Equipment - Turntables

New Market Foods

– Bulk Ordering –

CLASSIFIED ADS

AGRICULTURE

Downtown Winlaw • 250-226-7255

Current Hours:
Monday – Saturday
10:30 am - 4:00 pm
Closed Sundays
Main Street, New Denver
250-358-2178

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription

Only $5-$50

Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

Business Classifieds
start at $10.00
Call 1-833-501-1700
for details

Support the Valley Voice with
a voluntary subscription

Only $5-$50
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HEALTH

SHADE TREE MASSAGE THERAPY
now welcoming new and returning clients
for therapeutic and relaxation treatments.
Clean, quiet, professional office located
in Winlaw. Jessica Coonen RMT 250
226-6887 shadetreemassagetherapy@
fastmail.com
YOGA WITH TYSON * ONLINE!
Chair Yoga, Restorative Yoga, Feldenkrais
classes. All ages. Info: call/text 250-5518505, email tyson@thaitouch.ca, www.
sacredearthsomatics.com.

HELP WANTED

67-YEAR-OLD MAN from New Denver
area looking for home care, part-time.
250-358-2756.

NOTICES

ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS
a problem in your life? AA, NA and ALANON (family) meetings can help. For
information on AA: in New Denver, 250358-7158; Nakusp, 250-265-4216; Kaslo,
250-353-9617. For NA: New Denver, 250551-4043. For AL-ANON (family): New
Denver, 250-551-6540. Please, if you can’t
get through, try another number.
A C A ( A D U LT C H I L D R E N O F
ALCOHOLICS / Dysfunctional Families)
anonymous group in Nakusp. Call or text
250-686-0567 for more information. www.
adultchildren.org
CARPENTER CREEK LAST
WISHES SOCIETY provides
information on preplanning for death
and advice for alternative funeral

arrangements. Ph: 250-358-7760. www.
carpentercreeklastwishessociety.ca
HAVE YOU OR SOMEONE YOU
KNOW been sexually assaulted and want
help? Call the Interior Crisis Line 24/7 at
1-888-353-CARE to discuss your options or
go directly to Arrow Lakes Hospital or your
local emergency room for confidential care.
LOCAL
TELEVISION
BROADCASTING UPDATE: The Area
H North TV Society’s conversion to digital
TV is completed as of Saturday, September
25. You will need to do a re-scan of the
TV channels to pick up the new channel
10. Those viewers with older analog TVs
will need a converter to pick up channel
8 and 10 digital TV signals (or any TV
when the analog TV broadcasting ends in
a couple of months). By law, all television
sets manufactured for sale in the U.S. and
Canada after March 1, 2007 must contain
a digital tuner (ATSC tuner). TVs labelled
as containing a digital or ATSC tuner do not
require a converter box. Channel 8 Digital
currently carries: 8-1 Knowledge, 8-2 PBS
Seattle, 8-3 CTV Vancouver, 8-4 CBC
Vancouver. Channel 10 Digital now carries
these three sub-channels: 10-5 Kiro CBS,
10-6 King5 NBC, 10-7 Global Vancouver.
The five analog channels (for older TV sets):
3 Knowledge, 6 PBS, 7 CTV, 11 CBC, 13
Global. These analog channels will continue
until the end of November 2021. Note the

Personal Classifieds start at $8.00

COMMUNITY

loss of analog signals on channels 8 and 10.
Note also. There is a change to the channel
assignment for CTV analog (which was
on 10). It has moved to channel 7. King5
and Kiro have been dropped from analog
broadcasts.
SILVERTON LAKESHORE INN is
looking for all the things taken from the
hotel as follows: all the archive pictures
that were displayed in hallway, BA sign
orange and blue, grandfather clock, air
conditioners in all the rooms, 5 old yellow
hockey jerseys in frame with broken glass,
and numerous other things. Please return,
no questions asked.
SILVERTON LAKESHORE INN is
looking for people who have witnessed:
heavy machinery driving on our septic
field, heavy machinery piling snow on our
septic field, slander against the hotel or hotel
owner. Please email buyriteautosales@
hotmail.com.
BIGFOOT INN would like to thank you for
coming forward with so much information

Next Valley Voice
Deadline:
October 15,
2021

Call 1-833-501-1700 for details

and all the supporting emails. We’re looking
forward to serving the area again one day.

PETS

NO SIT! Not your usual dog training class.
Find the AMAZING in your dog. www.
proudofmydog.ca

REAL ESTATE

NO OBLIGATION home market
evaluations. Sarah Rilkoff, 250-509-0006.
Valhalla Path Realty.
WE ARE A SEMI-RETIRED COUPLE
with children and grandchildren in Nakusp
who are looking to purchase a moderate
home in the area. Please call/text Donna
604-562-8057.

SERVICES

JOURNEYMAN PLUMBER and “B”ticket gasfitter for new construction or
renovation plumbing, water systems/

sa sa sa sa sa sa

Your ad
could be
here for
only $20.00
+ GST

21

filtration, septic. 250-777-3588 (Tim);
www.paradisevalleyplumbing.ca or email:
schaferspeare@gmail.com.
LOOKING FOR LARGE SHOP or
covered space for Rent/Lease in New
Denver/Silverton area. Prefer 14’ door and
high ceiling to fit RVs for my RV Repair
business. Alpenglow RV Services 250551-8605.

WANTED

$ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $
WILL PAY CASH for old Harley Indian
motorcycles, old cars, old metal signs, gas
pumps and 1960s to 1972 Ford Broncos.
Call 1-778-694-5724.
WE ARE A SEMI-RETIRED COUPLE
with children and grandchildren in Nakusp
who are looking to purchase a moderate
home in the area. Please call/text Donna
604-562-8057.

CONSTRUCTION,
LTD.
FOUNDATIONS • ROOFING • RENOVATIONS
Specializing in Timber Framing
Cell: 250-265-8503 Home: 250-265-2278
• BONDED Journeyman carpenter
• HPO Licenced Builder #42639

www.manciaconstruction.ca

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN
HALL LUMBER
& BUILDING SUPPLIES
SOLID
PLAN

MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter
TimberFrame Homes
Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall
Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding
Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales
dave@maddentimber.com

250 265 1807

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat
10 am to 5 pm
PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd.
Edgewood, BC

K&A

Kent & Arlene Yardcare Services
Housewatch • Free Estimates
358-2508 • 358-7785 • 505-8210
wyofonoff1@yahoo.ca

DRAFTING AND DESIGN

Experience the
WAUVIK touch!

S. KING, CET

For all your interior
renovation needs:

s.king@solid-plan.ca

- Complete Drywall
Services

(250) 358-7922

4619 Hwy 6, New Denver, BC V0G 1S1

Crescent Bay
Construction Ltd.

- Bathroom Renovations
- Carpentry and More....
Over 20 yrs Experience

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

WCB/Licensed/Insured

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431
• Email cresbay@telus.net

Vik 250-505-6509
wauvikrenos@yahoo.ca

Tim Reilly

Suite 3, 622 Front St
Nelson, BC Vll 4B7
C: (250)551-6584
Licensed Residential Builder & General Contractor
Design • Project Management • Building Services
www.trctimberworks.com

Grow Your Own
Indoor & Outdoor Garden
Supplies, Knowledgeable Staff,
Store Hours 9am – 5pm
Monday- Friday.
Closed Sundays and Long Weekends.

AVIS EXCAVATING
T: (250) 551-7127
E: joszef@airpost.net

Renovations and
Maintenance Made Easy!

Serving the Slocan Valley

• Excavation • Ditching
• Water Lines • Land Improvement
• Sand & Gravel Delivery

Wired by Alex

Electrical Contracting Ltd
Alex Joseph

47 years serving Ainsworth, Kaslo & north
All electrical work, micro-hydro & solar

Call Don (250)353-2563

250.226.7441

www.leafcabinetry.com

Jim Pownall
& Co.

LOG & TIMBER
FRAME HOMES
Crane Service

New Denver • BC
250-358-2566
jpownall@telus.net

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

Leaf Cabinetry

Residential & commercial
cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC

(250) 551-TIME (8463)

250-358-7721

• Basic Renovations & Construction •
• Painting • Landscaping •
Hourly Rate, By Appointment Only
– Slocan Lake communities Only –
Contact Tim Giles – 250-355-2559

Scarlett’s Electric

mobile

p: 250-226-7849
w: avisexcavating.com
Larry Avis: lmavis@telus.net

Randy
Speers
Construction

Construction, timber framing and HRV
installations • Serving Nakusp & Area

250-265-7313

• Power Trowel • Concrete Finishing
• Concrete Stamping and Acid
Staining • Forming • Tile Setting
• Cultured & Natural Stone Installation
CREATIVE MASONRY SOLUTIONS
FOR YOUR HOME AND BUSINESS

River Bardati
250-354-9535

COMMUNITY
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RDCK board debates parental leave for directors
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
Jen Comer was uniquely suited
for taking part in the discussion about
parental leave for RDCK directors.
The representative for the Village
of Creston was 39½ weeks pregnant,
“expecting the baby anytime now,” she
told the RDCK board at its September
23 meeting.
Currently, municipal politicians
are not considered employees, so aren’t
eligible for parental leave or childcare
benefits. And the rules state an RDCK
director is disqualified from holding
office if they miss 60 days of work, or
four consecutive board meetings. That
doesn’t count for illness or injury, or
absence with the board’s permission
– but there is no specific provision for
parental leave.
“I would encourage the committee

Lemon Creek
Lodge & Campground
Year-round facility
1-877-970-8090

HAIR

to take a look at the difference between
maternity leave and parental leave,”
she said. “And frame maternity leave
in the same way as essentially major
surgery. You are looking at recovery
for an extended period of time, and
providing allowances for that, for the
birthing parent.”
This has been an issue for
at least a decade, and the Union of
BC Municipalities passed motions
supporting the idea as far back as 2016.
“I do find it frustrating that we
have to have this conversation at a
local government level, because I think
ultimately this is a provincial issue…”
said Comer.
Proponents say providing benefits
for people raising children while engaged
in local government will bring new
voices and a wider field of possible
candidates to local leadership.

coming events
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But the idea also comes with
complications. Would a director on leave
be able to keep their board appointments?
Should the alternates of rural directors –
who are appointed, not elected – be able
to represent constituents for extended
periods of time, instead of occasionally,
as occurs now?
“This could cause concern for the
electorate,” notes a report to the board.
The cost of the benefit wouldn’t
necessarily come from local taxpayers.
The report notes the UBCM has been
directed by its members to talk to the
Province about making local councillors
eligible “to qualify for parental leave via
government benefits.”
Right now, the idea on the table
is a director could take six months off
with pay, and six months without pay
for parental leave. But that’s just a
suggestion, a starting point for debate

EDUCATION

amongst directors.
And then there’s the extended issues
of childcare, or time off for caring for
aging parents.
“Childcare expenses are not common
in local government in BC,” notes the
board report. The select committee
looking into this wants directors to weigh
in on the idea of a $10-$15/hr subsidy for
child care, to some set maximum amount
to be determined.
They’ve been asked to offer their
comments to the committee in time for
its October meeting.

Other remuneration updated

Directors also gave first approval
for a series of other changes to their pay.
The proposed changes would
increase the stipend for the board’s
standing committee chairs. Under the
new schedule, the board chair would
receive $3,352 monthly, while the

Tuesday THRU Friday
– By Appointment –

358-7769

vice-chair would receive an extra $670/
month. The chair of the Rural Affairs
Committee would receive an extra
$795 for the busy and complicated
committee, while the West, Central, and
East Resource Recovery Committee
chairs would receive $397. Chairing
any other meetings would mean $191
per event.
The stipends would be inflationprotected, and increased by the Consumer
Price Index each January 1.
All stipends would be reviewed in
the February of an election year, and the
committee recommendations would take
effect the January after the vote.
All the proposed changes still have
to be debated by the select committee,
agreed on by the full board, and a bylaw
drawn up and voted on.
The target is to have it take effect
January 1, 2022.

Bikes, Skis,
Snowshoes
Sales and
Maintenance
• Guesthouse •

Call Shon
250-265-3332

shonsbs@gmail.com

Your ad could
be here for only
$12.00 + GST
STEEL TOE JOE’S
Automotive Repair
Joe Shaw

RECYCLING

AVA’S
Hair Studio
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Owner & Journeyman Technician
3804 Pine Rd. Krestova, BC

Alongside Mountainberry

778.454.0180

MASSAGE

250-358-7199

303-6th Avenue (Main St.), New Denver

TUES

Your ad
could be
here for
only $20.00
+ GST

stjautomotive@gmail.com

ACCOMMODATIONS
Open 1 pm to 4:30 pm Tues.

REAL ESTATE GIFTS
Hand & Soul
Wellness Centre

202 Lake Avenue, Silverton

CHIROPRACTOR: Dr. Larry Zaleski
Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care
Offices in Silverton, Winlaw & Nakusp 250-358-2177

COUNSELLOR: Sue Mistretta, M.A.

Over 20 years counselling experience supporting
clients experiencing stress, anxiety, grief and other
life changes. In person and Secure Video sessions.
Now offering somatic therapy. Offices in Silverton
and Nelson. 250-777-1704
Visit www.handandsoul.ca

SUPPORT FOR
YOUR SPIRIT

Bi-weekly book study, biweekly services, Tuesday
8 am meditation, monthly
Contemplative in the Kootenays
For information & links, contact
descamp@heartsrest.com
Turner Zion United Church of
Canada is alive and welcomes
you online—and in person.

Tammy Peitzsche®
isoldit@shaw.ca
250-365-9640
Proud to serve the
Slocan
Valley!

“Experience that Moves”

Your ad could
be here for only
$12.00 + GST
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Good news for orphan grizzly bear cub in Meadow Creek
submitted
One of two orphan grizzlies in
Meadow Creek has been captured
and moved to the Northern Lights
Wildlife Shelter in Smithers.
The two young grizzly bears
appeared in Meadow Creek in late
August. The pair was seen repeatedly
around the community, feeding in
apple trees or crossing the road.
The bears were quickly identified
as orphaned cubs of the year, given
their small size and the continued
absence of their mother. Although not
confirmed, it is thought the mother
was killed as the result of a humanbear conflict.
The British Columbia Ministry
of Forests, Lands, Natural Resource
Operations and Rural Development
(FLNRORD) elected to rescue the
cubs, as they would otherwise have

a poor chance of survival. The goal
of the rescue was to capture and
move the cubs to Northern Lights
Wildlife Shelter (NLWS) in Smithers,
where they would overwinter and
contribute to a study investigating the
effectiveness of orphan grizzly bear
rehabilitation. Together with Gillian
Sanders, founder of Grizzly Bear
Coexistence Solutions, FLNRORD
wildlife veterinarian and biologists
teamed up to locate and capture the
orphaned cubs.
Finding the cubs was no simple
task. Sanders tracked bear sightings
reported by community members for
three weeks and believes the cubs
foraged within the community to
avoid the larger bears in the Lardeau
Valley. This avoidance behaviour was
however priming them to becoming
habituated to human activity and

conditioned to eating human food
sources, a scenario that all too often
leads to the death of bears. Sanders
has witnessed the progression from
apples to mortality all too often
and explains, “Many people don’t
mind if bears eat unused fruit, but
people generally have a high level of
intolerance for grizzly bears active
in daylight hours right near our
homes, and the cubs were growing
progressively bolder in their foraging.
This ‘failure to be nocturnal’ leads
to perceived or real human-bear
conflicts and frequently results in a
death sentence for bears.”
The bears proved elusive until
the early morning of September 20
when they were sighted in an apple
tree. With the help of her trained and
licensed Karelian bear dog, Wind
River Oso, Sanders and FLNRORD

submitted
Imagine a time when girls were
denied an education. They were
supposed to stay home, learn the skills
of a home maker, get married and raise
a family. Imagine if a young girl wanted
more for herself. An Unconventional
Life is the story about such a girl.
A condensed reimagining of the
movie Yentl, the performance brings to
life the tale of an unconventional young
woman and her passionate pursuit of
an education – against all odds. Kaslo
thespian Lynn van Deursen acts and
local soprano Noemi Kiss sings the
lead role from the film, accompanied
by Nelson pianist John Dean.

The piece examines gender
inequality, what it means to challenge
the status quo, and one young woman’s
journey to find her way in a maledominated society without losing
herself. Performed as if she is speaking
to a young graduating class, she tells
her story with spoken word and song.
Please join Lynn, Noémi, and John
as they tell the tale of a young Jewish

woman who challenged the status quo
and chose education over traditional
values.
The Langham presents another
opportunity to experience An
Unconventional Life, October 16 at
7:30 pm. Tickets are $20 and available
at Sunnyside Naturals and Willow
Home Gallery in Kaslo. 50 seats max
– vaccine passport check at the door.

An Unconventional Life comes back to the Langham

PALS NEEDS
YOUR HELP!

If you are a special person who can help
with either fostering or rehabilitating
young kittens who have been living in
the wild, PALS NEEDS YOU! This is an
EMERGENCY SITUATION for PALS.
These kittens are going to need patience,
kindness, and consistent training to get
them ready to be adopted into loving
homes. CALL PALS today at 250-2653792 if you can help!

WEEKLY SPONSOR:

Nakusp
(250) 265-3635 www.selkirkrealty.com

protecting fruit trees and livestock
with the use of properly installed and
maintained electric fencing. Grizzly
Bear Coexistence Solutions provides
limited cost shares on electric fencing
for bears to keep livestock, crops, and
bears safe.
The successful cub capture
is the result of an extraordinary
collaboration between the community
of Meadow Creek (for reporting
sightings and managing food
attractants), FLNRORD staff and
the many sponsors of Grizzly Bear
Coexistence Solutions, including the
RDCK, Columbia Basin Trust and
the BC Hydro’s Fish and Wildlife
Compensation Program. For more
information on the GBCS electric
fencing cost share program or safe
coexistence with grizzly bears, email
GBCS at grizzlybearsolutions@
gmail.com.

Support the
Valley Voice
with a voluntary
subscription
Only $5-$50
Send Cheque or Money Order to:
Valley Voice, Box 70,
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

Joanne Elma
Thomas

CORRECTION

In the Silverton council notes in
our Sept 9 issue (Silverton council,
August 25: Technical difficulties cause
disruption), we reported that council
received an email from the Slocan
Lake Stewardship Society (SLSS)
with concerns about logging in the
area and asking the Village to support
a moratorium. In fact, no email or any
other communication was received
from SLSS. The discussion on this
subject concerned information that
SLSS had concerns, were planning a
study, and that council ought to invite
SLSS to share those concerns and the
nature of their study with council.

wildlife veterinarian Dr. Amélie
Mathieu tracked the cubs into a
nearby forested area. The cubs were
quickly treed by the dog and, while
one climbed down and ran away, the
other could be darted with sedative
drugs. Immediately after darting, the
cub left the tree and disappeared into
thick brush. The cub was quickly
located by Oso, and was safely
prepared for transport to the wildlife
shelter. The tracking abilities of the
licenced Wildlife K-9 was critical to
the success of the operation. “Oso was
simply awesome! We would never
have been able to catch up to the cubs
without him,” smiles Sanders.
The captured cub will be cared
for at NLWS until it is released back
to a remote location in the North
Kootenay Lake area in June 2022. It
will be equipped with a GPS collar to
track its rewilding journey.
Efforts to capture the second cub
are ongoing, though it has eluded
detection since the capture of its
sibling. If capture is unsuccessful, it
is thought the cub has an increased
likelihood of survival on its own
as single young grizzly bears are
generally less bold in their activity
near humans. “The key to keeping
bears safe is to avoid attracting
them to homes and communities
by managing food attractants,”
says Sanders. This can be done by
securing garbage and compost, and
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January 19, 1953 September 26,2021

Lynn van Deursen and Noemi Kiss perform ‘An Unconventional Life’ at the Langham, October 16.

Kenneth
Gordon
Perepolkin

October 30, 1964 August 28, 2021

Ken Perepolkin was born in
New Denver, BC to Harry and Katie
Perepolkin and was raised in Hills,
BC. He was predeceased by his dad,
Harry in May, 2021.
He will be greatly missed by his
mom Katie, sister Donna, nieces Katrina (Garry), Selena (Pedro), nephews
Noah and Lorenzo and many relatives and friends.
Ken had been working as a building services worker at Douglas
College for 15 years prior to his passing. He was a firm believer in
continually learning new things and took many different courses
throughout his life both to further his education and for personal growth.
Sports were a huge part of Ken’s life but hockey was his passion. In his
spare time he worked as a scorekeeper for one of the local hockey leagues.
When he wasn’t working or taking courses, Ken enjoyed taking his
nephews to the park, getting together with his many friends, listening to
jazz, blues and rock music on vinyl, visiting his family and friends in the
Kootenays and attempting to out-fish his dad.
Ken was always there to help his family and friends when needed.
He was well-versed and knowledgeable in many things and his gentle
kindness and good-natured manner allowed him to make friends wherever
he went.
A private family service was held on September 8th.
We believe Ken is together with his dad playing crib and competing
to pull the most fish out of the water.

Jan’s life ended at the age of
68 following a diagnosis of PSP
(Progressive Supranuclear Palsy) at
the Hospice House in Kelowna, BC
on Sunday, September 26, 2021 at
10:00 a.m. Jan was comforted by the
presence of her son Brendan Davie
of Kelowna, and her brother Jeff
and sister-in-law Kathy Thomas.
Survived by her mother Elma,
predeceased by her father David
James Thomas (1976), Jan was born and raised in Welland, Ontario.
She was a cherished sister to John (2020) and his wife Linda of St.
Catharines, Ontario and Jeff (Kathy) of Penticton, B.C., along with
nephews David and Devon and nieces Melissa (2013) and Kristie.
Jan began her nursing career in the emergency department at Wellesley
Hospital in Toronto in 1974. In the early 80s she followed her brother
Jeff to Penticton, BC where she began nursing in the dialysis unit at
the Penticton Regional Hospital. Twenty years later Jan found her
calling as a remote certified nurse living in Edgewood and working
at the Edgewood Health Centre. She also nursed in Blue River and in
the extreme northern town of Atlin, British Columbia when needed.
In 1997 Jan was fortunate to meet her birth mother Olga Green
(2001) from Bishop’s Falls, Nfld. and form relationships
with her and her half-sisters Beverley (Don Peden) of Pender
Island, B.C. and Diane (Larry Robins) of Wellandport, ON.
Jan travelled extensively throughout her life loving adventures, but to
her, there was no place like home. She was happiest in Edgewood taking
walks along the shore of Lower Arrow Lake. She was involved with her
community of friends helping out in the kitchen at the Legion. She had
a lot of fun participating when she, along with her “senior” girlfriends,
posed in a Burning Desire calendar for a fundraiser for the Edgewood
fire hall. She’s loved many pets, both cats and dogs and loved to whistle
back to the birds. A lover of the outdoors, she also enjoyed her home. She
enjoyed baking, canning, knitting, needlepoint, cross stitching, quilting,
crocheting, painting and sharing whatever she made with others. She
had spunk, an infectious laugh, a vivacious spirit and a heart of gold.
She will be truly missed by all who had the good fortune of knowing her.
May she Rest In Peace.
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Planting bee held at Snk’mip Marsh Sanctuary
submitted
An enthusiastic group of about
50 Nakusp Elementary School
students, teachers and aides swarmed
the Snk’mip Marsh Sanctuary on
September 23 for a massive planting
bee in the warm September sunshine.
The day saw more than 300 native
tree seedlings and shrubs put into the
ground in recently restored areas of
the sanctuary.
The students broke into teams
and while one team was planting,
others learned about invasive species
and biodiversity using the newly
created outdoor classroom area.
After the students departed by school
bus back to Nakusp, a group of
community volunteers arrived in the
late afternoon to help finish off the
planting. Volunteers came from the
New Denver and Hills area, Trail,
Winlaw and Nakusp.
The plantings included traditional
Indigenous food/medicine plants
such as black hawthorn, blue
elderberry, Saskatoon, beaked
hazelnut, thimbleberry and Sheperdia
canadensis (Soopolallie), which the
Valhalla Foundation for Ecology was
asked to plant by a representative
of the Autonomous Sinixt, the First
People of this area. In addition,
dogwood, nootka rose, mock
orange, paper birch, bebbs willow
and black cottonwood were planted
as appropriate to the terrain. (Later
in the fall, other restored areas of
the sanctuary, including several

kilometres of decommissioned road
surfaces, will be seeded with a native
grass seed mix.)
The day’s events were organized
by the Central Kootenay Invasive
Species Society (CKISS) and hosted
by the Valhalla Foundation for
Ecology (VFE), which is the land trust
and registered charity that stewards
the nature sanctuary.
“We are thrilled to once again
partner with the VFE on restoration
and community engagement
efforts. We believe that when youth
connect with nature they become
good stewards of the land,” said
Laurie Frankcom, CKISS Education
Program Co-ordinator.
VFE Director Lorna Visser
says VFE is very grateful for their
partnership with CKISS. “Snk’mip
is a welcoming place for learning
and nature appreciation, we’re happy
to host school groups whenever
possible,” she said. “To see the delight
on the kids’ faces as they freely
ran around outdoors on a beautiful
fall day, all the exercise they were
getting, and how they really dug in to
get those plants into the ground was
gratifying. Plus they learned a lot,
both experientially and from CKISS’s
great activities such as an Invasive
Species Jeopardy game.”
The cost of the necessary plants,
seeds, and supplies for the planting
effort was funded by the Public
Conservation Assistance Fund of
the Habitat Conservation Trust

Foundation.
Ecological restoration work at
the Snk’mip Marsh Sanctuary this
summer included the construction
of several easily accessible wetland
ponds, where students can study
insects, plants, amphibians and
reptiles, the outdoor classroom area,

a new pathway that is accessible for
people with disabilities, and a fully
accessible marsh-overlook viewpoint.
Funding for this year’s ecological
restoration and trail creation work
was provided by the Columbia
Basin Trust, McLean Foundation,
Vancouver Foundation, Regional
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District of Central Kootenay, Slocan
Valley Legacy Fund, Fish & Wildlife
Compensation Program, and many
generous individual donors and
supporters of the VFE. Those
interested in learning more are invited
to check out the VFE’s website: www.
valhallafoundationforecology.org

Nakusp elementary students participated in a planting bee at Snk’mip Marsh Sanctuary on September 23.

CASE LOT
SALE
OCT 20 - NOV 2

IN-STORE + ONLINE

Planning to shop our Case Lot Sale online?
Don’t forget to register for your Online Shop account at shop.kootenay.coop

Not a member?

It’s easy to join!

Sign-up at online at
www.kootenay.coop/membership
or visit us in-store!
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