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by Jan McMurray
Ambulance stations in our area
and in other rural communities in
the province will be well staffed by
November 1 if all goes as planned.
It’s the ambulance system’s “largest
hiring push in BC’s history in rural
and remote locations,” according to
a Ministry of Health press release.
“We are on track with filling new
paramedic and dispatch positions,
and I know this is going to create more
stability in our staffing and improve
our emergency medical response and
our community paramedic services,
in rural and remote BC in particular,”
said Leanne Heppell, interim chief
ambulance officer.
Troy Clifford, president of the
Ambulance Paramedics of BC
(CUPE Local 873), reports that the
goal is to have a full complement of
paramedics in every station in our
area by November 1. This means that
New Denver, Edgewood, Winlaw
and Kaslo will each have four
permanent part-time positions, and
Nakusp will have six. With this level
of staffing, all our local ambulances
can be in service 24/7.
Although the plan in July was

to allocate only one permanent parttime position to the New Denver and
Edgewood stations, “the ministry
stepped up” with more positions,
Clifford said.
“This is a significant investment
by the Province. I’m really
encouraged by it.”
The new staffing model is called
‘scheduled on call’ (SOC) and will
see the creation of 190 new regular
positions across the province. SOC
was designed to address chronic
staffing challenges in rural and
remote communities, the ministry
says.
Those chronic staffing challenges
are largely due to the traditional
on-call staffing model, where
paramedics are paid $2/hour when
on call and regular wages when
out on an emergency call. “Without
a regular, predictable income, it
is difficult to retain and attract
paramedics in smaller communities,”
the ministry said. “The SOC staffing
model and significant increase in
positions creates permanent, salaried
jobs for paramedics and one of its
goals is to improve the recruitment
and retention of paramedics in
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Local ambulance stations to be fully staffed by November 1
smaller communities.”
Under the new model, there will
still be some traditional on-call work,
the ministry reports.
The community paramedic
positions already in place in our
communities will remain, but

will convert to SOC/community
paramedic positions. So the people
with these jobs will do community
paramedicine as well as respond
to emergencies during their shifts,
the ministry explained. Currently,
community paramedics visit patients

at their homes and do community
outreach work, and only respond
to 911 calls during their shifts if the
local ambulance is out of service or
out of the area.
All paramedics under the new
continued on page 2

“Not something they need to worry about in the city,” said Gary Wright, Elections Canada Information Officer, as he cleans up the bear scat in
front of the polling station in Silverton.

Book your
Seasonal Tire
Change online:
www.kaltire.com

NEWS

2

The Valley Voice September 23, 2021

Local ambulance stations to be fully staffed by November 1
continued from page 1
SOC model will be provided eight
hours per day of pay and assigned
work, which may include community
paramedicine work, 911 emergency
response or other duties. The ministry
says SOC shifts usually involve eight
hours at work and 16 hours on call,
for three-day rotations. So the SOC
paramedics will work three days on
and three days off, with regular pay
for eight hours a day. The remaining
16 hours per day will be paid at
the traditional on-call rate: $2/hour

when on call and regular pay when
out on a call.
Clifford, union president, says
the new three-day rotational schedule
is tough for some paramedics.
“We know we have members who
can’t commit to this model with
their personal, family and other
commitments,” he said. “I don’t have
numbers on how many people we
might lose because of this, but we
have been trying to identify them and
work through it with them.”
These ambulance service

changes are part of a series of
measures announced in July, which
included hiring 85 new full-time
paramedics for larger centres;
hiring 30 new full-time dispatchers;
reconstituting the BC Emergency
Health Services board to focus
solely on ambulance services; and
establishing and appointing a new
chief ambulance officer responsible
for the day-to-day management of
the BC Ambulance Service.
Clifford says he has had lots
of discussion with BC Emergency

Health Services about how to
better meet the needs of rural and
remote communities, and more
improvements to the system are
expected. The ministry agrees, and
says BC Emergency Health Services
and the Ambulance Paramedics of
BC “are working together to identify
a range of measures to address
employee wellness, operational
performance, workload, response
times, recruitment and retention, and
public engagement.”
When asked about wait times

for ambulances, the ministry said
that for priority patients – those
reported to have life-threatening
symptoms including cardiac arrest,
chest pain, breathing difficulties, and
severe bleeding or unconsciousness
– targets to respond are: under nine
minutes in urban/metro centres,
under 15 minutes in rural areas and
under 30 minutes in remote areas.
Wait times are longer in rural and
remote areas because ambulances in
rural and remote areas often have to
travel greater distances.

by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
Scientists studying glaciers in the
West Kootenay say local icefields lost
millions of tonnes of mass this summer,
reinforcing fears about their long-term
survival.
“It’s scary, but it’s not unexpected,”
said Dr. Brian Menounos, an
internationally renowned glaciologist
at the University of Northern BC.
“Climate scientists have been talking
about this for several decades.”
“It’s not a good-news story for the
glaciers.”
Climate scientists say the
relationship is clear: the end result
of adding more thermal energy to the
atmosphere is melting snow and ice.
Menounos uses historic and realtime satellite imagery to chart surface
elevation changes to glaciers around
the Earth. He says preliminary analysis
from aerial flyovers this summer shows
a huge loss for the Kokanee Glacier.
The icefield’s surface lowered around
2.7 metres from 2020 levels.
“This year for that particular
glacier was especially bad,” he says.
“Those measurements show over the

last year the Kokanee Glacier has lost
about two metres of water equivalent.
That’s a very strong year of mass loss.”
Kokanee Glacier is at the centre
of the 320-square-kilometre Kokanee
Glacier Park, and feeds more than 30
lakes and countless streams feeding
into Kootenay Lake and the Columbia
River system.
A combination of factors led to
the massive ice loss. The months-long
drought in the region reduced snowpack
levels. That thinner snowpack was then
peeled off the top of the glaciers by the
extreme ‘heat dome’ in July, leaving
the main glacier ice exposed for the
rest of the summer.
Melting was happening even at the
tops of the highest peaks in BC, says
Menounos.
“What that did is quickly melt
away that blanket of snow and exposed
the ice to a much longer season of
melt,” he says. Wildfire soot blanketing
the icefields also promoted melting.
“Then on top of that, you change
how reflective those surfaces are by
the tremendous wildfires we had this
summer in BC.”

to stop.”
If that glacier continues to see ice
loss – and because of climate change,
that’s the most likely scenario – it could
disappear as soon as 2030, he says.
“Probably within my lifetime,
certainly within my children’s lifetime,
that glacier will cease to exist,” he says.
“And that is going to be one of the
glaciers that I would not be surprised
we lose by the end of this decade.”
The loss of New Denver Glacier
won’t mean an end to the watershed,
says Menounos. Annual snowfalls
should keep the water system flowing.
“The demise of New Denver
Glacier… won’t necessarily affect the
area of surface flow set by seasonal
snow or unsolid precipitation,” he
says. “But it’s the timing of it, the
thermal stress that will occur if we lose
our snow and ice. We’re just putting
aquatic ecosystems at substantial
stress, and they are already feeling
stress from a number of factors.”
The icefield is like a reservoir of
cold, and without it, the ecosystem
loses an important balance.

“They are Mother Nature’s
natural reservoir, ideally suited to
releasing water when it’s needed,” he
says. “Unfortunately, our actions –
greenhouse gas emissions due to fossil
fuel use – are causing those reservoirs
to release water much too early and
we’re depleting those reservoirs.
“If you take that thermal buffering
capacity of glaciers away, you’re left
with a situation where these aquatic
ecosystems are going to change,”
Menounos said.
The fate of the New Denver and
Kokanee Glaciers is no different from
the more than 16,000 glaciers and
glacierettes in British Columbia, and
the hundreds of thousands around the
world Menounos’ team has studied.
Their work, published in the journal
Nature this spring, found the thawing
rate of icefields globally increased
fourfold between 2000 and 2019.
“We’re at the point in the
greenhouse gas emissions where if
they continue as business as usual, we
won’t see a simple linear increase, but
we’re expecting to see an acceleration

of temperature rise,” he says. “By
2040-2050, you start to see a dramatic
increase in temperatures.”
Glaciers are a crucial source of
fresh water, here and around the world.
More than a billion people could face
water shortages as a result of glacier
loss, the Nature study suggests.
“The need is critical to rapidly
mitigate greenhouse gas emissions. It
has to be done now,” Menounos says.
“If you shut off the CO2 tomorrow,
there’s still a lag to remove that excess
carbon dioxide from the atmosphere.
Stop it now and you’ll still see an
increase.”
We all have to do our part if we’re
going to change a bleak future, he says.
“One of the strong points people
need to understand is we all play a role
in solutions, and it’s not necessarily
looking at things like recycling – which
is important – but we have to look
at our lifestyles and see what other
sacrifices we are ready to make,” he
says. “Some of the actions we do here
will affect less fortunate nations and
people have to understand that.”

by Jan McMurray
The RCMP is asking anyone with
information about possible shots fired
on the west side of Slocan Lake near
Slocan in the early hours of Tuesday,
September 14 to contact the Slocan
Lake RCMP detachment at 250-3582222.
Despite a significant RCMP
response to the complaint of possible
shots fired near Slocan North Road/
Valhalla Provincial Park trailhead,
nothing was found except an abandoned
fire that was still warm.
The complaint about the shots
came in just after 3:30 am on September
14, an RCMP press release says,
and officers from the Nakusp and
New Denver detachments attended
immediately. The Southeast District
RCMP Emergency Response Team and
Police Dog Services were also called in.
“Several resources from the area
were called out to this complaint in order
to determine its validity, and to see if
there had been a crime committed,” said
Corporal Thomas Gill, Nakusp/Slocan
RCMP detachment commander, in the
press release. “Investigators searched
the area thoroughly throughout the
day, however nothing was located but
an abandoned fire that was still warm.
With the conditions we saw over the
summer, abandoning a fire in the area
is a serious concern.”
A Slocan resident told the Valley

Voice she heard several gunshots
overnight, and there was quite a police
presence at the beach in the morning.
She said they launched a drone from
the boat launch area, and she saw four
officers in camouflage and a police

dog get into a Zodiac and land at the
first sandy beach on the west side of
the lake.
For some, the incident was
reminiscent of the chilling Peter de
Groot episode in Slocan in 2014.

submitted
The BC Coroners Service has
rescheduled a public inquest into the
death of Peter John de Groot.
The inquest is scheduled to begin
on September 27 at 9:30 am at the
Nelson courthouse. It was originally
scheduled for May 19, 2020, at
the Rossland courthouse, but was
postponed due to the COVID-19
pandemic.
The death of de Groot, 45, was
reported to the BC Coroners Service
on October 13, 2014, following a
police-involved incident at a cabin
near Slocan.
Under Section 18(2) of the
Coroners Act, inquests are mandatory
for any deaths that occur while a
person was detained by or in the
custody of a peace officer.
Margaret Janzen, presiding
coroner, and a jury will hear evidence
from witnesses under oath to determine
the facts surrounding this death. The
jury will have the opportunity to make

recommendations aimed at preventing
deaths under similar circumstances.
A jury must not make any finding of
legal responsibility or express any
conclusion of law.
An inquest is a formal process that
allows public presentation of evidence
relating to a death. The jury will certify
the identity of the deceased and how,
where, when and by what means death
occurred. The inquest will be open to
the public, but seating will be limited.
Livestreaming allows the public
and media to virtually attend an
inquest. The same rules apply as for
in-person attendance at an inquest.
Reproduction, broadcasting and
publishing, including through social
media, of the BC Coroners Service
live video stream and its content is
prohibited.
To access the livestream:
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/
content/life-events/death/coronersservice/inquest-schedule-juryfindings-verdicts/inquestlivestream

Summer’s extreme heat wave hit local icefields hard

CANADA AND THE
IPCC REPORT

The recently released IPCC report says that
in northern North America, temperatures are
projected to be much higher than the global
average, especially in the winter. We’ll have
more frequent extreme heat waves, droughts,
wildfires, torrential rainfalls and floods. Our
sea ice and glaciers will shrink faster. Our
area will have more droughts and fires.
See ipcc.ch

New Denver Glacier:
gone by 2030?

The Valley Voice asked Menounos
to check the status of the New Denver
Glacier – a small icefield in Valhalla
Provincial Park -- to see if he could
determine any effects from the summer.
The results were disturbing.
“Really, in the last decade or so,
we’ve seen a five-fold increase in the
thinning rate on that particular glacier,”
he says. “It went from neutral balance
– gaining as much as it lost every year
– to losing on average one-half of a
metre of water each year.
“I don’t anticipate that is going

Open Sun. 11-3 • 411 Kootenay St, Nelson

RCMP investigates report of shots fired near Slocan

Date set for inquest into death of
Peter John de Groot
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Some grumbling, but locals are following new vaccine passport regs
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
People in the food service
industry in the Slocan Valley,
Arrow Lakes and North Kootenay
Lake region say the rollout of the
new public health rules for their
businesses is going smoother than
expected.
“We’re still busy, and people are
respecting the rules,” said Jill Cann
of Hoss and Jill’s Bistro in Nakusp.
“Everybody has been super.”
The Valley Voice contacted a
dozen businesses in communities
across the readership area to
find out how new public health
orders, that took effect on Monday,
September 13, are working. The
health regulations require individuals
to have proof of vaccination against
COVID-19 before entering some
businesses – like private gyms,
restaurants, and casinos -- or when
taking part in many public events.
In the Valley Voice area, vaccine
passports mostly affect local bars,
hotel and golf course restaurants,
and coffee shops with indoor seating.
Café’s with no set menu, and no
in-house seating, are exempt from
the new regulations.

System working

Overall, people in the food
industry say customers are adhering
to the passport rules being enforced,
if somewhat reluctantly, by restaurant
owners, managers and workers.
While some businesses were
reluctant to talk on the record, citing
ongoing community tensions about
the pandemic and health regulations,
all reported few problems in the first
days of the mandate.
“I think it’s gone better than
expected,” said Carolyn Thomson of
the Treehouse Restaurant in Kaslo.
“I was very worried leading up to
the start– it was quite stressful – and
we’ve had the odd run-in. But overall
people have been pretty okay with

it all.
“I think having a sign outside
either turns people away if they want
nothing to do with showing us their
vaccine proof, or if they walk in, they
don’t feel angry about it.”
“We were a little worried, but
it has worked out good,” says Jody
Riley, head waitress at JB’s Pub and
Restaurant in Woodbury, just north
of Ainsworth. “One group came in,
and when we said they can’t come in
without passports, they left. Simple
as that.”
“We had one couple from out of
town pull up and say they wanted
snacks,” recounts one Slocan Valley
food manager. “I said they need a
passport to eat here, but they were
welcome to take out.
“They stomped out, got in their
truck and tore off. I don’t know what
they were looking for.”
Only one establishment reported
real problems, mostly from out-ofprovince tourists.
“It’s been two days, and a decent
amount of people have treated me
like I’m the one choosing to do this,”
said one bar manager. “There’s a
good mix of people who are good
with it, people who are against it…
and then there’s the ones that treat it
like it’s our idea.”
There’s a fair amount of
resentment that it’s been left to
individual business to enforce health
orders.
“I think it’s ridiculous that
we have to be the police for the
government rules. It’s not fair,” says
Trisha Albertine of What’s Brewing
in Nakusp. “I can’t be here all day
every day while we’re open. And I
worry to leave my staff here. We’ve
already had people be asses about
face coverings and masks. And it’s
‘look, it’s not our fault. I don’t agree
with it but if I don’t follow the rules,
I get fined.’”
“My concern is for my staff, their

About 50 people gathered on Front Street in Kaslo on September 13, the day the BC Vaccine
Card mandate came into effect, to stand in solidarity. They stood in silence for one hour for
unity, love, compassion and choice. The group included both vaccinated and unvaccinated
individuals, some with masks, and some without. “No one stands alone, and all choices are
respected. We hope that message will be shared far and wide,” an organizer said.

safety,” she added, noting they were
buying video surveillance equipment
to protect staff. “I told them if they
get someone who’s belligerent, serve
them and get them out. I told my staff
not to confront people.
“I pity the fool who shows
disrespect towards my staff.”
“I never aspired to be a
policeman,” another café owner told
the Valley Voice, a sentiment echoed
by other business owners.

Impact unknown

Most of those contacted said
business had remained steady, or
they had suffered the usual end-ofsummer slowdown. But some said
there was some impact on their
bottom line.
“It has absolutely cost us
business,” said one bar owner, who
said it means the loss of many of
their regular customers, whom they
depend on in a small town. “It has
definitely been a little slower.”
“I’ve seen some people come
up to the door, see our sign and
shake their heads and walked away,”
said the Treehouse’s Thomson in
Kaslo. “We’re definitely losing some
business because of it, but we’re still
busy. So I guess it’s okay now, but
as we get into the slow season, it
won’t be.”
Some restaurants have gone to
take-out only so as not to deal with
the issue at all.
“We were disappointed that
New Denver had such a low vaccine
rate, and we got a little bit nervous
about having to be the face of the
policy that we support,” said Jamie
Bennett at the Ledge Bistro at the
Slocan Lake Golf Course. “So we
just decided we’d shut down regular

indoor service, and move to window
and take-away service.”
He said it didn’t take long
for some locals to try to skirt the
regulations.
“They’re not complaining, but
they’re asking me to potentially
bend the rules,” he says. “Let’s just
say they asked me if I was going to
enforce it. I heard others in town
weren’t, but I do want to support
it. Closing the dining room was my
solution.”
Bennett said they would probably
run to mid-October with regular
service in normal circumstances, but
have shut down the restaurant to all
but take-out immediately.
The Kaslo Hotel also announced
it was going to offer take-out service
only “[i]n order to not discriminate
against any of our customers.”
A staffperson said it was only
an interim decision that would be
reviewed periodically, and as soon
as this week.

Rural difference

The technology remains an issue
as well.
One manager said they had no
terminal for scanning the QR code on
the passport. If they weren’t closing
for the season in the next week or so,
it would have been a problem.
“We’re a rural area, many people
are making minimum wage,” she
said. “Download an app? A quarter
of our employees don’t even have
a phone.”

Business warnings

Meanwhile, some local
Chambers of Commerce have
expressed concerns about the
passport system.
“We are deeply concerned over

the recent announcement by the
Provincial government regarding
the implementation of a vaccine
verification at businesses, public
venues and events,” the Kaslo
Chamber wrote to its members,
noting it was not consulted with
by the provincial Chamber before
it endorsed the government plan.
“The new PHO will greatly impact
business owners, employers and
organizations as well as our entire
community.”
The Slocan Valley Chamber, in a
letter to the Province, said it stands
“firmly on the side of the law” but
the burden of supporting the vaccine
passport program will drive some
local businesses into the ground.
“Unease about privacy, the
division of our community and
staffing are among our members’
concerns,” it said, and called on the
Province to provide more testing
and vaccine clinics in the area, better
communication, and compensation
for businesses who have to carry out
the mandate.
The Province’s Restaurant
and Food Services Association is
cautioning food service providers to
obey the rules. President and CEO of
the BCRFA Ian Tostenson told Black
Press it supports the vaccine card
system and wants members to follow
the public health orders so they can
keep their doors open.
“It’s not going to end well,”
he said of those businesses that
don’t follow the rules. “They will
be eventually closed or fined. Your
reputation as a business that defied
protocols, I’m not so sure that
reputation long-term is going to serve
you well.”
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OPINION

STOP the
insanity

But the lies continue… Now there
are hospitals that are refusing treatment
to those who chose not to have the jab.
What is wrong with this picture? When
has so much propaganda been put into a
so-called pandemic where there is a 99.7%
recovery rate and there are cures other
than a vax? Just think about it… please…
Interesting also that with approximately
70% of individuals having taken the shot,
COVID-19 case numbers are going up.
Does this make any sense? Let’s just think
about that one. Cases rising? What does that
mean? A PCR test which has been proven
to be totally inaccurate shows a daily
case count of people who have no illness.
Hmmm. Think about that one. Children
now being able to choose to have the shot
at the age of 12 without parental consent.
Children do not die of COVID-19. CDC
and FDA under scrutiny for inaccurate
numbers and information. Numerous
doctors and scientists are trying to stop
this insanity and the media is not speaking
of this. Wonder why??? Please Dear God,
help us bring back critical thinking that you
blessed us with and cut the television wires.
Signed with Love and Concern,
Judy Klassen
Slocan

The other side
of the coin

This will be the shortest letter I’ve
written on the COVID response. In the
September 9 issue, several letters expressed
variations on this theme: People who get the
COVID shot care about their own health;
they care about other people’s health; they
don’t want to overwhelm the hospitals; and
they want life to get back to normal.
Fair enough.
My choice is to not get the COVID
shot. My reasons could fill a book, but
here are four of them: I care about my own
health. I care about other people’s health. I
don’t want to overwhelm the hospitals. And
I want life to get back to normal.
Roughly half of readers will understand
exactly what I mean and half will be
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perplexed. To the latter, I have just this to
say: the mainstream media lies. Not just a
little, but most of the time. To see reality,
you have to make a 180-degree turn: away
from your TV set.
Peace and love to all.
Lisa Ross
Kaslo
The views of Lisa Ross are not the
views of Liz Ross BScN (Public Health
Nurse- retired) of Kaslo.

Keep up the
battle

I have been following with great
interest the ongoing battle of words
between Dom Tassel and the rainbow
warriors of New Denver. Before coming to
the point of this letter, may I take a moment
to laud Dom on his fine writing abilities.
“Vibrating furniture.” “Stamping rainbows
on grizzly butts.” “Children as foot soldiers
for trendy causes.” In this, our age of nonlubricated social intercourse, his words
draw forth the wetness required. I refer, of
course, to tears of laughter.
This is not to diminish the power
of Visser/McCrory to provide hilarious
examples of sterling wordsmithery.
“Celebrating cultural diversity.” Children
painting “by hand.” “White settler folks.”
Laughed? Once again, I cried.
What I propose is this: may we keep
on ‘doing it in the road’? The walk is not
cross. It is a surprising source of gut-busting
guffaws. I, for one, want more from both
sides. Beating a dead horse, gaily festooned
or not, is always a possibility but I’m having
too much fun to want the volleys to stop.
Perhaps other New Denverites will dust
off their pens and join the fray. This cow’s
still got milk.
To conclude: Visser/McCrory, you’re
going to have to up your game if you want
my vote. I do, however, remain heartened
that your community is enriched and
enlivened by the presence of – gasp! –
women. Even gay, disabled, black ones.
Transgendered Indigenous anyone?
When will the madness stop? Please,
never!
Kris Wheeler
Slocan Park

EDITORIAL / LETTERS POLICY

The Valley Voice welcomes letters to the editor and community news
articles from our readers.
Letters and articles should be no longer than 500 words and may be
edited. We reserve the right to reject any submitted material.
Please mark your letter “LETTER TO THE EDITOR.” Include your
address and daytime phone number for verification purposes.
We will not knowingly publish any letter that is defamatory or libelous.
We will not publish anonymous letters or letters signed with pseudonyms,
except in extraordinary circumstances.
Opinions expressed in published letters are those of the author and not
necessarily those of the Valley Voice.
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KASLO HOTEL IS OPEN –

Now open from 11:30 am Wednesday to Sunday, CLOSED
Monday & Tuesday. Ask about our Happy Hour Specials.
www.kaslohotel.com 250-353-7714

The Ingrid Rice cartoon is a satirical look at current events in politics and is sponsored by the Kaslo Hotel. The Hotel does not necessarily share the political views of the artist.

Box Mountain

I attended an excellent presentation
by professional foresters and biologists
that outlined ways to mitigate wildfire
risk for ranches, farms, residences at
my home in the Chilcotin. This was in
autumn 2017 after we spent eight weeks
with our region under evacuation alert
or order. The evening was educational
about managing potential wildfire
fuel, understanding fire behaviour, and
looking at our properties through a
fire risk mitigation lens. A lot of useful
information was shared.
There was not, however, any
discussion about logging north-facing,
damp/mossy watershed areas like Box
Mountain. I don’t live there now but
grew up riding horses and walking up
on the mountain where you can sink into
cool moss up to your knees. We still have
family property in Brouse and I am very
concerned that there is still talk of logging
Box Mountain.
I’ve seen the proposed drawing and
it is horrifying – from an aesthetic point
of view; and considering steep slope
stability, the potential for sloughing/slides;
and considering the loss of ecosystems
that we cannot get back.
Our grandad, late Ernie Pigott, said
that he’d seen thousands of lightning

strikes on Box Mountain and watched a
puff of smoke appear, then die out. Even
in the dry part of summer. It’s shaded and
cool, as anyone who has walked up there
can attest. Can it burn? Absolutely. But is
wildfire risk threatening enough to log it?
No, I think you’d be hard-pressed to say
that with a clear conscience.
Earmarking this site for logging for
‘fire risk reduction’ just seems absurd. The
only possible explanation I can think of is
mislabeled financial gain. Is that possible?
We have much we can learn about
wildfire risk mitigation strategies from
the professional foresters, biologists,
ecologists. But we have to wonder when
something like this is proposed.
Patrice Gordon
Horn Lake/ Nakusp

Choose love

Choosing oneness, one focus,
one flame! The time of the rainbow
community upon mother earth has come.
We are the divine love rising. Life is an
eternal moment, and our community is
forever. There is nothing better! Hold
hands, breathe, see each other and always
choose joy together. Laugh, sing and
dance. One love in right relations. Choice
– The most powerful word in our modern
English language today, and “creation is
vibration.” You always have a choice! To
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think for yourself, to feel for yourself, to
look after yourself, to listen to others, and
to be who you love to be. The love that
you hold dear within is divine.
Choice... choosing oneness. Divine
love is everything everywhere, an allpervading infusion of joy everlasting. All
you must do is develop this vision, see
this with your own eyes, feel this within
your heart growing, and to be willing to
see this in others and share it all, all of
it, with all the world, together, forever.
Planetary yoga, all prayers, all
cultures, best life ever! We are in love.
Gratitude, big ocean love, much
gratitude. Creator... #community #peace
#joy #happiness #life #consciousness
#share #gratitude #inspiration
#mindfulness #meditation #love.
The rainbow has come and is so,
so beautiful! One people united upon
mother earth together in awe of one
father cosmos. The fifth world of peace,
the two-legged, now will gather and
create! All hearts and hands creating
together.
We are all one. One love. Love is the
higher ground. Love is your very being.
Love is life all around us. Love is God.
Love is the Great Spirit. It is this living
force within you that is your wellness,
your fire. “One eternal moment; love is
a choice and love is freedom!” Choose
love. Choose freedom.
A peaceful and joyful gathering as
the human being is returning to earth,
the light is growing within us, and our
blue planet within our cosmos listening...
vibrations... love.
Unicorns raining from the skies,
merging within the ocean emerging from
within the earth, all our angels from our
angelic realm; we are the change together
united.
I love you. Thank you.
Gian Dharam
New Denver
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Ascension in the
Age of Chaos

The chef is perplexed. His fail-safe
recipe for ‘boiled frog’ isn’t working. The
more he stirs the stew pot, the more frogs
leap out of the pot. He adds a pinch of covid
spice here and a pinch of vaccine passport
there and a massive exodus of frogs leaps
out of the cauldron. Frogs are hopping all
over the kitchen. The chef frantically tries
to put a lid on the stew pot but it is too late.
The leap frogs have ascended.
The distinction between leap frogs and
stewed frogs can be summed up in a few
words. Leap frogs know they are “endowed
by their Creator with certain inalienable
rights” while stewed frogs don’t know they
are also “endowed by their Creator with
certain inalienable rights.” Knowing or not
knowing the concept of ‘inalienable rights’
sets apart leap frogs from stewed frogs.
A sign of ascension within the leap frog
community is their awareness as to how
the chef has used the ‘boiled frog’ recipe
over and over historically to traumatize and
control humanity. The recipe is standardized
and never changes. Here is the recipe for
boiled frog.
Hyper-inflate currency, making the
purchase of food and essential items
difficult for the populace. Increase debt to
unsustainable levels, then increase taxes
and create more poverty. Eliminate small
businesses with restrictions, regulations
and fines to eliminate jobs. Close churches
and separate people from their religion
with ridicule. Remove parental rights and
fracture family structures (Mature Minors
Act). Confiscate guns so people cannot
revolt (Australia). Control what children are
taught in school and what people read, see
and hear in media. Exercise censorship (Bills
C-10 and C-36). Divide the people with race
and class warfare. Find new ways to instil
fear in the population (Delta/Mu mutations).
Use government welfare to take control of
people’s lives and make people dependent
upon the state (CERB). Control the nation’s
healthcare (Big Pharma). Control healthcare
professionals (Gag Orders). Isolate the
populace by restricting travel and movement
within the nation. Foment chaos with
orchestrated catastrophes and blame a
selected group to become scapegoats (Jews
in Germany and now the UNvaccinated
worldwide).
Though the chef may be planning
more orchestrated catastrophes to subjugate
and demoralize humanity, something is
happening worldwide. Humanity is getting
up off its knees shouting FREEDOM
FREEDOM... DOWN with the VAXX
PASS! The chef and his servants of tyranny
are trembling. Their nefarious plans are
foiled. Vaccinated men and women still
LOVE their UNvaccinated children and
elders. Vice versa, UNvaccinated men and
women still LOVE their Vaccinated children
and elders. LOVE abides and overrides fear.
Take heart, leap frogs, because soon
you will witness more and more stewed
frogs released from bondage. The chef and
his entourage of reprobates will be held to
account for their evil deeds. Their penalty
will be swift and harsh proportional to the
harm they have inflicted on humanity. No
accomplice will be able to say “I was only
following orders.” No wicked deed will be

left unpunished!
The Age of Ascension (aka the Age
of Aquarius) has arrived and with it comes
harmony and peace for our troubled planet.
“Those who do not learn from history
are doomed to repeat it.” (George Santayana)
Dona Nobis Pacem.
Ellen Chambers
Winlaw

Dear readers
re: wildfire
response

I hope this open letter will inspire you
to write your own version. Without many of
our voices heard, we will not get the changes
we need to have happen.
Emailed to flnr.minister@gov.bc.ca,
premier@gov.bc.ca, mike.farnworth.mla@
leg.bc.ca.
Dear Katrine Conroy,
As your constituent in Nakusp, I was
alarmed by the lack of appropriate response
from the BC Wildfire Service in the face of
this summer’s unprecedented fires here and
in other communities of the province.
The information they gave out was
sketchy, sometimes inaccurate, usually
later than those with boots on the ground
in local areas.
At one point they put an information
officer on Global News who did not know
that power was out in the South Okanagan,
nor the size of specific fires, nor which
communities were under evacuation order
or alert. Unacceptable. People’s lives and
livelihoods were dependent on information.
That local contractors and loggers
were unable to act without direction from
provincial higher ups who live in places
not affected/threatened by the fires was
detrimental to keeping fires from growing
to the devastating sizes they attained. That
the direction from BCWS came far too late
was appalling.
Thanks to the RDCK, an emergency
measures act/ state of emergency was
declared here long before the Province
decided it was worth it to do the same.
We need to have a better, faster, more
responsive service.
The fact that they did not implement a
campfire ban earlier, when we had already
reached record heat in a record dry year,
was weird to say the least. When I contacted
them, they quoted from their list of criteria:
record prolonged heat; did not want to
disrupt commercial interests (logging, I
assume, and ironically the local loggers
had voluntarily shut down as they knew the
dangers); disrupt tourism(!). How many
tourist operations have been bankrupted in
the past due to wildfire damage?
By their own standards, they still did
not act until pressured by the public. How
are we to have faith in that?
Also alarming for us here in Nakusp and
area was the ongoing influx of tourists who
not only ousted firefighters and evacuees
from the few accommodations available,
but no regard was taken for the possibility
of a mass evacuation should the need arise.
As you know, we have only three exit
routes, two of which are ferries which have
not enough capacity to carry even the local
residents.
There needs to be some protocol put in
place when a community and the Province
are under a state of emergency. Surely we

can’t expect life to carry on as usual at such
a time.
Extreme times call for extreme (and
urgent) measures.
Thank you for your attention to this. I
look forward to seeing meaningful changes
to the BCWS before next fire season.
With much concern,
Linda Dixon
Nakusp

Cases?

Cases, what cases, what do the case
numbers mean?
What age group, how many
symptomatic cases, are these only positive
PCR tests or are these persons admitted to
the hospital, or are these death numbers?
Or do they talk about cases of beer?
Shouldn’t these numbers be more
specific and more transparent? Are any
more details a secret, or is it a cover-up?
Does Interior Health do this on purpose, and
should they be renamed Interior Fear? Why
do they hold back any scientific evidence?
They should have some!
Now more cases, in this case judicial
cases. I doubt that they are divulged by
MSM or by diligent administrators of
Facebook.
CASE # 1: A class action suit was
brought forward by CSASPP (Canadian
Society for the Advancement of Science
in Public Policy) – a BC Supreme Court
COVID-19 Constitutional Challenge. On
August 11, 2021, Dr. Bonnie Henry was
ordered to stand trial in her capacity as the
Provincial Health Officer for the Province
of BC. She will stand trial as ordered by
the court starting April 17, 2023. The
certification hearing will be on June 20,
2022. For those unfamiliar with class actions,
a certification hearing is very important,
arguably more important than the trial. More
info: covidconstitutionalchallengebc.ca.
CASE # 2: On August 16, 2021, a
lawsuit was filed by Rocco Galati and
Tanya Gaw against the Health Authority,
represented by Dr. Bonnie Henry, and
against members of the BC government.
It will take approximately 30 days until a
response to this constitutional challenge
can be expected.
More info: constitutionalrightscentre.ca
CASE # 3: Varied comments from the
Justice Centre for Constitutional Freedoms
(jccf.ca):
In May 2021, Bonnie Henry said,
“It would not be my advice that we have
any sort of vaccine passport within British
Columbia.” Just three short months later,
Bonnie Henry is not only ordering vaccine
passports for basic activities, but going a step
further and not permitting any exemptions
for any reason.
This refusal to recognize exemptions
is contrary to BC human rights law, which
requires that individuals be accommodated
on the basis of their medical condition and
religious beliefs.
It is unthinkable that British Columbia
is requiring these experimental injections as
a condition of full participation in society,
yet this is what the BC government is doing.
The Justice Centre opposes this
profound violation of peoples’ constitutional
rights. Moreover, the vaccinated and the
unvaccinated both spread COVID-19 in
equal measure, as members of both groups
carrying the same high viral loads, when
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infected, according to data from the Centre
for Disease Control (CDC).
UNITED WE STAND, DIVIDED
WE FALL.
I hope I have stated my case.
BTW, I have turned off comments to
this letter.
Wulf Mense
Winlaw

Fundamental
justice

This is a follow-up on my previous
letters to the editor regarding the conduct
of lawyers and judges and the Charter of
Rights for Canadians.
Thanks to a generous offer by a member
of this community to contribute to a legal
fund to protect our Charter, I have filed
an appeal in the Nelson Supreme Court,as
Judge Sicotte in the Nakusp Provincial Court
suggested.
The issues at stake are:
• Do lawyers have to comply with the
law or can they obstruct justice by altering
documents submitted as evidence and not
comply with court orders.
• Can judges fabricate evidence
including inciting the plaintiff to perjury
and prefer that to the transcript of trial in
order to protect lawyers breaking the law?
• Does the BC Law Society have to
comply with their governing statute to
“uphold and protect the public interest in
the administration of justice” or can they
obstruct justice in their investigations?
• Can the Canadian Judicial Council
obstruct justice and refuse to initiate an
investigation into a judge breaching the
Criminal Code of Canada? Is that acting
judicially as required by their governing
statute?
• Can the Minister of Justice ignore a
Charter complaint contrary to his statutory
duty is to protect the public and the integrity
of our legal institutions and apply the rule of
law to everyone.
• Can the RCMP “destroy evidence” as
they have threatened.
The evidence is all publicly available at
www.fundamentaljustice.com
I thank those who showed up to court
in Nakusp or who have contacted me in
support.
I am embarrassed, however, to be a
Canadian when I read in the Valley Voice of
September 9, 2021 about the ‘Big turnout
to Nakusp Freedom Rally against vaccine
passports” and hear that over 300 people
attended to protest.
I spent some of my life in Africa in the
1970s and proudly had a ‘vaccine record’
to protect me and others from yellow
fever, small pox, and other deadly viruses.
Travelling in Mexico in the ‘80s, I spent
several months in bed as a vaccine for
hepatitis was not yet available. My partner’s
non-vaccinated mother died this spring of
COVID. I wish we didn’t have to protect
ourselves like this either.
No one is forcing you to vaccinate. It
would be great if you would, to help protect
all of us. But your fear creates a hazard for
all of us, particularly our children. If you
are justifiably fearful of our justice system,
as I have demonstrated, then why are you
not protesting something real instead of
something imaginary? My life has been
saved several times by the Canadian medical

system. Personally, I trust scientists, doctors
and nurses with my life, as they have
proven it. I don’t trust the legal system at
all. Do you?
Trevor Holsworth
New Denver

Election time
or state of
emergency?

When calling the election, PM Trudeau
said a lot happened in the last two years. We
were beset with a global pandemic and a
worsening climate crisis. Instead of calling
an election, he should have declared a state
of emergency to deal with these problems.
Members of all parties should come together
to work out a survival plan. There may be a
solution to one of the problems. India, where
the Delta variant originated, has reduced its
COVID cases considerably. Search: India
Ivermectin Blackout or go to ivmmeta.com.
Now we may be able to direct our attention
to where it is needed most.
Forests everywhere are burning. Siberia,
California, BC, Europe, Brazil. The climate
crisis seems to have jumped forward past the
point of no return. Tremendous amounts of
greenhouse gases are released that will be
trapped in the earth’s atmosphere, raising
temperatures. The burned areas will absorb
solar energy and create more heat. Next year,
there will be more forest fires. The process is
self perpetuating and is unstoppable unless
drastic action is taken. That will take a lot
of money.
In 1974, the government of Canada
gave away its ability to create money to
the banks. Now when the government
needs money, it borrows it and the debt is
running up. We are in the same situation we
were in before the Second World War. We
have an enemy to fight and the country is
broke. Instead of not being able to afford to
save ourselves, we should do what we did
back then. To finance the war, the Bank of
Canada printed the money. The Bank bought
government of Canada bonds and paid for
them with the newly minted cash. The
government paid the Bank interest on the
bonds which then, because the government
owned 100% of the Bank shares, was
returned as dividends, with only the cost
of administration deducted. There is more
to implementing this process, which is
described in recent books written by Paul
Hellyer. Paul was the Canadian Minister
of Defense and ran against Pierre Trudeau
for the leadership of the Liberal party. This
method of finance was also used to build the
Saint Lawrence Seaway, the Trans-Canada
highway, airport terminals and port facilities.
It also enabled the federal government to
assist the provinces and municipalities with
many of their major public works.
We may have good weather in the fall
and go back to ‘business as usual.’ That
will be time wasted. On TV, we will see
hurricanes, floods, and fires in other places.
It will only be a matter of time before
we face our next adverse weather event.
Instead of fighting the weather, we should be
fighting climate change. Whoever becomes
the next prime minister should declare a
state of emergency and become a leader in
fighting climate change. The financing can
be arranged.
Ed Zak
Nakusp
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New Denver council, September 14: Updated website coming

by Kathy Hartman
• The Village is getting an
updated website. Maverick Design,
a New Denver company, has
been chosen for the project. The
company’s proposal says the result
will be a website with enhanced
security, performance and overall
look and feel. CAO Lisa Scott
explained that largely due to
the pandemic, the website is an
increasingly important way for the
public to access municipal services
and information. The website update
will take five weeks and will cost

$3,591, and will be funded with
money from the COVID-19 ReStart grant.
• The Village is looking into
the suitability of the old landfill
site for future development, and
has a $40,000 provincial grant for
the project. The first stage has been
completed, and six areas of possible
contamination were identified on the
property. The next stage involves soil
investigations and testing. Council
agreed to hire Bear Environmental
for this at a cost of $20,241. The
first stage cost $3,500, so there will

VILLAGE OF
NEW DENVER

NOTICE OF TAX SALE

The following described property and improvements thereon
shall be offered for “Sale by Public Auction” at the Village
of New Denver Municipal Office, 115 Slocan Ave, on Monday,
September 27, 2021, at 10:00 am unless the delinquent taxes
and interest thereon are sooner paid:
615 6th Avenue
Lots 9, Block 51, Plan NEP557, District Lot 549, Kootenay
Land District
115 Slocan Avenue · P.O. Box 40, New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
(250) 358-2316 · office@newdenver.ca · www.newdenver.ca

VILLAGE OF
NEW DENVER
PUBLIC NOTICES

HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE
EVENT

Saturday, September 25th Silverton Public Works Yard
421 Lake Street 11:00 am - 2:00 pm
For more information, please visit https://www.rdck.ca/EN/main/
services/waste-recycling/household-hazardous-waste-roundup/household-hazardous-waste-events.html

KNOX HALL/READING CENTRE
OPEN HOUSE

There will be an unveiling of the newly renovated Knox Hall/
Reading Centre on September 24, 2021, from 10:00 AM to 2:00
PM. This will also be a good time to meet and greet our new
CAO, Lisa Scott. The tour will begin at the entrance of Knox Hall
and down to the Reading Centre and outside to the book sale.
The following is required to enter Knox Hall:
·
·
·

Proof of Vaccination or Vaccine Passport
A valid government photo id (i.e. Driver’s Licence or
BC Services Card)
Mask

BEARS & ATTRACTANTS

According to WildSafeBC, garbage is the most reported attractant involved in human-bear conflicts. A reminder for residents
to keep garbage secure until morning of collection, manage
your fruit trees by picking fruit as it ripens or use an electric
fence to protect fruit trees, feed pets indoors, and bring bird
feeders inside from April to November. If you have questions
about how to best manage your attractants, please reach out
to the WildSafeBC Community Coordinator, Cora Skaien, at
newdenver@wildsafebc.com or at 778-987-3652.
If you require assistance with picking excess fruit from your
backyard trees, please contact Audray Wright at Harvest Share:
250-814-9025 or email NDHarvestShare@gmail.com.
115 Slocan Avenue · P.O. Box 40, New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
(250) 358-2316 · office@newdenver.ca · www.newdenver.ca

be $16,259 left. After soil testing,
the next stage will be groundwater
testing. The project has eight stages
altogether.
• The Village’s bid for funding
to upgrade and replace the two
water wells was not successful.
The Village had applied for over $1
million from a Ministry of Municipal
Affairs program for the project. One
of the wells sits on the site of the
future housing project and must be
moved before the new building can
be occupied. Scott will be meeting
with Municipal Affairs later this
month to go over the unsuccessful
grant application and to discuss other
possible funding options. She told
the Valley Voice that even though
the Village didn’t get the grant, they
are still planning to go ahead with
moving the well on schedule.
• New Denver agreed to once
again partner with Silverton and
Slocan to apply for FireSmart
funding, with SIFCo taking the
lead. The funding of up to $450,000
would be used for activities such
as public education, free FireSmart
assessments for residential
properties, and wildfire mitigation
on municipal properties. SIFCo will
prepare the application.
• Colin McClure, chief financial
officer, presented council with the
financial report ending June 30. He
noted that building permit revenue
was 46% higher than at the end
of June last year. Revenue is on
track and capital projects such as
Knox Hall renovations and the fire

suppression system in the Nikkei
Internment Memorial Centre are
completed. “Lots more good news
than bad news,” commented Mayor
Leonard Casley.
• Council agreed to purchase AllNet Meeting, a software package that
will eliminate the need to print agenda
packages and other documents. This
document management system will
allow staff and councillors to access
and search documents easily on a
computer, laptop, smartphone or
tablet. The initial cost is $4,995 and
can be covered by the COVID grant.
The $3,995 annual fee will be offset
by savings in paper, ink and staff
time, the CAO said.
In her report on this, the CAO
says, “COVID-19 has resulted in
the need for municipalities to look
for alternative ways to conduct
business, especially when indoor, inperson gatherings are restricted. One
efficient way for many municipalities
to do this is by increasing the use of
technology.”
• The Village will apply for a
$10,000 grant from the Reopening
Fund for Heritage Organizations
to help recover lost revenues at the
Nikkei Internment Memorial Centre
due to COVID-19 restrictions, the
heat wave and wildfires this summer.
• A letter was received from
Bob and Linda Thomas concerning
their water pressure. Their pressure
has always been low due to the
proximity of their property to the
existing reservoir. They installed a
water booster pump some time ago.

They asked to be assured that with
the Village boundary expansion,
their water pressure issue would be
resolved and they would no longer
have to pump their water. Mayor
Casley said that “hooking up the
system won’t improve the water
pressure.” Council directed staff to
reply to the Thomas’.
• Councillor Gerald Wagner
reported that tenders for the Galena
Trail cable car repair are due in
October. Also, the Mori Trail at
Carpenter Creek has been repaired
after it was washed out during the
freshet this year.
• Councillor John Fyke gave
an update on the health centre
gym. Regional District of Central
Kootenay staff are working on a
swipe card that will allow vaccinated
members to enter.
• Council gave three readings to
a bylaw amendment to increase the
mileage rate to $0.59 per kilometre.
• The Centre for Rural Health
Research at UBC is calling for
rural BC residents to join the Rural
Community Resilience Advisory
Committee. The committee wants
to understand the rural community
response to COVID-19 and other
disruptions. Interested persons can
contact Claire Styffe at clair.styffe@
ubc.ca, include the name of their
home community as well as a few
paragraphs detailing their interest
in the committee. Only residents
that have resided in a rural BC
community since March 2020 are
eligible.

Open Letter to Dr. Bonnie Henry, Adrian Dix, and Premier John Horgan

We are a group of extremely
concerned health professionals
in the Okanagan Valley, BC.
We have some critical questions
regarding COVID-19, specifically
about the current reporting of case
numbers, statistics, and testing, and
the restrictions imposed by your
health orders. While discussion
of adjunctive and alternative safe
and effective treatments is being
stifled, the policies of mandatory
experimental vaccines and vaccine
passports are being forced upon
our province, our country, and
many other countries worldwide.
Addressing Dr. Henry, Mr. Dix and
Mr. Horgan: We – as healthcare
practitioners and citizens – expect
and deserve answers that address
these concerns directly. Proclaiming
that vaccine therapies are “safe
and effective” is misleading and
sloganistic. The reports of vaccine
injuries are increasing every day, yet
are being ignored. We are witnessing
an increase in Covid illness occurring
in fully vaccinated individuals and,
irrationally, that is being followed
by a promise of mandated boosters.1
The lack of answers and the vague
information being provided over
the past 18+ months do not instill
confidence in British Columbians.
This lack of transparency has resulted
in unprecedented divisiveness
amongst citizens, families and
friends. There are individuals who

are angry that some concerned
citizens are not complying and are
comparing our current circumstances
to the Holocaust. While this may
seem extreme, the Holocaust also
began with the small removal of
freedoms2, just as we are seeing
today. This historical atrocity started
out as a slow and seemingly innocent
removal of rights by the government,
but quickly morphed into media
control, divisiveness between groups
of people, and limitations to what
one select section of society could
do. In this way, the ordinary citizen
easily became an enemy of the
state. Today a one-sided, politicallydriven narrative, which is being
fuelled by politicians and the media,
is causing a similar divisiveness.
When only one side of the story is
made available to the public, it is
easy to understand how individuals
can become disgruntled toward
other citizens who are fighting to
maintain their freedom and bodily
autonomy. A political agenda is
clearly being pushed here, and the
refusal to address questions and
concerns of healthcare practitioners
and citizens of BC speaks volumes.
We hope all of BC and Canada will
carefully consider the information
included in this document and join
us in demanding clear, direct and
truthful answers. You must recognize
and acknowledge the problems our
country faces with our media and
— SPONSORED MESSAGE —

with our supposed leaders. We are on
a dangerous trajectory and we must
STOP —NOW! The media’s control
of information and the censorship
of knowledgeable and experienced
physicians, scientists, and lawyers
are preventing access to the two
sides of the story. The introduction
of “Fact checkers” – who are wholly
owned by Big Tech, Big Pharma, and
Big Media – being paid to censor
anyone who does not support the
government narrative. The tools of
intimidation, coercion, and bribery
are being used to divide our society,
and all of this is happening right
in front of us. Obviously, this type
of behaviour is not a reflection of
good people with good ideas; to the
contrary, it is criminal activity.
Groups of doctors are forming
international networks to investigate
public health measures and to raise
questions and concerns.3 We call
on all Canadians to join the rapidly
growing movement of ordinary
citizens who are standing up against
tyranny and violation of our human
rights and freedoms!
Please answer the 12 questions
below directly, clearly and truthfully,
with references to the data from the
scientific research on which you are
basing your decisions and policies.
To read the rest of this document:
https://freedominaction.ca/openletter-to-dr-bonnie-henry-adrian-dixand-premier-john-horgan/
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Local agriculture affected by heat, drought, smoke
by Jan McMurray
The Valley Voice checked in with
some of our local farmers to see
how this summer’s extreme heat,
drought and smoke impacted the area’s
agriculture.
“This year was definitely more
challenging than usual,” said Michael
Silver from Earth Temple Gardens in
Argenta.
The farmers we talked to said the
heat and smoke affected both the plants
and the farm workers, and watering was
a major chore.
Angela Weir of Crooked Horn
Farm in the lower Slocan Valley said
they have an excellent water supply,
but during the heat wave, “most of our
day was spent moving water around.
We do overhead watering, so it’s labour
intensive.”
Silver said seed germination was

affected, because the seeds have to be
kept moist. Even though he also has an
excellent water supply, “I can’t always
keep watering,” he said.
Most of the farmers we talked to
have a good source of water, but Mick
Wilson of Earthly Pleasures Farm in
New Denver said the water supply
could become a problem in future if
the drought keeps up. He said this year
was the biggest watering year for them
in the 20 years they’ve been farming in
New Denver.
The heat also made some crops
mature faster. Earth Temple had
multiple crops of lettuce maturing all at
once, instead of in weekly successions.
It was the same experience at
Crooked Horn Farm. “The heat wave
accelerated a lot of crops, so plantings
that are usually harvestable two weeks
apart were all ready at the same time,”

Weir said.
The harvest of some plants at
Crooked Farm has been set back
because of the heat, as well, because
they decided to wait until the heat wave
was over to do their transplanting. “We
couldn’t put out the cabbage transplants
when we wanted to, so I’m looking at
three rows of cabbage that should be
finishing, but they’re not even close,”
she said.
Wilson of Earthly Pleasures reports
that they lost their crop of 2,000 lateplanted onions because of the heat wave.
“The heat was good if you could keep
the water on the crops, but it knocked
off a couple of things that were late
planted,” he said. “The early stuff rooted
before the heat, but the June planting
was just too soon after the heat wave,
so they probably just couldn’t root.”
Although the heat was difficult to

work in, Weir said – they had to start
really early in the morning to beat the
heat – the smoke was worse.
“It was hard to breathe, and we got
headaches and were irritable,” she said.
“It was hard emotionally and mentally,
too. Being faced with the realities of
climate change and coming to terms
with the fact that this might happen
every year… it’s scary to think of how
important our local food systems are
and how challenging it’s getting to be
to farm.
“In the last five or six years, we’ve
had significant periods of smoke,
but this felt like the longest and most
oppressive.”
Silver said he and his employees
were affected by the smoke, as well, and
so were the plants, as smoke blocks the
sunlight and slows growth.
Weir says they will be adjusting
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their planting at Crooked Horn Farm
to try to beat the smoke. “We’ll do a
lot more in spring, when there’s not as
much chance for smoke, and then do
more root crops in winter,” she said. “It
means adjusting a lot of our planting.”
The smoke also affected the bottom
line for most farmers, as fewer people
came out to the farmers’ markets and
farm stands.
“The biggest problem for us with
all the smoke is the lack of tourists,”
said Barbara Ross of Burton City Cider.
“The real trick to this weather is that we
have to learn how to adapt to more of it.”
“As a farmer, you have to be able to
adapt,” Silver says. “You have to have
an open, adaptable plan.”
“I just hope it’s a wake-up call
for everyone,” Weir said. “Local food
systems are very important, and your
local food producers need you!”

Thank you for supporting your local businesses!
The key to a thriving local economy throughout the pandemic and always

NAKUSP & AREA

Jones Boys Boats

Open 9 am - 5 pm Monday to Saturday. Contactless debit/credit. Cleaning
protocols in place, customers reminded to social distance. Masks are mandatory in store.
Facebook: Bon Marche Dollar Dollar Nakusp
250-265-3644

Kaslo Kayaking & Adventure Centre

Bon Marche Dollar Dollar

Crescent Bay Construction Ltd.

Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-5 pm
Nitrile gloves must be put on (available beside the door) when entering and
discarded (beside the door) when leaving.
Phone orders and pick-up available. E-transfer payment available at cresbay@
telus.net • 250-265-3747

Kim’s Kustoms

Open regular hours, 8:30 am-5:30 pm
250-265-4012

Nakusp Glass

Open
Drop in, call or email to make an appointment.
250-265-3252, nakglass@telus.net

Nakusp Taxi

Pick-up and delivery of anything from licenced food, beverage and retail stores.
250-265-8222

Royal LePage Selkirk Realty

Open Mon-Fri 9:30 am - 4:30 pm with COVID-19 safety precautions in place.
Our agents are more than happy to help!
250-265-3635; Nakusp@royallepage.ca

Shon’s Bike - Ski - Stay

Mon-Sat, 9 am - 5:30 pm
Please drop off bike repairs to the rear entrance (in alley) of the shop. No
appointments are necessary for bike tune-ups. Our coffee shop and lounge
area is currently closed.
All 2019 bikes are on sale.
For all inquiries, call us as (250) 265-3332, email: info@shons.ca, website:
www.shons.ca, Facebook: Shon’s Bike - Ski - Stay.

Save-On-Foods

Open 8 am - 7 pm daily. Max customer limit in place. Please shop individually.
Bottle returns - up to 2 dozen max.
250-265-3662. Store Manager: Kira, Asst. Manager: Ryan

Eagle Small Motors and Repairs

Monday 4-6 pm; Tuesday-Thursday 9 am-6 pm; Friday-Saturday 9 am-5 pm.
250-265-4911

KASLO & AREA
ACE Building Centre-Kaslo

Open 7:30-5 Mon-Sat, Open Sundays and most stat holidays 10-2
250-353-7628, kaslo.building@telus.net, www.kaslobuilding.com

Angry Hen Brewing Company

Open for patio and inside seating with off-sales for beer to go, 7 days a week!
Phone to pre-order or to arrange a ‘beer-it-forward’ delivery for a friend. 250353-7446, lounge@angryhenbrewing.com, Facebook, Instagram.

Cornucopia

Now open Mon-Sat, 9:30 - 5:30, closed Sunday
250-353-2594; cornkaslo@gmail.com; Facebook Cornucopiakaslo

JB’s Pub & Restaurant

Open Thurs-Sun, 3-9 pm. Hours will extend in the summer.
Takeout available 250-353-7716; 250-353-7717

We are open for business!
www.jonesboysboats.com
250.353.2550 info@jonesboysboats.com
https://www.facebook.com/Jonesboysboats
www.kasloadventurecentre.com
250-353-1925 Getting you outside for your mental health!

Kaslo Hotel

Open! Pub 11:30 am Wed – Sun, Closed Mon & Tues. Wing Wednesday every
week from 3 pm. Front desk 8 am – 11 am & 3 pm - 8 pm for check-in and reservations. Strict sanitizing protocols in place. 250-353-7714; www.kaslohotel.com;
Facebookkaslohotel.com; Facebook

Kaslo Husky

Open Mon-Fri, 5 am-8 pm; Sat 6 am-8 pm; Sun 7 am-8 pm
Physical distancing measures in effect. 250-353-2205

Kaslo Community Pharmacy

Open Monday-Friday 9:30 am-5:30 pm
We look forward to serving you!
Welcome to shop by visiting during business hours or:
By phone: 250-353-2224, By fax: 250-353-2336, By email: kaslopharm@gmail.com
For prescription refills online visit: kaslopharmacy.myrefill.ca
403 Front Street, PO Box 550, Kaslo V0G 1M0
kaslopharm@gmail.com, phone 250-353-2224, fax 250-353-2336

Kaslo Mechanical

Open! Tuesday - Friday 9 am - 5 pm, Saturday 9 am - 1 pm
Closed long weekends.
6336 Hwy 31, Kaslo • 250-353-7409

Kul Nijjar, REALTOR(R) Fair Realty Ltd.

Raven’s Nest

Open Monday to Saturday, 10:30 am – 4:00 pm; Closed Sundays. We
have a nice selection of the finest in eco-fashion and wool blankets,
our bookshelves, jewelry displays and card racks are brimming, and as
always we carry unique creations by local and international artisans.
Thanks for shopping locally – we hope to see you soon! 250-358-2178;
RavensNestBC@gmail.com; RavensNestBC.com; and on Facebook.

Sharie Merrifield’s Bookkeeping Service

Help your business succeed ! ! I will manage your GST, PST, MRDT, WCB, and
Wage Deduction Remittances in a timely manner. 25 years experience. Sharie
Merrifield (250) 358 - 6806 Email: sha01@telus.net (that is a zero, not an ‘O’)

Wilds of Canada Cycle

Bicycle sales and service
Open Thurs-Fri, 10 am-5 pm
Drop-off service for bicycle repairs. Call for appointment: 250-358-7941

Valley Voice

Open 1-833-501-1700; valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca, www.valleyvoice.ca

SILVERTON

Silverton Building Supplies

Open Monday-Saturday 8:00 am-5:00 pm
Hand sanitizer is provided. Please observe distancing.
We look forward to serving you!
250-358-2293

Silverton Camp Cafe

Under new ownership! Everything fresh baked daily.
Summer hours Monday-Saturday 9:30-2:30 Sunday 10-2
780-660-3784

Open
kul@kulnijjar.ca, 250-505-4722

SLOCAN

Sunnyside Naturals

Open Mon-Sat, 9 am-6 pm
Physical distancing measures in effect. Food takeout
Phone orders and delivery available. 250-353-9667

Village Office open – Masks Mandatory. Library open (Thursdays 1-5pm,
Sundays 11am-3pm) - COVID protocols in place; masks mandatory; take out
service available. Clinic open – Nurse Practitioner, Acupuncture - COVID
protocols in place; masks mandatory. Fitness Centre temporarily closed.

Woodbury Resort

Slocan Village Market

Boat rentals, Camping, Fishing! Angler Incentive Program Depot
Ph: 250-353-7717; Fax 250-353-2004 woodbury@netidea.com

SLOCAN VALLEY
NEW DENVER

Glacier View Service
Open 7 days, 8 am - 6 pm
250-358-2445

New Denver Community Pharmacy

Open Mon-Fri, 10 am-5:30 pm
We look forward to serving you!
Welcome to shop by visiting during business hours or:
By phone: 250-358-2500, By fax: 250-358-252, By email: kaslopharm@gmail.com
(please use reference “NDCP”) 309 6th Avenue, New Denver V0G 1S0

New Market Foods

Open every day, 8 am-6 pm
You are welcome to come and shop. Keep your distance as much as you can
with others. We have hand sanitizer at the door as well as at the tills. If you are
self isolating or not wanting to come to the store, we can do your shopping for
you and have it delivered to you or you can pick it up. You can call the store at
250-358-2270 or email shop@newmarketfoods.ca to place your orders.

Village of Slocan – Office, Library, Clinic, Fitness Centre

Open. Limiting number of customers in the store. Providing gloves and masks
to shoppers.
We are accepting orders by phone for pick-up for those who prefer not to
enter the store. We are also offering delivery services on a weekly basis.
250-355-2211, svmkt@telus.net

WINLAW

Emery Herbals Botanical Dispensary, Healing Suites and
Teaching Centre

The Botanical Dispensary is open Thursday - Saturday 12-4.
Order requests can be sent to orders@emeryherbals.com or phone 250226-7744.
Visit our online shop: https://emeryherbals.com/online-apothecary/
Colleen Emery, Cl.H, RHT (BCHA) is seeing clients onsite and online or via
phone. New clients are welcome.
All classes and programs are hosted onsite and online.

Mama Sita’s

Open for dine-in, take-out, delivery & Outdoor seating. 8 am-8 pm.
Phone or come in. 250-226-7070.

Gaia Tree Whole Foods

New hours: Mon-Sat 9 am-6 pm; Sun 10 am-4 pm
Email to order for pick-up: gaiatreewholefoods@gmail.com 250-226-7255
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Access to information key for protecting RDCK water systems
by John Boivin, Local
Journalism Initiative reporter
The Regional District of
Central Kootenay is spearheading
a drive to give more power to
local water users to protect their
most precious natural resource.
The regional government’s
Water Governance Initiative
(WGI) has just completed the
second phase of a project to
enable more local input and
decision-making power in the
management of water systems.
The RDCK is leading the
creation of a network of various
groups – from First Nations to
foresters to community water
users – so they can work together
to develop and protect local water
systems.

It’s also developed a series
of websites giving individuals
and community groups free
access to gigabytes of watershed
data, allowing them to make
decisions and plan the future of
their systems better.
They can even read stories of
how local groups have worked to
protect watersheds in the RDCK.
The intent is “to enable
collaborative decision making
that supports the protection of
watersheds,” a report to the
RDCK board says.
“We don’t have the power to
control, but we have can influence
and we can create conditions for
cooperative decision-making,”
says Paris Marshall Smith, the
RDCK’s sustainability planner.

FIR Pellets $8.99/40 lb
bag, $7.69/bag by the
pallet of 50 bags Bulk
tote bags coming soon!!
Electrical Supplies!!!

Large selection of fence posts,
gates & fencing!
– corral panels
New shipment of Gates have arrived

Pet Food and Farm
Animal Feed

Peat
Moss
$19.99/bale

Fall Bulbs & Bulk Garlic
have arrived. 10 varieties
of Garlic. Many varieties
of tulips, daffodils,
hyacinths
& mixes

Paint & Accessories

Masks are now mandatory when in store please, limit of 6 people in store at one time

Manures & Potting Soils for all your Gardening Needs

Straw bales $13.00

Open 9-5 Mon-Fri, 10-4 Sat, Closed Sunday

Who manages water

The Watershed Governance
Initiative began with push from
the RDCK’s area directors,
who found themselves dealing
with an increasing number of
issues involving watershed
management and protection.
With concerns about drought,
forestry, wildfires, population
growth and other issues, it
became clear coordination of
water resources had to go to the
next level.
“We know watersheds are
vulnerable, as they naturally
evolve and are affected by
resource extraction and climate
change,” says Marshall Smith.
“We understand it is critical to
protect the long-term health
and safety of not only our
communities who are dependent
on watersheds, but the land
itself.”
Trouble is, the RDCK has
no legislative authority to do that
protecting.
The Province has a Water
Sustainability Act in place, but
six years after receiving royal
assent, municipal governments
are still waiting for a coordinated
leadership role to come from the
Province.
“The act required that
local government and residents
respond,” a report to the RDCK
board said.
So the RDCK decided to do
what it could about it, launching
the WGI last fall.
“The heat, the wildfires,
the drought this summer really
clarified the climate crisis we
are living in, and clarified our
need to act, and the Watershed
Governance Initiative is part of
the RDCK response to the climate
crisis,” says Marshall Smith.
“Communities are anxious and
concerned, so something needs
to happen.”

Baseline data

RDCK planners reached
out to community and water
user groups for input on what’s
needed. The survey answers
came back clear, says Marshall
Smith.
“What we heard from people
across the region is that they
struggle to find relevant and
accessible information, and they
are often feeling a few steps
behind those that are preparing
plans for the watersheds for
whatever activity is coming in,”
Marshall Smith told the Valley
Voice.
“So we thought we could
make that accessible.”
A summer student hired
in May gathered information
planners knew they needed – like
water flow, quality and quantity –
and reached out to find out what
else they should include. They
held nearly 30 meetings with
stewardship organizations and
community groups.
The summer student and
RDCK staff were able to

The whole Initiative has had
to be done by tiptoeing around
the provincial government – they

While phase two is complete,
the work is far from done.
Until they finally see a plan
from the Province, the RDCK will
continue to build relationships
with First Nations, industry, and
user groups, she says. They’ll
likely hold workshops to help
people use and understand the
new online data tools. And next
summer, another round of data
will be collected. They’ll also
examine what role the Regional
District might have in reestablishing water monitoring
stations across the area, and
keep building partnerships with
various interests.
“We don’t want to take over
or step in, but want to see if we
can support or access funding that

may enable that,” she says.
Marshall Smith says the next
few years may see greater natural
pressures on water systems, and
the introduction of new rules and
regulations by government. The
best way people can cope with
those uncertainties is by being
prepared.
“I hope that people will feel
empowered and know how to
access the various tools that are
available to them, and the tools
will be responsive,” she says.
“I just hope there’s a sense of
a way forward. It’s just now
there’s a feeling that it’s large and
mysterious.”
Staff will be developing a
budget for the next phase of the
WGI in the months to come.
In the meantime, one good
first step is to simply take a walk,
she says.
“I would encourage two
things: walk your watershed and
get to know your watershed on
the ground level,” she says. “The
second thing is start to use the
maps we’ve created to connect
what you know with what you
see on the map.
“You’ll become familiar
with the language. And then you
can reach out and we can have a
conversation as well.”
You can see the RDCK
web map with water data at
https://arcg.is/j0Wze, and the
web stories map at https://arcg.
is/0qKWG1.

submitted
Brent Kennedy Elementary
School in South Slocan will be
participating in the Indigo Love
of Reading Foundation’s Adopt
a School program this fall, from
September 13 to October 3.
This initiative connects a
nearby Indigo, Chapters or Coles
with Brent Kennedy Elementary
School and the neighbouring
community to help provide
support for valuable library
resources. As the pandemic
continues to impact the way
students access reading materials,

the Adopt a School program is
continuing in its endeavour to
upgrade library collections with
updated and diverse learning
materials. This year, 153
Canadian high-needs elementary
schools across the country have
been ‘adopted’ by an Indigo,
Chapters or Coles store that will
fundraise on their behalf. Those
who wish to support can do so
by making a donation in store
or through the online Adopt
a School fundraiser at https://
indigoloveofreadingfoundation.
givecloud.co/fundraisers.

As these schools and their
students continue to navigate
through the complexities of
education during the pandemic,
support is more essential than
ever, and the opportunity to
enrich the lives of students
through their school libraries has
never been greater.
The Indigo Love of Reading
Foundation strongly believes
that providing access to the
right book at the right time can
significantly change a child’s life,
propelling them toward success
in education, and in life.

submitted
Work on the FortisBC
transmission line in the Slocan
Valley may cause traffic delays
on Hwy 6 in the South Slocan
area from mid-September to
November. Residents in the
area may also experience
power outages of up to four
hours and hear noise during
periods of work.
Crews working on behalf
of FortisBC will be upgrading
the transmission line that
provides power from the
South Slocan Generation
Station to customers in the
Slocan Valley. The first phase
of this project will happen

in the South Slocan area this
year, and the second phase
will happen next year. The
project includes making
repairs and upgrades to more
than 50 structures along this
46-kilometre transmission
line and represents a $3
million investment to the
electric system in the area.
This is routine work FortisBC
does to ensure its electricity
system continues to provide
safe and reliable service.
For the safety of work
crews and residents in the area,
drivers are asked to follow all
construction signage.
“ We a p p r e c i a t e t h e

public’s patience as our crews
work to complete repairs
safely and as quickly as
possible,” said a FortisBC
spokesperson.
For more information,
visit fortisbc.com/community
upgrades or call 1-888-2242710.

develop portals for users to make
watershed information free, easy
to access and up to date (links are
at the end of the article).

Water stories

Data collection is one thing
– making it useful is what gives
citizens more control.
“We talk about it as the
democratization of information –
which is sort of a lofty statement,”
she says. “But if people can
access information, if they can
see in their watershed, that will
hopefully prompt a different
conversation in their community
– ‘hey, look, did you know we
have old mining tenures on our
watershed that could be activated
at any point, and what should we
do about that?’
“It is empowerment/
governance, but we’re hoping
to provide some tools that
communities can use for
themselves to support their
planning and management.”
The RDCK isn’t going it
alone. Information is also being
shared and developed with Living
Lakes Canada. The RDCK is a
partner in the development of
that organization’s new online
‘Columbia Basin Water Hub,’
a platform to provided easyto-access, standardized water
information across the region.

Provincial role

have absolute authority to set
rules governing water. Marshall
Smith says they realized early on
there’s no sense going too far on
governance issues or developing
systems when the Province might
be set on a completely different
course.
“They definitely could, so
as we proceeded, we want to
make sure each step has value
on its own…” she says. “So
this summer’s phase two data
collection and mapping has standalone benefit for communities.”
The RDCK’s goal is to better
prepare and inform local water
users (and itself) so they’re ready
for the provincial roll-out.

Next steps

Brent Kennedy School library
to benefit from Indigo program

Upgrades to FortisBC line in Slocan Valley

Are you passionate about
community service?
Nakusp Rotary may have a place
for you!

Contact Sara Collinson for details.
saracoll@telus.net

September 23, 2021 The Valley Voice
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Kohan Garden damage prompts educational campaign
for years, Hartley said, but
this summer was the worst.
She says visitors play a part
in it, but there are definitely
local kids involved.

“Adults are allowing the
children to come and use it
as a playground, so we need
to do a campaign to educate
all property owners in New

Denver and the campers,”
said Hartley.
She has started a dialogue
with Village staff about this,
and hopes to get a notice

out with the property tax
bills next year. She says the
society has a few other ideas
on ways to get the message
out.

“We want to keep it light
and positive, and just get the
message out that it’s not a
playground – it’s a garden.
Please respect it.”

The Kohan Garden is seeing some damage from disrespectful use, and the Slocan Lake Garden Society is working on an educational campaign to nip it in the bud.

New Denver resident injured in accident
by Jan McMurray
A New Denver resident
was seriously injured in a
motor vehicle accident
on Hwy 6 near Winlaw
on September 10, and is
recovering in the hospital in
Trail.

Slocan Lake RCMP
were called out to the twovehicle accident involving a
logging truck and a pickup,
reports Corporal Thomas Gill,
Nakusp/Slocan detachment
commander. West Kootenay
Traffic Services also attended.

Gill reports that the cause
of the accident is still under
investigation, but the initial
investigation indicates that
the pickup may have failed
to stay in its lane.
The logging truck driver
was not injured.

PHOTO CREDIT: BRENT JAMESON

by Jan McMurray
The Kohan Garden in
New Denver is a beautiful
ornamental garden – but is
sometimes being used as
a playground. The Slocan
Lake Garden Society wants
to get the message out that
the garden needs respectful
use.
“We understand that it’s a
fun place to play, with shrubs
and trees where kids can
hide,” said Margaret Hartley,
board member and garden
maintenance manager. “But
it’s not respecting the garden.
We can’t allow this.”
Hartley says plants are
trampled on and crushed,
branches and limbs are
broken off ornamental trees,
and leaves are ripped off the
hostas. The kids throw rocks
in the pond, put fish from
the lake into the pond, and
take salamanders out of the
pond with nets and buckets.
The kids can be very loud,
and their screaming is very
upsetting to some people.
“I know an artist who
won’t go down there because
of the screaming, and I know
the Village has had one
complaint about screaming
kids in the garden,” Hartley
said.
This has been going on

A New Denver resident is recovering in hospital after her pickup collided with a logging truck on the afternoon of September 10.
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Living Lakes Canada shoreline survey of Slocan Lake in progress
submitted
As reported in the July 29 Valley
Voice, a survey of the Slocan Lake
shoreline is currently in progress under
the direction of Living Lakes Canada.
The data collected will be compared
to the information obtained in 2010
by the Department of Fisheries and
Oceans, and the survey will document
the current status of the environment to
help maintain a healthy shoreline.
Other lakes in BC and across
Canada have been evaluated already.
For example, in 2020, Windermere Lake
was mapped. Since each lake is different,
the exact data and interpretation of the
data is unique. At Windermere Lake, the
foreshore was defined as the area from
the deeper edge of the littoral region of

the lake, to an area up to 50 metres past
the high water mark into the upland/
riparian zone.
For the Windermere Lake
project, data collected by scientists
and technicians using the Foreshore
Integrated Management Planning
(FIMP) methodology included foreshore
type, shore land uses, and disturbances,
and species at risk occurrence. Other
data points include occurrence of
submergent, floating, and emergent
vegetation, backwaters or wetlands,
bank nesting habitat, waterfowl
migration zones, extent of mussel beds,
spawning habitat (gravel beds), reptile/
amphibian migration areas, and possible
badger dens. Red- or blue-listed species
and ecosystems were reported on. A

fish survey identifying native and nonnative species was included, as well as
the evaluation of invasive plant species.
First Nation Traditional Ecological
Knowledge was provided by a member
of the Shuswap Indian Band, which
helps understand existing ecological
values. Connectivity corridors for
wildlife at the shoreline were also
evaluated. All of this information is
available on the Living Lakes Canada
website, livinglakescanada.ca in the
WATER HUB section. The WATER
HUB is an open source database to house
all water-related data for the Canadian
Columbia Basin and the federal FIMP
data. This website and the Slocan Lake
Stewardship Society’s website will be
updated upon completion of the 2021

foreshore mapping and evaluation for
Slocan Lake.
At Windermere Lake,
approximately 369 metres of natural
habitat was lost over a period of 14
years. These habitat losses were often
associated with clearing of small natural
areas on private property. While these
changes may not seem significant,
continued loss has the potential to
disturb the ecosystem. Development
or restoration of the shoreline ideally
should include coverage with native
vegetation. It is recommended that a
minimum requirement of 25% of the
riparian areas be restored with each
development proposal. While more
restoration than 25% is encouraged,
committing to a minimum will help

slow and possibly stop or reverse the
rate of loss. Consideration of leaving
standing dead trees used by wildlife, and
leaving native aquatic plants to grow off
the shoreline is encouraged for habitat
recovery.
The Okanagan Nation Alliance is
supporting the Slocan Lake project and
is part of the evaluation team. It is hoped
that these reports will help educate the
community and visitors, to encourage
voluntary compliance with policies
and regulations designed to protect
the foreshore flora and fauna. Also,
updated information can help guide
local, regional, provincial, First Nations
and federal policy and guidelines, to
promote evidence-based land use and
planning decisions.

by Jan McMurray
Registered Dental Hygiene
Practitioner Ashley Pendree has
opened ‘Evergreen Dental Hygiene’
in a professional home-based clinic in
Upper Brouse in Nakusp.
Offering preventative services,
dental hygiene exams, oral health
counselling, dental cleanings and
stain removal, Pendree says she has a

gentle style and enjoys working with
people of all ages, but has a particular
gift with seniors and children. She will
also be offering portable home visits,
and potentially residential care services
in the future.
“Prevention is my main focus,”
she says. “It’s much easier to prevent
disease than to treat it,” Pendree says
that to avoid gum disease, tooth decay

and other dental issues, people should
get their teeth checked by a dental
hygienist regularly. On average, that
means once every six months, but it
ranges from once every three months
to once a year, she says.
Pendree offers her services in a
beautiful space in her home, which
is located in a forested area. “It’s a
very comfortable, relaxing and private

environment,” she says.
In keeping with her environmental
values, she keeps the plastic and
disposable products to a minimum, and
gives her clients bamboo toothbrushes
to take home with them.
Originally from Salmon Arm,
Pendree received her diploma in
dental hygiene from Prince George.
She practiced Dental Hygiene in New
Zealand from 2011 to 2013 before
coming to Nakusp in 2014 to work
for the local dentist, Dr. DeSandoli.
She has 13 years of experience in
the profession with a licence for
independent practice, which gives her
a larger scope of practice than a typical
dental hygienist.
“I was looking for a rural

community, where I could develop
relationships and enjoy the outdoors,”
she said. “I’d been here on holiday
as a child, but once I’d spent some
time here, I fell in love with the
community!’’
She worked with Dr. DeSandoli
for five years, until he retired. For
the past year, Pendree has been on a
professional sabbatical to finish her
Masters in Health Leadership. Pendree
enjoys hiking and skiing, and sits on
the board of the Arrow Lakes Cross
Country Ski Club. She also plays slopitch baseball and owns a motorcycle.
No referrals are necessary to book
an appointment at Evergreen Dental
Hygiene. See the advertisement on this
page for more information.

Evergreen Dental Hygiene opens in Nakusp

Welcome to our 13th gallery season

Sept.14-Oct. 2:
Brigitte Desbois
Ashley Pendree has opened ‘Evergreen Dental Hygiene’ in Upper Brouse, Nakusp.

New theatre project will celebrate diversity
submitted
A new theatre project called
Rainbow Voices, which will explore
and celebrate diversity in our
community, is soon to get underway.
It all starts with a two-day interactive
workshop –Saturdays, October 16 and
23 – in a safe, creative environment
for LGBTQ2+ people and allies to
share their stories and experiences
while having fun. Using sound,
movement and character activities,
participants will express themselves
in a variety of forms. No performance
experience necessary.
The two workshops are open
to LGBTQ2+ people, allies, and
family who are double-vaccinated.
They will be held from 11 am to 4
pm at the Slocan Lake Arts Centre
(formerly the Silverton Gallery).
Please bring your own lunch and
snacks. COVID protocols will be in
place, so please bring a mask. The
cost is $20. Limited to 15 participants
so register early at 250-358-2181 or
slocanlakeartscouncil@gmail.com.

Ideas and themes from the
workshops will be developed over
the winter into a play to be cast and
produced next spring. The play will
not present any material specifically
linked to an individual, but will
draw on people’s stories to create a
reflection of general experiences. This

project is being directed by Grande
Dame of Ham Norma Kilpatrick,
with assistance from Charlotte Farrell
and the Slocan Lake Arts Council.
Financial assistance for the project
comes from Columbia Basin Trust,
Columbia Kootenay Cultural Alliance,
and the Slocan Lake Arts Council.

by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
The sport of hang gliding kept
search and rescue and emergency
officials in Slocan Park busy one day
last week.
Police say they received a call
at about 5:23 pm on September 15
that one of a pair of hang gliders had
had a hard landing near Price Road
in Slocan Park. It wasn’t long before
BC Ambulance and the local fire
department responded.
“The pilot was transported to Trail
hospital and is expected to make a full
recovery,” says Corporal Derek Pitt of
the Nelson RCMP detachment.

The injured pilot’s flying partner
was able to land safely, he said.
Strangely, it wasn’t the only hang
gliding-related call police received
from Slocan Park on September 15.
Earlier that day – just after noon –
RCMP also received a call that a hiking
group had spotted what appeared to
be a crashed hang glider on the side
of a hill.
Search and rescue were called
in, and a helicopter hired to get to
the scene of the crash. When they got
there, it turned out to be some old snow
fencing debris belonging to Baldface
Lodge.
“It was a false alarm,” says Pitt.

Hang glider injured in Slocan Valley accident

Gallery Open ONLY by Appointment: Tues. - Sat. 11 am to 4 pm 250-265-8888
203 Fifth Avenue NW Nakusp

Evergreen Dental
Hygiene
— Ashley Pendree, RDH, BHSc, Masters of Health Leadership —

A New Independent Dental Hygiene Clinic in Nakusp
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·

A Registered Dental Hygiene practitioner licensed for
independent clinic ownership.
Professional and knowledgeable.
13 years experience, 5 years in Nakusp.  
Gentle and steady hands
Services recognized by extended medical coverage
plans.
Dental cleanings, stain removal, oral health exams,
preventative treatments.
Great with seniors, children and toddlers too.
Relaxing and private home-based environment.

Call 250.463.3423 or book online at
https://evergreendentalhygiene.janeapp.com/
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Variety of species found in the Bonanza Biodiversity Corridor
submitted
Searching for rare species is
not your typical day job, but over
the past two years, ecologists Ryan
Durand and Tyson Ehlers have had
the opportunity to do just that in
the Bonanza Biodiversity Corridor
(BBC) in the north Slocan Valley.
They have recorded over 1,000
species, some of which have never
before been identified in BC or
Canada.
“When we’re out in the field
and we find a rare species that we
have found in other areas but can
now confirm it’s in Bonanza, that’s
always exciting,” said Durand. “But
then with more obscure species,
sometimes you can’t identify them
– sometimes they’ve never been
found here.”
Durand and Ehlers took on this
work as consultants for the Slocan
Lake Stewardship Society, which
has been leading a Biodiversity and
Species-at-Risk Project for Kootenay
Connect.
Kootenay Connect is the
Kootenay Conservation Program
project funded through the Canada
Nature Fund that focuses on species
at risk in four areas in the Kootenays:
the BBC, the Columbia Wetlands
Wildlife Management Area, the
Wycliffe Wildlife Corridor in the
East Kootenay, and the Creston
Valley Wildlife Management Area.
Encompassing an area of 12,865
hectares, the BBC includes the
15-kilometre-long valley along
Bonanza Creek between Slocan
and Summit Lakes. The region’s
lakes and steep terrain make it a
key river corridor in the Slocan
Lake watershed, characterized by
relatively untouched ecosystems, old
growth forests and wetlands.
“These tight, steep-sided valleys
like the BBC have a wide range
of habitat types due to elevation,
geology and topography, resulting
in a very diverse assemblage of
species,” said Durand. “Our work is
to try and find and document as many
species as possible.”
A typical 10- to 12-hour field
day searching for species can

involve walking down a logging
road with a bug net looking for
insects, followed by a foray into the
forest to flip over logs to see what’s
growing underneath, while scanning
the ground looking for plants
and animals, and spending hours
crawling around with magnifiers,
cameras and collecting containers.
“We’re photographing in the
field, and more often than not we
can’t identify some things to the
species level, so then it’s collecting
samples to look at back in the office
using microscopes and consulting a
variety of literature trying to figure
out what it is,” Durand said.
“Everything is fair game in our
surveys. We keep a running list of
every living thing we see from each
area,” said Ehlers. “Our goal is to
characterize the ecosystems of the
BBC and to build a biodiversity
database. Having documented most
of the common and well-known
organisms, we are focusing more
on the cryptic and obscure groups,
things like invertebrates, fungi, and
myxomycetes (slime moulds) that
are challenging to find and identify,
and often go overlooked.”
Pulling a log apart and finding
dozens of species in it isn’t
uncommon. Durand and Ehlers
honed in on specific habitats during
certain times of the year, such as
older moist forests, knowing these
would be where many more obscure
species would be found.
“We used a helicopter to get
into the alpine above Summit Lake
last year and spent 10 hours hiking
downhill,” Durand said. “Other times
we were in hip waders or rubber
boots looking around the wetlands,
or the foreshore of the lake, but most
of the time it’s just hiking boots
walking all the forests, rock slopes
and everything else we could find.”
A few of the more obscure
species they have found include
the Herrington fingernail clam
(Sphaerium occidentale), a species
of special concern not previously
known to occur in the West Kootenay
(this species was first found in British
Columbia in 1890 in what is now

I have a qualified Buyer
looking for waterfront land
with or without a home on
Slocan Lake.

Please contact me if you are
thinking of selling.

Yoho National Park and was not
found again until 2012, when it was
discovered in the Flathead River
Valley); Bug-on-a-stick (Buxbaumia
aphylla) which is a tiny moss that has
been found several times growing
on well-decayed conifer logs; Pale
jumping-slug (Hemphillia camelus),
which is a species of special concern
that primarily occurs in the Kootenay
and Columbia watersheds of BC and
was found in three locations in the
BBC; and Lepidoderma tigrinum,
a tiny (<2 mm tall) species of slime
mould, or myxomycete, that was
discovered in the subalpine west of
Summit Lake — the first location in
BC that this species was documented,
with a subsequent observation on
Vancouver Island in 2020.
“It may surprise some people,
however slime moulds are probably
the most fascinating thing out there,”
said Durand. “They’re microscopic
amoeba that are invisible to the
naked eye, that spend most of their
life eating bacteria. But when they
want to reproduce, all these single
cell organisms get together to
combine and make what is known
as a ‘plasmodial slime,’ which is an
often brightly coloured slime that
moves and can actually think and
remember. Then when the conditions
are right, they all of a sudden decide
to reproduce and combine to make
these amazing microscopic little
structures that produce spores, often
over just a few hours or days. The
slime part is only one intermediary
stage and that’s what they’re named
for.”
“This species-at-risk project
in the BBC is a great example of
how small and understudied species

contribute to the overall diversity of
a landscape and play an important
role in keeping ecosystems healthy
and functioning,” said Marcy Mahr,
KCP’s Kootenay Connect Project
Manager. “Everyone’s aware of
our region’s big flora and fauna,
like grizzly bears, wolverine and
mountain caribou, yet the foundation
of the habitats these large species
depend upon relies upon the hard-tosee yet important world that remains
poorly understood.”
This rare species documentation
is part of the Slocan Lake Stewardship
Society’s conservation plan for

the region to look for biodiversity
hotspots and sensitive ecosystems in
order to guide resource development
and other interests on the landscape.
To find out more about this project,
visit https://kootenayconservation.
ca/bonanza-biodiversity-corridor/.
The Kootenay Conservation
Program (KCP) is a partnership of
80 organizations that work together
to protect clean water, conserve
important wildlife habitat, and
steward the land to allow for healthy,
functioning ecosystems in the East
and West Kootenays. Learn more at
www.kootenayconservation.ca.

Ryan Durand (left) and Tyson Ehlers (right) during an average day on the search for rare species.

More than 1,000 species have been documented in the BBC including Lepidoderma tigrinum, a rare tiny (<2mm tall) species of slime mould.

Sarah Rilkoff
250-509-0006
Valhalla Path Realty

Kaslo joined the World Wide Rally for Freedom on September 18. About 35 people braved the rain and attended the event to stand for freedom
and choice, and against vaccine passports. Organizers report that the rally was fun and positive, with lots of supportive honks from people driving
by. An event had been planned for Nakusp, but was rescheduled to Saturday, September 25 because of the rain.
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Great season for Fauquier Ladies Golf League
submitted
The Fauquier Ladies Golf
League has wrapped up for the
2021 season.
Where did the summer go? The
season was hot, smokey, beautiful,
cool, and everything in between, and
a wildfire led to the evacuation of
Fauquier. Despite these challenges,
the league had excellent participation
and was a lot of fun.
Did you ever drive a marshmallow
up the fairway for a prize? We did.
Every week brought a new and
hilarious trick shot on one of the
holes. Try putting on one foot, like a
flamingo. There were draw bags each
week labeled ‘Woody Woodpecker’
(for hitting a tree), ‘Drove the green
on #8,’ ‘In the water,’ ‘In the ditch’…
well, you get the idea. Every time one
of these shots occurred, the golfer’s
name went into a draw bag, with
prizes to be drawn at the wind-up on
September 7. The terrific organizer,
Trudy Schaeffer, with her helper, Liz
Gillis, kept it fun and friendly. We
changed the teams up every week to

encourage friendship among golfers.
The wind-up was a success, with
17 ladies participating in a Best Ball
tournament. There were a lot of
great shots out there and win or lose,
everyone had fun. We had a delicious
potluck lunch to follow and as usual,
it was the best restaurant in town.
Boy, those gals can cook!
We would like to acknowledge
and thank the very generous
businesses for donating amazing
prizes for our season’s ending.
Everyone received a prize for
something. These are the great
sponsors that we would like to thank:
Burton City Cidery, Columbia Basin
Trust, Vivian Berry, Fauquier and
Area Golf Club, Green Kitchen,
Linda Henke, Home Hardware,
Hoss and Jill’s Bistro, JC Pest
Control, Jennifer’s Chocolates,
Nail Emporium, The Lodge, Save
on Foods, Bad Cat Woodwork and
Robin’s Nest.
The Fauquier Ladies Golf is
a non-competitive social league,
created for fun and the enjoyment

of golf. All skill levels are welcome.
We’re already looking forward to

submitted
Slocan Valley’s Rita Moir,
award-winning author and former
freelance journalist for the Globe
and Mail and CBC Radio, is no
stranger to grief. Her mother and
sister underwent heart surgery in
the same week; a year later her

sister was dead while her elderly
mother lived for many more years.
She explores this disruption of
what she calls “the natural order”
through her new memoir, Not of
Reason: A Recipe for Outrunning
Sadness. In it, she gifts the reader
with her ‘recipe’ for surviving the

unthinkable through heartfelt prose
and a healthy dose of humour.
“I seem to write about death.
People grow leery when they see me
approaching with a notebook,” says
Moir, who describes how “finding
your strength and humour before
and after a death tests your courage
and resilience.”
“If you have navigated the
bonds of family, experienced love
and loss, and enjoyed the simple
triumph of getting through the day
intact and with a sense of humour,
this book is for you,” says Anne

next year, but there’s still a lot of
time to play golf this year! Come on

13
down to Fauquier and play a round
by the lake. You’ll be glad you did.

The Fauquier Ladies Golf League held a wind-up event on September 7.

Slocan Valley author pens intimate memoir on losing her sister and mother

The Slocan Valley’s Rita Moir will launch her new book at the Vallican Whole on October 17.

DeGrace, author of Flying with
Amelia.
In Not of Reason: A Recipe for
Outrunning Sadness, Moir grapples
with what it means to live with loss
while making space for love and
the beauty of the everyday. Her
journalist’s eye for detail brings
sharp clarity to this vulnerable and
contemplative work.
“I needed this book,” says Angie
Abdou, author of CBC Canada
Reads finalist The Bone Cage,
describing Moir’s memoir as “a
beautiful meditation on life, death,

family, loss, and love.”
“Not of Reason feels like a glass
of wine with your wisest, warmest,
most honest friend,” she says. “Rita
Moir is a gift.”
Not of Reason: A Recipe for
Outrunning Sadness is on sale
September 17. Details about the
book can be found at caitlin-press.
com. Rita Moir will hold a free book
launch Sunday, October 17 at the
Vallican Whole Community Centre
at 2 pm. She will also be giving a
reading at the Nelson Municipal
Library October 27 at 7 pm.
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Kaslo set to begin wildfire risk reduction project in Village-owned forest
by John Boivin, Local
Journalism Initiative
reporter
“Look at that stand,”
says John Cathro, pointing
to a group of knocked-over
trees just off a forest trail
near the Kaslo airstrip. The
30 or so trees caught up in the
tangled, complicated tree-fall
will take an expert logger to
remove safely.
“You can’t just take a
chainsaw course and start
working on this,” the forestry
consultant says. “It’s a mess.”
There are more fallen
stands like that one in and
around Kaslo these days,
created by sudden, violent
wind events that seem to be
occurring more often. Those
extreme weather events
prompted Cathro, a forestry
consultant working for the
Village of Kaslo, to rework
a proposed wildfire reduction
project on the south side of
the Village’s airstrip.
His proposal will go to
Kaslo council for approval
this week.

Climate change
prompts strategy
change

Kaslo’s Wildfire Risk
Reduction Program was
launched three years ago
when the RDCK and Village

first developed a plan to
reduce the risk of wildfire
in a 150-hectare strip of
land to the south and west
of the airstrip. The project is
essentially ‘firesmarting’ the
forest, though it’s financed
through a Union of BC
Municipalities program
unrelated to FireSmart
Canada.
H o w e v e r, c h a n g e s
in funding, COVID, and
extreme climate events put
the implementation of the
plan on hold until now.
Earlier this month, the public
was asked to weigh in on
Cathro’s new, adjusted plan.
“When we developed the
plan in 2018, we were going
to do what we call a shaded
fuel break… leave the big
healthy trees, focus on
cleaning up the understory
of small trees and ladder and
surface fuels,” says Cathro.
But several strong wind
events led him to reconsider
that approach.
“We’ve said rather than
do what we call variable
retention, and keeping the
big trees across the whole
unit, let’s change that and
make patches of reserves
where the trees aren’t blown
down, and concentrate on
where there are deep-rooted
Douglas fir and larch trees…

“And where there is
blowdown, take out all the
hemlock, leave the big cedar,
fir, larch and deciduous trees,
so the goal is that it is more
‘wind-firm.’ Because we
know with climate change
we’re going to have more
drought and hot summers,
but also more extreme
weather events including
wind.”

Three choices

So the public were given
three choices – stick with
the original plan, which saw
the whole area cleared out
of most of the underbrush,
and only the best trees left
standing – or choose a new
plan, which sees small
patches of the forest cleared
out thoroughly, leaving
others mostly untouched.
A third option was ‘do
nothing,’ which really isn’t
an option these days. That
would allow fuels to build
up in the forest, making the
wildfire risk worse.
Cathro says the adjusted
plan would see about the
same amount of wood
removed from the area, just
in a different way.
“We’re going to take
out about a third to onehalf of the volume, but the
majority of that is smallcontinued on page 15

Cooper Creek Cedar Ltd proudly shares the
BC Forest Practices Board’s comments:

“The licensee carried out sound forest practices in the areas of harvesting, road
construction and maintenance, and silviculture, as well as good proactive efforts to
engage the public ... the quality of practices on the ground exceeded legal requirements
in several respects. As this is a very challenging area in which to operate, the Board
acknowledges these results.” (FBP 2020 Audit of CCC’s Forest Operations)
Porcupine Wood Products Ltd is an integral contributor to economic growth and
provides employment opportunities to the local communities.
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Kaslo set to begin wildfire risk reduction project in Village-owned forest
continued from page 14
diameter-sized trees,” says
Cathro. “It’s about 2,000
cubic metres for the whole
area.”
The project will also
sell off the more valuable
wood being cut, which will
help raise some money to
offset the $150,000 cost of
the project. There may also
be an option to sell some of
the scrap wood for pulp to
Celgar in Castlegar.
“We’d like to ship every
single log possible from
here,” he says. “By no means
will the Village make any
money from this, but we
shouldn’t need more grant
money to pay for it because
of the current log prices in
the market.”

‘People want action’
Cathro held public Zoom
meetings on the plan, and
offered up two trail walks
to let people see the plan for
themselves on the ground.
T h e Va l l e y Vo i c e
reporter was only one of two
members of the public at one
of the field trips, and Cathro
says the turnout hasn’t been
enormous for the online
consultation, either.
It may be ‘consultation
fatigue,’ or that an out-ofsight project on the edge of

town doesn’t draw much
concern. But Kevin Smith,
Kaslo’s assistant fire chief
and FireSmart coordinator
for Kaslo and Area D, says
he thinks it’s also a sign that
wildfire reduction has gained
enormous public acceptance.
“People want action, and
that action has to be taken on
so many fronts,” says Smith,
who’s spent the last four
years developing a robust
FireSmart program in town.
“I think we can conclude
the majority of people want
the right thing done. They
may not know what it is,
but they will be relying on
experts. The overall majority
of community members have
faith in those individuals,
those leaders in the program
to come up with some great
solutions.”
Cathro is now drawing up
his report to council, which
should be presented at the
next meeting September 21.
If council gives the goahead, he says work could
begin as early as October,
proceed until the snowfall,
and wrap up in the spring.

Working group

But this project is only a
small part of the overall job
facing Kaslo. The perimeter
of the town stretches several

kilometres, and has a wide
variety of stakeholders – from
federal, provincial, municipal
and private property owners,
to First Nations, recreational
and industrial users of the
land.
A new working group
has been established to try to
better coordinate and support
each stakeholder’s work.
The idea is to bring
some coordination to all the
FireSmart activity around
town.
“As opposed to ‘here, this
is my part of the land, I’m
going to do this and you can
do whatever you want,’” says
Cathro. “The Village doesn’t
want to influence what the
Community Forest does, for
example, but collectively
we have a responsibility to
communicate to the public
that it doesn’t matter who
is managing it, but we are
following an overall plan and
we all take it seriously, and
we’re all in it together.
“The community needs
to know their interests are
taken into consideration, that
wildfire is something we can
collectively work together
on, and we are going to be
efficient and coordinated
despite all the different
jurisdictions in play.”
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RDCK board, August 19: Province will hear from RDCK on ambulance and old growth
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter

Calling Province out on
all-call paramedics

The RDCK’s chair and top
staff have asked to meet with BC
Emergency Health Services officials
to talk about how on-call pay policies
for paramedics are causing critical
staff shortages in rural and remote
communities.
“We do know that certain
communities, including Kaslo, New
Denver and Salmo, are severely
lacking in staffing,” said RDCK Chair
and Area D Director Aimee Watson.
She said the provincial policy of
hiring staff and paying them $2/hour

Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work,
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal
WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS

359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539
3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

to be on call is not attracting the staff
they need.
“You cannot staff a unit that way,”
said Watson. “We know in Kaslo/
Area D there’s been dark days when
there’s been no services available, and
it’s only pure luck that no one’s been
called out.”
New Denver also has the same
problem, with only one emergency
responder on staff, she noted.
“It was last week, from Edgewood
to Winlaw, we had one car available,”
noted Director Colin Moss of New
Denver. “And this is at the height
of adventure tourism season. It’s
just ridiculous and needs addressing
promptly.”
A letter is going out to officials,
while Watson collects notes from
other directors about the problem to
bring to the meeting.

New motion on old
growth

Regional directors are calling on

Arrow Slocan Tourism invites applications
to fill the Board of Director Director positions
available for election at the October 27,
2021 AGM. Candidates should have ties to
the tourism economy and work at an active
place of business located in the Arrow Slocan
Tourism region. For more information email:
info@arrowslocan.com

the Province to do more to protect
old-growth forests within RDCK
boundaries.
Area E Director Ramona Faust
presented a motion to the board
requesting that old-growth and
significant old trees “are preserved,
and forest revitalization is focused on
ecosystem restoration, scientifically
defensible wildfire risk reduction,
moisture retention, and surface water
quality for which the region relies
upon for drinking water as well as
agricultural and commercial use.”
The motion prompted some
debate on defining old growth, how
the motion would apply to public vs.
private lands, and what was trying
to be accomplished with the motion.
“We are in effect challenging
FLNROD’s and BC Forests’ strict
adherence to seeing forests strictly
as lumber plantations,” said Director
Leah Main, in support of the motion.
“We are asking for a bigger look at
what the values in a forest are.”

Pile-on for conservation

A proposal to create a conservation
fund to finance environmental projects
in the Slocan Valley got a lot bigger
during discussion by RDCK directors.
Director Walter Popoff moved
that staff be asked to look into setting
up a Local Conservation Fund service
for Area H. It would establish a parcel
tax, raising money from property
owners for conservation projects
to be managed by the Kootenay
Conservation Program (KCP).
A similar service is operated by
the RDCK for North Kootenay Lake
and the West Arm – Areas A, D, and
E. Residents there pay $15 per parcel
in a line item on their taxes annually to
fund conservation of water quality and
aquatic ecosystems around the lake. In
the last four years, the tax has raised
$400,000 for such projects, which has
been used as leverage to get triple that
amount in matching funding.
However, Popoff’s motion for
Area H was amended to include Area
I, at the request of Director Andy
Davidoff. Then other directors chimed
in – with areas B, C, F, G and J all
saying they also wanted to be included
in the new fund if possible.
Staff are now going to research
what it would take to create the service

Our valley’s green
grocer since 1990

• Fresh
• Organic
• Wholesome
1290 Hwy #6
Crescent Valley
250-359-7323
– Open daily –

(Closed Christmas & New Year’s day)

for these areas – now about half the
area of the RDCK – and bring a report
back to the board.
Voters will still have a chance
to say ‘yea’ or ‘nay’ to the proposal,
as the establishment of new services
has to be approved by taxpayers.
That could happen as a stand-alone
referendum or as a side vote during
the next general election of the board.

Resource Recovery Plan
adopted

It just needs a little more
consultation and the Regional
District’s plan to reduce waste and
promote recycling is going to the
Province.
The new plan updates the 10-yearold document for managing waste and
recyclables in the West Kootenay, and
reflects the changes in policy over the
last decade, especially when it comes
to reducing greenhouse gas emissions
created by organic waste.
To address that issue, the RDCK
will be constructing two composting
facilities in 2021, and Castlegar,
Creston and Nelson will begin
curbside collection of organics in
2022.
The plan for the next ten years
includes: increasing awareness
of waste reduction and recycling;
reducing organic waste going to
landfills; securing more land for
waste deposit and meeting tougher
regulatory standards; completing
the closure of legacy landfill dumps;
establishing a ‘fair and sustainable’
cost recovery system that incentivizes
waste reduction and reuse.
Waste management planners also
hope to see individual users drop the
amount of waste they produce from an
average of 490 kilograms per person
annually, to 350 kilos.
While the document is complete,
staff have to ensure that they have a
full discussion about the plan with
local First Nations. That process will
take into the fall.

RDCK not off the hook
for dam decommissioning

The RDCK will be ultimately
responsible for the removal of a legacy
water dam in Krestova in the south
Slocan Valley – though it tried hard
not to be.
The Province and regional
government have been in a tugof-war for months on who would
be ultimately responsible for the
decommissioning of the old East
McDiarmid dam.
The obsolete structure poses a
flood or slide risk for more than 100
people living below the dam. It’s
owned by the Krestova Improvement
District, but responsibility for the
decommissioning project itself has
been the subject of a back-and-forth
between the Province and RDCK.
While it was willing to be the gothrough agency for the $250,000
project cost, the RDCK didn’t want
to be responsible for the actual job.
That was a no-go, however, for
the Province.
“The Province … holds the RDCK
fully responsible for delivering the
project, with the KID acting more or
less as a subcontractor to the RDCK,”

said a staff report to directors.
While the improvement district
will be ultimately liable for the work,
the RDCK will have to assign staff
to make sure the job is done right –
something the grant doesn’t cover.
“The main consequence is likely
that RDCK oversight of the project
will have to increase to ensure the
funding requirements are met. This can
be accommodated with current staff
capacity, but directors should note that
the due diligence and staff oversight
required for high-risk infrastructure
projects is more onerous than it is for
lower-risk pass-through grants…”
Area H Director Walter Popoff
will also have to use his director’s
funds to cover any costs not paid
for through the provincial funding –
mainly for staff time to oversee the
project.

Slocan fibreoptic project
clears permitting
roadblocks

by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
Work to install a high-speed
fibre-optic line up the Slocan Valley
is proceeding as planned, say
officials.
“Despite the challenges and
complexity presented by wildfires,
resource availability and COVID-19,
the Trust is pleased with the progress
to date,” Columbia Basin Trust
spokesperson Delphi Hoodicoff
told the Valley Voice. “Installation
of cable on the Rails to Trails section
is proceeding on track, and we’re
looking forward to getting started
on the next sections of this project.”
Cable has been placed from
Playmor Junction to Winlaw, about
25 kilometres or half the trail length,
which runs from Playmor to the
village of Slocan. Work installing
both cable and conduit (the tube that
the cable rests in) is continuing north
between Winlaw and Slocan over the
coming weeks. Crews will continue
ploughing and drilling operations to
facilitate conduit placement along
the trail, followed by fibre placement
within the conduit.
After completing their fall
work, crews will begin placement
of signage and any trail cleanup
related to the project.
Meanwhile, the long effort to
secure permits and licences for the
northern half of the project has been
completed. Project officials had
chafed at the slow pace of settling
the permits, which took more than a
year longer than expected.
Another major leg of the line will
start this fall (weather and COVID,
etc. permitting), when the crews are
scheduled to begin submarine cablelaying operations in October. Aerial
cable installation from Slocan Lake
to Nakusp is scheduled to start in late
September and continue into the fall.
Work on the $7 million project,
which will see the high-speed line
connect the entire 120-km route from
Nakusp to Playmor, is still scheduled
to be completed in March 2023.
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Fall finale for KLAIP Kids’ Derby
submitted
The kids’ fishing derby for the
Kootenay Lake Angler Incentive
Program (KLAIP) is wrapping up on

September 30 (draw in early October).
To win one of several age-appropriate
prizes, including kayaks, zip line
packages or fishing tackle, kids under

submitted
A man w as arres ted on
Thursday, September 16 after
police received a report of a pickup
truck stolen from Silverton.
RCMP Corporal Thomas
Gill, Nakusp/Slocan detachment
commander, says a call came in
early in the morning on September
16 to report that the vehicle had just
been stolen. With the help of the

vehicle owner, police were able to
locate the stolen pickup, as well as
a second stolen pickup. Matthew
Gilchrist was arrested, and charges
against him have been approved for
theft of auto, possession of stolen
property and five counts of failing
to comply with a Release Order.
Gill says Gilchrist was held in
custody and his next appearance in
court will be on October 12.

Wide Spot:
Words Matter

regimes propped up by sinister
forces.
While we can argue ad nauseum
about what we should be doing right
now, the fact is that language always
carries hidden conceptual frames that
shape our thinking. OUR WORDS
MATTER.
Propaganda is the name for the
tilt to our words, no matter who
is doing the tilting. Propaganda
separates us from each other, making
sticks and stones seem like a good
idea. When we litter our speech
with innuendo and slurs, it is sneaky,
underhanded, and ruthless. Re-read
Animal Farm or try Mein Kampf:
“Propaganda must not investigate the
truth objectively… it must present
only that aspect of the truth which is
favorable to its own side.”
There are two ways to make
community. One is by drawing a
line that keeps people out: words that
name-call, behaviour that divides.
The other way is by drawing a bigger
circle: language that invites, actions
that include.
It used to be that September
meant several thousand of us would
head to New Denver for the Garlic
Fest. There we would see our
neighbours selling produce, or urging
us to join local societies, or playing
music, or peddling homemade
muffins for a good cause. This kind

Prolific offender arrested in Silverton area

by Therese DesCamp

“Sticks and stones may break my
bones, but words will never hurt me.”
When I was a kid, that children’s
chant was a talisman to protect us
from the startlingly painful names
that kids fling – Fatty, Stinky, CokeBottle Bottoms and worse.
But the words stay with us.
Yes, I’d rather be called a name
than be physically beaten. But
because words always exist within
conceptual frames, they drag a whole
lot of clandestine baggage along
with them.
I have recently received several
emails where the language was
injudicious. I’d say unskillful,
except I think the writers knew
exactly what buttons their words
pushed. One referred to having
children as “spawning” – an image
of mindless reproduction and
subsequent abandonment far from
the heart-rending reality of parenting.
Another mentioned “Darwin at
work,” insinuating that those who die
because they didn’t get vaccinated
are less fit, evolutionarily, and hence
expendable. The final email spoke
of the BC government as a “puppet
government,” language which
conjures the image of illegitimate

15 can submit rainbow or bull trout
heads from the main body of Kootenay
Lake to one of four local depots by
September 30.
In the first kids’ draw, several young
anglers won. Ivan Hale of Proctor
recommends that other kids join the
derby because the prizes are really good.
The Kootenay Lake Angler Incentive
Program kids’ derby has been running
through the summer with many great
prizes.
The KLAIP derby for anglers aged
16+ is ongoing with a grand prize draw
coming up.
The reason for the KLAIP is to
support the main Kootenay Lake

of community gathering, even if we
barely speak to anyone, produces a
sense of belonging. But we don’t
have the Garlic Fest; we don’t have
concerts; we’ve been asked not to
have harvest fairs or potlucks or
memorial services. For the time
being, we’ve lost our usual sources
of communal connection. We are
collectively feeling our way through
this up-and-down pandemic: every
choice is difficult, the fallout painful.
For everyone.
But if we choose to re-kindle our
sense of belonging by exclusionary
language and assuming the worst
of each other, we will lose our
community. Just look across the
border, if you doubt this.
When we talk about freedom
or responsibility these days, can
we please speak without sarcasm
and censure? “Those people” are
our neighbours. Our life together
matters.
Sticks and stones follow close
on our words.
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fishery’s return to a healthier predatorprey balance. In 2018, Gerrard rainbow
and bull trout (predator) populations
had increased so much their predation had
forced kokanee (prey) to near extinction;
consequently, the predators have
decreased in size and condition
significantly.
The Kootenay Lake Angler
Incentive Program encourages anglers
to get out fishing to help reduce the
over-abundant predators, promoting a
healthier balance between kokanee and
rainbow and bull trout. Anglers 16+ are
encouraged to harvest Rainbow and Bull
trout in the main body of Kootenay Lake
and then turn in the heads to local depots

to enter a monthly draw for a prize worth
$1,000, and a final grand prize draw.
After nearly one and a half years
managing the KLAIP, Gordie Grunerud
says: “Based on early returns of kokanee
to the spawning channel, it is apparent
that the KLAIP alone is not reducing
the predator species enough to allow
the kokanee numbers to increase. The
West Arm Outdoors Club has appealed
to the FLNRORD Ministry to be more
proactive and utilize the many sciencebased options available to correct the
predator-prey balance. The KLAIP helps
but relying on reducing the predator
population with a fishing rod is only
part of the solution in such a large lake.”

KASLO & DISTRICT
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Kaslo council, September 7: Council tables motion on First Nations relations
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter

UNDRIP endorsement
tabled

Councillors got their first look
at a motion that would recognize
their obligation to engage fully and
sincerely with local First Nations.
But they tabled the motion for
more discussion at their meeting
next week.
A report prepared by the CAO
recommends that the Village endorse
the United Nations Declaration on
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
(UNDRIP) articles, and make
themselves familiar with the Truth
and Reconciliation Commission
(TRC) calls to action.
“Endorsement of UNDRIP
shows support for the principles of
the Declaration generally,” says the

Since
Since1986
1986

Day planners, calendars,
and cards galore
are in-store.
Come visit every day.
250.353.2566

408 Front Street, Kaslo, BC
www.figmentscanada.com

report by CAO Ian Dunlop. “The
provincial and federal legislation
already compel municipalities
(among others) to obtain the free,
prior, and informed consent with
affected Indigenous communities.”
Dunlop’s report says that most
of the UNDRIP declarations are
beyond the purview of municipal
government, “but we can show
our support by endorsing these
documents.”
The report recommends the
Village formally recognize the
principles and actions, include
that commitment in the Corporate
Strategic Plan, and ensure all bylaws
and policies are consistent with the
Declaration and actions “on a goforward basis.”
The report also notes the Kootenay
Lake Historical Society could be
approached to help the Village in
researching any local records on
the legacy of the residential school
system. If they discover any, council
could consider seeking guidance
from federal officials on next steps.
While Councillor Molly
Leathwood called on the Village
to adopt the recommendations
immediately, the rest of the Village
leadership disagreed. The report was
tabled to give councillors more time
to review the information, and was
to be brought up to a vote at the next
regular meeting, on September 21.

Youth Centre funding
okayed

Kaslo’s Youth Centre is going
to get support to move to a new
• Fresh Meat Cut Daily
• Fresh & Frozen Seafood
• Freezer Packs
• Deli Sandwiches to go
• Awesome Cheese Selection
• Fresh & Smoked Sausage
• Smoked Salmon
• Awesome Beef Jerky
• Custom Cutting
• Weekly Instore Specials

location – though Village staff will
be double-checking how the money
is being spent.
Council approved a Community
Development Fund grant for $4,000
to help the Kaslo and Area Youth
Centre move to a new space in the
Kootenaian building.
But while Councillor Henry Van
Mill made the motion to approve the
grant, he also questioned the budget
submitted for the project, calling it
“shady.”
“I like what they are doing, but
this isn’t right,” he said, questioning
the amount being estimated for
labour and materials. He asked if
council could move that the grant
come with a condition that KAYC
provide council with details on who
they are hiring to do the job, and for
how much.
But other councillors, like Kellie
Knoll, pointed out council doesn’t do
that for other grant applications – and
it’s up to the landlord to ensure the
renovations are done to the building
code.
“Are we going to track every
budget, who is doing what work?”
he asked. “I’d like to trust they are
going to do a good job.”
Council voted for the grant, and
instead of asking for more details
formally, directed staff to check
in with the proponents on who is
doing the work and report back any
concerns.

village of Kaslo and local indigenous
communities.”
“So what is this $5,000 going to
do, anything better than a barbecue?”
asked Van Mill to staff.
“It’s an opportunity to meet
with them and talk about some
of our objectives and the Official
Community Plan,” explained CAO
Ian Dunlop.
“Then I have one last comment,”
said Van Mill. “I think we can spend
this time and energy way better on
running this community. It’s in dire
need of attention. We’re losing some
businesses.”
Despite Van Mill’s objections,
and his ‘no’ vote, the motion passed
handily.

Online tax payment
results in penalty

A Kaslo landowner has asked
council to review the late fees he was
charged for property taxes on three
buildings he own in the village.
Josh Parachnowitsch said he had
paid his taxes on the properties on the
due date set out by the Village, only

to discover that paying online meant
a delay in the Village receiving the
payment – thus automatically adding
a 10% surcharge for late payment.
“To be clear: I am adamant
about paying my taxes on time,
and fully support the cost of service
delivery in a small community,” he
wrote to council. “This letter is not a
complaint about taxation.”
Parachnowitsch said he was
concerned that other people,
especially seniors, who have been
told to try to use e-transfer services
during the pandemic may now find
themselves with extra charges.
“I feel this penalty was not
warranted and should be reverted due
to a lack of information provided,”
he wrote council. “I would further
request this be investigated for all
residents who paid online on the due
date….”
He says Village billing should
also make it clear that online payment
is not considered ‘same day’.
Council received the letter as
information.

First Nations consultation
on OCP

Just because they have a duty
to consult with First Nations
governments doesn’t mean all Village
councillors have to like it.
Henry Van Mill made his view
clear on the issue when council
was reviewing a request for a grant
from the OCP steering committee to
facilitate consultation for the Official
Community Plan.
The OCP group was asking for
permission to apply for a $5,000
grant (from the UBCM’s Community
to Community program) “to begin
building relationships between the

The Pineridge FireSmart Canada Wildfire Community Preparedness Day Celebration was held
September 12.

Pineridge FireSmart
celebration held
by Jan McMurray
The community of Pineridge,
just south of Kaslo, has been a
FireSmart community since 2017,
and every year, the community gets
together to celebrate. This year, the
Pineridge FireSmart Canada Wildfire
Community Preparedness Day
Celebration was held on September
12.

Support the
Valley Voice
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subscription

Only $5-$50
Send Cheque or Money Order
to: Valley Voice, Box 70,
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

“It was great to meet with our
neighbours and ask questions of
Kevin [Smith, Kaslo’s assistant fire
chief and FireSmart ambassador],
said Pineridge resident Maggie
Crowe.
Crowe explained that one of the
first steps in the FireSmart program
is to create a community action plan.
“We’ve been chipping away at it,”
Crowe said. “With Kevin’s help, we
look at the list of what needs to be
done and prioritize.”
The program provides small
grants, and this year’s $500 went
towards repair to the community’s
chipper, upkeep of the community
chainsaw, First Aid supplies, and
roof sprinklers for the buildings that
house the community water system.
“We work in small groups to
clear areas around our water system
buildings and along our roadside,”
Crowe said. “It’s a real community
building exercise.”

NAKUSP & THE ARROW LAKES
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Nakusp library installs community air quality monitor
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
Nakusp’s library director can tell
you exactly how good the town’s air
quality is these days.
“It’s ‘2’ today, which is really
low,” Claire Paradis said during a
recent interview. “That’s good.”
Paradis can be confident since
the library installed an air quality
monitoring device on its building in
downtown Nakusp a few weeks ago.
“We’re all about public service,
and this is information, so it’s a
perfect fit,” she says.
Paradis says the board decided to

use funding earmarked for technical
upgrades for the library computer
system to purchase the $500 piece of
equipment instead, given the poor air
quality caused by forest fire smoke
this summer. The plug-and-play
device, powered by a company called
Purple Air, uses a laser to test the air
quality accurately, giving residents
real-time local air quality data.
“We had originally earmarked
the money for in-house software, but
it was like ‘that doesn’t sound like
a good investment at this point, and
this sure seems like a good one,’”
she says.

She says it’s proven a popular hit
for local weather-watchers and people
concerned about health impacts from
poor air quality.
“People are thrilled. We put it up
and people were on it immediately.
I think they find it really useful,”
she says. “People are really paying
attention – I know I do every day.”
And while providing a service
for weather junkies, it also allows the
library to fulfill an important public
duty, she says.
“Libraries are all about access
to information, and being able to
make good decisions. So this clearly

fits into our mandate,” she told the
Valley Voice. “We are making this
information available to everybody
everywhere, and it lets them make
decisions.
“We had a volunteer who had to
leave the area because she’s allergic to
smoke. So people can decide, ‘Okay,
maybe I won’t go for that long hike,
or walk, or maybe I should stay inside
or have to plan some time away.’”
It will also come in handy
during the winter, she thinks, when
temperature inversions and smoke
from wood fireplaces can significantly
lower the local air quality quickly.

by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
Residents of Burton, a small
community on the Arrow Lakes
south of Nakusp, is losing its post
office.
“We can confirm that the
franchise postal outlet in Burton
is closing today due to unforeseen
circumstances,” says Nicole
Lecompte, a media relations officer
with Canada Post. She did not
explain what those circumstances
were.

Lecompte told the Valley Voice
that residents of Burton were notified
September 14 of the post office
closure, which took effect last
Monday, September 20.
A resident who contacted the
Valley Voice blasted the decision.
“We have many home businesses
here that receive supplies plus mail
their products out,” wrote Gail Detta.
“Now we will have to go to Nakusp
(24 miles away) to mail parcels,
receive parcels, buy stamps and other
postal services, and with the high

price of gas, most only go to Nakusp
once a week or two weeks.”
She said this potentially exposes
Burton residents to COVID, and
places a “real burden” on the
community’s many seniors.
Canada Post says residents will
be able to pick up mail and parcels at
new community mailboxes located at
Burton Frontage Road and the corner
of Burton Main Road. They were
given a day to pick up new keys in
Burton, or alternatively at the post
office in Nakusp.

Detta is also unhappy with the
location of the new mailboxes. “They
put them at the end of the Frontage
Road with no off access, so a lane
will be blocked as people get their
mail,” she said.
Other services, like picking up
oversized parcels, or items requiring
signature, will now all have to be
done in Nakusp.
If customers have questions
regarding mail delivery, they can
contact Canada Post at 1-866-2671177.

by Jan McMurray
Starting October 1, the local
transit service contract is switching
over from Arrow & Slocan Lakes
Community Services to NextGen
Transit, based in Trail.
“For the ridership, nothing
changes,” says Tom Dool of the
RDCK. “If you want to book a
HandyDart trip, you dial the same

number (1-855-993-3100) to book
your trip.”
A BC Transit press release
announcing the change says the
new contract, awarded to NextGen
until March 31, 2024, “is expected
to improve service in the region
while providing a greater investment
in the maintenance, training and
management of the transit system.”

Dool says NextGen recently
began providing services for Creston
Valley Transit, and the transition
was seamless. “They have a strong
understanding of the unique nature of
public transit with over a decade of
experience providing public transit
to RDKB Areas A, B, & C, RDCK
Areas I & J, and the municipalities
of Castlegar and Trail.”

by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
A Sandon woman will appear
before a judge in October to answer
to charges of mischief and uttering
threats.
Vida Turok made a first
appearance in Nakusp court on
September 8 before Judge Robert
Brown.

Turok was charged July 31 after
police say a woman in Sandon was
causing a disturbance and uttering
threats. A wooden footbridge in the
historic ghost town was destroyed
with a chainsaw in the incident.
At the court hearing, the Crown
told Judge Brown it was dropping
one of two charges of uttering threats,
and seeking reduced bail conditions.

Only one condition remains – that
she have no contact with another
resident of Sandon.
Crown attorney Rebecca Smyth
told the Valley Voice that the “least
onerous” set of bail conditions were
the most appropriate in this case.
Turok will appear in court again
October 6 to make a plea on the
charges.

In the press release, BC Transit
thanks Arrow & Slocan Lakes
Community Services for their years
of operating the service in Kootenay
Lake West.
ASLCS operated more than 15
buses and managed routes between
Castlegar, Nakusp, New Denver,
Kaslo, and the Slocan, in Creston,
and in and around Nelson for more
than two decades. The company
operated out of a yard in Nelson.
According to the press release,
BC Transit “continues to work
closely with the Regional District
of Central Kootenay to ensure it
provides customers with the most
efficient and reliable service
possible.”

submitted
A newly published non-fiction
book leads readers through the
author’s career in forestry as a
log scaler.
Suckerpunched: A Woman’s
Experiences as a Log Scaler by
Edgewood author Lois Wood
is delightfully accentuated with
110 photos and illustrations. Her
cartoons and anecdotes will have
readers laughing as they read what
log scaling entails when logging
trucks dump their loads into the
Arrow Lakes.
She shares the consequences
of being a victim of workplace
violence, PTSD and injustices.
Her journals recorded the
funny, sad and absurd and it is a
momentous chronicle she shares.
Copies are available at
Meritxell Books in Nakusp and

Otter Books in Nelson, and
online: books.friesenpress.com

and search for Suckerpunched by
Lois Wood.

Burton post office to close permanently

You can view today’s air quality
in Nakusp by visiting the library’s
Facebook page, or going directly to
https://bit.ly/3Eg4cEf.

Book sale

Meanwhile, the library is gearing
up for its big fall fundraising event.
Pandemic concerns have hit the
library’s team of volunteers, and she’d
love to hear from anyone who might
be able to help come out to support
the event.
Paradis she’s hoping for clear air
at the library’s annual book sale, being
held on September 25.

The Hungry Barber

Wednesday – Saturday
10 am – 6 pm
313 Hwy 23, Nakusp
250-265-7258

Local transit service changes over to NextGen

Sandon woman makes court appearance

PALS KITTENS
AVAILABLE SOON!

Have you been thinking about a kitten?
These beauties aren’t quite ready to
leave their Mom, but to get your name
on the list and for more information, call
PALS at 250-265-3792 today.

WEEKLY SPONSOR:

Nakusp
(250) 265-3635 www.selkirkrealty.com

Edgewood resident publishes book about her log scaling career

Suckerpunched: A Woman’s Experiences as a Log Scaler by Edgewood author Lois
Wood is delightfully accentuated with 110 photos and illustrations.

The Fauquier Community Club would
like to acknowledge and give thanks to
the Fauquier Volunteer Fire Brigade,
BC Wildfire Service, NACFOR, RDCK,
all our local loggers as well as the volunteers,
businesses and communities that supported Fauquier in
various ways during the evacuation. The efforts and care you
showed our community is greatly appreciated by all.
Warmest regards to each of you.
Fauquier Community Club Board of Directors
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Awardwinning, hand-stretched artisan pizza.
250-353-2282.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

THE VALLEY VOICE IS FOR SALE!
What an amazing opportunity to live your
dream and own your own business. Become
the proud owner of the Valley Voice and
a quaint building on the main street of
New Denver. The newspaper business
can provide a modest living for you and
your family, and wonderful community
connections. If you are so inclined, we
would love to show you the ropes and stay
as long or as little as you need us. We have
absolutely loved our life as newspaper
people! Give us a call at 1-833-501-1700 for
a chat, or email valleyvoice@valleyvoice.
ca. Yours, Dan & Jan.
ARE YOU AN ASPIRING
ENTREPRENEUR? If so, call Community
Futures to learn about the free Business
Plan workshop open to anyone! And if
you’re eligible, you may also qualify for
the Self-Employment program where you
will receive ongoing business training and
coaching and usually financial support

Your ad
could be
here for
only $20.00
+ GST

HOURS
9 AM - 9 PM

while you start your business. To learn more
call 265-3674 ext. 201 or email Nakusp@
futures.bc.ca.
THINKING OF STARTING, buying
or expanding your own business? If so,
Community Futures offers business loans,
counseling & training; and delivers the
Self-Employment program in the Arrow
& Slocan Lakes area. For more info leave
a message at 265-3674 ext. 201 or email
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

CARD OF THANKS

WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK
everyone for all the expressions of
sympathy, flowers, cards and all the food we
received at the time of our loss of Heather.
We certainly have a caring community. We
have been overwhelmed by the love and
support we have received.
Thank you from Joan, Louise and Wilf,
Janice and Vern, Phyllis and Greg, Bill,
Dale and Jesse.

COMING EVENTS

THE FRIDAY MARKET happens every
Friday in downtown New Denver – 9:30am
to 1pm. This gem of a market offers a
bounty of local produce, food products,
flowers, herbs and handmade artisan

Local, organic
homemade food

509 Harold Street
Slocan, BC, V0G 2C0
Open Thurs - Sun
250-355-2433
Tues- Sat 8 am - 4 pm

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

NEW HOURS
MON-FRI 8 A.M. - 2 P.M.

518 6th Ave • New Denver

Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area.
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm

Gaia Tree Whole Foods
Community Market

Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0
Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

421 6th Ave, New Denver
250-307-0163

Your ad
could be
here for
only $20.00
+ GST

the bottle donations!
RARTS - PARENT SOCIETY of The
VALLICAN WHOLE Community Centre
- Announces our ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING. Monday, October 18, 2021, at
6:30 pm. Meeting will be held on Zoom.
Please rsvp to info@vallicanwhole.com to
receive the agenda & link. CHANGE OF
BYLAW PROPOSAL: Directors would like
to expand the board from max. 7 to max. 9
board members.
PHOTOGRAPHY ART EXCURSION
at Harris Ranch near New Denver, Sunday
October 3. Guided by photographer Whitney
Taylor and Petra Hekkenberg. Walk the
historic ranch with valley vistas and capture
changing seasons and compositions.
Register: slocanlakeartscouncil.ca, 250358-2181.
THE SLOCAN VALLEY HISTORICAL
SOCIETY annual general meeting will be
held Thursday, October 21 at 7 pm in the
WE Graham library in Slocan and online.
After a short business meeting, Greg
Nesteroff will do a slideshow based on
his forthcoming Lost Kootenays book. For
the agenda, last year’s minutes and a link
to where you can view the meeting, send

The Valley Voice September 23, 2021
a note to slocanhistoricalsociety@yahoo.
ca. If you plan to attend in person, please
RSVP in advance, as COVID-19 protocols
will be observed.

FOR RENT

PRIME RETAIL/COMMERCIAL
SPACE available for lease on Broadway
in Nakusp. 500 to 2000 sq/ft. C-1, core
commercial. 92 W Broadway St. 250265-1568.
COMMERCIAL PROPERTY in Kaslo.
Prime location. October 1. 250-353-2130.
No texting.

FOR SALE

AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING
CONTAINERS 20 ft. and 40 ft. sizes.
Kootenay Containers Sales & Rentals,
Castlegar. 250-365-3014.
WATKINS PRODUCTS, HAND
CRAFTS – Bertha Williams, #11 – 217
Zacks Rd. 250-265-9080.
MERITXELL BOOKS, NAKUSP
has SUCKERPUNCHED - A Woman’s
Experiences as a Log Scaler by Lois
Wood. Arrow Lakes logging told with 110+
photos and illustrations. Or online at books.
friesenpress.com (find it by searching by
title or author).

Your ad could
be here for only
$12.00 + GST
Bill Lander
REALTOR®
250-551-5652
bill@billlander.ca

I show all my listings!
Serving the Slocan Valley for the
16th year.
Offices in Nakusp, Nelson & Kaslo

Certified by the Province of BC to test drinking water

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

Your ad could
be here for only
$12.00 + GST

MUSIC LESSONS

• All Organic Produce
• All Organic Grains

Mon-Sat 9-6
Sunday 10-4

H. A. Benson Inc.

BIG DOG MUSIC

250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290
email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca

Community Discount Day:
Last Friday of the month

wares. Find us on facebook for weekly
vendor updates. Email: ndfridaymarket@
gmail.com
ELDER ABUSE PREVENTION
- Drop in at the Resource Centre on
Wednesdays, 12-2 pm, 719 Vernon
Street, Nelson (Nelson & District Seniors
Coordinating Society). 250-352-6008,
NelsonElderAbusePrevention@gmail.com,
www.nelsonelderabuseprevention.ca
HUGE YARD SALE. Oct 2 & 3, 9 am – 4
pm, 4265 Slocan River Rd. Furniture, tools,
clothes, lots of great stuff. Great prices.
Everything must go.
SHARE YOUR LGBTQ2+ STORIES in
a fun, interactive two-day theatre workshop.
Two Saturdays, October 16 and 23, Slocan
Lake Arts Centre (former Gallery),
11-4, $20. Limited to 15 participants
so register early, at 250-358-2181 or
slocanlakeartscouncil@gmail.com. Doublevaccinated only.
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING of the
Nakusp Rail Society on Saturday, October 2
at 10 am. Location: parking lot at the rail site
(900 block Broadway Street past the beach).
Everyone welcome. Thank you to everyone
for their support this year, especially with

• Guitars and Accessories • Musical
Instruments • Vintage Vinyl Records • New
Vinyl Records • Stereo Equipment - Turntables

New Market Foods

– Bulk Ordering –

CLASSIFIED ADS

AGRICULTURE

Downtown Winlaw • 250-226-7255

Current Hours:
Monday – Saturday
10:30 am - 4:00 pm
Closed Sundays
Main Street, New Denver
250-358-2178

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription

Only $5-$50

Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

Business Classifieds
start at $10.00
Call 1-833-501-1700
for details

Support the Valley Voice with
a voluntary subscription

Only $5-$50
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FOUND

FOUND AT ROSEBERY BEACH: a
single UGG boot. 250-358-2518.

HEALTH

SHADE TREE MASSAGE THERAPY
now welcoming new and returning clients
for therapeutic and relaxation treatments.
Clean, quiet, professional office located
in Winlaw. Jessica Coonen RMT 250
226-6887 shadetreemassagetherapy@
fastmail.com
YOGA WITH TYSON * ONLINE!
Chair Yoga, Restorative Yoga, Feldenkrais
classes. All ages. Info: call/text 250-5518505, email tyson@thaitouch.ca, www.
sacredearthsomatics.com.
YOGA WITH MARTHA at Bindu
Community Studio in Winlaw. Gentle Hatha
Yoga. Meditation. Monday and Wednesday
mornings at 9:15. For more information
call/text 250-882-1362. www.ravensperch.
co or bindustudio.ca

lunch preparation, serving and clean-up
one day per week. Food Safe certification
and criminal record check required. Please
email us at hcsnorthslocanvalley@gmail.
com to express your interest in the position.
Deadline: October 4 at 5 pm.

NOTICES

67-YEAR-OLD MAN from New Denver
area looking for home care, part time. 250358-2756.
HEALTHY COMMUNITY SOCIETY
of the North Slocan Valley is looking for
someone to coordinate our School Lunch
Program. Six hours/week. The coordinator
performs administrative duties, and works
with the cook to organize menus, purchase
food and supplies, and assists the cook with

ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS
a problem in your life? AA, NA and ALANON (family) meetings can help. For
information on AA: in New Denver, 250358-7158; Nakusp, 250-265-4216; Kaslo,
250-353-9617. For NA: New Denver, 250551-4043. For AL-ANON (family): New
Denver, 250-551-6540. Please, if you can’t
get through, try another number.
A C A ( A D U LT C H I L D R E N O F
ALCOHOLICS / Dysfunctional Families)
anonymous group in Nakusp. Call or text
250-686-0567 for more information. www.
adultchildren.org
CARPENTER CREEK LAST
WISHES SOCIETY provides
information on preplanning for death
and advice for alternative funeral
arrangements. Ph: 250-358-7760. www.
carpentercreeklastwishessociety.ca
HAVE YOU OR SOMEONE YOU
KNOW been sexually assaulted and want
help? Call the Interior Crisis Line 24/7 at
1-888-353-CARE to discuss your options or
go directly to Arrow Lakes Hospital or your
local emergency room for confidential care.

Business Classifieds start at $10.00

Personal Classifieds start at $8.00

HELP WANTED

Call 1-833-501-1700 for details

COMMUNITY

SILVERTON LAKESHORE INN is
looking for all the things taken from the
hotel as follows: all the archive pictures
that were displayed in hallway, BA sign
orange and blue, grandfather clock, air
conditioners in all the rooms, 5 old yellow
hockey jerseys in frame with broken glass,
and numerous other things. Please return,
no questions asked.
SILVERTON LAKESHORE INN is
looking for people who have witnessed:
heavy machinery driving on our septic
field, heavy machinery piling snow on our
septic field, slander against the hotel or hotel
owner. Please email buyriteautosales@
hotmail.com.
BIGFOOT INN would like to thank you for
coming forward with so much information
and all the supporting emails. We’re looking
forward to serving the area again one day.

PETS

NO SIT! Not your usual dog training class.
Find the AMAZING in your dog. www.
proudofmydog.ca

Next Valley Voice
Deadline:
October 1,
2021

Call 1-833-501-1700 for details

REAL ESTATE
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I HAVE A QUALIFIED BUYER looking
for waterfront land with or without a home
on Slocan Lake. Please contact me if you
are thinking of selling. Sarah Rilkoff, 250509-0006, Valhalla Path Realty.

$ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $
WILL PAY CASH for old Harley Indian
motorcycles, old cars, old metal signs, gas
pumps and 1960s to 1972 Ford Broncos.
Call 1-778-694-5724.

JOURNEYMAN PLUMBER and “B”ticket gasfitter for new construction or
renovation plumbing, water systems/
filtration, septic. 250-777-3588 (Tim);
www.paradisevalleyplumbing.ca or email:
schaferspeare@gmail.com.
LOOKING FOR LARGE SHOP or
covered space for Rent/Lease in New
Denver/Silverton area. Prefer 14’ door and
high ceiling to fit RVs for my RV Repair
business. Alpenglow RV Services 250551-8605.

HUGE YARD SALE. Oct 2 & 3, 9 am - 4
pm, 4265 Slocan River Rd. Furniture, tools,
clothes, lots of great stuff. Great prices.
Everything must go.

sa sa sa sa sa sa

valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca
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YARD SALE

It pays to advertise in
the Valley Voice!!!
Call toll free
1-833-501-1700 for details

Randy
Speers
Construction

Construction, timber framing and HRV
installations • Serving Nakusp & Area

250-265-7313

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN
HALL LUMBER
& BUILDING SUPPLIES
SOLID
PLAN

MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter
TimberFrame Homes
Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall
Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding
Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales
dave@maddentimber.com

250 265 1807

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat
10 am to 5 pm
PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd.
Edgewood, BC

K&A

Kent & Arlene Yardcare Services
Housewatch • Free Estimates
358-2508 • 358-7785 • 505-8210
wyofonoff1@yahoo.ca

DRAFTING AND DESIGN

Experience the
WAUVIK touch!

S. KING, CET

For all your interior
renovation needs:

s.king@solid-plan.ca

- Complete Drywall
Services

(250) 358-7922

4619 Hwy 6, New Denver, BC V0G 1S1

Crescent Bay
Construction Ltd.

- Bathroom Renovations
- Carpentry and More....
Over 20 yrs Experience

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

WCB/Licensed/Insured

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431
• Email cresbay@telus.net

Vik 250-505-6509
wauvikrenos@yahoo.ca

Tim Reilly

Suite 3, 622 Front St
Nelson, BC Vll 4B7
C: (250)551-6584
Licensed Residential Builder & General Contractor
Design • Project Management • Building Services
www.trctimberworks.com

Grow Your Own
Indoor & Outdoor Garden
Supplies, Knowledgeable Staff,
Store Hours 9am – 5pm
Monday- Friday.
Closed Sundays and Long Weekends.

AVIS EXCAVATING
T: (250) 551-7127
E: joszef@airpost.net

Renovations and
Maintenance Made Easy!

Serving the Slocan Valley

• Excavation • Ditching
• Water Lines • Land Improvement
• Sand & Gravel Delivery

Wired by Alex

Electrical Contracting Ltd
Alex Joseph

47 years serving Ainsworth, Kaslo & north
All electrical work, micro-hydro & solar

Call Don (250)353-2563

250.226.7441

www.leafcabinetry.com

Jim Pownall
& Co.

LOG & TIMBER
FRAME HOMES
Crane Service

New Denver • BC
250-358-2566
jpownall@telus.net

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

• Power Trowel • Concrete Finishing
• Concrete Stamping and Acid
Staining • Forming • Tile Setting
• Cultured & Natural Stone Installation

Leaf Cabinetry

Residential & commercial
cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC

(250) 551-TIME (8463)

250-358-7721

• Basic Renovations & Construction •
• Painting • Landscaping •
Hourly Rate, By Appointment Only
– Slocan Lake communities Only –
Contact Tim Giles – 250-355-2559

Scarlett’s Electric

mobile

CONSTRUCTION,
LTD.
FOUNDATIONS • ROOFING • RENOVATIONS
p: 250-226-7849
w: avisexcavating.com
Larry Avis: lmavis@telus.net

Specializing in Timber Framing
Cell: 250-265-8503 Home: 250-265-2278
• BONDED Journeyman carpenter
• HPO Licenced Builder #42639

www.manciaconstruction.ca

CREATIVE MASONRY SOLUTIONS
FOR YOUR HOME AND BUSINESS

River Bardati
250-354-9535
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Provincial rental assistance helps tenants afford home
submitted
No one should have to choose
between paying their rent and
filling their fridge.
Take Patricia, who’s being
identified under a pseudonym
at their request. These days,
something as simple as a trip to
the grocery store can be an exercise
in balancing limited retirement
funds with the overwhelming costs
of rent.
“Groceries are getting so
expensive right now, exponentially
higher each month,” they said.
“Every time you go to the store,
you look at an item and say,
‘Oh my god, this was so much
less just a couple of weeks ago.’
It’s becoming very, very crazy
in the world, and especially for
us because BC is already very

Lemon Creek
Lodge & Campground
Year-round facility
1-877-970-8090

HAIR

expensive.”
Thankfully, Patricia is a
recipient of the Province’s Shelter
Aid for Elderly Renters (SAFER)
program. Offered through BC
Housing, SAFER provides BC
seniors aged 60 or over with low
to moderate incomes with monthly
financial assistance to help offset
the cost of monthly rent payments
in the private market.
The program provides choice
and flexibility, allowing eligible
households to apply where they
are living now and have payments
continue even if they elect to move
to another rental unit in the private
market. The average monthly
SAFER subsidy is approximately
$195.
And for renters like Patricia,
that monthly payment helps them

coming events
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worry less about the roof over
their head, while knowing they can
more easily afford other regular
expenses.
More importantly, Patricia
says, SAFER helps them to retain
a sense of independence within
their own life.
“I can buy groceries and pay
my car insurance for the month,”
Patricia said. “Without SAFER, I
absolutely couldn’t do it. That says
it all, doesn’t it?”
Patricia believes that SAFER
has changed their life and
encourages other seniors who could
use help paying their rent to apply
for their own support. Low-income
working families can also apply
for assistance under the Rental
Assistance Program (RAP), if they
have a total before-tax household

EDUCATION

income of $40,000 or less and have
at least one dependent child. The
average monthly RAP subsidy is
approximately $390.
“Please do it, because it will
help you greatly even if it’s just a
little bit,” Patricia says. “Absolutely
do it. SAFER is an essential social
service in British Columbia.”
Laszlo Mikos has been
receiving SAFER payments
for three years now. A retiree, a
diabetic, and an amputee with a
small dog named Max that depends
on him, Mikos says the consistent
extra financial help gives him the
peace of mind that his housing is
secure.
“I have a small dog and it was
hard to find a place that would
take us,” said Mikos. “This money,
every month, helps me to make

Tuesday THRU Friday
– By Appointment –

358-7769

sure I can pay my rent.”
For Mikos, those SAFER
payments are a lifeline that allows
him to live a more vibrant, fulsome
life. With less stress on rental
payments, Mikos says there’s
enough left in his pension payments
to feed his dog and afford the
ingredients with which he can
express his love of food – and
fondly recall the years he spent in
the restaurant industry.
“That $300 a month helps me
to get groceries,” he said. “I don’t
eat too much sweet stuff, but I still
sometimes like some fruit. I eat
lots of vegetables. I love cooking.”
To find out if you qualify and
how to apply for the SAFER
or Rental Assistance Program:
bchousing.org/safer and bchousing.
org/rap.

Bikes, Skis,
Snowshoes
Sales and
Maintenance
• Guesthouse •

Call Shon
250-265-3332

shonsbs@gmail.com
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STEEL TOE JOE’S
Automotive Repair
Joe Shaw

RECYCLING

AVA’S
Hair Studio
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Owner & Journeyman Technician
3804 Pine Rd. Krestova, BC

Alongside Mountainberry

778.454.0180

MASSAGE

250-358-7199

303-6th Avenue (Main St.), New Denver

TUES

Your ad
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stjautomotive@gmail.com

ACCOMODATIONS
Open 1 pm to 4:30 pm Tues.

REAL ESTATE GIFTS
Hand & Soul
Wellness Centre

202 Lake Avenue, Silverton

CHIROPRACTOR: Dr. Larry Zaleski
Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care
Offices in Silverton, Winlaw & Nakusp 250-358-2177

COUNSELLOR: Sue Mistretta, M.A.

Over 20 years counselling experience supporting
clients experiencing stress, anxiety, grief and other
life changes. In person and Secure Video sessions.
Now offering somatic therapy. Offices in Silverton
and Nelson. 250-777-1704
Visit www.handandsoul.ca

SUPPORT FOR
YOUR SPIRIT

Bi-weekly book study, biweekly services, Tuesday
8 am meditation, monthly
Contemplative in the Kootenays
For information & links, contact
descamp@heartsrest.com
Turner Zion United Church of
Canada is alive and welcomes
you online—and in person.

Tammy Peitzsche®
isoldit@shaw.ca
250-365-9640
Proud to serve the
Slocan
Valley!

“Experience that Moves”

Your ad could
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$12.00 + GST
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Slocan council, September 13: Pandemic closes Slocan Fitness Centre once again
Council met in person at
the Legion, with the option to
attend remotely.
• The Slocan Fitness
Centre will close down again
due to COVID, after reopening August 1. With the
provincial health officer’s
order for proof of vaccination,
the Fitness Centre committee
was asked whether they felt
it was best practice to hire
a staffperson to check for
vaccine passports, sell passes
and monitor adherence to
current COVID rules, or
to again close the facility.
Council agreed with the
committee’s recommendation
to close the fitness centre
until the COVID situation
changes. Current gym passes
are eligible for refund at the
municipal office.
• The CAO reported
on progress on the Legion
Heritage Exterior Restoration
Project. Windows, a fire door
and HardiePlank siding on

three sides of the building
have been installed. Once
FortisBC installs a new pole
and underground service, the
heat pump and fire exit stairs
will be installed. There are
complications with restoration
and remediation of the front
of the building. The existing
lead paint and vermiculite is
difficult to remove and better
to remain undisturbed. The
Village is working with Bob
Inwood, Heritage Design
Planner and the general
contractor, Sustainable Roots
Contracting to find a costeffective solution. This project
is being funded mostly by a
$175,000 CBT grant, received
in 2018. There have been
delays getting materials and
supplies because of COVID.
• The campground’s
electrical service will be
improved and expanded,
thanks to a grant from
Kootenay Rockies Tourism.
The project must begin before

the end of this year, and be
completed by March 2023.
The Village will contribute
$10,000 to the project from
the COVID Safe Restart Fund.
• Slocan can look forward
to a Christmas Tree Light Up
on December 5 at the Wellness
Centre, with a Christmas tree,
two firepits, warm beverages
and cookies. At the request
of Laura Lee McGhie of the
Spirit of Slocan Committee,
council approved an extension
of last year’s Columbia Basin
Trust Community Initiatives
funding of $500, as the event
was cancelled due to COVID.
• Council directed
staff to request that the
Harold Street pay phone be
maintained, after receiving
a letter announcing that the
pay phones in Slocan are
scheduled to be disconnected
and removed within the next
12 months. CAO Michelle
Gordon said revenues from
the payphones were under $50

by Jan McMurray
• Council discussed
the $30,000 budgeted for
campground improvements
this year. CAO Hillary
Elliott’s written report states
that council had prioritized
servicing the sites, basic
landscaping, basic signage
and fencing. She said costs
had increased since the
original budget was done,
and contractor availability
was very low. She suggested
installing serviced sites
at Creekside rather than
Lakeside, for three reasons:
Creekside accommodates
the larger RVs that use the
services much better than
Lakeside; there is already
a water line at Creekside;
there would be no need for an
environmental consultant, as
no works would occur in the
creek bed. Council agreed to
create three serviced sites at
Creekside, and to spend the
remaining funds on a sprinkler
system and trees for Lakeside.
If there is any money left over,
it will be carried forward to
2022 for further campground
work.
The CAO reported that the
main roads, and campsite prep
and layout were completed
before the campground
opened this season. She also
told council that Trees Canada
will not fund trees without a
sprinkler system in place.
Elliott’s CAO report says
the Lakeside Campground
living quarters project is
scheduled to begin this fall
and be completed by spring
2022. The project is fully
funded by Kootenay Rockies
Tourism and Destination BC.

• The Urban Forestry
project is moving forward.
The contract will be offered
to Mumby’s Aboriculture
Consulting for $7,000. The
project involves creating an
inventory with the health
status of the Village’s trees,
and a five-year management
plan. The work will be done
in spring 2022.
• The Slocan Lake
Stewardship Society will be
invited to make a presentation
to council about its concerns
with logging in the Silverton
watershed.
• Council agreed to
provide a letter of support for
the RDCK’s updated Resource
Recovery Plan. Councillor
Leah Main explained that
this plan must be updated
every five years and submitted
to the government, as our
transfer stations and landfills
are regulated by the Province.
• Municipalities are
required by law to have a
deputy approving officer, so
that land use applications
such as subdivisions can still
be processed if the approving
officer is absent or in a conflict
of interest situation. Michelle
Gordon, the CAO of Slocan,
was appointed as Silverton’s
deputy approving officer.
• Mayor Ferguson will
get some one-on-one training
with consultant Christina
Benty, who specializes in
leadership and governance.
The training will cost $400.
Council has also scheduled a
team building day with Benty.
• C o u n c i l l o r Ta n y a
Gordon reported she
would be reaching out to
residents to gauge interest in

neighbourhood emergency
preparedness.
• The regional hospital
board had a meeting scheduled
with the Minister of Health at
the Union of BC Municipalities
(UBCM) conference, reported
Councillor Main, who is on the
board’s executive committee.
She said they wanted to
discuss capital projects at
health facilities in the region,
and the ongoing challenges
with transportation and the
timely access to services.
• Councillor Arlene
Yofonoff reported that she
attended the Recreation
Commission 6 meeting, where
over $6,000 was awarded to
community groups: Healthy
Community Society, Hills
Recreation Society, Lucerne
PAC, the North Slocan Trails
Society and Goat Mountain
Kids Society.
• From her written report,
the CAO highlighted that she
had posted three employment
opportunities at the Village
with a deadline of September
30, and there would be a
Committee of the Whole
meeting on October 27 at 4
pm.

Silverton council, September 8: Campground
improvements to begin this fall

Support
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Only $5-$50

Send Cheque or Money Order
to: Valley Voice, Box 70,
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

a year. The pay phone in the
campground has not worked
for about four years, she said,
and now that Slocan has cell
reception, the pay phone at
Harold Street is not being used
much. Mayor Lunn said she
has been approached by folks
asking to keep the pay phones.
Council agreed to make the
request.
• The Springer Creek
pedestrian bridge at Park
Avenue requires remediation
from the flood damage that
happened in the spring of 2020.
Disaster Financial Assistance
funding for the project was
approved in June. The funding
will cover 80% of the project
cost, estimated at $129,000.
The Village’s 20% share of
the cost will be part of 2022
budget discussions. Repairs
will involve construction
of machine access to the
streambed, earthworks to
re-shape the streambank and
streambed, placement of a
geotextile and granular base
layer, and installation of riprap.
• Mayor Lunn noted that
the ambulance service is
moving away from the oncall staffing model, and that
Winlaw ambulance station
will have four regular parttime paramedics once the
hiring process is complete.
She said the BC Ambulance
Service is looking for local
individuals to fill the positions.
• Mayor Lunn and
Councillor Perrierre attended
the Slocan Valley Seniors’
Housing Society AGM,
where the society changed
its name to Slocan Valley
Housing Society. This reflects
the society’s new mandate
to work towards providing
affordable housing for not
only seniors, but families and
singles in the Slocan Valley.
• The financial report
was presented by Chris Jury,

Chief Financial Officer for
the Village of Slocan. Total
revenues for January through
June were $530,350 and
expenses were $193,153. The
interest rate on the financing
for the purchase of the sawmill
site was under 1%.
• Council supported the
AccessBC Campaign for free
prescription contraception.
AccessBC is a grassroots,
province-wide campaign
that advocates for universal
no-cost prescription
contraception to pay for
IUDs, oral contraceptives and
hormone injections. The letter
pointed out the discrepancy
between contraceptive
methods for males (condoms
and vasectomies), available
at low cost or covered by
BC Medical Services Plan,
and contraceptive methods
for people with uteruses,
which have high up-front
costs – making access to
contraception unequal and

gendered.
• Household Hazardous
Waste events are being held in
various RDCK communities,
including Silverton. The
Silverton Public Works
Yard will collect residential
hazardous waste and
donations for the local Food
Bank on September 25 from
11 am to 2 pm.
• Residential Fall Cleanup
2021 in the Village of Slocan
will take place from Monday,
October 4 to Thursday,
October 7. Tree trimmings
under 10 centimetres in
diameter and three meters
in length, bagged leaves and
organic materials will be
accepted. The Village is also
offering free vehicle removal
and interested persons are
asked to contact the municipal
office for details.
• The municipal office will
be closed on the National Day
for Truth and Reconciliation
on September 30.

Open Wednesday – Sunday
Admission is only $5, Children under 12 may enter for free!
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Preserving the House of Joyful Tidings
submitted
The Friends of the Orchard
in New Denver believe that the
House of Joyful Tidings (HJT)
is a community asset well worth
preserving. The Friends are asking
those who share their vision to
contact them, and to convey their
support to Village council members.
The House of Joyful Tidings
is one of the buildings remaining
from the original Japanese-Canadian
internment camp in New Denver’s
orchard. Of all the buildings
remaining from the original camp,
the HJT seems to have been the
only one which continued into the
postwar years as a cross-cultural,
multi-purpose community meeting
place. Originally just another
1942-built, 28’ x 14’ hut designed to
accommodate two families, it was
adapted to shared public use by the
addition of a small kitchen lean-to
at the back, a lean-to room at one
end and a 20’ x 4’ porch. Before its
eventual sale to a private owner, it was
apparently used as a United Church
meeting hall but over the decades
before, it served other denominations
and religions, as well as hosting a
range of community meetings and
recreational activities. As such, it
symbolizes the community’s success
in overcoming social prejudices
and barriers and in sharing assets
respectfully and supportively. If

anything, the fact that this is one
of only three 1942 structures in the
village that has retained its very basic
internment-era appearance adds to its
heritage and symbolic value. Having
consideration for one’s neighbour is
a simple but powerful concept that
is more effectively conveyed by the
example of a simple, shared hut than
by an elaborate monument.
Today, there almost seems to
be a waiting list of people young
and old, who, both seasonally and
permanently, would like to buy into
what we have here. Much of the
attraction undoubtedly is our pristine
lake and the uncrowded, varied
recreational opportunities in our
surrounding mountains. But perhaps
there is something about the way the
architecture of the village keeps alive
the stories of its inhabitants, and the
power of these stories, that gives
New Denver a special, humanistic
appeal. In this tiny community,
we are surrounded by evidence of
resource boom and bust, of wartime
and postwar hardship and injustices,
of lives lived simply and modestly by
choice, and most of all, of diversity
ultimately pulling together to build
a strong sense of community and
mutual support.
Preserving the HJT, perhaps in
Centennial Park beside the proposed
trail linking the Nikkei Centre with
the Kohan Reflection Garden, would

deliver several messages about New
Denver that the Friends think are
important:
• We are a community which
realizes that its architecture is as
influential as its magnificent natural
setting in defining what we value.
• We value our eclectic mix of
buildings because they are daily
reminders of the energy that goes into
building a resource-based economy,
the courage and patience to endure
and ultimately overcome injustices
that come from racial and cultural
intolerance, and the ability to display

by Jan McMurray
The fire hall in Silverton and the
community gym at the health centre
in New Denver have both been
FireSmarted, and the Village office in
Slocan will be done next year.
These projects are part of the

Slocan Valley Wildfire Resiliency
Program, led by SIFCo, the Slocan
Valley’s community forest co-op.
“These projects not only protect
critical infrastructure, but they are
also a tool for public education
around FireSmart practices,” said

Michelle Griffiths of SIFCo.
Both buildings have new metal
siding to replace the old vinyl siding,
and both buildings are surrounded by
a five-foot buffer of either pavement
or gravel. The exterior stairway
at the Silverton fire hall has been
rebuilt, and the wooden loading dock
between the gym and health centre
in New Denver has been replaced

Community buildings FireSmarted

The Silverton fire hall has recently received fire smart upgrades.
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individuality while living simply and
sustainably with deference to our
environment.
• From its origins as an
internment hut, the HJT became a
uniquely shared meeting place in the
Orchard, in effect, a tangible symbol
of how New Denver has chosen
mutual respect, integration and
sharing over mistrust, factionalism
and selfishness.
• As an interpretive centre in
Centennial Park, the HJT could be
both a symbol and a key distribution
point for communicating our vision

of who we are as a community,
as well as sub-themes related to
environmental quality, heritage
tourism, arts and culture, businesses
and services, and recreational
opportunities.
The Friends acknowledge that
their vision for the HJT entails a
number of challenges, but believe
they are not insurmountable with
community support and shared
efforts.
To learn more about the project,
contact Phil Whitfield at 250-3710327 or prwhitfield@gmaill.com.

A 1952 photo of the House of Joyful Tidings.

with a cement dock. A tree near the
loading dock will be removed, as
well, eliminating ladder fuels to the
hospital. Wooden doors have been
replaced with steel doors, and some
metal-frame, double-pane windows
have been installed to replace old
ones.
A demonstration FireSmart
garden will be planted at the Silverton

fire hall to show people what kinds of
plants and landscaping style follow
FireSmart principles.
“The whole idea is to show
people what they can do on their own
properties,” said New Denver Mayor
Leonard Casley. “We’ll probably
have an organized event next spring,
so people can steal ideas and do them
at home.”

The community gym at the health centre in New Denver has just been FireSmarted.

