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by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

A powerful lightning storm that 
moved through the region on July 8, 
coupled with historically dry forests, 
have sparked nearly two dozen small 
wildfires in the Arrow Lakes, Slocan 
Valley, and North Kootenay Lake 
regions. 

As of press time, about 19 fires were 
burning in the Valley Voice readership 
area. While the majority were listed as 
‘out of control,’ none were threatening 
homes or infrastructure.
NACFOR log yard fire

One of the most dangerous wildfires 
broke out at the NACFOR/Mercer 
Celgar log yard in Nakusp, when a 
lightning bolt struck a pile of logs in 
the converted gravel pit during the 
spectacular lightning storm, setting 
them on fire.

“It was a strange place for lightning 
to strike. It was in the bottom of a bowl, 
lower than the surrounding area,” said 
Hugh Watt, the manager for NACFOR. 
“But lightning does what it does.”

A quick response by the community 
fire department and the public put the fire 
down before it could spread too widely.

“The fire was large and there was 
significant risk that it could have become 
much larger had it not been attended 
so quickly by the firefighters and local 
contracted loggers,” said Nakusp Fire 
Chief Terry Warren. “Decks of logs 
were engulfed when crews arrived with 
risk of the fire spreading throughout the 
yard. The fire was fought all through 
the night.” 

Small wildfires break out across region after wild lightning storm
About 18 firefighters and many 

more volunteers joined the effort to 
fight the fire. 

About a dozen logging trucks’ 
worth of wood was destroyed or made 
unusable by the fire, Watt said.

“The wood was destined for the 
Mercer pulp mill in Castlegar – they 
were their logs,” said Watt. “They can’t 
use burned logs because they stain the 
pulp.”

Watt said the log yard would be 
closed for about a week while crews 
cleaned up the mess and removed 
the damaged wood. He said there 
wouldn’t likely be any long-term impact 
to NACFOR’s operations because 
of the fire. No one was injured and 
no infrastructure at the log yard was 
damaged by the strike.
Busy firefighting

But that fire was just the beginning. 
In the space of a day or two, more than a 
dozen fires flared up in the region, many 
sparked by the lightning storm. In the 
hills above Nakusp, a small fire started 
at Kimbol Lake on Saturday. However, 
firefighting efforts had to be temporarily 
halted when someone flew a drone aerial 
vehicle into the airspace.

“This situation resulted in 
a helicopter being grounded,” the 
Southeast Fire Centre reported. 

The presence of drones near an 
active wildfire can slow down, or 
completely shut down aerial firefighting 
efforts, due to safety concerns. The 
person flying the drone could face a 
$100,000 fine and a year in jail.

At press time Monday ,the Kimbol 

Lake fire was estimated to be 47 hectares 
and listed as ‘out of control.’

But local Fire Chief Terry Warren 
posted a positive note on the fire on 
Facebook.

“I just met with Wildfire officer who 
just flew Kimbol fire and [it’s] looking 
not too bad,” he wrote. “[Helicopter] 
will be bucketing today and should be 
able to get ground crew on [Monday].”

A half-dozen other fires also started 
along the shores of Arrow Lakes south 
of Nakusp, including at Octopus, 
Hutchinson, and Van Houten Creeks, 
though none were threatening homes or 
infrastructure on Monday.
Fires grow in the heat

Nakusp wasn’t the only area keeping 
firefighters busy after the storm. Near 
Passmore, a brush fire started Friday, and 
was put out by the community volunteer 

fire department. There’s no word what 
caused that fire. Small spot fires were 
also listed at the north end of Kootenay 
Lake, Lower Arrow Lakes, along the 
south shore of Trout Lake, the Little 
Slocan Valley, and the Galena Bay area.

On Monday, the heat wave 
continued, and the scattered spot fires 
began to grow. On Mount Ruppel in 
the highlands to the east of Appledale, 
a 6.7-hectare fire burning out of control 
on steep terrain in the morning became 
a 130-hectare burn by evening. A fire 
on Trozzo Creek, in the hills about 
four kilometres east of Winlaw also 
grew quickly in the mid-30s heat. What 
started as a 19-hectare fire in the morning 
became a 125-hectare burn by nightfall.

None of the fires were threatening 
homes or infrastructure. Several more 
fires were burning in the Castlegar and 

Nelson areas, as well.
The situation remains dangerously 

volatile as the Valley Voice goes to press.
If there’s any bright spot, it’s that 

West Kootenay residents are taking 
conditions seriously.

“Just wanted to say we are impressed 
that since the fire bans started, we have 
not been called out to any fires in 
our service area!” noted a Facebook 
post from the Crescent Valley Fire 
Department on the weekend. “Thank 
you to our community for not taking 
risks during this crazy heat wave and 
drought conditions.”

However, there’s no relief in sight 
for firefighters. The extended weather 
forecast Monday called for temperatures 
consistently in the 35°C range, with 
no chance of precipitation for the 
foreseeable future.

A pile of logs burned in the NACFOR/Mercer log yard last Thursday night in Nakusp. Officials figure a lightning strike hit the log deck, igniting the 
fire. Firefighters worked all night to contain the blaze, which destroyed about 20 truckloads of timber. 
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by Jan McMurray
When unmarked graves at 

former residential schools for 

Mural created in Nakusp to convey true Indigenous history
Indigenous children were recently 
discovered in Kamloops and 
Saskatchewan, Nakusp artist 

Jadeon Rathgeber (Medicine 
Bear) just had to do something.

That ‘something’ turned out to 

be a 24’ x 9’ mural, collaboratively 
created by 14 local residents 
between National Indigenous 
Peoples Day (June 21) and June 
30, the day before Canada Day. 

“The vision was to create an 
art piece that would help people 
to understand the true history 
of the people from Turtle Island 
from our family’s experiences and 
viewpoints,” said Rathgeber.

The mural has four sections, 
representing pre-contact, contact, 
present and future.

“The art piece really hit 
home for us since each family 
member has lived through the 
devastating effects of colonization, 
assimilation and the residential 
school system,” Rathgeber said. 
“The injustice part of the art piece 
was hard; some of our Sinclair 
family relatives were murdered 
and some died at the hands of the 
health care system due to systemic 
racism.”

Rathgeber said his family 
experienced many sleepless nights 
during the creation of the mural. 
“We would wake up in the middle 
of the night in tears, and then 
were unable to get back to sleep,” 

Rathgeber recounted.
The ‘future’ section, however, 

is full of hope. “We wanted to 
share how we will move forward 
into the future as the human 
race with true equality, empathy 
compassion for one another,” said 
Rathgeber. “The people of the 
earth must begin to work together 
once again to heal Mother Earth 
from the devastating effects of our 
unsustainable practices.”

The mural was hung on the 
exterior wall of ‘Artworks from 
Turtle Island’ in Nakusp, and the 
unveiling on July 5 was attended 
by about 75 people.

In an invi tat ion to  the 
unveiling, Rathgeber said, 
“This is a necessary time and 
opportunity for true reconciliation 
and understanding.”

Rathgeber reports that the 
mural will be photographed, 
touched up in Photoshop, and 
turned into a book.

Rathgeber lives in Nakusp with 
his mother, sister and daughter. His 
mother, Pat Bruderer (Halfmoon 
Woman) is an internationally 
acclaimed artist, working in birch 
bark biting. 

Sponsored by Susan Yurychuk

by Jan McMurray
A shed in Rosebery burned to the 

ground on Saturday, July 3.
“ T h e  N e w  D e n v e r  F i r e 

Department was quick to respond 
and put out the fire, which could have 
been much worse,” says an RCMP 
press release. “No neighbouring 
structures were damaged as a result 
of the fire.” 

The property owner was not home 
at the time, and no one was hurt. The 
shed and its contents were destroyed.

Local residents report that they 
went to investigate when they heard 
explosions. Several were on site 
when the police and fire department 
arrived, “doing their best to keep the 
fire from spreading,” the RCMP press 
release says.

Rosebery shed destroyed by fire
The BC Wildfire Service was 

also notified, and a helicopter was 
brought in from Nakusp to check the 
surrounding forest. Police report that 
the helicopter departed after a short 
time, as the fire wasn’t spreading.

The cause of the fire remains 
undetermined, according to the New 
Denver Volunteer Fire Department.

“We would like to express the 
importance of remaining a safe 
distance from the scene and respecting 
boundaries set out by emergency 
services,” said Mercedes Casley of 
the fire department. “Bystanders 
play an important role during an 
emergency in keeping themselves, 
the emergency services crews and the 
victims safe. By giving ample space, 
it helps us help you.”

Jadeon Rathgeber, Indigenous artist from Nakusp, took the lead on the creation of this collaborative mural. Here, he speaks at the unveiling on July 5.
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Algonquin Pine
Spectacular
must die sometime
 chop
full six feet wide
two hundred high
  chop
spectacular
must die sometime
   chop
worth good money
three thou’ or more
    chop
spectacular
must die sometime
     chop
three hundred years
maybe older
       chop
spectacular
must die sometime
        chop
could live longer
’nother hundred
         chop
spectacular
must die sometime
           chop
so clear and sound
last big pine tree
              chop
spectacular
must die sometime
                 chop
could have saved it
want to use it
                     chop
spectacular
must die sometime
                          chop

  by Paul Leet Aird
www.loonsforever.ca

TENANT AMBASSADOR
Job Title:	 Halcyon House Tenant Ambassador (Nakusp)

Job Type:	 6-month Term Position (work schedule and hours to 
be determined by the Site Manager and successful candidate).

Wage:	 $19.04 Reports To: Site Manager and provides support to 
Assisted Living Workers

Job Summary: In accordance with established vision and values of the 
Society, the Tenant Ambassador will report to the Site Manager and be 
responsible for assisting the ALWs in being compliant with the Covid-19 
orders brought forward by the Provincial Health Officer. They will greet 
and engage with all individuals entering the building such as visitors 
and contractors, to ensure they also comply with the health standards. 
The Tenant Ambassador’s role includes assisting tenants and staff with 
organizing and ordering needed supplies, as well as communicating and 
updating information to family members.

Qualifications: Grade 12

Closing Date: July 26th, 2021

Please respond in writing with resume and cover letter to : Arrow and 
Slocan Lakes Community Services, Box 100, Nakusp BC , VOG 1RO, 
fax: 250-265-3378 or email: tim.payne@aslcs.com

HOME SUPPORT WORKERS
Arrow and Slocan Lakes Community Services

Part-time, Casual

Arrow and Slocan Lakes Community Services has openings for Home 
Support Workers in the Nakusp, New Denver and Slocan Areas.

Wage: $23.27 per hour	 Job Type: Part — Time, Casual

Job Description: Home Support Workers are responsible for providing 
personal care, meal preparation light house keeping and assisting with 
medications.

Successful candidates must have a Health Care Aide Certificate and be 
registered with BC Care Aide & Community Health Worker Registry, a 
reliable vehicle, a class 5 driver’s license and current first aid.

Closing Date: Until positions are filled.

Please respond in writing with resume and cover letter to: Arrow and 
Slocan Lakes Community Services, Box 100, Nakusp, BC VOGIRO, 
fax: 250-265-3378 or email: tim.payne@aslcs.com

Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work, 
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal

WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS
359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539

3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

Our valley’s green 
grocer since 1990 

• Fresh 
• Organic 

• Wholesome 
1290 Hwy #6 

Crescent Valley
250-359-7323

– Open daily –
(Closed Christmas & New Year’s day)

PLUS Antiques 
@ Garage Sale!

Dates: July 19 - July 24
Place: Bosun Hall

Time: 9 am 
– 2 pm   

Great buys abound! Come 
early for best selection! 
We still recommend social 

distancing. Thank you.

by Jan McMurray
Old-growth protests continue in 

BC, despite the government’s moves 
to develop a new old-growth strategy, 
expected to be completed in 2023. 

In addition to the ongoing blockade 
at Fairy Creek on Vancouver Island, a 
blockade to protect old-growth forest 
slated for logging and road building was 
recently set up north of Revelstoke by a 
group called Revylution. Three veteran 
forest defenders from our area – Eloise 
Charet, Tom Prior and Mick Grabowsky 
– have all gone to the blockade on 
Bigmouth Forest Service Road about 
120 kilometres north of Revelstoke to 
lend support. 

The Splatsin Nation has declared 
its support for the Bigmouth blockade. 
A Splatsin press release says: “Ongoing 
harvesting of these few remaining forest 

Old growth continues to be hot button issue, Revelstoke is latest hot spot
refuges contradicts recommendations 
by caribou experts for protection of 
critical habitat as well as the provincial 
commitments to act on the 14 
recommendations of ‘A New Future 
for Old Forests: A strategic review of 
how British Columbia manages for old 
forests within its ancient ecosystems.’”

Facing mounting public pressure 
to act on the issue, the government has 
recently brought together an independent 
Old Growth Technical Advisory Panel. 
One of its members is Garry Merkel, 
who was also on the Old Growth 
Strategic Review panel.

Merkel, in a recent interview with 
The Narwhal, said he was not surprised 
about the blockade at Fairy Creek and 
“we will likely see more of these.” 
He said that while he and Al Gorley, 
the other member of the Old Growth 

Strategic Review panel, were out 
connecting with British Columbians, 
“people kept telling us about the near 
and dear places to their hearts that were 
up for logging.”

“Our timber industry is still very 
dependent on the old-growth portion of 
the profile,” he said. “Every part of the 
industry relies on it, so there would be 
major catastrophic effects on the industry 
if we were to change it overnight. There 
are going to be some transition issues.”

Merkel pointed out that the 
government has legal contracts with 
logging companies and it would cost 
“well into the billions to take it back.”

Although Merkel said he appreciates 
that it’s easy to be skeptical of 
government, he feels that the government 
“is doing its darnedest” to move on the 
recommendations in the report. They 

are moving more slowly than expected, 
but that is largely due to the pandemic, 
Merkel said.

“I don’t want to tell people to go beat 
up the government or beat up industry. 
We all need to work together on this,” he 
said, although he acknowledged, “Social 
change doesn’t happen when there’s no 
pressure.”

Merkel believes we should follow 
the way that First Nations elders shared 
with him and Gorley during the review 
– leave 50% of the forest, and use the 
rest, but do so in a way that mimics 
Nature. “One of the problems is the 
clearcut or variants of the clearcut. That 
is not the way Nature works… We have 
to look after the land. Without that, we 
are done. We believe this is a process of 
empowering and involving everyone. It 
can’t be forced on people or we will stay 
polarized and change will be slow. This is 
a large systems problem, a big shift. We 
need to think about it like that to make 
this change.”

A blockade to protect old-growth forest from logging and road building has been set up about 120 kilometres north of Revelstoke.

by Jan McMurray
If you’d like to contribute to relief 

efforts in Lytton, now is your chance. 
The proceeds from bottles and cans 
collected by Al and Katrina in New 
Denver-Silverton July 10-24 are going 
to support the cause in Lytton.

Al’s truck will be set up at the New 
Denver recycling depot on July 17 and 
24. Alternatively, people can drop off 
their returnables at Al’s house behind 
the liquor store in New Denver or at 

Raising funds for Lytton
Katrina’s house in Silverton. 

Lytton was destroyed by fire on 
June 30. Planning for rebuilding the 
community is underway.

For more information, call Katrina 
at 250-358-2284.
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OPINION

EDITORIAL / LETTERS POLICY
The Valley Voice welcomes letters to the editor and community news 

articles from our readers. 
Letters and articles should be no longer than 500 words and may be 

edited. We reserve the right to reject any submitted material.
Please mark your letter “LETTER TO THE EDITOR.” Include your 

address and daytime phone number for verification purposes.
We will not knowingly publish any letter that is defamatory or libelous. 

We will not publish anonymous letters or letters signed with pseudonyms, 
except in extraordinary circumstances.

Opinions expressed in published letters are those of the author and not 
necessarily those of the Valley Voice.

The Ingrid Rice cartoon is a satirical look at current events in politics and is sponsored by the Kaslo Hotel. The Hotel does not necessarily share the political views of  the artist.

KASLO HOTEL IS OPEN – 
Now open from 11:30 am Wednesday to Sunday, CLOSED 
Monday & Tuesday. Ask about our Happy Hour Specials.  

www.kaslohotel.com 250-353-7714

Slocan River 
and Lake

I don’t live in the Slocan Valley. 
I live just out of it, in Glade. But 
for me, the Slocan Valley was love 
at first sight. I fully support Judy 
McMahon’s campaign to rid the 
Slocan River of power boats, but I 
think her effort should be expanded to 
include Slocan Lake. There are only 
three towns on the lake, and I think 
they could convince the provincial 
government to make the change. If 
that happened, Slocan Lake would 
be the largest powerboat-free lake 
in North America, and the chance 
to paddle, or sail on it, would be 
a big draw for people who like to 
experience the outdoors without the 
harassment of motorized craft. The 
alternative is to be overwhelmed 
by Seadoos, and huge motorized 
vessels, including the new Wave 
boats that tend to erode the shoreline. 
Let the big reservoirs have the 
oversized motorized boats; there 
is plenty of room for them there. I 
would love to see this one, last, large, 
natural Kootenay lake devoid of the 
noisy big shots and the tremendously 
annoying Seadoos. 

One thing I know for sure – 
the Slocan Valley is, and always 
has been, a place that dares to be 
different. 

What a beautiful decision that 
would be.

Rod Retzlaff
Glade

Who is the 
100th monkey?

I’ve just received some very 
encouraging news that the globally-
read ‘International Journal of Energy 
Management’ has published a 
paradigm-shifting study. The study 
is about eliminating a city’s highest 
emissions from urban building 
heating demands by successfully 
capturing the local thermal sewage-
waste heat off of the building’s 

existing sewage infrastructure. Close 
to 100% of carbon emissions from 
natural gas (and the $10,000/year 
bill) was eliminated from the test-
site, a 60-unit condo, by using 
the SHARC Energy Systems of 
North Vancouver’s ‘PIRANHA’  – a 
furnace-size technology that easily 
met and surpassed the condo’s 
heating, hot-water and cooling 
requirements. The ‘PIRANHA’ also 
functions as a storage battery for 
solar and wind while keeping the 
condo steadily comfortable no matter 
what the weather or time of day, or if 
the grid goes down. Humans create 
a lot of sewage-waste renewable 
energy globally, thus all nations have 
a clean, affordable, local choice to 
keep planetary warming limited to 
1.5°C. Vancouver and Toronto are 
expanding this technology through 
their cities presently. Humans fully 
utilizing their sewage-waste for 
renewable energy turns an expensive 
health-hazard problem into a clean 
water solution, compared to big 
money’s energy solutions that create 
climate-warming chaos from fossil 
fuels and millennia of radioactive 
waste emissions from spent 
radioactive uranium and plutonium. 
Please share this paradigm shift. The 
100th monkey is about to reset the 
corporate economy.

Susan Eyre
Sirdar

Slocan beach
We are frequent visitors to the 

beach in Slocan. It is so great to 
have this beautiful area. We are 
so happy the town bought the mill 
site, and will hopefully expand the 
beach, and put in something that will 
make the area even more amazing. 
I am always bummed though at the 
condition of the sandy beach with all 
the lake debris on it after the winter 
and spring storms, and I am surprised 
that the town doesn’t allocate some 
money for clean-up every year. My 
understanding is that it is always 
the same people year after year who 

come in to remove the debris (often 
just one person), with little help 
from the public who use it all the 
time. Could the town not organize a 
day of volunteer cleaning (it would 
actually only take an hour or two), or 
invest in a rake that could be pulled 
behind a small ATV to rake it all up? 
On beaches in the Caribbean, this is 
what they do every morning before 
the tourists and locals show up. If you 
want to attract tourists and locals to 
the area, making the beach nice and 
totally usable instead of only small 
areas that have clean sand would go 
far in creating a more beautiful space. 
We are doing our share of picking up 
and piling this debris. It takes only 
minutes when we come, and I wish 
others using it would do the same.

D. Slater
Winlaw

Reconciliation
A number of Canadians are upset 

that Canadian flags are flying at half-
mast. Some even perceive such actions 
around Canada Day as unpatriotic. 
While I remain grateful to Ontario and 
Canada for inviting me to come and 
live in this country and for providing 
me with an assisted passage to get 
here, I never intended to displace the 
right of Indigenous people to live and 

thrive here, too.
Every settler and immigrant needs to 

reflect on the fact that of approximately 
150,000 Indigenous children taken 
into ‘care’ by the churches, federal 
and provincial governments, former 
Truth and Reconciliation Chair Senator 
Murray Sinclair estimates that up to 
40,000 never made it back to their 
parents and communities.

We each need to reflect on the likely 
impact, on parents and communities, of 
up to one in four of our settler and 
immigrant children not coming home 
from school. Then understand that 
First Nations parents and communities 
have lived with this reality for a century 
and a half. The least we can do is fly 
our flags at half-mast out of respect 
for the enormity of the genocide that 
took place.

Reconciliation requires us, 
however, to move beyond recognition 
of past wrongs to actually building 
a society in which every child and 
every person is valued as having an 
equal right to participate in society and 
thrive. This should include not just First 
Nations, but all non-Europeans and 
non-Christians – the diversity that is 
now Canada.

As an example of the failure to 
include others, let’s, as an example, 

look at the decision to build the Site 
C dam. Successive governments have 
known that, as a result of building WAC 
Bennett and Peace Canyon Dams, 
the food fishery in all the tributaries 
off Williston reservoir have become 
contaminated with methylmercury.

The level of contamination in 
edible fish is such that the BC Ministry 
of Health issues a permanent warning 
not to eat excessive amounts of fish, 
whatever that means. But where else 
in BC, we must ask ourselves, do 
settler and immigrant families face 
a permanent health warning against 
eating fish behind a reservoir?

If the answer is nowhere, why 
then is it still acceptable, in an era 
of reconciliation, to build a third 
hydroelectric dam that will only serve 
to further increase methylmercury 
contamination in the food fishery in an 
area of the province where the number 
of First Nations people are among the 
highest in the province?

Why is it, in the third decade of 
the 21st century, an acceptable risk to 
place in jeopardy the motor-neuron 
health and well-being of First Nation 
babies, infants, children, youth and 
adults? Why do our governments in 
BC continue to treat the health and 
well-being of First Nations as being 
secondary to the health and well-being 
of the settler and immigrant economy?

When will this subtler form of 
genocide end? It is not so subtle for the 
health and well-being of First Nations 
people when we turn a blind eye to our 
BC government knowingly increasing 
the level of methylmercurcury 
contamination in the food fishery of 
the Peace River ecosystem, which runs 
all the way to the Athabasca River Delta 
and the Arctic Ocean.

Andy Shadrack
Kaslo
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Dear Prime 
Minister Trudeau 
and Premier Horgan

It is Canada Day. Here in BC, 
we’re packing our emergency kits, 
looking feverishly at weather sites, and 
wondering why things have reached this 
critical point.

Both of you campaigned as climate 
champions. Yet our emissions haven’t 
gone down. Canada has not once reached 
a single Paris Agreement target.

You’ve both subsidized fossil fuels 
with our tax dollars instead of investing 
in green technologies, and have allowed 
our old growth forests -- the biggest 
carbon sinks we have – to be decimated.

As we wear our orange shirts, we see 
nothing but disrespect and empty words 
for Canadian aboriginal people as we 
witness the grief buried in the grounds 
of residential schools.

Isn’t it time to change?
This Canada Day is a time of 

reflection for many of us. I hope you 
are both thinking about what you were 
elected to do. People voted for you 
because they believed that you would 
look out for their interests, address 
climate change, and get on with a just 
transition to a greener, more liveable 
future.

I hope you’ll both take a hard look 
at the risks that we in BC, and the rest 
of the world, are facing. Your actions 
say something very different from your 
reassuring words. You can fool some of 
the people, but you can’t fool nature.

What will next summer look like? 
How many more towns will be burned 
to the ground because of climate change?

Please, support genuine green 
solutions. These solutions do not include 
nuclear power, unproven carbon capture 
technologies or the unprecedented 
planned military investment you want 
to make. Nor does it include fracking, 
pipelines or any other fossil fuels.

We want to see everything electrified, 
and powered with green energy. We need 
subsidies for households and businesses 
to make buildings energy efficient. We 
need green transportation infrastructure 
and the restoration of our lands and 
water. And we need the schools, hospitals 
and public institutions that sustain us 
restored. We want our society to be green 
and caring.

I can’t speak for aboriginal people, 
but I’m sure a good start would be getting 
clean water to all reserves, ensuring 
aboriginal women and girls stop going 
missing, and truly honouring the spirit 
of UNDRIP in negotiations around land 
and resources.

This Canada Day should be a turning 
point. I hope you will both seize this 
moment and change the terrifying 
trajectory we’re on. We don’t want to 
live this way, and there’s no reason we 
should.

I look forward to your replies.
Diana van Eyk

Winlaw

The need for shade
With intense heat has come intense 

danger of wildland fires and increased 
interest in fire-safeing our village and 
our homes. Recently SIFCo has been 
cutting trees around the village to reduce 
fire transmission. A councillor recently 
left a BC government pamphlet at my 
house on fire-safeing private property. 
It simplifies the main issues very well.

A subject that has received far less 
attention is the need for shade to protect 
us from heat. The number of sudden and 
unexpected deaths in BC quadrupled 
during five days of the heat wave. The 
rest of us who were left alive were 
just miserable, and maybe a little less 
functional than usual.

In New Denver, we are lucky we 
have a lake to swim in. But I found 
I could no longer walk to the lake 
in the afternoon, as the sun was so 
uncomfortable that it felt dangerous. 
In fact, I discovered there is not much 
shade along a number of streets in town. 
Between noon and 6 pm, the best thing I 
could do was stay home. Meanwhile, we 
are being warned that the heat is going 
to get even worse because of climate 
change.

Cities have extensive areas where 
there is not much shade and this is being 
recognized as a big health problem. The 
US Forest Service has been using its 
technology to identify shade-starved 
areas in cities. Los Angeles has been 
scrambling for years to plant trees, with 
a goal of planting 90,000 by 2021.

According to Natural Resources 
Canada: “Across Canada, community 
residents are working together to create 
future urban legacies. … In 2012, 
[Montreal] set a goal to increase its urban 
tree canopy from 20% to 25% by 2025. 
To help achieve this goal, 40 local and 
national corporations and community 
partners banded together [and] has set its 
own target of planting 50,000 new trees 
and plants by 2022.”

It’s going to take time for those 
trees to grow but in New Denver, a tree 
can do wonders in a decade. About 15 
years ago, I found a seedling of a broad-
leaved maple in my backyard, about a 
foot and a half tall. I only watered it two 
or three times a year, but in 10 years it 
provided good shade. Fifteen years later, 
it is wondrously huge and sheltered me 
under multiple tiers of large leaves as I 
sat under it this last week doing my work 
on a portable computer.

So before you cut down that tree 
you’re thinking of taking down, take 
into account the shade it provides, and 
be sure you get good information about 
whether removing it is really necessary. 
Our area is rich in trees, but our streets 
are surprisingly poor in shade compared 
to, for instance, Kaslo. Birch, aspen, 
cottonwood, maple, alder, ash and cherry 
are recommended in the brochure the 
councillor is distributing. Birch in our 

Open letter to Kaslo 
Village council

I would like to acknowledge that 
I live, work, and play in the traditional 
lands and unceded territories of the 
Sinixt, Ktunaxa, and Syilx Peoples. I am 
deeply grateful for the millennia of care 
for this land by all Indigenous Peoples.

I am writing this letter in response 
to the social media post that Mayor 
Suzan Hewat wrote with regards to the 
removal of the Canadian flag that flies 
outside the Village offices.

Recently, when the remains of 
murdered Indigenous children were 
reported by the media as “discovered,” 
though Indigenous people had been 
telling the rest of Canada for decades 
that these unmarked graves existed, 
many people expressed shock and flags 
were lowered to half-mast across this 
land. Locally, Canadian flags outside 
of the RCMP office, the post office 
and the Village office were lowered 
in acknowledgement of this horror. 
While flags remain lowered outside of 
the RCMP and post offices, the Village 
office raised their flag once again. 
The cruel insensitivity of this act is 
incomprehensible to me.

Sometime before July 1, the cord 
was cut, and this offending flag was 
removed. Mayor Hewat wrote about this 
on her personal social media page, and it 
was shared to a community group. In her 
post, she called this an act of vandalism 
and that she was disappointed in the 
perpetrator. (I am paraphrasing as her 
post was deleted a few hours later.)

First, to call this an act of vandalism 
is incorrect. This was a non-violent 
act of protest  Disfiguring, burning, 
dismantling flags has a long tradition 
in human history. It is a highly effective 
tool for protest and bringing forth 
change that has been used all around 
the world.

Second, to express disappointment 
over such a small yet powerful non-
violent act that was a response to the 
Village’s decision to raise the flag, 
therefore demonstrating such disregard 
for Indigenous people in our community 
while they grieve, seems misplaced to 
me. Please take a moment, Mayor Hewat 
and Village councilors, to reflect on the 
anger and pain that was felt, while more 
small bodies were being “discovered” 
and that flag was flying high.

As you think on this, I ask 
you, wouldn’t an apology for this 
inconsiderate flag-raising be a more 
fitting response than chastisement for 
a reaction to the hurt that was caused? 
Who is truly the one who should be 
disappointed?

Finally, I would like to request that 
the Canadian flag not be restored to 
the Village offices property until the 
conclusion of an appropriate mourning 
period for all the Indigenous children 
that were abducted, abused, raped, 
neglected, and murdered in the name of 

Tiny homes, 
communal living

Thank you to the Valley Voice for 
profiling Big Calm in its article about 
tiny homes and communal living in the 
last issue.

We’ve had lots of positive feedback 
but we also received insults and even 
some personal threats. The article was 
clearly a lightning rod for some locals, 
who understandably are frustrated with 
the underlying shortage of affordable 
rental units in the region, an issue much 
larger than us and what we do with 
our home acreage. (More on that here: 
bigcalm.ca/the-bigger-picture)

Affordable Housing projects are 
important and much-needed, and 
tiny houses (which can be efficiently 
prefabricated and have one-tenth the 
eco footprint) could play a key role, but 
they’re also not financially feasible (at 
least for us) without serious government 
and institutional support. If they were, 
everyone here would already be doing it. 
Regardless, it’s not the type of operation 
we are able to run and our location isn’t 
appropriate for the density that might be 
required to make it work.

Readers mostly honed in on our 
cited price, which is reflective of building 
legally, to a high environmental standard, 
with very busy local contractors, and 
in an area generally overlooked by 
banks and insurers. Nobody begrudges 
exiting residents from selling at market 
rates and there haven’t been similar 
calls on mills to spearhead “affordable 
lumber” initiatives. The economics of 
our modest endeavour are quite different 
to those of crowded campgrounds, places 
with finished buildings and existing 
infrastructure, ventures with work-trade 
arrangements, exotic and luxury Airbnbs, 
or limited access sites with no amenities 
or community. There is a market for all 
of those things, just as there is for our 
quality-seeking permaculture + remote 
work niche. A healthy region has a 
diversity of options. 

On that, it’s worth also clearing up 
the silly bogeyman misconception by 
some that remote workers are all rich, 
vain, urban, or even that they’re techies 
at all. She may be an international 
fundraiser for artists, a semi-retired 
midwife who coaches others online, a 
financial analyst who grew up on a farm 
and can no longer stand working in the 
city, or a weary doctor fleeing healthcare 
cuts elsewhere. Half the world worked 
from a computer this past year. And 
in a world where natural, rural regions 
rely too heavily on extractive industries, 
weekend party resorts, and opulent or 
often-vacant summer homes, it’s perhaps 
a good sign that the Valley is instead 
attracting locally- and environmentally-
minded greenthumbs who bring their 
own jobs and simply need some wifi and 
peace to quietly make a living.

Residential horror
Whose decision is it to bury children 

on school grounds? How convenient! 
The grass is the carpet that stolen children 
are swept under.

As a white man, I’ve never myself, 
much less heard any white person, 
lament over not being Indigenous. Yet 
so many of the privileged can’t grasp 
why natives can’t just, “get over it.” The 
paucity of our empathy is glaring as is our 
cognitive dissonance.

If we’ve fooled ourselves into 
thinking that evil is elsewhere in the 
world and not here, we now stand 
corrected. A native friend has told me 
that among the many abuses the children 
suffered, the children would have their 
bare feet caned (Bastinado), a torture 
common in the Middle East and other 
regions for centuries. One cannot run 
away if one cannot walk. I’m reminded 
of the African American refrain, “If one 
of us is in chains, we’re all in chains.”

My faith has taught me that every 
woman is my sister, every man my 
brother. What is it then about five or six 
microns of skin (the coloured outer layer) 
that could make some superior and others 
inferior? A Persian friend told me his 
father told him, “You must behave better 
than everyone whilst never thinking you 
are better than anyone.” We demonstrate 
our love for our Creator in the way we 
treat His creations, not just those who 
look like us. God doesn’t make mistakes. 
Your God is everyone’s God regardless 
of one’s colour, race, creed or beliefs. 

As a school bus driver, retiring at the 
end of June, I’ve asked the children the 
following: “Take all philosophy, from 
Socrates to the present, all prophetic 
revelation from religious history and 
put it into a nut shell. From all of that 
wisdom, in one word, what is the 
meaning of life?” They looked at me 
confused so I added, “Without this one 
word, life on earth would be hell on 
earth.” They immediately responded 
with, “LOVE.” “Bingo,” I replied.

Love is the meaning of life. If 
your religion, politics, or lack of it is 
antithetical to this, then you and all of 
us are better off without them. A true 
seeker must be brave – brave enough to 
abandon his worldview when a superior 
worldview is encountered. A prophet 
said, “Preferable one hour’s reflection 
to 70 years pious worship.” Another 
prophet said, “Reflection is the path of 
immortality, thoughtlessness the path of 
death. Those who reflect never die, those 
who do not reflect are as if dead already”.

As a child growing up in Saskatoon, 
several times my dad drove us north 
to Lac La Ronge for fishing. Cree 
men were guides and one day while I 
watched these men process the fish, I 
noticed how unhappy they looked. Then 
I heard children crying and saw a group 
of children and mothers all in tears and 
the kids about to board a school bus. I 
asked my dad what their problem was 
– they were just going to school after 
all. Dad replied, “Son, they’re going to 
residential school and won’t see their 
parents until next year.” I went numb. I 
replied, “That’s nuts, they’re my age.” At 
10 years of age, my intuition understood 

insanity. I’m almost 66 and this memory 
is burned into my soul. 

We bled the hope out of a nation of 
people then have the nerve to ask, “What 
is their problem?” SHAME!

James McKee
Edgewood

We cannot solve the complex 
problem of a lack of affordable housing 
but we still strive to have a positive 
impact. We are well-intentioned and are 
doing the best we can with what we have.

Steve Hardy
Appledale

area have been dying, but a birch tree 
by my garden shares the water, and has 
remained healthy.

Anne Sherrod
New Denver

Canada by various religious institutions.
The Village of Kaslo must do better.

Susan Chamberlain
Kaslo
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By the Slocan Waterfront Society
At  our  l a s t  Off i c ia l 

Community Planning (OCP) 
meeting about 10 years ago, it 
was clear that most of us choose 
to live here because of the natural 
beauty, pristine nature, and quiet 
lifestyle. Luckily the Corporation 
of the Village of Slocan thinks 
along the same lines, and signed 
the Climate Action Charter in 
2008 to become completely 
carbon neutral by 2050. This 
number still seems a long way 
off, but we have targets to meet by 
2030, and sadly as a province and 
a country so far, we are failing; 
our emissions have gone up 
instead of down. Our emissions 
in the Slocan valley come from 
transportation, and the heating of 
our homes and buildings and our 
waste. Sadly, due to exploitive 
logging practices now the logging 
of our forests gives off more 
GHG emissions than released 
by fossil fuel emissions in all of 
2017 – Environment Ministry.

At that meeting years ago, 
we all agreed that the climate is 
changing. The Village of Slocan 
Official Community Plan Bylaw 
No. 616 calls to “Encourage 
a local action plan towards a 
sustainable society and adaption 

Engaging in the future of our community
to the effects of climate change.” 
Other agreements were that most 
of us loved Slocan and growing 
food. Making different choices 
to be more sustainable included 
driving less and carpooling, 
taking the bus. Other suggestions 
from the group included drying 
clothes on the line, not in a dryer. 
Planting a garden. Recycle more. 
Use a shovel not a snowblower in 
the winter. Insulate your house, 
change your windows to double 
paned (they are RDCK and 
Provincial grants and rebates 
available.) Community gardens 
were suggested. Glad WEGCCS 
Fran and Leela are doing that 
this year! 

In September 2019, the 
Slocan Waterfront Society 
o r g a n i z e d  t h e  M a k i n g 
Connections: Renewable & 
Resilient Slocan, a community 
interactive workshop to envision 
Slocan’s future together, which 
was well attended by about 40 
residents. Mayor Jessica Lunn 
opened the event and asked the 
participants “What kind of future 
do we want to create?”. Presenter 
Dr. Lily Yumagulova, a Slocan 
resident with global experience 
in resilience planning, presented 
many examples of small villages 

and towns reinventing themselves 
in a good way for all:

Jerome, Arizona lost 97% of 
its population after the collapse of 
its mining industry and reinvented 
itself as a tourist-attracting arts 
centre. Gudvangan, Norway a 
remote village is now home to 
the Viking Valley, one of the 
“most-visited cultural attractions 
in Norway.” Portmeirion Village 
in Wales, a booming tourist 
attraction, was developed to show 
how a naturally beautiful location 
could be developed without 
spoiling nature but enhancing 
it. Tofino, BC marketed its cold, 
wet winter season into a storm-
watching season. Leavenworth, 
Washington a rundown mill-
town reinvented itself as a “little 
Bavarian town” and attracts many 
tourists. Lac Megantic, Quebec, 
after a devastating train explosion 
rebuilt as a green, connected, 
and compassionate community. 
Detroit, USA was a ghost town 
after industries closed, and a 
food desert. One person woke 
up and they were determined 
to make change. Now Detroit 
has hundreds of small gardens 
and farms and feeds its citizens 
healthy food. In Peterborough, 
Ontario, they produce their own 

energy, run their own utility, 
and give energy incentives for 
low-income folks and students, 
through a community run Green 
Up program.

“What do we need to make 
us more resilient?” – this was 
the question at the heart of the 
workshop. These are some of 
the examples we came up with 
(please see the beautiful tree 
that captures the voices and 
visions expressed by workshop 
participants):

• Energy: Electric Vehicles; 
Solar panels on all homes; local 
jobs to reduce commuting;

• Nature: Clean air/water/
soil; Restore & Bioremediate 
Springer Creek;

• Youth: expansion of the 
Valhalla Wilderness Program at 
WE Graham Community School; 
Opportunities for youth; Train 
Youth for the future.

• Feeding ourselves: We 
grow our own food; Greenhouses 
and gardens in open spaces;

• Our community: A hotel, 
inn, accommodation; Car free 
centre; Reliable help for Seniors 
to keep them and their homes in 
shape; a Centre meeting place; 
Arts & Healing centre;

• Economy: an Economy 
based upon Nature + Wellness; 
Reduce consumption; Organized 
nature trips for groups, lake 
navigation, survival training; 
Good water systems, No marina, 
Wind power, more hiking trails, 
ecotourism.

Slocan needs a clear and 
simple vision with clear policies. 
A self-sustaining vision with 
environmental and economic 
objectives. Looking forward to 
the future and the shaping of 
it, and it would be good for all 
of us to remember why we live 
here. It was for the natural beauty 
and fresh air and good kind 
neighbours. With the purchase 
of the mill site, the Village will be 
conducting engagement sessions 
to inform the Official Community 
Plan update. Please come out 
when times are favourable for 
the new Official Community 
Planning and help shape the 
future. Let’s make a sustainable 
difference!

In closing,  thanks to 
community funding from the 
RDCK CBT, and to Kathy’s 
cuisine for the fabulous healthy, 
local food! SWS, just gave away 
Swallow and Chickadee houses, 
soon we will have more and Bat 
houses too, stay tuned into the 
Valley Voice for updates.

Happy Summer to you all.

Pet Food and Farm 
Animal Feed

Open 9-5 Mon-Fri, 10-4 Sat, Closed Sunday

River Floatees in all shapes & sizes for summer fun!

Manures & Potting Soils for all your Gardening Needs
Straw bales $13.00

Peat 
Moss  
$19.99/bale 

Paint & Accessories

Garden & Lawn 
Fertilizers, Insecticides, 
Bug Spray & Mosquito 

Solutions

Large selection of fence posts, 
gates & fencing! 
	 – corral panels

Sprinklers, hoses,   
   lawnmowers & weed
      wackers in stock

Electrical 
Supplies

submitted
T h e  V a n c o u v e r 

Foundation and Association 
of Neighbourhood Houses 
BC invites residents of the 
West Kootenay to apply for a 
Responsive Neighbourhood 
Small Grant (RNSG). 

T h e  R S N G  p r o g r a m 

Small grants available for community connectedness
provides grants of $50-$500 
to residents for projects that 
make connections, or share skills 
or talents among community 
members.

Now, more than ever, we 
need to stay connected with 
our neighbours and community 
members. With a Responsive 

Neighbourhood Small Grant, 
residents can join a network of 
thousands of project leaders who 
have taken steps to better their 
neighbourhoods.

Some ideas of projects that 
would be eligible for the grant 
are: projects that ease social 
isolation of vulnerable people, 

projects that use online platforms 
to share local assets or gifts, 
health and wellness information 
and workshops, community 
gardens.

T h e  d e a d l i n e  i s 
September 9, or until funds 
run out. More information: 
neighbourhoodsmallgrants.ca.
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Thank you for supporting your local businesses! 
The key to a thriving local economy throughout the pandemic and always

NAKUSP & AREA
Bon Marche Dollar Dollar
Open 9 am - 5 pm Monday to Saturday. Contactless debit/credit. Cleaning 
protocols in place, customers reminded to social distance. Masks are no longer 
mandatory in store.
Facebook: Bon Marche Dollar Dollar Nakusp
250-265-3644 

Crescent Bay Construction Ltd. 
Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-5 pm
Nitrile gloves must be put on (available beside the door) when entering and 
discarded (beside the door) when leaving.
Phone orders and pick-up available. E-transfer payment available at cresbay@
telus.net • 250-265-3747

Kim’s Kustoms
Open regular hours, 8:30 am-5:30 pm
250-265-4012 

Nakusp Glass
Open
Drop in, call or email to make an appointment.
250-265-3252, nakglass@telus.net 

Nakusp Taxi
Pick-up and delivery of anything from licenced food, beverage and retail stores.
250-265-8222

Royal LePage Selkirk Realty
Open Mon-Fri 9:30 am - 4:30 pm with COVID-19 safety precautions in place.
Our agents are more than happy to help!
250-265-3635; Nakusp@royallepage.ca

Shon’s Bike - Ski - Stay
Mon-Sat, 9 am - 5:30 pm
Please drop off bike repairs to the rear entrance (in alley) of the shop. No 
appointments are necessary for bike tune-ups. Our coffee shop and lounge 
area is currently closed.
All 2019 bikes are on sale.
For all inquiries, call us as (250) 265-3332, email: info@shons.ca, website: 
www.shons.ca, Facebook: Shon’s Bike - Ski - Stay.

Save-On-Foods
Open 8 am - 7 pm daily. Max customer limit in place. Please shop individually. 
Bottle returns - up to 2 dozen max.
250-265-3662. Store Manager: Kira, Asst. Manager: Ryan

Eagle Small Motors and Repairs
Monday 4-6 pm; Tuesday-Thursday 9 am-6 pm; Friday-Saturday 9 am-5 pm.
250-265-4911

KASLO & AREA
ACE Building Centre-Kaslo
Open 7:30-5 Mon-Sat, Open Sundays and most stat holidays 10-2
250-353-7628, kaslo.building@telus.net, www.kaslobuilding.com 

Angry Hen Brewing Company
Open for patio and inside seating with off-sales for beer to go, 7 days a week! 
Phone to pre-order or to arrange a ‘beer-it-forward’ delivery for a friend. 250-
353-7446, lounge@angryhenbrewing.com, Facebook, Instagram.
Cornucopia
Now open Mon-Sat, 9:30 - 5:30, closed Sunday
250-353-2594; cornkaslo@gmail.com; Facebook Cornucopiakaslo

JB’s Pub & Restaurant
Open Thurs-Sun, 3-9 pm. Hours will extend in the summer.
Takeout available 250-353-7716; 250-353-7717

Jones Boys Boats
We are open for business!
www.jonesboysboats.com
250.353.2550 info@jonesboysboats.com 
https://www.facebook.com/Jonesboysboats

Kaslo Kayaking & Adventure Centre
www.kasloadventurecentre.com
250-353-1925 Getting you outside for your mental health!

Kaslo Hotel
Open! Pub 11:30 am  Wed – Sun, Closed Mon & Tues. Wing Wednesday every 
week from 3 pm. Front desk 8 am – 11 am & 3 pm - 8 pm for check-in and reser-
vations. Strict sanitizing protocols in place. 250-353-7714; www.kaslohotel.com; 
Facebookkaslohotel.com; Facebook

Kaslo Husky
Open Mon-Fri, 5 am-8 pm; Sat 6 am-8 pm; Sun 7 am-8 pm
Physical distancing measures in effect. 250-353-2205

Kaslo Community Pharmacy
Open Monday-Friday 9:30 am-5:30 pm 
We look forward to serving you!
Welcome to shop by visiting during business hours or:
By phone: 250-353-2224, By fax: 250-353-2336, By email: kaslopharm@gmail.com
For prescription refills online visit: kaslopharmacy.myrefill.ca
403 Front Street, PO Box 550, Kaslo V0G 1M0
kaslopharm@gmail.com, phone 250-353-2224, fax 250-353-2336

Kaslo Mechanical
Open! Tuesday - Friday 9 am - 5 pm, Saturday 9 am - 1 pm
Closed long weekends.
6336 Hwy 31, Kaslo • 250-353-7409

Kul Nijjar, REALTOR(R) Fair Realty Ltd.
Open
kul@kulnijjar.ca, 250-505-4722

Sunnyside Naturals
Open Mon-Sat, 9 am-6 pm
Physical distancing measures in effect. Food takeout
Phone orders and delivery available. 250-353-9667

Woodbury Resort
Boat rentals, Camping, Fishing! Angler Incentive Program Depot
Ph: 250-353-7717; Fax 250-353-2004 woodbury@netidea.com

SLOCAN VALLEY
NEW DENVER
Glacier View Service
Open 7 days, 8 am - 6 pm
250-358-2445

New Denver Community Pharmacy
Open Mon-Fri, 10 am-5:30 pm
We look forward to serving you!
Welcome to shop by visiting during business hours or:
By phone: 250-358-2500, By fax: 250-358-2524, By email: kaslopharm@gmail.
com (please use reference “NDCP”)
309 6th Avenue, New Denver V0G 1S0

New Market Foods
Open every day, 8 am-6 pm

You are welcome to come and shop. Keep your distance as much as you can 
with others. We have hand sanitizer at the door as well as at the tills.
If you are self isolating or not wanting to come to the store, we can do your 
shopping for you and have it delivered to you or you can pick it up.
You can call the store at 250-358-2270 or email shop@newmarketfoods.ca to 
place your orders.

Raven’s Nest
Open Monday to Saturday, 10:30 am – 4:30 pm, and Sunday, 11 am – 3 pm. We have 
a fine selection of cool Summer ‘21 eco-fashions, our bookshelves and card racks are 
brimming, and as always we carry unique creations by artisans from BC to Japan. Thanks 
for shopping locally – we hope to see you soon! 250-358-2178; RavensNestBC@gmail.
com; RavensNestBC.com; and on Facebook.”

Wilds of Canada Cycle
Bicycle sales and service
Open Thurs-Fri, 10 am-5 pm
Drop-off service for bicycle repairs. Call for appointment: 250-358-7941 

Valley Voice
Open 1-833-501-1700; valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca, www.valleyvoice.ca

SILVERTON
Silverton Building Supplies
Open Monday-Saturday 8:00 am-5:00 pm
Hand sanitizer is provided. Please observe distancing.
We look forward to serving you!
250-358-2293

Silverton Camp Cafe
Under new ownership! Everything fresh baked daily.
Spring hours Wednesday-Saturday 9:30-2:30
Sunday 10-2
780-660-3784 

SLOCAN
Village of Slocan – Office, Library, Clinic, Fitness Centre
Village Office open – Masks Mandatory. Library open (Thursdays 1-5pm, 
Sundays 11am-3pm) - COVID protocols in place; masks mandatory; take out 
service available. Clinic open – Nurse Practitioner, Acupuncture - COVID 
protocols in place; masks mandatory. Fitness Centre temporarily closed.

Slocan Village Market
Open. Limiting number of customers in the store. Providing gloves and masks 
to shoppers. 
We are accepting orders by phone for pick-up for those who prefer not to 
enter the store. We are also offering delivery services on a weekly basis.
250-355-2211, svmkt@telus.net

WINLAW
Emery Herbals Botanical Dispensary, Healing Suites and 
Teaching Centre
The Botanical Dispensary is open Thursday -  Saturday 12-4. 
Order requests can be sent to orders@emeryherbals.com or phone 250-
226-7744. 
Visit our online shop:  https://emeryherbals.com/online-apothecary/
Colleen Emery, Cl.H, RHT (BCHA) is seeing clients onsite and online or via 
phone. New clients are welcome.
All classes and programs are hosted onsite and online.

Mama Sita’s
Open for dine-in, take-out, delivery & Outdoor seating. 8 am-8 pm.
Phone or come in. 250-226-7070.

It pays to advertise in the Valley Voice!!!
Call toll free 1-833-501-1700 for details

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

It’s not the fact that we hit an 
historic high temperature one day 
in June that has weather forecaster 
Jesse Ellis taking notice.

It’s that we broke about two 
dozen heat records in a single 
month.

“ A p a r t  f r o m  t h e 
climatologically significant new 
record-maximum temperature of 
43.9 degrees, a total of 13 new 
daily max mean temperatures were 
set this month, as were nine new 
daily max temperature records,” 
says Ellis, a fire forecaster with the 
Southeast Fire Centre in Castlegar. 

A record-high mean-monthly 
temperature was also set at 21.3°C 
this month, breaking the previous 

Record-smashing June temps likely an indicator of climate change
record of 20.3°C from 2015. 

Like most weather analysts, 
Ellis is loathe to equate daily 
weather with longer-term climate 
change. But he says the kinds of 
weather events we’re seeing are 
consistent with what is expected as 
global average temperatures rise.

“Could a period of hot, dry 
weather similar to this occur were 
it not for a large-scale warming 
trend? The answer is yes, because 
the physical processes that led 
to the upper ridge getting parked 
over us exists whether our average 
global temperature is ‘x’, or ‘x’ 
plus two degrees,” says Ellis. 
“So the physics behind the long-
wave features can sometimes get 
stalled over our region, resulting 
in a period of hot and dry weather. 

Yes, the upper ridge could have 
built, and yes, we could have 
seen really hot temperatures, but 
when the average temperatures 
are increasing, then the extremes 
are even more extreme when they 
occur.

“Were it not for the gradually-
increasing temperatures tied to 
climate change, then this most 
recent event would not have seen 
temperatures rise as high as they 
did,” he added. “I think that’s a 
fair thing to say, even though I’m 
not a climatologist trained in the 
subject.”

The month started off breaking 
a few daily maximum temperature 
records under a ridge of high 
pressure. Then from the 5th to 
the 15th, a series of mostly weak 

impulses of Pacific moisture 
rotating around an offshore trough 
delivered 28.6mm of rain, over half 
of which came on the 14th. 

But that didn’t amount to much 
in the end. The month’s total 
rainfall was 60% below normal, 
continuing the spell of drier than 
average conditions that began in 
February. 

The real heat, of course, came 
at the end of the month. By June 
20, an upper ridge began to rebuild 
over BC. By the 27th, the combined 
influences of an exceptionally 
strong ridge of high pressure, an 
associated hot and dry airmass, and 
the strong surface heating of late 
June led to a new record maximum 
temperature of 41.6°C.

Over the next few days, the 

ridge remained stalled over BC 
so this historically significant 
new record didn’t last long - it 
was beaten on the 28th with a 
temperature of 42.1°C, which was 
then beaten again on the 30th with a 
value of 43.9°C. 43.9°C is the new 
all-time maximum temperature for 
Castlegar, at the Southeast Fire 
Centre headquarters. 

“[A colleague] told me that he’s 
seen it happen several times where 
we’re watching the thermometer, 
and it just barely almost hits 
39.9°C, and it’s ‘well, better luck 
next year,’” says Ellis. “So the 
fact we exceeded it by almost four 
degrees is a really big deal.”

The weather is expected 
to continue hot and dry for the 
foreseeable future.
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Allen Marechal
1947-2021

With deep sadness we announce 
Allen [Alain] Maurice Marechal 
died June 2 ,2021 three days after his 
74th birthday at the home he built in 
Winlaw, B. C. He was surrounded 
by the love of the family he cared so 
deeply for; Colleen his wife and best 
friend of 55 years, his much-loved 
son Sean and his wife Michelle, his 
adored granddaughter Neeva and her 
mother Jeanie Dwyer.

Al was born at home in Verdun 
Quebec on May 30, 1947, to Gerard 

Marechal and Gertrude Gagnon. Left to mourn his passing is his brother 
Claude, his nephew Steve, his dear uncle Andre, and aunt Regine Marechal; 
and sisters–in–law Madonna Doyle, Sharron Mc Grath and brother– in–law 
Michael Doyle and his wife Sandra along with many nieces, nephews, 
grandnephews, grandnieces and cousins.

 Al was a devoted father, a proud grandfather, a caring brother, a kind 
supportive and generous brother-in-law, a loyal friend, a gentleman who 
truly practiced the Golden Rule, he was loved and respected by those who 
knew him. He made and maintained many friendships going back as far as 
High School and throughout his working career with CN Railway and VIA 
Rail. He worked hard but also lived life to the fullest. He enjoyed sailing, 
kayaking, skiing especially with Sean and Neeva at Whitewater, and Red 
Mountain in BC. Al retired in 2010 providing him the opportunity to indulge 
his other great love, motorcycling. It would seem the focus, dedication and 
controlled measures required to engineer a passenger and freight train were 
let loose and set free when he rode his motorcycle long and far across the 
county at sometimes breakneck speeds while in the company of his good 
friends. It should also be noted a local solo mission to pick up milk or bread 
could take several hours.

If so desired, contributions in memory of Al to Dementia Canada.ca 
would be gratefully accepted.

Al’s final care has been entrusted to Thomson Funeral Service. To 
leave a personal message of condolence please see their website: https://
www.thompsonfs.ca 

by Kathy Hartman
The Village of New Denver has a 

new chief administrative officer (CAO), 
Lisa Scott. 

“Lisa is a perfect fit as the new 
chief administrative officer, well suited 
to the corporate culture and community 
values,” said Acting CAO Darrell 
Garceau. “The Village is in very good 
hands and great things will continue to 
happen in the community.”

Before he left, Garceau wanted 
everyone to know how honoured he 
felt working with the staff in New 
Denver. “They are a remarkable group of 
dedicated, professional and outstanding 
individuals who are incredible assets to 
the community,” he said. 

Besides the CAO, there are seven 
other permanent staff at the Village 
office. Keith Macaulay has worked for 
the Village the longest, since 2014. When 
asked to describe his job, he answered, 
“You name it, from picking up garbage 
to burying bodies and everything in 
between.” If it is public land, Macaulay 
is responsible, from the water system, to 
ground, to irrigation, to parks. 

The newest staff member, Taylor 
Attwood, who came on board less 
than a year ago, works in accounting 
assisting Rebecca Sargent. Sargent is 
the accounting clerk, the second senior-
most member of staff. Between the two 
of them, they oversee all the revenue 
and expenses for the Village, including 
the Nikkei Centre, campground, taxes, 
utilities, grant projects, and more. Sargent 

New CAO joins “outstanding” staff at Village of New Denver
and Attwood both agree what they most 
love about this job is “helping people and 
organizing chaos.” 

Most people’s first contact with the 
Village is often through the soft dulcet 
Louisiana tones of Dianne Shepherd, the 
administrative assistant. She’ll be the first 
one to greet you at the front counter or 
on the phone, along with a wide variety 
of other ‘catch all’ tasks. Shepherd joined 
the staff two years ago after spending her 
formative years in Louisiana and Texas. 

Theresa Tremaine has been with 
the Village for about five years. In her 
current position as the community 
services coordinator, she manages the 
Nikkei Internment Memorial Centre and 
works with community organizations 
and volunteers who steward the Kohan 
Garden, Knox Hall, Bosun Hall, and 
Silvery Slocan Museum. She loves her 
job because, as she says, “There is always 
something interesting and different 
going on, whether it’s a new project, 
hiring summer students, or helping 
organizations with their facilities. There 
is never a dull moment!” 

Both Jessica Rayner, community 
planner, and Greg McTaggart, 
facilities supervisor, joined the 
Village staff a couple of years ago. 
McTaggart is originally a prairie boy 
from Saskatchewan with decades of 
commercial and residential construction 
experience, including his own business 
in Golden. His job is to supervise capital 
projects for Village-owned buildings. He 
loves the challenges the Village throws 

at him. Everything from “restoring a 
130-year-old building or starting a new 
build from a sketch on a piece of paper 
and making it real.” 

Rayner was thrilled when a planning 
position was advertised at the Village 
office. Her education and experience are 
in planning but she was not expecting the 
opportunity to be part of the municipality. 
“Working as community planner for the 
Village, I get to support and be involved 
professionally in the community I live 
in.” Rayner’s role is current and long-
range planning, reviewing and processing 
building permits, development permits, 
variances and helping coordinate projects 
like the Centennial Park Plan and Active 
Transportation Network Plan. 

Acting CAO Garceau had nothing 
but praise for this diverse cast of 
characters. “They are highly motivated, 
committed and inspired to provide a high 
level of service and assistance to council 
and the community. It is been a delight 
and pleasure to have worked with the 
staff and I have been very impressed by 
their professionalism.”

Diversity was one of the things that 
attracted the new CAO, Lisa Scott, to 
New Denver. “I saw the ad for New 
Denver and did some internet research 
to see what I could find out about the 
community, and one of the things 
that stood out was the description on 
the website that says ‘New Denver 
is home to approximately 500 local 
colourful characters’ and I loved how the 
community recognized, embraced and 

celebrated the diversity of its residents.” 
Scott has 22 years of municipal 

experience under her belt in communities 
from 600 to 1600 people. She grew up 
in a farming community in Manitoba, 
population 100. “I understand the 
dynamic of smaller communities and 
how everyone knows everyone or is 
related to everyone,” writes Scott in 
an email interview. “I understand how 
important the volunteer base is and 
how people are required to sometimes 
wear multiple hats – for example, 
the landfill attendant might also be a 
volunteer paramedic and the president 
of the Lions Club and the coach of my 

children’s hockey team. I understand 
how communities lean on and support 
each other and care for each other like 
they are family.” 

The Scott family spent the last few 
summers travelling through the area and 
had fallen in love with its beauty. They 
talked about how wonderful it would be 
to live here. Scott jumped at the chance 
when the CAO position was advertised 
in January. She and her partner arrived at 
the end of June and were lucky enough 
to find a rental house in the area. They 
have five kids, one still left at home, 
Brody, who will be attending grade 10 
at Lucerne School in September. 

New Denver Village staff: Jessica Rayner, Dianne Shepherd, Rebecca Sargent, Lisa Scott, Taylor Attwood, Theresa Tremaine. MIA: The guys 
(Keith Macaulay and Greg McTaggart).
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submitted
Transmitting from the Slocan 

Valley, ‘The Shed’ features a one-night 
online extravaganza of live music and 
poetry fandangadoccio. Marking the 
(perhaps) end of COVID-19 as we know 
it, ‘The Shed’ takes flight July 30 at 7 pm 
at with the indomitable Carolyn Mark, 
OK Vancouver OK (Winlaw), Land 
Band (Vallican), Ali Riley (Nanton, 

Tune into ‘The Shed’ for online music and poetry night
Alberta), and host Larry Woodenarms. 
Special secret guest from the Castlegar 
Ghetto.

Headliner Carolyn Mark is Canada’s 
preeminent alternative country singer-
songwriter superstar. She has recorded 
as a solo artist and as a member of the 
duo The Corn Sisters with American 
colleague Neko Case, as well as with the 
bands the Vinaigrettes, Jr. Gone Wild, 

Showbusiness Giants, the Fixin’s and 
the Metronome Cowboys.

In 2009, Carolyn released a 
collaboration with NQ Arbuckle: Let’s 
Just Stay Here. The album was received 
with some of her highest acclaim yet, 
garnering a Juno nomination for Roots 
& Traditional Album of The Year and 
landing in the top 10 on PopMatters’ 
Best Country Music of 2009 list. 
Carolyn’s eighth solo release for Mint 
Records, the cleverly titled The Queen 
of Vancouver Island, arrived in fall 
2012 and showcased her confident and 
collaborative, yet never too haughty, 
approach to songwriting.

Ok Vancouver Ok is a three-
piece do-it-together lo-fi no-wave 
experimental pop band, who released 
their latest album ‘Never Perfect’ 
in April of 2021. This hardworking 
Canadian indie rock band formed in 

Vancouver in 2004 and has had a strong 
and steady career of international tours 
and full-length releases ever since. 
Integrating elements of punk, lo-fi, funk, 
pop, post punk, folk rock, and avant-
garde ideas, Ok Vancouver Ok is sure 
to keep audiences engaged and excited. 
The current lineup comprised of Jeff 
Johnson (lead vocals, guitar, keyboards), 
KMVP (bass, vocals) and Laura House 
(drums) has been building a reputation 
as poetic, thought-provoking and 
forthright, with captivating live shows. 

Astonishing poet of young 
womanhood and wild feminist angst, Ali 
Riley is sure to captivate the audience. 
Riley’s poems have appeared in Geist, 
The nth Position Anthology, Matrix, This 
Magazine, Event and the Moosehead 
Review. Her collection Tear Down was 
short-listed for the Re-Lit awards, and 
her first book, Wayward, was short-listed 

for the Gerald Lampert Award. Her 
novel-in-progress, Hag, was written on 
a reality show and took first prize in the 
Walrus magazine/SLS Fiction Contest.

South Valley Rockslide legends, the 
Land Band (Eddie Chavez, Willy Crow) 
return to the stage for their ten-year 
reunion at The Shed. Land Band bring 
Slocan swamp bottom acid prog for 
one (more) night only. Land Band will 
puncture the evening as emcee Larry 
Woodenarms (Clay McCann) negotiates 
the evening with wit, charm, and a splash 
of embalming fluid!

Everyone welcome to attend. 
Admission is free. Register by visiting 
The Shed’s EventBrite page or 
contacting bwgreview@gmail.com.

‘The Shed’ is generously supported 
by Slocan Valley Community Arts 
Council and the Vancouver Foundation’s 
Neighbourhood Small Grant initiative.

submitted
Studio Connexion welcomes 

Maureen Howard back to the gallery 
with ‘Lost and Found,’ running July 13-
31. Maureen now lives in Salmon Arm, 
where she has a studio in the Sunnybrae 
sector. She lived in Nakusp for a few 
years, and then went back to university 
to complete her Masters in Psychology. 
After her practice, she decided to paint 
more seriously. She learned from her 
grandmother, and her mother and artist, 
Lois McLean. She has done various 
workshops with David Langevin, Mike 
Svob and others.

‘Lost and Found’ is a series of 
abstract landscapes, about experiences 
and influences brought to Maureen’s 
art. Four of the paintings were done in 
collaboration with her good friend and 
artist, Mary Cole from Calgary. Maureen 
loves working with oil and cold wax as 

Next up at Studio Connexion: Maureen Howard
well as with acrylic. The artist will be 
in attendance on Friday, July 16 from 
5 to 7 pm for a reception. Everyone is 
welcome.

Studio Connexion Art Gallery is 
located at 203 Fifth Avenue NW in the 
heart of Nakusp. Gallery hours are 11 

am to 4 pm, Tuesday to Saturday. Other 
times can be arranged by contacting the 
gallerist, Anne Béliveau – call or text 
250-265-8888. The gallery is an official 
venue of the Columbia Basin Culture 
Tour. Follow daily posts: www.facebook.
com/studioconnexiongallery

Maureen Howard’s ‘On the Way to Kaslo.’
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SEX AND THE SINGLE FERN
Western polypody are small ferns with long, 
creeping, scaly rhizomes (underground 
stems) with leaves scattered along the 
above-ground stems, and round sori (spore-
producing receptacles under the fronds) 
midway between the midvein and leaf 
margins. Spores germinate and grow into a 
prothallus, which produces sperm and egg 
cells that unite to form a new fern.

COMMUNITY

Welcome to our 13th gallery season

Gallery Open ONLY by Appointment: Tues. - Sat. 11 am to 4 pm 250-265-8888
203 Fifth Avenue NW Nakusp

July 13-31: 	 Maureen Howard
Aug. 4-21: 	 Denyse Marshall
Aug. 25-Sept. 11: 	 Perry Haddock
Sept.14-Oct. 2: 	 Brigitte Desbois

Come check out our newly renovated 
store re-open back on Hall Street!

411 Hall • Nelson, BC • 250-352-6261 
vincedevito.ca

by Jan McMurray
The strips of colourful cotton 

hanging on the fence by the New 
Denver Friday Market is a community 
art project in progress – a project that 
provides an opportunity to reflect on the 
last year-and-a-half.

“What have you lost? What have 
you gained?” asked Petra Hekkenberg, 
who is managing the project along with 
Margot Baker. “Write down or draw 
your experience – what has changed for 
you, what you felt.”

Petra was talking to someone who 
dropped by the project table, set up at the 
New Denver recycling depot on July 10.

The table is decked out with cotton 
ribbons and felt markers of many 
colours. Participants simply choose their 
ribbon, and draw or write something 
about their pandemic experience. The 
ribbons will flutter on the fence like 
prayer flags until mid-August, and 
then Margot will piece them together 
in a quilt.

The idea for the art project started 
with Therese DesCamp, who was also at 
the table on July 10. “I was going to host 
a Wide Spot community conversation 
about this, but then I realized a lot of 
us are sick of talking,” she said, “so I 

Petra Hekkenberg and Therese DesCamp were inviting people to participate in the ‘Let it Flutter’ art project at the 
New Denver recycling depot on Saturday. Watch for the project table at other venues over the next few weeks.

‘Let it Flutter’ art project documents pandemic experiences in New Denver-Silverton
thought of an art project instead.”

DesCamp approached the Slocan 
Lake Arts Council, and Petra and Margot 

stepped up to carry the project through.
“Our experiences during the 

pandemic have been really different, 

so we asked Kathy at Sew Much 
More to get us lots of different colours 
of material,” explained DesCamp. 
“The cotton flags are torn, not cut, 
because we’re all pretty afraid about 
this experience. They are all hanging on 
the fence together – not all agreeing, but 
together, like the community.”

DesCamp says the quilt will be a 
symbol of how we’re going to be in 
relationship with one another after this 
experience. “We’re kind of stuck with 

each other here, so we have to figure 
out how to move forward even when 
we don’t agree about stuff.”

“The quilt will be documentation 
of this important time in history,” added 
Petra.

See the ad on this page for upcoming 
locations and times for the ‘Let it 
Flutter’ project table. If you can’t make 
it but would like to participate, email 
letitflutter@gmail.com or call 236-
979-1560.

Clarence denBok and Colin Ferguson were 
sworn in to office at a special meeting of 
Silverton council on July 7. Mayor Colin 

Ferguson and Councillor Clarence denBok 
are now officially members of council, 

after having been elected in the June 19 
byelection.
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The walls of New Denver’s 

Hidden Garden Gallery (HGG) are 
reverberating with the creativity of 
local artists. Destanne Norris’ show, 
Dream Time wraps up on Sunday, July 
18. Her exhibition is a combination of 
acrylic paintings and painted wooden 
cut outs. Destanne shares that the 
show’s acrylic paintings are landscapes, 
dreamscapes derived from imagination, 
memory and intuition. Can you relate?

From July 20 to 25, visitors will 
soak up the exhibit of local icon 
Tsuneko Kokubo, fondly known as 
Koko. Her show, titled Seeing the 
Forest for the Trees is a collection of 
oils on canvas. As the title suggests, 

Hidden Garden Gallery hosts diverse exhibits
the show is all about trees, featuring 
over 130 small paintings and several 
larger canvases. For more than a year, 
Koko recorded the everyday lives of 
trees, trying to capture the moment of 
their moods and feelings, which change 
according to the atmospheric conditions 
of the day and the season. Sometimes 
they are dancing or singing. At other 
times, they are relaxing or sleeping, 
conserving their energy, ready for the 
future…

Born in Steveston, BC in 1937, 
Koko was raised in Japan. Returning 
to Canada in her late teens, she studied 
Fine Arts at Vancouver School of Art 
(now Emily Carr University). She 
has worked extensively in theatre as 

a performer and costume designer 
and continues to do so. In 1990, Koko 
returned to being a full-time painter, 
working mainly in oils and acrylics. 
She’s had numerous exhibitions and 
her paintings are in private collections 
in Canada, Europe, Japan, Mexico 
and USA.

Erica Konrad’s exhibit, Everything 
Became Beautiful runs July 27- Aug 1. 
A Nelson resident, Erica is mostly self-
taught. She draws and paints in mixed 
media, acrylic and encaustic (beeswax 
and damar resin). She maintains an 
active studio presence, creating artwork 
for public and private collections. 
Erica says her current body of work is 
inspired by a period of intense trauma 
to her body and emotional mindset 
through a journey of cancer and healing. 
She explores the connections between 
art and science. She hopes to engage 
the viewer in visual conversation 
about colour, structured chaos and 
mark making. Her aim is to inspire 
viewers with the beauty and fragility of 
her work, highlighting how we are all 
interconnected. From personal angst to 
collective healing, Everything Became 
Beautiful is Erica’s love letter to her 
cells and the planet.

Visit the Hidden Garden Galley at 
112 Slocan Avenue, New Denver. Look 
for the big white barn across from the 
Village office. Gallery hours are 10am-
3pm, Tuesdays-Sundays. All welcome! 

submitted
Forest fires have become a part of 

summer life in the Slocan Valley. The 
Talbot Creek fire captured the attention 
of many families last summer, and fire 
season started early this year with some 
dramatic lightning storms and spot fires 
along valley ridges. Building wildfire 

Wildfire Community Preparedness Day at the Vallican Whole
resiliency and protection should be a 
priority for anyone living in the Slocan 
Valley.

On Saturday,  July 24,  the 
Vallican Whole is hosting a Wildfire 
Preparedness Day, sponsored by 
FireSmart Canada. Garrett Fishlock and 
Bree Lillies, local wildfire mitigation 

specialists with the Regional District 
of Central Kootenay, will be hosting 
workshops for residents about how 
to protect your properties from fire, 
and create a more wildfire resilient 
community. Residents can book home 
consultations with wildfire mitigation 
specialists, and apply for a subsidy 
program that can reimburse them for up 
to $500 in costs associated with making 
your home firesmart.

Rural Alternatives Research and 
Training Society (RARTS) members 
and friends will be working with Garrett 
and Bree to carry out an example of a 
home assessment to reduce fire risk 
around the Vallican Whole Community 
Centre. We will also be doing some 

firesmart labour around the Whole, and 
welcome volunteers to help with some 
of that work.

To top it all off, the Passmore Fire 
Hall Association, along with their fire 
trucks and hoses, will be in attendance, 
demonstrating some firefighting skills 
and sharing information about a new 
project with the community. The 
Passmore Fire Hall has been working 
with RARTS to create the Slocan Valley 
Smoke Training Centre, a training 
centre on RARTS property that allows 
regional firefighters to train on how to 
conduct rescues in smoky conditions, 
with no live fire. (They have a smoke 
machine!)

There will be some refreshments 

available, and a play area for kids. 
All are welcome to come, learn 
something, lend a hand, and connect 
with community in an effort to become 
a FireSmart Neighbourhood.

The event runs from 9:30 am to 2 
pm on Saturday, July 24 at the Vallican 
Whole Community Centre, 3762 Little 
Slocan South Road.

Come armed with a shovel (snow 
or garden), rake and gloves, as early as 
9:30 am around an outdoor coffee/light 
refreshment bar. For more info, call 
Dale/Marcia at 250-226-7624, Marya 
at 250-226-7311 or Nancie at 250- 226-
7923. For advance conversation with 
wildfire specialists, call Bree 250-352-
1539 or Garrett 250- 572-5593.

Slocan Valley artist and Rail Trail volunteer, Margie Bromley, has done beautiful paintings inside the Storbo and Lemon Creek outhouses along 
the trail, transforming them from outhouses to arthouses.
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Wednesday – Saturday
10 am – 6 pm

313 Hwy 23, Nakusp 
250-265-7258

The Hungry Barber

NAKUSP & THE ARROW LAKES

WEEKLY SPONSOR:

Nakusp
(250) 265-3635 www.selkirkrealty.com

PALS KITTENS 
COMING SOON!

PALS will soon have kittens ready to be ad-
opted into your home. We have our beautiful, 
petite “Topaz”, and her two adorable kittens, 
“Emerald” and “Jade”, coming soon. Very 
cute, curious, energetic, ready to make you 
smile!! If you are interested, please call PALS 
at 250-265-3792.

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

Nakusp councillors had their first 
face-to-face meeting in months, and 
despite some audio problems, the public 
was able to join in remotely. 
Havin’ a heat wave

The record-breaking heat prompted 
Councillor Susan DeSandoli to ask if 
the Village should be providing some 
sort of emergency cooling shelter for 
the community.

While everyone sympathized with 
the idea, careful second thought raised 
concerns about opening the arena or 
taking other steps to help locals beat 
the heat.

Interim CAO Linda Tynan said the 
Village was in contact with emergency 
officials about this.

“It’s not necessarily recommended 
in rural situations where there are natural 
bodies of water and trees and shade,” she 
said of the cooling centre idea. “If we do 
mobilize the arena, it’s difficult to do it 
halfway. We have to have it staffed; it’s 
liability issues.”

“We should just follow the 
recommendations of the RDCK 
emergency operations centre,” agreed 
Fire Chief Terry Warren.

In the end, staff suggested they’ll 
look into the issue informally to see if 
anything could be done that would not 
cost money or affect the Village’s liability 
– like continuing to distribute ‘keeping 
cool’ information online, and having 
the fire department set up sprinklers or 
a cooling tent.

Nakusp council, June 28: Hot enough for you?
“Until it becomes a major emergency, 

we’ll be doing it out of our own pocket,” 
Warren noted.

The mayor also had news about the 
heatwave, announcing that the Canada 
Day parade had been cancelled because 
of the heat.
Fast cash for projects

A new federal fund to help finance 
community infrastructure programs has 
been set up, and the Village is going to 
try to take advantage of it to begin phase 
three of the downtown revitalization 
project.

Council passed a motion to apply for 
the Canada Community Revitalization 
program. By ponying up $250,000, 
the Village can access three times that 
amount – giving them up to $1 million 
to work with.

“Based on the criteria and projects 
that will be prioritized, Phase 3 of the 
downtown revitalization fits perfectly 
into this funding stream,” staff reported. 
“We could also add additional smaller 
related projects into the overall scope, i.e. 
downtown signage or improved access 
to the waterfront.”

Phase three includes improvements 
to two blocks on Broadway, from 2nd 
Avenue to Nelson Avenue.

The Village’s share of the money 
for the project would come from its 
Community Works Fund reserve.

But there’s a catch, as usual, with 
federal funds. The Village only has three 
weeks to get their application in. That 
means only ‘shovel-ready’ plans would 
be considered.

Councillor Joseph Hughes said he 
was a little frustrated that the only project 
the Village has ready to go is the last 
phase of the revitalization project.

“In all my years, I’ve never heard 
someone ask for more investment in 
downtown mainstreet,” he said. “It’s 
frustrating we are locked down on 
this. I would love to see more access 
to the waterfront, or address mobility 
problems – that’s an actual request from 
our citizens. I don’t like that phase three 
is a priority.”

But without other projects ready, 
council voted to apply for funds for the 
project.

Community groups can also apply 
for this funding, and Tynan recommends 
that nonprofits look into it. The deadline 
is July 23.
Council cool on urgent land 
swap

They didn’t say ‘no’, but council is 
going to have a careful think before they 
decide to grant an easement on a piece of 
its property in Brouse.

Eric Telford put an offer in on an 
old historic property in the Brouse Loop 
area, but the only access is through a 
decades-old informal driveway that 
cuts across Village land. He asked for a 
quick decision from council to grant him 
a legal 150-metre easement through the 
Village’s 39-acre property, so he could 
finalize the deal.

While staff recognized Telford’s 
urgent need, they said they were not in a 
position to move quickly on this.

“Staff resources are currently very 

limited due to an increased number of 
development related applications within 
Village boundaries,” a report to council 
stated. “…Staff is looking for direction 
from council on whether they wish staff 
to allocate time – on a priority basis – to 
this request or whether it is an item that 
will be reviewed when time allows.”

It was a big job, they noted, having 
to determine the value of the easement 
land, the impact an easement would 
have on the remaining Village land, and 
determining costs, liabilities, etc.

Council approved staff continuing 
to discuss the issue with Telford as time 
and staffing allow, with him bearing the 
cost of any review.
Down with hate

A federal MP’s request for support 
for a private member’s bill banning hate 
symbols got a ready endorsement from 
council.

“My Bill C-313 would prevent 
anyone from selling and displaying 
symbols that promote hatred and 
violence against identifiable groups,” BC 
MP Peter Julian wrote. He said banning 
symbols of hatred like swastikas or Ku 
Klux Klan insignia “is important for all 
Canadians to feel safe.”

Councillor Ken Miller said he 
strongly endorsed the proposal, and 
council passed a motion directing staff to 
send a letter of support to the MP.
Black water blues

As summer gears up, the inadequacy 
of sanitary dumping facilities in the 
village is becoming more apparent. 
Visitors and locals travelling in RVs 

are finding themselves lined up for 
long periods to dump their tanks at the 
municipal sani-dump at the campground.

That is, if they can fit their big rigs 
into the tight space – something some 
RVs can’t do, prompting their operators 
to sometimes dump their waste on the 
roadside.

That had Mayor Tom Zeleznik 
calling for a study into what can be done 
to improve the sani-dump situation. 

Staff said they certainly understood 
the need for an improved facility, but 
they are up to their necks in development 
projects and other matters. 

“If council determines that this is 
an item which should be prioritized, it 
is important that a fulsome feasibility 
report be provided,” they cautioned. 
“The impact of sani-dumps on sewer 
infrastructure must be considered in any 
decision rendered by council and the 
cost associated with this impact must be 
weighed along with the benefit provided 
to the users.”

In the end, council agreed to add a 
study of the feasibility of the project to 
the 2022 priority list.

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

Art lovers in Nakusp are going to 
get a sneak peek next weekend at the 
community’s latest art centre—while 
supporting the project to make it a 
reality.

The Arrow Lakes Fine Arts Guild 
is hosting an Art Bazaar fundraiser on 
August 1 on the site of its new art centre, 
the old Forestry building on First Street 
and Fifth Avenue NW.

“It’s been a long process,” said 
Karen Coon. “We’ve been doing various 
fundraisers as we could over the last year 
and a half, and applying for all kinds of 
grants.”

The ALFA Guild has been working 
to secure the building for use as an arts 
centre for two years. An old storage and 
muster facility for the provincial Forestry 
branch, the 75-year-old building has sat 

ALFA secures old Forestry building for new Nakusp community gallery
unused in the community since the 
1980s. 

Then just recently, the 14-member 
ALFA Guild secured a deal they couldn’t 
refuse.

“We got a very generous offer from 
the Province,” says Coon. “We have a 
10-year lease, with two five-year options 
after that. So a total of 20 years if we 
went for the whole term.”

“Once we walked into the building, 
we knew it was the space we wanted to 
be in. It’s perfect for our needs with only 
having to do superficial work. There’s 
virtually no demolition, no cleanup. It’s 
in immaculate shape. There’s no mould, 
no concrete falling down. The structure 
is sound and overbuilt; the electrical is 
overbuilt…

“It’s a dream building and from the 
aesthetics, it’s amazing.” 

But it won’t be easy getting 

the building ready for public use. It 
needs to meet modern fire, safety and 
accessibility standards. It also needs a 
new roof, new flooring, new windows, 
a paint job outside, new washrooms on 
both floors, insulation, and drywall. It 
needs to be re-wired and re-plumbed 
for gallery use. It will need new a new 
kitchen/staff space, gallery lighting, and 
hanging systems as well. 

Despite the work needed, the guild 
members are thrilled with the space, says 
ALFA President Donna Mair.

“The bones of the building are 
incredible. The main room has 16-foot 
ceilings, beautiful big open space, 
perfect for a gallery,” she says. “There’s 
no other space that’s as wonderful in 
town. The location, it’s an incredible deal 
we just couldn’t turn down.”

Doing all those upgrades is going 
to cost, however. The guild has raised 
a small fraction of the $150,000 they 
figure they’ll need to open the gallery. 
The executive has been busy writing 
grant proposals and doing fundraisers.

The artists’ group takes possession 
of the building August 1. That’s why 
the Art Bazaar on that day is important. 
Local artists are being asked to donate 
part or the whole of a work of art to the 
event, to help raise money for the renos. 
There’ll also be hot dogs and snacks for 
people to buy.

The event will also give the public 
a chance to at least peek at the interior 
space – though you can’t go inside 
just yet.

“We don’t have an occupancy 
permit to allow the public actually in the 
building even to look around,” says Mair. 
“But we’ll have the big double-doors 
open so people can see inside. And we’ll 
be posting a video of the inside on social 
media. Because people are curious.”

Anyone interested in donating to the 
cause can contact the ALFA Guild at 250-
863-7633, and have their donation in by 
July 18. The group is seeking affordable 
works of pastel, oil, acrylic, watercolour, 
or fibre art, pottery, glass blowing, and 
other craft works.

The Arrow Lakes Fine Arts Guild is hosting an Art Bazaar fundraiser on August 1 on the site of 
its new art centre, the old Forestry building on First Street and Fifth Avenue NW.
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KASLO & DISTRICT

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

Educators in Kaslo are removing 
hundreds of books from the library 
shelves at JV Humphries School in 
an effort to attract young people back 
to the space.

JVH has embarked on a program 
to refresh the library to meet the 
needs of the latest generation of 
learners.

“We have this extraordinary 
space, but it’s gotten a bit stale,” says 
JVH Principal Victoria McAllister of 
the school library, which features tall 
ceilings and great natural lighting. 
“But kids have been voting with their 
seats. Young kids still come to read, 
but older kids don’t. So we are totally 
updating our collection.”

With a $3,000 grant from 
the Regional District of Central 
Kootenay, along with various pots 
of money from fundraising over the 
years, McAllister says work will 
begin this summer to re-invigorate 
the library.

“We have taken a hard look at 
what books have been taken out in 
the last five years, and we have culled 
hundreds of books,” she says.

The plan is to add new books 
to the collection, create more small 
learning spaces, a larger computer 
lab, sitting areas, a reading area, and 
hang “tons of art,” she says.
Combining activities

The overall goal will see the 

Renos to entice new generation of students to Kaslo school library 
library, the computer room, and 
the shop class share a connected 
facility, allowing students to move 
seamlessly from various activities.

“In our school we have an 
incredible shop, with everything 
you could want in a shop – welding, 
woodwork, mechanics – i t’s 
incredibly well-resourced,” she says. 

So now the school is working 
with the district on getting higher-
power computers that can work with 
the school’s 3D printers and laser 
cutters in the shop.

“We’re trying to create a flow-
through from our library, our maker-
space computer lab and our shop, 
for our kids, so they are no longer 
distinct, separate spaces.”
Bye-bye Katniss?

But to do all those renovations, 
they need to re-arrange the library 
space – and that meant making room. 
So hundreds of titles have been 

removed from the shelves – mostly 
out-of-date non-fiction reference 
books, and out-of-fashion young 
adult novels. 

“We’re getting rid of a lot of 
those books from my childhood, that 
are just old stories,” she says. “But 
we’re keeping the classics. That’s 
really important still. We have a 
teacher that teaches The Illiad. So 
we’ll hold onto those.

“But honestly, some of our 
literature was also dated, it was not 
diverse.”

McAllister says the library will 
still be a place for children to discover 
new worlds through reading.

“We’ll still have thousands of 
books in our library. We are probably 
getting rid of about 1,500 books.

“It will be much more inviting 
to students to come and do their 
research, and work in smaller pods 
on their inquiry projects,” she says.

With a busy Strong Start program 
for preschoolers, K-12 students, 
homeschoolers, and emerging 
literacy learners, the school is 
working to make the library a useful 
resource for a wide section of the 
community, and staff as well.

“When we are redesigning the 
library, we are really thinking of our 
really young kids, our homeschool 
community, and we do lots of 
partnerships with the town library 
as well,” she says.
Changing tastes

Many of the stale books will 
be replaced with what kids are 
attracted to these days – graphic 
novels, Indigenous literature, and 
books that touch on social justice and 
environmental issues.

“These are emerging in our 
secondary school as something our 
kids are very passionate about,” says 
McAllister.

And she has no problem 
defending a larger graphic novel 
collection. 

“There used to be a bit of 
snobbery about what used to be in a 
library collection, so we didn’t have 
comics,” she says. “What we are 
trying to do is make our selection 
more democratic, and appeal to 
all kinds of kids. So we have so 
many graphic novels – that’s such 
a big hook for them. The work 
around images and text together 
is provocative. You can tell such 
amazing, deeper stories for those 
emerging readers.”

The no-longer-needed library 
books are now being offered for free 
or for sale around town, in shops, 
restaurants, and public spaces. 

The overall renovation will take 
about 18 months to complete, though 
there’s still more fundraising to do to 
complete the project.

by Jan McMurray
Kaslo is taking a local approach 

to community wildfire risk reduction.
“One thing we hope to do is 

coordinate all the different players 
in the community that have a role in 
community wildfire risk reduction 
– the community forest, the Village, 
the fire department, and residents – 
so residents can understand that it’s 
being taken care of in collaboration, 
with everyone working shoulder to 
shoulder,” said John Cathro, who 
is facilitating Kaslo’s community 
wildfire risk reduction program.

“We want to make sure the 
public understands that yes, it’s the 
Village but more importantly the 
fire department that’s leading this,” 
Cathro continued. “Their members 
are trained and engaged with the 
other players. This is about building 
relationships. What better way than 
through the fire department?”

Cathro says they’ve raised 
money so fire department members 
can go door to door. “So people can 
start putting a local face to the idea of 
community wildfire risk reduction. 
It’s not some provincial thing that 
may or may not work out – it’s local.”

Kevin  Smith  of  the  f i re 
department reports that he and his 
team have knocked on almost 200 
doors so far to tell people about 
the various wildfire risk reduction 
programs and projects happening in 
Kaslo and area. 

“We’ve signed up 75 people 
for the RDCK’s Home Partners 
Program,” he says. This is where 
homeowners  can get  a  f ree 
assessment of their properties and 
learn what they can do to protect 
their home from wildfire. They can 
also access a $500 rebate if they do 
at least $1,000 worth of mitigation 
work as recommended in their 
assessment report.

Kevin and his team have also 
identified eight neighbourhoods in 
Kaslo that are keen to gain FireSmart 
Canada Neighbourhood Recognition. 
To gain this recognition, people 
in these neighbourhoods will get 
together for a work party to clear away 
ground fuels, rent a chipper or have 

Bringing the community together to reduce wildfire risk in Kaslo
Kevin come and give a talk. There 
is a small grant available through 
the RDCK for these neighbourhood 
events. The first event, open to 
everyone, has been scheduled for July 
31 from 8 am to noon on Bob and 
Pat Desmeules’ property adjacent to 
the Legion. There will be FireSmart 
education and some work to reduce 
the fuel load on their land above the 
old rail grade.

Kevin and his team have also done 
FireSmart assessments on critical 
infrastructure in the village, such as 

the water system, communication 
towers, emergency services building, 
the school, the arena, and the heritage 
assets – the Moyie, the Langham, 
City Hall, the churches. Cathro 
says the Province is expanding the 
scope of its wildfire risk reduction 
funding program, and there may be 
an upcoming opportunity to get funds 
for mitigation work on these critical 
properties.

Fuel treatment logging work 
is also scheduled in the fall on 
Village land, along some of the trails 

stewarded by the Kaslo Mountain 
Bike Club, and in the Kaslo and 
District Community Forest’s chart 
area, Cathro reports. “Kevin has 
been doing some door-to-door talking 
about that, and we’ll engage with the 
public as we move into the summer 
and fall,” he said.

Cathro said funding for the 
various pieces of Kaslo’s program 
has come from the provincial 
Community Resilience Investment 
program and the Columbia Basin 
Trust.

submitted
The Lardeau Valley Historical 

Society is pleased to receive a large 
donation in honour of the late Murray 
Pearson who died last year in a tragic 
backcountry accident. Following 
discussions with the museum board, 
Murray’s siblings, Nona Flemming 
and Jim Pearson, are directing this 
substantial contribution as seed 
money toward creating an outdoor 
pavilion interpreting the history of 
fishing and fisheries management 
in the upper Kootenay Lake region. 

“Indigenous peoples depended 
on local fish since time immemorial, 
and then European settlers arrived 
and gradually turned fishing into a 
tourist resource,” says Peter Jonker, 
LVHS president. “This museum 
project aims to interpret and raise 
public awareness of that history.”

The project will bring focus 
to six themes: (1) Significance of 
fishing to pre-contact Indigenous 
peoples; (2) Significance of fishing 
to pioneers and settlers; (3) The 
variety of local fish species, their 
ecology, and historical population 
trends; (4) Increasing involvement of 
Federal & Provincial Governments 
and scientists via egg collection and 
hatcheries; (5) Impacts of Duncan 
Dam on fish and fisheries; and (6) 
History and success of Meadow 
Creek Spawning Channel. Multiple 
agencies are expected to provide 
various levels of support and input, 
and local volunteers are stepping up 
to help with the required research. 
Total project hard costs are expected 

Murray Pearson’s siblings donate $20K to Lardeau Valley Museum
to be in the $40,000-$50,000 range.

“Our family is honoured to have 
a small part in this fisheries history 
project,” states Jim Pearson. “It will 
not only summarize events and a 
description of resources in the area 
but will also be a legacy for Murray, 
who was involved with the spawning 
channel for over 30 years. We heard 
many appreciative comments about 
Murray’s dedication and hard work at 
the channel and also his character and 

involvement in the community. We 
know he enjoyed his lifestyle with all 
his friends and would not change it 
for anything. It meant so much to us 
to meet many of his co-workers and 
friends at the channel gathering on 
September 27 last year.”

History is a community activity, 
and LVHS welcomes all community 
members to help gather information, 
stories, photos and artefacts that 
relate to the topic.

The Kaslo Public Library hosted the Travelling Tree (L’arbre ambulant) from June 28 to July 8. The tree will 
now travel to the libraries in Revelstoke, Rossland and Castlegar. This is a project of the Association des 

francophones des Kootenays Ouest (AFKO), who asked adults and students of French schools and French 
immersion programs in the region, “What object represents your francophonie?” The answers are engraved 

on the leaves of the Travelling Tree, both in French and English. The tree was designed by Slocan Valley 
artist Jeremie Gurvan and made by a team at the Selkirk Technology Access Centre in Trail.
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VILLAGE OF 
NEW DENVER
PUBLIC NOTICES

Sprinkling Restrictions – Level 2
·	 No sprinkling between 10:00 AM and 6:00 PM

·	 Odd-numbered properties sprinkle only on odd-
numbered days of the month

·	 Even-numbered properties sprinkle only on even-
numbered days of the month

Campfire Ban
Effective at noon (Pacific time) on Wednesday, June 30, 2021, 
campfires, Category 2 and Category 3 open fires will be pro-
hibited throughout the province of British Columbia.

This prohibition will remain in effect until noon on Oct. 15, 2021, 
or until the order is rescinded.

2020 Annual Report
Residents of the Village of New Denver are requested to take 
notice that pursuant to Section 98 of the Community Charter, the 
Village of New Denver’s 2020 Annual Report is now available 
for public inspection at the Village of New Denver Municipal 
Office, 115 Slocan Avenue, New Denver, B.C. on weekdays 
(except statutory holidays).  

115 Slocan Avenue · P.O. Box 40, New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
(250) 358-2316 · office@newdenver.ca · www.newdenver.ca

the fire and replacements have been 
difficult to obtain.

Service  in ter rupt ions  may 
include depot closures or a limited 
range of acceptable materials. The 
RDCK is working closely with GFL 
Environmental to service the depots 
and return to full capacity as soon as 
possible. Residents are asked to take 
their recyclables home and not leave 
them behind when the facility is closed.

Check www.rdck.ca for updates on 
site specific disruptions.

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

The Village of Nakusp’s top 
bureaucrat says council has to up its 
game when considering development 
proposals, after a new housing project in 
Nakusp’s downtown core was approved 
in March without proper review.

Interim Chief Administrative Officer 
Linda Tynan made the comments in 
a report to council about the housing 
project being developed at 88 Nelson 
Avenue. 

“This particular development… 
it came clear pretty soon there was a 
number of pieces, and there was a step 
that had been missed in looking at the 
comprehensive picture, which is a typical 
thing to do,” said Tynan. 

“It is recommended for future 
developments that a comprehensive 
approach is taken at the onset of planning 
for a development of this size so that 
all of the variables can be discussed as 
a package. This approach makes the 
process more transparent for the Village, 
property owners and the Developer,” her 
report concludes.
Mis-steps in process

The problem came to light with 
a review of the building plans of the 
Nelson Avenue housing development. 
The builder, James Zeleznik, applied 
last year for permission to rezone five 
lots to build a mixed commercial and 
residential building.

The developer is Mayor Tom 
Zeleznik’s brother. The mayor excused 
himself from the discussion and took 
no part in the debate or vote approving 
the rezoning, the development permit 
(granted in April), or in the discussion 
of the report. 

Typically, council wouldn’t give a 
developer a development permit without 
a comprehensive review of the plans 

Quick development approval came with problems, Nakusp CAO reports 
to build, to ensure it conforms with 
size, appearance, height, parking, and 
other guidelines set up in the Official 
Community Plan.

The CAO at the time, Cheryl 
Martens, “issued a Development 
Permit, however it was incomplete, 
as not all requirements of the OCP 
were considered before the permit was 
issued,” the report found.

Among the missing, incomplete 
or changing pieces to the development 
include the amount of parking spaces set 
aside, the building height and property 
setbacks, drainage, the cost of connecting 
up to sewer and water and the impact that 
will have on the Village’s systems. 

And none of those were reviewed in 
the context of the bigger picture – how 
the development will fit into the overall 
community plan, the report says. 

There was no development 
agreement signed before the permit was 
let, “so we have to be careful that none of 
the costs related to this development are 
borne by the taxpayer,” Tynan warned.

The Village also missed an 
opportunity to get some community 
improvements done. The Village has 
no Development Cost Charge bylaw 
requiring developers to contribute in 
some meaningful way to the betterment 
of the public space around their projects.

“Perhaps in another situation we 
would have discussed a little bit with 
them what improvements they might 
have helped us with, fronting the building 
onto the waterfront pathway.

“That is passed now,” she said
Fixing the problem

Tynan says many of the issues 
uncovered when the developer’s building 
plans were submitted to the Village in 
May can be cleaned up before a building 
permit is issued.

She also says other Village bylaws 

make it clear the developer has to pay 
for things like utility hookup and other 
costs, so it’s not likely the taxpayer will 
be on the hook for any deficiencies in the 
quick permitting.

“Municipal taxpayers/utility rate 
payers should not be contributing to the 
costs incurred by the developers,” the 
report says.

However, the parking problem may 
be an issue for years to come.

The developer plans to have parking 
around two sides of the building just off 
the street, meaning the loss of on-street 
parking in the area in the future.

“Council doesn’t have a voice this 
late in the picture on that one,” said 
Tynan in the meeting. “Certainly on the 
water, sewer and drainage, but on the 
parking, there is extensive conversation 
that has been had.”

That news had Councillor Joseph 
Hughes hoping the developer can be 
convinced to volunteer to change his 
plans.

“I would hope that a case can be 
made that they revisit the parking, if even 
just to be good community partners,” 
he said at council. “Because I am very 
concerned that any given day our lake is 
going to start getting busier down there… 
and I hope we can make a case, invite 
them to assist us in coming up with a 
larger traffic solution.”
Next steps

The Village has hired a consultant 
(at the developer’s expense) to quantify 
the costs of the hookups to Village water 
and sewer. Building, bylaw, emergency, 
and other officials are also poring over 
the plans to look for areas that need 
clarification or improvement. 

All these are the usual steps in 
developing such a large project and costs 
are all borne by the developer.

And Tynan is now drawing up an 

amendment for the development permit. 
It’s to be brought to council’s July 
meeting for further discussion.

The CAO also mentioned that 
despite the problems, the project would 
be a net positive for Nakusp overall.

“This development will increase 
the tax base in Nakusp as it is adding 14 
residential units and 2 commercial units 
in addition to increased water and sewer 
annual fees,” the report notes.
Doing better

As Nakusp sees more and more 
development, Tynan recommended they 
learn from this project and not rush into 
things next time.

“When you have no growth, and 
it’s a quiet year, maybe you relax 
your bylaws because you want any 
development,” she says. “But when you 
are in a market where you need to be a 
little bit more careful, when you know 
growth is going to happen anyway, it 
is time to look to make sure you have 
[good bylaws].”

This development has revealed the 
need to beef up the Village’s bylaws, 
she says.

“There’s nothing wrong with the 
fact we don’t have a Development Cost 
Charge bylaw, but should we? That’s a 
question council should be considering 
for the future,” she said.

She suggested council hold a 
strategic planning session to review its 
priorities in the “very near future.”

“One of the intents of [this report] 
is, ‘let’s look at the big picture, so we 
know what we’re talking about… let’s 
have it up front, what it looks like, what 
the bylaws say, and then separate to that, 
what does the big picture say, and is 
there something we want to change for 
the future?’”

Councillor Joseph Hughes told 
the Valley Voice council is definitely 
interested in finding out what the 
deficiencies in the process were this 
time, and how to avoid them in the future.

“Developments of this size are out 
of the norm for Nakusp,” he said. “So 
certainly there could be issues with 
experience and capacity managing 
that,” he said. “We’re pushing the limits 
for [processing] building permits and 
developments in the city, so it’s an area 
we need to focus on.

“It’s important that we ensure as 
we encounter this kind of development, 
it doesn’t happen again,” he says. 
“We don’t want to discourage the 
development of residential opportunities, 
but we have to make sure the taxpayer 
and service infrastructure is taken care of 
every step of the way,” he said. Council 
accepted Tynan’s report as information.

submitted
Ongoing service disruptions at 

RDCK recycling depots are due to 
a fire on June 22 that destroyed the 
GFL Environmental recycling facility 
in Trail. The Trail facility is where 
the region’s recycling used to go for 
processing. 

The Trail operations have been 
relocated to several other facilities 
across the province; as a result, service 
times have increased. Supplies required 
for depot operation were also lost in 

Ongoing service interruptions at RDCK recycling depots

by Jan McMurray
Selkirk College President Angus 

Graeme stopped by the Valley Voice 
office on July 9, to take a break and 
psyche himself up for the Silverton hill. 
He was on his bicycle, heading from 
Nakusp to Slocan City.

Graeme decided to raise funds by 
doing a bike tour of the communities 
with Selkirk College campuses, from 
Grand Forks to Trail, Castlegar, Nelson, 
Kaslo, Nakusp and back to Nelson – a 
500-kilometre trip – from July 5 to 10.

“I wondered if I could contribute 
while enjoying a week’s vacation,” 
Graeme said with a laugh. “I wondered 

Selkirk College President Angus Graeme stops at the Valley Voice on his bike tour.

Selkirk College president uses pedal power to make connections and raise funds
if I could get people interested in this as 
a fundraiser.”

Graeme is raising funds to enhance 
supports for Indigenous students at the 
college, and also for a non-governmental 
organization that focuses on education 
and is run by a Selkirk College alumna 
in rural Cameroon.

Graeme said he has enjoyed 
reconnecting with people after a year 
on Zoom. “It’s been a tough year for 
everyone in the region,” he said, “but 
we have a busy year coming up, and 
we’ll go back to what we’re good 
at – accessible, in-person, place-based 
education.”

The upcoming year is Graeme’s last 
year as president of the college, after 
almost 30 years. “I’m going to stay in the 
area, so I’m happy to stay on in whatever 
way would be helpful,” he said. “I’d like 
to stay involved with the Selkirk College 
Foundation to help the next generation. 
It’s not going to get any easier for our 
students financially, and we need to 
support students as much as we can.”

For more information and ways to 
donate: Selkirk.ca/Graeme-legacy-ride
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Support the Valley Voice with 
a voluntary subscription
Only $5-$50

Now Open Every Day!
Monday – Saturday
10:30 am - 4:00 pm

Sunday 11 am - 3 pm
Main Street, New Denver 

250-358-2178 

HOURS
9 AM - 9 PM

Open Thurs - SunOpen Thurs - Sun

Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area. 
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

New Market Foods
518 6th Ave • New Denver
250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290

email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm
Certified by the Province of BC to test drinking water

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription
Only $5-$50 

Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

AGRICULTURE

Bill Lander 
REALTOR®
 
250-551-5652

bill@billlander.ca

I show all my listings!
 Serving the Slocan Valley for the 

16th year.
Offices in Nakusp, Nelson & Kaslo 

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

H. A. Benson Inc.
Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0

Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

• All Organic Produce
• All Organic Grains

– Bulk Ordering –

Community Discount Day:
Last Friday of  the month

Mon-Sat 9-6
Sunday 10-4

Downtown Winlaw • 250-226-7255

Gaia Tree Whole Foods
Community Market

BIG DOG MUSICBIG DOG MUSIC
• Guitars and Accessories • Musical 
Instruments • Vintage Vinyl Records • New 
Vinyl Records • Stereo Equipment - Turntables

421 6th Ave, New Denver
250-307-0163

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $20.00 
+ GST NEW HOURS

MON-FRI 8 A.M. - 2 P.M.

Personal Classifieds start at $8.00
Call 1-833-501-1700 for details

email: valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

ACCOUNTING 
FOR YOU 

Need to manage your GST, PST, 
MRDT, Worksafe BC, & Wage 
Deduction remittances? 

We provide timely processing 
of your Payroll, A/Ps, A/Rs, and 
Financial Statements 

Sharie Merrifield 
25 years experience 
Email: sha01@telus.net 
(That is a zero, not an ‘0’) 
Tel: (250) 358 - 6806

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

ESTATE SALE

CLASSIFIED ADS

Core Fitness Classes 
on Zoom 

No impact exercise classes for 
all ages, fitness levels, and body 
types. Focusing on building muscle 
strength, coordination, and flexibil-
ity. Good for the body and the mind.
Just $7.50/class
First class is free. For more details 
email: joy.lukacs8@gmail.com

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

COMING EVENTS

CARD OF THANKS

EDUCATION

BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award-
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza. 
250-353-2282.
KIDS CLOTHES BY DONATION! 
Koots Kids Clothing Store, 222 Lake Ave., 
Silverton General Store. Used clothing and 
footwear accepted. Open Wed-Sat. 11am-
3pm. Follow ‘Koots Kids Clothing Store’ 
on Facebook.
SEEKING COMMUNE STORIES: Do 
you live communally in the Slocan Valley? 
Have you been part of a commune, organic 
farm or free school? Would you like to tell 
your story? Oxygen Art Centre is seeking 
commune dwellers to contribute to a research 
project that maps the history of communal 
living across the Slocan Valley and BC 
interior. If you would like to be interviewed 
about your experience, please email Greta at 
literaryarts@oxygenartcentre.org

WHAT AN AMAZING OPPORTUNITY 
to live your dream and own your own 
business. Become the proud owner of the 
Valley Voice and a quaint building on the 
main street of New Denver. The newspaper 

business can provide a modest living for you 
and your family, and wonderful community 
connections. If you are so inclined, we 
would love to show you the ropes and stay 
as long or as little as you need us. We have 
absolutely loved our life as newspaper 
people! Give us a call at 1-833-501-1700 for 
a chat, or email valleyvoice@valleyvoice.
ca. Yours, Dan & Jan.
WORK YOUR DREAM JOB and be 
your own boss with help from the Self 
Employment program at Community 
Futures! Through this program you will 
receive business plan instruction and 
ongoing business training and coaching 
while you start your business. And if 
you’re eligible you will usually also receive 
financial support for the first year. To learn 
more call 265-3674 ext. 201 or email 
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.
THINKING OF STARTING, buying 
or expanding your own business? If so, 
Community Futures offers business loans, 
counseling & training; and delivers the 
Self-Employment program in the Arrow 
& Slocan Lakes area. For more info leave 
a message at 265-3674 ext. 201 or email 
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

ON SATURDAY JULY 3, we experienced 
a residential fire in Rosebery. By the time 
we arrived there were merely embers left. 
Volunteer firefighters from two locations 
arrived very soon, plus medical and police 
personnel. They made sure no one was 
inside or injured and then prevented the fire 
from spreading. We thank all the neighbours 
and professionals who are ready to respond 
to emergencies here. We appreciate you 
so much. 

-Danielle and Robert 
THANK YOU to all our donors, volunteers, 
patrons and the Hidden Garden Gallery for 
supporting the Pavilion Memorial Gardens 
Art Auction, a SCH Auxiliary project. 
Together we raised over $2800!

THE FRIDAY MARKET happens every 
Friday in downtown New Denver – 9:30am 
to 1pm. This gem of a market offers a 
bounty of local produce, food products, 
flowers, herbs and handmade artisan 
wares. Find us on facebook for weekly 
vendor updates. Email: ndfridaymarket@
gmail.com

SLOCAN SATURDAY MARKET is 
happening every Saturday, 10 am-2 pm at 
Expo Park in the village of Slocan. Come 
check out our local farmers, artisans, and kids 
zone. For info, call Christina at 250-355-2635.
ART EXCURSION July 19: “Draw in 
Awe.” Hike together to Dennis Basin Ridge 
for a sketching workshop on the mountain! 
With artist Destanne Norris and Petra 
Hekkenberg.$60 www.slocanlakeartscouncil.
ca, slocanlakeartscouncil@gmail.com, 250-
358-2181.
AGM OF THE ARROWTARIAN Senior 
Citizens Society, Mon. July 26 at 9 am, 
Phase 4 lounge 2nd floor 206 - 7th Ave. 
Non-Profit Senior Housing 55+. Info: 250-
265-2020 or 250-265-1247.
ELDER ABUSE PREVENTION 
- Drop in at the Resource Centre on 
Wednesdays, 12-2 pm, 719 Vernon 
Street, Nelson (Nelson & District Seniors 
Coordinating Society). 250-352-6008, 
NelsonElderAbusePrevention@gmail.com, 
www.nelsonelderabuseprevention.ca 
SLOCAN LAKE ARTS COUNCIL 
EVENTS: July 16: Live Outdoor Concert 
featuring the faculty of Mountainside 
Chamber Strings Program, Slocan Lake 

Arts Centre lawn, Silverton. July 18 - Music 
in the Park with Diamond Willow - 10am-
Noon. Centennial Park, New Denver. July 
19: Art Excursion with Destanne Norris 
and Petra Hekkenberg. July 21&22 - Tie 
Dye with Nonie for Kids and Adults! Go 
to slocanlakeartscouncil.ca for details and 
to register. July 21 - Theatre Games + is 
an upbeat evening that will inspire your 
creativity spontaneity with theatre games 
and physical improvisation! Come join 
the fun and get your summer play fix. 18+ 
Slocan Lake Arts Centre, Silverton. July 22 
- Sunset Concert with Freya on the Slocan 
Lake Arts Centre Lawn. 7:30. By donation. 
More info: slocanlakeartscouncil.com

SAILING MASTER CLASS: 43 year 
Instructor Capt Dave only $299 per person 
add friend/family = $399 no tax. After 3 
classes, adults can sail solo. 250-354-9268 
Ck out Kootenay Catamaran (Youtube). 
Boat, pfd, training sheets incl. Slocan City.

ESTATE SALE IN HILLS. July 31 
and Aug 1. 9 am-4 pm. West on Reibin 
Road, follow the signs. Furniture, tools, 
collectibles etc.
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mobile	 (250) 551-TIME (8463)

Jim Pownall 
& Co.

LOG & TIMBER 
FRAME HOMES

Crane Service
New Denver • BC

250-358-2566
jpownall@telus.net

HALL LUMBER 
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat 
10 am to 5 pm

PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd. 

Edgewood, BC

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN 
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Wired by Alex
Electrical Contracting Ltd

Alex Joseph

250-358-7721

Crescent Bay 
Construction Ltd.

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431 
• Email cresbay@telus.net

Leaf Cabinetry
Residential & commercial 

cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC

250.226.7441 
www.leafcabinetry.com

K & A
Kent & Arlene Yardcare Services

Housewatch • Free Estimates
358-2508 • 358-7785 • 505-8210

wyofonoff1@yahoo.ca

MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter 

TimberFrame Homes
 Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall

Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding

Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales

   dave@maddentimber.com
    250 265 1807

Licensed Residential Builder & General Contractor 
Design • Project Management • Building Services 

www.trctimberworks.com

Suite 3, 622 Front St 
Nelson, BC Vll 4B7 
 C: (250)551-6584

Tim Reilly

T: (250) 551-7127
E: joszef@airpost.net

Grow Your Own
Indoor & Outdoor Garden

Supplies, Knowledgeable Staff, 
Store Hours 9am – 5pm 

Monday- Saturday.  
Closed Sundays and Long Weekends.

Renovations and 
Maintenance Made Easy!
• Basic Renovations & Construction •

• Painting • Landscaping •
Hourly Rate, By Appointment Only
– Slocan Lake communities Only –
Contact Tim Giles – 250-355-2559

SOLID 
PLAN

DRAFTING AND DESIGN
S. KING, CET

(250) 358-7922
s.king@solid-plan.ca

4619 Hwy 6, New Denver, BC V0G 1S1

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
• Power Trowel • Concrete Finishing

• Concrete Stamping and Acid 
Staining • Forming • Tile Setting

• Cultured & Natural Stone Installation

CREATIVE MASONRY SOLUTIONS 
FOR YOUR HOME AND BUSINESS

  River Bardati
  250-354-9535

Scarlett’s Electric
47 years serving Ainsworth, Kaslo & north
All electrical work, micro-hydro & solar

Call Don (250)353-2563

CONSTRUCTION, LTD.
FOUNDATIONS • ROOFING • RENOVATIONS

Specializing in Timber Framing
Cell: 250-265-8503 Home: 250-265-2278

• BONDED Journeyman carpenter 
• HPO Licenced Builder #42639 

www.manciaconstruction.ca

SERVICES

PETS

WANTED

RENTAL WANTED

Experience the 
WAUVIK touch!

For all your interior 
renovation needs:
-  Complete Drywall 

Services
-  Bathroom Renovations
-  Carpentry and More....
Over 20 yrs Experience
WCB/Licensed/Insured

Vik 250-505-6509
wauvikrenos@yahoo.ca 

AVIS EXCAVATING
Serving the Slocan Valley

• Excavation • Ditching 
• Water Lines • Land Improvement 

• Sand & Gravel Delivery

p: 250-226-7849
w: avisexcavating.com

Larry Avis: lmavis@telus.net

COMMUNITY

Randy 
Speers 
Construction

Construction, timber framing and HRV 
installations • Serving Nakusp & Area

250-265-7313

NOTICES

Business Classifieds start at $10.00
Call 1-833-501-1700 for detailsHEALTH

HELP WANTED

FOR SALE
AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING 
CONTAINERS 20 ft. and 40 ft. sizes. 
Kootenay Containers Sales & Rentals, 
Castlegar. 250-365-3014. 
WATKINS PRODUCTS,  HAND 
CRAFTS – Bertha Williams, #11 – 217 
Zacks Rd. 250-265-9080.
PIANO, 1974 AEOLIAN Electric Player 
Piano. 45 music scrolls. Very good tune 
and tone. $1800. HEMLOCK FLOORING: 
5/8” x 3”, 200 square, $300. 250-358-2544.
SELECTION LOGGED CEDAR 
BOARDS & various dimensions. Rough 
cut. Includes 1” x 4” to 1” x 10”; 4” x 4”, 
6” x 6”, etc. Some 8” x 8” and larger Dfir 
timbers. Decorative planks 1 ½” thick up 
to 16” wide with natural edges for picnic 
tables, etc. Phone 250-358-7796. 208 Laktin 
Road, Hills, BC.

SHADE TREE MASSAGE THERAPY 
now welcoming new and returning clients 
for therapeutic and relaxation treatments. 
Clean, quiet, professional office located 
in Winlaw. Jessica Coonen RMT 250 
226-6887 shadetreemassagetherapy@
fastmail.com
YOGA WITH TYSON * ONLINE! 
Chair Yoga, Restorative Yoga, Feldenkrais 
classes. All ages. Info: call/text 250-551-
8505, email tyson@thaitouch.ca, www.
sacredearthsomatics.com.
YOGA WITH MARTHA at Bindu 
Community Studio in Winlaw. Gentle Hatha 
Yoga. Meditation. Monday and Wednesday 

mornings at 9:15. For more information 
call/text 250-882-1362. www.ravensperch.
co or bindustudio.ca
COUNSELLING: REBECCA RUTH 
GOUTAL .  Registered Therapeutic 
Counsellor. Welcoming individuals & 
couples: In person & online. Over stressed, 
anxious, alone, depressed, relationship 
distress? Receive skillful compassionate 
support; Create healing & joyful, loving, 
connected living. Transformational 
workshops & courses: Relationship Skills, 
Self Care, Recovery. Free consultations: 
Rebecca@lovealive.ca 250 778 7813. 
LoveAlive Transformative Arts & Therapy: 
LoveAlive.ca

SPECTRUM HOME & FAMILY CARE 
is hiring personal support workers. Send 
resume and cover letter to employment@
spectrumcares.ca.
NEED CAREGIVER for home care in 
Winlaw, 8am-12pm. Email flachmoi@
yahoo.com
MUSEUM ATTENDANTS WANTED at 
the Sandon Museum. One full-time (or two 
part-time) adult position(s) and one full-time 
student position available. Adult(s) work 2-5 
days per week until end of September. Wage 
dependent on experience. Student works 
eight weeks in July and August at 35 hours 
per week, $16 per hour. Duties: greeting 
visitors, cleaning, keeping records. Resumes 
can be emailed to sandonmuseum@netidea.
com or mailed to Box 52, New Denver, BC 
V0G 1S0 by July 23.

67-YEAR-OLD MAN from New Denver 
area looking for home care, part time. 250-
358-2756.
WHOLE SCHOOL OPERATIONS 
MANAGER: Starting August 17. General 
administration, public relations, student 
recruitment, bookkeeping, social media 
engagement, facilities management, and 
proficiency with Microsoft professional 
suite are assets. Send cover letter and 
resume to wholeschool@gmail.com. 
Closing date July 31 at 4 pm.

ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS 
a problem in your life? AA, NA and AL-
ANON (family) meetings can help. For 
information on AA: in New Denver, 250-
358-7158; Nakusp, 250-265-4216; Kaslo, 
250-353-9617. For NA: New Denver, 250-
551-4043. For AL-ANON (family): New 
Denver, 250-551-6540. Please, if you can’t 
get through, try another number. 
ACA (ADULT CHILDREN OF 
ALCOHOLICS / Dysfunctional Families) 
anonymous group in Nakusp. Call or text 
250-686-0567 for more information. www.
adultchildren.org
C A R P E N T E R  C R E E K  L A S T 
W I S H E S  S O C I E T Y p r o v i d e s 
information on preplanning for death 
and advice for alternative funeral 
arrangements. Ph: 250-358-7760. www.
carpentercreeklastwishessociety.ca 
HAVE YOU OR SOMEONE YOU 
KNOW been sexually assaulted and want 
help? Call the Interior Crisis Line 24/7 at 

1-888-353-CARE to discuss your options or 
go directly to Arrow Lakes Hospital or your 
local emergency room for confidential care.
SILVERTON LAKESHORE INN is 
looking for all the things taken from the 
hotel as follows: all the archive pictures 
that were displayed in hallway, BA sign 
orange and blue, grandfather clock, air 
conditioners in all the rooms, 5 old yellow 
hockey jerseys in frame with broken glass, 
and numerous other things. Please return, 
no questions asked.
SILVERTON LAKESHORE INN is 
looking for people who have witnessed: 
heavy machinery driving on our septic 
field, heavy machinery piling snow on our 
septic field, slander against the hotel or hotel 
owner. Please email buyriteautosales@
hotmail.com.
BIGFOOT INN would like to thank you for 
coming forward with so much information 
and all the supporting emails. We’re looking 
forward to serving the area again one day.

NO SIT! Not your usual dog training class. 
Find the AMAZING in your dog. www.
proudofmydog.ca

LOOKING FOR A HOME between 
Slocan and Nakusp by July 31st! A room 
or suite, house or apartment, tiny home 
or campsite, short or long term.  I am 
a working, mature, capable, energetic, 
positive, very clean, artist. Thank you 
for your kind help. Call Carla 250-
358-7198

JOURNEYMAN PLUMBER and “B”-
ticket gasfitter for new construction or 
renovation plumbing, water systems/
filtration, septic. 250-777-3588 (Tim); 
www.paradisevalleyplumbing.ca or email: 
schaferspeare@gmail.com.
LOOKING FOR LARGE SHOP or 
covered space for Rent/Lease in New 
Denver/Silverton area. Prefer 14’ door and 
high ceiling to fit RVs for my RV Repair 
business. Alpenglow RV Services 250-
551-8605.

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$
WILL PAY CASH for old Harley Indian 
motorcycles, old cars, old metal signs, gas 
pumps and 1960s to 1972 Ford Broncos. 
Email buyriteautosales@hotmail.com 
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coming eventsL e m o n  C r e e k 
Lodge & Campground

Year-round facility
1-877-970-8090

EDUCATION

Open 1 pm to 4:30 pm Tues. 

RECYCLING

TUES

Alongside Mountainberry

250-358-7199 ACCOMODATIONS

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $20.00 
+ GST

STEEL TOE JOE’S
Automotive Repair

Joe Shaw
Owner & Journeyman Technician

3804 Pine Rd. Krestova, BC

778.454.0180
stjautomotive@gmail.com

Bikes, Skis, 
Snowshoes

Sales and 
Maintenance

• Guesthouse • 
Call Shon

250-265-3332

shonsbs@gmail.com

HAIR

358-7769

AVA’S  
Hair Studio

303-6th Avenue (Main St.), New Denver

Tuesday THRU Friday 
– By Appointment –

SUPPORT FOR 
YOUR SPIRIT
Bi-weekly book study, bi-
weekly services, Tuesday 
8 am meditation, monthly 

Contemplative in the Kootenays
For information & links, contact 

descamp@heartsrest.com
Turner Zion United Church of 
Canada is alive and welcomes 

you online—and in person.

GIFTS

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

REAL ESTATE

MASSAGE

Hand & Soul 
Wellness Centre

202 Lake Avenue, Silverton
CHIROPRACTOR: Dr. Larry Zaleski

Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care
Offices in Silverton, Winlaw & Nakusp 250-358-2177

COUNSELLOR: Sue Mistretta, M.A. 
Over 20 years counselling experience supporting 

clients experiencing stress, anxiety, grief and other  
life changes. In person and Secure Video sessions. 
Now offering somatic therapy. Offices in Silverton 

and Nelson.  250-777-1704
Visit www.handandsoul.ca “Experience that Moves”

Tammy Peitzsche®
isoldit@shaw.ca

250-365-9640
Proud to serve the 

Slocan 
Valley!

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

b y  J o h n  B o i v i n ,  L o c a l 
Journalism Initiative reporter

If you think temperatures 
above 30°C are hard to take 
as humans, spare a thought for 
animals in the forest wearing fur 
coats.

Just like humans, they’re 
looking for ways to stay cool and 
stay safe.

“WildSafeBC recognizes that 
wildlife are highly adaptable 
and many have learned to 
adapt to heat and fire events,” 
s a y s  K a s l o  Wi l d s a f e B C 
community co-ordinator Brian 
Montgomery. “Having said that, 
these are unprecedented high and 
prolonged temperatures and may 
drive wildlife such as bears and 
deer to seek sources of water.

“Animals will need to cool 

Bear in the pool? Keep cool, says WildSafeBC
down just like we do and have 
plenty of water.”

That drive for water can draw 
animals out of the forest and 
into communities. Heat-stressed 
animals have been known to 
make themselves a nuisance in 
the drive for relief from the heat.

“Animals may be heat-
stressed and may be attracted 
to sources of water in our 
communities – backyard pools, 
tubs, lawn sprinklers, livestock 
ponds as well as the lakes, rivers, 
creeks, and ponds in our region,” 
says Montgomery. “Wildlife may 
be showing up in unusual places 
as they seek out places to cool off 
with water and shade availability 
to them.”

As with any wildlife, hot 
or not, Montgomery says the 

rule is the same: leave them be. 
People should ensure there are no 
animals in the yard when they let 
their children or pets out to play. 
WildsafeBC advises that you 
take care that smaller animals 
that may seek shelter and shade 
under porches and decks or within 
low bushes or tree branches are 
left alone.  

“You might encounter wildlife 
out trying to seek relief from the 
heat in the same areas and water 
bodies you might be heading to 
for relief,” he advises. “Please 
give them space; do not feed or 
approach them. Best to let them 
be and move away from the area 
and find another cooling water 
spot.”

While you shouldn’t try to 
provide water for larger wildlife, 

you can give a helping hand to 
smaller critters. 

“Providing water for birds 
through birdbaths is a way to help 
smaller animals,” he says. “You 
can also place small pebbles, 
marbles and stones in a shallow 
container like a dish to make a 
bee bath so bees can also get a sip 
without drowning or place water 
in a hummingbird feeder.”
Food sources

While the most extreme 
temperatures of the first heatwave 
are passed, they may have had a 
knock-on effect on food sources 
for wildlife for the rest of the 
summer.

Local pickers are noticing 
fruit trees and berry bushes 
are thick with fruit, but it’s all 
ripening up weeks earlier than 

usual. And that’s a worry, says 
Montgomery.

“If berries and other food 
sources do dry up, then we 
could potentially have more 
conflicts with wildlife moving 
into communities seeking food, 
and potentially more conflict 
with bears in the fall when they 
are seeking calories for winter 
hibernation,” he says.

That kicks in the usual 
reminders from wildlife watchers: 
keep human food sources – 
such as garbage, fruit trees, and 
bird feeders – well-secured and 
managed. That means keeping 
garbage inside and secure, 
picking fruit before it drops to 
the ground, and installing electric 
fencing around fruit trees, honey 
bee houses, and chicken coops.
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Kevan James 
Gatenby 

November 14, 1947 to 
June 14, 2021

Kevan James Gatenby died 
peacefully at his home in Winlaw, 
BC on June 14, 2021 at the age of 
73 years. Kevan was born in Regina, 
SK, the oldest of four children born 
to Marian and James Gatenby. 

Kevan grew up in Edmonton, AB 
where he first developed his lifelong 

passion for music, motorcycles and adventure. He especially loved live 
music, notably attending Woodstock and Mardi Gras.

Kevan attended university at UBC in Vancouver. Following university, 
Kevan followed his heart to the Slocan Valley where he lived the rest of 
his adult life. Initially renting property, he ultimately purchased his own 
farm where he lived, usually with a canine companion, for the last 40 years. 
He remained a dedicated employee of Celgar for over thirty years until 
his retirement in 2007. Kevan was an incredible role model, teacher and 
father and provided unwavering support to Elliot and his step-son Byron. 

Kevan was energized by playing his guitars, tending to his garden, 
riding his motorcycles, outdoor pursuits and spending quality time 
with friends and family. He had an infectious laugh, and sharp wit. His 
inquisitive mind turned to the study of the natural world, literature, 
music, astronomy, photography and chess. He accumulated an impressive 
collection of books, records and instruments and they put a smile on his 
face until the end. He will be lovingly remembered by his son Elliot and 
step-son Byron, brothers Ian (Tammy), Rod (Sue), and sister Laurel, as 
well as his many close cousins, nieces, nephews and friends.

To leave a personal message of condolence please visit the Thompson 
Funeral Service website at https://www.thompsonfs.ca/obituary/kevan-
gatenby/ . Sarah Stevens has been entrusted with arrangements.

A celebration of life will be held at a later date. If you wish to be 
notified about this, please send an email to rodgatenby@gmail.com.

Norma Cannon 
1929-2021

Norma Cannon was born on July 
17th, 1929 in Scranton, Pennsylvania 
to Gus & Clara Neuls. Norma was 
the eldest of two children, sharing 
a close bond with her brother Karl. 
She spent her first years in Scranton 
speaking only German. When she 
was a young child, the Neuls family 
moved to Dewey, South Dakota on 
her father’s homestead, beginning a 
lifelong tenderness in her heart for 
the Black Hills. She attended the 

lower grades of school at Twelve Mile, outside of Custer, South Dakota 
and there she learned to speak English. Her upper grades were taken in 
Custer, SD where she boarded with a family in Custer during the week. 
Her weekends were spent at the family homestead. She graduated from 
Custer High School and on New Year’s Eve of the same year, 1947 she 
married the love of her life, Douglas Cannon of Custer, SD.

Douglas and Norma were blessed with three children: Cathy, Gary and 
Bruce while living in Custer. Shortly after the birth of their youngest son, 
Norma and Doug moved along with her parents Gus and Clara Neuls to St. 
Maries, Idaho where they raised their family and ranched ten miles south 
of town. During those years, Norma worked as a clerk in the grocery store 
and then as Clerk of Courts for Benewah County, Idaho. Doug and Norma 
loved to spend their weekends dancing at local community halls. She was 
active with 4-H as a leader and involved in many other community events. 

In the late 1970s Norma and Douglas purchased acreage in Burton, 
British Columbia and spent summers there for several years. They made a 
permanent move to Burton in the early 1980s and received dual citizenship 
in Canada and the United States. True to her warm personality, Norma 
was an involved member of the Burton, BC community, including her 
participation in Carols by Candlelight and numerous other community 
events, was a member of Red Hat Ladies and a lifetime member of the 
Burton Senior Citizens. She was very active in Burton’s St. Andrews 
United Church and had a wide circle of friends and acquaintances with 
whom you could regularly find her sharing a cup of coffee, a good story 
and a laugh. 

Following her husband Doug’s death in 2006, Norma moved to 
Rockglen, Saskatchewan with her daughter Cathy, then to Scobey, 
Montana, where she remained until her death on June 17, 2021.

Norma was preceded in death by her husband, Douglas E. Cannon, 
parents Gus & Clara Neuls, brother Karl Neuls, father and mother in law 
Charles & Lydia Cannon. 

Together her family will celebrate Norma’s playful and loving spirit 
and abundantly full life. Norma exemplified being present, having fun, 
causing a little trouble and treasuring every ounce of life. With a sparkle in 
her eye and the animated lift of an eyebrow, she could tell a legendary story 
about snow bank busting in a mini van, rattle snake blasting or mistaking 
the speed limit and driving 80 miles per hour instead of kilometer per hour! 
She had an exceptional gift of “noony-nooing” lullabies in a rocking chair 
and boda bed making for sleep overs, and Christmas at her home in Burton 
was nothing short of magical. “GG”, as she was affectionately called by 
all of her great grandkids, was the master of cinnamon roll making and 
filling a refrigerator to make sure that everyone was fed - and fed well! 
She wasn’t afraid of a challenge and once made “one of everything” just 
to poke fun at her son-in-law for being indecisive about breakfast. She was 
a lover of chocolate, rum and good German food, but mostly of sharing 
those things around a table with family. She loved people genuinely and 
unreservedly and could make a friend anywhere. As the family historian, 
her lifelong work gifted her family with the greatest treasure - a rich, 
detailed history and a collection of countless handwritten notes and cards. 
She never missed a birthday or a big moment. 

She is loved and remembered by Cathy Cannon (daughter) of Scobey, 
MT; Gary (Donna) Cannon of St. Maries, ID and Bruce (Geri) Cannon of 
Post Falls, ID; her grandchildren Shauna (Terry) Farver of Scobey, MT, 
Hollie Cannon of Deming, NM, Brandy Cannon of Roy, WA, Brenda 
(Hank) Carter of Pocatello, ID, Faydra Fuller of Spokane, WA and Torrey 
Cannon of Coeur d’Alene, ID. She has 13 great-grandchildren plus their 
spouses who she joyfully claimed as her own and a great-great grandchild 
expected to arrive at the end of this year. 

Norma’s family would like to extend their sincere gratitude to DeAnna 
and the entire staff at Daniels Memorial Hospital for their very special 
care of Norma. Thank you also to the Daniels County Ambulance Crew 
and Dawn Lee. 

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

Residents of Burton got the chance 
to weigh in last week on a proposal to 
build a logging road across a corner of 
the Burton Elementary School property.

Arrow Lakes School District 
10 trustees and staff held a public 
consultation meeting at Burton 
Elementary School on July 7 to gather 
public comments on the proposal.

About 15 people showed up in 
person and online to hear about the 
proposal from logging company Stella-
Jones.

The forester is asking for permission 
to build 200 metres of access road 
across the corner of the 70-acre school 
property to allow logging of fir beetle-
damaged forest above the community. In 
exchange for a 10-year road allowance, 
the school district would receive some 
money, the company would gain easier 
access to difficult cutting areas, and the 
community would have some further 
protection from wildfires, officials said.

Stella-Jones foresters Dave Eddy 
and Pat McMechan said the company 
plans to log several patches of forest 
above the community of Burton to clear 
out trees damaged by fir beetles. He said 
his surveys show the tree-killing bugs are 
spreading above the town.

“I emptied our traps today and I 
got a peanut butter jar of beetles in the 
traps… 1.5 litres of beetles,” said Eddy. 
“Experts tell me if I trap 1,200 beetles, I 
save a tree. So I don’t know how many 
trees I saved today.”

Eddy said the access road across 
the school district’s property (which 
is well away from the school and 
playground proper) would allow for the 
most efficient and effective clearance of 
the beetle-damaged trees.

“This is the best opportunity – the 
safest, most appropriate location,” said 
McMechan. “They put a lot of work into 
it, to find the best spot. This is the best 
spot. It happens to be on School District 
10 property, which is why we approached 
them for access. If the district says ‘no,’ 
we go back and look at our options.”
Public concern

The public was not being asked if 
they approved of the logging or not; 
school officials warned at the start of the 
meeting that was not the purpose of the 
consultation. Instead, they were being 
asked about whether the road cutting 
across the school property itself was a 
concern.

One woman said it very much was 
an issue.

“You can log all you want; I don’t 
want the road,” she said, noting her 
family had used a spring-fed water 
source from that area of the hillside for 
more than a century. “It’s my only water 
source, and I can’t risk losing my water 
source just for a company to get some 
money.

“I don’t want to lose it. I don’t have 
access to any other water.”

Other residents asked questions 
about public access to the forestry road 
(there won’t be any), the company’s 
awareness of water sources (a hydrologist 
surveyed the area), concerns about 
landslides following the harvesting (a 
geotechnical assessment said chances of 
one were low), and what happens after 
decommissioning of the road (it will be 

Public hears details of proposed logging road near Burton Elementary
impassable but relatively easy to prepare 
for firefighter access if needed).

Others questioned what would 
happen if the district said ‘no’ to the 
request.

“So tonight’s meeting is about do 
we give access to SD 10 property,” said 
one resident. “All the concerns brought 
up are excellent concerns, but is whether 
we give access or not going to change 
anything about the concerns raised 
tonight?” said one resident.

Residents were told the logging 
would go forward anyway, just perhaps 
not as easily or efficiently.

“We have a responsibility as 
the licence holder to address forest 
health,” said Eddy. “If we don’t do it, 
the government has in past told other 
companies to go in and log it. Because 
they don’t want forest health concerns to 
exacerbate. That’s happened in the past.

“So we want to do it in a way we 

think it should be done properly.” 
And he warned the beetle problem 

could get worse.
“If we don’t log it, the beetle may 

spread. We don’t know what it will do 
next year. But it’s 95% Douglas fir in 
that area,” warned Eddy.

“If we don’t have that access, we’ll 
still be doing harvesting in that area,” 
added McMechan. “It’ll probably look 
different from the shape (on the map). 
We’ll have to modify that, but there’ll 
be something. That’s our job. That’s our 
obligation under our forest licence.” 

The money from the deal – estimated 
at about $20,000 for wood logged for 
the road itself, and $2,000-$3,000 for 
the road access – would go directly to 
funding activities at Burton Elementary, 
the community was told.

The board of trustees didn’t make 
any decision at the meeting. Retiring 
Superintendent Terry Taylor told the 

crowd a decision would be made at the 
July 22 meeting of the board. Residents 
had until July 15 to offer their comments 
to the board by emailing info@sd10.
bc.ca.

Stella-Jones reps said they will 
hold a public meeting in early August 
to present more information about 
the proposed logging plan with the 
community.

by Jan McMurray
New Denver resident Henning von 

Krogh has written and published a third 
book on the history of the area, Early 
Stories from Slocan Lake. Drop by the 
Silvery Slocan Museum in New Denver 
on Saturday, July 31 between 10 am and 2 
pm for the book launch.

“This book was inspired by the 
research I did while writing my two 
previous books, and by people I met 
through the Silvery Slocan Museum,” von 
Krogh said in an interview. 

The book’s 10 chapters each tell a story 
– about Denver Light & Power Company, 
New Denver glacier, Mill Creek, a fish 
pond, John Tawse (Jack) Kelly, John Tier’s 
garage, three different ranches, and the 
construction of local roads.

“I chose topics I was interested in, 

Early Stories from Slocan Lake hot off the presses
and that I had some hope of getting further 
information on,” said von Krogh. “Most 
of the information came from documents 
we have at the Silvery Slocan Museum, 
and from speaking with the children or 
grandchildren of people featured in the 
stories.”

Von Krogh says he received many 
historic photos for the book from his 
museum connections, and scanned them 
and added them to the museum’s collection. 
Von Krogh is the president of the Silvery 
Slocan Historical Society.

The 195-page book, with 200 photos, 
is available for $25 at the museum, Raven’s 
Nest, New Market Foods and Silverton 
Building Supplies.

Von Krogh’s other books are Early 
New Denver and Early Boats on Slocan 
Lake.
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