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Affordable housing projects approved in Kaslo, New Denver, Slocan
by Jan McMurray
Affordable rental housing
projects in Kaslo, New Denver and
Slocan have been approved under
BC Housing’s Community Housing
Fund.
“We did it!” said Erika Bird,
Kaslo Housing Society president.
“There were some tears around the
board table when we got the news.
The Kaslo Housing Society has
been working on this for more than
20 years.”
The society is planning a threestorey, 10-unit wood frame building
on Village-owned property behind
the Kemball Memorial Centre. There
will be two studio apartments, five
one-bedrooms, two two-bedrooms
and one three-bedroom apartment.
Two of the ground floor units will
be wheelchair accessible. Three of
the units will be rented at market
rates, and seven will be rented to
low- and moderate-income families
and individuals.
“The Village of Kaslo has offered

the site to the society at a nominal
cost,” Bird said. “Village staff are
in the process of consolidating the
three 25-foot lots and reviewing the
Purchase and Sale Agreement. The
rezoning process will start soon.”
The Kaslo Housing Society has
been working with New Commons
Development (NCD), a non-profit
real estate company whose mission
is to increase the supply of affordable
housing, and to preserve communitycontrolled housing assets. The
company provides up-front funding
during the predevelopment stage.
Only if the project moves to the
development stage does the company
earn a development fee, which it
shares with its partners.
The New Denver and Area
Housing Society has also been
working with New Commons
Development on its two-storey, 10unit building, which will be located
where the recycling bins are now.
“We have been very happy
with our partnership with New

Commons,” says Jan McMurray,
president of the New Denver society.
“We’re fairly new – we’ve been
working on this for about five years –
and New Commons has really helped
build our capacity.”
The New Denver project will
have two studio apartments, two
one-bedrooms, four two-bedrooms
and two three-bedrooms. Seven of
the apartments will be priced for lowand moderate-income individuals
and families, and three will be market
rentals. Some will be accessible.
“Energy efficiency is really
important to us, too, so we’re
planning a minimum Step Code 4
building,” McMurray said.
Cover Architecture out of Nelson
has completed conceptual drawings,
McMurray explained, so the next
step is to get the more detailed
plans done for a building permit
application. The society expects
occupancy sometime in 2023.
According to a press release
issued by MLA Katrine Conroy,

the Village of Slocan will build
eight units for seniors, families and
singles. The Valley Voice wasn’t able
to contact anyone from the Village of

Slocan for further information before
our deadline.
The Columbia Basin Trust has
continued on page 2

The New Denver and Area Housing Society is thrilled to be able to move forward with its affordable
housing project. Board members Liz Poarch, Jan McMurray, Wendy Harlock, Kathy Hartman and Keith
Dewey hosted a celebratory event on Friday, June 11 at the Eldorado Square in downtown New Denver.
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Local artist’s work melds painting style with her Indigenous heritage
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
Studio Connexion’s latest solo
show will feature an artist whose work
connects to her heritage and her culture,
while reaching out to help teach the
wider world.
“I’m excited to show people what
I represent,” says Delrée Dumont.
“My paintings will have some sort of
Indigenous teaching. That’s always

been my purpose, to teach people about
our culture, traditions, and way of life.”
Dumont has had a relatively short
career as a full-time artist – she started
in 2014, after a career in Alberta’s oil
and gas industry – but has had some
impressive achievements in that time.
She opened her own gallery, has shown
in dozens of shows, both solo and in
groups, and has marketed her work
around the world.

Born in Chilliwack, Dumont moved
back to BC last year, settling in the
remote community of Ferguson, a ghost
town north of Trout Lake. Life off the
grid proved a little more challenging
than needed for an artist trying to
grow an online and bricks-and-mortar
business, so now she’s building a home
in Galena Bay.
However, between living in an RV
during construction and COVID-19, it’s
proven a challenge to try to get work
finished for her first local show.
“I’m building a house, and we really
want to move in,” she says, laughing.
So Dumont says her Studio
Connexion show will be a combination
of new works with some older material,
giving visitors an opportunity to glimpse
her changing artistic style over the last
few years.
Dumont is a landscape artist, and
while the subject material is familiar
– rivers, mountains, wildlife and
vegetation, her style is very much unique.
She started as a realist painter, but
over the intervening years has developed
a unique blended style, combining
washes of paint and linework, layered
over using pointillism – thousands of
small dots of paint that collectively build
up larger pictures.
“I’m finding now my paintings have
a 3-D effect because of the realism style
coming through,” she says.
Dumont’s pointillistic style also
echoes traditional First Nations beadwork
– something she recognized early on.
“I just love the fact that when you
look at it from a distance, it looks like
beadwork, but when you go up close,
it’s ‘oh, it’s paint!’” she says.
Her work has also become more
painstaking to do. A small piece can take
50 hours to paint.

“I started with one layer of dots, and
that’s effective – it looks great. But now
they contain three, four or five layers of
dots, and that’s what really creates that
depth now,” she says.
“And I’m still learning.”
She’s built on that emerging style to
connect even further with her Aboriginal
heritage – and introduce others to the
rich cultural traditions of the Onion Lake

Cree Nation she was born into. She uses
modern tools like holding online classes,
where she uses seven of her paintings as
examples of Seven Sacred Teachings.
The program is popular with schools and
organizations alike.
She’ll be showing a collection
of new and older works at Studio
Connexion Fine Art Gallery in Nakusp
from June 22 to July 10.

Ancestors Footsteps, by Delree Dumont. This piece was commissioned by TC Energy for their
Truth and Reconciliation Report cover.

Affordable housing projects approved
in Kaslo, New Denver, Slocan
continued from page 1
announced that it will contribute
funding to all projects in the Basin
that have recently been approved by
BC Housing. These include Kaslo,
New Denver, Slocan, Fruitvale,
Aq’am (St. Mary’s Indian Band),
Sparwood and Valemount.
A total of 47 new projects
have been selected through this
second intake of the Building
BC: Community Housing Fund
(CHF). The intake will provide
approximately 2,455 rental homes for
individuals, families, seniors, people
with disabilities and Indigenous
peoples throughout the province.
More than 1,000 of the new homes
will be for Indigenous individuals,

families and Elders.
These projects have 50% of
units for households with incomes
up to $64,000, 30% of units for
households with incomes up to
approximately $74,000, and 20% of
units for households with very low
incomes (including those on income
or disability assistance).
The Community Housing Fund
is part of the BC NDP government’s
10-year $7-billion housing plan. It is
an investment of $1.9 billion to build
more than 14,000 affordable rental
homes for moderate- and low-income
families and individuals. Three and
a half years in, more than 8,600 of
these homes are already open, under
construction or in development.

Erika Bird (president of Kaslo Housing Society), Aimee Watson (RDCK Director Area D), Suzan
Hewat (Mayor of Kaslo) and Ian Dunlop (Kaslo CAO) are happy that the society’s affordable
housing project has been chosen to proceed.

Second dose clinics coming soon
by Jan McMurray
The second dose of the
COVID-19 vaccine is coming soon
to a community near you.
Immunization clinics have been
scheduled for Kaslo at JV Humphries
School on June 28 and 29; in Nakusp
at the community complex July 7-10;

in Silverton at the Memorial Hall
June 24-25; and Slocan Park Hall
July 8 and 9.
Register for COVID-19 vaccine
notifications online at gov.bc.ca/
getvaccinated, by phone (1-833838-2323) or in person at a Service
BC office.
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BC Heritage Awards for Robert Inwood and Peter Jonker
by Jan McMurray
BC Heritage Awards were
announced at Heritage BC’s annual
conference last month, and two
local residents were on the list of
recipients.
Robert Inwood from Winlaw
was given the Heritage Professional
Lifetime Achievement Award, and
Peter Jonker from Meadow Creek
received the Distinguished Service
Award.

Internment Memorial Centre.
In the 1980s, Inwood managed
mainstreet projects in Nelson, Rossland
and Revelstoke through the Heritage
Area Revitalization Program. He has
also contributed design guidelines for
dozens of communities.
“I feel quite honoured to have
been selected for this award for my
work in the heritage field and would
acknowledge that it has been very
enjoyable to work with hundreds of
individuals and groups over the years
who have a passion for preserving
and enhancing our province’s historic
resources,” Inwood said.
The Lifetime Achievement Award
recognizes individuals who have made
a career-long, cumulative impact
and contribution to the practice and
understanding of heritage.

the society’s president, for the
Distinguished Service Award.
This award recognizes long-time
volunteers for their significant
contributions and leadership in their
communities.
For over 20 years, Jonker
has played an active role in the
preservation of artifacts and stories
in the Lardeau Valley. Key projects
he has supported in his presidency

include the restoration of the Billy
Clark Cabin, the Carson Cabin, and
the repatriation of the Carson Steam
Donkey.
“Of course I feel honoured to be
recognized for providing leadership,
but our success in nurturing the
L a r d e a u Va l l e y M u s e u m ’s
development is to be credited to
many people and agencies,” said
Jonker. “Not only do we have a

dedicated and hard-working board of
directors, but there are also numerous
other community members who
willingly volunteer their time and
artifacts. And, to be sure, we can
achieve not a single element of our
mission without funds and other
support so generously provided by
several organizations. The museum
truly is, and should be, an ongoing
community engagement project.”

It pays to
advertise in the
Valley Voice!!!
Call toll free
1-833-501-1700 for
details

valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

Support the
Valley Voice
with a voluntary
subscription

Robert Inwood

Nominated by St. Andrew’s United
Church in Kaslo, Inwood is a Design
Professional and Heritage Consultant
who has been involved in many heritage
projects throughout the region, such as
St. Andrew’s Church, Kaslo City Hall
building, the Langham, the Nakusp
Rail Society’s Brouse Creek Station
House, the SS Moyie, and the Nikkei

Only $5-$50
Peter Jonker

The Lardeau Valley Historical
S o c i e t y n o m i n a t e d J o n k e r,

Send Cheque or Money Order
to: Valley Voice, Box 70,
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
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THANK YOU, PAT & PEGGY!
We’ll miss you
Welcome to the new owner of
Mountain Valley Station in Slocan.
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OPINION

Open letter to
Premier Horgan

I listened patiently during your
Forestry Revitalization speech hoping
to hear some positive news to address
the ‘old growth’ forest issue. I heard
none. You and your government have
missed your opportunity to make positive
changes in this regard. Instead you have
passed the burden to protect ‘old growth
forests’ on to those who are willing to
sacrifice being arrested. I wish you would
reconsider your government’s position
on old growth harvesting.
Michael Jones
Kaslo

Reflecting on
what really
matters

The last issue of the Valley Voice had
several articles and letters which shared
a theme: ordinary citizens lamenting
the loss of something they value in their
lives (a peaceful lifestyle on a back road
in Kaslo, a beautiful landscape above
New Denver, an unpaved walking path
to Slocan Lake, a clean and dependable
water supply for a community in Nakusp,
wild animal habitat and the old growth
forest in BC). These losses come about
because we are hurtling forward on a
juggernaut of more, more, more. More
use of finite resources, more speeding
vehicles, more stuff to buy. Every one of
us, and especially the people in power,
need to sit down and make a silent
appraisal of what really matters in life.
This includes love and inner peace, both
of which are free.
Definition of ‘juggernaut’: a massive
inexorable force, campaign, movement,
or object that crushes whatever is in its
path.
Helen Davis
New Denver

vaccine, not knowing the long-term
side effects? Calling these emergency
use vaccines safe and to say the benefits
outweigh the risks is misleading
and dangerous information. Vaccine
promoters utilize fear and ignorance
rather than informed consent in their
efforts to increase vaccine uptake. Their
goal is compliance, not consent.
The US government has awarded
more than $4.2 billion for vaccine
injuries since 1989. According to
Robert F. Kennedy Jr., founder of
Children’s Health Defense, this would
represent only 1% of those deserving
compensation.
Is it right to injure or kill innocent
people in order to hypothetically save a
greater number of people? In the case of
COVID, the greater number is the elderly
with severe, underlying conditions.
By granting immunity to the vaccine
industry from liability for any injury
caused by their products, we have not
only given a licence to injure and kill, but
a licence to print money. Why wouldn’t
Big Pharma attempt to vaccinate every
living person on the planet with as many
vaccines as possible? It makes you
wonder of the 16 vaccines (soon to be
17) they give BC children, how many are
actually necessary? Probably none, when
considering risk over benefits.
The cozy relationship of government
and vaccine industry has allowed this
assault on our children to materialize.
Yet we the masses sit with sleepy eyes
allowing this crime against humanity
to unfold.
“The world is a dangerous place to
live, not because of the people who are
evil, but because of the people who don’t
do anything about it.” (Albert Einstein)
Bill White
Passmore

Reply to: Koots
statues article
Hey experts, leave correction and
those kids alone clarification
Who would vaccinate a beautiful,
innocent child with an experimental

Sexual abuse in our physical form
that results in sensitivity to exposed
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KASLO HOTEL IS OPEN –

Now open from 11:30 am Wednesday to Sunday, CLOSED
Monday & Tuesday. Ask about our Happy Hour Specials.
www.kaslohotel.com 250-353-7714

The Ingrid Rice cartoon is a satirical look at current events in politics and is sponsored by the Kaslo Hotel. The Hotel does not necessarily share the political views of the artist.

skin surfaces may be a symptom of
sexual abuse spiritually. The reason I
mention this is that in my life, I used to
skinny dip without much issue. However,
through this spiritual war, I have become
increasingly sensitive to having my skin
exposed, especially the lower portion of
my body. At times, when I am feeling
really sensitive, I walk out of the house
thinking I am missing a cover for my
eyes. And so, the symptoms are real, in
that we experience emotionally what has
happened to us not only physically, but
also spiritually.
To the Koots artist collective:
I suggest that until people become
fully aware of what is happening to us
spiritually, then any sensitivity towards
the exposed skin surfaces of the statues
should be deemed as a symptom of what
is happening to us, because for some
people it may be the only symptom they
have. The statues also serve as a reminder
of what is happening in our forests.
I would also like to commend the
Koots collective member who submitted
on May 20 the comments regarding
Zeta’s comment about the statues since
it clued me in to realizing there is indeed
a large safety issue that needs to be fully
understood before even considering
covering them at this time.
For more information regarding this

spiritual war, please visit me at the Kaslo
Saturday Market.
Tamara Balla
Kaslo

Open letter to
Ministry of
Transportation
and Infrastructure

I am writing to register my
opposition to paving the Kaslo South
Road. I live adjacent to the ‘Back Road’
and am subject to the noise and dust
from traffic on the road. Over the years,
traffic has significantly increased, far too
many view the road as a quick shortcut
into Kaslo that allows for speeding and
tossing of cups and cans, along with
other ‘blown’ trash. Although not posted,
many, particularly those with loud
and poorly installed exhaust systems,
believe that the 80 km speed limit is the
minimum target regardless of the road
condition.
Many of the local residents use
the road for pedestrian traffic as well
as riding horses and bicycles. Children
must be hyper alert when walking or
riding. And, those of us whose mobility
and hearing are diminishing with age
who enjoy walking on the Back Road
are in jeopardy from careless drivers,
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as well. Most residences also have dogs
who also use the road. At the south end,
by the Aldinger farm, there is a large
herd of elk, numerous deer and many
bears who also use the road. Another
farm along the road allows their cattle to
graze and wander the road. The ministry
has not fenced the road to protect the
animals. This is a residential street, not
an alternate highway.
Recycled asphalt is proposed as the
new surfacing material, but conversations
with MOTI personnel inform that it is not
a surface suitable to high traffic volumes
and yet the resurfacing will present an
attractive speedway.
Dust control, drainage, roadside
vegetation control and maintenance costs
can all be controlled through means other
than paving.
The stated practice of not consulting
with the local users is particularly
egregious and should be modified or best,
discontinued. Good communication,
consultation and collaboration with the
local community goes a long way in
resolving top down/bottom up conflicts.
Thank you for your attention to this
matter and hopefully reconsideration of
this proposed project.
M. L. Thomson
Kaslo

It’s always
about money

Regarding the Old Growth Massacre
currently taking place at Fairy Creek on
Vancouver Island, I’ve been reading
much commentary from well-informed,
concerned citizens wanting the BC
NDP to put a stop to this senseless floral
carnage. Many have called for a change
in government. On this sentiment I can
certainly concur. Horgan came in on a
promise to protect our old growth and
has since knelt full-time to his industry
masters… like the Liberals before him.
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continued from page 4
So, who shall we vote in next to
save the province? The Greens? The
Conservatives? If we could be assured
that whichever incoming party would
in fact uphold the best interests of the
people and not those of their corporate
masters, a Rhinoceros Party would
suffice for all I care.
Unfortunately, when the political
system is corrupted from the inside,
voting in a new party simply starts a
fresh cycle of corporate-funded influence
peddling. I am not claiming to have
the answer. I am simply pointing out
a challenge we all are aware of, need
to discuss openly and work to rectify.
I used to be employed as a shill inside
this corrupt system in the office of a
provincial health minister. From that
vantage point, I watched a non-stop
revolving door of lobbyists visit to grease
the government wheels. It was never
about health. It was always about money.
Fairy Creek is no different.
Michael Huber
Peachland

Big boat blues

Incredibly, this title with its
unfinished letter has been ‘on my
desk’ for well over a year now. (So
much mud to ‘wade through’! Ah, if
it were only real mud -– cool, squishy,
known) when a flashback hit me
from years ago boarding a ferry to
Nanaimo bound for Carmanah with
my college students. “Don’t rock the
boat, Daphne!” a student called out
in jest because they knew me as a
‘boat rocker’. I looked down at my
feet. Nope. No rocking this boat. And
this enduring surprise and metaphor
flooded into my mind when I first
saw Dr. Bonnie Henry and Adrian
Dix launch their, “Holy shit! This is
crazy but we gotta do this.” And so,
last year followed. (Yuck.)
I don’t do vaccines/drugs lightly.
But this ‘boat’ was /is a supertanker
and it’s called 8 billion people on the
lovely little planet Earth. (Read Paul
Erlich’s Population Bomb, 1968). If
we were 2 or 3 billion it’d be very
different. But supertankers are really
hard to stop! Way harder to turn
around! Certain things we can stop:
hatred in the Gaza Strip, cutting of our
last old growth, abuse of international
civil rights by selfish fascist countries.
But we can’t turn the population
around. We need to coax it out of its
crazy place near self-destruction. We
can guide, educate and if some of us
live simply, others can simply live.
Yeah: a flotilla of boats alongside the
supertanker to steer it. Now, making
haste slowly, as they say. As alert
and strong as we can be to save good
water, clean air. Who the heck needs
to go to Palm Springs every year or
buy new clothes or stuff constantly
anyway. The strongest factor in our
salvation will be the unity of clear
thinking, peace loving minds.
Not resigned but afloat, and
singing the big boat blues, hopefully
with friends!
Daphne Fields
Slocan

Response to T.
Orlando

In your June 3 letter to the editor,
you’ve cited the Vaccine Adverse
Event Reporting System (VAERS) has
having reported 3,410 deaths from the
COVID-19 vaccine. You’ve helpfully
included a link, which I typed into my
browser, and read through. The numbers
you quoted indeed check out on that link;
however, there is a big disclaimer about
how to interpret these data.
It’s important to find good sources
(VAERS and the CDC are such), but it’s
also important to understand what the
data means, how it is collected, what
are the biases etc. In many cases this
requires legwork and additional research,
and not a small amount of statistics
understanding. However, in this case,
it’s very easy – just read the link you
yourself posted, which says, verbatim:
“VAERS accepts reports of adverse
events and reactions that occur following
vaccination. Healthcare providers,
vaccine manufacturers, and the public
can submit reports to VAERS. While
very important in monitoring vaccine
safety, VAERS reports alone cannot be
used to determine if a vaccine caused or
contributed to an adverse event or illness.
The reports may contain information that
is incomplete, inaccurate, coincidental,
or unverifiable. Most reports to VAERS
are voluntary, which means they are
subject to biases. This creates specific
limitations on how the data can be used
scientifically. Data from VAERS reports
should always be interpreted with these
limitations in mind.”
And this is just the first paragraph.
The rest of the page is dedicated to a
detailed explanation about the potential
hazards of using this data to draw any
meaningful conclusions about vaccine
safety. Here is the link again, for anyone
who wishes to verify this: https://perma.
cc/9MVE-T89B. Using these data like
you did is akin to reporting the number
of Sasquatch sightings from an internet
database of such (no joke: http://bfro.net/
gdb/), and drawing conclusions about
their population trends. I am not saying
anything about the Sasquatch, but it’s
the same quality of data – preliminary,
unverified, biased, anecdotal, inaccurate
and in many cases unverifiable.
Your submission closes with “Look
at the numbers and look beyond.” I
would second that, and respectfully ask
you to practice what you preach.
Y. Hager
Slocan

Talbot Creek fire

There are people who would like
you to believe this was caused by a
lightning strike. A lightning strike is an
act of God. The following three things
might convince you otherwise:
1. God does not send the Ministry
of Forests to decide how the fire is to be
managed in the weeks and days before
the fire happens.
2. God does not send a black
helicopter to plan where he is to make
lightning strikes. This helicopter
flew the two days before the fire and
everywhere it flew, a fire started. It spent

a lot of time in Talbot Creek. There
was no identification on this helicopter.
According to my optometrist, I see better
than 85% of people, but even with good
quality binoculars, there was no visible
identification. However, if you are
using a helicopter to start fires, you do
not want to be identified. The activity
of this helicopter was reported to the
former Minister of Forests the morning
the fires started.
3. In late afternoon the day before
the fire, there was a large jet plane in low,
slow flight from north to south spraying
something into the air, like a crop duster.
Was this something to ensure a lightning
storm? Some people said there was also
lightning in Enterprise Creek. Enterprise
is due north of Talbot Creek where the
plane came from.
The BC Forest Service would have
had two bulldozers on that fire in 12
hours and the fire would have been out
in 36 hours. The BC Forest Service
fought forest fires. The BC Ministry of
Forests manages wildfires. There were
roads all over that mountainside. Were
helicopters even necessary, especially
to the tune of millions and millions of
dollars? Followed shortly afterwards
by little children at the Children’s
Hospital in Vancouver begging for
money (donations) at Christmas time.
A full public inquiry needs to be held
with regard to this fire. If poor judgement
is determined, that is one thing, and
if it was a question of judgement,
then termination without severance
or pension is in order. If this was to
transfer millions and millions of dollars
into select ‘pockets,’ then some people
should be in jail.
The facts speak for themselves (cost
and acres burned). Helicopters are the
least effective, most expensive way to
manage wildfires. Would heli-tourism
survive without fires? Is there any tourist
activity that creates a larger carbon
footprint per capita?
Ed Varney
Winlaw

Worth more
standing

Thank you to Frances Swan, project
manager at NACFOR, who told the
Nelson Star that “some timber harvesting
was always a possibility under the 2018
Nakusp Community Wildfire Protection
Plan.” This confirms that from the
beginning, the forestry industry planned
to use the excuse of fire mitigation to
get into watersheds where the last of
the mature trees are. The money is in
these big trees and because it is now
a timber harvest, they can still claim
that they are not making money from
fire mitigation. It is all in the wording
and unfortunately people only hear the
wording Frances wants them to hear.
Box Mountain watershed was never a
catastrophic wildfire risk. It was/is about
timber harvesting.
“The goal is to selectively log
parts of the mountain to open up the
stand, open up the crowns to reduce
the likelihood of a crown fire,” Frances
said, adding that 50% of the trees would
be retained, and that fuel mitigation
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work – limbing, clearing undergrowth
and deadfall, all done by hand – would
follow.
Using machines in selective logging,
how many trees will be mowed down
to reach the selected tree? Timber
harvesting 50% of the trees, opening
up the stand, opening up the crowns
actually promotes the possibility
of a catastrophic wildfire let alone
contributing a huge amount to climate
change. At NACFOR’s open house,
after I shared Suzanne Simard’s Box
Mountain Assessment, I was told that
NACFOR did their science but Frances
denied me a copy of that report, even
though Katrine Conroy’s office stated
NACFOR would be sharing all their
reports.
According to Suzanne: “Box
Mountain is at a low risk of fire.”
“There is no evidence of bark beetles in
the Douglas fir.” “Based on results from
the Mother Tree Project, published in
scientific journals (e.g. Simard et al.
2021), the carbon content of these forests
is at the high end for interior forests.”
“The forest is also at the high end for
biodiversity in BC forests and includes
a number of old-growth-dependent or
old-growth-associated species.”
Permits require documentation,
and my understanding is that in the
history of logging, no one has written
a document that goes against what the
logging companies require to satisfy the
government, for fear of losing further
employment in forestry.
We need to bring in the ecosystem
scientists like Suzanne Simard and
the wildfire professionals, who have
no mercenary involvement, not the
specialists who support the logging
industry or the elected officials who may
have a conflict of interest.
I agree with Taryn Skalbania of
Forest March BC “that licencees cut trees
down for the fastest and the most profits,
not for safety, goodwill, social licence,
but $$$$ and certainly not to protect
communities from wildfire.”
Forests like Box Mountain actually
prevent catastrophic wildfires and the
big trees, “Mother Trees” support the
biodiversity of the forest. This forest will
save our community and is worth more
left standing.
Barbara Whyte
Nakusp

It’s the end of
the day and I do
not want it

In January, I found out that Box
Mountain was to be logged. I visited
NACFOR’s website to look at the
proposed fuel management map for
Unit 6. Wow, this looked to be a
commercial harvest map. 50% stem
removal, not picking up pine cones
and sticks. I contacted Hugh Watt from
True North Forestry and was told not
to worry, it was early days. If it was
early days, why had seven of the eight
assessments already been done? Why
had no one contacted me?
The Community Wildfire
Protection Plan was prepared by

NACFOR and funded by the Province’s
Strategic Wildfire Protection Initiative,
RDCK, Village of Nakusp, NACFOR
and CBT. This program relies on data
from Wildland Urban Interface Risk
Class Maps found at www2.gov.bc.ca.
If you look closely, it seems to rate
almost every area, even the middle
of a field with not a tree in sight, as
moderate to high risk. But the most
alarming fact is found in the disclaimer.
“It is intended to provide a strategic
level analysis of many different factors
that contribute to wildfire threats, but
it is not intended to represent absolute,
site specific values. The BC Wildfire
Service makes no warranties or
guarantees either expressed or implied
as to the completeness, accuracy or
correctness of data, nor accept any
liability arising from any incorrect,
incomplete or misleading information
contained therein.”
Our group, Protectors of Box
Mountain Watershed, reached out
to Suzanne Simard, registered
professional forester, professor of
forest ecology at UBC and the author
of Finding the Mother Tree. Her
assessment of Unit 6 stated dominant
trees were 150 to 200 years old, of high
value ecologically. The understory is
predominantly deep moss layer with
very little understory mid-canopy
shrubs or trees. This and the north
aspect and presence of multiple
ephemeral streams indicate it as a low
risk for fire. The carbon content and
biodiversity are high.
Simard’s assessment indicated
there is low risk of fire but high value
for biodiversity. Even the RDCK’s
Community Wildfire Protection Plan
states the wildfire risk within Unit
6 is believed to be lower than many
other units proposed around Nakusp
and area.
At NACFOR’s open house, Hugh
Watt stated that he considers residents
of Crescent Bay as stakeholders in this
project. He also states that NACFOR
has no legal arrangements, just informal
relationships, with the RDCK and
Interfor. That the logging of Box
Mountain is not for profit, and that at the
end of the day, it’s a community forest
and if the community does not want this
to happen, it won’t. I take it he means
the community of Crescent Bay, whose
members will be directly affected and
could face the loss of their drinking
water, not the Village of Nakusp.
If NACFOR only has informal
arrangements with the RDCK and
Interfor and are not in this for the
money, I as a stakeholder will hold you
to your word. It is at the end of the day.
I do not want you to log Box Mountain
Watershed.
Cindy Schroff
Crescent Bay
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Krestova water users face big bill for system upgrades
by John Boivin, Local
Journalism Initiative reporter
Water users in the Krestova
Improvement District may
have to spend nearly $4 million
to upgrade their aging and
inadequate water system.
“I know there’s a lot of
people who are going to take
a step back at the cost,” says
KID board chair Joe Shaw.
“But the thing they need to
know is if we don’t do it our
way, someone is going to come
in and do it their way and it’s
going to be twice as much as
our proposal.”
A consultant recommended
massive upgrades to the water
system in a 2020 report looking
into what can be done to get the
Crescent Valley community’s
system up to modern health
standards.
“The KID water system is
old and is in need of significant
improvements to meet growing
demand and drinking water
quality guidelines,” says a
report by WSA Engineering in
Castlegar for the Improvement
District.
“The challenges faced by
the KID are many and varied.”
Outdated system
Those problems are indeed
numerous. Users have been on
an Interior Health-mandated
Boil Water Notice for about a
decade, and as long as there is
no treatment or disinfection of
the surface water sources the
KID draws from, it’s going to
remain in effect.
Water quality isn’t the
only issue. The community
is growing and the system
struggles to meet current
demand, the report also says.
The creeks run dry in the
summer and the system’s small
reservoirs stagnate and grow

algae.
“There is no spare capacity
for more service connections.
Pressures vary across the
gravity-charged distribution
network and the system does
not have sufficient storage or
sufficiently sized water mains
to provide fire protection,” the
report adds.
The system also trespasses
on private property in some
areas.
If all that wasn’t enough,
the reservoirs up the mountain
use earthen berms to increase
the system’s capacity. But
now the berms “present flood
hazards to the community
and require monitoring and
maintenance to preserve their
integrity,” the report states.
“The Deputy Inspector of
Dikes with the BC Ministry of
the Environment has identified
these berms as presenting a
flood hazard to the community
and has encouraged the
KID to develop a plan to
decommission them,” the
consultant notes.
The solution is a new
underground water source,
better water treatment, and
improved distribution system,
at a rough estimated cost of
more than $3.7 million. But
that’s a hefty ticket price for
just 74 water users on the
system – nearly $50,000 each.
But the chair of the
Krestova Improvement
District says they really have
no choice. If the problems
aren’t addressed, Shaw says
the local health authority may
just impose the work on them.
“It’s a very expensive price
tag,” he says. “But at the end
of the day, we are pressured
so badly by Interior Health
that you have to have potable

water, water ready to drink out
of the tap, or Interior Health
will not leave you alone.”
“If you don’t comply with
what they want to see, then
they could potentially take
over and if you’re not doing
anything towards getting it
done yourself, they could
hire someone to do the work
at twice that amount. They’ll
just impose a tax to pay for it.”

Phased approach

So the consultant suggests
taking the project in phases.
The first phase is to drill a test
well to see if the underground
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aquifer has the capacity and
quality to use as a source for
the system. That will cost about
$112,000.
A site has been chosen for
the test well, which will be
drilled sometime this summer.
The system is also going to
continue to meter water use to
get a better handle on demand.
Phase two, at $3.2 million,
has the big ticket items. The
test well would be converted
into the main operational well,
and a second well drilled as a
back-up. There would be a well
pump-house, above-ground

storage reservoir, an access
road, and replacement and/or
extension of water mains to
increase service capability. Fire
hydrants would be installed
along new distribution mains,
and the earthen berms would be
decommissioned. Trespassing
infrastructure would either
be abandoned or easements
established to allow for KID
access and maintenance.
Phase three would see
the completion of phase two
upgrades mainly for fire service
protection.
The KID has published a

notification that it intends to
drill the test well this summer.
If that’s successful, they’ll
start planning the next phase
of the project. They’ll look for
grants to support the project,
and will likely hold community
consultations to keep water
users up to date with what’s
happening with their system.
“I just hope people realize
we have everyone’s best
interest at heart,” says Shaw.
“A lot of community members
are going to be put off by the
price tag. But it’s this or double,
when it’s forced on you.”

permits for the project would
have been issued. Like many
organizations facing pressure
from skyrocketing building
supply prices, Periwinkle is
hoping to get work done now
to keep costs down.
“We’re very much hoping
to complete this before the
end of construction season
this year,” she says. The
new addition will allow a
reconfiguration of the
children’s cubby spaces,
safety improvements to the
100-year-old building, and
new furniture.
That scaled-down
expansion will allow for a
little more capacity – 16 or
20 children, instead of the
current 12. That will have

other growth effects – the
daycare would be able to
expand service to five days a
week from the current three,
and hire another full-time
or some part-time child care
workers to allow it to take in
more children.
But even modest
improvements like the ones
being planned don’t come
cheap. Reeg-Smith says the
daycare board has decided to
raise another $100,000 to help
pay for the work. So they’ve
put a fundraising auction up on
the web and a crowd-funding
page on Canada Helps.
Heike hopes the village
will rally behind the daycare
as it did for the library, which
recently raised enough money

to pay for its share of a land
purchase for a new building.
“We’re really hoping,” she
says. “We really haven’t done
any community fundraising
before this, so we’re hoping
the community, which is
always asking for more child
care spaces, will be able to
contribute and enjoy the things
that are being offered on the
auction.”
Yo u c a n v i s i t t h e
daycare’s donation page at
https://www.periwinklekaslo.
ca/fundraising.html, check
out auction items on their
Facebook page, or visit
its Canada Helps page at
https://www.canadahelps.
org/en/charities/periwinklechildrens-centre-kaslo/.

submitted
Karen Kornelsen is the
new Slocan Valley Small
Business Support Advisor.
This one-year position
will see Karen working with
the Slocan Valley Economic
Development Partnership
to implement its business
retention and expansion
program, alongside Economic
Development Coordinator
Ron LeBlanc.
“With Karen onboard, we
will have a greater capacity
to support local businesses,
particularly in response to the
strange new world we find
ourselves in,” LeBlanc said.
“Karen’s skills, experience,
enthusiasm and big heart
makes her a natural fit for
the role.”
Beginning this summer,
Karen will be reaching out to
business owners, following up
on a recent business survey.
She will help match their
specific needs with available
programs, and lend a hand
where needed.
There will be more onthe-ground work done to
advance the Shop Slocan
Valley campaign, explore
business cross-promotions
and find more ways to support
home-based businesses and
professionals. Karen will
also manage the website and

social media content for the
Slocan Valley Economic
Development Partnership.
“The Slocan Valley has
a vibrant business ecosystem
filled with passionate business
owners, artists, makers, remote
workers, and people living and
working off the land,” adds
Karen. “I am thrilled and
honoured to put my skills to
work to assist Slocan Valley
communities and businesses in
accessing support, connecting
them to resources, bridging
gaps and making a difference
in their livelihoods.”
Karen is the owner of Peak

to Moon Creative, a business
focused on helping businesses
with digital marketing and
copywriting. She most recently
worked for the Kootenay
Association of Science and
Technology (KAST) and the
Nelson Innovation Centre,
supporting and connecting
local businesses. She has
called the Slocan Valley her
community for over 10 years.
The Small Business
Support Advisor position is
funded by the Economic Trust
of the Southern Interior’s Rural
Business and Community
Recovery Program.

Kaslo daycare raising funds and moving ahead with expansion plans
by John Boivin, Local
Journalism initiative reporter
K a s l o ’s P e r i w i n k l e
Daycare has launched a
fundraising campaign to
start work on the expansion
of its facility to allow it to
provide child care to more
local families.
“It’s ambitious, but
sometimes you have to be
ambitious,” says Heike ReegSmith, the daycare’s manager
and lead Early Childhood
Educator.
Periwinkle had gone after a
grant from the provincial New
Spaces program last year to
allow it to expand its services
in Kaslo. That application for
$370,000 to add 15 spaces
was turned down, however,
despite the fact the village
has fewer daycare spaces than
needed (see ‘Kaslo daycare’s
expansion plans fail to meet
funder’s test,’ Valley Voice,
October 22, 2020).
“That put an end to our
very ambitious large plan,”
says Reeg-Smith, “however,
we never gave up.”
The daycare has managed
some improvements since the
application was denied, using
its reserve funds. A new fence
has added more outdoor space
for the children.
“It’s supportive of our
COVID procedures of
spending a lot of time outside,”
she says, and the donation
of some child-sized picnic
tables has allowed even more
activity. “We can eat outside,
do crafts outside, we can be
pretty much living outside,
which is great.”
They’ve also continued to
work on plans to expand the
indoor space. Now they’ve
approached architects to draw
up a modest expansion to the
building itself.
“ We a l r e a d y h a d a
substantial contribution
from the Columbia Basin
Trust, Kootenay Savings and
Western Financial,” says
Reeg-Smith. “We have raised
just short of $100,000 for an
overall budget.”
By press time, ReegSmith had hoped the building

Slocan Valley business advisor hired

Karen Kornelsen is the new Slocan Valley Small Business Support Advisor.
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Should motorboats be banned on the Slocan River? This woman says yes
by John Boivin, Local
Journalism Initiative reporter
A Slocan Valley woman’s
drive to save the Slocan River
from motorized boat traffic
started one day when she was
on the water with her then
14-year-old son.
“He said, ‘Mom, why are
people motorboating on this
river? That’s not right.’ And
I said, ‘well, we should do
something about it,’” says Judy
McMahon.
That ‘something’ will likely
Are you passionate about
community service?
Nakusp Rotary may have a place
for you!

Contact Sara Collinson for details.
saracoll@telus.net

turn out to be a long struggle
with regulators to control
how people can use the river.
McMahon – who has lived in
the valley 16 years – worries
that with tourism development
and population increase, the
river could see more people
zooming up and down the
shallow river in powerful
watercraft.
“It’s not the old ‘tinners’
that have been going up and
down the river for the last 50
years that’s the problem,” the
freelance photographer and
homeschooling mom says. “…
It’s what’s coming, and what
they don’t see, what could come
and has come in small numbers
already that’s the problem.
“I think it is unnecessary
to have motorboats, especially

Garden & Lawn
Fertilizers, Insecticides,
Bug Spray & Mosquito
Solutions

Large selection of fence posts,
gates & fencing!
– corral panels
Pet Food and Farm
Animal Feed

Peat
Moss
$19.99/bale

high-speed boats, going down
the Slocan River,” she adds. “I
think many people understand
the Slocan River is unique – its
hard to describe how special it
is. It feels like one of the last
rivers with clean water, and
lush wildlife on it, and that’s
the reason for me wanting to
do this.”
McMahon has seen it
happen before – on the Elk
River near Fernie. There, she
says, she had a ‘small role’ in
the local fight to keep powered
watercraft off a section of that
river.
Right now, there are no
laws prohibiting any kind of
motorized craft on the shallow,
winding, 60-kilometre Slocan
River – something most people
aren’t aware of, she says, which
has helped.
“Many people think there
are restrictions, and thank
goodness – that’s kept the
river quiet till now,” she told
the Valley Voice. “But in fact
there is no designation for
non-motorized. However,

there is a 10 km/hour speed
restriction, and from what I’ve
seen, the motorboat users aren’t
following it.”
That’s created conflicts
between other users of the
river – people paddling, floating
down the river on tubes, or
swimming. McMahon has set
up an online survey and says
survey respondents have told
her of numerous instances
where they had problems with
motorized vehicles. Over 200
surveys have been completed,
she says, and they are almost
unanimous in their concern.
“So many people feel the
river should be non-motorized.
While it’s infrequent at this
point, we know that tourism…
you can’t even predict how
quickly people flock to a
place once the word gets out.
Especially in these days of
social media, people like to
advertise the great things they
are doing.”
Certainly not everyone
agrees motorized boats should
be banned, but McMahon

says her survey showed
overwhelming support for the
idea.
But it can be a long way
from becoming a reality. She
says the federal Department
of Transport has to make the
ruling, and that can take years
– or even decades.
“It took one particular
lady 25 years to get a 10 km/
hour restriction on a section
of the Columbia River,” she
says. “We don’t have time like
that. Tourism is moving very
rapidly, and so is technology
in watercraft. By having a nonmotorized riverway, you’re
protecting the river from the
future, for the people who use
it for swimming, waterboarding,
kayaking.”
McMahon says she’s
at the earliest stages of this
drive to get protection for the
Slocan. The survey’s a good
start, but she needs to do more
research, draw up a report,
and distribute it to various
government departments and
interested parties. She’s also

contacting people like MP
Richard Cannings, to enlist his
support for the cause.
She says their effort will
focus on the safety aspects of
the problem.
“It is an environmental
issue, but it’s a safety issue as
well,” she says. “Safety is the
issue that’s going to be the
inflection point. If you talk
about people getting hurt, boom,
the government is going to
listen. If you talk about the otters
and fish and other waterfowl
or turbidity, well ‘hmm, that’s
going to take a while.’ We see
it all over the world.”
Though it may be a long
haul, she says she’s in it for
the duration. If you’d like to
get involved, or get a link to
the survey, you can contact
McMahon at judywolf2012@
yahoo.com
“We just want to protect the
river, the wildlife, the quality
of life along the river, either
for people or animals, and the
river itself, well into the future,”
she says.

submitted
During the pandemic, we
can be grateful for feel-good
stories, and the Slocan Valley
Community Legacy Society’s
recent AGM told such a tale.
As the Slocan Valley
Community Legacy Society
(SVCLS) celebrates its 10th
anniversary, it also celebrates
the growth of the Legacy
Fund.
The society distributes
the income from the Legacy
Fund to support local
community needs, activities
and projects, thereby
enriching and strengthening
our resilient, resourceful
and vital community and
environment.
2021 grant recipients
were announced at the AGM.
The projects funded this year
highlight the importance of
outdoor activity in our home
place. Grants were awarded
for WE Graham Community
School’s pollinator garden;
the Slocan Park Hall Society’s
outdoor ice rink (sponsored
by the Rural Alternatives
Research and Training
Society); the Valhalla Hills
Nordic Ski Club and the
North Slocan Trails Society’s
ski trail maintenance
equipment (sponsored by
Hills Recreation Society); the
Slocan Valley Heritage Trail
Society’s trail maintenance
equipment (sponsored by
the Village of Slocan); the
Valhalla Foundation for
Ecology’s wetland restoration;
and the Healthy Community
Society’s community events
(sponsored by Zion United
Church).
Legacy Fund grants

can be given to qualified
donees – registered charities,
municipalities and churches.
This year, five grants were
awarded to organizations that
were sponsored by qualified
donees. To show appreciation
for their sponsorship, the
SVCLS provided grants
to assist the sponsoring
organizations with the costs
of administering the grants.
The Granting Committee
also reported that in 2020, the
SVCLS was the conduit of
funds from the Community
Foundations of Canada (CFC).
CFC provided emergency
funds to local communities
to provide COVID relief,
especially related to mental
health. SVCLS adjudicated
applications from Kootenay
Art Therapy Institute, SQx
Danza, Hills Recreation
Society/New Denver Youth
Network, WE Graham
Community Services Society,
and the Kalein Hospice
Centre Society. The SVCLS
also administered funding
from RBC for a local youth
initiative.
Generous donations from
individuals provide ongoing
growth of the Legacy Fund,
which in turn creates more
funding available for grants.
There are two new ways
of giving – in memory of
someone or in honour of
someone. This is a great way
to acknowledge a personal
friend or family member,
express appreciation, or
celebrate a milestone event.
Donations can be a onetime occurrence or be set up
as a monthly contribution.
All donations qualify for

a charitable donation tax
receipt. Details can be found
at slocanvalleylegacy.com.
In addition to individual
donors, Kootenay Savings
Community Foundation
continues to play an important
role as a contributor to annual
granting funds.
Deep gratitude was
expressed at the SVCLS’s
AGM – to members and
donors, to the valley’s
volunteers and their good

works, to outgoing chair Alex
Berland, to retiring director
Barbara Curry Mulcahy to
incoming chair Val Mayes,
and to new board member
Ruth Hackett.
Yes, the SVCLS’s AGM
was a feel-good story of
gratitude, good intentions,
and good energy.
For additional information
about the Legacy Fund, visit
www.slocanvalleylegacy.
com.

by Leah Main
Silverton is on the eve
of a byelection for a mayor
and one councillor, so this is
a good opportunity to both
reflect back and look forward.
The last six months have
been full of changes and
challenges for Silverton
council, headlined by
the resignation of Mayor
Jason Clarke in December
and the untimely death of
Councillor Kerry Gordon in
February. Remaining council
members – Tanya Gordon,
Arlene Yofonoff and myself –
understood that our job was to
keep the Village functioning,
to continue with work already
planned, and to prepare for
the year ahead as required
by the Community Charter
and Local Government
Act, all during the ongoing
restrictions imposed by the
COVID-19 Pandemic.
I was appointed acting
mayor by council until a new
mayor is elected. We worked,
together with CAO Hillary
Elliott, to keep this ‘ship of
state’ moving forward. We

met all provincial deadlines
for budget and tax rates, and
developed a work plan for the
year that includes re-opening
the Lakeside Campground,
installing bearproof garbage
bins in some locations,
supporting development of
The Lift Co-Work space
and food hub, and ongoing
maintenance of Village
facilities and infrastructure.
Now we are preparing to
welcome one new councillor
– Clarence denBok, who
achieved his seat without
opposition – and a new mayor,
to be decided by election.
Our new council members
will have a steep learning
curve as they come on board,
to learn the ins and outs of
how a local government
operates, and what we can and
cannot do under the provincial
regulations that guide us.
We look forward to this
opportunity to bring new
perspectives to council, to
welcome our new members,
and to work collectively
to serve and support our
beautiful community.

Slocan Valley Community Legacy Society AGM

Sprinklers, hoses,
lawnmowers & weed
wackers in stock
Electrical
Supplies
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We are limiting people to 4 customers in the store at any one time

Manures & Potting Soils for all your Gardening Needs
Straw bales $13.00
Proper face masks are required
Open 9-5 Mon-Fri, 10-4 Sat, Closed Sunday

Four Seasons
Greenhouse & Nursery
Open 10-5 daily
5531 Slocan River Road, Winlaw
250-226-7254

Bedding plant SALE 35% off
all annuals
25% off
Hanging baskets
& planters
15% off Perennials
• Strawberries, Raspberries, Haskap & Goji berries,
many small fruits
• Wasabi & Horseradish roots
• 7 varieties of Blueberries $18.99/1 gallon pot
• Trees & Shrubs, unusual Evergreens
• Soil, Fertilizer, Landscape Fabric and manures

Your one-stop
shopping
nursery
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Rosebery neighbourhood gets FireSmart recognition
by Jan McMurray
The first neighbourhood in the
Slocan Valley to receive FireSmart
Canada Neighbourhood Recognition
is Rosebery south.
A celebration was held in
Rosebery on June 12 with a barbecue
and presentation – and a day of
raking and pruning with the help of
11 area youth.

“This is what you call a
community coming together,” said
RDCK Area H Director Walter
Popoff at the celebration, noting the
involvement of people of all ages in
the day’s activities.
Joel Hamilton, wildfire
mitigation supervisor at the RDCK,
congratulated the neighbourhood for
their “huge achievement.”

“This is what will protect homes
the most – what people are doing
beside their homes,” he said. “It’s
embers that burn down houses –
embers that land in the fine fuels you
have cleaned up today. So this is the
work that makes a huge difference.”
Rosebery resident Kay
Schweitzer took the lead on the
initiative in her neighbourhood,

The first neighbourhood in the Slocan Valley to receive FireSmart Canada Neighbourhood Recognition is Rosebery south.

Slocan Valley baseball thrives despite pandemic-shortened season
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
To riff off an old baseball-born
adage, “If you improve it, they will
come.”
At least, that’s the experience
of the Slocan Valley Baseball
Association, who spent the last year in
pandemic-induced sports suspension
working on improvements to their
home diamond in Slocan Park.
“Our goal was to reconstruct a
grass infield to help reduce the dust
and player injuries,” says Barry
Morris of the SVBA.

The refurbishment included
leveling out the infield, adding an
irrigation system, and reclamation.
Seventeen loads of soil, 700 feet of
irrigation pipe, 35 sprinkler heads
and over 500 volunteer hours,
starting last August, brought new
life to the diamond.
“We all felt a good start going
into the spring of 2021, if the health
restrictions eased up enough to allow
the ball program to continue,” says
the SVBA’s Craig Sapriken. In May
the Association was given the green
light to carry out a modified practice-

These Slocan Valley Baseball Association took the opportunity to refurbish its home diamond in
Slocan Park last season, while the baseball program was on hold due to the pandemic. Here’s
a photo of the diamond during construction.

Here’s a photo of the diamond after refurbishing.

and-play routine.
“We opened up the registration
with overwhelming participation!”
he told the Valley Voice. “Though
the season has been shortened, we
feel so grateful for the response and
positive feedback from the parents
and community!”
In fact, the league was able to
expand from six teams to seven,
adding another rookie/minor co-ed
team to meet demand. In all, 75
youth aged 5-14 were participating
in two T-ball teams, three rookie/
minor teams and two major teams,
with eight coaches and parent
volunteers.
Teams practiced once a week
and played ball on Sundays.
“In many ways, this was a trial
and error season and we thank
everyone for their patience and
understanding while working out
the bugs,” says Morris. “Thanks
most especially for the support
while doing our best to follow
and implement all the Health and
Safety Guidelines to ensure the ball
program continues.”

and formed a committee with her
neighbours. She contacted the
RDCK, which provides quite a
bit of support to communities that
want to work towards FireSmart
Recognition.
Hamilton explained that an
RDCK wildfire mitigation
specialist comes out and assesses
the neighbourhood for its wildfire
resilience, and then provides the
community champion or committee
with a report. If the committee
decides to move forward with the
recommended actions in the report,
they can apply for FireSmart Canada
Neighbourhood Recognition.
The RDCK offers funding to
support the administrative work
involved in applying for recognition,
Hamilton said, and to purchase
equipment like gloves, hand saws
and first aid kits. There is also a $500
grant available through FireSmart
BC.
The Rosebery committee was
able to access this support, as well
as to partner with the New Denver
and Area Youth Centre Society to
get some help from area youth.
With some COVID-related funding
received by the society, 11 youth
were hired to help with the Rosebery
clean-up.
Six loads of branches and debris
were taken to the transfer station
from the Rosebery event, and
Director Popoff promised to provide
the committee with a grant to cover
the tipping fees.
To m a i n t a i n F i r e S m a r t
Recognition, neighbourhoods
must update their plans every year.
Hamilton says the RDCK is happy
to review the updated plans.
“There is a lot to be gained
by working with us,” Hamilton
said. “Synergies can be created.
For example, if we know two
neighbourhoods are doing a similar
task, we can connect them so they
can share information.”

Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work,
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal
WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS

359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539
3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN
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Other communities working
on getting FireSmart Canada
Neighbourhood Recognition include
Vallican and Storbo Heights in Area
H (Slocan Valley) and Edgewood in
Area K (Arrow Lakes).
Thirteen neighbourhoods in the
RDCK have received FireSmart
Canada Neighbourhood Recognition
for their work in 2020, including
Johnsons Landing, Sunshine Drive,
Pineridge, Loki Lots, and Woodbury
in Area D (North Kootenay Lake)
and West Arrow Park and Dog Creek
in Area K (Arrow Lakes).
The RDCK also offers free
‘home ignition zone assessments’
to property owners in the region. A
wildfire mitigation specialist comes
to the home, does the assessment
and provides a report. A new grant
program this year through the RDCK
allows property owners who do
$1,000 worth of mitigation work as
recommended in the report to access
a $500 grant. Over 1,000 homes
in the RDCK have already been
assessed, Hamilton reported.
FireSmart support from the
RDCK is available to all communities
in the regional district except New
Denver, Silverton and Slocan,
which have programs through the
Slocan Integral Forestry Cooperative
(SIFCo), and Nelson, which also has
its own program.

COMMUNITY
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Neil Muth scholarship awarded to South Slocan student
submitted
Ti Loran from South Slocan
will receive the $2,500 Neil Muth
Memorial Scholarship to support
his studies.
The scholarship was established
in 2017 to honour Neil Muth,
Columbia Basin Trust’s President
and Chief Executive Officer from
2005 through 2016, who passed
away in November 2016. Neil
valued and supported perseverance
and continuous learning. He
encouraged his children, staff and
others to be curious, to seek their
own path, and to never give up.
The scholarship is awarded by
the Muth family, administered by

the Trust and made possible by
the generous donations of family,
friends, local governments and
organizations.
A rising basketball star,
Ti Loran’s goals are to play
professionally, or become a
basketball coach or personal
trainer after his post-secondary
studies. His love of sport and
commitment to basketball brought
him to kinesiology studies at the
University of British Columbia
Okanagan, which he hopes will
help him make a positive difference
in the world.
“First off, I’d like to thank
all the amazing people in my life

that have helped me get as far
as I have over the years. I’d also
like to thank the family of Neil
Muth and Columbia Basin Trust
for this amazing opportunity that
will help me pursue my passions
in post-secondary and beyond,”
said Ti. “With this scholarship, I
can focus on my schooling and
my passion to pursue basketball
at the post-secondary level, which
has been a dream of mine ever
since I was young. I have so
many things I want to accomplish
after high school, and having
this scholarship gets me one step
closer to achieving those goals,
so I am beyond thankful for this

opportunity. I can’t wait to see
what life after high school has in
store for me.”
Three other Columbia
Basin students who have shown
perseverance and triumphed
over adversity will also receive
the scholarship: Jet Noble from
Creston, Emjai Deschamps from
Revelstoke and Robert Tinney
from Creston.
“The stories of resilience from
these youth in the Basin are truly
inspiring. It has been a challenging
year to say the least, but we are
grateful to be able to support the
ambitions and educational journeys
of Jet, Ti, Emjai and Robert,” said

Cathy Muth, Neil’s wife. “We wish
them well in the years ahead and on
their career paths.”

Ti Loran from South Slocan will receive the
$2,500 Neil Muth Memorial Scholarship.

Thank you for supporting your local businesses!
The key to a thriving local economy throughout the pandemic and always

NAKUSP & AREA
Bon Marche Dollar Dollar

Open 9 am - 5 pm Monday to Saturday. Contactless debit/credit. Cleaning
protocols in place, customers reminded to social distance. Please wear a
mask in store.
Facebook: Bon Marche Dollar Dollar Nakusp
250-265-3644

Crescent Bay Construction Ltd.

Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-5 pm
Nitrile gloves must be put on (available beside the door) when entering and
discarded (beside the door) when leaving.
Phone orders and pick-up available. E-transfer payment available at cresbay@
telus.net • 250-265-3747

Kim’s Kustoms

Open regular hours, 8:30 am-5:30 pm
250-265-4012

Nakusp Glass

Open
Drop in, call or email to make an appointment.
250-265-3252, nakglass@telus.net

Nakusp Taxi

Pick-up and delivery of anything from licenced food, beverage and retail stores.
250-265-8222

Royal LePage Selkirk Realty

Open Mon-Fri 9:30 am - 4:30 pm with COVID-19 safety precautions in place.
Our agents are more than happy to help!
250-265-3635; Nakusp@royallepage.ca

Shon’s Bike - Ski - Stay

Mon-Sat, 9 am - 5:30 pm
Please drop off bike repairs to the rear entrance (in alley) of the shop. No
appointments are necessary for bike tune-ups. Our coffee shop and lounge
area is currently closed.
All 2019 bikes are on sale.
For all inquiries, call us as (250) 265-3332, email: info@shons.ca, website:
www.shons.ca, Facebook: Shon’s Bike - Ski - Stay.

Save-On-Foods

Open 8 am - 7 pm daily. Max customer limit in place. Please shop individually.
Bottle returns - up to 2 dozen max.
250-265-3662. Store Manager: Kira, Asst. Manager: Ryan

Studio Connexion Art Gallery

Open by appointment or by chance Tues-Sat 11 am-4 pm
250-265-8888; 203 Fifth Ave NW, Nakusp

Eagle Small Motors and Repairs

Monday 4-6 pm; Tuesday-Thursday 9 am-6 pm; Friday-Saturday 9 am-5 pm.
250-265-4911

KASLO & AREA
ACE Building Centre-Kaslo

Open 7:30-5 Mon-Sat, Open Sundays and most stat holidays 10-2
250-353-7628, kaslo.building@telus.net, www.kaslobuilding.com

Angry Hen Brewing Company

Open for patio and inside seating with off-sales for beer to go, 7 days a week!
Phone to pre-order or to arrange a ‘beer-it-forward’ delivery for a friend. 250353-7446, lounge@angryhenbrewing.com, Facebook, Instagram.

Cornucopia

Now open Mon-Sat, 9:30 - 5:30, closed Sunday
250-353-2594; cornkaslo@gmail.com; Facebook Cornucopiakaslo

JB’s Pub & Restaurant

Open Thurs-Sun, 3-9 pm. Hours will extend in the summer.
Takeout available 250-353-7716; 250-353-7717

shopping for you and have it delivered to you or you can pick it up.
You can call the store at 250-358-2270 or email shop@newmarketfoods.ca to
place your orders.

Jones Boys Boats

We are open for business!
www.jonesboysboats.com
250.353.2550 info@jonesboysboats.com
https://www.facebook.com/Jonesboysboats

Raven’s Nest

Kaslo Kayaking & Adventure Centre

www.kasloadventurecentre.com
250-353-1925 Getting you outside for your mental health!

Kaslo Hotel

Open! Pub 11:30 am Wed – Sun, Closed Mon & Tues. Wing Wednesday every
week from 3 pm. Front desk 8 am – 11 am & 3 pm - 8 pm for check-in and reservations. Strict sanitizing protocols in place. 250-353-7714; www.kaslohotel.com;
Facebookkaslohotel.com; Facebook

Kaslo Husky

Open Monday to Saturday, 10:30 am – 4:00 pm. We have cool Spring/
Summer ‘21 fashions from Nomads, Abaka, Effort’s, as well as OÖM &
Message Factory, our bookshelves and card racks are brimming, and
as always we carry lots of unique items from local artisans. Thanks for
shopping locally – we hope to see you soon! 250-358-2178; RavensNestBC@gmail.com; RavensNestBC.com; and on Facebook.

Wilds of Canada Cycle

Bicycle sales and service
Open Thurs-Fri, 10 am-5 pm
Drop-off service for bicycle repairs. Call for appointment: 250-358-7941

Valley Voice

Open Mon-Fri, 5 am-8 pm; Sat 6 am-8 pm; Sun 7 am-8 pm
Physical distancing measures in effect. 250-353-2205

Open 1-833-501-1700; valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca, www.valleyvoice.ca

Kaslo Community Pharmacy

Open Mon-Friday 10-5 Please call before coming up
250-358-2121 • rich@krazykustoms.ca

Open Monday-Friday 9:30 am-5:30 pm
We look forward to serving you!
Welcome to shop by visiting during business hours or:
By phone: 250-353-2224, By fax: 250-353-2336, By email: kaslopharm@gmail.com
For prescription refills online visit: kaslopharmacy.myrefill.ca
403 Front Street, PO Box 550, Kaslo V0G 1M0
kaslopharm@gmail.com, phone 250-353-2224, fax 250-353-2336

Kaslo Mechanical

Open! Tuesday - Friday 9 am - 5 pm, Saturday 9 am - 1 pm
Closed long weekends.
6336 Hwy 31, Kaslo • 250-353-7409

Kul Nijjar, REALTOR(R) Fair Realty Ltd.
Open
kul@kulnijjar.ca, 250-505-4722

Kootenay Kustoms Auto Repair

SILVERTON

Silverton Building Supplies

Open Monday-Saturday 8:00 am-5:00 pm
Hand sanitizer is provided. Please observe distancing.
We look forward to serving you!
250-358-2293

Silverton Camp Cafe

Under new ownership! Everything fresh baked daily.
Spring hours Wednesday-Saturday 9:30-2:30
Sunday 10-2
780-660-3784

SLOCAN

Sunnyside Naturals

Open Mon-Sat, 9 am-6 pm
Physical distancing measures in effect. Food takeout
Phone orders and delivery available. 250-353-9667

Woodbury Resort

Boat rentals, Camping, Fishing! Angler Incentive Program Depot
Ph: 250-353-7717; Fax 250-353-2004 woodbury@netidea.com

Village of Slocan – Office, Library, Clinic, Fitness Centre

Village Office open – Masks Mandatory. Library open (Thursdays 1-5pm,
Sundays 11am-3pm) - COVID protocols in place; masks mandatory; take out
service available. Clinic open – Nurse Practitioner, Acupuncture - COVID
protocols in place; masks mandatory. Fitness Centre temporarily closed.

Slocan Village Market

SLOCAN VALLEY

Open. Limiting number of customers in the store. Providing gloves and masks
to shoppers.
We are accepting orders by phone for pick-up for those who prefer not to
enter the store. We are also offering delivery services on a weekly basis.
250-355-2211, svmkt@telus.net

Glacier View Service

WINLAW

NEW DENVER
Open 7 days, 8 am - 6 pm
250-358-2445

New Denver Community Pharmacy

Open Mon-Fri, 10 am-5:30 pm
We look forward to serving you!
Welcome to shop by visiting during business hours or:
By phone: 250-358-2500, By fax: 250-358-2524, By email: kaslopharm@gmail.
com (please use reference “NDCP”)
309 6th Avenue, New Denver V0G 1S0

New Market Foods

Open every day, 8 am-6 pm
You are welcome to come and shop. Keep your distance as much as you can
with others. We have hand sanitizer at the door as well as at the tills.
If you are self isolating or not wanting to come to the store, we can do your

Emery Herbals Botanical Dispensary, Healing Suites and
Teaching Centre

The Botanical Dispensary is open Thursday - Saturday 12-4.
Order requests can be sent to orders@emeryherbals.com or phone 250226-7744.
We offer a $10 local ship rate, orders over $75 are shipped free.
Visit our online shop: https://emeryherbals.com/online-apothecary/
Colleen Emery, Cl.H, RHT (BCHA) is seeing clients onsite and online or via
phone. New clients are welcome.
All classes and programs are hosted onsite and online.

Mama Sita’s

Open for dine-in, take-out, delivery & Outdoor seating. 8 am-8 pm.
Phone or come in. 250-226-7070.

It pays to advertise in the Valley Voice!!!
Call toll free 1-833-501-1700 for details
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On summer’s cusp, Kootenay forests are at record dry levels
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by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
Some Kootenay forests are at
their driest levels ever recorded
for this time of year, and recent
cool wet weather has only slightly
eased the situation.
A fire forecaster with the
Southeast Fire Centre says four
months of unusually dry weather
have had their effect on the region’s
forests, making them tinder-dry.
“It’s anomalously high for
this time of year, though later
in the summer we’ll see higher
values than we are currently
experiencing,” says Jesse Ellis.

“The reason this draws our
attention is if it’s really high
now, and we don’t see significant
precipitation, you can see it
continue on that trend of remaining
very high compared to what we
have seen in the past.”
Ellis says he relies on an index
called the BUI, or Build-Up Index,
as a guide to how dry the forests
across the region are. The BUI uses
measurements of different kinds of
forest materials to determine how
much fire fuel is available. It’s not
the only guide to fire danger, but it
is an important one.
“The higher BUI indicates less

moisture in the deeper fuels,” Ellis
told the Valley Voice. “Right now
most areas are seeing higher-thanaverage BUI for this time of year.
“Before this little shot of
showers we got in the last week or
so, we had some areas that were
breaking records for BUI for that
time of year. However, the showers
haven’t been heavy.”
So even the recent “Juneuary” rains, as they are commonly
called – a series of cool, wet bands
of moisture that commonly ruin
picnics planned this time of year –
only marginally brought down the
BUI index.

That leaves the forests starting
out very dry just as the baking-hot
Kootenay summer gears up.
“Most of the long-range
computer weather models are
showing the beginning of a hot,
dry weather pattern kicking off,”
he says. “It could be prolonged…
that could initiate the beginning of
a more summer-type pattern.”
Driest month in a decade
Ellis made the comments with
the release of his weather summary
for May 2021.
“This is the fourth consecutive
month with drier-than-average
conditions and it is also the driest

May of the last 10 years,” he notes,
adding that only seven Pacific
frontal waves reached the area
during the month – half of normal.
And they were fed by a “relatively
weak source of moisture.”
“The month’s total precipitation
(21.4 mm) was only 30% of normal,
and there were only half as many
days with measurable precipitation
(eight) as is the norm,” he added.
While May was setting records
for lack of moisture, Ellis notes no
temperature records were broken
during the month, and the monthly
temperature average was just about
normal.

submitted
The Province is taking action to
help British Columbia prepare for
the impacts of climate change and
is seeking public feedback on future
work as part of the draft Climate
Preparedness and Adaptation
Strategy.
“People across British Columbia
increasingly understand, first-hand,
the serious effects of climate change.
Record wildfires, extreme drought
and increased flooding all show us
that we must prepare and adapt at the
same time as we work to reduce and

change climate-harming activities,”
said George Heyman, Minister of
Environment and Climate Change
Strategy. “Our government is
taking action now to build on the
important work already underway to
understand and prepare for climate
change in British Columbia. Public
engagement and input is critical
to make sure that our strategy best
serves and protects people and
natural systems in the years to
come.”
In phase one of the draft Climate
Preparedness and Adaptation

Strategy, the Province will work
with Indigenous Nations and
local governments to strengthen
community resilience, begin work
on a BC flood strategy, improve
the provincial response to extreme
heat and wildfire smoke for people
who are unhoused and housing
insecure, and assess climate impacts
on vulnerable highway culverts and
resource roads.
Public consultation on the
remaining actions and guiding
principles in the draft strategy
is open until August 12 on the

government’s public engagement
website.
The Province has developed
the strategy in collaboration with
Indigenous peoples through two
working groups and through multiple
engagements with Indigenous
communities and organizations.
Additional input has come from
municipalities and regional districts,
academics, businesses, non-profits,
youth and others.
The draft strategy includes
proposed actions to expand cultural
and prescribed burning to reduce

wildfire risks, support nature-based
climate solutions, support pilot
projects for water supply and demand
management and establish an ocean
acidification plan, among others.
The Climate Preparedness and
Adaptation Strategy is part of the
Province’s CleanBC plan. CleanBC
is a pathway to a more prosperous,
balanced and sustainable future. It
supports government’s commitment
to climate action in meeting B.C.’s
emission targets and building a
cleaner, stronger economy for
everyone.

by Kathy Hartman
Constable Nicholas Alpaugh,
hired in January to work at New
Denver’s RCMP detachment, met
his wife Gabrielle while he was
posted in Tuktoyaktuk and she was

Nicholas’ emergency dispatcher in
Yellowknife (about 3,000 km away
by car).
Turns out they both have a love
for large lost dogs. “She did a lot of
work with the SPCA and so when

by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
Residents of the West Kootenay
were treated to a spectacular natural
fireworks display last Sunday night, and
braced for more potentially dangerous
lightning storms the next day.
On Monday morning, Environment
Canada issued a severe thunderstorm
watch for the Slocan and Arrow Lakes,
the morning after a powerful storm
delivered dozens of lightning strikes
on the dry forests of the area.
However, by press time on Monday,
there were no reports of strikes turning
into spots fires in the region.
The powerful storm that blew
across the Kootenays Sunday night
featured nearly two hours of continuous
flashes of sheet lightning, accompanied
by hail and heavy rains in areas. About
330 FortisBC customers in Pass Creek
lost power for several hours at the
height of the storm, but no other major
problems were reported.
“A stream of water vapour
originating in the subtropics provided
the moisture that fueled last night’s
thunderstorms,” said Southeast Fire
Centre fire forecaster Jesse Ellis on
Monday. “And a small upper trough
embedded in the prevailing southsouthwesterly flow provided the
trigger.”
But the scientific explanation
doesn’t capture the sound and fury of
the storm, which lit up the skies every

few seconds.
“The hail last night woke me up out
of a dead sleep multiple times!,” said
one man from Pass Creek on Facebook.
“Not looking forward to a couple more
days of it.”
The alert from Environment
Canada for the West Kootenay said
that conditions into Tuesday “are
favourable for the development of
severe thunderstorms that may be
capable of producing strong wind gusts,
hail and heavy rain.”
After that, the forecast into the
weekend is for generally sunny and
warm conditions.

I had dogs I needed to send to the
SPCA from Tuktoyaktuk, she would
help me out – and the rest is history,”
Nicholas said.
Gabrielle Alpaugh went
to school in Kaslo, and married
Nicholas there in 2019. He took
Gabrielle’s last name because she
has all sisters and no one wanted
to see the Alpaugh name die away.
Gabrielle and Nicholas are expecting
their first child in July and are
sharing their home with seven dogs,
most of them husky cross rescues.
Nicholas and Gabrielle plan to name
their first-born son after Nicholas’
father’s last name, Brame.

Nicholas became a police
officer in 2016 and was sent to
Parliament Hill, where he did a twomonth deployment prior to going to
Tuktoyaktuk.
“I became a police officer
because I realized when I was in
university that I didn’t want to sit
behind a desk, and that I enjoyed
being out in the community and
working with people. I have always
liked working with people, so I am
hoping to bring my proactive and
go- getter attitude to the community
to help people, and that is what I am
hoping to do here.”
When asked how he ended up

in New Denver, Nicholas replied,
“I fought for this posting. This is
where we want to be. This is a great
community, and we are loving
getting to know everyone in it. It is
nice for us to move back to a small
place were everyone knows each
other, and people still wave to each
other on the street. We don’t want to
just live and work here – we want to
be part of the community.”
So, if you see a truck with seven
large enthusiastic northern dogs
heading to Wilson Creek Road for a
romp, say ‘hi’ to our new constable,
and Little John, Titan, Daisy, Fleur,
Harley, Tam, Atlas and Pandora.

BC releases plan to prepare for climate change, seeks public input

Kaslo girl brings new cop to New Denver

Powerful storm whips across Kootenays

Holy Hail! Maya Morrison of Krestova holds
a piece of hail that fell on her property during
the spectacular thunderstorm that passed over
the region Sunday night. Despite the potential,
there were few reports of damage the next day.

LUCERNE GRAD
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Lucerne School Graduating Class of 2021: Back row - Jared Jennings, Senna Bahalul, Destiny Mengler. Front row - Stephanie Smith, Mallory Pellerin, Shanna Wilson.

Congratulations
to the Lucerne
graduating class
of 2021 from

Congratulations to the
Graduates of 2021
from the Council & Staff of
the Village of New Denver

Congratulate the
Class of 2021

Proudly supporting our community
and our 2021 graduates

Congratulations Charlotte, Destiny,
Jared, Mallory, Senna,
Shanna and Stephanie

Congratulations Lucerne
Graduates of 2021!

To the
Graduating
Class of
2021

CONGRATULATES
THE LUCERNE
GRADUATING CLASS
OF 2021

LUCERNE GRAD
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Lucerne Valedictorian Speech – Destiny Mengler
Thank you all for attending the
Lucerne 2021 graduation event. I am
honoured to have the opportunity to
be standing before you today. We
are very grateful to be able to have a
commencement with guests present
during these circumstances. It has been
a challenging year, but with support from
each other and Lucerne staff members,
we have managed to overcome the
challenges we faced as individuals but
also as a grad class.
B.R. Ambedkar once said: “Unlike
a drop of water which loses its identity

when it joins the ocean, man does not
lose his being in the society in which
he lives. Man’s life is independent. He
is born not for the development of the
society alone, but for the development
of his self.”
I have first handedly witnessed
my fellow classmates develop as
individuals and discover their interests.
Unfortunately, the students at the
beginning of the year cannot be present
today. Instead, we are young adults with
endless possibilities at our feet. I hope
that we won’t lose our identities when

we are pursuing our endeavours.
As a class, we are a cocktail of
different but unique flavours. If in a
different situation, we might not have
been friends, but we have one thing
in common – where we come from.
Growing up in such a quaint town has its
negative aspects but it’s truly a blessing.
Now as adults, we can choose to stay
in such a caring, unified community or
move elsewhere.
There are so many new things to
experience and as we move forward in
life. I am going to miss Jared’s clever

Senna Bahalul: Lane Haywood
Memorial Scholarship, Rotary
Club Scholarship, Columbia Power
Corporation Bursary, Slocan Valley
Legion Branch 276 Scholarship. Jared
Jennings: Lane Haywood Memorial
Bursary, Lucerne Scholarship Society
General Scholarship, Columbia Power

Corporation Bursary. Destiny Mengler:
Columbia Basin Trust Community
Youth Service Award, Legion branch
101 Silverton/New Denver Bursary,
Slocan Community Health Care Bursary.
Mallory Pellerin: Lane Haywood
Memorial Bursary, Legion Branch
101 Silverton/New Denver Bursary,

Lucerne Scholarship Society General
Scholarship. Stephanie Smith:
Lane Haywood Memorial Bursary,
Katrine Conroy, MLA Kootenay West
Scholarship, Lucerne Scholarship
Society General Scholarship. Shanna
Wilson: Edith J Greer Millennium
Scholarship, Cinta Batik Arts
Scholarship, District/Authority Award
Scholarship, Sandy Harris Scholarship,
Chie Kamegaya Memorial Scholarship,
2021 Kootenay Savings Community
Foundation Bursary, CUPE 2450 Jo-Lee
Bursary, Fujiko Matsushita Scholarship,
Slocan Writers Guild Bursary, Lucerne
Teachers’ & Principals Attitude and
Achievement Award, David Thompson
Award, Women Celebrating Women in
the Arts Scholarship.

Lucerne Awards and Scholarships

Senna Bahalul

Jared Jennings

Destiny Mengler

Mallory Pellerin

Stephanie Smith

Shanna Wilson

wishes the Lucerne
graduating class of 2021
the very best!
Make your mark on the
world!

comments, Shanna’s few but insightful
inputs, Mallory’s strong independent
voice, Stephanie’s funny stories, and
Senna’s willingness to lend a hand.
Thank you, Mr. Lada, for teaching us
how to write scholarship essays – hopeful
you taught us well – and thank you,
Mr. Kipkie, for teaching us not only
the Transformations of Trigonometric
Functions but also that the human body
produces between 0.5 and 1.5 litres of
saliva a day.

13
We are now graduating students
and in the near future we will be signing
each other’s yearbooks and saying our
goodbyes and best wishes to each other
and staff. As we end this chapter of our
lives, I wish you the best of luck when
starting your new chapter. Thank you
all, our small and amazing community,
for showing your support to the grads!
Congratulations to the graduating class
of 2021 – be proud of what you’ve
accomplished.

COMMUNITY
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wishes the NSS
graduating class of 2021
the very best!
Make your mark on the
world!

Congrats to the
2021 Grads

Best Wishes to the
Class
of
2021
NAKUSP GLASS
201 Broadway
265-3252

The clear choice for
all your glass needs!

Front Row: Chiara Minchin, Bailey Wallace, Melissa Hascarl, Zhara Moody, Emily Watson, Chloe Sylvain. Middle Row: Matt LaPlante, Julie Faucher, Trinity Didier, Darian Smith, Shaelynn Groslin, Kaylee Huss, Tayla Raskob,
Brooklyn Schiller. Back Row: Russdale Carungui, Silas Starratt, Colby Mackintosh, Isaac Flamand, Ledger Coates, Liam Coates, Lyndon Morin, Hunter Guidon, Jack Watt, Silas Lampimaki, Eden Reske, Aidan Hascarl.

Nakusp Scholarships, bursaries and awards total over $69,000
Arrow Lakes Arts Council Bursary:
Chiara Minchin; Arrow Lakes Grape
Growers Society Bursary: Shaelynn
Groslin; Arrow Lakes Health Care
Auxiliary Bursary: Chiara Minchin, Zhara
Moody, Brooklyn Schiller; Arrow Lakes
Hospital Foundation Bursary: Chiara
Minchin, Zhara Moody, Brooklyn Schiller,
Darian Smith; Arrow Lakes Historical

from all of us at
Crescent Bay
Construction

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747
• Fx. 250 265-3431
• Email cresbay@telus.net

Congrats to
all Graduating
Classes of 2021!
Management & Staff
of Hilltop Convenience
& Valley Foods

Amy & Staff would
like to congratulate
the 2021 graduates!

Best wishes from
your friends at
Nakusp Esso!

Society (Harry Murphy Memorial):
Silas Starratt; Arrow Lakes Teachers
Association Bursary: Chiara Minchin, Silas
Starratt; Betty Walton Memorial Bursary:
Kaylee Huss; Bill Robison Memorial
Bursary: Chiara Minchin; CMH Kootenay
Bursary: Julie Faucher; Clark Kessler
Memorial Bursary: Melissa Hascarl; Class
of 1994 Bursary: Chiara Minchin; Class
of 1995 (Sports Bursary): Silas Starratt;
Class of 1997 Bursary: Trinity Didier;
Class of 2000 Bursary: Zhara Moody;
Class of 2001 Bursary: Chiara Minchin;
Class of 2003 Bursary: Jack Watt; Class of
2006 Bursary: Chiara Minchin; Columbia
Basin Trust: Chiara Minchin, Ledger
Coates; Columbia Power Corporation
Scholarship: Liam Coates; Dave Grimshire
Memorial Bursary: Zhara Moody; Debbie
Jones Memorial Bursary: Ledger Coates,
Liam Coates, Darian Smith, Chiara Minchin,
Colby Mackintosh; Debbie Samuelson

Congratulations
to all the
2021 Graduates!

Memorial Bursary: Julie Faucher; Donna
Wong Memorial: Emily Watson; Erling
Johnson Memorial: Jack Watt; Garth
Haggart Memorial: Chiara Minchin; Gord
Roberts Memorial: Darian Smith; Green
Door Bursary: Zhara Moody; Hospital
Employees Union Bursary: Trinity Didier;
Janice Buerge Memorial: Darian Smith;
Jason Ambrock Memorial: Liam Coates;
Joan Fowler Memorial: Jack Watt; Joe
Lee CUPE Local 2450 Bursary: Ledger
Coates; Katrine Conroy MLA Bursary:
Emily Watson; Kootenay Saving Credit
Union Bursary: Isaac Flamand; Logging
Contractors Bursary: Silas Lampimaki;
NACFOR Bursary (Scholastic): Jack Watt;
NACFOR Bursary (Trades): Silas Starratt;
Nakusp Chamber of Commerce Bursary:
Silas Starratt; Nakusp Scholarship Society
Bursary: Trinity Didier, Julie Faucher,
Tayla Raskob, Matt LaPlante, Kaylee
Huss; Needles Reunion Bursary: Emily

Watson; Renewable Resources Bursary:
Silas Starratt; Reunion ’80 Bursary:
Silas Starratt; Robyn Pazurik (CIBC)
Memorial: Melissa Hascarl; Ron Aldridge
Citizenship Award: Brooklyn Schiller;
Rotary Club of Nakusp Bursary: Jack
Watt; Royal Canadian Legion Br. 20
Gaming Bursary: Ledger Coates, Chiara
Minchin, Silas Starratt, Melissa Hascarl;
Royal Canadian Legion Br 20. Poppy
Bursary: Isaac Flamand, Darian Smith;
Sarah Jackins Memorial: Brooklyn
Schiller; Sarah Stykel Memorial: Jack Watt;
Save On Foods Bursary: Liam Coates; SD
10 District Authority: Chiara Minchin, Silas
Starratt; SD 10 Mission Statement: Chiara
Minchin; Skills & Trades Bursary: Colby
Mackintosh, Emily Watson, Melissa Hascarl,
Isaac Flamand; Star of the West Lodge 61
Bursary: Ledger Coates; Trinity McQuair
Memorial: Jack Watt; Vera Johnson
Memorial: Darian Smith.

Congratulations to
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Nakusp Valedictorian Speech
by Darian Smith and Isaac Flamand
Good evening ladies and gentlemen,
teachers, staff, and all the wonderful people
listening. You all have helped us through
our journey of our school lives and pushed
us to be here today. Without all of you, we
wouldn’t be on this stage representing the
Grad Class of 2021, and commemorating
our time together.
It all started in the year 2016 when we
entered the chambers of B.O. and puberty.
Grade 8 year, lots of us were anxious,
excited, or even terrified. Most of us asked
ourselves if we would fit in, or if we were
wearing the right clothes to look good or
to make a good impression. But never
once did I hear about who owned the
coolest Pokémon cards. Luckily, as soon
as we got there, we were automatically
Mr. Gajda’s favourite class. We quickly got
along with the other classes in the school
from joining sports teams and grape juice
connoisseuring.
As the years went on, more memories
were made through weekend shenanigans
and being close in classes. But the best
memories were made on sports trips. I
remember singing as loud as we could
with Mr. Bass, and how everyone always
had their window down because I would
literally crap my pants the whole way there
and back. Sorry guys.
On one of our trips we actually got
stuck on the pass from Creston, and Renee
had to crack a watermelon over her knee for
us to eat with our hands, while I climbed
into a snowy creek to get us water.
I’m sure Andrea remembers the time
she was dealing with one of our players
in the hospital and getting mad at us for
wearing our new uniforms into the hot tub
at the hotel. Lots of other memorable things
happened on these trips but we’ll save those
memories for ourselves.
To the boys who were recruited,
remember the battle it took us to go to
soccer provincials in grade 9? Yeah me
neither, because we got a buy-in for hosting.
I know what most of you are thinking and
no, not all sports years were easy to make
provies like that one.
All the best memories I had during
high school were with the boys and sports
trips. No matter where the Nakusp boys
were landing, we were causing havoc in
any town or city.
Cranbrook zones track trip in grade 10,
everyone joined us in my room to create a
wrestling ring and the match ups were not
fair. Heavyweights vs lightweights, tall
boys vs small boys. The matches went all
night long before the Xbox was turned on.
That was after the day where we probably
made a Nakusp record with seven kids
qualifying for provincials.
Osoyoos soccer trip in grade 11 was
also pretty entertaining. That was the trip
where some cute girls dropped their phone
numbers in our bus. Us boys following our
natural instincts, messaged them to hang
out later that night.
And lastly… the Burnaby trip. Oh
Bass… The things we should tell you but
we can’t. I will tell you one thing though,
Similkameen wasn’t even staying at our
hotel.
Our grad campout was definitely one
to remember. That was our first grad event
as a class, and it gave a good starter for our
final year together. It started out calm and
organized, with everyone putting up their
tents and getting set up. A couple of adults
were present as well, so we had to seem
like the good little grads we promise we

are. But once the adults were out of sight
and the night hit, we got started. Some of
the funniest moments were how rowdy the
writing on our shirts got, Matt breaking his
tent and eventually ending up in the lake,
Isaac sleeping in the wrong ForeRunner by
the end of the night, and the boys probably
remember Shae and I hanging out the trailer
window for entertainment purposes.
Again, we’d like to give the biggest
thank you to each and every one of you
in our class. Lots of memories were made
with each other, like being green games
winners, torturing Ms. Leitch on the grade 7
camping trip, or even if it was just a regular
bus ride to anywhere. Everywhere we went
and every day we spent together, we have
memories with you guys.
We have no doubt that each and every
one of you will grow up and be successful.
This last year has been the hardest for
all of us not being able to finish our last
year of sports and other activities, but we
persevered through it as a group. This just
shows that all of us can get through any
situation that we face, and come out with
our heads still high.
All of you helped make Nakusp home.
You will forever live in my heart as the
lifelong friends I grew up and graduated
with. From the bottom of our hearts, we
will miss you so much and we wish you
all the greatest lives after school.
We would like to thank all of the staff
for getting us through high school, because
some of us seriously wouldn’t have made
it without the extra push. But there’s a
couple of teachers who were with our
class the most.
So a huge thank you to Ms. Sing for
always playing a big role in our classes,
high school lives, with sports, and just

everyday check-ins. You always reminded
us how much you cared and wanted to be
involved with our class.
Mr. Bass, honestly I’m so sorry for the
amount of sass and backtalk you got from
our class. You truly have some good selfcontrol, because I would have lost it if I had
a class bully me as much as ours did to you.
Ms. Wiseman, you played such a big
role making sure we were kind and smart
enough to go out into the big world, and
for helping us plan our way into the world.
We also greatly appreciated the multiple inclass birthday parties as well. Those were
always a hoot.
Mr. Gajda, thank you for not being
stuck up and not making high school suck.
With you leading the school, we actually
got to wear clothes we liked, and be as
loud and expressive as we wanted. If you
were an un-fun principal, I assure you that
you wouldn’t have lasted at this school.
Also, thank you for all the hot dog lunch
days we had, because I know those were
mainly for me.
Lastly, we would like to thank the
people who actually got us to here today.
Whether it was waking us up, helping
us while we freaked out over homework
(sorry dad), wiping our tears, watching
us get ready to move out, or paying for all
of our grad essentials, you were the ones
who were here until the bitter end. We’re
sorry for all the family dinners we missed,
weekend outings, or being home to say
goodnight. But it’s all a part of growing up,
so thank you for putting up with us for so
long –not that you had a choice anyways.
We wouldn’t have been able to plan and
add the finishing touches to our grad if it
wasn’t for you. We truly appreciate and
love all of you.
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Congratulations to the
2021 Nakusp
graduating class!
The team at Save-On-Foods
wishes the best in all your
future endeavours.

Congratulations
to the Class of
2021!
We join
with the
rest of the
community
in wishing
you great
success!
Check out employment
opportunities @
www.kaltire.com/careers

Graduates –
while you’re
out there
changing the
world, never
forget where
you came from

Congratulations
Graduates of
2021!
Your Future is
Bright – Reach for
the Stars!

Best wishes from all
of us at Royal LePage
Selkirk Realty.

Congrats NSS graduates of
2021 and as you go into next
chapters of your life don’t
forget to brush and floss!”
-Nakusp Dental
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North Slocan Trails Society makes backcountry accessible
by Moe Lyons
You could not meet a more dedicated
and enthusiastic bunch of people than
North Slocan Trails Society volunteers.
This bunch works tirelessly to
improve and maintain hiking and biking
trails throughout the New Denver area.
Frequently inspired by Abi Marsh’s
enthusiasm (and decadent desserts),
volunteers such as president Mike
Koolen, Phil Whitfield, Gerald Wagner,
Heather Dewey, Frank Barnes, ‘Cody
Rob’ and many others hit the trails with
rakes, shovels, chainsaws and assorted

tools to make the backcountry available
to all and sundry.
Abi rustles people up personally
and by Facebook, and lively crews
head into the backcountry as soon as
it’s possible to get out there. If it weren’t
for these folks, slides and blowdowns
would make many of the most popular
trails almost impassable. “We mostly
do maintenance,” says Koolen, but that
requires a lot of time and effort. They
work under a formal agreement with
Recreation Sites and Trails BC.
Recently they have been clearing

Butter, Spine, Rolling Thunder and the
K&S trails. They are also expanding the
Butter network to include a trail called
‘Butter Me Up,’ a much-needed uptrack
to access the Butter trailhead. Butter Me
Up will be an adaptive downhill trail,
which, like Spine, will be accessible to
athletes with mobility issues. The group
is also looking forward to working on
the Telegraph Trail once they receive
the go-ahead to do so. To find out more
about these trails and how to access them,
go to https://www.trailforks.com/region/
new-denver/ .
This work is becoming more and
more complicated as more issues need to
be taken into consideration. Indigenous,
environmental and liability concerns
now enter the picture. For example,
this June a biologist will be doing an
evaluation of the new Butter Trail
for the first time. And, as one of the
group observed, “If government thinks
something is unsafe, they won’t let you
do it.” Koolen says they would like to
see a much faster process and response
to requests to “unleash” the group.
Right now, they are working on
clearing the Wakefield Trail, one of
the best accesses to Idaho Peak until
whenever the road is repaired. In
October, they fixed up the road access
from Silverton, a task well done by
Stuart Nelson. They will now work on
the trail itself from the bottom up and
once the snow melts up high, they will
come down from the top. They expect
to finish this project by the end of July.

Wakefield is an old packing trail for
miners that has recently become popular
as a downhill mountain bike route. Now,
however, the group hopes to re-establish
it as a hiking route, although one would
probably want to be pretty fit to attempt
its steep inclines. It takes about five hours
to hike to Idaho Peak and back on the
Wakefield Trail.
One really exciting aspect of the
society’s work is that since 2019,
they have been repairing, maintaining
and expanding the trail system into
the Valhallas. For this, they have an
agreement with BC Parks, modelled after
the one they have with Rec Sites and
Trails BC. Without this agreement, they
would not be able to do anything without
violating the Parks Act. With it, they not
only can do the work but are also covered
should there be any mishaps while the
work is being done. While ideally this
work would be funded by government,
Whitfield says that is simply not going
to happen. While the Parks system has
doubled in size, financial resources have
not. So it is up to dedicated volunteers
such as this group to make it happen. He
says they do have wholehearted support
from Parks staff and this is very useful
to them.
Two people are key to this effort –
‘Cody Rob,’ for whom it is a true passion,
and Phil Whitfield, who was the regional
park planner in 1983 when Valhalla Park
was originally established. The group
hopes to re-establish the system set up
in 1983, and to work on other access as

North Slocan Trails Society volunteers work tirelessly to build and maintain trails in the New
Denver area. Here, Shannon Hood and Phil Whitfield repair the Old Sandon Road.

well. Rob has been lovingly restoring
and maintaining these trails for years on
his own, and now is working with the
team to do even more. He is particularly
dedicated to the rugged Wee Sandy Trail,
which in the 1980s provided access to
Wee Sandy Lake and the mid-valley
cabin, known as the Holt cabin or Iron
Creek cabin.
Unfortunately, two bridges on the
trail have disintegrated. A single windfall
log now serves for the lower crossing
point, but at the upper crossing, the
fast-flowing creek can only be forded
during low water. Even for experienced
wilderness hikers, this makes access
beyond 4.5km practical only from August
to October. Rather than try to rebuild the
bridges, the area supervisor has asked the
group to explore the potential for a south
side route which would get people up
to the cabin without having to cross the
creek at all, eliminating a serious hazard
and extending the use season.
“If you can avoid a bridge, it is better
to do that,” Whitfield says, because not
only is a bridge difficult and costly to
install, it is then in constant danger of
being destroyed by snow loading or
flooding. They are hoping to identify the
new route this summer.
Aside from Wee Sandy, the group
also works on the Nemo Trail. Nemo
goes up past the ‘rock castles’ to Gene’s
cabin, named after Gene Hird. Hird used
to have a trap line there, which he sold
to Parks.
Of particular interest to those of us
who want to go a bit wild but perhaps
are not so vertically inclined, the group
is keen to re-establish an old trail that
goes from Wee Sandy beach to Sharp
Creek, along the lake. This would add
considerably to day use of the park, and
would be literally, as Whitfield says, “a
walk in the park.”
Both Koolen and Whitfield point out
trail associations across the province are
pushing for funding for maintenance.
While there have been new funds
announced lately, they don’t amount to
much when spread out over the province.
They acknowledged how fortunate we
are to have the Columbia Basin Trust,
and they can sometimes call on the
private sector to help out. But for the
most part, money is scarce. Enthusiasm
and commitment, which these folks have
in spades, keep the trails clear and the
backcountry open. Enjoy.

The new Nakusp Natural Adventure Park will be built at the park in Nakusp this summer and fall. Kootenay Savings Community Foundation recently announced a
$5,000 grant for the Nakusp Rotary Club’s Adventure Park project. Mayumi van der Pol and Andi Gabb of the Rotary Club and Laura Katchen and Bob Parkinson from
Kootenay Savings gathered at the proposed playground site for the cheque presentation. Kootenay Savings is one of many donors that has made this project possible.
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New Denver housing society announces art project winners
by Jan McMurray
The New Denver and Area Housing
Society held an event – including two
contests – at the Eldorado Square on New
Denver’s main street on June 11.
The event was very upbeat,
following the recent announcement
that the society’s housing project will
be proceeding with support from BC
Housing.
Board members were on hand
to answer questions, and were taking
suggestions for names for the building.
“The ‘Name that Building
Contest’ is ongoing, so keep your
suggestions coming by emailing us at
ndhousingsociety@gmail.com,” said
Kathy Hartman, society vice-president.
Many fabulous art projects were
on display at the event as well, as
community members had been invited
to enter the society’s Housing Art Project
Contest.
“The art project contest was a great
success, with 20 entries,” said Hartman.

“A huge thank you to the teachers at the
school who got the kids excited about
this.”
Prizes were donated by Silverton
Building Supplies and were given to
Hector, Charlotte, Alex and Mia in the

by Jan McMurray
A new business offering prenatal
and postpartum support has started up
in Slocan. Elena Harder, who has doula
training in labour support, has recently
moved to Slocan and provides both
online and in-person consultations,
as well as a podcast about health and
parenting.
“What I get passionate about is a
mother’s mental health,” Harder says.
“We’re meant to feel vital and alive and
healthy as moms. If mothers are feeling
exhausted or overwhelmed or drained or
like they can’t do it anymore, learning to
ask for help and how to receive it is an
important step to take.”
Harder went through seven years of
depression after her first child was born.
During that time, she went searching for
tools to help her “get out of the suicidal
mindset and into a place where living
was an exciting thing again,” she said.
“I tried many things, and my work now
is sharing the things that really worked
for me.”
Harder offers mental health support
as well as nutritional and physical
recovery support to women going

through pregnancy. She can also
help women who are having trouble
conceiving, using wholistic and natural,
plant-based solutions.
“The nutritional demands of
pregnancy can be debilitating,” Harder
says. “Good nutrition and rest are
so important, and so are community
connections. When we have community
support, we can really thrive.”
She plans to organize prenatal
groups, both online and in person, with
guest experts. “It will be an opportunity

5-6 year old category; Austin for ‘In
the Forest’ in the 7-8 year old category;
Jonah and LBM & Co. (Levi, Bodhin
and Moss) in the 9-11 year old category;
and Yuuko in the adult category. Jasmin
was given an honourable mention for

The New Denver and Area Housing Society held an event – including two contests – at the
Eldorado Square on New Denver’s main street on June 11.

Prenatal and postpartum support now available in Slocan

Elena Harder is offering prenatal and
postpartum support in Slocan.

to talk about things and to build that
community support,” she says.
Harder is certified in neurolinguistic
programming – “to reframe old stories,
to make changes in our habits and
behaviours,” she explains. She also offers
vaginal steaming, a traditional practice in
many cultures around the world, which
assists with conception by cleansing and
preparing the womb, and can alleviate
some symptoms of menstruation, such
as cramping.
Harder is originally from Winnipeg,
was raised in Calgary, and travelled for
10 years before following “a magical
trail” to Slocan. She does consultations
in her own home or will come to yours.
Visit freebirthsupport.com for more
information.

her lego creation, presented via Youtube.
“A lot of people stopped by and
showed a lot of interest,” says Hartman.
“It was a great day.”
The society has been working on the
project for about five years, and has so far
received funding from Columbia Basin
Trust, BC Rural Dividend, Turner Zion
United Church, New Denver Community
Pharmacy, Silverton Building Supplies,
New Market Foods, Valley Voice, Jesse
Oldham Fine Homes, New Commons
Development and several individual
donors.
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GOLDEN-MANTLED GROUND
SQUIRREL ALTRUISM

Golden-mantled ground squirrels
are usually solitary, but will risk their
lives with alarm calls to warn kin of
predators. After emerging from hibernation, they most often mate March
to May, give birth to ± 4–6 kits in May
and June. Young emerge from dens
around July. Use rock piles for food
caches and safe refuge.
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Silverton council, June 9: Flags at half mast in honour of children found in Kamloops burial
by Moe Lyons
• Acting Mayor Leah Main
opened the meeting with the standard
territorial acknowledgment, and
then said she wanted to make a
personal acknowledgment that
council was meeting on unceded
Sinixt territory. This is the first time
that this acknowledgment has been
made at Silverton council.
• Main requested that the
Village’s flags, currently at half
mast in honour of the 215 children
found in a mass grave at the former
Kamloops Residential School,
remain lowered until National
Indigenous Day on June 21. Council
approved this motion. Slocan will
also be doing this.
• Main told council about an
anonymous offering she found
at the door to council chambers
the day before. “A person who
identified themselves as being of
Indigenous origin left a pair of
children’s shoes, with a note asking
us to see that the shoes got sent on
to Kamloops, to honour the children
who never made it home,” she said.
Main arranged for a friend in
Kamloops to receive them by mail,
with a promise to deliver them to
the Tk’emlúps te Secwépemc band
or shrine. “I thank that person who
trusted us to fulfill that request,”
Main said.
• Advance polls for the mayoral
election took place the day of the
meeting (June 9) and set a record
for numbers of votes, reported
CAO Hillary Elliott. Election day
is June 19 at Memorial Hall from

8 am to 8 pm.
• Elliott reported the
campground is up and running and
people are booking online. Credit
cards can now be used for the first
time.
• Councillor Tanya Gordon
reported she has been talking to
the WildSafeBC coordinator about
a made-in-Silverton approach to
the rat problem, which appears
to be worse this year in Silverton
than in New Denver. She said
brochures will be distributed around

the village and at the campground,
and WildSafeBC will be setting up
an information booth outside the
Camp Café. She said it is important
that seasonal homeowners be made
aware of the problem. She will also
be arranging for a presentation to
council about alternatives to rat
poison and reasons not to use it.
• Council accepted an invitation to
meet with BC Hydro representatives
before the upcoming Union of BC
Municipalities (UBCM) convention
in September. Main said recent BC

Hydro upgrades were supposed to
settle the area’s electrical supply
problems, but hadn’t yet to the
Village’s satisfaction. Councillor
Yofonoff would like to discuss the
BC Hydro-owned streetlights in
town and the “very bad” lighting
they provide. Later in the meeting,
Colin Ferguson agreed with
Yofonoff’s remarks. He said he had
had discussions with local residents
about the lights and agreed that they
were “ugly and old-fashioned.” He
is also concerned about scattering

of light and wants Hydro to work
on dark sky accommodation.
• Council decided to decline
invitations to meet with Premier
John Horgan and/or cabinet
ministers at UBCM. No one had
any issues they wanted to raise with
any of the ministries.
• Elliott said the Village office is
open, but an appointment must be
made in advance. She also reported
that proposed renovations to the
Village office have been delayed
because of rising construction costs.

by Kathy Hartman
• The first steps have been taken
towards a pedestrian bridge across
Carpenter Creek. Councillor Vern
Gustafson reported that he met
virtually with the bridge design
engineer who worked on the Trail
pedestrian bridge – Nedim Alca of
COWI Engineering out of North
Vancouver. Gustafson hopes to meet
Alca in New Denver this summer
to continue the planning process in
person. The planning costs are being
covered by an Active Transportation
grant. A structural plan must be
prepared before funding can be
sought for construction costs.
• Councillor Colin Moss reported
that the RDCK board is investigating
ways it can support affordable
housing in the area – perhaps by
providing land or facilitating land
transfer to a non-profit developer
to develop affordable housing;
allowing secondary suites and infill

housing; and/or creating a housing
organization to help provide and
manage non-market housing stock.
Moss will keep council updated as
this unfolds.
• Councillor John Fyke reported
that all the old gym equipment from
the Slocan Valley Health Centre gym
is on its way to the transfer station. It
will be replaced by new equipment

and floor mats in in the very near
future.
• Council received almost
$79,000 in gas tax funding. A topup is expected later this year.
• Council adopted a Health
a n d S a f e t y P o l i c y, w h i c h
establishes a framework to ensure
a healthy workplace at the Village.
Municipalities are required under

WorkSafe BC regulations to provide
a healthy work environment and to
put processes in place to support
worker safety.
• Council also adopted an updated
Respectful Workplace Policy, which
addresses workplace bullying and
harassment, and provides reporting
procedures. This policy replaces the
2016 Respectful Workplace Policy.

by Jan McMurray
Voting day for the Silverton
byelection is this Saturday, June 19.
Silverton voters are encouraged to go
down to the Memorial Hall between
8 am and 8 pm and vote for their
next mayor.
Registered voters will not need
to show their identification or sign
for their ballots. Because of the
pandemic, the Province has allowed
for oral declarations from registered
voters, to avoid touch points.
However, non-resident property
owners and any other non-registered
voters will have to register and show
their identification at the hall on
June 19.
Only two mail ballots were
requested. These can be returned in
person on voting day. The deadline
to return them by mail was June 8.
The byelection was called to
fill two empty seats on council: the
mayor’s seat and one councillor’s
seat. Clarence denBok was the

only candidate for the councillor’s
position and has been elected by
acclamation. The two mayoral
candidates are Colin Ferguson and
Don Broughton.
Our final question to the mayoral
candidates was: Why should people
vote for you?

if elected.

New Denver council, June 8: Planning begins for pedestrian bridge over Carpenter Creek

VILLAGE OF
NEW DENVER
PUBLIC NOTICES

Home Owner Grant Applications

Starting May 1st, 2021 Home Owner Grant (HOG) applications
are to be made directly to the Province of BC.
Program eligibility remains unchanged; however, municipalities
are NO LONGER accepting applications for the HOG. Learn
more & apply: www.gov.bc.ca/homeownergrant or Phone
1-888-355-2700.

Silverton goes to the polls Saturday, June 19

Colin Ferguson

In the coming Silverton
byelection, voters should vote for
whichever candidate they believe
is in tune with their values and that
they feel has a vision that will carry
the village forward.
That mayor should be responsive,
collaborative, understand the need
for compromise, and should strive to
create open and responsive channels
so that everyone’s voice is heard.
The mayor should also be proactive
in fostering community spirit and
preserving those things that make
the village the place residents love
so much.
Those would be my objectives

Don Broughton

We need new thinking in council.
We need everybody to be safe
and treated equally. We need the
town fixed up and made safe again,
whether it be the sidewalks, trees,
or plastic falling in the creek. It all
needs to be dealt with quickly and
then we need a policy that says things
will be fixed as they are reported.
Change will not come with my
opponent. His nomination papers
were signed by a current councillor
and a past mayor, so I don’t believe
we’re looking at a fresh perspective
there. If you want someone who
will have open meetings and allow
everyone to have their say, vote for
me. Please, get out and vote.
The West Kootenay EcoSociety
has created an online voter guide,
with information about the
candidates and the byelection, at
https://www.ecosociety.ca/climatechange/silverton-2021/

Japanese Canadian Survivors
Health & Wellness Fund

The Province of BC has provided Nikkei Seniors Health Care
and Housing Society with $2 million to develop and deliver
health and wellness programs for Japanese Canadians who
were directly impacted by the BC Government actions from 1942
to April 1, 1949. The fund intends to involve community-based
participation to ensure the fund meets priority needs. This information will also help when the application process is ready
in order to reach as many people as possible. If individuals or
organizations require more information, or would like to provide
feedback, please go to jcwellness.org.

Property Taxes

Property owners of the Village of New Denver are reminded
that the 2021 Property Tax notices have been mailed. If you
have not received yours, please call the Village Office. Property
Tax Payments for all classes are due on or before Thursday,
July 15, 2021. Please check your mail and see the insert for
payment options.
115 Slocan Avenue · P.O. Box 40, New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
(250) 358-2316 · office@newdenver.ca · www.newdenver.ca

Another protest against old-growth logging organized by Extinction Rebellion occurred in Castlegar last weekend. About 50 protestors of all ages occupied
Columbia Avenue in front of City Hall, blocking the road with tents and vehicles. The protest lasted 24 hours. The RCMP report that traffic was re-directed
safely around the group. No arrests were made, but one violation ticket was issued. After the protest, members of the group marched to MLA Katrine Conroy’s
office, where they put up banners and wrote messages in chalk on the brick building. They have requested a meeting with Conroy, who is Minister of Forests.
They want to see an end to old-growth logging and clearcutting, amnesty for all those arrested at Fairy Creek, Conroy’s resignation, and real climate action.

NAKUSP & THE ARROW LAKES
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Valley of the Springs Winery looks forward to easing of travel restrictions
submitted by BC Regional Tourism
Secretariat
The family behind the Valley of
the Springs Winery say they are filled
with a mix of excitement and anxiety
as travel restrictions are expected to
be lifted later this month, as part of
BC’s COVID-19 Restart Plan.
Valley of the Springs Winery is
located in an area renowned for its

natural and developed hot springs and
situated on a ridge with breathtaking
panoramic views of Nakusp and the
Arrow Lakes Valley. The business is
very much a family affair, involving
Jody and Brenda Scott and two adult
children, all of whom have key roles
in the enterprise.
After a great deal of time and
effort to renovate the site after

Brenda and Jody Scott (centre) and family, Valley of the Springs Winery.

receiving a winery license in 2019,
the tasting room was being prepared
for its official opening in May of
2020 when COVID-19 struck – and
the impact was immediate.
“The spring tourism season
in 2020 was just starting up when
people were told to stay home,
and it was scary because of the
uncertainty,” said Brenda Scott. “We
were faced with challenges even
before the pandemic because of our
remote location, and the pandemic
limited our ability to do any concrete
planning, which is so necessary,
creating real challenges and anxiety.”
As a new business, Valley of
the Springs was not applicable
for most grants and programs.
However, the support of the Tourism
Resiliency Network has been critical,
in providing updates and through
which the family has been able to
seek and receive advice specific to
their situation and help guide them
through a very challenging period.
Now, with the prospect of safe

travel returning, Brenda and her
family have a chance to exhale for
the moment – but there is so much
at stake. There’s a lot of work to do,
not only with the winery but with the
potential to start taking bookings for
smaller-scale weddings.
“Our business is seasonal, and we
now hope that the Restart Plan will
mean people from across the province
will seek out opportunities to visit
regions like the West Kootenays,”
said Scott. “People need to be here
to understand how beautiful it is
and when you couple that with the
opportunity to taste our wine products
and enjoy the outdoors, it makes for
a great getaway.”
The BC Tourism Resiliency
Network was created by the BC
Regional Tourism Secretariat as a
means of more formally supporting
businesses through the pandemic, and
through which a team of experts in
health and safety, human resources,
finance, and strategic planning
were enlisted to provide advice

and assistance. The other important
function of the Network is to ensure
that communities are able to, and
are comfortable with, welcoming
visitors.
Support is delivered through
five tourism regions, in this case
Kootenay Rockies Tourism. CEO
Kathy Cooper says, “The past 16
months have presented significant
challenges for tourism operators, like
the Scott family who have poured
their heart and soul and financial
resources into their business. It’s
satisfying to see that the Tourism
Resiliency Network has played a role
and had such a significant impact,
and we wish Valley of the Springs
Winery nothing but success moving
forward.”
For more information about the
BC Tourism Resiliency Network,
visit: https://tourismresiliency.ca/
For more information about
Valley of the Springs Winery, visit:
https://valleyofthespringswinery.
com/

Voice. “A significant mitigation
plan would need to occur later this
summer.”
Just what that plan will entail will
have to wait until the engineers do
their survey. The work will be done
during the ‘fish window’ in August,
when river work will have the least
impact on aquatic life.
“It would likely include building
a temporary road, and establishing
a… retaining wall or similar
deflection structure upstream to
prevent water from being directed
towards the site,” said ministry staff.

Halfway Hot Springs campground damaged in spring freshet
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
Officials with BC Parks briefly
closed the Halfway Hotsprings
earlier this month after the spring
runoff damaged the popular facility.
The department has called in
geo-engineers to determine if the hot
springs park and campground remain
in jeopardy.
“The recreation officer received
a report on Thursday (June 3) from
the site operator at Halfway River
Hot Springs that a log jam upslope
of the site redirected the Halfway
River towards the lower bench of
the site, including the developed hot

springs,” says a report from ministry
staff. “The site operator immediately
evacuated the area and initiated a
temporary closure, subject to further
investigation.”
Officials were concerned that
the log jam, about half a kilometre
up the Halfway River, could release
a flash flood, jeopardizing public
safety. While that jam safely flushed
itself out, it allowed a new braid to
form in the river, which resulted in “a
significant river shift from the north
end of the channel to the south,”
officials say.
A spur of this new channel is
slowly carving a braided section of

the river, directing it towards the
lower hot springs site.
Halfway Hot Springs is one
of the few natural hot springs still
accessible to the public in the Nakusp
area. It has several natural and
handmade pools that are popular
with travellers.
While sitting in the hot pool next
to the wild river is picturesque, it’s
also proven to be a bit precarious.
During spring freshet, about half a
hectare (a little more than one acre)
of the site was washed away, and
three large cedar trees undermined by
the floodwaters fell, but just missed
the hot pools. The access trail was

also washed away, along with two
picnic tables and a couple of the
campsites closest to the river.
“The river seems to have
stabilized and has gone down
to a level acceptable to keep the
site open,” say officials. Staff are
assessing the campsite and are
monitoring the river carefully. If the
water hits a certain level, the site will
be closed, officials say.
Meanwhile, the ministry is trying
to get a handle on what steps to take
next.
“The main risk is for next spring
and to ensure the protection of the
site,” the ministry told the Valley

submitted
Aidan McLaren-Caux is the new
economic development coordinator
for Nakusp and area.
McLaren-Caux was a strong
candidate among the 42 applicants for
the position. His history of hospitality
management and entrepreneurship,
combined with extensive community
involvement – serving on numerous
volunteer boards and Village council
– offers a bridge between local needs

and broader programs and resources.
The Nakusp and Area Development
Board (NADB) considers Aidan’s
local presence key, too. He has lived
in Nakusp since 2010, raising a family
here, and has a passion for making
Nakusp an even better place to live.
Aidan’s work will involve
coordinating economic strategy
and action with the NADB, filling
the business recovery advisor role
funded by ETSI-BC (see VV May

20, ALN May 13), being a point
person for Imagine Kootenay (https://
imaginekootenay.com), and other
activities. NADB is supporting Aidan
in this role with coaching by Mike
Stolte of Nelson, a veteran of local
community economic development.
This approach will grow local
capacity. With McLaren-Caux,
NADB can give systematic attention
to matching local priorities to resource
opportunities, something volunteer
board members cannot sustain on
their own.
Thanks to funding from five
sources, NADB was able to launch
this three-quarter time role. Funders
include Regional District of Central

Kootenay, Village of Nakusp, Imagine
Kootenay Capacity Fund, ETSI-BC
Business Advisory Program and
Columbia Basin Trust (CBT).
Aidan can be reached at
nakuspareadevelopment@gmail.
com.
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Nakusp and area has new economic development coordinator

The Hungry Barber

Wednesday – Saturday
10 am – 6 pm
313 Hwy 23, Nakusp
250-265-7258

MEET KEVIN!!

Kevin is a gentle giant and he’s very polite!
He loves his people and if you take too long
to pay attention to him, he lightly taps your
arm to remind you to pet him! Kevin gets
along well with other cats, and he doesn’t
mind dogs at a distance, so if you have other
pets in your house, he may just fit right in!
Call PALS today at 250-256-3792 to see if
Kevin can come home with you!

WEEKLY SPONSOR:

Nakusp
(250) 265-3635 www.selkirkrealty.com

I would like to thank everyone who turned out to the Garage Sale
for PALS in Bev McClinchey’s name. The sale was an astounding
success and PALS received 100% of the profits – Mom would have
been very proud of her community and very thankful
Their sacrifice remembered: On June 6, veterans from the Nakusp Legion marked both
Canadian Armed Forces Day and the 77th anniversary of D-Day, the Allied invasion of
Normandy during the Second World War. Due to provincial pandemic restrictions, there was
no major ceremony in Nakusp, but veterans Chester Taje, Crossley Coates, and Harvey Truax,
representing the local Legion, paid homage laying wreaths at the cenotaph.

Aidan McLaren-Caux is the new economic
development coordinator for Nakusp and area.

Many thanks to Flo,
Kathy, Ien, Mark, Joe
and Diane – I couldn’t have
done it without you all.
Linda & Brent Metcalfe
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RDCK seeks public input on composting and other waste management initiatives
submitted
The Regional District of Central
Kootenay (RDCK) is in the final
stages of updating its Resource
Recovery Plan (RRP), a blueprint
for how to reduce, reuse, recycle and
manage waste in this region over the
next 10 years.
Before finalizing the new plan,
the RDCK is seeking community
feedback. An online survey has been
posted on the website at www.rdck.
ca/rrp. To thank people for taking
the time to provide feedback, survey
respondents can enter a draw for
one of two $100 gift certificates to a
local business of their choice.
The RDCK’s Todd Johnston,
who is coordinating the RRP update,

said, “Our previous RRPs have
focused on improving our disposal
system. This one focuses more on
zero waste initiatives – reducing
what we send to the landfill. In
particular, the plan targets food
waste, which is roughly one-quarter
of what we landfill. Composting
food waste will not only save
landfill space but will also reduce
the generation of methane in our
landfills. Methane is a potent
greenhouse gas, much more potent
than carbon dioxide. So, by tackling
food waste we are also addressing
the climate emergency.”
The RDCK is already moving
ahead with diverting food waste
from being landfilled. They have

approved the construction of two
food waste composting facilities,
one in Creston and one near
Salmo. In 2022, Creston, Castlegar
and Nelson will add food scraps
collection to their waste residential
collection service.
One of the ideas the RDCK is
seeking feedback on is whether
to expand food waste collection
into other areas within the RDCK.
Should other municipalities consider
a food waste collection program?
Should there be a food scraps
and garbage collection program
provided in the higher density parts
of the electoral areas, particularly
if there is a composting facility
nearby?

The RDCK has mailed out
a newsletter to all homes about
the draft RRP. It provides a good
overview of what’s in the draft plan,
and it includes more information
on the idea of a collection service
for food scraps and garbage in
the electoral areas. To get this
information and a link to the survey,
visit www.rdck.ca/rrp.
The RDCK wants to make the
survey accessible for people who
can’t fill it out online. “RDCK
residents can give us a call and we
will fill out the survey with them
over the phone. With COVID, we
didn’t want to have to figure out
the logistics and safety protocols
of distributing and returning

paper surveys, so between having
the survey online and the phone
option, we think we have everyone
covered,” says Johnston.
A Resource Recovery Plan is a
plan that all BC Regional Districts
must prepare and update every
ten years. The RDCK calls it a
Resource Recovery Plan, because
when ‘waste’ products can be used
for something else, such as growing
food, they then become a ‘resource.’
“We’ve been working with
consultants and a great advisory
committee with representation from
municipal government, business, and
the general public to come up with a
plan that we think is progressive but
do-able,” said Johnston.

submitted
WildSafeBC is the provincial
leader in preventing conflict with
wildlife through collaboration,
education and community
solutions and is delivered by the
BC Conservation Foundation in
communities across BC. One of
the many activities WildSafeBC
performs is the delivery of
workshops for electric fencing
and the proper use of bear spray.
Properly installed and maintained
electric fencing is effective to deter
bears from fruit trees, chicken
coops, and livestock. Bear spray
is effective in preventing 90-92%
of bear attacks, with preventing

injuries 98% of the time, making it
the most effective deterrent to keep
you safe from attacks by wildlife.
The WildSafeBC program in
New Denver, Silverton, Nakusp
and RDCK Areas H and K has
numerous workshops coming
up, including electric fencing
workshops with Grizzly Bear
Coexistence Solutions in New
Denver (June 29, 6:30-8 pm) and
Nakusp (August 17, 6:30-8 pm),
and a bear spray workshop in
Burton (July 4, 2:15-3:30 pm) right
after the Burton Farmers Market.
These events require advance
registration by e-mailing Cora,
the community coordinator, at

newdenver@wildsafebc.com.
Cora will also be hosting
numerous booths at local businesses,
campgrounds and trailheads to
discuss management attractant
in relation to rats, bears and
other wildlife species. Additional
workshops and presentations will
be hosted throughout the season,
which you can find out more about
by following our Facebook page
at ‘WildSafeBC New Denver –
Nakusp.’
Cora is also available to present
the WildSafe Rangers program to
K-7 students in school and camp
settings. For more information about
these events and other opportunities

for education programs in the New
Denver - Nakusp region, contact
Cora, at newdenver@wildsafebc.
com or 778-987-3652.
Other WildSafeBC activities
this season include garbage tagging
throughout the summer to note
garbage left out before designated
times in community bylaws within
each municipality, and door-to-door
campaigns in which informative
door hangers will be left at homes.
Please report wildlife in conflict
to the Conservation Officer Service
24/7 at 1-877-952-7277. Residents
can also report sightings of bear,
cougar, coyote or wolf in an urban
area. These reports are uploaded

daily to WildSafeBC’s Wildlife
Alert Reporting Program (WARP),
available at www.wildsafebc.com/
warp. This program allows the
public to see what wildlife has been
reported in their neighbourhood
and be alerted of new sightings.
WildSafeBC New Denver,
Silverton, Nakusp and Areas H
and K is grateful for the generous
support the program receives
from its funders, including Village
of New Denver, Silverton, and
Nakusp, Regional District of Central
Kootenay Areas H and K, Columbia
Basin Trust, the British Columbia
Conservation Foundation and the
Province of British Columbia.

Currently, Smillie serves as
assistant superintendent for School

District 73 (Kamloops-Thompson).
Smillie has experience in both

elementary and secondary school
leadership and has served in a senior
administrative position in the Yukon.
She has prior experience as a district
principal, principal and teacher in
School District 19 (Revelstoke). She
has a Master of Education degree
in Educational Leadership and two
Bachelor degrees, in Education and
Recreation Administration.
Smillie plans to build strong and
productive relationships with SD
8’s students, parents and guardians,
the Lower Kootenay Band, CUPE
and all district support staff, the
district’s educators, KLTF, principals
and vice-principals, the district’s

leadership team, and with the board
of education.
“I am honoured to be coming
to live, learn, and work on the
traditional territories of the First
Nations where School District
8 operates,” said Smillie. “I am
committed to helping the board
meet all of its goals, including its
literacy, numeracy, inclusion and
indigenization learning goals, as well
as to enhancing equity and focusing
on success for all learners in all of
the district’s diverse communities.”
“Trish has an incredible skillset
and depth of experience that she
will bring to our district,” stated

Lenora Trenaman, board chair.
“We are looking forward to Trish’s
leadership to move forward our
mission of fostering student success,
and focusing on excellence for
all our students in a nurturing
environment.”
The entire board also extends
its gratitude to its partners and staff
who provided their insights into
the recruitment process, including
building the candidate profile and
participating in interviews. The
contributions and the input provided
were very helpful and the board
wishes to thank each participant for
their time and valuable contributions.

Upcoming events with WildSafeBC in New Denver, Nakusp and Burton

Trish Smillie is the new superintendent of School District 8 (Kootenay Lake), effective August 1.

Trish Smillie is the new superintendent of School District 8 (Kootenay Lake), effective August 1.

Bruno
Burgermeister
1952 – 2021

It is with profound sadness that
I announce that my husband Bruno
died very suddenly of cancer.
Bruno was born in Zurich,
Switzerland and we were together
for 50 years. We settled in Silverton
in 1991 and opened the Blue Sky
Resort in 1994.
Bruno trained in Switzerland as a graphic artist, and was well known
for his photography, his love of music and his enjoyment of a glass of
red wine.
I would like to thank everyone for their generous support during this
difficult time. And special thanks go the clinic in New Denver, and the
nursing staff and doctors in the Nelson Hospital.
Karin Burgermeister

June is the month of the Canada-wide ParticipACTION Community Better Challenge, and the Slocan Valley Early Childhood Community Advisory
Council is helping to get local parents and children involved. With a ParticipACTION grant, the organization is hosting four fitness classes on
Fridays in June. Parents and caregivers can attend the outdoor exercise class for free, and get free childminding at the same time. Here, Charlotte
Dilks participates in the class in Slocan City, and her son, Oscar, joins in! For more info: svearlyyears@wegcss.org or Facebook @SVECCAC.
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West Koots has ‘ideal’ 2021 freshet so far, forecaster says
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
While this year’s spring runoff
caused few problems around the
West Kootenay, the region could
have seen much worse if the weather
hadn’t co-operated, says a river
forecaster.
“I would describe it as an
ideal year,” says Jonathan Boyd,
a hydrologist with the BC River
Forecast Centre. “The snowpack
was essentially around normal…
and it was actually quite dry, and
has continued to be. From a drought
and wildfire perspective that might
be a concern, but a dry time is ideal
for freshet.”
The spring runoff to date has
been nothing like 2020, when high
water forced several communities in
the RDCK to evacuate or to be put
on standby to evacuate.
“There were a few minor events
throughout the region, but thankfully
flows were modest this season,” said
Chris Johnson, RDCK emergency
program manager. “We have not
received any reports of widespread
flooding, or damage to any structures.
“Barring a significant rain event,
it appears that we have made it

through freshet 2021.”
J o h n s o n s a i d e m e rg e n c y
personnel were watching the freshet
carefully as it developed.
“After any significant flood
event, there is always concern going
into the following year. Not just
because it’s top of mind, but also
because of the drastic changes that
occur during large events. Water
courses change, log jams appear
or disappear, and banks erode,” he
said. “And the following freshet
will be the first time these changes
are exposed to high flows and the
changes are experienced. In many
ways, it is like having new systems.”
While the River Forecast Centre
did issue a general high streamflow
advisory this year, the concern
wasn’t as high as last year.
This year, there was a torrential
rainstorm at the end of May that
damaged water systems and roads
across the area. Some minor damage
was also reported near the Halfway
Hot Spring near Nakusp (see
‘Halfway Hot Springs campground
damaged in spring freshet,’ page
19), and on Highway 31 about 30
kilometres north of Lardeau. The
road was closed off for several days

when the Lardeau River spilled over
and crossed the highway. But an
official with YRB, the maintenance
contractor in the area, called 2021
overall a “typical” year for the
freshet. General Manager Paul
Andersen said the damage to the road
is now being repaired, with some
minor delays for traffic.

submitted
The upcoming Hidden Garden
Gallery (HGG) season is sure to
delight residents and visitors alike.
Running from June 29 to Sept 12,
the volunteer board is proud to
host 11 shows of local and regional
artists. Diverse artists will showcase
their talents through painting, prints,
sculpture, photography, mixed
media and more.

submitted
Stage 1 Water Conservation
Measures are now in effect for

“Could it happen? Yes. Will it
happen? The odds are ‘no’, but the
possibility is still there.”

River forecaster Jonathan Boyd
says weather made all the difference
this year.
“We were actually in a more
vulnerable stage at the start of this
year, where the flows did get higher
from the snowmelt contributions,
but fortunately there wasn’t a
corresponding precipitation event
that pushed the flow into the extreme
level,” he says.
The Slocan River peaked on
June 4 at just the “two-year-return”
period, meaning it was the kind of
high water expected every two years
– in other words, the usual runoff. Its
discharge has dropped a full cubicmetre/second at the Crescent Valley
monitoring station since then. At
press time, the river wasn’t expected
to rise again – though Boyd points

out there’s still plenty of snow up in
the high country.
“The snow is still there,” he told
the Valley Voice. “Over the weekend
(June 4) the temperatures cooled
down, and many of the automated
snow stations we have at higher
elevations were actually increasing
in snowpack, so there was fresh snow
being added.”
As summer progresses, more of
that snow either melts or evaporates,
reducing the strength of the freshet
further.
While that makes a devastating
flood more unlikely, Boyd warns
it’s not inconceivable there could be
weather events that could still cause
problems.
“Could we see another peak this
high from snowmelt alone? I don’t
think so,” says Boyd. “I think the last
week we saw was the highest from
snowmelt singularly.
“If we have an event like last
May 30-31, that storm alone could
bring reasonably higher flows than
a normal snowpack could cause
alone, especially as we move further
into June and the temperatures could
potentially be a little warmer. That
big ‘if’ factor is still there.

The installation of a vibrant bike
stand/sculpture for visitor use is a
welcome new addition. It was made
possible by a generous donation
from the estate of much beloved
HGG supporter, Betty Daniels. The
installation ensures her community
spirit remains strongly linked to
the HGG. Thanks to Chris Fox for
his dedication to detail and extra
time donated to create a practical

resource that is also eye catching.
The 2021 season proudly opens
with the retrospective show of local
resident, Linda Mennie. Her show,
Work in Progress, will be featured
at the HGG from June 29 to July
4. Linda has been a practising
artist for over four decades and
has participated in solo and group
shows from Victoria, Vancouver
and Nelson to Kaslo, Silverton and

New Denver. Work in Progress
embodies her enormous spirit and
desire to spread her light to all. It
speaks to the need for resiliency in
all of our lives. Look for the article
about Linda in this issue of the
Valley Voice.
Kootenay artist Sydney Wigood
is featured in the season’s second
show, Dream Paintings, running
July 6-11. A graduate of Comosun

all Regional District of Central
Kootenay (RDCK) water systems.
Water conservation measures run

annually across the RDCK from
June 1 through September 30.
Stage 1 restrictions were

put in place June 1 and may
increase to one of three additional
stages should demand increase
significantly, hot and dry weather
persists, or if reservoirs decline to
critically low levels.
Stage 1 water conservation
measures include watering of
lawns (Including new lawns),
gardens, trees, and shrubs only
between the hours of 7 pm and 10
am. Watering using drip irrigation,
a watering can, and or hand-held
hose is permitted at any time.
RDCK water systems in
the Valley Voice coverage area
include Burton, Denver Siding,
Edgewood, Fauquier, McDonald
Creek and Rosebery Highlands.

College, Sydney moved to the
Kootenays and attended a one-year
course in commercial graphics at
David Thompson University in
Nelson. Sydney has an undeniable
passion to create beautiful things,
using many art mediums. This show
will exhibit pieces from her Dream
Paintings series, with some old and
others new. Since 1995, Sydney
has created these colorful, intricate
mandala paintings. Inspired by
bits and pieces of dreams with
interwoven themes, each unique
painting takes many months of
daily painting to complete. Roses,
anyone?
Please join us at the inviting
Hidden Garden Galley at 112
Slocan Avenue, New Denver. Look
for the big white barn across from
the Village office. Gallery hours are
10 am-3 pm, Tuesdays-Sundays. All
welcome!

Weather the deciding
factor

Be ready anyway

Right now, however, forecasters
have shifted away from watching the
southern Interior water systems, and
are focussing on the Fraser, the last
river system in the chain to see the
high water coming through.
“For the most part things are
looking positive, I’d describe it, for
the southern interior,” Boyd says.
The RDCK’s Johnson agrees, but
reminds people to remain vigilant.
“Regardless of time of year, the
geography of our region means that
flooding and debris flood/flow events
are possible, so please do continue to
plan for those scenarios,” he says.
“Further, one of the reasons our
freshet was modest was the lack of
rain experienced April, May, and so
far, into June. While this is good for
floods, it has an impact as we move
into wildland fire season.
“Have an emergency plan. Know
where you will stay if you get
evacuated. Know where you can
board your large animals if you have
them. Know your risk and have a
plan.”

Hidden Garden Gallery summer season about to start

Water conservation measures for RDCK water systems

Support the
Valley Voice
with a voluntary
subscription

Only $5-$50
Blasting work on Hwy 6 between New Denver and Silverton began June 1 and is expected to be finished by the end of the month. Drivers can
expect minor delays. The project will improve visibility for all road users, enhancing safety along this stretch of the highway. Galena Contracting is
doing the drilling and blasting, and YRB is doing the traffic and quality assurance. The Ministry of Transportation reports that similar work will be
done on a number of corners along Hwy 6, to improve safety and to facilitate snow clearing.

Send Cheque or Money Order to:
Valley Voice, Box 70,
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

Our valley’s green
grocer since 1990
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1290 Hwy #6
Crescent Valley
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Kaslo council, May 8: Land acknowledgement opens council meeting
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
For the first time, Mayor Suzan
Hewat opened a session of Kaslo
Village council with a traditional
land acknowledgement.
“We recognize the First Nations
within whose unceded lands the
Village of Kaslo is situated,” she said,
“…including the Ktunaxa, Sinixt,
and Syilx people and Indigenous and
Metis residents of our community.”
She then asked for a moment of
silence in remembrance of the “215
children whose lives were lost at
the Kamloops residential school,”
she said, her voice quivering with
emotion. “… And the countless
other Indigenous children and their
families whose lives were torn apart
by the residential school system.”
While the acknowledgement is a
first, it’s not clear when it will happen
again. Council has not changed
its procedures bylaw yet to adopt
the acknowledgment as part of the
formalities at the start of a meeting.
That’s been a discussion that’s gone
on since mid-2020. “We were hoping
council would make a decision,”
Hewat said after the meeting. “But
it will be up to the individual chairs
of committees if they want to read an
acknowledgment or not.”
That will be the situation until
the procedures bylaw is updated,

sometime this summer. Councillors
will make a decision at that point
whether the acknowledgement
should be made a mandatory part
of every Village meeting agenda, or
left to the discretion of the committee
chairs.

Plastic lining may save
Village money

The Village of Kaslo has
a problem with its a A Avenue
watermain.
When they put 100 gallons of
water in at one end, only 85 gallons
comes out the other.
“It’s decades old and it’s an old
steel line, so it’s in poor condition
when in use,” said CAO Ian Dunlop.
“We know it’s fairly porous.”
The original plan was to install
a whole new line. But that was
going to cost close to a $1 million
– and possibly more, given the
uncertainties about what crews
might find underground that could
complicate the project.
That had the town looking for
other ideas – and it learned about
re-lining pipes.
“Even though the pipe is in poor
condition, linings have very good
success rates,” Dunlop told council.
Essentially, the old waterline
would be inspected by camera, and
if it is in good enough condition
(i.e. no major bends), then the lining

Since
Since1986
1986

New summer clothing, great
grad cards, and lots of new
Brazilian crystals have arrived.
Now open every day.
250.353.2566
408 Front Street, Kaslo, BC
www.figmentscanada.com

is inserted inside the six-inch pipe.
It then expands to seal the pipe
from the inside, adding years to the
infrastructure’s life.
The biggest benefit is the project
can be done at one-third the cost and
in two weeks, instead of two months.
But, there is some risk, Dunlop
admitted. They will have to spend
about $50,000-$60,000 for the
camera inspection just to see if
the project is feasible. That could
be money – wait for it – down the
drain, if they can’t proceed to the
next phase.
“But if it works, it would be
much less expensive, much less
disruptive,” Dunlop told the Village
leaders.
Council decided to give staff the
discretion to move forward on the
project, and report back to council.

Gazebo goes ahead

Plans to build a new picnic
structure at the Kaslo Family Bike
Park are moving ahead, now that the
project has a long-term sponsor in the
Kaslo Outdoor Recreation and Trails
Society. KORTS has committed to
maintaining the gazebo after it’s
been built. Council passed a motion
to approve the construction of the
gazebo.

Paving Kaslo Back Road

A motion to support a provincial
paving initiative hit a bump on
the road at the council meeting
when councillors rejected the idea
of sending a letter to the Ministry
of Transport and Infrastructure
supporting the paving of Kaslo
South Road.
The Province has announced
plans to pave the old ‘Back Road’
into town. Many people look forward
to the reduced dust and wear and
tear on vehicles. But some residents

of the area are not keen on it at all.
“It is not designed to be a regular
paved road, much less a secondary
highway,” wrote Bill Wells to
council. “Paving will ensure that
excessive speeding will occur. It
is already being used as a race
track with many motorcycles and
speedsters travelling far in excess
of 60 km/h, and even in excess of
80 km/h.”
So when the motion came up
to send a letter of support for the
project, Councillor Rob Lang said
he’d vote nay.
“Well I don’t support that,” he
said. “I don’t think we have any
jurisdiction outside of Village limits.
Nor should we be meddling in the
affairs of the Back Road. And I do
feel strongly if we can do it, we
should pave up to J [Avenue, the
Village boundary].”
Lang got enough votes to stop
the letter from being sent. He then
introduced a new motion to send a
letter saying they support the project
within Kaslo’s borders.
But it was then pointed out the
motion might impact the Village
getting a long stretch of road paved at
a much reduced price, as the Province
plans to use recycled asphalt from the
old Hwy 31 re-paving project a few
years back.
While that portion of the project
still has to be negotiated, staff noted
that not sending a letter of support
might help kibosh the project,
and thus jeopardize some cheap
infrastructure work.
“Does that change council’s
thinking?” asked the mayor, who had
voted with Lang.
After a short discussion on the
ramifications of their decision,
council asked staff instead to look

into the cost of the Village paving
the stretch of road itself, and referred
Lang’s motion for further debate at
the June meeting.

A singer-songwriter who has
emerged from the mystical forests
of Argenta, Tenise is inspired by
nature and friends from all corners
of the world. Her adventures
climbing mountains, riding waves,
and watching sunrises soak into her
enticing melodies and raw lyrics.
She’s a self-described nomad and a
“dreamer in a world on fire” – her
music offers a shot of campfire
folklore, infusing jazz and choral
influences to craft an irresistible
cocktail of calculated creativity – to
be stirred, served over ice, sipped,
and savoured all night.
“Like so many of my songs,
‘Give Me a Chance’ was born
from a small spark of inspiration,

and has grown like a wildfire into
one of the defining anthems in the
soundtrack of my life. In the past,
I often used blanket statements to
describe myself: my nature and
behaviours. A lot of these turned
out to be limiting beliefs. ‘Give Me
a Chance’ captures the moment I
realized I could break the cycle and
evolve beyond repeating my same
old mistakes. This was the moment
I realized my life could be different.
New things are hard, though, and
growth doesn’t come without pain.
When you change one part of your
life, it sends a ripple through the
rest of it. The song is addressed to
a romantic partner, comparing the
recipient to wine and noting their
nuance, their difference in depth and
flavour. It’s about the fear and beauty
of a precious moment when someone
looks at you and you know they are
seeing you for exactly who you are.
Being understood like that by another
person can be both a meaningful
and frightening experience. In the
chorus, I drop all pretense and sense
of occasion; the lyrics are simple
and direct. ‘Give Me a Chance’ is a
vulnerable plea for patience, love and
acceptance.”
www.tenisemariemusic.com.

In memory of Michael
Lind

Two villages a thousand
kilometres apart are going to share
memories – and memorials – to a
person who loved both communities.
When Michael Lind died
suddenly of cancer in July 2020,
his co-workers pitched in to have a
bench dedicated in his memory. Lind
was the public works foreman at the
Village of Kaslo for several years
before falling ill.
“He was the type who would
always bend over backwards to help
people. He was great to get along
with,” remembers Dunlop.
Lind’s bench actually has two
crests on it – one for the Village of
Kaslo, and one for the Village of
Port Alice, a community on north
Vancouver Island.
Lind has family there and while
he loved Kaslo, he also missed Port
Alice.
When Lind’s sister, Gail, learned
about the story, she said the idea grew
to install a similar bench in Port Alice
in memory of her deceased brother.
“Once your bench is installed,
would you be able to send us a
photo and your coat of arms so that
we can create a similar memorial
bench as the Kaslo Bench?” she
wrote to council. “We thought a
twin bench in Port Alice would be
appropriate given his passion for
both communities and we as a family
have been wrestling with what to do
to honor our loved one.”
Dunlop says the information
will be forwarded soon to Lind’s
relatives.

Argenta’s Tenise Marie releases new single
submitted
On June 18, Tenise Marie of
Argenta will release her brand new
single, ‘Give Me A Chance,’ from her
upcoming full-length album.

Support the Valley
Voice with a voluntary
subscription

Only $5-$50

Send Cheque or Money Order to:
Valley Voice, Box 70,
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

• Fresh Meat Cut Daily
• Fresh & Frozen Seafood
• Freezer Packs
• Deli Sandwiches to go
• Awesome Cheese Selection
• Fresh & Smoked Sausage
• Smoked Salmon
• Awesome Beef Jerky
• Custom Cutting
• Weekly Instore Specials

It pays to
advertise in the
Valley Voice!!!
Call toll free
1-833-501-1700 for
details
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valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Awardwinning, hand-stretched artisan pizza.
250-353-2282.
SPECTRUM HOME AND FAMILY
CARE would like to announce that we are
under new ownership and management and
are looking forward to serving the Kootenay
community. 250-265-3842.
ARTISTS OF ALL DISCIPLINES
sign-up for the Slocan Lake Directory at
slocanlakeartscouncil.ca before July
15 and enter to win $50 from Cowan’s or
Eddy’s.
CASTING CALL. Theatre is BACK. Salt
‘n’ Pepper Entertainment in Kaslo is looking
for actors, singers, production specialists,
ages 14-100, to present musicals, radio
plays, comedy shows over the next year.
Further information and to book audition,
email saltnpepper@kaslo.org

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

WHATAN AMAZING OPPORTUNITY
to live your dream and own your own
business. Become the proud owner of the
Valley Voice and a quaint building on the
main street of New Denver. The newspaper
business can provide a modest living

Lemon Creek
Lodge & Campground
Year-round facility
1-877-970-8090

HAIR

for you and your family, and wonderful
community connections. If you are so
inclined, we would love to show you the
ropes and stay as long or as little as you
need us. We have absolutely loved our
life as newspaper people! Give us a call
at 1-833-501-1700 for a chat, or email
valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca. Yours, Dan
& Jan.
HAVE YOU ALWAYS DREAMED about
starting your own business? If so, call
Community Futures to learn about the free
Business Plan workshop open to anyone!
And if you’re eligible, you may also qualify
for the Self-Employment Program, where
you will receive ongoing business training
and coaching and usually financial support
while you start your business. To learn more
call 265-3674 ext. 201 or email Nakusp@
futures.bc.ca.
THINKING OF STARTING, buying
or expanding your own business? If so,
Community Futures offers business loans,
counseling & training; and delivers the
Self-Employment program in the Arrow
& Slocan Lakes area. For more info leave
a message at 265-3674 ext. 201 or email
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

coming events

Your ad
could be
here for
only $20.00
+ GST

CLASSIFIED ADS
COMING EVENTS

THE FRIDAY MARKET opens on June
11 in downtown New Denver – 9:30 am to
1 pm. This gem of a market offers a bounty
of local produce, food products, flowers,
herbs and handmade artisan wares. Find us
on Facebook for weekly vendor updates.
Email: ndfridaymarket@gmail.com
THE SLOCAN LAKE ARTS CENTRE
has a summer full of fun filled events
and activities planned for community
members and visitors of all ages! Visit
slocanlakeartscouncil.ca for information
on Art Workshops, Concerts, Theatresports,
Sunday Music in the Park and more!
SLOCAN SATURDAY MARKET is
happening every Saturday, 10 am-2 pm at
Expo Park in the village of Slocan. Come
check out our local farmers, artisans, and
kids zone. For info, call Christina at 250355-2635.
BOOKS BY DONATION for the New
Denver Food Hamper Society. 612
Josephine St., New Denver. July 1-3, 9
am-2 pm.

FOR SALE

AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING
CONTAINERS 20 ft. and 40 ft. sizes.

EDUCATION

Kootenay Containers Sales & Rentals,
Castlegar. 250-365-3014.
WATKINS PRODUCTS, HAND
CRAFTS – Bertha Williams, #11 – 217
Zacks Rd. 250-265-9080.

HEALTH

SHADE TREE MASSAGE THERAPY
now welcoming new and returning clients
for therapeutic and relaxation treatments.
Clean, quiet, professional office located
in Winlaw. Jessica Coonen RMT 250
226-6887 shadetreemassagetherapy@
fastmail.com
YOGA WITH TYSON * ONLINE!
Chair Yoga, Restorative Yoga, Feldenkrais
classes. All ages. Info: call/text 250-5518505, email tyson@thaitouch.ca, www.
sacredearthsomatics.com.
YOGA WITH MARTHA at Bindu
Community Studio in Winlaw. Gentle
Hatha Yoga. Meditation. Wednesday
mornings at 9:15. For more information or
to register call/text 250-882-1362. www.
ravensperch.co or bindustudio.ca

HELP WANTED

NEED CAREGIVER for home care in
Winlaw, 8am-12pm. Email flachmoi@
yahoo.com

Tuesday

THRU

Friday

– By Appointment –

358-7769

Personal Classifieds start at $8.00
Call 250-358-7218 for details

Bikes, Skis,
Snowshoes
Sales and
Maintenance
• Guesthouse •

Call Shon
250-265-3332

shonsbs@gmail.com

Your ad could
be here for only
$12.00 + GST
STEEL TOE JOE’S
Automotive Repair
Joe Shaw

RECYCLING

AVA’S
Hair Studio
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MUSEUM ATTENDANTS WANTED
at the Sandon Museum. One full-time
(or two part-time) adult position(s) and
one full-time student position available.
Adult(s) work 2-5 days per week until
end of September. Wage dependent on
experience. Student works eight weeks in
July and August at 35 hours per week, $16
per hour. Duties: greeting visitors, cleaning,
keeping records. Resumes can be emailed
to sandonmuseum@netidea.com or mailed
to Box 52, New Denver, BC V0G 1S0 by
June 25.
THE NEW DENVER AND AREA
YOUTH Network is seeking a backup supervisor for casual shifts. This
position requires a criminal record check.
Please submit expression of interest to
newdenveryouthnetwork@gmail.com
67-YEAR-OLD MAN from New Denver
area looking for home care, part time. 250358-2756.
SPECTRUM HOME & FAMILY CARE
is hiring personal support workers. Send
resume and cover letter to employment@
spectrumcares.ca.

Owner & Journeyman Technician
3804 Pine Rd. Krestova, BC

Alongside Mountainberry

778.454.0180

MASSAGE

250-358-7199

303-6th Avenue (Main St.), New Denver

stjautomotive@gmail.com

ACCOMODATIONS
Open 1 pm to 4:30 pm Tues.

TUES

REAL ESTATE GIFTS
Hand & Soul
Wellness Centre

202 Lake Avenue, Silverton

CHIROPRACTOR: Dr. Larry Zaleski
Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care
Offices in Silverton, Winlaw & Nakusp 250-358-2177

COUNSELLOR: Sue Mistretta, M.A.

Over 20 years counselling experience supporting
clients experiencing stress, anxiety, grief and other
life changes. In person and Secure Video sessions.
Now offering somatic therapy. Offices in Silverton
and Nelson. 250-777-1704
Visit www.handandsoul.ca

SUPPORT FOR
YOUR SPIRIT

Bi-weekly book study, biweekly services, Tuesday
8 am meditation, monthly
Contemplative in the Kootenays
For information & links, contact
descamp@heartsrest.com
Turner Zion United Church of
Canada is alive and welcomes
you online—and in person.

Tammy Peitzsche®
isoldit@shaw.ca
250-365-9640
Proud to serve the
Slocan
Valley!

“Experience that Moves”

Your ad could
be here for only
$12.00 + GST
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LOST

SHIMANO E-BIKE CHARGER lost
between Slocan & South Slocan rail trail
parking lot on Sunday May 16. If found,
please call 250-498-7974.

NOTICES

ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS
a problem in your life? AA, NA and ALANON (family) meetings can help. For
information on AA: in New Denver, 250358-7158; Nakusp, 250-265-4216; Kaslo,
250-353-9617. For NA: New Denver, 250551-4043. For AL-ANON (family): New
Denver, 250-551-6540. Please, if you can’t
get through, try another number.
CARPENTER CREEK LAST
WISHES SOCIETY provides
information on preplanning for death
and advice for alternative funeral
arrangements. Ph: 250-777-1974. www.
carpentercreeklastwishessociety.ca
NELSON & AREA ELDER ABUSE
PREVENTION Resource Centre: 250-3526008 NelsonElderAbusePrevention@gmail.
com/ www.nelsonelderabuseprevention.ca.
Drop-in Wednesdays 12-2 pm, 719 Vernon
Street, Nelson. Nelson and District Seniors
Coordinating Society.

Your ad
could be
here for
only $20.00
+ GST

HOURS
9 AM - 9 PM

HAVE YOU OR SOMEONE YOU
KNOW been sexually assaulted and want
help? Call the Interior Crisis Line 24/7 at
1-888-353-CARE to discuss your options or
go directly to Arrow Lakes Hospital or your
local emergency room for confidential care.
SILVERTON LAKESHORE INN is
looking for all the things taken from the
hotel as follows: all the archive pictures
that were displayed in hallway, BA sign
orange and blue, grandfather clock, air
conditioners in all the rooms, 5 old yellow
hockey jerseys in frame with broken glass,
and numerous other things. Please return,
no questions asked.
SILVERTON LAKESHORE INN is
looking for people who have witnessed:
heavy machinery driving on our septic
field, heavy machinery piling snow on our
septic field, slander against the hotel or hotel
owner. Please email buyriteautosales@
hotmail.com.
BIGFOOT INN would like to thank you for
coming forward with so much information
and all the supporting emails. We’re looking
forward to serving the area again one day.

PETS

NO SIT! Not your usual dog training class.

Your ad could
be hereOpenfor
only
Thurs - Sun
$12.00 + GST

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

NEW HOURS
MON-FRI 8 A.M. - 2 P.M.

JOURNEYMAN PLUMBER and “B”ticket gasfitter for new construction or
renovation plumbing, water systems/
filtration, septic. 250-777-3588 (Tim);
www.paradisevalleyplumbing.ca or
email: schaferspeare@gmail.com.

H. A. Benson Inc.

Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0
Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

421 6th Ave, New Denver
250-307-0163

Just $7.50/class

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm

First class is free. For more details
email: joy.lukacs8@gmail.com

Gaia Tree Whole Foods
Community Market

• All Organic Produce
• All Organic Grains

AGRICULTURE
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LOOKING FOR LARGE SHOP or
covered space for Rent/Lease in New
Denver/Silverton area. Prefer 14’ door and
high ceiling to fit RVs for my RV Repair
business. Alpenglow RV Services 250551-8605.
SATELLITE TV & INTERNET installation, service & repair: Xplornet,
Shaw, Telus, Bell; home & business, audio/
video systems, wifi networks, cell boosters,
repeaters, off-air TV: TJF WORKS - James
250-505-8392

Next Valley Voice
Deadline:
June 25,
2021

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$
WILL PAY CASH for old Harley Indian
motorcycles, old cars, old metal signs, gas
pumps and 1960s to 1972 Ford Broncos.
Email buyriteautosales@hotmail.com

It pays to
advertise in the
Valley Voice!!!

WANTED

YARD SALE

DOWNSIZING YARD SALE – Large
variety of collectibles, dolls, china, lamps,
tins, bottles, old padlocks, keys, railway
items, dial phones and much more. 612
Josephine St., New Denver. June 19 & 20,
9 am-1 pm.

Business Classifieds start at $10.00
Call 1-833-501-1700 for details

Call toll free
1-833-501-1700 for
details

valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

Your ad could
be here for only
$12.00 + GST
Bill Lander
REALTOR®
250-551-5652
bill@billlander.ca

I show all my listings!
Serving the Slocan Valley for the
16th year.
Offices in Nakusp, Nelson & Kaslo

Certified by the Province of BC to test drinking water

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

Your ad could
be here for only
$12.00 + GST

ACCOUNTING
FOR YOU
Need to manage your GST, PST,
MRDT, Worksafe BC, & Wage
Deduction remittances?
We provide timely processing
of your Payroll, A/Ps, A/Rs, and
Financial Statements

Downtown Winlaw • 250-226-7255

Main Street, New Denver
250-358-2178

SERVICES

No impact exercise classes for
all ages, fitness levels, and body
types. Focusing on building muscle
strength, coordination, and flexibility. Good for the body and the mind.

Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area.
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

Open 6 days a week
Monday – Saturday
10:30 am - 4 pm
Thanks for
shopping local!

SINGLE MALE 63 yrs old and well
behaved standard poodle clean and quiet,
would like to help you take care of your
property and find a home. Financially
responsible ex home owner. 40 years
carpenter, builder, project supervisor. For
basic maintenance, renovations or complete
new construction and or the best tenant
you will get! Please call or text Gary @
604-354-3384.
EVICTION! I THOUGHT we would’ve
found a home by now, between Slocan and
Nakusp. I have lived in New Denver for 21
years, and my son for 18. We are working,
and have to move by July 31. Temporary
housing okay. Land to buy or rent and set
up an RV would be great. Please help if you
can. Call 250-358-7198. Carla Nemiroff.

Core Fitness Classes
on Zoom

518 6th Ave • New Denver

Mon-Sat 9-6
Sunday 10-4

RENTAL WANTED

BIG DOG MUSIC

250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290
email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca

Community Discount Day:
Last Friday of the month

Find the AMAZING in your dog. www.
proudofmydog.ca

• Guitars and Accessories • Musical
Instruments • Vintage Vinyl Records • New
Vinyl Records • Stereo Equipment - Turntables

New Market Foods

– Bulk Ordering –

CLASSIFIED ADS

Sharie Merrifield
25 years experience
Email: sha01@telus.net
(That is a zero, not an ‘0’)
Tel: (250) 358 - 6806
Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription

Only $5-$50

Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

Personal Classifieds start at $8.00
Call 1-833-501-1700 for details
email: valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

Support the Valley Voice with
a voluntary subscription

Only $5-$50

COMMUNITY
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Invasive Asian clams found in Central Kootenay waterbody
submitted
The Ministry of Environment
(MOE) confirmed that invasive
Asian clams (Corbicula fluminea)
were found in the Pend D’Oreille
River this spring. This is the first
confirmed presence of live invasive
freshwater clams in the Central
Kootenay region. However, this is
not the first confirmation of these
clams in BC. They exist in the lower
mainland, and in 2020, they were
found in Shuswap Lake. The MOE

is assessing distribution and have
conducted preliminary surveys near
the Salmo River confluence.
The non-native clams are a
concern to the Central Kootenay
Invasive Species Society (CKISS), a
local non-profit that works to prevent
the spread of invasive species in the
region. The clams can clog water
treatment systems, contaminate
drinking water, and negatively alter
aquatic ecosystems by competing
with native species for food and

habitat.
In response to the recent
discovery, CKISS is urging
watercraft users and anglers to
Clean, Drain, and Dry all gear and
watercraft every time they leave
a lake or river. The larvae of this
species are microscopic and could
hitchhike in the smallest amount of
water in your watercraft, surviving
to populate another lake. A single
clam can create a new population due
to self-fertilization, producing up to

The Ministry of Environment (MOE) confirmed that invasive Asian clams (Corbicula fluminea) were found in the Pend D’Oreille River this spring.

70,000 eggs per year.
Asian clams are found in the pet
trade as an aquarium species, which
is another potential pathway for this
invasive species to spread. CKISS
wants to remind aquarium owners
to never dump the contents of their
aquarium (animals and plants) into
natural places including waterways.
CKISS has a program called ‘Don’t Let
It Loose,’ which promotes responsible
pet and aquarium ownership. Tips on
what to do with an unwanted aquarium
pet can be found here: https://ckiss.ca/
action/pet-and-aquarium-owners/
“Unfortunately, once established,
eradication of these invasive
clams from a waterbody is highly
unlikely due to limited management
options. This is why prevention
is the best tool we have,” states
Laurie Frankcom, CKISS Education
Program Coordinator.
In addition, the CKISS wants
members to be on the lookout for,
and report any sightings of, Asian
clams. The shells are triangular
shaped, usually less than 2.5 cm but
up to 6.5 cm in length. They can
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be yellow-green to light-brown in
colour with elevated growth rings.
They are found in freshwater at the
sediment surface or slightly buried
in silt, sand, or gravel substrates.
Reports can be made through the
‘Report Invasive Species’ app, the
provincial website, or by calling the
B.C. Conservation Officer Services
Hotline: 1 877 952-7277.
The CKISS is also monitoring
the region’s major waterbodies for
invasive zebra and quagga mussels,
a different invasive aquatic mollusc,
and to-date, they have not been
detected anywhere in BC waters.

Randy
Speers
Construction

Construction, timber framing and HRV
installations • Serving Nakusp & Area

250-265-7313

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN
HALL LUMBER
& BUILDING SUPPLIES
SOLID
PLAN

MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter
TimberFrame Homes
Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall
Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding
Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales
dave@maddentimber.com

250 265 1807

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat
10 am to 5 pm
PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd.
Edgewood, BC

K&A

Kent & Arlene Yardcare Services
Housewatch • Free Estimates
358-2508 • 358-7785 • 505-8210
wyofonoff1@yahoo.ca

DRAFTING AND DESIGN

Experience the
WAUVIK touch!

S. KING, CET

For all your interior
renovation needs:

skingcivil@hotmail.com

- Complete Drywall
Services

(250) 358-7922

4619 Hwy 6, New Denver, BC V0G 1S1

Crescent Bay
Construction Ltd.

- Bathroom Renovations
- Carpentry and More....
Over 20 yrs Experience

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

WCB/Licensed/Insured

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431
• Email cresbay@telus.net

Vik 250-505-6509
wauvikrenos@yahoo.ca

Tim Reilly

Suite 3, 622 Front St
Nelson, BC Vll 4B7
C: (250)551-6584
Licensed Residential Builder & General Contractor
Design • Project Management • Building Services
www.trctimberworks.com

Grow Your Own
Indoor & Outdoor Garden
Supplies, Knowledgeable Staff,
Store Hours 9am – 5pm
Monday- Saturday.
Closed Sundays and Long Weekends.

AVIS EXCAVATING
T: (250) 551-7127
E: joszef@airpost.net

Renovations and
Maintenance Made Easy!

Serving the Slocan Valley

• Excavation • Ditching
• Water Lines • Land Improvement
• Sand & Gravel Delivery

Wired by Alex

Electrical Contracting Ltd
Alex Joseph

47 years serving Ainsworth, Kaslo & north
All electrical work, micro-hydro & solar

Call Don (250)353-2563

250.226.7441

www.leafcabinetry.com

Jim Pownall
& Co.

LOG & TIMBER
FRAME HOMES
Crane Service

New Denver • BC
250-358-2566
jpownall@telus.net

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

• Power Trowel • Concrete Finishing
• Concrete Stamping and Acid
Staining • Forming • Tile Setting
• Cultured & Natural Stone Installation

Leaf Cabinetry

Residential & commercial
cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC

(250) 551-TIME (8463)

250-358-7721

• Basic Renovations & Construction •
• Painting • Landscaping •
Hourly Rate, By Appointment Only
– Slocan Lake communities Only –
Contact Tim Giles – 250-355-2559

Scarlett’s Electric

mobile

CONSTRUCTION,
LTD.
FOUNDATIONS • ROOFING • RENOVATIONS
p: 250-226-7849
w: avisexcavating.com
Larry Avis: lmavis@telus.net

Specializing in Timber Framing
Cell: 250-265-8503 Home: 250-265-2278
• BONDED Journeyman carpenter
• HPO Licenced Builder #42639

www.manciaconstruction.ca

CREATIVE MASONRY SOLUTIONS
FOR YOUR HOME AND BUSINESS

River Bardati
250-354-9535

COMMUNITY
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Slocan Valley artists chosen to show in international exhibition
submitted
Slocan Valley artists Frantisek
Strouhal and Barbara Brown are two
of 75 artists from around the world
chosen to show at Manhattan Arts

International’s ‘The Healing Power
of ART in Honour of Nature,’ May
20-July 20.
The purpose of this exhibition
is to promote extraordinary

nature-inspired artists; and to raise
awareness about the importance of
honouring, preserving and protecting
our natural environment.
Strouhal’s ‘The Tree of Life’ was
chosen for the exhibition. “Once
I discovered my connection with
Nature, the Universe turned into
my divine home,” says the artist’s
statement. “My treasure and wealth
are the burning sky at twilight, the
blue halo of the ascending moon,
the fragrance of the wildflowers, and
the chatter of the birds. These are my
home, the calmness and warmth in
which my soul rests peacefully. As
Nature’s patience is eternal, She is
the one that is my real home. So that
at every moment of the day, I find rest
in my Mother’s divine nest.”
Renee Phillips, Director of
Manhattan Art International, says of
Strouhal: “You know immediately
his art comes from a deep spiritual
connection. You expect a visual
journey where you will connect to
a different level of consciousness.”
Barbara Brown’s piece chosen
for the exhibition is ‘Stone Portal
to Beyond.’ “I am blessed to live

on a wild forested mountainside in
British Columbia, Canada, where
I walk daily and am awed by the
beauty. Gratitude overflows, and I try
to capture it in paint so others might
experience nature connection too.
Much of humankind has forgotten we
are ourselves Nature. We mistakenly
hold ourselves separate, and
consequently experience feelings
of loss and lostness. Nature suffers

badly too, from our disrespect. Let us
fall back in love with her, and begin
the healing,” she says in her artist’s
statement.
The exhibition can be seen at
https://www.healing-power-ofart.org/the-healing-power-of-art-inhonor-of-nature-exhibition/
More information on the Slocan
Valley artists: frantisekstrouhal.com
and barbarabrownart.com.

Stone Portal to Beyond, by Barbara Brown

Janet Mary
McLean

December 14, 1944 –
March 5, 2021

It is with heavy hearts that
we announce the passing and say
goodbye to our dear sister Janet
McLean. Janet passed away March
5 after a brief sickness with heart
and lung disease.
Janet was born and raised in the lower mainland of BC, the third of
five children of Doris and Laurie Knight. Her family lived at various times
in Richmond, New Westminster and Surrey. As a child, Janet excelled in
school sports. But as she couldn’t sit still for very long in the classroom,
she had to leave school at an early age. Janet began her working life as a
waitress. She worked as a maid and then attended the New Westminster
Hair Dressing Academy. After completing the program, Janet became
a successful hairdresser in Vancouver. In 1965, Janet and her sister Iris
moved to Revelstoke, where Janet married her first husband, Wayne Pavol.
She managed the business aspects of their logging company. While living
in Malakwa with her husband, Janet suffered a bout of cancer, which she
fought and ultimately defeated. After her marriage with Wayne ended,
Janet moved to Burton, where she met and later married Dave McLean.
While they lived in Burton, Janet and Dave made several holiday trips to
the southwest in their converted school bus. They were accompanied on
these trips by half a dozen pet dogs. In 2006, Janet and Dave relocated to
Nakusp, where Janet could better care for her husband after he developed
Parkinson’s disease. When Dave passed away in 2008, Janet moved to
Hills and New Denver. She and Bob Moyer became constant companions.
Janet had a big heart. She often bought flowers for those she learned
were suffering pain or loss of a loved one. Janet loved dogs, cats and
animals of all kinds. She made a point of visiting sick and lonely people
in hospital and care facilities.
She studied herbs and became an advocate of natural medicine. She
enjoyed gardening and chatting over a cup of coffee. Janet was loved by
her family, including many nieces and nephews. She is dearly missed by
her friend Bob, her sister Iris, her brother Wayne and half-brother William.

The Tree of Life, by Frantisek Strouhal

Notice on title placed on Silverton Inn
by Jan McMurray
A ‘notice on title’ will be placed
on the Silverton Inn property due
to noncompliance with the building
code.
Silverton council agreed to the
notice on title at a special council
meeting on June 10, acting on
a recommendation from John
Southam, RDCK building manager.
Southam and Silverton Inn
owner Maurice Palmer were both
in attendance at the virtual council
meeting.
Southam provided a written
report to council, with a summary
of the communication between
Palmer (or his representatives) and
the RDCK building department
regarding “unsafe conditions” that

would have to be addressed before
renovating, opening the inn to the
public, or having more than one
person occupying the building. These
communications started in April
2017 and continue to the present.
The report lists deficiencies to
do with the septic system, kitchen
hood and extinguishing system, and
fire separations.
Palmer told council that he had
complied with all requests, and had
applied for and paid for a building
permit. However, Southam said
that the building permit application
continues to be incomplete.
“The most recent drawings are
again incomplete,” he said. “Mr.
Palmer and his representatives have
been notified of these documentation

errors many times previously. In this
specific instance, he has neglected
again to provide drawings sealed by
an architect or registered professional
engineer… We have been awaiting
Mr. Palmer’s attempts to complete
those processes and we have
responded to many, many emails and
other requests, and the building and
the unsafe conditions that exist there
remain unpermitted. That’s what
brings us to this recommendation,
so the Village of Silverton is released
from liability for not being able to
have compliant construction and a
safe building for the occupants of
the building. That’s our view of the
matter at this point.”
Council voted unanimously to
place the notice on title.
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Kootenay Lake Angler Incentive Program grand prize winner
of all ages.
“This program reduced rainbow
trout and bull trout abundance faster
than any other recovery action
implemented to date. In the absence
of these predators, kokanee will likely
have a better opportunity to survive to
maturity and reproduce. We anticipate
this last year has made significant
steps towards the goal of recovering
kokanee and the Kootenay Lake
trophy trout fishery,” says Molly
Teather, Fish Biologist, Forests, Lands,
Natural Resource Operations, and
Rural Development.

by Jan McMurray
A new privately owned
campground in Rosebery, north of
New Denver, was designed as a
retreat for people working on the
front lines.
Wilson Creek Retreat is a place
for people who serve, or have served,
in the armed forces; in emergency
services such as police, fire and
ambulance; and for those who serve
their communities, such as nurses
and educators. The campground is
also available to private user groups
who want to book the whole site.
Ron and Krista Lyver have
both worked in the military and in
policing, and are providing camping
space for people with similar career
backgrounds.
“It’s a way for us to bring
people to the Kootenays, and to
give something back. We’ve both had
great careers,” said Krista.
The campground is on a property
owned by John Lyver, Ron’s father.
John moved to Rosebery in 1963 and
bought the property soon after, but
it has remained undeveloped until
now. “It would be nice to build on
it someday, but in the meantime, we
wanted to find a way to utilize the
property,” Krista said, adding that the
campground also provides space for
the family to continue coming back

to Rosebery.
Ron was born in the old New
Denver hospital and grew up in
Rosebery and Penticton. He served
in the army for six years, and in the
RCMP for 24 years. Krista’s parents
were in the air force, so she grew up
on military bases throughout Canada
and in Germany. The couple lives in
Summerland.
Silverton Transport did the
excavating and campground design
work, and Wired by Alex out of
Rosebery did the electrical. Krista’s
sister created the logo and website,
and her parents helped out as well.
“And of course we are in debt to
John Lyver for providing the space,”
Krista said. “It’s been a fun project,
from getting an address to putting
in power, with lots of help from
family.”
Located on West Wilson Creek
Road and Hwy 6, Wilson Creek
Retreat has five sites, all with power
and water, and a picnic table and fire
ring. Next year, one of the sites will
have a large canvas tent for those who
don’t have RVs or tents, Krista says.
Bookings are done through the
website or by email. A brochure at
the entrance orients campers, and an
attendant comes by every day.
For more information: www.
wilsoncreekretreat.ca.

Wilson Creek Retreat provides
camping for first responders

Wilson Creek
Retreat
Krista & Ron Lyver
Owners / Operators

wilsoncreekretreat@gmail.com
https://wilsoncreekretreat.ca/

So, get outdoors and help save
BC’s iconic kokanee salmon while
hooking yourself a delicious dinner
and maybe even some great prizes in
year two of the Kootenay Lake Angler
Incentive Program!

The Kootenay Lake Angler
Incentive Program is managed by the
local West Arm Outdoors Club with
support from BC Wildlife Federation,
Freshwater Fisheries Society of BC,
Habitat Conservation Trust Foundation,

Ministry of Forests, Lands, Natural
Resource Operations and Rural
Development (FLNORD), Jones Boys
Boats of Woodbury Creek and several
local merchants from around Kootenay
Lake.

PHOTO CREDIT: TAMMY WHITE, WHITELIGHT PHOTOGRAPHY

submitted
The grand prize winner of the
Kootenay Lake Angler Incentive
Program final draw is Eugene Volokhov
of Balfour. He has won a sleek 18’
Kingfisher boat equipped with a 115hp
Yamaha engine, valued at over $50,000,
from Jones Boys Boats & Marina.
The draw marks the successful
completion of the first year of the
Kootenay Lake Angler Incentive
Program. The program, a tremendous
local success, has been extended for a
second year with a new youth program
and a set of fantastic prizes for fishers
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The grand prize winner of the Kootenay Lake Angler Incentive Program final draw is Eugene Volokhov of Balfour.
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Linda Mennie presents four decades of art at the Hidden Garden Gallery
submitted
Linda Mennie’s
retrospective show titled Work
in Progress will be featured
at the Hidden Garden Gallery
from June 29 to July 4. Wellknown locally, Linda has been
a practising artist for over four
decades and has participated
in solo and group shows
from Victoria, Vancouver and
Nelson to Kaslo, Silverton and
New Denver.
Linda studied art in

high school but when she
met Berute Macijauskas,
an inspiring teacher at Sir
Winston Churchill Secondary
School in Vancouver, her ideas
about art expanded and took
off. Berute organized a class
trip to the old Vancouver Art
Gallery to view the work of
pop artist and rising star Robert
Rauschenberg, who, speaking
to the students, awakened
Linda to new possibilities
of art making. It was said of

Rauschenberg at the time,
“Like a composer making
music out of the noises of
everyday life, he constructed
visual art from the trash of
urban civilization.” Linda’s
interests in assemblages,
collages and conceptual art
were born even though clay,
drawing and fibre arts were
still compelling media for her.
As a feminist, Linda
followed the work of Eva
Hesse and Judy Chicago and
was fortunate to view Judy’s
famous installation called the
Dinner Party in Montreal.
Further study at Langara
College in 1979 and Emily
Carr School of Art in 1980
plus an exciting galleryhopping trip to Europe in
1989 deepened her theories
about the material of art, its
concepts and physicality.
The degradation of the
environment became a serious
concern for Mennie and armed
with her camera and artist’s
eye, she produced Where the
Smokestacks Live – a result
of driving and hitchhiking
across the country collecting
photos of smokestacks. She
photocopied and reworked the
images adding text – images
that we will see in slides
during the upcoming show.
Linda and her partner
Richard moved to Nelson over
30 years ago and their rich
and hectic life centred on the
making of more art and being
a part of the co-operative
Blue Moon Gallery. Always
energetic, Linda took not only
her shows but the collective’s

group shows to the grunt
gallery in Vancouver.
When Linda was
diagnosed with MS in 1995,
the use of camera, brushes
and other technologies gave
way to even more creative
approaches to art making.
Richard and Linda had
relocated to New Denver
at this point. For 15 years,
Mennie worked weekly with
clay artist Elly Scheepens in
Artel Studio. Elly says of that
time, “When Linda makes up

her mind, nobody can stop
her.”
Another nod to Linda’s
love of the environment
was her significant outdoor
installation, The Moss
Trail 2007, which we will
see memories of in this
retrospective. The lovely
mossy walking path in the
woods behind her house
became an exhibition space
for her clay sculptures and
provided a challenging place
for daily walks. It was these

walks that kept her mobile.
Work in Progress not only
exemplifies the continuing
dedication that Linda brings
to her art practice, it also
embodies her enormous spirit
and desire to spread her light
to all. It speaks to the need for
resiliency in all of our lives.
Linda looks forward to
meeting with family, friends
and visitors at her lively show
and especially welcomes us all
to celebrate Canada Day with
her in small groups.

Linda Mennie’s retrospective show titled Work in Progress will be featured at the Hidden Garden Gallery from June 29 to July 4.

Category 3 burning prohibited in the Southeast
submitted
Category 3 open burning
is prohibited throughout the
Southeast Fire Centre, which
includes the Rocky Mountain
Natural Resource District and
the Selkirk Natural Resource
District.
T h e B C Wi l d f i r e
Service is implementing this
prohibition to help prevent
wildfires caused by Category
3 burning and to protect
public safety.
Prohibited activities that
would constitute a Category
3 open fire include: any fire
larger than two metres high
by three metres wide; three
or more concurrently burning
piles no larger than two
metres high by three metres
wide; burning of one or more
windrows, and burning of
stubble or grass over an area
greater than 0.2 hectares.
This prohibition applies
to all public and private land,
unless specified otherwise
(e.g., in a local government
bylaw). Check with local
government authorities for
any other restrictions before
lighting any fire.
This prohibition does not
ban campfires that are a halfmetre high by a high-metre
wide or smaller, and does not
apply to cooking stoves that
use gas, propane or briquettes.
This prohibition also does

not ban Category 2 fires,
which include one or two
concurrently burning piles
up to two metres high by
three metres wide each, or the
burning of stubble or grass in
an area less than 0.2 hectares.
Anyone found in
contravention of an open fire
prohibition may be issued a
ticket for $1,150, required to
pay an administrative penalty
of $10,000 or, if convicted in
court, fined up to $100,000
and/or sentenced to one year in
jail. If the contravention causes
or contributes to a wildfire, the
person responsible may be
ordered to pay all firefighting
and associated costs.

The Southeast Fire Centre
would like to thank the public
for its continuing help in
preventing wildfires. To report
a wildfire or open burning
violation, call 1 800 6635555 toll-free or *5555 on a
cellphone.
For the latest information
on current wildfire activity,
burning restrictions, road
closures and air quality
advisories, go to: bcwildfire.
ca
You can follow the
latest wildfire news on
Twitter at http://twitter.com/
BCGovFireInfo and Facebook
at http://facebook.com/
BCForestFireInfo

submitted
Care homes and hospice
houses throughout the Interior
region have been awarded
$700,000 in special support
through the national ‘LTC+
Acting on Pandemic Learning
Together’ program.
LTC+ is an initiative by
Healthcare Excellence Canada
launched to help support the
long-term care (LTC) sector
to document and share lessons
learned from delivering care
during COVID-19, with the
goal of being better prepared
for pandemics in the future.

This funding will support
the 70 care homes in the Interior
to build on what has been
learned through COVID-19,
and strengthen their pandemic
response in six key areas of
practice: readiness, prevention,
people in the workforce, surge
capacity, care planning, and the
presence of family.
The grant funding will
benefit all IH owned and
operated care homes, including
the homes in New Denver,
Nakusp and Kaslo. Each of
the 70 IH owned homes will
receive $10,000.

Interior region care homes
awarded national grant

