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100% Locally Owned & Operated

submitted
The Silverton Co-work Society is 

receiving almost $900,000 to create a 
North Slocan Valley Community Food 
Centre in Silverton. The funding comes 
through the provincial Community 
Economic Recovery Infrastructure 
Program (CERIP), which is investing 
$90 million to support community 
economic resilience, tourism, heritage, 
and economic development projects to 
support BC’s post-pandemic economic 
recovery.

“The idea of a food hub is one which 
has been percolating in the community 
for at least a decade,” says Mick Wilson, 
local farmer and vice president of the 
Silverton Co-work Society. 

When the Healthy Community 
Society created a food hub committee 
several years ago to begin work towards 
creation of such a space, the Silverton 
Co-work Society was simultaneously 
working on creating a technology hub for 
office work, skills training, and meetings. 
Because both initiatives are based 
on providing shared work spaces for 

The Silverton Co-work Society board of directors outside the Silverton General Store, where 
they will be creating a community food centre and co-work space. Miranda Hughes, Morgen 

Bardati, Ellen Kinsel, Paula Shandro, Robin McNabb, Mick Wilson.

Silverton Co-work Society to build North Slocan Valley Community Food Centre
community programming and economic 
development, it seemed natural to pursue 
this larger vision under a single roof and 
a single organization. Three members of 
the Healthy Community Society’s food 
hub committee joined the board of the 
Silverton Co-work Society, which will 
oversee the combined vision. 

The CERIP funding for the food 
centre will be used in conjunction 
with the previously provided Rural 
Community Development grant 
from the Ministry of Forests, Lands, 
Natural Resource Operations and Rural 
Development (FLNRORD) to create 
a co-work space on the ground floor 
of the heritage Silverton General Store 
building. 

“The food centre and co-work 
space projects are complementary,” 
says Morgen Bardati, society co-chair. 
“Aligning them in the same physical 
space will benefit both and provide 
unique opportunities for incubating 
small business with cross pollination of 
ideas, resources, business training, and 
collaborative projects.”

In addit ion to CERIP and 
FLNRORD grants, financial support 
has been received from the Slocan Valley 
Economic Development Partnership 
and private donations. The Village of 
Silverton provided initial funding for 
the co-work feasibility study. Overall, 
the project will cost approximately $1.3 
million, including contributions from the 
building owner.

Plans include renovations to the 
building, bringing it up to current 
building code with COVID-19 
ventilation requirements, and a space 
designed to be both functional and 
flexible. A commercial kitchen will 
be available to local food producers, 
caterers, and food-related home-based 
businesses. Space for food storage and 
a culinary tool library are included in 
the design, as are spaces large enough 
for educational programs, workshops, 
and potentially an indoor market or 
pop-up cafe.

A primary objective of the 
project is job creation and economic 
support for the North Slocan Valley. 

In addition to the jobs created during 
the construction phase, local value-
added food entrepreneurs will have 
an accessible commercial kitchen and 
flexible spaces for service and sales to 
the public. “The food centre will raise the 
profile of emerging food issues, respond 
with community-informed solutions, 
and will be in a position to offer stability 
and continuity during times of global 
change and emergency situations such 

as pandemics or wildfires,” states Paula 
Shandro, co-chair. 

The society is currently working 
with the Hammond family, owners of 
the General Store building, to finalize 
designs. Ellen Kinsel, society treasurer, 
says, “We expect to be ready to go to 
tender for the construction contract by 
early summer, but there are still a lot 
of unknowns as we move through the 
process.”
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by Jan McMurray
If all goes well, there will be a 

brand new 5,000-square-foot library 
on Kaslo’s Front Street in three 
years’ time.

T h e  l i b r a r y  i s  l o o k i n g 
for community feedback and 
involvement, and hosted an online 
public meeting on February 24. 
Library Director Eva Kelemen said 
the new facility was envisioned 
to be “welcoming, highly visible, 
accessible, energy-efficient, tech-
enabled, and with an awesome 
collection.”

“We have a community of 
lifelong learners,” Kelemen pointed 
out as a good reason to invest in 
the library. She also said reading 
for pleasure as a child predicts a 
better outcome in life regardless of 
socioeconomic status.

The chair of the library board of 
directors, Anne Heard, said that the 
library has run out of room after 38 
years in its present location in the 

New library for Kaslo: community feedback and involvement wanted
basement of the City Hall building. 
“Every new or donated book means 
something from the collection has to 
go,” she said. 

Although use of the Kaslo Library 
is higher than average for small 
libraries in BC, Heard said, the 
collection is about 20% smaller 
than average because of the space 
constraints.

The lack of space also impacts 
staff and volunteers, library programs, 
and storage. Kelemen said her 
“dream” was to have “a room for 
volunteers where they can have a 
cup of tea.” 

Also, the library is “barely meeting 
current accessibility standards,” 
Heard said, and the location is not 
ideal. When the library temporarily 
moved to Front Street during City 
Hall renovations, visits increased 
substantially.

All of these challenges are 
addressed in the preliminary concept 
drawings of the new building, done by 

R Inwood Design and Richard Hunter 
Architect (posted on the library’s 
website). There’s a large circulation 
area, a designated 500-square-foot 
program room, a reading nook, a 
children’s area, a teen room, an area 
for public computers and copying, a 
local history room, a meeting room 
with a smart board, a staff room, 
offices, storage areas, accessible 
washrooms, a small kitchen, and a 
room for exam invigilation.

Heard explained that the need 
for a new library was identified 
about five years ago. Because current 
legislation prohibits public libraries 
from owning property, the library 
approached the Village and was well 
received. Village council formed a 
committee with library and Village 
representatives, and established a 
library capital reserve fund that is 
strictly for funding and donations for 
the new library. Although donations 
must be made to the Village of Kaslo, 
with it noted that the funds are for 
the new library, people were assured 
that their donations would go into the 
reserve fund and could not be diverted 
for other Village purposes.

The $300,000 purchase price of 
the land on the corner of Front and 
5th across from Front Street Park 

is being funded by Columbia Basin 
Trust ($180,000) and the library 
($120,000). Kelemen reported that the 
library’s fundraising efforts to cover 
its $120,000 share of the purchase 
price are going very well – $88,000 
has been raised in donations and 
pledges so far – with $32,000 left 
to go.

Fundraising for the construction 
and landscaping costs, estimated at 
$3.5-$3.7 million, is also underway. 
An application has been submitted to 
the Investing in Canada Infrastructure 
Program (ICIP), which will cover 
73.33% of the total construction costs. 
Kelemen said the process was “very 
competitive, so cross your fingers and 
hold your hands in prayer!” If the ICIP 
grant is approved, the funding has to 
be spent in three years. Other funding 
commitments for the construction 
phase have come from Columbia 
Basin Trust ($300,000), the RDCK 
($50,000), and one very generous 
local pledge of $50,000.

The new library’s operational 
costs will be higher than currently, 
Mayor Suzan Hewat said, but there 
will be an opportunity to offset those 
with rental fees. Kelemen said a rough 
estimate of the operating costs in the 

new facility was $22,000 annually 
and would result in a “very small 
tax increase” for the service area’s 
residents.

Mayor Hewat also said that other 
community needs, such as affordable 
housing, were considered – but the 
ICIP grant can only be used for a 
library. “Once we have got or not got 
the grant, we can pivot and look at 
different uses for the space up above. 
Until we know about the ICIP grant, 
we can’t go any further on those 
discussions,” she said.

A fundraising committee was 
established in January and is working 
on communications materials and 
event planning. Watch for an online 
auction this spring, the library’s 
display at the Saturday Market, and 
notices of further events. Heard 
listed many ways individuals can 
get involved. “Be a friend of the 
new Kaslo Library, spread the 
excitement and enthusiasm, volunteer 
for fundraising efforts, participate 
in fundraising events, or consider 
donating,” she said. Tax receipts are 
issued for donations over $20.

Check out kaslo.bc.libraries.
coop/new-library-project/ for more 
information.

Kootenay (RDCK) has placed a notice 
in this issue of the Valley Voice, seeking 
public input on the cannabis retail 
licence. See page 9 to find out how to 
submit comments.

“We’ve been pleased at how swift 
the Province and RDCK have been,” 
Mattson said, “and I expect and hope 
we’ll be able to open this year.”

With the Province as the sole 
wholesaler, Mattson says the products 
they’ll have in the store will be 
limited to within the scope of what the 
Province carries. However, they want 
to carry Slocan Valley-grown pot, and 
are encouraged by the project to build 
a co-op cannabis processing facility at 

the junction.
“This valley is known around the 

world for having some of the best 
producers, and if they have made that 
transition to legal wholesale growing, 
we want to carry it. We’ll see what’s 
possible within what the provincial 
wholesaler allows.”

Mason and Mattson took over 
management of Evergreen Natural 
Foods in 2018. Mason’s parents owned 
Evergreen, so she grew up in Crescent 
Valley. She lived in Vancouver for a 
while, and moved back to the valley 
in 2016 when her mother fell ill. “We 
wanted to build a life here and we 
realized there was a place for us to take 
over the store,” she said.

First Slocan Valley cannabis shop 
planned for Evergreen Natural Foods
continued from page 3
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SHELLEY BORTNICK, 
MSW, RSW

Individual, couple and 
family therapist

30 years experience
Offers counselling services involving 

mental health (depression, anxiety, 
etc.), addictions, grief and loss, 
trauma and life transition issues.
For appointment, please call 

250-265-3397

HUGS OVER MASKS FREEDOM 
TOUR RALLY

April 3rd  12 – 3 PM • Nelson City Hall
INSPIRATIONAL

Speakers    Live Music   Resources    Refreshments 
Featuring 
Vlad Sobolev - Founder Hugs Over Masks, We Are All Essential & I Am Free Canadian 
Marcella - Manging Director Hugs Over Masks
Beatrice - We Are All Essential Okanagan Rep
Danna - The Liberty Club speech on media
Pastor Gord Harding, Celebrations Church 
Live Music by One Former Brunette

For More Info. or to Join Kootenay Freedom Contact: 
info@kootenayfreedom.com

by Jan McMurray
The first legal pot shop in the 

Slocan Valley may be coming soon – 
to the café space at Evergreen Natural 
Foods in Crescent Valley.

Evergreen owners James Mattson 
and Serena Mason have applied for a 
cannabis retail store licence and are 
planning to transform the Everbean 
Café space upstairs into a pot shop. 

“We’re excited about it, and we 
think it will add to the tapestry of the 
valley. It seems like a natural fit,” 
Mattson said.

“It’s all about local for us,” Mason 
added. “It will be one less reason to 
drive to town, and we’ll be hiring local 
people to work at the cannabis shop, as 
we do at Evergreen.” 

After legalization in October 2018, 
Mattson said they thought they’d see a 
cannabis store open in the valley, but it 
didn’t happen.

“It wasn’t a good time for us to be 
taking on a project because we were 
expecting a child,” he explained. “Then 

First Slocan Valley cannabis shop 
planned for Evergreen Natural Foods

COVID happened, and we had to close 
the seating in the café. So we had this 
wasted space, and COVID really drew 
out the weaknesses of that space as a 
cafe. So it seemed like the time to do 
it – but now we’re expecting another 
baby!”

As per regulations, the cannabis 
store will be completely self-
enclosed – it will be walled off with 
fire separations. An entrance ramp/
stairway will be built on the highway 
frontage side.

Mason said the café will continue 
to run until renovations begin, after they 
get preliminary licencing approval. At 
that point, all the usual goodies from 
the café will be available in the store, 
including sandwiches, wraps, cookies, 
etc. The only thing they won’t be able 
to serve is espresso coffees, but there 
will be a simple coffee and tea service. 
She said the kitchen will be staying 
intact, and there are plans to re-create 
the café in another space in the store.

“The café will be coming back,” 

Mason assured. “We just need to 
renovate another spot in the store.” 

The application process has 
three parts, Mattson explained. “The 
business viability component is where 
the Province wants to know you will 
be a reliable business partner, because 
they are the wholesaler,” he said. Then 
there is security screening, and a public 
input process.

The Regional District of Central 
continued on page 2
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OPINION

EDITORIAL / LETTERS POLICY
The Valley Voice welcomes letters to the editor and community news 

articles from our readers. 
Letters and articles should be no longer than 500 words and may be 

edited. We reserve the right to reject any submitted material.
Please mark your letter “LETTER TO THE EDITOR.” Include your 

address and daytime phone number for verification purposes.
We will not knowingly publish any letter that is defamatory or libelous. 

We will not publish anonymous letters or letters signed with pseudonyms, 
except in extraordinary circumstances.

Opinions expressed in published letters are those of the author and not 
necessarily those of the Valley Voice.

The Ingrid Rice cartoon is a satirical look at current events in politics and is sponsored by the Kaslo Hotel. The Hotel does not necessarily share the political views of  the artist.

– KASLO HOTEL IS OPEN –
Happy Hour is back! 3 PM–5 PM & 9 PM–10 PM. Drink and 
appetizer specials.Open from 12PM Wed – Sun, CLOSED 

Mon & Tues. WWW.KASLOHOTEL.COM 250-353-7714

Staying afloat
I would like to thank the 

Kootenay Lake Historical Society for 
an insightful look at our past struggle 
with our most recent pandemic. (VV, 
Feb 25: ‘A look back at the Spanish 
flu in the Kootenays’)

How quickly we (humans) forget 
the recent past to our collective 
detriment. It only goes to show how 
important the study of history is if we 
want to have any chance for success 
in the future.

I would also like to thank Richard 
Caniell and Ann Sherrod for their 
paid and unpaid submissions over 
the past few issues of the VV. It 
really goes to show how much you 
both care about our micro and macro 
society by putting in the time and 
energy with your articles. By not 
remaining silent you are throwing the 
rest of us a life-preserver to keep us 
from drowning in the misinformation 
tsunami.

Rayn Butt-Grau
New Denver

Learning from 
each other

On February 18, Israel National 
News reported some worrisome 
outcomes from their vaccination 
program against COVID-19, 
regarding adverse reactions to 
the vaccine. Israel led the way 
in the vaccine roll-out and has 
already vaccinated over half of its 
population. An interesting contrast 
may be seen in India. They were 
unsuccessful in holding back the 
virus and experienced an intense 
period of infection. But as a result, 
antibody testing has demonstrated 
that already at the beginning of 
February, there was a 56% immunity 
in the population, which means they 
are well on the way to herd immunity. 
In spite of their intense period of 
infection, India’s death rate per capita 
from the pandemic is extremely 
low. This may be partially due to 

a liberal use of antivirals. I suspect 
it is also due to the fact that India 
has a long tradition of techniques in 
nursing people back to health from 
transmittable disease.

If we’re going to have global 
pandemics, we need to develop 
global initiatives in learning from 
each other, both from unfortunate 
experiences as in Israel and the 
unexpected outcome in India.

Norbert Duerichen
New Denver

We should be 
paying heed

Let us assume I choose not to 
wear a mask (I do, just theorizing). 
You say I endanger you, your 
children, your family, your well-
being, your future, and stay away 
from me. Can I, then, along the same 
train of thought, going in the same 
direction into the future, claim that 
if someone is actively destroying 
the forest and the water cycles, they, 
too, are endangering my future, my 
family, my well-being, and also the 
well-being of this only planet we are 
on? And should those be put under 
intense scrutiny, hounded by law? 
Just wondering.

We are in grave danger. First of 
all in danger of shoving each other 
into the ditch over issues, and second, 
in danger of forgetting just how 
vulnerable this earth is. I think our 
health institution should have piped 
up about the bovine growth hormone, 
when instead they were trying to get 
it on the market. Only by the noble 
actions of Shiv Chopra who blew the 
whistle were Canadians spared this 
none-too-pleasant ingredient in their 
dairy products. He consequently lost 
his job with the government, because 
he had the integrity to speak up. Then 
there are all the herbicides, all given 
the approving nod, despite the fact 
that there are a lot of dangerous ones 
out there. Dicamba is one very drift-
prone one, just coming into full use. 

There are a lot of health issues 

that our government should be acting 
upon, not just viruses. COVID has 
been an excellent alibi for resource 
extraction. You get dizzy just trying 
to follow all the crazy projects going 
through. We should be paying heed. 

Angelica Herlihy 
Grand Forks

Canada votes
There is talk of a federal 

election. In this election, every 
eligible Canadian voter must vote. 
Every Canadian politician (elected 
or not) has been through H1N1, 
SARS, swine flu, etc. and the 
writing was on the wall that Canada 
needs vaccines and facilities to 
produce them. The European Union 
spent $2.5 billion to be prepared for 
COVID, to produce 100s of millions 
of doses for themselves and other 
countries around the world. PM 
Trudeau spent $2.7 billion on his 
own personal agenda. That was my 
money, that was your money, that 
was OUR money and Canadians 
are dying from coast to coast from 
COVID. After trying for two years, 
there is no indication how or where 
that money was spent. Maybe this 
will make the WE scandal look like 
a kindergarten tea party.

PM Trudeau has lowered 
Canada to the status of a third 
world country. Instead of producing 
vaccines and helping third world 
countries, Canada is begging for 
vaccines and taking it away from 
third world countries. So now 
that he has shown he does not 
care about the health and well-
being of Canadians (actions speak 
louder than words), what about 
gun control? What is next on his 
personal agenda that he believes 
will drive Canadians to arms so 
that he has to disarm Canadians? 
If PM Trudeau acted for the health 
and well-being of Canadians, every 
one of us would be vaccinated right 
now and Canada would be able to 
provide for third world countries. 
This is why we have to vote for 
intelligent, responsible government. 

Would it have been more cost 
effective and would there have been 
more lives saved if Canada had 
spent whatever it took to produce 
our own vaccine and end COVID 
than to pay out billions of dollars 
in health care costs and financial 
assistance (and once again have 
lives lost)?

Ed Varney
Winlaw

CERB and RSP 
– a deal breaker

I want to share my experience 
with CERB and the allowable ‘income 
threshold’ and how RSP withdrawals 
can affect your eligibility for CERB, 
and the clawbacks that you may be faced 
with now.

In the beginning of 2020 – pre 
COVID – my husband and I had no 
choice but to withdraw some of our 
RSPs. After that, I had shoulder surgery 
from a car accident and had to apply for 
medical EI – I believe at the time it was 
all CERB.

Then came the reality of 2020 when 
it was time to file our tax returns. I felt 
sick to my stomach – the end line of my 
return said I owed CRA money. I started 
to look at my return and my net income 
was over the 38K threshold for collecting 
CERB. I knew then that it was my RSP 
withdrawal that pushed my income up, 
but how could this be – it is not earned 
income!

I spoke with a senior agent from 
CRA, who explained to me that even 
though Service Canada deems that 
pensions and RSP withdrawals are not 
earned income, the CRA does deem 
them earned income. I understand that 
RSPs are taxable, but they are not earned 
income. When you withdraw them, they 
are savings. SAVINGS is the key word 
in ‘Registered Retirement Savings Plan.’

I asked the CRA agent if he had had 
any other calls in reference to CERB and 
RSP, and he said no, that I was the first. 
I was shocked! I told the agent that he 
should expect a million calls about this. 

CERB should follow the same rules 
as any other government program and 
keep RSPs as a savings withdrawal, 
because that is what they are – savings, 

continued on page 5
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— Sponsored by: The West Kootenay Coalition for Tolerance —

Dear Valley 
Community

We are writing out of concern for 
the direction we see our community 
going in. The whole world is tested 
to its limits at the moment, to varying 
degrees, due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. The ensuing limitations 
on our day-to-day lives are extremely 
frustrating.

What has us concerned are the 
mistruths, conspiracy rhetoric and 
xenophobia being spewed forth in the 
Valley in regards to the pandemic. It’s 
important to question the government, 
and the media (all sources; mainstream 
and alternative). Even in a democracy, 
government answers to corporations, 
and has many interests which are not 
solely focused on the well-being of 
its citizens. Free speech is a defining 
beacon of democracy.

That said, it has come to our 
attention that some members of our 
community are comparing our current 
(and relatively easy-going) COVID 
restrictions in BC to Nazi Germany. 
To compare our public health officials 
trying their darndest to protect the 
elderly and most vulnerable from an 
illness disproportionately affecting 
them – to a regime that committed 
mass genocide, is an abhorrent 
comparison. It’s unconscionable to 
compare wearing a piece of cloth on 
your face for 5 minutes while you 
shop at The Kootenay Co-Op - to a 
regime that gassed people alive at 
concentration camps.

We knew a woman, who as a 
young mother in Nazi occupied 
Poland, watched SS officers pound her 

twin 18 month old son’s heads in with 
rocks until they died. All the while, the 
SS officers laughed as they held the 
helpless mother down.

That’s what Nazi Germany was 
about – mass genocide, murder, 
slavery and torture. The minor, and 
temporary, restrictions we face in 
BC cannot be conflated with the 
Holocaust. If you are not a Holocaust 
survivor, or survivor of any genocide 
– that’s a comparison that’s not yours 
to make.

We believe  that it’s a luxury to 
have the time to complain about 
mask wearing, and to sit in our warm 
houses googling the “Plandemic.” 
Most of the world is just trying to get 
by at the best of times. Most settlers 
in Canada know very little about true 
loss of freedoms, or of life in a real 
dictatorship. Talk to an Indigenous 
elder, or someone from Gaza, Yemen, 
Syria or China about your perceived 
lack of freedom in modern-day 
Canada. While our government doles 
out the CERB, families are fleeing 
war zones, crossing seas in inflatable 
rafts with their children. Only, if they 
are lucky, to end up in a freezing 
and disease-ridden refugee camp. 
Perspective is lacking – we’ve got it 
easy in Canada.

There are so many urgent 
humanitarian and environmental 
crises in the world, and closer to home. 
Why not use our position of privilege 
to put our energies into productive 
causes?

Why not raise awareness about 
children in the West Kootenays who 
don’t have enough food in their 
fridges? How about a “ Freedom 

March” for Indigenous rights, and 
to bring awareness to the plague of 
missing and murdered Indigenous 
women? How about a march in support 
of reconciliation and restitutions for 
the horrors of the residential schools? 
This very land we live on is a site of 
the recent genocide of the Sinixt – who 
are still struggling for recognition and 
rights on their lands. 

How about a Freedom March for 
victims of domestic abuse? There are 
abused women and children right here 
in this Valley.

What about standing up to the 
forestry companies decimating 
our sacred forests, old growth and 
watersheds? Let’s march against the 
greedy corporations draining our lands 
of every last drop of oil and gas.

Let’s march in support of the 
families of the victims of the fentanyl 
crisis, and march against the gangsters 
flooding our streets and killing our 
youth with the toxic drug.

Let’s band together for climate 
change awareness and put our energies 
into the changes we need to implement 
in order to save our drastically 
warming planet.

We believe the above listed causes 
to be coherent. Protesting wearing a 
piece of cloth on our faces does not 
appear to be a positive expenditure 
of energies. We are concerned that 
the claims of wanting freedom are 
selective, and that the cause is narrow. 
Our “Charter of Freedoms” does not 
supersede our neighbour’s right to live.

QAnon rhetoric is seeping 
into the Valley like a malignancy, 
piggybacking on concerns about 
personal freedoms. Make no mistake, 

the QAnon movement is a white 
supremacist movement. It stands 
for Islamophobia, misogyny, anti- 
Semitism and anti-Black hatred. It’s 
a dog whistle to the angry, bored and 
bitter folks in society. It’s unsettling 
to see peace-loving folks in the 
Valley becoming radicalized, and 
espousing white supremacy mantras. 
Libertarianism is extremism.

In response to the conspiracy 
rhetoric coursing through the Valley, 
we strongly believe the following:

* COVID-19 is not a hoax 
coordinated and perpetrated by every 
doctor on the globe.

* There is no “Great Reset,” but 
rather a crummy virus we have to 
live with for a while. Bill Gates is 
not planning on implanting us all 
with tracking devices. If you own any 
sort of wireless device, or if you use 
the internet – then you are already 
“tracked.”

* BLM is not a white supremacist 
movement. BLM is about Black 
Americans and their supporters 
standing up to 400+ years of ongoing 
slavery (look no further than the 
disproportionate incarceration of 
African-Americans in US jails) and 
taking a stand against police brutality 
in their communities.

* George Soros and the Rothchilds 
are not plotting to take over the 
world. That’s an age-old cliche, and 
a dangerous anti-Semitic trope. Hitler 
spewed the same bile. Nor are they 
the only powerful billionaires. The 
“Global Banking Conspiracy” is not 
race specific. Greed and lust for power 
transcends all communities, nations 
and ethnicities. 

* Pedophilia and child trafficking 
are horrors, but that horror is not 
specific to any one political affiliation 
or ethnicity. Please stop demeaning the 
personal hell of sex abuse survivors 
by somehow tying in mask wearing 
during a pandemic to pedophilia and 
child trafficking.

The beauty of the Slocan Valley 
community is love and tolerance. Most 
Valley folks are tolerant, educated and 
open-minded. To those few folks who 
are spewing hatred under the guise 
of fighting for freedom – please stop. 
Racism, xenophobia and intolerance 
are rearing their ugly heads cloaked 
under a disguise of new age conspiracy 
theories. Lack of critical thinking 
breeds paranoia; which then opens the 
door to atrocities. Voltaire once said: 
“Those who can make you believe 
absurdities, can make you commit 
atrocities”.

Of course it’s a stressful time. 
Job losses, social isolation and the 
isolation of our seniors in the care 
home industrial complex are tragedies. 
There are some positives – why must 
we only focus on anger and paranoia? 
We are all slowing down; catching our 
collective breaths and giving Mother 
Earth a much needed break from 
our gluttonous consumption of her 
resources.

Let’s teach the next generation 
love and tolerance for all; regardless 
of race, creed or sexual orientation. We 
live in one of the most beautiful places 
on earth – let’s not poison it with hate. 
We need coherence, tolerance and 
decency now more than ever.

Sincerely,
Concerned Citizens

not earned income. 
Oh Canada, what have you done 

now?!
Laura Lee McGhie

Slocan

continued from page 4

No freedom 
without 
responsibility 

What I don’t understand is that you 
publish letters that deny the existence 
and severity of the coronavirus pandemic 
and falsities like the claim by Cifarelli 
and Gian about a “landmark decision by 
the German court” declaring lockdowns, 
social distancing etc. as unconstitutional. 
That is not so.

The Bundesverfassungsgericht 
(Constitutional High Court) admitted 
that the freedom of the people is massively 
restricted because of the measures ordered 
by the federal and provincial governments, 
but the wellness of the public goes before 
the freedom of the individual. Anyone can 
read the latest decisions of that court on the 
internet under ‘Bundesverfassungsgericht/
Corona pandemic.’

The protesting people misunderstand 
the term ‘freedom.’ They should think 
instead of equality and egalitarianism 
– equal before the law – which protects 
the order and safety of the public. 

Equality includes responsibility. In the 
protesters’ assumed individual freedom, 
responsibility is forgotten. Professor 
John Rawls of Harvard says: “Justice 
must be the uppermost law of all social 
institutions, and must contain the rights 
and responsibilities of the individual.” 
(emphasis mine) My rights end where 
yours begin; your freedom ends where 
mine begins.

PS: The latest decisions by the Merkel 
government in Berlin as of last night are: 
The general lockdown is extended to 
March 28. Easing of restrictions is possible 
depending on the infection incidence in 
the various regions. If the infection rate is 
below 50/1000 persons, gatherings of five 
persons from two households are allowed; 
businesses, shops, museums can open; 
non-contact sports, cultural events, outdoor 
cafes etc. are allowed. If the infection rate 
is below 35: gatherings up to 10 people 
from two households, indoor cafes etc. 
are possible, but in all categories, masks, 
distancing or restricted numbers are in 
effect. It is assumed that the COVID-19 
testing and vaccination programs will keep 
the incidence rates down.

Richard Eichenauer
Fauquier

Dear editor
“It is the duty of the newspapers 

to avoid publishing inaccurate or 

The “science” purported to back up 
the letter writers’ opinions is not backed 
up by any provable facts or quotes – to 
the contrary, it can be disproved by 
research, statistics and experience which 
are readily available. One example is 
Kuntz’s numbers re: masks. Masks were 
not intended to protect the wearer against 
contamination. They are designed to 
prevent the wearer from spreading 
infection should he be an asymptomatic 
carrier. So yes, people who wear a mask 
can and do get infected. The mask 
protects others. This is why practising 
social distancing as well as wearing a 
mask is important.

I suppose this will convince you 
that I am supporting the ‘hoax’ of 
COVID or the ‘government conspiracy.’ 
So be it. Fact is, I refuse to be in any 
way associated with this tidal wave of 
disinformation. I have written my last 
letter to the editor in the Valley Voice.

Elsje de Boer
Burton

REALLY?
Free speech ends when people ask 

publishers to censor certain contents 
which they claim to be “lies and 
misleading.” (Valley Voice February 25, 
Richard Eichenauer’s letter to the editor.) 
Contrary to Richard, I laud the Valley 
Voice for publishing the multiple facets continued on page 6

misleading statements and further, it 
is the duty of newspapers to correct 
promptly, and with due prominence, 
significant inaccuracies or misleading 
statements.” (Reynolds Journalism 
Institute, Accountable Journalism, 
Canada).

You have opted to publish what 
is not only disinformation but also 
submissions that incite readers to break 
whatever laws, regulations or directions 
our elected government and qualified 
experts have issued to combat a real and 
present danger. As well, many of these 
letters are defamatory with respect to 
people like Dr. Bonnie Henry and our 
elected government.

I have consulted the editors of 
The Tyee, Prof. Teesa Scassa, Prof. 
Calvin Sandborn, Prof. James L. Turk at 
Ryerson, Reynolds Journalism Institute, 
the National News Media Council, and 
IHA. Their opinions were unanimous: 
this is neither accurate nor responsible 
journalism.

Furthermore, your reporting was not 
balanced. Not once did I see an interview 
with, for instance, Dr. Burkholder or 
anyone from IHA. Not once did I see 
an article exploring how assisted living 
institutions in the West Kootenays are 
dealing with the pandemic. Not once 
did I see any explanation on the health 
measures or their purpose.

of the never-ending COVID story. Thank 
you, Jan and Dan!

But wait, even if a lunatic like me 
answers YES to five questions out of 
six, there would be NO to question # 2. 
Is this a trick, Richard?

There is enough censorship 
already, as well as the consequent and 
incessant fear mongering. Worldwide, 
we are hearing the same narrative in the 
mainstream media – different opinions 
are not accepted. Thus, it is hard to not 
become brainwashed and still look for 
some truth. 

Criticism is ridiculed and called 
‘conspiracy theory.’ REALLY?

A decade ago, I started to get educated 
about electromagnetic frequencies, 
wireless radiation, as BC Hydro pushed 
customers to opt for a smart meter. 
Wireless radiation is dangerous and a 
potential carcinogen, as stated by the 
WHO in 2011, when there were still 
some independent scientists working for 
the WHO. Today, the wireless industry 
has successfully infiltrated the WHO, 
ICNIRP, and Health Canada. These 
agencies and Dr. Bonnie Henry will tell 
you that it is safe for your baby to play 
with wireless devices 24/7. REALLY?

Why I am writing about this? Well, 
it is the same pattern with all major 
corporations. For their profit, they 



The Valley Voice   March 11, 2021   6 LETTERS

will do anything, regardless of 
whether it’s harmful or not. Do 
you remember the thalidomide 
scandal, 1958-1970? Do you 
still picture those thousands 
of children with deformities 
and l imbs missing? The 
pharmaceutical  company 
Gruenthal denied that their 
product was harmful. REALLY? 

Health Canada also would 
deem it safe that you spray your 
lawn with Roundup and have 
your kids play on it afterwards. 
REALLY?

One may understand that I do 
not trust Health Canada and Dr. 
Bonnie Henry. Health Canada 
is dominated by the industries it 
presumably regulates.

I’ve just found out about 
a new BC-made documentary 
called The New Corporation, 
a follow-up to the 2003 
documentary, The Corporation. 
An article by Norman Wilner in 
the Georgia Straight about the 
new documentary says: “They 
did tell us, 17 years ago, that 
entities dedicated to inflating 
their own profits at the expense 
of everything and anything 
else would inevitably roll over 
everything and everyone in their 
way; The Corporation, which 
Abbott and Mark Achbar directed 
using Bakan’s book of the same 
name as its base, concluded that 
if the modern corporation was 
put through a psychological 
assessment, it’d be diagnosed a 
psychopath.

“And now, here we are in 
2020 and the psychopaths have 
won. With a brisk efficiency, 
The New Corporation guides 
us through the ensuing years of 
economic collapses and global 
decay, as corporations continue 
to pursue their domination of both 
the physical and virtual world.”

Now people may draw their 
own conclusion, REALLY! 

Wulf Mense
Winlaw

continued from page 5

Old news – 
new

Hot news items: 1) PH 
Ontario pushing parents to 
confine/isolate their children 
and prevent interaction for 14 
days 2) Tony Fauci is losing 
the trust of many; he states: 
“There are things that even 
if you are vaccinated you 
are not going to be able to 
do in society” (pbs.org) 3) 
Zuckerberg has stated: “We just 
don’t know the long-term side 
effects of basically modifying 
people’s DNA and RNA…”, 
4) Frontline nurses speak out 
(globalfrontlinenurses.com) 
adding their voices to experts 
globally (e.g., Great Barrington 
Declaration).

Truth is, 95% efficacy 

nature by humankind has 
ultimately altered our biology 
to a point where we have had 
to maladapt to our self-created 
toxic environment.” (Quotes 
from Dr. Bush.)

Fortunately, many of us 
do choose to embrace the 
world and life all around us 
and “…celebrate the incredible 
biodiversity we live and breathe 
each day.”

T. Orlando
Winlaw

Newcomers 
can be good 
ancestors

Increasingly, newcomers 
to BC are understanding that 
land operates on much broader 
time scales that we can hope to 
quickly comprehend. It takes 
dozens of human generations to 
begin to see natural patterns and 
cycles. It takes close observation; 
it takes living in relationship with 
the more-than-human world; and 
it takes the careful passing down 
of this knowledge to build a base 
from which to make good, life-
supporting decisions. Scientists 
are increasingly turning to the 
traditional ecological knowledge 
of Indigenous folk to fill in the 
blanks in their own systems of 
knowing.

It is not surprising that 
settler Canadians – newcomers, 
here for only a few hundred 
years – are joining their voices 
with First Peoples. I was 
saddened and angered to hear 
the NDP government give 
another green light to the Site C 
hydroelectric project in the face 
of massive opposition (so-called 
democracy). And heartened to 
see how strongly people from 
all walks of life have come out 
in support of the West Moberly 
First Nation’s call to abandon this 
hopelessly destructive project. 
We need to keep up the pressure 
(true democracy).

Many opponents of Site C 
express deep concerns about this 
phenomenal waste of taxpayers’ 
money – $16 billion and counting 
– as well as the safety of the 
construction. First Nations are 
upholding the value of the land as 
rich wildlife habitat and some of 
BC’s most productive farmland. 
As Eileen Crist asks in her book 
Abundant Earth, in the face of the 
steep decline in life’s richness, 
“Why is the collapse of biological 
diversity sidelined in mainstream 
culture?”

Biologists ask why today’s 
people feel entitled to make 
these phenomenal decisions on 
behalf of unconsulted future 
communities. Fragmenting and 
destroying habitat is the leading 
cause of life’s decline. Unless we 
believe that we are not part of 

life, all this unnecessary human 
expansionism – Site C, Zincton 
Resort, etc. – will impact not 
just future generations but our 
own lives as well. This kind of 
‘progress’ must be seen for what 
it is – degredation.

What gives us the right to 
say our lives are more valuable 
than those of other animals? 
What gives us the right to 
condemn future generations of 
species, including our own, to an 
impoverished planet? What gives 
us the right to violate agreements 
that were made in our names so 
that we could settle this rich, 
beautiful and abundant land?

First Peoples, including the 
Sinixt who have lived her for 
400+ generations (10,000 years), 
are asking settlers to step up 
to our responsibilities for the 
land that sustains not just us, 
but all life. The newcomers 
here, who are gobbling up land 
and resources for potential and 
uncertain short-term gain, need to 
stop damning everyone’s future. 
Site C will produce expensive 
power that we don’t need. Future 
generations will ask: why were 
we so hungry, so greedy for 
more? Don’t we have enough 
of what we need already? The 
Zincton All-Seasons Exclusive 
Resort will be nothing short of 
Wreck-reation. Our descendants 
will ask why we sacrificed our 
collective planet in the name 
of ‘fun’ for an elite of the ultra-
wealthy?

We settler newcomers would 
benefit from listening to the wise 
ancestors of this land and their 
descendants. And to do our part 
in becoming good ancestors to 
future generations. This means 
taking a close look at ourselves. 
This means moving out of our 
endless, groundless fears of 
not enough. This means being 
grateful and honouring what 
we have. This means speaking 
up. This means taking action on 
behalf of the more-than-human 
world. Come on, become a good 
ancestor.

KL Kivi
New Denver, Sinixt 

tumxwúla?xw

Police, COVID 
and politics

Early March always brings 
this back to mind. On the morning 
of March 3, 2005, my 8 am patient, 
a nurse from nearby Mayerthorpe, 
Alberta, was quite distressed and 
teary-eyed. She revealed that 
four young RCMP officers were 
ambushed and shot on a nearby 
farm that night. Everyone in the area 
was shocked and sad with disbelief 
and grief. Like all first responders, 
police are not just essential to keep 
peace, but are members of the 
community and become friends 
to many. The folks and businesses 

we all have different facts and 
knowledge. We have to avoid the 
idea that “my science is better than 
your science.” As evidenced by 
the COVID policies, our science 
is not a solid foundation. Science 
is always changing as discoveries 
are made; things we accept as true 
today may be a lie by next week. 
I remember having little battles 
of disagreement with doctors 
who would constantly prescribe 
antibiotics for children, creating 
gut dysbiosis and more chronic 
health problems. Of course they 
would disagree with me giving 
kids supplements and probiotic 
cultures. Years later, we have 
resistant bacteria and doctors are 
prescribing probiotics and fecal 
transplants. We cannot afford to 
be arrogant with what we think 
we know.

Some things I am quite certain 
of include that our general fear 
of a viral infection, including 
COVID, is exaggerated. Healthy 
people, even old folks, have a very 
high rate of recovery. Our health 
officials are putting far too much 
emphasis on avoiding the virus, 
and almost no attention to the 
role of a healthy immune system 
to resist any infection or variant. 
Even being deficient in vitamin D 
has been shown to be a risk. Folks 
with the lowest vitamin D have a 
much higher death rate.

Our health care system and 
medical practice, from research 
funding to licensing boards, has 
been captured and dominated by 
germ theory and pharmaceutical 
corporate influence. There is no 
profit in healthy populations. We 
need to get politics and pharma 
influence out of our profit-driven 
health system and work at 
empowering folks to take their 
health as a personal responsibility.

Next time you see educated, 
peaceful, concerned citizens with 
signs, shivering in the cold, don’t 
be afraid – talk to them and ask 
questions. There’s zero chance of 
‘catching a virus’ outside, among 
healthy people.

Police wanting more clarity 
and direction, check with: ‘Police 
on guard for thee,’ a website by 
a growing body of retired and 
active officers. Mainstream media 
is being used as a propaganda arm 
of government and pharma, so they 
manage information they don’t like. 
You can access Vaccine Choice 
Canada (vaccinechoicecanada.
ca), Children’s Health Defense 
( c h i l d r e n s h e a l t h d e f e n s e .
org), World Doctors Alliance 
(worlddoctorsalliance.com). 
Many (thousands) of doctors 
and nurses around the world are 
speaking out and bringing evidence 
that lockdown and masking and 
distancing are very poor ‘health 
measures.’

Dr. Sig Zierath D.C.
Kaslo

testing from Pfizer/Moderna 
‘vaccines’ are from 7-day and 
14-day trials and are specific to 
treating symptoms. Many are 
lining up despite the uncertainty/
risk. For those with great faith in 
the medical system, I’ve heard: 
“I’m too old” and “I’m just 
going to follow what they’re 
saying and get the shot.” Many 
simply want to travel, bring an 
end to lockdown, restrictions, 
and masking. Understandably 
so.

For those seeking out 
their own truth – what feels 
inherently true for them – check 
out Dr. Zach Bush. I’ve just 
recently scratched the surface. 
As stated previously – we need 
to get back to nature. Here are 
some quotes from Dr. Bush.

“The microbes we are 
destroying are the direct link 
between our bodies and the 
Earth. The dramatic increase in 
human disease we are currently 
experiencing is a symptom of 
the failing health of our planet.”

“The warrior mentality has 
also led to a mischaracterization 
of the innate immune system 
where it is often described 
as  a  protect ive barr ier 
separat ing us from the 
perceived threats of nature.” 
He also states: “over half of 
the human genome is of viral 
genetic origin.”

“Our ability to interact with 
nature at a biological level is 
paramount to our survival. 
The innate immune system 
is not fighting against nature, 
it’s an intelligent, dynamic, 
living mechanism connecting 
us to nature and keeping us 
in a balanced relationship 
with nature by promoting 
biodiversity — not eliminating 
it. We have to coexist with the 
microorganisms that surround 
us and it’s the innate immune 
system via the gut microbiome 
that assures balance between 
protection and adaptation.”

W e  n e e d  b e t t e r 
understanding of the fact that 
the immune system is both 
innate and adaptive. “The 
adaptive immune system 
makes downstream decisions 
on our relationship, not with 
the viruses, but with the proteins 
that we produce from the 
viruses,” says Dr. Bush.

T h e  ‘ v a c c i n e ’ m a y 
reduce risk from subsequent 
inflammatory inflammations 
but is NOT going to protect you 
from coronavirus.

Good news: “The human 
body is not as delicate as we are 
led to believe — we are actually 
quite resilient. We don’t live in 
a world where we are under 
constant attack by nature.” 
Unfortunately the reverse is 
true: “…the destruction of 

of the area contributed to the 
Fallen Four Memorial Park, for 
Constables Anthony Gordon, Leo 
Johnston, Brock Myrol, and Peter 
Scheimann. A fund for Anthony 
Gordon’s two children was at least 
something we could do.

I’m writing this 16 years later, 
to bring attention to the difficult 
positions our police are often 
put into. Police have been called 
to enforce ‘COVID measures,’ 
and have often demonstrated 
exceptional skill at knowing 
the law, their oath of duty, and 
respect for citizens’ rights. We 
have also seen episodes of police 
actions more demonstrative of 
street gangs or fascist thugs. I see 
it as good officers expected to 
enforce confusing, contradictory 
and unenforceable decrees from 
politicians and ‘health officials’ 
who should know better. Our 
nation and our communities are 
suffering from disinformation 
and division due to lack of truth 
based on evidence. When we 
perceive others as a threat or 
enemy, civilized life becomes 
difficult and dangerous.

We citizens give authority to 
our government and policymakers 
to do what is right for us, and we 
have to hold them accountable 
when their loyalty to the people 
is questionable and our rights 
are violated. This ensures our 
democratic freedoms. We have 
a Bill of Rights to protect us 
from abuse of authority by our 
officials, but we have to enforce 
it, with the courts, or with 
public demonstrations and civil 
disobedience if needed.

My parents witnessed the 
abuse by stolen authority during 
the Russian revolution. My father 
saw his mother’s teeth kicked in 
by an ‘official’ who accused her 
of not speaking Russian to her 
children. He saw how people 
became indoctrinated with the 
propaganda for the new normal 
communist regime, and would turn 
on their neighbours and anyone 
who disagreed, and would bully 
and abuse dissenters. He saw how 
they even clubbed and forced 
dissenters through a hole in the 
ice of a frozen lake, justifying their 
action being ‘for the good of the 
people and the country.’ Religion 
and church were outlawed and 
he and many others beaten and 
imprisoned for going to a church 
meeting.

Eventually, after moving 
through several countries and 
escaping tyrannical East Germany, 
we made it to Kelowna, BC. 
Imagine my dad’s surprise when 
his old car broke down, and not 
knowing English yet, a police 
officer offered to help him instead 
of berating and abusing him. This 
is civilization. We are not each 
other’s enemy, but we need to 
make an effort to understand that 
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Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work, 
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal

WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS
359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539

3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

Our valley’s green 
grocer since 1990 

• Fresh 
• Organic 

• Wholesome 
1290 Hwy #6 

Crescent Valley
250-359-7323

– Open daily –
(Closed Christmas & New Year’s day)

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES 
The Village of New Denver is now accepting applications for the 
following:

Nikkei Internment Memorial Centre
The Village of New Denver is now accepting applications for Museum 
Attendants, Museum Assistants and Collections Assistants to 
work at the Nikkei Internment Memorial Centre National Historic Site. 

Student positions: Open to individuals between 15-30 years of age.  
Wage $15.20/hour. 
Non-student positions: Flexible hours available from May to 
September.   Wage $17.48/hour. 

Village of New Denver Public Works
The Village of New Denver is accepting applications for an Equipment 
Operator, Temporary Labourers and Summer Student Groundskeepers 
in the Public Works department for the 2021 season.   

Equipment Operator position:  Wage $26.54/hour.
Temporary Labourers positions:  Wage $20.79/hour.
Student Groundskeepers positions:   Wage $15.20/hour.
 
Centennial Campground
The Village of New Denver is currently accepting applications for a 
Campground Attendant for the 2021 season (May – September).  

For more information regarding any of these opportunities, please 
contact the Village Office. Positions will remain posted until filled.  All 
applicants are thanked for their interest – only those selected for an 
interview will be contacted.

VILLAGE OF 
NEW DENVER

115 Slocan Avenue · P.O. Box 40, New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
(250) 358-2316 · office@newdenver.ca · www.newdenver.ca

by Kathy Hartman
• The Village received a $257,000 

grant for the Nikkei Centre. See story, 
back page. 

The Sandon Historical Society 
also received $211,000 to complete the 
replica Burns and Atherton buildings 
beside the Sandon Museum, and to 
install wheelchair access at the rear of 
the museum.

• Council wants to reduce the 
risk of flood damage from Carpenter 
Creek, and asked staff to apply for a 

New Denver council, February 23: $257,000 grant for Nikkei Centre 
$50,000 grant to hire a consultant to 
produce a plan for flood mitigation 
work. 

An engineer’s report recommends 
removal of a treed gravel bar upstream 
of the bridge and a log jam between the 
bridge and the creek mouth, which the 
report states contributed to the severity 
of the damage during the 2020 freshet. 
Having a shelf-ready plan for the 
removal of these obstructions in the 
creek will allow the Village to budget 
for this work or apply to future funding 

streams.
High water volumes in Carpenter 

Creek during the 2020 freshet caused 
damage to the Village’s dikes and 
portions of the Mori Trail, as well as 
to the Province’s bridge on Hwy 6.

The Village will know in late May 
if the application to the Community 
Emergency Preparedness Fund 
was successful or not, so work will 
commence on the creek in time for 
this spring runoff.

• Building activity continues to 

grow in New Denver. Jessica Rayner, 
community planner, presented a report 
to council. 2020 saw 20 building 
permits issued. This is up from 14 
in 2019 and 15 in 2018. The total 
construction value for 2020 was 
$798,741 with $10,245 collected 
in permit fees. The Village of New 
Denver retains 10% of all building 
permit fees collected as revenue to 
offset impact on staff time. The balance 
of fees collected is remitted to the 
RDCK. Permits were issued for four 

residential renovations, demolition of 
two single-family residences, a new 
roof structure, two new residential 
garages and one carport, a new school 
gazebo/outside learning space, a 
residential sundeck with roof, a new 
daycare at the school, renovations and 
stabilization of the museum and four 
additions to existing houses.

•  Counc i l lo r  Col in  Moss 
announced that the Regional District 
of Central Kootenay awarded $5,142 
to the Healthy Community Society 
of the North Slocan Valley for the 
community composting project that 
services New Denver and Silverton. 

by Jan McMurray
The task of revising policies is 

not usually described as “a profound 
experience,” but that’s how it was for 
the committee that revised the Sexual 
Orientation and Gender Identification 
(SOGI) policy of School District 10 
Arrow Lakes.

“Because this is such an important 
policy – this one in particular affects 
students – in order to make sure we got 
it right, we needed to have a fulsome 
committee that had representation 
from all partner groups. What we 
found going through the process 
was that we didn’t just rebuild the 
policy and protocol, but we rebuilt 
community,” said Peter Dubinsky, 
assistant superintendent for SD 10.

The committee had 18 members, 
including four students, two parents, 
a teacher, a CUPE representative, a 
vice-principal, three district staff, all 
five trustees, and two SOGI experts.

SD 10 Arrow Lakes builds community during revision 
of Sexual Orientation and Gender Identification policy

“All the committee members 
really appreciated being part of it,” 
Dubinsky said. “The SOGI experts 
talked about the work they do in 
schools around SOGI, and the work 
they do supporting students. The 
committee was also able to hear from 
the students about what this is like 
in schools. So the committee was 
able to get a deep understanding of 
the work.”

The two Lucerne School students 
who participated, Cassandra and 
Trina, told the Valley Voice: “It felt 
very special to have our input heard 
about something so significant, by 
this group of people who all came 
together to show their support for the 
LGBTQIA2S+ community.”

SOGI experts were Teresa 
Weatherhead, local sexual health 
educator, and Milo Leraar of Trans 
Connect out of Nelson.

“I’m really proud of SD 10 

– this was a really good move,” 
Weatherhead said. “My hope is that 
all school districts can adopt this 
idea of making an inclusive policy 
committee like this, and bring more 
people to the table to discern and 
decide for themselves what seems 
best for everybody. When we bring 
this subject out, we allow for more 
sexual intelligence and maturity.”

The committee met three times 
for 90 minutes each time, January 
26, February 9 and March 2. “We got 
a lot of work accomplished in those 
three meetings,” Dubinsky said. “We 
had a framework and clear objectives, 
and Superintendent Terry Taylor kept 
us right on task! I think everyone felt 
super proud at the end of the day.”

All school districts were directed 
by the Ministry of Education to 
create SOGI policies in 2016, to align 
with BC Human Rights legislation. 
Dubinsky says SD 10 decided to do 

this review and revision of its original 
2016 policy because it had outdated 
language. “We wanted to make sure 
the language was current-day and 
inclusive, and meeting the needs of 
our current student population.”

Weatherhead said changing our 
language is very important in the 
process of changing the antiquated 
ideas in society like homophobia, 
transphobia, and misogyny. She 
said the acronym ‘LGBTQIA2S+’ 
(Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, 
Queer and/or Questioning, Intersex, 
Asexual, Two-Spirit ,  and the 
countless affirmative ways in which 
people choose to self-identify) helps 
to educate people “so we can get to 
the place where we are all just human 
– where we all respect and love one 
another as we are.”

The revised policy was adopted 
at the March 9 school board meeting.

by Jan McMurray
Eagle Graphite’s quarry and plant 

in the Slocan Valley is the site of a 
research project to develop a part for 
electric vehicle batteries. 

The project was awarded grant 
funding of $290,000 in 2019, but 
according to a press release, the project 
was delayed because of COVID-19 
restrictions. Now, the first portion of 
the funding has been released.

Eagle is partnering with the 
University of British Columbia on the 
two-year project. The press release 
states that the project “aims to establish 
baseline performance of battery anode 
graphite from Eagle Graphite’s plant 
and quarry. Further improvements 
to the formulation, incorporating 

Eagle Graphite and UBC partner on EV battery research project
silicon into the anode, will be tested, 
and if successful, advanced for 
commercialization.”

UBC’s Advanced Materials 
for Energy Storage Lab, under the 
leadership of Dr. Jian Liu, is the 
project’s research lead during the initial 
stages. “We are excited to partner with 
BC local industry to advance research 
into high-capacity graphite-based 
anodes for high-performance lithium-
ion batteries for electric vehicles,” 
says Dr. Jian Liu. “This project is 
significant to build understanding about 
the characteristics of critical battery 
material that could lead to a supply 
chain in BC and promote the adoption 
of electric vehicles in Canada.”

The funding comes f rom 

the  prov inc ia l  CleanBC Go 
Electric Advanced Research and 
Commercialization program.

Eagle Graphite CEO Jamie 
Deith was recently invited to speak 
to a parliamentary committee about 
Canada’s opportunity in the field of 
energy technologies. His message: 
we should be investing in our mineral 
processing and manufacturing 
capabilities here at home.

“…Canada has a choice of roles,” 
he told he committee. “One can 
choose to be base level raw materials 
supplier… Canada’s other alternative 
is for us to invest heavily and with 
urgency in downstream manufacturing, 
nurturing a viable ecosystem of second- 
and third-stage processing capacity 
where currently there is a vacuum.”

Deith said that today, Canada 
supplies raw materials – “that’s the limit 
of Canada’s capabilities.” However, 
with electric vehicles and green 
technologies becoming more and more 
mainstream, he said there is “a renewed 
sense of urgency for secure, localized 
and diversified supply chains.” At the 
moment, China has the monopoly 
on intermediate-stage processing of 
graphite for EV batteries, he said. 

submitted
New Denver and area volunteers 

received the disappointing news last 
week that they did not receive funding 
to continue operating the Coin Laundry 
in New Denver. The volunteers, who 
operate under the auspices of the New 
Denver and Area Housing Society, 
had hoped to obtain funds from the 
BC Community Economic Recovery 
Infrastructure Program (CERIP).

“In conversation with the program 
staff this week,” said volunteer Therese 
DesCamp, “we were told that although 
our proposal was good, it didn’t do enough 
for economic development. That’s not a 

surprise: running the laundromat has 
been more of a community service than 
a going business for a long time.”

DesCamp said volunteers met this 
week to examine short-term and long-
term options. They are going back to the 
drawing board to see how else to provide 
this important service, looking at pairing 
laundry facilities with complementary 
businesses and/or applying for other 
funding support. She invites persons 
affected by the loss of this community 
service – and those with great ideas – to 
drop her a note at Box 452, New Denver, 
V0G 1S0, or to email descamp@
heartsrest.com.

New Denver laundromat project 
back to the drawing board
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Thank you for supporting your local businesses! 
The key to a thriving local economy throughout the pandemic and always

COMMUNITY

NAKUSP & AREA
Bon Marche Dollar Dollar
Open 9 am - 5 pm Monday to Saturday. Contactless debit/credit. Cleaning 
protocols in place, customers reminded to social distance. Please wear a 
mask in store.
Facebook: Bon Marche Dollar Dollar Nakusp
250-265-3644 

Crescent Bay Construction Ltd. 
Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-5 pm
Nitrile gloves must be put on (available beside the door) when entering and 
discarded (beside the door) when leaving.
Phone orders and pick-up available. E-transfer payment available at cresbay@
telus.net • 250-265-3747

Kal Tire Nakusp
Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-5 pm
Call or book online for appointment or tire purchases. Emergency and commer-
cial work done as required. Please only one customer in showroom at a time.
Payments accepted by Debit or Credit. NO CASH please.
Sanitization precautions being taken in showroom and all customer vehicles. 
Visit our Facebook page for full details. 250-265-4155, www.kaltire.com

Kim’s Kustoms
Open regular hours, 8:30 am-5:30 pm
250-265-4012 

Nakusp Glass
Open
Drop in, call or email to make an appointment.
250-265-3252, nakglass@telus.net 

Nakusp Taxi
Pick-up and delivery of anything from licenced food, beverage and retail stores.
250-265-8222

Royal LePage Selkirk Realty
Open Mon-Fri 9:30 am - 4:30 pm with COVID-19 safety precautions in place.
Our agents are more than happy to help!
250-265-3635; Nakusp@royallepage.ca

Shon’s Bike - Ski - Stay
Mon-Sat, 9 am - 5:30 pm
Please drop off bike repairs to the rear entrance (in alley) of the shop. No 
appointments are necessary for bike tune-ups. Our coffee shop and lounge 
area is currently closed.
All 2019 bikes are on sale.
For all inquiries, call us as (250) 265-3332, email: info@shons.ca, website: 
www.shons.ca, Facebook: Shon’s Bike - Ski - Stay.

Save-On-Foods
Open 8 am - 7 pm daily; 7-8 am for seniors and people with health issues needing 
more space to shop. Max customer limit in place. Please shop individually; leave 
recycle bags at home; No bottle returns at this time.
250-265-3662. Store Manager: Duncan, Asst. Manager: Ryan

Eagle Small Motors and Repairs
Monday 4-6 pm; Tuesday-Thursday 9 am-6 pm; Friday-Saturday 9 am-5 pm.
250-265-4911

KASLO & AREA
ACE Building Centre-Kaslo
Open 7:30-5 Mon-Sat, Open Sundays and most stat holidays 10-2
250-353-7628, kaslo.building@telus.net, www.kaslobuilding.com 

Angry Hen Brewing Company
Open for patio and inside seating with off-sales for beer to go, 7 days a week! 
Phone to pre-order or to arrange a ‘beer-it-forward’ delivery for a friend. 250-
353-7446, lounge@angryhenbrewing.com, Facebook, Instagram.

Cornucopia
Now open Mon-Sat, 9:30 - 5:30, closed Sunday
250-353-2594; cornkaslo@gmail.com; Facebook Cornucopiakaslo

JB’s Pub & Restaurant
Open Thurs-Sun, 3-9 pm. Hours will extend in the summer.
Takeout available 250-353-7716; 250-353-7717

Jones Boys Boats
We are open for business!
www.jonesboysboats.com
250.353.2550 info@jonesboysboats.com 
https://www.facebook.com/Jonesboysboats

Kaslo Hotel
Open! Pub 12 pm Wed – Sun, Closed Mon & Tues. Wing Wednesday every 
week from 3 pm – Only $9/pound. Front desk 8 am – 11 am & 3 pm - 8 pm for 
check-in and reservations. Strict sanitizing protocols in place. 250-353-7714; 
kaslohotel.com; Facebook

Kaslo Husky
Open Mon-Fri, 6 am-8 pm; Sat & Sun 8 am-8 pm
Physical distancing measures in effect. 250-353-2205

Kaslo Community Pharmacy
Open Monday-Friday 9:30 am-5:30 pm 
We look forward to serving you!
Welcome to shop by visiting during business hours or:
By phone: 250-353-2224, By fax: 250-353-2336, By email: kaslopharm@gmail.com
For prescription refills online visit: kaslopharmacy.myrefill.ca
403 Front Street, PO Box 550, Kaslo V0G 1M0
kaslopharm@gmail.com, phone 250-353-2224, fax 250-353-2336

Kaslo Mechanical
Open! Tuesday - Friday 9 am - 5 pm, Saturday 9 am - 1 pm
Closed long weekends.
6336 Hwy 31, Kaslo • 250-353-7409

Kul Nijjar, REALTOR(R) Fair Realty Ltd.
Open
kul@kulnijjar.ca, 250-505-4722

Sunnyside Naturals
Open Mon-Sat, 9 am-6 pm
Physical distancing measures in effect. Food takeout
Phone orders and delivery available. 250-353-9667

Woodbury Resort
Boat rentals, Camping, Fishing! Angler Incentive Program Depot
Ph: 250-353-7717; Fax 250-353-2004 woodbury@netidea.com

SLOCAN VALLEY
NEW DENVER
Glacier View Service
Open 7 days, 8 am - 6 pm
250-358-2445

New Denver Community Pharmacy
Open Mon-Fri, 10 am-5:30 pm
We look forward to serving you!
Welcome to shop by visiting during business hours or:
By phone: 250-358-2500, By fax: 250-358-2524, By email: kaslopharm@gmail.
com (please use reference “NDCP”)
309 6th Avenue, New Denver V0G 1S0

New Market Foods
Open every day, 8 am-6 pm
You are welcome to come and shop. Keep your distance as much as you can 
with others. We have hand sanitizer at the door as well as at the tills.
If you are self isolating or not wanting to come to the store, we can do your 
shopping for you and have it delivered to you or you can pick it up.
You can call the store at 250-358-2270 or email shop@newmarketfoods.ca to 
place your orders.

Raven’s Nest
Open: Wednesday to Saturday, 11 am – 4 pm. Closed Sunday to Tuesday. We’ve 
got awesome clothes, warm blankets, great books and much more. Thanks for 
shopping local – we hope to see you soon! 250.358.2178; RavensNestBC@
gmail.com; RavensNestBC.com; Facebook

Valley Voice
Open 1-833-501; valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca, www.valleyvoice.ca

Kootenay Kustoms Auto Repair
Open mon-friday 10-5 Please call before coming up
250-358-2121 • rich@krazykustoms.ca

SILVERTON
Silverton Building Supplies
Open Monday-Saturday 8:00 am-5:00 pm
Hand sanitizer is provided. Please observe distancing.
We look forward to serving you!
250-358-2293

Silverton Camp Cafe
Under new ownership! Everything fresh baked daily.
Spring hours Wednesday-Saturday 9:30-2:30
Sunday 10-2
780-660-3784 

SLOCAN
Village of Slocan – Office, Library, Clinic, Fitness Center
Village Office open – Masks Mandatory. Library open (Thursdays 1-5pm, 
Sundays 11am-3pm) - COVID protocols in place; masks mandatory; take out 
service available. Clinic open – Nurse Practitioner, Acupuncture - COVID 
protocols in place; masks mandatory. Fitness Center temporarily closed.

Slocan Village Market
Open. Limiting number of customers in the store. Providing gloves and masks 
to shoppers. 
We are accepting orders by phone for pick-up for those who prefer not to 
enter the store. We are also offering delivery services on a weekly basis.
250-355-2211, svmkt@telus.net

WINLAW
Emery Herbals Botanical Dispensary, Healing Suites and 
Teaching Centre
The Botanical Dispensary Open Thurs and Fri, 12-4. Limit of one client in the 
shop at a time.
Order requests can be sent to orders@emeryherbals.com or by phoning 250-
226-7744 for pick-up using our safe pick-up guidelines. We offer a $10 local 
ship rate and all local orders over $75 are shipped free. We ship once weekly.
Our online shop is https://emeryherbals.com/online-apothecary/
• Colleen Emery, RHT (CHAofBC) is conducting all client consultation online 
or via the phone. Priority is for acute cases, new clients are welcome.
• All classes have moved online at this time.

Mama Sita’s
Open for dine-in, take-out and delivery. Outdoor seating. 9 am-7 pm.
Phone or come in. 250-226-7070.

Wide Spot: 
Feeling or 
Fact?

Two conversations and 
two questions: in the first 
exchange, a woman assured 
me that she was right in her 
stance about wearing/not 
wearing a mask because she 

could “feel it in her body.” In 
the second, a man said that 
when someone criticized him, 
she was being abusive—he 
knew this to be true because 
of his inner response.

And  the  ques t ions , 
proffered by a third person: 
Aren’t feelings facts? Isn’t 
my gut feeling the best 
absolute barometer for truth?

I wish it were that easy.
Feelings are facts, in that 

they represent something real: 
the sensations of my body. 
They tell me that my stomach 
hurts, my head aches, or that 
my chest feels tight. These 
are facts, and part of the work 
of an adult is to acknowledge 
these sensations and decide 

what to do about them. 
In another sense, feelings 

are not facts. They do not 
state clearly the truth of 
an external situation; they 
simply indicate my body’s 
interpretation of that external 
situation.

The new research on 
trauma, which provides real 
hope for healing PTSD, is 
all about bodily sensation 
– experiencing what is 
happening in our body rather 
than ignoring it or drugging it 
away. But the essence of good 
trauma therapy is intended to 
liberate one from the difficult 
experience, rather than allow 
it to frame every subsequent 
interaction.

I f  I  g r e w  u p  w i t h 
screaming and hitting – and 
I don’t consciously examine 
my physical responses – then 
whenever someone raises 
her voice, my body is going 
to feel abused. If I grew up 
with silent scorn, I’ll interpret 
certain facial expressions as 
disdain whether intended or 
not. It doesn’t matter what 
I know rationally. The body 
decides long before I start 
thinking.

Relying solely on bodily 
sensation to navigate life 
choices is no more adequate 
than relying solely on logic. 
Healthy responses come from 
using both our sensations and 
our working minds. 

We’re in a tricky time. 
The pandemic may be easing 
but the seeds of mistrust 
sown in this last year won’t 
disappear with vaccinations. 
When I read the paper or 
Facebook or listen to the 
news, it’s obvious that most 
of us are desperately trying 
to bludgeon each other 
into agreement with our 
viewpoint. 

The upside of this mess 
is that this is an ideal time to 
develop character, starting 
with a close look at my 
physical response to ideas 
that I dislike!

That closer look shows 
that like virtually everyone 
else, I’m more comfortable 

with my settled opinion 
than with hearing something 
challenging. I may avoid 
people with whom I seriously 
disagree – partly because I 
don’t like being harangued, 
but also because I don’t 
want to be unsettled. At 
some level, I am afraid of 
others’ opinions. They cause 
discomfort in my body. It 
hurts to change my mind.

But my feelings are only 
facts insofar as they tell me 
how my body is interpreting 
a challenge to my worldview. 
Cultivating curiosity – as 
well as recognizing our fear 
– might help all of us weather 
this time.

That’s a fact.

It pays to advertise in the Valley Voice!!!
Call toll free 1-833-501-1700 for details

Support the 
Valley Voice 

with a voluntary 
subscription
Only $5-$50 

Send Cheque or Money Order 
to: Valley Voice, Box 70, 

New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
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by John Boivin,  Local 
Journalism Initiative reporter

A Winlaw family is trying 
to put back together the pieces 
of their life after a house fire 
levelled the home they were 
renting last month.

“ I ’ m  t r y i n g  t o  b e 
optimistic,” says Esmeralda 
Nadeau-Jasso. “But when 
you’ve lost everything it’s 
hard to be.”

Nadeau-Jasso and her 
partner, Felix Bilodeau, were 
away from their rental house 
in Winlaw the afternoon of 
February 24 when the fire 
broke out. RDCK officials 
say the Winlaw Volunteer Fire 
Department received a call 
at about 1:50 pm, reporting 
heavy smoke coming from a 
residence.

Because of  the s ize 
of the fire, more than 20 
firefighters responded from 
the Winlaw, Passmore and 
Slocan departments, and were 
able to save at least one other 
building, as well as some 
vehicles and farm equipment 
on the property. 

“Crews worked hard and 
overcame adverse weather 
conditions and difficult 
fire behavior,” said Kynan 
O’Rourke, the RDCK regional 
deputy fire chief - operations. 
“Minor injuries occurred 
involving icy conditions and 
firefighter slips.”

O ’ R o u r k e  s a y s  a n 
inves t iga t ion  has  been 
completed, but the cause of the 
fire hasn’t been determined. 

Nadeau-Jasso says her 
family lost everything in 
the fire. They moved to the 
Winlaw rental a year ago, and 
brought her work inventory 
with them – art supplies, 
circus costumes, and tools 
for woodworking, felting, 
silversmithing, and make-up 
kits. Much of their furniture 
and children’s toys were also 
handmade and irreplaceable.

“Basically everything 
is gone. My beautiful book 
collection, my antiques. 
None of my antique furniture, 
things I found in garage sales 
over years, made it. Tons 
of beautiful antiques, books 
from the 1800s, it’s pretty 
harsh,” she said. “My partner 
is a musician, and he lost all 
the recordings he had on his 
computer, his music projects. 
They are all gone.”

Winlaw renters lose all in devastating house fire
The couple didn’t have 

any renter’s insurance, she 
says.

“At the time it wasn’t in 
the budget, we’re artists,” she 
says. “I make my money doing 
artistic endeavours, events all 
around the world.

“Then COVID happened, 
and everything I was doing 
for festivals is on hold. I really 
regret not having renter’s 
insurance.”

Nadeau-Jasso says she’s 
just happy her family is safe, 
and they’re beginning to try to 
rebuild their lives. She says it’s 
going to take time to replace all 
her things.

“I am trying not to dwell 
on the loss, but more on what 
I have – I have one project that 
represents a thousand hours of 
work, it was in another building 
and safe,” she says. “We have 
our health, our family, and our 

dog – my neighbour ran in and 
saved her.”

A GoFundMe campaign 
was set up a few days after 
the disaster, and the response 
has been heartwarming – they 
blew past the first target of 
$20,000, and to date (March 
8) have raised $25,000 of their 
new $30,000 goal.

“The support from the 
community’s been amazing,” 
she says. “I have a pretty 

decent network. I had a circus 
community in Montreal, the 
Burning Man community, and 
people in the Kootenays and 
Winlaw. 

“People I don’t even know 
are willing to try to help us 
with what we lost.”

Now the work begins of 
rebuilding their lives. Finding 
new accommodations in the 
Valley will be a big enough job 
in itself. Nadeau-Jasso might 
even try to make art from the 
disaster.

“In coming weeks I’m 
going to try to make stuff 
from the ashes… the old burnt 
books, there’s some beautiful 

coloured burnt books there… 
I was thinking of making 
something artistic from that.” 

Nadeau-Jasso and her 
family aren’t the only ones 
left homeless by the fire.

The house was split into 
two suites, and the second 
renter, another artist, also 
lost years of work materials 
and other personal items. A 
GoFundMe campaign has also 
been set up for that person. 
It’s raised about $7,600 of its 
$15,000 target.

You can donate to help 
the two renters by visiting 
gofundme.com, and searching 
for ‘Winlaw.’

by John Boivin, Local 
Journa l i sm In i t ia t i ve 
reporter

Kaslo RCMP reports that 
a man was killed last week 
in an avalanche west of the 
village.

Police say the incident 
occurred in the afternoon 
of March 4, near Mt. Payne 
west of the Kootenay Lake 
community.

“A group of experienced 
snowmobilers had been 
sledding when one person 
was caught in an avalanche 

Avalanche claims snowmobiler’s life
and buried in the snow,” says 
an RCMP release. “The rest of 
the group managed to dig the 
man from the snow, however 
he was pronounced deceased 
at the scene.”

T h e  B C  C o r o n e r s 
Service has conduct of the 
investigation and there is no 
further information available 
at this time.

While police are not 
re leas ing  the  v ic t im’s 
name, a Facebook group 
run by the Crescent Valley 
Fire Department says one 

of their volunteers, Joe 
Leblanc, passed away in a 
snowmobiling accident on 
that day.

“His family is utterly 
traumatized and need support 
from the community,” says a 
post on Facebook. “He leaves 
three small children behind 
and their road is going to be 
challenging in the coming 
months and years.”

A GoFundMe campaign 
has been set up to help the 
family, raising more than 
$25,000 to date (March 8).

This house fire in Winlaw on February 24 was devastating to the people renting there. Everything was lost, but 
thankfully, no one was injured.

Introducing Paula Owen 
REALTOR® 

Paula has been a Managing Broker & Property Manager 
for over 11 years and has built up her Brokerage through 
referrals and word of mouth. We now offer Real Estate 
Trading Services. Contact Paula if you are interested in listing 
your property for sale or looking to buy. Her experience with 
rentals will be invaluable if looking to purchase an investment 
property or selling a tenanted property.

Cell: 250.551.9577
paula@wkrealestateco.com • www.wkrealestateco.com

5 Acres with 2 Beautiful homes – Winlaw 
$1,100,000 
Gorgeous, timber frame home, a second home with 
4 suites in total. This property currently generates 
decent rental revenue on flexible tenancy terms 
to allow a buyer choices. Fencing in place for 
animals, great sun exposure for gardening. A unique 
opportunity to live rurally, in luxury.  MLS# 2456203 

Solid commercial Investment!  Nakusp – $719,000
You don’t come across this kind 
of quality very often. Built in 1995, 
this structure was built to last with 
quality finishings, commercial grade 
flooring and timeless, classic details. 
2 separate, leased spaces. What an 
excellent opportunity to invest in the 
picturesque Village of Nakusp, BC.
MLS# 2456180
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Beverley E 
McClinchey

Jan 31, 1937 – Mar 2, 2021
With a heavy heart I am sad 

to announce the passing of my 
mother Beverley McClinchey after a 
courageous battle with cancer which 
she fought with dignity and grace

Mom was born in Victoria and 
grew up and lived on Vancouver 
Island where she owned a hobby 
farm and worked as a Lab technician 
until she was able to give it all up and 
found her magical home in Nakusp 

30 years ago. There she created her paradise.
Mom was very blessed to be surrounded by family, numerous friends 

and animals.  She had a deep love of animals of every kind and fostered 
many at her property.  She was well known for dressing up as Sylvester the 
Cat for any PALS event, always bringing a smile to the faces around her.  
Her and Meeko her beloved Samoyed were well known in the community 
for many years.

Her home was her sanctuary where she created the life she wanted to 
live fully and on her terms. She was a very strong woman who has instilled 
that strength in her family. If she was told she couldn’t do something, the 
reply was “watch me” and she did.

Mom was able to find joy in everything she did whether it was sitting 
for hospice, taking in new animals for PALS, working in her beautiful 
gardens or just going for coffee with the girls on Saturday morning – 
always with a big smile on her face. She had a special gift of allowing the 
mystical, spiritual world to surround her and everyone around her which 
helped make her passing peaceful.

We would like to thank Robyn, Danna and all of the staff of Halcyon 
House.  We couldn’t have done this without you all. Special thanks as well 
to Flo, Kathy, Ien, June and all of her many friends. You were always there 
for her and she loved you all. Darren, Neil & Rocky – thank you.  You 
helped keep her in her home.

Bev is survived by her daughter 
Linda (Brent) Metcalfe, Sheila 
(Randy) Ash, Tom (Shannon) 
Fitzsimons and Janice Legros. 
Grandchildren Calinda, Ryan, 
Chelsea, Brian, Bradley, Shauna and 
Charles.

We know you are flying free now 
mom. You will always be in our hearts.

In lieu of flowers or gifts please 
donate to her beloved animal rescue 
society PALS. nakusp.pals@gmail.
com

A memorial will be held in the 
spring at Mom’s property. Date to be 
announced later.

submitted
The Childcare BC New Spaces 

Fund is supporting two projects 
to create new licensed child care 

Nakusp and Winlaw to benefit from more child care spaces
spaces in Nakusp and Winlaw. These 
spaces are part of the September 
2020 milestone that marked more 
than 20,000 new spaces funded 

throughout the province in just over 
two years.

Nakusp will see 96 new spaces 
created with the opening of a facility 
at Nakusp Elementary school. The 
new licensed spaces will include 12 
infant/toddler spaces, 24 spaces for 
children up to the age of 12 and 60 
before- and after-school spaces when 
it opens in May 2022. 

“The new Nakusp Child Care 

Centre hub will help address what 
has been described as a ‘child 
care desert’ in our community,” 
said Terry Taylor, superintendent, 
School District 10. “The hub will 
give kids the start they deserve, 
while also creating opportunities for 
young people in our community to 
gain experience as early childhood 
educators.”

In Winlaw, the 20 new spaces at 

Our Place will provide much-needed 
child care for school-aged children 
in the Winlaw community. School 
District 8 (Kootenay Lake) will 
operate the before- and after-school 
child care at Winlaw Elementary 
for $10 per day. Priority for the new 
spaces will go to vulnerable children. 
It should be opened this fall.

The Columbia Basin Trust is 
providing funding for both facilities.

Silverton resident Heribert Hahne got this photo of a little lynx – the first one he’s ever seen – on his property the morning of March 3. He was in 
his truck, parked behind his house, just back from taking photos of the mountains reflected in Slocan Lake. When he went to get out of the truck, 
his eyes caught a movement and he instinctively switched on the camera and took a shot through the glass of the side window. He was so happy 

that the photo turned out, and was enchanted by the encounter.
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Land Act: 
Notice of Application for a 
Disposition of Crown Land

Take notice that I/We, Hurley Holdings Inc., Slocan, BC have 
applied to the British Columbia Ministry of Forests, Lands 
and Natural Resource Operations and Rural Development 
(FLNRORD), Kootenay Boundary Region, for a Licence of 
Occupation for Adventure Tourism situated on Provincial Crown 
Land located in the vicinity of Slocan. 

FLNRORD invites comments on this application, the Lands 
File is 4406185. Written comments concerning this application 
should be directed to Sr. Authorization Specialist, FLNRORD, 
Kootenay Boundary Region, at 1902 Theatre Road, Cranbrook, 
BC V1C 7G1. Comments will be received by FLNRORD up 
to March 28, 2021. FLNRORD may not be able to consider 
comments received after this date. Please visit the website at 
http://comment.nrs.gov.bc.ca/ for more information. 

Be advised that any response to this advertisement will be 
considered part of the public record. Access to these records 
requires the submission of a Freedom of Information (FOI) 
request. Visit http://www.gov.bc.ca/freedomofinformation to 
learn more about FOI submissions. 

2019 U.N. REPORT 
The global human population has doubled 
to 7.6 billion since 1970, leading to an 
ominous deterioration of ecosystems, 
with one million native species imminently 
threatened with extinction. Despite this, the 
Report says that through transformative 
change nature can still be partially con-
served and restored but great resistance 
can be expected from those with a vested 
interest in maintaining the status quo. 

by Jane E. Burton
Over 200 people from Columbia 

River Basin communities in both 
Canada and the United States attended 
a virtual town hall meeting on February 
24 on the Columbia River Treaty 
negotiations. 

Katrine Conroy, MLA for Kootenay 
West and Minister Responsible for the 
Columbia River Treaty, emphasized 
the importance of people’s input in 
this renewal of the 1964 treaty between 
Canada and the United States.

Canada’s chief negotiator, Sylvain 
Fabi, joined the meeting from his 
new post in Colorado, where he has 
just been appointed Canada’s Consul 
General in Denver. Fabi said his new 
position will enhance his work as chief 
negotiator, and gets him physically 
closer to the Basin and better able to 
visit the area when travel is permitted 
again. Referring to the recent meeting 
between Prime Minister Justin Trudeau 
and US President Joe Biden, Fabi 
was optimistic about the blueprint for 
cooperation that emerged from those 
talks.  

In June 2020, the Canadian 
negotiators presented their first 
proposal to the US after having 
received the US’s first proposal in 
March. Fabi said a response to the 
Canadian proposal is expected soon. 
He has been in regular contact with 
the chief US negotiator and has been 
assured that the US is keen to reach an 
agreement on a new treaty.

Fabi outlined the broad themes 
of Canada’s proposal. In addition to 
flood risk management and power 
generation, priority issues include 
ecosystem function, a greater Canadian 
role in Libby Dam coordination, and 
increased flexibility for Canadian 
operations to address issues in Canada. 
“We want to gain an element of 
flexibility that we could use for our 
own benefit without having to go to 
the US. That’s a very important and I 
would say novel element that we are 
discussing,” Fabi said.

For the US, flood risk management 
is a top priority, as it was in drafting 
the original treaty, Fabi said. The 
Americans also want to address the 
cost of electrical power because they 
believe they pay too much. Fabi added 
that with the new US administration, 
there could be an increased emphasis 
on addressing climate change through 
the treaty. 

Kathy Eichenberger, BC’s lead 
on the negotiating team, said it was 
a challenge for the team to adapt to 
working virtually after COVID hit, but 
they managed the collaborative effort 
to get the Canadian proposal submitted 
to the US in June. “That in my books 

Columbia River Treaty virtual town hall covers a lot of ground
is a great accomplishment,” she said.  

Nathan Matthew (Secwepemc 
Nation), Jay Johnson (Syilx/Okanagan 
Nation), and Bill Green (Ktunaxa 
Nation) are the three First Nations 
government representatives on the 
negotiating team. They all spoke 
of the historic importance of their 
participation. They have taken 
leadership in the area of ecosystem 
and cultural values research.

Nathan Matthew spoke in support 
of getting input from everyone to 
build better understanding of how to 
create the best conditions for humans, 
the environment and all species in 
the Columbia River Basin – and at 
the same time to develop the very 
best case for the treaty negotiations. 
Bill Green gave a presentation on 
ecosystem function. He said the results 
of modelling studies, which look at 
several ‘what if’ scenarios, will be 
available in two to three months and 
will be presented to the public. Jay 
Johnson gave an update on work to 

restore salmon stocks, which includes 
a newly launched website: www.
columbiariversalmon.ca. He also 
said to watch for details of a Salmon 
Recovery Festival May 10-16.

Linda Worley and Cindy Pearce 
of the Local Governments Committee 
finished up the presentations. This 
committee has taken leadership on 
integrating socioeconomic values into 
Canada’s proposals – such as flooding 
and resulting erosion, navigation, 
recreation and tourism, health as 
it relates to dust generation, and 
agriculture. They will be seeking 
public input on their work in fall 2021. 
More information can be found at 
https://akblg.ca/columbia_river_treaty.
html. 

During the Q&A, there were many 
questions related to Indigenous rights. 
People wanted to know if the benefits 
of the treaty would be shared with 
First Nations. Fabi said the Canadian 
government was committed to 
UNDRIP (United Nations Declaration 

on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples) 
but treaty benefits sharing was not 
clear yet. 

In a live question, Nakusp resident 
Madelyn MacKay asked whether the 
extinction of the Sinixt people would 
be addressed in tandem with the treaty 
negotiations. Fabi said this falls outside 
the scope of the treaty talks, but he 
believes that this issue, like other 
important issues being raised, could 

benefit from the negotiators acting as 
agents for change.

There was not time to answer all 
the questions even though the event 
was extended to nearly three hours. The 
questions will be answered and posted 
on the CRT website. See https://engage.
gov.bc.ca/columbiarivertreaty/2021-
public-engagement/ to find the 
answers, watch the town hall meeting, 
and to stay up to date on the treaty talks.
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Open Sun. 11-3 • 411 Kootenay St, Nelson

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

It’s been nearly a month, but 
Deb Booth still shudders when she 
recalls what happened to her on 
Valentine’s Day.

“I think i t’s  affected us, 
permanently,” she says. “Even 
talking about it, I get stressed out. 
And I’m not that kind of person. I’m 
pretty low-key.”

It all started when her husband 
Ken noticed how the February 
cold snap had completely frozen 

Nakusp woman recalls harrowing escape from flash flood
over Kuskanax Creek, a rare event. 
The creek runs along the border 
of their Nakusp property. Booth, a 
photographer, got excited.

“The colour was stunning… 
when you’re standing there, looking 
down through the trees, the colour 
just popped,” she recalled.  “Ken 
said ‘you have go down and take 
some pictures.’”

Taking advantage of the sunny 
day, the pair went down to the 
creek and began wandering, taking 
pictures and exploring the shoreline. 

It was a lot of fun, even when Booth 
momentarily got her boot stuck in 
between some of the rocks in the 
creek bed.

“My foot went through between 
these rocks,” she says. “The water 
was up over my ankles, and I 
thought, ‘great, now I’m going to 
have a wet foot.’ 

“I managed to wiggle my boot 
out, and went up the bank to warm 
my foot by the fire Ken had built. 
Otherwise I would have been down 
there for quite a while longer to take 
more photos.” 

The Booths have lived on the 
property for decades, and thought 
they knew the Kuskanax well. She 
says she had never experienced what 
happened next.

“There was no noise. It was 
silence. There was no wind,” she 
recalled. “So when we began hearing 
this sound, it got our attention.”

The sound kept growing. 
“We turned around just in time, 

to see a 12-foot wall of ice and water 
that was bright turquoise coming 
towards us,” she says. “It takes a 
second for your brain to register 
what is going on. Then it started 
slamming into the bank and hunks 

of ice were coming up over, and Ken 
yelled ‘Run!’”

Her husband held on to a nearby 
tree, while Deb ran as far from the 
bank as she could. 

“I had to go down the bank and 
up again, and I thought, ‘I’m not 
going to make it.’”

The rising water came within 20 
feet of her, she says, but it was over 
in a matter of seconds. The ice and 
water receded almost as quickly as 
it began, leaving them unscathed. 
After recovering their composure, 
the couple went back down to the 
creekside to take pictures of the 
aftermath – and Booth saw how close 
she had come to disaster.

“I was pretty much right out in 
the middle of the river when I got 
stuck, and never thought twice about 
it,” she says. “Ken would have come 
down to try to help free me. We 
would never have made it out of the 
way in time, it happened so fast.”

Booth even knows how close she 
came to disaster. Her digital camera 
recorded 13 minutes between the last 
picture she took before getting stuck 
in the creek, and the next picture she 
took as the water receded.

The next day her husband went 
down to the creek again, and saw 

evidence of the power of the flash 
flood.

“There were chunks of ice where 
we had been standing – they were 
eight inches thick and five feet 
across,” she says. “They would have 
easily swept us away.” 

River experts approached by 
the Valley Voice couldn’t explain 
what happened to the Booths. They 
say a small ice jam or beaver dam 
upstream from their location might 
have broken, sending the cascade 
of water toward the couple. They 
say it’s an unusual event that more 
commonly happens during freshet, 
and not mid-winter.

Booth posted her experience 
to a local Facebook group, saying 
she hopes people will take what 
happened to her as a warning, and 
stay aware when they’re walking in 
and around mountain streams.

“My message is use caution,” 
she says. “I wouldn’t go near a 
frozen river again, unless it’s really, 
really tiny and you have a chance to 
escape.”

And the couple even managed to 
find a bit of humour in the experience.

“Ken told me he used to make 
my heart race on Valentine’s day, 
but in a different way,” she laughs.

Chunks of icy debris litter the banks of 
Kuskanax Creek.

Ken and Deb Booth at home.
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Word Coinage Contest (aka hack-a-word) 
Winners Announced

From more than fifty entries, our judges—Anne Champagne, Jan 
McMurray and Kelvin Saldern—chose these clever, crafty and 
creative winners!

The Feeling That Winter May Never End:
FIRST PLACE: 	 Winternity—Devin Pattison, Argenta
RUNNERS-UP:	 Snonogosonomo’mow—Rick Gailbraith, Kaslo
			   Januaweary (followed by Februweary)
				    —Greg Turner, Edgewood
			   Iceolating—Helen Sheloff, Winlaw

A Name for What We’re All Living Through:
FIRST PLACE: 	 Pandemonic—Claudia RdV Burton, Queen’s Bay
RUNNERS-UP:	 Covidicus—Ty Klassen, Nakusp
			   Snowcial Isolation—Donna Butt, Kaslo
			   Bubblegumption—Rick Gailbraith, Kaslo
			   Corona Pandora—Elisabeth von Ah, Slocan

The Mental or Emotional State Engendered by 
Watching or Reading the News Compulsively:
FIRST PLACE: 	 Spindigestion—Greg Turner, Edgewood
RUNNERS-UP:	 OCTV—Tiffany Veritas, Rosebery	
			   Pandemania—Chris Brower, New Denver
			   CUO-CUO (Constant Unease Over Continuously 
			   Uncertain Outcomes)—Heather Wurtele, New Denver
			   Toxic Schlock—Greg Turner, Edgewood
A special shout out to Bruce Cottingham of New Denver, who made 
up his own category:
Kootraneous: the unconscious ability to act with generous community-
mindedness while nurturing self-absorbed complacency; as in 
kootraneous, a common regional condition.

The Winter Write-Off has been sponsored by Convergence Writers’ 
Weekend, Columbia Kootenay Cultural Alliance, the Columbia Basin 
Trust, and Wide Spot (a project of Turner Zion United Church of 
Canada).

Winter Write-Off

Pet Food and Farm 
Animal Feed

Open 10-4 daily, including Sunday

We are limiting people to 4 customers in the store at any one time

Spring is coming, check out our new wagons & garden tools.
Straw bales $13.00

— Bird food, suet & feeders —

Peat Moss - $19.99/bale, 
Sunshine Mix

Flannel Shirts –
Mens & Ladies

Coveralls, 
Jackets, Vests

Seed starting soil, flats 
& inserts, seeds

Sewer Pipe & Accessories

Fresh flowers 
and potted 

plants 
every 

2 weeks

Face masks are mandatory

• Fence posts
• Corral panels
• Fencing

Merriwake to take 
shelter thanks to 
Heritage BC grant
submitted

An important piece of 
Japanese-Canadian history will 
be preserved in the Slocan Valley 
thanks to a $500,000 grant from 
Heritage BC.

The funds will support 
construction of the Merriwake 
Interpretive Centre at Slocan. 
The building will shelter the 
Merriwake, a 31-foot fishing 
boat believed to be the last of its 
kind in Canada.

“This injection of funds will 
allow us not only to showcase 
the restored vessel, but to tell 
part of the larger story of the 
Japanese-Canadian internment,” 
says Slocan Valley Historical 
Society vice-president Anitra 
Winje. “We are ecstatic to receive 
this support.”

The Merriwake was built in 
Prince Rupert in 1929 by master 
boat builder Isamu Matsumoto 
and was one of hundreds of 
fishing boats seized by the BC 
Security Commission during the 
Second World War.

The Merriwake changed 
hands several times before being 
brought to Kaslo in the 1990s. 
The historical society acquired 
it from Ted Fitzgerald in 2019 
at the urging of noted author Joy 
Kogawa and plans to restore it 
as a dryland exhibit along the 
Slocan Valley Heritage Rail 
Trail.

Shipwright Eric Chevalier 
of Copper Nail Boat Shop 
in Bonnington has nearly 
completed work on the boat and 
the project’s focus is now shifting 
to construction of the shelter. 

Award-winning architect 
Gene Kinoshita, whose family 
was interned in Slocan, has 
designed the shelter plans and the 
next step is to put out a request 
for proposals. The society hopes 
to break ground this year.

T h e  f u n d i n g  c o m e s 
from the Unique Heritage 
Infrastructure stream of the 
Community Economic Recovery 
Infrastructure Program.

Award-winning architect Gene Kinoshita has prepared plans for the Merriwake Interpretive Centre, to be built along the Slocan Valley Rail Trail.
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Wednesday – Saturday
10 am – 6 pm

313 Hwy 23, Nakusp 
250-265-7258

The Hungry Barber

NAKUSP & THE ARROW LAKES

Support the Valley 
Voice with a voluntary 

subscription
Only $5-$50 

Send Cheque or Money Order to: 
Valley Voice, Box 70, 

New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

It pays to 
advertise in the 
Valley Voice!!!

Call toll free 
1-833-501-1700 for 

details 
valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

AVAILABLE FOR ADOPTION
PALS has a young adult female 
cat ready to go to her forever 
home! Beautiful, friendly, chatty, 
loves people.
Interested? Looking for that 
special companion? For more 
information, call PALS TODAY 
at 250-265-3792.

WEEKLY SPONSOR:

Nakusp
(250) 265-3635 www.selkirkrealty.com

by Jay-Dell Mah
• Airbnbs will be allowed to 

continue operations in Nakusp – for 
now – although in contravention of 
Village bylaws. 

Council voted to hold enforcement 
in abeyance unti l  i t  receives 
recommendations from a consultant 
who will be hired to study the issue 
and get public feedback. Councillors 
had earlier expressed the idea of a 
special committee to look into Airbnbs, 
other short-term rentals, and the illegal 
use of RVs and trailers for housing. 
Now, that work will be done by an 
outside individual or firm, to be enlisted 
primarily to deal with the major job of 
ensuring the Village’s bylaws accurately 
reflect the aims of the new Official 
Community Plan. The OCP was given 
final approval at this meeting. 

Cheryl Martens, the CAO (Chief 
Administrative Officer) said she’d like to 
have this work finalized before the end of 
this year, and added that the consultant 
would want to consult with the public 
and council “when it comes to items that 
aren’t quite in there [the OCP], which 
would be the short-term rentals, the 
Airbnbs, trailers, RVs, that sort of thing.”

Jason Saville, who has purchased 
the ‘ice shack’ (behind the General 
Store), appealed to council not to take 
action against Airbnbs until there’s been 
a full examination and discussion of 
the issue. He has submitted renovation 

Nakusp council, February 22: Consultant to be hired for bylaw review
plans to create three rental units in the 
old building, to go along with an Airbnb 
in an existing building on the property. In 
a letter to council, Saville says Airbnbs 
provide several advantages for the 
village, such as increased capacity for 
tourism – thus bringing in more revenue 
for local businesses, jobs for cleaners, 
landscapers, handymen and more tax 
dollars.

• Director of Finance Mark Tennant 
presented the draft 2021 budget, with a 
proposed tax increase of 3.58%. Tennant 
estimated this would result in a $28 hike 
in municipal taxes on an average single-
family dwelling. Council has already 
approved increases in fees for water and 
sewer, as well as garbage bags.

Cited among the reasons for the tax 
increase were inflation, salary for a new 
facilities manager position, and takeover 
of the marina. 

Village expenses account for just 
45% of the total tax bill. The rest 
is determined by the provincial and 
regional governments.

Council sidestepped a suggestion 
to cut the grant to the Chamber of 
Commerce. 

At the urging of Councillor 
Joseph Hughes, members discussed 
the possibility of redirecting Village 
funds to hire a recreation coordinator. 
The money might come from a fund 
targeted to help bail out the hot springs. 
Hughes questioned whether funds, “to 
keep the hot springs afloat… is the best 
way to invest that money.” He said, 
“I’m really starting to see fractures in 
the community… people’s social and 
mental well-being are really frayed…” 
Discussions will be held with community 
agencies and the recreation commission. 
The idea will resurface at the next 

meeting of council.
• Revenues at the Nakusp Hot Springs 

plummeted to $13,041 in January, a 74% 
decrease from January 2020, mainly due 
to pandemic restrictions. Year to year 
(2019 to 2020), Hot Springs Supervisor 
Noel Ballard reported a 39% decrease 
in revenues.

He said signage, noting the 
restriction of the facility to locals only, 
will soon be posted. 

• With notice of a new grant available 
from the Southern Interior Development 
Initiative Trust, council is in support of a 
grant of up to $75,000 for an economic 
development officer for the Nakusp and 
Area Development Board.

• Public Works Foreman Bob 
Gresiuk presented the latest water use 
report, which showed a dramatic drop 
in January this year from January a year 
ago – a decrease of nearly 30%. He said 

he’s “a little baffled” by the finding and, 
“will be curious to see what next month’s 
water reading is going to be.”

Gresiuk also presented detailed 
water reports for 2019 and 2020. 
Councillor Ken Miller said, “The reports 
seem so elaborate and I would like to see 
a summarized one that says our water is 
good and we didn’t have any problems.”

Among the dozens of entries in the 
budget is $12,000 for a water ambassador 
this summer to try to convince residents 
to limit their water usage.

As for laneway snow clearing, 
which came in for some criticism a year 
ago, Gresiuk said his crews are “right 
on top of it now” and will pay special 
attention to the laneways behind the two 
new housing complexes – Arrow Heights 
by the Village offices on First Street, and 
the Arrowtarian apartments for seniors 
on 7th Avenue. 

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

Julie Hall got a nasty surprise 
when she went to refill her water jugs 
at a standing pipe in Edgewood a few 
weeks ago.

She and her partner relied on the 
pipe for drinking water for the tiny 
home they built on the edge of town. 

But the pipe had frozen up during 
February’s cold snap, leaving her and 
dozens of other people living in or near 
the community without a source of 
drinking water.

“It’s quite an inconvenience,” she 
says. “I was annoyed, because there was 
no notice or anything.”

“I ended up going to Vernon. 
There’s a spring on the way to 
Cherryville, and I filled them up there,” 
she says. “I filled them up in Nakusp 
once as well, as well as in Edgewood.”

The problem set off a social media 
firestorm, with people blaming the 
RDCK for cutting off an essential 
service. But the area director for the 
region says that’s not the case.

“All the trouble started when we 
had that severe cold snap and the pipes 
froze,” says Paul Peterson. “There has 
been a lot of hype around incorrect 
rumours that the Regional District and/
or myself had shut down the standpipe. 
Once this incorrect assumption started, 
folks got on Facebook and blew the 
whole thing out of proportion. Out-of-
area trolls got a hold of this and amused 
themselves by fanning the flames with 
outrageous assumptions.”

The pipe has since thawed and is 
running again, calming the Facebook 
outrage. But it’s left the community 
and local government officials debating 
what to do about supplying fresh 
water to residents who are not on the 
community water system.

“We need to understand the extent 

Public water users frozen out of supply in Edgewood
of the problem and gauge the interest 
from the public outside the water 
system boundary, then determine 
what type of solution is required 
and feasible,” said Uli Wolf, general 
manager of environmental services for 
the RDCK.

The problem with non-paying users 
accessing Edgewood’s water supply is 
not a new one. Last summer, residents 
who pay for the water service – about 
91 customers in total – complained 
people not on the system were coming 
in and filling up big water tanks for 
agricultural purposes, putting a huge 
strain on the system. 

A letter was sent to Edgewood 
residents in June 2020 indicating public 
operation of the water system is not 
permitted.

“Unauthorized drawing of water 
from standpipes could lead to a potential 
cross-connection health hazard and 
damage to the standpipe, which would 
result in repair costs,” the RDCK 
warned. “Furthermore, standpipes not 
properly and frequently flushed can 
pose a health risk from accumulated 
organics within the standpipes.”

They also say any damage from 
misuse could interfere with the local 
volunteer fire department accessing 
water in an emergency.

“All costs incurred by a RDCK 
service must be paid for by that service, 
meaning existing Edgewood customers 
would have to pay for any damages or 
other economic losses,” it added.

Complicating matters is that 
providing water to people outside of 
the service boundary is not permitted 
under the Edgewood water system 
water licence. So something will have 
to change.

“The RDCK is not concerned about 
small quantities of water being taken 
from the water system, particularly if 
emergency access to water is required by 
area residents; however, the RDCK does 
require any water taken by the public 
be done at a private or commercially 
owned water tap,” said a letter to the 
community sent by water managers.

Peterson warns the days of free 
water access will likely be coming to 
an end.

“The expense of such an installation 
can’t be paid for by the folks in the water 
service area,” he says. “They are already 

paying over $1,000 a year for their water 
and getting water to the outlying area 
isn’t their responsibility.”

So the RDCK has launched a study 
to find out the scope of the problem 
– how many people are using the 
standpipes for water, how much they 
need and how often. 

“The cost of installation and 
maintenance would be quite high,” 
predicts Peterson. “I’m personally 
hoping that if there is only a few that 
need drinking water, [they] will make 
someone on the current system their 
new best friend and fill up their 5- to 
10-gallon containers when needed at 
their personal residence.

“For now, to see what the demand 
is will be the study, and then we can go 

from there.”
Back in her tiny home, Julie Hall 

thinks a pay-as-you-go pipe is a good 
idea.

“Anything is better than nothing,” 
she told the Valley Voice. “It’d be nice if 
something was done so there’s access to 
water. There are lots of people here who 
aren’t in the community but live close 
– and lots of people who have wells 
but the water isn’t fit for drinking. And 
there are lots of people who never leave 
Edgewood, who don’t have another 
source for water.”

Area residents outside of the 
Edgewood water system boundary 
who are interested in a commercial type 
pay-per-use filling station are asked to 
contact the RDCK’s water department.

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

The provincial government 
has put on hold a plan to help an 
endangered caribou herd near Nakusp 
this spring.

The Province has decided because 
of the COVID-19 pandemic, they 
won’t proceed with a plan to capture 
pregnant females from the herd and 
set them up in a protected birthing 
area.

“The government felt that a 
capture could not be orchestrated 
while maintaining social distance, 
as there is close work involved in 
helicopters and on the ground,” says 
Hugh Watt, the head of the Arrow 
Lakes Caribou Society. “It takes a 
team of 25 to do the capture, and 
they would have to travel here from 
all over to get here, which was felt to 
be too risky. 

“One suggestion was to use 
fewer people but that would put too 
much pressure on the remaining team 
members and up the risk for caribou. 
When it happens it has to be super 
well-planned and executed by experts 
– so it was ‘paused’ until next year.”

Wat t  says  the  soc ie ty  i s 
disappointed by the provincial 
decision, but it’s understandable.

He’s even looking on the bright 
side.

“It does allow us an extra year to 

COVID restrictions put 
caribou rescue project on hold

fundraise and make improvements 
to the project,” says Watt. “We 
were logistically ready to go, but 
financially not quite ready until 
operational dollars can be fully 
fundraised.”

The project would have seen about 
nine females taken from the near-
extinct Nakusp herd of the Central 
Selkirk caribou sub-population. They 
were to be captured in the next few 
weeks, taken to the enclosure on a 
bench above the Nakusp Hot Springs, 
and kept safe there to give birth and 
raise their young. The mothers and 
calves would stay in the pen until mid-
July, when they would be released.

In October 2020, the Province 
decided to conditionally support 
the project, pending completion of 
a full project plan, First Nations 
consultation, and pen construction.

The Province has agreed to pay 
for some of the construction costs, 
and will support the project with staff 
time and expertise. The birthing pens 
were expected to cost up to $300,000 
a year to operate.

Watt says they hope the pens will 
still be needed in a year’s time.

“Hopefully the caribou are still in 
a condition where this project could 
yield benefit after another year,” he 
says. “We will hopefully know more 
about the herd condition during the 
next year.”
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Since 1986

by Jan McMurray
• JV Humphries K-1 teacher Sarah 

Pollick made a presentation to council 
to propose an outdoor learning space 
for the school and community along 
the Kaslo River Trail, preferably at 
the Village-owned old dump site 
near the Upper Bike Park. She said 
the vision was for a simple, low-
maintenance structure with a roof and 
one enclosed wall. If council approves 
the project, community input will be 
sought. Pollick said the school, trail 
users and community groups could 
use the structure for educational 
purposes, picnics, day camps and 
other events. It would provide “endless 
opportunities for our community,” 

Kaslo council, February 23: Outdoor learning space on Kaslo River Trail proposed
she said. Although the location has a 
history of unwanted gatherings, she 
said, “I think we can change the culture 
of this spot.”

Council responded positively, and 
asked staff to look into it and report 
back at the next council meeting. 
Mayor Hewat explained that the fact 
it is a former landfill site might present 
problems.

• Kaslo Housing Society Chair 
Erika Bird and New Commons 
Development representative Dion 
Whyte attended to discuss next steps 
in moving forward with the proposed 
Penny Lane Apartments affordable 
housing development adjacent to the 
Kemball Centre. They asked council 

if they’d like to move forward with 
rezoning and formalizing the land 
contribution at this time, while the 
society waits for the decision on the BC 
Housing funding application. Council 
directed staff to prepare a report on this 
for a future meeting.

• The Kaslo Racquet Club’s wish 
to expand their leased area and obtain 
a long-term lease with the Village is on 
hold, due to the bureaucracy involved. 
This would require a leasehold 
subdivision, survey, Land Titles Office 
registration, and consultation with the 
Ministry of Transportation. The club 
would like to continue pursuing this, 
but is happy to renew their existing 
lease for now – with a change to the 

map to show the leased area more 
accurately.

• Council agreed to submit a 
resolution in support of aging in 
place in rural communities to the 
Association of Kootenay Boundary 
Local Governments (AKBLG). The 
resolution calls on the BC government 
to commit to increasing “the number 
of care beds through the expansion 
or building of facilities to meet 
the growing need.” If approved at 
AKBLG, it will go to the Union of BC 
Municipalities (UBCM). If approved 
at UBCM, it will go to the Province.

• Council approved the erection 
of temporary signs for the North 
Kootenay Lake Community Services 

society Easter Scavenger Hunt for a 
one-week period along the waterfront 
trail.

• Council passed a motion in 
support of a national 988 suicide and 
crisis line. 

• Mayor Suzan Hewat reported 
that the engagement process for the 
Columbia Basin Trust Community 
Initiatives Program proposals would be 
the same online process as last year’s.

• CAO Ian Dunlop reported on the 
garbage bag tag price adjustment to 
$3. Those who purchased sheets of 10 
at $3.50 will be offered two free tags 
to compensate for the inconvenience.

• Budget meetings were scheduled 
for April 6 and May 4 at 6 pm.

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

A revised budget for the Village 
of Kaslo received high praise 
from elected officials when it was 
introduced at a special council 
meeting earlier this month.

“I know a lot of people have 
concerns about tax increases, but 
when you really see what we’re 
planning on getting done this year, it 
sort of pales into insignificance in my 
opinion,” said Councillor Rob Lang. 
“I think it’s tremendous what we are 
attempting to do here.”

Lang wasn’t alone in his 
judgement as the council approved 
receiving the draft budget, which 
includes provision for a tax increase, 

Councillors give thumbs-up to Kaslo budget plans
a new parcel tax on sewer services, 
and more than a dozen major and 
minor infrastructure projects.
Taxes

The tax break residents got last 
year from council – a 0% increase – 
won’t happen again this year if the 
budget is adopted. To cover inflation, 
staff are proposing a 4% increase 
– 2% to make up for last year, and 
2% for 2021. Besides inflation, the 
Village’s union contracts includes a 
2% wage increase, so the tax bump 
will help cover the Village’s extra 
costs. 

The increase would bring an 
extra $35,000 into the Village’s 
coffers. 

T h e  V i l l a g e ’ s  C h i e f 
Administrative Officer noted, 
however, the increase still leaves 
the Village with a comfortable tax 
record. Ian Dunlop said the tax rate 
in Kaslo has dropped 21% in the last 
three years. And the CAO noted the 
4% increase doesn’t automatically 
mean less money in residents’ 
pockets. (see sidebar)
New parcel tax?

The parcel tax on water – that’s a 
separate charge based on the size of 
a person’s property – should remain 
the same as 2020, the administration 
recommends. Plans to slowly 
increase the parcel tax were put on 

hold because of COVID in the 2020 
budget.

“A delay in increasing the 
parcel tax will benefit almost all 
property owners,” the CAO noted. 
“But we have to make up for the 
shortfall so we can meet grant project 
obligations.” 

S taff  a l so  recommended 
introducing a new parcel tax, for 
sewer services. For simplicity, it 
would be tied to the water parcel 
tax, at about $1 per foot of frontage. 
The new parcel tax would build up 
reserves for repairs that aren’t always 
eligible for funding from other levels 
of government.

“It’s for upkeep of the system,” 
explained Dunlop. “it’s to replace the 
system as it ages. We have pumps and 
other things that are capital items, but 
they’re not really because you are 
replacing them, they’re coming to the 
end of their life. The existing sewer 
users would pay towards that so that 
we’re building up a reserve to cover 
those kinds of costs.”

Mayor Suzan Hewat also 
endorsed the sewer parcel tax, 
noting that without the reserve it 
would create , the Village could face 
a financial shock if they have to make 
an urgent repair of the system.

“I know where you are going 
because you want to reduce taxation,” 

said Hewat, responding to concerns 
about the proposed new tax raised by 
Councillor Henry Van Mill. “This is 
going to be a tough year for people, 
for some more than others. But we 
still have to be prudent and manage 
ourselves.”
Capital ideas

The draft budget also included 
more than a dozen major and minor 
capital projects planned for 2021, 
taking advantage of a suite of grants 
and incentives offered by higher 
levels of government, most as part of 
the COVID recovery process.

Among the roughly $3 million 
in projects and purchases to get 
underway or continue in 2021: 
development of Front St. Park, 
FireSmart projects, Kaslo River Dike 
improvements and repairs, purchase 
of an arena refrigeration condenser, 
aerodrome improvements, City Hall 
building and courtroom upgrades, 
purchase of new electric vehicle, 
repairs to Kemp Creek dam and A 
Ave. waterline expansion.

Almost none of the cost of the 
projects will be paid for directly out 
of taxpayers’ pockets. The Village is 
using a combination of federal and 
provincial infrastructure and COVID 
Recovery grants, reserve funds and 
insurance to pay for the initiatives.

There’s still work to be done 

before the final budget bylaw is 
passed. Councillors have given a 
provisional thumbs-up to the draft 
budget, five-year plan and parcel 
taxes so far, but the final vote on 
those items will take place in the 
weeks to come.

There’s one more public meeting, 
on April 6, and then the council will 
likely be able to set its tax rate. The 
Village is also awaiting the final 
tax requests from the RDCK and 
regional hospital district to add to 
the equation.

The provincial deadline for the 
municipality to submit its budget is 
May 14.

Understanding 
taxes and property 
assessments

It can be hard for people to 
understand what an increase in the tax 
rate actually means for the taxes they 
pay, a Village official told the Valley 
Voice.

While the Village is considering 
setting the tax increase at 4%, what 
a home or business owner finally 
pays will depend on their property 
assessment.

In Kaslo’s case, the average property 
value assessment for Kaslo went up by 
9.75%. The average residential property 
value assessment in 2020 was $228,604. 
In 2021, the average property value 
assessment is $253,300. 

“If a property owner sees that their 
property value went up by around 
9.75%, the Village portion of their 
property tax bill will increase by 
around 4%,” explains Dunlop. “If 
their assessment went up by less than 
average, stayed the same, or went down, 
their increase will be less, or they may 
see a decrease. If their assessment went 
up by more than the average, they will 
see a higher increase in taxation.”

Property taxes are based on the 
assessed value multiplied by the ‘mill 
rate,’ which is a rate per $1,000 of 
assessment. The proposed mill rate for 
Village residential tax rate for this year 
is $2.94. 

“What’s interesting is because the 
assessments have increased over the 
past several years, the Village’s tax 
rate per $1,000 is actually decreasing,” 
notes Dunlop.

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

A Meadow Creek woman is under 
doctors’ care after an armed standoff in 
the North Kootenay Lake community 
on March 1.

Police in Kaslo say they received 
word on February 28 of written 
communication “alluding to potential 
future harm to individuals, such as 
lethal action and the taking of hostages.”

Police attended the residence, but 

RCMP emergency response team called to Meadow Creek
say they were unable to locate the 
individual. The next day they returned, 
and found her.

“She appeared to be visibly 
distressed and refused to speak 
with police and began waving an 
edged weapon at the police and then 
barricaded herself inside her home,” 
says a police report.

After trying to talk to the woman 
failed, the RCMP emergency response 
team was called in.

“After all attempts to negotiate 
with her proved unsuccessful, ERT 
deployed tactics that caused the woman 
to safely exit the home,” the release 
states. There’s no word on what those 
tactics were.

An RCMP spokesperson says the 
woman was apprehended under the 
Mental Health Act and transported to 
Kaslo’s hospital for treatment. There’s 
no indication charges will be laid in 
connection with the incident.

by Jan McMurray
The outdoor display Lardeau 

Valley Historical Society’s museum 
in Meadow Creek will soon be 
super impressive, thanks to a 
$65,000 heritage grant through the 
provincial Community Economic 
Recovery Infrastructure Program 
(CERIP).

With the grant, the society 
plans to hire local people to build 
three outdoor structures to protect, 

Lardeau Valley Museum to spruce up outdoor display
display and interpret large heritage 
machinery.

Peter Jonker, president of the 
historical society, says all three 
structures – one pavilion and two 
sheds – will be of post and beam 
construction with heritage-style 
shake roofs.

The pavilion will house three 
pioneer tractors and associated 
agr icul ture  machines .  This 
agriculture exhibit will be a new 

addition to the outdoor display. The 
sheds will be built over historical 
equipment already on display 
outside – the four-ton, 80-year-
old mining steam compressor and 
the 12-ton steam donkey (multi-
purpose steam engine).

Interpretive messaging for each 
machine will be developed by 
a local volunteer and mounted 
on steel pedestals, which will be 
manufactured by a local welder.
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Support the Valley Voice with 
a voluntary subscription
Only $5-$50

Current Hours:
Wednesday – Saturday 

11 am - 4 pm
Closed Sunday – 

Tuesday
Main Street, New Denver 

250-358-2178 

HOURS
9 AM - 9 PM

Open Thurs - SunOpen Thurs - Sun

Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area. 
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

New Market Foods
518 6th Ave • New Denver
250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290

email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm
Certified by the Province of BC to test drinking water

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription
Only $5-$50 

Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

AGRICULTURE

Bill Lander 
REALTOR®
 
250-551-5652

bill@billlander.ca

I show all my listings!
 Serving the Slocan Valley for the 

16th year.
Offices in Nakusp, Nelson & Kaslo 

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

H. A. Benson Inc.
Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0

Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

• All Organic Produce
• All Organic Grains

– Bulk Ordering –

Community Discount Day:
Last Friday of  the month

Mon-Sat 9-6
Sunday 10-4

Downtown Winlaw • 250-226-7255

Gaia Tree Whole Foods
Community Market

BIG DOG MUSICBIG DOG MUSIC
• Guitars and Accessories • Musical 
Instruments • Vintage Vinyl Records • New 
Vinyl Records • Stereo Equipment - Turntables

421 6th Ave, New Denver
250-307-0163

West Kootenay 
Appliance Repair

Steve – 250-505-0644 
westkootenayappliancerepair@gmail.com

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $20.00 
+ GST NEW HOURS

MON-FRI 8 A.M. - 2 P.M.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

COMING EVENTS

HEALTH

FOR SALE

HELP WANTED

Personal Classifieds start at $8.00
Call 1-833-501-1700 for details

email: valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

ACCOUNTING 
FOR YOU 

Need to manage your GST, PST, 
MRDT, Worksafe BC, & Wage 
Deduction remittances? 

We provide timely processing 
of your Payroll, A/Ps, A/Rs, and 
Financial Statements 

Sharie Merrifield 
25 years experience 
Email: sha01@telus.net 
(That is a zero, not an ‘0’) 
Tel: (250) 358 - 6806

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award-
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza. 
250-353-2282.
2021 GRANT APPLICATIONS 
from the Slocan Valley Legacy Fund - 
deadline March 19. Guidelines and other 
helpful information available at www.
slocanvalleylegacy.com. 

FOR THOSE IN NEED of an Easter 
Hamper from Hills to Enterprise Creek, 
call Sue 358-7787 or Syl 358-2676 by 
March 15.
KIDS CLOTHES BY DONATION! 
Koots Kids Clothing Store, 222 Lake Ave., 
Silverton General Store. Used clothing 
and footwear accepted. Open Tues., Thurs. 
and Sat. 11am-3pm or by appointment. 
Call 250-505-4610. Follow “Koots Kids 
Clothing Store” on Facebook.

WHAT AN AMAZING OPPORTUNITY 
to live your dream and own your own 
business. Become the proud owner of the 
Valley Voice and a quaint building on the 
main street of New Denver. The newspaper 
business can provide a modest living for you 
and your family, and wonderful community 

connections. If you are so inclined, we 
would love to show you the ropes and stay 
as long or as little as you need us. We have 
absolutely loved our life as newspaper 
people! Give us a call at 1-833-501-1700 for 
a chat, or email valleyvoice@valleyvoice.
ca. Yours, Dan & Jan.
WORK YOUR DREAM JOB and be 
your own boss with help from the Self 
Employment program at Community 
Futures! Through this program you will 
receive business plan instruction and 
ongoing business training and coaching 
while you start your business. And if 
you’re eligible you will usually also receive 
financial support for the first year. To learn 
more call 265-3674 ext. 201 or email 
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.
THINKING OF STARTING, buying 
or expanding your own business? If so, 
Community Futures offers business loans, 
counseling & training; and delivers the 
Self-Employment program in the Arrow 
& Slocan Lakes area. For more info leave 
a message at 265-3674 ext. 201 or email 
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.
THE KASLO GOLF COURSE 
RESTAURANT is available for lease for 

the 2021 season. The kitchen is very clean 
and well equipped, providing an excellent 
opportunity to offer a dining experience 
to golfers and the folk in Kaslo who have 
supported this beautiful location so well 
in the past. Indoor seating capacity of 65 
plus outdoor seats lends to economical 
compliance with COVID spacing 
restrictions. Visit: http://kaslogolf.org/lease-
opportunity Very reasonable lease rates. 
Questions? Please email Kaslogolfclub@
gmail.com or call 250-353-3479.

SUPPORT LUCERNE GRADS of 2021 
and give yourself the chance to win $400 
worth of firewood or one of two beautiful 
gift baskets. Tickets are $5 each and are 
available through the Grad families, New 
Market Foods, New Denver Gas Station, 
Silverton Building Supplies. Draw is April 
1 (no fooling!). Thank you for your support!
THE SILVERY SLOCAN Historical 
Society will be holding its AGM via 
ZOOM meeting on March 25 at 7 pm. 
If you would like to attend please e-mail 
silveryslocanhs@gmail.com for 
details by March 18.

THE SLOCAN LAKE GARDEN 
Society’s 2021 AGM, on Sunday March 
21st at 1:00, will be a virtual meeting. If 
you wish to attend, or become a member, 
please contact the Society by email at: 
slugskohangarden@gmail.com or by 
phone at: 250-358-2671. If you wish to 
participate as a voting member, we will 
send you a membership form that needs to 
be completed and returned by March 17 by 
email, by post at: Box 331, New Denver BC, 
or drop off at the Raven’s Nest.
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING of the 
Area H North TV Society will be held at 
2 pm on Monday, March 29, 2021 at the 
gazebo in Centennial Park, New Denver, 
BC. All welcome.

AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING 
CONTAINERS 20 ft. and 40 ft. sizes. 
Kootenay Containers Sales & Rentals, 
Castlegar. 250-365-3014. 
WATKINS PRODUCTS,  HAND 
CRAFTS – Bertha Williams, #11 – 217 
Zacks Rd. 250-265-9080.
THE “LITTLE BIT OF EVERYTHING” 
Store, 222 Lake Ave., Silverton General 
Store. Furniture, clothing, books, kids’ stuff, 

etc. You never know what you will find! 
Open Tues., Thurs. and Sat. 11am-3pm.

SHADE TREE MASSAGE THERAPY 
now welcoming new and returning clients 
for therapeutic and relaxation treatments. 
Clean, quiet, professional office located 
in Winlaw. Jessica Coonen RMT 250 
226-6887 shadetreemassagetherapy@
fastmail.com
YOGA WITH TYSON * ONLINE! 
Chair Yoga, Restorative Yoga, Feldenkrais 
classes. All ages. Info: call/text 250-551-
8505, email tyson@thaitouch.ca, www.
sacredearthsomatics.com.

VALLEY VIEW GOLF COURSE - 
Assistant Greenskeeper. Full time/Part time. 
April – October. Duties include mowing and 
course maintenance, including equipment 
maintenance. Landscaping experience 
is necessary. Golf course equipment 
maintenance and/or golf course experience/
training are assets. Send resume to info@
golfvalleyview.ca.
VALLEY VIEW RESTAURANT and 
Golf is looking for clubhouse employees. 
Full- and part-time April-October. Must be 
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mobile	 (250) 551-TIME (8463)

Jim Pownall 
& Co.

LOG & TIMBER 
FRAME HOMES

Crane Service
New Denver • BC

250-358-2566
jpownall@telus.net

HALL LUMBER 
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat 
10 am to 5 pm

PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd. 

Edgewood, BC

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN 
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Indoor Garden 
Supplies

Castlegar
250-304-2911

1730 Hwy 3, Selkirk Spring Building
dan@canadiangardensupply.com

Wired by Alex
Electrical Contracting Ltd

Alex Joseph

250-358-7721

Crescent Bay 
Construction Ltd.

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431 
• Email cresbay@telus.net

Leaf Cabinetry
Residential & commercial 

cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC

250.226.7441 
www.leafcabinetry.com

Tyler Paynton • 250.777.3654 • silverridgeearthsnow@hotmail.com

K & A
Kent & Arlene Yardcare Services

Housewatch • Free Estimates
358-2508 • 358-7785 • 505-8210

wyofonoff1@yahoo.ca

MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter 

TimberFrame Homes
 Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall

Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding

Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales

   dave@maddentimber.com
    250 265 1807

Licensed Residential Builder & General Contractor 
Design • Project Management • Building Services 

www.trctimberworks.com

Suite 3, 622 Front St 
Nelson, BC Vll 4B7 
 C: (250)551-6584

Tim Reilly

T: (250) 551-7127
E: joszef@airpost.net

Grow Your Own
Indoor & Outdoor Garden

Supplies, Knowledgeable Staff, 
Winter Hours

10 – 5  Mon – Sat  Nov  –  Feb 
Closed Sundays & Long Weekends

Renovations and 
Maintenance Made Easy!
• Basic Renovations & Construction •

• Painting • Landscaping •
Hourly Rate, By Appointment Only
– Slocan Lake communities Only –

muralsbytim@gmail.com

SOLID 
PLAN

DRAFTING AND DESIGN
S. KING, CET

(250) 358-7922
skingcivil@hotmail.com
4619 Hwy 6, New Denver, BC V0G 1S1

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
• Power Trowel • Concrete Finishing

• Concrete Stamping and Acid 
Staining • Forming • Tile Setting

• Cultured & Natural Stone Installation

CREATIVE MASONRY SOLUTIONS 
FOR YOUR HOME AND BUSINESS

  River Bardati
  250-354-9535

CLASSIFIED/COMMUNITY

Scarlett’s Electric
47 years serving Ainsworth, Kaslo & north
All electrical work, micro-hydro & solar

Call Don (250)353-2563

CONSTRUCTION, LTD.
FOUNDATIONS • ROOFING • RENOVATIONS

Specializing in Timber Framing
Cell: 250-265-8503 Home: 250-265-2278

• BONDED Journeyman carpenter 
• HPO Licenced Builder #42639 

www.manciaconstruction.ca

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

SERVICES

PETS

Business Classifieds start at $10.00
Call 833-501-1700 for details

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

Experience the 
WAUVIK touch!

For all your interior 
renovation needs:
-  Complete Drywall 

Services
-  Bathroom Renovations
-  Carpentry and More....
Over 20 yrs Experience
WCB/Licensed/Insured

Vik 250-505-6509
wauvikrenos@yahoo.ca 

Business Classifieds 
start at $10.00

Call 1-833-501-1700 for details

willing to work some weekends. Must have 
FoodSafe and Serving it Right certificates. 
Duties include cooking, cleaning, counter 
customer service for food and golf. Cooking 
experience and knowledge of golf an asset. 
Shifts do not match up with bus service. 
Send resume with references to: info@
golfvalleyview.ca.
HOME CARE WORKER - 67-year-old 
man from New Denver area looking for 
home care, part time. 250-358-2756.
HOME CARE WORKER - 67-year-old 
woman from Kaslo area looking for home 
care, part-time. 250-358-2756.
THE SLOCAN VALLEY HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY is accepting expressions of 
interest from qualified persons to build 
the new Merriwake Interpretative Centre 
in Slocan. The SVHS is looking for a 
contractor that has a proven track record 
of building post and beam structures. 
They would also understand how to 
read architectural drawings and specs, 
be bondable, and carry the appropriate 
insurances. They would need to manage the 
project from start to finish within the budget 
allotted. Anyone who feels that they meet 
this criterion is invited to request a package 
from SVSH at info@slocanvalleyhistory.
ca or mail in a request to: PO Box 28, 
Slocan, BC V0G 2C0 before March 31. 
They should include a summary of their 
experience in the field. Only those short 
listed will be contacted.

ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS 
a problem in your life? AA, NA and AL-
ANON (family) meetings can help. For 
information on AA: in New Denver, 250-
358-7158; Nakusp, 250-265-4216; Kaslo, 
250-353-9617. For NA: New Denver, 250-
551-4043. For AL-ANON (family): New 
Denver, 250-551-6540. Please, if you can’t 
get through, try another number. 
C A R P E N T E R  C R E E K  L A S T 
W I S H E S  S O C I E T Y p r o v i d e s 
information on preplanning for death 
and advice for alternative funeral 
arrangements. Ph: 250-777-1974. www.
carpentercreeklastwishessociety.ca 
NELSON & AREA ELDER ABUSE 
PREVENTION Resource Centre: 250-352-
6008 NelsonElderAbusePrevention@gmail.
com/ www.nelsonelderabuseprevention.ca. 
Drop-in Wednesdays 12-2 pm, 719 Vernon 
Street, Nelson. Nelson and District Seniors 
Coordinating Society.
HAVE YOU OR SOMEONE YOU 
KNOW been sexually assaulted and want 
help? Call the Interior Crisis Line 24/7 at 
1-888-353-CARE to discuss your options or 
go directly to Arrow Lakes Hospital or your 
local emergency room for confidential care.
SILVERTON LAKESHORE INN is 
looking for all the things taken from the 
hotel as follows: all the archive pictures 
that were displayed in hallway, BA sign 
orange and blue, grandfather clock, air 
conditioners in all the rooms, 5 old yellow 
hockey jerseys in frame with broken glass, 

and numerous other things. Please return, 
no questions asked.
SILVERTON LAKESHORE INN is 
looking for people who have witnessed: 
heavy machinery driving on our septic 
field, heavy machinery piling snow on our 
septic field, slander against the hotel or hotel 
owner. Please email buyriteautosales@
hotmail.com.
WHY DO VIRAL LABS not use cloth 
or surgical mask in the lab? Because they 
know it will not protect them from the virus.

NO SIT! Not your usual dog training class. 
Find the AMAZING in your dog. www.
proudofmydog.ca

T H E  K A S L O  O U T D O O R 
RECREATION and Trails Society is 
soliciting qualified, professional mountain 
bike trail-building contractors to submit 
a proposal for a multi-year construction 
project. Those interested should contact us 
via email: bikekaslo@gmail.com or visit 
www.kaslomountainbikeclub.com for 
more information.

BLAZE KING/VALLEY COMFORT 
Wood, Electric & Oil specialist: sales, 
installations, service inspection & 
consultations. Duct cleaning & sanitizing; 
Ductwork, Chimneys, Oil tank removals, 
BC ventilation solutions & HRV design 
and installations. K.F. Kootenay Furnace 
Ltd. 250-355-0088.
JOURNEYMAN PLUMBER and “B”-

ticket gasfitter for new construction or 
renovation plumbing, water systems/
filtration, septic. 250-777-3588 (Tim); 
www.paradisevalleyplumbing.ca or email: 
schaferspeare@gmail.com.
NORTH LAKES ARBORIST/Tree 
Service/Kaslo to Nakusp - Professional 
Certified faller, ITA and ISA Arborist, 
Dangerous Tree Assessor. Specializing 
in technical tree removal, Tree care, 
storm relief, wood chipping, milling. 
WorkSafeBC, commercial liability 
insurance. Honest, fair price, free quote! 
northlakearborist.ca; 250-551-2422; Caleb 
Hotte, owner/operator.
PITY THE NATION
Lawrence Ferlinghetti (After Khalil Gibran)
Pity the nation whose people are sheep
And whose shepherds mislead them
Pity the nation whose leaders are liars
Whose sages are silenced

And whose bigots haunt the airwaves
Pity the nation that raises not its voice
Except to praise conquerors
And acclaim the bully as hero
And aims to rule the world
By force and by torture
Pity the nation that knows
No other language but its own
And no other culture but its own
Pity the nation whose breath is money
And sleeps the sleep of the too well fed
Pity the nation oh pity the people
who allow their rights to erode
and their freedoms to be washed away
My country, tears of thee
Sweet land of liberty
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coming eventsL e m o n  C r e e k 
Lodge & Campground

Year-round facility
1-877-970-8090

EDUCATION

Open 1 pm to 4:30 pm Tues. 

RECYCLING

WE DO OIL CHANGES – We stock oil & filters 
for most common vehicles! • NEW TIRE 

SALES – Installs, Repairs & Changeovers • 
GENERAL MAINTENANCE & REPAIR

TUES

Alongside Mountainberry

250-358-7199 MUSIC LESSONS

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $20.00 
+ GST

STEEL TOE JOE’S
Automotive Repair

Joe Shaw
Owner & Journeyman Technician

3804 Pine Rd. Krestova, BC

778.454.0180
stjautomotive@gmail.com

Bikes, Skis, 
Snowshoes

Sales and 
Maintenance

• Guesthouse • 
Call Shon

250-265-3332

shonsbs@gmail.com

HAIR

358-7769

AVA’S  
Hair Studio

303-6th Avenue (Main St.), New Denver

Tuesday THRU Friday 
– By Appointment –

SUPPORT FOR 
YOUR SPIRIT
Bi-weekly book study, bi-
weekly services, Tuesday 
8 am meditation, monthly 

Contemplative in the Kootenays
For information & links, contact 

descamp@heartsrest.com
Turner Zion United Church of 
Canada is alive and welcomes 

you online—and in person.

GIFTS

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$12.00 + GST

REAL ESTATE
Support the 
Valley Voice 

with a voluntary 
subscription

Only $5-$50 
Send Cheque or Money Order to: 

Valley Voice, Box 70, 
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

FOOD SAVERS

Hand & Soul 
Wellness Centre

202 Lake Avenue, Silverton
CHIROPRACTOR: Dr. Larry Zaleski

Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care
Offices in Silverton, Winlaw & Nakusp 250-358-2177

COUNSELLOR: Sue Mistretta, M.A. 
Over 20 years counselling experience supporting 

clients experiencing stress, anxiety, grief and other  
life changes. In person and Secure Video sessions. 
Now offering somatic therapy. Offices in Silverton 

and Nelson.  250-777-1704
Visit www.handandsoul.ca

For more than 70 years, 
Tupperware’s thoughtfully 

designed, made-to-last products 
have been helping people  find 

solutions for their everyday needs!
Contact Susan Wilson

Independent Tupperware Representative
swilson@direct.ca - 250.226.7751

www.susanwilson.my.tupperware.ca
Facebook: Susan’s Tupperware Group

“Experience that Moves”

Tammy Peitzsche®
isoldit@shaw.ca

250-365-9640
Proud to serve the 

Slocan 
Valley!

submitted
The Goat Mountain Kids Centre 

at Lucerne School in New Denver has 
received $15,000 from the Turner Zion 
Pastoral Church and the United Church 
of Canada Foundation.

“The Goat Mountain Kids Society 
extends a huge thank you for Turner 
Zion’s generous contribution of $7,500, 
topped with an additional grant of 
$7,500 from the United Church of 
Canada Foundation,” said society 
president Val Piercey-Wilson. “The 
additional $7,500 was made possible 
through ‘The Seeds of Hope’ program, 
a grant applied for by Turner Zion’s 
George Meier, who wrote the Seeds of 
Hope grant application and successfully 
received the funds to assist with the 
child care centre’s start-up.”

The funds will be used to purchase 
art supplies, indoor and outdoor 

Seeds of Hope sprinkled on Goat Mountain Kids Centre
equipment, and other supplies needed 
for the operation of Goat Mountain Kids 
Centre. The funding contributions also 
allow GMKS to start an emergency fund 
or bursary. This emergency fund will be 
made available to parents and caregivers 
who need assistance in accessing child 

care, allowing them time to coordinate 
their own education or career planning.

Goat Mountain Kids Centre’s doors 
opened on November 30, 2020 after a 
year of coordinating by GMKS. These 
contributions by Turner Zion and the 
United Church of Canada Foundation 

will contribute to the centre avoiding 
a deficit in its inaugural year, in which 
start-up costs are high. They also help 
the society offer affordable child care 
and fair wages to staff, while equipping 
the centre with a variety of supplies 
needed to run a successful, nurturing 

program. 
If you are interested in supporting 

Goat Mountain Kids Centre, visit www.
goatmountainkids.ca/fundraising or 
email goat.mountain.kids@gmail.com. 
GMKS is a registered charity, able to 
issue a tax receipt for donations.

submitted
Interior Health has opened 

up its call centre on Monday for 
seniors to book COVID-19 vaccine 
appointments.

Seniors aged 90 and over, and 
Indigenous peoples aged 65 and 
over, can now book appointments 
by calling 1-877-740-7747. The call 
centre is open seven days per week, 
from 7 am to 7 pm.

The public is reminded to follow 

Interior Health opens COVID-19 vaccine bookings
a staggered approach to prevent 
long waits and system overload. 
The week of March 8 is for seniors 
born in or before 1931 (90 years+) 
and Indigenous people born in or 
before 1956 (65 years+) to book their 
vaccine appointment. The week of 
March 15 is for seniors born in or 
before 1936 (85 years+). The week 
of March 22 is for seniors born in or 
before 1941 (80 years+).

IH reminds  everyone  to 

be vigilant against fraud. Call 
centres will never ask for financial 
information, credit card details, or 
social insurance numbers. 

The call centre will only ask 
for legal name, date of birth, postal 
code, personal health number (PHN) 
from the back of BC driver’s licences 
or BC services cards, and current 
contact information, including an 
email address you or your family 
checks regularly or a phone number 

that can receive text messages.
Immunization clinic locations 

will be confirmed at the time of 
booking, with vaccinations starting 
as early as March 15.

To learn about BC’s COVID-19 
Immunization Plan and the Phase 
2 rollout, visit: www.gov.bc.ca/
bcseniorsfirst

For additional information on the 
immunization campaign, visit www.
gov.bc.ca/covidvaccine
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Happy 25 Years to Arrow Refrigeration Services
It started back in January 1996. Steve along with his wife Karen and two 
kids wanted to live a simpler life and were looking to move to the interior of 
BC. There happened to be a small ad in a Vancouver paper, advertising a 
Refrigeration business for sale in Nakusp, BC. The business was owned by 
the late Walter Wells who was ready to retire. The process began to purchase 
the business and with the help of Community Futures the plan was set in 
motion. It was going to be a business adventure and challenge we were 
ready for. We took the leap of faith in March of 1996 and Arrow Refrigeration 
Services was established. 

We are forever grateful to have Rodney Koeneman, a local resident as part 
of the business transition. Rodney has been a tremendous help since the 
beginning and continues to support Steve with many jobs.

We would like to send a “BIG THANK YOU” to everyone who supported our 
business for the past 25 years. We can only hope that the future will look 
brighter for all of us.

Steve & Karen Likness

by Jan McMurray
The Kaslo Outdoor Recreation and 

Trails Society (KORTS) was awarded 
funding under the tourism stream of 
the Community Economic Recovery 
Infrastructure Program (CERIP) for 
the construction of a 22-kilometre, 
non-motorized biking and hiking trail 
to the Mt. Buchanan summit and the 
heritage fire tower lookout. Funding for 
the project has also been received from 

Construction to start on trail to Mt. Buchanan summit this summer
CBT, BC Recreation Sites and Trails, and 
private sponsors and donors.

“It is a single-track, two-way bike/
hike trail so it is both an up-track and 
a down-track,” explained Stu Heard, 
KORTS president. “The aim is for a max 
4.5%-5% trail grade and machine built, 
so it will be wide enough that trail users 
can enjoyably bike/hike up to the Mt. 
Buchanan Summit and then descend on 
the same trail.”

Heard said construction will begin 
this summer and will be completed by 
autumn 2022. KORTS is calling for bids 
on the project, and anticipates a trail crew 
of at least five people. “While there is 
initial job creation with this project, there 
will also be direct positive impacts to 
local businesses after trail construction, 
thus supporting employment and job 
creation in other tourism-related fields 
within our community,” Heard said.

The Kaslo and District Community 
Forest Society and KORTS developed 
an outdoor recreation polygon on the 
south side of Mt. Buchanan several 
years ago. Since then, bike, hike and ski 
trails have been built and existing trails 
have been upgraded. “This new trail 
will form the backbone for future trail 
development, and it ties in to the more 
than 45 kilometres of trails that form part 
of the Mt. Buchanan Rec Area current 
trail system,” Heard said. “Appropriate 

planning is being undertaken with the 
goal of developing a ridgeline ‘epic’ trail 
that will further link the Mt. Buchanan 
summit toward Milford Peak along Blue 
Ridge.”

The Nakusp and Area Bike Society 
(NABS) also received funding of 
$254,120 under the same program 
to expand the Mt. Abriel Recreation 
Site. The society will put the funds 
toward construction of an accessible and 
inclusive trail to the top of Mt. Abriel.

by Jan McMurray
The Kaslo and Area D Economic 

Development Commission has 
received $197,413 from the Rural 
Economic Recovery stream of the 
provincial Community Economic 
Recovery Infrastructure Program 
(CERIP).

“This funding will enable the 
economic development commission 
to work closely with the Kaslo 
and Area Chamber of Commerce 
and community partners to deliver 
services that have a direct impact on 
businesses and organizations in the 
community,” said Kaslo Mayor Suzan 

Funding received for Kaslo and Area D economic development projects
Hewat, who is chair of the EDC.

Hewat  expla ined  tha t  an 
economic development strategy 
for Kaslo and area has just been 
completed by consultants Factor 5, 
as part of the North Kootenay Lake 
Rural Revitalization Program. “The 
plan is done, and three components of 
that plan were included in this grant 
application,” she said.

The three components are: a 
digital marketing and e-commerce 
adoption project; a secure supply 
chain project; and an agriculture 
capacity incubation project. Hewat 
provided the Valley Voice with a 

document giving a brief description 
of the three projects.

The digital marketing project 
aims to transition businesses online, 
allowing residents to source and 
access goods and services locally. 
This will strengthen local business 
and local employment.

The  secure  supply  chain 
project will provide businesses 
with procurement expertise that 
allows them to manage, adapt and 
pivot in response to changes in 
their supply chains, and to benefit 
from community-led procurement 
coordination.

The  agr icu l ture  capac i ty 
incubation project will provide 
farmers and entrepreneurs with the 
necessary community facilities and 
business supports to grow, harvest, 
preserve, store, prepare and distribute 
food. This project creates local food 
security while incubating commercial 
businesses and jobs.

“As a result of these community-
led initiatives, the local economy will 
be resilient through the pandemic and 
emerge more competitive and self-
reliant for years to come,” concluded 
Hewat.

The Columbia Basin Trust 
has recently announced successful 
recipients of the Trail Enhancement 
Grant Program and the Environment 
Grant Program.

The Kaslo Outdoor Recreation 
and Trails Society (KORTS) received 
$25,000 for the Kaslo Interpretive Forest 
Recreation Area Trail Enhancement 
project, to connect existing trails and 
facilities within the Kaslo Community 
Forest Recreation area.

The Nakusp and Area Community 
Trails Society received $24,515 for 
the Dinner Creek Bridge replacement 
project. The society will construct a 
permanent bridge above the high-water 
mark to replace the eroded Dinner Creek 
Bridge on Peter Roulston Trail.

The Arrow Lakes Cross Country 
Ski Club received $25,000 to improve 
trail conditions, access and safety at 
the Wensley Creek Cross Country Ski 

CBT trails and environment grants announced
Trail area.

The North Slocan Trails Society 
received $24,500 to rehabilitate two 
historic trails in the Idaho Peak area to 
improve safety and accessibility.

The Valhalla Foundation for 
Ecology received $20,246 to develop a 
nature interpretive trail at the Snk’mip 
Marsh Sanctuary. The organization 
also received an environment grant of 
$60,000 to restore wetlands and remove 
an old road at the marsh.

The Valhalla Hills Nordic Ski 
Club received $10,500 to reroute and 
rehabilitate a trail that will provide a 
scenic pathway around the edge of a 
significant marsh area.

Living Lakes Canada Society 
received $18,500 for the North Kootenay 
Lake Water Monitoring Project.

Sanders Environmental Services 
received $25,000 for the Grizzly Bear 
Coexistence Solutions project.
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by Kathy Hartman
CERIP (Community Economic 

Recovery Infrastructure Program) 
grants were announced in late 
February and two big winners were 
the Nikkei Internment Memorial 
Centre (NIMC) and the Sandon 
Historical Society (SHS). The grants 
will allow the Village of New Denver 
to complete much needed repairs 
and upgrades to the NIMC, and SHS 
to finish two replica commercial 
buildings in Sandon and add another 
wheelchair access to the Sandon 
Museum.

Dan Nicholson, SHS president, 
says the $211,000 grant will be used 
to “preserve a piece of Sandon’s 
history, and to improve access to the 
wonderful stories there.”

The replica buildings to be 
finished, located next to the Sandon 
Museum, are referred to as the Burns-

Grant writing pays off for New Denver and Sandon
Atherton block. The buildings were 
constructed based on the originals 
about 30 years ago, but were never 
finished due to a lack of funding. 

The Burns Meats building was 
one of the first retail outlets of Patrick 
Burns, founder of one of the world’s 
largest integrated meat-packing 
empires. Burns came to be one of 
the wealthiest Canadians of his time. 
The Atherton Mercantile building, 
named after Sandon’s first mayor, 
was originally a dry goods store. 
Both buildings will be finished with 
windows, shiplap and clapboard. 

Nicholson says, the society 
wants to “finish them off and make 
then look like they were always 
there.”

Wheelchair access will be built at 
the back of the museum to improve 
accessibility and make it easier to 
move heavy artifacts in and out of 

the museum.
The first step is to get a building 

permit and the final step will be to 
find tenants to run businesses out 
of the finished buildings. “There is 
some interest in businesses setting 
up,” said Nicholson. 

The Nikkei Internment Memorial 
Centre (NIMC) received $257,000. 
“If we hadn’t gotten this money, we 
may have had to take it to the public,” 
said a relieved Mayor Leonard 
Casely. 

M o n e y  r a i s e d  t h r o u g h 
admissions, gift shop sales and 
donations are enough to keep the site 
operating, but not enough to make 
improvements, Casley said.

“The centre is hugely important 
to New Denver, and it needs to be 
well taken care of. Staff has done an 
amazing job of bringing in grants to 
keep it going.”

After touring the site last fall, the 
Village decided to request funding 
for repairs to building envelopes, 
replacement of the fire suppression 
system, rebuilding of the boardwalk 
and hardscaping, garden restoration 
work, updating of the existing 
kitchen facilities and construction 
of a new building for safe storage 
of the NIMC artifact and archival 
collections. They received enough 
funding to complete everything 
but the building for safe storage 
of artifacts. According to staff, the 
artifacts are beginning to decay and 
are becoming a concern.

The NIMC was opened in 
1994 by the Kyowakai Society and 
designated as a National Historic Site 
in 2007. The Village formally took 
over the operation of the NIMC, with 
the Kyowakai Society advising, in 

2012. In 2018, the society officially 
dissolved, and all operations were 
transferred to the Village.

The funds come from the 
heritage stream of the Community 
Economic Recovery Infrastructure 
Program, which provides fully-
funded provincial grants to support 
economic resilience, tourism, 
heritage, and urban and rural 
economic development projects 
in communities impacted by 
COVID-19. Other recipients of the 
heritage stream grants in the area 
include the Kootenay Lake Historical 
Society, for upgrades to the SS 
Moyie; the Lardeau Valley Historical 
Society, for pavilions and sheds for 
displaying large machinery; and the 
Vallican Heritage Hall Society, for 
the preservation and restoration of 
the hall’s windows. 

by Jan McMurray
A Little Free Library and Little 

Gallery is being built in the shop 
class at Lucerne School and will 
be installed in the alcove outside 
the front entrance, hopefully before 
the summer break.

The small structure will be a 
place where people can pick up and 
leave books, and take a peek inside 
the gallery to enjoy the students’ 
artwork.

The idea comes from Lucerne 
School teacher Margot Baker, 
who built a Little Free Library and 
Little Pantry in front of her house 
in Calgary when she lived there. “It 
was a way for my kids and I to help 
provide books and food for people,” 
she explained. “I just loved having 
it and I thought it would be a great 
thing for Lucerne School and the 
New Denver community. We have a 
very inclusive, community-minded 
place here in New Denver, and I 
want to contribute by encouraging 
reading and the arts with the Little 
Free Library and Little Gallery.”

Little Free Library and
Gallery for Lucerne School

The structure is still in the 
design stage, but Baker says 
there will be a shelf for about 30 
children’s books and a shelf for 
about 30 adult books. The gallery 
side of the structure will be locked, 
with glass on two sides so that 
people can have a look inside. 
Baker said there are many options 
for artwork that would fit into the 
space, including beading projects, 
small ceramic projects, and bucket 
hats, and she hopes to build tiny 
plinths for the gallery. She says 
there will be a schedule, where each 
class at the school would display 
their artwork at the gallery for a 
month at a time. Art shows could be 
a group or individual effort. 

The Parent Advisory Council 
provided $125 for the building 
materials, and Baker says they 
will probably need $200 more to 
complete the project. Donations 
are being accepted. Contact her 
through the Lucerne School Little 
Free Library and Gallery Facebook 
page. 


