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TV film crew searches for shipwrecked train in Slocan Lake
by Jan McMurray
There are so many good stories
to tell about the mining era in the
Kootenays, it’s no wonder a TV
show is being produced about one
of them.
The story of the shipwrecked
train that sank to the bottom of
Slocan Lake while it was being
barged from Rosebery to Slocan
on New Year’s Eve in 1946 has
captured the imaginations of former
Kootenay miner Jeff Stibbard and
his son Clinton, and their film
producer friend, Colten Wilke.
“The three of us started a
company called Hoghead Media,
after the old trainman’s term for
an engineer, and this is our first
project,” Wilke said in an interview.
“Jeff Stibbard lived in New Denver
in the 1980s and worked as a miner
as a younger man. He’s always loved
the history of mining and trains, and
he really loves the history of the
Kootenay Boundary.”
The production is being funded
by Jeff Stibbard’s JDS Energy and
Mining Company.
Wilke was the perfect film
producer for the job because he
also knows how to dive. Part of the
project is to find the sunken train.
“When Jeff and Clinton asked me to
produce a TV show about the sunken
locomotive, they also tasked me with
finding it,” he says.
The film team was in the area
in August on a scouting trip, then
came back October 6-9 to interview
several local people. They are back
now (October 19-23). On this trip,
they are sending an ROV (remotely

operated underwater vehicle) to the
bottom of Slocan Lake to find the
shipwrecked train.
“Our team has been researching
this for the last two months and
we have a good idea where it is,”
he says.
One of the high points of the
project so far, Wilke said, was a
visit to Penticton to interview the
last living member of the train crew.
Bill Chapman, 97 years old, was the
train’s brakeman. Back in 1946, he
was sleeping in the caboose along
with the rest of the crew when the
barge started sinking. The whole
crew made it off the barge and onto

the tug Rosebery in time.
Wilke says their visit with
Chapman in Penticton this summer
was “amazing.”
They also had some wonderful
interviews with people in Slocan,
Silverton and New Denver earlier
this month. “People need to hear
this stuff,” Wilke said. “It would be
a disservice to society if we didn’t
get these stories out there.”
When Wilke was putting
together the production team for
the show, he was able to find some
Kootenay people to fill key roles.
Stephan Berrill, who grew up in
Slocan Park and graduated from Mt.

Sentinel Secondary School in 2005,
is the director of photography. Kaio
Kathriner, from Cranbrook, is the
director.
Berrill is honoured to be part of
the project. “It’s a treat to come home
anytime, but to bring the cameras
and capture the local scenery and
history, and to learn more about
the history myself, is humbling and
exciting – it’s really an experience
to cherish!” he said.
Wilke also has ties to the area.
He grew up in Kelowna and spent
time in the Boundary with his family.
His father is the AFD manager for
this region and has been travelling

through for the last 20 years. “My
dad introduced me to Doug [from
Glacier View Service in New
Denver],” he said.
The team’s objective for October
is to shoot an episode, find the train,
and produce a ‘sizzle reel’ – an hourlong film to market the show to the
networks.
“We want the show to be
engaging and educational. We want
to change the narrative of what we’re
showing people on TV. We want the
show to appeal to young people as
well as older folk. We’re passionate
about the history and that’s why
we’re doing this,” Wilke said.

Bill Chapman, the last surviving crew member of the train that sank in Slocan Lake in 1946, is pictured here, front and centre, with the film crew that is producing a TV show about the event.
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Feasibility study underway for new rental housing in Kaslo
submitted
The Kaslo Housing Society will
soon begin studying the feasibility
of creating new dedicated rental
apartments in downtown Kaslo. Kaslo
council gave the project the green light
at the October 13 council meeting.
The proposed building would be
located on A Avenue near the corner
of 4th Street and could potentially
provide eight to ten studio and
larger apartments. The 75 x 100-foot
lot behind the Kemball Centre is
presently under-utilized as a space for
secure bus parking and Kaslo infoNet
storage.
The housing society and its
development partner – New Commons
Development – will begin a period of
public consultation and will have
site assessments done. An architect,
Christine Ross from Sanca, has been
hired to provide high-level concept
drawings that can be adapted in
response to community input.
New Commons Development,
under its Small Communities Initiative,
is already working with several small
communities in the region to assist local
housing providers solve the challenges
of developing housing. They bring
a much-needed level of expertise
and experience to the work ahead
for Kaslo, including securing project
financing. The society’s intention is
to develop a strong proposal for BC
Housing’s Community Housing Fund,
due January 15, 2021.

The Kaslo Housing Society, the
Village of Kaslo and New Commons
have a solid working relationship after
evaluating the feasibility of acquiring
the Kaslo Bay property earlier this
year. This is unfortunately not going
forward, but the society was able to
pivot when the Village-owned land
behind the Kemball Centre was
suggested as a possible site for longterm rental housing.
The site has many advantages
that the site currently leased by the
society (the ‘Lovers Site’ near the
Public Works yard) does not. In
2018, a proposal to BC Housing for a
development at Lovers failed because
the site has no services – no access,
water line, electrical/ phone service
or sewer.
The A Avenue site has all of these
services.
Please see the ad in this paper for
opportunities to learn more about the
project. More opportunities to learn
and comment will be offered as the
feasibility study unfolds.
The housing society also
encourages any resident of Kaslo and
RDCK Area D who may be looking for
a dedicated rental unit in the next few
years to get their names on a waiting
list. The list will be confidential; its
purpose at this early stage is to give
the society a better understanding of
current need. The waiting list form
and other information can be found at
www.kaslohousingsociety.org.
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Sinixt hunting case heard in Canada’s top court
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
A Sinixt hunter’s decadelong fight for his rights and the
recognition of his people has had
his day in Canada’s highest court.
The Supreme Court of Canada
heard arguments in the Rick
Desautel hunting case on October 8.
Desautel, 68, shot and killed
an elk near Castlegar in 2010,
then purposely turned himself in
to conservation officers so that
his people’s hunting rights and
very existence in Canada could be
decided in a court of law.
Desautel is a member of
the Lakes Tribe – descendants
of the Sinixt – now part of the
Confederated Tribes of the Colville
Reservation in Washington State.
As a member of an American tribe,
Desautel was charged with hunting
in BC without a licence and hunting
as a non-resident.
Desautel says he was exercising
his traditional hunting rights as
a member of the Sinixt – a right
protected by Section 35 of the
Canadian Constitution.
The Sinixt lived in the area for
thousands of years, but through
various circumstances most moved
south of the border to Washington
State more than a century ago. About
3,000 people of Sinixt descent live
as part of the Confederation. In
Canada, the band was declared
extinct for the purposes of the
Indian Act in 1956.
The trial judge had acquitted
Desautel, recognizing the man’s
right to hunt. That decision was
upheld by both the Supreme Court
of BC and the Court of Appeal,
landing it before the nation’s top
legal panel for a ruling.
The Supreme Court judges
don’t rule on the facts of the case,
but whether the law was properly
applied by lower courts.
In their opening arguments, the

Province of BC’s lawyers said the
matter came down to whether nonCanadians could be afforded the
rights and protections guaranteed
by the Canadian Constitution.
“The question before you is,
is the Lakes Tribe an Aboriginal
people of Canada?” said Glen R.
Thompson, the lawyer representing
the BC government. “The
claimant group… is the Lakes
Tribe of Washington State. The
respondent wants to broaden that
designation, they want to broaden
the identification of the group to
include the Sinixt people generally.
That was not a finding of the courts
below.”
“If you go as far as the
respondents are suggesting, …
and say ‘Aboriginal people of
Canada’ can live in the United
States, or really anywhere… then
you have effectively said the
common law issue of the border,
the Canadian nation state does
not matter, it does not exist…,”
Thompson continued. “So what
happens is you kind of end up with
an erasure of Canadian sovereignty.
This becomes an Aboriginal or
an Indigenous solution and not a
Canadian solution… and we need
something that is workable to all
Canadians.”
But Desautel’s lawyer, Mark
Underhill, said they are seeking a
specific protection for a specific
right – not seeking sweeping
Section 35 protections for all Sinixt
living in the US. The person in this
case is seeking the right to hunt,
has historical connections to the
land, people and culture of the
members of the collective living in
Canada. He also has the support and
permission from those members to
engage in that practice.
Intervenors said the concept of
reconciliation should very much be
considered when ruling on this case,
and the history of relations between

Indigenous people and colonizers
should not be ignored.
“I would urge this court to
reject a vision of reconciliation that
defines the concept narrowly and
ahistorically, and excludes from its
purview some Indigenous peoples,
with enduring connections to
Canadian lands, who are now based
on reserves outside of Canada,”
said Jessica Orkin, representing the
Grand Council of the Cree. “Their
enduring connection to Canadian
lands must be recognized and
ought to be part of the project of
reconciliation.”
A lawyer for the Indigenous Bar
Association group agreed, saying
the government was trying to use the
international boundary to “lessen
the burden of reconciliation.”
“It’s not as you’ve heard from
the appellant… it’s not a question
of a foreign rights-holder group
asserting rights in Canada,” said
Bruce McIvor. “The way I would
phrase it, the question is, is a person
from Indigenous ancestry, who
is a resident of the United States,
entitled to exercise an Aboriginal

right in their people’s ancestral
territory in Canada?
“Once we keep that question
in mind, a lot of the arguments we
heard today are for another day.”
The judges listened to arguments
from nearly 20 intervenors, as
provincial governments, First
Nations and aboriginal groups from
across Canada and the US outlined
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their concerns and interests in the
outcome of the case.
The judges took the arguments
under advisement. It’s not known
when they’ll hand down their ruling.

Our valley’s green
grocer since 1990

• Fresh
• Organic
• Wholesome
1290 Hwy #6
Crescent Valley
250-359-7323
– Open daily –

(Closed Christmas & New Year’s day)
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Democracy & the COVID-19 election

I’m not really happy about being dragged to the polls in the middle of
a pandemic. I am of the opinion that the supply & confidence agreement
between the Greens and the NDP was serving the province well. There was
no need for this election.
That said, I’m not expecting any changes in Kootenay West. Katrine
Conroy is a fabulous MLA and the best minister of Child & Family Services
in the history of the province. She cares about people. I’ve said it before, but
she reminds me of a younger version of my mom. There is just no way that
I’m going to vote against my mom. I expect that most of her constituents will
be joining me. The Liberals have parachuted in a 19-year-old political science
student from Kamloops to bear the flag. Neither he nor the Green candidate
could be bothered to show up for an all-candidates meeting that the Valley
Voice organized on October 15. Enough said. A nice field of independents
raised a bunch of local concerns and kept the incumbent on her toes.
You can view the online meeting at facebook.com/thevalleyvoicenewspaper.
The neighbouring constituency of Nelson-Creston is much more
interesting. I expect that the NDP’s Brittny Anderson will prevail, but it looks
like a much tighter finish. Considering the constituency’s voting history and
the NDP’s surging polling numbers, any other result would surprise me.
However, with three dynamic young women in the race, and the incumbent
stepping out of the job, the potential for an upset is very real. Depending
on how the vote splits, folks living in Nelson-Creston could end up with an
NDP, Green or Liberal MLA.
Dan Nicholson, publisher

Government
priorities

Spending billions of taxpayer
dollars on an oil pipeline in the
middle of the climate crisis and global
pandemic is ludicrous.
Trudeau’s government bought
the Trans Mountain pipeline for $4.7
billion. Since then, the estimated cost
to complete the project has ballooned
to $20+ billion. Why not spend that
money to improve the services for
our elders in long-term care, fix the
decades-long drinking water crisis on
First Nations reserves, or improve our
COVID testing capacity so parents
don’t have to wait for hours with
their children? We can either let our
government throw money at fossil
fuels, or we can demand they build
towards a just and healthy future that
all our communities deserve.
We also need to stop work on the
Site C dam.
David Cheatley
Kaslo

Opinions
versus facts

There are next to no COVID-19
infected people in our area. This
explains the letters from Gisela Stein
and all others of her ilk.
It reminds me of people who
preferred not to go to air raid bomb
shelters during WWII when the bombs
were falling indiscriminately. Few
survived.
I agree with Ms. Stein that the
Valley Voice is a great paper, but I
regret that they print letters such as
Bruce Freeman’s, in which he totally
misrepresented Richard Caniell’s letter.
These people don’t seem to understand
the consequences of refusing to take
safety measures against infections of
bugs like COVID-19. You just have to
look at France, the Netherlands, India,
Brazil, etc.
But as Elsje de Boer said in her last
letter: there are too many of us anyway
Richard Eichenauer
Fauquier

EDITORIAL / LETTERS POLICY

The Valley Voice welcomes letters to the editor and community news
articles from our readers.
Letters and articles should be no longer than 500 words and may be
edited. We reserve the right to reject any submitted material.
Please mark your letter “LETTER TO THE EDITOR.” Include your
address and daytime phone number for verification purposes.
We will not knowingly publish any letter that is defamatory or libelous.
We will not publish anonymous letters or letters signed with pseudonyms,
except in extraordinary circumstances.
Opinions expressed in published letters are those of the author and not
necessarily those of the Valley Voice.
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– KASLO HOTEL IS OPEN –
Pub open from 11 am - 10 pm, food service until 8:30 pm

Coming soon: Prime Rib Fridays and Weekly Specials
www.kaslohotel.com 250-353-7714

The Ingrid Rice cartoon is a satirical look at current events in politics and is sponsored by the Kaslo Hotel. The Hotel does not necessarily share the political views of the artist.

Barn swallows

I was appalled to read in Patricia
McGreal’s letter, VV October 8, that
the Slocan Valley Heritage Trail
Society proposes to install netting
to keep barn swallows from nesting
in its gazebo, and that the Slocan
council has supported this proposal.
Barn swallows in our area are
almost gone. When I first moved
to Fauquier 50 years ago, two or
three pairs nested every summer
in the attic of our old log cabin. By
the ’90s, there were no more nests,
only occasional visitors. In recent
years, none.
This is how extinction happens,
one mindless step after another
shoving aside wildlife which gets
in our way. Instead of a barrier,
the Trail Society should put up a
display, celebrating the swallows
and pointing them out to trail users,
many of whom will never have seen
one. Joni Mitchell didn’t get it quite
right – we won’t know what we had
when it’s gone.
How ironic that a heritage trail
society should be actively engaged
in destroying our biological heritage!
Tony Netting
Fauquier

Gender equity

I used to be a member of the
NDP. Even 35 years ago with
one income and a burgeoning
family, I found a way to support
the party financially, and lend a
hand physically. I still believe in
the socialist foundations of the
party, but I have been unable to
support the provincial NDP for the
last decade.
In 2009, Michelle Mungall
was elected to represent the
Nelson-Creston electoral district.
She was elected under a new
policy that the NDP had adopted
which only allowed women to
compete to serve as the NDP’s
candidate in winnable ridings.
In 2009, Michelle was a very
young, popular politician who
likely would have been given
the nod to represent the electoral
district without that new policy,
but sadly for her she will never
know whether she won on her own
volition or due to the lack of male
competition.
In the intervening years, the
party has adjusted the policy to
allow other ‘under-represented’
groups to run in winnable ridings.
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So now, women, visible minority
men, and men with alternate sexual
preferences are included in the lineup of first-class members. Everyone
except white heterosexual men
without disabilities are considered
eligible to run in electoral districts
where the NDP currently holds
power. These white men are, of
course, still allowed to run in
districts where their chances are
slim and none.
The NDP requires that all
members agree to and support
all party policies, and since I was
not willing to relegate myself to
be a second-class member of my
chosen party, I had to abandon my
membership.
This policy is completely
u n d e m o c r a t i c , u n f a i r, a n d
demeaning to women, who, I
believe are perfectly capable of
winning a nomination without
the leg up. Interestingly, only
two sitting MLAs had the testicle
fortitude to vote against the policy
when it was originally proposed –
Harry Lali, and John Horgan.
It is about time the NDP gave
up this affirmative action policy,
and strived to allow the members
in a riding to democratically elect
the most qualified candidate, so
that the people who live there will
be best represented.
I am sure I am not alone in my
decision to stop supporting the NDP
because of this policy. Elections in
this province are usually won by
a couple of percentage points. I
am not so sure the NDP can win
without the support of its secondclass members.
Rod Retzlaff
Glade
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Horgan hopes
for a majority

When Horgan announced that he
was calling an election, he was breaking
an agreement he had made with the
BC Green Party that he wouldn’t
call an election until 2021. Naked
political ambition is always unpleasant
to behold. Horgan is known for his
impatience, but can he run a campaign
by breaking a promise?
Speaking of breaking a promise,
in December 2017 the crocodile tears
flowed when he (with Michelle Mungall
and George Heyman by his side, both
looking stricken) proclaimed that, just
like Christy Clark said, Site ‘C’ was
too big to stop. The promise was to
stop Site C, made while in opposition.
At that time it was thought that
it might cost us taxpayers $4 billion,
which included an inflated figure of
$1.8 billion for remediation. We’re up
to over $7 billion now, with no end in
sight. BC Hydro is now saying what
they knew 30 years ago: we can’t build
a dam on compacted silt, at least, not
without spending billions more.
The NDP government is spending
almost a billion a year on subsidies to
gas and oil, and receiving back a fifth
of that in payments. This is a huge
handout to an industry which makes it
impossible for BC to meet its emission
targets, and at the same time denies
money to alternate power generation
programs.
I feel that the BC NDP has become
indistinguishable from the BC Liberal
Party. The elephant in the room is their
support for Site C, LNG, and fracking.
It is impossible for me to believe that
the NDP understands or cares about the
consequences of climate change. For
my vote, after supporting the NDP for
many years, I have to say that the BC
Green Party is the only party that seems
to understand about climate change,
and is willing to stop subsidizing oil,
gas, and fracking (LNG).
Of the candidates running in
the Nelson-Creston riding, I believe
Nicole Charlwood, the BC Green Party
candidate, to be the best qualified and
best motivated. I intend to vote for her
and I hope you do as well.
Harvey Armstrong
Johnsons Landing

Valhalla
Foundation
welcomes SLSS
to the wetland
restoration club

Regarding your article ‘Wetland
restoration along the Bonanza
Biodiversity Corridor to begin this fall’
in the September 24 issue of the Valley
Voice, the article states “this is the first
of three wetland restoration projects
that will take place in the Bonanza
Biodiversity Corridor (BBC)…” and
goes on to explain the Slocan Lake
Stewardship Society’s plans for work
in the BBC.

Wonderful – but it isn’t the full
picture of the restoration initiatives that
are being undertaken in the BBC area.
The Valhalla Foundation for
Ecology has been doing wetland
restoration in the BBC since the
summer of 2017 when we purchased
the Snk’mip Marsh Sanctuary property.
We’ve just completed our fourth
summer of restoration activities
including site rehabilitation and the
expansion and enhancement of the
largest wetland in the BBC.
The Snk’mip Marsh Sanctuary is
the keystone of the Bonanza Creek
watershed and its interconnected
chain of marshes. Thus far we have
painstakingly restored some 21,200
square metres of wetland at Snk’mip:
transforming what were ecologically
sterile gravel roads into wetland
habitat for amphibians, reptiles, birds,
mammals and many threatened and
rare species.
We were pleased to learn from
the article that the SLSS will be
using the same decompaction and
replanting prescription we at the
Valhalla Foundation for Ecology have
been employing at Snk’mip for several
years now. That’s good news for the
environment. The regeneration of
wetland habitat we have been able to
achieve using this proven best practice
is heartening. We applaud the SLSS
for following our lead; we need to do
everything possible to heal the badly
damaged Bonanza Creek watershed.
It’s wonderful to see so much
happening to repair wetlands in the
north Slocan Valley. Collectively,
we are restoring some of the many
wetlands in this corridor to better
ecological functioning. SLSS has
targeted three areas – that’s a good start.
Welcome to the club!
Our planet desperately needs
wetlands, people need wetlands, and
threatened and endangered species
need wetlands.
Lorna Visser (Director, Valhalla
Foundation for Ecology)
Hills

Thoughts on
the 2020 BC
election

BC has an election coming up on
October 24, and polling stations will
be open from October 15 onward, 8
am to 8 pm. This is a very important
election for BC.
Catastrophic fires and floods,
unusually powerful storms, melting
icecaps, rising sea levels and species
extinction have shown us that our
home, the Earth, is in crisis. For the
past eight months, the COVID issue
has held our focus. This has allowed
the most important problem of our
time, namely the destruction of the
environment, to continue unabated.
When the NDP got into power
in 2017, they pushed through the
continuation of the hugely over-budget
Site C dam. The NDP has given almost
$1 billion in subsidies annually to the
fossil fuel industry in BC (including

LNG and coal). The subsidies include
royalty reductions, provincial tax
exemptions and direct investments,
undermining BC’s action on climate
change including its long-standing
carbon tax (implemented by the BC
Liberals in 2008 despite vehement
opposition from the NDP). The NDP
‘Clean Energy Plan’ is just that – a
plan. Their actions tell a different story.
If the environment is a top priority
issue with you, and you know others
with the same mindset, please let them
know that we do have an alternative to
the NDP in our Kootenay West riding.
We have a Green Party candidate
from Rossland, Andrew Duncan. In
the Nelson-Creston riding, the Green
Party candidate is Nicole Charlwood.
Both are profiled in the last issue of the
Valley Voice and here: https://www.
bcgreens.ca/candidates
Katrine Conroy and before her,
her husband Ed, have represented the
Kootenay West riding for the NDP for
25 years. If you vote Green you are
not “splitting the progressive vote” as
is sometimes the case in ridings where
the race is tight between the Liberals
and NDP. You should be able to vote
your conscience and show the NDP
that, although they have done some
good things socially since they have
been in power, their environmental
record sucks.
Premier Horgan wants a majority
government. If we elect some Green
MLAs, the NDP will have defenders
of the environment as vocal critics in
the legislature.
If you’re an NDP supporter and an
environmentalist, please investigate
their record. The time for action is now.
Helen Davis
New Denver

In a matter of
life or death

Reading letters to the editor recently
gives one the impression there are two
parallel universes out there, mutually
exclusive in terms of values, beliefs and
perceptions of reality. In one universe,
all governments are manipulating us,
all scientists and experts are deceiving
us, all corporations are screwing us – or
worse, poisoning us – and like sheep,
we are letting it happen! The COVID
pandemic is all just a hoax to scare
us so governments can steal our civil
rights and enable ‘Big Pharma’ to make
billions from harmful vaccines.
I’m sorry, but I choose not to
inhabit such a grim universe. In the
universe I inhabit, governments the
world over are doing their best to
deal with an unprecedented situation
threatening the lives of their citizens.
Those who have chosen careers in
science, epidemiology, medicine, etc.,
are using their knowledge and expertise
to guide decision-makers as they
grapple with this crisis. Mistakes have
and will be made – but to err is human
and there is no roadmap. I will reserve
judgement as to what worked and what
may prove to have been over- or underreactions. There will be time to dissect
the various actions governments took
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or did not take when this is finally over.
I have been dismayed in reading
some letters these last few issues by
the callousness displayed concerning
human life. Some get caught up with the
relatively low mortality rate for COVID
infections. It has been suggested that a
better course would be to just ‘let her
rip’ until herd immunity is reached.
Well, I see merit in achieving herd
immunity, but there are two ways to do
it. If we just ‘let her rip’, we can expect
a lot more unnecessary deaths – my
rough guess would be up to 80,000
Canadians. To anyone who believes
even one ‘unnecessary’ death is one too
many, a number of deaths equivalent to
the entire population of the Kootenay
Boundary is totally unacceptable.
The second way to achieve herd
immunity is to do what we are doing
now – to hold the virus at bay and
protect those who are most vulnerable
until a viable vaccine is developed.
Just as other killer viral diseases
such as smallpox and polio have
been vanquished through vaccination
programs, so too will COVID. Not
everyone will need to be vaccinated
and no one in Canada will be vaccinated
against their will – so relax, antivaxxers – but I, for one, as a vulnerable
individual will be happy to be first in
line to roll up my sleeve.
I am just as fatigued as the next
person with COVID restrictions. But
I acknowledge that in the British
Columbia we have such a very low
incidence of COVID BECAUSE of
these restrictions. I can live without
large indoor gatherings, I don’t mind
using hand-sanitizer when I go to a
store and am happy to wear a mask
where required – if that is all it takes
to keep COVID at bay and save
somebody’s life.
Rory Lindsay
Lemon Creek

Choose wisely

In 1990, as a New Democrat, I
helped bring the shadow health critic,
Dr. Tom Perry, to Kaslo to visit Joan
McPherson on D Avenue so we could
get our ten long-term care beds that
Corky Evans, as MLA, helped us
build. Under today’s NDP, Michelle
Mungall proposed to bring 63 beds
to Nelson and none of the ten extra
beds promised to Kaslo by Corky
and the NDP.
In the 1970s, Dave Barret and
NDP acknowledged the destruction
of the Columbia River Treaty
to our region and brought in the
Agricultural Land Reserve and our
first environmental legislation. Mike
Harcourt and Glen Clark even helped
us address the socioeconomic harm
those dams caused via creation of
the Columbia Basin Trust with $500
million in capital to start regional
investment.
Today’s NDP has given the oil
and gas industry double the financial
incentives that the BC Liberals did,
and in fact over the last five years,
the government of BC has collected
no net revenues from this industry.

We as citizens earn more revenue
from smokers than we do from the
BC oil and gas industry. That is
why I am, quite frankly, astounded
that an MLA like Katrine Conroy,
who is the minister in charge of
re-negotiating the Columbia River
Treaty (and whose late husband was
displaced by the building of the Hugh
Keenleyside dam) has remained
silent and gone along with the further
destruction and displacement of
farmland in the Peace River Valley
and the destruction of the Athabasca
River Delta.
If we want our youth and their
younger brothers and sisters to
have any kind of liveable future on
this planet, we must end the path
of destruction we are all on and
start to rapidly lower production
of fossil fuels in BC, as part of a
global search to build an economy
for people that brings us into in
harmony with the very ecosystems
on which we depend for our
lives. Bringing together business,
chambers of commerce, unions and
local government and people from
across the political spectrum from all
economic classes, religions, ethnic
and national backgrounds to chart
that future will be no small task.
Nicole Charlwood has crisscrossed Nelson-Creston for the last
decade and knows our community
wants and needs, and quite frankly
is the only MLA candidate I feel I
can trust to lead us in tackling the
enormous challenges we face. And
as she says, the BC Green Party is
the only party that allows its MLAs
to vote their conscience and in
accordance with their constituents’
wishes. So as ever, the choice is
yours to choose as to which path you
will take at the fork in the woods, and
I hope you choose wisely, as there
was no need for Premier Horgan to
call this election a year ahead of the
ending of an agreement he and all his
MLAs signed.
As the premier knows, he
had a three-seat majority in the
BC legislature at dissolution,
after Independent MLA Weaver
exchanged letters with the premier
and signed the same agreement in
January 2020 with the NDP as when
he was Leader of the BC Green Party
in 2017. So the only instability in
BC has been caused by the premier
himself, when he rejected the
legislative agenda offered to him by
the BC Green caucus in their letter
to him on September 18, 2020. All
of which can be found, as record, on
the BC legislature site.
Andy Shadrack
Kaslo
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Silverton council, October 14: Arrow Slocan Tourism Association presentation

by Moe Lyons
• The meeting opened with a
presentation by Megan Chadwick,
executive director of the Arrow
Slocan Tourism Association (ASTA).
ASTA is a non-profit Destination
Marketing Organization (DMO) for
the Arrow Lakes and Slocan Valleys,
and is just over a year old. Created
out of a partnership between the
Nakusp & District and Slocan Valley
Chambers of Commerce, ASTA
facilitates a cooperative approach to
tourism marketing. The organization’s
vision is “to respect community
values while being recognized as
an important contributor to local
economic vitality and community
vibrancy.” Core funding comes from
the Municipal Regional District Tax,
a 2% tax on accommodation. Other
funding comes from Destination BC,
COVID impact grants (temporarily),
and from other sources such as
the Columbia Basin Trust. The
association is developing a presence
on Twitter, Facebook and Instagram,
and is developing a website: www.
arrowslocan.com. ASTA is working
in collaboration with the Slocan
Valley Economic Development
Commission. For more information,
email Megan: info@arrowslocan.
com.
• Chief Financial Officer Colin
McClure presented his report for
the third quarter. “Things are quite
positive,” he said. Although the
closure of the Lakeside campground
reduced revenues by $25,000, the
Creekside campground did well
($13,000) and the sale of the logs
from Lakeside brought in $4,600.
The provincial government also
provided an extra $6,800 in the Small
Communities Grant. The Memorial
Hall project (windows and building
envelope upgrades), funded by a

Dianne Joyce
Obituary

$24,000 Columbia Basin Trust grant,
came in under budget. The leftover
funds will go towards improvements
to the parking lot on the south side of
the building.
• CAO Hillary Elliott’s report
covered several topics. The propeller
will remain in Silverton, and may
be placed in front of the interpretive
centre with signage and historical
photos. Staff is working on this with
the family who donated the propeller.
Plans for the water main upgrade
and creek crossing have been delayed,
as there is no word yet on the
provincial funding for the project. The
delay in the funding announcement is
due to the election. As this is a high
priority, staff are trying to figure out
how to proceed, especially since the
equipment necessary for the job will
be in New Denver soon. Plans to
install insulation in the reservoir have
been put on hold for the time being.
Requests for quotes for the
campground redesign are still in the
works and some information should
be available by the next council
meeting.
The draft Official Community
Plan and zoning amendments are
hoped to be presented to council in
April 2021.
The footbridge has been
resurfaced and 2019-20 sidewalk
improvements are complete.
Sidewalks on the west side of the
highway will be resurfaced in 2021.
The CAO added she had recently
become aware that the Province is
coming up with money to get people
working. She said she would try to get
an application in for that, particularly
for the installation of HardiePlank
siding for the Memorial Hall, the fire
hall and the gallery.
• The Village will provide a
letter of support to the Slocan Lake

Dianne Rae Joyce, born July 14,
1941 in Los Angeles, California, died
October 12, 2020, Williams Lake,
BC, aged 79. A lifelong resident of
British Columbia and a Canadian
citizen since 1972; daughter of Roy
Samuel Fisher and Maree Evelyn
Hazie, of Colorado and California
respectively. Wife of Arthur Cyril
Joyce, born January 16, 1938, for 63
years. Dianne attended high school in
Nelson, BC, where she met her husband in 1957. Mother to Arthur Roy
Joyce (a.k.a. Sean Arthur Joyce), born September 28, 1959, and Kimberley
Anne Eggers, born June 14, 1963. She was predeceased by her parents, twin
brother Dennis Fisher (1941–2019), sisters Jeanne Mullen MacLardy
and Joyce Fisher.
Resident of Hanceville, BC for 30 years, Dianne was a devoted Christian
and a member of the historic Chilcotin Log Church congregation at
Hanceville served by her husband as pastor. She was known for volunteering
countless hours at the church’s free store, generously distributing items to
families in need. Dianne was a woman of hidden talents, including petitpoint embroidery, custom handmade quilting, and home decorating. Her
children are fortunate to own two of her original quilt designs, each a oneof-a-kind work of art. She was proud of having sustained a marriage for
62 years. Prior to retirement she worked in the Alexis Creek Library. Her
many friends in the Hanceville area will miss her dearly.
Memorial service to be conducted by Pastor Paul Lomovato at the
Chilcotin Log Church at a date to be announced. “I am the resurrection
and the life; he that believeth in me shall not perish but have everlasting
life.” —John 11: 21–27

Arts Council (SLAC) for a grant
application to replace the carpet and
wood flooring upstairs at the gallery
building with vinyl sheet flooring.
Staff recommended the Village put
aside $2,000 in the 2021 budget
to assist SLAC with this project if
necessary.
• Mayor Jason Clarke said in his
report that he is still “pushing hard
for the last mile” in the broadband
project. Clarke wants community
control of the infrastructure that
connects people’s homes to the
backbone (main fibre-optic cable),
and said local governments want to
have conversations among themselves
about the next steps.
• Mayor Clarke and Councillor
Leah Main met with the Ministry
of Forests, Lands, Natural Resource
Operations and Rural Development
on September 17 about the application
for a Bull Trout Wildlife Habitat Area
on Silverton Creek. “It is apparently
in the pipeline,” Clarke said. “Staff
seems hopeful we should have

movement on it over the next year
or so.”
• Councillor Main has attended
over 22 meetings since the last
council meeting. She was re-elected
to be on the board of the Federation of
Canadian Municipalities (FCM). She
told council money is being offered to
the region for networking workshops,
funnelled through the RDCK. She
also stated that both Recreation
Commission 6 and the Rosebery
Parklands and Trail Commission need
citizen reps. Councillors T. Gordon
and Yofonoff agreed to continue as
council reps on the Rec Commission.
• Council expressed support for a
letter from the Slocan Valley Chamber
of Commerce to Kootenay Savings
Credit Union regarding reduced
hours at the credit union. Councillor
T. Gordon said she fully backed
this letter and that many people had
told her the current hours were not
working for them. She is concerned
that people will withdraw their funds
from the community if the credit

union can’t serve them better.
• Council agreed to participate in
the Wood Stove Exchange Program
for a maximum of three installations
at $100 per unit. As a result, up to three
Silverton residents who exchange
their old, inefficient woodstoves for
new, efficient heating appliances can
access rebates of $250-$400.
• Council received notification
that the Regional Housing Needs
Assessment for the village has
been completed. Councillor Main
remarked that while it was a “pretty
in-depth study,” the consultant used
2016 data so it is inadequate and out
of date. Staff stated it is difficult for a
Village of this size to provide data for
such a study while protecting personal
information.
• Council approved a variance for
a property on 6th Street. The setback
was reduced from 4.5 metres to 2.4
metres to facilitate the construction of
a landing and stairs. This will make
it so the second entrance/exit to the
house can be used.

by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
The Regional District of
Central Kootenay shouldn’t fear
new provincially mandated energysaving rules for house construction,
a delegation told the regional
government’s board of directors.
Energy inspector Gerry Sawkins
and Nelson architect Lukas Armstrong
appeared before the board at its
meeting last week to lobby directors
to adopt the STEP Code as soon as
possible.
“We’re deeply involved in
the industry, both of us have had
extensive experience in STEP Code
buildings,” says Armstrong. “We
know the Regional District had
decided not to support the adoption
of the STEP Code, and we believe
that that is a terribly misplaced, bad
decision.
“The fears are unfounded.”
The STEP Code was initiated
to try to come to grips with the
greenhouse gas emissions produced
by British Columbians. One easy fix,
the government believes, is in home
energy use. The new code tightens
building construction methods with
an eye to reducing how much energy
buildings need, and how much they
waste.
The first stage of the new STEP
Code rules come into effect in 2022,
when all new buildings have to show
a 20% reduction in greenhouse gasses
from a set standard. That increases
to 40% improvement by 2027, and
80% by 2232. It’s a massive job. To
meet our greenhouse gas targets, “BC
will require retrofit of 30,000 houses,
17,000 apartments and 3 million
square metres of commercial every
year until 2050,” the two men noted.
While the provincial government
is mandating the changes, and the
RDCK has no say in setting the
standards, it’s local politicians who are
feeling the heat from contractors and
home builders. They’ve heard many
public complaints that the new rules
are adding a lot of money to the cost

of building a home.
It’s prompted the RDCK directors
to twice delay adopting STEP Code
standards early in the regional district,
and even consider not endorsing them.
Armstrong says that would be a
mistake.
“There’s a lot of misinformation
floating out there,” says Armstrong.
“…Because at the end of the day, the
science is pretty clear about climate
change, and the building science is
clear, and the economic arguments
are pretty clear.
“It’s extremely frustrating to have
this misinformation causing a delay
to action.”
The delegation provided stats that
show the cost of building to the STEP
Code adds about $7,000 to the cost of
a new build, which can be paid back
in seven years in energy savings, they
said. The added cost for professional
services – like energy consultants
– were roughly neutral to the home
owner. Those costs are often offset by
rebates, they note.
As a side benefit, they noted that
building to STEP Code provides a
form of quality assurance on new
homes being built.
“Houses built to higher levels of
energy efficiency retain their value
compared to others,” they said.

They also said concerns about
complexity of the new rules adding
to contractors’ headaches are just not
founded in reality.
“80%-plus of local industry
construction members are in
support of Step One implementation
immediately,” they said. “We
strongly recommend the adoption
of the existing resolution 390/20 for
December 31, 2020 implementation,”
the pair concluded, citing the longdelayed STEP Code resolution.
Armstrong says the most
frustrating part for him is that this is
coming to the region in two years, no
matter what the RDCK’s politicians
think.
“What do we do then? How is
the Regional District as a building
department going to have the capacity
to effectively address the requirements
of STEP Code, if they haven’t had
the practice?” he asks. “And if
we don’t have the capacity in the
design community, or in the energy
advisory community, or the building
community to effectively respond to
the mandatory measures?
“I just don’t understand how the
RDCK would allow the decision to
not support STEP Code at this point.
They’re cutting off their nose to spite
their face.”

by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
A woman had to be rescued from
the water at the Shelter Bay ferry
terminal earlier this month after she
drove her car off the end of the dock
into the Upper Arrow Lakes.
Police say they got a call just
after midnight on October 13 that a
car had driven off the loading ramp
at the terminal, on Hwy 23 between
Revelstoke and Nakusp. Ferry
workers had spotted the woman in
the water, and launched a rescue boat
to retrieve her.
Investigators believe that the

woman was alone inside her Ford
Fusion, which was discovered fully
submerged below the ramp.
The ferry couldn’t land at the
terminal with the vehicle in the way,
and service was cut for more than
12 hours.
Police say they don’t think drugs
or alcohol were involved, but had the
51-year-old Elk Valley woman taken
to hospital in Revelstoke “to ensure
her physical and mental well-being.”
A commercial dive team and tow
company pulled the vehicle from the
lake later that day. The investigation
continues.

RDCK board encouraged to ‘STEP’ forward with building code

Woman not seriously injured
after driving car off ferry ramp
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New Denver council, October 13: Rental housing shortage highlighted in report
by Kathy Hartman
• “There is a general lack of
affordable and available rental
housing in the Slocan Valley.” This is
one of the conclusions of the Housing
Needs Assessment commissioned
by the RDCK. The assessment also
found that housing affordability
and suitability in the Slocan Valley
differ significantly between renters
and homeowners. Almost half of
all owners (48%) no longer pay
a mortgage, which significantly
decreases their monthly housing
costs. In contrast, the majority of
renters (58%) pay between $500 and
$999 per month in housing costs.
Over 80% of survey respondents
live in single detached homes. No
survey respondents reported living
in apartments, condos or townhomes
– demonstrating a need for more
diverse housing options. Councillor
John Fykes noted that one of the
respondents suggested more tiny
homes in the area, and said tiny homes
“speak to the Official Community
Plan.” CAO Catherine Allaway said
the main barrier to creating a tiny

home park would be the sewage
system. She said if a solution could be
found that satisfied a registered waste
practitioner, then a tiny home park
could be eligible for a building permit.
A copy of the housing needs report
as it relates to New Denver and area
is available on the Village website or
upon request from the Village office.
• New Denver is carbon neutral.
According to New Denver’s 2019
Climate Action Revenue Incentive
Program (CARIP) report, the Village
produced 26.5 tonnes of carbon
dioxide equivalent in 2019. The
Village remains carbon neutral by
purchasing carbon offsets from
Darkwoods, an unmaintained
wilderness area owned by the Nature
Conservancy of Canada, 45 minutes
south of Nelson. A copy of the CARIP
report is available on the Village’s
website or upon request from the
Village office.
• Gary Wright, mayor of New
Denver from 1989 to 2011, made
a presentation on municipal bylaw
infractions witnessed this summer and
his opinion on the best way forward.

Wright cited infractions such as the
use of public boulevards for the
community composting program,
illegal steel containers on private
property causing a traffic hazard, and
illegal camping on private property.
Wright felt that going with a shared
RDCK bylaw officer was not the best
option. “The RDCK issues a ticket
that everyone ignores anyway,” said
Wright, and court costs rarely cover
the cost of the fine. “I feel it’s best to
lay the onus on your neighbours to
get it resolved,” he said. He jokingly
suggested that, as mayor, he always
sent his Chief Administrative Officer
down to “catch the flack” from the
people breaking the bylaws. Wright’s
final comment was: “I wish you luck.”
• The Village of New Denver
has agreed to partner with Silverton
and Slocan to apply for a $450,000
grant from the FireSmart Community
Funding and Supports program. The
funding can be used for communitybased FireSmart planning and
activities that reduce the community’s
risk from wildfire. The Village of
Silverton will be the lead proponent

Wide Spot

to reason our way out of the current
omnishambles. But while reason is
necessary, it is not sufficient.
We also need heart-knowing.
Not to be confused with emotion
or sentiment, it’s close to intuition,
but deeper and more solid. Heartknowing can hold paradox. Heartknowing allows the absurdity and
contradictions of life to exist sideby-side, teaching us to love those
with whom we disagree and to
delight in the physical world while
lamenting climate change. Heartknowing holds things too horrific
and too wonderful for reason to
comprehend. As Etty Hillesum, 20th
century Jewish mystic, said, “A poem
by Rilke is as real and as important
as a young man falling out of an
airplane.”
You’re in heart-space if your
chest feels open and unclenched.
From this place, it’s possible to

grieve the desperate loneliness of our
elders without assuming evil intent
by the provincial health officer.
Reason doesn’t tell us how to do
this, because reason ‘makes sense’
by placing things in their correct
categories: ‘This is good, that’s
bad.’ But the wisdom of the heart
is infinitely wide. It can hold both
deep moral indignation and great
compassion. We don’t lose our moral
compass by being respectful toward
those with whom we disagree, by
refusing to apportion blame. Heartknowing contributes a spacious
generosity and calm to the ‘openloop neural system’ that is our shared
mental world.
If solutions are possible, they
will be found in the wisdom of the
heart.
So move over, Optimus Prime:
human transformers have the real
gonzo feature!

Playing with
transformers

My grandson, Noah, is
captivated by transformers – those
toys depicting sentient robots that
configure themselves into other
forms. The longest hour of my
life was when he read me the
‘Ultimate Guide to Transformers,’
which details the history of every
character and all the forms they have
ever taken. Mostly I heard about
Optimus Prime, the hero who is also
a freightliner cab-over-engine class
8 truck. While Prime’s strong moral
leadership interested me, I suspect
it was the extraterrestrial weaponry
that really grabbed Noah.
One thing that grabbed me
(besides horror at how much money
Hasbro was making from movies,
books and toys) was realizing that
every single transformer, no matter
how insignificant, was capable of
transformation.
Some people would say
that humans can’t change, don’t
transform. We’re incapable of
becoming anything other than what
we have already been – the product
of our culture and upbringing.
I don’t agree.
Yes, I know that without some
miracle I will never become a
freightliner truck. But as a human
being, the urge and capacity for
transformation is built into me.
Because humans possess more than
one way of knowing things: we need
not rely on a single operating system.
Reason – which functions via the
capacity to differentiate and compare
– is our culture’s primary operating
system. We analyze ideas, situations,
people. We use our good minds to
figure out who’s to blame, who we’ll
love, to whom we’ll grant respect.
When reading the letters to the editor,
it’s clear that most of us are trying

SUPPORT FOR
YOUR SPIRIT
Bi-weekly book study,
bi-weekly services,
Tuesday 8 am meditation,
monthly Contemplative
in the Kootenays

For information & links, contact
descamp@heartsrest.com
Turner Zion United Church of
Canada is alive and welcomes
you online—and in person.

on this application.
• Council agreed to participate in
the Wood Stove Exchange Program
again this year. The program provides
$250-$400 in rebates when residents
replace old, inefficient woodstoves
with new, efficient, EPA-certified
heating appliances. The Village will
contribute $100 per stove to the
rebate program, for up to five stoves
replaced in New Denver. Most years,
one or two New Denver residents take
advantage of the program.
• The Slocan Health Centre gym
is being repainted, but will probably
not reopen anytime soon because of
COVID-19 cleaning protocols. There
is no funding currently available for
regular cleaning between user groups.
That may make it difficult to open
Knox Hall as well, according to CAO
Catherine Allaway. However, the
Reading Centre could open because
the COVID protocols are controlled
by only one user group.
• The Village of New Denver’s
2020 Annual Report and 2019
Financial Statements were received
for information. Mayor Leonard
Casley spoke highly of the office

and public works staff in the report.
The office staff “were able to write
an impressive amount of grant
applications and were very successful
in receiving funding from that hard
work… move forward on the Denver
Siding boundary extension proposal
and… on an affordable housing
project for New Denver. They’ve
made sure the campground continues
to bring much needed revenue, and
the Nikkei Internment Memorial
Centre also remains open.” He
thanked public works for “the repairs
on the Silvery Slocan Museum….
and the Knox Hall… clean up the
public spaces after a very damaging
winter, improving maintenance in the
parks, the cemetery, and the Nikkei
Internment Memorial Centre.” Both
reports can be found on the Village
website or requested from the Village
office.

Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work,
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal
WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS

359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539
3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

VILLAGE OF
NEW DENVER
PUBLIC NOTICES

ARBOUR DAY

In order to reduce open burning and divert organic material
from the landfill, the Village of New Denver will once again hold
a fall Arbour Day on Thursday, November 12, 2020 to collect
yard waste, branches and leaves that are bundled or bagged
and placed curbside. Please ensure that the branches are not
more than 3 feet long and bound with string or twine. Collection
is free for residents, so please don’t affix garbage tags to bags
of leaves or garden waste. If you have any questions, please
don’t hesitate to contact the Village Office.

GARBAGE REMINDER

Municipal garbage collection takes place every Tuesday starting
at 8 am for residential properties in New Denver. A reminder
that solid waste must be bagged (in a manageable size and
weight), tagged and placed in a garbage can before being
placed curbside for collection. Please DO NOT include yard
waste, recycling, construction materials, hazardous waste,
broken glass, or any items that might tear the bag and cause
injury to the garbage collector.

OPEN BURNING REGULATIONS

All residents and visitors are reminded that outdoor burning
is regulated within the Village of New Denver and permits are
required for all outdoor fires except cooking fires. Burning
permits for small fires (less than 3 feet high and 5 feet wide) to
burn yard and garden debris are available at no cost from the
Village Office from September 30 until November 15th. If wind
and weather are keeping smoke too close to the ground and
affecting your neighbours, please wait for a better day to burn.

PREPARING FOR WINTER SNOWPLOWING
The Village of New Denver reminds residents that snow removal is a priority over the winter months. The Village requests
your cooperation in removing items from the lanes, alleys and
boulevards so that plowing can be done efficiently and safely.

REC 6 REPRESENTATIVE

The Village is currently seeking a resident to sit on Recreation
Commission #6 as a representative of the Village of New Denver for 2021. If you are interested or require more information,
please contact the Village Office.
115 Slocan Avenue · P.O. Box 40, New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
(250) 358-2316 · office@newdenver.ca · www.newdenver.ca
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Work progresses on man-made wetland near Burton
by John Boivin, Local
Journalism Initiative reporter
Officials say a project to
improve wildlife habitat on the
lower Arrow Lakes is already
seeing some modest results.
Bird life was spotted settling
into the Burton Flats Wildlife
Enhancement Project area this
summer.
“We found a spotted
sandpiper nesting on top of one
of the mounds, one of the newly
created features,” Harry van Oort
said at an online meeting about
the project earlier this month.
“It’s an adaptive species that
can survive well in the reservoir
environment in response to
changing conditions.
“It’s a bit of a pioneering
species if you will.”
The common shorebird is
only the first inhabitant of what

project planners hope will be
a productive, biodiverse patch
of land for birds, amphibians,
larger mammals, and the things
they eat.
Construction started last year
on the project south of Nakusp,
which is intended to try to restore
some small part of the wildlife
habitat lost in the area when
BC Hydro built dams on the
Columbia River. The damming
of the river flooded hundreds
of kilometres of Arrow Lakes
shoreline. The new shoreline also
suffers from periodic flooding
when the controlled water levels
rise and fall.
The site isn’t much to look
at – a 3.5-hectare patch of lowlying land bordered by Highway
6 South near Burton. Last year
work began on creating what
will ultimately be 10 shallow

ponds and low-lying mounds to
try to recreate a natural wetland
ecosystem.
“Our proximate goal was
to provide a much more diverse
and structurally complex natural
vegetation mix to provide food
and nesting habitat for birds and
other wildlife,” said van Oort,
who is the senior environmental
co-ordinator. “The ultimate goal
of course is to attract a diverse and
productive wildlife community.”
What nature does on its own,
humans have had to work hard
to re-create. As the ponds and
mounds were established, work
simultaneously began planting
more than 9,000 plants in the
area – from plants like bluejoint
reedgrass, water sedge, water
smartweed and marsh cinquefoil,
to woody species like prickly
rose, hardhack, soopalallie,
mountain alder, and paper birch.
Work had to be done keeping
an eye on lake water levels, which

could flood work areas quickly.
“It was a herculean effort
to plant the 9,000-plus plants,”
says van Oort, noting much of
that work was done by locally
hired workers. “It is physically
demanding, a daily endurance
test for the crews. They worked
extremely long days.”
A lot of the species planted
are an experiment to see which
ones survive periodic flooding by
the lake. As the project designers
see which plants thrive best,
they’ll plant more of those
successful species.
The landscape is also being
designed so birds won’t be
attracted to building nests in
low-lying areas. This will prevent
egg loss when the lake levels rise.
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However, the biggest danger
facing the newly created wildlife
site may not be flooding, but
rather humans recreating at the
site.

“During the drawdown in
September and October, it’s a
very popular area for people to
drive their vehicles in, letting
their dogs run and stuff,” said
Paul Peterson, the Regional
District of Central Kootenay
director for the region. “There’s
pretty good access for vehicles,
and there’s people camping there
too.
“Is there any way Hydro can
stop traffic from going in?”
Officials admitted there was
little they could do about that,
as the area was a patchwork of
Hydro land, Crown land, and
private property. They said there
was nothing they could do to
physically block access to the
sensitive ecosystem.
“At this stage it doesn’t
look like we’ve done a lot with
vegetation, but these species we
planted should turn into a canopy
from ground level to 30 metres
high,” said van Oort. “All those

species will create a barrier for
wildlife, a visual barrier… and
hopefully a deterrent from traffic
from motorized vehicles.”
With phase one completed
and monitoring underway, work
on planning phase two has
started. Among the works for next
year are two larger, deeper ponds
constructed closer to Arrow Lake,
as well as expansion of one
mound and creation of a second.
“The construction schedule
depends on a number of factors,
including reservoir levels,”
says Trish Joyce, who spoke on
the construction aspects of the
project. “A spring construction
schedule allows us to access the
lower features… in particular
[two ponds which] are at the
lower level and they would be
best addressed under spring
construction.”
Hydro will have spent about
$4.37 million on the habitat by
the time the project is complete.

by John Boivin, Local
Journalism Initiative reporter
The money has been raised
for the $98,000 upgrade to Jackie
James Memorial Park in Nakusp.
The Regional District
of Central Kootenay board
approved a $25,000 Community
Works Fund (gas tax) grant
for the project at its directors’
meeting earlier this month.
That will be added to
the $30,000 secured from
the NACFOR Legacy Fund,
and a matching amount from
the Columbia Basin Trust
Community Initiatives Program.
The project has also received

$5,000 from both the local
recreation commission and the
Nakusp and Area Community
Foundation.
Volunteer work on the
baseball diamond began earlier
this year, with the Recreation
Nakusp Society forming to
take the lead on restoring the
facility, now in disrepair and
decommissioned due to unsafe
playing conditions.
The poor shape of the
diamond “is an emotive and
strong concern among volunteers
and community members who
were involved in the original
construction of the ball diamond

fields as well by our community
sports organizations,” the society
says.
With the help of volunteers
and supporting businesses, the
society plans to grade and repair
the outfield, install automatic
irrigation, restore the infield,
renovate the dugouts and install
new fencing.
Initial tear-down, rough
grading and irrigation installation
work began this summer.
The society hopes to restore
the diamond to its old glory,
creating a renaissance in local
ball playing.
“Upon project completion,

an additional recreation and
active living opportunity for
both youth and adults will be
available to residents,” the
society’s Community Works
grant application says. “The
community will also have
increased capacity to support
the expansion of minor ball and
adult slo-pitch programming in
the region.”
The community will also be
able to host more tournaments,
giving a boost to local tourism,
the report says.
The society says work will
be completed in time to play ball
in June 2021.

by Jan McMurray
The Kootenay Adaptive
Sport Association (KASA)
is working on repairing the
washed-out section of the rail
trail in Nakusp, and has asked
the Village to apply for a licence
of occupation for the damaged
section of the trail. Janis Neufeld
of KASA made the ask in a
presentation to council October
13. “Through many discussions
with the funders and Rec
Sites and Trails BC and other
organizations, it is clear the best
organization [to hold the licence
of occupation] is the Village,”
she said.
Neufeld explained that the
damaged section of trail is located
on vacant Crown land, so a
licence of occupation is necessary
for the repairs to proceed. She
stressed that the licence of
occupation would be for this
section of trail only – not for the
areas above or below it.
Neufeld reported that design
options for the repairs had been
completed by SNT Engineering,
paid for with a $4,500 CBT
Community Initiatives grant. The
preferred and most expensive
option is to build two bridges

– one bridge above each of the
two washouts. Another option
includes culverts, armouring and
routing water.
KASA is now applying for a
CBT Trail Enhancement grant for
$15,500 for the detailed design.
Once the $15,500 is confirmed,
KASA will need a letter stating
that the Village will take on the
licence of occupation, Neufeld
said.
There are currently three
other funding opportunities to
carry out the repairs, “so we
will have the funding and plans
in place in 2021,” Neufeld said,
adding that one of those grant
applications will be for a much
larger trail project, connecting
Sicamous to Revelstoke to
Nakusp to Nelson.
Neufeld said she understood
that the Village’s concerns
about taking on the licence of
occupation would be liability
and maintenance. She assured
council that “SNT would sign
off and take responsibility, so
your only liability would be
for the trail users.” She pointed
out that the Village already has
insurance for trail users, so the
Village would just have to ensure

that this section of trail was added
to its insurance policy. As for
maintenance, Neufeld suggested
that trail users would volunteer
to maintain this section of trail.
Three trail users were also
part of the delegation to council.
Jerry and Linda Van Immerzeel
said the Nakusp and Area
Community Trails Society, Rod
and Gun Club and the Arrow
Lakes ATV Society all endorse
the project, and would like to
see both motorized and nonmotorized use allowed on this
section of the trail, just like
the rest of the rail trail from
the viewpoint to Summit Lake.
Tracey Wallis, teacher and trail
user, said her interest was in
expanding outdoor recreation
opportunities for students, but
also in mitigating the hazard. “I
see young people going on there
all the time,” she said.
Councillor Susan DeSandoli
asked why the Village should
take on the trail rather than a trail
society. Most trails in the area
are managed by a local society
in partnership with Rec Sites and
Trails BC (RSTBC). Neufeld
explained that this section of
trail wasn’t designated as trail by

RSTBC “for whatever reason,”
and RSTBC has recently decided
not to take on any more rail trails
because they have been a source
of conflict between motorized
and non-motorized trail users.
Councillor DeSandoli
referred to the proposed repair
as a “bandaid” and said she
was hoping for a solution to the
sloughing above this section of
trail. Neufeld replied that fixing
the larger problem is a much
bigger undertaking. “That’s what
has halted us since 2016,” she
said. “Not that I don’t agree with
you, but we can’t wait around…
It’s time to take back our trail.”
Councillor Joseph Hughes
said he was also concerned
that the repair wouldn’t fix the
“root problem” and asked about
relocating the trail. Neufeld
replied that relocation was
considered, but found to be
unfeasible.
Council asked staff to get
more information and report
back on the request for the
Village to apply for the licence
of occupation.
In the meantime, council
agreed to provide KASA with a
letter of support for the project.

Human interference

Grants approved to power Nakusp ball diamond upgrades

Nakusp rail trail repair project contingent on Village licence of occupation

Fence posts
• Fencing
• Corral panels
•

Animal feed for
chickens, horses,
pigs, sheep, dogs,
cats & more
Flannel mens &
Ladies shirts starting
at $39.99-$69.99
Mens reflective
safety jackets $99.99

Straw bales

$13.00

Spring bulbs • Bulk seed garlic
Septic tanks & pipe
Plumbing & electrical supplies

We are limiting people to 4 customers in the store at any one time

Fir pellets by the pallet or in 1 tonne bulk
bags (no delivery of bulk pellets)
Open 10-4 daily, including Sunday
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submitted
Did you know that Mt. Sentinel
once had an extracurricular Calculus
Club? Or that the current band room
at WE Graham used to be the School
District 8 school board office?
The 2020-2021 academic year
marks the 70th anniversary of both
secondary schools in the Slocan Valley.
Mt. Sentinel and WE Graham will be
celebrating this milestone year, and
the school district is looking to the
community for stories and tributes to
commemorate education in the Slocan
Valley since the 1950s.
Are you a former or current student,
parent, or teacher of one of the valley
schools? Did you play team sports,

PHOTO CREDIT: MT. SENTINEL CLASS PICTURE - UBC SPECIAL COLLECTIONS - 1950

Calling for memories of Slocan Valley schools
act in a drama production or have a
memory of a school competition?
If so, please visit www.sd8.bc.ca/
slocan-valley-school-memories to

share an anecdote or special memory.
The school district is looking
for photos (both historic and
contemporary), stories of celebrated

events, multi-generational connections
and quotes.
Community submissions will be
collected for consideration in a special

commemorative publication to be
released in 2021. If you wish to submit
a photo, please email directly to Glen.
Campbell@sd8.bc.ca

School District 8 is celebrating the 70th anniversary of Mount Sentinel & WE Graham secondary schools and is looking to the community for stories and tributes to commemorate education in the Slocan Valley.

SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESSES – NOW MORE THAN EVER!
NAKUSP & AREA

Cornucopia

Open 9 am - 5 pm Monday to Saturday. Contactless debit/credit
Cleaning protocols in place, customers reminded to social distance.
Facebook: Bon Marche Dollar Dollar Nakusp
250-265-3644

Eric’s Meats

Bon Marche Dollar Dollar

Crescent Bay Construction Ltd.

Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-5 pm
Nitrile gloves must be put on (available beside the door) when entering and
discarded (beside the door) when leaving.
Phone orders and pick-up available. E-transfer payment available at cresbay@
telus.net • 250-265-3747

Kal Tire Nakusp

Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-5 pm
Call or book online for appointment or tire purchases. Emergency and commercial work done as required. Please only one customer in showroom at a time.
Payments accepted by Debit or Credit. NO CASH please.
Sanitization precautions being taken in showroom and all customer vehicles.
Visit our Facebook page for full details. 250-265-4155, www.kaltire.com

Kim’s Kustoms

Open regular hours, 8:30 am-5:30 pm
250-265-4012

Marvin’s Small Motor Repairs
Mon-Fri 9 am-6 pm; Sat 9 am-5 pm
Open regular hours 250-265-4911

Nakusp Computers

Open Mon-Fri, 10:30 am - 3:30 pm
250-265-0129; nakuspcomputers@gmail.com; facebook.com/nakuspcomputers

Nakusp Glass

Open
Drop in, call or email to make an appointment.
250-265-3252, nakglass@telus.net

Now open Mon-Sat, 9:30 - 5:30, closed Sunday
250-353-2594; cornkaslo@gmail.com; Facebook Cornucopiakaslo
Open Tues-Sat 9:30 am-5 pm
250-353-2436

JB’s Pub & Restaurant

Open Thurs-Sun, 3-9 pm. Hours will extend in the summer.
Takeout available 250-353-7716; 250-353-7717

Jones Boys Boats

We are open for business!
www.jonesboysboats.com
250.353.2550 info@jonesboysboats.com
https://www.facebook.com/Jonesboysboats

Kaslo Hotel

Open! Pub 11 am daily. Kitchen open 11 am-8:30 pm for dine-in and take-out.
Front desk 8 am-8 pm for check-in and reservations. Strict sanitizing protocols
in place. 250-353-7714; kaslohotel.com; Facebook.

Kaslo Husky

Open Mon-Fri, 6 am-8 pm; Sat & Sun 8 am-8 pm
Physical distancing measures in effect. 250-353-2205

Kaslo Community Pharmacy

Open Monday-Friday 9:30 am-5:30 pm
We look forward to serving you!
Welcome to shop by visiting during business hours or:
By phone: 250-353-2224, By fax: 250-353-2336, By email: kaslopharm@gmail.com
For prescription refills online visit: kaslopharmacy.myrefill.ca
403 Front Street, PO Box 550, Kaslo V0G 1M0
kaslopharm@gmail.com, phone 250-353-2224, fax 250-353-2336

Kaslo Mechanical

Open! Tuesday - Friday 9 am - 5 pm, Saturday 9 am - 1 pm
Closed long weekends.
6336 Hwy 31, Kaslo • 250-353-7409

Nakusp Taxi

Kul Nijjar, REALTOR(R) Fair Realty Ltd.

Royal LePage Selkirk Realty

Sunnyside Naturals

Shon’s Bike - Ski - Stay

Village of Kaslo

Pick-up and delivery of anything from licenced food, beverage and retail stores.
250-265-8222
Open Mon-Fri 9:30 am - 4:30 pm with COVID-19 safety precautions in place.
Our agents are more than happy to help!
250-265-3635; Nakusp@royallepage.ca
Mon-Sat, 9 am - 5:30 pm
Please drop off bike repairs to the rear entrance (in alley) of the shop. No
appointments are necessary for bike tune-ups. Our coffee shop and lounge
area is currently closed.
All 2019 bikes are on sale.
For all inquiries, call us as (250) 265-3332, email: info@shons.ca, website:
www.shons.ca, Facebook: Shon’s Bike - Ski - Stay.

Studio Connexion Art Gallery

Open by appointment or by chance Tues-Sat 11 am-4 pm
250-265-8888; 203 Fifth Ave NW, Nakusp

Save-On-Foods

Open 8 am - 7 pm daily; 7-8 am for seniors and people with health issues needing
more space to shop. Max customer limit in place. Please shop individually; leave
recycle bags at home; No bottle returns at this time.
250-265-3662. Store Manager: Duncan, Asst. Manager: Ryan

KASLO & AREA
ACE Building Centre-Kaslo

Open 7:30-5 Mon-Sat, Open Sundays and most stat holidays 10-2
250-353-7628, kaslo.building@telus.net, www.kaslobuilding.com

Angry Hen Brewing Company

Open for patio and inside seating with off-sales for beer to go, 7 days a week!
Phone to pre-order or to arrange a ‘beer-it-forward’ delivery for a friend. 250353-7446, lounge@angryhenbrewing.com, Facebook, Instagram.

Open
kul@kulnijjar.ca, 250-505-4722

Open Mon-Sat, 9 am-6 pm
Physical distancing measures in effect. Food takeout
Phone orders and delivery available. 250-353-9667
Open 10 am-3 pm, Mon-Fri. We’re also available by phone or email.
admin@kaslo.ca, 250-353-2311 x101, www.kaslo.ca, facebook.com/KasloBC/

Woodbury Resort

Boat rentals, Camping, Fishing! Angler Incentive Program Depot
Ph: 250-353-7717; Fax 250-353-2004 woodbury@netidea.com

SLOCAN VALLEY
NEW DENVER

Glacier View Service
Open 7 days, 8 am - 6 pm
250-358-2445

New Denver Coin Laundry

Open 9 am-7 pm, 7 days a week
Use your intelligence, engage in physical distancing and wash hands when you
come in and when you leave. Soap is good. The premises are being cleaned
twice a day.
Contact: Wendy @ 358-7792 or Rod – phone numbers on signs inside the building.

New Denver Community Pharmacy
Open Mon-Fri, 10 am-5:30 pm
We look forward to serving you!

Welcome to shop by visiting during business hours or:
By phone: 250-358-2500, By fax: 250-358-2524, By email: kaslopharm@gmail.
com (please use reference “NDCP”)
309 6th Avenue, New Denver V0G 1S0

New Market Foods

Open every day, 8 am-6 pm
You are welcome to come and shop. Keep your distance as much as you can
with others. We have hand sanitizer at the door as well as at the tills.
If you are self isolating or not wanting to come to the store, we can do your
shopping for you and have it delivered to you or you can pick it up.
You can call the store at 250-358-2270 or email shop@newmarketfoods.ca to
place your orders.

Raven’s Nest

Now Open 5 Days a Week: Tuesday thru Saturday, 11 am – 4 pm. Closed
Sunday and Monday. We’ve got awesome clothes, warm blankets, great
books, and more – hope to see you soon!

Valley Voice

Open 1-833-501-1700; valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca; www.valleyvoice.ca

SLOCAN
Village of Slocan – Fitness Centre, Library, Campground,
Playgrounds
Village Office open by appointment. Other facilities temporarily closed.
Campground open June 15 to BC residents, self-contained units only.
250-355-2277, info@villageofslocan.ca, www.slocancity.com

Slocan Village Market

Open. Limiting number of customers in the store. Providing gloves and masks
to shoppers.
We are accepting orders by phone for pick-up for those who prefer not to
enter the store. We are also offering delivery services on a weekly basis.
250-355-2211, svmkt@telus.net

WINLAW

Emery Herbals Botanical Dispensary, Healing Suites and
Teaching Centre

The Botanical Dispensary Open Thurs and Fri, 12-4. Limit of one client in the
shop at a time.
Order requests can be sent to orders@emeryherbals.com or by phoning 250226-7744 for pick-up using our safe pick-up guidelines. We offer a $10 local
ship rate and all local orders over $75 are shipped free. We ship once weekly.
Our online shop is https://emeryherbals.com/online-apothecary/
• Colleen Emery, RHT (CHAofBC) is conducting all client consultation online
or via the phone. Priority is for acute cases, new clients are welcome.
• All classes have moved online at this time.

Gaia Tree Whole Foods

New hours: Mon-Sat, 10 am-6 pm • 10 am - 4 pm Sun
Email to order for pick-up
gaiatreewholefoods@gmail.com 250-226-7255

Kootenay Country Craft Distillery

Open for online/telephone sales. Tasting room closed.
Hand sanitizer available.
lora@kootenaycountry.ca
250-355-2702

Mama Sita’s

Open for dine-in, take-out and delivery. Outdoor seating. 9 am-7 pm.
Phone or come in. 250-226-7070.

SLOCAN PARK
StillPoint Pottery

250 226-6876, 3019 Slocan Valley East Road, Slocan Park
You are welcome to visit us Tues-Sat, 10 am-4 pm in a safe, hygienic environment.
For updates check Facebook, Instagram or our web page stillpointpottery.ca

Your business could be listed here
for only $10 + GST

It pays to advertise in the Valley Voice
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The Hungry Barber

Wednesday – Saturday
10 am – 6 pm
313 Hwy 23, Nakusp
250-265-7258

NAKUSP & THE ARROW LAKES
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Nakusp council, October 13: Milk wagon display plans presented
by Jan McMurray
• The Centennial Building
Committee brought council up to date
on plans for the historic milk wagon.
The plan is now to restore the wagon,
house it in an attractive structure at the
community park near the Rail Society’s
display, and make it the focal part of
a new display highlighting local dairy
history.
With $15,000 in funding from

Heritage BC and CBT, the Arrow Lakes
Historical Society hired Bob Inwood,
who has a wealth of experience in
heritage and downtown revitalization
projects in the region. Inwood showed
council his conceptual designs for the
project.
The preferred design is for a structure
similar to the Brouse Railway Station, a
recent addition to the Rail Society’s
display.

Inwood said that with the beach,
waterfront walkway, rail display and
milk wagon display in the same area,
it creates “a bit of an economic spinoff
when you put these things out in your
community in a professional way.”
A rough estimate of the cost of
the milk wagon project, including
interpretive signage, would be $20,000.
Paula Rogers, library board chair,
acknowledged council’s wish for the
completion of the Official Community
Plan before relocating the wagon.
She explained that the Centennial
Building Committee would like to
relocate the wagon to make way for an
open air gazebo in front of the Centennial
building. The gazebo would be a public
gathering space and a venue for events,
attracting people to the library, museum
and archives in the building.
Rogers said the gazebo project is
possible because of a large bequest to
the library from Betty Walton.
• The Village will submit two
applications for funding under the
provincial Community Economic
Recovery Infrastructure Program: one for
a biomass plant at the arena ($525,000),
and the other for the second phase of the
breakwater project ($300,000).
• Plans for a project to build a
wheelchair ramp with handrail at the
entrance into Save On Foods were
approved by council. The project will
improve safety and accessibility at the
entranceway to the store. The estimated
cost of $15,950 could come from the
Village’s general surplus, but council
agreed that it was worth asking Save On
for a contribution.
• Council agreed to allow more than
one cannabis retail shop in the village.
A public hearing was held on this, and
there were no submissions from the
public. The zoning bylaw was amended
to reflect the change.
• Council agreed to provide a letter
of support to the Nakusp and Area
Community Trail Society for a project to
replace the Dinner Creek bridge on Peter
Roulston Trail. The society is applying
for a CBT Trail Enhancement Grant for
the project.
• An interim report on the Village’s
water supply from 9dot Engineering and
Aqua Diversities says they have initiated
preliminary engineering design work for
the installation of a third well and water

MEET SHANIA! Beautiful, charming and
loving, our petite Shania is a tabby kitten who
loves to play and cuddle. She plays hide and
seek with the other cats in her foster home
and is good with small dogs.
Call PALS today at 250-265-3792 to find out
how you can help give Shania a warm and
loving home.

WEEKLY SPONSOR:

Nakusp
(250) 265-3635 www.selkirkrealty.com

reservoir.
• A letter from the Arrowtarian
Senior Citizens Society asks the Village
to absorb part of the cost of installing
a fire hydrant near the society’s new
nine-unit low cost housing development.
The society also asks for designated
parking on the south side of 8th Avenue
for residents living along 8th. Council
agreed to the designated parking, but
did not agree to waiving the costs of
installing the fire hydrant.
• NACFOR will apply for a
$149,665.50 FireSmart grant to expand
the Nakusp and Area K FireSmart
program and to complete three additional
fuel treatment projects. Last year’s
FireSmart funding is paying for four
fuel treatment projects, expected to be
completed by March 31, 2021.
• The Village will participate in the
RDCK Woodstove Exchange Program
again this year, providing $100 rebates
for up to 10 woodstoves. Residents
who exchange their old, inefficient
woodstoves for new ones can access
$350-$500 worth of rebates through the
program.
• Laurie Carr of the Central
Kootenay Invasive Species Society
made a presentation. “The take-home
message is that it’s much less costly to
prevent invasive species than to have to
eradicate them once they take hold,” she
said. “We’re trying to impress this upon
land managers.”

Remains of missing man
discovered along Arrow Lakes

by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
The body of a Nakusp man who
went missing in August 2019 has been
found.
RCMP say the remains of
Christopher Sanford were found along
the west shore of the Upper Arrow Lakes
near Needles on Saturday, October 10.
Police say a couple walking along
the shoreline near the Needles North
Road made the discovery and contacted
police. Nakusp RCMP and the BC
Coroners Service attended to examine
the scene and recover the remains.
Investigators have since positively
identified the remains as 35-year-old
Christopher Sanford, who was reported
as a missing person to the Nakusp RCMP
on August 5, 2019. Sanford’s GMC
S-15 pickup truck had been located
abandoned, in nearby Fauquier, shortly
after his disappearance.
An extensive search of the area
surrounding the abandoned pickup truck
was conducted. The ground search was
supported by local Search and Rescue
personnel and an RCMP canine team.
Boats were utilized to search nearby
waterways and an RCMP aircraft was
brought in to scour the area from the skies
above, but no sign of the man was found.
“Sanford’s family has since been
notified of the latest developments in
this investigation,” said S/Sgt. Scott
Aschenbrenner, Unit Commander of
the Southeast District Major Crime
Unit. “At this time the focus of the
RCMP investigation will be to determine
whether or not criminality was involved
in Mr. Sanford’s death.”
The BC Coroners Service is
conducting an independent and
concurrent parallel fact-finding
investigation.

COMMUNITY

October 22, 2020 The Valley Voice

Nakusp Elementary School annual TRY-athlon
Holly Hughes, and Katelyn Hughes.
Second place, only seven seconds
ahead of the third place team, went
to London, Hunter and Kate. In first
place, faster than any other team in

the school, were Kate Watt, Vanessa
Sing, Rowan Vibe-Coleman and Gabe
Offerman with a stunning time of 10
minutes 31 seconds.
Congratulations to all the teams!

PHOTO CREDIT: PAITYN SMITH AND SOPHIA BALLARD

submitted by Katelyn Hughes
On Tuesday, September 29, NES
held its annual TRY-athlon.
In this friendly competition, each
team is made up of three members:
one person bikes through the forest,
one jogs around the trailer park, and
one runs an obstacle course.
Because of the COVID-19
pandemic, not many people could
help set up the trails and courses, so
the grade 7 class took on a lot of the
responsibility. They helped set up, and
after their teams crossed the finish line,
they rushed to look after the younger
students.
Grades 4-7 students participated in
this event, and everyone was fantastic.
In the grades 4-5 cohort, the third place
winners were Jayme, Paityn and Elliot.
Second place went to Jasper Isla and
Kaia. First place rightfully went to
Nate, Jonah, Hudson and Brianna with
a time of only 10 minutes 54 seconds.
What an amazing run!
In the grades 6-7 cohort, third
place was won by Sophia Ballard,

The Nakusp Elementary School TRY-athlon was held September 29.

Local food movement gains strength with online marketplace
by Jan McMurray
An online marketplace for local
farmers, food producers and specialty
food stores in the West Kootenay has
been launched at www.ballasters.com.
“Ballasters is a one-stop shop that
supports everyone,” says Geoff Austin,
co-founder of Ballasters. “It gives people
easy access to fresh and sustainable
food, keeping grocery money in the
community and good food on their
tables.”
There are 70 vendors and 185
products so far on the site. Hundreds of
people have visited the site, and people
are buying, Austin says.
It’s free to sign up as a vendor.
The three people behind Ballasters
have funded the entire project and will
continue to do so until the end of the
year. In the new year, Austin says they
will charge a 5% commission based on
sales to ensure that the business “stands
on its own two feet.”
Austin is also co-owner of the
Fisherman’s Market, where the idea
started. “It’s hard for farmers and fishers
to compete with the big companies, so
we were trying to find a way to market
directly to customers,” Austin said.
“There are hundreds of specialty food
producers and vendors in the West
Kootenay, so we’ve ended up creating
a multi-vendor platform where local
small businesses can access big business
tools.”
The Ballasters platform provides
vendors with links to their social media
sites, product control, e-commerce –
“everything a vendor needs to run a good
business. We will bring the customers
to them. All they have to do is run their
business,” Austin says.
Over the past year, the three cofounders of the project have been
working with vendors to make sure
the platform has all the tools they need.
“We have programmers who have
been working steady for the last year.
We’ve had to learn about every business
because every business has different
requirements. The platform has the
flexibility to customize exactly what they
need for their business.”

Customers pay with their credit
cards, and each vendor sets up their own
shipping options.
Austin says the pandemic “spurred
the project into overdrive” with online
shopping becoming more and more
popular.
“We started promoting it through
Facebook and the response from people
in the area has been so positive!” he said.
“It’s a 100% positive rating from people.
They are saying that this is exactly what
we need. We’re hoping we’re really on

to something here.”
The site explains where the name
‘Ballasters’ comes from: “The ballaster’s
job in days of old was to add or subtract
weight called ballast in the bottoms of
ships to improve their stability. Today,
the online food platform, Ballasters
facilitates people purchasing directly
from food producers bringing balance
back to the local food system.”
To register, visit the website
ballasters.com or contact Natalie for help
getting set up at natalie@ballasters.com.

Considering Development?
Residential, Commercial, Industrial?
In the Village of Nakusp?
Contact Investment Ready Nakusp Today.

James, 250-870-6261, James@InvestmentReadyNakusp.ca, www.InvestmentReadyNakusp.ca

11

COMMUNITY

12

The Valley Voice October 22, 2020

Kootenay Lake Angler Incentive Program win at Woodbury Resort

submitted
Jan Thomas is the winner
of the Kootenay Lake
Angler Incentive Program’s
September draw for a $1,000
gift certificate.
The program encourages
anglers to harvest rainbow
and bull trout in the main
body of Kootenay Lake and
then turn in the heads to local
depots. When anglers turn in
the heads, they can enter to
win the monthly draw, and to
win the grand prize of an 18’
Kingfisher boat with a 115 hp
Yamaha engine.
Thomas entered the draw
at Woodbury Resort, one of

four depots on the lake.
“We bought a home on
the lake four years ago and
I heard that the fishing was
amazing,” she says. “Our
fishing has been successful,
but I have noticed that the big
fish that I heard about are not
there. I am hopeful that the
Angler Incentive Program
will bring the big fish back
and I’m grateful that these
types of conservation efforts
are in place for future
generations.”
The goal of the program
is to increase rainbow and
bull trout retention from 50%
of the fish caught to 90%.

The trout are suppressing
the survival of the kokanee,
the primary food source of
these predators. Encouraging
anglers to catch and retain
Kootenay Lake trout will
give the juvenile kokanee a
chance to grow.
As the lake begins to
cool in the fall, rainbow
trout begin to move towards
the surface once again
and become very active.
Experienced anglers know
this is the beginning of great
fishing at or near the surface
waters and it carries on well
into the winter months.
“The chance of catching a

large trout or char especially
in the winter months has
always made Kootenay Lake
famous throughout North
America,” said BCWF Past
President Harvey Andrusak,
a professional fisheries
biologist and West Arm
Outdoors Club member who
is assisting with data analysis
and collaboration with local
ministry fisheries biologists.
T h e B C Wi l d l i f e
Federation and its local
member club, the West Arm
Outdoors Club, are thrilled
with the angling public’s
response to the program.
During July and August,

over 5,500 rainbow and bull
trout heads were turned in.
The program launched in
June 2020 and the grand
prize draw will happen in
June 2021.
The Kootenay Lake
Angler Incentive Program
was made possible by
a grant from the Habitat
Conservation Trust
Foundation (HCTF) to the

BC Wildlife Federation, and
many supporting partners:
Freshwater Fisheries
Society of BC, Jones Boys
Boats, Ultradeck flooring,
Kingfisher boats, EZ loader
trailers, Yamaha Motors,
Scotty Fishing Products,
and the Ministry of Forests,
Lands, Natural Resources
Operations and Rural
Development.

Jan Thomas receives September’s $1,000 Kootenay Lake Angler Incentive
Program prize at Woodbury Resort. L to R: Terry Jones, Woodbury Resort owner;
Jan Thomas, September winner; Tim Rutherglen, West Arm Outdoors Club.
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Take an adventurous paddle down the Yukon’s Snake River!
submitted
T h e L a n g h a m ’s p o p u l a r
Adventure Travel Series returns with

Adventures on Yukon’s Snake River.
Join intrepid Kaslovian Rob
McClure for this engaging multi-

Take an adventurous paddle down the Yukon’s Snake River!

media presentation featuring
stunning slides and intriguing stories
about his month-long canoeing and
hiking trip along the Snake River in
the Mackenzie Mountains, a very
remote part of northeastern Yukon.

Grizzly bears, alpine flowers and
amazing views are featured.
Two show dates and times:
Saturday October 24 at 7 pm and
Sunday October 25 at 3 pm. Advanced
tickets $5-$15 at Sunnyside Naturals

13

or Willow Home Gallery in Kaslo –
22 seats/show.
COVID protocols will be in
place. Approximately one-hour
show. No intermission/concession.
www.thelangham.ca
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New program helps Kootenay businesses enter and expand into the digital economy
submitted
Small- and medium-sized businesses
in the Kootenays do not need to navigate
the digital world alone, thanks to a new
program that launched today by the
Kootenay Association for Science and
Technology (KAST).
In response to the economic impact
of the COVID-19 pandemic, KAST,
in partnership with Innovate BC and
Western Economic Diversification, is
pleased to introduce the new Digital
Economy: Rapid Response + Resiliency
(DER3) program. This service is
designed to help small- to mediumsized businesses, in any sector, adapt to
these new circumstances and enter or
expand into the digital economy. Best of
all—there’s no cost or obligation.
DER3 will help Kootenay businesses
shift their business approach to be more
profitable, expand into new markets
or opportunities and respond to new
challenges associated with COVID-19.
DER3 will provide personalized advisory
services, coaching and when required,
also match businesses with Kootenay
tech consultants and digital service
providers who can deliver contracted
solutions.
“We recognize that these are
challenging times for many businesses
in our region. Adapting to the changing
economy by encouraging the adoption
of digital tools and platforms is a
clear opportunity for our businesses
to recover, but many businesses either
don’t know where to start or need help
finding the right solution,” says Kailyn

Skuban, KAST’s Director of Operations
and Programs. “DER3 is really about
connecting with clients, meeting them
where they’re at on their digital journey,
and working collaboratively with our
experienced advisory team to find the
best path forward for their business.”
KAST’s DER3 advisory team will
assess the digital needs of businesses;
recommend technology tools and
solutions that will save businesses time,
money and energy; create a technology
action plan so businesses can implement
new technologies; connect businesses
with local digital service providers to
deliver contracted solutions; provide
guidance, tools and best practices for
digital transformation.
In accordance with its mission to
create local jobs and stimulate the local
economy, KAST recently hired four
new contractors to help deliver DER3
to the Kootenay region. The program
will also result in an increase of work
for Kootenay digital service providers,
consultants and subject matter experts.
“KAST has always supported the
region’s tech entrepreneurs, startups
and businesses and now we’re thrilled to
support our region’s non-tech businesses
through the DER3 program,” says
KAST’s new executive director, Sean
Smillie. “DER3 is one of many programs
offered at KAST. Our Kootenay Pitch
Competition, Venture Acceleration
Program, Tech Resiliency Program,
GLOWS youth program and the Nelson
Innovation Centre all serve to support our
communities, drive economic growth,

create jobs and foster resiliency in the
Kootenays.” To register for this no cost,
no obligation program, visit www.kast.
com/der3 or email der3@kast.com.

This program also needs digital
service providers and subject matter
experts in the Kootenays. If you provide
online services to help others enter or

expand in the digital economy or have
experience or expertise in relevant areas,
KAST is also looking for you to apply to
be part of the program.

KAST’s DER3 advisory team will assess the digital needs of businesses; recommend technology tools and solutions that will save businesses time, money and energy.

‘Shop Slocan’ program launched by Slocan Valley Economic Development Partnership
submitted
October is Small Business Month
and there’s no time like the present to
show our valley businesses some love.
The year 2020 has shown us the
vulnerability of supply chains and how
not to take toilet paper or mason jars
for granted. We’ve seen transglobal
billionaire entrepreneurs like Jeff Bezos
of Amazon profit beyond imagination
while local small businesses struggle to
stay open.

We’re pretty resilient and
community-minded here in the Slocan
Valley. Now’s the time though to
remind ourselves how fortunate we are
(apologies to those feeling less fortunate)
and to support those businesses that help
make our communities eminently more
liveable. The Slocan Valley Economic
Development Partnership is launching
a program called ‘Shop Slocan.’ It’s just
a little reminder to all of us to go that
extra mile to support local businesses.

That’s all. Even if you aren’t looking to
buy anything, maybe drop by and say hi
and show them some love… safely. Look
for our little ‘Shop Slocan’ messages
here and there.
The Slocan Valley Economic
Development Partnership of Slocan,
Silverton, New Denver and RDCK Area
H exists to further community economic
development and is simply here to
help. Ron LeBlanc is the Slocan Valley
Economic Development Coordinator.
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The impact of rural living on the labour force
submitted
How does rural living impact the
labour force? The Columbia Basin Rural
Development Institute (RDI) recently
completed community profiles for each
of the electoral areas in the Columbia
Basin-Boundary region, including data
related to the labour force.
This research shows that most rural
areas in the Columbia Basin-Boundary
region have a higher percentage of selfemployed workers than the provincial

average of 14%. The same is true for
the percentage of people working
from home. Most electoral areas in the
Columbia Basin-Boundary region are
above the provincial average of 8.5%.
Kootenay Boundary Electoral Area E is
the highest with 35.5% of the employed
population working from home. Central
Kootenay H (Slocan Valley) is second
highest at 32%, D (North Kootenay
Lake) is seventh at 26% and K (Arrow
Lakes Valley) is tenth at 22%.

The labour force is also affected
by population demographics. Labour
shortages are an issue across Canada,
in large part due to the baby boomer
generation beginning to age out of
the workforce. This is true for all of
the electoral areas in this region as
well. Each community profile contains
a labour force replacement rate, an
estimate of the number of people who
will be entering versus leaving the
workforce in the next 15 years.

submitted
The Slocan Valley Chamber of
Commerce is currently involved in
a video venture encouraging people
to move to and start a business in the
Slocan Valley. The venture’s motto
is ‘Opportunity Awaits You’ with the
slogan ‘Moved to Make Money – Moved
Here for the Lifestyle.’ The Chamber
recognizes that if this region is to thrive,
new residents and new businesses are

needed. Many business opportunities are
available within the valley, either through
new ventures or through acquisition of
existing businesses.
Over the course of the four seasons,
approximately 12 business owners will
be interviewed about what they love
about life in the valley, and also what
businesses they feel would be a welcome
addition. These cameos will then be
included within an introductory video

and presented on the Chamber’s website:
www.slocanvalleychamber.com.
The Chamber is very excited about
this project – an opportunity to promote
the villages and communities within the
area, to encourage new businesses, and
to share why we think Slocan Valley is a
wonderful place to live, to raise a family
and to operate a business.
This project is being funded by a
provincial Rural Dividend grant.

submitted
Together, Kootenay Savings,
Heritage, Nelson & District, Columbia
Valley, East Kootenay Community,
and Grand Forks Credit Unions have
teamed up to fund an exciting online
gift certificate marketplace designed
to support our local small business
community.
The ‘Support Local BC’ program
was originally launched as a response
to the changing business environment
of COVID-19 and allows participating
businesses to sell gift certificates online,

at no cost to them. The website, www.
supportlocalbc.com, allows the public
to purchase gift cards for themselves or
as gifts for others – with 100% of the
proceeds going directly to the businesses.
There are no fees for business owners at
any point. Since its launch in April, more
than $400,000 in gift cards have been
purchased, and communities of all sizes
are seeing the benefit.
Now, more than ever, supporting local
is an investment in our communities and
ensures everyone can thrive and prosper.
Thanks to this collaborative credit union

sponsorship, all independently owned
local businesses, across the Kootenay,
Boundary, and Columbia Valley regions
can now participate in this program for
free.
Businesses wishing to participate
in the program can visit www.
supportlocalbc.com/pages/submit-yourbusiness to get started.
Gift certificates are available in
$10, $25, $50 and $100 denominations.
Anyone wishing to make a purchase
can do so anytime by visiting - https://
supportlocalbc.com/

Slocan Valley Chamber works on
video project to attract new residents, businesses

Local credit unions bring Small
Business Gift Certificate Program to the region

Data from each community varies
slightly, but all electoral areas in the
Columbia Basin-Boundary region
have a labour force replacement rate
of less than 1%, indicating that the size
of the current labour force is unlikely
to be maintained solely with local
replacement workers.
Rural areas experience unique
challenges and opportunities—the
labour force is just one element. The
RDI’s series of Community Profiles
is intended to share area-specific data
with local governments and other
organizations to help build a better
understanding of local conditions and

15
trends to assist in making evidencebased planning and management
decisions. These reports may also be
useful for supporting communications
with current residents, prospective
residents, and for business and workforce
attraction. The community profiles
contain a wide variety of data related to
demographics, infrastructure, housing,
income, education, civic engagement,
businesses, local government and
environment.
Community profiles are part of the
State of the Basin initiative. To find out
more visit: cbrdi.ca/Research/State-ofthe-Basin.

Pat & Peggy

Maisie & Abbey

Mountain
Valley Station
Gas/Diesel/Propane/Store/ATM
355-2245 • Slocan, BC

Kathy

Yarns • Quilting Fabric • Notions
304 6th Ave. • New Denver
Open Wed-Sat 10:30 - 3:30 • 250-551-6509

522 Lake Avenue • Silverton

250-358-2360
mail@siltrans.ca

344 Front St.
Kaslo

The KBS Crew

KASLO BUILDING
SUPPLIES

Mathew, Joel & Vince DeVito

6521 Hwy 31. Kaslo
Phone: 250-353-7628
Fax: 250-353-7740
www.kaslobuilding.com

Dan & Jan

We thank all our
small businesses for
making New Denver
the vibrant community
that it is!
-The Council of
New Denver

518 - 6th Avenue • New Denver • 250-358-2270
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North Kootenay Lake to build a thriving economy in the face of the pandemic
submitted
Resilient. Self-Reliant. Thriving.
These are some of the keywords that were
highlighted time and again as the Kaslo
and Area D Economic Development
Commission rolled up their sleeves and
dug into the fabric of what makes North
Kootenay Lake the fantastic place so
many remarkable people call home.
In September 2019, the commission
launched a Rural Revitalization Program
to build an economic development
strategy for North Kootenay Lake.
As the commission began engaging
with community and business leaders,
the world was hit with the pandemic
and the momentum shifted to recovery
and support tactics. This didn’t slow the
commission down; instead, they oversaw

Small business is the
backbone of our local
economy. Thank you to
all our small business
people for your hard
work and communitymindedness

the hiring of local staff and a grant to the
Kaslo and Area Chamber of Commerce
to build community capacity and respond
to immediate business needs. This
included direct support for businesses
to help them get online through a virtual
downtown, access to information and
connecting them with regional supports
like the Basin Business Advisors and
Community Futures.
The strategic planning project
continued to hit all the planned milestones

along with additional priorities, including
sector roundtables and recovery
plans. In doing so, the commission
forged excellent relationships with the
businesses and non-profits that make
our communities the best places to live.
Recently, an economic visioning session
was facilitated to engage a broad range of
community leaders in the development
of a high-level vision for the local
economy, bringing to the forefront the
goals, aspirations and values at the heart

of North Kootenay Lake. The next step is
to crystalize a strategy to bring a resilient,
self-reliant and thriving vision to life for
years to come.
Through all of this, one thing
has become clear: what makes North
Kootenay Lake special is the people.
During this year’s Small Business Week,
we take our hats off to the entrepreneurs
and business leaders that have made
North Kootenay Lake a wonderful place
to live, work and play. Their hard work

and dedication to serving our community
through unprecedented challenges have
been critical to the health and well-being
of residents and the community as a
whole. Let’s show our local businesses
how much they mean to us, by shopping
local this week, next week, and every
week after. That is how we can work
together to build a resilient, self-reliant
and thriving local economy. Happy Small
Business Week, from the Kaslo and Area
D Economic Development Commission.

by Jan McMurray
The Nakusp and Area Development
Board (NADB) has hired local residents
Mike Riediger and Melissa Johnson to
produce a destination management plan
for Nakusp. The plan will be completed
by spring 2021.
“Recognizing that tourism is one of
the major economic drivers of the area,
the NADB decided to apply for CBT
Community Initiatives funding this year
to create a position to help with tourism
planning,” said Riediger.
Riediger says the first step will
be to engage with the committee
that is overseeing the project. The
committee will have representation
from the NADB, Nakusp and District
Chamber of Commerce and the Village
of Nakusp.
“We want to get everyone talking
and get everyone on the same page for
marketing destination development,”
Riediger said.
He added that the project includes
some social media marketing and
one-on-one learning opportunities for
businesses.
Riediger says he will be meeting
with the executive director of the Arrow

Slocan Tourism Association (ASTA)
soon to discuss collaboration. “ASTA
and our project have the same goals,
so we’ll discuss how we can bring
our resources together,” Riediger said.
“Being on the ground here, we may be

able to deliver some things that ASTA
doesn’t have the capacity for right now.”
The NADB applied for $30,000
from the CBT Community Initiatives
Program, and received $15,000.
Riediger says they can manage with

this budget. “With COVID, we won’t
be spending as much on travel and
networking as we originally planned,”
he said. “Some of the peripheral
deliverables won’t happen, but the
important ones will get done.”

submitted
Over the past 14 months, Wendy
Booth, principal consultant with
Granite River Consulting, has been
working with the residents of the
Lardeau Valley on a community
engagement process with the goal of
strengthening the long-term viability
of the region.
The project has included
identifying challenges, opportunities,
assets, tactics, potential community
projects, as well as short- and longterm strategic direction.
As result of community
consultation and engagement thus
far, over 70 different ideas have been
generated, ranging from community
hall improvements, small business
supports, showcasing the assets
of the region to improved forest

management. Some ideas are simple,
while others are complex. At this
stage, feedback on the ideas is
welcome. Are they realistic and
achievable? An online survey is
open until November 5: https://
w w w. s u r v e y m o n k e y. c o m / r /
LardeauValleyfeedback.
The Lardeau Valley, situated on
the north end of Kootenay Lake,
is comprised of a number of small
communities, including Lardeau,
Argenta, Cooper Creek, Howser,
Meadow Creek, Johnson’s Landing,
Duncan Dam Estates and Hamill
Creek. In 1966, Duncan Dam was
built as part of the Columbia River
Treaty, destroying homes, businesses
and valuable ecological land. The
forestry sector has seen a drastic
decline in recent years. The area

experiences hydro outages due to
its remoteness, and cell coverage
is limited. These factors have
contributed to a loss in population
and a mean income for the area that
is $10,000 less than the provincial
average. However, the residents of
the region are resilient.
Columbia Basin Trust is
supporting this project in response
to a request from the region for
assistance with undertaking this
process. The outcomes of the project
belong to the community and will
serve as a road map for the region.
There has already been action on
some ideas. Hydro stability continues
to be a challenge and has surfaced as
a foundational piece to the future of
the area. The result is the ongoing
work of the Lardeau Valley hydro
stability feasibility.
Granite River Consulting will
submit the final report on the project
in early 2021.
Wendy Booth is a former elected
official in the Regional District of
East Kootenay (RDEK). She has
extensive experience in community
development, board governance and
strategic planning. She has a keen
passion for community development
and working with communities
throughout the region. She has the
ability to listen intently, understanding
that a problem well defined is
easier to solve. Her knowledge of
working with different sized and
geographically located communities
enables her to be creative and realistic
in providing direction.

Nakusp tourism plan to be completed by spring

Feedback wanted on Lardeau Valley community development ideas

Derek and Candice Dewar

6336 Hwy 31, Kaslo
353-7409

Gary

Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work,
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal
WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS

359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539

3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

Cornucopia would like to
thank all our customers
for your cooperation
during these difficult
times.
Thank you!
Fridays – Seniors Day
save 10%
Leona, Russ & staff
422 Front St Kaslo • BC
250-353-2594

401-6th Avenue, New Denver
Phone: (250) 358-2617
Fax: (250) 358-2524

Email: newdenver@rhcinsurance.com

Victor & Wausa

Janis and Shon

409 Broadway St. Nakusp, BC
250-265-3332

Thank you for
shopping local!

359-2298

New Denver • 358-7702

Nikta
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Optimize your operations with a business strategy that includes technology
submitted
The Basin Business Advisor
Program (BBA) is now offering business
advisement services around adopting
technology such as ecommerce, digital
marketing and implementing technology
for your business processes.
“It is easy to get overwhelmed
by all the possibilities and not know
where to start,” says Alison Bjorkman,
Basin Business Advisor Program
Manager. “Together, we can assess
your best course of action and guide
you as you implement it. We help you
create a clear technology strategy that
supports your business, not only to
weather the storms, but also to remain
competitive and positioned to capitalize
on opportunities.”
Consumer behaviour changes,
supply chain stresses, the ongoing
effects of the pandemic all point to
online activity being a key component
of remaining viable. Being visible and
effective online is one aspect to futureproofing your business. Future-proofing
your business is about anticipating the
future and developing methods and
strategies to minimize the effects of
stress, like a pandemic.
When considering future-proofing,
the Basin Business Advisors look at the
whole picture of your business – what
resources you have, what industry you
are in, where you’ve been and where
you want to go.
“When we suggest online activity,
we could be talking about improving the
visibility of your business, using digital
marketing effectively to drive sales,
having a means of making sales online
that are local or more widespread. There
is not one solution for all, and we will
speak directly to your situation,” added

Bjorkman.
As the pandemic continues,
business must adapt to a new reality
of the business landscape. BBA offers
you strategies to help you transform and
prepare your business, so you don’t have
to go it alone.
During the pandemic, the advisors
supported hundreds of businesses
navigate government supports, consider
loan options, pivot to new markets and

new methods of selling, support their
work force and meet the needs of their
customers. Advisors continue to offer
this support and other workshops.
On Tuesday, November 3, BBA is
hosting a virtual succession planning
workshop, designed to guide you
through the process of planning to sell
or move on from your business.
On an ongoing and on-demand
basis, BBA is delivering technology

assessment, technology advisement,
business advisement and agriculture
business advisement services.
The Basin Business Advisors
Program offers no cost business
advisement services in the Columbia
Basin. Local advisors have supported
over 2,000 businesses to assess
resources, cash flow, human resource
issues, growth plans, marketing
plans, and so much more. The local

advisors are also connected to several
organizations offering support to the
business community. Learn more and
hear how the BBA Program has helped
businesses at www.bbaprogram.ca.
Funded by Columbia Basin Trust,
the BBA program is administered
and managed by Community Futures
Central Kootenay. Delivery of the
program is done in partnership with other
Community Futures offices in the Basin.

submitted
The ‘Building Resilience to
Thrive’ program, powered by the
BC Chamber of Commerce network
and UVic’s Gustavson School of
Business, has launched to businesses
across the province. Offered as a
COVID-19 recovery certificate, the
six-week program, delivered by
award-winning professors Dr. Mark
Colgate and Professor Brian Leacock,
will be presented in three cohorts
between November 2020 and March
2021. The program will offer relief
to businesses, helping to mitigate the
negative impacts of the COVID-19
pandemic by teaching them how to
adapt their business models, re-engage
customers, and adjust workplace
cultures.
“We’re eager and excited to get
this program off the ground at a
pivotal stage in this pandemic,” says
Dan Baxter, BC Chamber Director
of Policy Development, Government
& Stakeholder Relations. “Building
Resilience to Thrive will equip SMEs
with the tools needed to strive, build,
and create in their COVID-19 recovery
effort, and support them as they
remodel now for a competitive future.”

The Building Resilience to Thrive
program, supported by Western
Economic Diversification Canada, will
focus on the three key themes of Strive,
Build, and Create. The curriculum
will help SMEs be the best they can
be, build a strong team, and create
value with their customers. Weekly
seminars will be supplemented by
facilitated Resiliency Roundtables to
bring local SMEs together in smaller
groups online and offline to anchor and
support the curriculum.
“We are excited to share the
leadership knowledge and tools as
well as build the emotional resilience
to overcome the current unprecedented
economic and socio-demographic
challenges,” says Dr. Mark Colgate,
Professor of Service Excellence at
UVic’s Gustavson School of Business
The six-week program will be
offered to individuals at a minimal
registration fee of $35 per participant
for Chamber members and $70 per
participant for non-members, to ensure
cost isn’t a barrier during the pandemic.
To continue to support the advancement
and growth of SMEs in the province,
registration revenue specific to each
region will be attributed back to

the regional Chamber for serving
SMEs in BC.
The program was born out of a
recent survey conducted by the BC
Chamber of Commerce and C19
Task Force. The Chamber Checkin Survey identified that 59% of
Chambers in the network ranked
a grant-related function or service
focused on COVID-19 recovery
as the best help their organization
could receive to stay viable through

2020. Pulling from this insight,
the BC Chamber of Commerce, in
consultation with the C19 Task Force,
submitted a $500,000 proposal to
Western Economic Diversification
Canada. After a successful submission,
the Building Resilience to Thrive
program was established.
To learn more about the Building
Resilience to Thrive program visit
bcchamber.org/events/buildingresilience-to-thrive.

BC Chamber Network launches ‘Building Resilience to Thrive’ Program

5 am - 9 pm
weekdays
6 am - 9 pm
Sat. & Sun.

250-353-2205
Downtown
Kaslo

Wren, Jason & Robin

William
Hunter
Cabins

303 Lake Ave. Silverton, BC

e-mail : info@williamhuntercabins.ca

phone : 250.358.2647

The Biggest
Little Store
in the West
Kootenay
ALL
ORGANIC
PRODUCE

(lots of local ...
in season)

ORGANIC BULK FOOD AND SPICES
Organic/Natural Groceries • Dairy,
Cheeses and Alternatives • Personal
Care and Vitamins
9-6 Mon-Sat • Sunday 10-4
Downtown Winlaw 226-7255

Kelly Roberts, Owner/Broker

botanical dispensary, healing
suites & teaching centre

Marvin
Ph: 250-265-3635
email: nakusp@royallepage.ca
www.selkirkrealty.com

Celebrating 14 years as your local
community whole foods store!

Thanks to all of our loyal
customers!
Todd and Val
416 Broadway Nakusp
265-3644

Kaslo, BC • 250-353-2257
Celebrating 11 years
in business!

Colleen

Since 1986

figmentscanada.com
408 Front St, Kaslo • 250-353-2566

cedar creek gardens hwy 6
250.226.7744
emeryherbals.com

Hana, Pauli, Peter, Slava
and Dascha

402 Front Street
Kaslo
250-353-9667

Tom

441 Front Street • Kaslo
250-353-2054
tcmbs@telus.net
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Slocan council, October 13: CAO to look into feasibility of reopening Fitness Centre
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
• A request to reopen the Fitness
Centre for use by Slocan firefighters
prompted the only extended discussion
of the evening. Firefighters said they
need to be in top form to do their work,
and the closure of the gym due to the
pandemic has made that harder. They
asked that they be granted access to the
facility, promising to adhere to strict

Nakusp Youth
Society Annual
General Meeting
Monday, November 9
6 PM
Nakusp Youth Centre
(#6-611 Broadway St,
Nakusp)

We are welcoming nominations
for board positions and
looking for new, enthusiastic
community members who
have an interest in youth
opportunities to join our board.

COVID-19 protocols.
While sympathetic to the
suggestion, councillors felt the idea
of letting a handful of the centre’s 900
members use the facility didn’t seem
right.
“It feels odd to open only to one
group of people,” said Councillor
Madeleine Perriere. “We have people
in Slocan who are on the committee,
who are committed to the facility and
are waiting for it to reopen… I suggest
we don’t limit it.”
But how to do that remains the
sticking point. The CAO was tasked
with approaching the local Recreation
Commission to take another look at the
centre, and to see if enough community
volunteers could be gathered to reopen
the facility according to provincial
regulations.
• In September, council asked Telus
to take down some community banners
that have been hanging from their poles
on Harold Street. After five years in the
weather, the art banners were pretty
beaten up. But on hearing of this,
the WE Graham Community Service
Society Youth Network Council made
a proposal: they have some money,
and can engage local youth to create
new banners. Council jumped on the

Slocan Waterfront Restoration &
Development Society (SWS)
Invites you to attend our 2020 AGM.
We will be meeting on Thursday October 29th, at 2:00 pm for approximately one hour
virtually, so sorry no cookies!
We wish to welcome new members into our work. We have been doing educational,
capacity building workshops on the environment. in preparation, to hopefully collaborate
with the Village of Slocan to restore Springer Creek to a healthy, fish-bearing wetland.
Questions, and to be included, please email us at: slocanwaterfrontsociety@gmail.com

offer, and approved a project with the
theme of ‘Village Vision’ to mark the
upcoming 120th anniversary of Slocan.
Telus said when the new banners are
ready, they’ll help install them.
• Slocan’s skateboard park is getting
an upgrade. Council voted to contribute
$2,800 to the WE Graham Community
Service Society’s application to build
an extension to the park. The extension
would “make the park more accessible
to all skill levels. It would also provide a
space to practice a variety of other roller
sports including a practice space for
rollerblading, biking, and scootering,”
said a report to council. With the money
from council, the RDCK and its own
funds, the WEGCSS will go to the
Columbia Basin Trust for $17,000 to
start the job.
• Council is hoping it has put an end
to problem camping with a new bylaw
limiting where recreational campers
can set up within village boundaries.
Councillors passed its new camping
bylaw at the meeting, limiting any
camping to designated areas within
village boundaries (that means the
Springer Creek Campground).
“The impacts of camping at
unregulated public areas result in
an increase in wildlife and animal
attractants, wildfire risk, and waste
management impacts including the
improper disposal of human waste and
garbage,” a report to council reads.
But without a bylaw in place, there
was little civic officials or police could
do to force campers to move.
Now, however, campers that are
unwilling to relocate to an authorized
camping area could be fined up to
$10,000, or could be towed. The bylaw
passed unanimously.
• The Village is going to continue
to partner with New Denver and

Silverton in making the community
a little safer from wildfires. Council
approved a plan for an application
for provincial funding of $450,000
for the three Villages. If successful,
Slocan’s share would be just over
$140,000. Next year’s work includes
building community awareness of
wildfire danger through information
campaigns, cleaning and clearing work
to reduce potential wildfire flashpoints,
and building local inter-agency cooperation in emergencies. It’s the third
year the three communities will have
worked together to FireSmart the area.
The project is managed by the Village
of Silverton.

• The Village will provide a $100
rebate for people swapping out their old
woodstoves for newer, EPA-certified
wood or gas heaters. The decade-old
program has a spending limit of $300,
so there’s enough for the first three
homeowners who apply to collect a
rebate.
• When the owner of 709 Spring
Street got a pre-fab, steel-framed
garage kit as a present, he was left with
a problem – the roof of the free garage
was two feet higher than Village bylaws
permit. He applied for a variance,
and after hearing no objections from
neighbours, council approved the
construction.

by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
Residents of the West Kootenay
are enjoying faster internet service
these days thanks to support from the
Province to improve their connectivity.
Business and non-profit internet
service providers in the Slocan
and Arrow Lakes Valleys received
money from the Connecting British
Columbia program in April, as part of
the province’s COVID-19 response.
The providers were able to apply
for grants of up to 90% of their
system improvement costs, to a total
of $50,000.
Columbia Wireless, based out of
Nelson, received about $35,500 from
the program. “We decided to upgrade
some key main network transport
points which allowed us to bring faster
packages and also introduce our very
first unlimited data package with up to
30Mbps transfer speeds to the whole
existing network coverage area,” says
Ben Leslie, CEO.
In Burton, the local community
Internet Society got $33,000;
Edgewood Community Internet
received $42,800; and the Trout Lake
Internet Society about $9,800, says
the Northern Development Initiative
Trust, the organization responsible for
administering the Connecting British
Columbia Program.
Like Leslie’s company, the other
ISPs used the money for equipment
upgrades to electronics, antennas and
other equipment that directly supports
and enhances capacity, performance or
the range of the network.
The Province says its COVID-19
response intake was a success, with 47
rapid network upgrade projects worth
$1.2 million, helping 9,300 households
receive better internet. The work was
completed by the end of June.
In 2019, the BC government
launched a $50 million expansion
of the Connecting British Columbia
program, the largest investment in
the program’s history. The program
provides grant funding to internet
service providers to build vital
connectivity infrastructure, including
projects to bring fibre to entire regions
or make final connections to homes and
businesses.
And it seems like users are putting
the better service to good use.
“We are receiving many positive
responses especially from people
working from home,” says Columbia

Wireless CEO Ben Leslie. “Families
with students are benefiting from the
increased speeds for taking online
classes and researching at home for
homework assignments.
“Of course the gamers and movie
buffs are loving it too, being able to
download very large games, videos
and playing online with faster and more
reliable connections.”

COVID-19 support program brings
faster internet to rural communities

Silverton councillor
re-elected as a board
member of the
Federation of Canadian
Municipalities

submitted
Leah Main, Silverton Councillor
and RDCK Director, has been reelected by members of the Federation
of Canadian Municipalities (FCM)
to serve on its national board of
directors. As the national voice
of local governments, FCM is
playing a critical role in supporting
cities and communities through
the COVID-19 pandemic—while
advocating federally for a locally
rooted national economic recovery.
“Just like here in the Kootenays,
frontline local governments across
the country are working hard to
keep people safe through this
pandemic,” said Main. “FCM’s
advocacy has helped secure the
federal support we’ve needed to
protect essential services, families
and local businesses. As the
pandemic progresses, and as we
gear up for Canada’s recovery, we
need municipal voices from every
corner of our country to be heard at
the federal level. As an FCM board
member, I’ll be working hard to keep
our local priorities front and centre.”
FCM’s elections concluded on
October 15 at its first-ever virtual
annual general meeting, attended
by local leaders nationwide. In
addition to selecting the 75-seat
board of directors, including Main,
FCM members acclaimed Prince
George Councillor Garth Frizzell
as their president for 2020-2021.
He succeeds Halifax Regional
Municipality Councillor Bill Karsten,
as he completes his term and moves
to the role of past president.
The Federation of Canadian
Municipalities (FCM) is the national
voice of local government, with
nearly 2,000 members representing
more than 90% of Canadians.
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Kaslo council, October 13: Millions in projects planned, or underway
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
Kaslo City Hall is a hub of
activity these days, with more than
a million dollars’ worth of projects
underway, and more than $5 million
in the planning stages.
From the $304,000 Kaslo River
Dike to $300,000 for restoration
of the Kemp Creek Water Intake
to the half-million dollar Front
St. Park development, contractors
and engineers are busy designing,
building or repairing infrastructure
all across town.
Then there’s the really big stuff.

Library fees

Council made a major
commitment to the new library
project. The building, which will cost
$3-3.7 million, will be located on an
empty lot downtown, on Front Street.
However, only 2/3 of that cost
is covered by the federal funding
program application. The Village had
to commit to support the project for
the other third – so local taxpayers
could be on the hook if the library’s
funding committee falls short on
gathering the other $1-million-plus
needed.
The application is being
submitted to the Invest Canada
Infrastructure Program (ICIP).

Sewer expansion

Council deferred making a
decision on a second ICIP grant, for
upgrades to the sewer system. That
project could cost anywhere from
$2-$5 million, depending on how
much of the project cost the Village
wants to take on, and how much the
higher governments will cover. The
project will include renovations
at the wastewater treatment plant
and extension of the sewer main
to a portion of Lower Kaslo. The
Village’s engineering consultant has
been working on a technical brief to
go with its application to funders.
However, council has yet to decide
on whether to approve the next phase
of sewer expansion. They were to
make that decision on October 20.

Smells like teen council

There may be some fresh faces
attending council meetings after all.
After discussions with a youth who
wrote to council, calling for youth
members at the table, the municipal
leaders agreed to look into the matter
further. Staff is to report back on
changes needed to the procedures
bylaw to enable youth representation.

LED the way

Kaslo’s streetlights are a little

more energy efficient these days, and
may soon be friendlier to the night
sky. Staff are beginning planning to
replace or retrofit the streetlights on
the Fortis-owned poles.
Lightbulbs in most free-standing
light fixtures were switched from
high-pressure sodium to LED earlier
this year, which resulted in a 70%
reduction in power consumption,
CAO Ian Dunlop told council in a
report.
However, to address light
spillage and glare, the fixtures must
be replaced. This costs about five
times more than retrofitting the bulb.
“A cost-effective approach is to
retrofit older fixtures with new LED
bulbs where possible and selectively
replace fixtures with flat lamps where
spillage and glare are concerns,”
Dunlop says in his report.
In related news, the Village was
nominated for a community energy
award for its approach to retrofitting
streetlights with LEDs.

on the Liquid Waste Monitoring
Committee?
The purpose of the committee is
to further advance sewer collection
and expansion in Kaslo. With the
$3-5 million sewer expansion project
being considered, the committee
members would review the
submitted plans and help prepare for
the planning, design and consultation
on the expansion in anticipation of
successful grant funding.
“The committee is integral
to the Village’s application for a
new wastewater system operating
permit,” CAO Duncan said.
OK, not the most glorious
job. But the committee does do
fundamental work for the citizens
of Kaslo. And the job isn’t all that
onerous. The committee would meet
about once per year.

Patio life extended

Want to spice up your life?
How about taking a run at sitting

You could be chillin’ – literally
– on the patio of your favourite bar
or restaurant for a few weeks more.
The Village extended the Licence of
Occupation for downtown patios to
October 31.
Patios are normally licenced

by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
The head of Kaslo’s daycare
facility says they’re disappointed not
to have received funding from the
Province for much-needed spaces for
children in the community.
“We were extremely disappointed
of course,” says Heike Reeg-Smith,
the Periwinkle Children’s Centre
main educator and manager. “Just the
same as everyone who applied, we
put so much work into the process,
and you never know if you will get
it or not.”
Periwinkle had applied for over
$370,000 from the New Spaces
program to add 15 spaces for children
30 months to five years of age, more
than doubling its current capacity.
It’s the same program that recently
provided $3 million to Nakusp for a
new daycare at the local elementary
school. That project will see seats for
95 children of all ages.
“The adjudicator pointed out
there was a very large number of
applications and the process was
highly competitive,” says ReegSmith. “They had priority areas and
that was infant/ toddler and school
age, as well as applications from
public sector school districts. And we
were none of these, so from the very

beginning we lost points.”
The daycare’s board is taking
a breath to consider its next steps,
says Reeg-Smith. They won’t try
to apply to the next round of New
Spaces funding in November, she
says, as the program’s target group
is the public sector, as well as on
infant/ toddler care and before-andafter-school care.
The board had already determined
Periwinkle couldn’t provide space for
infants or school-age children, even
with the expansion. That would likely
take a whole new facility, and another
group to run it, says Reeg-Smith.
A report commissioned by
Periwinkle earlier this year found the
community needed at least 125 spaces
to meet growing demand for child
care. The failure of the application
is a blow to the community on many
levels, says Reeg-Smith.
“It just means long wait lists, and
people not being able to get the child
care they need,” she says. “And of
course that trickles down to families
being able to work, and from there it
goes down to the economy. So it hits
Kaslo quite strongly.”
It also makes it harder for the
daycare to attract staff – they were
hoping a larger centre would mean
hiring new child care workers, and

Liquid Waste
Committee needs you

from April 15 to October 15. Due to
COVID and the challenging times
for local businesses, the end date was
extended to October 31.

Play space for daycare

Periwinkle Children’s Centre
didn’t get the funding for an addition
to the building (see article elsewhere
in this issue), but they will move
forward with the cubby room
renovation and an expanded outdoor
play space. The daycare’s board was
given the okay to extend their fenced
outdoor play area to the Vimy Park
Ring Road, so they can have extra
space to meet COVID-19 protocols.

Housing study

Some new affordable housing
may be coming to Kaslo. Council
approved the Kaslo Housing
Society’s plan to conduct a feasibility
study for affordable housing on
Village land behind the Kemball
Building at 312 4th Street. The
society is working with a non-profit
called New Commons Development
on the project.
The housing society currently
leases a parcel of land from the
Village south of the Kaslo River,

but that property is not feasible for
development at this time. Focus
has shifted to the land behind the
Kemball Building, which consists
of a 75’ x 100’ fully serviced parcel
of land. If the land is found to be
suitable for an appropriate housing
development, the society will seek
a formal agreement with the Village
regarding the property.
“Building housing on this
site will require rezoning the
property specifically for the type of
development that is envisioned, which
will involve public consultation
and an official community plan
amendment process,” the CAO
noted. The development also needs to
be sensitive to the heritage design of
the downtown area and the adjacent
residential neighbourhood.
Approving the feasibility study
is not approving the project; it just
allows KHS and NCD to access
the property to conduct their site
investigation and feasibility study.

Arena lease

The Village entered into a new
10-year lease on the arena with the
Kaslo and District Arena Association.

Kaslo daycare’s expansion plans fail to meet funder’s test
building up capacity for the service.
Despite the application’s
rejection, Periwinkle does plan to go
ahead with some improvements to its
100-year-old building. Reeg-Smith
says they will add a new cubby room
to the space, using about $53,000
they have socked away from other
funding sources. They also plan to
expand its outdoor play space with
some of that money.
“This would ideally allow us
to comfortably offer care to 16
children per day, and since many

VILLAGE OF KASLO
INTENTION TO LEASE
PROPERTY

It is the intention of the Village of Kaslo to lease a portion of land known
as Lot 22 Plan 9499 District Lot 209A and improvements thereon, at
517 Arena Avenue, to the Kaslo & District Arena Association for a
10-year term beginning 1 September 2020 for a lease cost in the first
year of $1,127.22, with annual increases of 2% in each year of the term
thereafter, for the purpose of operating an arena. For further information, contact the Village office, 413 Fourth Street, Kaslo, BC at (250)
353-2311 on regular working days between the hours of 10 am - 3 pm
prior to 12 Noon Wednesday, November 6th, 2020.
Chief Administrative Officer
Village of Kaslo

thelangham.ca
lagham@netidea.com
447 A Avenue Kaslo
250-353-2661

T H E AT R E LI V E S !

Live from the Langham Video Series
Live off-the-floor mini-concerts from some of our best Kaslo/Kootenay performers!
Local filmmakers capture brief musical and theatrical presentations
to be released weekly through Sept and Oct. See them on our website,
YouTube Channel (Langham Culural Centre), and Facebook.com/thelangham.

Shayna Jones

& BR E AT H E S

Gary Schneider

We are thrilled to announce the theatre has a new state-of-the-art
ventillation system to bring in fresh outside air — improving safety and comfort!

families in our community request
part-time, rather than full-time care,
this would allow us to accommodate
a considerable increase in the number
of families and children we can
serve,” she told council in a letter
looking for support for the scaleddown improvements.
Reeg-Smith says Periwinkle
will work with its architect to come
up with the best options for getting
work done with the money they have.
They hope to have improvements
completed by September 2021.

Support
the Valley
Voice with
a voluntary
subscription
Only $5-$50
Send Cheque or Money Order to:
Valley Voice, Box 70,
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
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CLASSIFIED ADS

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza.
250-353-2282.
VISIT SILVERTON GENERAL STORE
– 222 Lake Street, 10-2 and by appointment.
Txt Dixie 250-551-5088 or Ana 510-6465550 (3-9 pm). Treasure Trove of Hallowe’en
costumes, children’s clothing, decorative
lighting, furniture, automotive and more.
SLOCAN COMMUNITY LIBRARY is
open Thursdays 1-5 and Sundays 11-3! We’re
happy to see you again, three patrons at a time.
Membership is $10 for a year. Bring a mask,
use our sanitizer. Check out our catalogue
and pictures of new items at slocanlibrary.ca
AUTUMN BRINGS A BEAUTIFUL shift of
colour to brilliant reds and golds in the Kohan
Reflection Garden. As the leaves fall, it is time
for an end of season work-party. This year it
is from 9 am-4 pm on November 7 and 8.
COVID-19 safety precautions will be in effect.
SLGS will provide masks for each participant
but, if you wish, supply your own. We cannot
offer lunch this year so please bring your own
refreshments along with rakes and gloves.
NEW PAINTINGS by Tsuneko Kokubo at
the Apple Tree. ‘Effie Mills’ Pears.’

Your ad
could be
here for
only $19.50
+ GST

HOURS
9 AM - 9 PM

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

WHAT AN AMAZING OPPORTUNITY to
live your dream and own your own business.
Become the proud owner of the Valley Voice
and a quaint building on the main street of New
Denver. The newspaper business can provide
a modest living for you and your family, and
wonderful community connections. If you
are so inclined, we would love to show you
the ropes and stay as long or as little as you
need us. We have absolutely loved our life as
newspaper people! Give us a call at 1-833501-1700 for a chat, or email valleyvoice@
valleyvoice.ca. Yours, Dan & Jan.
WORK YOUR DREAM JOB and be
your own boss with help from the Self
Employment program at Community
Futures! Through this program you will
receive business plan instruction and ongoing
business training and coaching while you
start your business. And if you’re eligible you
will usually also receive financial support for
the first year. To learn more call 265-3674
ext. 201 or email Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.
THINKING OF STARTING, buying
or expanding your own business? If so,
Community Futures offers business loans,
counseling & training; and delivers the

Self Employment program in the Arrow
& Slocan Lakes area. For more info leave
a message at 265-3674 ext. 201 or email
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

COMING EVENTS

SANDON HISTORICAL SOCIETY
AGM: Sunday October 25, 1:00 pm, Slocan
Lake Arts Centre (Silverton Gallery). COVID
protocols will be in place. Members only.
LANGHAM ADVENTURE TRAVEL
SERIES presents ADVENTURES ON
YUKON’S SNAKE RIVER Saturday
October 24 at 7 pm and Sunday October 25 at
3 pm - Join intrepid Kaslovian Rob McClure
for stunning slides and intriguing stories
about his month-long canoeing trip on the
Snake River in the Yukon. Tickets $5 - $15
Willow or Sunnyside. www.thelangham.ca
NEW DENVER & AREA HOUSING
SOCIETYAGM: Tuesday, November 3, 2020
at 3:30 pm. Via Zoom. All those interested in
attending, please email ndhousingsociety@
gmail.com for the Zoom link.
THE SLOCAN LAKE ARTS COUNCIL
presents: Understanding, Speaking and
Enjoying Shakespeare. Join Valerie
Campbell, Professor Emeritus of Drama,
University of Calgary for six evening

Next Valley Voice
Deadline:
January 11,
H. A. Benson Inc.
Chartered Professional Accountant
Your ad could
2019
be hereOpenfor
only
Thurs - Sun 226-0008 • WWW.RDCK.CA
$11.00 + GST
119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0

Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

BIG DOG MUSIC

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

• Guitars and Accessories • Musical
Instruments • Vintage Vinyl Records • New
Vinyl Records • Stereo Equipment - Turntables
NEW HOURS
MON-FRI 8 A.M. - 2 P.M.

421 6th Ave, New Denver
250-307-0163

classes in which you will play, laugh, cry
and marvel at the genius of Shakespeare.
Get Hip to the Bard! Wednesdays, October
28 - December 2 (7-9 pm) $60 course fee.
(Two more spots left!) If enough people
respond, Valerie will open an additional
class! COVID precautions are in place
for everyone’s safety. For information and
registration please contact vcampbell@
ucalgary.ca. Held at Slocan Lake Arts
Centre (408 Lake Ave, Silverton) www.
slocanlakeartscouncil.ca. Funded by BCAC.
SLOCAN LAKE STEWARDSHIP
SOCIETY Annual General Meeting via
Zoom, Tuesday, November 10, 2020, 7 pm.
Email slocanlss@gmail.com for meeting
package and link or phone number to join.
VA L H A L L A W I L D E R N E S S
PROGRAM Bottle Drive – Saturday,
November 7, 2020 from 9am-noon. Pickup from Slocan Park to Slocan City. Call
ahead for large pick-ups @ 250-355-2212.
Thank you for your support.

FOR RENT

SHARED ACCOMMODATIONS
IN KASLO available October 16. One
bedroom furnished includes all utilities.
Smoking home. No kids or pets. Rent $400.

518 6th Ave • New Denver

250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290
email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm

Community Market

Valley Exchange

• All Organic Produce
• All Organic Grains

AGRICULTURE

Downtown Winlaw • 250-226-7255

New Fall Hours:
Tuesday – Saturday
11 am - 4 pm
Closed Sunday &
Monday
Main Street, New Denver
250-358-2178

HEALTH

SHADE TREE MASSAGE THERAPY
now welcoming new and returning
clients for therapeutic and relaxation
treatments. Clean, quiet, professional
office located in Winlaw. Mobile available.
Jessica Coonen RMT 250 226-6887
shadetreemassagetherapy@fastmail.com

Bill Lander
REALTOR®
250-551-5652
bill@billlander.ca

Certified by the Province of BC to test drinking water

Gaia Tree Whole Foods

Mon-Sat 9-6
Sunday 10-4

FREE

QUEEN BOX SPRING & MATTRESS.
250-358-7215 or 1-833-501-1700.

Your ad could
be here for only
$11.00 + GST

Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area.
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

Community Discount Day:
Last Friday of the month

FOR SALE

AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING
CONTAINERS 20 ft. and 40 ft. sizes.
Kootenay Containers Sales & Rentals,
Castlegar. 250-365-3014.
WATKINS PRODUCTS, HAND
CRAFTS – Bertha Williams, #11 – 217
Zacks Rd. 250-265-9080.
HORSE QUALITY HAY for sale. 70-lb
+ square bales. $8/ bale. Call Waterfield
Farms. 250-265-1502.

I show all my listings!
Serving the Slocan Valley for the
16th year.
Offices in Nakusp, Nelson & Kaslo

New Market Foods

– Bulk Ordering –

The Valley Voice October 22, 2020

DD $150. 250-353-8712.
FURNISHED ROOMS FOR RENT
at Silverton Lakeshore Inn. $500/month.
Includes WiFi. Call 778-694-5724 (Moe)
or 1-204-651-1347 (Lance).

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription

Only $5-$50

Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

Advertise in the
Valley Voice.
It pays!!!

Call 1-833-501-1700 for details
valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

Buying/Selling
Gold & Silver
250-353-7844

ADVERTISING

Your ad
could be
here for
only $19.50
+ GST

Support the Valley Voice with
a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30
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HEALTH

FREE CLASSES: Yoga with Tyson, CBT
Funded at Slocan Legion. Fridays 9:30-11
am. All ages. Info: call/text 250-551-8505,
www.sacredearthsomatics.com.
REIKI, HANDS-ON-HEALING AND
CCMBA sessions for past trauma, also
Reiki classes. Agnes Toews-Andrews. 30
years experience. Winlaw. 250-226-7268.

HELP WANTED

CARE AIDE WANTED – New Denver.
Competitive wages. Reply to PO Box 433,
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0 or phone 250358-2768 or email a246929@telus.net.
CAREGIVER WANTED – Part time,
immediately. 67-year-old man in Silverton.
250-358-2756.
LOOKING FOR TEMPORARY GENERAL
LABOURERS for cleaning. $16/hour cash. Call
778-694-5728 (Moe) or 1-204-651-1347 (Lance).

NOTICES

RHYTHM OF LIFE: You can find the
path to love, wisdom, and spiritual freedom
by singing Hu every day. Singing Hu helps
us align with our own spiritual Rhythm of
Life. http://eckankarblog.org/sound-of-soul
ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS a
problem in your life? AA, NA and AL-ANON

(family) meetings can help. For information on
AA: in New Denver, 250-358-7158; Nakusp,
250-265-4216; Kaslo, 250-353-9617. For NA:
New Denver, 250-551-4043. For AL-ANON
(family): New Denver, 250-551-6540. Please,
if you can’t get through, try another number.
CARPENTER CREEK LAST
WISHES SOCIETY provides
information on preplanning for death
and advice for alternative funeral
arrangements. Ph: 250-777-1974. www.
carpentercreeklastwishessociety.ca
NELSON & AREA ELDER ABUSE
PREVENTION Resource Centre: 250-3526008 NelsonElderAbusePrevention@gmail.com/
www.nelsonelderabuseprevention.ca. Drop-in
Wednesdays 12-2 pm, 719 Vernon Street, Nelson.
Nelson and District Seniors Coordinating Society.
HAVE YOU OR SOMEONE YOU
KNOW been sexually assaulted and want
help? Call the Interior Crisis Line 24/7 at
1-888-353-CARE to discuss your options or
go directly to Arrow Lakes Hospital or your
local emergency room for confidential care.

PETS

NO SIT! Not your usual dog training class.
Find the AMAZING in your dog. www.
proudofmydog.ca

CLASSIFIED/COMMUNITY

MALE PUREBRED NORWEGIAN
Elkhound Puppy ready for a loving home.
Loyal, smart, great trail and X-country ski
dogs. Call/ text: 250-364-0990.

RENTAL WANTED

LOOKING FOR A CABIN with well or
spring water and baseboard heat in Nakusp
or New Denver area. No mould, cigarette
smoke, or fire smoke. Preferably near
moving water. I am a single person with no
pets, no children. Willing to pay $500/mo.
Phone or text 250-899-9191.

SERVICES

BLAZE KING/VALLEY COMFORT Wood,
Electric & Oil specialist: sales, installations,
service inspection & consultations. Duct
cleaning & sanitizing; Ductwork, Chimneys,
Oil tank removals, BC ventilation solutions &
HRV design and installations. K.F. Kootenay
Furnace Ltd. 250-355-0088.
JOURNEYMAN PLUMBER and “B”ticket gasfitter for new construction or
renovation plumbing, water systems/
filtration, septic. 250-777-3588 (Tim);
www.paradisevalleyplumbing.ca or
email: schaferspeare@gmail.com.

Personal Classifieds start at $8.00
Call 833-501-1700 for details

September good for tomatoes,
but no weather records broken
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
September was a kind month for
West Kootenay gardeners. An upper
ridge dominated for all but a handful
of days during the month, bringing
warmer-than-average temperatures
and mostly rain-free conditions.
The mean monthly temperature
was a little over two degrees above
average and total rainfall was one-third
lower than normal, say forecasters
from the Southeast Fire Centre.
For gardeners hoping to eke out
all they could, that meant a couple of
SERVICES

CARPENTER FOR NEW
CONSTRUCTION, renovations, repairs
and property maintenance. 40 years
carpenter, contractor. Foundation up please
call, text Gary at 604 354 3384 or email
bullydl4@yahoo.com.

21

extra weeks for their crops to ripen.
“And we haven’t had frost in the
West Kootenay yet, and there are years
when we have had frost by now,” Ron
Lakeman told the Valley Voice earlier
this month. “So the growing season
has been better than normal, and it
isn’t over just yet.”
Smoke from wildfires, however,
kept things cooler in the middle of
September.
“The mean monthly temperature
would likely have been even higher
were it not for the shading effect
brought by the smoke,” says an SEFC
weather summary for the month.
It was dry, too. 95% of all
precipitation fell over just three days.
No new temperature or
precipitation records were set for the
month.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN
MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter
TimberFrame Homes
Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall
Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding
Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales
dave@maddentimber.com

250 265 1807

HALL LUMBER
& BUILDING SUPPLIES
Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat
10 am to 5 pm
PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd.
Edgewood, BC

K&A

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Tim Reilly

Suite 3, 622 Front St
Nelson, BC Vll 4B7
C: (250)551-6584
Licensed Residential Builder & General Contractor
Design • Project Management • Building Services
www.trctimberworks.com

Electrical Contracting Ltd
Alex Joseph
250-358-7721

mobile

Indoor Garden
Supplies
Castlegar
250-304-2911

1730 Hwy 3, Selkirk Spring Building
dan@canadiangardensupply.com

SOLID
PLAN

T: (250) 551-7127
E: joszef@airpost.net

S. KING, CET

(250) 358-7922

skingcivil@hotmail.com
4619 Hwy 6, New Denver, BC V0G 1S1
Residential & commercial
cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC

250.226.7441

www.leafcabinetry.com

Renovations and
Maintenance Made Easy!

• Basic Renovations & Construction •
• Painting • Landscaping •
Hourly Rate, By Appointment Only
– Slocan Lake communities Only –
muralsbytim@gmail.com

Scarlett’s Electric

Jim Pownall
& Co.

DRAFTING AND DESIGN

Leaf Cabinetry

Grow Your Own
Indoor & Outdoor Garden
Supplies, Knowledgeable Staff,
Regular Hours
Mon – Sat 9 am - 5 pm
Closed Sunday and Long Weekends

Crane Service

New Denver • BC
250-358-2566
jpownall@telus.net

• Excavating • Dump truck •
Premium garden soil • Lawn
installation • Landscaping

Call for a estimate
Pete Schwartz
cell: 250-505-4347

Tyler Paynton • 250.777.3654 • silverridgeearthsnow@hotmail.com

LOG & TIMBER
FRAME HOMES

Highland Creek
Contracting

highlandcreekcontracting@gmail.com
highlandcreekcontracting.com

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

• Power Trowel • Concrete Finishing
• Concrete Stamping and Acid
Staining • Forming • Tile Setting
• Cultured & Natural Stone Installation
CREATIVE MASONRY SOLUTIONS
FOR YOUR HOME AND BUSINESS

47 years serving Ainsworth, Kaslo & north
All electrical work, micro-hydro & solar

Patrick Baird
250-354-8562

Call Don (250)353-2563

Your ad could
be here for only
$11.00 + GST

(250) 551-TIME (8463)

Kent & Arlene Yardcare Services
Housewatch • Free Estimates
358-2508 • 358-7785 • 505-8210
wyofonoff1@yahoo.ca

Crescent Bay
Construction Ltd.
Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431
• Email cresbay@telus.net

Wired by Alex

Your ad could
be here for only
$11.00 + GST

CONSTRUCTION,
LTD.
FOUNDATIONS • ROOFING • RENOVATIONS
Specializing in Timber Framing
Cell: 250-265-8503 Home: 250-265-2278
• BONDED Journeyman carpenter
• HPO Licenced Builder #42639

www.manciaconstruction.ca

CLASSIFIED/COMMUNITY
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Youth Polish Shine & Show horse clinic
submitted
The Horse Association of Central
Kootenay held the Youth Polish Shine &
Show horse clinic September 25 and 27
at the horse grounds in Slocan.
It was social distancing at its best,
and participants had so much fun finally
being able to get out for a horse event. A

spectacular weekend it was!
Twenty Kootenay youth were guided
by this year’s knowledgeable instructors.
Jacki Smolinski rocked the riding. Joy
and Mona Ferguson made a tremendous
team mastering Mountain Trail. Anne
Gibbons gave a wonderful weeds and
feeds lesson. Sheilamarie Sanders

beautifully covered the blanketing,
and Shannon Hicks shared a recipe for
trendy treats for your trusty steed. Carla
Card went above and beyond to ensure
everyone’s health and safety.
So much knowledge was gained,
and friendships built, both familiar and
new.

Pilar Portela of Kaslo has been appointed to the board of the Women’s Enterprise Centre.

Women’s Enterprise Centre welcomes Kaslo resident to board of directors
submitted
Women’s Enterprise Centre (WEC)
has announced the appointment of three
new members to their board of directors,
including Pilar Portela of Kaslo.
Women’s Enterprise Centre is a nonprofit organization that provides business
loans, advisory services, training,
mentoring, resources and support to
women entrepreneurs throughout BC.

Youth Polish Shine & Show participants.

Lemon Creek
Lodge & Campground
Year-round facility
1-877-970-8090

HAIR

coming events

Your ad
could be
here for
only $19.50
+ GST

EDUCATION

Bikes, Skis,
Snowshoes
Sales and
Maintenance
• Guesthouse •

Call Shon
250-265-3332

shonsbs@gmail.com

Tuesday

THRU

Friday

– By Appointment –

358-7769

WE DO OIL CHANGES – We stock oil & filters
for most common vehicles! • NEW TIRE
SALES – Installs, Repairs & Changeovers •
GENERAL MAINTENANCE & REPAIR

STEEL TOE JOE’S
Automotive Repair
Joe Shaw

RECYCLING

AVA’S
Hair Studio

Pilar Portela is the president and
CEO of Astra Smart Systems and i4C
Innovation. She has over 20 years
of experience in enterprise business
applications, technology startups and
economic development and is focused
on helping start-ups and minorities in
rural areas thrive and grow as part of her
larger vision of global rural economic
development.

Owner & Journeyman Technician
3804 Pine Rd. Krestova, BC

Alongside Mountainberry

778.454.0180

BOOKS

250-358-7199

303-6th Avenue (Main St.), New Denver

stjautomotive@gmail.com

PHOTOGRAPHY
Your ad could
be here for only
Open 1 pm to 4:30 pm Tues.
$11.00 + GST

TUES

Hand & Soul
Wellness Centre
202 Lake Avenue, Silverton
CHIROPRACTOR: Dr. Larry Zaleski

Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care

Silverton: Mondays & Friday afternoon – Winlaw & Nakusp on
Alternating Wednesdays (plus every 4th Thursday afternoon in Winlaw)

COUNSELLOR: Sue Mistretta, M.A.

19 years experience helping clients working with anxiety,
depression, grief, self esteem, health crisis, life transitions or
simply are feeling stuck or uninspired.

Offices in Silverton & Nelson
Call 250-358-2177 for appointments
Visit www.handandsoul.ca

Support the
Valley Voice
with a voluntary
subscription

Only $5-$50
Send Cheque or Money Order to:
Valley Voice, Box 70,
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

Your ad could
be here for only
$11.00 + GST

TOY BUYER GIFTS
SUPPORT FOR
YOUR SPIRIT

Bi-weekly book study, biweekly services, Tuesday
8 am meditation, monthly
Contemplative in the Kootenays
For information & links, contact
descamp@heartsrest.com
Turner Zion United Church of
Canada is alive and welcomes
you on-line—and in person.

Buying old toys
& collectibles
Toys from the 90s or
earlier

Antiques, old book or coin
collections, old video games,
movie posters, Horror VHS
tapes & similar items
Call Sam
250-355-2822

Your ad could
be here for only
$11.00 + GST
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Mail-in ballots could delay election results
by Jan McMurray
The results of the upcoming BC
election on October 24 may not be
known on voting day because of the
huge number of mail-in ballots this
time around.
Mail-in ballots are not counted on
election night, but rather in the final
count two weeks later. With about
700,000 mail-in ballots requested by

voters in this election, there could
be enough mail-in votes to change
election night results – at least in
some ridings.
In the last BC election, there were
only about 6,500 mail-in ballots to
count.
Andrew Watson of Elections
BC explained that on election night,
votes cast that day and in the advance

polls are counted. Then there is a
13-day preparatory period where
mail-in ballots are sent to the voter’s
electoral district, where they go
through integrity checks to make sure
that multiple voting did not occur.
Voters can send their mail-in
ballots to Victoria or hand deliver
them to any returning office or polling
station, so the ballots must make their
way back to the voter’s district during
the 13-day period.
After the 13-day preparatory
period, the final count takes place.
Watson says the final count usually
takes two to three days.
“In this case, both those time
periods could take longer,” Watson
said. “We want to do that as fast as
we can, but we have to see how many
mail-ins we get and how fast our teams
are able to process them. We’ve never
done this before. The main focus is
accuracy and that the requirements
under law are being met.”

BIOREMEDIATION BY FUNGI

This is the process by which fungi-based
technology is used to decontaminate
polluted land and water sites. Some fungi
can uptake and recover heavy metals; in
concert with soil microbes can degrade
pharmaceuticals, insecticides and herbicides and convert coal tars and heavy
fuels into CO2, H2O and basic elements;
others can filter toxins from water in soil.
The Silverton Community Club has chosen Kathy Provan for Citizen of the Year 2019. Kathy
has been a dedicated volunteer with Friends of the Memorial Hall, Communities in Bloom, the
July 1st Celebrations, and the Silverton Community Club. Congratulations Kathy!

Watson says extra people will be
hired to count the mail-in ballots but
he doesn’t know how many. “We’ve
told officials to make sure they have
the number of people they need. Some
districts will have a lot of mail-in
ballots and some not so many.”
Watson also said that the physical
distancing rules at polling stations
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may mean less staff and scrutineers
than usual in some locations. “We’ve
tried to find spaces that accommodate
the usual number of people, but there
are capacity limits depending on the
space available. The returning officers
are sorting this out, and arranging
opportunities for observation and
scrutineering.”
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