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by Maureen Gough
After three years and $600,000, 

the restored JB Fletcher Store 
Museum has reopened in Ainsworth. 

“This  bui ld ing is  ra ther 
spectacular. It has a rich history 
and has been a part of Ainsworth 
for nearly 125 years. It is filled with 
great energy and the memories of 
the many people who lived here and 
made Ainsworth their home,” says 
Tammy White, director of the JB 
Fletcher Restoration Society.

Before the restoration project, 
the building was leaning toward the 
lake with rotted walls and buckling 
windows, and had no water, heat 
or sewer. Now, it is a sound and 
safe building, open to the public. 
It houses both the museum and a 
gift shop.

This year, the JB Fletcher 
Restoration Society will continue to 
work on the collection, and will store 
donated items that do not belong in 
a general store. The society recently 
received a Heritage Museum Archive 
Grant from Heritage BC to archive 
and create storage for the artifacts 
that are not relevant in the store but 
are part of the community’s heritage. 

“We hope to create an Ainsworth 
museum downstairs in the future to 
give those items a proper home,” 
White says.

The restoration was made 
possible by the dedicated work of 
general contractor Peter Gosney 
Carpentry & Construction, Tammy 
White, director of the JB Fletcher 
Restoration Society, Terry Peterson, 
project manager, and Susan Thom, 
treasurer of the society. 

JB Fletcher Store Museum restoration complete, now open to the public
“Without Mavis Stainer, Mr. 

Fletcher’s daughter [who has since 
passed], and the many volunteers 
over the years from the mid 1980s 
on, this place would not have 
survived,” says White.

Funding from the Built Heritage 
Program, a partnership between 
CBT and Heritage BC, made the 
project possible. And now that the 
project is complete, thoughts turn 
to sustaining the museum.

A percentage of all sales from 
the White Raven Emporium and 
from Whitelight Photography (the 
two business owners operate the gift 
shop together) go to the museum. 
As a result of this arrangement, 
the museum has regular hours and 
is fully staffed by those business 

owners. To help with ongoing 
costs, admission to the museum is 
by donation.

To address parking concerns, 
additional funding was made available 
through the Regional District of 
Central Kootenay’s Community 
Development Grants to create a 
parking area across the highway 
on Water Street. The Ministry of 
Transportation and Infrastructure 
provided assistance, and Peter Ward 
of Ward Engineering and Kirby 
Hawes of Hawes Contractors worked 
on the project. Donated materials 
from YRB Nelson and Kaslo reduced 
costs substantially.

White says COVID-19 has 
had a huge impact on attendance 
levels. Looking forward, she says: 

“We expect that when Ainsworth 
Hot Springs Resort and Betty O’s 
open, we certainly see more people 
dropping in to see us. Next year 

should certainly be better if things 
have returned to normal. As well, we 
are hoping as more people hear about 
us, more will stop in for a look.”

The beautifully restored JB Fletcher Store Museum has recently reopened and is well worth a visit.

The restored JB Fletcher Store Museum has reopened in Ainsworth. 
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WILDLIFE IN WETLANDS
175 vertebrate wildlife species in the Colum-
bia Basin are associated with wetlands and 
97 of these species depend on wetlands for 
survival (Machmer 2004). Threats to our 
wetlands include mud bogging, cattle graz-
ing, foreign-species introduction, chemical 
and road salt runoff, clearcut logging, fish 
stocking, climate change, pathogens and the 
dumping of household waste. 

MOUNTAIN VALLEY STATION MOUNTAIN VALLEY STATION 
BOTTLE DEPOTBOTTLE DEPOT

704 Arlington Road, Slocan, BC
 

Introduces
New Encorp Pilot Program

Effective Immediately

 
All Alcohol and Non-Alcohol Aluminum Cans

no longer need to be separated. 
They will all receive a $  .10  refund

 
Bottle Depot: Open Tuesday  –  Saturday    9 – 5
		  Closed Sundays and Holidays

submitted
Recycling depots are reopening 

in New Denver (July 30), Silverton 
(July 31), Nakusp (August 1), Burton 
(August 1), Edgewood (August 2) and 
Marblehead (August 1).

The RDCK kindly requests your 
patience during this transition to Recycle 
BC and apologizes for the service delays, 
but reminds everyone that disrespectful 
behaviour towards service staff at depot 
locations will not be tolerated.

“Unfortunately there has been 

All RDCK recycling depots to be open by August 2
a number of incidents of verbal 
abuse towards our staff at depots,” 
said Uli Wolf, General Manager of 
Environmental Services. “This type of 
behaviour is completely unacceptable. 
We stand behind our staff, who are not 
responsible for the decision to change 
to Recycle BC or the delays in service, 
and will start revoking privileges to 
any customer who violates the code of 
conduct.”

There are materials that can be 
recycled under the new program that 

were not accepted previously. Plastic 
bags/ wrap, chip bags, aerosol cans, and 
styrofoam can now be recycled.

The RDCK now has core depots 
and satellite depots. Core depots accept 
all Recycle BC category types, while 
satellite depots only accept the three 
main categories of recycling (paper & 
cardboard, plastic & metal containers, 
and glass).

All recycling depots have operating 
hours and are no longer open 24/7.

Industrial, Commercial, and 
Institutional (ICI) cardboard is only 
accepted at Nakusp, New Denver, 
Kaslo, Nelson (Lakeside), Salmo and 
Ootischenia Landfill.
Hours of operation

Hours of operation of depots in our 
area are as follows: Burton (satellite) 
- Saturday 10 am-2 pm; Crescent 
Valley (core) - Tuesday, Thursday, 
Friday, Saturday, Sunday 10 am-5 pm; 
Edgewood (core) - Sunday 10 am-1 
pm year-round; Sunday, Wednesday 9 
am-1 pm (June 1-September 30); Kaslo 
(core) - Sunday, Tuesday, Friday 9 am-3 
pm (May 1-September 30) and Sunday, 
Tuesday, Friday 10 am-3 pm (October 
1-April 30); Marblehead (satellite) 
- Wednesday, Saturday 10 am-2 pm; 

Nakusp (core) - Monday 9-12:30 and 
Wednesday, Saturday 9 am-4 pm; New 
Denver (core) - Tuesday, Thursday, 
Saturday 10 am-4 pm; Silverton 

(satellite) - Wednesday, Friday 10 am-4 
pm; Slocan (core) - Tuesday, Thursday, 
Saturday 9 am-3 pm; Winlaw (satellite) 
-Monday, Wednesday 10 am-4 pm.

Recycling & Waste Educator Pam Malekow from Crescent Valley holds down the fort at New 
Denver’s new recycling depot until the last of the equipment arrives. The depot should be fully 

functioning by August 1.

submitted 
RDCK residents have online access 

to free energy savings products through 
the new SaveNow campaign of the 
Regional Energy Efficiency Program 
(REEP).

As part of the SaveNow campaign, 
participants can choose energy 
efficiency products at no charge. 
Depending on their preference and 
heating system, they can choose from 
programmable or smart (such as the 
Ecobee or Nest) thermostats which 
enable remote control of your home’s 
heating system, plus various energy 
saving bundles. Simply follow the 
steps online, go through the ordering 
process and then products will be 
shipped directly to your address for free. 
Installing energy saving measures not 
only can help with utility bills through 
the summer and the upcoming heating 
season, but for many years to come.

To claim your free energy saving 
gift(s) and learn more about the 

Save energy and money 
through new RDCK campaign

Regional Energy Efficiency Program, 
visit www.rdcksavenow.ca. The order 
form will be set up to select various 
energy saving products as well as an 
option to register for the REEP. It is not 
mandatory to register for the program 
in order to receive the free products, 
however, a program representative will 
contact you and explain how you can 
access free product installation.

FortisBC, the natural gas and 
electricity provider to many residents 
in the area, is continuing to provide 
funding for the program as part of their 
ongoing campaign to reduce energy 
consumption in British Columbia.

The RDCK is committed to reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions. REEP – 
Home Renovation was developed to 
assist homeowners in making their 
buildings more energy efficient. REEP 
is an expanded version of Nelson’s 
EcoSave Program and is now open to all 
residents within the RDCK. Residents 
can register at www.rdck.ca/reep.
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Our valley’s green 
grocer since 1990 

• Fresh 
• Organic 

• Wholesome 
1290 Hwy #6 

Crescent Valley
250-359-7323

– Open daily –
(Closed Christmas & New Year’s day)

Goat 
Mountain 
Kids Child 

Centre

If your child is 0-5 years 
old, register now

Whether you are looking for 
one day, five days or half days, 
we can help.  Conveniently 
located in Lucerne School in 
New Denver, we will be open 
from 8 am - 5 pm, five days a 
week. Childcare subsidies are 
also available.  Contact us at 
goat.mountain.kids@gmail.
com to register your child now.

Professional fitting, expert service.

411 Hall Street • Nelson, BC • 250-352-6261 • Toll-free: 1-800-337-1622

www.vincedevito.com

www.facebook.com/pages/
Vince-DeVitos-Specialty-

Footwear-LTD

Summer is FINALLY here! 
And we still have men’s sandals available!!

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

Anti-racism activists in Kaslo are 
calling on the Village council to change 
a motion it passed earlier this month 
that removed references to people of 
colour and indigenous people from an 
anti-racism proclamation.

The Anti-Racism Collective of Kaslo 
and Area (ARCKA) says it wants council 
to “change its wording, and commit to 
self-education and action around the 
subject of systemic racism and racial 
discrimination in our community,” the 
group said in a letter to council. 

ARCKA planned to make the 
request at council’s Committee of the 
Whole meeting on July 28.
Original pledge changed

Council voted on Tuesday, July 14 
to change the wording of an anti-racism 
proclamation after one councillor raised 
concerns that the proclamation only 
mentioned two groups of people.

The original motion said councillors 
“stand together and are committed to 
make positive changes for people of 
colour and indigenous people in Kaslo.” 

“We’re picking on – we should have 
everybody in there, not just coloured and 
Indigenous,” said Councillor Henry Van 

Kaslo council panned for changing anti-racism proclamation so all lives matter
Mill, in suggesting the amendment. “I 
think it’s great, but I kind of don’t like 
that part.”

Councillor Molly Leathwood 
agreed.

“Isn’t the intent to support the 
pledge, which does say we respect 
people of all ethnicities, cultures and 
faiths?” she said. “So it’s the pledge we 
are supporting, which does indicate more 
than just people of colour or Indigenous 
people.”

Van Mill said he “didn’t like those 
words” in the pledge, and suggested the 
term “people of colour and indigenous 
people” be changed to “all ethnicities, 
cultures and faiths.” That’s a phrase 
drawn from the actual proclamation, 
called the #DifferentTogetherPledge. 

Council voted unanimously in 
favour of the change, then passed the 
amended proclamation.
Misses the point

“We are concerned that the 
amendment which changed the wording 
of council’s proclamation is akin to 
changing the statement “Black lives 
matter” to “all lives matter,” says 
ARCKA’s letter to council. “While it is 
true that all lives matter, when one group 
of people faces systemic discrimination 

and injustice in our society we need to 
support and stand in solidarity with that 
particular group.

“If you are committing to do work 
around racism and discrimination in 
Kaslo you must recognize that these 
problems exist here and specifically 
name those groups that are affected and 
which you are committing to support.”

The group also raised issues with 
Councillor Henry Van Mill’s comment 
from July 14 when asked if councillors 
believed there was racism in Kaslo.

“I’d like to believe there isn’t,” said 
Van Mill at the July 14 meeting.

“We ask that the Mayor and 
Councillors explore this question 
further,” ARCKA wrote. “If it is the 
belief of the Mayor and Council that 
racism does not exist in Kaslo, we 
implore you to listen to the voices of 
Black, Indigenous and all people who 
experience racism in our community 
when they share their lived experiences.

“Further, if you believe racism does 
not exist here, why are you making an 
anti-racism proclamation? We are not 
asking this question to be antagonistic 
but to encourage all of you to deeply 
understand your motive for speaking 
these words and say them in a heartfelt 

way.”
The group also pointed out that using 

the term “coloured,” as one councillor 
did during the July 14 debate was also 
objectionable, as was the way another 
councillor thought “people of colour” 
did not include Japanese and other non-
Europeans. 

The group called on council to 
rescind the motion it passed, and replace 
it with, in part:

“…Eliminating racism and 
discrimination in Kaslo is essential. We 
stand together and are committed to make 
positive changes for Black, Indigenous, 
and all people who experience racism 
in Kaslo and each of us hereby support 
the #DifferentTogetherPledge initiated 
by the Lieutenant Governor of British 
Columbia.”

The group said it would like to see 
the mayor and council take “a strong 
stance on this issue,” and asked how it 
planned to work for positive changes for 
racialized and marginalized citizens of 
Kaslo. It added council should also add 
an Aboriginal land acknowledgement to 
the start of its meetings.

Council’s response was not available 
at press time.

A month ago, people held 

demonstrations worldwide, including 
in Kaslo, against racism and police 
violence. In Canada, those protests 
focused on racism faced by people of 
colour and Indigenous Canadians.

by Jan McMurray
The public comment period on 

the Expression of Interest for the 
proposed Zincton resort ended June 
22. Close to 3,000 email submissions 
were received by the Mountain 
Resorts Branch (MRB) of the Ministry 
of Forests, Lands, Natural Resource 
Operations and Rural Development 
(FLNRORD).

“The Zincton EOI generated 
significant interest from the general 
public and stakeholders,” said a 
spokesperson with FLNRORD.

When asked how many of the 
respondents were in favour of the 
proposal and how many were opposed, 
the spokesperson said a summary of 
the public review and comment period 
will be posted on the MRB website 
as soon as submissions are reviewed.

“The primary purpose of the public 
comment period at the Expression of 
Interest stage is to identify issues or 
receive information that can contribute 
to a better understanding of the 
potential environmental, economic, 
social, cultural or health effects of 
the proposed project. This is done at 
a preliminary stage prior to formal 
in-depth planning and review,” the 
spokesperson said.

According to the All-Seasons 

About 3,000 comments received on Zincton proposal
Resorts Policy posted on the MRB 
website, all resort development 
proposals go through four application 
stages: expression of interest, formal 
proposal, draft master plan and 
final master plan. There are public 
consultation requirements at each 
stage. Open houses are required at 
the second, third and fourth stages. 
All four stages require advertising in 
area newspapers. Application details 
are posted to the MRB website at all 
four stages, as well.

No timelines for the stages are 
provided on the website, or in the 
policy or guideline documents.

“Recognizing each resor t 
proposal is very unique, it would not 
be appropriate to speculate on the 
timeframe [for the Zincton proposal],” 
said the spokesperson. “Based on 
some past processes however, it 
can take several years of planning 
and consultation before reaching a 
provincial authorization decision 
point and the final agreement stage.”

The Zincton proposal is at the 
Expression of Interest stage. Once 
the provincial review is complete, 
the government will decide whether 
or not to invite the proponent, David 
Harley of New Denver, to submit a 
formal proposal. During the provincial 

review, “the Project Review Team 
will review and consider all relevant 
material, including information 
from the applicant, First Nations, 
referral responses, stakeholders, the 
public, the land status report and 
site inspections,” the FLNRORD 
spokesperson said.

The provincial decision regarding 
the invitation to submit a formal 
proposal “would be based on 
considerations outlined in the All-
Seasons Resort Policy and those 
considerations and conclusions would 
be part of the public record and 
available upon request,” said the 
spokesperson.

I f  the  proposal  advances 
to the formal proposal stage, the 
spokesperson said the proponent 
would be provided with a list of 
all existing tenures and interests, 
including public recreation trails. The 
existing interests must be taken into 
account in the formal proposal. “The 
All-Seasons Resort Policy review 
process seeks to address negative 
impacts and outcomes to existing 
values, including public recreation 
values.”

At this stage, it is probably too 
early to determine if the proposed 
project would trigger an environmental 

review under the Environmental 
Assessment Act. However, the 
government spokesperson said that 
new resort project proposals that do 
not trigger an environmental review 
“are subject to a rigorous planning 
and environmental review process 
under the All-Seasons Resort Policy 
including referral and oversight by 
provincial professional biologists, 
impact assessment, identification 
of mitigations to avoid, minimize 
environmental impacts consistent with 
the Environmental Mitigation Policy.”
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OPINION

EDITORIAL / LETTERS POLICY
The Valley Voice welcomes letters to the editor and community news 

articles from our readers. 
Letters and articles should be no longer than 500 words and may be 

edited. We reserve the right to reject any submitted material.
Please mark your letter “LETTER TO THE EDITOR.” Include your 

address and daytime phone number for verification purposes.
We will not knowingly publish any letter that is defamatory or libelous. 

We will not publish anonymous letters or letters signed with pseudonyms, 
except in extraordinary circumstances.
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The Ingrid Rice cartoon is a satirical look at current events in politics and is sponsored by the Kaslo Hotel. The Hotel does not necessarily share the political views of  the artist.

– KASLO HOTEL IS OPEN –
Pub open 11 am to 10 pm,  dining-in 11 am to 8 pm, take-out 11 am to 8 pm, off-sales

WELCOME BACK!
www.kaslohotel.com   250-353-7714

continued on page 5

Motorcycles
Here we are, finally able to sit 

outside and enjoy this beautiful 
village we moved to for a better life 
of quiet and peace. Because of the 
virus, we don’t go too far from home 
– being seniors and more susceptible. 
Well, what have we heard for the last 
two weeks is revving motors that turn 
the corner – people wanting a thrill. 
People say move. Not likely on a 
fixed income! When will it ever stop? 
When the snow flies. Well, down to 
the beach we go just to have some 
peace. Ain’t life grand.

Linda Johnson
Kaslo

Thank you, 
Nakusp

My wife and I were involved in 
a motorcycle accident on July 16 at 
about 4:30 pm. It seemed like the 
entire town showed up to help. So 
many people and emergency services. 
It was so heartwarming to get so 
much help so soon. Your hospital 
was also extremely professional. 
The doctor was fantastic and the 
nurses were terrific. What a town. 
Very amazing to see so many show 
up and help three strangers. Thank 
you Nakusp.

Dan and Marilyn Leibel
Langley

Tin foil hats vs. 
masks

I do not want to live in fear. I 
refuse to.

Therefore I will not wear a mask. 
It infringes on my rights of free 
expression and fashion style.

I will also stop looking both ways 
before I cross a roadway. It’s time-
consuming and it gives me neck pain. 
Seatbelts while traveling in a vehicle 
– forget it! They wrinkle my clothes.

The tin foil hat I wear, on 
the other hand, has many proven 
benefits. It protects the wearer 
from electromagnetic radiation, 

government mind control, chem-
trails and anal-probes.

It has also been proven to help 
debunk the theory that the earth is 
round, as you can see the tin foil hat 
at a far distance showing no dip in 
the horizon, therefore proving that 
the earth is flat.

Now before I go and stick my big 
foot in my mouth, if you will excuse 
me, I’m meeting Elvis at the Atlantis 
Café for a raw chicken sandwich and 
I’m late, I’m late for a very important 
date. No time to say goodbye, hello, 
I’m late, I’m late, I’m late.

Stephen Buttrick
Vernon/ Nakusp

Information 
sources 
important

This is in response to ‘Reframing 
COVID-19,’ VV July 16. If you 
examine the references that this 
writer offers to substantiate her 
beliefs, you will find the following: 
Rashid Ali Buttar is an osteopathy 
practitioner, an American conspiracy 
theorist  and has been twice 
reprimanded for unprofessional 
conduct and cited for marketing 
unapproved and adulterated drugs. 
Sherri Tenpenny is an osteopathic 
physician with no advanced clinical 
or research specialization in 
immunology, vaccinology, or public 
health, nor has she ever published 
peer reviewed research in any area 
related to vaccines or immunology. 
Judy Anne Mikovits is known for 
her discredited medical claims, is 
a promoter of conspiracy theories, 
and has made several false claims 
about vaccines and COVID-19. 
Del Mathew Bigtree is a TV and 
film producer, CEO of the anti-
vaccination group Informed Consent 
Action Network, who produced the 
film Vaxxed based on the discredited 
views of Andrew Wakefield. He has 
no medical training, propagated 
theories about the origin of the virus 

and urged his audience to ignore the 
advice of health authorities.  

I would rather get my medical 
information regarding COVID-19 
from experts in infectious diseases.

Ed Nixon
Perry Siding

COVID-19 – 
true or false?

I am responding to Lisa Ross’s 
letter, ‘Reframing COVID-19,’ 
in the July 16 edition. Lisa states 
that “We are living in a social 
engineering experiment.” From this 
perspective, Dr. Bonnie Henry must 
be a Machiavellian liar rather than 
a dedicated public health official. 
The British Prime Minister, Boris 
Johnson, was simply deluded when 
he spent three days in the intensive 
care unit of a hospital due to the 
‘false’ diagnosis of COVID-19. We 
have no idea why Canadian actor 
Nick Codero died, and Tom Hanks 
and his wife were also mistaken 
about what ailed them. Sweden’s 
authorities now admit that not 
implementing social distancing 
was a big mistake. I wonder why 
they are saying that if there was no 
virus to deal with in the first place?

Big corporations will probably 
take over the small businesses that 
could not survive being shut down 
for so long. This just shows that the 
prolonged closures greatly assist 
the corporations’ intrinsic desire to 
expand. It is not proof that there is 
a worldwide plot being enacted by 
those in power, and that actually no 
virus or pandemic exists.

Lisa makes the point that “while 
respiratory deaths go up, deaths 
attributed to other causes go down 
at the same rate,” as if this were 
somehow suspicious. However, if 
someone dies of COVID-19, then 
they will not die of some other 
condition that may otherwise have 
killed them at a later date. Death 
from other causes will therefore go 
down as COVID-19 deaths go up. 
That is just logical, not indicative 
of the manipulation of data.

None of the several conspiracy 
theories challenging the simple 
notion that we have a pandemic 
seem true to me, but I know there 
are a lot of people out there who 
believe one or another of them. 
Time will tell.

Keith Newberry
Slocan

Eh? To Z(incton)
I’d like to comment on some of 

the objections people have to the 
proposed Zincton ski development.

NIMBY: If all the locations 
where local people recreate were 
to be somehow protected, no 
development would ever happen. 
Our area already has a number 
of large parks dedicated to public 
recreation and habitat preservation. 
We can’t extend that to cover every 
north-facing powder slope.

Economic Development: How 
many meetings have you been to 
where civic-minded locals were 
brainstorming to come up with a 
strategy for economic development 
in the north valley? I remember 
meeting some provincial tourism 
folks and some of them expressed 
their embarrassment at how little 
money Victoria has spent here in the 
past (of course things have changed 
since the CBT has been doing such 
a good job). Now, a local resident, 
who has planted his flag here a 
couple of times already, takes it upon 
himself to create a node of economic 
development in the tourism sector 
– CERTAINLY better than logging 
or mining. 

And if somebody announced 
they were planning a new townsite 
between Kaslo and New Denver, 
would there be as much opposition? 
At one time there were a few thousand 
people living in that corridor, and two 
railroads! It seems that some people 
take exception to new residents with 
deep pockets.

Wildlife Habitat: When was 
the last time you flew over the West 
Kootenay? Or had a good look on 
Google Earth? The overwhelming 
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effect is that it’s hard to find people 
in the landscape – lots of clearcuts, 
a few highways along the rivers and 
lakes, and hardly any buildings. The 
Zincton development won’t change 
that very much, especially when 
compared to resource extraction 
activities.

Population Density: Our terrain 
here is not like the Okanagan, where 
they can just go over the hill and 
build another 250 houses. Our steep 
valleys protect us from untrammeled 
development, and I believe the fears 
of highways being crowded with 
vehicles is unfounded – since most 
skiers will be staying at the mountain 
(not like Whitewater in Nelson where 
there is a morning rush hour). And 
with a bigger population here, we can 
make a stronger argument to keep our 
hospital (oh that), and look forward 
to more jobs being available. We 
already know what happens when 
our population is dwindling.

Development always involves 
risk, but I believe that in 20 years, 
the Zincton project will be an integral 
part of a revitalized north Slocan 
Valley.

Jeff Bustard
New Denver

COVID 
delusions

The capacity of the human 
psyche to deny and resist change is 
a truly amazing thing.

When seatbelts were first 
mandated, a significant minority of 
people refused to use them; after all, 
they interfered with our freedom to 
fly through the front windshield of 
our cars at 100 kilometres an hour. 
A similar reaction followed the 
imposition of helmet requirements 
for cyclists, once again meddling in 
our freedom to crack our skulls and 
addle our brains on the asphalt. The 
phenomenon took a malicious turn 
when tobacco smoking was banned 
in public indoor spaces. Where I 
lived at the time, an organized group 
of self-proclaimed ‘freedom fighters’ 
arose to defend their sacred right to 
blow carcinogenic smoke into other 
people’s faces.

We now face the first global 
pandemic in a century and the 
deniers and conspiracy theorists are 
hard at it, greatly assisted by that 
bottomless pit of misinformation – 
the internet. It is worth noting that 
most of these ideas echo the self-
serving, fraudulent claims about the 
pandemic made by Donald Trump. 
Yes, some coronaviruses do cause 
cold-like symptoms, and some, like 
SARS, MERS and COVID-19, kill 
people. No common cold ever killed 
140,000 Americans in six months. 
Millions of healthcare workers, 
thousands of health departments and 
the mass media aren’t all involved in 
a sinister, global plot to get a mask 
on your face. My right to swing my 
arms around wildly in public end at 
your nose just as your right to exhale 

virus in public ends at everyone’s 
nose. Surgeons wear masks when 
they operate on us because they’re 
effective protection for us.

All these, and more, populist 
conspiracy theories are currently 
in circulation. Like all good 
conspiracies, these have some basis 
in reality; there are valid reasons to 
distrust corporate governments from 
their inaction on Indigenous rights 
to their pretense on climate change. 
However, in this situation there is 
no reason to suspect the motives 
of epidemiologists and doctors in 
the effort to contain this disease. 
After all, the return of the economy 
depends upon that containment.

It is one thing to join the ranks of 
the Flat Earth Society or believe that 
the sun revolves around us. These 
are harmless and silly ideas. It is 
another thing altogether to embrace 
the belief that the pandemic is some 
kind of hoax disguising an attack on 
‘freedom.’ This is a self-centered and 
harmful idea.

Jim Herring
Nakusp

Black life 
matters

If I were a Native woman I’d 
be pretty pst off. Royally pst off, 
actually. “Black life matters.” Sure 
it does. Of course it does. But why 
is Black suddenly front and centre? 
What about Aboriginal life?

Let’s see. Every one of the 
black people in Canada (3.5% of 
the population) was either born here 
with all the rights and freedoms of 
Canadian citizenship, or moved here 
of their own volition.

First Nations have been here for 
12,000 years. Europeans stole their 
land, their language, their culture, 
and their children. In return, they 
gave them measles, smallpox, and 
tuberculosis and decimated the 
population. Those who survived 
were sequestered on reserves, 
unproductive land the Europeans 
didn’t want. 

I looked for statistics. Forget 
it! Numbers on First Nations in BC 
are not available. One article said 
there had been 61 police-involved 
shootings in Canada over a ten-year 
period. The next article said that 
there had been 461 police-involved 
shootings of Black people over a 
three-year period.

Ryan Flanagan of CTV News 
analyzed the last 100 deaths caused 
by law enforcement officers. Of 
these deaths, the racial identity of 
34 victims was not made public. 
Of the remaining 66, 32 were white 
Canadians, 25 were Indigenous 
Canadians, and 6 were Black 
Canadians. Three belonged to other 
visible minority groups.

In British Columbia, 64% of 
the population is white Caucasian 
(32 killed); 6% of the population is 
Indigenous (25 killed); 1% of the 
population is Black (6 killed).

There are six times as many 

Indigenous people as Black people, 
but only four times as many got 
killed in the situation analyzed by 
CTV News. There are 10 times as 
many whites as Indigenous, but only 
a few more got killed. We’ve got a 
problem. Systemic racism in law 
enforcement? Wait a sec. Racism 
is not just the prerogative of law 
enforcement. There are other ways 
to destroy a life. Between 3,000 and 
4,000 Native women disappeared. 
Social and economic racism is still 
racism. 

Me, I’m white, and blonde to 
boot. So that makes me racist, 
violent, AND stupid, right? Yep. 
That’s how it goes.

But hey! We’re in the West 
Kootenays! We make love, not 
war. Native and Black people, 
they’re our neighbours. They work 
in the hospital, on the ferry; they’re 
somebody’s wife, somebody’s 
friend; we drink the same beer and 
smoke the same dope. The media, the 
RCMP, people I talked to, not one 
knew of any Native or Black person 
shot by law enforcement in our 
area. We don’t do that here. Rather 
than pointing fingers, why don’t we 
celebrate our Indigenous neighbours 
AND our Black neighbours?  

Elsje de Boer
Fauquier

Refuting Lisa 
Ross

Lisa Ross, in her lengthy letter to 
the editor (June 18) previous to the 
one recently published on July 16, 
portrayed everyone who practices 
social distancing and other COVID-19 
precautions as being mind-controlled, 
misled by bogus science and political 
machinations to believe that any 
restrictions due to the pandemic are 
actually necessary. As proof she cited 
Sweden, which did minimal lockdown, 
no facemasks, no social distancing; 
they just went on as before.

In my reply the following week I 
presented the data which refuted Ms. 
Ross. Sweden with no restrictions 
had infections hugely higher than the 
surrounding countries in Scandinavia 
that did enact restrictions and 
lockdown. Those figures are just as 
illuminating today. On Sunday July 
19, Sweden had 77,681 infections and 
5,619 deaths. The nations adjoining 
them, which did have lockdowns and 
restrictions, were: Denmark 13,173 
infections, 611 deaths; Norway 9,029 
infections and 255 deaths; Finland 
7,335 infections and 328 deaths. That 
is a huge difference. Sweden with 
no lockdown had 68,652 infections 
more than Norway, which did lock 
down. What’s more, the scientist who 
urged the government not to impose 
restrictions has since apologized and 
said he was wrong. The Swedish 
government opened an investigation 
into this ‘mistake.’

Sweden is larger than the other 
three Scandinavian countries, but if 
one adds the figures for Denmark, 
Norway and Finland together, they 

had 48,144 fewer infections and 4,425 
fewer deaths; yet these three countries 
combined have 6,271,087 more people 
than Sweden. These figures refute 
the claim that lockdown, restrictions 
and quarantines are unnecessary and 
oppressive.

Ms. Ross’s second letter now 
urges readers to examine the motives 
of those repudiating her claims, and 
whether they are “presenting verifiable 
data” or relying on ridicule and threats. 
Well, Ross ignores the verifiable data I 
presented which refuted her position, 
and while refusing to acknowledge 
that the platform on which she stood 
had collapsed, she comes back again 
repeating the same conspiracy threats.

Ross’s views are the same 
conspiracy theories pumped out on 
websites that are a pandemonium of 
conflicting claims and bogus evidence. 
The language of almost all these 
conspiracy theories is smug with self-
congratulations that the believer is ‘in 
the know’ as contrasted to us docile 
idiots who are believing the doctors 
and scientists.

Consider what she tells us: 
“Death rates did later start to rise but 
not from COVID-19 but from the 
lockdown,” citing suicide rates and 
unemployment. Is she proposing that in 
five months 145,000 people died from 
these factors? These deaths actually 
followed huge surges in infections and 
hospitalizations. Once again, the facts 
refute her. Of all the states presently 
afflicted with staggering infection rates, 
those with the highest infection figures 
are those which had little restrictions 
and reopened early. The worst example 
is Florida, which, with unfollowed 
voluntary restrictions, went from a 
few cases to infections that have nearly 
collapsed the Florida state hospital 
system. Take just this past week – here 
are the Florida totals, whose figures 
report new infections every 24 hours. 
Beginning July 13: Monday 12,624; 
Tuesday 10,181; Wednesday 13,398; 
Thursday 11,119; Friday 11,466; 
Saturday 10,328; Sunday (today) 
12,478. The previous weeks were 
nearly as bad. As a result of those in 
Florida not practicing restrictions, 
there are over 4,982 dead in a month. 
These figures from the US represent a 
discredited and disastrous approach.

Ross is trying to convince us of 
her belief that the hospitals and doctors 
are misrepresenting the occurrence of 
the virus in order to profit monetarily. 
Against this stands the sad reality so 
many healthcare professionals who 
are sacrificing so much, even their 
own health, to help the afflicted! 
(Consider 123 doctors died along with 
many nurses when Italy was fighting 
the virus.)

Further, she tells us that the 
whole COVID thing is a disguise for 
social engineering, which means, as I 
understand it from its proponents, an 
intent by hidden powers to dominate 
our lives, reducing us to automatons. 
Ross tells us this endeavour ends when 
we stop acquiescing to it, meaning just 
what she told us in her previous letter: 

throw away your masks, embrace 
anyone you choose, be free. Alas, many 
persons in the US and here believe and 
follow these dictates and the infection 
figures I cite (and they go on and on) 
are the result.

The rise in infections in the 
18- to 30-year-olds has led to grave 
complications, not only because a 
number of them get very sick, but 
because those who have no symptoms, 
despite being infected, have infected 
their families and friends. Doctors 
have been pleading that those who 
dislike any restrictions such as masks 
and social distancing are endangering 
others, but for Ross masks are an 
abridgement of her freedom. Well, so 
is the law requiring us to use seatbelts 
or helmets, or not smoke in restaurants 
and other public places. Those laws put 
responsibility above self-interest. What 
is the difference?

One more thing. In describing 
the deceits that characterize the use 
of COVID to promulgate power and 
profits for hospitals and doctors, Ross 
forgets that 219 countries, including 
many South Pacific islands, are being 
inundated with this virus. Are their 
hospitals and doctors all collaborating 
in this? And are they also part of this 
endeavour to use a viral disease to 
take over our lives through social 
engineering? Are the 4,025,065 persons 
thus far infected the victims of this 
hoax? And the 144,896 persons who 
have died, did they all suddenly die 
from unnamed factors because of 
a “financial incentive to diagnose 
COVID-19 rather than normal 
pneumonia or on symptoms common 
to other conditions.”

When Ross writes “the cure is 
worse than the disease,” she is repeating 
Donald Trump’s exact mantra for 
failing to implement social distancing, 
masks and lockdowns as needed. This 
in the face of the US having the highest 
infection rate in the world and 63,636 
new infections within 24 hours as of 
July 22, which Trump continues to 
ignore or minimalize.

The national and international 
statistics are truly horrifying. Yet all 
Ross can tell us is that we have been 
the fools of “pseudo-science and fear-
mongering and have allowed our lives 
to be turned upside down.” She is 
ignoring tons of facts while counselling 
others to toss aside precautions that 
could save their lives.

Richard Caniell
New Denver
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Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work, 
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal

WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS
359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539

3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

The CARPENTER CREEK LAST WISHES Society
Welcomes you to join us for our AGM

THURSDAY AUGUST 13th  7 PM
Outdoors on a deck with social distancing (or in the event 

of inclement weather, via Zoom.)

at 713 8th Ave, New Denver, BC

Come and learn more about the exciting new development 
our Green Burial Committee.

Please call Shawna: 250-777-1974
(for more information or to confirm your attendance so we 

can prepare adequate seating)

VILLAGE OF 
NEW DENVER
PUBLIC NOTICES

115 Slocan Avenue · P.O. Box 40, New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
(250) 358-2316 · office@newdenver.ca · www.newdenver.ca

REGIONAL ENERGY EFFICIENCY 
PROGRAM 

The Regional District of Central Kootenay (RDCK) launched a 
new version of its Regional Energy Efficiency Program (REEP) 
– Home Renovation Program called ‘REEP – SaveNow.’ This 
program offers RDCK residents (both homeowners and renters) 
access to free energy savings products. Customers can choose 
any or all of the products available, from a fridge thermometer 
and retractable clothesline, to weatherstripping, to a free pro-
grammable or smart home thermostat. To view the products 
available and request your free energy savings package, visit: 
https://rdcksavenow.ca/.

BEARS & GARBAGE
According to WildSafeBC, garbage is the most reported attrac-
tant involved in human-bear conflicts. A reminder for residents 
to keep garbage secure until morning of collection, manage 
your fruit trees by picking fruit as it ripens or use an electric 
fence to protect fruit trees, feed pets indoors, and bring bird 
feeders inside from April to November. If you have questions 
about how to best manage your attractants, please reach out 
to the WildSafeBC Community Coordinator, Cora Skaien, at 
newdenver@wildsafebc.com or at 778-987-3652. 

If you require assistance with picking excess fruit from your 
backyard trees, please contact Bree Lillies at Harvest Share - 
250-354-812.  Report any wildlife conflict to the Conservation 
Officer Service at 1-877-952-7277.

RESIDENTIAL GARBAGE
Municipal garbage collection takes place every Tuesday for res-
idential properties in New Denver.  Residents are reminded that 
solid waste must be bagged (in a manageable size and weight), 
tagged and placed in a garbage can before being placed curb-
side for collection. Please do not place residential garbage 
and/or recycling into bear-proof garbage bins designated 
for visitors or public day use. If required, additional garbage 
tags are available for purchase at the Village Office.

RDCK RECYCLING PROGRAM
The RDCK has joined the Recycle BC (RBC) program and 
accepts new materials including plastic bags and Styrofoam. 
RBC is a Product Stewardship Program mandated to collect and 
recycle residential printed paper and packaging. For information 
regarding the new materials and categories, check the RBC 
Depot Guide. The opening date for the recycling depot in New 
Denver is July 27-August 1. For any questions or concerns, 
please call the RDCK office at 1-800-268-7325. 

NEW EMERGENCY 
NOTIFICATIONS SYSTEM 

The RDCK is rolling out a new Emergency Notifications System 
called Voyent Alert. The official launch date is July 21st, but the 
system is already operational, and residents can sign up online 
at https://rdck.ca/emergencynotifications.

by Kathy Hartman
• Council voted to invite members 

of the public to join regular council 
meetings again, with some restrictions. 
People wishing to attend should 
contact the Village office in advance. A 
maximum of two groups of up to two 

New Denver council, July 14: Zincton tour report
members of the public may be safely 
accommodated in council chambers at 
any one time. Preference will be given 
to those appearing as a delegation or 
making a request of council. When the 
demand for public participation exceeds 
capacity, an alternate meeting location 
such as Bosun Hall may be arranged. 

• Staff from the government’s 
Mountain Resorts Branch (MRB) came 
for a look at the proposed site for the 
Zincton Mountain Village in mid-July. 
They were accompanied by developer 
David Harley, Mayor Leonard Casely, 

Councillor Colin Moss, RDCK Area 
H Director Walter Popoff and RDCK 
General Manager of Development 
Services Sangita Sudan. 

“The impression I got is that the 
MRB people just wanted to get a first-
hand look at the area involved rather 
than be looking at maps all the time,” 
Moss said. “My feeling so far is that 
this thing is so early on that nobody has 
nearly enough information to make any 
informed decisions.”

An Expression of Interest (EOI) 
for the proposed project has been 
submitted, and is the first of three steps 
in the all-season resort development 
application process. The next step is 
a formal proposal, and the third step 
is a master plan. If the master plan is 
approved, the Province will enter into 
a master development agreement with 
the proponent.

• A letter from Craig Pettit of the 
Valhalla Wilderness Society (VWS) 
summarizes the VWS submission to the 
Mountain Resorts Branch opposing the 
proposed Zincton development. They 
believe that the Zincton resort town, 
lodge and Crown lands application 
should be rejected outright, and that 
there should be no further commercial 
tenures in the Highway 31A corridor. 
They warn that further commercial 
recreation in Whitewater Valley will 
drive grizzlies out and end grizzly 
bear viewing, and that winter use will 
negatively impact grizzlies, wolverines 
and mountain goats. They believe that 
accommodations for visitors to the area 
should be in New Denver and Kaslo. If 
the application is not rejected outright, 
they suggest there needs to be a major 
independent environmental assessment. 

• An update on the proposed 
Denver Siding boundary extension was 
provided by planner Jessica Rayner. Info 
packages were sent to owners of the 47 
private properties within the proposed 
extension area. Owners of 19 of the 
properties are in favour of the extension, 
and owners of four of the properties are 
opposed. The other owners have not 
registered their support or opposition 
with the Village. The common thread 
for those opposed is a concern over an 
increase in property taxes. However, fire 
insurance premiums should decrease 
for Denver Siding residents, as new fire 
hydrants would be installed under the 
extension agreement. 

The Village will submit the proposal 
to the ministry by the end of the summer 
and hope to hear back by fall.

The boundary extension proposal 
is the culmination of a decades-long 
discussion about the Denver Siding 
water situation. Denver Siding residents 
have been on a boil water advisory 
for many years. Their homes will be 
connected to the Village water system 
if the boundary extension is approved. 

• Building in New Denver is up 
from last year, according to the Building 
Permit Activity Report presented by 
Jessica Rayner, community planner. 
Ten permits were applied for between 
January and June this year compared 
to three at this time last year. There are 
two institutional renovations – Lucerne 
Elementary Secondary School childcare 
centre and the Silvery Slocan Museum 
building. There are four residential 
renovations and/ or additions and the old 
Japanese United Church on Kildare is 
slated for demolition. This year’s report 
does not include the major renovation 
currently under way at Knox Hall, as the 

project was included in the 2019 report. 
There is a plan in the works to apply for 
funding to increase the accessibility of 
Knox Hall this year.

• Chief Administrative Officer 
Catherine Allaway received approval 
from council to apply for a new 
Infrastructure Planning Grant to improve 
Village policy and standards to provide 
more clarity to potential land developers. 
This should help smooth out the process 
for local development while attracting 
investment and promoting growth 
within the municipality.

• The gym at the Slocan Community 
Health Centre now has LED lighting, 
provided by Interior Health. 

• Richard Allin stepped down as the 
Village’s representative on the Rosebery 
Parklands and Trail Commission so he 
can serve as the appointee from RDCK 
Area H. Councillor Gerald Wagner 
has served as the Village’s alternate 
representative since 2019 and was 
appointed as the Village’s representative.

• The Village has posted its 
COVID-19 safety plans for all municipal 
workplaces and facilities: the village 
office, the public works shop, Centennial 
Campground, Nikkei Internment 
Memorial Centre and the vault toilets. 
The plans are posted on the Village 
website. 

• The federal gas tax funding was 
sent to municipalities early this year to 
help them recover from the pandemic 
as quickly as possible while respecting 
public health guidelines. The Village will 
receive $75,043.97 by mid-July. The 
money can be used for infrastructure, 
culture, tourism, sport and/or recreation.

• Council cancelled the July 28, 
August 25 and December 22 council 
meetings.

by Jan McMurray
The newly refreshed slocanvalley.

com is now live, with a large collection 
of striking photographs and everything 
you ever wanted to know about the 
Slocan Valley.

“Most of the information from 
the original website is still there, but 
the content has been refreshed,” says 
Ron LeBlanc, Slocan Valley economic 
development coordinator.

The heart theme throughout the 
site “shows the heart of the Slocan 
Valley, and that we are a community 
that is values-based,” LeBlanc says.

The quantity and quality of the 
photos on the site is remarkable. “We 
wanted the site to be rich with images 
exclusively from the valley,” LeBlanc 
said, “and we especially wanted to 
show the faces of the valley.”

Refreshed slocanvalley.com website goes live
Indeed, as residents navigate 

through the site, they will be sure to 
find some familiar faces.

LeBlanc took on the job of 
finding the images. “It was definitely 
a community effort to find all those 
photos,” he says. “A special thank you 
to all the contributors and a special 
mention to local photographers Joel 
Pelletier and Jesse Schpakowski.”

The website continues to focus 
on supporting new and existing 
residents who want to start a business 
or career in the valley, LeBlanc said. 
“There’s lots of resources to start a 
business, find work, and get involved 
in the community. The website really 
supports the economic development 
work we are doing in the Slocan 
Valley.”

LeBlanc said the site doesn’t focus 
so much on tourism, because the new 
Arrow Slocan Tourism Association 
is developing a tourism website. 
Work will continue on updating 
the website’s Valley Directory, and 
businesses and organizations are 
encouraged to sign up or update their 
listings themselves.

The team members behind the 
website are: Brad Higham of Collabo 
Consulting as web developer; Shauna 
Fidler of Design Farm as designer; 
Karen Kornelsen of Karen G Creative 
as copywriter; and Ron LeBlanc of the 
Slocan Valley Economic Development 
Partnership as project manager. 
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by Barbara Curry Mulcahy
• Nicol Berinstein and Bernie 

Penner of Penco Engineering gave a 
presentation on a proposed renovation 
at 501 Harold that would transform the 
former Slocan City Trading shop into the 
Slocan City Hotel. This new business 
proposal in the core commercial district 
met with council’s approval. For years, 
council has expressed a need for a hotel 
in Slocan.

Owned by “Johnny Tornado” 
Pettigrew, the building is being 
renovated into a hotel with five rooms, 
a two-bedroom basement suite and a 32-
seat restaurant and coffee shop.

The renovation will require a number 
of encroachments on both the Harold 
St. and Delany Ave. road allowances. 
The encroachments on Harold St. will 
allow an entrance deck and accessibility 
ramp on the ground floor and an 8’ 7” 
deck with roof on the second floor. The 
encroachment on Delaney Ave. will 
allow a 5’ basement fire staircase and 
a 5’ deck with roof on the second floor. 
Column footings for both encroachments 
will be poured below grade farther out on 
the road allowance. 

Council authorized staff to execute 
a long-term encroachment with the 
stipulations that $500 be paid for an 
encroachment application fee; that the 
owner pay an annual fee of 10% of 
the assessed value of the leased land; 
and that the owner/ developer adhere 
to all municipal bylaws, governing 

legislation, municipal plans (including 
the Harold Street Plan) and construct 
to all WorkSafeBC standards, including 
installation of safety fencing and the 
directing of traffic, if applicable, during 
construction. 

• To facilitate the Slocan Affordable 
Housing Project, council gave two 
readings to a zoning amendment, OCP 
amendment and Road Closure and 
Dedication Removal bylaw. The plan 
is to build 6-10 housing units for low-
income families on eight vacant Village-
owned lots between Springer and Slocan 
Streets and Giffin Ave. Currently the 
five lots on Slocan St. are zoned C1: 
Highway Commercial and the three lots 
on Springer are zoned R1: Residential. 
The bylaws will result in all eight lots 
consolidated into one, and zoned R3: 
multi-Family Residential - Affordable 
Housing. There is an overgrown, unused 
laneway between the two that would be 
part of the consolidation.

• CFO Colin McClure presented 
the Village’s 2019 Annual Report and 
Statement of Financial Information 
(SOFI). Successes for the year include 
replacing the Main Street waterline, 
progress on a multi-family housing 
development, and the ongoing 
partnership with New Denver, Silverton 
and RDCK Area H on economic 
development in the valley. The Village 
is still working out how to replace the 
water treatment plant on Gwillim Creek: 
how and where to source a new water 

supply is being studied. All preliminary 
work and required consultations for the 
microhydro project have been completed 
but the project is at a standstill because 
BC Hydro is no longer required to buy 
Slocan’s power and the Village has not 
yet found another buyer. The report will 
be considered at the next council meeting 
on August 10. The SOFI was approved as 
presented. Both documents are available 
for the public to view.

• Dave Fredrickson requested 
permission to make a presentation 
to council on the need for a bylaw 
to prevent unauthorized camping in 
the village. CAO Michelle Gordon 
reported that after much discussion, 
council felt Frederickson’s concerns 
were already being addressed in the 
traffic/ boulevards bylaw that prohibits 
people from camping on road right-of-
ways. Staff are working on signage and 
obtaining RCMP assistance. 

• An email from 10 local businesses, 
half in Slocan and half in Winlaw, was 
sent to the RDCK and copied to the 
Village. The businesses called for the 
RDCK “to put commercial recycling 
bins in our communities.” The recent 
changes restrict commercial recycling 
to corrugated cardboard only and require 
that commercial recycling be taken 
to depots in New Denver or Crescent 
Valley. The email said driving cardboard 
to the distant depots would be too 
expensive and that having to put non-
cardboard recyclables in the garbage was 

not environmentally friendly. 
• Council agreed to write a letter to 

CBT supporting the Slocan Legion’s 
project to purchase and install seven heat 
pump units for the Silvery Slocan Legion 
Hall. Council also agreed to contribute 
$6,250 – 25% of the $25,000 project. The 
contribution will come from the RDCK 
Community Development Fund. The 
Village owns the Legion Hall.

• Council agreed to donate $175 from 
the RDCK Discretionary Grant Fund to 
the Slocan Valley Historical Society 
for electrical upgrading to the Slocan 
Valley Archives room. The Slocan Valley 
Heritage Trail Society’s request for 
a CBT Community Initiatives grant 
extension for its Vegetation Management 
Project was approved.

• Council agreed that the Central 
Kootenay Invasive Species Society could 
set up a ‘Clean, Drain, Dry’ education 
booth on July 25 at the Slocan waterfront 
to educate watercraft enthusiasts about 
the simple actions that can be taken 
to protect our water from the harmful 
impacts of invasive species.

• The Slocan Valley Economic 
Development Progress Report for June 
was received. Along with working 
on economic resilience planning for 
Slocan and working on food security in 
the Valley, the economic development 
coordinator held last mile fibre optic 
connectivity discussions with the 
Columbia Basin Broadband Corporation 
and the Province. 

• Council received 11 items for 
information. An email from Sherry 
Ridout of Citizens for Safe Technology 
about the implications of 5G encouraged 
council to “choose the fastest, safest, 
most energy-efficient and cyber-secure 
data delivery system… fibre-optics 
connected directly to each premise.” 

• This year, the Union of BC 
Municipalities Annual Convention 
will be held virtually. Mayor Lunn 
and Councillors Joel Pelletier and Ezra 
Bull will attend. Since there will be no 
travel and accommodation, the Village 
will save on expenses. Village staff 
were directed to complete conference 
registration.

Slocan council, July 13: Support for Slocan City Hotel proposal

submitted
The Silverton Co-work Society has 

received a provincial Rural Community 
Development Grant to take The Lift, as 
the Silverton co-work space is known, 
from a lean start-up to a fully operational 
facility.

“We are excited to receive the Rural 
Community Development Grant and 
look forward to collaboration with the 
Hammond family, owners of the Silverton 
General Store, to bring this project to 
fruition,” says board president George 
Meier. “Since the original conception 
of a co-work space in Silverton, the lean 
start-up enabled us to get our feet wet, 
gauge the service need in the community, 
and have a clearer idea of next steps. This 
grant will be used to move ahead with 
development of a permanent space.”

The Lift opened its doors last 
November in the former Zion United 
Church in Silverton, offering shared 
workspace, high-speed internet, and 
larger group meeting space. Hours and 
services constituted a lean start-up with 
volunteer staff. 

When the church building was sold, 
the directors sought alternate space, but 
decided in the end to devote resources 
toward development of a permanent 
location for The Lift in the former 
Silverton General Store according to the 
original business plan. However, instead 

Silverton Co-work Society receives 
Rural Community Development Grant

of renovating an unused area on the 
second floor of the building as originally 
proposed, the board is investigating the 
potential for a 1,000-square-foot space 
for The Lift on the main floor.

The objective of this phase of 
development is preparation for operating 
The Lift at full capacity. This will 
require a part-time staff person to 
oversee and manage operations during 
the transition, increase promotion and 
marketing, recruit members and users, 
and foster collaborative relationships 
with Community Futures, Kootenay 
Association for Science and Technology, 
and the Slocan Valley Economic 
Development Commission. These 
organizations have all expressed interest 
in providing training opportunities for 
local individuals, businesses, and non-
profits.

Grant funds will also be used to 
engage professional services such as 
an architect and engineer as well as 
construction contractors and tradespeople 
to carry out tenant improvements and 
renovations.

Suppor t  f rom indiv idua ls , 
organizations, and businesses in the 
community has been invaluable. 
Donations have been particularly 
appreciated as they can be matched with 
grant funding as The Lift seeks to increase 
capacity.

by Maureen Gough
Clemintine and her 93 friends need 

your help. They all live at Piece of Heaven 
Project (POHP), a farm animal sanctuary 
in Burton established by Mark and Sharon 
Starmer. They are facing a lean winter if 
a GoFundMe campaign does not result in 
donations to purchase enough hay for feed.

Clemintine and her friends need hay
Andi Gabb, vice-chair and chief 

fundraiser for the POHP says that COVID-19 
has made fundraising very difficult this year. 
In spite of that, they are just about halfway 
to their goal of the $7,000 that is needed to 
purchase 1,500 bales of hay for the animals 
at the sanctuary. “Drop-dead time for our 
fundraising is around the end of September, 

before the winter snow sets in,” he says, and 
adds that people have been very generous 
so far.

Like others at the not-for-profit 
sanctuary, Clementine was in danger of 
being put down before being rescued by the 
Starmers. However, POHP is not an animal 
rescue; it is a place to connect with animals 
and understand veganism. The animals come 
from a variety of backgrounds, and will stay 
at the sanctuary in peace for the rest of their 
lives. The purpose of POHP is to support the 
vegan community by providing a retreat, and 
to promote the adoption of a compassionate 
and considerate lifestyle.

For more information or to book a 
tour, contact www.pohpsanctuary.com. To 
contribute to the GoFundMe campaign, visit: 
https://gf.me/v/c/ltjh/help-fill-the-hay-barn 
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by John Boivin,  Local 
Journalism Initiative reporter

Kaslo’s mayor says council 
will be writing a letter to the 
provincial government asking 
why it was snubbed in a recent 
announcement on extended care 
beds for seniors.

“They were promised to 
us 20 years ago, when 10 beds 
were put in place in Kaslo,” says 
Mayor Suzan Hewat. “We were 
operating on the assumption we 
would be in line for an additional 
10 beds.”

The Province announced in 
mid-month it was adding 495 
long-term care beds to meet the 
needs of the senior population 
in the Interior Health region. It 

Consternation after Kaslo overlooked in long-term care announcement
said the increase was the largest 
announced in over 15 years.

But the beds are earmarked 
for Vernon, Kamloops, Kelowna 
– and 75 for Nelson. 

Others in Kaslo lobbying 
for the beds say that community 
should have been given some of 
that allotment.

“We’re fed up with it,” 
says Val Koenig, who has been 
leading a lobbying effort for 
more beds since 2000. “After 
they built the first 10, they said 
they would build another 10 in 
2001 or 2002, and the plans were 
drawn up. Since then they have 
ignored every attempt we’ve 
made to contact them. Minister 
Dix, basically nothing.”

Mayor Hewat says they 
aren’t giving up hope the 
community can get some of 
that new money. She says Kaslo 
can accommodate those seniors’ 
needs, and the physical space 
is available at the community 
health centre.

A n d  s h e  s a y s  t h e 
announcement that beds would 
be going to Nelson doesn’t 
mean it’s a done deal. She notes 
Interior Health has only issued 
five requests for proposals 
(RFPs) for the beds that will be 
evaluated in the fall. A decision 
will be awarded in early 2021.

“There’s an intake process 

that will go on, so we’re going 
to write a letter to the ministry… 
and see if there’s any possibility 
that 10 of those can be diverted 
to construction in Kaslo to fulfill 
that 20-year-old promise,” 
says Hewat. “If we don’t ask 
the question, we don’t have a 
chance.”

Hewat says Kaslo has a 
good case for more beds.

“We meet the threshold for 
having 30% of our population 
as seniors, so it’s definitely 
needed,” she says. “We have 
a lot of seniors who are being 
displaced from their community 
to be cared for elsewhere. And 

in many cases their friends 
and family are old as well, 
and their options for visits are 
quite limited, especially in the 
wintertime.

“It’s not right we have to 
travel.”

She says more extended care 
beds are essential for the long-
term viability of communities 
like Kaslo.

“We need to advocate for 
our seniors. They matter as much 
as seniors from the big cities – in 
our case, Nelson. It’s great for 
Nelson, but it really speaks to 
economic development as well. 
It provides good employment 

for people. We need to have 
those beds.”

Kaslo council has been 
lobbying for senior governments 
to recognize the need for more 
in-community seniors’ care, and 
has developed a resolution to 
that effect. It’s been forwarded 
to this year’s UBCM convention 
for debate.

The Province says it is 
investing more than $1 billion 
over three years to improve 
care for seniors, including 
investments in primary care, 
home health, long-term care, 
assisted living and respite 
services.

by John Boivin, Local 
Journalism Initiative reporter

Wildfire officials are 
urging residents of the West 
Kootenay to be cautious as a 
recent heat wave quickly dries 
the region’s forests, increasing 
the chances of forest fires.

“We would like to remind 
people to be extra cautious,” 
says Roslyn Johnson, a 
communication specialist with 
the Southeast Fire Centre. 
“With hot and dry conditions, 
the forests and grass become 
more susceptible to wildfires.”

Locals haven’t had to 
worry much about forest 
fires to date this year. A cool 
spring, followed by a very wet 
June and early July, kept the 
forests green and damp, says 
Johnson. 

“This year, cool and wet 
weather delayed the increase 
of fire weather indices,” 
Johnson told the Valley Voice. 
“Fuel moisture remained 
above average into mid-July 
and therefore fire behaviour 
conditions remained below 
normal in most areas. The fire 
danger has reflected this and 
has remained reduced in most 
areas until the recent heat.”

That changes quickly as 
temperatures rise, she says.

“Fine fuels (grasses, 
needles, and small twigs) dry 
out quickly, especially in an 
environment where the wind 
can maintain a continuous 
source of dry air,” she noted. 
“For example, fine fuels will 
dry quicker in an open field 
than under a closed canopy of 
trees. Larger fuels and those 
found deeper in the forest floor 

Forests dry quickly as summer gets started in West Kootenay
take longer to dry.”

BC’s Wildfire Service has 
approximately 45 weather 
stations in the Southeast 
Fire Centre which report 
weather data daily. This data 
is analyzed by a fire behaviour 
analyst in order to understand 
potential fire behaviour given 
the weather and fuel moisture 
content and to predict the fire 
danger rating. 

As of last Thursday, about 
half of those stations are 
indicating moderate or above 
fire danger ratings, with more 
showing extreme conditions 
every day.

T h a t  b e c a m e  m o r e 
apparent last week when the 
SEFC banned Category 2 and 
3 fires (larger than a metre 
in width) last Friday. The 
prohibition does not apply to 
campfires (no larger than 0.5 
metres high and 0.5 metres 
in width for the purpose of 

cooking or heating).
“ A s  w e  m o v e  i n t o 

warmer and dryer weather it’s 
important that we all do our 
part to reduce human-caused 
wildfires,” adds Johnson. 
“Every year about one quarter 
of all wildfires in BC are 
caused by irresponsible fire 
use. Members of the public can 
ensure they don’t contribute to 
the problem by adhering to 
some common-sense rules 
around campfire safety.”

• Keep your campfire to 
half-metre by half-metre. 
Have a shovel and eight litres 
of water on hand to extinguish 
the fire.

• Remove all leaves, 
twigs and other flammable 
material from the area around 
where you plan to light your 
campfire.

• Never have a campfire 
when it’s windy.

• Always ensure that a fire 

is cool to the touch before you 
leave the campsite for any 
length of time or go to bed 
for the night. Hot embers can 
reignite, especially in warm 
weather.

•  Never  leave  your 
campfire unattended.

• Anyone who leaves a 
campfire unattended for any 
length of time may be fined 
up to $1,150 while anyone 
whose campfire causes a 
wildfire may also be subject 
to a penalty of $100,000 and 
one year in jail along with any 
costs associated with fighting 
the fire and damages.

• Educate yourself on 
current campfire regulations 
before you head into the 
backcountry. Check with 
local authorities and at www.
bcwildfire.ca to find out if 
there are any fire prohibitions 
in the area.

by Maureen Gough
Silverton council adopted 

the 2019 Annual Report 
and Statement of Financial 
Information at a special meeting 
July 15.

In his message, Mayor Jason 
Clarke says: “Council’s job is 
to find out what services and 
what service levels folks in the 
community want and how much 
they are willing to pay for them. 
Council then sets those service 
levels via policies and bylaws. 
Lastly Council ensures staff has 
the resources they need to deliver 
on those service levels.”

Council had 27 priorities 
for last year in four categories 
– advocacy and partnerships, 
economic and social initiatives, 
green infrastructure and 
organizational strategies. 

The top six priorities 
were updating the Official 
Community Plan (OCP), getting 
internet to homes, ongoing 
asset management, working 
on the boat launch and ramp, 
enhancing Silverton downtown 
and upgrading Creekside 
Campground. 

Council was successful in 
meeting many of these priorities. 

Silverton council adopts 2019 Annual Report
The community engagement for 
the OCP update was completed. 
The Village entered into an 
agreement with the Columbia 
Basin Broadband Corporation 
to bring fibre-optic cable for 
broadband up the valley. Phase 
two of the Asset Management 
Program was implemented. The 
initial wildfire mitigation program 
was completed, and funding was 
received for a subregional Fire 
Smart/ Fire Resiliency program. 
In partnership with other 
municipalities and organizations 
in the region, council worked on 
climate adaptation and climate 
change resiliency.

“These priorities provide a 
lens through which we review 
opportunities that arise,” says 
Mayor Clarke. “That way, we 
make best use of new programs 
or funding in the context of our 
long-term goals.”

The Village had total 
revenues in 2019 of $956,272 and 
total debt of $831,736, leaving 
a surplus of over $100,000. 
The total accumulated surplus 
is $3,563,917; up more than 
$125,000 from 2018. 

The largest sources of 
income for the Village were 

unconditional grants ($291,153), 
conditional grants for specific 
programs ($324,027) and taxes 
($163,722). All three of these 
sources increased from the 
previous year, which resulted in 
an increase in revenue.

Mayor and council received 
a total of $17,000 in wages (the 
mayor receives a stipend of 
$5,000 per year and councilors 
receive $3,000 per year), with 
$14,634 in expenses. Total wages 
for all Village employees was just 
about $220,000.

T h e  t h r e e  l a r g e s t 
expenses during 2019 were 
general operating ($255,123), 
protective services ($210, 297) 
and transportation services 
($133,336). While the last two 
categories increased from 2018, 
the general operating expenses 
were lower.

Mayor Clarke states in the 
report: “Silverton is very fortunate 
– we have an amazing staff. They 
are dedicated, hardworking, 
resourceful, intelligent and 
passionate people. They manage 
to do a lot with very little and as a 
result we have a thriving, vibrant, 
beautiful community that we are 
all lucky enough to call home.”
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With the weather heating up, more 

and more people are flocking to lakes 
and rivers across the Regional District 
of Central Kootenay (RDCK) to cool off 
and have fun. To educate the public on 
water safety and drowning prevention, 
the RDCK has created a new summer 
initiative called the Water Safety 
Ambassador program.

Officially launched on July 2, the 
goal of the Water Safety Ambassador 
program is to promote drowning 
prevention and water safety through fun 
physical distance games and activities, 
and by providing educational material. 
Water Safety Ambassadors have been 
visiting beaches throughout the RDCK 

RDCK introduces Water Safety Ambassador program
over the last three weeks and will 
continue to have a presence at as many 
beaches as possible within the RDCK 
this summer.

In light of recent events, it is 
imperative that everyone, residents and 
visitors alike, understand the inherent 
danger they take when swimming and 
playing in our lakes and rivers. On 
average there are 76 drowning deaths per 
year in British Columbia and drowning 
is a leading cause of death for children 
in the province.

Water levels at beaches across the 
RDCK are unseasonably high this year. 
The potential for strong currents and 
undertows is unpredictable. Supervise 
your children at all times and if you, 

your child, a family member or friend 
cannot swim, ensure they are wearing 
an approved personal flotation device.

The new program has already 
garnered the attention of the National 
Drowning Prevention Coalition, who 
have invited the RDCK and its Water 
Safety Ambassador staff to apply for 
the 2020 National Drowning Prevention 
Coalition (NDPC) drowning prevention 
award. RDCK staff has also been invited 
to present at the virtual 2020 National 
Drowning Prevention Symposium. 

“The Water Safety Ambassadors 
engage with community members both 
in person while physically distancing 
and via social media platforms to create 
awareness and educate the public on 

drowning prevention and water safety,” 
said Lisa Dear, Aquatic Programmer, 
RDCK. “With the interest and attention 
this program is getting and recognition 

from the National Drowning Prevention 
Coalition, this program could be the 
catalyst to start programs like this across 
Canada.”

The Saddle Mountain Lookout 
Trail is finally open for hiking again. 
It’s been closed since June 2018, when a 
violent windstorm resulted in hundreds 
of trees blown down around the trail.

Interfor, which holds the timber 
licence for this forest, harvested the 
salvageable timber in the blowdown 
area – and restored the hiking trail, 
expanded the current trailhead parking 
lot, and developed a new trailhead with 
a parking lot further up the branch road. 
They also helped to install new pit 
toilets at both trailheads.

“The Nakusp and Area Community 
Trails Society would like to express 
appreciation to Interfor, R & A Logging 
Contractors and Galena Contracting 
for their consultation and collaboration 
with the society and the local hiking 
community,” says NACTS president 
Barb Chwachka. “They amended their 
harvest plan to reduce the impacts 
of logging on the hiking trail and the 
surrounding forest aesthetics.”

Chwachka says the company 
agreed to a larger buffer of trees around 
the trail and a reduced number of trail 
crossings.

“While the logging activity is still 
apparent in some sections of the trail, 
we feel this is a positive example of 
cooperation and engagement with local 

industry representatives who worked 
diligently to find effective solutions for 
a win-win plan,” said Chwachka.

The road to the second trailhead 
remains rough, Chwachka warns, 

and high clearance 4x4 vehicles are 
recommended.

“Go take a hike and let us know 
your thoughts!” she says. Contact the 
society at nakusptrails@gmail.com.

Saddle Mountain Lookout Trail reopens

With temperatures in the mid-30s finally arriving in the West Kootenay, locals and visitors alike starting tubing down the Slocan River last weekend. The river is a little faster 
than usual this time of year, so be safe if you take the plunge!
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Nakusp’s Marina has a new lease on life thanks to work done earlier this month to install a new breakwater. Nearly 60,000 pounds (30,000 kilograms) of plastic pipe and heavy chain were 
assembled together like giant Lego pieces by a Graham Marine Construction crew over the course of several days. Six sections of giant plastic pipe were first linked together, threaded 
through with the chain (each link of which weighs 100 pounds or 45 kilos) and slowly pushed into the lake. When all the pieces were assembled, the 300-foot (100-metre) structure was 
towed out into the lake, and moved around to fit into position. The old breakwater was then removed. Last fall, Village council feared the imminent loss of the decrepit breakwater at the 

marina would mean an end to the important public facility; the $330,000 project, spearheaded by Nakusp Mayor Tom Zeleznik, should keep the marina usable for decades to come. 
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submitted
New Denver and area now 

has a full-on Culinary Tool 
Library. Under the auspices of 
the Healthy Community Society 
of the North Slocan Valley, in 
cooperation with Harvest Share, 
this resource makes an array of 
food processing tools, as well as 
rat traps, available to community 
members for a small fee.

Gitta Ridder was recently 
hired as tool librarian, and is 
happy to be part of helping our 
communities become ever more 
self-reliant when it comes to 
food. “I love to process food and 
herbs myself,” she says, “so this 
work is a natural for me and I 
am delighted to have taken on 
this job.”

T h e  t o o l s  a v a i l a b l e 
are canners, crocks, cyclone New Culinary Tools Librarian Gitta Ridder gets familiar with all the equipment 

available for community use.

Culinary Tool Library set up in New Denver
seeder, food dehydrators, food 
processors, mandolins, meat 
grinder, grain grinder, sausage 
stuffer, smoker, steam juicers, 
stock pot, and pressure canner, as 
well as rat traps and a market tent.

A booth will be set up at the 
Friday Market in New Denver 
on Friday, July 31 so people 
can see what all is available. 
After that, tools will be loaned 
out on Tuesdays 4-6 pm, and 
on Fridays 11 am-1 pm. They 
will be distributed from a white 
utility trailer located up the alley 
across from the liquor store in 
New Denver (down the alley 
from the Friday Market). Tools 
are returned to the same place. 

Ridder will be there to sign 
out and receive the returned 
tools and explain how it all 
works. Tools will be available 

for specified periods, and must be 
returned clean and undamaged.

The Healthy Community 
Society is excited to be 

undertaking this initiative as part 
of its mandate to support “food 
security, self-reliance, healthy 
people, a heathy environment, 
and a thriving local economy.”

You can just show up at 

the trailer (that’s the preferred 
way), but if you need more 
information, you can email 
culinarytoollibraryhcs@gmail.
com or text: 250-505-6472 
(include name & CTLibrary).
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by Jan McMurray
A co-working space in Kaslo 

has been open since mid-June in the 

While walking down New Denver’s main street close to the museum, you might notice names 
of historic boats painted on the sidewalk. This is a new museum exhibit, showing the name, 

dates and length of some of the large boats once operating on Slocan Lake.

Kaslo co-work space operating on trial basis in Kemball Centre
Village-owned Kemball Centre, the 
former provincial building on 4th 
Avenue near Front Street.

Jean-Marc La Flamme is 
taking the lead on the initiative. 
He started the Mountain Colab 

in Revelstoke five years ago, and 
has recently moved to Kaslo. He 
is working on a business plan 
for the co-work space, called 
the Kootenay Co-working and 
Innovation Centre, and plans to 
present the plan at the August 11 
council meeting.

He sees a lot of potential in 
the initiative.

“The bonus is that the Village 
owns the building and Kaslo 
infoNet has its data centres in the 
basement,” he said.

The cowork space occupies 
the top floor (former courtroom) 
and some offices on the main floor. 
Furniture belonging to the Village 
was already there, so the centre 
was able to open as soon as council 
approved it on a trial basis.

There has been a good 
response from the community. 
“We have 15 members, so it’s a 
good start,” he says. “It will grow 
as we spread the word.”

Among the members are 
graphic designers, an information 
technician, an environmental 
scientist, an engineer, a software 
engineer, and a couple of 
community organizations. 

La Flamme says it will be 
up to the members to decide how 
the centre evolves. “Some want 
creative space and others want 
retail space. The business plan is 
about options for the next three to 
six months. It will take time – we’ll 
go at it phase by phase.”

Councillor Kellie Knoll says 
the idea for the cowork space was 
floated at a meeting of Kaslo’s 
COVID Recovery Committee. 
“We thought it was a great idea for 
the building, which is under-used 
and has the best fibre-optic internet 
in Canada in the basement,” said 
Knoll. “The committee is looking 
at ways to immediately kickstart 
the economy, and also to start 
working on a different economy 
that we can rely on. We thought 
the co-work space would be the 
perfect avenue to showcase Kaslo’s 
fibre-optic internet.” 

Council has approved the 
co-work space in the Kemball 
building on a trial basis, rent free. 
The Kaslo infoNet Society is 
providing the cowork space with 
internet at no cost. “That shows a 
big commitment to it,” Knoll noted.

The website for the Kootenay 
Coworking and Innovation Centre 
is found at Kootenays.org.

Rowena 
Eloise 
April 3rd, 1937 – 
July 15th, 2020 
Rowena Eloise of Planet Earth, 
and most recently of Nelson, 
British Columbia (Kiwanis 
Villa), but before that Argenta, 
British Columbia which she 

called home for over 30 years, passed over peacefully on July 
15th, 2020, at her home, surrounded by her loved ones. She also 
lived in Kaslo, British Columbia; Priest River, Idaho; Portland, 
Oregon; Tripoli, Libya; Michigan, and many more places. At one 
point she called a school bus home, which enabled her to travel 
and experience the vast continent of North America extensively 
in the 1970s. 
Born April 3rd, 1937 in Howell Michigan to Eloise and Danial 
Lamet, Rowena was the oldest of four children and was brought 
up to believe that there was nothing she could not do. She 
attended Wayne State University after high school and obtained a 
teacher’s degree specializing in English Literature and the Visual 
Arts. 
Rowena was passionate and engaged in life since the day she 
was born. She took her role as a human being seriously and 
never gave up on anything. She was committed to leading by 
example and spent her time ceaselessly advocating for social 
and environmental equality. Whether it was justice for African 
Americans through the White Panthers during the 1960s, or 
helping to save the pristine alpine with the Jumbo Wild Coalition 
in the 1990s and 2000s, her persistence was relentless. She 
started, supported, and maintained endless initiatives, groups, 
organizations, and events, all with a passion to do everything she 
could to help the world be a better place. 
In addition to her political endeavours, she was a prolific artist—
an award-winning painter and published many children’s books 
throughout the years. Her artistic focus was on education and the 
positive impact she could create through visual expression. 
Rowena Eloise is predeceased by her son John Jacob Tschudy 
and many dear friends. 
She is survived by her sister Virginia Kaai, brothers Dan and Jim 
Lamet; daughters Fern Sabo (Steve Sabo) and Annika Jones; 
son Will Tschudy; grandchildren Grace and Jack Sabo, Essence 
Townsend-Tschudy, Janoviea, and Jerako Jackson and Deashia 
Simmons; and great-grandchildren Anthony Simmons, Lavalle 
Petty, Jarayah Davis, Amira Jackson, and Kamari Tschudy. 
A small celebration of life was held for Rowena Eloise on July 
18, 2020, in Argenta, BC. Her body has been returned to our 
Mother Earth but her spirit has gained its wings. She can now 
dance with the grizzlies in the alpine, and fly with the owls by the 
light of the moon. She touched many people’s lives over the years 
and will be dearly missed by all who knew her. 
In lieu of flowers we request donations be sent to the Nelson 
End of Life Society (231 High Street, Nelson, V1L 3Z6), which 
supports alternative end of life care. E-transfers can be made 
through contact@nelsociety.org

There was an opportunity for an informal chat with MP Richard Cannings at the Apple Tree in New Denver on June 20. 
Topics were as varied as grizzly bears and the Bloc, COVID response and affordable housing, bike trails and boating.
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by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

People living full-time in 
recreational vehicles in Nakusp 
won’t have to move out of them, 
at least until sometime next year, 
Village council has decided.

At a special meeting last week, 
council voted to suspend acting on 
the illegal residences in the village 
until they could take a further look 
at the issue.

“It’s confusing for council 
to understand it all,” said Mayor 
Tom Zeleznik, referring to the 
wording of the zoning bylaw. “So 
I am hoping we can come up with 
guidance from staff, come up with 
some abeyance or transition period 
until we can figure out the good 
wording from here on in.”

About a dozen residents 
showed up for the early morning 
council meeting on July 24, which 
was called just a few days earlier. 
Several residents, who are living 
in RVs in a local trailer park, said 
they were upset that the council 
meeting was called on short notice, 
on an issue that could have a 
dramatic effect on their lives.

“We feel very insecure about 
this situation,” said Jan Dion. “I 
don’t understand where you’re 
heading with this decision, and 
why it has come up now.”

“It’s very disheartening,” 
added George Noonan, who’s 
been living in an RV since his 
landlord died and his rental was 
sold. “I hope they have some 
empathy for people who can’t 
afford housing and need lodging, 
and some permanency in life. I’m 
73 years old, and I can’t qualify for 
a mortgage. I’m tired of renting, 
there’s no permanency in that, and 
I am hoping this would fit the bill. 
That’s why I’m disappointed.”

Recreational vehicles aren’t 
designed for year-round living, 
and can be dangerous in the winter, 
when people living in them try 
to keep them warm with electric 
or propane heaters. Some people 
complain they are an eyesore, and 

Nakusp council grants reprieve after concerns raised about RV living
detract from local property values.

Besides the possible danger, 
there’s also been abuse of the 
situation: councillors pointed out 
some people were renting out 
their RVs as Airbnb properties, in 
residential neighbourhoods.

But with a zero vacancy rate, 
rising house prices, and a booming 
economy bringing newcomers into 
town, many Nakuspians say they 
have no other option but to live 
in RVs.

“In this day and age, where 
there is increasing disparity 
between the poor and the rich, I 
don’t think it would be wise to 
sweep people under the carpet,” 
says Rick Offerman, who has 
been living in an RV for about 
a year, after his marriage ended. 
“It seems to be a thing spreading 
throughout North America that, 
more and more, people are not 
allowed to live in a home. They’d 
rather have them live in a tent or 
out on the streets, rather than a 
small, comfortable home.”

Offerman said living in an RV 
allows him to live close to his ex 
and help care for his disabled son. 
He says he keeps his place clean, 
hooked up safely to water, sewer 
and electrical systems, and lives a 
simple, quiet life.

Council sounded sympathetic 
to public concerns, and insisted 
they were only discussing the issue 
of what to do about a situation that 
violates zoning ordinances. 

“There’s so many communities 
now that have tents everywhere 
in parks,” noted Councillor Susan 
DeSandoli. “And I would far, far 
be happier to have some kind 
of discussion with people in the 
trailer park – if we could put all 
the RVs in one area, or a solution 
where we just not say ‘you can’t 
do that and there’s no options.’ 
People are rightly nervous about 
the discussion, given the housing 
situation.”

“Given the nature of the 
community, that so many people 
are in contravention of the bylaw 

already, I propose some kind of 
amnesty period until we sort this 
out,” suggested Councillor Aiden 
McLaren-Caux. “If there is any 
kind of bylaw broken, that we 
cease enforcement for the time 
being, if that’s legal, until we find 
some kind of resolution.”

“S ince  COVID-19 ,  ou r 
town has been booming,” added 
Zeleznik. “There’s nothing for 
sale right now, and there is nothing 
to rent. Maybe they could come 
to the village and say they can’t 
find anything… we’re in some 
very hard times for individuals 
and businesses, we need to work 
together as a community to come 
up with some alternatives and a 
transition.”

But  the  Vil lage’s  Chief 
Administrative Officer warned 
council that she could find no other 
similar municipality in BC that 
allowed people to live in an RV.

“I did reach out to other 
municipalities, and not one other 
of them allow trailers in this use,” 
said Cheryl Martens, pointing 
out any change would have to be 
incorporated into zoning bylaws. 
But then she related what another 
municipal administrator told her. 

“She strongly encouraged me 
to advise council not to do this. 
She said allowing trailers and RVs 
to camp on vacant land – once 
you allow it, it is very difficult 
to control, and indeed it can 
discourage housing development.”

Counci l  could  cons ider 
changing the bylaw to allow 
people to live permanently in 
RVs, but that could then bring 
up health and safety issues, and 

possibly leave the Village liable if 
something happened to a resident. 
That’s another issue staff will look 
into, Martens said.

Council will consider adding 
the issue for public comment in 
its upcoming Official Community 
Plan discussion, which launches 
in August.

In the meantime, council 
directed staff not to act on 
enforcing the zoning bylaw until 
February 2021, giving council 
time to explore options, and people 

desperate for housing in Nakusp a 
chance to make their case.
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PRIME COMMERCIAL SPACE FOR LEASE
218 Broadway Street, ground level, Nakusp

Approx. 1600 sq ft. Available immediately.
Contact West Kootenay Property Rentals Inc.
250.359.5021, info@westkootenayrentals.com

www.westkootenayrentals.com

NAKUSP & THE ARROW LAKES

MADDEN TIMBER MADDEN TIMBER 
CONSTRUCTION INCCONSTRUCTION INC

LICENCED BUILDERLICENCED BUILDER
250-265-1807250-265-1807

CONVENTIONAL CONSTRUCTIONCONVENTIONAL CONSTRUCTION
LOG AND TIMBER FRAMELOG AND TIMBER FRAME

CERTIFIED PASSIVE HOUSECERTIFIED PASSIVE HOUSE
DESIGN AND BUILDDESIGN AND BUILD

Wednesday – Saturday
10 am – 6 pm

313 Hwy 23, Nakusp 
250-265-7258

The Hungry Barber

WEEKLY SPONSOR:

Nakusp
(250) 265-3635  www.selkirkrealty.com

MEET MR. PURRKINS!
He’s sweet and gentle and just a 
little bit shy.  This 5-year-old tabby is 
neutered and micro-chipped so he’s 
ready to move to your home. 
To find if your home is purrfect 
for this adorable kitty, call PALS 
today at 250-265-3792.

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter
Arena energy study

Keeping the lights on (and the ice 
cold) at Nakusp’s arena is costing the 
Village an arm and a leg. There are some 
options out there on how to reduce those 
costs, but they would require significant 
investment and further study. Luckily, 
there’s a grant for that… and council 
has directed staff to start work on 
applying for the money that will pay for 
the work. The grant supports projects 
that create opportunities for alternative 

Nakusp council, July 13: Grant applications to keep Village staff busy 
and renewable energy generation or 
energy conservation and efficiency at 
“community purpose buildings.” They’ll 
submit an Expression of Interest for 
the Columbia Basin Trust’s Energy 
Sustainability Grant. The deadline for 
the EOI is August 11. 
Infrastructure work

Grants are also available for rural 
and remote communities to improve 
or upgrade their infrastructure. The 
‘Investing in Canada Infrastructure 
Program’ is looking for shovel-ready 
projects to improve local community, 
cultural or recreational assets. The 
deadline is in October. Council directed 
staff to take a look at some top-priority 
projects for the town to see what might be 
able to be ready to go by the application 
deadline. Among the projects: a new 
well/ reservoir for the town, replacing a 
culvert on 1st Ave, and fixing a washed-
out trail near the village.
Virtual conference

Municipal politicans will be 
gathering – virtually – for their annual 

Union of BC Municipalities conference 
this fall, and the Province wants to hear 
from each council about their priorities. 
Nakusp council picked four: the marina 
breakwater, housing, the community 
forest, and health concerns.
Pot shops

Council directed staff to take a 
look at two requests it received to open 
up cannabis retail shops in town. As 
reported in the last edition of the Valley 
Voice, two local businesspeople have 
proposals to open a pot shop – but the 
existing bylaw only allows one in the 
village, and that in a pre-determined 

location. Since there are no plans to open 
a shop in that location, the entrepreneurs 
want council to look at their proposals 
instead. Council asked staff to bring back 
a report for its August meeting.
Water regs pass

After several month’s discussion 
and tinkering, the Village’s new water 
regulations received third reading. The 
bylaw restricts domestic lawn and flower 
bed watering by automatic irrigation 
systems to every second day, depending 
on your address (even-numbered homes 
can irrigate on even-numbered days, 
etc.). Even then, that kind of watering is 

limited to 7-9 am and 7-9 pm. 
The sticking point was what to do 

for people with vegetable gardens, which 
usually need daily watering. That’s 
allowed in the bylaw: you can whenever 
you want as long as you want, as long 
as you’re hand-watering with a hose or 
watering can.

The changes were made to try to 
get a handle on the Village’s exploding 
use of water during the summer months. 
Analysts said the village used as much 
water as the city of Nelson in the 
summer, a community ten times larger 
than Nakusp.

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

Claire Paradis loved being on 
the Nakusp Public Library’s board of 
directors. But when the chance came 
to get in even deeper, she jumped at it.

When the library’s director, Jackie 
Barber, decided to leave after about a 
year, Paradis applied for the job of chief 
librarian, and got it.

“The board said it would be great 
to hire someone who is local. They 
were looking for someone with local 
knowledge and connections to the 
community,” she says. “That was the 
most important part – you can learn 
the other stuff. And I was the only local 
person who applied.”

Paradis is no stranger to many 
Nakuspians. For years she’s worked as 
a reporter covering Village council and 
local events. She has held many other 

Claire Paradis is the new director of the 
Nakusp Public Library.

Nakusp’s new library director navigates institution through pandemic
jobs locally, and has worked for some 
community organizations.

While she’s got no background in 
library science, she says it’s not been a 
real barrier for her.

“There’s the basic software stuff, 
how to use the systems, the catalogues, 
patron records – I’ve been learning all 
that while I’ve been here with Jackie,” 
she says. “And I’ve had such a welcome 
from the BC Library Association… 
they’ve been so supportive. They have all 
got in touch with me, this new librarian 
at a tiny little library, asking what I need. 
They are really welcoming and want 
to get me whatever resources I need, 
whatever training I need.”

Paradis comes to the job in the 
middle of the coronavirus pandemic, a 
crisis that’s fundamentally changed how 
many of our institutions have worked – 
including the library. It’s made her first 
goal as director a very basic one – get the 
library reopened to the public. 

“We want to keep our patrons safe,” 
she says, pointing out changes like the 
sneeze guards at the check-out desk. 
“There’s a whole calculation we have to 
do about how many people can be in the 
building, looking at the space and how 
people use it. It’s a very big discussion 
about who can come into the library, 
what will be available to them, and how 
to keep people as safe as possible.”

While the virus has put an end to 
wandering the stacks or using the public 
computers for now, people can still 
borrow books during the shutdown. The 
library takes pains to not be a vector for 
transmitting the coronavirus. Books are 

ordered by phone or online, picked from 
the shelves by library staff and left in a 
safe place for pickup. They are isolated 
and sanitized when returned. 

Paradis says libraries have an 
important role to play during the 
pandemic crisis.

“We are a place where people can get 
real or online resources. If they are trying 
to support their learning or their kids’ 
learning, they can get materials from us,” 
she says. “If people are feeling stressed 
out, or isolated, books can be a nice 
way to be connected. We have movies 
you can screen online, or if you’re 
feeling motivated you can learn another 
language or take some other courses. We 
have whole databases you can access.”

And while reopening to the public is 
paramount, Paradis has other goals she’s 
working on.

“One of the things I have started 
already is a seed library,” she says. “I’ve 
been in touch with a few local gardeners 
asking if they want to donate seeds, and 
instructions on how to grow them.

“I would also like to see people in 
the community feel more welcome in 
the library. Some people are intimidated 
by the library, they don’t see it as a 
place they can go to. I’d like to see that 
change. I’d like to have more events here 
that would appeal to people who don’t 
normally go to the library, because they 
can see it as a place that is for them.”

Paradis is just beginning to explore 
new ways of getting more people through 
the building’s doors and is talking with 
youth groups, community organizations 
and others.

“I’d love to have someone from 
forestry, let’s say, to come in and talk 
about timber sales. Have people come in 
and share their expertise on complicated 
subjects,” she says. “Maybe a program to 
‘check out’ local experts to talk to about 
their fields. 

“I’m interested in connecting 
community in new ways.”

If all goes well on the provincial 
COVID-19 front, Paradis hopes the 
library can carefully offer more services 
to people in the next few weeks.
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submitted
The Slocan Valley Chamber of 

Commerce has just launched its new 
website at www.slocanvalleychamber.
com. “The new Chamber website 
has a new look, and reflects our new 
direction towards being the voice 

Slocan Valley Chamber of Commerce launches new website – www.slocanvalleychamber.com
of local businesses,” says Chamber 
President Jan McMurray.

McMurray says the Chamber’s 
recent strategic planning has turned 
the organization’s focus more towards 
supporting local businesses and less on 
developing tourism.

“The Slocan Valley and Nakusp & 
District Chambers partnered to create 
the Arrow Slocan Tourism Association 
to develop tourism in our area, so this 
gives our Chamber the opportunity 
to focus more on local businesses,” 
McMurray says.

The new website showcases the 
Chamber’s new name and new logo.

“We decided to call ourselves 
the ‘Slocan Valley’ rather than 
the ‘Slocan District’ Chamber of 
Commerce,” McMurray says. “As 
our web developer pointed out, the 

‘Slocan Valley’ has much better name 
recognition.”

McMurray says web developer 
Yasmin Rodriguez led the Chamber 
board through a branding process as 
part of the website project. This led to 
the new name and the new logo.
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• Fresh Meat Cut Daily
• Fresh & Frozen Seafood
• Freezer Packs
• Deli Sandwiches to go
• Awesome Cheese Selection
• Fresh & Smoked Sausage
• Smoked Salmon
• Awesome Beef Jerky
• Custom Cutting
• Weekly Instore Specials

We have lots of great gifts 
in-store.  

Stop by to have a look. 
We are open every day.

Since 1986

250.353.2566
408 Front Street, Kaslo, BC  
www.figmentscanada.com

Since 1986

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter
Signing on to Kaslo 2.0

The idea of developing Kaslo’s 
online presence got a boost at the July 14 
council meeting. The BC Rural Centre 
pitched the idea of creating ‘Kaslo 2.0’ 
at council’s June meeting, and that pitch 
went to the Village’s COVID Recovery 
Committee for review. The idea is to 
use the Village’s community-owned 
fibre-optic system and its advantages to 
increase public engagement and support 
business and other community activity.

Kaslo council, July 14: Summer meeting sees Kaslo council advancing projects
Council approved the plan, and said 

it would join the ‘Kaslo Health Hub,’ the 
first application planned for Kaslo 2.0 
(see article on the Health Hub elsewhere 
in this issue).

Staff will investigate if Kaslo 2.0 
can also be used to facilitate the Official 
Community Plan review process, 
expected to begin this fall. They’ll also 
see if the RDCK’s Area D would be 
interested in using the application.
New courts for Racquet 
Club?

The Kaslo Racquet Club is looking 
to expand, adding to its courts near the 
arena, and wants to discuss its options 
with council. The Parks, Trails, and 
Public Art Committee has asked council 
to have staff look at the options being 
presented by the club. Staff was directed 
to look at the club’s plans and report back 
on what might work best.
Living in an RV

William Crookshanks is building 
a home on North Marine Drive, and 
wants to live in his RV onsite while it’s 
being constructed. To do that, he needs 
a temporary use permit. Crookshanks 
pledged to get electricity set up so he 
won’t be using his generator, and the 
RV will also be linked up to the Village 
water and sewer. That, along with a 
$2,750 deposit to ensure he moves out 
when the construction is done gets him 
a two-year permit to live in the RV, with 
the possibility of a one-year extension. 
A quick public hearing was held (as the 
Local Government Act required) and, 
hearing no concerns from the public, 
the permit was issued. Crookshank has 
30 days to get his electrical permit and 
pay the deposit.
Salary statement

The public got its annual look 
into the remuneration for mayor, 
councillors and top Village staff through 
the Statement of Financial Information 
included in the latest council agenda.

Mayor Suzan Hewat earned the 
most of the Village politicians, with 
$13,344 and $3,678 in expenses, for 
a total of $17,022. Of the councillors, 
Henry Van Mill made the most, at $6,775 
(the base council rate) and $5,315 in 
expenses, for a total of $12,090.

The Village has just three staff, each 
making more than $70,000 annually. 
CAO Ian Dunlop makes the most, with 
$85,015 in salary and expenses. The 
Village’s total budget for all salaries (and 
expenses) is just over $660,900 annually. 
Signs, signs, everywhere 
signs

The Kaslo Public Library was 
given permission to install about 20 
signs along the waterfront trail between 
Moyie Beach and Kaslo Bay Park 
twice this summer for its upcoming 
Story Walk event. The story walk is 
designed as a fun, family activity that 
gets children reading. The library will 
put approximately 20 stakes in the 
ground about 40 paces apart at about the 
height of a young child. The signs will 
be up for two different walking events, 

for about a week each. 
The Kaslo Community Acupuncture 

Society wants to make it easier for its 
clients to find its place of operation 
when the clinic is held, every second 
week. The non-profit society asked 
council to allow them to post a series of 
small signs along B Avenue and cross 
streets, pointing the way to the Kaslo 
Community Church basement. Council 
approved the signage, provided the signs 
are erected only when the clinic is open.
Seniors’ Centre project gets 
go-ahead

Kaslo’s Senior Citizens Association 
was successful in obtaining grant funding 
to cover their proposed renovations to 
the flooring and kitchen of the Village-
owned Seniors’ Hall. The Village was 
holding the roughly $7,600 for the project 
for the group as it owns the building and 
can issue charitable donation receipts. 
Council approved releasing the funds so 
the seniors can get their new floor.
Next phase for Front Street 
Park

Planning is proceeding for the new 

Front Street Park. Staff worked out terms 
of reference for the project, and at the last 
meeting agreed to hire Robert Inwood to 
develop the conceptual design. He’ll be 
paid $10,000 for the work. His design 
will be used as the template for hiring 
professionals to prepare construction-
ready plans. Council also struck a 
committee that includes Mayor Hewat, 
and Councillors Van Mill, Leathwood 
and Lang to develop the terms of 
reference with staff. 
Happy Angry Hen

The owners of Angry Hen Brewing 
will be clucking happily with council’s 
decision to allow them to build a 
temporary street patio on Front Street. 
The patio will take up two parking spaces 
and be open until mid-October. The 
Village will provide concrete barriers 
at either end of the parking space. 
Railing around the patio will be made 
of pallets and meet liquor and building 
requirements. The Hen will receive a 
pro-rated discount on the application 
fee, paying about $275 for the right to 
put up the space.

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

Kaslo residents may soon be going 
online to talk about the future of Kaslo, 
take part in village-only community polls 
and discussion groups, and get health 
information and other medical support.

A committee of the Village council 
has recommended council adopt a plan 
to develop ‘Kaslo 2.0’ – an effort to bring 
various civic activities and community 
services online.

“Essentially, it’s a cloud-based 
entity that would allow rural, remote 
and First Nations communities in BC 
an opportunity to shape their own 
health, wellness and future,” says Randy 
Morse, the communications head of BC 
Rural Centre, a non-profit that consults 
with rural, remote and First Nations 
communities.

Morse first pitched the idea of Kaslo 
2.0 at a council meeting in June, and the 
project’s details have been hashed out 
and expanded since then. The concept 
cleared its first hurdle about two weeks 
ago, when the Village’s COVID-19 
Recovery Committee endorsed the 
project and recommended council do 
the same.

If it says yes, Morse says the first 
step will be setting up a ‘Kaslo Health 

Effort to take Kaslo local government online advances another step
Hub.’

The idea for the health hub first grew 
out of a recent conference involving 
provincial health administrators, First 
Nations, medical practitioners, and local 
health committees, says Morse. 

The idea is to create an online 
discussion forum where people can 
discuss health issues and gain access to 
resources. It’s social media without the 
trolls, conspiracy theories, arguments 
with strangers, or cat videos. 

“People can share their questions, 
share concerns, and best of all share ideas 
on solutions, confident that everyone 
taking part in the conversation actually 
lives in Kaslo,” says Morse. “It’s very 
secure, privacy-protected environment 
that is the antithesis of social media like 
Facebook.

“The topic can be ‘how can someone 
who lives in a small remote place like 
Kaslo have better access to specialists?’ 
for example. Or ‘how could folks who 
live in a rural, remote place find doctors 
who are willing to take on patients, 
using virtually enhanced care, like tele-
health?’”

The online forums can be big or 
small, public or private, on topics large 
or small.

Another big difference with social 
media is this platform is endorsed and 
supported by the health care bureaucracy, 
from the Minister of Health to health 
regions to local doctor committees, says 
Morse.

“It gives citizens a direct voice and 
a direct pathway to the folks who, at the 
end of the day, operationalize solutions 
that are funded by the Ministry of Health, 
a $21-billion budget,” he says.

A number of factors play into Kaslo 
possibly becoming the first community 
in BC to be part of a pilot project. Morse 
says Kaslo’s community-owned fibre-
optic network provides an unprecedented 
opportunity to provide a secure, online, 
location-based service. Also, the BC 
Rural Centre, spearheading the project, 
has a presence in the community (Morse 
himself). Kaslo has engaged local 
politicians, and a very active community 

health committee.
It’s not known what price tag ‘Kaslo 

2.0’ comes with. Morse says that depends 
on its final configuration, what funding is 
available, and the resources that are put 
into it. That’s all for council to decide. 

But he says on the health front, there 
is a big payoff for the investment.

“The benefits of having a better 
informed, better engaged citizenry who 
have a better sense of how the system 
works, and have an opportunity to shape 
the health care delivery system, is going 
to pay off in spades,” he says.

That’s even more important in rural 
areas, he says, where an illness can mean 
leaving the community for a day, week 
or months for treatment in larger centres.
Beyond the health hub

But Morse says the health hub is 
just the beginning of making Kaslo the 
province’s rural communications capital.

Morse says using the same 
discussion software – called Place-
Speak – other local governments have 
been able to build citizen engagement 
on local issues. He’d like to see the same 
thing for Kaslo.

“The Cowichan Valley has seen 
upsurge in citizen engagement,” he 
says. “It’s easier for decision makers in 
that Regional District to make important 
decisions from local, small kinds of 
issues to quite big ones. 

“Instead of seven or eight disgruntled 
people showing up for a meeting, you 
are getting input from hundreds of 
people from all walks of life, different 
demographics.”

With Kaslo council about to launch 
public consultations on a new Official 
Community Plan, Morse believes the 
time is right.

“It basically recognizes we are in 
the 21st century,” he says. “COVID 
has taught us a lot of things, and one 
of them is we better learn to use cloud-
based technology as effectively and as 
efficiently as we can, and to continue 
to do so.”

Council is expected to make a 
decision on joining the project at its 
August 11 meeting. 
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NAKUSP & AREA
Anderson’s Automotive Services
Open 7 am - 8 pm (temporarily – will resume regular hours to 9 pm when restric-
tions are lifted.) Practising physical distancing, enhanced cleaning
250-265-3313 

Bon Marche Dollar Dollar
Open 9 am - 5 pm Monday to Saturday. Contactless debit/credit
Cleaning protocols in place, customers reminded to social distance.
Facebook: Bon Marche Dollar Dollar Nakusp
250-265-3644 

Chumley’s Restaurant & Three Lions Pub
Open at 11:30 Monday to Saturday. 
Kitchen closes at 8:00 pm. Closed Sunday.
250-265-3331 or 250 265-4944 for takeout orders.

Crescent Bay Construction Ltd. 
Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-5 pm
Nitrile gloves must be put on (available beside the door) when entering and 
discarded (beside the door) when leaving.
Phone orders and pick-up available. E-transfer payment available at cresbay@
telus.net • 250-265-3747

Kal Tire Nakusp
Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-5 pm
Call or book online for appointment or tire purchases. Emergency and commer-
cial work done as required. Please only one customer in showroom at a time.
Payments accepted by Debit or Credit. NO CASH please.
Sanitization precautions being taken in showroom and all customer vehicles. 
Visit our Facebook page for full details. 250-265-4155, www.kaltire.com

Kim’s Kustoms
Open regular hours, 8:30 am-5:30 pm
250-265-4012 

Leland Hotel
Off-Sales: 11 am-11 pm; if door is locked, call 250-265-3314.
Restaurant: Open 4-8 pm for takeout. Closed Tuesdays. 250-265-3314

Marvin’s Small Motor Repairs
Mon-Fri 9 am-6 pm; Sat 9 am-5 pm
Open regular hours 250-265-4911

NACFOR
The NACFOR office is now open to the public for regular business hours between 
8 am and 5 pm, Monday to Friday, with COVID-19 safety precautions in place.
250-265-3656, info@nakuspcommunityforest.com

Nakusp Computers 
Open Mon-Fri, 10:30 am - 3:30 pm
250-265-0129; nakuspcomputers@gmail.com; facebook.com/nakuspcomputers

Nakusp Farmers’ Market
Saturdays 9 am - noon, starting May 16
Locally raised foods and vegetable starter plants.
Crowd limit and handwashing stations. Bring your reusable tote bags. Money 
handling will be separate from vendors. Vendors of exposed products will wear 
masks and gloves; produce will be shielded. Food harvesting done safely. 

Nakusp General Store
Open 10 am-2 pm or call us to make arrangements to come at other times
Sanitizing and bleaching. 250-265-8423

Nakusp Glass
Open
Drop in, call or email to make an appointment.
250-265-3252, nakglass@telus.net 

Nakusp Taxi
Pick-up and delivery of anything from licenced food, beverage and retail stores.
250-265-8222

Nakusp Tirecraft
Open
250-265-4438, https://tirecraft.com/tirecraft-nakusp/ Facebook: @tirecraftnakusp

Royal LePage Selkirk Realty
Open Mon-Fri 9:30 am - 4:30 pm with COVID-19 safety precautions in place.
Our agents are more than happy to help!
250-265-3635; Nakusp@royallepage.ca

Shon’s Bike - Ski - Stay
Mon-Sat, 9 am - 5:30 pm
Please drop off bike repairs to the rear entrance (in alley) of the shop. No 
appointments are necessary for bike tune-ups. Our coffee shop and lounge 
area is currently closed.
All 2019 bikes are on sale.
For all inquiries, call us as (250) 265-3332, email: info@shons.ca, website: 
www.shons.ca, Facebook: Shon’s Bike - Ski - Stay.
Studio Connexion Art Gallery
Open by appointment or by chance Tues-Sat 11 am-4 pm
250-265-8888; 203 Fifth Ave NW, Nakusp

SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESSES – NOW MORE THAN EVER!
Wilf Hewat Repairs LTD.
Open
250-265-4388, Facebook: @hewatrepairs

Save-On-Foods
Open 8 am - 7 pm daily; 7-8 am for seniors and people with health issues needing 
more space to shop. Max customer limit in place. Please shop individually; leave 
recycle bags at home; No bottle returns at this time.
250-265-3662. Store Manager: Duncan, Asst. Manager: Ryan

KASLO & AREA
ACE Building Centre-Kaslo
Open 7:30-5 Mon-Sat, Open Sundays and most stat holidays 10-2
250-353-7628, kaslo.building@telus.net, www.kaslobuilding.com 

Angry Hen Brewing Company
Open for off-sales Wed through Sun 3-6 pm Phone 250-353-7446 to pre-order 
or to arrange a ‘beer-it forward’ delivery for a friend. Opening soon for indoor 
and patio service - see you there!
250-353-7446, lounge@angryhenbrewing.com, https//m.facebook.com/angry-
henbrewing, https://www.instagram.com/angryhenbrewing 

Cornucopia
Now open Mon-Sat, 9:30 - 5:30, closed Sunday
250-353-2594; cornkaslo@gmail.com; Facebook Cornucopiakaslo

Eric’s Meats
Open Tues-Sat 9:30 am-5 pm
250-353-2436 

JB’s Pub & Restaurant
Open Thurs-Sun, 3-9 pm. Hours will extend in the summer.
Takeout available  250-353-7716; 250-353-7717

Jones Boys Boats
We are open for business!
www.jonesboysboats.com
250.353.2550 info@jonesboysboats.com 
https://www.facebook.com/Jonesboysboats

Kaslo Hotel
Open! Pub 12-10 pm; Dine in 12-8 pm; Takeout 12-8 pm; Off sales 12-10 pm
Front desk 12-8 pm for check-in and reservations. Strict sanitizing protocols in place.
250-353-7714; kaslohotel.com; Facebook

Kaslo Husky
Open Mon-Fri, 6 am-8 pm; Sat & Sun 8 am-8 pm
Physical distancing measures in effect. 250-353-2205

Kaslo Community Pharmacy
Open Monday-Friday 9:30 am-5:30 pm 
We look forward to serving you!
Welcome to shop by visiting during business hours or:
By phone: 250-353-2224, By fax: 250-353-2336, By email: kaslopharm@gmail.com
For prescription refills online visit: kaslopharmacy.myrefill.ca
403 Front Street, PO Box 550, Kaslo V0G 1M0
kaslopharm@gmail.com, phone 250-353-2224, fax 250-353-2336

Kul Nijjar, REALTOR(R) Fair Realty Ltd.
Open
kul@kulnijjar.ca, 250-505-4722

Sunnyside Naturals
Open Mon-Sat, 9 am-6 pm
Physical distancing measures in effect. Food takeout
Phone orders and delivery available.  250-353-9667

Village of Kaslo
Open 10 am-3 pm, Mon-Fri. We’re also available by phone or email.
admin@kaslo.ca, 250-353-2311 x101, www.kaslo.ca, facebook.com/KasloBC/

Woodbury Resort
Boat rentals, Camping, Fishing! Angler Incentive Program Depot
Ph: 250-353-7717; Fax 250-353-2004 woodbury@netidea.com

SLOCAN VALLEY
NEW DENVER
Charlie’s Needful Things
Toys, Food, Basic Necessities. Tanning now available!
Open Mon-Sat, 4-8 pm. Call anytime if you need something. 250-777-3789

Glacier View Service
Open 7 days, 8 am-5:30 pm
250-358-2445

New Denver Coin Laundry
Open 9 am-7 pm, 7 days a week
Use your intelligence, engage in physical distancing and wash hands when you 
come in and when you leave. Soap is good. The premises are being cleaned 
twice a day.
Contact: Wendy @ 358-7792 or Rod – phone numbers on signs inside the building.

New Denver Community Pharmacy
Open Mon-Fri, 10 am-5:30 pm
We look forward to serving you!
Welcome to shop by visiting during business hours or:
By phone: 250-358-2500, By fax: 250-358-2524, By email: kaslopharm@gmail.
com (please use reference “NDCP”)
309 6th Avenue, New Denver V0G 1S0
Mailing: PO Box 550, Kaslo, BC  V0G 1M0
Phone 250-358-2500, Fax 250-358-2524

New Market Foods
Open every day, 8 am-6 pm
You are welcome to come and shop. Keep your distance as much as you can 
with others. We have hand sanitizer at the door as well as at the tills.
If you are self isolating or not wanting to come to the store, we can do your 
shopping for you and have it delivered to you or you can pick it up.
You can call the store at 250-358-2270 or email shop@newmarketfoods.ca to 
place your orders.

Raven’s Nest
Open Tuesday thru Saturday, 11 am – 4 pm, and from 10 am on Friday. 
We’ve got cool clothes and great books – hope to see you soon.

Valley Voice
Open 1-833-501-1700; valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca; www.valleyvoice.ca 

Wilds of Canada Cycle
Bicycle sales and service
Open Thurs-Fri, 10 am-5 pm
Drop-off service for bicycle repairs. Call for appointment: 250-358-7941

SLOCAN
Mountain Valley Station Gas/Convenience
Open regular hours 8 am-7 pm daily
Bottle Depot open Tues-Sat 9-5, closed holidays
Taking precautions for everyone’s health and safety
250-355-2245

Village of Slocan – Fitness Centre, Library, Campground, 
Playgrounds
Village Office open by appointment. Other facilities temporarily closed.
Campground open June 15 to BC residents, self-contained units only.
250-355-2277, info@villageofslocan.ca, www.slocancity.com

Slocan Village Market
Open. Limiting number of customers in the store. Providing gloves and masks 
to shoppers.
We are accepting orders by phone for pick-up for those who prefer not to 
enter the store. We are also offering delivery services on a weekly basis.
250-355-2211, svmkt@telus.net

WINLAW
Emery Herbals Botanical Dispensary, Healing Suites and 
Teaching Centre
The Botanical Dispensary Open Thurs and Fri, 12-4. Limit of one client in the 
shop at a time.
Order requests can be sent to orders@emeryherbals.com or by phoning 250-
226-7744 for pick-up using our safe pick-up guidelines. We offer a $10 local 
ship rate and all local orders over $75 are shipped free. We ship once weekly.
Our online shop is https://emeryherbals.com/online-apothecary/
• Colleen Emery, RHT (CHAofBC) is conducting all client consultation online 
or via the phone. Priority is for acute cases, new clients are welcome.
• All classes have moved online at this time.

Gaia Tree Whole Foods
New COVID hours: Mon-Sat, 10 am-5 pm (closed Sun)
Email to order for pick-up
gaiatreewholefoods@gmail.com  250-226-7255 

Kootenay Country Craft Distillery
Open for online/telephone sales. Tasting room closed.
Hand sanitizer available.
lora@kootenaycountry.ca
250-355-2702

Mama Sita’s
Open for takeout and delivery, 10 am-6 pm
Phone or come in 250-226-7070

Winlaw Brew Op
Open by appointment only
250-226-7328, winlawbrewop@telus.net

SLOCAN PARK
StillPoint Pottery
250 226-6876, 3019 Slocan Valley East Road, Slocan Park
You are welcome to visit us Tues-Sat, 10 am-4 pm in a safe, hygienic environment. 
For updates check Facebook, Instagram or our web page stillpointpottery.ca

Your business could be listed here 
for only $10 + GST

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription
Only $5-$50 

Send Cheque or Money Order to: Valley Voice, Box 70, New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0
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Reiki classes. Agnes Toews-Andrews. 30 
years experience. Winlaw. 250-226-7268.

CARE AIDE WANTED – New Denver. 
Competitive wages. Reply: a246929@telus.net.
EXPERIENCED BARISTA for new 
coffee shop in Nakusp, BC. Mountain 
Top Coffee Co. Send resume to support@
mountaintopcoffeeco.com, 250-999-7619.

RHYTHM OF LIFE: You can find the 
path to love, wisdom, and spiritual freedom 
by singing Hu every day. Singing Hu helps 
us align with our own spiritual Rhythm of 
Life. http://eckankarblog.org/sound-of-soul
ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS a 
problem in your life? AA, NA and AL-ANON 
(family) meetings can help. For information 
on AA: in New Denver, 250-358-7158; 
Nakusp, 265-4216; Kaslo, 353-9617. For 
NA: New Denver, 358-7265. For AL-ANON 
(family): New Denver, 250-551-6540. Please, 
if you can’t get through, try another number. 
CARPENTER CREEK LAST WISHES 
SOCIETY provides information on 
preplanning for death and advice for alternative 
funeral arrangements. Ph: 250-777-1974. 
www.carpentercreeklastwishessociety.ca 

The Slip in Silverton. Please bring your 
own snack and a blanket to sit on. Julia 
and Lila look forward to being with you in 
joyful fun! for information: 250-358-7766.

AT THE HIDDEN GARDEN GALLERY 
The artistic works of Cedar Flute and Angel 
Offermann are showcased from Aug 4-9. 
A diverse exhibit of paintings by Jeremy 
Downs will be exhibited from Aug 11-16. 
The Hidden Garden Gallery is located at 
112 Slocan Ave, behind Sweet Dreams 
Guesthouse. The gallery is open 10 am-3 
pm, Tuesday-Sunday. For more information 
please visit hiddengardengallery.ca.
SUMMER WORKSHOPS @ the SLAC! 
Ceramics with Margot Baker: 10 am-2 pm 
August 3 (house number plates), 10 (four dessert 
plates), 17 (found object dishes) & 31 (glazing 
and finishing). Tie & Dye with Nonie: 9:30 or 11 
am August 18 & 19 (ages 10+), August 27 & 28 
(adults), September 1 & 2 (tots to 10). Writing 
about community with Tom Wayman: August 

15 & 16, 9 am-noon (register with writing 
samples before August 7). Workshops will be 
held at the Slocan Lake Arts Centre, Silverton. 
Limited registrations will be accepted to allow 
for social distancing. For details and fees please 
visit www.slocanlakeartscouncil.ca. 

AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING 
CONTAINERS 20 ft. and 40 ft. sizes. 
Kootenay Containers Sales & Rentals, 
Castlegar. 250-365-3014. 
WATKINS PRODUCTS,  HAND 
CRAFTS – Bertha Williams, #11 – 217 
Zacks Rd. 250-265-9080.

SHADE TREE MASSAGE THERAPY 
now welcoming new and returning 
clients for therapeutic and relaxation 
treatments. Clean, quiet, professional 
office located in Winlaw. Mobile available. 
Jessica Coonen RMT 250 226-6887 
shadetreemassagetherapy@fastmail.com
YOGA WITH TYSON * ONLINE! Free 
intros: Chair Yoga & Feldenkrais. Enjoy 
1-hour classes anytime at home. Info/
Registration: tyson@thaitouch.ca.
REIKI, HANDS-ON-HEALING AND 
CCMBA sessions for past trauma, also 

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

COMING EVENTS

HELP WANTED

NOTICES

mobile	 (250) 551-TIME (8463)

Jim Pownall 
& Co.

LOG & TIMBER 
FRAME HOMES

Crane Service
New Denver • BC

250-358-2566
jpownall@telus.net

HALL LUMBER 
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat 
10 am to 5 pm

PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd. 

Edgewood, BC

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN 
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Indoor Garden 
Supplies

Castlegar
250-304-2911

1730 Hwy 3, Selkirk Spring Building
dan@canadiangardensupply.com

Wired by Alex
Electrical Contracting Ltd

Alex Joseph

250-358-7721

Crescent Bay 
Construction Ltd.

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431 
• Email cresbay@telus.net

Leaf Cabinetry
Residential & commercial 

cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC

250.226.7441 
www.leafcabinetry.com

Tyler Paynton • 250.777.3654 • silverridgeearthsnow@hotmail.com

K & A
Kent & Arlene Yardcare Services

Housewatch • Free Estimates
358-2508 • 358-7785 • 505-8210

wyofonoff1@yahoo.ca

MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter 

TimberFrame Homes
    Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall

Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding

Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales

                 dave@maddentimber.com
                          250 265 1807

Licensed Residential Builder & General Contractor 
Design • Project Management • Building Services 

www.trctimberworks.com

Suite 3, 622 Front St 
Nelson, BC Vll 4B7 
   C: (250)551-6584

Tim Reilly

T: (250) 551-7127
E: joszef@airpost.net

Grow Your Own
Indoor & Outdoor Garden

Supplies, Knowledgeable Staff, 
Regular Hours

Mon – Sat   9 am - 5 pm
Closed Sunday and Long Weekends

Renovations and 
Maintenance Made Easy!
• Basic Renovations & Construction •

• Painting • Landscaping •
Hourly Rate, By Appointment Only
– Slocan Lake communities Only –

muralsbytim@gmail.com

SOLID 
PLAN

DRAFTING AND DESIGN
S. KING, CET

(250) 358-7922
skingcivil@hotmail.com
4619 Hwy 6, New Denver, BC  V0G 1S1

Brian Madill & Kevin Erdos
Building and Renovations

Serving the West Kootenay

Phone: 250-355-0044
email: ValhallaFtF@outlook.com

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
• Power Trowel • Concrete Finishing

• Concrete Stamping and Acid 
Staining • Forming • Tile Setting

• Cultured & Natural Stone Installation

CREATIVE MASONRY SOLUTIONS 
FOR YOUR HOME AND BUSINESS

           Patrick Baird
           250-354-8562

CLASSIFIED ADS

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

Highland Creek 
Contracting

• Excavating • Dump truck • 
Premium garden soil • Lawn 

installation • Landscaping 
Call for a estimate 

Pete Schwartz
cell: 250-505-4347

highlandcreekcontracting@gmail.com
highlandcreekcontracting.com

Scarlett’s Electric
47 years serving Ainsworth, Kaslo & north
All electrical work, micro-hydro & solar

Call Don (250)353-2563

HEALTH

CONSTRUCTION, LTD.
FOUNDATIONS • ROOFING • RENOVATIONS

Specializing in Timber Framing
Cell: 250-265-8503 Home: 250-265-2278

• BONDED Journeyman carpenter 
• HPO Licenced Builder #42639 

www.manciaconstruction.ca

FOR SALE

BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award 
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza. 
250-353-2282.
KOOTS KIDS CLOTHING EXCHANGE 
has kids’ clothes! Please contact Robin at 
250-505-4610 or robinmcnabb@gmail.com. 
Donations can be mailed to LACE, Box 208, 
New Denver, V0G 1S0.

WHAT AN AMAZING OPPORTUNITY to 
live your dream and own your own business. 
Become the proud owner of the Valley Voice 
and a quaint building on the main street of New 
Denver. The newspaper business can provide 
a modest living for you and your family, and 
wonderful community connections. If you 
are so inclined, we would love to show you 
the ropes and stay as long or as little as you 
need us. We have absolutely loved our life as 
newspaper people! Give us a call at 1-833-
501-1700 for a chat, or email valleyvoice@
valleyvoice.ca. Yours, Dan & Jan.
WORK YOUR DREAM JOB and be 
your own boss with help from the Self 
Employment program at Community 
Futures! Through this program you will 
receive business plan instruction and ongoing 

business training and coaching while you 
start your business. And if you’re eligible you 
will usually also receive financial support for 
the first year. To learn more call 265-3674 
ext. 201 or email Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.
THINKING OF STARTING, buying or 
expanding your own business? If so, Community 
Futures offers business loans, counseling & 
training; and delivers the Self Employment 
program in the Arrow & Slocan Lakes area. For 
more info leave a message at 265-3674 ext. 201 
or email Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

THE FRIDAY MARKET is happening 
every Friday this season in the heart of New 
Denver. It will look a little different this year, 
as we have modified our space to welcome 
you when you come and support your local 
farmers, artisans and food vendors. New 
hours: vendors will be ready to serve you 
from 9:30 am to 12 pm. See you there.
SLOCAN SATURDAY MARKET featuring 
local farmers, food and artisans every 
Saturday, 10 am-2 pm June, July and August. 
Expo Park. Village of Slocan. New vendors 
welcome. Call Christina 250-355-2635.
SUMMER MOTHER GOOSE  on 
Wednesday, August 5 from 10-11 am at 
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coming eventsL e m o n  C r e e k 
Lodge & Campground

Year-round facility
1-877-970-8090

EDUCATION

Open 1 pm to 4:30 pm Tues. 

• BICYCLE

RECYCLING

Hand & Soul 
Wellness Centre

202 Lake Avenue, Silverton
CHIROPRACTOR:  Dr. Larry Zaleski

Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care
Silverton: Mondays  &  Friday afternoon – Winlaw & Nakusp on 

Alternating Wednesdays (plus every 4th Thursday afternoon in Winlaw)

COUNSELLOR:  Sue Mistretta, M.A. 
19 years experience helping clients working with anxiety, 

depression, grief, self esteem, health crisis, life transitions or 
simply are feeling stuck or uninspired.  

Offices in Silverton & Nelson  
Call 250-358-2177 for appointments

Visit www.handandsoul.ca

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

WE DO OIL CHANGES – We stock oil & filters 
for most common vehicles! • NEW TIRE 

SALES – Installs, Repairs & Changeovers • 
GENERAL MAINTENANCE & REPAIR

TUES

Alongside Mountainberry

250-358-7199

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

PHOTOGRAPHY

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $19.50 
+ GST

STEEL TOE JOE’S
Automotive Repair

Joe Shaw
Owner & Journeyman Technician

3804 Pine Rd. Krestova, BC

778.454.0180
stjautomotive@gmail.com

Bikes, Skis, 
Snowshoes

Sales and 
Maintenance

• Guesthouse • 
Call Shon

250-265-3332

shonsbs@gmail.com

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

HAIR

358-7769

AVA’S  
Hair Studio

303-6th Avenue (Main St.), New Denver

Tuesday THRU Friday 
– By Appointment –

YARD SALE

SUPPORT FOR 
YOUR SPIRIT
Bi-weekly book study, bi-
weekly services, Tuesday 
8 am meditation, monthly 

Contemplative in the Kootenays
For information & links, contact 

descamp@heartsrest.com
Turner Zion United Church of 
Canada is alive and welcomes 

you on-line—and in person.

REAL ESTATE WANTED

PETS

SERVICES

GIFTS

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

TOY BUYER
Buying old toys 
& collectibles

Toys from the 90s or 
earlier

Antiques, old book or coin 
collections, old video games, 
movie posters, Horror VHS 
tapes & similar items

Call Sam
250-355-2822

OBITUARY

RENTAL WANTED

Next Valley Voice 
Deadline: 
August 7

2020

Support the 
Valley Voice 

with a voluntary 
subscription

Only $5-$50 
Send Cheque or Money Order to: 

Valley Voice, Box 70, 
New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0

BOOKS

NELSON & AREA ELDER ABUSE 
PREVENTION Resource Centre: 250-352-
6008 NelsonElderAbusePrevention@gmail.com/ 
www.nelsonelderabuseprevention.ca. Drop-in 
Wednesdays 12-2 pm, 719 Vernon Street, Nelson. 
Nelson and District Seniors Coordinating Society.
HAVE YOU OR SOMEONE YOU 
KNOW been sexually assaulted and want 
help? Call the Interior Crisis Line 24/7 at 
1-888-353-CARE to discuss your options or 
go directly to Arrow Lakes Hospital or your 
local emergency room for confidential care.
WILL THE S.O.B. who “borrowed” my 
chainsaw from my remote camp at West 
Wilson please return it. I have your picture 
on my trail cam and I know who you are. 
If you simply return the saw I will not turn 
you in to the cops.

DAVID WESLEY UNGER - It is with great 
sadness that the family and friends of David 
Wesley Unger announce his untimely passing 
on June 17, 2020 during a kayak mishap on the 
Slocan River near Perry’s siding.

David will lovingly be remembered by his 
daughter Jade Harmer-Unger, his many friends, 
neighbours, and fine acquaintances of the Slocan 

Valley especially Bryan Lindstien, Doug Beck and 
Di Slater, Cory Bloomfield, Wendy-Ann Harmer; 
his siblings Luanne Yellowfly, Alan Unger, Pete 
Unger and nephew Dallas Yellowfly.

David was predeceased by his father Henry 
Unger, his mother Betty Unger and step daughter 
Lily Harmer-Taylor.

David was a soft spoken, kind and gentle soul. 
He liked to have fun and was mischievous at times 
– occasionally getting himself into trouble that, 
with the help of his faithful comrades, he always 
managed to get out of.

David was a very capable person of many 
skills. He was physically adept, and planted over 
a million trees. His general curiosity, thirst for 
understanding, and love of the natural world led 
to a lot of reading, including a major chunk of the 
books in the New Denver and Slocan libraries.

Being a solitary soul, David loved long walks. 
Getting firewood was never a chore. He played at 
gardening, carpentry, and kayaking, and he liked 
music, road trips, talking and meeting new people. 
David was particularly fond of keeping connected 
with friends and family, always quick to laugh and 
generous with his compliments.

He is, and always will be missed.
For information on the memorial service/

celebration of life please contact Cory Bloomfield 
of Winlaw. There will be notification of a 
celebration when the time is getting near.

NO SIT! Not your usual dog training class. 
Find the AMAZING in your dog. www.
proudofmydog.ca

YOUNG COUPLE looking to purchase 
2-5 acres of arable land with home in the in 
the Krestova, Crescent Valley, Winlaw area. 
Contact: sunvann@yahoo.ca

CAROL AND 2 DOGS seeking rental starting 
August/ September/ October in New Denver 
area preferably. Reliable, responsible, mature 
adult. Conscious, clean, active lifestyle. Thank 
you! cbboccaccio@gmail.com 1-780-926-6538.

BLAZE KING/VALLEY COMFORT 
Wood, Electric & Oil specialist: sales, 
installations, service inspection & 
consultations. Duct cleaning & sanitizing; 
Ductwork, Chimneys, Oil tank removals, 
BC ventilation solutions & HRV design 
and installations. K.F. Kootenay Furnace 
Ltd. 250-355-0088.

JOURNEYMAN PLUMBER and “B”-ticket 
gasfitter for new construction or renovation 
plumbing, water systems/filtration, septic. 250-
777-3588 (Tim); www.paradisevalleyplumbing.
ca or email: schaferspeare@gmail.com.
LOCAL ASTROLOGER offers Astrology 
Natal Chart Readings. 1.5-2 hour comprehensive 
session, tailored to suit your needs and interests. 
Email amandakonkin@protonmail.com or call/
text 250-686-0567 to find out more.
G R E E N S T O N E  L A N D S C A P E 
CONSTRUCTION: Excavating, utility 
trenching, grading and site preparation. Tree, 
shrub, rock and mulch installation. Retaining 
walls, paving stones and drainage issues. Dump 
trailer. Precise and efficient with reasonable 
rates. Serving the West Kootenays - Nakusp, 
Castlegar, Nelson and in between. Call Mitch 
@ 587-226-8603.

YARD SALE: Saturday, August 1, 10 am-2 
pm at 306-9 Ave, New Denver (Josephine 
St & 9 Ave). Downsizing attempt.

NOTICES Car accident 
in Slocan Park
by Jan McMurray

A car accident on Hwy 6 in Slocan 
Park in the morning of July 14 closed the 
highway for about an hour. Traffic was 
re-routed to Slocan Valley East Road.

Acting Passmore Fire Chief Peter 
Kabel reports that a small Mazda swerved 
off the road, hit a power pole and flipped 
onto its hood. The three occupants were 
able to extricate themselves unharmed, 
and then the vehicle burst into flames.

“Thankfully everybody got out of 
the vehicle before it started on fire,” 
Kabel said.

Seven members of the Passmore 
department responded and extinguished 
the fire. “We were called out at 6 am 
and had it all buttoned up by 9 am,” 
Kabel reports. The RCMP, FortisBC, BC 
Ambulance and one member from the 
Tarrys fire department also responded.
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Next Valley Voice 
Deadline: 

January 11,
2019

Support the Valley Voice with 
a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30 

New Extended Hours:

Tuesday – Saturday 
11:00 am - 4:00 pm

Open Friday at 10 am
Main Street, New Denver 

250-358-2178 

HOURS
9 AM - 9 PM

Open Thurs - SunOpen Thurs - Sun

Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area. 
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

New Market Foods
518 6th Ave • New Denver
250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290

email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm
Certified by the Province of BC to test drinking water

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription
Only $5-$50 

Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0

AGRICULTURE

Bill Lander 
REALTOR®
 
250-551-5652

bill@billlander.ca

I show all my listings!
 Serving the Slocan Valley for the 

16th year.
Offices in Nakusp, Nelson & Kaslo 

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

H. A. Benson Inc.
Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0

Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

• All Organic Produce
• All Organic Grains

– Bulk Ordering –

Community Discount Day:
Last Friday of  the month

Mon-Sat 9-6
Sunday 10-4

Downtown Winlaw • 250-226-7255

Gaia Tree Whole Foods
Community Market

BIG DOG MUSICBIG DOG MUSIC
• Guitars and Accessories • Musical 
Instruments • Vintage Vinyl Records • New 
Vinyl Records • Stereo Equipment - Turntables

421 6th Ave, New Denver
250-307-0163

Advertise in the 
Valley Voice.  

It pays!!!
Call 1-833-501-1700 for details  

 valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $19.50 
+ GST

Valley ExchangeValley Exchange
Buying/SellingBuying/Selling
Gold & SilverGold & Silver
250-353-7844250-353-7844

Tax Returns not 
behaving?

Canadian Tax Whisperer 
(est. 1983) 

A small family-owned & 
operated tax and book-keeping 
service is taking on new clients.
For by-phone appointments call 

on Sunday 12-4 to book.
250-355-2822
Sam or Merina 

$60/return
Subsidy available for low-

income clients

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

NEW HOURS
MON-FRI 8 A.M. - 2 P.M.

COMMUNITY

by Jan McMurray
The Arrow Lakes Fine Arts Guild is 

holding fast to its vision of a community 
arts hub in the old forestry building in 
Nakusp, despite the lack of success with 
their grant writing efforts so far.

“At our last board meeting, the 
decision was unanimous to continue 
our quest,” reports Donna Mair, ALFA 
Guild president.

The group has an agreement with 
the Province to rent the old forestry 
building, and Mair reports that the guild 
“has basically been given a hold on the 
building indefinitely until we get our 
funding in place.” 

“All the funders emphasized how 
many more applications they got this 
year than in previous years, and how 
difficult it was to narrow it down and 
make decisions,” says Karen Coon, guild 
treasurer. “When one of them told us they 

ALFA Guild persists with community arts hub project
received 900 applications, we felt a bit 
better about being turned down! They all 
encouraged us to apply again next year.” 

The guild plans to try for the grants 
again next year, and in the meantime, is 
coming up with some other fundraising 
ideas.

An online art sale is being planned 
for September 20-27, with 50% of the 
purchase price going to the artist and 
50% to the project. Interested artists can 
email alfaguildgallery@gmail.com for 
more information.

Lorna Guild, the organization’s 
vice-president, is building a 3D model 
of the arts hub, and the group hopes to 
find a public place to display the model 
and accept donations.

The guild is taking a phased 
approach to the project. The priority is to 
bring the building up to code, Coon said, 
then to open the upstairs workshop space, 

and finally the gallery on the main floor.
“We applied for the maximum 

$30,000 from the CBT Community 
Initiatives Program, and that would have 
allowed us to get some of the priority 
work done,” she said. “We want to open 

the workshop space first so we can start 
generating income from workshops to 
help with finishing the main floor.”

The group had prepared visuals 
for the CBT voting day at the arena, 
but voting took place online this year 

because of the pandemic. “Having the 
community be able to see what we want 
to do and ask questions is so helpful,” 
said Mair. “We hope next year the 
community input process is different 
from what it was this year.” 

submitted
The Regional District of Central 

Kootenay (RDCK) is introducing a new 
notification system for emergency alerts 
and water advisories. 

Voyent Alert! is used to send alerts 
to residents, businesses and visitors 
during critical events such as wildfires, 
flooding or any other emergency situation. 
The service will also be used for water 
advisories on all RDCK water systems.

Voyent Alert! is a free app that 
delivers emergency notifications via a 
smart phone app, text message, voice 

RDCK to implement new emergency notification system
call or email. Each notification will 
provide a personalized map, distance 
and direction from an incident, important 
safety information, and any next steps 
required. 

The service enables the RDCK 
emergency  management  t eam 
to communicate evacuation orders, 
evacuation routes and other critical 
information only to residents whose 
pre-set locations are within the affected 
zone. The RDCK will continue to use 
other forms of communication as well, 
including its website, social media 

and hand delivering notifications for 
evacuation orders and some evacuation 
alerts.

RDCK water notifications will 
also be supported by the Voyent Alert! 
system. Residents who are connected 
to an RDCK water system will have the 
option to receive all water-system-related 
notifications.

Voyent Alert! is easy to use and 
compliant with the Personal Information 
Protection and Electronic Documents Act, 
which supports fully anonymous user 
registration and user privacy.
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Welcome to our 12th gallery season

July 14-Aug.1	 Allan Dunfield
August 4-22	 Betty Fahlman
Aug.25-Sept.12	 M.-C.Claveau
Sept. 15-Oct.10	 Charlene & Michael Duncan

Gallery Open Regular Hours: Tues. - Sat. 11 am to 4 pm 250-265-8888
Please respect social distancing - No more than 5 people in the gallery at any time

203 Fifth Avenue NW Nakusp

Linda Gail Harrop 
1956-2020

Linda Gail Harrop peacefully passed 
away after a courageous battle with 
cancer, on Friday July 17, 2020 sur-
rounded by family.  
Linda was born on February 17, 1956 
in Sarnia, Ont. and is survived by her 
husband Brian, daughters Andrea 
(Dale) and Shannon (Tony), sons 
Christopher (Deborah) and Shane, 
brothers Ron (Joyce) and Wayne 

(Monique), grandchildren David, Janaea, Kierra, Callum, Kinsley & Chase, 
and niece and nephews Rhonda, Jason and David. 
Linda worked as a lab tech at the Foothills and Children’s Hospitals in Calgary, 
prior to moving to Burton in 2009 to work at Arrow Lakes Hospital. 
Linda was a beautiful soul who brightened every life she touched. She was 
an incredible wife, loving mother, adoring grandmother and aunt, as well as 
a loyal and dedicated friend to so many across the globe. 
A Celebration of Life will be planned for a later date. In lieu of flowers, 
please send a donation to Breast Cancer Society of Canada in Linda’s name.  

We love you to the stars and back  
T h a n k  y o u  t o  t h e  e n t i r e  B u r t o n  c o m m u n i t y  f o r  t h e 
l o v e  a n d  s u p p o r t  y o u ’ v e  s h o w n  o u r  e n t i r e  f a m i l y . 
Thank you to Linda Golds for your unwavering support, dedication and love. 
Special thanks to Dr. Malpass and the chemo nurses in Nelson, BC as well as 
Drs Anchikowski and Courchesne and the entire amazing staff at the Arrow 
Lakes Hospital.

Valley Funeral Home in care of arrangements.

submitted
The Columbia Basin Culture 

Tour is a free, self-guided tour that 
allows you to explore artists’ studios, 
museums, art galleries and heritage 
sites. Between 10 am and 5 pm, you can 
travel to studios and archives that aren’t 
normally open, see demonstrations, 
new exhibitions and collections, 
and meet people behind the scenes. 
Venues are implementing COVID-19 
protocols as per provincial guidelines. 
To participate in the tour, simply grab 
a map, your Culture Tour Directory 
and go!
Slocan Valley 

In South Slocan, Rusty Redstar 
and Dave Dando will share a venue, 
hosting blacksmithing demonstrations, 

Columbia Basin Culture Tour returns August 8-9
studio tours and will be displaying and 
selling metal work and sculptures. 

In Winlaw, both Robin DuPont and 
Rabi’a will have their studios open. 
DuPont specializes in atmospheric 
fired pottery. Visitors are invited to 
tour the various kilns and learn how 
the repurposing of by-products from 
the local forest industry is important 
in achieving the unique surfaces on 
his work.

Rabia is known for her metal 
sculptures, glass mosaics, bronze work 
and carvings. Visit her venue to see her 
whimsical art on her five acres of land. 

In Silverton, visit Christiane 
Fortier and see her functional and 
decorative pottery. She works with 
white porcelain stoneware which is 

high fired in an electric kiln.
In Sandon, the generating station 

has joined the tour to share all the 
amazing history of Sandon. 
Nakusp 

Debra Rushfeldt’s Studio Gallery 
features her new series of paintings 
called ‘Toad Studies,’ with originals, 
prints and cards available for sale. 

Studio Connexion Gallery is a 
small independent gallery, going into 
its 12th season participating in the 
culture tour.

Kate Tupper is also back on 
the tour this year, showcasing her 
fantastical work in welded steel and 
sculptural metal. 
Kaslo

David Stewart is a veteran wood 

turner who makes decorative bowls 
of all sizes as well as spurtles, rolling 
pins, spatulas and serving trays out of 
local and exotic wood.

The JB Fletcher Store, built in 
1896 at Ainsworth Hot Springs, is a 
unique piece of BC history. Most of 
the artifacts in the store are from its 
years of operation. A visit to the store 
is a step back in time. 

These are just some of the fabulous 
venues and communities on the 2020 
Columbia Basin Culture Tour. There 

are 64 venues in total, with something 
to interest everyone. Tour brochures are 
available at tourist information centres 
and participating venues. Visit the 
website at www.cbculturetour.com to 
view full artist/ venue profiles for further 
details on each location’s activities or 
register to receive a tour brochure in the 
mail. For further information, call the 
CKCA at 1-250-505-5505 or toll free at 
1-877-505-7355. The Columbia Basin 
Culture Tour is generously supported 
by Columbia Basin Trust funding.

by John Boivin, Local Journalism 
Initiative reporter

A Nakusp artist is hoping visitors to 
the Studio Connexion Gallery will ‘find’ 
something in her work.

“My main intent is appreciation for 
where we live, appreciation of nature, 
and my respect for nature,” says Betty 
Fahlman, whose show ‘Findings’ runs 
from August 4-22 at the 5th Avenue 
gallery in the village. “Enjoy it, be in it, 
and don’t destroy it.”

Fahlman’s latest show is a collection 
of her trademark landscapes, which she 
does mostly on location in the outdoors, 
a style known as known as plein air 
painting. It’s out there she finds peace, 
she says, and the inspiration she draws 
on for her work.

“I live in a fabulous environment, 
and I pinpoint some specific points in 
my landscape, and within that I hope 
people can feel my connection with the 
space we live in, the environment of our 
backyard,” she says. “But also within 
that is an appreciation and respect for 
our environment.”

“‘Findings’ can be interpreted in 
different ways,” adds Fahlman. “When 
you find something valuable, let’s say. 
For me and my landscapes, it’s finding 
that instant when the light is right, the 
play of light and shadow. Painting is 
about chasing the light.”

Fahlman, who grew up in Nakusp, 
last showed at Studio Connexion in 2014. 
Like that show, much of the work will 
be traditional landscapes. The images 
Fahlman paints are from the area she 
lives in or from places she’s visited. But 
her work has a softness and glow that 
lend an impressionistic feel to the work.

Some of her paintings, however, 
stretch beyond traditional landscape. 
She’ll zoom in close to a subject, picking 
a few elements to highlight an overall 
scene. Or she’ll add elements – anything 
from man-made objects to wildlife to 
surreal scenes – to invoke a deeper 
feeling and make the viewer think twice 
about what they are seeing.

“There’s going to be a couple of 
these ‘compilations,’ I call them, where 
there is a variety of subject matter 
put in,” she says. “Within one called 
‘Fall Forage’ is a theme about fall: 
berries, mushrooms, fish, a bear in the 
background.”

The effect, Fahlman says, is to 
hopefully draw the visitor in to the world 
as the artist sees it.

Betty Fahlman’s ‘Findings’ next up at Studio Connexion
“As much as I love landscapes, it’s 

more like an overall view, you are quite 
distant from it,” she says. “Sometimes I 
like to get up really close and examine 
the details within the landscape. Some 
of these compilations are that, looking 
at detail within the landscape.

“For me, composition is always in 
the forefront. I find what I do is look for 
a composition that is very intriguing,” 
she says. “Sometimes when I look 
at an object I say, ‘What is it?’ If you 
remember Georgia O’Keefe, who did 
the internal parts of a flower, when you 
say ‘oh, what is that?’ 

“So when we look beyond, when 
we do close scrutiny, we do ‘find’ other 
things.”

A graduate of the Emily Carr 
Institute of Art and Design, Fahlman’s 
work is often done on plaster-coated 
canvases, which allow her to build up a 
kind of three-dimensional aspect to many 
of her acrylic-based works. She’s also a 
founding member of the Arrow Lakes 

Fine Arts Guild, a community artists’ 
group that has recently re-formed.

Fahlman has been a member of 
the Federation of Canadian Artists for 
several years, and recently had a piece 
selected for the FCA’s juried show taking 
place in Vancouver this month. 

Fahlman’s ‘Findings’ will be the 
feature show for Studio Connexion 
during the Columbia Basin Culture Tour, 
taking place later this month.

Betty Fahlman’s ‘Findings’ next up at Studio 
Connexion
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Peter Krack 
(full name Friedrich Adolf Peter Krack)
As Peter’s Godchild, I have been asked to 
write a few words about Peter.

Peter was born in Neuschwanstein, 
Bavaria, Germany on August 9th,1938 
and passed away unexpectedly in the 
beauty of his garden in Winlaw, B.C. on 
July 6th, 2020.

Peter was a man with what seemed 
like never ending energy, passion 
and enthusiasm for all he pursued. 
Some of his dearest interests were 
education, economy and finances, art, 

construction and music. Peter was a dedicated follower and student in the 
philosophy of Rudolf Steiner’s Anthroposophy.

Peter had three children with his first wife Margaret – Marius, Florian and 
Nina. I have recollections of us all running around as children on their property 
and have been grateful to be able to connect again after all these years.

As a young child I have fond memories sailing the Gulf Islands with Peter and 
his second wife Rita on a catamaran he built himself. Sometimes the waves 
were rough, but Peter was confident at sea. In calm waters we used to jump 
off the front, swim under and catch the rope he had for us once we were out
the other side. Such fun! I also have fond memories being invited to ski with 
him and his family at Mount Baldy. Every winter we would head to the little 
A-frame cabin he built single handed in 21 days, start to finish. I always 
thought it looked like an inviting little crooked bird house!

What speaks to me most about Peter was his love, knowledge and devotion 
to the arts and especially music. Peter was a fine pianist. We spent many 
hours playing together (cello and piano). I have come to understand that I 
was not alone in this. Peter shared his music with many in the Winlaw area.
Peter loved and lived life. He loved the sun, his garden, swimming, downhill 
skiing at Whitewater, travelling the world and especially Mexico where he 
spent time with his dear Maiya. This past fall, I received an email saying he 
was in Columbia “The people are wonderful. That’s really why I am here”.
Peter grew into a man who loved people and music. No matter what concert 
I attended, if Peter was in town, he would be there.

We will miss you dearly Peter, thank you for being my Godfather and know 
that you will forever be in our hearts, the nature we connect with and the 
music we hear.

A celebration of life will be held, date and time to be confirmed.

The Good Shepherd lead thee
Where thou art transformed
That thou mayest breathe
The air of eternal Being.

Where thou workers as soul
For worlds to come

The grace of the Spirit
Unite us with thee.

Adam Bittleston

Sarah Stevens of Thompson Funeral Service has been entrusted with ar-
rangements. To leave a message of condolence for the family, please visit 
https://www.thompsonfs.ca/obituary/peter-krack/
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Long-term Kootenay residents 

Cedar Flute and Angel Offermann 
open the month at the Hidden Garden 
Gallery, joining forces to display their 

Hidden Garden Gallery offers artistic diversity in August
artistic endeavours in a show from 
August 4 to 9.

Cedar Flute credits living 
intimately with nature as having 
driven her art.

She began drawing when old 
enough to hold a pencil. She grew 
up in the backwoods of northern 
California, later moving to Argenta 
and Johnson’s Landing. 

In 2008 she began exploring 
Chinese medicine, which inspired 
the ‘5 Element’ set in this show. She 
hopes these works teach, inspire 
and convey the preciousness of 

these elements, drawing attention to 
and championing life’s beauty and 
fragility. 

Her main drive is “to share 
beauty, to speak for Gaia, to inspire, 
feed and expand minds and hearts 
toward manifesting heaven on 
Earth,” she says.

A singer/ songwriter, Flute is also 
making her recently released fifth CD 

available at the show. 
Angel Offermann came to Canada 

at age 10 and fell in love with the 
mountains and the Kootenay’s miles 
of raw nature. He graduated from 
the Kootenay School of Art in the 
1970s, where his mentor introduced 
him to the sublime understanding of 
light and shadow, of anatomy, and of 
beauty when painting. 

“The rhythmical dances of light 
and shadow through forest leaves... 
the sound and feel of a soft breeze 
– my soul refreshes... or an expanse 
of view, to move me through eons of 
time,” he says.

A painter who f i lms,  a 
filmmaker who paints

The diverse abstract paintings 
of Jeremy Down will be featured 
from August 11 to 16. Down was 
born in 1970, and grew up in 
Ontario and British Columbia. Post-
secondary education consisted of 
architecture and art history study, and 
apprenticeship involving art history, 
critical thinking, and studio work. 
His first solo show in 1990 began a 
career of painting and showing across 
Canada and the US. 

A founding member of the Ontario 
painting group Drawnonward, Jeremy 
painted extensively throughout 
Canada and the Arctic. The film 
‘Seven Painters, Seven Places’ 
documents a trip to Newfoundland 
in their customized green school bus, 
and aired frequently on the Bravo 
network and CBC between 1997 
and 2002.

In 2006, Jeremy shot his first 
painting film, followed by another 
in 2008, documenting work created 
in the Selkirk mountain alpine. His 
travel painting eventually had him 
craving the perfect place to live, with 
access to intensely wild and beautiful 
areas.

That brought him to Slocan 
Lake in the year 2000. This new 
environment assisted in developing 
Jeremy’s mature style. The 2012 
film ‘Crossing Over’ documents this 
transition. His films and new work 
are all available for viewing on www.
jeremydown.com.

The exhibit’s paintings address 
seemingly disparate content, such 
as awareness of winter waning and 
spring unfolding, massive global 
change, human rights, COVID, 
the sense of mortality and time 
passing….  Jeremy says, “I process 
all of this life… and out it comes… 
onto the canvas!”

The Hidden Garden Gallery in 
New Denver is open from 10 am to 
3 pm daily.

Considering 
Community 
Service? 
Consider Nakusp 
Rotary
Call Mayumi for
Details: 250-265-0002


