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Organic outdoor cannabis farms start up in Kaslo and Cooper Creek

by Jan McMurray
The first two legal outdoor cannabis
farms in the area are up and running.
The Cedar Bug Farm in Kaslo and the
Cooper Farm in Cooper Creek (north
of Kaslo) are part of the Kootenay
Outdoor Producer Co-op (KOP), and
will produce certified organic outdoor
Kootenay bud.
“All our farms will be certified
organic,” says Todd Veri, president
of the co-op and owner of the Kaslo
farm. “What’s unique about us is our
co-op business model and our outdoor
organic product. There’s no other co-op
in Canada that I know of in the cannabis
cultivation business, and the majority of
licenced producers are growing indoors
with chemicals.”
After three years of preparation –
establishing the co-op, and completing
numerous licence applications to Health
Canada – KOP received licences for
the two farms on March 20. Licence
applications for 14 additional farms
and a building in Salmo for drying
and trimming the cannabis are at the
‘Evidence Package stage,’ Veri says,
which means “they’ve been initially
approved and now Health Canada is
waiting for us to raise the funds and
get them built and ready.” The co-op
is hoping to bring the other farms into
production next season.
“It’s been a steep learning curve,
with many bumps along the road, but it
feels like we’ve made it,” said Veri. “As
long as we have a crop this year, we’ll
make some money and we’ll be able to
set up our other farms.”
It costs about $200,000 in start-up
funds for each farm, Veri says, with the
security and irrigation systems as the

big-ticket items. Health Canada requires
a sophisticated security system – there
are 30 security cameras surrounding
Veri’s plot and laser detection units to
detect intruders.
Veri says the co-op is a great
business model. With several farms
all over the Kootenays, it will be very
unlikely for an entire season’s crop
to fail. Also, the co-op pays for the
security system and irrigation system
and other start-up costs for each farm,
and provides the facility for drying,
trimming and hopefully packaging in
future.
The co-op leases a facility in
Salmo, which is being renovated to
Health Canada standards for drying
and trimming cannabis. A standard
cultivation licence application is in
progress for the facility and is expected
to be granted by fall. The licence will
allow for drying and trimming, and
will also pave the way for “add-on
components” such as packaging and
extraction, Veri said.
Each farm has a crew of seven
craft farmers, who are responsible
for planting, weeding, harvesting –
“everything from soil preparation
to post harvest,” Veri said. They are
“independent business people” who
don’t work for wages; they get paid
when the crop is sold.
The gross proceeds of each farm’s
crop is divided up among the craft
farmers (25%), the landowner (25%),
and the co-op (50%).
Veri says the co-op will hire salaried
managers, and hourly wage employees
for the Salmo facility as early as next
year. “We could become the biggest
employer in the Kootenays,” he said,

“but it might take a few years to work
the market.”
It wasn’t designed this way, Veri
says, but all seven craft farmers at Veri’s
Cedar Bug Farm are women, and all
seven craft farmers at the Cooper Farm
are men.
“It started shaping up that way, so
we just went with it – and how can you
not like the girls against the boys?”
Veri said. He added that there has

traditionally been a lot of women in the
industry in the Kootenays.
Between the two farms, about 25
strains of cannabis are being grown.
“We’re testing out what grows well in
our climate and which ones have good
levels of CBD and THC, so we should
be able to know what we want to grow
based on this first season.”
They also plan to submit eight or
nine micro-cultivation licences this fall,

and expect them to be approved for next
season, as well.
The co-op was incorporated October
1, 2018, 17 days before legalization.
Veri is the only board member who
has stayed with it from the beginning.
“We’ve gone through a number of board
members and farms and people, as they
just didn’t fit with our ethos,” he said.
Contact the co-op at info@bcbud.
coop.

The all-female crew of craft farmers at Kaslo’s first legal outdoor cannabis farm. The farm is part of the Kootenay Outdoor Producer Co-op (KOP)
and is one of two KOP farms to start up this season.
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Child care severely lacking in Kaslo, says new study
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
A report commissioned by a Kaslo
daycare has found the area is in “dire
need” of additional licenced child care
spaces.
The report, said to be the first of
the kind for the village, says that the
number and affordability of daycare
spaces in Kaslo is a real problem.
It highlights the need for suitable,
affordable child care that meets the

needs of families.
The report’s authors estimate to
meet basic demand, there needs to be
an increase of 125 daycare spaces in
the community – ten times the current
number available.
The report by CitySpace
Consulting was commissioned by the
Periwinkle Daycare and funded by the
Columbia Basin Trust. The purpose is
to provide a better picture of the current
state of child care and the number of
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spaces needed in the community.
The report, which gathered data
via online surveys, found that child
care availability in Kaslo and area
is very low, “leaving many families
without child care, parents unable to
work, perform daily tasks, participate
in community and for some, needing
to leave the community to find the
services they need.”
Currently there is only one licenced
child care provider in Kaslo, providing
12 spaces for children 3-5 years old,
four days a week. That makes the
overall child care coverage rate in
Kaslo, which is based on the number
of licenced child care spaces available
for every 10 children, at 5%.
There are no spaces for children
under three, nor for school-aged
children, and 21% for children 3-5
years of age.
“To put this in context, a ‘child-care
desert’ is considered a coverage rate
below 33%, and in 2002 all European
Union member-states committed to a
coverage rate of 90% for children ages
3 to 5 and 33% for those who are under
three years old,” the authors say.
The report admits it is not a full
needs assessment, but it is the first

of its kind to provide a preliminary
understanding of child care needs in
the community.
“ We r e c o m m e n d f u r t h e r
engagement with families, child
care providers and service providers
to better understand the need for
child care spaces, for underserved
populations, and in order to further
refine the targets,” it says.
Other findings of this study
include:
• The primary challenge
experienced by respondents in securing
suitable child care are services not
being available when needed (62%),
followed by both a lack of full-time
spaces, and the cost being too high for
42% of families. 38% also struggled to
find part-time care. The price of child
care is a challenge for most families,
who are looking for child care with a
budget of $500 or less.
• 60% of single parent respondents
have $250 or less per month available
in their budget. Only 10% of single
parent households currently have child
care services meeting their needs.
• The availability of care for infants
and toddlers (0-3 years) and children
ages 3-5 is of particular concern.
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Most families are in need of part-time
care, although for parents who are
working full-time, finding adequate
and affordable child care poses a real
problem.
• Moving forward, the
recommendation is to increase the
coverage rate to 55% for 0- to 12-yearold children. In order to meet these
targets, there needs to be an increase
of 125 spaces, 27 spaces for under 3
years, 20 spaces for 3-5 years, and 79
spaces for school-age children.
• Although there are a few
families who would like Indigenous
programming, there is low demand
for multicultural, or francophone
programming.
• Single parents are in particular
need of full-time child care. The
ability of single parents to attend work,
appointments, run errands or perform
daily tasks is affected by a lack of
access to care.
• A total of 56 parents and guardians,
representing 94 children, completed
the online survey between April 7 and
19. Further research and a full needs
assessment are required in order to
have a more robust understanding of
child care need, the report says.

More than 100 residents of Slocan and area marched down Harold Street on June 6 as part of a worldwide protest against racism and police brutality, prompted by the Minneapolis police shooting of George
Floyd – a black man who was suspected of passing a fake $20 bill. The Slocan march was organized by
Gabe Miller and Alexander Cendese and started at the historic Swan House. A moment of silence was
held at the recently opened Slocan Beach Park, where some people took a knee to complete the march.
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Storm-damaged rail-trail will take time to fix, says chair
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
The chair of the Slocan Valley rail
trail society is asking for the public’s
patience as repairs are made to the trail
near Lemon Creek.
Helene Dostaler says work will
begin on repairing a washed-out section
of the trail at Mon Amie Rd. as soon as
proper plans are drawn up.
“It’s still in the hands of the
engineers,” she says. “But it is going to
be repaired, and we will celebrate when
it happens.”
The trail was damaged the weekend
of May 30, when a massive storm
dumped close to 50 mm of rain in the
valley, swelling local rivers and creeks.

Dostaler says Lemon Creek overflowed
its banks at both ends of the old railway
bridge that crosses it, south of the village
of Slocan.
“There was a culvert there, but it was
a 30-inch culvert installed by CP Rail,”
she says. “It was working just fine, but
there was so much water, that it was
overwhelmed.”
Matters were made worse when a
resident of a nearby property, concerned
about the rising water, cut a channel
across the trail to direct the water’s flow.
“He was afraid the water was coming
too close to the house, and the water was
coming over the trail at that point, so he
decided to dig a channel across the trail
on the north side of Mon Amie Rd.,” says

The Slocan Valley Rail Trail washout will be repaired once engineers draw up a plan. The
washout happened during the May 31-June 1 rain event, and was complicated when a local
resident cut a channel across the trail to direct the water’s flow away from his house.

Dostaler. “He thought that would direct
the water to flow downhill to a safe spot
and go to the river eventually.”
However, the sandy soil at that
point of the trail quickly washed away,
widening the makeshift channel into a
two-metre (eight-foot) deep, 1.5-metre
(five-foot) wide ditch, says Dostaler.
The Trails Society has since
been in touch with the Ministry of
Forest’s Recreation, Sites and Trails
branch, which are partners in the trail’s
maintenance. They are now drawing up
designs for repairing the trail.
“Because Lemon Creek is a fishbearing stream, they have to be careful
about repairs around the creek, so that
enters into it,” she says. “So we’re
still waiting for the go-head to hire a
contractor.”
The overflow channel is now dry,
and hardy hikers and bikers can scramble
into and out of the channel, says Dostaler,
though people with mobility issues may
want to avoid that portion of the route.
Depending on the timeline for
repairs, the society is considering bushwhacking a detour around the channel.
But that would be a major project in itself
for the volunteer group, she says.
“People could at least semicomfortably reach the other end of the
trail, but it would require a lot of work,
it’s not an easy solution,” she says.
Dostaler says she understands why
the person dug a channel across the
trail, but strongly cautions people from
damaging the trail infrastructure. She
notes in the fall, a multi-million dollar

fibre-optic cable will be buried under the
rail trail as part of that new infrastructure
development.
“Can you imagine if he had dug that
up?” she says. “He would have broken
the cable. It would have been a lot of
money.”
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“People should be aware you just
can’t dig across the trail without talking
to us,” she says. “It’s not an abandoned
railway, it is well-used recreational trail
with legal status.”
There’s no word on when the trail
will finally be repaired.
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OPINION

A big thank you

A big thank you to Wayne McCrory
and Craig Pettitt of the Valhalla
Wilderness Scoiety for their insightful
analysis of the Zincton proposal for a
mega recreation resort in our area (Valley
Voice, June 4, 2020). Also thanks to
others who wrote letters opposing this
devastating proposal. I, too, object to
building this facility.
My first thoughts after reading about
the Zincton proposal were: “Where is
the wildlife supposed to go when their
habitat, their food supply, is overrun,
destroyed, by noisy humans? Are they
swapping places with the wildlife,
humans in the high country and wildlife
in the valleys?” The result would be a
lot of dead wildlife and a lot of unhappy
valley-dwelling humans.
I agree 100% with Wayne’s and
Craig’s assessment of the impact of such
a development on the environment, local
recreation, small tourist endeavours,
local communities. What affects one
community overflows into the rest of
the Slocan Valley. The valley is a small,
unique area. People move here for the
lifestyle it provides and stay for the same
reasons. Let’s keep it that way. Reject the
Zincton proposal.
Shirl Bayer
Passmore

Panic and Pan

According to the Merriam-Webster
dictionary, “panic comes from the name
of the ancient Greek god Pan, who is also
reputed, in a very unsurprising twist, to
have been the inventor of the panpipes.
And although Pan is frequently depicted
as a bacchanalian deity, one given to nearconstant pursuit of revelry and female
companionship, he also had a somewhat
more ferocious side.
“Pan was possessed of a stentorian
voice, and it was said that when the
ancient Greek gods were battling a
horde of giants that Pan’s shout was
so overwhelming that it instilled fear
in the gods’ opponents, aiding in their
eventual victory. He was said as well to
have occasionally caused humans to flee
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in unreasoning fear, which is where the
commonly used sense of panic comes
from.”
Also, check out the poem by Adrian
Ross called ‘The Pipes of Pan.’
Here are some alternative facts,
Elsje! It’s plain to see Pan is the panic
of pipes and mayhem, striking the heart
of man and making him scurry in wideeyed fear!
Nick Chatten
Crescent Valley

Open letter to Agriculture
Minister Lana Popham re:
meat regs

Many farmers and farm-gate
processors were hopeful that your
ministry’s extensive consultation
through the Select Standing Committee
on Agriculture, Fish, and Food and
‘Supporting BC Farmers’ public
engagement sessions were an indication
that the challenges of local food systems
were finally recognized by our new
government. Both processes exposed the
desperate need for Class D designation
and on-farm slaughter options in Area
H of the Regional District of Central
Kootenay (RDCK). I see no rational
justification to include RDCK Area D
while excluding the Slocan Valley from
this provision.
As you know from my previous
letters and almost every agricultural
study that has been done on this region,
RDCK Area H has untapped capacity
for livestock production. Unfortunately,
the transportation challenges of ferries
and mountain passes hamper efforts to
improve efficiency, animal welfare, and
production. In addition, I have personally
discovered that economies of scale do
not support a Class A business model at
this time, despite the strong demand for
locally raised meat.
Increased food security at this time
of exceptional supply chain vulnerability
is a major public concern. If greater food
security was the desired outcome of your
ministry’s consultation, the result is very
disappointing.
Please include RDCK Area H as
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a Class D designated area to increase
local food production through on-farm
processing provisions.
Kyle Wiebe (president, BC Meatworks)
Passmore

NO to the Zincton
resort plans

Thanks to the Valley Voice for
providing information about the proposed
Zincton ski resort. One more example
of how important it is to keep our local,
independent newspaper alive and thanks
to all supporters who make this happen.
We oppose all plans to sacrifice
another natural piece of wilderness
and home to wild animals for profit. As
hikers, we have witnessed the negative
impact Retallack’s ski and mountain bike
operation on the other side of the highway
has caused over the years. With bike trails
already all over the slopes, sightings of
wildlife have dropped significantly in the
Texas-Reco area.
Hiking in the Whitewater-Zincton
area, we enjoyed watching grizzly bears,
black bears, mountain goats, mule deer,
golden eagles, and moose in the swamps
along the highway. We urge all local
hikers, skiers, photographers, outdoor
enthusiasts, and environmentalists
to speak out to conserve this unique
ecosystem and home for the wild animals.

It took more than two decades of protests
to stop Jumbo. Let us stand together and
stop Zincton right away.
We care for the endangered Siberian
tiger, the rhino, and the orangutan. But
our place is here. The wildlife in our
backyard needs our voices. Wayne
McCrory from the Valhalla Wilderness
Society has summarized all the reasons
for opposing the project in his assessment
(see Valley Voice, June 4, 2020, page 17).
Our input on behalf of the wild animals
must be submitted right away. The
deadline is June 22. Email comments
to MountainResortsBranch@gov.bc.ca,
Project Lead Kelly Northcott.
Elisabeth von Ah and
Michael Mardner
Lemon Creek

Answers

This letter is in response to Art
Joyce’s letter ‘Questions’ in the last
issue. Referring to his questions roughly
in order, there are no “easily repeatable
experiments” possible on the current
pandemic that I know of. Instead, its
progress and outcomes in different
countries are being observed. Conclusions
about which countries are handling the
pandemic best are changeable, and vary
with the statistics coming from them at
the time. The justification for lockdown
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is to “flatten the curve,” which is to try
to make sure hospitals are not overrun by
people with COVID-19.
Debate in science is often
emotionally charged, with people holding
their opinions as dearly as they do in
other subjects like religion and politics.
The fact that the much-abused Ignaz
Semmelweis was right about hygiene
does not mean Knut Wittkowski or John
Ioannidis were right about COVID-19.
The things to aim for in recording
data are accuracy and consistency. One
way of recording COVID-19 deaths
is to count every death with the virus
present as due to the virus. This results
in the highest possible calculated death
rate due to the virus. Another system
is to not count any death as attributed
to the virus that could be explained by
some other health factor. This leads to
the lowest possible calculated death rate
due to the virus.
One or the other system is used in
different areas, and as long as one knows
which system is being employed, one
can assess the data accordingly. Using
both systems, with careful tracking of
what is being done, would make for an
interesting comparison. A middle path
of a doctor’s assessment of the cause
of death in each case sounds good, but
would subjectively depend on each
different doctor’s opinion. All told, we
can therefore have consistency, but only
questionable accuracy.
Herd immunity can be brought about
by exposure to the virus or by vaccination.
The former is just everyone taking their
chances. Isolation is advocated for those
who wish to wait for a vaccine to be
developed. The laws to promote social
distancing are to help flatten the curve
while a vaccine is being developed.
Keith Newberry
Slocan
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COVID-19 facts

Many people look for facts,
particularly about COVID-19 at this
time. One could well go to www.bccdc.
ca (BC Centre for Disease Control).
Click on COVID-19 data, modelling
and projections, slides from the June
4 briefing. Much will be interesting to
West Kootenay people: the number of
confirmed cases in West KootenayBoundary (12 to May 31), how BC
compares to other provinces and foreign
countries including Sweden, and the
measured effects of social distancing
restrictions in BC. Regarding the latter,
contact tracing teams encountered a
66% drop in the average number of
contacts that COVID positive people
had, comparing the time before and
after restrictions. The slides show the
impressive positive effects of social
distancing for slowing virus spread.
We are fortunate in BC. We have a
hard-working and diligent Public Health
Service from the local level right through
to the top, an effective tripartisan effort
from our provincial government which
has far outshone the efforts of their
counterparts in Ontario and Quebec, and
a lot of good luck.
Let’s not drop the ball now that we
have arrived at the later innings.
Allyn Steward
Kaslo

RDCK/ Kaslo
shared services
tax increase

Is anyone else in Kaslo feeling a bit
disturbed, and quite possibly shocked,
in seeing the 11.2% RDCK/ Village
of Kaslo shared services tax increase
for 2020? The Village confirmed this
percentage in its recent mail-out to
Kaslo residents, and you will see the
increase, noted as Regional District Tax,
on your property tax bills. The Village of
Kaslo stated, “Zero average change in
Village taxes,” and they said they have
tightened their belt, too. Unfortunately,
the RDCK did not practice the same
consideration to taxpayers with respect
to the RDCK/ Kaslo shared services
taxes. What is also having an impact in
some neighbourhoods is the substantial
assessment increase on their residences.
Of course the assessment amount plays
an important role in the calculation of the
tax bill. Our pensions will not increase
anywhere near that amount this year, and
I am sure I am not alone in this scenario.
Although the Village has given residents
until October 1 to pay their taxes, without
penalty, we still have to pay the amount
shown on our tax bills.
This past April I penned a letter
to the Valley Voice, pointing out the
outrageous 2020 increase the RDCK
was planning to put forward. At that
time, I was informed by Kaslo’s CAO
Ian Dunlop, the RDCK/Village shared
services tax increase was largely due
to two specific categories, i.e.: Kaslo
Fire Hall and RDCK Refuse Disposal.
(There are approximately 13 categories
included in the RDCK shared services
tax.) In my letter to the editor, and to
the RDCK, I asked: “During this tough

economic time, people are out of work,
businesses have suffered greatly, people
are stressed out trying to cope with
COVID-19, how can the RDCK, or the
Village of Kaslo for that matter, justify
this outrageous increase for Kaslo?” To
date, no response! While I can certainly
appreciate two very important services
– fire protection and refuse disposal –
possibly this increase could have been
placed on hold until next year, when
hopefully we are all in a better financial
situation.
This is the second year in a row the
RDCK has downloaded an 11% increase
onto Village taxpayers. In my view, the
mayor and all of council in the Village
of Kaslo should be standing up to the
RDCK in support of its residents.
Jill Braley
Kaslo

Response to
article on Zincton
ski resort proposal

As a very active self-propelled
backcountry user in all seasons living
near the proposed Zincton ski resort, I
can only feel disgusted by Mr. Harley’s
proposal and the way it was presented
in the article in the May 21 Valley Voice.
This article is misleading to the general
public in my opinion.
When Mr. Harley first presented his
ideas to the community in New Denver,
it sounded nothing like this. Were we
fooled, or did someone get greedy?
What a joke to claim it’s going to
be “near carbon zero” because of some
microhydro and solar panels, maybe
even some recycling? Wow! But good
marketing idea.
I am just wondering how all these
people are getting there – by foot? 1,750
people a day leave near zero impact – that
is amazing!
And what about the rather significant
impact a year-round resort has on the
environment and the wildlife? Have
you seen Whistler/ Blackcomb in the
summer? Looks dry, dusty and ugly, but
it makes money.
There was no mention of the grizzly
bear habitat in the Whitewater mountain
area and the quote “no signs of ungulates
were found” is astounding. You can
watch moose and elk from the highway
almost any given early morning on Mr.
Harley’s own property.
And why do we in the West
Kootenay need another resort after
fighting the Jumbo resort for seemingly
forever? We have Whitewater Resort
in Nelson, Red Mountain Resort in
Rossland, Summit Lake Ski Hill, and
Retallack cat skiing right there in that
area (and they want more tenure, too)
and numerous other helicopter and cat
ski operations already.
With the COVID-19 pandemic
in full swing, everybody can see that
tourism is the first to be hit and the
Kootenay economy is feeling that
strongly. No need for more diversion.
And with Harley’s proposed creation
of 300 jobs, which I say are mostly
minimum wage jobs, how many jobs
will be lost in the other resorts because

of that?
Let’s not sell our beautiful Kootenay
backcountry soul for cheap here. Let’s
oppose this proposal with our emails to
MountainResortsBranch@gov.bc.ca,
subject Zincton Resort.
People already come to that
area to enjoy it and need no further
encouragement by more development
and profit-focused businesses. We come
for the love of the mountains and the
peaceful scenery. No noise, few people.
We like it that way.
Jessica Vollmer
Silverton

Concerns raised
regarding a
proposed new
ski resort in the
Kootenay Region

The BC Government Mountain
Resorts Branch has recently received
an expression of interest (EOI) for a
new ski resort development (Zincton
Expression of Interest) from Brent
Harley and Associates Inc. and are
requesting feedback from the public.
The British Columbia Backcountry
Hunters and Anglers (BCBHA) have
concerns and are opposed to this EOI.
We believe this commercial recreation
development will result in the continued
erosion of our shrinking backcountry
in the Southern Selkirk Mountains.
The potential for disruption of high
value wildlife movement and habitat
connectivity through four seasons,
as well as the fragmentation of the
directly adjacent existing intact, quiet
wilderness (Goat Range Provincial Park)
from this proposal is significant. By
granting commercial recreation rights
the government effectively limits the
use of current public land backcountry
users in the area.
The provincial government issued a
one-year moratorium in March 2018 on
new winter adventure tourism tenures
to develop a strategy for the Central
Selkirk Mountains. Since then, the
government continues to permit new
tenures and tenure amendments that
increase user conflict and reduce the
amount of high value habitat for sensitive
species which are currently under
threat, including interior grizzly bears,
wolverines, mountain goats, and the
threatened mountain caribou.
The EOI rationale is in direct
conflict with itself as it plans to offer an
‘authentic backcountry experience’ while
effectively destroying the backcountry
wilderness in the London Ridge and
Whitewater Ridge area and greatly
increasing use by to up to 1,550 skiers per
day. The development of the proposed
resort infrastructure is nothing short
of a full resort development including
lodging and village amenities, motorized
chair lifts, and hiking, skiing, and biking
trail networks. While no ski runs are
proposed, the activity of glading and
removing trees in areas for skiing alters
the landscape and may have detrimental
effects on the high value wildlife habitat.
Our backcountry in the southeastern
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part of BC is experiencing a significant
increase of human use, which is already
placing impacts on wildlife that occupy
the proposed area. This proposed resort
would continue this destructive trend.
Habitat alteration and the displacement
of wildlife into less productive habitats is
a serious concern. The commercial tenure
would significantly impact recreational
backcountry users that currently utilize
the area and puts a price of admission on
existing publicly accessible backcountry.
The management of natural habitat
for all wildlife species in British
Columbia is one of the core values of
the BC Backcountry Hunters & Anglers.
Our organization firmly believes that
effective and healthy habitat is critical
in order to sustain wildlife populations
and provide high quality hunting and
fishing and backcountry recreational
opportunities for future generations in
this province.
We encourage British Columbians
to send their comments regarding
the Zincton Resort expression
of interest to the Government at
MountainResortsBranch@gov.bc.ca
Alan Duffy and Andrew Van Vliet
British Columbia Backcountry
Hunters & Anglers

Response to
‘Questions’

Art Joyce’s letter (‘Questions,’ June
4) asks a series of questions to help
those of us who he thinks lack critical
thinking on the subject of COVID-19.
His questions are loaded with inferences
disparaging the “medical establishment,”
which he lumps in with mainstream
politics and media. One of his questions
infers that this political-media-medical
establishment has made “vicious attacks”
against doctors and researchers whose
work “challenges the justifications for
lockdown.”
In the April 23 Valley Voice, an
article by Mr. Joyce quoted a number of
doctors and researchers who challenged
the justifications for the lockdown. Since
then two readers have discredited some
of these statements, and the Valley Voice
has issued a correction of several factual
errors in the article. Mr. Joyce’s sources
were not attacked by vicious doctors and
scientists, but by facts.
Now Mr. Joyce asks, “Are not all
theories and data sets first given equal
weight until proven or disproven by
easily repeatable experiments? Yes?” No,
actually. The work of lead scientists sits
on the forefront of a vast context built by
decades of research. Theories that don’t
account for this justifiably receive very
little weight until sufficient evidence is
provided.
One of Mr. Joyce’s loaded questions
is: “Why is the longstanding scientific
consensus on herd immunity now
being challenged?” The herd-immunity
“theory” (according to those who oppose
lockdowns) goes like this: we could
isolate only the most vulnerable people
and let the “healthy” people do whatever
they want, get COVID-19, and develop a
large body of immune individuals. With
fewer available hosts to spread itself,
the virus would no longer be a problem.

This theory was being spread on
Fox News around the time of Mr.
Joyce’s article (April 23). Physicians at
Johns Hopkins’ School of Public Health
replied: “To reach herd immunity for
COVID-19, likely 70% or more of the
population would need to be immune.
Without a vaccine, over 200 million
Americans would have to get infected
before we reach this threshold… with
over 25,000 confirmed cases a day it will
be well into 2021 before we reach herd
immunity. If current daily death rates
continue, over half a million Americans
would be dead from Covid-19 by that
time.”
Nevertheless, Sweden insisted on
putting the theory to a test. What they
have gotten for it is one of the highest
death rates per capita in the world.
Tragically, Sweden’s policy failed to
protect the elderly, and didn’t come close
to giving the general population herd
immunity. Tests have found that only
7.3% of Swedes have the antibodies.
The idea that there is a ‘healthy’ or
a ‘young’ part of a society who is safe to
risk getting COVID-19 is untrue. Health
Canada’s COVID-19 website (https://
health-infobase.canada.ca/covid-19/
epidemiological-summary-covid-19cases.html) has a graph showing that
8.7% of COVID-19 patients admitted
to Intensive Care Unit (ICU) are 20-39
years old. Thirty percent of ICU patients
are 40-59 years old, and 2.6% of deaths
are in that age group. The figures do get
much higher with age, but it’s clear that
no age group is ‘safe.’
Mr. Joyce’s loaded questions are
very unfortunate at a time when it is
desperately important for the public
to trust the women and men fighting
the battle to save our lives. But he did
stimulate me to ask myself one good
question: between BC’s Chief Health
Officer, Dr. Bonnie Henry (who still
advises social distancing and reduced
contacts) and Mr. Joyce, which one
has the medical degree and decades of
experience saving lives? Which one was
just celebrated in the New York Times as
“one of the most effective public health
officials in the world?” I’ll stake my life
on the judgment of Dr. Henry, thank you.
Gene Parker
New Denver

While Rome
burns…

I could list a variety of reasons why
I strongly oppose the proposed megadevelopment, but for the sake of argument
and brevity, I will draw the attention
towards a very important element of
developments such as Zincton. While a
lot has already been published in regards
to possible economic and environmental
outcomes, I would like to explore the
close connection between money and
power and what is considered ‘progress,’
‘growth’ and ‘development’ and yes, this
is also going to be mainly about the ever
ongoing class struggle.
Ever since humans have been
expanding their territories, there is a
certain trend to be observed. And in more
modern times this happens as follows.
continued on page 6
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continued from page 6
Certain affluent and powerful individuals
in any given society or nation, openly
distressed about the apparent poverty
and economic stagnation of Third World
countries and communities, pour money
into these areas for projects intended to
bring the population into ‘the modern
age.’ There are promises about fairy tale
endings where everyone benefits. The
same applies to quiet and rural areas such
as New Denver and environs.
I am not saying that places like
New Denver are like the Third World,
but to developers and investors, these
‘undeveloped’ regions mean revenue if
developed according to their whims. If
a place like Zincton does not generate
revenue it is declared useless and wasted
and those who oppose such projects are
labelled ‘backwards’ or even ‘primitive.’
Nature equals ‘uncivilized’ and ‘unruly.’
And that includes all the humans and
non-humans that have found a home and
refuge in these forests and mountains.
So why do I think this is about class?
Well, this resort would mean another
playground for the rich and wealthy and I
do wonder whether the current pandemic
has something to do with creating more
such refuges for the affluent closer to
their home base. It also reminds me a
lot of a certain time in history, the fall
of the Roman Empire, when aside from
invasions and internal strife, climate
change and pandemics caused many of
the powerful and wealthy to flee Rome
for the mountains and rural areas.
The Zincton mega-project represents
another attempt at colonization disguised
as ‘economic progress’ with promised
benefits for the locale. And to further the
divide between the haves and have-nots,
the ones with the means to do so have
the power and might to decide what is
considered ‘progress,’ ‘development’
and ‘innovation.’ Maybe that is why, as
a society, we never quite seem to be able
to tackle real emergencies such as climate
change, environmental destruction,
systemic and structural gender inequality
and racism and of course pandemics,
the latter which has disproportionately
affected the disadvantaged and lower
classes in our society. The Zincton
project merely enables another escape
mechanism for the elite of a civilization
seemingly in decline. While Rome
burns....
Ramona England
Nakusp

Zincton Resort
threatens
important grizzly
populations

The proponents of the Zincton
Mountain Resort claim that their
development wouldn’t affect grizzly
bears, since bears hibernate in the
winter. This claim is very untrue and
is concerning for a number of reasons.
First of all, grizzly bears give birth
in the winter. Human disturbance in the
alpine can cause den abandonment and
cub mortality, as explained by bear expert
Wayne McCrory. The resort proposal
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is defined as an all-season resort in
Zincton’s formal Expression of Interest
(EOI) that is currently out for public
review. The effects of high volumes
of human activity, notably skiing and
mountain biking, in one of the best allseason grizzly bear habitat areas in the
region will be detrimental for the bears
and dangerous for humans, as noted by
Dr. Michael Proctor. Knowing what we
do about the significance of the proposal
area to grizzly bears and other wildlife it
is preposterous that the proponent’s EOI
claims low wildlife impact.
The Central Selkirk grizzly bears
that inhabit the proposal area include the
rare white-phased grizzly that many have
fought hard to protect with the creation of
Goat Range Park (originally proposed as
the White Grizzly Wilderness) and other
projects to counter the many pressures
that put the threatened species at risk of
extinction. They are of particular cultural
significance to the Sinixt and should be
considered incredibly important to all
who live in this region.
The primary cause of extirpation for
grizzly bears is major townsites. Human
conflicts, attractants, and road mortalities
caused by a 1,750-person resort in prime
habitat could result in enough grizzly
bear deaths to threaten the survival of
the Central and South Selkirk population
units. The proponent is now suggesting
that the development will be a winteronly operation, contrary to many pages
in the EOI dedicated to all-season use.
Which statements are we to believe,
the EOI to the government and public
or the proponent’s private statements
to a few community members? An
established townsite on the lower slopes
of London Ridge will mean thousands
of people biking, climbing, and skiing
into prime backcountry grizzly habitat
in all seasons.
The fact is that the proposal would
destroy a critical corridor for a diversity
of at-risk wildlife. Two BC auditor
generals have explicitly outlined the
failures of our government to protect
enough habitat and connectivity between
habitats for grizzly bears and other
species at risk. It is now up to us to be
stewards of this land and to fill in the
massive gaps in landscape conservation
that threaten our unique species at risk.
I urge everyone to seriously consider
why we love this area. Is it luxury
recreation or is it that we live in one of
the most pristine areas left in Canada?
Please email MountainResortsBranch@
gov.bc.ca with the subject line: Zincton
Resort, before June 22 to let the
Province know what you think about
this proposal. For more information on
potential environmental impacts of the
proposal, please see www.vws.org for
a professional wildlife impact statement
and VWS’s submission to government.
Amber Peters
Hills

Response to ‘The
“new normal” is
not normal’

I have felt compelled to comment
on the letter to the editor published in

the June 4 edition of the Valley Voice
written by Lisa Ross of Kaslo – in
part because a few people contacted
me thinking it was written by me
since we share the same last name,
first initial and home town. However,
having spent 30 years working as a
public health nurse (now retired),
I take exception to many of the
inaccuracies in her letter.
Wearing of masks: Wearing a
homemade non-medical mask or
facial covering in the community is
recommended for periods of time
when it is not possible to consistently
maintain a two-metre physical
distance from others, particularly
in crowded public settings, such as
stores, shopping areas and public
transportation. In situations where
physical distancing is difficult to
maintain, a non-medical mask when
worn properly provides a barrier
between your infectious respiratory
droplets and the people and surfaces
around you. It may also stop you
from touching your nose or mouth,
which is another way the virus can
get into your body. This is especially
important as some people may
transmit COVID-19 even though
they do not show any symptoms.
Wearing a mask alone will not
prevent the spread of the virus.
You must consistently and strictly
adhere to good hygiene and public
health measures, including frequent
hand washing and physical (social)
distancing.
Social distancing: Physical
distancing has been proven to be
one of the most effective ways to
reduce the spread of illness during
an outbreak. Studies have shown that
public health measures, including
school closures, social distancing
and restrictions of large gatherings,
have been effective in reducing the
spread of the virus. The ‘six feet of
distance’ rule comes from studies of
respiratory physiology. Without a
cough or a sneeze, if a person exhales,
the distance three to six feet from
another person is called the breathing
zone. The volume of air that a person
exhales begins to mix with the air
that’s already in the room. If a person
is standing within three to six feet
of you, that person may well inhale
some of what you exhale. And of
course if you have COVID-19, what
you are exhaling microscopically
contains the virus.
Statistics for Sweden: Sweden,
with their policy of herd immunity,
has had 45,924 confirmed cases of
COVID-19 with 4,717 deaths to
date. The comparable statistics for
other Scandinavian countries with
similar economies and public health
care systems with their policies of
lock-downs of their populations are:
Finland: 7,025 cases, 324 deaths;
Denmark: 12,001 cases, 593 deaths;
Norway: 8,567 cases, 239 deaths.
Sweden has had almost 20 times more
deaths than Norway and their health
officials have publicly admitted that
their policy was a mistake.
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Comparison to seasonal flu:
Canada has had 97,766 confirmed
cases of COVID-19 with 7,909
deaths to date. The death rate for
influenza in Canada is 500-1500 per
year, much lower than for COVID-19
and this outbreak is not over yet.
There is also a vaccine for influenza.
Va c c i n e s : Va c c i n e s h a v e
prevented at least 10 million deaths
worldwide between 2010 and 2015,
and many millions more lives were
protected from illness. In Canada,
immunization has saved more lives in
the past 50 years than any other health
intervention. If and when a vaccine
for COVID-19 is developed, life as
we know it should be able to return
to a semblance of normal.
If people are wanting accurate,
scientifically based information
about COVID-19, they can check
out websites for the BC Centre for
Disease Control www.bccdc.ca or
Health Canada www.hc-gc.ca.
Liz Ross
Kaslo

We can’t go
back to the old
normal

Lisa Ross lectures us about our
loss of common sense (‘The “new
normal” is not normal,’ June 4 VV)
due to mainstream and social media
“messages that keep people apart
and terrified” about COVID-19.
She sees us as a “populace so
conditioned to obeying orders” that
we are unquestioningly “standing
obediently six feet apart in checkout
lines… wearing masks that are
both useless against viruses and
unhealthy, and I cringe.”
Later she tells us: “The
coronavirus does not jump. The
six feet figure was pulled out of
nowhere. The lockdown is baseless.”
The world’s top disease researchers
assure us that coronavirus is
transmittable through the air.
In one astonishing paragraph,
Ross claims Sweden as proof that
these measures are unnecessary
because Sweden, “refused to destroy
its economy on the basis of a
computer model, and whose outcome
is no worse than anywhere else.” She
makes the same argument for it that
Sweden made: Lock down the old
people to protect them so that “the
rest of us can live our lives, catch the
virus and develop herd immunity.”
Here Ms. Ross is colossally
mistaken. Sweden’s leading
epidemiologist Ander Tegnell –
the architect of Sweden’s ‘light
touch’ approach – has now publicly
acknowledged that it led to too many
deaths. Sweden’s infection and death
rates are the highest among the
Scandinavian countries. Sweden with
no lockdown, today, has 4,795 total
deaths. With lockdown, Denmark
has 593 total deaths, Finland 324,
and Norway 239. On the day of his
announcement there were 2,214 new
cases in Sweden in 24 hours.

When media asked Tegnell if
Sweden’s high death toll has made
him reconsider his unique approach
to the pandemic, Tegnell answered,
“Yes, absolutely.” Tegnell’s
admission has gravely upset the
Swedish government, which will
open an inquiry into how so profound
a mistake could occur.
Also in the news recently, two
scientific studies from the US and
UK have found that lockdowns
in a number of North American
and European countries saved
millions of lives. Both studies were
published in the prestigious peerreviewed scientific journal, Nature.
Imperial College London found that
lockdowns in 11 countries cut the
infection rate by 81% and prevented
as many as 3.1 million deaths. A
University of California Berkeley
team found that in six countries,
including the US, restrictions
prevented an estimated 530 million
coronavirus infections.
Ms. Ross knows nothing of this
vast amount of statistical support for
the strictures on society. She tells us
“Stand strong… Hug your friends…
Refuse to wear a mask. Stand close to
anyone who is comfortable standing
close to you… Make this a summer
of freedom not fear.”
Where is Ms. Ross’s concern
about what COVID-19 has wreaked,
with a total of 7,363,128 infections
globally, and 414,578 deaths; a US
total of 2,049,085 infections and
114,760 deaths; and a Canadian total
of 96,653 infections and 7,897 deaths
as of June 9.
With such figures, I believe we
would be daft and a danger to others
to follow Ms. Ross (and others of
like beliefs) into just going back
to the old normal as if none of
this has happened. There is a huge
compendium of reports throughout
the world from the medical and
scientific community that are against
the very attitude and practice Ms.
Ross urges. Yet she urges us, with
condescending references to anyone
not of her belief, to abandon all
safeguards. She tells us this in the
name of a specious freedom, asking
us to deny the reality of the huge
infection rate and tragic deaths,
urging us to adopt conduct that could
greatly endanger everyone in our
community.
Richard Caniell
Silverton
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Change in meat regulation encourages more local meat in RDCK Area D
by Jan McMurray
Area D (North Kootenay Lake)
of the RDCK has finally had a
victory in its long battle for changes
to slaughter regulations.
Livestock farmers in RDCK
Area D can now apply for Class D
licences, allowing them to slaughter
up to 25 animal units per year on
their farms and sell the meat to
restaurants and retail outlets within
Area D.
Up to now, farmers in RDCK
Area D have had to have their
animals slaughtered at the abattoir
in Creston or apply for a Class E
licence. A Class E licence is more
restrictive, allowing for the on-farm
slaughter of up to 10 animal units

only, and for the sale of the meat
only at the farm gate or at farmers’
markets within the RDCK.
The recent change to the Meat
Inspection Regulation has added
three areas to the list of ‘designated
areas’ for Class D licences: RDCK
Area D, Area H of the Regional
District of Fraser-Fort George, and
the Alberni-Clayoquot Regional
District.
Up to now, only entire Regional
Districts without an abattoir in their
boundaries were given ‘designated
area’ status. The RDCK did not
qualify because there is a licenced
abattoir in Creston, which is in the
RDCK.
“This will hopefully encourage

more of the pig, cattle and sheep
farms that used to thrive here,” said
Aimee Watson, chair of the RDCK
and director for Area D. “The Meat
Inspection Regulation came in over
10 years ago, so many of the farmers
are long gone.”
The 2007 Meat Inspection
Regulation stipulated that all meat
animals destined for commercial
sale had to be slaughtered at a
federally inspected abattoir. This
proved to be extremely onerous for
farmers in many rural and remote
areas of BC, so the government
amended the regulation in 2010 and
introduced Class D and E licences
for on-farm slaughter. However,
farmers in the RDCK were not

eligible for Class D licences because
there is a licenced abattoir within
the RDCK’s boundaries, in Creston.
Watson says there were originally
five farmers in Area D who wanted
to pursue Class D licences, but over
the many years of fighting for it,
“some have disappeared, others have
shifted their business.”
She says she knows of two North
Kootenay Lake farmers with Class
E licences who may be interested
in applying for the Class D licence.
“In 2009, we might have seen more.
Some may want to consider going
back to having animals, but it will
take some time.”
Watson says it’s “on her radar”
that other areas of the RDCK may

by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
Mayor Tom Zeleznik gave
council an update on progress on a
new Official Community Plan for the
Village as part of his mayor’s report
at the June 8 council meeting.
The OCP is a blueprint for
growth and planning, and sets the
big-picture goals for the community.
Residents should have seen a
draft of a new OCP by now, to give
their input. But like most everything,
the COVID-19 pandemic has put
that schedule off. That public input
will now take place later this month,
according to the mayor’s report.
But Zeleznik did give some
glimpses about what the OCP will
contain.
Land clarity: the review of just
who owns what land in town found
some unexpected bonuses for the
Village; some parcels of land, it turns
out, are forgotten pieces of property
owned by the Village. Zeleznik
couldn’t say how much land has been
identified, or what it might be worth.
That will come with more research.
But having land could be leverage
for the village to spur economic
development, the mayor said.
“The Village may own land
that could accommodate infill
development, including lands around

the airport and along the waterfront,”
Zeleznik told council.
The Village could also look
at expanding its boundaries to the
north and east. But this would have
to wait until it gets a handle on its
water issues and is sure it can provide
services to those areas.
“The existing Village area should
be fully serviced before taking on a
new service area. Once boundaries
are fully serviced, and the Village
has achieved a target density (TBD),
then expansion could be explored.”
Foresty: the OCP’s statement
of vision for the community
should be reworked to speak to the
forestry industry and NACFOR
community work. “An Industrial
DPA (development permit area)
should be considered for industrial
areas,” he said. “Ensure through
the OCP that industrial lands are
protected as such.”
Trails: priority for all trails
for motorized and non-motorized
vehicles are supported by council.
Waterfront development:
“There needs to be a clear longterm direction for the waterfront in
terms of programming/ public art/
historical displays, to coordinate
the character of the waterfront,” the
mayor said. That includes ensuring
public art in the area is chosen with

an eye for the long term.
“We have to come to a proper
vision of what we want to see with
that, not a bunch of nick-nacks,” he
said. “It’s great what we have there
now, but we have to come up with
a plan so in 20 years when people
come to our community they can see
they had a very good plan.”
The Village will sit down
with interested groups – from the
Chamber of Commerce to Historical
Society to local artists – to come up
with a coordinated vision.
Tourism and signage priorities:
the tourism industry should be
“defined more broadly” in the OCP’s
goals, and better signage at all three
entry points into the community
would “make Nakusp a focal point.”
ALR lands: Zeleznik said the
Agricultural Land Commission
may be changing its legislation on
secondary suites in the Agricultural

Land Reserve (ALR). The project
team will investigate further.
Council will review the OCP’s
second draft this month. The public
will have an opportunity to review
that plan before it goes to council for
final approval.

Nakusp Official Community Plan update

On behalf of the parents and families of children in Lucerne
Elementary and Secondary school, the PAC wishes to thank
the staff, custodians, bus drivers, maintenance crew and
School District 10 for all of their hard work and dedication to
the school community this past year and in particular, these
past months.
Innovation and creativity have come shining through with
the spirit of staying connected and available. Teachers have
made up craft kits, created fun videos, held entertaining and
engaging Zoom meetings and Google Hangouts. Check-in
phone calls were made and rides, schedules and care arranged for those children needing to come in. Ingredients for
meals and treats were thoughtfully made up with all of the
fixings to be prepared at home. Our principle, Mr. Graves,
has kept everyone well informed with emails and even school
announcements on YouTube, including his signature ‘dad’
jokes. As he was sure to point out, school wasn’t closed, just
open in a different way.
PAC also wishes to acknowledge the contributions made
by grandparents and extended family in providing care and
support. To everyone at the school and in the community, we
thank you on behalf of our children who are so lucky to be
part of this caring and special place.
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want to become ‘designated areas’
in the regulation, as well. “It won’t
be lost on me if other areas feel they
should be included,” she said. “It’s
not fair to apply the regulations to
one area and not another.”
Watson says she’s been meeting
with the minister at the Union of BC
Municipalities convention every year
for years, advocating for this change.
“Finally, they took a real interest
in what we were saying and they
decided to conduct an engagement
process. That’s when they recognized
the disparity and what was going on
for remote regions.”
The Ministry of Agriculture’s
public consultation process on local
meat production happened in spring
2018. Minister of Agriculture Lana
Popham says in a press release,
“We have been working with
ranchers, abattoir operators and
regional governments since 2017
to increase the amount of locally
raised meat British Columbians in
rural communities can enjoy, and
we’re starting to see the results of
our collective effort.”
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Storm hit Sandon Museum, blocks road to popular Idaho Peak trailhead
by John Boivin, Local
Journalism Initiative reporter
The massive storm that
passed through the Kootenays
on the weekend of May 31
damaged roads and at least one
historic building in Sandon,
and blocked access to one
of the region’s most popular
tourist attractions.

And members of the
Sandon Historical Society say
they still don’t know what has
been lost of the ghost town’s
history in the flood.
The storm, which prompted
evacuation alerts and orders
across the region, dumped
more than 50 mm of rain over
a 24-hour period. That caused

SUPPORT LOCAL
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Kootenay Country Craft Distillery
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lora@kootenaycountry.ca
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Mama Sita’s
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Winlaw Brew Op

Open by appointment only
250-226-7328, winlawbrewop@telus.net

SLOCAN PARK

StillPoint Pottery
250 226-6876, 3019 Slocan Valley East Road, Slocan Park
You are welcome to visit us Tues-Sat, 10 am-4 pm in a safe, hygienic environment.
For updates check Facebook, Instagram or our web page stillpointpottery.ca

Your business could be listed here
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flooding on Sandon Creek and
on Carpenter Creek, which
flows through the historic
community.
At one point, water flowed
around the Sandon Museum,
damaging its parking lot and
scouring other roads in the
area. Some water also made
its way into the museum’s
basement.
“It’s very sad to see the
extent of the damage,” says
Judy Maltz, who has worked
at the museum for nearly two
decades. She and Sandon
Historical Society board
members toured the building
a week after the flood.
“The basement area still
had about five inches of water
sitting there,” she said. The
basement has a drain but that’s
buried under inches of silt, she
said. “And water’s never good
in a building.”
Maltz said most of the
displays in the basement
seemed safe, as they were
equipment or tools, or were in
display cases elevated above
the flood level.
But board member Frank
Barnes said it’s a different
matter in the room where
archive documents and records
are kept.
“A lot of it was regular
records, but there was also a

Grad Cavalcade
Lucerne Elementary
Secondary School

The graduates
Aleks Ratynski
Devon Duerichen
Gabriel Nemiroff
Mason Jennings
					

Raven Lovas

Invite the community to attend
their celebration!
Saturday, June 20th 1:30-2:00 PM.
Line up along 6th Avenue, New Denver
to cheer them on.
Bring a colorful scarf or umbrella!

lot of historical stuff,” he said.
“We’re pretty disappointed
with what happened.
“We can’t afford to get it
fixed properly, so we have to
bring all the paperwork and
stuff upstairs to dry it out and
see how much we can save of
it,” he says. “But it should be
done properly, and our society
can’t afford that.”
The building had a heater
and dehumidifier, but neither
were working for days after
power had been cut because
of the storm. While electricity
has been restored, the moisture
problem is still overwhelming
to the system, he says.
“The longer we wait, the
more damage there’s going
to be,” he says. “We were
planning on opening, but after
the coronavirus, and now
this… unless we get funding
to repair the damage, I can’t
really see us opening up this
summer.”
Construction materials
the society had stored in
outbuildings are now lying in
moisture, condition unknown,
and the museum’s water and
septic tanks have been buried
under three feet of mud and
debris, says Barnes.
The Sandon Museum
and Historical Society is now
seeking disaster funding to
repair the damage.
Several roads damaged
The rain swelled local
creeks, which soon overflowed
their banks and damaged roads.
Trouble started right near
the Highway 31A turn-off to
Sandon, where two washouts
temporarily closed the road

into the community, said Don
Hird, YRB’s senior foreman
for the New Denver area.
The approach to the
new main bridge in Sandon
was also damaged by rising
floodwaters, said Hird. Crews
had to replace rip-rap that was
washed away by the torrent.
The two-year-old structure
itself was not damaged, he
said.
The road from Sandon
to the historic community of
Cody was blocked by seven
washouts over a two-kilometre
stretch of the road leading out
of Sandon, added Hird.
It’s taken road crews
almost two weeks to at least
temporarily repair the roads
and reopen them for use by
locals. The roads remain
closed to general traffic.
Idaho Peak inaccessible
Meanwhile, the access
road for the trail leading up to
the Idaho Peak lookout, one of
the most popular attractions in
the area, is likely lost to tourist
traffic for the summer.
An official with the
Ministry of Forests said crews
assessing the 12-km forest
service road a few days after
the storm found it blocked by
a major washout.
“At approximately 1.5
km, a stream culvert was
overwhelmed by the storm
freshet on May 31, 2020,”
the official wrote to Valley
Voice. “The culvert was likely
plugged by avalanche debris.”
The blockage caused the
stream to flow down the road
for approximately 375 metres,
causing multiple fill-slope

failures. The official said two
major events resulted in “the
complete loss of the road
running surface.”
The narrow, winding forest
service road is now closed and
“will not be repaired in the near
future,” the ministry said.
Crews will have to do a
more thorough review to assess
the road beyond the washout to
determine if additional failures
have occurred.
Further geotechnical
investigation and design is
also required before work can
begin restoring the road.
The Idaho Peak lookout is
famous for its views of Slocan
Lake and the valley, and the
Valhalla mountain range.

Electric
fencing
workshop in
New Denver

submitted
A free outdoor electric
fencing workshop is tentatively
scheduled for Tuesday, June
23 from 6:30 to 8 pm in New
Denver. The workshop will
be hosted by WildSafeBC, the
Valhalla Wilderness Society,
Harvest Share and Grizzly Bear
Solutions.
The workshop will address
ways we can manage our
attractants to help keep wildlife
wild and communities safe,
opportunities for fruit gleaning
and fruit tree management
with Harvest Share, cost-share
opportunities for electric fencing
on your property, and what you
need to know about setting up
your own electric fencing. There
will also be electric fence set-ups
displayed on site.
To register for or express
interest in this workshop,
email the New Denver-Nakusp
WildSafeBC Community
Coordinator, Cora Skaien, at
newdenver@wildsafebc.com.
There is room for a maximum of
15 participants, and registration
will be granted on a first-come,
first-served basis. Register by
June 21. Updates and final details
will be sent to individuals who
have registered or expressed
interest via email.
An additional workshop is
being planned for Nakusp later
in July or August.

Support the
Valley Voice
with a
voluntary
subscription
Only $5-$50

Send Cheque or Money Order
to: Valley Voice, Box 70,
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
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SUPPORT LOCAL BUSINESSES – NOW MORE THAN EVER!

NAKUSP & AREA

Studio Connexion Art Gallery

Open 7 am - 8 pm (temporarily – will resume regular hours to 9 pm when restrictions are lifted.) Practising physical distancing, enhanced cleaning
250-265-3313

The Lodge at Arrow Lakes

Anderson’s Automotive Services

Bon Marche Dollar Dollar

Open 9 am - 5 pm Monday to Saturday. Contactless debit/credit
Cleaning protocols in place, customers reminded to social distance.
Facebook: Bon Marche Dollar Dollar Nakusp
250-265-3644

Burton City Cider

Open by chance or appt. Pizza Take Out, Cider and Beer Thursday 4-7 pm
Orders: Text or Call 250-265-7044
info@BurtonCityCider.ca www.burtoncitycider.ca Online ordering available

Chumley’s Restaurant & Three Lions Pub

Opening soon.
Still offering halibut takeout and limited menu on Tuesdays, 4-7 pm.
Call to order 250-265-3331

Crescent Bay Construction Ltd.

Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-5 pm
Nitrile gloves must be put on (available beside the door) when entering and
discarded (beside the door) when leaving.
Phone orders and pick-up available. E-transfer payment available at cresbay@
telus.net • 250-265-3747

Kal Tire Nakusp

Open Mon-Sat, 8 am-5 pm
Call or book online for appointment or tire purchases. Emergency and commercial work done as required. Please only one customer in showroom at a time.
Payments accepted by Debit or Credit. NO CASH please.
Sanitization precautions being taken in showroom and all customer vehicles.
Visit our Facebook page for full details. 250-265-4155, www.kaltire.com

Kim’s Kustoms

Open regular hours, 8:30 am-5:30 pm
250-265-4012

Leland Hotel

Off-Sales: 11 am-11 pm; if door is locked, call 250-265-3314.
Restaurant: Open 4-8 pm for takeout. Closed Tuesdays. 250-265-3314

Marvin’s Small Motor Repairs

Open by appointment or by chance Tues-Sat 11 am-4 pm
250-265-8888; 203 Fifth Ave NW, Nakusp
Restaurant Hours: 12:00PM – 8:00PM Front desk hotel hours: 8:00AM – 10:00PM
Re-opening date for The Lodge Lotto & Liquor Store still to be determined.
www.arrowlakeslodge.com; www.arrowlaketavern.com; 1-800-663-0100
Wilf Hewat Repairs LTD.
Open
250-265-4388, Facebook: @hewatrepairs

Save-On-Foods

Open 8 am - 7 pm daily; 7-8 am for seniors and people with health issues needing
more space to shop. Max customer limit in place. Please shop individually; leave
recycle bags at home; No bottle returns at this time.
250-265-3662. Store Manager: Duncan, Asst. Manager: Ryan

KASLO & AREA
ACE Building Centre-Kaslo

Open 8 am-4 pm Mon-Sat, closed Sunday
Four customers at a time
250-353-7628, kaslo.building@telus.net, www.kaslobuilding.com

Angry Hen Brewing Company

Open for off-sales Wed through Sun 3-6 pm Phone 250-353-7446 to pre-order
or to arrange a ‘beer-it forward’ delivery for a friend. Opening soon for indoor
and patio service - see you there!
250-353-7446, lounge@angryhenbrewing.com, https//m.facebook.com/angryhenbrewing, https://www.instagram.com/angryhenbrewing

Cornucopia

Now open Mon-Sat, 9:30 - 5:30, closed Sunday
250-353-2594; cornkaslo@gmail.com; Facebook Cornucopiakaslo

Eric’s Meats

Open Tues-Sat 9:30 am-5 pm
250-353-2436

JB’s Pub & Restaurant

Open Thurs-Sun, 3-9 pm. Hours will extend in the summer.
Take-out available 250-353-7716; 250-353-7717

Jones Boys Boats

SLOCAN VALLEY
NEW DENVER

Charlie’s Needful Things

Toys, Food, Basic Necessities. Tanning now available!
Open Mon-Sat, 4-8 pm. Call anytime if you need something. 250-777-3789

Glacier View Service

Open 7 days, 8 am-5:30 pm
250-358-2445

New Denver Coin Laundry

Open 9 am-7 pm, 7 days a week
Use your intelligence, engage in physical distancing and wash hands when you
come in and when you leave. Soap is good. The premises are being cleaned
twice a day.
Contact: Wendy @ 358-7792 or Rod – phone numbers on signs inside the
building.

New Denver Community Pharmacy

Open Mon-Fri, 10 am-5:30 pm
We look forward to serving you!
Welcome to shop by visiting during business hours or:
By phone: 250-358-2500, By fax: 250-358-2524, By email: kaslopharm@gmail.
com (please use reference “NDCP”)
309 6th Avenue, New Denver V0G 1S0
Mailing: PO Box 550, Kaslo, BC V0G 1M0
Phone 250-358-2500, Fax 250-358-2524

New Market Foods

Open every day, 8 am-6 pm
You are welcome to come and shop. Keep your distance as much as you can
with others. We have hand sanitizer at the door as well as at the tills.
If you are self isolating or not wanting to come to the store, we can do your
shopping for you and have it delivered to you or you can pick it up.
You can call the store at 250-358-2270 or email shop@newmarketfoods.ca to
place your orders.

Nuru Coffee Bar

Open for business
Tues-Sat, 9 am-4 pm
Nuru Nights Grab n’ Go available Thursday, Friday & Saturday
Please pre order one day in advance: nurucoffeebar@gmail.com
513-6th Ave, New Denver

We are open for business!
www.jonesboysboats.com
250.353.2550 info@jonesboysboats.com
https://www.facebook.com/Jonesboysboats

Raven’s Nest

The NACFOR office is now open to the public for regular business hours between
8 am and 5 pm, Monday to Friday, with COVID-19 safety precautions in place.
250-265-3656, info@nakuspcommunityforest.com

Kaslo Clothes Hanger

Nakusp Computers

Kaslo Hotel

Now open for business Wed-Sat 10:30 am-1:30 pm
Open by appointment as well
1-250-551-6509,kathyprovan@gmail.com, www.sewmuchmoreyarn.com,
Facebook & Instagram

Mon-Fri 9 am-6 pm; Sat 9 am-5 pm
Open regular hours 250-265-4911

NACFOR

Open Mon-Fri, 10:30 am - 3:30 pm
250-265-0129; nakuspcomputers@gmail.com; facebook.com/nakuspcomputers

Nakusp Farmers’ Market

Saturdays 9 am - noon, starting May 16
Locally raised foods and vegetable starter plants.
Crowd limit and handwashing stations. Bring your reusable tote bags. Money
handling will be separate from vendors. Vendors of exposed products will wear
masks and gloves; produce will be shielded. Food harvesting done safely.

Nakusp General Store

Open 10 am-2 pm or call us to make arrangements to come at other times
Sanitizing and bleaching. 250-265-8423

Nakusp Glass

Open
Drop in, call or email to make an appointment.
250-265-3252, nakglass@telus.net

Nakusp Taxi

Pick-up and delivery of anything from licenced food, beverage and retail stores.
250-265-8222

Open
250-353-9688

Kaslo Husky

Bicycle sales and service
Open Thurs-Fri, 10 am-5 pm
Drop-off service for bicycle repairs. Call for appointment: 250-358-7941

Kaslo Community Pharmacy

Open Monday-Friday 9:30 am-5:30 pm
We look forward to serving you!
Welcome to shop by visiting during business hours or:
By phone: 250-353-2224, By fax: 250-353-2336, By email: kaslopharm@gmail.com
For prescription refills online visit: kaslopharmacy.myrefill.ca
403 Front Street, PO Box 550, Kaslo V0G 1M0
kaslopharm@gmail.com, phone 250-353-2224, fax 250-353-2336

Shon’s Bike - Ski - Stay

Mon-Sat, 9 am - 5:30 pm
Please drop off bike repairs to the rear entrance (in alley) of the shop. No
appointments are necessary for bike tune-ups. Our coffee shop and lounge
area is currently closed.
All 2019 bikes are on sale.
For all inquiries, call us as (250) 265-3332, email: info@shons.ca, website:
www.shons.ca, Facebook: Shon’s Bike - Ski - Stay.

SLOCAN

Mountain Valley Station Gas/Convenience
Open regular hours 8 am-7 pm daily
Bottle Depot open Tues-Sat 9-5, closed holidays
Taking precautions for everyone’s health and safety
250-355-2245

Mel B Digital

Slocan Village Market

Open
kul@kulnijjar.ca, 250-505-4722

SS Moyie National Historic Site and Kaslo Visitor Centre

The office is closed, but the agents are working remotely and more than
happy to help! They can be reached directly, or via 250-265-3635 or Nakusp@
royallepage.ca

Wilds of Canada Cycle

Village of Slocan – Fitness Centre, Library, Campground,
Playgrounds

Royal Canadian Legion Branch #20

Selkirk Realty

Open 1-833-501-1700; valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca; www.valleyvoice.ca

Kul Nijjar, REALTOR(R) Fair Realty Ltd.

Open
250-265-4438, https://tirecraft.com/tirecraft-nakusp/ Facebook: @tirecraftnakusp
Reopening on Wed, June 17 with regular hours. COVID-19 restrictions apply: 50 people maximum and social distancing of 6
feet (2 metres). Members and patrons are required to sign in and
leave a contact phone number upon each visit. Pool table is not
available; bring your own darts.

Sew Much More

Valley Voice

Open Mon-Thurs 12-5 pm
Please do not use random cleaners on your electronics, we have specific safe
sanitizers to protect your devices.
www.melbdigial.com, info@melbdigital.com, Facebook.com/melbdigital

Nakusp Tirecraft

Now open with regular hours from June 10: Wed thru Sat, 11 am-3 pm. Take
care and we hope to see you soon.

Reopens June 1! Pub 12-10 pm; Dine in 12-8 pm; Take-out 12-8 pm; Off sales 12-10 pm
Front desk 12-8 pm for check-in and reservations. Strict sanitizing protocols in place.
250-353-7714; kaslohotel.com; Facebook
Open Mon-Fri, 6 am-8 pm; Sat & Sun 8 am-8 pm
Physical distancing measures in effect. 250-353-2205

9

Open with restrictions, July 1, phone for details
Please visit our website for information on the ship. www.klhs.bc.ca
250-353-2525; vcmanager.kaslo@gmail.com

Sunnyside Naturals

Open Mon-Sat, 9 am-6 pm
Physical distancing measures in effect. Food take-out
Phone orders and delivery available. 250-353-9667

Village of Kaslo

Open 10 am-3 pm, Mon-Fri. We’re also available by phone or email.
admin@kaslo.ca, 250-353-2311 x101, www.kaslo.ca, facebook.com/KasloBC/

Woodbury Resort

Boat rentals, Camping, Fishing! Angler Incentive Program Depot
Ph: 250-353-7717; Fax 250-353-2004 woodbury@netidea.com

Village Office open by appointment. Other facilities temporarily closed.
Campground open June 15 to BC residents, self-contained units only.
250-355-2277, info@villageofslocan.ca, www.slocancity.com

Open. Limiting number of customers in the store. Providing gloves and masks
to shoppers.
We are accepting orders by phone for pick-up for those who prefer not to
enter the store. We are also offering delivery services on a weekly basis.
250-355-2211, svmkt@telus.net

WINLAW

Emery Herbals Botanical Dispensary, Healing Suites and
Teaching Centre

The Botanical Dispensary Open Thurs and Fri, 12-4. Limit of one client in the
shop at a time.
Order requests can be sent to orders@emeryherbals.com or by phoning 250226-7744 for pick-up using our safe pick-up guidelines. We offer a $10 local
ship rate and all local orders over $75 are shipped free. We ship once weekly.
Our online shop is https://emeryherbals.com/online-apothecary/
• Colleen Emery, RHT (CHAofBC) is conducting all client consultation online
or via the phone. Priority is for acute cases, new clients are welcome.
• All classes have moved online at this time.

Gaia Tree Whole Foods

New COVID hours: Mon-Sat, 10 am-5 pm (closed Sun)
Email to order for pick-up
gaiatreewholefoods@gmail.com 250-226-7255
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Anatomy of an almost-evacuation: the 2020 Slocan freshet
by John Boivin, Local
Journalism Initiative reporter
On Sunday, June 1, more
than 250 homes were ordered
evacuated in the Slocan Valley
for fear of flooding. A few hours
later the order was cancelled.

Here’s how it happened.
Chris Johnson lay awake
in bed Sunday morning,
agonizing about the decisions
he’d made over the last few
days.
The head of emergency

Four Seasons
Greenhouse & Nursery
Bedding plant SALE

50% off

Trees & Shrubs & Perennials

all 20% off

5531 Slocan River Road
Winlaw
open 10-4 daily
250-226-7254

Animal feed for
chickens, horses,
pigs, sheep, dogs,
cats & more

New shipment
of fence posts
and fencing
now in!!!

Septic tanks
& pipe

We are limiting people
to 3 customers in the
store at any one time.
Social distancing of 6
feet is required.
Please no sickness
allowed in the store.

Be flood prepared –
sump pumps, hoses
Open 10-4 daily, including Sunday

services for the Regional
District of Central Kootenay
went over the factors that
prompted officials to declare a
state of local emergency for the
entire district – an area the size
of the country of Belize.
“We had finished the week
previous, with record-high
temperatures for 2020, day
after day,” he recalls. “It was
ramping up. Our systems were
receiving reports that snowmelt
was coming off the snowpack.
That really filled up channels
quickly.”
Then rain had started
falling Saturday, flooding a
creek and causing a washout at
Crawford Bay, on the east shore
of Kootenay Lake. Johnson
ordered low-lying areas there
to evacuate on Saturday for fear
of worse flooding.
But it was what was going
to happen this day that had him
most worried.
“When the weather
started to hit our region, the
forecaster’s words to us were
‘it is pretty much going to hit
hardest between Christina Lake
and Creston’,” recalls Johnson.
“That’s basically our region
more or less.”
Johnson stepped up the
alert level, placing any lowlying properties in any area of
the RDCK under evacuation
alert.
Johnson couldn’t sleep, so
he got up and went to work.
At about 5 am, he heard a
thundercrack, and the deluge
began.
Forecasters had predicted
rain would boost river levels,
but they didn’t have the peak
happening for a few more days.
That’s not how it was
looking from the ground.
“As Sunday progressed we
realized from our hydrograph
the actual flow rates were
outpacing the forecast
significantly,” he says.
The numbers forecast the
Slocan was going to exceed a
flow rate of 700 cu/m second –
close to a 50-year return period,
and possibly reaching the level
of the last major flood, just
about 60 years ago.

“So we have a forecast,
with very intelligent people
working on it, showing we
were going to be close to
historic flood levels,” he says.
But there were mixed
messages from the data.
While they were ahead of the
forecast, it seemed like the
main tributaries feeding into
the Slocan were dropping. But
by how much? Was it enough?
Or would another burst of rain
push levels even higher?
“It seemed like it might
be slowing down, but we
don’t have a lot of insight for
what people are seeing on the
ground, and we don’t know if
there’s another pulse coming,”
he says.
Adding to the tension, the
Emergency Operations Centre
was juggling several events
at once. More evacuation
orders were issued – for
Duhamel Creek east of Nelson;
Broadwater Road in Pass
Creek; and low-lying areas
along the Salmo River.
“And then we had the
Slocan. We had forecasts going
way up, and even though it was
showing it was going to peak
late Monday, we were seeing
the peak was coming on the
Sunday,” recalls Johnson. “So
we were in a hustle trying to
get everything together and
calculate appropriately.
“[Water] Stewardship were
saying we’re ahead of the
forecast, so we were trying to
make a decision to go to an
evacuation order or not.”
With tension mounting,
and rain still falling, Johnson
and his team finally made the
call at about 11 pm Sunday
night: they would evacuate
more than 250 homes in lowlying areas from the Village of
Slocan to Crescent Valley.
Johnson says it’s a gutwrenching decision to make.
“I want to make it
abundantly clear: we do not
enjoy putting evac alerts on,
let alone orders. These are
very significant undertakings,”
he says. “We get the impact
this has.
“And the worst-case

scenario is we put on an
evacuation order in the middle
of the night.”
The robo-calls started
going out to everyone signed
up for the RDCK’s emergency
contact system. But in the
Slocan, not everyone has
a phone. The main way
emergency officials announce
an evacuation is as basic as it
gets – they knock on people’s
doors.
“I always think about the
trauma of these situations –
to be pulled out of bed in
the middle of the night, with
urgency in your parents’ voice,
saying ‘OK honey, it’s time to
go,” says Johnson, a father of
two himself. “That can cause
life-long trauma for everyone
involved.”
But even as the order went
out, the situation began to
change. Field staff reported
the Little Slocan had dropped
by a foot.
But was it enough?
“It was a calculated risk
we took,” he says, recalling
the decision to rescind the
evacuation order. “There
was still a risk it could go
up. But Lemon Creek had
come down, the Little Slocan
had come down, and we saw
the hydrograph was coming
down.”
The decision to cancel the
evacuation came at about 1:20
in the morning.
Johnson has no regrets.
“Ultimately we were
working off the best information
we had in a very compressed
timeline,” he says. “That was
based on observation we had
in the field, in discussions with
our subject matter experts, and
ultimately a calculated risk
we felt was reasonable at the
time.”
But questions remain. Some
didn’t get the initial call-out to
evacuate; others wondered why
the midnight order to evacuate
was sent to every subscriber
of the emergency service in
the district, and not just the
affected addresses. And why
did the forecast that prompted
the evacuation order turn out

so different from what actually
happened with river levels?
It’s all going to be part of
the review of the event, says
Johnson.
“I’m sure there’ll be
plenty of findings to make
improvements on,” he says.
“And we’ll find a number of
things that really worked, that
helped us along this time.
“We debrief after every
incident, as part of continuous
learning model. It’ll be
interesting to debrief,” he says.
“But this process has not yet
occurred.”
Johnson says ultimately,
though, they have to make such
decisions with the information
they have, and with a view to
saving lives.
“At the end of the day
the best-case scenario as an
emergency manager is that it
appeared we cried wolf,” he
says. “Because that means the
water didn’t come up, or the
fires didn’t burn as close to the
community.
The worst-case scenario is
‘Thank god you evacuated us
because we would have been
in serious trouble,’” he says.
“Because that means that [the
disaster] happened.”
While the Slocan has
settled significantly, and the
forecast is for it to continue to
drop, Johnson says residents
should still be on guard.
“We still have our snow in
the alpine at 138% of normal.
So we have way more snow
than we are accustomed to. And
because the water is so high,
our systems are saturated. So
any more rain we get, our rivers
are going to react very quickly.”
On June 9, the RDCK
rescinded all evacuation alerts
for the region. “While there
is still a risk of flooding this
season, at this time the risk is
less imminent so we will be
removing all Evacuation Alerts
in the region,” Johnson said in
a press release.
The freshet is expected to
last until the end of June or
longer this year because of the
still significant snowpack, the
press release said.

by Jan McMurray
From now till this time
next year, it’s a great time to
go fishing on Kootenay Lake.
The daily quotas for
rainbow and bull trout in the
main body of the lake have
been increased, and there are
prizes to be won by those who
catch these fish.
This is all thanks to
the Kootenay Lake Angler
Incentive Program, led by
the BC Wildlife Federation
(BCWF) with support
and funding from the BC
government and other funding
partners.

The program’s objective
is to contribute to the recovery
of kokanee populations in the
lake.
“The trout are suppressing
the survival of the kokanee,
the primary food source of
these predators. Encouraging
anglers to catch and retain
Kootenay Lake trout will give
the juvenile kokanee a chance
to grow,” states the BCWF
website.
To enter, anglers submit
their fish heads to one of four
depot locations: Woodbury
Resort and Marina; Gill
and Gift Balfour; Wynndel

Foods and Outdoor Gear; and
Crawford Bay Market. Then
they can enter a monthly draw
for a prize worth $1,000, as well
as the final draw for the grand
prize of an 18’ Kingfisher boat
with a 115 horsepower Yamaha
engine.
The goal of the Kootenay
Lake Angler Incentive Program
is to increase rainbow and bull
trout retention from 50% of the
fish caught to 90%.
“Scientific modelling
indicates that increasing the
rainbow trout and bull trout
harvest in Kootenay Lake to
90% could result in an additional

harvest of up to 1,415 bull trout
and about 3,140 rainbow trout,
which would decrease kokanee
consumption by about 7%,”
said a spokesperson from the
Ministry of Forests, Lands,
Natural Resource Operations
and Rural Development
(FLNRORD).
FLNRORD says an
evaluation of different actions
to restore kokanee populations
in Kootenay Lake suggested
that increasing the harvest
rate of rainbow trout and bull
trout would currently have
the highest positive effect on
kokanee survival rates.

Kootenay Lake trout fishing encouraged
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Water supply stable in Kaslo, but alternatives may have to be found
river is too turbid.”
The Village is now back on
Stage 2 water restrictions, meaning
residents can now water their gardens
again.
But Dunlop says the repair work
could take some time, as the disaster
has the administration taking a hard
look at the whole current intake
system.
“We may also have to consider
what alternative sources of water
there are, because unfortunately
there was a similar incident in
2012 in which we lost our dam,
and we thought it had been taken
care of. The new dam was built
to withstand a washout, which it
did – but unfortunately, it was the

downstream road and pipeline that
washed out.
“So we have to consider the longterm viability of that water source
and that will be part of the studies
that take place. And that’s why it’s
going to take several months for us
to get a final solution in place.”
Dunlop says the Village has
submitted $20,000 in claims for
expenses in responding to the
disaster. However, a complete
restoration of the system could cost
much more than that, depending on
the final fate of the intake and dam.
He says the Village has applied
for disaster assistance funding from
higher levels of government to help
pay for the incident.

PHOTO CREDIT: VILLAGE OF KASLO

by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
Kaslo’s water crisis has been
averted, but it could be months
before the Village’s water system is
completely repaired.
“We’re operating on a temporary
water intake, and the Village crew
were very efficient getting that up in
the couple of days after the washout
happened,” Chief Administrative
Officer Ian Dunlop told the Valley
Voice after last week’s council
meeting. “So we do have a stable
water supply for the time being.”
The May 31-June 1 storm that
dropped 55 mm of rain in the area
washed out the road to Kaslo’s water
intake and damaged much of the
infrastructure. Even now the whole
extent of the problem is unknown,
as it’s too dangerous for engineers
to enter the slide zone safely.
Right after the disaster, the
Village was operating on its reserves
only and ordered Stage 4 water
restrictions, the tightest limitations
to water use.
Since then crews have reestablished the water flow into the
reservoir and stabilized the supply.
“Right now we’re meeting
demand,” says Dunlop. “The
temporary intake is providing enough
volume, plus we have a couple of
spring-fed water sources that feed
into it as well. So with the spring
weather and plenty of rain there’s no
risk of anything drying out.”
Once the spring runoff is over,
the Kaslo River will clear up and
another source of water will be
available for the system, he says.
“Once the Kaslo River clears
up we will likely be switching over
to our auxiliary water intake,” he
says. “But right now because of the
freshet, that’s not an option, as the

The Alternate Ark
Healing and Wellness
5502 Ducksway, Winlaw

Reiki Master: Agnes Toews-Andrews
30 years experience as Reiki Master, Intuitive,
and Metaphysician.
Reiki Classes as announced, Reiki Healing and
CCMBA trauma release sessions.
Kaslo’s Kemp Creek water system has been temporarily repaired after the May 31-June 1
storm that washed out the road to the intake and damaged much of the infrastructure.

Complete Conscious Mind Body Alignment offered in Winlaw
submitted by Agnes Toews-Andrews
Agnes Toews-Andrews is offering
Complete Conscious Mind Body
Alignment (CCMBA) workshops and
private sessions.
“CCMBA is for trauma – this life
and past life trauma – and also for
clearing toxins or having a profound
spiritual awakening experience,”
says Toews-Andrews. “Some are
energized, others will let go of nondesirable habits, a few will experience
increased healing abilities, and still
others will gain a totally new outlook
on life.”
Toews-Andrews says people
who have undergone CCMBA have
reported release of in utero challenges,
scoliosis, and childbirth trauma as well
as alignment of bones.
“There are several benefits from
doing the CCMBA,” she says. “Each
time you experience the CCMBA,
you will work on something different
and you will experience something
different, often on higher, deeper,
more profound levels. The CCMBA
is a process that allows one to go back
into the karmic or trauma memory and
release it. It’s also possible that nothing
out of the ordinary will occur, other
than a feeling of bliss. It’s up to you!”
Toews-Andrews learned this

special healing process from Dr. Sharon
Forrest, naturopath and hypnotherapist,
in 1995. Forrest became aware of
the CCMBA in about 1985, after
communing with her ‘angels’ while
she was running a clinic in Montreal.
“The CCMBA could change your
life! It changed mine, and it is so simple
to do, Toews-Andrews said. “This
healing modality works with the higher
self on the individual’s issues no matter
what they are, and it gets results.”
Workshops are an all-day event.
Toews-Andrews limits the class to six

participants at her home. Workshops
for more participants may also be run in
Winlaw at Bindu Studio. The complete
process usually takes about 1.5 hours
per person.
See the ad on this page for more
information.

Flowers Essences available for stress,
emergencies and emotional balancing.
Monday to Friday
10 am to 2 pm
Call 250.226.7268
www.isismoonpublishing.com
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Nakusp Secondary School 2020 Valedictory Address
by Makayla Teindl and Ewan Carter
We want to start by thanking the
NSS staff for helping us achieve our
goals and motivating us towards our max
potential. We would also like to thank the
grad committee and parent volunteers

Congratulations
to the Class of
2020!

for making today possible.
To our fellow graduates: We made it!
Through thick and thin, old friendships
and new beginnings, as well as having
our graduation ceremony in the middle
of a global pandemic, against all odds,

Congratulations to the
NSS graduating class of
2020 from Dr. Dobson
and the staff at the
Saddle Mountain Dental
Clinic.
Wishing you happiness
and prosperity in
whatever path life takes
you down and don’t
forget to brush and floss.
Congratulations to the
2020 Nakusp
graduating class!
The team at Save-On-Foods
wishes the best in all your
future endeavours.

we managed to make it to this day,
achieving one of our biggest milestones.
We will forever cherish our
memories together, even the ones that
go back to elementary school. Like
when we terrorized Ms. Leitch on the
grade 7 camping trip and almost flipped
the dock in Whatshan. And we also had
a lot of fun playing kick the bucket at
Ms. McQuair’s house when we were in
elementary school. Since then we have
lost a lot of our innocence. Over the
years we’ve grown apart, but we will
always have each other’s backs.
Many of us were born and raised
here, and for those of us who joined
halfway through, we all call this place
home. We’ve all left a mark on this town,
some more literal than others as you can
find our names sketched into old desks
and bathroom stalls. Growing up here in
Nakusp has its pros and cons. One of the
biggest pros is that we’re all like one big
family. We help each other through the
good times and bad. As a group, we’re
stronger than ever. Being raised in such
a small community has taught each
and every one of us to work together,
whether we wanted to or not.
Looking around, we know the
names of everyone who is with us
today; that’s the result of living in

a small community. We also know
almost everything about them, from
every heartbreak to every achievement.
That’s the product of living in a small
community with a not-so-small gossip
issue. However, it’s what else we know
that matters most. We know how to
comfort one another, how to make each
other laugh, and how to include and
accept each other’s differences.
Some people may say that today is

where the journey really begins. To us,
the journey began 13 years ago… and
today it splits into 17 different paths.
Some may eventually cross paths, some
might follow the road less traveled.
Tomorrow we will join new groups,
move to strange cities and begin our
new chapter in life, but we will always
cherish our past memories and lifelong
friendships. Congrats to the class of
2020!

by Jan McMurray
Nakusp graduates Sonja Petterson
and Kimberly Roberts are both recipients
of the Beedie Luminaries Scholarship.
The scholarship is for students
with potential who are facing financial
adversity. The mission of the scholarship
program is “to give promising BC
students the opportunity to advance their
education, achieve their dreams, and
inspire others.”
In its second year, the scholarship
provides $40,000 to students entering a
four-year undergraduate degree program,
and $15,000 to students entering a twoyear college or trade school diploma
program.

“This really expands my ability to
do what I want to do,” says Sonja, who
is hoping to study medical radiology
at BCIT.
Kimberly wants to become an
elementary school teacher. She plans to
start her post secondary education at the
College of the Rockies in Cranbrook and
then transfer to the University of Victoria
or Vancouver Island University. “I’ve
been saving as much money as I can,
but this makes it so much less stressful,”
Kimberly said.
The application process includes
a written application and an interview.
Visit beedieluminaries.ca for more
information.

Beedie Luminaries Scholarships
for two Nakusp grads

from all
of us at
Crescent Bay
Construction

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431 • Email cresbay@telus.net

Graduates –
while you’re
out there
changing the
world, never
forget where
you came from
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Nakusp graduates Sonja Petterson and
Kimberly Roberts.
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wishes the NSS
graduating class of 2020
the very best!
Make your mark on the
world!

Congrats to the
2020 Grads

Nakusp Secondary Class of 2020! Back row: Alysa Mighton, Zach Watson, Ewan Carter, Noah Fizzard, Mathias Brindamour, Dawson Bone, Riley Hall, Zach Schmidt. Front row: Haven Rahn,
Shaylee Klassen, Wyatt Petterson, Cheyenne Tourand, Sonja Petterson, Makayla Teindl, Jared Groenhuysen, Jayda Pedersen-Bodnar, Kim Roberts.
Photographer Lee Orr used Photoshop and tricks with depth of field to create this group shot of the NSS grads while doing his best to observe pandemic guidelines.

Awards and Scholarships

Mathias Brindamour: Royal
Canadian Legion Edgewood Br. 203
Bursary, Katrine Conroy Bursary, Green
Door Bursary, NSSSS Scholarship, Skills
& Trades Bursary, Needles Reunion.
Dawson Bone: Royal Canadian
Legion Nakusp Br. 20 Bursary, CUPE
Local 2450 Bursary, NACFOR
Trades Bursary, Renewable Resources
Bursary, Logging Bursary, Ron Aldridge
Citizenship Award.
Noah Fizzard: Royal Canadian
Legion Nakusp Br. 20 Bursary, Skills &
Trades Bursary.
Riley Hall: Nakusp Legion Poppy
Bursary, Hospital Employees Union

Management & Staff
of Hilltop Convenience
& Valley Foods

Amy & Staff would
like to congratulate
the 2019 graduates!

Scholarship, Gord Roberts Memorial
Bursary, NSSSS Scholarship, Skills &
Trades Bursary.
Shaylee Klassen: Sarah Jackins
Memorial, Clark Kessler Memorial
Bursary.
Jayda Pedersen-Bodnar: Chamber
of Commerce Bursary, Dave Grimshire
Memorial Bursary, Star of the West
Masonic Lodge Bursary.
Sonja Petterson: Arrow Lakes
Hospital Foundation Bursary, Arrow
Lakes Health Care Auxiliary Bursary,
NACFOR Academic Bursary, Class of
95 Bursary, Erling Johnson Memorial
Bursary, Arrow Lakes Historical Society
Bursary, Janice Buerge Memorial

Congrats to
all Graduating
Classes of 2020!

Bursary, Reunion ’80.
Wyatt Petterson: Jason Ambrock
Memorial, Vera Johnson Memorial.
Haven Rahn: Donna Wong
Memorial Bursary, NSSSS Scholarship,
Skills & Trades Bursary.
Kimberly Roberts: Royal
Canadian Legion Nakusp Br. 20 Bursary,
Arrow Lakes Teachers Assn. Bursary,
Columbia Power Bursary, Class of ’94,
Gord Roberts Memorial Bursary, Joan
Fowler Memorial Bursary, Bill Robison
Memorial Bursary, Garth Haggart
Memorial Bursary, CMH/ Lodge at
Arrow Lakes Bursary.
Makayla Teindl: Nakusp Legion
Poppy Bursary, KSCU Scholarship,

Congratulations
to all the
2020 Graduates!

Arrow Lakes Teachers’ Association
Bursary, Rotary Club Bursary, Save
On Foods Bursary, CBT Award, Class
of ’97 Bursary, Class of 2000 Bursary,
Class of 2001 Bursary, Class of 2003
Bursary, Class of 2006 Bursary, Debbie
Jones Memorial Bursary, SD#10 District
Authority Award.
Cheyenne Tourand: Royal
Canadian Legion Nakusp Br. 20
Bursary, CUPE Joe Lee Bursary, CIBC/
Robin Miskulin-Pazurik Bursary, Trin
McQuair Memorial Award, Sarah Stykel
Memorial, Debbie Samuelson Memorial
Bursary, Janice Buerge Memorial
Bursary, Betty Walton White Memorial
Bursary.

Best Wishes to the
Class
of
2020
NAKUSP GLASS
201 Broadway
265-3252

The clear choice for
all your glass needs!

Best wishes from
your friends at
Nakusp Esso!

Congratulations to
the Class of 2020

#3-313
6th Ave NW
Nakusp,
250-265-7258

Congratulations
to the
graduates of
Nakusp
Secondary
School
Congratulates
2020

Congratulations
to the Class
of 2020

the Nakusp
Graduating Class

Congratulations to the
Nakusp Graduates

Staff at H. A. Benson Inc.
Chartered Professional
Accountant

Ferry Operators at Needles, Arrow Park and Galena

NAKUSP & THE ARROW LAKES
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Nakusp council, June 8: land ho, salaries low, and milk cart has a place to go
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter

Bike wracked

A frustrated Councillor Susan
DeSandoli proposed a motion to get
a couple of commercially made bike
racks up in town.
The Village bought and installed
two large custom-made bike racks
last summer. But after a huge public
backlash against their placement and
size, Village staff removed them just a
few days later.
DeSandoli proposed two sites for
the racks that shouldn’t cause a fuss –
by the courthouse and by the glass shop
on Broadway. She moved a motion that
staff be directed to purchase and install
bike racks before the summer begins

in earnest.
It’s never that easy though: council
amended a bylaw last year when
installing the unwanted racks, and
now has to tweak that before installing
new ones.
A n d t h e Vi l l a g e C h i e f
Administration Officer Cheryl Martens
said staff were not interested in getting
into the crossfire again.
“Because of all that happened last
summer, I don’t think this should come
back to administration to decide,”
she said to council. “Council should
provide solid, concrete information
and direction to administration as to
where you want them – on the street,
or sidewalk, what type of bike rack…
“This is a sensitive topic in the

community and I would really like
direction from council.”
A motion was passed to have
staff come up with a report for the
next meeting on options for style and
placement of bike racks, then council
will make the final directions.

Canada Day Parade

Good news for Nakusp residents:
there’s going to be a Canada Day
parade after all.
“Our committee discussed ‘what
can we do to bring good feelings to
the community?’” said Zeleznik, who’s
also the chair of the Society for Nakusp
Community Events. “So we decided to
have a parade where everyone stays
home and we come to you.”
Instead of gathering on Broadway

to watch the parade go past, the parade
is going to follow a route that brings it
past nearly every home in the village.
“The nice thing is you can take
your lawn chair and your beverages
out to the end of your driveway and
watch the parade come right by you,”
says Zeleznik.
There’s plenty to celebrate:
Zeleznik is inviting all the 2020 grads
to participate in the event; the fire
department is celebrating its 100th
anniversary, and will be out in force;
and “anyone who wants to can enter a
float, or drive an ATV, their bikes, all
sorts of things,” said the mayor.
Even out-of-town residents are
welcome to find a socially-distant
patch of sidewalk to watch the event,
the mayor said.
Zeleznik asked staff if it could help
out with issuing permits and support
erecting traffic control barriers.

A home for the milk
wagon?

Anne Miskulin, Nakusp Food Bank manager with Arrow & Slocan Lakes Community Services, accepts a cheque for $540.75 from Mary McLaren
of the Nakusp Rotary Club. Last month, Rotary Club volunteers made 180 fabric masks and offered them to community members for free or by
donation. The club then donated the proceeds of the sales to the food bank.

MADDEN TIMBER
CONSTRUCTION INC
LICENCED BUILDER
250-265-1807

A home may have been found for
the antique milk wagon. A committee
made up of reps from the library,
museum and historical society has been
debating what to do with the artifact,
and Zeleznik reported that it’s been
narrowed down to two sites. He said
the entranceway to the hot springs is
being considered – which, when you
include a grant the society would get
for signage, would make it a ‘win-win’
solution, he said. He won’t reveal the
other site the committee is considering
until it gets a good chance to review
both proposals. Stay tuned.

CBT grants come short

The mayor said there are going to
be some disappointed groups when the
Columbia Basin Trusts’ Community
Initiative and Affected Areas Program
grants are announced at the June 18
RDCK board meeting. Zeleznik says
there were $345,000 in requests, but
only $203,000 available. The selection
committee “had a very enduring and
difficult task” selecting who would get
grants this year, he said.

Executive salaries

The annual Statement of Financial
Information shows that Mayor Tom
Zeleznik earned the most from his
council duties, with $13,507 in
salary and $6,892 in expense claims,

FOREVER HOME NEEDED!

CONVENTIONAL CONSTRUCTION
LOG AND TIMBER FRAME
CERTIFIED PASSIVE HOUSE
DESIGN AND BUILD

Tia is the perfect companion. She loves to
be beside you, follows you around, talks all
the time. She would fit in best with an older
family who has no other pets.
Tia is 4 years old, spayed and ready for a
loving and safe home. Call PALS today at
250-265-3792 to see if your home is the
perfect fit for our beautiful Tia!

WEEKLY SPONSOR:

Nakusp
(250) 265-3635 www.selkirkrealty.com

for a total of $20,399. Councillors
Susan DeSandoli claimed the highest
amount in councillor renumeration
and expenses – at $9,275, followed
by Aidan Mclaren-Caux at $8,940
(the standard council renumeration
is $6,754, so the difference is in
expenses).
For staff, the highest-salaried
worker is Public Works Foreman Bob
Gresiuk, who pulled down $99,408 in
salary and expenses, followed by CAO
Cheryl Martens at $82,529.
There are six executive staff
making more than $75,000 a year, the
report shows.
Total executive staff and council
salaries and benefits total just under
$1,950,000 for the year.

Quick approval of water
bylaw

After several months of debate
and revision, the town’s new watering
bylaw was quickly approved by
council. The upshot for homeowners
is watering your lawns and gardens
is restricted to every second day
in summer months – unless you’re
watering a vegetable garden or flowers
with a hose or hand sprinkler. In that
case, fill your beets – er, boots: there’s
no limit to when or how much you can
water then.

Zoning change prompts
live meeting

A developer’s plan to build a
multi-unit complex in a rural area of
the Village has prompted council to call
its first in-person meeting in months.
The builder wants to construct a
multi-unit complex at 240 Glenacres
Road. But to do so needs a change
in the zoning for the area, from ‘R2
Suburban Residential’ to ‘R3-MutliFamily-Residential.’
Procedure would have council give
first and second reading to the change,
which would then allow it to proceed
to public hearing. Councillors were
concerned, however, that not enough
neighbours would be aware of the
proposed change: notifications are only
given to residents within a 30-metre
radius of the application.
“It involves the whole street; all
the neighbours should be given letters.
Not everyone reads the paper,” said
Councillor Ken Miller. “Not everybody
knows what’s going on.”
After much debate – and being told
by administration that any changes to
expand the notification zone would
force changes to the Village’s overall
zoning bylaw – council gave the rezoning its first two readings.
That doesn’t mean the application
is approved, it just moves the process
forward to a public hearing.
Council then passed a stand-alone
motion calling for the proposed change
to be advertised in the paper and letters
to be sent out to anyone living within
100 metres of the property.
But Miller continued to raise
concerns that everyone in the affected
area has a say. He pointed out not
everyone has Zoom and can participate
in a virtual or online meeting.
So the next meeting of council, on
June 22, will be held at the auditorium,
with proper social distancing
procedures in place.

COMMUNITY

June 18, 2020 The Valley Voice

Local resident releases new book on Valhalla Park
by Art Joyce
Longtime Slocan Valley resident
Elizabeth von Ah has released her
first book, The Park of Gods,
about Valhalla Provincial Park. The
book combines field notes taken
during extensive alpine hikes she
and a group of friends took in 2003
with the Norse mythology behind
the park’s name. Von Ah prefaces
the book with an old saying from
Nordic culture: “The real journey of
discovery is not that you are looking
for new landscapes, but that you see
with new eyes.”
The book is beautifully illustrated
throughout with maps and glittering
photos of the high alpine country.
She dedicates the book to the late
Colleen McCrory, who was a key
player in having the land declared a
provincial park.
It’s about time the Nordic cultural
mythology that inspired the naming
of the park – as well as many other

West Kootenay landmarks – was
given a good airing. Most of us
would probably be hard pressed to
explain why Valhalla is so named
– it’s the mythic Hall of the Heroes
of Odin in the Nordic concept of
the afterlife. (Odin was the god
of war, the wind, the dead and the
hunt.) Given the sheer majesty and
pristine beauty of these mountains,
it’s no wonder 19th century Nordic
explorers saw it as a metaphor for
heaven. As Von Ah writes, “If Odin
himself had searched the earth for a
suitable place to erect Valhalla, he
would have found it in the unspoilt
mountainous region of the West
Kootenays…”
Unlike today, when hikers
can use GPS, Von Ah and her
companions had only altimeters
and topographical maps to rely on.
Their epic trek traversed the park
from south to north, from Drinnon
Pass to Wee Sandy beach on Slocan

Lake. The stages of the journey are
marked with excerpts from Nordic
tales. Naturally, such an undertaking
wasn’t going to be easy. As the
author notes, “We were plagued
by the relentless heat of the day, by
our aching feet, by the weight of
our heavy backpacks digging into
sore shoulders and by the millions
of mosquitoes swarming us after
sunset.” And, as Von Ah recalls,
“the incredible beauty of the wild
landscapes, which most likely few
have ever experienced, more than
made up for all the exertions we
had to endure.” Indeed, in the Avis
Lakes to the Lakes of Heaven section
of the trek, they encounter alpine
meadows studded with pink, red and
orange Indian paintbrush, yellow
leopard’s bane, blue bellflowers,
white mountain valerian, and other
blossoming herbs.
A classic feature of mythological
tales is the trials the hero or heroine

must endure to reach their goal, and
what was fiction became fact for
Von Ah and her companions. The
gods are fond of testing people who
challenge their own limits to see how
serious they are. When the group is
temporarily lost in an alpine forest
with nowhere to pitch camp, they
consider using their satellite phone
to call for help. Along the path, Von
Ah invokes another Nordic deity,
the thunder god Thor (after whom
Thursday is named). “Could it be that
the thunder and lightning yesterday
evening represented a warning from
Thor not to proceed any further into
Valhalla?” But their persistence is
rewarded when they finally discover
an open area around a group of small
alpine lakes, ideal for setting up
camp for the night.
As Von Ah’s group enjoys the
aptly named the Lakes of Heaven,
she invokes the goddess Freya, “the
old Nordic word both for mistress

submitted
Throughout the nine weeks that
in-school learning was suspended,
many schools and teachers throughout

the district found creative ways to
keep students feeling connected,
despite the physical distancing
measures that kept them away.

The Brent Kennedy 5/6 class,
with the help of their teacher Tamara
Johnson and student teacher Candice
Mangione, devised an art project

called ‘Together Apart.’ Students
were asked to create unique rock art
pieces to be placed along the Slocan
Valley Rail Trail behind the school.
The project began with the 5/6
classroom, but was quickly opened
to the entire school community.
The Slocan Valley Rail Trail
runs right outside the elementary
school and has served as an outdoor
classroom for many years. A beautiful
paved stretch of the trail runs from
the South Slocan village to Frog Peak
Café in Crescent Valley. Students
were instructed to bring their finished
art pieces at their convenience to
this section of the trail and place
the painted rocks two metres apart
on either side, a reminder of social
distancing guidelines.
“The project promotes getting
outside, being active and creative,
and everyone can participate,” said
student teacher Candice Mangione,
“And the decorated trail reminds
us that we can remain connected,
hopeful and resilient through this
time.”

Together Apart through art at Brent Kennedy

During the suspension of in-school learning, Brent Kennedy students created rock art pieces and placed them along the rail trail from South Slocan to Crescent Valley.

Does New Denver need a community garden?
submitted
The Healthy Community Society
(HCS) would like to start a lively
and inspirational conversation about
whether we want to have a community
garden here in New Denver, or in
this area. The society has agreed to
participate in this endeavour if there is
sufficient community uptake. Several
people have already expressed an
interest, and it is time to find out if
this is something that could actually
happen here.
This process begins with
discussion. In addition to this article
and conversations on the street and
in social circles, an opportunity to
talk about this has been created on
the New Denver Communicator
Facebook page, and people are invited
to weigh in.
A committee would be created if
the idea were to move forward. HCS
board member Moe Lyons is offering
to be part of such a committee, and

to work to make this happen if the
community wants it. For the time
being, if people are interested in
committing to this project, she can be
contacted at meadow@netidea.com
(or you can run into her on the street!).
“A community garden offers the
opportunity for community-building
and just great social interaction, can be
a source of pride, and is a place where a
great deal of teaching and learning and
information- and resource-sharing can
take place,” Lyons says. “But there are
numerous personal gardens here, and
the COVID team is providing planter
boxes to 24 households. Perhaps this
is enough. Unless there is genuine
enthusiasm for a community garden,
there is no point in proceeding.”
Lyons is a long-time Slocan Valley
community organizer. She moved
to New Denver two years ago and
is enthusiastic about engaging in a
community project of this magnitude.
“One of my areas of interest for years

has been local food security. I would
love to be part of this, if we could
form a team that was ready to make
it happen. Let’s find out if this is
something we want to do together,”
Lyons says.

15
and for woman.” The goddess of
love, fertility and all plants and
animals, she is Odin’s wife and gives
us another day of the week, Friday
(‘Freitag’ in German). “Whatever
she touches is transformed into a
paradise of fragrant flowers and
bubbling brooks.” Put another way,
she is the yin to Odin’s yang. In this
way mythic tales provide balance
and integration of contrasting yet
complementary forces in nature.
Von Ah’s detailed field notes
as they make their way north make
it easy to follow in their footsteps,
either imaginatively or as a guide
to planning your own alpine trek.
By adding a rich layer of mythic
resonance to the landscape, she
weaves in another thread among
the many that make up the diverse
tapestry of Slocan Valley culture.
The book will be available
from the author at local farmer’s
markets or directly from the author
at elisabeth@hauslemon.com. Ten
percent of the proceeds will be
donated to the Valhalla Wilderness
Society.

A personal memoir about
hiking the Valhalla
Traverse in 2003
.00

$29

Contact:
Elisabeth von Ah,
elisabeth@hauslemon.com
250.355.2536

Open Sun. 11-3 • 411 Kootenay St, Nelson
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Silverton council, June 10: Mayor Clarke returns to office

by Moe Lyons
• The meeting was held via
GoToMeeting. Sitting as chair was
Mayor Jason Clarke, returned after a
hiatus of about two months. Councillor
Tanya Gordon was acting mayor during
that time.
Clarke’s hiatus began when he
offered his resignation to council, but
agreed to a three-month leave of absence.
During this time, council engaged
Christina Benty of Strategic Leadership
Solutions to lead them in a governance
workshop to, as T. Gordon said, “get
us back on track.” The workshop was
originally scheduled for June 11, but was
moved forward so that it would occur
before the June 10 meeting.
In the meantime, council asked
Clarke if he would be willing to return.
On June 2, Clarke wrote a strongly

Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work,
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal
WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS

359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539
3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

worded letter outlining the reasons for
his resignation offer, and stating the
terms upon which he would return. He
made it clear the main contentious issue
was council/staff relations. “Under no
circumstances is it ok for Council to
micro manage staff… Elected officials
are not employers or managers. Our
job is to set direction via policy and
bylaws – that’s it… It is my view that
if Council continues on its current path
they will have massive staff turnover
and/ or staff will unionize to protect itself
from Council.” He expressed his highest
regard for the staff.
He said that in order for him to
return, “A complete 180 would have
to be taken by the majority of Council
regarding the above. Council would
have to be committed to holding strong
to that course, trust in my ability to lead,
and trust in our staff to execute on our
direction.”
After the governance workshop,
Clarke wrote another letter with an
entirely different tone: “Thank you for
coming out today with open minds
and a willingness to learn. Thank you

VILLAGE OF
NEW DENVER
PUBLIC NOTICES

PROPERTY TAXES

Property owners of the Village of New Denver are reminded that
the 2020 Property Tax notices have been mailed out. If you have
not received your notice, please call or email the Village Office.
Residential property taxes are due on or before Wednesday,
July 15, 2020. If possible, please arrange your payment by
mail, e-transfer or KSCU online payment. The Village Office
is open to the public in a limited capacity allowing only one
person at a time.
Completed home owner grant forms are due on or before July
15, 2020 and can be mailed to the office or placed in the dropbox located outside the office.
For information regarding property tax deferment programs,
please visit our website.

BEARS & GARBAGE

The warmer weather has shown an increase of bear sightings in and around the Village. Please assist the Village in its
efforts to remove bear, dog and crow attractants by ensuring
that solid waste is placed in secure containers. Residents are
reminded that solid waste must be bagged, tagged and placed
in a garbage can before being placed curbside for collection
on Tuesdays. Bags placed curbside without a container are
prohibited.

SPRINKLING REGULATIONS

Residents are reminded that Stage 1 sprinkling restrictions in
the Village of New Denver are implemented annually. Effective
June 1st through September 15th of each year, there shall be
no sprinkling between the hours of 10:00 am and 6:00 pm.

BUDGET 2021 CONSULTATION

Share your ideas and priorities for the next provincial budget!
Make a written, audio or video submission or complete the
online survey through the Committee’s consultation portal.
If you would like to be added to a waitlist for a public hearing,
please contact the Parliamentary Committees Office at FinanceCommittee@leg.bc.ca or 250-356-2933 or 1-877-4288337 (toll-free in BC). The consultation closes at 5:00 p.m. on
Friday, June 26, 2020.
115 Slocan Avenue · P.O. Box 40, New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
(250) 358-2316 · office@newdenver.ca · www.newdenver.ca

for putting in the effort, speaking your
minds and hearing each other. Based on
our work together today I feel we are
at a place where I can resume my role
as Mayor.”
At the meeting, Mayor Clarke
stated he believed it was important that
information about his leave of absence
“get out to the public.” About the
process of resolution he said, “Kudos to
everyone. I am looking forward to our
future together. I feel we are now in a
really good place.”
Councillor Main concurred, saying
“We now have a governance structure
we all can live with. Thank you to
everyone.”
The mayor’s letters are in the June
10 agenda package, posted on the Village
website (www.silverton.ca). The letter
in which Clarke offered his resignation
is not currently available to the public.
• The first item on the agenda was
a presentation by the new WildSafeBC
coordinator, Cora Skaien. She asked that
community members report significant
wildlife interactions to the Wildlife Alert
Reporting Program through wildsafebc.
com, where all kinds of information
about the society can also be accessed.
Skaien can be contacted at newdenver@
wildsafebc.com.
• A motion by Councillor K. Gordon
regarding the disposition of all trees
felled on municipal property was referred
to staff to prepare a policy document
for council consideration. K. Gordon’s
motion calls for the wood to be cut up
for firewood by the Village crew, to be
sold at the campground, in the event local
residents don’t want it.
• SIFCo presented a draft letter
outlining its 2020-2022 Slocan Valley
Wildfire Resiliency Program. Council
approved the letter and changed its status
from a draft to an official document.
Program components include education
(signage and workshops), a review of
the water supply capacity in the three
villages, retrofitting of the Silverton Fire
Hall for use as an emergency operations

centre and emergency support services
centre, free wildfire hazard assessments
of private properties, rebates on work
to reduce hazards on private properties,
chipping and off-site organic waste
disposal for private landowners, a fuel
treatment project west of Slocan.
• Staff presented the RDCK’s media
release about the new recycling program.
Councillor Main said the program should
be in place in Silverton sometime this
summer. Silverton’s will be a “satellite
depot,” and will be open “a couple of
days a week,” Main said. “We will be
able to recycle more, and it will look
different.” New Denver’s depot will be
the main depot, Main said.
• Council received a letter from
the Carpenter Creek Last Wishes
Society about their proposal to explore
developing a green burial ground in
the New Denver cemetery. Council
expressed support for this.
• Council received a letter from
Cheryl Hammond about the request from
the Silvery Slocan Historical Society to
move the propeller from the SS Rosebery
to New Denver, and about a memorial
bench for Frank Mills. Both items are
currently behind the public works yard;
she asks that both items be placed in
Silverton’s Outdoor Mining Museum.
Later, in answer to a question from the
press, Councillor K. Gordon said people
she had talked to seemed “quite ardent”
about keeping the propeller in Silverton.
She said the SS Rosebery apparently
was owned by a Silverton family, the
Kennedys.
• A letter from Stick and Stone
Cannabis Co. of Fernie asks for
endorsement of a proposal to change
regulations in a way that supports
small, local operators, who are currently
operating at a huge disadvantage
compared to ‘unregulated’ retailers
when it comes to online sales and direct
delivery. Council expressed strong
support.
• Councillor Main reported on her
work with the Slocan Valley Economic

Development Commission, which has
received $100,000 from the Province
“to continue work on our ED Strategy
Implementation.” Details of all this will
be coming over the next month or so.
• Work continues with the Slocan/
Nakusp Connectivity working group,
Main reported, developing a business
case for the Slocan/ Nakusp region.
“The question is how we can maintain
community control instead of being
entirely dependent on the big players,”
Main said.
• CAO Hillary Elliott highlighted
the work being done on signage for
playground equipment and the tennis
court, needed because of COVID-19.
She says requirements and information
sharing re: COVID-19 have taken up
a huge amount of staff time and have
been “very disruptive to the Village.”
She highly recommends going to
SIFCo’s Facebook page to view their
fire resiliency video. She is very excited
about the Memorial Hall upgrades, which
are almost complete. She welcomes new
employee Derek Hicks to the Silverton
public works crew. Work on the Official
Community Plan is ongoing, as there
has not been enough time to complete it.
• The public question period at the end
of the meeting saw another acrimonious
exchange between Mayor Clarke and
resident Don Broughton. Broughton
demanded to know if the governance
workshop suggested things be done in a
timely manner, that everyone be treated
equally, and asked if it dealt with honesty
and integrity. He also wanted to know
why there were so many in camera
meetings and why his issue was kept in
camera. Clarke said council did things
out of camera whenever possible, but
that issues involving litigation had to be
kept in camera. Broughton asked, “Will
you ever sit down and talk to us?” He
then declared he thought Clarke needed
to resign. Clarke told him he could stay
in the meeting but if he continued to be
disruptive he would be ejected, which
happened soon thereafter.

by Barbara Curry Mulcahy
Slocan council approved $33,705
in CBT Community Initiatives Program
(CIP) funding at a special meeting on
June 1.
In general, council supported
activities that would directly benefit
residents of the village. Council
discussed whether the local projects
supporting waterfront restoration,
the Saturday Market, and the Youth
Network van should be starting to earn
their own way. In view of the pandemic,
council decided that 2020 was not the
year to begin reducing support for these
projects.
All organizations operating in or
adjacent to the village received the
full amounts requested. WE Graham
Community Service Society received
two grants: $5,590 for Learning Centre
upgrades and programming and $5,000
for the Slocan Valley Youth Network
van. The Slocan Fitness Centre received
$3,000. The Slocan Valley Seniors
Housing Society received $2,735
to support the Slocan Feldenkrais
program. The Slocan Community
Library received $2,500 for library

revitalization and collection expansion.
The Slocan Solutions Society received
$2,500 to help fund the Slocan Saturday
Market. The Slocan Waterfront
Restoration and Development Society
received $2,288.50 to support events
and brochures. The Slocan & District
Technical Rescue Society received
$1,491 for Road Rescue operations,
training, and equipment purchases.
The Slocan Valley Heritage Trail
Society received $700 to improve
its facilities. The Spirit of Slocan
Committee received $500 for the
Christmas Tree Light-Up event. The
Valhalla Choral Society, whose Slocan
Valley Community Band rehearsed
weekly in Slocan before the pandemic,
received $280.
The Slocan Lake Golf Club, the
only valley organization based outside
of the village to apply for a grant,
received $1,500 for improvements to the
golf club. They had asked for $3,600.
Four regional organizations received
full funding. The West Kootenay
Community EcoSociety received two
grants: $1,500 for the 100% renewable
energy by 2050 project, and $220

for old-growth forest environmental
education. The Kootenay Boundary
Regional Hospital Health Foundation
received $500 for the ‘Urologist & ENT
Support Project.’ The Kootenay Lake
Hospital Foundation received $250 for
ophthalmology equipment. The Nelson
& District Hospice Society received
$250 for caregiver support.
Three regional organizations
received half the funding that they had
requested. The Kootenay Car Share
Cooperative received $2,000. The
Kootenay Brain Injury Association
received $500. The Rossland Gold
Fever Follies received $400.
The only organization to receive no
funding was the Nelson Civic Theatre
Society. They had asked for $300 for a
project to support economic research
and development for ‘Kootenay ScreenBased Industry.’
This year, the Village of Slocan
received requests for $39,004.50
and had $39,721 available. Council
approved $33,705, leaving $6,016 in
the account for future years. Slocan’s
2020 CBT CIP funding allocation was
$34,414.

Slocan makes decisions on CBT CI funding

VISITOR INFORMATION
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Tweaks to arena heating system could save thousands on power bill, says councillor
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
It pays to have an in-house
plumbing and heating expert on
council.
Councillor Ken Miller says
his inspection of the Village arena
has found ways to potentially save
tens of thousands of dollars in
annual operating costs.
Miller was asked to look for
energy cost-savings at the arena
at a council meeting a few weeks
ago. He’s in a good position to
do so.
“I installed the system. My

previous trade was in plumbing
and heating,” he says. “I managed
the old arena that burned down
before this one was built.”
Miller found that the facility
had to keep its big hot water
boilers running all summer long,
despite the fact the arena was
closed months ago to the public.
That’s because Village staff use
the facility for breaks and as an
emergency washing station.
Miller’s report estimated that
cost taxpayers an extra $14,000
in the last few months alone.
Compared to other arenas, he says

that’s expensive.
“The Kaslo arena is similar
to ours – their curling rink has
two sheets, where ours has four,”
he says. “Our power bill is over
$100,000 a year, and theirs is
around $35,000.”
His report recommends the
arena add small on-demand water
heaters in specific locations – like
the emergency shower site—to
reduce the need for the heavy
industrial boiler to keep hundreds
of litres of water heated 24/7.
He also suggested other areas
where the heavy boilers can be

replaced by smaller heaters, and
added the administration should
call in a PowerSmart consultant to
review the situation.
“By installing smaller water
tanks, then in the summertime, the
demand would be probably just the
usage, a few kilowatts,” he says –
thus reducing a demand surcharge
BC Hydro charges.
He told council that surcharge
is currently costing the village
more money than the actual power
itself.
“Over half our bill last month
was surcharge,” he says. “[BC

Hydro] can sell the power we don’t
use, but the surcharge is just a bonus
for them. We have to persuade the
PowerSmart person that we are
trying to reduce the overall bill, not
just the consumption.
“So we can use the same
amount of power, but just in a
different way.”
The administration was
directed to review the report and
determine what steps are necessary
“to implement changes that will
reduce energy consumption and
costs.”
Miller says he’s heard from
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people suggesting the arena be shut
down. He’s hoping his suggestions
can keep the facility affordable.
“It’s close to me, having
managed it for years, and I don’t
want to see it happen,” he says.
“Plus I used to be a hockey player,
my kids played hockey… people
say there’s only 80 skaters, but
when you go there when there’s
a game on, there’s 100 spectators.
The watchers are users too.”
Miller’s report was received
as information and staff will look
at the proposed changes to see what
can be implemented.

18

KASLO & DISTRICT

Kaslo council, June 9: Reopening plan adopted
by John Boivin, Local Journalism
Initiative reporter
Village reopening plan
T h e Vi l l a g e r e l e a s e d i t s
plan for restarting operations in
the community. The Business
Reopening Plan provides guidance

• Fresh Meat Cut Daily
• Fresh & Frozen Seafood
• Freezer Packs
• Deli Sandwiches to go
• Awesome Cheese Selection
• Fresh & Smoked Sausage
• Smoked Salmon
• Awesome Beef Jerky
• Custom Cutting
• Weekly Instore Specials

and procedures for resuming services
in response to the ‘new normal’ of
social interaction and minimizing the
risk of transmission of the COVID-19
coronavirus.
The report explains the Village
provides two distinct streams of public
service – Administration & Financial
Services (inside works) and Public
Works & Utilities (outside works).
It also owns buildings, recreation
facilities, parks, and infrastructure,
some of which are leased to third
party organizations responsible for
their day-to-day operation.
“The Village has a responsibility
to ensure these facilities operate under
appropriate guidelines and protocols
if or when they reopen,” the report
states.
Much of the guidance is now
second-nature advice for the public
today – keep an appropriate distance
apart, don’t come to work if you’re
sick, wash your hands, etc. It also
has specific instructions for different

Since
Since1986
1986

Come see our gifts and cards
for Grads and Dads. Now open
Tuesday through Saturday.
250.353.2566

408 Front Street, Kaslo, BC
www.figmentscanada.com

aspects of city services, from parks to
public washrooms. Provincial health
regulations like banning gatherings
of 50 or more people, and facility
sanitization are also explained in
detail.
“Everyone is looking forward
to the easing of social restrictions as
we enter the summer months, but we
must remain vigilant to the risks of
virus transmission by following the
above measures,” the report says.
Council thanked the Chief
Administrative Officer for the report
and passed a motion adopting the
plan.

Wildfire work

The Village is going to be doing
some work to protect the area from
the threat of wildfires. It has received
funding for a range of wildfire risk
reduction activities including training,
FireSmart assessments, collaboration
with the RDCK and fuel management
on municipally owned land. The
Village will be hiring a project
manager to lead the implementation
of the program. That person will
draw up work plans for the summer
clearing operations; developing site
plans and prescriptions for clearing
on municipal land; overseeing the
treatment programs; and liaising with
the village and funders as the project
advances.
Council gave the administration
the green light for seeking Request
for Proposals from interested parties.

Pothole paving

There may be fewer potholes
around the community in coming
weeks. Council approved a paving
contract with Selkirk Paving for
$15,342 to do utility patches in front
of the post office, on Second, Larch,
and Washington Streets, as well as on
C Avenue in the Allen subdivision.

Infield upgrade

The Vimy Park baseball park’s
infield is getting a facelift. The Kaslo
Baseball and Softball Association
recently received a $5,000 grant from
Western Financial, and decided to use
it to spruce up the baseball diamond.
They’re buying industry-standard

red shale for the project, and will use
some of their own money for sod and
loam to complete the job.
“We look forward to the work
being completed ideally in the late
summer of 2020 so that baseball can
resume in the fall should the field be
deemed safe to play/ gather on by the
Village of Kaslo,” the Association’s
board wrote.
Council received the news as
information.

Variances discussed

Council dealt with two
development variances. An
application for a building at 331
D Avenue to have its interior yard
setback for a studio/office addition
received approval.
However, the second variance
request, for an interior yard setback
and higher lot coverage at for 231
A Avenue was postponed for a year.
The proposal faces several hurdles,
most importantly the current structure
– built a century ago – encroaches
on the neighbour’s property by
almost two feet. Council was ready
to approve the variance requests,
“subject to the applicant addressing
the encroachment of the existing
building onto the neighbouring
property as described in this planning
report.”
The applicant should seek legal
advice on the most appropriate means
to clear up the encroachment, council
said. That could be in the form of
an encroachment agreement on the
title of the neighbouring property, or
seeking title to the encroached part of
the property.
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Zincton Expression of
Interest

A proposal to build a ski
resort near New Denver intrigued
councillors, but they decided to
postpone endorsing the project – or
not – until after discussing it further at
the Committee of the Whole meeting
on June 15.

Bear bin

The Kaslo Racquet Club asked
the Village to install a bear-proof
garbage bin just outside their ball
courts.
While KRC provides garbage
and recycle bins inside the courts for
the use of their members and guests,
“frequently, garbage is seen outside
the courts, around the arena building
and parking lot and along Arena
Avenue,” the club wrote to council.
They say providing such a bin
would be useful not only for KRC
but also to the arena and the public,
many of whom bike, walk, and hike
along Arena Road.
Council asked staff to contact the
club to let them know that the Village
doesn’t have any extra bear-proof
garbage bins, and ask them whether
the club would be emptying the bin
or if they’d want the Village to install
and maintain it. Bear-proof garbage
receptacles cost about $1,500.

Website refresh

The Village of Kaslo is updating
its website. It has granted $3,000
to the company that publishes the
Pennywise advertiser to produce a
slick new design for the website.
There’s no word on when the new
and improved site will be launched.

Kaslo Community Acupuncture reopens
submitted
The Kaslo Community
Acupuncture Clinic is reopening on
June 26 at the Kaslo Community
Church basement, 430 B Avenue, lane
entrance.
“We’re so pleased to be reopening
during this time when many of us
can’t get the medical treatment we
want, be it acupuncture or massage
or physiotherapy. We’ll be keeping
our distances and following hygienic
protocols,” says Kate O’Keefe, board
member of the Kaslo Community
Acupuncture Society (KCAS).
Acupuncture can help with
musculoskeletal and nerve pain,
digestive issues, psycho-emotional
issues, addiction, and more.
Treatments usually take about 2040 minutes in a small group setting.
Although many of us prefer private
treatments, there is value in a group
healing structure as we engage in
collective healing in a safe, inclusive
manner.

KCAS provides clinical
acupuncture services while following
the health and safety guidelines
outlined by the College of Traditional
Chinese Medicine Practitioners &
Acupuncturists of British Columbia,
and the provincial health officer. In light
of these guidelines, KCAS has chosen
to reopen in the new location at the
Kaslo Community Church.
The clinics will facilitate four
patients at a time, and patients are
encouraged to bring their own face
masks, pillows and blankets.
Community acupuncture clinics
will take place every second and fourth
Friday afternoons, 1-5 pm. KCAS is
committed to providing an inclusive
healing space for the community
members of Kaslo and area. Sessions
are by donation and there is funding
available to cover those who cannot
donate. Email kaslocas@gmail.com
or follow the society’s Facebook page
@Kaslo Community Acupuncture
Society for more information.

ACUPUNCTURE AGAIN!

KASLO COMMUNITY ACUPUNCTURE will be
starting Friday, June 26, 1:00 at a new
location, 430 “B” Ave - Kaslo Community
Church, back entrance. Extended hours 1- 5,
every 2nd and 4th Friday. By donation or MSP.
Only 4 allowed at a time, no waiting space at
this time. Watch for posters & Facebook for
more details.

COMMUNITY
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Slocan council, June 8: Local bee farmers present info on dangers of pesticides and herbicides
by Barbara Curry Mulcahy
• Christina Yahn and Justin Werner of
White Pine Mountain Apiary on Marten’s
Road gave a presentation about how
common pesticides and herbicides kill bees.
Their apiary is close enough to the village
that they estimate one million of their bees
could be in the village. Bee pollination
can quadruple crop yields, they said. Yahn
and Werner said that the bee industry is so
important that people are “financially liable”
when they use products that kill or injure
bees. When bees collect toxic pollen, they
return to the hive where the pollen is fed
to the brood. This can result in a “systemic
breakdown” of the whole colony of 60,000
bees. Last month, some of their honeybees
returned to two hives at the apiary acting
confused, almost drunk, and then had
seizures and died with their tongues out –
all indications of poisoning. This happened
during the time that dandelions and cherry
trees were flowering. Council agreed to put
information in the newsletter.
• CAO Michelle Gordon reported that
the BC government wants to fund ‘shovelready’ projects to revitalize the economy.
The Village has proposed a project to repave
both Main St. from Lake Ave. to just south of
Fitz Ave., and Fletcher Ave. from Main St. to
Arthur St. Seven roadway crossings that were
cross cut during the water main project have
since been patched in a temporary repair.
Selkirk Paving has estimated it will cost
$240,946 to pave the approximately 25,000
square metres of roadway. CAO Gordon
has spoken with a Rec Sites and Trails BC
rep about coordinating the Main St. paving
project with the Rail Trail project to pave a
parking lot near Delaney Ave.
• Eight Main St. residents asked the
Village to install speed bumps and speed
limit signs on their street, and to direct beach
traffic to drive down Slocan St. to Delaney
Ave. With recent waterfront improvements,
the residents have noticed an increase in
traffic and in speeding on Main St. Council
directed staff to look into getting speed zone
signage on Main, and signs at the Village
entrances to direct boat traffic down Slocan
St to Delaney Ave.
• CAO Gordon reported “another blip”
in phase one (building exterior phase) of the
Slocan Legion Hall Heritage Restoration
Project. This time the project has been
delayed by both the pandemic and the need
for a more detailed tender. Heritage Design
Planner Robert Inwood and Village staff are
obtaining three quotes for the engineering of
a pre-fabricated steel staircase that mimics
the hall’s historic elements. Two types of
siding for the hall are being considered: a
fibre-cement lap-style siding or Can Excel,
a new product that is more expensive and
more combustible but that “could achieve the
‘drop-cove’ style of the original siding.” The
tender will be issued when the engineered
drawings for the staircase are ready and the
siding material has been chosen. Gordon said
staff are “aiming for a 2020 completion.”

Fire safety, energy efficiency, and historic
restoration are all to be addressed in the
renovation.
• CAO Gordon reported that work on the
Slocan Affordable Housing Project is going
well. One- to three-bedroom units are being
planned. Both Mayor Lunn and Councillor
Pelletier praised M’akola Development
Services. Lunn said, “These guys have lots
of experience” and hiring them to guide
the process was “an amazing investment.”
A Request for Proposals for architectural
services was issued on April 27. Five
proposals were received on May 11. Of the
three firms short-listed for interviews, Cover
Architecture from Nelson was chosen. Cover
was scheduled to visit the site at the corner of
Slocan St. and Giffin Ave. the week of June 8.
• Mayor Lunn reported that the plan
to include the recycling bins at the transfer
station would be “rolling out later this
summer.” The change will allow for
more materials to be recycled, reduce
contamination and save money but will also
come with reduced hours. She predicted not
having the recycling bins available 24/7 “will
be a shock” to the community.
• Council discussed a letter from Denise
Dufault, asking the Village to provide space
for raised beds. Councillor Perriere noted
raised beds would also need water and a
fence, and suggested instead that Dufault
match prospective gardeners with residents
with unused garden space. Mayor Lunn
suggested that Dufault contact the principal
of WE Graham Community School about
using the garden boxes in front of the school
for this year. It was also suggested that
Dufault work with Leela Kapel, who had
also written to the Village about a program
in New Denver to provide residents with
raised bed planters.
• Springer Creek RV Park & Campground
will reopen in phases. From June 15 to July

The Donation Store
will open in July to
resume serving the
community.
See next issue of
the Valley Voice
for COVID-19
requirements and
operation details.

Our valley’s green
grocer since 1990

• Fresh
• Organic
• Wholesome
1290 Hwy #6
Crescent Valley
250-359-7323
– Open daily –

(Closed Christmas & New Year’s day)

15, only self-contained units will be allowed.
The washroom, showers, and outhouse will
be closed. If the COVID-19 situation remains
under control, the campground will resume
full services on July 15, though there will be
COVID-19 protocols. The campground will
close on October 15.
• Mayor Lunn met with Minister

Robinson and Premier Horgan by phone to
discuss the pandemic’s impact on Village
staff. She reported to them that the workload
had doubled for the tiny Village staff. She then
thanked staff, with “a huge thank you to our
CAO… I know it’s been crazy.”
• Council directed staff to send a
letter to Stick & Stone Cannabis Co. and

the Association of Canadian Cannabis
Retailers in support of their request that
the BC Government modify cannabis retail
regulations during COVID-19. Stick & Stone
is petitioning BC “to allow private cannabis
retailers to take online payment and make
door-to-door delivery of cannabis products”
so that they can provide “contactless service.”
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CLASSIFIED ADS
ANNOUNCEMENTS

BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award winning,
hand-stretched artisan pizza. 250-353-2282.
CHIAROSCURO PHOTOGRAPHIC
GALLERY: Featuring Fine Art Photography
by Patrizia Menton. Will be open by appointment
only for the time being. Located at 123 Reiben
Rd. in Hills, BC, 16 km north of New Denver.
Phone: 250-358-2569 www.patriziamenton.com
KOOTS KIDS CLOTHING
EXCHANGE has kids’ clothes! Please
contact Robin at 250-505-4610 or
robinmcnabb@gmail.com. Donations can
be mailed to LACE, Box 208, New Denver,
V0G 1S0.

AUTOMOTIVE

2014 VW JETTA – white with black, 2L,
5 speed transmission. 113,500 km. Great
fuel economy. New tires, brakes. Power
windows, seats, sun roof, mirrors. AC. Very
clean. $9,400. 250-358-2544.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

WORK YOUR DREAM JOB and be
your own boss with help from the Self
Employment program at Community
Futures! Through this program you will
receive business plan instruction and
ongoing business training and coaching
while you start your business. And if
you’re eligible you will usually also receive
financial support for the first year. To learn
more call 265-3674 ext. 201 or email
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.
THINKING OF STARTING, buying
or expanding your own business? If so,
Community Futures offers business loans,
counseling & training; and delivers the
Self Employment program in the Arrow
& Slocan Lakes area. For more info leave
a message at 265-3674 ext. 201 or email
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

COMING EVENTS

THE FRIDAY MARKET is happening
every Friday this season in the heart of New
Denver. It will look a little different this year,
as we have modified our space to welcome
you when you come and support your local
farmers, artisans and food vendors. New
hours: vendors will be ready to serve you
from 9:30 am to 12 pm. See you there.
SLOCAN SATURDAY MARKET
featuring local farmers, food and artisans
every Saturday, 10 am-2 pm June, July
and August. Expo Park. Village of Slocan.
New vendors welcome. Call Christina
250-355-2635.

FOR SALE

AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING
CONTAINERS 20 ft. and 40 ft. sizes.
Kootenay Containers Sales & Rentals,
Castlegar. 250-365-3014.
WATKINS PRODUCTS, HAND
CRAFTS – Bertha Williams, #11 – 217
Zacks Rd. 250-265-9080.

HEALTH

SHADE TREE MASSAGE THERAPY
now welcoming new and returning
clients for therapeutic and relaxation
treatments. Clean, quiet, professional
office located in Winlaw. Mobile available.
Jessica Coonen RMT 250 226-6887
shadetreemassagetherapy@fastmail.com
FREE YOGA WITH TYSON in Slocan
Fridays 9:30-11 am * CBT Funded.
Intro Reflexology/Thai Massage $40.
sacredearthsomatics.com * 551-8505.
Classes and bodywork postponed for now.
REIKI, HANDS-ON-HEALING AND
CCMBA sessions for past trauma, also
Reiki classes. Agnes Toews-Andrews. 30
years experience. Winlaw. 250-226-7268.

HELP WANTED

EXPERIENCED BARISTA for new
coffee shop in Nakusp, BC. Mountain
Top Coffee Co. Send resume to support@
mountaintopcoffeeco.com, 250-999-7619.
SEEKING ATTENDANT for Person with
Disabilities. Located in Kaslo, BC. $19.23/hr.
2-yr. contract. 30 hrs/wk. English language
proficiency. Min. high school diploma. Min.
7 mos. exp. work with child with intellectual

disabilities. Duties: personal care, accompany
child on long distance swims (i.e. pool
and lake), assist in regular exercise, plan
therapeutic diets and execute recommended
therapies. First Aid and advanced swimming
certification required. Live-in position. Apply
to Fiona Nay at fionajeannay@yahoo.com
TEACHING POSITION: The Whole School,
a K to Gr. 7 Independent School, is hiring an
elementary teacher for the 2020-21 school year.
Current BCCT certification and a passion for
alternative education required. Experience in
multi-aged classrooms, music, French, and
outdoor education are assets. Looking for an
independent, creative, collaborative individual
with strong team teaching and communication
skills. For further information contact Principal
Anniah Lang wholeschoolanniah@gmail.com.
Resumes can be emailed wholeschool@gmail.
com or mailed PO Box 240, Winlaw, V0G 2J0.
Closing date June 30 by 3 pm.

NOTICES

RHYTHM OF LIFE: You can find the
path to love, wisdom, and spiritual freedom
by singing Hu every day. Singing Hu helps
us align with our own spiritual Rhythm of
Life. http://eckankarblog.org/sound-of-soul
ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS a
problem in your life? AA, NA and AL-ANON
(family) meetings can help. For information
on AA: in New Denver, 250-358-7158;
Nakusp, 265-4216; Kaslo, 353-9617. For
NA: New Denver, 358-7265. For AL-ANON
(family): New Denver, 250-551-6540. Please,
if you can’t get through, try another number.
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CARPENTER CREEK LAST WISHES
SOCIETY provides information on
preplanning for death and advice for alternative
funeral arrangements. Ph: 250-777-1974.
www.carpentercreeklastwishessociety.ca
NELSON & AREA ELDER ABUSE
PREVENTION Resource Centre: 250-3526008 NelsonElderAbusePrevention@gmail.com/
www.nelsonelderabuseprevention.ca. Drop-in
Wednesdays 12-2 pm, 719 Vernon Street, Nelson.
Nelson and District Seniors Coordinating Society.
HAVE YOU OR SOMEONE YOU
KNOW been sexually assaulted and want
help? Call the Interior Crisis Line 24/7 at
1-888-353-CARE to discuss your options or
go directly to Arrow Lakes Hospital or your
local emergency room for confidential care.

OBITUARY

WITH GREAT SADNESS we announce that
Edwin Peters passed away May 29, 2020. He
is survived by his best friend/ partner Linda
Jennings; his children and their wives – Jason,
Chad & Jen, Tyler & Lindsay; and his extended
family Robert & Lou, Coralee & Dean, Karen;
and his sister Darlene and her husband Doug
and grandkids and nieces and nephews.
Cremation has taken place. Celebration of life
will take place at a later time.

PETS

NO SIT! Not your usual dog training class.
Find the AMAZING in your dog. www.
proudofmydog.ca

REAL ESTATE WANTED

LOOKING FOR LAND TO LEASE for
two tiny homes and garden, shed in the Slocan

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN

MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter
TimberFrame Homes
Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall
Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding
Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales
dave@maddentimber.com

250 265 1807

HALL LUMBER
& BUILDING SUPPLIES
Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat
10 am to 5 pm
PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd.
Edgewood, BC

K&A

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431
• Email cresbay@telus.net

Tim Reilly

Suite 3, 622 Front St
Nelson, BC Vll 4B7
C: (250)551-6584
Licensed Residential Builder & General Contractor
Design • Project Management • Building Services
www.trctimberworks.com

Electrical Contracting Ltd
Alex Joseph
250-358-7721

Indoor Garden
Supplies
Castlegar
250-304-2911

1730 Hwy 3, Selkirk Spring Building
dan@canadiangardensupply.com

SOLID
PLAN

T: (250) 551-7127
E: joszef@airpost.net

S. KING, CET

(250) 358-7922

skingcivil@hotmail.com
4619 Hwy 6, New Denver, BC V0G 1S1
Residential & commercial
cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC

250.226.7441

www.leafcabinetry.com

Renovations and
Maintenance Made Easy!

• Basic Renovations & Construction •
• Painting • Landscaping •
Hourly Rate, By Appointment Only
– Slocan Lake communities Only –
muralsbytim@gmail.com

47 years serving Ainsworth, Kaslo & north
All electrical work, micro-hydro & solar

Call Don (250)353-2563

(250) 551-TIME (8463)

Jim Pownall
& Co.

DRAFTING AND DESIGN

Leaf Cabinetry

Scarlett’s Electric

mobile

Kent & Arlene Yardcare Services
Housewatch • Free Estimates
358-2508 • 358-7785 • 505-8210
wyofonoff1@yahoo.ca

Crescent Bay
Construction Ltd.
Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Wired by Alex

Grow Your Own
Indoor & Outdoor Garden
Supplies, Knowledgeable Staff,
Regular Hours
Mon – Sat 9 am - 5 pm
Closed Sunday and Long Weekends

Brian Madill & Kevin Erdos
Building and Renovations
Serving the West Kootenay
Phone: 250-355-0044
email: ValhallaFtF@outlook.com

Crane Service

New Denver • BC
250-358-2566
jpownall@telus.net

Highland Creek
Contracting
• Excavating • Dump truck •
Premium garden soil • Lawn
installation • Landscaping

Call for a estimate
Pete Schwartz
cell: 250-505-4347

Tyler Paynton • 250.777.3654 • silverridgeearthsnow@hotmail.com

LOG & TIMBER
FRAME HOMES

highlandcreekcontracting@gmail.com
highlandcreekcontracting.com

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

• Power Trowel • Concrete Finishing
• Concrete Stamping and Acid
Staining • Forming • Tile Setting
• Cultured & Natural Stone Installation
CREATIVE MASONRY SOLUTIONS
FOR YOUR HOME AND BUSINESS

Patrick Baird
250-354-8562
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Valley area. We will install water, septic,
hydro if necessary. Email twinkletoes2222@
gmail.com or call 306-692-3201.
LOOKING FOR LAND TO PURCHASE
under $85k with seller willing to hold part of
the mortgage with downpayment and a 3.75%
interest rate over the length of the agreed term.
Buyer will pay all legal and closing costs to put
in place a legally binding purchase agreement.
sgconway@hotmail.com, 403-889-5985.

RENTAL WANTED

CAROL AND 2 DOGS seeking rental starting
August/September/October in New Denver area
preferably. Reliable, responsible, mature adult.
Conscious, clean, active lifestyle. Thank you!
cbboccaccio@gmail.com 1-780-926-6538.

SERVICES

BLAZE KING/VALLEY COMFORT
Wood, Electric & Oil specialist: sales,
installations, service inspection &
consultations. Duct cleaning & sanitizing;
Ductwork, Chimneys, Oil tank removals,
BC ventilation solutions & HRV design
and installations. K.F. Kootenay Furnace
Ltd. LIMITED SERVICES, CALL FOR
MORE INFORMATION 250-355-0088.
JOURNEYMAN PLUMBER and “B”ticket gasfitter for new construction or

Lemon Creek
Lodge & Campground
Year-round facility
1-877-970-8090
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HAIR

renovation plumbing, water systems/
filtration, septic. 250-777-3588 (Tim);
www.paradisevalleyplumbing.ca or email:
schaferspeare@gmail.com.
UNDERSTAND YOUR LIFE PURPOSE
and claim your true power with the
ancient study of astrology. Amanda offers
comprehensive astrology natal chart
readings for you to deepen your selfstudy. 1.5-2 hours recorded over Zoom,
phone, or in-person. Send an email to
amandakonkin@protonmail.com or
call/text 250.686.0567 to book a session.

WANTED

WANTED: 2004 or 2005 TOYOTA
Camry or Corolla, 4-door automatic. Call
250-355-2780.
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June 26
2020
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School District 8 Kootenay Lake, June 9: School calendar options to be reviewed
by Jan McMurray
• The board agreed unanimously to a
review of school calendar options, including
‘blended learning’ (more online and less
in-school hours) and a four-day week. The
Education Committee of the Whole was
tasked with the review, and asked to bring
recommendations to the board by December
2021. Trustee Sheri Walsh explained that
the idea for the calendar review came from
student trustees, based on their experience
with remote learning during the pandemic.
Harlan Hofmann, student trustee
from LV Rogers, told the board that the
recent “experiments” with online learning
throughout Canada and the world have
“vastly expanded” the information available
on online and mixed learning.
“Online learning is not ideal, but it’s
better in some ways – there’s less time
spent on transportation, more flexibility for
students and teachers, and less burnout,” he
said. “Hopefully we can find the best way
to mix both in-school and online learning.”
Several trustees spoke, expressing
a keen interest in having a discussion
on calendar options, but cautioning the

EDUCATION

committee to consider staff and the
collective agreements during the review.
Slocan Valley Trustee Sharon Nazaroff
said, “It’s fabulous to be on the leading edge
looking at this while keeping everyone’s
interests in mind.”
• Jann Schmidt made a presentation on
how the pandemic has impacted the SD8
international program. The safe return of
the students to their home countries was
challenging, she said, because each country
has different rules. Some students booked
flights home that ended up being cancelled.
The Brazilian students are not able to return,
so there are complications with study
permits expiring. There are still 32 out of 70
international students in the district, she said.
“Thank you to our homestay families and to
our teachers for supporting them,” she said.
Schmidt reported that the district has
a quarantine plan in place, thanks to the
partnership with Selkirk College. She said
recruitment has continued online, and 50
international students are expected in 202021 – some from countries SD8 has never
signed before.
• Director of Technology Nick Howald

• BICYCLE

Bikes, Skis,
Snowshoes
Sales and
Maintenance
• Guesthouse •

Call Shon
250-265-3332

shonsbs@gmail.com

Tuesday

THRU

Friday

– By Appointment –

358-7769

Owner & Journeyman Technician
3804 Pine Rd. Krestova, BC

Alongside Mountainberry

778.454.0180

CLEANING

250-358-7199

303-6th Avenue (Main St.), New Denver

PROFESSIONAL CLEANING SERVICES
residential and commercial • FREE ESTIMATES

Contact Carolina 250 505 6944

linagritco@gmail. com

TUES

CHIROPRACTOR: Dr. Larry Zaleski

Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care

Silverton: Mondays & Friday afternoon – Winlaw & Nakusp on
Alternating Wednesdays (plus every 4th Thursday afternoon in Winlaw)

COUNSELLOR: Sue Mistretta, M.A.

19 years experience helping clients working with anxiety,
depression, grief, self esteem, health crisis, life transitions or
simply are feeling stuck or uninspired.

Offices in Silverton & Nelson
Call 250-358-2177 for appointments
Visit www.handandsoul.ca

Support the
Valley Voice
with a voluntary
subscription

Only $5-$50
Send Cheque or Money Order to:
Valley Voice, Box 70,
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
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stjautomotive@gmail.com

PHOTOGRAPHY
Your ad could
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Open 1 pm to 4:30 pm Tues.
$11.00 + GST

• DAILY, WEEKLY & MONTHLY CLEANING
• OCCASIONAL CLEANING
• PRE-SALE CLEANING
• YARD CLEAN UP
• DETAILED CLEANING
• MOVING IN/OUT CLEANING SERVICES

SERVING NAKUSP & AREA
NEW DENVER & AREA, SLOCAN VALLEY & KASLO

BUYER
Hand & Soul
Wellness Centre
202 Lake Avenue, Silverton

WE DO OIL CHANGES – We stock oil & filters
for most common vehicles! • NEW TIRE
SALES – Installs, Repairs & Changeovers •
GENERAL MAINTENANCE & REPAIR

STEEL TOE JOE’S
Automotive Repair
Joe Shaw

RECYCLING

AVA’S
Hair Studio

gave a report on the Information Technology
(IT) department. The district is in the second
year of a three-year tech plan.
“I want to thank the board and district
for having the forethought to spend money
on technology because it would have been
a more difficult time without it,” he said.
When the pandemic hit, the district was
able to move smoothly to online learning.
Network upgrades have been
completed in all schools but Winlaw
Elementary and Crawford Bay – these will
be finished this summer. The district has
one device for every two students “and we
continue to shrink that ratio,” Howald said.
Two new staff – an IT manager and IT
technician – were hired and started during
the pandemic. The IT offices were renovated
during this time, as well.
“We’ve had to support the district in
many ways during COVID to enact online
learning, and everyone is getting used to
Zoom meetings,” he said. The department
has helped families in need with internet
service and through its IT loaner program.
Howald said they had loaned out 900
devices to students in need.

GIFTS

Buying old toys
& collectibles
Toys from the 90s or
earlier

Antiques, old book or coin
collections, old video games,
movie posters, Horror VHS
tapes & similar items
Call Sam
250-355-2822
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New Denver-Silverton composting program has come full cycle
submitted
The North Slocan Valley has hit
pay dirt with its community composting
program. The first batch of ‘black gold’
– the ready compost – was distributed to
program participants on June 13.
“Folks are thrilled with the final
compost product,” said Julia Greenlaw,
who has been co-managing the project
with Katrina Sumrall for the Healthy
Community Society of the North Slocan
Valley.
The project came out of the Columbia
Basin Trust’s Climate Action Program.
“With waste management as one of the
biggest contributors to climate change,
the CBT really supported our community
composting project idea. They provided
some funding for the two years, and the
Villages of New Denver and Silverton and
the RDCK also chipped in.”
The project started out in winter
2018-19 with a few test units of drumstyle Joracan composters set up around
New Denver and Silverton.
“WildSafeBC recommended the

Your ad
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only $19.50
+ GST

HOURS
9 AM - 9 PM

Joracan composter – it’s been tested
against black bears and grizzly bears, and
it also stymies smaller rodents like rats,”
Greenlaw said.
There are now eight units – three in
Silverton, four in New Denver and one at
Lucerne School.
People sign up to participate, so as
not to overwhelm the composters and so
they can keep in touch with Greenlaw
and Sumrall. The program currently
serves about 200 residents as well as
two businesses, the youth centre and the
school. Greenlaw says there is a demand
for more capacity and more composting
units, especially for the summer and fall
season.
“Summer/fall 2019 was the busiest
season – so much that we have had to
lock certain units to keep them member
use only – but the Joracans were fed all
winter by registered households.”
Greenlaw says neighbourhoods have
adopted the units, and members have done
“an amazing job of cutting up their waste,
keeping contaminants out and turning

the units to aerate the product and get the
microbes working!”
Participants mix their food scraps
with wood pellets or sawdust, dump it into
the Joracan, and then turn the composter.
“People are really grateful,” Greenlaw
says. “They love that it’s convenient and
wildlife resistant, and it lessens their loads
to the landfill.”
The compost coming out of the
Joracans is quite acidic and needs time
to cure, Greenlaw said, so the society
worked with Rosebery resident Tyler
Paynton to build a curing area on his
property. The curing area was built to
government standards. After curing for
several months, the compost was sent
off to the lab.
“We’re thrilled to give the lab-tested,
beautiful ‘black gold’ back to participants
to feed their gardens,” Greenlaw said,
adding that Lucerne School is also
growing food with this rich compost in
their garden and greenhouse.
The Healthy Community Society
is advertising for a new manager to
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H. A. Benson Inc.
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Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

BIG DOG MUSIC

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

• Guitars and Accessories • Musical
Instruments • Vintage Vinyl Records • New
Vinyl Records • Stereo Equipment - Turntables
7 A.M. - 3 P.M.
11 A.M. - 3 P.M.

421 6th Ave, New Denver
250-307-0163

maintain the units in the two villages
while Greenlaw and Sumrall will remain
as ambassadors for the program. In the

518 6th Ave • New Denver

250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290
email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca

Bree Lilies gets her compost from the New Denver composting program.
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Bill Lander
REALTOR®
250-551-5652
bill@billlander.ca

Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area.
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm

Certified by the Province of BC to test drinking water

Gaia Tree Whole Foods
Community Market

Valley Exchange

• All Organic Produce
• All Organic Grains
– Bulk Ordering –

Mon-Sat 9-6
Sunday 10-4

AGRICULTURE

Downtown Winlaw • 250-226-7255

Now Open!
Wednesday – Saturday
11:00 am - 3:00 pm
Closed Sunday –
Tuesday
Main Street, New Denver
250-358-2178

longer term, the society is looking at
ways to transition the management of the
program to neighbourhoods.

I show all my listings!
Serving the Slocan Valley for the
16th year.
Offices in Nakusp, Nelson & Kaslo

New Market Foods

Community Discount Day:
Last Friday of the month
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Buying/Selling
Gold & Silver
250-353-7844
Tax Returns not
behaving?
Canadian Tax Whisperer
(est. 1983)

A small family-owned &
operated tax and book-keeping
service is taking on new clients.
For by-phone appointments call
on Sunday 12-4 to book.

250-355-2822
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New Denver council, June 9: Council to explore green burials for cemetery
by Kathy Hartman
• Council agreed to explore
the idea of allowing green
burials at the New Denver
cemetery. Green burials are
burials in a shroud or other
fully biodegradable materials.
Currently, the Village requires
a rigid container. Green burials
are not prohibited in BC, but
existing Village policy would
need to change. The Carpenter
Creek Last Wishes Society will
meet with staff to explore the
possibility of the society creating
a green burial ground in the
cemetery with “some landscaping
with native plants, both on the
graves and in the designated
area to create a beautiful
natural environment.” Chief
Administrative Officer Catherine
Allaway said, “We need to know
what’s in the ground before we
can know what’s available and
what’s already occupied.” There
is money in the budget to begin a
non-invasive ground penetrating
radar survey to identify existing

Swamp
Tails

Cheerful notes from the Valhalla
Foundation for Ecology
These notes from the field are submitted by
Lorna Visser and Registered Professional
Biologist Wayne McCrory, directors of
the Valhalla Foundation for Ecology. The
VFE presents this paid column to educate
readers about wetland restoration and to
support our Valley Voice newspaper. This
edition’s Swamp Tails column is sponsored
by the Fish & Wildlife Compensation
Program.
Greetings, marsh fans.
The near-record spring freshet this
year, helped by a deluge from the sky
with the colossal thunderstorm of May
31st, brought abundant water to fill up
the Snk’mip marsh and its many adjacent
ponds and pools.
The marsh is full, boggy ground is
saturated, beaver are busy shoring up
their dams against the high water, birds
are dining deluxe on seeds and bugs,
and native grasses and plants are wellnourished including the native grasses and
shrubs we planted during last summer’s
wetland restoration work.
A big thrill was finding numerous
tadpoles and the larvae of several
amphibian species swimming around in
one of the large groundwater-fed ponds
created last summer. It was great to see
that pond ringed by fresh, emerald-green
plant growth, to see it brimful and bursting
with life.

burials, but it may take some
years before everything can be
made ready for a green burial
ground.
• Council agreed to respond
to the Expression of Interest (EOI)
on the Zincton proposal.
“Our job as council is to hear
from the people,” said Mayor
Leonard Casley.
Council feels the proposal
will have an impact on services
in New Denver, especially given
the potential for restricted access
to popular recreation land in the
area. Staff was asked to inform
the BC Mountain Resort Branch
that council is interested in staying
involved and informed should the
proposal proceed.
Council encourages
residents to send their questions
and queries in an email to
MountainResortsBranch@
gov.bc.ca with the subject line
Zincton Resort to the province by
Monday, June 22.
• The Village received a
grant to fund 100% of New

Denver’s Poverty Reduction
Plan. The $16,885 grant will be
used for the Columbia Basin
Rural Development Institute to
collect data. That data should
give the Village a picture of what
poverty looks like in the New
Denver area. Once an evidencebased plan is created, the Village
can apply for funding from the
Ministry of Social Development
and Poverty Reduction to take
action to eliminate poverty in
the area.
• Last year, the Village
of New Denver committed to
transitioning to 100% renewable
energy by 2050. A draft of the
West Kootenay 100% Renewable
Energy Plan will be presented
this summer, and council will be
asked to review the plan to see
that the needs of New Denver
residents and property owners are
considered in the development of
plans and strategies. Councillor
Vern Gustafson requested that BC
Hydro be brought into any future
discussions on the Renewable

Energy Plan since most of the
other members of the Working
Group receive their power from
Fortis BC. Over the past year, the
West Kootenay 100% Renewable
Energy Plan has been developed
by the Regional Energy Leaders
Working Group consisting of
staff and elected leaders from
the partner local governments,
facilitated by the West Kootenay
EcoSociety with support from
Community Energy Association
and Renewable Cities. Partner
local governments include the
Regional District of Central
Kootenay and the municipalities
of New Denver, Silverton,
Slocan, Kaslo, Castlegar, Nelson,
Rossland, and Warfield.
• Council voted to keep Bosun
Hall’s lights on. The Lucerne
Association for Community
Education (LACE) covers many
of the costs to run Bosun Hall
with proceeds from the Donation
Store. With the store closed due
to COVID-19, LACE has faced
some financial shortfalls. LACE’s

Speaking of that pond, here’s how
nature can heal: a year ago that same
area was a network of hard-packed gravel
roads created by the previous owner of
the property. The area where we dug this
large pond was an industrial parking lot of
sorts where the previous owner stored his
bulldozer and mining equipment.
How did we create the pond? First
we stripped off the packed, sterile gravel

Mike’s work, indicating where to dig, where
to create hummocks of dirt, where to
spread topsoil, where to strategically place
stumps and other coarse woody debris
such as dead tree trunks, all to provide the
best amphibian habitat and bird perches.
That was in late August of 2019.
Last fall, students from Lucerne School
came to the marsh under the direction of
Laurie Frankcom of the Central Kootenay

We had a chat with Angus Glass,
communications guy with the Fish &
Wildlife Compensation Program (FWCP),
a major funder of our Snk’mip acquisition
and they’ve also funded some of the
subsequent stewardship work on the
property. Angus explained that most, if
not all, conservation properties require
future management as few have been left
untouched by human influence.
Impacts or work can include:
• Invasive weed removal and control
(yup, doing a lot of that at Snk’mip.
Knapweed and hawkweed are the bane of
our existence these days; we have crews
in pulling it regularly).
• Abandoned buildings/machinery
to be removed (yup, we removed several
derelict buildings and recycled many
truckloads of machinery parts, metal and
industrial junk).
• Land having been drained for
agriculture (yup, see the previous Swamp
Tails column for the story on that happening
at Snk’mip; the marsh was drained in
the 1930s and subsequently restored by
beaver activity).
• Disused transportation corridors/
infrastructure (yup, the rail-trail, a former
CPR train line, runs directly through the
Snk’mip marsh drainage), and
• Wildfire suppression resulting in
forest in-growth (not such a big issue at
Snk’mip as the previous owner cut a lot
of trees).
Then, habitat restoration work is
usually required:

During construction: Biologist and wetland restoration expert
Robin Annschild (at right, in pond) directs machine operator Mike
Nelson to dig and create a groundwater-fed wetland pond.
fill that had been packed into the wetland Invasive Species Society to plant hundreds
and put it back to help restore the gravel of small tree and shrub seedlings around
pit area where it came from. Bit by bit, the pond. Those little plants made it through
expert excavator operator Mike Nelson a tough winter and are all looking great;
of Silverton Transport scooped into the they will grow and spread this summer. The
substrate, decompacting the soil, fluffing students placed a small coloured flag on a
it up and bringing up buried organic wire marker near each shrub they planted
marsh soil.
so that when school resumes, they can
Then wetland restoration expert come back and monitor what a successful
Robin Annschild, up to her waist in water as job they did.
the pool filled with groundwater, measured
So now we have a beautiful,
the height of the water table and directed ecologically valuable pond where there
used to be a parking lot. To (not) quote Joni
Mitchell: “We un-paved paradise, removed
a parking lot.” Here is how the pond looks
now: photo at right.
Another aspect of the work at the
Snk’mip Marsh Sanctuary is the neverending requirement that the organization
holding the land be a good steward of
the property in order to facilitate its best
functioning for nature. You don’t just raise
money, buy a piece of land and then say,
“whew, that was a lot of work but now it’s
done, let’s relax with a gin & tonic and
let nature take its course.” Ha! We wish
it were so.
The reality is that after land acquisition
Before: Compacted soil and knapweed, this was a road and an
happens the real work of a land trust
area used to store equipment, built with gravel fill pushed into
organization begins. And the Snk’mip
the wetland. The compacted gravel surface was not ecologically
property was not unique in its need for
some pretty major restoration work.
productive as wetland habitat.

request for a $2,500 grant-in-aid
from the Village to cover the

annual BC Hydro charges for the
hall was approved.

by Jan McMurray
Silverton council got together
May 26 to look at applications
for CBT Community Initiative
Program funding.
Original requests exceeded
the amount of available funding
by about $500. However, three
applications were withdrawn, so
all remaining funding requests
were granted in full and Silverton
has an extra $3,235 for next year.
The three withdrawn
applications were for events
that had to be cancelled due to
the pandemic: FibreFeelia, July
1 and Convergence Writers’
Weekend.
Funding of 33,769 was
approved, as follows: Goat
Mountain Kids Society ($2,400);
Harvest Share ($1,999); Healthy
Community Society ($4,400);
Kootenay Adaptive Sport

Association ($1,000); Kootenay
Boundary Regional Hospital
& Health Foundation ($500);
Kootenay Carshare Cooperative
($5,000); Kootenay Lake Hospital
Foundation ($250); Nelson
& District Hospice Society
($250); New Denver & Area
Youth Centre Society ($2,900);
New Denver Hospice Society
($1,250); Slocan Lake Golf
Club ($7,500); Slocan Solutions
Society - Valhalla Choral Society
($800); Slocan Solutions Society
- New Denver Reading Centre
($800); North Valley Mountain
Film Festival ($2,000); Valhalla
Hills Nordic Ski Club ($1,000);
West Kootenay EcoSociety - old
growth forest education ($220);
West Kootenay EcoSociety Regional-Municipal Pathway
to 100% Renewable Energy by
2050 ($1,500).

• Planting of native species (yup,
we’ve put a huge effort into this, planting
more than 1,000 shrubs and tree seedlings,
plus scattering the seeds of desirable
native grasses, and we will be doing more
planting this fall).
• Wetland restoration/creation (oh
yeah, doing that big-time at Snk’mip!).
• Thinning/slashing to create more
open forest/grassland habitat (not such
an issue for us, but we just did some
danger-tree falling in a public walking trail
area, so yes…).
• Native species re-introduction (yup,
we’ve already done that with plants and
will be, in future, studying the best ways to
reintroduce amphibians, bats, birds, etc.
and creating habitat for at-risk species if
appropriate within the Snk’mip ecosystem).
Then, if there is going to be
public access, some kind of an access
management plan and signage will be
required (yup, working on an access
plan and already have some explanatory
signage posted with more on the way).
To fund all this work, the piece de
resistance for land trust organizations is to
have an endowment fund for maintenance/
management/stewardship in perpetuity.
Some agencies put aside up to 20%
of the purchase price of the land for an
endowment fund.
Our goal for the Valhalla Foundation
for Ecology is to have 15% set aside to
cover future eventualities…we’re working
on it and if you want to help, you can donate
online to the VFE through CanadaHelps.

org or mail a cheque payable to the Valhalla
Foundation for Ecology at 208 Laktin Road,
New Denver, BC V0G 1S1. As we are a
registered charity, all donations are eligible
for a tax receipt.
So, all in all, our experience at
Snk’mip is pretty standard for a land trust
managing a conservation property… drat,
no putting our feet up and resting on our
laurels!
A bit of context: land securement is a
priority for the Fish & Wildlife Compensation
Program. To give you an idea of FWCP’s
level of investment in land securement:
over the last 12 years it has contributed
approximately $7.2 million to secure more
than 69,000 hectares of conservation
lands in the Columbia, Coastal and Peace
regions. That’s impressive! Those funds
are granted to a variety of partners across
the province to purchase and steward
properties to conserve and enhance fish
and wildlife in watersheds impacted by
BC Hydro dams.
We have to say, and we’re not
blowing sunshine here, that our work would
not be possible if it weren’t for funders
like the FWCP, Columbia Basin Trust’s
environment grants, the Yellowstone to
Yukon project and many other visionary
grantmakers. Equally important is the
support of the many community members
who have been such generous donors to
our conservation work.
Thank you all — please come to
Snk’mip Marsh Sanctuary and enjoy the
fruits of your generosity!

Silverton CBT Community
Intiatives grants approved

After: The same area nine months later (this photo was taken in mid-June) is a highly productive
wetland pond for amphibians.
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Artist Pat Palmer to show next at Studio Connexion Art Gallery
submitted
There are a few more days left to
experience the exhibition ‘Journey
to the Butterfly’ by mixed media
artist Barbara Maye. Already several
of Maye’s abstract sculptures and
landscape pieces have found new
homes. The show runs through this
Saturday June 20.

Studio Connexion is getting
ready to host the third show of the
season with Nanoose Bay artist Pat
Palmer. Gallerist Anne Beliveau met
Palmer last November while visiting
a gallery in Nanaimo. She was struck
by Palmer’s artwork – and the person
sitting the gallery that afternoon
happened to be Palmer.

Welcome to our 12th gallery season
June 2-20		
June 23-July 11
July 14-Aug.1
August 4-22
Aug.25-Sept.12
Sept. 15-Oct.10

Barbara Maye
Patricia Palmer
Allan Dunfield
Betty Fahlman
M.-C.Claveau
Charlene & Michael Duncan

Gallery Open ONLY by Appointment: Tues. - Sat. 11 am to 4 pm 250-265-8888
203 Fifth Avenue NW Nakusp

Palmer’s show, titled JOY, is a
series of abstract acrylic paintings.
They are bold and expressive. With
all that is happening in the world, the
artist wanted to stay present, and be
thankful and paint with joy.
Palmer grew up in Calgary, and
has lived in Ontario and abroad. She
now resides on Vancouver Island.
She has studied at the College of

Art & Design in Toronto and at the
Nanyang Academy of Fine Arts in
Singapore.
JOY starts on Tuesday June 23
and runs through Saturday July 11.
There will be a ‘Meet & Greet’ with
the artist on Friday June 26 from 5
to 8 pm. Studio Connexion continues
to operate by appointments and
can accommodate small groups of

four or five. “You can also drop by,
but we encourage you to book an
appointment, which can be with a
friend or two.”
Gallery hours: 11 am to 4 pm,
Tuesday to Saturday. Book a time
by getting in touch with Anne at
250-265-8888 or text or personal
message. Follow the daily posts:
www.facebook.com/studioconnexion

by Jan McMurray
Heart-shaped flower gardens were
recently planted at the Slocan Community
Health Centre in New Denver to show
appreciation for our local front line health
care workers.
A private donation to the New
Denver-Silverton area’s Community
COVID Action Team (CCAT), topped
up with CBT funding, made the project
possible.
“We received a donation from a
resident who wanted the funds to go to
honouring local health care workers,”
explains Ana Bokstrom, CCAT
administrator.
Sara Rainford, the New Denver area’s
COVID information officer, came up with
the idea to use the funds to plant hearts for
health care, Bokstrom said.
Rainford arranged for the purchase of
soil and flowers, volunteers were recruited,

and the health centre provided the mulch.
“We cleaned up the bed by the main
entrance of the health centre and planted
four hearts there to show appreciation to

health care workers,” Rainford said.
Volunteers were David Hodsall,
Barbara Yeomans, and Rainford’s sons,
Ethan and Jonah.

by Jan McMurray
Several residents in the New
Denver area are the happy recipients of
community planter boxes, a project of the
New Denver area’s Community COVID

Action Team (CCAT) with funding from
the Columbia Basin Trust.
“The pandemic has highlighted food
security as a concern, so we decided to
make planter boxes to encourage people

Planting hearts for health care

Ethan and Jonah mulch the new ‘Hearts for Health Care’ garden at the health centre in New Denver.

Planter boxes for food security in New Denver area

Barb and Ray Lahner are the happy recipients of two community planter boxes.

The Saddle Mountain Dental Clinic is excited
to welcome dental hygienist Jasmine!

to grow more food,” explained Ana
Bokstrom, CCAT administrator.
Bokstrom organized volunteers to
come to her place to assemble the planter
boxes. “Some had no experience with
carpentry, so an added bonus is that a lot
of them want to make their own now,”
she said.
The 44 boxes were delivered to about
25 people, and will soon be filled with
organic garden soil from Highland Creek
Contracting out of Silverton.
“We got the soil at half price, and
the Village of New Denver is donating
machine time to move the soil into pickup
trucks, and the trucks will then deliver it
to the homes,” Bokstrom explained.
CCAT offered the boxes via
Facebook and posters. “It really spread
by word of mouth,” Bokstrom said. “We
could have made twice as many if we’d
had the budget.”

Nakusp Citizen of the Year
Ceremonies have been postponed
until October. Watch the Valley
Voice for more details
Rotary Club
of Nakusp
INVASIVE MUSSELS

After completing her training at Vancouver Island
University and working for a time in North Vancouver,
Jasmine will be returning to Nakusp to provide dental
hygiene services to the community starting on June
22nd. We are thrilled to have her in the clinic and in
the community. Appointments can be made by calling
the office at 265-9993.

BC is still free of the ‘game-changing’ invasive
quagga and zebra mussels that can hitch a
ride on boats from contaminated waterbodies
to the east and south. In 2019, several mussel-fouled boats destined for the Kootenays
were decontaminated at provincial inspection
stations. Dogs are being trained in detection.
Once in a waterbody, invasive mussels are
impossible to get rid of.

