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Rosebery to Summit Lake Trail Network finally approved
Trail Steering Committee, says he
thinks most people will find the plan
satisfactory. He says the plan is better
in some ways than the proposal put
forward in 2015 that was supported by
the public in the North Slocan Valley.
For one thing, he says, the new
plan separates motorized and nonmotorized use – recognized as best
practice for trails today – whereas the
2015 plan proposed limited motorized
use on the rail trail through a ‘Friends
of the Trail’ program.
For another thing, trail
management guidelines, such
as closures for western toad and
grizzly migrations, were pending
environmental impact assessments
in the 2015 plan. During the current
planning process, those environmental
assessments were completed, allowing
the planning group “to make some
good decisions, and give a good
measure of protection to the Bonanza
Corridor and also the lakeshores,”

Allin said.
Sections of both the rail trail and
the ATV trail will be closed for periods
of time determined by government
biologists for the grizzlies and toads.
These closures will occur in sections
of the Bonanza Corridor, from the
north end of Hills to the north end of
Summit Lake. The section of the ATV
trail from Pete’s Road to Ranch Ridge
will be closed in winter because it’s
important ungulate winter range, as
will the section through Summit Lake
Ski Hill.

Although Allin is happy with
the protections in the plan, he says
implementation will require “attention
to detail, continued expert advice, and
lots of volunteer energy to get things
right.”
Mike Koolen, member of the
planning group and president of the
North Slocan Trails Society, explained
that the planning group will continue to
work together to ensure the ATV Trail
is open by October 31, 2021. After
that, a new society will be created to
manage the non-motorized rail trail

under an agreement with RSTBC.
Koolen says the new society board will
ideally be made up of representatives
of groups such as the Slocan Lake
Stewardship Society, Hills Recreation
Society and the Valhalla Hills Nordic
Ski Society. The Arrow Lakes and
Slocan Lake ATV Clubs will manage
the motorized Bonanza ATV Trail,
along with the Nakusp Ski Club for the
section through Summit Lake Ski Hill.
This year, kiosk signage and gates
for the closures will be installed on
continued on page 3
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by Jan McMurray
The management plan for the
Rosebery to Summit Lake Trail
Network has been approved by
Recreation Sites and Trails BC.
The plan stipulates that the new
Bonanza ATV Trail will be built
and open no later than October 31,
2021. At that point, the existing
Rosebery-Summit Lake Rail Trail will
be designated as non-motorized. Until
then, the rail trail will remain multiuse. Development of a recreation site
at the Girl Guide Camp just south of
Hills is scheduled for summer 2022.
“This plan is the outcome of four
years of hard work, and demonstrates
that hikers, bikers and ATVers can all
co-exist,” says Ernie Knecht, president
of the Arrow Lake ATV Society and
member of the Rosebery to Summit
Lake Trail Network Planning Group.
Richard Allin, another member of
the planning group and representative
of the Rosebery-Summit Lake Rail

This year’s Winter Blues Boogie in Silverton featured Baker St. Blues and the Clint Swanson Band. Pictured here are special guest singers Aryn Sherriff and Fraser Black.
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Kootenay People Support the Wet’suwet’en
heavily armed contingent of RCMP had
breached the defences at Unist’ot’en and
had made numerous arrests.
In response to this latest action,
Kootenay supporters organized another
vigil in front of the Kaslo Village Hall
on February 7.
One of the organizers, Andy
Shadrack from Kaslo, says their main
intent is to “not see what happened
last year happen again this year. We
were hoping to get in front of that” by
educating people about the issue and
trying to get enough people mobilized
to have an effect on government.
The group has been working with
Nipawi Mahihkan Misit Kakinoosit
or Nipawi (Knee Paw We) for short,
the co-founder and provincial media
relations officer for Idle No More BC, to
make sure they observe all First Nations
protocols and to take direction regarding
their conduct. The Wet’suwet’en have
made it very clear they want no civil
disobedience or disrespectful actions
on the part of their allies and supporters.

Kaslo and Area D
Organic Waste Diversion Study

Shadrack, who has an MA in
political science, says, “People need
to understand the Wet’suwet’en have
had their own government probably
since before the Magna Carta came into
existence.” They also need to recognize
that in 1997, the Delgamuukw decision,
which referred to the very territory now
under attack, declared that aboriginal
title had never been extinguished.
“We have three sets of laws in play
here,” he says, “federal, provincial,
and Wet’suwet’en.” Shadrack feels that
while BC Premier John Horgan says
he is observing the rule of law in this
matter, he is in fact refusing to recognize
the rule of law.
Shadrack quotes Article 10 of the
United Nations Declaration on the
Rights of Indigenous People (UNDRIP),

signed into law by the BC government
in November 2019: “Indigenous peoples
shall not be forcibly removed from their
lands or territories. No relocation shall
take place without the free, prior and
informed consent of the Indigenous
peoples concerned and after agreement
on just and fair compensation and, where
possible, with the option of return.”
Shadrack also reminds people the
traditional chiefs have pointed out that
not only Indigenous issues are front and
centre in this matter; Coastal GasLink has
been responsible for 50 violations under
the terms of environmental assessment.
Marilyn James, matriarch of the
Sinixt tum xula7xw, the unceded territory
in which we are situated, is in complete
support of Unist’ot’en and of the work
of the Kootenay group. She says, “Band

councils are not the First Nations
government. They are just another
branch of colonial government.” She
also says, “People are focussing on this
as an Indian issue, and yes it is but we are
just as concerned about citizens, and the
government, having chosen to spend our
money on all this development.”
She goes on to say, “This is another
goddamned diminishment of Indian
rights, and a direct contravention of
UNDRIP. Courts siding with government
and industry is just another wakeup call
that Indian people cannot get justice.”
Shadrack’s final take on the situation
is: “If we are serious about UNDRIP, we
need to make a break with our colonial
laws. We need to say: ‘Enough is enough.
You are not going to do this in my name
anymore.’”
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by Moe Lyons
A loose coalition of people scattered
throughout the Kootenays, including
members from Creston, Nelson, Kaslo,
Castlegar and the Slocan Valley, has
formed a group called Kootenay People
Who Support the Wet’suwet’en Nation.
They have issued a statement saying:
“We non-Indigenous citizens of BC and
Canada, of settler descent, do object to
and appeal the Supreme Court injunction
granted to Coastal Gas Links against the
Wet’suwet’en Nation on the grounds that
said injunction is unjust, unconstitutional
and racist.” The group can be found on
Facebook under their name and can be
reached at dharma.w@hotmail.com.
Their first action was a vigil in front
of the Nelson Courthouse on January 31,
which was attended by about 50 people.
Their mission gained more
urgency when the RCMP moved in
on Unist’ot’en Camp on February 6 to
enforce an injunction granted to Coastal
GasLink by the Supreme Court of
British Columbia. At press time, a large,
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Organic waste diversion means separating food scraps and other compostable items from our waste. The Kaslo Food Hub is undertaking a study
to determine the best scenario for organic waste diversion in our area. We
want your opinions and feedback about what works for you. Complete a short
survey and attend an info session to learn about options for public compost
collection and processing and share your feedback. Find us at:
Feb 12		
Feb 17		
Feb 19		
Mar 4		

Lardeau Valley Community Centre
Winter In The Forest, Kaslo              
Kaslo Seniors Hall                             
Argenta Hall                                      

10 am - 12 pm
10 am - 2 pm
10 am - 2 pm
11:30 am - 3 pm

Take the survey at http://nklcss.org/home/compost
For more information contact kfsp@nklcss.org
We gratefully acknowledge the financial support of the Province of British
Columbia, Kaslo and Area D Economic Development Commission, Regional
District of Central Kootenay, and Columbia Basin Trust.

A small contingent of Wet’suwet’en supporters showed up at Kaslo Village Hall to protest the RCMP invasion of Unist’ot’en on February 7.

Willa Mine will re-open someday, owner says

by Jan McMurray
The Willa Mine near Silverton is
owned by Dick Billingsley, who claims
that it is “probably the most promising
property in southeastern BC” and “it
will someday be a mine.” He says he is
looking for a new group to develop the
mine that is “responsible and will work
with the locals.”
In the last issue of the Valley Voice
(January 30), we reported in the article,
‘Companies involved with local Willa
and Max Mines breach BC Securities
Act’ that Cameo Industries Corp. was
the current owner of the Willa Mine.
We’ve since found out from
rightful owner Dick Billingsley and
the Ministry of Energy, Mines and
Petroleum Resources that Cameo
Industries dropped its option to purchase
Willa in July 2019, and that the mineral
claims remain in good standing and are
registered to Billingsley.
Billingsley said that he obtained
the Willa mineral claims around 2004,
and things went badly when MX Gold
got involved. “MX Gold optioned it
from us and sold it to Cameo without
our permission. Everyone has been
treated badly.”
Billingsley says Cameo had
$105,000 in assessment work done at
Willa, “and that kept the claims good
for a couple of years. We all went our
separate ways, and Cameo gave it back

in July last year.”
The ministry reports that MX Gold
still holds the mining permit at Willa
and remains responsible for the site
regardless of who owns the mineral
tenure. The company failed to comply
with orders to do reclamation work at
the property, so the ministry had an
open portal reclaimed last summer.
The ministry says the total cost of
the reclamation work was $60,000 –
$35,000 was covered by the company’s
security deposit and the rest came out
of the ministry’s operating budget. The
ministry spokesperson explained that a
lien will be put on the property to cover
this balance paid by the ministry, and
that future applicants for Mines Act
Permits will need to pay the balance of
the lien prior to further permits being
issued.
A notice is posted online at
mxgoldcorp.com that says MX Gold
is operating under a Cease Trade
Order issued by the British Columbia
Securities Commission and is working
on an application for a full revocation
of the order.
As reported in our last issue, Cameo
Industries retracted a press release
in April 2019 because it disclosed
information about the Willa Mine
that was not supported by appropriate
scientific or technical evidence. The
company admitted in the release that it

had not completed a mineral resource
estimate on the property and that it
did not have any reserves on its Willa
deposit. (According to MinesQC.com,
a mineral reserve is the economically
mineable part of a mineral resource.)
However, Billingsley maintains
that the property “has substantial value
and will become a mine someday.” He
provided the Valley Voice with a link
to the government’s mineral inventory
report (MINFILE) on the Willa, which
gives tonnage figures for the mine. “For
the government to even report tonnage
figures in their report indicates some
plausibility of truth as to the mine’s
potential,” Billingsley said.
The report states that the Willa
contains “a measured resource of
487,989 tonnes grading 6.77 grams
gold, 0.97% copper and 11.59 grams
silver, plus an indicated resource of
292,457 tonnes at 5.31 grams gold,
0.65% copper and 11.94 grams silver.”
These figures come from a 2005 study
by a firm called Hatch.
The Max Mine in Trout Lake,
currently in care and maintenance,
is owned by Cameo Cobalt Corp,
according to the ministry, and Forty
Two Metals Inc. maintains the permit.
The ministry says no mining activities
may be conducted at Max without an
application for an amendment, which
would require a new mine plan.
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Winlaw School to remain K-6 with new modular building coming for kindergarten, early learning
by Jan McMurray
A solution has been found to keep
Winlaw School as a K-6. Several of
the Winlaw parents who attended the
SD8 board meeting on January 28
shed tears when the board voted in
favour of the installation of a modular
building on Winlaw School property
to house the kindergarten students this
fall. The modular will also provide
space for services such as speech
pathology, and, in time, for before
and after school childcare.
Over the years, the SD8 board has
had many rounds of discussion about
closing or reconfiguring Winlaw
School. During this last round,
the school district was proposing
reconfiguration to a K-3, K-4 or K-5
in order to alleviate space constraints
at the school because there are more
students at WES than it was built for.
Once the motion was passed,
Superintendent Christine Perkins
addressed the Winlaw parents. “It’s
been difficult and we’ve had some
hard conversations and some hard
moments. Thank you for staying with
us. It’s a great decision in the end.”
“We’re definitely relieved,” said
PAC president Marya Follinsbee in an
interview just after the board decision
was made. “There’s been uncertainty
around the school for years, and a lot
of anxiety and stress in the last few
months. We’re now thinking about
putting hard work into something
positive and invigorating and creative
for the community instead of ‘no,
no, no.’ We’re looking forward to a
healthy, non-combative relationship
with the trustees. It feels like a new
day.”
WES Principal Jon Francis also

attended the meeting and was very
happy with the outcome. “It gives
us more space in the school and it
will be a great learning environment
for the little ones. We’ve made it
work – it’s a great school, but it’s a
full school. Thank you to the PAC
for all their work from me personally
and the staff. The board and the
superintendent were listening. I think
we were heard and it’s a win-win.”
The purchase and installation of
the modular will cost about $450,000.
The plan is for the Province, SD8 and
the Winlaw community to share that
cost three ways.
“It’s a lot, but I think it’s worth it
and it’s better than constantly having
this battle,” Follinsbee said. “We
have a powerhouse PAC. We’ll be
grant writing, holding silent auctions
and spaghetti dinners. I’m excited
that gifts in kind can be part of our
contribution. People will show up
for that.”
To secure the one-third share
from the Province, SD8 will apply
for funding through the new ‘Creating
New Childcare Spaces in BC’
program. It was discussion about
this program at an early learning
conference in the fall, attending
by Slocan Valley Trustee Sharon
Nazaroff and some SD8 staff, that
inspired the solution for Winlaw
School.
SD8 Secretary-Treasurer Michael
McLellan told the board that the
district can afford this. He also told
them that the motion commits the
school district to the full $450,000 so
that the project can be accomplished
by the fall.
“The concern is that if the motion

is contingent on cost sharing, can
it be done by fall?” Superintendent
Perkins said. “Then we would have
to wait until the fundraising happens.
Now, we can go ahead with trust in
the Winlaw community… Legally,
we can move forward with the board
taking the risk. We’ve done this
before with our PACs.” She explained
that SD8 buildings are amortized
over a number of years, so there is
time for fundraising, “but legally
up front we are responsible for all
of it.” The superintendent said there
is a possibility of $25,000 from the
Childcare BC Program and other
possible sources of funding such
as Columbia Basin Trust. “Over 10
years, we are not looking at a lot,”
she said.
Perkins explained at the meeting
that the idea for the kindergarten/
early childhood centre was presented
to the Winlaw PAC in January and
was wholeheartedly supported, so
SD8 contacted the Province and
the modular company. Both were
positive, and indicated that having
the modular in place in September
was achievable.
Perkins said the centre has to be
open before an application can be
made for an early childhood program,
so it will open as the kindergarten class
in the fall with the childcare spaces
coming later. She said the modular
would come ready-built for an early
childhood/ kindergarten program.
Perkins also said she had spoken with
the two day care owners in the Slocan
Valley about the proposal ahead of
the conversation with Winlaw PAC.
Trustee Nazaroff said the early
learning conference in the fall was

continued from page 1
both trails, and the ATV trail will be
constructed from Summit Lake Ski
Hill to Bonanza Forest Service Road.
Next year, the ATV trail from Pete’s
Road to Slide Road will be built,
completing the motorized trail.
Koolen says quite a bit of work is
needed on the rail trail, which has been
damaged by water erosion. The group
has already put in two bridges and will
install four more this year. He says
they are working with the Slocan Lake
Stewardship Society (SLSS), which
is doing wetland restoration along
the Bonanza Biodiversity Corridor,
to coordinate the trail work with the
SLSS wetlands work.
According to the ministry, the
estimated cost of the work on the
two trails over the next two years is
$75,000 – for gates, kiosks, signage,
establishing a highway crossing on
Hwy 6, connecting Pete’s Road to
Herman’s berm, and some required
tree pruning adjacent to Hwy 6 that
will accommodate for safe sight lines
to cross the highway. The ministry
spokesperson said about $10,000 of
the $75,000 will be needed to get the
ATV trail open. Funding will come
from RSTBC, and Allin says other
grants will be applied for “as we move
along.” Two years ago, the planning
group received a $60,000 CBT
Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure

grant for the project, and there is still
about $25,000 left, he said.
The section of the rail trail from
Rosebery to the Girl Guide Camp is
proposed to be an extension of the
non-motorized Galena Trail, managed
by the RDCK. The Girl Guide Camp
is proposed to be a day-use recreation
site, also managed by the RDCK.
Discussions are underway on this, the
plan says.
The short section of the rail trail
from Island View Road at the north
end of Summit Lake to where the trail
meets the Nakusp-Summit Lake Rail
Trail will remain multi-use, to allow
motorized access to the Bonanza ATV
bypass trail from the north.
Coming up with the final route
for the motorized Bonanza ATV
bypass trail took quite a bit of time,
as the needs of all trail users had to be
considered. One of these trail users is
the Valhalla Foundation for Ecology
(VFE), stewards of the Snk’mip Marsh
in Hills. Chair Wayne McCrory says
they are pleased with the final route
but that they had to strongly voice
concerns for years, and even started
legal action to stop RSTBC from
designating a motorized trail through
the marsh ecosystem.
The final route for the Bonanza
ATV bypass trail goes along Ruby
Range Road and crosses Hwy 6 to
connect with Summit Forest Service

Road (FSR). It goes to Summit Lake
Ski Hill, uses existing cross-country
ski trails, and then goes up above the
ski hill, where a new section of trail
will be built. This new section will lead
to the existing Bonanza FSR and on to
the new section of the FSR scheduled
to be built by BC Timber Sales this
year. The trail network approval
document states that if construction
of the FSR is not started by summer
2021, the ATV trail will be pushed
through anyways. The trail continues
on to Shannon Creek FSR, then uses
Bonanza Road, crosses Hwy 6 and
uses existing trail and FSR, and new
trail construction for the section from
Pete’s Road to Slide Road to Ranch
Ridge. Individual ATV use permits are
required from the RCMP to use Ruby
Road and Bonanza Road.
The planning group, consisting
of Ernie Knecht (Arrow Lakes
ATV Society), Bill Beavin (Slocan
Lake ATV Society), Richard Allin
(Rosebery-Summit Lake Rail Trail
Steering Committee) and Mike Koolen
(North Slocan Trails Society), created
the plan with the help of facilitator
John Cathro and Justin Dexter of Rec
Sites and Trails BC (RSTBC).
Allin acknowledged John Cathro
for his skill in facilitating and helping
the planning group to reach agreement,
and Justin Dexter for staying with the
project.

Rosebery to Summit Lake Trail Network finally approved

exciting, with Ministry of Education
reps and Early Childhood Educators
working together. She learned that
when parents can drop off their
children at one place for school
as well as before and after school
care, there is a lot less stress for the
whole family. This is known as the
“seamless day” and is “something the
government is convinced we need to
do,” Nazaroff said.
In an interview, Perkins said
the senior team at SD8 got talking
about the seamless day concept for
Winlaw on the last day of work prior
to the Christmas holidays. They took
the idea to Winlaw PAC on January

16, then spoke to the Province and
modular company, and took it to the
board of education at the January
board meeting.

SHELLEY BORTNICK,
MSW, RSW
Individual, couple and
family therapist
30 years experience

Offers counselling services involving
mental health (depression, anxiety,
etc.), addictions, grief and loss,
trauma and life transition issues.
For appointment, please call

250-265-3397

Michael Stuart
McMillin
November 20, 1953 December 13, 2019

Michael was born and raised
in Saanich, BC, the youngest of 4
sons born to Alfred and Margaret
McMillin.
He was blessed with a stable
childhood, complete with a
“100-acre-woods” in which to
play and the ocean and beaches
were never far.
Being the youngest sibling and often the smallest amongst childhood
friends, he learned to compete by this wits and powers of observation.
In his teenage years and beyond he did much hiking up island spending
time at all the not yet busy coast lines………the West Coast Trail.
He attended the University of Victoria and obtained a Bachelor of
Arts degree in Psychology in 1975. It was there he met his wife to be,
Arlene taking the same program. They married in 1977 in the McMillin
gardens and moved to the Slocan Valley in 1978 where they lived for many
years on their beautiful land, on the back road of Slocan Park. Michael
worked the land…creating gardens, rock walls, and many creations from
wood. It was often said the place looked like a park. He enjoyed his early
years learning and playing in the rapids with his whitewater skills. He was
an instructor in the art of the canoe. Rivers and lakes all beckoned. There
were fish to find, beaver wood to collect, berries and mushrooms to pick. It
was a good life in the valley.
Michael acquired his family’s logical mind. He knew his way around
construction starting with work he did on the island and then in the
Kootenays.
He worked for many years in social work for the Provincial Government
all over the West Kootenay region, where he honed his understanding of
the human condition.
Michael enjoyed NHL hockey, card games, telling stories and his many
motorcycle adventures.
He had a good sense of humour plus a passion for the British dramas
and Nordic Noir.
He was a kind and generous man and was often the first to offer a
helping hand generally without having to be asked and was the last to ask
for help for himself.
Michael suffered in the last years of his life with a neurological disorder.
Michael is forever loved and cherished in the hearts of many including
His wife of 46 years, Arlene…and his family: brothers Doug, Ron
(Nan).
Nieces and nephews: Paul (Beth) McMillin, Christa McMillin
(Rob), Leah (Corey) Smith, Ange (Mack) Friesen, Tammy (Dylan)
Gunning, Wayne McMillin, Erik (Nikki) Peterson, Kevin Peterson.
Grandnieces: Charlotte Peterson, Bronwyn, Zoe McMillin, Sarah,
Breanne Smith, Mikayla Langer, Arcadia Gunning, Rachel, Emily
McMillin.
Grandnephews: Zach Langer, Oscar, Wyatt Friesen, Perrin Gunning.
Cousins: David, Bob Barlow, Rick Bennett, Dorrie Rock, Sue
Velichko…Brother in law Denny Peterson.
Michael was predeceased by his aunts, uncles, grandparents, parents
Alfred and Margaret McMillin and brother Ian.
Also, by very good friends Davie Gagnon and Bryce Hyatt.
One may leave memories and sympathies at www.thompsonfs.ca
The honouring of Michael, memorial event will take place on the long
weekend in May. Details to follow.
Any donations in memory of Michael to the SPCA in BC or to the
Knowledge Network please.
Thank you.
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OPINION

Comment on
Wet’suwet’en
situation

Ya know, Ah think da guvmint
be right. Good thing they finelly
be putting in dat cross mountain
oil pipe. Ah mean, it ain’t fair to all
them other Injuns what never got no
clean water to drink, and them Wittsweating folk, they got a couple real
nice creeks running right through
they place! Bout time the guvmint
and them oil big shots fouled them
up!
Betje O. Verdreven
(aka Elsje de Boer)
Fauquier

Expanding on
climate crisis

Not long ago, CBC said people
were wanting the mills to get up and
running soon, as lost jobs make life
difficult. Surely there could be jobs,
I suggest, from already selectively
harvested forests if more people
were replanting for future forests and
creating secondary wood products.
Maybe this is a good time for some
folks to acquire a new career skill?
Maybe the Province of BC could
(should) help pay for upgrading skills
that fit our coming green economy.
From here on for the long range
future, we need to acknowledge
that planet Earth’s forests are
declining everywhere. Forests and
phytoplankton are Earth’s sources
of oxygen. Our planet’s metabolism
works mainly with oxygen and
carbon. We do thank all flora and
fauna of all forests and oceans that
are busy respiring.
Climate crisis is actually climate/
ecosystem crisis, which could, or
will, result in the breakdown of
Earth’s systems. What does that
mean for people? My definition is
a patchwork of information from
various sources, none too good.
But, I read, or hear, nothing of
what is being planned to correct the

problem(s) or by whom.
Greta Thunberg is Swedish.
Swedes are socialists. “Socialism
= political system which advocates
public ownership of industries,
resources, and transport.” (Collins,
Canadian English Dictionary,
©2008) Greta’s socialist genetic
memory assumes that countries
and industries would naturally fix
the problem(s) they’ve caused.
“Capitalism = economic system
based on the private ownership of
industry.” (Collins, Canadian English
Dictionary, ©2008) Eco-conscious
people may have a say. Yet, generally
speaking, the industrialists have few
thoughts for Earth, or her people, as
they simply want the resources.
Forested ecosystems are
vanishing. Deforestation is happening
all over our planet. Climate crisis is
also an ecological crisis. Every day
200 species go extinct from loss of
habitat mostly. I’m sure that we are
well informed about the melting
of permafrost, which is releasing
methane gas, which is burning up
our true North.
In the good old days, when
Earth’s people population was
way less than now, sprawling,
vast, healthy wildlands existed,
in perpetuity, it seemed. I thrived
as a young person who haunted
undeveloped fields and forests.
These days every undeveloped piece
of terra firma is on at least one or
two lists.
Mother Nature needs us to speak
for her. I find it extremely difficult for
me to accept the potential possibility
of THE TOTAL ABSENCE OF
THRIVING WILDERNESS, et tu?
Surely we’ll not let developers get
the whole topography of our planet,
will we?
Rowena Eloise
Nelson

Uncomfortable
realities

I was shocked to read the first
line of your front page article about

EDITORIAL / LETTERS POLICY

The Valley Voice welcomes letters to the editor and community news
articles from our readers.
Letters and articles should be no longer than 500 words and may be
edited. We reserve the right to reject any submitted material.
Please mark your letter “LETTER TO THE EDITOR.” Include your
address and daytime phone number for verification purposes.
We will not knowingly publish any letter that is defamatory or libelous.
We will not publish anonymous letters or letters signed with pseudonyms,
except in extraordinary circumstances.
Opinions expressed in published letters are those of the author and not
necessarily those of the Valley Voice.
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OPEN EVERY DAY FOR LUNCH AND DINNER
Kitchen open from 11 AM until 10 PM. Trivia Tuesday evenings
and Wednesday is wing-night. Dinner Specials every night.

The Ingrid Rice cartoon is a satirical look at current events in politics and is sponsored by the Kaslo Hotel. The Hotel does not necessarily share the political views of the artist.

Qat’muk (Jumbo). As someone who
dedicated 20 years of my activist
life to the Jumbo Wild! Campaign,
the assumption that my “immense
effort has come to a wildly happy
conclusion” is not only incorrect but
dismaying.
The West Kootenay Coalition
for Jumbo Wild was part of this
campaign from the get go. Activists
like Kim Kratky (deceased), Suzy
Hamilton (deceased), Rowena
Eloise, Matt Lowe and the Sinixt
Nation were deeply involved when I
joined their work on Jumbo in the late
1990s. I don’t know what Kim, Suzy,
Rowena or Matt would have to say,
but no one asked them. For myself,
as an activist, I am not someone who
leaves my campaign partners behind
for political expediency.
Sinixt were key participants
in this campaign long before the
Ktunaxa ever became involved.
Why? Because the Jumbo Valley –
Piq-s-mx=ikn (Place of the female
white grizzly) – and adjacent areas
are part of Sinixt unceded traditional
territory. The Ktunaxa’s expansionist
land claims in Sinixt tum xula7xw
are a form of lateral violence
that perpetuates the bureaucratic
extinction of Sinixt. It is another

significant blow to Sinixt resurgence
from extinction.
Moreover, according to the
land claims process, there are not
supposed to be settlements in areas of
contention. As Sinixt have filed a land
claim, that means there is contention.
It’s saddening that even in this era
of the United Nations Declaration
on the Rights of Indigenous People,
the colonially unrecognized are still
ignored.
So while I applaud the decision
to cancel Glacier Resorts Ltd’s
glacier-skiing fantasy, I cannot do
a happy dance over the fact Sinixt
lands were handed over to Ktunaxa
with a big wad of our federal money.
Sinixt and supporters from their
territory (like me, Tom Prior, Rob
Meaney, Michael Gilfillan, Pegasis
McGauley, Shirl Bayer, Keith Wiley,
ETC) were the ones who camped
out there for weeks in challenging
conditions to monitor and respond
to what Glacier Resorts was up to;
no Ktunaxa were there or supported
our actions.
So I don’t see this as a success
story, but rather another layer of
extinction. I find there are just so
many times when people celebrate
decisions like this, or Bob Keating’s
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recent documentary on Sinixt,
without looking more deeply into
very problematic omissions and
uncomfortable realities.
It would not have taken much
effort to talk to a Jumbo Wild!
Activist from the West Kootenay,
very close to where this paper is
written and produced. Yet not one of
the many local groups or individuals
who participated in this work for two
to three decades (!!) were consulted
about what we feel or think about this
announcement.
The headline of your article
suggested that Jumbo is “to remain
wild in (a) Ktunaxa-led Indigenous
Protected and Conserved Area.” If
you listen to Keith Wiley’s recent
interview with Ktunaxa Chair
Kathryn Teneese on the EcoCentric,
you might not be so certain. Yeah,
so we all want some wins and good
news in these gloomy times, but for
me, this isn’t quite it. This parade
deserves a serious dousing of rain.
K.L. Kivi
New Denver

Are we being
heard?

I so love the Voices from the
Valleys section of your wonderful
little independent paper. It makes
me feel not so alone when I read
some of your regular contributors
like Elsje and Angelica and Eloise.
I also am saddened that we have lost
another wonderful woman, Marilyn
Burgoon, who dedicated herself to
the betterment of our Earth. I was
glad to know her even the little bit
that I did. She was an inspiration.
There are very caring and
smart people in your readership;
continued on page 5
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continued from page 4
however, it seems that we are still
not being heard by the powers
that be politically, or perhaps we
are being heard but are tuned out,
because all that seems to resonate
with politicians is the almighty
dollar rather than the life support
systems currently being annihilated
by industries. The cities are out of
touch with those who live closer to
Mother Nature, I guess.
How many of you think this
new oil proposal twice the size
of Vancouver will be given the
go ahead? Maybe Alberta should
become another country...
Why are we allowing BCTS to
mandate cutting blocks of young
forests? The trees going out of the
Duncan Reservoir area are just that.
When you get over 100 young trees
on a truck, it makes me wonder
why this labour-intensive practice is
being perpetuated. Are they making
any money at this? It makes no sense
to me. So many creatures lose their
homes. Deforestation kills more
than trees!
Our old growth is all but gone
and it seems the saw logs in this area
must be too, because the majority
of wood going out that I see isn’t
big enough to do anything with
except chip. Such ongoing intensive,
rampant, habitat destruction is why
many species are going extinct.
I believe the loggers are caught
between a rock and a hard place
since it’s the government who calls
the shots and dictates the cutblocks.
The loggers must feel ashamed to
be cutting baby trees that are tall
and skinny and cannot even make
a 2x4. This cannot in any way be
called sustainable timber harvesting.
The forest practices I see around
my neck of the woods make me
very sad. It seems clear to me that
we cannot continue as we are.
Wilderness is on the hit list and
has been for years, but since the
backcountry has been laid waste,
the machines have moved into more
visible spots. The easy timber is cut
and now the steeper cuts are being
done. Even some of the truck drivers
are not too thrilled about this. The
entire industry needs revamping, but
I wonder if it will ever happen. The
machines are calling the shots. They
seem to be winning.
What kind of a planet are we
leaving for future generations if
we don’t manage to change what’s
going on? This is such a tragic
picture. How do we bring about
change? Can we?
No matter what party you vote
for, they make promises and change
them so big industry and the money
win. What a dilemma we are in! We
voices of the valleys make such good
sense much of the time. I wish we
could make a difference and create
positive Earth friendly change, don’t
you? We all know better.
Gabriela Grabowsky
Kaslo

Open letter to
Chief Justices
of BC and
Canadian
Supreme Courts

We write in support of the
statement of Indigenous Youth issued
on January 21, 2020. In addition,
we wish to make a statement of our
own. We non-indigenous citizens
of British Columbia and Canada, of
European and other settler descent,
do object to and appeal the BC
Supreme Court injunction granted
to Coastal GasLink on December
31, 2019 on the grounds that said
injunction is unjust, unconstitutional
and racist.
In contrast we wish to
affirm our belief that, since time
immemorial, the Wet’suwet’en
have held aboriginal title to their
ancestral lands – as enshrined in
the Royal Proclamation of 1763,
as embedded in section 35 of the
Canadian Charter of Rights and
Freedoms and then as upheld in the
Canadian Supreme Court decision
in Delgamuukw v. British Columbia
in 1997. We also acknowledge, in
accordance with the terms of the
United Nations Declaration on the
Rights of Indigenous Peoples, that
the Wet’suwet’en Hereditary Chiefs
and the Wet’suwet’en clans and
houses are constituted as a legitimate
form of government in parallel to that
of Canada and British Columbia.
We admonish the Premier of
BC and the BC Supreme Court
for only recognizing two forms of
government: that of BC and Canada,
and not appropriately ordering
mediation, reconciliation and
negotiation with the Wet’suwet’en
Hereditary Chiefs and their respective
houses, from which their political
power derives, and which we believe
the government of BC and Canada
must recognize in accordance with
our constitution and human rights
laws.
We further admonish the
BC Supreme Court for failing
to acknowledge and assist the
Wet’suwet’en Nation in protecting
their hunting areas, traplines and
archeological sites from destruction
by Coastal GasLink, their agents
and contractors, in accordance with
rights acknowledged by the Crown
since the issuance of the Royal
Proclamation in 1763. What, we
ask the BC Supreme and Canadian
Supreme Court, is the point of
acknowledging aboriginal title
if said title does not permit the
Wet’suwet’en Nation to protect
their traplines, hunting areas and
archeological sites from destruction
by Coastal GasLink?
Above all we are aghast
and angered by the use of court
injunctions against the Wet’suwet’en
Nation on their own ancestral lands,
and the use of coercion and state

sanctioned violence to enforce those
injunctions through use of militarized
units of the Royal Canadian Mounted
Police, as we believe that all state
sanctioned coercion and violence
represents a continuation of colonial
subjugation and denial of aboriginal
title and rights.
We therefore wish to conclude
by again stating that the Royal
Proclamation of 1763, section
35 of the Charter of Rights and
Freedoms, the Canadian Supreme
Court decision in Delgamuukw
v. British Columbia in 1997, and
the United Nations Committee
on the Elimination of Racial
Discrimination’s (CERD) all affirm
that resource development projects
should not proceed on Wet’suwet’en
Nation lands without their free, prior
and informed consent.
As such we concur with
the statement issued by Kasari
Govender, the BC Human Rights
Commissioner, on January 10, 2020,
when she stated in part: “Indigenous
peoples who oppose development
projects on their traditional territories
should never be met with violence for
peaceful opposition. I join CERD in
urging Canada to immediately cease
the forced eviction of Wet’suwet’en
and Secwepemc peoples, to prohibit
the use of lethal weapons, and to
guarantee no force will be used
against them. This is a matter of
fundamental human rights.”
As lawyer Oliver MacLaren
observes in his critique of the BC
Supreme Court’s granting of the
injunction to Coastal GasLink:
“The Office of the Wet’suwet’en
participated in the Environmental
Assessment Office’s Working Group
for the Project and actively proposed
an alternative route for it. Madam
Justice Church notes that Coastal
GasLink explored this option, but
unilaterally rejected it.”
We therefore believe that Madam
Justice Church grievously erred
by failing to take into account the
findings of the Supreme Court of
Canada in Delgamuukw which
urged “a process of negotiation and
reconciliation that properly considers
the complex and competing interests
at stake.”
Andy Shadrack, Kaslo
on behalf of Kootenay People
who support the Wet’suwet’en
Nation

February 21
rally for the
forests

It’s a forest massacre! I
counted 30 logging trucks and/
or fellerbunchers from Lumby to
Fauquier. I noticed a huge stockpile
of marginal small trees at the ferry
landing log dump. I have travelled
three times to Salmon Arm across
the Monashees and there are tons of
logging trucks, overloaded, wrecking
the roads. I didn’t see one deer or
any other animal crossing the road
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in three round trips. A rally is being
planned for February 21 at 1 pm at
the Ministry of Forests office at Four
Mile. February 21 is the deadline for
comments on BC Timber Sales’ 2020
operating plan.
Marion Bergevin
Nelson/ Rosebery

Should we
really stop the
pipeline?

Many local people walked the
Greta Thunberg climate protest events
in support of her stress on climate
change. Good for them. Everyone
wants and needs a clean climate.
How to achieve this is up for grabs
without going back to the stone age
way of life. Too many people, not
enough caves.
Many of these same people that
supported Ms. Thunberg are also
supporting the hereditary chiefs
in mid BC who are in protest of
the natural gas pipeline (many to
just protest the pipeline itself). The
hereditary chiefs don’t want the
pipeline on their claimed land nor do
they want the pipeline built.
Many of their supporters claim,
along with one chief interviewed on
CTV, they are looking after (in short)
the earth.
There is a contradiction here on
looking after the planet. Stop the
pipeline, we don’t want it (insert
reason why).
Has anyone asked where this
natural gas is going? Well, it’s up
for sale. The largest buyers are the
countries without natural gas that
use coal-fired generation systems to
supply their electricity. If they can
get a guaranteed affordable supply
of natural gas, they will shut down
their coal-fired polluting systems.
Until a guaranteed affordable natural
gas supply arrives, they have to keep
those polluting coal systems running.
After all, what good is a cell phone
with a dead battery?
By preventing natural gas
in Canada from flowing to
other countries, via ship, we are
contributing to the planet’s pollution
by preventing them from burning an
acceptable climate fuel to produce
their electricity. Nuclear would be
a much better solution but for some
reason frowned upon by the UN, thus
no loans to build them. (read up on
mini reactors)
Germany, the self-proclaimed
saviour of the planet from climate
change is just one of the countries
that would import our natural gas.
Germany has natural gas but has
banned fracking as a method of
recovering it. They’ll buy fracked
gas from other countries though,
such as Russia (their major supplier
of the fuel), which supplies all the gas
they can pump from the Baltic region
under the Baltic Sea into Germany.
A second natural gas pipeline from
Russia, that Germany is financing, is
now under construction.

Japan. Building three new huge
coal-fired generation systems as they
can’t get enough guaranteed natural
gas to produce the power it needs.
China. Has natural gas but at
a depth they can’t recover, even
with fracking. China doesn’t have
any other fuel but coal so they are
building dozens more coal-fired
power systems along with India.
China is also financing coal-fired
power systems to countries in South
America and Africa. The UN refuses,
along with the IMF Bank, to finance
any power system that uses any fossil
fuel. People are burning tires in open
fires in their homes to keep warm and
cook over due to lack of power.
To sum it up. Not building the
pipeline prevents Canada from
helping other countries clean up
their pollution affecting the planet.
Not building the pipeline supports
five chiefs that said the land belongs
to them. Your choice.
It’s our planet. We’re on it
together.
William Cuell
Kaslo
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Kaslo council, January 28: Front Street Park improvements back on the table
by Jan McMurray
• Council’s top three strategic
priorities for 2020 are the future of the
Kemball building, starting the Official
Community Plan review process, and
land disposition planning.
• The CAO reported that a conceptual
plan and cost estimate for Front Street
Park improvements would be presented
to council at the February 11 meeting.
The conceptual plan will update the
Spirit Square plan proposed in 2010
which included a public washroom,
performance space/ gazebo, info kiosk
and storage shed. The Village would
like to apply for a Columbia Basin Trust
Community Outdoor Revitalization
grant for the project.
• The Periwinkle Children’s Centre
expansion plans were presented to
council at a January 21 Committee of
the Whole meeting. Council agreed to
provide a letter of support to accompany
a grant application for the project.
• Staff will write to Health Minister
Adrian Dix and MLA Michelle Mungall
to ask for a response to the Hospital
Expansion Committee, which is
advocating for the 10-bed expansion
that was promised for the Victorian
Community Health Centre in the late
1990s/ early 2000s. The committee,
made up of Kaslo area residents,
has written three letters to Dix since
September 2018 and has received no
response.
• A letter of support will be provided
to the Kaslo Outdoor Recreation and
Trails Society (KORTS) for the creation
of a Koots sculpture along the Kaslo
River Trail. KORTS has agreed to
sponsor a grant application to the
Columbia Basin Trust for the project
– the project would be led by local
artists Yvonne Boyd, Spring Shine and
Christopher Petersen.
• The Kaslo & Area D Economic
Development Commission meeting
minutes of January 13 were received.
The commission agreed to include
several items in the draft 2020 budget:

• Fresh Meat Cut Daily
• Fresh & Frozen Seafood
• Freezer Packs
• Deli Sandwiches to go
• Awesome Cheese Selection
• Fresh & Smoked Sausage
• Smoked Salmon
• Awesome Beef Jerky
• Custom Cutting
• Weekly Instore Specials

$5,000 for the Kaslo Housing Society’s
coordinator, $10,000 for the Chamber
of Commerce, $3,700 for primary care
paramedic training, and $1,400 for
secretarial support for the commission
by the Village of Kaslo.
• Council received the ‘Kaslo
River Bank and Dike Remediation
Environmental Management Plan’ from
Austin Engineering. The company is
developing detailed design drawings
for repair of five sections of eroded
bank along the Kaslo River. The Village
has received funding for the project,
which will be issued for construction
this spring.
• An antenna was installed
temporarily in the bell tower at City Hall
by the Kaslo infoNet Society (KiN), to
allow them to provide their Lower Kaslo
customers with service while the Kaslo
Mountain antenna was being serviced
due to a power failure. KiN expected to
have the Kaslo Mountain antenna back

up and running in about two weeks.
Council received a letter from KiN with
a promise to take full responsibility in the
event of any damage done to the building
during the installing or dismantling of
the antenna.
• The animal control contract has
expired; a request for proposal for
animal control services for Kaslo will
be advertised.
• A summary of feedback from
the November open house on the
Kaslo River Bridge replacement project
was received from the Ministry of
Transportation and Infrastructure.
• The Village will apply to the
WildSafeBC program to fund a
coordinator again this year.
• Danielle Byers, executive director
of North Kootenay Lake Community
Services, was appointed to the Kaslo &
Area D Health Care Select Committee.
A letter of thanks was issued to Janet
Mayfield for her participation on the

committee.
• Council agreed to submit a
resolution titled ‘A Strategy for Rural
Economic Development Through
Health Care’ to the Association of
Kootenay Boundary Local Governments
(AKBLG). This is the first of four steps
for the resolution to be delivered to the
provincial government. The wording of
the resolution is:
Whereas local health care at all
stages of life impacts the economic
development of communities: e.g.
family members lose work time, people
and their businesses move out of the
community or choose not to locate there;
And whereas “ageing in place”
keeps seniors close to home, where
their partner, family or friends are better
able to provide loving support and care,
which reduces the load on health care
providers and improves quality of life
for all;
And whereas concentrating health

services in regional centres transfers
a significant economic burden to
individuals in the form of transportation
costs, increased energy consumption and
housing in-affordability;
And whereas providing health care
jobs in small communities stimulates
the local economy with numerous spinoff benefits, creating opportunities to
attract new people, their families, and
businesses;
And whereas our elderly, and all
patients, deserve to be treated with
dignity and respect, not as “users”;
Now therefore be it resolved that
we call upon the Government of British
Columbia to build a strategy to expand
rural community health care services
with consideration for maximizing local
economic impacts, creating professional
job opportunities, access to affordable
housing, improving social well-being
and reducing transportation-related
greenhouse gas emissions.

by Art Joyce
A CPR train loaded with toxic
chemicals derails near the picturesque
Kootenay Lake village of Procter,
throwing the community into chaos.
The death toll of fish, birds and wildlife
climbs steadily while recovery crews
attempt to clean up the mess. The closeknit community is shaken to its core
trying to sort out the aftermath. It’s a
scene chillingly familiar to Slocan Valley
residents who were impacted by the July
2013 jet fuel spill in Lemon Creek. And
it’s the opening scene in Dana Rothkop’s
first novel, A Village Between.
In some respects, A Village Between
falls into the genre of novels with an
environmental theme such as Edward
Abbey’s classic The Monkey Wrench
Gang. The novel draws on Rothkop’s 50plus years of living in Procter, being part
of a community that fought for the West
Arm Wilderness Park and the HarropProcter Community Forest. As anyone
who has been a part of West Kootenay
culture for any length of time will know,
there’s a tradition here of fighting heartily
to protect the wild things we love. That
means you either have been or know
someone who has stood on a logging
blockade, has been arrested for it, and
spent time in courtrooms as part of that
battle. But having watched how the
community managed to overcome the
worst of its conflicts, Rothkop says he
wanted to show how it could be done.
“I have a good sense of the
community and its intricacies –
characters, interactions and how things
develop. How different viewpoints meld
and how they don’t. It’s about how there
can be various positions, and how we
can live together anyway. And I think
in Procter we’ve moved beyond that –
whereas it was quite polarized before,
it’s much less so now.”

The Rothkop family was part of
the wave of American immigrants
who left their country in protest over
the Vietnam War. Dana was born in
Stockton, California in 1961. His father
wasn’t draft age, so he wasn’t fleeing
a military call-up. Being slightly older,
during the 1950s he had chosen not to
enlist for the Korean War for similar
conscientious reasons. The family
explored the possibility of emigrating
to Ecuador or Argentina, but settled on
Canada after hearing that Quakers from
Argenta had been helping conscientious
objectors settle in the Kootenays. The
Rothkops befriended the Valentine
family and the rest, as they say, is history.
Dana and his older brother Rami enjoyed
growing up in the peaceful environment
of Procter and both had careers and
families there. Dana and his former
wife ran a much-loved bakery while
Rami went on to become manager of
the Harrop-Procter Community Forest.

But as Dana’s novel reveals, that wasn’t
the end of the story. There was trouble
brewing in paradise.
“There’s roadbuilders here that we
blockaded a couple decades ago when
we formed the West Arm Wilderness
Park. And now we’ve hired them to
build our roads in our community forest.
You’ve just got to get over it. I believe
both sides have compromised over the
years. And I think the organizers here
have been so talented in that way, my
brother included. Ramona Faust—an
integral player. Those two especially.”
The four main characters who tell
the story through their points of view
are based on the author and people he’s
known in the community. As is often the
case with novelists, the personalities are
an amalgam of many people Rothkop
has known over the years. He says he’s
had an interest in writing since high
school, and took a year of writing courses
after graduating. Although he decided

not to go into it as a career, he always
kept notes of the various struggles in
the community. These became material
for the novel while he was owner of a
vineyard in Argentina and found himself
with time on his hands. The climate crisis
has been another motivating factor for
the book. He has plans for it to be a threepart series, but is watching to see what
reader response will be to the first one.
“I think it would be interesting to
carry on with the theme – probably the
oil industry and beyond Jumbo, now that
that 30-year battle is finally over. You can
read the book and think about what could
have happened had the Jumbo resort
continued to press forward.”
A Village Between can be
purchased in Nelson for $24.99 at Otter
Books, Coles Books, the Chamber of
Commerce, Touchstones, Enlightened
Spines Chiropractic clinic and for $20
with local discount of $5 at the Procter
Store.

by Jan McMurray
The draft Lardeau Regional Park
Management Plan is on track for
finalization and presentation to the
RDCK board in March. The last public
meetings in the process were held
January 27 in Kaslo and January 28
in Meadow Creek; public comments
are being accepted until February 18.
Mark Crowe, RDCK parks planner
and Shasta McCoy, landscape architect
hired for the project, presented the
latest conceptual plan for the park at
the recent meetings. The plan shows
the project being implemented in two
phases, with the majority of the work
done in the first phase and the addition
of a wharf in the second. Although
the implementation plan spans 10
years, most of the improvements are
scheduled to be completed within the
first five years. The wharf installation,
including site alterations, is scheduled
for years four and five.
The first phase would see
improved parking (six spaces for
boat trailers and nine spaces for
vehicles), a pit toilet with two stalls,
an entry sign, interpretive/ regulatory
signage at the boat launch, wayfinding
signage, riparian restoration planting,

planting of about six shade trees,
trail improvements, picnicking
area improvements, a bench, three
picnic tables, two bear-proof waste
receptacles, boat launch improvements,
and some protective barriers (fencing,
boulders, barriers).
The second phase would see the
installation of a floating wharf and the
associated site preparation, including
deactivating the lakeside road and
restoring it to a pedestrian path.
Phase one is estimated to cost
$349,000 and phase two $80,000.
“We are hoping that the majority
of capital costs can be funded by
grants, partnership contributions and
donations in-kind,” said Crowe in an
interview after the meeting.
Crowe said some of the people
at the meeting requested a study to
determine the best location for a wharf
north of Shutty Bench so that residents
could make an informed decision about
whether or not to install a wharf in
Lardeau Regional Park.
Others asked that there be no stick
rail fencing in the park along the edge
of parking areas and access roads. Some
suggested using natural materials to
demarcate these areas instead, he said.

No widening of the entry roadway
was another suggestion, so as to
discourage parking along there.
Some residents would like to see
boat launch improvements and the
decommissioning of lakeside road by
the boat launch completed in phase one
instead of phase two.
Other suggestions include installing
only one bear-proof waste receptacle
instead of two, no picnic tables, and
leaving the trail as a narrow pathway
instead of widening it to 1.5 metres.
Public feedback to inform the
plan includes a survey and two public
meetings last year (one in Kaslo and
one in Meadow Creek), the two recent
public meetings, and any comments
received during the entire process up
until February 18. Send comments to
parks@rdck.bc.ca or mcrowe@rdck.
bc.ca or Box 590, 202 Lakeside Drive,
Nelson, BC V1L 5R4.
The draft management plan can
be found on the RDCK website under
Services, Parks, Park Management
Plan, Lardeau Regional Park
Management Plan.
https://rdck.ca/EN/main/services/
parks/park-management-plan/lardeauregional-park-management-plan.html

Lifelong Procter resident releases first novel
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Nakusp council, January 27: Preliminary 2020 capital budget presented
by Hannah Lisgo
• Director of Finance
Mark Tennant presented the
preliminary capital budget for
2020. Mayor Tom Zeleznik
expressed concern over the need
to fix or move the breakwater.
He said this issue needs to be
resolved “before it becomes a
liability.” Phosphate discharge
levels into the lake from the
sewer system are also a concern;
the Village’s temporary permit to
discharge levels higher than the
allowable amount has expired.
To address this, an expense of
$100,000 to purchase a chemical
mix tank is in the preliminary
2020 capital budget. Four other
sewer projects are planned over
the next three years subject to
approval of a green infrastructure
grant. Total cost of the four
projects is $1.35 million, with a
contribution from the Village of
$405,000.
• The grant application for
the four sewer projects was
approved. Funding of $945,000
will be requested from Investing
in Canada’s Infrastructure

program - Green Infrastructure.
The Village’s $405,000 share can
be covered by funds in reserve.
The three-year project includes
a new headworks system, a new
aeration system, and a new sludge
management system, consisting
of a new composting facility and
a liner for the lagoon. The Village
is working with 9dot Engineering
on this project, which will address
non-compliance issues outlined
in a November 2019 letter from
the Ministry of Environment.
• The Village will enter
into an agreement with 9dot
Engineering to update the Water
Master Plan, which will be an
action plan to upgrade the water
system and will support grant
applications. The $38,000 fee
for 9dot will be included in
the preliminary 2020 operating
budget.
• The Nakusp Hot Springs
and Chalets report for November
and December was received from
supervisor Noel Ballard. Power
outages were handled well, he
said, but affected business. Two
new backup generators – one

for the hot springs and one for
the chalets – are in the Village’s
preliminary capital budget at a
cost of $60,000. Ballard reported
that in lieu of the fall cleaning
shut down, pools were fully
drained, cleaning and maintained;
a fresh coat of paint was added
to the change rooms, entrance,
benches and chalets; danger trees
were removed from the property;
and the entire facility including
the chalets went through its
annual deep clean. Revenue for
2019 was $1,016,391.
• The preliminary budget
for phase two of the Downtown
Revitalization Project, prepared
by Project Manager Terry Welsh,
comes to $370,038. The project
would see upgrades to the block
between 6th and 5th Avenues.
• CMH Director of
Sustainability Dave Butler made
a presentation to council entitled
‘CMH and Nakusp: a 23-year
partnership.’ He made reference
to the 40 employees residing in the
village, and business partnerships
resulting in a $750,000 annual
investment in Nakusp. Butler

talked about the company’s
focus on reducing waste, battling
climate change and protecting
wildlife. He used the CMH
caribou tracker as an example
of ski tourism working around
natural fauna instead of in spite of
it. “We try to let the animals make
the decisions,” he said. Butler
also highlighted several of the
company’s programs in support of
community endeavours, such as
a $500 scholarship for a Nakusp
graduating student interested in
the tourism sector, the Women
of Courage project to provide
employment to women escaping
abuse, participation in local
rescues throughout the Valley,
and thousands of litres of fuel
donations to fight local wildfires
in the summer. Mayor Tom
Zeleznik presented Butler and
two other CMH representatives
with a commemorative pin
thanking them for their service
to Nakusp.
• Council approved its
Strategic Plan for 2020-2023.
Just a few of council’s goals are:
to encourage private investment

by Jan McMurray
The Nakusp & District
Chamber of Commerce has
announced that it is building
a Virtual Visitor Centre and
reducing service from its Visitor
Centre building. Year-round
operation of the centre “is no
longer a viable financial option,”
the Chamber announcement says.
The announcement includes the
news that Cedra Eichenauer’s
last day as Chamber and Visitor
Centre manager was February 7.
“While tourism continues to
grow and remains an important
economic driver in our area, as
in all of BC, we need to engage
visitors in a different way,” says
the Chamber announcement. The
Virtual Centre “will ultimately
allow more people to discover
and enjoy our region.”
“Something had to change,”
said Barbara Ross, vicepresident of the Chamber. “We
started up the Visitor Centre as
an equal partnership between
the Chamber, the Village and
Destination BC, but the Chamber
has been paying substantially
more than the other partners for
at least five years.”
Ross says the goal is to keep
the centre open until at least the
end of August. Hours will be
Tuesday-Friday, 11 am-3 pm,

with additional hours in June,
July and August.
The Virtual Visitor Centre
is in the planning and tendering
stage, Ross reports. She invites
everyone interested to come to
the Chamber AGM on February
18 at Selkirk College at 6 pm to
find out more and get involved.
In the announcement, the
Chamber board sings the praises
of Cedra Eichenauer, “the face
of the Visitor Centre as well as
the Chamber of Commerce”
for the past nine years. “Thank
you Cedra, for all that you have
done to make this organization
function smoothly. We wish you
a lifetime of success.”
In an interview, Cedra said
she is sad to be leaving, but
she is glad the Chamber “is
doing the difficult thing and
making necessary changes.”
While in-person visitor servicing
is important, she says, change is
necessary. “We need better online
resources and outreach. I hope it
will also provide an opportunity
for the Chamber to focus on
more chamber-specific activities
beyond tourism.”
Cedra has been offered
a position with the Kootenay
Adaptive Sport Association
(KASA). “I participated in the
Universal Design workshop

they co-hosted with Kootenay
Rockies Tourism last summer
and I am very excited by the
opportunity to learn more and
work toward better accessibility
for our region,” she said.
She says she will also
“continue struggling as the
caregiver for my mother, who
is descending into dementia”
and will concentrate on getting
supports in place for her before a
new position starts.
“I am sorry that this came as
such a sudden shock to everyone,”
she said. “When decisions and
opportunities coincide, it is time
to act, and we did. And truly,

given the responses I’ve gotten,
whenever notice was given
would have been my last day of
productive work.
“I want to say thank you
to the board of directors of the
Chamber for their invaluable
support over the years. And
to the membership, and our
community: I have enjoyed
getting to know you better and I
look forward to working together
in whatever form that takes in
the future. I love where we live
and I want to help it be a healthy,
happy, friendly, safe and beautiful
place for all who live here and all
who visit.”

Nakusp & District Chamber of Commerce announces big changes

in alternative energy sources; to
begin phase two of the downtown
revitalization project, which
is looking at including more
disability friendly options;
advocate for improved service
from Interior Health Authority;
develop more youth oriented and
senior oriented programs; and
recognize and support volunteer
appreciation events.
• The Village will apply
to the Ministry of Municipal
Affairs and Housing for $7,500
under the Infrastructure Planning
Grant Program for phase three
of Nakusp’s asset management
planning program. The Village
will contribute $2,500 to the
$10,000 project.
• Council appointed
the following as NACFOR
directors: John Cann, Aidan
McLaren-Caux, Melissa
Rode and Randy Mackenzie.
There were three vacancies
remaining. Applications to sit
on the board are available at
nakuspcommunityforest.com.
• The question of whether or
not Kristina Williamson’s pond
needs a fence to comply with the
building bylaw has been resolved
two years after the issue arose
in 2018. After reviewing the
bylaw, the Village’s legal counsel
advised no fence is required, as
the pond is not a “pool,” and that
the property owner would be held
100% liable in the case of any
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incidents at the pond.
• Mayor Tom Zeleznik
is participating in a newly
established physician recruitment
program for Nakusp. By Village
estimates, there are approximately
800 patients without a regular
doctor, resulting in increased
waits and unnecessary trips to
the emergency room. Possible
strategies include raising
awareness through a short film,
advertising, and incentives such
as subsidized rents for medical
professionals willing to move
to the area.
• Nakusp Fire Chief Terry
Warren gave his end of year
report to council. The department
responded to 100 reported
incidents in 2019. The fire
response team now consists of
26 members. More training is
necessary, in particular for new
recruits. Engine 401, coming up
on its 20-year anniversary, can be
used for another five years. The
Village is looking into buying a
newer second-hand vehicle, as
the price for a brand new truck is
approximately $800,000.
• On behalf of the Nakusp
Rotary Club, the Village will
apply for a $20,000 TD Friends
of the Environment grant for the
Natural Adventure Park project.
• Council approved the
purchase of a new dump truck
for $190,000, to come from the
equipment reserve.

Fresh flower bouquets for
Valentine’s day! Several
sizes/prices to choose from.

Bird Seed
& Feeders
Animal feed for
chickens, horses,
pigs, sheep, llama,
dogs, cats & more
Stove Pipe, Stoves
& Accessories
Toys, tools, cooking
appliances & more
at your friendly local
hardware store

Cut
roses by
the stem
2 1/2” tropicals, succulents,
cacti, alstroemeria, air plants.
Starting @$3.99

Snow shovels, safety salt, sleds for
kids and hauling fire wood
Cedra Eichenauer’s last day as Chamber and Visitor Centre manager was February 7.

40% off of our ladies “Alessia Bethany” Rockport boots

– Rugged and stylish, this boot will be your instant favorite. This boot is designed with side zipper and lace-up detail that provide a
secure fit. The EVA footbed and TPR outsole ensure enhanced cushioning and traction for a comfortable walking experience.

Professional fitting, expert service.
www.vincedevito.com
www.facebook.com/pages/
Vince-DeVitos-SpecialtyFootwear-LTD

411 Hall Street • Nelson, BC • 250-352-6261 • Toll-free: 1-800-337-1622

8

COMMUNITY

The Valley Voice February 13, 2020

North Valley Mountain Film Festival celebrates 14th annual event
submitted
The North Valley Mountain Film
Festival is celebrating its 14th annual
event on February 29, 7 pm at the
Silverton Memorial Hall. The show
promises a night filled with exciting
adventures taking us to local places
and beyond. This year’s films touch on
a variety of themes including history,
climate change, personal adversity
and straight up ‘shredding’, set against
a backdrop of beautiful and wild
landscapes. Doors open at 6:30.
Professional paraglider pilot and
long time Slocan Valley local Benjamin
Jordan shares his latest adventure in The
Endless Chain. This film documents
his 52-day, unsupported paragliding
expedition up the entire length of the
Canadian Rockies. The goal was to
become the first person ever to have
flown over both Banff and Jasper
National Parks, covering more than
1,200 kilometres without any support.
The documentary What If explores
the many possibilities of disabilities
and the outdoors, brought to us by the

Kootenay Adaptive Sports Association
and regular festival contributor Jesse
Schpakowski. Two adventurers with
spinal cord injuries are joined by local
advocates on an adventure that takes
them from Revelstoke to Nelson by
way of crank and paddle. They follow
existing routes with equipment available
to anyone in the Arrow and Slocan Lakes
region. Showcasing what can be done
and how important connection with the
outdoors is to everyone. What If touches
on the simple fact that we have all had a
‘what if’ moment which could have led
us down a much different path.
Traversing the Canol captures
the history of a wild place and wilder
industrial ambitions. Five female
cyclists cross the indifferent yet majestic
landscape of the Selwyn and Mackenzie
Mountains in northern Canada as they
explore the history of the region. Their
route follows the historic Canol pipeline,
constructed by the US Army Corps in
1943, only to be abandoned two years
later. Struggling through challenging
terrain and mechanical issues, the riders

trace the remnants of the pipeline.
Enjoy these shows and many more.
Proceeds go to support the North Slocan
Trails Society and their work to maintain
local trails. A concession with sweets,
pizza and beverages will be available.
The North Valley Mountain Film Festival
is once again pleased to be partnering

with the Langham Cultural Centre in
Kaslo to take our festival on the road.
The 2020 festival lineup will be shown
at the Langham on March 6th and 7th. For
more information on this event please
go to www.thelangham.ca or phone
250-353-2661.
Tickets are available at Rutabaga’s

and Silverton Building Supplies (adults
$10 and youth/student $5). Remember
that kids 10 and under are free, but still
need a ticket. Get your tickets early as
this event sells out every year.
For more information visit
northvalleyfilmfestival.com or contact
us at northvalleyfilmfest@gmail.com.

submitted
Frantisek Strouhal and Chantal
Robert have co-written a book
titled Illuminations: Art Embracing
Awareness, Streams of Consciousness,
along with Frantisek’s son, Jakub.
Frantisek Strouhal is internationally
admired for his flawless use of traditional
19th-century techniques combined with
his unique contemporary yet timeless
artistic vision.
The book embodies Frantisek’s
original artworks, with his unique style
and voice distinctive for its evocative
introspection, and existential urgency.
His artistry invites the viewer to assess
the mood, atmosphere, and ideas
communicated by the artwork, and by
so doing to reflect on his or her own
emotional state and worldview.
Prose poems are accompanying
each image to assist the reader like
a guide on a journey of expansion,
awareness, and transformation. The text
is a revealing portrait of the authors’
inner quest to understand and reconcile
past traumas. It’s an exploration of
forgiveness, gratitude, love, and most
importantly the awareness of the present
moment. The book offers help to anyone
wanting to find the keys to a better life.
By slowing down and paying attention
to where and who we are, we take a step
closer to that goal.
The authors were looking for

expressions that fed the soul and quieted
the mind. They distilled into prose poems
the decades of study about spiritual
psychology, anthropology, and science.
Their intention is to share what they
have discovered about love and freedom,
but also about suffering and letting go.
What makes their book different is that
it approaches the mystery of life and
healing through the beauty of art and
prose, opening one to deeper levels of
awareness.
Strouhal and Robert currently own

Mirage Studio, an art enterprise that
has been received internationally in art
galleries, exhibitions, and publications.
The studio has won numerous awards
and competitions, their work welcomed
by artistic groups and communities
around the world. Mirage Studio wishes
to thank the Columbia Basin Trust,
Columbia Kootenay Cultural Alliance
and Slocan Valley Community Arts
Council for their generous support. For
more information visit: https://www.
frantisekstrouhal.com/book-press-kit.

Renowned Slocan Valley artist releases new book

Slocan Valley artists Frantisek Strouhal and Chantal Robert have released a new book
exploring life’s mysteries through art and prose poems.
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Research project looking into the health effects of the Lemon Creek fuel spill
by Moe Lyons
Seven years after the notorious
fuel spill into Lemon Creek in the
Slocan Valley, students from the
Rural Pre-Medicine Program (RPM)
at Selkirk College are undertaking a
study to investigate the health effects
of the spill.
Student Andi Belland has taken
the lead on this project, and has
begun to contact people and groups
in the Slocan Valley to get responses
to an interview form that will provide
useful data. The form can be viewed
at https://tinyurl.com/v86numm.
Thus far they have received a couple
of dozen responses, and are hoping
to get many more.
The publicity for the study says
they are looking into “economic,
social, psychological, or physical
effects” that Valley residents may
have encountered during or following
the spill. Participants will complete
a confidential survey and/or have an
in-person interview with two or more
researchers, and can withdraw from
the study at any time. The survey
will take approximately 15 minutes
and must be submitted before March
15, 2020. The interview will take
approximately 30-60 minutes.
Participation in this study will
help the students to better understand
the impacts of the Lemon Creek
fuel spill, particularly relating to the
health of the community surrounding
the spill location. This research will
help develop an understanding of
how fuel spills in a rural area impact
its residents.
“We feel that there has been a
lack of communication, a lot of unclarity, about all this,” says Belland.
“Most of what people have heard is
by word of mouth. We want to gather
the data and bring it back to the
community. It’s a chance for people
that were affected by the fuel spill to
tell their stories and contribute to a
community research project.”
Belland said that initially Marilyn
Burgoon, a well known local activist
who died recently, had wanted the
health survey to use in the ongoing
court cases in regards to the fuel spill.
As many people know, Marilyn was
relentless in her quest to see someone
forced to take responsibility for what
happened in the Slocan Valley at that
time, and to seek compensation for
the victims of the spill.
The researchers have been
consulting with Sinixt leader Marilyn
James, who worked closely with
Burgoon and supports the project.
“I think it’s a good idea,” she says,
“because I don’t think our concerns
in this community have been taken
seriously, especially around the court
cases.”
Very little has been done to weigh
what happened to Valley dwellers as
a result of the spill. Initially, there
was a great flurry of activity, with a
Response Centre set up and staffed
by Nelle Maxey and John Wittmayer.
From the accounts of about 60 people
who sought help at the centre, Maxey
compiled extensive documents
which were made available to the
RDCK and Interior Health. Little or
no follow-up was done, and now no

one knows what the long-term effects
have been.
Selkirk College faculty member
Lori Barkley says, “Last year at
this time a Peace Studies student
of mine was working with Marilyn
Burgoon for a project on water, and
through that she mentioned that
there had been no health survey
following the Lemon Creek spill.
The third year rural pre-med students
at Selkirk College are required to
do an applied research project and
this seemed like a great way to
better understand rural health issues
and provide research that could be
meaningful to the community. After

many conversations with Marilyn
Burgoon and the students, the entire
class decided to take on the project
as a team. It is sad that Marilyn
passed before she could see that the
project is up and running. It still feels
good to be carrying on some of her
work and the students get real world
experience that can really help them
in the competitive world of health
care.”
Barkley says students have
received approval from the Selkirk
College research ethics committee
and successfully defended their
research project in December. They
are now at the research stage, which

Seven years after the notorious fuel spill into Lemon Creek in the Slocan Valley, students
from the Rural Pre-Medicine Program (RPM) at Selkirk College are undertaking a study to
investigate the health effects of the spill.

requires participants. “We are hoping
that the community will respond to
the call for participants for the project
to take shape and enable them to work
with the data. The intention of the
research is to provide the community
with a survey of the perceived health
effects from the spill and to provide
a unique and valuable learning
experience for the students.”
The students doing this project
have been working with the Slocan
Valley Streamkeepers to get the word

out, and Streamkeeper Gregoire
Lamoureux encourages people
to participate in the study. “It’s
important,” he says, “because it
hasn’t been done. Just having the
documentation will be a good thing.
At least it may help others in the same
situation to realize what they need to
be aware of.”
To learn more, or to participate
in this study, contact: Andi Belland:
andibelland@edu.selkirk.ca or 250551-5872.
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ALFA Guild plans to open community arts hub in old forestry building in Nakusp
by Jan McMurray
The Arrow Lakes Fine Arts
(ALFA) Guild is working on opening
a community arts hub in the old
forestry building located at 1st Street
and 5th Avenue NW. They hope to
be fully up and running by the end
of the year.
“We want it to be more of a
community arts hub than just a
gallery,” says Donna Mair, president
of the ALFA Guild. “We would like
to have literary and music events as
well as art shows, and art-related
workshops for people of all ages and
skill levels. We’re looking to entice
the public in, and not necessarily for
something they have to pay for.”
The group has an agreement with
the Province to rent the building
once they have the funding in place,
and is now focusing on applying for
grants for the renovations and other
start-up costs.
“One of the advantages is
that it has never been insulated or
drywalled. It’s open 2x4s, so there’s
not much tearing down to do to get
the plumbing, electrical, insulation
and drywall in,” said Karen Coon,
ALFA Guild treasurer.
The main floor will be the main
gallery, and upstairs will be the
workshop space. They hope to
open the upstairs space first, in late
summer, so they can make some
money holding workshops to help
finish renovating the downstairs.
“The workshops and events
would be the main source of
revenue,” Mair says. “We’d take a
commission like any gallery does,
but we don’t see the gallery as the
main source of revenue.”
The group will be applying for
the CBT Community Initiatives grant
this year for the arts hub project, and
not for Art Walk as they have in the
past. They hope to organize Art Walk
again this year, but may not have the
resources. “We might have to take a
hiatus,” said Mair.
The three key people behind
the project – Mair, Coon and Lorna
Guild – are all artists and new
to Nakusp. They started looking
for a building in summer 2018
because “everyone kept mentioning

Enviromentalists who drive
are like doctors who smoke
Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work,
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal
WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS

359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539
3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

REFUGIA FOR WILDLIFE

With old-growth forests and deep snowpacks
on high alpine peaks, our inland temperate rainforest region is predicted to be a climate change
refugia for wildlife. These BC headwaters of the
Columbia R. will likely experience less dramatic
changes in precipitation and maintain cooler
temperatures during the disruption of climate
change, possibly providing a sanctuary for
species of all kinds.

slocanlakess.com

how nice it would be to have a
building and we had to agree,” Mair
said. “Lorna researched ownership
of the old forestry building, and
through the kind support of our MLA
Katrine Conroy and her office staff,
was connected to the appropriate
government department to secure a
lease agreement.”
Rezoning will be necessary, Mair
says, and the building must be given
approval by the building inspector to
be open to the public. The group will
be renting the old forestry building
only – not the whole property. The
four-bay garage on the site is still
used by Forestry.
The group plans to have both
local artists and artists from away
lead workshops and show their work
in the gallery. Mair and Coon are
both from the Okanagan and are well
connected in the arts community.
They are working with the Nakusp
Public Library to host their reading
events, which are outgrowing the
library space. They are also working
with the art teacher at the high school
because they would like a student
art show in the gallery. They are
committed to engaging everyone,

from children to seniors, at the
centre.
“We’re looking at ways to bring
seniors in, through workshops or just
have them drop in for tea. We’ll have
bookshelves with art-related books
for sale, and a space with easy chairs
for people to come in and browse
through the books,” Coon said.

submitted
In March 2019, Valhalla Hills
Nordic Ski Club (VHNSC) was
likely the first ski club in North
America and maybe the world to
proactively prohibit the use of both
glide and kick waxes with fluorinated
chemicals on our ski trails. There is
global action to curb manufacture
and use of these substances for
nonessential purposes. Valhalla Hills
Nordic Ski Trails midway between
New Denver and Nakusp are located
in a very important corridor for
several mammalian species between
the Valhalla Provincial Parks and
the Goat Range Park to the north
and at the top of the Slocan River
watershed.
Some more expensive ski waxes
contain long fluorinated carbon chain
molecules, known as Perfluoroalkyl
Carboxylic Acids (PFCAs) or
Perfluoroalkyl Substances (PFAS).
These manmade chemicals are used
in a whole host of goods from Goretex
jackets to car polishes. Many PFCA’s
are considered Persistent Organic
Pollutants due to their toxic nature
as an endocrine system disruptor,
carcinogen and non-biodegradable
persistence. Traces of these toxins
can now be found in plant tissues in
proximity to popular ski trails and
they bio-accumulate in mammal’s
blood, liver and bone marrow.
Fluorinated chemicals readily move
in water and in a vapour form. The
location of many cross-country ski
areas is at the top of watersheds.
VHNSC already has a policy
to close trails where ungulates are
using that area during the snow
season and has a ‘no dogs’ policy.
Toxic effects on mammals include
reduced lactation, thyroid disorders,
and cancer. At this time, humans are
the most affected by two chemical
forms of these products, PFOA and
related PFOS with exposure from

some 3,000 products from chemically
coated rugs to microwave popcorn
bags. It is the no-stick ingredient for
water, oils, and dirt, thus making skis
glide faster. Non-toxic alternatives
are available.
The international ski organization,
Fédération Internationale de Ski
(FIS; English: International Ski
Federation), is aware of the problems
with these substances, especially

to those handling them. In Late
November the FIS announced a ban
on fluorinated wax usage at FIS races
starting in the 2020/2021 ski season.
We ask all our trail users to assure
they are not waxed with fluorinated
waxes, both glider wax and kick
wax. Waxes marked Fast, VR, LF, or
HF, as well as “fluorinated” contain
persistent pollutants. They are nonessential to having fun skiing and

competing in snow sports. With your
compliance we hope to avoid future
environmental consequences at the
now 3-year-old ski trails midway
between Nakusp and New Denver.
VHNSC is making educational
signage to explain why skiers
shall refrain from employing these
fluorinated waxes on our trails. For
more information please contact
Valhalla Hills Nordic Ski Club.

submitted
The Healthy Community Society
has been given the opportunity
to expand its North Slocan Food
Program through the generous
support of the CBT Social Grants
program. For several years the North
Slocan Food Program has sought to
provide healthy meals sourced from
as much local food as possible and
enhance food literacy through our
partnership with Lucerne School.
The school lunch and breakfast
programs give students and families
access to four meals a week.
Students benefit further by
participating in educational
programming in the school garden
and greenhouse, learning how
to grow food from the time they
are early learners. The Healthy
Community Society is committed
to fostering a growing awareness
of community food resiliency and
facilitating annual events that bring
people together such as the Harvest
Festival, Seedy Saturday and the
Harvest Dinner.
Thanks to the CBT Social Grant
funding we will expand our school
lunch program to offer meals for
seniors and preschoolers each week.
We will partner with Lucerne School
to offer weekly breakfasts for the
entire school year. We will procure
and preserve more local food for our

programs through increased school
growing, support of local farmers
and gleaning. We will introduce
traditional ecological knowledge
and practices into the program.
We will continue to develop
inter-generational connections
and expand our staff capacity to
include management of our school
greenhouse and culinary tool library.
If you are a senior in the New

Denver and Silverton area and would
like to participate in the new weekly
meal program, please contact Paula
at 505-0121 for more information.
Please come out to our next
community event, Seedy Saturday,
which will be held February 29, 10
am to 1 pm, at the Silverton Gallery.
Food processing tools that make up
the new Culinary Tool Library will
be on display and demonstrated.

The building is in a great
location, too. “We are only a block
away from Studio Connexion Fine
Art Gallery, a block from the Old
Firehall Collective, and a couple
of blocks from Debra Rushfeldt’s
studio and gallery on the main street,
so it ties into a corridor of cultural
activity,” said Coon. “We envision a

cultural district on Google maps like
they have in Kelowna.”
Another bonus, Mair says, is
that people are curious about the
building. The last time it was in use
was in the 1970s, and it’s been empty
for years. “I think when we open,
we’ll have a lot of people who are
just curious and want to see it.”

The Arrow Lakes Fine Arts Guild has plans to create a community arts hub in the old forestry building in Nakusp.

Valhalla Hills Nordic Ski Club bans harmful waxes

Healthy Community Society expands school food program

Slocan Park resident Michael Kooznetsoff won $100,000 on a Luxury Crossword X111 Scratch & Win
card. When he scanned the card at the Slocan Valley Co-op, he says he started shaking and almost
dropped to his knees. He says the first thing he’s going to do is throw his son’s hockey team a pizza
party at an upcoming Kamloops tournament, complete with a Booster Juice gift card for each player.
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Nakusp mayor’s message: Reaching out for help to rebuild the marina breakwaters
by Nakusp Mayor Tom Zeleznik
The most powerful force ever known
on this planet is human cooperation, and
the Village and the Nakusp Launch
Club are now reaching out to the
whole community for your support,
solutions and ideas for the building
of new breakwaters at the marina.
Contact launch club members (contact
info below) if you wish to help in any
capacity.
The Nakusp Marina and its two
breakwaters are nearly 40 years old and
at the end of their lifespans. It has come to
a point where the breakwaters are beyond
repair and any further maintenance of
the marina is futile without breakwater
protection.
I wish to share the facts about the
Nakusp Marina and breakwaters to set

the record straight.
Under the terms of the 1980
agreement and 1982 modification
agreement between BC Hydro, the
Village of Nakusp, and the volunteer
Nakusp Launch Club, BC Hydro
constructed the Nakusp Marina, paved
the parking lot, and installed fencing,
lighting, the rest station facility and the
marina breakwater at a cost of $3 million
between 1980 and 1986. In 1986, BC
Hydro constructed an additional western
breakwater for the marina at a cost of
$2.2 million.
As per the agreement, the marina
and breakwaters were transferred to the
Village upon completion, and BC Hydro
has no further obligation to maintain this
asset. I am unsure why the Village and
Launch Club of the day agreed to take

ownership of a facility that was way too
big for our small community to maintain,
but I don’t want to dwell on the past. I
want to look ahead to solutions.
More recently, when BC Hydro
was ordered to upgrade the boat launch,
the Village asked the Comptroller
of Water Rights about BC Hydro’s
obligation to provide a breakwater for
the launch. On September 26, 2013
the Comptroller responded: “It appears
that the breakwaters provide protection
mostly to the marina, and the marina
in turn appears to provide protection
to the boat launch. The marina was not
included in the Order to BC Hydro to
provide reservoir access hence there is
no license obligation on their part toward
it. The above leads me to conclude there
currently is no water license requirement

by BC Hydro to maintain or replace the
breakwaters at Nakusp. Should there
come a time however when the marina
is no longer there, BC Hydro would be
responsible for providing breakwaters
to protect and allow safe use of the new
boat launch.”
This is very frustrating because
BC Hydro has built and is maintaining
breakwaters for every community along
Arrow Lakes reservoir except ours.
They were ordered to do so by the Water
Comptroller, as an obligation required
under Clause (m) of their Conditional
Water Licence, which allows BC Hydro
to store water in the Arrow reservoir.
Over the past few years, Village
councils have reached out to BC Hydro at
UBCM conferences and other meetings
to ask for help. BC Hydro has recently

by Art Joyce
For Edgewood resident Shelley
Rollier, pursuing her dream of being an
artist meant taking a leap of faith and
following her heart. As anyone who has
tried to make a living as an artist knows,
this is no easy challenge. So after 20
years of ups and downs and raising a
daughter while working to make her
dream a reality, she has written a book
to help others with similar goals. Titled
Follow Your Heart, it is available as a
print-on-demand book in either print or
e-book form at Amazon. Rollier says she
only learned her true vocation in life by
taking a heart-centred approach.
“I didn’t realize that I was an artist
until I started following my heart. It
seems to me that whatever gifts you
were born with are going to be put to
the forefront once a person starts to fully
follow their hearts. There were things
that occurred along the way that showed
me that I had artist potential but I never
took it seriously and basically put the
whole idea on the back burner.”
Rollier is a self-taught artist working
in oils and acrylic paint, and the book
cover features an original painting

of a lotus flower. Her initial fear and
resistance to the idea of embarking on
an artistic career were understandable
– she had a young daughter to raise.
But she found that once she made the
leap, her path became clear. That didn’t
mean there were no obstacles to face, but
making a firm commitment to her goal
of being an artist helped her see her way

through them.
“Learning to follow your heart 100%
is not an easy journey at first, because
you are having to work through a lot of
fears and doing things that don’t make
any sense at first. So this is where this
book becomes a helpful tool. When I
started to follow my heart 100% – ‘take
the leap of faith’ – trusting in something

I could not see, I was all of a sudden
getting into drawing and painting on a
very regular basis, much to my surprise.
It was put to the forefront and I was never
to look back.”
That meant quitting her part-time
job and taking her young daughter out of
daycare, not knowing at first how she’d
be able to provide for them. She found
herself writing down notes to herself and
collecting them over the years as a way of
reminding herself of what she’d learned
about sticking to her vision.
“Around this time was when my
heart was starting to guide me to start
collecting the notes contained in my
book from different sources, and I would
find myself being meant to re-read them
from time to time. And I still find them
invaluable to read even today. After
some time of living this way, I became
more and more secure with it all and
basically fearless and have developed
complete trust. It has become second
nature for me.”
Follow Your Heart is available
through Amazon for $9.99 in electronic
form or $14.95 in paperback form.

by Jan McMurray
A Boil Water Notice (BWN) was
issued on February 3 in Edgewood, just
four days after the new upgraded water
system had been commissioned and the
long-standing BWN issued on June 4 last
year had been lifted. The problem was
found to be a water break on a private
irrigation system.
Jason McDiarmid, manager of
utility services at the RDCK, reported on
February 6 that the break was isolated,
restoring the system to normal for
Edgewood residents. The irrigation
system break repair is the responsibility
of the owner.
The break in the irrigation system
resulted in reduced reservoir levels
and distribution pressure loss in the
Edgewood system, so the February 3
BWN was issued “as a precautionary
measure as there is a potential for the
backflow of contaminants to enter the
water system due to the pressure loss,”
according to an RDCK press release.
On January 30, the RDCK
announced that the Edgewood water
system upgrades had been completed and
tested, the Boil Water Notice (BWN) that
had been in place since June 4 last year

was lifted, and water quality was “good.”
The June 4 BWN had been issued
due to increased seasonal turbidity – a
common occurrence and a key reason
for the water upgrades – and had been
continued as part of the commissioning
process of the new well pump house,
reservoir and transmission line. Other
upgrades as part of the project include
two new wells, a new booster station,
and backup power.

McDiarmid confirmed that the recent
upgrades to the system didn’t include any
work on the distribution system – just a
new water main to connect the new wells
and reservoir to the distribution system.
He said a water main to the old reservoir
will be abandoned this year.
The Regional District is hoping to
host a public meeting in Edgewood this
summer to provide water system updates,
McDiarmid reports.

by Kathy Hartman
On January 30, the draft Official
Community Plan (OCP) was presented
at the arena auditorium in Nakusp.
Residents were asked to make comments
on several ‘engagement boards’ about
how they felt about the plan so far.
Some of the issues residents felt
needed more emphasis were: the
thriving arts and culture community,
wellness opportunities, tourism, and the
historical and continued importance of
the forestry industry.
Some people left notes indicating
what they felt was left out of the
plan. Some of these were: airport
development, marina expansion, art

work, mental health/ wellness/ rehab
centre.
In response to the inquiry asking
where Nakusp should concentrate
growth, some want to see servicing
completed to existing areas first, while
others would like to see water and
sewer provided to all areas to increase
development opportunity.
There will be another opportunity
to contribute to the OCP in March. The
final version will be presented sometime
this May.
B & A Planning began back in
October 2019 gathering data from
residents to find how they want to see
their village grow.

Edgewood artist releases inspirational first book

Shelley Rollier, Edgewood artist, has released her first book, Follow Your Heart.

Edgewood water upgrades complete

offered a one-time contribution of
$100,000 to assist with the breakwater.
We know $100,000 would not
go very far towards the total cost of
rebuilding the breakwaters, let alone
rebuilding the marina in stages once
the breakwaters are in place. So we
are working with the Launch Club to
bring together individuals, businesses
and corporations with an interest in
maintaining this significant asset in our
community. BC Hydro has indicated
that they may be willing to help in some
capacity if they see more community
involvement.
I have contacted MLA Katrine
Conroy to see if she can help.
I have reached out to Columbia
Basin Trust to help with funding this
facility, but their policy is to not fund
municipal infrastructure. Please contact
Ken France (kenjfrance@msn.com) or
Sylvia Warantz (bwarantz@xplornet.ca)
with your ideas and suggestions and help
us avoid a significant economic loss to
the community.

Meet CYNDI HOPPER!!

If you’ve been looking for a bunny as
a pet, look no further!! Cyndi is litter-trained,
socialized with people and absolutely
lovable!! She is friendly and loves to be
cuddled and handled. She’s an indoor-only
house bunny who will just melt your heart!
Call PALS today at 250-265-3792 to find out
more about Cyndi Hopper!!

WEEKLY SPONSOR:

Nakusp
(250) 265-3635 www.selkirkrealty.com

Individual, couple and family therapy within a goal-oriented
process to address your need to feel better, more in control, and
freer to make healthy decisions and live into them.

Alice Watson M.Ed. Counselling Psychology 250-265-3328
*Member of Canadian Counsellor and Psychotherapy Association,
CBT certificate holder, 17+ years’ experience.

Draft Official Community Plan presented at open house in Nakusp

Annual General Meeting

The Nakusp & District Chamber of Commerce
Invites you to attend our 2020 AGM
Tuesday, February 18 – 6:00 pm
Selkirk College • 311 Broadway Street
Please RSVP 250-265-4234 or nakusp@telus.net by Friday, February 14.

We look forward to working with you in 2020!

COMMUNITY
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New Denver council, January 28: Boundary extension border confirmed
by Kathy Hartman
• Council confirmed the boundary
extension area for the proposal to bring
Denver Siding into the Village. Maps of
the area can be viewed in the January
28 agenda package at newdenver.ca/
council-business/ or at the Village
office. The proposed area includes six
Crown owned parcels, each 2.06 acres,
that lie north of Carpenter Creek and
south of the cemetery plus six privately
owned parcels, ranging in size from
1.65 to 17 acres, that lie north of Hwy
31A and east of the Galena Trail. The
boundary extension proposal will now
be referred to property owners in the
proposed extension area, the RDCK,
First Nations and the BC Integrated
Land Management Bureau for their

comments. Extending municipal
boundaries to include Denver Siding
was identified as a strategic priority in
the Village’s 2019 Annual Report.
• The Village of New Denver’s
Local Selection Committee will
review the 2020/21 CBT Community
Initiatives applications on Tuesday,
April 21 at 7 pm in council chambers.
The Village will advertise for people to
sit on the committee. Applications must
be submitted through the Trust’s online
application system. The deadline to
submit proposals is 4:30 pm on Friday,
February 28. Application and examples
of 2019 funded projects can be found at
http://rdck.ca/cip-aap.
• Council accepted the donation
of the Rescue Boat from the New

VILLAGE OF
NEW DENVER
PUBLIC NOTICES

2020 UTILITY BILLINGS

Invoices for 2020 water and garbage charges have been mailed
to property owners. Payments can be made in person at the
Village Office (cash, cheque or debit) or through Kootenay
Savings Credit Union’s online banking.
Please note that a 5% penalty will be applied to all amounts
that have not been paid by February 18th, 2020. An additional
5% penalty will be applied to all amounts that remain unpaid
at October 1st, 2020.

BUSINESS LICENCES

A current Business Licence is required for all commercial
undertakings of any kind within the Village of New Denver,
including home-based businesses, professional, personal or
other services for the purpose of gain or profit. Available for the
first time this year is the Inter-Community Business License
(ICBL). ICBL allows eligible businesses to operate across
participating communities without having to buy a separate
business licence for each community. For more information or
to obtain a business licence, please contact the Village Office.

2020 BUDGET NOTICE

In accordance with Section 166 of the Community Charter, the
Council of the Village of New Denver invites public consultation
in the preparation of the Village’s 2020 Five Year Financial Plan.
Council welcomes public input from residents of the Village with
regards to items they would like to see addressed in the budget.
To ensure Council’s consideration please submit your comments to the Village of New Denver Municipal Office no later
than 4:00 pm on Friday, February 21, 2020.

RADON DETECTORS

Did you know that the Village of New Denver has 2 radon detector kits available for loan? The cost is free for Village of New
Denver residents and for non-residents, the rental fee is $15
(plus a $50 refundable deposit). For more information, please
contact our office.

CIP/AAP GRANT PROGRAMS

The Columbia Basin Trust Community Initiatives and Affected
Areas Programs (CIP/AAP) proposals are now being accepted
until 4:30 pm on Friday, February 28, 2020. The programs
support local projects that provide additional value to Basin
communities, and that benefit the broad community and public
good.
Organizations are reminded that the 2020 proposals must be
submitted through the Trust’s online application system. Application guides, information and worksheets are available at the
Village Office or visit the Village website.
115 Slocan Avenue · P.O. Box 40, New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
(250) 358-2316 · office@newdenver.ca · www.newdenver.ca

Denver Rescue Society. It makes sense
for the Village to own the boat, as it is
used by the Village fire department in
rescue situations. The operating and
maintenance costs associated with the
boat will now be taken off the shoulders
of the non-profit society and shared
among participants in the fire and
rescue service (New Denver, Silverton
and a portion of Area H). The donation
includes an 18’ Hughes Craft Rescue
Boat, along with the new 150 Yamaha
Engine and all equipment currently
installed on the boat. According to
Mayor Casely, it’s the only rescue boat
on the lake and gets a fair bit of use –
about seven rescues last year.
• The Village will apply for funding
to continue the WildSafeBC program
in 2020. To be eligible, participating
local governments must contribute a
minimum of $4,000. The WildSafeBC
program in the area includes New
Denver, Silverton, Area H North,
Nakusp, and Area K. Council authorized
a minimum contribution of $1,000 cash
plus $500 of in-kind support from the
Village of New Denver. Nakusp, Area
H and Area K have confirmed their cash
contributions of $1,000 each.
• Council voted to provide a letter
to the New Denver and Area Housing
Society in support of its application
to the Vancouver Foundation for
Investment Readiness Program funding.
If the application is successful, the
funding will assist with the development

of the affordable housing project in
New Denver.
• The Slocan Valley Agriculture
Action Plan, commissioned by the
Slocan Valley Economic Development
Partnership, was received. The goal
of the plan is to encourage a healthy
and prosperous agriculture sector
in the Slocan Valley, by supporting
farmers and food producers, thus
promoting a more diverse and resilient
community. This includes supporting
the Slocan Valley’s cannabis industry in
the process of transitioning to the new
legal environment.
• Councillor Colin Moss reported
on the January 17 Regional District
of Central Kootenay board meeting
concerning recycling, composting,
landfill hours, phone outages, and
the Wildsafe initiative. Recycling
operations continue the transition to
Recycle BC. Recycling continues
to be a problem mainly because of
the changing markets worldwide for
recycling. As backyard composting is
an integral part of the overall organics
diversion strategy, Moss is helping to
organize a presentation to the West
Resource Recovery Committee by
the local Healthy Community Society
so the new Denver and Silverton
composting initiative continues. Moss
spoke with the RDCK emergency
program coordinator and suggested
negotiating with Telus Mobility to have
backup generators placed at key cell

phone towers to ensure service during
power outages. At the January 22 West
Kootenay Boundary Regional Hospital
District board meeting, Councillor Moss
was appointed to the executive as the
representative for Arrow Lakes, Slocan,
Castlegar and Nakusp.
• Council received two suggestions
for resolutions. The first, from New
Denver resident Norbert Duerichen,
calls upon all telecommunications
companies and public utilities operating
in New Denver to cease the build-out
of 5G wireless infrastructure until such
technologies have been proven safe
to human health and the environment
through independent research and
testing. The second, from the Canadian
Union of Postal Workers, supports the
addition of postal banking at Canada
Post. Council did not act on these
requests.
• Environment and Climate
Change Canada is seeking comments
on changes to the Species at Risk Act.
Four of the 17 species proposed as
new or revised listings are found in the
Kootenays: Columbia Quilwort (found
near Castlegar); Dwarf Hesperochiron
(a perennial plant found in a small area
of southeastern BC); Hairy Paintbrush
(an annual plant known from a single
site between Salmo and Castlegar);
Cryptic Paw Lichen (a lichen found
in moist, old growth forests at lower
elevations in BC). Comments are being
accepted until May 7.

submitted
It’s happening, folks! Goat
Mountain School Society (GMSS)
has transitioned into Goat Mountain
Kids Society (GMKS), formed at the
AGM on December 3, 2019. We are
grateful to GMSS for endowing their
society over to this new initiative, from
a school to a new and much needed
childcare centre. The new society holds
similar beliefs in nurturing children.
Having formed a new constitution
as a new society, the purpose of the
GMKS is to develop and oversee
programs, to hire Early Childhood
Educators and other staff, and manage

policy and operations for the new
childcare and after-school centre for
children ages 0–12. The centre is
scheduled to open this September.
There will be 16 full time 0–5 year old
spaces available at the new childcare
centre and the Before and After-School
program will have 24 additional
childcare spaces.
We are also deeply thankful to
School District 10 (Arrow Lakes) for
having the vision to address the child
care crisis in the New Denver area,
and applying for and receiving funding
from the Ministry of Children and
Family Development’s New Spaces

Fund and from Columbia Basin Trust’s
Child Care Capital Grant Fund. These
two grants will finance the renovations
and furnishings to create two currently
underutilized classrooms at Lucerne
School and the adjacent hallways and
entranceways as well as create an
accessible entrance and outside play
area. Presently, SD10 has employed an
architect with a wealth of experience in
designing Child Care Centres and the
project is right on schedule.
We are seeking members to join
the society for a fee of $2. Members
can sit on committees and have a
voting hand at the AGM. They will be
called on from time to time to help with
events. The funding and grant money
is exclusive to the capital project
renovations and set up furnishing of
the centre. The GMKS will continually
seek alternative funding for other
specific needs for the centre. We are a
non-profit, charitable society and any
donations will receive a charitable
donation receipt for tax purposes. More
information regarding registration will
follow before spring. If you have any
questions, comments or queries, feel
free to contact anyone on the board.
Strategically, the process of
bringing this childcare centre to fruition
is underway, with the GMKS Board of
Directors working hard to fulfill the
necessary planning and operational
duties. The new GMKS Board consists
of the following people: Directors
Chelsea Lada, Richelle Johnston, Jess
Rayner, and Audray Wright; Recording
Secretary Nyree Caton; Corresponding
Secretary Jess Bernhof; Treasurer
Michael Mclellan; Vice President
Nick Graves and President Valerie
Piercey-Wilson.

Goat Mountain School legacy lives on in childcare centre
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza.
250-353-2282.
NOTICE – CHANGE OF VENUE! The
Slocan Lake Garden Society AGM on
February 23, from 2 to 4 pm, has moved
to the LIFT at 324 Alpha St. (the former
United Church) in Silverton.
COME SING WITH US! Vallican Whole
Community Choir, directed by Sharon Lang,
will be starting on Sunday, March 1! We are
a fun loving, inclusive group of singers and
welcome new members. You do not need
to read music or audition, just bring your
enthusiasm and commitment to our Sunday
sessions at the Vallican Whole. Audio files
and sheet music will be provided to help you
learn the songs. Sessions run from 4:00 to
6:00 pm, with breaks for Easter, Mother’s
Day & Victoria Day weekends. Cost is $85.
Mark your calendar – Sunday, June 21 is our
concert! For more information, call Sharon
at (250) 226-7191 or email currierod61@
yahoo.ca See you in March!
Business Classifieds
start at $10.00
Call 250-358-7218 for details

Lemon Creek
Lodge &
Campground

Year-round facility

1-877-970-8090

Your ad could
be here for only
$11.00 + GST

HAIR
RECYCLING

AUTOMOTIVE

1997 DODGE DAKOTA 4x4 standard
for sale - $2500 OBO. View at 1501 Hwy
23N, Nakusp. Call 250-265-3830 to arrange
viewing. Call or text 250-460-0474 for
more info.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

WHAT AN AMAZING OPPORTUNITY to
live your dream and own your own business.
Become the proud owner of the Valley Voice
and a quaint building on the main street of New
Denver. The newspaper business can provide
a modest living for you and your family, and
wonderful community connections. If you
are so inclined, we would love to show you
the ropes and stay as long or as little as you
need us. We have absolutely loved our life
as newspaper people! Give us a call at 250358-7218 for a chat, or email valleyvoice@
valleyvoice.ca. Yours, Dan & Jan.
THINKING OF STARTING, buying
or expanding your own business? If so,
Community Futures offers business loans,
counseling & training; and delivers the
Self Employment program in the Arrow
& Slocan Lakes area. For more info leave
a message at 265-3674 ext. 201 or email
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

Your ad
could be
here for
only $19.50
+ GST

COMING EVENTS

AVA’S
Hair Studio

Alongside Mountainberry

– By Appointment –

250-358-7199

Tuesday THRU Friday

358-7769

CLASSIFIED ADS

ARE YOU AN ASPIRING
ENTREPRENEUR? If so, call Community
Futures to learn about the free Business Plan
workshop open to anyone! And if you’re
eligible, you may also qualify for the SelfEmployment program where you will receive
ongoing business training and coaching and
usually financial support while you start your
business. To learn more call 265-3674 ext.
201 or email Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

COMING EVENTS

SQUARE DANCING! 5 piece band
‘Eldorado Hoedown’ and live caller
February 22, March 14, 6:30-9 pm at the
Bosun Hall in New Denver. Beginners are
welcome. Call 358-7158 for information.
JUSDANCE NAKUSP! Escape the cold and get
your dance on to World Fusion music. Every 2nd
Friday 7-9 pm (Feb. 14 and 28). The Old Firehall
upstairs. Nakusp, BC. $10 suggested donation.
www.facebook.com/groups/jusdancenakusp
TEXAS HOLD’EM TOURNAMENT
Saturday, February 8, 6:30 pm sharp at the
Slocan Valley Legion Branch 276, 502 Harold
St. Slocan. Tickets at Mountain Valley Station or
phone 250-355-2672 to reserve. $30 Buy-in. BC
Gaming rules will apply. The Legion welcomes
members & guests.

GRASSROOTS GRAMMAS present Cafe
Chocolat II at the Vallican Whole on Saturday,
February 29 from 7 to 10 pm. Support the
Stephen Lewis Foundation’s Grandmothers to
Grandmothers Campaign while socializing and
indulging your palate. Tickets for admission
and entertainment $10 from Grammas or
250-226-6876. Bring cheques or cash for
refreshments, treats and silent action.
SEEDY SATURDAY and Tool Share
Display in the Silverton Gallery, February
29, 10 am-1 pm. (or Silverton Memorial as
backup). Come and buy, sell or swap local
seeds. Vendors include: Saltspring Seeds,
Cherry Meadow Seeds, Sunshine Farm Seeds
and Naramata Seeds. Round table gardening
discussion, 10-11 am. A Healthy Community
Society event sponsored by the CBT. Contact:
jgreenlaw@netidea.com for info.
LACE AGM will be held on February 27 at 7
pm at the Bosun Hall. Please remember only
those with paid up memberships will be voting.
This is a public meeting and all are welcome.
NOTICE – CHANGE OF VENUE! The
Slocan Lake Garden Society AGM on
February 23, from 2-4 pm, has moved to the
LIFT at 324 Alpha St. (the former United
Church) in Silverton. All local gardeners

EDUCATION

Bikes, Skis,
Snowshoes
Sales and
Maintenance
• Guesthouse •

Call Shon
250-265-3332

shonsbs@gmail.com
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will be interested in this year’s guest speaker,
Genevieve Bergeron, sharing her knowledge
on, WATER CONSERVATION AND
XERISCAPING FOR THE KOOTENAYS.
As well, there will be an update on the
Kohan Garden, delicious refreshments and
a chance to renew your memberships ($5).
SILVERY SLOCAN HISTORICAL
SOCIETY is holding its Annual General
Meeting at the Knox Hall. Saturday
March 7 at 1 pm. Following a short
meeting, we will have a PowerPoint with
new photographs of the Denver Light &
Power Co. donated to the museum.
ALLENSONG leap year concert special
at the Slocan Valley Legion, 502 Harold
St., Slocan. Saturday, February 29, 7:30
pm. Doors open at 7 pm. Award winning
songwriter! $10 at the door. Finger food.
Bar will be open. The Legion welcomes
members & guests.
KINDERGARTEN OPEN HOUSE
at The Whole School, 5614 Highway 6,
Winlaw. Friday, February 28, 10 am-1 pm.
School tours, Kindergarten readiness info,
and admissions applications. Bring your
questions.

• BICYCLE

WE DO OIL CHANGES – We stock oil & filters
for most common vehicles! • NEW TIRE
SALES – Installs, Repairs & Changeovers •
GENERAL MAINTENANCE & REPAIR

STEEL TOE JOE’S
Automotive Repair
Joe Shaw

Owner & Journeyman Technician
3804 Pine Rd. Krestova, BC

778.454.0180

CLEANING

303-6th Avenue (Main St.), New Denver

stjautomotive@gmail.com

PHOTOGRAPHY
Open 1 pm to 4:30 pm Tues. to Sat.

Your ad could
be here for only
$11.00 + GST

TUES

Hand & Soul
Wellness Centre

202 Lake Avenue, Silverton

CHIROPRACTOR: Dr. Larry Zaleski

Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care
Silverton: Mondays & Friday afternoon – Winlaw & Nakusp on Alternating Wednesdays (plus every 4th Thursday
afternoon in Winlaw)

COUNSELLOR: Sue Mistretta, M.A.

19 years experience helping clients working with anxiety,
depression, grief, self esteem, health crisis, life transitions
or simply are feeling stuck or uninspired.

Offices in Silverton & Nelson

Call 250-358-2177 for appointments
Visit www.handandsoul.ca

Support the
Valley Voice
with a voluntary
subscription

Only $10-$30
Send Cheque or Money Order
to: Valley Voice, Box 70,
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

DAWN DEVLIN

Advanced Ortho-Bionomy Practioner
& Certified Reflexologist

20+ years experience
For Appointment in Nakusp call:
Phone: 250-265-1796 • www.dawndevlin.ca

Dr. Michael Brennan • Chiropractor
Over 10 years experience
Appointments can be scheduled by contacting
his Nelson office at 250-352-5135

Dr. Brennan comes to New Denver and Nakusp every week:
Slocan Community Health Centre on Tuesday Afternoons;
Arrow Lakes Hospital on Wednesday.
Offering Chiropractic, Concussion Management, Cold Laser Therapy,
Custom Orthotics, Auto Injury Care and many more services.

www.activebalancechiro.ca
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FOR RENT

THE SLOCAN VALLEY SENIORS’
HOUSING Society’s Passmore Lodge
in the Slocan Valley is accepting tenancy
applications for its disability suite. This suite
would be suitable for a single (or couple) of
low income who have physical disabilities
that would require apartment amenities
such as lower counters, wheelchair access
cooking facilities, and wider doorways and
wheelchair clearances. For more details,
please call Passmore Lodge at 250-2267136 or email lodge@svhousing.ca.

FOR SALE

AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING
CONTAINERS 20 ft. and 40 ft. sizes.
Kootenay Containers Sales & Rentals,
Castlegar. 250-365-3014.
WATKINS PRODUCTS, HAND
CRAFTS – Bertha Williams, #11 – 217
Zacks Rd. 250-265-9080.

HEALTH

SHADE TREE MASSAGE THERAPY
now taking new clients in Winlaw.
Restorative, palliative, relaxation,
mobile available. Call or e-mail Jessica
Coonen RMT for appt. 250-226-6887 or
shadetreemassagetherapy@fastmail.com

HOURS
9 AM - 9 PM

FREE YOGA WITH TYSON in Slocan:
Fridays 9:30-11 am * CBT Funded.
Intro Reflexology/Thai Massage $40.
sacredearthsomatics.com * 551-8505

HELP WANTED

PART-TIME MANAGER wanted for
Slocan Valley Chamber of Commerce.
The job entails general secretarial and
light bookkeeping duties, such as preparing
agendas, minutes, budgets; handling
correspondence and publicity; website
maintenance. The Manager attends
board meetings (usually monthly) and
takes direction from the board. The ideal
candidate has excellent organizational
skills, verbal and written communication
skills, and office/computer skills (including
website maintenance know-how), and
enjoys working independently with
direction from a board of directors. They
will be keen to take the initiative on special
projects, and have an interest in business
and economic development in the Slocan
Valley. Please send resume and cover letter
by Saturday, February 29 at 4 pm to: Slocan
District Chamber of Commerce, Box 448,
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0 or email to:
chamber@slocanlake.com.

CLASSIFIED ADS

FULL-TIME REPORTER/
PHOTOGRAPHER WANTED at the
Valley Voice to cover primarily the news of
Nakusp and Kaslo. The job entails writing
all types of community news stories,
and includes covering council meetings,
school board meetings, court hearings
and community events. We are looking
for a self-starter with a desire to live in
the rural West Kootenay region, and who
is committed to writing informative and
accurate articles in a clear and engaging
style. Journalism degree/diploma and/or
experience required. Email cover letter
and resume by March 6 to valleyvoice@
valleyvoice.ca.

NOTICES

NEW DENVER RESIDENTS,
1940s-1950s! Developing an independent
documentary film about the New Denver
Japanese-Canadian internment village.
People who were at the village between
1946-1955 or knew Dr. Stuart Cooper
Robinson at TB Sanatorium please contact
Eiko Brown at eikobrown.asp@gmail.com
RHYTHM OF LIFE: You can find the
path to love, wisdom, and spiritual freedom
by singing Hu every day. Singing Hu helps

us align with our own spiritual Rhythm of
Life. http://eckankarblog.org/sound-of-soul
ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS
a problem in your life? AA, NA and
AL-ANON (family) meetings can help.
For information on AA: in New Denver,
250-358-7158; Nakusp, 265-4216; Kaslo,
353-9617. For NA: New Denver, 358-7265.
For AL-ANON (family): New Denver, 250551-6540. Please, if you can’t get through,
try another number.
CARPENTER CREEK LAST
WISHES SOCIETY provides
information on preplanning for death
and advice for alternative funeral
arrangements. Ph: 250-777-1974. www.
carpentercreeklastwishessociety.ca
NELSON & AREA ELDER ABUSE
PREVENTION Resource Centre: 250-3526008 NelsonElderAbusePrevention@gmail.
com/ www.nelsonelderabuseprevention.ca.
Drop-in Wednesdays 12-2 pm, 719 Vernon
Street, Nelson. Nelson and District Seniors
Coordinating Society.
HAVE YOU OR SOMEONE YOU
KNOW been sexually assaulted and want
help? Call the Interior Crisis Line 24/7 at
1-888-353-CARE to discuss your options or

WANTED

MARK JEFFREYS, DAUGHTER
SEQUOIA, and Sequoia’s cat, Mouse
(who is, indeed, a fine mouser) are seeking a
place to rent from May through August this
summer. We’re flexible. Please drop me a
line at markjeffreys@yahoo.com or ring me
at (801) 910-1532. Thank you!

Next Valley Voice
Deadline:
February 21, 2020

Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

BIG DOG MUSIC

7 A.M. - 3 P.M.
11 A.M. - 3 P.M.

421 6th Ave, New Denver
250-307-0163

Bill Lander
REALTOR®
250-551-5652
bill@billlander.ca

I show all my listings!
Serving the Slocan Valley for the
16th year.
Offices in Nakusp, Nelson & Kaslo

New Market Foods
518 6th Ave • New Denver

250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290
email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca

DI’S ESTHETICS

Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area.
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm

Certified by the Province of BC to test drinking water

Gaia Tree Whole Foods

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

Community Market

– FULL SERVICE SALON –
Lash Extensions - $90 - Introductory price
manicures • pedicures • waxing & more
Lash lift & tint - $55

WINLAW • 250-226-7318

GIFTS

• All Organic Produce
• All Organic Grains

Mon-Sat 9-6
Sunday 10-4

REAL ESTATE WANTED

LOCAL RESIDENT LOOKING to
buy a home in New Denver area. Please
contact me if you are interested in selling.
250-687-0300.

119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0

• Guitars and Accessories • Musical
Instruments • Vintage Vinyl Records • New
Vinyl Records • Stereo Equipment - Turntables

Community Discount Day:
Last Friday of the month

PETS

NO SIT! Not your usual dog training class.
Find the AMAZING in your dog. www.
proudofmydog.ca

Next Valley Voice
Deadline:
January 11,
H. A. Benson Inc.
Your ad could
Chartered Professional Accountant
2019
be hereOpenfor
only
Thurs - Sun 226-0008 • WWW.RDCK.CA
$11.00 + GST

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

– Bulk Ordering –

The Valley Voice February 13, 2020
go directly to Arrow Lakes Hospital or your
local emergency room for confidential care.

AGRICULTURE

Downtown Winlaw • 250-226-7255

slocan city
trading

Ladies Fall/Winter
Fashion Sale!
Thursday – Saturday
10:30 am - 4:00 pm
Main Street, New Denver
250-358-2178

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30

Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

buy • sell • trade
guitars • cars • art • antiques
• musical instruments
250-355-2299
9 to 5
Repair and refinish guitars,
Kaslofurniture
Clothes etc.
Hanger
We buy guitars

Support the Valley Voice with
a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30

February 13, 2020 The Valley Voice
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Love is in the alpine air: A Valentine’s Day tribute to three Kootenay couples
by Randy Morse
In 1992, Gillian Maxwell was
persuaded by her friend, Robert
Wilson, to visit Kaslo. She came for
the very first Kaslo Jazz Festival,
and that’s where she met Richard
Kay. Subsequently, Richard invited
Gillian for tea in upper Kaslo. As
she trudged up the steep hill, a
friend commented, “Richard, any
woman who walks up this hill
means business.”

“It’s true,” he laughs.
Gillian and Richard became
a couple, and stayed in love with
Kaslo. A few years ago they decided
to cement a more permanent bond to
this neck of the woods, establishing
The Sentinel retreat centre.
“Kaslo is my soul place,”
explains Gillian. “It’s where I
always come and feel at peace…
There’s an energy in Kaslo you
don’t find anywhere else… There’s

Three long-term West Kootenay couples celebrate Valentine’s Day again this year.

nowhere like it.”
And on the subject of one
another, “I love Richard’s kindness
and big heart,” says Gillian. “She’s
there for me and others 100%,”
replies Richard.
Jan McMurray and Dan
Nicholson met at a workers’ co-op
conference on the West Coast, also
in 1992 – “practical proletarians
working for a better life,” Dan says,
laughingly. He was the publisher of
a co-op newspaper in Manitoba;
Jan wanted to start one in BC, so
decided “to pick Dan’s brain.” She
did that – and much more!
They became a couple. When
Jan became pregnant a year later,
they moved to New Denver, where
they put down roots, bought the
Valley Voice – and the rest is media
history!
“She’s amazing,” says Dan of
Jan. “I [also love] the awesome
opinions that come in to the
newspaper.” “And I love being
right in the centre of everything…
learning so much about the
community – oh, and I love Dan’s
laid-backness,” adds Jan with a
chuckle.
Paul van Deursen was working
in the U Vic theatre department
when he first cast eyes on a student,
Lynn. They ended up as good

friends sharing a house – romance
didn’t blossom until several years
later, in Vancouver.
“Lynn had a workplace injury.
I went over to visit her, and we just
kind of hooked up then,” says Paul.
“Yeah, we watched the movie, The
Postman Always Rings Twice”
(with its torrid love scene), adds
Lynn as both she and Paul laugh.
They eventually moved to
remote Meadow Creek with their
preschool kids. “We had two
young boys, living in the middle
of nowhere,” explains Lynn. “We
shared great pleasure in being
parents together.”
They moved to Kaslo in 2005,
a place they love for its sense of
community. And what about each
other?
“I love her compassion and
understanding – and that she loves
me,” says Paul of Lynn. “I love his
hands – and his capabilities,” adds
Lynn, to all-around laughter. When
asked for advice for the love-lorn,
she says, “Never give up on looking
for that someone who makes you
feel… that you are worthy of being
loved… and it’s reciprocal. You’ll
find it.”
Randy Morse is the host of
Kootenay Co-op Radio’s longrunning Radio Free Kaslo show,

broadcast every Friday at 11am.
You can listen to the podcast this
article is based on at www.rgmorse.
com/morse-code/.

CONSTRUCTION

Brian Madill & Kevin Erdos
Building and Renovations
Serving the West Kootenay

Phone: 250-355-0044
email: ValhallaFtF@outlook.com

CAFÉ & CRAFTS

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN
MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter
TimberFrame Homes
Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall
Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding
Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales
dave@maddentimber.com

250 265 1807

Crescent Bay
Construction Ltd.
Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation
Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431
• Email cresbay@telus.net

Tim Reilly

Suite 3, 622 Front St
Nelson, BC Vll 4B7
C: (250)551-6584
Licensed Residential Builder & General Contractor
Design • Project Management • Building Services
www.trctimberworks.com

HALL LUMBER
& BUILDING SUPPLIES
Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat
10 am to 5 pm
PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd.
Edgewood, BC

K&A

Wired by Alex

Electrical Contracting Ltd
Alex Joseph
250-358-7721

Kent & Arlene Yardcare Services
Housewatch • Free Estimates
358-2508 • 358-7785 • 505-8210
wyofonoff1@yahoo.ca

Indoor Garden
Supplies
Castlegar
250-304-2911

1730 Hwy 3, Selkirk Spring Building
dan@canadiangardensupply.com

• Registered Septic System
designer and installer •
• Ready Mix Concrete •
• Lock Blocks • Drain Rock •
• Road Crush • Sand & Gravel •
• Dump Trucks • Excavator •
• Crusher • Coloured Concrete •
• Site Preparation •
Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
Ph. 265-4615 • vieirac@telus.net

SOLID
PLAN

(250) 358-7922

skingcivil@hotmail.com
4619 Hwy 6, New Denver, BC V0G 1S1

Grow Your Own
Indoor & Outdoor Garden
Supplies, Knowledgeable Staff,
Winter Hours
Mon – Sat 10 am - 5 pm
November – February

Leaf Cabinetry

T: (250) 551-7127
E: joszef@airpost.net

Residential & commercial
cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC

250.226.7441

www.leafcabinetry.com

Renovations and
Maintenance Made Easy!

• Basic Renovations & Construction •
• Painting • Landscaping •
Hourly Rate, By Appointment Only
– Slocan Lake communities Only –
giles604@outlook.com

CONSTRUCTION
FOUNDATIONS • ROOFING • RENOVATIONS

Specializing in Timber Framing
Cell: 250-265-8503 Home: 250-265-2278
• BONDED Journeyman carpenter
• HPO Licenced Builder #42639

Tyler Paynton • 250.777.3654 • silverridgeearthsnow@hotmail.com

(250) 551-TIME (8463)

Jim Pownall
& Co.

DRAFTING AND DESIGN
S. KING, CET

mobile

www.manciaconstruction.ca

LOG & TIMBER
FRAME HOMES
Crane Service

New Denver • BC
250-358-2566
jpownall@telus.net
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Kootenay Adaptive Sports Association to deliver programs in Nakusp, Kamloops and Nanaimo
by Kathy Hartman
After the successful completion
of the Galena Trail Boardwalk project
in December, the Kootenay Adaptive
Sports Association (KASA) has been
awarded $242,067 in provincial funding
to provide We-Bike, Try-It and Gravity
Series programs from January to
December 2020 in Nakusp, Kamloops
and Naniamo.
The We-Bike program focuses
on teaching bike skills at elementary
schools, while the Try-It program gets
new riders out mountain biking on their
local trails. The Gravity Series is for
riders with physical disabilities, mainly
spinal cord injuries, and is aimed at
improving rider skill and confidence on
more difficult trails. KASA has partnered

with SilverStar and Sun Peaks – and
Riediger says more partnerships will be
announced in the coming months – to
make the Gravity Series happen this
summer.
Two managers and five job seekers
from Nakusp and area have been
hired, and a sixth will be hired in the
spring, to deliver the programs. The
provincial funding, provided through
WorkBC’s Community and Employer
Partnerships (CEP) program, will cover
the wages. The project will focus on
hiring Indigenous peoples, people with
disabilities, youth and multi-barriered
people and will give them experience in
community engagement, event planning,
marketing, bookkeeping, administration,
bike mechanics and coaching.

“Nakusp has given us so much
support over the last two years,” says
Mike Riediger, executive director of
KASA and Nakusp resident. “While
we strive towards greater inclusion in
the village and to increase tourism to
the area, a lot of what we do isn’t all
that visible to the public. Being able to
host a program like We-Bike gives us
the chance to give back in a meaningful
and visible way, to the community that
supports us.” KASA is also expanding
outside the Kootenays this year, bringing
the We-Bike and Try-It programs to
Kamloops and Nanaimo with the help
of its major bike sponsor, Marin Bikes.
“We found two locations in the
province – Kamloops and Nanaimo –
where we can bring bicycle training to
kids in school programs in partnership
with a local Marin dealer,” says Riediger.
“Organizations like KASA have
brought inclusion to the forefront and
are building a culture where people

with disabilities can more fully enjoy
their community,” said Katrine Conroy,
MLA for Kootenay West. “I’m proud
of the people in our region for making
the Kootenays more welcoming and
inclusive.”
KASA has deep roots in the West
Kootenay and is dedicated to barrier-free
adventure for all. The organization has
been promoting adaptive mountain biking
through trail building, and providing

submitted
Collaborative efforts have won
the day again.
LACE had just completed
the refinishing of the Bosun Hall
floor when they started on kitchen
upgrades. Replacing the aging stove
was the most logical place to begin.
A CBT grant was applied for and
awarded for the project. Then the
dishwasher failed. This called for
more decision making. Working with
New Denver council and staff, LACE
was able to revise the work plans
to purchase a new dishwasher and
modify the kitchen. The Donation
Store, with the aid of the volunteers,
patrons and donors, picked up the tab.
I n D e c e m b e r, t h e L A C E
newsletter was inserted in the Valley
Voice while the kitchen upgrades
were underway. We asked for your
support in the form of memberships
or donations. Now that the Donation
Store has reopened, we ask that

you consider filling out your form
and dropping it in the mail or at the
Donation Store.
The annual general meeting will

adaptive mountain bikes for riders who
cannot ride a standard mountain bike and
require adapted equipment to suit their
physical, intellectual, neurological and
sensory abilities.
Last summer, KASA hosted an
outdoor adventure camp in New Denver
and is planning to do so again this
summer. The camp will include adaptive
riding on the ‘Spine’ trail in Rosebery and
the trails at Mt. Abriel.

KASA has been promoting adaptive mountain biking through trail building, and providing adaptive
mountain bikes for riders who cannot ride a standard mountain bike.

Bosun Hall re-opens, LACE AGM to be held February 27

Instant refund
opens on Monday,
February 10th

106 Broadway Street
Nakusp
(250) 265 4051

be held at the Bosun Hall on February
27 at 7 pm. The public is welcome but
only those with a paid up membership
can vote. We hope to see you there!

LACE had just completed the refinishing of the Bosun Hall floor when they started on kitchen upgrades.

RCMP issue alert for missing man
submitted
The Slocan Lake RCMP is seeking
assistance in locating Douglas Morrison,
who was reported missing on January
22, 2020. Morrison is a 66-year-old
Caucasian. He was reported missing
from his residence in Slocan, BC, by a
neighbour who last saw him on or about
January 14, 2020. Searches have been
conducted in the area around Morrison’s
residence with the assistance of Nakusp
Search and Rescue but without results.
Morrison is described as about 5’9”,
approximately 141 lbs., slim build, hazel
eyes with balding grey hair.
Police and Douglas Morrison’s
family are very concerned for his well-

being. Anyone with any information is
asked to call the Slocan Lake RCMP
at 250-358-2222, 911, or anonymously
with Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477.

RCMP are asking the public’s assistance
in finding Douglas Morrison, who has been
missing since January 14.

