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Qat’muk and Jumbo to remain wild in Ktunaxa-led Indigenous Protected and Conserved Area
struggle by the Ktunaxa Nation and
many other groups to protect Qat’muk
and Jumbo, including court challenges
all the way to the Supreme Court of
Canada. But more importantly, today
is an important beginning as we
work towards developing a Ktunaxa
stewardship vision for an IPCA in the
Central Purcell mountains.”
According to the KNC press
release, the creation of the IPCA will
take several years of collaboration
between the KNC, the federal and
provincial governments, and other
parties. The boundaries of the IPCA
are expected to be finalized by the
end of 2020, but the KNC envisions
the area spanning about 70,000
hectares immediately north of the
Purcell Wilderness Conservancy
and encompassing the Jumbo Valley
and parts of adjacent watersheds.
Background information included
with the press release promises
“comprehensive community
engagement” with East and West
Kootenay communities in IPCA
planning.
The two overarching goals of the
IPCA are to protect biodiversity and
to support Ktunaxa cultural values,
the backgrounder says. The IPCA
contributes to Canada’s target to
conserve at least 17% of terrestrial
areas and inland water, and 10% of
coastal and marine areas by 2020.
“The Jumbo Glacier Mountain
Resort Municipality’s status will be
determined by the Province in the
future,” the backgrounder says. In a

statement issued by West Kootenay
EcoSociety Executive Director
Montana Burgess thanking everyone
for their efforts to keep Jumbo wild,
she said, “I’m proud that we took the
Province to court in 2012 arguing
that the creation of the Jumbo Glacier
Resort Municipality was unlawful
and unconstitutional, even though
we lost. We’re looking forward to
hearing that the municipality will be
dismantled.”
John Bergenske of Wildsight,
an environmental group that was at
the forefront of the fight against the

Jumbo Glacier Resort’s proposal for
a 5,500-bed ski resort in the Purcells,
said in a Wildsight press release:
“Today, we celebrate that after nearly
30 years, the voices of the Ktunaxa
people and the voices of the people
of the Kootenays and beyond have
finally been heard. Qat’muk and
the Jumbo Valley will stay wild
forever, protected and stewarded by
the Ktunaxa people to protect their
culture and for the benefit of all living
things, including the grizzly bears and
other wildlife that still roam freely in
the Purcell Mountains.”

Former Kootenay-Columbia MP
Wayne Stetski issued the following
statement: “This is an important
and historic step forward for both
the Ktunaxa and the advancement
of Indigenous protected areas in
Canada. I am very pleased that the
Liberal government federally, and
the NDP government provincially,
remain committed to what is a longstanding priority for me and for many
of the citizens of the Kootenays –
realizing the permanent protection of
Qat’muk in the near future under the
stewardship of the Ktunaxa Nation.”
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by Jan McMurray
The immense effort to keep
Jumbo wild has come to a wildly
happy conclusion. On January 18 at
a celebration in Cranbrook, Ktunaxa
Nation Council (KNC) Chair Kathryn
Teneese announced that Qat’muk, an
area in the Central Purcell mountains
that includes Jumbo Valley, will
become an Indigenous Protected
and Conserved Area (IPCA). It will
remain wild.
“The Jumbo Glacier Resort, a
source of great conflict for the last
30 years, will not be built now, or
ever,” says a press release issued by
the KNC.
All tenures and interests held
by Glacier Resorts Ltd. have been
bought out for $21 million – $16.1
million from the federal government’s
Canada Nature Fund and a total
of $5 million from the Columbia
Basin Trust, Patagonia, the Wyss
Foundation, Wilburforce Foundation
and Donner Canadian Foundation.
The agreements made with Glacier
Resorts Ltd. mean that “development
rights in the Jumbo Valley have been
fully and permanently extinguished,”
the KNC press release states.
“Qat’muk is the spiritual home
of the grizzly bear and of profound
importance to our Nation,” said
Teneese. “Grizzly bear spirit’s
home will become part of a larger
Indigenous Protected and Conserved
Area. So, today marks both an end
and a beginning. Finally, we have
achieved an end to 30 years of

Wildsight was one of many organizations to receive a plaque in appreciation of their work to keep Qat’muk wild at a January 18 celebration in
Cranbrook. L to R: Kathryn Teneese, chair of Ktunaxa Nation, Robyn Duncan, executive director of Wildsight, John Bergenske, conservation
director of Wildsight, Chief Alfred Joseph, Akisqnuk First Nation.
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Companies involved with local Willa and Max Mines breach BC Securities Act
by Jan McMurray
A former owner (MX Gold)
and the current owner (Cameo
Industries) of two local mines – the
Willa Mine near Silverton and the
Max Mine and Mill in Trout Lake
– have breached the BC Securities
Act. Both companies, with the same
man in a leadership role, disclosed
information publicly that was not
supported by appropriate scientific
or technical evidence.
Akash Patel, former MX Gold
vice president and former Cameo
Industries president and CEO, was
fined $20,000 as part of a settlement
agreement that was announced
in December 2019 in a press
release issued by the BC Securities
Commission. He must also take a
course and is prohibited for one year
from being a director or officer of any
reporting issuer and from engaging in
investor relations activities.
“It’s hardly even a wrist slap,
but maybe a lesson to be somewhat
skeptical and careful about junior
miner adventurism in our area,” said
Rick Tegeler, a member of the mines
committee of the Red Mountain
Road Association (RMRA).
MX Gold owned the two local
mining properties until January 2018,
when the BC Securities Commission
(BCSC) issued a Cease Trade Order
because the company failed to file
required records. Then in March
2019, a press release announces that
Cameo Cobalt had purchased the
two properties from MX Gold – with
Akash Patel as the CEO of Cobalt.
In April 2019, Cameo Cobalt
changed its name to Cameo
Industries. In May, the company
announced that as a result of a BCSC
investigation, Cameo Industries
was retracting a press release
“because the news release refers
to the results of a PEA on the Willa
Property which does not comply
with National Instrument 43-101.
The Company has not yet completed
a mineral resource estimate or PEA
on the property. In addition, the
news release inadvertently uses the

word ‘ore,’ which implies economic
viability and treats the quantities
as reserves; the Company does
not have any reserves on its Willa
deposit. The news release also was
not prepared, supervised or reviewed
by a qualified person. Readers should
not rely on any of the disclosure
in the news release.” Two months
later, the resignation of Akash Patel
as president, CEO and director of
Cameo Industries was announced.
“Hopefully now the word is
finally out that the Willa Mine has
no significant gold deposits and is
not financially viable,” said Paul
Gibbons, another member of the
RMRA mines committee. “In 125
years, no ore of any significance has
been processed from the site.”
The RMRA mines committee
has been around since the 1980s
and has seen a string of owners at
the Willa Mine, which is situated
near residences and residential water
sources on Red Mountain Road
south of Silverton. Gibbons says
BP and Treminco did some serious
exploration back in the 1980s but
found no ore worth processing. Since
then, there has been a succession of
junior mining companies.
“Every time one of these
companies comes along, we have
to talk to them about our water and
the environment and the dust and
the noise and all the implications
of having a potential mine there,”
Gibbons said. “They come in and
muck around and leave a mess. Then,
after their stock market shenanigans,
they just walk away and change their
name or file for bankruptcy. That’s
why we had to ask the ministry to
clean up the mess left at Willa.”
Last fall, the Ministry of Energy,
Mines and Petroleum Resources
finally did some reclamation work
at the Willa Mine after the RMRA
alerted the ministry to some serious
safety concerns. Gibbons says the
mine had been in a dangerous state
of neglect since MX Gold had
abandoned it in late 2016. Huge
rocks above the lower portal entrance

were very unstable, the security
screening was down, the bridge over
Aylwin Creek to the upper portal
was disintegrating and the slope was
severely eroded.
“Open portals and damaged
fencing are an invitation to curious
explorers, so we were really
concerned,” Gibbons said. “We’re
thankful that the ministry has gone
in and done a good job of mitigating
the immediate danger.”
The mitigation work was done
by local contractors. Gibbons says
his understanding is that the mining
company’s security deposit covered
some of the costs, with the ministry
picking up the shortfall.
“In all these years, with all these

proposals, local residents have had
to spend thousands of hours in order
to make sure that any mining at
the Willa would be done in a way
which would not harm their drinking
water and the lake, would guarantee
traffic safety, would protect their
economic investments in their homes
and infrastructures, and would not
impact the fresh air and peace and
quiet of the valley. In addition, over
these years the use of government
resources has been substantial, while
anything defined as ‘exploration’
qualifies as a tax credit for a mining
company,” Gibbons said.
Tegeler added that the RMRA
and mining committee fully support
mining “as long as it is done

correctly under the appropriate
ministry guidelines and parameters,
particularly keeping in mind domestic
and lake water quality issues. The real
question that needs addressing in
these cases is: Are these companies
serious miners with adequate
financial resources, or are they
stock manipulators masquerading as
mining companies?”
In October 2019, Cameo
Industries filed a technical report for
the MAX Mine and Mill that states
that re-opening the facility is viable,
and provides recommendations for
activities that would lead to the reopening of the mine and mill. The
company has not yet answered our
queries on their plans for the property.

submitted
In support of the January 25
Global Day of Action calling for No
War on Iran, approximately 80 people
who gathered at Castlegar United
Church urged all federal party leaders
to work to avoid a catastrophic war.
The attendees learned from
and were inspired by a variety of
exceptional speakers, the talks
interwoven with interfaith prayer
and harmonious singing led by a
Doukhobor choir.
Don Currie, a long-standing
member of the Canadian Peace
Congress and the West Kootenay
branch of the Southern Interior Peace
Coalition, addressed “the urgent
need for a Canadian foreign policy
of peace.”
“Another major war in the Middle
East can take human civilization to
the brink of world nuclear war in
which case there can be no winners,”
he said. “The role Canada must play
is de-escalation of tensions through
peace diplomacy.”
Lamenting that the government
of the USA declared it will not
withdraw its forces from Iraq by 2021
as it has been asked to do by the Iraq
Parliament, he said, “The Canadian
government must respect the request

of the Iraq parliament and… withdraw
all Canadian troops from Iraq and
wherever they may be in the Middle
East. Another Afghanistan experience
where Canadian armed forces were
engaged in a combat role from 2001
to 2014 should not be repeated again
in 2020.”
Referencing the recent history of
“Canadian Government complicity
in US and NATO-instigated wars of
regime-change,” he claimed, “NATO
is… a war business seeking to expand
the immensely profitable business of
war. Wherever NATO goes, nuclear
weapons go with it.”
Robert Macrae, instructor for
the Selkirk College Integrated
Environmental Planning Technology
Program, focused on the consequences
of government expenditures on
militarizing the economy at the
expense of the social needs of the
people and environment. Macrae said
that “in 2017, Justin Trudeau increased
Canada’s military budget by 70%.” He
provided vivid digital data confirming
global military expenditures far
outweigh most forms of combined
global spending towards social needs.
“Every time we choose to invest in
the military, we lose an opportunity
to invest in peace,” he said.

Hannah Hadikin of Canadian
Voice of Women for Peace spoke about
the heartbreaking impacts of wars and
conflict on women’s security. From her
personal experiences and discussions
with women during her travels and
residence in the Middle East, Hannah
underscored that sexual violence is
a tactic of war used on women and
girls, constituting a war crime. “Boys
and men are not excluded from such
horrific brutality,” she said.
Moving presentations were shared
by local Anglican church pastor
Reverend Elizabeth Huether and
a Kootenay Muslim Association
representative Amir Zeb, who recited
a prayer and spoke of personallywitnessed tragic accounts of children
working long days on the streets
in war-torn Afghanistan cities as
they attempted to reduce family
hunger and starvation following
war’s destruction of infrastructure
and people’s livelihoods; and JJ
Verigin, President of the Kootenay
Region Branch of the United Nations
Association in Canada, wrapped up
the event.
For more information, contact
Nadine at: nadia@netidea.com/250608-0773 or Antoinette at a1halber@
gmail.com.

submitted
Last month the Slocan Lake Arts
Council was all set to stage its annual
coffeehouse, when suddenly the heat
went out and the sprinkler head burst.
That took care of that. They’re a
determined bunch, and they weren’t
about to give up. Now they are hosting
this popular event at the Silverton
Memorial Hall on Saturday, February
15 at 7 pm. This year the conversation
will be even more interesting than
usual!
Heather Huether and Judy Maltz
will be performing together on cello
and piano, later joined by Sue Mistretta.
Hopefully, Shifting Winds will also be
gracing the stage, along with Patrick
McGovern and Friends, Rebecca Laity,
Fiddle-Dee Dee, Amelie Tremaine, a
prize-winning tap dancing routine by
Penelope Stuart, a tiny segment from
a vocal trio, poetry by Art Joyce, and a
chance to sing and dance all together.
This event will be emceed by Moe
Lyons (it’s her birthday!), previously

a mainstay in this role at the Vallican
Whole Community Centre.
The concession will be offering
a variety of culinary delights and

beverages.
Admission is by donation. This
event is a fundraiser for the Slocan
Lake Arts Council.

submitted
The Province of BC and its partners
are leading a review to ensure BC’s
trails remain sustainable for peoples’
outdoor enjoyment. In 2019, the
Provincial Trails Advisory Body, cochaired by the Ministry of Forests,
Lands, Natural Resource Operations
and Rural Development (Recreation
Sites and Trails BC) and the Outdoor
Recreation Council, began a process
to complete a formal review of the
trails strategy for BC. The intent of
the review is to ensure the continued
relevance and importance of the trail
strategy to First Nations, recreationists,
communities, tourism proponents and
the province as a whole.
This work includes engaging
with key stakeholders from across

the outdoor recreation sector and
government; gathering information and
feedback from a variety of trail users and
land managers throughout the province;
researching literature on the importance
and value of trails; identifying trends
in trail usage including challenges and
opportunities; and determining the
status of implementation of the trails
strategy’s 22 action items.
British Columbians are invited
to provide their opinions and ideas
about a provincial trails strategy by
participating in the engagement process
online. Feedback will be accepted until
Feb. 28, 2020, at 4 p.m.
To participate in the review
visit: https://engage.gov.bc.ca/
govtogetherbc/consultation/trailsstrategy-review/

Local people join Global Day of Action calling for No War on Iran

Slocan Lake Arts Council coffeehouse rescheduled for February 15
Province seeks input into trails strategy
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Twelve Indigenous youth arrested outside Mungall’s Victoria office
by Jan McMurray
Twelve Indigenous youth were
arrested just outside Michelle
Mungall’s office in Victoria in the
early morning of January 22, just

hours before she was shuffled out
of her post as Minister of Energy,
Mines and Petroleum Resources. The
youth, standing in solidarity with the
Wet’suwet’en, were protesting the

Coastal GasLink Pipeline project.
The youth arrived at the BC
government building on the morning
of January 21 and delivered a letter
to Minister Mungall asking her

The Fridays for Future Nelson group stood in solidarity with the Wet’suwet’en on January 10 and will continue to do so at their weekly strikes on
Fridays, 1-3 pm, in front of Nelson City Hall. A new non-profit, Kootenay People who support the Wet’suwet’en, are also joining the weekly protests.

North Kootenay Lake to shape its own economic future
submitted
Revitalizing the economy of
North Kootenay Lake is a top priority
in 2020. Recent challenges in forestry,
the changing landscape of agriculture,
the growth of remote working and
wide range of tourism opportunities
creates an exciting time for residents
of North Kootenay Lake to look ahead
together, and build a strategy to shape
the region’s future.
The Village of Kaslo and Regional
District of Central Kootenay Area D
are teaming up to develop a shared
vision for the region’s economy.
In the fall of 2019, Factor 5, an
award-winning social enterprise
designed to co-create sustainable
communities, was contracted to
support the development of an
economic development and marketing
strategy for North Kootenay Lake.
“Thanks to the financial support
of the Province of British Columbia
and the Columbia Basin Trust, we
have economic development experts
working closely with staff, volunteers
and local organizations to custom
design a strategy that drives prosperity
in the region,” said Kaslo Mayor
Suzan Hewat.
The North Kootenay Lake
Economic Development and
Marketing Strategy will be developed
over the course of 2020. “At the heart
of the strategy is constructive input
from local businesses, community
organizations and residents.
Throughout the process, we will be
looking for ways to involve everyone
in choosing the future and charting
the path forward for the region,” said
Aimee Watson, Area D director.
The first public event is an
Economic Development Open House
scheduled for Tuesday February
11, 2020 at 1 pm at the Village of
Kaslo Office. It will be hosted by
the Kaslo and Area D Economic
Development Commission (EDC),
in partnership with the Kaslo and
Area Chamber of Commerce.
“Businesses, residents and community
organizations are invited to connect

with economic development experts,
public officials and volunteers about
economic development priorities
and explore how they can be part of
shaping the region’s future,” said Jeff
Davie, treasurer of the Chamber of
Commerce and EDC commissioner.
Early priorities identified by the
commission include being proactive
in fostering sustainable growth,
developing key community features,
addressing workforce challenges,
building community capacity and

promoting self-reliance and vitality
across the region.
Following the open house in
February, there will be a series of
roundtables to pull together businesses
and stakeholders to discuss key
challenges and opportunities in some
of the region’s most important sectors.
To get involved in shaping the
region’s economic future, visit www.
northkootenaylake.ca or follow
social media at Facebook, Twitter or
Instagram.

by Jan McMurray
A small cabinet shuffle on
January 22 saw Nelson-Creston
MLA Michelle Mungall switch
portfolios with Bruce Ralston.
Mungall is now Minister of Jobs,
Economic Development and
Competitiveness while Ralston is
now Minister of Energy, Mines and
Petroleum Resources.
The only other change was that
Anne Kang was appointed Minister
of Citizens’ Services.
“I am looking forward to

building BC’s economic strength
even further while also bringing my
rural perspective to this important
role,” said Mungall.
A government press release says
that in her new post, Mungall will
continue to promote BC’s tech sector,
economic growth in communities
around the province and support
business competitiveness. She will
be responsible for trade, and engage
with industry associations and major
sectors on government’s approach to
quality economic growth.

MLA Mungall named new
Minister of Jobs, Economic
Development and Competiveness

Ministers Anne Kang, Michelle Mungall and Bruce Ralston with Premier Horgan on cabinet
shuffle day, January 22.

to do everything in her power to
make sure four demands from the
Wet’suwet’en Hereditary Chiefs
were met. The demands are: that
the Province cease construction
of the CGL project and suspend
permits; that the UN Declaration on
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
(UNDRIP) and the right to free,
prior and informed consent are
respected by the state and RCMP;
that the RCMP and associated
security and policing services be
withdrawn from Wet’suwet’en lands,
in agreement with the most recent
letter provided by the United Nations
Committee on the Elimination of
Racial Discrimination’s request;
that the provincial and federal
governments, RCMP and private
industry employed by CGL respect
Wet’suwet’en laws and governance
system, and refrain from using any
force to access Wet’suwet’en lands or
remove Wet’suwet’en people.
Police were called in at 11 am,
and, according to a Victoria Police

Department press release, spent 15
hours trying to resolve the situation
without arrests. “Despite numerous
efforts over 15 hours to resolve the
situation without arrests, officers
were requested to remove the
protesters by the building owner once
negotiations failed. Officers acted
under the lawful authority of the
Trespass Act to effect these arrests.”
The release goes on to say that
the arrests took four hours, as police
had to carry the protestors from
inside the building to police vehicles
waiting outside. It says police used
“the minimal amount of force” and
explained each step of the arrest
process to each protestor.
Police report that additional
protestors outside the building tried
to impede the arrests, and one of
these protestors outside was also
taken into custody. All protestors
were taken to the Victoria Police
Department cells. There were no
injuries and no charges have been
sworn, the release states.
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OPINION

Open letter to
MLA Katrine
Conroy re:
Wet’suwet’en

First I want you to know that
I voted for the NDP in the last BC
election, and now I am wondering if I
will ever do that again. I am dismayed
at the attitude Premier Horgan is
taking with the Wet’suwet’en, even
after BC signed the UN Declaration
on the Rights of Indigenous People
last November with much fanfare.
I am not the only one in my area
appalled at the situation and how
the BC government is dealing with
the issue of the pipeline through
Indigenous territory. I do not see
the principles I voted for in this BC
government.
I urge you to do whatever is in
your capability to stop the use of
militarized RCMP to resolve the
situation through force, but rather
through a negotiating table. The
Wet’suwet’en have the right to
have a say on what happens in their
Indigenous territory.
Mariah Grau
Silverton

Marilyn
Burgoon – an
inspiration

Marilyn Burgoon is gone.
I never met her, but I am
devastated. She was so much more
than a nice person, a good mother,
and a good grandmother.
When Executive Flight spilled
a truckload of jet fuel into Lemon
Creek, the company reacted with
not much more than, “Oops. Sorry.”
Government agencies weren’t much
better. Basically their reaction was,
“Oh. That’s unfortunate.” Fish
and songbirds were killed. Dozens
of people and their animals were
without water. Too bad.
Without water, there is no life.
Water, clean drinking water, should

be sacred. Should be protected.
It isn’t. Not in British Columbia.
If someone, anyone, pollutes,
contaminates, diverts or destroys
your source of drinking water, the
authorities give you sympathy, but
not much else. The Drinking Water
Protection Act has no teeth. It has no
sanctions. It is unenforceable.
When no one did anything
about the Lemon Creek fuel spill,
it was Marilyn Burgoon who, with
legal advice from Lilina Lysenko,
brought criminal charges against
both Executive Flight and the British
Columbia government. ONE woman
tackled not only a corporation but the
provincial government.
Her death is a huge loss for all of
us, including wildlife and vegetation.
The one way we can honour her
memory is to stand up and fight.
Fight for clean drinking water, intact
watersheds, and that most precious
carbon sink: our forests.
I will sorely miss your inspiration
and your courage, Marilyn. May
your indomitable spirit inspire all
of us.
Elsje de Boer
Fauquier

Open letter
to Minister of
Transportation
re: electric ferry
proposal for
Kootenay Lake

We see that you have changed
the date for full electric propulsion
to 2030 from 2040, but we still find
this completely unacceptable, in light
of the dire climate crisis we are now
in. How many thousands of tons of
GHG will be emitted by the diesel
motors between installation in 2022
and 2030?
We have such an opportunity
here to mitigate those emissions by
starting out as a fully electric ferry.
We have the technology now, and in
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fact at Corvus Energy, right here in
BC. Have our government marine
engineers taken the trouble to travel
to Norway to see the new electric
ferries in action (now for several
years) and talk with engineers there
about any problems? And as you
noted, they are using electric ferries
in Finland, Sweden and Ontario
already. We already have prototypes
to follow; we just need the will. BBC
News reports that operating costs of
electric ferries are one quarter of the
costs of diesel ferries, and electric
motors need minimal maintenance.
Yo u a l s o m e n t i o n d o i n g
‘incremental improvements’ and ‘a
long-term, systematic approach to
electrification.’ We do not have a
‘long-term’ anymore in which to act,
to mitigate the climate emergency.
And any expense imposed now for
electric ferries will pale in comparison
to the massive expenses we are going
to incur with the increasing extreme
weather events now occurring and
prognosticated to come. In fact,
the UN’s annual emissions report
released in November states that
we are on track for 3.2 degrees of
warming if we continue as we are,
and we will have an unlivable planet.
It states that the world is not doing

enough, that we must transition off
fossil fuels as fast as possible.
We hope you will reconsider
your configuration of this new vessel
to an 100% electric ferry, and use the
opportunity to have a prototype for
the other inland ferries.
Mary Donald
Nelson-Creston Green Party
Riding Association, Riondel

Honouring
Marilyn
Burgoon

With an aching warm heart, I
take a moment to honour Marilyn
Burgoon, who died on December
18, 2019.
Marilyn had the qualities of
an environmental Joan of Arc:
persistence, tenacity and a reverence
for nature. From her work in a
Montreal law office and her
subsequent apprenticeship as an
activist under Colleen McCrory of
the Valhalla Wilderness Society,
Marilyn had a sophisticated
appreciation for litigation as a sword
for social justice. Her belief in the
rule of law did not stop her from
blockading against the logging on
Perry Ridge. Her fidelity was both to
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the land, water and the community.
At the break of dawn, she and her
beloved, Barry, would cross-country
ski to the Vallican Whole School
to light the fireplaces in the depths
of winter. When Eva Orr lead a
renaissance of Sinixt presence in
Vallican, Marilyn recognized the
integrity of her movement, leading
to decades of alliance with Marilyn
James in the fight for Aboriginal
consultation rights. I have said many
times – I feel so honoured to have
worked for those women.
The Burgoons fought tirelessly
for the preservation of water
quality at McFayden Creek and
throughout Perry Ridge... ultimately
working with the Sinixt to obtain an
injunction against logging pending
the determination of Aboriginal
rights issues. When the 2013 fuel
spill tragically hit Lemon Creek,
Marilyn did not wait around for
the regulator to hold the assailants
responsible. Rather, she brought her
own private prosecution, which was
subsequently picked up by federal
prosecutors in proceedings against
the Province of British Columbia
and the private parties allegedly
responsible for the spill.
Marilyn was wise, effective and
oh so cool. She did not wear her
environmental activism as a form of
community membership, personal
identity or social status. She was
in it for the cause and she had no
patience for ego-driven activism.
Marilyn was the real thing... a real
example of what it takes to discharge
one’s responsibility to the land and
to future generations. I will miss
her dearly.
David Aaron
Nelson
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TFSAs – a
ridiculous plan

It’s tax time again, and as we
all know every government since
Adam and Eve has promised their
charges that they would establish a
‘fair’ taxing system. In Canada we
largely tax labour, either by taxing
workers directly, or by taxing goods
and services provided by labour. So
we really do ‘double down’ on taxing
workers. We all know that people
with a lot of money manage to make
much more money, not by working
themselves, but by manipulating
those of us who are short on funds,
and need to work to survive.
The Harper government came
up with a grand scheme to make
taxes fairer for everyone by allowing
people to put some of their money
in a Tax Free Savings Account.
The money in that account, and any
profits derived from investing that
money, would remain untaxable.
So we were all allowed to put aside
$5,000 per tax year... that made it
fair, right? Now I know that there are
many who can easily afford to save
$5,000 per year, but I also know that
there are a few who simply cannot
afford to do so. The TFSA works
great for those who can afford it.
Currently anyone who has been
paying taxes for the last 14 years is
allowed to put away up to $70,000.
N o w i f , s a y, 2 0 m i l l i o n
Canadians did so, there would be,
and could be, a pool of one trillion,
four hundred billion dollars available
for investment in this country that
wouldn’t earn a dime in tax revenue
for Canada. That is assuming that
all the investments were flat and
did not grow over the last 14 years,
which seems to me to be a highly
unlikely assumption. The Tories
tried to double the TFSA amount to
$10,000, but that failed to win them
the election, and the Liberals wisely
stuck with the original $5,000.
Now the Liberals are raising the
TFSA limit to $5,500.
So the people who work and
produce something can pay taxes
through the nose for earning their
money by doing so, and investors can
sit on their arses infinitely making
money, and never pay any tax on
their investment gains.
TFSAs might be good for some,
but they are crippling our government
when it comes to taxing investment
gains, and forcing us to go in debt to
provide the services that Canadians
need. This is a ridiculous plan, and
the longer it continues, the worse it
will get.
Rod Retzlaff
Glade

War drums
beating

Am I the only one tired of the
beating war drums south of our
border?
With almost three million
personnel, 4,800 defence sites on

seven continents and an annual
budget of more than $700 billion, the
US military is considered the world’s
premier fighting force.
The United States Armed Forces
are the military forces of the USA,
consisting of the army, marine corps,
navy, air force, space force and coast
guard.
The US Department of Defence
is the largest employer in the world.
The US military has spent a trillion
dollars in the last 18 years with the
war in Afghanistan.
There have been 1,624 people
killed in mass shootings in the USA
in the last 1,870 days.
Data from the gun violence
archive reveals there is a mass
shooting – defined as four or more
people shot in one incident, not
including the shooter – nine out
of every 10 days on average (The
Guardian reports).
When so much of your people
and economy is tied up with the
military, it’s no wonder the USA
needs perpetual wars. The USA has
turned into a strange, hair-raising
place indeed. Their footprint on the
world cannot be ignored. They have
the largest economy. Half the printed
money in the world is US dollars.
Not content with controlling the
air, land and sea, President Trump has
now created a space force. Outer space
will soon be weaponized. The purpose
of the space force is to protect the
interests of the United States in space,
deter aggression in, from, and to
space, and conduct space operations.
The world is a little small for this
overdone aggression. As temperatures
rise, people become more violent.
I don’t see the future as friendly.
Eventually, there will be a screw-up of
epic proportions. There have already
been many close calls with potential
nuclear devastation.
Sadly, you rarely hear of
disarming nukes. It’s this huge, ugly,
TRUMPeting elephant in the room.
Iran is now headstrong into starting
a nuclear weapons program after the
US government had General Qassem
Soleimani killed in an airstrike. The
world is a lot less safer now as the
Middle East is a tinder box of religion,
oil and hatred.
I wonder if this experiment of
eight billion humans will survive the
21st century. If real steps are not taken
to nullify these atrocious weapons,
the mental costs alone are already
crushing young minds with cold
fear and anxiety. When the future is
looking this bleak, people crumble
mentally and our military culture
almost makes sure we will fail. Instead
of those who live by the sword, die by
the sword, a modern update could be:
Those who live by the Bomb will die
by the Bomb. Is it going to be ashes,
ashes all fall down; or can our human
spirit find a way out of this horrifying
mess?
Thanks America!
Nick Chatten
Crescent Valley

Vaccination
vs. natural
immunity

What we really learn from the
tragic Samoa measles outbreak
is that poverty and malnutrition
kill the young and vulnerable in
outbreaks of infectious diseases.
Lack of nourishing food, clean water,
sanitation and lack of appropriate
medical care are reasons why
malnourished children living in
squalid conditions die.
Here in the western world, we
cleaned up the societal conditions
that spawned infectious diseases over
100 years ago. Vast improvements
in the standard of living were the
essential factors that caused the sharp
declines in mortality, NOT vaccines.
I remember having measles
when I was about five – feeling
delirious and out of body with high
fever – my granny placing cool wet
cloths on my forehead to help soothe
my hot forehead. It was 1947, just
after the war and we were refugees
waiting to come to Canada. Staying
warm in bed, drinking lots of fluids,
drifting in and out of sleep under
granny’s watchful eye, within a week
the big sickness was over. Now that
I’m an old ‘granny,’ I want to offer
some perspective on measles and
the mass hysteria that breaks out
every time a few cases pop up here
and there.
I am a witness to the paradigm shift
in medicine and health history – the
capture of a once seemingly rational,
mostly intelligent, compassionate,
even intuitive medical profession,
by a ruthless global pharmaceutical
industry that now dominates
medical science and societies,
medical journals, government health
regulators, all mainstream and mass
communications media. Its draconian
censorship of the discussion about
vaccine safety is Orwellian – exceeds
even the mass mind propaganda
tools used by authoritarian regimes
against any elements that threatened
the entrenched belief system.
In this context, measles is so
important to understand because
before the vaccine was created,
doctors, public health departments
viewed measles as a “self-limiting
infection of short duration, moderate
severity, and low fatality.” (quote
from Alexander Langmuir, MD,
known as the father of infectious
disease epidemiology.) No one
feared measles. Langmuir admitted
that the measles vaccine was created
“because it could be done, not
because it was needed.”
I watched my older children
sail through measles in the 1960s
without worry because everyone
was immune. We all knew measles
as a mild childhood illness that
was usually over in a week or so
and resulted in lifelong immunity.
Parents and doctors understood that
the LEAST risky time for measles is
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between age four and puberty and by
15 most were immune.
Babies rarely got measles as
they were well protected in their first
12-18 months because their mothers
were naturally immune, and able
to bestow strong cross-placental
immunity on their infants. Breastfed
babies had the extra advantage
of receiving specific protective
antibodies through the living immune
system of their mother’s milk. Today
infants are once again vulnerable to
measles because their vaccinated
mothers can no longer protect them
as effectively.
Vaccine immunity wanes over
time. No one is protected for life.
Five decades of mass vaccination
with measles vaccines has dismantled
the long-lasting broad-based societal
immunity previously taken for
granted by all. Recurring outbreaks
of measles in fully vaccinated
populations proved long ago that
vaccine-derived immunity is fragile
and unreliable.
As the older, naturally immune
population dies off, an increasingly
vulnerable vaccinated population
is predicted. No matter how many
vaccine boosters one gets, the
artificially boosted vaccine immunity
quickly wanes within a few weeks
or months.
In a moment of collective
confession at the global Vaccine
Safety Summit in December, doctors
and scientists admitted there’s a
big problem with vaccine safety
science. It’s weak. The studies
are “underpowered,” there’s the
“tyranny of small numbers,” and
concern about “relatively small
sample sizes.” Most worrisome is
“a very wobbly health professional
‘front line’ that is starting to question
vaccines and the safety of vaccines.”
Dare we hope these confessions
signal a move toward new and honest
vaccine safety science and open
dialogue with the Vaccine Injury
Community?
Edda West
Winlaw

Fridays for
Future Nelson
stand with the
Wet’suwet’en

We the organizers of Fridays For
Future Nelson support the actions
taken by Indigenous Climate Action
in peacefully occupying the Ministry
of Energy, Mines, and Petroleum
Resources on January 21 and 22 in
Victoria.
We learned this morning that
police raided the ministry during the
early hours of January 22, removing
and arresting the Indigenous youth.
As young people and as allies to
the Wet’suwet’en land protectors and
Indigenous Climate Action, we stand
in solidarity with those who are feeling
firsthand the colonial oppression of the
BC and Canadian governments. As

Nelsonites, and as white kids, we have
the privilege of exercising our freedom
of assembly without concern for police
violence. But no such privileges exist
for our brothers and sisters in the
Indigenous community. For them,
peaceful blockades have been met with
militarized police exercising extreme
prejudice.
It is racist.
It is racist because John Horgan
and Justin Trudeau’s governments
fail in their chartered duty to consult
meaningfully with the Wet’suwet’en
over activity in their unceded lands.
The BC premier justifies the RCMP
occupation of Wet’suwet’en lands as
the “rule of law.” But whose law? It
is Canadian law, which by all justice
has no jurisdiction over Wet’suwet’en
unceded lands. Is law truly justice
when peaceful protesters, on their
own land, are threatened with heavily
armed RCMP aggression? We believe
that injustice anywhere is a threat to
justice everywhere.
We support these acts of peaceful
civil disobedience because, in Greta’s
words, “our house is on fire.” The
climate crisis demands we halt fossil
fuel developments like Coastal
GasLink and rapidly move to a zeroemissions economy. Currently, the
BC government has yet to tell us
how they plan to fully meet even
their weak targets of a 40% reduction
by 2030 and 80% by 2040. These
targets must be upgraded to keep
global warming below 1.5°C. Trying
to continue to subsidize and expand
our LNG industry and have a hope to
reduce emissions fast enough is the
wrong game to be playing. Our group
supports a pledge for zero emissions
by 2025, and an immediate ban on
fracking.
If we want true reconciliation
with Indigenous people, and safety
for our shared future on earth, we
must support the Wet’suwet’en land
defenders in their peaceful movement
for liberation.
Finally, we cannot avoid discussing
the reality that our own MLA in
Nelson-Creston shares responsibility
for the atrocities committed against the
land defenders. As Minister of Energy,
Mines, and Petroleum Resources,
Michelle Mungall had direct influence
over this file until she was shuffled
out to a new ministry on Wednesday,
mere hours after the arrests at her
office. Mungall should have joined
the Indigenous youth occupying her
hallway. Instead, they were raided
and arrested by armed police in the
dead of night.
Instead, we as her constituents
feel ashamed and grief stricken,
knowing that our MLA is responsible
for the practices of environmental
destruction and colonialism that we
are fighting so hard to change. This
statement is not an attack on Michelle
Mungall, nor on any particular party or
government. Successive governments
have failed and failed Indigenous
people since before confederation.
continued on page 6
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continued from page 5
We are all to blame for these failings,
and are called to make this world
right. We call on the City of Nelson,
the Province of British Columbia,
and the Government of Canada to
respect the rule of Wet’suwet’en law
by doing everything in their powers
to stop Costal GasLink and to shift
society to a sustainable economy. To
truly, and meaningfully implement
the UN Rights of Indigenous people
in everlasting law.
This is a call for every political
party, individual, community
organization, business, cooperative,
and corporation to respect the land we
live on, and the Indigenous Nations
who have never surrendered.
For these reasons, Fridays for
Future Nelson will, from now on,
be including solidarity with the
Wet’suwet’en and an end to the
violence against them as a message
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Wary loners, with a 500 sq. km territory.
Largest (av. 14 kg) of the weasel family.
Snow-dependent, with plate-sized furry
paws that act like snowshoes and thick,
dark, oily fur that is frost-resistant. Primarily
scavengers of large mammal carrion, they
cache remains in snow or soil. Den in deep
snow, digging down 2.5 metres to provide
warmth for kits born in Feb./March.
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at our continuing weekly strikes (now
in our 26th week). We call on you, the
reader, to join us every Friday 1-3 pm
in front of Nelson City Hall.
Fridays For Future Nelson

Are BC’s trees
going the way of
Newfoundland’s
cod?

In 1992, Canada’s fisheries minister,
John Crosbie, reasoned with struggling
fishermen that he “didn’t take the fish
from the goddamn water, so don’t go
abusing me.” Today in BC, the forestry
minister is under similar attack; his party
is taking the fall from unions, workers and
industry for decades of overharvesting,
uplifts, inflated annual cuts, automation,
and the overall mismanagement of our
greatest Crown asset.
Are BC’s trees going the way of
Newfoundland’s cod? As we mourn
one controversial political leader we
cannot help but recall the moratorium of
1992 and make comparisons to a similar
natural resource crisis, our forests. Read
any media from 2019 and it mentions
today’s crippled forestry industry.
In 1945 when the Sloan Report by
the chief justice of BC laid the policy
foundation for the Forest Act including
granting industry full access to our forests
through tenure to ensure the taxpayers of
BC a “perpetual supply of raw material
for forest industries, with consequent
stability of industrial communities and
assurance of permanent payrolls,” it is
doubtful he had today’s depleted industry
scenario in mind.
In spite of warnings in the ’70s of
the ‘fall down’ effect precipitated by less
access to old growth, consistent declines
in the ’90s, 50,000 jobs lost in two
decades, the shutdown and curtailments
at over 125 mills, today’s industry
keeps plugging away, business as usual,
cutting down more trees, as quickly and
economically as they can hoping things
will ‘turn around.’ It is time to reform
the government policies supporting this
accelerated decline.
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While these ideas may seem radical
to some, to save the remnants of the
forestry industry we must first save the
forest, to save reduced jobs in forestry we
have to save trees, and to keep some mills
afloat we will have to shutter others. Our
forests have been permanently, radically
altered, now our forest industry must
follow. Anything within easy access and
of value on our great landscape has been
harvested. It’s time for a pause, especially
in parks, protected areas and community
watersheds where the true value in a tree
does not come from a 2x4.
This is not a partisan issue. Former
Liberal forest critics, MLAs and onemill town mayors need to stop finger
pointing at the current government; they
are suffering from amnesia if they believe
this crisis sprung up when the NDP
came to power in May 2017. Telling
the forestry policies of the NDP and the
Liberals apart isn’t easy, Green Party
MLA Adam Olsen says. “A lot of these
decisions are eerily similar.” If this is so,
then to achieve the outcomes BC voters
want including forests first, wildlife,
clean water, then mills and jobs, we will
need a monumental shift in ministry
policies, a ‘new’ forestry, focused on the
communities that rely on them for more
than just jobs
In a week that mourned the loss of
a politician who had to make the hard
decisions and place a moratorium on
the cod fishery to save the species and
salvage an industry, Premier Horgan
and his NDP Green coalition are
going to have to get offensive in their
forestry reforms. The NDP cannot
continue to play defensively, pitting
forestry workers against academics,
unions against environmentalists, local
governments against licensees and
industry. He must bring them together
to develop a ‘new’ forestry game. BC
must dramatically change how forestry
is managed and governed if it hopes to
reverse today’s troubling trends. It will be
essential to shift decision-making away
from the top five or six unaccountable
forestry corporations to regional
planning committees, local councils
that are accountable to First Nations,
communities and rural residents. Perhaps
Horgan needs to borrow a move from
John Crosbie’s play book before another
50,000 job are lost because there are no
trees to cut and pause the ‘logging like
there is no tomorrow,’ today!
It’s time for this province to make
a stand and take the offensive, no more
minor window dressing alterations to
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professional reliance and forest practices,
no more going back on new forest
policies like slash pile penalties. Let’s
take a play from another great Canadian
legend and leader, Wayne Gretzky. He
used to say: “Skate to where the puck is
going to be, not where it has been.” Let’s
focus on the future.
Taryn Skalbania
Peachland

Open letter to
Michelle Mungall,
MLAs and MPs
from Indigneous
Youth in Solidarity
with Wet’suwet’en

We, Indigenous youth, stand in
solidarity with Wet’suwet’en Nation in
defending their unceded territory from
Coastal GasLink.
We are Indigenous youth of
Nuuchahnulth, Tla’amin, Sto:lo,
Namgis, Heiltsuk, Lil’wat, Xwlemi,
Qayqayt, Lue Chogh Tue, Shishalh and
Sḵwx̱wú7mesh Nations occupying
Michelle Mungall’s political office to
encourage you to stand by Wet’suwet’en
Hereditary Chiefs representing all five
clans of the Wet’suwet’en Nation in
opposition to Coastal GasLink. Coastal
GasLink (CGL) has never obtained
free, prior, and informed consent to
operate within unceded Wet’suwet’en
territories. The decision from the
BC Supreme Court to extend CGL’s
injunction order is a criminalization of
Wet’suwet’en law and directly violates
their constitutionally protected rights
to occupy their own unceded lands,
as articulated in the United Nations
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples (UNDRIP).
CGL has enacted irreparable
violence upon Wet’suwet’en territories
through the destruction of archeological
sites, hunting areas, and traplines, as
well as brutalization of Indigenous land
defenders by RCMP exercising lethal
overwatch. The Wet’suwet’en and
supporters continue to peacefully observe
and respect ancestral laws that have
governed them since time immemorial
to protect their lands, waters, and climate
for future generations. British Columbia,
Canada, and the RCMP’s shameful
response, including assault rifles, military
level invasion, criminalization, and
unlawful injunctions is unconstitutional.
As Indigenous youth we stand with
Wet’suwet’en assertion of sovereignty
because we understand that Indigenous
peoples will cease to exist without our
land; our languages, cultures, and future
generations cannot survive without it.
Indigenous youth are not only inheriting
a climate crisis driven by fossil fuel
projects like CGL, but Canada’s
legacy of colonization, genocide, and
gendered violence against Indigenous
women, girls, and Two-Spirit people.
In protecting the lands from industrial
development, we are protecting our
bodies from violence.
As Minister of Energy, Mines and
Petroleum Resources, we urge you to be

responsible to our future and the future of
our traditional territories. 75% of global
mining companies are headquartered in
Canada. While the Canadian government
opens the door for multinational
corporations to capitalize upon
Indigenous lands, both internationally
and within Canada, it is Indigenous
youth who will suffer the consequences.
Multibillion dollar fossil fuel projects are
paid for with our lands, lives, and futures.
The Canadian government’s failure to
uphold Indigenous consent in the interest
of furthering CGL is a continuation of
Canada’s warfare against Indigenous
lands globally. Canadian politicians can
no longer perpetuate Canada’s shameful
status quo in relation to Indigenous
rights.
We call upon you to do all you can in
opposing CGL and the harm it will bring
to the people and the land. The Canadian
government’s narratives of reconciliation
and climate leadership become moot
while simultaneously using lethal force
to push a pipeline through Indigenous
lands against the collective will of the
hereditary leadership. Indigenous peoples
defending their lands from destruction
are not criminal or disposable. As
Indigenous youth, we urge you to uphold
Indigenous rights and Wet’suwet’en
law by advocating for the removal of
CGL and RCMP from Wet’suwet’en
territories. British Columbia has recently
commited to implement UNDRIP and
follow free, prior, and informed consent.
The world is watching to see how you
will respond.
Our demands as Indigenous youth
in solidarity with Wet’suwet’en are as
follows:
1. That you do everything within
your power as a Canadian politician to
ensure that the following demands of
Wet’suwet’en Hereditary Chiefs are met:
a) That the province cease
construction of the Coastal GasLink
Pipeline project and suspend permits.
b) That the UNDRIP and our right to
free, prior and informed consent (FPIC)
are respected by the state and RCMP.
c) That the RCMP and associated
security and policing services be
withdrawn from Wet’suwet’en lands,
in agreement with the most recent
letter provided by the United Nations
Committee on the Elimination of Racial
Discrimination’s (CERD) request.
d) That the provincial and federal
government, RCMP and private industry
employed by CGL respect our laws and
our governance system, and refrain from
using any force to access our lands or
remove our people
2. That the BC Premier and relevant
Ministers meet with Wet’suwet’en
Hereditary Chiefs to receive and adhere
to these demands.
Until Canada demonstrates
commitment to UNDRIP by meeting
the demands of Wet’suwet’en Hereditary
Chiefs, we will continue to occupy your
political offices. We will do everything
within our power to protect our future and
Wet’suwet’en lands from destruction. It’s
time for you to do the same.
Indigneous Youth in Solidarity
with Wet’suwet’en
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Kaslo council, January 14: Kaslo Racquet Club asks about renovations to the tennis courts
by Jan McMurray
• The North Kootenay Lake Arts
& Heritage Council presentation was
a reading by Rod Dunnett from A
Place in Time.
• A letter from the Kaslo Racquet
Club informs council that the club
would like to renovate the tennis
courts and expand the facility, and
asks council about the process to do
so. Staff will reply with advice on
how they may proceed, and the letter
was referred to the Public Trails and
Public Arts Committee for further
consideration.
• The Kaslo Climate Action Team
(KCAT) wrote to council to ask for a
designated stop for Ride Share pickup and drop-off, perhaps close to the
bus stop shelter, and for a designated
Carshare parking spot on the south
side of the Kemball Building. Staff

was asked to come back to council
with recommendations on the
requests.
• The CAO reported that Recycle
BC has contacted staff about the
Village’s Blue Bag Transition
Plan. The Village’s plan is to allow
residents to use their own containers
for their recycling, as the contractor
is flexible on the types of bins he
can deal with. However, Recycle BC
wants to see an option for residents
to be able to buy a standard bin from
the Village. Staff is working with
Recycle BC on this “to ensure that the
solution remains flexible for residents
and avoids additional taxation costs.”
• Council approved an expenditure
of $20,000 for the preparation of a
grant application for upgrades to the
water system. The money will be
spent on grant writing, costing and

design work.
• A letter from a couple who
resides on Front Street urges council
not to allow placement of a fire ring
at Moyie Beach, as it “may only
encourage late night partying at this
location.” The CAO told council that
this letter and all feedback from the
public will be taken into consideration
during the staff investigation into the
proposed fire ring locations.
• A letter from Anne Malik asks
council to engage with the Kootenay
Lake Partnership members during the
upcoming Official Community Plan
review, specifically on the sections
pertaining to Development Permit
Areas and the Lakefront Protection
Development Permit Area. The
letter will be kept on file for the OCP
process.
• The Fees & Charges Bylaw was

read three times. The fees have been
updated to keep up with inflation, but
Kemball Building office space rates
will remain the same as last year. In
future, council will be able to change
fees by resolution rather than a formal
bylaw amendment.
• The Village will be the applicant
for a Family Day grant on behalf of
Winter in the Forest.
• Ward Taylor was appointed as
a Village representative on the Kaslo
and Area D Economic Development
Commission.
• The CAO reported that the
heavy snow in January kept the
crew very busy, with many early
morning starts to keep on top of it.
The New Year’s storm and 10-hour
power outage caused problems with
the water system. Backup generator
power had to be restored and a

pressure relief valve had to be rebuilt
from parts the Village had in stock.
Council complimented the crew on
their snow removal work.
• An invitation from the RDCK
for the Village to participate in the
Regional Housing Needs Assessment
was referred to the Buildings, Village
Assets and Housing Committee.
• Council agreed to the RDCK
applying for a Community Emergency
Preparedness Fund grant on behalf of
the Village of Kaslo. If successful, the
grant funding will be managed by the
RDCK and will be used to continue
working on the Natural Hazard and
Risk Reduction Strategy for the
region. The grant would be used for
a flood risk assessment, mapping
and mitigation planning project. The
GIS data would be shared with the
Village.

submitted by Nicole Trigg, Kootenay
Conservation Program
Kaslo-based bat biologist Cori
Lausen is on a mission to protect
BC bats from white-nose syndrome
(WNS), a fungal disease that kills
bats in winter hibernation.
Since 2006, WNS has spread
from a single site in New York to 36
states and seven Canadian provinces.
Just this past spring, it appeared on
the east side of the Cascade Range
in Washington, nearing the US
Columbia Basin.
“The Columbia River is thought
to be a major thoroughfare for bat
migrations, which means WNS could
show up in the Kootenays pretty
quickly,” said Lausen.
Lausen is an associate
conservation scientist with Wildlife
Conservation Society Canada (WCS
Canada), which has an on-the-ground
project in the West Kootenays that
aims to bolster bat populations preWNS and set the stage for quicker
population recovery post-WNS.
The project began by evaluating bat
boxes as a tool for bat conservation.
What Lausen has discovered
is that while bat boxes offer an
alternative roosting site when bats
are evicted or barred from a building,
these structures can overheat in the
more frequent summer heat waves,
leading to direct mortalities and may
lower reproductive success.
“When it gets too hot, they can’t
move around like they could in a
building roost. They’re just sitting
ducks.”
For bat boxes to be effective,
Lausen is promoting the idea of
placing four or five of them in
different places on a property in
different levels of shade; and making
them bigger — bat condos instead
of boxes — to better imitate the
building roosts that bats find so
beneficial. Several bat condos have
already been built in the Creston
area.
The next phase of the project
involves rolling out a probiotic
spray that Lausen and partners have
been developing. In natural roosting
sites, bats come into contact with
microbes in the soil, some of which

can prevent the growth of the WNS
fungus. Bats roosting in bat boxes
and buildings made of plywood don’t
come into contact with these natural
anti-WNS microbes. A rock crevice
environment is imitated by spraying
a mixture of these soil microbes and
powdered clay into empty bat boxes.
When bats roost in the box, the
beneficial microbes become part of
their natural wing flora, which could
protect them from WNS.
“We’re doing this as a Robin
Hood effect to make sure more bats
get these good bacteria,” Lausen
said.
The prototype kit consists of a
spray can of air and a vial of clay
containing the probiotics. A field
pilot was done in Vancouver in
August 2018, but the project isn’t

at the distribution stage yet. When
it is, Lausen is hoping landowners
will help.
“If we can get landowners to
become citizen scientists and apply
the spray to their bat boxes, this
can help us save bats around the
province,” she said.
Bats are protected under the BC
Wildlife Act. Of the 16 confirmed
species of bats in BC, half are listed
as vulnerable or threatened. At
least 11 bat species are found in the
West Kootenays, which is a hub for
provincially significant maternity
roosts.
Lausen’s background in bat
biology and research is unparalleled.
With a PhD in bat landscape genetics
and roosting ecology and a MSc in
bat ecophysiology and behaviour

from the University of Calgary,
Lausen has captured over 15,000
bats and over 30 bat species. She
has been contracted to do bat-related
work for numerous Canadian and
US agencies, led dozens of batrelated scientific projects, authored
over 50 peer-reviewed articles and
government reports.
To bring people on-side, Lausen
likes to get across to landowners
how long-lived bats actually are
(they live 30 to 40 years) and how
beneficial they are to have around.
Bats are the primary predators of
night-flying insects and important
insect control for healthy ecosystems
and resource economies, including
forestry. Declines in bat populations
could negatively impact both aquatic
and terrestrial ecosystems, and

even result in economic losses and
increased pesticide use.
Her outlook on the future of
Kootenay bats in the face of the
imminent threat of white-nose
syndrome?
“Cautiously optimistic,” Lausen
said.
To learn more about BC’s
bats, visit the BC Community Bat
Program website bcbats.ca. For more
on Lausen’s bat program: wcsbats.ca,
Facebook @wcscanadabats, Twitter
@wcsbatscanada.

Kaslo biologist batty over bats

• Fresh Meat Cut Daily
• Fresh & Frozen Seafood
• Freezer Packs
• Deli Sandwiches to go
• Awesome Cheese Selection
• Fresh & Smoked Sausage
• Smoked Salmon
• Awesome Beef Jerky
• Custom Cutting
• Weekly Instore Specials
Kaslo-based bat biologist Cori Lausen is on a mission to protect BC bats from white-nose syndrome.
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New Denver council, January 14: Village to take the lead on affordable housing project
by Kathy Hartman
• The Village will submit an
application to Canada Mortgage
and Housing Corporation (CMHC)
for funding to assess the feasibility
of developing a minimum of 10
affordable housing units on Villageowned property, currently the site
of the recycling bins. The New
Denver and Area Housing Society
was originally going to apply for
the CMHC funding for the project,
but at a November 29 meeting
between council, society and BC
Housing reps, it was acknowledged
that having the Village take the
lead on the project may strengthen
funding applications. The society
has indicated a desire to continue

collaborating with the Village on
the project.
If the CMHC funding application
is successful, a feasibility assessment
will be done that will include a
business plan, financial analysis,
geotechnical and engineering
reports, appraisal and design. This
documentation is required for an
application for capital funding from
BC Housing.
• The process and timeline for the
Denver Siding boundary expansion
was presented by Jessica Rayner,
planning assistant. The extension
will include Denver Siding as well
as areas north and east of the village
currently serviced by village water.
Boundary extension planning began

VILLAGE OF
NEW DENVER
PUBLIC NOTICES

2020 UTILITY BILLINGS

Invoices for 2020 water and garbage charges have been mailed to
property owners. Payments can be made in person at the Village
Office (cash, cheque or debit) or through Kootenay Savings Credit
Union’s online banking.
Please note that a 5% penalty will be applied to all amounts that have
not been paid by February 18th, 2020. An additional 5% penalty will
be applied to all amounts that remain unpaid at October 1st, 2020.

DOG LICENCE RENEWAL REMINDER

Dog owners in the Village of New Denver are reminded that all dogs
residing in the Village of New Denver are required to have a current
dog licence, which can be obtained from the Village Office. In accordance with the Village of New Denver’s Animal Control Bylaw, there
is a $15.00 reduction in the licence fees, if the licence for the current
year is purchased prior to January 31st or within 30 days of the date
that the owner first comes into possession of the dog.

BUSINESS LICENCES

A current Business Licence is required for all commercial undertakings
of any kind within the Village of New Denver, including home-based
businesses, professional, personal or other services for the purpose
of gain or profit. Available for the first time this year is the Inter-Community Business License (ICBL). ICBL allows eligible businesses
to operate across participating communities without having to buy a
separate business licence for each community. For more information
or to obtain a business licence, please contact the Village Office.

CASUAL/ON CALL LABOURER

The Village of New Denver is currently accepting applications for a
Casual/On Call Labourer position. Duties include but are not limited
to: groundskeeping, facilities maintenance, and operation of small
tools and equipment.
Please submit a resume and cover letter to:
Village of New Denver,
Mail: P.O. Box 40, New Denver, B.C., V0G 1S0
Email: office@newdenver.ca
In person: 115 Slocan Avenue, New Denver
This position will remain posted until filled. All applicants are thanked
for their interest – only those selected for an interview will be contacted.

2020 BUDGET NOTICE

In accordance with Section 166 of the Community Charter, the Council
of the Village of New Denver invites public consultation in the preparation of the Village’s 2020 Five Year Financial Plan. Council welcomes
public input from residents of the Village with regards to items they
would like to see addressed in the budget.
To ensure Council’s consideration please submit your comments to
the Village of New Denver Municipal Office no later than 4:00 pm on
Friday, February 21, 2020.
115 Slocan Avenue · P.O. Box 40, New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
(250) 358-2316 · office@newdenver.ca · www.newdenver.ca

in 2019, along with design work for
water system upgrades. Staff now
anticipate the boundary extension
proposal to be completed by the end
of January, an open house in March,
electoral approval in autumn 2020,
and provincial approval in early
2021. Once provincial approval is in
place, Denver Siding water system
upgrades can be done by the Village.
• An application to the
Infrastructure Planning Grant
Program for $10,000 will be
submitted to continue planning
improvements to the water system.
The Village has been working with
Scott Wallace of TRUE Consulting
since October 2019 to develop a
digital water model to assess system
flows and pressures. The proposed
project will build on this work,
including the development of a unidirectional flushing program. The
total project cost is approximately
$20,000; the other $10,000 will
come from Village gas tax funds.
Developing a water master plan
and improving water pressure in the
Orchard were identified as priorities
in the 2019 annual report.
• A letter was received from
residents Art Joyce and Anne
Champagne asking council to
assist in convincing Telus and the
provincial government that New
Denver needs an upgrade to its
telephone land lines. Since just after
the extended power outage around
New Year’s, the land lines in the
neighbourhood where Art and Anne
live have been intermittently out
of service. They feel that land line
service is very important during
emergencies, as land lines can be
the only communication system
operating during a power failure.
They point out that cell phone service
was down for six hours during
the power outage, and gave three
examples of emergency situations
in their neighbourhood during the
outage where land line service was
essential to positive outcomes.
The CAO reported that staff has
been in contact with Telus and Telus
has indicated they are working on a
program to replace aging lines with

fibre optic. They have advised that
all fibre installation is currently on
hold for the winter but will resume
in the spring. Telus was not able to
provide a timeframe for this area.
Staff was still awaiting a response
from Telus Mobility concerning
cell service outages. Mayor Casley
said he attempted to directly contact
the engineer in charge of the New
Denver’s cell tower.
Councillor Moss will bring
the issue to the next Regional
District board meeting. As
telecommunication is an area of
federal jurisdiction, involving
senior levels of government may be
necessary.
• Council supported an
application for Community
Emergency Preparedness Fund –
Flood Risk Assessment, Mapping
and Mitigation Planning. The
application will be submitted by
the RDCK on behalf of the Village
of New Denver and several other
municipalities in the region. The
project will include a risk assessment
and mapping for Carpenter Creek,
which can be used to support future
applications for structural mitigation
work on the Carpenter Creek dikes.
• Mayor Casley has been
in contact with the Ministry of
Transportation to inquire about
improvements to the Hwy 6 and
31A intersection, such as removing
sightline impediments, improving
signage, and more crosswalks.
Casley also mentioned the hanging
trees along Hwy 6 between New
Denver and Silverton that were
not removed after the recent storm.
Currently the ministry is shorthanded
and does not have a designated area
manager but is aware of the issues.
• An application will be submitted
to the Young Canada Works (YCW)
federal wage subsidy program to hire
up to three summer students for the
Nikkei Internment Memorial Centre
2020 season. Eligible applicants
must be 15-30 years of age and must
be returning to full-time studies in
September.
• The New Denver and Area
Fire Department was designated a

‘full service’ department, allowing
members who have the required
training to enter buildings as part
of their response. Previously, no
service levels had been set and safety
levels were assessed at the scene. As
the Authority Having Jurisdiction
(AHJ), the Village of New Denver
is required to establish service levels
for fire department response.
• Council approved the
recommendation that the New
Denver and Area Fire Department’s
participation in the ATACC Group
Clinical Governance Fire and Rescue
Service program be referred to the
2020 budget process. The costs
associated with the program are
approximately $3,000 annually.
Because there is no active Search
and Rescue (SAR) group in the New
Denver area, the fire department can
provide road rescue and medical
response. To protect the Village
from liability, appropriate training
must be provided, records must be
kept and reviewed and governance
policies must be developed. The
ATACC Group offers training and
medical oversight for emergency
responders, with the aim of
improving pre-hospital medical
care for patients. Dr. Sparrow from
Nelson would provide medical
direction and clinical governance
for the department, reviewing patient
care reports and evaluating training
programs to ensure that risks are
adequately managed and responses
are appropriate.
•The annual report from
WildSafeBC (WSBC) New Denver,
Silverton, Nakusp, Areas H and K,
was received. The report states that
the region is still an area where fruit
trees abound and continue to be the
major attractant that draws wildlife
into residential areas. Bears, coyotes,
deer and now rats have all been
issues in areas where there is fruit.
Attractant mapping has identified
hotspots in the community where
more education and fruit gleaning
are needed. In particular, more
volunteers are needed to support
the programs. The report is on the
Village website.

by Jan McMurray
The Slocan Lake Arts Centre,
formerly the Silverton Gallery, is
temporarily closed due to problems
with the HVAC system, and a burst
sprinkler system pipe.
“We’re doing our best to get
the repairs done and re-open the
building as quickly as we can,” said
Mayor Jason Clarke. “The Slocan
Lake Arts Council is a huge asset to
us culturally and we want to see the
building open as soon as possible.”
The Slocan Lake Arts Council
(SLAC) has had to postpone a
coffee house they had scheduled
at the centre for January 17. The
problem with the HVAC system was
discovered about a week before the
coffee house, but SLAC members
brought heaters into the centre so
that the show could go on. On the
very morning of the planned coffee

house, however, the burst sprinkler
pipe was discovered.
“It’s never a good time for
gallons of water to be gushed all over
your building, but this truly was bad
timing,” said Mayor Clarke.
Venture M echanical, the
company that installed the new
HVAC system in 2018, was called in
as soon as the heating problem was
discovered, and have been “fantastic
to work with,” CAO Hillary Elliott
says. They have determined that the
HVAC problem was caused by the
New Year’s power outage, and have
ordered two parts. Once the parts
come in, testing will be done to see
if there is any further damage.
The pipe that burst was in the
room upstairs behind the stage.
Elliott says the room is not well
insulated and the heating system in
the room could be better designed.

The Village is looking into rectifying
this, as well.
Elliott says the Village has
estimated four weeks to get the
building re-opened, “but hopefully in
a couple of weeks we’ll have a better
idea of the timeframe.” The Village
will cover all the costs.
A longer term solution has been
discussed, Elliott says, to have a
back-up genset that can power the
Village block – the fire hall, arts
centre, Village office and shop. This
is part of a bigger plan for emergency
management in the village.
The building was closed in 2014
for four years while the Village and
SLAC secured funding for upgrades
needed to meet fire standards. It reopened on July 1, 2018 with a new
HVAC system and fire suppression
system. The total project cost was
$400,000.

Slocan Lake Arts Centre temporarily closed for repairs
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Slocan council, January 13: Springer Creek Campground to open May 1 this year
by Barbara Curry Mulcahy
• After much discussion,
council made five decisions
about the Springer Creek
Campground. The contract
with campground operators
Sandy Flynn and Sandy
Hetherington will be renewed
for 2020. The campground
will open on May 1 instead
of May 15. An additional
100 hours will be added to
the 2020 contract to cover
the earlier start. Fifty hours
also will be added to cover
extra staff time in July and
August, needed due to
the increasing number of
campers. At the operators’
request, Public Works will fill
the campground wood shed
prior to July 1 instead of at
the beginning of the season.
Council thanked staff for the
“great job” they had done
in creating a spreadsheet
comparing Springer Creek
campground fees and operator
remuneration to the rates
at 12 campgrounds in the
area. Decisions on whether
to upgrade electrical services
at the campground and add
a laundry and bear-proof
caches will be made after
council meets with CFO
Colin McClure to discuss the
2020 budget.
• A letter from Keith
Newberry asked if the Village
was applying for funding for
wired fibre optic networks
and services. He wrote that
wired networks and services
would be “more futureproof, more reliable, more
sustainable, more energy
efficient, safer, faster, more
secure, and safeguard our
health, privacy, and security.”
Mayor Lunn said the Village
needed to discuss the option
to lay fibre to individual

homes, that “right now
we don’t have a last mile
strategy,” that it is not clear
what the “rate structure will
be.” CAO Gordon said the
Village would meet with its
regional partners at the end of
January and the conversation
could begin then. Councillor
Pelletier suggested the Village
hire a consultant to advise on
the matter.
• Council agreed to
support, in principle, the Koots
Art Collective’s proposal to
apply to the CBT Public Art
2020 Program for a grant to
construct “magical” steel and
reinforced concrete sculptures
in a series to be placed
around the Kootenays. The
collective said if its proposal
is approved, it could help the
Village with writing grant
applications for a sculpture to
be placed in Slocan. Last year,
the Collective aided Meadow
Creek in this way and
installed their giant sculpture,
‘Harvest,’ on a property there.
Councillor Perriere suggested
the sculpture be located in
the campground. Councillor
Pelletier suggested the Rail
Trail terminus. During public
participation, council was
asked if it was “fair” to agree
to this proposal without
calling for proposals from
other artists. Mayor Lunn
explained that this was a
regional proposal for a series
of sculptures to be placed
in various communities
and would be promoted to
tourists by the Collective
with a printed and a virtual
geocached map. She said the
CBT had rejected Slocan’s
proposal for an art projects by
local artists because Slocan’s
proposed project was too
small. Lunn also said other

artists are welcome to make
their own proposals for
large-scale community-wide
projects.
• Annual reports on
building permits, transit sales,
and the Fitness Centre were
received for information.
Villagers were busy building
in 2019 – two permits were
issued for new homes, eight
for residential renovations,
two for demolitions, and one
permit was renewed. Business
owners also were busy—one
permit was issued for the new
building on Harold Street with
business spaces on the ground
floor and apartments above
and one permit was issued
for a garage demolition.
WE Graham Community
Service Society got a permit
to renovate its entrance and
bathroom. Construction for
2019 was valued at just under
$1 million. Revenues for bus
passes almost doubled last
year. Mayor Lunn noted that
the Fitness Centre had been
well used and 2019 revenues
were higher than they’d ever
been. CAO offered “a huge
thank-you to all the volunteers
operating this facility for us.”
Councillor Joel Pelletier asked
about the FortisBC charges
for the Wellness Centre –
over $6,000. Mayor Lunn
said it was “one of our assets
that uses a lot of energy.”
Councillor Madeleine Perriere
said that though the Wellness
Centre windows had been
improved, its roof and floor
were not well insulated. She
said an audit had shown that
“the birds on the roof are
nice and warm.” Pelletier
suggested the Village look
into further improvements.
• Council adopted two
bylaws. The Fees and Charges

Amendment Bylaw imposes
a 5% increase in water user
fees. The Inter-Community
Business Licence Bylaw will
enable Slocan to be part of
a Kootenay-wide program.
A $100 licence that local
businesses can get in addition
to the Village licence will
enable local mobile businesses
to do business in the other
communities without paying a
separate licencing fee in each
participating community.
• Council agreed to pay
for supplies for the Wellness
Centre Automated External
Defibrillator and directed staff
to prepare a service agreement
with the Slocan Community
Library, which has offered
to maintain the AED (change
batteries, etc.). The Legion
also will soon install an AED.
Village staff will ask Desiree
Profili, community paramedic,
to hold a workshop on how to
use the AED.
• Council expressed
support for an RDCK
application to the UBCM
Community Emergency
Preparedness Fund (CEPF) for
the next phase of the Regional
Natural Hazard and Risk
Reduction Strategy. Council
also authorized the RDCK to
manage grant funds received
for the project. The grant
application will be submitted
by the RDCK on behalf of the
Village of Slocan.
• The RDCK received full
funding of $150,000 from
UBCM and additional funding
from the City of Nelson for
a regional housing needs
assessment report. Slocan will
be one of the communities
to get an individual housing
needs assessment and an
energy poverty assessment as
part of the project.

submitted by Leonard Casley
and Colin Moss
It’s time for another update
on the Slocan Valley healthcare
scene.
As many of you probably
know by now, a contract was
signed in late September
2019 between our three local
physicians, the BC Ministry
of Health and Interior Health
Authority. This contract is for
1.5 years and is basically a
‘test model’ involving three
physicians working on a
rotational basis.
In addition to our long
serving Dr. Chuck Burkholder,
we’d like to officially welcome
Dr. Svet Gueordjev and Dr. Sean
Wachtel. We thank our Slocan
Valley community for the warm
welcome given to both new
physicians.
The new contract is the
result of three years of hard
work and long hours put in

by the physicians and many
community members. It is
basically a new model being
closely scrutinized by both the
Health Ministry and Interior
Health. If it’s successful, there
is a possibility that it could be
used as a model for other similar
sized communities and health
service catchment areas in BC.
In this era of health service
centralization, the fact that we
have managed to keep our 24/7
Emergency Department is no
small feat. It is something we
have all fought long and hard
to retain.
The success of the new
model will depend largely
on ‘new attachments’ – new
patients joining the practice. So
far, things appear to be going
well in that area but if we were to
have but one recommendation,
it would be that patients without
a physician consider registering
with the physicians at the Slocan

Community Health Centre.
It would also be our
advice that patients not use
the Emergency Department
just for the sake of it in the
hopes of getting the numbers
up. That could actually be
counterproductive, as the data
gathered would show a surge in
non-urgent cases.
It’s now up to you, the
community, to show that the
Slocan Valley needs the services
provided from our health centre
to at least remain the same,
and hopefully to expand and
improve.
Yes, you can book an
appointment with any of the
three physicians. Due to the
physician rotation aspect of
the new model, you may have
to wait a bit to see a specific
physician but most importantly,
you can have immediate and
continued access to basic
primary care – something that

many people in BC still do not
have.
In addition to three
physicians, we have Donna
Gibbons, our nurse practitioner
who also practices from the
Slocan Wellness Centre on
Thursdays.
It is our intent to hold a
community ‘meet and greet
the physicians’ on a Sunday
afternoon sometime soon.
Timing will depend on physician
rotations so keep an eye out for
ads, posters, Facebook news,
etc.
Once again, thank you all
for your continued support and
hard work.
Leonard Casley is the
mayor of New Denver and chair
of the Village of New Denver
Health Select Committee. Colin
Moss is a New Denver councilor
and chair of the Slocan Valley
Chamber of Commerce Health
Committee.

Slocan Community Health Centre update

• Council chose to act on
two of the 12 items received
for information. Council
expressed strong support for
the $10 a Day Child Care
Plan and directed staff to send
a letter to Katrine Conroy,
Minister of Children & Family
Development, and Katrina
Chen, Minister of State for
Childcare, to again “push”
for the plan. Council directed
that information on the Arrow
Slocan Tourism Association’s
Regional Branding Survey be
posted to the Village website
and social media pages,
and included in the Village
newsletter. The survey will be
open till February 10.
• During public

participation, Denise Dufault
asked that the Legion entrance
and parking areas be plowed
out for the Friday morning
Feldenkrais classes. CAO
Michelle Gordon said she
would speak to Public
Works. She explained that
main streets are plowed first
and if organizations have
a “main event” they can
request plowing. Mayor
Lunn said it has been “an
epic winter” with “so much
snow it’s ridiculous.” She said
it was tricky to get everything
plowed with only two guys.
Councillor Burly Van Bynen
said it was “awesome to see
them out there at 4 in the
morning.”

Toys, tools, cooking
appliances & more
at your friendly local
hardware store
Bird Seed
& Feeders

Fir wood pellets
$385/tonne

Stove Pipe, Stoves
Animal feed for
& Accessories
chickens, horses,
pigs, sheep, llama,
dogs, cats & more

BE flood prepared. Sump
pumps, hoses
Power outages – we light
up your life
Candle multi-packs, Oil lamps,
Battery operated lamps &
flashlights, generators

Snow shovels, safety salt, sleds for
kids and hauling fire wood
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WE Graham School announces Winter Family Carnival

submitted
The Grade 7/8 Outdoor
Education and Leadership class at
WE Graham Community School is
hosting a Winter Family Carnival
night on Thursday, February 20 from
4:30–7:30 pm. We will have exciting
games such as Chicken Poop Bingo,
Whack-a-Light, an inflatable boxing
ring, a dunk bucket, a Cake Walk
and more.
What better way to blow off those
dark winter cobwebs than to duke
it out with your family and friends

in the boxing ring. Or take your
chances on which square the chicken
will decide to do its business. Guess
correct and win cash. Play for prizes
from local businesses and to support
our class. There will be food served,
including burritos, baked goods, and
cotton candy at our concession.
All proceeds go toward our class
trip to Vancouver. We are going on an
educational and cultural adventure to
Vancouver in May. Hope to see you
there! For more information visit:
https://weg.sd8.bc.ca/.

Open Sun. 11-3 • 411 Kootenay St, Nelson

Gladys Cook

Gladys Cook passed away on
January 10 at the age of 102 in the
Pavilion, New Denver.
Gladys was born and raised
in Regina, Saskatchewan. She
worked at various jobs – in a
bakery, at Banff Springs Hotel, etc.
before getting her nursing degree.
She graduated as a Registered
Nurse in Vancouver and later
worked in the hospital in New
Denver.
Gladys loved to garden and
share her harvest and lovely
flowers. She also loved baking and was well-known with the children
for her gingerbread men, etc.
Gladys had seven siblings, of which two sisters are still alive –
Shirley Cardwell in Regina and Joan in Victoria.

WE Graham School in Slocan will be hosting a Winter Family Carnival on February 20 and welcomes everyone to participate.

Valley musician bands together with Food Bank

submitted
This holiday season Bill Hillary
filled your ears with music at the
Slocan Valley Co-op in support of
WE Graham Community Service
Society’s Slocan Valley Food
Cupboard. Hillary will continue this
three-year tradition of busking for
the Food Cupboard and welcomes
other musicians to join him next
season. In previous years he has
inspired other musicians to use their
craft to encourage donations to the
Food Bank. It is his hope that more
talented folks in the Slocan Valley
join in this joyous way of giving. He
welcomes musicians to join him next
year or invites them to start their own
at another location.

This year the Slocan Valley Food
Cupboard gave out over 80 Holiday
Hampers to families in need. The
hampers included food for holiday
lunch, dinner, warm beverages and
more. Children and youth in these
families also each received a gift. In
2019 the Food Bank served 1,036 food
bank lunches, 342 senior’s lunches, and

632 food hampers to Slocan Valley
residents. Bill Hillary and W.E. Graham
Community Service Society would like
to extend a big thanks to Slocan Valley
Co-op staff, management and directors
who so enthusiastically support this
fundraising initiative. And thank you
to all those who gave and volunteered
this year!

Bill Hillary used his musical talents to help raise donations for the Slocan Valley Food Cupboard
during the holiday season. Over 600 food hampers were given to Slocan Valley residents in need.
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The Langham features Bessie Wapp & Ellie Reynolds
submitted
The Langham’s Guest Artist
series is pleased to welcome Bessie
Wapp and Ellie Reynolds in an
evening of musical theatre titled On
the Other Hand, Saturday, February
8, 7 pm.

Join these accomplished
Kootenay performers for a theatrical
double-bill: two remarkable solo
performances that dwell at the nexus
of memoir and musical theatre.
The first performance is a brand
new play Matchmaker on the Roof,

written and performed by Ellie
Reynolds and directed by Bessie
Wapp. It’s a true tale of bold love,
border-crossing and the (re)discovery
of tradition, using themes and music
from the musical Fiddler on the Roof.
The second show features

Bessie Wapp and Ellie Reynolds will provide an evening of musical theatre titled ‘On the Other Hand’ at The Langham February 8.

Save-On Foods Nakusp drew the winner of its TV fundraiser for the Children’s Hospital, Marsha, shown here with staff. The cards show the
amount raised during December – $2,386 – all donated by local shoppers.

New Denver in need of
intermediate care facility

submitted
A recent series of community
meetings has brought to light the
need to develop an intermediate care
facility in the village of New Denver.
At present, there is a locally developed
independent care facility at Brouse
Lodge, a full-time care facility at the
Pavilion as well as improvements in
stay-at-home care. An intermediate
care facility allows residents to have
a modicum of independent living,
but at the same time, have help with
meals, medical care and the safety of
trained professionals on-site.
“What this village would benefit
from would be a facility that would
enable residents to transition between
these two types of care,” says longtime
local resident Jamie Barber, who is
seeking support for the idea.
The next step is to form a
committee to investigate funding
opportunities, real data on the need
for this type of care in our community
and the location of the facility if all the
other factors are positive. Meetings
with representatives of the New
Denver village council have indicated
that the committees would benefit
from members that represent a crosssection of the community.
“If you find this idea worthy of
some of your volunteer time and feel
you may have skills that would help
the committee, I would encourage
you to contact me,” says Barber, at
jc_barber@yahoo.com.

Bessie Wapp’s true tale Jesus
Christ Superstore, a piece of
storytelling that recounts a surreal
weekend where birth control, a
cinematic cult classic and the bigbox phenomenon converge, with
hilarious results.“Clever and heartwarming with lots of laughs and a
few tears, grand songs, great stories
and excellent acting and singing,”
noted one reviewer.

11
Reynolds and Wapp are bringing
their acclaimed co-creation to
Kaslo and area audiences as part of
their fall/winter tour supported by
the Columbia Kootenay Cultural
Alliance.
Advance Tickets are $18 at the
door (6:30 pm), advance tickets
$15 at Sunnyside Naturals, 250353-9667, or Willow Home Gallery
250-353-2257, both in Kaslo.
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MINOR HOCKEY

• Call 358-7218 for details •
email: valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

Congrats
to all
involved
making
Minor Hockey happen in
Nakusp! Have fun!

Nakusp
(250) 265-3635 www.selkirkrealty.com

The Natural Choice
More than just a Health Food Store

Kaslo Winterhawks Initiation-Novice - Front row: Hudson Danby, Theo Carlson, Bodyn Gillies, Griffen Gillies, Soren Stewart, Will Danby, Jack Walker, Piper Wiens, Lochlan Dube, Maverick Chatfield. Back row:
James Danby, Scott Gillies, Trey Dufort, Kaeda Dube, Ronin Dube, Ryatt Mercredi, Chase Sellwood, Sarah Burns, Cal Walker. Missing: Lily Kinnear, Ella Kinnear, Lavina Toporowski, Cailen Scott, Tyson Austin.

Proudly Supporting
Minor Hockey!
Building Memories and
Dreams for a Lifetime
422 Front Street • Kaslo, BC
250-353-2594
www.cornucopiakaslo.com

Nakusp Novice - Back row: Coaches: Bryan Hewat, Jesse Edwards, Ryan Struck, Logan Marchischuk, Brandon Moffat, Anthony Cowan. Middle row: Blake Watson, Madison Teindl, Jaxx
Edwards, Fisher Vibe-Coleman, Cheyenne Laybourne, Emerson Moffat, Bryn Wethal, Taylor Struck, Jaxon Marchischuk. Front row: Maddox Marchischuk, Avery Wanstall, Finn Vibe-Coleman,
Sabastien Tomlinson, Walker Cowan, Liam Struck, Daniel Hewat, Grady Humphreys. Missing: Jayden Delaney, Gabriella Cook, Harlow Cain, Zaia Roberts, Ryker Hewko, Isla Humphreys.

Practice good sportsmanship in
both hockey and
life!
Crescent Bay
Construction Ltd.

Nakusp • 250-265-3747

The door to success is often locked.
One of the keys to that lock is
teamwork, on the ice and off.
Best wishes to all our great
local teams for
Minor Hockey
Week.

cresbay@telus.net

Hockey builds
character!
Minor
Hockey
builds spirit!

MADDEN TIMBER
CONSTRUCTION, INC.
dave@maddentimber.com

250 265 1807

Hockey helps
kids learn
teamwork
RHC Insurance Brokers

A division of HUB International

401-6th Ave • New Denver, BC

250-358-2617

The lessons of sportsmanship and
teamwork last a lifetime.
Celebrating Minor Hockey Week 2020

Katrine Conroy, MLA
Kootenay West

1-888-755-0556 • katrine.conroy.mla@leg.bc.ca • www.katrineconroy.ca

Kids and hockey have always been a winning combination!
We support Minor Hockey Week
- players, coaches and parents!

Kaslo & New Denver
Community Pharmacy

Kaslo • 403 Front St. • 250-353-2224
New Denver • 309 6th Ave • 250-358-2500

Mike & Tracy and the staff at
Hilltop Convenience and Valley
Foods are pleased to recognize
our minor hockey players,
coaches, officials and fans.
Smith & Co. Ventures, Inc.
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Next Valley Voice
Deadline:
February 7,
2020
Play hard.
Have fun.
Drink water!

Atom-Pee Wee - Back row: Coach Logan Marchischuk, Jonah Fizzard, Rowan Vibe-Coleman, Aubrey Humphreys, Tatum Dieterman, Kayden Wanstall, Forrest McLean, Coach Zac Wethal. Front row:
Mattias McLean, Jaxon Marchischuk, Jacob Lindgren, Cheyenne Laybourne, Qayak Brown, Noah Wethal, Kaitlyn Teindl, Fisher Vibe-Coleman, Ryder Laybourne. Missing: Raya Kipkie, Hunter Rosin.

Celebrating the young
athletes in our community!
Minor Hockey Week, 2020

510 Broadway, Nakusp, BC
250-265-3662

Bantam - Back row: Head Coach Mike Smith, Jordis Smith, Brody Wanstall, Jake Bjarnason, Chase McKinney, Zac Lamoureux, Luca Blouin, Dakoda Fizzard. Front row: Addyson Robins, Gabriel
Ziegler, Landon Young, Francisco Ziegler, Maddex Sanders. Missing: Asst. Coach Brandon Moffat, Trainer/ Safety Shane Pennoyer and Tracy Smith, Managers Tracy Remple and Lindsey Fizzard.

H&R Block thanks all the
volunteers, coaches and
players for a fantastic start to
the 2019/20 hockey season.

H&R Block Nakusp is open MondayFriday 9-5 for tax preparation

250-265-4051

106 Broadway Street, Nakusp, BC
leah.gilliland@hrblock.ca
Minor Hockey builds
character!

Nakusp Midget - Back row: Head Coach Brandon Moffat, Jake Flamand, Darian Smith, Noah Fizzard, Kyle MacDonald, Justin Anderson. Front row: Joe Surina, Trinity Didier, Tayleur Moffat,
Kimberly Roberts, Sage Matthews. Missing: Brett Carr, Liam Coates, Lucas Robins and Hunter Guidon, Asst. Coach Mike Smith and Manager Tracy Smith.

411 Hall Street • Nelson, BC
250-352-6261
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Message from Nakusp Minor Hockey

submitted
Nakusp Minor Hockey is
halfway through their season and
having a great time.
This year Nakusp Minor Hockey
bought lots of hockey equipment
and has outfitted a large number
of beginner players for them to try
out the sport. The Novice group has
really grown this year with lots of
coaches out there helping them learn
and have fun out on the ice. There
were not enough players to have an
Atom or Pee Wee team to play in
the West Kootenay league divisions
this season, but Minor Hockey didn’t

want to see these players not getting
any ice time, so this year they are
having a practice once a week and a
scrimmage once a week. There are
several new players in this age group
and they really enjoy playing twice
a week with friends while learning a
new sport. The teams got to show off
their skills at the annual Falcon Cup
in December by playing in between
the tournament games.
The Bantam team consists of six
Nakusp players and six Kaslo players.
Coached by Mike Smith, Shane
Pennoyer and Brandon Moffat, they
are having a great season this year.
Hockey helps kids
to score life’s
big goals!

Minor Hockey builds character!

Nakusp Legion #20
250-265-3033

Eric’s
Meat
Market

Minor Hockey builds
teamwork and character!

425 Front • Kaslo • 353-2436

Pacific Inland Pole &
Piling Co. 2004 Ltd.
We salute our minor hockey
players and all
the coaches,
officials and
fans who work
so hard to
support
them!

Kaslo Building
Supply

6521-Hwy 31, Kaslo • 250-353-7628
www.kaslobuilding.com

So far they have gone undefeated
in West Kootenay league and sit
in top spot. They won their home
tournament in Nakusp in November,
came in second with an overtime loss
at the Chase tournament and just won
the Vernon tournament. They have
a few league games left with league
playoffs happening in Trail February
28-March 1.
The Midget team has 10 Nakusp
players and four Kaslo players,
coached by Brandon Moffat and Mike
Smith. The team has been battling
hard in the West Kootenay league –
they went to a 16-team tournament
in Salmon Arm in November and
the Nelson tournament in January.
They are excited to be hosting their
home tourney February 7-9, with
teams from the West Kootenay and
Okanagan attending. When league
is completed, they will be going to
Boundary for the playoffs March 6-8.
Nakusp Minor Hockey wants
to get as many kids playing hockey
as they can. Watch for info in the
fall about an equipment swap and
registration event to start off next
season.

The Village of
Kaslo celebrates
our young hockey
players during
Minor Hockey
Week

Thanks to all the players,
coaches, officials and fans
for supporting
hockey in our
community!

Play hard, play fair,
have fun!
Celebrating all the
young athletes in
Nakusp & beyond.
Happy Minor Hockey
Week 2020

Celebrating Minor Hockey Week, 2020!

Kaslo Mohawk
250-353-2205
405-4th St. • Kaslo

416 Broadway • Nakusp • 250-265-3644

Galena Contractors
Nakusp • 250-265-4100

www.galenacontractors.com

DON’T
FORGET
TO HAVE
FUN!
NAKUSP GLASS
201 Broadway
250-265-3252

The clear choice for all your glass needs!

The Treehouse

250-353-2955

kaslomechanicalinc@gmail.com • 250-353-7409

Play for
the love of
the game!
Minor Hockey Week 2020

New Market
Foods
518 6th Ave
New Denver
250-358-2270

Enjoy Minor Hockey
Week

Nakusp • 265-4767

the game is
the greatest of all.

Play for the love of the game!

Play Hard, Play Fair,
Have Fun!

Box Lake
Lumber

To play the
Hug
a
game is great.
To win is greater.
ButRef!
to love

Go kids, go!

Practice good
sportsmanship in
both hockey and
life!

Hug a referee! They’re part of the team that brings Minor Hockey to our communities.

419 Front St. Kaslo

Thanks
to all the
volunteers
who keep
Minor
Hockey alive in our communities!

Hwy 6, Nakusp (250) 265-4012

Hockey
builds
community!
Minor Hockey Week
Celebrates our young
players!
Aimee Watson
RDCK director, Area “D”

wishes to acknowledge all the
hard work of players, parents, coaches
and volunteers to keep the game of hockey
alive in our communities!

NAKUSP & THE ARROW LAKES
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Nakusp council, January 13: Hot Springs location approved for caribou maternity pen
by Hannah Lisgo
• The Arrow Lakes Caribou
Society’s Caribou Maternity Pen
Project has been given approval to
proceed on Village land north of
Nakusp Hot Springs. The plan is to
construct the pen by March, when
pregnant females will be captured
and housed in the pen. The cows
and calves will be cared for and
monitored over the spring by one or
two shepherds under the direction
of vets, and released back into their
natural habitat in July. The shepherds
will stay in one of the Nakusp Hot
Springs Chalets. The pen will be
located on 8.5 hectares of land – 6.9
is owned by the Village and 1.6 is
provincial Crown land. The proposed
project term is five years with an
option for a five-year renewal if all

goes well. Only 24 of the Selkirk
caribou herd remain.
Since the council meeting,
Hugh Watt of ALCS told the Valley
Voice that the society has almost
raised enough money through cash
donations, in-kind machine support,
and material donations to build
the pen. They are working on the
necessary Wildlife Act permits
and have applied for a number of
grants to construct and operate the
pen. The GoFundMe campaign
is still active if people want to
make donations. The link to the
GoFundMe page is on the ALCS
website: arrowlakescaribousociety.
com.
• After reviewing results of a
2018 survey of village residents,
council decided to approve the

licence application for a non-medical
cannabis retail store at 312 Broadway
Street.
• Paula Rogers, chair of the
Nakusp Library board and Marilyn
Taylor, chair of the Arrow Lakes
Historical Society attended to ask
council for a decision on a new
location for the historical Milk
Delivery Wagon, which has sat in
front of the Centennial building for
many years. The delegation said their
preferred location is adjacent to the
Spicer Garden on the waterfront
walkway. Council delayed the
decision until the OCP process is
complete.
• The annual licensing of dogs
is now mandatory for all dog owners
living in the village for more than
30 days. The fine for having a dog

without a valid licence is $100. The
annual cost of the licence is $15
for a neutered dog and $45 for an
unneutered dog.
• Water and sewer rates are set to
be raised 5% this year. Single family
homeowners will pay $426.89 for
water and $452.24 for sewer in 2020.
• Council approved the request
from Fire Chief Terry Warren to
amend the department’s service
level from Interior Operations to
Exterior Operations. This means
that Nakusp firefighters cannot enter
buildings when fighting structure
fires. In his written report to council,
Warren gives three reasons for
recommending this drop in service
level. First, standards have changed
“so drastically and require major
training levels.” Second, more than
half of the department’s members
are new. Third, the costs for training
are much less for an Exterior level
department than for an Interior level
department. Warren also points out
that the average time to escape a
house fire has been reduced to 3-4
minutes due to today’s construction
standards compared to 17 minutes
in the past.
• Council agreed to apply for
$15,000 under the UBCM Age
Friendly Community Program on
behalf of Arrow & Slocan Lakes
Community Services. If successful,
the funds will be used for a weekly
drop-in program that would provide
physical activities and social
connections for seniors.
• Council agreed to support
in principle a mural project on
the exterior side wall of Debra
Rushfeldt’s studio/ gallery at 206
Broadway. The proposed mural is of
a western toad nestling among some
autumn leaves. Council supports
the project as long as no drastic
changes are made to the image as
presented. The Arrow Lakes District
Arts Council Society is applying for
CBT funds for the project, and has
already secured some funding from
NACFOR and the RDCK Area K.
• Council approved in principle
Hugh Egener’s public art proposal.
He is applying for Canada Arts

Council funds to create two bronzed
pieces that would be donated to the
Village in summer/fall 2020. The first
piece is called ‘Soldier – Thinking
of Home’ and the second is called
‘Logger.’
• The Village is supporting a
funding application, to be submitted
by the RDCK on behalf of the Village,
to the Community Emergency
Preparedness Fund. The project
includes flood risk assessment,
mapping and mitigation planning.
It will also include workshops for
municipal staff on flood and hazard
data and risk tolerance policies.
• In his report, Mayor Tom
Zeleznik shared his vision of what
he’d like to see accomplished over
the next 10 years. This includes a
utility co-op bringing an excellent
high speed internet service to town,
a completed park master plan,
an expanded campground, more
festivals, expanded trail network
with Nakusp as the centre, a new
industrial park with a focus on
forestry value-added, many green
initiatives, a good water supply with
three new wells, and an affordable
housing boom. “Now our hidden
gem community has been found and
we must share. Sorry!” he concludes.

MIA IS LOOKING FOR
HER FOREVER HOME!

Mia is a beautiful short-hair tortoiseshell kitty. She’s very sweet and good
natured, and she’s spayed and healthy.
Mia used to live with another kitty, so
she’ll fit right in if you already have a
cat sibling in your home! Call PALS
today at 250-265-3792 to find out
more about Mia!
WEEKLY SPONSOR:

Nakusp
(250) 265-3635 www.selkirkrealty.com

Annual General Meeting

The Nakusp & District Chamber of Commerce
Invites you to attend our 2020 AGM
Tuesday, February 18 – 6:00 pm
Selkirk College • 311 Broadway Street
At the January 13 Nakusp council meeting, Nakusp Mayor Tom Zeleznik presented Kathy Smith with a card from the Village of Nakusp in
recognition of her years of service as NACFOR (Nakusp and Area Community Forest) president. The Village will also be donating a tree in her
name on the waterfront.

Please RSVP 250-265-4234 or nakusp@telus.net by Friday, February 14.

We look forward to working with you in 2020!

COMMUNITY
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Japanese Knotweed near Slocan Waterfront could be stimulated by development project
by Barbara Curry Mulcahy
If precautions are not taken,
landscaping planned for Slocan’s
waterfront this spring could
stimulate the Japanese Knotweed
already established there. Erin Bates,
executive director of the Central
Kootenay Invasive Species Society
(CKISS), gave a presentation to
Slocan council at its January 13
meeting and said any disturbance in
the soil could stimulate growth or
cause the plant to spread.
There are two patches of concern
– one large patch in the parking lot
and a smaller “satellite” patch close
to the chain link fence by the public
beach. The area to be developed is
on the beach side of the chain link
fence.
Asked by council to compare
Slocan’s situation to the knotweed
treated in Nelson last year, Bates
said none of the knotweed patches
in Nelson “were as big as this one
and none as close to the water.” She
said it would take a minimum of two
years of treatment and possibly more
to eradicate the patch.
Bates said that the satellite patch
was “more than likely” connected
underground to the “mother patch.”
Treating only the satellite patch
would be useless as “likely it would
keep re-sprouting as the mother plant
wouldn’t be affected.” Only one
third of knotweed biomass is above
ground, Bates said. It is important to
dispose of the underground rhizomes
carefully. Very small pieces can
re-sprout. If the knotweed isn’t
disposed of off-site, then knotweed
could take over the new landscaping.
Council asked about nonchemical treatments. Bates said
a lot of research had been done
but so far nothing had been found
that would damage knotweed
rhizomes. Because knotweed plants
have high water content, burning
doesn’t destroy the roots. Burying
is also ineffective. Repeated frequent
mowing only works if it is carried out
over numerous years. Cutting may
be effective for small populations
but needs to be done several times a
year over several years with constant
monitoring. Digging only works on
very small and recently established
patches and only if done thoroughly
and if the ground is re-planted with
native plants. Councillor Ezra Buller
asked about “biologicals.” Bates
said insects in biocontrol trials are
“not surviving very well in BC.”
Herbicide is the only thing that gets
rid of knotweed in the long-term,

she said.
Bates said the patches could be
treated before they flower or in the
late fall, times when there are not
many people in the area. Councillor
Madeleine Perriere suggested the
patches could be fenced off after
treatment. Bates said it is illegal
to use herbicides closer than 10
metres to the water. The herbicide
used on the satellite product would
be a glyphosate product (Round Up

is one formulation of glyphosate).
The main patch could be treated
with other products. She said
risks to “human health and animal
contacts are almost zero” if herbicide
protocols are followed.
Bates said that the City of Nelson
had found its public outreach about
Japanese Knotweed had reassured
the public. She said there had been
“a lot less blowback” than expected.
Councillor Madeleine Perriere

asked about costs. Bates estimated it
would take a contractor a day and a
half and cost about $2,000 including
monitoring to treat both mother and
satellite patches. The small patch
might cost about $800 for a half day
of treatment and no monitoring.
Another complication for
council is that the knotweed patches
are either on or near the former
Springer Creek mill site and land
owned by CP Rail and private

landowners. The Village would need
to seek permission to treat knotweed
on land it doesn’t own.
CKISS is a non-profit that
collaborates with stakeholders in
the region “to protect ecosystems
and communities by preventing and
reducing the harmful impacts of
invasive species.” It is the regional
centre of invasive species expertise
for both terrestrial and aquatic
ecosystems.

by Barbara Curry Mulcahy
Desiree Profili, the community
paramedic based in Winlaw, gave
a presentation at the Slocan council
meeting on January 13. She said the
paramedicine program in the Valley
has been up and running for three
years, and that there will soon be
changes to services.
Profili said that the community
paramedics will soon work more as
first responders. In an emergency,
the paramedic “will get pulled
away just like an ambulance” does.
Paramedics will work for three
consecutive days with 10-hour day
shifts and be on call for 14-hour night
shifts. The presentations, clinics, and
health visits currently offered by the
paramedic will be “a lot harder” to
provide, she said.
Up to now, Profili has worked
with clients who need assistance
post-surgery or with chronic illness,
with transportation, and sometimes
with preparing wills. She has
visited clients in their homes by
appointment. She also has made
presentations on healthy living in
schools, to community groups like
the Youth Action Network and the
seniors, and to local government
programs like the employment
centre. Her presentations cover many
aspects of healthy living, includeing
first aid, hand washing, ambulance
tours, why not all bugs need drugs,
when to call 911, opioids and how
to use Narcan, heathy nutrition, and
BCAA car seat clinics. Recently,
she was discussing the possibility
of offering regular blood pressure
clinics at Raven Acupuncture in
Slocan’s Wellness Centre.
Profili serves clients from the
junction to Slocan. She gets referrals
from doctors, the home health nurse,
and the nurse practitioner. She has
18 clients at the present time. Profili
said most of her referrals are from
Nelson and for clients in the southern
part of her service area. She thought
possibly clients near Slocan were

well-served by the nurse practitioner.
How popular will the service be
once it is known the paramedic might
be called away before or during a
presentation, clinic, or health visit?
Profili said, “We’re not really sure
it’s going to work” but the decision to

make the changes was “not really up
to us.” Emergency services, though,
will be improved.
The community paramedicine
service, begun as a pilot program
to provide BC residents in rural
and remote communities with

better access to community health
services and a more stable paramedic
emergency response, has been fully
adopted and is now available in 100
rural and isolated communities. A
version of it is now being piloted in
urban areas.

submitted
The annual Slocan Lake Christmas
Bird Count took place on December
28, 2019. The day was nice with
broken cloud, no wind and just under
freezing. A special “Thank You” goes
out to the 23 people who participated
in this year’s count in the Slocan Lake
Circle and the six who counted down
the valley at Passmore, Vallican and
Perry’s bridge area. The Slocan Lake
Circle is defined as a circle centered
approximately at the golf course and
runs from Hills to lower Red Mountain
Road.
Twenty-six species were observed
on the count day with five more
recorded during the three days before
and after the 28th count day (Christmas
Week). This is about the same number
of species that we have been getting
in the past three years. In total this
year we saw 307 birds. The results are
submitted to Bird Studies Canada and
the National Audubon Society. The
latter maintains the massive database
of Christmas Bird Counts going back to
1900, the year of the first count.
The following species and
numbers were observed: Canada
Goose (16), Trumpeter Swan(1),
Mallard (2), Ruffed Grouse (2), Wild
Turkey (4), Horned Grebe (1), Downy
Woodpecker (3), Northern Flicker (10),
Steller’s Jay (35), American Crow (20),
Raven (5), Black-capped Chickadee
(42), Mountain Chickadee (5),
Chestnut-backed Chickadee (12), Redbreasted Nuthatch (17), Pacific Wren
(1), American Dipper (9), Goldencrowned Kinglet (5), Varied Thrush
(1), Song Sparrow (10), Dark-eyed
Junco (1), Pine Siskin (79), Evening
Grosbeak (16), Pine Grosbeak (7), and

House Sparrow (2). During Christmas
Week we added Great Horned Owl
(1), Common Merganser (4), Hairy
Woodpecker (1), Pileated Woodpecker
(1), and Brown Creeper (1).
The birds that volunteers count
down the valley are always interesting
and records are kept of these numbers

for future reference when we are able
to get “circles” established in the
southern valley. They saw birds that
we did not see here like Swans (114),
Buffleheads (8), Common Mergansers
(10), and American Goldfinch (20).
They recorded 23 species and 253
birds.

submitted
For those who love playing cards,
bridge is a game that can be a lifelong
and enjoyable pastime played at any level
of skill. Bridge fascinates, amuses and
challenges players at every level at any
age. Such a range of bridge enthusiasts
have recently formed the New Denver
and Area Bridge Club. The club meets
every Thursday afternoon in Knox
Hall from 1–4 pm and welcomes new
members. For those who have never
played bridge before, basic lessons and
learning resources are available. Some
club members have been playing bridge
together regularly in various homes
and will continue to do so, while also
enjoying the additional opportunity to
play in a club setting with a variety of
other players weekly or from time to
time.

Contract Bridge can be played
in a variety of methods and styles,
which are generally based upon the
American Standard system of play.
(Google it.) Experienced club members
are welcome to play whatever styles
and conventions they have become
accustomed to. Over time most players
will find, however, that bridge is most
enjoyable when a particular club system
is commonly adopted and regularly used.
For new players and any other interested
members, the Bridge Club has adopted
the Audrey Grant approach to the game
(www.AudreyGrant.com).
So, drop by for a game or lesson any
Thursday afternoon. We look forward to
seeing you. For more information you
may wish to contact the New Denver
and Area Bridge Club president, Bruce
Cottingham, at 250-358-7230.

submitted
Following water testing in December,
School District 8 has identified that the
majority of locations met or exceeded the
recently changes to the Guidelines for
Canadian Drinking Water Quality with
regard to heavy metals. A few locations
were identified as being above the
maximum allowable concentrations for
drinking water. Local schools that were
affected included Winlaw Elementary
as well as several schools in Nelson
and Salmo.
Mount Sentinel Secondary, WE
Graham Elementary-Secondary and
Crawford Bay Elementary-Secondary
had no sampling rates exceeding current
guidelines. More sampling is scheduled
this month for JV Humphries Elementary-

Secondary and Jewett Elementary. Watch
for a future announcement regarding
those results. Brent Kennedy Elemenatry
and Blewett Elementary are currently on
bottled water restrictions.
As an interim measure, any
locations that were found to be above
the maximum allowable concentration
are being directed to flush their water
systems daily to ensure that the water
being delivered is fresh. Longer-term
mitigation strategies or renovations are
being planned to ensure that all drinking
fountains within our schools are safe and
meet or exceed the requirement of all
applicable guidelines and regulations.
For more information contact Dr.
Christine Perkins at christine.perkins@
sd8.bc.ca.

Community Paramedicine Program to start making emergency work a priority

Slocan Lake Christmas Bird Count results

New Denver Bridge Club
invites players to join

School District 8 releases results of water testing

Individual, couple and family therapy within a goal-oriented
process to address your need to feel better, more in control, and
freer to make healthy decisions and live into them.

Alice Watson M.Ed. Counselling Psychology 250-265-3328
*Member of Canadian Counsellor and Psychotherapy Association,
CBT certificate holder, 17+ years’ experience.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza.
250-353-2282.
2020 GRANT APPLICATIONS from
the Slocan Valley Community Legacy
Society are now available at www.
slocanvalleylegacy.com. Grant guidelines
and criteria and other information are on
the website. Check it out!

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

WHAT AN AMAZING OPPORTUNITY
to live your dream and own your own
business. Become the proud owner of the
Valley Voice and a quaint building on the
main street of New Denver. The newspaper
business can provide a modest living for you
and your family, and wonderful community
connections. If you are so inclined, we
would love to show you the ropes and stay
as long or as little as you need us. We have
absolutely loved our life as newspaper
people! Give us a call at 250-358-7218 for
a chat, or email valleyvoice@valleyvoice.
ca. Yours, Dan & Jan.
THINKING OF STARTING, buying
or expanding your own business? If so,
Community Futures offers business loans,

Lemon Creek
Lodge &
Campground

Year-round facility

1-877-970-8090

Your ad could
be here for only
$11.00 + GST

COMPUTER
RECYCLING
Your ad could
be here for only
$11.00 + GST

counseling & training; and delivers the
Self Employment program in the Arrow
& Slocan Lakes area. For more info leave
a message at 265-3674 ext. 201 or email
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.
HAVE YOU ALWAYS DREAMED about
starting your own business? If so, call
Community Futures to learn about the free
Business Plan workshop open to anyone!
And if you’re eligible, you may also qualify
for the Self-Employment Program, where
you will receive ongoing business training
and coaching and usually financial support
while you start your business. To learn more
call 265-3674 ext. 201 or email Nakusp@
futures.bc.ca.

COMING EVENTS

SQUARE DANCING! 5 piece band
‘Eldorado Hoedown’ and live caller January
25, February 22, March 14, 6:30-9 pm at the
Bosun Hall in New Denver. Beginners are
welcome. Call 358-7158 for information.
JUSDANCE NAKUSP! Escape the cold
and get your dance on to World Fusion
music. Every 2nd Friday 7-9 pm (Jan. 31
and Feb. 14). The Old Firehall upstairs.
Nakusp, BC. $10 suggested donation. www.
facebook.com/groups/jusdancenakusp

Your ad
could be
here for
only $19.50
+ GST

COMING EVENTS

CLASSIFIED ADS

TEXAS HOLD’EM TOURNAMENT
Saturday, February 8, 6:30 pm sharp at
the Slocan Valley Legion Branch 276, 502
Harold St. Slocan. Tickets at Mountain
Valley Station or phone 250-355-2672 to
reserve. $30 Buy-in. BC Gaming rules
will apply. The Legion welcomes members
& guests.
VALLICAN WHOLE’S WINTER
LOCAVORE’S FEAST! Saturday
February 8, doors at 5 pm. Local food
potluck, silent auction & Six Slocan
Minutes! Vallicanwhole.com
READY, SET, LEARN! FREE preschooler
(ages 3-5) program. 4 Fridays: Jan 24-Feb
14, 9:30-12:30 at The Whole School - 5614
Highway 6, Winlaw. The Whole School
invites preschoolers, parents/caregivers
and their families to a morning of crafts,
cooking, songs, games, outside play, and
story time dedicated to Kindergarten
readiness with teacher, Rose Hodwitz.
Drop-ins welcome. www.wholeschool.ca.
250-226-7727. wholeschool@gmail.com.
LANGHAM FLIKS FILM SERIES
presents KENNY Friday January 31, 7
pm. Hilarious ‘mockumentary’ featuring
Kenny, a fearless Aussie plumber who is

part philosopher and part comedian, with a
heart the size of a septic tank. Tickets $10
at the door 6:30 pm. www.thelangham.ca
THE LANGHAM PRESENTS ON
THE OTHER HAND Saturday February
8, 7 pm. An evening of musical theatre
as Bessie Wapp & Ellie Reynolds
present two remarkable original solo
performances – true personal stories
filled with humour, drama and music!
Tickets $15 Willow or Sunnyside. www.
thelangham.ca
THE SLOCAN LAKE ARTS COUNCIL
Coffee House & fundraiser is happening!
Mark your calendars to attend this evening
of fun and entertainment on Saturday
February 15, 2020 at the Memorial Hall.
(Slocan Lake Arts Centre (Gallery) is
currently under repair). All of the original
performers will be there! Admission by
donation.
SLOCAN VALLEY THREADS GUILD
is seeking donations of good clean fabric,
yarn, notions and crafting equipment for our
annual fundraising event, Yard & Yardage
on April 29. Call Sharon 226-7703, Lynnda
355-2267 or Julie in Nelson 778-463-1978
to arrange pick-up now.

EDUCATION

Bikes, Skis,
Snowshoes
Sales and
Maintenance
• Guesthouse •

Call Shon
250-265-3332

shonsbs@gmail.com

FOR SALE
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AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING
CONTAINERS 20 ft. and 40 ft. sizes.
Kootenay Containers Sales & Rentals,
Castlegar. 250-365-3014.
WATKINS PRODUCTS, HAND
CRAFTS – Bertha Williams, #11 – 217
Zacks Rd. 250-265-9080.

HEALTH

SHADE TREE MASSAGE THERAPY
now taking new clients in Winlaw.
Restorative, palliative, relaxation,
mobile available. Call or e-mail Jessica
Coonen RMT for appt. 250-226-6887 or
shadetreemassagetherapy@fastmail.com

NOTICES

ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS
a problem in your life? AA, NA and
AL-ANON (family) meetings can help.
For information on AA: in New Denver,
250-358-7158; Nakusp, 265-4216; Kaslo,
353-9617. For NA: New Denver, 358-7265.
For AL-ANON (family): New Denver, 250551-6540. Please, if you can’t get through,
try another number.
Business Classifieds
start at $10.00
Call 250-358-7218 for details

• BICYCLE

WE DO OIL CHANGES – We stock oil & filters
for most common vehicles! • NEW TIRE
SALES – Installs, Repairs & Changeovers •
GENERAL MAINTENANCE & REPAIR

STEEL TOE JOE’S
Automotive Repair
Joe Shaw

Owner & Journeyman Technician
3804 Pine Rd. Krestova, BC

Alongside Mountainberry

778.454.0180

CLEANING

250-358-7199

stjautomotive@gmail.com

PHOTOGRAPHY
Open 1 pm to 4:30 pm Tues. to Sat.

Your ad could
be here for only
$11.00 + GST

TUES

Hand & Soul
Wellness Centre

202 Lake Avenue, Silverton

CHIROPRACTOR: Dr. Larry Zaleski

Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care
Silverton: Mondays & Friday afternoon – Winlaw & Nakusp on Alternating Wednesdays (plus every 4th Thursday
afternoon in Winlaw)

COUNSELLOR: Sue Mistretta, M.A.

19 years experience helping clients working with anxiety,
depression, grief, self esteem, health crisis, life transitions
or simply are feeling stuck or uninspired.

Offices in Silverton & Nelson

Call 250-358-2177 for appointments
Visit www.handandsoul.ca

Support the
Valley Voice
with a voluntary
subscription

Only $10-$30
Send Cheque or Money Order
to: Valley Voice, Box 70,
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

DAWN DEVLIN

Advanced Ortho-Bionomy Practioner
& Certified Reflexologist

20+ years experience
For Appointment in Nakusp call:
Phone: 250-265-1796 • www.dawndevlin.ca

Dr. Michael Brennan • Chiropractor
Over 10 years experience
Appointments can be scheduled by contacting
his Nelson office at 250-352-5135

Dr. Brennan comes to New Denver and Nakusp every week:
Slocan Community Health Centre on Tuesday Afternoons;
Arrow Lakes Hospital on Wednesday.
Offering Chiropractic, Concussion Management, Cold Laser Therapy,
Custom Orthotics, Auto Injury Care and many more services.

www.activebalancechiro.ca
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NOTICES

RHYTHM OF LIFE: You can find the
path to love, wisdom, and spiritual freedom
by singing Hu every day. Singing Hu helps
us align with our own spiritual Rhythm of
Life. http://eckankarblog.org/sound-of-soul
CARPENTER CREEK LAST
WISHES SOCIETY provides
information on preplanning for death
and advice for alternative funeral
arrangements. Ph: 250-777-1974. www.
carpentercreeklastwishessociety.ca
NELSON & AREA ELDER ABUSE
PREVENTION Resource Centre: 250-3526008 NelsonElderAbusePrevention@gmail.
com/ www.nelsonelderabuseprevention.ca.
Drop-in Wednesdays 12-2 pm, 719 Vernon
Street, Nelson. Nelson and District Seniors
Coordinating Society.
HAVE YOU OR SOMEONE YOU
KNOW been sexually assaulted and want
help? Call the Interior Crisis Line 24/7 at
1-888-353-CARE to discuss your options or
go directly to Arrow Lakes Hospital or your
local emergency room for confidential care.

Personal Classifieds start at $8.00
Call 250-358-7218 for details

HOURS
9 AM - 9 PM

PETS

NO SIT! Not your usual dog training class.
Find the AMAZING in your dog. www.
proudofmydog.ca

REAL ESTATE WANTED

LOCAL RESIDENT LOOKING to
buy a home in New Denver area. Please
contact me if you are interested in selling.
250-687-0300.

WANTED

MARK JEFFREYS, DAUGHTER
SEQUOIA, and Sequoia’s cat, Mouse
(who is, indeed, a fine mouser) are seeking a
place to rent from May through August this
summer. We’re flexible. Please drop me a
line at markjeffreys@yahoo.com or ring me
at (801) 910-1532. Thank you!

HELP WANTED

FULL-TIME REPORTER/
PHOTOGRAPHER WANTED at the
Valley Voice to cover primarily the news of
Nakusp and Kaslo. The job entails writing
all types of community news stories,
and includes covering council meetings,
school board meetings, court hearings
and community events. We are looking
for a self-starter with a desire to live in

CLASSIFIED ADS

the rural West Kootenay region, and who
is committed to writing informative and
accurate articles in a clear and engaging
style. Journalism degree/diploma and/or
experience required. Email cover letter
and resume by January 6 to valleyvoice@
valleyvoice.ca.

HAIR
AVA’S
Hair Studio
Tuesday THRU Friday
– By Appointment –

358-7769

303-6th Avenue (Main St.), New Denver

Support the Valley Voice with a
voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30

Send Cheque or Money Order to:
Valley Voice, Box 70,
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
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New Cascadia TSA cut
level focused on sustainability
submitted
The Cascadia Timber Supply Area
(TSA), which is assigned to BC Timber
Sales (BCTS) and includes 101,420
cubic metres in the BCTS Kootenay
Business Area, has a new allowable
annual cut (AAC) for timber harvesting.
The new AAC is 356,230 cubic
metres, effective January 23, 2020. This
is 10% lower than the current AAC of
397,818 cubic metres.
“After reviewing all of the available
information on timber and non-timber
resources for the distinct areas of this
TSA, and consulting with First Nations,
I am satisfied the new cut level will
support a sustainable forest industry,
while taking into consideration local
social and economic objectives,”
Nicholls said.

Next Valley Voice
Deadline:
January 11,
H. A. Benson Inc.
Your ad could
Chartered Professional Accountant
2019
be hereOpenfor
only
Thurs - Sun 226-0008 • WWW.RDCK.CA
$11.00 + GST
119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0

Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

BIG DOG MUSIC

• Guitars and Accessories • Musical
Instruments • Vintage Vinyl Records • New
Vinyl Records • Stereo Equipment - Turntables
7 A.M. - 3 P.M.
11 A.M. - 3 P.M.

421 6th Ave, New Denver
250-307-0163

Bill Lander
REALTOR®
250-551-5652
bill@billlander.ca

I show all my listings!
Serving the Slocan Valley for the
16th year.
Offices in Nakusp, Nelson & Kaslo

New Market Foods
518 6th Ave • New Denver

250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290
email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca

DI’S ESTHETICS

Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area.
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm

Certified by the Province of BC to test drinking water

Gaia Tree Whole Foods

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

Community Market

Community Discount Day:
Last Friday of the month
Mon-Sat 9-6
Sunday 10-4

– FULL SERVICE SALON –
Lash Extensions - $90 - Introductory price
manicures • pedicures • waxing & more
Lash lift & tint - $55

WINLAW • 250-226-7318

GIFTS

• All Organic Produce
• All Organic Grains
– Bulk Ordering –

The Cascadia TSA occupies a
total area of over 316,000 hectares.
It was created in 2011 by combining
areas’ tree farm licences and areas
transferred from the Revelstoke and
Arrow TSAs. BCTS auctions the
timber from this TSA to the highest
bidder and uses the bid information to
support the provincial market pricing
system for setting stumpage rates.
Under the Forest Act, the chief forester
must determine the allowable annual
cut in each of the province’s 37 timber
supply areas and 34 tree farm licences
at least once every 10 years. The chief
forester’s determination takes into
consideration requirements for old
growth management areas, riparian
areas, wildlife habitat areas and species
at risk.

AGRICULTURE

Downtown Winlaw • 250-226-7255

slocan city
trading

Winter Hours!
Thursday – Saturday
10:30 am - 4:00 pm
Closed Sunday Wednesday
Main Street, New Denver
250-358-2178

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30

Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

buy • sell • trade
guitars • cars • art • antiques
• musical instruments
250-355-2299
9 to 5
Repair and refinish guitars,
Kaslofurniture
Clothes etc.
Hanger
We buy guitars

Support the Valley Voice with
a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30

January 30, 2020 The Valley Voice
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CBT supports increased well-being across the Basin
submitted
The CBT is supporting 31 projects
that aim to improve quality of life in the
Columbia Basin, focus on children’s
development, and strengthen social
service organizations, with nearly
$680,000 from its Social Grants
program.
Locally, this will include a
$40,000 grant to North Kootenay
Lake Community Services Society in
Kaslo to provide monthly nutritious
meals to the most vulnerable and “food

insecure” members of the community.
The Hospice Society of North Kootenay
Lake will receive $4,200 for its Hospice
Training for Rural Volunteers program.
The Lardeau Valley Community Club
will offer a weekly seniors’ program in
Meadow Creek aimed at reducing social
isolation and increasing community
connection. The program includes a
combination of gentle exercise, to help
with mobility and balance, and a tea
social, which gives participants time
to socialize.

“This project provides an activity
for seniors to participate in through
the winter months, when depression
and isolation occur more often,” said
Amanda Cutting, Treasurer. “Also,
we keep a list of all seniors who are
involved in the project; if someone
misses a day, we call and make sure
they’re okay.”
The Healthy Community Society
of the North Slocan Valley in the New
Denver/ Silverton area will receive
$45,000 to extend the North Slocan

Food Program mandate to grow, procure
and prepare more healthy, local foods
for residents of all ages. Nakusp’s
Old Firehall Collective Society will
receive $2,546 for its Kids Can Cook
2020 program, designed to provide
young people with cooking skills and
education about the benefits of healthy
eating.
For the West Kootenay region, the
Circle of Indigenous Nations Society
will receive $40,000 for Aboriginal
Community Outreach services designed

submitted
Whether it involves a new
playground to swing in, a better
bike track to do loops on, or updated
gymnastics equipment to flip on,
children and youth throughout the
Columbia Basin will have access to
new and improved sports equipment
and spaces. The 24 projects are being
supported by over $377,000 in Basin
PLAYS Capital Improvement Grants
from Columbia Basin Trust. Locally,
this will include a natural adventure
park at the Nakusp Rotary playground,
new portable skate park equipment
at Lucerne School in New Denver, a
revitalized skate park in Slocan, and a
new playground at Winlaw Elementary
School.
“Basin residents told us that

investing in projects that encourage
children and youth to get involved
in sports and physical activity was
a priority,” said Aimee Ambrosone,
Columbia Basin Trust Executive
Director, Delivery of Benefits. “These
projects improve accessibility and
expand the quality and diversity of
relevant infrastructure and equipment
to get kids moving.”
The PLAYS grants are spread
across the Columbia Basin, with
new playgrounds, purchases of skigrooming and other sports equipment,
and a wide array of improvements to
recreational infrastructure. In addition
to capital improvement grants, Basin
PLAYS offers grants that help coaches
and officials get accredited training, as
well as helping groups improve and

build trails. This initiative is just one of
the ways the Trust supports recreation
and physical activity for people of all
ages in the region.
To learn more about the Trust’s
programs and initiatives, and how it

helps deliver social, economic and
environmental benefits to the Basin,
visit ourtrust.org or call 1-800-5058998. To learn about everything Basin
PLAYS supports visit ourtrust.org/
basinplays.

CBT PLAYS grants help get kids into the great outdoors

to provide cultural awareness training for
organizations. The goal is to strengthen
relationships between Indigenous and
non-Indigenous organizations and
enhance Indigenous peoples’ access to
non-Indigenous services.
The guidelines and deadlines for
the next intake of Social Grants will be
posted soon on ourtrust.org/socialgrants,
or get notified by signing up for the
Trust’s e-newsletter at ourtrust.org/
newsletter.

CAFÉ & CRAFTS

Considering
Community Service?
Consider Nakusp Rotary
Call Mayumi for Details: 250-265-0002

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN
MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter
TimberFrame Homes
Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall
Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding
Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales
dave@maddentimber.com

250 265 1807

Crescent Bay
Construction Ltd.
Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation
Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431
• Email cresbay@telus.net

Tim Reilly

Suite 3, 622 Front St
Nelson, BC Vll 4B7
C: (250)551-6584
Licensed Residential Builder & General Contractor
Design • Project Management • Building Services
www.trctimberworks.com

HALL LUMBER
& BUILDING SUPPLIES
Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat
10 am to 5 pm
PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd.
Edgewood, BC

K&A

Kent & Arlene Yardcare Services
Housewatch • Free Estimates
358-2508 • 358-7785 • 505-8210
wyofonoff1@yahoo.ca

Indoor Garden
Supplies
Castlegar
250-304-2911

1730 Hwy 3, Selkirk Spring Building
dan@canadiangardensupply.com

Wired by Alex

Electrical Contracting Ltd
Alex Joseph
250-358-7721

Your ad
could be
here for
only $19.50
+ GST

• Registered Septic System
designer and installer •
• Ready Mix Concrete •
• Lock Blocks • Drain Rock •
• Road Crush • Sand & Gravel •
• Dump Trucks • Excavator •
• Crusher • Coloured Concrete •
• Site Preparation •
Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
Ph. 265-4615 • vieirac@telus.net

Grow Your Own
Indoor & Outdoor Garden
Supplies, Knowledgeable Staff,
Winter Hours
Mon – Sat 10 am - 5 pm
November – February

• Basic Renovations & Construction •
• Painting • Landscaping •
Hourly Rate, By Appointment Only
– Slocan Lake communities Only –
giles604@outlook.com

250.226.7441

www.leafcabinetry.com

CONSTRUCTION
FOUNDATIONS • ROOFING • RENOVATIONS

Specializing in Timber Framing
Cell: 250-265-8503 Home: 250-265-2278
• BONDED Journeyman carpenter
• HPO Licenced Builder #42639

Tyler Paynton • 250.777.3654 • silverridgeearthsnow@hotmail.com

LOG & TIMBER
FRAME HOMES
Crane Service

New Denver • BC
250-358-2566
jpownall@telus.net

Your ad could
be here for only
$11.00 + GST

Residential & commercial
cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC

Renovations and
Maintenance Made Easy!

(250) 551-TIME (8463)

Jim Pownall
& Co.

Leaf Cabinetry

T: (250) 551-7127
E: joszef@airpost.net

mobile

www.manciaconstruction.ca
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RDCK board, January 16: In-house construction crew for RDCK water systems to be hired
by Jan McMurray
• The board agreed to form an
in-house construction crew for the
RDCK’s 20 water systems and one
stormwater drainage system. This is
estimated to save the RDCK $142,800
per year in labour and equipment
costs. Staff was directed to hire a
site superintendent, labourer and
equipment operator, and purchase an
excavator, service trucks, portable
office, and all associated equipment
with a capital budget not to exceed
$355,100 in 2021. A dedicated service
will be created in the 2021 budget.
• A response was received from
Environment Minister George
Heyman to a letter from 18 Regional
Districts, including the RDCK, asking
that the Recycling Regulation include
recycling from business, industry and
institutions (ICI). He says the ministry
has done research on “additional

products that may prove suitable to
manage under the regulation” and
“any work to explore regulatory
amendments involving ICI materials
would be accompanied by further
consultation in advance of any such
changes.” RDCK Board Chair Aimee
Watson and the three RDCK resource
committee chairs are arranging a
meeting in Victoria with ministry staff
on this issue on Monday, February 3.
• The board agreed to a request
from the Columbia Basin Broadband
Corporation (CBBC) for a letter of
support for its proposed fibre optic
backbone project from Fruitvale
through Park Siding, Meadows, Eerie,
Ymir and Hall and ending in Nelson.
The letter will indicate the RDCK’s
intent to provide $400,000 (11%)
to the project. CBBC is planning to
apply for funds from the Connecting
BC program and the CRTC Broadband

Wishes the best for our regional community in 2020!
The Valley Voice is still going strong, thanks to you! Very big thanks to our readers,
advertisers, contributors, subscribers and voluntary subscribers.
We ask for your continued support in 2020:
• Consider a voluntary subscription – a contribution towards our cost of delivering the
Valley Voice to your mailbox. Suggested amount is $10 - $40.
• Tell our advertisers that you saw their ad in the Valley Voice.
• Advertise with us.
• Keep submitting those letters and articles.
Proud to be producing an independently and locally owned regional community newspaper
in the West Kootenay!

Fund.
• The RDCK will apply to the
UBCM Community Emergency
Preparedness Fund to purchase
Emergency Support Services IT
equipment. This will enable the
RDCK to access the new online ESS
registration system being developed by
Emergency Management BC. The new
system will be used, starting spring
2020, to register evacuees and will
result in evacuees accessing services
more quickly and efficiently. The
application will be for the purchase of
three IT kits consisting of five devices
each, and for training for volunteers
on the use of the devices and the new
online registration forms.
• The Nelson Cannabis Lets Get it
Right Forum attended as a delegation
to inform the board about Section 37
of the Cannabis Control Regulation.
They suggest that it is “contrary to the
Charter, poor policy, not popular and
no fun at all!” Section 37 prohibits
farm sales of cannabis and cafes where
cannabis can be consumed.
• The RDCK will submit six
resolutions to be considered at the
Association of Kootenay Boundary
Local Governments convention in
April. One was crafted by Director
Popoff, and calls for the establishment
of a process for Improvement Districts
to have access to provincial and
federal infrastructure grant funds,
and still maintain their autonomy.
Others are about private land logging,
creating a ministry to look after BC’s
water resources, dike improvement
districts, subdivision of ALR land
into smaller, more affordable lots,
and removing section 37 of the BC
Cannabis Control Regulation, which
prohibits the promotion of any place
to consume or to spend time after
consuming cannabis.
• Director Garry Jackman provided
a report on a session at the MercerCelgar mill in Castlegar. The purpose
of the session was for the company to
outline their proposals for innovative
projects over the next several years.
• The summary of a November 26,
2019 meeting of the Kootenay Forest
Sector Collaboration was received.
The summary’s introduction states:
“November 26 was the first meeting
to discuss collaborating for a thriving

Kootenay Forest sector and was
attended by 45 people representing
Indigenous Nations, local government,
provincial government, labour an
industry.”
• Adam Casemore (Area C,
Creston area) was elected chair of the
Rural Affairs Committee in a very tight
race against Tanya Wall, who was chair
last year. It was a tie vote, so they had
to resort to pulling a name out of a hat.
Casemore’s name was pulled.

Area H – the Slocan Valley

• Bylaws 2679 and 2680, bylaws
with multiple text and land use
amendments to the Area K - the Arrow
Lakes OCP and Zoning Bylaws, were
referred to the February board meeting.
At the public hearing for the bylaw
amendments, held October 8 last year,
there were concerns voiced about the
proposed cannabis grow operation at
623 Nakusp East Road. Some of these
concerns include water, smell, noise,
aesthetics, decreased property values
and security concerns. The Village of
Nakusp will not approve water for
agricultural use due to system capacity
issues, so the property owners plan
to get a water licence to truck water
from a source at Arrow Lakes, using
a personal truck and a 2,000-litre tank.
Staff recommends adopting the bylaws
only when the property owners obtain
a water licence for sourcing water
from the lake. They also recommend
increased setbacks from neighbouring
residential properties and disallowing
standard level cannabis licencing. The
proponents are proposing to apply for
a micro cultivation licence.
• The board approved a $1,300
grant from Recreation Commission
#4 to the Nakusp Ski Hill Association
to replace the T-bar safety equipment
at Summit Lake Ski Hill.

• A study to investigate the
feasibility of a new recreation service
on the Campbell Field (adjacent to Mt.
Sentinel School in South Slocan) was
approved. RC Strategies was hired to
do the study at a cost not to exceed
$55,608 plus taxes. A total of $95,000
will be budgeted for the project in
2020, with $80,000 coming from the
RDCK Feasibility Study Reserve Fund
and $15,000 coming from the Area H
South Recreation Service.
• The board provided a letter of
support to the Kootenay Adaptive
Sport Association for a project to
replace aging boardwalks at Winlaw
Regional and Nature Park.
• The Special Events Permit
Service Establishment Bylaw No.
2691, 2019 was adopted. This bylaw
is for Areas H (Slocan Valley) and
E (Balfour and area) only, and will
impose a licence fee and other
conditions on any gatherings that
have an entrance fee. The next step is
a regulation bylaw that will provide
details on the conditions, and on how
the service will be funded.
• The RDCK will install bus
shelters and bus stop lighting in the
Slocan Valley and will coordinate
improvements to bus pullouts on Hwy
3A by March 31, 2020. The Ministry
of Transportation and Infrastructure
will pay up to $179,000 for the work,
which should cover 100% of the costs.
• Mike Koolen was appointed as
Slocan representative on the Rosebery
Parklands and Trails Commission until
December 31, 2022.
• Recreation Commission No.
6 appointments were made: Arlene
Yofonoff (Silverton council), Tanya
Gordon (alternate), Eva Shandro
(Silverton resident), Monique Wood
(alternate).

submitted
The popular FLIKS film series
returns to The Langham Friday
January 31, 7 pm with Kenny, a
“mockumentary” about a fearless
Aussie plumber who has never met a
drain he couldn’t conquer. Filmmaker
Clayton Jacobson profiles one of
the key cogs in society’s massive
machine. Combination philosopher
and comedian, Kenny (Shane
Jacobson) has a heart the size of a
septic tank. Though he may hold one
of the most thankless jobs in modern
society, he never lets the dirty work
get him down.
As Kenny juggles family tensions

and leaking porta-johns while
preparing for the upcoming Pump and
Cleaner Expo in Nashville, Tennessee,
he and his loyal “Splashdown” crew
are profiled by a documentary crew
that isn’t about to let some dirty
overalls get in the way of a good story.
According to the popular film
review website Rotten Tomatoes,
“Kenny uses its seemingly lowbrow
mockumentary premise as the
foundation for a well-acted and
surprisingly thoughtful character
study.”
Tickets are $10 at the door
6:30pm. For more information visit:
www.thelangham.ca

Area K – the Arrow
Lakes

FLIKS film series returns to The Langham

FLIKS will screen “mocumentary” Kenny at The Langham Friday January 31, 7 pm.

