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New child care centre to open in New Denver in September
by Jan McMurray
A full-time, year-round licenced
child care centre is set to open in
September at Lucerne School in New
Denver. Funding of almost $750,000
for the Goat Mountain Kids Child
Care Centre was announced at a
special assembly at the school library
on November 15.
“This is truly a momentous
occasion!” said School District 10
Superintendent Terry Taylor in her
remarks at the assembly. “We started
a year ago, looking at the needs. Fulltime spaces for children and families
have never existed here before. This
funding announced today will make
an immense difference for kids and
community.”
The funding is coming from the
Province and the Columbia Basin Trust.
At the assembly, local MLA and Minister
of Children and Family Development
Katrine Conroy announced $492,052.80
in provincial funds for the project, and
Mark Brunton of the Trust announced
a contribution of $250,000.
The funding will be used to turn
the former kindergarten and grade one
classrooms in the school’s west wing
into two spaces for 0-11 year olds. The
gym will be used for an out-of-school
program for 24-30 kids of school age.
Lucerne’s west wing will become
an early learning hub, with over 40
child care spaces offered at the Goat
Mountain Kids Child Care Centre in
addition to the existing preschool and
Strong Start programs.

“Offering additional full-time and
year-round care in the two classrooms
just downstairs in the school building
will complement the current part-time
preschool program, and address the
child care crisis that has built in recent
years,” said Taylor. The new centre will
be open Monday to Friday, 8 am - 5 pm,
except for statutory holidays.
The project is a partnership between
School District 10 Arrow Lakes and the
Goat Mountain School Society, which
will operate the new child care centre.
The Goat Mountain School Society
operated a parent-run alternative school
in the New Denver area in the 1970s
and again in the 1990s. Helen Davis
from the society spoke at the assembly.
“We closed our doors in 2000 but we
held onto our funds and our charitable
status,” she said. “We wanted to put our
money and energy behind a group with
some of the same governing principles
and priorities that we have – a love of
children and a healthy environment
for children. We are happy to be part
of this.”
The new centre will be inclusive
and accessible. Programming will be
inspired by the Reggio Emilia teaching
method, which encourages children
to learn through exploration and play.
The centre will also offer an Indigenous
focus in collaboration with the Circle
of Indigenous Nations Society, with
activities such as nature-based learning,
lessons and storytelling to help teach
children about local Indigenous culture,
language and traditions. The new

facility will include a new outdoor play
area, as well as accessible entrances and
walkways.
Conceptual drawings of the new
centre by Fairbank Architects show
extensive renovations and upgrades
to the two classrooms and adjacent
hallways. The next step will be
architectural drawings.
The two classrooms have been out
of use for more than eight years due
to low enrolment. The school district

doesn’t anticipate a need for these
classrooms in the foreseeable future, as
enrolment is projected to remain stable
for the next decade at around 90-100
students. The school was built for 400.
The Goat Mountain Kids Child
Care Centre will create employment
for certified Early Childhood Educators,
qualified Early Childhood Education
Assistants, and Responsible Adults.
Taylor says the community is getting
ready for this, with some community

members taking the courses required
to become qualified for the positions.
Speakers at the school assembly
included MLA/ Minister Katrine
Conroy, School District Superintendent
Terry Taylor, Mark Brunton of
Columbia Basin Trust, Helen Davis
of Goat Mountain School Society,
New Denver Mayor Leonard Casley,
Silverton Councillor Leah Main, School
Board Trustee Lora Lee Brekke and
Lucerne Principal Nick Graves.

At the special assembly at Lucerne School on November 15, the New Denver Nursery School was recognized for over 40 years of service in
the community. Katrine Conroy, local MLA and Minister of Children and Family Development, presented the Child Care Legacy Award to the
preschool staff (R to L): Charlene Alexander, Julia Greenlaw and Sara Wearmouth.
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Nakusp/ New Denver senior boys soccer team wrap up the season at provincials
the team on the trip and prepared 90%
of the meals: Richelle Coates, Leah
Gilliland, Kristy Robins.
The Nakusp/ New Denver senior

boys soccer team started the season
in early September with a game
in Revelstoke, and played in their
home tournament the last weekend

in September finishing with a 2 and 2
record. They went to a tournament in
Osoyoos the first weekend in October
and finished 2 and 2, putting them in

3rd place. At zones, they beat Golden
2-0, and Boundary Central 3-0 to
advance to the provincials November
6-8 in Burnaby.

The Nakusp/New Denver senior boys soccer team had a great season, culminating in their participation at the provincial championships. In the tradition of team solidarity, they bleached their hair for provincials.

Undefeated Mt. Sentinel team heads for provincials
submitted
Kootenay Champions! The Mt.
Sentinel Secondary School (MSSS),
Senior Boys Volleyball team, the
Wildcats, brought home first place at
the Kootenay Zone A Championship
held in Sparwood in early November.
There were five other teams competing
for the title: Fernie, Fernie Academy,

Golden, Salmo and host Sparwood. The
Wildcats went undefeated in pool play
and playoffs, beating Fernie Secondary
in the best of five games final 3-0.
The championship caps a great
season for Mt. Sentinel boys, after having
finished first at an eight-team Kootenay
tournament at the start of their season,
third of eight teams in Vernon, ninth of
32 in Kelowna, fifth of 28 in Kamloops
and 10th of 16 in Lake Country. All of
these tournaments had the best teams at
all levels – A, AA, and AAA – competing
in them.
As a result of their season record,
MSSS is currently ranked the #2 team
in single A boys volleyball in BC while
Vernon Christian School holds down
the #1 spot and is last year’s returning
champion.
The next action for the Wildcats is
the Provincial Championship, November
21 – 23, hosted by Mt. Sentinel. The
16-team tournament is being played at

Selkirk College gym in Castlegar and at
LVR’s gym in Nelson.
Everyone is encouraged to come out
and cheer the local Mt. Sentinel Wildcats

submitted by Tracy Remple
Nakusp Bantam Falcons swept gold
at their home tournament November
1-3, winning all six games they played.
On Friday, they won 5-1 over
the Trail Hosers and 10-3 over the
Clearwater Icehawks. Saturday saw
wins over the North Okanagan Knights
(7-1) and the West Kelowna Knights
(5-2). Matched up against the West
Kelowna Knights again on Sunday
morning in the semifinals, Nakusp
won 3-1. In the final gold medal game,
held Sunday afternoon against the Trail
Hosers, the Nakusp Falcons took gold
with an 8-3 win.
This Nakusp Bantam Falcons team
is made up of six Kaslo players and six
Nakusp players, with 11 skaters and a
lone goalie. The Falcons go undefeated
in all 10 league and tournament games

so far. Goalie Landon Young of Kaslo
scoops the shutout in their league game

to victory and see some of the best senior
boys volleyball teams competing for the
ultimate title of being crowned the best
A team in BC. Go Cats go!

The victorious Mt. Sentinel senior boys volleyball team. Back row: Coach Glen Campbell, Aaron
Spurge, Mike Hennelly, Reilly Podovelnikoff, Will McLeod, Kyle Kabatoff. Front row: Ti Loran, Ryan
Pearce, Xavier Moore. Missing: Assistant coach Javan Johnson, Chase Stoochnoff, Dylan Strelaeff.

Nakusp Bantam Falcons win gold at home tournament

a week later against the Castlegar
Rebels.

PHOTO CREDIT: TRACY SMITH

submitted by Jarrett Bass
The Nakusp/ New Denver senior
boys soccer team attended Single A
Boys Soccer Provincials in Burnaby
November 6-8.
The boys came in with a positive
attitude knowing that they were a
young team and that their only goal
was to play their best and let all of the
other pieces fall into place.
They played Similkameen in their
first game. While they were outmatched
in terms of offensive chances, the team
played the game of their lives and
were able to hold on for a 0-0 tie with
a couple of spectacular saves from
goalie Lucas Robins and his defenders.
At the end of the game, Lucas was
kicked in the face and diagnosed with
a concussion, meaning his tournament
was over. The team then played the
eventual winners of the tournament,
West Point Grey, losing 8-0. The next
day, with the opportunity to finish third
in the pool, the team played Northside
Christian. Colby Mackintosh scored
three minutes in with a beautiful shot
from 20 yards out, and the team’s
defense held for the rest of the game.
At the end of pool play, Nakusp was
tied with Similkameen on points,
which meant going to Penalty Kicks to
determine who would finish second in
the pool. Nakusp lost the Penalty kicks
but still finished third in the pool. They
played St. Andrews from Vancouver
Island (losing 4-0), and finally Vernon
Christian (losing 3-0), to finish 12th
out of 16 teams, but 2nd out of 4 public
schools. Tournament MVP was Gabe
Nemiroff, the team’s only grade 12
student, who goes to Lucerne School in
New Denver. A big thank you goes out
to the three moms who accompanied

The Nakusp Bantam Falcons win the trophy at their home tournament, November 1-3. Front
row: Maddex Sanders, Dakoda Fizzard, Landon Young. Middle row: Brody Wanstall, Jordis
Smith, Gabriel Ziegler, Luca Blouin, Jake Bjarnason, Zack Lamoureux. Back row: Francisco
Ziegler, Assistant Coach Brandon Moffat, Addy Robins, Chase Mckinney, Assistant Coach
Shane Pennoyer, Falcons Scorekeeper Val Scott, Head Coach Mike Smith.
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Making CleanBC Real: Ministers Mungall and Heyman explain BC’s Climate Action Plan
by Kathy Hartman
CleanBC, BC’s Climate Action
Plan, was ‘made real’ at an event in
Nelson on November 16 by George
Heyman, Minister of Environment
and Climate Change Strategy, who
attended via Skype, and Michelle
Mungall, Minister of Energy, Mines
and Petroleum Resources and MLA
for Nelson-Creston. Montana Burgess
from West Kootenay EcoSociety
emceed the event.
Outside, reps from the Council of
Canadians and Extinction Rebellion
were handing out leaflets on LNG
Canada.
The ministers answered several
questions in their presentation.

What is Clean BC?

CleanBC is BC’s climate action
plan, adopted 11 months ago. It aims
at incrementally reducing greenhouse
gas emissions to 40% by 2030, 60%
by 2040 and 80% by 2050 of 2007
levels. There are accountability
measures to meet these targets and for
regular public reporting, with the next
report due December 2020. Heyman’s
ministry is responsible for overseeing
the overall government effort, while
Mungall’s ministry is responsible for
two-thirds of the emissions reductions.

How can municipalities
leverage provincial
assistance to reduce
emissions?

Heyman said that municipalities
are often the driving force for climate
action, and gave examples on how
the government has been working
to support municipalities, such as in
meeting the new STEP codes that make
all new buildings carbon neutral by
2032. The Province has also offered to
help local governments reduce waste
going to landfills, which are huge
methane creators, by advising on local
bylaws on bans on single use plastic
bags and moving to extend producer

responsibility for waste. Mungall spoke
of expanding electric charging stations
to grocery stores and community
centres, and the government’s efforts
to encourage people to take advantage
of the rebates aiding the move to
electricity. She hyped government
programs that offer rebates of $8,000
for a new electric vehicle, a move to
cancel the PST on new electric bikes,
$3,000 to move from gas heating to
a heat pump, plus other incentives
offered by BC Hydro and FortisBC.

Will BC have enough
electricity to support
electric vehicles?

The answer was no. Mungall
asserted BC will need the equivalent of
five Site C dams to power the transition
from fossil fuels that is envisioned in
CleanBC. Heyman said BC has enough
electricity for 5-10 years but will need
to work now to develop offshore wind
power, geothermal and solar resources
as well as developing better battery
storage technology.

How can we align LNG
production with the
Climate Action Plan
targets?

(According to the Extinction
Rebellion leaflet, LNG Canada adds
9% of the total emissions allowed for
BC in 2013.)
Mungall opposes rapid clawbacks
in natural gas, which heats many BC
homes. She contends that CleanBC
reduces damage from the LNG
industry through incentives for reduced
emissions and increased carbon sink
work.
The NDP has had the same four
conditions for LNG since 2011: First
Nations support, clear benefit for
British Columbians, fair rate of return,
and meet Climate Action Plan targets.
Mungall said the Haisla First Nation
in northwestern BC supports LNG
Canada. They’ve told her they’ve

A six-foot mosaic art piece by WE Graham elementary students will be featured at an evening
of artwork, community and connection in celebration of Restorative Justice Week at the Kutenai
Art Therapy Institute. This free event occurs Friday, November 22, 7-9 pm at Kutenai Art
Therapy Institute, 191 Baker Street, second floor, Nelson.

Open Sun. 11-3 • 411 Kootenay St, Nelson

done the homework on LNG – it is an
opportunity to create jobs and a strong
economy for their people and if it can
assist Asian countries to get off of coalfuelled electricity, it’s a project they
can support. Heyman said that LNG
Canada is regulated to reduce 45% of
the current fugitive methane, which
escapes during the drilling, extraction,
and transportation process, by 2035. In
2023, there will a review of new field
emission technology to further reduce
emissions. Yearly progress reports are
legally mandated.
Heyman said that the purpose of
carbon pricing, which BC has had
for 11 years, is to reduce emissions
without putting British Columbians out
of work. He gave an analogy using the
cement industry in BC. If we put them
out of business here, then we create
a ‘carbon leak’ by importing cement
from elsewhere. Better to keep the jobs
in BC and incentivize business to use
new emission reduction technology.

What is the strategy for
maintaining carbon sinks
in the West Kootenay?

Heyman said carbon sinks are
critically important to the Climate
Action Plan. Old growth forests and
grasslands are all overseen by Doug
Donaldson, Minister of Forests, Lands,
Natural Resource Operations and Rural
Development. There will be an open
meeting in Nelson in early January
on how to support forests in the West
Kootenay. All are encouraged to come.

How can people in the
West Kootenay push the
government to follow
through on the Climate
Action Plan?

Mungall talked about keeping

the pressure on the BC government,
demanding the government stick to the
targets and encouraging the plan to be
more ambitious. Heyman and Mungall
agreed that BC can’t reduce emissions
alone and pressure needs to be applied
to the big emitters. The biggest emitters
in the world are the Asian countries and
in Canada, Alberta. Just this month,
Alberta’s Energy Minister Sonya
Savage introduced legislation to axe
the transition plan to replace coal-fired
electricity with more natural gas-fired
power and renewables like wind and
solar, and to just keep burning coal.
Mungall said one way to help would

be to find ways to pressure Alberta.
Heyman said when people feel they
are not being listened to, when they
feel their livelihood is threatened, they
grab onto simple and false messaging,
and pointed to the election of a climate
denier for US president to illustrate
his point.
“Talk to your neighbour about
BC’s Climate Plan. It is no good if
we make great strides today and, as in
Alberta, see it all reversed tomorrow.
And please, hold the BC government’s
feet to the fire to do as we have
promised and put into law,” Heyman
concluded.
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West Kootenay newspaper history launches at Touchstones

by Art Joyce
Kootenay historian and journalist
Greg Nesteroff has curated an
exhibition on the history of regional
newspapers at Touchstones Nelson
titled Kootenay News: The History of
Nelson’s Newspapers. The exhibition
and accompanying booklet notes other
newspapers in the West Kootenay
over the past century, including the
Kootenay Review, The Daily Canadian,
Nelson Economist, Images, the Valley
Voice, and many others.
For such a small city, Nelson
has had a lively newspaper history,
starting in 1890 when journalist and
itinerant miner John Houston packed
in a letterpress to what was then still
just a rough mining camp. The Miner
published its first issue on June 21,
1890, stating that it was “printed on
Saturdays, provided the staff is sober.”
As heritage columnist Greg Scott
explained, “in those days, you had a
conservative and a liberal newspaper
with clear party lines,” and plenty
of sniping between the two camps.
Houston sold The Miner with a promise
not to start a rival newspaper but then
did so anyway, launching The Tribune
on December 1, 1892. Houston was
firmly in the labour camp and didn’t
like what he saw being printed in
The Miner, which began to skew

toward corporate interests. Houston
was known for his fiery prose, once
writing that the CPR was “the greediest
corporation on Earth.” The Miner
became the Nelson Daily Miner,
renamed The Daily News in 1902 when
F.J. Deane bought the newspaper.
Later renamed the Nelson Daily
News, the last issue was published July
16, 2010, following the closure of the
newspaper by new owner Black Press.
The chain had established the Kootenay
Western Star – now the Nelson Star –
in 2006 as a competitor and part of its
corporate mandate to purchase most of
BC’s interior community newspapers.
By that time, the internet had emerged
as a major competitor to print news,
and subscriptions to the Nelson Daily
News had fallen to an all-time low of
about 3,500. At one time the newspaper
had been able to boast more subscribers
than the population of Nelson (10,000),
but the circulation was cut in half when
a decision was made in 1987 to go from
a morning to an afternoon newspaper.
T h e To u c h s t o n e s l a u n c h
on November 2 featured a panel
discussion with former Nelson Daily
News journalists and editors, as well as
Nelson Becker, founder of The Express.
Panelist Kathleen Rogers started as a
freelance Kaslo correspondent for the
Nelson Daily News in the 1970s and

St. Anthony’s
Christmas Market

November 30
10 am - 2 pm • Bosun Hall
CHOW MEIN AND BORSCHT WILL
BE SERVED FROM THE KITCHEN
AS A FUNDRAISER FOR THE
NEW DENVER NURSERY
SCHOOL
CAKE WALK RETURNS!!

Charlie’s
Needful Things

became staff reporter and columnist
from 1979 to 1990. She was a single
mom from California, living in Kaslo
and needing more income to feed her
three kids. She recalled being sent to
the Nelson Courthouse to cover a trial
of the Doukhobor Sons of Freedom.
“I walk into the courthouse and there’s
these very dignified Doukhobor men
and women sitting there, completely
naked, singing in four-part harmony.
And I thought, gee, I’m not in Kansas
anymore.”
Panelist and Slocan Valley
author Rita Moir began writing for
newspapers in Sudbury and Toronto,
although she was originally from
BC. She began writing for the Nelson
Daily News in the early 1980s and was
a key figure in the establishment of
the feminist newspaper Images. Like
Rogers, she recalled that in those days
it wasn’t necessary to have a journalism
degree to work as a reporter, only a
lively curiosity and a willingness to
learn from veteran journalists. She
quoted H.L. Mencken’s famous quip
about the ethic of journalism being
to “comfort the afflicted and afflict
the comfortable.” “And that’s what I
saw my job as being,” she said. This
brought her into conflict with Nelson
Daily News management when she and

Jim Sinclair published a story about
the Sandinistas in Nicaragua. They
were both punished – Sinclair was
made sports editor and Moir the court
reporter. Moir recalled writing some
of the first stories about the proposal
to establish Valhalla Provincial Park,
then highly controversial.
“I got a full front page on the
logging of the Valhallas. And the next
day a logger about three times my
size came into the office and he said,
“I want to see Rita Moir.” So I braced
myself and went up to the counter. And
he said, “I want you to come and do a
story like that in Salmo.” And what I
learned from that was not to judge a
person by what they looked like, or
where they came from, or what job
they did.”
Panelist Bob Hall was a reporter
for the Nelson Daily News from 1995
to 2002, editor from 2002 to 2010 and
editor of the Nelson Star from 2010
to 2013. Originally from Calgary, he
and his wife moved to Nelson in 1994
shortly after he graduated from the
University of Alberta. He was amazed
that a city of Nelson’s size would have
both a daily newspaper and the weekly
Express published by Nelson Becker.
Starting off as sports reporter at the
NDN, he graduated to the City Hall

beat, which he covered for 15 years.
“It was a great introduction to the
community because you get introduced
to the entirety of the community, and
a lot of its quirky characters – some of
them sitting in this room right now.”
Panelist Nelson Becker grew up
in New York, where he was involved
in media from a young age, working
with some of the first portable video
equipment in the late 1960s. Moving to
Canada in 1970, he worked on a video
festival in Montreal, later moving
to Vancouver. Both cities still have
community radio stations he helped
establish. He first came to Nelson in
1980, when he created a video festival
with Anne DeGrace called Peace of
the Kootenays. DeGrace encouraged
him to return, and in 1988 he settled
permanently in Nelson, establishing
the forerunner to The Express, What’s
On, showcasing local arts and culture
and non-profit groups.
“My idea of The Express was to be
something the community could feel
emotional ownership of. I wanted to get
everybody’s photo in the newspaper,
whether with ‘Good Neighbours,’
‘Street Talk’ or for other things.”
Kootenay News will run at
Touchstones Nelson until February
17, 2020.

by Jan McMurray
There’s a new business in town.
Kellie Macnair and Darrin Bialkoski
have opened ‘Charlie’s Needful
Things’ in the former Hidden Garden
Gallery building in downtown New
Denver.
“We wanted to bring more to
the town, and we saw a need for a
store that’s open late for convenience
items,” said Kellie. “We also wanted
to fill the gap that ‘What’s in Store’
left behind by carrying candy, gifts
and toys.”
If you find yourself short of
groceries like milk, butter, medicine
or laundry detergent in the evening,
you now have a place to go. The store

also offers a wide array of gift items,
including toys and games, candles
and bath products. Check it out on
Merchants’ Night, December 5.
Kellie and Darrin are both
originally from New Denver.
As many do, they both left the
community and came back, looking
for a way to bring something more
to their hometown.
‘Charlie’s Needful Things’ has a
wonderful mix of convenience and
gift items, and includes a tanning
salon in the former office space in the
building. While living in Kelowna,
Kellie tanned at a salon regularly
and wanted to bring this service to
New Denver.

“Tanning offers people a dose
of vitamin D, which is particularly
helpful in winter,” she says. She does
consultations with customers before
they enter the stand-up tanning booth
to determine what type of lotion
would be best for their skin type.
Kellie has everything you need for a
tanning session, which lasts for up to
10 minutes at $1 per minute, plus the
cost of lotion and very modest cost
for protective glasses.
Open seven days a week at 2 pm,
Charlie’s Needful Things stays open
till 9 pm on Thursday, Friday and
Saturday, and till 8 pm every other
night of the week. See the ad on this
page for more information.

New store in New Denver open late

Convenience Store &
Tanning Salon

• Food • Candy • Medicine • Gifts • Toys
• Games • Candles • Towels • Blankets
• Sheets • Christmas Decorations
Kellie-Macnair@hotmail.com
250-808-3488 • 250-777-3789
New Denver – in the former HGG

Owners of New Denver’s new store, Charlie’s Needful Things: Darrin with Charlie, the shop’s namesake, and Kellie with Piper.
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Kootenay initiative to create jobs, support cannabis businesses
submitted
A new initiative to support
cannabis businesses in the Kootenays
will soon lead to better access to
employment opportunities in the
industry and create sustainable
cannabis operations in the region,
according to the Ministry of Social
Development and Poverty Reduction.
The Cannabis Business Transition
Initiative, delivered by Community
Futures Central Kootenay with over
$675,000 from the Province, will
help start-up and existing cannabis
businesses overcome the barriers to
operating in the legal economy.
“This program recognizes
the potential for the Kootenay
region to support people with

local and sustainable employment
opportunities,” said Minister Shane
Simpson. “It will help cannabis
businesses get off to a good start with
a solid and sustainable plan to create
jobs that support local families.”
Community Futures has hired
a new team of advisors to run
the project. They will work with
individuals interested in testing tools
and resources to support licensing
applications and help businesses
transition.
“Cannabis production has been a
significant economic driver in many
of BC’s rural communities and it is our
goal to help cannabis producers, who
are not connected to organized crime,
transition to the legal market,” said

Mike Farnworth, Minister of Public
Safety and Solicitor General. “A
failure to transition these producers
would not only jeopardize our goal
to reduce the illegal market, it would
also be a lost opportunity to create
stable jobs that support families and
communities.”
The underground cannabis
market in the Kootenays was well
established prior to Canada legalizing
non-medical cannabis in October
2018. There are an estimated 2,500
small-scale cannabis producers in
the region that hope to expand into
the non-medical market, including
some authorized to grow medical
cannabis. The transition advisors will
help them identify existing issues,

strategies and opportunities in the
current legalization process.
“Our region has an opportunity to
transition its underground cannabis
economy to a successful legal
industry,” said Community Futures
executive director Andrea Wilkey.
“This provincial funding will help
ensure that local entrepreneurs have
the support they need to navigate the
complex regulatory system and create
a sustainable cannabis business.”
The initiative is the first of its
kind in Canada. Over the next two
years, it is expected to support more
than 100 clients in their transition to
licensed and sustainable cannabis
businesses.
“I look forward to the results

submitted
The Regional District of Central
Kootenay (RDCK) is developing
a Community Heritage Register to
formally acknowledge places of
cultural heritage significance. The
public is being asked to complete a
survey to better capture the places
that matter to the community as a
whole.
“Every community has those
special pieces of history that will
forever define the place and the
people. A Community Heritage
Register will help us to celebrate
our past, value the present and build
a sustainable future,” said Aimee

Watson, Chair of the RDCK Board of
Directors. “This is an exciting project
for the RDCK, and I encourage
everyone to get involved and provide
their input.”
A Community Heritage Register
is a planning tool within the Local
Government Act that allows a local
government to formally identify
historic resources so they may be
integrated into land use planning
processes. It is an official list of
places recognized by the regional
district as having heritage value.
Being ‘listed’ does not mean that
the property is protected, nor does it
limit a property owner’s ability to

renovate or change their property.
Listed properties simply gain formal
recognition as heritage resources by
the RDCK. Heritage Registers can
include only one listing, or hundreds
of listings. Heritage resources listed
on a register may be identified during
day-to-day planning activities,
nomination by the public or from
other sources.
To develop this list of sites,
properties, events and even stories, a
heritage consultant team is reaching
out to local residents, organizations
and community groups to help
pinpoint the places that matter to the
community, and that are perceived

submitted
Kootenay residents and local
shipyards will benefit from the
construction of a new electric-ready
ferry for Kootenay Lake that will
have twice the capacity of the MV
Balfour.
Following a request for
qualifications, three BC firms have
been shortlisted for the project to
design and build the new ferry. In
addition to Nakusp’s WaterBridge
Steel, Allied Shipbuilders Ltd. of
North Vancouver and Western Pacific
Marine Ltd. of Vancouver will
submit proposals for the project.
With a successful proposal, work
on the new ferry is expected to begin

in 2020, and it will be ready for
service by the end of 2022. The new
vessel will replace the MV Balfour,
which will be retired from service.
The proposed new vessel will
be able to accommodate between
50 and 60 vehicles. It will be used in
tandem with the larger MV Osprey
to significantly decrease sailing waits
during the busy summer season.
As part of CleanBC, the Province
is working to electrify the inland
ferry fleet by 2040 and towards
this goal, the new vessel will be
configured as a hybrid diesel-electric
with all the systems, equipment and
components for electric propulsion.
The vessel will be fully converted

to electric propulsion by 2030, once
shore power is installed and the
technology is reliable enough to use
on a daily basis.
Along with upgrades to Balfour
and Kootenay Bay terminals and
minor dredging in the West Arm,
the new vessel will improve the
safety, reliability and efficiency of
the Kootenay Lake Ferry service.
The request for proposals process
is underway and will close in early
2020.
For more information visit:
www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/
transportation/transportationinfrastructure/projects/kootenaylake-ferry-project.

to have heritage value. The public
engagement period will last until end
of December 2019. The proposed
sites and heritage resources to be
included on the RDCK Community
Heritage Register will follow in
early 2020.
Residents are invited to fill out a
survey. There are three ways to access
the survey: visit surveymonkey.
com/r/RDCKHeritageRegister to
take the survey online; send an e-mail
to RDCKheritageregister@gmail.
com and a link will be sent to you
directly; pick up a printed survey
form at any RDCK office location or
at your local library branch.
This project is made possible by
a Heritage Museums and Archives
grant, funded by the Columbia Basin
Trust and administered and managed
by Heritage BC.

submitted
The BC Coroners Service has
scheduled a public inquest into
the death of Peter John de Groot
beginning May 19, 2020, five years
after the Slocan man was shot by
RCMP. His death was reported to
the service on October 13, 2014,
following a “police-involved
incident” at a cabin near Slocan.
Under Section 18(2) of the
Coroners Act, inquests are mandatory
for any deaths that occur while a
person was detained by or in the
custody of a peace officer. The BC
Coroners Service looks to gather the
facts surrounding why a death took
place. It is not a fault-finding agency.
It provides an independent service to
the family, community, government
agencies and other organizations.
Presiding coroner Chico Newell

and a jury will hear evidence from
witnesses under oath to determine
the facts surrounding this death.
The jury will have the opportunity
to make recommendations aimed
at preventing deaths under similar
circumstances. A jury must not make
any finding of legal responsibility or
express any conclusion of law.
An inquest is a formal process

that allows for public presentation
of evidence relating to a death. The
jury will certify the identity of the
deceased and how, where, when and
by what means death occurred.
For more information on
inquests, visit www2.gov.bc.ca/
gov/content/life-events/death/
coroners-service/inquest-schedulejury-findings-verdicts.

submitted
The new Whitewater and Lyle
Creek bridges are now open to
traffic, providing better safety and
reliability for people travelling
along this section of Highway 31A.
The bridges are located 21 and
22.5 kilometres east of New Denver.
The previous wood structures,
which were nearing the end of their

service lives, were replaced with
modern concrete and steel two-lane
crossings. The new bridges include
1.5-metre-wide shoulders and
bicycle railings to improve safety
and mobility for all users.
Work on the $5.4-million
project was carried out by Heavy
Metal Marine Ltd. from Shawnigan
Lake.

RDCK wants help to develop heritage register

WaterBridge shortlisted for new inland ferry

Inquest scheduled into death of Peter John de Groot

Bridges on Highway 31A completed
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from this project,” said Michelle
Mungall, MLA for Nelson-Creston.
“I believe we have the opportunity
to grow the craft cannabis industry
in our region and support people
and their families through increased
employment.”
Find out more about Community
Futures’ Cannabis Business
Transition Initiative at futures.bc.ca/
cannabis/.
BIRDS AND CLIMATE CHANGE

In response to climate change, some birds shift
their migration times only to find that food isn’t
available when they touch down. Some birds
lay eggs earlier, some move northward or to
higher elevations and find fragmented or developed habitat, with new predators, parasites
and competitors. Warming is happening fastest
in the Arctic, where at least 85 of the world’s
bird species breed.
slocanlakess.com

Valhalla Fine Arts Society
Annual General Meeting
Monday, November 25,
6:30 pm
The Lift (Zion United
Church), Silverton

Notice of Annual General Meeting
Slocan Valley TV Society (SVTVS)
The SVTV Society is holding its annual general meeting
(AGM) on Thursday November 28 th at 7:00 PM at
Passmore Hall (3656 Passmore Old Road).
In addition to regular annual meeting business (President’s
report, annual financial statement, and election of officers)
we will be providing an update on our efforts to improve
the quality and stability of the TV and radio signals.
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OPINION

Not celebrating
Turkey’s
anniversary

I was very surprised the Voice
chose to post the observation of
Turkey’s founding. This is completely
inappropriate for the front page of
our community paper. Turkey is a
brutally oppressive regime with a
horrible human rights record internally
and abroad. Anyone ever hear of the
Armenian genocide? The authoritarian
rule of Erdogan continues to violate and
undermine the rights of the Kurdish
minority, who have been systemically
targeted for decades. I’m not celebrating
this anniversary and I don’t think the
Voice should either.
Dave Collin
Vallican

Nurse
Practitioner
Donna Gibbons

She may not be a “doctor”
She’s way more than a nurse
And this is why I had to write
This short but thankful verse
She comes to work on crutches
That may seem so insane
She’ll come to work a cast on foot
To make “you” well again
She treats you like a friend
Honest, true and fair
She treats you like you’re family
And that’s the best health care
All medical conditions
That ever came to be
And all of those you talk to
Have praise for Donna G
Al Mills
Slocan

A system where
every vote counts

In the election every vote for a
party counts in this party’s total. Parties
with at least one seat in parliament
get the party’s total divided by their
number of members of parliament.
Independent MPs get the number of
votes they personally got. Every voter
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is accounted for.
When the parliament has a vote
the value of each member’s vote is
their share of the party’s total votes.
They higher value of votes, positive
or negative, constitutes the wish of
the majority of the Canadian voters
on the issue.
If this was how parliament worked
every voter’s vote would be equally
important no matter how or which
riding they voted in. Clearly, the
next election could have significantly
different and more honest results from
some voters.
Allen Keirstead
Winlaw

Clean BC’s dirty
elephant

Clean BC was supposed to be a
remedy for the current government’s
policies of continuing with the Site C
dam and the LNG project approvals.
In my opinion Clean BC’s objectives
fall short.
Clean BC indicates that the
government will reduce upstream
methane emissions from fracking by
45% – but says nothing about other
toxic gases which escape or are part
of the fracking process.
Clean BC indicates that the
government will improve air quality
in urban areas. Those who live in
rural areas where Site C or fracking
take place carry the burden: northern
residents’ declining health; First
Nations and ALR lands being flooded
for Site C; intact ecosystems being
destroyed reducing the natural cycles
that provide clean air and water and
the removal of CO2.
Clean BC does not indicate that
there will be a reduction of fracking
in the future or a shift to sustainable
jobs for those working in this industry
so that we can all move to a greener
economy.

EDITORIAL / LETTERS POLICY

The Valley Voice welcomes letters to the editor and community news
articles from our readers.
Letters and articles should be no longer than 500 words and may be
edited. We reserve the right to reject any submitted material.
Please mark your letter “LETTER TO THE EDITOR.” Include your
address and daytime phone number for verification purposes.
We will not knowingly publish any letter that is defamatory or libelous.
We will not publish anonymous letters or letters signed with pseudonyms,
except in extraordinary circumstances.
Opinions expressed in published letters are those of the author and not
necessarily those of the Valley Voice.
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Our Special “Fall Getaway” deal is on now until Dec 25. Stay in any of our
Luxurious rooms for $159 + tax & receive a $40 voucher to use in our Pub.
Rooms are first call first choice.
Call us today 250-353-7714 or book online kaslohotel.com
The Pub is open 7 days a week serving food from 11:30 am - 9 pm
The Ingrid Rice cartoon is a satirical look at current events in politics and is sponsored by the Kaslo Hotel. The Hotel does not necessarily share the political views of the artist.

Not so clean, BC government.
Say, who feeds the elephant?
Rob McClure
Kaslo

Open letter to
elected officials
and RDCK
directors in
Areas
K and H
No issue is more important to public

health than the rapid expansion of 5G
technology.
You are my elected representative.
This legal notice of liability is designed
to be used as evidence in court if needed
and intends to enlighten you and to
protect you from attracting civil and
criminal liability in relation to your
actions and/or omissions surrounding
the deployment of 5G technology within
your constituency.
4G/LTE small cells form an integral
part of the 5G deployment.
This 5G technology will cause me
to be exposed to wireless non-ionizing
electromagnetic radiation against my
consent and in my home.

Contamination of my home with
5G may cause damage to my home if
it becomes a health risk to me and thus
render my home uninhabitable.
Irradiating me with wireless nonionizing electromagnetic radiation
against my consent would be an
application of force against my person
and which causes fear of bodily injury
and could be classed as a civil trespass
and/or a criminal assault.
Any level of exposure of man-made
non-ionizing electromagnetic radiation
can be diagnosed by my medical
practitioner as an adverse health effect
pursuant to the WHO’s international
classification of diseases ICD-10, code
W90 thus rendering any safety limit as
set by the Canadian government safety
standards obsolete as to protecting my
health.
If the 5G technology is deployed
within your constituency, I expect that
you as my elected representative will
exercise due diligence to certify that all
parties deploying 5G technologies have
sufficient insurance to compensate for
damage or harm caused by the emission
of wireless non-ionizing electromagnetic
radiation. Please note that this could be
a problem, since underwriters such as
Lloyd’s of London do not ensure for such
harm and damage.
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I urge you, as my elected official, to
act in the public interest by addressing
the potential cumulative harms of
densification (the crowding of small
cells into a limited area to enable 5G)
and insisting that public safety regulatory
authorities need to prove that such
densification of 5G technology is safe
and that any deployment of 5G, Artificial
Intelligence and/or the Internet of Things
(IoT) is regulated appropriately to ensure
that the national security and the safety
and privacy of the public and myself is
not compromised.
You need to protect the public from
other harmful wireless technologies such
as Wi-Fi in schools, ‘smart’ meters on
dwellings, and the like, and to replace
those technologies with safe and efficient
wired technologies such as ethernet
and/or fibre optics, as the end-nodes of
internet delivery systems to dwellings,
schools and commercial buildings.
Forward-thinking cities are already
doing this.
I ask you, as my elected official, to
act in the public interest by protecting
the public and myself from being
persecuted by the passing of laws that
restrict the courts, law enforcement
agencies, municipal councils and local
governments from taking action to
protect the public from harm to health
and damage, caused by 5G and other
wireless technologies.
I am genuinely concerned for your
welfare, the general public and mine, and
this is a situation of the utmost urgency.
I have studied the relevant facts and I’m
thus aware of the danger. As a result I
am in fear and I take the risk of harm and
damage to me very seriously.
I ask you as my civic leader, and as
my elected representative to get educated
on this important topic, and show me by
continued on page 7
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continued from page 6
your decisions, actions and omissions
that you are taking precautionary steps
to address the risk of harm to me and
all the people within your constituency.
As an elected official you are
deemed accountable if you do not take
appropriate action to attempt to abate, or
prevent such harm, to the public or me.
Therefore you attract liability in either
the civil or criminal jurisdiction.
Your people are rising up and I
ask you to take leadership and be a
champion for the health and safety of all
of us. If you do, many voters, legislators
and I will wholeheartedly support and
campaign for you.
Wulf Mense
Winlaw

Response to
VWS ad – who
let the dogs out?

Very nice full page for the sake
of caribou winter range. I no longer
snowmobile myself because it takes
too long to heal up after a day out
there. However, after reading your
petition solicitation, I have two points
to make.
As far as I know, very few people
snowmobile in the area you have
mapped as the Cape Horn-Kuskanax
or the Hamling Lakes proposals as
there is very little access and the
terrain is very steep. I can’t speak to
the Silvercup Ridge proposal.
I p e r s o n a l l y d o n ’t t h i n k
snowmobilers are out there killing
the caribou but I do think that once
a snowmobile track is laid down, the
wolves use this packed snow as a
super highway and run on it until they
find a track – any track crossing it –
not just caribou tracks, but deer, elk
and moose also and then the kill is on.
That’s what’s killing the caribou, and
the deer and the elk and the moose!
Anybody seeing a lot of deer around
lately except around our towns where
they are somewhat safer?
So I’m all for your proposed
snowmobile ban as long as it is
temporary, until the caribou recover
because the wolves have been
starved out, or until they are extinct
– whichever comes first.
And who is going to pay for
the alienation of this Crown land?
I have a Crown land lease of 1/2
hectare that provides me with access
only (a roadway) and they told me
that they would only charge me the
minimum of $500 per year. If that’s
fair for me then the alienation of a
total of 9,418.5 hectares in sum for
your three proposals at $500 per 1/2
hectare equals $9,418,500 per year
that somebody should be paying the
people of British Columbia for the
alienation of that land. What’s fair
for me should be fair for all, or did
somebody teach me wrong? Hey,
I’m just saying there is value on land
that’s alienated and it’s very arbitrary
for anybody to alienate all that land
on behalf of all the people of the
province for FREE.

So anyway, personally I’m okay
with your proposals to keep the
snowmobiles from making their
killing highways for the wolves
to run on. Somebody made a big
biological mistake in reintroducing
the wolves, in my opinion. So, who
let the dogs out and where are they
now to fix this?
That’s my piece.
R. Allen
Nakusp

Selective praise

In the October 24 VV, Kamil
Aksoylu wrote a piece in honour of
the 96th anniversary of the founding
of the Republic of Turkey, noting that
Turkey is a “pluralistic, secular and
vibrant democracy.” This may have
characterized Turkey prior to the
the current AKP government under
the repressive and authoritarian
leadership of Recep Tayyip Erdoğan,
but not today.
Pluralistic? In 2012 Erdoğan
opened peace negotiations with
the jailed Kurdish leader following
30 years of government repression
and Kurdish guerilla warfare, only
to resume attacking them two years
later. Since the coup attempt against
Erdoğan in 2016, many of the 2,000
academics who signed a petition
only asking the government to
reopen negotiations with the Kurds
have been arrested, fired from
their jobs and had their passports
revoked. In 2017, the United Nations
expressed ‘concern’ over the Turkish
government’s operations and called
for independent assessment for
the alleged “massive destruction,
killings and numerous other serious
human rights violations” against the
ethnic Kurdish minority. As of last
month, Turkey has declared open war
on Kurdish settlements in Northern
Syria.
Secular? Under Erdoğan’s
Islamic-inspired conservative
control the separation between
church (Islam) and state instituted
by Atatük has steadily been eroded,
i.e. government controls the religious
establishment and the secular
education system is dismantled.
Democratic? Starting well
before the anti-government protests
in 2013, the Erdoğan government has
imposed censorship on the press and
social media, blocking sites such as
YouTube, Twitter and Wikipedia, and
has purged the judicial, bureaucratic
and military institutions of anyone
not sympathetic to their rule. This
year the Turkish government
overturned the election of a new
Istanbul mayor only to have that
candidate re-elected in a second vote.
The current populist authoritarian
government calls itself democratic
because it holds elections, but denies
dissent and alternate opinion, and
brands anyone not agreeing with it as
a terrorist. This is why in democracy
rankings, Turkey has now fallen
and is characterized as not-free and
authoritarian. Discussion and dissent

are cornerstones of a full democracy.
Lest we forget, Turkey steadfastly
chooses to deny the genocide in 19151917 when 600,000 of 1.75 million
Armenians were killed. To this day,
any citizen who acknowledges this is
arrested or driven into exile including
the Nobel Prize writer Orhan Pamuk.
Mr. Aksoylu concludes that
Turkey promises to continue to
fight against all forms of terror
and that Turkish Canadians join
the anniversary celebrations with
joy and pride. Perhaps it is time
for Turks living outside Turkey to
raise their voices to condemn the
current government since it is almost
impossible for those living there to
do so.
Jerrel Wilkens
Calgary and Hills

Wear a poppy

November 11. The eleventh hour
of the eleventh day of the eleventh
month. Remembrance Day. Wear a
poppy on Remembrance Day.
With sad faces and manufactured
grief, we remember all those men
who fought in one war or another.
The First World War, more than
100 years ago. The Second World
War, 75 years ago. Korea, Vietnam,
Afghanistan, Kosovo, Iraq, Syria.
Maybe you lost a friend or a relative,
a classmate, a neighbour. Maybe not.
Wear a poppy.
Sad, yes. Death is sad. What
about all those who are stabbed, shot,
killed by a drunk driver? Do they not
deserve to be remembered, too?
What do you remember, they ask.
I was eight years old, sitting astride
a half-pitch tiled roof, waving a little
paper flag. There were six, maybe ten
of us on that roof. A few days earlier,
a teenage boy ran through the street
in the middle of the night: “Vreduh!
Vreduh! Vreduh!!” [Peace! Peace!
Peace!] he yelled, and my mother
hauled me out of bed, threw a
cardigan over my shoulders, and
kicked some kind of footwear in my
direction. Arm in arm we danced
down the street, all who lived there,
in pyjamas, night gowns, dressing
gowns, slippers, chanting: “Oranje
boven! Oranje boven! Leve de
Koningin!!” Over and over and over.
In Hotel The World in Wageningen,
the Germans had surrendered.... May
5, 1945. [‘Oranje boven’ refers to the
House of Orange, the constitutional
monarchy that has ruled Holland
since around 1813. For 100 years,
Holland had a queen; now they have
a king. ‘Leve de Koningin!’ means
Long live the queen.]
But the cannon were still lined up
in the cow pasture across the street,
pointing straight at our house and at
the North Sea beach a few kilometres
behind us. There were tulip bulb
pancakes for breakfast, boiled barley
bread with marmite for lunch, and
stinging nettle soup for supper. Our
neighbours.... our neighbours were
still gone. Forever. They had been
Jewish. There was no electricity, no
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heat, no food.
And that’s why I was sitting
on that roof, frantically waving my
little red-white-blue flag: Canadian
airplanes! Canadian! Flying very
low, dropping food parcels. I waved,
I shouted, I cheered. I could see
the pilot, a Canadian pilot! He was
looking straight at me, and then
he waved back! It is that pilot I
remember, and my throat constricts.
It was the Canadians who
liberated my country. They saved
millions from carpet bombing,
strafing, razzias, starvation, slave
labour, death camps. But that is
never mentioned. We do not talk
about what these men died for, what
they accomplished. I would not have
been here today if it weren’t for those
Canadian soldiers. And when I think
of that young pilot who dropped
food parcels, my eyes overflow and
I want to kneel down and kiss the soil
in honour of those soldiers. Some
things are worth dying for.
Eljse de Boer
Fauquier

Logging on
Balfour Face

The reason Cooper Creek
Cedar (CCC) has faced opposition
(including blockades) to their
operations is because public
‘consultation’ has been one sided
– they inform water users of their
right to log, but will not recognize
Balfour water users’ concerns
based upon previous hydrological,
slope stability, and windthrow
assessments that may conflict with
their road construction methods
and cutblocks. People on Balfour
Face creeks are concerned because
historically we have suffered: (1) a
major landslide into Laird Creek in
2011 affecting more than 100 water
users; (2) recurring avalanches into
Rhymeley Creek (both 1 & 2 due to
a high elevation 79-hectare clearcut
by BC Timber Sales on Balfour
Face to remove interspersed pine
bark beetle infested trees); and (3)
windthrow experienced in blocks
oriented lengthwise west to east – the
direction of the prevailing winds.
I am also concerned because
originally the Equivalent Clearcut
Area on Wyandotte Creek was
determined to be 27% prior to
CCC’s proposed cutblocks, and was
recommended as being only 20% to
prevent excess siltation/increased
spring runoff by prior assessments.
Subsurface water to Wyandotte
Spring was intercepted by CCC’s
new road that accesses their
proposed mid-elevation clearcut on
Wyandotte’s catchment. Downhill,
Wyandotte Spring (the initial surface
emergence of Wyandotte creek)
ceased to flow, despite never having
ceased flowing previously, even
in drought conditions. A waterline
used in summers to transport water
from the larger Rhymeley Creek into
the smaller Wyandotte Creek was
torn and buried beneath this new

road. CCC’s RPF never informed
us of this waterline’s destruction,
not even during a subsequent field
trip to view the road, and claimed
Wyandotte Spring was only seasonal,
and not affected by their road. I
only discovered the waterline’s
destruction during an attempt to
activate the summer line, flowing
from our original point of diversion,
to ensure that the six houses with
water rights on Wyandotte and
Rhymeley Creeks would not be
without water during impending
drought. Fortunately, we had enough
rain to keep Wyandotte Creek just
barely flowing.
Damage caused to our water
system could have been avoided
with meaningful consultation with
water users, and a recognition of
the merits of previous hydrological,
terrain and windthrow assessments’
recommendations. Logging still
could have happened on Balfour
Face – but in a true ‘best practices’
manner – by cable logging more
sensitive cutblocks (fewer roads,
less scarification, less erosion)
rather than the conventional logging
proposed by CCC (skidding and
feller bunching). Portions of the road
could have been floated on top of the
forest floor in sensitive areas of water
catchments, rather than sidecasting,
with up to 8’ cut banks into the side
hill bleeding subsurface water flow
and transporting silt.
Unfortunately, the Forest and
Range Practices Act (established
by the Liberal government 2004
- currently under review by the
NDP government) only pretends
to address adverse impact on
community watersheds’ quantity
and timing of water flow (and not
quality), because it “applies only
to the extent that it does not unduly
reduce supply of timber.”
Kevin Forsyth
Balfour

Message from
MP Richard
Cannings

I want to start by saying that it’s
a great honour and privilege to be reelected as the Member of Parliament
for South Okanagan-West Kootenay.
I’ll continue to work hard to live up
to the responsibility of that position.
It was a hard-fought campaign,
and the landscape of Canadian
politics has shifted somewhat. We
have a Liberal minority government
that received only a third of the
votes cast, the lowest share for
a governing party in Canadian
history. The Conservative opposition
actually received more votes than the
Liberals. In third place is the Bloc
Quebecois, which managed to win
32 seats despite only getting 7% of
the vote. The NDP elected 24 MPs
with 16% of the vote. It’s clear that
a better electoral system is needed
to properly represent Canadians
continued on page 8
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continued from page 7
in Parliament and I’ll continue
advocating for that.
There is concern in some parts of
the country that the new government
does not adequately represent regional
interests, particularly in Alberta.
After spending a considerable
amount of time during the campaign
with the candidates from all other
parties, I can say that we have much
more in common across the country
and across the political spectrum than
our differences might suggest. We all
want a thriving economy, a healthy
environment, affordable housing
and fair taxation. Politicians should
work across party lines to achieve
these goals instead of emphasizing
the things that push us apart.
While the situation seems
complicated, there is actually one
clear mandate that the Liberal
government received from the voters
– to move forward quickly with an
effective plan of climate action. Twothirds of Canadian voters rejected
the Conservative plan to get rid of a
price on carbon and simply hope that
industry will save us. The Liberals
must work with the NDP, the Greens
and the Bloc to set science-based
emissions targets, put them into law,
and create an independent office that
will ensure governments meet those
targets.
Last week I met with my NDP
caucus colleagues in Ottawa. I
met the new NDP MPs and said
goodbye to some of those who retired
or lost their bids for re-election.
Canadians responded well to the
positive message the NDP offered
in the election – such as our plans
for pharmacare, dental care, and
affordable housing – and we will
continue to press the government to
carry out those plans.
This is the time of year when we
remember the sacrifices that the men
and women in our armed forces have
made to protect our country and to
bring peace to conflict zones around
the world. Too often governments
have neglected the needs of veterans
after they have put their lives on the
line for us. We must make sure that
veterans have access to fair lifetime
pensions. Perhaps most critical is
ensuring that veterans have prompt
access to mental health care to
combat the unacceptable rate of
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suicide among members of the armed
forces and first responders.
If you have any comments or
concerns that you’d like to bring to
my attention, contact my office in
Penticton (#202-301 Main Street,
250-770-4480) or Castlegar (1695A
Columbia Ave., 250-365-2792),
or simply email me at Richard.
Cannings@parl.gc.ca.
Richard Cannings, MP
South Okanagan-West
Kootenay

Forest
management
and renewable
energy
development

Economic development? Let’s
refurbish what we have through a
coordinated system of forest resource
management and the production of
renewable forest biomass electricity.
This would:
• improve forest health &
ecosystem habitat
• reduce wildfire risk. BC spent
over $200 million fighting fires in
2018.
• reduce the risks of respiratory
health problems by lessening the
amount of wildfire smoke.
• reduce forest fire carbon
contribution. BC’s 2017 fires caused
an estimated 190 million tonnes of
CO2 emissions.
• enhance forest carbon storage
capacity. Managed resilient forests
are the best storehouses of carbon but
since 2000 AD our BC forests release
more carbon into the atmosphere
than they hold.
• reduce our BC reliance upon
primarily imported fossil fuels
and sell our excess cleaner fossil
fuels to areas that are attempting to
evolve from highly polluting forms
of energy.
• create resilient watersheds for
quantity and quality of water. Many
BC watersheds are highly susceptible
to increasing drought amplifying
quality problems. The BC Auditor
General recently noted that our
Ministry of Health is not sufficiently
assuring the safety of BC’s drinking
water.
• resolve the softwood
issue through improved forest
management. Competitive
differences in respective forestry
management principles and practices
create the issue.
• increase the odds that tourists

will visit BC with clearer summer
skies. Tourism suffered due to the
2017-18 fire seasons. The damage
to Beautiful BC’s brand as a summer
vacation could be just as costly.
• create development by
enhancing our diminishing forest
industry culture with co-generation
plants, refurbished infrastructure,
harvesting, thinning, silviculture,
research and development. Sell our
surplus “clean” fossil fuels to those
that need it as they evolve from
highly polluting energy stock.
BC is fortunate in having
been endowed with an abundant
renewable hydro electric resource.
BUT: 1) not all our energy is supplied
by reservoirs fed by glacier waters.
In a warming climate much of it is in
the form of torrential spring flooding,
unpredictable patterns of rainfall and
even drought during other parts of
the year. 2) ‘Energy stock’ in BC is
more than electricity. BC has over
1.1 million natural gas customers.
There are over 3.4 million gasoline
and diesel registered vehicles on our
roads (plus 20,000 electric vehicles).
3) Much of this ‘non-renewable
fossil fuel energy,’ including natural
gas, is imported. And, 4) energy use
will grow. On a worldwide scale it
will grow monumentally!
Forest energy stock has a future
in BC due to the poor state of our
massively dense and homogenous
forested lands. Spatial diversity,
biodiversity and genetic diversity
increases the resilience of forests.
The ‘choking’ fibre volume is
significantly beyond the ability of
our existing pulp mill capacity to
use. So do we continue to live with
wildfires and have our forests more
overgrown? Do we just continue
burning slash piles out in the forest?
Do we export this unwanted fibre
elsewhere? Or do we develop the
material here? The economics
associated with renewable forest
biomass energy – including inherent
biochemical products – are improving
considering the hidden costs of fossil
fuels and products.
Adapting and becoming
resilient to climate change in an
overwhelmingly forested landscape
requires aggressive leadership and
the concerted efforts of our ‘divisions’
of government, property owners,
communites, conservationists,
businesses, the forest industry and
other stakeholders.
Steven Miros
Deer Park

Automobile
safety: who
decides?

Some background: I graduated
from Ryerson Polytechnical in
Toronto in Mechanical Engineering
Technology, top of the technology
division. While at Ryerson I joined
the Society of Automotive Engineers.
When the modern vehicles came in I
dropped my membership in the SAE.
Five things to consider: 1)
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headlights; 2) cab-forward design;
3) passive restraint seat belts; 4) front
wheel drive; and 5) mag wheels.
#1: At an all-candidates meeting
wannabe MLAs were questioned
about headlights on late model
vehicles, referred to as “a graphic
designer’s wet dream.” Virtually
all heads in the hall nodded in
agreement. All the candidates refused
to respond.
The law once stated that LOW
beams must be focused 150 feet
in front of the vehicle. This was
enforced by RCMP road blocks. A
drop-out from high school physics
knows you cannot focus light in a
plastic bubble. The law was changed
to accommodate the auto industry.
Now we have dim (no more hi-lo)
which must light the road 30 metres
in front of the vehicle.
Recently on TV they were crashtesting new pickup trucks. When they
finished, they stated the only pickup
with adequate headlights to be driven
at night was the Honda Ridgeline.
Provincially it was ignored. The
federal Minister of Transportation
responded. He knew all about it
and said it came from an American
consumer advocate group. He added
that this group only approved two
of 95 vehicles tested in 2016. That
translates to 98% of the vehicles on
the road should not be driven after
sundown.
Funny, I always thought the
people we elect to office, and pay
their wages, benefits, and pensions,
were like our consumer advocate
group.
An interesting coincidence:
about 20 or 25 years ago on the news,
representatives from both American
and Canadian governments made
comments about these headlights.
The American commented most
people only drive on dim anyways.
The whole thing seemed totally
stupid until I watched the movie Erin
Brockovich. Once the public is aware
of a threat they only have so much
time to file class action lawsuits.
#2: The cab-forward design not
only left a big lump beside your left
foot it also left a huge door post to
block your vision. On making a left
turn from Hall St. onto Vernon St.
in Nelson, the driver was unable to
see a pedestrian in the crosswalk. I,
the passenger, had to yell to avoid
a collision, the pedestrian totally
hidden by the door post. On Baker
St. in front of BCAA an old woman
crossed the street. I was first to the
intersection and as she crossed she
was completely out of my line of
sight for a full 10 count.
Later, on the news, a pedestrian in
Vancouver was killed in a crosswalk
by a driver making a left turn. A semi
killed a family at the junction of 99
and 97 north of Cache Creek as they
made a left turn. Did they even see
the semi that killed them?
I talked to the RCMP with
respect to my vehicle. They said
some vehicles on the road are worse.

How many times do design flaws find
their way into accident reports?
#3: Passive restraint seatbelts
have probably taken more lives than
they have saved. One of the first
things I learned about seatbelts and
driving is that you had to be anchored
behind the steering wheel. How often
have we heard “I swerved to miss…
and lost control”? What happened is
you lost your composure behind the
wheel and were unable to maintain
control of your vehicle. Modern
technology should build seatbelts
that pull up to 30 or 40 lbs and lock
to hold you behind the wheel. This
also puts an end to multi-tasking
(distractions) and helps keep focus
on driving. Also, as speed increases
belts should hold tighter. An increase
in speed from 80 kph to 120 kph is an
increase of 50% in speed but a 125%
increase in momentum.
#4: We have front wheel drive
vehicles because they are cheaper
to assemble and produce, not
because they are better. A semi left
Kalesnikoff Lumber and on hard
acceleration to pass the car went
‘snakey’ all over the road. Now
you understand why drag racers in
Vancouver were on the sidewalks
killing people. This was mentioned
to a retired RCMP officer. He said
that is why the RCMP did not use
front wheel drive cars because (his
words) they could not keep them out
of the ‘rhubarb’. When asked, Nelson
RCMP said they have no front
wheel drives. Trail RCMP refused
to answer. Why is it a national secret
as to whether or not the RCMP drive
front wheel drives?
#5: Mag wheels is another
example of a graphic designer’s
‘wet dream’ building vehicles. Look
through the mag wheel and you are
looking at the brakes exposed to
rocks, gravel, salt and all sorts of
corrosion. You would think that for
something as important as brakes
measures would be taken to shield
and protect them.
With these faults, the auto
industry tells us the cars are 55% safer
in the event of a crash. Given airbags
and crumple zones, they probably are.
What about the frequency of crashes?
Ten times more? The industry does
not want people killed, they just
want them to crash, survive and buy
another car. Vehicles produced are the
equivalent of Boeing’s Max 8s. We
are paying for these design flaws with
our lives and our insurance dollars.
The relationship between the
government and auto makers reminds
me of something that allegedly
happened in Nelson. Police pulled
over a vehicle driving erratically.
The owner of the car was drunk and
his friend was driving – his friend
was blind.
So you have a drunk telling
a blind person how to drive. The
industry is driving, the government
is blind.
Ed Varney
Vallican
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New Denver council November, 12: Regular positions for ambulance workers in rural communities
by Kathy Hartman
• A letter from BC Emergency
Health Services (BCEHS) informs
council that ambulance workers in
rural communities can now get regular
positions, as opposed to being on call,
thanks to the ratification of a new
collective agreement between BCEHS
and the union representing paramedics
and dispatchers. “One of the many
significant changes that will come with
this agreement is the implementation of
regular permanent part-time positions in
rural communities. This will reduce our
reliance on casual on-call employees,
and provide sustainable and stable
staffing in smaller communities,” the
letter says.
• Jenn Goodwin, Vice President
of Communications & Culture for
Interior Health, is looking for feedback
from council on IH vision, mission
and values. Councillor Colin Moss felt
this would be a great opportunity to
express rural needs. He feels there is a
disconnect between the rural and urban
vision. Councillors Moss and John

Fyke will work on the surveys provided
by IH and report back to council at the
next council meeting. Moss strongly
suggested council avail itself of all
offered opportunities for face to face
meetings with Interior Health.
• Moss met with Silverton’s
Committee of the Whole and feels
there is an opportunity to work together
to tackle the rat issue. Moss and
Silverton Councillor Tanya Gordon
are the rat liaisons. The two Villages
may share the cost of materials such
as bulk buying traps and/ or brochure
printing. Councillors Fyke and Moss
have agreed to update the New Denver
Village website with more extensive rat
reduction information.
• At the October 23 West Kootenay
Boundary Regional Hospital District
meeting, Mayor Leonard Casley and
Moss met with Interior Health staff,
who announced the imminent rollout
of the Health Ministry’s Primary
Care Network in the West KootenayBoundary area. The plan includes redesignating some community health

centres as ‘Patient Medical Homes’
with the intent of providing a more
comprehensive set of medical services
from the site.
• Casley and Moss brought forth
Sandra Smith’s concern from the
recent Health Advisory Committee
meeting that Slocan residents are not
included in statistics as part of the
Slocan Community Health Centre
user catchment area. Casley and Moss
believe that these statistics influence
decisions by Interior Health and
the Health Ministry, and should be
included. The mayor also mentioned
that IH measures distance ‘as the crow
flies,’ so their statistics say it is 30
minutes from the Slocan Community
Health Centre to Nelson.
• Nine grants were approved from
the Recreation Commission #6: four for
Slocan Solutions, two for Lucerne PAC,
the quilting guild, the curling club, and
karate. All received close to or the full
amount requested.
• The Village will submit a grant
application to the UBCM Community

by Barbara Curry Mulcahy
A 77-year-old Slocan grandmother
is housebound after being attacked
by a dog on the West Slocan Road on
November 1.
The woman, who has asked that her
name not be used, said that while she
was out for her daily four-mile walk,
two dogs charged at her. The dogs were
mid-sized, muscular, and aggressive.
“Things happened so fast,” she said.
One of the dogs jumped up, and when
the 100-pound woman raised her arms to
shield her face, the dog bit the woman’s
left hand and arm. She was knocked
down into the ditch beside the road and
passed out. She came to as another local
resident who had been driving by was
attending to her. As her consciousness
returned, she realized she was bleeding
from a scalp wound. Pain in her groin
was already so severe that she needed
assistance to get in her rescuer’s vehicle.
At the hospital, x-rays determined
that one of the dog bites had broken the
largest bone in her left hand. The bone
was set and all her wounds were cleaned.
Though she was concerned about the
pain in her groin, x-rays showed no
fracture there.
Two weeks after the attack, walking
is still painful for the injured senior. Her
sense of balance is still impaired. Even
using the wheelchair she got after leaving
the hospital is no simple matter. She has
to operate it with only one hand.
The RCMP did not respond to
requests for an interview but the victim
reports that she has been told the RCMP
cannot do anything because “every dog is
allowed one free bite unless it is a vicious
breed.” She said the RCMP said this dog
was “a mutt.”
Walter Popoff, RDCK Director of
Area H (Slocan Valley), says he “expects
the RCMP to investigate this further.”
He says, though it is not widely known,
the RCMP do have the right to seize
a dangerous dog and apply for a court
order to get the animal destroyed. Section
49 of the Community Charter, ‘Special
powers in relation to dangerous dogs,’
covers this issue in BC rural districts.
Popoff said he had researched this
issue previously, even going as far as

the Office of the Attorney General for
information.
Director Popoff said Area H residents
were surveyed in 2011 and 69.2% of the
respondents were not in favour of a dog
control bylaw. Property taxes would
increase to pay for a dog control service.
Popoff said in 2011 the annual cost of
dog control in Area H was estimated to
be $40,000, so the owner of a property
valued at $400,000 would have paid an
extra $22.80 in taxes per year for dog
control. Popoff has been working on
organizing another survey and hopes it
will be available early next year.
Popoff said dangerous dogs “are a
passionate issue for me.” People who
have been injured should report the
incident to the RCMP. If those injured
in Area H contact Popoff with the police
report file number, then he is willing to
discuss the matter with the RCMP. He
will look into making funding available
to cover the cost of housing and feeding

a dog in a dog control facility while
the courts determine if the animal is
dangerous.
Popoff said civil action is another
option. He says courts have awarded
substantial amounts to people injured
by dogs. Dog owners should check their
property insurance to find out if it will
cover the cost of any penalty awarded
by the courts, he said.
Lorie Chortyk of the BC SPCA
looked into this incident and said no
one by the dog owner’s name had gotten
a dog from the BC SPCA. Chortyk
said the SPCA “wouldn’t knowingly
adopt out a dangerous dog.” She said
a board-certified behaviour specialist, a
veterinarian, assesses every dog turned
into the SPCA. People who turn in dogs
are interviewed, too, to learn their dog’s
needs and habits. The vet designs an
individual rehabilitation program for
dogs that need help. If dog issues can’t
be dealt with, the dog is not adopted out.

Dog attacks senior citizen in Slocan Valley

Access road to Valhalla Park’s Drinnon/
Gwillim Trail may be cut short
by Jan McMurray
The Drinnon Pass/ Gwillim Lakes
Trail in Valhalla Provincial Park may
become 2.4 kilometres longer, if a
proposal by the Selkirk Resource District
of the Ministry of Forests, Lands,
Natural Resource Operations and Rural
Development goes through.
The proposal is for the last 2.4
kilometres of the access road, Hoder
Forest Service Road (FSR), to be closed
to vehicular traffic due to its very poor
condition. The road would then end at the
20-kilometre mark, where there would
be a new parking lot and trailhead, and
concrete barriers to stop vehicles from
going any further.
A ministry spokesperson said there
will be consultation on the proposal
with First Nations and stakeholders, but
a public review is not required for FSR
closures. “The ministry has the right to
maintain, transfer and/ or deactivate all
forest service roads.”
The spokesperson said that the
2.4 kilometres of road was added to
Hoder FSR in 2015 with the hopes it

would be maintained. Unfortunately, a
lack of funding has prevented ongoing
maintenance.
“The ministry’s road maintenance
budget is limited, and activities are
based on strict criteria,” reported the
ministry spokesperson. “The ministry’s
maintenance priorities are roads serving
1) communities, 2) rural residences, and
3) high-value forest service recreation
sites. The road in question falls outside
of these conditions.”
The first 20 kilometres of Hoder
FSR are maintained by a tenure holder,
which has a mine at the 20-kilometre
mark.
FSRs are maintained either by
a tenure holder or the ministry. No
other agencies maintain FSRs, the
spokesperson said. When asked if the
ministry takes the characteristics of the
road into account – i.e. the extra 2.4
kilometres is fairly steep and makes the
trail quite a bit longer – the spokesperson
said this is taken into account, but in this
case, “the additional length and grade are
not considered to be severe.”

Emergency Preparedness Program for
$25,000 for equipment and training
for the New Denver & Area Fire
Department.
• An email from the Ministry
of Transportation concerning BC’s
Active Transportation Strategy was
discussed. Councillor Vern Gustafson
was disappointed to see that it
contained little in the way of funding
opportunities or support to create active
transportation. Acting CAO Catherine
Allaway was hopeful there may be
funding offered in the future.
• Moss presented a letter from
someone who is not currently a resident
but is concerned about the risk that
water bottling plants can pose to
municipal ground water resources
around the province. Moss mentioned
that there had been issues in Golden
and Invermere but he wants residents
to know that that Bylaw #579 currently
prevents water bottling from taking
place in this municipality.
• Councillor Gerald Wagner
reported that the Galena Trail bridge
project is on schedule.
• Merchants’ Night this year will be

Thursday, December 5 and 6th Avenue
will be closed from Union to Bellevue
from 4:30 to 8:30 pm.
• From in camera: A resolution was
passed to sign a contract with Nelson
for the provision of financial services,
similar to agreements currently made
between Nelson and Silverton, Slocan
and Salmo.

Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work,
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal
WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS

359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539
3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

Seniors’
Christmas
Tea

Dec 7 from 1-3 pm
Slocan Park Hall
Call 250-226-0008

VILLAGE OF
NEW DENVER
PUBLIC NOTICES

ROAD CLOSURE
– MERCHANTS’ NIGHT

Residents of the Village of New Denver are reminded that
there will be a temporary street closure on 6th Avenue between
Union Street (Hwy 6) and Bellevue Street will take place from
4:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. on Thursday, December 5, 2019 in
order for the Slocan District Chamber of Commerce to hold a
Christmas Merchants’ Night.

END OF OPEN BURNING

Residents and visitors are reminded that outdoor burning is
regulated within the Village of New Denver and permits are
required for all outdoor fires except cooking fires. This fall’s
window for open burning has closed and the next period for
obtaining open burning permits will begin on April 1, 2020.

GARBAGE REMINDER

Municipal garbage collection takes place every Tuesday
starting at 8 am for residential properties in New Denver. A
reminder that solid waste must be bagged (in a manageable
size and weight), tagged and placed in a garbage can before
being placed curbside for collection. Please DO NOT include
recycling, construction materials, hazardous waste, broken
glass, or any items that might tear the bag and cause injury to
the garbage collector.

PREPARING FOR
WINTER SNOWPLOWING

The Village of New Denver reminds residents that snow removal is a priority over the winter months. The Village requests
your cooperation in removing items from the lanes, alleys and
boulevards so that plowing can be done efficiently and safely.

UTILITY PAYMENT REMINDER

If you have not yet paid your 2019 Utility Bills for water and
garbage collection charges, please do so before December 31,
2019 to avoid daily interest charges. Payments can be made
by cash, cheque or debit at the Village Office, or through KSCU’s online payment service. 2020 Utility Bills will be mailed to
property owners in early January. If you have questions about
the status of your account, please contact the Village office.
115 Slocan Avenue · P.O. Box 40, New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
(250) 358-2316 · office@newdenver.ca · www.newdenver.ca
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Nakusp and Harrop-Procter Community Forests get grants to avoid burning slash
Swan says that since 2017-18,
NACFOR has secured $586,000 in
funding from various sources for fuel
management projects.
Nakusp, Kaslo and Creston were
all selected to pilot community-wide,
collaborative wildfire mitigation
projects – an initiative of the RDCK.
Swan says these communities were
selected because they have current
Community Wildfire Protection
Plans and have already done some
wildfire mitigation work.
The Harrop-Procter Community
Forest is also using the FESBC funds
to reduce both wildfire risk and
carbon emissions.
“Eliminating slash pile burning
is a low hanging fruit as far as
carbon emissions go,” says Erik
Leslie, forest manager at the HarropProcter Community Forest. “You’re
avoiding emitting the carbon on
day one – it has a benefit right
away. Using carbon dollars to fund
fuel treatment, which has a carbon
benefit, is a win-win.”
The FESBC funds will be used to
treat 70 hectares above Harrop over
the next two years.
Leslie says fuel treatment projects
to reduce wildfire risk are not really
money-making propositions, so this
funding is appreciated. “We leave
the bigger trees, like Douglas fir
and larch, and remove lots of small
trees that are often less valuable. In
order to make it work, you have to

find a way to make use of or get rid
of those small trees. Slash burning
is by far the cheapest method, but
everyone knows how much slash
has been burned over the decades in
the bush and we don’t want to do it
anymore. We want to get it to Celgar
where it will be made into chips and
used for pulp.”
Leslie says Celgar has recently
started to accept very small trees –
quite a bit smaller than they used to.
He says the FESBC funding
works out to about $10-$12 per cubic
metre or $500 per truckload – about
a 15-20% subsidy. “We requested
funds to help us pay for the difference
between what Celgar will pay us
for this low value material, which
generally would have been burned in
the past, and our costs to cut it down,
collect it, process it, load it on trucks
and haul it. The funding allows us to
ship it and at least break even. It’s
just that extra little bit of funding to
go from seriously losing money to
breaking even.
“We’re doing these jobs for
public benefit – not the great heaps

of cash they generate.”
The Harrop-Procter Community
Forest is currently doing a three-year

fuel treatment project above Procter,
which was also partly funded by
FESBC.

PHOTO CREDIT: ERIK LESLIE

by Jan McMurray
The community forests in
Nakusp and Harrop-Procter have
each recently received grants from
the Forest Enhancement Society of
BC (FESBC) that will reduce carbon
emissions by utilizing wood fibre that
otherwise would have been burned
as slash.
Both community forests are
using their FESBC grants to ship
wood waste to Zellstoff Celgar in
Castlegar to be used for pulp. The
Nakusp and Area Community Forest
(NACFOR) received $19,909 and
Harrop-Procter received $40,000 in
this latest round of FESBC funding.
NACFOR’s FESBC project
is being done in partnership with
Interfor, and is part of the larger pilot
project happening in the community
to reduce wildfire risk. The pilot
project involves all licencees in the
area and is a collaborative approach
to wildfire management. The wood
waste from two Interfor cutblocks,
which are being logged with wildfire
risk reduction in mind, will be
shipped to the Castlegar pulp mill
with the FESBC funding.
“The nonmerchantable timber
that is being shipped to Celgar
would typically be burned, so we’re
reducing emissions by shipping
it,” says Frances Swan, NACFOR
project manager. “We also reduce
the wildfire risk when we take away
the residual fuels.”

The Nakusp and Harrop-Procter Community Forests have both received grants to ensure that
wood waste gets down to Celgar to be used for pulp. Pictured here is Oliver Hale, who does
work for Harrop-Procter Community Forest.

Ferry workers ratify collective agreements with WaterBridge,
head back to bargaining with Western Pacific Marine
submitted by BCGEU
BC Government and Service
Employees’ Union (BCGEU)
members voted overwhelmingly
to ratify collective agreements
with WaterBridge Ferries and
WaterBridge Equipment, avoiding
job action that would have disrupted
service on the Arrow Lake, Adams
Lake, and Francois Lake ferries.
“Our members had one goal
in this round of bargaining—to get
contracts that ensured the long-term
sustainability of these ferries by
addressing recruitment and retention
through wage parity with BC Ferries
and a commitment to successorship
training,” said Stephanie Smith,
BCGEU president. “They achieved
their goal and that’s a huge win for our
members, for their employers and for
everyone who relies on these ferries.”
Inland ferry workers have been
without a contract since March 31,
2019. The WaterBridge agreements
take effective immediately and expire
on March 31, 2022. Talks between
the BCGEU and Western Pacific
Marine (WPM) – which operates the
Kootenay Lake, Glade and Harrop
routes – resumed on November 13,
more than five months after the two
sides reached an impasse in June.
“We’re happy WPM has agreed
to come back to the table,” said
Smith. “We have the same goal
for the WPM contract that we had
for WaterBridge. In the past, our

contracts with these employers have
followed the same principles, and
that’s what we’re aiming for again.”
The union initiated job action on
WPM’s Kootenay Lake route with
a three-day work stoppage over the
Labour Day long weekend and an
overtime restriction that started on
September 18. While the overtime
restriction remains officially in
effect, the union will be authorizing
overtime to ensure all regularly
scheduled sailings on Kootenay Lake
as long as bargaining is ongoing.
“Job action has never been our

objective—our objective is to get
a contract with WPM that achieves
the same goal as the WaterBridge
contracts,” said Smith. “Our
members are keeping these ferries
running during bargaining as a show
of good faith to the communities
around Kootenay Lake – who have
been very supportive – and to their
employer.”
The BCGEU is one of the largest
and fastest growing unions in B.C.
with more than 79,000 members
working in almost every community
and economic sector in the province.

submitted
The Slocan Valley Community
Legacy Society and RBC Foundation
have granted $5,000 to support the
Slocan Valley Unity Mural. Young artists
from New Denver, Slocan and South
Slocan will collaborate to create several
murals. The project will be supported
by the New Denver Youth Centre, W. E.
Graham Community Services Society,
and schools in the participating Slocan
Valley communities.
“It’s so exciting to get this support.
Thank you to the to the funders for
recognizing the impact young leaders
can make,” says youth leader Stella
Carter-Warthe.
The group of Indigenous and nonIndigenous youth will collaborate with
the Salish School of Spokane and other
young Indigenous artists in our region.

Through a process of relationshipbuilding and cultural learning, they will
jointly create a multi-panel artwork that
will be displayed in each participating
community before installation in its final
location, yet to be determined.
In addition to developing creative
skills, this process will help build
understanding and mutual respect among
youth who have few other opportunities
to connect.
“By collaborating across distance
and cultural difference, the students will
develop leadership skills and the ability
to navigate complex situations with
greater awareness and confidence,” says
Andrea Mann, Aboriginal Education
Teacher for School District 8.
“It is projects like this that help us
all to step forward on the journey to
reconciliation.”

$5,000 grant for Slocan Valley Unity Mural

Stay cozy this winter Find them at DeVito Shoes!
Professional fitting, expert service.
with Laurentian Chief
www.vincedevito.com
leather and
rabbit fur slippers!

www.facebook.com/pages/
Vince-DeVitos-SpecialtyFootwear-LTD

411 Hall Street • Nelson, BC • 250-352-6261 • Toll-free: 1-800-337-1622
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Slocan Valley artist Rabi’a wins Sculpture Walk People’s Choice
by Art Joyce
Slocan Valley artist Rabi’a
has won the People’s Choice
award in the 2019 Castlegar
Sculpture Walk.
Now in its tenth year, the
event features 30 works of worldclass sculptural art, offering
$25,000 in prize money annually.
Viewers are encouraged to vote
for their favourite sculpture
via ballot, and the winner of
the People’s Choice Award is
purchased for permanent display
in the city.
Rabi’a’s winning sculpture,
titled ‘Housing Crisis,’ is a
stunning creation of painted
steel pieces welded together. It
was made with all new, bought
steel – a first for her. She usually
works with rusty steel that she
scrounges from bins outside

welding and fabricating shops.
Rabi’a says the piece was
initially inspired by watching
an animated movie called Box
Trolls. “I loved the old world
houses in that film, leaning,
topsy-turvey, uphill and down –
an artist’s dream and architect’s
nightmare,” she said. “I wanted
to make housing units with no
plans for Castlegar, just for me
because I thought of it... and the
rest is history.”
The title of the sculpture
came to her as she was putting
all the separate housing units
together. “A name was needed
and ‘Housing Crisis’ seemed
timely, subtitled ‘With Creative
Solutions.’ At the same time
there was talk on CBC radio
of flooding in Quebec, hence
the long legs that support the

sculpture.”
Rabi’a is a self-taught artist.
“Sculptural, three-dimensional
pieces just seem to suit my
nature,” she says. “Welding steel
together is just magic.”
And there’s no danger of
running short on material. “I love
finding the negative spaces left in
steel. Scrapyards in Vancouver
are my favourite. Really, the stuff
is everywhere and these random
pieces make for interesting
creations.”
Rabi’a won the People’s
Choice Award in 2016 as well,
with the piece ‘Imagine the
Stories’ she created with Carl
Schlichting. Many of her entries
have been purchased or leased,
and are on public display –
‘Dancing Myself’ is at the top of
Hall Street in Nelson and ‘Huge

‘Housing Crisis: With Creative Solutions’ by Slocan Valley artist Rabi’a was the People’s Choice piece in this year’s
Castlegar Sculpture Walk.

Message from Slocan Valley Legion
Lest We Forget. The Slocan
Valley Legion would like to
thank everyone who attended our
November 11 Remembrance Day
services at the Slocan cenotaph
and the Legion Hall. We would
also like to take this opportunity
to thank the people of the Slocan
Valley and the members and
friends who helped at and/
or supported our fundraising
events. In the past year, thanks to
your support and a Community
Gaming grant, we have donated a
total of $26,880 to the following:
$3,000 Food Bank, $2,530 New
Denver Pavilion, $500 West
Kootenay Science Fair, $2,000
Slocan Community Library,
$2,500 School Food Program,
$1,500 WEG Service Society
Tech Program, $75 Annual Easter
Egg Hunt, $2,000 Halloween
Hoot, $2,700 Veterans Programs
& Xmas gifts, $3,000 Seniors’
Luncheon Program, $1,000
KLDH Foundation, $500 Kids
Help Phone, $1,500 New Parents’

Program, $375 Appledale Day
Care Program, $100 Track &
Field Programs, $100 Slocan
Community Band, $1,000
Bursaries, $1,500 Network for
New Parents Program, $1,000
for a snowblower for the Slocan
Skating Rink. Our hall is also
donated for the use of funerals/
memorials. The Slocan Valley
Legion area coverage is from
Summit Lake to the Playmor
Junction. The Legion is Canada’s
largest veteran support and a
cornerstone of communities

across Canada with one of the
largest volunteer bases in the
country. We exist so Canada
never forgets. Applications
to become a member of the
Royal Canadian Legion are
available by phoning 250-3552672, or drop by the Legion in
Slocan on Sunday evenings or
go to the Legion website www.
legionbcyukon.ca. Check out
benefits that are offered to Legion
members. Dues are only $45 per
year at the Slocan Valley branch.
Anyone can be a member.

by Moe Lyons
A large crowd gathered
at the cenotaph in Greer Park
in New Denver to remember
the soldiers and others who
died in war in the last century.
Later many people went to the
Bosun Hall, decorated with
thematic art from students
at Lucerne and WE Graham
Schools, for a brief service.
Rather than a glorification of

war, the day’s proceedings were
clearly grounded in a wish for
peace. Silverton’s Gary Willman
brought the issue into the current
moment, saying, “The cost of
freedom is extremely high but
so important people are willing
to travel thousands of miles to
seek safety.” He added: “The
values that keep us together are
more important than those that
keep us apart.”

New Denver Remembrance Day

and Foolish’ is near the Columbia
Basin Trust building in Castlegar.

For more information
on the Castlegar Sculpture

11
Walk visit: https://www.
sculpturewalkcastlegar.com
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Thank you to
all veterans for
your service.

The Kaslo Remembrance Day Parade, led by piper Al Barclay.

250-353-7409

Dieter Otte lays a wreath on behalf of the Nakusp Rotary club at Nakusp’s Remembrance Day ceremonies.

Pacific Inland Pole & Piling Co. 2004 Ltd.

And at the going down of the sun
We shall remember them

510 Broadway Nakusp 250-265-3662
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Lest we
forget

Box Lake Lumber
Nakusp • 250-265-4767

Our veterans and loved ones gave
us the gift of freedom. We remember
their sacrifice and service with
sincere gratitude and thanks.

Lest we
forget

PHOTO CREDIT: DAYNA FIDLER

The colour party lowers flags at New Denver’s Remembrance Day ceremonies

The Valley Voice
wishes to recognize
the contribution
of our veterans to
building peace in
the world

PHOTO CREDIT: PENNY PENNER

The Slocan Remembrance Day parade, from the Legion to the cenotaph at the Wellness Centre.

250-265-4388

HUB INTERNATIONAL
INSURANCE
NAKUSP • 250-265-3631

Stan Fenton, veteran from Edgewood, at the Remembrance Day service at the Edgewood cenotaph.
Over 100 people attended this year, then gathered at the Legion for a home-cooked lunch.

Wars are poor
chisels for carving out
peaceful tomorrows.

– Martin Luther King, Jr.
Rutabaga’s Natural Foods
Main St. New Denver

If ye break faith with
us who die,
We shall not sleep,
though poppies grow
In Flanders fields
John McCrae
Branch #20

Galena Contractors • Nakusp • 250-265-4100
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Vaccine choice demonstrators march in Nelson
by Art Joyce
Does the state have the right
to compel parents to disclose their
children’s vaccination records?
Does it have the right to compel
vaccinations? Those were the issues
that motivated a group of between 30
and 50 parents and grandparents to
march on Nelson’s Baker Street on
November 2.
The march was organized by
local group Our Choice, and included
members of Vaccine Choice Canada,
including VCC president Edda West
of the Slocan Valley. Among other
issues, the marchers were protesting
regulation introduced by the BC
government in July requiring parents
or guardians to report the vaccination

JO’S JEWELRY

Custom work and repair
in silver and gold
Now taking
Christmas orders
Call for your
appointment today
(250)358-2134.

Have a unique piece of jewelry
created just for you.

status of their school-age children.
Until recently, exemptions from the
vaccination program for children
have been allowed based on parental
choice.
A statement issued by the Our
Choice group made it clear that they
are not “anti-vaccine” and “believe
this term to be a calculated term of
division” used by the media.
The Our Choice group and
VCC say they support “true,
informed consent, medical freedom
and personal choice in the use of
pharmaceutical vaccine products.
Where there is risk, there must
always be choice.”
One young mother with the
group, who spoke on condition
of anonymity, said she was never
informed by her doctor of the risks
when her baby was vaccinated. At
18 months old, her son was given the
DTaP (diphtheria, tetanus, pertussis)
vaccine. In the weeks that followed he
developed chronic upper respiratory
infections, a listed adverse reaction.
Within two months he developed
pertussis despite being vaccinated
for it, was given steroids to help him
breathe, and was diagnosed with
asthma. At his four-year-old checkup
he was given several more vaccines,
causing an immediate reaction and
subsequent decline in his health.
Now 11, he has been diagnosed with
autism spectrum disorder, ADHD
and DMDD – a childhood condition
of extreme irritability, anger, and
frequent, intense temper outbursts.
West says BC’s new vaccination
registration plan never went through
an actual legislative process. “The
Public Health Act was amended
to accommodate mandatory

disclosure of vaccination status, and
a requirement that parents have to
attend a vaccine education class and
they have to attend an interview with
the medical officer of health with
their children. So we haven’t seen
anything about exemption forms. It’s
pretty draconian because we have the
right to the privacy of our medical
records and right now they’re forcing
the disclosure of your child’s medical
record.”
VCC has hired Canada’s top
constitutional lawyer Rocco Galati
to launch a challenge to the Province
of Ontario, which has been moving
toward mandatory vaccinations for
school-age children, eliminating a
parent’s right to exempt their child.
“They force parents to sign an
affidavit in which they agree that by
not vaccinating they’re putting their
child’s health and life in danger,”
says West, “and it’s compelled
speech, because some parents don’t
agree with that statement. But they’re
forced to sign it in order to send their
children to school. We’re seeking
to have these mandatory clauses
removed, so that vaccination is a
purely voluntary act, that nobody can
force anybody to inject these very
potent, complex biochemical drugs
into your child or your own body.”
Recently there has been increased
incidence of state governments
in the US passing legislation to
eliminate vaccine choice. But not
all are convinced the science of
vaccines is settled, including medical
researchers and immunologists.
A 2010 Harvard University study
came to the conclusion that children
suffered adverse reactions in one out
of 39 cases, not the one in a million

commonly claimed by medical
authorities. In the US, a separate
vaccine injury court, the National
Vaccine Injury Compensation
Program, was established in 1988.
It has since paid out $4 billion
in compensation to families and
individuals who have suffered injury
due to adverse vaccine reactions,
though only to one third of those
who filed claims. In Canada there
is no program to compensate those
with vaccine-related injuries except
in Quebec. There is a database
known as the Canadian Adverse
Events Following Immunization
Surveillance System (CAEFISS)
requiring doctors and medical
authorities to report adverse vaccine
reactions.
Many of the parents in the
Nelson march were concerned that
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the adjuvants used in vaccines –
including aluminum – have the
potential to cause their children
serious and lasting harm. A UBC
study published in 2011 concluded:
“Aluminum is an experimentally
demonstrated neurotoxin and the most
commonly used vaccine adjuvant...
the notion that aluminum in vaccines
is safe appears to be widely accepted.
Experimental research, however,
clearly shows that aluminum
adjuvants have a potential to induce
serious immunological disorders
in humans,” including “long-term
brain inflammation and associated
neurological complications” with
“profound and widespread adverse
health consequences.” Children
are particularly vulnerable, as their
brains and immune systems have not
fully formed.

Vaccine choice demonstrators march in Nelson November 2.

Hills mailboxes broken
into on Halloween
by Jan McMurray
Canada Post has confirmed
that there was a break-in at the
community mailboxes in Hills on
Halloween night.
“We take the security of the
mail very seriously and we work
closely with police in such cases,”
said Nicole Lecompte of Canada
Post. The police investigation of the
incident is ongoing.
Lecompte said all affected
customers were notified of the breakin, and were advised to pick up their
mail at the New Denver post office
until the community mailboxes were
replaced.

Support the
Valley Voice
with a voluntary
subscription

Only $10-$30
Send Cheque or Money Order
to: Valley Voice, Box 70,
New Denver, BC
V0G 1S0

When this type of incident
occurs, Canada Post asks customers
who have not received an expected
parcel to inform the sender, who
may initiate a claim with Canada
Post Customer Service at 1-800267-1177. Canada Post encourages
customers concerned about identity
fraud to contact the Canadian AntiFraud Centre at 1-888-495-8501.
They also encourage anyone who
witnesses any suspicious activity to
immediately inform the authorities
and Canada Post Customer Service
at 1-800-267-1177.
Some tips to help secure your
mail and protect your identity:
collect your mail daily; if you plan
to be away, use Canada Post’s Hold
Mail Service to suspend delivery
until you return; when you move,
file a change of address request with
Canada Post and inform your bank
and other institutions; use post office
box service if you wish to receive all
of your mail at an address other than
your designated mode of delivery;
use Canada Post’s FlexDeliveryTM
service to have the occasional mail
item delivered to a post office of
your choice.
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Edgewood photographer wins big in Professional Photographers of Canada competition
by Jan McMurray
Edgewood photographer
Tasha Hall had a strong showing at
this year’s awards banquet of the
Professional Photographers of Canada
- British Columbia on November 2 in
Vancouver.
Hall had four images accepted
into the competition, and she won a

trophy, an award and two honourable
mentions. She was also one of seven
finalists for the 2019 Photographer of
the Year Award.
Her image, ‘Ancient Memories’ – a
double exposure depicting a family of
elephants inside an elephant – earned
her the Jan de Haas Trophy for the
Most Creative image in the entire

competition, as well as the Best in
Class award in the Fine Art class. Hall
created ‘Ancient Memories’ with two
photographs she took while on holiday
in Tanzania.
She received an honourable
mention for her entry in the Animal
class – a photo of a dog – and for her
entry in the Conceptual Illustration

Edgewood photographer Tasha Hall won a trophy and an award for her photograph ‘Ancient Memories’ at the annual awards banquet of the
Professional Photographers of Canada - BC earlier this month.

Awards presented to members of New Denver ambulance crew
by Moe Lyons
The helipad at the Slocan
Community Health Centre in New
Denver was the site of an awards
presentation for local ambulance
workers on Tuesday, November 12.
Unit Chief Sara Rainford presented
Joe Matthews with a 20-year service
award while Dave Bryan received
a 15-year service award. A special
‘Stork Award’ went to Joe Matthews,

Scott Benedict and Sara Rainford for
helping to deliver a baby en route!
BC Ambulance Service District
Manager Doug Garland came to New
Denver to deliver the awards and
congratulate the recipients.
The crew currently consists of
seven members, which is really
good news for this area. Rainford
says, “Seven crew members are
significant because historically, rural

and remote stations have struggled to
have enough crew to maintain good
coverage in a community. We are a
pager crew with small call volume,
which translates into challenges
in earning a living at a remote
station. The fact that we have had
experienced crew move into the area
with young families has really helped
to stabilize our schedule and provide
reliable service to our community.”

New Denver Ambulance Unit Chief Sara Rainford presents Joe Mathews with a 20-year service award. Left to right: Dave Bryan, Sara Rainford,
Doug Garland, Joe Matthews, Dean Spankie (community paramedic), Scott Benedict, Casey Law. Missing from photo: Audray Wright.

class – a farm portrait called ‘Three
Generations of Farmily.’
Farm portraits are Hall’s specialty.
“I’m the only person I know of who
specializes in family portraits of people
and the whole farm all together in one
portrait,” she said in an interview.
Hall has lived in Edgewood for
the last seven years, and has been a
professional photographer for three
years. “I came to Edgewood to help
my dad out on his farm for a while and
then I stuck around… I met a cute guy
and couldn’t leave.”
She moved onto a farm in
Edgewood with her partner. Her
career as a farm portrait photograher
“all started when I wanted to make a
Christmas card of all of our animals
and us in one portrait. Once that went
out on the internet, people started
asking if I could do it for them, too.”
Hall says she books week-long

tours in different regions, where she
photographs one farm a day. “We’ve
been pretty busy this year – we’ve
done Prince George, Creston, the
Lower Mainland, the Okanagan. It’s
so much fun!”
The competition earlier this
month included 168 images from
photographers from all over BC
and other parts of Canada, and was
judged by a panel of five qualified
craftsman and master photographers.
Only ‘Ancient Memories’ and one
other image in the entire competition
were given “excellent” scoring by the
judges.
Hall has nothing but praise for the
Professional Photographers of Canada.
“I would recommend PPOC to any
photographer who wants help and
support,” she said.
Check out Hall’s website:
bcfarmandfamilyphotography.com
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Silverton council, November 12: Regional Emergency Program presentation
by Moe Lyons
• The meeting opened with a
presentation on the RDCK Regional
Emergency Program from Chris
Johnson, Emergency Program Manager
for the RDCK. This was an overview of
the program, and he said he was “happy
to come for a longer session at any time.”
•The Official Community Plan
Phase 1 is complete, and copies of the
mail-out survey for property owners
should be in the mail by November 19.
PDF copies will also be available online.
• The question of removing problem
fruit trees on Village property arose for
the third time. Apparently neighbours are
willing to take responsibility for the main
problem tree, and to talk to the person
whose property it abuts. Councillor K.
Gordon is following through on this. The
larger question of the rest of the trees was
not dealt with.
• Both Councillors K. Gordon
and Arlene Yofonoff reported on the
community composters. The one by
the bridge has been removed and taken
to New Denver, because of a citizen
complaint and the high demand for
the service in New Denver. There are
now two composters in Silverton, at the
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skingcivil@hotmail.com
4619 Hwy 6, New Denver, BC V0G 1S1

recycling depot and near the church.
The mayor and the rest of council agree
they’d like the third composter back and
installed somewhere else in the village.
Council also suggested better signage
about how to use the composters, and
expressed concern about how difficult
it is to turn the composters when full.
• CAO Hillary Elliott reported
that she’d been in contact with various
provincial agencies concerning cannabis,
land use, policy and licensing. “Silverton
Council has stated they are open to
cannabis retail in Silverton... I am also
following up on cannabis production
and options available to Council... I am
looking for tools to allow for cannabis
retail and for a case-by-case option for
cannabis production in zoned areas for
light industrial use, only.”
• Elliott stressed that residents need
to make sure laneways and boulevards
are cleared of all debris before snow
plowing begins. Notices will be sent to
residents that do not comply.
• Memorial Hall upgrades are still
in the works, awaiting confirmation of
CBT funding to build a storage room,
replace the south-facing windows, and
extend the roof line to prevent further
deterioration of the building envelope
on the north-facing wall.
• The Village named Tanya Gordon
as Rat Control Liaison. Terms of reference
for the job, to “coordinate with the New
Denver Rat Control Liaison regarding
education and community assistance,
where appropriate,” were kept vague
to give her as much leeway as possible.
Gordon will make recommendations
to council. A community member
purchased 200 WildSafe brochures about
rats and donated them to the Village
of Silverton. They are available at the
Village office and may be distributed
throughout the community at a later date.
• The Village agreed to receive a
donation of the old pump organ from
Zion United Church from the Silverton
Community Club. It has been determined
there is room in the museum for the
organ.
• On Friday, November 15,
MLA Conroy was planning to host
a roundtable in New Denver, with

Minister of Environment George
Heyman in attendance. Councillor K.
Gordon and Councillor Main expressed
interest in attending. Main is particularly
interested in raising the question of water
protection.
• Mayor Jason Clarke reported on
his meeting with Matt Murray, Energy
Planning Director for the EcoSociety’s
100% Renewable Kootenays initiative.
Two big questions are, who are the
“stakeholders,” and how to target the
citizenry so they are aware of the
initiative. It was suggested that door
knocking is the most effective strategy.
Public engagement sessions will be at
7 pm on November 19 and February
18 at Memorial Hall. The Village will
provide the venue, and the EcoSociety
will provide facilitators and content.
Clarke also was part of a Climate
Caucus meeting on October 21 which
focused on communication and
education, and engaging with other
levels of government.
• Councillor Leah Main reported on
the local Health Advisory Committee.
“Now that we have certainty (for 18
months) around physician presence, our
focus can enlarge toward addressing,

or at least discussing, other matters
such as health transportation, other
medical support services including
nursing, diagnostics, etc.” Main also
said, in relation to the new “client-centred
approach” with the two new doctors here,
“All the health professionals I have been
talking to are really positive about it.”
Main also reported on her work
with New Denver to establish a resident
advisory group for 100% Renewable
Kootenays initiative and the RDCK
Community Sustainable Living
Advisory Committee meeting, dealing
with invasive species, climate action,
power rebates for off-grid homes, a
Biofuel Business Plan, and a Watershed
Governance Workshop on December
12. She also mentioned her exciting
helicopter ride to view the work on the
Galena Trail.
• Councillor K. Gordon reported on
her Municipal Emergency work. She
said the training in October was “well
done, well coordinated, and fun.” She
also attended a provincial Emergency
Management session, and discovered that
Emergency Social Services need looking
into. One important reminder was that in
an emergency, a close eye must be kept

on all staff involved so they don’t find
themselves in danger from taking on too
much responsibility. Also discussed was
the need for regional training on the use
of available equipment.
• The Village will donate the
use of Memorial Hall to the Healthy
Community Society for the Harvest
Dinner on November 16.
• Various appointments for 2020
were made: Councillor Arlene Yofonoff
as council’s representative on Rec
Commission No. 6, with Tanya Gordon
as alternate; and Barbara Fuhrer as
Silverton’s community representative
on the Slocan Valley Economic
Development Commission.
• In response to a request from MLA
Karine Conroy, November has been
declared Adoption Awareness Month.
• In the public question period, Don
Broughton raised the question of proper
maintenance of the campground, saying
he had noticed campers having to clear
away debris, and one site half filled with
gravel throughout the season. He asked
whose responsibility it is to see that
campground maintenance is well done.
Mayor Clarke said council would take
his input into consideration.

by Barbara Curry Mulcahy
Chief Financial Officer Colin
McClure reported at Slocan’s
November 12 council meeting that
the Village is “on target to end the
year in line with budgeted operating
revenues.” His report covered the
third quarter of Slocan’s financial
year (ending September 30). So far,
the Village has received almost $1.2
million dollars, 67% of the expected
income of $1.78 million.
McClure said there was “a lot of
good news” – 50% higher revenues at
the campground” plus higher returns
for investments (now placed in a
high interest savings account) more
than covered this year’s decrease in
building permit revenue and Wellness
Centre rental income. Almost all
unconditional grants are yet to be
received but this is only because a
number of capital projects and fire
mitigation work are in the process of
being completed. McClure expects
that the “current actual to budget
variance will recede by year end.”

The only major change in
expected revenues will be for
conditional grants. The Village is still
working on a viable business case for
the microhydro project. (BC Hydro
ended its program to buy electricity
and the Village is looking for a new
buyer.) Half a million dollars of the
conditional grant funds were tied
to the microhydro project. It seems
unlikely any major work will start on
this project this year, so at year end
likely only the conditional revenues
tied to other projects will have been
received.
McClure said expenses in the
operating budget “are within the
expected parameters.” So far, Slocan
has spent nearly $490,000, only
42% of the $837,608 budgeted for
expenses, largely because some major
bills (fire mitigation, Main Street
waterline replacement and, possibly,
water treatment membranes) will be
received near year end. McClure said
that the $50,000 budgeted for the
hydro feasibility study will probably
remain unspent this year.
The long-anticipated waterline
replacement is going to cost $42,000
more than budgeted for three reasons:
construction cost estimates are dated;
the Village had originally planned
that Public Works staff would do the
work but they have been too busy;
and no one remembered to include
costs for a temporary overland
water system for residences and
businesses while the waterline was
under construction.
McClure said there was “a bit
of an operational challenge” for the
water utility budget. “As council
is aware and approved, there were
some unforeseen and unbudgeted
capital expenditures required at the
water plant.” Whether the unexpected
expenses go in this year’s budget or
next year’s depends on when the
bills arrive.
To date, Slocan has invested
$87,611 in capital in 2019. This is

only 7% of the nearly $1.2 million
capital budget. This lack of spending
is completely due to the hold up with
the microhydro project. Only $1,143
has been spent of the half million
dollars budgeted for microhydro.
“Council has taken on a lot of
projects in the last couple years,”
McClure said and many are being
completed. This year the Village
upgraded its office computers and
the library’s floor, bought a snow
removal push blade, and removed
the logger sport site. The Main Street
waterline replacement is underway
and expected to be completed by
year’s end. Excavations on the
waterfront project are expected to
begin by December 2 though the bulk
of the project will happen next spring.
The Slocan City Suites project will
be completed as soon as a plumber
finishes the connection to the septic
system.
Depending on when the new
membranes for the water treatment
plant arrive, this project will be
completed either late in December
or in January.
Some projects will be carried
forward to 2020. The Legion Hall
upgrade has been held up yet again.
Building materials for the fire stairs at
the rear of the building did not qualify
as “heritage.” Bob Inwood is working
on a new RFP and it is hoped that the
project can start in the spring. There
may be an additional cost of $20,000
if the design includes metal stairs.
The Harold Street stormwater
drywell project and the breakwater
anchoring project have also been
delayed till next year. Though specs
for a new excavator have been
worked out, probably the equipment
won’t be purchased this year. It is
likely that Fortis will replace the
Village’s streetlights with LED bulbs
next year.
The Village is still investigating
the best way to upgrade the Expo
Park ball field irrigation system.

Slocan council receives third quarter financial report
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Nakusp council, November 12: Staff housing now permitted in C4 Highway Commercial zone

by Katrine Campbell
• The Village of Nakusp held a
public hearing regarding the proposed
amendment to Zoning Bylaw 614, to
add staff housing as a permitted use
in the C4 Highway Commercial zone.
The hearing was held immediately
before the regular council meeting.
Mayor Tom Zeleznik read the agenda
for the hearing, which was to allow
people to speak up for or against the
amendment. Although five people
attended, none spoke up. The hearing
was adjourned at 6:34 pm.
During the regular meeting, the
bylaw amendment was given third
reading and adopted.
• On staff’s recommendation,
council approved the Temporary Use
Permit application from Halcyon
Hot Springs for 209 - 2nd Ave NW
so Halcyon Hot Springs can use
the building as a hostel, under the
condition that a manager reside on
site. The permit expires May 1, 2020.
Also, if there are any incidents that
violate the ‘Good Neighbour’ bylaw
or any other bylaws, council can, at its
discretion, revoke the permit.
Councillor Joseph Hughes asked

for any incidents to be reported to
staff, to be forwarded to the mayor
and councillors. The CAO agreed.
At the end of the meeting,
resident Bruce Patterson attempted
to comment on Halcyon’s application.
Patterson said he lived next door
to the house in question, which
currently houses staff from Halcyon
Hot Springs. He said he and his
neighbours want to make sure that if
the temporary permit goes to May 1,
“that’s the end of it.”
The mayor cut him off after a few
minutes and told him council could
“not receive any representation…
from members of the public after the
conclusion of the hearing,” which had
been held October 28.
• The mayor and CAO met with
BC Hydro’s Jen Walker-Larsen
on November 6 and discussed a
breakwater for the ramp. WalkerLarsen suggested a design similar to
Shelter Bay’s, but Zeleznik said that
breakwater had a lifespan of only 10
years and suggested instead installing
‘boomsticks’ (logs fastened together
with chains) as easy to change, easy
to repair, and with much simpler work

involved.
Hughes said BC Hydro “should
have complete responsibility for
an operable, year-round marina.”
He noted a previous council was
offered $100,000 by BCH to fix the
breakwater. The money was refused
because the council was afraid BCH
would then wash their hands of further
responsibility, Hughes said.
• The mayor urged council and
citizens to respond to a call from
Interior Health to help it “refresh
our vision, mission and values… we
want to ensure our purpose and path
forward are a clear and meaningful
foundation to our work together.”
It’s important that everyone
gets involved, Zeleznik said, and
asked people to go to the following
webpages to complete the short online
surveys: ihvisionengagementinternal.
q u e s t i o n p r o . c a ;
ihmissionengagementinternal.
q u e s t i o n p r o . c a ;
ihvaluesengagementint.questionpro.
ca. The surveys will remain open until
December 6.
• During reports from council
and administration, Councillor Susan

DeSandoli said some seniors were
concerned about the continual hospital
ER closures. The mayor said he had
spoken to Health Minister Adrian Dix
and “he is well aware and working on
it.” He also suggested speaking to Dr.
Norman Lea for advice “on what we
can do about it.”
• Hughes said he would
bring to the next council meeting
recommendations for the Mixed Trail
Use Committee for terms of use and
make-up of the group, which he said
should include all users. “It’s great
to get a lot of minds at one table,”
he added.
• Councillor Ken Miller said other
municipalities allow ‘passageway’
through town by ATVs at reduced
speed, to get to trails, and suggested
the Village look into it.
• The mayor announced the LightUp tree would be a 30’ spruce erected
in front of the courthouse.
He attended the West Resource
Recovery Committee meeting where
directors discussed raising the tonnage
rate from $100 to $110. They also
talked about longer hours at the
Nakusp site, on summer Mondays to

by Jan McMurray
Paul Allen, accomplished
songwriter and guitarist from Nova
Scotia who now lives in Nakusp, was
in the running for the International
Singer-Songwriter Association’s
Acoustic Artist of the Month Award
in October. Awards are given to the
candidate with the most online votes
at the end of the month.
“I was surprisingly neck-and-neck
most of the way for first place but alas,
was unable to win in the end,” Allen
said in an interview. “I was however
the runner-up, so given it was an
international competition, I feel pretty
good. It’s a nice endorsement and
another sign of acknowledgement of

my life’s work as a songwriter.”
The winner was Justin Tate, a
rapper from Tacoma, Washington also
known as Mr. Eighty8 Music. He won
by only 120 votes.
Paul Allen and his wife, Petra,
have been performing together as
AllenSong for four years. “We played
our first concert together in June
2015,” recalls Paul. “I was putting
together a solo act of original songs
and wanted to hear some harmonies
so I taught Petra the harmony parts.
People said our voices blended well
so we became a duo. In fact, people
ask when Petra will be singing lead
on a song!”
Over his long career, Paul has

performed across Canada and has
played with various groups, most
notably funk-reggae band Activate
and his critically acclaimed group
Viewer Discretion. He has shared the
stage with artists like Kenny Shields
and Streetheart, Messenjah, Grapes of
Wrath, Spirit of the West, Jann Arden
and Sarah McLachlan.
His music gets airplay on
radio stations and online platforms
around the world. He is a two-time
Recording Industry Association
(RIA) songwriting award winner, was
a semi-finalist in the 2018 Canadian
Songwriting Competition, and has
been nominated twice for Kootenay
Music Awards.

Paul says he’s very grateful for the
online votes he received in the ISSA
competition from AllenSong fans
all over the world. “I am especially
thankful for the support of all the local
people in the Kootenays, our new
home base, who discovered me as a
result of the untiring publicity efforts
of my wife, Petra.”
The Allens “stumbled into
Nakusp quite by accident,” Paul says.
They lived in Calgary and planned a
weekend of canoeing on the Slocan
Lake one summer but it ended up
raining the whole time. They decided
to travel a little further down the road
and ended up in Nakusp. “We were
impressed with the scenic beauty, the
size of the lake and the distinct lack
of population. We eventually got sick
of the ‘big city life’ and moved to an
acreage south of Nakusp and now
would never live in the city again.”

Nakusp songwriter Paul Allen makes good showing in international competition
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9 am - 3:30 pm, to help construction
contractors.
The campground committee
invited Slo-Pitch President Zac Wethal
to their meeting to discuss a different
entry point into the ball fields. For
the next meeting, the Nakusp Seniors
president will be invited to attend to
discuss this entry point and offer their
concerns and ideas.
Zeleznik attended the Nakusp and
Area Youth Society (NAYS) AGM
and meeting that followed. NAYS
has set up a November 22 meeting for
its board members with CAO Cheryl
Martens, treasurer Mark Tennant and
the mayor.
He attended the Arrow Lakes
Caribou Society all-member
committee meeting on the proposed
maternity penning project and other
concerning issues that will involve
ministry officials and the Village.
• Bylaw 677-1, 2019, Amendment
to Reserve Fund Establishment, was
given three readings. The amendment
states that council approves a
sponsorship fee of $2,500 for a
Downtown Revitalization bench, and
that the monies generated from the
sponsorship fees would be placed
into a reserve to offset the costs of
maintaining the benches.
• Council authorized Arrow &
Slocan Lakes Community Services
(ASLCS) to take on the responsibility
of emptying the Village’s two
recycling bins currently on Broadway.
Council also allowed ASLCS to install
two more bins, one at the corner of
Nelson and Broadway by the marina,
and the other by the beach area.

Nakusp
Badminton

for adults & NSS
students

PALS HAS KITTENS!!

Have you been waiting for a kitten?
PALS has beautiful little kittens ready
soon to be adopted! Call PALS today
at 250-265-3792 to find out
more about these little beauties!
Support PALS by coming out to our
CREATIVE HANDS CRAFT FAIR
on Saturday, November 30th at the
Nakusp Arena Auditorium.
WEEKLY SPONSOR:

Paul and Petra Allen, also known as Allensong, of Nakusp.

Nakusp
(250) 265-3635 www.selkirkrealty.com

We play every
Thursday evening
7:00 to 9:00 pm at
the NSS Gym
Oct. 24 - 2019 to
April 23 - 2020
Please bring non-marking
inside shoes & a racquet
(we have some racquets available)

Drop-in Fee: $2

All Levels
Welcome!
For more info call Lee-Anne
250-265-3326
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Slocan council, November 12: Campground revenues jump 50% over last year
by Barbara Curry Mulcahy
• The 2019 Springer Creek
Campground Operators’
Report was greeted with much
enthusiasm by council. Mayor
Jessica Lunn pointed out that
revenues at the campground
have quadrupled since 2012.
This year’s earnings of $62,327
were 50% higher than last
year. Lunn called the revenues
“pretty incredible.”
Council passed eight
resolutions in response to issues
raised by the operators’ report.
Staff will contact the Slocan
Valley Historical Society,
Chamber of Commerce, and
neighbouring Villages to obtain
maps for hikers and brochures
on Japanese internment history
and indigenous sites in the area.
Staff will get quotes for bearproof food caches and for the
installation of laundry services,
and the required electrical
upgrade, for the campground,
to be reviewed during budget
discussions. (During public
participation, two residents
said a laundromat in the village
which all residents could use
would be better and would
preserve the natural beauty of
the campground.) Public Works
staff will install a screen on
the men’s washroom window
and ensure picnic tables and
benches are in place before the
season opening.
Requests that the operators’

Advertise
in the
Valley Voice.
It pays!!!

Call 358-7218 for
details
valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

contract be renewed with an
additional 50 hours of staff time
(as they had to volunteer time
to cover the extra work required
by the successful season) were
referred to the January council
meeting. Discussions about
wood supply and delivery
were also referred to contract
negotiations at a future meeting.
Staff were directed to research
other municipal campground
operations, maintenance and
contracts for comparison at the
January meeting.
• Council directed staff
to complete the provincial
referral for the Columbia Basin
Broadband Corporation’s
project to deploy a marine
fibre-optic cable on Crown land
(Slocan Lake, Summit Lake,
and Upper Arrow Lake). Mayor
Lunn explained that in Slocan,
the cable would run from the
spur by the transfer station,
down Harold Street, to the lake.
• CAO Michelle Gordon
reported that the Village
has $1,338.62 in its RDCK
Discretionary Fund and
$47,084.48 in its RDCK
Community Development
Fund. The RDCK allocates
$900 to the Discretionary Fund
and $9,037 to the Community
Development Fund annually.
This year the Village also
received an allocation increase
of $3,696 for the Community
Development Fund.
Council approved two
Discretionary Grants: $750
for the 2019 Halloween Hoot
and $425 to WE Graham
Community Service Society
for their 2019 Food Bank
Christmas Hamper Program.
WEGCSS had asked for
$1,000, a big increase from the
usual $200 village contribution.
After some discussion, council
decided $425 would support
what Councillor Joel Pelletier

Fir wood
pellets

Bird Seed
& Feeders

Fence Posts
& Fencing

Stove Pipe, Stoves
& Accessories
Wood cutting tools,
Saws, Chains, Oil,
Files

Animal feed for
chickens, horses,
pigs, sheep,
llama, dogs, cats
& more
Septic Tanks, Pipe
& Fittings

Fall bulbs for beautiful
spring flowers

called and others agreed was a
“great service.”
• Mayor Lunn reported
on the many meetings she
has attended. She noted that
a resolution was made at the
RDCK board meeting to plan
a service to regulate special
events that have entry fees.
Location, hours, noise and
fire are being considered for
regulation. Lunn drew attention
to the 100% Renewable
Kootenay Working Group
engagement session to be held
at the Legion in Slocan at
6:30 pm on November 25.
She thanked the Legion for its
Remembrance Day ceremony.
• Councillor Perriere
reported on the newly
revitalized Spirit of Slocan
Committee. “Absolutely
fantastic, just what we needed,”
she said. The Christmas tree
light-up will be at 6 pm on
December 1. Residents can
sign up at that event for the yard
and house decorating contest.
Carolling and contest judging
will occur on December 22.
Councillor Burly Van Bynen
reported that the Halloween
Hoot was “like a huge family
get-together.” Councillor

Ezra Buller reported on the
Displaced Worker Workshop he
attended in Nelson on October
25. It was hosted by Columbia
Basin Alliance for Literacy and
Decode Literary Solutions.
• Council agreed that
Brendan Murray-Nellis of
Raven Acupuncture could sell
Fitness Centre passes at the
Wellness Centre Clinic. Mayor
Lunn pointed out that this would
support the Village’s goal to
make the Wellness Centre a hub
for wellness in the community.
• Council agreed to
write a letter of support for
the Kootenay Adaptive Sport
Association and the RDCK’s
Job Creation Partnership project
to replace boardwalks at the
Winlaw Regional and Nature
Park. This project would create
six jobs for Slocan Valley
residents.
• Mayor Lunn read a
message about National Child
Day written by the children at
the Valhalla Early Learning
Centre and Natalie Lucas. The
message is a reminder that
children have a right to inherit
“a mother earth they can live
in safely.” The message will be
placed in the Village newsletter.

• A grant application
submitted to the Community
Energy Leadership Program
in support of a solar lighting
project for the Tenacity Skate
Park did not receive funding.
• MLA Katrine Conroy
was planning a roundtable
meeting in New Denver on
November 15, with Minister of
Environment George Heyman
in attendance. It was decided
that Mayor Lunn and all
available councillors would
attend. Council agreed that
it would be good to discuss
invasive marine species and
integrated pest management
with the minister.
• As is traditional, the
Village will contribute $500
to the Slocan Fire Department
towards their Christmas party
and provide each member of
the department with an annual
pass to the Fitness Centre for
2020.The Village office will
close as usual for the Christmas
holidays, this year from
December 20 through January
5. Public Works employees will
be off work from Christmas
Day through December 30.
Staff, though, will be on call for
to remove snow and to handle

emergency work. Staff use
vacation time or leave without
pay to cover days not covered by
holiday pay. The only garbage
collection cancelled will be
commercial garbage collection
on December 27.
• Council adopted a Council
Procedures Bylaw. The bylaw
had been reviewed in September
and given three readings at
the October council meeting.
The new bylaw consolidates
the original procedures
bylaw with amendments and
adds a traditional territories
acknowledgement statement.
• During Public
Participation, council was
asked if after the recent dog
attack, they would support a
joint effort with the RDCK,
Silverton, and New Denver for
dog bylaw enforcement. Mayor
Lunn said she was willing to
discuss this. Council was also
asked to continue working for
more health care in the region.
Despite the arrival of the new
physicians in New Denver, the
nurse practitioner still has a
two-year waiting list for new
patients in Slocan. Council was
adamant the issue would not be
dropped.

by Moe Lyons
The Coin Laundry in New
Denver, which up to now has
been open 24/7, has been
forced to limit its hours to 8:30
am to 7 pm from now on. Why
this is happening is a smalltown tragedy, the sort of story
no one wants to have to tell.
In 2012, the New Denver
laundromat shut down. Local
resident Wendy Harlock, who
lives rurally south of Silverton,
says, “I couldn’t see the town
not having it. I thought it
would be an economic disaster
for the village. Particularly
in the summer, if campers
couldn’t do their laundry here
they would go somewhere
else.” So, having not the
least interest in running a
laundromat business, she
bought it.

Typical for Wendy’s
community-oriented attitude,
she saw it as something more
than just a place to wash
clothes. The laundromat
having never been locked,
she decided to leave things
that way. “I liked it that it was
a warm, dry space available
to whoever needed it. And
it worked. The kids used it
as a hangout, sometimes it
gave them a place to make
out a little, and occasionally
hitchhikers slept there, that
sort of thing. It worked.
Nothing bad happened until
last year.”
Then someone ruined
it all. The big table in the
laundromat was defaced with
deep gouges, consisting of
a swastika and vicious antiSemitic graffiti.
Suspecting it might be
the action of some local
youth, Wendy approached the
principal at Lucerne School.
She asked if the school
teaches the students about the
Holocaust (it does), and asked
that the incident be brought
up at the school assembly.
The school’s shop class took
the table and repaired it with

a new cork surface, which
art teacher Donna Hicks and
a student decorated with
paintings. Two weeks later the
table was vandalized again.
Later, a scatological
remark was scrawled in the
laundromat log, kept in the
office in the back. Post-it
notes were stuck on all the
machines saying, “Out of
order,” attached to random
phone numbers ripped from
notices on the bulletin board.
On Saturday, November
9, someone put candy in
several of the machines. The
front door was also damaged.
“This was the last straw,”
says Wendy. Fortunately, the
cleaner discovered what had
happened when she went in
on Sunday morning, thinking
it was likely the laundromat
would need some sorting out

because youth from the local
youth centre had probably
been in the night before.
Does anyone know who
is responsible? Wendy says
she is sure some people do,
particularly some of the kids
who were in the vicinity when
it happened, but no one will
come forward. She’s had it. “It
costs me time and money and
I am not going to put up with
it.” So at great inconvenience
to herself and to her many
friends who will help her
open and close the doors, she
decided she had to restrict the
hours. She may be available
to make private arrangements
with people who have to use
the building during off hours.
How does this make
her feel? “Sad,” she said. “I
wanted it to be available to
those who needed it.”

submitted
In the November 7 issue of
The Valley Voice we reported
that the Columbia Basin Trust
had granted almost $1.4 million
for new and improved child
care spaces in the Basin. The
story focused on Hibberson’s
Family Child Care, which
received $4,000 to buy new
equipment.
There are four other
projects in the area that were
also successful in obtaining
funding. The biggest project
is in New Denver. Two empty
classrooms at Lucerne School

will be renovated to create 46
new day care spaces. School
District #10 Arrow Lakes will
get $250,000 from the Trust for
this project.
The Kootenay Lake
Independent School Society
in Kaslo will create an addition
to the Periwinkle Centre with
its $28,189 grant. In Slocan,
WE Graham Community
Services Society received
$13,150 to build a bike path
and greenhouses. The Earth
House Country Playschool in
Winlaw gets $3,340 to improve
the outdoor activity area.

New Denver laundromat under siege

Support the Valley
Voice with a voluntary
subscription

Only $10-$30
Send Cheque or Money
Order to: Valley Voice, Box 70,
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

Considering
Community Service?
Consider Nakusp Rotary

Call Mayumi for Details: 250-265-0002

More daycare spaces
funded by Trust
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Kaslo council, November 12: First meeting to start off with arts and culture presentation
by Jan McMurray
• This was the first council meeting
to be preceded by an arts/cultural
presentation. Chris Cullen gave an
opening introduction and Kevin John
played guitar and sang two of his
original songs, ‘Jaded’ and ‘FourLane Highway.’ Council has agreed
to a 5-10 minute arts presentation at
the beginning of one council meeting
per month, coordinated by the North
Kootenay Lake Arts and Heritage
Council.
• Resident Anne Malik made
a verbal presentation about a Gift
Acceptance Policy. Staff will research
this further and report back to council.
• John Southam, RDCK Building
Manager, and Paris Marshall Smith,
RDCK Sustainability Coordinator,
gave a presentation about the BC
Energy Step Code. This is a tool
that assists builders and government
to reach the 2032 goal of all new
construction in BC being ‘net zero
energy ready.’ The code has five steps,
incrementally improving the energy
efficiency of buildings. The RDCK
is working towards Step 1 for all new

small buildings by December 31,
2019, and is encouraging builders to
achieve Step 3 for all new construction
in the RDCK in preparation for
the mandatory provincial deadline
of December 31, 2021. There are
incentives and training available
through the RDCK.
• Council received the minutes
of the Buildings, Village Assets and
Housing Committee meeting of
October 24. As recommended by the
committee, Village staff will tour all
municipally owned buildings, with
tenants if applicable, to assess their
condition. The assessments will be
provided to the committee.
• Council received the minutes
of the Parks, Trails and Public Arts
Committee meeting of October 23. As
recommended by the committee, CAO
Ian Dunlop will prepare reports on the
feasibility of the Village implementing
and managing the current tree policy;
possible grants and a Request for
Proposals for a tree planting plan;
joining the Castlegar Sculpture
Walk program for public art; and the
feasibility of flood prevention measures

at the Logger Sports grounds.
• Councillor Rob Lang reported
that Kaslo may have the opportunity
to host an AKBLG (Association
of Kootenay Boundary Local
Governments) workshop next year
on accessibility friendly tourism, to be
attended by 40-50 people.
• Mayor Suzan Hewat reported on
her attendance at the 125th anniversary
celebrations for the Kaslo Masonic
Lodge on October 27, and at a
retirement party held November 2 in
honour of Chelsea Van Koughnett,
executive director of the Kaslo Hospice
Society.
• CAO Dunlop reported that the
Village has received an extension on
the sewer grant funds, so can spend
the remaining $36,000 next spring.
Staff will investigate extending sewer
service to the Periwinkle and Vimy
Park washrooms. Two property owners
took advantage of the opportunity for
late connection to the sewer system.
• The Village will submit an
application under the new Invest
Canada Infrastructure Program for the A
Avenue waterline project, and perhaps

other water system upgrades such
as UV treatment. An Environmental
Health Officer has advised that UV
treatment will be required to meet
provincial standards by 2025.
• Eric Burton of Factor 5, consultants
hired for the North Kootenay Lake
Revitalization Project, led a workshop
with the Economic Development
Commission on November 4, reported
the CAO. Local opportunities for
investment attraction and business
retention were discussed.
• CAO Dunlop reported that
FortisBC has recently informed him
they won’t be replacing streetlights
with LED, as they claim all streetlights
belong to the Village. Dunlop will
follow up and report back.
• Council received the updated tree
report from Mumby’s Tree Services,
and forwarded it to the Parks, Trails
and Public Arts Committee.
• The Kaslo Outdoor Recreation
and Trails Society (KORTS) is
planning to repair the erosion along the
Kaslo River Trail that occurred in 2012.
The plan is to install a concrete curved
wall to protect the bank at this location,

by Jane E. Burton
The seventh annual Kootenay Lake
Summit presented by the Friends of
Kootenay Lake (FOKL) at Taghum Hall
on November 8 promised participants
dinner and a full menu of information
on how climate change has and will
impact Kootenay Lake – BC’s third
largest natural lake.
Dr. Martin Carver, hydrologist and
FOKL chair, believes climate change
is making the whole Kootenay Lake
system “a little edgy.” After the summit,
he told the Valley Voice, “I hope that
the larger community will take home
that this lake that we value so much is
changing. Be it the climate above the
lake, the watersheds around the lake, the
water levels of the lake, or the aquatic
ecosystem itself, it is all changing.
The adjustments to date are just the
beginning of much greater changes that
are in store for this lake.”
The evening summit featured
eight speakers. Conference organizer
Camille Leblanc, FOKL Assistant
Environmental Manager, described the
event as “the most ambitious summit
agenda to date. We featured eight
speakers covering eight different topics
on such a complex issue as climate
change. It’s amazing to realize that all
of this was covered in one evening!
This was all made possible by our
talented MC David Reid, and the
professionalism of our speakers.”
Sticking to strict time limits, the
presenters sprinted through PowerPoint
presentations on their topics. It became
clear that there are many high calibre
scientists living in this region working
on climate change. The agenda steered
us through the trends and predictions, to
the impacts, and ended with resources,
solutions and calls for action.
Dr. Mel Reasoner led off by
explaining that it is trends that count
and it is important to not get distracted by
weather variability. The Kaslo weather
station has been collecting data for over
100 years and this data conclusively
shows the warming trend. Mean average
temperature has increased 1.6°C in the

last 100 years while the global rate of
warming is 1°C. Over the last 50 years,
our mean average temperature has gone
up 2.8°C. Both summers and winters are
warmer, especially in the 50-year range.
Precipitation is changing as well: on
average, spring and fall are increasing
and summer and winter precipitation
is decreasing. Dramatic effects can be
seen by looking at glaciers in the region,
particularly mid-elevation glaciers,
which are basically gone.
The data Reasoner referenced can be
found at a newly launched portal: https://
basinclimatesource.ca/. He concluded
that while there is uncertainty with all
climate models, the biggest uncertainty
is around which emissions pathway we
will take.
Conservation ecologist Greg Utzig
talked about how the warming climate
impacts vegetation and forests. Using
three models that extend to 2080, he
described the potential changes. “The
first of three models with a couple
of degrees warming, shows more
Ponderosa pine around Kootenay Lake,
more grasslands around Creston, upper
elevations change from Engelmann
spruce and alpine fir to cedar and
hemlock. In the last hot dry model, things
look really nasty, grasslands half way up
the mountains and upper elevations have
become open stands of Ponderosa pine.”
Impacts are already apparent – birch
are dying in this area due to climate
change, and yellow cedar on the coast is
freezing to death because their shallow
roots are not getting a snow blanket to
protect them.
Utzig concluded with the warning
that there is a limit to our ability to
adapt to the changes, our resiliency can
only go so far, and the mitigation that
is needed to stop the process is to stop
CO2 emissions.
Dr. Carver ran through an analysis
of the climate impacts to Kootenay Lake
water levels and described the lake’s
complex system of water management
as dictated by international agreements.
From the hydrologic and climate models,
he outlined five trends: higher winter

flows, more precipitation and more
falling as rain; earlier snow melt, warmer
earlier, and the freshet is earlier; higher
peak flows; earlier peak flow; and lower
summer/ fall flows. He believes the dams
provide an opportunity to moderate some
of the negative effects but their efficacy
will be tested due to the complexity and
competing priorities of the system.
Forester John Cathro described the
incredibly overstocked forests that must
be thinned and made climate resilient
to lower the fire risk. He was optimistic
it can be done because it is being done
locally. “The community forest in the
Slocan Valley is leading the province if
not the country in how to do this work,”
he said.
As the trajectory of the presentations
headed toward solutions, the audience
heard from Khaylish Fraser of the
Central Kootenay Invasive Species
Society, who said that climate change
is aiding invasive species spread by
weakening ecosystems; but, the primary
culprit is still human activity, which can
be changed.
Juliet Craig from the Kootenay
Conservation Program demonstrated a
new Stewardship Solutions Toolkit. At
https://kootenayconservation.ca/toolkit/

you can click on the interactive map to
see what resources are in your region.
The Slocan Valley for example contains
information on 18 different resources
ranging from Firesmart programs to
incentives for sustainable farming to
swallow surveys.
Rory Gallaugher and Carol Luttmer
described how the new Living Lakes
Columbia Basin Water Monitoring
Collaborative aims to make water
monitoring dollars go further. If you
are interested in participating, email
groundwater@livinglakescanada.ca.
Laura Sacks from the Citizens
Climate Lobby read some quotes that
inspire her to work to make positive
change. One slide said “FEAR can mean
two things: Forget Everything & Run or
Face Everything & Rise.”
The evening ended with Alyssa
Taburiaux and Jamie Hunter from
Nelson’s Fridays for the Future
organizing committee. Their next climate
strike will be November 29 in Nelson
and Trail and will include a clothes swap
to bring attention to clothing industry
emissions. They ended their presentation
by leading the audience in chanting,
“We are unstoppable, another world is
possible.”

Climate change is making the whole Kootenay Lake system “a little edgy”

which is on Village-owned land. The
society has applied for provincial
approval to do work in and around a
stream. Once approvals are in place,
fundraising for the project will begin.
In the meantime, there is a bypass
around the erosion. Council received
a copy of the society’s application to
the Province.
• Three letters were received
regarding the paving of the River Trail
from the Moyie to the lagoon – one in
support of the paving and two against
it. The one letter was from a resident
thankful for the improved accessibility;
the other two were from residents who
felt the paving was inappropriate in
the Lakefront Protection Area (LPA),
as designated in the Village’s Official
Community Plan. Development in the
LPA requires a development permit and
an environmental impact assessment.
• Council received a letter opposing
the planned installation of a streetlight
at the intersection of the Back Road
and J Avenue. The new development
of lots along the west side of the Back
Road triggered the requirement for the
streetlight, as specified in the Village’s
subdivision bylaw.
•Aletter from Kristy Danby informs
the Village that the reconstruction of the
cubby room at Periwinkle will occur in
August 2020, now that all the funding
for the project is in place.
• Council accepted Austin
Engineering’s proposal to complete
detailed designs for the Kaslo River
Dike and Bank Remediation project,
and to submit the environmental permit
application for the project, at a cost of
$34,299.40.
• The Kaslo infoNet Society has
received $278,000 in grant funding
for its Fibre in the Lake project. A
requirement of the funding is to erect
a sign acknowledging the funders.
Council gave permission for the sign
to be installed on Village land, where
the fibre enters Kootenay Lake, for one
year. KiN will be responsible for the
costs and all liability.
• Trish Bennett was awarded the
campground contract for another five
years, starting January 1, 2020.
• Bylaw 1245, to expand the
specified sewer area no. 1, was given
three readings.
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We have lots of cards in store, including
a good selection for Christmas.
Stop by for a browse Monday through
Saturday.
250.353.2566
408 Front Street, Kaslo, BC
www.figmentscanada.com

Kootenay Lake Summit audience listens to Greg Utzig outline climate change impacts on
Kootenay Lake.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

AINSWORTH HOT SPRINGS
RESORT will be closed Thursday
December 5, 2019 for our annual “Staff
Appreciation” day which excludes
public access and patronage. The hot
springs will re-open regular hours on
Friday, December 6. The Ktunaxa Grill
will close at 2 pm on the 6th for a private
event. For more info please visit www.
ainsworthhotsprings.com

GARDENING

BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza.
250-353-2282.
KASLO HOUSING SOCIETY Housing
Coordinator, assisting residents of Kaslo
and Area D with affordable housing.
Office hours: Tuesday 1-3, Wednesday &
Thursday 9-12 or by appointment. #23 The
Langham, Kaslo. 250-353-8363. Funding
for this position thanks to CBT and RDCK/
Kaslo EDC.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

WHAT AN AMAZING OPPORTUNITY
to live your dream and own your own
business. Become the proud owner of the
Valley Voice and a quaint building on the
main street of New Denver. The newspaper
business can provide a modest living for you

ACCOMMODATIONS

Grow Your Own
Indoor & Outdoor Garden
Supplies, Knowledgeable Staff,
Winter Hours
Mon – Sat 10 am - 5 pm
November – February

Your ad could
be here for only
$11.00 + GST

RECYCLING
COMPUTER

CLASSIFIED ADS

and your family, and wonderful community
connections. If you are so inclined, we
would love to show you the ropes and stay
as long or as little as you need us. We have
absolutely loved our life as newspaper
people! Give us a call at 250-358-7218 for
a chat, or email valleyvoice@valleyvoice.
ca. Yours, Dan & Jan.
THINKING OF STARTING, buying
or expanding your own business? If so,
Community Futures offers business loans,
counseling & training; and delivers the
Self Employment program in the Arrow
& Slocan Lakes area. For more info leave
a message at 265-3674 ext. 201 or email
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.
WORK YOUR DREAM JOB and be
your own boss with help from the Self
Employment program at Community
Futures! Through this program you will
receive business plan instruction and
ongoing business training and coaching
while you start your business. And if
you’re eligible you will usually also receive
financial support for the first year. To learn
more call 265-3674 ext. 201 or email
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

ghghghgh

Your ad
could be
here for
only $19.50
+ GST

COMING EVENTS

ST. ANTHONY’S 46th ANNUAL FLEA
MARKET: November 30, 10-2, Bosun
Hall, New Denver. Tables $25. Call Bev
Casley 250-358-7771.
SQUARE DANCING! 5 piece band
‘Eldorado Hoedown’ and live caller
November 23, 6:30-9 pm at the Bosun Hall
in New Denver. Beginners are welcome.
Call 358-7158 for information.
G O AT M O U N TA I N S C H O O L
SOCIETY AGM – Tuesday, December 3,
2019, 7 pm at Lucerne library.
HEALTHY COMMUNITY SOCIETY of
the North Slocan Valley AGM – November
27 at 7 pm at the Lucerne School Library.
Come hear about our school greenhouse
and garden projects, breakfast and lunch
programs, community composting project,
and more. All welcome!
JUSDANCE NAKUSP! Free-form dance
night at the Firehall upstairs in Nakusp
every second Saturday. November 30,
December 14 & 30, 7-9 pm. World Fusion
music. By donation. www.facebook.com/
groups/jusdancenakusp
LANGHAM FLIKS FILM SERIES
presents DOLCE FINE GIORNATA Friday

Bikes, Skis,
Snowshoes
Sales and
Maintenance
• Guesthouse •

Call Shon
250-265-3332

shonsbs@gmail.com

The Valley Voice November 21, 2019
Nov 29, 7pm. This compelling drama about
the romance between a free-spirited, Jewish
Polish Nobel-winning poet and a much
younger Egyptian man in Tuscany, made
turbulent after a terrorist attack in Rome.
Tickets $10 at the door 6:30pm. www.
thelangham.ca
SLOCAN VALLEY ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
will be meeting Thursday December 5
in the Slocan Village Office Chambers
at 6:30. For more information contact
slocanvalleyedc@gmail.com
JOIN THE VALLICAN WHOLE
COMMUNITY CHOIR at their Annual
Holiday Concert and Seasonal Sing-a-long!
On Sunday December 15, from 3 to 5pm, the
Vallican Whole Community Choir invites
you to join voices with our harmonic singers,
directed by Sharon Lang (250-226-7191) at
the Vallican Whole Community Centre. Our
Seasonal Singalong is a seven-year tradition
and is a great way to kick off the holiday
season! We would also like to welcome
special guests, the Family of Friends Choir
and some members of the RhythmDance
Drum Orchestra. We provide mulled apple
cider and goodies at this festive occasion

• BICYCLE

WE DO OIL CHANGES – We stock oil & filters
for most common vehicles! • NEW TIRE
SALES – Installs, Repairs & Changeovers •
GENERAL MAINTENANCE & REPAIR

STEEL TOE JOE’S
Automotive Repair
Joe Shaw

Owner & Journeyman Technician
3804 Pine Rd. Krestova, BC

Alongside Mountainberry

778.454.0180

CLEANING

250-358-7199

stjautomotive@gmail.com

PHOTOGRAPHY
Open 1 pm to 4:30 pm Tues. to Sat.

Your ad could
be here for only
$11.00 + GST

TUES

Hand & Soul
Wellness Centre

202 Lake Avenue, Silverton

CHIROPRACTOR: Dr. Larry Zaleski

Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care
Silverton: Mondays & Friday afternoon – Winlaw & Nakusp on Alternating Wednesdays (plus every 4th Thursday
afternoon in Winlaw)

COUNSELLOR: Sue Mistretta, M.A.

19 years experience helping clients working with anxiety,
depression, grief, self esteem, health crisis, life transitions
or simply are feeling stuck or uninspired.

Offices in Silverton & Winlaw

Call 250-358-2177 for appointments
Visit www.handandsoul.ca

Support the
Valley Voice
with a voluntary
subscription

Only $10-$30
Send Cheque or Money Order
to: Valley Voice, Box 70,
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

DAWN DEVLIN

Advanced Ortho-Bionomy Practioner
& Certified Reflexologist

20+ years experience
For Appointment in Nakusp call:
Phone: 250-265-1796 • www.dawndevlin.ca

Dr. Michael Brennan • Chiropractor
Over 10 years experience
Appointments can be scheduled by contacting
his Nelson office at 250-352-5135

Dr. Brennan comes to New Denver and Nakusp every week:
Slocan Community Health Centre on Tuesday Afternoons;
Arrow Lakes Hospital on Wednesday.
Offering Chiropractic, Concussion Management, Cold Laser Therapy,
Custom Orthotics, Auto Injury Care and many more services.

www.activebalancechiro.ca
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and admission is by donation. It is a family
affair and supervised children are very
welcome. The Grassroots Grammas will
also be there with their annual Christmas
‘Take a decoration, or 2 or 3 and leave
a donation’ fundraiser, for the Stephen
Lewis Foundation and will have Yummy
Christmas Baking for sale. The Vallican
Whole Community Centre is located at 3762
Little Slocan South Road. See you there!”
WHOLE SCHOOL BLUE MOON
COFFEE HOUSE FUNDRAISER!
Saturday, December 7, 5:00-9:00 at the
Vallican Whole Community Centre! Music,
Indian dinner, bake sale, & silent auction.
Admission $3 (kids 12 and under free).
Dinner $12/adult, $6/child. No alcohol
please. Call (250) 226-7737 for info.

FOR SALE

AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING
CONTAINERS 20 ft. and 40 ft. sizes.
Kootenay Containers Sales & Rentals,
Castlegar. 250-365-3014.
WATKINS PRODUCTS, HAND
CRAFTS – Bertha Williams, #11 – 217
Zacks Rd. 250-265-9080.
GRAB YOUR PEW! Or antique pressedback oak chair, or hand-embroidered table

HOURS
9 AM - 9 PM

linens. 50% of proceeds to benefit New
Denver Area Affordable Housing Society.
See these and other collectables: Silverton
General Store, Dixie, 250-551-5088. Donated
by Turner-Zion United Church of Canada.

HEALTH

SHADE TREE MASSAGE THERAPY
now taking new clients in Winlaw.
Restorative, palliative, relaxation,
mobile available. Call or e-mail Jessica
Coonen RMT for appt. 250-226-6887 or
shadetreemassagetherapy@fastmail.com
YOGA IN SILVERTON – THE INWARD
JOURNEY: Monday mornings 9-10 am.
Honour your body by reducing stress,
building strength, flexibility and balance.
Upper story of the fire hall in Silverton.
Only 5 minutes from New Denver. Open
to all levels. Come and share mindfulness
and the exultation of inner flow.

HELP WANTED

REPORTERS WANTED in Nakusp &
Area and Kaslo & Area for the Valley Voice.
Are you community minded and want to
practice your writing skills? Contact Jan 250358-7218 or valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca.
WANT TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN
THIS WORLD. Enjoy the satisfaction of

Your ad could
be hereOpenfor
only
Thurs - Sun
$11.00 + GST

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

CLASSIFIED ADS

helping someone stay in their own home.
Spectrum Home & Family Care needs
people who can assist with: housekeeping,
personal care, home care, meal prep,
companionship, working with diversified
adults and more. If you have any of these
skills please call 250-265-3842(office), cell
250-513-0558 or email spectrumcares@
telus.net for further information. We look
forward to hearing from you soon.
BURTON COMMUNITY
ASSOCIATION job posting: Janitor
position for community hall. To apply,
mail resume with qualifications and job
experience, too. Burton Community Assoc,
PO Box 83, Burton, BC V0G 1E0.
Questions, call Warren: 250-265-3191. All
applications must be received by Nov. 29,
2019. Job starts January 1, 2020.

NOTICES

SINGING HU EACH DAY can lead to a
deeper understanding of yourself and why
things happen the way they do in your life. It
opens your a0.wareness to new viewpoints
and attitudes. Anyone can work with the HU
regardless of age, background, or religion.
http://eckankarblog.org/sound-of-soul
Eckankar, The Path of Spiritual Freedom.

HAIR
AVA’S
Hair Studio
Tuesday THRU Friday
– By Appointment –

358-7769

303-6th Avenue (Main St.), New Denver

Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

BIG DOG MUSIC
421 6th Ave, New Denver
250-307-0163

Bill Lander
REALTOR®
250-551-5652
bill@billlander.ca

I show all my listings!
Serving the Slocan Valley for the
16th year.
Offices in Nakusp, Nelson & Kaslo

518 6th Ave • New Denver

DI’S ESTHETICS

Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area.
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm

Certified by the Province of BC to test drinking water

Gaia Tree Whole Foods

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

Community Market

– FULL SERVICE SALON –
Lash Extensions - $90 - Introductory price
manicures • pedicures • waxing & more
Lash lift & tint - $55

WINLAW • 250-226-7318

GIFTS

• All Organic Produce
• All Organic Grains

Mon-Sat 9-6
Sunday 10-4

CAFÉ & CRAFTS

119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0

250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290
email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca

Community Discount Day:
Last Friday of the month

Call 250-358-7218 for details

Chartered Professional Accountant

New Market Foods

– Bulk Ordering –
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Business Classifieds start at $10.00

H. A. Benson Inc.

• Guitars and Accessories • Musical
Instruments • Vintage Vinyl Records • New
Vinyl Records • Stereo Equipment - Turntables
7 A.M. - 3 P.M.
11 A.M. - 3 P.M.

ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS
a problem in your life? AA, NA and ALANON (family) meetings can help. For
information on AA: in New Denver, 250358-7158; Nakusp, 265-4216; Kaslo, 3539617; Heart of the Slocan Valley, 551-4104;
Playmor Junction, 226-7252. For NA: New
Denver, 358-7265. For AL-ANON (family):
New Denver, 250-551-6540. Please, if you
can’t get through, try another number.
CARPENTER CREEK LAST
WISHES SOCIETY provides
information on preplanning for death
and advice for alternative funeral
arrangements. Ph: 250-777-1974. www.
carpentercreeklastwishessociety.ca

AGRICULTURE

Downtown Winlaw • 250-226-7255

slocan city
trading

Fall Hours
Open Wednesday Saturday
10:30 am - 4:00 pm
From Dec. 2nd
Open Every Day!

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30

Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

buy • sell • trade
guitars • cars • art • antiques
• musical instruments
250-355-2299
9 to 5
Repair and refinish guitars,
Kaslofurniture
Clothes etc.
Hanger
We buy guitars

Support the Valley Voice with
a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30
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NOTICES

NELSON & AREA ELDER ABUSE
PREVENTION Resource Centre: 250-3526008 NelsonElderAbusePrevention@gmail.
com/ www.nelsonelderabuseprevention.ca.
Drop-in Wednesdays 12-2 pm, 719 Vernon
Street, Nelson. Nelson and District Seniors
Coordinating Society.
HAVE YOU OR SOMEONE YOU
KNOW been sexually assaulted and want
help? Call the Interior Crisis Line 24/7 at
1-888-353-CARE to discuss your options or
go directly to Arrow Lakes Hospital or your
local emergency room for confidential care.

OBITUARY

PETS

PROUD OF MY DOG: Group classes,
free on-line training. SPCA AnimalKind
accredited. Learn more at www.
proudofmydog.ca

SERVICES

B L A Z E K I N G / VA L L E Y
COMFORT Wood, Electric & Oil
specialist: sales, installations, service,
inspection & consultations. Duct
cleaning & sanitizing; Ductwork,
Chimneys, Oil tank removals, BC
ventilation solutions & HRV design and
installations. K.F. Kootenay Furnace
Ltd. 250-355-0088.

It is with heavy hearts that we announce
the passing of Bartel Skeete. On October 31,
Bartel passed away suddenly after having
been in poor health for many years. He was
a wonderful man: kind, caring, generous and
honourable. He will be greatly missed by all
those who knew him but most especially by

COMMUNITY/CLASSIFIEDS

his family and close friends.
Despite the poor health of his later years
Bartel had lived a full life. He was born in
New York City on June 21, 1941 and was
raised there. His life’s path would take him
from the coffee houses of NYC to travel
around the US to the “Six Day School”
in Mt. Shasta in Northern California and
eventually to the Slocan Valley of British
Columbia in 1971/1972 where he would
live for the remainder of his life. In the
early years in the Valley, he dealt in scrap
metal and was a Volkswagon mechanic but
ultimately he discovered wood and opened
his own lumber yard at Winlaw. He would
operate that business until ill health forced
him to close it down. Through that business
he would become known throughout the
Valley and surrounding area.
Bartel was predeceased by his father
(Earl), mother (Ida), sister (Barbara) and
nephews (Jeffrey and Richard). He leaves
behind his daughters, Riana Stella and
October Bartel; 2 grandchildren and 2 great
grandchildren.
In keeping with Bart’s wishes there
will be no funeral service. However, the
family is planning a celebration of his life
for June of 2020.
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Christmas at the Cathedral: A Gift of Music
submitted
Nelson native Natasha Hall, currently
based in London England, performs
regularly with the English Chamber
and BBC Symphony Orchestras. She is
returning to this area next month to perform
in four venues: Silverton, Kaslo, Nelson
and Crawford Bay.
Hall has performed as soloist,
chamber and orchestral musician in North
America, Europe and Asia. She has
received numerous awards for her violin
performances and is a winner of the Calgary
Concerto and Morningside Music Bridge
chamber music competitions. Her interest
in humanitarian work has led her to raise
more than $33,000 through solo benefit
performances for charities in Canada, the
UK, the United States, Georgia and Russia.
Dr. Yoomi Kim is a pianist, conductor
and composer who has taught at the
University of Victoria and is currently
a faculty member at the Victoria
Conservatory of Music. Kim received
the Doctor of Musical Arts degree in
Piano Performance at the University of
Cincinnati where she also completed her
Masters of Music degree in conducting

with choral emphasis. She has been invited
to participate in a number of international
orchestral conducting masterclasses.
Through these master classes, Kim has
had the opportunity to conduct the Berlin
Sinfonietta and the Budapest Symphony
Orchestra.
Hall and Kim will perform at the
Silverton Memorial Hall (by donation) on
December 17 at 7:30 pm, then in Kaslo at
St. Andrew’s United Church on December
18 at 7:30 pm. Tickets are available at
Sunnyside Naturals and at the door.
In partnership with St Saviour’s
Community and Cultural Arts Series, the
Nelson concert will take place December
20 at 7:30 pm at St Saviour’s Pro Cathedral,
701 Ward Street. Tickets are available at
Eddy Music and at the door.
The final performance will be at the
Ashram Temple of Light in Crawford Bay
on December 22 at 2 pm MST. Tickets are
available at The Ladybug Café, $20 for
an adult and $15 for seniors and students.
Hall and Kim will perform works by
Mozart, Adolphe, Sarasate and Brahms.
Share in the gift of music this season and
enjoy!

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN

• Registered Septic System
designer and installer •
• Ready Mix Concrete •
• Lock Blocks • Drain Rock •
• Road Crush • Sand & Gravel •
• Dump Trucks • Excavator •
• Crusher • Coloured Concrete •
• Site Preparation •
Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
Ph. 265-4615 • vieirac@telus.net

Safety, Service, Satisfaction
Installation and maintenance

jim@jemsgas.com
MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter
TimberFrame Homes
Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall
Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding
Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales
dave@maddentimber.com

250 265 1807

Crescent Bay
Construction Ltd.
Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation
Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431
• Email cresbay@telus.net

HALL LUMBER
& BUILDING SUPPLIES
Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat
10 am to 5 pm
PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd.
Edgewood, BC

K&A

SOLID 3 ¼ x ¾ OR ENGINEERED. 6 PLY. TOP
WEAR 2 mm-5” WIDE PREFINISHED ALUMINUM OXIDE, SMOOTH OR BRUSHED. $4.59
SF PLT. AVAILABLE IN 6”-7 ½” – 8 ¾” WIDE.
INFLOOR HEAT COMPATIBLE. 25 YEARS
GUARANTEE. AND MUCH MORE.
AT JUAN’S 1503 HWY 3A
THRUMS (CASTLEGAR) BC
250-304-7466 • 250-399-6377
Mon-Sat 8:30 am - 5 pm

Castlegar
250-304-2911

1730 Hwy 3, Selkirk Spring Building
dan@canadiangardensupply.com

Electrical Contracting Ltd
Alex Joseph
250-358-7721

CONSTRUCTION
FOUNDATIONS • ROOFING • RENOVATIONS

Specializing in Timber Framing
Cell: 250-265-8503 Home: 250-265-2278

Your ad could
be here for only
$11.00 + GST

Your ad could
be here for only
$11.00 + GST

Tim Reilly

Indoor Garden
Supplies

Wired by Alex

Kent & Arlene Yardcare Services
Housewatch • Free Estimates
358-2508 • 358-7785 • 505-8210
wyofonoff1@yahoo.ca

Suite 3, 622 Front St
Nelson, BC Vll 4B7
C: (250)551-6584
Licensed Residential Builder & General Contractor
Design • Project Management • Building Services
www.trctimberworks.com

Considering
Community Service?
Consider Nakusp
Rotary
Call Mayumi
for Details:
250-265-0002

HARDWOOD FLOORS
WHOLESALE

mobile

(250) 551-TIME (8463)

• BONDED Journeyman carpenter
• HPO Licenced Builder #42639

www.manciaconstruction.ca

CREATIVE

• DIY Consulting
• Bathroom Renovations
• Painting, Tile Work & More
– Over 20 years experience –
WCB/Insured

Victor: 250-505-6509

email: sanderellacreative@gmail.com

Jim Pownall
& Co.

LOG & TIMBER
FRAME HOMES
Crane Service

New Denver • BC
250-358-2566
jpownall@telus.net

Leaf Cabinetry

T: (250) 551-7127
E: joszef@airpost.net

Residential & commercial
cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC

250.226.7441

www.leafcabinetry.com

Renovations and
Maintenance Made Easy!

• Basic Renovations & Construction •
• Painting • Landscaping •
Hourly Rate, By Appointment Only
– Slocan Lake communities Only –
muralsbytim@gmail.com

Tyler Paynton • 250.777.3654 • silverridgeearthsnow@hotmail.com

Your ad could
be here for only
$11.00 + GST

NEW DENVER MERCHANTS’ NIGHT
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New Denver Merchants’ Night: Thursday, December 5, 5-8 pm
submitted
New Denver Merchants’ Night
kicks off the holiday season on
December 5!
From 5 to 8 pm, the main
street will be open for pedestrians
only, so take to the street and
enjoy socializing with friends
and neighbours. Big Dog Music
will be piping Christmas music
out onto the main street to add
to the holiday atmosphere. New
Denver’s shops and restaurants
will be lit up, and offering treats
and specials for their customers
on Merchants’ Night.
Santa arrives at 6 pm, after
parking the reindeer and catching
a ride with the firemen. He’ll be
set up outside the credit union to
receive the kids and hear all about
their wish lists.
N e w D e n v e r ’s r o y a l t y
and friends will be serving
complimentary hotdogs, hot
chocolate and scrumptious treats
by Robin McNabb outside the
credit union.
Don’t forget to pick up a draw
prize ticket at the Valley Voice
office. Have it initialed at all the
shops listed, then return it to be
entered into the draw for a basket
full of items donated by local
businesses. The draw takes place
at the Valley Voice at 8 pm.
Merchants’ Night is sponsored
by the Slocan Valley Chamber
of Commerce to encourage local
shopping at Christmastime and all
times of the year.
Here are some responses
from people in business on why
we should support small and
independent businesses (from
Forbes.com):
“Small businesses represent
the creative consciousness – they
contribute tremendously to the
unique identities of communities
everywhere.” -Maayan Zilberman
and Alex Burns (founder - Sweet
Saba / program director - Brooklyn
Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu).
“They’re the ones that are
actually of, and not just in, a
community.” -Nigel Sylvester (pro

Raven’s
Nest
December Hours

Open Every Day
from December 2!
Natural Fibre Clothing
Books & Gifts
Open Late for
Merchants’ Night
Free Gift Wrapping

BMX rider).
“You want to shop and live
near places that actually mean
things to people; places that have
a real effect on communities. You
can feel when someone really
cares about the neighbourhood
they’re running a business in.”
-Sandeep Salter (co-founder Picture Room and Goods for the
Study)
“Independent businesses are
the lifeline of every community.”
-Wilson Tang (owner, Nom Wah
Tea Parlor and Fung Tu).
“Small businesses provide
the feeling that a real person is
behind it all, someone who cares
more about giving us a quality
product or service, over just taking
our hard earned dollars.” -Annie
Bukhman (designer, founder - Gift
Shop Brooklyn).
“By doing so, you’re directly
putting money back into your
own community. You’re funding
great ideas and ventures that can
only exist outside of mainstream,
corporate chains.” -Tamara
Santibanez (artist, tattoo artist,
publisher - Discipline Press).
“There’s something special
about knowing that someone
created this thing to uplift other
people in the community.” -Kerin
Rose Gold (designer, founder A-morir).
“It’s important to realize that
by supporting the hard work
of entrepreneurs, you support
their dreams, as well. How can

Welcome to all
from 5-8 pm to
enjoy Hot Cider
and Cookies!

you not appreciate their passion
for delivering you a piece of
their imaginations, their heart,
and courage?” -Hassan Rahim
(designer, art director).
“Supporting independent
businesses fosters creativity and
it shows we are invested in our
communities and their futures.”
-Tomoko Ogura (brand director
- Vince).
“If people in your
neighbourhood are working hard
to make something great happen,
you choosing to buy a coffee at
their shop instead of Starbucks,
or taking a class with them instead
of at an Equinox - it’s directly
helping them achieve their dreams.
All of that gets paid back to the
community and strengthens it,
it’s a reciprocal energy.” -Amy
Woodside (founder, OKREAL).
“We work our asses off, man!
Support me working my ass off!
No, but honestly, there’s a lot of
heart and soul that goes into starting
and maintaining an independent

business.” -Kai Avent-deLeon
(founder - Sincerely, Tommy).
“There’s a feeling of shared
responsibility and ownership
when you support an independent
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business.” -Angie Martinez (radio
personality, best-selling author).

We Y
Merchants’
Night!

Don’t forget to pick up a
draw prize ticket at the Valley
Voice office. Have it initialed
at all the shops listed, then
return it to be entered into the
draw for a basket full of items
donated by local businesses.

Thanks to
the Chamber,
Volunteers and
community

The Donation Store
Hwy 6
New Denver

BIG DOG MUSIC

OPEN MERCHANTS’ NIGHT
			• Guitars and Accessories

			• Musical Instruments
			
• Vintage Vinyl Records
			
• New Vinyl Records
			
• Stereo Equipment - Turntables

421 6th Ave, New Denver
250-307-0163

Wed – Sat 10-4

yarns • quilting • notions
20% off everything in shop
5-8 pm
304 6th Ave
New Denver

MERCHANTS’ NIGHT
DECEMBER 5 • 5-8 PM

MERCHANDISE SALES – UP TO 50% OFF
Family friends and local community – thank you for your
continued support! Stop by for some complimentary pizza,
treats and coffee. We look forward to seeing you!!!

Happy Holidays

Rutabaga’s
Whole Foods

Main Street, New Denver

MERCHANTS’
NIGHT DEC 5
OPEN TILL 8:00 PM
10% OFF EVERTHING IN
THE STORE 5-8 pm
SAMPLING OF APPIES,
CHEESES
Please give to the Christmas food hamper box located
at the front of the store

New Market Foods
6th Avenue • New Denver, BC
Just east of the traffic light

250-358-2270
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Joyce Johnson is the new Seniors’ Housing administrator
submitted
Joyce Johnson, familiar to many in
the Slocan Valley in her volunteer role as
president of the Slocan Valley Historical
Society, has an additional big role – as
the new administrator for Passmore
Lodge and the Slocan Valley Seniors’
Housing Society.
Johnson started work at Passmore
Lodge in October, replacing Nora
Lilligren, who retired after seven years
with the society. Tamara Smith continues
to serve as manager of Slocan City
Suites.

“It’s an amazing community,
incredibly busy here, and it’s a steep
learning curve,” said Johnson. Set on
two acres of land, Passmore Lodge
includes 10 suites of seniors’ housing
and a beautiful central hall used for
outreach programs, classes and socials.
“It’s wonderful meeting the
residents, the people who take the
programs and those who run them,
all the board and the other staff and
contractors. It’s complex because of
the physical plant, the new energy
systems, the relationships with funders,

how to determine rent, the repairs and
maintenance…all the moving pieces.
It’s dynamic. It’s a community hub in
many ways.”
Johnson grew up in Nelson and
Nakusp, worked in Vancouver as a clerk
and later in management for a car rental
company, moved back to the Kootenays
where she became a foster parent, and
then a facilitator part-time for ARC
(Adolescent Residential Care) programs,
providing support and training for
foster parents. She has also worked for
a security firm and as a cab driver in

Nelson, meeting a lot of seniors, helping
them and hearing their stories.
As president of the historical
society, she has participated in several
successful projects in the Village of
Slocan, including the preservation of the
Japanese Canadian fishing vessel, the
Merriwake, during which she worked
on the shelter plans with the late Eric
Clough, the designer of both Passmore
Lodge and Slocan City Suites.
Johnson moved to Slocan in 2003,
and recently her mother has come to live

with her. Johnson’s move to the area
started like many people’s: “I loved the
atmosphere of the Slocan Valley and it
was affordable in Slocan. I looked at a
house, sat in the driveway and listened
to the birds; my whole body relaxed and
I thought, I could live here.”
And so she does, and the seniors’
housing society is very happy to have her
working now as their new administrator.
For more information on the housing
society, visit svhousing.ca or facebook.
com/svhousing/ or call 250-226-7136.

GIVING TUESDAY – DEC 3 2019
WE GIVE WHERE WE LIVE

On Giving Tuesday Dec 3, we invite you to support the Slocan Valley Legacy Fund, the community
fund for our valley.
We invest donations in an endowment and grant the interest to worthy community groups each year.
Thus far we have funded arts and culture organizations, environmental stewardship and education, community development, programs for children, new parents and youth, hospice, seniors’ housing, sports and
outdoor recreation, safety and emergency services, literacy and food security. For a full list of the grants we
have made please see our website: www.slocanvalleylegacy.com/grants
As our endowment fund grows so does our ability to support the many worthy charitable and community
organizations that make this area so special. Your Giving Tuesday act of generosity will be a gift to your
community.

Joyce Johnson is the new administrator for Passmore Lodge and the Slocan Valley Seniors’ Housing Society.

Slocan Valley celebrates
Giving Tuesday, December 3

Here are three easy ways to give to the Slocan Valley Legacy Fund.

Give in person:

On Giving Tuesday our board members will be available at selected fine coffee shops in the
Slocan Valley for “Coffee and Conversations.” Drop by, enjoy some music, and make a donation.
In New Denver: The Apple Tree Café
Music by The Wrights and Fiddle Dee Dee
Winlaw: Sleep is for Sissies
Music by Charles on the keyboard
Crescent Valley: Everbean Café in the Evergreen Natural Foods Store
All Cofee and Conversations events – 11:00 am to 2:00 pm
							

Give online:

The Slocan Valley Legacy Fund is held within the Osprey Community Foundation. Give online
using the Osprey Foundation’s giving portal: http://ospreycommunityfoundation.ca/donate/
donations-to-the-slocan-valley-legacy-fund. Donate online using PayPal or a credit card.

Or, mail a cheque:
Slocan Valley Legacy Fund, P.O. Box 363, Slocan, BC V0G 2C0
We are a fund held within the Osprey Community Foundation, therefore make your
cheque payable to “Osprey Community Foundation,” with
“For the Slocan Valley Legacy Fund”
in the memo line.
All donations over $20 will receive a tax receipt.

Web: www.slocanvalleylegacy.com / Facebook: Slocan Valley Legacy Fund
E-mail: info@slocanvalleylegacy.com / Phone: 1-877-649-5643

submitted
Many people do their holiday
shopping on Black Friday and Cyber
Monday after American Thanksgiving.
The following day – this year
December 3 – is ‘Giving Tuesday’,
a global movement for individual
generosity. The board of the Slocan
Valley Legacy Fund hope you will
make a donation to the fund; this is
their annual appeal for support through
one-time gifts, monthly pledges and
2020 memberships.
You can donate in person at
‘Coffee & Conversations’ events at
The Apple Tree in New Denver, Sleep
is for Sissies in Winlaw or Everbean

Café in Crescent Valley from 11 am
to 2 pm on Tuesday December 3. You
can also donate by mail or through
slocanvalleylegacy.com. All donations
over $20 qualify for a tax receipt.
All donations are invested in an
endowment fund; only the interest
is spent to make grants to worthy
community groups. As the endowment
grows, the fund has been able to
support cultural events, environmental
education, programs for children, new
parents and youth, hospice and seniors’
housing, outdoor recreation, safety
services and food security.
No act of kindness, however small,
is wasted.

submitted
FLIKS presents Dolce Fine
Giornata at the Langham in Kaslo,
Friday November 29 at 7 pm.
This compelling Polish drama
follows Maria Linde, a free-spirited,
Jewish Polish Nobel Prize winner,
living in Tuscany. A loving mother
and grandmother, she also fosters a
secret flirtation with the much younger
Egyptian man who runs a nearby
seaside inn.
After a terrorist attack in Rome,
Maria refuses to succumb to the fear
and anti-immigrant sentiment that
quickly emerge, deciding instead
to boldly decry Europe’s eroding
democracy – but she is unprepared
for the public and personal havoc her
actions wreak.
“…traces the connections
between the personal and the political,

transforming a family drama into a
consideration of European identity.” –
Screen International
Tickets $10 at the door, which
opens 6:30 pm. www.thelangham.ca.

FLIKS returns to the Langham

FLIKS presents Dolce Fine Giornata at the
Langham in Kaslo, Friday November 29.

