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Argenta stand-off results in attempted murder charge
submitted
A 28-year-old man is in
custody following a standoff near
Argenta that resulted in an RCMP
officer being shot and seriously
injured. Harry Richardson is facing
charges of attempted murder with
a firearm, unlawfully discharging a
firearm, careless use or storage of
a firearm, and being in a dwellinghouse without lawful excuse. He is
scheduled to appear in Castlegar
Provincial Court on November 14.
The incident began October
10 at approximately 7 pm when
Kaslo RCMP officers attended to
a rural property in the Argenta area
in order to execute arrest warrants
on the suspect, who was known
to police. When confronted, the
wanted male suspect fled from
officers and retreated inside a
nearby cabin. Given the remote
location, no other properties or
members of the public had to be

evacuated.
The suspect barricaded himself
in the cabin and allegedly fired
shots. The RCMP Southeast
District Emergency Response
Team, along with crisis negotiators
were deployed to the area and
following lengthy and exhaustive
negotiations with the barricaded
man, he exited the residence
and was arrested without further
incident.
Police confirmed that an
RCMP officer suffered serious but
non-life-threatening injuries after
being shot during the incident. The
injured officer was transported to a
local area hospital and is expected
to recover.
RCMP resources including
the Emergency Response Team,
Tactical Troop and General
Investigations were deployed from
across the province to support the
ongoing investigation.

“While we always hope that
situations such as this come to
a swift and safe resolution, we

are thankful that our officer is
expected to fully recover and no
one else has been injured,” said

C/Supt. Brad Haugli, Officer-inCharge of the Southeast District
RCMP.

by Jan McMurray
The October 21 federal election
has returned Richard Cannings as
the NDP MP for South OkanaganWest Kootenay (which includes
Nakusp and area, Slocan Valley,
Castlegar), and Mel Arnold as
the Conservative MP for North
Okanagan Shuswap (which
includes Edgewood and West
Arrow Park).
The surprise is in the KootenayColumbia riding (which includes
Kaslo and area, Nelson), where
Conservative candidate Rob
Morrison has beat out incumbent
Wayne Stetski (NDP) by a long
shot. In the 2015 election, it was a
very close race between the NDP’s
Stetski and the Conservative’s
David Wilks in this riding, and

Stetski came out ahead by just 282
votes. In this election, Morrison

garnered over 5,000 votes more
than Stetski.

Federal election results

Thanksgiving Monday marked the fifth anniversary of Peter de Groot’s death. See the
statement issued by his sister, Danna de Groot, on page 3. Peter de Groot was shot by police
in a cabin near Slocan on October 13, 2014.

The Turkish people are celebrating the 96th Anniversary of the Proclamation of the Republic of Turkey on October 29, 2019
to honour the memory of the founders of the republic, most notably the respectful Great Atatürk. The Republic of Turkey is a
pluralistic, secular, vibrant democracy and is a member or founding member of several international organizations such as
NATO, OSCE, OECD and the Council of Europe. It proudly assumes leading roles in several UN agencies. Turkey was one
of the first countries in the world to uplift the status of women to that of men. Turkish women were granted the right to vote as
early as the 1930s. Turkey may not be the richest country in world but thanks to its enterprisal and humanitarian foreign policy,
it is recognized as the most generous one by allocating 1.1% of it’s GDP (8.6 billion USD) in 2018 for Official Development
Assistance. Turkey hosts more than 4 million displaced people – mostly Syrian – due to the ongoing violence in their country.
Turkey spearheads the efforts for a political solution in Syria in line with the UN parameters where it is the guarantor state of
the Syrian opposition in Astana process and also is an active member of Defeat ISIS Global Coalition, being the only Coalition
member which has put its troops in harm’s way to defeat ISIS. Turkey promises to continue to fight against all forms of terror
unabated. We, the Turkish Canadians join with joy and pride, Turks all over the world, in celebrating the 96th anniversary of
our modern Republic and extend our heartfelt best wishes to them from Canada.
Kamil Aksoylu, New Denver
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SLSS awarded funding for Bonanza Wetlands remediation
ecosystems within the corridor.
Equally important is the
significance of the BBC as a major
wildlife corridor between Valhalla
and Goat Range provincial parks.
In 2017, SLSS partnered with the
Kootenay Conservation Program (KCP)
to host a science and conservation action
forum in order to fully understand
key conservation priorities for the
Slocan Watershed. Thirteen research
scientists and ecologists, along with
representatives from government,
conservation and resource management
organizations participated in the forum.
Restoration and protection of the
BBC emerged as a vital aspect of the
ongoing ecological health of the Slocan
Watershed and has been identified as a
priority for action.
In 2018, SLSS established the BBC
Working Group to develop specific
conservation actions to preserve the
BBC’s unique ecosystems. This group
recommended and assisted in preparing
the initial project proposal for three
priority areas requiring remediation to
restore hydrologic connectivity, improve
habitat and native vegetation in the
riparian zone.
Under the Columbia Basin Trust
Ecosystem Enhancement Program
(CBT-EEP), SLSS has been awarded
funding for this three-year project.
Partnering with KCP through the
Kootenay Connect conservation

Open Sun. 11-3 • 411 Kootenay St, Nelson

initiative, additional funding is being
provided under Environment & Climate
Change Canada’s Fund for Nature.
Other SLSS partners in the project
include the Okanagan Nation Alliance,
SWAMP and the North Slocan Trails
Society.
Each of the targeted areas for
restoration (Upper Bonanza Creek
Complex, Hunter Siding and Summit
Lake Wetland) has its own unique set
of requirements and remediation needs.
The project team has a wide range of
skill sets and disciplines, ranging from
ecologists, biologists, hydrologists,
traditional ecological knowledge holders

to site supervisors, field crews and
machine operators. The project includes
the identification and improvement
of Species At Risk (SAR) habitats
and fisheries spawning features in the
corridor.
The first phase of the project will
focus on planning and detailed design,
which includes permits, approvals and
site-specific plans. On-site restoration
and construction activities are not
expected to commence until the fall of
2020. SLSS will provide information
and updates to the community as the
project progresses.
To embark on a project of this nature

is a turning point for SLSS and is based
on the dedication and commitment
of those who contributed in the past.
In particular, SLSS is grateful for
the vision and persistence of Marcy
Mahr, Margaret Hartley and Richard
Johnson who focused on the ecological
values of the BBC. SLSS continues its
conservation focus in the Slocan Lake
Watershed through science, education
and advocacy.
For those seeking more information
on the SLSS or this project, the public
is welcome to attend the SLSS AGM
on Sunday, November 10 at 2 pm, Zion
United Church in Silverton.
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submitted
The Slocan Lake Stewardship
Society (SLSS) has just received funding
for a three-year project to remediate and
restore three wetland complexes in the
Bonanza corridor between Slocan and
Summit Lakes.
The wetlands and riparian areas
in the Bonanza Biodiversity Corridor
(BBC) are sensitive ecosystems
with high biodiversity values. These
wetlands support a wide range of critical
aquatic and terrestrial habitats that
contribute significantly to the hydrologic
functioning of the Slocan Watershed.
The historic Canadian Pacific Railway
berm that runs the length of the valley
bottom acts as a linear dam and over time
has negatively impacted the dynamic
wetland-riparian-floodplain system of
Bonanza Creek and its tributaries.
Over the years, SLSS has supported
and obtained grant funding for a wide
range of science-based research,
assessments and studies within the
Slocan Watershed. Wetland assessments
completed between 2013 and 2016 by
the Slocan Wetlands Assessment &
Monitoring Project (SWAMP) provided
a clear understanding of the ecologically
rich and unique nature of the BBC.
Complementing this SWAMP work,
numerous fish counts, habitat and
environmental assessments have been
performed over the years building a solid
knowledge base regarding the complex

The Slocan Lake Stewardship Society has received funding to restore wetlands along Bonanza Creek. The project will have positive effects for
species like this at-risk, insect-eating sundew.

BC government provides
$6.5 million for caribou habitat
submitted
The Province is providing $6.5
million over three years for caribou
habitat restoration in British Columbia.
The funding will be administered to
qualifying organizations through the
Habitat Conservation Trust Foundation’s
(HCTF) Caribou Habitat Restoration
Fund.
Human influence on the landscape
– including forestry, mining and
roadbuilding – has altered caribou habitat,
says the ministry. Projects pursued under
the fund will focus on restoring habitat
through both functional and ecological
approaches. Examples of functional
restoration activities include planting
trees, spreading coarse woody debris
and installing fences to disrupt linear
thoroughfares that advantage predators.
Ecological restoration activities include
encouraging native plants and trees that
support the return of caribou habitat to
its undisturbed state.
According to the Wilderness
Committee, habitat destruction has
been identified by leading caribou
biologists as the ultimate cause of
caribou decline. Restoration is good but
“protecting habitat from logging and
other industrial activity isn’t mentioned,
not even once. All the money is going
to habitat restoration with no mention
of halting further habitat destruction,”

the committee says.
“Industry has left a disastrous mess
in the province; the government is
cleaning up a sliver of the mess with
taxpayer money while letting industry off
the hook,” said Conservation and Policy
Campaigner Charlotte Dawe. “Sadly this
restoration will simultaneously happen
as industry continues to destroy habitat
in the form of industrial roads, seismic
lines and logging cutblocks.”
The committee says government
is also increasing the wolf cull by up
to 80 per cent in some areas to protect
caribou. They are doubling down on
this controversial and questionable shortterm strategy while ignoring the elephant
in the room — habitat destruction.
The Province granted an initial
$2 million to HCTF in April 2018 to
implement a caribou habitat restoration
program, which aims to rehabilitate
habitat in areas prioritized for recovery
efforts. During its first intake, HCTF
provided funding to 11 projects led by
First Nations, government, industry and
not-for-profit societies.
Applications are being accepted
by HCTF to fund the second round of
habitat restoration projects. This intake
closes Friday, November 1, at 4:30 pm.
To apply for funds through the
HCTF, or for more information, visit
hctf.ca/.
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Statement of Danna de Groot on the fifth anniversary of the death of Peter de Groot

On behalf of Peter’s family, I
want to touch base in order to keep
people informed as we said we would
do at the initial press conference that
we held on October 21, 2014.
It is now five years to the day
that our brother was, in our opinion,
wrongly killed in Slocan, BC
following attendance at his home
by officers who arrived in more than
three RCMP vehicles. Peter was
quietly working in his yard at the
time. Peter was shot at by RCMP
officers and ran into the bush, where
he became the subject of a four-day
manhunt. He was found in a cabin
in the mountains outside of the
town, killed and left lying dead in
the dirt of the cabin floor for days
before the authorities removed his
body. After five years, there remains
nothing to show that our brother had
committed any offence to warrant
police attending his home in the first
place. Further, we feel that the IIO
report does not contain a complete,
evidence-supported narrative of the
events that resulted in Peter’s death.
We have been advised, in just this
last week, that we have been granted
participant status in the Coroner’s
inquest, which is being scheduled to
take place in the spring of 2020 in

Nelson. We do intend to participate
and will continue to be represented by
our counsel, Donald Sorochan, QC.
There are still many outstanding
questions for us that have not been
answered in the last five years,
including all of the items I mentioned
in the first news conference, as well
as some new issues that arise out of
the IIO report. We are also concerned
about how the investigation of this
case has been and is being managed,
as is illustrated by the inordinate
amount of time that has elapsed since
Peter’s death and the lack of clarity
there is to show for the investigations
to date.
Because of legal constraints on the
use of the information, we are unable
to discuss any of the evidentiary
details of the investigation that have
been disclosed to us, until the evidence
is made public at the inquest. We do,
however, hope to have the following
questions answered at the upcoming
inquest and encourage anyone with
an interest to follow the proceedings.
We hope to learn:
• Why RCMP officers attended
Peter’s home in the first place, let
alone acted in such a confrontational
and offensive manner in approaching
Peter at his home.

• With more clarity, the necessary
facts to resolve police and independent
witness accounts as to what happened
at Peter’s home causing him to run
from the scene.
• Why Peter was publicly
described by the RCMP as being
dangerously mentally ill, rather than
the highly educated person he was,
who had suffered a brain aneurysm.
• Why I was prevented from trying
to speak to or make contact with Peter,
after requesting numerous times to
try to help him and resolve the crisis.
• Whether or not Peter was shot in
the back in the cabin.
• Why Peter’s body ended up in
such condition and with the injuries
in which he was found.
• What orders of police authorities
were made which resulted in Peter’s
demise and why they were made.
• What the two officers whose
confrontation with Peter resulted in
his death actually did, along with a
detailed and realistic timeline of their
actions.
• Why these two officers did
not follow regular protocols such as
requesting assistance or announcing
themselves and seeking Peter’s
surrender from a safe distance.
• We hope to learn of all pathology

by Jan McMurray
There have not yet been any
disruptions to Arrow Lakes ferry
schedules due to the labour dispute,
and there is hope that there won’t be.
According to the union, in the
latest round of bargaining, “Progress
was made and both sides made
significant moves in effort to reach
an agreement. We now await a
response from WaterBridge to our
latest proposal.” This update was
posted at ferries.bcgeu.ca.
Meanwhile, the Labour Relations
Board issued an essential services
order for the Arrow Lakes ferries on
October 15. The order won’t come

into play unless the union decides to
serve 72-hour strike notice and take
job action.
The order designates no specific
sailings on the Arrow Lakes as
essential, but says passage must be
permitted “when they arrive at the
ferry crossing” to children going to
school, any ambulance, any RCMP
vehicle, any emergency dispatch,
any health professional for work
purposes, anyone attending a regularly
scheduled medical appointment,
anyone in or responding to a mental
or physical health emergency, or for
any other emergency purposes.
The order also directs the union

to have qualified ferry operators on
the picket line for emergencies during
the Arrow Lakes ferries’ normal
operating hours.
On Kootenay Lake, there is
no sign of negotiations resuming
between Western Pacific Marine and
the union.
“Here I sit waiting for the BCGEU
to meet with me,” said Bryan Coe,
Marine Superintendent with Western
Pacific Marine. “I am encouraged by
their negotiations with WaterBridge
at Arrow Lakes. Perhaps it indicates
a willingness on their part to listen
to reason in regard to wage requests.
Finger crossed for success.”

submitted
Hart Hall in Nelson will be
the venue for the ‘Forest Summit
and Convergence’ on October 26
and 27. All interested citizens,
including members of local
watershed groups and youth who
are organizing for change and
want guidance on direct action,
are encouraged to attend.
The event aims to bring
together the diverse interests
whose common goal is to restore
and protect the ecosystems of BC:
environmental groups, citizen
groups, hunters, fishers, farmers,
foresters, water protectors,
community groups, Indigenous
groups, recreation groups, plus
scientists and other concerned
individuals.
The website promoting the
event says, “It has never been more
critical to build a broad, united
movement in British Columbia to
take action to restore and protect
our ecosystems. It is up to the
people of BC to decide where we

want to go and how we want our
ecosystems treated. We know what
the problems are: climate crisis,
deforestation, species extinction,
imminent ecological collapse,
threats to water and food supply,
job loss, and governments that
compliantly support corporate
agendas. At this point, there is
nothing to be gained from more
discussion about the problems.
Now is the time to generate and
implement solutions from the
ground up. It is time for broadbased, citizen action.”
The event is being organized
by volunteers from a number of
groups in southern BC, including
people from the Boundary
Forest Watershed Stewardship
Society, Peachland Watershed
Protection Alliance, BC Coalition
for Forestry Reform, Kootenay
Water is Life, Ymir Community
Watershed Society, Public and
Private Workers of Canada, West
Kootenay Ecosociety, as well as
other concerned and dedicated

individuals. The event will be
funded by attendance revenues
and sponsors.
Tickets are available online
through the website and at the
door. For more information, visit
www.boundaryforest.org/forestsummit-convergence/

Optimism surrounds Arrow Lakes ferries bargaining

Forest Summit and Convergence to be held October 26-27 in Nelson
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reports and evidence in its entirety.
• Why the IIO report fails to
consider the initial police confrontation
with Peter at his home and its
relationship to the confrontation at
the cabin when our brother was killed.
• Why the IIO did not take steps
to legally require the RCMP officer
who shot Peter to cooperate fully
with the IIO investigation as required
by the Police Act, especially since
the Police Act specifically provides
that a statement provided or an
answer given by an officer during
an IIO investigation is inadmissible
in evidence in court in proceedings
against the officer.
• Why the IIO report was released,
in our opinion, prematurely and
without considering or addressing
numerous relevant items.
• Why, as the officer who shot
Peter has alleged in a legal proceeding
against the IIO, the officer was
diagnosed with post-traumatic stress
disorder (PTSD) related to his police
work in 2010, required treatment from

a psychologist, and yet was assigned
the stressful duty of participating in
the manhunt for Peter.
The complete and utter violation
of his human rights that our brother’s
death entails has caused great suffering
and damage to the people that loved
and cared for him. Unfortunately,
there is nothing that will change what
has happened. The civil lawsuit that
we have filed has been deferred until
the conclusion of the inquest, when we
will continue to work towards creating
change in order to help those affected
here and those who may be affected
by a similar situation in the future.
I’d like to thank everyone who has
taken the time to offer their support
over these last years. I have read and
appreciated all of your messages and
will continue to do so. To those who
have offered more direct help, that we
have deferred, now would be the time.
We will not be making any further
public comment at this time but are
easily reached through our counsel,
Mr. Sorochan.

Brenda Lynn
Penner

April 29, 1948 - October
2, 2019
Certain people in this world make
us want to become better versions
of ourselves. That was our Brenda.
Despite years of suffering from COPD,
barely able to breathe or get around,
she would always greet others with a
smile and ask after their well-being.
Even in her darkest moments, her
caring heart and sense of humour still shone through and reminded us all
of her strength and perseverance in the face of her illness.
Brenda’s love of baking and extreme generosity were well known throughout
the valley and we are certain that many people besides us will miss her
famous banana bread and cinnamon buns.
In her earlier years, Brenda spent a great deal of her time taking care of many
people who were unwell or ageing. She was always happiest helping others
and she will forever be remembered for her kindness and willingness to help
anyone in need without asking for anything in return. In her downtime, she
enjoyed riding horses on the family farm, exploring the entire valley on foot
(she was an avid walker and we heard she once walked all the way from
Vernon to Edgewood), and working on creative projects such as knitting
and cross-stitching and dining at the all-you-can-eat Chinese buffet (her
favourite food) in Vernon.
Brenda had a beautiful smile, a mischievous streak, and a hearty laugh
that was contagious to everyone around her. She loved fiercely—especially
her family — and showed her love by keeping in touch with everyone on a
regular basis (every night starting around 5 pm) ;). We all miss her nightly
phone calls already.
Brenda is survived by her sons, Greg (Jo) and Brad (Marsha), her sisters
Debbie (James) and Cheryl (Dave), her uncles Bill (Penny), Gerry (Marianne), and Terry (Carol), as well as numerous cousins, nieces and nephews. She was predeceased by her parents (Don and Jacquie Penner), her
sister Karen (aka Fluff) Settle, her brother Ken (aka Sonny) Penner, and
her Grandparents.
Brenda left us in the wee hours of October 2nd after a few very hard days in
the hospital surrounded by all the people she loved the most. She was 71.
Even though we all knew it was coming, her passing was still a shock as no
one is ever truly prepared to lose a loved one. And although we are happy
that she is finally at peace, our family is taking some time to grieve her loss
before hosting a memorial tea (in Edgewood) sometime in November. We
will announce the date when we finalize the details and all who knew and
loved her are welcome.
In lieu of flowers, we ask that anyone who wishes to can make a $5 donation
to the BC SPCA in memory of Brenda and her favourite cat, Bobby.
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OPINION

Fishing

Hate vs hate equals war. Hate vs
love equals love (and much better
fishing).
Janet Ott
Rosebery

Spain, a fascistfake democracy

The nine Catalan politicians
in preventive prison for two years
have been condemned from 9 to
13 years in prison for ‘sedition.’
Included among the jailed leaders
are the President of the Catalan
Parliament, Carme Forcadell, and
two social leaders, Jordi Cuixart
and Jordi Sánchez. Carme Forcadell
has been condemned for permitting
the discussion at the Catalan
Parliament regarding carrying out
a referendum of independence.
The two social leaders are being
condemned for carrying out street
protests demanding an independence
referendum.
Catalans have been out en mass
in the street protesting these prison
sentences since they came out.
Most people, including myself,
expected this kind of justice from
the Spanish courts, influenced by
Francoist followers. Even though
it was expected, many Catalans are
appalled by these sentences and are
determined to continue their struggle.
For those interested in the issue,
I recommend two documentaries on
YouTube: “1-O” English Version and
Causa Especial 20907 Subt Angles.
You can get information on
Catalan news in English at: www.
elnacional.cat/en/ or english.
vilaweb.cat.
Moraia Grau
Silverton

Celebrate
Credit Union
Day

Why choose a credit union?
Banks maximize profit. Their

earnings, the interest and fees we
pay locally, are siphoned east and
invested globally wherever profits
are greatest. Little remains local.
Credit unions balance profit with
members’ democratic decisions. This
works best with small, independent,
community-based credit unions
like Heritage Credit Union. HCU
donates tens of thousands annually
to community events and services,
but its biggest investment is local
jobs. HCU pays living wages and
maintains a narrow gap between the
highest and lowest paid employee.
If HCU merges with five other
credit unions, we can expect branch
closures; layoffs; full-time positions
split into part-time work; higher
salaries and honoraria for senior
management and directors, while
service fees, interest paid on deposits
and interest charged for loans remain
unchanged. We don’t need yet
another big financial institution.
Vote to keep our money in our
communities. Keep HCU small,
independent, and community-based.
Robert M. Macrae
Castlegar

Immigration
and
overpopulation

I recently heard a panel discussion
on CBC Radio, which was addressing
the new secularism law in Quebec that
forbids the wearing of religious clothing
and hardware by provincial public
servants on the job. Three political
analysts were there to comment, and all
spoke against the law, calling it racist
and claiming that it was particularly
aimed at Muslims. One of them even
suggested that the people had no
problem with someone wearing a
turban, or a cross, but only with Muslim
religious garb.
The moderator pointed out that
the new law was popular in Quebec,
which I have to assume means at least
half of the people there are in favour
of it, and the participants were amazed
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to know that a minimum one-third of
Canadians in the all rest of the country
were also in favour of the law. There
was no one on that panel who spoke
for that constituency.
I also recently sent a letter to the
editor of a local paper in which I stated
my opinion that Canada has enough
people already, and that the number
of immigrants being welcomed was
too high. I am of the opinion that
overpopulation is the biggest problem
we face, and that we must find a way
to deal with that problem. Shuffling the
people around to spread them out is not
the answer. It will only serve to make
us all more miserable.
I immediately received an answer
back from the local paper, stating that
they would not be printing any antiimmigrant letters. It seems that the
only acceptable view is that immigrants
are good for the country, the more the
better, and that anyone who thinks
otherwise will be shut out of the
discussion. Such is the confidence of
the supposedly most popular viewpoint.
I am concerned that freedom of
thought is being manipulated by the
media. They believe themselves to be
right, so right, that no other point of
view will be tolerated. Clearly they
believe that complete freedom of
religion now trumps free speech, and
anyone who disagrees with controlled
but eventual huge population growth
in Canada should just crawl back to

their cave and shut up. More people,
more better.
I doubt you will be reading this
letter in any local paper except the
Valley Voice, which I believe still
supports freedom of speech.
Rod Retzlaff
Glade

Renewable
energy and our
BC electrical grid

In order to help adapt to developing
Kootenay climate changes we need
a more sophisticated electrical grid
that allows autonomous residential/
commercial and community power
producers to sell their surplus solar,
wind, forest biomass and microhydro
energy. This in turn would also augment
our large hydro generation infrastructure
in the face of significantly changing
precipitation trends, disappearing glacier
water sources, a warming climate and
increased electrical demand (e.g. electric
transport).
Numerous opportunities are also
being missed. One only need to look
south to Washington state and see the
phenomenal growth of renewable energy
projects creating a wealth of businesses
and jobs as a result of a ‘modern’
electrical grid. And lowering the carbon
footprint at the same time!
By contrast, as matters currently stand
in BC, the Ministry of Energy, Mines and
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Petroleum Resources (EMPR), which
is responsible for legislative oversight
of energy production, only allows small
renewable electrical producers to offset
their electrical production against their
own electrical bills and not to sell any
excess through the grid.
It is not the intent of this program
to provide a means for bringing their
output to the market. The program, called
‘net metering,’ is actually a disincentive
for residents to become involved as
a grassroots movement in alternative
renewable energy. It is no wonder
the uptake on this program has been
small. As of 2016, Fortis had only 100
participants in its net metering program,
most of whom were producing electricity
from residential solar installations.
Also, rather than wanting to
encourage the sale of electricity from
renewable projects, last year, the EMPR
went in the opposite direction and applied
to the Utilities Commission to prevent
BC Hydro from buying the excess energy
from independent power projects. While
the EMPR seems determined to block the
growth of independent renewable energy
systems, the rest of the world, including
other parts of Canada, have embraced the
concept in line with the growing support
for a broadly sourced renewable energy.
On a positive note, both BC Hydro
and Fortis may be open to change
as their statements on environment
say they “seek feasible, cost-effective
opportunities to decrease greenhouse
gas (GHG) emissions and increase
renewable energy sources.”
Time to change ‘BC Hydro’ to
‘BC Renewable Energy’ and take an
important step towards a greener future.
Fortis, Columbia Power, Columbia Basin
Trust and Nelson Hydro will undoubtedly
continue to follow the path of BC Hydro
as directed by the Ministry of Energy,
Mines and Petroleum Resources.
Steven Miros
Deer Park
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It does not look like it to me.
Climate crisis: are
So I ask you all to prove me wrong.
we willing to make Please prove me wrong.Timothy Hume
the necessary
Kaslo
Major dredging
sacrifices?
My name is Timothy Hume. I am 71
years old and am writing on behalf of my at Balfour ferry
grandchildren.
makes no sense
Let me begin by first acknowledging
we are living on First Nation land. Our
thanks to them. Our thanks also to all
the animals, plants, birds and fish that
have dwelt here long before we came
to live here. We are all here hoping to
make a difference in this disappearing
time. When my grandchildren asked me
what could I do to help stop the global
warming crisis, I said I could write
something to tell everyone who would
listen, and pray we will be successful.
We should know that Greta Thunberg
will not save the world. Neither will the
millions of passionate aware young
people – their valiant efforts to awaken
the adult population will not create the
world they dream of. The politicians
will not save us. Likewise, science and
technologies will not return the world to
the safe haven we need.
It appears to me that we all want to
change, at least most of us say we do.
But there is no real action because if we
are honest, we want to wake up in the
morning and still have everything the
same. It can’t be. It won’t be. Surely we
do understand that.
In order to stop the global climate
crisis, we must simply stop doing what
we are doing. We must stop buying and
shipping stuff from around the world.
We must stop flying, driving, burning
gas and oil in every way. We must stop
mining, damming rivers, cutting down
forests. We must stop ignorant farming
practices. We must stop building obsolete
military machines.
We won’t, you know we won’t, take
the key out of the ignition and park our
cars forever. We want the government to
do it for us and if they do we will fight
them tooth and nail. We wait for Greta
and the children to do it. We wait for
science to do it for us. But we do not want
to change really because the changes will
demand sacrifice.
It’s all pie in the sky, the big change
everyone says they want. The big
changes to save the world will bring
much suffering for many, many sacrifices
by all. Do you think the billionaires will
give up their wealth and power? They
will not. Not without violence first. And
they are the ones with all the guns, aren’t
they? Are we ready for that?
We are looking at the end. Scientists
have a name for the very last of a
disappearing species. That name is
Endling. Is that what we are? The
Endlings. If we do not act, we are the
Endlings.
Unless we act. Unless we act now,
unless we act right now today. Are we
willing? Are we willing to make the
sacrifices? Are we willing to do what
must be done to save our grandchildren?
They are looking to us, they are pleading
for us to step up with courage and
determination. Are we willing?

A recent email ‘Kootenay Lake
Ferry Service Improvements’ reports
that BC will start dredging this fall,
September 24 to November 30, six days a
week from 7 am to 5:30 pm with possible
night projects.
This is a major dredging project as
opposed to the earlier report of minor
dredging to improve ferry access to
Balfour on the west arm.
Major dredging can only adversely
affect already fragile West Arm fishing.
Has there been a proper review of the
consequences? What will dumping the
enormous volume of dredged material
in the main lake do?
In 2016, the Ministry of Transport
carefully researched and planned to
move the terminal from Balfour to
Queens Bay. This would make the
Kootenay Lake ferry similar to the
Galena Bay to Shelter Bay ferry on
Highway 23 north of Nakusp – only
one ferry with 20-minute trips operating
hourly. On Kootenay Lake this would
reduce the trip distance by half and from
35 minutes to 20 or less. Please consider
the fuel and time saved.
Balfour businesses and Queens Bay
NIMBYs in 2016 were somehow able to
achieve a political decision to keep the
terminal at Balfour. This with virtually no
input sought from the actual ferry users.
To those who actually use the ferry
daily for their livelihood, this wasteful
and environmentally dangerous dredging
makes no sense whatsoever. Even
the ferry crews are against their ships
entering the West Arm because it is often
congested with boats, the operators of
which don’t realize that the ferry can’t
stop for them.
Tom Lymbery
Gray Creek

Wind, hydro,
solar, not so
green after all

Sulphur hexafluoride, or SF6, is
a colourless, odourless, synthetic gas.
Cheap and non-flammable, SF6 is
widely used in the electrical industry
and has been for years, to prevent short
circuits and accidents. But leaks of the
little-known gas in the UK and the rest
of the EU in 2017 were the equivalent of
putting an extra 1.3 million cars on the
road for that year alone.
It is widely used across the industry,
from large power stations to wind
turbines to electrical substations in
towns and cities. It prevents electrical
accidents and fires. And it leaks, more
than reported. Re-supply is higher than
losses reported.
Large wind turbines normally
contain around 5 kg of SF6, which, if
leaked into the atmosphere, would add

the equivalent of around 117 tonnes of
carbon dioxide (per turbine). This is
roughly the same as the annual emissions
from 25 cars. However, the significant
downside to using the gas is that it has
the highest global warming potential of
any known substance. It is 23,500 times
more warming than carbon dioxide
(CO2). It also persists in the atmosphere
for a long time, warming the earth for at
least 1,000 years, and levels are rising as
an unintended consequence of the green
energy boom.
Another concern is that SF6 is
a synthetic gas and isn’t absorbed or
destroyed naturally. It will all have to
be replaced and destroyed to limit the
impact on the climate.
Why is it used? When a switch
handling medium to high power is thrown
to ‘off’ or ‘on,’ there is an explosive arc
produced. The SF6 is blasted at the
contacts during the split-second change.
The SF6 clouds the electric arc in a nonexplosive atmosphere preventing fires
and explosions.
The drive to combat climate change
means coal and gas generation plants are
now being replaced by mixed sources
of power including wind, solar and
gas. This has resulted in many more
connections to the electricity grid,
and a rise in the number of electrical
switches and circuit breakers, all needing
protection from serious accidents. The
vast majority use SF6 gas to quench arcs
and stop short circuits.
Why is it still being used? Because it
is cheap and it works and at the moment
there is no alternative. New switching
gear is being built that does away with
SF6. Key word is new.
The real question is should we be
installing all these wind turbines that can
put out a greenhouse gas this potent to
replace coal and gas generation systems
that produce gases that will dissolve by
themselves? They still use SF6 but in
the one generation station, every wind
turbine is its own generation system with
its own SF6 system.
The solar industry also uses SF6 in
the construction of their solar panels.
Connections made in construction are
flooded with SF6 for a sterile connection.
Made in China… I am not sure how
much effort is made to contain the gas.
How do we know that SF6 is
increasing? According to the BBC’s
Science and Environment, across the
entire UK network of power lines and
substations, there are around one million
kilograms of SF6. A study from the
University of Cardiff found that across all
transmission and distribution networks,
the amount used was increasing by 3040 tonnes per year. This rise was also
reflected across Europe. However, the
global installed base of SF6 is expected
to grow by 75% by 2030.
The Green Lobby has really kept
this one a secret. Why, if they are truly
Green, would they want to hide this
information?
“Only when our children have
developed the strongest possible level
of scepticism can they be said to have
been educated.” This was first introduced
to the world by Charvaka and later
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emulated by Socrates.
Most adults have little or no time
to investigate the claims about climate
change. They believe what they read.
If it is not written, how do they know?
This is the responsibility of our media.
Balanced, fair coverage. Individuals need
to decide for themselves, not have the
media do it for them.
William E Cuell
Kaslo

If you go down to
the marsh today,
you’re in for a
good surprise

Residents of the Slocan Valley and
beyond clearly care about the Snk’mip
Marsh Sanctuary and feel a stewardship
connection to this rare and precious
wetland at the north end of Slocan Lake.
This connection is what facilitated the
Valhalla Foundation for Ecology to
marshal support to purchase the property
in 2017.
With job one (acquisition) done,
the next step in 2018 was the clean-up
of industrial debris from the property
and the removal and recycling of
derelict structures: job two done. This
summer, job three was begun: restoration
of the wetland itself. This involved
the decommissioning and deep decompacting of road surfaces that had
been built on fill packed into the wetland.
Apparently, to some, seeing the
results of this restoration work has been
something of a surprise.
For context: the project was
carefully designed by two acclaimed
wetland restoration experts and was
meticulously undertaken by expert
machine operators working under
the supervision of biologist Robin
Annschild. All government permits
regarding riparian zones, relocation of
amphibians, etc. were in place well in
advance of activity commencing and
all best practices were meticulously
incorporated. Still, it seems clarification
is required about why and how this
“reconstructive surgery” on the marsh
was done.
There is a misconception that roads
and trails in the Bonanza Marsh area are
on public property. Community members
have treated the roads in Snk’mip as
such but in reality the entire marsh is
private property, held by four owners,
one of which is the VFE. Other than the
Crown foreshore at Slocan Lake and the
rail trail grade, the Bonanza Marsh area
is private land.
The mandate of the Valhalla
Foundation for Ecology, a conservationoriented land trust, is foremost the
health and protection of the wetland.
But we are also committed to fostering
public enjoyment, appreciation of and
participation in wetlands and remain
committed to providing reasonable
access for people to experience the
marsh.
The public is always welcome to
visit the Snk’mip Marsh Sanctuary for
quiet appreciation of nature – this is made
clear on the signage posted there and in

all of our public communications. For
example, we hope people will come and
appreciate the massive amount of work
done to save a colossal old larch tree near
the gravel pit – a community landmark.
We understand that when community
members see former hiking trails now
roughed-up (deep de-compaction),
reshaped, with coarse woody debris
placed atop as shade and cover for
amphibians and reptiles, to the layperson
this can seem a major change.
We humans get used to things as
we’re familiar with them and assume
the status quo is “normal” and “natural.”
Unfortunately those roads were anything
but natural: they were compacted,
ecologically sterile zones that interfered
with the natural hydrology of the marsh.
That’s why this summer’s work saw
them removed with those areas restored
to the natural topography of a forested
wetland.
Bottom line is, for the proper
functioning of the wetland and the
restoration of nature at Snk’mip, we
humans will be giving up a few roads.
There are plenty of other beautiful trails
to walk on, including along the rail trail.
The work done this summer
carefully restored what were roads to
the pools, gullies, hummocks, stumps,
coarse woody debris, etc. of a forestedwetland ecosystem. To the untrained eye
it may look random but in fact every
stick of wood was carefully placed and
every pool deliberately created to provide
homes for the threatened species that
desperately need this habitat. Frogs,
salamanders and dragonflies are already
recolonizing these areas.
Replanting is underway using native
species appropriate to each ecological
zone. Students from Lucerne School,
with the good folks from the Central
Kootenay Invasive Species Society, were
there in late September enthusiastically
planting seedlings, and students from
the Winlaw School were just there as
well. We’ve been spreading the seeds
of native grasses and shrubs and pulling
knapweed. The replanting continues
this fall.
The revegetation work, carefully
overseen by the Valhalla Foundation for
Ecology, will result in a flush of new
growth next spring and onward. The
restored areas will green up quickly; the
deeply loosened soils make it easier for
native trees and shrubs to re-establish.
The result will be habitat that is massively
more ecologically productive than what
was there.
In the next phase of restoration work
(next year, pending funding), we will be
developing additional new ponds and
viewing areas, a nature-appreciation trail,
and a viewpoint overlooking the marsh.
Reconstructive surgery can look
shocking when the wounds are fresh but the
outcome after healing is much-improved
health and functioning. Bear with us as
we undertake restoration that is carefully
planned, proven to provide “maximum
ecological lift” and uses best practices.
When complete, the benefits for nature and
for the community will be well worth it.
Lorna Visser, Director
Valhalla Foundation for Ecology
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Silverton council, October 8: Meeting scheduled to discuss rat problem
by Moe Lyons
• In response to citizen concern
and information from WildSafe,
council agreed to hold a Committee
of the Whole meeting to discuss the
rat problem. This meeting will take
place on Tuesday, October 29 at 4
pm. Possible topics for discussion
include: education; bylaws re
attractants; distribution of WildSafe
pamphlets; sponsoring the purchase
of rat traps; and a letter to all local
property owners apprising them of
the problem.
• Taking down fruit trees on
Village property continues to be a
contentious issue. Council didn’t
pass the motion to take down all
fruit trees on Village boulevards,
recommended by staff because the
Village doesn’t have “the ability or
capacity to be a responsible fruit tree
owner.” Councillors Kerry Gordon
and Arlene Yofonoff have agreed to
discuss the issue with members of
the public.
• The Village will be the lead
proponent in the application for
funding from the Community
Resiliency Investment FireSmart
Community Fund. The project will
be carried out in partnership with the
Villages of Slocan and New Denver.
• Council voted unanimously
to support the Climate Action
Imperative: “The Village of Silverton
Council recognizes that the world
is in a state of climate crisis. This
reality creates an imperative for ALL
ORDERS OF GOVERNMENT to
undertake ‘rapid and far-reaching’
changes to building construction,
energy systems, land use and
transportation.”
• Council approved a
development permit for the back/
emergency stairs of the Silverton

AGM

Sat, Nov 9, 2019
1 PM
Knox Hall
All welcome!

General Store building to be rebuilt
to code.
• In response to a letter from
Sheila Sinkie and Ann Meidinger
regarding a trail from Silverton to
New Denver, council directed staff
to look into a grant to help determine
the feasibility of such a plan.
• The Silverton Community Club
asked the Village to waive fees for the
use of the museum meeting room for
Seniors’ Day on Wednesdays. This
was approved as a grant-in-aid.
• Bruce Gardiner wrote a letter
objecting to the placement of
the community compost barrels.
Councillor Yofonoff said she was
still awaiting a response from Julia
Greenlaw from the composting
project.
• A letter from the Youth
Parliament of BC asks the Village
to encourage and support young
people from the area to be part of the
Youth Parliament at the legislature
December 27-31. Council agreed to
support this in principle and forward
the information to the school. More
information can be found at www.
bcyp.org.
• Council agreed to support
the ‘Choose to Move’ program,
which encourages seniors to be more
physically active, with the help of an
activity coach.
• A Special Event permit was
approved for the use of the Day Park
for a wedding on July 11. The terms
of this approval mean the event will
be able to serve alcohol in a restricted
area.
• Councillor K. Gordon reported
that the Municipal Emergency
Training on October 10 had enrolment
of eight people from New Denver and
seven from Silverton.
• CAO Hillary Elliott’s report
included the announcement that
Arbour Days will be held October
28-31 and will be publicized by
posters and newspaper ads. She
asks residents to please check as
to acceptable and unacceptable

KOHAN REFLECTION
GARDEN
FALL CLEAN UP PARTY
SAT & SUN, NOV 2 & 3
9 am to 4 pm
Hot lunch provided
All welcome!

items. The Official Community Plan
public engagement is complete, and
staff is assembling the information
to create the mailout survey for
property owners. Paper copies will
be available at the Village office and
some local businesses, and a PDF
copy will be online. Sidewalk repair
is underway and awaiting the rubber
surface material. The Village is
proud to be leading edge in using this
material. Memorial Hall upgrades
will be underway soon as the Village
is awaiting funding news from
CBT to support some unexpected
expenses.
• Public Works is asking people
please to remove anything they
have lying around on the boulevards

before the snow falls. They are
removing branches that will be a
problem for snow removal, have
received their winter sand, and are
prepping the necessary equipment
for winter. They are working with an
engineer about replacing the water
main over the creek.
• Council meetings will be
changed to the second Wednesday
of every month starting January 2020.
• Mayor Clark reported on the
recent UBCM conference. One area
of particular interest was a discussion
about working with other levels of
government to access sources of
revenue other than property taxes.
Workshops Clarke attended dealt
with how to better engage the public,

and how to accommodate electric
vehicles, leading up to the proposed
date of 2040 after which new gaspowered vehicles will no longer be
sold in BC.
• Councillor Main had a lengthy
report as usual, touching on her work
with Renewable Kootenays, the AllRecreation Service Committee, the
RDCK board, Rosebery Parkland
and Galena Trail Commission, the
UBCM conference and the four-day
Federation of Canadian Municipalities
Board meeting in Kitchener-Waterloo.
From the FCM meeting she brought
a motion that Silverton council
back FCM’s platform to modernize
cooperation among municipalities.
This motion passed.

The Dark Water Dragons pulled the boat out of the lake for the season on September 29 and can’t wait to get back at it in the spring.

Dragons end 2019 summer season with a roar
submitted
The colourful sight of the Dark
Water Dragons’ boat rippling the
waters of Slocan Lake, powered by a
crew of enthusiastic Sunday morning
paddlers, is over until next season.
The dragon boat society wrapped
up another successful summer of
paddling with their annual general
meeting on October 9 at the Knox
Hall in New Denver.
The Dark Water Dragons (DWD)
is a non-competitive dragon boat
team that is inclusive of all ages and
genders. While most of the current
crew of paddlers are women, more
men would be very welcome. Being
non-competitive means paddlers

of all abilities are welcome and no
experience is required: the team
paddles for fun, the fresh air on the
lake, and healthy, gentle exercise.
Beginners are encouraged to give it
a try – it is not difficult.
At the AGM, it was reported that
it had been a very successful season.
The weather cooperated nicely,
allowing for ‘smooth sailings.’ The
team was happy that no paddles
were cancelled due to a shortage
of paddlers and very few weather
cancellations were necessary this
year.
The season started with an
orientation for new paddlers and
a dryland training session on May
15, followed by the Dragons’
participation in the New Denver
May Days event. A DWD May Days

ANCIENT DRAGONFLIES

One of the most ancient of insects; fossil
records go back more than 300 million years,
predating dinosaurs by 100 million years.
Wetlands rich in aquatic vegetation support the
most species. Four wings work independently,
making them agile aerial predators of flying insects. 23 of the 87 species in B.C. are presently
considered rare or potentially at risk.

slocanlakess.com

booth promoted membership and
fundraising, and the team won first
place in the non-profit category in
the parade.
In August, the team assembled as
volunteers to pull invasive knapweed
around the New Denver Marina with
the coaching of Laurie Frankcom
of the Central Kootenay Invasive
Species Society.
The final event on the lake was the
team’s ceremonial paddle-past at the
Hills Garlic Festival in New Denver.
Hundreds watched the dragon boat
crew, attired in matching bright-blue
shirts, paddle back and forth along
the shoreline at Centennial Park,
rapping their paddles in unison as
they paddled various patterns.
On September 29, the boat was
taken out of the water and stored
for the winter. Everyone is looking
forward to next season and the team
invites more residents to come out
and try paddling the first time for
free. More information is available
at darkwaterdragons.com or on the
team’s Facebook group: Dark Water
Dragons.
The Dragons’ costs were
supported this year by fundraising
events, member paddling fees and
a generous grant from the RDCK’s
Recreation Commission 6.
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New Denver council, October 8: Village to distribute info, buy traps for rat problem

by Katrine Campbell
• Staff presented council with
three options to help reduce the rat
population in the village; council
followed the recommendation to
adopt all three. The first was to
mail WildSafeBC brochures to all
property owners – renters can pick
up a copy at the Village office;
the second, to update the Village
website (newdenver.ca) to include
the information; and the third was
to spend up to $500 for traps. The
report from staff called the options
“preliminary actions to reduce the
rat population in New Denver and
support community groups working
towards this goal.” It also advised
that a group of concerned citizens
had created a Rat Patrol Facebook
group and had taken on mapping
the location of rats killed in the
community.
Staff recommended budgeting
additional funds for rat control
in the 2020 budget. As the CAO
commented, “Unless we’re going to
build a rat wall were not likely to keep
them out… people can’t eradicate
rats, but we can get them controlled.”
• Council authorized signing of a
funding agreement and a Site Licence
Agreement with the Columbia Basin
Broadband Corporation (CBBC) for
delivery of the fibre optic backbone
project. With funding from the
Connecting BC Program, CBT
and partner local governments,
CBBC will install 125 km of fibre
optic backbone infrastructure in
the Slocan Valley. Total budget is
about $7.2 million. The project will
connect underserved areas like New

Denver to CBT’s existing fibre optic
backbone, providing a foundation
for ‘last mile’ solutions needed to
give individual customers high speed
internet connections. New Denver’s
contribution is $37,577.
A point of presence to access
the backbone will be installed in
the Village’s works yard. CBBC
will place a 3 m x 3.3 m modular
equipment building for a 20-year
term, paying the Village $100 per
month. The CAO said construction
would likely be done in the spring.
• In response to an announcement
from Columbia Basin Trust regarding
its ‘New Land Acquisition Grants
Program,’ Councillor John Fyke
said he would love to follow up on
it. Acting CAO Catherine Allaway
said the Trust had been talking about
this “really interesting concept” for
a long time. The program would
help municipalities acquire lands for
community purposes by paying up
to 60% of purchase and investment
costs, to a maximum of $750,000
per project.
• Council decided to support
the New Denver & Area Housing
Society’s application for funding to
study the feasibility of developing
a minimum 10-unit housing project
in New Denver. The suggested site
is Block 51, the recycling area and
Block 50, across Slocan Ave from
the recycling area.
The society plans to apply to
the Canada Mortgage and Housing
Corporation for seed funding of
$97,625. This would be used partly
to develop a more robust financial
model and to determine whether

the current proposed funding
program is sufficient to make the
project viable. The money would
also go to professional appraisal,
site survey, geotechnical survey,
preliminary design work, and project
management.
• Council agreed to support
the application to the UBCM 2020
Community Resiliency Investment
program. New Denver is partnering
with Silverton and Slocan in an
application for funding up to
$450,000 for the Slocan Valley
Wildfire Resiliency Program, under
the FireSmart Community Funding
and Supports program.
• Council received a letter from
Municipal Affairs and Housing
Minister Selina Robinson advising
the Village’s application for a
$10,000 infrastructure planning grant
had been approved. The money will
be used for water distribution asset
review and planning. The Village
has already marked the location of
main line valves and its engineering
contractor will create a digital model
of the water system inside the existing
boundaries. The model will allow the
contractor to fill in information gaps,
note any deficiencies and prioritize
recommended improvements. The
current mapping of the 1970s-era
system is paper-based; digital
mapping will be more cost-effective
than physically digging to examine
the infrastructure.
• Council received for information
a press release from Interior Health
regarding the hiring of two new
part-time doctors for the Slocan
Community Health Centre. Both

submitted
The Kootenay Medicinal
Cannabis Club (KMCC) is sponsoring
Halloweed on November 8 and 9 at
the Vallican Whole Community
Centre, to remember medicinal
cannabis patients in the wake of the
legalization of pot. Many medicinal
dispensaries and compassion clubs
have been shut down, and medicinal
products will not be available for
months in the legal market.
The Halloweed event kicks off
on Friday night (November 9) at 6
pm with the Masquerade Baal and
Harvest Cup. Local musicians will
entertain and there will be prizes for
best green man/ woman costumes.
On Saturday, November 9,
Halloweed will begin with a welcome
at 9 am by Sinixt Elder, Marilyn
James. John Conroy, BC cannabis
hero and lawyer, will update us on
the legal situation for medicinal
cannabis patients. Watermelon (aka
Mary Jean Dunsdan, first famous
for pot brownies on Wreck Beach)
will emcee Halloweed, and teach
the Baking with Cannabis class.
A panel discussion on strategies
for moving forward medicinal
access will include John Conroy,
Dave Hurford, and others still to be
announced, and will be moderated
by Barinder Rasode.
Halloweed will offer
demonstrations and talks on
preparing and using medicinal

cannabis safely. Kitchen workshops
are planned on baking with cannabis,
making bubble extracts, pain
salves/ medicated lotions, tinctures,
phoenix tears, and suppositories.
Talks will cover preparing dosages,
safe cannabis (analytical testing),
the endocannabinoid system and
cannabinoids, terpenes, and growing
regenerative cannabis.

The afternoon will end with
the first general meeting of the
Kootenay Medicinal Cannabis Club.
Halloweed will end with awards
and prizes, and a social mixer dance
party.
This is a members only event.
Memberships ($25) available online
and at the door. Membership includes
entry to all activities.

Kootenay Medicinal Cannabis Club hosts Halloweed

are on 18-month contracts. Mayor
Leonard Casley noted this means
that 25-year-veteran Dr. Chuck
Burkholder “can get actual days off.”
• Casley gave a brief report on the
recent Union of BC Municipalities
(UBCM) conference, saying that
they got to speak to more levels
of government than they usually
do. Fyke presented a document
detailing each meeting or forum the
New Denver contingent (Casley,
Fyke and Councillor Gerald
Wagner) attended, separately or
together. These included sessions
with BC Ambulance; BC Hydro;
Municipal Insurance Association;
Tourism by Design; Community
Connectivity; Ministry of Municipal
Affairs and Housing; Ministry of
Transportation and Infrastructure;
Ministry of Indigenous Relations
and Reconciliation; BC Housing;
and the Ministry of Forests, Lands,
Natural Resource Operations and
Rural Development (FLNRORD).
Casley noted that New Denver
delegates did not attend the
controversial reception hosted by
the Chinese government.
• Council gave three readings to
Inter Municipal Business Licence
Bylaw #725, 2019, which will allow
the Village to participate in the
Kootenay-wide initiative. Final
adoption is scheduled for the October
22 meeting.
• Council authorized the Service
Provider Agreement between the
Village and the Slocan Lake Boating

Association, which operates the
New Denver Marina. Under the
agreement, the SLBA can buy liability
insurance for a lower cost through the
Municipal Insurance Association; the
SLBA will pay the premiums and
any claim expenses, subject to the
Village’s $2,500 deductible.

Advertise in the Valley Voice.
It pays!!!
Call 358-7218 for details
valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work,
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal
WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS

359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539
3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

ANNUAL
		GENERAL
		MEETING
		Slocan Lake
		Golf Club

Monday,
October 28, 2019
at 7:00 PM
Lucerne School
New Denver
•••••

All Members are
welcome to attend

VILLAGE OF
NEW DENVER
PUBLIC NOTICES

OPEN BURNING REGULATIONS

All residents and visitors are reminded that outdoor burning is
regulated within the Village of New Denver and permits are required for all outdoor fires except cooking fires contained within
a barbecue pit or fire pit having a surface area not greater than
four (4) square feet; or within a manufactured gas, coal or electric barbecue. Burning permits will be available at no cost from
the Village Office between September 30th and November 15th.

ARBOUR DAY

In order to reduce open burning and divert organic material
from the landfill, the Village of New Denver will once again
hold a fall Arbour Day event to collect yard waste, branches
and leaves that are bundled or bagged and placed curbside.
A date will be set and advertised once the trees have lost their
leaves. Remember that collection is free, so please don’t affix
garbage tags to bags of leaves or garden waste. If you have any
questions, please don’t hesitate to contact the Village Office.

WINTER SNOWPLOWING REMINDER

The Village of New Denver wishes to remind its residents that
snow removal is a priority over the winter months. The Village
requests your cooperation in removing items from the lanes,
alleys and boulevards before the snow falls so that plowing can
be done efficiently and safely.

RATS

Information about managing the unwanted rat population has
been mailed to all property owners. Any tenants or other occupiers of property are encouraged to pick up a brochure at the
Village Office or contact staff to make arrangements for delivery.
115 Slocan Avenue · P.O. Box 40, New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
(250) 358-2316 · office@newdenver.ca · www.newdenver.ca
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Slocan council, 0ctober 15: WEGCSS plans to expand community garden and improve kitchen
by Jan McMurray
• Council will provide a letter in
support of WE Graham Community
Service Society’s funding application
to Agriculture and Agri-Food
Canada to improve the kitchen and
expand the community garden. The
Village will contribute $2,320 to the
project, from the RDCK Community
Development Fund. The total project
cost is $41,295.
• Slocan, Silverton and New
Denver are partnering in a funding
application for up to $450,000 to

Slocan
Community
Health Care
Auxiliary Society

AGM
Nov 6, 2019
2 pm
Education Room
Slocan Health Care
Centre

Our valley’s green
grocer since 1990

• Fresh
• Organic
• Wholesome
1290 Hwy #6
Crescent Valley

continue wildfire mitigation work.
SIFCo will take the lead on the
project, which will include FireSmart
education, emergency planning,
cross-training with BC Wildfire
Service, RDCK staff and local fire
departments, demonstration projects
(complete FireSmart retrofits on
Slocan Village office), provide
free home assessments and rebate
programs, host “chipper days” and
complete fuel treatment on the
west side of Slocan river behind the
homes in the park.
The application is to the
provincial Community Resiliency
Investment FireSmart Community
Funding & Supports Program.
The Village of Silverton to apply
for, receive and manage the grant
funding on behalf of the partnering
communities.
• The Spirit of Slocan Committee
is planning the fifth annual Christmas
Tree Light Up Celebration for
December 1 at 6 pm at the Wellness
Centre. The committee’s requests
for the use of the Wellness Centre
for access to power and public
washrooms, and for the Village
crew’s help with the tree, were
approved.
• A drinking water advisory map,
created by Be the Change Group
and Interior Health, allows people
to check the status of drinking water
in the interior region of BC. Council
agreed to post information about the
map on its website, in the newsletter
and on social media pages.
• A letter from Dianne Smith
of the Slocan Community Library
thanks the Village for support of
the floor refinishing project at the
library. Council will send thank
yous to the library and to Samurai

Hardwood Flooring.
• Council received a letter of
introduction from Community
Paramedic Desiree Profili. She will
be invited to make a presentation
to council.
• Councillor Joel Pelletier
reported that the youth centre was
shut down for a month and was
renovated. There is a new room
in the back for movie night with a
couch and screen.
• Mayor Lunn reported that
Slocan has been recognized for
achieving milestone 4 of the Partners
for Climate Protection Program
of the Federation of Canadian
Municipalities.
• Information regarding
Community Wellness and Harm
Reduction Grants will be forwarded
to the Wellness Centre Health
Committee and WE Graham
Community Service Society. These
grants are available through Interior
Health’s Healthy Communities
Program.
• Councillor Ezra Buller
was appointed as the council
representative on the Community
Literacy Planning Committee of
the Columbia Basin Alliance for
Literacy. Councillor Madeleine
Pelletier was appointed as the
alternate.

• Denise Dufault was appointed
to the Slocan Climate Action
Advisory Commission, and Charlie
Garton was removed.
• In response to a request
from Terri MacDonald of Selkirk

College, council will provide a letter
of support for Selkirk College’s
application to be a Technology
Access Centre and will send a list
of Slocan’s active business licence
holders.

The Village of Slocan has reached milestone #4 in the Partners for Climate Protection Program.
Slocan Mayor Jessica Lunn receives an award in recognition of this achievement from Garth
Frizzell, first vice-president of FCM (Federation of Canadian Municipalities).

Our local volunteer fire
departments
are the
best!

250-359-7323
– Open daily –

(Closed Christmas & New Year’s day)

Slocan Village Market
250-355-2211

Slocan Fire Department – Front row: Huguette Marr (first responder), Adriana Burton (junior firefighter), Melissa Johnson, Nicky Blackshaw, Cody
Garnier (captain). Back row: John Gates (fire chief), Megan Travis, Chris Cleland, Stefan Kreuzer, Devin Lindsay (captain), Denise Dufault, Neil
Turkington, Ian Stewart (training officer). Missing: Kevin Marr (deputy chief), Craig Roussain (safety officer), Meehan Hubert, Ives Clark, Maia Mortensen,
Kevin Dahl, Madison MacKenzie, Daniel Mortensen, Brent Blackshaw, Alondra Burton, Peter Thompson, Luis Meraz, Mike Hamerton, Chelsey Hues.

Thanks to the brave
volunteers of our local
fire departments!

704 Arlington Road • Slocan City
355-2245

WETT Certified Master Technician
Wood/Electric/Oil Combination Furnaces
Our Catalytic Stoves are #1 in the world
as rated by EPA - Factory Authorized
Dealer in the West Kootenays
Duct Cleaning BEST METHOD Available
Doug Burton
Slocan City • 250-355-0088
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Nakusp council, October 15: Arrow Lakes Caribou Society presents maternity pen idea
by Katrine Campbell
• Hugh Watt of the Arrow
Lakes Caribou Society appeared
as a delegation to outline the
organization’s plan to build, if
needed, a caribou maternity pen.
He wasn’t asking permission at this
time but wanted council to have the
information. Watt said the society
had formed because members felt
that in the past there had not been
enough local participation sought
in plans to save the local herd from
extinction. One of the potential sites
for the pen would be on 40 acres of
Village land above and north of the
hot springs. Watt said the society
doesn’t know for sure it would
be needed, but they want to get
permitting, etc. done in advance.
Pregnant caribou would be captured
in May, and kept safe from predators
in the pen until July.
• Council agreed to provide a
letter of support for NACFOR’s

fibre utilization application to the
Forest Enhancement Society of BC.
NACFOR wants to ship the nonmerchantable fibre to the pulp mill
in Castlegar rather than burning it
onsite.
• Council approved the
submission of a grant application
to the 2020 Community Resiliency
Investment Program in the amount
of $150,832, with a total project
cost estimated at $220,857. It would
be used to continue and expand the
FireSmart program.
• Council will include funds in
the 2020 budget to hire a planning
consultant to assist the Municipal
Campground Expansion Committee.
Key items the committee discussed
included propane fire pits, creating
noise barriers by planting trees or
bushes, change exits, change location
of sani-dump and potential for a coin
operated system, locating water and
sewer lines and electrical outlets,

by Jan McMurray
The board of directors of the
Nakusp and Area Community
Trails Society (NACTS) is just
finishing up a year that dealt them
two major challenges – a proposal
for logging along Saddle Mountain
Lookout Trail and a proposal for a
communications tower on Kuskanax
Trail. The society board worked with
the logging and communications
companies and other community
groups, and is very happy with the
way things have worked out.

with parking lot at the end of the road
extension. They will help with the
installation of a pit toilet and kiosk
at the second trailhead.
Van Immerzeel says Interfor has
invited NACTS directors to do a
field tour with Interfor reps partway
through the logging operation.
Board Chair Barb Chwachka said
the board voted to “go along with
Interfor’s plan” after they’d made
changes as a result of consultation
with NACTS. She said two NACTS
board members stepped outside the
board to oppose the logging plans,
but have “stopped their resistance.”
The two board members and two
other Nakusp citizens formed an
informal group and conducted a
survey this past winter that showed
opposition to the logging plans.

Nakusp Trails Society works
through Saddle Mountain logging
and Kuskanax Trail tower issues

Saddle Mountain logging

Interfor began its logging
operation near Saddle Mountain Trail
on October 2, and hopes to complete
the project this fall. NACTS Director
Jerry Van Immerzeel said in an
interview, “Interfor is working
extremely well to accommodate the
hiking trail.”
Interfor approached NACTS
last fall with a proposal to log a
25-hectare cutblock surrounding
an 800-metre segment of Saddle
Mountain Trail. The logging would
clean up a 5-hectare area of massive
blowdown and address trees affected
by spruce beetle. After several
meetings between the society and
Interfor, Van Immerzeel says,
“Interfor is is a good corporate
citizen and is accommodating a lot
of our wishes.”
A 30-metre buffer will be left
on either side of the trail “in most
areas,” Van Immerzeel said. Where
the original proposal included three
trail crossings, there will now be just
two skid trail crossings which will
be restored and deactivated after the
logging.
Interfor is also helping the society
with some improvements to the trail,
Van Immerzeel added. The logging
company has expanded the parking
lot at the existing trailhead, and will
assist with the installation of a pit
toilet there. The logging operation
involves extending Saddle Road, and
Interfor will create a second trailhead

Kuskanax Trail tower

The Columbia Wireless tower
has been installed, and is located
more than 60 feet away from the trail,
reports NACTS Director Bianca
Niedhart. NACTS is very happy with
this, as the original proposal would
have seen the tower right on the trail.
Chwachka says that when
Columbia Wireless submitted the
Crown land application for the tower,
Front Counter BC told the company
that this was a good location for
the tower, as there was nothing else
there. When NACTS contacted
Columbia Wireless to inform them
about the trail and ask them to find
another location, the company was
very cooperative.
Nakusp Village council and
the Nakusp and Area Development
Board got involved in the discussions
about the tower placement, as well,
Chwachka said.
“We didn’t want to stop
communications development –
we just wanted to be consulted,”
Chwachka said. She said some
community members were concerned
about electromagnetic frequency
radiation emissions from the tower,
but that was not an issue for NACTS.

reservation system, research grant
opportunities with matching criteria
and requirements re: additional stalls
and updates for the restroom facility,
and adding water and sewer hookups
to the 10 existing electrical sites.
• Council authorized
Administration to draft amendments
to Zoning Bylaw No. 614 to include
a definition for staff housing, to
determine parking regulations, and
add ‘Staff Housing’ to C4 Highway
Commercial Permitted Uses.
• Mayor Tom Zeleznik presented
a written report on his activities
since mid-September, including
his attendance at the Union of BC
Municipalities conference. The
mayor, along with local business
people and others, flew to the coast
to express their “concerns, and
opinions of the importance of why
the Arrow Lake Ferries must remain,
and continue as an essential service
to our communities during a possible
labour dispute.”
At a meeting with Forests
Minister Doug Donaldson, he
argued against the Rural Dividend
Fund being diverted to forestry
communities in trouble. At a meeting
with BC Hydro, he asked about the
breakwater but received no definitive
answer and was told to apply to
Columbia Basin Trust.
In total, the Nakusp delegation
met with 10 ministers or senior
ministry staff to make their case
for help with everything from the
housing shortage to the nursing
shortage.
Councillor Joseph Hughes
noted that although much of BC is
rural, decisions and policy are made
in Victora and Vancouver. “We

reminded them of what’s happening
in the rest of the province,” he said.
• At the request of the Hot Springs
Advisory Committee, council
amended motion No. R229/19 to
appoint Noel Ballard as a non-voting
member on the committee.
• Council gave final adoption to
Bylaw No. 689, 2019 Permissive Tax
Exemption; and Bylaw No. 496-7,
Reduce Speed on Broadway. CAO
Cheryl Martens noted that Public
Works were “scrounging around for
[speed limit] signage as we speak.”
• Council approved the request
from the RDCK that all new Part
9 buildings be built to Step Code
1. Hughes asked to be recorded
as opposed. He said that energy
efficiency was a good thing but
“they’re going about it the wrong
way… A drafty house is a healthier
home” and the Step Codes are
making homes more expensive.

• Council approved a
development variance permit for
Lot 11, Cotswold Road to allow
construction of an accessory use
building, a workshop, before the
principal use building. Councillors
agreed that it made sense to build a
garage or shop to store materials on
site for the main building.
• Council accepted the
resignation of Ali Raskob from
the Investment Ready Nakusp
committee and appointed Mike
Riediger as the Chamber of
Commerce representative.
• An item regarding an
amendment to NACFOR articles,
tabled from the June 24 meeting, was
moved to in camera.

Considering
Community Service?
Consider Nakusp Rotary
Call Mayumi
for Details:
250-265-0002
Support the
Valley Voice with a
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Only $10-$30
Send Cheque or Money Order to:
Valley Voice, Box 70,
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
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Nakusp OCP process launched October 8 and 9
by Jan McMurray
Nakusp has launched an Official
Community Plan process, and has
hired B&A Planning Group out of
Calgary to take the lead.
“We share a passion for taking
communities from where they are to
where they want to be,” said Jonathan
Schmidt, senior planner with B&A,
at a public meeting October 8 at
the arena auditorium. “If you want
to be something extraordinary and
differentiate yourself from other

CITRUS IS STILL LOOKING
FOR HIS FOREVER HOME!

Winter is coming. It’s time for Citrus
to move in out of the cold. Do you
have room to foster or adopt a 2-yearold kitty with special needs? Citrus is a
handsome, playful, cuddly delight! He
will have to be an inside cat and the
only kitty in your home. To find out
more about Citrus, call PALS today at
250-265-3792.

WEEKLY SPONSOR:

Nakusp
(250) 265-3635 www.selkirkrealty.com

villages, we can help.”
B&A reps were in Nakusp
October 7-9. They had meetings with
key stakeholders; spoke with locals
at cafes and restaurants; took walks
around the community to understand
the land use patterns, urban design,
and economics; and they held two
public sessions – on the evenings of
October 8 and 9.
On the evening of October 9,
B&A presented ‘What we Heard.’
The presentation concluded with ‘five
big ideas’ for Nakusp: enhancing the
waterfront, connecting everything
with trails and pathways, creating
innovative housing, creating public
gathering spaces, and encouraging
economic activity – in agritourism
and agrihubs, health and wellness,
industrial manufacturing/ resource
innovation and information
technology.
At the October 8 public session,
guest speaker Chris Fields gave an
inspirational talk, ‘Five Ways to
Unleash Exceptional Communities.’
His key message to the community
was to be brave and embrace change.
“Change creates critics,” he said.
“The ‘Grumpy Gus’ personality is
20% of your population and they
rule the roost because they yell the
loudest. They are uncomfortable with
change. Appeasement of the angry is
what we do, but we have to ignore the
20% and choose to work with those
who want change.”
Fields said Nakusp has an
opportunity to attract millennials
and those who can bring their jobs
with them, thanks to technology. He

SUMMIT LAKE SKI AREA
www.skisummitlake.com

Contact us at: info@skisummitlake.com

2019-2020 EARLY BIRD RATES
SEASON PASS EARLY BIRD RATES AVAILABLE
NOVEMBER 1-30, 2019

      		

Reg. price Early Bird
Adults (19-59 yrs)
$410.00 $349.00
Students (13-18)       $334.00 $284.00
Child (6-12 )            $233.00 $198.00
Senior (60-65)         $233.00 $198.00
Over 65		
$69.00 $59.00
X-Country/Snowshoe $44.00 $37.00
Family Rates (must include at least
1 Adult and 1 student or child)
1 Adult                   $410.00 $349.00
2 Adults                  $725.00 $616.00
Students                   $271.00 $230.00
Child                        $189.00 $161.00

ON SALE AT SHON’S BIKE
SHOP AT 409 BROADWAY ST.
IN NAKUSP.
CASH AND CHEQUES ONLY.
If you are thinking of not buying
a season pass this year, but want
to continue to support the club,
buy a CLUB MEMBERSHIP FOR
$10.00.

The Valley Voice October 24, 2019

suggested capitalizing on tourism
as a way to grow the population.
“You have a tourism economy. 7%
of people live where they do based
on their visit as a tourist first. This
is a way you could consider getting
people to live here. People who work
in tourism should be ambassadors.”
Fields listed the things tourists
notice about their destination:
cleanliness, quality of life, cost of
living, cost of housing, infrastructure,
public transit and diversity of

population. He said housing is
probably Nakusp’s most important
key to attracting growth.
About the OCP itself, Fields said
it should be “something you can read
and even enjoy.”
“Good plans connect the dots
– jobs, recreation, community
development. A good OCP has a
complete sense of self at the end
of the day. It has simplicity, a sense
of humour, personality, and an
emotional tug to get people into

the boat. You all have to be rowing
together.”
“Attitude is 80% of the battle,”
he said. “Are we complaining on
Facebook or jumping in to change
the world?”
B&A plans to come back to the
community in January or February
with draft directions for the OCP,
then again in March or April to
present the final plan. The new OCP
is expected to be adopted in May
or June.

by Jan McMurray
Broken down buses and a
shortage of bus drivers have gotten
bussing off to a bad start in School
District 10 this year.
Superintendent Terry Taylor
reports that two buses broke down
in September, causing the Edgewood
bus to be cancelled for a day and the
Crescent Bay route to be delayed.
At this point, one bus is out of
service until parts come in. The extra
bus from Edgewood is being used for

the new Burton bus route.
Thankfully, a new bus is
scheduled to arrive soon.
On top of the broken buses, there
is a shortage of bus drivers.
The bus driver position for the
Fauquier route still hasn’t been filled.
Taylor says they are “only managing
to make the bus route work through
the good will of several retired CUPE
bus drivers and one casual who are
all sharing the job in order to make
it work out and keep the bus route

staffed.”
Casual bus drivers are also
needed throughout the district.
The bus driver shortage is
impacting school field trips. “Though
we greatly value field studies and
students learning in the environment
as well as extra-curricular activities,
it is becoming increasingly difficult
this year to support these learning
experiences for our students due to
labour shortages,” Taylor says in
her report.

by Jan McMurray
Construction of the climbing
wall at Nakusp Secondary will begin
in December.
Local contractor Dave Madden
has been hired for the project, and
school district carpenters will assist
him.

Engineered drawings have been
received for both the climbing wall
and bouldering wall.
Funding of about $70,000 has
been secured for the project. As costs
are now higher than expected in the
original 2017 budget, NSS Principal
Peter Gajda has indicated that the

shortfall can be covered with school
trust funds. Other grants may be
explored, as well.
This project was initiated by
the students in the senior outdoor
education and entrepreneurship
program at Nakusp Secondary/
Burton Academy School.

by Katrine Campbell
Some people try to tackle home
reno jobs then find they are in over
their heads. Others don’t even make
the attempt, preferring to call in an
expert. But who?
In the Nakusp area, you can
call on MC Handyman for property
improvements, renovations,
common handyman tasks, small
construction projects and preventative
maintenance. Owner Murray Ardell
moved to Nakusp six years ago to
work for WaterBridge as a steamfitter/
pipefitter, hired to design, fabricate,
and install the piping system on the
MV Columbia, the new Galena/
Shelter Bay ferry.
“With my trades, I was always
travelling to remote projects away
from home,” he says. “With a
beautiful family – my wife and three
daughters – and a home in Bayview,

I decided that I needed a change of
careers.
“I also experienced two severe
industrial accidents, so enough was
enough. I love my family and want
to be with my family. I did what was
necessary.”
Ardell says that with his extensive
construction and property maintenance
experience, “MC Handyman was a
natural fit for me. It allows me to work
and help people in our community,
while being with my family.”
The benefits to the customers,
(business, institution or residential),
he says, are increased value, esthetics
and function.
Ardell offers home and property
improvement services and small
construction projects, including
land clearing, landscaping and
maintenance, that will increase the

value of your property.
“MC Handyman Services strives
to be the best home and property
improvement service provider in the
region. My business operates by the
following guiding values: quality,
hard work, customer service, and
competitive pricing.”
Ardell has more than 20 years of
trades and construction experience. He
is Red Seal Journeyman steamfitter/
pipefitter, and fourth class power
engineer. His other experience is
in sales and marketing in Chengdu
China, adventure tourism and
whitewater rafting guiding, tourism
hospitality, and management of large
industrial projects as supervisor,
general foreman and superintendent.
MC Handyman can be reached at
265-2225 or murray.ardell@gmail.
com.

Bussing challenges at School District 10 Arrow Lakes

NSS climbing wall construction to start in December

Nakusp handyman ready to improve your house

Murray Ardell is available for property improvements, renovations, common handyman tasks,
small construction projects and preventative maintenance.
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The New Customs live at the Langham
with a great set of fresh tunes from
their brand new album. Hailing from
that hot-bed of musical creativity,
Winnipeg, the Customs are the lively

and evocative blend of guitarist
Emma Cloney’s haunting voice
with the eclectic riffing of multiinstrumentalist Dale Brown - fiddle,

mandolin, bouzouki, cigar-box
guitar, stomp, and harmony vocals.
Canadian Beats Review says “...
beautiful, emotional fiddle playing...

PHOTO CREDIT: MOE LYONS

submitted
Friday November 8 at 7 pm sees
the return of fan-favourite indieroots-folk duo The New Customs

11

After a hiatus of five years, the 13th Sinixt Territory Barter Fair was celebrated on October 12 and 13 at Blue Deer Lodge
(formerly Lemon Creek Lodge). The event opened with a blessing by traditional Sinixt leader Marilyn James, and attracted
numerous vendors, musicians and barterers, as well as about 200 other attendees. On Sunday morning, popular local poet
and songwriter Geordie Campos, performing under the name of ‘G,’ greeted the crowd with a selection of original material.

sounding akin to something that
would come out of the Maritimes...
amazing harmonies... This is
definitely something you need to
check out.” Folking Amazing!
Advance tickets are $15 at
Sunnyside or Willow in Kaslo, or
$18 at the door from 6:30 pm. www.
thelangham.ca.

The New Customs plays the Langham November 8.

Vintage and Brand name
clothing, jewelry, bath
and body products,
accessories and more.
Something for everyone!
343 Columbia Avenue
Castlegar, BC V1N 1G6
250.231.8024
BC Hydro’s Wildlife Enhancement Project to create wetland habitat at Burton Flats has begun. Phase 1, expected to be finished by the beginning of November, will see two ponds and one mound
completed, and two ponds and one mound partially completed. The remainder of the project will be done during phase 2, which has not yet been scheduled.

COMMUNITY
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Kaslo driver Mark Jennings-Bates slides on to the podium
submitted
In the October 9 Pacific Forest
Rally, rally driver Mark JenningsBates was hoping for a smooth event.
That was not to be, and the problems
continued after the event concluded.
The team showed up with the
Valley Mitsubishi Evo 4 hoping to
have found and fixed the gremlins since
their mechanical DNF at the earlier
rally in Invermere. Their hopes were
short-lived as problems mounted, not
just for them, but for many teams in the
event. The national series rally, hosted
in Merritt, was held on a weekend that
heralded an early return to winter and
the big question was what tires to use.

Jennings-Bates, however, had
an ace in the hole with a set of mud
tires mounted on rims that came with
the pre-owned car he purchased. The
service crew installed the tires, but
shortly after he was advised that the
rims had the wrong ‘offset’ and the
mud tires were interfering with the
suspension which would spell trouble
on the stages.
The event started slow for the team
with Jennings-Bates frustrated by his
pace on the first two night stages but
was able to close the evening with a top
ten finish after four stages. Ready for a
fresh start and ready to push, the team
arrived early in the morning to find

a major clutch component had failed
and parts for an Evo 4 are not readily
available. Jennings-Bates persuaded a
volunteer from another team to lend
him the needed part from his own
Evo. With that, the team was back in
the hunt after missing two stages in
the morning.
The rest of the day saw the team
claiming top seven spots in the next
two stages and finishing the very
snowy and slippy last stage with a top
six times overall having had to run
the last twelve minutes without any
rally lights.

Being able to finish in 11th place
overall after their challenges was a
testimony to the team’s ‘never give
up’ attitude. They also took third place
in the open class regional on Friday
evening and fourth place in the open
class regional on Saturday.
Shortly after the event the team
found that co-driver Jackie JenningsBates had unknowingly run the event
with a detached retina, which required
emergency surgery as soon as they
arrived home.
Expect to see the team running the
full Western Canada rally series next

year and fighting for a top position in
the series.
Jackie Jennings-Bates runs a
charity, Rally4Life, which provides
safe drinking water, sanitation
solutions, shelter, sustenance and
education to children and families in
Canada and around the world, but they
also bring awareness to the issues in
an unusual way. They use adventure
sports like rally car driving or monster
truck competitions to ‘drive’ people to
sponsor their cause. This combination
of passions has led to projects being
funded worldwide.

Mark Jennings-Bates was hoping for a smooth event. That was not to be, and the problems continued after the event concluded.

Need work? Need a worker? Call WorkBC
submitted
Thanks to WorkBC’s Wage Subsidy
Program, a rural resident is growing her
career.
Emma lives in the Slocan Valley,
where employment and transportation
can be a challenge. The 22-year-old
was unemployed and having no success
finding work. That’s when friends
who had found jobs through WorkBC
recommended she visit her local
WorkBC Centre.

Emma connected with a youth
counsellor in Nelson, who got her started
with workshops on resume writing, selfmarketing and job searching. She also
completed a first aid course.
“WorkBC employment services
were presented in a way that was not
intimidating,” she says.
Her counsellor also identified
that she was a good candidate for the
WorkBC Wage Subsidy Program which
subsidizes employers who hire and train
job seekers who have EI eligibility. A
business can receive compensation for
up to 50% of an employee’s wage for up
to 24 weeks. The employee gets full time
work and learns new skills, while the
employer gets financial reimbursement
and a trained staff member.
Emma soon landed a job as a
farmhand at a small-scale organic
enterprise that supplies veggies and

mushrooms to local restaurants and
markets in the Slocan Valley.
“This job has been so great and I have
learned so much about the agriculture
industry,” she says, adding that she’s
acquired many lifelong transferable
skills. She is also grateful for all the
assistance she received from WorkBC,
particularly the help in purchasing
clothes for her job.
“My employment counsellor was
helpful in navigating what services were
provided. That made all the difference in
finding employment.”
WorkBC is funded by the federal
and provincial governments. To find
out more about the Wage Subsidy
Program and other WorkBC services,
visit www.WorkBC.ca or contact one of
the following WorkBC Centres: Nelson
250-352-6200; Castlegar 250-365-6515;
Trail 250-512-3001.
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Got land? Want land? Land linking workshop coming
programming are welcome.
At the workshop you will
network, hear from folks who
have already been matched,
talk leases, learn about the land
access services offered by the
BC Land Matching Program
(BCLMP), delivered by Young
Agrarians and funded in the
Columbia Basin by the Province
with support from Columbia
Basin Trust (CBT) and the
Real Estate Foundation of BC.
Landowners and farmers from
across the Basin – Revelstoke to

Salmo, Fernie to Castlegar – are
encouraged to attend.
“Land linking workshops
are an avenue for farmers and
farmland owners to meet their
regional land matchers, and
access important resources
and information about land
agreements,” says program
manager Darcy Smith. “Our
goal is to create an opportunity
for people to network, and sign
up new participants to receive
on-going support through the BC
Land Matching Program.”

The BCLMP provides an
online and searchable inventory
of BC land opportunities, and
personalized, regionally-based
matchmaking services for new
farmers and landowners. Support
services include assistance
finding land and developing legal
agreements, as well as referrals to
local and provincial resources, to
increase knowledge and facilitate
matches between new farmers
and landowners.
Aspiring farmers face a
wide range of barriers to getting

PHOTO CREDIT: HAILEY TROOCK

submitted
Are you a farmer looking
for land? Are you a landowner
looking for farmers? On Saturday,
November 16 the BC Land
Matching Program and Young
Agrarians will host the Columbia
Basin Land Linking Workshop,
bringing together landowners and
seekers from across the region.
The workshop will be held
1-6 pm at the North Shore Hall,
675 Whitmore Rd, Nelson. The
event is free, though donations
to support Young Agrarians

Krista recently found land to lease through the BC Land Matching Program.

Holly Hyatt to play the Silverton Gallery

submitted
Slocan Valley-based
blues/ soul singer, bassist and
songwriter Holly Hyatt will be at
the Silverton Gallery Saturday,
November 9 at 7:30 pm with a
five-piece band celebrating the
release of her debut solo album
Wild Heart. The album is a
full band production, complete
with horns and keyboards,
that showcases Hyatt’s highly
evolved songwriting skills and
soulfully smooth vocal abilities.
Wild Heart reached the number
two spot on Roots Music
Report’s Soul Blues charts for
2019 and garnered rave reviews
from the music press.
While remaining firmly
grounded in the soul and R&B
feel of the earlier masters,
her music transports the
listener into the modern era
with infectious dance grooves,
horn lines, funky guitar and
positive, uplifting lyrics. Hyatt
has appeared on shows with
fellow Canadian artists such

as Colin James, Jeff Healey,
Harry Manx, Sue Foley and
international legends like
Leon Russell, Los Lobos and
David ‘Fathead’ Newman. The
Memphis soul-tinged, ‘River
Flows’, which appears on the
new album and was released

earlier as a single, won the 2019
Kootenay Music Award for best
Rhythm and Blues Song.
Hyatt will be joined by
musicians Clinton Swanson,
Jack Taforo, Steve Wilson and
Jon Burden, a funky, bluesinfused, soul-based band that

matches her soulful vocal
delivery.
Admission at the door is
$15. The event is sponsored by
the Slocan Lake Arts Council
and funded by the BC Arts
Council.
www.hollyhyatt.com

On September 29 the Nakusp & District Museum held the Museum Founders’ Tea Party in honour of the wonderful folks who
created and managed the museum over the years. Approximately 70 people attended the tea party, many in delightful costumes.
This event would not have been possible without the support of Columbia Basin Trust and the creativity and hard work of Linda
Dixon, Claire Paradis, Lorna Guild, Shannon Low, Pam O’Neil, Lynda Lafleur, Lucy Ponto, Judy Hatt, Corney and Kathy Froese,
Deb Guest and the Arrow Lakes Historical Society. The next tea party will be held in June 2020; stay tuned for more information!

established, from limited training
options to the high cost of
farmland. Land in the Columbia
Basin averages a considerable
price tag of $45,073 per acre,
according to Farm Credit
Canada’s 2018 Farmland Values
Report. It’s no surprise why
access to land is one of the biggest
barriers new farmers face, and
why leasing land has become
a popular solution that enables
young entrepreneurs to start small
businesses and put more land into
production.
For Krista, who recently
found land to lease in Harrop
through the BCLMP, “the way
our economy is today makes
access to land and farming very
difficult for younger generations.
I can’t express enough importance
in encouraging young people to
stay involved in keeping our
herbs and produce grown locally.
Land share opportunities create
valuable connections within
communities and give young
farmers a chance to pursue their
passions.”
The 2016 Canadian Census
of Agriculture shows a loss of
116 farms in the Kootenay region
from 2011 figures equalling
21,172 hectares of farmland. The
average age of farm operators in
the Kootenays is 57 years old.
This all points to the
urgent need to increase local
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food production, increase
local economic development,
and support new entrants into
agriculture across the Columbia
Basin. The Basin is seeing more
and more farms selling directly to
the public through farm gate sales
and farmers’ markets, with more
than a dozen seasonal markets in
communities across the Basin.
And there’s clearly a
demand: 75% of residents in the
Basin-Boundary regions prefer
to buy locally-produced food
and more than two-thirds would
pay extra for local, says a report
from the Columbia Basin Trust.
Considering that 95% of the food
consumed in the Basin-Boundary
region is imported from other
regions, provinces or countries,
there is expansion potential for
local producers and processors.
For landowners, the benefits
of leasing out land to a farmer
may include tax incentives,
seeing land become – or stay –
productive, improvements to land
and soil health, being able to take
on less management of the land
themselves, new relationships
and, of course, fresh veggies and
other farm fresh products.
For more information and
to register, visit youngagrarians.
org/nelsonlandlink2019/ or call
Hailey at 250-212-5016. For more
information about the BCLMP,
visit youngagrarians.org/land.
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Investment Ready Nakusp targets housing
submitted
The Investment Ready Nakusp
initiative (IRN) is taking tangible steps
to encourage economic diversification
and growth through land development
promotion and positioning.
IRN is specifically targeting housing
by encouraging new lot creation, new
unit development, and the identification,
onboarding and management of rental
units to market. Unfortunately, there
are still only nine residential listings, up
one from last month, and 11 commercial
listings, down three from last month.
There are only three vacant lots listed
for sale. Drastically low inventory is
restricting the opportunity for new
investment in Nakusp. IRN will try to
facilitate new opportunities for Nakusp
landowners.
The good news is that Nakusp is
having a record year for development.
Regional District of Central Kootenay
statistics to the end of August show a
building boom in Nakusp. 25 building
permits worth $4.9 million have been
issued so far this year – higher than any
year on record, and representing over half
of the value in the region.
“Nakusp is showing phenomenal
growth, with a healthy balance of both
residential and commercial/ industrial
investment. IRN will only bolster and
encourage further local investment to
create new housing units and industrial
development opportunities,” says James
Kay of the IRN Leadership Team.
The recent Nakusp and Area Rental
Property Management Feasibility Study

The Valley Voice October 24, 2019

by Incentica, February 2019, determined
that Nakusp is growing at 2.3% per year,
and that there are approximately 230
rental units in Nakusp out of a total of 760
private households. It also determined
that 74% of Nakusp houses were built
before 1981. “The shortage of long-

term rental accommodation has been
identified as a deterrent for individuals
and families who are considering moving
to the Nakusp area, and therefore is
considered a constraint on economic
growth for the region.”
Next steps include assisting owners

in preparing plans, concept drawings and
proformas to support their investment
in development or marketing of
opportunities. Village staff are always
available to discuss opportunities and
address questions.
IRN is a partnership between the

Village of Nakusp, the Nakusp &
Area Development Board, Nakusp
& District Chamber of Commerce,
Columbia Basin Trust, and Arrow &
Slocan Lakes Community Services.
For more information: www.
investmentreadynakusp.ca.

submitted by Community Futures
Export Navigator KootenayBoundary is pleased to announce a
free, first ever, solution-oriented US
cross-border trade solution seminar in
cooperation with experts from Pacific
Customs Broker, Greg Boos Cascadia
LLLP and Spokane and Kootenay
freight forwarders among others. The
seminar takes place November 14 at
the Prestige in Nelson, 11 am - 3 pm.
The proximity to the US border is
the Kootenay’s greatest trading asset, yet
crossing borders with commercial goods
faces ever increasing complexities and
regulations. US-bound shipments
presently are almost exclusively routed
via Calgary and Vancouver, making
it costly and time consuming to reach
US customers.
‘Doing Business in the USA’ is a
seminar with a meticulously selected
panel consisting of US immigration
and cross-border lawyers, US tax
specialists, customs brokers, and
logistics professionals from Spokane
area and Kootenays.
It will offer a fast-paced guide
to expanding your sales into the US.
Whether opening a facility with a US

address or partnering with a distribution
centre for your e-commerce activity, our
seasoned panel will present options that
will help determine an export strategy
and understand responsibilities with
local and federal government agencies
such as the US Customs and Border
Protection, Secretary of State, and US
Citizen and Immigration Services.
The content focuses on current

trends seen in the USA/CAN crossborder market and based on the
experiences of each speaker. Smallto medium-sized businesses who
attend this event will walk away with
invaluable new connections, knowledge
of all available resources and a lot of
information.
No matter your experience with
exporting or type of product, this must-

attend, interactive seminar will prove
invaluable to those looking to errorproof their US market access strategy.
To register, contact Community
Futures Central Kootenay at info@
futures.bc.ca or call 250-352-1933
ext. 100.
Registration deadline is November
8 for event planning purposes. Working
lunch will be provided.

Export Navigator to offer ‘Doing Business in the USA’ seminar

The proximity to the US border is the Kootenay’s greatest trading asset.
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About the Nakusp & Area Development Board
submitted
The Nakusp & Area Development
Board supports small business in
our community through economic
development and collaborative
partnerships, and in celebration of Small
Business Month we’d like to share a little
about who we are and what we do.
As a non-profit society since 1989
with a volunteer board of directors,
our goal is to help our residents and
the business community by promoting

economic growth and development of the
West Kootenays.
Here are some of our local and
regional activities.

submitted
The Kaslo and Area Chamber
of Commerce is a long-running
organization that has almost completely
refreshed itself this year. The new board
has big plans and is very optimistic about
fulfilling them.
The five directors on the board are:
Karma Halleran, president; Kul Nijjar,
vice president; Dana Blouin, secretary;
Jeff Davie, treasurer; Dave McCowan
and Henry Van Mill, Village liaison.

Though running without a paid
administrator at the moment, all directors
are chipping in to take on some of the
duties. Although they may not be quite
as quick to respond as they have been in
the past, they will address any questions
or enquiries that come their way.
Underway at the moment is planning
for the Christmas Party, Thursday
December 5 to be held at the Taqueria el
Corzon (ticket $25); Light Up Saturday
Dec 7; and the Great Gift Give Away.

Broadband initiative

We worked collaboratively with
Columbia Wireless (columbiawireless.
ca) to assist with surveys, approvals for
wireless tower locations, and hosted
information sessions and a launch event.
Columbia Wireless installed a tower
on Summit Peak this fall, providing

Kaslo and Area Chamber of Commerce introduces new board

wireless internet access for Summit Lake
residents. An additional tower installed on
Kuskanax Peak will provide continued
growth in wireless internet options for
the entire region.

Feasibility study

We completed a feasibility study to
explore potential for a Rental Property
Management system to help address
the housing shortage in Nakusp and the
surrounding area. The final report includes
situational analysis and comparison with
similar-sized communities, Nakusp ‘fit’
with the property management industry,
financial feasibility, and potential next
steps. The report has been shared within
our community, and is also available
on our website (nadb.ca) for other
communities and organizations facing
the same challenges.

Imagine Kootenay

We’re partners in this joint-initiative
of local governments, economic
development organizations and Chambers
of Commerce with the aim of attracting

Your best
insurance is
an insurance
broker.

Kathy

Yarns • Quilting Fabric • Notions
304 6th Ave. • New Denver
Open Wed-Sat 10:30 - 4:30 • 250-551-6509

518 - 6th Avenue • New Denver • 250-358-2270

401-6th Avenue, New Denver
Phone: (250) 358-2617
Fax: (250) 358-2524

Email: newdenver@rhcinsurance.com

and supporting investment and workforce
development throughout the Kootenay
and Boundary region. We are active
members on the regional steering
committee, and work collaboratively
with the Nakusp & District Chamber
of Commerce to ensure our region
and its investment opportunities are
well-represented and lead to successful
conversions into property sales.
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West Kootenay Boundary
Investment Coop

We were involved in the initial
discussions, grant application/ award
process and implementation of the steering
committee, and continue to be active
members with a primary goal of promoting
Nakusp as ‘Ready for Investment’. We
work collaboratively with representatives
from the Village of Nakusp, Nakusp
& District Chamber of Commerce,
Columbia Basin Trust, and Arrow &
Slocan Lakes Community Services to
help facilitate land development for
residential housing, industrial parks and
commercial revitalization.

This is a new member-owned
association that allows its members
to invest into local businesses with
the purpose of promoting economic,
social, environmental and community
impacts. As a founding member, the
NADB has been actively involved in the
implementation process and currently
represents Nakusp, helping to make a
positive impact for our community and
region.
This past year we’ve also provided
letters of support for organizations such
as: Arrow & Slocan Lakes Community
Services, Kootenay Adaptive Sport
Association, Nakusp and Area Bike
Society, Nakusp Rotary Club, Visit
Nakusp and WorkBC Centre.
To request a letter of support, or
for more information about our board
members and upcoming meetings and
activities, go to our website: nadb.ca. We
look forward to hearing from you!

Kelly Roberts, Owner/Broker

Janis and Shon

Investment Ready Nakusp

Ph: 250-265-3635
email: nakusp@royallepage.ca
www.selkirkrealty.com

409 Broadway St. Nakusp, BC
250-265-3332

The Biggest
Little Store
in the West
Kootenay
ALL
ORGANIC
PRODUCE

Ben and Victoria

(lots of local ...
in season)

ORGANIC BULK FOOD AND SPICES
Organic/Natural Groceries • Dairy,
Cheeses and Alternatives • Personal
Care and Vitamins
9-6 Mon-Sat • Sunday 10-4
Downtown Winlaw 226-7255
Celebrating 13 years as your local
community whole foods store!

Karl

Marvin

778-454-CUTS(2887)
legendarymeats@gmail.com
legendarymeats.ca

2775 Unit N Popoff Drive, South Slocan

A big thank you to
everyone for your
continued support over
the last 33 years.
Todd and Val
416 Broadway Nakusp
265-3644

Mathew, Joel & Vince DeVito

Kaslo, BC • 250-353-2257
Celebrating 11 years
in business!

Since 1986

figmentscanada.com
408 Front St, Kaslo • 250-353-2566

Small Business Month is a national celebration of
Canadian entrepreneurs and their contribution to
Canada’s economy. John Horgan, Premier, and
Katrine Conroy, MLA for Kootenay West, are proud
to support all small business owners and workers.
			Katrine Conroy, MLA
			Kootenay West
			2-1006 3rd St.
			
Castlegar, BC V1N 3X6
			250-304-2783
			1-888-755-0556
			Katrine.conroy.mla@leg.bc.ca
			www.katrineconroy.ca
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New brand and new plan for Slocan Valley Chamber of Commerce
submitted
The Chamber of Commerce in
the Slocan Valley has been taking a
good look at itself over the past year.
“We have just been through
strategic planning and a branding
process,” says Jan McMurray,
president of the Chamber.
During the branding process,
the Chamber board decided to call
the organization the ‘Slocan Valley
Chamber of Commerce,’ even
though its official name is the ‘Slocan
District Chamber of Commerce.’
“We recognized that ‘Slocan
District’ doesn’t really mean anything

to people,” said McMurray. “We’re
in the Slocan Valley, and everyone
calls this place the Slocan Valley,
so we decided to go with that in our
name.”
McMurray adds that the
Chamber encourages businesses
and organizations from the entire
Slocan Valley to become members,
even though the organization is based
in New Denver.
The strategic planning process
resulted in three general goals for
the Chamber: support the business
community; contribute towards
resident attraction and retention;

and contribute towards economic
sustainability of the area. Some
of the activities to support these
goals include hosting networking
events and workshops, connecting
businesses with resources, continuing
to host the Visitor Centre, improving
and maintaining the website, and
developing a new business welcome
wagon program.
Upcoming projects for the
Chamber include a new website and
a resident attraction project.
A survey conducted as part of the
strategic planning showed the three
most beneficial Chamber activities
as hosting the Visitor Centre in New
Denver, hosting the website with

its online business directory, and
starting the Health Committee.
The Chamber had another
successful year of operating the
Visitor Centre with Erika Beringer as
manager. “We’re sad to say this was
Erika’s last year as Visitor Centre
manager,” said McMurray. “After
five years, Erika has decided that she
wants year-round retirement!”
The Chamber is also very
pleased that two new doctors have
recently signed a contract to work
at the Slocan Community Health
Centre in New Denver, keeping
the 24/7 emergency department
open. “Our expanded and enhanced
health committee played a key

role in helping to recruit doctors
to the area,” said McMurray. “Our
Health Committee is working with
the Village of New Denver Health
Select Committee to continue efforts
to improve health services in the
local area, and is a member of the
BC Rural Health Network, which is
working to improve health services
in rural communities throughout the
province.”
The upcoming resident attraction
project is funded by the provincial
Rural Dividend Program. The
Chamber’s strategic planning process
was supported by the Columbia
Basin Trust Nonprofit Advisors
Program.

submitted
It’s Small Business Month and
we at the Slocan Valley Economic
Development Partnership and Slocan
Valley Economic Development
Commission would like to honour all
the storefront and home-based small
businesses out there. Those of us who
are self-employed and have to wear
many hats, be really good at what we
do, and hustle to make ends meet –
and juggle this with home and family
life – are sure kept busy. Thankfully
we live in a grounding and healthy
environment with such a supportive
and caring community. Remember to
ask for help if you need it!
This time of year for many is a

shoulder season. Kids are back in
school, we can take a breath and get
prepared for winter. It’s a good time
to reflect on what just happened, and
to give thanks for the gentle weather
and minimal wildfire season we
enjoyed.
It was this time last year that the
Slocan Valley Economic Development
Partnership project really got up and
running. The year has been very busy
and quite productive on many fronts.
Right now we are working on
redeveloping the slocanvalley.com
website. Contracts were awarded to
Shauna Fidler of Design Farm and
Brad Higham of Collabo Consulting,
both valley residents.
We see real value in supporting
local small businesses whenever
possible, and putting money where
our mouths are. We congratulate
Shauna and Brad on their good work.
In the new year we will see a new
look and better functionality of the

website, followed by an improved
social media presence. The Slocan
Valley Chamber of Commerce and
Arrow Slocan Tourism Association
are also developing a new look so the
valley will be looking pretty spiffy
online in 2020.
The year ahead will involve
support for small businesses in the
Agriculture, Cannabis, Tourism,
Technology, and Arts & Culture
sectors, as well as continued capacitybuilding with valley organizations.
SVEDC Chair Leah Main
adds, “Our Valley economy relies
on entrepreneurs, home-based
businesses, independent eateries,
artists and craftspeople, as well as
locally-owned franchise businesses.
We are a community of hard-working,
flexible, creative people. This is our
strength!”
Hats off to you Slocan Valley
small businesses for making life here
so much better for us all!

Slocan Valley celebrates Small Business Month

The KBS Crew

KASLO BUILDING
SUPPLIES

Gary

Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

6521 Hwy 31. Kaslo
Phone: 250-353-7628
Fax: 250-353-7740
www.kaslobuilding.com

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work,
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal
WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS

359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539

3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

Hana, Pauli, Peter, Slava
and Dascha
Lex Jones
Colleen

info@jonesboysboats.com
www.jonesboysboats.com
250.353.2550

402 Front Street
Kaslo
250-353-9667

botanical dispensary, healing
suites & teaching centre

cedar creek gardens hwy 6
250.226.7744
emeryherbals.com

Victor & Wausa

359-2298

Many thanks to the propane users and
JEMS customers that have supported me
over the past 27 years in the Slocan. I’m
grateful for the privilege of serving you.
Warm wishes
Jim Berrill

CORNUCOPIA celebrates 33
years as a family business. A
BIG THANK YOU to all of our
customers! It’s a pleasure
to be part of Kaslo’s vibrant
downtown. THANK YOU FOR
SHOPPING LOCALLY
Fridays – Seniors Day
save 10%
Leona, Russ & staff
422 Front St Kaslo • BC
250-353-2594

New Denver • 358-7702

Tom

441 Front Street • Kaslo
250-353-2054
tcmbs@telus.net
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Nakusp Chamber launches business survey in partnership with BC Chamber
by Jan McMurray
The Nakusp & District
Chamber of Commerce is asking
local businesses to take an online
survey called the Collective
Perspective Survey. The link to
the survey can be found on the
Chamber’s website and Facebook

page, or by emailing nakusp@
telus.net.
The survey is province-wide,
but if 50 local businesses respond,
the Chamber will receive a detailed
report for Nakusp and area.
“We want a regional report for
Nakusp and area businesses, so we

can better understand what local
people need to thrive and grow,”
said Nakusp Chamber Manager
Cedra Eichenauer. “We’d also like
to share the information with our
municipal government.”
Eichenauer adds that this is a
way for local businesses to have a

submitted
With Small Business Month
upon us and an election underway,
you would think the only thing
entrepreneurs care about is the
usual small biz pain points:
raising capital, regulation, taxes,
taxes and more taxes.
But business owners are
people, and here are some of the
issues they face in terms of their
work-life balance. A new poll of
small business owners suggests
some BC entrepreneurs never stop
working and never take vacation.
The CIBC SmartBanking
for Business Survey took the
pulse of 1,005 small business
owners – finding that one in five
BC entrepreneurs are always
working, one in three works
more than 50 hours per week and
15% work more than 60 hours
per week.
When asked how much
vacation time they take per year,
one in 10 BC business owners
indicated they do not take any
vacation as they “can’t get away
from their business,” and an
additional 22% will take one week

or less for all of 2019.
Additionally, 60% of BC
entrepreneurs report working
more hours than before they
started their business and 54%
feel their present stress levels are
much higher.
One of the survey questions
was: “If you had more time away
from work, how would you spend
it?” The top answer was travelling,
with 60% of BC entrepreneurs

choosing to escape. Next up
was pursuing a passion, hobby
or activity (42%). Exercising/
playing sports was next at 38%,
followed by socializing with
friends/ family at 34%. Rounding
out the top findings was relaxing
or meditating (29%) and getting
more rest (25%). Of note, only
6% of BC entrepreneurs (18-34)
would use their time away from
work to start a new company.

CIBC business survey
highlights work-life balance issues

Abbey, Ben & Emma

Nikta

voice at the provincial level. “We
feel a little bit like we’re off in the
hinterlands – how can we have
any significance when the South
Okanagan is in our riding? The
more of us who take the survey, the
more information that comes from
us. This is a chance for our voices
to be heard on an equal basis with
larger communities.”
The Collective Perspective
Survey is part of the BC Chamber’s
BCMindReader.com initiative.
Data is collected through BC
MindReader, and is used to inform
the BC Chamber ’s advocacy
efforts and policy direction. The
data is shared locally, so it can
help local businesses with their
business decisions.
The Nakusp Chamber is
encouraging local businesses to
take the Collective Perspectives
Survey and also to sign up
for BCMindReader.com. If

Oliver & Heather

We thank all our
small businesses for
making New Denver
the vibrant community
that it is!
-The Council of
New Denver

Wren
Dan & Jan

William
Hunter
Cabins

303 Lake Ave. Silverton, BC

e-mail : info@williamhuntercabins.ca

with Organic Espresso Bar
New Denver’s Main Street

Pat & Peggy

Mountain
Valley Station
Gas/Diesel/Propane/Store/ATM
355-2245 • Slocan, BC

Kaslo Clothes
Hanger
415 Front St, Kaslo
353-9688

phone : 250.358.2647

5 am - 9 pm
weekdays
6 am - 9 pm
Sat. & Sun.

250-353-2205
Downtown
Kaslo

Derek and Candice Dewar

522 Lake Avenue • Silverton
6336 Hwy 31, Kaslo
353-7409

50 businesses sign up for BC
MindReader, Nakusp and area will
get custom reports on all surveys.
Eichenauer explains that 50 is
the critical number for the data to
be statistically significant.

250-358-2360
mail@siltrans.ca

344 Front St.
Kaslo

Small business is the
backbone of our local
economy. Thank you to
all our small business
people for your hard
work and communitymindedness

COMMUNITY
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RDCK board, October 17: Funding application made to continue Regional FireSmart program
by Jan McMurray
• Lana Wilson, president
of West Kootenay Amateur
Radio Club (WKARC) made
a presentation to the board.
The organization has 15
members and operates two
radio repeater sites, covering
much of the RDCK. WKARC
is working with RDCK
emergency management
to integrate amateur radio
communications support into
RDCK plans and support
services.

Bird Seed
& Feeders

Fence Posts
& Fencing

• The RDCK will
apply for $150,000 from
the Community Resiliency
Investment Program to
continue the Regional
FireSmart Program. The funds
will be used to hire up to seven
full-time staff from May to
October 2020.
• The board will apply to
the Community Emergency
Preparedness Fund for
$400,000 to fund three
training positions for one
year, contract training and

Fir wood
pellets

Stove Pipe, Stoves
& Accessories
Wood cutting tools,
Saws, Chains, Oil,
Files

Animal feed for
chickens, horses,
pigs, sheep,
llama, dogs, cats
& more
Septic Tanks, Pipe
& Fittings

Fall bulbs for beautiful
spring flowers

training props for RDCK fire
stations. The three trainers
who would be hired full-time
for one year would assist
RDCK fire departments to
meet the current standards as
detailed in the Office of the
Fire Commissioner Structure
Firefighters Competency and
Training Playbook.
• The RDCK continues to
grow out of its office space.
An Office Space Select
Committee was formed to
look at the issue and to hire
a consultant to help solve the
problem. Committee members
include Directors Walter
Popoff, Joseph Hughes, Tanya
Wall and Janice Morrison. The
committee was mandated to
have a recommendation to the
board by May.
• The lease of space in
the Kutenai Building for
the Emergency Operations
Centre, Fire & Emergency
Management Services offices
and Community Services
offices will be extended for
another 36 months until April
2023 at a cost not to exceed
$225,921.75.
• The board received the
results of a survey regarding
RDCK communications
and website. Some of the
highlights are as follows.
Most respondents use their
local newspaper or the RDCK
website to get information
about the RDCK. Respondents
were split when asked whether
they feel well informed about
RDCK services – one-third
agree, one-third are neutral,
and one-third disagrees.
Only 30% of respondents
feel the RDCK listens to
residents’ feedback. One-third
don’t use social media. The
RDCK topics that interest
respondents the most are
recreational programming and
resource recovery.
• The board will send a
letter in support of Selkirk
College’s application for a
Technology Access Centre
(TAC). A Selkirk College
document explains: “A TAC
is a centre affiliated with

Considering
Community Service?
Consider Nakusp
Rotary
Call Mayumi
for Details: 250-265-0002

Support the Valley
Voice with a voluntary
subscription

Only $10-$30
Send Cheque or Money
Order to: Valley Voice, Box 70,
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

a Canadian college that
provides access to specialized
technology, equipment and
expertise to local industry with
the goal of enhancing their
productivity and innovation.”
The RDCK will provide inkind communications and
marketing support to the
project over the next five
years.
• A resolution brought
forward by the Federation
of Canadian Municipalities
(FCM) was passed. The
resolution calls on all
national parties to commit
to modernizing how they
work with local governments
“to get even more done for

Canadians.”

• A $10,000 infrastructure
planning grant from the
Province was approved for the
South Slocan Water System
Direct Filtration Study.
• The Rosebery Parklands
and Trails Commission has
identified some priority items
for the 2020 budget, including
cable car restoration and
a geotechnical report and
follow-up on a new slough
near the cable car. Also,
demarcation, signage and
beach access at Rosebery
Shores has been deferred to
2020.
• The RDCK is working

on regulating special events in
Areas H (Slocan Valley) and
E (Balfour area). If this goes
through, organizers of mass
gatherings in these areas will
have to apply to the RDCK
for a permit. The process to
adopt the necessary bylaws
is lengthy, and is estimated
to be completed in April.
It will include education
of the public and event
planning community. A staff
report on this subject states:
“Communication received
from Area H residents over
the summer of 2019 indicate
considerable public interest
in services to regulate mass
gatherings.”

submitted
With the recent completion
of a Slocan River Streamkeepers
project funded by the Regional
District of Central Kootenay, a
gap analysis of some 25 years of
research and monitoring is now
available. It identifies where the
current basis of knowledge and
understanding can and should
be augmented and clarified. For
the purpose of this analysis, the
study area of the resulting report
has been the Slocan River from
its outlet at the south end of
Slocan Lake to its confluence
with the Kootenay River.
The project involved
two key steps: a literature
review, and then interviews
with scientists, members of
Streamkeepers, and residents
who have been involved with
the studies and conservation
efforts on the Slocan River.
In response to growing
concerns about source-water
protection, the Regional District
of Central Kootenay intends to
take steps toward developing
a stronger role in watershed
governance and to support
collaborative decision-making.
A document released last

year by the RDCK states that
“Source watershed governance
proposes an ecosystems-based
planning approach be taken
that includes consideration
for the land (tree and soil),
water (surface and ground), air
(quality), and risk (wildfire and
flood hazards).”
Ecosystems-based
conservation planning is a
management strategy that, as
the first priority, maintains
or restores natural ecological
integrity, including biodiversity.
The Slocan River Streamkeepers
embrace the approach,
but say they are realistic in
their expectations regarding
collaboration with government
agencies, and will use the gap
document for planning future
restoration work and protection
of past projects.
Using the RDCK grant,
Slocan River Streamkeepers
pursued the creation of a
document to inform about, and
provide recommendations on
ecosystem-based management
strategies to maintain the
hydrological and ecological
integrity of the watershed.
Streamkeepers then hired

Dominique Monnier to carry
out the project. She is a graduate
of Selkirk College’s Integrated
Environmental Planning
program, who subsequently
worked for two years as a BC
park ranger, and since then
as a field technician and field
supervisor in biological and
environmental programs.
To develop the report,
Monnier undertook a review
of more than 100 studies, such
as ones concerned with the
geographical features that define
the life and function of the river,
as well as fish assessments, and
research into animal, plant,
and habitat conditions. The
resulting document goes on to
suggest management strategies
for maintaining ecological
integrity. In short, this gap
analysis is intended to inform,
and provide recommendations
on management strategies to
maintain the ecological and
hydrological integrity of the
watershed.
The report can be
downloaded from the
Streamkeepers website:
slocanriverstreamkeepers.
wordpress.com/.

submitted
WildSafeBC is asking the
residents of Areas H & K to take
a proactive approach in deterring
bears this season. Although there
is a lot of talk about bears and
garbage, it is important to realize
how much of an issue fruit trees
can be if they are not cared for
with wildlife in mind.
Once a bear gets a reward
from a fruit tree, it will return
to the tree again and again.
Although fruit might seem like
a natural food source for these
bears, fruit in our backyards
leads to habituation of wildlife
– something that is dangerous
and cannot be undone.
Simple solutions to this
problem include picking fruit
and allowing it ripen indoors or
to pick fruit daily as it ripens.
Cleaning up windfall is also very
important, as is pruning trees to

control growth (making them
easier to harvest.) Connect with
community gleaning groups to
donate excess fruit or to have
your fruit gleaned (picked) for
you.
If you do not want your
trees to produce fruit, prune the
tree vigorously or spray spring
blossoms with a garden hose to
knock the blossoms off the tree.
Even consider replacing your
tree with a native, non-fruit or
nut-bearing variety.
Electric fencing is also a
simple way to protect your
fruit trees from wildlife. Visit
wildsafebc.com/electricfencing to view electric fencing
guidelines and checklists. There
are programs in the region to
help offset the cost of electric
fencing and it is a proactive
measure you can take with
proven results.

Please report wildlife
conflicts to the Conservation
Officer Service at 1-877-9527277. Residents can also report
wildlife conflict other than bear,
cougar, coyote or wolf online
at WildSafeBC’s Wildlife Alert
Reporting Program (WARP),
available at www.wildsafebc.
com/warp. This program allows
you to see what wildlife has been
reported in your neighbourhood
and be alerted of new sightings.
It also helps WildSafe to identify
problem areas and to look for
solutions.
If you have questions,
contact Tammy White, New
Denver/ Silverton/ Nakusp/ Area
K WildSafeBC Community
Coordinator at 250-505-4393,
newdenver@wildsafebc.
com, www.wildsafebc.
com or facebook.com/
WildSafeBCNewDenver/.

Area H

Streamkeepers’ gap analysis is a wrap

Don’t let fruit attract bears

KASLO & DISTRICT
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Kaslo council, October 8: City Hall gets connected to new sewer system
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by Jan McMurray
• The CAO reported that the City
Hall building is now hooked up to the
new sewer system.
• Paving of the Moyie Beach
Waterfront Trail and installation
of the EV charger near the rear of
the Kemball building were projects
scheduled for October.
• Verna Mumby, owner of
Mumby’s Arboriculture Consulting,
visited Kaslo last month to update
the report she did for the Village.
The Parks, Trails and Public Arts
Committee will review the Village’s
current tree policy and the updated
Mumby Report, and will report back
to council with any recommended
changes.
• The Village’s application for
wildfire mitigation funding from the
provincial Community Resiliency
Initiative Program has six main
elements: education (through the
homeowners support program);
planning (conducting public building
and community infrastructure

assessments for Village assets);
interagency co-operation (cross
jurisdictional meetings with key
regional partners); cross-training,
as identified by the Kaslo Fire
Department; FireSmart activities
in residential areas; and fuel
management on municipal land. The
project will generate employment
and income opportunities, increase
local expertise, raise community
awareness, assist local residents
in reducing wildfire hazards, and
treat approximately 30 hectares of
municipal land.
• Council received a letter from
Patti Coutts, president of the Kaslo
Legion, asking the Village to ensure
respect for the cenotaph site during
the Jazz Festival. Coutts said she
had received many complaints about
the lack of respect for the site during
the festival this year. “This year, the
Kaslo cenotaph had scavenger hunt
stickers pasted on the monument
itself and there were placards, chairs,
people and litter scattered over the

cenotaph grounds as if it were a
public picnic ground,” she said. The
CAO said he would raise this concern
at an October 9 Jazz Fest debrief
meeting.
• The Kaslo & District Community
Forest Society was given permission
to store industrial equipment on land
near the aerodrome. The society will
pay a $500 fee for the one-year period
until September 9, 2020. The Village
has recently given KDCFS a Licence
of Occupation on this same land to set
up a seacan for storage of firefighting
equipment, gear and seedlings. The
CAO reported that the society is
interested in a long-term lease of land
in this area in the future.
• Stellar Heliskiing was given
permission to construct an addition to
their hangar at the aerodrome.
• Connection to the sewer at 443
A Avenue was authorized, as the
property owner had received a report
from a qualified engineer that the
existing septic system poses a risk to
human health and the environment.

The property owner must apply for
and meet the conditions of a sewer
permit, including decommissioning
of the failing on-site septic system,
and will be billed for labour and
equipment costs of the Village crew,
the connection fee of $3,475 and
the yearly sewer fees, plus a late
connection/ administration fee. Other
property owners will be allowed to
connect under the same conditions
if they apply by October 31.
• The CAO reported that the most
recent Rural Dividend funding intake
was cancelled so the government can
channel the funds towards programs
to support forestry workers. The
Village had applied for $100,000 for a
Community Signage and Wayfinding
project in partnership with the
Chamber. He said the Village and
Chamber may be able to find alternate
funding sources for the project or for
some of the project components.
• The Kaslo delegation at
the Union of BC Municipalities
convention met with RCMP

representatives and learned that
there will be 40 new members
across the province, including 12
in a new strategic support unit. Four
support unit members will be based
in Kamloops or Kelowna and will
be assigned to small communities
like Kaslo when additional support
is needed, for relief, filling gaps, and
special events.
• Plastic Bag Ban Bylaw update:
The CAO was going to meet with
other CAOs at the Local Government
Management Association meeting to
discuss options.
• The Village will cover the Kaslo
Chamber sewer fees for May Days.
• The CAO reported that
ministerial approval of the Liquid
Waste Management Plan (LWMP) is
expected in November. First Nations
consultation on the plan revealed
the lack of a receiving environment
monitoring plan (REMP). This need
not delay approval of the LWMP, but
the Village will be required to create
a REMP.

submitted
The Health Fair is an opportunity
to discover the many services offered
in Kaslo and Area D. Come out
to the Primary Health Centre in
Kaslo on Wednesday November
6, 2019, 10:00 am - 3:30 pm, or to
Jewett School in Meadow Creek
on Wednesday, November 20. The

Health Fair combines an open house
at the Kaslo Primary Health Centre
with the annual Flu Shot Clinic. A
variety of healthcare workers are
on hand.
This is a chance to meet
traditional, complementary, and
supportive health practitioners.
View displays, speak with service

providers and receive some hands-on
treatments. Enjoy coffee and snacks,
and visit with friends. Get your
‘Health Passport’ signed and enter
the prize draw.
This year ’s displays will
include: Health Outreach Nurse
– STOP HIV Program, KORTS,
Kaslo Community Pharmacy, BC

Responsible Gambling Prevention,
Hospice Society, Body Energetics,
Seniors’ Services, Community
Paramedics, Mindfulness, Primary
Care / Home and Community Care
Nurse, Body Movement for Balance
and Integration, Emergency Social
Services, Mental Health, Thai
Massage, Options for Sexual Health,

Kootenay Trails Physiotherapy and
more.
All are welcome at the Victorian
Hospital of Kaslo Community Health
Centre, 673 ‘A’ Ave, Wednesday,
November 6, and Jewett School,
November 20. Sponsored by the
Village of Kaslo Health Select
Committee.

submitted
A former motel site will soon make
way for 47 new affordable homes for
seniors, adults with disabilities and
those experiencing homelessness in
Nelson.
The new four-storey building,
Lakeside Place, will bring 42 affordable
housing units for seniors and adults
with disabilities and another five units
for people experiencing or at risk of
homelessness. The building will have
laundry facilities, an amenity room
with a residential kitchen and office
space for Nelson CARES Society
Kootenay Seniors program.
The site, 805 Nelson Ave., formerly
housed a 20-unit motel, which was
demolished in 2018. In partnership

with the City of Nelson, a large outdoor
space is proposed on the east side of
the building, providing outdoor space
for residents and the larger community.
“Nelson has experienced a near
0% vacancy rate for several years,”
says Mayor John Dooley, “and we
are hopeful that projects such as
this will free up housing units in our
community, while providing affordable
accommodation for our seniors and
persons living with disabilities.”
Nelson CARES Society provided
the land for the project and will own
and operate the building once it is
complete. The society also operates
an adjacent eight-unit building to serve
people at risk of homelessness and
will connect residents at both sites to

supports in the community.
The Province provided $8.6 million
for the project, as well as construction
financing. Columbia Basin Trust
provided a grant of $200,000 for the
development of the project.
Construction began in September
2019 and is scheduled to be completed
by late 2020.
Delivering affordable housing is
a shared priority between government
and the BC Green Party caucus and
is part of the Confidence and Supply
Agreement.
The project will include 36 onebedroom, six two-bedroom and five
studio units, for a total of 47 homes.
In addition to these 47 homes, the
Province is working in partnership to

build nearly 300 new affordable homes
in the Kootenays. To address the issue
of housing affordability for British
Columbians, the Province is curbing
speculation in BC’s housing market
and helping build 114,000 affordable
market rental, non-profit, supported
social housing and owner-purchase
housing through partnerships.

submitted
The Province has noticed the
shortage of care aides in BC and is
taking action to increase the number
of qualified health care assistants to
continue improving care for seniors.
Through the Ministries of Health
and Advanced Education, Skills and
Training, government is providing
approximately $3.64 million over the
next two years to create 418 new health
care assistant seats in 14 post-secondary
institutions. Health care assistants are
also known as care aides, community
health workers and other titles.
Selkirk College in Trail will get
$260,000 for 36 more seats; College
of the Rockies in Cranbrook, $128,000
for 16 seats; Okanagan College,
Revelstoke, $109,500 for 10 seats.

There are currently an estimated
25,500 health-care assistants employed
by health authorities and affiliated
employers in British Columbia.
Health care assistants provide personal
support services for people living with
disabilities and those living with acute
or chronic illnesses, including seniors.
They work in a variety of settings,
including long-term care homes, acute
care, home support and assisted living.
There are 17 publicly funded postsecondary institutions throughout BC
that offer health care assistant training.
Training programs are approximately
six to 10 months long. The first of the
new seats became available to postsecondary institutions in September
2019.
Increasing the number of

trained health care assistants is part
of government’s commitment to
strengthen the supports available to
seniors. It is investing approximately
$1 billion over three years to improve
care for seniors, including investments
in primary care, home health, longterm care and assisted living. This also
includes $240 million over three years to
increase staffing levels in long-term care
homes, with the goal of achieving 3.36
direct care hours per resident day – on
average – across all health authorities
by the end of 2020-21.
In 2019, 19% of BC’s population is
65 or over. In 15 years, this percentage
is expected to rise to 25%. Last year, the
ministries provided approximately $3.3
million to create 384 health care assistant
seats in 11 post-secondary institutions.

Kaslo and Area Health Fair 2019 at the Primary Health Centre

Affordable rental homes coming to Nelson

More funding to train caregivers

20

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza.
250-353-2282.
KASLO HOUSING SOCIETY Housing
Coordinator, assisting residents of Kaslo and
Area D with affordable housing. Office hours:
Tuesday 1-3, Wednesday & Thursday 9-12 or
by appointment. #23 The Langham, Kaslo.
250-353-8363. Funding for this position
thanks to CBT and RDCK/ Kaslo EDC.

GARDENING

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

THE VALLEY VOICE owners are
thinking about succession planning! We
invite community members interested in
the newspaper business (or learning about
the newspaper business) to contact us by
email: valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca. Serious
inquiries only, please.
HAVE YOU ALWAYS DREAMED about
starting your own business? If so, call
Community Futures to learn about the free
Business Plan workshop open to anyone!
And if you’re eligible, you may also qualify
for the Self-Employment Program, where you
will receive ongoing business training and
coaching and usually financial support while
you start your business. To learn more call 2653674 ext. 201 or email Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

ACCOMMODATIONS

Grow Your Own
Indoor & Outdoor Garden
Supplies, Knowledgeable Staff,
Regular Hours
Mon – Sat 9 am - 5 pm

RECYCLING
Smokey Creek Salvage

FREE DROP OFF
of most appliances, all metals,
power tools, lawn mowers, etc.

250-359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539

CLASSIFIED ADS

THINKING OF STARTING, buying
or expanding your own business? If so,
Community Futures offers business loans,
counseling & training; and delivers the
Self Employment program in the Arrow
& Slocan Lakes area. For more info leave
a message at 265-3674 ext. 201 or email
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

CARD OF THANKS

THANK YOU to the Zion United Church
in Silverton for the donation of chairs to the
Hills Community Hall.

COMING EVENTS

ST. ANTHONY’S 46th ANNUAL FLEA
MARKET: November 30, 10-2, Bosun
Hall, New Denver. Tables $25. Call Bev
Casley 250-358-7771.
SQUARE DANCING! 5 piece band
‘Eldorado Hoedown’ and live caller October
26 & November 23, 6:30-9 pm at the
Bosun Hall in New Denver. Beginners are
welcome. Call 358-7158 for information.
HARVEST DINNER - Annual Community
Potluck at the Silverton Memorial Hall,
November 16 at 5:30pm. Celebrate local
food abundance with friends, neighbours
and newcomers! Bring your favourite fall
dish or dessert to share and enjoy music

Your ad
could be
here for
only $19.50
+ GST

and dancing with Eldorado Hoedown!
Local meats, music and beverages provided
thanks to CBT sponsorship.
JUSDANCE NAKUSP! Escape the cold
and get your dance on to World Fusion
music. November 2, 16, and 30, 7-9pm.
Firehall upstairs, Nakusp BC. $10 suggested
donation www.facebook.com/groups/
jusdancenakusp
The Langham Presents THE NEW
CUSTOMS Friday November 8, 7pm.
Evocative Indie-roots-folk duo from
Winnipeg return with a new album full
of Emma Cloney’s haunting vocals and
the impeccable eclectic riffing of multiinstrumentalist Dale Brown. Tickets $15
Willow or Sunnyside. www.thelangham.ca
NAKUSP & DISTRICT MUSEUM
SOCIETY AGM - Saturday, October
26, 3pm, at the Archives Office in the
Centennial Building, 92 Sixth Ave NW.
KOOTS KIDS CLOTHING EXCHANGE
- Saturday, November 2, Noon - 3 pm. Bosun
Hall, New Denver. Trade children’s clothes
or just take some home.
HOLLY HYATT ‘WILD HEART’
album release party at Silverton Gallery on
November 9 at 7:30 pm. $15 at the door.

Bikes, Skis,
Snowshoes
Sales and
Maintenance
• Guesthouse •

Call Shon
250-265-3332

shonsbs@gmail.com

The Valley Voice October 24, 2019
Sponsored by the Slocan Lake Arts Council.
Funded by BCAC. Come on out for some
awesome & soulful Rhythm and Blues!
TEXAS HOLD’EM TOURNAMENT
Saturday November 9, 6:30 pm sharp
Slocan Valley Legion Hall 502 Harold St.
Slocan $30 Buy-in. Tickets at Mountain
Valley Station or phone 250-355-2672 to
reserve. BC Gaming rules will apply. The
Legion welcomes members & guests.
CHRISTMAS IN THE VALLEY CRAFT
FAIRE - Sunday November 17 at the Slocan
Valley Legion Hall, 502 Harold St. Slocan.
10am-3pm. $1 admission. Soup, sandwiches
& goodies available. Come out & support your
local artisans! We look forward to seeing you.
SENIORS DAY starting Tuesday October
29, 10-12 in the Silverton Museum. Coffee
and snacks. Everyone welcome.
VHKAS HALLOWEEN AUTUMN TEA
& FUNDRAISER Kaslo, Saturday October
26, 12 noon-2:30pm at St. Andrews Heritage
Hall on 4th Street - Tickets are $7 - 6 and
under free, includes food, drink and delicious
desserts. Crafts, jewelry, bake sale, treasure
table and popular Lucky 7 Table. Costumes
optional prizes for best costumes. Tickets at
the door and Kaslo Thrift Store. Fun for all!

• BICYCLE

WE DO OIL CHANGES – We stock oil & filters
for most common vehicles! • NEW TIRE
SALES – Installs, Repairs & Changeovers •
GENERAL MAINTENANCE & REPAIR

STEEL TOE JOE’S
Automotive Repair
Joe Shaw

Owner & Journeyman Technician
3804 Pine Rd. Krestova, BC

Alongside Mountainberry

778.454.0180

CLEANING

250-358-7199

3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

stjautomotive@gmail.com

PHOTOGRAPHY
Open 1 pm to 4:30 pm Tues. to Sat.

TUES

Hand & Soul
Wellness Centre

202 Lake Avenue, Silverton

CHIROPRACTOR: Dr. Larry Zaleski

Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care
Silverton: Mondays & Friday afternoon – Winlaw & Nakusp on Alternating Wednesdays (plus every 4th Thursday
afternoon in Winlaw)

COUNSELLOR: Sue Mistretta, M.A.

19 years experience helping clients working with anxiety,
depression, grief, self esteem, health crisis, life transitions
or simply are feeling stuck or uninspired.

Offices in Silverton & Winlaw

Call 250-358-2177 for appointments
Visit www.handandsoul.ca

Support the
Valley Voice
with a voluntary
subscription

Only $10-$30
Send Cheque or Money Order
to: Valley Voice, Box 70,
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

DAWN DEVLIN

Advanced Ortho-Bionomy Practioner
& Certified Reflexologist

20+ years experience
For Appointment in Nakusp call:
Phone: 250-265-1796 • www.dawndevlin.ca

Dr. Michael Brennan • Chiropractor
Over 10 years experience
Appointments can be scheduled by contacting
his Nelson office at 250-352-5135

Dr. Brennan comes to New Denver and Nakusp every week:
Slocan Community Health Centre on Tuesday Afternoons;
Arrow Lakes Hospital on Wednesday.
Offering Chiropractic, Concussion Management, Cold Laser Therapy,
Custom Orthotics, Auto Injury Care and many more services.

www.activebalancechiro.ca
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COMING EVENTS

VA L H A L L A W I L D E R N E S S
PROGRAM Bottle Drive – Saturday,
November 2, 9am-noon. Pick-up from
Slocan Park to Slocan City. Call ahead for
large pick-ups @ 250-355-2212. Thank you
for your support.

FOR RENT

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL SPACES
in new build in Slocan City. Bright and Beautiful!
Available November 15, 2019. 2 Commercial
Spaces $450 & $650/mo. 1 Residential Space
$1200/mo. Inquiries: admin@xylem.ca

YOGA IN SILVERTON – THE INWARD
JOURNEY: Monday mornings 9-10 am.
Honour your body by reducing stress,
building strength, flexibility and balance.
Upper story of the fire hall in Silverton.
Only 5 minutes from New Denver. Open
to all levels. Come and share mindfulness
and the exultation of inner flow.

HELP WANTED

AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING
CONTAINERS 20 ft. and 40 ft. sizes.
Kootenay Containers Sales & Rentals,
Castlegar. 250-365-3014.
WATKINS PRODUCTS, HAND
CRAFTS – Bertha Williams, #11 – 217
Zacks Rd. 250-265-9080.

65-YEAR-OLD disabled male looking for
home support in Silverton. 250-358-2756.
THE VALLEY VOICE is seeking a part-time
administrative assistant, approx. 40 hours/
month. Duties include billing, filing, handling
emails, answering phones, doing bank
deposits, etc. Email resume and cover letter to
valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca by November 4.
REPORTERS WANTED at the Valley
Voice. Are you community minded and want
to practice your writing skills? Contact Jan
250-358-7218 or valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca.

SHADE TREE MASSAGE THERAPY
now taking new clients in Winlaw.
Restorative, palliative, relaxation,
mobile available. Call or e-mail Jessica
Coonen RMT for appt. 250-226-6887 or
shadetreemassagetherapy@fastmail.com

SINGING HU EACH DAY can lead to a
deeper understanding of yourself and why
things happen the way they do in your life. It
opens your a0.wareness to new viewpoints
and attitudes. Anyone can work with the HU
regardless of age, background, or religion.

HOURS
9 AM - 9 PM

Your ad could
be hereOpenfor
only
Thurs - Sun
$11.00 + GST

FOR SALE

HEALTH

NOTICES

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

CLASSIFIED ADS

http://eckankarblog.org/sound-of-soul
Eckankar, The Path of Spiritual Freedom.
ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS a
problem in your life? AA, NA and AL-ANON
(family) meetings can help. For information on
AA: in New Denver, 250-358-7158; Nakusp,
265-4216; Kaslo, 353-9617; Heart of the Slocan
Valley, 551-4104; Playmor Junction, 226-7252.
For NA: New Denver, 358-7265. For AL-ANON
(family): New Denver, 250-551-6540. Please, if
you can’t get through, try another number.
CARPENTER CREEK LAST
WISHES SOCIETY provides
information on preplanning for death
and advice for alternative funeral
arrangements. Ph: 250-777-1974. www.
carpentercreeklastwishessociety.ca

Tuesday - Friday

358-7769

303-6th Avenue (Main St.), New Denver

H. A. Benson Inc.

Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0
Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

BIG DOG MUSIC
421 6th Ave, New Denver
250-307-0163

Bill Lander
REALTOR®
250-551-5652
bill@billlander.ca

I show all my listings!
Serving the Slocan Valley for the
16th year.
Offices in Nakusp, Nelson & Kaslo

518 6th Ave • New Denver

DI’S ESTHETICS

Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area.
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm

Certified by the Province of BC to test drinking water

Gaia Tree Whole Foods

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

Community Market

– FULL SERVICE SALON –
Lash Extensions - $90 - Introductory price
manicures • pedicures • waxing & more
Lash lift & tint - $55

WINLAW • 250-226-7318

GIFTS

• All Organic Produce
• All Organic Grains

Mon-Sat 9-6
Sunday 10-4

CAFÉ & CRAFTS

– By Appointment only –

250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290
email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca

Community Discount Day:
Last Friday of the month

Call 250-358-7218 for details

AVA’S
Hair Studio

New Market Foods

– Bulk Ordering –

21

Business Classifieds start at $10.00

COMPUTER HAIR

• Guitars and Accessories • Musical
Instruments • Vintage Vinyl Records • New
Vinyl Records • Stereo Equipment - Turntables
7 A.M. - 3 P.M.
11 A.M. - 3 P.M.

NELSON & AREA ELDER
ABUSE
PREVENTION
Resource Centre: 250-352-6008
NelsonElderAbusePrevention@gmail.
com/ www.nelsonelderabuseprevention.ca.
Drop-in Wednesdays 12-2 pm, 719 Vernon
Street, Nelson. Nelson and District Seniors
Coordinating Society.
HAVE YOU OR SOMEONE YOU
KNOW been sexually assaulted and
want help? Call the Interior Crisis Line
24/7 at 1-888-353-CARE to discuss your
options or go directly to Arrow Lakes
Hospital or your local emergency room
for confidential care.

AGRICULTURE

Downtown Winlaw • 250-226-7255

slocan city
trading

Fall Hours

Open Tuesday – Saturday
10:30 am - 4:00 pm
Closed Sunday and Monday
Main Street, New Denver

250-358-2178

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30

Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

buy • sell • trade
guitars • cars • art • antiques
• musical instruments
250-355-2299
9 to 5
Repair and refinish guitars,
Kaslofurniture
Clothes etc.
Hanger
We buy guitars

Support the Valley Voice with
a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30
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PETS

PROUD OF MY DOG: Group classes,
free on-line training. SPCA AnimalKind
accredited. Learn more at www.
proudofmydog.ca

SERVICES

BLAZE KING/VALLEY COMFORT Wood,
Electric & Oil specialist: sales, installations,
service, inspection & consultations. Duct
cleaning & sanitizing; Ductwork, Chimneys,
Oil tank removals, BC ventilation solutions &
HRV design and installations. K.F. Kootenay
Furnace Ltd. 250-355-0088.

the quiet life, fishing, winemaking and
developing new friends in the welcoming
community. They spent many happy years
travelling in their RV trailer across Canada
and wintering in Arizona. Her quick wit
and feisty humour will be sadly missed but
forever remembered. At Joan’s request,
no service is planned. Our thanks to Dr.
Anchikowski and staff of Minto House for
their kind thoughtful care.

IN MEMORIAM

WANTED

LOOKING FOR 1950s short DIVCO milk
truck. 587-803-5142 or blue5777777@
hotmail.com.

OBITUARY

JOAN BOETTGER – It is with great
sadness that we announce the passing of
Joan Boettger on September 26, 2019.
Joan was born Beryl Joan Lowery on
February 17, 1932 in Vancouver, BC. She is
survived by her loving husband of 36 years,
Robert Boettger and her daughter, Patricia
Gustafson. (Predeceased by brother Robert
James Lowery and daughter Deborah Ann
Hannah.) Joan moved to Fauquier when
she and Robert married in 1983. She loved

John Patterson 1943-2014
Gone are the days we used to share
But in my heart you are always there.
Never more than a thought away
Loved and remembered every day.
-Love your family

COMMUNITY/CLASSIFIEDS
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AllenSong to perform benefit concert for PALS
submitted
If you love quality music and have a soft
spot for our furry friends, then the second
annual Benefit Concert for PALS (Protecting
Animal Life Society) is your opportunity to
have a great musical experience and support
an organization looking out for the welfare
of animals. Nova Scotian Paul Allen is an
award-winning songwriter and gifted guitar
player who performs with his wife Petra as
AllenSong. They are recent newcomers to
this area and now call it home base for their
musical ventures. As parents of four cats and a
three-legged dog, Paul says they are definitely
animal lovers.
“Seeing the need in this area for an
animal welfare advocate, we were pleased
to learn of PALS,” he said. “We decided that
a good way we could help was to give of our
talents, put on a benefit concert and donate
all proceeds to PALS. We will be performing
with our band ‘The Invisible Clones,’ so come
on out and have some fun with us.”
The concert, complete with refreshments
and raffle prizes generously donated by local
businesses, will be held at the Legion Hall in
Nakusp on Saturday, November 2 at 7pm.

Tickets are $15. Advance tickets are available
at DogSense Boutique.
PALS is a Nakusp-based animal welfare
organization serving communities from
Edgewood to Trout Lake to Silverton. PALS
provides rescue and medical care for stray,

abandoned, and injured domestic animals,
foster care while they recuperate, and reunites
lost animals with their owners. They also offer
a spay/neuter program and provide education
on responsible pet ownership. All this is
carried out by dedicated volunteers.

submitted
Dollar and Sense Day 2019 is happening
on November 7, from 11 am to 3 pm at the
WE Graham Community School gym. This
free financial literacy event is family-friendly
and it is where you can learn about the
wide range of services available from local
agencies and organizations. It’s a one stop
shop! “The purpose of this event is to bring
as many agencies and organizations together
as possible, to share with the community
the many supports and resources available
to help families live well and save money,”
says Jen Evdokimoff, Slocan Valley’s Early
Childhood Coordinator who is co-hosting
the event along with the Columbia Basin
Alliance for Literacy (CBAL). “At the
event, information on everything from
dental and vision subsidies, tax benefits, free

government money for children’s education
or even just ways to save a few dollars by
learning new ways to conserve energy in
the home will be available. There are a lot of
local supports in place for families and we
wanted to have an event where those services
come to you!”
Browse the displays, chat with staff from
various organizations, get support with filling
out subsidy forms, and access take-home
resources. There will be stories and crafts set
up for children; a free, nutritious lunch will
be provided; and there will be some great
door prizes to be won! Admission is free and
everyone is welcome. Funding was provided
by the Slocan Valley Legacy Fund. For more
information contact Sayre Knight at 250-2266949, sknight@cbal.org or Jen Evdokimoff
at 250-355-0048.

Financial literacy event at WE Graham School

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN

• Registered Septic System
designer and installer •
• Ready Mix Concrete •
• Lock Blocks • Drain Rock •
• Road Crush • Sand & Gravel •
• Dump Trucks • Excavator •
• Crusher • Coloured Concrete •
• Site Preparation •
Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
Ph. 265-4615 • vieirac@telus.net

Safety, Service, Satisfaction
Installation and maintenance

jim@jemsgas.com
MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter
TimberFrame Homes
Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall
Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding
Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales
dave@maddentimber.com

250 265 1807

Crescent Bay
Construction Ltd.
Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation
Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431
• Email cresbay@telus.net

HALL LUMBER
& BUILDING SUPPLIES
Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat
10 am to 5 pm
PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd.
Edgewood, BC

K&A

Kent & Arlene Yardcare Services
Housewatch • Free Estimates
358-2508 • 358-7785 • 505-8210
wyofonoff1@yahoo.ca

Your ad could
be here for only
$11.00 + GST

Tim Reilly

Suite 3, 622 Front St
Nelson, BC Vll 4B7
C: (250)551-6584
Licensed Residential Builder & General Contractor
Design • Project Management • Building Services
www.trctimberworks.com

• Excavation • Ditching
• Water lines
• Land improvement
• Wildfire Mitigation on
private land
250-226-7849
250-505-9207

SOLID 3 ¼ x ¾ OR ENGINEERED. 6 PLY. TOP
WEAR 2 mm-5” WIDE PREFINISHED ALUMINUM OXIDE, SMOOTH OR BRUSHED. $4.59
SF PLT. AVAILABLE IN 6”-7 ½” – 8 ¾” WIDE.
INFLOOR HEAT COMPATIBLE. 25 YEARS
GUARANTEE. AND MUCH MORE.
AT JUAN’S 1503 HWY 3A
THRUMS (CASTLEGAR) BC
250-304-7466 • 250-399-6377
Mon-Sat 8:30 am - 5 pm

Indoor Garden
Supplies
Castlegar
250-304-2911

1730 Hwy 3, Selkirk Spring Building
dan@canadiangardensupply.com

Wired by Alex

Electrical Contracting Ltd
Alex Joseph
250-358-7721

CONSTRUCTION
FOUNDATIONS • ROOFING • RENOVATIONS

Specializing in Timber Framing
Cell: 250-265-8503 Home: 250-265-2278

mobile

(250) 551-TIME (8463)

• BONDED Journeyman carpenter
• HPO Licenced Builder #42639

Your ad
could be
here for
only $19.50
+ GST

www.manciaconstruction.ca

Darrell A. Olsen

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Box 595 Nakusp, BC
VOG 1R0		

Cell: 250-265-1342
Phone:250-265-4621

Jim Pownall
& Co.

LOG & TIMBER
FRAME HOMES
Crane Service

New Denver • BC
250-358-2566
jpownall@telus.net

Leaf Cabinetry

AVIS
EXCAVATING

Serving the Slocan Valley

HARDWOOD FLOORS
WHOLESALE

T: (250) 551-7127
E: joszef@airpost.net

Residential & commercial
cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC

250.226.7441

www.leafcabinetry.com

McDonald’s Restoration & Painting

Renovations and
Maintenance Made Easy!

• Basic Renovations & Construction •
• Painting • Landscaping •
Hourly Rate, By Appointment Only
– Slocan Lake communities Only –
muralsbytim@gmail.com

Good things take work
Extraordinary results at an affordable price
Older tired properties brought to life by
skilled professional
Before you sell, call me.
Tyler Paynton • 250.777.3654 • silverridgeearthsnow@hotmail.com

Solid References • 250-265-0120
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RDCK and Nelson Leafs launch full-time Eco-Depot
submitted
The Regional District of Central
Kootenay (RDCK) has partnered
with the Nelson Leafs Hockey
Society to expand their recycling
centre at 120 Silica Avenue in
Nelson to accept used oil, antifreeze,
fertilizers, household cleaners and
other materials in addition to the
electronics, paint and beverage
containers they have always
collected. This kind of ‘Eco-Depot’
– a one-stop recycling centre for
materials that can’t go in regular
recycling bins or the landfill – is the
first of its kind in Central Kootenay.

The Nelson Leafs Eco-Depot opened
on October 16.
“More than 800 people
participated in [hazardous waste]
events across the RDCK, and we
were able to keep thousands of litres
of used oil, antifreeze and paint out
of our landfills and environment,”
said the RDCK’s Resource Recovery
Technician Travis Barrington.
Residents with very large
volumes should contact the depot
in advance, as individual container
size may be limited. Commercial
users must make arrangements with
a waste disposal contractor.

BC Used Oil Management
Association (BCUOMA), a
not-for-profit group dedicated
to the collection and recycling
of lubricating oil, oil filters, oil
containers, antifreeze and antifreeze
containers announced that new
infrastructure has been installed at
the Leafs’ Eco-Depot to provide an
easy, free and eco-friendly way to
recycle used oil, antifreeze, filters
and containers.
The Return Collection Facility
(RCF) infrastructure grant that the
depot received from BCUOMA
provided them with a modified sea

container to facilitate the responsible
collection and management of used
oil, antifreeze, filters and containers.
Used oil is a valuable resource
and there is a market for it. If it is
recycled at a BC used oil recycling
centre, it can be recovered and
re-refined into new lubricating oil
and used as a fuel in pulp mills,
cement plants and asphalt plants.
Any vehicle maintenance facilities,
automobile owners, and other
machinery maintenance operations
that use oil also can use re-refined
oil. Additionally, used oil filters
contain reusable scrap metal, which

steel producers can reuse for metal
products like rebar, nails and wire.
Used antifreeze can be reprocessed
to produce new automotive
antifreeze. Plastic oil and antifreeze
containers can be recycled into new
oil containers, flowerpots, pipe,
guardrails, and patio furniture.
For more information about
what materials are accepted, or if you
have large volumes, please contact
the Nelson Leafs Recycling Centre
at 250-354-4922 or the RDCK
Resource Recovery Department at
250-352-8161 (1-800-268-7325), or
visit www.rdck.ca/ecodepot.

submitted
After months of consultation with
stakeholders and potential members,
a proposed BC craft cannabis cooperative officially has a name and

finalized set of proposed rules that will
help provide small and medium-sized
cannabis cultivators and processors
with a safe, accessible and sustainable
alternative to the illicit market. With

submitted
When the pastor of Nelson’s
Covenant Church, Jeff Strong, read a
report in early September that the costs
associated with going back to school
are now comparable to the amount of
dollars spent at Christmas time, he saw
an opportunity to serve his community
and to give back.
Kootenay Lake School District 8’s
initiative to offer $40 school supply
packs for students further compelled
him to invite his congregation to help
cover the costs of school supplies for
any families in the community that
might be struggling with them. The
support that came back from his church’s

congregation was both overwhelming
and unexpected. What began with a
matching incentive from the church,
verbal commitments and donations from
individuals grew to a total of $10,800.
Nine schools, including Brent
Kennedy Elementary, will each receive
$1,200 from this donation, intended to be
used to lower or cover school event costs,
and provide financial aid for students
from families who could use the support
in order to participate in these events.
“We see the different pressures and
economic demands on our families,” said
Superintendent Dr. Christine Perkins,
“and the generosity of this large donation
is whole-heartedly appreciated.”

the announcement, founding members
of the BC Craft Farmers Co-op will
formally initiate the incorporation
process this month, as required under
the BC Cooperatives Act.
“We are pleased to take this
important step today on behalf of
the hundreds of micro-producers,
processors and retailers we have met
across the province over the past year,”
said Grow Tech Labs CEO Barinder
Rasode. “In addition to maintaining
BC’s position as an international
cannabis leader and innovator,
transitioning our extensive network of
craft farmers into the legal marketplace
will create thousands of jobs in rural
communities and provide cannabis
consumers around the world with the
highest quality BC cannabis possible.”
A copy of the updated rules is
available on a refreshed co-op web-site
at bccraftfarmerscoop.com/. Potential
co-op members are invited to help
choose a logo.
Grow Tech Labs initiated the final

phase of community consultation
started in June, with the release of
the draft co-op rules that reflected
a preliminary round of engagement
with small producers, processors and
retailers across the province in the
spring. Community roundtables, oneon-one meetings and digital surveys
throughout July and August invited
feedback on key elements of the
proposed rules and a series of suggested
names.
Suggestions received throughout
this consultation process have shaped
the co-op’s proposed mission, activities
and governance structure. In addition
to the name, a significant change
was made to the proposed rules to
provide for the establishment of four
co-op board working groups focused
on quality, medical access, membership
and investment. These were common
themes identified during the mostrecent summer engagement process. A
summary of other improvements to the
rules is available here.

If the BC government accepts
the proposed rules from the founding
members, the co-op will be established,
members will be invited to join and the
first Annual General Meeting will be
called to elect an independent board
of directors and formally adopt the
approved rules.
For more information, contact:
natasha@growtechlabs.com.

submitted
Oxygen Art Centre hosts an artist
talk by Slocan Valley-based artist Tanya
Pixie Johnson on Thursday, November 7
at 7:30 pm. Everyone welcome to attend;
admission is free or by donation.
Johnson’s talk will track her practice
over the last two years including
residencies in Europe, collaborations,
and exhibitions. The talk will focus on
a few key projects: Story Keepers, for
Land Art Mongolia Biennale; Samson,
a multi media performance production
in Cape Town; Conversation with my
Dead Self, Vancouver and Istanbul;
and Afterlife of a House for Nakanojo
Biennale in Japan.
Johnson works in various media

including painting, installation,
assemblage, paper cutting, printmaking,
collage and writing. Her practice is
often concerned with concepts of
belonging, liminality and consciousness.
It is informed by ideas of colonial
accountability, relationship with land
and an interest in transformation and
ancestors.
Oxygen is excited to offer this event
to share Johnson’s practice as it has
evolved over the last two years across
many borders and topics. The artist talk
will take place at Oxygen Art Centre
featuring a digital slide projection and a
short open dialogue afterwards.
Artist Bio: www.tanyapjohnson.
com/

submitted
The death of a 47-year-old man
in the Vallican area is being treated as
suspicious by police, who have released
no other information. On October 8 at
approximately 10 am, the Nelson RCMP
received a call of a deceased person.
Frontline officers responded and located
the male on private property.
The Southeast District RCMP
Major Crime Unit and the Kootenay
Boundary Regional Detachment are
now investigating the sudden death.
Investigators are treating the death,

which appears to have occurred October
8, as suspicious at this time. They
expected an autopsy to be conducted the
following week.
The BC Coroners Service was
contacted and is in the early stages of its
fact-finding investigation; the service
investigates all sudden, unexpected and/
or unnatural deaths in the province to
determine who died, how, where, when
and by what means.
Neither police nor the coroner is
offering any further information about
this investigation.

BC craft cannabis co-op named, rules updated
Church community
donates $10K to schools

Tanya P. Johnson: art from
Slocan Valley to Mongolia

RCMP investigating suspicious death in Vallican
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Forests for the Future: sustainable development and climate change
sector, NGOs, governments
and other representatives
from 92 countries exchanged
knowledge and ideas.
Presentations and
discussions covered a
diversity of forest and treerelated topics including:
silviculture, physiology and
genetics, social aspects of
forestry, forest products, forest
health, forest operations and
management, forest modelling
and assessment, forest policy
and economics, and forest
environment. All areas of
expertise contributed to
finding solutions to forestrelated challenges for the
benefit of forests and people
worldwide.
IUFRO Special
Programme for Development
of Capacities (IUFRO-SPDC)
supported the participation
of over 100 early and
mid-career scientists from
economically disadvantaged
countries in Africa, Asia, and
Latin America, and launched
new Spanish-language
resources for forest landscape
practitioners, thanks to
generous support from its
donors. Sponsored participants
were invited to pre-congress
trainings to enhance their skills
in forest landscape restoration,
systematic literature reviews,

and scientific methods in
forest research.
The programme also
hosted an event showcasing
the lessons learned from an
ongoing scientific analysis of
progress in forest landscape
restoration implementation
in support of the Bonn
Challenge, a global initiative
to put 150 million hectares in
restoration by 2020 and 350
million hectares by 2030.
Participants reaffirmed
that forests and forest
products have an important
role to play in future climate
change mitigation, but
warned that goals of keeping
global temperature rise
well below 2°C by the end
of this century cannot be
achieved without massive
societal transformation.
With an ever-growing world
population of more than 7.7
billion, the pressure on forests
has never been so high. As
such, scientists pledged to
speed up efforts to counter
global forest threats by
providing knowledge and
practical solutions to foster
good land management for
water and wildlife; to prevent
deforestation and to repair
damaged landscapes; to
supply wood products that
have a lower carbon footprint

than alternatives; and to
enable forests to fulfil the
physical and spiritual needs
of society.
In addition to the scientists’
commitment to provide
knowledge and practical
solutions, they reiterated
the calls by global youth
to “listen to the scientists,”
and recognize the need for
the science community to
speak up in new ways to
highlight the fundamental
role science and technology
must play in finding effective,
economically viable solutions.

Janice Burns graduated
f ro m M o u n t S e n t i n e l
Secondary School in 2006,
worked for six summers at
the BC Wildfire Service,
and received the Canadian
I n s t i t u t e o f F o re s t r y ’s
prestigious Gold Medal
Award upon completion of her
bachelor’s degree in Forest
Resource Management at the
University of British Columbia
in 2012. She completed a dual
Master’s Degree in European
Forestry in 2015, and has
since been supporting forestrelated scientific networking,

especially in the areas of
forest landscape restoration,
forest education, the role of
gender in forestry, and global
fire challenges in a warming
world.
Burns believes that local
context and community are
key to long term success in
achieving the UN Sustainable
Development goals and other
global targets, and invites you
to contact her for information
about IUFRO activities,
publications, upcoming
international events or general
inquiries: burns@iufro.org

PHOTO CREDIT: RONALDO ROSA (EMBRAPA AMAZONIA ORIENTAL).

submitted by Janice Burns
(Burns, a 31-yearold Vienna-based Slocan
City native, manages
thematic networking at the
International Union of Forest
Research Organizations. More
information on her career is at
the end of this story.)
More than 2,500 forest
scientists and experts from
around the world met recently
to co-develop solutions for
sustainable development, and
to tackle climate change and
deforestation. The meeting was
organized by the International
Union of Forest Research
Organizations (IUFRO), a
non-profit, non-governmental
international network of forest
scientists, which promotes
global cooperation in forestrelated research and enhances
the understanding of the
ecological, economic and
social aspects of forests and
trees.
This 25th IUFRO
World Congress was hosted
for the first time in South
America, from September
29 to October 5 in Curitiba,
Brazil. Over the course of the
six-day scientific program,
researchers and experts
representing civil society,
women’s groups, indigenous
peoples, youth, private

The IUFRO World Congress offered a platform for scientific networking and knowledge exchange with the aim of developing
solutions for global forest-related challenges such as deforestation and climate change. For example, a creative approach
to forest landscape restoration in Brazil includes the development of agroforestry systems (as shown above): Zé do Bode’s
backyard, in an agrarian reform settlement with a diversified production, including açaí plantation and ponds for fish farming.

