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Grand opening of Edgewood Fire Hall draws more than 100 people
by Jan McMurray
The grand opening of the Edgewood
Fire Hall was held on July 10, with over
100 people in attendance, including MLA
Katrine Conroy, RDCK Arrow Lakes
Director Paul Peterson and Columbia
Basin Trust representative Lynda Lafleur.
Before the ribbon cutting, Lynda
McNutt, president of the Edgewood
Volunteer Fire Department Society,
thanked Director Paul Peterson for
helping the society obtain almost
$200,000 in RDCK and NACFOR
(Nakusp Community Forest) funding
for the project. She also thanked the
Columbia Basin Trust for funding half
the cost of the solar panel installation on
the fire hall roof as well as subdivision
costs, the Edgewood Legion for donating
the land, the community of Edgewood
for supporting all the fire department’s
fundraising events, and members of the
fire department, “who have contributed
hundreds and hundreds of volunteer
hours to get the building completed.”
After the ribbon cutting, there
was a barbecue with burgers and hot
dogs, and Fire Chief Bill Dummett and

some fire department members did a
demonstration with their equipment.
“People can see the importance of
having a proper fire hall, particularly
with global warming, McNutt said in an
interview after the event. “We’ve already
responded to two fires this year, caused
by trees falling on power lines.”
Director Peterson commented,
“They’ve already saved more than the
new fire hall cost by saving houses this
year.”
The hall has two bays, an office,
a meeting space, storage space, and a
bathroom, shower, washer/dryer. The
department’s pumper truck and water
tender will be parked in the new hall, and
their rapid attack vehicle will be parked
in a shed on the property – two sea cans
with a roof – that will be put up soon.
McNutt spoke about the long journey
to get the fire hall built. It all started in fall
2016 when Director Peterson told her he
could find funds to build the hall if the
society could find a piece of land for it.
The Legion donated the land, and the
Trust helped with subdivision costs. They
were ready to build in fall 2017, but then

they found out they needed architectural
drawings and a geotechnical study
because the property, like all properties in
Edgewood, is in floodplain. This created
unexpected costs and delays.
The building shell went up in
January 2018 in eight days, McNutt said,
by Integrity Builders out of Okotoks.
Then volunteers took over to do all the
interior work – framing, drywalling,
painting and tying rebar for the cement
floor. “We’ve been working on it for

almost a year and a half, slogging away
trying to put the finishing touches on,”
she said.
The solar panels on the roof of
the hall help cut down on operating
expenses. “We’ll run a credit on our
hydro bill – we got a $200 credit in June,”
said McNutt.
The water and septic hookup costs
were covered by the incredible $16,000
in sales of the Burning Desires calendar,
the brainchild of a group of senior women

Lynda McNutt cuts the ribbon to officially open the Edgewood Fire Hall on July 10. L to R: RDCK Arrow Lakes Director Paul Peterson, MLA Katrine Conroy, Lynda McNutt
(president of the fire department), Dave LePine (past president Royal Canadian Legion Branch 302), Bill Dummett (fire chief), Lynda Lafleur (Columbia Basin Trust).
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in the community. They could only afford
the one-inch water connection, which
isn’t adequate to fill up the truck and
tender, so they fill up at stand pipes and
at the lake. They had to install a water
meter, as well.
McNutt said it was heartwarming
to hear Legion past president David
LePine say he admired the Edgewood
department’s professionalism.
“Professionalism and respect is what
we’re striving for,” she said.
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Wheelchair athletes complete inspirational trek from Revelstoke to Nelson
due to spinal cord injuries, have just
completed an adaptive trek from
Revelstoke to Nelson. They travelled
by kayak and adaptive mountain
bike along lakes and trails July 2-10,

stopping in New Denver July 6-8 for
the second annual Adaptive Mountain
Bike Camp.
“We took on the challenge of the
adaptive trek to show people what is
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by Jan McMurray
Now there’s another reason to
find inspiration in the Kootenays.
Wheelchair athletes Tanelle Bolt
and Ethan Krueger, both paraplegics

PHOTO CREDIT: JESSE SCHPAKOWSKI

Adaptive Mountain Bike Camp participants at the campground in New Denver. Wheelchair athletes Ethan Krueger and Tanelle Bolt (front row
second and third from left), trekked from Revelstoke to Nelson via kayak and adaptive mountain bike, and stopped in New Denver for the camp.

Kayakers on the adaptive trek at the south end of Slocan Lake. L to R: Janis Neufeld (KASA president), Ethan Krueger (wheelchair athlete),
Tanelle Bolt (wheelchair athlete), Mike Riediger (KASA Executive Director), Adam Balls (volunteer).

possible after sustaining an injury,” said
Bolt in an interview. “Life still goes on,
and we hope people will find out about
the trek and say, ‘hey, look what these
two did!’”
The trek was organized by the
Nakusp-based Kootenay Adaptive
Sport Association (KASA), with
Executive Director Mike Riediger
taking the lead and participating in the
trek. Jesse Schpakowski, New Denver
photographer, also went along for the
ride to capture the trek on film.
Janis Neufeld, president of the
KASA board of directors, says this
adaptive trek will hopefully be the first
of many. “We wanted to showcase the
outdoor accessibility in the Kootenays
and to demonstrate what the human
spirit can accomplish,” she said. “It’s
so inspiring to see what these incredible
athletes are capable of doing.”
Neufeld said they hope
Schpakowski’s film will “catch on like
wildfire” when it’s done. KASA plans
to enter the film in film festivals, and
to distribute it to rehabilitation centres
to inspire individuals who are learning
to adapt to their new injury.
On day one of the trek, the athletes
paddled from Revelstoke to Shelter
Bay, where they camped overnight. On
day two, they paddled from Shelter Bay
to Nakusp and stayed at the Lodge at
Arrow Lakes. On day three, they cycled
from Nakusp to New Denver on the rail
trail. Bolt said parts of this trail were
very difficult for the adaptive bikes,
particularly the barricades that prevent
motorized traffic. “They stop adaptive
bikes in their tracks,” she said.
At New Denver, they stopped
July 6-8 for the Adaptive Mountain
Bike Camp, organized by KASA in
partnership with Spinal Cord Injury
BC. Ten adaptive athletes and their
families and friends camped at New
Denver’s municipal campground and
biked the Spine Adaptive Trail in

Rosebery and the trails at Mt. Abriel
Rec Site just north of Nakusp. They
did yoga in the park and were given
free Nakusp Hot Springs passes. This
was the second annual camp; the first
was hosted in Nakusp last year.
Bolt and Krueger then resumed
their adaptive trek, paddling from New
Denver to Slocan, where they camped
at Springer Creek Campground, and
cycling from Slocan to Nelson on the
Rail Trail. They stayed in Nelson at the
Best Western. “Best Western sponsored
us with a massive welcome wagon,”
Bolt said.
Neufeld says the adaptive camp
was a success in New Denver. “The
campground in New Denver worked
really well,” she said. “Participants
are very appreciative not only of
taking part in the activities, but also of
the camaraderie and social time with
people in the same life circumstances
as themselves.”
Neufeld says the plan is to host
annual adaptive camps. Preliminary
plans for next year include three camps:
one in the Nakusp-New Denver area,
one in the East Kootenay, and one in
the Kootenay Boundary or another area
of BC. “We are potentially becoming a
provincial organization,” said Neufeld.
“We want to influence, educate and
advocate provincially with the goal
of working towards being a provincewide association.” Neufeld explained
that three branches of the association
are forming – programming, advocacy
and infrastructure development.
When KASA puts on events like
these, they find out how our facilities
can be made more accessible. Neufeld
says the trails at Mt. Abriel Recreation
Site north of Nakusp were given rave
reviews, but the campground and
washrooms need some work to be truly
accessible. Mt. Abriel is managed by
Rec Sites & Trails BC in partnership
with Nakusp and Area Bike Society.

submitted
In a new report, the Forest
Practices Board (FPB) recommends
that government adopt a tactical forest
planning process to direct forestry
operations on Crown land. Recent
board work has confirmed that forest
stewardship plans, despite considerable
energy and effort to develop and approve,
do not address the need for planning
for multiple forest values across the
landscape.
“For more than 20 years, the board
has called for improved planning and
objectives at the landscape and watershed
scales,” said Kevin Kriese, FPB chair.
The board recommends a planning
process that takes broad objectives from
land-use plans and translates them into
a plan for achieving the desired future
forest on a specific area of land. The
report goes on to say such a process
must: be inclusive of Indigenous peoples,
stakeholders and the public; integrate
all forest values; be place-based and
forward looking; be embedded in the
forest management system; and include
monitoring and continuous improvement
over time.
“The need for landscape-level
planning is more critical now than at any

time in the past, as forest resources are
increasingly affected by the cumulative
effects of multiple developments and
natural disturbances due to climate
change,” Kriese said.
Currently, government is consulting
with the public on potential amendments
to the Forest and Range Practices
Act. The board recommends that the
amendments include a requirement
for tactical forest plans throughout the
province.
“Planning is a complex process,
and there is limited experience with this
form of planning in BC,” Kriese said. “It
will take time to build the appropriate
models and tools to implement, and we
encourage the public and all stakeholders
to bring their creativity and innovation to
bear on efforts to improve forest planning
in BC.”
The Forest Practices Board is
BC’s independent watchdog for sound
forest and range practices, reporting its
findings and recommendations directly
to the public and government. The
board audits forest and range practices
on public lands and appropriateness of
government enforcement. Learn more
at www.bcfpb.ca or facebook.com/
BCForestPracticesBoard/.

BC needs new forestry planning process
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Slocan Valley broadband project update
by Jan McMurray
An update on the Slocan Valley
broadband project was presented
by Dave Lampron of the Columbia
Basin Broadband Corporation
(CBBC) at the Slocan council
meeting on July 8.
The project will see fibre-optic
cable laid from Playmor to Nakusp,
bringing high-speed internet service
that will contribute to “community
vitality,” according to Lampron.
“We’re bringing open access
backbone via fibre-optic cable,” he
said. Using electrical transmission
as an analogy, he explained that
the ‘backbone’ is like the main
transmission line, and will bring
broadband to ‘points of presence,’
which are like substations.
Households will then be connected
to a point of presence through ‘last
mile’ technology.

Last mile connections will likely
be made via ‘fibre to the home’ in
densely populated areas like village
cores, and via wireless technology
in rural areas.
Lampron also explained that
‘open access’ means that once the
fibre is in place, it will be open to
all internet service providers at a
wholesale rate, and the internet
service providers will provide last
mile service to homes and businesses
at a retail rate.
CBBC’s wholesale rates will be
very competitive, Lampron said – no
higher than those advertised in the
Connecting BC Agreement between
the Province and Telus.
Mayor Lunn said internet service
in Slocan is currently provided by
Telus or Columbia Wireless. When
the broadband project is built, “There
would be potential for another ISP to

come in,” she said, adding that the
Village could become an ISP. Prince
Rupert provides internet service
to its residents and to residents
of outlying areas, Lunn said, and
“makes dividends from it.”
Lampron said in an interview
after the meeting that CBBC has
consulted with several internet
service providers and has factored
their needs into the design of the
backbone. He said local governments
are actively discussing plans for use
of the backbone, and the Columbia
Basin Trust has been playing a
supportive role in some of these
discussions.
The fibre will be trenched along
the Slocan Valley Rail Trail roughly
18 inches deep, using a vibratory
plough, which fills the trench back
in as it goes.
“We want the trail to be as good

submitted
Grace Broadfoot from JV
Humphries School in Kaslo is a
finalist in this year’s Premier’s Awards
for Excellence in Education, in the
Outstanding New Teacher category.
Broadfoot is one of three finalists in
the Outstanding New Teacher category.
Overall, there are 30 finalists in 10
categories out of 140 nominations.
Described as a “game-changer”
at her school, Broadfoot shows a real
concern for her students and their
learning. A highly respected teacher,
she is attentive to students’ socioemotional as well as physical health,
incorporating mental health curriculum
into her classes. She remains committed
to developing educated citizens, using

innovative methods to develop exciting
and engaging learning experiences
and uses the outdoor environment
as her classroom. She is a model
teacher for BC’s new curriculum and
its emphasis on core competencies
as she keeps big, connecting ideas at
the forefront of lesson plans, while
also delving deeply into the curricular
competencies and content important in
each discipline. She is also dedicated
to personal professional learning and
development.
“The impact of a good teacher is
long-lasting and far-reaching,” said
MLA Mungall. “Congratulations
to Grace for this recognition. Her
dedication to her students is outstanding
and is greatly valued throughout the

Kootenays.”
The winners will be announced at
an awards ceremony at Government
House in Victoria on October 4, the day
before World Teachers’ Day.
Winners will receive a $3,000
personal bursary for professional
learning, a $2,000 contribution to their
school community for professional
learning and a commemorative art
piece. Runners up will receive a
certificate of recognition signed by
the Premier and Minister of Education.
The annual Premier’s Awards for
Excellence in Education were launched
last year, and Lucerne School (New
Denver) teacher Katrina Sumrall was a
finalist in the Community Engagement
Award category.

by Jan McMurray
Recycle BC has finally offered a
contract to provide recycling services in
the RDCK, but the RDCK board is not
impressed with the contract terms and
has deferred the decision to sign.
“As has been the case all along,
Recycle BC is offering a significantly
lower level of service than we are
currently offering our residents,”
said Silverton Councillor and RDCK
Director Leah Main in her report to
council.
Recycle BC’s mandate is to provide
residential recycling services only,
leaving businesses, institutions and
industry behind.
Main told Silverton council that
there are also transportation challenges;
Recycle BC has not finalized any
haulage contracts for our region as of yet.
RDCK staff was asked to “complete
a further assessment of options and
gather more information on industrial,
commercial and institutional recycling
costs,” Main said.
The agreement between the RDCK
and Waste Management for the existing
recycling service will be extended for
another four months while “the wrinkles
are – or are not – ironed out,” according
to Main.
A letter from RDCK Board Chair
Aimee Watson will be submitted to the

Minister of Environment and Climate
Change Strategy, asking that the
Recycle BC program accept recyclable
packaging and paper products from
industrial, commercial and institutional
sources.
Further, the RDCK board has
forwarded a resolution for consideration
at the Union of BC Municipalities
convention in September, calling on the

government to expand the scope of the
Recycling Regulation for Printed Paper
and Packaging to include the industrial,
commercial and institutional sector.
The resolution also asks the Province to
mandate that recycled material be used
in finished products such as toilet paper,
writing paper, facial tissue, paper towels,
etc., as well as to eliminate subsidies on
virgin materials such as oil.

by Jan McMurray
Nakusp’s byelection had decisive
results. The preliminary count was
238 votes for Ken Miller and 73 for

Ken Miller won the Nakusp byelection.

Reny Kitto.
Miller says he’s looking forward
to joining Nakusp council, and “I’m
hoping to actually have fun. I like
humour, so people might have to put
up with that. I’m going to do my job
the best I can, but you have to have
some fun.”
Miller added that he is impressed
with the current council and looks
forward to being part of the team.
The declaration of the official
results will be posted on the Village
website on July 17 at 4 pm.

by Jan McMurray
A Community Relief Nurse position
has been filled for the Arrow Lakes
Hospital in Nakusp and the Slocan
Community Health Centre in New
Denver. Interior Health says this is a

permanent, full-time position that supports
RN staffing in New Denver and Nakusp
when the nurses who have regular shifts
are away due to illness, vacation, etc.
The role of the registered nurse includes
supporting acute and long-term care.

Kaslo teacher named as finalist for Premier’s
Award for Excellence in Education

RDCK defers decision to sign contract with Recycle BC

Ken Miller wins Nakusp byelection

Community Relief Nurse for Nakusp and New Denver

3
as or better when we’re finished,” he
said, “so if there are culverts needing
replacement, can we help do that
now?” CBBC has been liaising with
the Rail Trail society on this part of
the project.
Points of presence will be
established at the fire halls in the
Slocan Valley, Lampron said.
When the fibre reaches the
Village of Slocan, it will go into
Slocan Lake up to Hills. The
submarine cable simply sits on the
bottom of the lake. Lampron said he
will be working with the Villages of
Slocan, Silverton and New Denver to
determine the location of the points
of presence in those communities.
From Hills to Nakusp, the fibre
will be strung on the utility poles,
which are jointly owned by BC
Hydro and Telus. He said CBBC is
currently evaluating the feasibility of
installing the cable in Summit Lake.
From Nakusp to Shoreholme, the
plan is to install submarine cable in
the Arrow Reservoir.
Lampron said they assessed
burying the cable from Hills
to Nakusp on the rail trail, but
determined that the pole system was
the better option. “We want to get

as close to the communities as we
can,” he said.
Lampron said CBBC has
consulted with several groups,
including the Slocan Lake
Stewardship Society, the Slocan
River Streamkeepers, and the Slocan
Valley Heritage Trail Society.
The tentative timeline for
construction is October 2019 to April
2020, but this depends on approval of
permit applications, which have all
been submitted, Lampron reported.
Then there will be testing (estimated
to happen in May-June 2020). If all
goes smoothly, the network will be
operational in July 2020.
The $7.2 million project is being
funded by the provincial government
through the Northern Development
Initiative Trust ($3,378,000),
Columbia Basin Broadband
Corporation ($3,301,000), the
Village of Nakusp ($90,519), Village
of New Denver ($37,577), Village
of Silverton ($26,058), the Village
of Slocan ($27,675), RDCK Area
H ($303,613) and RDCK Area K
($39,558). The local governments
are using gas tax funding to make
their contributions, which were
determined based on population.

and
Fauquier Gas
& Convenience
56 km south of Nakusp at Needles Ferry
250-269-7245
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OPINION

Never enough

The days are sad and inexcusable
when a corporation’s wants (dollars)
supercede a community’s needs
(water, quality of life). Shame on
the corporate thugs that pillage in the
name of jobs but actually pillage for
the almighty dollar and leave behind
devastation. This is base behaviour in
front of someone and communities
that have the integrity and courage
to stand up and take risks. So shame
on all those that support a system that
respects no tomorrow. And blessings
upon those that speak up, stand up,
and help out.
Angelica Herlihy
Grand Forks

Wi-fi tower on
trail in Nakusp

A wi-fi tower on a healthy
outdoor hiking-biking trail in
Nakusp? You gotta be kidding.
Why not right next to the school
like in Slocan City? Why not add
fluoride to the drinking water?
Why not increase the concentration
of chlorine in the drinking water?
Why not verbally abuse one
another just a tiny little bit every
day?
Telus has a tower over
Nakuspians. Rogers tried around
2011 and was booted out and never
returned. Columbia Wireless, ahhh
what a fuzzy feeling, they must be
locals and would never blast locals
with illness-inducing frequencies
that out-compete our body’s wellbalanced healthy frequencies. Oye!
And why with existing wireless
and upcoming underground fibre
optics being installed is there even
a remote need for another tower?
Or even for more capacity?
Marc Heroux
Nelson/Nakusp
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Encouraged by
grads

I love this time of year when the
graduation pictures and speeches are
posted in the Valley Voice. Just to see
their pride and fancy grad clothes – I
am impressed with seeing our faces
of the future looking so optimistic.
Oh youth, you so need to be
respected and heard.
Then I read the Mt. Sentinel
Valedictorian speech by Katie
Lisk and Evan Walker. I am now
encouraged, once again, by youth,
that we need to trust and really listen
to what the younger generations
have to say and offer. Don’t forget
when we were younger and had
older people force their opinion
on us because of their experiences
and knowledge. Couldn’t care less
what we had to say. I would roll
my eyes and usually move on. I
am so encouraged by the words
and gratitude these two students
displayed and I feel much safer and
calmer now that I realize “They are
our future” is more than a saying. I
have faith in all of them.
Congratulations to all graduates
of 2019. Be safe.
Monique Riley
Vallican

Daylight saving
time

I’d like to comment on the article
about daylight saving time in the July
4 issue of the Valley Voice.
We all agree time change is
like jet lag. The BC government
is pushing for permanent daylight
saving time. Daylight time sounds
good (since it makes some people
think of ‘permanent summer’ or even
more light), but it’s really not that
good. Extra light at night doesn’t help
– it only tells your internal clock to
stay up late which means sleep deficit
for students and workers. Setting our
clocks in a way that makes us sleep
less year-round would be bad for our
health. For most of us, waking up
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in the dark is tough on our internal
clock and our sleep. Changing the
clocks this way does not give us
more light during the winter, and it
comes at a steep cost, which is that
our mornings are a lot worse. We
have to set our alarm clocks earlier,
waking up in hours of darkness and
going to work earlier. Making us all
wake up early in the winter will do
more harm.
With standard time, also known
as winter time or normal time, we
can also enjoy beautiful long summer
evenings.
Karin Leja
Winlaw

Why?

If you are born in Quebec, you
get free post secondary education.
Quebec gets 63% of federal transfer
payments, payments we pay. Our
children have to pay for their own
post secondary schooling. WHY?
Quebec has had a vote as to
whether they want to stay in Canada.
The rest of Canada hasn’t had a vote
to see if we want Quebec. WHY?
Years ago in Ontario, a town’s
water was contaminated because the
town’s well was too near a pasture.
Some people died and others were
very sick. Since then, Interior Health
has gone on a rampage causing
all kinds of grief and expense for
thousands of people. Making small

perfectly good water systems that
haven’t had any problems poison
their water with chlorine. WHY?
Years ago, you could get a
building permit and build your own
home. For some, it was the only way
they could afford a home to raise
their children in. There were building
inspectors to check the construction
to make sure the home was safe. Now
a person needs a building permit
and has to prove they are capable of
doing the job. WHY?
When we sell a piece of rural
property we have to prove there
is water available. Isn’t that up
to the buyer to make sure there is
water? Who would buy a piece of
property if it doesn’t have water? The
government feels they have to protect
us from our own stupidity. WHY?
Let us make our own decisions and
mistakes.
We are not a democracy anymore.
We are a democratic dictatorship.
Phil Trotter
Kaslo

Who or
what is more
contemptible?

The article on the front page of
the Voice (July 4) states that Jessica
Ogden spent a week in the slammer
for peacefully protesting logging in the
watershed and she has been charged
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with civil contempt of the court. She is
to appear at court on July 22, just a few
short weeks from now.
On the second page of the Voice,
there was an article about stolen goods,
drugs and guns that were seized in
Nakusp. Quantities of suspected
cocaine, crack, meth, hash, pot and
fentanyl indicative of trafficking were
found along with cash and weapons.
This person was arrested and released
with a promise to appear at court on
October 30.
On the CBC news, it was reported
that four people were injured when
a man crashed a stolen side-by-side
into a crowd at a music festival near
Princeton. While the suspect was being
treated at the festival’s first aid station,
he began assaulting the attendants, and
subsequently stole their side-by-side. He
drove the side-by-side into the crowd
near the main stage and injured four
people. This person was also arrested
and released with a promise to appear.
A reasonable person would ask
which of these three incidents is most
contemptible – the peaceful protest,
the trafficking in dangerous drugs and
possession of weapons, or the alcoholand drug-addled theft and crash of a
cart, and assault. This reasonable person
thinks that civil and peaceful protest in
order to protect one’s watershed is far
less dangerous to society than someone
distributing highly addictive products,
or driving drunk and slamming into
folks who are enjoying a musical
concert.
However, it seems from these
instances that civil disobedience is
a far greater threat to the court than
criminal offences. Perhaps our judges
and prosecutors need to be instructed
in common sense and fairness. After all,
there are degrees of behaviour – some
good and some very bad.
Jim Van Horn
Kaslo
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Green and NDP
Parties should talk
to one another

I would like to make a brief
comment on Andy Shadrack’s letter
that appeared in the Valley Voice on
July 4. First, I would like to say that I
consider Andy a good friend and also
one of the hardest working area directors
that I had the pleasure of working with
when we both held political office. And,
I certainly do not dispute the facts he
presents in his letter. However, I am
quite certain that if we were to compare
the environmental platform of the federal
NDP and Green parties, we would not
find a lot of difference. In the ridings of
South Okanagan West Kootenay and
Kootenay Columbia we are extremely
fortunate to be represented by two MPs
who understand the ramifications of
climate change on our planet: Richard
Cannings and Wayne Stetski. And yet,
the Greens appear to be mounting a
strong campaign in the next federal
election to unseat Wayne, just as they
are doing on Vancouver Island against
Randall Garrison, one of the strongest
voices Parliament has ever seen for
LGBT rights in Canada. To me, this
makes absolutely no sense whatsoever!
This is happening, unfortunately, because
the ‘great minds’ of our two parties are
not talking to each other and somehow
living under the illusion that voters will
rally behind their ‘superior’ platform and
completely reject that of the other. As we
have seen in the past, the result could
very well be a Conservative government
in Canada after October 21. Finally,
as much as it hurts me to say this, my
advice to the Conservative candidate in
Kootenay Columbia is this: Don’t spend
too much money on your campaign, sit
back and enjoy the ‘show’ and get ready
to pack your bags for Ottawa.
Alex Atamanenko
Castlegar

Open letter
to RDCK re:
glyphosate and
other herbicides

Our association supports the RDCK
wanting the Province to ban the herbicide
glyphosate. I have attached our letter
regarding the spraying of herbicides,
which include glyphosate, on Crown
land in the Southern Interior in an attempt
to get rid of invasive species. Also
attached is an article from the Watershed
Sentinel.
We are requesting that the RDCK
hire an independent expert to assess
all of the herbicides intended for use in
Southern BC to prevent adverse health
effects, which include cancer.
France and other countries have
banned glyphosate and it is time for the
Province of BC to take the citizens’ health
seriously. It was not that long ago that
Vietnam veterans won their class action
suit against Dow Chemical because of
cancer among veterans exposed to 2,4-D,
many of whom have had early deaths due

to cancer. Historically, industry always
denies its responsibility about negative
health effects. The tobacco industry is
another example.
The precautionary principle is
needed in this case and we support the
RDCK wanting the Province to ban
herbicide glyphosate but we also believe
the other proposed herbicides should be
studied and a moratorium be placed on
the intended use on Crown Land until
it can be proved that the citizens and
visitors will not be put at increased risk
when using public lands.
Marilyn Burgoon, president
Perry Ridge Water Users Association

Cellphones:
Caveat emptor

Firstly, my sincere condolences to
Rory Lindsay for having lost both parents
to cancer. It does make me wonder,
however, why he wouldn’t be even more
cautious with anything that could be
potentially carcinogenic. As continuing
revelations by whistleblowers across
many sectors of society demonstrate,
we’ve been led into a false sense of
security by the very agencies set up to
protect us. During the past 50 years alone
we have been told that a whole host of
consumer products were ‘safe’: asbestos,
DDT, PCBs, leaded gasoline, glyphosate,
etc. etc. before the scientific evidence
became too overwhelming even for the
corrupt Health Canada and US FDA to
ignore. As the University of Toronto’s Dr.
Anthony Miller said in 2017 of wireless
devices: “It appears that we are at the
same point of emerging science similar
to early recognition of health impacts
associated with tobacco, asbestos, coal
dust and lead.”
It may be comforting, if naïve, to rely
on the consolations of agencies such as
the Cancer Societies. Here again in this
era of ‘fake news,’ it all comes down
to what sources you place your trust
in. Dr. Henry Lai has already clearly
demonstrated how money from Big
Telecom has falsely skewed the data
in studies related to cell phones. The
principle of vested interests perverting
science and medicine should not be such
a hard one to grasp.
In Europe, courageous
whistleblowers like France’s Dr. Marc
Arazi have exposed how that country’s
regulatory agency tried to bury test
results on cell phone emissions that were
far above the legal limit. For reasons
similar to the Volkswagen “Dieselgate”
scandal, the cell phone scandal there
has been dubbed “Phonegate.” Several
phones in France have had to be recalled
thanks to Dr. Arazi forcing French
health authorities to release this data.
Yet not one major media outlet in
North America has covered this story.
(I interviewed Dr. Arazi about this
scandal on my blog at chameleonfire1.
wordpress.com.) Unfortunately, here in
corporate North America, Big Telecom
has an almost total lockdown on the flow
of information regarding their products.
Follow the money. Neither the Canadian
nor American governments do their own
independent research, relying instead on
the industry for data. As recently as 2012,

specific statistics on brain tumours were
not consistently kept up to date.
Meanwhile, in the UK, a 2018
report in the Journal of Environmental
and Public Health reveals that brain
tumours—the formerly rare glioblastoma
multiforme (GSM)—have climbed
from 2.4 to 5 per 100,000 people in
England between 1995 and 2015. The
study analysed 79,241 malignant brain
tumours over 21 years, finding that
cases of GBM in England have more
than doubled, from around 1,250 a year
in 1995 to just under 3,000 annually. In
the study, authors said the increasing rate
of tumours in the frontal temporal lobe
“raises the suspicion that mobile and
cordless phone use may be promoting
gliomas.” Post-diagnostic survival
averages two years in only 30% of
patients. A report by Dr. Magda Havas
cites studies noting a similarly high
risk of developing parotid gland tumor
(PGT), also known as salivary gland
tumor (SGT). That risk increases by 50%
if you’ve used a cellphone for five years
plus or more than 266 hours; it increases
by 96% if you’ve had a lifetime exposure
of more than 1,000 hours.
Besides the cancer risk, there are the
many chronic health impacts. A 2014
study published by British Medical
Journal Open Access found that people
living close to “GSM base stations”
(cell towers) have a greater risk of
experiencing the following symptoms:
fatigue, irritability, headaches, nausea,
lack of appetite, trouble sleeping,
depression, problems with concentration,
memory, vertigo, as well as with visual,
skin and vascular problems. Some, like
myself, also experience heart palpitations
or arrhythmia.
Surely, we have more than enough
information to apply the old principle of
‘Caveat emptor’ (let the buyer beware).
Art Joyce
New Denver

Why I’m still
there

Water!
The writing is on the wall, people.
The back country has been decimated
by ‘our’ unsustainable ecosystemdestroying clearcut logging practices.
They are now creeping over the tops of
the mountains and ‘cutting’ the front side,
but of course still meeting their ‘visual
quality objectives.’
‘They’ are very good at hiding their
dirty work because they have to be.
‘They’ have the legislation in their favour
and the RCMP in their back pocket in
case we get in their way.
Now they are ‘logging’ in Balfour
and are about to log right above where
the landslide was in 2011. There are over
100 water licences drawing off of Liard
Creek. There are also two fish-bearing
lakes up there. There were studies done
by independent experts who don’t
work for forestry saying that the soil
and terrain is unstable. There was also
NO community consent as a very high
percentage of the community was against
these cutblocks, but it still doesn’t matter.
A local spring was destroyed during road
building and now runs dry, which used
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to be a secondary source of water in
times of drought. A fire was started by
the ‘logging’ crew, and on and on and
on it goes.
The real crime is going on in our
watersheds and yet we still see protesters
getting hauled off to jail on the front page
of the papers. I’ve been there at multiple
protests on the front lines, I’ve witnessed
‘their’ numerous attempts to provoke us
into violence as well as their fear and
bully tactics to try and get us out of their
way. I’m standing there to protect our
land and our water in the Kootenays and
get demonized and bullied for it. I will
never back down from what I believe
in. Clean Water… So get your feller
bunchers the hell out of our community
watersheds.
Now Cooper Creek Cedar is trying
to get a cut permit to ‘log’ the Argenta/
Johnson’s Landing face, where there
have been recent caribou spottings.
According to Environment Canada, we
are in a climate emergency and yet it’s
still business as usual.
Brock Snyder
Balfour

Kuskanax Trail
tower - choose
fibre internet
connection over
wireless

On a Sunday in April 2019, a meeting
with Columbia Wireless and members of
the Nakusp Trails Society, Village of
Nakusp, Nakusp and Area Development
Board, and RDCK decided on the
location of a wireless communication
tower on or near the Kuskanax Mountain
Trail. There was no public consultation
process. (See also Valley Voice, June 20,
2019, p. 21)
This wireless tower will be redundant
next year as high-speed internet services
will come to Nakusp with Columbia
Basin Broadband Corporation, meaning
there will be an option of a safer, faster,
more reliable and energy-efficient
internet service through fibre-optic cable.
Additionally, the proposed wireless
tower will be a competitor for a potential
Nakusp-owned wired network. This kind
of wired network is already in progress
at Kootenay Lake, where KiN (Kaslo
infoNet Society) provides fibre-optic
high speed internet (Valley Voice, July
4, page 17). Schroeder Creek, Lardeau
and Bulmers Pointe already have ‘last
mile’ fibre connections (not wireless)
as of today.
So Nakusp should also get a wired
network next year!
Please, local government of Nakusp
and stakeholders, take health risks into
consideration. Please reconsider your
decision about the location of a wireless
tower on Kuskanax Mountain Trail.
Please choose the “last mile” connection
of the broadband backbone to homes
and businesses to be wired (fibre-optic).
Research indicates that children
are more vulnerable to damage from
wireless radiation than adults. People
who are sensitive to electromagnetic
fields or radiofrequency will not be able

to tolerate more wireless radiation. Please
apply the precautionary principle.
I have researched this topic for the
last eight years and I am available to
answer your questions.
Wulf Mense
Nakusp

Last chance
for mountain
caribou

It is a dire situation for the mountain
caribou in the Central Kootenay region.
Only 30 or so caribou remain alive south
of the Trans-Canada. Two herds to the
south were recently declared functionally
extirpated. These 30 caribou are our hope
for the recovery of mountain caribou in
this region. Certainly, in an emergency
situation such as this, the precautionary
approach should prevail.
Yet more planning is being promised
by government and in the meantime
they sit on their hands while these 30
remaining caribou struggle to exist.
We remain under the 2007 Mountain
Caribou Recovery Implementation Plan,
which, in a nod to industry, required
that only less than 1% of the timber
harvesting land base be set aside for
caribou. With this small amount of forest
habitat, it is no wonder that caribou
numbers are drastically declining even
though the goal of the plan was to reduce
the decline in seven years. Outside these
set aside areas it only takes the signature
of the professional forester of a logging
company to log caribou habitat.
This really struck home at a Cooper
Creek Cedar (CCC) logging meeting in
Argenta on June 13. It was announced
by CCC’s professional forester that their
contracted biologist had documented
clear evidence of recent mountain
caribou activity in the Salisbury area
(within the Argenta-Johnsons Landing
proposal for inclusion to the Purcell
Wilderness Conservancy). At the same
time as this announcement was the
declaration that 30-35% of this caribou
area would be logged in addition to 60
hectares of cutblocks in ungulate winter
range just below the caribou area.
While it is well accepted that a
major cause in the decline of mountain
caribou is the logging of their habitat,
the decimating practice continues to this
day, even with only 30 caribou left in our
region. This is simply outrageous!
We call for an immediate moratorium
on all logging in this region where
mountain caribou are known to utilize
winter or spring habitat. In addition, new
protected areas need to be established to
permanently protect mountain caribou
habitat. Protecting the Valhalla Society’s
Selkirk Mountain Caribou area and the
Argenta Johnsons Landing Face would
be a significant start. The precautionary
principle must be implemented for true
mountain caribou recovery.
The forest industry’s future is secure
with the thousands of plantations carved
out of the wilderness over the past
decades. For the caribou, this is their
last chance!
Gary Diers
Argenta
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New Denver Council July 9: Development permit approved for former Eldorado building
by Katrine Campbell
• Council approved a development
permit for Patrick Warren’s property
at 402 6th Avenue, the old Eldorado
grocery building. His plan is to build
one commercial space and a landscaped
plaza for public use. His prior proposal
involved putting in public washrooms
with financing from the Village; that was
rejected by council earlier this year. Moss
asked if information on the septic system
was reliable; Allaway explained that
would come up when Warren applies for
a building permit. Since the development
permit application met all of the Village’s
guidelines, it was approved, and Warren
can now apply for a building permit.
In discussing the building permit and
building code, council wondered whether
the Village should require new buildings
to conform to BC Step Code 3, relating

to improved energy efficiency. The CAO
and Casley pointed out that those who
build to that code voluntarily are eligible
for rebates, but if the Village mandates
the standard, homeowners will not be
eligible. “By taking this approach we are
benefitting our residents,” Allaway said.
• Councillor Colin Moss reported on
the June 26 meeting of the West Kootenay
Boundary Regional Hospital District
(WKBRHD). Bylaw #331, requesting
WKBRHD funding for a new ultrasound
machine at Kootenay Lake Hospital
(Nelson) was passed and adopted.
- Updated Facility Condition Index
(FCI) information is available now
and will be presented at the next board
meeting, as will an update on the Primary
Care Network rollout for the region.
Council was worried that the FCI value
for the Slocan Community Health

VILLAGE OF
NEW DENVER
PUBLIC NOTICES

PROPERTY TAXES

Property owners of the Village of New Denver are reminded
that 2019 Property Taxes have been mailed out. The Property
Tax payment deadline was Monday, July 15, 2019. A 10%
penalty has been applied to all amounts that are outstanding.
If you are eligible for the Home Owner Grant, please return the
completed claim form to the Village Office by December 31,
2019. Payments may be made in person at the Village Office
(by cash, cheque or debit), by mail, or online through the Kootenay Savings Credit Union.

WATERING RESTRICTIONS

Residents are reminded that watering restrictions are currently
in effect and the use of sprinklers is prohibited between 10:00
am and 6:00 pm on any day.

OBON CEREMONY

The annual Obon ceremony will take place on Sunday, July
28th, 2019 at 2:00 pm at the Nikkei Internment Memorial Centre, 306 Josephine Street, New Denver.

BC REDRESS COMMUNITY
CONSULTATION

New Denver and area residents have an opportunity to participate in the BC Redress Community Consultation Meeting on
July 24, 2019, 3:00 to 5:30 pm at the Knox Hall, 521 6th Avenue, New Denver. The National Association for Japanese Canadians will conduct a series of community consultation meetings
across BC to provide community members a voice in offering
recommendations for redress and legacy initiatives to the
Government of British Columbia. To register, go to: https://
najcnewdenver.eventbrite.ca.
115 Slocan Avenue · P.O. Box 40, New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
(250) 358-2316 · office@newdenver.ca · www.newdenver.ca

Centre might be skewed if some of the
older parts of the complex were being
evaluated. Mayor Leonard Casley said
that in 2013 a 70-year-old shed had been
included, whereas most of the facility
was built in 1982, making it one of
the newer buildings in the WKBRHD.
Interior Health uses the FCI for capital
cost projections. Moss will contact IH
about council’s concerns.
• Council approved a closure of
Bellevue Street in front of the Bosun Hall
for the annual antique fair at the hall, July
21, 8 am-4 pm.
• The mayor and corporate officer
were authorized to sign a Licence of
Occupation between the Village and
FortisBC to enable installation of a fastcharging electric vehicle station in New
Denver. The Level 3 DC station will
be installed on the south side of Slocan
Avenue, in the Kootenay Street road
allowance south of the recycling bins;
the existing Level 1 station will be moved
there as well. The Village will provide the
land and maintain the site for 10 years
at no cost. FortisBC will maintain and
operate the equipment, or arrange for BC
Hydro to do it.
• The Village will provide a letter
of support for the Village of Silverton’s
application to the Rural Dividend
Program for continued funding for the
Slocan Valley Economic Development
Partnership. The total budget for 2020/22
is $125,000, with $100,000 being sought
from the Rural Development Program
and the balance coming from the partners:
the Villages of New Denver, Silverton
and Slocan plus RDCK Area H. The

Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work,
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal
WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS

359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539
3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

proposed activities for the next two years
include business retention and expansion
in the agriculture and cannabis sectors;
refreshing the ED Strategy; continuing
attraction strategy work; working with
partners on events to build out the
shoulder season; assisting with affordable
rental and market housing opportunities;
working with partners on the build-out of
better connectivity and last-mile planning
and implementation.
• Council will provide a letter of
support to the Kootenay Mountaineering
Club in its quest to have the Enterprise
Creek road access into Kokanee Glacier
Provincial Park. At present, anyone from
the Slocan Valley wanting to drive to the
park has to go to Kokanee Creek near
Nelson or Woodbury Creek near Kaslo.
The road was closed 10 years ago after
a slide blocked it. The slide was cleared,
says the club, the road is drivable and the
slope has stabilized but large boulders
have been placed to block access. They
want the road reopened.
• Council approved the InterCommunity Business Licence proposal
and directed staff to prepare the required
bylaw. The ICBL will allow mobile
businesses (such as contractors, caterers,
fruit and fish trucks, and other service
providers) to operate in different
jurisdictions without having to apply for
multiple business licences. Staff from the
Small Business Branch of the Ministry
of Jobs, Trades and Technology and
representatives from the West Kootenay,
East Kootenay and Greater Trail ICBL
partnerships have proposed building
on the existing programs and creating

one Kootenay-wide ICBL program. It
would cover up to 26 municipalities,
including New Denver. The licence fee
has been set at $100, with the issuing
municipality keeping the full amount.
The regular business licence program
would remain for New Denver brick and
mortar businesses.
• Council authorized staff to submit
an application to the Infrastructure
Planning Grant Program for $10,000
to help pay for a Water Distribution
Asset Review and Planning project. The
Village is working with an engineer from
TRUE Consulting to develop plans to
improve the municipal water system. The
project will allow for a review of water
system information and development of
a digital water model to assess flows and
pressures. Developing a water master
plan and improving water pressure in the
Orchard were identified as priorities in the
2019 Annual Report.
• Council agreed to sign an amended
Memorandum of Understanding with
the West Kootenay EcoSociety to work
with Regional Energy Leaders Working
Groups “to develop the West Kootenay
100% Renewable Energy Plan.” Council
resolved in January of this year to
develop a plan for its transition to 100%
renewable energy, and to present the plan
by December 1, 2020. The mayor and
councillors agreed it was important to be
at the table to learn, lobby and influence,
but did not want to be held to any plan
that wouldn’t work for New Denver, nor
to any specific dates or timelines.
• From in camera: CAO Allaway
was appointed Deputy Finance Officer.

submitted
In the past decade the Slocan Valley
has emerged as a vibrant contributor to
the local agriculture renaissance. Farmers
in our region have proven that small,
commercially viable farm businesses
are possible here and our communities
are benefiting from it. When the Nelson
Farmer’s market began a decade ago,
it had only a tiny handful of produce
vendors. Today there are over a dozen,
and nearly half of them are from the
Slocan Valley.
The Slocan Valley Economic
Development Partnership (Villages of
Slocan, Silverton, New Denver and
RDCK Area H) recently commissioned a
report to be researched and written by Alys
Ford of Ravine Creek Farm on Fern Road,
in support of the agricultural community
and to continue building on the success of
previous initiatives.
The aim of Overview of Agriculture
in the Slocan Valley is to view agriculture
from the perspective of an established,
successful market garden farm – one
that vends at local farmers markets, has
a roadside produce stand and provides
a community-supported agriculture
program (where members pay a seasonal
fee to receive a weekly share of produce).
The report identified a number of
ways that local government can support
their farmers. Among these, it suggested
continued support for the Kootenay
Boundary Farm Advisors Program,
building capacity for an agricultural labour
force and addressing climate change
with regards to resiliency and adaptation,
especially concerning water use.
“To have success in agriculture, a

community simply needs reasonable
access to land, water and affordable
housing, plus sufficient capital for
infrastructure,” report author Alys Ford
says. “The regional district can help by
updating their Agriculture Plan, which
is very useful – but written in 2011.
Conditions keep changing, and this is a
really great tool to move forward with.”
In the public consultations leading
up to the creation of the Slocan Valley
Economic Development Plan, residents
were asked what kind of business they
would like to see expand or locate in
the valley. ‘Agriculture and Agri-food
Processing’ was tied with ‘Green Industry’
for top response at 41% each. Agriculture,
particularly local food production,
was a key theme during the public
consultations. Other themes included
agricultural education opportunities; agrifood tourism; providing land to youth and
farmers; and training for co-op farms and
food processing.
“I think the Slocan Valley is well
versed in the benefits of eating healthily
and supporting local farmers. There is
an upward trend in this direction locally,
and we all can do our part to encourage
emerging farmers by continuing to
buy local farm products whenever
possible,” says Slocan Valley Economic
Development Coordinator Ron LeBlanc.
The Overview of Agriculture in the
Slocan Valley includes contributions
from West Kootenay Permaculture
Co-op, Central Kootenay Food Policy
Council, Kootenay and Boundary Farm
Advisors and the Basin Business Advisors
Agriculture Program, and can be found
online at www.rdck.ca.

Report gives overview of farming in the Slocan Valley
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Kaslo has a new WildSafeBC Coordinator – Mark Northey
by Art Joyce
Meet Mark Northey, Kaslo’s new
WildSafeBC Coordinator. Mark is a
public school teacher who recently
moved to Kaslo from the west coast
with his wife Shayna and kids. He
teaches on-call with School District
#8 and is now part of a provincewide network of people dedicated to
reducing human-wildlife conflicts.
WildSafeBC is a subsidiary program
of the British Columbia Conservation
Foundation and its mandate is reflected
in its motto: “Keeping wildlife wild and
communities safe.” We interviewed
Mark to familiarize readers with his
new role.
What drew you to this job? Have
you had a work history that involves
wildlife biology or something similar?
My attraction to the WildSafe
Coordinator position grows out of
experiences I’ve had developing and
implementing outdoor education
programs. As a teacher I’ve seen the
effects of screened entertainments
on a whole generation. I’ve also seen
the delight and wonder students have
when they put their devices away for
long enough on a trek into wilderness

that is full of surprise and delight. This
immersion in the natural world used
to be – and in some places still is – a
necessary traditional component of
Indigenous education (not school but
education). Breaking our links with this
Indigenous insight, we have lost our
bearings in relationship with wildlife,
especially dangerous wildlife such as
large predators.
My desire as a WildSafeBC
Community Coordinator is to help
with small steps toward mitigating
unnecessary conflicts in our communities.
This begins right in our own backyards
being responsible with our garbage,
compost, and other wildlife attractants
as participants in conscious, caring, and
respectful relationship with other species.
How does your role overlap with the
Bear Smart coordinator?
A large part of our message is the
reduction of conflict through appropriate
management of wildlife attractants. We
accomplish this through education,
collaboration, and a variety of local
community solutions. This often means
cooperating with other organizations
such as Bear Smart, where our good
intentions overlap. I’ve had productive

meetings with Bear Smart Coordinator
Kim Frederickson of the Slocan Valley.
We’re happy to partner with willing
community volunteers and to collaborate
with any organization that will help share
our core message and goal – keeping
wildlife wild and communities safe.
Can you tell us yet about some of
the programs you will be offering?
I’ve been out in Kaslo and several
Area D communities already, visiting
door-to-door and checking in with
community members about wildlife
activity and responsible management
of garbage, compost, bird feeders and
other attractants. I’ve been at the Kaslo
Saturday Market and will continue to set
up a booth there throughout the summer,
sharing local stories and information
about wildlife. Our focus is conflict
reduction, but being well informed about
bears, cougars, and other wildlife that we
might encounter is part of my job, too.
Readers can contact me for information
on upcoming bear spray classes that I will
be hosting later this summer.
You can look for my booth at the
Kaslo Outdoor Trails and Recreation
Society Unity Bridge celebration on
Saturday, August 24. As we move into
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A new, small-scale project aimed
at providing supportive housing for
Kaslo’s homeless or precariously-housed
population is poised to move ahead. “All
we are missing now is the collaboration
of a landlord,” says Erika Bird, chair of
the Kaslo Housing Society (KHS).
The society’s program – Community
Working to End Homelessness (CWEH)
– provides supportive housing to persons
needing assistance with finding and
staying successfully housed, and who
may be hard to house due to a poor
housing record, poverty, stigmatizing
health conditions, addictions or mental
health challenges.

“Thanks to some community-minded
people here and the Columbia Basin
Trust, we now have that,” she says. “We
would also like to give a shout-out to
the staff of the Kaslo Western Financial
Group who contributed $1,500 from their
Community Fundraising Walk.”
Bird says individuals in Kaslo have
made pledges to support the program
with $10 or $20 per month. “The
generosity of these individuals has really
impressed us,” she said.
A $5,000 Social Grant from
Columbia Basin Trust will get the project
off the ground and help the society find
the right person to assume the role of
housing navigator, she said. The society
has also committed some of its own
funds that it has raised through numerous
activities over the years.
Persons wishing to make donations
to the CWEH or other projects of
the Kaslo Housing Society can go to
CanadaHelps.ca and make monthly or
one-time contributions. As a registered
charitable organization, the Kaslo
Housing Society can issue charitable
tax receipts to donors.

Support that will be offered includes
helping with the paperwork, transitioning
into the accommodation, maintaining
good landlord relationships, assisting
with conflict resolution between tenants
and landlords, providing housing loss
prevention interventions, and assisting
tenants with processes required to obtain
rent subsidies.
Experience in Canada and other
countries has shown that this model
makes for high success rates for
individuals who likely are addressing
other problems which contribute to their
housing difficulties. This CWEH model
also minimizes risks for landlords while
meaningfully engaging them in resolving
homelessness in the community. It
will allow KHS to support persons in
need without having to own buildings.
It will integrate those persons into the
community rather than ghettoizing them
into one building or neighbourhood, and
it is designed to be long-term and stable.
Affordable housing is not a ‘Kaslo
only’ concern; a greater and greater
proportion of the population is facing
housing challenges. The CWEH
approach will not address all the housing
issues in Kaslo and surrounding area, but
it will help to meet the needs of those
who face the most intransigent barriers
in their search for adequate housing.
Meanwhile, KHS is actively pursuing
longer term solutions.
For more information contact Kevin
Flaherty, Housing Coordinator, Kaslo
Housing Society, 250-353-8363.

Innovative Kaslo housing project seeks a willing landlord

How does CWEH work?

The goal is for KHS to lease an
accessible, affordable, adequate unit
from a landlord for at least one year. KHS
then sublets the accommodation while
assuming responsibility for rent payment
and the condition of the unit. KHS, the
landlord, and the tenant all agree to
work together to ensure tenant housing
success. Persons selected to receive
housing through the CWEH program
will receive support services and case
management from a housing navigator.
In effect, the CWEH creates a
partnership between a landlord, Kaslo
Housing Society and the person in need
of stable housing.
The idea behind the CWEH program
is not new. “We heard about this program
from Kevin Flaherty, our staff at the
Kaslo Housing Society,” said Bird.
“He’d met a group in Whitehorse who
have had success with it for a number of
years now. They encouraged us to try it
as it has proved to be a way of creating
solutions on a small scale, one person at
a time. The experience in Whitehorse is
that the program will grow in support
and capacity once the community sees
the initial success.”
Bird says that before launching the
program in Kaslo, the society wanted
to have the commitment of resources to
support one person for at least one year.

Finding suitable
accommodation now the priority

With the funds coming together
for the first year, Kevin Flaherty, KHS
housing coordinator says the focus
now is finding a willing and suitable
landlord to work with. “We recognize
that those offering long-term rental
accommodation in this community have
choices in applicants for their spaces. We
are asking that they consider the support
that this project offers and the long-term
benefits to the community of having
stable housing for all.”
The project will be guided by a
CWEH Working Group of interested and
skilled community members. The group
will have access to a host of policies and
practices that have worked well in other
communities. One of the goals of the
program is to improve the chances of selfsufficiency of homeless individuals and
those at imminent risk of homelessness.

Since
Since1986
1986

LUG bags, Basic Spirit pewter,
Kootenay Forge, and so much
more in-store. Stop by and
browse. Open every day.
250.353.2566
408 Front Street, Kaslo, BC
www.figmentscanada.com

fall, responsible management of our
many fruit trees will become a focus. I
will be cooperating with the Food Hub,
promoting their food gleaning program,
which is volunteer-based and a fun way
to make a difference in bear conflict and
responsible food management. Look
for my WildSafeBC booth at the fun
fall apple press sometime in September.
Harvesting our fruit before it attracts
bears is part of keeping wildlife wild and
communities safe.
How has the role of the WildSafe
coordinator changed, if any, over the
years?
I’m sure almost everyone will
remember the days when WildSafe was
called Bear Aware. This earlier focus
on bears gave way to a recognition of
the broader range of wildlife-human
conflicts in our communities. In Kaslo
and Area D, we are especially aware
of conflict with cougars, for example.
WildSafeBC still delivers the essential
message behind Bear Aware, with our
own added awareness that conflicts
arise with other wildlife and we can
help reduce these too through similar
methods.
What are some misconceptions
about human-wildlife interaction we
can quickly clear up for our readers?
First off, I think we generalize
conflicts and consider them inevitable.
In reality, each conflict I have learned
about on the job so far could have been
avoided if attractants like garbage had
been managed properly, or electric
fencing had been in place to prevent ‘first
contact’ with a food source.
Second, I have run into a number
of misconceptions about bear spray
and its proper use and effectiveness.
Some people tend to think bear spray
isn’t going to work as well as their rifle,
while others have treated bear spray
more like a talisman than a tool, storing
it in their backpacks where it would be
hard to access in a quickly developing
conflict scenario. In truth, bear spray
when used properly is a very effective
conflict deterrent. Whereas a discharged
firearm may only wound and further
aggravate an attack, bear spray properly
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discharged will in most cases completely
disrupt and deter a conflict sequence.
That is why I have been trained in proper
bear spray use and best practices, and
will be offering classes on this for our
communities.
Mark Northey can be contacted at
kaslo@wildsafebc.com

Mark Northey, Kaslo’s new WildSafeBC Coordinator.

• Fresh Meat Cut Daily
• Fresh & Frozen Seafood
• Freezer Packs
• Deli Sandwiches to go
• Awesome Cheese Selection
• Fresh & Smoked Sausage
• Smoked Salmon
• Awesome Beef Jerky
• Custom Cutting
• Weekly Instore Specials

BOAT RENTALS
at Woodbury Resort and Marina
on Kootenay Lake
Take a boat ride on Kootenay Lake while
vacationing in the Kootenays!
$40/hour or $240/day

5 km north of Ainsworth Hot Springs, 17 km south of Kaslo

1-877-353-7717
www.woodburyresort.com
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Nakusp-based BACA now promoting causeway-tunnel crossing on Upper Arrow
by Jan McMurray
A new option for a fixed link
across Upper Arrow Lake is being
promoted by the Beaton Arm Crossing
Association (BACA). The new option
calls for a causeway-tunnel-causeway

ARROW LAKES
HOSPITAL FOUNDATION
Annual General Meeting

Monday August 26, 2019 at 7:00 pm
Arrow Lakes Hospital Board Room
Elections to fill 3 Director positions,
each for a 3 year term.
Memberships are available from
board members or from the front
desk at Arrow Lakes Hospital
before July 26, 2019.
For further information write to
Box 284, Nakusp
or call 250-265-4775

at the Storm Point crossing, which is
east of the existing ferry crossing from
Galena Bay (Nakusp side) to Shelter
Bay (Revelstoke side).
The new option is not so new: the
Storm Point crossing was identified as
the preferred location for a causewaybridge-causeway in an April 2004
report commissioned by the Ministry
of Transport. What’s new is the tunnel
instead of the bridge.
BACA President Earl Frerichs
made a presentation to members of
Village of Nakusp council and Nakusp
and District Chamber of Commerce
on July 4 at the Nakusp Archives
office. He explained that BACA started
looking at a tunnel as a way to address
issues posed by a bridge, such as
siltation caused by bridge footings and
regulations for bridges that make them
costly to build. For example, a bridge
has to be 18 metres above the highest
water level, to accommodate vessels.
The Storm Point crossing option

is not the one that BACA has been
promoting for years. From 2011
to recently, the organization was
lobbying for an option that involved
two crossings: one across the Beaton
Arm and the other at Sidmouth. The
estimated cost of this option, known as
Option 8, was $462,658,000 in 2014.
BACA’s cost estimate for the new
tunnel option, known as Option 9, is
$341 million. Frerichs said Option 9
shaves $120 million off the 2014
estimate for Option 8, and reduces the
total distance of the crossing by 6.8
kilometres. The Option 9 crossing is
4.5 kilometres long, where Option 8 is
11.3 kilometres.
Frerichs also said it is interesting to
note that in 2012, MOTI surveyed an
intersection and lake access at the Storm
Point crossing landing on the west side
of the lake.
In his presentation, Frerichs gave
the history, going back to June 1965,
when BC Hydro and the Department

Society for Nakusp Community Events (volunteer society) would
like to thank the following for helping to make a wonderful July 1st:

-Village of Nakusp & Public Works Crew, Canadian Heritage (Celebrate Canada
Fund) , NACFOR, Columbia Basin Trust

-Interfor, $$ Store, Treasure Trove, Marvin’s Small Motors, Hewat Repairs, Save-On
Foods, R&A Logging, Crescent Bay Construction, T Martin Trucking.

of Highways published ‘The New
Outlook for the Arrow Lakes,’ a booklet
with plans for roads, bridges, etc. in
the area. The plan included a bridge at
Fauquier with a road to Passmore via
Octopus Creek and Koch Creek. “All
the commitments in the booklet were
kept in one way or another except the
bridge and roadway,” he said.
Frerichs argued that a fixed link is
necessary for economic development
in Nakusp, quoting from reports and
an economic development consultant.
“Since 2004, we have had four
occasions that we have been informed
either in report form or directly that
without a change in our transportation
system, we will not have economic
development. The time has come to
take action to correct this issue,” he said.
He also argued that the fixed link
would be better for the environment.

He said the ferry emits 5.9 tonnes of
carbon dioxide per day, whereas an
average family car emits six tonnes
per year. Removing the ferry would be
equivalent to taking 359 cars per year
off the road, he said.
Frerichs also mentioned the NorthSouth corridor, a proposed highway
from Spokane to Revelstoke along the
Arrow Lakes. He said they are working
on a bridge at Waneta and a bridge on
the Upper Arrow. Frerichs advised
Nakusp council members to be aware of
this initiative. “You have to be thinking
about these things,” he said.
BACA is a Nakusp non-profit
society that’s been working on a fixed
link since 2011, building on the work of
the former Arrow Lakes Transportation
and Infrastructure Association, which
worked on a fixed link and other
infrastructure issues from 2003 to 2011.

submitted
Citizens of the Nakusp community,
and of many others throughout Canada,
are generous with their time and effort in
serving those around them. Sometimes,
however, there is someone whose
voluntary dedication to supporting others
redefines the meaning of service to the
community.
Ernie Knecht is one of those people,
according to Nakusp Rotary.
Since 1985 Knecht has been chair
of the Nakusp Scholarship Society,
which he joined in 1984, the year of its
formation. The society was established
to assist worthy students in furthering
their post-secondary education. Since
that time more than $1.2 million has
been awarded to NSS graduates in the
form of grants to support their ongoing
education.
It is thanks to Knecht and the time
and effort that he has dedicated to the
society over the last 34 years, securing
donations for the scholarship fund, that
Nakusp graduates today benefit so greatly
from the grant program. He recognizes
the importance of youth having an
opportunity for further education and

a better chance to compete in today’s
job market.
Despite his retirement from teaching
in 2002, Knecht stayed on as the society’s
chair for another 17 years and only now
is handing over the reins for someone
else to fill this important role. He has
created a detailed manual about the
Society, covering the awards, the criteria,
the contacts and so on. Those taking over
should have no trouble continuing to
help the students of Nakusp Secondary
School finance some of their postsecondary education.
To recognize his contribution to
the community in chairing the Nakusp
Scholarship Society for all these years,
the Rotary Club of Nakusp presented
Knecht with a Paul Harris Fellow Award.
Named after the founder of the Rotary
movement, it is Rotary’s most prestigious
award and is given in recognition
of outstanding contributions to the
community. Rotary District Governor
Bob Quay was in Nakusp and took the
opportunity to present the certificate and
pin to Ernie, whose wife of 48 years Pat,
and family were also on hand to witness
the presentation.

Nakusp man honoured for
outstanding service

-Wet Willy’s, Christine & Andy & Piece of Heaven crew, Jess Godtmark & crew,
North Okanagan Lawn Mower Racing Club
-Nakusp Volunteer Fire Department (amazing as always)

-the great musicians, all the venders, the parade
participants, the merchants for decorating

-Deb Guest, Pat Dion, Kelly Hascarl, Dave Kew,
Jamie Lasseter, Crystal Larder, Dave Kew, Doug &
Brenda McQuair, Dave Jackson, Frances Swan,
JoAnn Seaton, James Richard (JR)

-our go-to ladies – Anya, Patty, Jacqui, Mary

-all of the tremendous volunteers, friends and family
that helped us out along the way
(our apologies if we missed anyone)

P.S. – We raised $320 from the sale of our cups to
go towards the fireworks

PALS HAS KITTENS!
AVAILABLE SOON!

If you’ve been waiting to
a d o p t a k i t t e n , PA L S w i l l
have 6 adorable orange and
white boys soon!! if you’re
interested, please call PALS at 250265-3792 and leave your name and
number and we will call you back!
WEEKLY SPONSOR:

Nakusp
(250) 265-3635 www.selkirkrealty.com

Ernie Knecht receives his Paul Harris Fellow Award
from Rotary District 5080 Governor Bob Quay.
Knecht received the award for his outstanding work
on the Nakusp Scholarship Society.

Considering
Community Service?
Consider Nakusp Rotary
Call Mayumi
for Details:
250-265-0002

July 18, 2019 The Valley Voice

SLOCAN VALLEY

Silverton council goes for 100% renewable energy by 2050
by Moe Lyons
• For the second month in a row,
Silverton council chambers were filled
with enthusiastic supporters of the
West Kootenay EcoSociety’s 100%
Renewable Kootenays initiative. Council
unanimously passed a motion stating
the Village “aims to transition to 100%
renewable energy in all energy-use
sectors in the community including
heating and cooling, transportation,
electricity and waste management no
later than 2050.” Silverton joins New
Denver, Slocan, Rossland, Nelson and
the RDCK in the commitment to 100%
renewable energy. Staff was asked to
collaborate with other local governments,
community stakeholders and leading
experts to develop a transition plan by
December 2020. In the discussion prior
to the vote, Councillor K. Gordon wanted
to be sure that if for any reason some
persons were not able to conform to this
plan, they would not lose their services.
Mayor Clarke assured her that every
individual household would be able to
make its own decision.
• The mayor and other council
members commented on how successful
the July 1st celebrations were. Both
campsites were “packed solid” and
Councillor K. Gordon reported the
concession sold over 400 hamburgers
and all the hot dogs!
• CAO Hillary Elliott announced that
the next Official Community Plan public
input meeting will be on Wednesday, July
24 from 4 to 7 pm at the Memorial Hall.
This will be an open discussion with an
information kiosk. Light snacks will be
served. Everyone is encouraged to attend.
• Mayor Clarke reported on council’s
strategic planning workshop, where
they identified top priorities as the
Official Community Plan, broadband
internet - fibre to the home, ongoing
asset management, boat launch upkeep
(a particular concern being the depth near
the dock), downtown beautification and

enhancement, and adding septic, power
and water to the Creekside Campground.
• Leslie Beare of the New Denver
Hospice Society made a presentation
to council. She said Hospice was “very
grateful for council’s input into their
$20,000 grant proposal,” and support
for other proposals. They have received
several grants, including one from
the Slocan Valley Legacy Fund for
renovations to the office, making it more
inviting to people as they go through
bereavement and seek help with advance
care planning. Hospice is also offering
companion grief workshops, and will
be bringing in a trainer from Trail in
September to teach volunteers how to
deal with PTSD and grief. “Grieving is
part of the death process,” said Beare,
“and we are wanting to up our services.”
Council agreed Hospice is doing terrific
work and is greatly appreciated.
• An update was received from
Splatsin Development Corporation’s
Yucwmenlúcwu (Caretakers of the
Land) LLP re: logging in the Silverton
watershed. They are currently starting
road construction, and logging will begin
this summer. Both the contractors they are
hiring (Alpine Logging and Stella-Jones,
subcontracting to Iron Peaks Logging for
right-of-way logging) are local.
• Council supported the Slocan
Valley Regional Economic Development
Implementation Plan Project, and
instructed staff to submit a funding
application on behalf of the partnership
of Silverton, New Denver, Slocan and
RDCK Area H to the BC Rural Dividend
Program for a project value of $125,000
over two years. This is the second phase
of this project. In the first phase, an
economic development coordinator, Ron
LeBlanc, was hired. The Cannabis Report
and the Agriculture Report are two recent
deliverables of this project. Numerous
other initiatives will also be pursued in
the next two-year period. The funding
application is for $100,000. $12,500 of

the outstanding $25,000 to be raised will
be in-kind for administration, and the rest
will be shared among the partners.
• Council received a 19-page
document entitled ‘Overview of
Agriculture in the Slocan Valley,’
prepared on behalf of the Slocan Valley
Economic Development Partnership,
and authored by Alys Ford, from Ravine
Creek Farm in Appledale. Among its
many recommendations is the creation
of a Slocan Valley brand. Mayor Clarke
described it as a “fantastic report” filled
with “lots of good reading.”
• Councillor Leah Main reported that
the RDCK Sustainability Committee is
working with the EcoSociety and local
governments to develop the Renewable
Energy Plan.
She also reported that the RDCK
has a student, whose wage is being paid
by her university, to help with climate
change adaptation. Main said most places
doing this work have a Citizen Advisory
Group and council agreed to look into
forming one between Silverton and New
Denver.
Main said the Slocan Valley
Economic Development Partnership’s
Cannabis Report is an integral document,
and is being referenced by other levels of
government.
The federal government has been
consulting with the Federation of
Canadian Municipalities on a Rural
Economic Development Policy and a
National Broadband Strategy, Main said.
• Councillor K. Gordon continues
to develop a collaborative Municipal
Emergency Program. She will create a
procedural manual with examples, as she
feels the current materials “don’t give you
that comfort zone of knowing what needs
to be done.” She is arranging for council
to receive free training from Emergency
Management BC, a one-day core course,
on October 10. She will contact New
Denver and Slocan to see if they are
interested in participating. She will also

Silverton residents and Village council celebrate Silverton’s commitment to the West Kootenay EcoSociety’s 100% Renewable Kootenays initiative.

Passmore Lodge sprucing up for 20th anniversary on July 27
submitted
Not only is Passmore Lodge
celebrating its 20th anniversary on
Saturday, July 27, it’s getting a major
paint job inside, renovations to its
heating and cooling systems, and many
other upgrades as it enters its third
decade.
“We’re celebrating on July 27
with live music, food, friends, tours, a
special anniversary sing-along ditty by
Moe Lyons, and some of the area’s best
speakers,” said Rita Moir, president
of the Slocan Valley Seniors’ Housing
Society.

Passmore Lodge, at 3650 Passmore
Old Road, held its grand opening 20 years
ago in July, after years of community
fundraising. The Lodge, 10 suites for
independent living with a large central
area used for numerous activities, is set
on two acres of land donated by a group
of local families. The Lodge is supported
with long-term funding by BC Housing.
The Open House gets underway
at 2 pm on July 27 with music by the
Claybrick Boys, wonderful snacks, tours
of the vegetable gardens and one suite,
and photo displays and video from the
grand opening 20 years ago. At 3 pm,

we’ll enjoy Moe’s singalong, words from
Corky Evans, star fundraiser Lydia Kania
(she hiked 233 kms on the 9-day Hike for
Housing in 1998), MLA Katrine Conroy,
MP Richard Cannings, RDCK Area
H Director Walter Popoff and several
funders, followed by cake and a toast.
Support for the event comes from
the Slocan Valley Community Legacy
Fund, Columbia Basin Trust and local
businesses and individuals.
Everyone is welcome. Carpool if
you can, and bring your lawn chair. Call
Sue Harder at 250-226-7144 for more
information.

arrange for a briefing for elected officials.
• A request was received from a
homeowner on Alpha Street to cut
down trees which obscure the view.
The homeowner said they had received
permission to do this in 2008, but that
the trees had grown back. They assured
council they would be “selective” and
they were willing to assume all costs.
Council agreed to the request, pursuant
to the work being done by the contractors
hired by the Village, in consultation with
staff. They said it would take time, as
there are numerous other concerns about
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trees in the village.
• CAO Hillary Elliott reported that
the three Villages are working with
SIFCo on the Firesmart project and
are waiting to hear back from the CBT
about a grant for Firesmart community
education.

THANK A BEE

Pollinators from birds, bats, butterflies, moths,
beetles, flies, wasps and bees to small
mammals give us one in every three bites
of food, and as their populations decline so
does sustenance for us and for wildlife. Some
75%–95% of flowering plants need pollinators,
including 1,200 crops. Native bees pollinate
the greatest array of flowers and crops; BC
has 450 species.
slocanlakess.com

New Denver’s 19th
Annual Antique and
Collectible Fair

Sunday, July 21st
Bosun Hall, New Denver
8 am - 3 pm
See you there!

Bellevue St will be closed from Slocan St to the alley
To book a table, call Helen
250-355-2354
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Members of Nakusp’s Save-on Foods team present $1,300 to Anne Miskulin, representative of the local Food Bank operated by Arrow & Slocan Lakes Community Services. The funds were raised during the company’s second annual ‘Share it
Forward’ event in the last week of June, when half of the proceeds from the sale of Western Family products are donated to local food banks. This Save-on Foods company-wide initiative raised $300,000 for food banks in BC and Alberta this year.

Valhalla Fine Arts Peak Dance students did a ‘flash mob dance’ on the street near the New Denver Friday Market on July 12. The summer dance and theatre programs were a huge success again this year. The music programs start in August (valhallafinearts.org).

Kaslo Riding Club celebrates 50th anniversary this summer
submitted
In the spring of 1969 a group of
Kaslo horse enthusiasts got together to

form the Kaslo Riding Club Society.
They wanted to promote horsemanship
in the area by holding educational clinics,

organizing trail rides and generally
enjoying their equine friends. The
original grounds were at the south end of

Vimy Park where shows and drill team
rides took place.
In the early ’70s the popularity of
equestrian activities was likened to the
Wild West, with kids riding their prancing
ponies all over the village. They were
having so much fun that the authorities
had to issue an edict stating there was to
be no horse riding on the school grounds,
the hospital lawn, the sidewalks on Front
Street, the swimming areas and – of
course – private lawns. Riders were still
permitted to tie their horses up at the
hitching rail behind the laundromat.
As the popularity of the club grew,
plans for a new riding ring on Arena
Avenue at the old T & H sawmill
site were drawn up in 1976. Hours of
volunteer work went into the creation
and ongoing maintenance of the ring
so the Club can hold clinics and shows,
sleigh rides and general meetings. Over
the years a beautiful metal rail arena has
been built, along with corrals, announcer
stand and a concession which is actually
an old forest fire lookout building. The

Club is still active and has campout rides
to Mount Scaia (Granby Provincial Park)
and Silvercup Ridge Trail (Trout Lake).
In November of 1995 the Trans
Canada Trail Foundation presented the
Kaslo Riding Club Society with a Trail
Maker Certificate as a “trail building
supporter for preserving and conserving
the Natural Grandeur of Canada for all to
enjoy now and beyond tomorrow.” Club
members say they can especially thank
Herb Thompson for that honour.
In the past the Kaslo Riding Club
has been active at May Days by putting
on English and Western horse shows
and demonstrations, and riding in the
downtown parade. Fun shows with events
like the Indian pickup race, musical tires,
egg and spoon and the water relay
race were held on the long weekend.
Competitors urged on their horses with
endearing names like Trouble, Tarzan,
Misty Mae and Handkerchief!
Club president Ian McKinnon
and about 25 members plan a 50th
Anniversary celebration this summer.

Herb & Faye Thompson were early members of the Kaslo Riding Club Society.
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Studio Connexion features international photographer Ursula Abresch
by Art Joyce
The Slocan Valley has a long
history of attracting artists, and
the latest to be featured at Studio
Connexion in Nakusp is part of that
vibrant tradition. Art photographer
Ursula Abresch is showing at the
gallery July 23-August 11. Her work
has been sold in 122 countries and
is represented by Pacific Art Group
of San Francisco. Her images could
easily be mistaken for paintings, or
painting with light. Her compositions
seem to flow from the frame in an
endless stream of dazzling light and
colour. The exhibition’s opening
night is Friday July 26 from 5 to
8 pm and is the fourth in Studio
Connexion’s Summer Series.
Born in Argentina, Abresch
was raised in Argentina and Chile,
moving to the US to attend university.
She moved permanently to Canada
and eventually chose to settle in
New Denver. According to her
agent Helen Bulwik, Abresch has
had her work featured on cruise
ships, hospitals, office lobbies and
restaurant walls. “So she’s not an
ordinary photographer, let’s put it
that way,” says Bulwik. “She’s a
significant artist. There’s only a few
artists at that level of photography.”
We interviewed Abresch for more
insight on her creativity.
What is your background in
the arts? Did you pursue formal
training or are you self-taught?
My degree is in Education, with
a concentration in Art and History.
As to photography I am mostly
self-taught.
How long have you been a
working artist? When and where
did you start?
I started online around 2005 at
a number of art photography sites
such as 1X, Art Limited and 500PX.
Seven years ago, I was contacted

by Helen Bulwik to be part of the
Pacific Art Group, a group of 17
photographers from around the
world. A selected part of that work
is marketed through the group to
galleries, private collectors, and
online to the home décor market. My
husband Ron and I are now retired,
but I continue to work to produce
imagery for PAG, for exhibitions
such as the upcoming show at Studio
Connexion in Nakusp, and for private
projects such as photographing the
Valley of the Ghosts Music Fest in
Sandon.
What made you decide on
photography as a medium? Given
how much like paintings your work
is, why not just go with paint on
canvas?
I prefer working with the camera.
In painting you have full control over
subject, light, colour; photography
is much more spontaneous. The
photographer has much less control
over subject, light, colour. Often
the photographer has to work
instinctually to capture that one tiny
moment that will not be reproducible
except if captured in a frame. I
like that way of thinking. I like the
movement of photography. I like
the potential of capturing beauty
in a way that no one else can and
yet everyone else can see. Also, in
painting you can take a photograph,
your own or someone else’s, and
make a painting based on it. Try the
reverse: take a painting and make a
photo based on it.
Who are your mentors in the art
of photography? Whose work gives
you inspiration?
As a teenager I was inspired by
the book The Family of Man, based
on the exhibition created by Edward
Steichen for the Museum of Modern
Art. It is simply breathtaking. Much
later on, after I had my first digital

Art photographer Ursula Abresch is showing at Studio Connexion Gallery July 23-August 11.

camera, I found the work and
writings of Freeman Patterson, and
tried to learn as much as I could
from his thinking. Since then, other
photographers I’ve found interesting
and sometimes inspiring are Art
Wolfe, Courtney Milne, Man Ray,
Dorothea Lange, Irving Penn and
Robert Maplethorpe. I have found
a lot of inspiration in painting,
especially the work of Emily Carr,
Lawren Harris, Georgia O’Keefe,

Paul Klee, and others. Around this
area, I love the work of Louise
Ducharme and Nadine Stefan.
What are you seeking to
accomplish with your particular
aesthetic of photography?
I would like the viewer to
experience and remember the beauty
all around us – beauty in colours and
shapes, both natural and humanmade subjects. I would like my
pictures to bring a sense of balance,
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peace and happiness to homes and
public places and to the people in
these places. My method is not a
secret. I use whatever method is
appropriate for the particular image I
have in mind or for whatever concept
I’m working on at the time. Mainly I
use the potential of my camera as my
brush to paint my canvases.
To view some of Abresch’s
stunning images online: https://www.
ursulasphotos.com/f999251384

The outhouse at the Slocan Lake trailhead of the Slocan Valley Rail Trail has been transformed into a work of art, thanks to artist Margee
Bromley. Volunteers Maureen McEwen, Heather Hurst and Helene Dostaler can be seen working on the mural. In total 11 volunteers spent three
days bringing a bit more colour to an already gorgeous rail trail.

COMMUNITY
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Wild Days celebrates five years of family nature programs

submitted
Looking for a fun and
informative activity for you and
your family or visitors this summer?
The Slocan Lake Stewardship
Society’s Wild Days nature tours
are celebrating five years of wildly
successful programming.
“This summer Wild Days will
offer three free family-oriented
nature tours to explore different
habitats within the Slocan Lake
watershed with local naturalists
and scientists on tap to make each
program an interesting journey,”
says Ellen Kinsel, SLSS board
member. “Please note the different
start times for each Wild Day as
stated in the descriptions.”
Up first is Celestial Tour at
Centennial Park in New Denver on
Saturday, July 20 from 8:30 pm to 11
pm at the gazebo. Experts Colleen
O’Hare, Guy Mackie, and Olaf Lutz
of the Royal Astronomical Society
will use their big scopes to take you
on a fascinating tour of the night sky
to observe celestial wonders. Please
bring a lawn chair or blanket for
the introductory presentation. This
event is co-sponsored by the Royal
Astronomical Society of Canada’s
Okanagan Centre.
On Saturday, August 3 take
in Cool Rocks & Fire Smart from
9 am to noon at Bannock Point.
Discover how these cool rock
formations came to be and what
foresters are doing to help our local
forests be healthy while reducing
fire fuels. Leaders for this tour
will be geologist Richard Johnson
and Stephan Martineau, manager
of the Slocan Integral Forestry
Cooperative (SIFCo). Participants

will meet at the Bannock Point
parking lot. From Silverton travel
south three kms, turn right towards
the gravel pit, continue straight
and then veer right to reach the
parking lot. Co-sponsored by Hills
Recreation Society and SIFCo.
The last program of the summer,
Wondrous Watering Hole, happens
on Saturday, August 10 from 8 am
to 11 am. Explore along Bonanza
creek and beach at the head of
Slocan Lake to learn why this area

where the creek meets the lake is
such a popular gathering spot for all
kinds of birds and fish. Leaders for
this tour will be ornithologist Gary
Davidson and fisheries biologist
Michael Zimmer. Meet at the top of
Slocan Lake at the end of Alvarez
Road in Hills. From Hwy 6 take
Bonanza Road towards the lake
and follow Alvarez Road to where
it ends at the beach. There is no
washroom facility at this location
so please come prepared. This event

is co-sponsored by Hills Recreation
Society and Okanagan Nation
Alliance.
Wild Days are free and
registration is not required. Children
under 16 must be accompanied by
an adult. Please note that the first
event Celestial Tour at Centennial
Park is in the evening from 8:30
pm to 11 pm. For all three events,
participants are encouraged to dress
for the weather, wear appropriate
footwear, bring plenty of water and

snacks, and carpool if possible.
Wild Days 2019 is made possible
by Columbia Basin Trust, Regional
District of Central Kootenay Area
H, Recreation Commission #6,
and Hills Recreation Society and
the participating co-sponsors:
Royal Astronomical Society of
Canada, Okanagan Centre, Slocan
Integral Forestry Cooperative, and
Okanagan Nation Alliance. For
further information, please visit
www.slocanlakess.com.

submitted
The Village of Silverton has
received $82,500 from the Province
to assist with FireSmart education,
inter-agency co-operation,
emergency planning, cross-training
and FireSmart activities for private
land.
“The last two summers have
shown the need for better preparation
in advance of wildfire seasons,” said
Doug Donaldson, Minister of Forests,
Lands, Natural Resource Operations
and Rural Development. “To help
keep people and communities as safe
as possible, it’s more important than
ever that we invest in programs that
reduce the risk.”
The BC government has
committed $60 million to the
Community Resiliency Investment
program to help local governments
and First Nations reduce the risk of
wildfire through the promotion and
use of FireSmart principles. The
program, launched in September
2018, replaces the Strategic Wildfire
Prevention Initiative. In this round of
grants, $1.4 million was allocated to

eight local governments: Silverton,
Nelson, Cranbrook, Kimberley,
Elkford, Fernie, the Shuswap
Band and the Regional District of
Kootenay Boundary.
Mitigating wildfire threats is a
shared responsibility of the provincial
government, local governments, First
Nations, industry, stakeholders and
individual British Columbians. The
Community Resiliency Investment
program helps increase community

resiliency by funding activities
that promote FireSmart education,
planning and opportunities for
partnerships through regional
FireSmart committees. A key
component of the program is that it
lets communities apply for funding
to cover up to 100% of a wildfire risk
reduction project.
The Union of BC Municipalities
administers this program and
processes grant applications. Eligible

applicants facing a lower wildfire risk
can apply for up to $25,000, while
applicants facing a demonstrated
higher wildfire risk can now apply
for up to $150,000.
The application deadline for
the next intake is October 18,
2019. Program materials and more
information about how to apply for
one of these grants is available on the
Union of BC Municipalities website
at: www.ubcm.ca/cri

submitted
Meadow Creek will have a
monumental sculpture near Earth
Temple Garden, thanks to the
Columbia Basin Trust’s Public Art
Grant program.
The Lardeau Valley Opportunity
LINKS Society is partnering with
the Koots Artist Collective – Yvonne
Boyd, Christopher Peterson and
Spring Shine from Argenta – to create
the installation. Constructed from a
frame of welded angle iron, covered in
wire and then plastered with concrete,
the finished piece is expected to weigh

between 2,000 and 4,000 pounds. The
monumental sculpture will create a
new focal point for the community and
visitors near one of the community’s
many market gardens.
“We are very excited; this is quite
an opportunity for the community of
Meadow Creek,” says Nichol Ward,
LINKS administrator. “It’s a way to
connect what we think are two very
important parts of our community
and area – our farmers and our
artists. The local food economy
here is burgeoning and we have a
really strong artistic scene. These are
attracting more visitors to our area
and this new sculpture will create
even more interest in our growing

farmers’ market and the other parts
of our community.”
Now in its second of three years,
the program is providing $92,400 in
support of five community projects
that will begin this summer. Along
with Meadow Creek, Cranbrook,
Salmo, Rossland and Nelson will also
add art installations that will expand
the impact of arts and culture in public
spaces.
The final intake of the Public Arts
Grant program will take place in 2020.
The grant funds up to 80% of the cost
of the artwork and installation, to a
maximum of $30,000. Learn more
and see past recipients at ourtrust.
org/publicart.

by Jan McMurray
A Kaslo Business Walk & Talk
was conducted by the Kaslo and
Area Chamber of Commerce in
partnership with the Village of Kaslo
in June.
The idea for the Walk & Talk
came out of the Chamber’s strategic
planning session in April, and was
inspired by similar exercises by the
Nakusp & District Chamber and the
Castlegar Chamber.
“We wanted to get out to our
members and hear what they had to
say,” said Chamber Administrative
Manager John Addison. “What was
really impressive was that councillors
were able to get out on the walks with
Chamber board members. We want a
better relationship with the Village,

so this was a great opportunity to
team up with them.”
Chamber board members,
members of Village council, Village
CAO Ian Dunlop and Addison all
participated in the exercise. Addison
says they visited 24 downtown
businesses and organizations,
whether Chamber members or not.
Addison reports that concerns
included parking, accessible public
washrooms, and housing availability
for summer staff. He said many
business owners also indicated that
they’d like the Village to encourage
growth and expansion. Organizations
were concerned about operational
funding, he said, and they asked
for help with event promotion. A
community calendar was suggested.
“The businesses were happy
to see us, and now we’re hearing
from businesses that they’d like to
meet and chat on a more regular
basis,” said Addison. “This is just
the beginning.”
Addison expected to have a
summary of the results of the Walk
& Talk on the Chamber website by
July 19 at the latest.

Silverton receives grant for FireSmart activities

Public art project underway in Meadow Creek

Kaslo Business Walk &
Talk “just the beginning”

Considering
Community Service?
Consider Nakusp Rotary
Call Mayumi
for Details:
250-265-0002
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Slocan council, July 8: Acknowledgement of traditional territory adopted
by Jan McMurray
• Dave Lampron gave an update
on the Slocan Valley fibre-optic
broadband project. See article, page
3.
• Council adopted an
acknowledgement of traditional
territory: “The Village of Slocan
acknowledges and respects the
indigenous peoples on whose
traditional land and territory we
stand.”
• A letter of support from the
Village will be submitted with a
Rural Dividend grant application to
fund another two years of the Slocan
Valley Economic Development
Partnership Project. In the first
phase of this project, an economic
development plan for the valley
was developed, and an economic
development coordinator (Ron
LeBlanc) was hired to implement
the plan. If the grant application
for phase two is successful, the
three Slocan Valley Villages and

RDCK Area H will be asked for a
contribution of $3,125 each. The
grant application can be for up to
$100,000 to fund 80% of the total
project cost.
• Council received the ‘Overview
of Agriculture in the Slocan Valley’
report, and will write to RDCK Area
H Director Walter Popoff and Slocan
Valley Economic Development
Coordinator Ron LeBlanc to ask if
there is anything Slocan can do to
further support local agriculture.
• A Community Outdoor
Recreation Commission is in the
making. Council approved the terms
of reference for the commission,
and asked staff to put a call out to
the community for membership.
Slocan’s outdoor recreation facilities
include (but are not limited to) the
Slocan beach volleyball court, the
tennis court, the seasonal tennis court
ice rink, and the ball field.
• The Village, in partnership
with WE Graham Community

Service Society, will submit a grant
application to the Clean Energy
Leadership Program for $8,910
to install solar lighting at the
skate park. The total cost of the
project is $27,000. Other funders
include the Village ($3,000), Slocan
Valley Youth Network ($1,090),
WEGCSS ($1,500 in kind), and
CBT (unconfirmed - $12,500). The
lighting would increase the skate
park’s usability and safety.
• Councillor Joel Pelletier
reported that he, Mayor Lunn
and CAO Gordon met with Mark
Brunton of Columbia Basin Trust
regarding the affordable housing
commission’s efforts. Brunton
indicated that the Trust would be
interested in supporting the project
with some funding.
• The Village will provide the
Kootenay Mountaineering Club
with a letter of support for reopening
Enterprise Creek Road, the most
convenient access to Kokanee Glacier

submitted
The Kootenay Savings
Community Foundation has
announced more than $57,000 in
grants as part of the spring/summer
granting cycle. Among the recipients
are the Slocan Lake Arts Council,
and four organizations from Kaslo
and area.
The Slocan Lake Arts Council
will receive $2,015 for fireproof
curtains at the Silverton Gallery.
For over 35 years, the Silverton
Gallery has served the community
by providing a venue in which a
great diversity of artistic and cultural
activities have taken place. Due to fire
safety concerns, the Silverton Gallery
closed for refurbishment five years

ago but happily reopened last year.
The Friends of Lardeau
River will receive $600 for a
water monitoring project. The twoyear program will establish water
monitoring stations at Mobbs Creek,
Poplar Creek and Lardeau River.
The Kaslo Senior Citizens
Association will receive $1,000
for the Kaslo & Area D Seniors’
Fall Dinner, which will take place
Saturday, September 21 at the Kaslo
Legion Hall.
The Kootenay Lake
Independent School Society will
expand its cubby room with a $4,000
grant from the foundation. The
existing cubby room will be torn
down, and a new, larger one will be

built with brand new cubbies for the
children so they each have their own
space to store backpacks, shoes, boots
and winter outerwear.
The Parent & Child Time
Program of North Kootenay Lake
Community Services will benefit from
$2,500 to ensure the continuation of
this drop-in program targeting parents
and their children aged 0 to 6. The
program includes gym time, free-play,
circle time, storytelling, crafts and
activities. A healthy meal is provided,
along with access to supplies from the
baby cupboard and food cupboard,
and assistance navigating services for
early development needs of children.
The three-hour program runs three
times a week in Kaslo.

Kootenay Savings Community Foundation grants announced

Provincial Park for Slocan Valley
residents. It was closed 10 years ago,
following a slide. The club has been
lobbying for the reopening of the road
for several years, and reports that the
slide has been cleared, the slope has
stabilized and the road is drivable.
Councillor Perriere reminded that
council members had met with the
minister a couple of years ago to
request that the road be reopened.
Council will request a meeting with
the Kootenay Mountaineering Club
to find out more about the club’s
initiatives.
• Councillors Madeleine
Perriere and Burly Van Bynen were
authorized to attend the Union
of BC Municipalities convention
in Vancouver September 23-27,
with expenses of approximately
$3,000 each paid by the Village.
Mayor Lunn will attend, with her
expenses covered by the RDCK.
The Slocan representatives will join
representatives of the other Slocan
Valley local governments to meet with
the Minister of Agriculture regarding
a recent report on agriculture in
the Slocan Valley, the Minister of
Health regarding health care in the
valley, and MLA Katrine Conroy.
The Slocan representatives, on their
own, will meet with the Minister
of Municipal Affairs and Housing
regarding the housing project,
and with the premier regarding
the Community in Transition and
microhydro projects.
• CAO Gordon gave an update
on the water treatment plant repairs.
Public works was halfway through
cleaning out the membranes – a
formidable job, as there are 15,000
membranes in each of the 28 casings.
The membranes would then be
flushed. The Village will provide
notice when residents are able to
return to the regular summer watering
schedule: 7-9 am and 7-9 pm daily.
• Council received an update
from the Arrow Slocan Tourism

Association, which is just getting up
and running. The AGM was held in
April, and there have been two board
meetings and a board orientation
session since.

Kaslo Window and
Gutter Cleaning
is now accepting
new clients!
Professional services.
9 years experience.
Over 250 happy clients.
Schedule a window or
gutter cleaning by email:
KasloWG@gmail.com
or phone: 250 353 3291

Our valley’s green
grocer since 1990

• Fresh
• Organic
• Wholesome
1290 Hwy #6
Crescent Valley
250-359-7323
– Open daily –

(Closed Christmas & New Year’s day)

Executive Director for Hospice
Society of North Kootenay Lake
Seeking a compassionate and dynamic Executive Director to
work with volunteers, clients, families and our society board
on issues of life-limiting illness, end-of-life care, death, and
grief.

Representatives of all the Kaslo and area groups that received Kootenay Savings Community Foundation grants in the spring/summer round
gather at the KSCU in Kaslo.

Kaslo Senior Citizens’ Association – Branch #81
submitted
Kaslo Senior Citizens’
Association – Branch #81 recently
received a LifePak 1000 Defibrillator,
due to a donation from the board and
members of the Victorian Hospital of
Kaslo Auxiliary Society (VHKAS).
Branch #81 is one of many
causes and community groups that
VHKAS has supported over the
past six years. The list of those who
have benefited from their fundraising

efforts includes youth, health,
community services, emergency
response, search and rescue, fire,
ambulance, Trail Blazers, the library,
Langham, various programs at JVH
School and more.
Many dedicated volunteer hours
at the little Kaslo Thrift Shop, which
is run by the Hospital Auxiliary,
made this gift possible. When you
consider how many 50¢ items must
be sold to raise the funds needed to

buy this expensive, life-saving piece
of equipment it seems an impossible
task.
With so much giving on the part
of the VHKAS volunteers, what can
you do to support their work? The
answer is two-fold: volunteer and
donate. And remember to drop by
and thank those great people who
work in the Thrift Shop and let them
know how much you appreciate
them.

Desired skills:
• Excellent communication and active listening skills
• Good computer skills including proficiency in MS Word
and Excel
• Proven track record of organisational and delegation skills
• Group facilitation and public speaking experience
• Grant writing competence
• Experience with non-profits and end of life care
This is a 18 hr per week part-time position @$25.00 per
hour. Begins October 1st, 2019, with one month training
with current executive director.
Respond with cover letter, resume and
3 references by email to:
hiringcommittee@hsnkl.org
This position is open until filled.
See web site for full job description
and to learn more about this much
appreciated society. www.hsnkl.org
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Billy Clark cabin centennial celebration held in Meadow Creek
by Karen Newmoon
A very successful, fun
and educational celebration of
Billy Clark cabin’s centennial
year was held on June 30
in Meadow Creek. About
300 people attended the
event, hosted by the Lardeau
Valley Historical Society
and organized by Breanne
McGeorge.
The cabin was open for
viewing, and there was a
display by the historical society
and a forge demonstration by
Jim Mainland. There were
vendors’ booths, a kids’ zone,
free food and music.
Everyone wanted to try
out the crank telephones that
were donated to LVHS by the
late Betty Tillotson of Argenta
and restored by Ray Valentine.
He installed one in the cabin
and one in the museum, so
people could crank the phone
in one building and hear it
ring in the other. Technology
has certainly changed in 100
years!
Music for the event was
organized by Nancy Ryde of
croissant fame, and included
Eric Moon and the Moon
Family Band, Nancy Moon
Loops on keyboards, an oldtime dance band called the
Ragtime Trio that played
the Virginia Reel – called
by Kati McGeorge while six
stalwart couples danced in
the blazing sun – and an oldtimers band to finish up the
day. The barbecue was ably
staffed by Ben McGeorge
and there were 240 cupcakes
made by Kati McGeorge and
decorated with pretzel log
cabins on top.
Peter Jonker, president of
the Lardeau Valley Historical
Society, shared the history
of the cabin and the story
of the restoration process

with the Valley Voice. Billy
Clark built his cabin on the
shore of Duncan Lake in
1919 and lived in it until the
land was expropriated in 1966
by BC Hydro because of the
construction of the Duncan
dam and the imminent
flooding of the Duncan
reservoir. Billy was legendary
in the Lardeau Valley; he
was considered to be a very
nice man, intelligent and
resourceful. He had planned
to live in his cabin for the rest
of his life. The day before
BC Hydro was planning to
burn the cabin, C.R. Waldie,
who was superintendent of
Kootenay Forest Products
Logging Division at the time,
bought it for one dollar. It was
moved to the Lardeau Valley
Community Hall property
and sat for several years in
the meadow behind where the
museum is now. In the ’70s,
when the community decided
to create a ski hill at the clay
pits, the area where BC Hydro
had removed clay for dam fill
when they were building the
Duncan dam, the cabin was
moved again to be used as a
warm-up cabin for skiers. The
ski hill never happened, due to
issues with liability insurance,
so the cabin was moved back
to the museum property. This
cabin gets around.
In 2016, the Columbia
Basin Trust did an inventory
of heritage structures and
started a three-year Built
Heritage grant program in
2017. The Lardeau Valley
Historical Society applied,
and three-phase funding for
the cabin was approved. First,
a concrete pad was poured
and the cabin was moved
to the pad. Two consultants
from Vancouver looked at
the cabin and developed the

restoration plan, and finally the
restoration work on the cabin
got underway by Christopher
Petersen of Argenta.
Meanwhile, people have
come forward with items to
donate: a 22-calibre pistol and
some old photographs were
donated by Dr. John Walton,
a friend of Billy Clark. Ollie
Welsch at the Silver Mountain
Ranch near Gold Hill up the
Lardeau Valley had eight
jigs that Billy Clark had
used to make frames for his
snowshoes. At one time, Billy
Clark was the only snowshoe
maker in British Columbia
and was making 175 pairs of
snowshoes per year, by hand.
Two of these jigs were in
perfect condition. Also, at the
event on June 30, Terry and
Michele Halleran presented
the LVHS with a tobacco
can containing teabags that
originally came from a shelf
in Billy Clark’s cabin. LVHS
will still gratefully accept any

period pieces if people would
like to donate them.
Jonker joined the LVHS
board eight years ago and
has been president for five
years. He says the board has
been developing a long-term
plan, with a view to creating
a heritage park. About five
years ago, a consultant made
suggestions on how to make
the museum more inviting.
Artifacts on display are
triggers for stories; it is the
stories that hold people’s
interest. The museum is now
set up as a chronological
walk-through, and includes
a section on the Indigenous
peoples of the area as well as a
farming section. LVHS is also
developing outdoor exhibits
and messaging so people
can visit when the museum
building is not open; one
such display is a Ford Model
A truck, which still runs. The
museum is open on weekends
in the summer.

Billy Clark cabin’s 100th birthday was celebrated June 30 in Meadow Creek. The
cabin is being restored by local craftsman Chris Petersen.

Avalanche Canada gets
$25 million

250-265-0015

Over 5000 artifacts to enjoy. Relive the
sternwheeler era and our colourful past.
See evidence of the Sinixt people, the first
inhabitants to our area.
Open 10 am to 4 pm from Victoria Day weekend
in May until Labour Day weekend in September.
Shorter hours until the end of October as
demand indicates.
Group tours available by request.
Admission By Donation.

submitted
Kootenay-Columbia MP
Wayne Stetski is celebrating
a one-time endowment of $25
million in federal funding to
Avalanche Canada.
This critical funding will
allow Avalanche Canada to
expand the size and scope of its
safety program to new areas,
including Northern BC, parts
of Quebec, Newfoundland and
Labrador, and the Yukon. This
investment will also support
augmenting public awareness
activities, as well as materials
for youth and newcomers,
who may be unprepared or
unfamiliar with Canada’s
winters.
“I have been a supporter of
the important work they do to
keep us safe in the backcountry

since 2002, when the Kokanee
Glacier Alpine Campaign
raised money in support of
a regular public avalanche
forecast program for this
province,” Stetski said. “This
federal funding will mean
Avalanche Canada can focus
on expanding their service to
Canadians … and this is a good
example of what can happen
when all parties work together
to make a better Canada.”
Avalanche Canada is a
non-profit organization based
in Revelstoke, dedicated
to improving avalanche
awareness and safety. It
provides avalanche forecasts,
develops and delivers training
and education programs, and
supports research on avalanche
safety.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza.
250-353-2282.
KASLO HOUSING SOCIETY Housing
Coordinator, assisting residents of Kaslo
and Area D with affordable housing.
Office hours: Tuesday 1-3, Wednesday &
Thursday 9-12 or by appointment. #23 The
Langham, Kaslo. 250-353-8363. Funding

GARDENING

for this position thanks to CBT and RDCK/
Kaslo EDC.
FOR FRESH FRUIT and vegetables
from Cawston, visit Anthony in Silverton
on Fridays (9-4) and the Kaslo Market on
Saturdays till early/ late fall.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

THE VALLEY VOICE owners are
thinking about succession planning! We
invite community members interested in
the newspaper business (or learning about
the newspaper business) to contact us by
email: valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca. Serious
inquiries only, please.
WORK YOUR DREAM JOB and be
your own boss with help from the Self
Employment program at Community
Futures! Through this program you will

ACCOMMODATIONS

Grow Your Own
Indoor & Outdoor Garden
Supplies, Knowledgeable Staff,
Regular Hours
Mon – Sat 9 am - 5 pm

RECYCLING
Smokey Creek Salvage

FREE DROP OFF
of most appliances, all metals,
power tools, lawn mowers, etc.

250-359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539

CLASSIFIED ADS

receive business plan instruction and
ongoing business training and coaching
while you start your business. And if
you’re eligible you will usually also receive
financial support for the first year. To learn
more call 265-3674 ext. 201 or email
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.
THINKING OF STARTING, buying
or expanding your own business? If so,
Community Futures offers business loans,
counseling & training; and delivers the
Self Employment program in the Arrow
& Slocan Lakes area. For more info leave
a message at 265-3674 ext. 201 or email
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

CARD OF THANKS

We want to express our sincerest
appreciation and gratitude for the team
of volunteers who came by boat to rescue
Holly off the bank of the Slocan Lake on
Saturday, June 29 after she had fallen hiking
and was injured. We were impressed by the
warmth, friendliness, and excellent care by
Leonard Casley, his daughter, Mercedes,
and the crew, who took time, on their
holiday weekend, to help us.
We’d also like to acknowledge the first
responders, the team on New Denver’s

Your ad
could be
here for
only $19.50
+ GST

lake front who received Holly, and the
emergency staff at the New Denver
Hospital, Dr. Burkholder and Andi (nurse),
for their excellent service and care.
Again thank you Slocan Valley folks!
-Holly and Radha
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lawn chairs. Info: Susan Harder at (250) 2267144. Thanks to Columbia Basin Trust and
Slocan Valley Legacy Fund. All welcome!

COMING EVENTS

THE FRIDAY MARKET in New Denver
happens downtown every Friday, 10 am to 2 pm,
June thru September. For 25 years this beloved
little market has been bringing you fresh local
produce, artisan wares and vibrant Kootenay
culture. We thank you for your support.
IT IS COMING FAST – Are you ready?
iDIDaRide & Run XC mountain bike and
trail running event takes place in Kaslo,
Sat Aug 10. Register online at iDIDaRidekaslo.ca up until Wed Aug 7. Walk up
registration & package pick-up Fri Aug 9 at
Logger Sports Grounds, Kaslo 5;30-8 pm.
Questions call 250-354-3591.
YES, IT’S 20 YEARS! The Slocan Valley
Seniors’ Housing Society is celebrating
Passmore Lodge’s 20th Anniversary on
Saturday, July 27 with an Open House 2-4
pm at 3650 Passmore Old Road, Passmore.
Food, friends, tours, short speeches, and
music with ‘The Claybrick Boys.’ Bring

Bikes, Skis,
Snowshoes

AT THE HIDDEN GARDEN GALLERY
– Breath of the Ancients: Local mixed media
artist Melanie Dawn’s zen exhibit is inspired
by ancient forests and whispering woods. Her
show is featured July 23-28, 10AM-3PM.
Reception on July 25, 7-9PM, with music
by Garbanzo.
Beyond Appearance – A photographic
journey into the abstract: Lon- term resident
Patrizia Menton’s exhibit plays with form,
colour and light, challenging preconceptions
one may have on what we see. Her show
runs July 30-Aug 4, 10AM-3PM. Reception
on July 31, 7-9PM, with music by Anna B
and Andy Tabb.
The Hidden Garden Gallery is located at
112 Slocan Ave, New Denver, behind Sweet
Dreams Guesthouse. The gallery is open
10AM-3PM, Tues-Sun. For more information
please visit hiddengardengallery.ca.

• BICYCLE

Sales and
Maintenance
Call Shon
250-265-3332
shonsbs@gmail.com

WE DO OIL CHANGES – We stock oil & filters
for most common vehicles! • NEW TIRE
SALES – Installs, Repairs & Changeovers •
GENERAL MAINTENANCE & REPAIR

STEEL TOE JOE’S
Automotive Repair
Joe Shaw

Owner & Journeyman Technician
3804 Pine Rd. Krestova, BC

Alongside Mountainberry

778.454.0180

CLEANING

250-358-7199

3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

stjautomotive@gmail.com

PHOTOGRAPHY
Open 1 pm to 4:30 pm Tues. to Sat.

TUES

Hand & Soul
Wellness Centre

202 Lake Avenue, Silverton

CHIROPRACTOR: Dr. Larry Zaleski

Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care
Silverton: Mondays & Friday afternoon – Winlaw & Nakusp on Alternating Wednesdays (plus every 4th Thursday
afternoon in Winlaw)

COUNSELLOR: Sue Mistretta, M.A.

19 years experience helping clients working with anxiety,
depression, grief, self esteem, health crisis, life transitions
or simply are feeling stuck or uninspired.

Offices in Silverton & Winlaw

Call 250-358-2177 for appointments
Visit www.handandsoul.ca

Support the Valley
Voice with a voluntary
subscription
Only $10-$30

Send Cheque or Money Order to: Valley Voice, Box 70,
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

DAWN DEVLIN

Advanced Ortho-Bionomy Practioner
& Certified Reflexologist

20+ years experience
For Appointment in Nakusp call:
Phone: 250-265-1796 • www.dawndevlin.ca

Dr. Michael Brennan • Chiropractor
Over 10 years experience
Appointments can be scheduled by contacting
his Nelson office at 250-352-5135

Dr. Brennan comes to New Denver and Nakusp every week:
Slocan Community Health Centre on Tuesday Afternoons;
Arrow Lakes Hospital on Wednesday.
Offering Chiropractic, Concussion Management, Cold Laser Therapy,
Custom Orthotics, Auto Injury Care and many more services.

www.activebalancechiro.ca
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NEW DENVER & AREA HOUSING
SOCIETY inaugural AGM will be held
on Wed., Aug. 7 at Knox Hall, 7 pm.
Come and hear about our progress on an
affordable housing project in New Denver.
All welcome. Refreshments.
SQUARE DANCING! 5 piece band
‘Eldorado Hoedown’ and live caller. July
27, 6:30-9 pm at the Bosun Hall in New
Denver. Beginners are welcome. Call 3587158 for information.

FOR RENT

ONE BDR COZY CABIN. Red Mountain Rd,
Silverton. Ideal for one person/ couple. Wood
stove/ electric heat. NS/ No Pets. References
required. $560 (includes internet) + util.
Available 9/15. Contact: Collene 250-358-2652.

FOR SALE

$149,000 plus taxes. Contact George @ 250355-2473 or email mgperriere@telus.net
15” VW ALLOY WHEELS with tires
- $200; Jetta alloy wheels with Michelin
Defender summer tires 195/65/ R15. Plenty
of tread left. 250-254-3354 (New Denver).

HEALTH

YOGA IN SILVERTON – THE
INWARD JOURNEY: Monday and
Thursday mornings 9-10 am. Honour your
body by reducing stress, building strength,
flexibility and balance. Upper story of the
fire hall in Silverton. Only 5 minutes from
New Denver. Open to all levels. Come
and share mindfulness and the exultation
of inner flow.

HELP WANTED

GALENA CONTRACTORS LTD. is
seeking a full-time heavy-duty mechanic.
Qualifications: Red Seal Heavy-Duty
Mechanic, Valid Driver’s License, 5 years
experience and welding an asset. E-mail
resume to shop@galenacontractors.com

AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING
CONTAINERS 20 ft. and 40 ft. sizes.
Kootenay Containers Sales & Rentals,
Castlegar. 250-365-3014.
WATKINS PRODUCTS, HAND
CRAFTS – Bertha Williams, #11 – 217
Zacks Rd. 250-265-9080.
BRAND NEW 2019 MODULAR HOME.
1216 sq feet. 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms.
Build to code 277. Available immediately.

SINGING HU EACH DAY can lead to a
deeper understanding of yourself and why
things happen the way they do in your life.
It opens your awareness to new viewpoints

HOURS
9 AM - 9 PM

Your ad could
be hereOpenfor
only
Thurs - Sun
$11.00 + GST

NOTICES

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

CLASSIFIED ADS

and attitudes. Anyone can work with the HU
regardless of age, background, or religion.
http://eckankarblog.org/sound-of-soul
Eckankar, The Path of Spiritual Freedom.
ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS
a problem in your life? AA, NA and ALANON (family) meetings can help. For
information on AA: in New Denver, 250358-7158; Nakusp, 265-4216; Kaslo, 3539617; Heart of the Slocan Valley, 551-4104;
Playmor Junction, 226-7252. For NA: New
Denver, 358-7265. For AL-ANON (family):
New Denver, 250-551-6540. Please, if you
can’t get through, try another number.
CARPENTER CREEK LAST
WISHES SOCIETY provides
information on preplanning for death
and advice for alternative funeral
arrangements. Ph: 250-777-1974. www.
carpentercreeklastwishessociety.ca
NELSON & AREA ELDER ABUSE
PREVENTION Resource Centre: 250-3526008 NelsonElderAbusePrevention@gmail.
com/ www.nelsonelderabuseprevention.ca.
Drop-in Wednesdays 12-2 pm, 719 Vernon
Street, Nelson. Nelson and District Seniors
Coordinating Society.

PETS

PROUD OF MY DOG: Group classes,
free on-line training. SPCA AnimalKind
accredited. Learn more at www.
proudofmydog.ca

REAL ESTATE

SMALL HOUSE IN NAKUSP, BC, 700
sq. ft. on .37 acre, quiet cul-de-sac. Shed and
garden tools included. $172,500. By appt.
only. 250-517-8797.

Next Valley Voice
Deadline:
July 26,
2019

Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

BIG DOG MUSIC
421 6th Ave, New Denver
250-307-0163

Bill Lander
REALTOR®
250-551-5652
bill@billlander.ca

Serving the Slocan Valley
for the 14th year.
Offices in Nakusp, Nelson
& Kaslo

518 6th Ave • New Denver

DI’S ESTHETICS

Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area.
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm

Certified by the Province of BC to test drinking water

Gaia Tree Whole Foods

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

Community Market

• All Organic Produce
• All Organic Grains

9-6:30 Mon-Sat
Sunday 10-4

CAFÉ & CRAFTS

119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0

250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290
email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca

Community Discount Day:
Last Friday of the month

Call 250-358-7218 for details

Chartered Professional Accountant

New Market Foods

– Bulk Ordering –

17

Business Classifieds start at $10.00

H. A. Benson Inc.

• Guitars and Accessories • Musical
Instruments • Vintage Vinyl Records • New
Vinyl Records • Stereo Equipment - Turntables
7 A.M. - 3 P.M.
11 A.M. - 3 P.M.

HAVE YOU OR SOMEONE YOU
KNOW been sexually assaulted and want
help? Call the Interior Crisis Line 24/7 at
1-888-353-CARE to discuss your options or
go directly to Arrow Lakes Hospital or your
local emergency room for confidential care.

AGRICULTURE

– FULL SERVICE SALON –
Lash Extensions - $90 - Introductory price
manicures • pedicures • waxing & more
Lash lift & tint - $55

WINLAW • 250-226-7318

Your ad could
be here for only
$11.00 + GST

GIFTS

Downtown Winlaw • 250-226-7255

slocan city
trading

Summer Hours

Open Monday – Saturday
10:30 am - 4:30 pm
Open Sunday, 11 am - 3 pm
Main Street, New Denver

250-358-2178

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30

Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

buy • sell • trade
guitars • cars • art • antiques
• musical instruments
250-355-2299
9 to 5
Repair and refinish guitars,
Kaslofurniture
Clothes etc.
Hanger
We buy guitars

Support the Valley Voice with
a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30
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REAL ESTATE

PRIME COMMERCIAL BUILDING in
Nakusp with approved cannabis dispensary
zoning. $185,000. Listed KellyRoberts@
royallepage.ca.
ONE-BEDROOM 400 SQ FT HOME
in the Orchard, New Denver. Interior
completely gutted and rebuilt; still working
on exterior. Offering it locally first. Full
price $149,000 BUT discount for anyone
who guarantees they will live in it or rent
it full-time. 358-2119 (afternoons/evenings
only) or kaytrin@netidea.com.

SERVICES

BLAZE KING/VALLEY COMFORT
Wood, Electric & Oil specialist: sales,
installations, service, inspection &
consultations. Duct cleaning &
sanitizing; Ductwork, Chimneys, Oil
tank removals, BC ventilation solutions
& HRV design and installations. K.F.
Kootenay Furnace Ltd.

AVIS
EXCAVATING

Serving the Slocan Valley
• Excavation • Ditching
• Water lines
• Land improvement
• Wildfire Mitigation on
private land
250-226-7849
250-505-9207

WANTED

COMMUNITY/CLASSIFIEDS

The Valley Voice July 18, 2019

LOOKING FOR 1950s short DIVCO milk
truck. 587-803-5142 or blue5777777@
hotmail.com.

YARD SALE

YARD SALE AT MARTHA AND
SANDY’S, 914 Josephine, New Denver.
Saturday, July 20, 9:00 am to noon. Lots of
art work, sporting goods, books etc. Around
back, don’t miss it!
THIRD ANNUAL YARD SALE at 562
Crescent Bay Rd, Nakusp. Many things for
guys as well as household items and more.
Sat. July 20, at 10 until closing??? Ph. 778206-0050 with questions.

Support the
Valley Voice
with a voluntary
subscription

Only $10-$30
Send Cheque or Money
Order to: Valley Voice,
Box 70,
New Denver, BC
V0G 1S0

The new West Kootenay Extinction Rebellion group had its first public action at Canada Day in Nelson’s Lakeside Park. Wearing blue and green
T-shirts, the crew of about 20 ‘flocked’ through the crowd, symbolizing the life force of the water and the trees we all depend on. The gentle action
and reminder that we are in a climate emergency went over well with folks celebrating Canada Day, the group says. The group holds peoples’
assemblies every Saturday at 10 am in Lakeside Park to discuss the crisis and plan local strategies. Extinction Rebellion is a large-scale directaction group that has shut down some of central London with large protests.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN

HARDWOOD FLOORS
WHOLESALE
• Registered Septic System
designer and installer •
• Ready Mix Concrete •
• Lock Blocks • Drain Rock •
• Road Crush • Sand & Gravel •
• Dump Trucks • Excavator •
• Crusher • Coloured Concrete •
• Site Preparation •
Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
Ph. 265-4615 • vieirac@telus.net

Safety, Service, Satisfaction
Installation and maintenance

jim@jemsgas.com
MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter
TimberFrame Homes
Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall
Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding
Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales
dave@maddentimber.com

250 265 1807

Crescent Bay
Construction Ltd.

HALL LUMBER
& BUILDING SUPPLIES
Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat
10 am to 5 pm
PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd.
Edgewood, BC

K&A

250-358-7721

CONSTRUCTION
FOUNDATIONS • ROOFING • RENOVATIONS

Specializing in Timber Framing
Cell: 250-265-8503 Home: 250-265-2278

(250) 551-TIME (8463)

www.manciaconstruction.ca

CREATIVE MASONRY SOLUTIONS
FOR YOUR HOME AND BUSINESS

Patrick Baird

250-354-8562

elementconcrete.ca

Leaf Cabinetry

T: (250) 551-7127
E: joszef@airpost.net

mobile

• BONDED Journeyman carpenter
• HPO Licenced Builder #42639

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

Tim Reilly

1730 Hwy 3, Selkirk Spring Building
dan@canadiangardensupply.com

Alex Joseph

• Power Trowel • Concrete Finishing
• Concrete Stamping and Acid
Staining • Forming • Tile Setting
• Cultured & Natural Stone Installation

Suite 3, 622 Front St
Nelson, BC Vll 4B7
C: (250)551-6584
Licensed Residential Builder & General Contractor
Design • Project Management • Building Services
www.trctimberworks.com

Castlegar
250-304-2911

Electrical Contracting Ltd

Darrell A. Olsen

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431
• Email cresbay@telus.net

Indoor Garden
Supplies

Wired by Alex

Kent & Arlene Yardcare Services
Housewatch • Free Estimates
358-2508 • 358-7785 • 505-8210
wyofonoff1@yahoo.ca

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Tyler Paynton • 250.777.3654 • silverridgeearthsnow@hotmail.com

SOLID 3 ¼ x ¾ OR ENGINEERED. 6 PLY. TOP
WEAR 2 mm-5” WIDE PREFINISHED ALUMINUM OXIDE, SMOOTH OR BRUSHED. $4.59
SF PLT. AVAILABLE IN 6”-7 ½” – 8 ¾” WIDE.
INFLOOR HEAT COMPATIBLE. 25 YEARS
GUARANTEE. AND MUCH MORE.
AT JUAN’S 1503 HWY 3A
THRUMS (CASTLEGAR) BC
250-304-7466 • 250-399-6377
Mon-Sat 8:30 am - 5 pm

Residential & commercial
cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC

250.226.7441

www.leafcabinetry.com

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Box 595 Nakusp, BC
VOG 1R0		

Cell: 250-265-1342
Phone:250-265-4621

Jim Pownall
& Co.

LOG & TIMBER
FRAME HOMES
Crane Service

New Denver • BC
250-358-2566
jpownall@telus.net
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RDCK to review procedures for regional facilities
submitted
Pushback from members of
the public against the speaker
headlining the recent Mighty Men’s
Conference has led the Regional
District of Central Kootenay
(RDCK) to review its procedures
for the booking and use of regional
facilities for events. The event at
the Pass Creek Exhibition Grounds
featured a South African evangelist

who is anti-LGBT and believes
women should be submissive
and obedient to their husbands.
The RDCK owns the land, which
is managed by the Pass Creek
Regional Exhibition Society.
“For large events … the RDCK
takes the lead on coordinating the
booking process to make sure the
proper event planning, insurance and
licenses are in place, and to accept

the damage deposit and booking
fee,” said CAO Stuart Horn.
Organizations who wish to use
the space for these types of larger,
more complex events must sign
a facility use agreement with the
RDCK. The agreement requires
the event organizers to abide by
BC’s laws including laws regarding
discrimination and human rights.
“Our responsibility is to ensure

the opportunity is open and the
process is fair to all organizations
who wish to use the space,” Horn
said. “While it is not our role to
anticipate or investigate the subject
matter of these events, we are aware
of the community’s concerns about
the featured speaker at this particular
event. We will review our existing
agreement and process, and ensure
that the expectations we set for event

organizers are clear.”
For these types of large events,
the Pass Creek Regional Exhibition
Society is not involved in the booking
process and does not decide who
may use the property. Any concerns
about the subject matter of the event
should be directed to the organizers
of the event, and concerns about the
use of regional facilities should be
directed to the RDCK.

submitted
Two free music events for
everyone, especially seniors, will
take place in Kaslo on July 26 and
August 23, both days at 3:30 pm.
Songs for Seniors, in the courtyard
of the Kemball Building, will feature
The Silver-Tongued Darlings, an
eclectic acoustic folk band on July
26, and the Rob Funk Trio performing
popular favourites on August 23.

Live music in the park is one
of the best things about summer.
And yet, as people get older, the
crowds, the expense, volume levels
and tripping hazards all make the
thought of attending a summer
concert in the park most unappealing.
Which is too bad, because research
into aging has found that listening
to music promotes positive overall
health, helps one to have a happier

outlook on life, and even improves
memory. Not to mention the sense
of connection all humans have when
they experience listening to music
together as a group, especially out
amongst the fresh air, the flowers
and the trees!
“We wanted there to be live
music in the park that people of all
ages could access and enjoy, so we
teamed up with Cycling Without Age

and put this little mini-concert series
together,” explained Nancy Liknes,
the coordinator for this project. “We
really hope that seniors will know
that they are so welcome and every
effort will be made to ensure that
they are comfortable. The show will
be shorter and the volume will be
lower.”
Cycling Without Age will be
offering free trishaw rides. The

electric assist tricycle will be in town
for these days only to offer folks with
restricted mobility the chance to feel
the wind on their faces behind the
wheel of a bicycle.
The organizers want to be sure to
invite everyone out to enjoy Songs
for Seniors, an accessible and free
community event (made possible
with funding from Columbia Basin
Trust).

submitted
The 2019 Hidden Garden Gallery
season in well underway, much to
the delight of area residents and
visitors. Showcasing a wide array
of talented artists, each exhibit has
a reception evening, featuring wellloved musicians.
The gallery’s doors swing
wide, courting artistic diversity and
creativity galore. Currently, multi-

media artist Sherry Heyliger’s show
All that Glitters … Nature Meets
Culture runs until July 21. Her lofty
goal was to create art that could leave
the viewer breathless and excited.
Further treats await as upcoming
shows of local artists Melanie Dawn
and Patrizia Menton are around the
corner.
Melanie Dawn’s exhibit, Breath
of the Ancients, runs July 23-28.

Weaving together sculpture, painting,
textiles and encaustic wax, she draws
inspiration from her surroundings in
nature. Growing up in the wilds of the
Alberta prairies, playing amongst the
stones of a forgotten buffalo jump,
her spirit is most at home creating
organic pieces that reflect her roots
and respect for those who have come
before her. Reception on July 25, 7-9
pm, with music by Garbanzo.

Patrizia Menton’s Beyond
Appearance – A photographic
journey into the abstract is equally
enticing. Running July 30-August 4,
her show presents a series of images
more abstract in nature, inviting a
personal and creative interpretation
of reality as seen through the lens.
This exhibit brings into focus the
less obvious and often whimsical
details mostly lost, yet found in the

larger picture. Reception on July 31,
7-9 pm, with music by Anna B and
Andy Tabb.
The spacious, welcoming Hidden
Garden Gallery is located at 112
Slocan Ave, across from the village
office. Any and all donations to
assist with the ongoing work of
the gallery are greatly appreciated.
For more information please visit
hiddengardengallery.ca.

submitted
Kootenay Lake School District
8 has announced Jann Schmidt has
been selected as the District Principal
of International Education.
Schmidt has been an educator
for 26 years. With a BEd from the
University of Calgary, and MA from
Gonzaga University in Teacher
Leadership in Administration, she
is passionate about creating positive
opportunities for every student in
her care.
Schmidt understands the unique
requirements for supporting students
with diverse needs. Throughout her
career she has worked closely with
gifted students, English language
learners and created individual
education plans for special needs
students.

As an administrator, Schmidt
has experience leading change and
learning in both elementary and
secondary school environments.
She ensured learning success and
educational programs for new

immigrant and international students
as a principal in Vancouver before
coming to the Kootenays.
While meeting the Ministry
of Education requirements is an
essential part of her job, she has

also learned the importance of
creating intercultural experiences
in developing global citizens, and
she recognizes the gift international
students bring in developing cultural
appreciation.
In addition to her classroom and

administration experience, Schmidt
has training in ELL and holds a
TESLA certificate which will help her
provide positive opportunities for all
Kootenay Lake international students
to help make the best experience
possible for them during their stay.

submitted
The Slocan Narrows
Archaeological Project will host
an open house for the biennial field
school at the ancient village site
near Lemon Creek in the Slocan
Valley. The event is free and open
to the public and all ages and
interest levels are welcomed. The
archaeological research project,
ongoing for almost two decades,
has provided substantial information
about indigenous lifeways in the
Upper Columbia River area during
the last 3,000 years.
This year, the open house will be
at Mickey McEwen Memorial Hall
in Nelson on Wednesday, July 24

beginning at 6 pm. The evening will
include an Indigenous greeting, a
lecture on the archaeological research
being conducted at the Slocan

Two free live music events in Kaslo for seniors, July 26 & August 23

Hidden Garden Gallery exudes diversity

SD8 announces new District Principal of International Education

Explore the Authentic History
of Sandon at the Sandon
Historical Society Museum

Kootenay Lake School District 8 has selected Jann Schmidt as the District Principal of International Education.

Open house for Slocan archaeology project

Narrows site, and the premiere of the
short film Archaeology at the River
Narrows: Indigenous Occupation of
the Slocan Valley.

IN THE
BRICK
BUILDING
Sandon, BC

Open 7 Days a week!
10 am - 5 pm
There’s lots of parking near the outhouse.
Disabled visitors are encouraged to park
in front of the museum and to use the
wheelchair-accessible boardwalk.
The Slocan Narrows Archaeological Project will host an open house for the biennial field school
at the ancient village site near Lemon Creek.

THIS MESSAGE IS BEING RUN IN SUPPORT OF THE SANDON HISTORICAL SOCIETY AS A
PUBLIC SERVICE BY THE VALLEY VOICE.

20

COMMUNITY

The Valley Voice July 18, 2019

25 years of the New Denver Friday Market
by Art Joyce
This year is the 25th anniversary
of the New Denver Friday Market, a
pioneering farmers’ market that has
become the inspiration for similar
markets across the Kootenays. As is
often the case, it took a core group of
dedicated people to hang in there long
enough to make it a success. For all but
the past three years, Morgen Bardati
has been manager and synonymous
with the Friday Market. Her brilliant
smile has helped create its welcoming
atmosphere, and her fabric art is well
known and admired.
“People really love the New Denver
Friday Market and the vendors like
it too,” says current manager Paula
Shandro. “You get to feel a part of
your larger community. And you can
be exposed to really one-of-a-kind
craftspeople. It’s small scale, but small
is beautiful.”
The New Denver Friday Market
did indeed start small in 1994 with just
a handful of vendors using tiny Greer
Park at the foot of the main street.
Rosalie Bird was among its first vendors.
Colleen Bowman was part of the original
group of organizers and one of the first
local farmers to bring produce to the
market from her farm. Bowman was
part of the ‘back to the land’ movement
of the 1960s, emigrating to Canada from
her home state of Missouri in 1969.
She’s been growing organic food in
Hills since 1970. Bowman recalls early
discussions with Bardati about trying to
keep the market as organic as possible
and sourced from within a 100 mile
radius, well before the term “100 Mile
Diet” was coined.
“Some sort of group decision
was made that no, we’re not going to
have anything imported here,” says
Bowman. “It was experimental at
the time, but it inspired a whole lot
of other communities to start up their

Gretchen
Marie Perk
1938 – 2019

own markets, like Nakusp, Kaslo and
Winlaw.”
By 1995, the market had moved
to the lawn of the former Motherlode
Bookstore owned by Caroline
Woodward and Jeff George, where it
remains to this day. Morgen Bardati
and husband Ric moved to New Denver
in 1995 and Morgen quickly got
involved as an organizer. “I organized
the Silverton Christmas Market in the
Silverton Gallery that same year because
I needed a venue to sell my own stuff.
We had a very loose group of people
who did the organizing for the Friday
Market but after that it sort of fell on me
to manage it. I found myself just helping
to coordinate things a little more in terms
of advertising, including the first sign,
which promptly got stolen after about
a year or two.”
The New Denver Friday Market has
been a member of the BC Association of
Farmers’ Markets (BCAFM) since 2004,
and was incorporated as the non-profit
New Denver Friday Market Society.
Currently in BC there are 144 markets
listed by the BCAFM, reflecting the
growth of consumer interest in organic
and locally grown food as well as locally
produced crafts.
In the early years there was a
tendency toward farmers’ markets
becoming trinkets markets, which
Bowman says was a historical legacy
of the Doukhobor flea markets that were
used for fundraising.
“When we joined the BCAFM,”
recalls Bardati, “they were saying it was
okay for markets to join and transition
toward 100% locally grown and raised
products. Some of those earlier vendors
were grandfathered in, which I think
is fair because they did help build the
market. There’s a lot to be said for
second-hand stuff; that’s part of the
eco movement too, being able to reuse
things. But it’s very hard for people who

Early July 6 th , Gretchen
succumbed to cancer at her
home in New Denver. She was
in the care of nurses and friends
and was communicative and alert
up until the end. After a long talk
with her son she felt happy and
peaceful.
She was born in Guelph,
the only daughter of Paul and
Katherine Perk (refugees from
the Russian revolution) then
raised in Kitchener area and Toronto.
Gretchen was mother to Peter (Debbie) and Jima to Emily, Julie, Aaron
and Jesse. Too, she was sister to the late Paul Perk and Peter Perk (Ann).
Aunty G to Kathy, Michael, David, Gretchen jr., Nicolas, and John.
Great Aunty G to Robin, Kevin, Katy and Eric. Cousin to Erica Edith and
Helen. She belonged to the community of Bella Bella.
She biked and sang - wrote letters on the back of greeting cards – in
all directions. While foraging, she left berries to share with the bears.
She was a journalist in Kingston, did publishing, modelling and
dancing in Toronto, clowning and puppeteering in Vancouver. She loved
working with special needs children insisting that unique people deserve
inclusion and understanding. She believed in the uniqueness of each of
us, the need to understand and care, for not only each other but also our
surroundings.
At home in New Denver, Gretchen was part of a community that cared
for her and her contributions to it. Her family are grateful for that love
and care that she received.

are making their own crafts to compete
with imports.”
Market gardener Mick Wilson,
proprietor of New Denver-based Earthly
Pleasures Farms, has been bringing
organic produce to the market for 22
years. A British immigrant, he briefly
farmed on Kootenay Lake prior to
establishing his market gardens in
Denver Siding, where he and his wife
grow 35 different kinds of veggies for
market. Wilson now helps administer
with Shandro the BCAFM Food Coupon
program, which provides a weekly $21
coupon to low-income families and
seniors. That amounts to about $336 in
a season, which can be spent on eggs,
dairy, meat or fresh produce and fruit at
any BC Farmer’s Market in the province.
“It helps get a lot of people who couldn’t
afford to come to a Farmer’s Market and
gives them access to good nutritious
food,” says Wilson. According to
Shandro, there are currently 16 families
in the area benefiting from the food
coupon program. She’s definitely seeing
an expanding need for the program, and
will be asking for additional funding
to assist more families next year. The
Nakusp and Kaslo Farmers’ Markets are
also participants in the program.
Another new feature at the Friday
Market is the pop-up salad bar, which
offers a healthy salad of all locally
grown greens for only $5. Shandro
says the program originated from
leftover funds from the Village Hearth
Restaurant, an initiative of the Healthy
Community Society of the North Slocan
Valley, supported by the Slocan Valley
Economic Development Commission.
The Healthy Community Society
partnered with the New Denver and
Area Youth Centre Society to get
students involved staffing the salad
bar, giving them paid work experience.
Any profit in excess of costs is put back
into the Lucerne School food program.
“Farm to Cafeteria Canada featured it in
their online newsletter as a unique way
to showcase school lunch programs,”

says Shandro.
Consumer support for local, organic
produce grows every year, prompting
buyouts of health food stores by the
major grocery corporations in larger
centres. But small is still beautiful at
the New Denver Friday Market, which
is limited by its space to 33-35 vendors.

submitted
As climate conditions change,
farmers in the Kootenay and Boundary
regions will have more support with
planning and preparing for growing
crops and raising livestock and poultry.
This support follows development of
the Kootenay & Boundary Regional
Adaptation Strategies (KBRAS).
The governments of Canada and
BC are providing $300,000 in funding
through the Canadian Agricultural
Partnership to support projects identified
in the KBRAS as priority actions for
increasing the resilience of producers
in the region.
“We all now realize that climate
change is a reality,” said Faye Street,
who represented the Kootenay Livestock
Association on the advisory committee
for the Kootenay & Boundary Regional
Adaptation Strategies. “It is important
for agriculture to get a head start on
dealing with the negative consequences
that climate change will bring. Lack of
water and the extreme fire situation are
some of my biggest worries.”
The KBRAS planning process,
managed by the BC Agriculture & Food
Climate Action Initiative (CAI), began

in summer 2018. It brought together
farmers from the region to work with
local governments and provincial and
federal agencies to identify the highest
priorities for agricultural adaptation
in the region. The planning process
identified a set of local sector impacts and
priorities, as well as strategies and actions
for strengthening resilience.
A working group with 14
representatives from the agricultural
sector and regional and provincial
governments will oversee development
of these projects, and CAI will manage
project implementation. Up to eight
projects are scheduled for completion
in the region by 2022.
In 2016, the total farmland in the
regional districts of East Kootenay,
Central Kootenay and the Kootenay
Boundary was more than 127,000
hectares, predominantly focused on
poultry, cattle and hay. The districts are
home to nearly 31,000 cattle and calves,
and nearly 30,000 hens and chickens.
Other notable crops include greenhouse
flowers, greenhouse vegetables, tree
fruits (in the Central Kootenay) and
Christmas trees (in the East Kootenay).
More than 3,700 people worked in the

“Our community has been really
good about supporting it and valuing
it, bringing friends and family,” says
Bardati. “And it’s a social function;
how many people do you meet who will
say: ‘I’ll meet you at the market’? I’ve
known some of those vendors for years
and years; they’re like family to me.”

Morgen Bardati has been key to the success of the New Denver Friday Market, celebrating its 25th year in 2019.

This year is the 25th anniversary of the New Denver Friday Market.

New partnerships help farmers adapt to climate change

agricultural sector as farm operators and
employees.
The KBRAS plan is the seventh
regional plan developed in the province as
part of the Regional Adaptation Program
delivered by CAI. CAI develops tools
and resources that increase the capacity
of agriculture to adapt to climate change.
Climate change poses a unique
challenge for BC farmers. Warmer, drier
summers are leading to increased wildfire
risks, variable seasonal conditions, new
or more abundant pests and changing
hydrology. These challenges vary by
region and affect farmers differently,
depending on where they live in the
province.
Funding is provided by the
governments of Canada and British
Columbia under the Canadian
Agricultural Partnership, a federalprovincial-territorial initiative, and
is administered by the Investment
Agriculture Foundation of BC and the BC
Agricultural Research & Development
Corporation. For more information
about the adaptation strategy, visit
www.bcagclimateaction.ca/documents/
RegionalStrategies-KootenayBoundary.
pdf.

