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Protestor Jessica Ogden arrested at Balfour logging site, spends a week in jail
by Jan McMurray
A blockade in Balfour that
prevented loggers from going to work
for four days (June 18-21) resulted in
the arrest and incarceration of Jessica
Ogden, who has been protesting and
blockading logging operations in the
West Kootenay since August last year.
Ogden was held in custody from
the time of her arrest on June 21
until June 28, when she signed an
undertaking promising to appear in
Nelson court on July 22. She has
been charged with civil contempt of
court, as she did not comply with a
court injunction served by the logging
company, Cooper Creek Cedar,
ordering protestors at the Balfour site
not to prevent, impede or restrict the
logging operation.
Brock Snyder, one of the
protestors, says the protest camp was
set up on Sunday, June 16. Bill Kestell
of Cooper Creek Cedar reports that
on Monday, the protestors kept to the
side of the road and the loggers were
able to work. However, protestors
informed the workers that they would
be blocking the road as of Tuesday.
Snyder says loggers came to the
site every morning Tuesday through
Friday to ask if they could go to work,
and the protestors refused. On Friday
morning, after workers were denied
access to the work site, Kestell and
two other logging representatives
and five police vehicles arrived and
served the protestors with the court
injunction. Of the seven protestors on
site, only Ogden did not comply with

the injunction.
“As the injunction was police
enforceable, one protestor was
subsequently arrested for contempt
of court,” said Sgt. Monty Taylor of
Nelson RCMP. “People have the right
to protest but they have to do it in a safe
manner in accordance with the law
and the injunction, which prohibits
protestors from preventing, impeding,
or restricting, or counselling others to
prevent, impede or restrict the logging
operation.”
Kestell explained that Cooper
Creek Cedar obtained the injunction
because of the company’s experience
with the protestors at the Greyhorse
Ridge operation this past winter.
When Ogden and two others blocked
the road at Greyhorse, the RCMP
arrested them but the Crown declined
to lay charges. With an injunction,
non-compliance means a contempt
of court charge.
Kestell says the blockade puts the
logging operation one week behind.
“It’s unsettling. It’s frustrating for
the workers. It’s lost revenue for
the contractor [Sunshine Logging]
and lost wages for seven guys.
Stumpage is going up July 1, so that’s
a significant cost for our company.”
After Ogden was arrested, she
appeared in court on June 21, June
24 and June 28. Tom Prior, who has
participated in protests with Ogden,
says she appointed him as her legal
representative. Prior says the first
two court appearances were strictly
about the judge asking Ogden to sign

an undertaking, which would have
released her from custody, but would
also have placed conditions on her that
she found to be a violation of citizens’
rights to mobility and to peaceful
protest. She says the undertaking
stipulated that she was not to be
within 50 metres of any Cooper Creek
Cedar work site or facility, and that
the 50-metre restriction could also
apply to anyone who was aware of
the court injunction “so in essence
no one would be allowed within 50

metres of any Cooper Creek Cedar
Ltd work site. In my opinion, this was
an attempt by the company to use the
court systems to deny us all of our
civil rights to protest.”
At Ogden’s court appearance on
June 28, the judge agreed to remove
the offending restrictions, Ogden said,
and she agreed to sign an undertaking
promising to appear in Nelson court
on July 22.
Kestell says the protestors “keep
saying it’s not about us, that it’s

about working in the watershed.
That fight is above us, but it’s us that
they stop. They should be going to
government.”
Ogden says she strongly
encourages the public to participate
in the two “very important online
consultations regarding logging
practices in BC” at engage.gov.bc.ca.
One is on the Private Managed Forest
Lands Program (deadline July 9) and
the other is on the Forest Range and
Practices Act (deadline July 15).

A blockade in Balfour that prevented loggers from going to work for four days (June 18-21) resulted in the arrest and incarceration of Jessica
Ogden, who has been protesting and blockading logging operations in the West Kootenay since August last year.
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Home support: we can do better, says seniors advocate
by Moe Lyons
For years, advocates have been
trying to get back some of the home
support services that were cut by
the former BC government. Among
many other restrictions, home care
workers were told they could no longer
prepare meals, run errands, or help their
clients’ partners in any way. In the West
Kootenay, Joan Reichardt from Nelson,
who formerly ran Home Support there,
was recognized throughout the province

as a tireless advocate for better home
care. Finally, a report that confirms what
citizen advocates have been saying all
along has been released by the Office
of the Seniors Advocate of British
Columbia, headed by Isobel Mackenzie.
The 57-page report, entitled
‘Home Support: We can do better,’ has
numerous recommendations backed up
by considerable statistical analysis. The
entire document can be found at www.
seniorsadvocatebc.ca.

New Denver Community Health
Nurse Leslie Beare, who supervises
home support, is pleased to see the
publication of this report, and concurs
with its findings. “It is hard here,” she
says. “Right now we have only one
part-time community health worker
(CHW), and sometimes we have none.
It is a difficult situation – needs fluctuate
and because of long distances between
clients, transportation for the worker is
an issue. If the scope of what they could
do were expanded, so that it could be a
full-time position, that would be better
for both the clients and the worker.”
The report finds that community
health workers who provide home
support have the highest rate of casual/
part-time workers of any health care
classification. Sixty-three percent of
home support clients receive less than an
hour of home support per day on average.
“The high percentage of casual and
part-time jobs, the requirement to have
a vehicle, and the lack of predictability
in scheduling are all issues that need
to be addressed in a recruitment and
retention strategy,” the report says.
“The health authorities must work
collectively through HEABC to examine
the incentives that are necessary to
successfully recruit and retain CHWs.
These incentives could include paid
training, increased compensation, and
stable part-time as well as full-time
positions.”

Beare says clients will often refuse
home care service once they are informed
there is a per diem charge, especially
folks with a lower annual income. The
per diem is currently based on taxable
income. People who receive GIS are
exempted from the per diem fee.
The report found seniors with an
income of $28,000 would pay $8,800
for about two hours of daily home care,
which amounts to about 33% of annual
earnings. A senior with the same income
would save $9,780 living in long-term
care, but taxpayers would pay $36,875
more. The report also found that 15% of
long-term care residents, which amounts
to 4,200 beds, could be living in the
community.
“When a senior with an income of
$27,800 is required to spend $8,800 a
year for a daily visit of home support, it
is time to examine the effectiveness of
the funding model,” the report concludes.
“Given that seniors are five times more
likely to use home support if they are
not required to pay for it and given that
61% of seniors admitted to long-term
care received no home support in the 90
days prior to admission, the argument
to remove the economic impediment
for seniors to use home support is
compelling.”
The report also recommends that
health authorities come up with a
standard care plan, to be used provincewide, which allows for flexibility to

Laura Duncan
November 27, 1945
– April 30, 2019
Laura was born in Victoria. While
still very young, her family moved
to a farm near Nelson, British
Columbia. Her education began in
a one-room schoolhouse in Pass
Creek. After high school she moved
to Vancouver to study art.
It was in Vancouver that Laura met Jim, the owner of a small restaurant in the
then fledgling, Gastown. They shared many traveling adventures together,
from London to Katmandu and eventually they settled in Vancouver to
raise their son, Douglas. When Laura’s mother passed, she moved back to
Nelson and lived in the tiny house on Government road which her mother
had once occupied.
Laura’s house was packed, with treasures and collectables she had
acquired from her travels and her love of thrift shopping. She worked at
the Express newspaper for several years and in the last few years was an
active member of Learning In Retirement. Laura loved to cook. Many a
fine meal would often be followed by Laura regaling her friends with tales
and stories attached to her treasures. Laura had been living with cancer
for the last year and on April 30 Laura left us.
Her son Douglas and grandsons, James and Owen, survive her.
She is loved and missed by many.
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meet the changing needs of clients. It
recommends a “culture shift away from
‘this is what we do’ to one of ‘what can
we do to help.’”
Seeing as how family caregivers
support 96% of the home support clients
in the province, and one-third of family
caregivers are in distress, the report
recommends embedding support for
family caregivers in the care plan.
This report will go forward to
government, which has no obligation to
implement any of the recommendations.
Minister of Health Adrian Dix did not
immediately respond to the report.

Stolen goods,
drugs and
guns seized in
Nakusp

submitted
The Nakusp RCMP executed a
search warrant at a property on 13th
Avenue NW on June 17, recovering in
the search were thousands of dollars
worth of stolen property, including a
vehicle, an ATV, a dirtbike, and other
items.
Also located in the search was an
assortment of substances which fall
under the Controlled Drug and Substance
Act. Suspected cocaine, crack cocaine,
methamphetamine, hash, fentanyl and
marijuana were seized in amounts
indicative of trafficking. A few firearms
were seized because they were unsafely
stored and the resident did not possess a
firearms licence.
A 36-year-old Nakusp woman was
arrested at the location and later released
on a promise to appear in Nakusp Court
October 30. The investigation is ongoing.
Anyone with information is asked
to contact the Nakusp RCMP at 250265-3677 (if after hours, press #1 and
stay on the line and your call will be
transferred to a communications officer)
or anonymously at Crimestoppers 24
hours a day at 1-800-222-8477, or online
at bccrimestoppers.com.

Sonia Furstenau
returns to the
Kootenays

submitted
Sonia Furstenau, BC Green MLA
for Cowichan Valley and the party’s
deputy leader, will be in Kootenay
communities July 9-11. Last fall, Sonia
inspired residents of East Shore, Kaslo
and Nelson with her journey into politics,
her challenges as a BC Green MLA, and
the caucus’ successes in the legislature.
At this year’s events, Sonia will speak
about watershed protection, food
security, climate action, and community
empowerment to help meet the hurdles
and opportunities in the Kootenays and
BC.
She will speak at community forums
in Creston on July 9, 7-8:30 pm at the
Trinity United Church; in Kaslo on July
10, 7-8:30 pm at the Kaslo Legion Hall;
and in Nelson on July 11 at a Climate
Action Barbecue at Lakeside Park,
which will include food for sale and
open mic entertainment. Come out and
meet Sonia. Hear about the work of the
three BC Green MLAs and share your
priorities. For more information, visit
www.bcgreens.ca.
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Lower Kootenay Band concerns aired at School District 8 board meeting
by Jan McMurray
Lower Kootenay Band Chief Jason
Louie attended the School District 8
board meeting on June 25 to air several
concerns. He expressed disappointment
and discontent with the district’s
territorial acknowledgment, the flying
of the Yaqan Nukiy flag only in Creston
schools, the district’s lack of engagement
with the band, and a presentation in the
district by the Arrow Lakes facilitator of
the Colville Confederated Tribes, whom
he described as “an activist from another
nation making ludicrous cultural and
territorial claims.”
Chief Louie prefaced his remarks
with a statement about Ktunaxa territory.
“This land that we are on is and always
has been Ktunaxa. In particular, from
what is now the Arrow Lakes through
this area and near what is now Spokane,
Washington is the homelands of our

people. Archeology doesn’t lie. We
have had archeologists come and do
the research. We have been here since
time immemorial. Our language also
doesn’t lie. We speak a different dialect
of Ktunaxa. Our language is not related
to any other language group.”
So in April, when the school
district presented the Lower Kootenay
Band Chief and Council with two
proposed territorial acknowledgments
– one naming the Ktunaxa, Sinixt,
Sylix and Secwepemc Nations, to be
used everywhere in the district except
Creston; and the other naming solely
the Ktunaxa Nation to be used only in
Creston – the LKB was offended. As a
result, the school district has not made
any changes to its current territorial
acknowledgment, which does not name
any nations: “We acknowledge, respect
and honour the First Nations in whose

The seventh round of Columbia
River Treaty negotiations on June 19
and 20 in Washington, DC, included
representatives of the Ktunaxa, Syilx/
Okanagan and Secwepemc Nations as
observers.
“This round of negotiations marked
a historic moment as representatives of
Columbia Basin Indigenous Nations
were present as observers for the first
time,” said Katrine Conroy, Minister
Responsible for the Columbia River
Treaty. “This is a very significant
step forward – not just in terms of
the Columbia River Treaty, but also
in supporting our government’s
commitment to reconciliation and the
United Nations Declaration on the Rights
of Indigenous Peoples.”
Conroy said representatives from
the three Nations had already been in
discussions with the negotiating team
on positions and strategies, but during
the June round of negotiations, they
were present in the negotiating room and
participated in breakout discussions with
Canada and BC.
The observer team made the
following joint statement: “While a
great deal of work remains to be done,

we are very pleased with what we have
observed and participated in to date.
This precedent-setting role as observers
builds on and enhances our important
work with Canada and BC over the last
two years. We are confident that we
can continue to contribute positively
to these negotiations and help realize
the First Nations’ goals for meaningful
outcomes from these negotiations that
are of critical importance to our nations
and homelands.”
When asked to comment on why no
Sinixt Nation representative had been
invited as an observer, Minister Conroy
said, “The federal government decides
who is at the table and they asked the
three Nations recognized within our
Basin to be observers at the table.”
Conroy added that the Sinixt are
members of the Colville Confederated
Tribes and part of the US delegation. “It
is up to the US government to decide
who represents them at the table,” she
said.
The talks will return to British
Columbia in the fall, with the next round
of negotiation meetings scheduled to
take place in Cranbrook on September
10 and 11.

by Jan McMurray
Fast charging stations for electric
vehicles are coming to Nakusp, New
Denver and Kaslo this summer as
FortisBC adds 12 new fast charging
stations to its EV charging network.
The other Kootenay locations for the
fast chargers are Nelson, and Rossland.
According to the manufacturer,
these fast charging stations are expected
to charge a compact electric vehicle
in about a half an hour, as compared
to a Level 2 station that requires about
three to four hours. The BC Utilities
Commission-approved charge rate is $9
per half hour.
Nakusp, New Denver and Kaslo
all have Level 2 (slower) chargers
currently, installed last year as part of the
Accelerate Kootenays program, which
saw 13 fast and 40 Level 2 charging
stations installed throughout the East and
West Kootenays.

Nicole Brown of FortisBC says the
company “noticed gaps that could cause
range anxiety” for EV drivers, so they
identified these 12 priority locations for
fast charging stations.
These fast chargers were funded by
Natural Resources Canada (50%), BC
Ministry of Energy, Mines and Petroleum
Resources (25%) and FortisBC (25%).
FortisBC will own and maintain 10 of
the stations; BC Hydro will own and
maintain the Nakusp and New Denver
stations.
The Nakusp and New Denver fast
charging stations will be in the same
location as the Level 2 stations – near
the Visitor Centre and museum/ library
in Nakusp, and on the pumphouse near
the recycling depot in New Denver. In
Kaslo, the fast charging station will be
at 315 Fourth Street, near the Kemball
building. Kaslo’s Level 2 charger is on
Water Street at Fourth.

Indigenous observers join
Columbia River Treaty talks

Nakusp, New Denver and Kaslo
to get fast charging EV stations

traditional territories the Kootenay
Lake School District operates and all
Aboriginal people residing within the
boundaries of School District #8.”
Chief Louie said recent actions
of the school district hearkened back
to colonial times. “When SD#8 says
that the Yaqan Nukiy flag can only
fly in Creston schools and that SD#8
only acknowledges Creston as the sole
territory of the Ktunaxa, it feels very
much like the colonial past of placing
people back on the reserve. Flying the
flag and acknowledging territory are
supposed to be acts of reconciliation. If
they turn out instead to be divisive and
hurtful, what is the point?”
He expressed disappointment that
the LKB Chief and Council were
not involved in discussions about
the acknowledgment or about the
Reconciliation Framework Policy that
the district has been working on for
the last year and a half. Although the
LKB has an educational representative
on the SD8 Aboriginal Advisory
Committee, Louie said they want a

political representative as well, seeing as
how the committee is making political
decisions as well as educational ones.
He informed the board that the Ktunaxa
Nation Council does not speak for the
LKB. “We elect our own leadership.
That’s who you deal with, not Ktunaxa
Nation Council.”
Heather Suttie, LKB Director
of Operations, told the board and
superintendent to make sure people
invited into the district to make
presentations are speaking the truth.
Regarding the presentation made by the
Arrow Lakes facilitator of the Colville
Confederated Tribes, Chief Louie said,
“What you did can be compared to
having a flat earther do professional
development for your staff. Educate
yourselves as to the real indigenous
history of the unceded lands upon
which the SD#8 operates and vet the
information circulated to staff and
students.”
“You have an obligation as a district
to provide the truth. That’s all we’re
asking for – the truth,” Suttie said.
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School board Chair Lenora
Trenaman said the school district’s
“sole interest is in our students, not in
territory… I hope we can work with
you to improve relations.” She said that
the district will continue to work on the
territorial acknowledgment, and that the
flag could fly in any schools, not just in
Creston.
Superintendent Christine added,
“We want to move forward in a positive
way and work with you for the best
interests of our students. There was no
offence intended to you at all.”

SHELLEY BORTNICK,
MSW, RSW
Individual, couple and
family therapist
25+ years experience

Offers counselling services involving
mental health (depression, anxiety,
etc.), addictions, grief and loss,
trauma and life transition issues.
For appointment, please call

250-265-3397
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OPINION

Paving Vimy
Park

Kaslo’s Vimy Park is looking
great with its newly paved road.
Thanks council for giving the okay
to have it done. A big improvement
for our town.
John Allen
Kaslo

Private land
logging input

Your articles two issues ago
about opportunities for public input
into forestry practices were great.
However, the link given for input
to private land logging is difficult
to manoeuvre. You can easily give
input, as well as read a survey guide
prepared by Wildsight at: wildsight.
ca/pmflasurvey.
Lisa Bramson
Nelson

Vaccination

I recently came across some
advice by Dr. House for people who
think vaccines are developed by the
pharma industry to make money. “If
you don’t want to have your child
vaccinated against measles for the
above reason,” he said, “don’t –
and support instead of the pharma
industry the makers of child coffins.
They would love your decision.”
Richard Eichenauer
Fauquier

Kaslo looks at
banning singleuse plastic bags,
June 6 VV

Kudos to the dedicated Kaslo
delegation who made an inspired
and creative presentation to Kaslo
council on May 21 and at a later
date to the public at the Langham
Theatre. We have recently visited
the Vancouver Island towns of Tofino
and Ucluelet, both of which have
banned the use of single-use plastic.
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They have done it and we can do it
too. Come on Kaslovians, let’s get
behind this initiative.
Roberta Huber
Kaslo

Fake news

Years ago, we learned about
weapons of mass destruction in
Iraq that never materialized. Now
we learn about an alleged mine or
was it a torpedo attack on an oil
tanker. Maybe we best learn from
history and remember this news is
brought to you by the same people
who brought you news of weapons
of mass destruction.
Ed Varney
Winlaw

Reply to Art
Joyce letter, VV,
May 23, 2019

My case rests on one simple
fact. During the period from 1990
to 2016 – the same period when
cell phone usage in the US became
almost universal – contrary to what
Art has been alleging, cancers of
the brain and nervous system in
the US have not risen. In fact, they
have declined from 7.1 to a 20112015 average of 6.5 per 100,000.
I very much encourage interested
readers to check this out at www.
cancerstatisticscenter.org. (I used
the Analysis Tool then Trends and
Incidence rates 1975-2015.)
Check out where these statistics
come from and satisfy yourself
that they are valid. It should be
fairly obvious that they are not
compromised because the ACS
accepts funds from all sources
including industry. Of course they
do – they are universally fundraising
to defeat cancer! These statistics
represent real people, not rats – and
every number is a potential human
tragedy. I know – both my parents
died of cancer.
Rory Lindsay
Lemon Creek

EDITORIAL / LETTERS POLICY

The Valley Voice welcomes letters to the editor and community news
articles from our readers.
Letters and articles should be no longer than 500 words and may be
edited. We reserve the right to reject any submitted material.
Please mark your letter “LETTER TO THE EDITOR.” Include your
address and daytime phone number for verification purposes.
We will not knowingly publish any letter that is defamatory or libelous.
We will not publish anonymous letters or letters signed with pseudonyms,
except in extraordinary circumstances.
Opinions expressed in published letters are those of the author and not
necessarily those of the Valley Voice.
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Salmon return
to Upper
Columbia an
injustice

Our Association works on
watershed issues. Slocan River is of
particular importance to the residents
who live in the Slocan Valley.
Information from organizations
in the US – Columbia Riverkeeper
and the Lower Columbia River
and Estuary Ecosystem Monitoring
Project – identifies that the Lower
Columbia River is filled with
contaminants and these contaminants
are in the Columbia River fish,
including the salmon. The life cycle
of the salmon would bring the salmon
back to the cleaner waters of the
upper Columbia where they would
die, leaving their toxic carcasses
on the shores of the rivers we use
recreationally. Many farmers and
residents have water licenses in the
river and shallow wells along the
shores. In addition the osprey, river
otters and other wildlife that feed on
fish would ingest these toxins.
Therefore, although our
Association supports the Sinixt
relationship to the salmon, it is
our position that environmentally
it is an injustice to introduce these
contaminated fish into the local

waters. This position is supported
by local Sinixt elder Marilyn James.
Due to the damage done to
the Columbia by humans, we
cannot go back in time but must
consider the future and protect the
existing wildlife and fisheries from
introducing contaminants from the
Columbia River. The salmon also
are exposed to the Pacific Ocean
pollution and the state of our oceans
is of great concern.
Marilyn Burgoon, president
Perry Ridge Water Users
Association

Climate change
best addressed
by Green Party
of Canada

Canadian voters have a choice
to make in the October federal
election, a decision that will affect
the future of generations to come
like no previous election. Currently
the Trudeau Liberal government’s
carbon tax, the one being opposed
by Scheer, Kenney, Ford et al., will
collect $2.36 billion in 2019-2020,
with 90% of that being returned to
taxpayers.
Meanwhile the International
Monetary Fund has calculated
that in 2017 alone $53 trillion was
handed out in taxpayer subsidies

Box 70, New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

Phone: 250-358-7218 Fax: 250-358-7793 E-Mail: valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca Website: www.valleyvoice.ca

Publisher - Dan Nicholson • Editor - Jan McMurray • Food Editor Emeritus - Andrew Rhodes • Arts & Culture Editor - Art Joyce
Reporters - Katrine Campbell, Claire Paradis, Barbara Curry Mulcahy, Moe Lyons
Published and printed in British Columbia, Canada

The Valley Voice is distributed throughout the Slocan and Arrow Lake Valleys from South Slocan/Playmor Junction to Edgewood and Kaslo on Kootenay Lake.

Circulation is 7,600 papers, providing the most complete news and advertising coverage of any single newspaper serving this area.
SUBSCRIPTIONS: CANADA $54.60, USA $84.00, OVERSEAS $126.00. E-Mail Subscription $22.40 (Prices include GST)
Canada Post Publications Mail Agreement #40021191

and rebates to all oil and gas
companies globally – $43 billion
in Canada. Before you vote in
October, consider what a Canadian
government could do to enhance
health care, seniors care, daycare,
even initiate a just transition for
laid off fossil fuel workers with that
$43 billion.
Remember, voting Liberal
means increasing those subsidies,
such as the $275 million just
given to LNG Canada by Finance
Minister Morneau in Kitimat.
Likewise, BC Liberal, Alberta
Conservative and Alberta/BC
NDP governments have all been
bending over backwards to ramp
up taxpayer subsidies and rebates
so we can increase, rather than
reduce, fossil fuel extraction and
production.
Only the Green Party of
Canada and Elizabeth May, with
her experience in the negotiation of
the Montreal Protocol in 1987 that
eliminated Chlorofluorocarbons
(CFCs) to protect the ozone layer,
have created a comprehensive plan
to reduce fossil fuel consumption in
Canada: https://www.greenparty.
ca/sites/default/files/mission_
possible_letter_en.pdf
Before you vote, compare
“Mission Possible” with the policies
from the Conservative, NDP and
Liberal parties. Then remember that
Elizabeth May was in the House of
Commons during the debate and
passing of the emergency climate
change resolution. Where, you need
to ask, were the Prime Minister,
Leader of the Official Opposition
and Leader of the NDP? What was
of such importance that they could
not participate in this discussion
and vote on this crucial issue?
Andy Shadrack
Kaslo
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Open letter to
the medical
community

Yes, I am old. Over 80, in fact.
Taking that into consideration, I
have spent remarkably little time
in hospitals. A hysterectomy. An
appendectomy. A pacemaker. A
hip replacement. The first of these
was more than 40 years ago, the
remaining three when I was a senior.
I have news for all those who
work in hospitals: the words ‘senior’
and ‘senile’ are not synonymous.
Some of us oldies do still have all
our marbles!
Old people are like old cars:
the parts start wearing out. Teeth.
Eyes. Ears. Joints become stiff and
painful. Heart problems are common.
Bladder leaks. But less than 1% of
seniors under 70 have a problem
with senility, aka dementia. For those
over 85, that rises to 25%, or one in
four. That means the vast majority
of seniors do NOT have dementia.
Why, then, are we so often treated
as though we do?
“Ohhh... yes, I know! You’re in
pain...” No, I am not in pain, it’s my
heart that cannot do this.
“Oh, yes, I understand! It’s so
hard! I’ll get you another painkiller.”
All this in the compassionate,
condescending voice used for a
five-year-old with a scraped knee.
Or: “Ahhh, yes, I knew you
wouldn’t understand!” Why wouldn’t
I? I have had 20-50 more years to live
and learn than you have. And I live
with this problem. Every day.
Check the odds: if you treat a
senior under 70 as senile, there’s
a 99% chance that you are wrong.
Treat someone over 85 that way,
and there’s a 75% chance that you
are wrong. Besides, people with
dementia are still people. Surely they,
too, deserve some respect.
Don’t get me wrong: I’ve
encountered many wonderful nurses
and great doctors. I just wish they
were all that considerate. To those
who are: thank you. Thank you for
taking such good care of me.
Elsje de Boer
Fauquier

Open letter to
Justin Dexter,
Rec Sites &
Trails BC

I’m writing to let you know I
do not support motorized access on
the trail above the Snk’mip Marsh.
This is an ecologically sensitive and
unique area with much wildlife,
especially birds. There are many
studies that demonstrate the impact
of noise on bird species in particular
– avian biological diversity is greatly
reduced within zones surrounding
roads and other sources of loud
noises. You might be aware that there
is a significant ecological, wetland

restoration project in process for both
Snk’mip and the Bonanza corridor.
Ecologically rich valley bottom
ecosystems are increasingly rare in
our area – let’s keep this one as intact
as possible.
If nothing else, the motorized
folks need a bypass. I also do not
support these trails being listed on
websites for general public access. As
you know, many of the neighbouring
states to the south of us have
fairly stringent regulations around
motorized access both summer and
winter. To attract some of those
riders here would undermine the
ecological integrity we are trying to
maintain and develop. The richness
of this entire area is remarkable and
its values would better serve selfpropelled and naturalist tourism as
well as local use. I visit the area
with my binoculars in hand and am
grateful for this area’s diversity and
abundance. I encourage others who
value the Marsh as a wildlife habitat
and recreation destination to please
write Mr. Dexter as well: justin.
dexter@gov.bc.ca
K. L. Kivi
New Denver

Where have all
the clotheslines
gone?

It wasn’t that long ago they
were commonplace but in the name
of convenience we have moved to
clothes dryers. In light of rapidly
escalating climate change, we should
be reconsidering our decisions. Much
of our modern behaviour is wasteful
and putting our children’s future in
jeopardy. We should all be doing what
we can right now today at home to
reduce our individual carbon footprint.
What we need is immediate action
now and here are some energy saving
tips we can adapt that will reduce our
carbon footprint.
Start by turning things off that
aren’t in use: lights, computer and
modem, your TV or stereo for
example. Put these appliances on
power bars to ease this process. Use
less hot water when not needed. We
all waste hot water unnecessarily when
cold or warm water is sufficient. Use a
clothesline to dry your clothes. There
is a time for clothes dryers, but when
the weather is nice take advantage of
it – you’ll like being outside. Even in
below freezing temperatures, clothes
will dry through sublimation!
Talk to others about climate change
and encourage them to take action.
Individually we are insignificant but
if we all pull together we can move
toward a brighter future. Look for new
ways to save energy and share your
ideas. Immediate action now as a goal
to slow climate change is achievable.
It will reduce our carbon footprint
and save money while not unduly
disrupting our lives. A little effort is all
it takes. The future is worth it.
Terry Lowrey
Nelson

Columbia River
Treaty

There have been articles recently in
our local papers regarding renegotiations
of the Columbia River Treaty. This treaty
of Mr. Diefenbaker’s of 1964 profoundly
changed and altered life in British
Columbia, beyond the expectations of
any BC citizen.
The treaty changed life of British
Columbians for all future. Some of the
drastic changes are as follows.
Waters from the Kootenay, upstream
of USA (Libby) cannot be diverted for
any BC purpose.
Large tracts of very fertile Kootenay
River lowlands have been converted
into storage of water for Washington
irrigation purposes, including Lake
Kookanusa, mostly on the Canadian side.
The southern portion of British
Columbia, from Revelstoke to Castlegar
has been split into two parts by artificial
lakes. There is absolutely no civilized
development between east and west in
this area, only wilderness.
Kootenay Lake, as an extension of
artificial Lake Kookanusa, etc. (Libby
Dam) has become a water storage
buffer to provide water requirements
in Washington State. To any observer
it appears that lake levels vary as well
independently of seasonal variations.
Overnight it may go from minimum to
maximum, including spilling, bypassing
power generations. All this is controlled
by the Corps of American Engineers
from a station in Idaho.
The negative impact of the Columbia
River Treaty on the development of
all of British Columbia cannot be
appreciated without going into an
extensive civilization type study to
show what has been missed, particularly
population growth and financial losses.
Although the originator(s) of the
Columbia River Treaty may have had
the best intentions, the treaty has not been
to the advantage of British Columbia.
Possibly at that time, British Columbia,
as a western province, was not consulted
or their wishes weren’t considered since
it never had, nor has, equal representation
in Ottawa.
Gerhard Magner
Bonnington

Balfour
watershed
defender
returned to
community

A speedy, ex parte court injunction
obtained by Cooper Creek Cedar Ltd
through the Kelowna Court Registry was
served to the seven protestors present at
the Balfour Watershed Protection Camp
on June 21 and led to my arrest.
I refused to agree to sign the release
form, which stated I would not be
allowed within 50 metres of any Copper
Creek Cedar Ltd work site or facility. In
my opinion, these restrictions would be
a violation of our rights to mobility as
well as civil rights to peaceful protest.
These restrictions could apply also to any
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persons aware of the court injunction,
so in essence no one would be allowed
within 50 m of any Cooper Creek Cedar
Ltd worksite. In my opinion, this was an
attempt by the company to use the court
systems to deny us all of our civil rights
to protest.
After three supreme court
appearances, the Judge agreed to remove
these restrictions and I then agreed to sign
the release forms. An initial court date is
set for July 22 at 9:45 am in Nelson and
is open to the public.
I would like to thank everyone for
their overwhelming support and strongly
encourage the public to participate in
two very important online consultations
regarding logging practices in BC:
Private Managed Forest Lands Program
Review (deadline July 9) and Forest
Range and Practices Act (deadline July
15). Visit engage.gov.bc.ca to provide
your input.
The bottom line is forest practices,
private or not, need to respect water
quality, quantity and flow, vital remaining
old growth, and declining wildlife habitat
for the sake of all of our survival. Forest
practices also need to be science and
research based, not based solely on
corporate interests. We are no longer
here to ‘keep up the good fight,’ we are
here to end it.
Jessica Ogden
Balfour

Kaslo, pull up
your SOCKS

This letter is not about pickleball,
but I and another volunteer did start
Pickleball Kaslo (PK) in April 2018.
Play was indoors at JV Humphries
School (when in session). Out of the
need to become formally recognized
and, moreover, play outdoors in warmer
months, PK became in spirit and name
the Sports On Courts Kaslo Society,
or SOCKS. Representatives from
basketball, badminton and volleyball
joined the SOCKS movement. SOCKS
invited the Village of Kaslo (VOK) and
the Kaslo Tennis Club (KTC) to join
us in our vision to have a multi-sport
facility built in or near Vimy Park.
Preliminary discussions went on for
months. As part of them, the previous
CAO of VOK invited us to bring our
ideas and needs to the table when
renewal of the public property lease
to KTC would be considered in 2019.
In late February, just before
becoming SOCKS, a PK member
registered a complaint against another
member. The accuser refused to accept
the findings and recommendations of
management, by now a triumvirate.
That individual rebelled and, by
raiding our membership, set up a
separate pickleball group called the
Kaslo Racket Club. I’ll correct the
Valley Voice which a few issues ago
unwittingly referenced it as the Kaslo
Racquet Club. And to correct the club’s
leader(s), the community should know
pickleball is played with a paddle, not
a racquet.
This renegade club then proceeded
to discuss use of the tennis courts with
KTC, to our exclusion, even though

PK-come-SOCKS had already been
doing so for nearly a year.
In the aftermath of the membership
raid, Pickleball Kaslo folded because of
lack of attendance. However, SOCKS
did NOT fold. Our April 4 letter to
Mayor & Council stated, in part, “We...
are presently working on foundation
building of a society called Sports
On Courts Kaslo Society, or SOCKS.
Having an outdoor, multi-sport
complex in Kaslo to facilitate summer
play is our goal and we hope to have
Mayor and Council’s support for our
vision.” Our letter was received at the
council meeting of April 23 but remains
unanswered. In the minutes of the same
meeting, it was recorded that Councillor
Van Mill stated that PK had folded. It
seems matters have been shrugged off
from this misinterpretation.
Our letter also tapped into the
CAO’s promise to allow our voice
during discussions of the KTC lease.
Unbeknownst to us, however, VOK
Mayor & Council had on March 26
passed a motion authorizing themselves
to renew the lease with KTC for another
five years. That motion also resolved for
staff to advertise those intentions. Three
months later, still no public notice.
KTC has had exclusive rights to the
Village-owned tennis courts for decades
by way of their lease. The SOCKS
initiative is outward and community
focused. We propose open access to
a new facility, with reservations for
specific sports on a specific, published
schedule. This is how most other
community recreation complexes
operate (Balfour is a fine model).
Indeed, Kaslo operates its other parks in
this manner. We advocate no-fee usage,
while recognizing that development
and subsequent maintenance costs will
be substantial. Nevertheless, recreation
spending from RDCK and CBT amount
to hundreds of thousands of dollars
annually. Why not spend some in Kaslo
to allow more recreational opportunities
to more people?
SOCKS is currently dormant,
without the right people with the right
energy to rejuvenate it. I have its assets,
including $72.56 cash, which was
(is) intended to help with advertising
and organizational costs of provincial
registration. I’m calling on anyone
interested in helping SOCKS to contact
me. SOCKS needs people who think
outwardly to the benefit of the entire
community, without the exclusivity
that clubs bring.
C’mon, Kaslo, pull up your SOCKS!
Watch, folks, for the formal notice
of disposition of the Village=owned
tennis courts to be advertised, if it ever
is. Tell the politicians, and the tennis
players, that you want access to a sports
complex without having to unlock
a gate, without having to pay a fee,
without having to provide insurance or
waivers of indemnity. Tell them that you
want the SOCKS initiative for Kaslo.
First, though, step up and be a leader.
That’s what SOCKS needs to bring it
together for all of us.
Rick Galbraith
Kaslo

COMMUNITY
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Donna Gibbons honoured as Health Care Hero
submitted
Donna Gibbons, nurse
practitioner at the Slocan Community
Health centre, has been honoured as
Interior Health’s Health Care Hero
for 2019. She is described as the
beating heart of health care in her
community. Her patients will tell
you many stories of her providing
personalized care, no matter the
circumstances.
She was nominated by Claire
Peyton of Silverton, who said “When
I put a call out to the community
over 20 people responded with their
‘Donna Stories’ on how she had gone
above and beyond to help them with
their health care needs. I nominated

Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work,
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal
WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS

359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539
3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

Frank Rackow and
The Black Sea

Klezmer music with a touch of Funk

Donna because in all my life I have
never had a health care provider who
is even close to how knowledgeable
and helpful Donna has been. She
has such an incredible knowledge
of both Western and Alternative
medicine which she can apply to your
individual health care needs.
“So often our local heroes and
people who help us in life are not
recognized. It is so important to let
these special people know how truly
amazing they are and that their efforts
are appreciated on a deep community
level. Thank you Donna for bringing
your phenomenal healing powers to
our little corner of the world.”
In one instance, worried about
the mental and physical health of a
patient recently widowed and living
alone and isolated, Gibbons checked
in on him and found that he needed
to go to hospital. The patient says he

would not be alive today if it were
not for her actions.
On another occasion, while at
home recovering from an operation,
she continued to check up on a
patient who was in hospital, staying
in contact with the patient to offer
words of support and encouragement
even while recovering from surgery
herself!
Having started her career as a
community midwife before returning
to school to complete a Master
of Science in Nursing and then
completing her certification as a
nurse practitioner, Gibbons brings
a passion for women’s health to her
practice that has raised the level of
prenatal and post-natal care available
to women in the North Slocan Valley.
Her patients call her a “gifted
healer” and a “real-life superhero”
who provides kind, compassionate

and personalized care backed up
by extensive knowledge, skills and
experience.
For putting her heart and soul
into her work, and providing lifechanging primary health care in a
challenging rural setting, Donna
Gibbons has been named this year’s

submitted
Join us for a night of freylach
(happy) music with Frank Rackow
and the Black Sea, featuring Allan
Merovitz at the Silverton Gallery on
Friday, July 19.
This Calgary-based band is rooted
in the klezmer (Eastern European

Jewish party music), with touches of
folk, swing, funk and Balkan music.
You’ll hear a mix of traditional
dance tunes, songs sung in Yiddish
and English, as well as original
instrumental compositions and songs.
The lively melodies are great
for dancing and the plaintive songs

(in Yiddish and English) will touch
the heart.
Klezmer is the traditional wedding
music of Eastern European Jewish
communities, combined with songs
from the Yiddish theatre and folk
traditions, and mixed with elements
of swing and American popular music.
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Health Care Hero for Interior Health.
For more information on the
BC Health Care Awards, visit www.
bchealthcareawards.ca. To view
videos of the Gold Apple recipients,
visit the BC Health Care Awards
YouTube channel at www.youtube.
com/user/BCHealthCareAwards.

Donna Gibbons, nurse practitioner at the Slocan Community Health centre, has been
honoured as Interior Health’s Health Care Hero for 2019.

Frank Rackow and the Black Sea brings klezmer music to the Silverton Gallery

Friday, July 19th at the
Silverton Gallery
Doors: 7 pm, Starts 7:30
$20. Admission at the door
– Kids get in for free –

DRAGONFLY METAMORPHOSIS

Dragonflies & damselflies are among BC’s
main freshwater creatures. After emerging
from eggs, larvae grow & moult up to 15 times.
The thorax splits and the adult squeezes out.
Blood pumps into wings and abdomen, the
body hardens and in 1–2 hrs. it flies away. In
BC, the life cycle usually takes about a year
and adults live 1–2 months.
slocanlakess.com

Frank Rackow and the Black Sea bring klezmer music to Silverton on July 19

Klezmer music has experienced a
major revival over the past 30 years,
with artists from around the world
exploring this vast and rich musical
language.
Frank Rackow and the Black Sea
is the latest project from clarinetist/
saxophonist Frank Rackow and
vocalist Allan Merovitz. The pair met
in Calgary in the early 2000s and have
worked together ever since. Their
earlier band, KlezMerovitz, recorded
and toured for several years, made a
number of recordings for the CBC and
appeared at many clubs and festivals
(Calgary Folkfest, Starbelly Jam,
Mountain View Chamber fest). Frank
also served as an onstage musician
and music director for productions
of Allan’s klezmer musical, If Cows
Could Fly, in Ottawa, Toronto and
Hamilton.
Frank Rackow and the Black Sea
play regularly in Calgary and have
been featured on the main stage of
the National Music Centre and on the
Stephen Avenue Stage in downtown
Calgary.
Allan Merovitz is a former JUNO
nominee (with Toronto’s Flying
Bulgar Klezmer Band) and Dora
Award winner (Toronto theatre)
and has recorded and toured with
Canadian and European groups on
both continents.
Frank Rackow has performed at
festivals and clubs across the country
with a variety of jazz and world music
groups. He is the founding conductor
of Calgary’s Vocal Latitudes choir
and leads community klezmer
ensembles at the Calgary Jewish
Community Centre and the Mount
Royal Conservatory.
Other band members on this
tour include Greg Rumpel, an
accomplished multi-instrumentalist
and teacher at the MRU Conservatory,
as well as Robin Tufts, one of
Calgary’s most accomplished and
in-demand drummer/percussionists.
Check out an online video on
YouTube.
Friday, July 19 at the Silverton
Gallery. Doors open 7 pm, starts 7:30.
$20. Admission at the door, kids get
in for free! Sponsored by Slocan Lake
Gallery Society and BC Arts Council.

KASLO & DISTRICT
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Kaslo council, June: Fuel treatment prescription work underway
by Jan McMurray
• John Cathro made a presentation
on fuel treatment projects at the
June 18 Committee of the Whole
meeting. Funding has been provided
for prescriptions for fuel treatment
work on woodlot 494, municipal
land and unallocated Crown land. He
said consultation with trail groups,
adjacent landowners and municipal
staff had identified issues with water
protection, trail use and the glide
path for the runway at the airport.
Prescriptions were to be completed
by the end of June.
CAO Ian Dunlop reported on a
meeting with John Cathro and Mark
Elder on June 13 regarding the fuel
treatment prescription for the airport
area. “At the airfield, we discussed
the need for a 3-degree approach
to the runway for air ambulance.
Tall coniferous trees beyond the
end of the runway can be taken
down as part of the prescription.”
He also reported that the Mud Road
Trail needs to be decommissioned
“due to environmental damage
and the potential for source water
contamination.” The trails society
will reroute the trail, and public
works may be involved with closing
it off.
• Council agreed to two of the
Jazz Etc. Society’s requests regarding
parking during the festival August
2-5. The society will get exclusive
use of the municipal parking lot on
5th Street, August 2-5, for the use
of performers and staff. They can
also reserve the 10 ‘Kaslo Shipyard’
parking spots in the bay for disabled
patron parking.
• CAO Ian Dunlop reported on
the paving projects. A section of the
airport road was “completely rebuilt
to fix roadbed failure and improve
drainage” before it was paved. Vimy
Ring Road was paved – the shoulders
will be filled with gravel or recycled
asphalt and will be designated for
parking and overnight camping.
Fourth St (south) and Birch Avenue
had been paved and Balfour Crescent
and Spruce Avenue were to be paved
next.
• Three danger trees within the
village need to be removed, two
by a professional arborist (131
Washington Street and 216 B Avenue)
and one by public works (301 Front
Street). Staff will get quotes for the
two requiring professional removal,
and public works will remove the
Front Street tree as their schedule
permits.
• Kaslo & District Public Library
director Eva Kelemen asked the
Village for an $880 contribution
to an $11,000 (approx.) project to
purchase four new laptops, secure
charging stations, two rolling tables,
office and photoshop software,
headphones, video camera and some
programming for teens and children.
The project is contingent on the
library receiving a CBT technology
grant. Council agreed to use Kaslo’s
RDCK Community Development
funds to make this contribution.
• Council authorized the sale of
Strata Lot 31 to Marina Ridge Strata
for $6,026.53 subject to amending
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the date of sale on the contract of
purchase and sale to July 31, 2019.
• The Seniors’ Association asked
that the accessible parking spot
in front of the seniors’ centre be
converted to a bus stop, and that an
accessible parking spot be created in
front of the Kemball building. The
CAO will follow up and discuss this
with the seniors.
• The irrigation system has

been installed at Legacy Park in
preparation for landscaping.
• Council supported a resolution
calling for the restoration of funding
to libraries.
• The Village will contribute
$1,666.66 from Kaslo’s RDCK
Community Development Fund to
the Flood Impact Assessment for
Kootenay Lake project.
• The Village supported renewing

the 2% hotel tax for a further five
years in partnership with Nelson
Kootenay Lake Tourism.
• The following committees
were established: Parks, Trails and
Art (Leathwood, Knoll); Buildings,
Village assets and Housing (Hewat,
Van Mill); Utilities and Technology
(Lang, Van Mill); Health (Knoll,
Hewat).
• Council supported Mayor

Hewat’s participation in committees
of the Federation of Canadian
Municipalities (FCM). The RDCK
will cover her travel expenses for this.
Council also decided to contribute to
the Union of BC Municipalities
Small Communities Travel Fund,
which will cost the Village about $10
per year and will allow councillors
to attend FCM board and standing
committee meetings.

submitted
On June 6, 250 grade 1-6 students
from around Kootenay Lake attended
the Youth Water Festival at Lakeside
Park in Nelson. This was the second
annual festival hosted by the Friends
of Kootenay Lake Stewardship Society.
The purpose of the day was to
provide a platform for different nonprofits to engage with students about
environmental stewardship happening
around the lake. Each non-profit
booth focused on a different aspect
of freshwater health, recreation or
safety. Every booth was interactive and
involved different games and hands-on
learning experiences.
For example, the Central Kootenay
Invasive Species (CKISS) had the
kids playing musical mussels, a game
similar to musical chairs, but with a few
twists to make it a lesson about keeping

zebra mussels out of the lake. Nelson
Canoe and Kayak club taught the
students proper paddling strokes, and
the Slocan Streamkeepers had students
dressing up as aquatic insects. Students
and teachers alike learned a lot and had
tonnes of fun.
“It was inspiring to see so many
students listening and being engaged
while learning about environmental
issues,” said Camille LeBlanc, the
Assistant Environmental Manager who
planned the event. “They are the future
and it’s heartwarming to know they care
about the health of our lake.”
Although the Festival was hosted
by Friends of Kootenay Lake it was an
example of collaboration from the entire
community. Schools, local businesses
and non-profits all contributed and
made the day possible.
“This event was only possible

because of the non-profits who donated
their time to come and run activities
with the students as well as those who
sponsored the event,” added LeBlanc.

The team at Friends of Kootenay
Lake was happy with the success of
the event and is excited about hosting
it again next year.

submitted
For those of you who have never
seen or paddled a 26’ Voyageur canoe
and would like an opportunity to try
it – good news! On July 8, 9 and 10 the
Red Rogues voyageur canoe team will
be camping in Kaslo as part of a short
paddle on Slocan Lake July 7-8, and
Kootenay Lake July 9-15.
On July 9 (weather permitting) the
team will offer a ‘people in boats’ session
to give local residents an opportunity to
paddle with them in Kaslo Bay Park,
starting at approximately 2 pm. Please
bring your own life jacket and paddle; the
team will have some of these available

but not all sizes. In addition you must be
12 years of age or older to paddle.
The Red Rogues will paddle Slocan

Lake out of New Denver July 7 – 8 and
then Kootenay Lake from Lardeau to
Creston starting on July 9. Anyone who

has their own canoe or kayak and wishes
to join them for part of the paddle is
welcome to participate.

submitted
Kootenay Lake Hospital needs
a new colonoscope and the KLH
Foundation is raising money to supply
one. Colonoscopy is used to detect illness
affecting the colon, including colon
cancer, which affects one in six people
in BC. Early detection and diagnosis
is critical in successful treatment and
management of this disease. The hospital
is home to a busy operating room,

which is used more than 2,000 hours
per year for colonoscopies, orthopedic
surgeries, cataract surgery, obstetrical
and gynecologic surgeries, and general
surgeries such as hernia repairs.
Interior Health recognizes the
excellent surgical services at Kootenay
Lake Hospital and has increased funding
to enable a nearly 50% increase in
colonoscopies performed there this year,
but with increased procedures comes the

need for new, state-of-the-art equipment.
The foundation’s goal this spring
is to purchase a new colonoscope.
The technological upgrades in the new
machine provide enhanced imaging and
maneuverability, important factors in
determining abnormalities in the colon.
The foundations is asking for
donations to enhance surgical services
at Kootenay Lake Hospital with this
life-saving equipment.

Water Festival teaches kids environmental stewardship

Pictured here are volunteers Kathy and Judy from Citizens Climate Lobby talking to the kids
about climate change and lake health.

Your chance to paddle a voyageur canoe, July 9 at Kaslo Bay Park

Enhancing colonoscopy services at Kootenay Lake Hospital

Sonia Furstenau, MLA
BC Greens Deputy Leader,
Climate Action Tour
Creston, July 9, 7:00 - 8:30 Trinity United Church
Kaslo, July 10, 7:00 - 8:30 Kaslo Legion Hall
Nelson, July 11, 7:00 - 9:00 Lakeside Park - BBQ
Hear about community empowerment, watershed protection,
food security and climate action. www.bcgreens.ca

Everyone welcome.
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NAKUSP & THE ARROW LAKES
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Nakusp council, June 24: Legacy Fund receives big boost from NACFOR
by Katrine Campbell
• Before the meeting began, Kyle
Kusch was given a certificate of
acknowledgement and thanked for his
work for the Arrow Lakes Historical
Society. He received a round of
applause from the council and the
crowd.
• NACFOR President Kathy Smith
presented a cheque for $465,000 to
the Village, its annual shareholder
dividend, for the Legacy Fund.
• Grant Trower, Craig Pettitt
and Wayne McCrory appeared as a
delegation to ask council to set aside
670 hectares of NACFOR’s tenure
(about 6.8% of its tenure) south of
Summit Lake to protect the blue-listed
western toad. The land would become
part of Summit Lake Provincial Park,
set aside as core terrestrial habitat to
protect the toads. The amphibians
spend most of their lives on the wet
forest floor, moving to the lake only
to breed. They don’t drink water but
absorb it through their skin; logging
removes the shade and moisture
they need to survive. Although the
annual Toad Fest, in which volunteers
bucket toadlets across Hwy 6 from the
lakeside, has saved thousands of them
from being squashed by vehicles, the
three pointed out that continuing to
destroy their habitat made no sense.
The trio asked council to request
permission from the Ministry of
Forests, Lands, Natural Resource
Operations and Rural Development to
change NACFOR’s tenure to add the
lands to the park. Mayor Tom Zeleznik
said council would study the situation
and consult with NACFOR to make

It pays to
advertise in the
Valley Voice!!!

Call 358-7218
for details
valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

FOREVER HOME
NEEDED!

Smokey is a gentle 6-year-old, (mainly)
white, short-haired male. He loves
to cuddle and he’s a purring machine! Smokey is looking for a kind and
loving home with people who will delight
in spending time with him. Call PALS today at 250-265-3792 to discuss if your
home is the right fit.
WEEKLY SPONSOR:

Nakusp
(250) 265-3635 www.selkirkrealty.com

a decision.
• FireSmart Coordinator Bree
Lillies made a presentation regarding
two new programs designed to help
residents keep the community safe
from wildfire. The first is the Home
Partners Program, which will engage
homeowners in voluntary wildfire
mitigation activities by offering a
professional home assessment with
property-specific recommendations.
Lillies will work with residents in
Nakusp, Area H North, and Area K.
The second is the Community
Recognition Program, which
encourages self-organized groups
of neighbours to protect themselves
and their property in the event of a
wildfire. The program draws on a
community’s spirit and its willingness
to take responsibility for reducing
wildfire risks. It works by having
Lillies provide wildfire hazard
reduction information designed for
the community, and neighbours would
form a cooperating network to assess
the wildfire hazards, then identify and
implement local solutions.
“We want to create long-term
change,” Lillies said. “People can
be overwhelmed by the scope [of
the work] but there are lots of little
things to do, which they can work at
over time.”
• Council approved the installation
of two six-bike racks on Broadway,
complementary to the Downtown
Revitalization project, and added a
third rack for the next phase of DR.
The racks will be manufactured
locally; the cost of materials will
be allocated to general operating
expenses. The mayor noted that
“Broadway is now ours” and the
yellow lines near the NAPA and CIBC
buildings could be removed to open
up the streets for parking, with two
spots used for bike racks. Councillor
Joseph Hughes, who voted against the
motion, said he didn’t think the racks
should be on Broadway as they would
be in the way of snow ploughing. CAO
Cheryl Martens said the racks were
removable, and Zeleznik said if they
didn’t work on Broadway, they could
be moved to a side street.
• After receiving a $66,400
Rural Development grant in April,
‘Investment Ready Nakusp’ has hired
consultant James Kay from Aspen
Lands Advisory Ltd in Lumby. The
committee met with him June 12 to
begin the process of developing a plan.
• Councillor Susan DeSandoli
stepped down from the Rotary Park
Playground Project select committee,
leaving Councillor Aidan McLarenCaux as the council representative.
• After council received the Public
Works report, the mayor said the water
system was at capacity and the Village
needed another source. Foreman Bob
Gresiuk told council another option

Considering
Community Service?
Consider Nakusp Rotary
Call Mayumi
for Details:
250-265-0002

was to get more water from existing
wells by installing more efficient filters
and a higher horsepower pump, which
would solve the problem for a while.
He added that 9Dot Engineering had
suggested the Village needed a master
plan for water. Zeleznik asked about
installing water meters in existing
buildings; Gresiuk explained the
meters are installed inside and only
new construction is required to have
them.
• Hot Springs Manager Noel
Ballard reported that revenue rose
from $65,936 in May 2018 to $87,089
in May this year. “We had a very
good Victoria Day weekend partly
due to ideal Hot Springs weather
conditions,” he said. “When it rains
on long weekends it pours revenue at

the Hot Springs.”
• Fire Chief Terry Warren reported
his team had to perform an “airplane
landing check” after a plane reported
losing power over Edgewood and
dropping 500 feet per minute. The pilot
managed to fix the problem and land
safely in Nakusp, but didn’t report it to
NavCan, triggering the check.
• Council approved amendments
to NACFOR articles, allowing the
company to increase its borrowing
limit to $200,000 without prior
approval of shareholders (the Village
of Nakusp) and changing the number
of directors from eight to seven. In
addition, the total amount of debt the
company can carry is $2,750,000.
NACFOR general manager Hugh
Watt said this amount is an estimate

of the amount needed to purchase
lands to deal with the shortfall in the
company’s Annual Allowable Cut.
• Wood Works, a program of the
Canadian Wood Council, has issued a
call for nominations for Community
Recognition awards. Council chose to
nominate Dave Madden for both the
Spicer Gardens and the new staircase
at the Hot Springs.
• After an in camera discussion,
council decided to partially grant a
request from market gardener Janet
Spicer to increase her allowed water
usage from three hours to 15. She has
been allotted six hours, and must use
a water meter.
• Council approved both the 2018
Annual Report and the 2018 Statement
of Financial Information report.

Nakusp voters will choose
between two candidates – Ken Miller
and Reny Kitto – to fill the Village
councillor seat left vacant when Janis
Neufeld resigned for health reasons.
The polls are open 8 am to 8 pm at
the Legion Hall on Saturday, July 13.
Reny Kitto: I am running for
council to help move ideas forward. The
Village has the ability to help by planning
the direction of growth and working
with companies who are looking to set
up their facilities here. This direction
is key to steady work in Nakusp and
thus a steadier economy. My hopes of
accomplishment as your councillor are
simple... to plant seeds of change that will
grow into reality for the next generations
of councillors and community members
of Nakusp. My ideas aren’t new ideas but

my energy is my strongest asset to help
the current councillors.

All I can say is that I know myself and
would work hard for the community.
Nakusp has moved forward nicely with
the previous leadership. The voters did
an excellent job in their selection of our
new mayor and council. I know I would
enjoy working with them and helping
the Village continue to be what it is…
the place we all love.

Nakusp goes to the polls July 13 at the Legion

Reny Kitto

Ken Miller: I’ve been on council
previously and although I enjoyed
it, I found it very time consuming.
Retirement makes time no longer an
issue. I don’t know Mr. Kitto personally
so can’t claim I’d be a better councillor.

Ken Miller

NACFOR (Nakusp Community Forest) made its 2019 dividend presentation ($465,000) to Nakusp council at the June 24 council meeting. The NACFOR
board of directors was proud to present these monies to NACFOR’s sole shareholder, the Village of Nakusp. The monies are put into the NACFOR
Legacy Fund and used to benefit local projects in the Village of Nakusp, rural Nakusp and RDCK Area K. L to R: Melissa Rode and Randy Mackenzie,
NACFOR directors, Aidan McLaren-Caux, councillor and council rep on NACFOR board, Kathy Smith, NACFOR president, Tom Zeleznik, mayor, Susan
DeSandoli, councillor, Joseph Hughes, councillor, Geoff Grout, NACFOR treasurer and RDCK Area K rep, John Cann, NACFOR Director.

BC to seek public opinion on daylight saving time
submitted
British Columbians are invited to
share their views on how time should be
observed in BC.
Most areas of BC “spring forward”
into daylight saving time during summer
months and “fall back” to standard time
in the winter.
“As our neighbours in the western
United States move toward permanent
daylight saving time, it’s a good time
to think about what will work best for
British Columbia,” said Premier John
Horgan. “I invite people to consider our
options and take part in an online survey

that will help us decide whether to leave
things as they are or if it’s time to make
a change.”
The online survey will be available
until July 19 at the link below. The survey
website has background information on
the history of time observance in British
Columbia and the impact of various
options, such as changes to the timings
of sunrise and sunset at different times
of year. The survey takes approximately
five minutes to complete.
In addition to the online survey,
organizations and individuals are invited
to provide written submissions about

time observance, which affects many
key BC industries, such as agriculture
and transportation.
“I know many people will have
strong preferences on this complex
question, and this is an opportunity
to express them and help government
decide our next steps,” Premier Horgan
said. “As we monitor what’s happening
in other jurisdictions, I look forward to
input from British Columbians on how
to set our clocks throughout the year.”
Learn more about daylight saving
time and complete the survey here:
engage.gov.bc.ca/daylightsavingtime/.
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Linden Lane Farms hosts public tour, Sunday, June 16
techniques such as eliminating pests
through the application of predatory
insects instead of pesticides. Matthew’s
grandma Willow Carr was the farm
pioneer and helped ‘cultivate’ his interest
in growing things from an early age.
By the time he was in grade 11, he had
built his own landscape plant nursery
in Bonnington. His grandparents still
raise cattle, goats, chickens and sheep
and lease just over four acres of the farm
to Matthew for commercial cultivation.
Matthew credits the dedicated efforts
of family and employees in the success
of the farm.
“Going to school taught me book
smarts but the farm teaches me trial and
error,” said Matthew. “Nature does what
she wants; ultimately she’s the boss and
we always have to be ready to adapt.”
Linden Lane is helping to pioneer
the BC cultivation of haskaps, also
known as the edible blue honeysuckle
or honeyberry. Although it dates back
to ancient Japan, the Carrs are growing
and trialing many cultivars developed
at the University of Saskatchewan for
improved fruit qualities such as size and
flavour. A native haskap can be found
growing wild across Canada’s boreal
shield but tends to be bitter tasting.
There are also plans to cultivate new
cultivars of hardy kiwis, lingonberries,
elderberries, figs, currants, grapes, dwarf
sour cherries, saskatoons, blueberries
and blackberries in their experimental
orchard, as well as develop dwarfing
apple and cherry rootstocks for grafting.
The farm produces strawberries and
raspberries for local markets.
But it’s vegetables that are the lion’s
share of the farm’s production – over 150
varieties planted in rows that stretch to
the horizon. Linden Lane has a contract

to supply the Kootenay Co-op with soilgrown greenhouse English cucumbers
as well as their signature salad greens.
In total, close to 1,000 English cukes
per week are produced at peak season.
UV-treated ground cloth and plastic
mulches are used under the vegetables
to help retain moisture, reduce weed
pressure, and optimize soil temperatures.
Looking at the long, picture-perfect
rows of leaf lettuce it’s clear that healthy
veggies can be grown without chemical
assistance and still look great for market.
Root crops such as carrots are planted
as pelleted seeds with precision seeders
to avoid the time-consuming labour of
thinning. A power harrow is used to
blend just the top couple inches of soil
to deplete surface weed seeds rather
than rototilling, which some believe
can damage the natural layers of soil
biome and bring dormant weed seeds to
the surface. Heavy equipment can also
cause problems with soil compaction,
which is avoided by using small walkbehind tractors.
“It was hard for me letting go of
rototilling,” said Andrew, “but in the
end I was converted to the new method
when we saw the results.”
Andrew, Matthew’s father, is
one of the Tool Guardians for the
Kootenay Local Agriculture Society
(KLAS). KLAS offers a large range of
equipment for small-scale farming and
homesteading for rent to the public and
to members. Part of the tour included the
Tool School presentation to demonstrate
the use of any of the BCS tractor
implements. Andrew hopes to offer the
Tool School event annually to improve
public awareness, demonstrate tool uses
and reduce equipment damage when
out on rental.

PHOTO CREDIT: ART JOYCE

by Art Joyce
Visitors were given a rare
opportunity to see how a large-scale
commercial organic farm is run when
Linden Lane Farms opened its gates to
the public on Sunday, June 16. Matthew
Carr and his father Andrew guided
visitors on a tour showing how the latest
techniques and equipment can be applied
to a successful agricultural business
without using harmful chemicals. The
event was organized by Hailey Troock
of Young Agrarians, who was also there
to explain how YA’s Land Matching
Program is helping solve the problem
of getting young farmers onto the land
again. About 30 people – mostly farmers
or market gardeners from across the
West Kootenay – showed up for the tour
and Kootenay Local Agriculture Society
Tool School presentation.
The Carr family has been on this
Krestova farm in the south Slocan Valley
for three generations. It’s one of the rare
large pieces of agricultural land in the
West Kootenay – 150 acres – situated on
mostly level ground ideal for cultivation.
In addition to supplying retail outlets,
Linden Lane supplies produce at two
farmers’ markets per week in Nelson, a
35-member CSA (community supported
agriculture) box program, and a spring
plant nursery.
Visitors were required to step in a
sterilizing footbath before entering the
fields and greenhouses to prevent the
potential spread of soil-borne pathogens
that are difficult to manage organically,
such as white rot in garlic.
Matthew Carr had just returned
from accepting his bachelor’s of science
degree, majoring in horticulture science,
from the University of Saskatchewan
and is applying cutting edge bio-control

Canada’s farming population
is shrinking, with less than 2% of
Canadians working on farms. Add to
that the fact that soaring real estate costs
have put agricultural land out of reach
for most young farmers and you have a
crisis. The average age of farmers now
is 55, with most of them supplementing
their income with off-farm jobs. The
Young Agrarians, explained Hailey
Troock, seek to reverse that trend
through its BC Land Matching Program.
Modeled after similar programs in
Quebec, the BCLMP was launched
in 2016 and its UMAP, a searchable
inventory of farmers and farms across
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the province, can match young farmers
with farm owners willing to long-term
lease rather than sell their land. Young
Agrarian advisers such as Troock can
help guide young farmers through lease
agreements. The program is supported
in our region by the Columbia Basin
Trust. Watch for upcoming educational
events from YA, including more farm
tours in Creston and Windermere this
summer and fall.
For more information visit: www.
lindenlanefarms.ca, www.klasociety.
org, and youngagrarians.org.

VILLAGE OF
NEW DENVER
PUBLIC NOTICES

ANNUAL REPORT

Residents of the Village of New Denver are requested to take notice that
pursuant to Sections 98 of the Community Charter, the Village of New
Denver’s 2019 Annual Report is now available for public inspection at the
Village of New Denver Municipal Office, 115 Slocan Avenue, New Denver,
B.C. on weekdays (except statutory holidays) between the hours of 9:00
am and 4:00 pm.
Pursuant to Section 99 of the Community Charter, Council will consider
submissions and questions from the public regarding the 2019 Annual Report
at the July 9, 2019 Regular Meeting, scheduled for 7:00 pm, in the Village
of New Denver Council Chambers, 115 Slocan Avenue, New Denver, B.C.

PROPERTY TAXES

Matthew Carr explains to visitors how Linden Lane Farm greenhouses produce 1,000 long English cukes per week for market without using
pesticides. The farm tour was co-hosted by the Young Agrarians.

Property owners of the Village of New Denver are reminded that 2019
Property Taxes have been mailed out. Property Tax Payments are due on
Monday, July 15, 2019. A 10% penalty will be applied to all amounts that are
outstanding after the payment deadline. Eligible residents must return the
completed Home Owner Grant claim form to the Village Office by the July
15 deadline, in order to avoid penalty. Payments may be made in person at
the Village Office (by cash, cheque or debit), by mail, or online through the
Kootenay Savings Credit Union.

WATERING RESTRICTIONS

Residents are reminded that watering restrictions are currently in effect and
the use of sprinklers is prohibited between 10:00 am and 6:00 pm on any day.

BC REDRESS COMMUNITY
CONSULTATION

New Denver and area residents have an opportunity to participate in the BC
Redress Community Consultation Meeting on July 24, 2019, 3:00 TO 5:30
pm at the Knox Hall, 521 6th Avenue, New Denver. The National Association
for Japanese Canadians will conduct a series of community consultation
meetings across BC to provide community members a voice in offering recommendations for redress and legacy initiatives to the Government of British
Columbia. To register, go to: https://najcnewdenver.eventbrite.ca .
115 Slocan Avenue · P.O. Box 40, New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
(250) 358-2316 · office@newdenver.ca · www.newdenver.ca

10

The Valley Voice July 4, 2019

COMMUNITY

The New Denver Hospice Society launched its new logo and marketing materials, and new services in grief and bereavement care on June 26 at
its newly renovated office. Pictured here are society directors, volunteers and coordinator Sandra Smith, some sporting tops with the new logo.
Check out the updated website at newdenverhospice.com.

Among the guests at the celebration of the Vallican Heritage Hall restoration were siblings Ed and
Kathie Varney, who went to school at the little red schoolhouse in the late 1950s and early 1960s.
Constructed as a one-room schoolhouse (grades 1-6) in 1930, the building served as a school
until 1968 and since then as a community hall. It was transferred to the Vallican Heritage Hall
Society in the 1980s. Over the past three years, the hall has undergone an extensive restoration
and revitalization, thanks to the society, contractor Chris Swetland, and the Columbia Basin Trust.
To inquire about renting the hall, contact Stephanie at 226-7448 or VHHS4192@gmail.com.

Studio Connexion featuring Maureen Maryka
submitted
The third exhibition of the Summer
Series at Studio Connexion Art Gallery
is a new collection of landscape
paintings from Maureen Maryka. The
show and sale started July 3 and runs
through Saturday July 20. The opening
reception is on Friday, July 5 from
5 to 8 pm when the artist will be in
attendance to meet and greet attendees.
Curator Anne Béliveau is often

asked how she finds artists for the
exhibitions at Studio Connexion,
and says it is truly by research and
contacts from networking with artists
and other galleries. The members of
the Federation of Canadian Artists are
also an excellent source, as well as
social media. This new artist, Maureen
Maryka, is an active member of the
Federation.
Maryka was raised in Calgary and

Open Sun. 11-3 • 411 Kootenay St, Nelson

attended the Alberta College of Art at
the University of Calgary and later
completed her BA in English at the
University of Victoria. After spending
many summers on Quadra Island,
she and her husband decided to move
there permanently. She works in her
beautiful timber frame studio where
she can see Discovery Passage.
She paints mostly in acrylics and
is influenced by the Impressionists
and Post-Impressionists, the Group
of Seven and many current artists.
She believes colour and light are the
essence of painting and that nature
provides constant inspiration and a
beautiful palette. Vibrant colours are
especially important to the artist.
The following exhibition features

Ursula Abresch from New Denver
who will be showing a new series of
photographs prepared especially for the
cultural space of Studio Connexion.
This fine photographer is the featured
artist during the Columbia Basin
Culture Tour on August 10–11.
Studio Connexion is located at 203
Fifth Avenue NW just off Broadway

Street in the heart of Nakusp. Gallery
hours are 11 am to 4 pm, Tuesday to
Saturday. Other times can be arranged
by contacting Anne Béliveau at 250265-3586. More than 12 other fine
artists works also can be found at
the gallery: landscapes, wildlife and
abstracts. Follow the gallery daily posts
at facebook.com/studioconnexion.

Detail from Maureen Maryka’s Rushing Past Autumn.

Duncan River Bridge closure
The Duncan River Bridge will
be closed to all traffic between 10
am and 2 pm on Tuesday, July 9
and on Wednesday, July 10, 2019.
The bridge provides the only access
to Argenta and beyond. It is located
approximately 40 kilometres north
of Kaslo on Argenta Road near
Hwy 31.

Khalid Mohammad, president
of Online Contructors Ltd, says the
RDCK is putting together a plan in
the event of an emergency.
Online Constructors Ltd. is
replacing a rotting girder on one
of the bridge spans. The company
expects to be working on the bridge
until the beginning of August.

JVH GRAD
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JV Humphries Valedictorian Speech
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by Ember Hartland and Kelly
Pearson
Hello mothers, fathers, siblings,
friends, teachers, pickers, grinners,
lovers, sinners. My name is Ember
Hartland and I’m Kelly Pearson and
we have been chosen as this year’s
valedictorians. We are so glad to be
surrounded by the people we love to
celebrate this accomplishment.
Ember: I could stand here and
tell you all about greatness and that
you’re going to achieve it. But what
is that to you? Is it being famous?
Having your dream job? Finding
your soulmate? Owning a house?
Travelling? Being happy? Going to
school? Not going to school? All
valid, you don’t need me to tell you
that. The beauty of it is that happiness
comes in many forms, and after all
it is the most important thing in life.
Kelly: When I joined this class I
was absolutely terrified. We have all

grown up a lot since then, some grown
together, some apart. That is just the
way life is. But through it all, the
acceptance I felt then has continued
through the years.
Ember: I have been here my
whole education. The fact that
I’ve been here since kindergarten
(periwinkle too if you’re counting)
means I’ve seen it all. The kids who
came, the kids who left, the friends the
enemies, crushes, and the drama. At
one time or another I’ve been friends
with everyone in this class. Luckily
enough some of my best friends are
people I’ve met at this school. Though
often dismissed, this school is the
place I grew up and became me. We
are a passionate class, though not all
academically driven we are driven
nonetheless.
Kelly: We are all very lucky
to have been able to grow up here,
in Kaslo. And we would like to

thank this community of weird and
wonderful people. Kaslo has never
failed to support its teens no matter
how dumb we were when we were
younger. We are thankful for how
you have stuck with us and helped
us become the people you see before
you. I personally know that I have
always been excited to surround
myself in concrete buildings; but
living here among the lake and the
trees has given us an appreciation of
nature that many others do not get to
experience. I hope that being here in
Kaslo has inspired us all to take care
of our planet in all the ways that it
needs.
Ember: Now the future is a scary
thing, we all know this. It’s a mysteryfilled story that you are writing on
your own. In the last four years I’ve
gone from fearing it to never being
more excited. Everyone here has the
opportunity to learn, travel and pursue

our passions.
Kelly: I never knew if I was a
person who was able to inspire, so
instead I’ll look to you all sitting up
here with me. Every one of you has
inspired me, all in different ways and
at different times. Whether it was your
confidence, your intelligence, your
passion, your humour, or just by being
your unapologetic selves, you have all
inspired me to try and see all those
things within myself. Janis Joplin once
said “Don’t compromise yourself.
You’re all you’ve got.” You all have
in some way shaped the person I am
today into someone who is strong,
someone who will not compromise.
For that I am immensely grateful.
Ember: High School is not an
easy feat. Most of us have struggled,
even if you think you haven’t. Through
lost friendships, divorce and sickness,
we are all here, and for that I am
grateful. Everyone should understand

how lucky we are to be here and be
fortunate enough to have made it.
Kelly: Sitting on this stage is not
a thing that everyone is able to do.
We must not sell ourselves short on
this accomplishment. It may not have
been easy but as Led Zeppelin once
wrote “Upon us all a little rain must
fall.” If you asked the adults here if
they would return to their high school
years I’m pretty sure most of them
would shudder and say, “oh god no.”
But here we are, we have conquered
them. We are victorious.
Ember: We would like to thank
our parents, our teachers, everyone
down at Lakeside as well as our
friends and last but not least everyone
who has come out to celebrate with
us today.
Kelly: In the words of Spongebob
Squarepants: “You never know
the true value of a moment until it
becomes a memory.”

by Jan McMurray
The JV Humphries graduation
ceremony took place June 22.
Principal Dan Rude described the
class as “a group of young people who
take their lives seriously but also know
how to have fun.”
School Trustee Dawn Lang
told the grads that although their
successes are more immediately
gratifying, their setbacks will bring
them resilience. “Instead of letting
your disappointments discourage
you, let them make you work harder
to succeed,” she said.
School District Secretary-

Treasurer Michael McLellan was
up next. He said Mr. Rude had sent
him the students’ list of quotes for
the yearbook and after reading them,
he thought it would have been fun to
attend high school with them. “You all
have a great sense of humour and that
will be useful,” he said.
MP Wayne Stetski sent his regrets
and a message for Mr. Rude to read
aloud. “You are the future,” he said.
“You may not recognize it now but
you are far more powerful than you
know… It is within your power to
transform Canada into a greener, more
equitable and just society.”

Teacher Grace Broadfoot was the
guest speaker. She listed many things
the students had already experienced
and achieved – international trips,
hiking and canoeing trips, drama
productions, art shows, talent shows,
inspiring young people to play sports,
and raising awareness of LGBTQ+.
She remembered back to the different
things she did while trying to find her
way in her young adulthood, and how
hard she was on herself. “Figuring out
what you don’t like doing is equally
as important as figuring out what you
do like,” she said.
Broadfoot advised the students

to learn from their mistakes, and
to continue to be open-minded
and passionate. She concluded on
a humourous note. “Follow your
passion, stay true to yourself and never
follow anyone else’s path unless you
are stuck in the woods and see a path
– then by all means, follow it!”
Rosemarie Smith thanked
Broadfoot for her speech and for
her “amazing” outdoor education
program.
Ember Hartland and Margaret
Cuell thanked Liz Ingles for provided
a safe space for them and being “the
perfect role model.”
Cheyenne Carr and Will Halleran
thanked Mr. Patience, Lakeside
Learning Centre teacher who is
retiring after a 40-year teaching career.
Bry Daniels and Rosemarie Smith
thanked Ms. Feeney, school secretary,
who also just completed her last year
at the school and is now retired.
Valedictorians Ember Hartland
and Kelly Pearson gave their address,
followed by the candle lighting

ceremony. When the candle was lit
for the drama program, the students
recognized Jill Holland, who is
passing the program on to another
teacher starting next year. Holland
headed up the drama program for
30 years.
Scholarships and diplomas were
presented. Ms. Meleana Terlingen
and Mr. Rude thanked the scholarship
donors, who generously provided
over $43,000 in scholarships for the
students.

JV Humphries, Kaslo graduation ceremony, June 22

Fyfe Wiltse receives her diploma from principal Dan Rude. Fyfe also received the first annual Front St. Market - Rowan Wiltse Firecracker Award
in memory of her sister Rowan, who “lit up the sky with her smile and sense of humour” and was “an explosion of colour and light” during her
short life. Rude said Rowan had strength, grace and determination, and that Fyfe was her “most beloved treasure.”

Congratulations
Graduates!
Live
healthy,
shine bright

JVH GRAD
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JVH Class of 2019: Cody Chambers, Margaret Cuell, Jeszeka Matto, Emily Early, Brianna Steinmann, Rosemarie Smith, Fyfe Wiltse, Nikeely Clegg-Szuta, Jordan McKinney, William Halleran, Brendan McIntyre, Elijah Havers, Kelly Pearson,
Ember Hartland, Zoe Dwyer, Austin Tremblay. Front row: Cheyenne Carr, Bry Daniels, Sienna Geche-Clarke.

JVH
Scholarships
and bursaries

Cheyenne Carr: Barry Butler
Memorial, Kaslo Community
Forest Trades, Western Community
Foundations.
Nikeely Clegg-Szuta: Ernie Gare
Athletic, Victorian Hospital of Kaslo
Auxiliary Society, Nelson Rotary
Club, BC Excellence Award, Kootenay
Lake Principals and Vice Principals

Association, Howard Green Memorial,
Kaslo Legion Ladies Auxiliary,
District/Authority Scholarship.
Margaret Cuell: Jack McDowell,
Edie Allen, Kootenay Lake Teachers
Association.
Bry Daniels: Horatio Alger, BC
School Superintendents Association,
Dalhousie Entrance Award, Dalhousie
Bursary, Ted Rogers, West Kootenay
Toy Run, CBT Youth Community
Service Award, Hiltrud Rohlmann,
Farmer’s Institute, Kaslo Legion
Ladies Auxiliary, District/Authority

Congratulations
Grads

Go confidently in the
directions of your
dreams

Congratulations Grads
and best wishes for your
future!

Scholarship.
Zoe Dwyer: Parents Advisory
Council JVH, Village of Kaslo, Parents
Advisory Council Lakeside.
Sienna Geche-Clarke: Farmers
Institute, Kaslo Masonic Lodge #25,
Royal Canadian Legion Poppy fund,
Georgia Ethel McKeown Bursary.
Ember Hartland: Sinclair
Memorial, Howard Green, Bob
Douglas Memorial.
Elijah Havers: Kaslo Golf Club,
Bob Douglas Memorial, Howard
Green, Ernie Gare.

Jeszeka Matto: Shelagh
Leathwood/Kathy Wynnychuck
Memorial, Larry MacNicol Memorial.
Kelly Pearson: North Kootenay
Lake Arts and Heritage Council,
Aya Higashi, District/Authority
Scholarship, Royal Canadian Legion
Gaming.
Rosemarie Smith: Alan Hoshizaki
Memorial, Hiltrud Rohlmann Bursary
First Generation, District/Authority
Scholarship.
Brianna Steinmann: Kaslo Golf
Club, Royal Canadian Legion Gaming

Best wishes to
all of our Grads!

Congratulations
to the Class of
2019!

Congratulations Grad 2019!!!

— Open every day —

willowhomegallery.com
KASLO

We are proud of the
entire graduating
class of 2019

Congratulations
and Best Wishes
to the
J. V. Humphries
Class of 2019!

Kaslo Building
Supplies
250-353-7628

Congratulations to
the Class of 2019!

Toll-free: 1-888-244-3977

Congratulations to
the J.V. Humphries
graduating class
of 2019!

fund, Kootenay Savings Credit Union.
Austin Tremblay: JV Humphries,
Kaslo Masonic Lodge, Aboriginal
Education, Columbia Power, Kootenay
Lake Teachers Association.
Fyfe Wiltse: Kaslo Jazz Society,
Howard Green, Nelson Rotary, Front
St. Market - Rowan Wiltse Firecracker
Award.
Grade 11 students off to Youth
Train in Trades at Selkirk for their
grade 12 year: Rosie Carter (Kaslo
Community Forest), Jaden Smith
(Royal Canadian Legion Poppy fund).

Front St, Kaslo • 250-353-2566
figmentscanada.com

Congratulations
Graduates!
Congratulations &
best wishes to the 2019
Graduating Class of
J. V. Humphries School!
The Sky is the
limit, Graduates!
Set your sights
high

Front Street
Market
Kaslo, BC

Never forget where
you came from!

Congratulations,
Graduates!
Supporting your
health & wellness

Kaslo & New Denver
Community Pharmacy
250-353-2224

403 Front Street • Kaslo, BC

May you be guided by
your heart, inspired
by your dreams and
motivated by your
knowledge. All the
best!

Aimee Watson
Director Area D
RDCK

Congratulations,
graduates!
From the crew at
Woodbury’s and
JB’s Pub
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MSSS Class of 2019, Front row: Chloe Zdebiak, Asraia Mayer, Jerika Perepolkin, Olivia Smith, Katie Lisk, Willow Belanger, Avery Kooznetsoff, Eeana Alhstrom-Cotton, Haley Burgoon, Tayven Skerratt. Second row: Kane Cho, Leif
Nowaczynski, Meagan Mackintosh, Sabine Reese-Steinraths, Jersey Hay, Shenoa Stoltz, Lilli Matern, Ashtyn Maki, Hunter Daley. Third row: Justin McKnight, Victor Minogue, Craegar Walsh, Jonathan Woods, Jacob Vollweiter, Sylus Warren,
Brayden Peters, Blair Sookro, Joshua Sookorukoff. Back row: Hugh Cho, Kayl Smith, Jaden Faynor, Cayden Wahoski, Evan Walker, Milo Loran, James Lerch, Michael Carey, Barrett Williams, Felix McMillian.

Mt. Sentinel
Awards,
scholarships and
bursaries

Eeana Ahlstrom-Cotton: Aboriginal
Education Award, Metis Sash, PAC
Scholarship. Willow Belanger:
Kootenay Savings Scholarship. Haley
Burgoon: Aboriginal Education Award.
KyungHyun Cho: Selkirk College Board
of Governors Entrance Scholarship,
Slocan Valley Legion Branch 276.

KyungIn Cho: Selkirk College Board
of Governors Entrance Scholarship,
Slocan Valley Co-operative Community
Development Bursary. Hunter Daley:
Masonic Lodge Scholarship. Ryuu
Davey: Masonic Lodge Scholarship,
Mt. Sentinel Yearbook. Jersey Hay:
Selkirk College Board of Governors
Entrance Scholarship, Columbia
Power Corporation, Kootenay Lake
PVP Association, Kyle Zarchikoff,
Rotary Scholarship, District Dogwood
Authority Award. Avery Kooznetsoff:
Selkirk Paving Scholarship, Arrow
Lakes Tugboat Society. James Lerch:

Ken Savinkoff Major Award, Devon
Dunkley, Yellowhead Road and Bridge
Award, District: Richard Scholarship,
Columbia Basin Trust Youth
Community Service Award, Heritage
Credit Union. Katie Lisk: Service
Award (Major Award), Columbia
Basin Trust Youth Community Service
Award, Mt. Sentinel Student Council,
Kootenay Lake Hospital Auxiliary.
Milo Loran: Selkirk College Board
of Governors Entrance Scholarship,
Slocan Valley Legion Branch 276.
Caleb Marten-Ruebsaat: District: Carol
Sing Bursary, WEG Scholarship, Dick

2019

Fowler Memorial Entrance Scholarship,
McEwan & Co Law Corp, Selkirk
College Board of Governors Entrance
Scholarship. Nick Ostrikoff: Dig
Garden Centre. Jerika Perepolkin:
Selkirk College Board of Governors
Entrance Scholarship, Kootenay-Slocan
Lions Bursary, Robert Boyer Memorial
Business Administration Entrance
Scholarship. Kayl Smith: Mountain
Valley Station, Winlaw Alumni
Scholarship. Olivia Smith: Rotary
Scholarship. Joshua Sookorukoff:
CMAW Local 2300 Bursary. Blair
Sookro: Nelson Minor Hockey Bursary,

Congratulations to
The Mount Sentinel Class
of 2019
and best wishes for
your future from

Retired Teachers Scholarship, Katrine
Conroy. Shenoa Stoltz: Governor
General’s Award (Major Award).
Cayden Wahoski: Slocan Valley Cooperative Community Development
Bursary. Evan Walker: Brent Kennedy
Memorial Award (Major Award),
Selkirk College Board of Governors
Entrance Scholarship, Mt. Sentinel PVP
Award, District Dogwood Authority
Award, Heritage Credit Union. Jonathan
Woods: Brent Kennedy Elementary
School PAC Scholarship, Coca-Cola
Canada Bottling Ltd. Chloe Zdebiak:
PAC Scholarship.

Congratulations Graduates!
As you make your way in
the world, never forget
where you came from...
Walter
Popoff
Director,
Area H, RDCK
(Slocan Valley)

Congratulations
to the Mt. Sentinel
graduating class of
2019. May you be
successful in all your
future endeavours!

For a good life, try to get
the best education
you can
get!

Don’t be afraid to take a big step if
one is indicated; you can’t cross a
chasm in two small jumps.
– David Lloyd George

Congratulations
to the
Class of 2019!

Best of Luck,
graduates!

GROCERIES/ORGANICS/LOTTO/LIQUOR

wishes the 2019 Graduating
Class every success!
Slocan • 250-355-2433

Congratulations
to all the 2019
Graduates! Good
Luck from all of us
at Emery Herbals.
5729 HWY 6 WINLAW
250 226 7744

Congratulations
Class of
2019 on your
success!

Slocan
Valley
Co-op
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MT SENTINEL GRAD

Mt. Sentinel Valedictorian Speech
by Evan Walker and Katie Lisk
Katie: First off we’d like to say
congratulations guys, we finally
made it. We are very honoured to be
standing here today delivering this
speech on behalf of the graduating
class of 2019.

Evan: Wow, this is it, eh? Today
is the day we’ve thought about for
years and now it’s finally happening.
These are the last few hours we have
before we move into the next and
most exciting stages of our lives. As
we leave this school we must not

Kootenay Furnace

Slocan City • 250-355-0088

Congratulations to the 2019
Graduating Class of
Mount Sentinel School!

forget the values we have learned
during our time at both Mount
Sentinel and Sequoia. These values
will be what we fall back on when we
hit the speed bumps of life.
Katie: At this time we’d like
to reflect on the friends we’ve
gained and memories we’ve made
together…
A fond memory of mine from
elementary school and a great
learning experience for some of us
is to not wear an all white outfit while
playing cops and robbers in the forest
Evan: A great memory I have is
when I participated in the school’s
annual Revelstoke ski trip, which
I’ve been going on since grade 9.
Being with my friends and enjoying
the great snow is what made it so
memorable. Even though the trips
back were probably the stinkiest bus
rides of my whole life.
Katie: During the time that we’ve
attended Mount Sentinel and Sequoia
we have learned many things, some
which we will remember till old
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age and some things we’ve already
forgotten. Some things that we won’t
forget are the memories and laughs
that we’ve shared with the staff.
Evan: I won’t forget Mr.
Simpson’s gluten free cookies. While
they may be gluten free, these cookies
are not to be underestimated. They
sent me back to a simpler time when
I first fell in love with chocolate chip
cookies. This won’t be the only thing
we’ll remember about Mr. Simpson.
When word got out that he retired
this year everyone was pretty sad to
see him go.
Katie: The first person I would
like to mention is Joe Moreira. Oh,
Joe, I don’t know where to start. You
truly are a great teacher and have a
great sense of humour. Joe has been
working at this school for 42 years.
And there’s a good chance that he’s
taught you, as well as your kids. If
you ask me, I don’t know how he’s
still doing it. All I can say Joe is
retirement will treat you really well
– if that ever happens.
Evan: Mr Leeming, why are we
not already friends on Facebook,
dude? While our friendship means
more than being a Facebook friend,
boy am I excited to add you as soon
as I graduate. Whether it be talking
about a new game release or just
looking at memes, your sense of
humour is unforgettable… also I
guess you’re pretty good at teaching.
Katie: Ms. Anderton,
miraculously you found a way to
keep us engaged in class even when
it felt like the day would never end.
We especially had a great time
listening to you read Lullabies for
Little Criminals. That will never be
forgotten.
Evan: Teachers like Ms. Hewson
have always made the school feel
like a welcoming place. During my
last ski trip in Revelstoke, I noticed
Ms. Hewson’s snowboard read

250-226-7339

“Everybody’s a friend on a pow day”
I couldn’t agree more, and it made
me realize how it mirrors her friendly
personality so well.
Katie: And last but not least,
Mr. Campbell, we thank you for all
of your generous and unconditional
support through the years. We know
that we are missing a lot of the
teachers, but we would like to thank
all of you for what you do to help
make this school a welcoming, caring
place.
Evan: Often those behind the
scenes who work tirelessly to ensure
we come to a clean and organized
school go unnoticed and unthanked.
We’d like to take this opportunity to
applaud our school’s secretaries, bus
drivers, custodians and TAs. There is
no job too small or unimportant and
we thank you.
Katie: We are also very thankful
for our families. We appreciate the
love you put in to raise us into the
people we are today. We would also
like to thank the grad committee
parents who helped make this event
possible.
Evan: As our speech comes
to an end, we would like to leave
our fellow grads with a quote that
might help with the anxiety they are
experiencing at this stage in their life.
As the American physicist and avid
bongo player Richard Feynman once
said, “Nobody ever figures out what
life is all about and it doesn’t matter.
Explore the world. Nearly everything
is really interesting if you go into it
deeply enough.”
Katie: Congratulations to the
grad class of 2019. We wish you
the best of luck in the future. And
thank you all for coming out to
celebrate this time with us. I have
prepared a few words that I feel
passionate about. As valedictorian, I
am supposed to represent this year’s
graduates. Many of my classmates
acknowledge climate change and
agree that it’s the most important
topic facing our generation. I would
like to remind everyone in this
gymnasium that we have the power
to reverse global warming and that
every action taken to combat it is a
step in the right direction. I encourage
everyone to research and learn more
about climate change and to educate
friends and family who might not
understand what’s at stake. Thanks,
and remember, Stay Classy Sentinel!
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Second annual Summer Breeze Music & Art Party promises to delight
arts, and culture during the second annual
Summer Breeze Music and Art Party
taking place at the grounds of Mama
Sita’s Cafe from 4 pm to midnight.

This family-friendly, free event will
feature visual art displays, live music,
dance and theatre performances, live
art-to-music, community art, night art,

marketplace and free face painting for
children. With support from Creative
BC, the province of British Columbia,
the CKCA, and the Slocan Valley

PHOTO CREDIT: JESSE SCHPAKOWSKI

submitted
On Saturday, July 13, a diverse array
of visual and performing artists will
come together for a celebration of music,

RhythmDance Drum Orchestra

Mount Sentinel and Sequoia graduation ceremony, June 21
by Jan McMurray
The graduation ceremony for
Mount Sentinel Secondary and Sequoia
graduates was held June 21.
Andrea Mann did the Aboriginal
acknowledgement. She had been at a
National Aboriginal Day celebration
earlier, where the two sides of the eagle
feather – celebration and seriousness
– reminded her of the grads. They
are celebrating as well as taking the
responsibility of entering the adult world.
Dr. Christine Perkins, superintendent,
reminded the students of their good
fortune to have grown up in BC, where
the public education system is one of
the top in the world, and in the Slocan
Valley, where there are opportunities for
outdoor recreation and wildlife viewing,

and where organic fruits and vegetables
are readily available from small local
farms. She advised them to always be
kind, open and to keep on learning. “We
need you to help us make the world a
better place.”
Trustee Sharon Nazaroff brought
greetings from the board of education
and wished the grads success.
Principal Glen Campbell said this
was one of the smallest grad classes
in about 20 years, but noted that the
class was remarkable in that it raised
over $12,000 and that it included seven
Sequoia grads, a record number. He
advised them to find something they like
to do and to pursue it.
The grads chose Mr. Brian Simpson
as their teacher speaker. Simpson, who

retired in January, told humourous stories
about the students and thanked them for
“all the fun we had.” He concluded his
speech on a serious note. “This is the
most amazing and best school I have had
the opportunity to teach at. The students
here are kind and caring and positive and
mature and in a respectful way immature
and silly… I feel so lucky and special
that I was able to have eight years at
this school.” He thanked everyone in
the room. “You’ve had a huge impact
on my life.”
James Lerch and Lads performed for
the musical interlude, followed by the
Valedictorian address by Evan Walker
and Katie Lisk.

Katie then made a special
presentation on behalf of the class to
Slocan Valley Community Legacy
Society representative Brian Euerby – a
donation of $2,000 to go towards youth
mental health initiatives.
Major School Awards were
presented: the Governor General’s
Award to Shenoa Stoltz, the Mount
Sentinel Service Award to Katie Lisk,
the Ken Savinkoff Memorial Award to
James Lerch, and the Brent Kennedy
Memorial Award to Evan Walker.
Students were presented with their
graduation certificates and scholarships,
and left the stage in the Candle and Rose
Ceremony.

Community Arts Council, organizer
Marilyn Hatfield aims to make the arts
accessible to all and to foster artistic
connections within the Kootenay region
thereby building a more vibrant arts
sector in the region.
A stellar line-up of Kootenay talent
featuring Holly and Jon, Soundserious,
Eva Tree, Diemm, Miss Marmot,
RhythmDance Drum Orchestra, Kesavah
and many more will provide the musical
backdrop for this lively celebration.
Throughout the event, you are
invited to contribute to a community
mural and try your hand at the art of paint
pouring under the guidance of seasoned
liquid aura artist Sherry Heyliger. This
year, Brian Monteith and Buck Walker
will spearhead the live art-to-music
portion of the event by creating a
large collaborative work of art whose
production will span the entire event.
For details, please visit:
summerbreezefestival.ca

COMMUNITY
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New Denver council, June 25: Mayor suggests investing in garbage burning generator
by Katrine Campbell
• Councillor Colin Moss reported
on the RDCK board meeting June
19. A delegation (Rob Gay, chair of
the Regional Broadband Committee,
and Dave Lampron, chief operating
officer of Columbia Basin Broadband
Corporation) attended to talk
about ‘last mile’ service from the
broadband backbone to individual
customers and businesses. Moss
described it as “the elephant in the
room when it comes to fibre line
being run through the Slocan Valley
to just north of Nakusp.” They also
discussed the introduction of 5G
technology; Lampron’s opinion was
it requires significant investment in
infrastructure and it would be some
time before it came to small rural
areas.
Also on the agenda was an
update regarding the transition of
RDCK recycling depots to Recycle
BC, which is having trouble finding
haulers for materials; the district
will ask Waste Management for
a four-month extension of their
contract. Another problem is that
Recycle BC is only responsible
for residential printed paper and
packaging, leaving institutional,
industrial and commercial paper
waste dependent on the private sector
or local governments. The board
approved sending a letter to UBCM

Kaslo Window and
Gutter Cleaning
is now accepting
new clients!
Professional services.
9 years experience.
Over 250 happy clients.
Schedule a window or
gutter cleaning by email:
KasloWG@gmail.com
or phone: 250 353 3291

Our valley’s green
grocer since 1990

• Fresh
• Organic
• Wholesome
1290 Hwy #6
Crescent Valley
250-359-7323
– Open daily –

(Closed Christmas & New Year’s day)

asking for a change to include nonresidential paper waste.
Finally, they discussed the
‘Chinese National Sword,’ that
country’s latest and strictest
regulation on imports of solid
wastes as raw materials. The policy
bans various plastic, paper and
solid waste, resulting in a strain on
recycling systems worldwide so
much of the material will now go
to landfills.
“The landfill regulations are
tightening,” said Mayor Leonard
Casley “and the backroads are
going to be full [of illegally dumped
garbage]. We need to look at
something totally different.”
He suggested the Village explore
the possibility of burning garbage for
power, with a zero emissions burning
plant. “It’s something for the longterm future.”
• Acting CAO Catherine Allaway
asked council to think about who
would go to the Union of BC
Municipalities conference this fall,
and which ministers or ministry
staff they want to meet with. Moss,

whose way would be paid by the
RDCK as the Village’s director, is
unable to go and asked if his alternate
would be allowed to go in his place.
Council agreed that a meeting with
Health officials was their number
one priority.
• Councillor John Fyke reported
on the Economic Development
Commission meeting. The general
consensus is to seek more Rural
Dividend funding to keep the Slocan
Valley Economic Development
Coordinator going for two more
years. Silverton will take the lead,
applying for a grant, with New
Denver supplying a letter of support.
• Councillor Gerald Wagner said
a ‘go-around’ for the damaged bridge
which has closed the Galena Trail
isn’t feasible. The trail commission
will hire one carpenter and four
labourers to build a new structure. As
a job creation program, the project
could receive funding; anyone with
an Employment Insurance claim
within the last 10 years would be
eligible to apply for the job.
“The trail is quite an economic

driver for us in the summertime,”
noted Casley.
• Council approved authorizing
the mayor to approve and sign all
statements and schedules in the 2018
Statement of Financial Information.
Council will make the 2019 draft
Annual Report available for Public
Inspection. It will consider questions
and submissions from the public at
the July 9 regular council meeting.
• Council approved in-kind
use of the Knox Hall for the New
Denver Hospice Society’s training
program in September. If the hall
is unavailable due to upcoming
renovations, the Village will offer
another suitable venue.
• The council meeting was
suspended so council could go into
Committee of the Whole (CoW)
in order to discuss Rural Dividend
funding. There was much discussion
about what the money could be used
for, but the idea of ‘InvestmentReady New Denver’ seemed to make
the most sense to them. “There are
lots of great ideas but we don’t have
the tax base to develop them,” the

CAO said. “This project would be
the foundation for others.”
The project would conduct
studies, consultation and research
to position the Village for future
investment and growth; it could
include an inventory of available
lands and determine their optimal use.
Village bylaws and policies affecting
development would be reviewed.
Finally, a marketing strategy to
promote New Denver to potential
investors would be developed. The
funding application deadline is
August 15, giving council and staff
time to develop the application.
• Also during the CoW meeting,
Rural Development Regional
Manager Richard Toperczer
announced there would be
community engagement meetings in
the fall regarding broadband. Slocan
Valley Economic Development
Coordinator Ron LeBlanc would lead
the meetings, which will determine
what people in various communities
along the Slocan Valley to Nakusp
fibre-optic line want for their last
mile connections.

by Jan McMurray
• The RDCK has entered in to
an agreement with Selkirk College
for the RDCK Rural Fire Insurance
Research project. This project will
result in a feasibility study regarding
establishing a Kootenays home
insurance provider. This research was
prompted by the high fire insurance
rates faced by rural residents.
• BC Transit proposed two
additional trips to the #99 Kootenay
Connector route between Nelson and
Selkirk College and one additional
trip to the #10 North Shore route
at a cost to the RDCK of $116,802.
Unfortunately, this would require a
significant increase in taxation. The
board decided to ask BC Transit for
the cost of one additional trip on
the #99 and improvements to the
efficient use of hours for the #10
route. The RDCK will also confirm
its interest in continued expansion
of the service.
• The RDCK will respond to
the Ministry of Agriculture’s call
for feedback regarding Class D
and E slaughter licences for smallscale meat producers. Some RDCK
residents have not been able to
access these licences because the
Creston abattoir is in the RDCK.
The Ministry now wants input on
“helping Class D and E licenced
producers reach markets closer to
home by investigating alternative
boundary restrictions for sales, other
than regional districts.” As of June 3,
the ministry has improved conditions
for Class D and E licence holders by
reducing the travel time restriction
to one hour. Before, Class D and E
licences were not recommended to
be issued to people within two hours
of a Class A or B abattoir. As of June
3, that travel time has been reduced
to one hour.
• A letter from a Ministry of
Transportation representative about
the dredging work near the Balfour
ferry terminal asks if some of the

work can be done at night. “If this
dredging could take place at night,
it would significantly accelerate
the work schedule and minimize (if
not eliminate) any day time ferry
schedule disruptions/ delays that the
dredging work may cause during
this period.” The board agreed to the
request, and will ask that no noisy
work occur between midnight and 4
am except when necessary.
• BGC Engineering Inc. will do
the Regional Flood Mapping project
for $3 million, and the Kootenay
Lake Reservoir Inundation Study
(part of the Regional Flood Mapping
Project) for $50,000 with funding
from FortisBC and $1,666.66 from
Areas A, D, E, F, Village of Kaslo
and City of Nelson.
• The RDCK submitted four
resolutions to the June 30 Union of
BC Municipalities convention. The
first calls for historic land title records
to be kept in Kamloops rather than
being moved to Victoria, and risking
loss of quality or misplacement
in the move. The second is about
private unmanaged forest land.
The third calls on the Minister of
Forests, Lands, Natural Resource
Operations and Rural Development
to initiate a review of glyphosate – a
chemical that is toxic for aquatic life
and believed to be responsible for an
81% decline in the Monarch butterfly
population in North America. The
fourth asks Recycle BC to expand
its program to include the industrial,
commercial and institutional sector,
and asks the Ministry of Environment
and Climate Change to mandate that
recyclable material be used for
products such as writing paper, toilet
paper, facial tissue, paper towels,
etc., as well as to eliminate subsidies
on virgin materials such as oil.
Area D
• Glacier Creek Regional Park
improvements scheduled for this
year include up to 12 new campsites;
a small kids’ bike park; a kiosk with

the history of Glacier Creek and
a community bulletin board; an
additional road for a second exit;
and a gate that will be locked for the
winter. Fuel treatment prescriptions
are being developed for the park and
the Rec Sites and Trails campground
above.
• North Kootenay Lake
Community Services will be doing
a feasibility study for a compost
program with $25,000 in Rural
Dividend funding.

Area H
• The boardwalk in disrepair on
the Galena Trail near Denver Siding
will be closed until further notice.
The decision on the federal grant
application that was submitted for the
repair project will not be announced
until the end of the year. In the
meantime, the trail commission will
explore other funding opportunities.
There is a new slough near Alamo
Siding, but trail users can still safely
pass. RDCK is monitoring this.

submitted
Farmers’ markets are an important
way of connecting Columbia Basin
residents with the products of local
farmers. Columbia Basin Trust is
increasing access to fresh, healthy food
by providing even more funding to the
BC Farmers’ Market Nutrition Coupon
Program run by the BC Association of
Farmers’ Markets (BCAFM).
New Denver’s Friday Market has
been added to the program, joining
Kaslo, Nakusp and Nelson, among
others.
The Trust began supporting the
existing provincial program last
year. After a successful first year,
it’s now committing more funding to
the program – $420,000 over three
years. This will enable the program to
eliminate wait lists and add two new
Basin communities. Each year the
program will serve approximately 325
people through 16 farmers’ markets
operating in 14 communities.
The program provides coupons
to lower-income families, seniors and
pregnant women participating in food
literacy programs delivered by eligible
community partners. Recipients receive
coupons valued at $21 each week for 16
weeks. They use these at participating
BCAFM member farmers’ markets
to purchase vegetables, fruits, nuts,
eggs, dairy products, cut herbs, meat
and fish directly from Basin farmers,
supporting the local economy.

“We’ve been very pleased with
this program’s impacts, which is why
we’ve decided to give it even longerterm support,” said Will Nixon, the
Trust’s Senior Manager, Delivery of
Benefits. “In addition to helping make
sure that Basin residents receive the
healthy food they need, this program
helps us deliver on our strategic priority
to foster agricultural production in the
region.”
“Columbia Basin Trust is an
incredible partner of ours, supporting
Basin residents, farmers and farmers’
markets, increasing access to healthy,
fresh food, while boosting the local
economy all at the same time,” said
Heather O’Hara, Executive Director,
BCAFM. “This new contribution will
sustain and expand the reach of this
amazing program in the region for
years to come.”
To become program participants,
Basin residents should contact a local
eligible community organization that
partners with the program. To learn
more, visit bcfarmersmarket.org/
coupon-program/about-program.

RDCK board, June 20: Feasibility study underway for Kootenay home insurance provider

CBT increases support for farmers’ markets

CORRECTION

In the article on the Eagle Graphite
plant on last issue’s front page, we
incorrectly stated that E-One Moli’s
Maple Ridge facility is the only North
American high volume manufacturer
of rechargeable lithium-ion batteries.
Clearly, it’s not the only one.
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KiN extends fibre-optic high speed internet service up the lake
by Jan McMurray
High speed internet service
in communities on the north arm
of Kootenay Lake will be much
improved in September, when

the Kaslo infoNet Society (KiN)
completes its current project –
installing fibre-optic cable in
Kootenay Lake from Kaslo to Shutty
Bench.

“The ability to deliver fibre
service is what this project is all
about,” says KiN’s Tim Ryan in a
grant application for the project.
At Shutty Bench, there will

submitted
Bear safe community food
composters are now available for
use in Silverton and New Denver
by signing up with the Healthy
Community Society (HCS) for
membership in the program. Email
communitycompostslocan@gmail.
com or phone Katrina at 358-2284
to sign up.
The goal of this community
composting project is to process food
waste safely and locally, thereby

reducing the amount of organic
waste being hauled to the already
overburdened landfill, lowering our
carbon footprint and creating a high
quality compost product to offer back
to participants for their gardens.
In New Denver, the new
composters will be in three locations:
one on the bench above the school,
one in the orchard and one near the
post office. In Silverton, there is one
composter near the recycling and two
others around the residential areas.

Each unit can serve up to 35 people
and the process is dirt simple! If you
would like to be part of the community
composting program, please contact
the HCS soon to get your name on
the list and be given instructions.
Bear safe compost collectors are also
available for community events.
This pilot project is underway
thanks to a partnership between the
Villages of Silverton and New Denver,
the RDCK, WildSafe BC, the CBT
Climate Action program and the HCS.

submitted
School District 8 Kootenay Lake
has announced its student trustees for
the 2019/20 school year. They are:
Jace Lamoureux and Angus
Kilpatrick, J.V. Humphries;
Adriana Wilson and Calla
DeRosa, Mount Sentinel Secondary;
Liam Borhaven, Crawford Bay;
Avie Waterfall and Harlan
Hofmann, L.V. Rogers.
Jace Lamoureux was born in
Nelson and raised north of Kaslo.
His drive to continue learning in

all aspects of life, and to make a
difference in education are useful
in his representative roles. Jace
represents BC students provincially
for Student Voice and plans to study
medicine.
Angus Kilpatrick has many
interests, including politics. He wants
to take part in the board’s activities
to not only learn how a democracy
works first hand but to be a part of it.
Calla DeRosa is a grade 10
student. She is an avid volleyball
player and hopes to go to the

University of Washington State to
major in zoology and play in the
NCAA.
Adriana Wilson has explored
many countries as she has family
scattered all over the world. Education
is important to her and she strives to
push herself to be better in every way
possible.
The Board of Education wishes
them the very best in their future
education and careers and thanks
them for the service to School District
8 – Kootenay Lake.

by Jan McMurray
An innovative pilot project for
the South Slocan water system could
result in lower costs for residents
and better water quality, according
to a June 3 RDCK staff report to the
RDCK Rural Affairs Committee.
Currently, the system treats
surface water sources by filtration,
ultraviolet and chlorine disinfection.
A direct filtration method has been

proposed, which could allow for
the removal of the costly existing
filtration system.
South Slocan residents pay the
highest water fees of all residents
on RDCK-owned water systems.
The annual parcel tax and water fee
in South Slocan came to $1,642 per
connection in 2019, and this is still
not enough to sustain the system. It
is estimated that the cost to residents

will have to increase to $3,100 in
order to build up a reserve fund for
system maintenance. If the direct
filtration pilot project succeeds, it
could lower operating costs and
moderate fee increases for residents.
The RDCK plans to pay for
the $47,700 pilot project with
Community Works (gas tax) funds
and a $10,000 Infrastructure Planning
Grant, if successful.

by Jan McMurray
The new WildSafeBC community
coordinator for New Denver, Silverton,
Nakusp and Area K is Tammy White.
“I applied for the job with
WildSafeBC as it aligns well with my
teaching background and my work as a
photographer,” White said. “It just made
sense to me that I would want to pursue
work that used education to promote
keeping wildlife wild and communities
safe.”
The WildSafeBC program
predominantly delivers education on
minimizing human-wildlife conflict
through the management of attractants,
White said. “We set up booths at
markets and events, provide special
presentations on request, perform bear
spray demonstrations, present school
programs, and work with communities to
achieve Bear Smart Community status.”
White says she also works
cooperatively with Bear Smart
Coordinator Kim Frederickson, who
covers the Slocan Valley from Slocan
south, and with other organizations to
help find options for people looking for
electric fencing.
“It is important that we, as humans,

do everything we possibly can to not
put animals at risk and we have control
over that to a large extent. It is exciting
to be promoting the idea of coexistence
through responsible behavior,” she says.
White can be reached through the

WildSafeBC New Denver Facebook
page, by email: newdenver@wildsafebc.
com, by phone: 250-505-4393.
To report wildlife in conflict, call
the Conservation Officer Service: 1-877952-7277.

Community composting comes to Silverton and New Denver

School District 8 names student trustees

Pilot project planned for South Slocan water system

Introducing new WildSafeBC coordinator
for Nakusp, New Denver, Silverton areas

Tammy White is the new WildSafeBC coordinator for the Nakusp and New Denver areas.

be three landing sites, providing
fibreoptic high speed internet to
Schroeder Creek, Lardeau and
Bulmers Pointe, a campsite hot
spot at Lost Ledge, as well as the
potential for fibre-optic service
in Shutty Bench, Argenta and
Johnsons Landing. ‘Last mile’
fibre connections in Shutty Bench,
Argenta and Johnsons Landing are
expected to be built in 2020, and
have already been built at Schroeder
Creek, Lardeau and Bulmers Pointe.
“For those communities that
have completed last mile distribution
systems, specifically Schroeder
Creek, Lardeau, and Bulmers Pointe,
this will provide immediate access
to Gigabit internet service, and VoIP
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telephone service at less than a third
of the cost of traditional landline
telephone costs,” Ryan says.
This year’s project will also
provide high-speed fibre-optic
service to Woodbury Village and
Woodbury Resort.
KiN has an existing point
of presence in Kaslo, thanks to
the Columbia Basin Broadband
Corporation project that put fibre
into the lake from Balfour to Kaslo.
The 2019 project is being funded
by the provincial Connecting British
Columbia program ($117,400),
RDCK Area D Community Works
(gas tax) funds ($75,000), and KiN
($80,455). The total project cost is
$272,855.

Executive Director for Hospice
Society of North Kootenay Lake
Seeking a compassionate and dynamic Executive Director to
work with volunteers, clients, families and our society board
on issues of life-limiting illness, end-of-life care, death, and
grief.
Desired skills:
• Excellent communication and active listening skills
• Good computer skills including proficiency in MS Word
and Excel
• Proven track record of organisational and delegation skills
• Group facilitation and public speaking experience
• Grant writing competence
• Experience with non-profits and end of life care
This is a 18 hr per week part-time position @$25.00 per
hour. Begins October 1st, 2019, with one month training
with current executive director.
Respond with cover letter, resume and
3 references by email to:
hiringcommittee@hsnkl.org
This position is open until filled.
See web site for full job description
and to learn more about this much
appreciated society. www.hsnkl.org

COMMUNITY
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Silverton kicks off Official Community Plan review
by Moe Lyons
On Monday June 24,
a small, enthusiastic group
came to a public meeting at
Memorial Hall to start the
process of reviewing Silverton’s
Official Community Plan
(OCP). Participants discussed
the current situation and
brainstormed to come up
with ways of revitalizing the
community.
This was the first
engagement session of several,
with two more planned for
July and August, and then one
or two more in September for
public input on data collected
in previous meetings. Finally,
a survey will be mailed to all
property owners with a deadline
in October.
CAO Hillary Elliott
explained what an OCP is and
why the Village needs one. She
pointed out Silverton has an
existing OCP, but these things
need to be updated, and the
result might be “a whole new
document or a few tweaks.”
Silverton is not required to
implement any or all of the
specific policies laid out in
the OCP, but any bylaws or
projects undertaken in the
community must be consistent
with its policies. The OCP sets
a high-level policy framework
to anticipate and address
future community needs,
establishing objectives and
policies to guide local decisions
on land use, infrastructure,
environment, community
facilities, transportation, social
and economic issues.
This session was facilitated
by Richard Toperczer, the
Regional Manager for Rural
Development in the Ministry
of Forests, Lands, Natural
Resource Operations and
Rural Development. Toperczer
has considerable experience

250-265-0015

Over 5000 artifacts to enjoy. Relive the
sternwheeler era and our colourful past.
See evidence of the Sinixt people, the first
inhabitants to our area.
Open 10 am to 4 pm from Victoria Day weekend
in May until Labour Day weekend in September.
Shorter hours until the end of October as
demand indicates.
Group tours available by request.
Admission By Donation.

in public engagement and
economic development,
specializing in rural
communities. He suggested a
conversation about Silverton:
why it’s here, where it came
from, what are the assets it
can build on, and what people
would like Silverton to look like
in 5, 10, 20 years.
He asked why people live
here and what is going on right
now. Don Broughton offered,
“Mostly because people are
hoping!” Without industry,
he said, we can’t get young
families back. He pointed out
people had been talking about
all this for a long time. “Some
ideas keep coming up but none
of them seem to be viable.”
Everyone agreed the lake,
particularly since it has no
dams, and the beauty of the
area were its chief assets. Other
assets are the curling rink,
the hardware store, the day
park (even better now with
the new exercise equipment),
the tennis court, the upcoming
LIFT co-work space, and the
campground.
A wide-ranging discussion
ensued. One participant talked
about an influx both real
and hoped-for of knowledge
workers and distance workers,
particularly as broadband
improves. Another expressed
concern about the difficulty
miners have staying here,
having to go away to work,
because small operations are
held to the same standard
as “great big companies.”
Someone else pointed out this
is a very safe place to live, a
friendly, warm community.
Toperczer stated that more and
more when people are looking
for a place to live, “Safety is a
most underrated asset.”
Pride in community and
love of rural lifestyle were

evident. “We have a notable
amount of cultural activity,”
said one participant, while
another pointed out the
village has two of the best
cultural venues available, the
performance space at the gallery
and Memorial Hall. Someone
said, “People come here to
get married just because of
this hall!” Of course, nearby
photographic settings make for
perfect wedding pictures.
Residents are proud of the
resourcefulness and fortitude of
the local populace. “You have to
figure out how to live here,” said
one person, and another agreed:
“It’s about a sense of place – this
is where I am and I’ve found a
way to make it work.”
What do people want to
see happen next? Everyone
expressed a desire to see more
youthful people in town, more
entrepreneurs, more people
running businesses with
Silverton as their base. Given
the fabulous water the village
has, someone asked, “Where’s
the brewery?” While shipping
might be a problem for such an
enterprise, a significant increase
in local and regional production
of food and other goods seems
to be a trend. There was some
discussion about whether
climate crisis would have more
people looking to live rurally as

a survival strategy.
A great deal of interest
was expressed about Silverton
developing self-reliant and
reliable electricity generation.
While microhydro on Silverton
Creek is not a viable year-round
option, in combination with
geothermal, solar, and wind,
the Village could conceivably
achieve this goal.
Toperczer asked participants
to list the top four priorities that
arose from the discussion. These
were: more young people and
youth; more entrepreneurs,
assisted by greater connectivity;
self-reliant and reliable power;
and healthcare. These issues
were then written on big sheets
of paper on tables, and everyone
wrote how they thought these
goals could best be achieved.
This information, and info from
subsequent meetings will be
entered into a database out of
which the OCP will eventually
be constructed.
The overall hope of the
meeting was that the village
could be “not so quiet as it
is now, but not as bustling as
Nelson.”
Keep your eyes peeled for
the next meeting times, to be
announced on social media, in
the Valley Voice, and on posters.
Your ideas are needed to make
the village all it can be.

submitted
Marilyn James and Kootenay
Co-op Radio have won the
2019 Neskie Manuel Award for
Aboriginal Affairs and Cultural
Programming for the In the
Shadow of Extinction episode
of Sinixt Stories: Ancestral
Roots, Cultural Seeds program.
The award is given annually
by the National Campus and
Community Radio Association
(NCRA) for a radio show or
individual radio segment by, for,
or about Indigenous people.
In the Shadow of Extinction
was recorded and produced
at Kootenay Co-op Radio by
Catherine Fisher, a member of
the Blood of Life Collective.
The collective has been working
on numerous projects from
recordings of traditional and
contemporary Sinixt stories told
by Sinixt knowledge-keepers
Marilyn James and Taress Alexis.
The episode is based on
a contemporary story told to
Marilyn James by her relative,
Ambrose Adolph, about his
experiences with caribou in the
Sinixt tum’xula7xw (traditional
territory) in the 1930s and then
after his return from World War
2. The episode also features
information about the current
plight of the caribou herds in the
Sinixt tum’xula7xw.
In the episode James notes,

“As settlers began settling the
area, like Ambrose said, open
spaces were dissected by fences
and fields. It becomes critical for
the survival of migratory animals
for settlers and people to make
way for those travel corridors,
but that was never considered
... Now, the caribou are like the
Sinixt, they’re just a shadow of
the landscape – you don’t see
them, and when you do see them
it’s kind of a vision because
they’re so rare. And it was such
a natural aspect to this landscape
in the past.”
“As many people are aware,”
says Blood of Life Collective
member K.L. Kivi, “the South
Selkirk and South Purcell caribou
herds were extirpated this past
year and the Central Selkirk herd
is down to about 25 individuals.
What many people don’t realize
is that pre-contact, the caribou
lived here in the hundreds of
thousands and were a main food
source for the Sinixt people.”
Podcasts of Sinixt Stories:
Ancestral Roots, Cultural
Seeds are available on the
Kootenay Co-op Radio website:
kootenaycoopradio.com/sinixtstories/.
Link to winning episode:
https://soundcloud.com/
catherine-fisher-442846304/
sinixt-stories-in-the-shadow-ofextinction.

Marilyn James and KCR
win National Award for
Radio Excellence
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza.
250-353-2282.
KASLO HOUSING SOCIETY Housing
Coordinator, assisting residents of Kaslo
and Area D with affordable housing.
Office hours: Tuesday 1-3, Wednesday &
Thursday 9-12 or by appointment. #23 The
Langham, Kaslo. 250-353-8363. Funding

GARDENING

for this position thanks to CBT and RDCK/
Kaslo EDC.
FOR FRESH FRUIT and vegetables
from Cawston, visit Anthony in Silverton
on Fridays (9-4) and the Kaslo Market on
Saturdays till early/ late fall.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

THE VALLEY VOICE owners are
thinking about succession planning! We
invite community members interested in
the newspaper business (or learning about
the newspaper business) to contact us by
email: valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca. Serious
inquiries only, please.
ARE YOU AN ASPIRING
ENTREPRENEUR? If so, call Community
Futures to learn about the free Business
Plan workshop open to anyone! And if

ACCOMMODATIONS

Grow Your Own
Indoor & Outdoor Garden
Supplies, Knowledgeable Staff,
Regular Hours
Mon – Sat 9 am - 5 pm

RECYCLING
Smokey Creek Salvage

FREE DROP OFF
of most appliances, all metals,
power tools, lawn mowers, etc.

250-359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539

CLASSIFIED ADS

you’re eligible, you may also qualify for
the Self-Employment program where you
will receive ongoing business training and
coaching and usually financial support
while you start your business. To learn more
call 265-3674 ext. 201 or email Nakusp@
futures.bc.ca.
THINKING OF STARTING, buying
or expanding your own business? If so,
Community Futures offers business loans,
counseling & training; and delivers the
Self Employment program in the Arrow
& Slocan Lakes area. For more info leave
a message at 265-3674 ext. 201 or email
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

COMING EVENTS

THE FRIDAY MARKET in New Denver
happens downtown every Friday, 10 am to
2 pm, June thru September. For 25 years
this beloved little market has been bringing
you fresh local produce, artisan wares and
vibrant Kootenay culture. We thank you for
your support.
SPECIAL LANGHAM EVENT! A
Beginner’s Guide to Kaslovia, returns July
12 and 13, 7 pm. Back by popular demand,
Lucas Myers’ wacky and poignant comedy
exploring what makes Kaslo unique,

Your ad
could be
here for
only $19.50
+ GST

joyous and just a wee bit kooky! Tickets
$20 Sunnyside Naturals & Willow Home
Gallery in Kaslo. www.thelangham.ca

AT T H E H I D D E N G A R D E N
GALLERY – Journey Into Colours:
Bright hand woven rag rugs of local artist,
Burgin Jacobs are sure to capture the eye.
Her show is featured July 9-14, 2019, 10
AM - 3 PM. Reception on July 9, 7-9
PM, with music by Howard and Nikko.
All That Glitters… Nature Meets Culture:
Multi-media artist Sherry Heyliger’s
unique artwork is intent on reflecting
nature. Her show runs July 16-21, 10
AM - 3PM. Reception on July 16, 7-9
PM, with music by Gemma Luna.
The Hidden Garden Gallery is located
at 112 Slocan Ave, New Denver, behind
Sweet Dreams Guesthouse. The gallery
is open 10 AM- 3 PM, Tuesday - Sunday.
For more information please visit
hiddengardengallery.ca.

Bikes, Skis,
Snowshoes
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YES, IT’S 20 YEARS! The Slocan Valley
Seniors’ Housing Society is celebrating
Passmore Lodge’s 20th Anniversary on
Saturday, July 27 with an Open House 2-4
pm at 3650 Passmore Old Road, Passmore.
Food, friends, tours, short speeches, and
music with ‘The Claybrick Boys.’ Bring
lawn chairs. Info: Susan Harder at (250)
226-7144. Thanks to Columbia Basin
Trust and Slocan Valley Legacy Fund. All
welcome!

FOR RENT

KASLO UNIQUE SHARED
ACCOMMODATIONS: Rooms for Rent.
$625/mo. NS/NP. 250-353-2130.

FOR SALE

AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING
CONTAINERS 20 ft. and 40 ft. sizes.
Kootenay Containers Sales & Rentals,
Castlegar. 250-365-3014.
WATKINS PRODUCTS, HAND
CRAFTS – Bertha Williams, #11 – 217
Zacks Rd. 250-265-9080.
ROUND PINE TABLE with extension and
four chairs. $200. 250-358-2696.
16FT HELLMAN DURALITE CANOE
– Red, seldom used. New $900, Yours for
$500. 206 Kildare St. 250-358-2328.

• BICYCLE

Sales and
Maintenance
Call Shon
250-265-3332
shonsbs@gmail.com

WE DO OIL CHANGES – We stock oil & filters
for most common vehicles! • NEW TIRE
SALES – Installs, Repairs & Changeovers •
GENERAL MAINTENANCE & REPAIR

STEEL TOE JOE’S
Automotive Repair
Joe Shaw

Owner & Journeyman Technician
3804 Pine Rd. Krestova, BC

Alongside Mountainberry

778.454.0180

CLEANING

250-358-7199

3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

stjautomotive@gmail.com

PHOTOGRAPHY
Open 1 pm to 4:30 pm Tues. to Sat.

TUES

Hand & Soul
Wellness Centre

DAWN DEVLIN

Advanced Ortho-Bionomy Practioner
& Certified Reflexologist

202 Lake Avenue, Silverton

CHIROPRACTOR: Dr. Larry Zaleski

Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care
Silverton: Mondays & Friday afternoon – Winlaw & Nakusp on Alternating Wednesdays (plus every 4th Thursday
afternoon in Winlaw)

COUNSELLOR: Sue Mistretta, M.A.

19 years experience helping clients working with anxiety,
depression, grief, self esteem, health crisis, life transitions
or simply are feeling stuck or uninspired.

Offices in Silverton & Winlaw

Call 250-358-2177 for appointments
Visit www.handandsoul.ca

Dr. Michael Brennan • Chiropractor
Over 10 years experience
Appointments can be scheduled by contacting
his Nelson office at 250-352-5135

Dr. Brennan comes to New Denver and Nakusp every week:
Slocan Community Health Centre on Tuesday Afternoons;
Arrow Lakes Hospital on Wednesday.
Offering Chiropractic, Concussion Management, Cold Laser Therapy,
Custom Orthotics, Auto Injury Care and many more services.

www.activebalancechiro.ca

20+ years experience
For Appointment in Nakusp call:
Phone: 250-265-1796 • www.dawndevlin.ca

Tyson Bartel • 226-6826
Feldenkrais/Somatic Yoga
Tuesdays
9:30-11 am • $12  
bindustudio.ca Winlaw
Intro Bodywork $30/Hour
* Thai Massage * Reflexology
* Feldenkrais * Yoga Therapy

Healing Suites Collective
#4-5729 HWY 6, Winlaw
sacredearthsomatics.com
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HEALTH

YOGA IN SILVERTON – THE INWARD
JOURNEY: Monday and Thursday
mornings 9-10 am. Honour your body by
reducing stress, building strength, flexibility
and balance. Upper story of the fire hall
in Silverton. Only 5 minutes from New
Denver. Open to all levels. Come and share
mindfulness and the exultation of inner flow.

HELP WANTED

GALENA CONTRACTORS LTD. is
seeking a full-time heavy-duty mechanic.
Qualifications: Red Seal Heavy-Duty
Mechanic, Valid Driver’s License, 5 years
experience and welding an asset. E-mail
resume to shop@galenacontractors.com
CARE AIDE WANTED – New Denver.
Reply: a246929@telus.net.

NOTICES

SINGING HU EACH DAY can lead to a
deeper understanding of yourself and why
things happen the way they do in your life.
It opens your awareness to new viewpoints
and attitudes. Anyone can work with the HU
regardless of age, background, or religion.
Personal Classifieds start at $8.00
Call 250-358-7218 for details

HOURS
9 AM - 9 PM

http://eckankarblog.org/sound-of-soul
Eckankar, The Path of Spiritual Freedom.
ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS
a problem in your life? AA, NA and ALANON (family) meetings can help. For
information on AA: in New Denver, 250358-7158; Nakusp, 265-4216; Kaslo, 3539617; Heart of the Slocan Valley, 551-4104;
Playmor Junction, 226-7252. For NA: New
Denver, 358-7265. For AL-ANON (family):
New Denver, 250-551-6540. Please, if you
can’t get through, try another number.
CARPENTER CREEK LAST
WISHES SOCIETY provides
information on preplanning for death
and advice for alternative funeral
arrangements. Ph: 250-777-1974. www.
carpentercreeklastwishessociety.ca
NELSON & AREA ELDER ABUSE
PREVENTION Resource Centre: 250-3526008 NelsonElderAbusePrevention@gmail.
com/ www.nelsonelderabuseprevention.ca.
Drop-in Wednesdays 12-2 pm, 719 Vernon
Street, Nelson. Nelson and District Seniors
Coordinating Society.

PETS

PROUD OF MY DOG: Group classes,
free on-line training. SPCA AnimalKind

Your ad could
be hereOpenfor
only
Thurs - Sun
$11.00 + GST

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

CLASSIFIED ADS

accredited. Learn more at www.
proudofmydog.ca

REAL ESTATE

SMALL HOUSE IN NAKUSP, BC, 700
sq. ft. on .37 acre, quiet cul-de-sac. Shed and
garden tools included. $175,500. By appt.
only. 250-517-8797.
PRIME COMMERCIAL BUILDING in
Nakusp with approved cannabis dispensary
zoning. $185,000. Listed KellyRoberts@
royallepage.ca.
ONE-BEDROOM 400 SQ FT HOME
in the Orchard, New Denver. Interior
completely gutted and rebuilt; still working
on exterior. Offering it locally first. Full
price $149,000 BUT discount for anyone
who guarantees they will live in it or rent
it full-time. 358-2119 (afternoons/evenings
only) or kaytrin@netidea.com.

SLOCAN VALLEY
RECREATION

S L O C A N VA L L E Y A R T
SUBMISSIONS: Opportunities exist to
show art on the walls of the Slocan Valley
Recreation Office over the coming year. For
an application form, please call our office or
email slocanvalleyrec@rdck.bc.ca

BLAZE KING/VALLEY COMFORT Wood,
Electric & Oil specialist: sales, installations,
service, inspection & consultations. Duct
cleaning & sanitizing; Ductwork, Chimneys,
Oil tank removals, BC ventilation solutions &
HRV design and installations. K.F. Kootenay
Furnace Ltd. 250-355-0088

WANTED

LOOKING FOR 1950s short DIVCO milk
truck. 587-803-5142 or blue5777777@
hotmail.com.

YARD SALE

YARD SALE AT MARTHA AND
SANDY’S, 914 Josephine, New Denver.
Saturday, July 20, 9:00 am to noon, around
back. Lots of good stuff.

Next Valley Voice
Deadline:
July 12,
2019

119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0
Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

BIG DOG MUSIC
421 6th Ave, New Denver
250-307-0163

Bill Lander
REALTOR®
250-551-5652
bill@billlander.ca

Serving the Slocan Valley
for the 14th year.
Offices in Nakusp, Nelson,
Kaslo & Trail

518 6th Ave • New Denver

DI’S ESTHETICS

Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area.
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm

Certified by the Province of BC to test drinking water

Gaia Tree Whole Foods

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

Community Market

• All Organic Produce
• All Organic Grains

9-6:30 Mon-Sat
Sunday 10-4

CAFÉ & CRAFTS

Chartered Professional Accountant

250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290
email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca

Community Discount Day:
Last Friday of the month

Call 250-358-7218 for details

H. A. Benson Inc.

New Market Foods

– Bulk Ordering –
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Business Classifieds start at $10.00

250-226-0008

• Guitars and Accessories • Musical
Instruments • Vintage Vinyl Records • New
Vinyl Records • Stereo Equipment - Turntables
7 A.M. - 3 P.M.
11 A.M. - 3 P.M.

SERVICES

AGRICULTURE

– FULL SERVICE SALON –
Lash Extensions - $90 - Introductory price
manicures • pedicures • waxing & more
Lash lift & tint - $55

WINLAW • 250-226-7318

Your ad could
be here for only
$11.00 + GST

GIFTS

Downtown Winlaw • 250-226-7255

slocan city
trading

Summer Hours

Open Monday – Saturday
10:30 am - 4:30 pm
Open Sunday, 11 am - 3 pm
Main Street, New Denver

250-358-2178

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30

Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

buy • sell • trade
guitars • cars • art • antiques
• musical instruments
250-355-2299
9 to 5
Repair and refinish guitars,
Kaslofurniture
Clothes etc.
Hanger
We buy guitars

Support the Valley Voice with
a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30

COMMUNITY/CLASSIFIEDS
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Immunization status reporting next step
submitted
Parents and guardians are now
expected to provide public health
units with immunization records for
students enrolled in the provincial school
system. The province is implementing
this mandatory reporting requirement
through the Vaccination Status Reporting
Regulation.
“In the wake of the global
measles outbreaks this spring, BC is
implementing several measures to
protect children and families from
this and other communicable diseases
through improved immunization,” said
Adrian Dix, Minister of Health.
“This mandatory reporting of the
immunization status of students will
ensure the public health system is
prepared in the event of an outbreak.
Furthermore, with the up-to-date
records, public health can reach out
to families with children behind on
their immunizations and provide an
opportunity to catch them up, as well
as discuss any concerns with parents.”
Most parents are already in
compliance with this requirement,
so they will not need to do anything
further when the new school year

starts. Parents or guardians with an
incomplete or missing record will be
contacted by public health on how to
provide their child’s immunization
information if it is needed, plus receive
information on upcoming school-based
or community health clinics where their
child can receive immunizations if they
require them. Improving the rates of
immunization of children and youth is
critically important for student safety
and healthy schools.
Public health officials will review
school enrolment records starting in
late August to match them against
immunization records for kindergartento-Grade 12 students that currently
exist in the provincial immunization
registry. For the first year of the reporting
requirement, the goal will be to help
parents get their children up to date
on immunizations by the end of the
school year.
As part of the measles immunization
catch-up campaign, health authorities
have been reviewing thousands of
records in relation to measles
vaccinations. At the same time, parents
have been providing health units missing
and updated records while taking

advantage of the measles immunization
clinics.
In addition to public health clinics,
parents are able to get their children
immunized through their primary care

providers or community pharmacists.
Mandatory reporting is part of the
ongoing plan to increase immunization
rates for all vaccine-preventable diseases.
This effort commenced with the measles

immunization catch-up program in April
2019. The most recent data indicates
that increasing the opportunities for
guardians to get children immunized is
improving immunization levels overall.

submitted
As of May 31, watercraft
inspections have turned up five boats
in BC infested with invasive zebra
and quagga mussels (ZQM). The
spring 2019 status report on the
Provincial Mussel Defence Program
was recently published online. The goal
is to prevent introduction of the mussels
by inspecting boats, monitoring lakes
and educating the public. As of May
31, 5,500 watercraft inspections had
taken place.
It would take only one contaminated
boat to start a new infestation. To date,
BC is still free of invasive mussels,
which have caused millions in damage
per year to hydropower stations and
municipal water supplies in other parts
of North America that have already
been invaded. In addition to economic
impacts, ZQM can negatively impact
biodiversity, species at risk, fisheries

productivity, water quality, and
recreation opportunities.
Next to prevention, the best tool
in the toolbox is early detection. The
Central Kootenay Invasive Species
Society (CKISS) will conduct plankton
sampling for invasive mussels from
June through October. The CKISS staff
collect samples within nine different
high priority waterbodies. These
samples are sent to a provincial lab
to be analyzed for zebra and quagga
mussel veligers, the free-swimming
microscopic mussel larvae.
New for 2019 is the addition
of Major, another mussel detection
dog. He is a welcome addition to the
southeast region since Major’s handler
Cynthia Mann is located in Nelson.
In an effort to encourage watercraft
users to arrive at water bodies with clean
boats and gear, CKISS is coordinating
six new ‘Clean, Drain, Dry’ signs to

be installed at Wragge Beach (Slocan
Lake), New Denver and Kaslo public
boat launches, Scotties Marina, Beaver
Creek Provincial Park, and Howser
Recreation sites.
The CKISS outreach booth will be
at a variety of community events and
boat launches throughout the summer to
talk to watercraft enthusiasts about the
Clean, Drain, Dry protocol. On August
3, the booth will be at Kaslo Farmers’
Market; August 10 at New Denver’s
public boat launch; and August 21 – 22
at Summit Lake’s Toad Fest.
Suspected invasive mussels
should be reported immediately to the
Conservation Officer Services Report
All Poachers and Polluters: 1-877-9527277 (RAPP).
For more information contact
Laurie Frankcom, CKISS Education
Program Coordinator at 1-844-3521160 ext. 208, lfrankcom@ckiss.ca.

Looking for tiny invasive mussels causing big problems

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN

HARDWOOD FLOORS
WHOLESALE
• Registered Septic System
designer and installer •
• Ready Mix Concrete •
• Lock Blocks • Drain Rock •
• Road Crush • Sand & Gravel •
• Dump Trucks • Excavator •
• Crusher • Coloured Concrete •
• Site Preparation •
Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
Ph. 265-4615 • vieirac@telus.net

Safety, Service, Satisfaction
Installation and maintenance

jim@jemsgas.com
MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter
TimberFrame Homes
Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall
Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding
Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales
dave@maddentimber.com

250 265 1807

Crescent Bay
Construction Ltd.

HALL LUMBER
& BUILDING SUPPLIES
Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat
10 am to 5 pm
PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd.
Edgewood, BC

K&A

250-358-7721

CONSTRUCTION
FOUNDATIONS • ROOFING • RENOVATIONS

Specializing in Timber Framing
Cell: 250-265-8503 Home: 250-265-2278

(250) 551-TIME (8463)

www.manciaconstruction.ca

CREATIVE MASONRY SOLUTIONS
FOR YOUR HOME AND BUSINESS

Patrick Baird

250-354-8562

elementconcrete.ca

Leaf Cabinetry

T: (250) 551-7127
E: joszef@airpost.net

mobile

• BONDED Journeyman carpenter
• HPO Licenced Builder #42639

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

Tim Reilly

1730 Hwy 3, Selkirk Spring Building
dan@canadiangardensupply.com

Alex Joseph

• Power Trowel • Concrete Finishing
• Concrete Stamping and Acid
Staining • Forming • Tile Setting
• Cultured & Natural Stone Installation

Suite 3, 622 Front St
Nelson, BC Vll 4B7
C: (250)551-6584
Licensed Residential Builder & General Contractor
Design • Project Management • Building Services
www.trctimberworks.com

Castlegar
250-304-2911

Electrical Contracting Ltd

Darrell A. Olsen

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431
• Email cresbay@telus.net

Indoor Garden
Supplies

Wired by Alex

Kent & Arlene Yardcare Services
Housewatch • Free Estimates
358-2508 • 358-7785 • 505-8210
wyofonoff1@yahoo.ca

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Tyler Paynton • 250.777.3654 • silverridgeearthsnow@hotmail.com

SOLID 3 ¼ x ¾ OR ENGINEERED. 6 PLY. TOP
WEAR 2 mm-5” WIDE PREFINISHED ALUMINUM OXIDE, SMOOTH OR BRUSHED. $4.59
SF PLT. AVAILABLE IN 6”-7 ½” – 8 ¾” WIDE.
INFLOOR HEAT COMPATIBLE. 25 YEARS
GUARANTEE. AND MUCH MORE.
AT JUAN’S 1503 HWY 3A
THRUMS (CASTLEGAR) BC
250-304-7466 • 250-399-6377
Mon-Sat 8:30 am - 5 pm

Residential & commercial
cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC

250.226.7441

www.leafcabinetry.com

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Box 595 Nakusp, BC
VOG 1R0		

Cell: 250-265-1342
Phone:250-265-4621

Jim Pownall
& Co.

LOG & TIMBER
FRAME HOMES
Crane Service

New Denver • BC
250-358-2566
jpownall@telus.net
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The New Denver Queen and Princess wave to their admirers in Silverton’s Canada Day parade.
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A vintage truck in the Silverton July 1 parade.

Studio Connexion Gallery invites you to its 11th
		
season
• July 3 - July 20: Maureen Maryka
• July 23 - August 11: Ursula Abresch
• August 14 - 31: Alain Ayoub
• September 4 - 21: Tatjana Mirkov-Popovicki
• September 24 - October 12: Charlene Duncan
Gallery Hours: Tues. - Sat. 11 am to 4 pm For other times 250-265-3586
203 Fifth Ave.NW. Nakusp

The Kootenay Kilties Pipe Band from Nelson adds Scottish flair to the Canada Day parade in Silverton.

Hit comedy Kaslovia returns to the Langham
submitted
Back by popular demand, Lucas
Myers returns to the Langham stage
July 12 and 13 with his hilarious and
loving look at this charming Village
community.
Don’t miss this wacky and
poignant comedy about all-thingsKaslo. It’s a tongue-in-cheek, multimedia celebration of the unique story
and character of Kaslo as Myers

– through videos, song, and sock
puppets – transforms into various
village inhabitants in search of what
makes this little patch of paradise
unique, joyous and just a wee bit
kooky!
In 2018 The Langham
commissioned Myers to create
Kaslovia in honour of Kaslo’s 125th
birthday. It played three sold-out
nights in a row; many didn’t get a

chance to see it, many wanted to
see it again. Thus the Langham is
bringing it back for a two-night
engagement.
Two shows only, Friday July 12
and Saturday July 13 at 7 pm each
night. Refreshments by the Angry
Hen Friday night only. Tickets are
$20 at Sunnyside Naturals & Willow
Home Gallery in Kaslo.
www.thelangham.ca

91’6” long by 75” tall bridge timber girder available.
This girder is from the Duncan River Bridge. It is
pressure treated, but not suitable for a highway bridge
girder any longer. It can be cut in half and can be
used for building a 40’ foot bridge, can be used as a
foundation, roof girder, what ever you can think of.
We can cut it in half and deliver as well. If interested,
please contact khalid@oncon.ca

Visit the One & Only
Sandon Historical
Society Museum

IN THE
BRICK
BUILDING
Sandon, BC

Open 7 Days a week!
10 am - 5 pm
There’s lots of parking near the outhouse.
Disabled visitors are encouraged to park
in front of the museum and to use the
wheelchair-accessible boardwalk.
Lucas Myers plays an unforgettable cast of Kaslo characters in Kaslovia.

THIS MESSAGE IS BEING RUN IN SUPPORT OF THE SANDON HISTORICAL SOCIETY AS A
PUBLIC SERVICE BY THE VALLEY VOICE.
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Everyone loves a parade! These folks seem to be enjoying Nakusp’s annual Canada Day festivities.

The retiring ambassadors of the Arrow Lakes, Makayla Teindl and Kimberly Roberts, wave to the crowds at Nakusp’s annual Canada Day parade.
PHOTO CREDIT: C. PARADIS
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Rotarians and friends of Rotary serve burgers to a hungry crowd at Nakusp’s annual Canada Day celebrations.

