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Technology development grant for Slocan Valley’s Eagle Graphite plant
by Katrine Campbell
A company with its operating base
in Passmore has been selected by the
provincial government for a $290,000
grant to further develop BC’s clean
energy vehicle (CEV) sector. The
project has the potential to establish BC
as a global leader in anode production
and the production of batteries that are
lighter and offer greater range for electric
vehicles.
The grant will support Eagle
Graphite’s planned two-year program
to develop and commercialize siliconmodified battery anodes made with
graphite from Eagle’s Black Crystal
graphite quarry and plant in the Slocan
Valley. The company intends to produce
a commercialized anode with a capacity
that would surpass the benchmark
graphite anodes currently produced.
“Our government is supporting
made-in-BC innovation that will help
drive clean-vehicle technology into
the future,” said Katrine Conroy,
MLA for Kootenay West. “The Eagle
Graphite project has the potential to
bring new jobs and economic growth
to the Kootenays, while positioning
this region on the leading edge of clean
technology.”
Eagle Graphite is partnering with
UBC Okanagan and E-One Moli Energy
Limited, based in Taiwan. E-One
Moli’s Canadian division has a facility
in Maple Ridge that is the only North
American high volume manufacturer
of rechargeable lithium-ion batteries.
Eagle Graphite president and CEO
Jamie Deith told The Valley Voice the

project has both a research component
and an early commercialization
component. First will come the research,
then towards the end of the project the
partners will focus on getting the word
out to the market on their product. He
hopes E-Moli will help with that effort.
The total cost of the project is
$731,000. Minus the government grant,
Eagle Graphite will pay most of the
$441,000 balance, both in cash and in
kind.
Deith noted the battery project will
only use a small portion of the plant’s
output. The project “doesn’t rule out
our participation in the markets for
other products, too. There are a lot of
applications for graphite.”
Electric vehicles are the big one, he
said. “Every car needs so much graphite
it will come to dominate the equation.”
Asked about jobs, Deith said the
bulk of them would be at the facility in
the Slocan Valley, not in administration.
The numbers, if all goes well, will be
around 30.
“If all goes very well, over five
years we could see job numbers in the
hundreds,” he said. These would be wellpaying jobs, both for skilled workers and
for “university degree people such as
engineers and geologists.”
Deith is looking to the future,
saying he would love to make advanced
products at the plant to supply the
battery manufacturing process. Very
advanced graphite components made
on site would mean no need for packing
and transporting the raw product. Both
power and water supplies are ample.

Asked why Eagle Graphite’s share
price didn’t jump after the announcement
of government investment, Deith said
the company’s stock has suffered along

with many others because of a “general
lack of enthusiasm in North America
for any industrial manufacturing related
stocks.

“We’re going to have to make
ourselves popular the old fashioned way:
get customers lined up and have good
deals for those companies.”

A celebration of the funding announcement for Eagle Graphite took place on June 10, attended by staff and friends of Eagle Graphite, and from right to left in the front row:
RDCK Area H (Slocan Valley) Director Walter Popoff; MLA Katrine Conroy; James Deith, president and director of Eagle Graphite); Richard Toperczer, regional manager of
rural development with the provincial government; Danika Hammond, executive assistant to Minister of Energy, Mines and Petroleum Resources Michelle Mungall.

Both Lucerne and Nakusp Secondary Schools celebrated graduation recently. Details on pages 13-16. Rotary President Mayumi Van der Pol
presents Maija Larder with a scholarship.
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Slocan water treatment plant problems lead to Water Quality Advisory
by Barbara Curry Mulcahy
Water conservation measures
and a water quality advisory were
the consequences of a malfunction
at the Village of Slocan’s water
treatment plant in early June.
Problems at the water treatment
plant started arising on the weekend
of June 1-2. The water filters were
clogging repeatedly, reducing flow
to the reservoir.
CAO Michelle Gordon said
the long filter tubes were filling up
with pine needles and needing to
be cleaned multiple times daily – a
laborious task for Public Works as
there are thousands of tubes in the
filter membrane.
At 4:45 pm on Sunday, June

2, the Village put out its first water
alert on the Village Facebook
page, asking residents to adhere to
watering times and to hand-water if
possible. At 7 pm, a second notice
was posted: “Water consumption
(gallons per minute) is still rising
at a fast rate. Please folks, if you
see your neighbours’ sprinklers
going, kindly ask them to turn off.
If we can’t get consumption down,
we will have to initiate emergency
action.” At 10 pm, a third notice was
posted: “Gallons per minute have
started to stabilize now that we are
past the peak consumption hours.
We hope the reservoir can try to
regenerate overnight and the proper
servicing can be done.”

On Monday, June 3, the Village
Facebook post advised that reservoir
levels hadn’t increased, and Interior
Health had been notified. On June 4,
the Village put out the water quality
advisory and notice of elevated
conservation measures.
It took a while for the public
to get word of the advisory, but
once it was common knowledge,
consumption decreased and the
reservoir filled up to a safe level.
Low water levels in the reservoir
meant water was at risk of being
used before it had been treated
with chlorine for the proper length
of time.
At Public Works Supervisor
Tim Hill’s request, Village council

held an emergency meeting to tour
the plant on Tuesday evening, June
4. Hill wanted to show council
the source of the malfunction and
also the aging plant infrastructure.
Deep in the workings of the prefilter, Public Works discovered an
0-ring that had become misshapen.
Originally round, the part was now
slightly oblong. Pine needles and
other debris in Gwillim Creek, the
Village’s water source, were able
to slip past the 0-ring and travel on
through the system until they finally
blocked off the long straw-like
tubes in the filter membrane. This
part, like many others in the plant,
is obsolete. A supplier was finally
located in California. The Village
ordered two parts at $15,000 each,
plus shipping and tax. The parts are
expected to arrive June 17 or 18.
Slocan council has recognized
for years that the water plant is
reaching the end of its lifespan.
Because of the expense and
difficulty keeping the plant running
and because climate change will
make Gwillim Creek an unsuitable
source in the future, council has
been considering alternatives. Last
year, the Village completed a Slocan
Source Water Study.

At the June 10 Slocan council
meeting, Chief Financial Officer
Colin McClure said he felt confident
that the Village would be able to
access funding for a new water
system, although “it might take a
bit of time.” Council asked staff to
check into a provincial infrastructure
planning grant.
This water quality advisory was
Slocan’s first. Renee Ansel, Small
Water Environmental Health Officer
at the IH called the situation “a bit of
a learning curve” for Slocan.
At the June 10 council meeting,
CAO Michelle Gordon said another
issue was absentee owners who
had automatic sprinkler systems.
Gordon said if the situation had
become dire, staff has the authority
to go on to private property to turn
the water off.
A water quality advisory is issued
“when a public health threat from
the water supply system is higher
than considered normally acceptable
but not serious enough to warrant…
a Boil Water Notice.” Users withs
weakened immune systems and
those wishing additional protection
were advised to boil water rapidly
for at least one minute or use an
alternate, safe source of water.

Thousands of long tubes in the vertical canisters on the right make up the Slocan Water Plant’s
filter membrane. When the tubes got plugged up with pine needles and other debris each tube
in the membrane had to be cleaned with a special pipe-cleaner-like tool.

Aging infrastructure in a small part of Slocan’s waterplant. The big canisters at the back hold
the horizontal pre-screens.
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Argenta-Johnson’s Landing Face logging meeting brings out a crowd
by Moe Lyons
Argenta Hall overflowed
with local residents on June 13,
there to hear about Cooper Creek
Cedar’s (CCC) plans to log the
Argenta-Johnson’s Landing Face.
This has been a hotly contested
issue for some time, with 85% of
local residents having signed a
petition asking for the area to be
included in the Purcell Wilderness
Conservancy Provincial Park. MLA
Michelle Mungall presented this
petition to the BC legislature, to no
avail. As the situation was expected
to be volatile, Cooper Creek hired a
professional facilitator, Lynne Betts
from Procter, to run the meeting.
Representing CCC were Bill
Kestell, woodlands manager,
and Cheryl Hillier, hired by
the company as a Registered
Professional Forester (RFP). Two
other RFPs from the company
were also present, as were two
representatives of the Ministry of
Forests, Lands, Natural Resource
Operations and Rural Development
as observers, and Aimee Watson,
RDCK Area D director.
CCC is owned by Porcupine
Wood Products from Salmo.
Their logging contractor, formerly
known as Sunshine Logging, is
now referred to as Clint Carlson
Consulting. These two companies
have been and are currently
involved in various contentious
logging operations throughout the
West Kootenays. It is not clear
whether all the Argenta-Johnson’s
Landing Face logging would be
done by Carlson’s company, as they
currently don’t do cable logging.
Over and over throughout the
meeting the question of trust arose,
and the tension in the room was
palpable. Although the community
is not of one mind about what
should happen on the ArgentaJohnson’s Landing Face, it is
safe to say it would be difficult to
find anyone who trusts Porcupine
Wood Products and the company
everyone refers to as Sunshine
Logging.
When asked after the meeting
if there was any scenario he could
imagine where the logging of
the face would not take place,
Kestell said only if the provincial
government stepped in and made
the area a park or in some other way
changed its designation.
Cheryl Hillier spoke first at
the meeting, giving an overview
of the area and its forest values. In
response to audience concerns that
there should be no logging near the
Purcell Wilderness Conservancy,
which surrounds the ArgentaJohnson’s Landing Face on three
sides, Hillier gave assurances

that the logging plan included
“protection of significant natural
features.” She said only 44% of
the 7,735-hectare area is available
for harvesting. The remaining 56%
is old growth management area
(OGMA) (23%), caribou habitat
(8%), Gar Creek reserve (slide
area) (4%), the local woodlot (4%),
and private land (16%). When she
said the company has no plans to
log in the OGMA, Gary Diers said
this sounded good but was just
“window dressing,” as the OGMA
is too steep to log anyways.
When Bill Kestell spoke, he
said that at a meeting in this very
hall two years ago, he “heard
very clearly that a lot of people
did not want to have harvesting –
forest development – in this area.”
Nonetheless, he said, “We are here
to talk about managing the forest
development unit.” He added, “I do
not expect you to say, ‘Yes, come
and do this.’ ”
The company plans two separate
logging operations in the area – the
Salisbury Creek Face (Salisbury
Creek to Bulmer Creek) and the
Bulmer Creek to Argenta Creek
Face. At this point in time, he said,
four cutblocks totalling 60 hectares
are proposed in the Salisbury
Creek Face unit. They would be
in “polygon” shapes and would be
modified to address “visual quality
objectives” specifically in respect
to the views from the provincial
campgrounds at Davis Creek and
Lost Ledge.
The company is working on
a caribou management strategy,
forest health assessment, terrain
stability assessment, visual
impact assessment, fire mitigation
planning, and site plans for the
Salisbury Creek Face area. The
company hopes to finish all the
assessments in September and to
apply for cutting and road permits
in September or October. Kestell
said all the assessments would be
referred to the RDCK, Ministry
of Forests and to the public, and
there would be notifications when
they are available. He stressed that
the company has not applied for
or received cutting or road permits
for the Argenta-Johnson’s Landing
Face area.
Kestell said the timeline was
proposed but “not written in stone.
If it takes longer to get there, it takes
longer to get there. By the time
the cutting permit is submitted if
people are engaged there should be
minimal surprises.” One audience
member asked if that meant they
hoped there would be no protestors.
He said, “No, we can’t do anything
about protestors. I am hoping we
can do this together. I foresee that

85% of Argenta residents have signed a petition asking for the Argenta-Johnson’s Landing
Face to be included in the Purcell Wilderness Conservancy Provincial Park.

if there is a blockade we would get
an injunction.”
Brenda Herbison has been
hired by CCC to do the caribou
management strategy. She has
identified an area where she found
caribou tracks and scat that is not
within the provincially designated
caribou habitat. When asked if the
company would log in this area,
Kestell, said yes, they would log
30% of it and that they would
“protect and identify wildlife
corridors.”
Beetle infestation is one of the
forest health concerns they’ll be
looking at. Kestell said “the level of
concern will determine” the level of
harvest, at which point a voice from
the back was heard to say, “Here
come the clearcuts!”
Concerns were raised
about logging on “karst” land
– a distinctive topography
characterized by features such
as sink holes, sinking streams,
subsurface drainage systems and
caves. When residents asked for
a karst study, Kestell said that
would be part of the terrain stability
assessment. In an interview
subsequent to the meeting, he said
they will investigate to determine
if there is karst in the area and
“we will definitely manage around
karst.”
Fire mitigation was a topic that
came up several times throughout
the meeting, made more pressing
by the fact there was a recent fire
at CCC’s Balfour logging site. One
audience member asked why the
whole Argenta-Johnson’s Landing
Face was not considered wildlandurban interface. At one point in
the meeting, Rik Valentine, fire
warden for the area, asked if CCC
was willing to commit to meeting
with a group on the subject of fire
mitigation before proceeding with
any logging plans. Kestell said
yes. “Our company is very, very
concerned with fire.”
The next heated discussion
was about log hauling on the
narrow local road. Most of the
audience agreed with the comment,
“Nothing is going to make that
road safe.” Eric Schindler, who
lives on Johnson’s Landing Road,

FIRST FLIGHT

Four duck species in the Slocan nest in abandoned
tree cavities 1-15 m up. Responding to their
mother’s beckoning call from the ground, newly
hatched ducklings use their sharp claws to climb
up the inside of the nesting cavity then jump and
flutter to the ground, bounce once and follow their
mother to the nearest water to feed. Ducklings
require a high protein diet (dragonflies, bugs,
beetles, spiders) for rapid growth.
slocanlakess.com

said, “Putting logging trucks on this
road amounts to murder.” Someone
asked, “Who is going to back up?
The logging truck?” CCC commits
to installing signage, knowing
school bus schedules, yielding to
school buses, and supplying school
buses with two-way radios. Kestell
said there will be “zero tolerance”
for unsafe truck drivers and that
they will, at maximum, observe
the posted speed limit. Director
Watson pointed out that the road
is an “unclassified rural road” and
as such, the speed limit reverts to
80 km/hour. She asked that the
company agree to the 40 km/hour
limit posted on the classified part
of the road. People also expressed
concern about the driving habits of
other company trucks.

Kestell says he is committed to
continued community engagement.
He welcomed the formation of
a formal working group, said he
would post updates to the Lardeau
Links and CCC websites (www.
cedarcreekcedar.com), that he is
willing to take people on field
trips, and that he will receive
input through CCC’s email:
coopercreek@porcupinewood.com.
With the support of the room,
four community members – two
from Argenta, one from Johnson’s
Landing and one from Lardeau
– have agreed to organize a
community meeting within the
next month to determine what to do
from here. After that has occurred,
they will request another meeting
with CCC.

A Kootenay Fibre Arts Event
• Market Place at Lucerne School gym
Saturday 10 - 5 and Sunday 10 - 4
• Sample It (Market Place)- weaving, felting,
embroidery, drop spindle and knitting ($15)
• Yarn Tasting Saturday June 22 at 7 pm
at Bosun Hall (tickets only $20)

June 22 & 23, 2019
New Denver, BC
Website: fibrefeeliafest.ca
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OPINION

Good job, Kaslo

Good job on saying “yes” to
banning one use plastic bags. I can
only hope it also includes the brown
plastic dog poop bags, too. This also
needs to be banned. Whose crazy
idea was that? To put dog poop into
plastic? Poor Mother Earth. Pampers
are also a HUGE problem for this
beautiful planet.
Terry Geche
Kaslo

Mother Noose

Donald, Donald, where have
you been?
“I’ve been to London to see the
Queen.”
Donald, Donald, what did you
there?
“I insulted that black girl and
also the Mayor.”
Donald, Donald, what said the
Queen then?
“She told me, ‘Go home. And
don’t come again.’”
Kristen Jacks
South Slocan

Open letter to FWCP

I do appreciate receiving your
FWCP newsletter, but it is not
acceptable to me that it is mailed in
single use plastic. I see it is recyclable,
but that is not good enough. There is
absolutely no reason for adding more
of this planet destroying substance
to what we are already drowning in.
Use paper! Most recyclable plastic
still ends up in landfills – people
just cannot be bothered. I am a bit
appalled that an organization that
purports to be environmentally
responsible would do this!
Sean M. Kubara
Kaslo

Slocan Community
Health Centre invaluable

For five consecutive years since my
brother’s death in 2014, my husband
and I have returned to New Denver
for a brief visit from Ontario – both
to relive and cherish our memories of

Peter and to reconnect with new friends
he brought into our lives.
This year our visit took an
unexpected turn when I found myself
unable to breathe and in urgent need
of help at 1:30 am. My husband and I,
in panic mode, drove to the hospital,
where I was promptly and expertly
cared for. I cannot thank the staff of
Slocan Community Health Centre
enough for the excellent attention I
received from the moment we stepped
through the door to my departure by
ambulance to Trail.
That this invaluable facility
in New Denver should have to
contemplate closure or a cutback
in services is unthinkable! While
struggling to breathe, it would have
been inconceivable for me to think of
having to travel an hour and a half to
Nelson for help.
I consider myself fit; I run and cycle
regularly, and did not expect to have
need of the services I received. It really
brought home to me how critical such
care is to all the communities in and
visitors to this idyllic valley.
I urge the powers that be to
maintain, support and expand SCHC’s
services 24/7.
Kathleen Roulston
Toronto

Rapturous Raptors

Clicked on CBC and there was such
a happy woman speaking. Ecstatic. She
was so joyful that she brought tears to
my eyes even. I had no idea what she
might be so excited about so immediately
my mind went through possibilites that
might elicit such elation. Banned oil
extraction forever and it’s a big group
celebration of that decision? The phasing
out of creature-killing plastic bags,
everywhere now and always? Or maybe
people banding together to eliminate
water shortages because everyone
realizes what we must now do? Or. Or.
Or? I loved it that she was so happy.
I loved it that everyone was together
and being excited about a sport. That it
was Canada and positive. I have nothing
against sports events but hey, in the
here and now in these times when little
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villages like Slocan are on ‘elevated
water conservation measures’ while
still thinking we’re going to be major
(or minor) producers of electricity
instead of putting our efforts and money
and ingenuity into life (aka water, for
example, itself) – well, my heart dropped
a little.
Maybe we can have it all. But I fear
not and wish for fewer die-offs. Sad for
the aspen, the birch, the cedars. I am
wanting to team up for doing the best we
can with love and survival as our main
reasons for happiness.
Daphne Fields
Slocan

Jobs ahead of the
environment: no
longer an option

I like to give credit where credit is
due, and Justin Trudeau’s decision to ban
single use plastics deserves credit. No
doubt it will get plenty of criticism from
the likes of Andrew Scheer who thinks
we should instead try to deal with the
problem somewhere else in the world,
and avoid any possible job loss even
in the face of turning our oceans into a
plastic soup. No doubt the plastics lobby
is powerful.
My wife and I have been carrying
cloth bags for our shopping since
the 1970s, as have many people in
the Kootenays who care about the
environmental effect of our existence,

yet still, today, when I go to some stores,
most people are loading up their goods in
plastic bags. Individuals can have some
effect, but only government legislation
will ever solve the problem. And during
that nearly 50-year span, more and more
of the goods that go in the plastic bags
are in plastic containers – containers
that are stuffing all the earth’s creatures
with micro plastic. If you want your
mayonnaise in glass, well, you have to
pay more, and I am happy to do so for
the Earth and for my own health, but it
does little good if most other people still
buy the cheaper product in the plastic
container. We dearly need this kind of
government intervention. Putting jobs
ahead of the health of our planet is no
longer an option.
Rod Retzlaff
Glade

Two more considerations
about idling

Idling engines definitely waste
fuel, needlessly pollute and contribute
to climate change by spewing carbon
dioxide into the atmosphere, but there
are other considerations.
The only way an engine can achieve
an efficient operating temperature is
to be driven. At idle, temperatures
are too cool to combust efficiently.
The incomplete combustion leads to
condensates containing carbon and
other pollutants collecting on the
cylinder walls. These condensates are
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washed past the piston rings and into
the engine oil. The pollutants dilute
and contaminate the oil, reducing its
lubricating qualities. Diluted oil isn’t
as efficient at protecting bearings,
cylinder walls or piston rings and
these parts wear out faster. So, by not
idling unnecessarily you can extend
the life of your engine and oil and
filter. As a professional mechanic, I
witnessed this first hand. Laboratory
analysis of engine oil samples showed
marked improvement of oil quality
when idling was eliminated, to the
point of more than doubling the oil
and filter change cycle. So it is even
quantifiable and the savings were
substantial.
The second consideration of
idling is air quality. As noted, idling
engines are burning inefficiently. The
emissions equipment that vehicle
engines depend on require heat to
operate efficiently. A cool catalytic
converter isn’t functioning, so the
dirty unburnt fuel released from an
idling engine finds its way out the tail
pipe and into our lungs and the lungs
of our children, pets, wildlife and even
our garden foods.
Studies have shown the worst
place to idle is where people
congregate like at bus stops, schools
or near homes. The contaminants in
idling exhaust are proven carcinogens
and contribute to respiratory and
cardiovascular disease. Children and
the elderly are particularly vulnerable.
So by not idling unnecessarily,
you can reduce your carbon footprint,
extend the life of your engine, improve
air quality and the health of our
community and save money! You
can’t go wrong!
So if you’ll be stopped for more
than 30 seconds, turn off your engine
because idling gets you nowhere, man!
Terry Lowrey
Nelson
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Convergence
workshop a gem

Having just celebrated my first year
anniversary as a newcomer to the valley,
I remain in awe of the immense natural
and cultural gems this area offers. The
Convergence Writers Weekend is one
fine example. Last year, my husband Neil
and I sat in on the weekend’s opening
session – a tantalizing appetizer for the
writers’ workshop. I had no intention
of jumping into the actual workshop,
just enjoying the stimulating public
presentation. My decade old pile of draft
stories were long buried… somewhere.
With the announcement that there was
an opening for a latecomer workshop
participant, Neil’s eyes bored through
my head. Staring ahead, I tried to ignore
him, but he’s persistent. Meanwhile, a
tiny ember renewed its glow deep within.
As a fledgling writer with dusty work, I
questioned if it was remotely appropriate
for me to consider joining a writers’
workshop. Yet…
With encouragement from my
husband and workshop leader, Art
Joyce, I took the plunge. The writers’
workshop was incredibly worthwhile.
That rekindled ember grew into a fire in
my belly. Art showed me how to elevate
the quality of my writing. In the ensuing
months, he encouraged and mentored me
through the writing of a full manuscript.
I have recently sent my book proposal to
a publisher. Who will publish and when
remains to be seen. However, I now have
the confidence that it will happen.
This year’s Convergence Writers’
Weekend was once again bright with
sparks of insights, opportunities and
connections for all writers, from novice
to well seasoned. I’ve been refuelled by
the creativity, openness and bonding of
workshop presenters and participants.
Their collective energy will keep me
charged until next year, when I’ll be one
of the first to sign up again.
Susan Dunnigan
New Denver

Scandal: Wireless
tower on Kuskanax
Mountain Trail, again

How is it that the board of the Nakusp
Community Trails Society now supports
the location of a wireless tower directly
on the Kuskanax Mountain Trail? How
is it that this decision was made behind
closed doors without informing or asking
the membership or the public? How can
it be that the board, which was informed
by me about the possible health risks of
wireless radiation in November 2018,
now ignores these risks and doesn’t
apply the precautionary principle? How
is it that Columbia Wireless convinced
you that wireless radiation from a
tower directly located on the Kuskanax
Mountain Trail is harmless? Wouldn’t
it be reasonable to inform us hikers
and concerned citizens before making
such an important decision? Do you not
respect the persons who promoted, built,
and maintained this trail for many years?
Don’t you value our volunteer time?
Once the tower is up, I will be

banned from this trail, as my heart
condition doesn’t allow me to be even
at a short distance from a wireless
communication tower.
The board seems incapable of
standing up to industry, but hikers on the
trails will stand up!
I question the actions of the board
that don’t respect the mission statement
of the trails society of preserving the
great outdoors and promoting a healthy
lifestyle. Moreover, the actions of the
board increase the effects of climate
change.
I ask the board of directors of the
trails society: WHY?
Public, please voice your concerns
to FLNRORD Kootenay Boundary
Region, 1902 Theatre Road, Cranbrook
BC V1C 7G1, File # 4406031 Kuskanax
Tower or online at http://comment.nrs.
gov.bc.ca Deadline: July 12, 2019
Wulf Mense
Nakusp

Water systems

Spring 2018: Someone vandalized
my fence. 200 metres of it. I knew who:
video evidence. I called the RCMP. The
culprit got a tongue lashing.
Mid-summer 2018: The sheep
pasture flooded. Where is the water
coming from? There was a substantial
dam in the creek that supplies my water.
A diversion channel had been dug. I
have water rights on that creek. I called
the Ministry of Forests, Lands, and
Natural Resource Operations (FLNRO).
What I got was Front Counter. Nothing
happened. For weeks, months.
Finally, a friend gave me the number
of the Deputy Director of Compliance
and Enforcement for FLNRO. I called.
The next day I got several phone calls,
from Castlegar, from Revelstoke. A
couple of weeks later, a water officer
arrived and inspected the dam. He
advised the culprit that a licence was
required for such activities, the dam
should be removed, the diversion
channel filled in. When this job was still
far from complete two weeks later, I went
in, removed the dam, and filled in the
diversion channel. The flood subsided.
Late summer 2018: It rained. The
creek flowed, frothing and bubbling.
Stuck to the riparian clay were white
crystals interspersed with blue crystals.
There was a gelatinous mass with the
same crystals, at least a bucket full,
just beyond the fence. Fertilizer, said
the RCMP. I called Front Counter. I
called FLNRO. I called the RAPP line.
Nothing happened. At last, I was put
through to someone else, one who dealt
with water. Not FLNRO but IHA. This
one dealt only with municipalities and
communities, not with private citizens.
Nothing they could do.
The gelatinous mass slowly
dissipated. The water flowed into the
pond which replenishes my well. Is
fertilizer toxic? Did the sand filter take
out the chemicals? Well, I’m still alive.
So are the sheep.
I checked the creek this spring. The
original dam had been partially repaired.
Upstream were more, smaller dams,
10, 20 of them, obviously man-made. I
called a lawyer.

“They should have issued an order
under section 25 of the Drinking Water
Protection Act.” This Act covers all water
systems except single family dwellings.
I am the only one with water rights on
this creek. The Act does not protect me,
even though tampering with any source
of drinking water is illegal.
The answer is simple. If a water
source is dammed or diverted, call
FLNRO. If it is contaminated, call IHA,
but only if your water is provided by a
community, organization, or business. If
you are the only user, call the Ministry of
the Environment.
Nobody tells you this. Great system,
isn’t it?
Eljse de Boer
Fauquier

Plastic and garbage

Well, it took almost 50 years but
plastic bags are close to being banned.
Finally. Hate to say it but my generation
(the senior generation now) said, “Told
you so!”
We didn’t want to change to plastic
bags but the environmental groups
protecting trees, through intimidation and
tree spiking, among other tactics, forced
plastic bags on the environment and
the people of the world. School groups
wrote letters and they marched in protest
on weekends to stop the use of trees to
make paper. Big business caved and
stopped the use of paper and switched to
plastic bags. Environmentalists cheered
when Safeway said they would stop
using paper. We were happy with paper
bags and cardboard boxes but we were
told it was bad for the environment. The
environmentalists won. Plastic use was
just taking off.
I really hope they are not just going
to stop at banning plastic grocery bags.
That would be doing little to nothing.
Look at the jumbo-sized plastic bags
used as garbage can liners that go into
the dump, all the plastic bags used to
hold garbage in about every room in
the home. All single use plastic bags.
Just tied up and tossed into the plastic
bag in the garbage can. We never had
plastic bags and there is no excuse to
use plastic bags anywhere now. Are we
just too lazy to take a handful of our
garbage into the next room in the house
to put in the house garbage can? Heck,
we are using plastic bags inside plastic
garbage cans! Garbage does not have to
be packed in a plastic bag to dispose of
it at the recycle stations. A protest at the
deep sea docks stopping the unloading of
plastic bags and plastic containers from
China would stop hundreds of millions of
tons of plastic every year from entering
Canada and our environment.
Reusable shopping bags from WallyMart and such stores are plastic, don’t
last and end up in our environment!
Even the cloth reusable bags from India,
China, etc. pollute over six litres of our
precious earth’s water to make a single
bag, not to mention the carbon pollution
footprint of the factories making these
bags. The inks used to advertise on the
outside are to be considered as pollution,
too.
We can’t ban all plastic of course.
Our electric cars are all plastic, including
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the wiring insulation in the electric motors
and battery casings. Our home wiring
is all plastic coated. Our computers,
cell phones, TVs and gamer consoles,
pens and writing instruments, musical
instruments all have plastic components
or are made with plastic molds. Car seats
to keep babies safe, and on and on… all
plastic. All ending up in our landfills. No
wonder the world is drowning in plastic.
Now here is a partial solution. Write
your MP, tell them you want Canada
to take responsibility for our garbage,
including plastic. No more shipping it out
of Canada. We sell and ship our garbage
to third world countries to deal with for
us. Not ours anymore. Their problem.
Even China is fed up with taking our
garbage and have stopped taking it.
The Philippines are sending over 100
shipping containers back to us. Only
9% of our collected recycled plastic is
recycled. Why? What is the third world
doing with our recycled plastic and
garbage? What they can afford to do.
They get paid to take it then dump it into
the ocean to get rid of it.
William E Cuell
Kaslo

Open letter to
Katrine Conroy, MLA
Today (June 6) all over BC, people
are demonstrating in front of their
MLAs’ offices to stand up for our forests,
particularly our ancient forests. I would
be coming to your office, except I can no
longer make sense of driving 200k to go
to an environmental protest.
I want you to do something about
the logging crisis in BC. I think we are in
the same position in the logging industry,
especially in relation to old-growth
forests and domestic watersheds, as
Alberta is in with the oil industry. Within
our lifetimes, things have to change, and
change drastically. We can no longer be
hewers of wood for the world. We need
to transition away from the rapacious
logging practices that have become the
norm within the last few decades.
I am no expert. But I do pay attention
to what is going on in the forests of BC
and I spend a lot of time in the remoter
areas of the Kootenays. I have seen the
hillsides being denuded, and the constant
stream of logging trucks coming out
of the back country. Do you ever go
out there, Katrine? Have you taken
a drive up towards the Little Slocan,
or driven up the Duncan/ Lardeau?
I hear the water users in Glade crying
because they can’t even go to court
because they can’t come up with, in
advance, the money they would need
to pay off Kalesnikoff’s court costs
if they lose their case. I see Jennifer
Houghton and the entire community
in Grand Forks wondering why their
town flooded and looking up to see the
huge clearcuts above their town. I attend
Silverton council meetings and see the
councillors rolling over while the logging
companies come in to log their domestic
watershed, because they know there is no
legal recourse and all they can do is pay
out good money they don’t have to get
an independent review of the inevitable.
I used to work in the logging

industry. I am well aware the workers
are real people who need to feed their
families. But there are fewer and fewer
workers and more and more trees coming
down. “Then came the big machines, /
Ripped up the trees, and muddied all the
streams.....” No one is really benefitting
here but the corporations.
We absolutely need to stop raw log
exports. We need to protect the little that
is left of our ancient forests. We need
to go heavily towards value-added. We
need to return the oversight of logging to
the government and out of the hands of
the very companies that stand to benefit
from removing every magnificent tree
they come across. When I hear Heyman
saying, “I don’t think we’re going to
return to the 1970s,” meaning when the
RPFs worked for the government and not
for the logging companies, I say, “Why
not?” Sometimes it is a good idea to go
back and undo mistakes. When I see a
logging company saying, “We’re going
to stop logging second growth but we
will keep logging old growth because
we still have a good profit margin from
it,” my heart quails.
Do something, Katrine. I commend
your government for doing so well at
keeping your promises, for expanding
social programs. What I don’t
understand, particularly since you are
allied with the Greens, is why you have
such an appalling environmental record.
I had hoped for better. I know you can
do better. I appeal to the person you are
who loves the land and loves the forests
and loves the Kootenays.
Moe Lyons
New Denver

Do you have the right
to clean water in BC?

On Monday, April 1, 2019 – April
Fool’s Day – Judge McEwen chose to
adhere to a legal principle that makes
it difficult for public interest groups to
access the legal system. Judge McEwen
did this by demanding that the Glade
Watershed Protection Society (GWPS)
raise the funds necessary to pay the
legal costs of losing their case in order
to proceed.
Glade Watershed Protection Society
(GWPS) is a volunteer-based public
interest group working to protect its
consumptive use watershed. Their work is
supported by West Coast Environmental
Law and community fundraising. Judge
McEwen’s requirement that GWPS raise
$15,000 in 60 days to cover the potential
costs of legal proceedings for two
corporate logging companies effectively
excludes them from equal access to the
legal system. If the monies cannot be
raised, their application for protection
under the Drinking Water Protection Act
(DWPA) will be dismissed.
Two timber companies have tenure
in Glade public forest. On Feb 4, 2019
GWPS sought a temporary injunction
against Kalesnikoff Logging Company
(KLC) and Atco Wood Products
(Atco) until a Forest Practices Review
investigation and a judicial review of
a DWPA decision could be completed.
Both companies argued against the
continued on page 6
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continued from page 5
injunction, stating that they had invested
heavily in the Glade Creek watershed,
and that logging would not harm the
water. This contradicts reports prepared
by registered professionals (hydrologist,
forester and forest ecologist) that assert
that water quality and quantity are at
risk from planned logging, particularly
in this time of climate change. KLC and
Atco further asserted that since GWPS
is a non-profit with almost no funds, they
would be unable to recoup any costs
from them.
The court dismissed GWPS’s
injunction application. Judge Tammen,
BC Supreme Court, stated that the risk
of harm to Glade Creek water does not
“rise above the level of speculation.”
Ignoring professionals’ concerns about
water quantity, he stated that if harm
did occur, it could be remedied by
additional water treatment and would
not be “irreparable.” Any changes to
water flows cannot be remedied by water
treatment. This decision also ignores the
health risks associated with many forms
of treated water and the high costs to
install effective water treatment systems.
The municipalities of Vancouver and
Victoria discontinued logging in their
watersheds for these reasons.
In his judgement, Judge Tammen
stated that if the injunction were granted,
the timber companies would suffer
“irreparable” injury due to “obvious
economic harm.” Furthermore, these
companies would not be able to recover

Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING
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3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

any damages from GWPS. By awarding
costs to Atco and KLC because of
their “virtual complete success” in
the proceeding, the legal system has
supported the corporate interests of
resource companies, while dismissing
societies appearing for the sake of the
public good.
In court, Judge McEwen noted:
“Do you have a right to clean water? I’d
suggest you don’t… there just is nowhere
in the law where you can look and say,
there it is – there’s my right. I have a right
to clean water.”
Through exploring legislative
mechanisms to effectively protect
drinking water, GWPS has come to an
impasse. Yet climate change is predicted
to increase the incidence of both spring
floods and fall droughts. Forestry is the
single largest greenhouse gas emitter in
BC and the ‘business as usual’ paradigm
ignores that intact, old forests produce
the best water. Judges McEwen and
Tammen’s decisions impact public
interests across the province.
To assist the Glade Watershed
Protection Society in defraying costs,
the public can donate via https://www.
protectgladewatershed.com. GWPS is
also requesting that people write to their
local MLA, and the Ministers of Forests,
Lands, Natural Resource Operations and
Rural Development and the Environment
asking for changes to forestry legislation
so that water conservation is put ahead
of resource development.
Heather McSwan for
Glade Watershed Protection Society

Freedom is eroding

Next time you head to the liquor
store it may be under RCMP surveillance.
Just like a seedy drug dealer’s house, the
RCMP are interested in what you buy at
the liquor store, especially if you drive.

Canadians have been put in the awkward
position of being stone sober and yet
an officer can now legally demand an
alcohol breathalyzer. Refuse this poor
treatment and you just admitted guilt.
If you are unable to blow hard enough,
that could prove you to be guilty, your
car towed and charges laid, even if you
are stone cold sober. This fantastical
procedure is already happening across
Canada as the RCMP enjoys their new
legal freedoms to trample on citizens.
This was not laid down by Heil Harper
and the Conservatives, but by our
beloved little Liberal Frenchy, Justin
Trudeau.
‘Justin’ is an anglicized form of the
Latin given name Justinus, a derivative
of Justus, meaning just, fair, or righteous.
Sadly, Justin Trudeau is not living up to
his name – not even a tiny bit.
Canadians’ rights are eroding badly
under the Liberal federal government. I
imagine we will soon change our name
from Canada to Canapore, a mix of
Canada and Singapore. We can even
make a handy cane from our beloved
maple tree to punish those who transgress
our glorious and righteous laws! Don’t
waste money on courts, clerks, cops,
lawyers, bailiffs, sheriffs, and judges –
just bring the offender to the CBC studio
where they can be viciously caned on live
TV and internet. We will be very good
sheeple then, I assure it. Have a gander
at a Singapore caning on YouTube: the
screams, pain and humiliation are real.
The example it sets creates a ripple of
fear and submission to an authoritative
government.
Singapore is a strange place, even
30 years ago when I travelled there.
They have some strange laws too, like
a fine for not flushing the toilet, spitting,
gum chewing or graffiti. If the fine is not

enough, they will cane you on live TV.
When I made my way north to Thailand,
it was like a breath of fresh air. I could
have a beer in the street, relax and be a
lazy tourist. I was in the Land of Smiles
and it felt good. I was in Singapore for
10 days and a smile was rare. Maybe
smiling was against the law in Singapore;
I am not sure.
When your freedoms are eroded
by the state and you grow up with it,
you enjoy it. It’s all you know. When
a young Singaporean looks westward
to USA and Canada, they see a wild
west of shootings, fear and political
craziness. They may be right. However,
what beautiful poetry, book or film will
come out of Singapore? When your
body and mind is controlled by the state,
you are controlled completely, a good
teddy bear in true Orwellian style. The
Singapore people are generally cozy
with this arrangement and the desire
to travel to free, mighty New York has
waned considerably. America used to
be a beacon of freedom. Now it is a
beacon of hate, especially to women
(abortion), minorities, LGBQ+ and
migrants worldwide.
Donald Trump, ‘leader of the free
world,’ thinks dictators are good. When
China’s leader Xi gave himself powers
for life, Donny thought this was a good
idea. He also admires Turkey’s scum bag
leader Erdogan and also the Philippine
self-confessed closet homosexual, mass
murderer, Duterte. Donny also likes his
Rocket Man, Kim Jong-In, of North
Korea, too, saying his people love him.
Fascism is on the rise around the
world and Canada is leading the way
with these Draconian laws against law
abiding citizens. Alcohol and marijuana
are the gateways to taking away people’s
freedoms. Welcome to Canapore. Step
lightly and obey. Colour within the lines
and be good sheeple. If you step out of
line, a maple cane awaits, wielded by
the RCMP.
Nick Chatten
Crescent Valley

Camp set up to
oppose Balfour
Watershed logging

Our community watershed in
Balfour, BC is currently being logged by
licencee holder Cooper Creek Cedar Ltd.
and independent contractor Sunshine
Logging. On June 3, a human caused
fire was reported in the active cutblock
up the Balfour FSR. Though under
investigation, it is currently speculated
it was due to a spark under a stack of
logs onsite. It’s been an ongoing battle
between Balfour community, BC Timber
Sales (BCTS), and Cooper Creek Cedar
Ltd. to not have harvesting of this
watershed especially since the 2011 slide
above the community after BCTS logged
it despite the West Arm Demonstration
Forest’s warnings not to. They are soon
going to rebuild the road and harvest
once again above the previous slide.
Since this logging proposal was
presented to Balfour community by
Cooper Creek Cedar Ltd. during the
initial ‘public consultation’ period in

September 2017, the community has
been opposed to it. However, Bill Kestell,
Registered Professional Forester at
Cooper Creek Cedar, told the community
that there was no question about if the
logging was going to happen – he was
there to inform the community about
when it was going to happen.
We commissioned an independent
assessment of slope and soil stability,
which indicated it is not stable and
there are fish bearing lakes above.
Furthermore, a reliable spring that
several water licence holders have relied
on since 1956 during times of drought
is now dry. The top clearcut resulted
in an avalanche down one of the major
creeks, jeopardizing six domestic and
three irrigation water licence holders.
The avalanche is anticipated to happen
yearly due to increased snowpack as a
result of a combination of open clearcut,
wind direction, and snowpack.
As a community, we have sent
countless pieces of correspondence to
Cooper Creek Cedar, local forestry,
various levels of government, and
gathered over 3,000 signatures opposing
the logging. A 37-day camp protest at the
base of the logging road last November
delayed the logging of this watershed.
About a month ago, Bill Kestell of
Cooper Creek Cedar sent out an email
saying that they will begin.
So, Balfour is now under increased
fire risk, on top of the risk of losing our
watershed and the future risk of another
landslide by the time they are done
up there. All without the consent of
the community. So, what does ‘public
consultation’ mean exactly to Cooper
Creek Cedar and Sunshine Logging?
In these times of record forest fires,
driest springs on record and lowest
precipitation, we simply cannot afford
to lose any more vital watersheds or
old growth, which these companies are
very aggressively targeting. We cannot
continue business as usual, meeting the
unrealistic annual allowable cut. It leaves
our local ecosystems very vulnerable to
climate crisis adaptation and it’s a public
safety issue.
We have set up a non-violent direct
action camp at the entrance of the Balfour
Transfer Station (at the base of Balfour
Face FSR) to protect this watershed and
be the voice for all other surrounding
watersheds that are under threat by
Cooper Creek Cedar Ltd. and BCTS (ie:
Ymir, Argenta, Johnsons Landing, etc).
The camp is within walking distance
to the Balfour ferry landing and all the
services there. We call for support in any
capacity – filming, contacting the media,
camping with us, getting informed and
getting the word out.
There are some very important
online public consultations right now,
calling for our input on changing forestry
practices. This is great, but we still need
to hold strong and demand change more
quickly in our region as the current
volume of extraction and loss of our vital
watersheds/ old growth/ caribou habitat
is happening too fast for our ecosystems
to withstand.
Jessica Ogden
Balfour
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Wildflowers for Pollinators presented at Argenta Hall
by Moe Lyons
“Save plants, we save ourselves.”
This was the message brought to
Argenta Hall on Friday, June 14 by
Brenda Beckwith and Valerie Huff
from the Kootenay Native Plants
Society (KNP). Saturday, they took
groups of people to different sites in
the Argenta area to talk about creating
meadows.
“Trees are well taken care of.
We hear lots about trees. We even
have an Arbor Day! But where is
the Wildflower Day? These plants
support all life. Climate-resistant
systems require lots of plants to feed
lots of insects to feed lots of birds,
fish and mammals,” Beckwith said.
These days, we are experiencing
an “insect apocalypse” and
the number of plants that have
disappeared from the wild is more

than the number of all other species
combined. KNP says it is important
to recognize we are “losing integral
relationships between pollinators
and plants.”
In BC, there are over 600 species
of bees, and over 5,000 native plant
species, a phenomenal diversity
with a “high degree of co-evolution
and interdependence.” Sadly,
government’s current ecological
practice is to dedicate “very little if
at all to habitat restoration.”
The society has recently initiated
Wildflowers for Pollinators (W4P),
a “citizen science meadowscaping
project,” dedicated to the “creation
and conservation of wildflower
meadows for pollinators,” currently
focusing on Kootenay Lake.
W4P hopes to “create a Kootenay
Lake Wildflower Seed Library –

seeds collected by volunteer citizen
scientists.” Remember, they say,
“Only native plants support all bees
and other pollinators.” For example,
one really important plant is the
ubiquitous wild or silky lupin – one
type of butterfly can’t eat anything
else.
If you are collecting seed, W4P
asks you to remember the following
collection ethics: Identify your plants;
avoid weeds; maintain populations
(never take more than 20% of a
healthy population); get skills in plant
identification; and do not collect nonnative species. “Our native plants
have been completely neglected
and completely over-run.” Supplies
you will need are: paper bags or
envelopes, gloves, clippers or shears
and strainers or screens. Remember
that every plant is different, and seed

by Jan McMurray
A fire broke out in an active
logging cutblock near Balfour at
about 6 pm on Monday, June 3.
The block is in Cooper Creek
Cedar’s forestry tenure and Sunshine
Logging has the contract to do the
harvesting.
Balfour Harrop Fire Chief Nora
Hannon reports that the Balfour
Harrop Fire Department and a BC
Wildfire crew responded, along
with one helicopter. The fire was
contained Monday night, and BC
Wildfire crews returned on Tuesday.
The Southeast Fire Centre reports
that the final fire size was 0.67
hectares.
The fire was determined to
be human-caused, and Ministry
of Forests Compliance and
Enforcement is leading the
investigation.
Bill Kestell of Cooper Creek
Cedar says he believes the fire was

caused by the feller buncher (the
machine that cuts down the trees),
which was in operation until about
10 am in the area where the fire later
broke out. He says there was no
sign of the fire all day, but perhaps
a spark from the machine smoldered
throughout the day and flared up
in the evening. The crew stopped
logging at 2 pm. The required
one-hour fire watch was done, and
workers were on site until 5 pm
loading logs. No sign of fire was
detected.
Kestell said they were informed
about the fire at about 6 pm. The
owner of Sunshine Logging returned
right away, and when he arrived, the
Balfour Harrop Fire Department
was on site. Kestell says he arrived
about 7 pm, and a Sunshine Logging
skidder was providing water. Other
than that, the fire department, who
was in charge of the fire, didn’t
want them to mobilize any of their

equipment.
Kestell says they were in
full compliance with fire safety
regulations. “I don’t know if the
investigation is ongoing, but
everything we’ve heard is that
Compliance and Enforcement and
the Southeast Fire Centre are satisfied
that we were in full compliance.”
Kestell reports that Cooper
Creek Cedar and Sunshine Logging
have discussed the incident and have
put stricter measures in place than
are required by law. For example,
the feller buncher will be shut down
at least one hour before the crew’s
finishing time. Fire watch will be
one hour longer than required,
and the crew will have more
firefighting equipment than required.
“Additionally, Cooper Creek Cedar
will continue to monitor the weather
ourselves and if we deem shutdown
is necessary, we will. We don’t want
this to happen again,” Kestell said.

Fire breaks out in Balfour cutblock

Medical marijuana grow building burns down in Cooper Creek
by Jan McMurray
There has been another fire at
the Meadow Creek Cedar property in
Cooper Creek, formerly a sawmill and
now a medical marijuana production
facility. On the evening of Friday, June
14, a structure on the property being
used to grow medical marijuana was
destroyed by fire.
Constable Leo Turko of the Kaslo
RCMP reports that the fire is not
suspicious. He says the cause is

unknown but was likely electrical.
The RCMP was called at 6:18 pm
and when Turko arrived at the property
at 7:10, he says the structure fire was
nearly out. There were no injuries.
Cooper Creek is not in the Kaslo
fire department’s protection area. Turko
said the local fire warden attended to
ensure the fire wouldn’t spread.
WorkSafe BC was notified of
the incident by the RCMP. Craig
Fitzsimmons of WorkSafe BC reports

by Jan McMurray
Construction will begin on the
Duncan River bridge on Argenta
Road near Hwy 31 north of Kaslo

on June 21, according to Online
Constructors Ltd. president Khalid
Mohammad. The company expects
to be working on the bridge until the
beginning of August.
A girder on one of the spans is
rotting and will be replaced.
Not many closures are expected,
Mohammad said, and most will be
less than 15 minutes. One four-hour
closure is expected, and the company
will give stakeholders seven days
notice of the closure by email.
For more information, call
1-604-309-0555.

Duncan River Bridge
construction begins June 21
Correction

Our front page story last issue,
‘Kaslo looks at banning single-use
plastic bags,’ incorrectly stated that
Anne Heard had initiated the petition
in support of the ban. In fact, it
was JV Humphries student Kelly
Pearson. The petition is posted at
change.org and had 940 signatures
as of June 15.

that a WorkSafeBC officer responded
and was on site on the afternoon of June
15. He says the employer is required to
conduct an investigation, which will
help to identify the cause and hazards,
while finding ways to prevent similar
incidents from happening in the future.
The property used to house a
sawmill, built by the Japanese-owned
Meadow Creek Cedar Ltd. Dale
Kooner purchased the company in
2005, including the forest licence and
sawmill property. Under Kooner’s
ownership, the company went through
tumultuous times – forest licence
suspensions, worker safety infractions,
and lawsuits. A fire on the property
on November 13, 2014 destroyed
the sawmill. That fire was deemed
accidental. In 2016, Kooner started up
a medical marijuana production facility
on the property.
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in different ways and at different
times. Some seeds must be stored
dry, some wet.
Start small. Get to know one
plant at a time, and “identify, observe,
learn!” Harvest seeds only from
plants you know. “Host a seed
collection training day, and invite
us!” They are currently looking
to set up seed depots in different
communities.
They are also looking for places
to make meadows. This process
is known as “meadowscaping:
designing, planting and managing
to provide ecological function and
benefits to pollinators.” The idea is
to promote “diversity of native plants
adapted to local climate and soil
conditions, and thus meet the needs of
native wildlife. Native plant species
are deep-rooted and drought resistant,
and provide habitat and forage for
birds, bees, other pollinators and
other beneficial insects.”
There are five steps to making a
meadow. 1. Site selection: sunny and
open, although some shade can be
fine; 2. Site preparation: six layers –
cardboard, then shredded paper, then
decomposed leaves, then soil, then
compost, then mulch (do it now then
wait for fall and remove the mulch);
3. Plant selection: remember to be
conscious about what plants will
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want to grow where you want to put
them; 4. Planting (in the early fall);
and 5. Ongoing management.
Just try it, they say, “and let the
meadow teach you. Watch in all
seasons and with all your senses.
Add more, move things, manage
less. Add other natural features, such
as wood, rocks, water. Remember,
you are building a more resilient and
healthy future for many beings.”
Ultimately, you will be serving
yourself, “cultivating discovery,
delight and daydreaming.”
For more information, visit
kootenaynativeplants.ca.
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With Gratitude to Hiltrud Rohlmann
August 11, 1934 - March 2, 2013
Over the years many people in Kaslo
may have learned to knit, crochet,
search for herbs, make a lavender
wand, or have been the recipient of a
stitched, felted, or wild crafted art
piece from Hiltrud. Kaslovians enjoyed
the flowers she brought to decorate
concerts, church services, Langham and
School events. She was a woman of
many talents, with a broad knowledge of
wild crafting and the traditional arts.
Hiltrud had more than a fair share of difficulties. She grew up in post-WWII Germany
and after that struggled hard to study and then find work in England. Her zest for life
helped her as a new immigrant and Waldorf teacher in Toronto, where she cared for
children with severe physical difficulties in a home-like setting. Her great knowledge
of botany, medicinal plants, and trees came with her upbringing. Her father was a
colleague of Rodolf Steiner, and in Canada, her husband, John Rohlmann, was a
respected Steinarian agriculturalist (& film maker). Hiltrud offered Kaslo her determined
energy and made it her home for over 25 years.
Her estate has gifted Kootenay Lake Hospice Society with a donation of $20,000,
JVH School with a scholarship and a bursary for graduating students (for a decade),
and the Langham with enough funds to establish a 3rd gallery space.
She loved the Langham, and prior to becoming ill, was an active volunteer there.
Hiltrud would be glad her life’s savings will go to ease the grief of others, support the
arts, and encourage Kaslo students as they further their education.
North Kootenay Lake Hospice Society, JVH School, and the Langham want to
announce their thanks and gratitude to Hiltrud and the executors of her estate, for
this wise and generous legacy which will serve the whole community of Kaslo.
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Two fires in Slocan caused by carelessness
by Barbara Curry Mulcahy
Each of two recent fires in Slocan
during the hot dry weather of early
June “could have been a disaster,”
said Slocan Fire Chief John Gates.
Both were quickly put out thanks to
immediate action by local residents
and Slocan’s fire department.
“Just carelessness” was the cause
in both cases.
On June 5, a fire at the end of
Arthur Street by the power pole in
the beach parking lot was possibly
started, Gates said, when a cigarette
butt was dropped in dry grass.
Fortunately, one of the nearby
residents, Jim Gordon, saw and
smelled the smoke and sounded the
alarm. He brought a fire extinguisher
from his house. Mike Naylor, who
was launching his boat, ran over with
the fire extinguisher he carries in his
truck. Naylor said another fellow
with an RV joined them with a small
extinguisher.
Naylor said it was “scary” for a
while because the area was so dry.
Pollen fallen from the cottonwoods
was catching fire and in no time the
fire was “off and running.” Naylor
said he thought perhaps some kids
had started the blaze and said “it’s
important that everyone knows not to
fool around with that kind of stuff.”
Naylor said the three men had
the fire “half stomped out and
half extinguished” by the time
the firefighters arrived. Gates said
firefighters just had to soak the
remains.
The fire chief commented that
this was a close call and it was very
lucky that the fire was seen and
responded to so soon by people with
fire extinguishers. Without that quick
response, he said, the fire could have
spread to the three nearby houses.
Just three days later, on June 8,

condo resident Dodie Zerr was out
gardening when she noticed smoke
just north of the condos, at the edge
of the forest beside the campground.
Her husband phoned 911 while
she filled buckets and ran over to
throw them on the biggest flames
in the grass fire. Her husband and
a neighbour tried to set up hoses to
fight the fire but found their hoses
didn’t reach.
Zerr said her husband had trouble
getting an answer on 911 – it rang
and rang, she said. On his third try,
he got through and Slocan firefighters
were soon on the scene. They put
out the fire in about 15 minutes,
and spent an extra hour soaking the
ground.
Gates said if Zerr had not gone
out to work in her garden and seen
the fire and called for help, the flames
could have spread to the large and
forested campground. Zerr agreed
that it was lucky she’d seen the
smoke that afternoon. She said she
doesn’t usually garden at that time
of day.
It’s not known how or by whom
the fire was started.
About eight firefighters were
called out for the condo fire and
six for the beach fire. Asked if he
had any advice for preventing fires,
Gates said, “Just think. Don’t throw
cigarette butts down. If you’re
having a fire, make sure it’s out
before you leave.”
Slocan started restricting water
consumption on June 4 but this has
not caused any problems for the
firefighters. “Normally we fill from
the fire hydrants” for fires in Slocan,
said Gates, however when called
out to Lemon Creek or Perry’s, the
firefighters pump water from the
river to refill their two fire trucks.
Gates said Slocan’s current water

restrictions just mean “we’ve been
going to the lake to draw water” and
getting more practice using their
pumps.
The Slocan Fire Department
has 26 volunteers. Work and other
commitments mean not everyone
is available but Gates said he “can

count on 15 volunteers almost all
the time. New volunteers are always
welcome.” Volunteers who aren’t
able to fight fires can help with
administration or fundraising.
The Fire Department’s recent
Fish Derby raised $3,200. The group
wants to buy a rescue boat for use on
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the south end of Slocan Lake. At this
time, the only rescue boat on the lake
is based in New Denver and it takes
an hour or so to travel to Slocan.
The firefighters expect the boat to
cost $60,000-$100,000 and is raising
the money through fundraisers and
grants.

Slocan Fire Chief John Gates said two recent fires in Slocan “could have been a disaster.” The fire near the condos was “quite involved,” he said.

New coasters at local pubs carry consent messages
by Jan McMurray
“We all have a role to play in
ending sexual violence.” This message
and other similar ones are printed
on coasters provided to the pubs in
Nakusp and New Denver by Arrow
& Slocan Lakes Community Services
(ASLCS).
“We hope the coasters will get
the conversation going about how
important consent is,” said Carlee
Hughes, Stopping the Violence
Outreach Worker at ASLCS, in an
interview.
Hughes spearheaded the project to

have coasters designed with messages
such as “100% of sexual assaults are
preventable” and “Intoxication is not
an invitation,” and to distribute them
to local pubs.
“The coasters are great because
they have the phone number of the
Interior crisis line on them, and people
can take them home with them,”
Hughes said. The crisis line workers
can direct people to local contacts in
Nakusp.
The project was funded with a
federal grant for Victims and Survivors
of Crime Week. The grant also funded a

May 28 workshop in Nakusp by Justin
Boardman, retired detective and victim
advocate from Salt Lake City, Utah.
Hughes reports that 24 people attended
the day of trauma-informed training
with Boardman, learning how to better
understand victims and the trauma they
experience. This workshop followed
a two-day session in April, which
provided 40 local people with best
practices training on how to respond
to sexual assault survivors.
ASLCS is working on forming a
Sexual Assault Response & Resource
Team (SARRT) in Nakusp.

VALHALLA SOCIETY - 2019
BEARS & TOADS
SLOCAN VALLEY AREA “H” RURAL BEARSMART
PROGRAM
Contact Coordinator: Kim Frederiksen
		250-226-6908 kimbfrederiksen8@gmail.com
Funding for cost sharing (of 50%) for electric fencing
		
Gillian Sanders, Grizzly Bear Coexistence Solutions
		250-353-1137 grizzlyfencingproject@gmail.com
Carlee Hughes (right), Stopping the Violence Outreach Worker, delivers coasters with consent messages to bartender Nina Stevens (left) at
Odin’s Pub in New Denver.

PHOTO: MARCY MAHR

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR TOAD
CONSERVATION STUDY AT FISH LAKE

Adult female western toad on Hwy. 31A at Fish Lake.

Become a “Toad Ambassador” and help toads cross the road
• From late April through July, volunteer for a few nights a week to spend
1-2 hours just after dark moving migrating adult toads off Highway 31A at
Fish and Bear lakes. Female toads are killed each year while crossing the
highway to breed carrying some 12,000 eggs that won’t become toadlets.
• In August, volunteer during the day at the Fish Lake rest stop to help monitor
toadlet migrations and talk to the public.
Training provided and mileage costs reimbursed.
Please contact: Cindy Walker, katakwak@hotmail.com
Marcy Mahr, marcy@netidea.com 250-358-2660

Slocan Fire Chief John Gates accepts a $1,000 cheque from Dick Kelly and Karen Davis of the Spirit of Slocan Committee to go towards the
Slocan & District Fire Department’s fundraising efforts for a Flat Water Rescue Boat for use on Slocan Lake.
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Slocan council, June 10: Affordable housing project update given
by Barbara Curry Mulcahy
• Councillor Joel Pelletier
reported that the Slocan Affordable
Housing Commission met on May
30. Eric Clough has prepared
preliminary plans for the proposed
three two-storey triplexes on the
corner of Giffin and Slocan St.
The plans will be submitted with
a $10,000 grant application to the
Rural Dividend Fund for a feasibility
analysis.
Clough advised the group to
“think in terms of a $2,000,000
budget from start to finish” and
he suggested the committee hire a
project manager for the construction
phase.
The group has decided that
design and aesthetics are very
important and are considering
modern, industrial, and timber frame
features. Councillor Pelletier pointed
out that this project and the condos
are the first thing visitors will see
when entering Slocan.
Clough has agreed to donate his
time developing design concepts
and design development. Design
development will provide floor plans
and elevations to a nearly final stage.
There will be enough foundation and
framing details “for quite accurate
estimating purposes.” In addition,
he will provide preliminary heat
loss calculation to establish how
much insulation will be required and
estimates for annual heating costs.
He will be able to project operating
cost estimates. Clough said that after
the design development phase, his
volunteer work would end, though
he would be available for hire for
architectural drawings.
Eighty-five people responded to
the SAHC housing survey. Pelletier
called this “a great response” to a
month-long survey. In a separate
matter, council agreed that Slocan

will support the RDCK’s application
to the UBCM Housing Needs Report
Program for a $150,000 grant to
conduct a regional housing needs
assessment. Slocan would be eligible
for $15,000. CAO Michelle Gordon
said this needs assessment “would
be way broader in scope” than the
SAHC housing survey.
• Mayor Lunn said she had met
briefly with Clough on June 10 about
the Wellness Centre landscaping
design plan. She described him as
“excited to connect with stakeholder
groups” over the next couple of
months. He will prepare a basic
concept plan for the stakeholders
to consider.
• Councillor Madeleine Perriere
reported on donated medical
equipment which is currently being
stored in various homes around
the village. She asked council to
find a space for it and ensure it is
monitored. CAO Gordon said this
would be a “wonderful initiative”
and Mayor Jessica Lunn said there
was a small empty room in the
Wellness Centre. Council agreed
that a list should be made of all the
equipment and its whereabouts.
CAO Gordon will put the word out
for volunteers to compile the list and
Eric Clough will advise the Village
in his report on Wellness Centre
landscaping whether sheds for
medical equipment could be placed
by “the ugly green power box” south
of the Wellness Centre.
• Mayor Lunn attended
the Federation of Canadian
Municipalities (FCM) annual
conference, this year held May
30-June 2 in Quebec City. She
was impressed with Quebec City’s
waterfront reclamation (from
industrial land to parkland) based
on a 100-year flood plan.
She also attended an FCM

by Jan McMurray
Although the closest 24/7
emergency department to Nakusp is
in New Denver, Interior Health sent
out a public service announcement
(PSA) on June 8 notifying people
that Nakusp’s ER would be closed
overnight June 8-9 and directing
people to Vernon, Revelstoke, Trail
or Nelson – with no mention of New
Denver.
IH communications consultant
Karl Hardt told the Valley Voice that
it was strictly an oversight that the
Slocan Community Health Centre
in New Denver was excluded from
the PSA.
“News of the unexpected lack
of staff in Nakusp on Saturday came
without much notice and Slocan
Community Health Centre was
unintentionally missed in getting out
the PSA,” Hardt said. “We are very
sorry for the omission. We apologize
for any confusion the PSA created.”
Hardt said New Denver ’s
emergency room was included on
the sign on the door at the Arrow

Lakes Hospital during the overnight
closure. He added that it was included
in a PSA last year on another rare
occasion when there was a staffing
challenge in Nakusp.
The emergency department at
Arrow Lakes Hospital was closed
overnight from midnight to 7 am
on June 9 “due to unexpected
and temporary limited staffing
availability,” according to the PSA.
New Denver residents are very
protective of their 24/7 emergency
department since Interior Health
tried to reduce ER hours at Slocan
Community Health Centre last year.

workshop on 5G in Canadian
municipalities, where smart
technology was promoted. She said
cities were using 5G smart tech to
reduce light pollution and garbage
pickup, to monitor urban forests
for fires. In rural areas, 5G is being
used for smart agriculture, drones,
smart health, telehealth, “making
remote less remote.” She said
that when workshop leaders were
questioned about 5G health issues,
they responded that “5G is not new
in that it’s non-ionizing spectrum
and must meet safety standards as
prescribed by Health Canada.”
Councillor Pelletier said that he
had researched 5G and discovered
that it only reaches a short distance
so it would have to be put “on every
power pole” to cover the Village. He
said Telus could not just put it on the
cell tower and would have to consult
with council before introducing
5G. Pelletier said it was “relieving
for me that we’re not going to get
it turned on without consulting
the community.” During public
participation, Pelletier was asked if
he was reassured that 5G was safe.
He said he was still looking into it.
• Slocan will join the Kootenaywide Intercommunity Business
Licence (ICBL) program, which
allows businesses licenced in their
home community to also operate
throughout the Kootenays. Right
now, businesses are required to
buy a license in each community
that they serve but many don’t.
CAO Michelle Gordon said the
partnership was “really exciting.”
Businesses will save money and
paperwork. Residents will have
greater choice in who they can
hire. Communities will be able to
“monitor the contractors who are

coming in and out” on the ICBL
database. Council directed staff to
draft updates to Village policies and
bylaws as required.
• CAO Michelle Gordon reported
that the Village has recently received
$1,500 in insurance to repair the
Screech Owl kiosk signage.
• Councillor Pelletier expressed
appreciation for the two loads of sand
delivered to the beach volleyball
court. Daryl Popoff donated one of
the loads.
• Chief Financial Officer
Colin McClure presented the
2018 Statement of Financial
Information (SOFI) and the
2018 Annual Municipal Report.
McClure called 2018 “a real positive
year,” highlighting revenues from
the campground, Job Creation
Partnership grants, and a high interest
savings account and investments.
He said capital expenditures were
low in 2018 ($425,347 was spent)
and would probaby be higher next
year. (The micro-hydro plant is
one expensive item that has been
delayed.) Remuneration costs
and employee expenses totalled
$282,466. The public is invited to

attend a special meeting of council
on Monday June 24 at 5 pm where
they will be able to make comments
on the annual report. Both the SOFI
and the annual report are available
at the Village Office or on Slocan’s
website (under Slocan News).
• During Public Participation,
new resident Neil Turkington said
he had been unable to book an
appointment with nurse practitioner
Donna Gibbons. New patients
have been wait-listed since 2017.
Mayor Lunn and Councillor Perriere
expressed concern and said they
would once again request Gibbons
be allowed to practice in Slocan for
more days and that a doctor also visit
the community.
Denise Dufault asked about
the correspondence item from Art
Joyce that had been received at the
meeting but not discussed. Mayor
Lunn described the letter as a thank
you to the Village for their response
to the concern Joyce had expressed
two years earlier about Round-up.
No mention was made that the
thanks were a one-page prelude to
two pages of information about the
dangers of cell towers.

Notice of temporary Nakusp
Emergency Room closure fails to
direct people to New Denver
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Nakusp council, June 10: Council votes no to campground shelter and barbecue
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LOOKING FOR HER
FOREVER HOME!

Maddie is a beautiful 6-year old Duck
Toller x Aussie Shepherd x Collie! She
is a healthy spayed and tattooed girl.
She’s a quick learner, has a lovely
temperament and is good with kids
and other dogs. Maddie loves being
part of a loving, caring active family.
Call PALS today at 250-265-3792 to see
if she is the right fit for you!
WEEKLY SPONSOR:

Nakusp
(250) 265-3635 www.selkirkrealty.com

of campground revenue back into the
campground, but there have always been
other priorities. “I am disappointed the
shelter wasn’t prioritized but hopefully
it will be in the expansion plans,” she
said. She would also like to see power
at more sites. She said two or three big
groups come every year and have big
gatherings in the overflow area, using
tables and chairs from the seniors hall
or arena. “So I think a shelter is a great
idea. Will they get tired of no shelter and
choose a different community to have
their gatherings?” She said Burton has
a “wonderful timber frame structure”
in their campground, pointed out that
Nakusp is a ‘wood first community’ and
that NACFOR could potentially donate
some logs. Dan May, campground
contractor, echoed McLeod’s sentiments
about power service to more sites. “We
lose a tremendous amount of campers
because of the power,” he said. “It’s
cold in the shoulder seasons and people
need heat.”
• Mayor Zeleznik, Councillor
DeSandoli and Dan May, campground
contractor, were appointed to the
Campground Expansion Committee.
CAO Martens will attend committee
meetings to record and assist. Two more
committee members are wanted. Mayor
Zeleznik reported that the committee
has a budget of $20,000 and they have a
plan from “Music Fest days.” Councillor
Hughes said that the gas tax fund may
be a good source for campground
expansion.
• Council approved an additional
$50,000 for arena ice plant upgrades, on
top of the $100,000 originally budgeted
for the project. The extra $50,000 will
come from the Community Works (gas
tax) fund. Mark Tennant, Treasurer/
Deputy CAO, explained that after
the company hired to do the work
(Startec) provided their quote, the
second compressor at the plant went
down –and while looking into that,
they’ve discovered more problems.
He confirmed that without spending a
further $50,000, there would be no ice.
Tennant said there has been “nothing
but problems” with the ice plant and
compressors since the system was
installed in 2008-09.
Councillor McLaren-Caux asked
about number of users of the arena.
Arena Parks Foreman Richard Cann said
there were 63 kids in the minor hockey

Considering
Community Service?
Consider Nakusp Rotary

program (some from Kaslo), about 20
people on the commercial league, 15 on
the ladies’ league, and 20 Old Timers.
• The RDCK provided information
on proposed zoning amendments
to Area K properties, and invited
council’s comments. One proposed
amendment is a change from residential
to agricultural at 623 Nakusp East Road
to accommodate a cannabis production
operation. The property is connected to
the Nakusp water system and is invoiced
for residential use. The property owner
has indicated a preference to irrigate
with Village water, but would be willing
to truck water in. CAO Cheryl Martens
explained that there is no provision for
agricultural use in the Village’s water
rate bylaw, so the bylaw would have to
be amended in order to accommodate
the property owner. Mayor Zeleznik
said Nakusp’s water system is “probably
close to our maximum [capacity] right
now.” He said he supports “anything that
creates employment” but “we have to be
very careful” when it comes to putting
pressure on the water system. He said
the Village will have to start looking for
new sources of ground water. Council
agreed to inform the RDCK that they
had no concerns with the zoning changes,
but added a reminder that any change
in water use at 623 Nakusp East Road
would require approval from the Village.
• Information on bike racks to be
installed at two locations on Broadway,
each taking up one parking space,
was presented to council. Council

referred this back to staff. Mayor
Zeleznik and Councillors Hughes and
DeSandoli were concerned about the
racks taking up parking spots, and
wondered about alternative locations.
Councillor McLaren-Caux indicated
that he is in favour of the racks as
presented, encouraging pedestrian traffic
downtown. CAO Cheryl Martens said
bike racks are not supposed to be on
sidewalks according to the Motor Vehicle
Act and the Village’s bylaws. Staff was
asked to bring more information to the
next council meeting.
• Mayor Zeleznik reported that the
Public Art Committee has chosen a
proposal from Hugh Egener to create
a bronze grizzly bear statue as the
second (and last) piece of public art to
be purchased with the CBT Public Art
grant of $20,000 received last year. The
statue will be located on Broadway, in
front of the CBT building, mounted
on a cement stand and looking toward
Saddle Mountain. The piece will be
titled, ‘Searching for Saddle Mountain’
and will cost $7,800. It is expected to be
installed in spring 2020. Egener, whose
first career was in the military, displays
his artwork at Heritage Nursery and his
Sleeping Bear Gallery in Bayview. The
first public art piece, chosen last year,
was Kate Tupper’s ‘Moments Later’ at
$12,000.
• A 53-foot trailer for the collection
of unsaleable clothing from the Thrift
Store will be placed at the Public Works
yard. Since the request from Arrow &

Slocan Lakes Community Services at
the last meeting, staff determined that
this was the most suitable Village-owned
property for the trailer. The program
will provide revenue for ASLCS, create
one job, and will reduce the amount of
garbage going to the landfill.
• An application from the owner of
Betty’z Edge to use the sidewalk to in
front of the store to display merchandise
was approved. CAO Cheryl Martens told
council that the Village bylaw doesn’t
allow for this, but that the previous
occupant was given permission to set up
a tent at this location to display bicycles.
“Since a precedent has been set in this
same location, I have recommended
approval, but we’ll have to revamp our
policies,” she said.
• Councillor Hughes reported that
one of the highlights of the Federation
of Canadian Municipalities conference
was the seminar on housing, particularly
the information on Air BnBs. “They are
putting incredible pressure on housing,
and there is exponential growth in Air
BnBs in rural areas, so I think we have
to look at it,” he said. Hughes will bring
a report on the conference to the next
meeting.
• Mayor Zeleznik reported on the
Business Walk, which was conducted
mainly with downtown storefront
businesses. He said he and Cedra
Eichenauer from the Chamber were
planning to visit businesses in the
industry and forestry sectors to get their
perspectives.

submitted
The British Columbia Historical
Federation (BCHF) presented Arrow
Lakes Historical Society archives
technician Kyle Kusch with an award
of recognition, presented at the
Federation’s annual conference awards
night in Courtenay on June 8.
Kusch was described as a bright,
unflappable ‘doer’ with a passion
for local history and a brain full of
historical facts and stories that he can
call forth at will. In his time with the
Arrow Lakes Historical Society, Kusch
has provided exceptional service to the
community of Nakusp through two

major projects: the digitization of more
than 15,000 images, and the production
of a 90 minute presentation called Our
Coloured Past: The Arrow Lakes in
Colour, 1940-1980.
Over the course of two years (20162017), Kusch digitized some 15,000
slides, negatives and old photographs of
Nakusp and area. He created an online,
searchable database of the images on
the Arrow Lakes Historical Society
website, thus making thousands of rare
photos accessible to the community.
Our Coloured Past combines
more than 150 colour photos from
the ALHS collection with rare colour

Super-8 film footage of Nakusp taken
during the 1950s/60s. The presentation
helps reframe ideas about both archival
holdings and Nakusp’s history.
The BCHF also holds an annual
historical writing competition, to
celebrate books that make significant
contributions to the historical literature
of British Columbia. The federation
says that “Local and community history
often provides the most sought-after
information by historians researching a
particular area.” This year Bruce Rohn
received $500 for his book S.S. Minto:
The Arrow Lakes’ Longest Serving
Sternwheeler.

Arrow Lakes Historical Society:
Kusch and Rohn receive history awards
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by Jan McMurray
• In a close vote, council decided
against applying for the CBT Outdoor
Revitalization grant to develop a shelter
and barbecue station at the municipal
campground for large groups of either
campers or locals. The original idea
was to apply to the program for the next
phase of the Downtown Revitalization
project, but CAO Cheryl Martens told
council that this wouldn’t be eligible
and proposed the campground project
instead. Councillors Hughes and
DeSandoli voted against the proposal,
both mentioning that the gazebo in
the park is there for large gatherings.
DeSandoli added that the gazebo isn’t
used very much. Hughes said he likes the
idea of supporting the campground, but
cautioned against creating a project just
because a grant is available. DeSandoli
said she felt the timing wasn’t right,
as council is looking at expanding the
campground but doesn’t yet have a plan.
Councillor McLaren-Caux and Mayor
Zeleznik were in favour of the proposal.
So, with the tie vote, the motion was
defeated.
During public time, Beth McLeod,
who lives near the campground, said
the only major improvements she’s
seen to the campground since she has
lived in Nakusp is power installed to
10 sites out of 41 sites. She said she has
encouraged council to put their portion
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for Details:
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Come and Celebrate
the life of
Wilfred Jack Maze
Saturday, June 22,
11 am at the Nakusp
Legion
Luncheon to follow
BCHF Membership Chair Caroline Ross, Kyle Kusch, and President Shannon Bettles at the awards gala held June 8 in Courtenay.
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Silverton council, June 11: Silverton asked to join Renewable Kootenays movement

by Moe Lyons
• Council chambers were
crammed to the gills with people out to
support the presentation by Montana
Burgess from the West Kootenay
EcoSociety, promoting the society’s
Renewable Kootenays Campaign.
She asked the Village to join with
other Kootenay municipalities to
commit to 100% renewable energy by
2050. 30% of Silverton’s population
has signed a petition to support this
move. Five other West Kootenay
municipalities are on board: New
Denver, Nelson, Slocan, Rossland
and the RDCK, as well as five faith
groups. The EcoSociety has been
working on this for three years and it
is the biggest campaign in the entire
country. Burgess says the society
has done the research to prove their
goal is possible, and that the benefits
include good long-term jobs and
opportunities for local innovation.
She pointed out that currently there
is funding from the Federation of
Canadian Municipalities for the
EcoSociety to help municipalities
do the necessary work, and that the
society has hired an Energy Planning
Director. Burgess states, “This is
a chance for us to tackle climate
change in our very own backyards.”
Council received the information and
will decide at a future date whether
to proceed. After the presentation,
most of the public went outside to
have lively conversations.
• CAO Hilary Elliott has been
planning the first public meeting
on Silverton’s Official Community
Plan review. It is being advertised
on social media and in the Valley
Voice. These meetings are open to the
general public, i.e. anyone who has an
interest in the workings of the village
even if they do not live here. Later,
there will be a survey open only
to Silverton taxpayers. Elliott also
announced there is now a sidewalk
ramp outside the Silverton General
Store that the Village has hired two
summer students.
• Council voted to join with 24

other municipalities in the Kootenay
Boundary to issue Kootenaywide Inter-Community Business
Licences. Eligible businesses pay a
$100 fee to one of the participating
municipalities, and then can operate
in the rest, generally without paying
individual business licence fees.
This includes but is not limited
to trades, plumbers, electricians,
cleaning services, pest control and
other similar businesses. There are
several excluded types of businesses,
including escort services, vehicles
for hire, non-medical body-rub
services, cannabis-related businesses,
mobile food vendors, fruit stands, flea
markets, trade shows. Advantages to
the Village are increasing licencing
compliance; reducing business
licence application processing;
improved communication with other
local governments; and increased
ability to monitor compliance.
Advantages for businesses are
saving time and money; reduced
administration; and opportunity to
expand operations to where their
services are needed. Advantages to
residents are: increased choice in
service providers and assurance that
the contractors they hire are licensed
to work in their area.
• Council approved a request
from the BC Rural Health Network
that the Village purchase a regular
membership for $50. Councillor Main
strongly recommended this move,
saying the organization “strongly
advocates for retaining health
services in rural communities.” The
organization’s statement of purpose
reads: “To promote and support a
health care system that improves and
sustains the health and well being of
residents of rural communities across
British Columbia as part of a high
functioning health care system.”
• Council received an extensive
report from the Kootenay Cannabis
Symposium, which was partially
supported by the Slocan Valley
Economic Development Commission
and the RDCK. A fascinating read,

this 16-page document outlines many
of the concerns of the local cannabis
community. The well-attended
conference included many locals
from the legal cannabis community,
numerous others from the grey
and black markets, various experts,
and bureaucrats from all levels of
government, not all of whom came
in their official capacities. Councillor
Main stated, “They have come up
with a sound platform and are getting
some notice.” The CAO said she had
heard through the grapevine that the
conference was “directly influencing
provincial policy development.”
• Mayor Jason Clarke and
Councillor Main attended the
Federation of Canadian Municipalities
(FCM) AGM. With over 2,000
delegates, it was the largest FCM
AGM ever. They both participated in
the Climate Caucus, a non-partisan
group of about 130 municipal leaders,
spearheaded by Rik Logtenberg,
a Nelson City councillor. Main
described this meeting as “really
exciting” and said they had struck
working groups. Main was re-elected
to the board of the FCM for the fifth
consecutive year, and was elected
chair of the BC Caucus, which gives
her access to the executive committee
of the FCM.
• Main reported that the RDCK
has almost completed regional flood
mapping. They have adopted an
opening protocol acknowledging
they are on indigenous territory,
basing their wording on that used by
Silverton council. Main also went on
the Snk’mip Marsh presentation on
May 27 and raised the question of
access for the “mobility impaired.”
She will be following up on this
matter.
• Councillor K. Gordon is
continuing to develop a Municipal
Emergency Plan and will be meeting
with Chris Johnson, RDCK’s
emergency coordinator. Related
to this work, she also attended a
day-long conference on emergency
medicine and response, on her own

by Katrine Campbell
• Sandra Smith and Rosalie Bird
appeared as a delegation on behalf
of New Denver Hospice to present
an update on the reorganization and
relaunch, and to ask council for use of
Knox Hall at no cost. Hospice is holding
a Grief and Bereavement workshop
September 26-29.
“Demand [for hospice services]
will increase because we’re the silver
tsunami,” said Bird.
• The Ministry of Municipal Affairs
and Housing’s ‘Infrastructure Planning
Grant Program’ offers grants of up to
$10,000 to local governments to plan,
design and manage infrastructure. The
next application deadline is July 10.
Asked if New Denver was applying,
Acting CAO Catherine Allaway
said yes, but which project would be
chosen would depend on the Village’s
contracted engineers’ ability to pull
something together in that time frame.
She suggested several possibilities,
such as developing a water master plan,

or an active transportation strategy for
the village looking at improving access
between the school and Hwy 31A, or
between Denver Siding and the village.
Any money granted could be used for
studies and collecting data,
• Councillor John Fyke asked for
wi-fi to be made available to campers
at Centennial Park, reasoning that the
service would encourage people to make
return visits. Staff will research the issue.
He also asked staff to replace some
of the photos on the Village website,
saying they were pretty but didn’t
“evoke emotion” in travelers. The
CAO responded that the Slocan Valley
Economic Development Commission
will review all the websites in July, and
will report on their recommendations
later. Moss’s motion, to swap out eight
pictures in the meantime, was carried.
• Council received the Climate
Action Revenue Incentive (CARIP)
Report for 2018. The CAO explained
the concept of buying carbon credits to
achieve carbon neutrality, and informed

council that the Village purchased
credits from the Nature Conservancy
of Canada, specifically for Darkwoods
Conservation Area. The money comes
from rebates based on the amount of
money the Village spent on carbon taxes
on gas and diesel for its vehicles. New
Denver is entitled to rebates because
it had signed on to the Climate Action
Charter.
The report will be available at
newdenver.ca/documents/reports-andstudies/, joining studies from 2016 and
2017.
• Councillor Vern Gustafson reported
he had ridden his bike up the Galena Trail
to the closed section, and noted the
broken bridge “is not as bad as reported.”
There’s room for a trail between the rock
face and the damaged structure, he said.
• Council approved in-kind use of
Knox Hall for the National Association
of Japanese Canadians. The NAJC will
be here in the fall to offer a one-time
community consultation regarding
redress measures.

New Denver council, June 11: New Denver Hospice presentation

initiative.
• Councillor T. Gordon was
unable to attend her first meeting
with the Ktunaxa Kinbasket Treaty
Advisory Committee due to traffic
problems, but will obtain the report of
the meeting. She attended a meeting
of the Climate Adaptation project
team, and was impressed with the
other attendees and the work being
done.
• Councillor Arlene Yofonoff met
with Julia Greenlaw from the North
Slocan Organic Waste Diversion Pilot
Project (composting project) and they
are trying to work out where to locate
the facility.

• Council authorized applying for
a corporate credit card from Kootenay
Savings, with CAO Hilary Elliott
being the business representative and
authorized user, with a spending limit
of $10,000.
• Council received the 2018
Annual Report and Financial
Statements. These are available
for public perusal. They need to
be submitted to the provincial
government by the end of the month.
• The meeting ended up with
a dust up between Don Broughton
and Mayor Clarke, which resulted in
Broughton being ejected from council
chambers.

VILLAGE OF
NEW DENVER
PUBLIC NOTICES

ANNUAL REPORT

Residents of the Village of New Denver are requested to take
notice that pursuant to Sections 98 of the Community Charter, the Village of New Denver’s 2019 Annual Report is now
available for public inspection at the Village of New Denver
Municipal Office, 115 Slocan Avenue, New Denver, B.C. on
weekdays (except statutory holidays) between the hours of
8:00 am and 4:00 pm.
Pursuant to Section 99 of the Community Charter, Council will
consider submissions and questions from the public regarding
the 2019 Annual Report at the June 25, 2019 Regular Meeting,
scheduled for 7:00 p.m., in the Village of New Denver Council
Chambers, 115 Slocan Avenue, New Denver, BC.

SPRINKLING RESTRICTIONS

Residents of the Village of New Denver are asked to observe
the following rules regarding the use of sprinklers within the
municipal boundaries:
Level 1 Sprinkling Restrictions: No sprinkling between
			
10:00 am and 6:00 pm

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

The Village of New Denver is also accepting applications for a
Temporary Labourer position. Duties include but are not limited to: groundskeeping, facilities maintenance, and operation
of small tools and equipment. Interested individuals should
submit a resume and cover letter to the attention of Catherine
Allaway, Acting CAO. This position will remain posted until filled
and preference will be given to members of IUOE Local 115.

UPDATED COUNCIL MEETING
SCHEDULE

Residents of the Village of New Denver are hereby advised
that the Regular Council Meeting schedule has been updated.
The following is a revised schedule for the remainder of 2019:
· June 25
· October 8 & 22
· July 9
· November 12 & 26
· August 13
· December 10
· September 10

PROPERTY TAXES

Property owners of the Village of New Denver are reminded
that 2019 Property Taxes have been mailed out. Property Tax
Payments are due on Monday, July 15, 2019. A 10% penalty
will be applied to all amounts that are outstanding after the
payment deadline. Eligible residents must return the completed
Home Owner Grant claim form to the Village Office by the July
15th deadline, in order to avoid penalty. Payments may be
made in person at the Village Office (by cash, cheque or debit),
by mail, or online through the Kootenay Savings Credit Union.
115 Slocan Avenue · P.O. Box 40, New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
(250) 358-2316 · office@newdenver.ca · www.newdenver.ca
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Tasia, Dawn and Maddy from the English 7/8 class at Lucerne School held Dog Washes at the school to raise funds for PALS (Protecting Animal
Life Society) on June 6 and June 11. Here, Lisa brings her dog, Wild Bill, to the event for a good scrub.
A dozen Nakusp residents, including Wells and Karen Marshall, are taking the Great Cycle
Challenge to fight childhood cancer – the largest killer of children from disease in Canada.
During the month of June, Wells and Karen have a goal to ride a combined total of 600
kilometres in the challenge, a national SickKids Foundation fundraising initiative. Donations can
be made through Wells’ fundraising page at greatcyclechallenge.ca/Riders/WellsMarshall or the
Nakusp team page at greatcyclechallenge.ca/Teams/Nakusp.

Climate Change and The Arctic at the Langham

WE Graham’s Outdoor Education Leadership Program (OELP) class can now buy three bikes for students in Africa after a successful biking and
baking fundraiser. The students got pledges to ride up to the top of Ponderosa Forest Service Road and back down again at a penny per vertical
foot. At the bottom, students set up a bake sale. The fundraiser brought in $600, which buys three bikes for African students through World
Bicycle Relief. Signy Fredrickson and Ben Porteous co-teach the OELP program.

submitted
The Langham’s Landscapes of
Climate Change speaker and film
series continues with a multi-media
presentation by professional mountain
guide and explorer Laura Adams.
The Arctic: A Delicate Balance
of Strength and Fragility examines
this unique polar climate that holds
some of the most diverse and pristine
ecosystems on our planet, while
discussing the unprecedented rate
of change taking place there and the
implications for the region and for

global civilization.
Adams is internationally
recognized as an accomplished
explorer, leader and presenter and
has held senior leadership roles in the
international outdoor sector. She feels
we have reached the tipping point, and
the consequences to our environment,
peoples and Earth systems are more
significant than at any time in our
human history.
Friday, June 28, 7 pm; $10
suggested donation, students and
youth free – everyone welcome!

The Langham’s Landscapes of Climate Change speaker and film series continues with a multimedia presentation by professional mountain guide and explorer Laura Adams.

NSS GRAD
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Nakusp Secondary School Valedictory Address
by Kiernan Troute and Tasha Bjarnason
On behalf of the graduating class
of 2019, we’d like to welcome and
thank you all for being here to share this
milestone with us.
Kiernan: Writing this speech was a
long process because Tasha and I would
always get off track reminiscing about
all the embarrassing stuff we’ve done
over the years. We lived through the time
when it was cool to post duck-face selfies
and constantly tell all your Facebook
friends what you were doing. Thank God
we’re past that. When we weren’t posting

how we felt on the internet, we were busy
being athletes, maintaining good grades,
or trying to make a swimming pool out
of the boys change room. As a class, we
have experienced countless memories,
some good, some bad, and some I’m not
even sure how to feel about. Although we
have not been the most tight-knit class,
we have managed to get through more
than our fair share of drama without
completely hating one another by the end
of it, which I’d say is a victory because,
as we all know, Nakusp generates some
of the nastiest drama in the Kootenays.

by Jan McMurray
The graduation ceremony for
Nakusp Secondary School’s Class of
2019 took place June 15 at the arena.
After principal Peter Gajda’s
welcome, he shared a bit of wisdom
from each of the grads as they filed
onto the stage one by one, stopping to
put a toonie into the piggy bank for
next year’s grad class and to shake
hands with Constable Lee Bellamy.
Gajda thanked Sonja Petterson for
representing this year’s grade 11 class
and Constable Bellamy for attending
every graduation ceremony in his
red serge during his Nakusp posting.
Bellamy will be transferring to Bella
Bella in the fall.
Mayor Tom Zeleznik congratulated
the grads on behalf of Village council
and the community. He advised them to
make every day count. “If you live each
day as if it’s your last day, one day you
will most certainly be right,” he said.
He promised them that the community
would welcome them back with open
arms after they’d been away to get their
education and training – “and you can
probably run for mayor,” he quipped.
MLA Katrine Conroy sent her
regrets and a written message that
Gajda read aloud. “Life brings many
challenges, but here you are, ready for
what comes next. Congratulations!”
Melissa Teindl, School District 10
board of education chairperson, told the
grads, “Go out into the world with your
eyes and minds wide open. You may
be surprised by what you find.” She
concluded, “I know you will all go on
to great things that will make us proud.”
Superintendent/ Secretary-Treasurer
of School District 10 Terry Taylor gave
the class a hearty congratulations.
“Like the Raptors, the whole town
is celebrating your accomplishments
today. You rock!” she said. Taylor spoke
about the importance of failure, and
of recognizing that failure underlies
success. She gave examples of famous
inventors, like Thomas Edison, who
tried and failed thousands of times
before succeeding to invent something

worthwhile. And the Toronto Raptors,
who “spent years just missing or widely
missing success on the basketball
court,” she pointed out. “This is all not
to say that the road ahead is disastrous
for you – it’s just not a slam dunk. As
you craft your own idea of success,
remember that success is not the key
to happiness, happiness is the key
to success. May your lives be full of
success, a modest dose of failure, and
much, much happiness in the days and
years ahead.”
Principal Peter Gajda told the grads
that his message to them was inspired
by the scene in the movie Avengers:
End Game when Thor’s mother said to
her son: “Everyone fails at who they’re
supposed to be. The measure of a person,
a hero, is how well they succeed at being
who they are.” He challenged the grads
to go out into the world and “be the best
you that you can be.”
Dr. Lorna Newman, Director of
Learning at the school district, introduced
each grad as Gajda presented the
diplomas and Taylor turned the tassels.
After the scholarship presentations,
Gajda recognized Ernie Knecht, who
is stepping down from the Nakusp
Scholarship Society. This was his last
year to coordinate the presentations at
the Nakusp graduation ceremony. He
has been a member of the board since
the society’s inception in 1983 and
president since 1985. “I want to express
my immense gratitude for your 36 years
of work on behalf of the students of
NSS,” Gajda said. The audience erupted
in applause and gave Knecht a standing
ovation.

Nakusp Secondary celebrates
the graduation of 25 students

Congrats to the
2019 Grads

The Nakusp & Area
Community Forest wishes to
congratulate the graduates of 2019.
NACFOR is proud to sponsor $2000 in
bursaries to the NSS 2019
graduating class.

On a better note, I think we can
all agree that our teachers have had far
from the easiest job teaching us over the
years. Personally, I’ve done my best to
try and talk almost every minute of class,
and I’ve also done a pretty good job of
procrastinating for every project I’ve
had throughout high school including
this one, as I’m sure Tasha will be glad
tell you about. I know I’m not the only
procrastinator in the class, so it really
is amazing that all of us made it to the
stage today.
I think we were all a little nervous
walking through the big doors of the
high school on the first day of grade 8
almost five years ago. We looked at the
grade 12s like they were adults who had
everything figured out. But really, it’s a
lot of stress and not knowing anything,
and maybe a couple of parties thrown in
to keep things interesting.
Tasha: As a lot of you may know,
most of us have known each other
since the days of spending lunch hours
hanging upside down on the monkey
bars and accidentally flashing the whole
playground (Taylor, I think we can all
laugh about it now). Together we’ve
gone through braces, mullet phases,
failed driver’s tests, passed driver’s tests,
or maybe even no driver’s tests at all.

Along with some embarrassing
phases, we’ve also witnessed one
another grow into the kind and hardworking graduates that are here today.
As ridiculous as we are sometimes, this
class has so much to offer, and we’ve
all been working hard in pursuit of our
goals. We’ve crammed for tests, finished
projects the night before they were due,
and excitedly handed in our scholarship
applications that were stapled, not
paperclipped.
Despite our hard work, this class
kind of got the short end of the stick in
some ways. We never got to go on our
grade 7 camping trip, and we were the
last class to ever write the English 12
provincial exam. But I know we’ve all
had our fun on sports trips, band trips,
and boat shows. And although some of
us aren’t brave enough to go into Tim
Horton’s in our underwear, of course,
we all got up to our own shenanigans
because we had to give our coaches some
sort of challenge.
And what would a grad speech be
without a little bit of the corny stuff?
As we make our transition into young
adulthood and beyond, I hope we can all
look back on our days at NSS as a chapter
in our lives full of learning, laughs, and
a little bit of sass that our teachers will

from all
of us at
Crescent Bay
Construction

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431 • Email cresbay@telus.net
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undoubtedly miss (maybe some more
than others). We owe so many thank yous
to so many of you here today that it’d
be impossible for me to get to everyone.
So I’d like to give one big thank you
to anyone who has given us guidance,
inspiration, or maybe just the little push
we needed. It wouldn’t have been the
same without you.
Of course, Kiernan and I spent
probably too much time arguing over
who was going to get to say the last word
of the speech, so I decided to humour
him and let him pick a quote to end our
speech with. Get ready, it’s a good one.
Kiernan: I’d like to end our speech
with a motivational quote from my
favorite street poet/ philosopher, Drake:
“I guess you win some and lose some, as
long as the outcome is income.”

Congratulations
to the Class of
2019!

NSS GRAD
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Nakusp Grad Class of 2019 - Front row: Stine Iversen, Liana Goodman, Maya Watson, Tasha Bjarnason, Kiley Waterfield. Second row: Mikala Lewis-Morrison, Taylor Moody, Maija Larder, Gracie Pedersen, Piper Cunningham, Tanaya Weimer, Lucy Ponto. Third row:
Phoenix Leeson-Booth, Devyn Carbrey, Carson Manegre, Garrett Waterfield, Adam Volansky, Tim Barisoff, Jerobi Dahlberg. Back row: Xander Leeson-Booth, Kiernan Troute, Daniel Lasseter, Lazlo De Courcy, Cameron Mackintosh, Devyn Huss, Jordan Katchen.

NSS Scholarships
& Bursaries

Royal Canadian Legion Branch
20 Nakusp: Tasha Bjarnason, Maija
Larder, Maya Watson, Kiley Waterfield,
Lazlo De Courcy, Liana Goodman.
Royal Canadian Legion Branch 203
Edgewood Scholarship and Bursary:
Lazlo De Courcy. Legion Ladies
Auxiliary: Maija Larder. Kootenay
Savings Credit Union: Liana Goodman.
Community Champs Bursary: Mikala
Lewis-Morrison. Nakusp & District
Chamber of Commerce Bursary: Kiernan
Troute. School District 10 District

Authority Scholarship: Mikala LewisMorrison, Lazlo De Courcy. Trustees
Mission Statement Bursary: Lazlo De
Courcy. Hospital Employees Union
Bursary: Taylor Moody. Arrow Lakes
Health Care Auxiliary: Kiley Waterfield.
Arrow Lakes Hospital Foundation:
Kiley Waterfield, Maya Watson. Joe Lee
Bursary (CUPE Local 2450): Mikala
Lewis-Morrison. West Kootenay Toy
Run Association: Piper Cunningham.
CMH Kootenay/ Lodge at Arrow Lakes:
Garrett Waterfield. Columbia Basin
Trust: Mikala Lewis-Morrison. Katrine
Conroy MLA Bursary: Taylor Moody.
Arrow Lakes Teachers’ Association:

Mikala Lewis-Morrison. Rotary Club
of Nakusp: Maija Larder. Save on
Foods: Lazlo De Courcy. Robyn Pazurik
Memorial: Tasha Bjarnason. NACFOR
Bursary Scholastic Trades: Liana
Goodman, Tim Barisoff. NACFOR
Bursary Renewable Resources: Maija
Larder. Columbia Power Scholarship:
Tim Barisoff. Yellowhead Road and
Bridge: Maya Watson. Ron Aldridge
Citizenship: Daniel Lasseter. Reunion
’80: Mikala Lewis-Morrison. Class of
’94: Adam Volansky. Class of ’95 (Sports
Bursary): Mikala Lewis-Morrison.
Class of ’97: Taylor Moody. Class of
2000: Maya Watson. Class of 2001:

Congratulations
to all the
2019 Graduates!

Lazlo De Courcy. Class of 2003: Tasha
Bjarnason. Class of 2006: Maya Watson.
Skills and Trades Bursary: Tim Barisoff,
Daniel Lasseter. Logging Bursary: Adam
Volansky. Green Door Bursary: Cameron
Mackintosh. Bill Robison Memorial:
Gracie Pederson. Arrow Lakes Historical
Society (Harry Murphy Memorial):
Lazlo De Courcy. Debbie Samuelson
Memorial: Maija Larder. Jason Ambrock
Memorial: Jordan Katchen. Gord Roberts
Memorial: Tasha Bjarnason. Trinity
McQuair Memorial: Adam Volansky,
Garrett Waterfield. Sarah Jackins
Memorial: Taylor Moody. Vera Johnson
Memorial: Tim Barisoff. Erling Johnson

Memorial: Liana Goodman. Donna
Wong Memorial: Tasha Bjarnason.
Debbie Jones Memorial: Cameron
Mackintosh. Needles Reunion: Liana
Goodman. Joan Fowler Memorial: Liana
Goodman. Clark Kessler Memorial:
Cameron Mackintosh. Garth Haggart
Memorial: Mikala Lewis-Morrison.
Janice Buerge Memorial: Tasha
Bjarnason. Sarah Stykel Memorial: Lazlo
De Courcy. Betty Walton Memorial:
Mikala Lewis-Morison. Dave Grimshire
Memorial: Jordan Katchan. Nakusp
Scholarship Society: Gracie Pedersen,
Kiernan Troute, Adam Volansky, Tasha
Bjarnason, Maya Watson.

Congratulations to
the Class of 2019

Management & Staff
of Hilltop Convenience
& Valley Foods

Amy & Staff would
like to congratulate
the 2019 graduates!

Congratulations
to the
graduates of
Nakusp
Secondary
School
2019

Congratulations
to the Class
of 2019

Best wishes to the
Grads of 2019!

Staff at H. A. Benson Inc.
Chartered Professional
Accountant

Ferry Operators at Needles, Arrow Park and Galena
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Lucerne School’s Class of 2019 graduation ceremony
spend some time reflecting on their
failures. “Your triumphs are what you
did, but your failures are who you
are,” he said… “Failure is nature’s best
teacher. It will make you into a kick-ass
individual. Without failure, we would
be less likely to reach for the moon
and the stars.”
Melissa Teindl, School District 10
board chair, said high school graduation
is one of the greatest accomplishments
for the students and their parents. It’s the
end of one chapter and the beginning of
another, which “you will write all on
your own. Up to today, your parents
and teachers guided you. Now you have
choices and these choices are yours to
make… Wherever your next chapter
takes you, the choice is yours.” She
concluded with a quote from Henry
Stanley Haskins: “What lies behind
us and what lies before us are small
matters compared to what lies within
us.”
Superintendent Terry Taylor spoke
about the power of this generation, using
Greta Thunberg, Autumn Pelletier,
David Hogg and Emma Gonzales as
examples. “You are a generation of
young people inspiring adults with
your hope, optimism and change… we
desperately need change. We need your
voice and leadership.”
Guest speaker Zave Reinhart spoke
about choices. “Never shy away from
choices. If you’re afraid of failure, that
stops you from making choices. All
freedom is dependent upon choices.
When you say you are free, you are free
to choose is what it means… the worst
thing to do is to not make a choice. Be
bold and make choices.”
Grad student Jude NicholsonChodat gave acknowledgement and
thanks on behalf of the class to teachers,
education assistants, peers, family,

friends, and every member of the
community “because we’re so close knit
here. We’re just basically a big family,”

she said. She gave special thanks to
Richelle Johnson, “an amazing woman
who is doing her masters degree, is

pregnant and our advisor all at the same
time” and presented her with a beautiful
hanging basket of flowers.

PHOTO CREDIT: CHILLIA ZOLL

by Jan McMurray
New Denver’s Lucerne School
Class of 2019 took to the stage on June
8 for the graduation ceremony. The five
graduates were introduced by Richelle
Johnson, teacher and grad advisor, who
clearly knows the students very well.
Ezra Barker knows what he wants
and works hard to accomplish it. He’s
a problem solver. He likes music,
and he has sass! He will be attending
University of Alberta for a Bachelor of
Engineering, specializing in mechanical
engineering.
Jude Nicholson-Chodat is
confident and inclusive. She’s an
avid reader, a leader in social justice
and equity for all, and an advocate
for honouring diversity. She will be
pursuing a Bachelor of Arts with a
major in English at Thompson Rivers
University.
Matthew Driedger is “our resident
sweetheart.” He’s kind to everyone
and has a knack for making others feel
comfortable. He loves the outdoors. He
plans to take a year off; welding and
blacksmithing are in his future.
Meran Dutrisac is creative,
motivated, positive, and recognizes
the good in everyone. She’s a leader
who others want to follow because she
will inspire them. Her long-term plan
is to get a BA in Fine Arts.
Kell Wictorin is thoughtful,
generous, and he tries everything once
– he plays hard. He loves to ski and
was an advocate for the skateboard
park. He will go on to post-secondary
in Adventure Tourism and has plans to
travel and work in Europe.
Principal Nick Graves’ speech
got some giggles from the crowd
because he told the grads that although
it was a day to take stock of their
accomplishments, they should also
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Lucerne School graduating class of 2019: Meran Dutrisac, Jude Nicholson-Chodat, Ezra Barker, Matthew Driedger, Kell Wictorin.

vincedevito.ca

LUCERNE GRAD

16

Lucerne School Valedictorian’s Address
by Ezra Barker
Before I begin this speech, I’d like
to be a voice for my graduating class
and thank the people who have spoken
before me. I’d like to thank those of you
who have gathered here today for our
graduation ceremony, those who have
worked hard to bring us to this point –
friends, family and, most importantly,
our teachers and staff.
Today is a special day for all
of us graduates, a moment that will
show us our hard work and all the
nights of staying up late to finish those
assignments we put off after ages of
debilitating procrastination has finally
paid off. I think all of us should feel
proud to be here today, not only us
grads but those of you who have worked
alongside us through the years.
Without your help, I don’t believe
any of us would be the people we are
today, moulded by the voices of irritating
reason, by the pillars of support we
have all found in the friends among us,

our helpful – and certainly exhausted –
parents, and even those who come into
our lives not to stay, or even to be kind,
but to cross our paths as experiences
and remind us of who we really are. I
can’t think of a story that I can tell, but
I’ve asked my lovely girlfriend Meran
if she had a story that she might be able
to share, and she did.
It begins in 2005, the protagonist of
this story being a tiny brown-skinned,
chapped-lipped and doe-eyed four-yearold Meran, sitting in a room similar to
the ones that surround us now. A preschool classroom, with all-American
– I mean all-Canadian students sitting
around on a mat. After the routine
that follows often enough for her to
remember, she goes home.
In front of a mirror, the person that
looks back at her is different from the
one she had seen yesterday. Today, she
doesn’t want brown hair, brown eyes,
dark skin and chapped lips. She wants
to be like the girls she sits with at school,
with long blonde hair, bright blue eyes,
and mums and dads who look the same.
It’s not long before this moment ends,
though; apparently standing tippy-toed
on a wobbly stool at an already wobblylegged age is concerning for a suspecting
mother.
You might wonder why such a story
might be important enough for one to
mention at such a time as this, but the
story hasn’t ended yet. A year later, the
same girl finds herself surrounded by
something she had never seen before: a
world that recognized her as no outcast,
a culture filled with ladies who looked
the same, spoke curious languages and
never hid from the sun.
Seven years later, she lives here
again, in a place where she can be
different but no longer feels like an
outcast.
I think what she means by this
story is, even in times where all you
are is different, where the world that
surrounds you is nothing but unfamiliar
– something I think we will all face with
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moving forward into the world out of
school, and out of the comforts of our
home – it is important to realize being
alone doesn’t have to hold hands with
loneliness, and being different is good.
And finally, I believe there are a
few important things we should all hear
before we head out in the unknown world

of adulthood. Canadian psychologist
Jordan B. Peterson recommends that
we first: learn to write and with care
understand what we stand for. Second:
clean up your room. It reflects the order
or clutter of our heads. Third: establish
a productive routine. Fourth: eliminate
habits that do not serve you, one by one.

And finally: strive to create the most
value for society you possibly can, and
be of service.
Like he also says, the only way to fix
the world is not to fix the world itself but
yourself. It is of no harm to others and,
in that manner at least, you will make
the world a better place.

LESS Awards
and Scholarships

Women in the Arts Award: Meran
Dutrisac; Yellowhead Road & Bridge
Scholarship: Kell Wictorin; Lucerne
Teachers’ & Principal Attitude &
Achievement: Meran Dutrisac;
Sandy Harris: Kell Wictorin;

Chie Kamegaya: Meran Dutrisac;
Edith J Greer: Ezra Barker and
Jude Nicholson-Chodat; Fujiko
Matsushita: Ezra Barker; Lucerne
Scholarship Society General Award:
Matthew Driedger.

A r r o w L a k e s Te a c h e r s ’
Association: Kell Wictorin;
Cinta Batik Arts Scholarship:
Meran Dutrisac; Columbia Power
Corporation Bursaries: Meran
Dutrisac and Kell Wictorin; Colin
Wilkie Memorial Scholarship: Kell
Wictorin; Katrine Conroy, MLA
Bursary: Meran Dutrisac; SD10
Dogwood District Authority: Kell
Wictorin; Lane Haywood Memorial
Scholarship: Ezra Barker; Lane
Haywood Memorial Bursary:
Meran Dutrisac; Kootenay Savings
Education & Leadership Award:
Ezra Barker; Randy Duncan
Memorial Scholarship: Matthew
Driedger; Columbia Basin Trust
Youth Community Service Award:
Kell Wictorin; Nakusp Rotary
Scholarship: Kell Wictorin; Royal
Canadian Legion Branch 101 New
Denver/Silverton: Matthew Driedger
and Jude Nicholson-Chodat; Royal
Canadian Legion Branch 276 Slocan
Valley: Ezra Barker; 2019 Schulich
Leader Nominee: Ezra Barker;
David Thompson Arts Award: Meran
Dutrisac; Women Celebrating Young

President-elect Dan Nicholson of the Nakusp Rotary Club presents Kell Wictoran with a scholarship.

Patti Sebbin presents Meran Dutrisac with the Cinta Batik Arts Scholarship.
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Lucerne students featured in art exhibition Share the Joy
by Art Joyce
‘Share the Joy’ was an apt title for
an exhibition held at New Denver’s
Hidden Garden Gallery the week
of June 10. It celebrated a monthslong project featuring artwork and
music created by students of Lucerne
school, grades K-12, including
felting, pottery, oils, Matisse cutouts,

tie-dyes, fabric art flags, sketches and
original music. The Friday opening
was marked by a kids’ parade led
by Glen Jordan that wound up
at the gallery, followed by youth
choir performances led by Kelly
Coubrough. About 60 students –
nearly the entire school – created
artwork for the show.

Art instructor Donna Hicks
helped bring students’ ideas to
fruition, including a series of pottery
totem poles fired in the school’s
brand new kiln. Hicks, Patti Sebben
and Katrina Sumrall coordinated
the various art classes required to
instruct students in technique, while
music instructor Noel Fudge taught

PHOTO CREDIT: ART JOYCE

This group of New Denver students from Lucerne school represented some 60 kids who had artwork or music featured in the ‘Share the Joy’
exhibition at the Hidden Garden Gallery.

Glen Jordan played pied piper to students of Lucerne school whose artwork was featured in the Hidden Garden Gallery exhibition ‘Share the Joy.’

Nakusp’s Rainbow Crosswalk, to raise awareness about the LGBTQ+ community in Nakusp,
was completed on June 4 and celebrated on June 5 with a ribbon cutting. Located downtown
between CIBC and Homegrown Market, the crosswalk is an initiative of Options for Sexual
Health Nakusp in partnership with the Sexual Advocacy for Everyone (SAFE) student group,
formerly Gay Straight Alliance. The project was first conceived two years ago, with Rhys
McLeod, Nakusp Secondary student and Gay Straight Alliance member at the time, as the key
advocate. The $7,000 project was funded through proceeds from the OutFest Film Festival,
a bake sale at the Farmer’s Market, and a grant from RDCK Area K. Director Paul Peterson,
Teresa Weatherhead from Options for Sexual Health Nakusp, Mayor Tom Zeleznik, students
from SAFE, and Rhys McLeod and Emma Orr from the original Gay Straight Alliance group
were all in attendance at the ribbon cutting.

students music and spoken word
composition and production. Hicks
hosted three senior students, Raven,
Jude and Meran – grades 11 and 12
– in a studio arts class for advanced
work. She also established a new
ceramics department at the school.
“It sounds like winning the
lottery for an artist to be able to
teach kids art,” said Hicks. “I’m
particularly excited about the clay
project, because it’s our first kiln, and
we wanted to honour First Nations
peoples with the totem poles. And
nothing blew up!”
Nonie Jackson instructed
students on the tie-dye technique, and
many of the attendees at the opening
on Friday afternoon proudly wore
their original t-shirt designs. Younger
students created artwork to submit to
the Kootenay Savings Credit Union
2019 calendar competition, also on
display at the exhibition. A felted
wool rug with an original design was
created from sheep’s wool donated
by Donna and Kerry Heichert, carded
at the Lucerne Harvest Festival last
fall.
The exhibition also had an
ecological component – a 3D model
of the Box Lake watershed. This was
produced by MIDAS Labs in Trail,
using special signboard foam and a
laser to create an extremely realistic
scale model based on actual lidar
data. Richard Johnson suggested
the project and donated an airbrush
and compressor so students could
paint the model. Students were
instructed in airbrush technique by
School District 10 IT technician
Patrick Martin. The model was
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sponsored by NACFOR, Selkirk
College Geospatial Research, and the
Columbia Basin Watershed Network.
Contributions to the project totaled
about $700.
The sheer range and competency
of the artwork on display suggests
that this community is fostering
some very talented young people of
all ages. To mention only one, Meran
Dutrisac is a Lucerne grad this year
and won several art scholarships. She
hopes to pursue a career in art. The
advanced students in Hicks’ studio
class show great promise as artists,
already skilled beyond their years.
‘Share the Joy’ was sponsored by
a $1,090 grant from the Slocan Lake
Arts Council through the Columbia
Kootenay Cultural Alliance.
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Joy Kogawa speaks on forgiveness in two New Denver presentations
need for forgiveness within it. She said
she was “filled with gratitude because
in the last years of my brother’s life he
had Alzheimer’s. That meant I could
talk to him again because we had a
lifetime of estrangement.” She said
being here at this moment, particularly
at the Nikkei Centre, was important to
her. “I am so grateful to be able to be
here with you in this space,” especially
since she and her brother had been
close as children, when they lived in
the Slocan Valley.
She spoke at some length about
her difficult family dynamics, “The
identity that my mother and my
brother had about me was that I
was completely incapable of
understanding.” Her family had
many secrets, hid things from one
another, and it “wrecked my family
because it was so unspeakably bad.”
She concluded, “Hiding things makes
us feel separate.”
She did, however, say, “My

yourself?” Yes, she says, “That is
the hardest thing, the most important
thing, because you start there.”
One profound insight she shared
is about the relationship between
victimhood and victimization. “If
you stay stuck in the victim mode
there is incredible harm you can cause
because you don’t feel what the other
is experiencing. We’re good, you’re
bad, that is the victim mentality.” If
you stay stuck being a victim, “If
you don’t move over, you inevitably
become a victimizer.” And if you
keep repeating, “ ‘I’m a victim, I’m a
victim,’ it becomes a song.”
She ended the evening by saying
how much she loves to be here. “This
place feels like a dense star. You are
filled up with the sense of who you are.
I love the spiritual power that is here.”
On Saturday at the Nikkei Centre,
she had just heard her brother died the
day before. Much of what she said
touched upon their relationship and the

mother was a truth teller. That was
the best thing she gave me.”
Where she came to out of this
was she never felt safe in the world,
so she decided, “I could be private
and write.”
She says she has a profound
understanding of suffering. “As
a child, I was set on the path of
alleviating the suffering in the world
and in order to do that I had to
understand the suffering.”
“ E v e r y o n e ’s s u ff e r i n g i s
completely known and to be
completely known is to be completely
loved.” It is, she says, “from that
divine power that comes forgiveness.”
Speaking once more of
forgiveness, she says, “All we need
to do is become aware that it is on
the way.” Forgiveness is “being
committed to love even if you can’t.”
She concluded by saying, “My
life is completely given over to
forgiveness and I recommend it.”

Joy Kogawa speaks about forgiveness at the Silverton Gallery June 7 as part of the Convergence Writers’ weekend.

Silvery Slocan Historical Society wins award
submitted
The British Columbia Historical
Federation (BCHF) has chosen New
Denver’s Silvery Slocan Historical
Society as the recipient of its 2018 Best
News and Media Award.
Each year, the BCHF offers a
certificate and cash prize of $250 for
published news and media resources by
members, which includes newsletters,
blogs, social media campaigns, print
media campaigns, videos and podcasts.
The SSHS won for its Summer
2018 newsletter, an informative
quarterly publication featuring the
activities of the historical society. The
newsletter recognizes the work of

volunteers and community members
in preserving and commemorating the
area’s local history.
The prize was awarded June 8 at the
book awards gala event in Courtenay as
part of the BCHF annual conference.
The British Columbia Historical
Federation (BCHF) encourages
interest in the history of BC through
research, presentation, and support in
its role as an umbrella organization
for provincial historical societies.
Established in 1922, the federation
currently provides a collective voice
for more than 100 member societies
and 24,000 individuals in the provincial
not-for-profit historical sector.

PHOTO CREDIT: DARREN DURUPT

her time here in New Denver. She
spoke of forgiveness in generalized
and philosophical terms, rather than
addressing particular circumstances.
One recurrent theme was surprise:
“You never know what is going
to happen. Which really is a most
hopeful thing. That’s why I’m here,
to learn, and to be surprised.”
Kogawa, who is 84 years old,
says, “These are the best years of
my life because of these notions that
just keep on coming, the wonders
that keep arriving. I am walking on
eternity’s road and the name of that
road is forgiveness.”
“Sometimes we just can’t do it,
we can’t forgive,” she says. “But
that’s OK. Sometimes it is enough to
have the intent of forgiveness.” We
are, she says, “living in a time when
this intent becomes the imperative.”
She also says, “Failure means that we
tried. And we can’t do more than that.”
“The intent to forgive, means the
willingness to carry the weight for
somebody.”
She is critical of much of what
passes for political discourse. “A lot
of our justice work is really retributive
work,” meaning the offender must be
punished. “What if we spent all of our
energy in trying to heal it?”
Holding a peony in her hand, she
likens human interconnectedness to a
flower: “If we know how incredibly
interconnected we are, then everything
we have ever done is not they, it is us.”
This realization must include “not
just the people you love, but maybe
particularly the ones who are your
enemies.” This realization leads to
forgiveness. “If it doesn’t change it’s
called death.”
Someone in the audience asked,
“Do you find it hard to forgive

PHOTO CREDIT: ART JOYCE

by Moe Lyons
On Friday, June 7 and Saturday,
June 8, as part of the Convergence
Writers’ Weekend, well known and
beloved Canadian author Joy Kogawa
returned to the Slocan Valley with a
message about forgiveness. This is
a theme that runs through almost all
Kogawa’s work, whether dealing with
Japanese internment or life with her
father, a minister who was exposed
and vilified as a sexual predator.
Introducing her at the Silverton
Gallery, Therese DesCamp said, “Joy
has not and does not stand still.” She
described Kogawa and her work as
“so profound and so thorough and so
passionate.”
Kogawa is the author of the 1981
Canadian classic novel Obasan,
included in the Literary Review
of Canada’s 100 Most Important
Canadian Books. The story is drawn
from her internment at Slocan during
World War II. Kogawa has been
inducted into the Order of Canada
and the Order of British Columbia.
In 2010, she was awarded the Order
of the Rising Sun by the Japanese
government for her contribution
to preserving Japanese-Canadian
history.
Her most recent work is her 2016
memoir Gently to Nagasaki. The
Vancouver Sun’s Douglas Todd called
the book “a mature work of history
and spirituality, bravely detailing the
intersection between mass global evils
and those perpetrated intimately by
members of one’s own family.
“Kogawa’s memoir deeply
explores how denial works in regards
to racism, paedophilia, nuclear power,
Canadian internment camps and
Japanese war atrocities,” Todd said.
Kogawa seemed subdued during

BCHF Membership Chair Caroline Ross, Greg Nesteroff, and President Shannon Bettles at the
awards gala held June 8 at the Native Sons Hall in Courtenay.
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Slocan Valley Economic Development update
by Ron LeBlanc
The climate crisis is real, we are
in unchartered territory living with
the environmental consequences of
our choices, and we are in the midst
of the planet’s sixth mass species
extinction. My position as Slocan
Valley Economic Development
Coordinator asks me to do many
things, and now that I have your
attention, you might just wonder
what the connection is here. I think
it’s important for us to look at the
big picture and view matters in
context, and having this kind of
awareness helps put the ‘Slocan
Valley’ into ‘Slocan Valley Economic
Development.’ Without wanting to
seem cliché, but also owning it, I
think by having this perspective we
in the Slocan Valley can play a role
for a brighter future, tapping into
our collective wisdom to help shape
creative, earth-friendly ideas and
practices. At the same time, there’s
work that needs to happen in order
for us to build capacity here in the
valley, for our community to be more
resilient and forward-facing.

In the meantime, I’d like to
celebrate the successes of community
economic development in the valley,
and indeed important progress is
being made on a many fronts. For
example, the storefront businesses
of downtown Winlaw have met on
several occasions to discuss what
common interests they may share, if it
would make sense to organize, and if
so – what form would that take? As a
result, a Winlaw Business Committee
has formed and is exploring the
possibility of becoming a committee
of the Slocan District Chamber of
Commerce. This move would allow
Winlaw businesses to support each
other, to freely form working groups
on distinct projects, apply for grants
as they become available, support the
Chamber of Commerce and benefit
from membership and efficiencies
from its organizational structure. For
now, downtown storefront Winlaw
businesses are invited to contact
Colleen Emery at Emery Herbals
for information on how to join the
committee.
The new Arrow and Slocan

Tourism Association (ASTA) had its
inaugural AGM and selected its board
of directors. There is representation
from accommodators; arts, culture
and heritage; backcountry lodges,
outdoor recreation and activities;
food, beverage and retail; Chamber
of Commerce and local government.
A provincially-sanctioned increase
in accommodation tax (Municipal
& Regional Destination Tax) will be
paid by visitors staying in hotels or
B&Bs in the area, and that money
will go to ASTA to fund tourism
initiatives for the Slocan and Arrow
Lakes Valleys.
Recently there was a Kootenay
Cannabis Symposium held in Nelson.
Many of the organizers hailed from
the Slocan Valley, as members of
the Kootenay United Cannabis
Association (KUCA), with support
from my position at the Regional
District of Central Kootenay, as well
as others from the RDCK, Selkirk
College, City of Nelson and industry.
The goal was to identify barriers and
brainstorm solutions for those trying
to enter the legal cannabis licencing

submitted
The Slocan Valley’s diversity,
creativity, resiliency and volunteer
spirit were on full display at the
Slocan Valley Community Legacy
Society’s AGM in late May as
the Society’s 2019 grants were
announced.
This year eight organizations from
up and down the valley submitted
excellent applications, all successful.
Not only were the applications well
written, the proposed projects fulfill
the granting priorities of supporting
our communities to be resilient and
vital, protecting and promoting and
enhancing the natural environment,
promoting creativity and innovation.
They also showed evidence that the
project will promote collaboration.

In the New Denver and Silverton
area, grants were awarded to the
Slocan Lake Garden Society for
repairs to the Kohan Garden pond,
and to the Slocan Lake Arts Council
on behalf of the Valhalla Choral
Society to purchase performance
stools and choral folders to make
participation in the choir more age
friendly.
Grants awarded to organizations
in the mid and lower valley include a
grant to the Columbia Basin Alliance
for Literacy to support Financial
Literacy Day, which will raise
awareness among young families
about the programs and services
available to reduce financial stresses.
Two grants were given to W.E.
Graham Community Services

submitted
Those of you who caught
Genevieve Charbonneau when she
played at the Langham a couple years
back with her band The Wild Sundays
know what an engaging performer this
honey-voiced island-based songstress
is. Those of you who didn’t are in luck
– she’s coming back!
The award-winning singersongwriter returns July 4 at 7 pm
to showcase her latest collection of
heartfelt songs on her new album
Heart is a Tower. The 2017 BC

Songwriting Competition winner is
joined this time by duo partner Jack
Connolly.
Soulful harmonies and skillful
guitar enrich original songs that are
clever, intimate and highly accessible.
Don’t miss a wonderful summertime
evening of warm rootsy music
fusing bluegrass rhythms, traditional
folk, Americana and pop! www.
heartwoodmusic.ca
Advance tickets are $15 at
Sunnyside Naturals and Willow Home
Gallery in Kaslo.

Society: one to upgrade the food
bank garden, and one on behalf of
the Slocan Valley Youth Network for
a project to teach youth how to build
and control a robot through coding
techniques, providing skills that may
be useful in future employment and
promoting working together.
The Slocan Valley Seniors
Housing Society received a grant
to support Passmore Lodge’s 20th
Anniversary Celebration which
will take place on July 27. The
Rural Alternatives Research and
Training Society (RARTS) received
a grant on behalf of the Valley Gems
Community Theatre to help cover
the costs of set building materials,
costumes, etc. for the production of
the very successful play ‘Peter Pan’.
And the Nelson & District
Women’s Centre received a grant on
behalf of the Blood of Life Collective
to develop curriculum for teachers
in School Districts #10 and #8 for
each of the 19 stories contained in
Not Extinct: Keeping the Sinixt Way.
The Slocan Valley Legacy Fund’s
investments makes awarding of these
grants possible through the interest
earned each year. Kootenay Savings
Credit Union also generously
augments the grant money.
As the Legacy Fund grows, more
money will be available to award
each year.

Slocan Valley Legacy Fund announces grant recipients

Heartwood live at the Langham

process. It was impressive to watch
the diverse players in the industry
work together towards a common
goal. All orders of government were
present, including senior staff from
Health Canada and the BC Cannabis
Secretariat (Ministry of Public Safety
& Solicitor General). Check out
the findings from the symposium
interpreted by KUCA at kuca.ca. We
are told from the Province that the
event continues to have profound
influence on the thinking around
policy at the provincial level, and a
ripple effect on the federal level.
While on the cannabis topic,
I wrote a report entitled “Slocan
Valley Synopsis – The Business
of Transition”, that can be found
online on the RDCK website. The
report attempts to dissect the local
industry to have a look at how the
transition to the legal market may
affect different groups in the industry,
and again, identifying barriers and
looking at solutions. Coming soon
– a page dedicated to resources for
the cannabis sector on the RDCK
website. The new Agriculture Land
Commission recently issued a
bulletin declaring that all cannabis
production in the Agriculture Land
Reserve is now considered farm use,
a reversal of its previous position.
Now in spite of my big picture

start to this column, this community
economic work is still important
and I hope relevant to where we
are at today. As our world shifts,
we need to have eyes wide open to
respond to new versions of normal.
That can mean change, stretching
and at times stepping out of our
bubble. With this role in community
economic development to support and
strengthen our community, together
with the Villages, the Regional
District and partners, we ask you to
meet us part way, to show up, get
involved, to join the conversation.
We in the Slocan Valley should
cherish and celebrate our culture,
our past, and with that foundation
move forward to a future that holds
our environment precious and brings
community and compassion to the
forefront.

Correction

In ‘Restoration work to begin on
Snk’mip Marsh this summer’ in our last
issue, it was incorrectly reported that
the Slocan Lake Stewardship Society
(SLSS) had received a grant under
the CBT Ecosystem Enhancement
Program. In fact, SLSS has qualified
for grant funding under the program
but has not yet heard whether or not
the grant will be awarded.

Helga Marie Dummerauf

Dummerauf (Assel), Helga Marie passed away on June 6, 2019 at the Arrow
Lakes Hospital. Survived by her grandchildren Toni and Tristan as well as
her daughter-in-law Dawn, family in AB and Germany. Memorial donations
may be made to the Arrow Lakes Hospital. Private ceremony to follow at
a later date.
If you wish to leave a message of personal condolence you can visit the
family’s online register at www.valleyfh.ca

THE SLOCAN & DISTRICT VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT,
1ST RESPONDERS & TECHNICAL RESCUE SOCIETY wish
to thank all who participated in our Fishing Derby on June 1st. A
special thank you to all our sponsors:
Barry Waters, Bee Greens, Canadian Tire, Carol Barclay, CT Automotive, Dig
Garden Center, Downtown Shell, Endless Adventure, Evergreen Natural Foods,
Fisherman’s Market, Flaca’s Bistro, Fomi’s Bakery, Four Season’s Greenhouse,
Freedom Creations, Frog Peak Café, Gatesway, Gerricks, Gibbs Fishing Tackle,
Glacier Honda, Heritage Credit Union, Home Building Center Nelson, Honey
Candles, John Deere, Kal-Tire, Karen Davis, Kevin Marr, Kootenay Savings Credit
Union, Legendary Meats, Lordco Auto Parts, Main Jet, Mama Sita’s, Midas, Mothers
Little Helper, Mountain Valley Station, Nelson Brewing Company, Nelson Remedy
RX, No Frills, Oso Negro, Packrat Annies, Pharamasave Nelson, Playmor Power
Products, ROAM, Sacred Ride, Safeway, Selkirk Snowcat Skiing, Silverton Building
Supplies, SK Electronics, Slocan Fitness Center, Slocan Lake Hardware, Slocan
Park Repair, Slocan Valley CO-OP, Slocan Village Market, Stillpoint Pottery, Susan
McKenzie/REMAX, The Real Canadian Wholesale, Slocan Valley Legion Branch
276, Thor’s Pizza, Vahalla Craft Distillery, Valhalla Pure Outfitters (Nelson), Valhalla
Pure Outfitters (New Denver), Valleyview Golf Course, Village of Slocan, Winlaw
Mini-Mart. Our sincere apologies if we have forgotten anyone. The Derby was
very successful thanks to all of you!

New Balance Trail Runners. Get yours while size and selection are at their best!

Professional fitting, expert service.
www.vincedevito.com
www.facebook.com/pages/
Vince-DeVitos-SpecialtyFootwear-LTD

411 Hall Street • Nelson, BC • 250-352-6261 • Toll-free: 1-800-337-1622
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BC must declare forest and climate emergency now: Sierra Club
submitted
Sierra Club BC and forest expert
Herb Hammond have called for
immediate steps to reduce the danger
of worsening droughts, floods and
fire caused by forest destruction and
climate breakdown. They are calling
on the BC government to declare a
forest and climate emergency and
take immediate action to protect
and restore resilient forests in
order to reduce the growing risk of
unmanageable climate impacts for
ecosystems and communities.
“We are in a climate emergency
and it’s time the BC government
acted like it. Defending our
communities from floods and fires
requires immediate action to reduce
climate pollution and save intact
forests,” said Jens Wieting, senior
forest and climate campaigner with
Sierra Club BC.
“Trees are essential for clean
air and water, long-term forestry
jobs, storing carbon and protecting
communities from floods and
disasters. As the climate shifts into
uncharted territory, only intact
forests can buffer the impacts – not
clearcuts, young forests and tree
plantations. We need action today
because in 10 or 20 years we’ll need
these resilient forests for survival.”
Destructive industrial logging
is one of the largest sources of

Kaslo Window and
Gutter Cleaning
is now accepting
new clients!
Professional services.
9 years experience.
Over 250 happy clients.
Schedule a window or
gutter cleaning by email:
KasloWG@gmail.com
or phone: 250 353 3291

Our valley’s green
grocer since 1990

• Fresh
• Organic
• Wholesome
1290 Hwy #6
Crescent Valley
250-359-7323
– Open daily –

(Closed Christmas & New Year’s day)

greenhouse gas emissions in the
province, causing forests to shift
from carbon sinks to carbon pollution
sources as global heating continues.
“The climate emergency means
we must increase protection of
resilient forests like old-growth
forests and intact natural forests across
the province,” said Winlaw forester
and ecologist Herb Hammond. “In
some parts of the forest landscape,
cautious intervention like thinning
to build resiliency to the climate
disruption and controlled burns will
be necessary. Clearcutting is never
the right answer—we have to reduce
our losses, not make them worse.”
Meteorologists warned at the end
of May that Western Canada should
be ready for a particularly hot and
dry summer, after an abnormally dry

spring in many regions.
In October 2018, the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change (IPCC) projected that
without unprecedented action, by
2040 the world will heat by about
1.5 degrees Celsius compared to preindustrial times. As a consequence of
warming of just one degree, water
vapour in the atmosphere has already
increased by 7% and changes in the
jet stream have resulted in weather
patterns becoming more stationary,
causing longer and more extreme
flooding and droughts.
These trends will only stop once
the world economy has completely
decarbonized, but can be significantly
slowed by protecting intact natural
forests, particularly old forests, that
are large enough to moderate local

climates and stave off the worst
impacts of the climate disruption.
Moving away from destructive
practices must be part of provincial
climate action to increase the amount
of carbon stored in forests. This will
translate into more jobs and less
ecosystem damage per cubic metre
of wood. Solutions like increased
protection and improved forest
management must fully respect
the United Nations Declaration on
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
(UNDRIP).
Two immediate first steps for the
BC government are to:
- Develop and implement an
immediate “climate impact test”
for logging plans. Every hectare
of newly clearcut forest leaves
communities more vulnerable

to flooding, wildfires and loss of
clean water. Logging plans must be
adjusted or cancelled as needed to
address the climate emergency.
- Overhaul BC’s legislation
and regulations governing forestry.
The review currently underway
needs to be significantly expanded
to correct the existing corporate
control of public forests. The Forest
Range and Practices Act (FRPA) and
associated legislation and policy need
a paradigm shift from a timber-based
approach to a principled ecosystembased approach to save and restore
the carbon storage function and life
support systems provided by BC’s
forests, give species and ecosystems
a chance to adapt to the changing
climate, and reduce deadly dangers
for communities.

submitted
Mark your calendar now for
the June 30 community-wide party
to celebrate the 100th birthday
of Lardeau Valley Museum’s
beautifully restored pioneer cabin.
“Wood may rot and need to be
restored, but the spirit of pioneering
is as solid and alive as ever in the
north end of Kootenay Lake,”
says Peter Jonker, Lardeau Valley
Historical Society president. “And
we are going to celebrate this spirit.”
The truth is that the cabin has
survived much. After Billy Clark
built it on the shore of Duncan
Lake in Howser, he lived happily

in it until that fateful day of terrible
news: a treaty had been signed, and
under its terms a dam would soon be
built, flooding out most of Howser.
It made no difference that he was
far into his seventies, or that he had
lived in it for going on 50 years.
No, he would be forced to move
and his cabin would be burned to
the ground before the new reservoir
water level could drown it. It was a
sad day. As skilled and resourceful
as he was, his was the most trim
and solid cabin that stood proudly
overlooking the original lake.
However, Billy was not only
skilled, but also a gentle and sensible

sort of pioneer – a local legend who
had accumulated many friends.
They helped Billy settle in SixMile, west of Nelson, and carefully
relocated his cabin to the upland
overlooking the clay pit in Meadow
Creek.
Eventually, it was brought to
the museum grounds. Here, it is
being restored by local craftsman
Chris Petersen, with core funding
support from Columbia Basin Trust
and Heritage BC through the Built
Heritage Grants Program.
“It is perfectly fitting,” says
Jonker, “that the cabin’s restoration
and birthday happen to occur

together in the same year.”
No doubt, if Billy were alive
today, he would be over-the-top
thrilled.
The party is expected to draw
more than 250 people. It will be
a fun, family event that includes a
free barbecue, birthday cake, facepainting, kids’ games, displays
of historic relics and collections,
live music, demonstration of some
heritage craftsmanship, the Lardeau
Valley Sunday Market, and more!
Oh, yes: a pioneer fashion
contest too, which means that people
are encouraged to come dressed up
like a pioneer.

submitted
The Hidden Garden Gallery
has officially launched its Summer
2019 lineup. Its tagline of ‘helping
artists grow’ aptly reflects the
gallery’s unwavering commitment
to supporting novice and seasoned
artists, by providing a welcoming
venue to showcase many art forms.
This non-profit society, run by
a volunteer working board does
not take any commission from
artists’ sales. Artists flourish as
does the cultural diversity of New
Denver through gallery showings
and musical entertainment provided
at each artist’s reception.
The 2019 season which runs
until September 8, includes shows
by new and returning artists. Look
for the bookmark insert in this
edition of The Valley Voice, for
names of all featured artists and
dates of their shows.
The first show, Burgers and
Birds, is inspired by play, fun and
laughter – a staple for the duo of
Roni Jurgensen and Beth Gallup.
Who could resist checking out
‘Mustard Dancing in Ketchup’?
The show has serious moments
too. Birds are an integral part of
life in the Kootenays; their beauty
and behaviour can be sources of
inspiration for how we also may
live. This show runs from June
25-30. The reception, on June 29,
7-9 pm, features Freya, musicians
Martine DenBok and Noel Fudge.
The second show, Small,

Medium and Large, speaks to the
expansive array of size in the acrylic
artwork of Leela Kapel. Leela sees
art as an adventure, self-expression
and a healing journey. Guided by
creativity, colours and shapes, her
artwork evolves. Some pieces are
done in days, while others reflect

months of work. Leela Kapel’s show
runs from July 2-7. The reception,
on July 2, 7-9 pm features musician
Richard Burton.
Yo u a r e e n c o u r a g e d t o
experience the excitement generated
by the works of such diverse and
talented artists. The beautiful,

inviting location welcomes you
at 112 Slocan Ave, behind Sweet
Dreams Guest House. Any and
all donations to assist with the
ongoing work of the Hidden Garden
Gallery are greatly appreciated.
For more information please visit
hiddengardengallery.ca.

submitted
Silverton Councillor Leah Main
joined municipal leaders from across
the country at the Federation of
Canadian Municipalities’ 2019
Annual Conference to deliver a united
message to the federal government:
support for local governments is
critical to delivering results for
Canadians.
This conference is also when
local government representatives
get elected by their regional peers to
serve on the FCM Board of Directors.
Main was re-elected to serve a fifth
consecutive year in this capacity, and
was elected by the BC Caucus to serve
as their chair. She will participate in
FCM Executive Committee meetings,
bringing a large voice for a very
small town and rural areas to national
discussions.
Whether it’s better roads, transit,
housing or water systems, local
governments are building better lives,
says the FCM. “We make the most of
the tools available, but the upcoming
federal election needs to empower us
to get even more done for Canadians
across the country.”

Held in Quebec City, this year’s
conference showcased the power
and influence of local government
by bringing together 2,100 delegates
representing communities from
across the country. At the conference,
attendees shared ideas about how
to improve lives in their own
communities.
The conference also provided
opportunities for delegates to bring
their diverse realities to discussions
of some of Canada’s most pressing
issues, including housing affordability,
national broadband and transit. They

also explored ways to advance energy
infrastructure while protecting the
environment.
The importance of this event and
the growing influence of the local
order of government was highlighted
further by the attendance of national
party leaders including Elizabeth
May (Greens), Jagmeet Singh (NDP),
leader of the Official Opposition
Andrew Scheer (Conservative) and,
notably, PM Justin Trudeau. Delegates
delivered a message to the party
leaders: “We’re the governments
closest to people’s daily lives.”

Big community party at Lardeau museum

Twelve artists prepare to exhibit at Hidden Garden Gallery

Local priorities take centre stage at national conference

The BC Caucus of the Federation of Canadian Municipalities: Leah Main, representing
Silverton-Regional District of Central Kootenay stands at centre.
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Columbia Wireless tower may be installed near Kuskanax Mountain Trail in Nakusp

by Jan McMurray
A Columbia Wireless tower to
be located on or near the Kuskanax
Mountain Trail in the Nakusp area

is back on the table, with public
comments accepted until July
13. The tower would enable the
company to offer wireless high-

speed internet service to Nakusp
and area.
Columbia Wireless first applied
to the government for the use of

submitted
June always marks the end of the
school year, a time for celebration
and also reflection over the year’s
past events. The 2018-2019 school
year also marks the final year before
the full implementation of the BC’s
new curriculum K-12 begins in
September 2019.
As part of the transition to the
new curriculum, the Ministry of
Education has provided additional
funding to districts to ensure teachers
have access to resources to learn,
prepare and organize their classroom
supports around implementation.
For this academic year, schools
throughout Kootenay Lake School
District were encouraged to apply
for curriculum project grants that
aligned directly with one or more of

the district’s four strategic goals. 19
unique school teams were granted
between $1,000- $3,000 each
towards curriculum projects for
2018/19.
Many of the schools put their
grant money towards providing
release time for teachers to work
together to derive new lesson plans
and introduce cross-curricular
projects. Teachers at J.V. Humphries
and Blewett Elementary both
acknowledged how important this
collaborative time is for teachers.
“Often as a teacher I feel alone
in my classroom,” says Grace
Broadfoot, Secondary Sciences and
Outdoor Education teacher in Kaslo.
“Having that collaboration time to
work with other teachers and share
ideas is so important.”

The curriculum presentations
filled an entire day with dialogue,
shared experiences and visuals, and
offered a valued opportunity for
administrators and teachers from
around the district to ask questions
and promote strategies that worked
for them with their colleagues and
peers.
“Every school in the district was
able to take part in at least one project
this year through opportunities
provided at the district, regional
and provincial levels,” said Naomi
Ross, Acting Director of Innovative
Education. In addition to the
curriculum grants, the Innovative
Education department was also able
to host 105 professional learning
opportunities for staff through the
‘Focus. Learn. Excel.’ initiative.

submitted
Work has begun on a replacement
for the Lyle Creek bridge on Hwy 31A,
and will start on Whitewater bridge in
July. The Ministry of Transportation
and Infrastructure warns drivers and
cyclists the projects will cause minor
delays on the highway between New
Denver and Kaslo.
The existing two-lane timber
bridges will be replaced with modern
concrete and steel two-lane structures.
The new bridges will have 1.5-metrewide shoulders and bicycle railings
to improve safety and mobility for

all users.
Before the bridges are built,
however, temporary single-lane
detours will be built at both locations
to maintain connectivity through
the Highway 31A corridor during
construction.
Work on the Lyle Creek bridge,
22.5 kilometres east of New Denver,
started in early June, with the detour
anticipated to be in place by the end
of June. The Whitewater bridge, 21
kilometres east of New Denver, will
have a construction detour likely
beginning in late July. The temporary

crossing is expected to be complete by
early August.
Both permanent bridges are
expected to be open to traffic by the
end of October.
During construction, single-lane
alternating traffic will be in place
24 hours a day. People should be
prepared for delays of up to 10
minutes. Drivers are reminded to slow
down and use caution when travelling
through the work areas.
For the most up-to-date
information, check DriveBC.ca and
@DriveBC on Twitter.

submitted
The Nakusp RCMP is requesting
help from the citizens of Nakusp and
surrounding area. There have been
several small fires set around the
village, which is very concerning
given the forecast of another hot and
dry summer. The potential for a fire
to get out of control is very high. If
anyone witnesses any suspicious fire
activity, please ensure it is reported.
The Nakusp RCMP has also been

made aware that there is ATV activity
again in the rural areas and downtown
Nakusp. The Nakusp RCMP asks
anyone who sees or hears an ATV out
late at night or in the early morning
hours to report the information to
the Nakusp RCMP as it is occurring.
“I am getting reports that the
ATVs are becoming active again in
the late hours of the night, which was
consistent with property theft activity
this past fall,” says Cpl Jaime Moffat.

“I just want to remind the people to
be calling in suspicious activity so
that we are aware and can respond in
an effort to deter or stop any crime.”
If you have any information,
please call 250-265-3677 (if after
hours, press #1 and stay on the line
and your call will be transferred
to a communications officer) or
anonymously at Crimestoppers 24
hours a day at 1-800-222-8477, or
on-line at bccrimestoppers.com.

submitted
After 18 months of planning and
working toward a goal, New Denver
Hospice Society is set to launch its
new look, along with new services
in grief and bereavement care, with
a party on June 26 from 7 to 9 pm
at the hospice office, 401 Galena
Avenue.
In the fall of 2018, the
society board decided to improve
upon the grief services offered
to the community. The steps to
implementing this plan began with
the need to provide a comfortable
space and atmosphere for volunteers
to provide companionship services.
Hospice received a grant from
the Slocan Valley Community
Legacy Society (SVCLS), which
was matched by the Hospice
society, to renovate the office to

include the bereavement centre
and update the surroundings.
As the office went through its
transformation, volunteers were
training in companioning grief and
bereavement in order to be ready
to fulfill the new service roles of
one to one companioning and grief
workshops.
During the same period NDHS
received CIA/AAP grants from
Silverton and New Denver to rebrand
Hospice. With a new logo, updated
brochures, business cards and a
website, NDHS’s transformation is
almost complete.
Help celebrate at the launch
party! Meet the new board of
directors elected at the AGM and say
farewell to former chair Sue Davies,
secretary Judi Gardiner and board
member Dean Spankie. Hospice

would not be what it is today without
the tireless dedication of volunteers
and board members. New Denver
Hospice has come a long way in the
past 28 years. Come and discover
the full range of end-of-life care
services offered.

Kootenay Lake School District is winning awards and sharing resources

Two bridge on Hwy 31A to be replaced

the Crown land for the tower in
August last year. At that time, the
Nakusp and Area Community Trails
Society (NACTS) was concerned
that a tower on or near the trail would
ruin the aesthetics of the hiking
experience and would deter people
from using the trail. The society,
which maintains the Kuskanax
Mountain Trail, asked the company
to look for an alternate site.
Ben Leslie, owner of Columbia
Wireless, says the company explored
different locations, but did not find
a satisfactory alternative – so in
April, he cancelled the application
to government for use of the Crown
land on the trail.
“Then the trails society contacted
me and asked me not to cancel, so I
re-submitted the application in June,”
Leslie said. He says he has agreed
to help the trails society upgrade the
trail by longlining in a bench, and to
help them with re-routing the trail
if the tower is too close to the trail.
Barb Chwachka, president
of NACTS, said the Kuskanax
Mountain Trail location for the tower
“was really the best spot when it
came down to it – it’s the only place
that can service the hot springs.”
She said NACTS, Village council,
the Nakusp and Area Development
Board and Columbia Wireless got
together to discuss the tower, and
Columbia Wireless agreed to situate

the tower as far away from the trail
as possible. If it has to go on or close
to the trail, the company has agreed
to provide the funds to re-route the
trail, she said.
Some community members are
opposed to the tower because of the
many studies that find several health
disorders are linked to wireless
radiation. Wulf Mense has led the
charge on this, and is gathering
signatures on a petition opposing
the tower. He reports that as of June
15, he had gathered 31 signatures.
A member of the trails society, he
believes the NACTS board should
have consulted with society members
before coming to an agreement with
Columbia Wireless.
Leslie says he expects a
decision from the government
on his application for use of the
Crown land in early summer, and
if approved, he can have the tower
up and operational within a month.
The proposal is for an 18.2-metre-tall
steel tower with two solar panels,
backup propane generator, steel
portable battery box, and a wooden
helicopter landing pad at the height
of land in a natural opening.
Columbia Wireless also expects
a decision very soon on its proposed
tower at Summit Lake.
See the ad on this page to find
out how to provide comments on the
Kuskanax Mountain tower.

Arson, late-night ATV activity concern Nakusp RCMP

Hospice launches new look and new services

Support the
Valley Voice
with a voluntary
subscription

Only $10-$30
Send Cheque or Money Order
to: Valley Voice, Box 70,
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

Land Act:
Notice of Application for a Disposition of Crown Land
Take notice that We, Columbia Wireless Inc., from Nelson, BC, have
applied to the British Columbia Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural
Resource Operations and Rural Development (FLNRORD), Kootenay
Boundary Region, for a Licence of Occupation for Communication
Site use situated on Provincial Crown Land located in the vicinity of
Nakusp, BC.
FLNRORD invites comments on this application, the Lands File is
4406031. Written comments concerning this application should be
directed to Authorization Specialist, FLNRORD, Kootenay Boundary
Region, at 1902 Theatre Road, Cranbrook, BC V1C 7G1. Comments
will be received by FLNRORD up to July 13, 2019. FLNRORD may
not be able to consider comments received after this date. Please
visit the website at http://comment.nrs.gov.bc.ca/ for more information.
Be advised that any response to this advertisement will be considered
part of the public record. Access to these records requires the
submission of a Freedom of Information (FOI) request. Visit http://www.
gov.bc.ca/freedomofinformation to learn more about FOI submissions.
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Rebuilding Procter Village Bakery, the heart of the village
submitted by Goody Niosi
The village of Procter
in the West Kootenays has
taken on the big challenge of
rebuilding its bakery/ café – its
meeting place and heart. But to
do that it needs help.
For at least two decades,
the café, tucked into the old
schoolhouse, has served as the
town’s meeting place, eating
place, discussion forum and
social heartbeat.
In the fall of 2018, the
Village Bakery shut its doors
and the community rallied. No
Village Bakery? Unthinkable!
But the question was, how
to re-open? How to keep it
going?
Lisa Norris, vice president
of the Procter Community
Society (PCS) explains that in
order to re-open, upgrades and
new equipment are required.
Those upgrades include
electrical, plumbing, installing
an accessible front door and
bathroom – and so much more.
In fact, PCS estimates it will
cost $75,000 - $100,000 to
renovate the Village Bakery.
With a population of 800, that
might seem like a daunting
task. But when the local
population was presented
with the facts, there was no
hesitation. “Let’s do it!” they
said.
I n s h o r t o r d e r, t h e
community raised almost
$5,000. Other contributions
came from skilled tradespeople
with offers of hands-on work.
Today, the bakery is
gutted. Work is in progress.
But a lot of work still needs
to be done. And while locals
may mourn the temporary
shutdown of their local café,
others likely have deeper
regrets over the absence of
cinnamon buns.

Susan Foot, who took over
the bakery in 1998 invented
the sweet treats that put the
Village Bakery on the map.
Customers learned quickly
to call ahead to say they were
coming and could Susan put a
bun or two aside please?
When Foot ran the
bakery, it was open Monday,
Wednesday and Friday. “We
had tons of fun,” she said. “I
cranked quite a few of the local
kids through there on summer
jobs.” She also recalled the
storytelling festival that got
the entire community involved
and that once again focussed
on the bakery – the heart of
the small community.
Michael Martin was the
next person to operate the
Village Bakery. He purchased
it from Foot in 2007 and
began opening it five days
a week. He also introduced
an espresso machine. After
almost 10 years of serving
the community, Martin sold
the bakery.
“The Village Bakery
became a place to meet,”
he said. “There was lots
of socializing. I hope it’s
successful. There’s lots
of enthusiasm. It’s a nice
community and a very
community-oriented place.”
Lisa Norris is hopeful
about receiving government
grants to match the funds
raised by the community and
those outside the community
who are fans of the café.
Those grants will stretch the
renovation work to include
outside decks and upgrades
to other facilities inside the
old heritage building that
started life as a one-room
schoolhouse.
“The community really
has a say in what they’d like

to see happen. The volunteer
aspect has been massive. This
community spirit goes back in
history. It’s natural for people
here to come together when
they believe in something.”
Among the society’s
strategies are a GoFundMe
page, a T-shirt logo contest,
a silent auction and sales of a
puzzle taken from an original
sketch of Procter executed by
the late local artist, George
Reid.
The vision for the ‘new’
Procter Village Bakery isn’t a
grand one but it captures the
heart of a small community.
Norris said she imagines a

place full of warmth that
celebrates the community’s
roots while it creates fresh
memories.
“We want to create
warmth in the newness. We
might incorporate photos of
community members and
maybe local artists on one wall
and maybe a chalkboard wall
that changes – a place where
the history is honoured and the
warmth is engaged and where
the community can gather
for whatever shows up. We’ll
create it together.”
To give to this project,
visit gofundme.com/everyvillage-needs-a-kitchen.

Lisa Norris says the community will create the ‘new’ Village Bakery together.

250-265-0015

Over 5000 artifacts to enjoy. Relive the
sternwheeler era and our colourful past.
See evidence of the Sinixt people, the first
inhabitants to our area.
Open 10 am to 4 pm from Victoria Day weekend
in May until Labour Day weekend in September.
Shorter hours until the end of October as
demand indicates.
Group tours available by request.
Admission By Donation.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza.
250-353-2282.
KASLO HOUSING SOCIETY Housing
Coordinator, assisting residents of Kaslo
and Area D with affordable housing.
Office hours: Tuesday 1-3, Wednesday &
Thursday 9-12 or by appointment. #23 The
Langham, Kaslo. 250-353-8363. Funding

GARDENING

for this position thanks to CBT and RDCK/
Kaslo EDC.
FOR FRESH FRUIT and vegetables from
Cawston, visit Anthony in Silverton this
Friday June 27 (9-4) and Saturday at the
Kaslo Market. Bing Cherries, New Potatoes
and Garlic to start the season.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

THE VALLEY VOICE owners are
thinking about succession planning! We
invite community members interested in
the newspaper business (or learning about
the newspaper business) to contact us by
email: valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca. Serious
inquiries only, please.
HAVE YOU ALWAYS DREAMED about
starting your own business? If so, call
Community Futures to learn about the free

ACCOMMODATIONS

Grow Your Own
Indoor & Outdoor Garden
Supplies, Knowledgeable Staff,
Regular Hours
Mon – Sat 9 am - 5 pm

RECYCLING
Smokey Creek Salvage

FREE DROP OFF
of most appliances, all metals,
power tools, lawn mowers, etc.

250-359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539

CLASSIFIED ADS

Business Plan workshop open to anyone!
And if you’re eligible, you may also qualify
for the Self-Employment Program, where
you will receive ongoing business training
and coaching and usually financial support
while you start your business. To learn more
call 265-3674 ext. 201 or email Nakusp@
futures.bc.ca.
THINKING OF STARTING, buying
or expanding your own business? If so,
Community Futures offers business loans,
counseling & training; and delivers the
Self Employment program in the Arrow
& Slocan Lakes area. For more info leave
a message at 265-3674 ext. 201 or email
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

COMING EVENTS

BC’S HOTTEST NEW RACE!!
iDIDaRide & Run XC mountain bike and
trail running event takes place in Kaslo,
Saturday, August 10. Register online at
iDIDaRide-kaslo.ca up until Wed, Aug 7.
Questions call 250-354-3591.
THE FRIDAY MARKET in New Denver
happens downtown every Friday, 10 am to
2 pm, June thru September. For 25 years
this beloved little market has been bringing
you fresh local produce, artisan wares and

Your ad
could be
here for
only $19.50
+ GST

vibrant Kootenay culture. We thank you for
your support.
SQUARE DANCING! 5 piece band ‘El Dorado
Hoedown’ and live caller. June 29, 6:30-9 pm at
the Bosun Hall in New Denver. Beginners are
welcome. Call 358-7158 for information.
ANNUAL PIG ROAST at the Slocan Valley
Legion, Saturday June 22. Dinner served 6-8
pm. Open until 9 pm. Live music. Slocan
Legion Hall, 502 Harold St., Slocan. Tickets
at Mountain Valley Station in Slocan or phone
355-2672 to reserve. Tickets $20 (age 6 & under
free). The Legion welcomes members & guests.
THE LANGHAM’S Landscapes of
Climate Change Series presents THE
ARCTIC: A Delicate Balance of Strength
and Fragility – Friday June 28, 7pm. A
multi-media presentation by mountain
guide and explorer Laura Adams examines
the unprecedented rate of change in the
Arctic and the implications for the region
and the planet. $10 suggested donation,
students & youth free - everyone welcome!
HEARTWOOD – LIVE IN CONCERT
at the Langham Thursday July 4, 7 pm.
Those of you who caught Genevieve
Charbonneau at the Langham with her
band The Wild Sundays know what an

Bikes, Skis,
Snowshoes
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engaging performer this award-winning
singer-songwriter is. She returns with a new
album joined by partner Jack Connolly. $15
Sunnyside and Willow.
THE LANGHAM Landscapes of Climate
Change Series presents a Film Screening of
THE RADICALS Friday, June 21, 7pm. A
breathtaking documentary following four
snowboarders and surfers who become
environmental stewards through their
connection to the land & First Nation
communities. Admission $10 at the door,
Youth and Students Free.
VALLICAN HERITAGE HALL
SOCIETY invites everyone to an open
house to show the many restorations and
renovations completed to our community
hall over the past two years. Heritage
BC and CBT contributed with our Built
Heritage Grant. This hall is aka the Little
Red Schoolhouse at 4192 Slocan River Rd.
Please join us from 1 to 4 pm on Sunday
June 23 for tours and free hamburgers.
REGISTRATION FOR SUMMER DAY
CAMPS in Slocan now Open! Ages 6-12.
Water Weeks, Art Extravaganza & Outdoor
Adventures. Visit our website www.wegcss.
org or call 250-355-2484 for more info.

• BICYCLE

Sales and
Maintenance
Call Shon
250-265-3332
shonsbs@gmail.com

WE DO OIL CHANGES – We stock oil & filters
for most common vehicles! • NEW TIRE
SALES – Installs, Repairs & Changeovers •
GENERAL MAINTENANCE & REPAIR

STEEL TOE JOE’S
Automotive Repair
Joe Shaw

Owner & Journeyman Technician
3804 Pine Rd. Krestova, BC

Alongside Mountainberry

778.454.0180

CLEANING

250-358-7199

3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

stjautomotive@gmail.com

PHOTOGRAPHY
Open 1 pm to 4:30 pm Tues. to Sat.

Support the Valley Voice with a
voluntary subscription
Only $10-$30

TUES

Hand & Soul
Wellness Centre

DAWN DEVLIN

Advanced Ortho-Bionomy Practioner
& Certified Reflexologist

202 Lake Avenue, Silverton

CHIROPRACTOR: Dr. Larry Zaleski

Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care
Silverton: Mondays & Friday afternoon – Winlaw & Nakusp on Alternating Wednesdays (plus every 4th Thursday
afternoon in Winlaw)

COUNSELLOR: Sue Mistretta, M.A.

19 years experience helping clients working with anxiety,
depression, grief, self esteem, health crisis, life transitions
or simply are feeling stuck or uninspired.

Offices in Silverton & Winlaw

Call 250-358-2177 for appointments
Visit www.handandsoul.ca

Send Cheque or Money Order to: The Valley Voice
Box 70 New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

Dr. Michael Brennan • Chiropractor
Over 10 years experience
Appointments can be scheduled by contacting
his Nelson office at 250-352-5135

Dr. Brennan comes to New Denver and Nakusp every week:
Slocan Community Health Centre on Tuesday Afternoons;
Arrow Lakes Hospital on Wednesday.
Offering Chiropractic, Concussion Management, Cold Laser Therapy,
Custom Orthotics, Auto Injury Care and many more services.

www.activebalancechiro.ca

20+ years experience
For Appointment in Nakusp call:
Phone: 250-265-1796 • www.dawndevlin.ca

Tyson Bartel • 226-6826
Feldenkrais/Somatic Yoga
Tuesdays
9:30-11 am • $12  
bindustudio.ca Winlaw
Intro Bodywork $30/Hour
* Thai Massage * Reflexology
* Feldenkrais * Yoga Therapy

Healing Suites Collective
#4-5729 HWY 6, Winlaw
sacredearthsomatics.com
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AT T H E H I D D E N G A R D E N
GALLERY - Burgers and Birds:
Blending humour with seriousness, the
collaborative work of Roni Jurgensen
and Beth Gallup is featured June 25
-30, 2019, 10 am-3 pm. Reception
on June 29, 7-9 pm, with music by
Martine and Noel. Small, Medium
and Large: The title reflects the wide
range of Leela Kapel’s mixed media
artwork, in acrylic. The show runs
July 2-7, 10 am-3 pm. Reception on
July 2, 7-9 pm, with music by Richard
Burton. The Hidden Garden Gallery is
located at 112 Slocan Ave, New Denver,
behind Sweet Dreams Guesthouse. The
gallery is open 10 am-3 pm, TuesdaySunday. For more information please visit
hiddengardengallery.ca.
Personal Classifieds start at $8.00
Call 250-358-7218 for details

HOURS
9 AM - 9 PM

EXPERIENCED BC REGISTERED
MUSIC TEACHER new to Vallican area
with openings for piano students, age 5 and
older, at all levels in modern, classical and
jazz styles. Adults and special needs students
welcome. Contact Carmen (250) 226-6951.

FOR RENT

KASLO UNIQUE SHARED
ACCOMMODATIONS: Rooms for Rent.
$625/mo. NS/NP. 250-353-2130.
SUITE FOR RENT on acreage, triplex,
one mile from Nakusp. 3 bdr, appliances.
Available. $1,000/mo. 1-250-863-0886 or
1-250-575-8867.

FOR SALE

AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING
CONTAINERS 20 ft. and 40 ft. sizes.
Kootenay Containers Sales & Rentals,
Castlegar. 250-365-3014.
WATKINS PRODUCTS, HAND
CRAFTS – Bertha Williams, #11 – 217
Zacks Rd. 250-265-9080.
BAND-SAW MILLED mixed dimension
lumber and timbers up to 10” x 10”. Cedar
4” x 4”s,1” x 8”, etc. 208 Laktin Road, Hills,
BC. Call 250-358-7796. For custom milling
call Robert Vandewere: 250-505-2453.

Your ad could
be hereOpenfor
only
Thurs - Sun
$11.00 + GST

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

CLASSIFIED ADS
HEALTH

YOGA IN SILVERTON – THE
INWARD JOURNEY: Monday and
Thursday mornings 9-10 am. Honour your
body by reducing stress, building strength,
flexibility and balance. Upper story of the
fire hall in Silverton. Only 5 minutes from
New Denver. Open to all levels. Come
and share mindfulness and the exultation
of inner flow.

HELP WANTED

65-YEAR-OLD disabled male looking for
home support in Silverton. 250-358-2756.
GALENA CONTRACTORS LTD. is
seeking a full-time heavy-duty mechanic.
Qualifications: Red Seal Heavy-Duty
Mechanic, Valid Driver’s License, 5 years
experience and welding an asset. E-mail
resume to shop@galenacontractors.com
WANTED: PRODUCTION BAKER 1
day/week (Thursdays) for Bread and Roses
Co-op Bakery to produce organic, artisanal
baked goods and sourdough breads.
Immediate start. Resume to: k.linda@
maapress.ca by Sunday, June 23.

NOTICES

SINGING HU EACH DAY can lead to a
deeper understanding of yourself and why

119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0
Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

BIG DOG MUSIC
421 6th Ave, New Denver
250-307-0163

Bill Lander
REALTOR®
250-551-5652
bill@billlander.ca

Serving the Slocan Valley
for the 14th year.
Offices in Nakusp, Nelson,
Kaslo & Trail

518 6th Ave • New Denver

250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290
email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca

DI’S ESTHETICS

Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area.
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm

Certified by the Province of BC to test drinking water

Gaia Tree Whole Foods

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

Community Market

• All Organic Produce
• All Organic Grains
Community Discount Day:
Last Friday of the month
9-6:30 Mon-Sat
Sunday 10-4

CAFÉ & CRAFTS

Chartered Professional Accountant

New Market Foods

– Bulk Ordering –

25

H. A. Benson Inc.

• Guitars and Accessories • Musical
Instruments • Vintage Vinyl Records • New
Vinyl Records • Stereo Equipment - Turntables
7 A.M. - 3 P.M.
11 A.M. - 3 P.M.

things happen the way they do in your life.
It opens your awareness to new viewpoints
and attitudes. Anyone can work with the HU
regardless of age, background, or religion.
http://eckankarblog.org/sound-of-soul
Eckankar, The Path of Spiritual Freedom.
ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS
a problem in your life? AA, NA and ALANON (family) meetings can help. For
information on AA: in New Denver, 250358-7158; Nakusp, 265-4216; Kaslo, 3539617; Heart of the Slocan Valley, 551-4104;
Playmor Junction, 226-7252. For NA: New
Denver, 358-7265. For AL-ANON (family):
New Denver, 250-551-6540. Please, if you
can’t get through, try another number.
CARPENTER CREEK LAST
WISHES SOCIETY provides
information on preplanning for death
and advice for alternative funeral
arrangements. Ph: 250-777-1974. www.
carpentercreeklastwishessociety.ca
NELSON & AREA ELDER ABUSE
PREVENTION Resource Centre: 250-3526008 NelsonElderAbusePrevention@gmail.com/
www.nelsonelderabuseprevention.ca. Drop-in
Wednesdays 12-2 pm, 719 Vernon Street, Nelson.
Nelson and District Seniors Coordinating Society.

AGRICULTURE

– FULL SERVICE SALON –
Lash Extensions - $90 - Introductory price
manicures • pedicures • waxing & more
Lash lift & tint - $55

WINLAW • 250-226-7318

Your ad could
be here for only
$11.00 + GST

GIFTS

Downtown Winlaw • 250-226-7255

slocan city
trading

Summer Hours

Open Monday – Saturday
10:30 am - 4:30 pm
Open Sunday, 11 am - 3 pm
Main Street, New Denver

250-358-2178

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30

Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

buy • sell • trade
guitars • cars • art • antiques
• musical instruments
250-355-2299
9 to 5
Repair and refinish guitars,
Kaslofurniture
Clothes etc.
Hanger
We buy guitars

Support the Valley Voice with
a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30
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Nakusp byelection: candidate interviews
by Jan McMurray
Nakusp residents go to the polls at
the Legion Hall on Saturday, July 13
(advance voting July 3) to vote in their
byelection. Reny Kitto and Ken Miller
are the two candidates running for the
one councillor seat left vacant when Janis
Neufeld resigned for health reasons.
Reny Kitto grew up in Vernon,
graduated from high school in Kelowna,
and then lived in Nakusp for five years.
His two boys were born here. Then
he and his family moved to Manitoba,
returning to Nakusp three years ago. He
runs Arkay Computers/ The Source on
PETS
90 DAYS TO A BETTER DOG: relaxed
walks, come when called, have fun. Learn
more at www.proudofmydog.ca

REAL ESTATE

SMALL HOUSE IN NAKUSP, BC, 700
sq. ft. on .37 acre, quiet cul-de-sac. Shed and
garden tools included. $175,500. By appt.
only. 250-517-8797.
PRIME COMMERCIAL BUILDING in
Nakusp with approved cannabis dispensary
zoning. $185,000. Listed KellyRoberts@
royallepage.ca.

WANTED

LOOKING FOR 1950s short DIVCO milk
truck. 587-803-5142 or blue5777777@
hotmail.com.

Nakusp’s main street.
Why do you want to be on council?
A lot of people want me to run
because my voice is heard. When I post
a comment on Facebook, I get instant
results. I get lots of people who approach
me and want to talk to me about these
issues. I think we need a very active voice
at the table to help speak for the local
businesses and I have a great rapport with
a lot of the businesses. I have a drive to
get in there and sit at the table and have
some good heart-to-heart dicussions on
policies and how the system needs to
evolve in some areas so we can help the
town grow in the right direction.
What are your top issues?
The business core is key, but that is
only the tip of the iceberg. We have lots
of work but we’re missing the workers.
And there are only so many beds in this
town for people, so we have to come up
with a game plan on how to change so
we can have more housing, then more
jobs. Larger companies want to come
but there’s no land and no services to
the land. We need to pull everything
back to the beginning and redevelop the
town so it has the ability to grow in the
right areas. We want to grow, not keep

the same footprint, but the downtown is
surrounded by residential and residential
is landlocked, so how do we grow? It’s
going to take a lot of planning.
What do you love about Nakusp?
If you move here, you’re going
to live longer because of the clean air
and the clean water. That is only 1% of
the beauty of Nakusp. The scenery, the
beauty is immeasurable. I have never
before been in such a nice, close-knit
community. I hear comments from
tourists about how friendly we are here.
If you’re elected, do you think you’ll
want to continue for the long term?
That depends on how positive of a
momentum we get going. If we can come
up with some fantastic ideas for positive
changes, then I’m in for the long haul.
Councillors tend to get overwhelmed by
policy and procedure and how the system
handcuffs you and I think that’s where I
can shine, by pushing those policy walls
down. I’m the guy who will question just
about anything. I don’t care if it’s always
been done like that, I need a logical
explanation why.
Are you comfortable with the structure
and formality of council meetings?
I’m all for structure. There has to

be structure and formality. I’ve been on
boards before and I’ve helped organize
boards before. It’s not going to be shell
shock for me.
Ken Miller was a maintenance
person at the Arrow Lakes Hospital for
roughly 25 years. He was on council in
1993 for a three-year term, and then
again 2001-02 when a councillor moved
away. He has lived in Nakusp since 1975,
and was here before that, too.
Why do you want to be on council?
I was approached by a few people
to run. I decided I should because I’m
retired. It’s something different to do for
a while. I’m sort of going into it like the
perfect juror, with no views one way or
the other.
What are your top issues?
Housing is obviously a problem. I
am an ex hospital employee and am on
the hospital foundation executive, and
they are having trouble getting nurses
because there’s no place to live. The
trouble with low cost housing is there’s
no such thing as low cost construction.
What do you love about Nakusp?
Everything! When I was on council
back then, I was a little selfish. I wanted
to keep Nakusp small and for myself but

it’s just not going to happen. It’s grown
to be very nice. More wonderful people
have moved into town and it’s still a
great place to be. I can’t think of any
better place.
If you’re elected, do you think you’ll
want to continue for the long term?
It depends on which committees I
decide to join and how involved I get
on them.
Are you comfortable with the structure
and formality of council meetings?
Yes, I’m very comfortable with it. I
went to council last Monday and I was
quite impressed with how well run the
meeting was.

Next Valley Voice
Deadline:
June 28,
2019
Advertise in the
Valley Voice.

It pays!!!

Call 358-7218 for details
valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN

HARDWOOD FLOORS
WHOLESALE
• Registered Septic System
designer and installer •
• Ready Mix Concrete •
• Lock Blocks • Drain Rock •
• Road Crush • Sand & Gravel •
• Dump Trucks • Excavator •
• Crusher • Coloured Concrete •
• Site Preparation •
Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
Ph. 265-4615 • vieirac@telus.net

Safety, Service, Satisfaction
Installation and maintenance

jim@jemsgas.com
MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter
TimberFrame Homes
Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall
Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding
Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales
dave@maddentimber.com

250 265 1807

Crescent Bay
Construction Ltd.

HALL LUMBER
& BUILDING SUPPLIES
Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat
10 am to 5 pm
PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd.
Edgewood, BC

K&A

250-358-7721

CONSTRUCTION
FOUNDATIONS • ROOFING • RENOVATIONS

Specializing in Timber Framing
Cell: 250-265-8503 Home: 250-265-2278

(250) 551-TIME (8463)

www.manciaconstruction.ca

CREATIVE MASONRY SOLUTIONS
FOR YOUR HOME AND BUSINESS

Patrick Baird

250-354-8562

elementconcrete.ca

Leaf Cabinetry

T: (250) 551-7127
E: joszef@airpost.net

mobile

• BONDED Journeyman carpenter
• HPO Licenced Builder #42639

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

Tim Reilly

1730 Hwy 3, Selkirk Spring Building
dan@canadiangardensupply.com

Alex Joseph

• Power Trowel • Concrete Finishing
• Concrete Stamping and Acid
Staining • Forming • Tile Setting
• Cultured & Natural Stone Installation

Suite 3, 622 Front St
Nelson, BC Vll 4B7
C: (250)551-6584
Licensed Residential Builder & General Contractor
Design • Project Management • Building Services
www.trctimberworks.com

Castlegar
250-304-2911

Electrical Contracting Ltd

Darrell A. Olsen

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431
• Email cresbay@telus.net

Indoor Garden
Supplies

Wired by Alex

Kent & Arlene Yardcare Services
Housewatch • Free Estimates
358-2508 • 358-7785 • 505-8210
wyofonoff1@yahoo.ca

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Tyler Paynton • 250.777.3654 • silverridgeearthsnow@hotmail.com

SOLID 3 ¼ x ¾ OR ENGINEERED. 6 PLY. TOP
WEAR 2 mm-5” WIDE PREFINISHED ALUMINUM OXIDE, SMOOTH OR BRUSHED. $4.59
SF PLT. AVAILABLE IN 6”-7 ½” – 8 ¾” WIDE.
INFLOOR HEAT COMPATIBLE. 25 YEARS
GUARANTEE. AND MUCH MORE.
AT JUAN’S 1503 HWY 3A
THRUMS (CASTLEGAR) BC
250-304-7466 • 250-399-6377
Mon-Sat 8:30 am - 5 pm

Residential & commercial
cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC

250.226.7441

www.leafcabinetry.com

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Box 595 Nakusp, BC
VOG 1R0		

Cell: 250-265-1342
Phone:250-265-4621

Jim Pownall
& Co.

LOG & TIMBER
FRAME HOMES
Crane Service

New Denver • BC
250-358-2566
jpownall@telus.net
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Visitors from Washington to New Denver were travelling in style in these beautifully restored vintage automobiles: a
1914 Cadillac and a 1915 Mercer coupe. They were touring the Selkirk Loop.

Category 3 fires prohibited
submitted
Category 3 open fires are
now prohibited in this region.
The BC Wildfire Service
implemented the ban to help
prevent wildfires caused by
Category 3 burning and to
protect public safety.
Specifically, prohibited
activities include:
- any fire larger than two
metres high by three metres
wide;
- three or more concurrently
burning piles no larger than two
metres high by three metres
wide;
- burning of one or more
windrows; and
- burning of stubble or grass
over an area greater than 0.2
hectares (2,150 sq ft).
This prohibition will remain
in place until the public is
otherwise notified. It applies
to all public and private land
outside municipal boundaries.
Check with local government
authorities for any other
restrictions before lighting any
fire.
This prohibition does not
ban campfires that are a halfmetre high by a half-metre wide
or smaller, and does not apply

to cooking stoves that use gas,
propane or briquettes.
A poster explaining the
different categories of open
burning is available online:
http://ow.ly/znny309kJv5
Anyone found in
contravention of an open
burning prohibition may be
issued a violation ticket for
$1,150, required to pay an
administrative penalty of up
to $100,000 or, if convicted in
court, fined up to $100,000 and/
or sentenced to up to one year in
jail. If the contravention causes
or contributes to a wildfire,
the person responsible may be
ordered to pay all firefighting
and associated costs, as well
as the value of the resources
damaged or destroyed by the
wildfire.
To report a wildfire,
unattended campfire or open
burning violation, call 1 800
663-5555 toll-free or *5555 on
a cellphone.
For the latest information on
current wildfire activity, burning
restrictions, road closures and
air quality advisories, visit:
www.bcwildfire.ca, twitter.com/
BCGovFireInfo or facebook.
com/BCForestFireInfo.

submitted
The Radicals is a
breathtaking documentary that
follows four snowboarders
and surfers driven to become
social and environmental
activists through their intimate
connection with the land.
As we journey across BC’s
West Coast, the film weaves a
story of learning, inspiration
and resistance from the
First Nations communities:
from the Tahltan fight for
the Iskut headwaters, art as
resilience on Haida Gwaii, to
an uprising against fish farms,
each experience teaches what

it means to be a true radical.
The Radicals inspires us
to shift our perspectives and
dig into our roots to create
radical waves of change,
while still enjoying the thrill
of nature and a sense of real
purpose.
Admission is $10 at the
door, youth and students free.

Langham screens The
Radicals tomorrow night

Advertise in the
Valley Voice.
It pays!!!

Call 358-7218 for
details
valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

The first Slocan Valley Community Arts Council Art Show at the Vallican Whole Community Centre was a huge success, with over
25 artists and artisans, numerous performances, kids’ activities and yummy food. The field was filled with cars, and people milled
throughout the building and grounds appreciating the beautiful things on offer. The building’s basement has been transformed into
an attractive display area which will be a continuing asset to the community. A beautiful stained glass display welcomed people as
they arrived, Stillpoint Pottery had a lovely display, and Lori Steel from Dragonfly Organic Art did fused glass demonstrations.
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Vallican landmark restoration project completed
submitted
The Vallican Heritage Hall,
known to many locals as the ‘Little
Red Schoolhouse’, has undergone
a significant restoration and
revitalization over the past few
years. The Vallican Heritage Hall
Society (VHHS) has been actively
coordinating the efforts.
With primary support coming
from the Columbia Basin Trust
several sub-projects have been
completed. These include replacing
the roof, stabilizing the foundation,
insulating the floor, installing new
lighting, replacing damaged siding,
upgrading the kitchen and appliances,
and finally, repainting this notable
historic building and community
heirloom.
The Trust provided funds through
two sources, a ‘Built Heritage Grant’
– administered and managed by
Heritage BC – which “supports the
preservation, rehabilitation, and/or

restoration of built heritage resources
in the Columbia Basin Trust region,”
and its ‘Community Initiatives and
Affected Areas Programs (CIP/
AAP)’, which supports “local projects
that provide additional value to Basin
communities, and that benefit the
broad community and public good.”
Chris Swetland of Swetland
Enterprises Ltd. carried out most of
the major upgrades, with VHHS board
members and local volunteers doing
the related planning, purchasing,
coordination of contractors, and
painting. The Heritage Conservation
Plan, a July 2018 report prepared
by Elana Zysblat of Ance Building
Services and John Atkin, who did
the research and compiled the history
of the building and area, provides
written and illustrated details of the
changes made. The excerpts below
are from this report.
The hall is a “single storey
decommissioned vernacular school

house set on a large lot facing Slocan
River Road, situated in the Slocan
Valley community of Vallican … on
the traditional territory of the Sinixt
people.” It was built in 1930 and is
“representative of the … schoolhouses
designed by the Department of Public
Works and built throughout British
Columbia until the advent of World
War II.
The hall “is valued as one of
the last vestiges of the original nonnative settlement established in the
early 1900s ... Originally known as
Barker’s Siding, the settlement was
situated close to Brown’s Hotel, a

halfway house providing the only
stopping place on the Slocan River
between Nelson and Slocan City.
“The Vallican Heritage Hall
served the area as a school until 1968
and is valued as a reminder of the
importance small communities placed
on education … That community
focus continued with the Nelson
School Board transfer of the property
to the Vallican Heritage Hall Society
in the 1980s on the condition that
the building operate as a public
community hall. It fulfills that role
as a community-led and maintained
venue for events and the arts …
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Originally, students attended a school
at Winlaw but the population was
soon large enough to qualify for their
own school.”
A public celebration of this
restoration will take place on Sunday
June 23 from 1 to 4 pm at 4192 Slocan
River Road. Community members
are invited to attend; building tours,
hamburgers and refreshments will be
provided.
The society welcomes stories
and photographs of Vallican Heritage
Hall’s past – please send them to
vhhs4192@gmail.com or bring them
to the event.

The Vallican Heritage Hall, known to many locals as the ‘Little Red Schoolhouse’, has undergone a significant restoration and revitalization over the past few years.

