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This year’s was the last Easter service that will be held at Nakusp’s 1898 St. Mark’s Anglican Church. The very last service will be held April 28, 
when the 120-year-old church will be deconsecrated. Heather and Doug Peters, lay leaders at the church for the last five years, said the decision 

to close was made because of the dwindling congregation. Negotiations for the sale of the church property are underway.

P
H

O
TO

 C
R

E
D

IT
: A

N
D

R
E

E
A 

M
Y

H
A

L

by Jan McMurray
About 300 people turned out 

at the Nakusp arena auditorium on 
April 17 to hear about the Section 
11 mountain caribou recovery 
agreement between Canada and 
BC. Over the course of the four-
hour meeting, many people voiced 
their concerns – from fears about 
the impacts of recovery efforts on 
the logging industry to warnings 
that the caribou are an indicator of 
an ecosystem in crisis.

Nakusp Mayor Tom Zeleznik, 
in his welcome, spoke about the 
critical importance of community 
involvement in the planning around 
caribou recovery. He said the newly 
formed Arrow Lakes Caribou Society 
seeks collaboration, partnership, a 
seat at the table, and to be part of 
the decision making. Later in the 
meeting, society representative 
Hugh Watt handed over a binder 
containing 1,200 signatures on a 
petition initiated by the society, 
calling for deep community and 
stakeholder involvement in the 

Huge turnout to mountain caribou meeting in Nakusp
process. Watt was assured that the 
society and all interested parties can 
be involved; however, because there 
is so much interest, there will likely 
be one representative from each 
group invited to the table.

Blair Hammond from the federal 
government and Darcy Peel, Leo 
Degroot and Russ Laroche from 
BC’s Ministry of Forests, Lands, 
Natural Resource Operations and 
Rural Development (FLNRORD) 
provided background information, 
with David Marshall of the Fraser 
Basin Council facilitating.

The local herd in the Nakusp and 
Duncan area – the Central Selkirk 
herd – has 25 animals remaining, 
down from 90 six years ago and 600 
some years ago. The Columbia North 
herd has the healthiest population 
in the Kootenay region, at 147. 
Four herds are extirpated (Central 
Rockies, South Purcell, South 
Selkirk, South Monashee).

One person asked if the local herd 
with just 25 animals is sustainable, 
and if they should be relocated. 

Hammond replied that there has to 
be about 10 breeding females to have 
some semblance of a population, and 
that a minimum of 100 is needed to 
guard against genetic issues. Peel 
said a Canada-BC joint science 
team would be prioritizing the herds 
in terms of where recovery efforts 
should be focused, and this will be 
posted on the website.

Degroot said the number one 
reason for the decline of the caribou 
is believed to be the removal of old 
growth forest due to harvesting, 
pipelines, and road right of ways. 
Removal of old growth brings 

moose, elk, and deer into these 
areas, and with them, their predators 
– wolves and cougars – “and caribou 
tend to pay the price.” Also, when 
the old growth forest is removed, 
so is the caribou’s main food source 
– lichens. Another cause of caribou 
decline is believed to be disturbance. 
When heli-skiers and snowmobilers 
come into their habitat, caribou tend 
to move and travel raises their stress 
level and depletes their fat reserves, 
particularly in winter when they are 
short on calories.

There was a question about 
why caribou recovery efforts in 

2008 closed areas to logging and 
snowmobiling, but not to heli and 
catskiing – as well as a suggestion 
that the heli-ski community help with 
data collection by reporting caribou 
sightings. Peel said the heliski 
community was being engaged now 
“to make sure their activities are 
not further contributing to caribou 
recovery challenges.” He also said 
that an MOU with the heli-skiing 
community has expired and “we are 
now trying to get an agreement back 
in place.”

Degroot said that core caribou 
continued on page 2
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In Loving Memory of
Randy Earl Duncan

July 12, 1988 - April 28, 2011
The day you went away

They say that time’s a healer
But as time goes on,
I seem to find it just as hard
To face the fact you’re gone.
And today it’s the Anniversary
Of the day that you went away,
And I’m standing here at your graveside
And believe me when I say
You’ll never be forgotten
And every year I’ll shed a tear,
But it’s only because I Love You
And wish you were still here.
Love and miss you so much every day

– Mom, Dad, Amanda, Trevor, Meagan 
and Kayleigh and all the families

habitat was protected from harvesting 

Huge turnout to mountain caribou meeting in Nakusp
and snowmobiling 10 years ago, “but 
what has become apparent is we have 

to manage matrix habitat, too.”
There were questions about the 

matrix area, which extends down to 
the Arrow Reservoir and includes 
the community of Nakusp. Degroot 
explained that management activities 
in the matrix will occur only on 
Crown land – so that eliminates most 
of Nakusp – and will involve forestry 
and silviculture practices only, not 
recreation. The idea is to manage 
moose, elk and deer populations 
by minimizing ungulate forage 
through innovative harvesting and 
silviculture techniques.

Peel explained that detailed 
herd planning is the next step in the 
process and will be done in close 
collaboration with communities, 
First Nations and stakeholder groups. 
He said phase one herd plans were 
completed in spring 2018 and talk 
about the status of the herd, threats 
to the herd, actions taken in the past, 
and what the science says is needed 
to advance recovery in that area.

According to the government 
reps, the herd planning process is 
where all concerns will be addressed, 
including the multitude of concerns 
about how recovery efforts will 
impact the forestry industry, raised 
at the meeting by representatives 
of NACFOR, Interfor, Box Lake 
Lumber, and Stella Jones. The 
government reps stressed that 
significant habitat protection has 
already happened in this area, 
and if herd planning recommends 
additional habitat protection, an 
impact analysis will be done and 
any decisions will be made in 
collaboration with the licencees and 
other affected stakeholders.

People wanted to know if the 
land would be reopened where 
the herds are extirpated. Laroche 
said these areas will be opened up 
again for snowmobiling, but no 
harvesting will be allowed until it’s 
been decided whether or not caribou 
will be reintroduced into the habitat. 
Peel added that it is easy to open up 
the area for snowmobiling and then 
close it again the next season, but not 
so with forestry.

Several people spoke up for 
the environment. Eloise Charet, 

who teaches aboriginal studies and 
basket weaving, said she was very 
concerned about “the arrogance 
of managing nature.” “We have 
watched this going down and nothing 
changes in the way we use the 
resource… We never change! It’s 
time for change.”

Wayne McCrory, registered 
professional biologist and Valhalla 
Wilderness Society director, said 
discussions just like this one happened 
during the Kootenay Boundary Land 
Use Planning process in the 1990s, 
but “here we are in a huge crisis. 
What I am hearing here is the same 
thing I heard 25 years ago: we’re 
going to do more planning, more 
studies; we are not going to protect 
more habitat and we’re not going 
to have more closures. We should 
be using everything we have in the 
toolbox right now… if you don’t 
protect caribou habitat, you won’t 
have any caribou left.”

Amber Peters from the Valhalla 
Wilderness Society said there are 
over 350 species at risk in BC, and 
human beings are not separate from 
the ecosystem. “We have to protect 
more habitat to sustain ourselves,” 
she said.

A Meadow Creek farmer urged, 
“Throw away the ‘us vs. them’ 
mentality and realize we are all one 
or we are all going to be extinct.”

Darcy Peel’s closing comment 
was: “The science is getting really 
clear. It’s not about one thing. 
Protecting habitat alone and just 
winter habitat doesn’t solve the 
problem. We need to address 
this on a multi front… This is a 
challenging problem that requires 
broad discussion and support across 
the communities.”

M o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d 
opportunity to comment by May 
31: engage.gov.bc.ca/caribou

continued from page 1

Eagle Graphite reports 
strong early results 
from battery tests
submitted

Eagle Graphite Inc has reported 
positive early results from testing 
for lithium-ion battery anodes. This 
work is being performed as part of its 
ongoing graphite usage study. Eagle 
Graphite owns the Black Crystal 
graphite quarry and plant in the south 
Slocan Valley.

Lithium-ion coin cells were 
produced using anodes made from 
purified and spheronized graphite 
from the quarry. Both uncoated and 
coated graphite showed excellent ‘near 
theoretical’ results in initial charge-
discharge cycling. The uncoated 
graphite is undergoing long-term 
cycling. After 55 cycles, 99.23% of the 
original reversible capacity remained, 
which is viewed as a very strong result.

A leading independent specialist 
laboratory has been engaged to 
optimize process and qualify graphite 
produced at the Black Crystal plant 
for high-value markets. The ongoing 
research, begun in 2018, has already 
confirmed potential applicability of 
the graphite for a wide range of high-
value markets.
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Our valley’s green 
grocer since 1990 

• Fresh 
• Organic 

• Wholesome 
1290 Hwy #6 

Crescent Valley
250-359-7323

– Open daily –
(Closed Christmas & New Year’s day)

Slocan Waterfront 
Restoration & 
Development 

Society (SWRDS) 
is hosting 

Herb Hammond, R.P.F. the 
well known forest ecologist, 

who will be speaking 
on the topic of 

Forests, Forestry & 
Climate Change: If you 

love the forests.
How to protect and restore 

the ecosystem services 
provided by our forests.
Friday May 10th, 2019

Slocan Legion 
502 Harold St., Slocan

Dinner 5:00 pm by donation
Presentation with film 

6:00 pm

by Moe Lyons
On April 11, over 250 people 

met in Nelson at the Kootenay 
Cannabis Symposium, sponsored 
by the Kootenay United Cannabis 
Association and the RDCK. 
Among the 16 speakers were 
officials from all three levels of 
government, various experts, 
and industry players. Most of 
the attendees were farmers, 
microprocessors and small 
retailers, there to learn how to 
fight for their lives, or at least for 
their livelihoods.

The day opened with facilitator 
Brittney Anderson, Nelson City 
Counsellor and co-founder of the 
Cannabis Conservancy, saying, 
“We are all here because of this 
plant that has given us so much. In 
the Kootenays, our way of life is 
integrated with the cannabis plant. 
Legalization is going to impact our 
community in ways we haven’t 
seen here.”

A recurring theme was that 
the new system was set up with a 
corporate model in mind, with little 
or no understanding or concern for 
local microprocessors. Over and 
over, people reiterated that the 
process is way too cumbersome 
and expensive and phenomenally 
frustrating, and that there is little or 
no trust for government on the part 
of small players in the industry.

Joanne Garrah, representing 
the Controlled Substance and 
Cannabis branch of Health 
Canada, said there are currently 
168 licence holders in all of 
Canada, and almost all are large-
scale corporate entities. They 
have not received as many micro 
applications as expected: so far 
there have been less than 200 
Canada-wide. Of these, 25% are 
in process, and eight have received 
a confirmation of readiness. Many 
people think this file should be 
taken away from Health, which is 
already overextended, and put into 
Agriculture.

Mary Shaw spoke on behalf 
of the provincial government, 
which covers distribution and 
retail, minimum age requirements, 
and possession. She says they 
are hearing there are too many 
barriers, and are wanting to meet 
with representatives from small-
scale growers.

Meeri Durand from the RDCK 
said the RDCK is “obviously 
aware of the importance” of 
this topic. They have met with 
400-500 people in regional 
workshops, and are working on 
a business development model 
with Community Futures. They 
have heard over and over about 
how convoluted and detailed the 
process of becoming legalized is.

Durand says, “A lot of local 
producers were caught out in July 
when the ALR announced it won’t 
recognize indoor production as 
farm use.” Amongst those were 
many in the Slocan Valley, “a 
traditional hot spot” for cannabis 
production.  They had been 
expecting to see more than 250 

applications from the Valley, but 
there have been only about 50 
applications since 2016. 

In 2013 when the medical 
system was put in place, there were 
500 applications from throughout 
the Kootenays. One was successful, 
in Creston. “Obviously,” she 
says, “people are struggling for 
resources.” Financial barriers are 
huge, making transition nearly 
impossible, while “we should be 
the first out the door.”

“Most people who grow 
cannabis are farmers,” Durand 
says, but the current system is 
“out of reach for people who just 
want to farm.” A huge problem 
is that there is “no centralized 
help for information.” The 
biggest barrier is “trying to get an 
understanding” of how to navigate 
the system. On this issue, the 
RDCK is recognized as the “most 
progressive local government 
in the province” and they are 
looking for “innovative made-in-
the-Kootenays solutions.”

Paul Kelly from Community 
Futures says they are offering 
“Cannabis Business 101” classes 
starting in early May, and will 
be “helping people to navigate 
banking and lending,” discussing 
“risk mitigation,” talking about 
other sources of capital, and 
offering community counselling 
for free. 

After the speakers, participants 
broke down into groups. Obstacles, 
barriers and solutions were written 
down on big sheets of paper and 
later posted on the walls.

For the retail sector, concerns 
included lack of engagement on 
the part of local governments. 
They say local governments 
s imply don’t  have enough 
information, and that higher levels 
of government should provide 
consultancy to them. They also 
say it is almost impossible to 
compete with the black market 
because legal cannabis costs about 
twice as much. Another concern is 
that accompanied children are not 
allowed into the stores. Excessive 
packaging is another frequent 

complaint.
M i c r o p r o c e s s o r s  h a v e 

numerous concerns, as follows. 
They say the application 

process is “too stringent and 
convoluted, too cost prohibitive, 
and too lengthy.” 

As far as business and finance 
goes, they say there is a “lack 
of education, lack of templates, 
and compliance costs that are 
completely unreasonable.” 

They say there is a clear need 
for “coordinated advocacy,” 
particularly as the large players 
are already busy lobbying. 

The regulations don’t allow 
for organic marketing. Many local 
growers look to the craft wine 
industry as a model, and would 
like to be able to use craft labels. 

Growers  are  asking the 
provincial government to be 
more flexible about use of the 
ALR, and are suggesting that this 
flexibility be extended only to 
microprocessors, and not to large 
corporate entities.

There is also frustration with 
the fact that the process for CBD 
(used for medical purposes) is very 
slow, and that edibles are stalled.

Human resources are a big 
factor. Where will the increased 
workforce will come from, and 
what will happen for housing and 
transportation?

Growers and processors need 
training to learn how to run these 
businesses.

The need for consultancy 

help is a recurring theme. People 
are asking for government help 
with the application process, as 
well as support for local business 
via grants, subsidies and help 
with supply chain issues. One 
problem cropping up these days 
is “predatory consultants.”

It is almost impossible for 
microprocessors to access funding, 
because no one will agree to lend 
money until the application process 
is completed and the operation 
approved, but the process is so 
complicated and expensive that 
unless people have significant 
startup capital, they can’t get to 
where they would be eligible. 

One big complaint is that so 
much information is required up 
front. All kinds of information 
about people on site and site 
design are required, and these are 
not supposed to change after the 
application, which is not feasible. 
What would make sense is to 
require all this information to be 
available on-site but not to have 
to upload it in advance. Then after 
all this it takes 18-22 months for an 
application to be processed.

Locally, there is a great desire 
to see farmgate sales, special 
events permits, consumption cafes, 
access to farmers’ markets, and 
grandparenting of existing micro-
ops, including flexibility about 
local zoning.

The day wound up with 
words from Jim Leslie, founder 
of Kootenays Medicine Tree, 

speaking on behalf of KUCA. 
“This is,” he said, “the first 
successful community-based 
symposium. Our responsibility is 
to make sure there is a multiplicity 
of choices. Our foundational 
principle is that we must be 
interdependent with each other, 
not pitted against each other. This 
shows we have the possibility to 
make this a have region, a have 
province, a have country. We must 
not drop this momentum. This is 
going somewhere.” He announced 
there will be a craft symposium in 
Nelson this fall.

Kootenay United Cannabis Association hosts major symposium
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EDITORIAL / LETTERS POLICY
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articles from our readers. 
Letters and articles should be no longer than 500 words and may be 

edited. We reserve the right to reject any submitted material.
Please mark your letter “LETTER TO THE EDITOR.” Include your 
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430 Front Street, Kaslo, BC
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April is our 10-year anniversary month, come and celebrate with us.  
Check our website and Facebook page for details

Dumping at 
Smeill Pit

On April 17, 2019 I went for 
my morning walk. At the brake 
check pull-out by Smeill Pit next 
to the transfer station I saw a pile 
of willow clippings – a fire hazard 
– and numerous pieces of garbage 
over the bank. There are also grease 
tubes and empty oil jugs being left 
behind. This has been going on for 
some time, not only in this spot but 
at other locations as well.

I would like to see some signage 
and garbage containers put at the 
brake check by Smeill Pit.

There has to be a better way of 
doing things! All the garbage along 
the highway is not only an eyesore 
but is bad for the environment and 
wildlife.

Ron Heppner
Edgewood 

Restoring the 
forest

If you love the forests, then it’s 
past time to protect our watersheds 
from steep slope logging, as it 
impacts the quality of our precious 
water.

Over the past generation, we have 
eliminated years of accumulated 
protections, and legislation has been 
changed, to professional reliance.

U n f o r t u n a t e l y,  w i t h o u t 
government oversight we keep 
having disasters, as witnessed by 
landslides in our watersheds after 
logging, and another truck filled with 
gasoline and diesel ending up, this 
time in the Salmo River. May the 
driver rest in peace.

One of the actions we are taking 
to make change for the better in the 
Slocan Valley is providing a platform 
for Registered Professional Forester 
and forest ecologist Herb Hammond 
to help us to understand how to 
protect and restore our ecosystem 
services, as provided by our forests 
in the face of climate change.

Come out to the Slocan Legion 
on Friday, May 10 for a dinner 
starting at 5 pm then a lecture and 
film. The event is sponsored by 
Slocan Waterfront Restoration and 
Development Society.

As a  community we can 
collectively work to improve our 
logging of our forests and start the 
next generation of forestry work, in 
restoration.

Denise Dufault
Slocan

Collaboration key 
to leverage cannabis 
opportunity

We are  r ich  here  in  the 
Kootenays. Rich in skill, knowledge 
and experience in bringing to market 
some of the finest ganja known to 
man. While rich, this culture has 
long been discreet, which has pushed 
those who farm and work with this 
ancient medicine underground. Now 
survival of our local economies 
depends upon our cooperation and 
community building. It is time to 
leverage the strengths and experience 
of the community and take advantage 
of the opportunity to create a wholly 
integrative, self-supported, premium 
cannabis industry. 

This is the vision of the Kootenay 
United Cannabis Association – a 
collection of cannabis workers, 
cu l t iva to r s ,  med ica l  use r s , 
processors, retailers and concerned 
citizens who recognize the need 
for our local operators to meet the 
prescribed compliance standards 
in order to transition successfully 
so as to stave off major economic 
disruption and a resulting increase 
in disparity. We also recognize that 
having an industry comprised of all 
elements will create a more robust 
industry that is greater than the sum 
of its parts.

Opportunity is on our doorstep 
for those who have contributed to 
building this industry, who have 
laboured long and hard under the 

veil of secrecy and perpetual risk, 
to be recognized for their hard work 
and passions within the security and 
stability of a legal marketplace. 

Cooperation and participation 
amongst industry members is 
needed now more than ever in order 
to create a thriving, value-added 
micro cannabis industry within the 
Kootenays. 

Lindsay MacPhee, Kootenay 
United Cannabis Association

Slocan

Thank you, 
guardian angels 
from New Denver

After Bible study a few weeks 
ago, I was challenged beyond belief. 
Little did I realize what would 
happen only 10 minutes from where 
I am staying in Winlaw. I hit an 
avalanche area dead on. I know I hit a 
log and a bunch of debris. I drove up 
a slight incline and rounded a corner 
− the sun was in my eyes − I couldn’t 
see. There was a mountain on one 
side and a river on the other. Luckily 
I made it out unscathed. I now know 
I have a guardian angel. Boy! do I 
need one. That day it was two rough 
looking guys. Never judge a book 
by its cover. They gave me a ride 
home. I have to admit I was a little 
frightened when I saw them. (I forgot 
− my son is rough looking too.) I 

was relieved when I saw two nice 
looking ladies in the cab with them. 
They live in the New Denver area. 
We had just discussed in Bible study 
at the Junction Church (crossroads of 
Highway 6 and Highway 3A in South 
Slocan) that your higher power will 
protect you. Thank goodness it did 
that day. I’m a fatalist – if it is your 
time to go, you’ll go. It wasn’t my 
time. The good Lord isn’t ready for 
me yet. I wonder will he/ she ever be?

Luckily the tires were okay. I 
only bent two rims. It was easily 
fixable. It could have been so much 
worse if it wasn’t for my two new 
nice guardian angels.

Botella (Bo) Rudolph
Winlaw

Living with 
climate change 
similar to living 
under hostile 
regime

Few people in Canada have lived 
under a hostile, totalitarian regime. 
I’m one of those. I was a child. I 
was a witness. Oh, don’t give me 
your pity, your “oh, I’m so sorry! 
You must be so traumatized!” No I 
wasn’t. I was a child.

They could (and did) deprive 
you of anything and everything: 
bicycles, horses, cattle; could cut 

off power, water, heating fuel, food 
supply. They kicked people out of 
their home; oh, excuse me: they 
“requisitioned” your house. You had 
24 hours to get out. Or two hours. 
Or fifteen minutes. They raided the 
streets and public transit for men 
guesstimated to be between 16 and 
40 and carted them off to forced 
labour camps. You could be shot on 
sight for being outside after dark or 
after curfew, whichever came first. 
Human rights? There were none. 
Justice? Nope. They controlled the 
courts.

That could never happen in 
Canada, right? Well... maybe not. But 
we know that global warming will 
cause drought, flooding, landslides, 
storms, and massive wildfires. 
Translated: starvation, destruction, 
infrastructure breakdown, disease. 
Bridges out, powerlines down, roads 
closed. Acute shortages of medical 
supplies, of antibiotics, insulin, 
beta-blockers, anaesthetics; hospitals 
literally overflowing with patients; 
cholera, typhoid, Zika, ebola 
outbreaks. And hungry, homeless 
refugees, millions and millions of 
them. Are you ready for this? Wars, 
too. War: the sure-fire cure for a 
crumbling economy.

Oh, you say, but they’re doing 
something about it: we have carbon 
tax, we are getting rid of single-use 
plastics, we are recycling! Window 
dressing. Putting out a forest fire 
with a tea cup. There is no money 
for research into alternative energy 
sources. We have to pay for that 
superannuated pipeline our federal 
government bought, and we will 
have to pay for the SIXTY BILLION 
tax break and subsidy to the LNG 
industry. Unfortunately, you can’t 
eat liquid natural gas, either.

Elsje de Boer
Fauquier
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Inconvenient 
truth

Rory Lindsay must have counted 
my letter ‘Slocan cell tower power 
and range’ in the March 28 issue of 
the Valley Voice as one of those in 
response to his letter of March 14. In 
fact my letter was inspired only by 
Ricole Cabodyna’s ‘Slocan cell signal’ 
in the same issue. 

S c i e n t i f i c  s t u d i e s  s u c h 
a s  h t t p s : / / d o i . o rg 1 0 . 1 0 1 6 / j .
pathophys.2014.10.001 have clearly 
shown a link between mobile and 
cordless phone use and malignant 
brain tumors. The fact that the cancers 
form on the side of the head used 
for the phone is telling. Also, Mr. 
Lindsay’s assumption that brain 
cancer is on the decline is not borne 
out by what I have read. The rate of 
glioblastoma, a deadly form of brain 
cancer, doubled for people in England 
between 1995 and 2015 according 
to a study published June 2018 in 
the Journal of Environmental and 
Public Health. Long latency periods, 
sometimes decades, are possible 
before symptoms emerge.

The numbers of cancer cases are 
very small, but should be regarded as 
the tiny tip of a huge iceberg. People 
affected by electromagnetic radiation 
may complain of many health problems 
other than cancer, including insomnia, 
dizziness, depression, headaches, 
fatigue, difficulty concentrating and 
memory problems. Children using 
mobile phones are especially at risk 
because of their smaller heads, greater 
brain conductivity, and thinner skulls.

As we are still seeing in the case 
of the effect of some human activities 
on catastrophic climate change, the 
denial by vested interests and their 
protagonists never ceases. I am sure 
this will be the case for the effect 
of electromagnetic fields on human 
health for a long time to come.

Keith Newberry
Slocan

Restrictions 
needed to 
achieve stable 
caribou 
populations

After the presentation and 
feedback session regarding southern 
mountain caribou, it was local 
influence, local authority, local 
opinions that clearly wanted to be 
included in the process that has the 
objective to preserve the dwindling 
southern caribou populations.

With such an iconic North 
American animal species, it would 
seem obvious that being a part of 
the stewardship of the land leading 
to these animals continuing to share 
this landscape with humans would 
be the intended goal. An Arrow 
Lakes Caribou Society has been 
formed with piles of signatures 
supporting… caribou, you would 
think! I haven’t read their mission 

statement, but considering the same 
idea to create a similar society in 
Revelstoke and presented by and 
from the same source of interests, I 
would venture to guess the ultimate 
goal is not anything more than 
protecting the human self-interests 
first and caribou’s last.

In the decades since the 1800s 
not one generation of Euros (that’s 
white man) has done anything to 
ultimately alter the steady decline 
and extirpation of the caribou 
starting far south into the US states. 
The thinking has focused around, 
‘What are they good for if you can’t 
hunt them?’ Not so different from 
the way Euros treated the local 
First Nations, most of which were 
hunted, harassed and extirpated until 
being declared extinct. I feel shame 
for my culture and challenge the 
Judeo/Christian hierarchy that puts 
humans ahead of all other creatures 
and therefore we need not seriously 
have respect for their families and 
cultures. Yeah, I am now talking 
about caribou. They have families 
and culture that I dare say in my 
view may have more significance in 
this landscape than any of us. How 
many of us have spent any time in 
their shoes/hooves to even nearly 
understand them?

A representative from Bell 
(CEDAR) Pole mentioned that as 
the climate changes, Ponderosa Pine 
habitat will move north and there 
won’t be habitat for caribou in that 
case. I took this as a “so why bother” 
statement. Am I the only one that 
sees the irony in this statement from 
a Bell Pole representative! Hello, 
Ponderosa Pine is not habitat for Bell 
Pole either! In fact, Bell Pole has a 
much stronger statistical correlation 
to caribou, than caribou to Bell Pole. 
Woodland and mountain caribou 
lived far south outside the Inland 
Temperate Rain Forest ecosystems. 
When and if caribou go, so too will 
Bell Pole.

Let us give our best to be 
stewards that can achieve something 
no others Euros have achieved: 
stable caribou populations. That will 
only come with some self-imposed 
restrictions.

Kip Drobish
Hills

No remorse for 
animal cruelty

If someone abuses their dog, 
or mistreats their horses or other 
animals, they are viewed as 
irresponsible, if not reprehensible, 
by the public and the law, and can 
even be barred from keeping animals 
in the future. If someone violates the 
Wildlife Act, they can lose their 
rights to hunt, or fish, as well as their 
property used in the violation, even 
if it was unintentional.

Why is the unspeakable act of 
animal cruelty known as species 
extinction not treated similarly? 
Mountain caribou are suffering a 
tragic attack from industrial and 

recreational activities which have 
directly destroyed or degraded their 
habitat to the point that they can no 
longer survive in some portions of 
their range.

Any frank and honest look at 
their own actions by these offenders 
– be they logging executives, 
heli-skiing companies, off-road 
recreationists, oil and gas or mining 
companies (and their investors 
and supporters) – would clearly 
reveal their culpability, and send 
an ordinary person slinking away 
in shame.

What is in order here is a 
heartfelt apology to the world by 
those responsible, along with a 
sincere promise to set things right 
for the caribou. Instead, unable to 
comprehend the enormity of their 
crime, and showing no remorse 
whatsoever, the perpetrators 
are lobbying to continue their 
destructive business-as-usual. Being 
highly likely – eager in fact – to re-
offend, these folks should definitely 
not have a voice in any decisions 
regarding caribou recovery.

Why is enforcing the law a 
public consultation issue at all? 
Canada has laws in place which are 
designed to protect an endangered 
species in just such a critical 
situation as the caribou are in at 
this time. In what other arena does 
public opinion sway the carrying 
out of the law? Why should those 
who want to continue the crime of 
driving a species to extinction have 
any say in the matter at all? In what 
other instance does the accused get 
to interfere in the well-being of the 
victim?

There are higher laws to answer 
to as well. Causing the eternal loss 
of any species is more than wrong, 
and it is far more heinous than 
any typical animal cruelty, it is a 
psychosis that simply cannot be 
tolerated by anyone claiming to live 
in a just and moral society.

Sometimes the government 
needs to act out of a greater 
wisdom for the greater good, and 
to resist simply doing the bidding 
of those that elect them, or those 
that selfishly squeak the loudest. 
Protection and recovery of the 
caribou is clearly one instance where 
the right thing needs to be done 
by those in positions of authority, 
regardless of the desires of special 
interest groups, career criminals, or 
the public at large.

The caribou, if they have any 
chance of recovery at all, are going 
to need all the suitable lands within 
their historic range to be protected 
and preserved in perpetuity, since 
no one knows how long recovery 
might take. This is undeniably the 
ethically correct action to take. It 
is the right and selfless thing to do, 
and those who have profited from 
the caribou’s demise should be the 
ones to foot the bill.

Bob Yetter
Johnsons Landing

BC Forestry 
then and now

In the late ’60s and early ’70s, 
W.A.C. Bennett took BC through 
a boom of economic development 
never witnessed before or since, 
using forest dollars. Dams and 
highways were built all over the 
province.

As a young person growing up 
in a sawmill community, [I saw] 
no end of opportunity. The sawmill 
in Slocan provided employment 
at a time when sawmills were 
run by efficiency experts. High 
school students were trained and 
replaced key production operators 
on holidays. In Slocan, the demand 
for students was so great they 
stopped going home after school 
because there would be a message 
to report for work. Hence the 
sawmill went to the high school 
for recruits before they left school. 
Once, after a number of accidents 
injuring workers, students worked 
full-time afternoon and graveyard 
into October to keep the mill 
operating.

This mill put me through two 
years at Selkirk College and three 
years of Ryerson in Toronto, debt 
free. When travelling to/from 
Ryerson a well-dressed business 
man told me the fate of the BC 
forest industry (mid 1970s). This 
is what he told me almost verbatim. 

“The BC forest base was an 
economic base that could make 
BC a powerful province. People 
that controlled wealth and money 
wanted to keep power in eastern 
Canada. So they set out to destroy 
the BC forest base thus destroying 
the threat of wealth and economic 
greatness.”

Since then lots of letters have 
been written in many newspapers 
exp re s s ing  conce rns  ove r 
questionable logging practices 
in BC. If you regard what has 
gone on from the point of view 
of deliberately destroying the BC 
forest base, it makes sense.

A few years ago in the 
Duncan watershed thousands, 
if not millions, of cubic metres 
of hemlock  timber were felled, 
smashed and burned. The ministry 
was questioned, why not haul it 
out and do something with it? The 
response was they could not afford 
to haul it out. Then why not leave it 
standing until you can? Something 
to think about, one hemlock spindle 
for your stairs is valued at $7. How 
many spindles can be cut out of a 
single cubic metre of hemlock?

And while you could not afford 
to haul wood out of the Duncan, 
wood was hauled from Williams 
Lake to Bella Coola, put in the 
water to Vancouver, [taken] out of 
the water and hauled to Castlegar. 
This only makes sense from the 
point of view of destroying the 
industry by making it unprofitable 
(burning diesel fuel).

Consider the sheer stupidity of 
exporting good logs and attempting 
to survive cutting basically garbage 
logs. For any given sawmill enough 
lumber has to be produced to pay 
the bills. Cutting only garbage 
wood means that maybe three or 
four or five times more trees had to 
be cut down in an attempt to keep 
mills operating (destroy forest base) 
whereas cutting the good with the 
bad a fraction of the number of trees 
need be cut. 

To this end BC forests have 
been greatly overcut to provide 
people outside of BC the pleasure of 
milling our best wood and enjoying 
the great profits that should belong 
to BC. This practice has forced the 
closure of over 100 sawmills in BC. 
The only people making forestry 
dollars are people cutting down 
and hauling past closed sawmills 
(burning diesel – global warming). 
With over 100 sawmills closed how 
many young people are denied a 
debt-free education? How many 
homeless people line the streets?

Recently there has been tens of 
millions of dollars spent to destroy 
access to the back country. The 
ministry was asked why not give 
salvage permits in exchange for 
maintaining these roads? Ministry 
responded the timber belongs to 
the private sector so it could not 
be done. When did we ever elect 
a government with the mandate to 
give away our wildlands and timber 
to the private sector for nothing in 
return? As for salvage, one tree 
salvaged means one less tree cut 
down. Roads open for salvage are 
open for firefighting and natural 
disasters. Considering the last 
two years of firefighting there are 
billions of reasons why this access 
should be maintained forever. 
There never should have been any 
money spent ever to destroy roads. 
As people familiar with hunting 
regulations know all that had to 
happen was to post such areas as a 
‘No Go’ area and no money need be 
spent. This could have been backed 
up with video cameras via satellite 
link for policing. This would not 
have cost millions of dollars in a 
province that relies on lotteries and 
fundraiser to provide medical care 
for the people of BC.

In the interest of BC jobs and 
lowering pollution it should be 
legislated that any tree cut in BC 
must be taken to the nearest wood 
production facility and no uncut 
logs or timber cants leave the 
province.

At one time BC thrived on 
forest dollars and now can the 
ministry even put enough money 
in general revenue to cover its own 
budget?

Ed Varney
Vallican
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EARLY NESTERS
Osprey are now returning from Central America & 
northern S. America to reclaim previous nest sites. 
Watch for their courting sky-dance. Yellow-rumped 
Warblers, Red-naped Sapsuckers, various 
species of swallows and sparrows arrive in April. 
In order to attract a mate, male Ruffed Grouse 
create a rapid drumming sound by beating their 
wings. Ravens, eagles and geese are already 
on their nests.

slocanlakess.com

SLOCAN VALLEY

115 Slocan Avenue · P.O. Box 40, New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
(250) 358-2316 · office@newdenver.ca · www.newdenver.ca

NIKKEI CENTRE GARDEN 
CLEAN-UP

Community members are invited to join us from 10 am – 2 pm 
on Sunday, April 28 as we get the Nikkei Internment Memorial 
Centre gardens and grounds ready for the 2019 season.  Bring 
your work gloves, pails and weeding tools – refreshments will 
be provided.  

OUTDOOR BURNING REMINDER
Residents of New Denver are reminded that outdoor burning 
is regulated within the Village of New Denver.  Permits are 
required for all outdoor fires except cooking fires contained 
within a barbecue pit or fire pit having a surface area not greater 
than four (4) square feet; or within a manufactured gas, coal 
or electric barbecue.  

Burning permits are available from April 1 to May 15 and from 
September 30 to November 15 – for more information please 
contact the Village Office, weekdays between 9:00 am and 4:00 
pm. Council thanks all residents for their cooperation.

CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS
The Village of New Denver has recently established a Sus-
tainability Advisory Committee to make recommendations to 
Council regarding the development and implementation of 
climate action initiatives, greenhouse gas reduction initiatives 
and the transition to 100% renewable energy sources.  Local 
residents interested in serving on the Sustainability Advisory 
Committee should contact the Village Office for more informa-
tion.  The deadline for expressions of interest is 4:00 pm on 
Thursday, May 23, 2019.  

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
The Village of New Denver is now accepting applications for a 
Casual/On-Call Office Assistant. Additional information about 
this position is available from the Village Office.

Please submit a resume and cover letter to:
Village of New Denver
Mail: P.O. Box 40, New Denver, B.C., V0G 1S0
Email: office@newdenver.ca
In person:  115 Slocan Avenue, New Denver

Position will remain posted until filled.  All applicants are thanked 
for their interest – only those selected for an interview will be 
contacted. 

VILLAGE OF 
NEW DENVER
PUBLIC NOTICES

by Katrine Campbell
• A Committee of the Whole 

meeting was held at 6:30 so BC Hydro’s 
Craig Leggett and Mary Ann Coules 
could give an update on the third year 
of the Monashee transmission line 
refurbishing. The project’s aim is to 
complete restoration and repair work 
on the 100 km long transmission line 
that serves more than 3,000 customers 
between Fauquier and Silverton. Crews 
have now completed most of the required 

New Denver council, April 9: New Denver to establish sustainability committee for climate action plans
work; 325 of 346 structures have been 
upgraded in the $11 million project. The 
final planned outage will take place on 
Sunday, May 5 from 7 am to 7 pm and 
all residents/businesses will be notified. 
Crews plan to complete all pre-work 
the week prior to the outage and will 
complete all structure replacement work 
by Friday, May 10.

Councillor Colin Moss asked about 
conversion of streetlights to LED; Coules 
said there will be a rollout across the 
province in 2020, with an option to dim 
the lights if needed. She said she hopes to 
learn more about the installation schedule 
this fall.

•  Council  wil l  establish a 
Sustainability Advisory Committee. 
Staff recommended it be established 
as a Select Committee which permits a 
broader membership, allowing a majority 
of members from the community and 
not from council. The committee’s 
purpose is to make recommendations 
to council regarding the development 

and implementation of climate action 
initiatives, greenhouse gas reduction 
initiatives, and the Village’s transition 
to 100% renewable energy sources 
by 2050. A call for members will be 
advertised in the Valley Voice.

• Four residents of Third Avenue at 
Kildare Street attended to hear council’s 
decision on their request for removal 
of a streetlight at the south end of the 
alley, which shines into their bedrooms. 
Gary Parkstrom noted they couldn’t sit 
outside and enjoy their yard because of 
the intrusive bright light, and couldn’t 
leave the bedroom window open for 
air in the summer. The Village had said 
the light was there for the safety of foot 
traffic taking the alley to walk into town, 
but Adam Marvy pointed out the alley 
was rarely used, with most people going 
up Kildare. 

Council voted to remove the light “as 
it results in overlighting for the adjacent 
residential area.” Mayor Leonard Casley 
reminded the delegation that the removal 
was “on BC Hydro time so I wouldn’t 
hold my breath.”

• Councillor Vern Gustafson reported 
he and councillor John Fyke attended 
the BC Transit consultation with local 
governments and others. It wants input 
on revamping the regional transit system 
and will return in May or June to hold 
public consultations. One suggestion 
raised at the meeting was to increase trips 
on the Nakusp to Slocan route from three 
times a week to three times a day; Slocan 
is the hub and 10 buses a day leave from 

there to points south.
• The New Denver Municipal 

Campground Policy was adopted as 
amended. The current policy, adopted in 
March, contained an error regarding site 
classifications and the error has now been 
corrected. A copy of the policy is posted 
on the Village website, newdenver.ca.

• The mayor, Gustafson and acting 
CAO Catherine Allaway were appointed 
to a select committee to evaluate 
responses to the Request for Proposals 
for consulting engineering services. The 
committee will report back to council 
at the April 23 meeting. Seven firms 
responded to the RFP. The Village wants 
to enter into a three-year ‘standing offer’ 
agreement so it can move forward on 
large projects such as the Denver Siding 
boundary expansion and water upgrade.

• Council directed staff to prepare a 
report regarding a request from Barbara 
and Peter Jungmann to buy the unused 
30’ x 50’ lane allowance behind their 
property at 912 Kildare. They want to 
build a garage with a small suite on 
top, either for rental or for personal 
use. Casley noted such projects have a 
potential to affect density, while Moss 
suggested the Official Community Plan 
should deal with this. Allaway said 
there was nothing in either the zoning 
bylaw or the OCP to prohibit it, and that 
it is “desirable to have a policy around 
disposing of municipal land, but it would 
be more efficient to address requests on 
a case-by-case-basis.” Moss said the 
owners of property on the other side of 

the allowance should be given a chance 
to buy it.

Allaway cautioned council against 
making any decisions to dispose of the 
land and said she would ask both Public 
Works and the Fire Department for their 
perspectives, and get a legal opinion 
on offering it to adjacent landowners. 
Because of the complexity of the issue, 
council decided to ask for a staff report 
“in 2019.”

• The bocce court at Centennial 
Park will be repaired, council decided. 
The request came from the May Days 
Committee, which pointed out the courts 
are used not only for May Days but 
by campers and local families at other 
times. Some of the decaying perimeter 
timbers and the old surface material will 
be replaced. Allaway said the Village 
was getting “a screaming deal” on the 
machine and operator. Total estimated 
cost is less than $1,500, which will be 
offset by campground revenue. 

• Council approved a grant-in-aid 
request from LACE to cover the cost 
($75) of renting Knox Hall April 13 to 
distribute Easter food hampers. Normally 
LACE allows free use of the Bosun Hall 
– which it manages – for the free public 
subsidy food program, but the Bosun was 
double-booked. The hamper program is 
run by the Slocan Lake Arena Society. 

Casley said there was a need for a 
way for staff to handle such requests 
but Allaway said it could put staff in a 
tricky situation and “we’d much rather 
you do it.”

by Moe Lyons
• BC Hydro representatives were on 

hand with an update for the transmission 
line project from Fauquier to New 
Denver. Although the upgrade stops at 
New Denver, it will significantly benefit 
Silverton. There will be a power outage 
from 7 am to 7 pm in Silverton (and the 
whole area) on May 5 due to work on 
the line.

• Council came up with four talking 
points to discuss with MLA Katrine 
Conroy at an upcoming consultation. 
These are: the health centre and doctor 
situation, difficulties encountered by 
mining companies, road maintenance 
and paving aggregate inspection, 
wildfire management. 

• Public Works has completed 
a cleanup in the museum area in the 
Silverton Gallery building. This has 
resulted in the creation of a small, 
wheelchair-accessible meeting room 
that will accommodate up to 11 people 
comfortably, with kitchenette facilities. 
The seniors’ drop-in will be moved to 
this space. Village workers are beginning 
the installation of the outdoor exercise 
equipment and expect to have it installed 
by the end of May. They are also doing 
a danger tree assessment and cleaning 
the playground surface. Councillor K. 
Gordon requested a more detailed public 
works report, particularly in relation to 
things like sand and dust removal and 
sidewalk maintenance, as residents 
ask the councillors for this type of 
information.

• Chief Administrative Officer 
Hillary Elliott reported that the recycling 
service is transitioning to the new 
Recycle BC regime soon, and Silverton 
may be without a depot for a short time 

Silverton council, April 9: BC Hydro transmission line project update
during the transition period. The main 
depot will be installed in New Denver, 
possibly as soon as June, with a satellite 
in Silverton. There is a possibility of 
Silverton hosting electronics recycling 
with the Electronic Products Recycling 
Association. Elliott has been working 
with the Chief Financial Officer to assess 
the village’s sidewalks. She informed 
council that the SIFCo fire management 
team started work again just south 
of Silverton, close to the highway, 
on March 26, and the work will take 
about a month. She announced there 
would be a community engagement 
meeting some evening in June and a 
survey in October. She told council 
the campground attendant application 
deadline has been extended until April 
24. Arbour Day has been cancelled, but 
Village crews will pick up people’s yard 
waste from the boulevards periodically 
when it is convenient for them to do 
so. Council recognizes the need for 
collecting household appliances in 
spring and fall.

• Council received a news 
release from the Ministry of Citizens’ 
Services announcing improved high-
speed internet for 26 communities in 
the Kootenays, including Silverton. 
Councillor Main clarified that this 
project will see the installation of the 
‘backbone’ but will not see connections 
to people’s homes and businesses. These 
‘last mile’ connections must be achieved 
at the local level. There are a number of 
possibilities for doing this, including 
grants to have local control, or getting 
an internet service provider to take on 
the task.

• Council received the Slocan River 
Bull Trout Spawning Assessment, an 

extensive report which summarizes the 
results of a pilot project to assess and 
identify key bull trout spawning sites in 
the Slocan River tributaries, including 
Silverton Creek, which have not been 
surveyed historically.

• Silverton will be planting a 
Japanese maple tree in April or May 
as part of the Local Government 
Management Association’s (LGMA) 
Centennial Tree Planting Campaign. 
This initiative, co-sponsored by BC 
Hydro, invites local governments to plant 
a tree in celebration of the work of local 
government professionals. Silverton will 
match LGMA’s contribution of $50 for 
a total of $100 and will look for the best 
location in the Day Park in consultation 
with staff. LGMA will also provide a 
plaque.

• Councillor Leah Main was 
endorsed by council to stand for election 
to the board of directors of the Federation 
of Canadian Municipalities (FCM). She 
is officially sponsored by the RDCK, 
which covers her expenses. FCM is 
Canada’s major advocate and lobbying 
voice for local governments at the federal 
level, and has over 2,000 members.

• Councillor K. Gordon met with the 
Provincial Emergency Preparation group 
and continues to work to understand the 
municipal emergency strategy. She will 
be meeting with the staff of the RDCK. 
She will also be making a request for 
funding, and says that fire training is 
available for those interested.

• Council agreed to write a letter 
of support for Recreation Commission 
funding for the Dark Water Dragons. 

• Selkirk Paving invited council to 
attend their open house on June 12. K. 
Gordon will attend if possible.
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• Fresh Meat Cut Daily
• Fresh & Frozen Seafood
• Freezer Packs
• Deli Sandwiches to go
• Awesome Cheese Selection
• Fresh & Smoked Sausage
• Smoked Salmon
• Awesome Beef Jerky
• Custom Cutting
• Weekly Instore Specials

KASLO & DISTRICT

250.353.2566
408 Front Street, Kaslo, BC  
www.figmentscanada.com

Our beautiful new Spring 
clothing and hats have arrived! 

Stop by Monday through 
Saturday for a look.

Since 1986

250.353.2566
408 Front Street, Kaslo, BC  
www.figmentscanada.com

Since 1986

by Jan McMurray
• Council received a document 

from the Kootenay Lake Chamber of 
Commerce outlining the benefits of 
moving the Balfour ferry terminal to 
Queens Bay. The Chamber recommends 
that provincial government halt the 
improvement work at Balfour and 
do some due diligence, including a 
socioeconomic study of the impacts of 
moving the ferry terminal; an assessment 
of all capital and operating costs of the 
two options; archaeological studies at 
Balfour, Queens Bay and Kootenay Bay; 
and an analysis of the environmental 
impacts and mitigation. Once this 
information has been gathered, the 
Chamber wants to see “balanced public 
consultation meetings on the East and 

Kaslo council, April 9: Council supports reconsideration of moving the ferry to Queens Bay
West shore communities and regional 
discussions in the West, Central, and 
East Kootenays based on facts.” Council 
agreed to send a letter to the Chamber 
in support of its recommendations to the 
BC government.

• Council passed a motion to 
accommodate most of the requests of 
the May Days Committee. The Interim 
CAO, in a report to council, notes that 
the committee’s annual routine requests 
take a significant amount of staff time 
and other Village resources. She also 
notes that council is not able to exempt 
the dumping fees for the portapotties, 
as the fee is included in the Fees and 
Charges bylaw. Because the sewer 
project will be happening during the 
event, Village staff, the contractor and 

the May Days committee will have to 
work together to ensure that things go as 
smoothly as possible for both the event 
and the construction project.

• A letter from Tim Ryan of Kaslo 
infoNet Society (KiN) asks the Village 
to contribute funds to the operation of 
the data centre in the Kemball building. 
The data centre is the home of vital 
internet infrastructure for the Village 
and the Columbia Basin Broadband 
Corporation (CBBC). Ryan suggests 
that monthly rent payments from KiN 
and CBBC plus a similar amount from 
the Village be set aside in a data centre 
development fund to cover the costs of 
operating the centre. Council will invite 
KiN to attend an upcoming Committee 
of the Whole meeting as a delegation 

to discuss this.
• Council received a letter from 

Andy Shadrack on behalf of the Kaslo 
Senior Citizens Association regarding 
the transit bus. Shadrack asks council 
to consider designating the area in front 
of the Seniors Hall as a loading and bus 
zone, rather than a handicap parking 
zone, to accommodate the bus. He also 
advocates for the hall to remain as a 
pickup point for the bus. Council will 
invite Seniors Hall representatives to 
an upcoming Committee of the Whole 
meeting to discuss parking designations 
in front of the Seniors Hall.

• The Kaslo Senior Citizens’ 
Association is asking the BC Utilities 
Commission to reconsider the increase 
to FortisBC’s Basic Customer Charge. 

This increase was part of the BCUC 
decision to allow FortisBC to return to a 
single, flat rate for residential customers 
by 2023. Council will provide a letter 
in support of the Seniors’ Association’s 
request.

• John Addison, administrative 
manager for the Kootenay Lake 
Historical Society, wrote to council 
to ask about removing some trees 
on the property. Council asked staff 
to determine if tree removal is the 
appropriate course of action.

• Council received information 
about the Columbia Basin Trust’s new 
Community Wildfire Education Grants. 
Staff was asked to work with the fire 
chief to identify any potential wildfire 
threats on vacant lots in the Village.

by Jan McMurray
The Kaslo and District Community 

Forest Society AGM took place April 10.
2018 was a very good year 

financially for KDCFS, with a $649,747 
surplus. An operating reserve has been 
set up, and treasurer Tara Clapp said that 
when there is $1 million in the reserve, 
the community forest will be financially 
sustainable. “If we had another year like 
last year, we would have the reserve fully 
funded, but we don’t expect as good a 
year this year,” she said.

The board decided to raise its accrual 
rate for silviculture from $7 per cubic 
metre to $8 per cubic metre. There is 
$124,000 in the silviculture reserve, and 
$576,437 in silviculture liability. Clapp 
said the board wants to look at how 

Kaslo & District Community Forest Society AGM report
to address the liability because some 
of the silviculture work doesn’t have 
to be done for 20 years. When Susan 
Mulkey asked if $8 per cubic metre was 
enough, manager Sabrina Mutterer said 
it was “tight” but that there’s not “a lot 
of leeway” in the budget. “We’re trying 
to make up for it by running a tighter 
operation.”

The Legacy Fund has a balance 
of $78,675 and is in a mutual fund 
type of investment. Steve Anderson, 
2018 KDCFS chair, said the idea was 
to operate the fund as an endowment 
fund, with the interest made available 
to the community. The board is writing 
a business plan with the assistance of 
the CBT Non Profit Advisors Program, 
and Clapp said the Legacy Fund will be 

discussed during the business planning 
process.

There is $85,488 in the contingency 
fund, which the managers can use, 
without board approval, to address 
difficult situations.

Chris Webster asked the managers 
how the community forest was looking, 
in general. Jeff Reyden replied by saying 
there is a lot of hemlock , which makes 
it “impossible to log without other 
species.” He said the community forest 
is not economically sustainable unless 
prices rise again to last year’s levels. This 
will be looked at during the sustainability 
review, he said, where they are planning 
out the next 10 years. Reyden also said 
there are no major forest health issues, 
but noted some root rot in the Branch 

7 area.
Anderson gave the directors’ report. 

He thanked the board, including Ross 
Lake, who resigned in the summer 
and Chris Webster, who resigned in 
December. He praised the management 
team – Jeff Reyden and Sabrina Mutterer 
– for putting their hearts into the job, and 
noted that Heather Hamilton has been 
doing the bookkeeping as of January.

The election resulted in just one 
new board member this year – Graham 
McKellar – who joins Anderson, Steve 
Neville, Steve Fawcett, Tara Clapp, 
Marie-Ange Fournier-Beck, and Neil 
Johnson. The two empty seats on the 
nine-seat board can be filled by board 
appointment.

Anderson said the society’s new way 
of doing business has been a positive 
change. Where the board was very 
involved in operations in the past, the 
board now hires the managers to take 
care of the operations. The board sets 
direction and oversees the managers’ 
work.

Some community activities in 2018 
included cleaning up garbage dumped 
at some of the community forest’s 
areas, working with Mirror Lake water 
users when the creek jumped its banks 
and was running down a community 
forest logging road, and donating three 
truckloads of logs to various charities.

Sabrina Mutterer gave an overview 
of 2018 operations. Harvesting occurred 
in 51.3 hectares in the Buchanan and 
Wagon Road areas, yielding 22,600 
cubic metres of wood, which was 
sold to Kalesnikoff, Stella Jones, Box 
Lake Lumber, Porcupine, Celgar and 
Waneco sawmills. Local contractors 
and suppliers were paid a total of $1.75 
million by KDCFS. Three kilometres of 
road was built and 15 km of road was 
upgraded, including six kilometres of 
Keen mainline access.

Silviculture activities included 

planting 157,636 seedlings, brushing 
96 hectares, and preparing 14 hectares. 
Fifty hectares was declared free to 
grow. Mutterer said they took climate 
change projections into account with 
their silviculture this year – they planted 
cedar at Keen Creek, where it is moist, 
and quite a bit of white pine (rust resistant 
variety), which is a keystone species for 
the future because it is tolerant to climate 
change.

Jeff Reyden outlined operations 
planned for 2019. Sunshine Logging 
will harvest five small blocks up Cooper 
Face, where there is some spruce. 
Although trucking costs make this area 
“tough to log,” the spruce market is 
good right now. Reyden said they’d be 
selling some spruce tonewood to local 
guitar makers.

Approximately two kilometres of 
road will be built on the Nashton Face. 
Timber development will focus on the 
Nashton area, and fuel treatment layout 
will take place in the souther end of 
Shutty Bench and Branch 7 above Kaslo.

The Forest Stewardship Plan will 
be completed this spring, with an open 
house planned for June or July.

submitted
Paddy Flanagan of Kaslo was one 

of six Public Safety Lifeline volunteers 
recognized for their exceptional 
contributions to emergency and disaster 
response throughout the province as 
part of National Volunteer Week, April 
7-13, 2019.

Flanagan won the Lifetime 
Achievement Award (Search and 
Rescue, Road Rescue). 

Mike Farnworth, Minister of 
Public Safety and Solicitor General, 
presented the awards to the winners at the 
annual Public Safety Lifeline volunteer 
ceremony at the Parliament Buildings. 
Emergency Management BC staff joined 
Farnworth to celebrate the achievements 
of each volunteer and their contribution 
to their communities.

“The dedication and sacrifice 
displayed by these Public Safety Lifeline 
volunteers reflects the selflessness 
and generosity of spirit that forms the 
core of emergency response in British 
Columbia,” said Farnworth.

Paddy was born and raised 
in Rossland, where he developed a 
keen interest in the outdoors. After he 
graduated high school, he attended the 
Open Pit Mining School in Rossland, 
and in 1974 he started to work for Kaiser 
Coal in Sparwood.

Paddy was quite involved with Mine 
Rescue, first aid, the fire department, 
ambulance services, and the use of 
extrication tools. In the late ’70s Paddy 
took a basic search and rescue (SAR) 
course and was involved in some 
searches, such as avalanche searches in Paddy Flanagan receives his Lifetime Achievement Award from Mike Farnworth, Minister of Public Safety and 

Solicitor General and Jennifer Rice, MLA for North Coast and Parliamentary Secretary for Emergency Preparedness.

Paddy Flanagan wins Lifetime Achievement Award for public safety volunteer work
the Elk Valley. In the early ’80s Paddy 
took his search managers course, cliff 
rescue course, and also apprenticed 
and received his journeyman lineman 
papers. His passions for mine rescue 
and the great outdoors were a perfect 
combination for him.

Paddy moved to Kaslo in 1989 and 
began working for West Kootenay Power 
as a journeyman lineman and joined 
the local SAR group. After helping out 
with some vehicle accidents using chain 
hoists, hacksaws and chisels, the Kaslo 
SAR group realized there was a need for 
auto extrication tools. In order to raise 
enough money to buy their first jaws 
of life, the team cut logging truck loads 
of firewood and have been upgrading 
and improving ever since. Paddy’s rope 
rescue skills from his experience at the 
mine came in handy and due to the steep 
landscape of their area, he was able 
to support the SAR team in becoming 
certified in rope rescue. He taught not 

only his own team, but also local groups 
basic search and rescue skills and was 
involved with Kootenay Heli Rescue. He 
was also trained as an Avalanche Tech 1 
and is Mountain Rescue 2 certified.

Paddy feels extremely lucky to have 
had the opportunity to take advantage of 
such great training that has been provided 
over the years by his employers, SAR 
teams and the Province of British 
Columbia, as this training and these 
experiences have helped him in all 
aspects of his life.

Paddy is also very thankful to his 
wife Claudette for supporting him 
through it all.

Other winners included Deb Chmara 
of Castlegar (Emergency Support 
Services), Dale Hark of Cranbook 
(Road Rescue), Les Sakals of Clearwater 
(Search and Rescue), John Lamb 
of Ladysmith (PEP Air) and Doug 
Barry (posthumous) of Delta (Radio 
Communications).
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WEEKLY SPONSOR:

Nakusp
(250) 265-3635  www.selkirkrealty.com

LOOKING FOR FOREVER HOME
Barron is a very sweet, very friendly 
11-year-old male cat. He is a long-
haired, black and brown tabby. He 
loves people and is used to other 
pets. Call PALS today at 250-265-
3792  if you have a place in your 
heart and home for a very special 
cat!

Root & Branch Harvest is hiring a: 
PROGRAM COORDINATOR

~Connect growers who have surplus food with volunteer harvesters 
and share among growers, volunteers and community groups~

Location: Nakusp & area
Hours: Seasonal, part time
Duration: June 1, 2019 to May 31, 2020 

Coordinator will:
·	 Be able to work flexible hours

·	 Possess excellent organizational and computer skills

·	 Demonstrate well developed communication skills; 
orally and in writing

·	 Have access to a  reliable vehicle at all times

·	 Use own computer and cell phone

·	 Be able to work productively in an unstructured envi-
ronment

·	 Strong interpersonal skills; ability to develop and 
maintain relationship with growers, volunteers and 
community members.

Financial compensation to be negotiated.
To request a detailed job description, please email: bc_bracken@
yahoo.ca

Submit resume and cover letter to:
L.  Kendall   Box 225, Nakusp BC V0G 1R0

Or,
bc_bracken@yahoo.ca

Closing date for applications is May 9, 2019

Root & Branch Harvest thanks all who apply, however only those 
chosen for interviews will be contacted.

by Katrine Campbell
• Cheryl Martens was appointed as 

CAO, Corporate Officer, Financial Officer 
and Approving Officer, all effective 
April 29, 2019. Treasurer/Deputy Clerk 
Mark Tennant was appointed as Deputy 
Chief Administrative Officer effective 
immediately. 

The mayor presented gifts to retiring 
CAO Laurie Taylor and thanked her for 
her service. DeSandoli thanked her for 
helping new councillors adjust to their 
roles, saying “we may not be up to speed 
[yet] but… maybe jogging?”

Fire Chief Terry Warren said, “She’s 
been great — it was a pleasure working 
with you.”

“It’s been more than 1,300 meetings 
and 43 years,” replied Taylor. “My dog 
will be very happy.” She added, “It’s 
been a privilege and a pleasure working 
with you.”

• Former mayor Karen Hamling, 
along with Barb Towle and students 

Nakusp council, April 8: New CAO appointed effective April 29
Maija Larder and Kiley Waterfield, 
appeared to talk about the Village’s Fair 
Trade designation. Hamling explained 
NSS students started the movement to 
get the designation in 2009 and they and 
their supporters must promote it to keep 
it. Although Nakusp needed only one 
coffee shop to sign on to use FT coffee, 
most of them serve it now. Council uses 
only FT coffee and sugar at public events. 
The group urged people to look for the 
Fair Trade symbol which is on many 
products besides coffee and sugar. “Go 
on the website – you’ll be amazed at what 
there is,” Towle said.

• The second delegation, Craig 
Leggett and Mary Ann Coules from BC 
Hydro, gave council an update on the 
third year of the Monashee transmission 
line refurbishing. The project’s aim is to 
complete restoration and repair work 
on the 100-km-long transmission line 
that serves more than 3,000 customers 
between Fauquier and Silverton. Crews 

have now completed most of the required 
work; 325 of 346 structures have been 
upgraded in the $11 million project. The 
final planned outage will take place on 
Sunday, May 5 from 7 am to 7 pm and 
all residents/businesses will be notified. 
Crews plan to complete all pre-work 
the week prior to the outage and will 
complete all structure replacement work 
by Friday, May 10.

• Mayor Tom Zeleznik reported on 
his recent activities. On March 12 he 
attended the open house at Arrow and 
Slocan Lakes Community Services re: 
a proposed 10-unit affordable rental 
housing project to be located at 101-
107 1st Avenue in Nakusp. ASLCS 
are developing the project and have 
received funding from BC Housing and 
the Columbia Basin Trust.

- He attended the announcement 
of the Province launching a multi-
million dollar high speed internet 
project up the Slocan Valley to Nakusp, 
which will benefit 26 communities. 
On March 28, he and CAO Laurie 
Taylor met with Dave Lampron, Chief 
Operating Officer of the Columbia Basin 
Broadband Corporation (a subsidiary of 
the Columbia Basin Trust) to discuss 
next steps of the last mile connection and 
where the infrastructure will be set up. 
They discussed the possibility of using 
the Emergency Services building. 

- On March 23, the mayor attended 
the Rotary Citizen of the Year awards, 
where Barb Abbey received the Lifetime 
Achievement award in recognition of her 
many years of dedication to the Arrow 
Lakes Health Care Auxiliary; Karen 
Hamling received the Citizen of the 
Year Award for the many community-
minded projects she has committed 
herself to over the years; and Mikala 
Lewis-Morrisson received the Youth 
Award for her volunteer contributions 
and community involvement.

- He attended the Nakusp and Area 
Chamber of Commerce Business Walk 
March 25 with chamber members, and 
councillors Joseph Hughes and Susan 
DeSandoli, listening to comments, 
feedback, concerns and ideas. 

- Finally, he attended the April 4 
meeting to discuss July 1st celebrations 

at the EMS building, noting they are 
all volunteers and cannot succeed 
without help. This is an annual event 
that promotes the community and 
businesses, he said, and new volunteers 
can contact him or the Society for 
Nakusp Community Events.

• Councillor Aidan McLaren-
Caux reported that the Nakusp & Area 
Development Board is focusing on 
supporting broadband and housing 
initiatives.

• Council gave three readings to 
the budget and tax rate bylaws. For 
homeowners, the municipal tax rate 
will be $3.96/$1,000; hospital tax is 
.26/$1,000; and the regional district will 
get $2.03/$1,000. 

Council gave final adoption to three 
bylaws that will regulate the operation 
of off-road vehicles within the village. 

submitted
Another wonderful adventure 

begins on May 17 at Studio 
Connexion Art Gallery in Nakusp. 
Curator Anne Béliveau says 
‘adventure’ since there are new 
projects and also new artists.

Renowned Québec artist Marc 
Grandbois will teach his expressionist 
technique at the gallery. People are 
coming from Calgary, Vancouver 
Island, the Arrow & Slocan Lakes 
region and only one spot is left for 
a person wanting to experience this 
amazing opportunity to learn from an 
award-winning plein air artist.

The first exhibition this season 
features the return of local artists 
Christine Big Canoe and Ed Kemp. 
Both have been inspired by travels, 
nature and wildlife, with Scotland 
and Maui the main inspiration for the 
richness in landscapes and sea life. 

The very busy Natasha Smith 
from Krestova will show her new 
abstract paintings, invited after 
Béliveau saw her work at a Hidden 
Garden Gallery group show. More 
abstract landscapes by Maureen 
Maryka from Quadra Island will be 
featured in July. Her colourful and 
textural paintings are very vibrant.

Experimental photographer 
Ursula Abresch of New Denver was 
Béliveau’s choice for this year’s 
photography show. Her unique 

Exhibition season #11 at 
Studio Connexion art gallery

approach makes her photographs very 
special, and they will be showcased 
during the Columbia Basin Culture 
Tour. Following is self-taught artist 
Alain Ayoub from the Montreal area. 
He creates his artworks with different 
acrylic products both on canvas and 
glass; some of his abstract paintings 
are already available at the gallery. 

The popular Tatjana Mirkov-
Popovicki returns for a third show 
with her amazingly colourful 
landscapes depicting Western 
Canada. The gallery presents a second 
‘Painting with Acrylic’ workshop 
with her, open to everyone with some 
experience with the medium; only 14 
spots are left to learn from another 
professional artist.

The seventh and last show of the 
season is with Charleen Duncan who 
has been surrounded by art all her life, 
growing up with an artist father and 
owning a framing shop in Langley. 
Aside from painting, she is also a 
chocolatière. It will be the artist’s 
first solo-show.

The gallery also represents 
new artists: Grace Croughan from 
Ontario, Marc Grandbois, Derrick 
Higgins of Vancouver originally from 
New Brunswick, and Monika Wright 
from Nova Scotia.

Studio Connexion Art Gallery 
will be again an official venue for the 
ALFA Art Walk and Columbia Basin 
Culture Tour. Béliveau says she is 
looking forward to the new season 
and having visitors to the quaint 
space at 203 Fifth Ave. NW. Gallery 
hours are 11 am to 4 pm, Tuesday to 
Saturday. Other times can be arranged 
by contacting the gallerist at 250-265-
3586 or 8888. Follow daily posts at 
facebook.com/studioconnexion. 

Advertise in the 
Valley Voice.  

It pays!!!
Call 358-7218 for details  

 valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca
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Andrew Popoff 
1933-2019

Andrew Popoff passed away 
April  3,  2019 at the Slocan 
Community Health Centre in 
New Denver, BC. Our father and 
grandfather was born July 15, 1933 
and raised in the Perry Siding Village 
in the Slocan Valley. 

Andrew is survived by his three 
children Andy (Elaine) Popoff, 
Sid (Jamie) Popoff, and Florette 
(Dennis) Berry; eight grandchildren 
Charlotte Lus, Daryl Popoff, Laurena 

Wedenig, James Katasonoff, Blayre Popoff, Reid Popoff, Tyson and Forest 
Popoff and six great grandchildren.

Andrew was predeceased by his wife Florence and brothers and sisters.
His request was no funeral service and cremation to follow. We would 

like to extend our gratitude to all the staff of the Slocan Community Health 
Centre for the great care they gave our father, also to the Castlegar Funeral 
Chapel for their care and service.

Graham, Stanley Leslie
May 9, 1927 – April 3, 2019
It is with sadness that we share 

the news that Stan has passed away. 
Born in Los Angeles, California, Stan 
was raised as a Canadian. He spent 
his early years in rural Saskatchewan 
before moving with his parents 
to Calgary and discovering the 
mountains he loved. He completed 
his schooling in the early 1950s and 
started his career as a draftsman with 
Shell Oil Company. After marrying 
Patricia, sister of a friend, he was 
transferred away from the mountains 
to Edmonton for 20 years. Every 
long weekend Stan and his family 

would drive west to camp and fish or south to visit family in Calgary. After 
transferring back to Calgary, he and Pat spent weekends in the mountains 
hiking, biking, and cross-country skiing. A lifelong photographer, he would 
give slideshows of calendar quality photographs. An original DIYer he built 
garages, finished basements, and built a cabin. He always had a workshop 
and in later years crafted furniture, wooden bowls and stone jewelry. After 
35 years with Shell, Stan and Pat retired to waterfront property on the 
Shuswap Lake. There they spent years enjoying the outdoors at home and 
while traveling with their trailer. Stan’s final years were spent with Patricia 
and near his daughter in Nakusp, still enjoying mountain scenery. Stan will 
be forever loved and remembered by his wife of 67 years, Patricia, son 
Paul (Nadya), daughter Leslie (Stephen), grandsons Christopher (Melanie) 
and Graham (Megan) great-granddaughters Jenna and Katelyn, brother 
and sister-in-law Duncan and Helen, and numerous nieces and nephews. 

A celebration of his life will be held with family at a later date.
If you wish to leave a personal message of condolence you can visit 

the family’s online register at www.valleyfh.ca  

submitted
With news from the Ministry of 

Education that Winlaw Elementary will 

Winlaw Elementary holds Spring Fling fundraiser
be getting a new playground, there is 
much to celebrate. The school Parent 
Advisory Council invites you to come 

out May 5 for its annual Spring Fling 
fundraiser to learn more details about 
what’s in the works. 

This year the Spring Fling will be 
held on Sunday, May 5 from 10 am – 2 
pm. The decision to change the event 
from a Saturday to a Sunday this year 
was made so that families could partake 
in other valley events happening that 
same weekend. 

While parents have been relieved 
of the pressure to fundraise for 
playground equipment, there are still 
many important programs and quality 
educational opportunities that the PAC 
helps make happen through money 
raised at this annual event. 

Event highlights include the ever-
popular plant table with an amazing 
selection of starts, generously donated 
by the many incredible gardeners in 
the valley. Be sure not to miss the kid-
friendly penny auction featuring new 
and gently used toys and children’s 
books – always a highlight to watch 
being auctioned off at the end of the day.

Choose from a selection of delicious 
baked goods at the concession, with 
sausages on the BBQ and locally roasted 
coffee. Don’t miss the opportunity 
to bid on a number of fantastic silent 
auction items, donated by community 
artisans and local businesses.

This important community event 
is happening at the school rain or 
shine and will also feature a bake sale, 
games and multi-age activities and face 
painting. 

Proceeds raised will help fund the 
quality educational programs, services 
and resources including field trips, arts, 
music and reading programs in the 
classroom for the 2019-2020 school 
year. Previous programs funded include 
bussing for the ski and swim programs, 
artists in the classroom and more.

Contact  Angela  for  more 
information or details: angelabowes@
yahoo.ca.

submitted 
Kootenay Career Development 

Society (KCDS) has been named to 
the 2019 list of Best Workplaces™ for 
Women. KCDS received this honour 
after a thorough independent analysis 
conducted by Great Place to Work®.  

The list of is based on direct 
feedback from employees of the 
hundreds of organizations that were 
surveyed. To be eligible organizations 
must have a minimum of 15 female 
employees, and at least 90% of 
employees agree that their workplace 
is safe and people are treated fairly 
regardless of their gender. 

“KCDS is committed to achieving 

Kootenay Career Development Society on 2019 List of Best Workplaces for Women
a diverse and inclusive workplace that 
supports the health and well-being of 
all of our staff,” said executive director 
Jocelyn Carver. “We are very proud to 
be recognized a Great Place to Work for 
Women and specifically as a high trust 
organization that is supportive of career 
advancement for women.”

In line with UN Women’s theme for 
the recent International Women’s Day 
‘Think equal, build smart, innovate for 
change’, the publication ‘Empowering 
Women for Innovation and Business 
Success’ considers ways in which the 
private sector can advance gender 
equality and women’s empowerment, 
while providing tangible examples of 

empowerment in the workplace that 
support and foster innovation by all. 
It makes a Canadian benchmarked 
highly compelling, data driven case 
that organizations with high trust 
and inclusive workplace cultures are 
achieving greater and faster rates 
of success by engaging all of their 
employees in the innovation process.

KCDS is a non-profit organization 
which empowers individuals, employers 
and communities economically and 
socially through career development, 
employment counselling, and human 
resource planning.

For more information visit www.
kcds.ca.

submitted
New Denver Royalty is pleased to 

introduce its candidates for the program 
this year. The New Denver Royalty 
program has been running every year 
since 1939, making this one the 81st 
Royalty Pageant. The program started 
as the May Queen program, and over 
the years there has been Little Miss New 
Denver, Mr New Denver and Miss New 
Denver.

Stephanie Smith and Kira Popil 
Johnson joined the program in January 
as candidates. Their first introduction 
to the public was on February 16 at the 
Annual Heritage Tea, where they helped 
prepare refreshments, and with Miss 
New Denver 2018 Charlotte Farrell put 
on a fashion show and received their 
candidate banners and tiaras.

Their next public appearance will be 

New Denver Royalty introduces its candidates
at the Annual Royalty Tea on Saturday, 
May 4 at Bosun Hall.  Charlotte, 
Stephanie and Kira invite you to attend 
the New Denver Royalty Pageant on 
Thursday May 16 and Friday May 17.

Charlotte Farrell was acclaimed 

as Miss New Denver 2018 at the 2018 
May Days Pageant. She has represented 
our community well over the past year, 
committee organizers say, visiting 10 
other pageants and being present at 
several community events.

Stephanie Smith and Kira Popil Johnson are candidates for the New Denver Royalty program this year.

Four year old Sapphire Perry from Silverton was the youngest competitor ever at the 22nd Annual Neil Edgeworth Memorial Banked Slalom 
snowboard race at Big White, April 6 and 7.  Sapphire completed two runs without missing any gates in the U12 age category.

On Friday, April 19 Johnson’s Landing Hall welcomed Ellen Burt back to celebrate her new book, What Forever Feels Like, a memoir of her years 
living in Johnson’s Landing. As well as the launch itself, the crowd watched a video of local oldtimers, listened to poetry, ate potluck finger food, 

enjoyed some musical offerings and wound up the evening with a good, old-fashioned square dance.
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submitted
The K-4 students of the 

Whole School in Winlaw planned 
a year of art on the theme of 
Frog Mountain, all because of 
an amazing grant from ArtStarts 
and a wonderful morning of 
storytelling with Sinixt Elder 
Marilyn James. Their goal was to 
create works of art that would be 
outside year round, an installation 
that would draw the students 
and their community outside for 
contemplation. 

“The students raptly listened 

to Marilyn tell the Sinixt Frog 
Mountain story of survival that 
is integrally linked to a local 
landmark that the children see 
every day from the school yard,” 
said teacher and principal Rose 
Hodwitz, “seamlessly blending 
the curriculum, First People’s 
Principles of Learning, and place-
based learning.” 

As a group, the students 
agreed on an approach to 
creating objects for the fence 
and playground area with Peggy 
Frith, from Good Pottery. They 

decided on colourful frogs 
attached to vibrant lily pads. 
Sherry Heyliger took the group 
through a journey of preparation 
and letting go through her paint 
pouring technique. The students 
used recycled records that were 
coated in resin for durability. 
Finally, Will Parker and some 
students from the Kootenai 
Art Therapy Institute did eco-
sculpture with the kids, guiding 
them through the process of 
building with found materials 
and collaborating on a larger, 
outdoor piece. The students 
put so much care, time, and 
patience into their artwork in their 
learning about making pottery, 
the process of glazing and relief, 
instant gratification of paint 
pouring, letting go of results, and 
collaborative art. 

Every year Whole School 
students volunteer their time and 
energy towards a specific social 
or environmental issue. They 
brainstorm possible causes to 
contribute towards and vote on 
them. This year, the cause was 
supporting bats. The students 
want to build bat boxes to 
distribute within the community.

T h e  W h o l e  S c h o o l 
emphasizes small, multi-age 
classes of 15 students or less 
in a nurturing, home-like 
environment. The Whole School 
is accepting applications for 
kindergarten and elementary 
level students. 

To learn more about Whole 
School programs visit www.
wholeschool.ca or drop in for 
a visit!

Whole School student art show: Frog Mountain now open

submitted
Zohara Hatfield wants to 

travel and cook. She’s only 
17, has already completed her 
high school diploma, achieved 
top marks in the Professional 
Cook first year training program 
at Selkirk College and has an 
internship lined up with Mission 
Hill Wineries for the summer. 

This ambitious Mt. Sentinel 
graduate was able to fast track 
through some of her high school 
courses and enrolled in the 
Youth Train in Trades program 

Trades training sets students on career paths early
(YTT) to get a head-start on her 
career in the culinary arts. After 
attending a ‘Made for Trades’ day 
at Selkirk college in Grade 10, the 
thought of travelling and studying 
different cuisines around the 
world sounded really appealing. 

Hatfield is one of seven 
professional cook students who 
participated in this year’s YTT 
program designed to offer dual 
credit trades training to high 
school students interested in 
trades foundation programs. 

“I’m really grateful for the 

financial support,” says Hatfield. 
“Half of my cook training 
classmates were part of the 
YTT program. It’s such a great 
opportunity.”

Kootenay Lake School 
District 8 pays for tuition, and 
successful applicants can choose 
from trades foundations programs 
offered locally; carpentry, 
electrical, fine woodworking, 
heavy mechanical,  metal 
fabricator, millwright/machinist, 
welder, hairstyling, pipe trades, 
automotive service technician 

and professional cook training.  
Interested high school students 
are advised to apply 12 to 8 
months in advance of program 
start dates.

Funding support and earning 
dual credits are not the only 
benefits attained from enrolling 
in YYT. Students like Hatfield 
work and learn alongside post-
secondary and international 

graduate level students, such as 
the post-graduate Diploma in 
Culinary Management students 
in the cook training program. 

Students from both cook 
programs were teamed up for the 
recent Top Chef competition at 
Selkirk College. Teams competed 
in real-life, high-pressure 
challenges. Hatfield’s group, 
Team Spain, took home both Best 

in Presentation and Best Overall 
accolades. 

“With her internship, Zohara 
is also an ideal candidate to 
now enter the Youth Work in 
Trades (YWT) program and 
earn a $1,000 bursary after she 
logs 900 hours with a Red Seal 
tradesperson,” says SD8 Trades 
Training Coordinator Brent 
Firkser.

The K-4 students of the Whole School in Winlaw planned a year of art on the theme of Frog Mountain, all because of an amazing 
grant from ArtStarts and a wonderful morning of storytelling with Sinixt Elder Marilyn James. 

Professional cook students participated in this year’s Selkirk College YTT program designed to offer dual credit trades 
training to high school students interested in trades foundation programs. 
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Advertise in the Valley Voice.  
It pays!!!

valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

by Art Joyce 
Holly Hyatt’s new album, Wild 

Heart, is a breath of fresh air and a new 
direction for this talented singer and 
bassist. Fans will already be familiar 
with her rich bluesy voice and her work 
with father and musical collaborator Jon 
Burden in their Holly and Jon recordings. 
Her vocals remind the listener of the 
great women blues singers, and the 
band’s latest album Shufflin’ the Blues 
dug deep into the classic blues catalogue. 
But this time out, Hyatt is charting her 
own creative path, delving deep into the 
glory days of Motown R&B and funk, 
with a little light pop thrown in. 

Producer Clinton Swanson, one 
of the West Kootenay’s top saxophone 
players, produced the recording. Hyatt’s 

Holly Hyatt releases solo album Wild Heart 
new sound relies heavily on his ability 
to propel her original melodies with 
graceful horn sections, occasionally 
spiced up by his tasty sax solos. Although 
Burden contributes some guitar, the 
instrument is used here primarily for 
texture, not as a solo instrument. He rises 
effortlessly to the challenge, pushing 
his rhythm through a wah-wah pedal to 
achieve a tight funk groove. 

It’s nice to see Hyatt branching 
out into a breezy R&B feel, exploring 
subtle tonal shadings throughout the 
album. According to Burden, Hyatt 
recorded all of the vocals on the album, 
seamlessly emulating an entire backup 
vocal section that at times sounds like it 
came straight out of Motown. Anchored 
in deep personal ties to her home on the 

Slocan River, songs like the single ‘River 
Flows’ are a reminder that nature isn’t 
something outside us—it’s our lifeline. 
The song has the grace and flow of not 
only her idyllic Slocan River home but 
distinct echoes of her musical mentors, 
reminiscent at times of the great Mavis 
Staples. ‘River Flows’ won Best Song in 
the R&B category of the 2019 Kootenay 
Music Awards.  

All the songs on Wild Heart were 
written by Hyatt. Her lyrical abilities have 
clearly grown and matured, touching on 
her experiences as a mother, wife and 
artist. Rather than bewail the world’s 
many injustices, her need to “speak my 
truth” as an activist is tuned to a feelgood 
key, as on songs like ‘Create Unity.’ Her 
vocal harmonies and chorus raises this 

song to anthem status. She wants us to 
feed the light in our souls and have fun 
doing it, as in songs like ‘Sunny Day in 
January’ or ‘Get Funky.’

Hyatt  and Swanson wisely 
opted for an organic approach to the 
instrumentation, and this achieved 
to great effect with keyboard player 
Brandon Smith. His use of piano, organ 
and Rhodes keyboard are especially 
effective in creating the groove. 
Although synthesizer is listed as one 
of the instruments, it’s not intrusive but 
blended into the mix. Unsurprisingly, 
Hyatt contributes rich, slinky bass lines 
throughout the album. It’s no wonder she 
chose R&B and funk for her first solo 
album; it’s a genre made for bass players.  

There’s a confidence and an 
assurance of her craft in Wild Heart 

that testifies: This is an artist who has 
arrived at the peak of her powers. Hyatt 
will perform songs from the album at the 
Firevalley Concert Series in Edgewood 
on April 28, 8 pm; the Kaslo Hotel 
May Days party May 17 and 18, 8 pm; 
Elephant Mountain Literary Festival, 
July 12; and Starbelly Jam July 19. To 
see the full tour schedule visit https://
hollyhyatt.com/shows.  

The album will be officially released 
April 26 through www.hollyhyatt.com, 
iTunes, Spotify and CD Baby. Local 
outlets include Packrat Annies (in 
Nelson), or you can get signed copies at 
Holly’s next live show. 

Holly Hyatt’s new album, Wild Heart, is a breath of fresh air and a new direction for this talented singer and bassist.

submitted
The Whole Perspectives Series, 

hosted by the Rural Alternatives 
Research and Training Society 
(RARTS), will present Nipawi 
Mahihkan Misit Kakinoosit speaking 
about ‘Reconciliation in Canada and 
in BC.’ 

A young man, trained from his 
early days as a speaker for his people, 
whose knowledge, perspective and 
clarity is shared with humility and 
humour, has been educating on the 
very important history of the treaty 

Nipawi will speak about reconciliation in Canada and BC at the Vallican Whole on May 1.

Reconciliation talk by Nipawi 
to be hosted at the Whole, May 1

process and where we currently are 
in Canada today.

Please join us  on Wednesday,  
May 1 from 7 to 9 pm for this 
important presentation and question 
and answer session at the Vallican 
Whole Community Centre, 3762 Little 
Slocan S Road, Vallican. Turn off 
Hwy 6 at the electric substation, cross 
the Passmore bridge, turn right and 
follow the signs to the Vallican Whole. 
Admission by donation for the work 
of the Rural Alternatives Research & 
Training Society (RARTS).
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Studio Connexion Gallery invites you to its 11th 
		       season

• May 17 - June 8: Christine BigCanoe & Ed Kemp
• June 11 - June 29: Natasha Smith
• July 3 - July 20: Maureen Maryka
• July 23 - August 11: Ursula Abresch
• August 14 - 31: Alain Ayoub
• September 4 - 21: Tatjana Mirkov-Popovicki
• September 24 - October 12: Charlene Duncan

Gallery Hours: Tues. - Sat. 11 am to 4 pm For other times 250-265-3586
203 Fifth Ave.NW. Nakusp

submitted
Under the BC Rural Dividend 

Program, the Government of British 
Columbia is providing more than $2.6 
million for 17 projects in the region. 
These grants help fund projects that 
support economic development and 
diversification in rural communities 
throughout the province. Grants can be 
up to $100,000 for a single applicant 
project or up to $500,000 for partnership 
projects.

These include $97,359 to the Village 
of Kaslo to produce development and 
management plans for two priority 
areas identified in a Lands Investment 
Attraction project funded through 
the Rural Dividend: the aerodrome 
lands and Kaslo Bay area. This will 
create opportunities for aviation and 
recreational tourism.

Village of Nakusp: $66,400 to 
develop an investment lands inventory, 
a community investment readiness 
assessment and a marketing strategy.

The Village of Slocan: $60,500 to 
develop a detailed design plan to support 
the continuation of its Harold Street 

BC Rural Dividend grants support Central Kootenay
North downtown improvement project.

Community Futures Central 
Kootenay: $100,000 to hire a manager 
to co-ordinate operations of the 
Nelson Innovation Centre, including 
a technology business mentorship 
program and membership framework.

The Regional District of Central 
Kootenay: $1,091,324 for four projects:

- $100,000 to build a beginner 
lesson loop and rental/staging area at 
the Mount Abriel mountain bike trail as 
well as a 3.8-km portion of the Peak to 
Beach trail.

- $500,000 to build local government 
capacity by hiring and providing 
economic development training to a 
project coordinator and 10 interns, with 
emphasis on business attraction, land 
development and disaster resilience.

- $170,124 to address priority areas 
of the Kaslo and Area D Economic 
Development Commission: business 
and community economic development, 
and farm innovation.

- $321,200 to hire an economic 
development officer, tourism co-
ordinator and project coordinator to 

help implement the Stronger Together 
Creston Valley-Kootenay Lake 
Economic Action Strategy, funded by a 
previous Rural Dividend intake.

Nelson and District Chamber of 
Commerce: $32,000 to implement five 

key actions from the West Kootenay 
Destination Development Strategy, 
including a backcountry safety awareness 
campaign and environmental code of 
conduct for residents and visitors.

The Rural Dividend is one aspect 

of government’s rural development 
mandate, which commits to making 
rural communities more resilient. The 
Province has committed to extending 
the $25-million-per-year Rural Dividend 
to 2021-22.

submitted
The Kootenay Lake School District 

recently hosted its annual Partner Group 
dinner in Nelson. Partner Groups from 
across the district were invited to 
participate in the budget review process, 
providing the board the opportunity to 
collect valuable feedback directly from 
the various groups.

P a r e n t s ,  p r i n c i p a l s ,  a n d 
representatives from SD8’s labour 
associations and unions, CUPE, KLTF 
and KLPVP, were among more than 
75 participants. Board trustees, student 
trustees and senior administration 
circulated around the room throughout 
the evening, listening in on the thoughts 
and comments being generated at 
each table.  The district’s decision to 
use ThoughtExchange, a community 
intelligence software program, for 
the meeting proved to be an effective 
process for collecting and revealing table 
discussion insights in real-time. 

SD8 invites feedback for 2019/20 budget planning
Following a 30-minute Strategic & 

Budget Plan presentation, participants 
were provided with three open-ended 
questions centred around strengthening 
the district’s Strategic Plan and making 
decisions on how best to allocate 
resources to attain the board’s goals 
of learning, organizational excellence, 
engagement and relationship building. 

Major topics that emerged from the 
process revealed considerable consensus 
around the need to continue investing 
in greater mental health supports and 
resources for inclusive education 
services. Also, professional development 
opportunities for both teachers and 
CUPE support workers caring for diverse 
needs learners in the classroom, and the 
importance of early education initiatives 
rose to the top as important topics. 

The board is now inviting the public 
to participate in the discussion, and to 
provide input into next year’s budget. 
Everyone is encouraged to visit the 

district website to learn more about 
the budget process at sd8.bc.ca/about/
departments/finance/budget2019-2020.

Also, please participate in the 
budget planning discussion online at 
my.thoughtexchange.com/#525560813. 
This forum will close May 7.

“The feedback we collect will be 
used to directly facilitate Board budget 
decisions for the 2019-2020 school 
year,” said Superintendent Dr. Christine 
Perkins. “So we truly want to hear from 
as many people as possible.”

A separate ThoughtExchange 
forum is also underway surrounding the 
2019/29 facilities planning process. For 
this online exchange, the public is being 
asked to provide input into how school 
facilities throughout the district can be 
improved at the facilities planning page, 
sd8.bc.ca/about/planning/facilities-plan. 

Participate in the facilities 
discussion at: my.thoughtexchange.
com/#537341911.

submitted
On April 7 the Silverton Memorial 

Hall was the site of the fourth annual 
‘Get Your Just Desserts’ volunteer 
recognition event. Hosted by the Slocan 
Valley Community Legacy Society, the 
party honoured more than 100 deserving 
volunteers from up and down the Slocan 
Valley with tasty treats and plenty 
of door prizes. Attendees came from 
more than 40 different organizations. 
This year’s theme was ‘Volunteers are 
Gold’ and this was reflected in both the 
decorations and the tributes. 

MP Richard Cannings sent a letter 
with his thanks, in which he commented, 
“The people living in this valley have 
always stepped up to help out. Like 
gold, these folks are very precious, 
sometimes hard to find, and important 
to hold on to.”

A ‘Gold Standard’ trivia quiz had 

Fourth annual Volunteer Week celebration fills the hall
the tables buzzing as guests found the 
answers to 50 questions, all of which had 
the word gold somewhere in the answer.

Funding was provided by RDCK 
Area H and by the Columbia Basin 
Trust. Numerous local merchants and 

community members provided door 
prizes, and the Village of Silverton made 
the Memorial Hall available for free as 
their contribution. It was an excellent 
celebration of community commitment 
and support.

11 year old Petula Perry from Silverton had an outstanding snowboard race season. At Red Mountain Resort, 
she placed third (U16 ladies) in the annual Rattlecat Cup in February. After winning two silver medals (U13 
ladies) at the Provincial SBX Championships at Big White, she went on to win two bronze medals (U13 ladies) 
at the Western Canadian SBX Championships. Petula finished off her season in April with another third place 

(ladies U12) at the highly competitive Neil Edgeworth Memorial Banked Slalom at Big White.
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Congratulations Mark Holland, winner of 
the Winlaw Elementary Fall 50/50 Draw!

Thank you to all the families and community 
members that bought tickets in support.
Don’t miss our next fundraising event - 

ANNUAL SPRING FLING, Sunday May 5th 
10 am – 2 pm. Rain or Shine!

 - The Winlaw PAC

Professional fitting, expert service.

411 Hall Street • Nelson, BC • 250-352-6261 • Toll-free: 1-800-337-1622

www.vincedevito.com

www.facebook.com/pages/
Vince-DeVitos-Specialty-

Footwear-LTD

It’s Sandal Season at DeVito’s. Exciting new Spring footwear!
Naut, Biotime, Rockport and Romika

by Jan McMurray
Representatives of the Fish and 

Wildlife Compensation Program 
(FWCP) held public meetings 
throughout the Columbia region this 
month, and were in Nakusp on April 16.

Meeting facilitator Lynne Betts 
explained that FWCP’s mission is to 

Fish and Wildlife Compensation Program reps come to Nakusp
conserve and enhance fish and wildlife 
in watersheds impacted by BC Hydro 
dams. Although funded by BC Hydro, 
and the mechanism through which 
BC Hydro fulfills its obligations to 
compensate for the dams, FWCP is 
separate from BC Hydro, she stressed. 
FWCP works with BC Hydro, the 

Province of BC, Oceans Canada, First 
Nations and public stakeholders.

The presentation at the evening 
meeting in Nakusp included a discussion 
about FWCP funded projects for 2019-
20, and about the Columbia Region 
Action Plans – which guide funding 
decisions.

About 15 people attended, many 
of them fishermen who would like to 
see rainbow trout back in the Arrow 
reservoir. They suggested discontinuing 
the white sturgeon recovery program 
and investing in rainbow recovery 
instead, and creating more spawning 
channels.

“They [white sturgeon] were native 
but that was when there was salmon in 
the river for them to feed on. All they 
are doing is competing for the sport 
fish,” one fisherman said.

A young fisherman agreed, and said 
he had been releasing white sturgeon 
in school for seven years. “Only one 
has been caught. I don’t think they are 
going to come back,” he said.

Another man also objected to the 
sturgeon program, as sturgeon are “a 
predator of kokanee fry and eggs.” He 
advocated for more spawning channels 
for the Upper Arrow than just the one at 
Hill Creek. “How do we get back what 
we lost if we don’t put more spawning 
channels in?”

Eva Schindler from the Province 
of BC, one of the FWCP’s partners, 
explained that spawning channels 
produce many more fish than do 
tributaries. So the Hill Creek spawning 
channel does a good job at replacing the 
many tributaries that were lost when 
the Arrow was dammed. “We measure 
the relationship between egg to fry 
survival. In the spawning channel, that 
can be 50-60% and in the tributaries, it’s 
more like 5%,” she said. The Hill Creek 
spawning channel provides spawning 
habitat for kokanee and rainbow trout.

One man indicated that he felt 
not enough of the FWCP funding was 
going to fish projects in the Arrow 
Lakes. By his calculation, 17% of 
the $5.8 million being spent in the 
Columbia region in 2019-20 is going 
towards fish projects on the Arrow. 
Crystal Klym, FWCP Columbia Region 
Manager, said she would take this 
feedback to the board, and added that 
the FWCP would like to see more 
grant applications from community 
groups such as Rod and Gun Clubs. 
She said FWCP representatives would 
be pleased to come back to Nakusp 

to speak at a local Rod and Gun Club 
meeting.

Fish projects specific to the 
Arrow Lakes in 2019-20 include the 
ongoing nutrient restoration program 
($847,353) and the ongoing operation, 
maintenance and monitoring at the Hill 
Creek spawning channel ($158,327). 
The sturgeon recovery program in the 
Upper Columbia River will receive 
$110,000 of FWCP funding this year.

Fish projects specific to Kootenay 
Lake in 2019-20 include the ongoing 
nu t r i en t  r e s to ra t ion  p rogram 
($1,060,612) and the Meadow Creek 
spawning channel ($199,858).

In the West Kootenay, there are 
nine fish projects and four wildlife 
projects funded by FWCP in 2019-20.

A few more suggestions for FWCP 
were offered by Wayne McCrory, 
Registered Professional Biologist and 
Valhalla Wilderness Society director. 
He asked for scientific research to 
be done to determine the cause of 
the kokanee collapse in the Lardeau 
River, and the impacts of the collapse 
on grizzly bear and other wildlife. 
“Theories have been put out there but 
I have yet to see a scientific explanation 
that explains clearly why that happened. 
If something goes haywire, the public 
needs to know why, and if you don’t 
know, do the research adequately 
because we know there will be a long 
recovery period.”

McCrory also said that more 
funding is needed for land securement 
and for wetland conservation on private 
land in this area. He told the FWCP reps 
that the organization is doing a “great 
job” and just needs some “fine tuning.”

Marc D’Entrement of LGL Ltd 
Environmental Research Associates, 
the consultant working on updating 
FWCP’s Columbia Region Action 
Plans, summarized the proposed 
changes in the plans. LGL has been 
working on the project for about a year, 
with a goal to have the final updated 
plans completed in August. People can 
provide feedback online until May 3. 
An online session regarding the action 
plan updates is being held April 30. 
Visit fwcp.ca for more information.

by Jan McMurray
• Eric Clough was hired to 

complete the Wellness Centre Grounds 
Concept Plan, with input from all 
parties involved. The project will 
be paid for with a $2,500 RDCK 
Community Development Fund grant.

• Health Committee representatives 
from the Village of New Denver and 
Slocan District Chamber of Commerce 
presented the committee’s mandate, 
accomplishments, opportunities and 
future direction. Councillor Perriere 
was appointed to the Village of New 
Denver Health Advisory Committee, 
with Mayor Lunn as alternate. Council 
agreed to allocate $1,000 from the 
RDCK Community Development 
Fund to the Chamber of Commerce for 
physician recruitment efforts in 2019.

• Preparations for opening the 
campground are underway. Public 
Works will investigate repair or 
replacement of the campground 
entrance sign light fixture and Info 

Slocan council, April 8: 
Wellness Centre Grounds Concept Plan underway

Centre hot water tank, and securement 
of the fire rings to avoid theft. Staff will 
look into installing a card machine at 
the campground. Also, some changes 
were made to the contract with the RV 
Park operator. The revenue-sharing 
formula was amended – rather than 
sharing revenues over $25,000 equally 
between the Village and the contractor, 
there will be an end of season payout 
to the contractor equalling 18% of total 
campground revenues. The contract 
was further amended to add 150 hours 
to the allowable hourly contract rate, 
for a total payment of $17,250 for 
the season (up from $15,000). The 
operator will receive a $750 advance 
payment from their remuneration to 
assist with startup costs.

• Staff will send a letter to Kevin 
Sisk, Esq., advising him that council 
will not be approving his request to 
place a piano in the beach gazebo at 
this time.

• Council provided a $100 grant 

from the RDCK Discretionary Fund 
to the Fish Derby organized by the 
fire department, first responders and 
Technical Rescue Society.

• In response to a letter from 
Summit Lake resident Debbie 
Pitaoulis, the Village of Slocan will 
write a letter to the Village of Nakusp 
in support of Summit Lake Western 
Toad Conservation Habitat.

• Staff was asked to contact Telus 
to find out about 5G cell service.

• A letter will be sent to Fire Chief 
John Gates, congratulating him for his 
15 years of service.

• Staff will replace the plexiglass 
on the bulletin board at the store.

• At a special meeting April 16, 
Columbia Basin Trust Community 
Initiatives grants totalling $27,107 
were approved by council as follows: 
Royal Canadian Legion - kitchen stove 
and PA system ($2,000); Silverton 
Community Club - pyrotechnics 
licences ($300); Slocan Community 
Library - library and collection 
development ($2,500); Slocan District 
Chamber of Commerce - Chamber 
welcome baskets ($100); Slocan Lake 
Golf Club – upgrades ($1,000); Slocan 
Solutions Society - Slocan Market 
($2,500); Slocan Valley Community 
Band ($1,250); Slocan Valley Heritage 
Trail Society - vegetation management 
($750); SQx Danza - Anti-Bullying 
Movement Program ($1,250); Slocan 
Valley Seniors Housing Society - 
seniors outreach programs ($2,382); 
Village of Slocan - Slocan Fitness 
Centre upgrade ($2,200); WE 
Graham Community Service Society 
- Farm to Kitchen Intergenerational 
Cooking ($2,600) and After School 
Program Van Service ($6,400); Horse 
Association Central Kootenay - 
Youth Polish Shine Show and Horse 
Activities ($250); Kootenay Boundary 
Regional Hospital Health Foundation 
- Surgical Services Project ($500); 
Nelson Cares - Stepping Stones 
Kitchen ($500); Nelson Civic Theatre 
Society - building and launching 
kootenayfilm.com ($125); Rossland 
Gold Fever Follies - The Big Boom 
Theory Traveling Show Mentorship 
Program ($500.)

submitted
When a loved one dies, it can be 

an overwhelming event for those left 
behind. At this stressful time, many 
people choose to use a commercial 
funeral company to deal with burial 
or cremation. However, there is an 
alternative option in BC where a family 
or an individual can make their own 
private final arrangements. This allows 
family or friends to maintain control 
over how they wish to say goodbye to 

Carpenter Creek Last Wishes 
Society assists with private final 
arrangements

the deceased. 
The Carpenter Creek Last Wishes 

Society was formed in New Denver to 
provide information about various types 
of final arrangements for those who 
would prefer to do it themselves. Please 
note that the society does not provide 
funeral services.

O n  t h e  w e b s i t e  w w w .
carpentercreeklastwishessociety.ca, you 
will find a wealth of information about 
the tasks required when someone dies. 
You can download and print off the 
documents required at the time of death. 
There are links to sites with instructions 
on how to build your own coffin and the 
society can help locate a local builder. 
Contact numbers to call are listed if you 
require more support in understanding 
the procedures.

The AGM for the Carpenter Creek 
Last Wishes Society is scheduled for 
May 7, 2019 at the Silverton Gallery at 
7 pm. All are welcome to come to the 
meeting, if you have questions or would 
like to know more.

Fortis Inc. sells interest in 
Waneta Expansion project
submitted

Fortis Inc. has completed the sale of 
its 51% interest in the Waneta Expansion 
hydroelectric project to Columbia 
Power Corporation and Columbia 
Basin Trust for approximately $1 
billion. CPC and CBT now own 100% 
of the Waneta Expansion. FortisBC 
will continue to operate the Waneta 
Expansion facility and purchase its 
surplus capacity.
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Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work, 
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal

WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS
359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539

3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR TOAD 
CONSERVATION STUDY AT FISH LAKE

Adult female western toad on Hwy. 31A at Fish Lake.
Become a “Toad Ambassador” and help toads cross the road

• From late April through July, volunteer for a few nights a week to spend 
1-2 hours just after dark moving migrating adult toads off Highway 31A at 
Fish and Bear lakes. Female toads are killed each year while crossing the 
highway to breed carrying some 12,000 eggs that won’t become toadlets. 

• In August, volunteer during the day at the Fish Lake rest stop to help monitor 
toadlet migrations and talk to the public. 

Training provided and mileage costs reimbursed. 

Please contact: Cindy Walker, katakwak@hotmail.com
	           Marcy Mahr, marcy@netidea.com 250-358-2660
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VALHALLA SOCIETY - 2019
BEARS & TOADS

SLOCAN VALLEY AREA “H” RURAL BEARSMART 
PROGRAM

Contact Coordinator: Kim Frederiksen 
		  250-226-6908 kimbfrederiksen8@gmail.com

Funding for cost sharing (of 50%) for electric fencing
		  Gillian Sanders, Grizzly Bear Coexistence Solutions
		  250-353-1137 grizzlyfencingproject@gmail.com

by Jane Burton
Fifty people were present at 

the Rod and Gun Club in Nelson 
on Saturday afternoon for the latest 
update from the Kootenay Outdoor 
Producer Co-op. The co-op held its 
founding meeting last October on 
the day that cannabis became legal 
in Canada and with the same sense 
of irony, their spring 2019 update was 
held on 4/20.

Co-op President Todd Veri began 
by introducing the other members of 
the board of directors: Vice President 
Kristin Williams, Secretary Andrew 
Greene, and Directors Carrie Nichols 
and Laurie MacDonald. Veri then 
outlined what work has been done 
to set up the co-op, the current status 
of farm licenses and the 2019 crop, 
the microbial problem, and plans for 
extract and edible production.

Veri reflected back to a year ago 
when their work involved studying 
the proposed regulations and 
legislation and trying to determine 
how an outdoor growing model 
would fit into the legalized cannabis 

Kootenay Outdoor Producer Co-op holds 4/20 public meeting in Nelson
production industry. The co-op has 
had to adapt its plans to fit Health 
Canada’s application and licensing 
process and the directors have been 
working diligently to get licenses in 
place. They have recently submitted 
applications for a nursery, eight 
Estate Community Farms and eight 
Craft Community Farms. An Estate 
Community Farm is a minimum of 
15 acres with 4.5-6 acres fenced to 
contain one estate garden and 6-12 
craft gardens. A Craft Community 
Farm is a minimum of 6 acres with 
2-3 acres fenced containing 8-12 
craft gardens. A craft garden would 
be approximately 1/4 acre in size, an 
estate garden approximately 3 acres.

An unexpected hurdle for the co-
op was not being able to find a local 
credit union or bank that would let 
them open an account. In the end, in 
January, they opened an account with 
Alterna Bank, an online subsidiary 
of the Ontario based Alterna Savings 
Credit Union.

The lack of a bank account 
meant a delay in processing license 
applications; Health Canada requires 
payment up front before it will work 
on a file. Thus the nursery application, 
submitted in mid-December, was held 
up. It has passed two of the vetting 
stages, but is still not approved. 
Work to prepare the nursery has 
been ongoing for five months. 
Unfortunately, the nursery stock 
that had been lined up had to be let 
go, with penalty, due to the lack of 
approval. The co-op has a supply of 
seeds they can use instead, but only 
if they are planted by May 1. They 
continue to try to impress upon Health 
Canada that they are outdoor growers 
and the window of opportunity for 
this year is closing soon.  

To the best of their knowledge 

no other outdoor growers have been 
approved. Veri likened the process 
to applying for a liquor licence for a 
restaurant – “sometimes it can take 
years.”

Another issue dominating the 
work of the co-op board is how to deal 
with Health Canada’s zero tolerance 
for microbial contamination. The 
solution currently in use is irradiation 
and Veri stated that all licensed 
producers are irradiating their crops 
at this time. The co-op wants to 
produce organic cannabis, so other 
solutions must be found that do not 

compromise the organic status or 
affect the product’s quality.  

Health Canada is currently 
developing regulations in preparation 
for the October 17, 2019 legalization 
of cannabis edibles, beverages, and 
extracts. The co-op wants to be 
part of this value-added segment 
of the industry and will be seeking 
expressions of interest from local 
specialists in these areas. They 
will then develop a way for co-op 
members to be involved in selecting 
the companies, and will create a 
manufacturing division similar to the 

farm structure for crop production.
Undeterred by the hiccups 

along the way or the painfully slow 
licensing process which now appears 
to be backlogged by at least a month, 
the dreams and plans are still big for 
the Kootenay Outdoor Producer Co-
op. There is interest in the Kootenay 
product from all over the world, 
according to Veri. His enthusiasm 
does not appear to be dampened by 
the possibility of no crop this year. 
There have been growing pains for 
the co-op and the government but 
progress, though slow, is being made.

submitted
For the most part, bears have 

been in their winter dens since late 
October. In January or February, still 
in the dens, the sleepy pregnant black 
bears give birth to one to three cubs 
weighing less than one pound, while 
the grizzly bear cubs are a little larger.

In late April, when the bears 
emerge from their private dens, 
they have lost one third of their 
pre-hibernation weight. At that time, 
the black bear cubs are four to six 
pounds, and grizzly cubs weigh in at 
ten pounds. Black bear cubs remain 
part of the family unit for two and 
three years while grizzly cubs are 
tutored several years more. 

In order to survive the five 
months of hibernation, bears need 
15,000 and 20,000 calories per 
day to have enough fat reserves. 
Additionally, an adult female bear 
must accumulate an additional 20% 
in order to successfully gestate and 
adequately nurse her cubs while in 
their winter den. 

Newly born cubs (conceived the 
previous spring) continue to nurse 
exclusively for one month after they 
exit their winter den. In May, their 
new teeth emerge and they can now 
commence eating solid food. 

In the spring, the best nutrient-
rich food is in the low-lying, snow-

Bears and springtime: waking up and looking for food
free elevations, the valley bottoms 
and riparian areas, open meadows, 
and avalanche chutes. These early 
food sources consist of vegetation, 
winter or road-killed animals and 
insects. A crowd pleaser is dandelion 
flowers. 

Grizzly bears have a unique 
advantage over black bears as they 
have powerful paws and nails that 
allow them to ‘rototill’. This activity 
exposes bulbs, corms, and small 
rodents. As the spring progresses, 
grizzly bears typically follow the 
snowline back up the mountain.

The mother bear has a catalogue 
of information she needs to teach 
her cubs. They need to learn how to 
identify and locate the plants, animals 
and insects they will depend on for a 
healthy life.

Unfortunately, the early spring 
food sources do not even provide 
bears with enough calories to 
maintain their weight. They continue 
to lose mass well into the summer. At 
that time, more abundant and higher 
quality food is present. Their most 
sought after, and nutrient-rich food, 
is huckleberries, a bear’s primary 
and preferred food source, followed 
by spawning kokanee where they are 
available.

It is crucial for the mother bear to 
find these high quality food sources in 

order for her to produce nutrient rich 
milk for her growing and insatiable 
brood. The cubs will continue to 
supplement their diet with their 
mother’s milk until they hibernate for 
the first time in the late fall.

A new study published in Nature 
explored how eating human food, 
either through foraging through 
garbage or eating crops, affects 
black bears’ hibernation. The team 
found that bears that eat human food 
hibernate for shorter periods, thus 
accelerating their cellular aging.

The Valhalla Wilderness Society 
Bear Smart program encourages 
valley residents to continue to reduce 
their attractants. For suggestions on 
how to reduce your impact on the 
magnificent creatures that share our 
valley, please contact us.

Area H Bear Smart Coordinator 
Kim Frederiksen at 226-6908, or 
kimbfrederiksen8@gmail.com 

Funding for cost sharing (50%) 
for electric fencing: Gillian Sanders, 
353-1137 or grizzlyfencingproject@
gmail.com.

A new coordinator to replace 
Bree Lillies for the villages of New 
Denver, Silverton and Area K will be 
hired soon.

www.wildsafebc.com
www.facebook.com/wildsafebc/

newdenver

submitted
Without a significant change 

in  approach by the federal 
government, British Columbia’s 
globally recognized craft cannabis 
sector will not survive legalization. 
This is the key conclusion of a 
discussion paper released today 
by Grow Tech Labs that captures 
the results of a just-completed 
province-wide consultation to 
establish a co-operative of small BC 
Cannabis Producers and Processors. 
Consultation meetings were held in 
Nakusp and Nelson last month.

 “Everyone agrees the inclusion 
of small cannabis producers is vital 
to the success of the legalization 
policy but barely a handful have 
survived the application process,” 
says Barinder Rasode, CEO of Grow 
Tech Labs. “This needs to change 
or BC will lose its competitive 
cannabis advantage. Without 
federal leadership, we are just 
blowing smoke when it comes to 
establishing a diverse marketplace 

Federal changes needed for BC craft cannabis 
to survive legalization: consultation report

and supporting the economies of BC 
rural communities.”

T h e  d i s c u s s i o n  p a p e r , 
‘Establishing a Craft Cannabis Co-
op for BC Producers, Processors 
and Retailers’ notes there have 
been only “a trickle of applications” 
from the 5,000–6,000 small medical 
producers in BC, discouraged by 
very low production caps, significant 
up-front investment requirements, 
consulting fees, non-specific criteria, 
lack of municipal engagement 
and financing options. The report 
includes recommendations for the 
federal and provincial governments.

In addition to identifying these 
advocacy priorities for discussion, 
the consultation report includes a 
governance framework and next 
steps to incorporate a craft cannabis 
co-op that delivers a sustainable 
alternative to the black market, 
maintains BC’s position as an 
international marketplace leader 
and ensures medical and recreational 
consumers across Canada and the 

globe have access to the highest 
quality BC cannabis possible.

A series of regional meetings 
will be announced later this month to 
review these proposals and the draft 
articles of incorporation for the co-
op for small producers, processors 
and independent retailers.

In February 2019, Grow Tech 
Labs and the Cascadia Agricultural 
Cooperative Association invited 
British Columbians to participate 
in a consultation process to review 
the concept, learn more about co-
ops, provide feedback and answer 
questions. Over six weeks, 10 
community meetings were organized 
with hundreds of sector leaders 
attending and providing feedback 
online.

To receive information, contact 
http://www.bcscpp.com/news . All 
communication is confidential. 
You are not required to disclose 
your address or pay any fees to be 
involved in the co-op’s development 
phase. 
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Advertise in the 
Valley Voice.  It pays!!!

Call 358-7218 for details  
 valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

Egg-Cetera Feeds is Closing 
On March 3, 1998 a newly-hatched business, Egg-Cetera Feeds, opened their 
doors in Winlaw. It slowly made its mark on the Kootenay area as a family-run 
business, being the first to supply certified organic feed in the Kootenays. We 
operated not only as a feed store, but also, as a small hatchery, farm supply 
and pet food store. Theresa Greig, with the help of her family, ran the business. 
Then, unexpected circumstances happened and Theresa could no longer run 
the business. Instead of closing their doors, she gave the business over to her 
mom, Sherry Miner, and helped whenever she could. Sherry has been running 
the business for over 11 years now. Theresa & Sherry have enjoyed getting 
to know all the customers that have supported the store for the last 21 years.  

Once again, unforeseen circumstances have struck and this time we must close 
our doors.

Theresa and Sherry would like to 
thank ALL of you – individuals, farms 
and local businesses, who continued 
to support us throughout the years. 

On Saturday, May 4, 2019 we will be 
having a going out of business sale from 
10:00 – 5:00 pm. Discount prices will be 
in effect, so don’t miss it. Come and get 
your final needs and say good-bye.

Construction Equipment, Garden Tools, 
Pressure Washers, Trailers, Skidsters, 

Backhoe Attachments, 
Grapple Attachments, and More!!!
Also home of Arrow Lake Movers, 
Arrow Lake Storage & U-Haul, and 

Arrow Lake Property Services.
Hot Springs Road, Nakusp just off the highway • 250-265-8386

submitted
The bridge on the Galena Trail 

just east of Denver Canyon has been 
closed due to structural concerns, 
says the Regional District of Central 
Kootenay. A grant application has 
been submitted to the ‘Investing in 
Canada Infrastructure Program’ to 
repair the boardwalk and take care of 
some other issues. If the application 
is successful, work will commence as 
soon as possible to make the necessary 

Bridge closed on the Galena Trail
repairs to the boardwalk.

The closure happened earlier 
this month. The RDCK asks users 
to respect the signs and stay off the 
boardwalk portion of the trail until 
further notice.

This section of Galena Trail can 
still be used by walkers and riders as 
an out-and-back.  The lower trail from 
Denver Siding to Rosebery is fully 
open and trail users are encouraged 
to use this section, as well as the 

numerous other trails in New Denver 
and surrounding area.

Until the bridge is rebuilt, walkers 
and riders won’t be able to shuttle up 
to the Three Forks trailhead from New 
Denver and then hike or ride down the 
Galena trail back to the Denver Siding 
trailhead. Many riders use Galena as a 
gateway trail from New Denver to the 
unsanctioned Idaho Peak trails and this 
too won’t be possible. However, the 
Three Forks trailhead can be used to 

access the unsanctioned Idaho Peaks 
trails, as well as for access to the K&S 
Trail to Sandon and Payne Bluffs. 

A marked map of the location of 
the closure can be found on the RDCK 
website: rdck.ca/assets/Services/
Parks/Documents/2019-03-22%20
GAT%20Boardwalk%20Trail%20
Closure.pdf

Information on alternate loops and 
trail combinations using the section 
of Galena Trail between Three Forks 
and the cable car at Alamo siding are 
available on trail information sites 
such as Trailforks.com or from local 
business locations in New Denver. 
These trails are not part of the Galena 
Trail and are used at your own risk. 

submitted
Spring is officially here and with 

it folks are stepping out to share their 
winter whilings. 

A Community Coffee House is 
the perfect venue for that activity and 
one is scheduled for Saturday, May 4 
at the Silverton Gallery with the lively 

Slocan Lake Arts Council hosts coffee house, May 4
Matthew Fry introducing a slate of 
new talent. 

Fry will also be performing in 
addition to Straight from the Heart, 
The Shifting Winds, (a wind ensemble) 
Patr ick McGovern & fr iends, 
Nakapella, (a six member acapella 
group featuring Shelley Thring and 

Shirley Weatherhead).
In addition, there will be a couple of 

surprise dance acts and a retrospective 
slideshow. The evening will wind up 
with a set of dance music by local 
band Dirty Laundry: Craig Besinque, 
Dominic Raso and Al Arnett.

The fun gets underway at 7:30 
and promises to be a fun evening 
of mini performances and musical 
entertainment. Refreshments, both 
savoury and sweet will be available. 

Everyone is welcome to attend. 
Admission is by donation with all 
proceeds to benefit the ongoing 
endeavours of the local arts council. 

submitted
On Friday, May 3 from noon to 

2:30 pm, Nelson and area youth will be 
conducting their second school strike 
for the climate in front of Nelson City 
Hall. Millions of students all over the 
world are striking as a way to demand 
climate action. 

The first strike in Nelson, on March 
4, had a turnout of over 200 students. 
Youth planners expect even more this 
time. “We are asking that everything 

School strike for climate change set for May 3 in Nelson
necessary is done so that we can keep 
global warming below 1.5 degrees,” said 
Daniela Sirois Ennis, a grade 10 student 
at WE Graham. “This means we have to 
cut carbon pollution by 45% by 2030. We 
need leaders to set valiant goals that will 
be put into action immediately.”

Adult supporters are welcome to 
attend, but this is a youth-focused event. 
An open mic for youth will be available 
after a march. Creative and colourful 
signs are encouraged.
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Columbia Basin. Deadline for proposals: 
May 31, 2019. Criteria: Originality, 
durability, quality and aesthetic appeal. 
Submitting artists must include: Name, 
address, phone number, email, website (if 
you have one), a one-page Artist statement 
and/or Bio. Images, photo or jpeg, of 3 
prior sculptural works. Proposed sculpture 
info: Title, medium, height, width, depth. 
Drawings of proposed sculpture. Estimated 
cost of sculpture. Please send Proposals to: 
Village of Nakusp, Attention: Public Art 
Committee, Box 280, Nakusp BC V0G1R0 
or tzeleznik@nakusp.com

A R R O W  S L O C A N  T O U R I S M 
ASSOCIATION AGM:  Apri l  25, 
TONIGHT! At Bosun Hall, New Denver, 7 
pm. Please come to this new association’s 
inaugural AGM! ASTA was formed for 
tourism marketing of the Arrow Lakes and 
Slocan Valleys. Guest speaker: Andrea 
Ryman of Destination Castlegar will talk 
about Castlegar’s experience with its tourism 
marketing organization. Refreshments, 
sweet and savoury goodies. All welcome!

ENVIRONMENT

Appointments can be scheduled by contacting 
his Nelson office at 250-352-5135

Dr. Brennan comes to New Denver and Nakusp every week: 
Slocan Community Health Centre on Tuesday Afternoons; 

Arrow Lakes Hospital on Wednesday.  
Offering Chiropractic, Concussion Management, Cold Laser Therapy, 

Custom Orthotics, Auto Injury Care and many more services. 
www.activebalancechiro.ca

Dr. Michael Brennan • Chiropractor
Over 10 years experience

info Open 1 pm to 4:30 pm Tues. to Sat.

Bikes, Skis, 
Snowshoes

Sales and 
Maintenance 

Call Shon
250-265-3332

shonsbs@gmail.com

• BICYCLE

RECYCLING

Hand & Soul 
Wellness Centre

202 Lake Avenue, Silverton
CHIROPRACTOR:  Dr. Larry Zaleski
Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care
Silverton: Mondays  &  Friday afternoon – Winlaw & Na-

kusp on Alternating Wednesdays (plus every 4th Thursday 
afternoon in Winlaw)

COUNSELLOR:  Sue Mistretta, M.A. 
19 years experience helping clients working with anxiety, 
depression, grief, self esteem, health crisis, life transitions 

or simply are feeling stuck or uninspired.  
Offices in Silverton & Winlaw  

Call 250-358-2177 for appointments
Visit www.handandsoul.ca

Support the Valley Voice with a 
voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30
Send Cheque or Money Order to: The Valley Voice 

Box 70 New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0

DAWN DEVLIN
Advanced Ortho-Bionomy Practioner 

& Certified Reflexologist
20+ years experience

For Appointment in Nakusp call:
Phone: 250-265-1796 • www.dawndevlin.ca

WE DO OIL CHANGES – We stock oil & filters 
for most common vehicles! • NEW TIRE 

SALES – Installs, Repairs & Changeovers • 
GENERAL MAINTENANCE & REPAIR

TUES

Alongside Mountainberry

250-358-7199

CLASSIFIED ADS
ANNOUNCEMENTS

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES
CALL FOR ENTRY

COMING EVENTS
AUTOMOTIVE

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

PHOTOGRAPHY

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $19.50 
+ GST

ACCOMMODATIONS

STEEL TOE JOE’S
Automotive Repair

Joe Shaw
Owner & Journeyman Technician

3804 Pine Rd. Krestova, BC

778.454.0180
stjautomotive@gmail.com

Grow Your Own
Indoor & Outdoor Garden

Supplies, Knowledgeable Staff, 
Regular Hours

Mon – Sat   9 am - 5 pm Business Classifieds start at $10.00
Call 250-358-7218 for details

Smokey Creek Salvage
FREE DROP OFF 

of most appliances, all metals, 
power tools, lawn mowers, etc.
250-359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539

3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

GARDENING

Tyson Bartel  •  226-6826   
Feldenkrais/Somatic Yoga

Mondays & Tuesdays  
9:30-11 am • $12  

bindustudio.ca  Winlaw             
Intro Bodywork $30/Hour 
* Thai Massage * Reflexology 
* Feldenkrais * Yoga Therapy

Healing Suites Collective
#4-5729 HWY 6,  Winlaw 

sacredearthsomatics.com

BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award 
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza. 
250-353-2282.
KASLO HOUSING SOCIETY Housing 
Coordinator, assisting residents of Kaslo 
and Area D with affordable housing. 
Office hours: Tuesday 1-3, Wednesday & 
Thursday 9-12 or by appointment. #23 The 
Langham, Kaslo. 250-353-8363. Funding 

for this position thanks to CBT and RDCK/ 
Kaslo EDC.
RAFAEL IS BACK from wanderings in 
South America. His Pico de Gallo, salsa 
and hummus is available at Rutabaga’s now. 
Keep your eyes open for Rafael’s Tacos and 
Burritos in June.
HELP OUR COMMUNITY USE LESS 
PLASTIC! REACT wants to restart! Clean 
your closets and find your reusable bags. 
Bring them to the school and we will start 

making bags available at New Market. 
Once that is established we will move on 
to other businesses. A new environmental 
team is starting at Lucerne School and we 
want to decrease the amount of plastic in our 
community. Any questions contact Cassie at 
Lucerne. How to use your REACT bag: 1) 
Take a bag, or more if needed. Bags are free! 
Clean ones are hanging. 2) Share them. If 
you no longer need them, please take them 
to the designated RETURN box. 3) Reuse 
them. The REACT team will regularly wash 
the returned bags and re-stock them for 
further use in local stores. Thank you for 
helping us make a difference!

TOYOTA RAV4 FOR SALE: 2012 
4-wheel drive RAV4 Toyota SUV, the perfect 
‘Kootenay Cadillac.’ One owner, well-
maintained, in very good condition, includes 
set of winter tires on rims. 98,200 kms. 
$17,500 OBO. Call Lorna Visser at 250-358-
2722 or email lvisser@xplornet.com

THE VALLEY VOICE owners are 
thinking about succession planning! We 
invite community members interested in 
the newspaper business (or learning about 

the newspaper business) to contact us by 
email: valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca. Serious 
inquiries only, please.
WORK YOUR DREAM JOB and be 
your own boss with help from the Self 
Employment program at Community 
Futures! Through this program you will 
receive business plan instruction and 
ongoing business training and coaching 
while you start your business. And if 
you’re eligible you will usually also receive 
financial support for the first year. To learn 
more call 265-3674 ext. 201 or email 
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.
THINKING OF STARTING, buying 
or expanding your own business? If so, 
Community Futures offers business loans, 
counseling & training; and delivers the 
Self Employment program in the Arrow 
& Slocan Lakes area. For more info leave 
a message at 265-3674 ext. 201 or email 
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

VILLAGE OF NAKUSP PUBLIC ART 
COMMITTEE is now accepting proposals 
for sculptural public art works. Selected 
sculpture will be located on Broadway 
Street. Eligibility: Artists residing in 
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Support the Valley Voice with 
a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30 

Spring Hours
Tuesday – Saturday
10:30 am - 4:30 pm
Closed Sunday & 

Monday
Main Street, New Denver

250-358-2178

HOURS
9 AM - 9 PM

Kaslo Clothes Hanger

Open Thurs - Sun

Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area. 
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

New Market Foods
518 6th Ave • New Denver
250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290

email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm
Certified by the Province of BC to test drinking water

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

GIFTS

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription
Only $10-$30 

Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0

AGRICULTURE

Bill Lander 
REALTOR®
 
250-551-5652

bill@billlander.ca

Serving the Slocan Valley 
for the 14th year.

Offices in Nakusp, Nelson, 
Kaslo & Trail

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

slocan city 
trading 
buy • sell • trade 

guitars • cars • art • antiques 
• musical instruments 

250-355-2299 
9 to 5 

Repair and refinish guitars, 
furniture etc. 

We buy guitars

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

H. A. Benson Inc.
Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0

Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

• All Organic Produce
• All Organic Grains

– Bulk Ordering –

Community Discount Day:
Last Friday of  the month

9-6:30 Mon-Sat
Sunday 10-4

Downtown Winlaw • 250-226-7255

Gaia Tree Whole Foods
Community Market

DI’S ESTHETICS
– FULL SERVICE SALON –

Lash Extensions - $90 - Introductory price
manicures • pedicures • waxing & more

Lash lift & tint - $55
WINLAW • 250-226-7318

Personal Classifieds 
start at $8.00

Call 250-358-7218 for details

BIG DOG MUSIC
• Guitars and Accessories • Musical 
Instruments • Vintage Vinyl Records • New 
Vinyl Records • Stereo Equipment - Turntables

421 6th Ave, New Denver
250-307-0163

CAFÉ & CRAFTS

7 A.M. - 3 P.M.
11 A.M. - 3 P.M.

Business Classifieds start at $10.00
Call 250-358-7218 for details

COMING EVENTS
HILLS RECREATON SOCIETY Annual 
General Meeting Sunday, April 28, 3 pm, 
Hills Community Hall. Annual membership 
fee per household is only $5.
DIGITAL LEARNING DROP-IN: 
Tuesdays, March 19-May 7, 9-11 am, 
Slocan Learning Centre. Get free help with 
your digital devices (tablets, cell phones and 
laptops). Class aligns with bus schedule. For 
info contact Sayre Knight. 250-226-6949, 
sknight@cbal.org
BASIC PROSPECTING COURSE: 
Chamber of Mines of Eastern BC, 
215 Hall St., Nelson, April 29-May 5, 
Mon-Fri 7pm to 10pm, Sat. and Sun. 2 
field trips. $250 fee includes textbook 
and supplies. For more information 
or to preregister contact the chamber 
weekdays 9-4 at 250-352-5242, or 
chamberofmines@netidea.com

C O N V E R G E N C E  W R I T E R S ’ 
WEEKEND (JUNE 7-8) WARMUP: 
author Art Joyce and folklorist Mark 
Mealing, April 26, 7 pm, Langham Centre, 
Kaslo - film premiere and discussion on 
trickster figure, admission by donation. 
Also: free noon-hour “Coffee with a 

Writer” series - May 4 with Nakusp author 
Galadriel Watson, May 25 with Nakusp 
author Deirdre Dore, both at New Denver’s 
Outlet Youth Centre; and May 18 with 
Fernie author and Convergence workshop 
leader Keith Liggett, Nakusp Library. www.
widespot.ca/convergence-writers-weekend/
DUMONT CREEK BURIAL SOCIETY 
Annual General Meeting, April 30, 7-9 pm, 
at the Vallican Whole Community Centre.
SQUARE DANCING! 5 piece band ‘El 
Dorado Hoedown’ and live caller. April 27, 
6:30-9 pm at the Bosun Hall in New Denver. 
Beginners are welcome. Call 358-7158 for 
information.
S L O C A N  VA L L E Y T H R E A D S 
GUILD’S annual Yard & Yardage event! 
Sunday, April 28 from 10 to 2, Highway 3 
at Perry’s Bridge Road. Free admission to 
food, fabric, plants, yarn, craft supplies and 
members’ display. Call Lynnda 355-2267 
for information.
Café  Langham presents  DEAD 
CROW: PROLOGUE film & discussion 
Friday, April 26, 7 pm. Local author and 
performance artist Sean Arthur Joyce 
premieres a film of his performance poetry 
event, while Mark Mealing explores the 

Trickster theme in global culture. $10 
Donation at door. www.thelangham.ca
THE LANGHAM presents FREYA 
Friday May 3, 7pm. The captivating New 
Denver musical duo of guitar virtuoso Noel 
Fudge & concertmaster violinist Martine 
denBok produces beautiful, lush and 
intricate original soundscapes. $15 Willow 
and Sunnyside, Kaslo. www.thelangham.ca
CARPENTER CREEK LAST WISHES 
Society Board of Directors welcomes all 
to attend our Annual General Meeting. 
Tuesday, May 7, 2019 at 7 pm at Knox 
Hall. Questions? Call 250-777-1974 
Shawna Swan.
M O T H E R ’ S  D AY PA N C A K E 
BREAKFAST – May 12, Slocan Park 
Hall. 9:30 am-noon. $10/ adult, $5/ 12 and 
under. Plants for sale. Passmore Seniors’ 
raffle, kids’ baseball 11 am.
ROTARY PRESENTS: A story about 
Organ Donation, Tuesday, April 30, 7:00 
- 8:00 pm. Selkirk College, Nakusp. Free 
admission. Contact: 250-265-0002.

COMMUNITY COFFEE HOUSE, 7:30 
pm Saturday May 4, Silverton Gallery. An 
enjoyable line-up of mini-performances 
and music to entertain, with MC Matthew 
Fry. Refreshments available. Admission by 
donation. Proceeds to local Arts Council.
MOTHERS’ DAY BREAKFAST Sunday, 
May 12, 8:30-11:30 am, Slocan Valley 
Legion Hall, 502 Harold St. Slocan. 
Cost $10; Children 6 & under $5. Menu: 
pancakes, eggs, ham, sausages, hash 
browns, fruit, beverages. Everyone 
welcome!
WHOLE PERSPECTIVES SERIES: 
‘Reconciliation in Canada and BC’ with 
Nipawi Mahihkan Misit Kakinoosit, of 
the Young Wolves Warrior Society - Cree 
Nation, Wednesday, May 1, 7-9 pm, 
Vallican Whole Community Centre. Cross 
bridge at Passmore and follow signs.
WHOLE SCHOOL SPRING MARKET 
FUNDRAISER! Saturday, May 11, 10 am-3 
pm at the Whole School! Festive plant 
sale, kids activities and crafts, traditional 
Mexican concession, live music, local 
vendors, & chair massage.  Adult admission 

$2 (kids 12 and under free). Call 250-226-
7737 for info.
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C A R P E N T E R  C R E E K  L A S T 
W I S H E S  S O C I E T Y p r o v i d e s 
information on preplanning for death 
and advice for alternative funeral 
arrangements. Ph: 250-777-1974. www.
carpentercreeklastwishessociety.ca 
NELSON & AREA ELDER ABUSE 
PREVENTION Resource Centre: 250-352-
6008 NelsonElderAbusePrevention@gmail.
com/ www.nelsonelderabuseprevention.ca. 
Drop-in Wednesdays 12-2 pm, 719 Vernon 
Street, Nelson. Nelson and District Seniors 
Coordinating Society.

90 DAYS TO A BETTER DOG: relaxed 
walks, come when called, have fun. Learn 
more at www.proudofmydog.ca

SMALL HOUSE IN NAKUSP, BC, 700 
sq. ft. on .37 acre, quiet cul-de-sac. Shed and 
garden tools included. $178,500. By appt. 
only. 250-517-8797.

ARE YOU TIRED of paying huge $$$ for 
legal cannabis? At www.kootenaysungrown.
com we offer mobile cannabis gardening 
services. Grow your rights! Providing 
support to citizens 19 & up who would like 
to produce a safe and affordable crop on 
their private property as allowed by federal 
and provincial legislation.

VALHALLA FOUNDATION FOR 
ECOLOGY  is looking for a used 
aluminum canoe for one of their wetland 
projects. Wayne McCrory: 250-358-7796. 
waynem@vws.org

WANTED

NOTICES

IN MEMORIAM

GARDENING

COMMUNITY

HARDWOOD FLOORS 
WHOLESALE

SOLID 3 ¼ x ¾ OR ENGINEERED. 6 PLY. TOP 
WEAR 2 mm-5” WIDE PREFINISHED ALUMI-
NUM OXIDE, SMOOTH OR BRUSHED. $4.59 
SF PLT. AVAILABLE IN 6”-7 ½” – 8 ¾” WIDE. 
INFLOOR HEAT COMPATIBLE. 25 YEARS 

GUARANTEE. AND MUCH MORE.
AT JUAN’S 1503 HWY 3A 

THRUMS (CASTLEGAR) BC
250-304-7466 • 250-399-6377 

Mon-Sat 8:30 am - 5 pm

mobile	 (250) 551-TIME (8463)

Jim Pownall 
& Co.

LOG & TIMBER 
FRAME HOMES

Crane Service
New Denver • BC

250-358-2566
jpownall@telus.net

HALL LUMBER 
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat 
10 am to 5 pm

PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd. 

Edgewood, BC

• Registered Septic System 
designer and installer •
• Ready Mix Concrete • 

• Lock Blocks • Drain Rock • 
• Road Crush • Sand & Gravel • 

• Dump Trucks • Excavator • 
• Crusher • Coloured Concrete • 

• Site Preparation •
Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
Ph. 265-4615 • vieirac@telus.net

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN 
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Indoor Garden 
Supplies

Castlegar
250-304-2911

1730 Hwy 3, Selkirk Spring Building
dan@canadiangardensupply.com

Safety, Service, Satisfaction
Installation and maintenance
jim@jemsgas.com

Wired by Alex
Electrical Contracting Ltd

Alex Joseph

250-358-7721

Crescent Bay 
Construction Ltd.

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431 
• Email cresbay@telus.net

Leaf Cabinetry
Residential & commercial 

cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC

250.226.7441 
www.leafcabinetry.com

CONSTRUCTION
FOUNDATIONS • ROOFING • RENOVATIONS

Specializing in Timber Framing
Cell: 250-265-8503 Home: 250-265-2278

• BONDED Journeyman carpenter 

• HPO Licenced Builder #42639 

Tyler Paynton • 250.777.3654 • silverridgeearthsnow@hotmail.com

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
• Power Trowel • Concrete Finishing

• Concrete Stamping and Acid 
Staining • Forming • Tile Setting

• Cultured & Natural Stone Installation

CREATIVE MASONRY SOLUTIONS 
FOR YOUR HOME AND BUSINESS

           Patrick Baird
            250-354-8562
              elementconcrete.ca

K & A
Kent & Arlene Yardcare Services

Housewatch • Free Estimates
358-2508 • 358-7785 • 505-8210

wyofonoff1@yahoo.ca

Darrell A. Olsen 
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
Box 595 Nakusp, BC	 Cell: 250-265-1342
VOG 1R0		  Phone: 250-265-4621

MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter 

TimberFrame Homes
    Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall

Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding

Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales

                 dave@maddentimber.com
                          250 265 1807

Licensed Residential Builder & General Contractor 
Design • Project Management • Building Services 

www.trctimberworks.com

Suite 3, 622 Front St 
Nelson, BC Vll 4B7 
   C: (250)551-6584

Tim Reilly

T: (250) 551-7127
E: joszef@airpost.net

PAINTING

Support the 
Valley Voice with a 

voluntary subscription
Only $10-$30 

Send Cheque or Money Order to: 
Valley Voice, Box 70, 

New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0

HELP WANTED

PETS

REAL ESTATE

SERVICES

ALL ARE INVITED to the Slocan Lake 
Arts Council AGM & Special Meeting 
for members on Sunday, May 26 at 2 pm. 
Lunch will be provided for attendees.

EXPERIENCED BC REGISTERED 
MUSIC TEACHER new to Vallican area 
with openings for piano students, age 5 
and older, at all levels in modern, classical 
and jazz styles. Adults and special needs 
students welcome. Contact Carmen (250) 
226-6951.

AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING 
CONTAINERS 20 ft. and 40 ft. sizes. 
Kootenay Containers Sales & Rentals, 
Castlegar. 250-365-3014. 
WATKINS PRODUCTS,  HAND 
CRAFTS – Bertha Williams, #11 – 217 
Zacks Rd. 250-265-9080.
BAND-SAW MILLED mixed dimension 
lumber and timbers up to 10” x 10”. Cedar 

COMING EVENTS

EDUCATION

HEALTH
FOR SALE

4” x 4”s,1” x 8”, etc. 208 Laktin Road, Hills, 
BC. Call 250-358-7796. For custom milling 
call Robert Vandewere: 250-505-2453.

ELVENDAL FARM GREENHOUSE in 
Hills – Growing wide variety of veg and 
flower starters. Greenhouse opens May 4 
until mid June at 113 Reibin Rd. in Hills. 
Also find us with robust starts at May Days 
in New Denver May 19, Kaslo May 20, and 
Nakusp Farmers’ Market. Pre select with 
our order sheet, 358-2660. 

YOGA IN SILVERTON – THE 
INWARD JOURNEY: Monday and 
Thursday mornings 9-10 am. Honour your 
body by reducing stress, building strength, 
flexibility and balance. Upper story of the 
fire hall in Silverton. Only 5 minutes from 
New Denver. Open to all levels. Come 
and share mindfulness and the exultation 
of inner flow.

WINTER CHEF - Mount Carlyle 
Backcountry Lodge: Looking for an 
experienced backcountry chef to work at 
Mount Carlyle Backcountry lodge, located 
in the West Kootenay, for the 2019-20 winter 
season. Must have at least 5 years of relevant 
baking and kitchen experience. Must live 
within 2.5 hours of Nelson. Must have 
extensive experience with menu planning, 
prepping, and shopping. Must be mature, 
social, professional, organized, and reliable. 
Must have a flexible winter schedule. 
Please send resume and cover letter to Eryn 
Prospero: erynprospero@gmail.com

W O R D P R E S S  W E B S I T E 
DEVELOPER wanted. Slocan Valley 
non-profit group upgrading website. Please 
send links to examples of completed work 
and hourly rate to svclstreas@gmail.com
SUMMER POSITIONS AVAILABLE at 
NEW DENVER VISITOR CENTRE: Seeking 
students and young adults up to age 30. Ideal 
candidates are friendly, outgoing, helpful and 
knowledgeable about the area’s amenities and 
attractions. The Visitor Centre is open from the 
May long weekend to Labour Day, 7 days a week 
in July and August and fewer hours in May and 
June. Some hours available in May and June, and 
5 days a week (days vary) 8 hours a day in July 
and August. To apply send a resume and cover 
letter by May 15 to the Slocan District Chamber 
of Commerce, Box 448, New Denver, BC  V0G 
1S0 or email chamber@slocanlake.com.

The NEW DENVER MUSEUM is seeking a 
student employee between the ages of 15 and 
30 to host visitors and to work in our museum. 
The successful applicant must have been a 
registered full-time student in the preceding 
year and intend to return to full-time studies 
in the fall. We are looking for a self-motivated, 
inquisitive and independent worker who 
works well with the public. Previous museum 
experience and computer skills will be an asset. 
35 hours per week for up to 13 weeks at $15/ 
hour. Days of work negotiable. Starting date 
May 26 or later, depending on applications 
received. End date August 24, 2019. A cover 
letter and resume must be received before 
May 17, 2019 at silveryslocanhs@gmail.
com or Box 301, New Denver, BC V0G 1S0. 
Inquiries? Call: 250-358-7181.

BILL PATTERSON 1961-2012

We cannot bring the old days back
Your smile we cannot see
We can only treasure the memories
Of days that used to be

-All our love from your family

SINGING HU EACH DAY can lead to a 
deeper understanding of yourself and why 
things happen the way they do in your life. 
It opens your awareness to new viewpoints 
and attitudes. Anyone can work with the HU 
regardless of age, background, or religion. 
http://eckankarblog.org/sound-of-soul 
Eckankar, The Path of Spiritual Freedom.
ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS 
a problem in your life? AA, NA and AL-
ANON (family) meetings can help. For 
information on AA: in New Denver, 250-
358-7158; Nakusp, 265-4216; Kaslo, 353-
9617; Heart of the Slocan Valley, 551-4104; 
Playmor Junction, 226-7252. For NA: New 
Denver, 358-7265. For AL-ANON (family): 
New Denver, 250-551-6540. Please, if 
you can’t get through, try another number. 
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by Jan McMurray
• The Recycle BC agreement for 

recycling services in the RDCK was 
presented to the board and approved 
for signing. The 12 core depots and 
additional satellite depots will be 
installed in six or seven phases over the 
course of the year, beginning in July 
or August. The first four core depots 
will be located at the Ootischenia 
Landfill, Crescent Valley Hall, Nelson 
Lakeside, and Town of Creston. The 

first two satellite depots will be located 
at Grohman Narrows Transfer Station 
and the Creston Landfill. Staff will be 
hired to educate users about accepted 
materials, hours of operation at the 
depots, etc. Recycle BC provides some 
funds for education. The old depots will 
be phased out as the Recycle BC depots 
are phased in.

• Water rates for residents on RDCK 
water systems were amended for 2019. 
Some of the increases are significant, i.e. 

South Slocan with a 36% increase and 
Woodbury with a 20% increase. Others 
are modest, i.e. Rosebery Highlands 
(5%), Burton (5%), Fauquier (3%), 
Edgewood (no change).

The rates have been set with self 
sustainability of the systems and safe 
drinking water in mind. An asset 
management plan has been developed for 
each system, outlining the condition of 
the infrastructure and a funding scenario 
for long-term upkeep of the system.

• Director Leah Main (Village of 
Silverton) was endorsed by the board to 
stand for re-election to the board of the 
Federation of Canadian Municipalities 
(FCM). FCM represents the interests 
of local governments on policy and 
program matters that fall within federal 
jurisdiction. Director Main has been 
involved with FCM for four years, and 
is working on a number of initiatives 
arising from the Municipal Infrastructure 
& Transportation Committee; the 
Environmental Issues & Sustainable 
Development Committee; and the 
Rural Forum. She will be delivering 
a short “FCM 101” tutorial at the 
upcoming Association of Kootenay 
and Boundary Local Governments 
(AKBLG) conference.

Area D
• The RDCK has received a $10,000 

grant from the Province for the Mirror 
Lakes Water Users’ Community Plan 
and Implementation Strategy. This grant 
is intended to support early and ongoing 

planning to ensure that environmental, 
social, and economic needs of the 
community will continue to be met in 
the years ahead.

• Glacier Creek Regional Park 
appointments: Gordon McLellan, Lori 
Rickman, Kelly Abey, Hall Orr, Kathy 
Volpatti, Don Edward, Larry Greenlaw.

Area H
• The Slocan Fire Department will 

be getting a slightly used fire engine 
to replace its old one. The 2010 E-One 
International pumper will be purchased 
from the US and will cost about $240,000 
(Canadian) including shipping. A new 
fire engine costs approximately $500,000 
in Canada. As fire engines have a 
certifiable life span of 25 years, a new 
engine would cost about $20,000 per 
year. Staff has been looking for more 
cost efficient options and has found 
equipment from the US for Beasley, 
Blewett, Ootischenia and Robson. The 
slightly used Slocan pumper will have 
an operational lifespan of up to 17 years.

RDCK board, April 11: Recycle BC depots to phase in starting this summer

submitted 
At its April 11 meeting, the Regional 

District of Central Kootenay (RDCK) 
board of directors joined municipalities 
across Canada and around the world 
in formally recognizing the global and 
local state of climate crisis. The board 
declared an imperative for all orders 
of government to undertake changes to 
building construction, energy systems, 
land use, and transportation, and explore 
opportunities to address the reality of 
the crisis.

The motion was brought forward 
by Leah Main, Director for Village of 
Silverton and Chair of the Community 
for Sustainable Living Advisory 
Committee (CSLAC).

“This resolution stands as a political 

RDCK board declares climate action imperative
statement that recognizes the serious 
situation we are in with climate change 
overtaking us, and a commitment from 
the RDCK to respond,” said Main. 
“It’s also a call to action for all orders 
of government. This imperative means 
we have an obligation to take a hard 
look at what we’re already doing, create 
opportunities to do better, and quantify 
the results.” 

RDCK staff will review previous 
plans related to climate change and 
adaptability—the Integrated Community 
Sustainability Plan (ICSP - 2010) and 
the Strategic Community Energy and 
Emissions Plan (SCEEP - 2016)—and 
will identify where opportunities exist 
to build on what is already being done.

In the RDCK, the impacts of 

climate change include an increasing 
intensity and unpredictability of weather 
related events (fire, flood, landslides 
and drought) affecting residents and 
communities, agricultural production, 
and recreation; heat, smoke and stress 
related illnesses; change of landscape 
and biological diversity; and threatened 
water quality through loss of source 
water.

“The physical loss of infrastructure 
like homes, roads and services is 
devastating, and the cost of repairing 
communities and lives is significant,” 
sand Sangita Sudan, General Manager of 
Development Services. “As residents in 
communities such as Johnson’s Landing 
and Grand Forks have experienced, 
the greatest cost often comes after the 
event – when property is so devalued and 
still at such risk that people are trapped 
between environmental threat and 
economic hardship. We must do all we 
can as a local government to safeguard 
people’s safety and way of life.”

In response to climate change, 
the RDCK has several commitments 
and projects underway that consider 
mitigation and adaptation strategies for 
climate change. These initiatives include:

- 100% Renewable Kootenays by 
2050 initiative, led by the West Kootenay 
Eco-Society;

- Regional Watershed Governance 
Initiative Scoping study seeking to 
investigate the RDCK’s role in watershed 
governance; and

- Regional flood and hazard risk 
assessment project that will identify the 
risk of flood-related disasters.

For more information about the 
RDCK’s response to climate change, 
visit the ‘Sustainability’ section at rdck.
ca/EN/main/services/sustainability-
environmental-initiatives.html.

by Jan McMurray
The West Kootenay Transit Plan is 

being revamped. Stakeholder workshops 
were held in six communities April 8-12, 
and public meetings are being organized 
for June. The plan will be finalized in 
October. A transit plan is a three- to 
five-year plan, “where we take a good 
long look at metrics, service reports, any 
comments we’ve received, and we reach 
out to stakeholders for their input,” said 
Tom Dool of the RDCK. The RDCK 
operates the regional transit service in 
partnership with BC Transit and various 
agencies, such as Arrow & Slocan Lakes 
Community Services.

Dool says “everything is on the 
table” during the review. Stakeholders at 
the workshop were asked questions like: 
What do you think the needs are? Are 
all user groups’ needs being addressed? 
Where do we need additional routes, 

New West Kootenay 
Transit Plan in the works

additional frequency of service? Some 
of the participating stakeholder groups 
included the Ministry of Transportation 
and Infrastructure, the RCMP, Interior 
Health, YRB, seniors groups, community 
groups, and Selkirk College. 

RDCK Director Leah Main from 
Silverton and chair of the transit 
committee, said the workshops have 
been “a really good opportunity for user 
groups to have input” and the upcoming 
public consultations will give people a 
chance “to find out about the process so 
far and provide input.” 

Dool said the West Kootenay Transit 
System is unique in that it connects 
communities in an area the size of a 
small European country. “This is not 
happening anywhere else in Canada so 
we’re getting attention from BC Transit. 
IH is very supportive of the health 
connection buses and MOTI is helping.”
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submitted
Café Langham presents Dead 

Crow: Prologue, a film and discussion 
Friday April 26 at 7 pm.

Local author and performer Sean 
Arthur Joyce premieres a film of his 
performance poetry event Dead Crow: 
Prologue and reveals the literary 
influences that went into his book-

Dead Crow shares his story at the Langham, April 26
length series of narrative poems.

A cross between the Haida 
Raven creator-trickster and the Celtic 
Morrigan crow-goddess, Dead Crow is 
a demigod with a bad attitude. Tens of 
thousands of years old, exiled to Earth 
for the sin of pride, he’s decided, for 
the first time, to share his story with 
humanity.

Special guest Mark Mealing 
will present ‘The Trickster in World 

Mythology,’ exploring how this 
archetypal theme reoccurs in various 

guises in cultures all over the world. 
Suggested donation $10 at the door.

Local author and performer Sean Arthur Joyce premieres a film of his performance poetry event Dead Crow: Prologue at the Langham, April 26.

submitted
Named after the Norse goddess 

of love, beauty and fertility, Freya is 
a musical duo that intertwines guitar 
virtuoso Noel Fudge with concertmaster 
violinist Martine denBok, producing 
lush, intricate original soundscapes that 

Freya at The Langham May 3
evoke the essence of the goddess herself.

Fudge wows audiences with his 
masterful combination of fingerpicking, 
strumming, and percussive techniques, 
while classically-trained denBok 
grounds the music with warm, sensuous 
tones and melodic characters. The result 

is an unmistakably unique sound that is 
fresh, playful and timeless and that pulls 
at your heart strings.

The Langham is thrilled to welcome 
Freya back! Tickets are $15, available at 
Willow and Sunnyside in Kaslo. www.
thelangham.ca.

Freya plays at the Langham, May 3, 2019.


