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by Art Joyce
It’s an eerie echo of the Lemon Creek 

fuel spill that shocked the Slocan Valley 
in 2013. On the evening of March 27, a 
fuel tanker truck went off the highway 
near the junction of Highway 3 and 
Highway 6 into the South Salmo River. 
Sgt. Chad Badry of West Kootenay 
Traffic Services said when emergency 
officials arrived they found the driver 
dead and the smell of gas so strong they 
had to leave the area. According to the 
Ministry of Environment and Climate 
Change (MOE), approximately 40,000 
litres of gasoline and approximately 
10,000 litres of diesel were spilled into 
the river. Limited fuel was recovered 
from the tankers.

The Salmo-Creston pass was 
temporarily closed to traffic, causing 
a major congestion problem on the 
Kootenay Lake ferry crossing. Some 
drivers reported having to sleep overnight 

Fuel truck accident causes spill in South Salmo River
in their cars due to multiple sailing delays 
that lasted until March 29.

Fortunately there are no registered 
water users, wells or community water 
systems downstream from the site. No 
American water users have been affected 
by the spill so far but Interior Health has 
issued a ‘do not use’ order for water at the 
Waneta Dam. IH advised residents who 
draw their water from the river between 
the crash site and the Salmo River at 
the United States border to be alert and 
check their water for any signs of diesel 
fuel including sheen or fuel odour. 
“This means no drinking, swimming, 
showering/ bathing or brushing teeth if 
a fuel odour is detected.” 

Remediation efforts are underway 
and the truck was removed from the 
river on March 29. MOE photos show 
containment and absorbent booms on the 
river deployed at a bridge upstream from 
the confluence of the Salmo and Pend 

d’Oreille Rivers. Ministry actions include 
a surface water sampling plan, wildlife 
management plan, waste management 
plan, a Shoreline Cleanup & Assessment 
Technique (SCAT) plan and an aquatic 
and habitat assessment plan. When asked 
what the likelihood of recovering such 
highly refined fuels is likely to be, MOE 
responded that “gasoline and diesel are 
non-persistent products, meaning they 
typically evaporate quickly when spilled 
to the environment.” 

On March 28 a contractor hired 
by MOE reported seeing half a dozen 
deceased minnows but none were 
detected on the following day. By March 
30, MOE reported that fuel sheening 
at the Salmo River impact site had 
“visibly diminished.” However, “aquatic 
assessments indicated mortalities of 
both fish and invertebrate species in the 
2 km section immediately downstream 
of the incident site.” Fuel sheen was 

noted over a 14-kilometre stretch of the 
river. Vacuum trucks and absorbent pads 
were also used at the impact site and air 
monitoring is ongoing. 

According to MOE, “the responsible 
person or spiller is legally required to 
clean up or manage the clean-up of a 

spill. In incidents where the responsible 
person is unknown, unable or unwilling 
to manage the clean-up, the Ministry… 
may assume the role.” These costs will 
be recovered by MOE contractors from 
the owner of the tanker truck, Westcan 
Transport.

MAKING ROOM AT THE NEW STILL EAGLE

FALL FASHIONS BLOWOUT SALE!
AWESOME DEALS in our new smaller space

421 Baker St, Nelson

SEASONAL 
CLEARANCE 

RACKS

50% off. Buy 3 - 60% off.

SYNERGY
ORGANICS

LIQUIDATION

$29, $39, $49, $59

This unique ski-bike was brilliant in the Slush Cup event at the Summit Lake Ski Hill Carnival on March 31.
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by Jan McMurray
It’s full steam ahead for the Mt. 

Abriel Recreation Site just north of 

Bike skills track work to begin this spring at Mt. Abriel
Nakusp. This spring, a huge pavilion 
will be built on site, the campground 
will open, and construction will 

begin on the bike skills track.
An open house on April 6 at 

Selkirk College in Nakusp was an 

opportunity for people to provide 
input into the design of the bike skills 
track, and to meet the Nakusp and 
Area Bike Society (NABS) board 
of directors and Mt. Abriel project 
manager, Dawn Driscoll.

James Norton from Bike Track, 
a company that designs and builds 
bike tracks all over the world, will 
be designing the skills track and 
was at the open house to gather 
feedback from riders. He said the 
bike skills track will have beginner, 
intermediate and advanced sections, 
and will be built to adaptive standards 
as much as possible. He estimated six 
to eight weeks to build the track.

Tristin Sinclair, Nakusp resident 
who competes in mountain biking 
events, dropped by the open house 
to share his ideas. He is very happy 
about the prospect of having a skills 
track near Nakusp; at this point, 
he has to travel to Nelson to train. 
He said the track will attract a lot 
of people if it’s designed and built 
well, and is looking forward to 
events being hosted at the new Mt. 
Abriel track.

An experienced trail crew with 
Alex Marshall as manager is ready 
to start on site early May, with the 
bike skills park starting later on 
in the construction year, NABS 
reps reported. CBT funding of 
$25,000 has been confirmed, and 
an announcement is expected soon 
for further funding for the $112,615 
project.

Another exciting addition to the 
Mt. Abriel site this spring will be 
a new pavilion. This covered area 
will be an inviting gathering space 
for events and picnics, Driscoll said.

The pavilion will be built with 
donated local wood. A truckload of 
logs has been donated by NACFOR, 
and a local mill will set up on site to 
mill the logs into lumber. 

“This whole project wouldn’t 
be possible without the generosity 
of local businesses and local 
volunteers,” Driscoll said.

A crew of up to six will build the 
pavilion under the direction of Caesar 
Dolhaine, who was construction 
manager for the Mt. Abriel bridge 
project last year. The pavilion 
project is funded by the Ministry 
of Social Development and Poverty 
Reduction’s Job Creation Partnership 
and is being executed with assistance 
from the local WorkBC office.

Also this spring at Mt. Abriel, the 
26-site campground will open. This 
fully accessible facility was built last 
year. Driscoll reported that the hiring 
process for a campground attendant 
is underway, and that NABS is 
partnering with the Arrow & Slocan 
Lakes Community Services social 
enterprise programs for firewood and 
bottle return services.

“There are very few trail 
networks with a campground in 
BC. We’re very lucky to have that,” 
Driscoll said. Not only will the 
campground provide revenue to help 
with the ongoing funding needs of 
the site, but it also allows people to 
come and stay.

“We want Mt. Abriel to attract 
people to our area,” NABS Director 
Randy Speers said.

When completed, the Mt. 
Abriel Recreation Site will have 
50 kilometres of trails for all 
levels of able-bodied and adaptive 
riders. NABS Secretary Shannon 
Glasheen said they anticipate two 
more years of trail building. NABS 
has a partnership with Kootenay 
Adapative Sport Association, which 
started as Sufferfest and is working 
on standards for adaptive trails. 

An open house on the Mt. Abriel bike skills track was held in Nakusp on April 6. L to R: Tristin Sinclair (rider), James Norton (consultant), Tucson 
Zoll (NABS president), Randy Speers (NABS director), Dawn Driscoll (NABS Mt. Abriel project manager), Shannon Glasheen (NABS secretary).
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by Jan McMurray
Victims of sexual assault deserve 

a much better response than they 
have been getting from police, 
victim services, health care workers, 
the justice system, etc. and Arrow & 
Slocan Lakes Community Services 
(ASLCS) is part of the movement to 
improve this.

The Stopping the Violence 
workers at ASLCS brought experts 
to Nakusp April 2-4 to provide local 
stakeholders with best practices 
training on how to respond to 
sexual assault survivors. About 40 
local people participated, including 
RCMP officers, doctors, nurses, 
ambulance workers, victims services 
workers, and counsellors.

The end goal for ASLCS is to 
form a Sexual Assault Response 
& Resource Team (SARRT) in the 
community to ensure a coordinated 
response to incidents of sexual 
assault. Representatives from each 
sector that would participate on the 
local SARRT were invited to the 
Nakusp training session. 

“We must ensure that sexual 
assault survivors receive dignified, 

compassionate and well organized 
treatment,” said Carlee Hughes of 
ASLCS at the introductory session, 
April 2. 

Hughes shared some telling 
statistics. In 2012, there were 
460,000 sexual assaults in Canada. 
Out of every 1,000 sexual assaults 
that year, only 33 were reported, and 
only three resulted in convictions.

“For years, communities have 
grappled with how to improve their 
response to sexual assault. The time 
has come for this to end,” Hughes 
said. “It’s been a part of our culture 
for far too long.”

Morgen Baldwin and Charlene 
Eden of Ending Violence Association 
of BC spoke about the societal 
attitudes and beliefs around sexual 
assault that do not hold up to the 
facts – that sexual assault happens 
in dark alleys by strangers; that if 
you don’t say no or fight back, it’s 
OK; that the perpetrator is working 
class or the neighbourhood drunk; 
that the victim is a sex trade worker, 
an emotionally unstable person, or 
someone who deserved it; that rape 
happens because of what the woman 

was wearing, because of drugs and 
alcohol, or because the woman owes 
the man because he bought her 
dinner and drinks.

“We have all heard these myths,” 
Eden said. “We do live in a rape 
culture. These attitudes and beliefs 
are engrained in us from a young age 
– how it happens, who it happens to, 
and who does it. We have to tackle 
these myths head on.”

Baldwin stressed that sexual 
assault victims also hold these 
beliefs, and this is a huge barrier 
for them to report the assault and to 
access services.

Efforts to change these beliefs 
and improve the response to sexual 
assault victims have been underway 
by community committees such 
as SARRTs since 1988, Baldwin 
said. “The committees are named 
different things, but they are all 
focused on systemic change,” she 
said.

Eden said that to implement a 
SARRT, “you have to get everyone 
around the table” to talk about things 
like response and referral protocols, 
public education, and training for 

responders. “Systemic change can 
happen when you put these pieces 
together,” she said.

RCMP Sgt. Stephanie Ashton of 
Surrey spoke about the “change in 
attitude” at the RCMP around sexual 
assault investigations since the Jian 
Gomeshi story broke and an article 
by investigative journalist Robyn 
Doolittle appeared in the Globe 
and Mail. These were “catalysts for 
change” in the RCMP response to 
sexual assault, Ashton said, including 
new and extensive training for all 
RCMP officers, better liaison with 
community partners, and external 
review of police investigations into 
sexual assault.

Going forward, Hughes said the 
ASLCS team would be gathering 
local representatives from each 
sector to create a protocol that local 
service providers can follow when 

they get a disclosure of sexual 
assault.

“We will be leaning on our 
supportive mentors at EVA BC 
for guidance going forward, the 
programs at ASLCS (STV Outreach, 
STV Counseling, Safe Home and 
Victim Services) as well as some 
volunteers to create the protocol,” 
she said.

Sexual assault response training hosted in Nakusp

Advertise in the Valley Voice.  
It pays!!!

valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

The presenters and ASLCS team members at the sexual assault training session in Nakusp included Jillian Koftinoff (ASLCS), Shelley Bortnick (ASLCS), 
Carlee Hughes (ASLCS), Morgen Baldwin (presenter), Stephanie Ashton (presenter), Charlene Eden (presenter), and Debbie Pitaoulis (ASLCS).
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continued on page 5

Thank you
I just wish to express my great 

appreciation for your recently 
published article on 5G technology, 
and the associated health risks. I 
feel very fortunate to live in an area 
where people are aware of these 
hazards, and where the news media is 
educated and open-minded enough to 
publish such important information 
to people.

A very deep thank you.
Diane Volkart

Winlaw

Arrow Lakes 
Caribou Society

I noticed with interest that a 
new Arrow Lakes Caribou Society 
was formed. I was shocked to read 
that no caribou were allowed to be 
members of the new society – only 
loggers, ATVers, snowmobilers, 
hikers, bikers, skiers and humans 
are allowed to sit on the board. 
No caribou, toads, any wildlife or 
untouched forests are welcome to be 
part of the decisions made about their 
existence. How fair is that?

PS: Sarcasm is intentional.
Walter Pasieka

Nakusp

Thanks for the 
5G article

Thank you for your article on 
electromagnetic radiation (EMR). 
With the roll-out of 5G, we are 
being subjected to the biggest 
experiment the human race and our 
surrounding environment has ever 
seen. Cancer rates are rising rapidly 
with a predicted one in two persons 
affected. While this rise is explained 
as a phenomenon of an increase in an 
aging population, it is my experience 
that this rise is not confined to the 
elderly.

Kudos to you for informing the 
public on this subject.

Celina Gold
Cowichan Valley

Whole new 
onslaught of 
greed in the 
woods

Is it not funny how government 
can adjust its goals, needs, and 
scopes with a simple flick of the pen. 
I am speaking of the change to the 
Building Code which will invite a 
whole new onslaught of greed in the 
woods. Rather than gifting absolute 
protection to all watersheds large 
and small and thus protecting the 
future, here in the driest March on 
record they gift away the watersheds, 
because, as we know, thanks to 
dismal management, there is not 
much else left. I also find the sign 
at Kalesnikoff Sawmill a travesty. 
“Take care of the land and the land 
will take care of you.”

Angelica Herlihy 
Grand Forks

We’ll all burn 
together when 
we burn

Remember Hans Christian 
Andersen? He told good stories, 
didn’t he? Remember the one about 
the emperor’s new clothes? There 
were these two crooks who had made 
him a set of new clothes so fine they 
could only be seen by honest and 
intelligent people. Emperor couldn’t 
see nothing, but he wasn’t about to 
admit he was dishonest, or worse, 
stupid!

So there was this parade, and as 
Danny Kaye sang it in the movie: 
“The King was in his altogether but 
altogether but altogether as naked as 
the day that he was born...”

Well, you know, there was 
this kid who piped up: “Hey! The 
emperor has no clothes!”

I am that annoying kid. Always 
have been.

And no, I’m not talking about our 
Right Honourable Prime Minister 

here. But you know, seems like 
we’re all sort of like perched on the 
branches of the same tree here. And 
they’re cutting it down.

Climate change is here to stay. 
Remember Tom Lehrer? He sang: 
“And we’ll all burn together when 
we burn (burn burn burn) and we’ll 
all burn together and we’ll all burn 
together and we’ll all burn together 
when we burn!”

Elsje de Boer
Fauquier

Points to 
ponder: part III

The government has spent and 
continues to spend millions upon 
millions of dollars destroying access to 
the backcountry saying it is a liability 
issue. The same government is liable 
for highway maintenance. So how can 
drivers be issued tickets for driving 
too fast for road conditions if the 
government is liable?

How old do you have to be to 
be responsible for yourself in BC/ 
Canada?

Proportional representation would 
have changed little until we return to 
the essence of democracy. In Trail, at an 
all-candidates meeting, the announcer 
said, “And now these people will tell 
you what they are going to do for you.” 
This is not democracy. This is party 
dictatorship. Is not democracy where 

you tell your representative what they 
are going to do for you?

In democracy maybe we should 
have representation by income?

We live in a province where you 
must pass an eye exam to hold a 
driver’s licence. So why is it that laws 
were changed to allow vehicles with 
dysfunctional headlights onto our 
highways to blind us when driving 
at night?

If a person is an eco-anything 
participating in an eco-activity, and 
if that activity involves burning of 
fossil fuels, does that make them an 
eco-hypocrite?

Why would an American company 
build a pipeline in Canada so that we 
could get world prices for our oil when 
the Americans are taking it off our 
hands for pennies on the dollar?

Why is it that Canadians were not 
made aware that our oil was, in effect, 
being given away to the Americans at 
the beginning of pipeline discussions?

Did Trudeau buy the pipeline 
to help Canadians or to bail out an 
American corporation?

Canada, China, USA – has all 
this political frenzy been created so 
that Canada’s trade with China is 
compromised and we are forced to 
continue giving our natural resources 
to the Americans, instead of realizing 
world market value for Canadian 
goods?

The Chinese are a noble and 

honourable people. So why does the 
media present news to form the opinion 
that we should judge the Chinese like 
Donald Trump’s Americans?

Is the delay and difficulty of 
appointing judges because they will 
only appoint judges that will cater to 
the government that appoints them and 
has nothing to do with qualifications?

Do you still think who has the 
whitest teeth in Canada is our #1 
concern?

For Canadians the toilet seat is 
down and we are getting peed all 
over. Do you think we owe it to 
ourselves to make sure we elect people 
to government that will first and 
foremost do great things for Canada 
and Canadians?

Ed Varney
Vallican

A fish rots from 
the head down

How naive and outright stupid are 
the caucus members and Liberal MPs 
that still try to back their dishonourable, 
straight-faced liar leader Justin 
Trudeau? They seem to have no idea 
of the separation of the executive 
branch and the judiciary branch of a 
democratic government.

Listening to the full-length 
testimonies of Jody Wilson-Raybould, 
Gerald Butts, and Michael Wernick, 
and now Jody again with new 
backup papers, including her phone 
conversation with Wernick, initiated 
by Wernick, one can’t help but get the 
feeling that Jody Wilson-Raybould 
is telling the truth and the other guys 
are trying to obfuscate and twist the 
facts. In their testimonies they could 
not recall their own crucial statements 
from earlier meetings. I ask: how 
come guys with such a high degree 
of dementia were in such high and 
important positions?
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continued from page 4
The latest twist from some of these 

Liberal MPs, that JWR had scripted 
what she said to Wernick, is outrageous 
and shows the evil intentions of these 
guys. Nobody in their right mind, who 
has heard the full phone conversation, 
can think that she prepared a script to 
bait Wernick into a trap. It’s Wernick 
who is doing all the talking and JWR 
simply stating her position, even trying 
to protect the prime minister from 
committing a grave judicial error. These 
guys are scumbags and ought to be 
ousted from parliament. I don’t think 
JWR wants to be in their company. 
They are Trudeau’s henchmen, trying 
to rescue him and the party in the next 
election. Justin Trudeau has to go. He 
has zero experience in governance and, 
as it turns out, has a low character. The 
old adage sums it up aptly: A fish rots 
from the head down.

To those who bemoan JWR taping 
the phone conversation: it was the best 
thing she could do when confronted 
with liars like those in the PMO. 
As UBC law professor Mary Ellen 
Turpel-LaFond stated, it’s nothing in 
comparison to the damage that Canada 
would have suffered in its lawful 
governance if JWR had given in to 
Justin Trudeau’s whims. There never 
were 9,000 jobs in jeopardy. That too 
was an invention, as head CEO of SNC 
Lavalin Neil Bruce stated on March 21. 
They lobbied but did not threaten to 
leave Canada.

As for JWR’s future, I hope she 
becomes Prime Minister of Canada 
as soon as possible. She is a person of 
thorough legal and political education 
and experience, of sound heart and 
mind and truthfulness, all in contrast 
to Justin Trudeau.

Richard Eichenauer
Fauquier

Mountain caribou, 
government, and you

Mountain caribou are a hot topic 
these days, with the federal Minister 
of Environment and Climate Change 
determining that caribou are facing 
imminent threats to recovery — 
including our very own herd here in 
the Central Selkirks.

Mountain caribou are a globally 
unique species that migrate up and 
down these mountains, living in old-
growth forests and on high alpine 
slopes. Once found in abundance, there 
are only about 25 animals left in the 
Central Selkirks herd. Other nearby 
herds are now locally extinct. 

As with many endangered 
species, the main problem is loss and 
fragmentation of habitat. For mountain 
caribou, threats are compounded by 
an altered predator-prey relationship. 
With fewer old-growth forests, there 
are more deer and moose, which 
brings more wolves and cougars, and 
caribou become easier prey. Further, 
we humans like to play in their habitat, 
and then the big cherry on top is climate 
change, which is changing snowpacks, 
caribou travel and their access to food.
Provincial and federal governments 

have just released two caribou recovery 
plans — a draft agreement under the 
Species at Risk Act (Section 11), as well 
a Partnership Agreement with West 
Moberly and Saulteau First Nations 
for herds in the Peace region. While 
the Partnership Agreement could be a 
model for herd recovery in other parts 
of BC, the draft Section 11 agreement 
provides little detail about the actions 
that might be taken in our area. 

A particularly concerning aspect of 
the draft Section 11 agreement is the 
weak approach to habitat protection, 
with no interim protections in place 
while recovery planning goes on for 
another two years. If we are actually 
going to recover this species which 
is quite literally on the brink of being 
gone forever, we need some habitat 
protections now while governments 
continue to plan.We live in the world’s 
only Inland Temperate Rainforest and 
there’s not much left of it. Protecting 
caribou habitat will protect these old-
growth forests, which is good not just 
for these animals, but for all of us.

Now is your opportunity to get 
involved. Review this important 
agreement and use the online feedback 
form to ask for habitat protection until 
the next steps are solidified: engage.gov.
bc.ca/caribou/section11agreement/. 

The Province is also holding public 
meetings, in Nakusp on Wednesday, 
April 17 at 5:30 pm at the Nakusp 
and District Community Complex 
Auditorium, and in Nelson on Tuesday, 
April 16 (check website for venue). 

Nadine Raynolds
New Denver

Yellowstone to Yukon 
Conservation Initiative

Addressing the 
facts re: cell 
phones and cancer

Wow! Five responses to my letter 
to the editor (VV March 14, 2019). I 
must have hit a sensitive nerve, because 
in his indignation, Art Joyce missed the 
whole point of my letter. I just wanted 
to express my annoyance with the 
way he always gets up on a soapbox 
to pontificate on his pet topic while 
supposedly reporting news – not get 
into an argument on the ‘facts.’

OK – let’s address the facts. Unlike 
Art (and his apostles), some of us 
still maintain an open mind on the 
possible health effects of exposure to 
radiofrequency radiation (RFR). I’m 
sorry, Art, but the jury is still very much 
out concerning the matter of what levels 
of exposure are safe and what levels 
may be harmful. I assure you, I am very 
interested in determining safe levels.

We are all exposed to natural 
background RFR, some of it residual 
from the ‘Big Bang’ when the universe 
came into existence. But in the modern 
age of radio, television, wireless 
computers and cell phones, how much 
can be added without risking negative 
health effects? That is the question… 
and because there are so many benefits 
to using devices that involve RFR, we 
want to find the answer.

Cell phone usage has expanded 
exponentially around the world since 
the mid 1990s. More than 95% of 
Americans now use cell phones. But 
according to the American Cancer 
Society, the overall cancer rate per 
100,000 individuals has seen a slow 
but steady decline since the mid 1990s 
– including cancers of the “brain and 
other nervous system” which has fallen 
from a high of 7.1 per 100,000 in 1990 
to a 2011-2015 average of 6.5. But 
don’t take my word for any of this. I 
encourage you to visit the American 
Cancer Society’s website (www.cancer.
org) where you can get very detailed 
current and historical statistics by 
cancer type, sex, race and ethnicity 
and state.

Referring back to the five responses 
to my letter to the editor, I’m seeing 
statements purporting to be fact, 
such as “… cancer rates more than 
tripled…” and “… the risk of cancer 
quadrupled…” References to “the 
harmful impacts of tobacco smoke” 
and “smoke that cigarette” and “able 
to induce tumours in rats” in these 
letters are clearly implying the link to 
cancer. But Art, your statement that 
“The scientific consensus among the 
top authorities in this field… is that 10 
years of heavy usage of a cell phone 
doubles the risk of brain tumours” 
has to take the cake! (I am somewhat 
familiar with at least one of these “top 
authorities” that you list. Did you know 
that when I googled ‘Magda Havas,’ 
Google immediately provided me with 
an autofilled list of topics to choose 
from, including ‘magda havas quack.’ 
And there was some interesting reading 
to be had when I clicked on it!)  

Twenty years has now elapsed 
since a significant portion of the 
American population started using cell 
phones – but incidents of brain and 
cancer in general continue to decline.

Rory Lindsay
Slocan

Changes needed to 
forestry legislation

What does the forest mean to you? 
For some it’s a place to play, for some 
it’s a place to work, a place to heal, a 
place to explore, to live.

I’ve spoken to some of our 
community elders in the past week. 
They remember the efforts they made 
getting parks created here in the past. 
Many of us live near and beneath these 
parks. When these parks were created 
local activists wanted and believed 
the government would provide even 
greater protection to the watersheds 
above local communities. This did not 
happen.

Now, all across the Kootenays we 
have beautiful parks but in the places 
closest to communities, our watersheds, 
we have clearcuts. What do you see 
when you look up? You can see them 
everywhere and they’re growing.

The fact is we have little to no 
control over our local forests. Logging 
companies are right now testing 
their power to direct police to arrest 
protesters without an injunction. The 

necessity of getting an injunction 
meant that a court had to say it was 
okay to arrest protesters. That law is 
being tested right now in Meadow 
Creek. I watched the videos and I 
saw the protesters speaking calmly 
and quietly – respectfully – while 
logging company employees yelled 
and threatened them. Then I saw a 
logging company employee run the 
barricade, knocking a protester’s car 
aside. Following that, the protesters 
were arrested – without an injunction 
– and charged with intimidation. Who 
were the intimidators?

Unfortunately, money from the sale 
of our forests, which are in a very real 
way our lives, is more important to the 
development of forest practices at the 
moment than our communities. For 
example, it is standard practice right 
now to spray kill deciduous trees to 
give room for more valuable timber to 
grow. Yet this deciduous timber is well 
known to be a natural fire break for 
communities that face growing wildfire 
threats each year.

Many advocates are seeing this as 
our window, with the Greens having 
some limited power in a coalition 
government. Coalition governments 
have always been known in Canada 
for the most progressive reforms. This 
government might listen if we in this 
province ask loudly enough for changes 
to forest practices.

Some of the changes we were 
protesting for on Saturday, April 6 
included more protection for local 
watersheds. We were also looking for 
more power for local forest district 
managers to decide what gets cut 
and what doesn’t. This is important 
because they might then decide that 
logging on unstable ground, like 
Perry’s Ridge, is no-go. They might 
also work more closely with our 
regional district representatives. We 
were protesting, also, for better fire 
protection management.

I would have liked to see more 
people come out for this historic event, 
to stand up for their community, their 
lives and the lives of their children. But 
I am proud of the little band that came 
together to show their support. 

Dan Spring
Winlaw

The world has 
become stranger

It’s the 21st century and we aren’t 
riding in flying cars, with robots to do 
all our work while we live in luxury and 
ease… the dream of people 100 years 
ago about how our times would look.

We have stupefying facts to ponder.
In the First World a massively 

popular series, Game of Thrones, 
fascinates its fans with a medieval 
fantasy world of magic, weird religion, 
monsters, and explicit sex. The 
European Middle Ages actually passed 
– and no one mourned them; now we 
have high-tech machinery, capitalism, 
medical miracles, democracy, women’s 
liberation, and freedom for the masses, 
among other advances upon medieval 
life. Yet people love to play faux-

medieval warrior or battle-maid. At 
least, tens of millions of Western middle-
class folk do, who made the Game series 
a mammoth success, and who also 
enrich the purveyors of onscreen games 
of war in medieval settings.

Now add to this strange anomaly 
– our 21st-century attraction to an age 
when brutality and warfare were rife 
and the large majority of people were 
living short, physically-punishing lives 
ruled by warlords and clerical hierarchs 
– another fact. Inequality by many 
measures (health, peace, rights, security, 
property) between the First World and 
the rest of the world is worse than it was 
during the age of European empires, 
and inequality between the wealthiest 
individuals and millions of humans in 
the bottom half of our global population 
means eight men own more than four 
billion other humans.

Meanwhile some bourgeoisie of 
the rich world plays a game, trying to 
find six Game thrones hidden in various 
lands (Canada, the UK, Sweden, Spain, 
Brazil) by HBO, the series producer. You 
need some toys. To play, one needs the 
internet and should own a drone to do 
some searching, and if one has money 
– plenty of people seem to – one can 
travel to these lands just for the fun of it.

Back to my point about medievalist 
fantasy and real history. Teachers told 
me humans learn from history, and I 
studied to be an historian. They told me 
an example of learning from history: 
the 19th Century English Industrial 
Revolution. 

Terrible, unconscionable suffering 
was inflicted on working people in the 
UK as it forced the poor into unlivable 
urban slums; capitalists brutalized them 
in mines and factories where hundreds 
died while people had no political 
rights to resist their oppressors and 
were forbidden to form “combinations” 
(unions). But Britain’s ruling classes 
became liberal and humane, human 
rights advanced, good laws were passed, 
and the bad old days can never return.

That was the story of progress I 
learned as a child and youth in the 1960s. 
Look at the world today. Do you still 
believe that story? Study more; nations 
industrializing after 1890 have chosen to 
inflict the same horrors on their people 
as England did to its citizens.

I have not mentioned the changing 
climate that imperils the lives of humans 
on the plane; I’ve said nothing about 
the industry of tourism possible only 
because of First World wealth, a global 
business that ruins the environment in 
many proven ways.

Truly, the world has become 
stranger and stranger to me the longer 
I live, and I cannot feel the optimism I 
once did that homo sapiens is a species 
that improves itself over time, and learns 
love for one another. I’m 67 – and here 
I am, demonstrating clichés about old 
people being curmudgeonly criticizers 
have some basis; I apologize for that 
to my age-peers. I know my negativity 
is my own fault and I must change – 
Neldor culture demands it. It’s all good.

Charles Jeanes
Nelson
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Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work, 
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal

WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS
359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539

3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

SNAKES IN SPRING
Common garter  snakes are among the 
northernmost reptiles in the world and range 
throughout the southern 2/3rds of BC. On emerging 
from their underground dens (hibernacula), they 
mate immediately then migrate to summer hunting 
grounds, often near water. The young grow inside 
the female until fully developed and are born live 
in summer, usually 10-15 per litter.

slocanlakess.com

SLOCAN VALLEY

115 Slocan Avenue · P.O. Box 40, New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
(250) 358-2316 · office@newdenver.ca · www.newdenver.ca

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
The Village of New Denver is now accepting applications for the following: 
Nikkei Internment Memorial Centre
	 • Museum & Collections Assistants (2 student positions available)
    	 • Museum Attendant (1 non-student position available)
Village of New Denver Office
   	  • Casual/on-call office assistant

Please submit a resume and cover letter to:
Village of New Denver,
Mail: P.O. Box 40, New Denver, B.C., V0G 1S0
Email: office@newdenver.ca
In person:  115 Slocan Avenue, New Denver

Positions will remain posted until filled. All applicants are thanked for their 
interest – only those selected for an interview will be contacted. Additional 
information is available from the Village Office. 

CIP/AAP COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
The CBT CIP /AAP Community Engagement meeting is scheduled to take 
place at 7:00 pm on Tuesday, April 16, 2019 at the Knox Hall (521 6th 
Avenue) in New Denver. The public is welcome to attend. The meeting is a 
good opportunity to hear about a wide variety of proposed projects submitted 
from community organizations benefiting New Denver and area.

ARBOUR DAY
The Village of New Denver is holding an Arbour Day on Wednesday, April 
24, 2019. We will pick up all yard and pruning waste that is placed at the 
curb by 8 am.  
Please ensure that: 
• all branches are bundled and tied and all garden refuse (leaves, etc.) is bagged.  
• all bundles and bags are an acceptable weight and that bundles are not 
	 more than 3 feet in length. 
Absolutely no household garbage or construction material will be picked up. 
On Arbour Day only residents that have trees or branches too big to bun-
dle are invited to take them to the old dumpsite from 9:00 am to 2:00 pm, 
where Public Works staff will be available. If you have any questions, please 
contact the office.   

OUTDOOR BURNING REMINDER
Residents of New Denver are reminded that outdoor burning is regulated 
within the Village of New Denver.  Permits are required for all outdoor fires 
except cooking fires contained within a barbecue pit or fire pit having a 
surface area not greater than four (4) square feet; or within a manufactured 
gas, coal or electric barbecue.  

Free burning permits are available from April 1 to May 15 and from Sep-
tember 30 to November 15 – for more information please contact the Village 
Office, weekdays between 9:00 am and 4:00 pm. Council thanks all residents 
for their cooperation.

VILLAGE OF 
NEW DENVER
PUBLIC NOTICES

by Katrine Campbell
• RDCK Wildfire Mitigation 

Specialist Joel Hamilton appeared as a 
delegation with Emergency Program 
Manager Chris Johnson to introduce 

New Denver council, March 25: FireSmart assessment programs starting up
the FireSmart programs to council. 
The RDCK has two programs – the 
Community Recognition Program is 
a neighbourhood-wide assessment 
with a local FireSmart representative, 
while the Home Partners program 
assesses individual homes and 
properties and recommends changes. 
Insurance companies offer a 10% 
premium discount for properties 
whose owners have a certificate 
of completion of the FireSmart 
recommendations.

• Council received a copy of 
a news release from the Ministry 
of Citizens’ Services announcing 
improved high-speed internet access 
in the Slocan Valley. The Columbia 

Basin Broadband Corporation 
will install 125 km of fibre-optic 
infrastructure; the question of last-
mile connection to peoples’ homes 
and businesses is still unanswered.

• Silverton’s Danika Hammond 
suggested in an email that council 
take advantage of Columbia Basin 
Trust’s  Community Outdoor 
Revitalization Grants to improve the 
appearance of the main intersection 
(Hwy 6/ Hwy 31A/ Main St). Acting 
CAO Catherine Allaway said the 
Village has no plans ready yet, but 
was considering applying for funding 
to update the plan for Centennial 
Park. The grants are available for 
three years; getting planning funding 
this year would mean the Village 
would be well-placed to apply for 
funding the following year for the 
actual work on the park.

• In his verbal report Mayor 
Leonard Casley said the broken 
water line under the Hwy 6 bridge 
had been repaired, capped and 
valved at both ends and could be 
put into service if necessary. In that 
case, water would be pumped from 
the lake and a ‘boil water’ advisory 
sent out.

• Councillor Colin Moss reported 
on his attendance at the Slocan 
District Chamber of Commerce 
AGM. There was a good turnout, he 
said, and a full board was elected. 

• Moss and Councillor John Fyke 
met March 25 with Matt Murray of 
the West Kootenay EcoSociety. Five 
communities in the West Kootenay 
have signed on to the concept of 
100% Renewable Energy by 2050. 
They talked about formulating 
a cooperative plan with village 
residents and other municipalities 
to work towards the goal. The two 
councillors will work with staff on 
creating terms of reference for a local 

committee, and will present their 
ideas and suggestions at the April 9 
council meeting.

• Councillor Gerald Wagner 
attended the Area H North TV Society 
AGM. The society, which provides 
TV signals to the community, is 
talking about going digital.

• Moss delivered his report on the 
March 21 RDCK meeting. The board 
directed its staff to complete the steps 
to transfer ownership of the Denver 
Siding water system to the Village. 

- The board directed staff to 
create a Slocan Valley Watershed 
and Ecosystem Guidance document.

- The possibility of the RDCK 
and RD Kootenay Boundary 
investigating the feasibility of 
establishing a joint shuttle/ freight 
service to Kelowna was deferred, 
pending the possibility of a private 
business doing the same.

• Wagner reported the gym floor 
needs refinishing and Recreation 
Commission #6 hopes to coordinate 
with Lucerne School when its floors 
are redone.

• Fyke reported on meeting 
with the Slocan Valley Economic 
Development Commission’s new 
coordinator, Ron LeBlanc. Fyke said 
LeBlanc has put a lot of work into 
investigating the cannabis industry 
in the valley, specifically determining 
barriers and opportunities to support 
the sector as it transitions into a legal 
market. There will be a symposium 
in Nelson April 11 to form an alliance 
or “they’re going to get crushed by 
the big guys.” 

Leblanc is also developing a 
communications strategy; working 
with other broadband proponents 
towards better internet connectivity 
and cell coverage; reviewing 
digital media to develop a strategy; 
exploring development of a business 

association; working with other 
groups on an attraction strategy, and 
developing an agriculture synopsis.

• Council approved transferring 
the Silvery Slocan Museum’s BC 
Hydro account from the Silvery 
Slocan Historical Society to the 
Village of New Denver. The society 
had asked for the Village to pay at 
least a portion of the bill, to cover 
heating and ventilation costs when 
the museum is closed in the winter. 
The Village owns the building.

• Staff were directed to arrange 
a Committee of the Whole meeting 
with reps from the Area H North 
TV Society to discuss municipal 
financial support. In 2014 the society 
volunteered to take a cut in its annual 
grant of $35,000, down to $19,700 
for a trial period of five years. 
Now it says its reserves have been 
depleted and if a large unexpected 
expense occurred it might have to 
shut down. It is asking for a larger 
grant ($25,000) and for a one-time 
amount of $3,000 to cover receiver 
upgrades.

• Up to four members of council 
have been authorized to attend the 
Association of Kootenay Boundary 
Local Governments conference in 
Castlegar April 26-28. Fyke has also 
been authorized to attend the CBT 
Climate Action workshop April 25.

•  Counci l  au thor ized  an 
appl icat ion to  the  Nat ional 
Association of Japanese Canadians 
requesting funds up to $5,000 to 
offset costs associated with the 
creation of a complementary 
educational booklet for the Nikkei 
Internment Memorial Centre.

• In an in camera session, 
council decided to offer Tracy 
Brown, the incumbent, the position 
of campground attendant for the 
2019 season. 

submitted
Artists and food vendors are 

encouraged to respond to an open 
call for a juried Arts & Culture Faire 
being planned for June 15 at The 
Vallican Whole Community Centre 
in the Slocan Valley. Applications are 
now available at slocanvalleyarts.ca.

“The arts are alive and thriving 
in our region,” says board president 
Peter Vogelaar. “An annual Arts and 
Culture Faire in the valley will help 
showcase the incredible talent and 
creativity happening here.”

The gorgeous setting will provide 
for artisan booths both indoors and 
outside, where performance, kinship 
and a children’s craft corner will be 
located. This will be a free event for 

Arts & Culture call for submissions 
all ages.

Hosted and organized by the 
Slocan Valley Community Arts 
Council, the Faire will take place 
Saturday, June 15 from 10 am-5 pm 
at the Whole, 3762 Little Slocan 
South Road in Winlaw.

The Faire will also be a major 
stopping point on the ‘Eat the Garden 
Tour’, a bi-annual culinary and 
horticultural journey through the 
Slocan Valley, happening the same 
weekend this year.

To apply, visit slocanvalleyarts.
ca and download the application form 
and guidelines. Cost of entry is $40 
with an active SVCAC membership, 
or $50 for non-members. Application 
payments will not be processed until 
after jury selection and unsuccessful 
applicants will have their payment 
returned.

Deadline to apply is April 20. 
Successful applicants will be notified 
by April 30.

For more information contact 
the Slocan Valley Community Arts 
Council at svcarts@gmail.com or 
visit slocanvalleyarts.ca.

Advertise in the Valley Voice.  
It pays!!!

Call 358-7218 for details  
 valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca
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• Fresh Meat Cut Daily
• Fresh & Frozen Seafood
• Freezer Packs
• Deli Sandwiches to go
• Awesome Cheese Selection
• Fresh & Smoked Sausage
• Smoked Salmon
• Awesome Beef Jerky
• Custom Cutting
• Weekly Instore Specials

KASLO & DISTRICT

250.353.2566
408 Front Street, Kaslo, BC  
www.figmentscanada.com

Chocofellar Easter treats and Easter 
cards are in! Lots of new products 

arriving for the Spring as well. 
Open Monday-Saturday.

Since 1986

250.353.2566
408 Front Street, Kaslo, BC  
www.figmentscanada.com

Since 1986

by Jan McMurray
• Twenty-seven properties have 

petitioned to be part of the sewer 
service. The Sewer Specified Area #1 
Amendment Bylaw 1235, which adds 
the 27 properties into the specified area, 
was read three times and is expected to 
be adopted on April 9.

Brought forward from in camera 
was the decision not to charge the sewer 
parcel tax in 2019, as the sewer debt has 
been repaid. Sewer parcel tax revenues 
were used to repay the debt in the past. 
Another reason to forego the parcel tax 
this year is that the 27 new users won’t 
have active sewer connections until 
September at the earliest. The $3,475 
connection fee from each of the new 
users will go into the reserve fund to 
cover repair and replacement costs. 
Going forward, the sewer parcel taxes 
will also be put into the reserve fund.

A letter from Anne Malik, received 
earlier in the meeting, asks that council 
not charge the sewer parcel tax in 
2019. “The delay of a Parcel Tax until 
such time that all 60 properties in the 
expansion area have been added to 
Sewer Specified Area #1 would ensure 
equity and fairness,” she writes to 
council. She points out that delaying the 
tax means the Village wouldn’t have to 
pay it in 2019, a year when the Village 

Kaslo council, March 26: Sewer area expands by 27 properties
has to pay the $3,475 sewer connection 
fee for City Hall. She further points out 
that delaying the tax gives the Village 
time to allocate taxation dollars in the 
budget to cover its share of the sewer 
reserve fund.

• Deputy Fire Chief Russell 
Semenoff attended the meeting to 
provide council with a report about 
the fire service, which has been a 
shared service between the Village of 
Kaslo and the RDCK since 2013. The 
department currently has 19 members, 
and has a goal to recruit eight more this 
year. In the Lardeau Valley, there are 
four First Responders: one in Howser, 
two in Argenta and one in Johnson’s 
Landing. Semenoff said that most of the 
department’s callouts are First Responder 
calls. In 2018, there was a change in 
the way emergency responders are 
dispatched, and this reduced the number 
of First Responder calls for the Kaslo 
department. “In general, the result is that 
we don’t respond to minor calls where 
we are not required,” Semenoff says in 
his written report. “However, for calls in 
the Lardeau Valley, our First Responders 
can provide more timely response where 
BC Ambulance response is delayed.” 
Semenoff said there were two serious 
cases in the Lardeau Valley in 2018 
where the First Responders were not 

called out, and this problem has been 
reported to the appropriate authority.

The RDCK decision to provide 
firefighters with remuneration has 
resulted in Kaslo’s fire chief being paid 
half time, and the deputy chief, assistant 
chief, captains and training officers 
receiving additional remuneration above 
their stipends. “While other departments 
in the RDCK have gone to the paid-on-
call model for firefighters, we remain on 
a stipend system,” Semenoff said.

•  Kas lo  Hous ing  Soc ie ty 
representatives Erika Bird, Kevin 
Flaherty and Tara Clapp reported on the 
society’s efforts, and asked council to 
participate on a committee or working 
group in the short term. They also asked 
for a meeting with the new CAO to 
discuss planning for the property the 
society leases from the Village.

• Mayor Hewat reported on RDCK 
business, and provided the RDCK tax 
requisition information for Kaslo. Kaslo 
residents collectively will pay $428,691 
in RDCK taxes in 2019, up 13.70% from 
last year. Services that have increased 
significantly ($5,000 or more) include 
the Community Facilities, Recreation 
and Parks service, the library service, 
the refuse disposal service, and fire 
protection.

• The Kemball Building Space 

Rental Policy was adopted. Space will be 
leased for six months at a time, with no 
commitment to a lease extension. Lease 
renewals will be dependent on the status 
of the building.

• Council received a copy of a letter 
from Pat Mackle, addressed to Berg 
Lehman auditors and copied to BC 
Bid in Victoria as well as the Village. 
His letter outlines his questions and 
concerns regarding the dike project and 
the gravel pit.

• A letter from Don Scarlett gives 

notice that the Kaslo Community Airport 
Management Corporation intends to 
terminate the agreement with the Village. 
“The KCAMC has been unable to 
continue its operation and fulfill its 
obligations due to loss of active members 
and consequently has returned all its 
funds to the Village,” he says.

• A letter from Daphne Hunter, May 
Days coordinator, makes many requests 
of the Village to ensure the event goes 
smoothly. The letter was referred to staff 
to review and prepare a workplan.

submitted
The Friends of the Lardeau River 

invites you to the Argenta Community 
Hall on Saturday, April 20 at 1 pm for 
‘How to Grow Oyster Mushrooms’, a 
two-part presentation by Robert Macrae.

The first part is an illustrated talk 
on mushroom cultivation in Japan with 

Learn how to grow mushrooms in Argenta
an emphasis on how it is integrated into 
the Japanese economy to complete an 
ecological circle. There are perhaps a 
dozen different species of wood decay 
mushrooms cultivated commercially 
in Japan. 

Many mushroom species cultivated 
in Japan are found growing wild in the 
West Kootenay and Columbia Valley. 
This is significant because it means 
mushrooms that grow in the local forests 
can be cultivated without need for 
heating in the winter or cooling in the 
summer, and the mushrooms have some 
resistance to local pests and disease. 

The second part of the presentation 
is a hands-on workshop. Macrae has 
collected oyster mushrooms locally and 
used them to prepare spawn. He will 
supply this (and possibly some shiitake 
and chicken of the wood spawn) to 
participants and demonstrate how to 
inoculate logs, and how to care for them. 
The process is not difficult and does not 
require agricultural land. It is suited for 
a hobbyist curious about trying to grow a 
few mushrooms and may be scaled up for 
someone wishing to explore commercial 
mushroom cultivation.  

Once the logs are inoculated, it may 
take a year or two before any mushrooms 
are harvested. Thereafter, mushrooms 
will appear every spring and fall until 
the log is fully decomposed – about 
three to seven years depending on the 

size of the log.
Macrae has an MSc from the 

University of Toronto, where he majored 
in plant pathology and mycology, 
and a BSc Agr from the University of 
Guelph. He was a post-graduate student 
at the University of Tokyo where he 
studied mushroom cultivation and forest 
chemistry and has taught environmental 
chemistry and applied microbiology 
courses at Selkirk College since 1996. 

Prior to working as a college 
instructor, Macrae was a production 
manager on commercial mushroom 
farms.

Kokanee angling season 
reduced on Kootenay Lake
submitted

The kokanee angling season on the 
upper west arm of Kootenay Lake has 
been reduced to four days in 2019, down 
from 28 days last years. The first two 
days, April 1-2, have already passed. This 
measure is an effort to support long-term 
kokanee conservation.

The 2019 kokanee regulation for the 
west arm of Kootenay Lake is catch-and-
release only all year except for April 1-2 
and July 1-2, 2019, when the daily quota 
for kokanee will be five.

This reduced angling opportunity 
is in response to uncertainty around 
current kokanee numbers. The 
reduction in openings will reduce 
the risk of overharvest to maintain 
spawner escapements for conservation. 
(Escapement is the portion of the kokanee 
population that returns to its freshwater 
habitat to spawn; escapement targets are 
the number of kokanee needed to meet 
conservation requirements.)

Kokanee are landlocked salmon 
and are second only to rainbow trout 
as the most popular game fish in BC. 
They are an important part of the natural 
ecosystem. Surplus kokanee, after 
conservation targets are met, provide 
an excellent fishery opportunity. The 
ministry and its partners will continue 
their management efforts to ensure the 
long-term health of kokanee populations.

For more information on freshwater 
fish and fishing in BC visit: env.gov.
bc.ca/fw/fish/.
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WEEKLY SPONSOR:

Nakusp
(250) 265-3635  www.selkirkrealty.com

PALS NEEDS YOU!!
Is your PALS membership up-to-date? 
Memberships cost only $10.00 per year 
and help support all the PALS programs.
Get yours today at Dog Sense Boutique 
in Nakusp or at the PALS Mother’s Day 
Plant Sale (coming up May 11). 

JOIN THE PALS TEAM!
Call PALS today at 250-265-3792.

by Katrine Campbell
• Three bylaws regarding off-

road vehicles were given three 

Nakusp council, March 25: Council deals with budget items and cracks down on off-road vehicles
readings. Bylaw 686, 2019 will 
regulate the operation of off-road 
vehicles within the village. Council 
requested staff prepare terms 
of reference for a committee to 
investigate potential off-road vehicle 
trails and make a recommendation 
to council. The committee will 
consult with the public and other 
interested stakeholders and take into 
consideration the Village’s Trails 
Master Plan.

Bylaw 496-5 will amend the 
Traffic, Street and Sidewalk Control 
Bylaw to remove sections pertaining 
to ATVs. Bylaw 684-01 will amend 
the Municipal Ticket Information 
Bylaw to remove sections pertaining 
to ATVs in the Traffic, Street and 
Sidewalk bylaw and add Schedule 15 
to provide for ticketing of infractions 
of Bylaw 686. 

• Council agreed to provide a 
letter of support for the Arrow Lakes 
Fine Arts Guild’s proposal to secure 
the forestry buildings at 1st St and 
5th Ave NW for a joint community 
arts centre, gallery and tourist info 
centre.

• Council voted to partner with 
Interior Health on pertinent projects, 
to assist with the promotion of health 

and wellness in the community and 
reduce the risk factors for chronic 
disease as part of the Healthy 
Communities initiative.

• Mayor Tom Zeleznik said it 
was time to look at an economic 
development commission in the 
Strategic Plan. He spoke about 
the Slocan Valley EDC, which is 
supported by three villages and Area 
H. Its coordinator, Ron LeBlanc, 
would come to Nakusp to explain 
what the commission does, Zeleznik 
said.

• Treasurer Mark Tennant 
presented the 2019 operating budget 
with a PowerPoint presentation. 
The mayor invited questions from 
the gallery. One person asked if the 
improvement in snow removal was 
because of the change in management 
at Public Works. Staff responded that 
the improvement was due to the 
lower snowfall. Asked if there would 
be work done on the campground this 
year, staff said there was a provision 
in the budget to prepare a plan for 
upgrades. 

• Council noted the Official 
Community Plan (OCP) is a priority 
in the Strategic Plan and debated 
ways of paying for an update. 
Nakusp’s was last done in 2007. 
The cost to update is estimated 
at $70,000-$80,000; Councillor 
Joseph Hughes asked about grants, 
but the CAO told him there were 
none. Council suggested taking 
money from the hot springs reserves; 
the CAO said the reserves came 
from revenue generated at the hot 
springs and were established to fund 
upgrades and improvements at the 
facility. In the end, council voted to 
increase the hot springs contribution 

to the general operating budget from 
$15,000 per annum to $55,000, to 
provide $40,000 to prepare a new 
OCP.

• The Village will provide $2,000 
and will partner with Dawn Driscoll 
and Mike Riediger to continue the 
‘Visit Nakusp’ social media platform.

• The 2019 operating budget of 
$4,503,704 was approved as follows: 
General Operating, $2,634,496 
(including tax levy of $1,033,296); 
Water, $547,640; Sewer, $435,968; 
Hot Springs $885,600. 

The hot springs capital budget of 
$70,000 was approved. Several items 
were removed from the priority list, 
while erecting a covered roof for the 

parking lot stairs was added.
• Council received the Public 

Works monthly report from foreman 
Bob Gresiuk. One item of note was 
the failure of the Powell Creek 
culvert, which drains into the lake 
below 1st Ave. SW. Gresiuk reported 
he had met with the Village’s 
engineer to discuss the best way 
to repair the culvert. The CAO 
noted the 2018 budget had provided 
money for an engineering study of 
the drainage system but it wasn’t 
done as the management change in 
the operations department decided it 
wasn’t a priority. There is no estimate 
of repair costs but staff will advise 
council at the April 8 meeting.

submitted
Cancer is a taker. It wants 

everything from us – our health, our 
confidence, our families. And it is 
relentless. Statistics say one in three 
people arm-wrestle with cancer, but 
what about the other two people? 

Our job is to stand in the gap. Fill 
the void with love, compassion, and 
our ability to go when our friends 
can’t. This is what The 24 is all about.

A team of eight paddlers will set 
out on April 13 for a paddleboard 
relay on Kootenay Lake in order to 
raise money to help local families with 
cancer. Team members Elaine Balestra 
(Proctor), Reta Boychuk and Kristy 
Holt (Nelson), Dianna Ducs (Harrop), 
Andras Lukacs, James O’Splinter, Mo 
(Maureen) O’Splinter (Rossland) and 
Jodee Meyers (Nakusp)

will gather in Harrop to inspire 
their communities to not let life pass 
them by, to have fun and raise money 
through micro-donations.

Their goal is to offer a breath of 
fresh air to families dealing with the 
wrecking ball of cancer. It is a chance 
for them to feel ‘normal’ – even just 
for a minute. Team Kootenay will give 
out donations in $1,000 increments to 
families in need and how it’s used is 
for the family to decide. This is not 
about research or finding a cure, this 
does not go to a charity. This is cash, 
in an envelope, put in the hands of 
folks who need it. It could help pay 
the utility bills, or buy some groceries, 
or maybe take the family away for a 
weekend to get a break from the chaos.

24-hour relay paddle to help 
families with cancer

The ‘Monster and Sea 24’ started 
in the early spring of 2015, when six 
people in Seattle, led by Troy Nebeker, 
did a relay paddle for 24 hours to 
raise money for families who were 
dealing with cancer. Their goal was 
to stuff five envelopes with $1,000 
each, and put those envelopes in the 
hands of people who could use some 
help at a really tough time. Through 
generous donations and support, they 
blew past their goal and raised more 
than $7,000, helping seven families 
in the process.

Since the first year, the Monster 
and Sea became a grass-roots 
movement. By 2018, the event grew 
to 26 cities with multiple teams across 
the US and Canada and collectively 
they raised $156,000.

On April 13/14 Team Kootenay 
will be joined by more than 40 
teams across the US, Canada and the 
Cayman Islands. They will all gather 
together as a community to paddle and 
say to cancer: “You can’t take today. 
Today is ours.”

At its core, the movement wants to 
accomplish three things: help families 
who are dealing with cancer, have fun, 
and inspire people and communities to 
not to let life pass them by.

Get going – do the things you 
love.

To support the fundraising effort 
of Team Kootenay, please visit their 
GoFundMe page gofundme.com/
monster-and-sea-24-team-kootenay 
and share their campaign with friends 
and neighbours.

Jodee Meyers of Nakusp surfing the Trail Wave on the Columbia River.
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by Jan McMurray
Provincial Rivers Biologist Greg 

Andrusak gave some insight into 
the collapse of the Kootenay Lake 
fishery in his presentation at the 
Lardeau Valley Hall on March 18. 
He estimates that it will be 10-15 
years before big Gerrards are back 
in the lake.

Andrusak and his team have been 
studying the population dynamics 
of the Gerrard rainbow trout in the 
Lardeau and Duncan Rivers since 
2006, and his March 18 presentation 
coincided with his annual trip to 
the area to do night-time snorkel 
surveys.

The study on the Gerrards 
started out in 2006 to understand the 
population’s resiliency to mortality 
with a view to potentially allowing 
more fishing opportunity. Then came 
the dramatic decline of both the 
Gerrard and kokanee populations 
in 2012. 

“One of the key parts of our 
research is to understand what 
happens when the Gerrard population 
drops, so this is a critical time for our 
research,” he said.

Andrusak’s team has determined 
the minimum and maximum number 
of Gerrard spawners needed in order 
to sustain the population. “We want 
more than 108, but not more than 
500,” he said. In 2012, there were 
1500 Gerrard spawners – three 
times the number needed for a 
healthy population. This caused 
high predation rates on kokanee and 
caused them to collapse.

Because the Gerrards feed almost 
exclusively on kokanee, Andrusak 
said that the decline of the Gerrards 
is “all about kokanee.” 

“Gerrards eat kokanee so when 
the kokanee crash, the Gerrards 
crash,” he said. 

The kokanee collapse has affected 
not only the number of Gerrards, but 
also their size. “For Gerrards to get 
big, you have to have big kokanee,” 
he said. “Fewer and smaller Gerrard 
spawners means a reduction in the 
total egg deposits at Gerrard. The 
recovery of the Gerrards requires 
recovery of kokanee first.”

Andrusak said there are likely 
multiple causes for the collapse, 
and the ministry is looking at 
management activities, restoration 
and enhancement activities, and the 
general variability in the populations 
as possible causal factors.

The kokanee spawning channel 
and the fertilization program were 

brought up as likely causes by 
members of the public at the meeting, 
and Andrusak confirmed that the 
ministry is looking at both of these as 
possible contributors to the collapse.

“Over time, if we’re continually 
producing lots of kokanee [in the 
spawning channel], there’s going 
to be a lot of predators,” he said. 
Similarly, the fertilization program 
tries to recover and maintain the 
kokanee population at pre-dam 
numbers, so “we may have increased 
that further than we need to go.”

“We have enhanced the lake to 
the point we need to give people 
more opportunity to fish on the 

lake,” he said. “We need more top 
down controls from fishing, but what 
lever is right and how to do it is the 
question.”

A n d r u s a k  s a i d  h e  f e l t 
communication was part of the 
problem, as well. “There was a lot of 
information that seemed to indicate 
there was a potential concern, and 
we as biologists may have missed 
the signs as far as the large increase 
in predators and declines starting in 
kokanee – but it was very difficult 
to know that it was going to lead to 
the collapse,” he said. “Hindsight 
is 20-20.”

Other factors people asked about 

were the H1N virus and the lake 
temperature, but Andrusak these 
were not factors in the collapse. He 
said water temperature due to climate 
change is a problem in other areas 
such as the Chilcotin, but not yet in 
the Kootenays, with our glaciers. “I 
don’t see it happening here in the 

Open Sun. 11-3 • 411 Kootenay St, Nelson

next five to ten years, but it will be 
a concern in the longterm,” he said.

Andrusak said there are some 
signs of kokanee recovery, but it 
will still take time for the fishery to 
come back. His presentation was part 
of the Friends of the Lardeau River 
speaker series.

Provincial biologist sheds light on Kootenay Lake fishery collapse
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submitted
Nordic ski racer Kolibri 

Drobish from Hills, Valhalla 
Hills Nordic Ski Club and 
Revelstoke Nordic Ski Club 
recently returned from the 
national championships near 
Ottawa where nearly 800 junior 
and senior athletes from across 
Canada gave their season’s best 
performances. 

Drobish competed in the 
Junior Girls age class wearing the 
Revelstoke suit. There were 80 
competitors in her class. Drobish 
finished just five seconds off 
the podium for fourth place 
with a time of 31:33 in the 10 
km classic style race. Jasmine 
Drolet, a Kootenay comrade 
from Rossland took first place 
with a time of 30:46. Kolibri 
also finished sixth in a 5 km and 

seventh in the pursuit races earlier 
during the eight-day period that 
included five races and time 
to visit national museums, the 
Parliament and local MPs.

Drobish’s earlier season 
achievements included a second 
place aggregate in the BC Cups 
and two first place performances 
in Alberta Cup and BC Cup 
races. Kolibri was also joined 
by other younger skiers from 
Valhalla Hills Nordic Ski Club 
at the BC Championships, where 
VHNSC had younger racers 
totalling a record number of five.

Now as the snow melts on 
our local ski trails athletes take on 
a reduced training volume before 
resuming training in May for next 
winter’s competitions. Stay tuned, 
the national championships are in 
BC next year!

Hills/ Revelstoke resident Kolibri Drobish at the nationals.

Kolibri Drobish does well at nationals

submitted
Award-winning playwright 

and nationally touring performing 
artist Devon More stages Berlin 
Waltz, her one-woman rare-and-
rhythmic cold war cabaret at the 
Langham April 18.

Unexpected and inspiring, 
funny and far-fetched – yet 
composed entirely of true 
stories – Berlin Waltz is a highly 
entertaining autobiographical 
travelogue of high jinx and 

Fringe sensation Devon 
More waltzes into Kaslo

history told through songs, slam 
poetry, and … sock puppets?! 
Immersed in a hypnotic original 
soundtrack, set against a backdrop 
of captivating projection media 
of Berlin scenes and street art, 
Berlin Waltz was a smash hit at 
Fringe festivals from Montreal 
to Vancouver. One night only 
– don’t miss it! Thursday April 
18 at 7:30 pm at the Langham. 
Tickets are $15 at Sunnyside and 
Willow in Kaslo, $18 at the door.

Devon More stages Berlin Waltz, her one-woman cabaret at the Langham April 18.The intrepid cleanup crew at New Denver’s Kohan Garden on Saturday, April 6. It was cold!
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submitted
Children’s author Lila Strand will 

host a book launch party for her new 
book, Little Star Lost, on Sunday, 
April 14 at 2 pm. Come out to Knox 
Hall in New Denver for story reading, 
book sales and signing, snacks and 

Local children’s author hosts book launch party
little give-aways. All ages are invited 
– although the book is most suitable 
for children of four and older.

Little Star Lost is about a lost 
star child’s journey to find where 
he belongs. Ultimately he finds 
himself, his deeper core of being, his 

goodness, strength and inner light. He 
finds that ‘home’ is within himself, 
rather than an outside place. 

Strand’s books are beautifully 
illustrated throughout in watercolours 
and feature a timeless connection to 
self and the world around us. 

“Little Star Lost communicates 
profound wisdom in a well-told, 
touching story for children,”says 
New Denver author and poet Art 
Joyce.

Come out and enjoy a little star 
child’s story. Books can be bought 
from Strand at the book launch, from 
many area bookstores, and from her 
website lilastrand.com

People in communities across BC held marches in support of changes to forestry regulations to include ecosystem restoration, sustainable forestry and 
meaningful community consultation. The province-wide event on April 6 was organized by Jennifer Houghton, a survivor of the devastating Grand Forks 

flood of May 2018. Pictured here are participants in Winlaw. There were also events in Lardeau, Argenta, Nelson, Glade and a march from Salmo to Ymir.

submitted
The Arrow Lakes Fine Arts 

Guild is looking forward to this 
year’s ALFA Art Walk in Nakusp; the 
three-month event is returning for its 
sixth consecutive season. The 2018 
Art Walk was very successful with 
visitors and locals alike enjoying 
the self-guided tour as laid out in 
the highly complimented brochure. 

The project received a lot of 
praise on the participating artists’ 
works. Local and regional artists, 
ranging from painters to sculptors to 
photographers, have showcased their 

ALFA calls for 
Art Walk submissions

creations in participating venues, 
providing the community a rich 
cultural experience. 

ALFA Guild is calling for 
artists interested in participating in 
this year’s Art Walk. Deadline for 
submitting a bio and four or five 
photos of your work is April 30. Email 
submissions to alfaguildgallery@
gmail.com or mail to PO Box 720, 
Nakusp BC, V0G 1R0. 

Advertise in the Valley Voice.  
It pays!!!

valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca
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submitted
Johnsons Landing is well known 

for the landslide of 2012, but locals 
know there is a much longer and very 
colourful history. Johnsons Landing will 
celebrate that history with a launch of 
Ellen Burt’s new memoir, What Forever 
Feels Like. 

In the words of poet Fred Wah, the 
story is “a captivating account of the 
idealistic, but earthbound aspirations of 
a smallholder.” 

The launch will take place at the 

Johnsons Landing Hall on April 19 at 
7 pm. The event features readings from 
the book, movies of the old days, spoken 
word, and music. Artists from Nelson 
and Kaslo will join with local talent. 

At 5:30 there will be a finger 
food potluck – bring simple food. 
More music and dancing will follow. 
Admission is a suggested $5 donation 
to cover the costs of the events. 

Books will be for sale. Families 
with children are welcome, but dogs 
are discouraged. 

Johnsons Landing celebrates history

submitted
Join Zimbabwean native and 

conservationist Fannuel Nsingo as he 
shares his experience as a researcher 

The Painted Dogs of Zimbabwe trot into the Langham 
at Hwange and Mana Pools National 
Parks in Zimbabwe working to 
understand and protect Africa’s painted 
dogs as well as other endangered 
species.

The painted dog, or African 
wild dog, once roamed the African 
continent with estimates of over half 
a million spread among 39 countries. 
However, current estimates show a 
huge population decline, averaging 
their numbers around 3,000 dogs.

The painted dog, or African wild dog, once roamed the African continent with estimates of over 
half a million spread among 39 countries. 

Nsingo and his wife Colleen run 
Escape to Africa Safaris, which creates 
small and intimate vintage-style safaris 
hosted by Fannuel who concentrates 
on education around conservation 
initiatives, responsible eco-tourism, 
cultural heritage and close, respectful 
encounters with African wildlife.

Saturday April 20 at The Langham 
in Kaslo, 7pm. $10 suggested donation 
at the door, and all are welcome.  

www.thelangham.ca.

submitted
The Slocan Valley Threads 

Guild’s annual Yard and Yardage 
Sale takes place Sunday, April 28 
from 10 am to 2 pm. Come inside 
the schoolhouse off Hwy 6 at Perry’s 
Bridge Road to explore a treasure 
trove of fabric, notions, patterns, yarn, 
and craft supplies. Members have 
been collecting donations all year to 
offer at reasonable prices. You never 
know what you will discover! Be 
sure to enjoy the work of members 
on display on the walls as you look 
for bargains; the Guild has had a 
productive winter.

Celebrate spring at Yard & Yardage 2019
Outside the building, the yard 

becomes a garden centre where you 
can find just the perennial or start you 
need for your garden or home. Many 
books will be available to inspire 
gardening and all types of making. 
You will find some equipment for 
sale, and boxes full of items – yours 
for a donation. Guild members will be 
happy to help you get what you need 
and answer your garden and crafting 
questions; they are a community of 
nearly 100 makers who love to re-
purpose, re-cycle, and create with 
fibres.

On your way in the gate you can 

buy a cup of coffee or tea and muffin 
to start your day. When you get hungry 
for lunch, go inside to the lovely tea 
room with delicious soups and stews, 

savories and sweets.
All proceeds will be used to 

support the Guild and the many classes 
it offers. Sign up for a membership 

while you are there for only $10 a year. 
Admission is free. No dogs please. 

Phone Lynnda at 355-2267 for 
more information. 

The Slocan Valley Threads Guild’s annual Yard and Yardage Sale takes place Sunday, April 28 from 10 am to 2 pm.

The Downhill Dummies is one of the Summit Lake Ski Hill Carnival’s favourites.
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Thank You
The family of Carl Eichhorst would like to express heartfelt 
appreciation to the community for the kind support in the 
recent passing of our father, grandfather and great-grand-
father.  Thank you to the physicians and staff at Saddle 
Mountain Medical Clinic; to Randy MacKenzie and Sandy 
Scott our community paramedics; to Anne Miskulin from 
Arrow & Slocan Lakes Community Services and the Home 
Care attendants Joan Atherton, Karen Friedenberger, 
Angelita Glada and Linda Hascarl;  to Cyndi Kryski, 
Home Health Nurse; to staff of Nakusp PharmaChoice; 
to Ione Kandal and Meals on Wheels volunteers; to Judy 
Adam; to Tessa Wiseman and Leah Holden;  to Pastor 
Tony Roodzant and friends from Saddleback Community 
Church.  Thank you to Ali Butts and Valley Funeral Home 
for your compassionate professionalism.  Also, special 
thank you to Dr. David Goranson and to Robyn Hicks and 

staff at Halcyon Assisted Living facility for your 
gentle and loving care.  And thank you 

to everyone who has offered food, 
friendship and words of comfort.  

Your kindness matters!  

by Jan McMurray
Former Kaslo residents Earl Pfeifer 

and Carol Plato cannot have their 
cheetahs, Annie and Robin, live with 
them at their home in Crawford Bay. The 
decision to deny a permit for the cheetahs 
was upheld by the BC Environmental 
Appeal Board on March 4.

“I was not surprised at all by the 
decision,” Pfeifer said in an interview. 
“The Ministry of Environment Appeal 
Board does not reverse decisions and 
never has.”

Pfeifer says he and Plato are now 
“looking at various options” for their 
family. Since they’ve been in Canada, 
Annie and Robin have been able to stay 
legally at Northwood Zoo in Seagrave, 
Ontario and at Discovery Wildlife Park in 
Innisfail, Alberta. Cheetahs are listed as 
a prohibited species under BC’s Wildlife 

Act, but permits to possess them can be 
issued to zoos, educational or research 
institutions, or to private individuals 
where ‘special circumstances’ exist. In 
this case, Pfeifer felt there were special 
circumstances because he and Plato are 
trying to conserve an endangered species 
– and conservation is one of the goals of 
the Wildlife Act.

Pfeifer was proposing an educational 
program called RunCheetahRun, where 
he would bring the cheetahs into schools 
and teach the students about their 
impending extinction. He was also 
hoping to allow people to observe and to 
help feed and walk the cheetahs.

Although there was no question 
that conservation is at the heart of the 
Act, the appeal board found that the 
legislative framework “was established 
to discourage – not only the keeping of 

Cheetah appeal dismissed – Annie and Robin can’t be kept in Crawford Bay
a prohibited species individual CAS 
[controlled alien species] as pets – but 
private ownership of all CAS in general.”

Pfeifer argued that cheetahs don’t 
pose any public health or safety risk. 
“In 4,000 years, no wild cheetah has 
ever attacked or killed a person,” he said 
in the interview. At the appeal hearing, 
the board heard from both sides that 
cheetahs are the most docile of the large 
cats, and can be and have been trained as 
ambassador animals.

However, the board was concerned 
about public safety on several counts. 
They found that neither Pfeifer nor Plato 
have any formal training in cheetah 
training and handling. The proposed 
enclosure for the cheetahs allowed for 
direct access to the home, which the 
board felt could put visitors to the home 
at risk. Also, the cheetahs would need 

daily walks and exercise outside of the 
enclosure, and the board felt this raised 
the potential risk of harm to people, 
property, wildlife or wildlife habitat. The 
panel was also concerned that Annie was 
not on a leash or wearing a GPS collar 
in the December 2015 incident, when 
Pfeifer had the cheetahs in Crawford Bay 
without a permit. At the time, Pfeifer was 
walking the cats when Annie ran off to 
chase a deer.

Pfeifer says he won’t advocate for 
changes to the legislation. “As far as 
cheetahs go, anything I say or anything 
anyone says is irrelevant. Cheetahs will 
be virtually extinct in the wild by the 
end of 2024. That leaves about 1700 in 
captivity around the world to carry on 
the species.”

Pfeifer described his three and a half 
days in the appeal hearing as “sickening.” 

“Every animal in BC is dying at the 
hands of our current administration. The 
only animals that will survive on this 
earth over the next 100 years are the ones 
we take care of ourselves. Despite every 
single conservationist, environmentalist 
and scientist in the world telling us 
we need to change, the era we live in 
is known as the Anthropocene, which 
means man controls every aspect of 
this world. I personally believe that our 
current generation of people will be 
called the ‘selfies.’”

In a response to the decision written 
by Pfeifer, he says, “Animals ask from us 
only one thing – the right to exist. Annie 
and Robin are amazing animals. Thanks 
to Jennifer Psyllakis [BC Director of 
Wildlife], not a single child in BC in their 
lifetime is ever going to see them, or in 
all probability any live cheetah.”

submitted
New Denver’s Bread & Roses 

Cooperative Bakery is celebrating an 
important milestone. The newly formed 
venture has been officially incorporated 
under the BC Cooperatives Act. 
Incorporation allows the board, which 
has been meeting since September, 
to continue developing this unique, 
community-owned and community-run 
business.

The Bread & Roses mission is to 
provide quality baked goods for the 
people of the New Denver area including 
a full range of breads, as well as savoury 

New Denver’s Bread and Roses Cooperative Bakery incorporates
and sweet treats. They aim to use as 
many local and organic ingredients as 
possible and respond to members’ needs. 
Board member Claire Paradis states, 
“The success of our enterprise depends 
primarily on good food and good 
service so that’s where we’re headed.” 
“More food security and food sovereignty 
for our community is another  important 
goal for the co-op,” says board member 
David Everest, “as well as always 
keeping the triple bottom line of people, 
planet and profits in mind. In fact, our 
name references the Bread and Roses 
labour movement of 1912 and grounds 

us in a value system that honours people, 
community and the environment.” 

During a bitter strike at the 
Lawrence, Massachusetts textile mills 
in 1912, a young woman was seen 
carrying a sign saying “Bread yes – 
but Roses too.” That sign sparked the 
conversation about the aims of the 
strike to include workers’ dignity and 
all the things that make life worth living 
beyond better wages and working 
conditions (bread). As the popular 
song says “Hearts can starve as well as 
bodies, give us bread but give us roses.” 
Baking will begin in June, providing 

bread and baked goods for sale at the 
New Denver Friday market. “Although 
we had a goal to open a storefront by 
this spring, we decided it was prudent 
and more sustainable for ourselves to 
go slowly and to start small,” said board 
member K.L. Kivi. “This will allow us 
time to develop our recipes, our customer 
base as well as the co-op membership 
and financing. We aim to open in a 
permanent location by spring 2020.”

The co-op will be financed by 
member shares and managed by an 
elected board of directors. The start-
up capital will come from the sale of 
$25 Bread & Roses Co-op member 
shares. Members will receive a discount 
on purchases and a voice at general 
meetings of the co-op. A member is 
anyone buying at least one share but 
any member can help the co-op start up 
financially by buying more shares, up 
to maximum of 200. Each member will 
have one voice in the consensus process 
regardless of the number of shares they 
purchase. Member shares will yield an 
annual dividend based on the profits 

made by the co-op.
Raising the necessary capital 

with shares proves local support and 
allows the co-op to depend on and be 
accountable to the community. David 
Everest notes, “This economic model 
takes Community Supported Agriculture 
(CSA) to another level by using a 
community supported industry to add 
value to locally produced food. We 
anticipate investors will connect with 
the idea of knowing where their money 
is: creating local jobs and building 
a unique, diversified, resilient and 
self-reliant community. It’s a chance 
to ‘put your money where your life 
is’ and invest in your local region.” 
The interim directors of the Bread & 
Roses Co-op Bakery until its first AGM 
are: David Everest, Paula Shandro, 
Tonio Bachrach, K.L. Kivi and Claire 
Paradis. Member shares will be available 
at the Friday Market and investment 
opportunities can be explored by 
contacting: David at aardsaw@gmail.
com or 358-2714 or Tonio at 358-7158 
or by emailing breadnroses@yahoo.com.

submitted
If you like The Beatles, Gordon 

Lightfoot, Bob Marley, David Bowie, 
Willie Nelson, Steely Dan, Led 
Zeppelin and Cat Stevens, come out 
for an evening of fun in celebration 
of the end of winter. Bring a friend 
and prepare to “laugh, cry, sing and 
dance,” Saturday, April 20, 7 pm, 
at Silverton Memorial Hall. Tickets 
$15 at the door, doors open 6:30 pm. 

AllenSong is genre-defying, 
award-winning Canadian songwriter 
Paul Allen and his wife Petra. Not just 
another sound-alike duo, AllenSong 
has a unique style and sound.Their 
music has been described as “songs 
that mix flavours of roots, folk, 
country,  R&B, soul, jazz, pop and 
even reggae … his melodic picking 
style, soulful baritone voice, and 
lyrics sung in two-part harmony, do 
a great job of transmitting emotion.”

Paul Allen is an ‘old school’ 
songwriter and performer who 
has shared stages with artists like 
Kenny Shields and Streetheart, 
Messenjah, Grapes of Wrath, Spirit 
of the West, Jann Arden and Sarah 
McLachlan. Paul and Petra decided 
to step back from big city life and 
moved to the peace and tranquillity 
of the mountains. AllenSong has 
started working with The Invisible 
Clones Band which has expanded 
the dimensions of their live show 
and allows Paul the opportunity to 
write a broader range of songs. An 
AllenSong concert is an evening of 
engaging stories, music and fun!

The Stephensons are an up-and-

AllenSong and The Invisible Clones Band in 
concert with special guests The Stephensons

coming BC trio with a passion for 
old-time traditional roots music 
mixed with originals “with lyrics 
that tell a good story, sung with an 

easy charm.” The group consists of 
Jane Stephenson (guitar, mandolin, 
vocals), Larry Stephenson (guitar, 
banjo, vocals) and Don Metz (bass). 

AllenSong is genre-defying, award-winning Canadian songwriter Paul Allen and his wife Petra.

The Stephensons are an up-and-coming BC trio, performing at the Silverton Memorial Hall Saturday, April 20.
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The Village will commence its annual Community Clean Up yard 
debris pick up on May 1st, 2019.  Have your leaves, dead plants, 
grass, clippings and boulevard gravel ready on the boulevard or 
adjacent to the laneway by 7 am, May 1st.  Branches should be 
trimmed to lay flat & limbs should not exceed 8’ in length. The 
collection of debris will be done in a systematic way, so that the 
entire town is covered once to avoid backtracking; therefore, 
all debris must be ready for pick up on the boulevard or beside 
the alley by 7 am on May 1st.

There is no need to call to schedule a pick up and there is no 
charge for the service.

COMMUNITY CLEAN UP
YARD & GARDEN 
WASTE PICKUP
7:00 am on May 1st

Dear New Denver community, 
I would like to offer my condolences for your loss of Ralph Wilson last 

autumn. I understand Ralph did not just provide many of you with services, 
but friendship as well. We met numerous times, chatting as fellow window 
washers and he seemed to me a genuine and kind person. 

While I cannot hope to fill the hole left in the community by Ralph’s passing, 
he and I shared in a trade. If there’s any way I and my team can fill the gap 
in services, please feel free to contact Kaslo Window & Gutter Cleaning. We 
have all the ladders and equipment necessary take care of even your highest 
windows and gutters. While our May and June is nearly booked with our regular 
costumers, you can contact us for an April or July 
scheduling this year, then we will do what we can 
in the future to meet you and your calendar’s needs. 
Please contact us ASAP to so we can schedule 
you in.

Kind regards, 
Neil Johnson 

Kaslo Window & Gutter Cleaning 
• phone: 250 353 3291 
• email: KasloWG@Gmail.com

by Jan McMurray
A $15 million boost to BC Arts 

Council funding over the next three 
years has resulted in an increase in 
the grants provided to the Slocan 
Valley Community Arts Council 
and the Langham Cultural Centre.

The extra funding for the Slocan 
Valley Community Arts Council – 
$6,500 this year compared to $3,000 
last year – has allowed the council 
to hire a part-time administrator for 
the first time since the organization 
formed in 1986. Val Mayes got the 
job and started in January.

“Like many non-profits, we’ve 
been running with a volunteer 
board and volunteer efforts all these 
years,” Mayes said. “With a part-
time administrator, we’ve been able 
to update our membership system 
and we’ve just launched a brand 
new website at slocanvalleyarts.ca.”

The arts council is also planning 
a special event for Saturday, June 
15 at the Vallican Whole called 
‘The Whole Arts & Culture Fair.’ 

The event will include an artisan 
market, and performances by local 
artists and groups, and will occur in 
conjunction with the Eat the Garden 
Tour.

The Langham Cultural Society 
received $20,700 this year, up from 
$15,000 last year.

“This has definitely helped us 

Local arts councils receive hike in funding
to secure and expand our galleries 
program and make it more robust 
and professional overall,” said 
Langham Executive Director Paul 
Campbell-Grace.

The Langham has been able to 
expand the Langham curator’s paid 
hours and establish a fund for the 
prepator, who assists the curator in 

the installation and strike of exhibits. 
They’ve also established a modest 
artist fee payment fund for emerging 
artists exhibiting at the Langham. 
Previously, the Langham was able to 
pay only professional artists.

Grace-Campbell added that a 
small amount of the BCAC funding 
will also go towards this year’s major 

exhibition project: ‘Shifting Ground: 
Landscapes of Climate Change.’ The 
Langham has commissioned five 
Columbia Basin professional artists 
to create new work for the show, 
and will run a guest speaker series 
and screen several films on the topic 
while the exhibit is showing, May 
24-August 4.

submitted
A new cable ferry is now in 

service connecting the ferry-dependent 
community of Harrop Procter. The old 
ferry held a maximum of 48 passengers 
and 21 vehicles; the new Harrop II can 
take 98 passengers and up to 24 vehicles. 
It runs across Kootenay Lake, on 
Highway 3A, 24.5 kilometres northeast 
of Nelson and eight kilometres west of 
Balfour.

The old ferry carried more than 
290,000 vehicles and more than 419,000 
passengers last fiscal year.

The Harrop II is the third vessel 
to be delivered under a contract with 
WaterBridge Steel of Nakusp. In 
2016, the company was awarded a 
$27.9-million contract to design and 
build four new cable ferries to serve 
the province’s inland routes. The final 
vessel, the Arrow Park III, is scheduled 
to be in service by the end of 2019. The 
Glade II was added to the fleet in 2018 
and the Adams Lake II went into service 
in spring 2017.

These new ferries are larger and 

Harrop II makes its debut 
able to carry more vehicles than those 
they replace, with capacity increased 
to handle commercial vehicles at full 
highway loads. While the ferries are 
docked during off-peak hours, power 
will be supplied by on-board batteries 
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to reduce noise at the terminal and lower 
the vessels’ greenhouse gas emissions.

For the Province’s inland ferry fleet, 
the future is electric. Electric propulsion 
has excellent potential for inland ferries 
where crossing distances are short. 

The Province is taking incremental 
steps in this direction as the technology 
develops to support reliable ferry service 
delivery. The ministry aims to achieve 
full electrification of the inland ferry 
fleet by 2040.

submitted
A five-day immersive Selkirk 

College course focused on regional 
Indigenous history and knowledge will 
provide those seeking valuable insight 
an opportunity to delve deeper into 
intercultural relations. The course is 
open to all learners in the region, either 
for credit or non-credit.

For  those  want ing  be t te r 
understanding, Indigenous 100: 
Regional Indigenous Perspectives on 
Languages and Culture provides a 
five-day intensive introductory course 
that will explore the voices, cultures, 
histories, values, beliefs, oral traditions, 
literature and art of the Sinixt (Lakes), 

Selkirk College’s Indigenous Perspectives course open to all
Okanagan-Sylix, Ktunaxa and Métis 
peoples.

“This timely course will offer 
a unique learning opportunity for 
educators, professionals, industry 
personnel, community members 
and students to learn from regional 
Indigenous academics and Elders,” 
says course facilitator Dr. Adela Tesarek 
Kincaid.

Intended for both students and 
community members, the course runs 
between May 6 and 10. The week of 
learning will feature guest lecturers 
Jessica Morin, Roy Pogorzelski, Grahm 
Wiley-Camacho, Dr. Marlo Sam, Elder 
Anne Jimmie and Dr. Christopher 

Horsethief. There will be a blanket 
exercise on the first day followed by 
four days that will explore a number of 
different topics. 

A transferable three-credit university 
course, it can be applied as a School of 
University Arts & Sciences (UAS) 
elective for current Selkirk College 
students. For non-credit community 
members, it is an offering that opens the 
door to post-secondary curriculum and 
academic insight.

In light of the national Truth & 
Reconciliation Commission process 
and Selkirk College’s signature on 
the Canadian Institutes & Colleges 
Indigenous Education Protocol, it is 
important that residents, employees and 
students know more about Indigenous 
cultures, languages and traditions in their 
studies, work and lives. 

“Selkirk College is engaged in the 
important work of reconciliation by 
collaboratively developing culturally 
appropriate curricula through initiatives 
and courses such as Indigenous 100,” 
says Kincaid. “We are pleased to offer an 
introduction to the important historical, 
cultural, social and political realities 
that have and continue to impact the 
lives of Indigenous peoples. This should 
help course participants better navigate 
intercultural relations and inclusivity at 
school, work and home.”

The Indigenous 100 course will also 
be offered again from August 12 to 16. 
For more information on both sessions 
please contact Raquel Mayorga in 
Selkirk College’s Continuing Education 
at 250-365-1208 or via email at 
castlegarce@selkirk.ca. 

submitted
The Whole Perspectives series hosted 

by the Rural Alternatives Research and 
Training Society (RARTS) will present 
Nipawi Mahihkan Misit Kakinoosit, or 
Nipawi (nee paw we) for short, speaking 
about ‘Reconciliation in Canada and in 
BC.’ At the Vallican Whole Community 
Centre on May 1, Nipawi asks, from 
a first-hand perspective, “Canada has 
embarked on a reconciliation process 
with First Nations right across the 
country. How is this going so far? Are we 
leaving the colonization period behind 
or aren’t we? Movements like Idle 
No More!, resistance to pipelines and 
many more issues suggest there is much 
more to be done.” A young man trained 
from his early days as a speaker for his 
people, Nipawi does this with clarity, 
humility and humour, educating us all on 
the very important history of the treaty 

process and where we currently are in 
Canada today. He is a Nehiyaw Okicitaw 
Okimawsis (a Cree Warrior lieutenant) 
from the Young Wolves Warrior Society 
and a member of House of Kakinoosit 
of the Wolf Clan of the Sucker Creek 
Band, located on the southwestern 
shores of Lesser Slave Lake in northern 
Alberta. He is an adopted member of the 
Musqueam Indian Band, who are Coast 
Salish, and the Elsipogtog First Nation, 
who are Mi’kmaq.

Please join RARTS for this 
important presentation and question & 
answer session at 3762 Little Slocan 
S Road, Vallican. Cross the Passmore 
Bridge at the electric sub-station, turn 
right and follow the signs to the Vallican 
Whole Community Centre. Admission 
by donation for the work of the Vallican 
Whole. For more information, contact 
Marcia Braundy at 250-226-7624.

Reconciliation in Canada and in BC

The new Harrop II ferry has been in service since March 26.
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GRAND OPENING – APRIL 15
Come check out our equipment!

Smokies & Potato Salad
10:30 am - 3 pm

                       
Construction Equipment, Garden Tools, Pressure 

Washers, Trailers, Skidsters, Backhoe Attachments, 
Grapple Attachments, and More!!!

Hot Springs Road, Nakusp just off the highway • 250-265-8386

Clarification
The Slocan Lake Arts Council 

(SLAC) would like to provide some 
clarification on information reported in 
the last issue of the Valley Voice. Indeed 
SLAC and the Valhalla Fine Arts Society 
are in the process of discussing and 
working out details of amalgamation 
between the two societies. Please know 
that SLAC would still maintain its Arts 
Council status and no final decisions 
will be made without a special general 
meeting with the SLAC membership 
later this spring.

by Jan McMurray
It’s time to celebrate the opening 

of Arrow Lake Equipment Rentals 
in Nakusp. Operator James Bruvall 
invites everyone to the grand opening 
on April 15 between 10:30 am and 
3 pm.

“Come check out our selection of 
tools and equipment, and have lunch 
on us,” he says. Smokies and potato 
salad will be served.

Arrow Lake Equipment Rentals, 
located on Hot Springs Road just 
off the highway, has all kinds of 
tools and equipment that will serve 
contractors and do-it-yourselfers 
alike. “We have tried to gather the 
equipment that you will need,” says 

Bruvall, rhyming off a long list that 
includes drills, compactors, drywall 
lifts and carts, garden tools, pressure 
washers, trailers, skidsters, backhoe 
attachments and grapple attachments.

Bruvall also operates Arrow Lake 
Movers, Arrow Lake Storage & 
U-Haul, and Arrow Lake Property 
Services out of the same location on 
Hot Springs Road.

With a background in business, 
Bruvall found a way to stay in Nakusp. 
“I fell in love with the people and 
the atmosphere here. I didn’t want 
to leave, so it was a matter of finding 
a niche that needed to be filled.” He 
became familiar with Nakusp because 
his family owns property in Galena 

Bay.
Bruvall studied business at the 

University of Calgary and Mt. Royal 
University, “and I’ve been doing it ever 
since,” he said. “I’ve run businesses 
successfully and unsuccessfully in a 
multitude of areas.”

In 2012, Bruvall ran a rodeo 
in Nakusp. “It wasn’t a success 
financially, but it was a great 
experience and it spurred me on to 
find something that would allow me 
to live here.”

Bruvall has rodeoed in Alberta, and 
lived in Revelstoke and Galena Bay, 
“but I didn’t have a place to hang my 
hat until I built my house in Nakusp. 
It’s such a beautiful place – I can’t say 

enough positive things about it.”
See the ad on this page for more 

information.

Arrow Lake Equipment Rentals hosts grand opening

submitted
Renewable energy upgrades in 

16 community buildings around 
the Columbia Basin will generate 
energy, increase efficiency and 
sustainability, and reduce costs. 
These projects are being realized 
with over $650,000 in support 
from Columbia Basin Trust’s 
Energy Sustainability Grants.

The Burton Community 
A s s o c i a t i o n  w i l l  r e c e i v e 
$26,800 to add solar panels to 
its community hall, reduce power 
usage by switching to LED lights 
and add a Level 2 electric vehicle 
charging station. 

“We are working on it now,” 
said board member Barbara Ross. 
“The pole has been ordered and 
should be here in two weeks. We 
hope to be generating half of the 
power we need throughout the 
year at the community hall.”

CBT funds  50% of  the 
upgrades and 50% of EV charging 
station, Ross said, while the rest 
of the money comes from the 
community funds and donations 
of labour. 

“The EV charging station will 
be free for the first year and then 
be reviewed. The association 

Community buildings get energized with CBT Grants
wants to promote sustainability 
in the community and hopes 
when others see the solar panels 
they might get motivated. By 
having the EV station, locals 
could also get motivated to get 
electric vehicles. 

“Also, there is no EV charging 
between Nakusp and Lumby so 
we will now be making it easier 
for electric vehicles to come out 
to our area. We hope that while 

they are charging, they will walk 
around the community, stop in 
at the local businesses and enjoy 
our paradise.”

The Edgewood Legion is 
getting $33,000 to install solar 
panels. David Le Pine said the 
branch planned to install 70 
panels at a total cost of $45,000.

“The CBT Energy Program 
grant will cover 73% of the 
cost and  the CBT CIP/AAP 

will cover 22%,” he said. “The 
CIP/AAP was approved by the 
community in the spring of 
2018. The remaining 5% will be 
covered by the Edgewood Legion 
or additional grants if obtained. 
At current rates we expect to save 
73% or approximately $3,400 per 
year. This will increase as the 
hydro rate increases.”

Le Pine said the grant gave the 
branch an opportunity to reduce 

its expenses for an extended 
period of time, which helps to 
secure the future of both the 
Legion and the community hall.

The contractor will first 
obtain approval from BC Hydro 
and then set a date, hopefully 
in May.

The Nakusp Child Care 
Society will use its $18,450 
grant for a heat pump at the day 
care centre.
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Appointments can be scheduled by contacting 
his Nelson office at 250-352-5135

Dr. Brennan comes to New Denver and Nakusp every week: 
Slocan Community Health Centre on Tuesday Afternoons; 

Arrow Lakes Hospital on Wednesday.  
Offering Chiropractic, Concussion Management, Cold Laser Therapy, 

Custom Orthotics, Auto Injury Care and many more services. 
www.activebalancechiro.ca

Dr. Michael Brennan • Chiropractor
Over 10 years experience

info Open 1 pm to 4:30 pm Tues. to Sat.

Bikes, Skis, 
Snowshoes

Sales and 
Maintenance 

Call Shon
250-265-3332

shonsbs@gmail.com

• BICYCLE

RECYCLING

Hand & Soul 
Wellness Centre

202 Lake Avenue, Silverton
CHIROPRACTOR:  Dr. Larry Zaleski
Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care
Silverton: Mondays  &  Friday afternoon – Winlaw & Na-

kusp on Alternating Wednesdays (plus every 4th Thursday 
afternoon in Winlaw)

COUNSELLOR:  Sue Mistretta, M.A. 
19 years experience helping clients working with anxiety, 
depression, grief, self esteem, health crisis, life transitions 

or simply are feeling stuck or uninspired.  
Offices in Silverton & Winlaw  

Call 250-358-2177 for appointments
Visit www.handandsoul.ca

Support the Valley Voice with a 
voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30
Send Cheque or Money Order to: The Valley Voice 

Box 70 New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0

DAWN DEVLIN
Advanced Ortho-Bionomy Practioner 

& Certified Reflexologist
20+ years experience

For Appointment in Nakusp call:
Phone: 250-265-1796 • www.dawndevlin.ca

WE DO OIL CHANGES – We stock oil & filters 
for most common vehicles! • NEW TIRE 

SALES – Installs, Repairs & Changeovers • 
GENERAL MAINTENANCE & REPAIR

TUES

Alongside Mountainberry

250-358-7199

CLASSIFIED ADS
ANNOUNCEMENTS

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

COMING EVENTS

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

PHOTOGRAPHY

Your ad 
could be 
here for 

only $19.50 
+ GST

ACCOMMODATIONS

STEEL TOE JOE’S
Automotive Repair

Joe Shaw
Owner & Journeyman Technician

3804 Pine Rd. Krestova, BC

778.454.0180
stjautomotive@gmail.com

Grow Your Own
Indoor & Outdoor Garden

Supplies, Knowledgeable Staff, 
Regular Hours

Mon – Sat   9 am - 5 pm Business Classifieds start at $10.00
Call 250-358-7218 for details

Smokey Creek Salvage
FREE DROP OFF 

of most appliances, all metals, 
power tools, lawn mowers, etc.
250-359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539

3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

GARDENING

Tyson Bartel  •  226-6826   
Feldenkrais/Somatic Yoga

Mondays & Tuesdays  
9:30-11 am • $12  

bindustudio.ca  Winlaw             
Intro Bodywork $30/Hour 
* Thai Massage * Reflexology 
* Feldenkrais * Yoga Therapy

Healing Suites Collective
#4-5729 HWY 6,  Winlaw 

sacredearthsomatics.com

BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award 
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza. 
250-353-2282.
KASLO HOUSING SOCIETY Housing 
Coordinator, assisting residents of Kaslo 
and Area D with affordable housing. 
Office hours: Tuesday 1-3, Wednesday & 
Thursday 9-12 or by appointment. #23 The 
Langham, Kaslo. 250-353-8363. Funding 

for this position thanks to CBT and RDCK/ 
Kaslo EDC.

THE VALLEY VOICE owners are 
thinking about succession planning! We 
invite community members interested in 
the newspaper business (or learning about 
the newspaper business) to contact us by 
email: valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca. Serious 
inquiries only, please.

A R E  Y O U  A N  A S P I R I N G 
ENTREPRENEUR? If so, call Community 
Futures to learn about the free Business Plan 
workshop open to anyone! And if you’re 
eligible, you may also qualify for the Self-
Employment program where you will receive 
ongoing business training and coaching and 
usually financial support while you start your 
business. To learn more call 265-3674 ext. 
201 or email Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.
THINKING OF STARTING, buying or 
expanding your own business? If so, Community 
Futures offers business loans, counseling & 
training; and delivers the Self Employment 
program in the Arrow & Slocan Lakes area. For 
more info leave a message at 265-3674 ext. 201 
or email Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

VA L H A L L A  W I L D E R N E S S 
PROGRAM Bottle Drive – Saturday, 
April 13, 2019 from 9 am-noon. Pick-up 
from Slocan Park to Slocan City. Call ahead 
for large pick-ups @ 250-355-2212. Thank 
you for your support.
K O O T S  K I D S  C L O T H I N G 
EXCHANGE, Saturday, April 13, 11am-
2pm. Bosun Hall, New Denver. Trade 
children’s clothes or just take some home.

SLOCAN COMMUNITY LIBRARY 
Society Annual General Meeting. 
Wednesday, April 24, 2019 from 7-8 pm. 
To be held at Slocan Community Library, 
710 Harold St, Slocan.
TEXAS HOLD’EM TOURNAMENT 
Saturday, April 13, Slocan Valley Legion, 
502 Harold St. Slocan, 6:30pm sharp. $30 
Buy-in. Tickets at Mountain Valley Station 
in Slocan or phone 250-355-2672 to reserve. 
BC Gaming rules apply. The Legion 
welcomes members & guests.
NATIONAL CANADIAN FILM DAY a 
coast to coast celebration! Wednesday, April 17, 
Slocan Valley Legion, 502 Harold St. Slocan. 
Film: 7pm Indian Horse 9 pm Iron Road. Come 
& watch these movies on our large screen. The 
Legion welcomes members & guests.
SLOCAN COMMUNITY LIBRARY: Becky 
Livingston of Nelson presents The Suitcase and 
The Jar, and Roz Nay of South Slocan will read 
from Our Little Secret, Sunday, April 14, 1 pm. 
Welcome to this free event.
‘ALLENSONG and The Invisible Clones 
Band’ in concert with special guests ‘The 
Stephensons’ Saturday, April 20, 7 pm, 
Memorial Hall, Silverton, BC. Tickets $15 
at the door. (doors open 6:30 pm.

A R R O W S L O C A N  TO U R I S M 
ASSOCIATION AGM: April 25, Bosun 
Hall, New Denver, 7 pm. Please come to 
this new association’s inaugural AGM! 
ASTA was formed for tourism marketing of 
the Arrow Lakes and Slocan Valleys. Guest 
speaker: Andrea Ryman of Destination 
Castlegar will talk about Castlegar’s 
experience with its tourism marketing 
organization. Refreshments, sweet and 
savoury goodies. All welcome!
DIGITAL LEARNING DROP-IN: 
Tuesdays, March 19-May 7, 9-11 am, 
Slocan Learning Centre. Get free help with 
your digital devices (tablets, cell phones and 
laptops). Class aligns with bus schedule. For 
info contact Sayre Knight. 250-226-6949, 
sknight@cbal.org
PLAY AND LEARN IN THE PARK: 
Tuesdays, April 16-May 21, 10am-12pm, 
Crescent Valley Beach. Kids, bring your 
caregivers out for a morning of crafts, themed 
activities and exploration. Snack is provided 
at this free program. For info contact Sayre 
Knight 250-226-6949, sknight@cbal.org, 
facebook @CBALSlocanValley
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CLASSIFIED ADS

HEALTH

Support the Valley Voice with 
a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30 

Spring Hours
Wednesday – Saturday

11:00 am - 4:00 pm
Closed Sunday – 

Tuesday
Main Street, New Denver

250-358-2178

HOURS
9 AM - 9 PM

Kaslo Clothes Hanger

Open Thurs - Sun

Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area. 
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

New Market Foods
518 6th Ave • New Denver
250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290

email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm
Certified by the Province of BC to test drinking water

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

GIFTS

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription
Only $10-$30 

Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0

AGRICULTURE

Bill Lander 
REALTOR®
 
250-551-5652

bill@billlander.ca

Serving the Slocan Valley 
for the 14th year.

Offices in Nakusp, Nelson, 
Kaslo & Trail

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

slocan city 
trading 
buy • sell • trade 

guitars • cars • art • antiques 
• musical instruments 

250-355-2299 
9 to 5 

Repair and refinish guitars, 
furniture etc. 

We buy guitars

Your ad could 
be here for only 
$11.00 + GST

H. A. Benson Inc.
Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0

Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

• All Organic Produce
• All Organic Grains

– Bulk Ordering –

Community Discount Day:
Last Friday of  the month

9-6:30 Mon-Sat
Sunday 10-4

Downtown Winlaw • 250-226-7255

Gaia Tree Whole Foods
Community Market

DI’S ESTHETICS
– FULL SERVICE SALON –

Lash Extensions - $90 - Introductory price
manicures • pedicures • waxing & more

Lash lift & tint - $55
WINLAW • 250-226-7318

FOR SALE

Personal Classifieds 
start at $8.00

Call 250-358-7218 for details

BIG DOG MUSIC
• Guitars and Accessories • Musical 
Instruments • Vintage Vinyl Records • New 
Vinyl Records • Stereo Equipment - Turntables

421 6th Ave, New Denver
250-307-0163

Winter Hours: Wed – Sat 10-4

CAFÉ & CRAFTS

7 A.M. - 3 P.M.
11 A.M. - 3 P.M.

ALPHABET SOUP IN SLOCAN! April 
15, & 22, 9-11 am W.E. Graham School 
Library. FREE! Bring preschool aged 
children for a morning of cooking, eating, 
and play!
BASIC PROSPECTING COURSE: 
Chamber of Mines of Eastern BC, 
215 Hall St., Nelson, April 29-May 5, 
Mon-Fri 7pm to 10pm, Sat. and Sun. 2 
field trips. $250 fee includes textbook 
and supplies. For more information 
or to preregister contact the chamber 
weekdays 9-4 at 250-352-5242, or 
chamberofmines@netidea.com

C O N V E R G E N C E  W R I T E R S ’ 
WEEKEND (JUNE 7-8) WARMUP: 
author Art Joyce and folklorist Mark 
Mealing, April 26, 7 pm, Langham Centre, 
Kaslo - film premiere and discussion on 
trickster figure, admission by donation. 
Also: free noon-hour “Coffee with a Writer” 
series - April 27 with Nakusp author Barbara 
McPherson, May 4 with Nakusp author 
Galadriel Watson, both at New Denver’s 
Outlet Youth Centre; and May 18 with 
Fernie author and Convergence workshop 
leader Keith Liggett, Nakusp Library. www.
widespot.ca/convergence-writers-weekend/

DUMONT CREEK BURIAL SOCIETY 
Annual General Meeting, April 30, 7-9 pm, 
at the Vallican Whole Community Centre.
IN A CELEBRATION OF HISTORY 
Ellen Burt presents What Forever Feels 
Like, a memoir of Johnsons Landing. April 
19, Johnsons Landing Hall, 3:30 pm.
HILLS RECREATION SOCIETY 
Annual General Meeting Sunday, April 
28, 3 pm, Hills Community Hall. Annual 
membership fee per household is only $5.
AN UNCONVENTIONAL LIFE, A 
SPECIAL LANGHAM SHOW. Saturday 
April 13, 7:30 pm. Lynn van Deursen 
& Noemi Kiss return with their musical 
drama about a young Jewish woman who 
challenges the status quo. Tickets $18 @ 
Sunnyside & Willow.
CAFE LANGHAM PRESENTS THE 
PAINTED DOGS OF ZIMBABWE 
Saturday April 20, 7 pm. Zimbabwean 
conservationist & guide Fannuel Nsingo 
shares his experience as a researcher 
in Zimbabwe’s national parks working 
to protect Africa’s Painted Dogs. $10 
suggested donation, all welcome.
A SPECIAL LANGHAM SHOW 
BERLIN WALTZ Thursday April 18, 7:30 

pm. Fringe-theatre sensation Devon More 
presents her cold war cabaret - a funny 
travelogue of high jinx & history told 
through songs, slam poetry & puppets! $15 
Sunnyside & Willow.
BOOK LAUNCH for LITTLE STAR 
LOST. Come out to Knox Hall in New 
Denver on Sunday, April 14 at 2 pm to 
celebrate Lila Strand’s latest children’s 
book. Story reading, book sales and signing, 
snacks and little give-aways.
S L O C A N  L A K E  B O A T I N G 
ASSOCIATON AGM – Knox Hall, 2 pm, 
Easter Sunday April 21.
SQUARE DANCING! 5 piece band ‘El 
Dorado Hoedown’ and live caller. April 27, 
6:30-9 pm at the Bosun Hall in New Denver. 
Beginners are welcome. Call 358-7158 for 
information.
SLOCAN VALLEY THREADS GUILD’S 
annual Yard & Yardage event! Sunday, April 
28 from 10 to 2, Highway 3 at Perry’s Bridge 
Road. Free admission to food, fabric, plants, 
yarn, craft supplies and members’ display. 
Call Lynnda 355-2267 for information.

EXPERIENCED BC REGISTERED 
MUSIC TEACHER new to Vallican area 
with openings for piano students, age 5 and 
older, at all levels in modern, classical and 
jazz styles. Adults and special needs students 
welcome. Contact Carmen (250) 226-6951.

AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING 
CONTAINERS 20 ft. and 40 ft. sizes. 
Kootenay Containers Sales & Rentals, 
Castlegar. 250-365-3014. 
WATKINS PRODUCTS,  HAND 
CRAFTS – Bertha Williams, #11 – 217 
Zacks Rd. 250-265-9080.

YOGA IN SILVERTON – THE 
INWARD JOURNEY: Monday and 
Thursday mornings 9-10 am. Honour your 
body by reducing stress, building strength, 
flexibility and balance. Upper story of the 
fire hall in Silverton. Only 5 minutes from 
New Denver. Open to all levels. Come 
and share mindfulness and the exultation 
of inner flow.

Business Classifieds start at $10.00
Call 250-358-7218 for details
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HARDWOOD FLOORS 
WHOLESALE

SOLID 3 ¼ x ¾ OR ENGINEERED. 6 PLY. TOP 
WEAR 2 mm-5” WIDE PREFINISHED ALUMI-
NUM OXIDE, SMOOTH OR BRUSHED. $4.59 
SF PLT. AVAILABLE IN 6”-7 ½” – 8 ¾” WIDE. 
INFLOOR HEAT COMPATIBLE. 25 YEARS 

GUARANTEE. AND MUCH MORE.
AT JUAN’S 1503 HWY 3A 

THRUMS (CASTLEGAR) BC
250-304-7466 • 250-399-6377 

Mon-Sat 8:30 am - 5 pm

mobile	 (250) 551-TIME (8463)

Jim Pownall 
& Co.

LOG & TIMBER 
FRAME HOMES

Crane Service
New Denver • BC

250-358-2566
jpownall@telus.net

HALL LUMBER 
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat 
10 am to 5 pm

PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd. 

Edgewood, BC

• Registered Septic System 
designer and installer •
• Ready Mix Concrete • 

• Lock Blocks • Drain Rock • 
• Road Crush • Sand & Gravel • 

• Dump Trucks • Excavator • 
• Crusher • Coloured Concrete • 

• Site Preparation •
Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
Ph. 265-4615 • vieirac@telus.net

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN 
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Indoor Garden 
Supplies

Castlegar
250-304-2911

1730 Hwy 3, Selkirk Spring Building
dan@canadiangardensupply.com

Safety, Service, Satisfaction
Installation and maintenance
jim@jemsgas.com

Wired by Alex
Electrical Contracting Ltd

Alex Joseph

250-358-7721

Crescent Bay 
Construction Ltd.

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431 
• Email cresbay@telus.net

Leaf Cabinetry
Residential & commercial 

cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC

250.226.7441 
www.leafcabinetry.com

CONSTRUCTION
FOUNDATIONS • ROOFING • RENOVATIONS

Specializing in Timber Framing
Cell: 250-265-8503 Home: 250-265-2278

• BONDED Journeyman carpenter 

• HPO Licenced Builder #42639 

Tyler Paynton • 250.777.3654 • silverridgeearthsnow@hotmail.com

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
• Power Trowel • Concrete Finishing

• Concrete Stamping and Acid 
Staining • Forming • Tile Setting

• Cultured & Natural Stone Installation

CREATIVE MASONRY SOLUTIONS 
FOR YOUR HOME AND BUSINESS

           Patrick Baird
            250-354-8562
              elementconcrete.ca

K & A
Kent & Arlene Yardcare Services

Housewatch • Free Estimates
358-2508 • 358-7785 • 505-8210

wyofonoff1@yahoo.ca

Darrell A. Olsen 
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
Box 595 Nakusp, BC	 Cell: 250-265-1342
VOG 1R0		  Phone: 250-265-4621

MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter 

TimberFrame Homes
    Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall

Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding

Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales

                 dave@maddentimber.com
                          250 265 1807

Licensed Residential Builder & General Contractor 
Design • Project Management • Building Services 

www.trctimberworks.com

Suite 3, 622 Front St 
Nelson, BC Vll 4B7 
   C: (250)551-6584

Tim Reilly

T: (250) 551-7127
E: joszef@airpost.net

PAINTING

Support the 
Valley Voice with a 

voluntary subscription
Only $10-$30 

Send Cheque or Money Order to: 
Valley Voice, Box 70, 

New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0

PETS

REAL ESTATE

SINGING HU EACH DAY can lead to a 
deeper understanding of yourself and why 
things happen the way they do in your life. 
It opens your awareness to new viewpoints 
and attitudes. Anyone can work with the HU 
regardless of age, background, or religion. 
http://eckankarblog.org/sound-of-soul 
Eckankar, The Path of Spiritual Freedom.
ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS a 
problem in your life? AA, NA and AL-ANON 
(family) meetings can help. For information on 
AA: in New Denver, 250-358-7158; Nakusp, 
265-4216; Kaslo, 353-9617; Heart of the Slocan 
Valley, 551-4104; Playmor Junction, 226-7252. 
For NA: New Denver, 358-7265. For AL-ANON 
(family): New Denver, 250-551-6540. Please, if 
you can’t get through, try another number. 
CARPENTER CREEK LAST WISHES 
SOCIETY provides information on 
preplanning for death and advice for alternative 
funeral arrangements. Ph: 250-777-1974. 
www.carpentercreeklastwishessociety.ca 
NELSON & AREA ELDER ABUSE 
PREVENTION Resource Centre: 250-352-
6008 NelsonElderAbusePrevention@gmail.com/ 
www.nelsonelderabuseprevention.ca. Drop-in 
Wednesdays 12-2 pm, 719 Vernon Street, Nelson. 
Nelson and District Seniors Coordinating Society.

90 DAYS TO A BETTER DOG: relaxed 
walks, come when called, have fun. Learn 
more at www.proudofmydog.ca

SMALL HOUSE IN NAKUSP, BC, 700 sq. ft. 
on .37 acre, quiet cul-de-sac. Shed and garden tools 
included. $178,500. By appt. only. 250-517-8797.

Clarification
In the article, ‘Cannabis co-

op to help small growers access 
legal market,’ in our March 28 
issue, we reported that some 
Slocan Valley growers have formed 
the Kootenay United Cannabis 
Association (KUCA). In fact, the 
directors of KUCA are from all over 
the West Kootenay region and are 
representative of the many aspects 
of the cannabis industry.

The BC Oil and Gas Commission 
recently revealed some concerning 
figures about abandoned oil and gas 
wells in British Columbia. In one 
example, Ranch Energy recently 
declared bankruptcy, leaving up to 
500 abandoned wells in care of the 
commission. Much of the cost to 
clean up those sites will likely fall on 
the shoulders of the BC taxpayer, and 
could be as much as $90 million for 
Ranch Energys wells alone.

However, the problem is much 
bigger than that. There are more than 
122,000 inactive wells across western 

From the Hill: Cannings on 
cost to taxpayers of abandoned wells and mines

Canada, and most have absolutely 
no prospect of ever operating again. 
In BC, the provincial government 
is moving to a system of levies on 
active wells, designed to raise about 
$10 million per year to cover clean-up 
costs of the orphaned wells. This may 
fall well short of what is needed.

At the end of January, a decision 
by the Supreme Court of Canada in the 
Redwater case provided some good 
news on this front. Lower courts in 
Alberta had ruled that the assets of a 
bankrupt resource company must be 
disbursed to banks and other creditors 
before being used for obligatory 
reclamation work on abandoned 
wells. But the Supreme Court found 
otherwise. As Supreme Court Chief 
Justice Robert Wagner wrote in the 
decision, “Bankruptcy is not a licence 
to ignore rules.”

This issue goes beyond abandoned 
oil and gas wells to mines and other 
resource extraction operations.

It has been estimated that there 
are more than 1,800 abandoned mines 
in BC that have little possibility of 

clean-up by the companies that created 
them. This is the legacy of a time 
when there were few laws requiring 
financial securities to guarantee mine 
clean-up costs. BC was one of the first 
to bring in such laws, but prior to 1969 
there were no reclamation securities 
required.

In Canada’s northern territories 
the federal government has had to 
cover these clean-up costs, meaning 
our taxes are often used to deal with 
someone else’s mess.

The Faro Mine in Yukon was 
abandoned 20 years ago. It is a 
25-square-km moonscape of toxic 
waste, once the largest open pit lead-
zinc mine in the world. Canadians 
have already spent about $300 million 
maintaining the site since it was 
abandoned, and the clean-up has 
barely begun. It is estimated Canadians 
will have to pay a billion dollars to 
completely remediate this mess.

At Giant Mine outside Yellowknife 
there are massive sealed storage 
chambers containing a total of 237,000 
tonnes of arsenic trioxide. The site’s 

950-hectare footprint is also highly 
contaminated with arsenic and other 
toxins. The clean-up has already cost 
close to a billion dollars and each 
year costs an additional $2 million. 
Clean-up involves freezing the arsenic 
for eternity.

And eternity, as Woody Allen said, 
“is a long time, especially toward the 
end.”

Natural resources are the backbone 
of the Canadian economy, and most 
resource companies act responsibly, 
providing good jobs for Canadians 
and cleaning up their operations 
afterwards. Future generations of 
Canadians must not be burdened by 
the environmental damage caused by a 
few corporations who reap tremendous 
profits from the extraction of our 
shared resources, then walk away from 
the mess. We need to have regulatory 
systems at both the provincial and 
federal levels that uphold the polluter-
pay principle, so that we all benefit 
from the sale of our natural resources.

Richard Cannings, MP, South 
Okanagan-West Kootenay
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Rachel Eckert
(nee Riggins)

It is with deep sorrow that we say 
goodbye to our wife, mother, grand-
mother, great-grandmother and 
friend. Rachel was born to Edgar 
and Jennie Riggins on October 15, 
1933 in Leo, Alberta and passed 
away on March 24, 2019 in Vernon, 
BC at the age of 85 years. She will 
be lovingly remembered by her 
husband Arnold, to whom she was 
married for 66 years, her 2 sons; 
Gary (Donna) of Edgewood, BC 
and Glen (Tammy) of Vernon, BC, her 2 daughters; Valerie Kraft (Murray) 
of Burstall, Saskatchewan and Brenda Eckert of Medicine Hat, Alberta, 
7 grandchildren and 7 great-grandchildren, her sister; Verna Riggins of 
Naniamo, B.C. along with numerous nieces, nephews, extended family 
members and friends. Rachel was predeceased by her parents; Edgar and 
Jennie Riggins, her brother; Clyde and by her sisters; Irene Reeves and 
Bernice Everett.

We all miss her unconditional love and tireless devotion to her husband and 
her family. Her warm heart, open door and home baking to all who wished 
to come by her home will be greatly missed and cherished. Rachel’s strong 
faith in God was evident in every aspect of her life which she held so dear.

Cremation preceded a Celebration of Rachel’s Life which was held at Bethel 
Funeral Chapel on Tuesday, April 2, 2019 at 1:00 pm with Pastor Little officiating. 
Interment of Rachel’s cremated remains in the Pleasant Valley Cemetery 
along with a Reception in the Bethel Tea Room followed after the service.

Funeral arrangements have been made with
BETHEL FUNERAL CHAPEL LTD.,

5605 27th Street, Vernon, BC  V1T 8Z5   (250) 542-1187

Teir, Ruth Viola (Nee Aylwin) 
May 9, 1919 – March 5, 2019 

Born May 9, 1919 in New Denver, 
British Columbia, passed away at Tabor 
Home in Abbotsford, British Columbia 
on March 5, 2019. She is survived by 

nieces Daphne Soch, Judy Luxton, Evelyn 
Garneau, Sylvia Yakoweshen, Dian 

Aylwin, Karen Lancaster, and one nephew 
Roy Aylwin. Ruth also leaves behind 

many grand and great grand nieces and 
nephews. She was predeceased by her 
husband of 56 years, George, in March 
of 1998; parents Charles and Elizabeth 

Ann Aylwin; siblings Elizabeth, Clara, Ed, Peter, Nellie, Arthur, 
Willa, Stanley, Lillie May and nephew Dennis. She will be fondly 

remembered by us all for many things but mostly her quick wit and 
keen mind right up to the end. Ruth’s ashes will be buried beside her 
husband George at Valley View Memorial Gardens in Surrey, British 
Columbia. A memorial Service was held Tuesday, April 9 at 2 pm at 

the Tabor Home, 31944 Sunrise Crescent, Abbotsford, BC. 
Special Thanks goes to Dr. Chan and staff and residents 

at Tabor Home where she received such 
loving care.

submitted
Nine communities in the Columbia 

Basin, including Nakusp and Slocan, 
will soon have new digital equipment, 
software and other technologies that 
people can use for free to learn, connect, 
enhance their digital literacy and bring 
creative ideas to life. These purchases 
are being made with support of more than 
$613,000 from Columbia Basin Trust’s 

Community Technology Program.
In the Village of Slocan, the 

Learning Centre will expand its current 
offerings by adding a laser cutter and 
engraver, 3D printers, robotics kits, a 
video-conferencing station and software. 
This space is run by the W.E. Graham 
Community Service Society. The 
centre has been granted $85,985, which 
includes money for site improvements 

Public spaces add state-of-the-art technology
required to install the technology.

“Through improved technology and 
programming, we hope to support our 
community members in enhancing their 
technology-related skills and ultimately 
quality of life,” said Learning Centre 
manager Heather Clouston. “This will 
build skills and engage people in the 
community in new ways.”

The Nakusp Public Library gets 

a grant of $7,015 for state-of-the-art 
computers, Microsoft Office and Adobe 
Creative software, and programming 
to help patrons use the technology and 
enhance their digital literacy.

“In this digital world, technological 
resources are important, but obtaining 
them individually can be beyond the 
means of many,” said Aimee Ambrosone, 
the Trust’s director for Delivery of 
Benefits. “By installing sophisticated 
equipment like this in public facilities and 
offering digital literacy programming, 
people of all ages and abilities will be 
able to use and benefit from these tech-
enabled spaces.”

The two-year, $1.5-million program 
provides grants to registered non-
profit organizations, First Nations and 
local governments that operate public 
spaces like libraries and community 
centres. Programs such as classes and 
workshops that train people how to use 
the equipment are also supported.

The Community Technology 
Program has a two-stage application 
process. The next expression of interest 
deadline is May 6. Selected organizations 
will work with a program advisor to 
develop their project concept and write 
an application. Learn more at ourtrust.
org/communitytech.  

submitted
Slocan Community Health Centre 

(SHC) Emergency Department nurses 
Andrea Smith, Mercedes Casley and 
Steve Mounteer, along with Dr. Charles 
Burkholder, recently received training 
in Intraosseous and I-Gel Insertion. 
The day also included review of airway 
management and support using the site’s 
ventilator.

Rural ER nurses lead the way in critical care

SCH RNs Andrea Smith, Mercedes Casley, Lisa Keech (KBRH) and Steve Mounteer with the practice dummy.

The SHC is the first site in the 
Kootenay Boundary region to provide 
this advanced practice training for 
registered nurses. It provides 24-hour 
emergency coverage for Slocan Lake and 
the surrounding area. “This training has 
potential to improve patient outcomes 
through timely and advanced critical 
care,” says Andrea Smith, one of the RNs 
supporting the emergency department.

These advanced practice skills will 
support the rural emergency team in 
providing life-saving interventions. The 
ER nurses and physicians at SCH work 
in collaboration with Trail’s High Acuity 
Response Team to ensure critical patients 
receive the highest quality patient care.

Lisa Keech and Greg Rollins from 
the KBRH HART team facilitated and 
mentored this training event.

submitted
Lynn van Deursen and Noemi 

Kiss perform an enchanting musical 
drama based on the movie Yentl, 
about a young Jewish woman who 
challenged the status quo. Born of 
local soprano Kiss’s desire to sing 

An Unconventional Life returns to The Langham April 13
the songs from Streisand’s acclaimed 
film, An Unconventional Life is an 
adaptation written by local thespian 
van Deursen.  

Through the guise of a graduation 
speech, Kiss and van Deursen bring 
to life the tale of an unconventional 

young woman and her passionate 
pursuit of an education in a strict 
traditional society. Nelson’s Judy 
Runions accompanies on piano.

Saturday, April 13 at 7:30 pm. 
Tickets are $18 at Sunnyside Naturals 
& Willow Home Gallery in Kaslo.

submitted
The Hidden Garden Gallery invites 

you to a Food for Thought presentation 
by Deborah Sword, Sunday April 28, 
7:30, at the Knox Hall in New Denver. 

After her well-attended talk last 
year, we’ve invited Sword back to 
share more conflict competence tips. 
Good Intentions: the words, the actions, 
the results will be research based, 
entertaining and interactive, with active 
discussions that leave you with concrete 
ideas for improving the quality of your 
interactions.  

Intentions could be a meaningful 
part of communication. Instead, our 
intentions are often accidental and 
usually invisible. In this talk, Sword will 
differentiate between positive intention 
setting and negative intention blaming. 
She will engage the audience in making 
links between what we have learned 
from our unique, individual life journey 
and how that applies to relationships.

Most of Sword’s career has been in 
conflict management and she still loves 
the work. She started with a masters 
degree in Environmental Dispute 
Resolution (let’s get this resolved). 
From there, she moved to Conflict 

Hidden Garden Gallery Food for Thought: Good Intentions
Management (let’s be more conflict 
competent now and in the future). For 
her doctorate, she studied Conflict 
Analysis (let’s ask better questions about 
the heart of conflict, analyze earlier, and 
delve deeper). 

Sword has convened thousands 
of innovative conflict management 
processes, locally and internationally, 
has taught conflict studies at universities 

and privately, and trained boards of 
directors in effective governance. She’s 
active as a writer, researcher, trainer, 
coach, and keynote speaker. An active 
volunteer, she served on the boards of 
numerous environmental and peace 
organizations

Come explore your power to 
improve your conflict competence. 
Admission is by donation.

The West Kootenay Permaculture Co-op has received an $89,000 grant from CBT to expand the current gleaning 
program, upgrade food recovery technology and infrastructure, and build knowledge in local communities about 
food gathering, preparation, preservation and storage. The co-op will be seeking more local food from farms and 
community gardens to distribute to local people having a hard time accessing nutritious food. The Kootenay Food 

Resiliency Initiative will cover the entire Slocan Valley to New Denver, as well as Nelson and Castlegar.
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The DISCOVERY centre is OPEN for the season!
OPENING day Sunday April 28th from 11 am - 1 pm

The Doukhobor DISCOVERY Centre is hosting their 
AGM from 11 am -11:40 pm followed by a traditional 

Doukhobor lunch.
Free admission and tour. Find out what is NEW this 

summer at the Doukhobor Village.

Bring the whole family and friends to meet the NEW 
board and Staff of Doukhobor DISCOVERY centre.

Kootenay Doukhobor Historical Society
112 Heritage Way, Castlegar BC V1N 4M5
www.facebook.com/DoukhoborDiscoveryCentre/

submitted
The RDCK’s Regional Energy 

Efficiency Program (REEP) – Home 
Renovation is open for registration. 
Residents who register for a subsidized 
evaluation will be eligible for rebates 
as well as lowering their energy costs.

Residents of the Regional 
District of Central Kootenay can 
access a subsidized EnerGuide home 
energy evaluation to learn how to 
reduce energy consumption and 
lower greenhouse gas emissions by 

Registration now open for energy efficient home reno program
completing energy efficient upgrades. 
Following the evaluation, they will be 
able to access current rebate offers, 
financing options, a local contractor 
list and energy coaching. The program 
can also benefit renters and those who 
are low-income.

“The REEP supports the Regional 
District of Central Kootenay’s 
commitment to reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions and improve the quality 
of life for residents,” said board chair 
Aimee Watson. “We are pleased 

to work with our partners in this 
program to make it more affordable 
for residents to make energy efficiency 
renovations to their homes.”

To register, visit www.rdck.ca/
reep for information and to access an 
online registration form, or contact 
program manager Carmen Proctor 
by phone 250-352-8278 or email 
ecosave@nelson.ca. Hard copy 
registration forms are also available 
in municipal and RDCK offices across 
the region.

You can also learn more about 
the program at various events from 
April to June 2019. At the information 
events, you can ask questions, meet 

local contractors, and connect with 
financial partners to discuss loan 
options for energy upgrades. The 
events are listed below and will be 
held from 6 pm to 8 pm.

April 23: Slocan Legion Branch 
276, 502 Harold Street, Slocan.

April 24: Silverton/New Denver, 
Silverton Memorial Hall, 203 Lake 
Avenue.

May 1: Nakusp & District Sports 
Complex, 200 8th Ave NW.

May 6: Kaslo Branch 74 Royal 
Canadian Legion, 403 5th St.

June 3: Area E, Harrop Hall, 6066 
McConnell Road.

June 11: Area A, Crawford Bay 

Hall, 16230 Wadds Road.
June 25: Area D, Lardeau Valley 

Community Club, Highway 31, 
Meadow Creek.

 In addition to the Home 
Renovation program, the program’s 
New Home component continues to 
support builders through education, 
training and access to information. 
In March, builders from across the 
RDCK attended the BCIT ‘Lab in 
the Box’ training course in Nelson 
and Revelstoke and received training 
in high performance construction. 
For more information about how to 
improve the efficiency of your new 
build, please visit www.rdck.ca/reep.

by Jan McMurray
The RDCK has received $24,500 

for evacuation route planning from 
the Province of BC’s Community 
Emergency Preparedness Fund 
(CEPF).

“This is not for standard 
evacuation route planning,” explains 

RDCK gets funding for evacuation route planning for remote communities
Chris Johnson, emergency program 
manager at the RDCK. “This is for 
communities where evacuations are 
difficult due to the routes available.”

The six communities chosen 
for the project include Argenta/ 
Johnsons Landing, Harrop-Procter, 
Glade, Edgewood, Riondel, and 

Deer Park.
“There were others that we 

considered, but had to narrow them 
down,” said Johnson. “We focused 
on single-access or difficult-to-
access communities.” He added 
that ferry-access-only communities 
were identified right away, followed 
by communities with just one road 
in and out.

The RDCK will hire a consultant 
to have discussions with community 
members and to look at the logistics. 
“When we talk about Harrop-Procter 
evacuation, can we get the big ferry? 
Do we need boats, helicopters? 
Those are the kinds of things the 
consultant will have to figure out,” 
Johnson said.

The project must be completed 
by February 2020.

by Jan McMurray
Whether or not Executive Flight 

Centre (EFC) will go to trial in the 
Lemon Creek fuel spill case remains 
to be seen.

EFC’s request for an appeal of 
Justice Donegal’s decision was heard in 
the BC Court of Appeal in Vancouver 
on April 5. No decision was made at 
the hearing.

The charges against EFC were 

No decision yet on EFC’s appeal request
stayed by Judge Mrozinski in September 
2017. The federal Crown appealed 
Judge Mrozinki’s decision and won. 
In December 2018, Justice Donegal 
overturned the decision to stay the 
charges against EFC, and ordered a 
new trial.

EFC’s application for leave to 
appeal Justice Donegal’s decision was 
heard April 5, and now we wait for the 
decision.


