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Lardeau Valley residents protest Kootenay Lake bull trout cull

by Art Joyce
More than 40 Lardeau Valley
residents staged a ‘flash mob’ protest
of a bull trout cull at the Duncan dam
on July 16. Organized on short notice
by the Friends of the Lardeau River
(FLR), protestors were expressing
concern for the culling of a blue-listed
(endangered) species.
A Ministry of Forests, Lands,
Natural Resource Operations and
Rural Development media release
states that the action is being taken
“as part of the Kootenay Lake Action
Plan to recover kokanee stocks.”
Biologists say predation from larger
species like bull trout is to blame
for the collapse of the kokanee
population in Kootenay Lake.
FLR board member Peter
Jonker says the group confronted
government biologists Jeff Burrows
and Matt Neufeld at the site. “The
protestors conducted themselves
respectfully and peacefully,” says
Jonker.
In addition to the lack of
any advance warning or local
involvement, the group objected to
the “totally experimental nature of
this kokanee recovery action, the
ministry’s apparent panicked rush
to bring kokanee numbers back to
historic levels, and the degree to
which government planning for the
Kootenay Lake ecosystem is dictated
by angler economics.”
Jonker says biologists Burrows
and Neufeld spent about two hours
talking to protestors, offering “a
very commendable science lesson
and a promise to FLR that locals
be kept earlier and better informed
in the future. They indicated that
although endangered in some areas of
the Pacific Northwest and therefore
‘blue-listed’ by the BC Conservation

Data Centre, the bull trout population
in Kootenay Lake is vibrant.” A
Fisheries Advisory Committee in
early June recommended the culling
action, even though this action is not
one included in the original Kootenay
Lake Action Plan.
The ministry says that as part of
its recovery plan, it is increasing catch
limits for bull trout and removing
bull trout from the Kaslo/ Keen and
Hamill Creeks in early fall, an action
they describe as “a short-term strategy
to improve kokanee recovery.”
Locations for bull trout removal
were chosen based on maximum
potential benefit to kokanee recovery
and minimal impact on bull trout
populations. Captured bull trout will
be frozen, and then provided to local
food banks. Burrows and Neufeld
explained to the protestors that
kokanee are a keystone species on
which predators such as bull trout and
rainbow trout are dependent.
Despite the science lesson by
the government biologists, FLR
members remain mostly unconvinced
that “mass killing of one species to
save another is a necessary tactic.”
They are concerned that short-term
strategies like the cull are being
driven primarily by an economic
rather than environmental agenda.
Jonker says funds for fish research
in BC come “almost entirely” from
the Freshwater Fisheries Society,
an agency whose current funding
objective is to support “continual
improvement in our public freshwater
fisheries that provide important
benefits to anglers, businesses
and governments.” During their
discussion with protestors, Burrows
and Neufeld conceded that if the
government were to pursue a handsoff management approach, the

predator/ prey populations would
eventually rebalance, although it
“may take 100 years.”
According to the ministry,
bull trout spawning populations
“increased by more than 100%
between 2015 and 2017, with
approximately 3,500 bull trout
spawners in 2017 alone. Historically,
the number of spawning kokanee
in Kootenay Lake has ranged from
250,000 to nearly 2.2 million. This
number declined to 18,000 in 2017,”
caused by historically high kokanee
predator abundance (bull trout and
Gerrard rainbow trout). The ministry
has been stocking kokanee eggs since

2015, with 16 million eggs stocked
and a further five to seven million to
be added this fall. Predator stocks will
be reassessed this fall and next spring.
“We worry whether this sort
of intensive intervention will set
the stage for repeated similar
interventions in years ahead,” says
Jonker.
Culling as a means of ‘saving’
species remains controversial
amongst conservation groups and
some biologists. But according to
the ministry, removals of ‘invasive’
species such as bass, pike and perch
are frequently done. The ministry says
for genetic conservation concerns,

fish removals were used on Columbia
white sturgeon and removals of
lake trout were used extensively to
recover depressed kokanee stocks
in Lake Pend D’Oreille, Idaho. In
2015, Parks Canada biologists began
culling brook trout and brown trout
near Banff in an attempt to protect
native bull and cutthroat populations.
The 2016 Kootenay Lake Action
Plan was developed by an advisory
team with representatives from the
ministry, Freshwater Fisheries Society
of BC, the BC Wildlife Federation,
and First Nations. The advisory team
recommended additional stocking and
predator management in May 2018.

Over 40 Lardeau Valley community members marched to the Duncan Dam on July 17 to protest the government’s attempt to bring back the
kokanee with a bull trout cull.
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Argenta roadside gathering highlights residents’ concerns about logging
by Jan McMurray
About 30 residents of Argenta
and Johnson’s Landing gathered on
the side of the road outside Argenta
Hall on July 12 to show their concern
about the two logging operations they
are facing in their community.
Sunshine Logging began
harvesting on its woodlot on July 16,
and Cooper Creek Cedar is doing
field work this summer in preparation
for logging as early as this fall. Both
of these forestry tenures are on the
Argenta-Johnson’s Landing face.
“The intention of this gathering
is to bring awareness of what’s
happening in our community’s
forest, with logging pressure from
two sources,” said Argenta resident
Chelsey Jones. “We want to make our
concern about our fragile hillside and
watershed known, and call attention
to what we see as harmful forestry
policies in BC. Also, we are gathering
in solidarity as concerned community
members to share our thoughts and

ideas and support each other for what
seems to be coming.”
Residents at the gathering
discussed their concerns about their
water, the industrial traffic, the lack
of community consultation on the
woodlot logging, and the language
in Sunshine’s Woodlot Licence Plan
and CCC’s Forest Stewardship Plan
that “is very weak on accountability.”
“Nowhere in the Woodlot
Licence Plan does it say that anyone
is accountable for the water. What
does the community do if the water
gets damaged?” one resident asked.
Another said he didn’t buy
into the economic argument for
the woodlot operation. “They are
logging with a feller buncher. It’s
industrial logging, so it doesn’t create
many jobs. Tourism has a greater
economic benefit. The two nearby
provincial parks are advertised as
having ‘million dollar views’ and
we’d like it to stay that way.”
“We feel so powerless for things

so vital and long lasting,” another
resident said. “The community has
to accept all of the risks and gets no
benefits. We risk our water and our
hillside, and we get no benefits – in
fact, the asset is being taken away!”
Many of the residents at the
gathering voiced support for the
local Mt. Willet Wilderness Forever
group’s efforts to have the ArgentaJohnson’s Landing Face included in
the Purcell Wilderness Conservancy.
In a telephone interview, Jeff
Mattes of Sunshine Logging said he
heard the same concerns about water
and slope stability the last time they
logged in the woodlot 10 years ago.
“It’s been 10 years and there have
been no issues,” he said. “We’re going
to do our good harvesting and meet
our obligations.”
Mattes said he has spoken to
local residents and has told them he
won’t argue with them about their
philosophical views and he doesn’t
expect them to accept his. He has
made the Woodlot Licence Plan

available at the post office in Argenta
and is happy to speak to people on the
phone and answer questions.
“We’re treating the forest like a
garden. When you plant a few seeds,
it grows, and then you harvest. The
same works in the forest. Just like
a garden, it doesn’t look great most
of the year, but it looks wonderful
when it’s grown. If it gets old, though,
nature will come and burn it and you
have to start all over again.”
Mattes said to mitigate the traffic
issue, they have put up signs. Also,
they are harvesting at this time of year
to avoid the school bus.
Sunshine is harvesting 8,0008,500 cubic metres of wood on about
18 hectares. Mattes said there is a lot
of dead, dry wood up there – about
35% will go to the pulp mill, and the
balance will go to Kalesnikoff. The
annual allowable cut is about 1,700
cubic metres, Mattes said, so this is a
five-year cut. The harvesting will take
four or five weeks. There are no plans
to return anytime soon.

“We’re just meeting our five-year
quota. We’re trying to be as obscure
as possible. We’ll be there for 30 days
and then they won’t see us. They like
their peace and quiet and some have
a green view which is different from
mine.”
In a telephone interview with
Bill Kestell of Cooper Creek Cedar,
he said they are so early in their
development planning that there are
no details to offer yet. “We’re going to
be very, very thorough in completing
all our assessments,” he said. “There
are resources that need to be managed
for, and water is certainly at the top
of the list. Fire mitigation, terrain
stability and water are the three top
concerns, and that’s consistent in any
development we would be doing.”
Kestell said they’d be starting to
develop a plan in the next few weeks,
and would be engaging more with
the community at that time. “We’ll
provide maps and other information
that will promote engagement, at a
time that changes can be made.”

Open Sun. 11-3 • 411 Kootenay St, Nelson

Everett, John David
March 10, 1947- June 24 2018
John passed away peacefully in hospital with his
brother Terry and sister-in-law Bobbie by his side.
He will be sadly missed and always remembered
by his sister Darlene, brothers Brian and Terry
as well as nieces and nephews.

Residents of Argenta and Johnson’s Landing gathered on July 12 to show concern about two logging operations.

John was predeceased by his devoted partner
Joe, mother Mildred, father Tony, brother Robin
and step mother Ann.
John was a loving caring person who enjoyed spending his retirement in Silverton
and later New Denver. He loved working on computers and after Joe’s death (2017)
was excited about a new interest in flying model airplanes. This new interest was
cut short by leukemia.
We would like to thank the hospital and doctors and nurses for their care

The Healthy Community Society of the North Slocan Valley (HCS) has purchased this salad bar and is serving up delicious salads with ingredients from local farms and gardens at the
Friday Market in New Denver. The New Denver & Area Youth Network is also involved, providing employment for local youth. Pictured here are two youth workers, Adryan and Stephanie,
with HCS Project Coordinator Paula Shandro. This project is the ‘phoenix arising from the ashes’ of the Village Hearth Restaurant – with more to come, so stay tuned. HCS established
the restaurant in October 2016 to promote local food; it burned down accidentally in February 2017. The HCS School Lunch program at Lucerne School also features a salad bar.

Allan Eneas (Penticton band, Okanagan Nation), Wowia-Joe Cohen (Shuswap band, Secwepemc Nation) and Wayne Louie (Lower Kootenay Band, Ktunaxa Nation) at the Burton
flats on July 14. Wayne Louie ended his ‘Ancestral Homelands Tour’ here on July 14 and 15. He had sturgeon-nose canoes, tipis, a drum and other traditional musical instruments, an
arrowhead collection, baskets, bird and fish nets, traditional regalia, and lots of stories to tell. He says he retraced his ancestors’ footprints on his tour, starting in Creston, journeying
up Kootenay Lake to Kokanee Creek Park on the west arm, to Castlegar at the confluence of the Kootenay and Columbia Rivers, and up to Burton, where there used to be a reserve.
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Lower Kootenay Band divided over Adventure Tourism application with Retallack

by Jan McMurray
Lower Kootenay Band members
who are opposed to the Retallack/
Lower Kootenay Band application
for an Adventure Tourism tenure in
the South Purcells between Kaslo
and Cranbrook have spoken out in a
press release.
“It was the Chief and Band
Council that jumped into bed with
Retallack – not the Band members.
No right-thinking Ktunaxa would
co-sign an agreement that denudes
part of a mountain, displaces
our wildlife, and demolishes our
cherished huckleberry patches,” says
Rob Louie Jr., legal scholar, in the
media release.
The release says that Rob Louie
Jr. is concerned with the secrecy
around the application. “The problem
here is that the information and
money stopped at the door of the
Band Council. The Band members
didn’t know that a mountain in their
traditional territory was going to be
forever altered by Retallack.”
Rob Louie Jr. has been in touch
with the Ministry of Forests, Lands,
Natural Resource Operations and
Rural Development about his

concerns. He says the ministry
has advised him that face-to-face
consultation meetings with band
members will be required, and that
it will be over a year before the
application is adjudicated – due not
only to Louie Jr’s concerns but also to
logistic and technical problems with
the partnership agreement.
The release says that hereditary
elder Rob Louie Sr. has told Retallack
from the outset that he would oppose
the application to the point that “it
will never happen.”
Curtis Wullum, Director of
Development Services, Lower
Kootenay Band, responded to
questions from the Valley Voice in
an email statement, as follows:
“Lower Kootenay Band
acknowledges that there are
differences of opinion within our own
community and the larger community.
Our leadership is committed to
listening to all voices and carefully
considering the feedback we receive
about our proposed adventure tourism
joint venture with Retallack. We will
use the community’s feedback to
fine tune our proposal into a truly
exceptional one that benefits not

only our community but other local
communities as well.
“We recognize that there are
currently challenges and issues that
need to be overcome, however, we
are seeking a respectful dialogue on
how to best create benefits for all.
“We would like to thank the
public, user groups and provincial
and municipal officials who have
provided feedback thus far. We
have committed to review all
directly received public comments
or government summary comments
that are made available to us.
From there, we are committed to
identifying and proposing future
project amendments.
“We can confirm that there
has been ongoing community
consultation with yaqan nukiy
members regarding the proposal and
the partnership. Further, we intend to
host additional community meetings
at yaqan nukiy and the other Ktunaxa
communities in the future.
“Locations and dates of
public meetings in neighbouring
communities will also be announced
in the future.
“The Lower Kootenay Band

by Jan McMurray and Barbara
Curry Mulcahy
The proposed cell tower in
the village of Slocan was a hot
topic at the July 9 council meeting.
Although the issue was not on the
agenda, Mayor Lunn allowed a
public participation period both
at the beginning and at the end
of the meeting to give people the
opportunity to speak their minds.
All three people who spoke in
favour gave safety as the reason
for wanting the service. Rory
Lindsay, Lemon Creek resident,
gave examples of incidents where
cell service would have been very
helpful – an accident on the rail trail
and the Lemon Creek fuel spill.
Slocan resident and Fire Chief
John Gates said he is happy that cell
service is coming to Slocan, but feels
the service is needed valley-wide.
He said fire departments don’t get
dispatched properly or effectively
without cell service.
Slocan resident Loren Guerin
is also in favour for safety reasons,
and provided council with print-outs
from the ‘Slocan Buy Sell and Trade’
Facebook page she manages. She
said that when people were quizzed,
31 were for and two were against,
with safety as the number one reason
for wanting the service, followed by
GPS capability.
Brandon resident Kevin
Millership handed council a petition
with signatures of people against
the service, and said he would
continue collecting signatures.
He is concerned about the health
impacts, as radiation from cell
phones has been categorized as
possibly carcinogenic by the World
Health Organization. To counter
the safety argument, he pointed out
that distracted driving has caused
many accidents, and said there are
other devices that can be used for

emergency communications.
Kai Cabodyna, who lives in
the rural area surrounding Slocan,
said he moved to the valley because
it is “a more human place,” and
doesn’t want to see people on cell
phones all the time. He also said
cell phone radiation “messes with
our neurological function.”
Merina Matthew of Lemon
Creek said she moved here because
there is no cell service, as her
daughter is “very sensitive.”
Rural Slocan resident Emily
Gerrard cited statistics from the
US on injuries and deaths caused
by distracted driving, and said
cell phones cause developmental
problems in children.
Ray Ducharme and his wife,
from Calgary, both spoke against the
Slocan tower. Ray is electrosensitive
and got sick when a tower was
installed near his home. “When you
live it, it’s a nightmare... millions
of people suffer from it,” he said,
pointing out that other countries
are placing restrictions on it. He
suggested that Telus should put
the tower “on top of a mountain
somewhere.” His wife suggested
that the Village can attract people
to the community by advertising it
as a safe place for people who are
electrosensitive. “You have one of
the few places in Canada where
people are safe,” she said.
Mayor Lunn explained that Telus
recently approached the Village with
their plan to install a tower in Slocan.
She said that council had forwarded
Telus a petition they received in
favour of cell service about three
years ago, and letters they’d received
from businesses and residents more
recently. She explained that this is a
Telus project, and Telus is required
to do public consultation. When
Telus announced the 30-day public
consultation period, the Village

published a notice in its newsletter.
Telus has told the Valley Voice
that they are planning to install a
macro cell site at 903 Hume Street
(and Giffin Avenue) next year. They
will replace an existing wood utility
pole and with a moderately larger
pole, 20 metres high. The service
will be 4G LTE technology and will
serve the village and parts of Slocan
Lake. Telus is in the engineering
phase.

Proposed cell tower in Slocan hot discussion topic at council meeting

has an approved Economic Strategy
that was completed utilizing a range
of community consultation efforts.
The Economic Strategy identified
both tourism and eco-tourism as
opportunities the community wanted
to pursue.
“The Lower Kootenay Band
utilizes a strategic best practices tool
that supports the determination of
benefits and effective management
of potential business partnership
agreements.
“The Lower Kootenay Band is
presently working with Retallack
to develop an innovative, diverse
and sustainable adventure tourism
economy in the Ktunaxa Traditional
Territory. These efforts resulted in the
Adventure Tourism proposal which
was submitted to the Province in
February 2018.
“Since the application for a
Licence of Occupation is within the
unceded Traditional Territory of the
Ktunaxa Nation, consultation with
Ktunaxa citizens and communities
will be carried out by the Ktunaxa
Lands and Resource Agency (KLRA)
as per the Strategic Engagement
Agreement between the Province
the the Ktunaxa Nation. This is the

standard practice that is undertaken
for projects of this type.”
The Retallack/ Lower Kootenay
Band partnership is proposing a
45-year permit for a 700-squarekilometre tenure in the South Purcells
east of Kootenay Lake. They’d like
to offer year-round helicopter-based
recreation, including heli-skiing, helibiking, and heli-hiking, as well as ski
touring, climbing, mountaineering,
snowshoeing, dogsledding, guided
horseback tours, and filming.

JET STREAM

As it undulates across N.A., the atmosphere’s polar jet stream forms a border
between warm and cold air. It pushes air
masses and moves weather systems.
As the Arctic heats up due to climate
change, it warms the jet stream causing it
to weaken, move slower and fluctuate less
predictably. It can stall, creating unmoving
extreme or unstable weather systems.

slocanlakess.com

WANTED
TO BUY:

CEDAR AND
PINE POLES
Brian Major
• 250-938-3900

Please contact:
Gormans Pole Division

250-547-9296
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OPINION

Correction
re: Sinixt
extinction

There is a factual error in the
June 28 story ‘Colville Tribes
teams with War Pony...’ It states
the “Rick Desautel hunting
case...” is “reversing the infamous
declaration of extinction in 1956.”
This is incorrect. The declaration
of extinction of the Sinixt has not
been reversed by the Canadian
government. The Rick Desautel
case is strictly about the Sinixt right
to hunt in the Canadian portion of
their territory. The right to hunt in
no way changes the extinction order
nor does it give the Sinixt any other
rights north of the border. As long
as the extinction order persists, the
Sinixt do not have the right to make
land claims or to be consulted in
any developments in the part of
their territory occupied by Canada.
It also allows other First Nations
such as the Okanagan, Ktunaxa
and Sewpecmec to claim portions
of the Sinixt tum xula7xw, which
they have done.
In any case, the Sinixt protocol
for hunting in Canada was already
established prior to the Desautel case.
Marilyn James, the Sinixt Smum iem
elder, worked out an agreement with
the Conservation department in the
1990s which allowed for hunting for
Sinixt purposes.
Currently, there is a petition to
the Canadian government circulating
requesting the reversal of the
extinction order. Over 300 signatures
have already been presented to
our MP, Richard Cannings, to be
delivered to legislature. We are still
collecting signatures. If you would
like to work on getting the petition
signed or have a business where
it could be made available, please
contact me at k.linda@maapress.ca
lim limpt,
K.L. Kivi
New Denver
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Argenta-Johnson’s
Landing Face
proposed logging

Industrial clearcut logging on the
Argenta-Johnson’s Landing face has
been controversial for 40 years, plus.
The face was pushed out of the original
Purcell Wilderness Conservancy
proposal by local timber barons and
Forest/ Environmental Ministries
to ensure the eventual extinction of
mountain caribou, grizzly, wolverine
and all wide-ranging species. They
have nearly completed this eventuality.
In 2007 or so, I staged a peaceful
act of civil disobedience against
clearcut logging at the north end of
the Argenta face to protect habitat for
these species and my community’s
domestic source of drinking/ farming
water.
While most of the good folks of
these two small communities supported
my peaceful use of our democracy, no
others at the time had the courage to
stand with me for fear of angry loggers
and possible violence. Violence that
appears to be encouraged by regional
politicians, RCMP, and Forestry/
Environmental Ministry staff.
I was falsely charged by woodlot
owner, employee and English queen’s
RCMP of ‘Common Assault.’ The
queen’s two ‘horsemen,’ who likely
golfed with woodlot owner, kept me
handcuffed for four hours with no
water in the back of a police truck in
Kaslo. They even tried to encourage
me to escape for an excuse to be rid of
local Saxon/ Metis tree-hugger.
They are serious about putting the
fear of their god ($) into the very fabric
of our common good.
Perhaps this time a few folks
of Johnson’s Landing/ Argenta will
support locals who appear serious
about maybe standing tall peacefully
but with real resolution for their
children’s planet.
If not now, when? If not you, who?
Tom Prior
Nelson

EDITORIAL / LETTERS POLICY

The Valley Voice welcomes letters to the editor and community news
articles from our readers.
Letters and articles should be no longer than 500 words and may be
edited. We reserve the right to reject any submitted material.
Please mark your letter “LETTER TO THE EDITOR.” Include your
address and daytime phone number for verification purposes.
We will not knowingly publish any letter that is defamatory or libelous.
We will not publish anonymous letters or letters signed with pseudonyms,
except in extraordinary circumstances.
Opinions expressed in published letters are those of the author and not
necessarily those of the Valley Voice.
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Jazzfest weekend August 3rd,4th & 5th
Open Mic Hosted by: Water Street Blues

430 Front Street, Kaslo, BC
250-353-7714

The Ingrid Rice cartoon is a satirical look at current events in politics and is sponsored by the Kaslo Hotel. The Hotel does not necessarily share the political views of the artist.

Site C initiative
petition

It is time once again for us to take
a stand for what is right and show that
we do not support the decisions being
made for us. The initiative is going
forward to stop the Site C Dam Project
to inundate the Peace River Valley area
to make a reservoir as they did with
the Columbia. Only 10% of registered
voters in each provincial riding need to
sign in agreement.
Humans seem to be able to adapt
but the animals and creatures that are
removed from their natural ecosystems
largely do not survive. However,
nothing can thrive after such large-scale
devastation. We must rally together to
let the decision makers know that it is
not okay to destroy the large northern
agricultural area and adversely affect
the future of life on a larger scale than
we may be aware of, but particularly
for our Province of BC.
There seems to be a loop playing
in the backs of everyone’s minds,
something like, “Site C will go ahead
no matter what.” Where did that come
from? It can be ejected and replaced
with this, “The ill-fated Site C Project
is bound to fail.”
To get behind this movement
and remove support for the decision
makers who support Site C, become
a canvasser and help to get signatures

in your area. We are getting close to a
tipping point, perhaps this might do it.
The title of the initiative is: An
initiative to cancel the Site C Dam
Project. Got to www.elections.bc.ca
to learn more. The proponent is Ion
Moruso, ion.deluso@gmail.com.
Janet Allyn
Nakusp

Open letter to Tara
DeCourcy, District
Manager, Selkirk
Forest District

I am writing to express my heartfelt
concerns about imminent logging on the
Argenta Johnson’s Landing (AJL) Face.
Along with the approval of Cooper Creek
Cedar’s Forest Stewardship Plan, which
includes the AJL Face, I was surprised
to read in the licence plan for Woodlot
00491 (which is on a different part of
the AJL Face from the CCC licence)
that you had written woodlot manager
Jeff Mattes in December encouraging
him to present another plan for further
“development” of the woodlot on the
AJL Face. I was surprised because
relatively recently, more than 14 times
the annual allowable cut was taken,
apparently due to mountain pine beetle
– although I understand many, many
healthy trees were taken in this clearcut
‘treatment.’
So, to be clear, there are two separate
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big logging operations happening or
expected to be happening this year on
the Argenta Johnson’s Landing Face.
I read the Woodlot Licence Plan,
and am disturbed by the vague wording.
For example, what does it mean that the
“Licensee will endeavour to comply with
recommendations” regarding human
safety concerns such as slope stability
and things of risk to human health going
into waterways? I understand that the
AJL Face is not considered a community
watershed, but please understand that
all this logging is occurring on the
watersheds that service this community.
Please also understand that there are
conflicting opinions about slope stability
and the safety of logging on this Karst
landscape. Both Peter Jordan and
Leslie Anderton have spoken to our
communities and warned about logging,
and especially logging roads, on the AJL
Face due to the geology.
As a mother of two children living
in Argenta, I am sure you can understand
my deep concern and mistrust of this
process, and find cold comfort in the
professional reliance model.
I also understand that logging
policies, as they currently exist,
are being followed by both licence
holders. I do not pretend to be a logging
expert, but I understand that there is
a professional reliance review by the
current government. I anxiously await
to see some positive reform to forestry
practices in BC, as I believe current
policy is both environmentally and
socially harmful, and frankly reckless.
I am alarmed that these reforms may be
coming too late to address concerns on
the AJL Face.
In the interim, I continue to exercise
my democratic right as a concerned and
directly impacted citizen to speak against
the current practices, and must say I am
very disappointed by the decisions of
your office.
Chelsey Jones
Argenta

LETTERS

July 26, 2018 The Valley Voice

Skagit Valley
imperiled again

Old-timers will recall that one of
British Columbia’s signal environmental
battles took place over the upper
(Canadian) Skagit Valley, starting in
1969. Seattle City Light’s plan to raise
Ross Dam, just south of the international
boundary, would have flooded a flatbottomed river valley much like the
Slocan, but only 150 miles from
Vancouver. In a 15-year-long struggle
to block High Ross Dam, the Run Out
Skagit Spoilers (ROSS) Committee
assembled what was almost certainly
the broadest environmental coalition
ever organized in Canada. This included
not only outdoor clubs, naturalists,
mountaineers, and fishing and hunting
enthusiasts, but municipal governments,
political parties including the NDP,
Liberals, and Progressive Conservatives,
churches, multiple unions, and even
some IWA locals – from all over BC.
In 1984, the Canada-US Skagit
River Treaty finally stopped High Ross,
in return for elevation of the Seven Mile
Dam on the Pend d’Oreille River, which
provided Seattle with equivalent power.
It took another 13 years to finally get the
Skagit Valley elevated to provincial park
status, just at the transition from the Mike
Harcourt NDP government to the Glen
Clark government.
The long-term goal has been to
preserve a large expanse of pristine
forest, river, mountains and valley in the
upper Skagit drainage, just south of the
Crowsnest Highway and contiguous with
Manning Provincial Park, just to the east.
But the BC Liberals allowed some
logging in a reserved area of crown land
just at the western entrance to Manning
Park. Now BC Timber Sales has built
new roads in anticipation of new clearcut
logging just south of Highway 3. Over
the next few years, they plan to cross
the Silverdaisy Mountain divide, just
above one of the wildest stretches of the
Skagit River.
Environmentalists including the
Wilderness Committee, Sierra BC, and
Canadian Parks and Wilderness Society
are outraged, and now putting intense
pressure on the NDP government to
stop the planned logging immediately.
If you care about parks and wilderness
conservation, now is the time to step up
with an email or letter to government:
ENV.Minister@gov.bc.ca, FLNR.
Minister@gov.bc.ca, premier@gov.
bc.ca
To learn more about this issue,
please see: vancouversun.com and
wildernesscommittee.org.
But don’t wait. The Skagit needs
your help now.
Tom Perry
Vancouver and New Denver

Reply to Joan Law

Last issue’s correction of Joan Law’s
last sentence of her June 28, 2018 letter
to read, “There are 1.8 million Arabs in
Israel working in chosen professions,
doctors, lawyers, businessmen, Members
of Parliament etc.” does not make that
statement correct. Eight out of 10 of

Israel’s poorest cities are Arab. The vast
majority of Arabs attend separate schools
and considerably less money is spent on
their education. Approximately 60 to
70 of Israel’s 5,000 university faculty
positions are filled by Arabs. Although
Arabs can be elected to the Knesset
they are limited in their political view to
keep the state Jewish. The Arabs are not
as well off as she makes them out to be.
However, Arabs in Israel are better
off than the 700,000 who fled or were
expelled from their homes in 1948. In
December of that year, UN Resolution
194 granted the Palestinians the right to
return to the homes they were banished
from. They could not return fearing
violence as their homes and lands were
being given away. They were without
country, forced to live in refugee camps
around Israel. During the last 70 years,
Palestinians sacrificed a lot and sought all
avenues to regain their basic rights. By
accepting the state of Israel, Palestinian
leader Yasser Arafat gave up 76% of
ancestral Palestinian land and the right
to return. What did he get? Tiny West
Bank, home to 2.6 million Palestinians
being overrun by ever expanding Jewish
settlements.
In May 2017, Hamas said it would
accept a state with 1967 borders but did
not go as far as fully recognizing Israel.
One problem to the proposal – Israel
would not want to withdraw 541,000
Jewish settlers from the West Bank.
Israeli PM Netanyahu said Hamas is
attempting to fool the world.
Much of Joan Law’s letter ‘Gaza
needs to be liberated from Hamas’
is factually incorrect. Hamas is the
democratically elected government of
Gaza. What does she want to replace it
with? None of the weapons she mentions
were used. Most of the rockets fired
into Israel in her letter were fake news.
Hamas knows when it fires rockets they
get an inordinate military response.
(Search: Dahiya doctrine.) Yes, Israel
does drop leaflets warning you before
they bomb your house. After years of a
stringent blockade with no ‘food parcels’
(Search: putting Palestinians on a diet),
the people of Gaza were ready to fight
for their freedom. Like the civil rights
marchers of the US South, the people
of Gaza confronted murderous armies
and police forces and Israel had made a
spectacle of itself.
Ed Zak
Nakusp

Response to Rod
Retzlaff on pro rep

Rod Retzlaff and I have at least
one feature we share – age. I guess
where we differ is in the area of political
caution. During the first six decades of
my life, I was periodically rankled by
what seemed to me to be an unfairness
in our political elections, but never
enough to make me do the homework
on first-past-the-post (FPTP). But in the
last two decades, I’ve come to realize
that I and many others have been taken
for fools by a corrupt and undemocratic
system that reserves political power for
a minority of political insiders, bought
and paid for by lobbyists, professional

politicians, and moneyed groups at the
expense of the majority of voters. Even
Christy Clark, in her days of penance
outside of politics, gives a stirring
description of the ineptitude of FPTP.
(youtubechristyclarkcknw2009pr).
Simply put, it does not give us fair
and democratic elections.
When I realized how shortchanged
I have been and how my inaction is
shortchanging my descendants, I started
my political education in earnest. Better
late than never. But ignorance, caution,
and fear of the unknown has been
replaced by an understanding of what
democracy really means and a discovery
of how Proportional Representation (PR)
is the answer. Unlike Mr. Retzlaff, I have
absolutely no problem with putting my
feet into those shoes! Why would I not
do my best to make our electoral system
much better than it has been since the
12th century?
But Mr. Retzlaff really shocked me
with his statement: “…The party would
then decide who got the seat. That, in
my opinion is LESS democratic, and far
more corruptible than our current model.”
An astounding lack of understanding of
party lists. I suppose, unwittingly, he
does not realize that every single MLA
elected in a winning FPTP government
has come from a party list. PR party
lists will provide only a relatively small
minority of MLAs, and usually only to
achieve proportionality, one of the main
goals of PR, which is to make every vote
count equally.
His final statement about not needing
“a bunch of old, rich has beens” in the
federal Senate sits side by side with his
final sentence, “We really don’t need a
bunch of spoiled, rich people to oversee
our democracy” has a built-in irony one
can’t ignore, because in my book the
federal “old rich has beens” of the Senate
are just slightly more acceptable than
the provincial “spoiled, rich people” of
FPTP. Both groups should be terminated.
Perhaps Rod will dig further into pro
rep and come to the same conclusion I
arrived at 20 years ago. I’m convinced
that any form of PR is far more preferable
than FPTP.
Ian MacKenzie
Kamloops

Calling on
Slocan City to
reject cell tower

Two RCMP officers were in
attendance at Slocan’s latest Village
council meeting because the Village
feared there would be anarchy over
Telus’ recent proposal to place a cell
tower in Slocan.
The Village of Slocan doesn’t know
how lucky it is to have less ‘electrosmog’
(radiofrequency radiation) than Nelson
or other big cities. Nelson has a huge
4G cell phone tower right downtown
on top of the Telus building (across the
street from the library). I’ve seen more
than one letter to the editor about how
people in Nelson are feeling ill because
of that cell tower and wireless radiation.
They are suffering from a disease called
electrohypersensitivity (EHS).
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Dr. Magda Havas (Trent University,
Peterborough Ontario) told the House
of Commons Standing Committee
on Health on April 23, 2015 (HESA
Number 057) that as many as “3% of
the population, one million Canadians,
have EHS symptoms that are so severe
they are unable to function in our modern
world.” What? One million Canadians
are completely disabled because of
wireless radiation.
Dr. Havas told our Members of
Parliament that “35%, 10 million
Canadians, have mild to moderate
symptoms” of EHS and that symptoms
of electrohypersensitivity include
“headaches, chronic pain, chronic
fatigue, sleeping problems, difficulty
concentrating, poor short-term memory,
mood disorders including depression and
anxiety, dizziness, nausea, and tinnitus.”
What? 10 million Canadians are mildly
to moderately disabled with EHS.
Funny enough (not), two such
Canadians from Calgary showed up at
Slocan’s Village council meeting. They
told Slocan’s mayor and council that they
had to move away from a cell tower by
their house in Calgary a few years ago
to recover from EHS.
Industry Canada and Telus have
told the Village of Slocan that installing
a cell tower in downtown Slocan is safe
because of Safety Code 6 (SC6). SC6 is
Health Canada’s guideline concerning
the potential health risks of RFR from
wireless telecommunication devices.
The problem is SC6 doesn’t have a leg to
stand on in regards to the safety of RFR
since the release of the 2016 National
Toxicology Program’s $25 million study
on cell phone RFR released in March
2018. This study found that cancer
was “likely” the result of “whole-body
exposure to GSM or CDMA modulated
RFR.” GSM (Global System for Mobile
Communication) and CDMA (Code
Division Multiple Access) are the two
types of radio frequencies used in the
Canadian wireless networks to run cell
phones. This is important, and lost on
Slocan’s Village council.
The World Health Organization/
International Agency for the Research
on Cancer (IARC) has already classified
radiofrequency electromagnetic fields
(RFR) in 2011 as “possibly carcinogenic
to humans (Group 2B) based on an
increased risk for glioma, a malignant
type of brain cancer, associated with
wireless phone use.” And now the death
knell, this 2016 NTP study, the final
evidence needed to re-classify wireless
phone use from ‘possibly’ to ‘probably’
carcinogenic to humans. There is no safe
exposure to cancer-causing agents.
Cell phones probably cause cancer.
It isn’t a possibility anymore, it’s a
probability. Big difference.
I’m calling on the Village of Slocan
to reject Telus’ proposal to build a cell
tower in Slocan based on the facts above.
Kevin J Millership
Slocan

Prepare for C-46

This coming Christmas, the Liberals
have a mean present for all Canadians.
Welcome to Policia Canada! Bill C-46
will erode our rights as citizens in

Canada. When C-46 becomes law, the
RCMP will be able to check anyone at
a checkpoint, regardless of whether they
show any signs of impairment. If this
makes your stomach queasy and you
tell the nice officer you will not blow
into the breathalyzer, you just hanged
yourself and robbed your own bank
account. Refusing to blow will bring a
DUI charge, a driving ban and you will
carry a criminal record. Pretty harsh
treatment for saying no when you are
not drunk or high. Justice in Canada now
means we are all guilty when driving.
Now you have to prove your innocence
by blowing into the breathalyzer. I
have done this breathalyzer test and it
is not easy. You have to blow into the
machine three times, hard. No charges
were laid against me but the humiliating
experience lingers on. People gawked
as they drove by and I was nervous
while the officer told me what I had to
perform.
Back in 2012, Cranbrook RCMP
wrongfully charged a woman as drunk
and towed her vehicle. This 82-yearold woman was demeaned in the cold
for not blowing hard enough. She tried
15 times.
“I could not blow at all,” she said.
“I was traumatized, cold and close to
tears. When I could not blow, the senior
RCMP banged his fist on the squad car
and shouted at me: ‘Blow, blow … Your
tongue is in the tube. You are doing this
on purpose. You are slurring your words.
You are drunk. I can smell alcohol on
you.’ I said, ‘I don’t drink.’ He barked:
‘They all say that!’” (Vancouver Sun
story)
A lot of Canada is aging. Is this
what is in store for seniors and the rest
of us? People are always going on about
the children and making the world safe
and wonderful for them. What about
a senior who worked their whole life
for the province, only to be treated like
some drunk criminal with no way out
but to obey the RCMP? Shame on Prime
Minister Turdeau for eroding our rights.
Fascism moves in small increments.
The Nanny State was supposed to be
watchful and respectful, not be a Nazi
to its citizens. Siccing RCMP on a long
line of cars, one car at a time with no
probable cause at all. With no forensic
effort at all, just blow into the machine.
With marijuana becoming legal on
October 17, there will be smoke, booze
and tears at every checkpoint across the
land! How about a double test of booze
and weed! Canada likes to think it is
a democracy with solid citizen rights.
The late comedian Bill Hicks had a
great line: “You are free to do what we
tell you.” That’s the velvet pretty boy
Trudeau dictatorship thumb we are
going to live under. I wonder what else
he is going to take away for Christmas.
Perhaps letters that put our glorious
politicians in a bad light. Dictators hate
dissent but it is important for a real
society to learn. Trudeau is also sliding
this C-46 law through government
very quietly, like Elmer Fudd. Driving
anywhere in Canada just got plain scary.
Nick Chatten
Krestova
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RDCK board, July 19: Mountain caribou and forestry concerns taken to provincial and federal governments
by Jan McMurray
• Chair Hamling reported that at the
Federation of Canadian Municipalities
conference, she attended a meeting
regarding federal/ provincial regulations
that are under consideration to address
the decline of the mountain caribou.
“Unfortunately, the discussion is not
being worked around scientific evidence
and this could lead to many issues for our
area,” she says in her written report. “The
whole of the Central Kootenay has been
red circled and areas could be closed
that have no caribou, or only one or two
caribou, in the whole region. This has the
potential to not only affect businesses in
these areas but also availability to use
parks.” Hamling said organizations and
communities are preparing a presentation
to make to the federal government on
this issue.
The board also received a copy
of a letter from the Regional District
of Bulkley/Nechako (RDBN) to the
Honourable Catherine McKenna,
Minister of Environment and Climate
Change Canada, in regards to BC’s
Caribou Recovery Program.
The board resolved to write a letter
to the federal government requesting
that scientific research be applied in

making decisions on the caribou, in order
to balance socioeconomic needs with
efforts to maintain and recover caribou.
• Chair Hamling reported on a
meeting regarding forestry concerns.
Hamling and Directors Aimee Watson
and Ramona Faust and CAO Stuart
Horn met with Garth Wiggill and
Tara DeCourcy of the Ministry of
Forests, Lands, Natural Resources and
Rural Development. They discussed
logging at Laird Creek, Argenta, and
Quartz Creek, as well as the board’s
concerns regarding watershed issues
and communication with communities.
Wiggill and DeCourcy reported that
the ministry was going to be meeting
with six forestry companies to discuss
communication concerns, and that
a review of forestry legislation was
underway. “They recognize that changes
need to be made…” Hamling writes
in her report. Rather than wait for
legislative changes, the RDCK board
members asked that there be more
monitoring on the ground now. The
ministry reps said communities need to
be clear – the reports for Quartz Creek
were very comprehensive and had two
peer reviews, but the community was
still not happy.

Sgt. Don W. Nicholson
December 28, 1930 – June 28, 2018
Singing each morning out of each
night, dad sure enjoyed every given
moment of his life. Service to others
and to his country, he felt, was the
highest form of good that could be
aspired to. He was a police officer but
tried to be more of a ‘peace’ officer
in his many community postings
throughout BC. Always trying to rise
above the many common calamities
and challenges, equally present to us
all, joy was his song, and every day he made a conscious decision to be
happy; to make the best of it despite the circumstances.
He found innate good humour in many of our most human trials and
tribulations. In his 27 adventurous years with the RCMP, he saw the best
of people and he saw the worst in people, but always believed that there
was some good in everyone, and never gave up on it. He gave people
the benefit of the doubt until proven otherwise, but was open to forgive.
His cheerfulness was contagious. People liked being around our laughing
funny dad, and he liked them back and relished any opportunity to meet
and know all types and stripes of people, and delighted in all of their unique
gifts. Towards his fellow man and all of our fellow creatures great and small,
he had an infinite capacity for empathy, kindness and generosity.
Frugal to a fault, growing up during the Depression and wartime era, he
learned to be a Jack of All Trades, learning by doing for himself to make do
and to make the most of what he had. He loved our Mother Earth and all
her living things and was often found with his hands in the dirt growing an
abundant vegetable garden, many glad days keenly pursuing the wonders
of the great outdoors, hiking, fishing and camping. He found great solace
in Nature. He had a tremendous passion for acquisitions, salvaging from
the local landfill lots of useful things to repurpose into his ongoing projects,
and in the building of his rustic log home on Swansea.
He loved his family most of all; his beloved Margie, and us kids Lori and
Robert, and a series of family dogs, with whom he shared so many wild
mountain adventures. He loved his exceptional sister Doris (& Fran Garrett)
of Lindsay, Ontario, and his accomplished brother Allen (& Linda Nicholson) of Peterborough, Ontario. He so enjoyed his extended Ritchie family
of in-laws; and all of his impressive nieces and nephews; his numerous
friends and cronies past and present. He was proud to know and love you
all. And we him.
Marg and Don Nicholson’s Celebration of Life Open House will be held
on Saturday, September 22, 2018 from 1 to 4 pm at the CPR Lodge,
Invermere, BC.

• The RDCK will enter into an
agreement with GeoBC and the Ministry
of Forests, Lands, Natural Resource
Operations and Rural Development for
the acquisition of LiDAR data for the
entire regional district and beyond. This
data will inform the RDCK’s is work on
floodplains and flood hazards, wildfire
mitigation, and other land management
issues. The RDCK has $266,000 worth
of grant funding to contribute to the
project.
• Staff will develop a Regional
Watershed Governance Initiative project
plan with RDCK directors’ input. This
project comes out of the watershed
governance workshop on May 17, led
by Rosie Simms and Natasha Overduin
of the POLIS Project.
• The board approved a request
from Nelson CARES for funding of
$15,000 from the West Kootenay Transit
service to help with the development of
a Seniors Volunteer Driver Program.
The organization is also working on a
business plan and hopes to approach
Interior Health with a request for a long
distance bus service.
• The RDCK will work with the
Ministry of Transportation to install new
solar bus stop lights, bus stop signage,
and bus shelters at Winlaw, Creston,
Sentinel Rd., Ymir and Nelson by March
20, 2019.

Kaslo & Area D

• A bylaw to increase the maximum
amount of tax dollars that can be
collected for the Kaslo and District
Fire Protection Service to $354,806 or
$1.217/$1,000 of assessed property value
was adopted. The current maximum is
$283,845 or .974/$1,000. This paves the
way for the remuneration of firefighters
starting in 2019.
• The board received the Kootenay
Lake Local Conservation Fund Guidance
Document, completed by Nelson firms
Amec Foster Wheeler Environment &
Infrastructure and Pandion Ecological
Research Ltd. The document identifies
priorities for conservation in the
Kootenay Lake area and will assist
in the adjudication process for grant
funding. The document can be found on
the RDCK website.
• A $25,000 Community
Development grant was provided to the
Recreation Service for Lardeau Park
planning.

Nakusp & Area K

• A bylaw to establish a local service
within the Village of Nakusp and a
portion of Area K to provide a grantin-aid to the society responsible for
the Arrow Lakes Historical Archive
was given three readings. Before this
bylaw is adopted, residents will have an
opportunity to register their opposition
via the alternative approval process.
The proposed service will cost residents
.064/$1,000 (6.4 cents/$100,000).
The maximum amount of taxation
requisitioned for the service is set at
$24,000 per year.
• BC Hydro will install a weather
station at the Fauquier Water Treatment
plant to replace the voluntary
Environment Canada weather station,
which recently closed. The RDCK
believes it will benefit from having the
local weather data, and will provide BC
Hydro with a licence of occupation for
the station for 10 years for $1.
• Parcel Tax Amendment bylaws
were read three times for the Burton,
Edgewood, and Fauquier water systems.
The amendments establish a new upper
limit for parcel tax contributions. The
RDCK intends to increase parcel
taxes slowly over a 5-year period,
so that sufficient funds are placed
into an infrastructure renewal reserve

fund. Burton’s maximum tax has
been increased from $200 to $496;
Edgewood’s from $100 to $495; and
Fauquier’s from $200 to $545.
• An $80,000 Community Works
Fund grant was approved for the Nakusp
and Area Bike Society’s Mt. Abriel Trail
Network project.

Slocan Valley

• A $1,200 Community Development
grant was approved for the Silvery
Slocan Historical Society (SSHS) to
hire an archivist to explore merging
the Silverton archives with the SSHS
archives. The proposal is supported by
both organizations and the mayor of
Silverton.
• A $2,100 Community Development
grant was approved for the Slocan
District Chamber of Commerce Health
Committee for social media marketing,
the ‘Love our Locums’ program, and
other marketing initiatives to assist with
physician recruitment.
• A $1,000 Community Development
grant was approved for the Village
of Silverton to hire Apex Geoscience
Consultants Ltd. to do a hydrological
and slope stability assessment of the
proposed area of forestry operations by
the Splatsin Development Corporation.
The total project cost is estimated at
$9,500.

New highway charging stations
make it easier to drive electric in BC
submitted
British Columbians will have access
to 11 new public electric vehicle (EV)
charging stations in highway rest areas
throughout the province.
“Our goal is to build a seamless
network of electric vehicle charging
stations to make it easy and convenient
for people to drive from one end of
BC to the other, powered by clean
energy,” said Claire Trevena, Minister of
Transportation and Infrastructure. “Green
transportation is an absolute necessity,
given the realities we are facing when
it comes to tackling climate change and
reducing greenhouse gas emissions.”
In addition to the 11 new charging
sites, the Ministry of Transportation and
Infrastructure supported the installation of
two more BC Hydro direct-current (DC)
fast-charging facilities at Britton Creek
and at the Tofino-Ucluelet Junction.

Notice of Application for a Water Licence
Water Sustainability Act
(Section 13)
We, Paul Hampaul and Joan Hampaul, of 2012-20th Street N.W., Calgary,
AB T2M 3V9 have applied for a water licence to divert water out of Trozzo
Creek which flows east to west and discharges into Slocan River and to give
notice of our application to all persons affected.
The points of diversion will be located at i) about 500 m east (northern intake),
and ii) approximately 10 m west (southern intake) of Highway 6.
• The quantity of water to be diverted or stored is 42 lps.
• The purpose for which the water will be used is aquaculture.
• The land on which the water will be used is Lot 8, DL3459, KD Plan 12552.
Anyone having concerns or comments with regard to the above proposal
please contact us at the above address in order that we may discuss the
issues and arrive at a mutually acceptable arrangement.
Objections to this application may be filed with Jen Andrews, Section Head
Water Stewardship Division, c/o FrontCounter BC, 1902 Theatre Road,
Cranbrook, BC V1C 7G1 or Tom Cummings, Senior Authorization Specialist,
c/o FrontCounter BC at #401-333 Victoria Street, Nelson, BC V1L 4K3 within
30 days of the date of the publication of this notice.

Eight of the new locations will
be fast charging, with two stations per
site, allowing drivers to charge up in
30 minutes or less. The other three will
provide Level 2 stations, supplying 240
volts of power, as part of the Accelerate
Kootenays EV charging network coordinated by the Community Energy
Association.
“These chargers are critical for
facilitating the expansion of electric
vehicles adoption in BC,” said Andrew
Weaver, BC Green Party leader. “I look
forward to building on this important
step forward in electrifying BC’s
transportation infrastructure.”
People looking to take action for
the environment can make a big impact
by switching to an electric vehicle. An
average EV driver will avoid producing
at least four tonnes of greenhouse gas
emissions each year, compared to a
gasoline vehicle. EV drivers also save
approximately $2,400 per year in fuel
costs and maintenance.
“EVs are quiet, environmentally
friendly, and fun to drive,” said Bruce
Sharpe, president of the Vancouver
Electric Vehicle Association. “With its
abundant clean electrical power, BC is a
great place to own an EV.”
British Columbia has more than1,300
Level 2 charging stations, and 64 DC fastcharging sites, installed or in the process
of completion. It is estimated that BC
roads are home to over 10,000 electric
vehicles, with popularity on the rise.
The combined $1.8 million in
contracts, for 11 new charging locations,
has been awarded to three companies:
Fraser City Installations, 644230 BC Ltd.,
and Westcana Electric Inc.
To see a map of rest area electric
vehicle charging stations, visit: https://
news.gov.bc.ca/files/BC_Rest_Area_
EV_Charging_Stations_Map_2018.pdf.
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Slocan council, July 9 & 16: Council hears about becoming an independent energy utility
by Barbara Curry Mulcahy
• Schams Ahad of Renewgen
Systems, Inc. (offices in Vancouver and
Vanderhoof) proposed that the Village
consider becoming an independent
energy utility. He said dramatic changes
in the industry and advances in battery
technology have made this a viable
option for even small municipalities. The
Village could buy electricity at wholesale
prices from the regulated utility, and
could buy power for the municipal
distribution grid from homeowners
with micro-generation capacity (solar,
wind, hydro). If it became a utility,
the Village could possibly integrate
power generation from the proposed
Springer Creek microhydro project
into the municipal distribution grid.
Increasing Village revenues might be
another outcome. Ahad explained the
steps the Village would have to take to
become an independent energy utility.
Mayor Jessica Lunn and council were
enthusiastic. Lunn said, “You came
at just the right time!” During public
participation, Devin Lindsay expressed
support for Schams’s proposal.
• Daniel Scott, provincial trail
specialist at Recreation Sites and Trails
BC, a department of the Ministry of
Forests, Lands and Natural Resource
Operations (FLNRO) spoke about
a proposal with various options for
improving the local Rail Trail. FLNRO
is the current owner of the trail, which is
managed by the Slocan Valley Heritage
Trail Society (SVHTS). Scott, the
SVHTS, the Slocan Valley Historical
Society, various local trail user groups,
and the Village are collaborating on a
plan to make the portion of the trail from
Gravel Pit Road to the waterfront more
accessible, attractive, and functional for
diverse groups. The project will have
a number of different phases. Final
decisions have not been made yet, but
will be shortly. There is funding for
implementing the first phase this fall.

• Nora Hannon and Ian Steward
spoke about the RDCK FireSmart
Program. Residents of the Village
and RDCK can sign up to get a free
FireSmart Assessment. A Wildfire
Mitigation Specialist will come to your
home for two to four hours to check
your house and yard. Then you will get
a detailed report about specific changes
you can make to help protect your home
from a wildfire. During the assessment,
they will discuss wildfire behavior
dynamics and the ways a wildfire could
affect your home. The mayor and all
councillors have had the FireSmart
assessment.
• No decisions were reached on two
applications for zoning amendments and
so the applications will be reconsidered
at the August council meeting. The first
application was from Richard Cutler,
owner of the Slocan Motel, who wrote
that he was not operating a motel and
had “no plans to do so at any point in
the future.” Instead, his seven units are
being rented monthly. Pointing to the
“definite need for low income housing
in Slocan,” he asked that his property be
rezoned from Core Commercial to R3
Multi-Family Residential. Councillor
Madeleine Perriere argued against
any change, pointing out that Cutler’s
contravention of the bylaw meant there
is “absolutely no place” for tourists to
stay in Slocan. CAO Michelle Gordon
stated that the Village needs affordable
housing.
The second request for a zoning
amendment also concerned property
in the Core Commercial district. Jason
Lessard, owner of four lots on the corner
of Park Avenue and Harold Street,
wanted to build a commercial building
with two residential units. The current
zoning bylaw permits only one accessory
residential unit per commercial site.
Councillor Perriere was displeased that
the proposed building would have only
“two very small offices” and sizable

by Katrine Campbell
The Nakusp and Area Community
Forest has released its December
2018-December 2023 Forest
Stewardship Plan (FSP) prior to
submitting it to the government for
approval. Public comments are being
accepted until September 10. The FSP
is available on NACFOR’s website,
nakuspcommunityforest.com.
From the plan, written by Al
Skakun of Helm Consulting: “An FSP
is a strategic-level plan that identifies
how NACFOR will be consistent with
government objectives for managing
and protecting forest values through
the results, strategies and measures
specified in the plan. The FSP also
provides a vehicle to solicit and consider
the expectations of the public and
stakeholders and to share information
with First Nations regarding the use of
Crown land and resources.”
Although FSPs do not get into the
details of proposed cutblocks and logging
roads, the plan says that NACFOR’s
planning information is available to the
public on its website, at its office, and at
its annual open house.
NACFOR’s website is a key tool for
public engagement, where the company
also posts open house information
meetings, meetings and workshops

on specific resource management
issues, forest development planning
and assessments, the locations of active
operations, projects, info for contractors,
plans and reports, donations and the
legacy fund and many more. The FSP
covers what NACFOR will do to comply
with regulations around water, wildlife
habitat, soils, recreational uses of the
land, invasive plants, biodiversity and
old growth, among other things.
NACFOR has a cutting permit
which covers its entire community
forest, and road permits for Galena Bay,
Fosthall Creek, McDonald Creek, Box
Lake, Summit Lake and Wensley Creek.

NACFOR invites comments on Forest Stewardship Plan

residences (a 2 bedroom/1 bath unit
behind the offices and a 3 bedroom/2
bath unit on the second floor). Mayor
Jessica Lunn pointed out that the Village
didn’t have any office space and was
low on “housing stock.” Councillor Joel
Pelletier said the zoning bylaw allowed a
building to be constructed on a minimum
of two lots so conceivably the owner
could build two buildings on his four
lots and have an office and a residence in
each building. Building a larger building
with two offices and two residences on
four lots was not much different, he said,
than dividing the property and erecting
two buildings, each with an office and
residence. Councillor Jean Patterson
said, “It’s not fair… we turned down the
previous owner” because they wanted to
build a residence there. “A little wee bit
of commercial and the rest residential
doesn’t conform with our bylaw.”
• Mayor Lunn and two councillors
(exactly who will be decided later)
will represent the Village of Slocan
at the 2018 UBCM Convention in
Whistler September 10-14. Staff will
arrange appointments with Premier John
Horgan; Michelle Mungall, Minister
of Energy, Mines, and Petroleum (to
discuss the Springer Creek microhydro
project); and Selina Robinson, Minister
of Municipal Affairs & Housing. There
is $6,000 in this year’s budget to cover
expenses for council to attend the
convention.
• Council adopted a Business
License Bylaw, a Fees & Charges
Amendment Bylaw, a Local Government
Election Officials Bylaw, and a Local
Government Election Procedures
Bylaw. The new election officials bylaw

Our valley’s green
grocer since 1990

• Fresh
• Organic
• Wholesome
1290 Hwy #6
Crescent Valley
250-359-7323
– Open daily –

(Closed Christmas & New Year’s day)

increases remuneration by $100 for
each of the three local election officials.
Michelle Gordon was appointed Chief
Election Officer and Nicole Laframboise
Deputy Election Officer in charge
of conducting the 2018 general local
election for the Village of Slocan.
• Council supported in principle
a $7,500 application to the UBCM
Asset Management Planning Grant
Program for phase two of the Village’s
Asset Management Project. Council

will contribute $2,500 from the RDCK
Community Development Fund if the
application is approved.
• The Village will pay the Legion
$250, half the cost of the Legion Hall’s
new security and alarm system, as
requested by the Legion.
• Most comments during public
participation concerned the cell phone
tower Telus has proposed to build in
Slocan. This discussion is reported in a
separate article.

Dievs, aizsaulē

Anita Indra Dumins (Dūmiņa)
15-02-1957 to 02-07-2018

“Paldies!” to one and all as Anita so clearly and repeatedly said in the end,
calmly, at peace. When the cancer relapsed and spread from her breast to
her bones and then her liver, she assembled us to meet for the definitive
palliative prognosis. We undertook to provide comfort and comfort only.
The strength, the grace, the continued creativity in switching from three
dimensional pottery to two dimensional drawing made a complete circle
to her early studies at the University of Calgary. To much acclaim, Anita
stubbornly strove for independence and self-sufficiency as a self-employed
artisan and senior partner in ANITA STUDIOS. With surprising agility, she
toured many friends who came to view her beloved garden, describing all in
an endearing manner. Her strongest wish was for her family and friends to
keep it maintained to her high standards. We welcome consoling visitors to
drop-by and at least symbolically water the hanging flower baskets, perhaps
pulling an errant weed if they so wish!
Our small and self-supportive local family offer an informal sit-down on the
front porch on the special willow branch benches as we reminisce about her
many diverse contributions to quietly better society near and far. If anyone
can locate the official Kodak poster clearly showing her beaming in full Latvian national costume during the opening ceremony for the 1988 Olympics,
please share. Many world class athletes, indeed Olympic medalists, have
thanked us for our mentoring, billeting and even more over nearly three
decades. When longtime mutual friends, originally from Calgary, came by,
she prepared a magnificent and delicious cold Latvian potato salad. Her less
known culinary skills are obviously inherited. Her greatest creation though
were her sons, Arturs and Viktors, both of whom are mature and accomplished beyond their years. Viktors will continue with his love for mountain
biking and a passion for the outdoors. Arturs will do well with his passion
for things automotive. Both are encouraged to eventually complete their
studies. Just look at the recent family portrait taken at the last graduation if
1000 more words are necessary!
Anita, with our unwavering support, asked to spend the rest of her life at
her beloved home among familiar surroundings. Her pharmaceuticals and
injections were administered as needed. That provided precious years of
enriching memories and most importantly, goal achievements. We all are at
peace, not fraught with second thoughts at all. We held hands on Canada
Day as the fireworks flashed and boomed just blocks away over Silverton
beach, providing a magnificent farewell! A few hand squeezes by the early
morning light with her friend and husband of 39 years, with both boys gently
hugging their dear mom one last time, we called our family doctor for the
last house call. Irreplaceable! “Vieglas smiltis.”
Valdis, Arturs & Viktors VILKS, anitastudios@telus.net
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New Denver council, July 10: Council asks for more detail on community hub
by Katrine Campbell
• A request from the Silverton
General Store Community Hub,
for a letter of support, was deferred
until the July 24 regular meeting.
The group, spearheaded by Danika
Hammond, wants to turn the old
grocery store into a hub to “provide
co-working facilities, equipment and

education to encourage collaboration
amongst freelance entrepreneurs,
local small businesses, and nonprofit organizations in the Upper
Slocan.” The Village of Silverton
gave the group a grant for a feasibility
study and once that is completed,
Hammond said, they will apply to the
Rural Dividend Fund for $100,000

Florence Irene
McRae
Granny Irene
July 21, 1937 - May 23, 2018

It is with great sadness that we announce
that Granny Irene passed away peacefully
at Talarico Place in Castlegar, BC on May 23, 2018 with family by her side.
Irene was born in New Westminster, BC on July 21, 1937 to Carl & Terri
Ulland. Irene married Lyle McRae on July 7, 1962 in New Westminster
where they lived until 1973. They moved to Slocan, BC in June 1973 and
later Castlegar in 2008.
Irene enjoyed spending time with her friends but her greatest love was to
be with her family. She spent countless hours with her 2 granddaughters
as they were growing up and was always a big part in their lives. Granny
Irene could not have been more excited as when she gained the title “Great
Granny Irene.” She will be missed by everyone that had the pleasure to
know her and her family will always have a huge part of their heart missing.
Irene is survived by her husband of 56 years Lyle, daughter Cheryl (Dave)
Fredrickson, granddaughters Delaine (Deven) Schiffo, Carrie (Kyle) Hicks
and great grandchildren Ben & Samantha Schiffo and Chett Hicks. Irene was
predeceased by her parents Carl & Terri Ulland and her brother Bob Ulland.
The family wants to extend a very special thank you to Dr. Megan Taylor for
always being there for Irene as well as us when we needed you. You are
one of a kind. Also, a thank you to the staff at Talarico Place for the excellent
care you provided for Granny Irene.
There will be a gathering at Dave & Cheryl’s in Slocan, BC on August 4 at
2 pm for anyone that would like to come.

VILLAGE OF
NEW DENVER

PUBLIC NOTICES
2018 LOCAL GOVERNMENT
ELECTIONS

A Local Government election is scheduled for Saturday October
20, 2018, and nomination packages for prospective candidates
are available from the Village Office, weekdays except statutory holidays, between 8:00 am – 4:00 pm. Please note that
completed nomination packages can only be submitted to the
Village Office between 9:00 am on Tuesday, September 4th
and 4:00 pm on Friday, September 14th.

WATERING RESTRICTIONS

Residents are reminded that watering restrictions are currently
in effect and the use of sprinklers is prohibited between 10:00
am and 6:00 pm on any day.

GARBAGE COLLECTION

Municipal garbage collection takes place every Tuesday for residential properties in New Denver. Residents are reminded that
solid waste must be bagged, tagged and placed in a garbage
can before being placed curbside for collection. Bags placed
curbside without a container are prohibited. Please assist the
Village in its efforts to remove bear, dog and crow attractants
by ensuring that solid waste is placed in secure containers.
115 Slocan Avenue · P.O. Box 40, New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
(250) 358-2316 · office@newdenver.ca · www.newdenver.ca

to cover start-up costs. The letter
requested from New Denver council
would be included with various grant
applications.
Council deferred because it
wanted more details on the content
of the application, and also wanted
to know who, exactly, was applying
because it can support a community
group but not a business.
• Council received for information
the Village’s Revenue and Expense
Report. Although the report showed
revenue of $259,516 in property taxes,
CAO Bruce Woodbury explained not
all the money had been collected, but
when the bills are levied they count
as revenue, whether they’re paid or
not. New Denver’s annual budget is
$1,625,805.10.
• Council received Recreation
Commission #6’s May 7 minutes. The
Galena Trail cable car is in operation
and the cables have been replaced.
The owners of the Rosebery Shores
subdivision will pay cash in lieu of
parkland to the RDCK and have asked
for crossing tenure for the Galena
Trail. Lorna Visser of the Valhalla
Foundation for Ecology made a
presentation saying the foundation
was concerned about multi-use trails

being proposed in the Hills area and
implications for the Snk’Mip Marsh
Sanctuary, and asked for withdrawal
of the trail plan. Area H Director
Walter Popoff said this section of the
trail was outside the commission’s
jurisdiction.
• Catherine Allaway was
appointed Chief Electoral Officer
to conduct the 2018 general local
election with the power to appoint
other officials as required. Lisa
McGinn was appointed Deputy CEO.
The election is scheduled provincewide for October 20 with advance
voting to take place October 10.
• Council approved purchase of a
new garbage truck at a maximum cost
of $105,000 plus taxes with the funds
coming from the Gas Tax Reserve.
The truck is a Dodge 5500 chassis; the
garbage collection body is a Haul All
M1600 from Rollins Machinery. The
current truck, a 1998 Ford with a Haul
All body, is overdue for replacement.
Council budgeted $60,000 in 2016 for
used equipment but the search has
been fruitless. Woodbury told council
both the old garbage truck and the old
dump truck would be sold.
• A request from LACE president
Carol Bell for a street closure was

granted. A portion of Bellevue St
will be closed July 22, 8 am to 4 pm,
to ensure the safety of participants at
the annual Antique and Collectibles
Sale at Bosun Hall. Last year, the
event spilled out of the hall and into
the street, and organizers were told to
request the closure for this year.
• Council received three pieces
of correspondence for information
but did not discuss or take action on
them. The first was from the executive
director of HeliCat Canada re the
recovery of the southern mountain
caribou in BC. He said the company
had been directly involved in recovery
efforts since 2007 and was willing and
ready to work with Canada and BC.
The second was from the BC
Liberal caucus thanking all those
who attended the Japanese-Canadian
Legacy sign unveiling.
The third was an invitation from
the Kootenay Rockies Tourism
Association to attend its tourism
industry conference and AGM in
October.
• The mayor was authorized
by council to approve and sign, on
behalf of council, all statements and
schedules included in the Statement
of Financial Information.

by Jan McMurray
• Kerri Wall of Interior Health
Healthy Communities, mandated by
the Ministry of Health to work with
local governments on preventative
health initiatives, made a presentation
to council. She has worked with other
local governments on smoke-free
bylaws, OCPs, affordable housing
strategies, food security assessments,
recreation plans, and transportation
plans. “I can bring data, resources,
and maybe funding,” she said.
Councillor Main suggested that Wall
could perhaps help Silverton with an
age friendly plan and an OCP review
in future.
• Council agreed to the request
for $2,100 from the Slocan
District Chamber of Commerce
Health Committee for 2018/19
activities, which include social
media marketing, the ‘Love our
Locums’ program, and advertising.
The committee’s main objective
is physician recruitment. The
request for $2,100 has also gone
to the Villages of New Denver and
Slocan, and RDCK Area H. Last
year, the four local governments
each contributed $1,000 to the
committee’s video project. Due to
an oversight, Silverton’s $1,000 will
come out of this year’s Grant-in-Aid
budget (as will the $2,100).
Councillor Bell reported that she
learned at a recent health committee
meeting that 61 people are employed
at the Slocan Community Health
Centre. “I hadn’t realized the
enormous employment benefits

of having the centre here,” she
commented.
• Council supports the concept
of a ’60s era display in the museum
space in the Silverton Gallery
building, as discussed at the last
Committee of the Whole meeting.
Staff will draft a terms of reference
for a ’60s Era Museum Select
Committee for the August council
meeting.
• Council discussed the proposed
RDCK wildfire mitigation service,
and whether or not Silverton would
want to participate. Councillor Main
explained that the new service would
help small rural areas that don’t have
the capacity to apply for grants for
wildfire mitigation work. Silverton
has been doing wildfire mitigation
in partnership with SIFCo (Slocan
Valley Community Forest), with no
involvement from the RDCK. Main
said she was concerned that if they
joined the RDCK service, Silverton
would no longer be able to work with
SIFCo, and would lose flexibility to
make timely decisions and act on
them. The benefits of participating in
the service would be having a broader
base of expertise, i.e. the RDCK’s
GIS and mapping services. Main said
there are no taxation implications, as
the RDCK’s wildfire mitigation work
is currently in the Fire and Emergency
Services budget. The proposal is to
transfer the funding from Fire and
Emergency Services to the new
wildfire mitigation service. Mayor
Clarke and CAO Hillary Elliott
both spoke in favour of continuing
to work with SIFCo. It was decided
that Councillor Main would discuss
this issue with the other Slocan
Valley local governments to explore
a subregional approach.
• CAO Elliott reported that
LandInfo Technologies has submitted

a proposal to complete phase two
of Silverton’s Asset Management
Plan. This firm completed phase one
for the Village. A $7,500 grant is
available for the $10,000 project, and
the remaining $2,500 can come from
the Gas Tax Fund. Council approved
the proposal.
• Mayor Clarke reported on the
July 4 Committee of the Whole
meeting. Council received a letter
from Slocan Lake Arts Council
President Birgit Schinke asking
council to consider installing public
art in the village, and informing
council of the CBT Public Arts
Grants funding program. Staff will
draft a public art policy for the August
council meeting.
At the COW meeting, council
also asked staff to arrange a meeting
with Ministry of Transportation
and Infrastructure at the UBCM
convention. Council would like to
discuss the fact that the Village of
Silverton has no jurisdiction over
its own main street because it’s a
highway.
• Councillor Main reported
that with Greyhound stopping all
service in Western Canada except
the Vancouver-Seattle run, FCM
will re-double its efforts on this
file. The FCM has written to
federal Transportation Minister
Marc Garneau, asking for a national
strategy to preserve and enhance
rural, inter-city bus service, but has
received no response. Main’s draft
letters to local MPs Richard Canning
and Wayne Stetski were approved by
council. She urges them “to engage
with your colleagues across party
lines to generate a broadly based
response to the situation.”
• Council approved a budget
of up to $6,000 for the 2018 local
government election.

Silverton council, July 10: IH Healthy Communities representative offers assistance

Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work,
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal
WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS

359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539
3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN
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Spiritual Wellness Centre of Nakusp holds grand opening July 28

by Jan McMurray
The long-anticipated Spiritual
Wellness Centre in Nakusp is having
its grand opening this Saturday,
July 28 from 11 am to 3 pm. The
Centre is located in the lower level
of the Columbia Basin Trust building
downtown, and is accessed from the
3rd Avenue entrance.
Brian Deobald, a spiritual healer,
and Fran Ure, a Reiki Master, are two
of the local practitioners behind the
Centre, and are founding directors of
the non-profit society, the Spiritual
Wellness Association of Nakusp. “We
invite everyone to come to our open
house and try out a couple of different
types of healing modalities,” says Ure.
The association’s mandate is
to provide affordable space for
healing practitioners in a downtown
location, and affordable treatments for
members of the public and visitors. The
association will also provide education
and workshops on various healing
modalities.

“One of the first things we talked
about was the fee structure and
affordability,” says Ure. She says that
in a community like Nakusp, with a
large population of seniors and people
with fixed incomes, affordability and
not having to travel out of town are
very important. Space will be rented
to practitioners for $25 per threeto four-hour session. Treatments
will be available on a sliding scale,
subsidized by community donations,
contributions, and sale of memberships.

The association has been leasing
the space since July 1. Community
members have helped with renovations,
and volunteered time and skills to help
prepare for the opening.
The Centre has three rooms for
private sessions and a large open area
for activities such as yoga, group
meditations, and workshops. There
will be a library with information
on healing modalities, and healing
practitioners in the Nakusp area are
welcome to display their business

SPIRITUAL WELLNESS CENTRE

GRAND OPENING
July 28
11 am - 3 pm
Meditation, Reiki and other Healing Demonstrations
In the CBT Building, side street (3rd Ave) entrance, lower level

For more info: 250-265-4123

cards there.
At the grand opening, various
speakers will present on the purposes
of the Centre and the various healing
modalities. “Some people may not
be aware of the many different

ways of treating pain, stress, and
chronic conditions that supplement
conventional medicine,” Ure says.
“The centre will give people a chance
to learn about other healing methods,
and to try them out.”

Monica Irwin

June 7, 1923 – February 3, 2018

Monica’s family invite
you to join them for a
Memorial Service at
2:00 pm, Saturday
August 4th
in St. Stephen’s
Anglican Church
New Denver
A tea and time for remembrances will follow
the service in the Bosun Hall

Rose Dupuis
1922 – 2018
It is with great sadness we
announce the passing of Marie
Rose Dupuis at the age of 96
years.
She was predeceased by her
husband of 64 years, Arthur in
2004 and her son Gerald in 2015.
Rose is survived by seven
children: three daughters, Dolores
(Joe) Surina of Nakusp, Denise
(Gary) Greyell and Shirley (Roy)
Queen of Vernon, and four sons, Adrian (Judy) of Nakusp, Albert (Diane)
of Barriere, Larry (Connie) of Kamloops and Allan (Diane) of Kamloops.
She leaves 18 grandchildren, 25 great grandchildren and 4 great great
grandchildren. Also surviving are three who were dear to her, Muriel,
Kathy and Bev.
Rose was of a family of 14 children and is survived by four sisters, Helen
(Henry), Theresa (Ron), Irene and Orise (Mike), and two brothers Roger
(Annette) and Lionel (Georgette).
Rose was born April 24th, 1922 in Gravelbourg, Sask. In 1927, the
family moved to Meadow Lake, Sask. area homesteading during the
depression years of the thirties. In 1940, she married Arthur Dupuis
and they continued to farm in the Meadow Lake/Cabana area. In 1950,
with four children, they moved to the Kootenays in BC. They first lived
in the mining town of Rettalack. Mom worked in the cookhouse which is
still there beside the highway. In 1952, when the mine shut down they
moved to Kaslo, BC where 3 children were born.
In 1959, they moved to Nakusp where her last son Allan was born. In
1963, they moved to Kamloops. After Arthur passed away she continued
to live in Kamloops. Then, she decided to move back to Nakusp where
she lived her last ten years.
Mom was a dedicated, hard-working mother, always putting her husband
and family first. She also cared for many foster children when living in
Kamloops. She loved doing her ceramics, knitting, embroidery, sewing
and quilting. In her neighbourhoods she was famous for exceptional
bread making, baking and gardening.
The Reverend Father Swann Kim will celebrate the Mass of Christian
Burial on Saturday, July 28th, 2018 at 10:30 a.m. at Sacred Heart
Cathedral in Kamloops. Interment will follow at Hillside Cemetery.
In lieu of flowers, donations to the Arrow Lakes Hospital Foundation for
the Minto House would be appreciated in her memory.
The family would like to extend their appreciation and heartfelt thank
you’s to the wonderful, caring staff of the Minto House and Arrow Lakes
Hospital doctors and staff.
Condolences may be expressed at www.schoeningfuneralservice.com
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Kaslo council, July 10: Kaslo Masonic Lodge requests Permissive Tax Exemption
by Jan McMurray
• Staff will draft an amended
Permissive Tax Exemption bylaw to
include the Kaslo Masonic Lodge/
Temple. Tyler Dobie, Lodge member,
wrote to council with the request.
“We feel we meet the requirements
of donation to charitable causes in the
community,” he said, pointing out that
the organization provides a $1,000
bursary to a graduating JVH student
every year and hopes to increase that;
contributes to the relief of community
members after injury or disease; and
participates in the Grand Lodge of BC
& Yukon Cancer Car Program, which
supports travel for families of cancer
patients. He adds that the organization’s
function is similar to a place of worship,
and that the building is open to the public
for tours during Heritage Week. It is the
oldest and only wooden lodge in Western
Canada still in regular use.
• Bylaw 1224, Kaslo Street and
Traffic Amendment Bylaw, was read a
second and third time. This amendment
bylaw facilitates the seizure, removal
and disposition of vehicles and illegal
encroachments.
• The owners of the Selkirk College
building, James and Kristy Danby
and Suzanne Bessette, were given
a Development Permit to paint the
building on condition that the Heritage
Development Permit is registered on

Welcome to Kaslo
and all that Jazz!
250.353.2566

408 Front Street, Kaslo, BC
www.figmentscanada.com

title.
• Councillor Van Mill reported on
the Chamber of Commerce, noting
uncertainty around future organization
of the May Days event.
• Councillor Lang reported on a
recent event at the golf course, where
the use of Chamber bucks as prizes had
been very successful.
• At the June 18 Parks Recreation
and Open Spaces Standing Committee

meeting, Larry Moore presented a sketch
plan and signage suggestion for paddle
craft entry to the lake near the Logger
Sports grounds.
• The 2017 Annual Report was
received, and is available on the Village
website. The report lists important 2017
projects: City Hall interior renovation,
replacement of wastewater treatment
plant’s Rotating Biological Contractor
(RBC Wheel), Kaslo River alternate

water intake project, aerodrome apron
fencing, initiation of Stage 3 of the
Liquid Waste Management Plan, new
LED downward directional lampposts
downtown, tenure agreement for Logger
Sports grounds. Water utility projects on
the list to complete include the AAvenue
waterline, reservoir brake tank, Hale
reservoir pump, and some watermain
renewal. Radon mitigation or relocation
of the library will have to be determined

within two years, and some areas of the
dike and adjacent slope along Kaslo
River need mitigation.
• A meeting was held July 19 to
respond to concerns and questions
submitted by the property owners in
Sewer Specified Area #1. Question and
Answer documents are available on the
Village website, along with the draft
Liquid Waste Management Plan Stage
3 report.

by Jan McMurray
A meeting to follow up on the recent
Kootenay Wildfire Conference was
held at the Kaslo Seniors Hall on July
12, organized by the Kaslo & District
Community Forest Society. There
were several speakers, all focused on
actions underway to mitigate the threat
of wildfire in our communities. The
take away message was summed up
nicely by John Cathro, local Registered
Professional Forester: “It will take all
hands on deck to address this problem.”
Susan Mulkey of the BC Community
Forests Association talked about the
active role community forests have
taken to do fuel treatment work. The
association has proposed to government
that the size of community forests,
woodlots, and First Nations licences be
expanded for wildfire protection and
rural development purposes. She said the
minister “likes our concept and he wants
us to work with his staff on a multiple
accounts analysis.”
John Cathro spoke about the
Community Wildfire Protection Plan
(CWPP) for Kaslo and Area D. This is
a project of the RDCK, which is doing
“more than any other Regional District in
the province; the board has made wildfire
a priority.” Cathro said the plan identifies
over 4,190 hectares of priority areas for
treatment. To put this into perspective,
the RDCK has treated 400 hectares

in the last 10 years. “So this is a big
number,” he said. However, the CWPP
is in place and there is funding available
for wildfire mitigation work. “The key
to reducing the risk is collaboration
with Kaslo, RDCK, KDCFS, BC Parks,
utilities, licencees, residents, and other
stakeholders.”
Nora Hannon, wildfire mitigation
coordinator at the RDCK, informed the
meeting of the three RDCK programs
she is leading. The RDCK was able
to obtain grant funding to hire eight
wildfire mitigation specialists to deliver
the Home Partners Program, the
FireSmart Community Program, and
the development of wildfire preplans and
emergency planning zones.
All RDCK residents can access
the Home Partners Program, where a
specialist (Kevin Smith in Kaslo and

Area D) will come to your property and
do an assessment, and provide a report on
what you can do to mitigate the wildfire
threat to your home. She said insurance
companies are starting to give discounts
to people who have taken steps to reduce
the risk on their properties. Smith said
the most important thing on a home is
a fire resistant roof, made of metal or
fiberglass asphalt composition shingles,
for example. He said it is critical that
the first five feet around a home is free
of any threat, and that fine fuels such as
dead leaves, pine needles, and dead twigs
are removed within 30 feet of the home.
The RDCK can also help
communities and neighbourhoods
become recognized as FireSmart. The
Back Road, Woodbury and Queens Bay
have all achieved this status, and the Loki
Lots are working on it.

To inform wildfire preplans
throughout the RDCK, wildfire
specialists are gathering data such as
where elderly and people with mobility
issues live in each emergency planning
zone.
Argenta resident Rik Valentine spoke
about his community’s fire preparedness
efforts. The community has raised funds
to build a fire shed and buy pumps, hose,
shovels, suits and boots, radios, and other
equipment. All residents have submitted
maps of their properties indicating access
points, where they keep their fire tools,
etc. They have their own dispatchers.
All crew members have to take the S100
and S185 courses, and there have to be
certified fallers and First Aid attendants
on the crew. “If Forestry can’t make it
and it requires prompt action and we
figure we can do it safely, we go in.”

by Art Joyce
With an estimated five fatalities of
mountain goats this year on the highway
at the Lardeau bluffs, the Friends of the
Lardeau River have written the Ministry
of Transportation and Infrastructure
(MoTI) to express concern. In a letter to
Nelson district manager Hugh Eberle,
FLR president Rhonda Batchelor
requested “your ministry’s immediate
intervention to reduce the threat of
mountain goat/ vehicle collisions on
Hwy 31, just north of Lardeau.”
The mountain goats are attracted
to the highway by salt on the blacktop.
“Residents are feeling traumatized
by the growing body count and the
escalated threat to a very delicate
population of mountain goats along the
Lardeau bluff area,” says Batchelor.
Locals have posted homemade signs
warning drivers of the goats’ presence
and asking them to slow down. Batchelor
says a contributing factor to the roadkill
has been the resurfacing of the highway
in the fall of 2017, increasing traffic
speed by an average of approximately
20 kilometres per hour through the area.
While the ministry has posted speed limit
signs and signs indicating the presence
of mountain goats, FLR believes more
could be done.
“Residents have suggested that a
flashing light traffic sign at both ends of

the main area of activity may be most
effective at catching the attention of the
unwary driver. The flashing lights could
be activated during the period when
mountain goats are known to frequent
the highway (April through August)
and may increase drivers’ awareness of
the potential for mountain goats on the
highway. A reduced speed zone from the
existing 80 kph to 50–60 kph was also
suggested, to allow drivers more time to
react to animals on the highway.”
MoTI consulted with a local wildlife
biologist and the Ministry of Forests,
Lands, Natural Resource and Rural
Development to address the problem.
The ministry responded to FLR’s
concerns by explaining that “a wildlife
consultant was hired to examine the
area, and based on recommendations,
an intercept salt feeding station was
created and put in place at Lardeau
Bluffs, with the intention of diverting
mountain goats away from the highway.
This involved spreading 100 kilograms
of a salt mixture in various sections
of the bluffs, as well as installing a
temporary wildlife camera to monitor
the area. Additional salt supplies are
available if the feeding station requires

replenishing.” A seasonal program of
roadside mowing, clearing and brushing
is aimed at increasing driver visibility on
this section of Hwy. 31.
But FLR isn’t convinced that simply
providing more access to salt is the
solution for protecting these animals.
Batchelor’s letter to the ministry says
this approach creates an “an artificial
mineral-lick, otherwise known as a
wildlife attractant,” recommending
instead the use of sand or products like
EcoTraction for winter traction.
Batchelor cautions MoTI that
failing to provide a better solution could
represent a liability risk to the ministry, as
“sooner or later, one of the owners of the
vehicles involved in these collisions is
going to hold the ministry responsible for
creating the conditions under which the
collisions/goat mortalities are occurring.”
She adds that with the high traffic in
motorcycles during the summer season,
human fatalities could also result.
The ministry says it has an extensive
wildlife exclusion system in place in
BC, with more than 500 kilometres of
fencing and overpass/underpasses across
the province. However, the terrain of the
bluffs is too steep to install fencing.

by Jan McMurray
A fatal motorcycle accident occurred
in Kaslo on July 11.
Kaslo RCMP reports that a 71-yearold male from Victoria struck a concrete
median before hitting a metal signpost at
the Kaslo bridge, and died on scene. The
accident happened at 12:40 pm.
“The cause of the accident is
unknown, as there were no witnesses,”
Kaslo Corporal Hromadnik said. “A
medical incident may have occurred
before the crash, but the Kaslo RCMP
await autopsy results.”
The man’s brother from Williams

Lake was riding in front of him at the
time of the accident, so did not witness it.

Wildfire mitigation: Kaslo meeting offers info on what’s being done

Kaslo Community
Pharmacy
We are open Saturday, August 4
(front store only)

Closed Sunday and Monday of the holiday weekend.
Please arrange for your rx needs in advance of the weekend for
pickup on Friday Aug 3rd at the latest.

COMMITTED TO YOUR HEALTH & OUR COMMUNITY
Phone: 250-358-2500
309 6th Avenue, New Denver
Phone: 250-353-2224
403 Front Street, Kaslo

Lardeau Valley residents concerned about mountain goat deaths

Fatal motorcycle accident in Kaslo

Mungall on maternity leave

submitted
Michelle Mungall, Nelson-Creston
MLA and Minister of Energy, Mines
and Petroleum Resources, is now on
maternity leave and expects to return
to her position by the end of September
before the Legislative Session resumes.
Bruce Ralston, Minister of Jobs,
Trade and Technology, will take on
Mungall’s ministerial duties during her
maternity leave.

KASLO JAZZFEST
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Kaslo Jazz Etc. Festival ready to roll, August 3-5

by Jan McMurray
The floating stage has been
upgraded, the schedule has been
finalized… the 27th annual Kaslo
Jazz Etc. Festival is ready to roll,
August 3-5.
As of Monday, July 23, there
were still a few tickets left, and
some campsites, too. Buy tickets
online at kaslojazzfest.com, or
at the festival office on Kaslo’s
main street. Tickets are also
available at Sunnyside Naturals
in Kaslo and Tribute Boardshop
in Nelson – cash only. If there
are any left by show time, tickets
will be available at the gate.
Another way to attend
the festival is to sign up as a
volunteer – about 350 volunteers
are needed every year. Visit
kaslojazzfest.com for details.
The lineup includes local
talent, and the usual eclectic
mix of music – from jazz to
funk to blues to folk to Latin
to world to rock ‘n’ roll and
more. There’s also a workshop
tent with yoga, comedy, music,
movement and dance, and a kids’
tent with puppets and Circus
Acts Insomniacs at various times

KASLO BUILDING
SUPPLIES

welcomes everyone
to Jazz Fest!

throughout the weekend.
The festival gates open
Friday at 11 am, with Kaslo’s
own Eisenhauers kicking the
festival off at 12:15 pm on the
floating stage. Other acts on
Friday are Melody Diachun
(Nelson), Zuffalo, the Paul
Landsberg Quartet (Nelson),
Too Many Zooz, The Dip, Mavis
Staples, Fat Cats, and Shakey
Graves.
Saturday’s headliners are

Buffy Sainte-Marie, Shred
Kelly, and Greensky Bluegrass.
The hilarious Lucas Myers from
Nelson is Saturday’s first act, on
the Holland Stage at 11:30 am.
Sunday’s lineup begins with
Nelson’s Bessie Wapp at 11 am
and ends with Shovels and Rope
(Americana/rock ‘n’ roll music)
from 9:45-11 pm.
Check out kaslojazzfest.com,
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and
YouTube for more information.

Welcome to Kaslo • Open all weekend

Cornucopia Kaslo facebook

Bed Bath Kitchen

Jazz it up at Willow!
KASLO BC 250.353.2257 WILLOWHOMEGALLERY.COM

Front Street Pizza

250-353-2040
312 4th Street
Kaslo, BC
www.mtnfruit.ca

A FAMILY TRADITION
DOWNTOWN KASLO
OPEN LATE ALL WEEKEND
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At the Hidden Garden Gallery
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submitted
B O TA N I C A L : l i f e
phenomena exhibited by plants is
a show of new work by Morgen
Bardati and Nadine Stefan, July
31 – August 5 at the Hidden
Garden Gallery. Their reception
will be Thursday, August 2 from
7 – 9 pm featuring a musical
interlude by Freya at 8.
Bardati and Stefan have
both lived and worked in
New Denver for more than 20
years. On occasion their paths
converge and the two artist
friends have shown their work
together. Bardati’s repertoire
of materials includes fibre art,
botanical dyes, drawing and
printmaking. Stefan incorporates
media such as painting, drawing,
installation, and photography
into her work. They each have

exhibited locally, regionally, and
nationally over their long careers
and have taught both children
and adults.
Both artists are deeply
inspired by the natural world and
the word “botanical” seemed
fitting for a joint exhibition of
their respective works. Bardati’s
gelatine type monoprints are
intrigued with the patterns and
memories that seeds and plants
carry, and how simplicity and
diversity conspire to create life.
Stefan’s paintings are inspired
by her interest in the elemental
forces, cycles and changes that
affect vegetation and the poetic
way in which it alludes to life’s
impermanence.
• Deborah Hicks will
present a show titled Focused
On Bee’ng with a reception on

Monday, August 6, 7 – 9 pm
featuring music by Bed of Coals.
The show will be open during
regular Hidden Garden Gallery
hours starting August 7 and run
through August 12.
A fine art photographer
located in rural Silverton, Hicks
sees photography as a way to
express herself without words.
The camera is her tool of choice
to explore her creativity.
“I am only limited by my
imagination. My vision and
hope is to draw the viewer into
the photograph by implying
motion, energy, light and/or raw
genuine emotion. Mixing these
elements with life experiences
is how I communicate the
mysteries and uniqueness of the
people, places and wildlife that
are captured by my camera.”

The photographs that will be
exhibited reflect Hicks’s vision.
Looking beyond the everyday
to find a unique perspective
that might intrigue her viewers
to start a conversation is her
aspiration. She is currently
captivated with photo encaustics
and has been working on new
pieces that will be 3D and
interactive. Encaustic painting
is a technique that uses beeswax
and damar resin as a medium to
create paintings or mixed media
photography.
The Hidden Garden Gallery
is located at 112 Slocan Ave,
New Denver behind Sweet
Dreams Guesthouse, and is open
10 am to 3 pm Tuesday through
Sunday. For more information
please visit hiddengardengallery.
ca.

submitted
The Slocan Lake
Stewardship Society is proud
to present Wild Days, a wildly
successful nature program in its
fourth year! Wild Days are three
family-oriented nature walks
in August to explore different
habitats within the Slocan Lake
watershed. Each day will have
local naturalists and scientists on
tap to make the day interesting.
Every summer, Wild
Days introduces a variety of
destinations and themes and
this year’s offerings include
a fascinating ‘Evening with
the Stars’ with experts from
Okanagan’s Royal Astronomical

Society. We hope you can make it
to one or all three of the following
exciting programs.
• The first program ‘Hosts
of Valley of the Ghosts’ is
happening Saturday, August 4,
9 am to noon. Explore the Valley
of the Ghosts from old saloons
in Sandon to recovering forests
with saskatoons along the K&S
Rail Trail. Leaders include Hal
Wright, Vida Turok, Marcy Mahr
and Jim Moore. This tour is cosponsored by the North Slocan
Trails Society. Participants meet
at the Prospector’s Pick store in
Sandon’s downtown.
• Did you know that toads
and bats are trail users? ‘Toads

& Bats Take to the Trails’ brings
participants to Summit Lake on
Saturday, August 11, 9 am to
noon. Wildlife biologists Kat
McGlynn and Elodie Kuhnert
are teamed up to share how
adult and baby toads, along
with elusive bats, are using the
rail trail along Summit Lake.
This tour is co-sponsored by
Hills Recreation Society and
Kootenay Community Bat
Project. Participants meet at the
Rail Trail at the southeast end
of Summit Lake and park on
Summit Road.
• Dig out your binoculars
and get ready for an intergalactic
experience of star-gazing.
‘An Evening with the Stars’
is scheduled on Saturday,

August 18, 8 pm to 11 pm.
Experts Colleen O’Hare, Guy
Mackie and Olaf Lutz will take
participants on a star-studded tour
of the universe. This tour is cosponsored by Royal Astronomical
Society of Canada’s Okanagan
Centre. Participants meet at the
Centennial Park gazebo in New
Denver. Please feel free to bring
a lawn chair or blanket.
Wild Days are FREE. Don’t
forget to dress for the weather,
bring plenty of water and snacks,
and please carpool.
Wild Days 2018 is made
possible by Columbia Basin Trust,
RDCK Area H, and Regional
Recreation Commission #6. For
further information, please visit
www.slocanlakess.com.

submitted
Seven years ago, Diane
Perry (Hoot Owl) presented
an inspiring show of gorgeous
handmade quilts in the Silverton
Gallery. The walls of the gallery
white room were lined with
sumptuous, handmade, oneof-a-kind quilts – a bounty
of colour, hand stitching and
whimsy.
Once again, the Silverton
Gallery and the Slocan Lake
Arts Council are proud to
present a new collection for all
to enjoy, Spread The Love II, an
Exhibition of Friendship Quilts,
conceived and assembled by
Hoot Owl, and made by many
hands and hearts. With children’s
interests in mind, the afternoon

opening celebration July 27 is
scheduled from 3 to 5 pm.
These quilts are
predominately made for
the newborn children of the
(extended) community. With
each quilt a theme is chosen,
then fabric choices and colour
schemes are developed. The
quilt square components are
distributed amongst the friends
and relatives of the child, and
each square is created uniquely.
When the quilt squares are all
ready, Hoot Owl uses many
needlework techniques to create
an original heirloom – a timeless
and personal gift for the lucky
recipient. The show will be open
daily until August 6, from noon
to 4 pm.

Ghosts, toads, bats and stars during Wild Days in August!

Considering Community Service?
Consider Nakusp Rotary
Call Mayumi for Details: 250-265-0002

Spread the Love quilt
exhibit at Silverton Gallery

Support the Valley
Voice with a voluntary
subscription
Only $10-$30

Send Cheque or Money Order to Valley Voice,
Box 70, New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
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Horizons Unlimited returns to Nakusp for annual scavenger hunt
by Jan McMurray
A unique off-road scavenger hunt
has happened every summer for the
last three years in the Nakusp area.
This year, the weekend of July 20-22
saw about 100 motorcyclists attend
the third annual Horizons Unlimited
Mountain Madness (HUMM)
Monashees event.
“It’s an unusual event – there’s
nothing else like it that we know of,”
says Grant Johnson, who manages
the HUMM website along with his
wife, Susan. “It’s not a race. Strategy
matters more than speed.”
Johnson explained that
participants get a map and a book
with 100 points. The points are rated
for level of difficulty and scenic
beauty. They have from 8:30 am to
5:30 pm each day to find as many
points as they can. It’s impossible
to find them all in two days, so they
have to map out a strategy.

The Arrow Lakes ATV Club is
a very important partner. Johnson
explains that they do the legwork
– they find the points, tag them,
photograph them. “The ATV Club
is huge! We couldn’t do it without
them. They’re very supportive and
we help them as much as we can,”
he says.
Horizons Unlimited rents the
arena as the staging area for the
weekend, and Deb Guest does the
catering. Participants arrange for
their own accommodations.
The organization also holds
an annual Travellers’ Meeting in
Nakusp. This year, August 23-26,
will be the tenth time they’ve come
to Nakusp with this event. “We take
over the campground every year with
our Travellers’ Meeting,” Johnson
said.
Travellers’ Meetings are forums
for sharing information about

travelling around the world by
motorcycle. The meetings attract
veteran motorcycle travellers from
around the world, full of information
to share. Grant and Susan spent 11
years riding around the world, so
have many stories to tell.
“We love Nakusp, and bring 400450 people here every year. Some of
the best riding in the world is right
here. The locals are very good to us –
we have a great working relationship
with the people here.”
Johnson explained that Horizons
Unlimited is not strictly a motorcycle
club. “The organization is focused
on travel first,” he said. “We think
motorcycles are the best way to do
it, but we understand if people prefer
ATVs or bicycles. If someone rode
up on a unicycle, we’d welcome
them!”
Check horizonsunlimited.com
for more information.

submitted
A delight to all, art in varied forms
simply flowed during the first annual

Summer Breeze Music and Art Party
in Winlaw on July 14. Long known
for having a wealth of creative talent,

to the live music. Having succeeded in
creating a vibrant community event,
organizer Marilyn Hatfield and host Sita

submitted
Cyclists in this year’s MS Bike –
West Kootenay Challenge will take on a
new route for the tour’s seventh annual
event, August 18 – 19.
Instead of cycling the 222 km
loop around the Kokanee Glacier, as in
previous years, participants will head
out to Crescent Valley to take on the
Krestova Loop and choose to complete
either 70 km, 82 km, or 94 km route
lengths. On the second day, participants
will head to Procter for a complimentary
cinnamon bun.
Event coordinator Jillian Earl said
that the previous route could seem
intimidating to newer cyclists, and the
change came in an effort to recruit more
participants.
“The organizing committee and
I want to make this ride as inclusive
as possible. It’s still a challenge, but
multiple route options mean this ride can
now accommodate almost every level of
cyclist,” said Earl.
She is expecting approximately one
hundred participants to take part this year.

The MS Bike – West Kootenay
Challenge is a fundraiser for the Multiple
Sclerosis Society of Canada. This
country has one of the highest rates of
multiple sclerosis in the world. Since
2012, the event has raised $569,660,
which has supported programs and
services for people living with MS and
their families, and research to find the
cause and cure of this disease.
Earl is optimistic the event will reach
the $100,000 fundraising goal; $34,000
has already been raised.
Tammy Zirk has been taking part
in the ride since 2015. This year she
has already raised more than $7,000 by
selling her homemade fudge.
“I’ve always loved riding my bike,
and what’s better than doing something
I love while raising funds and awareness
for an amazing cause?” said Zirk.
“Every year, I hold my ‘Fantastic Fudge
Fundraiser’ to help raise money for MS
Bike … I peddle my fudge, so I can pedal
my bike.” For more information and to
register as a cyclist or volunteer, visit
www.msbike.ca.

the Slocan Valley provided world-class
entertainment in visual art displays
and live painting to music, and the
calibre of music, dance and theatrical
performances that graced the stage was
divine.
Soundserious, Soniko, Moving
Mosaic Samba, Ella and Talel, Kesavah,
and RhythmDance Drum Orchestra,
among others, provided the enlivening
musical backdrop for the artistic magic
that unfolded from 3 pm to midnight.
Free for everyone, this affair offered
face painting for the little ones, the art
of paint pouring for the adventurous
guided by Sherry Heyliger, as well as the
opportunity to contribute to a community
mural of faces hosted by Buck Walker.
Other participating artists included:
Sonja Rue, Lynne Alexander, Yasu Wd,
and Brian Monteith creating a painting
submitted
The Kaslo and District Public
Library is excited to announce that,
starting August 1, hours of operation
will increase by two hours each week.
The additional service hours will be on
Thursday mornings from 10 am to noon.
The new schedule is easy to
remember: Tuesday, Wednesday and
Saturday 10 am - 4 pm; Thursday 10
am - 8 pm. This goal was set thanks
to responses to a public survey during
strategic planning in 2013 and was made

possible by local government support to
bring library funding closer to average.
The KDPL board and library director Eva
Kelemen are pleased to offer this long
awaited improvement. The resources
are now in place and they celebrate this
increase in service to the community.
So pick up a ‘new hours bookmark’
the next time you visit the library or
check the website at kaslo.bc.libraries.
coop. While you’re there, you may
order books, e-books, audio books,
magazines, and films anytime you like.

This online service is part of your library
membership. Able, friendly staff and
volunteers at the library will help you
navigate and access online services. Ask
them your questions and tell them what
you think our Kaslo and District Public
Library should be. Now it is time to think
about future plans as the board prepares
to renew the strategic plan this fall. That
means they want to hear from you and
they want your ideas. Watch for contact,
pop-up and online surveys and take the
opportunity to respond.

by Katrine Campbell
Brenda Bugera is desperate to
find a $40,000 boat stolen from
Needles over the July long weekend.
“My life has been devastated for
over seven months now and I need
some help to recover from all the
damages that have occurred to me,”
says Roy Bugera’s widow. “With
some assistance maybe I can at least
recover my boat and trailer.”
The boat, a deep-hull Starcraft
Islander 191 two tone grey and
black aluminum vessel disappeared
from Bugera’s acreage on Needles
Rd North, near the ferry, sometime
between June 30 and July 5. It was
on an EZ Load trailer, licence UTR

88L. Tracks showed the trailer had
been towed off by a smaller vehicle.
Bugera is not living in the area at
present, so was unaware of the theft
until notified by a neighbour.
“We feel [the theft] was maybe
local as someone was casing out the
property,” she said.
The boat, serial #AB1202889,
also has a huge radar arch with
white Lowrance radar on top, and a
Mercury inboard motor.
“ Yo u h a v e n o i d e a h o w
traumatized I am over all this,” she
added. “It was my husband’s baby
and now it’s been stolen.”
Roy Bugera died last August
after a dispute with neighbour Ron

Volansky led to him killing Volansky
and then himself.

Susan and Grant Johnson of Horizons Unlimited love Nakusp and bring 400-450 motorcycle
enthusiasts to the village every year for a Traveller’s Meeting.

Successful debut for Winlaw Music and Art Party
Cyclists, volunteers
needed for MS Bike Challenge

RhythmDance Drum Orchestra at the Winlaw Summer Breeze party.

Kaslo and District Public Library extends hours

Woman frantic to find stolen boat

Grandmas Farm Vacations
Owner/builder, Sarah Adair practices minimum impact organic farming, striving towards permaculture. Sarah is selling farm
fresh eggs from heritage dual purpose chickens, mixed fruits and vegetables (summer and storage), and fence posts and
rails. Produce can be got from the farm gate in Argenta when in season (please pre-phone). Guests at Grandma’s Farm
Vacations also enjoy food from Sarah’s farm in the prepared meals served there, and are extended an invitation to u-pick
veggies/berries on the farm. Contact 250-366-0041; http://grandmasfarmvacations.com/

Lardeau Valley is a West Kootenay bread basket! Support your local farmers and buy local!!
Brought to you by
; lardeauvalley.wordpress.com

Koster are thrilled with the turnout and
feedback from the public, and they plan
to do it again next year.

This boat was stolen sometime between
June 30 and July 5.
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Nakusp council July 9: Cannabis bylaw adopted, Nakusp will only allow one retail outlet
by Katrine Campbell
• Nobody in Nakusp, it seems,
was interested enough in the Village’s
cannabis bylaw to show up at the public
hearing July 9.
Bylaw #614-22, an amendment to
Zoning Bylaw 614, sets out Nakusp’s
rules and regulations for cannabis retail
sales, including allowing only one shop
within the village limits, restricting
location to C1 (Core Commercial)
and C4 (Highway Commercial) and
establishing a 500-metre setback from
schools, daycares or playgrounds.
The public hearing also dealt with
614-23, also an amendment to the
zoning bylaw. The amendment adds a
provision for undersized lots that will
allow the lot to be used for any permitted
use in the zone, subject to meeting all
other regulations for that zone.
After the public hearing, council
moved into its regular meeting agenda.
The two bylaws were given three
readings and adopted.
• Council approved the Service
Provider Agreement from the Municipal
Insurance Association between the
Village and the Nakusp and Area
Community Climbing Society, to
provide insurance for non-student
climbers on the proposed wall at Nakusp
Secondary.
• Council authorized submission of
an application to the BC Rural Dividend
Program for $66,400, to be put towards
the Investment Ready Nakusp Project.
Total cost is $83,000.
• Council gave three readings to
Lane Closure Bylaw #675. The CAO
said a developer bought the properties
on 4th Ave across from the Leland Hotel
and plans to build condos. The price to
purchase the laneway would be $51,000
plus fees.
• Council received permissive
tax exemption requests from the
Arrowtarian Senior Citizens Society,
Old Firehall Collective Society, Nakusp
Senior Citizens Branch #71 and the
Kinship Connection Society. As of 2014,

the Legion, Arrow & Slocan Lakes
Community Services, Nakusp Launch
Club, Halcyon Assisted Living Society,
Nakusp Childcare Society, and Arrow
Lakes Hospital Auxiliary were given
five-year exemptions. Permissive tax
exemptions can’t exceed 2.5% of the
current year’s total budgeted municipal
tax levy, but the four new requests would
put the amount over the top.
Council decided to reduce all
exemptions to 58% from 100%. The
change will be done by bylaw, which
staff will draft and return to council at the
August 22 meeting for three readings,
with adoption at the September 10
meeting.
• Bree Lillies of WildSafe BC
attended as a delegation to speak about
the Nakusp Bear Hazard Assessment,
and about activities planned for the
Nakusp WildSafe BC program for the
2018 season. The assessment “is for
council to use, to do whatever they want
with it.” She will compile the report and
give it to the Village.
Garbage is the most common
attractant to bears, at 29% of reported
human-bear conflict incidents. Garbage
is followed by fruit trees at 25%,
agriculture at 23%, compost 9%,
livestock 6%, and bird feeders and
freezers tied at 4%. Between 2013 and
2017, there were 146 incidents involving
black bears and five involving grizzlies.
Lillies provided a map showing a large
cluster of incidents in the downtown and
in north Nakusp, with a smaller number
in outlying areas.
• Nakusp Pride Week will be
extended to two weeks and the name will
be changed to clarify its actual purpose.
The first two weeks of May each year
will be called ‘Community Clean Up’,
when the Village collects yard waste
and garden debris. The service has
been very well used, Taylor said, and
staff have noted it takes more than one
week to pick up the debris in addition to
their other duties. “Some people didn’t
like the [Pride] name,” Mayor Karen

Hamling said.
• “Every year we get people
complaining bitterly that they don’t
want their money going out of town,”
said Hamling. She was speaking of
the Columbia Basin Trust Community
Initiatives and Affected Area Program;
all communities in the basin get the CI
funding, but the much higher Affected
Areas funding goes only to those
communities seriously affected by the
1960s dam building and subsequent
flooding.
At her request, council approved a
resolution which Hamling will take to
the RDCK. It restricts applications to
those which directly affect the Village of
Nakusp and Defined Area K; applicants
must be present at the community vote
to present their request; the committee
will review the applications and funding
available and decide how much to
allocate to each area for the vote so
there is fairness in funds distribution;
applicants must receive a minimum of
5% of the vote to receive funding. The
committee will consist of the Nakusp
mayor, the Area K director, two reps
from the village and two from Area K.
• CAO Laurie Taylor reported that
almost 9% of tax accounts haven’t
been paid, with an outstanding balance
of $141,626. Of the 103 unpaid tax
accounts, 19 are in arrears and 15 are
in arrears and delinquent, in addition
to the current unpaid taxes. Delinquent
accounts mean the properties involved
will be put up for a tax sale in the fall if
the taxes aren’t paid. $167,949 in utility
accounts is still unpaid.
• Fire Chief Terry Warren reported
the department responded to 60
incidents, 18 of them in two hours during
the June 25 windstorm when power lines
came down. The radio system is getting
upgrades, and the department has four
new recruits, bringing its strength to 23.
• Terry Welsh, Director of
Recreation and Parks, reported the hot
springs revenue was high ($93,630) in
June. “The weather pattern was cool and

submitted
Kootenay Sufferfest will host its
first ever Adaptive Sports Camp August
7 - 8. This trial run will feature adaptive
mountain biking and adaptive paddle
boarding and will take place at the newly
created Mt. Abriel Recreation Site, 8 km
north of Nakusp just off Highway 23.
In the past Kootenay Sufferfest
has hosted several events in the area

including the Nakusp Half Marathon and
5k Walk/Run, the Burton Amazing Race
and Relay, the Mt. Idaho Ultra Marathon
and 10k Run and the Nakusp Suffercross.
Our events have focused on running,
walking and cycling.
The new trail system at Mt. Abriel
will feature Nakusp’s first Adaptive
Mountain Bike Trail which the Nakusp
and Area Bike Society has been hard at

by Jan McMurray
Nakusp and area property owners
will be contributing tax dollars to the
Nakusp & District Museum starting next
year, as long as the ‘alternative approval
process’ goes through. All those opposed
to the proposal have until August 31
at 4:30 pm to register their dissent by
submitting a signed Elector Response
Form to the RDCK.
If at least 10% of the eligible voters
in the service area submit a signed
Elector Response Form, the proposal
fails, and a decision will be made on
whether or not to hold a referendum on
the matter. 10% of the eligible voters
comes to 177.
To cover operating expenses and

to hire a staffperson for the season, the
Nakusp Museum Society is asking for
up to $20,000 per year in funding from
taxation. This translates to $5.40 for a
property assessed at $100,000; $16.20
for a property assessed at $300,000; and
$27 for a property assessed at $500,000.
To request an Elector Response
Form, email alund@rdck.bc.ca, or phone
1-800-268-7325 or 250-352-8160.
More information, including a map
of the service area, is available at www.
rdck.ca.
The Arrow Lakes Historical Society
has also requested a contribution of
$24,000 per year in tax dollars for the
archives. A separate alternative approval
process for this proposal is upcoming.

work building. The development of this
world-class trail has given Kootenay
Sufferfest a new direction and vision –
adaptive and inclusive sport.
Kootenay Sufferfest staff have been
working this summer to research and
build the foundation of this new program.
The result will be a trial camp featuring
adaptive mountain bikes and paddle
boards. Activities will take place at the
Mt. Abriel Trails and the Butter/Spine
Trails in Rosebery, the latter built by the
North Slocan Trails Society.
Sufferfest is pleased to have worldrenowned athletes Elladee Brown and
Tara Llanes providing their expertise
and equipment for the mountain biking
sessions; Jordan Kerton of Access
Revolution will host the paddle boards
and training sessions.
All who are interested in seeing these
exciting sports demonstrated are invited
to show up to any venue. Please email
info@kootenaysufferfest.com for more
information and the schedule of events.
Without our Job Creation
Partnership’s Adaptive Sports Feasibility
and Capacity Building Research Project,
this initiative would not have been
possible.

rainy and admissions went sky high,”
he said. The tender close date on the
Downtown Revitalization project was
adjusted to July 12 from July 5 at the
request of the bidding firms. A number
of local and regional contractors have
been identified and will be solicited to
bid on the project.
• Director of Operations Bart
Chenuz reported the North Road service
project is well underway and will be
completed by the end of July. Annual
hydrant maintenance is being done.
The crew dealt with two watermain
breaks; one was caused when BC Hydro
started digging to replace a snapped pole,
without consulting Public Works, and
cut a waterline.
• A Development Variance Permit
was granted to Steve and Karen Likness
to reduce the rear parcel line setback on
their property at 735 9th Ave NW from
5.8 metres to 3.8 metres to allow a mobile
home to be placed on the property.
• Council appointed Aidan McLarenCaux to the NACFOR board of directors.
• Hamling reported that she rode
in the Canada Day parade, gave the
ARROW LAKES HOSPITAL
FOUNDATION
Annual General Meeting
Monday August 27, 2018 at 7:00 pm
in the Hospital Board Room
Elections will be held to fill Director
positions: three for 3 years.
In order to vote at the Annual
General Meeting members must
obtain a $1 membership card from
a director or from the front desk at
Arrow Lakes Hospital before July
27, 2018.
For further information write to
Box 284, Nakusp
or email: alhfoundation@hotmail.com

welcome from the Village and cut the
birthday cake. “This year I must have
cut over 250 pieces and for the first time
we ran out of cake. I think this is one of
the higher attendances that we have had
on a July 1.”
On July 4 she met with the Affected
Area and Community Initiatives
committee and is currently working
on several more historical plaques for
the area to complete the project started
in 2012.
• Councillor Bill Tobey reported that
Rec Commission #4 would be holding
swim lessons at the lake this summer.
• Councillor Tom Zeleznik said he
received a call from Meredith Hamstead,
Climate Action Program (CAP)
coordinator from the Columbia Basin
CAP, who wants a meeting with the
Village and other groups in September,
re climate adaptation.

DO YOU KNOW THIS
CAT?

This female, adult cat was found
recently on Idler Rd.  She has short
hair, gray-colouring and no tattoos.  
Hungry, but friendly, this sweet kitty
is looking to reunite with her family.
Please call PALS at 250-265-3792 if you
can help us return this wee lassie to her home!

WEEKLY SPONSOR:

Nakusp
(250) 265-3635 www.selkirkrealty.com

Adaptive Sports Camp coming to Nakusp

Taxation for Nakusp Museum on the table

Nakusp Community
Medical Bus

NEW bus fare rates as follows. New Rates take effect Aug.1, 2018
Every Tuesday - Bus travels to Revelstoke.
Leaves Nakusp at 7:30 am.
FARE: Return $15.00 One Way $7.50
Every Wednesday - Bus travels to Vernon
and Kelowna. Leaves Nakusp at 7:00 am.
FARE: Vernon - Return $20.00 One Way $10.00
FARE: Kelowna – Return $25.00 One Way $12.50        
The First Tuesday of Every Month – Better at Home Bus travels to Edgewood, Fauquier,
Burton, Arrow Park and can pick up people around Nakusp for local appointments and
grocery shopping. Leaves Edgewood at 9:30 am. Returns to Edgewood in the Afternoon.
FARE: By Donation.
Please call 250 265 3674 ext. 224 or 250 265 8747 to book your seat by noon the
day before the bus travels. Medical Appointments are given priority. All Passengers
Welcome. Seats are based on availability.

16

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza.
250-353-2282.
KASLO HOUSING SOCIETY Housing
Coordinator, assisting residents of Kaslo
and Area D with affordable housing.
Office hours: Tuesday 1-3, Wednesday &
Thursday 9-12 or by appointment. #23 The
Langham, Kaslo. 250-353-8363. Funding
for this position thanks to CBT and RDCK/
Kaslo EDC.
FOR FRESH FRUIT AND
VEGETABLES from Cawston, visit Tony
in Silverton by the Silverton Gallery on
Fridays 8:45-4:30 and at the Kaslo Market
on Saturdays 10-3.
CHIAROSCURO PHOTOGRAPHIC
GALLERY - Fine Art Photography by
Patrizia Menton. Located at 123 Reiben Rd.
in Hills (16 km north of New Denver). Open
by appointment - Phone 250-358-2569.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

HAVE YOU ALWAYS DREAMED about
starting your own business? If so, call
Community Futures to learn about the free
Business Plan workshop open to anyone!
And if you’re eligible, you may also qualify

for the Self-Employment Program, where
you will receive ongoing business training
and coaching and usually financial support
while you start your business. To learn more
call 265-3674 ext. 201 or email Nakusp@
futures.bc.ca.
THINKING OF STARTING, buying or
expanding your own business? If so, call
Community Futures offers business loans,
counseling & training; and delivers the
Self Employment program in the Arrow
& Slocan Lakes area. For more info leave
a message at 265-3674 ext. 201 or email
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

COMING EVENTS

SLOCAN MASONIC LODGE meets at
Knox Hall in New Denver on the fourth
Friday at 7:30 pm: March 23, April 27,
May 28, June 22, August 24, September
28, October 26, November 23. On July
28, we have a picnic in Sandon at 4:30;
and on December 8, we meet with the
Nakusp Lodge. Interested new members
contact: dtstore@telus.net.

CLASSIFIED ADS

THE FRIDAY MARKET happens each
Friday, 10 am to 2 pm, June through
September, in downtown New Denver.
Come to this beautiful market under shady
maple trees for fresh organic local produce,
flowers, delicious prepared food and local
artisans’ wares. For info: 250-358-2774 or
email ndfridaymarket@gmail.com.

AT THE HIDDEN GARDEN GALLERY
- ‘BOTANICAL: life phenomena exhibited
by plants’ new work by Morgen Bardati and
Nadine Stefan, July 31-August 5, reception
Thursday, August 2, 7-9 pm with music by
Freya at 8 pm. Deborah Hicks, photographer,
presents ‘Focused On Bee’ng’ August 7-12,
reception Monday, August 6, 7-9 pm with
music by Bed of Coals. The Hidden Garden
Gallery is located at 112 Slocan Ave, New
Denver behind Sweet Dreams Guesthouse,
and is open 10 am-3 pm Tuesday through
Sunday. For more information please visit
hiddengardengallery.ca.

THREE PLAYER SCRAMBLE Golf
Tournament. Junior Golf Fundraiser.
$1,000 guaranteed 1st place prize. Slocan
Lake Golf Course, Saturday August 25.
Low net tournament, best ball format. $75/
player. Contact the golf club at 358-2408
or 551-2593.
SPREAD THE LOVE II: An exhibition of
Friendship Quilts conceived and assembled
by Hoot Owl, but made by many hands and
hearts. Silverton Gallery, July 27-August 6,
Noon to 4 pm. Opening Celebration Friday,
July 27, 3-5 pm. Admission by donation. All
proceeds go to Slocan Lake Arts Council.
BEGINNER WATERCOLOUR WITH
RON MULVEY to be held August 4, 10
am1 pm at the Riverstone Gallery. SVCAC
member rate ($20/person) and non-member
rate ($30/person). Sponsored by the Slocan
Valley Community Arts Council. Please
call Judy at 250-359-7052 for registration
and info.
SATURDAY DANCE NIGHTS AT THE
LEGION 502 Harold St, Slocan. August
11 & 25, 7-9 pm. Music by DIAMOND
WILLOW BAND - music for any occasion,
Old Country Rock. Admission $10. The
Legion welcomes members & guests.

Bikes, Skis,
Snowshoes

The Valley Voice July 26, 2018

SUPPORT SENIORS’ HOUSING IN
THE VALLEY by becoming a member
of THE SLOCAN VALLEY SENIORS’
HOUSING SOCIETY. The SVSHS operates
the Passmore Lodge and the Slocan City
Suites and provides outreach programs for
local seniors. Join by August 29 to vote at
the AGM on September 27. Grand Opening
of the Slocan City Suites will begin at 5:30
before the AGM at the Legion in Slocan City.
All welcome. Membership forms available
at www.svhousing.ca or call Sue at 250226-7144. The Board is looking for two new
directors interested in serving their community
– please contact Wilf Rimmer at boarddev@
svhousing.ca or Rita Moir at 250-226-7759.

FOR RENT

ONE BDR, COZY CABIN. Red Mountain
Road, Silverton. Ideal one person/ couple.
Wood stove/ electric heat. NS/No pets.
References required. $450 + utilities. Available
September 15. Contact: Collene 250-358-2432.
PRIME COMMERCIAL SPACE - 312
Broadway, Nakusp. $700/month. Approx.
1,000 sq. ft. 250-353-2130.

Business Classifieds start at $10.00
Call 250-358-7218 for details

• BICYCLE

Sales and
Maintenance
Call Shon
250-265-3332
shonsbs@gmail.com

Your ad could
be here for only
$11.00 + GST

TOWING
Slocan Towing

Serving the Slocan Valley
24-Hour Towing & Recovery
Flatdeck Service
250-226-7084

Alongside Mountainberry

ENVIRONMENT

250-358-7199

info

202 Lake Avenue, Silverton

CHIROPRACTOR: Dr. Larry Zaleski

Over 30 years experience of Spinal Health Care
Silverton: Mondays & Friday afternoon – Winlaw & Nakusp on Alternating Wednesdays (plus every 4th Thursday
afternoon in Winlaw)

COUNSELLOR: Sue Mistretta, M.A.

19 years experience helping clients working with anxiety,
depression, grief, self esteem, health crisis, life transitions
or simply are feeling stuck or uninspired.

Offices in Silverton & Winlaw

Call 250-358-2177 for appointments
Visit www.handandsoul.ca

Your ad could
be here for only
$11.00 + GST

Send Cheque or Money Order to: The Valley Voice
Box 70 New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

DAWN DEVLIN

Advanced Ortho-Bionomy Practioner
& Certified Reflexologist

Dr. Michael Brennan • Chiropractor
Over 10 years experience
Appointments can be scheduled by contacting
his Nelson office at 250-352-5135

Dr. Brennan comes to New Denver and Nakusp every week:
Slocan Community Health Centre on Tuesday Afternoons;
Arrow Lakes Hospital on Wednesday.
Offering Chiropractic, Concussion Management, Cold Laser Therapy,
Custom Orthotics, Auto Injury Care and many more services.

www.activebalancechiro.ca

Your ad could
be here for only
Open 1 pm to 4:30 pm Tues. to Sat.
$11.00 + GST
Support the Valley Voice with a
voluntary subscription
Only $10-$30

TUES

Hand & Soul
Wellness Centre

WE DO OIL CHANGES – We stock oil & filters
for most common vehicles! • NEW TIRE
SALES – Installs, Repairs & Changeovers •
GENERAL MAINTENANCE & REPAIR

20+ years experience
For Appointment in Nakusp call:
Phone: 250-265-1796 • www.dawndevlin.ca
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FOR RENT

SUITE FOR RENT on acreage one mile
from Nakusp. 3 bdr, appliances. 1200 sq. ft.
$750/mo. Available Sept 1. 250-575-8867
or 250-863-0886.

FOR SALE

AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING
CONTAINERS 20 ft. and 40 ft. sizes.
Kootenay Containers Sales & Rentals,
Castlegar. 250-365-3014.
WATKINS PRODUCTS – Bertha
Williams, #11 – 217 Zacks Rd. 250-2659080.

HEALTH

YOGA IN SILVERTON – THE
INWARD JOURNEY: Monday and
Thursday mornings 9-10:15. Honour your
body by reducing stress, building strength,
flexibility and balance. Upper story of the
fire hall in Silverton. Only 5 minutes from
New Denver. Open to all levels. Come
and share mindfulness and the exultation
of inner flow.

NOTICES

HU HAS BEEN USED for thousands of
years as a prayer, mantra and sacred chant
to attune oneself with the presence of God.
http://eckankarblog.org/sound-of-soul/
ARE ALCOHOL OR OTHER DRUGS a
problem in your life? AA, NA and AL-ANON
(family) meetings can help. For information on
AA: in New Denver, 358-7158; Nakusp, 2654216; Kaslo, 353-9617; Heart of the Slocan
Valley, 551-4104; Playmor Junction, 226-7252.
For NA: New Denver, 358-7265. For AL-ANON
(family): New Denver, 358-7904. Please, if you
can’t get through, try another number.

NOTICES

www.carpentercreeklastwishessociety.
ca provides information on preplanning
for death and advice for alternative funeral
arrangements. Ph: 250-358-2253.
NELSON & AREA ELDER ABUSE
PREVENTION Resource Centre: 250-3526008 NelsonElderAbusePrevention@gmail.
com/ www.nelsonelderabuseprevention.ca.
Drop-in Wednesdays 12-2 pm, 719 Vernon
Street, Nelson. Nelson and District Seniors
Coordinating Society.

OBITUARY

Gordon R. Danielson 1948-2018: It is with
heavy hearts that we announce his sudden
passing. He leaves to mourn his c/l spouse
Patti Wright, daughter Colleen Danielson
(Mike Brice), grandsons Kayden and Liam
Brice, Chistina Weiler (Colleen’s mother),
and sister Mary Davidsen (Prince Rupert,
BC). Gord was a dedicated employee in
the silviculture industry with Greenpeaks
Holding Ltd. for many years. He was
predeceased by his wife, Marge, brother,
Chuck Nicholson, sisters, Doris Peterson
and Lena Bowlby and brother-in-law, Odd
Davidsen. His happy-go-lucky spirit and
loving soul will be deeply missed by all who
knew him. As per his request, his ashes will
be spread in the Pacific Ocean. The family
would like to thank the First Responders of
Winlaw and Slocan. Their dedication, hard
work and kindness was much appreciated.

CLASSIFIED ADS
SLOCAN VALLEY RECREATION
NEW DATES! RED CROSS LAKE
SWIM LESSONS: Preschool-Level
8. Afternoons, Tues-Fri, Aug 7-17 (8
sessions total). $60-$75. Slocan.

226-0008 • WWW.RDCK.CA
WANTED

LOOKING TO RENT (long-term), a
10+ acre property with mixed forested
upland and grassland for outdoor education
purposes (we are insured). Watercourse on
site or body of water preferred. Contact
Carmen 226-6951.

YARD SALE

ONGOING ESTATE SALE at #11 –
217 Zacks Rd., Nakusp. 10 am-5 pm.
Household items, antiques, bedding, books,
dishes, musical instruments and equipment,
ornaments, bow and arrows.

Next Valley
Voice Deadline:
August 3,
2018

PETS

90 DAYS TO A BETTER DOG: relaxed
walks, come when called, have fun. Learn
more at www.proudofmydog.ca
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Friends of Old Arrow Park reunion next month
submitted
It’s almost that time of year again:
Saturday, August 11 the ‘Friends of Old
Arrow Park’ will meet again for their
reunion. Everyone is welcome whether
you lived at Arrow Park or not, to hear
about Arrow Park’s rich history and the
stories of former residents.
Last year the reunion couldn’t be
held at the usual site because of the
forest fire risk and organizers held an
annual meeting in Nakusp in early
October instead. If fire risks occur this

year and the reunion can’t be held at
the site, it will be moved to the Burton
Park by the hall.
The meeting is at 4 pm, potluck
supper at 5 and at 7 Kyle Kusch from
the Arrow Lakes Historical Society
will show a video concentrating on old
Arrow Park. The ferry service will be
extended to 11 Saturday night for your
convenience.
“Come and enjoy,” organizers say,
“reminisce and bring your favourite
dish.”

submitted
The Hidden Garden Gallery’s next
‘Food for Thought’ presentation is on
August 5 at Knox Hall.
‘Our Ghost Ancestors’ by Mark
Jeffreys starts at 7:30 pm.
The rapidly developing field of
ancient DNA is allowing us, for the
first time, to understand the exact
relationship of many fossil finds to
living species, including our own,
by using direct genetic comparison.
Studies revealing unexpected
relationships, ghost populations, and
startlingly vivid depictions of what
ancient humans looked like are being

published at an accelerating rate.
This talk aims to introduce you to the
science and to catch you up on the latest
and most significant findings. You may
be surprised to learn whose genes you
and I still carry (and whose we don’t).
Mark Jeffreys is an evolutionary
anthropologist, a poet, and a professor
of Interdisciplinary Arts & Sciences at
Dixie State University in St. George,
Utah. A summer resident of the Slocan
for more than a decade, he has given
several previous ‘Food for Thought’
talks on topics including the evolution
of storytelling, human uniqueness, sex,
and time.

HGG’s next Food for Thought: Our Ghost Ancestors

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN

HARDWOOD FLOORS
WHOLESALE
• Registered Septic System
designer and installer •
• Ready Mix Concrete •
• Lock Blocks • Drain Rock •
• Road Crush • Sand & Gravel •
• Dump Trucks • Excavator •
• Crusher • Coloured Concrete •
• Site Preparation •
Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
Ph. 265-4615 • vieirac@telus.net

Safety, Service, Satisfaction
Installation and maintenance

jim@jemsgas.com
MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter
TimberFrame Homes
Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall
Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding
Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales
dave@maddentimber.com

250 265 1807

HALL LUMBER
& BUILDING SUPPLIES
Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat
10 am to 5 pm
PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd.
Edgewood, BC

K&A

Tim Reilly

Suite 3, 622 Front St
Nelson, BC Vll 4B7
C: (250)551-6584
Licensed Residential Builder & General Contractor
Design • Project Management • Building Services
www.trctimberworks.com

250-358-7721

CONSTRUCTION
FOUNDATIONS • ROOFING • RENOVATIONS

Specializing in Timber Framing
Cell: 250-265-8503 Home: 250-265-2278

mobile

(250) 551-TIME (8463)

• BONDED Journeyman carpenter
• HPO Licenced Builder #42639

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

Your ad
could be
here for
only $19.50
+ GST

1730 Hwy 3, Selkirk Spring Building
dan@canadiangardensupply.com

Alex Joseph

Darrell A. Olsen
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

Tyler Paynton • 250.777.3654 • silverridgeearthsnow@hotmail.com

Castlegar
250-304-2911

Electrical Contracting Ltd

Kent & Arlene Yardcare Services
Free Estimates
358-2508 • 358-7785 • 505-8210
wyofonoff1@yahoo.ca

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Indoor Garden
Supplies

Wired by Alex

Crescent Bay
Construction Ltd.
Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431
• Email cresbay@telus.net

SOLID 3 ¼ x ¾ OR ENGINEERED. 6 PLY. TOP
WEAR 2 mm-5” WIDE PREFINISHED ALUMINUM OXIDE, SMOOTH OR BRUSHED. $4.59
SF PLT. AVAILABLE IN 6”-7 ½” – 8 ¾” WIDE.
INFLOOR HEAT COMPATIBLE. 25 YEARS
GUARANTEE. AND MUCH MORE.
AT JUAN’S 1503 HWY 3A
THRUMS (CASTLEGAR) BC
250-399-6377 Mon-Sat 8:30 am - 5 pm

• Power Trowel • Concrete Finishing
• Concrete Stamping and Acid
Staining • Forming • Tile Setting
• Cultured & Natural Stone Installation
CREATIVE MASONRY SOLUTIONS
FOR YOUR HOME AND BUSINESS

Patrick Baird

250-354-8562

elementconcrete.ca

Leaf Cabinetry

Residential & commercial
cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC

250.226.7441

www.leafcabinetry.com

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Box 595 Nakusp, BC
Cell: 250-265-1342
VOG 1R0		
Phone: 250-265-4621
email: darrellolsen@nakusp.net

Jim Pownall
& Co.

LOG & TIMBER
FRAME HOMES
Crane Service

New Denver • BC
250-358-2566
jpownall@telus.net
MEN with BROOMS
CHIMNEY SWEEPS

250-265-4134

Insurance Inspections & Installations
of Wood Burning Appliances
WETT Certified • WorkSafe BC
Bonded • Insured
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The Fish & Wildlife Compensation Program wants your fish guts!
submitted
In 2018/19 the Fish & Wildlife
Compensation Program (FWCP) in the
Columbia Region is funding 55 projects
for a total project investment of more
than $6 million. One of those projects,
coordinated by the Province, is adding
nutrients to Arrow Lakes Reservoir;
one component of the project is to
better understand the eating habits and
behaviour of the predator fish.
To achieve this, biologists want your
fish guts. The goal is to determine if the
larger piscivorous fish, such as bull trout
or rainbow trout, prefer to eat smaller or
larger-sized prey. Analysing stomach
contents can provide the answer, but
biologists need anglers’ assistance to
provide “their guts.”
The challenge is that some anglers
clean their fish out on the water, so
the guts go straight over the side, but

HOURS
9 AM - 9 PM

bringing those large fish back to the
creel technicians on survey days would
provide very valuable information. The
creel surveys operate on Arrow Lakes
Reservoir five days per month, yearround.
If anglers on Arrow Lakes Reservoir
see the creel survey crew at the boat
ramp, then fish stomach contents are
being collected that day. The anglers
can bag the guts and keep them on ice,
or the whole fish can be kept – but leave
the head on so that the length can be
recorded.
The creel survey stations are at the
Nakusp boat ramp, and at Shelter Bay
Provincial Park as well as the Syringa
Park area.
Stomach content analysis in the
Arrow Lakes Reservoir is not new, but
only 250 stomachs have been collected
since 2014. Biologists are hoping that

Your ad could
be hereOpenfor
only
Thurs - Sun
$11.00 + GST

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

more can be collected in 2018.
Preliminary results from previous
years show fish 45+ centimetres in length
prefer to feed on Kokanee that are 15+
centimetres. Young Kokanee, less than
one year old, tend not to be a significant
portion of their diet.
This work, along with Hill Creek

Spawning Channel operations, is funded
by FWCP through its annual ongoing
projects, which are delivered with
support from the Province. The Nutrient
Restoration Program in Arrow Lakes
Reservoir also receives funding from
Columbia Power.
The FWCP is a partnership between

Adult bull trout with the remains of a kokanee in its stomach.

H. A. Benson Inc.

Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0
Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

Your ad could
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$11.00 + GST

Bill Lander
REALTOR®
250-551-5652
bill@billlander.ca

Serving the Slocan Valley
for the 14th year.
Offices in Nakusp, Nelson,
Kaslo & Trail

New Market Foods
518 6th Ave • New Denver

250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290
email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca
Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area.
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm

Certified by the Province of BC to test drinking water

Gaia Tree Whole Foods

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

Community Market

Community Discount Day:
Last Friday of the month
9-6:30 Mon-Sat
Sunday 10-4

Downtown Winlaw • 250-226-7255

Summer Hours!
Monday to Saturday
10:30 am - 4:30 pm
Sunday
11 am - 3 pm
Main Street, New Denver

250-358-2178

Your ad could
be here for only
$11.00 + GST

GIFTS

• All Organic Produce
• All Organic Grains
– Bulk Ordering –

BC Hydro, the Province of BC, Fisheries
and Oceans Canada, First Nations, and
public stakeholders, to conserve and
enhance fish and wildlife in watersheds
impacted by BC Hydro dams. To see
the full list of projects being funded by
the FWCP in its Columbia Region, visit
fwcp.ca.
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Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30

Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

slocan city
trading

buy • sell • trade
guitars • cars • art • antiques
• musical instruments
250-355-2299
9 to 5
Repair and refinish guitars,
furniture etc.
We buy guitars

Your ad could
be here for only
Kaslo Clothes Hanger
$11.00 + GST

Support the Valley Voice with
a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30
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Margaret Anne Sonnenberg at the Hidden Garden Gallery
by Barbara Curry Mulcahy
“My art is a driving force,”
says Slocan resident Margaret Anne
Sonnenberg. “I want to see the
chaos that is this world –and confine
that chaos to something that can be
recognized.” Balance, an exhibit of
her current and retrospective work,
will be at New Denver’s Hidden
Garden Gallery until July 29.
The titular series of 30 rock
drawings were inspired by sculptures
of black stones from New Denver’s
beach. Sonnenberg took the slate
stones home and piled them up in
“little, tiny sculptures.” Then, on hot
summer days, she sat on her porch
and started drawing “the incredible
forms.” Her first intention in this
work was to demonstrate balance –
the balance of mountains breaking
down – deconstructing – and then
reconstructing as little sculptures.
She worked to contrast the fragility
of the sculptures with the longevity
and strength of the stones, of the
mountains they were expressions of.
For the exhibit, Margaret added
other work – “figurative stuff, multimedia, and landscapes” – to the
collection of 30 stone drawings.
Margaret grew up in southern
Alberta. Largely self-taught (she
studied for only one year at Red
Deer College of Art), she married
early. Her husband Cameron was
also an artist, but more interested in

sculpture. Margaret and Cameron
very soon had children. She found she
“couldn’t do justice to either children
or art” and with the focus typical
of her, she gave up art and devoted
herself to her family.
When their children grew up,
Margaret worked servicing bank
machines. After eight years “of
the nonsense of that,” she had an
epiphany: she wanted to focus on art.
Now her fierce, purposeful dedication
returned. She says she “jumped with

by Jan McMurray
The Village of New Denver is
looking for feedback from residents
on the future of Bosun Hall. On July
16, the Village hosted a meeting to
present the results of a study done on
rebuilding the hall, which came in at
roughly $2.2 million.
A year and a half ago, a study
that looked at repairing the building
concluded that it would cost $500,000$1 million to repair and renovate.
“Nothing is written in stone,”
said Mayor Bunka in her introductory
remarks. “We are looking for
feedback, so please let us know your
thoughts.”
Comment forms are available
on the Village website and at the
Village office, and are due July 31.
Members of the public are invited to
call Amanda Murphy, recreation and
cultural services coordinator at the
Village, to make an appointment to
look at the drawings.
Architect Lucas Armstrong of
Cover Architecture in Nelson, the
firm hired for the project, presented
concept drawings and rough cost
estimates.
“This is what we call the maximal
solution,” he said. “It’s a building
that would replace everything that
is already here and make each
element better. We have improved
the functionality of the pieces that
are here.”
He added that $2.2 million is a
“class D cost estimate.”
“It’s a signpost, not an exact
cost,” he said.
Armstrong explained that the
building was designed as a dedicated

purpose-built theatre with stage, but
also as a multifunctional hall. The
main floor is a large auditorium with
a raised, slightly rounded stage (three
feet high) at one end, a backstage area
with two washrooms, a kitchen (about
the same size as the current one)
with walk-in cooler and washroom,
and the main men’s and women’s
washrooms along the side of the
auditorium. There is a mezzanine at
the back of the hall with access to the
exterior balcony. The mezzanine and
balcony together are 550 square feet.
A 1500-square-foot basement beneath
the stage could be used for storage,
set construction, and workshops.
As suggested at the meeting, the
basement could also house a climatecontrolled archives room for the
Silvery Slocan Historical Society.
The concept drawings include a
public washroom on the main floor
with access from the exterior. This
addresses the wish for a public flush
toilet in the downtown area.
The new hall would be a timber
frame building, with a covered
walkway (12’ wide x 25’ long) along
the side, and wheelchair accessibility
from both the street in front and the
lane in back. The proposed building
is a bit wider than it is now, and is set
back from the street as per Village
zoning.
Several residents had suggestions
to improve on the design. One
resident questioned the wisdom of
spending $2-3 million in a town of
500 people when there are already
three halls in New Denver-Silverton
(Silverton Memorial Hall, Silverton
Gallery, Knox Hall). “What we lost

both feet into art.” A painter in Fort
McMurray, where she lived for 25
years, encouraged her. He advised
her: “Paint with purpose. Paint every
day and complete that painting in a
day, if you can.” She laughs, “For me,
it’s redneck git ‘er done!”
Acrylics became a favourite
medium. Their demand for speed was
a challenge that appealed and served
Margaret well. She painted over 100
paintings a year at some times. Art
is “practice… a way to learn,” she

Slocan resident Margaret Anne Sonnenberg shows at the Hidden Garden Gallery until July 29.

Rebuild Bosun Hall? Public feedback wanted

is our arena… It’s the thing that we
need here in my opinion… We have
lots of performance spaces but not
recreational opportunities,” he said.
Danika Hammond pointed
out that $2 million is a long-term
investment, so it is important to
engage the young people, who will
be inheriting it.
Armstrong encouraged residents
to ask themselves: Should we do this
at all, or should we do something
else? Should the new building be
relatively this scale, or should we
make is smaller? What’s the budget
number that the community feels
comfortable with?
After receiving feedback, Cover
Architecture will do up the new
building plans and present them at
an open house in the fall. The Village
will compare the cost estimates for
the renovations and the new building,
and will consult with the community
before making any decisions.

says. Then she scoffs, “Perfection
is something that people have made
up! It doesn’t exist.” If Margaret isn’t
satisfied with a piece, she counts it
as “a learning piece” and stores it
away. Then, sometimes years later,
she suddenly perceives where the
piece lost its way. And at this point, if
she’s lucky, she finds she has gained
the skill to rework the art, revealing
its true intent.
Margaret has worked in many
mediums: painting, sculpture,
ceramics, print-making. Sometimes
collage has been a form to “take you
back to where you started… that
chaos.” Of all art, she says, “Let it be
what it is... let that beauty come out.”
She says an artist must be “incredibly
vulnerable,” has to reveal her own
essential nature in order to understand
the world she lives in.
Margaret became ill in Fort
McMurray and she and Cameron
realized they needed to leave. They
moved to the Kootenays in 2013.
Margaret brought along a 100-yearold rootstock from her grandmother’s
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peony and she and Cameron created
a garden here. It took some time for
Margaret to explore this new world
and find her bearings. Margaret’s
stone drawings and other landscapes
she has painted of the Slocan
landscape have helped to ground her.
In this new life, Margaret has
changed her name. She has started
signing her work M. Anne and
exhibits under the name Margaret
Anne. “It’s a name that can connote
different things – man, Manet,
Monet…” she says.
Margaret Anne’s art has been
exhibited and been published in
magazines and on magazine covers.
Locally, her work has been recently
on display at the Silverton Gallery,
the Camp Café, Flaca’s, and the
Cut & Dye Kootenay Style Hair
Salon. Cards featuring photos of her
paintings are for sale at the Slocan
Library. Margaret has worked on
commission and sold individual
pieces. Her work is in homes in
Canada, the US and more far-flung
countries.

ST ANDREW’S 125th
CELEBRATION
1893-2018
2 pm SUNDAY, AUGUST 19
ST ANDREW’S CHURCH
500 – 4th St, KASLO

LOOKING BACK

- a historical retrospective of 125 years of
community – commitment – communion
Presentation created and directed by Lynn van Deursen
Social time to follow in Heritage Hall
Admission by donation.

ALL ARE WELCOME
Wheelchair Accessible.

Spread the Love II
An Exhibition of Friendship Quilts
Quilts conceived & assembled by Hoot Owl but made by
many hands & hearts

Advertise in the
Valley Voice.
It pays!!!

OPENING CELEBRATION
July 27 • 3-5 PM

Support the
Valley Voice with a
voluntary subscription

SILVERTON GALLERY
July 27 – August 6
Noon-4 PM

Call 358-7218 for details
valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

Only $10-$30
Send Cheque or Money Order
to: Valley Voice, Box 70,
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

Admission by donation
All proceeds to Slocan Lake Arts Council
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Exploring identity in a new collection of stories by Roger Lewis
by Art Joyce
Wi t h g l o b a l g e o p o l i t i c s
unleashing a new wave of
desperation that has created millions
of refugees, it’s the right time to

question the politics of identity.
New Denver resident Roger Lewis
has just released a new collection of
short stories, Identity Matters, that
explores these themes. Lewis takes

as his basic point of entry a quote
from renowned author and academic
Northrop Frye, who once declared
that the issue of Canadian identity is
not a question of ‘Who are we?’ but
of ‘Where is here?’
The book is divided into four
sections, the first three of which
mimic the progress of a life from
childhood to retirement, with a large
middle section titled ‘Clifford and
Maureen’ that has strong overtones
of autobiography. Actually a novella,
it tracks the career of a young
couple setting out in the 1960s on
an academic career that takes them
to universities in Canada, Britain,
Eastern Europe and the US, while
starting a family. Their academic
work puts them in contact with people
from cultures around the world. And
despite the ‘sunny ways’ narrative of
Canada’s official multiculturalism
policy, it doesn’t always go smoothly.
At one point, when Clifford and
Maureen are offered a research post
in Texas, the couple’s children beg
them to move into a white suburban
neighbourhood. There’s a reason
history is littered with the victims of
cultural clashes that erupt into wars,
and Lewis explores these subtle
undertones in depth.
Identity is central to our
conception of ourselves in the world,
even our basic self-esteem. It’s also
tied into group dynamics, since
humans are tribal animals. “In

Advertise in the
Valley Voice.
It pays!!!

Call 358-7218 for details
valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

becoming passively aware of one’s
identity, or actively constructing it,”
writes Lewis, “an individual notices
a number of traits that make him
identical with other members of
the group with which he identifies
himself. Nevertheless these identical
features make him different from
others outside his group. Thus
identity is a paradox made up of
similarities and differences,” making
it dangerous to assume homogeneity
amongst any national or ethnic
group. It makes a mockery of the
very notion of racism.
The book’s final section is a
chance for the author to offer stories
with a broad range of themes, drawing
on his love of short story masters
such as Edgar Allen Poe, Ernest
Hemingway, O. Henry and Graham
Greene. In the vein of Poe, Cursed
tells the story of two backpackers
who desecrate a sacred Muslim site
in the Atlas Mountains of Morocco
and become victims of an ancient
curse. Lewis raises questions that
challenge the conventional narrative
of Islam. In Vaya con Dios a hapless
older woman is hustled and deserted
by a Cuban fortune hunter in a kind
of karmic rebound. Added at London
tells of a retired man who, like King
Lear, fails in his attempts to live in
retirement with his adult children. De
Profundis echoes the title and theme
of the famous letter written by Oscar
Wilde from Reading Gaol during his
imprisonment for homosexuality
in the 1890s. Rather than being
merely a retrospective trashing of
a now-outmoded social morality,
Lewis portrays a conflicted character
whose 21st century life as a gay man
is anything but a happily-ever-after
story. If it could be said that one of

the prerequisites for great literature
is that it overturns our comfortable
expectations of the world, then
Lewis is on the right track. While
not a stylist in the manner of a Kurt
Vonnegut, Tom Wolfe or Hunter
S. Thompson, Lewis writes in an
unadorned prose that cuts to the
chase and moves the reader along
rapidly.
In addition to writing short
fiction and literary essays, Lewis
is Professor of English Literature
(Emeritus) at Acadia University
in Nova Scotia, teaching online
courses (including graduate studies)
there and at Athabasca University
in Alberta. He was born in Ottawa,
Ontario, and was educated at the
University of Toronto (BA, MA,
Ph.D). Anyone who hails from
this part of Canada will enjoy the
cultural references to central Ontario
braided throughout these stories,
including canoeing in Algonquin
Park. He has published many articles
and books including Poems and
Drawings of Elizabeth Siddal, The
Collected Poems of Robert Louis
Stevenson and A Variorum Edition
of Dante Gabriel Rossetti’s Sonnet
Sequence ‘The House of Life’ with
an Introduction and Notes. He was
Editor-in-Chief of the last eight
volumes of The Correspondence
of Dante Gabriel Rossetti, a huge
accomplishment in itself.
A reading and book launch will
be held at Villa Dome Quixote in New
Denver at 4 pm on August 16. The
book is available locally at Raven’s
Nest Gifts in New Denver and
Otter Books in Nelson. Online the
book can be ordered from Amazon.
com, also from bookorders@
custombookpublications.com..

