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Remembrance Day participants parade down Broadway on their way to the village’s cenotaph. Remembrance Day photo spread on pages 10 & 11.

Kootenay Savings labour talks stalled over wages and pensions
submitted
Contract talks between Kootenay
Savings Credit Union and its
employees’ union broke down at
the end of October, and neither side
is releasing any more information
on whatever negotiations are taking
place.
The Valley Voice contacted
United Steel Workers (USW) local
1-405 in Trail, but the calls were not
returned. A spokesperson for KSCU
said there was no update, and refused
to comment on the situation.
The two sides started talks one
year ago to renew the collective
agreement for the 111 unionized
employees at all branches except
for New Denver and Nakusp, and
two in the East Kootenay. Both
South Slocan and Kaslo branches are
unionized, and are open for limited
hours during the labour dispute.
Negotiations continued until
May, when they applied for mediator
assistance. Two days of talks
took place in June, but were not
successful. Negotiations resumed in
October, again unsuccessfully.
The union served strike notice
on October 17. KSCU responded by
serving a one-day lockout notice for
October 28 “in an effort to encourage
the union to return to negotiations
and help us address the critical issues
while minimizing impact to our
employees and members.”
USW says the staff “will not be

returning to work until a collective
agreement has been freely negotiated
between the parties. The employer
has locked out their employees and
they will stay locked out until a
collective agreement is settled.”
The outstanding issues,
according to KSCU’s last media
release on November 2, are wages
and pension provisions. The union
adds several more: working hours
for the new Member Service Centre,
vacation allotment and scheduling,
and improvements to the employee
banking benefits provision.
KSCU issued the following
statement on the pension issue,
which has been edited for length:
“… Kootenay Savings belongs
to a multi-employer plan where all
decisions regarding the plan are
made by a Board of Trustees. Out
of 25 credit unions participating
in the BC Credit Union Defined
Pension Plan, we are the only one
with collective agreement language
that holds us to unlimited financial
liability for any changes the Trustees
may make to plan benefits. These
changes are out of our control, yet we
are bound by their decisions.
“…In these negotiations,
Kootenay Savings has proposed to
fund a very lucrative supplemental
retirement allowance on an annual
basis to provide another layer of
protection to employees, in the
event of future changes if they were

to occur. This fund is in addition to
a rich retirement allowance that we
provided to Defined Benefit Pension
Plan participants in 2011. These
additional benefits are unprecedented
for credit unions, and no other credit
union provides anything to the other

3,000+ plan members in the same
pension plan, including those of
the other Kootenay region credit
union employees represented by the
Steelworkers.”
USW lead negotiator Dean Lott
says “The Credit Union Pension

Plan is in good financial shape. The
Trustees have made changes during
the latest valuation (September 30,
2016) that has vastly improved the
position of the plan. The employer
is stuck on what may happen, what
if’s, and no one has a crystal ball.”

The four Kaslo KSCU employees affected by the lock-out/ strike have been maintaining a picket line.
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Primeval: Enter the Incomappleux inspires action on park proposal
by Jan McMurray
An ancient rainforest with
2,000-year-old trees stands in the Selkirk
mountains along the Incomappleux
River, just south of Glacier National
Park. The film Primeval: Enter the
Incomappleux takes viewers on a
journey to this awe-inspiring place – the
“crown jewel” of the proposed Selkirk
Mountain Caribou Park.
Presented by the Valhalla Wilderness
Society (VWS), the film premiered
in Nelson at the Capitol Theatre on
November 9. It will be showing at the
Vancouver International Mountain Film
Festival later this month, and will be on
tour around the province over the next

year in an effort to put public pressure
on the government to create the Selkirk
Mountain Caribou Park.
At the Nelson premiere, VWS
representatives urged the audience to
write letters to the BC government
and federal Minister of Environment
to ask for the creation of the park.
Filmmaker Damien Gillis, biologist
Dr. Toby Spribille, and VWS reps were
in attendance to introduce the film and
answer questions. Craig Pettitt of VWS
made a presentation about the park
proposal, which the society has been
working on for the last 10 years.
The proposed park covers 156,000
hectares of land that would provide

connectivity between the existing
Glacier National, Goat Range Provincial,
and Bugaboo Provincial Parks. The
Lardeau, East Creek, Duncan, Westfall,
and Incomappleux drainages fall within
the proposed park area.
“The Selkirks once had a healthy
number of mountain caribou but we
have been drastically altering their
habitat and we are losing these animals,”
said Pettitt.
Despite the BC government’s
Mountain Caribou Recovery
Implementation Plan (MCRIP), which
took a significant amount of caribou
habitat out of the timber harvesting
land base, the number of caribou in the
Central Selkirk herd has dropped from
88 in 2008 to 35 in 2016. “The MCRIP
is a dismal failure,” Pettitt said.
Thanks to the work of biologist Dr.
Toby Spribille, a tremendous number
of species of lichens have been found
in the Incomappleux, and some are
new to science. Because of Spribille’s
work, there is a temporary moratorium
on logging in the Incomappleux.
However, the moratorium could be
lifted at any moment, and there are
approved cutblocks in the Incomappleux
Rainforest.
“When these forests are cut, we’ll
never see forests of this stature again,”
Pettitt said.
Pettitt explained that when forests
are cut, they are replanted as tree farms,
with commercial value and profit in
mind. “So the biodiversity is lost,” he
said, “and the new, young forests don’t
support mountain caribou. Mountain
caribou depend on old-growth forest.” In
the winter, their staple food is the lichen
that grows on the ancient trees.
Pettitt also said that BC Timber
Sales is currently building a logging

road on the west side of Duncan Lake
into Puddingbowl Creek, another area in
the park proposal. “We’ve been finding
caribou there, so building this road will
have quite an impact on these animals,”
he said.
Dr. Spribille first went into the
Incomappleux in 2002, after meeting the
late Colleen McCrory the year before.
“I have been back 14 times,” he said. “I
have come back again and again because
of the very special things going on here.”

He stressed the tremendous biodiversity
of the Incomappleux Rainforest.
Filmmaker Damien Gillis, coproducer and co-director of the awardwinning Fractured Land, said he felt
privileged to work in the company of
people who were working so hard to
protect these areas. “There are so few
places like the Incomappleux where
you can experience the world before
humans,” he said.
Visit vws.org for more information.

Neil Muth, president and CEO of the Columbia Basin Trust since 2005, has passed away. The
announcement of his sudden passing was made November 12 by his family in conjunction with
CBT. Muth is pictured here with his wife, Cathy, and his three children: John (wife Angela), Emily
(fiancé Paul) and Hilary. The Trust was expected to make a full statement early this week.

Slocan Valley Wildfire Protection
Plan gets support from the province
submitted
The Slocan Integral Forestry Cooperative (SIFCo) continues to work for
wildfire protection for the Slocan Valley,
an issue that is becoming increasingly
urgent with climate change. After
helping to secure $430,000 earlier this
fall for forest fuel management around
New Denver, SIFCo just received
confirmation that the Province is
supporting its Slocan Valley Landscape
Level Wildfire Protection Plan with a
commitment of $425,000.
The funding was received from
the newly formed Forest Enhancement
Society of BC (FESBC) which aims to
advance environmental and resource
stewardship of forests.
This FESBC funding is for the first
year of a five-year plan released by
SIFCo in June of this year.
“Over the last eight years we have
focused on protecting villages, homes
and infrastructure,” says manager
Stephan Martineau “but all these

investments are still at risk if we do not
implement a landscape-level wildfire
protection plan. The Province and
FESBC recognize the need to manage
forest fuels at a landscape level, because
this type of work will reduce the chances
of a catastrophic event such as the Fort
McMurray fire of spring 2016.”
The Strategic Wildfire protection
plan for the Slocan Valley is the first of
its kind done by a tenure holder.
“We hope that lessons learned with
this pilot project will help others in the
province, and that working together we
will continue to make BC more prepared
when it come to wildfires.”
Funds will go toward fuel
management on more than 100 hectares
of land as well as ecosystem restoration
in selected areas. Two public meetings
are planned for mid-December to share
the overall plan with residents: December
13 at the Winlaw Hall and December 14
at the Knox Hall in New Denver. Both
meetings start at 7 pm.

Post treatment look of the forest near the cemetery in New Denver. SIFCo treated this area in 2010-11.
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IH wants regional hospital district to pay more for Trail hospital upgrades
by Katrine Campbell
Interior Health has broken with
tradition by asking the regional hospital
district to pay the whole $16.6 million
estimated cost for the first phase of
upgrades and renovations at the Trail
hospital. The West Kootenay Boundary
Regional Health District board typically
pays for 40% of the cost of approved
projects, while the remaining 60% is
funded by the provincial government
or through donations provided by local
hospital foundations.
Board Chair Marguerite Rotvold
says the board hasn’t made a decision,
but will at its November 23 meeting.
The board may approve the request to
pay for 100% of phase one, but it would
want this cost to count towards its 40%
share of the whole three-phase project.

A letter from Donna Lommer, IH’s
CFO and vice-president of Support
Services, says “we are interested
in looking at innovative ideas and
exploring new partnering options with
you that extend beyond our historical
relationship.”
At the suggestion of the Ministry
of Health, the hospital district executive
invited MLAs Michelle Mungall
(Nelson-Creston) and Katrine Conroy
(Kootenay West) for a tour of the
hospital November 15 so they could see
for themselves the current conditions
and the upgrades needed. MLA Linda
Larson (Boundary-Similkameen) was
also invited, but was not available for
that day. The MLAs will tour the whole
facility so they understand which phases
cover which areas.

“We’re asking them to lobby on our
behalf for support from Treasury Board
and the Ministry of Health on the whole
project. If they guarantee they would
fund phase two and three, we’ll do phase
one,” Rotvold said.
If the board decides to grant IH’s
request, that doesn’t mean it will draw
down its reserves, currently sitting at
approximately $11 million.
“We would not use all of our
reserve funds,” said Rotvold. “We
would probably borrow… interest rates
are low and it would be best to use some
reserve funds and borrow the rest. We’re
getting info for the next meeting so the
board can make a decision.”
The planned work to be done at the
hospital includes: Phase One, emergency
department redesign and expansion,

by Art Joyce
The ferry terminal that has been
located at Balfour on the West Arm of
Kootenay Lake since 1947 will not be
moved to Queens Bay. The Ministry of
Transportation and Infrastructure made
this announcement on November 3.
More than 2,600 people sent
emails, letters and postcards to the
provincial government during the public
consultation period held between June
15 and October 6. This was bolstered
by a petition with over 7,000 signatures
in favour of keeping the terminal where
it is. A group known as Choose Balfour
was at the heart of the campaign. Over
300 people attended the open house at
Redfish Elementary school on June 15,
drawing residents and business owners
from around Kootenay Lake.
“We presented options to the
community, and residents of Balfour and
the Queens Bay area overwhelmingly
supported the terminal remaining in its
present location,” said Transportation and
Infrastructure Minister Todd Stone. “We
know there are challenges with keeping
the terminal at Balfour. However, as a
result of what we heard, we will focus on

doing the technical analysis and work to
retain the terminal at Balfour, including
the potential dredging of the West Arm.”
The government had proposed
moving the terminal to Queens Bay to
resolve problems posed by the narrow
outlet to the main lake, including the
shallow lakebed at that point on the West
Arm. According to the ministry, safety
improvements may have to be made
at the terminal to eliminate conflicts
between highway and ferry traffic, and
the aging MV Balfour will have to be
replaced.
But Balfour area residents saw the
potential move as disastrous. According
to the Choose Balfour website: “Moving
the ferry terminal out of Balfour would
devastate the social and cultural
community of Balfour. It would ruin
local businesses with a likely loss of
over 60 jobs and cause an annual loss
of over $7 million in economic activity,
plus loss of tax revenue.” The group says
these impacts were not considered in
the original ministry study. The website
also noted the negative environmental
impacts on Queens Bay, including a
permanent alteration of fish habitat and

submitted
A popular biking trail network at the
Regional District of Central Kootenay’s
Morning Mountain Regional Park in
Blewett is connecting users to The
Great Trail (formerly the Trans Canada
Trail or TCT), thanks to a multi-agency
partnership.
Representatives from the RDCK,
TCT, Columbia Basin Trust, Recreation
Sites and Trails BC, the Nelson Cycling
Club and Teck Metals Ltd. attended a
ribbon- cutting ceremony at the park on
November 8 to celebrate the endeavour.
“The connectivity of this project
is outstanding,” said Ramona Faust,
chair of the RDCK’s Nelson, Salmo,
Areas E, F and G Parks Commission,
referring not only to the trail itself, but
to the collaboration of the many sponsors
and organizations. Formerly a ski hill,
Morning Mountain’s use shifted when
the lodge was destroyed by a fire in
1999. Thanks to the vision of the Nelson
Cycling Club, the area has evolved into a
world-class mountain biking destination
and hosts the Fat Tire Festival every year.
From May to November of this year,
nearly 14,000 users enjoyed the site.
The club started construction of the

trail network four years ago with the
$30,000 in insurance money the RDCK
received when the lodge burned down,
as well as seed money from Recreation
Sites and Trails BC. Rec Sites and Trails
staff also provided necessary approvals,
support and signage.
A key supporter in the development
of the trails is Columbia Basin Trust,
which has provided more than $74,000
to the Morning Mountain project.
“The Great Trail is such a big,
worthwhile and long term project, yet its
roots are in the work of local biking clubs
and volunteers,” said Kelvin Saldern,
Manager of Community Relationships
with the Trust. “Congratulations
to all those who supported the trail
development and worked hard on
building the trail. We’re happy to see it
adding to the outdoor amenities that keep
people in the West Kootenay active and
outdoors.”
Sarah Meunier, BC Trail Coordinator
of TCT said that the project’s success is
largely due to the generous support of
Teck Metals Ltd., which donated $1
million to connect the trail through the
Kootenays. TCT contributed $62,700 to
the Morning Mountain Project.

the riparian area. Concern was expressed
that the dredging of the bay and “90,000
metres of sediment” would affect water
quality, as Balfour gets drinking water
from Queens Bay.
The website post by the Choose
Balfour coalition in response to the
announcement was ecstatic, and thanked
a long list of dedicated volunteers and
political advocates, including regional
director Ramona Faust and MLA
Michelle Mungall. The coalition was
composed of the Kootenay Lake Ferry
Landing Partnership, Queens Bay
Residents Association and the Balfour
Ferry Business Coalition.
“It is our hope the government will
continue consultation with the Balfour
community regarding the landing as a
multipurpose facility. We are also hoping
to see a new energy efficient (electric)
ferry. A huge amount of gratitude to all
who put in their efforts. There was an
outpouring of support and work by so
many. Thank you!”
Ferry service on Kootenay Lake
currently operates between Balfour on
the west side and Kootenay Bay on the
east side. The distance is about nine
kilometres, with a crossing time of about
35 minutes. The MV Osprey provides
year round service with the MV Balfour
supplementing summer service. The
Government of British Columbia invests
approximately $29 million annually into
the operation of its 14 inland ferry routes.

Balfour ferry terminal campaign a success

Trail links RDCK to Canada

Silverton
Social Drop In
Program
Silverton
Memorial Hall
Every Tuesday and
Thursday 10:00 am
- 2:00 pm
Socializing, Workshops
and Outings
Lunch served every
Thursday
Program is open to
everyone over 50.

including electrical transformer upgrade;
Phase Two, ambulatory care and
pharmacy renovation; and Phase Three,
facility infrastructure upgrades.
Asked for a comment about Interior
Health’s dealings with the WKBRHD
board, Rotvold said, “It’s a challenge.
I’ve dealt with IH for six years or more
and communications are not always the
best. They are improving but it takes
time.
“IH is IH and you have to work with
them; that’s the process we’re trying to
do, to improve the working relationship.”
She cited IH’s approval for the
board’s priority, upgrades at Arrow
Lakes Hospital in Nakusp, as evidence
things are improving.
New Denver Councillor Henning
von Krogh, the Village’s rep on the
board, is slightly less optimistic. He has
been expressing frustration with IH for
some time, for not sharing its plans. At
the November 8 council meeting, he said
“IH either has a plan and is not telling us,
or is working on it. We’re trying to get a
commitment from them that taxpayers
will be protected” from a tax hike to pay
an increased share of the cost. “They
vehemently deny they have a five-year
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plan, and say they fund year-to-year, but
they should have an overall plan.”
Mayor Ann Bunka commented that
“Interior Health runs like a business,
but it wants to be treated like a society.”

Our valley’s green
grocer since 1990

• Fresh
• Organic
• Wholesome
1290 Hwy #6
Crescent Valley
250-359-7323
Open daily (Closed X’mas
& New Year’s day)

ARROW & SLOCAN LAKES COMMUNITY SERVICES
STOPPING THE VIOLENCE WOMEN’S COUNSELLOR
Job Summary: Develop and implement individual and/or group counselling
for women who have experienced sexual assault, violence/abuse in relationships or childhood abuse.
Typical duties and responsibilities:
• Initially work with women to identify the circumstances that have led them
to seek or be referred to the Services, including mutually identifying the goals
of counselling and the available service options;
• Use an individual approach and /or a group approach, based on the needs
of individual women;
• When considered appropriate and when there is mutual agreement between
women and the STV counsellor, the STV counsellor may refer women to
other related services, including clinical treatment;
• Liaise with and make referrals to other local agencies providing related
services, such as transition houses, victim assistance programs, alcohol
and drug programs and mental health services;
• Maintain records containing at a minimum, women’s basic assessment
information notes, relevant session notes, termination summary notes and
other data that may be specified by the Province;
• Provide additional information, when requested by the Province; and provide
the services for 26 hrs/week.
Education, Training and Experience:
• Degree/Diploma in Social Work, counselling or a related discipline.
• Extensive work-related experience under qualified supervision and experience with direct program delivery in the Social Service Sector.
Skills and Abilities:
• Have knowledge and be skilled in feminist counselling and counselling
supervision practices;
• Experience counselling women who have experienced violence and trauma;.
• Good verbal and written communication skills; ability to remain calm in
stressful situations; good organization, time and general management skills;
ability to work independently and to work effectively with other program staff,
therapists, social workers and other service providers in the community.
Submit cover letter and resume by November 18, 2016 to:
ASLCS - Human Resources
PO Box 100, Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0
Email: hiring@aslcs.com Fax: 250-265-3378
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The good news
of climate action
economics

The Paris Agreement on
climate change garnered enough
signatories, and went into force
Friday. Economists see it as a
framework for cooperation among
countries; those not pulling their
weight may suffer penalties such as
trade sanctions. Meanwhile, some
astute multinational corporations are
already seeing the positive economic
benefits of climate action.
L’Oréal, a leading beauty
c o m p a n y, r e d u c e d i t s C O 2
emissions by 56% 2005-2015,
while experiencing a 26% increase
in production. They had an
ambitious strategy of improving
energy efficiency across facilities,
increasing the use of renewable
energy, and developing low carbon
innovations.
AstraZeneca, a multinational
pharmaceutical company, anticipates
an increase in future profits while
committing to source 100%
renewable power by 2025 and
establishing the natural resources
capital fund.
These and many other corporate
examples fly in the face of the
‘merchants of doubt,’ the glib and
seasoned marketers who profit from
the idea that climate change is a
hoax and would have us believe that
there is no benefit to a carbon-free
economy.
Public opinion about offsetting
the effects of global warming would
be strengthened if we heard more
stories about the economic benefits
of climate action.
Carole Summer
Kaslo

400% tax increase
to credit unions
For over 40 years, credit unions
in BC have been taxed at a small
business rate – a rate that was

“intended to offset the inability
of credit unions to obtain equity
financing in capital markets” (Tyee,
July 11, 2016). I was alarmed to
read that the BC government is now
allowing the phase-out of this rate
and is increasing credit union taxes
by 400% over four years. It will
go from 2.5% at present to 11% by
2020. This may threaten the viability
of some of our local branches in the
West Kootenay. Some speculate that
it’s the government’s way of forcing
‘consolidation’ on this sector, but
whatever the reason, it flies in the
face of the BC government’s claim
that they care about jobs and services
in rural BC.
In Kaslo, our credit union –
Kootenay Savings – is imbedded in
our local community, provides great
services along with very competitive
rates, and is one of the main
economic pillars of our community.
Imagine that if it closed, citizens and
businesses would need to make the
hour-long trek to Nelson just to do
their banking; jobs would be lost and
Kaslo would be diminished in terms
of encouraging new businesses and
tourism here.
If the BC government wishes to
walk the talk, they should support the
credit unions in acknowledgement of
the important services they provide
to our rural communities. Perhaps
this move has been in response to
the heavy lobbying of the ‘Big Five’
banks who would probably like
nothing better than for these financial
alternatives to disappear?
Lorraine Symmes
Kaslo/Woodbury

Silverton
internet

Silverton presently has three
internet providers. They are Red
Mountain Internet Society, Columbia
Wireless, and TELUS Mobility.
Columbia Wireless provides the
best value for the money and
most residents of Silverton can
access this service, which is funded

EDITORIAL / LETTERS POLICY

The Valley Voice welcomes letters to the editor and community news
articles from our readers. Letters and articles should be no longer than
500 words and may be edited. We reserve the right to reject any submitted
material. Please mark your letter “LETTER TO THE EDITOR.” Include
your address and daytime phone number for verification purposes.
We will not knowingly publish any letter that is defamatory or libelous.
We will not publish anonymous letters or letters signed with pseudonyms,
except in extraordinary circumstances.
Opinions expressed in published letters are those of the author and not
necessarily those of the Valley Voice.
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Call us about our Fall Special,
it’s one Smokin’ hot deal!

430 Front Street, Kaslo, BC
250-353-7714

The Ingrid Rice cartoon is a satirical look at current events in politics and is sponsored by the Kaslo Hotel. The Hotel does not necessarily share the political views of the artist.

mostly privately. TELUS Mobility
is an option for some, available
through your smart phone or other
wireless device, but the cost is more
expensive. Red Mountain Internet
has limited bandwidth, outdated
equipment, and a declining client
base. Red Mountain Internet serves
a lot of people from Red Mountain,
Rosebery and Hills but I don’t
believe the Village of Silverton
should take it over, as it is not
an essential service needed by
the people of Silverton. We have
the other two service providers as
options. All of the Red Mountain
Internet Society’s infrastructure
is located outside the village and
therefore should be managed by
someone other than the Village
of Silverton. We don’t need local
governments providing services
that the private sector provides with
good service and value. Perhaps the
Village of Silverton should look into
a broadband project like the Village
of Kaslo has implemented in their
downtown core with fibre optic
service. It would be a much more
beneficial project that would make
it more viable for internet-based
businesses to set up in Silverton.
Has Red Mountain Internet Society
asked Columbia Wireless to take
them over?
Tim McCrory
Silverton

Jumbo’s current
condition

The following is based on recent
information from my government
contact person in the Mountain Resorts
Branch of the Ministry of Forests,
Lands and Natural Resource Operations.
The Mountain Resorts Branch (MRB)
did receive a new plan for a smaller
Jumbo Glacier Resort (JGR) from the
proponent, Oberto Oberti. However, it
was not complete and not accepted for a
formal review. It did not meet provincial
requirements nor was it consistent with
the MRB requirements.
Because there is no timeline to the
JGR proposal, the Master Development
Agreement with its complex structure is
still in place (no doubt eagerly awaiting
Mr. O.O.’s next attempt at resorting in
Jumbo). As well, the Jumbo Glacier
Mountain Resort Municipal councillors
are working diligently with many knotty
requirements representing that bustling
urban sprawl, and, of course, are happy
to receive their regular pay cheques as
well as government’s annual dole to
urban communities.
The Judicial Review appeals are
proceeding by: the Ktunaxa Nation,
which asserts that the proposed resort
will jeopardize their sacred Quat’Muk;
and the West Kootenay EcoSociety,
which contends that the creation of
the Jumbo Glacier Mountain Resort
Municipality is a sham; and, Oberto

Oberti, who insists that the proposed
J.G.R. did make a substantial start, taking
every opportunity to talk of how much
time and money has been spent while
jumping through the many required
hoops.
As far as work at the proposed
resort site is concerned – there was
none this season. However, next season
the Environmental Assessment Office
plans to send a compliance person to
see how the unsubstantially started
concrete foundation slabs and capped
well are doing.
Eco-Justice contends that the
‘no substantial start’ decision means
the proponent’s existing paperwork
should no longer be relevant to any new
proposal.
And since I’ve had no reports that
the fat grizzly is singing, it’s safe to say
that Jumbo is in good condition.
Please write a letter to Minister of
Environment Mary Polak, thanking her
for helping to keep Jumbo Wild, and
reiterating that while the moose count is
down in the Kootenays and grizzly bear
habitat is shrinking, grizzly bears and
moose are thriving in the Jumbo Valley
environs, as are all wild fauna and flora.
Email: env.minister@gov.bc.ca; Mary
Polak, Minister of Environment, P.O.
Box 9077, Stn Prov Gov, Victoria, BC,
V8W 9E2.
Rowena Eloise
Argenta, for the West Kootenay
Coalition for Jumbo Wild

Box 70, New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
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Open letter to
Prime Minister
Trudeau and
Premier Clarke

I write to respectfully advise that
when you both congratulate President
Elect Donald Trump on his successful
bid to become one of the key leaders
in the world, you do not speak for me.
Each Remembrance Day, I remind
myself that half my father’s high school
classmates were injured or died so
that I and others could be free and
equal. I watched two of them take 20
years to die from war and internment
wounds and have an older cousin who
never knew his father, who died in the
Battle of Britain. I therefore cannot
extend any kind of congratulations
to a soon to be global political leader
who has extolled the virtues of groping
a woman’s genitals, and ask every
British Columbian and Canadian man
(and yourselves) to consider how long
a female political leader would be
found acceptable if she extolled the
virtues of groping men by their genitals
and pulling on their penises against
their will?
Further, as a small child I was
told by an older uncle that my entire
family had been placed on a death
list (my last name is Shadrack) for
purposes of extermination should
the Nazis have successfully invaded
England. Knowing that 50 million
people eventually died during the
struggle to end what started out as a
simple acquiescence to a country’s
leader who believed in categorizing
people by reason of their religion or
race or country of origin, but who
ended up systematically exterminating
millions, I cannot accept as legitimate
any leader who uses race, religion and
country of origin as the basis for how
we will treat each other and behave
towards each other.
This is the 21st century, and
through the United Nations Charter
and other UN agreements, we are
agreed that we are all equal now. Too
many people have fought and died for
those principles for me to turn a blind
eye and look the other way. So I will
simply ask who will join with me in
standing alongside women, persons
of colour, disability, those of different
race, religion, sexual orientation, etc.
to ensure we do not go back down that
path again?
Andy Shadrack
Kaslo

Fear of nuclear II

In the YouTube video, How
fear of nuclear power is hurting the
environment, Michael Shellenberger
says that the percentage of clean (no
CO2) energy is declining. Michael
said that this percentage drop of 5% is
equal, worldwide, to 60 Diablo Canyon
nuclear plants or 900 Topaz solar farms.
So I would like to know how many
nuclear plants or solar farms it would
take to raise this amount from 31%
to 100% and what would be the cost
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difference between these two. What
is unknown is how much the demand
for more energy will increase in the
meantime.
So here is a rough estimate for the
immediate requirement. Using Google,
I learned that the Topaz solar project
covered 9.5 sq. miles and cost $2.4
billion. A nuclear high pressure water
plant is estimated at $9 billion today.
To reach 100%, the number of Topazes
need to be increased from 900 to 12,600
projects and cover 119,700 sq. miles
and cost $30 trillion. Or the number of
Diablo plants need to increase from 60
to 840 and cost $7.5 trillion.
Just to get a picture, the United
States annual military budget is $1
trillion. So, worldwide, it is possible to
end the use of fossil fuels by the use of
nuclear power. It can be affordable, if
there were a worldwide determination
to do so. If the world had that kind of
determination, we could do it instead
of fighting a WWIII, which seems to
be threatening.
It must be remembered that there
is two million times the energy from a
ton of uranium than from a ton of coal
or oil. That is enough energy to make
it possible to manufacture gasoline or
diesel from CO2 and reverse the CO2
in the atmosphere and ocean. We have
the technology to do this.
Michael Shellenberger said that
he and his colleagues went to China to
see how they are progressing with their
nuclear program. China has announced
a new pebble bed reactor that they will
be running by next fall. They hope to
be selling nuclear plants on the world
market in the future. They also are
working on thorium reactors and hope
to have them on the market by 2040.
Michael asked if they could speed that
up by 10 years. They replied by asking
him if he would buy a car that was a
new model, but untested.
Frank Nixon
Winlaw

Standing Rock
fundraiser

A recent fundraiser for Standing
Rock was held in Nelson and advertised
as being hosted by the Sinixt. After
the event, several members from the
community approached me, stating that
they had attended expecting to hear a
Sinixt perspective on this issue. They
were confused by the lack of a Sinixt
presence at the event. They also asked
where the funds that were raised were
going. I told those who asked that I had
not been asked or invited to the event
by the organizers. I was not involved
in the organizing of the event and am
not accountable for the funds raised.
For the record, I want to state that
I fully support the actions at Standing
Rock and the protection of water.
I also want to state for the record
that I have no problem whatsoever
with anyone fundraising and sending
financial donations to Standing Rock.
I have a huge problem with
appropriation of any kind. If community
members want to hold a fundraiser,
why can’t they, as settlers, support an

action at Standing Rock by Indians?
Are only Indians allowed to openly
support and host events for Indians?
From all accounts, it has been the open
support of settlers at Standing Rock
that, in my opinion as an Indian, has
dampened the savagery by police and
militia security directed toward the
Indians actively protecting their water,
lands and sacred sites.
Decolonization is a commitment
by all of us to actively pursue better
relations. Sometimes that means as
an ethnic we have to say, ‘Stop that
behaviour!’ It matters not your motives
and intention… don’t do that! Don’t
hide behind brown skirts (skins) for
ANY reason. Such behaviour is pure
and simple appropriation of the most
insidious kind, settler over Indian.
As an Indian and as the matriarch
representing smum iem in Sinixt
unceded territory, I can state from
experience that we have suffered settler
good intentions to our fill. STOP the
appropriation. Stand next to us and use
everything in your power to stand for
the reversal of the declared extinction
of the Sinixt in Canada.
If you as a settler want to support
Indians anywhere, please do so as
a settler supporting Indians. If you
want, ask, and I will support you
supporting Indians. If you as a settler
witness or attend something that feels
questionable to you... please... ask
the questions of those bringing those
questions to your mind. To those
who held this event, it isn’t the first
time you have inserted yourselves in
questionable colonial behaviour and
I am asking you to stop that particular
behaviour. As settlers, you are not the
ones to choose who the right or wrong
Indians are. Stop it NOW!
Marilyn James
Slocan Valley

Kaslo sewergate

When the Specified Sewer Area
Utility infrastructure was being
promoted in the mid ’90s for the
waterfront in Kaslo, the politicians
promised that property owners outside
of that specified area would not have
to pay for any costs associated with
it. Now it appears that the politicians
have not only broken those promises
but are contemplating further increases
to our taxes of $300 a year. The original
design was to allow for development
along the waterfront but with empty
townhouses and condominiums there,
that hasn’t happened.
At a public meeting on June 23,
Village CAO Neil Smith said that
Upper Kaslo won’t see the sewer for
at least 30 years, so why is this council
pushing so hard to raise our taxes when
we don’t have the tax base to support it?
At the regular council meeting
of October 25, the council took the
unprecedented action of going into an
in camera session (closed to public)
for an hour and five minutes, then
return to rescind a motion for a grant
application to expand the sewer area
with a municipal contribution of up to
$200,000. Then they promptly brought
three more motions out of in camera –

to apply for a grant for urgent repairs
to the sewer treatment plant and to get
it ready to take on Lower Kaslo in the
future, with a municipal contribution
of up to $150,000 (not $200,000 like in
the original motion). They said $50,000
of the Village contribution would come
from the operational surplus from the
sewer utility and $50,000 would come
from the general accumulated surplus,
and the final $50,000, if needed, would
come from borrowing. I think they
rescinded the original motion because
they were spooked after I sent a letter
in which I stated that I don’t think they
are allowed to use taxpayers’ money
from outside the specified area, as it
is a utility.
So is it unreasonable to think that
the council has ulterior motives after
several delays and a statement (inferred
in the original motion) that the sewer
is not a utility?
Well, after looking at the village
water system map to confirm that a
water line is on the road next to the
former Scout Hall site, I think the real
reason the building was demolished
was to make way for a sewer line. A
letter dated October 28, 2015 from
Smith seems to confirm my suspicion
as he says the reason the former Scout
Hall was being demolished is that most
of it is located on that road.
Now, depending on who you talk
to, the sewer treatment plant needs to
be completely rebuilt, moved to a new
location, or just fixed up. But when I
look at the cost over-runs on the fire
hall and public washrooms, I would not
trust this council to do anything but the
minimum required.
All they seem to be good at is
spending our money and when they
need more, they raise taxes. But, unlike
us, they don’t have to figure out how to
earn it to pay for their dreams.
Patrick Mackle
Kaslo

Sustainable
development
input to federal
Ministry of
Environment

In the summer of 1986, myself
and a small group of West Kootenay
concerned citizens peacefully stopped
the BC NDP and Kootenay Lake (6
Mile office) Ministry of Forestry from
an experimental aerial spraying of
agent orange or 2, 4-D as a broad leaf
supressant to release small planted
conifers on clearcuts above the
Meadow Creek Spawning Channel in
the domestic watershed of the small
community of Meadow Creek. It
turned out to be, we were informed
by our Conservative MP at the time,
a continuation of a US-based military
experiment that was started before
Vietnam War in Cagetown, Nova
Scotia.
BC’s NDP and Forestry Ministry
needed a cheap way to catch up on the
huge backlog of unplanted clearcuts.
These unsustainable industrial logging

practices filled timber barons and
bankers’ pockets with loot and started
the massive extinction of caribou,
grizzly, wolverine and basically every
wide-ranging species in North America.
Quite an accomplishment really. Not
the power of love but the power of
greed. The question you folks need
to ask is how long can we sustain this
greed?
There is now a mad rush by BC
Ministry of Forests and huge logging
companies (banks) to get ahead of what
appears to be a real carbon tax at some
point. For example, over the next few
years, something like 400,000 truck
loads will be clearcut from the west
side of Duncan Lake (north of Kaslo).
This is the southernmost largest intact
tract of what has become known as the
‘inland temperate rainforest’ on planet
earth. This unroaded area sequesters
huge deposits of carbon in the deep soils
of the old growth/ancient red cedar/
hemlock.
This area, if properly managed,
would offer long-term sustainable
economic benefits for local communities
like Kaslo, Meadow/ Cooper Creek,
Argenta as a source of timber for valueadded forest products and limitless
revenues for old-growth tourism. As it
currently stands, there are no longer any
mills in the north of the West Kootenay.
Two decades ago, there were dozens.
What happened? Why are we exporting
this resource so quickly? Why are we
destroying tourism possibilities and
so blatantly willing the extinction of
mountain caribou, grizzly and other
near extinct species?
I would like to see federal
environmental experts begin to turn
around your obvious efforts to cause the
extinction of species, and turn toward
what will help our future generation
enjoy the diversity that the baby
boomers have exploited.
You could begin by helping us
here in the North Kootenay Lake
area to work with timber companies
(banks) and the Forest Ministry to
create a process where we would have
input into the plan for 400,000 logging
trucks that will rip up and increase
danger on our highways. You could
help develop a study to compare how
much safer, cheaper and cleaner (less
carbon) it would be to return to booming
timber down Kootenay Lake instead of
trucking. This same study could also
compare the cost of barging chip trucks
down Arrow Lake from Revelstoke
to the pulp mill in Castlegar vs. chip
trucks on the highways. This might
be the beginning of real sustainable
development in our area.
Be nice to hear from you on this
matter. Is it a human right to have a
future for my grandchildren?
Tom Prior
Nelson
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Cutting trees raises concern, but few show up for public meeting
by Katrine Campbell
A second round of
interface fuel treatment
will take place around New
Denver over the next two
years. At a public meeting
November 8, eight people
showed up, along with
Village council, to receive
a full explanation of the
work to be done from SIFCo
manager Stephan Martineau
and forestry supervisor Tom
Bradley.
SIFCo (the Slocan
Integrated Forestry Cooperative) will clear out
underbrush, remove some
trees, and limb the rest.
Martineau explained that
trees with a diameter less than

17.5 cm (seven inches) will
be thinned to 500 per hectare;
those over that size will be
spared, but all will have lower
limbs pruned to a height of
three metres. Those dry lower
limbs on evergreens become a
ladder for the fire to climb to
the tops. Once that happens,
you have a crown fire where
the flames leap from tree to
tree across the forest.
The wood will all be
chipped and spread in a layer
less than 10 cm deep, which
will not be a fire hazard. If the
chipper can’t reach the site,
the crew will burn the debris
in several small fires which
will be extinguished at the
end of the day.

LAKE SKI CLUB
The Nakusp Ski Club Association is
looking for a person to enter into a
contract to operate the kitchen at the
Summit Lake Ski Hill for the upcoming
ski season from December 2016 to April
2017. Interested parties are asked to
send their expression of interest and
resume to Nakusp Ski Club Association,
Box 436, Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0.

Large rotting logs will
be left in place; they are also
not a fire hazard but host
fungi, insects and other small
critters. In addition, scattered
patches of irregular shape but
about 100 square metres will
be left untouched as shelter
for small animals and deer.
Deciduous trees are left to
grow; they actually slow
down fires because they don’t
burn well.
The public meeting was
called because SIFCo’s crew
will be working around the
village for the next couple of
years, and they want people
to understand what they are
doing and why.
“We will tailor our work
to your needs,” Martineau
said. One man at the meeting
said he found the orange
tape close to his property
and was shocked by the word
“treatment” printed on it – he
thought it meant chemicals
would be sprayed. Martineau
thanked him for bringing it to
their attention, and asked for
alternate wording so the next
batch of tape would be more
reassuring.
Martineau and Bradley
also talked about the effects of
climate change and predicted
hotter and dryer weather,
bringing more fires. The
ecosystem is changing, and

different tree species are
moving in. The south Slocan
Valley is drier than the north,
and by 2030 it will boast
a climate that is “a mix of
northern Utah and Grand
Forks.”
Because of the growing
danger, SIFCo has been
working on a comprehensive
landscape-level approach
which will include all the
valley, not just the villages.
“We don’t want a Fort
McMurray type event,”
said Martineau. There will
be more presentations on
this approach, as the co-op
builds and expands on its
existing work. This includes
a computerized model of
how fires will burn. By
inputting temperature, wind,
precipitation and other data,
they can see a pattern of what
fires like to do and where
they want to go. SIFCo has
identified 15 main travel
paths for fires in the valley,
and will put fuel breaks on
these paths.
SIFCo was formed in
2007 as a community forest,
just in time for the economic
crash of ’08. After the fire

at Springer Creek, people
were concerned about logging
and fire hazards, Martineau
said, so SIFCo switched its
focus to fire prevention. It
was immediately successful
at getting grants for fuel
management, first from the
federal government and
then, when that source dried
up, from the provincial
government through the
Union of BC Municipalities
Strategic Wildfire Prevention
program.
In 2008, SIFCo started a
mapping process to review
wildfire-human interface
issues on the Slocan
Community Forest land base.
The SIFCo mapping process
outlined areas with very high
risk and consequences (226
hectares), high fire risk and
consequences (675 hectares),
moderate, moderate to low and
low risk and consequences.
The SIFCo mapping process
used a methodology that
included proximity to homes,
fuel load, forest type and
level of consequence if a fire
occurred.
In the spring of 2009, a
Wildland-Urban Interface

Wildfire Protection Program
began in a few locations
outlined in the mapping
process that had very high or
high risk and consequences
if a fire was to occur. The
project aimed at enhancing
community safety and fire
preparedness by reducing fuel
loading. Work was carried
out by a six-person crew of
displaced forest workers with
one supervisor.
2010-11: another
$247,000 was invested in
the Slocan Valley and SIFCo
treated 30 hectares within the
Village of New Denver.
2012-13: worked with
Silverton, investing $400,000
to treat 47 ha between the
village and Red Mountain.
2013-2014: worked with
Slocan, investing $295,000 to
treat 35 ha above the highway.
2015-16: Silverton again,
investing another $395,000 to
treat 39.2 ha north and east
of the village, tying in with
the 47 ha done in 2012-13
and completing a band of
protection around the entire
village.
2016-17: phase two in
New Denver starts.

by Jan McMurray
The search for Slocan
Va l l e y r e s i d e n t D a v i d
Taylor, who went missing
November 2, was suspended
on November 8 after an
extensive effort by water,
land, and air. The RCMP
is currently considering
additional resources.
Taylor was last seen on
November 2 at about 7:30 pm
in Slocan, as he was leaving
by boat with his dog to return
home to Pebble Beach on the
west side of the lake. Later
that evening, his neighbours
heard a dog barking; they

believed it was coming from
the lake. Concerned because
Taylor had not returned home,
they contacted the RCMP
around 9:45 pm. New Denver
Fire Rescue responded, and
the search began.
The next day, November
3, the 14-foot aluminum boat
and Taylor’s dog were found
beached on the west side of
the lake. The dog has been
taken in by a Slocan resident.
Emergency responders
included New Denver Fire
Rescue, Arrow Lakes Search
and Rescue, Castlegar
Search and Rescue, Nelson

Search and Rescue, RCMP
Air Services, Nelson RCMP
Inland Water Patrol, and
RCMP Underwater Recovery
Team. They used ground
searchers, boats, a helicopter,
an RCMP float plane,
SONAR, and an underwater
camera.
Taylor is 60 years old,
5’7” with thin grey hair and a
grey beard. He was reportedly
wearing grey coveralls and a
yellow jacket.
Anyone with information
is asked to call the Slocan
Lake RCMP at 250-3582222.

submitted
All seniors are invited to
kick off the holiday season at
Slocan Valley Recreation’s
34th annual Christmas Tea
on Saturday, December 3.
This popular, free, fun-filled
event runs from 1 to 3 pm at
Slocan Park Hall, and seniors
throughout the region are
invited to attend and spend
the afternoon getting into the
Christmas spirit.
Enjoy yummy food, terrific
draw prizes and the company
of friends. This year’s lineup
of entertainment includes the
Vallican Whole Community
Choir as well as favourite local
musicians Two for the Trippin’.

This event is made possible
with the generous sponsorship
of many local businesses as well
as a great crew of volunteers.
A free bus, provided through
the support of the RDCK, is

available to pick you up at your
door in Castlegar, so call today
to reserve your seat. For more
information or to reserve your
seat on the bus call Slocan Valley
Recreation at 250-226-0008.

Search for Slocan Valley man suspended

Christmas Tea for Seniors coming up, December 3

Advertise in the
Valley Voice
It pays!!!

• Call 358-7218 for details •
email: valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

Former Nelson city councillor Donna Macdonald read from her book Surviving City Hall on
November 6 at the Slocan Community Library. Madeleine Perriere, Slocan’s former mayor
and current councillor, introduced Donna. The library was packed and the audience, which
included Mayor Jessica Lunn and several active Valley residents, was attentive.
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Batik art on auction to help refugee family
submitted
The Slocan Valley Refugee
Coalition is holding a silent auction
of Indonesian fine art batik as a
fundraiser for the family they have
sponsored. The auction is hosted
online at slocanvalleyrefugees.org.
The final day of the online auction
is Saturday December 3, when
the auction moves to the Silverton
Christmas Market. All works will be
on display in the balcony of Silverton
Hall and bidding will be accepted in
person that day.
The batiks were donated by Bill
Finley, and along with a few other
privately donated batiks, prints and
paintings, comprise the SVRC’s
auction offerings.

In July the SVRC was matched
with a Somali family whose arrival
they are now awaiting. The visa
office is in its last stage with the
Abukars’ paperwork, and the
coalition hopes they will arrive soon.
The Abukar children have now “met”
their classmates at Lucerne School
through exchanges of emails and
videos, and excitement is building
on both sides.
The SVRC will be putting money
raised from the silent auction towards
a travel fund for the family. With the
exception of the special initiative for
Syrian refugees in early 2016, the
Canadian government requires all
refugees to repay, with interest, the
cost of their transportation to Canada.

Advocates for refugees believe
that starting life in Canada with no
personal resources and a significant
debt load undermines refugees’
ability to integrate and contribute to
their full potential in their new home.
Refugees often have to postpone
educational upgrading or forego ESL
classes in order to work long hours to
repay the loans, and this can set back
their long-term integration and selfsufficiency. With six children under
their care, the Abukars will have
especially high travel costs.
The Slocan Valley Refugee
Coalition took shape almost a year
ago with the aim of sponsoring a
family with children to come to New
Denver and spend at least their first

Whole to hold info session on Site C dam
by Katrine Campbell
A ‘Feast for the Peace’ will be
the first in a series of information
sessions about various issues of
interest to valley residents, hosted
by RARTS at the Vallican Whole.
If you’re interested in hearing
more about the Site C dam, from
both sides of the controversy, go
to the Whole at noon on Sunday,
November 20. Take a bag lunch;
admission is $2 and includes a bowl
of Gary Yakimchuk’s ‘famous’
squash and apple soup.
The event is being organized by
Moe Lyons. As a non-profit, RARTS
(Rural Alternatives Research and
Training Society) can’t take sides
on the issue, so Lyons volunteered
to make a serious effort to find
someone to speak in favour of the
dam. As of November 11, she was
still looking.
“I talked to a guy who works in
power distribution and generation
and asked who might speak in

favour. He said no one – only the
government thinks it’s a good idea
and is in favour of it. I didn’t totally
believe that so I went looking. The
provincial Chamber of Commerce…
said cheap power is good, but the
Chamber in Fort St John won’t
endorse the project because some
of its members don’t think it’s a
good idea.”
The Site C dam will be built
on the Peace River, close to Fort
St. John in northeastern BC. Work
has already started despite the
many protests from ranchers and
farmers, environmentalists and First
Nations, scientists and concerned
citizens. The Peace region is
largely agricultural. Lyons quotes
agronomist Wendy Holm as saying
the region could produce enough
food to feed one million people
per year.
“I declare my bias,” Lyons
says. “I support First Nations, and
I’m involved in food issues. I asked

myself, ‘am I just knee-jerk coming
down on that side of things?’ So I
hauled out my inner journalist and
tried for objectivity, to try to find a
balanced perspective.
“I’m having a really hard time
finding support” for the dam. “In
doing all the research I thought I’d
come out with a balanced perspective
but all the information is negative.”
“I want to offer not only the antiSite C presentation that this event
usually is, but also to dig up the
information for Site C and put it on
the table as well, so that it becomes
a fully fleshed discussion of the
project. I want to put both sides of
the argument forward as well as I
can so people are making up their
own minds.”
Lyons invites everyone to attend,
and promises civility during the
discussion.
• The next session at the Whole
will be on December 2. The topic is
‘cannabis.’

submitted
T h e Va l l i c a n W h o l e
Community Centre invites you
to an evening with Jim Leslie,
cannabis educator and director
of The Kootenays Medicine Tree
cannabis dispensary. ‘Cannabis:
Science and Local Economic
Development’ will take place at
6:30 pm on Friday, December 2.
“We think that many people
in the Slocan Valley will find
this presentation interesting
and informative,” says Gary
Yakimchuk, who is hosting the
evening on behalf of the Rural
Alternative Research and Training
Society, mother organization of
the Whole. “Everyone knows
the Valley’s reputation as being
part of the cannabis underground
economy. It just makes sense to
talk about what happens now that it
is about to become aboveground.”
Jim Leslie has been a cannabis
activist and patient for 16 years.
He spent 15 months in Vancouver
where he managed and directed
two successful medicinal cannabis
dispensaries in which he oversaw
member product selection and
cannabis dose advice, public/
media relations, new member
intake and orientation, product

sampling and testing, new product
development, and Cannabinoid
Education Seminars (The
Canadian Silver Tour). He now
is a director at The Kootenays
Medicine Tree dispensaries,
located in Grand Forks and
Nelson.
Leslie holds a Bachelor’s
degree in Criminal Justice from
the University of the Fraser Valley
and retired from the position of
Border Service Officer with the
Canada Border Services Agency
in June 2011. He holds long-term
membership in Law Enforcement
Against Prohibition (www.leap.
cc) and Stop the Violence BC
(stoptheviolence.org) and has
been active in drug policy reform
efforts since 1998.
Although he has no formal
medical training, he is a medical
cannabis patient himself and has
spent the last 17 years reading
every case history, scientific study
and publication on the medical
use of cannabinoids that he could
get his hands on. In conjunction
with his dispensary experience
in assisting nearly 2,500 medical
cannabis patients access a large
variety of cannabis products for
medical use and his close working

relationship with noted analysis
and dose experts like Dr. Paul
Hornby, Leslie is well qualified to
dispense advice in relation to how
to achieve the best therapeutic
effect from currently available
medicinal cannabis and medicinal
cannabis products.
Admission is by donation. The
Whole’s address is 3762 Little
Slocan S. Rd. For more information
go to www.vallicanwhole.com or
FB/thewhole.

Cannabis presentation at the Vallican Whole

Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work,
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal
WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS

359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539
3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN
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year in Canada experiencing the
warmth, safety and supportiveness
that a small community like ours
can so capably provide. Donations
from those in the area, both financial
and in terms of time and goods, have
been generous.
During the 1980s, former New
Denverite Bill Finley and his wife
Dot operated Cinta Batik Gallery.
They travelled annually to Java,
Indonesia to procure batiks from a
dozen highly-regarded batik artists.
Dot, an artist herself, studied batik
with these masters. Batik is a waxresist dyeing technique done on
pieces of cloth, where the image is
layered up progressively from light
areas to darker.

It has been a traditional form of
folk art in Indonesia for hundreds
of years, but since the middle of
the twentieth century many talented
professional artists in southeast
Asia have adopted it as their
medium of choice for abstract and
representational fine art. After Dot
Finley’s untimely death from cancer
in 1994, Cinta Batik closed and a
number of the remaining works were
donated by Bill for the benefit of
community organizations.

WANTED
TO BUY:

BOOTS is a really handsome cat, and he’s very
sweet. He’s available
immediately to a loving and kind home.
Call PALS at 250-265-3792 for more
information, or to ask about our other
adult cats available for adoption.
PALS presents the CREATIVE
HANDS CRAFT FAIR Saturday,
November 26th at the Nakusp
Arena Auditorium from 10:00-4:00.
WEEKLY SPONSOR:

CEDAR AND
PINE POLES
Brian Major
• 250-938-3900

Please contact:
Gormans Pole Division

250-547-9296

Nakusp
(250) 265-3635 www.selkirkrealty.com

SUMMIT LAKE SKI AREA
www.skisummitlake.com

2016-2017 EARLY BIRD RATES
EARLY BIRD RATES AVAILABLE UNTIL
DECEMBER 1, 2016

      		

Reg. price Early Bird SEASON PASSES AVAILABLE
Adults (19 yrs+)
$305.00 $250.00
AT THE PALS CRAFT FAIR
Students (13-18)       $245.00 $205.00
(ARENA
CONCESSION AREA)
Child (6-12 )            $170.00 $140.00
ON
NOVEMBER
26TH
Senior (60-65)         $170.00 $140.00
FROM
10:00
AM
1:00
PM
Over 65		
$50.00 $50.00
X-Country/Snowshoe $30.00 $30.00
EARLY BIRD TICKETS CAN
Family Rates (must include at least 1 Adult)
ALSO BE PURCHASED AT
1 Adult                   $305.00 $240.00
SHON’S BIKE & SKI,
2 Adults                  $535.00 $450.00
409 BROADWAY ST.
Students                   $200.00 $175.00
CASH & CHEQUES ONLY
Child                        $140.00 $120.00
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New Denver council, November 8: Slocan Lake planning forum to happen in February
by Katrine Campbell
• Mayor Ann Bunka will attend
a one-day strategy meeting for the
Slocan Lake watershed, hosted
by the Slocan Lake Stewardship
Society. The February event, the
Slocan Lake Ecosystem Science
and Conservation Planning Forum,
“will provide a setting for science
experts, local government, and land
and water stewards and managers
to think systematically about the
future” of the lake’s ecosystem.
The full-day event will include
presentations, small group strategy
sessions, full group discussions and
priority setting, facilitated by the
Kootenay Conservation Program.
Bunka invited interested councillors
to join her.
• Councillor Nadine Raynolds
attended Harvest Share’s year end
meeting. Volunteers picked 3,650 lbs
of fruit between mid-July and early
October. There were more pickers,
and more emergency calls for them
because of bear activity. The electric
fence outreach program inspired
more people to buy and install the
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fences.
• Bunka reported on the
YRB stakeholder’s meeting. The
employee-owned company says
its best guess for the weather this
winter is wetter and cooler, and
spring will start later. The Ministry of
Transportation says this area is one of
the most challenging in the province
for winter road maintenance; the
temperatures often hover around 0˚C,
making the snowfall wet and heavy.
The YRB crews work 20 hours per
day, in two 10-hour shifts, unless
there is a snow warning, in which
case coverage is 24/7. Their plowing
priority is numbered highways,
then school bus routes, and then
everything else. The public is invited
to check out shiftintowinter.ca for
resources and tips on winter driving.
• RDCK: The Rosebery
Parklands and Trails Commission
has submitted its budget for the
board’s consideration. The budget
is significantly higher due to a lot
of work being done to meet safety
standards; the Galena trail is heavily
used by both locals and visitors. The
Municipal Insurance Association
will contribute some funds towards
repairs. An engineer’s report on
the cable car shows it needs some
work “but it is not going to fall apart
tomorrow,” Bunka said.
• Councillor Henning von

William John
Wilson
William John Wilson was born
November 11th, 1932 in The Pas,
MB and passed away October
24th, 2016 in Kelowna, BC. William
(Bill) passed away peacefully in
his daughter’s home with his wife
at his side. Bill is predeceased by his parents Donald and Olive Wilson, his
older sister Thelma Clarida and his younger brother Stanley Wilson. He is
survived by his wife of almost 61 years, Rowena Leslie Wilson. Bill leaves
his son Wilf (Louise) and their children Matthew (Jessi) and Michael (April);
his son Graham (Mary) and their children Amanda (Jesse); William (Marley);
Cameron (Janet); and stepson Jonathan; his daughter Heather (Alec); his
daughter Sheila (Rob) and their children Ian, Stuart and Megan; his daughter
Kellie; and his daughter Jennifer (Brian). Bill and Rowena are blessed with
many great grandchildren, each one the apple of Bill’s eye! Bill’s brothers
and his sister, many nephews, nieces, great-nephews and great-nieces will
miss him. Bill worked for almost 35 years for the Department of Highways
as a Heavy-Duty mechanic and volunteered many years of service to his
community, including 30+ years volunteering with the Fire Department, 30+
years with the volunteer Ambulance Service and 25 years as an RCMP
auxiliary constable. He also volunteered many hours with Scouts Canada,
and as a hockey and baseball coach, referee and umpire. In his retirement,
he grew beautiful roses in his garden that frequently ended up in the
bouquets at local weddings. He enjoyed wood working, gardening, reading
the history of the Kootenays and sipping tea and gossiping over the fence.
Bill was a quiet man whose values of hard work and volunteerism were
evident in his love of the community of New Denver. He valued family above
all else and leaves behind family rich in memories of their times with him.
A Celebration of Life will be held in New Denver on November 12th, 2016 from
2:00 pm - 4:00 pm at the Bosun Hall. Please join the family in celebrating
Bill’s life.
Cards and expressions of sympathy can be sent to: Rowena Wilson, Box
74, New Denver, BC V0G 1S0.
Those wishing to do so may make a memorial donation in Bill’s memory to
the New Denver Fire Department (PO Box 285 V0G 1S0).
You are invited to leave a personal message of condolence at the family’s
online obituary @ www.MyAlternatives.ca Arrangements entrusted to
ALTERNATIVES FUNERAL & CREMATION SERVICES ®
Vernon 250-558-0866 & Armstrong 250-546-7237

Krogh reported on the October 26
West Kootenay Boundary Regional
Hospital District meeting. The board
has been trying unsuccessfully to get
Interior Health to reveal its five-year
plan; von Krogh says “IH either has
a plan and is not telling us, or they’re
working on it…They vehemently
deny they have a five-year plan. They
say they fund year-to-year, but they
should have an overall plan.”
The latest issue is the renovations
and upgrades to Kootenay Boundary
Regional Hospital in Trail. Phase One
has an estimated price tag of $16.6
million, and IH wants the WKBRHD
to pay the full shot, instead of the

40% it usually contributes. The board
is trying to get a commitment from IH
that if it pays the full cost, the money
will be counted as part of its 40%
contribution to the entire project. The
board wants to protect taxpayers, von
Krogh said.
“IH runs like a business, but
wants to be treated like a [non-profit]
society,” said Bunka.
• Recreation Commission #6
has a new chair – Councillor David
Hodsall. Hodsall says the previous
chair, Silverton Mayor Jason Clarke,
stepped down at the last meeting.
• Raynolds attended the
October 12 meeting of the Slocan

Valley Economic Development
Commission. Its accounts are not yet
reconciled, but it looks as though the
EDC will go into 2017 with a healthy
balance, she said.
• The Healthy Community
Society held the grand opening of the
Village Hearth restaurant and there
are lots of ideas about future events,
Raynolds reported. The society has
secured grants and donations to
continue the school breakfasts and
lunches at Lucerne School. The
greenhouse/garden at the school has
wrapped up for the season. The HCS
AGM is November 23, 7 pm at the
Village Hearth.

by Jan McMurray
• Council agreed unanimously
to further investigate taking over
Red Mountain internet service. An
IT consultant will be engaged to
do a review and assessment of the
service, including an inventory of
the assets, a review of the billing
system, and an assessment of
the capital upgrades that may be
required. Village staff will look at a
governance model, business model
and legal implications.
During public time, resident
Ron Provan asked if the Village
had looked at fibre optic, and about
the role of Columbia Wireless.
Mayor Clarke said the village hadn’t
looked at creating its own ISP,
but was investigating taking over
Red Mountain after the society
approached the Village. The society
has offered the service to the Village
“for free,” recognizing that the local
government can provide stability and
continuity for clients. He explained
that neither Columbia Wireless nor
RMIS can serve the entire village
because of the location of their
towers, so it’s beneficial to have both
services in town.
• The Village will submit an
application to the Canada-BC Clean
Water and Wastewater Fund for the
Silverton Water Main Replacement
and Rehabilitation Project. The
project would see the replacement of
AC water main with new PVC pipe,
and replacement of valves, service
lines, hydrants and other related
hardware on sections of Victoria
Street, Silver Street, Leadville Street
and Lake Avenue from 2nd to 4th
Streets. The total project cost is
estimated at $425,000. The Village
would contribute $72,250.
• The Village received a letter
from the Valhalla Foundation for
Ecology and Social Justice with an

update on Colleen’s Beach Park. The
foundation is completing the removal
of nine danger trees, and upgrading
and improving the stairway and trail
access.
• All council members expressed
interest in attending a one-day
strategy meeting for the Slocan
Lake watershed, hosted by the
Slocan Lake Stewardship Society,
in February 2017.
• Councillor Main reported
that an online survey for Slocan
Valley home-based businesses is
being developed. This is a project
of the Business Retention and
Expansion Committee of the Slocan
Valley Economic Development
Commission, in partnership with
the Slocan District Chamber of
Commerce. The committee also
hosted a very successful Succession
Planning workshop at Lemon Creek
Lodge on October 22.
• Councillor Main reported that
the regional hospital district board

is getting “mixed messages” about
capital upgrades to the hospital in
Trail. “The board will continue
to try to clarify with IH and the
Ministry of Health some possible
ways of structuring funding for the
upgrades. We will also meet with the
three MLAs to discuss strategies for
lobbying the Board of Finance,” she
says in her written report.
• Councillor Main reported that
the Galena Trail will need some
significant capital investments in
the next couple of years, and staff
is looking for grant funding for this.
• CAO Garceau reported that
the 2017 budget meetings are going
well. The utilities crossing project is
almost complete and has highlighted
the need to replace the 50-year-old
AC piping with PVC piping. The
Rural Dividend application for
the Silverton Gallery project has
been submitted. The playground
equipment has arrived and will be
installed in spring 2017.

by Jan McMurray
Reports on the Silverton aquifer
and the Silverton Creek watershed
were presented to Silverton council
on November 8 by the author of the
reports, Richard Johnson. Johnson
prepared the reports for the Slocan
Lake Stewardship Society with
funding from the Columbia Basin
Trust Community Initiatives program.
Councillor Main said that these
two reports will be very useful in
showing compliance with drinking
water standards without having to
chlorinate, and for asset mapping.
Mayor Clarke added that he and
Councillor Main had been invited
to present the reports at a local
governments’ conference in the
spring, as this type of work will be of
interest to other communities.
The aquifer report states that
Silverton’s drinking water is pumped
up from two wells drilled into the
aquifer, which lies underneath the
village and comes from the bottom
and sides of Silverton Creek as it flows
into the lake. The wells do not remove
a significant amount of water from the
aquifer considering the total amount
of water in the aquifer. If Silverton
Creek were to dry up, the aquifer
would receive water from reverse flow
from the lake.

Although the aquifer is vulnerable
to contamination spilled into the creek
upstream, the Village water supply is
protected from contamination because
of the depth of the wells, the lateral
movement of the water in the aquifer,
and the screening effect of the creek.
In 2015, all water quality guidelines
were met in the monthly water quality
monitoring of Silverton Creek done
by SLSS.
Johnson mentioned that the
community watershed status was
lost in 1998, and recommends that
the Village look into getting that
status restored. He also recommends
that water monitoring of Silverton
Creek continue, that any activity that
could contaminate the water in the
watershed be monitored (i.e. mining,
logging, recreation, construction),
and that surface spills near the wells
continue to be avoided.
In response to a question
from Councillor Bell, Johnson
explained that there is no danger of
contamination of the drinking water
from septic systems, as the lateral
movement of the water out from either
side of the creek pushes everything
away from the creek and the wells.
Council will discuss the reports
and their recommendations at a
Committee of the Whole meeting.

Silverton council, November 8:
IT consultant to assess Red Mountain internet

FALL COLOURS
Short days and cool weather signal a
tree to seal off leaf stems thus blocking
the transport of nutrients to and from
the leaves. Chlorophyll, which gives
leaves their green colour, degrades and
other pigments are revealed. Yellow
and orange pigments are always there,
just masked by chlorophyll green. Conversely, reds are created by a chemical
reaction in the leaves.
slocanlakess.com

Silverton water reports presented
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‘Sculpture Walk’ by Argenta artists Spring Shine, Christopher Petersen and Hans Winter was
the runner-up for this year’s People’s Choice Award in Sculpturewalk 2016.

Kate Tupper of Nakusp won third place in the Artistic Merit Category for
‘All Strings Attached’ in this year’s Castlegar Sculpturewalk.

The people have spoken. Winlaw artists Rabi’a and Carl won the People’s
Choice Award in this year’s Castlegar Sculpturewalk. They give big thanks
to everyone who voted for ‘Imagine the Stories,’ which is installed at the
Railway Museum until April, and then will be moved to its permanent
location in Castlegar. The awards were presented on November 5. In 2012,
Rabi’a tied for second place in the People’s Choice category for ‘Dancing
Myself,’ which has been permanently placed next to Touchstones Nelson.

Gallery Society invites community to AGM
submitted
The Slocan Lake Gallery Society
invites everyone in the community
to a complimentary lunch at the
Silverton Memorial Hall November
27 at noon. Soups from Soup du
Jar and more will be served while
Rebecca Fudge plays piano.
This is the AGM, an opportunity
for the community to hear and
discuss plans, exchange ideas for
programming and give feedback to
the board. Membership is of prime
importance this year as, due to the
New Societies Act, the board will
ask later in the year for members’
votes on changes to its bylaws.
What is most encouraging for the
gallery is that Silverton has a CAO,
mayor and council that have the
vision to see the gallery’s importance
in improving both quality of life and
economic progress. The Village has
applied to the BC Rural Dividend
and the Western Diversification
Program for grants which would
cover the cost of renovating the
building, when added to matching
funds from the Village and grants
and donations to SLGS.
Over the last year the SLGS
has been involved in more than 20
events including the popular spring
break workshops for children and
youth, Art in the Park watercolour
classes, pumpkin carving, theatre
improv workshop, memoir writing,

the marionette show ‘Robin and
the Timeless Forest,’ coffeehouses,
Hanukkah, Eloise Charet-Calles’
book launch, and concerts.
The SLGS administers the
Columbia Kootenay Cultural
Alliance grants and consistently
over the years has put forward

more grants to help individuals and
local groups achieve their artistic
projects than many larger urban
communities. The society is looking
for help from the community, by way
of becoming a member, volunteering
for events, or simply supporting our
events.

Silverton, BC raised, Non-Certified Organic Free Range Chicken. Raised on
Pasture and Certified Organic Non-GMO, Corn & Soy-Free feed.
At Father Sun Farms™ we are committed to offering you the same products we put on
our family’s table. It’s important to know how our animals are raised and how that can
ultimately affect our health both positive and negative. Other than one or two small suppliers in Western Canada, all available commercial poultry feed contains corn and soy.
Thank you to the local community for all the support thus far!
Frozen chickens are always available for pick up at the farm.
Delivery available to some areas.

Phone: 250.358.2484 or Email: fathersunfarms@gmail.com to
place your order today. $6.00/lb

SLOCAN PARK BRANCH
3014 HWY 6
SLOCAN PARK, BC
PHONE: 250-226-7212
FAX: 250-226-7351
ONLINE: WWW.HERITAGECU.CA
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REMEMBRANCE DAY

Romella Glorioso lays a wreath on behalf of MP Wayne Stetski at Kaslo’s Remembrance Day ceremony.

The Village
of New
Denver

Lest we
forget

The value of the price
they paid is evident in the
faces of our children.
We thank all our veterans!

Silverton
Transport

The Valley Voice November 17, 2016

Bill Anderson and 19 Lucerne School students made up New Denver’s colour party, carrying the Canadian, provincial, territorial, UN, NATO,
Union Jack, Red Ensign, Legion banner, and poppy flags.

250-358-3360

We shall
remember them

Waterbridge Ferries

Ferry Operators on Arrow Lakes

There
never was
a good war
or a bad peace
– Benjamin
Franklin

PAUL PETERSON
Director, Area K

New Market Foods
New Denver • 358-2270

We shall
remember
them.

Jack Kelly, bugler, at the cenotaph in New Denver.
Natural food store

Remember they gave their
lives and their futures, so
we may live in peace.

95 6th Avenue NW, Nakusp
250-265-4155

And at the going down of the sun
We shall remember them

422 Front St, Kaslo, BC • 250-353-2594

RHC

insurance

Overwaitea Foods

510 Broadway Nakusp 250-265-3662

We will Remember...

We must
all do our part to
ensure that our children are
taught the sacrifices that
were made for us all.

Main St. New Denver 358-2617

1-888-755-0556

Slocan Village Market
Slocan • 250-355-2211

MAIN STREET • NEW DENVER • 250-358-2592

The veterans gave us the gift
of freedom. We remember their
sacrifice and service with sincere
gratitude and thanks.

Kaslo, New Denver and
Castlegar Community
Pharmacys

The secret of happiness is freedom.
The secret of freedom is courage.
		– Thucydides

Katrine Conroy, MLA Kootenay West
Katrine.conroy.mla@leg.bc.ca www.katrineconroy.ca

A hero is someone
who has given his or
her life to something
bigger than oneself.
– Joseph Campbell

I do not love the bright sword for its sharpness,
nor the arrow for its swiftness, nor the
warrior for his glory. I love only
that which they defend.
– J.R.R. Tolkien

98 - 1st Street, Nakusp • 265-4911

Lest we forget

If there must be trouble, let it be in my day,
that my child may have peace.
– Thomas Paine

425 Front St, Kaslo • 250-353-2436

REMEMBRANCE DAY
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The Remembrance Day Parade in Slocan.
RCMP officers march from the cenotaph towards the Kaslo Legion for the Remembrance Day service.

The Village
of Slocan

It is time to Remember all those
who fought to preserve our freedom
and for all Canadians to ensure
their dream of peace is realized.
-Canadian Archives

We will
remember.

The Village
of Silverton

Kaslo
Mohawk

In peace the sons bury their
fathers, but in war the
fathers bury their sons.
– Croesus

If ye break faith with us who die
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow
In Flanders fields.
John McCrae

Mountain Valley
Station

Smokey Creek
Salvage

355-2245

6521 Hwy 31, Kaslo

250-353-7628 • 250-353-2351

Slocan, BC

www.kaslobuilding.com

Valor is stability, not of legs
and arms, but of courage
and the soul.
- Michel de Montaigne
We will remember.

416 Broadway • Nakusp • 265-3644

Although no sculptured marble should rise to
their memory, nor engraved stone bear record
of their deeds, yet will their remembrance be
as lasting as the land they honored.
Daniel Webster

Kaslo Building Supplies

We thank our veterans for the
freedoms that we enjoy today.

Aimee Watson,
Director, Area D, RDCK

The Valley Voice
wishes to recognize
the contribution
of our veterans to
building peace in
the world.

Meritxell Books

With the tears a Land hath shed
Their graves should ever be green.
~Thomas Bailey Aldrich
359-7815
1-877-376-6539

Lest we
forget

Lest We Forget

The Treehouse Restaurant

The Nakusp Remembrance Day ceremony.

Lest we forget the
sacrifice of those who
serve their country
and the world, that
we may live in peace.

The Apple Tree

“Those who desire to give
up freedom in order to gain
security will not have, nor do
they deserve, either one.”
– Benjamin Franklin

Front Street Market
411 Front Street, Kaslo
250-353-2331

In troubled times
such as these
we are
reminded even more strongly
of what we owe to our brave
veterans and our current
soldiers and peacekeepers.
They are in our hearts.

314 Broadway, Nakusp 265-4450

At the going down of the
sun and in the morning,
We will remember them.
Laurence Binyon

Lest we
forget.

Waterbridge Steel

Ferry Construction
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Kaslo Mayor Suzan Hewat cuts the cake at the open house at the Victorian
Community Health Centre on November 8. The open house was organized by the
health select committee of Kaslo Village council to celebrate the health centre’s
expanded hours, seven days a week, 9 am to 5 pm. Doctor appointments can now
be made on Saturday and Sunday, but emergency room hours remain Monday to
Friday, 9 am-5 pm. The centre’s four physicians are Drs. Smit, Fontaine, Masaji
and Guillemette. Other health services offered (but not on weekends) include lab
and exray, respiratory therapy, speech and language therapy, visiting specialists,
telehealth specialists, primary health care, home care nursing, and mental health
care. The open house included a health fair, featuring information about the many
health services offered in the community. People were also welcome to tour the
ambulance station and the new Red Cross Health Equipment Loan Program office in
the former dentist’s office.

COMMUNITY
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The Slocan After School Sports and Art Initiative at WE Graham Community School had a great start to the school year. Over 50 kids participated in after school
activities including skateboarding, drawing and lacrosse. To add to the excitement, the program received a donation of five new skateboards and eight new helmets
thanks to the generous contribution of Tribute Board Shop in Nelson, Sandbox helmets, Birdhouse skateboards and Ice Creek Lodge. The after school program is
funded by the provincial Ministry of Community, Sport and Cultural Development and administered through DASH BC and WEGCSS. DASH is a non-profit society
that works to make school communities across BC optimal places for health and learning. The after school program is available at no cost to students from Winlaw
and Slocan ages 5-14. Skateboarding is one of several sport and art activities available. The initiative is helping to reduce barriers to participation and to provide
programming that meets the unique needs of school communities. For more information, contact the coordinator at slocanassi@gmail.com.

Support the Valley
Voice with a voluntary
subscription
Only $10-$30
Send Cheque or Money Order to:

The Valley Voice
Box 70 New Denver, BC
V0G 1S0

Nakusp Celebration of Light
Friday December 2, 2016

Business Decorating contest judging on December 1
9:30 - 8 - Holiday Celebration Sale all day at Downtown Merchants,
great sales and promotions
10 - 2 - Stuff the bus/food bank donations at Overwaitea
- free hot dog with a food bank donation
1 - 6 - Fringe Friday at the Old Firehall Collective
3 - 5 - Free Skate with Santa at Arena - hosted by Nakusp Minor Hockey
3 - 5 - sumo suits and bouncy house in the Arena Auditorium
- hosted by Nakusp Youth Center
Event starts at 4 pm on Broadway Street between 4th & 5th Avenues
- Food vendors, music by DJ Matt Mkee, carollers,
puppets, dancers and much more!
4 - 4:30 - Carollers, come and sing along
5:30 - 6 - Puppets on the Move
6 - Light Up Parade
6:30 - Ugly Sweater Contest
7 - Performance by Move on the Kusp dancers
7:15 - IgNight Firedancers
Sponsored by:

The Kaslo and Area Medical Care Society’s new medical clinic is taking shape, with renovations expected to
be completed by the end of the month. The society received a $5,000 donation for building materials, and the
renovation work is being done largely on a volunteer basis by Randy O’Brien (pictured here), Bill Stroshein,
Len Roper, and Curtis Hewat. Committed to restoring 24/7 medical care in the community, KAMCS has signed
a one-year lease for the clinic space and is looking for a physician to set up a private practice there.

NAKUSP & THE ARROW LAKES
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CBT starts community conversation in Edgewood
by Jan McMurray
The Columbia Basin Trust wants
to get something going in Edgewood.
Wayne Lundeberg and Lynda
Lafleur of CBT came out to the
Edgewood Legion Hall on November
2 to start a conversation with the
community about possible projects.
About 30 residents showed up.
“We are not waiting for you to call

anymore,” said Lafleur. “We’re here so
you can give us ideas to help me focus
on what you need.”
Some of the ideas generated
at the meeting were to develop
agriculture, develop tourism, create a
web presence, build trails, engage the
young people (20-40 years old), and
install signage to encourage people
to turn off the highway and visit

Edgewood.
RDCK Area K Director Paul
Peterson was at the meeting, and said
he would like to see an agricultural
study done to determine what
commercially viable crops could
be grown in Edgewood. Lundeberg
added that agriculture is of interest
in the Nakusp area as well, and that
CBT would be “bringing someone in

‘In the Sticks’ drummers from Slocan performed at the Art Party in Nakusp November 12. This was the second Art Party, created by Kate Tupper with the help of her friends.
The event showcases visual and performing arts, and interactive installations and activities in a dance party setting. Proceeds go toward public art projects in Nakusp.

School District 10 (Arrow Lakes) Superintendent’s Report
submitted
• Three new students have
enrolled at Edgewood and Nakusp
elementary schools recently, and
one student at Lucerne. Five
children from a sponsored refugee
family will be going to LESS when
the family arrives in New Denver.
• SD 10 hopes to get a $17,500
Shoulder Tapper grant. It would
be used to connect students with
13 local tradespeople, makers and
builders through the district-wide
Design Thinking Initiative; enhance
support to students with Aboriginal
ancestry through collaboration
with the Aboriginal Education
Council and Elders and Aboriginal
tradespeople and artists; integrate
coding in elementary and secondary
classrooms through partnerships
with SET-BC and GLOWS; involve
students in RoboGames in 2017;
hold a district Maker Day in 2017.
• An application for $29,563
for coding curriculum support
was submitted to Ministry of
Education. The district wants to
bring strong coding curriculum
practices and resources for students
and professional learners. The aim is
to embed coding and computational
thinking across diverse areas of the
curriculum from K-12.
• Board Chair Lora Lee Brekke
and Superintendent Terry Taylor
attended a Ministry of Education
workshop to help districts become
better prepared to enact the new
Sexual Orientation and Gender
Identity human rights requirements.
Processes and practices to promote
and support inclusion of all students
were shared by members of Out
in Schools as well as other district
teachers, principals, directors and
superintendents. SD 10 will meet
with students from both secondary
schools and discuss the policy and
protocols and encourage PACs to
discuss them as well.

• Re-application to the ALR
(Agricultural Land Reserve) for
the Fauquier School property has
been made by the Director of
Finance, as additional information
was requested. The board intends
to ensure that the building and land
remains as a community facility
for the people of Fauquier, who
will choose the best way to ensure
long-term access.
• A member of the public has
requested that the district provide
access to data from the solar panels
on a public website. The district IT
Manager says opening up solar panel
and other infrastructure equipment
to the internet is not advisable from
a security perspective. Almost all
large scale DDoS (Distributed
Denial of Service) attacks that
have happened over the last few
months across the world have
been initiated from people gaining
access to infrastructure devices
(heating control, security camera,
lighting fixtures) and using them for
nefarious purposes.
Once Grade 7-9 Science and
Math students at Lucerne have
completed analysis of the solar
panel data, they will share this
information at a public meeting of
the Board of Education.
• Burton Academy School
continues to grow their business
plan in the Entrepreneurship part of
their program.
• On November 2, Shari
Featherstone met with both CUPE
and ALTA as well as district staff
to provide more information and
planning for Attendance and
Wellness Support programs.
• The superintendent is serving
on a new committee providing input
and feedback to the ministry on
numerous initiatives. The Learning
Advisory Board meets every two
months with Assistant Deputy
Ministers, Ministry Directors and

the Deputy Minister as required.
• On November 1 and 2, Talya
Christbason from the Ministry of
Education visited the district. She
was interested in seeing examples
of co-teaching, collaboration and
teachers integrating curricular areas
in their practice. After visiting EES,
NES, NSS and Lucerne she was
very impressed with the enthusiasm
and passion of teachers as well
as their innovative practices with
students.

[to Nakusp], so maybe we could do
something here, too.”
Residents brought up some of
the challenges in developing an
agricultural industry in Edgewood:
the lack of three-phase power, the
difficulty accessing financing, and the
risk of wildlife eating the crops.
Tourism also poses challenges,
and one of the biggest is the huge
fluctuation in lake levels. “They come
in June or September and see 300 or
400 feet of mud flats, and they don’t
come back,” said one resident.
Ed McGinnis spoke about the
Columbia Basin Revitalization
Coalition, which is working on a
proposal for a more stable Arrow
reservoir. “That reservoir is the key
as far as tourism and the future of
this valley goes,” he said. McGinnis
is optimistic that a stabilized Arrow
reservoir is possible. “In 2024, there
will be on-call flood control, so there’s
an opportunity to do something

positive. We have a plan and the
central feature is stabilization of the
reservoir. Something can be negotiated
– it’s doable.”
Signage to welcome visitors
is something the community has
consistently requested, Lafleur said.
Residents agreed that signage would
be helpful, and suggested that there
be signs at both the ferry and the
junction; a sign at the ferry would give
people time to consider turning off the
highway at the junction.
At the end of the meeting, the CBT
representatives promised to come back
in January to continue the conversation.
“I am serious about working with the
community instead of waiting for
you to come to us, so let’s keep the
engagement going,” said Lundeberg.
“We can’t do everything, but if there
are smaller, manageable things we can
do easily and immediately, I have told
Lynda to work with you to see what we
can make happen.”

Alice Watson M.Ed. (Couns. Psych.) 250-265-3328

Counselling services available for individuals, couples, and families.
Experience a collaborative process of resolving grief and loss,
depression, anxiety, relationship challenges,
trauma, addiction, and life changes.

The Annual General Meeting of the
Burton Community Association
November 29, 2016 (Tuesday)
7:00 p.m.
Burton Community Hall

WINTER
TIRE SALE
720 10th Ave NW
Nakusp
250-265-4438
Contact David Olson

KASLO & AREA
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Kaslo council, November 8: Public Arts Committee takes on ‘Pocket Park’
by Jan McMurray
• The Kaslo Public Arts Select
Advisory Committee is taking the
lead on the ‘Pocket Park’ project
next to the City Hall, where the fire
hall used to be. A concept design
for the park by Laurence Moss was
accepted by council in September
2015. The committee will draft a
grant application for the project to
the Ministry of Art and Heritage’s
‘Building Communities through
Arts and Heritage Legacy Fund,’
and the application will be formally

submitted by the Village.
• Council received a Kaslo River
Dike and Bank Remediation Plan
from Austin Engineering out of
Trail. The remediation plan was
commissioned in September, after
Public Works had identified four
sections of the river bank and one
section of the flood protection dike
that need remediation. The report
states that none of the five sections
need emergency remediation, but
repair works will be required within
the next five years. The estimated cost

of the repairs is $284,004. Council
will treat this as a priority project and
will share the report with landowners
who could be impacted, the Ministry
of Transportation to further urge the
replacement of the Hwy 31 bridge,
the Kaslo Trailblazers, and relevant
RDCK services.
• Council received minutes of a
Sustainable Economic Development
Committee meeting held October 25.
The committee will soon disband
and be replaced by the Kaslo and
Area D Economic Development

Commission. This commission of
the RDCK will include the Mayor
of Kaslo, the Area D director, three
people from the Village of Kaslo and
four people from Area D.
• Any fees collected from the
campground operator for winter pad
rental will be placed in the Parks
reserve fund.
• Councillor Glorioso reported
that several members of the public
are concerned that videos of council
meetings are not being posted to
YouTube, and that council authorized

the purchase of microphones but they
haven’t been ordered. Staff will look
into this and report back to council.
• Council approved a
Development Variance Permit for
Angry Hen Brewing Company,
which plans to open a craft brewery
in the Front Street building that
housed the Live Art Shoppe this
summer. The DVP allows for the
rear lot line setback to be reduced
from 4.5 metres to 0 metres, and
the number of parking spaces to be
reduced to four.

by Jan McMurray
The demolition of the Kaslo
Scout Hall building October 19-21
brought a few residents out to say
goodbye to the old community hall,
and the place they and/ or their kids
went to Scouts and other youth
programs.
According to George McCuaig’s
book, Kaslo – The First 100 Years
and information from the Kootenay
Lake Historical Society archives, the
building’s long and varied history
starts in 1940, when the Kaslo
Rod & Gun Club built it as a fish
hatchery for Kamloops trout. The
trout were hatched in the building
and then moved outside to ponds,
under the shade of the Camperdown
elm tree, which still stands today
in the campground. From 1942 to
1945, it was used to house Japanese
Canadians, and then was returned to
the Rod & Gun Club so they could
resume hatchery activities. In 1953,
it became the Scout Hall, with the
boy scouts meeting there twice a

week. In 1955, a volunteer group
of scouts, parents, and community
members laid a fir floor in the hall.
Unfortunately, the following year,
Kootenay Lake rose so high it
flooded the building. To save the
floor, it had to be cut into sections
and raised onto sawhorses. In 1962,
the Kinsmen renovated the hall and
it served as a community hall for
years. It became the youth centre
in 2010.
Village CAO Neil Smith reports
that in 2006, it was deemed no longer
safe for larger gatherings without
significant repairs or upgrades, due
to fire regulations. Subsequently,
the insurer required a structural
assessment, which revealed rotten
foundations and other structural
issues. Repair costs would have
been in the hundreds of thousands of
dollars, Smith said. No proposals to
purchase the building were received.
The possible resale was complicated
by about 70% of the building sitting
in municipal road allowance. Further

expenditure on surveying would
have been required before it could
have even been offered to third
parties for sale.

“If a serious or credible proposal
had come forward prior to the
demolition award being made,
council would have looked at it.

Council will similarly look at serious
and credible proposals with respect
to the land once its future has been
more fully discussed,” he said.

by Jan McMurray
A very special honour was
bestowed on Hugh Walker, Kaslo
resident and volunteer extraordinaire,
at this year’s Remembrance Day
service at the Legion. He was
presented with the Sovereign’s Medal
for Volunteers, which recognizes the
exceptional volunteer achievements
of Canadians.
Kaslo Mayor Suzan Hewat made
the presentation. “I have been asked

by the office of His Excellency the
Right Honourable David Johnston,
Governor General for Canada,
to present the Sovereign’s Medal
for Volunteers to a member of the
community. This will be the first time
that this award is being presented
outside Ottawa and I consider it to be
a great honour for Kaslo,” she said.
Walker accepted the award
with great humility, thanking the
community for accepting him. Now
93 years old, he moved to Kaslo
to retire in 1991 and fast became a
much loved and respected member
of the community. “Even though I’m
limited with my bottle of oxygen, I
look forward every day to how I can
help,” he said.
According to the website, the
Sovereign’s Medal is awarded
to individuals who have made
significant, sustained and unpaid
contributions to their community in
Canada or abroad. Candidates must
have demonstrated an exemplary
commitment through their dedicated
volunteerism. The Chancellery of
Honours, part of the Office of the
Secretary to the Governor General,
administers the program and receives
all nominations. Each one is carefully
researched and then reviewed by an
advisory committee, which makes
recommendations to the governor
general.
Hugh Walker was also honoured
as Kaslo Citizen of the Year

PHOTO CREDIT: TERRI LAYBOURNE

Kaslo’s old ‘Scout Hall’ was demolished on October 19-21

The Scout Hall in Kaslo was demolished October 19-21.

Hugh Walker receives official Canadian honour for outstanding volunteerism

Since 1986

Come see our great selection
of gifts for everyone on your list:
Quality. Handmade. Canadian.
Open every day except Sunday.

250.353.2566

408 Front Street, Kaslo, BC
www.figmentscanada.com

2016. He has served on the Kaslo
Restorative Justice Committee,
the OCP Committee, the Kaslo
Housing Society, the Kaslo Seniors
Association, and the Kaslo Victorian
Hospital board. He is a volunteer at

the Kaslo Community Church and
the monthly men’s breakfast, and
volunteers at the Kaslo Extended
Health Unit’s weekly church service.
He has been a member of the Masonic
Lodge for over 50 years and is a

service officer for the Legion. He
visits shut-ins, has provided countless
rides, and has tutored and mentored
children. He has been very generous
to numerous organizations and
individuals in the community.

Hugh Walker was presented with the Sovereign’s Medal for Volunteers, which recognizes the exceptional volunteer achievements of
Canadians. Kaslo Mayor Suzan Hewat made the presentation.
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Kootenay West MLA candidate gears up for May election

submitted
Kootenay West NDP candidate
Katrine Conroy hit the streets over

the weekend, going door to door
in the Village of Slocan, asking
residents about what issues concern

Katrine Conroy, NDP candidate for Kootenay West, spent a Saturday gathering feedback from
residents while canvassing the Village of Slocan. She is seen here with Councillor Madeleine Perriere.

them and gathering signatures on a
petition requesting the BC Liberal
government stabilize funding for
education in the province.
“Education is an issue of
particular concern to people living
in the Slocan Valley,” the incumbent
MLA said. “With both WE Graham
School and Winlaw Elementary
School recently being threatened
with closure, and only being spared in
a last minute funding announcement
from the education minister, it’s
not surprising that this is a primary
issue of concern for a lot of people
in this area.
“Education across the province
isn’t being funded adequately and
funding is not sufficient for the few
schools left operating. What the
Liberals don’t seem to understand
is that in rural areas like the West
Kootenay, a school is not just a

school. WE Graham also serves as
the local food bank and community
garden, they run the Strong Start
program for pre-schoolers, they
provide access to the computer lab
for the community and support for
seniors who are just learning the
technology – the school is part of the
community as a whole. The Liberals
discount the value of rural schools.”
Conroy’s initiative to get out and
talk to residents in the constituency
is an early start on campaigning for
the provincial election, scheduled
for May of next year. Conroy was
confirmed as the NDP candidate
for Kootenay West at a regional
constituency meeting in August,
one of the first in the province to be
confirmed as her party’s candidate in
the next election.
She said she felt it was important
to get out in her constituency to try

There will be a free screening of
Miss Representation on December 3,
7 pm, at the Arrow Lakes Theatre in
Nakusp. Free popcorn and beverages
will be provided as well as travel
subsidies for those travelling more
than 30 kilometres to attend. This
film is recommended for people ages
13+. After the screening, there will
be a community/panel discussion
led by Carlee Hughes and Debbie
Pitaoulis.
Miss Representation includes
stories from teenage girls and
provocative interviews with
politicians, journalists, entertainers,
activists, and academics like Lisa
Ling, Nancy Pelosi, Condoleezza
Rice, Katie Couric, Rachel Maddow,
Rosario Dawson, Jackson Katz, Jean
Kilbourne, and Gloria Steinem. The
film offers startling facts and statistics
which will leave audiences shaken
and armed with a new perspective.
“I made Miss Representation
because we live in a society where
media is the most persuasive force
shaping cultural norms, and the

collective message the media send
to our young women and men is that
a woman’s value lies in her youth,
beauty, and sexuality, and not in
her capacity as a leader,” Newsom
said. “I wanted to shed a light on
this problem, because if we don’t
question that thinking and work to
change it, we are going to continue
to be marginalized.”
In response to overwhelming
public demand for ongoing education
and social action in support of the
film’s message, Newsom founded
the organization that has become The
Representation Project in April 2011.
Using film as a catalyst for cultural
transformation, The Representation
Project inspires individuals and
communities to challenge and
overcome limiting stereotypes so
that everyone, regardless of gender,
race, class, age, sexual orientation or
circumstance can fulfill their human
potential.
Learn more about The
Representation Project, including
its second film The Mask You
Live In, and guidance on how
to join the movement, at www.
therepresentationproject.org.
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to get a picture of what the residents
in her area are thinking and what
concerns them.
“As MLA since 2005, I have
a good understanding of the major
issues of this region but it is also
important to get out to communities
and listen to people. I know that you
can’t take anything for granted in any
election, you have to get out and work
for it,” Conroy said. “Getting out
to communities gives me a chance
to hear the issues directly from the
people. It also allows me to talk about
the things that are important to me,
to NDP leader John Horgan, and to
people across the province. I think the
people of BC have had enough of the
Liberal government. I think people
are ready for a change in Victoria.”

Free film challenges sexism in the media
submitted
Written and directed by
Jennifer Siebel Newsom, Miss
Representation exposes how

mainstream media contribute to the
under-representation of women in
positions of power and influence in
America.

The community mailboxes that were vandalized along Hwy 6 in the Slocan Valley on
September 9 have been replaced with these new models. During the two months of waiting for
the new mailboxes to be installed, customers received their mail at their local post office.

Royal Canadian Legion
#20 – Nakusp
Texas Hold’em
November 26
7 pm
Buy in – $50

ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING
FOR

ARROW AND SLOCAN LAKES
COMMUNITY SERVICES
AND

HALCYON ASSISTED LIVING
SOCIETY
MONDAY NOVEMBER 30TH, 2016
6:30 PM @
Arrow and Slocan Lakes Community
Services Boardroom
New Nakusp and District Museum President Linda Dixon points out the original Nakusp street names on a 1942 village map. At the society’s
AGM on October 22, the following directors were elected: Linda Dixon (chair), Heather Peter (vice-chair), Anne Barrington (treasurer), Grant
Thorp (secretary), Charlene Duncan, Jay Mah and Rodney Koeneman. The new board members thank previous directors and volunteers, and
remind the community that they are always looking for volunteers to make the museum the best it can be.

For more info, or inquiries about becoming a Board
Member, contact Tim Payne
@ 250-265-3674 ext: 210
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza.
250-353-2282.
FREE CD AND BOOKS - A Sound that
connects Heaven with Earth. eckankar-bc.ca

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

ARE YOU AN ASPIRING
ENTREPRENEUR? If so, call
Community Futures to learn about the free
Business Plan workshop open to anyone!
And if you’re eligible, you may also qualify
for the Self-Employment program where
you will receive ongoing business training
and coaching and usually financial support
while you start your business. To learn more

AUTOMOTIVE

call 265-3674 ext. 201 or email Nakusp@
fiutures.bc.ca.
THINKING OF STARTING, buying or
expanding your own business? If so, call
Community Futures offers business loans,
counseling & training; and delivers the
Self Employment program in the Arrow
& Slocan Lakes area. For more info leave
a message at 265-3674 ext. 201 or email
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

CARD OF THANKS

MANY THANKS TO THE INDIVIDUALS
who encouraged me to finish and publish
Raw Ink. Ya’ all know who you are. To Hall
Printing in Nelson; Otter Books, Nelson;
Crockett Books, Trail; Meritxell Books,
Nakusp; Grizzly Books, Revelstoke; and
New Market in New Denver: thank you for
the opportunity to produce and showcase
my book locally. “Oh yes indeed; we have
a voice; can come from mouth; or hands;
or feet” (an excerpt from Walk Your Walk).
-Bair Brock

COMING EVENTS

ST. ANTHONY’S CHRISTMAS FLEA
MARKET, Saturday, November 26, Bosun
Hall, 10 am-2 pm. Contact Bev Casley 3587771 to book your table. $25/table.

CLASSIFIED ADS

THE HIDDEN GARDEN GALLERY
AGM will be held on Sunday, November 20
at 2pm at the Gallery, 803 Kildare St, New
Denver. Everyone is welcome.
SILVERTON CHRISTMAS MARKET:
10-4 Saturday, December 3, Silverton
Memorial Hall. Exciting crafts, piano music
by local musicians, raffles, yummy treats.
Come out, mingle and support our talented
craftspeople. Vendors call 358-2475.
B O O K L A U N C H : S Y LVA N
REFLECTIONS: Wanderings, Paintings and
Ponderings from the Forest Barbara Brown’s
first-ever book! Readings, conversation,
film, paintings, and a truly beautiful book.
Saturday, November 5, 1pm Kootenay
Gallery, Castlegar; Thursday, November 17,
7pm Hidden Garden Gallery New Denver;
and Saturday, November 26, 3pm Booksmyth
Nelson. BarbaraBrownArt.com.
FEAST FOR THE PEACE. Sunday
November 20, Noon - 2:30. Information and
discussion about the Site C dam proposal
on the Peace River. Soup provided, bring
a bag lunch and a toonie. Hosted by the
Vallican Whole Community Centre, 3762
Little Slocan River Road South. www.
VallicanWhole.com. FB/TheWhole

CANNABIS: SCIENCE AND LOCAL
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT with Jim
Leslie, director of Medicine Tree. Friday,
December 2, 6:30pm, Vallican Whole
Community Centre, 3762 Little Slocan
S. Rd. Admission by donation. www.
vallicanwhole.com FB/thewhole
GOAT MOUNTAIN SCHOOL is holding
its AGM at Lucerne School library on
Thursday, December 8, 2016 at 3:15 pm.
HEALTHY COMMUNITY SOCIETY
AGM – Wed. Nov. 23 at 7 pm at The
Village Hearth Restaurant, New Denver.
All welcome.
HARVEST DINNER: November 19 at
5pm, Silverton Memorial Hall. All are
welcome to this fifth annual community
potluck dinner and harvest celebration. A
Healthy Community Society event.
HOLLY AND JON’S CD RELEASE
SHOW: Friday, November 25, Memorial
Hall, 7:30pm. These popular musicians
are currently on tour to promote their
new album Shufflin’ the Blues, a mix
of Chicago, Delta and original blues.
Their latest release, recorded live at the
Silverton Gallery, is currently receiving
worldwide rave reviews. Come and enjoy

Bikes, Skis,
Snowshoes
Sales and
Maintenance
Call Shon
250-265-3332
shonsbs@gmail.com
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this opportunity to hear their great music.
Tickets @ door, $15.
MOTHER GOOSE is a program that shows
newcomers to this world how astonishing,
beautiful, capricious, dancey, eccentric,
funny, haphazard, joyous, kindly, alive,
melodious, naughty, outrageous, romantic,
silly, unexpected, wonderful, and zany it is!
It reminds grown-ups of these very same
things. Bring a 0 to 4-year-old down to the
Knox Hall in New Denver on Wednesdays
at 10 am for one hour of singing, playing,
stories and snacks with Lila and Julia and
join in the fun! Sponsored by CBAL. Contact
Julia at jgreenlaw@netidea.com.
BACK AFTER A SOLD-OUT FIRST
SEASON! The Vallican Whole’s UP CLOSE
AND INTIMATE series of exceptional
entertainment, with ‘Le Cabaret Intime’
~ Feb 18; Jeff Farragher and Breakwater
~ March 11; and Michael Graham’s
‘Scaramouche’ ~ April 8. Email info@
Vallicanwhole.com to reserve your 3 event
pass for only $50. Facebook/TheWhole.
NEW YEAR’S EVE DANCE: Mark your
Calendars! December 31st, 2016, Silverton
Memorial Hall. Sponsored by the Silverton
Community Club.

• BICYCLE

LARRY’S REPAIR

513 PARK AVE., SLOCAN
(formerly SLOCAN AUTO)

250-355-2632
We do automotive from A - Z

It’s fall, time to service your snow
blower - Ken Hart can help
8845 Hwy 31 • Shutty Bench • 250-353-2800

Your ad could
be here for only
$11.00 + GST

ENVIRONMENT
info

Your ad
could be
here for
only $19.50
+ GST

Open 1 pm to 4:30 pm Tues. to Sat.

CLEANING

Dr. Michael Brennan • Chiropractor
Over 10 years experience
Appointments can be scheduled by contacting
his Nelson office at 250-352-5135

Dr. Brennan comes to New Denver and Nakusp every week:
Slocan Community Health Centre on Tuesday Afternoons;
Arrow Lakes Hospital on Wednesday.
Offering Chiropractic, Concussion Management, Cold Laser Therapy,
Custom Orthotics, Auto Injury Care and many more services.

www.activebalancechiro.ca
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COMING EVENTS

CELEBRATE THE LIGHT! Hanukkah
and Solstice traditions from around the
world. Live performances, music, dancing.
Saturday December 10, 6:30 pm , Silverton
Memorial Hall. Info: www.silvertongallery.
ca or 250-358-7198.
CHRISTMAS IN THE VALLEY
CRAFT FAIRE: Sunday, November 20,
10 to 3pm at the Slocan Legion Hall, 502
Harold St, Slocan. Santa will visit between
11 & noon. Admission $0.50 – you might
win a door prize! Everyone welcome.
COFFEE HOUSE - CALL FOR
PERFORMERS: The Whole School’s
18th annual Blue Moon Coffee House
takes place Saturday, December 3 from
6:00 to 11:00 pm. Musicians interested
in performing call Shuggy at 226-6784 or
shuggym22@gmail.com. For more info
226-7737.
WIDE SPOT COMING UP! PART
TWO of Can we live happily in unsettled
(aka unsettling, dismaying) times? Sunday,
November 20. Village Hearth Restaurant,
4-6 pm. Music by Freya begins at 3:45 pm;
community discussion at 4 pm, followed by
dinner. Child care provided, all welcome.
No charge. A gift to the community from
Turner-Zion United Church. For more
information call 358-7904.
H E A L I N G T H R O U G H A RT &
IMAGERY (3-week series) Wed, Nov 23,
30 & Dec 7 (10am-1pm) $70. Mind/body
healing, find balance and direction with
Expressive Arts. Visit www.handandsoul.
ca. Register with Sue Mistretta, M.A. 3582177 or soulgarden58@gmail.com

Business Classifieds
start at $10.00
email:

valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

FOR RENT

AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY: Selfcontained office space approximately 20’ x
25’ available at 210 Lake Ave. in Silverton,
BC. $325.00 per/month + Utilities. Call
250-358-2293.
WANTED TO RENT: 3 bedroom
2+ bathroom modern furnished home.
Would be used 6–10 days per month from
December to end of March. Must include
appliances and utilities, hot tub and WiFi would be appreciated. References
available. Home will be maintained by local
housekeeper. Call, email or txt photos a
must. 778-215-5057 / chris@blocksplus.ca
2 BEDROOM SUITE in Nakusp available
January 1/17. $600 month plus your own
hydro. Call or text me 250-503-6137.
FOR SALE AND/OR RENT.
AVAILABLE ASAP OR DEC. Beautiful,
comfortable and efficient house on private
2 acres. 5 min. from Silverton. 250-2312174 Short or Long Terms. BIG monthly
discounts for terms longer than 30 days.

FOR SALE

AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING
CONTAINERS 20 ft. and 40 ft. sizes.
Kootenay Containers. Sales & Rentals.
Castlegar. 250-365-3014.
SNOW THROWER FOR SALE:
Craftsman model #944.524690. 9.5 HP
27” Two stage power propelled. $700 OBO
in New Denver. Please call 604-788-4363.

FOUND

COAT FOUND on 6th Ave, New Denver
on Nov. 9 (?). Call to identify. 250-3587703.

HELP WANTED

P/T ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
for Kootenay Organic Growers Society (15
hrs per month). Requires proficient in MS
Office Suite & Word Press. Working from
home - need own computer, printer and

CLASSIFIED ADS

phone. Send resume and covering letter to
office@kogs.bc.ca by 25 November 2016.

HEALTH

YOGA IN SILVERTON – THE INWARD
JOURNEY: Monday morning 9-10:15 and
Thursday afternoon 4-5:15. Honour your
body by reducing stress, building strength,
flexibility and balance. Upper story of the fire
hall in Silverton. Only 5 minutes from New
Denver. Open to all levels. Come and share
mindfulness and the exultation of inner flow.
TRADITIONAL THAI MASSAGE with
Tyson - Special Intro offer: 2 hour Thai
massage for $50. Experience an ancient
physiotherapy method for body/mind
wellness. Available by appointment in the
Slocan Valley and Nelson. Tyson Bartel
250-226-6826 http://www.thaitouch.ca/

NOTICES

ARE ALCOHOL OR DRUGS becoming
a major problem in your life? AA, NA and
ALANON meetings happen in the area.
For information on AA meetings contact
in New Denver: 358-7158; Nakusp 2654216; Kaslo 353-2658; South Slocan
226-7705; Playmor Junction 359-7310.
For information on NA meetings contact in
New Denver 358-7265. For information on
ALANON meetings contact in New Denver
358-7904 and in Slocan 226-6871. If you
don’t get through when you call, please try
another number.
www.carpentercreeklastwishessociety.
ca provides information on preplanning
for death and advice for alternative funeral
arrangements. Ph: 250-358-2253.
NELSON & AREA ELDER ABUSE
PREVENTION Resource Centre: 250352-6008 preventeldRabuse@sbdemail.
com / www.nelsonelderabuseprevention.ca.
Drop-in Wednesdays 12-2 pm, 719 Vernon
Street, Nelson. Nelson and District Seniors
Coordinating Society.

PETS

PERSONALIZED DOG CARE –
WINLAW. Your dog’s home away from
home, no kennels, acres of fenced play area
and river swims. Call now to book your
dog’s vacation. 1-250-448-6553, www.
barknrollinn.com.
DOES YOUR DOG OR PUPPY frustrate
you? Would you like to have the dog of your
dreams? Would you like to confidently go
anywhere with your dog? We can help. Go
to www.proudofmydog.ca to find out how.

REAL ESTATE

ACREAGE WITH HOUSE on 6.75 acres
for sale in fire protection area of Silverton.
Mobile home with addition – currently
rented. Good access and services. 250358-2756.

SLOCAN VALLEY RECREATION

Christmas Tea for Seniors: Sat Dec 3,
1-3 pm, Free. Slocan Park Hall.

226-0008 • WWW.RDCK.BC.CA
SERVICES

DI’S ESTHETICS: Full Service Salon
from manicures and pedicures to facials
and lash tinting, and everything in between!
Winter Prep Special – 15% off all services.
Refer a friend and get 10% off your next
service, your friend will get an additional
10% off their first booking, too! Visit Di’s
Esthetics Facebook page for full menu,
prices, etc. Call for appointments: 250226-7318.
SAVE MONEY @ PETER’S WINDOWS
& DOORS with energy-efficient windows,
doors and siding by Gentek. We are the
exclusive dealer of long lasting, high
performing windows by Gentek. We also
have lots of wood and metal doors in

Personal Classifieds
start at $8.00
email:
valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca
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stock. Now selling Gentek siding. 1-250399-0079.
GERRY CONWAY – Journeyman
carpenter/builder. 250-265-3163.
SATELLITE AV TECH: Shaw, Telus,
Bell, Xplornet etc; antennas, boosters, home
theatre, wired & wireless systems; James,
250-226-7236, tjfworks.ca
LANDLORDS: FORGET THE
HASSLE. Peace of Mind Rental
Management will screen applicants, collect
the rent, inspect at regular intervals, answer
tenants’ emergency calls, and arrange for
repairs. 15 years of experience as landlords
of three properties. Put our knowledge to
work for you! 358 area only. 250-358-2119
or kaytrin@netidea.com.
TIRE TIME IS NEAR, and CV Auto is
here! To balance and mount for a reasonable
amount. Service and repairs on most makes
and models. Call 250 359 2266.
SWEDISH RELAXATION MASSAGE
& REIKI hands-on-healing with Agnes.
Special intro 1.5 hour massage-$40. 29
years experience. Agnes Toews-Andrews
250.355.2848 www.isismoonpublishing.com

Advertise in the
Valley Voice
It pays!!!

• Call 358-7218 for details •

email: valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

Next Valley Voice
Deadline:
November 25,
2016

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN

HARDWOOD FLOORS
WHOLESALE
• Registered Septic System
designer and installer •
• Ready Mix Concrete •
• Lock Blocks • Drain Rock •
• Road Crush • Sand & Gravel •
• Dump Trucks • Excavator •
• Crusher • Coloured Concrete •
• Site Preparation •
Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
Ph. 265-4615 • vieirac@telus.net

Safety, Service, Satisfaction
Installation and maintenance

jim@jemsgas.com
MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION, INC.
HPO Licenced Builder & Red Seal Carpenter
TimberFrame Homes
Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall
Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding
Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales
dave@maddentimber.com

250 265 1807

HALL LUMBER
& BUILDING SUPPLIES
Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat
10 am to 5 pm
PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd.
Edgewood, BC

Nakusp Redi-Mix

serving the Kootenays since 1973

New Crushed Gravel
Edgewood • Nakusp • Trout Lake • Kaslo

DAVE WEATHERHEAD
250-265-4311 (ph)
nakuspredimix@gmail.com

CONSTRUCTION
FOUNDATIONS • ROOFING • RENOVATIONS

Specializing in Timber Framing
Cell: 250-265-8503 Home: 250-265-2278

Residential & commercial
cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC

250.226.7441

www.leafcabinetry.com

(250) 551-TIME (8463)

www.manciaconstruction.ca

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

Leaf Cabinetry

mobile

BONDED Journeyman carpenter • Licenced
(Canadian) Sub-contractor • Licenced (US) Contractor.

Darrell A. Olsen
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

Tyler Paynton • 250.777.3654 • silverridgeearthsnow@hotmail.com

1730 Hwy 3, Selkirk Spring Building
dan@canadiangardensupply.com

Alex Joseph

Crescent Bay
Construction Ltd.
Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431
• Email cresbay@telus.net

Castlegar
250-304-2911

Electrical Contracting Ltd

Kent & Arlene Yardcare Services
Free Estimates
358-2508 • 358-7785 • 505-8210
wyofonoff1@yahoo.ca

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Indoor Garden
Supplies

Wired by Alex

250-358-7721

K&A

SOLID 3 ¼ x ¾ OR ENGINEERED. 6 PLY. TOP
WEAR 2 mm-5” WIDE PREFINISHED ALUMINUM OXIDE, SMOOTH OR BRUSHED. $4.59
SF PLT. AVAILABLE IN 6”-7 ½” – 8 ¾” WIDE.
INFLOOR HEAT COMPATIBLE. 25 YEARS
GUARANTEE. AND MUCH MORE.
AT JUAN’S 1503 HWY 3A
THRUMS (CASTLEGAR) BC
250-399-6377 Mon-Sat 8:30 am - 5 pm

• Power Trowel • Concrete Finishing
• Concrete Stamping and Acid
Staining • Forming • Tile Setting
• Cultured & Natural Stone Installation
CREATIVE MASONRY SOLUTIONS
FOR YOUR HOME AND BUSINESS

Patrick Baird

250-354-8562

elementconcrete.ca

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Box 595 Nakusp, BC
Cell: 250-265-1342
VOG 1R0		
Phone: 250-265-4621
email: darrellolsen@nakusp.net

MEN with BROOMS
CHIMNEY SWEEPS

250-265-4134

Insurance Inspections & Installations
of Wood Burning Appliances
WETT Certified • WorkSafe BC
Bonded • Insured

Jim Pownall
& Co.

LOG & TIMBER
FRAME HOMES
Crane Service

New Denver • BC
250-358-2566
jpownall@telus.net
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ESTHETICS

DI’S
ESTHETICS

FULL SERVICE
SALON
WINLAW
250-226-7318

REAL ESTATE
Christina Harder
Realtor®

Serving the Slocan Valley
DIRECT: 250-226-7007

306 Broadway Street, Box 40, Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0
250-265-3635 office • 250-265-4430 fax
www.selkirkrealty.com • christinaharder@royallepage.ca

WINTER HOURS
9 AM - 9 PM

COMMUNITY
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THAILAND — FRANK JAMES
ARMSTRONG, age 84, died of a heart
attack on October 19, 2016 in the San
Sai District of Chiang Mai following
a lengthy illness. The son of Tom and
Dora Armstrong, he was born in Elbow,
Saskatchewan on November 7, 1931, and
grew up in Outlook Saskatchewan. He
became a resident of the Slocan Valley in

1973 and lived there for many years.
Frank was predeceased by his parents
and sisters, Eva Bruneau and Joyce Fox.
He leaves his wife of 12 years, Somjit
Armstrong; son Tom Armstrong and
daughter-in-law Lisa Farr; daughter Kay
Armstrong and step-daughter Tik Rattanang
along with 4 grandchildren; 3 greatgrandchildren and many good friends.
He met his first wife, Gwen Armstrong,

in Outlook and they were married in 1955.
In his early years, Frank farmed with his
father Tom in Saskatchewan, and eventually
became an electrician. Following a back
injury, he enrolled at the University of
Saskatchewan and earned his teaching
credentials in 1968.
Frank had many hobbies and interests
and was never afraid to take a risk. A
lifelong Social Democrat, he dabbled in

politics and was an environmental activist
in the 1960s. In 1978, he joined Alcoholics
Anonymous, and remained a faithful
member of AA for the next 38 years,
attending meetings all over the world. He
helped many people find sobriety over the
decades.
A celebration of his life will be held
in the spring of 2017 in New Denver, BC;
more information to follow.

submitted
For respite from these wet, grey
days, the Nelson Public Library
has the answer. Slocan Valley artist
Katya Coad’s brilliant floral and
landscape paintings offer a burst
of joyful colour in an exhibition on
now through December.
Described as a “whimsical
gardenscape painter,” Coad’s work
embraces growing things.
“If I were a flower or a
vegetable, who would I be and
what would I see?” she asks. “I

express myself through the lens of
the natural world, frequently using a
framework of playfully exaggerated
abstraction along with vivid colour
to heighten the overall impact of
my designs.”
Her rustic lifestyle – a
counterpoint to her earlier
Vancouver city life – provides
much of Coad’s inspiration. Her
work has been featured recently in
the Columbia Basin Culture Tour.
She shows her acrylic paintings
throughout the region and beyond,

offering prints and cards along with
original artworks.
“The body of work presented
here is a simply stated reflection of
my past experiences living within
the natural world, which is where
I place the faith that makes up my
hopes and dreams for the future of
our planet,” she says.
Coad plans to offer two distinct
exhibitions during her two-month
show at the library, with works
celebrating the snowier side of
things on display during December.

Slocan Valley artist Katya Coad.

OBITUARY

Slocan Valley artist Katya Coad’s bright paintings offer seasonal relief

Open Thurs - Sun

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

H. A. Benson Inc.

Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0
Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

Bill Lander
Realtor®
250-551-5652
bill@billlander.ca

Serving the Slocan Valley
for the 14th year.
Offices in Nakusp, Nelson,
Kaslo & Trail

New Market Foods
518 6th Ave • New Denver

250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290
email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca
Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area.
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm

Certified by the Province of BC to test drinking water

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

HEALTH FOOD

Rutabagas

Open Tuesday - Saturday
10:30 am - 4:30 pm
Closed Sunday - Monday
Main Street, New Denver

250-358-2178

Whole Foods Market
New Denver, BC
316 Main Street
250-358-7900
ORGANIC PRODUCE • NATURAL
MEDICINES • VITAMINS • SUPPLEMENTS
AND MORE
Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30

Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

GIFTS
Kaslo Clothes Hanger

Support the Valley Voice with
a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30
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Holly & Jon launch Shufflin’ the Blues CD and tour
by Art Joyce
There’s no blues like old
blues, yet old blues is endlessly
new again. Longtime Slocan
Valley favourites Holly and
Jon have just released their new
CD, Shufflin’ the Blues, and are
supporting the album launch
with a series of live dates across
the Kootenays. The album was
recorded live at a Silverton
Gallery concert held August
15, 2013 and is already doing
well, hitting #12 in Canada on
the Roots Music Charts and #2
on the Acoustic Blues Charts.
Locally you can see them at the
Legion Hall in Edgewood as
part of the Fire Valley Concert
Series on Sunday, November 20,
8:00 pm; Friday, November 25,
7:30 pm at Silverton Memorial
Hall; and Saturday, November
26, 8:00 pm at The Front Room
in Nelson.
This is classic blues, all

down the line. Jon gets his guitar
tone exactly right, no small
achievement in a live setting,
where even the most rehearsed
songs can be subverted by bad
acoustics or unexpected PA
system fails. There’s a sweet
fatness to his tone, not ripped
up fuzz like Johnny Winter
but just a little south of B.B.
King’s clean, lean and pure
guitar tones. Holly’s bass work
is the engine of the duo’s rhythm
section with drummer Marvin
Walker. But where she really
shines is in her interpretations
of old standards. As if born
to the blues, she nails it every
time. Resonant, rich and deeply
expressive, Holly’s vocals
propel these songs to another
level. Having been in the room
the night this set was recorded
at the old Silverton Gallery three
years ago, I can safely say this
recording captures the swing,

the sweetness and the soul of
that special evening.
Jon too on that night was
in probably the best voice I’ve
ever heard him. Holly and Jon
are dealing from the Classic
Blues deck, reminding us why
generations continue to be
inspired by it. In addition to
Muddy Waters’ Blow Wind
Blow Jon uses a nimble slide
to pull Robert Johnson’s Come
On In My Kitchen out of the
battered body of a guitar known
as Gonzo. Holly’s originals
Let’s Boogie, Lowdown Blues
and Get Your Own Man swing
and sway as naturally as if
they were themselves old blues
standards. When she gets into
the scat vocals on Slushy Blues,
the room warms up yet another
notch. Here she’s as good as
any blues torch singer ever was.
Moving to a fast shuffle beat,
this is no slow seduction. She’s

astutely taken her cues from
her heroines—Eva Cassidy and
Bonnie Raitt—and has made
of them something distinctly
her own.
Jon’s social conscience is
often subtly reflected in his song
choices on their three albums.
Memphis Slim’s Mother Earth
Blues and Left-Handed Soul
tip his hat toward a concern
for the planet and the impact of
consumerism. Yet he manages
to avoid making you feel like
you’re listening to a sermon,
achieving a languid groove and
soul-inflected vocal to lull you
into the dance. Its refrain is in
perfect tune with the blues spirit:
“I feel so cold / living in this
right-handed world / with my
left-handed soul…” Blues, by
making social problems deeply
personal, roots them in the real.
This takes them from something
esoteric to something anyone
can relate to. It’s something
black people have known since
the earliest field chants, with
their coded messages about
‘the man.’
Black Crow is an utterly
wonderful original with a lovely
acoustic guitar line anchoring
and propelling the song. The
lyrics represent a fascinating
growth in the duo’s songwriting:
“So much possibility / so

much probability… So many
questions / so many answers /
will they meet up in the end?”
This is a questing, questioning
soul, keen to make the most of
possibility, and aware that it
requires a crow’s watchfulness,
its legendary ability to
shapeshift into a new form to
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meet life’s challenges. Holly
takes us gracefully shuffling
home in Slushy Blues, leaving
you wishing there’d been time
for about 10 more songs. This
is the magic of the blues—you
walk out half on air.
For more information visit:
http://www.hollyandjon.com

Jon Burden rips it up on guitar at the Silverton Gallery in 2013.

THANK YOU

Holly Hyatt’s voice, by turns silken and soul mama, warms up the audience at the Silverton Gallery in August 2013.

On Behalf of the Board of Directors for Arrow and Slocan
Lakes Community Services (ASLCS), we would like to
thank The Arrow Lakes Health Care Auxiliary for their
generous donation of $95,600.40 to purchase the new
Medical Bus.
ASLCS appreciates the amount of volunteer hours that
goes into your organization in order for you to do the kind
of things that you do for Nakusp and the surrounding area.
The bus purchased will be used to enhance the current
medical transportation commitments and to ensure that
medical appointments, especially for our senior population are consistent, dependable, comfortable and safe.
Thanks again to the Arrow Lakes Health Care Auxiliary
for the phenomenal resources you provide and for the
amazing work that you do.
Sincerely,
ARROW AND SLOCAN LAKES COMMUNITY SERVICES
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Sandi Scott, Cheryl Nishida, Anne Ralston, Inga Ivany,
Alice Watson, Pat Treherne
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‘Deck The Walls’ is back at Studio Connexion Gallery
submitted
This Christmas, give the gift of art.
The Christmas show and sale ‘Deck
the Walls’ is back again at Studio
Connexion Gallery. After a busy

summer season with more than 1,050
visitors and a short trip to Québec,
curator Anne Béliveau felt it was
important to provide an opportunity
to shop locally and especially to

Studio Connexion Gallery wishes you Joyeux Noël &
Bonne Année 2017

“Deck the Walls”

November 24 - December 23:
Andrew • Bamber • Desbois •
Jurgensen • Marshall • Menton •
Soucy • Tupper • Woods

showcase the work of some of the
best artists in the region. The gallery
will be open Thursdays, Fridays and
Saturdays from November 24 to
December 23.
Even though people often go to
the Okanagan to do their shopping, or
buy online, Béliveau thought it was
important to offer something different,
something unique and original by very
talented artists who live here.
There will be paintings in oil or

acrylic, engravings on metal, soft
pastels, watercolours, original and
printed cards, sculptures, a limited
quantity of premium quality maple
syrup and sugar, and the beautiful 2017
West Koot Route art calendar.
Some of the artists are regulars at
SCG, others are coming back from
hiatus and some are new: Tim Andrew,
Sharon Bamber, Brigitte Desbois,
Roni Jurgensen, Denyse Marshall,
Patrizia Menton, Phil Soucy, Kate
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Tupper and Holly Woods to name a
few...
The ‘Deck the Walls’ event will
be launched Thursday November 24
from 5 to 8. Come see what we have
to offer. Refreshments will be served.
Regular hours are 11 am to 4 pm.
Please note the gallery will be open
as well from December 18-23. For
appointments, contact Béliveau at 250265-3586. Studio Connexion Gallery
at 203 Fifth Avenue NW in Nakusp.

Regular hours 11 am - 4 pm Thurs., Fri. & Sat.
Always open for booked appointments: 250.265.3586 • 203 Fifth Ave. NW, Nakusp

Consul General Asako Okai and Consul Takashi Nakatsugawa from the Japanese consulate in Vancouver visited New Denver on November 9.
They were welcomed at the Nikkei Internment Memorial Centre by Village council members, members of the Kyowakai Society, including former
internees Amy Mori and Sakaye Hashimoto, Village staff and representatives from the Lucerne Association for Community Education and the
Slocan Lake Garden Society. They were given a tour of the Nikkei Centre and the Kohan Garden.

Santa and the elves are getting ready for New Denver Merchants’ Night on Friday, December 9 from 5 to 8 pm. The event is sponsored by Columbia Power Corporation,
represented here by elf Audrey Repin, and hosted by the Slocan District Chamber of Commerce, represented here by elf Jan McMurray. Santa will be back on Merchants’ Night!

Candlelight and Cake: Ladies’ Night in Nakusp
submitted
On Wednesday, November 30
from 6 to 9 pm, Fourth Ave and
Broadway will once again be festive
and candlelit to welcome women for
an evening of fun, socializing, and
great shopping at the tenth annual
Candlelight and Cake Ladies’ Night.
Debra of Prima Materia Gallery,
Heather of the Treasure Trove,
Brendalee of Homegrown Market,
Jennifer of Jennifer Chocolates, and

CORRECTION

In the article, ‘Silverton council
discusses bear attractants with
WildSafeBC coordinator’ in our last
issue, we quoted Bree Lillies as saying
that we are “human conditioning”
bears. In fact, she said we are “food
conditioning” bears. Bears that start
using human-provided foods can
become food-conditioned. Once a bear
starts equating humans with food, they
can lose their natural wariness of humans
and become what is called humanhabituated. A habituated bear tolerates
humans in much closer proximity than
what is safe for both bears and humans.

Autumn of Betty’z Edge offer some
of the best gift shopping in the whole
valley!
Each location presents special
seasonal treats and ‘one night only’
specials and discounts to guarantee
a fabulous evening for all. Enter the
Candlelight Draw for a chance to win
two gift certificate packages worth
$100 each.
Bring your girlfriends along and
discover gift items in personal care,
health, home decor and kitchen items,
amazing jewelry and accessories,
clothing and much more. Make your
gift giving easy, affordable and fun this
year by shopping locally and joining
the annual Christmas girlfriend party.

CORRECTION

In the ‘Cool Eateries of the West
Kootenays’ column in our last issue,
the new Village Hearth Restaurant
in New Denver was described as a
co-op. This is incorrect. The Village
Hearth is a social enterprise, owned
by the Healthy Community Society
of the North Slocan Valley, a nonprofit organization.

