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Slocan Valley publisher suffers catastrophic fire
by Art Joyce
Slocan Valley-based publisher
Sono Nis Press, one of Canada’s
oldest remaining small publishing
houses, suffered a catastrophic fire
that destroyed its office and entire
warehouse of books on August 4.
Business owner and publisher
Diane Morriss had been traveling
in Vermont and New Hampshire
with her friend and Sono Nis author
Sylvia Olsen and learned of the
disaster at the Montreal airport on
her way home, after receiving an
email from fellow Winlaw publisher
Ruth Porter of Polestar Calendars.
As yet, no official report has been
issued by RDCK Fire Chief Andy
Bellerby. Arson has been ruled out
by an insurance investigator.
Morriss’s husband Jim Brennan
was returning home from running
errands in Nelson when he “spotted
a plume of heavy black smoke up on
the mountain where we live and work,
so he knew our house or the office
building was on fire.” He’d left their
two dogs and one cat in Morriss’s
office so he rushed home to rescue
the animals and call 911. Sadly the
cat was hiding and did not survive. “If
it was ten minutes later it could have
been a different story,” says Morriss.
Brennan, with the help of
several neighbours, managed to
save their computers, files from two
filing cabinets and other important
paperwork, and some of Morriss’s
artwork, including portraits of her
father and grandfather by renowned
Canadian artist Myfanwy Pavelic.
The fire started in the carport,
which is part of the Sono Nis
complex in Winlaw that included a
book warehouse, a guest suite for
visiting authors and an art studio and
workshop for her husband. “We used
the building to store many personal
items which were also lost in the fire.”
The four-alarm fire burned for
nearly eight hours with over 20
volunteer firefighters helping to
extinguish the blaze. A water bomber

was placed on standby in case flames
spread to the nearby forest. Although
Morriss had insurance, the tens of
thousands of books lost in the fire
were under-insured due to the high
cost of commercial insurance.
Morriss says she was fortunate
in that the business carried no debt,
which will make recovery somewhat
easier. With insurance, she will be able
to reprint a good number of the titles
and will seek alternative options for
distribution. However, there are other
victims of the fire – some 50 authors,
many of whom rely on book sales for
their livelihood. Local titles affected
include The Slocan: Portrait of a
Valley and The Garden That You Are
by Katherine Gordon, The Third Crop
by Rita Moir, and Liminal, a first book
of poetry by Jordan Mounteer which
was due to be released in September.
Sono Nis was also the distributor for
Eileen Delahanty-Pearkes’ Sinixt
history The Geography of Memory.
Morriss lacks the capital to reprint all
150 titles that were in print, meaning
many of those titles are now out of
print.
Founded in 1968 by poet J.
Michael Yates, Sono Nis Press was
purchased in 1976 by Morriss’s
father, Richard Morriss, who started
Morriss Printing in Victoria with his
father Charles Morriss in 1950. They
became British Columbia’s bestknown printer from the 1950s to the
‘70s producing beautifully designed
and finely printed books, many of
which are highly collectable works of
art. Sadly, Morriss’s large collection
of those books and samples of printing
were also destroyed in the fire. “It is
tragic because those samples were a
snapshot of Victoria in the ’50s, ’60s
and ’70s. It’s a terrible loss.”
Diane took over Sono Nis when
her father passed away in 1994. In
2002, she married book designer Jim
Brennan and moved the business
to his property in Winlaw using
the money from the sale of her
Victoria home to build her office and

warehouse. She recently started up a
knitting business called Saltbox Yarn
Studio and that inventory is also lost.
Despite rumours to the contrary,
Morriss plans to continue Sono
Nis and her yarn company. “I’m

not closing the doors but will be
doing things differently. It’s a new
beginning. I’m not exactly sure how
it’s going to shape up, but people in
the book industry are coming out of
the woodwork offering to help. They

don’t want to see Sono Nis shut down.
I’m so grateful and overwhelmed by
everyone’s kindness and generosity.”
For more information visit http://
www.sononis.com/about-sono-nispress.

submitted
Thanks to a generous grant
from the Columbia Basin Trust,
recreational opportunities in the lower
Slocan Valley will be improved and
expanded for park and trail users.
The CBT has awarded a $250,000
Recreation Infrastructure Grant to
the Slocan Community Recreational
Greenway Project, a unique
partnership between the Regional
District of Central Kootenay (RDCK),
the Ministry of Transportation and
Infrastructure, Rec Sites and Trails
BC, and the Slocan Valley Heritage
Trail Society (SVHTS).
The main components of the
project are to pave the bottom four
kilometres of the Slocan Valley Rail

Trail (SVRT) from South Slocan
to Crescent Valley, and to further
improve Crescent Valley Beach Park.
The Ministry of Transportation and
Infrastructure’s construction of a
pedestrian underpass at South Slocan
will provide a gateway to the Trans
Canada Trail.
“This partnership demonstrates
what can be achieved when local
government and citizens work
together for the betterment of their
communities,” said Walter Popoff,
RDCK Area H Director. “Thanks
to this funding from the Trust,
residents and visitors from around the
region will have easier access to our
incredible parks and trails system.”
The funding aims to improve and

develop trails to join communities,
schools, recreation assets,
neighbourhoods, local business
centres, larger trail networks and
wild areas for the enjoyment of the
Slocan Valley.
Craig Lawrence of the Slocan
Valley Heritage Trail Society says
the new paved section of the trail will
be “a safe connection route between
two communities, the Campbell Field
recreation areas and two schools,
as well as a variety of area trails. It
will become our eventual gateway
connector to the Trans-Canada Trail.
It will allow the cycling tourist to
have a safe adventure discovering
the 52 km of the Slocan Valley Rail
Trail.”

CBT grants $250K for Slocan Valley recreational greenway project

The CBT has awarded a $250,000 Recreation Infrastructure Grant to the Slocan Community Recreational Greenway Project. The main components of the project are
to pave the bottom four kilometres of the Slocan Valley Rail Trail (SVRT) from South Slocan to Crescent Valley, and to further improve Crescent Valley Beach Park.

Visitor Information - Pages 14 & 15
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Western toad fencing project at Fish Lake promises some success
submitted
Things are hopping at Fish Lake,
between New Denver and Kaslo on Hwy
31A. It’s migration time for the western
toad, and the new hatch of baby toadlets
at Fish Lake is on the move to the forest
on the other side of the highway.
A three-year research study to find
ways to reduce Hwy 31A mortality
for the Fish Lake toad population is
underway. In its second year, the study
is being coordinated by the Valhalla
Wilderness Society (VWS).
Fish Lake researchers Marcy
Mahr, Cindy Walker and Wayne
McCrory recently met with Ministry of

Transportation and Infrastructure staff
to discuss the use of existing culverts
or the construction of a new toad tunnel
like the one at Summit Lake. Ministry
officials let researchers know that any
proposals for projects such as these have
to be made soon, as Hwy 31A past Fish
Lake will likely be re-paved next spring.
“Things are moving along more quickly
than we originally anticipated – this
is good news for the toads!” McCrory
commented.
The Fish Lake toad researchers
built a temporary migration fence this
season through the Fish Lake rest area.
The fence directs the toads eastward

to an underpass under the highway
at the Goat Creek bridge. Just as the
fence was completed two weeks ago,
the rains triggered the first migration
and thousands of toadlets used the new
structure.
“Much to our relief, the fence is
working,” said McCrory. “Thousands
of toadlets have been saved.”
However, the highway is not the
only hurdle for the Fish Lake toad
population. The adjacent ‘Wagon Road
trail’ multi-use corridor also poses a
mortality threat during the migration.
McCrory reports that the Kaslo to
Sandon Rails to Trails Society has
approved short temporary closures of the
trail when large numbers of toads reach
the trail after crossing under the highway
at Goat Creek near the rest area.
The largest migration of the Fish
Lake toadlets is at the wetlands at the
west end of the lake. Here, there is no

highway to cross, but there is an ATV
bypass trail. Local landowner Gord
Fitchett has kindly given the researchers
permission to temporarily close the trail
when the toadlets are migrating at this
end of the lake, McCrory said.
Fish Lake researchers are also
testing to see if toadlets will migrate
through an existing small diameter dry
culvert under Hwy 31A near the rest area.
As toadlets don’t like to move through
dark places, a string of LED lights has
been installed in the culvert. Despite this
effort, the toadlets don’t like the culvert
much, McCrory says.
McCrory reports that the temporary
fence at Fish Lake was vandalized on
August 15, when the traffic was held
up due to a fatal motorcycle accident
on Hwy 31A. He says that volunteer
‘toadlet ambassadors’ are now keeping
a watchful eye and are helping to inform
the public as well as to help monitor the

toadlet migration. He says the fence will
only be needed for another two to three
weeks and once the toadlet migration is
over, will be taken down.
“It’s sure attracted a lot of attention
and public support,” McCrory says.
“Hundreds of tourist and local residents
are stopping at the rest area to marvel at
the ecology and migratory behaviour of
the toadlets.”
McCrory would like to thank
the public and volunteers for their
overwhelming interest and support for
the project. This conservation work
is being done with the support of the
Columbia Basin Trust, the Valhalla
Wilderness Society, Yellowstone to
Yukon, and the Regional District of
Central Kootenay through the Kootenay
Lake Conservation Fund. YRB has
donated a blue bin receptacle for
returnable beverage containers at the
rest stop; proceeds go to the project.

Thousands of toadlets have been encouraged to migrate through a highway underpass by a temporary wooden fence at Fish Lake.

Physician arrives in Nakusp
through new provincial program
by Jan McMurray
A new doctor has arrived in Nakusp
through the provincial Practice Ready
Assessment BC (PRA-BC) program,
bringing the community up to its full
complement of four physicians. Dr.
Oyetola started practicing in Nakusp on
August 15 and has made a commitment
to stay for a minimum of three years.
Dr. Oyetola, his wife and their two
young children have moved into the
house purchased by the Arrow Lakes
Hospital Foundation and Arrow Lakes
Hospital Auxiliary in their efforts to
assist with physician recruitment.
The PRA-BC program started
up in 2015. It links rural and remote
communities in need with internationallytrained family physicians. PRA-BC
matches the internationally-trained
physicians with a BC physician, who
evaluates the candidate’s skills when
delivering care to patients over a threemonth period. Following this process,
physicians are placed in communities
in need.
Dr. Oyetola has successfully
completed the rigorous Practice Ready
Assessment process, and joins Drs. Lea,
Goranson and Anchikoski at the Arrow
Lakes Hospital and Saddle Mountain
Medical Clinic.
Physicians who have recently gone
through the PRA-BC program have

been placed in Nakusp, Trail, Enderby,
Keremeos, and Logan Lake. This is
the third cohort of physicians from the
program.

$15 million for student
transportation

submitted
The Ministry of Education has
announced a new $14.7 million Student
Transportation Fund. School District
#8 (Kootenay Lake) is eligible for
$419,602; School District #10 (Arrow
Lakes) is eligible for $42,675.
School districts can apply for
the funding to help parents with
transportation costs and services,
whether they use the usual yellow bus
program or work with local transit
operators. Districts that charge families
a transportation fee must eliminate those
fees to be eligible for the funding and the
money must be used for transportation.
To be eligible, districts must submit a
plan to the Ministry of Education by
September 30 outlining how they will
use the funding to boost transportation
services for students and families.
Districts will hear back shortly after they
submit their applications on how much
funding they will receive.
The amount of funding a district is
eligible for is based on a formula tied
to the Ministry of Education’s student
location factor.
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MP Wayne Stetski gathers input on electoral reform
by Jan McMurray
MP Wayne Stetski stopped at
the Bluebelle Café in Kaslo on
August 16 on his tour through the
Kootenay-Columbia riding to talk
about electoral reform.
About a dozen residents
gathered for lively discussion on
alternatives to the First Past the
Post electoral system, and on the
pros and cons of mandatory voting,
electronic voting, and lowering the
voting age to 16.
Stetski began the session by
asking the participants if they
want electoral reform. The answer
was a resounding yes. But the
devil is definitely in the details on
this issue. Four different models
of proportional representation
were discussed at the meeting,
and participants agreed that an
educational campaign is necessary.

In an interview after the group
discussion, Stetski explained that
the government is determined to
have a different voting system in
place for the 2019 federal election.
“First Past the Post will not continue,
and there will be no referendum,”
he said. “The Conservatives are
pushing for a referendum, but the
Liberals say that the referendum
took place at the last election on
October 19, 2015, where 70% of
Canadians voted for the Liberals,
NDP or Greens – which all had
proportional representation in their
platforms.”
The government has established
a Special Committee on Electoral
Reform, with a mandate “to identify
and study viable alternatives to the
current federal electoral system,
including preferential ballots and
proportional representation, as well

as mandatory and online voting.”
The Special Committee on
Electoral Reform is accepting
public input until October 7, and has
a deadline of December 1 to submit
a report to the House of Commons.
The Liberal cabinet will then draft
legislation on the proposed new
electoral system. Stetski estimated
that the bill would be introduced in
the House in February.
The committee has invited
all MPs to consult with their
constituents on the issue, and to
submit a report summarizing their
constituents’ views. Hence Stetski’s
tour to 14 communities in his riding.
He says his report to the committee
will include feedback that has come
in via email and text as well as in
person on the tour. “It’s wonderful
to hear different perspectives and
great ideas,” said Stetski. “My job is

submitted
MP Richard Cannings will
host two town hall discussions in
September, seeking views and ideas
from area residents on electoral
reform as part of the government’s
consultations on that issue. One
is in Castlegar, September 1 at 7
pm at the Fireside Inn Hotel &
Conference Centre, 1810 8th Ave.
The other will be in Penticton
September 12.
“I’ve heard from a lot of
constituents already about electoral

reform and it is clearly a very
important issue to Canadians,” said
Cannings. “So I am happy to host
these events in our riding and give
everyone a chance to come out and
be heard. I will take the voices of
South Okanagan - West Kootenay
back to Ottawa to be heard in this
important, once-in-a-generation
debate that will start in the fall.”
Those unable to attend in person
who would still like to be part of
these important conversations can
send their views and ideas by email

to Richard.Cannings@parl.gc.ca
or by mail (Richard Cannings MP,
House of Commons, Ottawa, ON,
K1A 0A6; no postage necessary).
Community input provided at
these meetings will be forwarded
to both the Minister of Democratic
Reform and to the Special
Committee on Electoral Reform for
their due consideration. If residents
have any questions regarding any
of these Town Hall meetings, they
are invited to contact Cannings’
constituency office in Castlegar,
250-365-2792.

submitted
BC MP Richard Cannings
represents the South Okanagan-West
Kootenay, a large federal riding that
comprises many small communities.
Cannings decided that a bicycle trip
through the riding would give him
a unique and personal perspective
of the people, the environment, the
businesses and industries that make
up the riding.
The tour will use a combination
of rail trails and highways, starting in

Nakusp on August 24 and finishing
in Penticton on August 30. The
trails are an important attraction
for tourism and a key economic
driver for many small communities
throughout the riding.
“I enjoy riding these rail trails
myself, and one of the reasons for
this cycle trip is to highlight their
importance to the riding,” he said.
Cannings invites people to
ride sections of trails with him
as he travels from community to
community, and has scheduled
numerous coffee and meal breaks at
various points where the public could
meet him to share their concerns,
ideas and suggestions for the South
Okanagan-West Kootenay.
“The complete itinerary is
available on my website and includes
details of where and when to meet.
Please note that cyclists wishing to
join part of the tour are responsible
for getting themselves back to their
starting point.” Details are at www.
richard.cannings.ndp.ca.

Cannings to host electoral reform town halls

MP Richard Cannings
will Ride the Riding!

No plea for
Skey

by Katrine Campbell
Denver Skey, charged with two
counts of uttering threats to cause
death or bodily harm, did not enter
a plea in court August 8. The charges
arose from the incident that led to the
evacuation of Mt. Sentinel School
and cancellation of the graduation
ceremony in June.
Skey chose to be tried by judge
without a jury. His lawyer, Ken
Wyllie, was to present a summary
of the issues and witnesses in Nelson
court August 11. The judge will
decide at a preliminary hearing
whether there is enough evidence to
proceed to a full trial.

Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work,
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal
WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS

359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539
3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

Our valley’s green
grocer since 1990

• Fresh
• Organic
• Wholesome
1290 Hwy #6
Crescent Valley
250-359-7323
Open daily (Closed X’mas
& New Year’s day)

to be the voice for my constituents
and I can only do that if I listen, so
I am listening.”
MP Stetski can be contacted
at wayne.stetski@parl.gc.ca, 250354-2610 (phone), 250-354-2613
(fax), or House of Commons,
Ottawa, ON K1A 0A6.
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The committee can be contacted
at erre@parl.gc.ca, 613-947-3089
(fax), or Special Committee on
Electoral Reform, Sixth Floor,
131 Queen Street, House of
Commons, Ottawa ON K1A 0A6.
Visit parl.gc.ca/ERRE-e for more
information.
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Dear Lost Boys
Collective

If you are serious about wanting
feedback, please supply to this paper a
postal address and telephone contact. Not
everyone uses email! I have a brief letter
ready for you which I don’t think needs
to take up newsprint space.
Thanks!
Eleanor Quirk
New Denver

No fear of
nuclear power

Contrary to what Mr. Eichenauer
says in his letter to the editor in the
August 10 Valley Voice, there are
ethics-minded nuclear engineers, and
politicians to support them. In Canada,
we have developed the Candu reactors,
whose wastes cannot be used to make
bombs. Thirty-two of the world’s 438
reactors are Candus. They use natural,
from-the-mine uranium, saving the cost
of enriching it. You can safely hold a
fresh Candu fuel bundle in your hands.
I assume they are talking about a bundle
made from natural uranium because they
can also use spent fuel from another
reactor, slightly enriched uranium, breed
fuel from thorium, and burn weapons
grade plutonium (Wikipedia). They
are the most efficient of all reactors,
using 15% less uranium for each MW
electricity produced. They have a 60year life expectancy with refurbishing
after 30. Major components like fuel
channels are accessible for repairs when
needed. Maintenance and refueling can
be done during on power operation.
There is also the Enhanced Candu 6 for
small and medium sized electric grids.
They are ideal for replacing coal burning
power stations.
The Fukushima disaster exposed a
familiar legacy of poor design and corner
cutting (Wikipedia). The plant operator
failed to meet basic safety requirements
such as risk assessment. The Onagawa
set of three nuclear reactors was at
less than half of Fukushima’s distance
from the epicentre of the magnitude 9

earthquake that hit Japan in 2011. The
plant was remarkably undamaged by
the quake because it had a 14-metre-high
seawall around it, which the designer
insisted on being built, forcing the energy
company to build it.
Having shut down all but two of its
reactors, Japan now spends $37 billion
more a year on fossil fuels. At $50 per
barrel of oil, that is the equivalent of 740
million barrels of oil and is just short
of total Canadian oil sands production
of around 900 million barrels a year. It
would take a lot of carbon taxes to offset
that. I wondered why Angela Merkel
would order an en masse shutdown
of Germany’s reactors. Given that the
reactors were run by private energy
companies, they were operated for profit
with probably an ‘if it ain’t broke, don’t
fix it’ mentality. You can build nuclear
reactors to withstand the worst of natural
disasters, but human incompetence
destroys them.
To think that all nuclear reactors are
like Germany’s is doing an injustice to
reactors fighting global warming like
the Candus. After Chernoybl in 1986,
support for nuclear energy in Germany
turned negative. The immediate
result was to terminate research and
development in their nuclear program
while Atomic Energy Canada continued
with its R+D and developed the Candus.
If you have a problem accepting nuclear
energy go to: hiroshimasyndrome.com.
Ed Zak
Nakusp

Open letter to MLA
Katrine Conroy re:
chemtrails

For almost two months now there
have been no chemtrails. The skies have
been blue and clear and the clouds puffy
and delightfully normal. My digestion
healed, my sinuses cleared, my lips and
mouth no longer tasted of metals and I
thought: “Finally! They’ve stopped their
geoengineering and have seen sense.”
But no. On Friday, August 12, it
started again. Chemtrails are once again
lacing the sky leaving a strange haze and

EDITORIAL / LETTERS POLICY

The Valley Voice welcomes letters to the editor and community news
articles from our readers. Letters and articles should be no longer than
500 words and may be edited. We reserve the right to reject any submitted
material. Please mark your letter “LETTER TO THE EDITOR.” Include
your address and daytime phone number for verification purposes.
We will not knowingly publish any letter that is defamatory or libelous.
We will not publish anonymous letters or letters signed with pseudonyms,
except in extraordinary circumstances.
Opinions expressed in published letters are those of the author and not
necessarily those of the Valley Voice.
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3rd annual British car show
Sunday, Sept 11th 10 AM – 2 PM

430 Front Street, Kaslo, BC
250-353-7714

The Ingrid Rice cartoon is a satirical look at current events in politics and is sponsored by the Kaslo Hotel. The Hotel does not necessarily share the political views of the artist.

once again my joints ache, my digestion
is struggling and I am angry!
We need answers to this abusive
assault on our bodies and the
environment. The time for pretending is
over. I want answers!
Why is the government allowing
this? Who is behind this?
20 years ago when people started
talking about this, I thought they were
all fringe dwellers and neurotic. But
now there have been seminars about
chemtrails at Simon Fraser and many
doctors are labelling the symptoms I
suffer as ‘chemtrail flu.’
I trust and respect you Katrine and
I therefore request that you find some
real answers to this pollution. The metals
are poisoning the earth and us, and it
needs to come out into the open and be
discussed and not continually brushed
away as rumour.
Constance A De Blasi
Nakusp

Recent Ad: “Request
for Comments on
Residential Inclining
Block Electricity Rates”
For those of you who saw this ad and
who, like myself, wondered what the heck
this techno-jargon means… but suspected
it might be seeking public input regarding
our dramatic increase in BC Hydro rates
some of us have experienced the past few
years… and then went online to even be
more confused – yes, that is what this is
all about!

Indeed, if you seek out “all of
the documents related to this matter,”
found on the British Columbia Utilities
Commission website, be prepared to be
even much more confused and frustrated.
I am a professional biologist but I can
tell you that you will need a PhD and
several hours to understand really what
they are seeking from the public. Talk
about a public input process paid for by
the taxpayers designed to, in my opinion,
deliberately obfuscate, confuse and fail
in its intent.
My letter of complaint to the
Commissioner as to this flawed public
input process fell on deaf ears but they did
clarify, several days after the August 15
expiry date, what they meant by “Seeking
comments on Residential Inclining Block
Electricity Rates.” Here’s what they said:
Residential two-tier electricity rates:
Most residents in BC pay for electricity
on a two-tier rate (known as a residential
inclining block rate or a residential
conservation rate). Under the two-tier
rates, customers pay a lower price for
electricity consumed up to a threshold and
a higher price for electricity consumed
above the threshold. These two-tier rates
were implemented by BC Hydro and
FortisBC between 2008 and 2012. Before
the two-tier rates were implemented
residents in BC paid one price for all
electricity they consumed.
The BCUC’s RIB Rate Report
Process: The BC Minister of Energy and
Mines has asked the BCUC to report to
the Government on the impact of these
two-tier rates on customers in regions

without access to natural gas. We are
seeking comment from residents of BC
who do not have access to natural gas
and their awareness of ways to mitigate
any impacts. Comments are requested by
August 15, 2016.
BC Hydro and FortisBC will be filing
reports on September 16, 2016 with their
data on impacts. Parties with knowledge
of the residential inclining block rates can
become stakeholders. Stakeholders will be
given an opportunity to comment on the
utilities’ reports and on the BCUC’s draft
report to government.
More information about the process
is available at the following link:
http://www.bcuc.com/ApplicationView.
aspx?ApplicationId=506
Belatedly after this attempt at
clarification, they then sent me another
email stating they forgot to let me know
the deadline had been extended to
September 2. And, gee, then we can even
become ‘stakeholders’ once we get this
knowledge.
For me, it is a matter of BC Hydro
introducing a new two-tier rate that has led
to significant and unacceptable increases in
BC Hydro bills for some of us compared
to the single tier rate, and I gather this has
happened to many. They also want us to
provide suggestions/solutions. A good one
might be to stop bilking BC residential
customers to pay for huge overruns and
budget deficits engendered by the deferred
hydro costs the government recently
granted to mining companies.
Wayne P. McCrory
Hills
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New Denver council, August 9: Council doesn’t budge on plan for vault toilets
by Katrine Campbell
• Three people attended
the August 9 meeting to find
out how council would handle
the petitions and a letter against
the plans for a vault toilet at the
bottom of Sixth Ave (Main St.)
as part of the Trail Network
Connections Project. They were
disappointed and frustrated
after the petitions were received
with no action. At the end of
the meeting, the three – Ulli
Becker, Jill Parry and Kelley
Wright – asked why the mayor

and council wouldn’t change
their stance.
“Many people have
concerns,” said Becker. “I think
they should have a second
chance. I’m not happy with
it and I wish council would
reconsider.”
Mayor Ann Bunka said the
original plan for the Mori Trail
upgrades and trail connection
was approved after “lots of
discussions” with the public.
“We listened to a lot of
discussion. Council will not

be moved from its decision.”
She added she was surprised
there wasn’t a lot of attention
paid during the early stage of
planning.
CAO Bruce Woodward
also sounded frustrated when
he said “People are not coming
to council meetings, they’re not
reading agendas, they’re not
paying attention. Then when we
start implementing programs,
they say they didn’t know.”
Wright said she felt the
core of the problem was in

the language. “People didn’t
understand what a ‘vault’ toilet
is. They call them pit toilets.”
Parry suggested fundraising
to pay for the preferred option,
flush toilets at the Bosun Hall.
“We’d be delighted!” said
Bunka, “but we can’t guarantee
it will happen in the next couple
of years. The vault toilets are a
stopgap.”
• Bunka reported on her
recent activities. On July 29,
she rode with Kevin Richter,
assistant deputy minister from

by Jan McMurray
• Reports from BC Transit
show an increase in ridership
on the regional transit system.
In 2015-16, ridership was up
9.6% on the Kootenay Lake
West system, and 25% on
the Health Connection bus.
Revenue increased 6.2%, and
operating costs were up 4.4%.
Improvements to the
service are being requested
for 2017-18 and for 201819. In 2017-18, requested
improvements include: adding
one weekday morning peak trip
from Slocan to Nelson; adding
an additional service day on
Route 76 (Kaslo-Nelson);
and adding another NakuspNelson round trip per week
by extending the Nakusp-

Silverton route to Slocan, to
connect with the bus from
Slocan to Nelson. For 201819, the goal is to add one
weekday afternoon peak trip
between Nelson and Castlegar
on Route 99.
In mid-March 2015,
improvements were made to
Saturday service. Three more
round trips were added to the
Route 99 Kootenay Connector
between Nelson and Castlegar,
and one more round trip was
added to the Route 20 Slocan
Valley service.
• The board will work on a
framework for recreation and
parks services, specifically
to explore collaborative
implementation of the three
recreation master plans recently

completed (Area H, Slocan,
Silverton and New Denver;
Nelson and E and F; Castlegar
and I and J).
• The Area D Community
Wildfire Protection Plan will
be updated. The Province has
provided a grant of $13,800
towards the $30,000 project
cost.
• The RDCK will apply for
funding from the new Forest
Enhancement Society of BC
for operational fuel treatment
projects in seven locations:
Fauquier, Kokanee Provincial
Park, Bonnington Park, Nelson,
Riondel, Lister, and Kingsgate.
The Fauquier project would see
4.7 hectares treated, protecting
the water treatment plant. The
RDCK will request funding to

cover 100% of the cost of the
projects. If successful, the work
would begin in the fall/winter
of 2016 and spring of 2017.
• The RDCK board
is seeking a solution to the
problem of fire insurance for
rural BC homeowners. The
costs of the insurance are high,
and the restrictions put in
place by the Fire Underwriters
Survey make it difficult for
some rural homeowners
to get fire insurance. The
board wanted the Municipal
Insurance Association of BC
to investigate the feasibility
of providing home insurance
to BC residents. However, the
MIA has advised that they are
permitted to sell insurance to
local governments only.

by Art Joyce
The Ktunaxa Nation Council
is getting some help from the
Kootenay Presbytery of the
United Church of Canada in its
legal battle to stop the Jumbo
Resort development.
In what Kootenay Presbytery
Chair Greg Powell sees as a
landmark move, the church
is combining forces with the
Canadian Muslim Lawyers
Association and the South
Asian Legal Clinics of Ontario
to intervene on behalf of the
Ktunaxa in the upcoming
Supreme Court of Canada case.
A statement from the
Canadian Muslim Lawyers
Association explains: “As
lawyers of faith, we think it
is imperative that we assist in
the protection of fundamental
religious freedoms for other
faiths.” Lawyers are offering their
services pro bono in the case.

Although the Kootenay
Presbytery had already issued
a statement of support for the
Ktunaxa in 2012, the current
move goes beyond moral support.
Adding to the groundbreaking
nature of the case, the suit is
being argued on the grounds
of freedom of religion, and the
lack of full consultation with the
Ktunaxa. The duty to consult is
now a requirement in federal law
in land use decisions affecting
First Nations.
“It’s the first time the
Supreme Court of Canada will
hear a case that meets at that
intersection of rights – Charter
section 2(a), freedom of religion,
and Charter section 35, duty
to consult,” says Powell. “The
Ktunaxa claim that because
Jumbo is the home of a sacred
spirit, development would
displace that spirit.”
The Ktunaxa view the

Jumbo or Qat’muk valley as
home to ancestor spirits and
therefore a sacred place. For
Christians, the Jumbo Resort
development would be analogous
to desecrating a church site.
The Ktunaxa have stated
their opposition to development
in the Jumbo valley from the
beginning. There are other
indigenous nations involved but
the Ktunaxa claim they haven’t
been fully consulted.
The decision to join the legal
intervention effort was passed
unanimously at a Kootenay
Presbytery meeting held on
July 25. This followed from
the 2012 motion sent in a
letter to the Ktunaxa by then
Kootenay Presbytery Chair
Keith Simmonds stating that,
“Our Presbytery has directed
its executive to extend support
to the Ktunaxa assertion of
the sacredness of the Qat’muk

area…” It was presented to
Kathryn Teneese, Ktunaxa
Nation Council Chair.
Powell says this latest
initiative is part of the church’s
contemporary focus on social
justice, starting in 1986 when
the United Church of Canada
issued an apology to indigenous
nations for its role in colonialism.
In 1998, a new church moderator
issued an apology for the church’s
role in residential schools. “The
Judeo-Christian tradition is one
of reconciliation. We have a
theological tradition of making
mistakes and then making
amends, recognizing that it’s
part of the human story that
we’re going to make mistakes
at some point, that we can seek
forgiveness, and that it’s possible
to gain forgiveness.”
Ktunaxa Nation
spokespersons were unavailable
for comment by press time.

submitted
Come to a Family Fair Day
and the 30th anniversary of Expo
Park Celebration in Slocan City
on Saturday, September 3. The
Spirit of Slocan Community
Group invites everyone for a day
of fun and games.
The day will begin with a
pancake breakfast at 8 am at the
Legion Hall. At 10 am, the parade
will begin to proceed up Harold
Street to Giffin Avenue and on to

Expo Park. The parade is hosting
the Kootenay Kiltie Pipe Band,
vintage car and trucks, kids with
decorated bikes and pets, floats,
horses… just to name a few.
There may just be a ‘surprise’
celebrity guest to add more fun
in the parade!
At Expo Park, there will
be a celebration of the 30th
anniversary of the park with a
children’s carnival, games for
youth and adults, a market with a

great variety of vendors, a car and
truck and bike show, lots of music
and entertainment, and food.
The Spirit of Slocan
Community Group formed to
organize and implement various
volunteer projects designed to
improve the appearance, quality
of life and spirit within the
Village of Slocan. One such
endeavour is the landscaping and
outdoor gathering and visitation
place with a park like setting

especially for seniors in the
Wellness Centre and library and
cenotaph area. This may be a
three-phase project, depending
on fundraising.
The group holds a spring
Village-wide garage sale every
April.
The Family Fair Day is a
major undertaking for this small
group of volunteers. They hope
to attract people from throughout
the valley to the event.

RDCK board, August 18: West Kootenay Transit ridership is up

United Church joins Jumbo coalition in support of Ktunaxa

Spirit of Slocan welcomes all to first Family Fair Day

the Ministry of Transportation
and Infrastructure and some
local ministry staff on a tour
of Hwy 6 between Rosebery
and Silverton. She pointed out
where the road was sloughing
away towards the lake. They
then met with Nakusp Mayor
Karen Hamling, Silverton
Councillor Leah Main and
Village staff and discussed a
plan to fix the highway “with
the understanding that it could
not be done all at once.”
She added “it was good
to get them here – pushing on
a bruise seemed to help.” In
September at UBCM she will
meet with Minister Todd Stone.
On July 30, Bunka and
Councillor Heather Fox met
with MP Richard Cannings
and his wife Margaret and
toured the Nikkei Internment
Memorial Centre.
• Council approved the
recommendation of the Fire

Department Committee to
proceed with the purchase of a
triple combination fire engine
as per the proposal submitted
by Asphodel Fire Trucks Ltd.
• Council authorized the
mayor to sign the RCMP
Annual Performance Plan,
which outlines the Kootenay
Boundary Regional
Detachment’s performance
and planned activities.
• The Village will support
the RDCK’s grant application
for this season’s provincial
wood stove exchange program,
which provides residents with
financial assistance to offset the
cost of buying a new, efficient
wood stove.
• Council received for
information a report on the
Trail Network Connections
Project’s progress, the revenue
and expense report, Water
Smart Ambassador’s report
and second quarter staff report.
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Slocan council, August 8: Microhydro and seniors housing projects top of mind
by Barbara Curry Mulcahy
• Council decided the microhydro
and seniors’ housing projects are the
main issues to discuss with provincial
ministers at the UBCM (Union of
BC Municipalities) convention in
September. Mayor Jessica Lunn
commented that the microhydro
project “seems to be stuck” with
the Ministry of Forestry, Lands, and
Natural Resource Operations. She
said there had been “no movement for
a year and a half” to approve permits
for the project, and “we need to figure
out why.”

Council directed the CAO to find
out which minister Slocan should
meet with about accessing the recently
announced funding for affordable
housing.
• Council decided not to schedule
a private meeting with the Education
Minister to discuss rural schools.
Councillor Madeleine Perriere said
she thought council would just get
the run-around. She called the recent
process to close and then not close a
Valley school “really kind of bizarre.”
Mayor Lunn agreed and added, “The
negative impact on our subregional

community is huge – it’s devastating
for our valley.” She spoke about the
importance of maintaining support for
rural education “as opposed to a crisis
every three years.”
• Amendments to the zoning and
OCP bylaws to change the zoning
designation for the site of the proposed
seniors’ housing project from Parks,
Open Spaces & Institutional (P) to
Multi-Family Residential (R-3), and
to increase density in the R-3 zone to
49 units per hectare, were given first
two readings. Council will hold a
public hearing on the proposed bylaw
changes on September 12 at 6:30
pm. At the council meeting at 7 pm
that same night, council will consider
the completed Development Permit
Application for the seniors’ housing
project. Councillor Perierre reported
that MP Richard Cannings joined the
seniors’ housing society board for a
walk-about of the site on August 7.
• Slocan will host a ‘Quartet
meeting’ (Slocan, Silverton, New
Denver, and Area H) on August
24. The group will see if there are
common issues they can discuss in
meetings with provincial ministers
at UBCM. Mayor Lunn reminded
council about the petition in favour
of cell phone service council received
shortly after the last election and
suggested cell phone service might be
a common issue among the group. MP
Richard Cannings has been invited to
attend a barbeque after the Quartet
meeting.
• CAO Michelle Gordon reported
that the Job Creation Partnership (JCP)
project is going well. The project will
HILLS FOXFIRE
Seen recently by a local naturalist in
Hills: a birch stump glowing a soft bluegreen in the pitch black night. This
bioluminescence (called foxfire) is created
by a chemical reaction within a fungus
present in decaying wood. An enzyme
reacts with the compound luciferin (also
found in fireflies), causing it to oxidize
and emit light.
slocanlakess.com

enhance tourism by improving the
waterfront and campground. Steve
Whitby is managing the project.
Four participants have been trained
in tool and machine use, chainsaw
safety, first aid, and CPRC. They have
learned about wildfire mitigation.
They cleared and brushed out the Owl
Walk site and two new parking areas at
the beachfront; cleaned up the beach;
sanded, stained and assembled park
benches; weeded and pruned around
Expo Park; re-leveled paver stones
around two gardens; and bucked and
split firewood for the campground.
This is a training program and one
worker has already found a permanent
job elsewhere, so the Village plans to
hire a replacement. Mayor Lunn said
that the UBCM Small Communities
Forum has asked for ‘success stories’
and suggested that Slocan could
submit the JCP Owl Walk project as
a success.
• In her mayor’s report, Lunn
thanked staff for all their late night
work after a mudslide above the
water plant caused the Village to ask
residents to limit water use. Every
household was phoned. The Village
now has a directory listing name,
phone number, and address of each
resident.
Lunn also talked about the need
for bear awareness. Councillors
reported that a bear had been seen all
over town, at the grocery store, the
bakery, and the skate park. Councillor
Joel Pelletier said a resident had
complained to him that someone
had shot at the bear while kids were
playing in the skate park. CAO
Gordon said residents should be
directed to contact the RCMP in cases
like that.
• The Village will write a letter
to the British Columbia Utilities
Commission informing them that
Slocan should be listed as a community
that does not have access to natural gas.
BC Hydro and FortisBC have reduced
rates for customers in communities
without access to natural gas.
• Council agreed to post notice
of proposed changes to the liquor
license of the Slocan branch of the
Royal Canadian Legion. The Legion
recently fenced in an outdoor patio and
would like the area licensed. With the
new area, the Legion’s capacity will
increase to 100 people.

• The Village will write to the
Spirit of Slocan committee confirming
that the antique fire truck will be fixed
and able to be in the Labour Day
Parade on September 3. A plaque in
honour of the late Bernie Czelenski,
former mayor, will be installed at
Expo Park and dedicated at the event.
• The Village will write to the
prime minister supporting the City
of Victoria’s opposition to the Trans
Mountain Pipeline Expansion Project
and requesting that the project’s
application be denied.
• The Village will participate in
the RDCK’s 2016/17 Woodstove
Exchange program, which offers
rebates to people replacing old
inefficient woodstoves.
• Council allowed a memorial
bench to be placed at the Slocan
Cemetery. The bench will be
constructed by Public Works and the
$750 fee paid by Debbie Guerin.
• Not enough funds were raised to
paint a mural on the beach washrooms
this year, so council retracted the
$200 discretionary grant supporting
the project.
• About a dozen people have
signed up to buy rain barrels. The
Village needs to buy a minimum
of 100 barrels to go ahead with the
project. The CAO is getting the
word out that anyone in the valley is
welcome to sign up.
• During public participation,
a resident suggested that council
increase taxes on vacant land in order
to encourage development.

Ski track setter
found and
recovered

by Jan McMurray
The Valhalla Hills Nordic Ski
Club’s track setter has been found.
A local resident was out
enjoying the rail trail and spotted the
piece of equipment in a creek about
1.5 kilometres north of where it had
been stowed on the trail in Hills. It
appears that someone transported it
by quad and dumped it over the rail
trail bridge into the creek.
The track setter has been
recovered and is still usable.
It went missing around July 30
and was found about two weeks
later.

Notice

REQUEST FOR INFORMATION

Residential Property available For Sale
The RCMP is inquiring as to the immediate availability of residential property for sale
in New Denver or Silverton. Property should be in good condition, have a minimum
of 3 bedrooms and 2 bathrooms, with preference to a property built 1988 or later
and with a garage or detached out building.
Please provide street address, house and lot size, asking price; include Contact
Name and telephone number, and possibility for a viewing sometime in August, 2016.
Information must be received by Friday, August 12th, 2016 at 4:00 PM.
Send to: Leifka Vissers Cell: 604-318-4889 Email: Leifka.Vissers@pwgsc-tpsgc.gc.ca
This is only an inquiry as to the availability of the real property and RCMP or their agent will not
necessarily invite offers or acquire any of the said real property. RCMP reserves the right to
invite offers for this or similar projects from any of the interested vendors or any other vendors.

COMMUNITY

August 24, 2016 The Valley Voice

Silverton council, August 9:
Aboriginal acknowledgement questioned

by Dan Rixon
• Members of the public in
attendance at the meeting questioned
the aboriginal acknowledgement
that meetings are now opened
with. Concern was strongly voiced
regarding the possibility of it being
used in future land claims. Council
acknowledged concerns but pointed
out the non-specific wording and its
widespread use in local government.
• Council received Doug
Morrison as a delegation, who
presented his fears regarding acid
rock drainage from the Willa Mine.
Morrison is concerned about the
creation of a low-grade pyrite ore
tailings pond in the mine, its state
of repair, the possible damage from
sulphides leaking into the local water
supply, and the effects of climate
change on the long-term stability
and safety of the deposit. The BC
Environmental Office stated in 2003
that the project had the potential to
create acid rock drainage and metal
leaching. The mine is situated south
of Silverton in Area H. Council
advised Morrison to take his concerns
to RDCK Area H Director Walter
Popoff, the Ministry of Energy
and Mines, and the Ministry of
Environment.
• Councillor Main reported
that Kevin Richter, Ministry of
Transportation Assistant Deputy
Minister, accompanied New Denver
Mayor Bunka on a highways tour of
the area. Richter agreed that a multiyear plan is required to address the
issues, with initial focus on repairing
areas where there is serious erosion.
• The CAO reported that results
of grant applications for the Silverton
Gallery and playground projects will
be known in September. Tennis court
repairs have been completed, and the
Tennis Court Repair Committee will
disband at its next regular meeting.
• Mayor Clarke accepted an
invitation from the Spirit of Slocan
group to attend a Labour Day parade
and picnic in the Village of Slocan on

Attend a free Me Inc. workshop
at the Slocan Legion Hall on
Tuesday, September 8, 2016 at
2:00 pm

Saturday, September 3. The parade
will start on Harold Street at the old
mill site at 10 am.
• The 2015 annual report and
financial statements were adopted.
The report highlights council’s work
on asset management, including
eco-assets and the continuing work
on grant applications to re-open the
Silverton Gallery and improve Village
infrastructure. The Gas Tax Annual
Expenditure Report showed a balance
of over $370,000 in unspent funds.
Village finances remain healthy.
• The Kootenay Boundary
Regional Detachment RCMP 2016/17
performance plan was reviewed and
endorsed by council. The report
states that domestic violence remains
a significant problem and that the
RCMP is concentrating on property
crime and the proliferation of illegal
drug activity. The issue of road
safety has also been identified as a
community concern.
The Quarterly Crime Statistics
for the Slocan Lake area were
released in the mayor’s report and
corroborated the RCMP performance
plan findings, with assaults, sexual
offences, break and enters, thefts,
and drug investigations all up over
the year before.
• Council received
correspondence from the Local

WANTED
TO BUY:

CEDAR AND
PINE POLES
Brian Major
• 250-938-3900

Please contact:
Gormans Pole Division

250-547-9296
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Economic Development in BC 2016
Survey, which counted business
retention and expansion as priorities,
and lack of financial and human
resources the largest internal
challenges to rural BC communities.
• The BC Utilities Commission
(BCUC) is to report to the BC
government on the impact of BC
Hydro and Fortis BC’s residential
inclining block electricity rates on
customers without access to natural
gas. The commission is gathering
information from residential
customers regarding awareness of
the impacts and ways to mitigate
them. Contact BCUC by phone at
1-800-663-1385 or by e-mail at
Commission.Secretary@bcuc.com
• The Village public works
department hired a summer student
for eight weeks of training and work
experience through the 2016 Canada
Summer Jobs program.

Given the high black bear activity in the community, the Village of New Denver and WildSafeBC are urging residents to
secure their attractants and give the bears that are travelling through the village lots of space. Bears are attracted to a
property or community by a food source. Generally, if that food source is secured or removed, the bear will move on and
not become habituated. If a bear has become habituated to humans or food conditioned then the risk of human-wildlife
conflict can increase. Please learn these ways you can keep your neighbourhood safe and share the following with your neighbours:
Garbage
• Store garbage in a secure building until collection day or consider purchasing a bear-resistant household container.
• If you cannot store garbage securely, freeze smelly items and add to the bin only on the morning of collection.
Fruit
• Pick fruit daily as it ripens. Do not allow windfall to accumulate on the ground.
• Consider using electric fencing to protect your fruit trees.
• If you no longer want to manage your tree, consider replacement with a native, non-fruit-bearing variety.
Compost
• The key to a healthy compost is ensuring equal amounts of brown and green materials.
• Layer your greens, such as kitchen scraps and fresh grass clippings with no more than 10 cm of browns, such as dried leaves,
grasses, shredded newspaper and cardboard.
• Do not add fish, meat, fat, oils, un-rinsed eggshells or any cooked food.
• Add oxygen by turning regularly.
• Avoid overloading the compost in fruit season - freeze material and add gradually.
Pets and Pet Food
• Feed pets indoors.
• If pets are fed outside, ensure all food is cleaned up.
• Store pet food in a secure location or in a bear-resistant bin.
• Keep dogs on leash when walking them

Are you thinking of launching a start-up
or buying an existing business?
The Me Inc. workshop, offered by the
Basin Business Advisors Program, is
designed to help you explore options
and to answer some of your questions in
a 2-hour period.

Birdfeeders
• Use bird feeders only in the winter when bears are hibernating and natural bird food is limited.
• If you feed birds in bear season, consider the following steps to minimize your contribution to human-bear conflicts:
• Take bird feeders in at night
• Keep the ground underneath the feeders clean and free of bird seed
• Fill your feeders regularly with just a small amount of feed - this will decrease the reward a bear would receive if it does get
to your feeder

We will review:
• business types and legal structures
• the lifestyle of an entrepreneur
• common issues that cause failure
• how to research and plan
• the legal steps of starting a business
• financing options
• support resources and more…

Bear safety tips:
If you see a bear and it doesn’t see you: slowly back away from the bear. If you have a dog with you make sure it is on a leash
and remains quiet. Never turn and run.
If you see a bear and it sees you: Stop. Do not scream or run. If you have a dog make sure it is leashed and not barking. Take
a step backwards. Do not stare directly at the bear - the bear may see this as an act of aggression. If the bear does not approach,
slowly back out of the area and give the bear plenty of space. If the bear follows you - stop and speak in a low calm voice. When
the bear stops - continue to back away. Report all encounters to 1-877-952-7277.
The vast majority of bear encounters end with the bear leaving. In the rare case when the bear does approach or even more rarely
when it attacks it is important that you know how to react. Watch the “Staying Safe in Bear Country” video to get the full story on
how best to survive a human-bear encounter.
Think about what the long-term outcomes could be from your present interactions with wildlife. Do not gather around bears or stop
for photos; if you observe this happening please encourage people to move out of the area. For more information on attractant
management and bear safety go to www.wildsafebc.com or call your WildSafeBC Community Coordinator at 250-354-8120 or
email newdenver@wildsafebc.com.
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KASLO & AREA

Kaslo council, August 9: Water main break occurs over long weekend
by Jan McMurray
• During the week of July
25-August 3, there were two water
system emergency incidents in
Kaslo. In the Hale subdivision (arena
area), residents were on a Boil Water
Advisory because an animal got into
a secondary reservoir. The second
incident was more serious – there
was a water main break between

We have a great supply of adult
colouring books in-store now.
Colouring cards and pencils too!
Open every day.

250.353.2566

408 Front Street, Kaslo, BC
www.figmentscanada.com

the water treatment plant and the
compressor. The CAO reported
that Public Works had difficulty
accessing the area to do the repair,
so they will be addressing this access
problem. Compressor equipment
of somewhere between $5,000 and
$10,000 had to be purchased to repair
the break. The existing purchasing
policy restricts the CAO and foreman
to expenditures of $5,000; this policy
will be reviewed.
• Council agreed to set up a
meeting with North Kootenay
Lake Arts & Heritage Council,
the Chamber of Commerce, and
interested businesses to discuss the
issue of public toilets downtown. The
CAO assured council that “interested
businesses” would be contacted and
invited.
• Mountain King Services has
asked for a Temporary Licence
of Occupation for two parking
stalls in front of the take-out food
establishment. CAO Smith has
informed the owner by letter that the
base annual cost per parking space is
$500. There is also a one-time $100
application fee.
• A letter from Sheila Clare brings
council’s attention to the potholes on
4th Street, and requests either paving
of the street from the highway down
to Birch Ave as well as of Birch Ave,
or to return 4th Street to a proper dirt
road until paving is possible. This

David Hugh
Herbison

November 19, 1947July 12, 2016
David Hugh Herbison was
born on November 19, 1947 in
Comox, B.C., the third child
and only son of Agnes and Hugh
Herbison. He died suddenly and
unexpectedly on July 12th.
David’s childhood was spent on the B.C. coast and in Nelson, but from
the age of 14, Argenta was his permanent home. He attended Jewett School
and the Argenta Friends School. After attending Selkirk College David worked
for the Vancouver Children’s Aid Society, at a transition house for troubled
teenagers. The job equipped him with excellent inter-personal skills and
deepened his compassion for humanity, qualities that informed his attitude
and actions for the rest of his life.
From an early age, music was an important part of David’s life. He was
an accomplished boy soprano, and throughout his adult life sang as a tenor,
enjoying both classical and traditional folk music. He was frequently heard in
performances of Handel’s Messiah and sang the roles of Rudolfo in Puccini’s
La Boheme and Tamino in Mozart’s Magic Flute with the Nelson Community
Opera, and performed several lead roles in productions of Gilbert and Sullivan
operettas in Argenta. He also enjoyed making music with his daughters and accompanied their fiddle tunes on guitar, often playing at local events and dances.
He served as the Argenta Postmaster for 13 years, and whether as Postmaster, president of the Community Association, neighbour or friend, David
was always interested in people, was a sympathetic listener, kindly to everyone
and generous with his time. People loved David, and so did animals – he
raised goats for many decades, and it was not uncommon to see David in the
company of several goats and at least one dog. He was an enthusiastic hockey
player, and his Sunday afternoon games were a highlight of his week. He was
a central and beloved figure in the Argenta community.
David is survived and greatly missed by his partner Noémi Kiss, his
daughters Brynne, Vida and Poppy, his former wife Rachel Ross, his sisters
Kathie, Wendy, Brenda and Nancy, his
nieces and great nieces and nephews.
A celebration of David’s life will
be held at the Argenta Community
Hall on September 2nd at 3:00 pm.
All are welcome.

letter was referred to Committee of
the Whole Finance.
• The CAO reported that there
had been significant floor damage
at the library from two recent flood
events. The insurer has assessed
the damage to be under $10,000
in value, with $5,000 deductible.
Council agreed to withdraw $5,000
from the Contingency Reserve Fund,
established in 2014, to cover the
deductible. Council also agreed to
replenish the Contingency Reserve
Fund in 2017. The CAO asked
council to consider whether or not
$10,000 is enough for this fund, as
there is a $25,000 deductible on more
major repairs.

• The Village nominated the
Langham Cultural Centre Provincial
Heritage Site as a Japanese Historic
Place. This is a Heritage BC program.
• A delegation from the Kootenay
Smoke Free Coaliton attended to ask
council to consider creating a smokefree bylaw. The coalition would
help the Village develop the bylaw
and create an information/education
campaign. Council took no action on
this issue at this meeting.
• Council was advised that the
first of two 2016/17 installments
of Community Works (gas tax)
funds would soon be transferred to
the Village. This first installment is
almost $48,000.

• Council was notified of its
$333,981 Small Community Grant
from the Province.
• The Village will continue to
participate in the provincial Wood
Stove Exchange program.
• Mayor Hewat was appointed as
the Municipal Insurance Association
representative for Kaslo. Councillor
Glorioso was appointed as the
alternate representative.
• Council received a letter of
congratulations from the Public
Health Agency of Canada on
receiving the Age Friendly BC
Recognition Award. Mayor Hewat
commented that the award was
presented about a year ago.

by Jan McMurray
The Kaslo Saturday Market was
able to sign on to the Farmers’ Market
Nutrition Coupon program this year.
The program provides $15 worth
of coupons to 20 recipients from
the Kaslo area every Saturday. The
coupons are redeemable for fresh
food at the Kaslo Saturday Market,
and at any participating farmers’
market in the province.
“We’re really happy to be part of
it,” said Patrick Steiner, Food Security
Coordinator at the Kaslo Food Hub.
“It’s great for the recipients – they get
$15 worth of fresh food per week for
16 weeks, so that’s $240 worth over
the course of the summer. And it’s
great for the farmers – we put $300
extra into the Farmers’ Market with
the coupons every week. So it works
well for everyone.”
The program is focused on
providing food of high nutritional
value to lower-income families,
pregnant women, and seniors. “That’s
a stipulation of the program,” explains
Steiner. “So even though there are
other deserving people, we can only
give the coupons to people from those
three groups.”
To sign up, the local farmers’
market must be a member of the BC
Association of Farmers’ Markets
and must partner with a community
organization that is working on
food issues. The community partner
hands out the coupons to people
participating in its food programs.
Steiner explained that the Kaslo
Market and Food Hub tried to sign
on a couple of years ago, but they
were put on a waiting list because
the program was full. This year,

the Province provided $1 million in
extra funding to the program. Steiner
says it’s thanks to the extra funding
that Kaslo and five other Kootenay
farmers’ markets were accepted into
the program.
Last year, when Kaslo was still
on the waiting list, the Food Hub
decided to run its own market coupon

program. Steiner said they received
funding from the Community Fund of
North Kootenay Lake and were able
to provide $10 per week per recipient.
The program has been in place
since 2012, and has been funded by
the Ministry of Health. This year’s
extra $1 million was provided by the
Ministry of Agriculture.

submitted by IH
Kaslo area residents will be
able to make doctor appointments
on Saturdays and Sundays as of
September 3 and 4.
Emergency department hours,
however, remain the same: Monday
to Friday, 9 am-5 pm.
The expansion to the current
weekday service at the primary care
clinic at Victorian Community Health
Centre is made possible through an
agreement reached between local
physicians, the Doctors of BC (BC
Medical Association), and Interior
Health.
Under the agreement, the
weekend service will start Saturday,
September 3, and be trialed for
a four-month period. Following
the trial period, Interior Health
and the physicians will evaluate
the service based on how often
weekend primary care is being used
to determine whether or not it should
continue into the future.
Individuals who wish to book an
appointment to see their doctor on

the weekend should contact Health
Centre staff at 250-353-2291 ext.
5 during regular weekday business
hours (9 am-5 pm, Monday to
Friday). Weekend access to the
health centre will be through the
upstairs entrance to the site (off 7th
Street).
There will also be access to
some walk-in appointments for
unexpected medical issues on
weekends. Depending on the number
of booked appointments and sameday patients, physicians may not
be able to see all patients who
come to the health centre without
an appointment. All efforts will be
made to accommodate patients, but
Interior Health urges people to book
appointments whenever possible.
Kaslo and area residents who
require emergency care outside
regular weekday Emergency
Department hours should call 9-11. If individuals are unsure of their
care needs, they are encouraged to
call HealthLink BC at 8-1-1 (24 hour
service), to speak to a nurse.

submitted
The Kaslo and Area Medical Care
Society (KAAMCS) invites you to
its pre-AGM showing of ‘The Grand
Seduction’ at 7 pm, September 10 at the
Langham Theatre in Kaslo.
This Canadian award-winning
comedy film is about the townsfolk
of Tickle Head, Newfoundland,
tricking a big-city physician into
living and practicing in their small
fishing community. The society’s board
members say they think showing this
film might encourage volunteers and
help achieve the goal of providing
24/7/365 medical care services in the
community. There is no charge.
The society also invites all to join
them for their first AGM on September
22 in the United Church at 7 pm. There
will be a vote on several bylaw changes
to make it conform to the new BC

Society Act. If you can devote some time
to volunteer as a board member or to help
with fundraising, or can suggest ideas on
how to attract doctors to live here, you
are encouraged to attend the AGM.
It’s also time to renew your
membership, or become a new
member; the cost is $10/year, sustaining
membership $100/year, students are
free. The society will soon launch its
corporate sponsorship program. Annual
sponsorships start at $100 for bronze,
$500 silver, gold $2,000, and platinum
$5,000. The funds raised will go to
expenses such as rent, renovations and
equipment purchase.
Send a cheque to Box 1215, Kaslo,
BC, V0G 1M0. Any donations in excess
of $10 will receive a tax deductible
receipt. If you have any questions, please
email: kaslomed@yahoo.ca, or call 250353-7755.

Kaslo Saturday Market participates in coupon program

• Fresh Meat Cut Daily
• Fresh & Frozen Seafood
• Freezer Packs
• Deli Sandwiches to go
• Awesome Cheese Selection
• Fresh & Smoked Sausage
• Smoked Salmon
• Awesome Beef Jerky
• Custom Cutting
• Weekly Instore Specials

Kaslo primary care clinic to open on weekends

Newfoundland film shows Kaslo how to get a doctor
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Microhomes present solution to housing affordability
by Jan McMurray
An emerging solution to the
problem of housing affordability
is the ‘microhome.’ One of these
homes is currently being built
in New Denver by Small House
Innovation out of Argenta.
Small House Innovation owner
Chandler Rogers started out as a
timber framer in Meadow Creek. “I
loved working with wood but I got

tired of building huge homes that
were often wasteful and left empty
much of the time.” He decided to
start his own company in hopes of
attracting a clientele that shared his
love of wood and small house living.
With the economy the way it
is, Rogers thinks tiny homes are
catching on in a big way. “As the
boomers approach retirement, they
are realizing they can’t afford that

This 360-square-foot microhome is being built in New Denver by
Small House Innovation out of Argenta.

‘Mediterranean’ photography
exhibit at Studio Connexion
submitted
Patrizia Menton’s fine art
photography exhibition ‘Mediterranean’
runs from August 30 to September 17 at
Studio Connexion Gallery in Nakusp.
The opening reception will take place
Friday, September 2 from 5 to 8 pm.
Menton was born in Italy and grew
up there and in Germany. Not long after
her post-secondary schooling in Milan,
she moved to Canada and chose Hills
as her home. There, she discovered her
passion for photography, leading to her

Terra Cotta Pots, by Patrizia Menton.

study of print making in Vancouver.
She has exhibited in Italy and
Canada, and her work has been
published in two photographic books.
‘Mediterranean’ will be her second
solo show at Studio Connexion Gallery.
The first, ‘Women,’ was a beautiful
series of photographs of women from
countries around the world. Curator
Anne Béliveau says she was really
pleased when the artist accepted her
second invitation.
Menton explained the new show
gives a special focus to the Italian and
French Mediterranean region, its light
and colours. She has compiled a large
archive of photographs over many
winters immersed in this Mediterranean
landscape, and is particularly fond of
architecture and drawn to the beauty of
intimate details.
Studio Connexion Gallery, at 203
Fifth Ave NW, is an official venue of
the ALFA Art Walk. Open Tuesday
to Saturday from 11 am to 4 pm;
private appointments can be arranged
by calling 250-265-3586 or -8888.
Follow the gallery at facebook.com/
studioconnexion.

big retirement home anymore,” he
said. The low dollar, coupled with
the new building code requirements
have sent construction costs through
the roof.
Although the construction cost
per square foot for a microhome are
higher than for a larger home, the
total building costs are obviously
much lower. And due to high energy
efficiency, the operating costs of a
microhome are much lower, as well.

The building code and municipal
bylaws are a source of frustration
when designing and building
microhomes, Chandler says. “It’s
too bad they can’t get ahead of the
curve a bit. These houses have a
very small carbon footprint – they
should be making it easier to build
them. But instead, because the code
is written for larger residences, it’s
often challenging to make it work
for smaller spaces.”

9

According to Chandler, design
and planning work are key to
building a small house that works for
the clients and comes in on budget.
“Due to limited space, it’s important
to understand the lifestyle of the
occupants. With no extra space, it’s
critical to ensure that everything
fits. Downsizing is often a part of
this process.”
www.
Check out
smallhouseinnovation.com.
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Volunteers provide warm welcome for cold skiers
by Katrine Campbell
Twenty years after it was
built, the replica Kaslo & Sandon
railway station in Sandon will
finally be put to use.
The grand reopening of
the K&S station as a winter
warming shelter took place
August 20. The afternoon and
evening celebration included
historical guided walks, a kids’
scavenger hunt, a family bike
ride, and a K&S mountain trail
bike ride for more experienced
riders. Participants were asked
to bring a contribution for a
potluck, and Freya (Martine
DenBok and Noel Fudge)
provided the music.
The building was constructed
in 1996, one of the historic
structures rebuilt in an aborted
effort to bring the ghost town
back as a tourist attraction.
It is owned by the Province,
and Mike Koolen of the North
Slocan Trails Society says
there was no problem getting
permission to use it. Volunteers
installed several church pews
from the Turner Memorial
Church in New Denver, tables

and chairs, and a woodstove.
The society will co-manage
the shelter with Recreation Sites
and Trails BC, and will look
after the maintenance.
“The building was boarded
up for 20 years,” Koolen says.
“Frank Barnes was grooming
the trail in winter, with the help
of the society and the Valhalla
Hills Nordic Ski Club. We found
a lot of people were coming
up to cross-country ski, so we
looked into opening the building
as a warming shelter.”
Eventually, the society plans
to install lighting for those dark
winter afternoons. Members
want to promote the historical
value as well, with old photos
on the walls and artifacts on
display.
Whether you’re skiing,
hiking, biking, sledding or
quadding, the K&S Station
shelter is available for you to
rest and warm up. It’s not set up
for overnight use, though, and as
it’s part of the community – the
neighbours will be keeping an
eye on it.
Koolen paid tribute to the

volunteers, particularly Sandon
resident Frank Barnes and Cody

resident Rob Kozarchuk for all
the work they put in, as well as
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the Columbia Basin Trust for
funding.

The grand opening of the historic K&S Railway Station in Sandon was held August 20 with music by Freya. The building has a new
life as a warming/ rest shelter for people enjoying outdoor activities.

Rosebery Regatta
Labour Day Monday

Rosebery Regatta – the annual homemade
toy boat race in Rosebery Bay!
Keep the zany spirit of the Rosebery Regatta alive by
building a boat and joining in the fun! Parents - please
accompany your children under 12.
Family Fun for one and all!
There will be a variety of Race Classes!
Rain or Shine! Bring lifejackets, lunch or snacks, an assorted
fix-it kit and prepare to indulge in nautical antics! Come on out
for one or all races to win the: Rosebery Cup, the Commodore’s
Cup and other possible assorted maritime prizes.

The highlight of the social season in the
Silvery Slocan!!!
The one and only Rosebery Regatta, Rosebery Bay,
Labour Day, Mon. Sept. 5, 2016
Trials beginning around 11 am. In accordance with Regatta
tradition the decision of the judges may be final - depending on
incentives offered!
The Commodores’ Contingent gratefully acknowledges the
support of our Corporate Sponsor - The Valley Voice.

New Denver resident Richard James was the star of this year’s West Kootenay Glacier Challenge MS Bike Tour held August
20-21. Here he is with his wife, Barbara, who has MS. Although he wasn’t able to finish the tour this year because of severe
dehydration, James topped the list of 93 participants in the amount of money raised in pledges – $14,150! He thanks his
supporters, who “rose to the occasion” to help him surpass his fundraising goal of $10,000. For finishing first in the fundraising,
he receives a bicycle donated by Norco and will have the honour of leading the 2017 riders out of the gate. This year’s West
Kootenay bike tour raised $114,242 for MS research.
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Another successful Valhalla Fine Arts season comes to an end
by Jan McMurray
It was another great season for
the Valhalla Fine Arts programs in
New Denver-Silverton this summer.
These arts programs bring topnotch instructors to the community,
offering exceptional opportunities
for participants – and the public
performances are a treat for all who
attend.
The theatre, dance, and Music
Explorer programs took place in
July. The Suzuki Valhalla Institute
(SVI) program ran the first week of
August, followed by the Valhalla
Summer School of Music (VSSM)
the second week of August.
About 60 children participated in
the dance and theatre programs, 12 in
the Music Explorers program, 100 in
the Suzuki program, and almost 100
in the VSSM program.
The Suzuki camp filled to
capacity much earlier than usual
this year. “It’s become very popular,”
commented Miranda Hughes of SVI.

The age of the participants in the
Suzuki program ranges from 4 to 17.
Hughes reports that the chamber
music program, oriented to more
advanced teens, was 50% bigger this
year than ever before.
The Suzuki Valhalla Institute
(SVI) offers core classes in violin,
viola, and cello. Core string faculty
are all members of the Suzuki
Association of the Americas and have
taken training in Suzuki pedagogy
specific to their instrument. “They
have also demonstrated that they
are highly creative and are curious
and collegial, sharing ideas freely
and always exploring new ideas,”
added Hughes.
Erin Burkholder, raised in New
Denver, joined the SVI faculty this
year as a piano accompanist and
chamber music coach. She completed
her first two Suzuki teacher training
courses while attaining her degree
in violin performance at McGill
University. She will be attending

New England Conservatory in
Boston to attain her Masters degree

submitted
The upcoming Hike or Bike for
Housing and updates on the Slocan
housing project will highlight the
Slocan Valley Seniors’ Housing
Society’s AGM September 13 at
Passmore Lodge.
“We’ve moved so far on the
Slocan project. We’re shovel ready
if funds come through, and now
the community is preparing to
hike or bike to help raise money
for the new housing,” said society
president Rita Moir. “We are proud
to run Passmore Lodge and its
success punctuates the need for
more seniors’ housing. There are
only 20 units in the Slocan Valley,
where half the population is over
50 years old.”
Along with many housing
societies in BC, the Slocan Valley
group has applied for new funds
that have opened up through BC
Housing, the first available for
projects of this type in many years.
“We’ve done our homework,
we’ve put in a very solid
application, we have the support
of all our local, provincial and
federal representatives,” said Moir.
“We’re hopeful, but the competition
and need is fierce for this first round
of funds. We’re in this for the long

term and it may take time.”
The Village of Slocan has
helped the society move forward
with all necessary steps toward
rezoning land for the 12 units to be
built behind the Slocan Library and
Wellness Centre, an ideal spot in the
middle of the village.
“It’s support from the local
people that keeps us going,” said
Moir. “We are running Passmore
Lodge, doing all the work to move
forward with Slocan, and organizing
the Hike or Bike for Housing on
the Slocan Valley Rail Trail from
September 30 to October 2.
“We have fantastic hikers
and bikers like Lydia Kania, Don
Currie, Corky Evans, and we
expect a special appearance by
Betty Windsor herself in her finest
walking tweeds and crown. We
have a great website at www.
svhousing.ca where people can
sign up to hike or bike or to make
pledges. Or people can call me
at (250) 226-7759 and we’ll get
pledge sheets to them.
“Now we’d love people to
come to the AGM, for the social
with food and photos at 6 pm, and
then for the meeting at 7 pm. The
public’s involvement is crucial to
our success.”

combine teaching Suzuki violin with
playing in a major orchestra.

The Valhalla Fine Arts Drama and Dance programs were held in July in New Denver-Silverton, with performances on July 15 and 22. About 60 children aged 6-15 participated,
benefitting from professional instruction by actors Julie Lynn Mortensen and Mark Kunji Ikeda, and dancers Glynis Waring and Slava Doval. The Music Explorers program also
ran in July with 12 participants aged 4-6, with instruction by professional singer and music educator Kelly Cobrough and New Denver resident Julia Greenlaw.

The Suzuki Valhalla Institute’s ‘Tutti Night,’ an informal event that epitomizes what the Suzuki community is all about. Everyone gathers at Silverton Hall,
where an orchestra is formed out of faculty, alumni, string-playing parents, visiting observer-teachers and interested members of the local community. The
shared common repertoire of Suzuki music gives students a common language that allows for this sort of inclusive instant concert to take place.

Seniors’ Housing Society
promotes Hike or Bike at AGM

and will continue her Suzuki teacher
training. Ultimately she would like to
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Kaslo and New Denver Community
Pharmacys
ENTER TO WIN!
Enter our draws to
win free entry to
any KOOTENAY
SUFFERFEST
event!
Draw date: Tuesday, August 30
at 3:00 pm at both pharmacys
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Deep ideas in a humorous story: book launch at Knox Hall
submitted
Can philosophy really exist in
the 120-character Twitterverse?
Is it possible to engage deep ideas
in the context of a funny comingof-age story? Ken Clatterbaugh, a
retired philosophy professor from
Port Townsend, Washington, thinks
so. He will launch his novel, The
Freedom of Will, at New Denver’s
Knox Hall on September 6 from 7
to 9 pm.
William James ‘Will’ Tillit,
the story’s protagonist, is an
abandoned child from east Texas
raised by his loving aunt and uncle,
devout evangelical siblings who
are determined to do their best by
their young nephew. Will has his
own conversations with God, but
his god sounds nothing like that
of his guardians. Will’s deity is
insightful, but he’s also sarcastic,
and downright grouchy.
Needless to say, Will keeps
these conversations to himself. His
name in the book’s title is a double
entendre on a key concept debated
by philosophers for millennia, but
the focus here is on a well-told story.
“On the one hand, the novel is
a fun, light read,” says editor Kevin
Miller. “On the other hand, it doesn’t
shy away from deep philosophical
and theological debate, and the
humorous characters and situations
leaven things just enough so that
such moments do not feel heavyhanded or contrived.”
The day arrives for Will to leave
home and make his own way in the
world. His ticket out? A job at the

Bible-inspired Galilee Theme Park
in west Texas, run by none other
than Reverend Shister. But Will’s
passage to Galilee is far from a
simple A to Z trip. Sidelined by a
tornado, a beautiful young woman,
and a group of religious doomsday
preppers bent on surviving – or
ushering in – Armageddon, Will
comes to realize that perhaps faith,
like life, is not about the destination;
it’s about the journey.
The Freedom of Will is an
absurdly comic coming of age tale
about falling in and out of faith
and how we come to be who we
are through the influence of those
around us. Whether kindly aunts and
uncles, a possibly atheistic hamster,
lesbian nuns committed to social
justice, likeable convicted felons,
or a gourmet chef who claims to get
his recipes from outer space, there’s
something to learn from everyone, if
only we have the grace to accept the
people life throws our way, and the
will to listen.
Ken Clatterbaugh has always
been interested in the dynamic
interplay between religion, society,
and philosophy. He channelled
that interest into a 46-year career
as a professional philosopher,
most recently at the University
of Washington. Over the years,
he has authored a monograph on
Leibniz, two editions of a book on
masculinity in modern culture, and
a book on causation in 17th century
philosophy. Now retired, he believes
that people learn best by thinking
carefully about the reasons they

cherish certain ideas and by never
forgetting to find the humour around
them.
Ken and his wife Linda live
in Port Townsend, a seaport artist
community and shipbuilding town
located on the Quimper Peninsula

and have enjoyed summers in
the Slocan Valley for the past 26
years. They share their home with
a sometimes loving, often cranky
cat named Sidney and the ghosts of
many dogs, cats, guinea pigs, and a
cockatiel, all of whom lived to a ripe

old age and made Ken and Linda
laugh and cry.
The Freedom of Will is Ken’s
first novel.
To order the book online
visit friesenpress.com/bookstore/
title/119734000024293577.

Ward Taylor of the New Denver Community Pharmacy donates $ to the Slocan Community Health Centre Auxiliary. The funds were raised
through the pharmacy’s ‘Sign the Sign’ fundraiser, where over 400 people signed the back of the pharmacy’s beautiful wooden sign. The
pharmacy donated $2 for every signature collected. The sign doubles as a time capsule!

Remarkable Jewelry and Bags
Fun Home Decor and Clothing

318 Broadway St. Nakusp, BC 250-265-3288
Guest
House

Kootenay Savings New Denver branch hosted a barbecue July 9 and raised $1,101.10 for the Slocan Community Health Centre Auxiliary Society
toward the purchase of a floor lift. Pictured are Valerie Piercey, Amy Mori, Leanne Robson, Agnes Emery, Thelma Fox, branch assistant manager
Johanna Ratynski, Tonio Bachrach, Barb Lahner, Diane Andrews, and KSCU member service rep Emma Calles.

Participants of all ages enjoyed a Wild Day field trip to Fish Lake on August 13 where the focus
was on the Western Toad migration, bear behaviour, and the secret life of bugs. Wild Days is a
program sponsored by Slocan Lake Stewardship Society made possible by a contribution from
the Slocan Valley Community Legacy Fund.

NAKUSP & THE ARROW LAKES
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Community forests series, part 5: Nakusp and Area Community Forest (NACFOR)
by Art Joyce
Nakusp has historically relied on
logging as its main economic generator,
so downturns in the industry and the
closure of Interfor’s local operations were
major blows to its economy. One of the
ways the Village responded to this crisis
was to create a community forest. Since
then the Nakusp and Area Community
Forest (NACFOR) has maintained a goal
of providing opportunities to keep locals
employed. Of all the community forests
profiled in this series, NACFOR has the
most traditional structure – a for-profit
company with the Village of Nakusp as
its sole shareholder.
NACFOR received its 25-year
community forest license from the
Ministry of Forests and Natural Resource
Operations in 2011 following successful
completion of its five-year probationary
licence. Managed by True North Forestry,
NACFOR is governed by an eightmember Board of Directors appointed
by the Village of Nakusp Council
and representatives of the RDCK.
Taxpayers have a voice in NACFOR
operations through their elected Council,
and indirectly the Board, but are not

Nakusp to
receive $10,000
Rural Dividend

submitted
The Village of Nakusp will receive
$10,000 from the BC Rural Dividend
program. The money will be used for
the Nakusp Hot Springs Marketing and
Tourism Action Development Plan, “to
develop a business case for a project to
make the Nakusp Hot Springs a tourist
destination and revitalize the tourism
sector.”
The grants are intended to help
small communities develop projects to
diversify and strengthen their economies.
A total of $464,294 was distributed
by the Province in the first intake for
the program’s project development
stream. This funding stream provided a
maximum of $10,000. Final decisions
on project applications for the program’s
other two funding streams – single
applicants (up to $100,000) and
partnerships (up to $500,000) – will be
announced in September 2016.
A second intake of the BC Rural
Dividend will run from October 3 to 31,
2016. Applicants are advised to check
for the updated program guide online
at www.gov.bc.ca/ruraldividend in
September, as eligibility requirements are
being reviewed as part of a continuous
improvement process. Any revisions
will be made to the BC Rural Dividend
program guide before the second intake.
For more information, go to www.
gov.bc.ca/ruraldividend.

Coroners Service identifies
body found near Shelter Bay

submitted
The BC Coroners Service has
confirmed a man found deceased on the
shore of Upper Arrow Lake on August
6 was Leslie Raymond Wetselaar, aged
69, of Revelstoke. His body was found
by a party of boaters, who were looking
to beach their boat about three kilometres
north of the Shelter Bay boat launch.
Wetselaar went missing on April 20
while swimming from the Centennial
Park boat launch in Revelstoke.

shareholders. Included in its licensed
tenure is the Slewiskin (McDonald
Creek) drainage, the south side of the
Box-Summit Lake highway corridor,
and small areas in the Fosthall, Galena
Bay, Wilson Creek, Kuskanax Creek
and Wensley Creek areas. Its mission is
to strive “to balance ecological, social
and economic values in a manner that
optimizes benefits for communities of
the Arrow Lakes and the Province of
BC.”
NACFOR Manager Frances Swan
and Chief Forester Hugh Watt responded
to the same list of questions we asked the
other community forests in the region.
What is your Community Forest’s
position on value-added manufacturing
in the community?
We are a remote community, so
anything we can do to manufacture
logs near to our community helps the
community and the community forest.
We think that there are some niche
products and wood-based industry that
could be successful here and it is very
important to support what existing
industry we have locally.
Besides just revenue, explain in
what ways your community forest has
returned value to your community.
NACFOR contributes to the local
economy by hiring local contractors and
supporting local businesses, provides
wood to local manufacturers, provides
grant funding and firewood donations to
community groups, has partnered with
local organizations and other funders
to construct three recreation trails in the
community forest area, and works with
local stakeholders to address non-timber
values such as mushroom habitat and
recreational opportunities.
We collaborated with Selkirk
College, Arrow & Slocan Lakes
Community Services and School District
10 on community initiatives, including
the Bladerunners program (2014),
the Logger Training Initiative (2016),
two ASLCS firewood projects, and
a local workshop ‘Making Positive
Change in the Local Forest Economy’
(2013). NACFOR recently formed a
partnership with School District 10 to
“expand and develop hands-on learning
opportunities and place-conscious
project-based learning experiences with
educators throughout SD 10.” Hundreds
of students have planted trees on the

community forest, participated in the
Reconciliation Through Art project
(cedar bark weaving), hiked the trails,
and learned about forest management.
NACFOR supports NSS graduates each
year through a scholarship and bursary
program and our website has a directory
of resources for forestry education. For
the past three years, we’ve worked with
students from the Selkirk College Forest
Technology program in Castlegar to
facilitate field lab assignments on the
community forest. This partnership
supports NACFOR’s strategic goal to
provide training opportunities for entrylevel forest workers and youth.
Do you think the government needs
to revisit the mandated AAC aspect of
the legislation? What alternate criteria
would you propose for a successful
community forest tenure?
Legislated AAC is necessary for
all types of forest tenures to ensure
overcutting doesn’t occur on public
lands. However, a minimum AAC could
be established for community forests
considering a wider range of resource
values rather than a maximum sustained
yield of timber. Better timber supply
analysis would be required – considering
the needs of individual community
forest agreement holder priorities. In this
scenario, the government would have to
have some other form of revenue from
community forests to pay for services
that we all use – education, health care,
transportation, etc.
Given the limited size of most
community forest tenures, how can
it be made sustainable over multiple
generations? What is your plan for
that?
Careful consideration of land
base constraints, being efficient
with NACFOR’s existing land base,
managing the cut to sustainable levels,
managing forest health to reduce
unrecoverable losses, minimizing
waste from harvesting operations, and
integrating other uses over the land base.
And finally, an improved timber supply
analysis that accounts for economics and
considers all resources.
In the Forest Act, the provincial
government states that community
forests must “undertake community
forestry consistent with sound principles
of environmental stewardship that
reflect a broad spectrum of values.”

Please explain how you aim to achieve
this goal despite divergent values in the
community, while still preserving the
land and wildlife for future generations.
Forest management is a complex
task and balancing ecological, social,
and economic values can be difficult.
However, we think community forestry
is probably the most appropriate type
of tenure to achieve this balance.
NACFOR’s relatively small land base
allows for more intensive management
and investments in incremental forest
stewardship are perhaps more achievable
with community forest stumpage rates.
This has allowed NACFOR to take a
thorough, research-based approach to
managing the CFA land base, including
sensitive areas such as watersheds,
wildlife habitat and visual landscapes,
while encouraging dialogue with
stakeholders to identify resource and
community values.
Section 4 of the Community
Tenures legislation states that “the
proposed governance model for the
community forest agreement will
ensure that operations under the
community forest agreement are
conducted in a manner that provides for
meaningful input from the community
and stakeholders.” How do you feel
your organizational structure ensures
there’s a fair representation of values
in the way your Community Forest is
managed?
A diverse, publicly elected Village
council represents NACFOR corporation
and our board of directors represents

a cross-section of the community. We
engage the community in forest planning
processes through the annual open
house and an ‘open door’ approach to
public input. We will continue to seek
public/ community input during periodic
review and revision of strategic goals
and objectives. We think this process
is important to build public trust and
be accountable for our forest practices.
Collectively, we hear and consider many
viewpoints before, during, and after
NACFOR’s operations. We feel that
being in the public eye helps to ensure
fair representation.

KITTENS! KITTENS! MORE KITTENS!!
Cute, playful kittens, white, orange, or
black, ready soon to go to your home!!
Phone PALS at 250-265-3792 for more
information.
REMINDER TO INTERESTED
CRAFTERS: PALS IS HOSTING THE
CREATIVE HANDS FAIR ONCE AGAIN
(coming Nov.26th) FOR THOSE WHO HAVE
HOMEMADE WARES TO SELL.
Call Kathy Smith (after September 1st) at
250-265-4950 to reserve your table.

WEEKLY SPONSOR:

Nakusp
(250) 265-3635 www.selkirkrealty.com

Call out for Casual Employees
The Village of Nakusp is currently seeking Casual Employees for the Public
Works and Arena/Parks departments.
If you are interested in working for the Village of Nakusp please forward
your resume to the Village of Nakusp – Box 280, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0.
E-mail ltaylor@nakusp.com
For more information, please contact the Village office at 250-265-3689.
We thank all who apply however only those selected for an interview will
be contacted.

COMMUNITY
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Gender Transgressions and My (ut)opia at the Hidden Garden Gallery

submitted
‘Gender Transgressions, An
Examination of Gender Ambiguity
in Digital Images’ by Bruce Charlton
will be shown at the Hidden Garden
Gallery August 29 to September 3.
Charlton begins with a corollary
to the old adage “the clothes make the
man” by using a series of dresses to
deconstruct the masculine, allowing
the unacknowledged feminine to
emerge in the printed image. The
femininity is further enhanced
by employing fetish magic that
is designed into lingerie and high
heels.
The resulting images are captured
in the form of digital snapshots that
he uses to create the ink jet prints
for this show. The dresses et cetera
come from various donation stores
and reflect the contemporary style of
mass produced, disposable women’s
fashions.
Friday, September 2, there will
be a dress sale from 10 to 3 with
proceeds going to the Hidden Garden
Gallery.
A reception for ‘Gender
Transgressions’ will be held on
Wednesday, August 31, 7-9 pm with
music by Shelley Dobie and friends.
• Extreme close ups and singular
moments captured by a camera
are the subject matter of ‘My (ut)
opia,’ Claire Paradis’ photography
exhibition coming to the gallery
September 5-11.
“Utopia is a fictional place, the
best of all worlds, that couldn’t be
real. I feel like my photos capture
that feeling in extreme close up and
create a beautiful fictional space
out of real-world situations,” said
Paradis. Suffering from myopia, or

short-sightedness, from childhood,
the artist found different visual
strategies to navigate through the
world, one of which was examining
the world from very close up.
This point of view informed a
different way of perceiving and a
different aesthetic, one where very
small objects take on enveloping
proportions. It’s a way of seeing

that Paradis is excited to share at the
gallery this fall.
Her work is very abstract, which
also goes with the extreme close
up territory, but her roots are in
figurative art.
“When I was younger, I was
really into narrative art and I didn’t
like abstract stuff at all,” revealed
Paradis. “In my late teens I had

my first encounters with abstract
and pop art, and I started to get it. I
remember seeing a Molinari painting
in Montreal. It felt like it hit me in
the chest. It was more like a direct
physical experience than a story in
my head that I interpreted.”
That visceral feeling of form,
colour and composition is what
Paradis sees and captures, and will

be sharing at the Hidden Garden
Gallery.
A reception for ‘My (ut)opia’
on Thursday, September 8, 7-9 pm
features the music of Paul and Petra
Allen and some surprise musical
guests.
The Hidden Garden Gallery, 803
Kildare St, New Denver, is open 10
to 3 Monday through Saturday.

submitted
The provincial government
unveiled the Climate Leadership Plan
on August 19. A government press
release says the plan will lead to the
creation of up to 66,000 jobs over the
next ten years, and the reduction of net
annual greenhouse gas emissions by
up to 25 million tonnes below current
forecasts by 2050.
However, the NDP says the plan
will “do less, more slowly than British
Columbia’s formerly world-leading
strategy.” Stand, the environmental
group formerly known as ForestEthics,
says the plan “will likely lead to an
increase in CO2 emissions over the next
decade.” The Pembina Institute says the
plan has missed opportunities to reduce
emissions as well as to support BC’s
transition to a clean economy. All three
organizations feel that the plan misses
on important recommendations from
the Climate Leadership Team.
The plan’s initial 21 action items
include making electric vehicles more
affordable and buildings more energy
efficient. Government is also targeting
sequestration opportunities in our
forests and emission reductions in our
natural gas production and processing.
Emissions will be reduced further

as subsequent actions are introduced,
putting BC on course to achieve its 2050
target of an 80% reduction in emissions
from 2007 levels.
The Climate Leadership Plan will
be further updated over the coming

year, in response to work underway
between the federal government
and the provinces and territories to
develop a pan-Canadian approach to
climate action. That work, under the
Vancouver Declaration announced

in March, covers four different areas
of climate action including: Clean
technology, innovation, and jobs;
Specific mitigation opportunities;
Adaptation and climate resilience; and
Carbon pricing mechanisms.

submitted
The Nelson & Area Kootenay
Seniors Fair is an annual event
celebrating National Seniors Day.
It was launched last year, led by
the Kootenay Seniors Service
Provider Group, a project of Nelson
Community Services Centre. The
group is organizing the fair again
this year, now under the umbrella
of Nelson CARES’ Age Friendly
Community Initiative.
Nelson & District Credit Union,
Columbia Basin Trust, and Nelson
Community Response Network
each recently made a generous
cash donation to the 2016 event.
The Prestige Lakeside Resort and
Convention Centre is also sponsoring
the event, providing the venue and
other amenities at a significantly
reduced rate.
The fair is on Friday September
30, from 10 am to 3 pm, at the

Prestige. The event will feature
30-plus vendor tables offering
information about a wide variety of
seniors’ services including health,
community services, transportation,
housing, active living and social
participation. There will also be
on-site health services, participatory
dance and yoga demonstrations,
transit orientations aboard a bus,

musical performances and much
more.
There are still vendor tables
available and volunteers are needed
to help on event day. For information
about the 2016 Kootenay Seniors
Fair, including inquiries about vendor
tables or volunteering, please contact
Corrine at 250-352-2708, ext. 11 or
seniorsproject@nelsoncares.ca.

submitted
The RCMP in New Denver and
Central Kootenays Traffic Services
are continuing their investigation into
the fatal motorcycle collision which
occurred on Hwy 31A August 14.
That day, the detachment received
a report of the collision. On attending
the location, RCMP investigators
determined that a 42-year-old male
from Cranbrook was westbound
on his motorcycle when he failed

to properly negotiate a corner and
crossed over the centre line into the
path of an eastbound SUV.
The man was transported to the
Slocan Lake Community Health
Centre in New Denver where he
succumbed to his injuries. An
RCMP Traffic Services Collision
Reconstructionist attended the
location and examined the scene.
The name of the deceased is not
being released at this time.

British Columbia Climate Leadership Plan unveiled

Local sponsors support Seniors Fair

Cranbrook biker killed in Hwy 31A accident
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Awardwinning, hand-stretched artisan pizza.
250-353-2282.
NATHALIE’S PRODUCE: CHERRIES PEACHES - APRICOTS - BLUEBERRIES
fresh from Okanagan Valley. Fruit stand at 1
Mile, Nelson 10 am to 6 pm; New Denver
Market Fridays 10 am-2 pm; Nakusp next to
market at What’s Brewing Saturday 8 am-1
pm; Kaslo Market Saturday 10 am-2pm.
HAIR BY TETH on medical leave August
through September.

AUTOMOTIVE

92 OLDS CUTLASS SUPREME, almost
ready for collector’s plates. $1,000 OBO.
Runs well, no rust. (250) 265-4213, (250)
549-7092, cell (250) 351-0295.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

WE ARE VICTIMS of our own success!
Sappho’s Bakery New Denver is for sale
so the exhausted owners can retire. Homebased business, must be moved to new
location. All equipment, formulas, contracts
and training included. $40,000. 250-3582119 or sapphos@netidea.com.
THINKING OF STARTING, buying

or expanding your own business? If so,
Community Futures offers business loans,
counseling & training; and delivers the
Self Employment program in the Arrow
& Slocan Lakes area. For more info leave
a message at 265-3674 ext. 201 or email
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.
HAVE YOU ALWAYS DREAMED about
starting your own business? If so, call
Community Futures to learn about the free
Business Plan workshop open to anyone!
And if you’re eligible, you may also qualify
for the Self-employment program, where
you will receive ongoing business training
and coaching and usually financial support
while you start your business. To learn more
call 265-3674 ext. 201 or email Nakusp@
futures.bc.ca.

CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS

THE HIDDEN GARDEN GALLERY
is now accepting applications for its 2017
season. Please apply to: Exhibitions,
HGG, Box 201 New Denver, BC, V0G
1S0, by October 14, 2016. Along with a
brief description of your work, its size,
the number of pieces and medium used,
include a few photographs and or a CD of
your work.

CLASSIFIED ADS
CARD OF THANKS

ON FRIDAY JULY 29, my husband and I
were travelling to Nakusp from Nelson for
the weekend. We stopped at the Valley View
Golf Course for breakfast, not realizing
that we were a little early for the kitchen to
open. Lisa started up the grill to satisfy our
hungry tummies. Btw, the breakfast wraps
are delicious!! I realized that I forgot some
medication. IDA Pharmacy in New Denver
came to my rescue. A big heartfelt thank you
to both of you.
TO THE COMMUNITY of New Denver
and Silverton: We sincerely are grateful
for all of you who pitched in to make such
a wonderful success of Sybil’s memorial
service and tea following the service. You
people are awesome. We love you all.
-Dave and Margaret Groenhuysen
and family
MANY THANKS TO SANDY AND
MAIT at the Cup and Saucer for all their
extra help with Valhalla Fine Arts! And
Teo too!

COMING EVENTS

THE FRIDAY MARKET happens every
Friday in downtown New Denver 10 am to
2 pm. For an eclectic selection of locally

grown produce, artisanal food products and
artisans’ wares. Contact: ndfridaymarket@
gmail.com
ARGENTINE TANGO MUSIC LIVE,
Alejandro Ziegler Quartet returns to the
Kootenays, Tuesday, September 27th 8 p.m.
Venue TBA - Save the Date! franwallis@
redmtn.ca
OLDIES SOCCER! Non-contact fun
soccer scrimmage for over 55 age. Every
Tuesday at 10:00 at Mt. Sentinel School/
Junction.
AT T H E H I D D E N G A R D E N
GALLERY: ‘Gender Transgressions,
An Examination of Gender Ambiguity in
Digital Images’ by Bruce Charlton, Aug
29 to Sept 3. Dress sale Friday, Sept 2, 10
am-3 pm, reception Wednesday, August 31,
7-9 pm, music by Shelly Dobie and Friends.
‘My (ut)opia,’ Claire Paradis’ photography,
Sept 5 to 11, reception Thursday, Sept 8,
7-9 pm, music by Paul and Petra Allen and
surprise musical guests. The Hidden Garden
Gallery, 803 Kildare St, New Denver, is
open 10 to 3 Monday through Saturday.
TEXAS HOLDEM TOURNAMENT
Saturday, September 17, Slocan Legion
Hall, 502 Harold St., Slocan starting at 6:30

Bikes, Skis,
Snowshoes
Sales and
Maintenance
Call Shon
250-265-3332
shonsbs@gmail.com
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pm sharp. $30 Buy-in. Advance tickets at
Mountain Valley Station in Slocan or phone
250-355-2672 or 250-355-2245 to reserve.
The Legion welcomes members and guests.
S L O C A N VA L L E Y S E N I O R S ’
HOUSING Society Social & AGM:
Tuesday, September 13th. Social,
refreshments and displays at 6:00, AGM at
7:00. New members welcome! Passmore
Lodge, 3650 Old Passmore Rd.

FOR RENT

FOR RENT IN NAKUSP: 2 bdrm, 2 full
bathroom, skylights, hardwood in livingroom,
newer mobile home. Possible rent to purchase.
Quiet Park. Call 250-265-1730.
AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY: Selfcontained office space approximately 20’ x
25’ available at 210 Lake Ave. in Silverton,
BC. $325.00 per/month + Utilities. Call
250-358-2293.

FOR SALE

AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING
CONTAINERS 20 ft. and 40 ft. sizes.
Kootenay Containers. Sales & Rentals.
Castlegar. 250-365-3014.
MOBILE HOME FOR SALE – 4
appliances, heat pump. Offers. 250-265-4704
preferably after 6 pm (or leave a message).

• BICYCLE

LARRY’S REPAIR

513 PARK AVE., SLOCAN
(formerly SLOCAN AUTO)

250-355-2632
We do automotive from A - Z

It’s spring, time to service your lawn
mower - Ken Hart can help
8845 Hwy 31 • Shutty Bench • 250-353-2800

ENVIRONMENT
info

Open 1 pm to 4:30 pm Tues. to Sat.

CLEANING
Ballroom Dance in the Kootenays

by Fran Wallis, Bronze Assoc. DIVDA
Group & Private
classes for teens & adults
Wedding Preparation Packages
«Plan for your special day»
franwallis@redmtn.ca or 250-358-2448

Your ad could
be here for only
$11.00 + GST

Dr. Michael Brennan • Chiropractor
Over 10 years experience
Appointments can be scheduled by contacting
his Nelson office at 250-352-5135

Dr. Brennan comes to New Denver and Nakusp every week:
Slocan Community Health Centre on Tuesday Afternoons;
Arrow Lakes Hospital on Wednesday.
Offering Chiropractic, Concussion Management, Cold Laser Therapy,
Custom Orthotics, Auto Injury Care and many more services.

www.activebalancechiro.ca

Your ad could
be here for only
$11.00 + GST
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FOR SALE

FOR SALE: Mixed species dimension
timbers and rough lumber up to 10” x 10”.
Cedar 4 x 4s, etc. FREE: Mixed species
slab wood for fire wood or fencing - Come
and get it! 208 Laktin Road, Hills, BC. Call
250-358-7796.

FOUND

SOCKET SET FOUND, near the highway
in New Denver. Call to identify. 250-3582467.

HEALTH

YOGA IN SILVERTON – THE INWARD
JOURNEY: Monday and Thursday
mornings, 9-10:30 am. Honour your body
by reducing stress, building strength,
flexibility and balance. Upper story of the
fire hall in Silverton. Only 5 minutes from
New Denver. Open to all levels. Come
and share mindfulness and the exultation
of inner flow.
TRADITIONAL THAI MASSAGE with
Tyson - Special Intro offer: 2 hour Thai
massage for $50. Experience an ancient
physiotherapy method for body/mind
wellness. Available by appointment in the
Slocan Valley and Nelson. Tyson Bartel
250-226-6826 http://www.thaitouch.ca/

HELP WANTED

CARE AIDE NEEDED with Care Aide
Certificate or equivalent for mature disabled
male. Will train. Reply with brief resume
to Care Aide, Box 433, New Denver, BC
V0G 1S0.

IN MEMORIAM

IN LOVING MEMORY of dear husband,
father, grandfather, and great grandfather,
Ted Reitmeier.
No longer in our lives to share
But in our hearts, you’re always there
Forever loved and deeply missed,
– Loving wife Isabel and children Rod,
Rick, Ken, Kathy, Marlene and Barb,
grandchildren and great grandchildren

LOST

LOST SUP PADDLE in Hills on Slocan
Lake. Black with white “Boardworks”
label. Adjustable. If found or have any info,
call 250-358-2365.
REWARD FOR RETURN of black
reading glasses on a cord. Lost Friday,
August 5. Please call 250-353-2481.

NOTICES

FOR INFORMATION ON AA, NA, OA,
ACOA OR ALANON MEETINGS contact
in New Denver: 358-7904 or 358-7158;
Nakusp 265-4216; Kaslo 353-2658; South
Slocan 226-7705; Playmor Junction 359-7310.
www.carpentercreeklastwishessociety.
ca provides information on preplanning
for death and advice for alternative funeral
arrangements. Ph: 250-358-2253.
NELSON & AREA ELDER ABUSE
PREVENTION Resource Centre: 250352-6008 preventeldRabuse@sbdemail.
com / www.nelsonelderabuseprevention.ca.
Drop-in Wednesdays 12-2 pm, 719 Vernon
Street, Nelson. Nelson and District Seniors
Coordinating Society.

CLASSIFIED ADS
PETS

PERSONALIZED DOG CARE –
WINLAW. Your dog’s home away from
home, no kennels, acres of fenced play area
and river swims. Call now to book your
dog’s vacation. 1-250-448-6553, www.
barknrollinn.com.
DOES YOUR DOG OR PUPPY frustrate
you? Would you like to have the dog of your
dreams? Would you like to confidently go
anywhere with your dog? We can help. Go
to www.proudofmydog.ca to find out how.

REAL ESTATE

3 ONLY LOFTS FOR SALE in lovely
New Denver: new high-quality build,
spectacular views across to New Denver
glacier and Valhalla Park, heated-slab
with wireless thermostat, high efficiency
fiberglass windows, propane fireplaceready, dedicated parking, 4 blocks to Slocan
Lake. Lock and walk, hassle free. See
Coldwell Banker listing.
TWO 5.4 ACRES – privacy, views, easy
access, good gravity water and new septic
systems. Gentle sloping 250-year-old forest,
excellent sun exposure and garden climate.
Six miles south of Silverton. Pictures, info:
www.comfree.com/#218671 or 1-877-8883131. By appointment, call owner 250358-2364. $345,000. Also each property
separately at $174,000. Also contact
Aszjeca Burden Century 21 250-365-2111
main office or 250-505-6545 cell.

Personal Classifieds start at $8.00
email: valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

SLOCAN VALLEY
RECREATION

Ladies Intro to Mountain Biking: Wed
Sept 7, 10am-12pm. $25.
Drop-in Fall Fitness/Sports: Ball
Hockey Mon’s Sept 12-Dec 12, 7-9pm,
Brent Kennedy School. Intermediate
Volleyball Tues’s & Thurs’s Sept 13-Dec
15, 7:30-9:30pm, Mount Sentinel School.
Total Body Blast Workout Sat’s Sept
17-Oct 29, 9-10am; Yoga Thurs’s Sept
22-Oct 27, 5:45-7pm, Slocan Park Hall.
Slow Feeding System for Livestock:
Sat Sept 17, 10-11:30am, $25, Crescent
Valley Hall.
Edible Harvest Walk: Sun Sept 18,
11am-2pm, $25 (adult) or $15 (under 12).
All you can Art- Contemporary Art
for Home Learners: Mon’s Sept 19Nov 7, 10-11:30am $99, Passmore Hall.
Funding available please inquire, all calls
confidential.
Ballet Jazz Fusion: Tues’s Sept 20Oct 25, 6:30-7:30pm, $72, Slocan Park
Hall. 16+

250-226-0008
WWW.RDCK.BC.CA
SERVICES

SAVE MONEY @ PETER’S WINDOWS
& DOORS with energy-efficient windows,
doors and siding by Gentek. We are the
exclusive dealer of long lasting, high
performing windows by Gentek. We also
have lots of wood and metal doors in

17

stock. Now selling Gentek siding. 1-250399-0079.
GERRY CONWAY – Journeyman
carpenter/builder. 250-265-3163.
SATELLITE AV TECH: Shaw, Telus,
Bell, Xplornet etc; antennas, boosters, home
theatre, wired & wireless systems; James,
250-226-7236, tjfworks.ca
LANDLORDS: FORGET THE
HASSLE. Peace of Mind Rental
Management will screen applicants, collect
the rent, inspect at regular intervals, answer
tenants’ emergency calls, and arrange for
repairs. 15 years of experience as landlords
of three properties. Put our knowledge to
work for you! 358 area only. 250-358-2119
or kaytrin@netidea.com.
PERSONAL COUNSELLING with Sue
Mistretta, M.A. in Silverton and Winlaw.
19 years of counselling experience. Phone
250-358-2177 or email soulgarden58@
gmail.com to book a free 30-minute
consultation. Visit www.handandsoul.ca
for more details.

SEWING
Yarns, Fabrics, Fibres
Open Wed-Sat 10:30 - 4:30 • 250-551-6509
sewmuchmoreyarn.com
Storefront, 304 6th Ave. • New Denver

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN

HARDWOOD FLOORS
WHOLESALE
• Registered Septic System
designer and installer •
• Ready Mix Concrete •
• Lock Blocks • Drain Rock •
• Road Crush • Sand & Gravel •
• Dump Trucks • Excavator •
• Crusher • Coloured Concrete •
• Site Preparation •
Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
Ph. 265-4615 • vieirac@telus.net

Safety, Service, Satisfaction
Installation and maintenance

jim@jemsgas.com
MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION
TimberFrame Homes
Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall
Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding
Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales
dave@maddentimber.com

250 265 1807

HALL LUMBER
& BUILDING SUPPLIES
Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat
10 am to 5 pm
PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd.
Edgewood, BC

K&A

Highland Creek
Contracting
• Excavating • Dump truck •
Premium garden soil • Lawn
installation • Landscaping

Call for an estimate
Pete Schwartz

250-358-2199

cell: 250-505-4347

highlandcreekcontracting@gmail.com

LARRY the LAWN GUY

• Lawn care • Spring clean-up • Pruning
• Odd jobs • Yard waste removal

Call Larry “the lawn guy”
250-265-7281 • 250-358-7772

Serving Silverton to Nakusp & all points in between.

EPONA ENTERPRISES INC.
Meeting all your electrical
needs with friendly
professional service.
Call Ed Kostuch at 250-265-8091

1730 Hwy 3, Selkirk Spring Building
dan@canadiangardensupply.com

Alex Joseph
250-358-7721

CONSTRUCTION
FOUNDATIONS • ROOFING • RENOVATIONS

Specializing in Timber Framing
Cell: 250-265-8503 Home: 250-265-2278

mobile

(250) 551-TIME (8463)

BONDED Journeyman carpenter • Licenced (Canadian)
Sub-contractor • Licenced (US) Contractor.

www.manciaconstruction.ca

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

Tyler Paynton • 250.777.3654 • silveridgeearthsnow@hotmail.com

Castlegar
250-304-2911

Electrical Contracting Ltd

Leaf Cabinetry

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Indoor Garden
Supplies

Wired by Alex

Kent & Arlene Yardcare Services
Free Estimates
358-2508 • 358-7785 • 505-8210
wyofonoff1@yahoo.ca

Crescent Bay
Construction Ltd.
Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431
• Email cresbay@telus.net

100% CANADIAN PREF. ALUM-OXIDE. ROAKMAPLE BISTRO/TAVERN 3 1/4” X 3/4” - $4.39/SF
– MILL RUN $85 Sel BETTER. NORTH PLANK.
RL. UP TO 7’ $5.49/SF PLT. – ENG IMPORT
FROM $3.99/SF PLT. CORK 50+ CHOICES
FROM $2.59 SF PLT. GLUE DOWN – BAMBOO,
SLATE FROM $3.99/SF PLT – MOST IN STOCK
AT JUAN’S 1503 HWY 3A
THRUMS (CASTLEGAR) BC
250-399-6377 Mon-Sat 8:30 am - 5 pm

• Power Trowel • Concrete Finishing
• Concrete Stamping and Acid
Staining • Forming • Tile Setting
• Cultured & Natural Stone Installation
CREATIVE MASONRY SOLUTIONS
FOR YOUR HOME AND BUSINESS

Patrick Baird

250-354-8562

Residential & commercial
cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC

250.226.7441

www.leafcabinetry.com

MEN with BROOMS
CHIMNEY SWEEPS

250-265-4134

Insurance Inspections & Installations
of Wood Burning Appliances
WETT Certified • WorkSafe BC
Bonded • Insured

elementconcrete.ca

Jim Pownall
& Co.

LOG & TIMBER
FRAME HOMES
Crane Service

New Denver • BC
250-358-2566
jpownall@telus.net

Nakusp Redi-Mix

THE BROKEN POT
GARDEN CENTRE

serving the Kootenays since 1973

10 km south of Kaslo • 4899 Hwy 31

DAVE WEATHERHEAD
250-265-4311 (ph)
nakuspredimix@gmail.com

Trees, shrubs, annuals,
perennials, and edibles

Tues-Sat 9-5 • 250-353-7456

New Crushed Gravel
Edgewood • Nakusp • Trout Lake • Kaslo
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WANTED

FIREWOOD wanted - preferably
seasoned, cut, split and delivered to New
Denver. 358-2666.

YARD SALE

YARD SALE! 562 Crescent Bay Rd.,
Nakusp. Sat. August 27, 2016. Starts 9:30
am. Lots of guy things too, including bunk
beds and upright freezer.

REAL ESTATE
Christina Harder
Realtor®

Serving the Slocan Valley
DIRECT: 250-226-7007

306 Broadway Street, Box 40, Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0
250-265-3635 office • 250-265-4430 fax
www.selkirkrealty.com • christinaharder@royallepage.ca

WINTER HOURS
9 AM - 9 PM

OBITUARY

MERCER, Doris: Date of Birth - August
21, 1956. Date of Passing - August 12, 2016.
Doris Mercer passed away at the age of 59,
at the Red Deer General Hospital with her
family at her side. Doris was born August
21, 1956 in Trail, BC to Chuck and Jean
Brodman. She grew up in Slocan, BC with
her brother and sister. At the age of 18,
she married John Mercer. Doris and John
moved to Red Deer, Alberta in 2006 where
she lived until her passing. Doris will be
lovingly remembered by her husband John,
sister Judy, son Shaun, daughters Shana and
Stephanie and their families. Doris was
predeceased by her parents and her brother
Carl Brodman.

FLOWERS

Fresh Floral Arrangements
by Darlene
Green Acres Ventures
Weddings & Everyday Flowers

Delivery available 250-265-1379
email: greenacres@live.ca • www.greenacresnakusp.ca

COMMUNITY
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Anti-poverty advocates want electricity affordability program for BC’s poor
submitted
The BC Utilities Commission
(BCUC) is holding a public hearing
to review BC Hydro’s Rate Design
Application (RDA). The BCUC will
hear evidence and submissions from
BC Hydro and intervener groups and
determine rate structures and terms and
conditions of service for residential,
business and industrial customers.
The BC Public Interest Advocacy
Centre (BCPIAC) is intervening on
behalf of seven organizations in this
rare opportunity to ask the BCUC to
order BC Hydro to implement programs
for low income residential ratepayers
including a discounted rate for electricity,
low income customer rules, and a crisis
intervention fund. BCPIAC is seeking
these programs because low income
customers are struggling to pay BC
Hydro’s endlessly increasing electricity

rates. In support of these proposals,
BCPIAC has presented evidence from
two expert witnesses, and a number of
advocates and low income ratepayers.
BC Hydro has increased residential
electricity rates by 50% in the last 10
years, and is on track to increase them
by more than 30% in the next eight
years. Rates are projected to continue to
rise significantly in future years as BC
Hydro proceeds with multi-billion dollar
projects such as the Site C dam which
have been exempted from a full public
review by the BCUC, and is currently
estimated to cost over $9 billion.
BC Hydro’s rate increases have
grossly outpaced increases in income
for low income British Columbians.
For example, BC social assistance rates
have been frozen since 2007 at $610 per
month for basic assistance and $906 for
disability assistance, and in the last 10

years the BC general minimum wage has
only increased by $2.45 an hour.
BC Hydro offers no rates or terms
and conditions that specifically apply
to low income customers. The only
programs available to these customers
are energy saving kits and in more
limited cases, energy efficiency audits
and certain home upgrades. While these
programs are important, they are not
offsetting BC Hydro’s rate increases.
BCPIAC’s low income proposals
were developed by Roger Colton, an
expert in low income rate design from
the United States, who will testify as
an expert witness during the public
hearing. Colton will testify that measures
such as a discounted electricity rate can
simultaneously address affordability
concerns, improve cost reflectivity in
rates, and improve the efficiency of BC
Hydro’s operations.

Your ad could
be here for only
Open Thurs - Sun
$11.00 + GST

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

H. A. Benson Inc.

Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0
Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: dalyce@habenson.ca

Bill Lander
Realtor®
250-551-5652
bill@billlander.ca

Serving the Slocan Valley
for the 14th year.
Offices in Nakusp, Nelson,
Kaslo & Trail

New Market Foods
518 6th Ave • New Denver

250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290
email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca
Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area.
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm

Certified by the Province of BC to test drinking water

Coldwell Banker Rosling Real Estate

HEALTH FOOD

Rutabagas
Whole Foods Market
New Denver, BC
316 Main Street
250-358-7900

Open Monday - Saturday
10:00 am - 5:00 pm
Open Sunday, 11 am - 4 pm
Main Street, New Denver

250-358-2178

ORGANIC PRODUCE • NATURAL
MEDICINES • VITAMINS • SUPPLEMENTS
AND MORE
Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30

Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

GIFTS
Kaslo Clothes Hanger

Support the Valley Voice with
a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30
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Benefit reading for cyber-extorted author
at 7:30 pm in Room 310 of Selkirk
College’s Kootenay Studio Arts building,
606 Victoria St., Nelson. Admission is by
donation, with Hekkanen awarding a
copy of one of his published books of
fiction or nonfiction to anyone donating
$20 or more. The money raised by the
benefit will go to offset the costs of
replacing Hekkanen’s computer, and of
leasing a layout program to allow him to
continue publishing the magazine.
Reading with Hekkanen will be
Kootenay authors Linda Crosfield, a
former featured poet in New Orphic
Review, along with Ross Klatte,
whose memoir Leaving the Farm was
published in 2007. Also reading will
be Diana Morita Cole, whose 2015

memoir, Sideways: Memoir of a Misfit,
follows her life after being born in an
Idaho internment camp for JapaneseAmericans.
“I had just finished emailing a friend
on April 28,” Hekkanen said, “when
hundreds of webpage images began

Open Sun. 11-3 • 411 Kootenay St, Nelson

August 10 - 27: Summer Group Show
August 30 - September 17: Patrizia MENTON

GALLERY

without paying a hefty ransom.”
Hekkanen said the sum demanded
was several thousand dollars. The
extortionists’ message informed him that
the longer he took to respond, the more
money would be required to restore his
computer.

The beautiful Bibiana floats in the air, suspended only by the sword at her neck, as the Amazing Jozef prepares to remove the supports under her legs.
PHOTO CREDIT: CARLA NEMIROFF

STUDIO CONNEXION GALLERY proudly presents its 8th exhibition
			season.

to flicker at lightning speed across the
screen. The icons on my desktop were
seized by a mantis-looking thingamajig,
followed by a message printed in white
on a black background, informing me
that my computer had been taken over
and my files wouldn’t be returned to me

PHOTO CREDIT: CARLA NEMIROFF

submitted
A benefit reading August 26 aims
to support a noted Nelson author and
publisher whose computer was frozen
and access to files blocked in April by
cyber extortionists. The reading will
feature Ernest Hekkanen, who has
refused to pay the ransom demanded,
as well as brief readings by three
contributors to Hekkanen’s awardwinning literary magazine, New Orphic
Review. A local computer expert,
whose career has included a stint as a
disaster recovery consultant, will speak
about how ransomware works and how
computer users can protect themselves
from it.
The benefit reading will be held
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September 20 - October 8: David NIXON

Gallery Hours: Tuesday to Saturday from 11 am to 4 pm or by appointment 250.265.3586
203 Fifth Avenue, Nakusp

Jozef and Bibiana put a large snake into a guillottine at their magic show in New Denver’s Bosun Hall, August 9, 2016. The pair are trying to
retrieve their white rat, Houdini from inside the snake. Both snake and rat were unharmed by their ordeals.

Keeping history
alive in the
Slocan Valley

submitted
The Slocan Valley Historical Society
invites residents to help keep their history
alive. Formed in 2011, the society is
dedicated to preserving and promoting
the rich history of the lower Slocan
Valley.
The society is undertaking a number
of initiatives, including installing
interpretive signage around the Village
of Slocan at historically significant
sites; developing a Slocan walking
tour; publishing a book; expanding its
website; hosting a presentation this fall
on Slocan Valley sawmills; and creating
a logo.
The society would like valley
residents’ ideas on a logo concept.
Submit your idea by September 30 to
jaj@netidea.com; the winner will receive
two books on local history.
Society members will participate
in Slocan’s Labour Day celebration
on September 3. Look for their float
in the parade and stop by the table,
where they’ll be selling books, bags and
memberships for $10 per person. Drop
by and talk to West Kootenay historian
Greg Nesteroff.
For more information, please contact
Joyce Johnson at jaj@netidea.com.

