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by Art Joyce
It’s a little piece of old-fashioned 

Christmas just a snowball’s throw 
from Slocan Lake.

Christmas by the Lake, now in 
its fifth successful year, once again 
brought out the crowds over the 
December 2-4 weekend. Organizer 
Armand Lange estimates this year’s 
turnout at about the same as last 
year’s peak of 1,800, with the Nelson 
shuttle bus fully booked for the first 
time. But new features have added to 
the variety and appeal of the event, 
including the addition of fire dancers 
who performed after sundown.  

“I never saw before such a crowd 
lined up at 5:00 for one of our 
events,” says Lange.

Also new was an expanded 
musical repertoire that included 
Nelson group Heavy Shtetl, Nakusp 
singer-guitarist Caelen Starblanket 
Laroque, and the Slocan Lake 
Community Ensemble conducted 
by Jill Faulks. The Village Voices 
choir enlightened the Friday evening 
opening celebrations and Lange said 
it was a special treat to hear the kids’ 
choir Sunday morning.

For the kids there was more 
fun to be had than ever. While the 
ice slide remains the number one 
outdoor attraction for tykes, the new 
gingerbread house workshop offered 
by Robin McNabb of William Hunter 
Cabins was a huge hit. McNabb 
baked the gingerbread and the kids 
then decorated their own houses. 

Children and adults once again 
savoured the taste of ‘chestnuts 
roasted on an open fire’ just as in 
the old Christmas carol. Lange said 
that although attendance was about 
the same as 2010, there was more 
glüwein, bratwurst and waffles sold 
this year. Adding to the European 
flavours of the event was a truly 
Canadian backwoods experience – 
cooking bannock dough over a fire. 
For any Canadian who grew up doing 
wilderness camping and canoe trips, 
this was practically a rite of passage. 

Lange said the vendors are 
reporting that they sold well and 
as usual the maximum capacity of 
33 vendors was achieved. Once 
again the standard of crafts offered 
for sale was high, with many old 
favourites and some new additions 
in the photography and jewelry 
departments. Madeleine McCarthy 
won for best inside booth display 
while Kayte Rock of Soup du Jar 
won best vendor hut outside. Sophie 
Burkholder won the draw for the 
kids’ prize, a tablet computer.

Woodcarver Luc Vreyxs created 
two new sculptures, both to be 
raffled off. His impressive new eagle 
sculpture was won by a Nakusp 
man. The second sculpture will be 
raffled on the July 1st Canada Day 
celebrations. Vreys is also the creator 
of the wooden Christmas by the Lake 
signs, which now appear each year 
near the site of the Silverton Museum/

Popular Christmas by the Lake continues to draw the crowds
Gallery grounds. One of our resident 
blacksmiths, Dr. Chuck Burkholder, 
was again spotted practicing the 
ancient art, and reported being asked 
to build stair railings. This writer put 
in a request for a pair of fireplace 
tongs, but with a physician’s busy 
schedule, it’s an open question 
whether these will materialize. 

The only disappointment this 
year was the lack of an ice sculpture 
due to over-rambunctious kids who 
knocked down the work-in-progress 
before it could be completed. Ice 
sculptor Peter Vogelaar said weather 
conditions this year didn’t help – 
about two tons of snow had to be 
trucked in to the site for the slide 
this year due to the lack of snow at 
lake level. 

Christmas by the Lake has 
garnered widespread corporate and 
government sponsorship, including 
the CBT, RDCK, Canadian Heritage, 

Columbia Power, Slocan Lake 
Recreation Commission #6, EZ Rock 

radio, Kaslo Hotel, Soup du Jar and 
Silverton Transport. 

Fire dancers were a new feature at this year’s Christmas by the Lake.

New Denver/Silverton area singers entertain the crowd at Christmas by the Lake.
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From Our Family To Yours,
Happy Holidays

Slocan Lake Home Hardware
New Denver     Slocan     Winlaw

by Jan McMurray
Looming staff cuts at the Fish and 

Wildlife Compensation Program have 
ruffled more than a few feathers.

The BC Wildlife Federation, over 

Layoffs at Fish and Wildlife Compensation Program under fire
40 scientists and land management 
professionals and MLA Michelle 
Mungall are urging BC Hydro and the 
BC government to reconsider.

The decision under fire is to reduce 

FWCP staff province-wide from 11 to 3 
as of the end of January, with the Nelson 
office the hardest hit.

In fact, there will be no Nelson 
office. All seven FWCP staff in Nelson 

are being replaced with one program 
manager, and that manager will be 
located in the BC Hydro office in 
Castlegar.

In the Peace region, the Prince 
George office is closing, three staff 
are being cut, and the manager will be 
located in Fort St. John.

All that will remain are three 
regional program managers – in the 
Columbia (Castlegar), Peace (Fort St. 
John) and Coastal (Burnaby) regions. 
They will be supported by technical staff 
and BC Hydro biologists in Burnaby, 
Castlegar and the north.

Despite the staff cuts, there will 
be no cuts to funding for the program. 
MLA Michelle Mungall points out 
there is “nothing to be gained” by the 
layoffs, as BC Hydro must continue to 
spend the same amount to mitigate the 
effects of the dams on fish and wildlife 
populations.

Chris O’Riley, BC Hydro’s 
Executive Vice President of Generation, 
confirmed that “…we will continue to 
fund the $8 million Fish and Wildlife 
Compensation Program. While our 
funding has not been affected, we are 
changing to a more efficient delivery 
model that will allow us to put more 
money directly towards environmental 
protection. This new model has already 
been successfully implemented in 
the Fish and Wildlife Compensation 
Program’s Coastal Region for a number 
of years and is part of our commitment 
to keep rates low for families and 
businesses.”

The BC Wildlife Federation has 
provided government with a position 
paper, proposing that the Fish and 
Wildlife Compensation Program be taken 
out of BC Hydro’s hands and managed 
by the Habitat Conservation Trust 
Foundation “to provide independent 
and transparent management of the 
programs for the purpose they were 
intended.”

According to a press release issued 
by the BC Wildlife Federation, the 
proposal is being seriously considered 
and Minister of Energy and Mines Rich 
Coleman has asked BC Hydro to “pause 
their actions” so that the BCWF concept 
can be given ample time for discussion.

As soon as the layoff notices were 
issued in October, MLA Mungall wrote 
to Coleman to ask that the decision be 
immediately rescinded. “The FWCP 
projects are making a difference, 
from conservation and enhancement 
programs, to restoration of habitat, to 
species conservation, and invasive plant 
control. Biologists from FWCP also play 
a major role in fish and wildlife research, 
education, and communication in the 
region. As an example, FWCP staff have 
long served on advisory committees to 
Selkirk College programs, in particular 
the Recreation Fish and Wildlife 
Program,” she states in her letter.

In the legislature November 24, 
Mungall again asked Minister Coleman 
to reconsider the cuts. She pointed out 
that 46 scientists and land management 
professionals have signed a letter urging 
BC Hydro to reverse its decision.

That letter states: “We have found 
the role played by those staff has been 
essential to accomplishing the goals 
and legal requirements of compensating 
for the impacts of hydroelectric dams 
in the Columbia Basin. In addition 
to administering the BC Hydro 
compensation funds, the staff has 
initiated, supported and carried out many 
compensation projects that would not 
have been as effective (or in some cases 
even possible) without local scientific 
staff.”

These staff cuts are part of an 
aggressive workforce reduction program 
at BC Hydro that will see 700 jobs cut 
by the end of 2014. Already, 550 of these 
700 jobs have been cut, with 150 more 
to come in the next two years.

The job cuts come in the wake of 
the government review of BC Hydro, 
which recommended that the Crown 
Corporation reduce its workforce from 
6,000 to 4,800.

The Province ordered the review 
after BC Hydro applied for rate increases 
of 9.73 percent for each of the next 
three years (a cumulative increase of 
32 percent). As a result of the staff 
cuts and other cost-saving measures 
recommended in the report, BC Hydro 
rates will increase by 8 percent in 2012, 
3.9 percent in 2013 and 3.9 percent in 
2014.
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Serving the Arrow and Slocan Lakes

by Jan McMurray
As the teachers’ phase one 

strike action continues with no 
resolution in sight, there is growing 
frustration among parents and school 
administration staff.

President of the BC Confederation 
of  Parent  Advisory Counci ls 
(BCCPAC) Ann Whiteaker said 
parents were much more supportive 
of the ‘teach only’ job action in 
September. But at this time of year, 
they are feeling the effects with the 
cancellation of Christmas concerts and 
blank report cards.

“ We ’ r e  h e a r i n g  a  l o t  o f 
disappointment from parents about 
Christmas concerts and winter 
festivals. It’s a tradition for them to 
support their children and be included 
in these events, but now they are being 
cancelled or are happening within 
school hours, so working parents can’t 
attend. They are feeling excluded. It’s 
disappointing.”

Whiteaker said report card time is 
often when parents find out how their 
children are doing at school. With no 
marks on report cards this term, she 
points out that some students may be 
falling through the cracks. She said it 
is often principals who identify and 
support these students, but because the 
principals have added duties as a result 
of the strike, a lot of them do not have 
the time to appropriately deal with 
these students.

“It’s our students who will suffer 
the most,” Whiteaker said. “Parents 
are getting frustrated. We want the 
two parties to work together to reach 

Parents and school administrators frustrated with unresolved teachers’ strike
an agreement.”

A resolution is also what the 
principals and vice principals want, 
says Jameel Aziz, president of the 
BC Principals and Vice Principals 
Association, but instead he sees the two 
sides moving further and further apart 
as each week of bargaining progresses.

“Our main concern has been that 
the strike is not getting the kind of 
public pressure or feedback it should. 
It will go on for a long time if parents 
don’t voice to politicians that they want 
to see a resolution so we can get back 
to positively affecting the education 
of our students.” Aziz urges parents to 
contact their MLAs. 

Aziz says principals, vice principals, 
School District superintendents and 
secretary-treasurers are being targeted 
by the phase one strike action, and the 
pressure is being felt.

He said that in most districts, 
administrative staff is doing all of the 
supervision – before school, recess, 
lunch, and bus. Many also have to do 
supervision duties at neighbouring 
schools as well. “These people are 
losing huge amounts of productivity. 
Many don’t start their work until 11 
am because of the supervision pieces. 
These are highly compensated people 

to be losing 25 percent of their work 
time on these tasks.”

Aziz said administrators are also 
doing all the paperwork around field 
trips and other routine procedures. 
Report cards fell to them as well, to 
organize and distribute.

Principals and vice principals 
are “extremely frustrated” because 
they cannot move the education 
agendas forward in their schools, said 
Aziz. Teachers are not attending staff 
meetings, so “everything is on hold – 

there is a lack of momentum for any 
initiative they are undertaking at their 
schools,” he said.

“Schools are not stagnant – staff 
is always talking about new programs 
to meet students’ needs. But there 
is now an inability to get together 

with staff and talk about things that 
affect students within the schools. 
The ministry has come out with a 
new vision for education – there is 
no opportunity to talk about that, and 
about the implementation of the new 
ideologies in the classroom.”
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OPINION

EDITORIAL / LETTERS POLICY
The Valley Voice welcomes letters to the editor and community news 

articles from our readers. 
Letters and articles should be no longer than 500 words and may be 

edited. We reserve the right to reject any submitted material.
Please mark your letter “LETTER TO THE EDITOR.” Include your 

address and daytime phone number for verification purposes.
We will not knowingly publish any letter that is defamatory or libelous. 

We will not publish anonymous letters or letters signed with pseudonyms, 
except in extraordinary circumstances.

Opinions expressed in published letters are those of the author and not 
necessarily those of the Valley Voice.

Support 
hunting closure 
in Valhalla Park

I would like to voice my support 
for the new no hunting/shooting zone 
within the Mulvey Watershed in 
Valhalla Park. 

I was rock climbing at Gimli 
September 9-11, the same weekend 
of the shooting of a habituated goat. I 
was on the summit of Nisleheim when 
I heard the gunshot and came back to 
camp to find the innards and disposed 
parts of a goat that I had taken photos 
of that morning.

The shooting took place towards 
our tent, mid day of busy weekend. 
There were multiple parties in the area 
hiking and climbing. This area is highly 
used by locals and tourists. 

I do not hunt, but I believe in 
gathering your own food. In this 
situation, however, I question the 
morals and ethics of this hunter. 

For the safety of outdoor enthusiasts 
and conservation of these goats please 
support the proposed hunting closure 
within Valhalla Park.

Candice Randl
Castlegar

Crescent Valley 
beach donation 
to RDCK

Part of the pleasure of living in 
this beautiful part of the world is the 
privilege of swimming in the clean 
waters of the Slocan River on a hot 
summer afternoon. Or meeting friends 
at the beach and hanging out while our 
children play in the sand and paddle 
in the water. For decades families and 
individuals have gone to the beach at 
Crescent Valley for a swim as well as 
a social outing. We can even take our 
dogs, launch a kayak or rest after a 
float down the river.

I wonder how many people who 
have used and enjoyed this wonderful 
spot know that it is on private land. 

Well, it is. The owner could easily 
have put up ‘No Trespassing’ signs 
years ago, but he didn’t. It was by 
the generosity of this man and his 
family that we have been able to use 
this beach and surrounding forest for 
decades. 

Now the owner is donating this 
land to the Regional District for a 
park, so all can continue to enjoy 
it. I understand he wants to remain 
anonymous, so I won’t mention his 
name. I would just like to thank him 
for his generosity. Thank you so much. 
You have done a wonderful thing for 
this community.

Phillip Jackson
South Slocan

Mt. Gimli
For a long time we’ve been 

dreaming of hiking up to Mt. Gimli to 
see this magnificent mountain and its 
herd of mountain goats. We’ve seen 
many pictures and a painting of the 
nice big buck is hanging on our wall.

On September 10, 2011 we finally 
made it happen and hiked up into the 
Valhallas. Almost at the tree line, three 
hunters came hiking down with bloody 
packs on their backs. I had to ask, 
“What did you get?” They answered, 
“A goat”….

Of course we did not see one goat 
when we got there! In the short time 
we were up there, we crossed path 
with at least 25 more hikers. Many of 
them were upset and concerned about 
the safety on this popular hiking trail.

Later I found out that it was the 
first day of the hunting season. I have 
no problem with that part. But I know 
how rare it is to see a mountain goat 
in the wild and how hard it is (under 
regular circumstances) for a hunter to 
get one.

This herd is habituated and used to 
people. I do find the hunting of these 
goats morally wrong and I am glad to 
hear that work is in progress to exclude 
this herd and these popular hiking trails 
from the hunting zone.

Gabriela Wolf
Lemon Creek

Smart people 
say no to smart 
meters

Smart meters might be about as 
smart as taking humans out of lighthouses 
on the coast. You can automate the light, 
but not the lifeboat responding or the 
experienced weather eye of the keeper.

Line checks done by human beings 
reading meters are local jobs, and a 
service not provided by the meter. A 
smart meter is not smart enough to know 
when a tree has fallen on a line – until 
it breaks and power fails. They cost a 
lot, and they’re full of mercury, another 
toxic waste. Let’s hope that your house 
doesn’t burn, or that the meters aren’t 
ever damaged.

Smart meters are being sold to us 
with a lot of very expensive advertising 
and a suspicious lack of information. Is 
this another technological device that 
will be replaced by a new, improved 
version at shorter and shorter intervals?

Music and spoken word spread by 
radio, gramophone and telephone have 
been a blessing for a century. Do we 
really need them replaced by an endless 
proliferation of fashionable techno-toys? 
Expensive trinkets to part fools from 
their money.

The meters on our houses are 
working fine. Human line checks every 
two months, rain or shine, identify future 
hazards. They keep rural power on. 
They’re a safety net for isolated shut-in 
individuals in our rather stern climate.

Let’s keep the local jobs, protect 
our privacy, and just say no to an 
unnecessary expense.

Ain’t broke, why fix it?
Smart people stick with the meters 

we’ve got.
Eleanor Quirk

New Denver

Conservatives 
support drug 
trafficking

The Harper government will protect 
marijuana trafficking.

Such was the effect of the Prime 
Minister’s response to leading public 
officials in British Columbia who 
declared support for decriminalization, 
regulation and even taxation of the 
marijuana industry.

The Conservative Party government 
will not only protect marijuana traffickers 
whose profits derive from the risk of 
criminal sanctions, it will bolster trade 
in illegal weapons used to protect 
or else ‘take out’ marijuana industry 

competitors.
Continued criminal sanctions are 

presently being beefed up to the increase 
of the Criminal Justice Industry with its 
complement of police, courts, lawyers 
and, of course, jails. This bourgeoning 
industry is funded with our taxes.

Mr. Harper declares that his 
government will repress marijuana use 
among young people. That’s not likely.

The histories of such prohibitions 
are replete with failure, not to mention 
violence and waste.

Many Canadians, including many 
young people, are regular users of legally 
controlled pharmaceuticals prescribed 
to alter mood and behaviour. These 
products are taxed and are normally out 
of the purview of the Criminal Justice 
Industry.

Meanwhile an illegal industry, the 
trafficking of marijuana (a mood-altering 
substance), is thriving with untaxed 
product movement and its own internal 
regulation in recurrent gang warfare that 
now routinely breaks out in our streets.

Mr. Harper’s ‘line in the sand’ on 
marijuana is very disappointing in a 
leader. Rather like the sand in his head.

Dave Cursons
Cawston

Don’t block Ring 
Road in Kaslo

At the Kaslo All Candidates meeting 
November 7, I asked for a show of hands 
from all the candidates running for office 
who would be in favour of blocking the 
through access of Ring Road, the road 
extending around Vimy Park. Only 
Councillor Maureen Leathwood raised 
her hand and Mayor Greg Lay offered to 
speak to the issue. Mayor Lay indicated 
there would be a turn-around, but not a 
road closure.

On November 29, I met with Mayor 
Lay at the Ring Road to survey the site 
in question. He stated that the proposed 
changes would have a cul-de-sac at 
both the north and south sides by the 
Periwinkle Daycare. The idea is to 
eliminate the through traffic and allow 
for campground expansion, Mayor Lay 
disclosed, although other reasons were 
given, such as decreasing excessive dust 
and improving safety.

We don’t want our waterfront 
commercialized! This area is easily 
accessed by everyone wishing to use 
the picnic area, playground and beach. 
With the creation of two cul-de-sacs, 
the increase in congestion would make 
this vital area of our community much 
less accessible. Dust, exhaust and 
pedestrian and playground safety issues 

will be worse if vehicle traffic is forced 
by such a road closure to turn around in 
two locations.

One has to wonder where this idea 
came from... take away public access 
to the waterfront which in turn creates 
an exclusive waterfront that is solely 
enjoyed by campers? Imagine seeing 
Ring Road blocked and the campground 
expanded!

I am circulating a petition to preserve 
our access to our waterfront, park and 
playground area. If you wish to sign 
the petition contact me before January 
2, 2012.

Janice Sinclair
Kaslo 

Open letter to the 
BC government – 
protect Gimli goats

This letter expresses my deepest 
contempt for the person who shot a Gimli 
goat in Valhalla Provincial Park. 

Like myself, many hikers and 
climbers have enjoyed encounters with 
these animals. This summer I took a 
photo with a goat just a metre away from 
a roped climber. I never witnessed the 
goats being fed. Dogs were commonly 
seen up there years ago, but not anymore.

Mountain goats were a rare and far-
away sight 10 years ago. Now these wild 
animals have become used to hikers, 
allow close encounters and honour us 
with their trust. 

But this single shot destroyed their 
faith in humans. Nature has a precise 
knowledge of fair play between predator 
and prey and an accurate memory. Not 
being a hunter myself, I have to admit 
that love of wildlife is no contradiction to 
hunting as long as the latter is performed 
in a fair, ethical, responsible manner. 
Shooting a fearless and trustfully wild 
animal from almost touching distance 
cannot be called hunting. It is a brutal 
act of killing, in human definition a 
murder. Besides, leaving the remains 
of the carcass behind attracts bears and 
cougars to an area with a great number 
of visitors. Conflicts between humans 
and these animals, leading to the killing 
of these wild animals in the end, too, will 
be only a matter of time.

I do not understand what kind of a 
person can act like this. But obviously 
there are people like this around who 
claim they did no wrong because they 
were acting within hunting regulations. 
In fact, these people are as wrong as 
the regulations which allow hunting 
in camping, hiking, climbing, wildlife 
viewing areas. People’s characters we 

continued on page 5
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cannot change – regulations we can. 
Therefore I urge the BC government 

and the ministries involved to create 
at least a no hunting zone in publicly 
accessible areas with the rare opportunity 
of wildlife viewing within and outside 
of BC parks. I would even like to close 
all BC provincial parks for hunting and 
want to bring this to your consideration.

I also urgently ask the readers of the 
Valley Voice who want to save our Gimli 
goats to raise their voice in favour of 
these beautiful animals.

Elisabeth von Ah
Lemon Creek

continued from page 4

SD8 teachers’ 
position clarified

Ms. Mann’s letter in the Valley Voice 
may have led readers to believe that 
teachers are not teaching their students 
as they have in the past. Nothing could 
be further from the truth. Each and every 
day they are with their students as they 
have always been, teaching, mentoring, 
supporting, and coaching – in short, 
creating the supportive educational 
community that the students of SD8 
deserve.

And yes we are on strike. We are 
on strike for five main objectives: 
restoration of our illegally stripped 
contract language on class size limits and 
non-enrolling teacher ratios (students’ 
learning conditions); a fair salary increase 
(BC teachers are 8th highest paid in 
Canada); improved benefit package 
(has remained unchanged for 20 years); 
increased preparation time (comparable 
to Alberta and Ontario teachers); and the 
right to negotiate certain local items with 
our trustees in SD8.

I think it is most important to clarify 
a public misunderstanding which Ms. 
Mann referenced: intransigence of the 
parties at the bargaining table. The BCTF 
is not intransigent. The government 
is.  On Friday, December 2, 2011 the 
government’s representative at the 
bargaining table, Ms. Avison finally 
admitted that “government sets the 
mandate and it is not negotiable.” She 
made it very clear – the government is 
intransigent.

Teachers across BC have committed 
to teach our students through this phase 
of our strike. This in the face of a 
government that is intending on stripping 
our collective agreement so that they can 
continue, without contractual limitations, 
the gutting of our public education 
system. And we know all too well in 
Nelson and the Slocan Valley the impact 
of this government’s flawed economic 
and ideological program: the highest 
child poverty rates in Canada; serious 
fiscal challenges; massive cuts to all 
public enterprises (health, government 
agencies and jobs, housing, social 
assistance, women’s centres, daycares, 
crisis centres, legal aid).

Thus, it was with sadness and 
frustration that local teachers read 
Ms. Mann’s letter. It is filled with 
inaccuracies which I have pointed out to 
her and the DPAC president in a separate 
letter. We would rather they partner with 
teachers to pressure our local school 

trustees to demand this government stop 
the underfunding and ideological erosion 
of a highly successful (world renowned) 
public education system.

If you wish to discuss the teachers’ 
strike or other educational matters please 
contact me at 250-354-4142 or lp07@
bctf.ca.

Thomas Newell, President NDTA 
Nelson

Stop Smart 
Meters goes for 
initiative petition

What does it take to get a government 
to listen to its electors nowadays? The 
civil equivalent of screaming at the top 
of your lungs, it seems, when corporate 
sponsors control the political game.

In the case of the universally hated 
‘smart’ meters, an initiative has been 
launched to force the BC Liberals 
to subject this unproven, potentially 
unhealthy technology to proper scrutiny 
and a public vote. StopSmartMeters.ca 
has served notice on the BC government 
of its intention to pursue an initiative 
petition like that used to defeat the HST.

The website, www.stopsmartmeters.
ca, has been launched to allow people 
to pre-register for the vote. When the 
application for the petition is submitted 
to the Chief Electoral Officer, the next 
stage will be to collect signatures from 
10 percent of all registered voters in each 
BC riding. If that number is achieved, the 
BC Chief Electoral Officer can then call 
a referendum vote once a question has 
been formulated. The only catch is that 
these votes can only occur once every 
three years, and since the HST vote was 
just held last year, it will be 2013 before 
we get to vote down ‘smart’ meters.

The good news is that, in addition 
to the Union of BC Municipalities and 
25 BC municipalities who have passed 
resolutions calling for a moratorium 
on ‘smart’ meters, Citizens for Safe 
Technology President Una St. Clair 
recently presented NDP Energy Critic 
John Horgan with 15,000 signatures 
calling for an end to the BC Hydro smart 
meter program. Horgan then presented 
these signatures in the Legislative 
Assembly, calling for Energy Minister 
Rich Coleman to subject the program 
to a proper review by the BC Utilities 
Commission.

And for those who claim that this is 
a sign of ‘Luddite-ism,’ nothing could be 
further from the truth. As a journalist I 
pride myself on doing thorough research 
on any topic before opening my mouth. 
That means more than just going to the 
Health Canada website once or twice. 
Health Canada has been repeatedly 
proven to have succumbed to industry 
influence in regulating products for 
public consumption, including wireless. 
(Remember DDT? PCBs? Asbestos? 
Thalidomide? Vioxx? All passed as 
‘safe’ by Health Canada.)

I have personally communicated 
with scientists around the world and 
can supply enough scientific reports on 
the hazards of wireless to lay the issue 
permanently to rest. I use technology 
every day as a journalist and am not 
against new technology unless there are 

indications it is not safe and has been 
rushed onto the market without proper 
regulatory review. Given that corporate 
power has so weakened government 
oversight in recent decades, it should be 
no surprise that this happens more often 
than not these days.

To pre-register your signature 
for the initiative petition, visit: www.
stopsmartmeters.ca.

Sean Arthur (Art) Joyce
New Denver

by Gary Parkstrom, New Denver 
Teacher

Public education in British 
Columbia is consistently ranked among 
the world’s best education systems. 
Teachers, principals, trustees, education 
assistants, parents and students work 
tirelessly to ensure people from all walks 
of life in our communities have a chance 
to learn, grow, and become critically 
thinking citizens.

However, for the past ten years, 
the BC Liberal government has been 
trying to take control of our public 
education system as part of their overall 
ideology that aims to increase the role 
of the private sector. These same types 
of policies have led to an increase in the 
gap between the rich and the poor around 
the world in our global economy. BC, 
for example, now has the highest rate of 
child poverty in Canada.  

As a member organization of the 
British Columbia Teachers Federation, 
the Arrow Lakes Teacher Association is 
struggling to support local, community-
based public education in BC.

Of the many issues under 
negotiation, none has received more 
attention in the past seven months than 
provincial vs. local bargaining. The 
provincial government wants more 
control over schools; however, teachers 
argue that this is undemocratic as well 
as impractical.

School trustees are elected locally 
in order to make decisions that make 
sense for local school districts, and the 
needs of the districts such as Vancouver, 
for example, are much different in many 
instances than the needs of districts like 
the Arrow Lakes. Local bargaining rights 
are important, not only for sound public 
education, but for local autonomy and 
democratic rights.

A small number of school boards 

across the province are standing up 
to the provincial government and 
bargaining locally with teachers on 
some issues, but most school trustees 
seem content to let teachers struggle 
directly with the Province. Local trustees 
need public support to stand up to the 
provincial government and engage in 
bargaining with teachers. In Alberta, 
for example, teachers and trustees 
are campaigning together to increase 
provincial government support for public 
education.

Another issue that teachers have 
been discussing with the provincial 
government is class size and class 
composition bargaining rights. In 2002 
the BC Liberal government enacted 
Bills 27 and 28, which stripped teachers’ 
rights to bargain for limits to class size 
and composition guidelines, among 
other rights.  

In April 2011, the BC Supreme 
Court ruled that Bills 27 and 28 are 
unconstitutional, and gave a deadline 
of April 2012 for change. However, 
as of November 30, the BC Liberal 
government has stopped talking with 
teachers about class size and composition 
limits, citing an unwillingness to give up 
control over the number of students in 
individual classrooms.

The BC Liberal government 
recently released its ‘Education Plan,’ 
which focuses on individualized learning 
and the use of technology. Drafted 
with the input of dedicated educators, 
there are many positive aspects to this 
plan. However, despite the influence of 
some progressive educators, there are 
several aspects of this plan that should 
concern all citizens, let alone parents 
and students.

The focus on individualized learning 
fits with the ideology of individualism, 
and this emphasis is a concern for those 

who have worked hard for decades 
to establish cooperative, community-
focused learning that thrives in many 
schools.

In addition, many large private 
sector companies are set to profit 
tremendously from the increased 
spending of public money on technology: 
companies such as Telus, IBM, and 
Pearson Publishing to name a few. 
Progressive policy analysts argue that 
international companies profiting from 
public education undermines local 
economies. More significantly, we 
should all be concerned with the level of 
influence these international businesses 
have on our children’s education. Our 
Minister of Education, George Abbott 
has encouraged students across BC to 
bring their electronic devices to school 
– phones, computers, etc. – with a 
blatant disregard for the socioeconomic 
disparity inherent with such a scenario, 
especially in the province with the 
highest child poverty rate in the country.

In another recent announcement, 
the BC Liberal government outlined 
plans to change the College of Teachers. 
The College regulates qualification 
and dismissal of teachers. The main 
concern with the revamped College 
of Teachers regards the position of 
Commissioner, who will have broad, 
sweeping, undemocratic powers to 
control teachers.

Control over public education has 
been sought for political gain throughout 
history.  Citizens, including parents and 
students, need to be concerned when 
local, democratic autonomy over public 
education is lost.  It is now time to be 
very concerned.

For more information on these 
issues, and to follow the campaign of BC 
teachers, please visit the BCTF webiste 
(www.bctf.ca).

Arrow Lakes Teachers support struggle to defend public education

Fixed link on Arrow 
Lakes a no brainer

It is with interest that I read the 
news about a new ferry at Galena. 
It would appear the only thing to be 
decided is where the new ferry will be 
built and by whom.

We at Beaton Arm Crossing 
Association (BACA) feel a new 
ferry is a poor choice to solve the 
transportation problems at Galena 
Bay. A new, bigger ferry may carry 
more vehicles per trip but would 
hardly carry more people per day. The 
reason is very simple. Loading and 
unloading an 80-vehicle ferry takes up 
to 20 minutes, making a trip across the 
lake up to twice as long as it is today. 
A time motion study has proven this.

There are other problems. 179 out 
of 188 municipalities have signed the 
BC Climate Action Charter, which 
aims to reduce green house gas (GHG) 
emissions. The Osprey on Kootenay 
Lake is about the size of ferry planned 
for and that vessel emits almost 10 
tonnes of carbon dioxide daily. That’s 
over 90,000 tonnes of GHG pollution 
in 25 years, which could be avoided if 
a fixed link were built!

Another consideration is cost. 
The cost of operating the Galena Bay 
ferry for the 2011/2012 year is $4.2 
million. The new, larger ferry will 
exceed $5.3 million per annum based 
on the cost of the Osprey, a similar 
sized vessel. In 20 years that would 
escalate to $18 million if the fuel costs 
stay stable, which is unlikely. That’s 
tossing money out the window. And 
all it would get you is a 19-hour daily 
service.

But think of the winter months 
when the huge ferry is often at 10 
percent capacity but still has to expend 
the same energy to ply the Arrow 
Lakes waters. What a waste!

We at BACA suggest that we 
immediately start planning on a fixed 
link crossing, which would offer 
24/7 accessibility on this north-south 

corridor that is often the escape route 
for the closed Trans-Canada Highway. 
The Trans-Canada Highway was 
closed for 29 days last year and in 
most cases the traffic was diverted 
from Revelstoke down to the Galena 
ferry.

BACA has several options 
outlined in detail how this fixed link 
makes financial, environmental and 
commercial sense. Over 600 people 
feel it’s a good idea, as do all four 
MLAs and both MPs in the Kootenay 
region. RDCK and Shuswap Regional 
District representatives also support 
the idea. Many businesses have 
written to us pleading for a fixed link. 
It’s a no brainer.

I say forget about a bigger ferry. 
Let’s bite the bullet and build the fixed 
link now! 

Immediately following a meeting 
with the Ministry of Transportation 
and Infrastructure on December 16, 
2011 all the details of BACA’s 50-
page business case, links to all the 
studies to date and letters of support 
will be released on the website http://
www.ArrowBACA.ca. 

Gene Nagy
Nakusp

Secretary/Treasurer, BACA
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Barn Kittens
KAAP has some cats 
and kittens that would 
be good for a nice 
warm workshop or 
barn. Do you need a 
mouser to be part of 
your family? Call Koo-
tenay Animal Assis-
tance Program volun-
teers at 250-352-2008 
or check on www.
homes4animals.com.

Season’s Greetings
From the Council & Staff of 

the Village of Slocan

Holiday Hours:
The Village Office will 
be closed at 4 pm on 

Thursday, December 22nd 
and will re-open at 9 am 

on January 2nd, 2012.

Wishing all of you 
a safe and happy 

holiday!

The Corporation of 
the Village of Slocan

NOTICE:
2012 COUNCIL MEETING SCHEDULE

Passed and adopted at the December 5th Regular Council Meet-
ing, Council Meetings will be held on the second MONDAY of 
each month.

Listed below is the new 2012 schedule:
 
 January 9 May 14  September 10
 February 13 June 11  October 9
 March 12 July 9  November 13
 April 12  August 13 December 10

Certified Electrical Contractor
Fully Licenced & Insured

office  (250) 358-2479
mobile (250) 551-6182 (TIME)

jacob@onetimeelectrical.com
www.onetimeelectrical.com

Wishing you and yours a a safe 
and happy holiday season!

by Michael Dorsey
Silverton’s council members 

will have a lighter meeting load 
this term with the elimination of 
the appointments of liaisons to 
the Silverton Historical Society, 
Silverton Community Club, Slocan 
Lake Gallery Society and Slocan 
Lake Arena Society. Instead, these 
organizations will be asked to send 
their meeting minutes to council. 
If items are submitted requiring 
council’s participation, they will 
be added to the agenda of the 
appropriate committee or council 
meeting.

• New Mayor Kathy Provan, 
new Councillors Jason Clarke and 

Silverton council, December 5: Liaison appointments eliminated
Christopher Love, and returning 
Councillors Leah Main and Ross 
Johnson, were sworn in by Acting 
CAO Elaine Rogers at the inaugural 
meeting December 5 at Memorial 
Hall.

Mayor  Provan made the 
following appointments.

Staffing Committee: Councillor 
Johnson (chair), Councillor Clarke, 
Mayor Provan; Finance Committee: 
Mayor Provan (chair), Councillors 
Main and Love; Facilities and 
Recreation Committee: Councillor 
Love (chair), Councillor Main and 
Mayor Provan.

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  c o u n c i l 
appointments were approved.

RDCK: Director - Councillor 
Main; Alternate - Mayor Provan; 
West  Kootenay  Boundary 
Regional Hospital District Board: 
Appointee - Mayor Provan; Alternate 
- Councillor Main; Chamber of 
Commerce: Councillor Clarke; 
Alternate - Councillor Love; 
Emergency Recovery & Response: 
Councillor Main; Alternate - Mayor 
Provan; Recreation Commission 
#6: Councillor Main; Alternate 
- Councillor Clarke; Banking 
Institution: Kootenay Savings Credit 
Union, New Denver; Auditor: Berg 
Naqvi Lehmann; Corporate Law 
Firm: Staples, McDannold, Stewart; 
Acting Mayor Schedule: Clarke 
(January-March); Johnson (April-
June); Love (July-September); Main 
(October-December).

The new Silverton council: Front - Councillor Christopher Love, Councillor Leah Main, Mayor Kathy Provan, Councillor Ross Johnson. 
Back - Acting CAO Elaine Rogers, Councillor Jason Clarke.

submitted by Craig Lawrence
The Slocan Valley Rail Trail has 

become a popular winter pastime in 
the Slocan Valley in recent years 
and this year promises to be better 
than ever. 

Volunteers of the Slocan 
Valley Heritage Trail Society have 

Slocan Valley Rail Trail ready for cross-country skiing
groomed the northern half of the 
trail already and are ready to groom 
and trackset the 45-kilometre trail 
from Crescent Valley to Slocan 
when more snow arrives. 

Here are a few tips to help make 
the trail an enjoyable experience.

For  informat ion on the 

state of the trail, visit the new 
Rail Trail website at www.
slocanvalleyrailtrail.ca. 

The home page has a grooming 
update link that is kept current 
with the latest grooming and trail 
conditions. This website is also a 
great tool to keep up to date on 
what’s happening on the historic 
former CPR right-of-way.

For those using the trail here are 
a few reminders: 

• The ‘trackset’ is for skiers, so 
please try not to walk in it.

• The trackset will be on one side 

of the trail so there will be ample 
room for walking, snowshoeing 
and skate skiing. 

• If taking your pet, please try 
to ‘scoop the poop’ off the main 
trail to assist with the grooming 
program. 

• This year, horse riders are 
being asked to refrain from using 
the groomed sections of trail from 
December 1 to mid-March.

There are two upcoming Rail 
Trail events happening in January 
that everyone is invited to enjoy. 
The Full Moon Ski takes place on 

Sunday, January 8 between 6:30 
pm and 8 pm and the eighth annual 
Day on the Trail will happen on 
Sunday, January 28 from noon to 
2 pm. 

Both events are taking place 
approximately 1.5 kilometres north 
of Perry Siding, or two kilometres 
south of the Kennedy Road trailhead 
at Lemon Creek. Both will feature 
hot chocolate, a roaring fire and lots 
of friendly smiles.

For more information on the 
event, visit the Rail Trail website 
or call 250-355-2397.
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Wolfgang’s Plumbing 
Services

Season’s
Greetings 

From 
Wolfgang 

& the Staff

Winlaw, BC • 250-226-7320

Season’s Greetings
from Peter & the staff

Closed December 25

5722 Hwy 6 • Winlaw
250-226-7282

Featuring Green 
Aspen Fuel 

from Sweden 
for all your 

small engine fuel needs - 
for better performance, 

low fumes, smokeless, and 
lasts up to five years longer 

than regular fuel

3637 Hwy 6
Passmore

Westside Small Engines
Bruce Hayes
Christmas hours: Dec 23 - Jan 3 Closed
Monday to Friday Reg hours 9- 5:30 
Closed from 2 - 4 :15 (Drives school bus)

Sales and Service
Briggs & Stratton  Shindiawa  Brush saws
Snapper Simplicity  Lawn Mowers Shovels
Dolmar (German)  Chain saws Garden tools
Generators  Log Splitters the whole 9 yards

Merry Christmas 
and Happy New 

Year from Sappho’s 
Bakery

Leftover turkey 
tastes GREAT on 

our buns!

Open Thursday 10 
am to 6 pm, Friday 

and Saturday 10 to 8

250-358-2119

Enjoy the Christmas Season 
in the Company of Friends 

& Family

by Jan McMurray
Slocan Val ley  (Area  H) 

organizations from Summit Lake to 
Bonnington will soon have another 
avenue for funding now that the 
Slocan Valley Community Legacy 
Fund has been set up.

Public information meetings 
about the community fund were held 
in Slocan Park and New Denver on 
November 29 and December 1. “We 
planned these meetings to let people 
know what is happening, and to ask 
for board members and advisory 
council members as well,” said Deb 
Corbett, who has been very involved 
in setting up the fund. 

Corbett said the current board 
envisions that there will be two 
committees of the new board: one 
to work on building the endowment 
fund and the other to work on the 
grant program for local non-profits.

The Slocan Valley Community 
Legacy Fund is an endowment fund, 
currently worth about $130,000. 
The interest generated from the 
endowment fund will be distributed 
to community groups through a 
granting process.

The fund is managed by the 
newly formed Slocan Valley 
Community Legacy Society 
(SVCLS), which is an affiliate of the 
Osprey Foundation out of Nelson.

It all began in November 2009, 
when Kootenay Savings Community 
Foundation announced a total 
contribution of one million dollars 
to local community foundations 
in every community with a KSCU 
branch. The Slocan Valley, with 
KSCU branches in New Denver and 
South Slocan, was allotted about 
$130,000 of that million dollars 
– but no community foundation 
existed in the valley at the time. This 
was the impetus to start one. 

With the help of Norm Carruthers 
of the Osprey Foundation, five 
Slocan Valley residents formed the 
non-profit society and established 
the affiliation with Osprey.

At the New Denver meeting, 
SVCLS board chair Deb Corbett 
explained that they decided to set 
up as a community fund under 
the Osprey Foundation instead of 
setting up a separate foundation for 
the Slocan Valley because it was 
the easier option – establishing a 
non-profit society and an affiliation 
with Osprey was much less work 
than it would have been to establish 

a charitable foundation. Also, as an 
affiliate of Osprey, Osprey manages 
the endowment fund and does 
all the administration work for 
a fee of less than one percent. 
Corbett added that a Slocan Valley 
community foundation can always 
be established in future if a future 
board sees fit to do so.

Lisa Erven from Columbia 
Basin Trust was also at the 
meeting to explain that CBT 
supports community foundations 
and community funds. The Trust 
will match funds raised by the 
community up to $50,000. “You 
can leverage the CBT funds if there 
is demonstrated support from the 
community,” she said, adding that 
the sustainability of the community 
fund depends on the community 
continually building the endowment.

Cur ren t  boa rd  members 
indicated that this is one of the next 
steps for the new board – to launch 
a fundraising campaign with a goal 
of $50,000 in order to leverage the 
CBT matching funds.

Erven also said CBT will help 
with training. The Trust is currently 
working with the Community 
Foundation of Cranbrook to organize 
a training session for people involved 
in community foundations and 
funds, and CBT will provide up to 
$500 for individualized training – for 
example, a bookkeeping course for 
the treasurer.

People wanted to know what 
kind of interest could be earned in 
today’s investment market. Board 
member Craig Stowell said Osprey 
has been earning 3.5 percent on 
average for the last five years. Using 
3 percent as an example, he said 
$3,000 could be made on $100,000. 
He also said the Slocan Valley fund 
is in a guaranteed investment with 
KSCU.

Corbett confirmed that there 
would be a granting process this 
winter with $3,000-$4,000 to be 
dispersed. “And that will grow every 
year,” added board member Heather 
Burns.

When asked about the criteria 
for applying for the grants, Corbett 
said the current board would like to 
keep it open and diverse, but the new 
board will be responsible for coming 
up with the granting process.

Stowell explained that the 
Canada Revenue Agency restricts 
the types of organizations that can 

receive funds from community 
foundations, but groups that don’t 
qualify will easily find a group 
that does qualify to apply on their 
behalf. Eligible organizations 
include registered charities, local 
governments and school districts. 
Area H Director Walter Popoff was 
there, and indicated that the RDCK 
would be willing to consider applying 
on behalf of any organization in the 
Valley. Burns added that Osprey has 
never had a problem granting funds 
to any organization.

One person said she would like 
to join the board, but she belongs 
to three organizations that would 
probably be requesting funding. 
Corbett said this was an issue that 
the new board will have to address, 
and said she would not be involved 
in the granting process because she 
works for WE Graham Community 
Service Society, which is involved 
with many community groups.

The society would like nine 
or ten people on the board and as 
many as possible on the advisory 
committee. By the end of the two 
meetings, seven people had signed 
up as board members, three people 
indicated they may be willing to sit 
on the board, and nine people had 
signed up as advisory committee 
members.

For more information, or to 
express interest in sitting on the 
board or advisory committee, email 
svcls.chair@gmail.com.

Slocan Valley Community Legacy Society 
calls for board and advisory council members
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HOLIDAY 
GREETINGS

Dec. 21, 22, 23      10 – 4 pm

Dec. 24, 25, 26, 27  Closed

Dec. 28, 29     10 – 4 pm

Dec. 30, 31, Jan. 1, 2  Closed

Opening Jan. 3

Please call for 
holiday hours

For all your insurance 
needs

265-3631 • 1-800-665-6010

202 Broadway St. W. • Nakusp

Barton 
Insurance Brokers

Thanks to our 
customers and wishing 

everyone a safe and 
happy holiday season

Open 9-1 on Dec 24, Closed Dec 25-27
Open 9-1 on Dec 31, Closed Jan 1 & 2

405 Front St., Kaslo, BC
Ph.:(250)353-7633 • Fax: (250)353-7355

submitted
After many months of research, 

interviews and discussion, the first step 

consumption. All combined, these 
efforts, their accompanying relationships, 
and the very act of eating, make up what 
can be referred to as our ‘food system.’ 
But how do we define this ‘system’ and 
how do we identify the relationships 
within it to make sure that the system 
is functioning in the best interest of the 
people it serves? 

With no efforts currently underway in 
the West Kootenay region to consistently 
bring together those involved within and 
outside of the food system, a regional 
food system alliance was believed to 
be an ideal forum to help enhance our 
regional food supply. 

Jon Steinman of the Co-op Radio 
Show Deconstructing Dinner took the 
lead on the initiative and gathered a team 
from throughout the region to advise on 
the process and contribute to what has 
become a strategic recommendation on 
what next steps should be taken.

The committee narrowed its 
attention on economic development, 
believing it to be the greatest opportunity 
for our regional food system. This 
focus of attention has proven to be very 
successful with organizations like the 
Center for an Agricultural Economy 
in Vermont and the Willamette Farm 
and Food Coalition in Oregon. These 
organizations offer great examples of 
the opportunities to be found from more 
coordinated, cross-sector work within 
the food system. The committee believes 
this should become the primary focus of 
an eventual regional food system alliance 
in the West Kootenay.

By ‘economic development,’ the 
committee is referring to a sustained 
effort among all people within the 
region to support and develop the 
infrastructure, knowledge and skills 
necessary to increase the amount of 
food produced and processed in the 
region. The committee believes that 
through better coordination among 
individuals, organizations, governments 
and businesses, a regional food system 
alliance would be an exciting tool which 

could carry out a mandate to take on, 
stimulate, and/or partner on activities 
which would capture the millions of 
food dollars leaking out of the region 
every year. 

What is meant by ‘leakage’? It is 
estimated that the population within 
the region spends roughly $266 million 
per year on food, with only a small 
percentage of that being spent on locally 
produced products. 

“We see this as one of the greatest 
economic development opportunities 
for the region,” says Jon Steinman. 
“Focusing more attention on the food 
system as economic development and 
trying to keep more of our food dollars 
within the region, means increasing the 
support for existing, new and emerging 
farmers, businesses and cooperatives; 
creating jobs; fostering greater resilience 
within the regional economy; and 
reinstating the importance of being 
strong stewards of our soil, forests and 
watersheds.” 

The advisory committee is made up 
of Corky Evans (former MLA Nelson-
Creston), Sheila Dobie (Spencer Hill 
Orchard), Jocelyn Carver (Kootenay 
Country Store Co-operative), Wayne 
Harris (Kootenay Alpine Cheese / 
Mountain Valley Farm), Nadine 
Raynolds (Redfish School of Change / 
GreenLearning BC), Mike Stolte (Center 
for Innovative and Entrepreneurial 
Leadership) and Carolee Colter (CDS 
Consulting Co-op).

The report was made possible by 
funding and support from the Columbia 
Basin Trust, the Hume Hotel, Nelson 
and District Credit Union, Heritage 
Credit Union, Kootenay Country Store 
Co-operative, Kootenay Co-op Radio, 
Kootenay Food Strategy Society and 
Deconstructing Dinner. 

To read the report and the 
recommended next steps, visit www.
deconstructingdinner.ca. Feedback is 
welcomed and encouraged. Contact 
Jon Steinman, 250-352-6597 or jon@
steinman.com.

Report released on West Kootenay Food System Alliance 
towards a regional food system alliance 
for the West Kootenay has been taken.

Now available online is an in-depth 

report: ‘Towards a Regional Food 
System Alliance Development Strategy 
for the West Kootenay.’ The report looks 
into how food councils, non-profits, 
and other food system initiatives are 
formed and how they function. The 
accompanying recommendation, which 
is also found within the report and as a 
separate document online, is driven by 
the committee’s belief that determining 
the function of an alliance prior to 
determining its form is essential. 

“The  commi t t ee  be l i eves 
that the report and accompanying 
recommendation will offer strong 
support for a West Kootenay food 
system that shows an increase in the 
percentage of locally produced food each 
year, is robust and versatile in the face of 
ecological and economic pressures, and 
is an inspiration for a vibrant and resilient 
culture of food in other regions,” said Jon 
Steinman, project lead.

 In April of this year, funding and 
support was secured to carry out research 
into organizations in Canada and the 
United States seeking to improve their 
communities’ access to local, healthy and 
responsibly produced food by bringing 
together stakeholders within their local 
food system. 

The West Kootenay is already home 
to a diverse community of individuals, 
businesses and organizations that 
contribute to the production, processing 
and distribution of food for local 
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Nakusp, BC 
250-265-3681

• LUMBER
• SIDING
• INSULATION
• ROOFING
• DRYWALL
• FLOORING
• HARDWARE
• GENERAL PAINT
• PLUMBING
• ELECTRICAL
• WOOD STOVES
• WINDOWS/DOORS
• SCAFFOLDING
• ENGINEERED FLOORS
• ROOF TRUSSES
• TOOL RENTALS
• AGRICULTURAL FEEDS
• GARDENING SUPPLIES
• GREENHOUSE

OPEN
8 am - 5:30 Weekdays
9 am - 5:00 Saturday

The Best Lumberyard 
in the Kootenays

We deliver!

Paul Peterson,
Director “Arrow Lakes”
Regional District 
of Central Kootenay.

Enjoy the Season in the company 
of family & friends.

www.vincedevito.com

Open Dec 24 9 - 5:30
Closed Dec 25, 26
Open Dec 27 - 31 9 - 5:30
Closed Jan 1

416 Broadway
Nakusp, BC
250-265-3644

Closed Dec 24 - Jan 2
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 

from Tracy and all the staff

by Jan McMurray
Walter Posnikoff is soon retiring 

from his position as superintendent/
secretary-treasurer of School 
District 10, and the search is on to 

Arrow Lakes School District 10 on the search for new superintendent
replace him.

The posting closed on December 
9 and the new superintendent will be 
hired toward the end of February, 
according to a timeline set out 

with the assistance of a recruitment 
agency that specializes in education: 
‘Make a Future - Careers in BC 
Education.’

‘Make a  Future’ (www.

makeafuture.ca) was created by 
the BC Public School Employers’ 
Association as a joint venture 
among BC’s 60 public boards 
of education and the Ministry of 
Education. Its goal is “to innovate 
and advance K-12 public education 
employee recruitment and retention 
to ensure the right people are in the 
right places at the right time.”

Make a Future does not consider 
the search ‘closed’ until the right 
candidate has been found, so 
although the process typically 
takes about four months, it could 
take longer.

All stakeholders – unions, 
administrators, trustees, DPAC – 
are consulted during the process to 
help design the hiring process and 
the selection criteria. Ultimately it 
is the board of education that hires 
the new superintendent/secretary-
treasurer.

• Enrolment in the district is 528, 
broken down as follows:

Edgewood Elementary (K-7): 21 
students; Burton Elementary (K-4): 
10 students; Nakusp Elementary (K-

7): 194 students; Nakusp Secondary: 
193 students; Lucerne Elementary 
Secondary (K-12): 83 students; 
Distributed Learning: 27 students.

The new School District 10 board of education: Carol Bell, Judy Struck, Quinn Decourcy, Pattie Adam (chair), Lora Lee Brekke.

submitted by Ministry of Education
In August, the Ministry of 

Education undertook a review 
of the school district funding 
formula and asked for input from 
BC’s boards of education. A 
representative committee under the 
BC School Trustees’ Association 
(BCSTA) identified several school 
district concerns and submitted 
recommendations for funding 
formula changes under the principles 
of equity, predictability, stability, 
flexibility and transparency. 

Total operating funding to school 
districts in 2011-12 is $4.721 billion, 
increasing to $4.724 billion in 2012-
13. In line with the committee’s 
recommendations, the ministry has 
introduced changes to the way these 
funds will be allocated, beginning 
in 2012-13. 

Additional funding will go 
towards districts where the number 
of vulnerable students has increased, 
supplementing the CommunityLINK 
grant by $5 million in 2012-13 
and $11 million in 2013-14. 
Communi tyLINK (Learning 
Includes Nutrition and Knowledge) 
funds support meal and snack 
programs, child and youth workers, 
community schools, literacy and 
the healthy schools initiative for 
vulnerable students. 

Enhancements to existing 
supplements will result in more 
targeted funds for small districts 
and communities. This will mean 
an estimated additional $1.5 million 

Changes made to funding formula for schools
to help cover the costs of operating 
small, rural or remote schools and 
$3.7 million for the smallest school 
districts in the province. 

The transportation supplement 
will be revised using school-age 
density and enrolment data to provide 
equitable funding to districts based 
on special transportation needs and 
the location of students in relation to 
their schools 

The committee’s report also 
identified concerns with the 
continued allocation of funding 
protection. In the interests of 
providing long-term sustainable and 
predictable funding, those districts 
experiencing enrolment decline will 
now be protected to at least 98.5 
percent of the previous autumn’s 
funding level. 

Expect 
Pedestrians
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COMING TO 
CRANBROOK?
Need a clean quiet comfortable 
place to stay without breaking 
the bank? Enjoy Your Stay at the 
Model A!

46 extra large rooms for your 
accommodation needs Family, Senior and Pet Friendly! Smok-
ing and Non-Smoking Rooms! Deluxe continental breakfast 
included with your stay! Close to Walmart, Superstore, 1 block 
from Tamarack Mall for your shopping convenience. Across the 
street from Wendy’s and Tim Horton’s

http://www.facebook.com/modelainn
1908 Cranbrook St North, Cranbrook BC V1C 3T1
Book with the Model A Inn at 1-888-489-4600

Valley Voice Special
Sunday to Thursday Stay for $65.00* or Stay 2 nights get 3rd night free**

*Rate good for one night accommodation. Plus tax.
**Regular Room Rate $89 plus tax applies to 1st 2 nights, must be 

consecutive stay. Advance reservations required. Not good with any other 
offers. Based on availability. Must present coupon to receive discount. 

Expires 12/30/2011.

Wishing you and your 
family a warm and 

festive holiday season!
RHC Insurance Brokers Ltd.

Holiday Hours:
Closed Dec. 24 - 27

Open Dec. 28 - 30, 9 - 5
Closed Dec. 31 - Jan. 2
Regular hours resume 

Jan. 3

Kaslo Mohawk 
is open 

through the 
holidays!

250-353-2205
405-4th St.

Kaslo

submitted
Did you ever need a ride to Nelson 

or Kelowna and just couldn’t find anyone 
going that day? Did you ever have an 
out-of-town appointment and would 
have liked some company on the long 
drive? And what about that time you had 
to drive all the way to Nelson to pick up 
one small, important item?

KootenayRideshare.com, sponsored 
by the West Kootenay EcoSociety, has 
been serving the West Kootenays for 
several years by connecting those who 
need rides with those who are willing 
to provide them. However, many of us 
in the North Slocan have not found this 
service relevant to our needs. Thanks 
to CBT Community Initiatives grants 
from the Villages of New Denver and 
Silverton, the Healthy Housing Society 
and Nelson based EcoSociety have 
teamed up to make this service more 
user-friendly for North Slocan residents.

Starting in March, it will be much 
easier to see who is offering or needing 
a ride originating from the North Slocan 
or going to the North Slocan. You will 
be able to peruse only those rides starting 
from or going to within a few kilometres 
of your starting point or destination. 
It will be possible to learn where the 
potential ride or passenger lives – he/
she may turn out to be a neighbour, or a 
friend of a friend. The transfer of goods 
will be another new feature. If you need 
something picked up from out of town, 
add your information to the website 
and you might get an email or call from 
someone willing to help out. If you are 
willing to deliver, just check the box 
when you register a trip. Suggested 
donations for pickup of goods and to 
help with gas will be included in the 
site, although this is always up to you 
and your passenger/driver to negotiate.

New Denver group works with EcoSociety to improve Kootenay RideShare
A ‘North Slocan Community 

Forum’ will be added to enable residents 
to arrange transportation to special out-
of-town events or to find out if there 
are others in the community interested 
in carpooling, for example to go to the 
hot springs once a week. Several other 
new upgrades and revisions will also 
be made.

This project is motivated by an 
interest in helping people with their 

transportation needs and in reducing 
transportation impacts and greenhouse 
gas emissions. It also has the added 
benefit of building new and positive 
social relationships. The Healthy 
Housing Society decided to partner with 
the EcoSociety to make this an affordable 
and attractive website that would better 
serve North Slocan residents, as well 
as drivers and passengers across the 
Kootenays.

by Timothy Schafer
A green fleet and green purchasing 

policy have been adopted at the Regional 
District level, helping mark another rung 
up the ladder of the Carbon Neutral 
Kootenays project.

Sustainable considerations will 
now come into play when it concerns 
vehicle acquisition, replacement and 
usage decisions under the new policy – 
replacing the existing RDCK Vehicles 
Policy.

The goal of the new vehicle 
replacement policy is to provide the 
least cost per service kilometre consistent 
with requirements for reliability, safety 
and now climate action commitments.

The new policy acknowledges that 
fleet management decisions are linked to 
the RDCK’s ability to achieve its climate 
action commitments.

The policy restricts non-essential 
vehicle idling – stoppages longer than 
10 seconds – while requiring new 
vehicle purchases to incorporate right 
sizing, life cycle costs and fuel choice. 
RDCK vehicles will now be purchased 
according to the average or usual 
anticipated use of the vehicle.

If occasional vehicle needs exceed 
the capacity of the vehicle purchased, 
vehicle sharing or rental will be required.

All life-cycle costs of a vehicle will 
now be considered, with capital costs, 
maintenance costs, fuel costs and resale 
costs all taken into consideration. As 
well, all fleet management decisions 
will promote vehicles that run on 
alternative fuel sources, low emissions 
fuel (biodiesel, low sulphur gas) and an 
acceptable fuel consumption mileage 
for its use.

It also helps educate drivers on 
efficient driving practices and encourages 
reducing single occupancy trips through 
vehicle sharing.

However, the RDCK will no longer 
cover liability to other people (bodily 
injury and property damage) due to 
employee negligence in the operation 
of an RDCK vehicle while the employee 
was conducting RDCK business.

RDCK adopts two more green policies
The Green Purchasing Policy 

amends the existing Purchasing Policy 
in that it now supports consideration 
of environmental factors in purchasing 
decisions. 

The  po l i cy  now inc ludes 
environmental stewardship goals and 
steps for sustainable purchasing. It 
promotes the use of life-cycle costing 
when making purchasing decisions, and 
requires that energy-efficient equipment 
is selected whenever feasible.

The RDCK will now consider 
whether an existing product has 
been used to the end of its life, if 
needs can be met in another way, and 
reduce consumption rates. The policy 
recommends renting, leasing or buying 
second hand from classifieds or from 
suppliers.

Durable, longer-life products will 
be chosen, as will products designed 
to address specific environmental or 
social concerns, with life-cycle costing 
factored in.

In order to pay for the possible 
higher costs of energy-efficient vehicles 
or other capital assets, the RDCK 
has committed funds to greenhouse 
gas emissions reduction through the 
Community Works funding program 
and the Climate Action Reserve Fund.

As part of the Carbon Neutral 
Kootenays project, the RDCK was 
provided with five draft policies to 
support implementation of the RDCK’s 
goal of greenhouse gas emissions 
reduction.

They include:
1. Climate Action Reserve Fund 

Policy
This policy was adopted by the 

RDCK in early 2011.
2. Green Buildings Policy
This policy will be considered for 

adoption in late 2011, early 2012.
3. Green Vehicles Policy
4. Purchasing Policy Amendment
This policy and the Green Purchasing 

Policy have been consolidated by RDCK 
staff into a single proposed policy.

5. Green Purchasing Policy
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Ho!
Ho!

Ho!

We’re 
Closed!!!

Closed Dec. 17 - Jan. 8
Reopens 7:00 am (or so) Jan 9, 2012

Real Estate in Kaslo and 
North Kootenay Lake 
www.century21kaslo.com 
kul@century21kaslo.com 

250-505-4722
Century21 Mountainview Realty Ltd.

COMMUNITY

Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work, Certified 
Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal

WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS
CLOSED:
December 17 - January 2
Snow removal and 24 hr towing is still available

359-7815  
1-877-376-6539
3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

WANTED 
TO BUY: 

CEDAR AND 
PINE POLES
John Shantz

• 250-308-7941 (cell)

Please contact: Gorman 
Brothers Lumber Ltd.

250-547-9296

by Jan McMurray
There’s a new face and a new 

facet to the Regional Innovation 
Cha i r  i n  Rura l  Economic 
Development position at Selkirk 
College.

Dr. Terri MacDonald took 
over the position in July when 
her predecessor, George Penfold, 
retired. Penfold held the position 
from when it was established in 
November 2006.

The  job  now no t  on ly 
entails conducting research on 
rural economic development 
in the region, but also leading 
the Columbia Basin  Rural 
Development Institute (RDI).

This new facet of the job, the 
RDI, is a partnership between 
Columbia Basin Trust and Selkirk 
College.

Essentially, the RDI was 
established to take over the 
Columbia Basin ‘State of the 
Basin’ Initiative, launched in 
2008 by the CBT. “Columbia 
Basin Trust and Selkirk College 
recognize that there are collective 
and mutual benefits to collaboration 
between CBT’s State of the Basin 
Initiative, Selkirk College’s 

Regional Innovation Chair in 
Rural Economic Development and 
the Selkirk Geospatial Research 
Centre,” states a fact sheet about 
the institute.

The State of the Basin will be 
a database containing all kinds 
of information about the Basin 
that can be accessed online by the 
public. It could help a business with 
the development of a business plan, 
for example, or a local government 
with its decision making.

“The State of the Basin 
Initiative is an indicator and 
monitoring program developed to 
collect and report on information 
for the purpose of providing an up-
to-date picture of the well-being of 
the Basin,” said MacDonald.

She explained that the RDI 
will provide ongoing development 
support for the State of the 
Basin Initiative, as well as the 
necessary research required to 
make the program into a highly 
utilized, community-driven online 
indicators tool. She aims to ensure 
that the information collected is 
relevant, current and accessible 
for the communities and decision 
makers within the region. “We 

will be providing ongoing ‘trends 
analysis’ on our website to help 
decision makers and residents better 
understand what the indicators data 
means,” she said.

The State of the Basin website  
portal will be available by June 
2012. In the meantime, people 
will be able to access community 
profiles on the RDI website when 
it is launched in late January 2012.

M a c D o n a l d  c o m e s  t o 
the position with a Ph.D. in 
Educational Studies from the 
University of British Columbia and 
ten years of experience working 
in community and economic 
development across BC, primarily 
in the Kootenay region. She has 
worked with the Nelson Committee 

on Homelessness, the Centre for 
Innovative and Entrepreneurial 
Leadership in  Nelson,  the 
federal Rural Secretariat, and the 
Government of Nunavut.

MacDonald  has  a  fu l l -
time researcher working with 
her, Darwin Horning. Horning 
is a professional planner with 
experience working in diverse areas 
ranging from local sustainability 
planning in the Columbia Basin, 
to development of Low Carbon 
Community Plans in Guyana, and 

ecologically sustainable regional 
planning in South East Queensland, 
Australia.

New Regional Innovation Chair in Rural Economic Development

Terri MacDonald is the new Regional Innovation Chair 
in Rural Economic Development at Selkirk College.

Wishing everyone 
a Joy Filled 

Holiday 
Season

Christmas hours:
Nakusp Glass will be 

closed from Dec 24-Jan 1.  
Reopening with 

regular hours on Jan 2.

NAKUSP GLASS
201 Broadway

265-3252
The clear choice for 
all your glass needs!

submitted
Helping Columbia Basin 

communities better understand the 
needs of and challenges faced by 
local businesses is a goal of a new 
Business Retention and Expansion 
(BR+E) pilot project. 

The project is being spearheaded 
by the Columbia Basin Rural 
Development Institute (RDI), formed 
in fall 2010 through a partnership 
between Columbia Basin Trust and 
Selkirk College.

BR+E focuses on addressing 
the needs of businesses already in 
a community, encouraging them to 
stay (retain) or grow (expand). This 
in turn affects job creation and the 
economic health of the community.

Through the three-year pilot 
project, which will begin in 2012, 
RDI will offer research and training 
support to communities interested 
in undertaking BR+E initiatives. 
The RDI will work in partnership 
with varying groups – from local 
governments and Chambers of 
Commerce to the BC Ministry of 
Jobs, Tourism and Innovation – 
to gather information from local 
businesses, enter data into the web 
application BC Business Counts, 
for which RDI has purchased a 
Basin-wide license, analyze the 

Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work, 
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal

WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS
359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539

3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

data and offer follow-up support to 
businesses.

“The RDI’s purpose is to support 
informed decision making through 
the provision of relevant and timely 
research,” said Terri MacDonald, 
RDI Regional Innovation Chair 
in Rural Economic Development. 
“With the valuable information 
collected through BC Business 
Counts in hand, decision makers and 
economic development practitioners 
in the Basin will be well positioned 
to provide targeted support to our 
local businesses.”

The first group to test the 
project will be the Lower Columbia 
Initiatives Corporation (LCIC), 
a partnership between the Cities 
of Rossland and Trail, Villages of 
Warfield, Montrose and Fruitvale 
and Areas A and B of the Regional 
District of Kootenay Boundary.

The Kootenay Association for 
Science and Technology (KAST) 
and Kootenay Rockies Innovation 
Council will also be taking part, 

focusing on the manufacturing and 
technology sector.

Other Basin communities, 
particularly those without an 
economic development officer or 
economic development plan, can 
look for support from RDI to develop 
capacity and understanding before 
moving ahead.

The project’s region-wide 
approach will allow the Basin as 
a whole to identify and respond to 
shared challenges, important in areas 
with limited resources or community 
capacity. It will also allow the 
information to feed into the State of 
the Basin Initiative, which monitors 
and reports on social, environmental, 
economic and cultural indicators and 
trends in the Basin. The State of the 
Basin data is expected to be available 
online in June 2012 at www.cbrdi.ca.

Region-wide Business Retention 
and Expansion project announced
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Warren, Gale, 
and Lyle

Need used parts? 
Give us a call!

VILLAGE OF 
NEW DENVER

2012 COUNCIL MEETING SCHEDULE
Council Meetings are held at 7:00 p.m. in the Village of New 
Denver Council Chambers at 115 Slocan Avenue, New Denver, 
BC, on the second and fourth Tuesdays of the month. 

January 10th and 24th   July 10th and 24th 
February 14th and 28th  August 14th and 28th

March 13th and 27th  September 11th and 25th 
April 10th and 24th   October 9th  and 23rd

May 8th and 22nd  November 13th and 27th

June 12th and 26th  December 11th and 25th 

The Donation Store
Holiday Hours:

Closed Dec 24 - Jan 15
Opening Jan 16

Main Street • New Denver

SLOCAN FITNESS 
CENTRE

Open 24 hours a day!

New programs • New equipment • Same price

slocanfitness@gmail.com • 250-355-2484

from Walter Popoff,
Director, Area “H,”

RDCK

COMMUNITY

From Kim, Denise, Logan, 
Mark, Paul & Norm. 
Closed Dec 23-26

submitted
Thank goodness for Slocan City’s 

Fitness Centre and all the options 
that are offered there, especially the 

Keeping spirits high at the fitness centre in the Village of Slocan
services of Megan Bly, the in-house 
fitness instructor. She has been a 
certified personal trainer for over 
10 years and locals are grateful for 

her expertise and personal guidance 
through the process of getting in 
better shape. 

The Slocan Fitness Centre 
opened up three years ago this 
December and many citizens from all 

over the valley are coming in to take 
advantage of the centre on Harold 
Street. At this time of year, it is key 
to keep the body moving and local 
regulars are enjoying the natural 
high, strength and flexibility that they 
get after a session with Megan. “My 
spirits really are lifted and my daily 
life is enhanced from the work I do 
with Megan,” says one local. 

Currently the Slocan Fitness 
Centre has strength machines, a 
brand new commercial treadmill 
and elliptical cross trainer machines. 
Plus, the centre just received $2,500 
from the Slocan Legion for new 
equipment and new programs.

Arriving any day are more ‘free 
weights’ and a ‘pull up station’ and 
upgrades to the existing equipment. 

New programs will include a 
three-month guided circuit training 
program starting with a fitness 
testing at the beginning and at the 
end of the three months. 

The fitness testing is free to all 
for the first week of January and the 
circuit training is free to pass holders 
through April. Passes start at $20 
per month and the prices drop for 
extended passes. They are available 
at Mountain Valley Station. 

For information call: 355-2484 
or email slocanfitness@gmail.com. Megan Bly is the in-house fitness instructor at the Slocan Fitness Centre.

submitted by Ministry of Health
About a quarter of seniors in 

residential care in BC will now 
receive up to an additional $600 a 
year. 

The change is the result of the 
Province increasing the minimum 

monthly disposal income amount 
for residential care clients to 
accommodate a federal government 
supplement top-up of $50. Under a 
revised residential care rate structure, 
the monthly minimum disposable 
income amount will rise to $325, up 

from $275. 
Raising the minimum amount 

will allow low-income seniors to 
keep the new federal Guaranteed 
Income Supplement (GIS) increase, 
which was announced by the federal 
government in July 2011. The GIS 
is a federal program which provides 
additional money to low-income 
seniors, on top of the Old Age 
Security pension.

Currently, residential care clients 
pay up to 80 percent of their after-tax 
income toward their room and board 
costs, provided they are left with at 
least $275 a month to cover personal 
expenses. The GIS increase led the 
Province to raise the amount retained 
by low-income seniors to $325 a 
month so they will not lose the extra 
income provided by the top-up. 

New residential care rates, which 
take effect February 1, 2012, will 
range from $932 a month to a 
maximum of $3,022. Private pay 
rates are usually in the $4,000 to 
$5,000 a month range. 

To set the client rates, the 
Province uses income tax data from 
the Canada Revenue Agency. The 
rate-setting process usually begins 
in August, and is completed in the 
fall. Rates are then provided to health 
authorities, who mail notification 
letters to clients, informing them of 
the new rates. 

The provincial government 
subsidizes the room and board costs 
of over 90 percent of all residential 
care clients. No one who needs 
residential care services will be 
turned away as hardship provisions 
are available for those who are 
unable to pay. Every client will also 
continue to have 100 percent of the 
cost of health-care services provided 
in residential care facilities covered 
by the Province. 

New residential care rates benefit low-income seniors 
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Wishing 
you Peace 
and Joy

Main Street, New Denver 
250-358-2847

by Timothy Schafer
What is needed to deliver clean, 

potable water to homes across BC varies 
from urban to rural areas.

But with the Province requiring 
one template for water treatment under 
the Drinking Water Protection Act 
(DWPA), the disparities between what 
rural areas have to pay to reach that bar 
and what urban areas are able to afford 
is accentuated.

The fight to get the provincial 
government to look beyond its DWPA 
requirements and instead at the carrying 
capacity of rural areas to deliver clean 
water has begun.

At  the  las t  Union of  BC 
Municipalities convention in late 
September in Vancouver, Area D 
Director Andy Shadrack, member of the 
UBCM Small Water Systems Working 
Group, made a presentation directed at 
removing the economic inequality faced 
by rural water users.

Under the UBCM’s working group 
recommendations, micro-water systems 
(from two to 24 connections) should 
be exempt from DWPA guidelines 
requiring several degrees of very costly 
filtration. They should also be self-
regulating.

Small water systems: UBCM working group recommends changes to regulations
Further, small water systems from 

25 to 125 connections would be subject 
to DWPA guidelines, but also eligible 
for point-of-entry water treatment – a 
cheaper alternative than what the Act 
recommends – approved by a drinking 
water officer.

Small water systems would also 
be defined not by population, but by 
the number of connections, including 
commercial operators.

Any water system over 125 
connections must meet DWPA 
requirements, Shadrack maintained.

“The objective is to try and find 
treatment requirements that meet the 
needs of rural people, and take into 
account the potential for disease to 
occur,” he said. “With really small 
systems they can’t afford to do 
centralized treatment. It’s not an option 
for a variety of reasons.”

The UBCM intends to present the 
Small Water Systems Working Group’s 
report to the Province. Although still 
essentially in draft form, the document 
makes recommendations on how to 
manage rural water systems with two or 
more connections. Currently, the Act’s 
provisions apply to all water systems 
with two or more connections.

The new proposal would re-
define micro and small water systems, 
propose a new regulatory approach 
commensurate with the population using 
the system, and make risk management 
proportional to the population risk.

Under the proposal, a micro 
system has two to 24 domestic and 
residential connections (not commercial 
enterprises), are required to have a 
construction permit, but will not require 
an operating permit. They will also use 
a health promotion approach and have 
someone responsible for the water 
system and provide potable water.

The micro systems would have 
minimal expectations developed 
that would need to be followed, 
amalgamation or service cooperation, 
and subdivision planning guidelines 

created that would apply to commercial 
or public enterprises (campgrounds, 
motels, service stations).

In shifting from an enforcement 
model under the DWPA towards the 
health promotion model in the proposal, 
Shadrack said micro-system users 
would need to know the risks of the 
water they receive. Guidelines for the 
health promotion model would need to 
be created.

For surface water treatment, the 
policy suggested a two-barrier approach, 
depending on the source water quality. 
It also asked for flexibility for virus 
reduction, to make point-of-entry 
filtration more accessible in cases with 

good source water.
In his presentation, Shadrack 

explained that of the eight notable BC 
water outbreaks since 1995, neither 
chlorine nor UV alone would have 
been sufficient to treat the pathogens. 
UV treatment is effective for bacteria, 
viruses, giardia and cryptosporidium, 
while chlorine helps with some 
bacteria (like E-coli), some viruses and 
disinfection in the distribution system.

Contamination comes from human 
activity – development, logging, 
industry, agriculture, recreation – animal 
activity, including feces and dead or 
decaying matter, and natural events like 
flooding or erosion.

Audrey Repin, Director of Stakeholder Relations for Columbia Power, travelled to Kaslo on 
December 2 to present representatives of the Kaslo and Area Chamber of Commerce with a 

cheque in support of their annual Christmas Light Up Celebration that took place on December 3. 
“We are so happy that we could support this special community Christmas event in its 25th year,” 

said Repin. L to R: Debra Hamilton, Kaslo Chamber president, Maggie Winters, Chamber secretary-
treasurer, Audrey Repin of Columbia Power, and Dawn Lang, past president of the Chamber.
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Season’s Greetings
from all of us at

KMC Kootrac
1056 Playmor Rd, Crescent Valley

Toll-free: 1-800-562-5303
email: kmckoot@telus.net

submitted
Transit service to the North 

Shore and to Castlegar just got a 
little better.

The RDCK board of directors 

RDCK improves transit system with new Nova bus, extra run
approved changes to the region’s 
transit system in consultation with 
BC Transit, expanding the transit 
fleet to include a 40-foot Nova bus for 
the Nelson to Castlegar transit route. 

This bus is expected to provide 
expanded capacity and greater 
comfort for transit users. It has 
33 seats and a capacity of 75 with 
standing room, compared to the 
existing 29-seat International bus. 
An extra run was also added to that 
route to accommodate commuters. 
The Nova began service on Monday, 
December 12. 

“We hope that by providing 
expanded service, ridership will 
increase, and the new bus will address 
the capacity issues that we have been 

experiencing” said Randy Matheson, 
transit coordinator at the RDCK. 

“This could take more vehicle 
traffic off of what is a busy corridor. 
We anticipate that greater transit 
usage will equate to a reduction in 
greenhouse gases.” 

The RDCK and BC Transit have 
also initiated a new bus service to 
the Blewett area consisting of three 
return trips per day to and from 
Nelson. 

The six-month pilot project, 
which started on November 14, 

will be monitored to determine the 
service’s usage and viability. 

The North Shore/Balfour transit 
service was also expanded on 
November 14 with the addition of 
an extra run that leaves Nelson at 
8:40 pm. 

For bus schedules and route 
information for the Nelson/Castlegar 
service or the Blewett service, visit: 
http://www.bctransit.com/regions/
cko/. For North Shore/Balfour service 
info, visit: http://www.bctransit.com/
regions/nel/?p=2.list.

At the inaugural meeting of the RDCK board on December 8, board members (including re-elected Chair John Kettle and re-elected Vice Chair 
Hillary Elliott) posed with the new Nova bus that went into service on the Nelson-Castlegar route on Monday.

submitted
The North Valley Mountain Film 

Festival is making a public call for 
submissions for the sixth annual 
event on March 3, 2012 at the Bosun 
Hall in New Denver. 

Whether you are a seasoned 
filmmaker, accomplished mountain 
adventurer, or someone who would 
like the opportunity to share a 

Call for submissions: the North Valley Mountain Film Festival 2012
story from the mountains, you are 
encouraged to submit an entry.

Content boundaries are wide 
open, with the only qualifier being 
the subject of “mountains.”

Past festivals have featured films 
and photo essays on topics ranging 
from tobogganing to ice climbing, 
wildlife to culture, mountain biking 
to whitewater kayaking. Submissions 
that are shorter in duration have a 
better chance of being selected, and 
entries must be all-ages appropriate.

For the first time ever, the North 
Valley Mountain Film Festival 
introduces a multi-media storytelling 
format to the regular lineup. Festival 
organizers are actively encouraging 
local filmmakers and photographers 
to add a personal storytelling touch 

to presentations.
The festival would like to 

celebrate the mountains through 
sharing stories, discoveries and 
insights – in fifteen minutes or 
less. Please include a script for this 
format.

The deadline for submissions of 
films, photo essays or multimedia 
presentation proposals is January 
31, 2012. Please submit entries 
(preferably in DVD format) to Gary 
Parkstrom, Box 377, New Denver, 
BC V0G 1S0.  

Include a self-addressed, 
stamped envelope if you would 
like your DVD returned. For more 
information, please contact Gary 
(parkstrom@gmail.com; 250-358-
2164).
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May your 
days be merry 

& bright...
Happy Holidays! 

Wishing our friends, neighbours 
and customers an 
exhilarating holiday 
  season!

From all
of us at

Providing Solutions....Making Repairs Easy!
Tel: 877 359 6990   Fax: 250 359 6980

1007 Playmor, South Slocan, BC V0G 2G0

May the Blessings and Joy of 
the Christmas season be with 

you throughout the coming year.
Box Lake Lumber Products Ltd. • Nakusp, BC

Wishing our friends, 
neighbours, suppliers and 
customers the best of the 

holiday season!
Galena Contractors

Nakusp • 250-265-4100
www.galenacontractors.com

by Jan McMurray
A fire at a New Denver residence 

on December 5 did some damage, but 
the house was saved, thanks to the quick 
response of the New Denver Volunteer 
Fire Department.

Jeff Pilsner and Ana Bokstrom, who 
are staying at the Skrenes house just 
north of New Denver, were awakened 
on the morning of December 5 to their 
son, Atli, telling them, “There’s a fire in 
the back!” The shed, about 15 feet behind 
the house, was ablaze.

“It was a wall of orange,” recalls 
Pilsner. “The flames were curling just 
underneath the eaves, and the house is 
three storeys, so they were probably 20-
foot flames. It was pretty spectacular.”

New Denver fire department saves house, but shed burns
Luckily, Wilf Wilson, a member of 

the fire department, had already seen 
the fire and alerted Fire Chief Leonard 
Casley. Within 15 minutes of Bokstrom’s 
911 call, the local firemen were on the 
scene.

“We had been standing inside at the 
back of the house overlooking the fire 
and listening to the windows cracking, 
praying that they’d be coming soon. Lo 
and behold we saw the lights flashing 
on the ceiling as the trucks arrived,” 
said Bokstrom. 

She said the firemen had the fire 
under control very quickly, and they 
remained there “until there wasn’t a 
whiff of smoke emanating from the 
pile. It was amazing and reassuring to 

see them perform their duties with such 
speed and efficiency. If the crew had 
been 10 minutes later, we would have 
lost everything and been homeless.”

The shed housed firewood, a new 
wood boiler and a backup oil boiler, 
which was turned off at the time. The 
wood boiler was in use, heating water 
for the in-floor heating system and for the 
hot water supply in the house. “Either it 
malfunctioned or it was a chimney fire,” 
said Bokstrom. The cause has not been 
determined.

Several windows cracked, and 
soffets and fascia on the roof melted. 
Until the boilers are replaced, the house 
is being heated by electric heaters and 
there is no hot water.

“All things considered, there was 
minimal damage,” said Pilsner. “Another 
10-15 minutes, and it would have been a 

totally different story. It’s made us realize 
what’s important in life – we’re just glad 
to be alive.”

The backyard shed at the Skrenes residence in New Denver burned to the ground December 5, destroying the household heating system.

A Christmas bird 
count in New Denver

All bird lovers are called to join 
the New Denver Christmas bird count 
on January 3. This is the New Denver 
area’s first year to participate in the count, 
which occurs in many communities 
across Canada, including Nakusp, the 
Okanagan/Thompson, lower Fraser 
Valley and the east coast of Vancouver 
Island. The count began in the late 1800s 
in eastern North America. Its standards 
are issued by the key sponsoring 
organization, the Audubon Society in 
New York. New Denver’s bird count will 
include Silverton, Sandon, Rosebery and 
Hills. All birds seen throughout the day 
are counted or their numbers estimated 
if seen in flocks. The count will take 
place between 8:30 am and 4 pm, with 
volunteers devoting whatever time 
they can within those hours. Interested 
residents can also observe their own 
bird feeders. Some species are seen only 
at feeders and those counts can really 
embellish the day’s results. To volunteer, 
call Richard Johnson at 250-358-2590.
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Open Sun. 11-3 • 411 Kootenay St, Nelson

COMMUNITY

“Merry Christmas and a prosperous 
New Year from our home to yours. 

Thank you to all our valued customers 
for your continued support this year.”

Call us for your entertaining needs:
 Meat and cheese trays, veggie trays, fruit 

trays, appie and/or sweets trays.

Gift certificates and gift baskets available.

Delivery service available in the New Denver and 
Silverton area. Order by 2:00 pm for same day 

delivery. Call 250-358-2270 or email your order to 
shopnewmarket@gmail.com

Freezer packs still available.

Our holiday hours are:
December 24 8:00 am - 4:00 pm • December 25 & 

26 Closed • January 1 10:00 am - 4:00 pm
Every other day we will be open our regular hours 8:00 am - 6:00 pm

New Market Foods
6th Avenue • New Denver, BC
Just east of the traffic light

250-358-2270

Groceries
Produce • Deli

Fisherman’s Market
Kootenay Co-op Bakery

Eric’s Meats
Racetrac Gas

Santa, his reindeer and two of his elves, Sparky and Tipsy, did the rounds last Saturday to collect contributions for the Nakusp Community Christmas Hamper program. Here they are at Nakusp General Store, which was once again very generous with their offerings.

Nakusp council 
appointments made 
at inaugural meeting
by Jan McMurray

Members of Nakusp council were 
appointed to the following committees:

Mayor Hamling - Community 
Consultative/Community Health; 
Downtown/Park Select Committee; 
Ferry Advisory Committee; RDCK 
Director; Music Festival Committee; 
Labour Relations.

Councillor Duchaine - Music 
Festival Committee; Nakusp and Area 
Development Board; Chamber of 
Commerce.

Councillor Hughes - Recreation 
Commiss ion #4;  Hot  Spr ings 
Commission; Music Festival Committee.

Councillor Mueller - Hot Springs 
Commission; Library; RDCK Alternate/
Resource Recovery Committee; Tourism 
Advisory Committee (liaison); Age 
Friendly Committee (liaison).

Councillor Zeleznik - Community 
Forest; Provincial Emergency Program; 
Nakusp and Area Development Board.

All council members were appointed 
to the Committee of the Whole, Finance 
Audit Committee, Pride Week, and 
council and senior management quarterly 
meetings.

Salon of the 
Arts 2012
submitted

During the month of January, the 
work of some 35 North Kootenay Lake 
artists is on display in both galleries at 
the Langham Cultural Centre. 

With the opening night reception 
on Friday, January 6, this annual show 
attracts new work by established artists 
as well as newcomers. The show can be 
viewed during regular gallery hours, 
Thursday through Sunday, 1-4 pm.

The Salon Performance and 
Auction Night takes place on Friday, 
January 27, at 7 pm. This popular 
event is a mélange of performances 
by Kaslo and area actors, musicians 
and storytellers along with the live and 
silent auction of items solicited from 
local businesses, galleries and artists. 

This annual fundraising event 
sustains Art Walk, the Saturday Market, 
the Banner Project, and the Scholarship 
Fund. The auctioneers always inspire 
generous and competitive bidding. 

General inquiries can be directed 
to David Stewart at 366-4623 or 354-
5368.
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Annual General 
Meeting

The Nakusp and District Chamber of Commerce
Invites you to attend the 2012 AGM 

Tuesday, January 24th
6:00 pm

Caffe Lago
RSVP 250-265-4234

(Mark your calendar now.)

d
The Nakusp and District Chamber of Commerce relies on

 the creativity and hard work of its volunteer Board of 
Directors.   We will miss the board members who will be 

leaving at the end of their terms in January.

Kathy Bone 5 years of service
Vall Hill 5 years of service

Kim Reich 4 years of service
Angela Mowbray 3 years of service
Connie Wethal 3 years of service

Michele Williams 3 years of service
Stephanie Scambler 2 years of service

Sondra Krajewski 1 year of service.

Thank you for your time and efforts on behalf of the Chamber!

Season’s 
Greetings to our 

Friends and 
Neighbours

Slocan, BC
Office: 250-355-0088 

Duct Cleaning: 355-2485 or 1-888-652-0088
email: kfurnace@netidea.com

Support the Valley Voice with 
a voluntary subscription

Only $10 - $30 per year

Larry Zaleski, Maureen Nicholson, Sakura Azzopardi and Molly Fry in a scene from a skit in Dreidls, Demons and the Divine, a special Hanuka concert 
that played at the Silverton Gallery on December 10. With a cast of 20, the show featured the beautiful sounds of Suzuki Strings, awesome klezmer 

offerings by the Slocan Valley’s newest ensemble, Goy Vey, and the singing of Hanuka songs by a choir of adults and children. The concert was narrated 
by writer/director Carla Nemiroff, with storytelling and thoughtful descriptions of the origins and practices of Hanuka. The event packed the gallery with an 
appreciative audience, many who said they were experiencing Hanuka for the first time. The event was supported by the Silverton Gallery and the CKCA.

Emma  LeCouffe consults with Santa regarding her Christmas wish list at Kaslo Light Up, December 3.

New Denver’s Home Hardware was the scene of a cookie-decorating event on December 8, New Denver Merchants’ Night.

Avery and Aidan collect their rewards for finishing the Scavenger Hunt from a Kaslo elf at Light Up.
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New clothing by ARK, Leopards and Roses, LaLama 
and much more for a fabulous Fall and Winter.

Visit us and see for yourself!

Nakusp General 
Store (2010)

Holiday Hours:
All of December  

Mon - Sat 9 - 5:30
                Sundays 10 - 4

Closed 25th
Open 26th 10 - 4

Christmas greetings to all of our friends
from Andrew and the staff

Holiday Hours:
Fri, Dec. 23 7:30 am – 6 pm • Sat, Dec. 24 CLOSED • Mon, Dec. 26 CLOSED  

Tues, Dec. 27 – Fri, Dec. 30 7:30 am – 6 pm • Sat, Dec. 31 8 am – 5 pm 
Mon, Jan. 2 CLOSED • Tues, Jan. 3 – back to reg bus hours • Closed Sundays

Best wishes for the 
holidays to all our patients, 

friends and neighbours 
from all the staff.

We look forward to
seeing you again in 2012.

Holiday Hours
Closed Dec. 24 - 27 

Closed Dec. 31 - Jan. 2

Merry Christmas and 
a Happy New Year!

by Jan McMurray
Burton Internet Society and 

Edgewood Community Internet 
Society are both working on their 
final expansions.

Both received $50,000 in 
Network BC funding in the summer, 
and the Burton Internet Society 
recently received $5,000 from the 

Internet societies in Burton and Edgewood working on final expansions
RDCK’s Community Development 
fund.

Burton Internet Society (BIS) put 
up its third tower this summer, on 
Marshall Mountain. The original one 
is on Mt. Naumulton and the second 
one is at Burton Community Hall.

The society also put up solar 
panels  and back-up propane 

generators at all three sites this year. 
Rosalie Crana of BIS explained 
that they had been using a water 
generating system for power, but it 
was freezing up in winter.

The new Marshall Mountain 
tower required a Crown land lease, 
which took seven months to get. 
Crana said this delay resulted in cost 
overruns, so they turned to the RDCK 
for assistance.

BIS has about 85 customers and 

will have around 100 by next summer. 
“That will cover everyone we can 
feasibly reach,” said Crana.

The Edgewood Community 
Internet Society (ECIS) is working 
on their plans to expand into three 
unserviced areas: Whatshan, an area 
west of Edgewood and an area east 
of Edgewood. 

“It’s a work in progress,” reported 
Ella Michiels of the ECIS. “We are 
trying to determine what infrastructure 

is needed.” ECIS works with In the 
Air Networks out of Kelowna for 
technical support.

The society currently has a 
tower on Goat Mountain, a tower 
at Whatshan and an access point at 
Applegrove. Eighty-five customers 
are currently served by ECIS, and 
Michiels was not sure how many more 
would be served by the expansion. But 
she was sure that this expansion would 
complete the society’s coverage goals.

submitted
Construction has begun on an 

addition to the Centennial Building 
in Nakusp, which will house 
the archives of the Arrow Lakes 
Historical Society. 

The  Centennia l  Bui ld ing 

Construction begins on building to house Arrow Lakes archives
currently houses the Nakusp and 
District Museum and Nakusp Public 
Library. The addition will unite the 
three services while providing a 
permanent, safe home for archival 
material. 

The two-storey addition, which 

should be ready to move into in fall 
2012, will provide an elevator to 
the top floor for the archives office 
and the library, which is currently 
inaccessible to those in wheelchairs 
and the elderly. 

The lower floor will provide 
storage space, plus room for an 
additional diorama for the museum. 

The Arrow Lakes Historical 
Society (ALHS) is a volunteer 
organization that collects, catalogues 
and shares archival records and 
artifacts dating back to the earliest 
days of the Arrow Lakes region. 

“This information is used by 
residents, students and historians and 
is considered to be a very valuable 
resource in the community,” said 
author and historian Milton Parent, 
ALHS.

The Columbia Basin Trust 
provided a generous $100,000 grant 
for the project. “CBT believes in 
supporting projects like this that build 
local partnerships,” said Neil Muth, 
president and CEO of CBT. “Moving 
the archives to this location will bring 
the three organizations together, 
reducing operating costs and offering 
a sustainable future to all three.” 

Nakusp Chamber 
announces winners

Winners in the Nakusp Christmas 
Parade and window decorating contest 
have been announced.

Parade winners were Overwaitea 
(first), O’Brien’s Towing (second) and 
Igloo Building Supply (third).

Winners of the window decorating 
contest were HUB Barton Insurance 
(first), Little Mountain Outdoor Gear 
(second) and Saddle Mountain Dental 
Clinic (third). The Christmas Parade 
and window decorating contest are 
sponsored by the Nakusp and District 
Chamber of Commerce.

Luis Carillo, Rotary’s exchange student from Mexico for 2011-12, gave a spirited rendition of Feliz Navidad at the 25th Annual Rotary Carol Sing 
in Nakusp, December 7. His backup singers are the members of the NSS Interact Club.
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Secret Garden Toys
wishes readers of the Valley Voice

a Safe and Happy 
Holiday!

Bucky Balls

Tired of desktoys that 
only do one thing?

Loads of 
Playmobil...

Store Hours:
Monday - Saturday 9:30 - 5:30
Sundays 11:00 - 4:00

Extended Holiday Hours
beginning December 19
455 Ward St. Nelson
250-352-9114 • email: sgtoys@telus.net

Over 100 Games...

RC Helicopters

Season’s Greetings from all 
of us at Cornucopia in Kaslo!

Holiday Hours:
Dec 24 – 9-4
Dec 25 & 26 – closed
Dec 31 – 9-5
Jan 1 – closed

Season’s Greetings
             from Barry, Judy
                  & the staff

	 	 	 	 	 250-355-2403

by Jan McMurray
The Mt. Buchanan Recreation 

Area Project gets a kick at the can 
after all for funding under the BC 
Community Recreation Program.

The RDCK wil l  make the 
application on behalf of the Kaslo 
Outdoor Recreation Society (KORS) 
for the project. The Village of Kaslo 
was approached, but decided instead 
to apply on behalf of the Arena 
Association and Curling Club for ice 
plant upgrades.

The Mt. Buchanan project budget 
is $150,000. KORS is applying 
for a $120,000 grant from the BC 
Community Recreation Program, has 
$25,000 pledged from the CBT, and 
will raise $5,000 through fundraising 
efforts.

The project has four steps, starting 
with planning. A document prepared by 
the KORS Grant Committee outlining 
the project states that this first step will 
likely take one to two years. Planning 
will begin with an application to 
the Recreation Branch, Ministry of 
Forests, Lands and Natural Resource 
Operations for a recreation tenure 
over the area. The Kaslo and District 
Community Forest Society (KDCFS) 
will apply for the recreation tenure, as 
Mt. Buchanan is part of the KDCFS 
licence area. 

This first step of the project will 
also include the development of 
a detailed land use plan and cost 
analysis. “Numerous groups and 
individuals will be consulted, including 
a thorough public consultation 
involving community input,” states 
the document.

Step two will address the issue 
of access into the area; step three will 
be to develop the trail system (three-
metre-wide cross-country ski trails and 
narrow single-track biking and hiking 
trails); and step four will be to build 
cabins, shelters and a permanent bike 
skills park in the area.

The Mt. Buchanan area is in 
the tenure of the Kaslo and District 
Community Forest Society (KDCFS), 
whose board has endorsed the project 
proposal. It is likely that KDCFS 
will apply for the recreation tenure, 
not KORS, but that has not yet been 
decided.

At a special KDCFS meeting 
November 29, the recreation tenure 
process was outlined by Justin Dexter, 
Recreation Officer (Ministry of 
Forests, Lands and Natural Resource 
Operations) and his assistant, Travis 
Mitchell.

Dexter explained that once the 
application is submitted, all agencies 
that could be affected by the application 
are identified. These agencies are 
contacted and asked to provide input 
on the application within a certain time 
period, usually 60 or 90 days.

Dexter addresses any issues 
raised during the review period. 
Assuming there are no “show-stopping 
complaints,” a Section 57 authorization 
letter is offered to the applicant. This 
authorization usually comes with 
conditions.

The area then becomes a recreation 
site, tenured to the Kootenay Boundary 
Recreation Branch of the ministry. 
A partnership agreement must be 
established between the Recreation 
Branch and the organization assuming 
responsibility for meeting the 
established objectives of the recreation 
tenure area. The partnership agreement 
requires an operating plan.

Dexter said that KDCFS could 
sign the partnership agreement, or 
both KDCFS and KORS could sign 
the partnership agreement and be in 
joint partnership with the Kootenay 
Boundary Recreation Branch. The 
other option is for KORS to ‘sub-
partner’ under KDCFS.

Once the partnership agreement 
is finalized, the tenure is gazetted 
and the area is officially a recreation 

tenure area.
Dexter explained that multi-use 

tenures are regarded more favourably 
than proposals that are restrictive, 
i.e. non-motorized use only. He said 
that Crown land is always public – a 
recreation tenure does not impose 
restrictions on individual members of 

the public.
When asked about the Nordic 

cabin recently built in the proposed Mt. 
Buchanan Recreation Area, Dexter said 
it is not in danger of being removed by 
the Compliance and Enforcement 
(C&E) branch of the ministry as 
long as there is an application for a 

recreation tenure underway, and in any 
case, not before May 9, 2012.

As a result of a complaint from a 
member of the public about the cabin 
being built on Crown land without 
authorization, the C&E branch issued 
a fine for $173 and ordered the cabin 
removed by December 9.

RDCK will make funding application for Mt. Buchanan Recreation Area
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The Nakusp Hospice Memorial Tree 2011
The Nakusp Hospice Memorial Tree 2011 is now up at the Hub International/Barton 
Insurance on Broadway in Nakusp from 9-5 Mon.-Fri. and 9-1 on Sat. until 
Dec. 31.
 
Christmas time is a special time to be with family and friends and 
remember those who have lost someone close to them.  Nakusp Hospice 
“Celebrate a Life Tree” offers the opportunity to honour their memory by 
hanging an ornament inscribed with your loved one’s name on it. 
Income Tax receipts will be  provided.
 
Donations to Hospice are gratefully accepted and are used for ongoing 
training of Volunteers, maintaining the Garden of Serenity at the hospital 
and workshops.

Holiday Hours:
Office Closed December 22 – January 2

Office Reopens 11:00 am, January 3

From the staff 
of Royal LePage 

Selkirk Realty 
in Nakusp

FLIKS is back in Nakusp with its 
eclectic, independent, and often hard 
to find films. 

Entering its eighth season, FLIKS 
presents the Sundance Film Festival 
award winning Buck – the story of 
horse wizard Buck Brannaman – on 
Monday, January 16 at 7 pm at the 
Bonnington Arts Centre.

Winning rave reviews and 
selling out across North America, the 
enthralling Buck isn’t just for horse 
nuts. 

FLIKS presents Buck in Nakusp
“Your horse is a mirror to your 

soul, and sometimes you may not like 
what you see. Sometimes, you will.” 

So says Buck Brannaman, a 
true American cowboy and sage on 
horseback who travels the country for 
nine grueling months a year helping 
horses with people problems.

Buck, a richly textured and visually 
stunning film, follows Brannaman 
from his abusive childhood to his 
phenomenally successful approach 
to horses. 

A real-life “horse-whisperer,” he 
eschews the violence of his upbringing 
and teaches people to communicate 
with their horses through leadership 
and sensitivity, not punishment.

Buck possesses near magical 
abilities as he dramatically transforms 
horses – and people – with his 

understanding, compassion and respect. 
In this film, the animal-human 

relationship becomes a metaphor for 
facing the daily challenges of life. A 
truly American story about an unsung 
hero, Buck is about an ordinary man 
who has made an extraordinary life 
despite tremendous odds.

Run time: 86 minutes, rated PG. 
Tickets are $10 for non-members 
and $8.50 for FLIKS members. 
Memberships are $5 and last a full 
year. For more information, to view 
the trailer, and to learn about the rest of 
the FLIKS season, please go to www.
FLIKS.ca  or email info@FLIKS.ca.

Buck Brannaman shows his skill at trick roping.
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submitted 
A global movement stretching 

across 30 countries now hopes to 
take root in Canada.

Federal Departments of Peace 
have been established worldwide 
in three countries, promoting 
infrastructures of non-violent 
peace within governments.

Now BC Southern Interior MP 
Alex Atamanenko is leading a non-
partisan movement that heralded 
introduction of a Private Members 
Bill to create a federal Department 
of Peace in Canada.

Atamanenko was joined at a 
press conference in early December 
by fellow peace advocates, along 
with Elizabeth May of the Green 

Non-partisan effort made for federal Department of Peace
Party and Liberal Jim Karygiannis 
–co-seconders of the Bill – on 
a slightly amended version of 
retired NDP MP Bill Siksay’s bill 
from the last parliament, notable 
for the non-partisan support it had 
gathered. 

Karygiannis said this is one 
issue where party politics should 
not get in the way. “It is time 
for Canada to serve the global 
constituency by committing to 
the creation of a Department of 
Peace.”

If  es tabl ished,  the  new 
department would not affect 
existing departments, but would 
create a national peace academy, 
provide financing for community-

based non-violent programs, 
provide policy regulations to the 
Justice minister on human rights, 
labour laws and civil liberties, and 
advise the Department of Defence. 

Atamanenko said, because it is 
a Private Member’s Bill, he cannot 
move it forward himself until he 
gets his chance to introduce it two 
years from now when he comes up 
in the ‘lottery’ system. 

Doukhobor writer and historian 
Koozma J. Tarasoff said the need 
for the architecture for peace is 
urgent at a time when nuclear and 
robotic weapons are posing a threat 
to the world community. 

“As Canadians, let’s regain our 
status not only as a peacekeeping 
nation, but also as a non-killing 
one.”

The notion that there can be 
peace in the world may be a 
utopian ideal but each generation 
owes it to the next to make a 
dedicated attempt to get as close 
to it as humanly possible, said 
Atamanenko.
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Holiday Hours:
December 24/ noon - 10 pm 
December 25/ noon -  9 pm
December 26/ noon - 9 pm
December 31/ noon - 10 pm
January 01/ noon - 10 pm

Season’s 
Greetings

from

423 Front St., Kaslo, BC • 250-353-7500

Seasons Greetings, 
wishing you a 

healthy and happy 
2012!

from 
Andy Shadrack 

and Gail Bauman

Open Daily
at 6:30 am

Closed Sun. - 
Wed. at 3:00 pm

Thurs. - Sat. 
at 7:00 pm

– Licensed –
Located at the Heart of Front 

Street • 353-2955
“Best Eggs Benedict Ever”

“Mexican, Salads, 
Dinners, Wraps & Stir-Fry

Season’s Greetings

Eric’s Meat Market 
& Deli

Fresh
Turkeys and
Hams

Party Trays

Kaslo, BC
250-353-2436

The Village of Kaslo
Mayor, Council and Staff

and the 
Kaslo Volunteer Fire 

Department
wish everyone a safe and 
happy Holiday Season!

Christmas Fire Safety Tips
 • Keep decorations and presents away 
  from heat sources
 • Ensure holiday lights are in good 
  working order
 • Use candles with care
 • Practise kitchen fire safety 
  when cooking over 
  the holiday season
 • Be sure your Christmas 
  tree is well watered

We’d like to wish everyone a happy holiday season 
and remind you that we are open every day.

Hot Springs Hours
10 am - 9:30 pm daily
(last entry at 9 pm)

Springs Dining Room
Open daily throughout the holidays 7:30 am - 9:30 pm

(Reservations Recommended) • 1-800-668-1171
Amazing Gift Ideas in our Retail/Gift Shop

by Jan McMurray
Resource roads – who is responsible 

for maintaining them and who is liable 
for them? These were some of the 
questions explored at a public meeting 
held by Kaslo council December 8. 

The Village of Kaslo will 
be responding to the provincial 
government’s call for public comments 
about resource roads, and will include 
the input of the handful of people who 
attended the meeting. Council has also 
asked the Kaslo & District Community 
Forest and Area D Director Andy 
Shadrack for their input.

The BC government is working 
towards the development of the Natural 
Resource Road Act, and is asking for 
public input until December 15. Visit 
www.for.gov.bc.ca/mof/nrra for more 
information and to make a submission.

Keeping resource roads open and 
having some measure of local control 
were the two messages that came 

through at the meeting. “Stop them from 
closing access to the backcountry,” said 
one citizen. “How much money has the 
Village lost because they have limited 
access to Keen Creek Road?”

It was pointed out that these roads 
are very important for tourism and 
recreation in the area, and for firefighters 
in the event of a wildfire. It was also 
pointed out that the creation of the 
Natural Resource Road Act may be in 
response to issues surrounding resource 
roads in northern BC. “One size doesn’t 
fit all,” said Councillor Rob Lang, who 
chaired the meeting. He suggested that 
the province be divided into regions, and 
that there be a regional manager to look 
after the resource roads in each region. 
Although everyone at the meeting 
seemed to agree with the idea of local 
control, most were wary of setting up yet 
another government department.

Lang also suggested that roads may 
need to be prioritized. “Is it realistic 

that all resource roads can be kept and 
maintained or should we identify critical 
roads and insist that government take 
responsibility for those and de-activate 
the balance? If there is a finite amount 
to be spent on roads, there may have to 
be prioritization.”

People at the meeting generally 
agreed that liability should be limited 
to government, with ‘Use at your own 
risk’ signs at the entrances to the roads.

One resident complained that the 
government does not allow private 
citizens to maintain the roads on 
a volunteer basis. Lang suggested 
encouraging the government to allow 
volunteer groups to take some of the 
responsibility for maintenance, without 
having to take on the liability.

Information on the website states 
that the main objective of the Natural 
Resource Road Act Project is to 
streamline legislation for resource roads, 
which are currently governed under 

Village of Kaslo to make recommendations on resource roads
The new legislation is expected to 

be brought into force in 2013.
several different Acts. The new Act will 
simplify things, and will create certainty 
about rules and regulations, and provide 
consistency for all sectors and resource 
road users. 

The website explains that under 
the new Act, government will assign 
maintenance responsibilities to the 
primary user of the resource road 
in question. The Act will support 
non-industrial maintainers to take on 
responsibility for roads that are no 
longer required by industry. All industrial 
and some commercial users of the 
road will be required to contribute to 
maintenance when their level of use 
crosses a threshold that will be defined 
in the Act.

Government will be responsible 
for determining if and when a road 
will be deactivated. That decision 
will be primarily based on risk to the 
environment and the existence of a party 
willing to mitigate that risk.

The Act will ensure road users are 
accountable for following the rules of the 
road and the damage they cause to a road.

submitted
MLA Michelle Mungall is hosting 

a public meeting on the next steps for 
economic development in the Lardeau 
Valley Thursday December 15 at the 
Lardeau Valley Community Hall. All 
are welcome to join the conversation 
and share positive ideas for the future.

“The Lardeau Valley has been 
negatively affected by the decline of the 
forest industry and poor operations at a 
local mill. I’ve met with the Minister of 
Forests, Lands and Natural Resource 
Operations about these issues, and I’d 
like to share that conversation with 
the community. Also, with potential 
changes in the future, it is important 
that the community is aware of their 
options and informed about the 
possibilities,” says Mungall. “At the 
root of this is the area’s economic 
development, where job creation and 
prosperity are key.”

Mungall is looking forward to 
a positive conversation and hearing 
some great ideas. There will be a panel 
of local experts to speak and answer 
questions, as well as information 
on how to move the local economy 
through the next stages of development.

For more information visit www.
michellemungall.ca or call 1-877-388-
4498 toll free.

Mungall hosts Meadow Creek meeting

submitted
The Friends of the Lardeau River 

are replacing the aging Gerrard rainbow 
viewing platform at the south end of 

New viewing platform to be built at Gerrard
Trout Lake. The new platform will be 
completed by spring 2012.

In March 2011, the viewing and 
observation platform was deemed unsafe 

due to rotting posts and beams and was 
closed to the public. During Gerrard 
spawning season in April and May, 
hundreds of visitors use the platform 
to view the largest rainbow trout in 
the world – this year, they utilized the 
Gerrard Bridge to view the fish, creating 
safety concerns and traffic congestion. 

The new platform will include a 
locked viewing tower that will provide 
biologists an improved vantage for 
counting fish during the Gerrard spawn 
in the spring and the Kokanee spawn in 
August and September. 

Columbia Power is supporting the 
construction of the new Gerrard rainbow 
viewing platform to the tune of $2,500.

For more information about this 
project and the Friends of the Lardeau, 
email lardeauriver@yahoo.ca.

Columbia Power Corporation (CPC) is supporting the construction of a new Gerrard rainbow viewing 
platform. Audrey Repin of CPC (right) met with Friends of the Lardeau River representatives Grant 

Trower (centre) and Tom Fussey (left) on December 2 in Kaslo to learn more about the project. 

KASLO & DISTRICT
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VILLAGE OF 
NEW DENVER

FOR TENDER
One TAIL GATE  SANDER for dump truck.  Will fit box opening of 74 
inches. Sold on an “As-Is, Where-Is” basis.  The sander may be viewed 
at the Village of New Denver public works yard located at 115 Slocan 
Avenue, New Denver, BC.

Please submit sealed bids to: 
 Mayor and Council, Village of New Denver
 PO Box 40
 New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0

Bids must be received no later than 4:00 pm, Thursday, January 05, 
2012.  Highest or any bid not necessarily accepted.

Wishing our members and customers the best 
of the holiday season

Castlegar Branch: 100 630 17th Street, Castlegar • Slocan Valley Branch: 3014 Hwy 6, Slocan Park
• West Boundary Branch: 256 S Copper, Greenwood

www.heritagecu.ca

The Cup and Saucer Café in Silverton 
will be closing December 23, 2011 and 

re-opens January 23, 2012

COMMUNITY

by Timothy Schafer
Smart meters aren’t a smart 

choice for people in BC, according 
to a new group organizing to stop 
their spread.

Called StopSmartMeters.ca, 
the Nanaimo-based group is calling 
for BC Hydro to instruct Corix, 
the installers of the new smart 
meters, not to dispose of the existing 
analogue electrical power meters 
they are removing.

By December 15, Corix has 
announced it will begin disposing 
of all the analogue meters it has 
collected while installing smart 
meters.

“As each fully functional 
and dependable analogue meter 
is disposed of, a little piece of 
democracy is lost,” said Walt 
McGinnis,  spokesperson for 
StopSmartMeters.ca. “One by 
one, as the analogue meters are 
replaced by a microwave-emitting 
surveillance device, our rights and 
our freedoms are being stolen.” 

He feels there is undue haste to 
get rid of the analogue meters and 
that this is a plan by BC Hydro and 
Corix so British Columbians will 
have no option but to stay with the 
new wireless hydrometers.

O n  N o v e m b e r  2 4 , 
StopSmartMeters.ca announced its 
intention to apply for an official 
initiative petition under the BC 
Recall and Initiative Act with the 
chief electoral officer, and their 
website (www.stopsmartmeters.ca) 
will allow people to pre-register for 
the vote. As of December 11 there 
were 2,324 people pre-registered.

Like the HST before it, the 
petition will require signatures from 

StopSmartMeters.ca announces recall initiative 
petition, urges BC Hydro not to throw away old meters

10 percent of all registered voters in 
the province in each riding before 
a question can be formulated and a 
referendum vote held.

A referendum vote can only 
happen once every three years. 
In 2010, the HST vote was held, 
meaning, if enough signatures were 
gathered, a vote on the smart meter 
program cannot be held until 2013.

But through a new petition, 
Citizens for Safe Technology (CST) 
has collected 15,528 signatures 
against the installation of smart 
meters, with a goal of 100,000 by 
February 14. On November 24, 
CST presented the petition at the 
legislature in Victoria, asking Energy 
Minister Rich Coleman to halt 
the program until the BC Utilities 
Commission could conduct a review.

Citing reasons of health, privacy, 
cost, security and safety, John Horgan, 
NDP energy critic, spoke to the 
petition that called for a moratorium 
on the smart meter program (http://
citizensforsafetechnology.org/).

McGinnis said some people 
believe the province has pushed 
ahead on the program without due 

diligence or public education, using 
“implied consent” as the basis of 
moving ahead with the program. 

“There have been many reports 
of adverse health effects associated 
with exposure to electromagnetic 
radiation emitted from smart 
meters in other jurisdictions,” said 
McGinnis. 

To register your refusal of a BC 
Hydro wireless smart meter, a form 
letter from the CST may be useful 
at: http://citizensforsafetechnology.
org/alerts-and-updates-in-news-and-
developments,85,0. 

The CST said the letter was 
not a guarantee BC Hydro would 
not install a smart meter, but it 
eliminated the ‘implied consent’ 
argument they use to justify the 
installation of the meters without 
notification or permission.

According to the website, it is 
recommended that you keep copies 
for your files, and perhaps post one 
by your meter.

People can send their letters via 
electronic mail to: smartmeters@
bchydro.com and info.utilities@
corix.com.

Over 80 local seniors attended Slocan Valley Recreation’s annual Seniors Christmas Tea, 
filling the Slocan Park Hall with holiday spirit.
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Warm holiday 
wishes to all of our 

friends and customers!
Annual Xmas Sale!

December 1 - December 23
50% off clothing

Nice Clothes and Good Espresso
513 6th Avenue, New Denver

358-2733

Winter Hours:
Monday - Friday    8 - 5
Saturday               8 - 4

Glacier View 
Service 

from Doug, Shay, Gary & Grace
Closed at 3 pm Dec. 24 • Closed on Dec. 25
Open on Boxing Day Dec. 26  9 am -12 pm 

Closed on New Years Day

New Denver • 358-2445
Quality Pizza — 
       aNytime
   250-265-4880
93-5th ave Nw • NaKuSP

Kaslo Light-Up 25th Anniversary 
Thank-You!!!

The Kaslo and Area Chamber of Commerce would like to thank all those who 
contributed to a very successful 25th Annual Christmas Light Up and Celebration. 
The list is long! 

Light Up Committee John Pawlik, Robert & Bettyanne Abbey, 
John Addison, Marlaina Blanche, Janice Pawlik, Kate Remple.

Parade John Addison the “Parade Marshall”,  Larry & Gail Badry, Herb 
Thompson, Jeff Davie of Kaslo Building Supplies, The SS Moyie, Cam Zuk; JVH 
Athletic Dept., Jill Holland: JVH Drama Dept. for the Elves and The Grad English 
Carolers and students of JVH,  Lanterns by Periwinkle, Homelinks and Janet Mayfield, 
Brodie Whitney with Boys Town Mentorship Program, Rob Lang and Molly Leathwood, 
Village Council, John Pawlik and Stan Wrobel

Bonfire John and Susan Eckland of The Kaslo Hotel; Kaslo Logger Sports 
(Bruce and Kathy Freeman & Jeff Mattes; Davie Hoffman; Darren Watt, Peter Bryce, 
Pamela Griffin; Kaslo Volunteer Fire Dept. 

Talent, Enthusiasm Shelly Stickel-Miles’  children’s’ choir,  Karen 
Behn’s choir “Kuimba”, Nicole Rhynold, Manon Gagnon, Janet Mayfield, Randy 
Morse and Val Koenig

Santa’s Scavenger Hunt and other 
Donations: So many!!
Hamill Creek Timber Homes Ltd., Tom Humphries Law Office, Front Street Market, 
Eric’s Meats, Kootenay Savings Credit Union, Kootenay Lake Computers, Falkins 
Insurance, Home Hardware, Jones Boys Boats, The Langham, The Landmark Bakery, 
Bluebelle Bistro, Gadicke & Minichiello, Sunnyside Naturals, Figments, Willow Home 
Gallery, The Clothes Hanger, Carole & Rick Taylor, Kaslo Florists, Valley Voice, North 
Kootenay Lake Community Services, The Kaslo Legion, Kootenay Mountain Sports, 
Pennywise, Cornucopia, Kaslo Drugs

Santa’s Village Selkirk College, Larry & Gail Badry, The Landmark 
Bakery and Dawn Lang.  Decorating: Gudrun Riegler, Karalee Bzowy, Janice & John 
Pawlik.  Santa’s Helpers: Janine Conrad, JVH Elves

Downtown Lampposts and Merchant Lighting   
Without the support of Kaslo and Area Chamber of Commerce, Fortis, Columbia 
Basin Trust and Columbia Power, the beautiful holiday lighting on Front St. would 
not have been possible

Thank you to the RCMP, Kaslo Volunteer Fire Dept. and Ambulance Service,  The 
Village, Kaslo Works Yard for providing their necessary services.

Finally, to all our volunteers, if we have missed anyone we sincerely apologize. 

The Chamber would like to take this opportunity to wish everyone a warm, 
safe and happy Holiday Season.

by Timothy Schafer
FortisBC is being taken to task 

by Area D Director Andy Shadrack 
for not making household energy 
conservation measures feasible.

As the energy giant airs their 
application for a rate review – 
asking for a residential inclining 
block rate – before the BC Utilities 
Commission, Shadrack has shaken 
the tree and posed some difficult 
questions.

In his two lengthy diatribes to 
the BCUC detailing the extent to 
which his family has attempted to 
cut their energy consumption since 
2007 in the hope of reducing their 
energy bill, Shadrack admonished 
FortisBC for not designing their 
system to reward those who reserve 
to conserve.

In fact, the rate system under 
which FortisBC operates is so 
skewed that Shadrack was outraged 
when he crunched the numbers of 
the cost to upgrade to more energy-
conserving appliances and devices 
versus the lessened cost of their 
power bill. Shadrack found little 
savings due to a basic charge 
three times higher than the one BC 
Hydro offers.

In his letter, Shadrack said it 
would take his family almost 17 
years for them to begin realizing 
cost recovery from the amount they 
have already paid out for energy-
saving devices.

Tha t  l eng th  o f  t ime  i s 
disappointing, Shadrack noted, 
and he wonders why people would 
be moved to conserve if the break-
even point was nearly 20 years 
away.

Shadrack pointed out to the 
BCUC that in the June to August 
2011 billing period, despite a 34.5 
percent drop in household energy 
consumption, the overall cost of 
electricity to his household rose 
by three percent compared to the 
same billing period five years ago.

Shadrack noted FortisBC’s 
basic charge has run as high as 44 
percent of his household bill since 
2006. Before Shadrack embarked 
on a household energy efficiency 
program, it was only 18.1 percent 

Shadrack takes FortisBC to task 
over paltry cost savings for big energy savings

of the bill.
In cost per kilowatt-hour, the 

blended unit cost of electricity to 
their household for April-June 2006 
to April-June 2011 increased by 
72.4 percent; December-February 
2005/06 over the same time period 
66.3 percent; over February-April 
2006 by 59.3 percent; and over 
June-August 2006 by 56.2 percent.

In exactly the same time 
frames, as described above, their 
electrical consumption dropped 
by 52.4 percent, then 56.7 percent, 
46.2 percent and 34.5 percent, 
respectively. 

“ T h e  f a c t s  s p e a k  f o r 
themselves,” said Shadrack. “The 
more our household lowered its 
electrical consumption, the higher 
the unit cost of electricity rose.”

In 2011 the Shadrack household 
came very close to achieving a 
50 percent reduction in electrical 
consumption. 

“When we started this project 
we had one goal: reduce our 
household consumption in such a 
way that the money invested was 
recouped before we had to replace 
the appliances and lightbulbs so that 
other residential households could 
follow in our footsteps,” he said.

Under FortisBC’s current 
rate design, Shadrack did not 
believe it was possible to recoup 
an investment in energy saving 
devices and, therefore, he felt it 
was highly unlikely that very many 
FortisBC customers would follow 
their example. 

“Thus our conclusion is that 
if ordinary folk cannot do it, it 
will not happen,” he said. “Many 
individuals and families simply 
do not have enough in their bank 
accounts to meet daily basic needs, 
let alone invest in energy savings 
devices.”

During a 2009 rate design 
hearing, FortisBC said a reduction 
in the amount of kWh they had to 
sell to customers would likely result 

in a financial savings to all customer 
classes, Shadrack wrote in his letter 
to the BCUC. 

Allegedly, FortisBC noted a 
reduction in the number of kWh 
consumed in any given year would 
not reduce either their bottom line 
or their ability to borrow capital for 
operating, Shadrack reported.

As a result, Shadrack felt 
FortisBC needed to set an inclining 
block rate with clear hard targets 
and a mechanism to get there. The 
commission agreed with Shadrack 
and told FortisBC to lower their 
basic charge.

However, although FortisBC’s 
proposal before the BCUC contains 
an inclining block rate and they 
have agreed to lower their basic 
charge over time, they won’t be 
lowering it beyond the current basic 
charge.

But at the current basic rate of 
$29.34 per month, Shadrack feels 
FortisBC should reduce the basic 
charge to $9.78 – similar to the 
$8.98 BC Hydro charges – to give 
people some incentive to reduce 
consumption. And any future rise 
in the basic charge should be tied to 
cost-centre increases, not electrical 
energy rate increases. 

“Any inclining block rate 
design, including the basic charge, 
should allow the customer to 
recoup the cost of investing in 
energy-efficient devices in a timely 
manner,” said Shadrack.

But he is unconvinced FortisBC 
is ready to adopt the necessary 
changes for that sort of conservation. 

“Adoption of this ethic is the 
only way FortisBC can hope to 
achieve energy self-sufficiency 
without building new generation 
facilities,” he said.

FortisBC’s application is still 
before the BCUC with no move 
on the books to reduce the basic 
charge to the level Shadrack feels 
would create incentives for energy 
consumption.
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This beautiful ginger & white cat will 
be up for adoption soon.  

Her name is Minny and she is very friendly.  
If you are interested in giving Minny a home, 

please call P.A.L.S. at 
250-265-3792 or e-mail us at pals-online.ca  

           P.A.L.S. PET OF THE WEEK

PALS AGM meeting on February 9th, 7pm at 
950 Crescent Bay Rd

Meet Minny
“Meet Simba” 

Simba (N885F) is a 
young adult male. He is 
looking for a nice family 
home! Please call PALS 
at 250-265-3792 or 
email info@pals-online.
ca if you are interested 
in meeting Simba.

Closed December 24 - 27
Open December 28 - 30 • 1 pm to 5 pm

Closed December 31 - January 2
Open January 3 •  Regular hours

27th Annual Carols by 
Candlelight

Wednesday, Dec. 14 7:00 pm
at the Burton Community Hall

Sponsored by 
St. Andrew’s United Church

Free Admission
Donations for Community 

Hampers Accepted

Thanks to our patrons for another 
successful year! See you again in 2012! 

—Karl & Dagmar 

CLOSED DECEMBER 24 - DECEMBER 27
———

RE-OPENS DECEMBER 28

314

Christmas 
Season Hours

Open 
Dec 24 • 8 am - Noon

Closed
Dec 25, 26, 27

Open
Dec 28, 29, 30 • 8 am - 5:30 pm

Dec 31 • 8 am - Noon

Closed
Jan 1, 2

Open Jan 3 with 
regular hours 

Mon - Fri • 8 am - 5:30 Sat • 9 am - 5 pm

Nakusp, BC • 250-265-3681

submitted
On December 17, Burton will 

host its third annual Community 
Christmas Party at the Burton Fire 
Hall.

Festivities get underway with 
a children and pet parade at 3 pm. 
The parade will set off from the 
elementary school and make its 
way to the fire hall. Following the 
parade, children will have a chance 
to meet Santa in his tipi.  

Burton Community Christmas Party and Parade
This year, volunteers will be 

serving a whole pig roast for dinner. 
The event will also feature a baked 
goods sale, bingo, raffle and 50/50 
tickets. The evening’s entertainment 
will include live local musicians, 
fire pits, cash bar and dancing. This 
event is very successful and highly 
entertaining, so make sure you don’t 
miss it!

If you plan to attend, please 
bring a non-perishable donation 

for the food bank. This event is 
sponsored by the Burton Volunteer 
Fire Department with all monetary 
proceeds going to support the 
depa r tmen t  t h rough  2012 . 
Charitable donations can also be 
made to the BVFD through the 
Burton Community Hall Board. 
The BVFD would like to thank 
Columbia Basin Trust for their 
support in this event.

For more information and to 
purchase dinner or raffle tickets, 
please contact Jerry at 250-265-
2112.

submitted
The Nakusp Falcons fell one 

win short of their goal in a tier three 
tournament in Kelowna November 25-

Falcons Place second in Kelowna Tier 3 tournament….
27. Nakusp lost their first game of the 
weekend to the home team, Kelowna, 
5-3, but would re-group in the next game 
and be victorious, 4-0 over Surrey.  

Goals were scored by Balske 
(McCoy, Mitchel Hascarl), Levi 
Cordingley would get two in the game 
(Zorn, Mitchel Hascarl) and Connor 
Reimer was awarded one (unassisted). 
Cam MacPherson got the shutout.   

Falcons won the next game as well 
with a hefty score of 7-3. Dylan Hascarl 
proved to be a force with five goals 
(Nishida, three assists going to Devlin 
and two unassisted). Nishida also got a 
goal (unassisted) and Zac Friedenberger 
put the seventh in (Reimer). This win 
would earn them enough points to 
advance straight to the final game versus 
Kelowna’s tier three team. 

However, Nakusp lost the final 

game, 6-1. The lone goal was scored by 
AJ Hughes on a breakaway pass from 
McInnes.
Back in league play

The Nakusp Falcons tallied two 
more league points the first weekend 
in December as the team travelled to 
Kaslo to play the tier three Nelson/Kaslo 
combined team. 

Kellan Nishida opened the scoring 
early in the first period with the assist 
going to Dylan Hascarl. Less than a 
minute later, Nathyn McInnes scored 
with the assists going to Connor Reimer, 
and Zac Friedenberger and Friedenberger 
made the game 3-1 when he scored on a 
pass from McInnes.  

Nelson/Kaslo managed to put one 
in the net near the end of the first period. 

In the second period goals were 
scored by Max McCoy (Jade Streliev), 
Jacob Balske (McCoy & Mitchel 
Hascarl), Ryan Bateman (Dylan 
Hascarl).  

Nelson/Kaslo tried to narrow the 
gap by scoring two in the second period 
as well. The third period saw two more 
unanswered goals by the Falcons, Mitchel 
Zorn (McInnes and Friedenberger) and 
Mitchel Hascarl (Kylie Carson).   

Falcons won the game 8-3 with Cam 
MacPherson being the net minder.

Falcons are off to Penticton to 
participate in the tier three tournament.

Falcon’s winger Max McCoy matches up against a Nelson/Kaslo player.
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GET READY 
FOR CHRISTMAS 

CLEARANCE SPECIALS
KING 15 AMP CUT-OFF SAW  
 (1 only)  
 reg. $153.29 SALE $124.99
WORK PLATFORM 11” X 30” X 19 ½” 
 300 LB HD (1 only)  
 reg. $49.97 SALE $38.95
59 PC DRILL DRIVER BIT SET TASK  (2 only) 
 reg.  $44.75 SALE $29.95
21 PC TITANIUM DRILL BIT SET/ TRAVEL MUG (2 only) 
 reg. $26.99 SALE $14.95
WATER TAIL NEOPRENE WARM GLOVES
 reg. $21.99 SALE $8.99 CLEARANCE
25’ EVERMARK TRUE VALUE TAPE MEASURE  
 reg. $7.29 SALE $4.99
STAINLESS STEEL HYDRATION BOTTLE 
 500ML THERMOS GREAT COLOURS  
 reg. $10.99 SALE $7.99 
20 LITRE RED PLASTIC GAS CAN  reg. $14.99  SALE $8.99
10 LITRE RED PLASTIC GAS CAN  reg. $8.29  SALE $5.99
HEAVY DUTY THINK SAFE WORK GLOVE REMOVABLE FELT LINER 
 reg. $8.99 SALE $6.99
TREKK SLEEPING BAG -5 DEG. 3 LB 36”X86” RECTANGULAR (2 only) 
 reg $89.99 SALE $49.99   
FAT BOY SLEEPING BAG -30 DEG. OVERSIZE  78” X 15” X 39” 8LB (1 only)
 reg. $129.99 SALE $89.99 
GARRITY FLASHLIGHT LED 5 FUNCTION/MAGNIFER LENS
 reg. $27.89 SALE $10.99

50 %+ OFF (ClearanceTable), TOOLS, 
CHRISTMAS LIGHTS, LIGHT BULBS, MISC, ETC.
HOODED SWEATSHIRTS ZIPPERED “NATURAL GRAPHICS” 
 SILVERTON, BC  
 reg. $37.99 SALE $29.99
TEE SHIRTS – CANADA  reg. $9.49 SALE $7.99 

Have a Safe and Very Happy Holiday! 

The Council and staff of the Village of New Denver would 
like to wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year.  

Village Office hours over the holiday season are as follows:

December 23  8:00 am – 12:00 noon
December 24 - 27 Closed  
December 28 - 30 Open
December 31  Closed
January 1-2  Closed
January 3  Open

Residential garbage collection will take place on Wednes-
day, December 28th (not Tuesday, December 27th).  All 
other garbage collection will take place on regularly 
scheduled days.

The December 27, 2011 Council Meeting has been 
cancelled.

Village of 
New Denver

NOTICE
Dog owners in the Village of New Denver are reminded that 
all dogs residing in the Village of New Denver are required to 
have a current dog licence.  There is a $15.00 discount for all 
dog licences purchased by February 15, 2012.

Licence fees are:

Unspayed Female ………………………………………..$50.00
Unneutered Male ………………………………………....$50.00
Spayed Female…………………………………………....$25.00
Neutered Male …………………………………………....$25.00

by Timothy Schafer
Enrolments are declining 

across the region in both School 
District 8 (Nelson-Creston) and 
in Selkirk College’s regional 
c a m p u s e s ,  b u t  r e s p e c t i v e 
administrations aren’t ready to 
push the panic button.

The first enrolment total of 
the year for SD8 (as of September 
30) was 5,086 by a ‘head count,’ a 
number that was down from initial 
estimates for the 2011-12 year.

However, some students take 
more than a full course load, and 
others take less than a full course 
load, a situation that makes the 
numbers misleading, said SD8 
superintendent Jeff Jones.

As for full-time equivalent 
students enrolled in SD8, there 
were 4,823 students registered in 
the district, a drop of 208 students 
from the final 2010-11 total of 
5,031 students enrolled district-
wide in full-time programs as 
recorded in June.

“Our enrolment is lower 
than we expected, mostly due 
to decreased enrolment in our 
distributed learning programs 
(DESK, Homelinks),” said Jones. 
“The way that distributed learning 
students were calculated for 
purposes of funding has changed 
since last year, thus reducing our 
total FTE count for students in 
these programs.”

BC’s school districts receive 
funding for every student they 
enroll. Preliminary funding for 
SD8 for the 2011-12 year was 
determined last March based on 
district enrolment estimates.

Near the end of the 2010-11 
school year, a provincial audit of 
the school’s enrolment revealed 
some reporting errors, ones the 
SD8 administration is appealing.

At issue were the Ministry 
of Education’s expectations SD8 
remove First Nation students 
out of classrooms for different 
learning in order to qualify to 
receive funding. 

“We be l i eve  a  fund ing 
model such as this is archaic 
and demeaning to our students,” 
said SD8 board of trustees chair 
Mel Joy in a letter to local school 
districts late last month.

After the school district was 
penalized for offering a more 
“respectful” program for First 
Nation students they were told that 
the requirements for the funding 
had changed for the 2011-2012 
school year.

Although the ministry agreed 
with their concerns – and the new 
criteria was aligned with SD8’s 
programming – the ministry still 
insisted on taking back their 2010-
11 aboriginal funding.

“We have been working very 
closely with all of our schools to 
ensure that there is a complete 
understanding of funding criteria, 
in order to avoid some of the 
challenges we encountered during 
our enrolment audit last year,” said 
Jones. “However, there are many 
of the auditor’s observations with 
which we continue to disagree 
– but about which the ministry 
has demonstrated no interest in 
pursuing with us.”

Three years ago SD8 lost 
around 120 students, and 80 fewer 
students were enrolled for the 
2009-2010 school year. A drop in 
enrolment forced reorganization 
and reconfiguration of schools 
in SD8 in 2007 when the district 
reconfigured schools in Nelson 
so elementary schools were K 
to Grade 5, Trafalgar became a 
Grade 6 to 8 middle school and 
LV Rogers took on Grade 9 to 12 
students.

T h e  f i v e  y e a r s  o f 
reconfiguration saw the closure of 
several schools in the Nelson area, 
including Central Elementary 
School, Gordon Sargent Primary 
and AI Collinson on the North 
Shore.
By the numbers: enrolment

SD8 schools that experienced 
growth of 20 or more FTE students 

included: Hume Elementary 
S c h o o l  ( N e l s o n ) ;  S a l m o 
Elementary School; Crawford 
Bay School; and Canyon/Lister 
Elementary School.

Schools that experienced a 
decrease of 20 or more FTE 
s tuden t s  i nc luded :  Sa lmo 
Secondary School; LV Rogers 
Secondary School (Nelson); 
South Nelson Elementary School; 
Prince Charles Secondary School 
(Creston); Erickson Elementary 
School; Homelinks; and DESK.

However, enrolment in the 
International Student program 
in SD8 is presently 90 (67 full 
time equivalent) students, which 
is the highest fall enrollment 
in the history of the program. 
Enrolling schools to date are 
Adam Robertson Elementary, 
Crawford  Bay Elementary 
Secondary, Erickson Elementary, 
LV Rogers Secondary,  Mt. 
Sentinel Secondary, Prince Charles 
Secondary, Salmo Elementary, 
South Nelson Elementary, and 
Trafalgar Middle School.

The countries represented this 
year in the program are: China, 
Korea, Germany, Mongolia, 
Venezuela, Mexico and Brazil.
College conundrum

Enrolment at Selkirk College 
in 2010/11 declined to a utilization 
rate (capacity) of 83 percent 
overall from a peak of 92 percent 
in 2009-10.

From 2010 to 2011 that 
represented a drop of 65 students, 
around 3.2 percent of the 2,022 the 
school contained in 2010.

The Nakusp campus held 
steady at 31 students, as did Grand 
Forks at 61, but Kaslo is down 
33.3 percent, or 17 students, from 
51 to 34 in 2011.

The three campuses in Nelson 
were down 26 students to 533 in 
2011, while Castlegar’s student 
body was reduced by 84 students 
to 960 – an eight percent drop. 

In Trail, the student population 
increased by 62 students – the 
only campus to have a rise – to 
338 (22.5 percent).

The largest drop in enrolment 
for Selkirk is in  industry and 
trades training, that fell by 20.9 
percent, or 38 students, to 144 
overall, while university arts 
and sciences transfer program 
enrolment is down 14 percent (60 
students) to 369 people in 2011.

The overall drop does not 
concern communications and 

development director Barry 
Auliffe since the 3.2 percent 
change is quite small – and 
enrolment numbers are cyclical. 

“Generally, university transfer 
is a softer area for everyone 
right now,” he said. “And our 
size means a drop or rise of a 
few students in any one program 
makes a difference.”

Any drop in enrolment is 
linked to what the job marketplace 
is dictating as people choose their 
career path, he said. 

Enrolment down in SD8 Nelson-Creston and Selkirk College
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Wishing all the best to you and yours this holiday season
             – Ruth, Tom, Tamara, Paul & Jackie

Holiday Hours:
Open Mon-Sat, 

10:00 am-5:30 pm
Closed Christmas, 
Boxing and New 

Year’s Day

408 Front St. Kaslo 250-353-2566 1-866-706-2566

from all of us at 

the Kaslo Pump
Holiday Hours:
Closed - Christmas Day
Christmas Eve - closed 

at 4 pm
Regular Hours Otherwise:
Every day 7 am to 7 pm

6410 Highway 31 • 353-2533

OPEN til 4:00 pm
    DEC 24
CLOSED 
    DEC 25 & 26
RE-OPENING  DEC 27 
FOR BOXING DAY SALE

400 Front St., Kaslo
250-353-9688

by Jan McMurray
At Kaslo council’s inaugural 

meeting, appointments were made to 
the usual committees, and to a new 
committee: the Sustainable Economic 
Development Select Committee. 
Members of this new committee are 
Mayor Lay and Councillors Hewat, 
Holland and Lang.

Choosing the RDCK director 
and alternate director was a difficult 
decision for council. The first motion, 
to appoint Mayor Lay as director 
and Councillor Lang as alternate was 

Kaslo council, December 5: New economic development committee formed
defeated. A second motion to appoint 
Holland as director with Lay as alternate 
was defeated. The third motion, to 
appoint Lay as director and Holland as 
alternate, carried.

Membership to other committees 
was appointed or affirmed as follows.

Acting Mayors: Councillor 
Hewat December-February; Councillor 
Holland March to May; Councillor Lang 
June-August; Councillor Leathwood 
September-November.

Development Services Standing 
Committee: Councillor Leathwood 
(chair), Mayor Lay (alt. chair), 
Councillors Hewat and Lang.

Development Services – City 
Hall Standing Committee: Councillor 
Leathwood (chair), Mayor Lay (alt. 
chair), Councillors Hewat and Lang.

Budget Standing Committee: 
Councillor Hewat (chair), all members 
of council.

Municipal Services Standing 
Committee: Councillor Hewat (chair), 
Mayor Lay (alt. chair), Councillors 
Holland and Lang.

Kaslo  Recreat ion Select 
Committee: Joy Lukacs, Janis Neufeld, 
Councillor Hewat, Councillor Lang, 
Kathy Freeman.

Building Management Select 
Committee: Mayor Lay, Councillor 
Lang, Councillor Leathwood, Glen 
Walker. There is a vacant seat on this 
committee.

Liquid Waste Management 
Select Committee: Dennis Jensen, Don 
Scarlett, Bill Wells, Councillor Lang, 
Stanley Baker, Mayor Lay, Councillor 
Leathwood (alt.), Anne Malik.

Sewer Specified Area No 1 
Finance Review Select Committee: 
Councillor Hewat, Deputy Clerk 
Hughes, Anne Malik.

Hiring Committee: Councillors 
Lang and Leathwood.

Emergency Social Services: 
Linda Portman; Kaslo & District 
Community Forest Society: Erika 
Bird; IHA: Mayor Lay; Chamber 
of Commerce: Councillors Holland 
and Hewat/Mayor Lay; Kootenay 
Lake Historical Society: Councillor 
Leathwood; Kaslo Area D Emergency 
Response Service: Councillor Lang/
Mayor Lay; Kaslo Early Childhood 
Coalition: Councillor Leathwood; 
Kaslo & Area Regional Facilities, 
Recreation & Parks Service 
Commission: Janis Neufeld, Eric 
Early, Councillor Lang; Kaslo Golf 

Club: Councillor Leathwood; Kaslo & 
District Arena Association: Councillor 
Leathwood; Kaslo Housing Society: 
Lynda Beddow; Treaty Advisory 
Committee: Mayor Lay, Alternate 
Councillor Holland.

Mayor Lay gave a mayor’s address, 
described as follows in the draft minutes 
of the meeting: “Mayor Lay expressed 
his privilege and honour in being able 
to serve the community as an elected 
official for a second term, and stated his 
role is to act as facilitator and mediator. 
He encouraged members of the public 
to communicate with their elected 
officials in all matters of concern. His 
goal will be to harness the knowledge 
and creativity of Kaslo’s citizens to 
ensure that the challenge of sustainable 
economic development is pursued with 
enthusiasm and confidence.”

The new Kaslo council: Councillor Suzan Hewat, Councillor Rob Lang, Councillor Molly Leathwood, Mayor Greg Lay. Missing: Councillor Jimmie Holland.

by Jan McMurray
The JV Humphries School 

community in Kaslo had so much fun 
at the Movember event on November 

JVH Social Action Club holds Movember event
30 that they’re going to make it an 
annual thing.

“We all got together and had a 
good time – teachers, parents, students, 

administration – so we’re thrilled. It 
was a real community-building event,” 
said Dan Miles, principal and ‘Man of 
Movember’ at the lunch-hour event to 
raise money for men’s health.

A total of $908.81 was raised, from 
donations at the door and from the sale 
of moustache-shaped cookies by the 
school’s Social Action Club.

Two high-profile members of the 
community agreed to have their facial 
hair shaved off if more than $500 was 
raised. They kept their promise, and 
Mayor Greg Lay and teacher Rod 
Dunnett lost their beards and mustaches 
in front of an audience of about 200.

A catwalk was set up in the 
Lighthouse Theatre so that participants 
could “strut their stuff,” escorted by two 
grade 11 girls, to a panel of six judges. 
There were two categories: pre-grown 
and currently grown, and many prizes 
were awarded. Miles was particularly 
happy about the school community 
getting together for this event because 
the school’s open house, which usually 
happens this time of year, has been 
cancelled due to the teachers’ strike. 
Movember is an international fundraising 
campaign for men’s health, specifically 
prostate cancer. More information: www.
movember.com.

Rod Dunnett, grade 5/6 teacher at JVH, being escorted to be shaved at the Movember event 
November 30. No one had seen his face in over 30 years!



December 14, 2011   The Valley Voice  27CLASSIFIED ADS

Wine & Beer Making Kits 
to satisfy all budgets!

Winlaw Brew-Op

5972 Cedar Creek Road, Winlaw • 226-7328

Take-Home Kits, or Brew it with Us!
Open 11:00 to 6:00 Tues. to Sat.

Specialty Coffees, Teas, 
U-Brews and Kits for Home
                    • Open Every DayNAKUSP  265-4701

3 5 8 - 7 7 6 9

A v A ’ s 
H a i r  s t u d i o

Far right entrance of the Wild Rose Restaurant in Rosebery

OPEN YEAR-ROUND

Slocan Auto &
Truck Repairs

24 hour towing 
BCAA, Slocan, BC  

355-2632

NAKUSP GLASS
201 Broadway

265-3252
The clear choice for 
all your glass needs!SALES & SERVICE

98 - 1st Street, Nakusp • 265-4911
OPEN TUES - SAT

CHAINSAWS
• Stihl
• Husqvarna
MOWERS
• Husqvarna
• Toro • Snapper
• Lawnboy

TRIMMERS
• Stihl
• Husqvarna
SMALL ENGINES
• Tecumseh 
• Honda
• Briggs & Stratton

AUTOMOTIVE • SMALL MOTORS • MACHINE SHOP
Caribou Service
(250) 265-3191

5549 Frontage Road
Burton, BC

24 Hr Towing and Recovery
Auto Repairs & Tires

Auto Parts

24 HOUr TOWING
1007 HWy 23, NAKUSP

PH: 265-4577

• welding repairs • full service 
& repair • licenced technician • 

radiator repairs & service • mobile 
service available • fast, friendly 

and

MOUNTAIN VALLEY STATION
BOTTLE DEPOT

Slocan City • 355-2245
Open MON - SAT  9-5

Your “Bottle Drive” Specialists

RECYCLINGJEWELRY

Nakusp   265-4406

BCAA Towing

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Nakusp Taxi
250-265-8222

Pick up and Delivery
Let us get it for you

• Auto parts • Groceries
• Pharmacy • Cigarettes
• Take out food

Just let your local business know your needs 
and we will deliver them to you.

Alcoholic beverages until 11:00 pm

HAIR

MASSAGE THErAPIES
Myofascial, Swedish, Lymphatic, Joint Play, Craniosacral, 

Visceral, Somatoemotion, Chakras, Nutrition etc.
MTA rates (Low income consideration)

also MSP, WCB, ICBC & care plans
Garth r. Hunter, r.M.T.

Slocan Health Clinic - Thursdays
250-358-2364 • Mobile & Office

FULL SPECTRUM HEALTH
• Deep Tissue Massage

• Nutritional Consultation
• Reiki

     Sliding Scale - Mobile Service
Daniel Thorpe  250-358-6808

HEALTH • WELL BEING • FITNESS

COLES RENTALS
HEATERS (PROPANE & ELECTRIC)

PLATE TAMPERS, JUMPING JACKS, REBAR BENDER 
JACKHAMMERS, HAMMER DRILLS, CONCRETE 

MIXERS, CONCRETE SAWS, TILECUTTERS, 
BLOCKCUTTERS, SCAFFOLDING, FLOOR SANDERS, 
NAILERS - ALL TYPES, LM ROTARY LAZER TRANSIT, 

GENERATORS, WATER PUMPS, COMPRESSORS, 
INSULATED TARPS, PRESSURE WASHERS, ROTO 

TILLER, LAWN COMBER, AERATOR, PROPERTY PIN 
LOCATOR, GAS POST HOLE DIGGER, CONCRETE 

FLOOR GRINDER 
...AND MUCH MORE!

PHONE 358-2632
1-888-358-2632

EQUIPMENT RENTAL

BREWING

Jo’s Jewelry
Custom work and repair in 

silver and Gold, by appointment

358-2134
new denver, Goldsmith Jo-anne barClay

Spectrum Home & Family Care
Helping you maintain 

YOUR lifesyle!
Free consultations 

in the West Kootenay!
250-265-3842

www.spectrumhomesupport.ca

Hand & Soul Wellness Centre
larry zaleski, D.C.    Chiropractor

Mondays & Fridays - Silverton • Every other Wednesday in Winlaw or Nakusp

Sue mistretta, m.a., CCC    Counsellor/expressive arts
358-2177 www.handandsoul.ca

Susan L. Yurychuk • 250-358-6804
By Appointment Only • New Denver

myofascial release • deep tissue massage • relaxation massage

DAY SPA

Stone Massage • Deep Tissue  
Salt Glows • Mud Wraps & More

COMPUTER

ken@palmercomputerservices.com

Palmer
Computer 
Services

- Repairs 
- Upgrades 

- Consulting
Microsoft Certified 
Systems EngineerPhone: 355-2235

Legendary Meats 
Custom Cutting & Sausage 

Making, Curing & Smoking of 
Bacons & Hams

Mobile BBQ Services & Hog 
Roaster Rentals

• Christmas Tree Sales •
www.legendarymeats.ca
Phone/Fax: 250-226-7803
2826 Hwy 6 • Slocan Park

MEAT CUTTING

708 Hwy 3A, Nelson, BC   V1L 6M6
ph 250-352-3191

sales@mainjet.ca • www.mainjet.ca

ANNOUNCEMENTS
HALF PRICE SALE on in-stock prints 
of Rory McLeod’s photographs of Arrow 
& Slocan Lakes region now through 
Christmas. Call for an appointment to 
view at our gallery 250-265-0024. www.
horizon2horizon.com.
DOWN PILLOWS, crystal glasses, luxury 
bath products, Kootenay jewellery, bamboo 
sheets, quality duvets, cozy throws...  
Stress-free Christmas shopping! Willow 
HOME Gallery, KASLO 250-353-2257 
www.willowhomegallery.com.
CHRISTMAS BAKING  available at 
Sappho’s Bakery in New Denver. Three 
kinds of fruitcake (including Black Forest!), 
rumballs, rumball snowmen coated with 
Callebaut white chocolate, gingerbread, 
shortbread. Also a mouthwatering selection 
of bread, and buns for Christmas dinner. For 
leftovers, turkey on a hoagie never tasted so 
good! Open Thursday, Friday and Saturday 
at 309 Kildare in the Orchard; entrance is 
from the alley. Call 250-358-2119 to order 
or to reserve.
SKIING THE SLOCAN VALLEY 
R A I L T R A I L  –  Vi s i t  w w w.
slocanvalleyrailtrail.ca to keep up to 
date on the latest trail conditions and most 

recent grooming report. Just click on the 
Grooming Update link on the home page.

BOOKS & SILVEr
1896 Books & Silver in Kaslo. Across 
from S.S. Moyie. Fine Silver Jewelry100% 
Handcrafted in Kaslo. Quality Books. Open 
Wed-Sat afternoons until Xmas.

BUSINESS OPPOrTUNITIES
UNEMPLOYED and thinking of starting 
your own business? Community Futures 
offers the Self Employment grant, business 
loans, counselling and training in the Arrow 
& Slocan Lakes area. For more info leave 
a message at 265-3674 ext. 201 or email 
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

CArD OF THANKS
NEW DENVER MERCHANTS’ NIGHT 
– Thank you to everyone who made the 
evening a smashing success! The Slocan 
District Chamber of Commerce would like 
to thank all the merchants, Rhonda Bouillet 
and the royalty, the New Denver Volunteer 
Fire Department, Santa Claus, the Valhalla 
Community Choir, and Steve Lones for 
their participation and contributions. 
Special thanks to Mountainberry Foods, 
New Market Foods and Robin McNabb for 
providing the hot chocolate, hot dogs and 

goodies, and to Rhonda’s Bookkeeping, 
Alvie’s Welding, and the Laundromat 
for providing Santa’s goodie bags. And 
of course a huge thank you to all the 
community members who came out and 
filled the main street with warm, holiday 
cheer!
I WOULD LIKE to publicly thank Jim 
Ross of Slocan Park for his help with a 
flat on Sunday, December 4. Jim was busy 
but stopped anyway, went back home and 
left an expensive jack with us. These were 
kind and trusting acts to two total strangers. 
Neighbours like Jim make the Slocan 
Valley one of the nicest places to call home. 
Thanks again!

-John and Vicky Fraser
WE WOULD LIKE to thank the New 
Denver Volunteer Fire Department for 
responding so quickly to the fire in our 
boiler room. We have no doubt that the 
house would have burned as well had you 
not been so prompt and efficient. Many 
thanks also to the ladies who brought coffee, 
etc. for the guys, and to Rob and Paula at the 
Apple Tree for supplying us with breakfast 
in the middle of the crisis. We are humbled 
and grateful for the offerings of help and 

places to shower should we need it. It 
confirms to us that the choice we made to 
relocate to this community was the right 
one. Thank you everyone, we love you all.

- Jeff, Ana, Rylan and Atli
ON BEHALF OF THE ENTIRE 
SKRENES family, we wish to express our 
sincere appreciation to Fire Chief Leonard 
Casley and the New Denver and Area Fire 
Department crew for acting so promptly 
and professionally in dealing with our 
recent house fire. Had it not been for your 
rapid response and extremely skillful and 
effective actions, we would have lost the 
entire house. As it was, although we lost 
our boiler/wood shed, nearly all the winter’s 
wood supply was saved in addition to the 
house and lives. We are very grateful for all 
your hard work and your sacrifice of time 
and energy, both at our house and in all the 
practices that have made you into expert 
firefighters. Thank you, so much!

We also wish to express our sincere 
thanks to all those members of the 
community that came forward with gifts 
of food, shelter, hot showers and friendship 
to Jeff and Ana, Rylan and Atli. Your 
demonstration of love and caring was truly 

heart-warming and renewed the faith that 
we have always had in the magical bonds 
that hold together such wonderful, rural 
communities.

Thank you, all of you! We wish you all 
the warmth and fellowship of the Holiday 
Season.
Sincerely yours, Bryan and Laleh Skrenes
I WISH TO THANK everyone for the 
Loving care and support you gave me 
during my last few months in the hospital 
and now at home. Thank you for the cards, 
letters, visits and flowers. It is so wonderful 
having such good friends. Everyone has 
been great and I do appreciate all your 
concerns. Thanks also to the women of 
Spectrum for being with me in my home. 
Take Care!

- With Love, Shirley Neuls

Support the Valley 
Voice with a voluntary 

subscription
Only $10-$30 



The Valley Voice   December 14, 201128

HALL LUMBER 
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat 
10 am to 5 pm

PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd. 

Edgewood, BC

FOR ALL YOUR 
PROPANE NEEDS

365-9958
1-800-471-5630

Your local bulk dealer & service centre

• registered Septic System 
designer and installer •
• ready Mix Concrete • 

• Lock Blocks • Drain rock • 
• road Crush • Sand & Gravel • 

• Dump Trucks • Excavator • 
• Crusher • Coloured Concrete • 

• Site Preparation •
Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
Ph. 265-4615 • vieirac@telus.net

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN 

YOUR VALLEY COMFORT AND BLAZE KING DEALER 
SPECIALIZING IN WOOD/ELECTRIC, WOOD/OIL AND 

WOOD/GAS COMBINATION FURNACES
Certified • Insured

COMPLETE SALES 
SERVICE AND 
INSTALLATION

Slocan City, BC • (250) 355-0088
website: www.kootenayfurnace.com

email: kfurnace@netidea.com

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Crescent Bay 

Construction Ltd.
Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431 
• Email cresbay@telus.net

KF PowerVac
Duct Cleaning & Duct Sanitizing

Local: 355-2485 • Toll-free: 1-888-652-0088
email: kfurnace@netidea.com

J.C. Roofing Company
For all your roofing needs

Serving the Arrow and Slocan Lakes
16 years of professional installations

WCB • All work fully guaranteed
We also install Soffit and Vinyl Siding

For your free estimate, Call 
Curtis Roe at 250-265-9087

• general contractor 
• new homes & renovations 

• design/build 
HPO licensed/Home Warranty 

Fully insured. 30 yrs.+ exp./ cert. 
carpenters/ foundation to finish/

custom trim/heritage work. 
Call Drew 250- 353-2450.  

0850743 B.C. Ltd. dba Vista Custom Builders

Indoor Garden 
Supplies

Castlegar
250-304-2911

1730 Hwy 3, Selkirk Spring Building
dan@canadiangardensupply.com

Jim Pownall & Co.
LOG & TIMBER FRAME HOMES

New Denver • BC
250-358-2566

jpownall@telus.net
Uncommon Ground Farm 

& Landscape
Now booking landscape projects for the 

2012 season!
Design & Installation

cell: 250-354-8661 • uncommonground@ 
columbiawireless.ca

CLASSIFIED ADS

peacock 
collective

organic housekeeping 
ueco friendly housekeepinguyard & garden maintenanceu 

general labour workuWCB insured trade worker’s helper 
upost renovation clean upuorganization & de-cluttering in 
home or shopuhelping hand with carpentry & alternative 

building projectsuhome check-ins and visit preparationsu

Gift Certificates available
Serving Nakusp Burton New Denver Silverton

reliable & fully insured
Sondra Krajewski
250.265.8479

www.peacockcollective.ca

Simon Bamber, aSct, ROwP.
Civil technology Consultant

Septic Systems 
Water Systems 
Subdivisions, 

Land Development 
Project Management 

Site Inspection
Drafting (CAD)

250-265-1767
si@bambertech.com

www.bambertech.com

Nakusp 
Redi Mix

serving the Kootenays since 1973
Edgewood • Nakusp • Trout Lake • Kaslo

DAVID WEATHERHEAD

250-265-4311 (ph)
250-265-3468 (fax)

ted’s New & ReNew
Residential & Commercial Projects
Journeyman Floorcovering Installer

carpet • lino • hardwood • cork • laminate • tile
Property maintenance & management

Carpet & upholstery Cleaning

Phone 250-265-6809

HARDWOOD 
FLOORS ONLY 

100% CANADIAN FLOORING 
AT WHOLESALE

Prefinished, antique R. Oak - Maple 
3 ¼ x ¾ $4.59/sf pallet – Import Eng 

Prefinished $3.99/sf pallet
 Bamboo – Cork from $2.99/sf 

Glue Down
AT JUAN’S – 1503 Hwy 3A Thrums

250-399-6377 Mon-Sat 8:30 am-5 pm

Installation and maintenance 

JEMS Propane Ltd.

Safety, Service, Satisfaction
call Jim Berrill • (250) 359-5922

ACCOMMODATIONS

Even little ads get noticed 
in the Valley Voice www.thelasthousestanding.com

Fine Custom Home 
Construction

CGL and WCB covered

(250)505-0794

CArD OF THANKS
SLOCAN VALLEY RECREATION 
would like to thank everyone who made 
the 2011 Seniors Tea possible: The many 
volunteers, Mt. Sentinel Grads, Rita Moir, 
John Cresswell, Two for Trippin’, Connor 
Bojey (Illusionist), Kootenay Dance Beat, 
Area H Director Walter Popoff, RDCK, 
Kootenay Slocan Lions Club, and the 
numerous local businesses who provided 
generous donations.

CELEBrATION OF LIFE
CHARLIE STICKEL - A celebration 
of the life of Charlie Stickel, who died on 
December 10, will be held on December 
18, 2011 at 1:00 pm at St. Andrew’s United 
Church in Kaslo. All are welcome. Instead 
of flowers please consider donating to the 
Community Fund of North Kootenay Lake 
in Charlie’s name.

COMING EVENTS
BREAKFAST SPECIAL Eggs Benedict 
@ The Cup and Saucer, Silverton. Starting 
Saturday Dec 3rd.
NEW YEARS EVE DANCE December 
31, 9:00 pm, Slocan Legion Hall, 502 
Harold St., Slocan. Band: RAZZBERY 
ROCKETS. Tickets $15 ea. at Mountain 
Valley Station or phone 250-355-2672 to 
reserve. Midnight Appy Buffet. Everyone 
Welcome (no minors please).

K O O T E N A Y  D A N C E B E A T 
CHRISTMAS SOLSTICE DANCE - 
Sat. Dec. 17, 7:30 - 10:30 pm, Playmor 
Junction Church. Taped music: Swing, 
Latin, Ballroom. Mini-lesson, refreshments, 
mixers & door prizes. ALL WELCOME. 
www.dancingbeat.org
FULL MOON SKI ON THE RAIL 
TRAIL – Be part of the fun! This year it 
takes place on Sunday, January 6 between 
6:30 and 8:00 pm. It takes place 1.5 km 
north of Perry Siding or 2 km south of 
the Lemon Creek Trailhead. Visit www.
slocanvalleyrailtrail.ca for more details.
SLOCAN LAKE ARENA SOCIETY will 
be holding its Annual General Meeting on 
Wednesday, January 25, 2012 at 7:00 pm at 
the rink in Silverton. Everyone welcome! 
ST. MATTHEW’S - Instead of their long-
standing traditional Christmas Eve Service 
of Lessons and Carols, the congregation 
of St. Matthew’s Church in South Slocan 
welcomes you to a Children’s/Family 
Christmas service on the afternoon of 
December 18 at 4:00 pm. All families with 
children, aunts and uncles, grandparents 
and friends are warmly invited to celebrate 
Christmas and take part in the telling of the 
first Christmas through songs and stories. 
You can easily find St. Matthew’s Church 
at #3370 South Slocan Village Road. 

Refreshments will be served following the 
service. Any offering of money or non-
perishable food items will go to support St. 
Saviour’s food cupboard in Nelson.
BIJOU ANNUAL HOLIDAY SALE - 
Featuring local designers who showcase 
work nationally. Ceramics, housewares, 
jewelry, textiles, illustrations, clothing and 
more. Many lovely gifts under $20. On 
Saturday the 17th,   Epiphany cakes will 
be selling delicious and decadent holiday 
treats. Sunday the 18th, the Nelson roller 
derby team the Killjoys  will have a bake 
sale featuring scrumptious homemade pies. 
In addition, the artists will donate 5% of 
their Sunday sales to our local food bank. 
Location: Bijou Hair Salon, 564 Ward St. 
(just down from Oso) Sat., Dec. 17, 10-9 
and Sun., Dec. 18, 10-5.

FOr rENT
SUITE FOR RENT – One mile from 
Nakusp. On acreage. 3 bdr. Appliances. 
Available. $700/month. 250-575-8867 or 
250-265-4914.
NEWER QUALITY COTTAGE 
near Winlaw. 2 beds, loft. Quiet, sunny, 
valley views. Suitable 2 people. www.
merryproperties.com $795/mo. 250-226-
0034.
WINLAW 3 BEDROOM newer home, 
2 bathrooms, 1500 sq. ft., appliances, 

electric heat, beautiful view of Frog Peak. 
40 minutes from Nelson, Castlegar, Trail. 
Landlord references, no indoor pets, no 
smoking. Available. $1200 plus deposit. 
250-265-0168. Sonja.
SPACIOUS 2 BDR APT. in Silverton 
available for rent, available Dec 1. $750/
mo. W & D, dishwasher, a/c. Seeking 
quiet, responsible, non-smoking tenants. 
358-2177.
FOR RENT, 1 bdr & 2 bdr apartments 
in Rotary Villa Phase 4 building Nakusp 
BC. Senior Housing 55+ Independent 
living. New Secure Building, Small pet 
welcome. Inf. www.arrowtarian.com or 
call Trish Office 265-2020 / cell 265-1247. 
Tenants could be eligible for SAFER see 
BC Housing website.
ONE BEDROOM CABIN in Nakusp for 
rent. Non-smoker, quiet person, no pets. 
References required. $460 per month plus 
utilities and security deposit. Call 250-675-
2661 or 250-265-1149. 

FOr SALE
MOVING SALE - Household items, 
antique chairs, walnut hall table, oak bench, 
round oak table, wing chair 358-2251.
T W O  L E F T- H A N D  A C O R N 
STAIRLIFTS for split-level home. New, 
and still in boxes. $3,500. 250-265-4145.

2008 WARDHAUL CARGO TRAILER 
8’ x 18’ / Pewter / Barn Less than 50km 
/ Covered Storage $6,250.00 Phone 265-
3569 after 6:00 pm.

2001 TACOMA TRD, 373,000 km, one 
owner. Runs like new, well maintained. For 
$8,500 you can keep this truck in the valley 
it loves! Ph. 358-7759 (Siegy).

HEALTH
FELDENKRAIS Awareness Through 
Movement classes: *Nakusp *Winlaw. * 
Relax * Release Tension * Relieve Pain 
* Breathe Easier * Sleep Better * Tyson 
250-226-6826 * thaitouch@yahoo.com.
YOGA AT THE DOMES - TIME 
CHANGE FOR CLASSES – Monday 
morning 9-10:30, THURSDAY afternoon 
4:00-5:30. OPEN TO ALL LEVELS.
YOGA with Christopher & Anastasia. 
Sundays 10 am. Hand & Soul, Silverton. 
lovingspirit@rocketmail.com 358-7773.
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Business Classifieds start at $10.00
Call 250-358-7218 for details

Slocan Village Market
Groceries, fresh produce, fresh meat, 

Agency Liquor, organic foods, 
in-store deli, in-store bakery.

Open 7 days/week, 9 am - 8 pm
Slocan, BC • ph:355-2211 • fax: 355-2216

RESTAURANT/BAkERY

   FALL HOUrS
      9 AM - 9 PM

QUALITY PIZZA anytime!
265-4880
Air Conditioned

93-5th Ave. Nakusp
Non-Smoking

laceNick’s
P

OPEN EVEry DAy, EXCEPT TUESDAy & WEDNESDAy

Lemon Creek 
Lodge & Campground

Year-round facility
Licensed Restaurant
Open Thurs - Sun

5 PM - 8 PM
Reservations: 1-877-970-8090

The Apple Tree 
Sandwich Shop

Soup, Sandwiches & Desserts
358-2691

Mon. - Fri. 7 A.M. - 4 P.M.
Sat. 11 A.M. - 4 P.M.

 GROCERY • HEALTH FOOD

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

¶

• Health Products, healing sessions
• New Age cards & books
• Sensual products

320 BrOADWAy ST. NAKUSP  265-3188

Health Centre

¶¶ ¶¶¶

Re-Awakening

www.jonesboysboats.com
Ainsworth, British Columbia

4080 Hwy 31 N
Call: 1-877-552-6287

(250) 353-2550 Fax (250) 353-2911

HARBERCRAFT

HUB INTErNATIONAL 
BArTON 

INSUrANCE 
BrOKErS

For all your 
INSUrANCE 

needs
265-3631

1-800-665-6010

RECREATION

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

 Passmore
 Laboratory Ltd.
Water Testing • Flow Measurements
CAEAL certified to test drinking water
We’re in the Valley at: 1-250-226-7339
Jennifer & Tony Yeow passlab@xplornet.com

Colour/B&W Laser Printing/Copying • Digital Photography
Word processing • Scanning • Faxing • Binding • Laminating
CUSTOM CARDS • BROCHURES • CALENDARS • NEWSLETTERS

The best selection of photo cards of local views anywhere
1007 Josephine St. (Box 298), New Denver

Ph. 358-2435     essay@direct.ca     Fax 358-2607

Ph: 359-7111  Fax: 359-7587
www.playmorpower.com

Playmor Junction Hwy 6 & 3A
1043 Playmor

THE RIDE SAYS IT ALL

CLOTHING

The Clothes Hanger

Men’s & Ladies Clothing

400 Front St • Kaslo • 250-353-9688

Natural Food Store

422 Front Street • Kaslo, BC
1-250-353-2594

Silverton, BC
Monday - Saturday 8:00-4:00

Soup, Stews, 
Meat Pies, Treats 
and Great Coffee

358-2267

The Cup 
and 

Saucer Café

USED GOODS

MEMORIAL 
HALL 

Weddings, Parties, Reunions, 
Concerts, Funerals, Meetings
To book call Sue:  250-358-2711

HALLS

COMMUNITY

The Donation Store
main Street • New Denver

Open 10 am - 2 pm • Monday - Saturday 
(depending on available volunteers)

Help us help you

MOuntainviEw REaLty LtD.

Shirley Kosiancic
Realtor

412 Broadway St. Nakusp, BC V0G 1S0
Bus    250-265-2111
Fax    250-265-3842
Cell    250-265-8040
shirley@century21nakusp.com • www.century21nakusp.com

This space could be yours for 
$11.00 + GST per issue.
Call 358-7218 or email: 

valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca
for details

Your Slocan Valley Specialist

Even little ads 
get noticed in 

the Valley Voice

100% organic 
sourdough bread 

baked in a traditional 
wood-fired bread oven
Available at Rutabaga’s, New Denver • 

Slocan Village Market, Slocan 
• Gaia Tree, Winlaw

BAkERY

Rory’s on Main
 Licensed Restaurant • New Denver

Check out www.rorysonmain.com for our 
weekly specials, menu, hours & contact info

For Reservations: 250-358-2449

This space could be yours for 
$11.00 + GST per issue.
Call 358-7218 or email: 

valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca
for details

HELP WANTED
MATURE, DISABLED MAN seeking 
certified or experienced Home Support 
Caregivers. Immediate shifts available 
in private Nakusp home. Forward 
resume ATTN HOME SUPPORT to: 
arrowlakealliance@telus.net or A.L.A.C., 
339 Alexander Rd., Nakusp, BC V0G 1R1.

MOBILE HOME
1996 2 BDRM PLUS ADDITION. 5 
appliances, vaulted ceiling, sunken living 
room, large deck. Excellent condition. 
Located in Nakusp MHP near golf course. 
Covered storage available for RV and/or 
boat. View at www.bchomesforsale.com/
view/nakusp/harold or call 250-265-1730.

NOTICES
FOR INFORMATION ON AA OR 
ALANON MEETINGS contact in New 
Denver: 358-7904 or 358-7158; Nakusp 
265-4924; Kaslo 353-2658; Slocan 355-
2805; South Slocan 226-7705.

rEAL ESTATE
PROPERTY FOR SALE by owner. 
.52 acre, fully serviced, top soil and 
equipment for construction available. 
Rosebery – property borders provincial 
park. Temporary living quarters in place. 
Asking $98,500. Call Ron 250-358-2389.
16 ACRES, SILVERTON – Private, 
forested acreage backing on Crown 
land. Hydro and telephone. On Red Mtn 
Rd. Water licence in place. This is your 
opportunity to build in a beautiful part of 
the Slocan Valley and enjoy the lifestyle 
it offers. Priced to sell at $135,000. Larry 
at Landquest Realty Corp. 250-513-2733.

SLOCAN VALLEy rECrEATION
Programs starting in the first two weeks 
of January
Call for info and to register 226-0008
BOOTCAMP - With De-Anne Wells 
Tuesdays/Thursdays 6:30-7:30 pm  at 
Brent Kennedy 
PILATES - With Hilary McQuin. 
Wednesdays 6:30-7:45 pm at Brent 
Kennedy 
BASKETBALL - Mondays at Mt. 
Sentinel, 7:30-9:30 pm
Wednesdays at Winlaw, 6:45-8:45 pm
GROOVEFIT - With Lisa Hanning, 
Thursdays starting January 12, 5-6:15 pm 
DANCE CONDITIONING - With Lisa 
Hanning, Thursdays starting January 12, 
6:30-7:30pm
QUILT A TABLE RUNNER - With 
Karen Markin, starting January 11th, 
1-3pm
FULL MOON SKI - Sunday, January 
8, Valley View Golf Course, 6:30-8 pm
WINTER WOMEN 55+ - With Helen 
Kissinger starting January 7, 10 am-12 
pm
YOUNG WOMEN & MENTORS 
SNOWSHOEING -  With Helen 
Kissinger starting January 7, 1-3 pm

226-0008
SErVICES

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL 
SEPTIC TANK CLEANING: “Serving 
the Valley” 7 days/wk, 24-hr. All-Around 
Septic Services, Don Brown (250) 354-
3644, emergency 352-5676.
ROGAN ELECTRIC Residential, 
commercial, industrial wiring. Local 

references available. All work guaranteed. 
“We get the job done.” 353-9638.
PETER’S WINDOWS & DOORS – Sales 
and installations. Energy-efficient vinyl and 
wood windows. Renovations/upgrades of 
wooden and metal windows and doors. 
Peter Demoskoff 250-399-0079.
GERRY CONWAY  – Journeyman 
carpenter/builder. 250-265-3163.

WANTED
CLOTHES DRYER WANTED – please 
call Jan and Dan at 250-358-7218 or 250-
358-7215.
SEWING MACHINE WANTED – please 
call Jan and Dan at 250-358-7218 or 250-
358-7215.

OBITUAry
KARL F. NEULS passed away in a car 
accident on August 26, 2011. He was 
79 years old, born April 23, 1932. He 
was a logger, cattle rancher, electrician, 
artist, and a lover of wildlife and nature. 
He was a friend to all and loved by his 
family: his wife Shirley; daughters Kim 
Frey of Spearfish, South Dakota, Kerri 
Neuls, Genesee, Idaho, Kay and husband, 
Ed Westbrook, of Genesee, Idaho. Four 
grandchildren – Levi LaSarte, Boise, Idaho, 
Micheal Niebuhr, Hood River, Oregon, 
Patrick Westbrook and wife Jessica; and 
two great-grandsons, Grayden and Gunner, 
and Cassandra Westbrook of Lewiston, 
Idaho.

A Celebration Of Life will be held for 
Karl, the last weekend of May, at the family 
home on Silverqueen Road, Burton, BC. 
Memorials can be sent to the Arrow Lakes 
Hospital, Nakusp, BC.

submitted
Selkirk Paving of Crescent Valley 

has won this year’s Deputy Minister’s 
Contractor of the Year Award for its 
paving work on the Fernie Ski Hill 
project.

The company was recognized for 
its work on the $5.5-million project to 
resurface Highway 3, from 12 kilometres 
east of Elko to Fernie Ski Hill Road, and 
for delivering a high-quality product 
under very tight timelines.

Selkirk Paving was recipient of 
the Ministry of Transportation Deputy 

Minister Award for quality in 2007 for 
the successful completion of the Toby 
Creek Road project.

The Deputy Minister’s Contractor 
of the Year Awards recognize 
construction and maintenance 
companies demonstrating excellence 
in the categories of grading, paving, 
bridges and structures, and highway 
maintenance work throughout the 
province. The ninth annual awards 
were hosted by the BC Road Builders 
& Heavy Construction Association on 
December 2 in Victoria.

Crescent Valley company one of BC’s best road builders

Selkirk Paving in Crescent Valley has received a government award. L to R: Chief Operating Officer 
Dave Byng, Tony Maida (Selkirk), Shawn Rokosh (Selkirk), Deputy Minister Grant Main.
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Santa Plow Special
Yamaha Grizzly 700
(This model has Power Steering and is Fuel Injected)
& 3000 lb Superwinch & Tric Plow

$10,788.00

(includes PDI & freight
  —limited quantities)

Season’s Greetings from Lex, Gail, 
       Chad & the staff.

Jones Boys Boats will be 
          closed from 
        Dec 23—Jan 3

jonesboysboats.com • 1-877-552-6287

COMMUNITY

Merry Christmas and all the best 
in the New Year!

From Pat & Peggy and the staff at Mountain Valley Station, Slocan
“Your little store with more for less!”

   We will be open
on Christmas Day &
   New Year’s Day 
            12 - 4

On Boxing Day, we will be hosting our 5th Annual “Family Fun 
Skate” at the outdoor rink in Slocan from 1 - 4. We supply the 
hotdogs and hot chocolate – You supply the FUN!!!!

by Jan McMurray
New Denver’s inaugural meeting 

on December 5 was attended by 
several family members of the new 
councillors, and by former mayor 
Gary Wright. After the mayor and 
councillors were sworn in, Wright 
commented, “Finally, the Village is 
in good hands!”

Appointments were made as 
follows:

Public Works and Water 
Standing Committee - Councillors 
Henning von Krogh and Nadine 
Raynolds and Mayor Ann Bunka; 
Genera l  Af fa i r s  S tand ing 
Committee - Councillors David 
Hodsall and Heather Fox and Mayor 

Bunka; Finance and Administration 
Standing Committee – Mayor 
Bunka, Councillor Fox; RDCK 
director - Mayor Bunka, Alternate 
- Councillor von Krogh; West 
Kootenay Boundary Regional 
Hospital District Board - Councillor 
von Krogh, Alternate - Mayor 
Bunka; Building Design Review 

Committee - Councillor von Krogh; 
Heritage Advisory Committee - 
Councillor Raynolds; Recreation 
Commission #6 - Councillor Hodsall, 
Alternate - Councillor Fox; Slocan 
District Chamber of Commerce 
- Councillor Raynolds, Alternate - 
Councillor Hodsall; Carbon Neutral 

Kootenays - Councillors Fox, 
Raynolds and Hodsall; Municipal 
Emergency Program - Mayor 
Bunka; Signing Authority - all 
members of council, administrator 
and deputy administrator; Banking 
Institution - KSCU; Auditor - Berg 
Naqvi Lehmann.

New Denver council inaugural meeting

New Denver council: Councillor Heather Fox, Councillor Henning von Krogh, Mayor Ann 
Bunka, Councillor David Hodsall, Councillor Nadine Raynolds.
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Cards, original artwork & maple syrup

Deck the Walls
11 am to 4 pm Tuesday to Saturday

Nov. 23 to Dec. 23
featuring the work of Sharon BAMBER, Jan BURKS, Linda DIXON, 

Kim IZAIROVICH, Susan JANZEN, Kathleen JONES, Barbara MAYE, 
Patrizia MENTON, Lee ORR, Kate TUPPER & Jennifer CHOCOLATES

Joyeux Noël
203 - 5th Avenue Nakusp • 250-265-8888

Hola!

Come and enjoy our festive 
atmosphere, exquisite desserts 

and unique Mexican cuisine 
made with our own exclusive 

recipes since 1981.

Two seatings: 5-5:30 and 7-7:30
Saturday, December 17
 Musical guest: Folk Sensation Dominique Fraissard

Saturday, December 24
 Evening of lights, champagne and strawberry delights

For our specialty menu each week, call us or check our 
Facebook page

Reservations Recommended: 250-358-7744

OPEN SATURDAY 
EVENINGS TILL 
CHRISTMAS for 

GOURMET MEXICAN 
DINNERS $35/person or 
TAPAS ONLY $20/person

Certified Electrical 
Contractor
Fully Licenced & 
Insured

office 
(250) 358-2479
mobile
(250) 551-6182 (TIME)

jacob@onetimeelectrical.com
www.onetimeelectrical.com

Personal Classifieds 
start at $8.00

Call 250-358-7218 for details

Slocan Village Council: Mayor Madeleine Perriere, Councillor Hillary Elliott, Councillor Jessica 
Lunn, Councillor Patricia McGreal, Councillor Jean Patterson.

Slocan Council hears proposals for Provincial Recreation Grant
by Dan Nicholson

The Village of Slocan showed its 
typical can-do spirit at the inaugural 
meeting of the village council, December 
5. Word of the Community Recreation 
Program grant has been circulating in 

the community, and has attracted the 
attention of two groups with proposals 
to spend the money.

Jamie Ingram attended on behalf 
of the Slocan Curling Club to pitch 
upgrades and improvements to the 

Slocan Curling Rink. According to 
Ingram, the building needs renovations. 
He cited problems with the insulation 
and the front of the structure. “The rink 
is not in very good shape.” He noted 
that the building was over 50 years old 
and that very little maintenance had 
been performed on the building during 
that time.

Rory Lindsay had a proposal for 
a waterfront promenade. It involved a 
paved path along the lakefront and river, 
and interpretive signage.

The Community Recreation 
Program provides grants of up to 
$500,000 over five years for community 
recreation facilities. Costs are split, with 
the province paying up to 80% of the cost 
and the municipality picking up the other 
20%. The deadline is fast approaching.

CAO Jack Richardson advocated 
caution. “There will be other grant 
opportunities. We should take some 
time, do a proper evaluation. This isn’t 
free money, the village has to come up 
with its share. If we choose a $500,000 
project, then we have to come up with 
$100,00. That’s a challenge with our 

limited tax base.”
Both Lindsay and Ingram agreed 

that their projects could be done in 
stages. Lindsay pointed out that, since 
the grants were to run for five years, the 
village would likely be able to make 
payments over time.

Council agreed that both proposals 
had merit, and agreed to meet again 
before the deadline to consider which 
project to endorse.
Committee Appointments:

Waterfront Committee: Hillary 
Elliot, Jean Patterson Library 
Committee: Patricia McGreal, Jean 
Patterson Seniors Housing Committee: 
Hillary Elliot, Jean Patterson. Jessica 
Lunn will chair a new Tourism 
Committee.

Jean Patterson was re-appointed  
to the Slocan Valley Recreation 
Commission. Acting Mayor in the 
absence of Perriere will be rotated for 
three months at a time between the four 
councillors, starting with Hillary Elliot 
in January, followed by Jessica Lunn in 
April, then Patricia McGreal in July and 
finally Jean Patterson in October.
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submitted
The Kootenay forestry community 

gathered on Thursday, December 1 at 
Selkirk College Castlegar campus to 
discuss how the forest industry and 
communities can work together more 
effectively, as part of the province-wide 
Healthy Forests – Healthy Communities 
initiative. 

About 60 people attended the 
dialogue, which was hosted by Selkirk 
College’s School of Environment and 
Geomatics, including students, forest 
industry professionals and members of 
the general public. 

The event started out with a talk on 
the importance of communities in forest 
management by semi-retired registered 
professional forester (RPF) and Mayor 
of Kaslo, Greg Lay, and then moved on 
to a panel discussion by three people 

Forestry community gathers at Selkirk to discuss community involvement in forest management 
with plenty of on-the-ground experience 
in the industry: Brent Petrick, an RPF 
for 10 years and small woodlot owner; 
Stan Hadikin, woodlands manager at 
Kalesnikoff Lumber and Jesper Neilsen, 
manager of the Nakusp Community 
Forest. 

The panelists discussed big 
questions around the forest industry’s 
relationship to communities, such 
as: Why should the community be 
interested in forest management 
practices? Are communities currently 
involved in forest management? And, 
if not, what tools exist to facilitate 
community involvement in forest 
management? 

While each panelist offered 
up his own perspectives on how to 
get communities involved in forest 
management, they generally agreed 

that residents of communities in the 
Kootenays have to be involved in 
their forests because forests play such 
significant roles in communities – both 
from an economic perspective and in 
terms of recreation and safety. 

Sugges t ions  for  engaging 
communities in forest practices included 
more education, recognition of changing 
societal values, and panels of community 
members who oversee forest practices, 
much as school board trustees oversee 
management of schools in the region. 

It was also noted that the public 
needs to know when they give input on 
forest management practices, it will be 
taken into account and acted upon. 

When it was all said and done, chair 
of the Selkirk College Environment and 
Geomatics School, Derek Marcoux, said 
he was quite pleased with how the event 

turned out. 
“It was really positive. There was a 

lot of constructive dialogue about how 
to shape the future of forest management 
and how communities can be involved,” 
Marcoux said. “People are leaving with 
a lot of energy and momentum they 
can take forward. Communities want 
to be involved and we need to create a 
mechanism so they can have a voice; so 

people have someone to turn to so they 
can say what their needs are.” 

The results of the forum will be 
added to those of similar discussions 
being held around the province and 
compiled into a report that will be 
handed to the provincial government. 

To learn more, visit http://
bcforestconversation.com or e-mail 
info@bcforestconversation.com.

Local photographer Deb Booth has joined the artists showing at the Studio Connexion Gallery 
for the ‘Deck the Walls’ show, which is running through December 23.

Silverton Community Club donates $600 to the Slocan Community Health Centre Auxiliary’s Light Up 
campaign to purchase an entertainment system for the Pavilion residents. L to R: Silverton Community 
Club members Bobbie Everett, Vern Hartman, Dick Hambly, Gary Willman, Cheryl Butchart, and Linda 
Laktin, and Auxiliary members Barb Lonner, Peggy Magnusson, Chris Hildebrand and Diane Andrews.

The Valley Voice is taking a 
little break over Christmas

Re-opening January 4
First 2012 Issue –

January 11
Deadline January 6


