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by Jan McMurray
Sandon has been a hotspot for 

washouts lately.
Last Sunday morning (July 10), the 

road washed out just three kilometres 
up from the highway. The road was 
closed until 2 pm, and then opened to 
single lane traffic only. Bruce Lintott 
of the Ministry of Transportation said 
he expects the road to open to two-lane 
traffic by Thursday, July 14.

Lintott says debris in Carpenter 
Creek plugged a culvert, causing the 
creek to fill up and run across the road. 
“We put in a temporary culvert to get 
the water going back into the creek. It 
will take two days to clean the debris 
out of the creek, clear the existing 
culvert and reconstruct part of the road. 
About 2,000-3,000 metres of debris 
filled that channel,” he said.

A week and a half earlier, on the 
morning of June 30, employees of 
Klondike Silver in Sandon arrived 
at work to be faced with a raging 
Carpenter Creek washing out their 
parking lot.

The land was fast eroding around 
two live power poles in the parking 
lot, and the bank on the Sandon Road 
side of the creek was washing away, 

Carpenter Creek causes washouts in and around Sandon
jeopardizing the road.

“We went into emergency mode 
immediately,” said Jody Cliff of 
Klondike Silver. He called BC Hydro 
and YRB, the highways maintenance 
contractor, right away. BC Hydro 
arrived and removed the two power 
poles, and YRB and Ministry of 
Transportation representative Bruce 
Lintott arrived to assess the road 
situation.

Cliff said that most likely, debris 
from an earlier slide or avalanche 
further upstream became loose with 
the melting snow and slid into the 
creek. The creek channel was then 
compromised by that debris, redirecting 
the water and causing it to wash out 
the bank below the road. When the 
bank on the road side slid in, the water 
was directed toward the Klondike 
Silver property on the other side of the 
creek, gouging out a huge piece of the 
parking lot.

Cliff stressed that the tailings ponds 
were not affected. “The damage was 
restricted to the parking lot,” he said. 
“The tailings ponds are all intact and 
were never threatened.”

He explained that the mine’s three 
tailings ponds are located downstream 

from the affected area and are very well 
protected by riprap and rock. “It was not 
tailings that got washed into the creek, 
just fill from the parking lot – just sand 
and fill,” he said.

Cliff reported that YRB brought in 

equipment and cleaned the debris out of 
the creek in efforts to direct the water 
back to its regular course. By Friday, 
July 8, the bank on the road side had 
been armoured with rocks, the bank on 
the Klondike side had been re-graded so 

it slopes more gently to the creek, and 
the power poles had been re-installed.

“We need to get some big, angular 
rock to riprap the stream. There was 
round rock in there, but that washed 
away,” said Cliff.

Carpenter Creek has washed out part of a parking lot and dislodged two power poles in Sandon.

Nakusp Musicfest opens on Friday

The 8th annual Nakusp Musicfest opens on Friday, July 15. With headliners like the Doobie Brothers (above), Kevin Costner & Modern West 
and Honeymoon Suite, the festival promises the best music of the past and the rising stars of the future. Those of you that have been putting 

off buying your tickets will be happy to know that there will be ticket sales at the gate again this year.

submitted
How clean is Slocan Lake? Looking 

at the clear water as we swim, fish, boat, 
or stroll along the shores of Slocan Lake 
we all assume that the water quality 
in our lake is excellent. Can looks be 
deceiving?

The Slocan Lake Stewardship 
Society (SLSS) commissioned a 
scientific study to determine the quality of 
Slocan Lake’s waters. This scientific data 
provides direction for the community to 
look after the lake (stewardship) and to 
assist the community in developing a 
plan to manage Slocan Lake.

Slocan Lake is a unique, oligotrophic 
lake. This means it is a relatively nutrient-
poor lake, clear and deep with bottom 
waters high in dissolved oxygen. Slocan 

SLSS releases results of Slocan Lake water study
Lake is a warm monomictic lake in that 
the water turns over only once a year.

Slocan Lake area residents will be 
pleased to know that our perceptions 
as we look into the cool clear waters 
of Slocan Lake are correct. A summary 
statement reads: “All parameters tested 
proved well within the Provincial 
water guidelines, indicating that this 
oligotrophic lake had maintained its 
pristine condition.”

This 2008 scientific study consisted 
of two components: offshore and  near-
shore studies. The offshore study 
analyzed water samples for temperature, 
dissolved oxygen, conductivity, pH, 
and total dissolved solids (metals). 
In addition, five nutrients were also 
analyzed. The near-shore component 

sampled seven populated sites for 
coliform.

The results of these scientific 
samplings and analyses have been 
compared, where possible, to studies 
conducted in 2000-2001 by UBC and 
the Ministry of Environment. The 2008 
study, along with SLSS’s current phase 
two water study, will serve to assess 
any long-term changes in water quality 
and will provide a scientific baseline of 
information. 

This baseline will be used to assist 
the community in developing a plan 
for our special lake. Findings from 
these studies are important tools for 
land planners and use in determining 
future development possibilities within 
the area.
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NOW OPEN 
5 NIGHTS A 

WEEK
SUMMER HOURS:

WED, THURS, FRI, SAT, SUN 
5-9 pm

FOR RESERVATIONS
PLEASE CALL:

358-7744

Hola!

Located in Rosebery, BC

Come and enjoy our festive 
atmosphere, exquisite desserts 

and unique Mexican cuisine 
made with our own exclusive 

recipes since 1981.

July 6 - 31: Katja Oljuscha Grunther
August 3 - 28: Ed Kemp

September 1 - 24: Barbara Maye
September 30 - October 15: David Langevin

submitted
Due to this year’s very late spring 

and exceptionally high snowpack in 
the high country, more grizzly bears are 
foraging for longer than usual periods 
in many of our low- to mid-elevation 
recreation and hiking areas. Valhalla 
Society Bear Smart coordinators Daniel 
Sherrod and Evelyn Kirkaldy have had 
more reports of grizzly sightings in lower 
areas this year than usual. Grizzlies have 
been seen along Rails to Trails routes in 
Hills, Bonanza Marsh, Enterprise Creek, 
Retallack, Bonnington and elsewhere. 

Valhalla Society bear biologist 
Wayne McCrory advises having at least 
one or two members of your hiking 
group carry bear spray. Two recent 
studies involving noted bear biologist 
and author of the book Bear Attacks, Dr. 
Stephen Herrero (who wrote part of his 
book in Hills, BC) show capsicum-based 
spray to be effective in repelling the 
majority of close encounters with bears. 
In the most recent study of 72 incidents 
in Alaska, where people used spray to 
defend themselves in close encounters 
with grizzlies, black bears and polar 
bears, the bears’ undesirable behaviour 
was stopped over 90 percent of the time. 

Caution urged when encountering grizzlies in backcountry
Remember that if the wind is 

blowing strongly from the bear to 
you, it may not work effectively and 
you may have to move around to get a 
better hit with the spray. The authors of 
the Alaskan study also concluded that 
bear spray is an effective alternative to 
firearms. However, people are advised 
not to spray around their tents or other 
sites to try to repel bears. Once the spray 
is on the ground the bears love it and will 
even roll in it. A new bear spray sold at 
Canadian Tire is considered to have a 
superior range.

This year low-elevation berries, 
huckleberry/blueberry and buffalo berry 
(soopolallie) are expected to produce low 
to moderate but patchy crops. Along with 
increased bear-proofing this should result 
in fewer complaints and bear issues in the 
local villages. There are still concerns 
with people leaving their garbage out the 
night before pick-up day. We are asking 
the public to use bear-resistant bins and/
or to keep trash in a secure place and 
place it on the curb no more than one 
hour before pick-up. 

Next to failing to secure garbage, 
unmanaged fruit trees are the second 
biggest problem in the Kootenays. Each 

time a Conservation Officer responds 
to a complaint, it costs you the taxpayer 
$400 to deal with a problem that can 
be avoided with proper measures – and 
another bear is killed and taken to the 
landfill.  This is a good time to bear-proof 
your livestock areas. Protect chickens 
and goats with proper electric fence 
enclosures now rather than wait until it 
is too late. Your animals will suffer and a 

bear will be shot. Don’t assume it won’t 
happen to you – black bears in the Slocan 
Valley appear to have a strong taste for 
chickens. We have a brochure on setting 
up electric fences and can supply electric 
fence materials at near wholesale cost. 
Sherrod is available to help you set up 
a proper system. We also have a supply 
of bear-resistant household garbage 
containers, available at near cost. 

Have a great summer and travel 
safely in our wonderful mountains and 
on our world class hiking and biking 
trails. And please help us reduce the 
number of black bears killed annually 
by controlling your attractants. 

For more information contact Slocan 
Valley Bear Smart Coordinators Daniel 
Sherrod at 250-358-7264 or Evelyn 
Kirkaldy at 250-359-6611.

by Jan McMurray
Another round of provincial funding 

has been announced for community 
groups providing high-speed internet 
in rural areas, including four of our 
local groups: Red Mountain Internet 
Society, Bayview Residents Association, 
Edgewood Community Internet Society 
and Trout Lake Community Club.

The Red Mountain Internet Society 
(RMIS) has received $50,000 to expand 
to Hills. RMIS currently serves Red 
Mountain Road, Silverton and Rosebery. 

Larry Lavan of the society says they 
will be able to supply wireless high-
speed internet to two-thirds of Hills, and 
intend to connect 20 homes this year. 

He also reported that the Province 
has been working with Telus to supply 
small providers like RMIS with more 
bandwidth. “We expect that to happen 
before the end of the year, so that 
even with the added clients in Hills, 
the service will continue to be the 
fastest wireless broadband in the Slocan 

Grants given out to local community internet groups
Valley,” he said.

RMIS has received three grants 
from the provincial Network BC 
program since it started in 2008. Start-
up funding came from the Columbia 
Basin Trust, the Regional District of 
Central Kootenay and the Slocan Valley 
Economic Development Commission.

The Bayview Residents’ Association 
received $35,000 to expand coverage 
and improve their wireless service in 
the Bayview subdivision just outside 
Nakusp. However, since receiving the 
provincial grant for the upgrades this 
year, Columbia Cable out of Nakusp (a 
subsidiary of YourLink) has expressed 
interest in expanding their cable internet 
service out to Bayview. 

Bob Toews, president of the 
Bayview Residents’ Association, reports 
that the community decided to ask 
the Province if the grant could be 
used towards Columbia Cable’s build 
costs instead. “Everyone has agreed 
in principle,” he says, “and now we’re 

waiting for the company to cost it out so 
we can negotiate a subsidy and a contract 
with them.”

Toews explained that the association 
brought a wireless system to the 
community in 2007 with funds from 
residents, CBT and RDCK. The system 
serves 22 households. “If this works, 
everyone will switch to cable. If it 
fails, then we’re back to upgrading the 
wireless system,” he said. 

It has not yet been determined what 
will happen with the existing Bayview 
equipment if the deal is sealed with 
Columbia Cable. Toews said it may be 
sold or “it may be an opportunity to use 
some of the radios to provide additional 
service down the lake, as long as the 
cable system can provide wireless links.”

Representatives from the Edgewood 
Community Internet Society and the 
Trout Lake District Community Club, 
which each received $50,000, were not 
available to provide details about their 
projects by press time.

by Jan McMurray
The chair of the board of education 

at School District #8, Mel Joy, reports 
that the board will be looking at the 
French programs throughout the district 
to see if there are needs they should be 
addressing, such as an expansion of 
French Immersion to other areas of the 
district.

Currently, the school district offers 
French Immersion at Trafalgar School in 
Nelson starting in grade 6. Registration 
for this coming year resulted in 60 
students being accepted into the program 
in grade 6, and 34 students being put on 
a waiting list. The registration process 
itself was seen as unfair by many parents, 
prompting the Trafalgar PAC to ask the 

School District 8 to look at French programs
board to undergo an independent review. 

“Our staff will be looking at the 
French Immersion registration process 
to ensure we have a more positive 
response in the future. We will also be 
looking at a process that involves grade 
7 registrations for next year for those 
wanting to come into the program at that 
time,” said Joy.

Although the board decided against 
the review requested by Trafalgar PAC, 
Joy says the board appreciated their 
letters. She said there was concern 
at the board table about the cost of a 
review. Also, the board feels that the new 
Commmunity Engagement Committees 
that will be set up for each of the ‘families 
of schools’ in the district will be able to 

address some of the PAC’s concerns.
At the final board meeting of the 

school year, held June 21, a parent began 
to speak about the French Immersion 
issue during the public comment period. 
She was interrupted by Chair Joy and 
another trustee and could not finish. “It 
was very unfortunate that the parent was 
asked to stop speaking at the meeting 
as she was giving a very positive report 
but she began to make some negative 
comments of our staff at which time I 
asked her to stop,” said Joy. “During 
our board meetings, as chair, it is my 
duty to protect the integrity of our staff 
and board. Our board truly respects 
and encourages the public to attend our 
meetings.”

by Jan McMurray
BC Ambulance Service (BCAS) 

is stepping up recruitment efforts in 
the Kootenays, and plans to offer an 
Emergency Medical Responder course in 
September at no charge for new recruits.

“We’re trying to identify how many 
people we might be able to recruit – how 
many people would need to be trained,” 
said Chris Mason of BCAS. He indicated 
that the location of the course will depend 
on where most of the new recruits are 
from.

“New Denver and the Arrow Lakes 
are the most challenged at the moment, 
so we had an open house in New Denver 
and the unit chief is trying to identify 
individuals in the community who might 
be interested in working part-time for the 
ambulance service,” he said.

New Denver was without any 
ambulance service for March, April 
and May. Sara Rainford, unit chief, is 
now back on, but is the only attendant 
currently available. She is providing 

Ambulance service offers training to new recruits
service as a first responder, with a fire 
department member as driver. “I’m 
giving the best coverage I can under the 
circumstances,” she said.

Mason reported that seven 
candidates were being interviewed on 
July 8, and at least two of them were 
from New Denver.

“Trying to maintain staffing levels 
in rural BC is an ongoing challenge,” 

said Mason. “We are always looking 
for people who want to help in their 
community and also for those who are 
looking at this as a career path.”

To apply or for more information, 
call your local ambulance station and 
leave a message for the unit chief: New 
Denver (358-7777); Kaslo (353-7373); 
Winlaw (226-7557); Nakusp (265-
3721); Edgewood (269-7323).

by Jan McMurray
The Chief Administrative Officer 

of the RDCK, Jim Gustafson, was 
presented with the President’s Award 
at the recent Local Government 
Management Association AGM by 
outgoing president, John MacLean. This 
award is presented at the discretion of 
the president to someone they believe 
has contributed to the betterment of the 
profession. “Jim has had a long career 
committed to public service throughout 
the province of BC,” said MacLean in a 

RDCK CAO receives award
telephone interview. “He has approached 
each day with integrity and a good 
attitude, and has always been willing to 
share and let others learn the lessons that 
he has learned over the years. He doesn’t 
think in silos – he thinks of what is best to 
get the particular job done. Jim has been 
thinking outside the box and has led us 
into partnerships between the Regional 
Districts of Central Kootenay, Kootenay 
Boundary and the East Kootenay, and 
this has been very positive for all our 
communities.”



July 13, 2011   The Valley Voice  3NEWS

ULRIKE ZOBEL, LAWYER
PRACTISE RESTRICTED TO: 

CRIMINAL & FAMILY LAW
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
208 Broadway St., Nakusp, BC

 250-265-4372 • 1-877-265-4372
www.ulrikezobel.com

Serving the Arrow and Slocan Lakes

by Jan McMurray
FortisBC has just completed a 

round of open houses on the proposed 
smart metering program in Kelowna, 
Osoyoos, Princeton, Creston and 
Trail.

Neal Pobran of FortisBC reported 
that about 20 people attended the 
Trail meeting on June 24, where there 
was a presentation (available on the 
FortisBC website www.fortisbc.com/
ami) and a good discussion.

Smart meters, also known as 
advanced meters, would replace the 
electromechanical meters currently 
on all homes. Like the existing meters, 
they track electricity consumption 
for billing purposes, but they also 
capture power outage and voltage 
information, and can detect when 
electricity theft is taking place.

Some of the benefits of the smart 
meters include an opportunity for 
customers to monitor their electricity 
use and tailor their consumption 
to conserve more energy, and the 
ability of FortisBC to respond more 
effectively to power outages. Theft 
detection will save FortisBC money, 
which the company claims will in 
turn have a positive impact on rates. 
Also, smart meters provide better 
opportunities to incorporate electric 
cars or renewable generation like 
wind and solar into the electricity 
system.

Smart meters eliminate the need 
for human meter readers, as they 
contain wireless transmitters that 
would send the data to the utility. 

The meters store hourly electricity 
consumption readings and other data, 
and would relay this data four to six 
times per day over a network to a 
‘collector.’ The collector would be 
located in a neighbourhood, and would 
collect the data from all the meters 
in that neighbourhood. The collector 
would then send the data to FortisBC.

Pobran said there were health 
concerns expressed at the open 
houses about the radiofrequency 
emissions of the wireless smart 
meters. The presentation shown at 
the meetings includes a comparison 
of the emissions of many wireless 
devices, and shows smart meters with 
the lowest emissions, followed by 
microwave ovens, then Wi-Fi routers 
and laptop computers, then cell phones 
and finally walkie talkies with the 
highest emissions. 

Pobran did not know what the 
emissions would be from smart meters 
when they are ‘spiking’ (sending data 
to the collector). Also, the collectors 
are absent from the list of devices 
compared in the presentation, but 
Pobran said the collectors operate on 
a cell phone signal.

The health concerns associated 
with radiofrequency radiation have 
recently been validated with the 
classification of radiofrequency 
electromagnetic fields as ‘possibly 
carcinogenic to humans’ by the World 
Health Organization’s International 
Agency for Research on Cancer 
(IARC). Other substances with this 
same classification are DDT, car 

exhaust, chloroform, dry cleaning 
chemicals, welding fumes, and lead.

Pobran said there was discussion 
at the Trail open house about an 
alternative, non-wireless way to 
transmit the data called PLC (Power 
Line Carrier). With PLC, data would 
be transmitted through the existing 
power lines. “Our technical project 
team is looking at PLC as an option. 
There are lots of limitations to it – it’s 
not as good as Advanced Metering 
Infrastructure, so that’s why we’re 
studying it right now.” 

Although transmitt ing the 
information through a wired internet 
connection is also technically possible, 
Pobran said FortisBC was looking only 
at PLC as an alternative. “We’re still 
proceeding with the [wireless] plans 
we presented at the open houses,” 
he added.

Concerns about smart meters 
do not stop at the health issue. In 
some jurisdictions where smart 
meter programs have already been 
introduced, mostly in the US, there 
have been several issues, including 
higher utility bills and privacy and 
security concerns. A document 
prepared by the EMR Health Alliance 
(www.emrabc.ca) states: “At least 
18 cities and three counties have 
demanded a halt to the smart meter 
program, following a groundswell 
of protest over privacy and health 
concerns.” Four municipalities in 
BC have asked for a moratorium on 
wireless smart meters, including New 
Denver, Lake Cowichan, Gulf Island 

Trust, and Colwood.
Until July 15, FortisBC is accepting 

comments from the public, which will 
be included in its application to the BC 
Utilities Commission (BCUC). The 
application is expected to be submitted 
in September. The BCUC will then 

FortisBC prepares to launch smart metering program in 2014
review FortisBC’s application and 
proceed to a regulatory process, 
where the public and intervenors 
can participate. If FortisBC receives 
approval from the BCUC, FortisBC 
will begin installing smart meters by 
the end of 2014. 

BC Hydro  has  s e l ec t ed 
Vancouver-based Bit Stew Systems 
Inc. and Clevest Solutions Inc. 
of Richmond to assist with the 
deployment of smart meters to 
1.8 million customers throughout 
British Columbia. Both companies 
will provide software solutions and 
communications infrastructure to 
enable smart meter installation.

Star t ing th is  month,  BC 
Hydro is beginning to upgrade old 
electromechanical meters with the 
new digital smart meters. Installation 
in the West Kootenays is scheduled 
for summer 2012.

All customers will receive 
advance notice that smart meters 
are coming to their community, 
including a letter from BC Hydro a 
few weeks prior to their installation 
date. Installation will be simple and 
will only take a matter of minutes, 
and in most cases customers will not 
need to be home.

Bit Stew will help to make this 
deployment easier and give BC 
Hydro the tools to manage and track 
the electricity grid upgrade using 

BC Hydro chooses companies to 
help with smart meter deployment

a real-time interactive map. The 
map shows open, active and closed 
smart meter work orders as meters 
are installed across the province. 
The software also flags outages and 
meters that have been tampered with.

C leves t ’s  so f twa re  w i l l 
increase the productivity of smart 
meter installers through efficient 
scheduling and dispatching of 
workers. The system also tracks the 
meter inventory through barcode 
scanning, photos and GPS mapping.

BC Hydro customers with 
concerns about smart meters may 
want to register their wishes to ‘delay 
install’ of the meters on their homes. 
To do this, call 1-800-224-9376 and 
be prepared to provide your account 
number and your concerns.
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Procedural 
irregularities at 
KDCFS meetings

Animal Farm is a book we read 
in school by George Orwell. It is 
a satire on how the animals took 
over the farm, and I have noticed 
similarities in the way the board of 
directors handled the last two AGMs 
and one extraordinary meeting of 
the Kaslo and District Community 
Forest Society.

During those meetings I watched 
as the members sat there nodding 
their heads in agreement to Directors 
Rob Mitchell and Bruce Freeman’s 
mumbo jumbo on how to control 
the grant money, while voting 
and procedural irregularities went 
unnoticed.

What troubles me though is that 
two elected officials, Mayor Greg 
Lay of Kaslo and Director Andy 
Shadrack of the Regional District of 
Central Kootenay, were also there 
and they sat through those meetings 
without saying anything.

That is until the last meeting, 
where Shadrack finally spoke up. 
He stated he had consulted with 
some wise men and thinks that the 
proceedings of the meeting were out 
of order.

Funny he didn’t say anything 
at the other two meetings when the 
results suited his needs.

The book Animal Farm is worth 
reading, but you can also attend the 
public meetings of the KDCFS and 
see it in real life.

Patrick Mackle
Kaslo

No choice about 
wireless

Like secondhand smoke, 
there’s no choice about getting 
polluted by electrosmog if you’re 
in the immediate area. But, unlike 
secondhand smoke, with wireless 
all around, in, and through you (as it 

would be if a smart meter was fixed 
to your house) you can’t just move 
your chair over, or leave the scene. 

Do you know about the beautiful 
orange hawkweed that’s out now? 
As I found out just the other day, it’s 
actually an invasive, toxic thing that 
poisons the other plants! Wireless 
gadgets for sure have a beauty 
too – too bad ‘all that glitters is not 
gold,’ eh? 

We need to be aware of poisons 
in our midst, get rid of the hawkweed 
slowly but surely, and wire back in 
our wireless gadgets, even if it’s not 
the ‘in’ thing to do, or it costs a bit 
more. Our mental space will breathe 
easier. 

If you want to make a comment 
to FortisBC about the smart meters, 
you can write to: Attn. AMI Project 
Team, Suite 100-1975 Springfield 
Road, Kelowna, BC V1Y 7V7, or 
email FBCami@fortisbc.com.

They wanted our input by July 
15, so make sure you also save a 
copy to forward to the BC Utilities 
Commission when the time comes, 
which will likely be early September.

Daphne Fields
Slocan 

A Green 
perspective on HST

The Liberals have made the 
HST an interesting topic of study for 
political scientists around the world 
– not in a positive way mind you, 
but as a fine example of how NOT 
to implement a tax shift.

What started as a lie in an election 
has now evolved into Christy Clark’s 
attempt to buy your vote by reducing 
the HST rate by 2 percent and 
haphazardly tossing in one-time 
payments, much of it to recipients 
who don’t need it. The revenue 
shortfall this creates will either lead 
to new taxes, cuts to public services 
and/or more government debt.

The NDP is also an interesting 
topic for study. It started when 

the socialist party ran their anti-
environmental ‘axe the tax’ election 
campaign opposing the carbon 
tax, and now they continue the 
theme in their anti-HST campaign. 
We need it all, says the NDP, the 
world’s best medical care, social 
safety net and pensions, the best 
paid unionized workforce and the 
smallest classrooms, but apparently, 
we shouldn’t have to pay taxes for it. 
Sounds great, but if you look closely 
enough, you can see some NDP 
noses grow longer.

Beyond the hot air of party 
rhetoric, the HST has its good and 
bad sides. On the positive side, 
it simplifies our taxes, and the 
independent panel predicted that it 
will create almost 25,000 BC jobs 
by shifting taxation from production 
to consumption. Instead of taking the 
Liberals’ indiscriminate approach, 
Greens would have targeted waste, 
pollution, junk food and carbon 
emissions with higher taxes and 
then have used that revenue to create 
green jobs in alternative energy 
production, wellness initiatives 
and energy savings. What a lost 
opportunity.

Most of us, including NDP MLA 
Michelle Mungall, who makes over 
$100,000 per year, will pay more 
tax under the HST, but the lowest 
income earners, thanks to generous 
tax rebates, will actually be better 
off. Mungall still claims that the HST 
isn’t ‘fair,’ which reminds me of my 
friend Pete who used to tell his kids 
that ‘fair is where pigs get ribbons.’

The Green Party sees no ‘right’ 
option in the HST referendum, but 
like Green leader Jane Sterk, I voted 
to keep the HST. On balance that 
choice seems better than a return to 
the bad old PST and GST.

Sjeng Derkx
Nelson-Creston Greens

BC Hydro 
responds to 
New Denver 
council report

I would like to address the 
comments reportedly made at 
the New Denver council meeting 
regarding BC Hydro’s Smart 
Metering Program, which appeared 
in the June 29 edition of the Valley 
Voice.

For some time now, BC Hydro 
has been speaking directly with 
local governments, first responders, 

community organizations and 
individual  customers across 
the  province  regard ing  the 
Smart Metering Program. Our 
representatives offered to provide 
New Denver council  with a 
presentation on the Smart Metering 
Program via conference call, to 
answer any questions regarding 
smart metering. New Denver council 
declined that offer from BC Hydro.

B C  H y d r o  w e l c o m e s 
opportunities to engage with the 
public regarding the Smart Metering 
Program. Anyone who would like 
to speak with a member of our 
Smart Metering Program team 
can do so directly by emailing 
SmartMeters@bchydro.com, or 
calling 1-800-BCHYDRO. To date, 
our representatives have replied to 
every email enquiry and spoken 
with hundreds of customers across 
the province. Current program 
information is also available on our 
website (bchydro.com/smartmeters), 
and through regular email updates, 
which are sent upon request. 

Public information sessions 
about smart meters will be scheduled 
in advance of installations in each 
community. The public information 
session for New Denver will be held 
mid-next year as installation is not 
scheduled until summer of 2012. 
Customers will also be notified of 
smart meter installation in their area 
through bill inserts, advertisements 
in community newspapers, and 
letters that will be sent to their 
home or business. The call centre 
and website will remain ongoing 
resources throughout this process.

I would also like to clarify that, 
contrary to a statement made in the 
Valley Voice, there is no statute of 
limitations on damage claims from 
the January 7 power surge event. 
BC Hydro does not enforce time 
limits with respect to claims. We do 
encourage our customers to indicate 
an intention to file a complaint as 
soon as possible by calling 1-800-
BC HYDRO. This way, we can 
ensure to include them in any related 
correspondence. We also encourage 
our customers to file claims in a 
timely manner as claims become 
harder to assess as time does by. But 
there is no time limit on submitting 
claims.

As the BC Hydro Community 
Relations representative for the 
Lower Columbia, I am always happy 
to hear from our customers. I can be 

reached directly at 250-365-4565 
or by email at maryanne.coules@
bchydro.com.

Mary Anne Coules
BC Hydro

Support the 
troops, but 
not the war in 
Afghanistan

I refer to Patricia Varga’s letter, 
‘Thanks to the troops,’ in the June 29 
Valley Voice. Our troops who served 
in Afghanistan are young people who 
showed much bravery by putting 
themselves knowingly in harm’s 
way, and I think they thoroughly 
deserve our respect and admiration. 

That bit of this letter was easy 
to write; the rest isn’t. I feel the 
deep unease of cognitive dissonance 
which we all feel when we support 
one thing but thoroughly dislike 
something it is related to. I fully 
agree with Canadians supporting 
our troops, but I thoroughly disagree 
with the war in Afghanistan. 

I  do not  think Canada’s 
military presence in Afghanistan 
was motivated by the Canadian 
government wanting to “maintain 
global peace,” as Patricia Varga 
states as a fact. I believe the ten-year 
occupation has everything to do with 
supporting the US in whatever it 
does, in trying to establish a client 
state in a region vital for access of oil 
reserves near the Caspian Sea, and in 
pacifying the area so an oil pipeline 
can be constructed. A thoroughly 
corrupt Afghan government of 
misogynist warlords is being 
supported by us against another set 
of misogynist warlords.

There is usually a huge chasm 
between the reasons any government 
gives for its actions, and its true 
motivation. The false reasons 
are always couched in glowing 
terms of altruism, morality and 
righteousness. The true reasons, as 
have also become blatantly obvious 
in Iraq and are quickly unfolding in 
Libya, concern control of oil and 
other resources for exploitation by 
transnational corporations. There 
is also a continuous need to use 
up all the bombs and bullets made 
so more can be manufactured and 
sold to keep the military-industrial 
complex a healthy industry. The US 
has a war-based economy, and our 
Conservatives want Canada to be 
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continued from page 4
the same.

A war driven by cold geo-
political strategy must not be 
cloaked in our warm feelings for 
our fighting women and men. The 
soldiers may have done a good job 
but the politicians didn’t, so please 
let us keep them separate in our 
minds. I’m sure many of our soldiers 
have their own doubts about the true 
purpose of the US-led occupation in 
Afghanistan, but while still in service 
they aren’t in a position to speak up 
about it.

My very best wishes to Patricia 
Varga and her colleagues for their 
work. I would greatly appreciate it if 
they would more deeply investigate 
the true reasons that determine why 
countries go to war.

Keith Newberry
Slocan 

Highest 
education 
funding ever? 
You be the 
judge

How would you feel if someone 
took $1,000 out of your purse or 
wallet? How about $275 million a 
year for 10 years out of your children’s 
education?

Highest education funding ever?
We don’t believe it and you don’t 

have to take our word. Check out what 
the BC Supreme Court found in its 
decision on April 13, 2011. Internal 
government documents exposed an 
illegal, covert plan to cut $275 million 
dollars per year from the K-12 public 
education budget. A November 22, 
2001 email from a government official 
to then Minister of Education, Christy 
Clark, advised: “Parents are apt to 
notice significant reductions in service 
levels.”

Minister Clark proudly led 
legislation based on information the 
court found was “not accurate” and 
“so vague and unsubstantiated that 
is was impossible to challenge it 
meaningfully,” and that, “It would 
be unfair to give it any weight for the 
truth of its contents.” What has been 
the effect on public education in BC?

Since 2001, there has been a 22 
percent reduction in K-12 funding. 
Boards are scrambling to pay for 
government-downloaded costs, such 
as new curriculum and initiatives, 
carbon offset taxes and collective 
agreements, without adequate funding. 
Boards have seriously proposed non-
replacement of secondary teachers 
and support staff on the first day of 
absence. Boards can’t adequately plan 
in advance due to constantly changing 
funding formulas, and secretary-
treasurers are challenged by a $300 
million shortfall just to retain the status 
quo this year.

Schools are being closed; class 
sizes are increasing; special education, 
gifted, and ESL student needs are not 
being met; and, teacher-librarians, 

special education teachers and 
counselling levels are being reduced 
to meet shortfalls. BC teachers rank 
8th in pay in Canada and haven’t had 
substantial benefits improvements in 
20 years.

The government’s mantra has 
been, “Highest funding ever” and 
maybe it has delusions of it being true?

Declining enrolment has been 
used as a smokescreen to hide the fact 
that there is a “structural shortfall” 
in funding because the government 
is chronically lagging behind what 
it should be paying for delivery of 
services that boards of education are 
mandated to provide.

You be the judge. Have you noticed 
a reduction in education service 
levels? Is your board scrambling to 
meet mandated services? Has your 
neighbourhood school been closed? 
Have your child’s education needs and 
choices been “torpedoed” by what the 
court has found as the government’s 
“Run Silent and Run Deep” illegal and 
covert actions? 

Email Premier Clark at premier@
gov.bc.ca and ask where the money 
taken from BC’s kids has gone and 
what she is planning to do about it.

The government has chosen not to 
appeal the court decision. We believe 
that is because the Supreme Court of 
Canada has characterized its actions as 
“draconian” in a similar case. 

Respectfully submitted by 
the local presidents of the Arrow 

Lakes Teachers’ Association, 
Boundary District Teachers’ 
Association, Creston Valley 

Teachers’ Association, Kootenay 
Columbia Teachers’ Union, Nelson 

District Teachers’ Union
What might our 
valley’s future be?

Surely we must look beyond our 
current focus of tourism as the saviour 
of our valley’s economic stagnation and 
actively pursue alternatives whenever 
opportunities arise. 

We need to focus our efforts on 
an opportunity that is currently in the 
forefront in neighbouring Okanagan 
communities. The opportunity referred 
to is the construction of a provincial 
correctional centre within the Nakusp/
Area K region. While there will be 
strong NIMBY (Not In My Back 
Yard) opposition to this proposal, one 
has to simply reflect and consider the 
following factors prior to condemning 
the proposal – our current local 
employment situation, our projected 
school enrolment for 2011-2012 and 
beyond, our real estate market level 
of activity and our inability to attract 
permanent physicians to our region. 
EMPLOYMENT

The lengthy timeline associated 
with the construction of the 360-unit, 
two years less one day centre, as well 
as the required local infrastructure 
improvements, will result in the need 
for an estimated 500 general labourers 
and qualified tradespeople, as well as 
a significant volume of construction 
materials. It would undoubtedly 

provide on-the-job experience for 
those individuals currently enrolled in 
programs offered by the Arrow Slocan 
Lakes Community Services as well 
as long-term employment for those 
currently employed in a variety of 
seasonal jobs.

Nakusp’s Selkirk College would 
become a significant contributor 
through offering relevant post 
secondary programs focussing on 
employment opportunities associated 
with the correctional centre. Programs 
such as counselling, social work, 
vocational trades certification, 
housekeeping/maintenance and Justice 
Institute correctional officer training 
are examples. In addition, the college 
would be the service provider for Adult 
Basic Education, Adult Dogwood and 
GED graduation courses within the 
correctional centre.
ENROLMENT

School District 10 recently released 
the projected enrolment figures for 
the upcoming school year and once 
again enrolment for 2011-12 school 
year will drop 51 students from this 
year’s 544 students. Impacts of this 
decreased enrolment are: increased split 
classes throughout our system, limited 
elective course options available to 
secondary students, increased teacher 
workload due to multi-grade/subject 
combinations and fewer extramural 
sports available to students after school. 
The economic stimulus associated with 
the establishing of a correctional centre 
would result in increased enrolment 
based on the fact that families of 
those involved in the construction and 
subsequent staffing of the centre would 
relocate to the area since commuting 
from outside our geographic region 
would be unreasonable.
REAL ESTATE

Associated with this construction 
activity would be the much needed 
and anticipated turnaround in 
our residential real estate market. 
Families of those involved in both the 
construction, estimated to be 500+, 
and the permanent staffing of the 
facility, estimated to be 240 full-time 
positions, will relocate and purchase 
existing or new homes within our 
communities since commuting is again 
an unreasonable option. In addition 
new home construction will provide 
a future benefit to both the Nakusp 
village and Area K property tax base. 

Seasonal fluctuations in our 
numerous restaurants, hotels, motels, 
resorts and bed and breakfasts will 
realize a more consistent and stronger 
customer volume/occupancy rate due 
to the fact that once the correctional 
centre is operational visitors will 
consistently utilize our local restaurants 
and accommodations year-round. 
PHYSICIAN SHORTAGE 

One of the critical factors that 
may be causing Interior Health and 
the Arrow Lakes Physician Search 
Committee difficulty in securing full-
time permanent physicians to relocate 
in our region is that our population 
is both shrinking in numbers and 
aging in years. Recent graduates of 

the Rural Physician Program with 
families undoubtedly look first to 
vibrant communities with stable or 
increasing populations and diverse 
educational and community activities 
when considering where to establish 
their practice. While Nakusp and 
area provides an extensive variety of 
community activities for both students 
and adults we are hard pressed to 
meet the other two criteria due to 
declining school enrolment and overall 
population. Our turnaround can only 
be achieved through strong economic 
growth. The proposal to pursue the 
construction of a correctional centre 
in conjunction with additional stimuli 
will assist in achieving this turnaround. 

Brian Graham
Nakusp

How smart are 
smart meters? 

A meeting was held on June 24 in 
Trail that has far-reaching effects on all 
FortisBC customers. It was attended 
by approximately 10 people. One 
wonders why the low turnout – possibly 
the time, Friday at 6 pm, possibly the 
location in Trail. Maybe the innocuous 
title of the notice ‘advance metering 
infrastructure.’ Possibly the inadequate 
public notification. Suggestions were 
made that the Powerline newsletter 
or billing statements would have 
served as a more effective notification; 
however, FortisBC reps felt that this was 
not possible given the short timeframe.

We were assured by Fortis reps that 
there would be “zero cost” to Fortis 
customers for the $40 million meters, 
however, it was stated that there may 
be rate increases due to other things. 
BC Hydro will be installing advanced 
meters in the near future. They have 
requested a 9.7 percent rate increase 
from BCUC. 

More than 80 percent of households 
in Ontario with smart meters report 50 
percent increases in the cost of their 
electricity, due to ‘peak’ and ‘semi-peak’ 
use times being more costly. At a cost 
of between $50 and $250, Fortis will 
provided ‘energy feedback tools’ which 
help you to assess your household 
usage. Reports of malfunctioning 
since installation of these meters 
include interference with medical 
devices, household appliances and other 
technologies in the home including 
radio reception. Electrical companies 
deny any claims for damage. Areas 
with already installed smart meters 
continue to challenge the benefits and 
are beginning to see the unexpected 
downsides of this device.

So why does FortisBC want these 
meters so badly?  Their response: “More 
efficient systems mean lower costs.” 
However, no energy is conserved by 
the smart meter. It is conserved by the 
customer. Eat dinner at the ‘low rate’ 
time between 11 pm and 5 am and 
save!! 

They claim better efficiency 
on power line trouble. Outages can 
be tracked more quickly than by your 
phone call. Does that mean that the 
crews arrive any sooner?

Health concerns are always a heated 
debate when it comes to ‘microwave 
radiation.’ Fortis claims that the signal 
spikes (4,000 microwatts per square 
centimetre) which would occur in your 
home several times a minute every day 
all day are harmless. Fortis reps assure 
us that they will meet the minimum of 
Canada Health Safety standards. These 
guidelines are outdated compared 
to many countries. The Council of 
Europe issued a statement urging 
governments to “take all reasonable 
precautions to reduce exposure to 
electromagnetic fields.” The World 
Health Organization warns us to 
exercise caution when using wireless 
devices.  

Cumulative effects of radiation 
exposure happen gradually (headaches, 
insomnia, tinnitus, exhaustion, 
heart palpitations etc.) and are not 
reversible. Fortis will need to install 350 
collectors in the Fortis catchment area 
to act as distant receivers. These will 
relay data to Fortis from large groups 
of customers. You will be exposed to 
microwave radiation in your home and 
from your neighbours’ meters which 
are signalling to these receiver poles. 
These poles act like cell towers and 
will need to be near homes, possibly 
yours. Over 2,000 smart meter health-
related complaints have been registered 
in California so far.

So what’s next? Before Fortis is 
able to install the meters, they apply this 
summer to the BC Utilities Commission. 
Fortis is to participate in a public 
regulatory process and if approval is 
given, we join the over 100,000,000 
households with meters already 
installed. There will be no CHOICE for 
Fortis customers as we have with cell 
phones and wireless internet.

What can FortisBC customers do? 
-Request, at the least, a moratorium 

until: well publicized, open public 
forums are held; further information is 
gathered from users that are dissatisfied 
with the meters; further investigation 
of the health risks from these meters; 
other alternatives are developed such as 
a power line hard-wired carriers rather 
than wireless.

-Demand your democratic right 
to choice and the basic human right to 
healthy living spaces. 

Send emails to your MP, MLA, 
FortisBC and a copy to happyearth10@
gmail.com where it will be held to send 
to the BC Utilities Commission when 
FortisBC applies for approval of their 
project later this summer. 

- Inform your  f r iends  and 
neighbours. For more information, 
GOOGLE Dan Hirsche/radiation or 
Citizens for Safe Technology or Dr. 
Magda Havas/radiation.

-See ‘Experts Debunk Smart 
Meter Craze’ and ‘Smart Meters 100 
X Radiation Exposure of a Cell Phone’ 
(videos on YouTube).

Smart meter deployment is a large 
experiment on a very large population...
much like asbestos, chemical fertilizers, 
DDT, lead etc. that used to be touted as 
totally harmless to humans.

Linda Louise
Passmore
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by Jan McMurray
The Kaslo and District Community 

Forest Society (KDCFS) is expanding 
its water monitoring program, thanks 
to funding from the RDCK.

KDCFS has an established water 
monitoring program on five creeks, 
and this new funding will allow the 
addition of up to nine more. The five 
existing creeks are Fletcher, Bjerkness, 
MacDonald, Wing and Davis. The 
potential new ones are Kemball, 
Goldsmith, Shutty, Jardine, Barney, 
Cooper, Keen, Kemp, Three Mile, Lost 
Ledge and Milford.

Funding of $30,100 from the 
RDCK’s Community Works Fund (gas 
tax dollars) has been granted to KDCFS 
to set up measuring stations in the new 
creeks. Richard Marchand, manager 
of the community forest, reported that 
they also plan to purchase two turbidity 
meters at approximately $1,000 each 
with the RDCK funding.

“The purpose of the study is to 
gather data on water quality, quantity 
and timing of flow over the next ten 
years,” said Marchand. 

He emphasized that the community 
forest is not in the business of 
determining whether or not water is 
safe to drink. The turbidity meters will 
measure the amount of sediment in 
the water, not the viruses and bacteria.

The data  col lec ted  in  the 
program will help the RDCK and 
other organizations determine: 
where water availability may affect 
future development; critical water 
supply periods and trends caused by 

Kaslo Community Forest Society expands water monitoring program
climate change; the possible need for 
conservation measures; and what can 
be done to improve rural firefighting 
capability.

Experts on board with the program 
include Selkirk College instructor 
Frank Fowler, who was involved in 
setting up the existing stations; and 
Martin Carver of Nelson, hydrologist 
and geomorphologist specializing in 
climate change adaptation, who will 
identify the relevance of the data 
collected against regional climate 
change effects.

Kaslo and Area D participated in the 
Columbia Basin Trust’s Communities 
Adapting to Climate Change program 
last year, and Area D Director Andy 
Shadrack sees the water monitoring 
project as an extension of that work.

“At the end of the pilot study, it 
became very obvious that we did not 
know enough about the flow of water 
in Area D to make decisions around 
use and conservation,” said Shadrack. 
“Anecdotal information suggests some 
communities in Area D are running 
short of domestic water, but we need a 
factual understanding in order to make 
long-term decisions.” He says he is 
extremely pleased to be partnering with 
KDCFS to improve understanding of 
the quantity, quality and timing of flow 
for domestic water in the portion of 
Area D that overlaps with the KDCFS 
chart area.

For the past three years, the five 
creeks have been monitored for flow 
only. The existing program started up 
with funding from Forest Renewal BC, 

and was re-established in 2007 with 
funding from the provincial Forest 
Investment Account. In 2007, KDCFS 
also formed a partnership with Selkirk 
College, so students participate in the 
program and get field experience.

As the RDCK funding is for capital 
costs only, Marchand says he hopes to 
find volunteers from the community 

to help collect the data. “Given the 
response from the community so far, I 
think we can find a community group 
that would like to take this on,” he said.

At a public information meeting 
about the program on June 19, a small 
but very interested group of residents 
showed up, reported Marchand. He said 
the residents have noticed a decrease 

in water flows over the years in area 
creeks, and would like to know more 
about this. “One man noted that if he 
took all the water out of the creek that 
his licence allows, there would be 
no more water for anyone else,” said 
Marchand. “If we knew the capacity 
of our streams, it would help us make 
sound decisions.”

submitted
T h e  s c i e n t i f i c  n a m e  i s 

Didymosphenia geminata – or just 
Didymo for short – but its more 
commonly used, and perhaps fitting, 
term is simply “rock snot.” Its presence 
has been confirmed in the Kootenay 
Lake watershed, and its unwelcome 
arrival has the Ministry of Forest, 
Lands and Natural Resource Operations 
(FLNRO) and the Fish & Wildlife 
Compensation Program (FWCP) asking 
anglers and other water users to take 
extra care in cleaning gear in an effort 
to slow its spread. 

In early May, while monitoring the 
Gerrard rainbow trout spawning run at 
the outlet of Trout Lake, FLNRO habitat 
technician Terry Anderson floated over a 
mat of Didymo covering approximately 
at least 400 square metres. 

“We know that it is already in the 
Salmo and Columbia Rivers,” said 
Anderson, “but this is the first time we 
have confirmed it in the Kootenay Lake 
watershed on such a significant scale.”

Some basic actions will help reduce 
the spread of Didymo: avoid using 
felt bottoms on waders; clean all gear 

‘Rock Snot’ found in Kootenay Lake watershed
(waders, boats nets, etc.) between water 
bodies, preferably with a light bleach 
solution; and allow the gear to dry 
thoroughly.

“It only takes one cell on your gear 
to move Didymo from one system 
to another,” added Anderson, “so it’s 
imperative that we all make an effort to 
slow its spread.”

Didymo is a species of algae that 
can either be free-floating or attached 
to rocks, gathering together to make 
gelatinous blobs or thick mats, thus 
earning its “rock snot” moniker. Under 
water, these mats can resemble thick 
shag-pile carpeting, ranging in colour 
from pale yellow-brown to white; and if 
they get washed up on shore or the water 
level drops these dried mats often get 
confused with dried toilet paper.  

 “In some circumstances thick mats 
of Didymo can restrict water flow, and 
therefore affect oxygen levels in fish 
spawning and rearing areas,” says 
senior fisheries biologist James Baxter 
with the FWCP – a joint partnership 
between BC Hydro, the Province of 
BC, and Fisheries and Oceans Canada. 
“It can also cause gill irritations and, 

if the Didymo reaches high enough 
concentrations, it can even displace 
some fish species.” 

Didymo is not thought to adversely 
affect drinking water, except for 
colouration and odour. Swimmers have 
reported feeling itchy when downstream 
of heavy concentrations.  

Although Didymo is native to some 
parts of central North America and is 
often found in clean and unpolluted 
streams and rivers, it is considered an 
invasive species here, and its spread 
over the last 10 years has biologists 
concerned. It was first discovered in BC 
on Vancouver Island in 1989. 

“One theory is that the spread of 
Didymo is connected with increased 
ultraviolet light levels” says Baxter. 
“There is no connection with the 
Kootenay Lake Nutrient Restoration 
Program given the fact that this latest 
discovery was made well upstream.” 

If anyone sees large mats of Didymo, 
they are asked to report them to the 
Aquatic Invasive Species Coordinator 
at Ministry of Environment by emailing 
Matthias.Herborg@gov.bc.ca. For more 
information on the FWCP visit fwcp.ca.
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Certified Electrical 
Contractor
Fully Licenced & 
Insured

office	
(250)	358-2479
mobile
(250)	505-6182

jacob@onetimeelectrical.com
www.onetimeelectrical.com

A MESSAGE FROM LUCIA MANN  
I am pleased to announce the long awaited release of my 
second book, Rented Silence. Rented Silence is a soft 
cover book that includes the first two books in the triology: 
Beside an Ocean of Sorrow, which has been revised and 
expanded, and its sequel, The Sicilian Veil. 

Buy direct and get 20% discount at www.publishamerica.
net/product42935.html Use coupon code: Discount20. 
Or buy direct by telephone: 1-301-695-1707. It is also 
available online at Amazon, Barnes and Noble, and 
Chapters Indigo. The Home Hardware in Nakusp will be 
carrying the book. Steve is talking orders.

  The Corporation of the Village of Slocan
  PO Box 50, 503 Slocan St., 
  Slocan, BC V0G 2C0
  P: (250) 355-2277     F: (250) 355-2666
  info@villageofslocan.ca

VENDORS, DEMOS 
AND PARADE 

ENTRIES NEEDED!!!

Slocan is celebrating its 110th 

Birthday Sunday, September 4th 

from 8 am until sundown

There will be a parade, birthday cake, 

stage events, displays, a beer garden, live 

music and a celebration dance!

To reserve a vendor’s table ($5) or parade 

entry, please contact David at the Slocan 

Village Office

(250)-355-2277

dmills@villageofslocan.ca

SLOCAN LAKE DANCE CAMP
JULY 21 – 24, 2011 

New Denver, BC
  Daily Latin, Swing, Smooth & Country workshops 

Nightly dances • Fri. Polka Dot party, 
Sat. Dinner & Tango Demo • Sunday Milonga

$20/$12 Teens: 90 minute workshop (including dance) 

Singles welcome, register early!

www.dancingbeat.org or 250-358-2448

Chilean-born Ricardo and Violeta Pacheco will teach again in New Denver at the Slocan Lake 
Dance Camp July 21–24, to the delight of a growing population of Argentine Tango fans. 

Formerly of the Tango Bar in Calgary, the pair live and teach in Kelowna and visit Buenos Aires 
each winter to hone their own skills and share them with dance campers in the summer. Visit 

www.dancingbeat.org for the full dance camp schedule.

submitted
Everyone is invited to play a 

part in the Hidden Garden Gallery’s 
Signature Quilt – the gallery’s 2011 
fundraising project. 

A signature quilt is a quilt sewn 
of squares that people have signed, 
written “in memory” of a loved one, 
or have written a message on.

There is a collection of lovely 
quilt squares at the Gallery, and people 
can choose their favourite(s) for $10 
a square. At the end of the season, the 

signed squares will be sewn together 
to make a lovely quilt. There is a 
Master Scribe who can write the name 
or message if desired.

Signature quilts were very popular 
in the mid 1800s and have been used as 
special gifts for special occasions. The 
Hidden Garden Gallery’s Signature 
Quilt will hang in the foyer of the 
gallery as a testament to supporters 
of art in our community and will 
welcome visitors through the years. 

Squares will  be available 

Hidden Garden Gallery Signature Quilt project

submitted
As the Kaslo Jazz Festival winds 

down its 20th year, and people walk 
up the hill from the bay with smiles 
on their faces wondering how the day 
could get any better, they’ll be drawn 
to the marvelous musical melodies of 
the Boom Booms, who are playing at 
the Legion on Sunday night.  

Jazz Fest weekend finale with the Boom Booms
Aaron Nazrul and the Boom 

Booms are back in town. They 
rocked the upstage at the Jazz 
Festival in 2008 and wanted to be a 
part of the action once again. From 9 
pm to midnight on Sunday, July 31, 
they’ll be playing songs from their 
new CD, Hot Rum, to an all ages 
crowd.  Tickets are $10 at the door.

throughout the summer. Everyone is 
invited to play a part in art.

by Art Joyce
The Silverton Gallery has 

received word from the Columbia 
Kootenay Cultural Alliance (CKCA) 
that its application for $5,000 under 
the major capital grant program 
toward a new floor has been 
approved. This matches the $5,000 
pledged by the Village of Silverton, 
which owns the building. The society 
was also successful in its $20,000 
application for CBT Community 
Initiatives funding from the Village 
of Silverton, bringing the budget to 
a total of $30,000 for a much-needed 
new floor in the gallery.

Silverton Gallery to get a new lease on life thanks to grants
“The floor has been this living 

nightmare for years,” says gallery 
president Sue Mistretta. “It’s been 
a problem for different boards and 
finally it just came together.”

The new floor will be installed 
over the winter. And the good news 
doesn’t stop there for this local 
cultural and historical landmark. A 
further grant of $3,000 to upgrade 
the sound system was received from 
the Kootenay Savings Community 
Foundat ion plus  $500 from 
Recreation Commission #6. Results 
of an application to Columbia Power 
Corporation are still pending. The 

funds will help replace power 
cables, microphones and other sound 
components. 

“On some of the bigger shows, 
we’ve had to borrow or rent 
equipment,” says Mistretta. “And 
some of it is just old and worn out.” 

Another CKCA grant was also 
received to produce a community 
art show called Grass Roots to 
help cover costs of curating and 
promotion. Funds will also help pay 
for someone to ‘sit’ the show. 

“One of the problems we’ve 
had is that we don’t have a curator 
or a student who can sit shows, so 

this will help us out with that,” says 
Mistretta.

Adding to the list of recent 
successes will be a community music 
program hosted by the gallery and 
Ryan Butler. This family-oriented 
event will offer basic music theory 
training for anyone interested in 
learning more about music, or even 
learning about it for the first time. 

The program will likely start this fall.
A complete building inspection 

of the gallery was recently done 
for the Village and the report will 
be brought before the Facilities 
and Recreation Committee shortly. 
However, the gallery board has not 
been advised of any major structural 
issues arising from the inspection 
that would delay the project.

Mission accomplished – This spring, the float in Bigelow Bay broke loose from its tether. Peter Roulston rescued the float and tied it up to the pilings. There it stayed secure 
until last week when the Recreation Commission got diver Loren Oldham to search for the cable at the bottom. The cable had rusted where it was attached to the float. It was 
repaired, reattached and the float has already seen use. A new cable will be attached this summer. Recreation  Commission #6 thanks Peter and Loren for their assistance.
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Slocan Lake Arena Society would like to give a huge thank 
you to all who supported and participated in the Silent Auction 
on July 1st in Silverton.  A special thank you to all the donors 
listed below:

Ann’s Natural Foods   Anita’s Pottery & Studio
Apple Tree (Rob)                    Madeline McCarthy
The Healing Den                Slocan Lake Dance Camp
Raven’s Nest                   Mountainberry Foods
Dr. Larry Zaleski                Petro Can. (Doug & Shay)
Silverton Transport             Slocan Lake Golf Course
Valerie Piercey Wilson          Nels Lindstein
New Denver Quilt Guild          Janet Quesnel
Sue Mistretta                     Sahara Minerals
May Queen Committee         Silverton Building Supplies
Carol Pengelly                   Avon Rep. Cheryl Butchart
Garden Graces                  Lynn Husberg
Vern & Janice Gustafson       Lynn-a-Teck
Valhalla Pure                        Barbara DeRosa 
Silverton Bigway               Debbie Hicks
Silverton Dental Clinic          Sanderella
Sappho Bakery                Kathy Provan
Coin Laundry                     New Denver Bigway
Slocan Lake Home Hardware  Nuru Designs
Rick Tegeler                         Mistaya
Ulla                                       Silverton Historical Society

Kootenay Savings Credit Union

From your loving family!

WOULD 
YOU LOOK 
AT THAT!
JULY 15, 1961

Congratulations 
John & Lucy 
on your 50th 
anniversary!

Weir-dough’s
100% organic 
sourdough 
bread baked in a 
traditional wood-
fired bread 
oven

Available at:
Rutabaga’s • New Denver

Slocan Village Market • Slocan
Gaia Tree • Winlaw

250-355-0017

submitted by KAST
The Kootenay Association for 

Science and Technology (KAST) is 
pleased to offer Starry Nights events 
running all summer long and into the 
early winter months. These stargazing 
evenings will provide a guided tour of 
the cosmos without ever leaving the 
ground, as well as two chances to learn 
how to build your own telescope. Local 
hobby astronomer Wayne Holmes will 
host the events on scheduled weekends 
as weather conditions allow.

“People are often amazed at just how 
much you can see even without a top-of-
the-line high-powered telescope,” says 
Holmes. “Even with binoculars you can 
see lots of cool stuff in the sky, so dust 
off that telescope that has been hiding in 
the closet and bring it down to the Hall 
and see for yourself.” 

All events will be held at dusk or 
after dark at the Taghum Community 
Hall, 5915 Taghum Hall Road, by the 
old bridge at Taghum. The schedule 
is as follows: July 8/9, 22/23, 29/30; 
August 5/6, 19/20 (this event will 
happen no matter the weather, alternate 
indoor activity planned); August 26/27; 
September 2/3, 16/17, 23/24; September 
30/ October 1; October 21/22, 28/29; 
November 18/19, 25/26; December 
2/3, 16/17.

Starry Nights events to run this summer at Taghum Hall
On two dates in particular during 

that stretch – July 2 and August 20 – 
Marilyn Roberts of Kaslo will be doing 
a special demonstration on telescope 
building. Accompanied by a video of 
John Dobson (who is probably one of the 
world’s most famous telescope builders), 
Marilyn will bring mirrors, the tubing 
she uses for making a scope, and explain 
how all of that comes together to allow us 
to look light-years into the sky.

Holmes noted that you don’t need a 
high-power telescope to get a great view 
of the night sky, and encourages folks to 
bring along binoculars which today are 
as-or-more powerful than the telescopes 
used by Galileo in his day.

Wannabe star-gazers will learn all 
about spawning constellations, how to 
find them and naming them through 
Holmes’ PowerPoint presentation. In 
addition he will show folks how to find 
certain objects within the constellations.

“I’m going to start with binocular 
objects, and point out some of the easy 
binocular targets,” explained Holmes. 

“Then we’ll move on to some of the 
things we’re going to show the public 
in our astronomy telescopes: some of 
the harder-to-find things that may be 
bright, but can be difficult to locate. For 
the real diehards we’ll likely stay late 
into the night.”

Organizers caution attendees to 
dress very warmly; bring a lawn chair 
and your own snack/drink. If bringing 
a flashlight it is strongly recommended 
to cover the end with red cellophane to 
reduce light pollution on-site. The dates 
are scheduled in pairs because if the 
Friday night weather is not good then 
we will try again on Saturday night. If 
unsure, contact Wayne Holmes at 250-
354-1586. 

For more information about the 
Starry Nights program or any Taghum 
Hall Society Program contact President 
Linda Barber at 250-352-0428 or Rental 
Manager Cheryl Hicks at 250-352-5226.
You can also contact Kelvin Saldern, 
Executive Director kelvin@kast.com or  
250-483-5052 or visit www.kast.com.

Local KAST members are offering the public a “guided tour of the heavens” this summer at 
Taghum Hall. Pictured left to right: hobby astronomer Wayne Holmes, Linda Barber of the 

Taghum Hall society, and KAST executive director Kelvin Saldern.

by Jan McMurray
The Slocan Valley Co-op held 

a Customer Appreciation Day on 
July 9, offering clearance prices on 
the last of their garden and hardware 
supplies. However, many of their 
customers do not appreciate the 
elimination of the garden/hardware 
department from the store and the 
expansion of the convenience food 
section to take over that space.

“This does not sit well with 
those of us who will have to drive 
to Silverton or Castlegar or Nelson 
from the Slocan Valley to pick up 
those many needed items,” said one 
co-op member in an email to the 
Valley Voice.

Another co-op member also sent 
in an email, saying: “The final straw 
for me was when I went to buy some 
sweet pea seeds early in the spring... 
no seeds... of any kind! Two aisles of 
potato chips and no seeds!”

Yet another member contacted 

Slocan Valley Co-op clears out hardware/garden items from Slocan Park store
us and said she and others wanted 
to withdraw their memberships 
when they discovered the changes 
at the store. But under standard co-
op rules, people cannot cancel their 
memberships until they turn 65, 
move away, or die.

Vice-Chair  of  the co-op 
board, Don Munro, explained in a 
telephone interview that the decision 
to phase out the garden/hardware 
department of the store was made 
almost a year ago now. He said 
it was a board decision, based 
on the recommendation of the 
manager at the time and Federated 
Co-operatives Ltd. “The former 
manager was the one who initiated 
the change,” said Munro.

When asked if members and 
staff were consulted about the 
change, Munro said he was not 
aware of any consultation with 
members, but that he assumed the 
former manager had discussed it 

with staff.
“ T h e  g a r d e n / h a r d w a r e 

department was losing money,” 
said Munro. “It was quite expensive 
to operate because you needed to 
staff it. People would be able to 
find some of the items they were 
looking for, but not all of them – 
we couldn’t stock it to provide a 
really good service.” He said the 
plan now is to stock hardware items 
that are commonly found in a larger 
grocery store, but not the more 
specialized items such as plumbing 
and electrical products.

Another complaint of one of 
the co-op members who contacted 
the Valley Voice is increased food 
prices at the store. Munro said the 
co-op tries to be competitive with 
neighbouring stores in the valley, 
and pricing decisions are made by 
management staff.

Munro says FCL has come and 

looked at the layout of the store, 
and will provide recommendations 
on how to re-vamp the whole 
store, including upgrades to the 
exterior. He expects this report to 
be submitted in 2012.

When asked about the role of 
the FCL, Munro said they play a 
“support role.” They can provide 
financial support in the way of grants 
and interest-free loans, and would 
likely assist financially “if and when” 
renovations go ahead at the Slocan 
Valley Co-op. Also, the manager can 
give FCL a call with any questions 
he has. FCL acts as a distributor of 
some of the products, as well.

“The decisions on the operation 
of the co-op are made by the board,” 
said Munro. “I think we’ve got a 
pretty good board – we generally 
agree with one another. In the end, 
the decisions that are made are in the 
best interest of the membership and 

the store.”
Munro reported that one of the 

major priorities of the board for 
the coming year is to look at how 
the store can be more successful as 
mainly a grocery store. He said one 
of the board members went to the 
FCL AGM and learned that food 
sales are dropping in most co-op 
stores that have a grocery section. 
Most of these stores are becoming 
convenience stores.

“I wouldn’t want to see our 
whole store become a convenience 
store,” said Munro. “There is no 
reason why the Slocan Valley Co-
op can’t be competitive as a grocery 
store. The board will be looking at 
increasing the opportunities in the 
grocery section in the coming year.”

Munro said another unpopular 
issue the board is looking at for 
the future is a self-serve gas station 
instead of full service. 
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Nakusp,	BC	
250-265-3681

• LUMBER
• SIDING
• INSULATION
• ROOFING
• DRYWALL
• FLOORING
• HARDWARE
• GENERAL PAINT
• PLUMBING
• ELECTRICAL
• WOOD STOVES
• WINDOWS/DOORS
• SCAFFOLDING
• ENGINEERED FLOORS
• ROOF TRUSSES
• TOOL RENTALS
• AGRICULTURAL FEEDS
• GARDENING SUPPLIES
• GREENHOUSE

OPEN
7 am - 5:30 Weekdays
9 am - 5:00 Saturday

The Best Lumberyard 
in the Kootenays

We deliver!

NAKUSP & THE ARROW LAKES

Land Act: Notice of Intention to Apply for 
a Disposition of Crown Land 

(Community Institutional)
 
FrontCounter BC Cranbrook has accepted an application made by 
the Edgewood Community Internet Society (contact: Jean Bassett 
by phone (250) 269-7590 or by mail at RR1 Site 5 Comp 18, 
Edgewood, BC V0G 1J0), of Edgewood BC, on behalf of the Ministry 
of Forests, Lands and Natural Resource Operations (MFLNRO), 
Kootenay Region, for a Licence of Occupation. The application 
is for the provision interpretive centre on Provincial Crown land 
near Edgewood, BC (mapsheet 82E090, or point of reference: 118 
°11’12’’W 49°53’40’’N).
 
The MFLNRO File Number that has been established for this 
application is 4450149. Written comments concerning this application 
should be directed to the Natural Resource Officer at FronCounter 
BC, 1902 Theatre Road, Cranbrook, BC, V1C 7G1 or email to: 
AuthorizingAgency.Cranbrook@gov.bc.ca Comments will be received 
by FrontCounter BC until August 4, 2011. FrontCounter BC may not 
be able to consider comments received after this date. Please refer 
to our website http://www.arfd.gov.bc.ca/ApplicationPosting/index.
jsp è Search è Search by File Number: insert Lands File Number 
for more information.
 
Be advised that any response to this advertisement will be considered 
part of the public record. For information, contact the FOI Advisor 
at the Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural Resource Operations 
regional office.

Nakusp & District Chamber of 
Commerce Canada Day 2011

Sponsors
Crescent Bay Construction
Overwaitea 
BC Transport & Highways
The Village of Nakusp
Nakusp Parks and Recreation  
Nakusp & District Chamber of Commerce & Visitor Centre: Kim Reich, Michele 
Williams, Angela Mowbray, Connie Wethal, Val Hill,  Bryon & Marilyn Deabold, 
Cedra Eichenauer, Sondra Krajewski, Ali Raskob, Rowan McGreggor

Thank you
Mayor Karen Hamiling 
Joseph Hughs
Dawn Devlin & Randy – parade marshalls
Claudia Mang 
Donna Redman
Richard Cahn
Deb Guest
Matt McKee
Doug &  Heather Peters
Pat Dion 
Trish Cannon & Collin McQuire
Students – Gage, Jake Darling, Taylor Aeichele, Elish Bobicki, Alicia 
Holbrook, Liam Legault, Cody MacImtosh, Kira Streliev, Tayari Sky, Graeme 
Bekker, Travis Hellyer, Meaghan Darling, Caleb Bobicki
Jackie and Corey Phillipson
Bon Marche 
Box Lake Lumber
Ambassadors 
All float and window decorating participants 
The community for their continued support

WEEKLY SPONSOR:
Selkirk Realty

Kelly Roberts
(250) 265-3635

www.royallepage.ca

    

Selkirk Realty
WEEKLY SPONSOR:

Kelly Roberts
(250) 265-3635

This beautiful ginger & white cat will 
be up for adoption soon.  

Her name is Minny and she is very friendly.  
If you are interested in giving Minny a home, 

please call P.A.L.S. at 
250-265-3792 or e-mail us at pals-online.ca  

           P.A.L.S. PET OF THE WEEK

PALS AGM meeting on February 9th, 7pm at 
950 Crescent Bay Rd

Meet Minny
P.A.L.S. PET OF THE WEEK

Daisy 
“Daisy” is a 16 month old fe-
male hound cross. She is good 
with children and other dogs. 
Daisy needs a home with a 
fenced yard and no cats.
Please call P.A.L.S. at 250-265-3792 

or email info@pals-online.ca

by Art Joyce 
The Nakusp Chamber of 

Commerce is offering visitors and 
locals a brand new  trail map of the 
area. 

It includes Kuskanax Mountain, 
Nakusp Hot Springs  Trail, Box Lake 
Loop, Cedar Grove, Kimbol Lake, 
Silvercup Ridge, Saddle  Mountain, 
Wensley Creek Ski Trail and other 
local trails. 

Each trail is illustrated by a small 
map, for which there are  larger 
versions online, and GPS coordinates 
are listed.  For more detail on some 
of the longer hikes visiting the 

New Nakusp trail map makes hiking and biking easy 
website is  recommended.

The trails are rated for difficulty 
from easy to moderate or extreme, for  
both hikers and bikers. For example, 
the Box Lake Loop, rated easy, 
notes:  “Box Lake Loop provides 
excellent introductory hiking for 
children.  Roasting marshmallows, 
exploring the Box Lake Loop, 
fishing and playing at  the lakeshore 
provide an easily accessed morning 
or afternoon of  delightful adventure. 
For hikers or bikers looking for a 
longer trek,  there is a rough road 
behind Box Lake connecting to 
Brouse Loop road at  its far end.” 

The trail description is followed 
by straightforward  directions for 
access.  The Kimbol Lake Trail is the 
only one rated moderate / extreme 
(for  biking). “The beginning of 
this hike winds through cedar 
and hemlock  forests,” notes the 
brochure. “Halfway through the 
hike it starts to climb  up the Kimbol 
Creek Valley. There are steep pitches 
(40 percent max.) in  areas, so be 
careful. This is prime bear habitat 
due to an abundant amount  of fresh 
water and huckleberry bushes. Bear 
spray and a noise maker are  highly 
recommended. After this great hike 

why not treat yourself to a soak  in 
the Nakusp hotsprings!”  

The brochure was funded 
by Kootenay Rockies and Super 
Natural BC, with  funds from the 
community’s tourism project. 
Chamber Vice-President  Michele 
Williams says without the matching 
funding from the Province the  
project wouldn’t have been possible. 
Chamber President Kim Reich and 
Michele Williams worked together to 
organize the brochure’s production. 
The brochure was  designed by On 
the Marks Graphic Solutions. 

The Chamber is asking for a 

donation of $2 for each trail map  to 
cover the expenses of reprinting and 
help support the local trail  society. 
Many local businesses as well as the 
Nakusp and Arrow Lakes  Visitors 
Centre stock the brochure. 

For more information visit 
nakusparrowlakes.com.

by Jan McMurray
Several of our local kids played 

hockey this spring on AAA elite teams.
“I like spring hockey because it 

let me play for longer and hockey is 
my favourite sport,” says 10-year-old 
Elijah Havers from Kaslo. “I got to 
meet new friends and play in different 
rinks. And we got to travel to cool 
places. I hope I make a spring team 
again next year.”

Elijah and Adam Volansky from 
Nakusp played on BC Teameast 
with fellow players from Nelson, 

Local kids play spring hockey in AAA teams
Revelstoke, West Kelowna, Ashcroft, 
Adams Lake, Chase, Clearwater and 
Armstrong. Logan Hascarl and Dane 
Bateman from Nakusp played on the 
Okanagan Interior Storm team with 
kids from the Okanagan. Everett 
Hicks of New Denver and Avery Enns 
of Kaslo played on the Kootenay 
Avalanche team with kids from all over 
the Kootenays. Nakusp boys Brody and 
Jackson Herridge played with other 
West Kootenay kids on the Kootenay 
Stars out of Beaver Valley.

“I have nothing but good things to 

say about the spring hockey program,” 
said Adam Volansky’s mother, Crystal. 
“My son already misses his friends from 
BC Teameast. It’s a big commitment in 
travel and time, but it’s a lot of fun for 
the kids and the parents!”

Everett Hicks has played on the 
Kootenay Avalanche team for five 
years now and his mom, Deb, says it’s 
really good hockey and an excellent 
experience for Everett. “There’s a lot 
of talent out there,” she said.

These AAA teams are not part 
of the Minor Hockey or BC Hockey 
programs. The spring season starts after 
the minor hockey season finishes, and 
goes from the end of March to June. 
Some of the teams have open tryouts 
and others have tryouts by invitation 
only. All players on the teams were born 
in the same year, and they play other 
teams with players born in the same 
year. They travel all over the province 

for tournaments, and the practices are 
usually a ways from home, as well.

Elijah’s mom, Sarah Sinclair, 
says spring hockey was “a fabulous 
experience. Elijah grew as a hockey 
player, and it was great for a boy from 
a small town to meet new people and 
create new friendships.” She explained 
that the rules that govern BC Hockey 
don’t necessarily apply in spring 
hockey. Each tournament has its own 
set of rules. “The coaches have more 
freedom to create power play lines and 
penalty killing lines if they so desire,” 
she said. 

Adam Volansky of Nakusp (right), Elijah Havers of Kaslo (middle) and friend Ethan from 
Chase played together on BC Teameast this spring.
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Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work, 
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal

WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS
359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539

3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

COMMUNITY

• FRESH PRODUCE • FRESH BAKERY
• FRESH CUT MEATS • ORIENTAL/ITALIAN FOODS

j SALE PROGRAMS j
• WEEKLY FLYER ADS • MONTHLY “SAVE” PROGRAM

• SUPER “3 DAYS” SALE (ONCE A MONTH)
• IN-STORE SPECIALS (MANAGER’S PICK OF THE WEEK)

SINCE 1996
NEW DENVER • SILVERTON

Enter the Draw 
for a Bigway 
Pedal Car!

Contest ends 
July 31

KODA 
KODA means “loyal 
fr iend”. He is a 7 
month old neutered 
Lab / Malamute, a 
happy, friendly boy. 
Call KAAP at 250-551-
1053 or visit www.
h o m e s 4 a n i m a l s .
com for more info on 
adopting Koda.

Slocan Valley Legion #276 gives 
back to the community

Slocan Valley Legion President Pat Ashton presented a $2,000 cheque to the Slocan 
Community Library towards their Special Collections Project and towards a computer for 
public use in the library. Pictured (L to R) with Pat Ashton are library committee members 

Jean Patterson and Patricia McGreal along with Stewart McCuaig, librarian.

 Pat Ashton, president of the Slocan Valley Legion, presents a donation of $2,000 for a 
tandem bike for Pavillion residents to Nicki Hamilton, activity coordinator at the Pavillion, 

Slocan Community Health Centre. 

A donation of $2,000 from the Slocan Valley Legion was awarded to Slocan & District First 
Responders to go towards training and equipment. Pictured here are Pat Ashton, president 

of the Legion, and John Gates, administrator for the First Responders.

Legion President Pat Ashton presented a $475 cheque on behalf of the Slocan Valley Legion 
to WE Graham School for the purchase of a video camera to aid in teaching Rowan Baal, 

an autistic student. His parents and the school have seen a vast improvement in his learning 
with the aid of this camera. Pictured with Pat are Rowan and his teacher, Marj Jmaeff.

submitted
Whether you like to ride a 

skateboard, a bike or a big rubber 
ducky, then Slocan Valley Recreation 
might have something to keep your 
summer interesting. Kids to adults 
will find all kinds of great programs 
coming in the months ahead from 
the Fun Centre of the Slocan Valley!

For kids the summer will start off 
with golf lessons happening at the 
Valley View Golf Club and tennis 
lessons happening at Mt. Sentinel 
School. Both lessons are being run 
by area professionals.

The Birds, Bugs & Bees Summer 
Arts Week from July 11 to 15 brings 
in a variety of guest artists instructing 
two different age groups. Everything 
from felting to claywork to feather 

Summer means more fun in the Slocan Valley
art to bookmaking and breakdance 
will be featured. Also expect a lot 
of great surprises. The program 
has support from the Slocan Valley 
Arts Council and the Slocan Valley 
Legion to make it affordable.

If you’re into skateboarding, BC 
Action Adventures and the Black 
Russian Skate Team will be returning 
to Tenacity Skate Park in Slocan 
from July 18 to 22 for a third year. 
Lots of skate time, barbeques, road 
trips and swag like you wouldn’t 
believe. This class always fills up so 
sign up early.

Summer Swim Lessons will 
once again be happening at the 
Slocan Beach. The dates have been 
set back one week and run from July 
25 to August 5 to let the lake warm 
up a bit more. Blair Smith returns to 
teach everything from pre-schoolers 
to Level 6. Outdoor Babysitter 
Training is being offered at both the 

Bonnington Park and Slocan Beach 
as well! Rhythmic Dance combines 
sport with creativity and will be 
going on at Winlaw School in early 
August.

For adults, Shanoon Bennett 
will be hosting a summer edibles 
bike ride and Colin Payne will 
offer an in-depth day on nature 
photography. For the whole family 
the 17th annual Poker Float on the 
mighty meandering Slocan River 
is happening on Sunday August 7. 
Hop in your inflatable, put on a silly 
hat and join us for a friendly game 
of cards followed by live music and 
refreshments at the Winlaw Nature 
Park.

For more information on these 
programs, contact Slocan Valley 
Recreation at 250-226-0008, by 
email at slocanvalleyrec@rdck.bc.ca 
or join us on Facebook and stay in 
touch with everything.

Friends and neighbors, exciting news!!!! 

Munch More 
Foods

the house of woodoven pizzas 
and world cuisine

3635 Tonis Lane , Passmore

250-226-7779 
IS NOW OPEN FOR TAKE-OUT ORDERS OF

WOODOVEN PIZZAS, PASTAS, 
PASTRIES AND PANINI

NOW DELIVERING TO PASSMORE, VALLICAN AND SLOCAN PARK 
OPEN : Friday, Saturday and Sunday  4-8 pm

$279 Value
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by Jan McMurray
A new Sunday Market has 

started up in Crescent Valley on the 
Frog Peak Café property.

“I have been working on this 
since last summer, doing research 
and talking with fellow artists, 
business owners and anyone who 
may be interested in having an 
event like this in the community. 
The positive feedback propelled the 
dream into reality,” says Alina Skiba, 
market organizer.

Skiba has a studio upstairs at 

Sunday market starts up at Frog Peak Café in Crescent Valley
Frog Peak Café, where she designs 
and creates clothing and accessories. 
What with owning a business and 
keeping studio hours, she was finding 
it difficult to get out to the market. 
“After brainstorming with people in 
the community, I realized there was 
an opportunity not just for myself, 
but for other artists and business 
owners to come together. I decided 
to bring the market to my business!”

Skiba applied for funding to get 
the market started. “I would like to 
thank Slocan Valley Arts Council 

and CBT for being affiliated with 
this project and making it possible 
to get it off the ground.”

She also thanks Frog Peak Café 
and staff “for doing such a great 
job and providing this magical 
place for us to gather.” She says the 
café is already a place where locals 
and visitors come together. “This 
intimate setting is kid friendly and 
a perfect place to hang out in the 
sunshine, eat great food, listen to live 
music, and support local businesses,” 
she says.

Entertainment is provided 
at the Sunday Market by local 

musicians, and people can generally 
expect to find for sale there farm 
fresh produce, fresh flowers, fresh 
mushrooms, art, jewelry, pottery, 
clothing, and imports. There has 
also been a massage chair and face 
painting. “Each week the vendors are 
changing, so there is always going to 
be variety,” says Skina.

Skina has lived in the area 
for over four years, after quitting 
her career as a professional forest 
tech with extensive management 
experience “to live in paradise and 
pursue my dream of settling down 
and starting a business.” She is very 

pleased with the response to the 
market so far. “The event has come 
together nicely and I am open to 
learning and putting all of my effort 
into making it successful,” she says. 
“The people in this community are 
amazing, and I thank everyone for 
making this happen!”

The market will be open on 
Sundays from 9 am to 2 pm through 
to the end of August this year. Skina 
intends to continue the market in 
subsequent years, as well.

Call her at 250-505-8102 to 
register as a vendor or for more 
information.

A new market has started up this summer at the Frog Peak Café in Crescent Valley. Check it 
out every Sunday through to the end of August from 9 am to 2 pm.
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The Arrow Lakes Ambassadors after Nakusp’s Canada Day parade. L to R: Retiring 2010 2nd Ambassador Shaelynne Gresiuk, Kimberly Hill, Claudia Mang, Kiara McLean, 2011 3rd Ambassador Kylie Gardner, 2011 1st Ambassador Whitney 
Shkuratoff, 2011 2nd Ambassador Danielle Aeichele, 2011 Congeniality Winner Chelsea Fisher, Bailey Henschke, Rebecca Guidon, Morgan Leontowicz, Retiring 2010 1st Ambassador Rachel Wiebe.

Vern Hartman presented Kyla Smutny with the Youth Award at Silverton’s Canada Day celebration. Lucerne School Principal Natasha Miles introduced Kyla, 
who was a member of the student council, ran a dance school for children for two years in the community, and was Miss New Denver in 2009. Kyla has won 
several prestigious awards this year, including the BC Hydro Power Pioneer Youth Community Service Award, the Columbia Basin Trust Youth Community 

Service Award, the Selkirk College Board of Governors Secondary Graduates Award, and a Women Celebrating Young Women in the Arts Award.

Ken Butt celebrates after placing second in the 10K run for the Kaslo Canada Day Fun Run. 
Over $3,000 was raised at the event for the local charity, Helping Hand Trust. Special thanks to 
Karen Pidcock and Hazel Calder for raising the most money in pledges. There were a total of 

63 entrants in the event, which included a 5K walk and a 10K run.

These kids seemed magnetically attracted to the bear sculpture outside Kaslo’s Live Art Shop this July 1st.
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The 15th annual Summit Lake Walk/Run for Fun on July 10 had a record number of participants at 108, and raised a record $2,000 for the Arrow Lakes Hospital. 
Harry Santos, who came up with the idea for the walk around Summit Lake as a fundraiser 15 years ago, came to participate. Santos is from Kettle Falls and 
used to spend the entire summer at Three Islands Resort, the sponsor of the annual event. Santos loves to walk, and would regularly walk from the resort to 

Nakusp and back. This year, due to a washout on the rail trail at the south end of the lake, participants walked in from the north end to the 5 km mark and back.

Miss New Denver Danika Hammond cuts the Canada Day Cake with the help of Princesses 
Marlowe Riley and Mercedes Casely at Silveton’s July 1 celebrations.

What’s Canada Day without a parade? This is the Musicfest float at Nakusp’s July 1 celebrations. 
The 8th annual Nakusp Musicfest runs July 15-17. Tickets are available at the gate.



The Valley Voice July 13, 201114 COMMUNITY

by Art Joyce
A new electrical business, 

Wired by Alex Electrical 
Contracting Ltd., is offering 
its services to Slocan Valley 
customers. Owned by local 
electrician Alex Joseph, the 
business will provide both 
residential and commercial 
services, with a focus on 
residential.

Alex has been in the 
electrical industry for over 20 
years. He started off working 
with electrical components 
in the robotics industry. 
From there he moved into 
computer-navigated controls 
(CNC) and later worked 
as a laser technician. After 
moving to Canada and settling 
in the area, Alex built his 
own home and micro-hydro 
system. Wiring his own home 
in 2003 led to an electrical 
apprenticeship with Tim 
McCrory.

From there he worked 
at exclusive Sonora Island 
Resort, installing computer-
controlled high-end lighting 
systems. While living in 
Victoria he worked with a 
company specializing in 
re-wiring heritage homes. 
That job required special 
care while re-wiring whole 
homes without breaking the 
drywall and knowledge of 
old-fashioned knob and tube 
open wiring.

“We prided ourselves on 
the customer being able to live 

Wired by Alex offers wide array of electrical services
comfortably in their homes 
during the renovations and not 
having to redecorate when we 
were finished.”

A l t e r n a t i v e  e n e rg y 
is another focus of the 
business. Alex has expertise 
in residential micro-hydro and 
is working with a Victoria firm 
that provides both solar and 
micro-hydro systems. He runs 
a small micro-hydro system 
at his home in Rosebery – a 
true run-of-the-river system 
with no damming of the 
stream. He is one of a few 
contractors whose system has 
been approved under the BC 
Hydro net metering program. 

“With micro-hydro, in 
the under 50 kilowatt size, 
there’s only been a handful 
of people in BC who have 
been successful at obtaining 
that approval,” he says. 
Through the net metering 
program, alternative energy 
products can be used to offset 
residential electrical bills.

Alex is seeing that some of 
his customers are concerned 
about electromagnetic fields 
from the proliferation of 
electronic appliances. For 
these clients Alex can install 
demand-sensing relays – an 
electrical switch that only 
turns on the circuit when 
power is needed.

Also, the new much-
improved generation of LED 
bulbs has arrived. To get a 
sense of how warm the light 

is from these bulbs, check out 
the new restaurant in New 
Denver, Rory’s on Main. 
Wired by Alex would like to 
inform commercial customers 
that they may be eligible for 
a BC Hydro rebate program, 
which makes switching 
to these bulbs very cost-
effective. The bulbs come 
with a three-year warranty 
and use a fraction of the power 
of traditional incandescent 
bulbs. LED bulbs can be 
used with standard dimmers 
– something you can’t do 
with normal CFL bulbs, which 
are less efficient and have 
mercury as a waste product.

A benefit of being “Wired 
by Alex” is that Alex does the 
work himself so he is able to 
keep a close eye on quality. He 
is happy to involve his clients 
if they’re interested in learning 
more about how the electrical 
systems in their homes work. 
If they want to save money 
they can even work with him 
during installation. 

“I am trying to keep a 
small, tight service where 
people can always add to a 
job as future needs present 
themselves. I don’t have 
a big staff to try and keep 
track of.”  This makes Alex 
flexible, affordable and easy 
to do business with. Wired 
by Alex can be reached at 
250 358 7721 or by email 
at wiredbyalexelectrical@
gmail.com.

Government Certified, Bonded, Fully Insured

Electrical Contracting, Ltd.
New Construction • Troubleshooting

Renovations • Service Upgrades

submitted
Katja Oljuscha Grunther 

will be exhibiting her stunning 

Photographer Katja Grunther to exhibit at Studio Connexion
photographs  a t  S tudio 
Connexion in Nakusp, July 
6-31. The gallery is located at 

203 Fifth Avenue and is open 
Wednesday to Sunday from 
noon to 4 pm. 

A l t h o u g h  s t i l l  a n 
emerging artist, Grunther 
is making fast strides in her 
career as a photographer. Last 
year, her work was included 
on one of the world’s most 
respected website galleries 
– Photography-Now.net. Her 
work has been showcased two 
years in a row at one of the 
largest photography festivals 
in the world – Toronto’s 
CONTACT festival – and 
several of her pieces have 
won juried contests to be 
included in three shows in the 
US. Grunther answered some 
questions about her creative 
work for the Valley Voice. 

What made you want to 
pick up a camera?

I first picked up a camera 
when I was 17 years old. I was 
struck by colour and line, text 
and tone. I just photographed 
everything that struck me 

in some way. And it’s really 
something, to look back at 
those early photographs – 
in many ways they are an 
indication of just how much 
I’ve changed over the years, 
and how much I had to learn. 

What draws you toward 
photography as a means of 
expression now?

Sometimes I almost feel 
I can’t help myself – I see 
light pouring through a field 
of wildflowers, a dewdrop 
refracting the sky on a single 
daisy petal, or the ripple and 
glitter of a lake, and all I 
feel is, how can I capture 

that. How can I make a 
photograph of something that 
is so fleeting, so ephemeral? 
And so I take hundreds of 
images. And often out of those 
hundreds, only two or three 
have something of the quality 
I felt when I looked at that 
radiant field, that shimmer 
of light.

How would you describe 
your photographs?

In many ways they’re 
based on a single premise – 
the beauty that I see in nature. 
Yet they encompass a variety 
of genres – from abstract 
to still life, from vignette 

to landscape. I’m really not 
very good at describing my 
own work. I’d rather people 
come and see it, and form 
their own opinion. Freeman 
Patterson, the well-known 
Canadian photographer, did 
once say of my work that I 
seem to have “a beautiful 
sense of the ephemeral.” In an 
increasingly difficult world, I 
hope that that will always be 
my guiding star, one which I 
hope to be able to follow to 
the end of my days.

To see more of Grunther’s 
work visit www.lumescence.
com. 

Alex Joseph provides electrical services to residents and businesses in the Slocan Valley and surrounding area.

Photographer Katja Oljuscha Grunther will exhibit her stunning images at 
Nakusp’s Studio Connexion until July 31. 
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by Michael Dorsey
• BC Hydro’s Larry Haffner and 

Mary Anne Coules attended to speak 
on the power outages of January 1 and 
7, 2011.

Assets Manager Haffner, from 
Vancouver, stated the January 7 incident 
was caused by a tree contacting the 
transmission and feeder lines at the same 
time, overloading the transmission line. 

Neither Haffner nor Coules could 
address the January 1 incident involving a 
series of rapid on-offs. Their speculations 
included a possible transmission line 
contact causing the relay to trip and 
reset continually, and if the power did 
not exceed 75 percent out, the circuit 
protection would not operate.

Haffner noted Hydro has spent a 
quarter of a million dollars on vegetation 
management on the Nakusp/New Denver 
line in the last three years and said there 
was “no possible way to eliminate all the 
risks.” An underground system would be 
“unbelievably expensive.”

Council members asked questions, 
including why Hydro had not paid the 
damages to all those who claimed. 

New Denver council, June 28: BC Hydro addresses power outages
Hydro stated that it was “being worked 
on,” and confirmed that no claim over 
$1,000 would be paid. Wright pointed 
out that many of the claimants suffered 
losses over $1,000 and asked why 
another $30,000 could not be applied. 
Coules responded, “We didn’t need to 
do this at all.”

Councillor Bunka noted there had 
been eight power outages of over 
one hour already this year, and the 
service was not getting better. Haffner 
responded, “I can understand it after 
seeing the lines – which we consider 
not too bad, and will work to mitigate 
the risks.”

Mayor Wright addressed the tree 
pruning done in the municipality, noting 
the power outages are usually caused in 
rural areas. He asked if New Denver, 
Silverton and Nakusp only have 15-foot 
trees, will the service get any better? 
Haffner responded by saying Hydro had 
not addressed “every problem, but will 
eliminate one then move to another.” He 
stated the municipal trees were the worst 
hazard, and council pointed out that this 
was not true.

In response to council’s request for 
a record of the outage locations, Haffner 
said that often the crews did not note 
where a situation occurred, and what 
record existed “would not necessarily 
show location.”

• Unfortunately, the BC Hydro 
representatives left before the second 
delegation, Julia Greenlaw and 
Norbert Duerichen, presented their 
concerns about the BC Hydro smart 
meter program. Their report included 
data on health, safety and security 
problems with the meters. They noted 
that hard-wired smart meters are readily 
available. Greenlaw spoke about the 
lack of oversight by the BC Utilities 
Commission on the BC Hydro program, 
the lack of public input, and Hydro’s 
refusal to discuss the issue. She noted 
that there were many concerns in other 
jurisdictions regarding wireless smart 
meters as well, and asked council to pass 
a resolution requesting the Province to 
call for a moratorium on the installation.

Administrator Gordon noted that 
even though the Village was informed 
the installations would begin in June 

2012, they were already being installed 
in 2011.

Council resolved that: “Whereas 
there are credible concerns about the 
safety of ‘smart meters’ operating in 
homes; and whereas these meters will 
be placed without consent; and whereas 
there are negative economic effects in 
terms of job loss and increased cost; 
now therefore, the Village of New 
Denver is requesting the Province of 
BC to implement a moratorium on their 
installation, until all health and safety 
issues have been resolved, and the meters 
operate safely in all respects.”

• Council decided to remove the 
signs regarding tree vandalism on 
Bellevue Street and Mori Trail, as the 
trees have been removed and the trail 
is usable. 

• Administrator Gordon reported 
on the water tank, noting that a new 
caulking compound had been applied 
to the seam where the tank and concrete 
meet, as well as to the apron. She stated 
it would take three weeks to cure, then 
the reservoir will be refilled.

Gordon also reported that the graffiti 
had been removed from the heritage sign 
and pullout area, and crews will address 
the vegetation around the signs.

• Councillor Bunka reported on 
RDCK news. The five transit systems 
operated by Arrow & Slocan Lake 
Community Services are amalgamating. 

This means all areas will share costs and 
have a better pool of vehicles. There 
will be a meeting in August regarding 
costs. The Slocan Valley Economic 
Development Commission will fund the 
printing of the Chamber of Commerce 
brochure.

• Council resolved that “RDCK staff 
investigate other options and sources 
for 911 services in conjunction with 
the renegotiation process.” Council is 
concerned about the increased costs of 
the 911 service and RDCK’s lack of 
control over them.

• Council directed staff to set up a 
meeting with the MEPP Coordinator, 
Assistant Regional Water Manager, DFO 
and Public Works Committee to discuss 
options for vegetation management on 
Carpenter Creek channel and dikes.

• Staff was directed to request a 
meeting with the Minister responsible 
for BC Hydro regarding Smart Meters, 
and with the Minister of Forests, Lands 
and Natural Resources regarding dike 
operation and maintenance. These 
meetings will occur at the UBCM 
conference this fall.

• The New Denver Reading Centre 
Annual Report was received, and a letter 
of thanks will be sent to Chair Agnes 
Emary and the volunteers. Council 
approved a $960 grant-in-aid for the 
centre in light of provincial government 
funding cuts.

submitted
On Sunday, June 12, the Slocan 

Valley Outriders Association (SVOA) 
held a fundraiser for Cole Hoodicoff 
and Corbin Lew. These two boys, both 
from Castlegar, are suffering from 
serious health issues. Participants in 
the fundraiser held by SVOA gathered 
sponsors and then rode the beautiful 
rail trail from Lemon Creek to the 
Slocan Valley Outriders’ riding grounds 

Slocan Valley Outriders ride for Cole and Corbin
in Slocan. A concession lunch was 
available, followed by a lively auction 
of two flower baskets.

SVOA wishes to thank all the 
riders and their sponsors, Four Seasons 
Greenhouse for the donation of the flower 
baskets, Dawn Anderson and Alondra 
Burton for running the concession, and 
Rory Lindsay and Dennis Stefanik for 
trail maintenance. We are pleased to 
report this enjoyable day raised $800.
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Life 
Matters

with Debbie 
Pereversoff

WANTED 
TO BUY: 

CEDAR AND 
PINE POLES
John Shantz

• 250-308-7941 (cell)

Please contact: Gorman 
Brothers Lumber Ltd.

250-547-9296

Savings plans 
for the disabled

In late 2008, the federal 
government introduced a new type 
of savings plan especially designed 
for children and adults with physical 
or mental disabilities. This plan 
is called the Registered Disability 
Savings Plan or RDSP.

There has been very little 
mentioned about the features and 
benefits of the RDSP and hopefully 
this column will get people motivated 
to see how it could work for them. 
The RDSP will allow money to be 
invested for the long-term financial 
security of a disabled child or adult 
on a tax-deferred basis until it is 
withdrawn no later than their age 60.

For someone to qualify for the 
RDSP, they must be eligible for 
the Disability Tax Credit and have 
submitted a Form T2201, Disability 
Tax Credit Certificate to the Canada 
Revenue Agency. The two basic 
conditions are that (1) the disability 
has lasted (or is likely to last) at 
least 12 months and (2) their ability 
to carry out basic activities of daily 
living are significantly restricted. 

The beauty of the Registered 
Disability Savings Plan is that the 
federal government will match 
contributions by providing Canada 
Disability Savings Grants and Bonds 

based on the net income of the family 
(in the case of a dependent child) or 
the net income of the disabled adult.

In one particular case, my client 
who is a disabled 45-year-old woman 
met the eligibility requirements for 
the RDSP.  Because of the nature of 
her disability, she did not have the 
financial means to contribute to the 
RDSP herself.  However, her father 
was able to put the maximum $1,500 
annual contribution into an RDSP 
investment plan.  

The Canada Disability Savings 
Grant amount depends on the size of 
the annual contribution, as well as the 
family net income. Canadians with 
family incomes under $75,769 who 
deposit at least $1,500 can receive 
the maximum $3,500 grant. Families 
whose net income is $37,885 or less 
will also receive annual Canada 
Disability Savings Bonds of up to 
$1,000 towards the RDSP.

In the case of the disabled 
adult daughter, the income was 
based on her own income, which 
was less than $20,000 per year. 
Since 2009, the father has made 
an annual $1,500 contribution into 
the Registered Disability Savings 
Plan for a total out-of-pocket cost 
of $4,500 so far. The government 
has since contributed a $3,500 grant 
and another $1,000 bond – each 
and every year – for a grand total 
of $13,500 of FREE MONEY that 
has been added to the plan! Pretty 
sweet, huh?

These government grants and 
bonds can be received until the year 
the beneficiary turns 49. If an RDSP 
account is set up for a very young 

disabled child, there could be a 
maximum lifetime grant to $70,000 
and a maximum lifetime bond to 
$20,000.

The contributions, grants and 
bonds are allowed to be invested, 
and the interest, capital gains and/or 
dividend growth generated within the 
RDSP plan is considered tax-exempt 
until withdrawn. When earnings are 
withdrawn, they are taxable in the 
hands of the beneficiary and likely 
to be taxed at a lower rate. 

If you haven’t opened up an 
RDSP yet, it’s not too late. If your 
loved one has qualified for the 
disability tax credit since 2008, there 
is now an opportunity to catch up. 
As of January this year, the Canada 
Disability Savings Grant and Bond 
entitlements can be carried forward. 
If you open an RDSP you can now 
contribute $1,500 for each missed 
year from 2008, 2009 and 2010 for 
your total of $4,500. This catch-
up contribution could result in the 
government providing a lump sum 
grant payment of up to $10,500 plus 
up to $3,000 in a government bond. 
That’s like getting more than a 300 
percent return on your money. The 
RDSP is meant to provide long-term 
savings and no withdrawals should 
be made until 10 years AFTER 
the last contribution, otherwise 
the grants and the bonds would 
need to be paid back. If you know 
of someone who is physically or 
mentally disabled – under the age 
of 49 – then they or their caregivers 
need to know about this Registered 
Disability Savings Plan.

There is a brief questionnaire 

to help see if they qualify and the 
Disability Tax Certificate application 
forms are available from the Canada 
Revenue Agency. Please remember 
that application forms can take 
several weeks to process. You have 
up to December 31 of each year 
to get the contribution into the 
Registered Disability Savings Plan.  

This is an opportunity that should 
not be missed as it gives our disabled 
citizens the rights and privileges of 
having a savings plan in place that 
WILL NOT impact their government 
assistance programs. 

Anyone can contribute to an 
RDSP with the written permission 
of the plan holder. Contributions 
may come from family members, 
friends or plan holders themselves 
– basically, anyone who would like 
to invest in the person’s long-term 
financial security. I urge you to visit 
their website at www.cra-arc.gc.ca 

or call 1-800-959-8281.
Debbie Pereversoff CFP CPCA 

is a financial planner with Assante 
Financial Management Ltd. and 
her company The Affolter Financial 
Group Inc. in Castlegar, BC.

submitted
For those who like their music 

eclectic and well-spiced with plenty 
of world beat seasonings, Lehera is 
just the ticket to get your hips shakin’. 
On Friday, July 22, the band will be 
playing at the Silverton Gallery with 
Spontaneous Combustion as opening 
act, featuring Nelson-based sax player 
Marty Carter.

“The music has the rigorous qualities 
of classical music and is also marked 
with the liberties that make up funk, folk 
and modern music,” says Joyce Janvier-
Gagnon of CBC Radio-Canada.

Lehera bandleader Mick ‘Prashant’ 
John is a former New Denverite, excited 
to be back after a 15-year absence. 
Lehera is an award-winning international 
dance band featuring stellar musicians 
from India and Switzerland. For its 
debut album Heartsky, the band has 
won the Independent Music Vox Populi 
Award, the JPF award, and are one of 11 
finalists in the International Songwriting 
Competition, all in the world music 
category for 2010 and 2011.

At the Silverton Gallery, Lehera’s 
set will be preceded by one of Prashant’s 
favourite Kootenay musicians, Marty 
Carter, who will play his upcoming 
Shambhala set and sit in with the band 
for a few solos. If Prashant has his way, 
the concert will turn into a joyful highly 
danceable collaboration with everyone 
playing along with some of Marty’s 
bed tracks and loops. They will rock 
till closing time, 1 am, so bring your 
dancing shoes.

David King, who has recorded 

World beat band Lehera coming to Silverton Gallery, July 22
and performed with such greats as 
Tina Turner, Dizzy Gillespie, Laurie 
Anderson, Elton John, Jimmy Smith, 
and Bobby McFerrin, found the band’s 
demo music on myspace and contacted 
them. He ended up volunteering to play 

bass on two tracks of Heartsky. 
“I firmly believe in the Lehera 

project. It has a lot of energy and is well 
played,” says King. Diana Stewart-
Imbert, Artistic Director, Vancouver 
World Music Collectives, said of the 

album, “Wow! I love it! I played it three 
times in a row.”

As part of its July tour the band 
will perform several dates in Ontario, 
including Hamilton, Sunfest in 
London and the Blue Skies Festival in 

Clarendon, Ontario. On the west coast 
they will appear at the Vancouver Island 
MusicFest, and some venues on the Gulf 
Islands and in Vancouver.

For more information visit www.
lehera.net or cdbaby.com. 

submitted
Linda Dixon will be showing her 

textile art, From the Ground, July 11-16 
with a reception on Wednesday, July 
13 from 7 to 9 pm with Paul Gibbons 
providing musical entertainment. The 
title of the show refers to the subjects 
taken from farming and associated 
rituals of Mother Earth. Dixon’s 
complex process produces stunning 
results combining hand-dying, printing 
and etching. She uses these fabrics in a 
collage to make quilts, wall hangings, 
cushions, bags, potholders and more. 
Each piece is original from design to 
completion.

Wildlife photographer Jim Lawrence 
returns to the Hidden Garden Gallery 
July 18-23, with a reception featuring 
Danika Hammond and Friends on July 
21, 7-9 pm. Lawrence recently scored 
the prestigious People’s Choice Award at 
this year’s Kootenay Camera Club event, 
selected from 330 high-quality entries.

Recognized as a master of his trade, 
Lawrence spends hundreds of hours 
each year searching and waiting for the 
precise moment when the subject, the 
light and the feeling all come together. 
Over 50 years of rambling about the 
Lardeau Valley have taught him much 
about life, wildness and beauty. With 

Hidden Garden Gallery continues exciting, eclectic season of shows
shelves crammed full of books about 
animals and birds, Lawrence stresses the 
importance of knowing the subject and 
fragility of their habitat before entering 
their home. 

Lawrence’s images are gathered at 
www.kootenayreflections.com and a 
slide show can be viewed on YouTube 
under Kootenay Life http://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=eqFUTkcSVpM.

The Hidden Garden Gallery is open 
Monday through Saturday, 10 am-3 pm 
all summer. It is conveniently located at 
803 Kildare Street, New Denver, beside 
Ann’s Natural Foods. 

submitted by Diana Hartog
Stranded in Nice, photographer 

Patrizia Menton wanted only to come 
home to Canada. News was that the 
winter had been exceptionally mild, 
the snow in Hills had retreated early, 
and neighbours were planting their 
gardens. It was April 2010, and her 
British Airways flight sat on the tarmac, 
grounded along with thousands of 
planes all over Europe because of 
Iceland’s volcano spewing ash high into 
the atmosphere. A day’s delay turned 
into four. – While the sky above Nice 
remained brilliantly blue.

Patrizia walked all over the city, 
camera in hand, exploring the public 
gardens. “I had gardens on my mind, 
and wanted to surround myself with 
leaves and green and spring.”

L u s h  v e g e t a t i o n  i n  t h e 
Mediterranean light drew her to the 
grounds of the Massena Museum of art 
and History. As well, the walk from her 
hotel to the Phoenix Botanical Garden 

Patrizia Menton to exhibit at the Hidden Garden Gallery
became a daily one, where a humid 
jungle of tropical and exotic plants 
filled a glass conservatory. She visited 
in the morning. She visited in late 
afternoon, to catch the Mediterranean 
light at a different angle, and the 
dazzling colours.

Up Close in Nice, a selection of the 
images captured, will be on display at 

the Hidden Garden Gallery from July 25 
through the 30th, reception Wednesday 
evening, July 27 from 7 to 9 pm, with 
music by Howard Bearham and friends.

Patrizia Menton’s work is 
also available at Chiaroscuro, her 
photographic gallery located in Hills, 
and open every summer since 1996, in 
her beautiful garden.

submitted 
To celebrate the generous spirit of 

community giving, join Diane Perry 
for Spread the Love, an exhibition of 
friendship quilts at the Silverton Gallery 
from July 25 to 30, 12-4 pm. There will 
be an opening reception July 27, from 7 
to 9 pm, with Richard Burton on piano.

A friendship quilt is a unique art 
form that combines the art and talent 
of many people into a tactile treasure. 
“Fourteen years ago, a friend was 
expecting her first baby,” explains Perry. 
“She was also new to the valley. I was 

Friendship quilts to exhibit at Silverton Gallery
talking to Fran Wallis and we decided 
to organize and sew a friendship quilt 
to welcome her and her baby. We chose 
fabric, found participants, distributed 
and collected the decorated squares, and 
finally assembled the quilt. That was the 
first of many.” In the ensuing years, Perry 
has organized and sewn 34 of these quilts 
for friends and family both near and far. 
The recipients have been kind enough 
to loan their quilts for this exhibition. 
Spread the Love will gather at least 25 of 
these unique creations for the Silverton 
Gallery show.
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Real Estate in Kaslo and 
North Kootenay Lake 
www.century21kaslo.com 
kul@century21kaslo.com 

250-505-4722
Century21 Mountainview Realty Ltd.

Open Daily
6:30 am to 

8:00 pm
– Licensed –

Located at the Heart of 
Front Street • 353-2955

“Best Eggs Benedict Ever”
“Mexican, Salads, 

Dinners, Wraps & Stir-Fry

• Fresh Meat Cut Daily
• Fresh & Frozen Seafood
• Freezer Packs
• Deli Sandwiches to go
• Awesome Cheese Selection
• Fresh & Smoked Sausage
• Smoked Salmon
• Awesome Beef Jerky
• Custom Cutting
• Weekly Instore Specials

Come see us for that special gift you 
just won’t find anywhere else. We 
gather a great selection of products 
from near and far and are now open 
7 days a week.

Front St, Kaslo • 250-353-2566
Toll-free 1-866-706-2566

by Jan McMurray
• Max Radford and Colin Biggar 

attended to inform council about the 
Loki Music Festival, being held by 
True Blue Productions on the Radford 
property near the airport July 1-3. 

They reported they had hired the 
same security company that Shambhala 
Music Festival hires (Chaden Burke 
Co.). Also, they said they had 50 
clean-up staff, three first aid staff, 
proper insurance, an adequate number 
of portapotties and adequate septic 
arrangements. The health inspector was 
coming to inspect the site the next day. 
They said the stage and platforms had 
all been built to code. People attending 
the festival were to be 16 years of 
age or older, and minors would need 
someone over 19 to take responsibility 
for them and sign a document to that 
effect. Picture ID would be required 
at the gate. 

“We’re trying to prove ourselves 
this year,” said Biggar.

Councillor Leathwood asked how 
drugs and alcohol would be handled. 
They said the security people were 
trained to deal with it, and that they 
would get the police involved if need 

Kaslo council, June 28: Lokifest organizers attend as delegation
be.

Councillor Leathwood suggested 
that in future, the festival organizers 
contact council sooner. “This would 
alleviate the concerns in the village,” 
she said.

• Kaslo Jazz Etc. Society wrote to 
inform council that the delivery date 
for the new floating stage is July 23, 
and to ask for a long-term lease on 
the foreshore tenure that the Village 
has just secured for this purpose. This 
was referred to the Municipal Services 
Committee. They also asked if they 
could use the shoreline area beside the 
waste water treatment plant to unload 
the sections of the stage and bolt them 
together. This was referred to Public 
Works.

• Vice-President of AKBLG Andy 
Shadrack emailed to inform council 
that the motion Kaslo had submitted 
to the AKBLG convention regarding 
jurisdiction over water bodies was being 
returned. “The AKBLG Executive is of 
the opinion that it is not in the interest 
of the membership as a whole to ask 
the Province to grant jurisdiction over 
lakes and water bodies in general to 
local governments. We understand that 
Kaslo’s boundaries actually extend out 
into the water of Kootenay Lake, which 
we believe is an anomaly as compared 
to most communities,” states Shadrack. 

• Council received notification 
that the application for Towns for 
Tomorrow funding for streetlight 
replacement was rejected.

• A $45,100 quote was accepted 

from JDQ Engineering to do the 
geothermal system design and 
construction management for the 
Kemball Memorial Centre.

• The quote from North Kootenay 
Construction to build the campground 
washrooms for $126,500 was accepted. 
Louis Alaric’s quote of $101,000 was 
previously accepted, but Alaric was 
unable to fulfill the contract as awarded. 

• Council received notification 
that funding is now available for 
operational fuel treatments through 
UBCM. They also received an email 
from John Addison, indicating that 
he would like the Village to apply for 
funding to carry out the work outlined 
in the recently completed prescriptions. 
This was referred to the Development 
Services Committee, which is to meet 
with Addison.

• The operator of the restaurant 
at the Kaslo Golf Club has applied to 
the Province for a change to the liquor 
licence to allow for entertainment. The 
application requires council approval. 
This was referred to the Development 
Services Committee meeting after a 
lengthy discussion. 

A motion to approve the application 
was  defea ted  by  Counci l lors 
Leathwood and Hewat and Mayor 
Lay. Councillor Leathwood argued 
for consistency in council’s process, 
pointing out that neighbours had been 
polled and a meeting had taken place 
with applicants in the past. Councillor 
Frary felt that with no neighbours 
within 60 metres of the establishment, 

approval could be granted right away. 
Council finally decided to invite the 
operator to the Development Services 
Committee meeting on July 7 and to 
give the committee the power to act 
on this item.

At the committee meeting, the 
application was given approval, 
provided entertainment is restricted to 
indoors; the noise bylaw is respected; 
music is infrequent; and the primary 
use continues to be food.

• The Kaslo Logger Sports 
Committee is ready to proceed with 
building the new seating at the grounds. 
They submitted a sketch of the plans 
and a cost estimate, and requested 
approval and support from the Village. 
Council endorsed the plans, subject to 
approval of ownership of the grounds. 
It has recently come to light that the 
grounds may be on Crown land, not 
Village land.

The sketch shows five rows of 
terraced seating at a cost of $17,000. 
The letter from the committee states 
that they have approximately $18,000 
for the project, and that there will be 
volunteer labour and equipment.

• The Kaslo Mountain Bike Club 
wrote to ask permission to hold a Youth 
Mountain Bike program at the Logger 
Sports grounds August 5-13. The 
request came with a letter of support 
from the Logger Sports Committee. 
Council approved the request, subject to 
approval of ownership of the grounds. 
Also, access to lighthouse beach must 
not be obstructed. Janis Lampimaki of 

the club will be invited to attend the 
next Development Services Committee 
meeting to provide details about the 
program.

•  As recommended by the 
Municipal Services Committee, 
$1,000 will be reallocated in the 
2011 operating budget from council 
expenses to provide matching funding 
for the Community Tourism grant. The 
committee is looking into whether or 
not directional signage is an acceptable 
use of the funding.

• The Village will purchase a 
fire hazard rating sign at a cost of 
approximately $180, and ask the Fire 
Department to keep it updated.

• Councillor Leathwood reported 
that the Raid the North Extreme 
(RTNX) group had booked the park 
for 200 tenters on July 23, and that 
the campground is also full that night. 
The campground attendant had asked 
if council would consider paying half 
the pumping fees for the portapotties 
that will be provided for RTNX. Much 
discussion ensued about the ‘no fee 
waiver’ policy and the arrangement 
with the campground contractor 
whereby the contractor keeps 70 
percent of earnings and submits 30 
percent to the Village. In the end, 
council decided to provide portable 
toilets as an in kind contribution to 
RTNX, and that the pumping and 
discharge into the sewer treatment 
plant will be paid for out of the group’s 
camping fees, with the remaining fees 
divided 70-30 as usual.

by Jan McMurray
The Kaslo & District Community 

Forest Society re-hashed the issue 
of community disbursements at an 
extraordinary general meeting held 
July 6.

The meeting was requisitioned 
by 30 members who signed a petition 
expressing dissatisfaction with the 
voting procedures for the disbursement 
resolutions at the recent AGM held in 
April.

The results of the voting held at the 
requisitioned meeting on July 6 were 
opposite to the results of the vote at the 
2011 AGM, and more like the results of 
the vote on the same issue at the 2010 
AGM. Community disbursements will 
now go back to being calculated on a 
per cubic metre amount rather than on 
a percentage of profits.

At the July 6 meeting, members 
voted 35-7 to allocate $2 per cubic 
metre of timber harvested to community 
dividends. They also voted 30-14 
to commit $1 per cubic metre to the 
legacy fund. 

They voted against (36-7) the 
resolution committing 20 percent of 
profits to community disbursements 
plus 20 percent of profits to the legacy 
fund each year. At the April 2011 AGM, 
this same resolution was declared 
passed by a very close vote (47-45) 
carried out by a show of hands. This 
was the vote which was doubted by 
several members and which triggered 
the requisitioning of the July 6 meeting.

At the July 6 meeting, voting took 
place by secret ballot. At the April 
2011 AGM, then Board Chair Steve 
Anderson explained that the KDCFS 
bylaws allow for a member to ask for a 

Kaslo Community Forest membership reverses decision on disbursements
vote on whether or not voting will occur 
by ballot. According to KDCFS Board 
Chair John Addison, ballots were 
handed out to members upon arrival at 
the July 6 requisitioned meeting. 

“That seemed the simplest way to 
ensure that ballots would be in people’s 
hands, should ballots be required,” said 
Addison. “The advertisement for the 
extraordinary general meeting made 
it clear that the membership would 
be asked whether they would prefer 
to vote by ballot or by show of hands. 
After the July 6 meeting was convened, 
the chair asked the membership about 
voting, and one member moved that 
voting should be by ballot. Only one 
member present indicated that he was 
against the ballot format for voting.” 
Addison added that 51 ballots were 
handed out.

He said that most people voted 
right away and left the meeting without 
staying around for the discussion. 

Discussion on the third resolution, 
calling for $1 per cubic metre to be 
placed “in the newly established legacy 
fund within CFNKL [Community 
Fund of North Kootenay Lake]…” 
resulted in an amendment to the 
resolution to remove all reference to 
CFNKL. Reportedly, KDCFS secretary 
Erika Bird proposed the amendment. 
The chair asked Bruce Freeman, the 
originator of the resolution, if he was 
agreeable with the friendly amendment. 
When Freeman agreed, the amendment 
stood.

At this point, it is reported that a 
member asked, as a point of order, how 
voting could proceed on the resolution 
when so many people had already 
voted on the unamended version. 

Apparently, confusion ensued. In any 
case, Addison reports that all ballots 
cast were counted.

He says that the society’s bylaws, 
and the Society Act itself, are silent on 
the subject of amending resolutions. The 
committee of the board that organized 
the meeting decided ahead of time to 
allow friendly amendments that did 
not change the intent of the resolution. 
Addison said the committee had 
considered refusing amendments from 
the floor at the July 6 meeting “But that 
seemed at the time – ironically, now in 
hindsight – likely to cause a fuss. So the 
decision was made that amendments 
should be allowed, and that the chair 
should consider an amendment valid 
if the mover of the original resolution 

agreed that the intent of the resolution 
remained intact,” he said.

Addison explained that the 
amendment was introduced because 
it has become apparent that CFNKL 
is somewhat restricted on the types of 
groups it can disburse funds to. “The 
amendment was suggested so as not to 
limit the resolution to one single fund 
manager,” said Addison. “The intent 
of the resolution, that $1 per cubic 
metre would go to a legacy fund, was 
not changed.”

He said he has been informed that 
a letter to the board is being written 
to dispute this amendment. “That 
letter will be addressed at the earliest 
opportunity – likely at our next regular 
board meeting,” said Addison.

Longtime Kaslo resident and musician George McCuaig performed at the Kaslo Hotel for the 
first annual Kaslo Folk Festival on the Canada Day weekend.
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   CALL FOR 
   TENDER
Interested parties are requested to submit a Sealed Tender 
Price to the Village of Nakusp for the work of: Installing 
approximately 30 meters of 200 mm and 300 mm pipe onto 
the Kuskanax Bridge.  Most pipe and hardware is supplied by 
the Village.  

Bonding is required.  Contract documents are available 8 am 
– 3 pm from:  Village of Nakusp, Public Works Office, 1325 
Hot Springs Rd, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0.  There is a $50 fee 
for documents.  Closing date and time is July 26, 2011 at 3 pm 
at the Public Works Office. Late submissions will be returned 
unopened. 

INVITATION TO TENDER
ADDITION TO THE CENTENNIAL BUILDING

Sealed tenders clearly marked “Arrow Lakes Historical Society” “Addition to 
the Centennial Building” will be received by Arrow Lakes Historical Society 
of Nakusp up to 3 pm local time August 3rd at the Arrow Lakes Historical 
Society office via courier to 92 - 7th Ave. NW Nakusp BC or via mail to Box 
819 Nakusp BC V0G 1R0. Attention: Milton Parent Project Manager.

Tender documents may be obtained by contractors upon payment of a 
refundable deposit of twenty dollars by cash or certified cheque to the Arrow 
Lakes Historical Society office at 92 - 7th Ave. Nakusp on Tuesday or Thursday 
from 10-3 - or by appointment - call Milton Parent at 250-265-3323.  Major 
points of work consists of:
 
 - two storey addition - wood frame construction
 - 3800 square feet total to house archives office on the top 
  floor and shared storage on the ground floor

Work schedule may consist of various phases of construction consistent with 
funding. Successful bidder must accept these conditions. 

Be willing to accept carpenters in training through the Job Creation Program.

The Arrow Lakes Historical Society reserves the full right, in its sole discretion 
and according to its own judgment of its best interest to:

 - Reject any or all Tenders;
 - Waive any defect or deficiency in a Tender which does not 
  materially affect the Tender or prejudice the fairness of 
  the Tender process;
 - Accept any Tender most favorable to the interest of the Arrow 
  Lakes Historical Society.

The lowest or any Tender will not necessarily be accepted. In no event shall the 
Arrow Lakes Historical Society be liable for a Tenderer’s cost of preparing a Tender. 

Rory’s on 
Main

• Licensed Restaurant •

New Denver

Opening 
July 21

Thurs - Monday 5-10 pm

Call 358-2449 for 
reservations

submitted
Hands On For the Arts 2011 Silent 

Auction and Raffle will be celebrating 
it ninth anniversary and looking 
forward to raising money towards 
local fine arts programs. Once again, 
the Hands On For the Arts fundraising 
committee is seeking donations from 
artists, businesses and individuals until 
August 4. This is a unique opportunity 
to support an outstanding cultural 
program. The committee invites you to 
contribute an item or service that you’d 
like to donate towards Valhalla Fine 
Arts, a local organization that has been 
offering high quality arts programs to 
children and adults for 13 years. 

Items to donate could be a 
photograph, painting, CD, weaving, 
special book, jewelry, painted clothing, 
sculpture, wooden carving, or a 
weekend for two at a B&B, and so on. 
Donation items can be dropped off at the 
Cup and Saucer in Silverton, Monday to 
Saturday, 8 am to 4 pm before August 
4 or at Lucerne School on August 
4 between 4 and 7 pm. Traditional 
monetary donations are also accepted. If 
you would like to donate, please contact 
Katharine Dickerson at 250-358-2427. 

Donors can request a tax receipt. All 
donors will receive an invitation to the 
opening reception on Sunday, August 7 
for a preview of the auction items and 
refreshments.

On August 7, from 3 to 5 pm, 
the Hands On For the Arts launches 
the Silent Auction with an opening 
reception at its new location: Lucerne 
School (604 7 Avenue, New Denver, 
BC). August 8 to 11, from 10 am to 
5 pm, everyone is invited to view the 
numerous items up for bidding and 
raffle baskets. There will be many 
unique offerings to bid on. Bids will 
close Thursday, August 11 at 6 pm. 
Raffle tickets are $2 each. 

Proceeds from these auction 
items and raffle sales support the 
Valhalla Fine Arts programs (including 
Valhalla Summer School of Music, 
Valhalla Film School, Suzuki Valhalla 
Institute, Valhalla School of Theatre 
Arts, Community Concert Series and 
more). Thank you for your generosity 
and support! 

In addition to the Hands on for the 
Arts Silent Auction, there are many 
concerts and activities the community 
can attend during Suzuki Valhalla 

Institute (August 1-5) and Valhalla 
Summer School of Music (August 7-12) 
in New Denver and Silverton. Check 
the schedule of events in this issue of 
the Valley Voice for more fun activities. 

Hands On For the Arts seeking donations to support local fine arts 

The $500 donation to ALFA Guild Gallery is through CIBC’s Employee as Ambassador Program, which recognizes the difference CIBC 
employees make in their community by volunteering their time and expertise for good causes. Customer Service representative, Holly Woods, 

has been involved with the program in various roles and as secretary/treasurer for seven years. Gallery host, Andrew Likness (centre back), has 
been hired with funds generously provided by Service Canada’s program ‘Canada Summer Jobs.’

by Jan McMurray
The Water Street Committee 

presented its plans so far at a 
meeting June 29, mainly to people 
with businesses adjacent to Water 
Street and to Chamber of Commerce 
representatives.

Commit tee  member  Hajo 
Meijer said the committee has wide 
representation from the community, 
and there are differing views and ideas 
among committee members. He said 
the Village had asked the committee to 
submit two concept plans by December 
31, and they had completed one. “It’s 
a pretty good compromise” of the 
differing views of committee members, 
he said.

The plan marks out a six-feet-wide 
corridor immediately adjacent to the 
businesses for future underground 
power lines, then 20 feet for the 

Water Street Committee makes presentation to business community
roadway, then 20 feet for perpendicular 
parking, then 15 feet for landscaping 
features and a path that would join with 
the existing path to the beach.

There would be 62 parking spots 
with this plan, just one or two less than 
there are now. The curb would be low, 
so cars could be parked with the front 
ends over the curb.

Meijer pointed out that Front 
Street is 25 feet wide, compared to 
the proposed 20 feet for Water Street. 
He said Water Street would not have 
a middle line, so would be more like 
a laneway.

Connections between Front and 
Water Streets would be made at the 
hotel, the laundromat and at Fourth 
and Fifth.

In response to a question about 
how this plan differed from the “first, 
controversial plan,” Meijer said the 

first plan had only 22 or 23 parallel 
parking spots and more green space 
than this one.

He said they had asked the Village 
to move the concrete parking barriers 
to see if this concept would work. 
Committee member Robert Abbey said 
the barriers are now 48 feet from the 
property lines, and give people an idea 
of how much green space there would 
be under this plan.

One business owner said the 
narrower roadway does not work when 
a delivery truck comes. “There are 
safety concerns when a long box truck 
comes because you can’t see,” she said.

Another business owner asked 
about the stability of the bank, especially 
now that several trees had been taken 
down. “What’s the point if it all falls 
into the lake?” she asked. Although 
committee members indicated they had 

read the recent Golder Report and were 
aware that it recommends planting and 
riprap to stabilize the bank, they said the 
Village had restricted their mandate to 
the top of Water Street only. However, 
Meijer said the committee may suggest 
planting on the slope.

There was a suggestion that the 
committee survey visitors, perhaps 
through the Visitor InfoCentre at the 
Moyie, about what they would like 
to see along Water Street. Owners of 
an accommodations business in the 
area said some of their guests had 
commented that they do not want to 
see cars along Water Street, and many 
make remarks about the waterfront 
walkway in Nakusp.

A business owner responded, 
saying there is not enough room 
on Water Street for a promenade 
like Nakusp’s, and emphasizing that 
parking is the priority. “Look at what 
it’s actually used for. There are so many 
people who work downtown who park 
there, and RVs that park there.”

There were some suggestions 
about other locations in town where 

parking could be created. Committee 
member Gillian Froese said she felt 
parking is an issue for the community 
to address in the OCP.

Committee Chair Henry Van Mill 
said the second concept plan was not on 
paper yet, but would likely have more 
green space and less parking.

The committee has set a tentative 
meeting date of September 14 to present 
the two concept plans to the public.

Next 
Valley Voice 
Deadline:

July 22,
 2011
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Wine & Beer Making Kits 
to satisfy all budgets!

Winlaw Brew-Op

5972 Cedar Creek Road, Winlaw • 226-7328

Take-Home Kits, or Brew it with Us!
Open 11:00 to 6:00 Tues. to Sat.

Specialty Coffees, Teas, 
U-Brews and Kits for Home
                    • Open Every DayNaKUSP  265-4701

3 5 8 - 7 7 6 9

A v A ’ s 
H a i r  s t u d i o

Far right entrance of the Wild Rose Restaurant in Rosebery

OPEN YEAR-ROUND

Slocan Auto &
Truck Repairs

24 hour towing 
BCaa, Slocan, BC  

355-2632

111 Mcdonald Drive, Nelson, BC
ph 250-352-3191

sales@mainjet.ca • www.mainjet.ca

NAKUSP GLASS
201 Broadway

265-3252
The clear choice for 
all your glass needs!SALES & SERVICE

98 - 1st Street, Nakusp • 265-4911
OPEN TUES - SAT

CHAINSAWS
• Stihl
• Husqvarna
MOWERS
• Husqvarna
• Toro • Snapper
• Lawnboy

TRIMMERS
• Stihl
• Husqvarna
SMALL ENGINES
• Tecumseh 
• Honda
• Briggs & Stratton

AUTOMOTIVE	•	SMALL	MOTORS	•	MACHINE	SHOP
Caribou Service
(250) 265-3191

5549 Frontage Road
Burton, BC

24 Hr Towing and Recovery
Auto Repairs & Tires

Auto Parts

24 HOUr TOWiNg
1007 HWy 23, NaKUSP

PH: 265-4577

• welding repairs • full service 
& repair • licenced technician • 

radiator repairs & service • mobile 
service available • fast, friendly 

and

MOUNTAIN VALLEY STATION
BOTTLE DEPOT

Slocan City • 355-2245
Open MON - SAT  9-5

Your “Bottle Drive” Specialists

RECyCLINGJEWELRy

Nakusp   265-4406

BCAA Towing

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Nakusp Taxi
250-265-8222

Pick up and Delivery
Let us get it for you

• Auto parts • Groceries
• Pharmacy • Cigarettes
• Take out food

Just let your local business know your needs 
and we will deliver them to you.

Alcoholic beverages until 11:00 pm

HAIR

Wholistic Midwife
Lana Knoll 
250-353-2213
maramamidwife@yahoo.ca

Honouring natural childbirth through 
nourishing body, mind and spirit, and 
by embracing family and community.

MaSSagE THEraPiES
Myofascial, Swedish, Lymphatic, Joint Play, Craniosacral, 

Visceral, Somatoemotion, Chakras, Nutrition etc.
MTa rates (Low income consideration)

also MSP, WCB, iCBC & care plans
garth r. Hunter, r.M.T.

Slocan Health Clinic - Thursdays
250-358-2364 • Mobile & Office

FULL SPECTRUM HEALTH
• Deep Tissue Massage

• Nutritional Consultation
• Reiki

     Sliding Scale - Mobile Service
Daniel Thorpe  250-358-6808

HEALTH	•	WELL	BEING	•	FITNESS	•	ENVIRONMENT

COLES RENTALS
HEATERS (PROPANE & ELECTRIC)

PLATE TAMPERS, JUMPING JACKS, REBAR BENDER 
JACKHAMMERS, HAMMER DRILLS, CONCRETE 

MIXERS, CONCRETE SAWS, TILECUTTERS, 
BLOCKCUTTERS, SCAFFOLDING, FLOOR SANDERS, 
NAILERS - ALL TYPES, LM ROTARY LAZER TRANSIT, 

GENERATORS, WATER PUMPS, COMPRESSORS, 
INSULATED TARPS, PRESSURE WASHERS, ROTO 

TILLER, LAWN COMBER, AERATOR, PROPERTY PIN 
LOCATOR, CHIPPER/SHREDDER, GAS POST HOLE 

DIGGER, WOODSPLITTER, CONCRETE FLOOR 
GRINDER ...AND MUCH MORE!

PHONE 358-2632
1-888-358-2632

EQUIPMENT	RENTAL

BREWING

Jo’s Jewelry
Custom work and repair in 

silver and Gold, by appointment

358-2134
new denver, Goldsmith Jo-anne barClay

Spectrum Home & Family Care
Helping you maintain 

YOUR lifesyle!
Free	consultations	

in	the	West	Kootenay!
250-265-3842

www.spectrumhomesupport.ca

Hand & Soul Wellness Centre
Larry Zaleski, D.C.    Chiropractor

Mondays & Fridays - Silverton • Every other Wednesday in Winlaw or Nakusp

Sue Mistretta, M.A., CCC    Counsellor/Expressive Arts
358-2177 www.handandsoul.ca

Susan L. Yurychuk • 250-358-6804
By Appointment Only • New Denver

myofascial release • deep tissue massage • relaxation massage

DAY SPA

Stone Massage • Deep Tissue  
Salt Glows • Mud Wraps & More

COMPUTER

ken@palmercomputerservices.com

Palmer
Computer 
Services

- Repairs 
- Upgrades 

- Consulting
Microsoft Certified 
Systems EngineerPhone: 355-2235

Business Classifieds 
start at $10.00

Call 250-358-7218 for details

aNNOUNCEMENTS
A WEDDING REGISTRY at Willow 
Home Gallery, Kaslo! Quality bedding, 
tableware, bathware and more. Register 
early. Beautiful, practical, affordable . 
250-353-2257.
CORNUCOPIA – THE NATURAL 
CHOICE. Fresh Locally Grown Produce 
from: Tipiland Organic Produce, Four 
Seasons Greenhouse, Holy Cow Farms, 
Tesla Spring Farm. Front St., Kaslo. 250-
353-2594. www.cornucopiakaslo.com.
NOREEN AVIS’ 80TH BIRTHDAY 
CELEBRATION – Friends are invited to 
join Noreen for an afternoon tea between 2 
and 4 pm on Sunday, July 17 at the end of 
Paradise Valley Rd. at Kevin Sutherland’s 
residence.
$100  PRIZE to  GEEZERFISH 
WINNER! Congratulations to Dwain 
Eslinger of Cremona, AB, for catching the 
oldest fish, a Bull Trout, during the first bi-
annual May Days Geezerfish competition.  
Awesome fishing! Slocan Lake Stewardship 
Society.
I AM ART now open in Silverton! 
Crystals, gemstones, artwork, jewellery, 
local personal care products and more. 
202 Lake, Hand & Soul building, next to 

the Cup and Saucer. Open Friday, Saturday 
and Sunday only until July 25. After July 
25, open every day.

aUTOMOTiVE
1961 PYRAMID CAMPER TRAILER, 
antique, sleeps four, propane stove, brand 
new brakes, sink and power hook-up, $1200 
obo. Also for sale 1964 Dodge one-ton plow 
truck with blade & 1974 Dodge plow truck 
without blade, $900 obo. 250-265-4914.

BUSiNESS OPPOrTUNiTiES
UNEMPLOYED and thinking of starting 
your own business? Community Futures 
offers the Self Employment grant, business 
loans, counselling and training in the Arrow 
& Slocan Lakes area. For more info leave 
a message at 265-3674 ext. 201 or email 
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.
BUSINESS FOR SALE. Affordable. Get 
Started Immediately. All the Equipment you 
will need to clean carpets and restore water 
damages. Call Brian 250-358-2500.

CarD OF THaNKS
THE BURTON COMMUNITY HALL 
ASSOCIATION and the Citizens of 
Burton wish to thank the following 
sponsors and outstanding contributors to 
our 2nd annual Burton Beach Daze this 

past fatherday weekend.   Hoping to see 
you all next June 22-24th. Country Rose 
Coffee Shop, Sterling Simpson, Little 
Summit Driving Range, Overwaitea, 
Nakusp Hot Springs and Campground, 
Number Five Productions, CIBC, 
Kuskanax and Canadian Mountain Holiday 
(CMH), Nakusp Music Festival, Nakusp 
Traffic Control, Columbia Basin Trust, J 
& S Snacks, Christine Adshead, P.A.L.S, 
Shane & Joanne Alaric, All our volunteers, 
Guests and friends of Burton.
THREE ISLANDS RESORT would 
like to thank everyone who participated in 
and contributed to the Walk/Run for Fun 
this year. Special thanks to the sponsors 
and donors: from Nakusp - Anderson 
Automotive & Towing, Arrow Lakes News, 
Arrow Lakes Theatre, Dog Sense Boutique, 
Bon Marche Dollar Dollar, Broadway Deli, 
Carson’s Corner, Caffe Lago Restaurant, 
CMH Mountain Store, Cut Rite Meats, 
Evolution Boutique, Hook it Up Tackle & 
Sport, Igloo Building Supply, Kootenay 
Creative Energy Co-op, Kuskanax Lodge, 
Little Mountain Outdoor Gear, Marvin’s 
Small Motor Repair, Medwolf Cave, 
Nakusp Bakery, Nakusp Esso Centre, 
Nakusp General Store, Nakusp Golf Club, 

Nakusp Home Hardware, Nakusp Music 
Festival, NAPA, Nick’s Place, Overwaitea, 
People’s Pharmacy, Prima Materia, Re-
Awakening, Saddle Mountain Dental 
Clinic, Shaggyz Hair Care, Spicer’s Farm, 
Spiritwood, the Hut, the Paddy Shack, Three 
Islands Resort, Three Lion’s Pub, Touch 
of Fashion, Village of Nakusp, What’s 
Brewing on Broadway, Wood Fire Pizza, 
Don & Jean Trego, John Pazurik, Rollins 
family; from New Denver - Apple Tree 
Restaurant, Fat Frog Restaurant, Garden 
Graces, Mountainberry, New Denver Home 
Hardware, New Market Foods, Nuru, Petro 
Canada, Raven’s Nest, Slocan Lake Golf 
Course, Valley Voice, Valhalla Pure; from 
Silverton - Silverton Building Supplies, 
the Cup and Saucer Café; from Winlaw 
- Four Seasons Greenhouse, M-C Mini 
Excavating, Fomi’s Bakery; from South 
Slocan - Bill’s Heavy Duty, Irene’s Beauty 
Salon, Kootenay Savings Credit Union, 
Little Big Fruit Stand, Playmor Flowers, 
Playmor Power, Kathy & Collin Sherbenin; 
Maple Leaf Store (Crescent Valley); from 
Castlegar - Biznet, Glade General Store, 
USCC Cultural Interpretive Society, Joe & 
Ann Perepolkin; Safeway (Nelson); from 
Salmo - Sutco Contracting, Summit Truck 

Equipment; from Vernon - Voets Kaffee, 
Harry & Leah Shepherd, Bert Grottenberg, 
Meyer family; Bob & Ann Skomedal 
(Kelowna), Fedick family (Calgary), 
Adeline Peake (Jarvis, AB), Furutani family 
(Winnipeg), Sloan family (Trail), Hellard 
family (Airdrie, AB), and all other donors.

COMiNg EVENTS
THE FRIDAY MARKET happens in 
New Denver every Friday, June through 
September, 10 am to 2 pm on 6th and 
Kildare – local produce and artisan’s wares. 
Ph 250-358-7733.
40 WHOLE YEARS! The Vallican Whole 
Community Centre GIANT 40th Birthday 
Party August 26, 27 & 28. Friday: Cafe 
Voltaire (poetry, jazz, wine & cheese); 
Saturday: eclectic music; market; art; 
Locavores’ Feast; live auction; Boogie with 
Brain Child! Sunday: Kids’ stuff (crafts & 
music); birthday cake; classical concert. 
And more! Vendors needed: 226-7730. 
www.vallicanwhole.com.
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HALL LUMBER 
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat 
10 am to 5 pm

PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd. 

Edgewood, BC

FOR ALL YOUR 
PROPANE NEEDS

365-9958
1-800-471-5630

Your local bulk dealer & service centre

• registered Septic System 
designer and installer •
• ready Mix Concrete • 

• Lock Blocks • Drain rock • 
• road Crush • Sand & gravel • 

• Dump Trucks • Excavator • 
• Crusher • Coloured Concrete • 

• Site Preparation •
Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
Ph. 265-4615 • vieirac@telus.net

Installation and maintenance 

call Jim Berrill
(250) 359-5922

JEMS Propane Ltd.

CONSTRUCTION	•	HOME	•	GARDEN	

YOUR VALLEY COMFORT AND BLAZE KING DEALER 
SPECIALIZING IN WOOD/ELECTRIC, WOOD/OIL AND 

WOOD/GAS COMBINATION FURNACES
Certified	•	Insured

COMPLETE	SALES	
SERVICE	AND	
INSTALLATION

Slocan City, BC • (250) 355-0088
website: www.kootenayfurnace.com

email: kfurnace@netidea.com

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Crescent Bay 

Construction Ltd.
Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431 
• Email cresbay@telus.net

KF PowerVac
Duct Cleaning & Duct Sanitizing

Local: 355-2485 • Toll-free: 1-888-652-0088
email: kfurnace@netidea.com

J.C. Roofing Company
For all your roofing needs

Serving the Arrow and Slocan Lakes
16 years of professional installations

WCB • All work fully guaranteed
We also install Soffit and Vinyl Siding

For your free estimate, Call 
Curtis Roe at 250-265-9087

• general contractor 
• new homes & renovations 

• design/build 
HPO licensed/Home Warranty 

Fully insured. 30 yrs.+ exp./ cert. 
carpenters/ foundation to finish/

custom trim/heritage work. 
Call Drew 250- 353-2450.  

0850743 B.C. Ltd. dba Vista Custom Builders

Bergevin Electrical 
Inc.

Please call 
250-358-7172 

or 250-354-4171 
and leave a message

Free Estimates. Certified, 
Licenced, And Insured

Serving New Denver, Nakusp 
and the Slocan Valley

Indoor Garden 
Supplies

Castlegar
250-304-2911

1730 Hwy 3, Selkirk Spring Building
dan@canadiangardensupply.com

Jim Pownall & Co.
LOG & TIMBER FRAME HOMES

New Denver • BC
250-358-2566

jpownall@telus.net
Uncommon Ground Farm 

& Landscape
Now booking landscape projects for the 

2011 season!
Design	&	Installation

cell: 250-354-8661 • uncommonground@ 
columbiawireless.ca

HARDWOOD 
FLOORS ONLY 

100% CANADIAN FLOORING 
AT WHOLESALE

Prefinished, antique R. Oak - Maple 
3 ¼ x ¾ $4.59/sf pallet – Import Eng 

Prefinished $3.99/sf pallet
 Bamboo – Cork from $2.99/sf 

Glue Down
AT JUAN’S – 1503 Hwy 3A Thrums

250-399-6377 Mon-Sat 8:30 am-5 pm

CLASSIFIED ADS

peacock 
collective

organic housekeeping 
ueco friendly housekeepinguyard & garden maintenanceu 

general labour workuWCB insured trade worker’s helper 
upost renovation clean upuorganization & de-cluttering in 
home or shopuhelping hand with carpentry & alternative 

building projectsuhome check-ins and visit preparationsu

Gift Certificates available
Serving Nakusp Burton New Denver Silverton

reliable & fully insured
Sondra	Krajewski
250.265.8479

www.peacockcollective.ca

Simon Bamber, AScT, ROWP.
Civil Technology Consultant

Septic Systems 
Water Systems 
Subdivisions, 

Land Development 
Project Management 

Site Inspection
Drafting (CAD)

250-265-1767
si@bambertech.com

www.bambertech.com

Nakusp 
Redi Mix

serving the Kootenays since 1973
Edgewood • Nakusp • Trout Lake • Kaslo

DAVID WEATHERHEAD

250-265-4311 (ph)
250-265-3468 (fax)

Ted’s New & ReNew
Residential & Commercial Projects
Journeyman Floorcovering Installer

carpet • lino • hardwood • cork • laminate • tile
Property Maintenance & Management

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning

Phone 250-265-6809

Personal Classifieds start at $10.00
Call 250-358-7218 for details

Building in Nakusp or PHONE 250-265-
3512.
NEED WORK? The Cup and Saucer 
Cafe in Silverton needs to cover staff 
vacation: 24 July - 10 Aug (inc) Must have 
experience. Please contact Julie 358 2267.
COORDINATOR OF VOLUNTEERS 
for New Denver Hospice. Applicant must 
have experience related to hospice work, 
excellent communication skills, ability 
to organize, supervise, & facilitate group 
sessions. Remuneration as per IHA contract. 
For information email ndhospice@
netidea.com. Send applications to Box 
217 New Denver or ndhospice@netidea.
com by July 30.

NOTiCES
FOR INFORMATION ON AA OR 
ALANON MEETINGS contact in New 
Denver: 358-7904 or 358-7158; Nakusp 
265-4924; Kaslo 353-2658; Slocan 355-
2805; South Slocan 226-7705.

rEaL ESTaTE
PROPERTY FOR SALE by owner. 
.52 acre, fully serviced, top soil and 
equipment for construction available. 
Rosebery – property borders provincial 
park. Temporary living quarters in place. 
Asking $130,000. Call Ron 250-358-2865.

SLOCAN LAKE DANCE CAMP July 
21-24, New Denver. Four days of Latin, 
(Tango), Swing, Smooth & Country 
Workshops & Nightly Dances. Tango Show 
& Sunday Milonga 1 1/2 hr. workshop: 
$20/$12 Teens (includes dance) Singles 
Welcome! www.dancingbeat.org or 250-
358-2448.
NEW DENVER STREET FAIR – 11th 
annual! Sunday, July 24, 9 am-3 pm. Main 
St., New Denver. For space rental, contact 
Joan 250-352-3788.
THE AWESOME ART continues at the 
Hidden Garden Gallery, New Denver: 
Linda Dixon’s FROM THE GROUND, 
July 11- 6, reception July 13, 7-9 pm; Jim 
Lawrence’s KOOTENAY REFLECTIONS 
July 18-23, reception July 21, 7-9 pm; and 
Patrizia Menton’s UP CLOSE IN NICE, 
July 25-30, Reception July 27, 7-9 pm.
SPREAD THE LOVE – an exhibition of 
Friendship quilts compiled by Hoot Owl. 
Silverton Gallery. July 25-30, noon to 4 
pm. Opening reception July 27, 7-9 pm with 
Richard Burton on piano.
THE SILVERTON GALLERY summer 
events include: Musical Performances by 
Steve Brockley (w/ Mike and Steph) on 
July 19 at 7:30, Lehera concert and dance 
party on July 22 at 7:30 and ‘Coming out 
of the Closet-II’ Coffee house on July 23 

at 7:30. Brian Stolle ‘Unearthed’ show 
will be postponed to Sept 3-10. ‘Spread the 
Love: An exhibition of Friendship Quilts’ 
compiled by Hootowl will run from July 25-
30, noon-4pm, with opening on Wed, July 
27, 7-9 pm. The CKCA sponsored Gallery 
sponsored local arts ‘Grass Roots’ show will 
run Aug 1-6 with opening on Aug 2. More to 
come in August - see events calendar posted 
around town. All interested in gigs for the 
Closet coffeehouse or Grass Roots show, 
please contact Sue at 8-2167.
2011 VALHALLA SCHOOL of Theatre 
Arts invites you to a Final Performance 
on Saturday, July 16 at 7 p.m. ‘Rock Stars’ 
invade the Silverton Memorial Hall! Be 
entertained by all the glitz, glamour and 
rock star attitude served up by local drama 
participants!

EDUCaTiON
PARENTS! EVER WISHED for a small, 
safe alternate school at the junction? 
Experienced BC Certified alternate-trained 
teacher. Vibrant, thematic, hands-on 
learning. Call 359-6993 by July 31.

FOr rENT
COZY TWO-BEDROOM Home In 
Silverton $750! Two Car garage and a view 
of the lake! Beautiful spot for a couple or 
small family! NS/NP. Call Lorraine 403-
277-0395.

SUITE FOR RENT – One mile from 
Nakusp. On acreage. 3 bdr. Appliances. 
Available August 1. $775/month. 250-860-
0736 or 250-265-4914.

FOr SaLE
BUILDING MATERIALS – Fir door 
pre-hung with exterior 20 mm moulding 
and threshold. 36 x 80. 38 1/2 rough-in 82 
1/2. $400. Right hand inswing inerior pre-
hung craftsmen style. 37 1/8 rough-in. $200. 
509-838-3670. 250-358-2375.

garagE SaLES
ANTIQUES, COLLECTIBLES & 
MORE. July 24. 912 Kildare St., New 
Denver. 9-3. No early birds please.
SCHRODER WOOD STOVE, antique 
pump organ, iron bed stead, bedding, 
dishes, lamps, toys. Sunday, July 17. 9 am 
– 3 pm. 417 Alpha Street, Silverton.

HEaLTH
FELDENKRAIS Awareness Through 
Movement classes: *Nakusp * Hills * 
Winlaw. * Relax * Release Tension * 
Relieve Pain * Breathe Easier * Sleep 
Better * Tyson 250-265-3827 * thaitouch@
yahoo.com.
YOGA AT THE DOMES – Rejuvenate 
your spirit! Drop in classes – Monday 
morning 9-10:30, Thursday afternoon 
3:30-5.

YOGA BY DONATION with Cailyn, 
guest Yoga teacher-in-training with Loving 
Spirit. 2 weeks this July 12 - 24 at Hand 
& Soul, Silverton. Tues & Thurs 5:30 pm, 
Sun 9 am. All abilities welcome. 250-358-
7773 lovingspirit@rocketmail.com.

HELP WaNTED
WILD ROSE RESTAURANT – Wait 
staff wanted. Must have experience, be 
committed to working weekends and have 
‘Serving It Right.’ Please send resume to 
wildrose7744@gmail.com or mail to: 204 
Rosebery Loop Rd., New Denver, BC  V0G 
1S1 or call Lilliana at 250-358-7744.
SUMMER STUDENT EMPLOYMENT 
at the Sandon Museum. Must be returning 
to school in the fall. Basic duties include 
greeting the public, taking admissions, 
introducing the history of Sandon and 
answering basic tourist questions. Some 
cleaning and record-keeping involved. Send 
resume and cover letter to sandonmuseum@
netidea.com or Sandon Historical Society, 
Box 52, New Denver  V0G 1S0. For more 
information, call 250-358-2127.
DESPERATELY IN NEED OF 
VOLUNTEERS, reliable, team players 
that like the outdoors and are 19 years old 
and older to help keep family and loved 
ones together. We meet every Thursday 
evening at 7 pm in the Emergency Services 

CONSTRUCTION
FOUNDATIONS • FRAMING
ROOFING • RENOVATIONS

Specializing in Timber Framing

250-265-4525
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Legendary Meats 
Custom Cutting & Sausage 

Making, Curing & Smoking of 
Bacons & Hams

Mobile BBQ Services & Hog 
Roaster Rentals

• Christmas Tree Sales •
www.legendarymeats.ca
Phone/Fax: 250-226-7803
2826 Hwy 6 • Slocan Park

MEAT	CUTTING

Ann’s Natural Foods
Ann	Bunka

- 358-2552 -
805 Kildare St., New Denver

Slocan Village Market
Groceries, fresh produce, fresh meat, 

Agency Liquor, organic foods, 
in-store deli, in-store bakery.

Open 7 days/week, 9 am - 8 pm
Slocan, BC • ph:355-2211 • fax: 355-2216

RESTAURANT/COFFEESTAND

   SUMMEr HOUrS
      8 aM - 9 PM

QUALITY PIZZA anytime!
265-4880
Air Conditioned

93-5th ave. Nakusp
Non-Smoking

laceNick’s
P

Seven Days a Week!

Lemon Creek 
Lodge & Campground

Year-round facility
Licensed Restaurant

Open Wed - Sun
5 PM - 8 PM

Reservations: 1-877-970-8090

The Apple Tree 
Sandwich Shop

Soup, Sandwiches & Desserts
358-2691

Mon. - Fri. 7 A.M. - 4 P.M.
Sat. 11 A.M. - 4 P.M.

	GROCERy	•	HEALTH	FOOD

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

¶

• Health Products, healing sessions
• New Age cards & books
• Sensual products

320 BrOaDWay ST. NaKUSP  265-3188

Health Centre

¶¶ ¶¶¶

Re-Awakening

www.jonesboysboats.com
Ainsworth, British Columbia

4080 Hwy 31 N
Call: 1-877-552-6287

(250) 353-2550 Fax (250) 353-2911

HARBERCRAFT

HUB iNTErNaTiONaL 
BarTON 

iNSUraNCE 
BrOKErS

For all your 
iNSUraNCE 

needs
265-3631

1-800-665-6010

RECREATION

PROFESSIONAL	SERVICES

	 Passmore
	 Laboratory	Ltd.
Water Testing • Flow Measurements
CAEAL certified to test drinking water
We’re in the Valley at: 1-250-226-7339
Jennifer & Tony Yeow passlab@xplornet.com

Colour/B&W Laser Printing/Copying • Digital Photography
Word processing • Scanning • Faxing • Binding • Laminating
CUSTOM CARDS • BROCHURES • CALENDARS • NEWSLETTERS

The best selection of photo cards of local views anywhere
1007 Josephine St. (Box 298), New Denver

Ph. 358-2435     essay@direct.ca     Fax 358-2607

Ph: 359-7111  Fax: 359-7587
www.playmorpower.com

Playmor Junction Hwy 6 & 3A
1043 Playmor

THE RIDE SAYS IT ALL

CLOTHING

The Clothes Hanger

Men’s & Ladies Clothing

400 Front St • Kaslo • 250-353-9688

Natural Food Store

422 Front Street • Kaslo, BC
1-250-353-2594

Silverton, BC
Monday - Saturday 8:00-4:00

Soup, Stews, 
Meat Pies, Treats 
and Great Coffee

358-2267

The Cup 
and 

Saucer Café

USED	GOODS

Even little ads 
get noticed in the 

Valley Voice

MEMORIAL	
HALL	

Weddings,	Parties,	Reunions,	
Concerts,	Funerals,	Meetings
To book call Sue:  250-358-2711

HALLS

Personal Classifieds 
start at $8.00

Call 250-358-7218 for details

Fullabeans Espresso Stand
Espresso • Snacks • Lunch

Open 7 days a week, 7 am - 2 pm
704 arlington, Slocan City

beside the gas station
250-355-2889 to order

CLASSIFIED ADS

The Donation Store
Main Street • New Denver

Open 10 am - 2 pm • Monday - Saturday 
(depending on available volunteers)

Help us help you

Mountainview Realty ltd.

Shirley Kosiancic
Realtor

412 Broadway St. Nakusp, BC V0G 1S0
Bus    250-265-2111
Fax    250-265-3842
Cell    250-265-8040
shirley@century21nakusp.com • www.century21nakusp.com

Number Five 
Productions

Digital Video Production
Serving the Arrow and Slocan Lakes

Video for the web 
Promo, Education and Training Videos 
Video Recording, Editing, Slide shows 

Call JoAnne Alaric @ 250 265 0088
www.numberfiveproductions.ca

This space could be yours for 
$11.00 + GST per issue.
Call 358-7218 or email: 

valleyvoice@netidea.com
for details

Your Slocan Valley Specialist

Even little ads 
get noticed in 

the Valley Voice

NOW OPEN 5 
NIGHTS A WEEK!

WED  THURS  FRI  SAT  SUN  5-9 PM
FOR RESERVATIONS

358-7744
LOCATED IN ROSEBERY, BC

rEaL ESTaTE
180 x 100 DOUBLE LOT IN NEW 
DENVER. Glacier view. In ‘The Orchard.’ 
Single wide trailer with addition. Furnace, 
wood stove, fridge & stove. $180.000. 
250-919-7814.
69.86 ACRES - Older growth forest with 
year round creek and many building sites 
with southern exposure make this a great 
family investment. Sustainable living can 
be yours at this hide away near Silverton 
BC. Priced to sell at $355,000. Call Larry 
@ Landquest Realty 250-513-2733.

rENTaL WaNTED
RCMP OFFICER looking for 2-3 
bedroom house to rent in New Denver/
Silverton; min. 2 year commitment; Call 
Shaun 250-265-4354.

RV PARKING year round or house or 
one-bedroom suite in New Denver. 250-
376-7210 Sheila.

SErViCES
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL 
SEPTIC TANK CLEANING: “Serving 
the Valley” 7 days/wk, 24-hr. All-Around 
Septic Services, Don Brown (250) 354-
3644, emergency 352-5676.
ROGAN ELECTRIC Residential, 
commercial, industrial wiring. Local 
references available. All work guaranteed. 
“We get the job done.” 353-9638.
PETER’S WINDOWS & DOORS – Sales 
and installations. Energy efficient vinyl and 
wood windows. Renovations/upgrades of 
wooden and metal windows and doors. 
Peter Demoskoff 250-399-0079.
GERRY CONWAY  – Journeyman 
carpenter/builder. 250-265-3163.

submitted
Do you have a creative nature? 

To help celebrate BC Parks’ 100th 
anniversary, Lardeau Valley Opportunity 
Links Society (LINKS) is offering a 
project which involves professional 
artists from the Lardeau Valley working 
at Davis Creek Campground in Lardeau, 
each Sunday, 1-6 pm. 

Between June 19 and August 21, 
five different artists will be there, sharing 
their ideas and tips on creating their 
particular types of artwork. There are 
also art materials on offer for campers 
and visitors who would like to explore 
their own creative nature and investigate 
the many ways that art and nature 
intersect in a beautiful location. 

Jim Lawrence (photographer), 
Susan VanRooy (journaling), Cathy 
Aitken (photography), Maggie Oliver 
(pencil sketches and oil paintings) and 
Carol Ross (mixed media, painting) will 
each be at the park for two Sundays. 
Come along for a visit and help celebrate 
the longevity in our BC Parks.

Artists to offer on-site workshops at Davis Creek campground
This project has been made possible 

by funding support from BC Parks, 
Assembly of BC Arts Councils, and the 
Columbia Kootenay Cultural Alliance. 

For more information contact 250-

366-4325 or go to the ‘Calendar’ or 
‘Events and Projects’ pages at www.
lardeauvalley.com. Also check out www.
env.gov.bc.ca/bcparks/BCParks100/
www.bcparks.

Susan Wilson of Winlaw was unanimously voted to the board of the BC Confederation of Parent 
Advisory Councils (BCCPAC) as treasurer at the organization’s April 30 AGM. Wilson has been on 
the board of the Kootenay Lake District PAC for the past 15 years, and has been an active member 
on the boards of the PACs at Winlaw Elementary, WE Graham, and Mt. Sentinel Schools. This is 

her first time on the board of BCCPAC, an organization she has been involved with for three years.

This space could be yours for 
$11.00 + GST per issue.
Call 358-7218 or email: 

valleyvoice@netidea.com
for details
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Announcing the season 
start-up of Harvest Share

Do you have an apple, cherry, plum, or pear tree in your yard that 
produces more than your family can eat? Do you know a friend 
or neighbor with a productive tree?  Don’t let the fruit go to waste!   

We connect people who have excess fruit from their backyard 
fruit trees with those who have the time and energy to harvest 
it. The fruit is shared amongst homeowners, volunteers, the 
food bank and other community initiatives.

How do TREE OWNERS get involved?

Local tree owners help us turn private trees into a valuable 
source of food for the community.  If you have more fruit 
than you can manage, call now to register your tree.

How do VOLUNTEERS get involved?

Interested in food preservation and taking home a portion of 
the harvest?  We would love for you to come and volunteer 
with our project. Scheduled picks run from July to October.

For more information contact your local coordinator:

Bree Lillies   250-358-7225
(New Denver, Silverton, and area)

Anne Miskulin  250-265-3694 ext.213
(Nakusp and area)

Join Harvest Share New Denver for a summer pruning 
workshop on Monday July 18th from 6:30 to 8:30, call 358-
7225 to register.  

Stay tuned for more educational workshops on fruit tree care 
and fruit processing, these workshops will take place in Nakusp 
and New Denver throughout the season.

 — Sponsored by —

Nine gardens were admired by throngs of people during the Slocan Valley Art & Garden Tour on June 19. Don and Shirley Munro estimate that 
they welcomed about 250 people at their place.

submitted
Summer is here and what better way 

to celebrate than with beautiful music!
Valhalla Fine Arts Society presents 

two weeks of music programs and 
concerts in August. The Suzuki Valhalla 
Institute (SVI) takes place August 1-5. 

Valhalla Fine Arts Society announces summer schedule
The Valhalla Summer School of Music 
(VSSM) kicks off its 13th year of 
music programs for children and adults, 
August 7-12. Everyone is invited to 
take part in these wonderful weeks of 
music, whether attending a concert or 
participating in a course. 

Seven years strong, the Suzuki 
Valhalla Institute provides a week of 
instruction and music enrichment to over 
90 Suzuki string students. All classes 
are held at Lucerne School in New 
Denver, Monday August 1 to Friday 
August 5 from 8:30 am to 4:30 pm. (4 

pm on Friday). The public is welcome 
to observe at any time, free of charge. 
There will be two short simultaneous 
student solo recitals each day at Lucerne 
School, Monday to Thursday (August 1 
to 4), at 1:30 pm. 

SVI has a great line-up of concerts at 
the Silverton Memorial Hall. It starts with 
Tutti Night on Tuesday August 2 at 6:30 
pm with an informal group of students 
with faculty orchestra accompaniment. 
The SVI Faculty Concert will follow 
on Wednesday, August 3 at 7 pm. The 
Orchestra and Chamber Music Concert 
will be held on Friday, August 5 at 4:30 
pm. The final concert features group 
playing on Friday, August 5 at 7 pm. 
There is no admission charge for any of 
these events, although, as always, any 
donations will be appreciated to assist 
with the cost of hall rental. 

The second week of August 
welcomes approximately 90 VSSM 
students who will be participating in 
instrumental courses in violin, viola, 
cello, flute, piano, classical guitar and 
clarinet (new to VSSM). There are 
also optional sessions offered, such 
as chamber music, piano and string 
repertoire performance, private lessons 
and campfire guitar. Private lessons are 
open to everyone wanting to improve 
their instrumental skills. The cost is 
$45 per lesson. Register now to book 
available time with your preferred 
instructor. For a fun and casual evening, 

join campfire guitar with Scott Arnold 
at the Silverton Day Park, Monday to 
Friday. Registrations are now being 
accepted and the cost is $50 for 5 
sessions or $10 per session.

Don’t miss all the exciting VSSM 
concerts at the Silverton Memorial 
Hall. The opening concert on Sunday, 
August 7 features new faculty members 
Rossland clarinetist Nicola Everton, 
and cellist Johanna Perron with Isabella 
Perron, accompanied by pianist Susanne 
Ruberg-Gordon. On August 9, the 
Faculty Concert will feature many of 
our accomplished and diverse VSSM 
instructors. The grand finale concert 
on August 12 will feature a variety 
of talented VSSM soloists as well as 
chamber music groups. All VSSM 
concerts are admission by donation and 
start at 7 pm. 

Before going to the concert on 
Sunday night, check out the Hands On 
For the Arts Silent Auction opening 
reception on August 7 (3 to 5 pm) at 
a brand new location: Lucerne School 
(604-7 Avenue, New Denver). Drop by 
the school for some light refreshments 
and to preview a marvelous array of 
auction and raffle items. The silent 
auction runs August 8 to 11 from 10 am 
to 5 pm. Everyone is invited. Proceeds 
go towards supporting the Valhalla Fine 
Arts programs. For more information or 
to register go to www.valhallafinearts.
org or call 1-877-458-7794. 

by Art Joyce
For years, local cyclists have 

avoided the potentially dangerous road 

Friday Ride for Pie Day focuses on cycling safety
between New Denver and Silverton. 
Now, thanks to veteran cyclists Daniel 
Hellyer and Helen Davis, there’s no 

need to. Their Friday Ride for Pie Day 
aims to increase safety awareness both 
for cyclists and drivers. 

“We tend to think that driving a 
one-ton box of steel is the only way 
to get between the two communities, 
but it isn’t,” says Hellyer. “We’re 
hoping to encourage people to feel 
that the corridor between Silverton and 
New Denver is rideable and to use it 
regularly. We want people to feel more 
safe on that route.”

The five-kilometre route is 
amenable to almost any rider, with no 
major climbs. The collection point for 
riders is New Denver’s Friday market 
and departure time is 11:30 am. Riders 
disembark at the Cup and Saucer 
Café in Silverton afterward for a bite 
of lunch. The approach is simple yet 
basic cycle safety. That means wearing 
bright clothing, using a bike equipped 
with a flashing tail light and especially 
a rear-view mirror. And by having 
a group of cyclists riding together 
in single file rather than individual 
bikes on the road, the safety factor is 
increased.

“Part of it is safety in numbers,” 
explains Hellyer. “Drivers see one 
rider and then another and it makes 
them a little more careful.” 

Statistics collected over the past 
half-century show that vehicle-cycle 
accidents are caused about equally 
by both parties. The most common 
reasons for accidents are drivers 
entering from side roads and not 
seeing cyclists, not yielding right-of-
way to bikes, or cyclists riding on the 
wrong side of the road. 

“Visibility and predictably are the 
two key things,” says Hellyer. “That 
means obeying the rules of the road – 
keeping to the right, riding in a straight 
line, and so on, so that drivers know 
where you’re going to be all the time.”  

The project is being sponsored by 
Recreation Commission #6, which is 
providing funding for insurance and 
advertising. 

A fashion show featuring clothing designed by Emily Barber of Silverton was held at the 
Silverton Gallery on July 6. Emily received a grant from the Columbia Kootenay Cultural Alliance 
to design and create the garments and put on the show. This talented young woman has been 
accepted into the fashion design program at Kwantlen University College in Vancouver, where 
only 44 students are chosen from about 350 applicants. This is Emily in a black evening gown.

‘Cradled by Earth,’ an exhibit of Rosie Lukenda’s photographs, showed at the Hidden Garden 
Gallery July 4-9. Rosie is pictured here with one of her pieces, called ‘The Three Sisters.’ 

Diagnosed with Parkinson’s in March 2000 while living in LA, Rosie returned in 2001 to the 
Arrow Lakes, where she was raised. “Adjusting to life with Parkinson’s required a strong will, 

courage, fearlessness and adaptability. Reconnecting with Nature helped guide me to the 
powerful healing properties of love, gratitude and living in the moment,” she says in her artist’s 
profile. A graduate of the Alberta College of Art and Design, Rosie has shown her work at the 

ALFA Guild Gallery in Nakusp as well as at the Hidden Garden Gallery in New Denver.
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Retallack Lodge would like to announce the opening 
of our Restaurant on July 1st for the summer season.  
Join Chef Yves Robitaille and enjoy some of his many 
delectable culinary creations – 
emphasizing fresh and local 
ingredients.
Reservations: 250-469-9598

Lodge Direct – 250.469.9598
Main Office – 800.330.1433
Email – info@retallack.com

Open Thursday – Sunday every week
8 am – 8 pm

submitted
The newly formed Slocan 

Valley Cultural Alliance Society is 
announcing the first Unity Music 
Festival in Winlaw, which will be 
held the last weekend of August. The 
two-day festival will take place in the 
outside field at Sleep is for Sissies and 
has an international and local line-up. 

Some of the confirmed acts are: 
Ganga Giri (Australia), Dark Fire 
Cloud (Louisiana/Switzerland), 
Winay Taki (Peru), Mista Chatman 
(San Francisco), Adham Shaikh (Juno 
award nominee, Slocan Valley), Gisto 

Winlaw’s Unity Music Festival announced
(Nelson), Shades of Loud (New 
Denver/Toronto) and other various 
local acts.

Tickets will be on sale starting 
July 22 at the following locations: 
Gaia Tree Whole Foods and Sleep 
is for Sissies in Winlaw, Eddy’s 
Music, Packrat Annie’s and Fairies 
Pyjamas in Nelson, and elsewhere. 
Also available online at www.
unitymusicfestival.ca. 

F e s t i v a l  o rg a n i z e r s  a r e 
cur ren t ly  look ing  fo r  more 
volunteers and vendors. Contact: 
winlawunityfestival@gmail.com.

submitted
Want to take a walk through a 

prehistoric village site on the Slocan 
River? On Sunday, July 24 between 
11 am and 1 pm, join members of 
the Slocan Valley Heritage Trail 
Society (SVHTS) at this archeological 
interpretation event north of Lemon 
Creek at the Slocan Narrows.

Dr. Nathan Goodale is heading 
a Hamilton College/Selkirk College 
field school conducting explorations 
there during July. Dr. Goodale 
participated in the initial survey done 
on the site in 2000 by University of 
Lethbridge and University of Montana 
field schools and returned in 2009 
to conduct a field school there for 
Hamilton College.

Bring the family, friends and 
visitors to take the 45-minute tour 
guided by students of the school 
through one of the largest and best 
preserved prehistoric villages on the 
interior plateau. The Slocan Narrows 
site has been inhabited for more than 
3,000 years and contains the largest 
and oldest pithouses on the Canadian 

Archaeological tour of prehistoric 
Slocan Valley site offered

Plateau, predating others by several 
centuries.

The village site is best accessed 
by taking the Slocan Valley Rail Trail 
from the Lemon Creek parking area 
off of Kennedy Road. It can be found 
1.5 kilometres north of the trailhead 
(a 15-minute walk or short bike ride). 
Kennedy Road is approximately six 
kilometres south of the Village of 
Slocan or 40 kilometres north of the 
Highway 3A junction on Highway 
6. Plan to arrive at the site any time 
between 11 am and 12:30 pm to hear a 
short presentation by Dr. Goodale prior 
to a guided tour of the site.

A BBQ and refreshments following 
the tour will be hosted by the SVHTS 
at the site. Suggested donations of 
$10 per adult will include the BBQ 
with proceeds going to the SVHTS to 
cover interpretive signage and other 
enhancements of the rail trail.

The SVHTS will also have the 
Kootenay Slocan Lions Club electric 
assist bikes on site for anyone to try 
out and experience the Rail Trail. For 
more information, call 250-355-2397.

submitted
Once again indie music lovers can 

enjoy an audio feast right in the idyllic 

Slocan’s Littlefest music festival a case of small is beautiful
setting of the Little Slocan Lodge near 
Slocan City, being held the weekend 
of July 23-24. What makes Littlefest so 

special? As its name suggests, Littlefest 
is small, with a maximum attendance 
of only 500. It’s easy to find your way 
around, strike up a conversation with 
your neighbour, have a drink – while 
keeping an eye on your kids. 

It is a music lover’s festival, with 
loads of high calibre roots and indie 
music. This year’s line-up features Juno 
Award winners Bedouin Soundclash and 
Alex Cuba, the Handsome Family, Horse 
Feathers, Hillstomp, Top Less Gay Love 
Tekno Party, Plaid Tongued Devils, Scott 
Dunbar, Magic Arrows, the Rembetika 
Hipsters, the White Crows of the New 
Apostolic Church and Val Kilmer and 
the New Coke.

People appreciate the beautiful 
setting at Little Slocan Lodge, the free 
on-site camping, discovering their new 
favourite band and the intimacy of such 
a tiny little festival. Locals, visitors, 
musicians and volunteers get to hang 
out and dance in a relaxed and safe 
environment. Littlefest has a beverage 
tent and breakfast-lunch-dinner food 
concession area with local favourite 
vendors like the Preserved Seed and 
Nico’s Coffee Emporium. There’s a kid’s 
zone, lots of shade, bonfire (restrictions 
permitting) and free camping. Car 
camping is permitted in the lot while tent 
campers can walk their gear in closer. 
Folks are reminded not to bring dogs 

We have expanded!  Now three rooms of 
the best “Boho Chic” in the Kootenays!

or alcohol.
Tickets are on sale at Eddy Music 

in Nelson, Slocan Village Market, Gaia 
Tree in Winlaw, Rossland Chamber of 
Commerce, and Sunnyside Naturals 
in Kaslo. They can also be purchased 
online via PayPal at Littlefest’s website. 
Weekend pass tickets are $90 advance, 

$110 at the gate. Adult day tickets are $55 
advance, $65 at the gate. Special rates 
for kids and seniors can be found on the 
Littlefest website or at ticket vendors. 
Avoid disappointment and buy your 
tickets in advance.

For more info or to buy tickets on-
line, check out www.littlefest.ca. 

Littlefest patrons enjoy the intimacy of its ‘small is beautiful’ setting at the Little Slocan Lodge 
and a wide range of top-notch indie music. 


