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by Art Joyce
New NDP leader Adrian Dix 

recently announced the appointments 
to the party’s shadow cabinet. Among 
them were Katrine Conroy, MLA for 
Kootenay West, as critic for seniors and 
long-term care; and Michelle Mungall, 
MLA for Nelson-Creston, as critic for 
Advanced Education, Youth and Labour 
Market Development. We caught up 
with them to ask what issues they hope 
to address in their new posts.
Michelle Mungall

This is a challenging and diverse 
portfolio. How do you see these as 
related and what qualifications or 
experience do you feel you bring to 
this post?

“It’s actually all very linked to issues 
that are connected; 75 percent of jobs 
now are going to require some form of 
post-secondary education. So we need to 
look at how we’re supplying the demand 
by how we support young people.” 

What are the issues you’re hearing 
from constituents regarding this portfolio 
that vitally need addressing? What’s 
missing? 

“The number one issue when I talk 
to students is debt load that results from 
high tuition. It’s jumped 300 percent 
since Christy Clark was deputy premier 
in 2001. BC has the highest interest 
rates in Canada on student loans. You 
combine the highest level of interest 
and the lowest level of student grants 
and what you have is the highest level of 
student debt in the country. Students pay 
more in tuition than the big corporations 
pay in taxes in this province. This is just 
absurd. How can we expect them to be 
contributors to our local economy when 
they’re busy paying off the banks? 

“The youth unemployment rate 
is typically higher than your average 
population but now it’s just skyrocketed. 
The reality is that Mcjobs don’t pay good 
wages, don’t offer stability and what you 
make in a summer will not even cover 
your tuition. Historically you’d rely on 
young people who have some disposable 
income to invest in the housing market, 
but if you don’t create a scenario where 
people can do that you’re hurting the 
whole financial system. This is all 
interconnected. 

“Another thing we should 
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be concerned about is our trades 
training and apprenticeship. There’s 
no independent oversight, it’s purely 
regulated by industry. I’ve been getting 
many complaints from labour that the 
Liberals have cut the public interest 
out of the trades. We had a young 
worker injured in Meadow Creek who 
blew open the whole story of how 
worker safety had been neglected. It’s 
happening for a reason and it’s because 
of government neglect.” 

Assuming the NDP forms the next 
BC government, what policies in its 
current platform will address these 
issues?

“We’ve already committed to 
establishing a student grant program of 
$100 million per year and to eliminating 
interest on student loans by budgeting 
$30 million for that. One of the things I 
want to bring forward is re-establishing 
a public oversight body in training and 
apprenticeship to ensure that students’, 
the public and businesses’ interests are 
met. That’s what government’s role is 
– to find the middle ground, to mediate 
and collaborate. We need better training 
so people can do the job to the best of 
their ability. We are falling short of the 
demand for just green jobs alone by 
60,000 so we need a lot more training 
spaces. And of course green jobs are the 
way of the future if we’re going to build 
a sustainable economy.” 

Have you had some personal 
experience in these areas that gives you a 
feeling for peoples’ needs in these areas?  

“I have two degrees; one from 
Alberta, one from BC. For my first 
degree in Alberta I went through the 
exact same thing students in BC are 
going through. Everything has now 
changed in Alberta, it’s much better than 
it was, but I’m going to be paying off my 
student loan for a long, long time. I also 
struggled with finding work as a young 
person and lived in poverty as a result; 
so I’ve been there.” 
Katrine Conroy

You’ve been appointed Seniors 
and Long-Term Care critic. What 
background or qualifications do you feel 
you bring to this post?

“It’s not a new appointment for 
me; I was the critic as of January, 2011. 
What Adrian did was keep a lot of the 

appointments the same for continuity. 
In 2005-06 I did it as well but I’m really 
glad to be doing it again. It’s about all 
aspects of seniors but we’re adding a 
focus on long-term care.”

What are the issues you’re hearing 
in the constituency regarding seniors’ 
care that vitally need addressing?

“One of the main issues right 
now is the increase in residential care 
rates people are having to pay. Seniors 
are having to spend 80 percent of 
their income on rent so it leaves little 
disposable income. Another issue is 
couples, where that only leaves 20 
percent of their income for the spouse. 
I had one woman ask me, ‘What am 
I supposed to do, separate from my 
husband and go on social assistance?’ 
We need to make sure there’s enough 
appropriate and affordable seniors’ 
housing available. 

“One of the other big issues is the 
lack of funding for home support, which 

has been cut quite a bit. They say it hasn’t 
but it has, there isn’t the support needed 
for seniors to stay in their homes. I know 
home support workers who are frustrated 
and burnt out because they can’t provide 
the level of care their clients need.” 

Will the current BC NDP platform 
address these issues adequately? 
Assuming of course you form the 
majority government.

“We’re definitely looking at seniors’ 
issues and making sure that they’re 
addressed. There’s nothing in the budget 
right now that’s directed at seniors; 
the new premier appointed a seniors 
parliamentary secretary but they used to 
be the responsibility of a minister. The 
government hasn’t met the needs for the 
level of care that’s required.” 

Do you think the IHA’s policies 
regarding seniors’ care are adequate to 
address their needs, or does this need 
reforming?

“They are trying to overhaul some 

of their policies to better meet needs but 
obviously it’s not enough. A few months 
ago there I got a call on a Saturday from 
Trail from a daughter whose parents 
were going to be separated; we made 
some calls and by Monday morning 
they weren’t going to be separated. This 
shouldn’t be happening. People need to 
know I’m there so I can help them work 
through the system and make sure things 
like that don’t happen.” 

Give me a sense of your personal 
feeling, what drives you to do this work 
of caring for our elders?

“You start talking to seniors and 
it’s just wrong what’s happening; these 
are people who gave their lives to build 
our country and they shouldn’t have to 
be worrying now at this time of their 
lives. We have amazing seniors in this 
province; I’m talking to 70-year old 
children who are caring for 90-year old 
parents. I just want to make sure I’m 
there for people who don’t have a voice.” 

by Jan McMurray
Although the May 2 federal 

election brought changes in many 
ridings in the country, there were no 
surprises in our neck of the woods. 
BC Southern Interior remains NDP 
and Kootenay-Columbia remains 
Conservative.

The NDP’s Alex Atamanenko 
was given a third term as MP for BC 
Southern Interior with 50.9 percent 
of the vote (25,176 votes). Coming 

Federal election brings no change locally
in a distant second with 38.9 percent 
(19,276 votes) was Conservative 
candidate Stephen Hill. The Green 
Party’s Bryan Hunt received 6.4 percent 
(3,173 votes) and the Liberal Party’s 
Shan Lavell received 3.8 percent 
(1,872 votes). Voter turnout was 66.4 
percent (49,497 out of 74,519 registered 
voters).

In Kootenay-Columbia (Arrow 
Lakes and Lardeau Valleys), 
Conservative candidate David Wilks 

was elected to be Conservative Jim 
Abbott’s successor as MP with 55.9 
percent of the vote (23,886 votes). NDP 
candidate Mark Shmigelsky won 33.2 
percent (14,161 votes); Green Party 
candidate Bill Green received 5.9 
percent (2,532 votes); Liberal Party 
candidate Betty Aitchison got 3.5 
percent (1,492 votes) and Independent 
Brent Bush received 1.5 percent (643 
votes). Voter turnout was 64.2 percent 
(42,714 out of 66,576 registered voters).

Winlaw Water Day – formerly Winlaw May Day – was celebrated in true Slocan Valley style with plenty of drumming, dancing, and fantastic 
costumes in a parade that wound its way down to the Slocan River and back.
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by Art Joyce
BC Hydro has selected Itron 

Inc. to supply approximately two 
million new electric meters over 
the next two years as part of its 
smart metering program. The 
associated software and meter data 
management system are included in 
the agreement, for a total contract 
value of $270 million. Earlier 
this year, a $73-million contract 
for installing the new system was 
granted to Corix Utilities.

The total cost of installing a 
province-wide smart meter system is 
estimated at about $900 million. BC 
Hydro claims that the grid will net 
savings of about $70 million in the 
first three years of implementation 
and a net benefit to customers of 
over $500 million in the long term. 
The real-time data collection system 
is being touted as an effective means 
of recouping annual losses of $100 
million in power theft. It’s also being 
seen as a tool to ‘conserve power’ by 
measuring peak hour consumption 
and charging a higher rate for 
those periods. But so far there’s 
no evidence this accomplishes 
anything more than generating 
more hydro revenue. And there’s 
little transparency in the business 
case being used to justify the nearly 
$1 billion smart metering program. 

The BC government has 
appointed a panel of senior officials 
to review BC Hydro and its proposed 
rate increases, projected at up to 50 
percent over the next five years. NDP 

BC Hydro chooses Itron as smart meter grid supplier
Energy Critic Doug Donaldson calls 
the review “smoke and mirrors,” 
explaining that the BC Utilities 
Commission (BCUC) already exists 
to perform independent reviews, 
but its role was seriously limited by 
the Campbell cabinet last fall. NDP 
leader Adrian Dix has said that if 
elected premier, he would scrap the 
expensive smart meter program and 
reinstitute BCUC’s decision-making 
powers. 

According to literature provided 
by Itron, their OpenWay smart 
meters use wireless communications 
to transmit and receive data between 
meters and a collection device or 
cell relay access point. Individual 
smart meters are part of a ‘mesh’ 
network, transmitting data to a 
utility access point usually installed 
on utility or light poles. These access 
points are designed to transmit data 
from up to 5,000 smart meters to the 
utility company. 

Access points have a similar 
transmitter to smart meters as well 
as a data card similar to wireless 
cards used in laptop computers. 
These typically operate at .25‐1 
watt in the 800‐900 megahertz or 
1.9 gigahertz range. In challenging 
terrain such as found throughout 
BC, the smart meters may transmit 
or ‘hop’ from one meter to another 
in order to reach an access point.

BC Hydro claims that the 
meters will communicate four to 
six times a day – for a total average 
daily transmission of one minute. 

“The cumulative exposure to radio 
frequency from a BC Hydro smart 
meter – over its entire 20-year 
life span – is the equivalent to the 
exposure during a single 30-minute 
cell phone call.” Itron’s estimate is a 
little higher: “A relay device actively 
transmits data for approximately 
13 minutes per day in total, which 
means it’s not transmitting data for 
99 percent of the time.” 

Fine, in theory. However, in 
practice this has not been found to 
be the case. Smart meters installed 
in California and Ontario have 
been found by citizens monitoring 
these microwave emissions to be 
transmitting almost continuously. 
For those who are electrosensitive 
– including many school children 
whose immune systems are still 
developing – these signals have been 
shown to cause disruptions of cardiac 
rhythms, and other symptoms such 
as headaches and insomnia. Schools 
in Ontario that have installed Wi-Fi 
systems which transmit at similar 
levels have had to keep defibrillators 
on hand for teens experiencing 
cardiac arrests. This effect has been 
verified in clinical tests done by Dr. 
Magda Havas of Trent University. 

Itron and BC Hydro are stating 
that smart meters will transmit at 
levels .5 percent of Health Canada 
and FCC exposure guidelines, 
claiming that there is no consensus 
of harm in scientific studies as long 
as power levels are low enough 
not to heat tissue. Yet international 

microwave radiation experts such 
as Dr. Olle Johansson of Sweden’s 
Karolinska Institute, Dr. Martin 
Blank of Columbia University, 
Dr. Havas and others have called 
Canada’s Safety Code 6 outdated 
and inadequate to protect public 
health. Dr. Blank, in an open letter 
to Langford city council regarding 
cell towers, states: “We can state 
unequivocally that electromagnetic 
fields can cause single and double 
strand DNA breakage at exposure 
levels that are considered safe under 

the FCC guidelines in the USA.” 
According  to  BC Hydro 

Communications Manager Cindy 
Verschoor, “BC Hydro is considering 
potential options that could be 
offered to customers concerned 
about the potential effect of radio 
frequencies on their personal health.” 
So far Verschoor has not stated what 
these options would be.  

A community meeting about 
smart meters is being held at WE 
Graham school library in Slocan on 
May 11 at 7 pm. 

submitted by June Stockdale
With the expansion into the 

lower level now complete and a new 
name – the Nelson Public Library 
–  to reflect greater involvement 
with outlying rural communities, the 
doors of the library have opened to a 
new era and many new possibilities. 

“The renovations to the library 
allow us to better serve the growing 
number of residents who use our 
facility,” explained June Stockdale, 
Chief Librarian. “Memberships 
from Regional District Areas F and 
H south have increased by more 
than 60 percent since January, when 
universal access to library service 
became available for them.” 

There is more going on than 
just a change in name and look. 
The library is also working with 
its partners and interested residents 
to create a strategic plan for how 
it can best meet the diverse needs 

Nelson library gets new name to go with expansion
of our communities over the next 
five years. 

“It is widely recognized that 
having access to high quality 
information is essential to participate 
in an information-based economy, 
yet many are feeling overwhelmed 
by the challenges of doing so,” 
says Stockdale. “We are having 
wonderful discussions about how the 
library can support people to access 
and navigate the emerging worlds of 
information and technology.”

All residents are invited to 
provide input into future library 
services by completing a community 
survey, which can be accessed 
via the library’s website at www.
nelsonlibrary.ca. Paper copies of 
the survey are also available at the 
Library until mid-May. The draft 
strategic plan will be available for 
public review and comment later 
this spring. 
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JAPANESE EARTHQUAKE RELIEF 
FUND

On March 11, 2011, Japan was hit by 
one of the largest earthquakes ever 
recorded.  The 9.0 magnitude quake 

spawned a deadly tsunami that slammed 
into the nation, leaving a huge swath 
of devastation in its wake. Thousands 

of people are dead and many more are 
missing or injured; almost half a million 

people are homeless.

The New Denver Kyowakai Society 
and the New Denver Buddhist Church, 
both organizations with close ties to our 
community and Japan, have established 

a “Japanese Earthquake Relief Trust 
Fund” at the New Denver Kootenay 
Savings Credit Union to which each 

organization has generously donated 
$1,000.00.  Donations to the fund will be 
disbursed to assist with the provision of 
relief and emergency services to victims 
of the earthquake and tsunami. Those 
persons wishing to make a donation to 
the relief fund may do so at the New 

Denver Kootenay Savings Credit Union, 
Masterplan Account No. 2478-6.  Tax 

receipts are available upon request to the 
New Denver Kyowakai Society.

‘10 Media’ Student 
Exhibition

featuring the work of Barbara 
Maye students will be held at

 “Studio Connexion”
203 - 5th Avenue, Nakusp BC

Friday, May 13th 4-8 pm (Opening Reception)
&

Saturday, May 14th 1-4 pm

Please join us in the celebration 
of these new works!

ALFA Guild Gallery gratefully acknowledges the financial 
support of CBT/CKCA in providing funding for the 2009-2010 

Program 4 Arts and Heritage Mentoring/Master Classes

by Art Joyce
The West Kootenay continues 

to distinguish itself as a vibrant 
cultural capital, this time in music. 
No less than four of our artists 
were nominated for awards in the 
BC Interior Music Awards held in 
Kelowna April 23. Adham Shaikh, 
Wassabi Collective, Dominique 
Fraissard and Jude Davison were 
among nominees from across BC 
who converged on the Kelowna 
Community Theatre for a day of 
workshops preceding the awards 
ceremony. The envelope please…

And the winners are: Jude 
Davison, for CD/DVD artwork 
design of the year and concept/
collaboration recording of the year 
for his double album Outskirts 
of Eden; Wassabi Collective for 
urban/dance recording of the year 
for Get It!; and Adham Shaikh, 
for roots/world recording of the 
year for Universal Frequencies. 
Fraissard was nominated in four 
categories, for producer of the year, 
folk/traditional album of the year, 
roots/world recording of the year, 
and the peoples’ choice award, which 
went to Leah West. 

In the pre-ceremony media 
scrum, Shaikh joked that the awards 
event should have been dubbed the 
‘Wassabi Collective Awards.’ The 
Nelson-based urban dance group 

Kootenay artists feature prominently in BC Interior Music Awards 
was nominated for album of the year, 
engineer of the year, producer of the 
year, CD/DVD artwork of the year, 
group of the year, and urban/dance 
recording of the year. However the 
judges were clearly smitten with 
Greg Sczebel, who walked off with 
eight awards from the 24 categories 
for his album Love and the Lack 
Thereof. By the time Sczebel was 
handed his sixth award, Rahj from 
Wassabi good-naturedly joked that 
the event should have been called 
the ‘Greg Sczebel Awards.’ 

Davison is an instructor at the 
Selkirk College music program in 
Nelson and a 30-year veteran of the 
music industry. He was a musical 
collaborator with the late Blake 
Parker, combining Parker’s poetry 
and prose with Davison’s roots/
blues Americana, a style that still 
strongly flavours Outskirts of Eden/
New Fruit for Eve. The latter disc 
resulted from an album of duos 
that never materialized. Rather 
than lose the work that went into 
the project Davison seized upon 
the opportunity to make his White 
Album, drawing from a broad sweep 
of genres including Latin jazz, 
swing, bluegrass, and rock. Davison 
sees himself as reviving the concept 
album, starting with 2009’s Circo 
de Teatro, which featured a 10-piece 
band in full make-up portraying the 

various characters in a Mexican 
circus troupe. “I just wanted to keep 
that energy going, rather than doing 
what I usually do, which is to go off 
on another tangent. I thought I should 
stay with this mode a little longer, so 
I started writing songs immediately 
after Circo.” Davison was generous 
in crediting the photographic artwork 
of Eric Vondy that makes Outskirts 
of Eden such an elegant visual treat.

Shaikh’s album Universal 
Frequencies is his 11th to date and 
his BCIMA award follows upon a 
2006 Juno Award nomination for 
world music album of the year. The 
album was released last year about 
the same time as Resonance, an 
album of ambient ‘chill-out’ music 
and film scores – a counterpoint to 
the more upbeat, dance energy of 
Frequencies. Resonance features 
music from documentary filmmaker 
Velcro Ripper’s film Fierce Light 
and Shaikh is developing material 
for Ripper’s next project. Shaikh’s 
father was from Kashmir and his 
mother was English, “so I grew up 
listening to Nusrat Ali Fateh Khan on 
one side and Mozart on the other.” 
Trained as a classical pianist, Shaikh 
said he initially resisted his father’s 
advice to remix music from the 
Indian subcontinent but has come 
full circle, featuring it prominently 
in his soundscapes. Although he 

employs sampling in his music, the 
loops are created by recording actual 
musicians he respects from various 
traditions rather than just using found 
samples. 

Wassabi Collective originally 
began as a loose collaboration of 
open mic session musicians about 
12 years ago in Penticton, and has 
been based in Nelson for the past 
seven years. The band’s sound fuses 
pop, rock, hip-hop, roots reggae, 
funk, jazz and whatever else they 
can throw in. They have shared the 
stage with Bedouin Soundclash, 
Michael Franti and Spearhead, 
K-OS, and Adham Shaikh, among 
others. Their previous album Stories 
Not Forgotten won album of the 
year at the BCIMA awards in 2008 
and singer Melissa Meretsky also 
won female performer of the year. 
They were featured performers 
at the 2010 BCIMA ceremonies. 
Those awards helped attract the 
attention of Salmon Arm Roots and 
Blues organizers, where Wassabi 
performed last year. Drummer 
Jimmy Lewis also performs with 
Slocan Valley-based Gemma Luna 
Trio featuring New Denver’s Brian 
Stolle, Terradactagon, and several 
other groups.

The awards are organized by 
Shelly Vida and Mark Greenhalgh, 
who took the helm three years ago 
from what had been the Okanagan 
Music Awards. Vida says they 
realized the scope of musical 
talent was far broader than just 
the Okanagan so the awards were 
rechristened the BC Interior Music 
Awards, covering all of BC except 
for the West Coast and Vancouver 
Island. “The previous awards had 
been a best-of, so we decided rather 
than it being a popularity contest 
we’d base it on the recordings,” 
says Vida. Among the sponsors for 

the event were Murphy’s Landing of 
Nakusp; Barb Murphy presented the 
rock recording of the year to Fields 
of Green. Another Kootenay winner 
at the BCIMA in 2009 was Aspen 
Switzer for folk recording of the year 
for Humble But Bearing No Apology. 
A surprise announcement during the 
ceremony revealed that the awards 
are being ‘re-branded’ next year as 
the BC Indie Music Awards. 

Rahj and Wassabi Collective manager Nicole show off their award for best urban/dance album of the year at the BC Interior Music Awards held in Kelowna April 23. 
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by Jan McMurray
New Denver Mayor and former 

RDCK Chair Gary Wright attended 
his last RDCK board meeting as a 
director on April 21.

RDCK Chair John Kettle reported 
that as a send-off, each RDCK staff 
and board member around the table 
said a few words about him.

“I was really pleased with the 
send-off they gave him,” said Kettle. 
“There was not one bad word about 
him. It was fitting of his service 
and the distinguished way that he 
comported himself on behalf of 
the public. I don’t think the public 

realizes how good a job he did. He 
will be missed.”

After the roundtable, Wright 
spoke about each director and about 
the RDCK as a whole. “Everybody 
got their due. It was not always a pat 

on the head, but he left us all feeling 
pretty well,” said Kettle.

Councillor Ann Bunka has been 
appointed by New Denver council 
to replace Wright as New Denver’s 
representative on the RDCK board.

Mayor Gary Wright wraps up career as RDCK director

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary 
subscription!

Send a cheque or Money Order  for 
$10 - $30 to The Valley Voice

Box 70,
New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0
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OPINION

EDITORIAL / LETTERS POLICY
The Valley Voice welcomes letters to the editor and community news 

articles from our readers. 
Letters and articles should be no longer than 500 words and may be 

edited. We reserve the right to reject any submitted material.
Please mark your letter “LETTER TO THE EDITOR.” Include your 

address and daytime phone number for verification purposes.
We will not knowingly publish any letter that is defamatory or libelous. 

We will not publish anonymous letters or letters signed with pseudonyms, 
except in extraordinary circumstances.

Opinions expressed in published letters are those of the author and not 
necessarily those of the Valley Voice.

CORRECTION
In a letter by Ed Nixon in our last 

issue entitled, ‘Our lives and freedoms 
are strictly controlled,’ there was an 
error in a website address where you 
can find an article: ‘Why is marijuana 
illegal?’ The correct website address is: 
www.drugwarrant.com/articles/why-is-
marijuana-illegal/

Trying to understand 
smart meters

We have been given little clear 
explanation for the smart meters BC 
Hydro is beginning to install on every 
household in British Columbia. I can 
understand that they want to encourage 
us to use less power during peak times to 
avoid blackouts. It enables more power 
usage off an existing grid. BC Hydro 
hopes to achieve this by recording our 
usage for different times of the day 
and charging different rates for those 
different times. I don’t really have a 
problem with this, but we have been 
given little information on retrofits that 
are able to achieve this “smarter” use of 
electricity. Shouldn’t it all have started 
with such energy saving devices?

BC Hydro’s continual rhetoric 
is their alleged wish to save energy. 
Then why send continual broadcast 
wireless signals to provide “real time” 
information about our use of electricity? 
This is hardly a way to save electricity. 
Wireless signals use considerable energy. 
It could be compared to shooting bullets 
in every direction in order to hit a target 
– hardly an efficient way to hunt their 
game. Couldn’t the meter readings 
simply be stored in the smart meter 
and sent to the BC Hydro office before 
billing, perhaps via the telephone line 
or a customer’s internet connection? 
Heaven forbid that they should have 
to employ a meter reader to gather the 
readings for the odd house where other 
means of transmission are not set up!

Why this obsession with “real 
time”? We only get billed once every 
two months. Or do they plan to bill us 
in real time too? I think it’s time we get 

off the gadgets a bit and rediscover the 
“real” world in “real” time.

Norbert Duerichen
New Denver

Thanks Nakusp 
Search & Rescue

On April 10, my wife and I were 
driving to the beach to walk our dogs 
when I noticed something in one of the 
sewage ponds. I backed up and saw that 
it was a dog. The sides of the pond are 
quite steep and lined with a slippery 
plastic so the dog could not get out. I 
went to the Sun Valley Gas Station and 
told Stephanie Stenseth, who works there 
and is a member of the Nakusp Search 
& Rescue. She got on her radio and had 
help on the way within minutes. 

We drove back to the pond and had 
another surprise. A deer was in the pond – 
obviously, the dog had chased the deer in. 
A few minutes later, Search and Rescue 
showed up and quickly went to work. 
They hooked the dog several times, but 
he kept slipping out of the rescue tool. 
Sara Hogaboam was in the process of 
taking her shoes and socks off to wade 
into the smelly brew to try and save the 
dog. Lucky for her they managed to get 
the dog out before she took the plunge. 
What a brave young woman! 

The deer was more difficult and it 
took some time to get it out. When it was 
finally out it was so exhausted it could 
not get up and it started to slide back into 
the pond. Nakusp Village worker Wes 
Coleman picked up the deer, even though 
it was soaked with sewage, and moved 
it to safer ground. The guys covered it 
with a blanket. Last I heard is that Wes 
had taken the deer to his barn and put it 
into one of his horse stalls to let it recover.

I would like to thank Gord 
Hogaboam, Brennar Livingstone, Sara 
Hogaboam, Wes Coleman and Stephanie 
Stenseth for the rescue that was done 
on their own time without pay. I hope I 
have not forgotten anyone and have all 
the names right. Thanks to all of you for 
your caring and a job well done.

Wayne Lind
Nakusp

Kaslo & District 
Community Forest 
Society AGM

The emotional content of Kaslo 
& District Community Forest Society 
annual general meetings can be 
marvelous to behold. 

It seems half the attending 
members this year had been 
persuaded that the past KDCFS 
board of directors was a pack of 
scoundrels trying to make the income 
from the community forest magically 
disappear. The other half seemed to 
think that maximizing money from 
logging in our watersheds could cost 
us sustainability, long-term planning, 
diversification and opportunities for 
youth. The contrast between these 
viewpoints says a lot about the 
intensity of small town politics and 
the hard work of a few dedicated 
partisans who diligently marshalled 
support for their point of view.

The most contentious debate of 
the evening was over which of two 
methods should be used to ensure 
that a significant flow of cash from 
logging would be committed to 
community organizations. Those who 
distrusted the past board grew angry 
when their method was out-voted by 
a small margin. But it’s interesting 
to note that the method proposed by 
the board would have guaranteed 
MORE money would flow to North 
Kootenay Lake communities than 
the method so strongly advocated 
by the anti-board, pro-money group. 
It’s unfortunate that no one was in a 
mood to listen when Chris Webster 
and Andy Shadrack pointed this out 
before the vote.

The result of the board election 
at the AGM ensures that KDCFS 
decision-making in the coming year 
will be dominated by people who 
were opposed to the past board. 
The big question now is: Will the 
new board turn its back on already 
budgeted items – such as summer 
youth employment, water monitoring 
and long-term planning – in order 
to hand out a few more dollars to 
community organizations next year? 
And will the new board be able to 
gain and hold the trust of the KDCFS 
membership?

Time will tell.
Don Scarlett

Kaslo 
(Past KDCFS board member 

and presumed scoundrel)

SMART METER 
ACTION ADVICE:

 They are separate entities, Fortis 
B.C. and B.C. Hydro, and Fortis 
employees see themselves as being “as 
different, for example, as Canadian Tire 
and Walmart”. To date, Fortis hasn’t  
spent a dime on Smart Meters, nor have 
they yet applied for approval from the 
B.C. Utilities Commision. (BCUC.
org). They will start this process 
after the public hearings. However, 
“You don’t want to wait until we get 
approval” said the employee I spoke 
with, so this makes the public hearings 
very important.  Please try and attend 
or send representation for .June  1st in 
Trail, also Creston, Osoyoos, Kelowna 
and Grand Forks.

There will be a second meeting 
in Slocan May 11th  7 p. at the school 
library to prepare for these hearings 
and to continue to inform people of 
the hazards of wireless devices. In the 
recent words of 17 year old Jordan 
attending high school in Victoria, “My 
home” where his parents have gotten 
rid of the wi-fi, wireless phones etc. 
“has become one of the only places I 
can go to feel better. I shouldn’t have 
to consider moving to the middle of 
nowhere to avoid this thick cloud 
of microwaves.”  But that’s what’s 
happening, we are starting to see EMF 
refugees.

What about keeping our valley 
(“middle of nowhere”!?) for peace from 
these incursions? Ultimately don’t you 
think it’s what the tourists will want 
too? We will suffer economically as 
well as health wise if we start clouding 
up our already very full air streams 
with smart meters, cell phones and 
more wireless.

Smart meters are now banned in 7 
counties in California and opposition 
is growing as everywhere people are 
realizing what a mistake they are. If 
you need more information about 
smart meters as a health hazard,  see 
Citizens for Safe  Technology, or call 
Daphne (355-2854) or Norbert (358-
2745). Others will be aware of the 
not-so-smart financial ramifications of 
Smart Meters.

Thank you for being pro-active.
Daphne of Slocan

Time to focus 
on the children

Nelson Mandela has said, “There 
can be no keener revelation of a 
society’s soul than the way in which 
it treats its children.” 

The Organization for Economic 
Cooperation and Development 
(OECD) annually puts out figures 
comparing infant mortality rates 
in countries around the world. The 
latest figures attributed to Canada 
showed that we had slipped from 
sixth place in the world to 24th with 
5.1 deaths per 1,000 live births of 
infants less than one year old. 

Another indicator of Canada’s 
dismal performance came in the 
latest UNICEF report which ranks 
24 countries in the OECD in terms 
of children’s health, education and 
maternal well-being. The report 
showed that Canada has dropped to 
ninth place in children’s health, and 
17th place in children’s material well-
being, which includes family income 
and housing. Max Bernstein, chief 
advisor on advocacy for UNICEF 
Canada, states, “The level of family 
income is a major influence on all 
aspects of child well-being. Children 
pay the highest cost of inequality.” 

It is clear to economists who 
study income statistics that Canada 
has become less and less an equal 
society during the past two decades, 
and the disparity between the 
wealthiest and the rest of us is 
shocking enough. But the income 
level of the poorest segment of 
our society is truly disgraceful in a 
country as rich as Canada.

While the mechanisms of 
income distribution will not likely 
change anytime soon, it becomes 
plainly necessary for the federal 
government to use its existing 
legislative and financial power to 
counter and compensate for the 
damaging inequalities. Restoring 
unemployment insurance to its 
original purpose and making it 
more easily available is one obvious 
initiative. Raising the level and 
accessibility of family income 
support is another approach. 
Genuine concern will generate 
varied solutions.

We don’t need a fleet of F-35 
stealth fighter bombers, which are 
projected to cost $16 billion all told.

We do need a determined policy 
to rescue our children and youth 
from the limitations of poverty, so 

they may become healthy, educated, 
productive members of society. It can 
be done if the will is there. 

What is more important for the 
country’s future than that? 

Agnes Herbison
Argenta
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Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work, 
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal

WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS
359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539

3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

SLOCAN LAKE BOATING ASSOCIATION
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
LUCERNE SCHOOL 7:00 PM
WEDNESDAY, MAY 11, 2011

by Michael Dorsey
• In the absence of Mayor Wright, 

Acting Mayor Ann Bunka chaired 
the meeting.

• Administrator Gordon reported 
that BC Hydro representatives would 
be attending the May 24 council 
meeting to discuss smart meters. 
Mary Anne Coules of BC Hydro 
wrote that she is “still trying to 
coordinate a date” for Hydro reps 
to report to council on the power 
outages and resultant power surges 
of January 7.

• In RDCK news, Acting Mayor 
Ann Bunka reported on Mayor 
Wright’s final RDCK board meeting 
as New Denver’s representative. 
Wright has been on the RDCK board 
since 1991, and was chair of the 
board fro 2004 to 2010. He has been 
New Denver’s mayor since 1989.

Bunka said the “retirement 
ceremony” for Wright at the board 
meeting was very moving, and 
all directors had an opportunity 
to comment on Wright’s tenure. 
They spoke of his good governance 
combined with humour, his leadership 
examples in politics, his desire 
to give constituents the best deal 
possible, and his acumen and ability 
to save money in his municipality 
while encouraging progress.

As noted by both RDCK and 
Village representatives, Wright 
has succeeded in achieving large 
infrastructure and water system 
improvements while minimizing 
taxes; increased the tourism industry 
profile of the Village; and effectively 
negotiated an enviable Village 
financial position that has created a 
very smooth Village ‘machine’, all 
done with scrupulous attention to 
detail and eye for succession.

C o u n c i l  t h e n  a p p o i n t e d 
Councillor Bunka as the new RDCK 
director for the remainder of this 
term. Councillor Greensword will 
continue as alternate, as well as 
West Kootenay Boundary Regional 
Hospital District board representative 
until the elections this fall.

•  Council lor  Greensword 
reported that the water reservoir 
would be drained soon, in preparation 
for the installation of the new liner. 
The old tank will be used in the 
meantime, so there will be no service 
interruption. 

The crew is working on cleaning 
the Village boulevards. She stated 
that four times the amount of sand 
had been used this winter, and 
encouraged residents to collect it and 
the crews would pick it up.

• In Heritage Advisory Committee 
business, Administrator Gordon 
reported that roof replacement has 
begun on the Centennial building at 
the Nikkei Centre and staff is looking 
for quotes to paint the Silvery Slocan 
Museum.

• Councillor Murphy reported that 
$4,713 was awarded in Recreation 
Commission #6 spring grants-in-aid, 
as follows: Hidden Garden Gallery, 
$250; Lucerne PAC, $300 (rock 
climbing workshop); Lucerne PAC, 
$500 (Little Shop of Horrors); May 
Days (SLAS), $750; ND Quilt Guild, 
$350; New Denver Reading Centre, 
$750; Slocan Lake Early Learning 

New Denver council, April 26: Smart meters to be discussed at May 24 meeting
Society $200; Slocan Lake Gallery 
Society (sound system upgrade), 
$500; Slocan Lake Gallery Society 
(Community Music Program) $500; 
Valhalla Dojo Kyokushin Karate, 
$613.

As well ,  the commission 
approved $336 for purchasing soccer 
balls for Community Soccer.

• Vern and Janice Gustafson, 

owners of New Market Foods, asked 
to have a portion of Kootenay Street 
in front of the market paved. Council 
decided to get paving quotes and add 
the cost (subject to approval) to the 
Village budget.

Council also decided to purchase 
a large garbage container for the New 
Market site, as well as a smaller one 
for Rory Pownall’s new restaurant. 

Administrator Gordon noted that 
this would reflect in slightly higher 
Village garbage rates for the two 
businesses until the cost is repaid.

• Administrator Carol Gordon 
advised council that the Slocan and 
District Chamber of Commerce is 
celebrating its 100th anniversary 
this year.

• Councillor Murphy noted that 

information was available regarding 
online voting for the municipal 
elections. Council and staff will 
investigate and report back.

• Council received the 2010 
annual report and financial statements 
from the Lucerne Association for 
Community Education (LACE), 
which runs the Donation Store and 
Bosun Hall.

submitted by Anne Béliveau
Another year at Gallery Studio 

Connexion and proprietor Anne 
Béliveau is very enthused and proud 
of the line-up of artists she’s put 
together for the 2011 season. Talents 
were found throughout the West 
Kootenays, Kamloops and Alberta.

The exhibits are officially 
starting on May 18 with Bryn 
Stevenson, a young self-taught artist 
from Nelson, who is showing his 
Majestic Mountains. Anne always 
has been impressed by the way Bryn 
handles the oil paints with his knife. 
He gives so much texture and depth 
to his landscapes.

From June 8 to July 2, Boukje 
Elzinga from New Denver is bringing 
a lifetime worth of experience 
through her recent drawings, 
paintings and sculptures. Also 
from the same place, photographer 
Katja Oljuscha Grunther is gracing 
the gallery with her new series A 
Delicate Light from July 6 to July 31. 

Then Ed Kemp, an animal painter 
from Wetaskiwin, Alberta, will show 
his new paintings from August 3 
to 28. He will be followed by his 
daughter Barbara Maye with her new 
work entitled Asanas inspired by last 
year’s beautiful series Llunio.

You can see her artwork from 

Studio Connexion offers exciting new season of art in Nakusp
September 1 to 24.

As a personal motto, Anne likes 
to feature a francophone every 
season. This year, David Langevin 
from Kamloops will honour the 
quaint space from September 30 to 
October 15. Langevin and his blues 
band also have agreed to do a benefit 
dance for the Cinéfil Cinema Club on 
Saturday, October 1.

An additional show is being 
planned for the students of Barbara 
Maye on Friday, May 13 in the 
evening and Saturday May 14 
in the afternoon. Maye’s student 
show arose from the ALFA Guild 
obtaining a CKCA mentoring grant 

for Maye to teach guild members. 
She custom-designed two drawing 
classes of six students each, offering 
instruction on pastels, graphite and 
other drawing media. Maye has three 
shows forthcoming this year, one in 
Calgary, another at New Denver’s 
Hidden Garden Gallery and the one 
at Studio Connexion. 

The gallery also offers a selection 
of art-cards as well as prints from 
current and previous artists. 

Studio Connexion is located 
downtown Nakusp at 203 Fifth 
Avenue NW. It is open Wednesday 
to Sunday from 12 noon to 4 pm or 
by appointment.

by Jan McMurray
Congratulations to the WE 

Graham Destination ImagiNation 
team, who brought home the silver 
from the provincial finals held in 
Richmond on April 16. They won 
the regional competition in March, 
hosted by WE Graham School. 

With the provincial silver win, 
the team qualified for the globals in 
Knoxville, Tennessee. They won’t 
be able to attend this year, but are 
already fundraising for next year. 

Destination ImagiNation is the 

WE Graham’s DI team brings home silver
world’s largest creative problem 
solving program for K-12 youth. 
Teams are given open-ended 
challenges, and present their 
solutions at tournaments. Teams must 
think on their feet, work together and 
come up with solutions that satisfy 
the requirements of the challenges. 
“Participants gain more than just 
basic knowledge and skills – they 
learn to unleash their imaginations 
and take unique approaches to 
problem solving,” states the website 
(www.destinationimagination.org).

submitted by RDCK
Starting May 1, residents of the 

Villages of Nakusp, New Denver, 
Silverton, Slocan and Areas H, I, J, 
K, and the City of Castlegar will be 
utilizing new recycling bins at local 
recycling depots. 

The recycling program will remain 
the same, but the type of collection 
bins will change. The Regional District 
has worked with the service provider, 
Waste Management, to come up with a 
more efficient and cost-effective option. 
The change from a roll-off collection 

Regional District recycling bins changed at all local depots
system to a front load bin system will 
be more efficient for transportation, as 
recyclable materials will be collected 
in a compaction truck. Residents using 
the depots can recycle the same items as 
before, but will deposit all recyclables 
except glass in commingled bins. There 
will be a separate bin for glass.

“Moving to this new front loading 
collection system makes sense,” stated 
Walter Popoff, RDCK director for 
Electoral Area H and the chair of the 
West Waste committee, the governing 
body that directs resource recovery 

efforts in the specified area. “This 
service change will mean increased 
efficiency and allow us to reduce 
our costs. As a service provider, 
Waste Management continues to 
demonstrate their commitment to 
improving service in the RDCK while 
also reducing greenhouse gas emissions 
and minimizing their environmental 
footprint.”

The new agreement with Waste 
Management contract also includes 
a commodity rebate for cardboard, 
newspaper and mixed paper. This will 

allow the RDCK to recover a greater 
portion of the depot system costs 
through the value of the materials 
collected. The new bins will be in place 
at all recycling depots in the west sub-
region by May 1.

During the transition, Waste 
Management will ensure that recycling 
bins continue to be available to the 
public for recycling. Specifically at 
Slocan and Winlaw recycling depots, 
one roll-off container remains onsite 
until the new bins arrive. 

“Under the old system all the 
materials were actually commingled,” 
says RDCK Environmental Services 
Coordinator Nicole Ward. “It gets baled 
in Castlegar and shipped to Kelowna 
for sorting. The new bins mean hauling 
less air and more recyclables, so it will 
mean less trips.” 

Items that are accepted in the 
west sub-region recycling program 
include: mixed paper, metal food cans, 
cardboard (flattened), newspaper, glass 
and rigid food-grade plastics displaying 
the numbers 1-7 (no styrofoam).

For more information visit www.
rdck.bc.ca 

WE Graham’s Destination ImagiNation team, the Pink Panthers, with their silver medals at the provincial finals: Brooklynn, Kelsey, Sierra, Adriana, Maia, Zohara and Lily.
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Join Rowan Lief Tichenor
for a farewell concert:
three diverse sets of
music, including
Goodbye To Fairytales,
unheard piano works,
and new songs.
Special guests:
Allison Girvan,
Tom Padfield,
Adam Marvy and more.

Friday, May 13 @ The Silverton Gallery
Doors open at 7:00. Show at 7:15.
Admission by donation

by Jan McMurray
• During press and public time, 

Mayor Everett announced that 
council’s new policy is to answer 
questions that are related to the 
agenda only. Any other questions are 
to be written to staff and answered 
under Freedom of Information. 
Members of the public in attendance 
were not happy with this, and one man 
walked out in anger after expressing 
his opposition to the policy.

• A public hearing on the zoning 
bylaw was held before the regular 
council meeting. This bylaw will 
replace the 1996 bylaw, and will bring 
zoning in line with the OCP. 

In the new bylaw, because 
septic rules have changed since 
1996, council was able to reduce 
the minimum lot size required for 
construction from three lots to two 
lots, and to increase the allowable 
percentage of lot coverage by a 
residential building from 35 percent 
to 40 percent.

Ty Capelle sent in a written 
submission expressing opposition to 
the bylaw. He feels the bylaw goes 
against the guiding principles of the 
OCP. Because Silverton is mostly 
a retirement community, growth is 
not desirable, he said. He indicated 
that the bylaw was “in the disguise 
of economic development” and 
“overzealous planning.”

C o m m u n i t y  m e m b e r s  i n 
attendance sought clarification on 
parking, applying for variances, and 
grandfathering.

The bylaw was given third 
reading at the council meeting.

• Chief Financial Officer Elaine 
Rogers went over the 2010 financial 
statements in detail. The mayor then 
summarized: “We are in terrific 
financial shape. Next year, all the 
leases will be paid up. We have 
worked hard over six years to pay 
off the leases and debt, and at the 
same time have been able to have 
a surplus.” There is $73,000 in the 
reserve fund, up $28,000 over last 

Silverton council, April 26: New policy unpopular with public
year. The net debt has been reduced 
substantially, from $120,222 last year 
to $9,508 this year.

• Mayor Everett reported that the 
search for a new CAO continues, and 
that Public Works Foreman Leonard 
Casley had completed his Level 2 
water ticket. He also said the Province 
had assured the Small Community 
grant would continue. Silverton will 
receive $265,000 over the next three 
years, which is about $16,000 less 
than the last three-year period, due 
to Silverton’s declining population.

• Councillor Barber reported 
that University of Northern BC 
engineering students would come to 
Silverton for the summer to look at 
alternative sewage disposal systems 
for the Village. Barber will billet the 

students, so the project will be carried 
out at no cost to the Village.

• Katrina Sumrall of Valhalla 
Fine Arts Society was expected to 
attend to ask council to waive the 
Memorial Hall rental fee for the 
Corazon concert, which was held 
as a fundraiser for the choir’s Banff 
trip. She did not attend, but Mayor 
Everett suggested that council make 
a donation of $100 towards the trip 
and leave the rental fee in place. 
Councillor Barber wanted to know 
if the Memorial Hall concert was a 
successful fundraiser and how many 
local residents would be going on the 
Banff trip. The request was tabled 
until those questions are answered.

• Councillor Bell reported that 
the Slocan Lake Stewardship Society 

(SLSS) would like the Village of 
Silverton to provide a letter of support 
for an extension of the ‘Section 16 
Map Reserve’ on the crown land 
adjacent to Slocan Lake. This reserve 
puts a freeze on any new development 
along the lakeshore. Council agreed 
to provide the letter.

Bell explained that representatives 
of the SLSS had made a presentation to 
the RDCK Rural Affairs Committee, 
requesting that the RDCK apply 
to the Province for the extension. 
Section 16 of the Land Act allows 
the minister to temporarily withdraw 
Crown land from disposition for 
any purpose the minister considers 
advisable in the public interest. The 
reserve was placed while the Area H 
North OCP process was underway, 

and is due to expire this fall. The 
SLSS would like the reserve to 
remain in place until the Slocan Lake 
Management Plan is completed. The 
Rural Affairs Committee agreed 
to request the extension as long as 
all three municipalities on the lake 
support this.

• On other RDCK business, 
Councillor Bell reported that there 
will be no tipping fees at landfills for 
invasive plants. She said the RDCK 
has 300 employees, 300 volunteer 
firefighters and 300 volunteers 
sitting on commissions, etc., so the 
organization does administrative 
work for 900 people.

• Council has authorized the 
renewal of the fire services contract 
with New Denver.

submitted by Malin Christensson
Where do you get local seeds 

or manure for your garden? Is there 
someone raising chicks for sale in the 
Slocan Valley? Who could you ask 
about how to keep honeybees? 

There is lots of interest in 
gardening and eating local food, yet 
sometimes it seems both a mystery 
and an illegal activity to follow a 
100-mile or 10-mile diet. Soon a 
local food guide for the Slocan Valley, 
produced by the Slocan River Valley 
Farmers, will help to connect farmers 
and consumers.

The local food guide is being 
compiled this spring in a printed and 
online version, and will be added 
to the existing directory at www.
slocanvalley.com. A Kootenay-wide 
directory, Our Growing Community, 
is being put together as well.

The Slocan River Farmers 
hope that the local food guide will 
facilitate backyard food production 
and strengthen the local food system 
through connecting consumers 
with farmers. The distribution and 
promotion of the guide will also help 
to raise awareness of the benefits 
of local food for carbon emission 

Slocan Valley farmers group producing local food guide
reduction, health and the economy. 
Many individuals and organizations 
are working on food security, and 
the local food guide could facilitate 
more networking among farmers, 
businesses and groups.

Besides the joy of eating your 
own produce and the health benefits 
of fresh, natural and less processed 
food, there are many other reasons 
to eat local food. The David Suzuki 
Foundation lists eating locally as 

one of the top 10 things we can do to 
reduce our global footprint. 

When we buy a local food 
product, the local producer receives 
a higher percentage of our food dollar. 
This money is then circulated many 
times throughout our communities, 
strengthening our local economy. 

The Slocan River  Val ley 
Farmers was established in 2007 in 
Winlaw with the purpose of creating 
a thriving and viable ecological 

farming community in the Slocan 
River valley. The farm group 
operates autonomously as well as 
functions as the Slocan Valley social 
and educational committee of the 
Kootenay Organic Growers Society 
(KOGS). 

If you’d like to be included in the 
local food guide for the Slocan Valley 
– from Playmor junction to Hills – 
please contact Malin at 250-355-0053 
or malinchristensson@hotmail.com.

by Jan McMurray
Work on an interpretive signage 

project in Sandon has come to a halt.
The RDCK has issued a press 

release that states: “Sandon residents 
and stakeholders have not reached 
consensus on how to move forward 
in regards to an interpretive signage 
project in the community, resulting 
in the RDCK cancelling a meeting 
to discuss the project.” 

Back in June 2009, at a meeting 
spearheaded by Area H Director 
Popoff, Sandon residents and 
stakeholders agreed that the RDCK 
should apply for funding for an 

“Unresolved issues” in Sandon put a stop to signage project
interpretive signage project and 
for a heritage conservation plan. 
Although the funding applications 
were not successful, a committee 
was formed to start working on 
the signage project. The committee 
had representation from Sandon 
residents, the Sandon Historical 
Society and Klondike Silver. 

A meeting of the committee 
was scheduled for March 15, but 
was called off. Committee members 
received a phone call from RDCK 
planner Meeri Durand, who was 
leading the project, to inform them 
that there were “unresolved issues” 
in Sandon that would need to be 
addressed before the project could 

continue.
The RDCK press release states: 

“The RDCK was looking to finance 
interpretive signage in the community 
as a pilot project and will hold 
pursuing funding for the project until 
such a time as a common purpose can 
be agreed to by all involved parties. 

“Director Popoff recognizes 
the heritage values and importance 
of Sandon and once outstanding 
community issues have been 
resolved, will move forward with 
further investigation and options 
for conserving the heritage values 
within the community and the 
potential development of a heritage 
conservation plan.”

submitted by Fran Wallis
Did you know ballroom dancing 

burns 300 calories an hour, painlessly 
elevates the heart rate, helps sustain 
mental acuity besides being big fun? 
Ballroom dance instructor Fran Wallis 
is once again offering classes to help 
you hone your skills and cut loose at 
the same time. 

These classes wil l  a l l  be 
at a beginner/intermediate level, 
starting out absolutely at basics. Yet 
experienced dancers will still have 

Ballroom dance classes 
offered in New Denver

the opportunity to finesse their style. 
One-hour classes are held at the 

health centre gym in New Denver 
for the next five weeks. Here is the 
schedule, starting Tuesday, May 3, 
6:30 pm East Coast swing, uptempo 
and versatile with foxtrot, classic and 
smooth at 7:30, shifting to waltz, 
traditional and three-quarter time at 
8:30; Wednesday, May 4, 6:30 pm 
is Cha-cha uptempo Latin sizzle, 
moving to East Coast swing at 7:30 
and foxtrot at 8:30; Thursday, May 5, 
6:30 pm is foxtrot, then waltz at 7:30 
and East Coast swing at 8:30. The cost 
is $50 per person, youth/teen $25, two 
classes $90. Singles are welcome. 

If the fee is difficult for you 
in these tough economic times, 
please let Wallis know what you can 
comfortably contribute. Everyone 
is welcome. Hope to see you on the 
dance floor soon! 

Pre-registration is required; 
contact magic@redmtn.ca or call 
250-358-2448.

• FRESH PRODUCE • FRESH BAKERY
• FRESH CUT MEATS • ORIENTAL/ITALIAN FOODS

j SALE PROGRAMS j
• WEEKLY FLYER ADS • MONTHLY “SAVE” PROGRAM

• SUPER “3 DAYS” SALE (ONCE A MONTH)
• IN-STORE SPECIALS (MANAGER’S PICK OF THE WEEK)

SINCE 1996
NEW DENVER • SILVERTON
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Nakusp, BC 
250-265-3681

• LUMBER
• SIDING
• INSULATION
• ROOFING
• DRYWALL
• FLOORING
• HARDWARE
• GENERAL PAINT
• PLUMBING
• ELECTRICAL
• WOOD STOVES
• WINDOWS/DOORS
• SCAFFOLDING
• ENGINEERED FLOORS
• ROOF TRUSSES
• TOOL RENTALS
• AGRICULTURAL FEEDS
• GARDENING SUPPLIES
• GREENHOUSE

OPEN
8 am - 5:30 Weekdays
9 am - 5:00 Saturday

The Best Lumberyard 
in the Kootenays

We deliver!

Halcyon Assisted Living 
Society (HALS) is inviting 
Expressions of Interests 
( E O I )  f r o m  q u a l i f i e d 
contracting companies for 
the renovation of a suite 
at Halcyon House, an 
Assisted Living facility in 
Nakusp. Interested parties 
may request an electronic 
version of the EOI package 
by emai l ing ASLCS@
ASLCS.com. The deadline 
for submitting an EOI is 
Friday May 27, 12 noon. 
If you have any questions 
p lease  con tac t  Mark 
Brunton, Executive Director 
at 250-265-3674-ext. 210

NAKUSP & THE ARROW LAKES

Nakusp Citizen of 
the Year Banquet
The Awards ceremony 

will be at the Legion Hall 
May 7, 2011 Saturday

The winners are George 
Harding and Hazel Rossman

Tickets are at Barton Insurance 
$16.00 

There will be a meal served by 
the Legion Ladies w/ dessert.

Sposored by the Nakusp & 
District Rotary Club

Nakusp 
Citizen 
of the Year

WEEKLY SPONSOR:
Selkirk Realty

Kelly Roberts
(250) 265-3635

www.royallepage.ca

GRACIE NEEDS A LOVING 
HOME!! P.A.L.S. needs a good 
home for this grey beauty. Gracie 
(F856F) is a medium hair, spayed 
female. She is a bit shy as she 
was lost and out on her own for 
awhile. If you would like to meet 
Gracie, please call P.A.L.S. at 
250-265-3792 or email at info@
pals-online.ca.
 
PALS would appreciate donations 
of any plants for their Mother’s Day 
Plant Sale. Call the hotline.  

by Jan McMurray
A preliminary draft of Nakusp’s 

2011 budget was presented to council 
by Acting CAO Lynda Tynan at the 
April 26 council meeting.

The budget presented includes 
a total of $8,400 more taxpayer 
dollars than last year’s budget, or a 
one percent increase in tax dollars. 
However, there are still some items 
on council’s wish list, so the increase 
in tax dollars could go as high as 
three percent before the budget 
is finalized, Tynan estimated in a 
telephone interview.

At the council meeting, council 
agreed with the staff recommendation 
to borrow $698,276 to re-finance the 
2006 hot springs loan, and to borrow 
$108,000 to pay for the Village’s 
contribution to the construction of 
the Emergency Services building.

Tynan explained that it is a good 
time to borrow, because interest rates 
are very low. She also explained that 
the Village currently has a very low 
debt load ($377,666) and has over $7 
million in borrowing power. 

Nakusp and area residents will 
likely remember that in 2006, faced 
with major renovations at the hot 
springs, it was decided to borrow 
internally. A total of $648,276 
was taken out of five different 
Village reserve funds to pay for the 
renovations. “It was a good decision 
to borrow the money internally 
in 2006, because borrowing rates 
were high,” explained Tynan in the 
interview. “However, it put pressure 
on the capital reserves, and now it’s 
time to re-finance, while interest 
rates are low.”

Council has agreed to borrow 
$698,276 to pay back the reserve 
funds and to pay for the $50,000 
project to protect the source of the 
hot springs water in 2011. This 
debt will cost the Village about 
$58,500 per year over 20 years. A 
comparison of the long-term debt 
load of 15 municipalities about the 
same size as Nakusp puts Nakusp 
in second lowest place now, and 
sixth lowest after borrowing the 
$698,276 to re-finance the hot 
springs loan. This borrowing will 
bring the Village’s long-term debt 
load up to $1,075,942.

Draft budget presented to Nakusp council, April 26, 2011
Tynan explained that replenishing 

the reserve funds and paying off this 
debt over time will significantly 
save tax dollars. Because reserve 
funds have been low, some capital 
items have been paid for out of 
the operating budget, which is 
mainly fuelled by tax dollars. “For 
example, we put away money every 
year in the Equipment Replacement 
Reserve Fund so that vehicles can 
be replaced when necessary. When 
we take that money away with 
internal borrowing, when a vehicle 
needs replacing, the taxpayers have 

to come up with the money,” she 
explained. “So spreading it out over 
time will save significantly.” 

Paying for capital items through 
the operating budget has resulted in 
a deficit in the operating budget. The 
deficit was $277,255 at the end of 
2009, and is expected to have grown 
in 2010. Financial statements for 
2010 are not yet complete.

Tynan said most of the capital 
items that have been paid for out 
of the operating budget are the 
Village’s contribution to the projects 
financed by grant money. Part of 

the agreement with the grantors of 
the Emergency Services building, 
for example, was that the Village 
would contribute $200,000 in kind. 
“This was direct labour by Public 
Works, so it still needs to be paid 
for,” she said. Council had asked that 
$158,000 be put in the budget to pay 
for this. Instead, they have agreed 
with the staff recommendation to 
pay for it with $50,000 from the Fire 
Equipment Reserve and to borrow 
the balance of $108,000. Debt 
servicing on the $108,000 comes to 
about $5,500 per year.

Tynan said that the Village’s 
water and sewer reserve funds are 
healthy, and that the Equipment 
Replacement Reserve Fund and the 
Fire Equipment Reserve Fund are 
well established and will be “back 
on track” once they are replenished. 
What the Village does not have is a 
Capital Reserve Fund for things such 
as street repair. She recommends that 
council establish this fund by bylaw, 
and to develop a long-term capital 
plan. “Nakusp is in a healthy place 
and will be for years to come with 
some good planning now,” she said. 

by Jan McMurray
In May and June, local residents 

are being enticed to the Nakusp 
Hot Springs with an art display 
by Nakusp Elementary students, 
displays by community groups, and 
special rates.

The Nakusp Hot Springs has 
partnered with Nakusp Elementary 
School on the “I Love My Nakusp 
Hot Springs ‘Paint a Tile’ Festive 
Event.”

All NES students will paint a 
clay tile showing what they love 
about the Nakusp hot springs. Local 
potter Crystal Larder of MuddWorks 
will work with the students on the 
tiles, and then will fire the tiles and 
mount them on cement boards. 
Starting May 16, the tiles will be on 
display at the hot springs. Displays 
will rotate weekly, showing the tiles 
from one class at a time.

Robyn Grant, who sits on the 
Nakusp Hot Springs Commission 
and is working on marketing the 
facility with fellow commissioner 
Councillor Joseph Hughes, is excited 
about this first community outreach 
event. She says the hot springs 
manager and staff are also very 
enthusiastic about it. “We want to 
let the community know that we 
want the whole hot springs property 
to be more of a resource to the 
community,” she said.

Community groups will also 
have displays at the hot springs in 
May and June.

Grant  explained that  the 
objective of the hot springs marketing 

Nakusp Hot Springs reaches out to the community
committee is to improve the financial 
wellbeing of the facility. “In doing 
that, it’s important to start with the 
local community, and to work to 
make sure that the hot springs adds 
quality of life to the community,” 
she said.

She explained that this is the 
beginning of a longer term vision for 
the hot springs property. “We’d like 
to work with Nakusp Elementary 
again in the fall, but integrate nature 
walks for the kids as well,” she said. 
“We hope to extend it into the high 

school and the public community 
– having walks with themes at the 
hot springs, and perhaps a poetry 
reading in the forest. We have lots of 
hopes and dreams to become a better 
resource for the community as far as 
quality of life goes.”

submitted by Bill Tobey
Bill Tobey is starting a new business 

– Men with Brooms – in Nakusp.
Men with Brooms is a wood stove 

service company. Offering chimney 
sweeping, insurance inspections and 
installation services, Bill is focusing on 
everything to keep your wood burning 
appliance safe.

Bill has 25 years experience in the 
construction industry. Most recently we 
know him as the past manager of Igloo 
Building Supplies in Nakusp. He has 
always been interested in alternative 
energy sources, and with the current 
state of our economy has decided to 
break out on his own and become an 
entrepreneur. 

“I’m following my dream of owning 
my own business,” he says. “There can 
be no doubt about the importance of 
wood heat in the Kootenays and after 
three years at Igloo always hearing 
‘Who can I call to …’ this is the time 

Men with Brooms - coming to a chimney near you
to start fresh. When the economy is 
down, the opportunities for anyone 
with drive, ambition and a good idea 
are unlimited.” 

In January, Bill took the intensive 
WETT (Wood Energy Technology 
Training) program and now has WETT 
Certification in Site Basic Inspection 
and System Advisor. Bill brings not 
just the knowledge and technical 
skills to his business, but also a real 
dedication to first class service and the 
integrity to deliver what he promises. 
“We all want to make a buck, but even 
more important than making a living is 
delivering a service with real value,” 
he says. 

Starting off, Men with Brooms is 
looking at the Arrow Lakes for a target 
market, focusing on Revelstoke through 
Vernon. 

After 10 years in the Northwest 
Territories and too many years in 
Alberta, Bill is glad to be back in the 

Kootenays where he was born. “The 
people around us are why we call 
somewhere home and the people in 
the Kootenays are absolutely the best. 
We have a lifestyle here that is rare and 
opportunities to become entrepreneurs 
that are limitless. Nakusp has been a 
fabulous experience and Ruth and I look 
forward to many more years running 
Men with Brooms and delivering first 
rate service to the Kootenays.”

So when you need your chimney 
swept or your wood stove inspected 
call Bill Tobey at Men with Brooms, 
250-265-4679.
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Jacob Butt
Certified Electrical 
Contractor
Fully Licenced & 
Insured

office 
(250) 358-2479
mobile
(250) 505-6182

jacob@onetimeelectrical.com
www.onetimeelectrical.com

submitted by the Whole School
The children, parents and teachers 

of the Whole School have been busy 
gearing up for spring. 

The Whole School’s annual spring 
market is coming up on Saturday May 
14 from 11 am to 4 pm on the school 
grounds. Vendors and artisans from the 
community will have tables set up and 
will be selling their beautiful creations.

There are so many talented 
and unique artists in the valley that 
the spring market is always full of 
amazing varieties of original clothes, 
jewelry, crafts and art. There will be 
live music, stories and songs for kids, 
a clown act, face painting, a barbecue 

Whole School gears up with full slate of spring activities
concession and lots of fun.

The school will also be running a 
Ready, Set, Learn event with Jennifer 
Rolufs (as the kinder teacher) at the 
market between 1:30 and 3:30 pm. 
This is a special event for preschoolers 
ages 2–5 and their families to help 
support early literacy activities in 
families and communities. There will 
also be a multi-family yard sale on the 
Whole School grounds on Saturday 
May 28.

The school held its annual open 
house on April 21 to celebrate Earth 
Day with the community. The students 
collaborated on a variety of wind-
related activities and crafts to share 
what they have learned about weather 
with the new families visiting. It was a 
great opportunity for the kids to inspire 

and welcome potential new students 
to the school.

The Whole School children are 
really excited to be sharing some of 
their new skills with the community. 
They have learned a myriad of new art 
forms over the winter and their works 
are on exhibit at the Cedar Creek Café 
now until May 9.

Working with Whole School 
Parents, their teacher and a few 
artists in the community the children 
have learned contour drawing, 
experimented with pop-up art and 
printmaking, been inspired by the 
Eastern Woodland art movement and 
the paintings of Norval Morrisseau, 
looked at patterns of turtles seen 
underwater, and explored the design 
and creation of mandalas. They 

also worked with Grigg Stone, who 
inspired the watercolours and Tara 
Harvey of Airy Mountain Mosaics, 

who inspired the mosaics on exhibit.
For more information call 250-

226-7737.

Whole School student Carlos Berger with his mosaic – one of many on display at the Whole 
School and Cedar Creek Cafe.

submitted by Warren Macdonald
Looking for an inspiring solution to 

a seemingly impossible humanitarian 
dilemma? Then check out The Garden 
at the End of the World, a film by award-
winning Australian filmmaker Gary 
Caganoff, dealing with the complex 
issues facing Afghanistan. The film 
screens at the Threads Guild building 
in Appledale Tuesday, May 17, 7 pm.

The Garden at the End of 
the World “is a film that is both a 
documentary and a travelogue of a 
journey through a ruined land. It is 
stark in its contrasts of the impacts 
of war with the everyday lives of 
people trying to create new lives, of a 
ruined city and the bare beauty of the 
mountains, of the conditions in the 
country and the efforts of one woman 

Award-winning film screening in the Slocan Valley
small of stature but big of goodness 
in doing her small part to put things 
right.”

The film portrays the lives of 
the hardest hit, the widows and 
orphans, who number in tens of 
thousands, following two remarkable 
Australian women – humanitarian 
Mahboba Rawi, and internationally 

recognized permaculturalist Rosemary 
Morrow – who offer alternatives to the 
reconstruction efforts that have clearly 
not worked.

Through these two remarkable 
women Caganoff elicits stories and 
images of Afghanistan rarely seen 
before. Neither sentimental nor 
sensational, the film is remarkable, 

reaching into the depths and 
complexities of war-torn Afghanistan.

A $10 donation is requested, with 
proceeds going to Mahboba’s Promise, 
a non-profit voluntary organization 
dedicated to the women and children 
of Afghanistan.

For more information visit www.
thegardenattheendoftheworld.com.

submitted by Slocan Valley Recreation
Want to go for a nice scenic bike 

ride on the Slocan Valley Rail Trail? 
On Sunday, May 15 beginning at 11 
am at the Winlaw Rail Trail Station, 
the fifth annual Poker Pedal event 
will get underway. 

This year the event is part of 
the provincial Move for Health 
Day 2011, an initiative of the BC 
Recreation and Parks Association. 
Locally it is being sponsored by the 
Slocan Valley Heritage Trail Society 

Fifth annual Poker Pedal invites cyclists of all ages
and Slocan Valley Recreation.

How does the free event work? 
All ages are invited to join us for a 
bike ride. The ride this year begins 
and ends at the Winlaw Station. 
Riders will go north as far as Perry’s 
Siding and have the option of riding 
both ways on the rail trail, or loop 
around the Slocan River back road 
for one direction. Younger riders 
can start the day by challenging the 
bikerRodeo being set up. The total 
riding distance will be around 15-18 

kilometres.
Every step of the way, playing 

cards will be issued and the more you 
collect, the better the odds of getting a 
great poker hand. As we all know, the 
best poker hand wins big at the end of 
the day. Of course, there will be draw 
prizes and refreshments waiting. The 
new electric assist mountain bikes 
will also be on display.

For more information contact 
Slocan Valley Recreation at 250-
226-0008.

by Jan McMurray
Residents of Krestova and New 

Settlement were surprised and none 
too happy when they received their 
voter information cards in the mail. 
The cards indicated they were to 
vote in Robson instead of at their 
traditional polling station in Crescent 
Valley.

Area H Director Popoff contacted 

Polling station mix-up for Krestova residents 
the Elections Canada Returning 
Officer for the Southern Interior 
of BC, who explained he redrew 
the boundary after receiving some 
requests for the change from residents 
who work in Castlegar. 

Popoff reported, “With the 
assistance of the Returning Officer 
for the Southern Interior of BC and 
Elections Canada in Ottawa we were 

able to change the polling station back 
to Crescent Valley for the residents 
of Krestova and New Settlement in 
time for Election day of Monday May 
2nd.” Unfortunately, those who voted 
in advance had to travel to Robson.

Notices were in residents’ 
mailboxes on Friday, April 29 
confirming Crescent Valley as the 
polling station.

submitted by KSCU
Paul Kelly and daughter Beatrix 

from Cedar Creek Café were on hand 
at the West Kootenay Early Years 
Conference to receive the Family 
Friendly Business Award along with 
the Dr. Donald Ellis Dental Clinic 
in Castlegar, El Taco Restaurant in 
Nelson, Frog Peak Café in Crescent 
Valley, Vienna Café in Nelson and 
Waves Hair Design in Nelson.

T h e s e  b u s i n e s s e s  w e r e 
nominated by customers for their 
efforts to provide an accessible 
environment where children and 
families feel welcome and supported. 
Employers were also credited with 
the Family Friendly Employer 
Award for providing family-friendly 
human resource practices from child 
care and play areas, to parental 
leave. Winners in this category were 
Kootenay Kids, Trail FAIR Society, 

Local businesses win family-friendly awards
and Pacific Insight. Kootenay 
Country Co-op was recognized as 
a Family Friendly Business and 
Employer.

These Awards are sponsored 
by the West Kootenay Early Years 
Council and on behalf of the Council 
were presented by our Credit Union 
partners: Aron Burke, Kootenay 
Saving Credit Union, Tom Atkins, 

Brian Poch, Bradley Roulston, 
Nelson and District Credit Union, 
Denise Maier, and Heritage Credit 
Union.

For information on becoming 
a Family Friendly Business or 
Employer call Dorothy Kaytor: 
Early Years Regional Coordinator 
at 250-352-6786 ext. 200 or email 
at childrenfirst@thekoop.ca.

Cedar Creek Cafe and Frog Peak Cafe were two Slocan Valley businesses that recently received family-friendly awards.
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NAKUSP AND AREA 
COMMUNITY FOREST

Open House
Monday, May 16

Nakusp Royal Canadian Legion 
Hall -Downstairs

Doors Open to the Public at 6 PM

Members of NACFOR’s management and 
Board of Directors will be on hand to answer 

questions and provide information
.  

Maps and documentation will be available for 
the following:

Slewiskin (Cutting Permit 102) Status:  CP Approved
Fosthall (Cutting Permit 106) Status:  CP Submitted

Wensley (Cutting Permit 108) Status:  Harvested
Wensley Creek Interpretive Forest Trails Project:  

Status: Planning 

by Jan McMurray
The Kaslo and District Community 

Forest Society held its AGM on April 
21.

Elected to the board were Dick 
Martin (107 votes), John Addison 
(105), Hans Hansen (102), Greg Lay 
(76), and Bruce Freeman (71). Ken 
Butt (58) and Chris Webster (50) 
were unsuccessful. Continuing board 
members include Steve Anderson, 
Steve Fawcett, Donna Cormie and 
Erika Bird.

In a very close vote, (47-45), 
the KDCFS membership decided to 
give back to the community based 
on profit, rather than on a per cubic 
metre amount.

The resolution that passed was 
submitted by the board. It commits 
20 percent of profits earned in the year 
to community disbursements, with an 
equal amount committed to the legacy 
fund, for a total of 40 percent of profits 
going back to the community. 

By voting for this resolution, 
the membership struck down the 

resolutions submitted by Bruce 
Freeman, to commit $2 per cubic 
metre to community disbursements 
and $1 per cubic metre to the legacy 
fund.

Freeman’s resolutions would have 
resulted in a formula for community 
disbursements very similar to the 
formula used for the past year. At 
last year’s AGM, the membership 
voted to pay an annual dividend to the 
community in the amount of $3 per 
cubic metre for all wood except cedar, 
which would pay $5 per cubic metre.

Speaking in favour of the board 
resolution that ultimately passed this 
year, Director Steve Anderson said, 
“…the current formula doesn’t work. 
A community dividend on each cubic 
metre doesn’t make sense. Forestry 
must be determined by ecology first 
and economics second. We need to 
sustainably manage the forest now.” 
He said the disbursements should be 
based on “the money we have earned 
instead of money we hope to earn.”

Freeman retorted that the resolution 

submitted by the board removes every 
measure of financial performance from 
the board. “Everything you receive is 
totally at the discretion of the board. 
We had discretionary funding for three 
years and you got nothing. $3 per cubic 
metre is very easily achievable and 
that’s the only way you will be treated 
fairly,” he said. Freeman added that the 
resolution could lead to cutting forests 
for no profit. “We could lose money on 
every tree cut and I think that’s morally 
and environmentally wrong.”

After a lively discussion, the vote 
was taken by a show of hands and the 
board’s resolution passed by two votes.

The membership voted down the 
fourth resolution, also submitted by 
Freeman, which would have instituted 
voting on the resolutions by secret 
ballot at any time during the AGM. 
This would allow people to leave early. 
Generally, members felt that people 
should stay and listen to the reports 
and the discussion around the issues 
before voting. However, there was a lot 
of support for the secret ballot. 

Steve Anderson explained that 
under the current society bylaws, as 
soon as a member asks, the membership 
can vote on whether or not to vote on 
the resolutions by secret ballot. A 
suggestion was made to include this in 
the ad for the AGM next year.

In 2010, the community forest 
logged approximately 10,000 cubic 
metres of wood (four cutblocks), 
bringing in over $850,000. Standing 
timber inventory was increased by 
50,000 cubic metres, for a total of 
60,477 cubic metres “in the bank.” 
In co-operation with Blackwell & 
Associates, the community forest 
carried out fuel reduction projects at 
Cooper Creek, Davis Creek Park, and 
the Lardeau townsite.

A big project in 2010 was the 
long-term strategy, which will guide 
the five-year plan, scheduled to be 
done in 2011. Also this year, the 

community forest will expand its water 
monitoring program from five streams 
to 14 streams, thanks to $30,000 of 
funding secured by RDCK Area D 
Director Andy Shadrack. Another 
project the board is pursuing is to host 
a symposium with other community 
forest groups in the area.

The organization ended the 
year 2010 with a $167,000 surplus. 
Community disbursements of $27,000 
were distributed. Treasurer Bruce 
Freeman’s written report states that 
the new management contract with 
only one manager should save about 
$15,000 per year. It also states that 
the community legacy fund was 
established within the Community 
Fund of North Kootenay Lake Society 
(CFNKLS) and will now show a 
300 percent improvement in interest 
performance. A surplus of $100,000 
is forecast for 2011.

Kaslo Community Forest holds Annual General Meeting

submitted by Tammy Horick
In March, the Kaslo Trailblazers 

held its annual general meeting and 
reviewed the year’s activities.  

The three major accomplishments 
in 2010 were rebuilding the Buchanan 
Lookout Tower, completed in partnership 
with Columbia Basin Trust, Kalesnikoff 
Lumber and the Forest Action Account; 
rebuilding an old mining trail on the south 
side of the Kaslo River and connecting 
it to the Kaslo water line service road, 
which will be a new three-kilometre loop 
added to the Kaslo River Trail when it 
is completed in 2011; and adding flower 
beds, a sidewalk and improved curbing 
around the cenotaph on Water Street in 
Kaslo, completed in partnership with the 
Kaslo Royal Canadian Legion, Western 

Kaslo Trailblazers nearing completion of trail network
Diversification, the Kaslo Communities 
in Bloom committee and the Kaslo 
Village crew.

Goals for 2011 include continuing 
to improve the Lakeview Trail from 
the Highway 31 road bridge to the SS 
Moyie, and starting construction of a 
second pedestrian bridge at the end of 
5th Street. This is the final phase of 
the ambitious Kaslo River Trail loop 
conceived in 2005.

The bridge will be a major focus 
this year. The plan to build a suspension 
bridge was abandoned due to the 
excessive cost. Instead, the group will 
build a fixed bridge like the steel bridge 
they completed in 2008. The final land 
survey and geotechnical survey will be 
completed in April to determine whether 

a concrete or steel bridge makes more 
sense at the 5th Street location.

Fundraising for the bridge is 
underway. Bridge plaques are available 
for $150, benches for $750 and tables 
for $1,000. The group is organizing a 
walk-a-thon on May 28 to raise funds 
for the bridge. Information and pledge 
sheets can be picked up at Kootenay 
Mountain Sports on Front Street and 
at the Trailblazers May Days table. 
Donations are always welcome.

Work parties are held Wednesdays 
and the occasional Saturday at 9 am. 
Meeting locations are posted on the blog 
on the website (www.kaslotrailblazers.
org).

For more information or to donate 
contact kaslotrailblazers@gmail.com. 

submitted by Roca Mines Inc.
Roca Mines Inc. announces that 

it has arranged a $2.5 million private 
placement with strategic investor SeAH 
Holdings Corp., a company based 
in Seoul, South Korea listed on the 
Korean stock exchange. Proceeds from 
the financing will be used to restart 
production at the MAX molybdenum 
mine and for general working capital. 

The financing is to comprise 10 
million units of the company at a price 
of $.25 per unit, each unit consisting 
of one common share and one half of 
a share purchase warrant. Each full 

Roca Mine investor to help with mine re-opening
warrant will be exercisable into one 
common share of the company for 12 
months following closing at a price of 
$.30. Closing is subject to satisfactory 
due diligence and Republic of Korea 
and Canadian regulatory approval. 
No finder’s fees will be payable in 
connection with this placement.

SeAH has 14 domestic and 22 
overseas subsidiaries/operations 
with business areas in special steel 
producing, pipe manufacturing, IT 
and energy. SeAH Besteel Corp., the 
largest subsidiary of SeAH, is known as 
the number one special steel maker in 

Korea. The company mainly produces 
automotive parts and shipbuilding parts 
for globally renowned automakers and 
shipbuilders. 

Hav ing  ca r r i ed  ou t  much 
rehabilitation, planning and engineering 
it remains management’s goal to restart 
production at the MAX molybdenum 
mine and to continue to advance 
its permitted 1,000-tonne-per-day 
expansion plans. Molybdenum oxide 
currently trades at approximately US 
$17 per pound. 

For more information visit www.
rocamines.com.

Nakusp resident Marc Heroux organized a beach clean-up on April 30. Here, Dwayne and Cecilia Foster and Heroux transport two lengths of 
old steel pipe, 200 lbs of scrap metal, shards of glass, rusty nails, and a wheel to the marina, where a truck was waiting to be loaded up for the 

landfill. Most of this garbage dates back to the days when Nakusp’s waterfront was industrial.
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Hola!

Located in Rosebery, BC

REOPENS 
MAY 5

CINCO DE MAYO 
EVENING OF FUN & 

SPECIALS
SPRING HOURS:

THURS, FRI, SAT, SUN 
5-9 pm

FOR RESERVATIONS
PLEASE CALL:

358-7744

Come and Enjoy 
our Desserts!

Open M
ay Day 

Monday!!!

submitted by Castlegar Garden Club
“You must know…that I look upon 

the Pleasure which we take in a Garden, 
as one of the most innocent Delights in 
Human Life…”

It was as true then, when Joseph 
Addison wrote this in 1712, as now…
gardens and nature are good for the 
soul. He omitted the part about the back-
breaking labour, but suffice it to say that 
the end result of love and labour in the 
garden is a delight. 

In the Kootenays, the opportunities 
for enrichment are many. The season 
starts off with the always wonderful 
Nelson Garden Festival, on Mother’s 
Day weekend, May 7. On Victoria Day 
weekend, Kaslo celebrates gardens on 
Monday May 23, and New Denver 
charms us with their Garden Fest on 
May 28.

Balanced nicely in between, 
Castlegar keeps up the horticultural 
momentum with the second annual 
Castlegar Garden & Nature Fest, 
Saturday, May 14. Situated on the 

Gardening across the Kootenays
beautiful Columbia River, this open-air 
festival is sponsored by the Castlegar 
Garden Club and Castlegar Communities 
in Bloom, with vendors showcasing a 
large array of plants: berry bushes, herbs, 
rockery plants, shade plants, vegetable 
starts, annuals, trees, shrubs, garden art 
and treasures of all kinds. 

Enhancing this year’s festival will 
be Baladi Bellydance, Mirage Middle 
Eastern Dance Ensemble, Mystic Dream 
Dancers, Titus Kanby, Twin Rivers 

Chorale, Wind River Trio, and more. 
Come out on May 14 to the Twin 

Rivers Park/ Millennium Walkway (10 
am to 3 pm) for a day of gardens, plants, 
nature and farming. 

For more information, call 250-
399-4439, email castlegargardenfest@
shaw.ca or check out the listings on 
kootenaygardening.com. 

And remember, the Castlegar Garden 
Club’s annual plant sale is May 7, 9 am-
noon at the Castlegar Station Museum.

The Castlegar Garden Club’s annual plant sale will be held on Saturday, May 7, from 9 am to noon at the Castlegar 
Station Museum, 400 13th Avenue. The club’s Garden and Nature Fest will be held May 14 at Twin Rivers Park.

The Crescent Valley Volunteer Fire Department has a brand new $279,000 tanker. It can hold one-third more water than most other tankers, so 
is a welcome addition to the Slocan Valley, where the fire departments work closely together. Pictured here are members of the Crescent Valley 

department on the left, and Slocan Councillor Hillary Elliott, Crescent Valley Fire Chief Carl Nord and Area H Director Walter Popoff.

Corazon, a Nelson-based youth choir with several members from the New Denver and Kaslo 
areas, performed at Lucerne School in New Denver and the Silverton Memorial Hall on April 19.
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Excavating and Dump Truck Services

M o t h e r s 
are beautiful

Thank you for all that you do!

Treat Mom to a relaxing dip in our pools, or bring 
her to the Kingfisher Restaurant to enjoy any of our 

delicious menus and mom will automatically be 
entered into our Mother’s Day Raffle.

The winner of our Mothers Day Raffle will be pampered 
with a half day spa retreat, complete with personalized 
facial, a Halcyon classic manicure or pedicure and a 55 

minute relaxation massage.

www.halcyon-hotsprings.com

1-888-689-4699

Check out our Mothers Day Menu online or call reservations

Hwy 23, 68 km south of Revelstoke, or 32 km North of Nakusp

May 18 - June 4: Bryn Stevenson

Gallery Hours: Wednesday - Sunday 10 - 4 pm

The work of Lucerne School students during 
this year’s Writers Festival was showcased at a 
coffeehouse at the Silverton Gallery on April 20.

by Jan McMurray
The 100th anniversary of the 

SS Bonnington was celebrated in 
Nakusp April 22 and 23.

On April 22, the Arrow Lakes 
Historical Society showed movies 
of the Bonnington, Minto and the 
Columbia River Drive.

On April  23, the Nakusp 

Nakusp celebrates the centennial of the SS Bonnington
Museum Society hosted the Mirror 
Theatre presentation of Paddlewheel 
Days on the front steps of the Nakusp 
Public Library. Captain Sanderson, 
the first steamship captain on the 
Arrow Lakes, was played by Valley 
Voice publisher Dan Nicholson; 
Tom Abriel, leading businessman 
and community leader, was played 

by Martin Gibbons; and Blanche 
Jordan, wife of one of Nakusp’s most 
influential businessmen, was played 
by Janet Royko.

Following the presentation, a 
delicious cake made by Deb Guest 
was served.

The original banner from the 
Bonnington, made of hemp, was on 

display outside the museum. This 
was one of the treasures found in 
the museum’s storage room during 
renovations this past winter. The 

museum offered free admission, and 
had a record number of visitors (76) 
come through its doors.

The event was funded by CBT.

Mirror Theatre’s Paddlewheel Days was performed during the 100th anniversary celebration of the launch of the SS Bonnington in Nakusp on April 23.

The Slocan Valley Arts Council’s Trash Art Challenge public art show was on display at 
the Passmore Hall April 29 and 30. Here, Copper Chris displays his fascinating piece 

‘Preservation,’ combining elements of copper and wood. 
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WANTED 
TO BUY: 

CEDAR AND 
PINE POLES
John Shantz

• 250-308-7941 (cell)

Please contact: Gorman 
Brothers Lumber Ltd.

250-547-9296

BOOTS
BOOTS is an amiable, low 
maintenance, 5 year old 
healthy neutered male 
tabby cat. He will make 
an excellent family pet. 

Call KAAP at 250-551-1053 
or visit our web site for 

details:
www.homes4animals.com

submitted
Writer Caroline Woodward returns 

to the Kootenays for a reading tour in 
May, with a pocketful of accolades for 
her adult novel, Penny Loves Wade, 
Wade Loves Penny (Oolichan Books) 
and a fistful of award nominations for 
her children’s book, Singing Away the 
Dark (Simply Read Books). She begins 
her Kootenay tour with a public reading 
from Singing Away the Dark at the 
Nakusp Public Library at 1:30 pm on 
Monday, May 9. On Tuesday, May 17, 
she will be in Kaslo reading for children 
at 1 pm at JV Humphries school and 
for adults at 7 pm at the Kaslo Public 
Library, 415 Front Street. 

Both books celebrate the humour, 
ingenuity, struggles and sheer 
doggedness of rural people, from little 
kids to grown-ups. Woodward uses 
classical myths and fears, from Homer’s 
Odyssey of the long trip away from 
home, to the child who walks one long 
mile through the dark morning to catch 
the school bus.

“The genre-crossing of classical 

Author Caroline Woodward returns on Kootenay book tour
myth with a contemporary love story…
is larger than life,” says the Malahat 
Review of Penny Loves Wade, “and in 
Woodward’s hands, any exaggeration 
simply gives the story a playful edge.”

The Vancouver Sun calls the story of 
the long-married Peace River ranchers, 
Penny and Wade, “delectable and 
gripping.” The story of Wade’s long-haul 
truck journey around BC, and Penny’s 
trials keeping the home fires burning and 
the bills paid, immediately hit the BC 
best-seller list and became a book club 
favourite around the province.

Singing Away the Dark, illustrated 
by Julie Morstad, is the story of a six-
year-old girl singing her heart out as she 
walks the long mile to the school bus. 
It’s just been shortlisted for two awards: 
the Ruth and Sylvia Schwartz Award in 
Ontario for picture books and the Amelia 
Frances Howard-Gibbon Award for 
Best Illustrator by the Canadian Library 
Association. 

“Beautiful on both a visual and a 
literary level, Morstad and Woodward 
are a match made in heaven,” says 

the School Library Journal Review. 
“If you’re looking for going-to-school 
books outside of the usual fare that also 
happen to be easy on the eyes, this is one 
of the finer offerings out there. A real 
treat and a great little title. Well worth 
discovering.”

Woodward brings a lifetime of 
adventure and writing to her work. She 
grew up on a homestead in Cecil Lake 
in the Peace River country of northern 
BC, worked as a Canada World Youth 
leader in Sri Lanka and India, was one 
of the students who joined local seniors 
in a 96-day sit-in to save the university 
library in Nelson in 1984, co-owned the 
Motherlode Bookstore in New Denver 
along with her husband Jeff George, 
worked for years as a teacher and then 
a publishers’ sales rep, and now shares 
lightkeeping duties with Jeff on the 
west coast. Her previous books include 
A Blue Fable, Disturbing the Peace, 
Alaska Highway Two-Step, and Work is a 
4-Letter Word, and her short stories have 
been published in dozens of anthologies.

Caroline Woodward’s tour is 

sponsored by the Kootenay Library 
Federation, the individual libraries, 

Oolichan Books and Simply Read 
Books.

Author Caroline Woodward returns to the Kootenays on a reading tour for her adult book Penny 
Loves Wade, Wade Loves Penny and her children’s book, Singing Away the Dark.

submitted by IHA
Interior Health is pleased to 

announce that an additional $5.9 
million will be available in 2011 to 
enhance the care provided to residents 
living in publicly funded residential 
care sites. 

The investment will standardize 
the delivery of residential care across 
Interior Health and will be directed 
to staffing, education and quality 
initiatives. Particular attention will go 

Interior Health announces significant investment in residential care
towards enhancing care for residential 
clients with the highest and most 
complex needs.

“This funding will improve the 
quality and consistency of care for 
seniors, so that regardless of where 
clients live, they have access to the 
same standard and level of quality 
service,” said IH Board Chair Norman 
Embree.

Through this initiative, the majority 
of Interior Health sites will see an 
increase in funding to deliver care 
to residents. Across Interior Health, 

the hours of direct care that residents 
receive at all residential care sites will 
now meet an average of 3.15 care hours 
per resident per day. Care hours include 
the care provided by RNs, LPNs, Care 
Aides, and activity and rehab staff.

“While not all sites will see a direct 
increase in hours, I am very pleased that 
our broad investments in staff education 
and care planning will benefit all sites,” 
said IH Vice President of Residential 
Services Donna Lommer.

Interior Health will be hiring 
additional educators to support frontline 

staff, as well as introducing four quality 
coordinator positions to ensure the 
highest quality of care standards are in 
place at all residential sites.

A similar process of standardizing 
care hours occurred in the IH-contracted 
private partner sites last year when 
Interior Health invested an additional 
$4 million to ensure residents at these 
sites were provided with the same level 
and quality of service. As yet there are 
no details as to how this will play out 
in area residential care homes 

This additional investment is made 

possible through the residential rate 
adjustments that took effect across 
British Columbia in January 2010 
and 2011. All health authorities are 
allocating revenue generated through 
the new rate structure into residential 
care services, ensuring the continuation 
and improvement of quality and 
equitable care.

Interior Health funds 5,185 beds for 
residents requiring 24/7 complex care 
through facilities owned and operated 
by Interior Health and those operated 
by contracted private partners.

submitted by Government of BC
The BC government will provide 

$1.7 million in funding to ensure that  
well-informed public engagement 
on the Harmonized Sales Tax (HST) 
occurs across the province in advance 
of the referendum, Attorney General 
Barry Penner announced recently. 

Under the plan government will 
provide a total of $500,000 for the ‘yes’ 
and ‘no’ sides, subject to conditions on 
the appropriate use of public funding 
and accountability for spending. A 
Public Dialogues Fund of $500,000 
will be created and independently 
managed by the province’s public 
universities, colleges and institutes 
to hold informative public dialogues 
in advance of the referendum. To 
launch this process a Talking Taxes 
series of events is being held province-
wide through telephone town halls, 
stakeholder meetings, and website 
information. 

“Over the next three weeks we 
want to hear from British Columbians 
about fiscally reasonable policy options 
available to improve the HST,” says 
Minister of Finance Kevin Falcon. 
“While it is clear to everyone the 
implementation of the HST was poorly 
undertaken, this engagement will assist 
in helping us to better understand what 
changes could be made to improve 
the HST.”

A comprehensive voter’s guide 
will be sent to every home in BC, with 
information on the referendum from the 

Government provides funding for HST referendum
main ‘yes’ and ‘no’ groups; a summary 
of the independent panel report on 
the HST; and other information. The 
cost of this guide is approximately 
$700,000. 

Elections BC will begin mailing 
out referendum ballots for the HST to 
all registered voters on June 13. July 

8 will be the last day for unregistered 
voters to request a ballot. Results of the 
vote are expected in August. 

To ensure a fair process for 
allocating public funding and mediate 
any disputes over the public dialogues, 
the Honourable Stephen Owen, QC, PC 
has been appointed as an independent 

funding decision-maker. Owen, a 
former BC Ombudsman, is acting in a 
personal capacity utilizing his extensive 
background in public engagement and 
mediation. He will make public funding 
allocation decisions for both sides as 
well as finalizing an appropriate format 
and locations for the public dialogues. 

by the Kootenay Library Federation
It’s a book club anyone can join – 

and you don’t even have to provide hors 
d’oeuvres. One Book, One Kootenay 
(OBOK) is a region-wide book club 
that celebrates the work of the talented 
writers living in the Kootenay Boundary. 
This year, readers from across the 
Kootenay region will read and vote for 
the book they feel all Kootenay book 
lovers should read.

Three Kootenay authors share 
the spotlight for the third annual One 
Book, One Kootenay award. The 2011 
nominees are: Far From Botany Bay by 
Rossland’s Rosa Jordan, The Glass Seed 
by Nelson’s Eileen Delehanty Pearkes 
and Living in the Shadow of Fisher Peak 
by Cranbrook’s Keith Powell.

Far from Botany Bay and Living 
in the Shadow of Fisher Peak are both 
historical fiction, but the similarities 
end there. Jordan’s novel is set in the 
Australian penal colony of Botany 
Bay, the high seas, and 18th century 
England. In Living in the Shadow of 
Fisher Peak Powell delves into the wild 
escapades of the Kootenay Gold Rush, 

One Book One Kootenay 2011 nominees announced
with all of its characters and colour. 
The Glass Seed is a personal reflection 
of a woman coming to terms with her 
mother’s Alzheimer’s disease.  Pearkes’ 
poetic, insightful approach results in a 
surprisingly uplifting book.

All of the One Book, One Kootenay 
shortlisted books are available at the 
public libraries in Kaslo, Nakusp and 
Nelson. Readers are invited to discuss 
the books, either with friends or online. 
For more information go to the Kootenay 

Library Federation website at obok.ca, 
where you can read up on the authors and 
their books, look for literary events near 
you, and engage in online conversations 
or post comments. 

Ballot boxes will be at Kootenay 
libraries Library from May 17 to July 30. 
Winners will be announced September 8, 
on International Literacy Day.

OBOK is public library supported 
program initiated by the Kootenay 
Library Federation.

The Slocan Valley Lions Club now has electric assist bikes available for those 55-plus to get out and enjoy the Slocan Valley 
Rail Trail. In this photo, Don Munro of the Slocan Valley Lions Club shows off the two new Wisper Bikes with Rory Lindsay 
and Dennis Stefanik of the Slocan Valley Heritage Trail Society. A third electric-assist trike is also on the way. Funding 
for the Seniors on Bikes and Skis (SOBS) Program was made possible through the New Horizons for Seniors Program. 
If you’re a senior who wants to take advantage of these bikes, please contact Slocan Valley Recreation at 250-226-0008.
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Gerflor “Texline” flooring (4 m wide)  
 Glue, Velcro tape, or loose lay installation 
 Barrow Brick #1170,  Ocean True #0254

reg. $22.95/sq yd   Sale $16.95/ sq yd
Check it out: www.gerflor.com  

Laminator Plus Kit  
 “Shines, Protects, Restores, last for months, 
 HARDWOODS, LAMINATES, CORK, 
 BAMBOO,  Biodegradable  

reg. $88.88   Sale $69.95  
Check it out: www.lamanatorplus.com    
all other Laminator products 25% off

True Value Latex Ceiling Paint  
 “Brite White” non-splatter formula 3.78 liter  

reg. $23.99 ea  Sale $16.75

Warehouse  Special Buys
Bathroom Lavatory faucets 
 Oil Rubbed Bronze, Brushed Nickel,  
 4” centers w/pop-up  

               reg. $39.99 Sale $29.99   

Bathroom Sink  
 White Oval, “vitreous china”, 4” centers

reg. $34.99 Sale $27.99

BAMBOO FLOORING 
 Woven Cherry “Valinge click system”  

reg.  $5.80/ sq ft  Sale $4.79/sq ft 
Check it out: www.valinge.se

submitted by Jon Steinman
With the West  Kootenay 

having become fertile soil for many 
innovative food system initiatives, 
another project is now underway 
which hopes to build the capacity 
within the West Kootenay to form a 
regional food system organization. 

Often referred to as ‘food 
councils,’ ‘roundtables,’ ‘networks’ 
or ‘coalitions,’ hundreds of these 
types of regional organizations 
already exist throughout North 
America. These groups act to 
broadly support the interests of those 
who make a living within the food 

Planting the seeds for a regional food organization
system and exist to help enhance 
access to healthy and tasty food for 
all residents. 

For almost five years, Jon 
Steinman of Kootenay Co-op 
Radio’s internationally syndicated 
radio show Deconstructing Dinner 
has paid careful attention to global 
and local food systems here and 
abroad. After putting the radio 
show on hold last year, Steinman 
is now applying his experience on 
the ground to spearhead this project. 

For the next couple of months, 
Steinman will be interviewing 
member s  o f  r eg iona l  food 

organizations throughout North 
America to learn what works and 
what doesn’t when forming and 
managing democratic regional food 
organizations. For the purpose of this 
proposed regional food organization, 
the ‘region’ consists of the Creston 
Valley to the east, Grand Forks to 
the west, the US border to the south, 
and Nakusp and the north end of 
Kootenay Lake to the north. For 
Steinman, inspiration to engage in 
this work has also come from the 
many public presentations he offers 
across Canada. 

“Most often, the core of what I 

speak about when I’m on the road 
are the amazing food initiatives 
happening right here in the West 
Kootenay,” he says. “When I step 
back and observe just how all of 
these pieces making up the food 
system come together to support one 
another, I see tremendous potential 
to propagate an even more vibrant 
and resilient food system within our 
regional community.”

While food councils are often 
involved with advocating for policies 
which support more resilient food 
systems, Steinman says that at this 
point, the focus for this preliminary 
research is how a food council might 
function in the West Kootenay. 
“We have a geographically unique 
region and there’s likely no cookie-
cutter food council model to apply 
here,” says Steinman. “However, 
by examining the different roles 
and functions employed by other 
regional food organizations abroad, 
we can avoid having to reinvent 
the wheel and instead cherry-pick 

best practices from Canada and 
the United States and apply those 
successes to what we believe will 
work here.”

The intended outcomes of this 
work will be a draft strategy for 
forming a democratic regional food 
organization (council). This strategy 
will then be submitted to regional 
stakeholders in June for feedback, 
and by July, it’s anticipated that a final 
strategy will be developed alongside 
a broad coalition of regional support. 

Despite this preliminary work 
being more research-based, the most 
important intention of the work, 
suggests Steinman, is to “lay down 
the foundation for the formation of 
an organization which can act as an 
ongoing community consultation, 
one that will constantly evolve 
with the ever-changing realities and 
interests among our food community 
and support our ability to eat really 
good food!”

For more information contact 
jon@steinman.com.

by Jan McMurray
The West Kootenay Boundary 

Regiona l  Hosp i ta l  Dis t r ic t 
(WKBRHD) board has decided to 
collect $1 million from taxpayers 
this year to replenish the reserve 
fund for facility replacement.

The reserve fund had $3 million 
in it before the recent expansion 
project at Kootenay Lake Hospital 
in Nelson. About $1.5 million of 
these reserve funds were used for the 
Nelson emergency room expansion 
and CT scanner suite.

WKBRHD Chair Marguerite 
Rotvold said the board felt the 

Saving for new regional hospital(s) drives taxes up
reserve fund should be built up 
again, even though “we don’t know 
when we’ll be replacing facilities, 
and we don’t know if we’ll be 
building two new facilities or one 
new facility.” A long-standing item 
of discussion around the board table 
is whether to build a new regional 
hospital in a central location or 
to replace the hospitals in Trail 
and Nelson when the time is due, 
estimated to be within the next 20 
years.

The tax requisition for the 
regional hospital district this year 
will be $3,625,764, compared to 

$2,306,941 last year. Taxes on a 
$250,000 property will be $57.03 
this year, compared to $36.68 last 
year.

Rotvold explained that whether 
or not taxpayers will contribute to 
the reserve fund is decided on an 
annual basis. She said the fund was 
initiated four or five years ago, and 
no contributions have been made for 
the last two years.

Interior Health representatives 
are scheduled to make a presentation 
regarding the process for facility 
replacement at the June WKBRHD 
board meeting.

by Jan McMurray
The Springer Creek sawmill in 

Slocan is shutting down until the 
market turns around.

“This week will be the last week 
for the sawmill,” reported General 
Manager Ralph Tomlin on May 2. 

The company will continue 
logging activity after spring break-
up, and initially, will sell the logs. 
“We’ll start bringing them in 
here right away once the market 

Springer Creek mill shuts down temporarily
conditions are right,” said Tomlin. 
“We’ve left a week’s worth of 
logs in the water so we can react 
quickly if there’s a sudden market 
turnaround.”

Tomlin said there had been some 
improvement in the market recently, 
but “all the gains over the last year 
were lost in the space of one month. 
It was a pretty dramatic drop.”

He also reported that the 
company lost its market for hog 

fuel (wood waste) and had to re-
start the beehive burner again for 
the first time in over three years. “It 
was quite a blow,” he said. “We were 
all pretty sure we would never see it 
fired up again.”

Tomlin explained that there 
is no demand for hog fuel – the 
market is saturated. Springer Creek’s 
supply was going to Avista Power’s 
biomass fuel generating plant in 
Kettle Falls, Washington.

submitted by Chris Nichol
The Columbia Basin Alliance for 

Literacy has received funding from 
the Government of Canada’s New 
Horizons for Seniors Program to 
develop six new computer workshops 
for seniors and purchase a mobile 
laptop lab. 

The workshops will include: 

New computer literacy workshops offered for seniors
Getting to Know Your Computer, 
Working with Photos, Shopping 
and Banking Safely Online, Caring 
for Your Computer, Introducing 
Facebook, and Introducing Skype. 
These three hour workshops will be 
offered this spring across communities 
in the West Kootenay and Boundary 
regions. The mobile laptop lab will 

provide seniors in rural and remote 
areas an opportunity to participate in 
workshops in their own communities. 

In the south Slocan Valley, 
Shopping and Banking Safely Online 
will be offered on Wednesday, May 
11 at the Passmore Lodge. For more 
information or to register contact 
Chris Nichol 355-0032.

George Harding and Hazel Rossman are Nakusp’s Citizens of the Year. Come celebrate with them on May 7 at the Legion Hall. Tickets are 
available at Barton Insurance.
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Music Special Orders Welcome
Now Open Sunday

Your Best Source for Used 
Books and New and Used CDs

Packrat annie’s
411 Kootenay St. Nelson 354-4722

COMMUNITY

Support the Valley 
Voice with a voluntary 

subscription
Only $10-$30 

Fomi’s Bakery
 Hwy 6
Just North of Winlaw

Fomi’s Bakery is back in 
Winlaw!

We look forward to serving you at our 
full-service bakery and coffeeshop

May 7, 2011

226-7186

submitted by Nelson Public Library 
The Nelson Public Library 

has received the gift of a beautiful 
quilted fibre work donated by the 
artist. The early work by visual 
artist and former Nelson cultural 
ambassador Angelika Werth, 
entitled City Parks, now hangs in the 
library’s bright, spacious stairwell. 
Flowers, shrubs, and houses climb 
a hillside against a textured sky in 
this large hanging constructed of 
silk and mixed fibres.

After  working for  Yves 
Saint Laurent in Paris, France 
and receiving a degree as Master 
dressmaker-designer,  Werth 
immigrated to Australia, then 
to Canada. Her multiple solo 
exhibitions include her Waistcoat/
Wastecoats exhibition at the Alberta 
Craft Council in Edmonton in 
2006, and the Brassiere Series at 
the Canadian Craft Museum in 
Vancouver in 1997. She participated 
in invitational and curated group 

Nelson Public Library receives gift of fibre art
exhibitions in Canada, France, Japan, 
England and the United States. Her 
pieces have been accepted into over 
30 juried exhibitions.  

Werth is a recipient of the 
2008 BC Creative Achievement 

Award. Her work can be found 
in permanent public collections 
worldwide, including BC Provincial 
Collection, Shuzenji City Hall in 
Japan, and many other collections. 
Most of Werth’s current work is 

hand-felted and constructed, and 
smaller works may be seen locally 
at the Craft Connection.

Angelika Werth is an instructor 
in the Fibre Department at the 
Kootenay School of the Arts in 

Nelson. She also teaches workshops 
across BC related to fashion, 
furniture and wearable art. The 
Nelson Library is delighted and 
honoured to accept Werth’s work 
for permanent exhibition. 

submitted by Selkirk College
After many months of diligent work 

by a search committee, the Board of 
Governors and Davies Park executive 
search firm, Selkirk College has found 
the person with the experience and the 
leadership attributes necessary to lead 
it successfully into the future. Angus 
Graeme has been appointed as President 
and CEO of Selkirk College.

“A board of governors has many 
important responsibilities in providing 
leadership to the college, but none 
surpasses that of hiring a president and 
CEO,” explained Selkirk College Board 
of Governors Chair, Stefan Lehmann. 
“Selkirk is a very special institution in 
a unique part of Canada. We entered 
into this search believing that it would 
take an extraordinary person to assume 
the leadership role at our college. We 
believe that we found exactly what we 
were looking for.”

Graeme has extensive experience in 

Selkirk College announces new president 
post-secondary education. He began as 
an instructor at the college, followed by 
successful service as Department Head, 
School Chair, Dean and Vice President, 
Academic and Student Development. 
He has a Masters of Arts in Leadership 

from Royal Roads University, is known 
to the communities of the region and has 
been a dedicated and loyal employee of 
the college for almost 20 years.

Graeme replaces  Mari lyn 
Luscombe who led the college for 

the last 10 years prior to accepting the 
leadership position at New Brunswick 
Community College. Graeme will 
officially assume the position as 
President and CEO of Selkirk College 
on April 15.

submitted by Ministry of Forests, 
Lands and Natural Resource 
Operations 

Ripping around in the bush and 
harming Crown land on an ORV (Off-
road Vehicle) might seem like recreation 
to some people, but in BC it is a crime. 

As the weather improves and 
camping season starts to get underway, 
more people will head out to responsibly 
enjoy the forests and range lands for 
recreational purposes. Unfortunately, 
irresponsible off-roading with ORVs, 
motorcycles or 4x4s, sometimes 
referred to as ‘mud bogging,’ disrupts 
the ecological foundation of BC’s 
natural areas. In sensitive sites, the 
damage can be catastrophic. 

“Most people use Crown land act 
responsibly, but the damage caused by 
mud bogging is not only ugly, it has 
negative effects on precious fish and 
wildlife habitat,” says Steve Thomson, 
Minister of Forests, Lands and Natural 
Resource Operations. 

Violation tickets for mud bogging 
are $575, and other penalties may 
include towing or impoundment of 
vehicles, jail time and expenses related 

Mud-bogging now a punishable offense
to habitat restoration. 

Ter ry  Wardrop ,  land  and 
environment coordinator for the ATV 
Association of BC says his group is 
cooperating fully with the ministry. “We 
are big believers in responsible riding 
and environmental protection… and 
are pleased to see enforcement aimed 

at the few riders who fail to respect the 
land and trails.”

The public are encouraged to report 
suspicious activities and environmental 
damage to the province’s toll-free, 24 
hour Report All Poachers and Polluters 
(RAPP) line at 1-877-952-RAPP (7277) 
or from a cell phone *7277. 

submitted by CBT
Basin residents who have taken a 

hiatus of at least one year after completing 
high school and wish to continue their 
education within the region are invited to 
apply for Columbia Basin Trust’s (CBT) 
College Community Service Awards. 

Valued at $2,000 each, the awards 
are based on volunteer community 
service rather than academic standing. 
The deadline is June 17 to submit an 
application to the applicant’s college.

“These awards provide financial 
assistance to mature students 

CBT offers students 
community service awards

while rewarding and encouraging 
volunteerism,” said Neil Muth, CBT 
President and CEO. 

Twenty-two awards are offered 
to Basin residents attending Selkirk 
College, College of the Rockies, 
Revelstoke Centre of the Okanagan 
College and Valemount Campus of the 
College of New Caledonia. 

Applications are available at each 
college and online at www.cbt.org/ccsa. 
For more information contact Linda 
McInnes at lmcinnes@cbt.org or 1-800-
505-8998.

submitted by Arrow Lakes Teachers 
Association 

Since the June 29, 2009 military 
coup in Honduras, Honduran teachers’ 
organizations have been on the forefront 
of the struggle to restore democracy to 
the country. The Arrow Lakes Teachers 
Association has donated $300 to support 
the Honduran teachers in their struggle.

As a consequence of their efforts, 
Honduran teachers have borne the brunt 
of much of the state and paramilitary 
violence against members of the 
resistance, suffering assassinations – 
including teachers gunned down in their 
classrooms – beatings, imprisonment, 
and mass firings. 

In recent months the de facto 
regime’s education minister has 
attempted to roll back many of the gains 
achieved by the teachers. As a result, 

Arrow Lakes Teachers support 
Honduras teachers’ struggle

five teacher organizations representing 
60,000 teachers in the country were on 
strike for two weeks to defend public 
education and their collective contract.   

On March 29 the government 
announced  the application of strong 
sanctions against teachers not returning 
to classes and has characterized them as 
“vandals” accusing them of infiltrating 
state security forces and causing 
violence. Canada and the US and many 
of its allies recognize this repressive 
right-wing government and are silent 
in condoning the human rights abuses 
that continue.

For more a complete update on 
the Honduran crisis and how you can 
voice your support go to the website for 
Vancouver-based Codevelpment Canada 
– Building Partnerships for Social Justice 
at www.codev.org. 

At New Denver’s April 12 council meeting, Mayor Wright announced that he, with council’s 
endorsement, had nominated CAO Carol Gordon for the Lieutenant Governor’s Silver Medal for 

Excellence in Public Administration.
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with 
Andy 

Rhodes

Eating at the 
Fat Frog at the 
Slocan Lake 
Golf Club

All I can say about the weather 
is that this is the mildest ‘November’ 
I’ve ever seen around here. By the 
way, how ‘bout those Canucks? 
They kind of make me want to take 
up golf, speaking of which, last 
Wednesday Vincent Obre invited me 
out to the Slocan Valley Golf Course 
to have dinner. 

Vince is the new proprietor AND 
chef at the restaurant there. He has 
named his restaurant FAT FROG. I 
got there very early so I could have 
a long undisturbed view of Slocan 
Lake. The view south from the 
clubhouse is just plain spectacular. 
Maybe the best.

Vince met me and I asked him a 
few questions about his background. 
His passion for fine food began 
early. As a young boy he often 
visited his Great Aunt Herminie. 
Lunches were quite a production at 
Herminie’s. The meal would begin 

at noon and finish some time after 4 
pm. Vince picked up a lot about fine 
food from Herminie. He was also 
greatly influenced by his mother’s 
wonderful cuisine.

When old enough to ‘work’ 
Vince’s first job was in the Reine 
Samut restaurant in Lourmarin, 
Southern France. I asked him what 
he did there. He grinned and said he 
not only washed dishes but helped 
prep all the main courses. Then in 
San Diego at the Ole Madrid he 
learned how to be a Mexican ‘grill 
person.’ Among many other chef 
gigs he’s also worked in far-away 
Nelson at the Cattle Company and 
the Prestige Inn. 

Vince’s objective at FAT FROG 
is to serve “simple gourmet food 
with integrity,” and if Wednesday 
night was any indication, this dude 
is going to make that happen. On 
the menu for dinner were two main 
courses. First:  breast of duck that 
had absorbed a tamarind marinade 
for 24 hours before being roasted 
and then set upon a spinach salad 
with walnuts and pine nuts all with a 
raspberry vinaigrette dressing. Vince 
described it to me and asked if I’d 
like a sample. What could I say? A 
minute later he set down a ‘sample’ 
of the breast of duck dinner. It was 
food of the gods. 

That’s right! I think I went 
right to heaven and then landed 
back down at the clubhouse and 
asked what the other main course 
was. How about pork tenderloin 

with Cabernet-Shallot sauce, three 
different kinds of baby potatoes, with 
a salad and tomato á la Provençale. 
That’s what I ordered. The tenderloin 
was, according to me and several 
other diners, perfect. Tender, juicy, 
and succulent! Ahhhhhhhhh!!! The 
tomato Provinçal, by the way, was 
thickly sliced tomato with some kind 
of magic spices. I could have eaten a 
plateful of them. A glass of red was 
perfect accompaniment to this grand 
meal. I don’t often eat deserts, but I 
had to sneak a bite of the hot fudge 
brownies. Pure pleasure. It was a 
dinner I’ll remember for a long time. 
Ten out of ten. This place is going 
to do well!

There is a lot to look forward 
to this season at FAT FROG. Later 
this season Vince will offer three- 
and four-course dinners including 
tenderloin, smoked Arctic Char and 
grilled chicken. There will be daily 
specials like steamed clams, fresh 
scallops and, get this, QUAIL and 
Cornish game hen. Also available 
will be charcoal-roasted chicken 
from a personal recipe of Vince’s 
dad. Hot fudge brownies and 
raspberry cheese cake will also be 
floating around.

Don’t worry, there’ll be a 
stampede of Bison Burgers! Vince 
has 25 pounds of bison meat 
evolving into burgers as we speak. 
(Sean Butler says they’re great!) A 
variety of vegetarian dishes will also 
be available. Not only that, but FAT 
FROG will be open for TAKE OUT 

Vince’s objective at Fat Frog is to serve “simple 

gourmet food with integrity,” and if Wednesday 

night was any indication, this dude is going to make 

that happen...he knows exactly what he’s doing, 

and very much enjoys the work. He’s passionate 

about serving excellent food and wants his customers 

to be happy. 

Andrew Rhodes, 

Food Editor

At the Slocan Lake 
Golf Club

Open from 11:30 am to 
8 pm six days a week. 
Closed Monday.

orders. Phone in, then pick up your 
curried chicken, or specials that will 
occur according to Vince’s whim. 

Vince clued me in to all the above 
information while moving about the 
kitchen. Watching him, it becomes 
obvious that he knows exactly 
what he’s doing, and very much 
enjoys the work. He’s passionate 
about serving excellent food and 
wants his customers to be happy. 
On Wednesday he was assisted in 

the kitchen by Kody Bowman, and 
the lovely Paula Shandro was the 
smiling server.

I’m telling you, you’ve got to 
go to FAT FROG, watch Vince in 
action, and have an excellent meal! 
And by the way, what happens at 
FAT FROG... STAYS at FAT FROG! 
ENJOY!

FAT FROG is open from 11:30 
am to 8 pm six days a week. Closed 
Monday. GO THERE!

Submitted by Central Kootenay Invasive 
Plant Committee

What aquatic invasive species 
should we be on the look out for? 
How should we manage invasive 
plants after wildfire? How are youth 
and communities being engaged in 
management? 

Dynamic speakers address invasive plant issues
These are some of the questions that 

were answered during this year’s Central 
Kootenay Invasive Plant Committee 
(CKIPC) Speaker’s Series and AGM 
held last week in Castlegar. 

“This event brought together 
government and non-government 
agencies, biologists, and interested 

citizens” says Crystal Klym, Coordinator 
for CKIPC. “It offered the opportunity 
for local residents to network, learn about 
the latest invasive plant issues, and find 
out more about CKIPC.”

Keynote Speaker Katie Spellman 
from the University of Alaska Fairbanks 
gave a fascinating presentation on how 

wildfires affect invasive plants. She 
discussed how fire creates optimum 
conditions for invasive plants to grow, 
and provided suggestions to land 
managers on how to manage invasive 
plants after fire given the heavy 2009 
and 2010 fire seasons in BC.

Matthias Herborg from the Ministry 
of Environment in Victoria raised 
awareness about some of the aquatic 
invaders that could arrive to the Central 
Kootenay and their potential impacts. 
Species like didymo (also called ‘rock 
snot’), zebra and quagga mussels, and 
New Zealand mudsnails are extremely 
difficult, if not impossible to eradicate 
once they invade so prevention is critical.

Finally, Barry Gibbs from the 
Invasive Plant Council of BC (IPCBC) 
provided a provincial perspective on 
invasive plant management, giving ideas 
on how the IPCBC can support regional 
committees like CKIPC.

For more information on the Central 
Kootenay Invasive Plant Committee 
contact coordinator@kootenayweeds.
com or 250-352-1160.Local residents learn about invasive species during the Central Kootenay Invasive Plant Committee’s Speaker Series.

submitted by Deb Corbett
This  past  January Grade 

12 students from Mount Sentinel 
Secondary School registered in the 
Quest for Community Program visited 
Oaxaca (pronounced wah-haak-kah), 
Mexico. The students will be sharing 
their adventures at a slide show and talk 
Thursday, May 5 at 7 pm in the Slocan 
Park Hall. A minimum $5 donation is 
requested. The Quest for Community 
Program is a social justice academy 
that facilitates experiential learning 

Mt. Sentinel students offer slideshow on Quest for Community 
opportunities for students to discover 
what makes communities healthy, 
vibrant, and sustainable places. This 
amazing learning experience was not 
about trying to improve someone’s 
lifestyle, but to experience and work in 
different communities to see how they 
function and learn from them.

During the program the students 
worked both local communities as well 
as in Nelson, Vancouver’s downtown 
Eastside and then ended the school 
term in Oaxaca for a busy two weeks.

Students will also be selling treats, 
coffee, tea etc. All funds raised will 
be going to Casa Hogar Hijos de la 
Luna, the Home for the Children of 
the Moon. This orphanage is run by 

an amazing woman named Coco and 
her family. 

“All of our hearts were deeply 
moved by Coco’s work with these 
children,” says Corbett. “I know it has 

changed me forever.”
If planning to attend please contact 

Slocan Valley Recreation at 250-226-
0008. For more information visit 
www.hijosdelaluna-en.org. 

Submitted by Ministry of Transportation 
Okanagan Aggregates has been 

awarded a $3.4-million contract to 
resurface approximately 11 kilometres 
of Highway 6 from New Denver north 
to Hills. 

Highway 6 from New Denver to Hills to be resurfaced
As part of this project, shoulders will 

be widened to improve pedestrian/cyclist 
safety and approximately six kilometres 
of local area side roads will be improved. 
Local roads to be improved include Red 
Mountain Road, Bonanza Creek Road, 

Summit Road, Wensley Road, Crescent 
Bay Road and Beech Road. 

Work on both projects will begin 
this summer and will finish by the end 
of September. 

“Highway 3A and Highway 6 
are important routes for industry and 
commercial vehicles,” said Blair 
Lekstrom, Minister of Transportation 
and Infrastructure. “The new surfaces, 
with improved pavement markings and 
wider shoulders, will enhance the safety 
of these routes as commercial vehicles 
share the highway with residents and 
visitors.” Motorists are advised to check 
DriveBC for information on construction 
delays at www.drivebc.ca.

Photo contest announced
submitted by Otter Books

Entries are being invited for the 2012 
West Kootenay Calendar Photo Contest. 
The deadline is May 28, so if you don’t 
already have some stunning scenic shots 
to enter, get out and take some.

There are cash prizes of $200 
and $100, and free calendars for all 
photographers chosen. This will be the 
seventh edition of this popular calendar, 
produced by Otter Books and available 
there as well as at various other West 
Kootenay book stores and businesses.

For more information and an 
application form email westkootcal@
gmail.com or stop by Otter Books, 398 
Baker Street, Nelson. 
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Thank you 
Valley Voice
The only newspaper that 

tells us what is going on in 
the Kaslo area. The only 
newspaper that gives us a 

chance to say what we think 
about it, free of charge, in 
Voices from the Valleys.

Paid advertisement by Jane Lynch 
in support of the Valley Voice

Real Estate in Kaslo and 
North Kootenay Lake 
www.century21kaslo.com 
kul@century21kaslo.com 

250-505-4722
Century21 Mountainview Realty Ltd.

Open Mon - Thurs 
6:30 am to 3:00 pm

Fri, Sat, Sun
6:30 am to 8:00 pm

Licensed

Located at the Heart of 
Front Street • 353-2955

“Best Eggs Benedict Ever”
“Mexican, Salads, 

Dinners, Wraps & Stir-Fry

by Jan McMurray
• Official Community Plan Bylaw 

No. 1098 was read a second time, and 
a public hearing scheduled for May 
29 at 7 pm in the Kemball Memorial 
Centre courtroom, with Councillors 
Cormie and Frary opposed. A special 
meeting of council was scheduled for 
May 27 at 4 pm to adopt the OCP 
bylaw.

• John Reed attended to present 
information on the proposed Raid 
the North Extreme competition, 
with Kaslo as the starting area and 
Trail as the finishing point. This 
internationally acclaimed expedition 
race is scheduled for July 23-31 this 
year. The race involves four-person 
co-ed teams travelling six days 
non-stop, navigating a 500km+ 
unmarked expedition course through 
the Selkirk, Monashee and Purcell 
mountain ranges by foot, canoe, 
kayak, mountain bike and fixed 
ropes. Further discussion of the 
Raid the North competition was 
referred to the Development Services 
Committee for recommendation to 
council.

•  A n  e n q u i r y  f r o m  t h e 
campground contractor regarding 
accommodating Raid the North 
Extreme participants in the overflow 
camping was referred to the 
Development Services Committee 
for recommendation to council.

• The report of the Council 
Stipend Review Committee was 
received at the budget meeting held 
April 20. Council agreed to the 
committee’s recommendation to 
increase the mayor’s annual stipend 
from $6,000 to $10,302, and to 
increase each councillor’s annual 
stipend from $3,600 to $5,413, to 
take effect July 1. These figures 
were arrived at by calculating the 
average of the stipend amounts 
for nine comparable communities. 
The report contains several other 

Kaslo council, April 26: OCP public hearing scheduled
recommendations, and was referred 
to the Municipal Services Committee.

• At a City Hall meeting April 19, 
Chris Temple was hired as project 
manager on an as needed basis. The 
next phase of the project is the library 
– quotes worth $41,311.25 were 
accepted for electrical, insulation, 
drywall, painting and plumbing 
work. Counting in these quotes, 
Deputy Clerk Carol Hughes reported 
that the project is over budget by 
about $13,000. Fundraising activities 
are being planned. Geothermal 
and sprinkler installation is not 
yet complete, but Andy Pritchard 
reported that he has completed his 
work on the windows and doors. 

• A notice from Parks Canada 
informs council of a delay in 
approvals in the National Historic 
Sites Cost-Sharing Program. Kaslo 
has a grant application in for the City 
Hall project.

• A bylaw will be drafted to 
include the new RCMP office and the 

campground in Specified Sewer Area 
#1. Permanent sewer connections 
will be made to both facilities.

• Council was notified that in the 
case of a Village boundary extension 
to include the airport, the Ministry 
of Transportation will retain Kaslo 
West Road. The Village will not 
be required to take responsibility 
for Arena Avenue from the present 
Village boundary to the airport 
property. 

• Mayor Lay and the CAO were 
authorized to sign tenure documents 
presented by the Ministry of Forests, 
Lands and Natural Resources for the 
Moyie beach swimming area.

• The full balance of $2516.68 
set aside by the municipality for 
Communities in Bloom will be 
transferred as a grant, separate from 
its annual grant, to the Chamber of 
Commerce for administration of the 
program and expenditure on Village-
owned properties in 2011.

• Three amendments were made 

to the Kaslo Recreation Committee 
mandate. The maximum application 
amount was reduced from $1000 
to $500. First consideration will be 
given to applications for activities 
that originate within the Village. 
The definition of recreation was 
changed: “Recreation is considered 
to be activities which promote well-
being.”

• Each year, the Village provides 
a $400 bursary for a JV Humphries 
graduate. This year, there will be 
three bursaries from the Village, as 
the school has $800 in unclaimed 
funds from the Village from previous 
years.

• Kaslo Jazz Etc. was granted a 
one-hour extension to 10 pm on their 
park use permit for the festival, July 
29, 30 and 31.

• An agreement between Service 
BC and the Village for occupation 
of shared space in the Kemball 
Memorial Centre from August 1, 
2010 to August 1, 2012 at a cost to 

the Village of $840 per month was 
approved and signed.

• A development permit to paint 
the exterior of the Bluebelle Bistro 
was approved, subject to Heritage 
Permit Area colour design guidelines.

• A thank you letter will be 
sent to Front Street Market for 
its generous contribution of six 
flowering Snow Goose cherry trees 
for Kaslo boulevards.

• A letter from Dr. Halpenny of 
Interior Health states that the public 
health nurse position in Kaslo has 
been filled, after a regrettable delay 
in posting the position.

• Jim Yount sent an email 
insisting on a reply to his previous 
enquiry regarding an economic 
development strategy for Kaslo. 
This was referred to the Municipal 
Services Committee to recommend to 
council a response outlining council’s 
support of economic development 
activity in the village.

• Sign Bylaw 1104 was adopted.

by Jan McMurray
The regional fire service study 

for the Kaslo area (Coffee Creek 
to Schroeder Creek) has been 
completed. FireWise Consulting of 
Shawnigan Lake was hired by the 
RDCK to do the study.

FireWise recommends that the 
RDCK assume responsibility for the 
Kaslo Volunteer Fire Department, 
and that a new Emergency Services 
building be constructed to house 
Kaslo’s fire department, Search and 
Rescue, and ambulance station. 
They recommend against building a 
satellite fire hall for the Woodbury/
Ainsworth area.

Kaslo council received the 
report at a recent council meeting, 
and passed a resolution to work 
cooperatively with the RDCK to 
prepare an analysis of the cost to 
taxpayers of a new RDCK fire service 
from Coffee Creek to Schroeder 
Creek.

The FireWise report states 
that “it makes sense” for the three 
agencies providing emergency 
services in Kaslo and area to share 
the same building, since they are 
often dispatched to the same incidents 
where they must work together. 

The report also recommends 
that the RDCK initiate discussions 
with Kaslo Search and Rescue on 
merging with the fire department “so 
the competition for volunteers in the 
community is focused on volunteers 
with a common motivation.”

The report recommends that the 
RDCK explore funding opportunities 
to build a new Emergency Services 
building. A similar facility was just 
built in Nakusp for approximately 
$1.9 million. It has been determined 
that to properly house the Kaslo 
department’s four vehicles and two 
trailers, a 10,000-square-foot building 
with six bays would be needed. The 
FireWise report estimates the cost of 
construction of such a building to be 
$1.5 million.

A satellite fire hall in the 
Ainsworth/Woodbury area is deemed 
to be unsustainable at this time, and 
therefore not recommended. “There 

Regional fire service study for Kaslo area completed
are just not sufficient permanent 
residents to maintain a volunteer 
firefighting force,” it states. “…
the amount of equipment, water 
supply and available manpower is 
unjustifiable in terms of this being 
affordable.” The cost estimate to build 
and equip a satellite hall is $718,000. 

Previous discussions about 

the satellite hall have raised the 
question of whether savings on fire 
insurance would partially offset 
the tax impact of building the hall. 
The report concludes that insurance 
considerations should not be “a 
reason to establish or enhance the 
Kaslo VFD” because of the many 
variables in the Fire Underwriters 

Survey grading system and in the 
way individual insurance companies 
determine rates.

The report recommends that time 
is of the essence in constructing a 
new Kaslo fire hall regardless if the 
RDCK assumes responsibility for the 
Kaslo VFD or the Village of Kaslo 
continues to have responsibility for it.

submitted by Lynn van Duersen
She’s back and she’s brilliant! 

Coco Love Alcorn will perform 
at the Langham Cultural Centre, 
Saturday, May 14 at 7:30 pm, and at 
the Silverton Gallery May 18, 8 pm. 
Coco is touring Canada in support of 
her new album Play.

As a performer, Coco is always 
in the moment – joyful and genuine, 
soulful and compelling. Coco 
Love Alcorn sings joyful soul; a 
combination of her diverse musical 
influences including jazz, pop, R&B 
and folk. Her voice is hailed as 
extraordinary, beautiful and stunning. 
Her playful and witty character, love 
of improvising and her willingness to 
engage fearlessly with the audience 
has made Coco Love Alcorn a leader 

Coco Love Alcorn to perform in Kaslo, Silverton
and visionary on the Canadian music 
scene. And these are just some of the 
reasons that Kaslovians love Ms. 
Love!

Born in Antigonish, Nova Scotia 
and growing up between Vancouver 
and Toronto, Alcorn represents 
Canada from coast to coast. With a 
creative family background from both 
her parents, Alcorn was destined to be 
an accomplished artistic individual. 
Her passion for music has fueled 
her to create six albums and two 
electronica side projects; however 
Alcorn’s interests have reached far 
past the realm of song. Currently, 
she has her own clothing brand 
Simon + Coco, a collaboration with 
her husband that she describes as 
up-cycle clothing with Cococentric 

silkscreen designs. And, their biggest 
collaboration to date; their young 
daughter Ellie. Congratulations Coco 
and Simon, we’re looking forward to 
meeting your daughter and hearing 
your new tunes.

At the Langham May 14, doors 
open at 7 pm and the show starts at 
7:30 pm. Tickets are $15 in advance at 
Willow Home Gallery and Sunnyside 
Naturals. Tickets at the door will be 
$18. For the May 18 Silverton Gallery 
concert presented by Maverick 
Design, tickets are $15 advance, $18 
at the door. Tickets available at Ann’s 
Natural Foods in New Denver and the 
Cup and Saucer in Silverton. 

For more information visit www.
cocolove.com or www.thelangham.
com.

submitted by David Stewart
The annual collaborative concert of 

Suzuki violin, viola, and guitar teachers 
in the West Kootenay takes place at 
the Lighthouse Theatre in Kaslo’s JV 
Humphries School on Sunday, May 
15 at 2 pm.

The theme is ‘Together in Music’ 
which beautifully reflects the Suzuki 
philosophy. This family-friendly concert 
by kids, for kids involves more than 50 
students from the studios of Daphne and 
Miranda Hughes, Stephanie Judy, and 
David Stewart. The program includes 
familiar folk songs and engaging 
classical music with a few surprises. 
A highlight of this event is the Suzuki 
‘playthrough’ beginning with the most 
advanced repertoire and working 
backwards, gathering students until 
everyone is involved in variations 
on Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star, aka 

Annual Suzuki concert and AGM at Lighthouse Theatre
the Suzuki national anthem. One of 
the delights of this event is to see the 
progress made by individual students 
over the past year.

Admission to the Suzuki Celebration 
Concert is by your generous donation. 

The brief annual general meeting of 
the West Kootenay Suzuki Association 
immediately follows the concert. 

For more information call David 
Stewart 250-366-4623 or Miranda 
Hughes 250-358-2282.

submitted by David Stewart
The Kaslo Concert Society is 

delighted to present violinist Natasha 
Hall in recital at St. Andrew’s United 
Church on Friday, May 13 at 7:30 pm. 

Hall began studying violin with 
Wendy Herbison in Nelson at the 
age of seven. In 2007, as a result 
of winning the Calgary Concerto 
Competition, she performed with the 
Calgary Civic Symphony. She has 
also been a semi-finalist in both the 
California International Young Artists 
Competition and the Kingsville 
International Music Competition. 

Kaslo Concert Society presents violinist Natasha Hall
Her Kaslo program includes music by 
Tartini, Bartok, Brahms, and Ravel. 
Hall is currently attending Carnegie 
Mellon University enrolled in the 
Performance Residency Program 
under Professor Andres Cardenes. 

It is our great pleasure to have 
Natasha Hall perform for our tenth 
annual Jack G. McDowall Memorial 
Concert.

Single Tickets $22 available 
at the door. School-age children 
admitted free when accompanied by 
an adult patron. For more information 
contact 354-5368 or sjdks@kaslo.org. 
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Wine & Beer Making Kits 
to satisfy all budgets!

Winlaw Brew-Op

5972 Cedar Creek Road, Winlaw • 226-7328

Take-Home Kits, or Brew it with Us!
Open 11:00 to 6:00 Tues. to Sat.

Specialty Coffees, Teas, 
U-Brews and Kits for Home
                    • Open Every DayNAKUSp  265-4701

3 5 8 - 7 7 6 9

A v A ’ s 
H a i r  s t u d i o

Far right entrance of the Wild Rose Restaurant in Rosebery

OPEN YEAR-ROUND

Slocan Auto &
Truck Repairs

24 hour towing 
BCAA, Slocan, BC  

355-2632

111 Mcdonald Drive, Nelson, BC
ph 250-352-3191

sales@mainjet.ca • www.mainjet.ca

NAKUSP GLASS
201 Broadway

265-3252
The clear choice for 
all your glass needs!SALES & SERVICE

98 - 1st Street, Nakusp • 265-4911
OPEN TUES - SAT

CHAINSAWS
• Stihl
• Husqvarna
MOWERS
• Husqvarna
• Toro • Snapper
• Lawnboy

TRIMMERS
• Stihl
• Husqvarna
SMALL ENGINES
• Tecumseh 
• Honda
• Briggs & Stratton

AuTOMOTIVE • SMAll MOTORS • MACHINE SHOP
Caribou Service
(250) 265-3191

5549 Frontage Road
Burton, BC

24 Hr Towing and Recovery
Auto Repairs & Tires

Auto Parts

24 HOUR TOWiNg
1007 HWy 23, NAKUSp

pH: 265-4577

• welding repairs • full service 
& repair • licenced technician • 

radiator repairs & service • mobile 
service available • fast, friendly 

and

MOUNTAIN VALLEY STATION
BOTTLE DEPOT

Slocan City • 355-2245
Open MON - SAT  9-5

Your “Bottle Drive” Specialists

RECyClINGJEWElRy

Nakusp   265-4406

BCAA Towing

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Nakusp Taxi
250-265-8222

Pick up and Delivery
Let us get it for you

• Auto parts • Groceries
• Pharmacy • Cigarettes
• Take out food

Just let your local business know your needs 
and we will deliver them to you.

Alcoholic beverages until 11:00 pm

HAIR

Wholistic Midwife
Lana Knoll 
250-353-2213
maramamidwife@yahoo.ca

Honouring natural childbirth through 
nourishing body, mind and spirit, and 
by embracing family and community.

MASSAgE THERApiES
Myofascial, Swedish, Lymphatic, Joint play, Craniosacral, 

Visceral, Somatoemotion, Chakras, Nutrition etc.
MTA rates (Low income consideration)

also MSp, WCB, iCBC & care plans
garth R. Hunter, R.M.T.

Slocan Health Clinic - Thursdays
250-358-2364 • Mobile & Office

FULL SPECTRUM HEALTH
• Deep Tissue Massage

• Nutritional Consultation
• Reiki

     Sliding Scale - Mobile Service
Daniel Thorpe  250-358-6808

HEAlTH • WEll BEING • FITNESS • ENVIRONMENT

COLES RENTALS
HEATERS (PROPANE & ELECTRIC)

PLATE TAMPERS, JUMPING JACKS, REBAR BENDER 
JACKHAMMERS, HAMMER DRILLS, CONCRETE 

MIXERS, CONCRETE SAWS, TILECUTTERS, 
BLOCKCUTTERS, SCAFFOLDING, FLOOR SANDERS, 
NAILERS - ALL TYPES, LM ROTARY LAZER TRANSIT, 

GENERATORS, WATER PUMPS, COMPRESSORS, 
INSULATED TARPS, PRESSURE WASHERS, ROTO 

TILLER, LAWN COMBER, AERATOR, PROPERTY PIN 
LOCATOR, CHIPPER/SHREDDER, GAS POST HOLE 

DIGGER, WOODSPLITTER, CONCRETE FLOOR 
GRINDER ...AND MUCH MORE!

PHONE 358-2632
1-888-358-2632

EQuIPMENT RENTAl

BREWING

Jo’s Jewelry
Custom work and repair in 

silver and Gold, by appointment

358-2134
new denver, Goldsmith Jo-anne barClay

Spectrum Home & Family Care
Helping you maintain 

YOUR lifesyle!
Free consultations 

in the West Kootenay!
250-265-3842

spectrumcares@telus.net

Hand & Soul Wellness Centre
Larry Zaleski, D.C.    Chiropractor

Mondays & Fridays - Silverton • Every other Wednesday in Winlaw or Nakusp

Sue Mistretta, M.A., CCC    Counsellor/Expressive Arts
358-2177 www.handandsoul.ca

Personal Classifieds start at $8.00
Call 250-358-7218 for details

Susan L. Yurychuk • 250-358-6804
By Appointment Only • New Denver

myofascial release • deep tissue massage • relaxation massage

DAY SPA

Stone Massage • Deep Tissue  
Salt Glows • Mud Wraps & More

COMPuTER

ken@palmercomputerservices.com

Palmer
Computer 
Services

- Repairs 
- Upgrades 

- Consulting
Microsoft Certified 
Systems Engineerphone: 355-2235

ANNOUNCEMENTS
WE INVITE FRIENDS to join our 
family in sharing the memories of our 
father, Frank Pho, at the Royal Canadian 
Legion in Nelson, BC on May 7 at 1:30 
pm. Thank you to the ladies of the Legion 
who will serve a lunch.

TWO BEAUTIFUL BABIES, a girl Avie 
Josephine and a boy Lou Russell, were 
born to Waneta Storms (formerly of Hills) 
in Mt.Sinai Hospital in Toronto on April 
22, 2011. Nonna (Grandma) Jo is on an 
extended visit to welcome the new members 
into the Storms/Cordoni families.
CALLING HISTORY BUFFS! Are you 
interested in being a part of preserving the 
history of the village of Slocan and the Slocan 
Valley? A meeting is being held to form an 
historical society to take on that task. Come 
on out to at the Slocan Community Library, 
710 Harold Street in Slocan on May 11 at 7 
pm if you’d like to be a part of this project. 
Please call 250-355-2740 if you can’t make 
the meeting but are interested in participating.
A WEDDING REGISTRY at Willow 
Home Gallery, Kaslo! Quality bedding, 
tableware, bathware and more. Register 
early. Beautiful, practical, affordable . 
250-353-2257.

CORNUCOPIA - fresh local produce 
from Four Seasons Greenhouse, Winlaw 
BC. Cucumbers, Cherry Tomatoes and 
Eggplant. Front Street, Kaslo 250-353-
2594. www.cornucopiakaslo.com.

BUSiNESS OppORTUNiTiES
UNEMPLOYED and thinking of starting 
your own business? Community Futures 
offers the Self Employment grant, business 
loans, counselling and training in the Arrow 
& Slocan Lakes area. For more info leave 
a message at 265-3674 ext. 201 or email 
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

CARd Of THANKS
THANKS TO ALL THE FOLKS who 
made our production of Little Shop of 
Horrors a success. Most of the donors, 
builders and costumers were mentioned in 
the program, but a few were omitted. We 
also thank Gerry Buchanan for the use of 
her ‘Gerry’ chair, Glen Palmer for gun and 
stool, Rob Farrell for moving chairs and, 
again, Sean Butler for great work on the set, 
and finally all the family and supporters of 
the cast when rehearsing at all hours.

-Hank

COMiNg EVENTS
M O T H E R ’ S  D AY PA N C A K E 
BREAKFAST Slocan Legion Hall, 502 
Harold St., Slocan. Sunday, May 8, 2011, 
8:30 am to 12 noon. Cost $9.00 Children 6 
& under $5.00. Everyone Welcome.
SECOND ANNUAL GARDEN and 
Nature Fest: May 14th, Twin Rivers Park/
Millennium Walkway. Come out for a festival 
rich in treasures: plants, gardens, farming! 
Local musicians will entertain and great 
food will make for an edible landscape! 250-
399-4439 castlegargardenfest@shaw.ca.
ROBERT BJERG BENEFIT - Saturday, 
May 14, Slocan Legion Hall. Bake Sale 
starts at 10 am followed by auction, potluck, 
dance. Info 250-355-2491.
READY, SET, LEARN! A FREE program 
for parents and prechoolers (ages 3 to 5). 
New special guest events and activities 
including creative art, science, literacy, 
numeracy, music and movement, cooking 
and much more!!! Join us during Strong 
Start hours from 2 pm to 4 pm Thursdays, 
April 28, May 5, May 12, May 19. 
Location: Lucerne School in the Preschool/
StrongStart room. To register, call Charlene 
Alexander, ECE at 250-358-7768 and leave 

a message. Sponsored by SD10 & Ministry 
of Education.
YOU ARE INVITED to the Slocan River 
Streamkeepers AGM. 7:00 pm, Passmore 
Hall. Thursday, May 19. Refreshments 
will be served.
AFKO’S BIBLIOBUS will be in 
Silverton at the Cup and Saucer on 
Friday, May 13 from 10 am -12:30 pm.

MARVELLOUS MOTHER’S DAY 
BRUNCH at The Cup and Saucer Cafe, 
Silverton. This Sunday May 8. Your choice 
of Eggs Benedict (Classic, West Coast, 
Florentine) served with potato Rosti OR 
Crepes (Choco-Banan, Berry Bouquet) 
served with fresh whipped cream & fruit 
salad. $15 per plate, includes coffee/tea. 
By Reservation Only. 11am to 2pm. Call 
Loving Spirit 7773 or The Cup 2267.
3RD ANNUAL NEW DENVER GARDEN 
FEST! Saturday May 28. Spaces just $10. 
Proceeds to SLUGS. Phone 358 7200.
HAND & SOUL WELLNESS CENTRE 
offering: Chakra Painting on May 11 (7-9) 
$20, Family Constellations on May 14 
(9:30-4:30) $55, “Don’t Waste your time 
at the Chiropractor’s Office” workshop on 
May 17 (10:30-noon). Ongoing Chi Kung 

and Yoga thru May. Call 358-2177 or visit 
www.handandsoul.ca for more information.
HARVEST SHARE is hosting a fruit tree 
grafting workshop on Sunday May 15 from 
10-2 at the Hidden Garden Gallery in New 
Denver. Suggested donation $10. Please call 
Bree to register 250-358-7225.
J O N AT H A N  W H I T E  C L I E N T 
SUPPORT GROUP SOCIETY AGM, 
Monday, May 9 at 6 pm, Winlaw, BC.
NEW DENVER COMMUNITY 
MARKET SOCIETY AGM – May 17, 7 
pm at the Hidden Garden Gallery.
THE SILVERTON GALLERY presents: 
Rowan Tichenor & friends on Friday, 
May 13 at 7:30 pm, Coco Alcorn Love on 
Wednesday, May 18 at 8pm ($18 @ door, 
adv $15 @ Ann’s & Cup).
12TH ANNUAL SPRING MARKET: Get 
ready for The Whole School’s 12th Annual 
Spring Market on Saturday, May 14 from 
11:00 to 4:00 at our beautiful new location 
– 5614 Hwy #6, Winlaw. Live music, kids 
crafts & games, BBQ concession, plant sale, 
local vendors, face painting, clowns, and a 
lot more! Only $2.00 per adult (door prizes!). 
If interested in vending, call Jaylene (250) 
226-7559. See you there!
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CONSTRUCTION
FOUNDATIONS • FRAMING
ROOFING • RENOVATIONS

Specializing in Timber Framing

250-265-4525

HALL LUMBER 
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, fri & Sat 
10 am to 5 pm

pHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd. 

Edgewood, BC

FOR ALL YOUR 
PROPANE NEEDS

365-9958
1-800-471-5630

Your local bulk dealer & service centre

• Registered Septic System 
designer and installer •
• Ready Mix Concrete • 

• Lock Blocks • drain Rock • 
• Road Crush • Sand & gravel • 

• dump Trucks • Excavator • 
• Crusher • Coloured Concrete • 

• Site preparation •
Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
ph. 265-4615 • vieirac@telus.net

Installation and maintenance 

call Jim Berrill
(250) 359-5922

JEMS Propane Ltd.

Tradesman Electric
commercial • residential 

new construction • renovations
Reliable friendly service

Free Estimates Call Steve 226-7163

CONSTRuCTION • HOME • GARDEN 

YOUR VALLEY COMFORT AND BLAZE KING DEALER 
SPECIALIZING IN WOOD/ELECTRIC, WOOD/OIL AND 

WOOD/GAS COMBINATION FURNACES
Certified • Insured

COMPLETE SALES 
SERVICE AND 
INSTALLATION

Slocan City, BC • (250) 355-0088
website: www.kootenayfurnace.com

email: kfurnace@netidea.com

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Crescent Bay 

Construction Ltd.
Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431 
• Email cresbay@telus.net

KF PowerVac
Duct Cleaning & Duct Sanitizing

Local: 355-2485 • Toll-free: 1-888-652-0088
email: kfurnace@netidea.com

Peter’s New & Used Windows & More
Sales & Installations

• Energy Efficient Vinyl & Wood Windows •
• Residential Installations & Renovations/Upgrades •

• Wooden & Metal Doors •
Peter Demoskoff • Cell: 250-608-0505

Tel: 250-399-4836 • Fax: 250-399-4831

J.C. Roofing Company
For all your roofing needs

Serving the Arrow and Slocan Lakes
16 years of professional installations

WCB • All work fully guaranteed
We also install Soffit and Vinyl Siding

For your free estimate, Call 
Curtis Roe at 250-265-9087

• general contractor 
• new homes & renovations 

• design/build 
HPO licensed/Home Warranty 

Fully insured. 30 yrs.+ exp./ cert. 
carpenters/ foundation to finish/

custom trim/heritage work. 
Call Drew 250- 353-2450.  

0850743 B.C. Ltd. dba Vista Custom Builders

Bergevin Electrical 
Inc.

Please call 
250-358-7172 

or 250-354-4171 
and leave a message

Free Estimates. Certified, 
Licenced, And Insured

Serving New Denver, Nakusp 
and the Slocan Valley

Indoor Garden 
Supplies

Castlegar
250-304-2911

1730 Hwy 3, Selkirk Spring Building
dan@canadiangardensupply.com

Jim Pownall & Co.
LOG & TIMBER FRAME HOMES

New Denver • BC
250-358-2566

jpownall@telus.net
Uncommon Ground Farm 

& Landscape
Now booking landscape projects for the 

2011 season!
Design & Installation

cell: 250-354-8661 • uncommonground@ 
columbiawireless.ca

HARDWOOD 
FLOORS ONLY 

100% CANADIAN FLOORING 
AT WHOLESALE

Prefinished, antique R. Oak - Maple 
3 ¼ x ¾ $4.59/sf pallet – Import Eng 

Prefinished $3.99/sf pallet
 Bamboo – Cork from $2.99/sf 

Glue Down
AT JUAN’S – 1503 Hwy 3A Thrums

250-399-6377 Mon-Sat 8:30 am-5 pm

CLASSIFIED ADS

peacock 
collective

organic housekeeping 
ueco friendly housekeepinguyard & garden maintenanceu 

general labour workuWCB insured trade worker’s helper 
upost renovation clean upuorganization & de-cluttering in 
home or shopuhelping hand with carpentry & alternative 

building projectsuhome check-ins and visit preparationsu

Gift Certificates available
Serving Nakusp Burton New Denver Silverton

reliable & fully insured
Sondra Krajewski
250.265.8479

www.peacockcollective.ca

Simon Bamber, AScT, ROWP.
Civil Technology Consultant

Septic Systems 
Water Systems 
Subdivisions, 

Land Development 
Project Management 

Site Inspection
Drafting (CAD)

250-265-1767
si@bambertech.com

www.bambertech.com

Certified Organic Bedding plants
Selected perennials
10:00 - 5:00 Daily, 

april through June

Perry Siding  •  355-2459
7231 Avis Rd.

Nakusp 
Redi Mix

serving the Kootenays since 1973
Edgewood • Nakusp • Trout Lake • Kaslo

DAVID WEATHERHEAD

250-265-4311 (ph)
250-265-3468 (fax)

COMiNg EVENTS
THE WEST KOOTENAY SUZUKI 
Association AGM will be held on Sunday, 
May 15, 2011 immediately following the 
10th Annual Suzuki Celebration Concert 
in the Lighthouse Theatre at Kaslo’s JV 
Humphries School. Concert at 2:00 pm. 
AGM approximately 4:00 pm. All those 
interested in the promotion of Suzuki music 
education are invited to attend.
TREAT YOUR MOM to something very 
special this MOTHER’S DAY - something 
she may never have experienced before. 
Something so soothing, so relaxing and so 
healthy for her - she will be oh so happy! 
Treat her to a spa-like experience at The 
Healing Den for a reflexology session 
with Karen. Personalized Gift Certificates 
available, by appointment only 250-358-
2828, $40/one hour session.

fOR RENT
LARGE 3-BDR upper level apartment 
in Silverton available May 1, 2011. 

Washer, Dryer.  $525/month plus utilities. 
References. 250-358-2293.
CLEAN TWO BDR MOBILE on one 
acre. W.D.F.S. Wood heat. 10 mins. to 
Nakusp. $600. 250-265-3200.
BRIGHT 2 BDR Red Mt Rd long term 
home rental available June 1. Acreage 
and amazing view. References required. 
613-741-8723.
P R I M E  C O M M E R C I A L 
STOREFRONT available in Silverton 
($250/mo plus hydro & internet), Studio/
loft suite available daily and weekly. Call 
358-2177 for rates.
ONE BEDROOM CABIN on the 
waterfront in Nakusp. Quiet person, NS, 
NP. $560.00 plus sec/deposit. References 
required. 250-675-2661 or 250-265-1149.

gARdENiNg
ELVENDAL FARM IN HILLS – 
Growing baby veg and flowers for your 
garden. Are you still being patient? J  
Greenhouse opened in May-June at 113 

Reibin Rd. in Hills.  Find your starts all 
robust and ready at May Days (May 23rd) 
and Garden Fest in New Denver (May 28th), 
and New Denver, Nakusp, and Winlaw 
Farmers’ Mkts. 358-2660.
STOP CHERRY WORMS, wasps and 
birds without poison!! Use a Kootenay 
Cover. Check out www.kootenaycovers.
com, email mroberts@kootenaycovers.com 
or call 250-353-2264.

HEALTH
FELDENKRAIS Awareness Through 
Movement classes: *Nakusp * Hills * 
Winlaw. * Relax * Release Tension * 
Relieve Pain * Breathe Easier * Sleep 
Better * Tyson 250-265-3827 * thaitouch@
yahoo.com.
YOGA AT THE DOMES – Rejuvenate 
your spirit! Drop in classes – Monday 
morning 9-10:30, Thursday afternoon 
3:30-5.

HELp WANTEd
RELIABLE, PART TIME homecare/
housekeeper required to join our team. We 
will train. Nakusp area. 250-265-3273.
CHILDCARE NEEDED for two kids, 
ages 3 and 4. Up to four days a week. Must 
have vehicle. Call Audrey for more info. 
250-358-2808.

THE “KASLO EARLY CHILDHOOD 
COALITION” is requesting applications 
for a contractor to work as coordinator. 
This KECC coordinator position requires 
20 hours of community development work 
each month from Sept, 2011 to May, 2012 
at $20 an hour. The KECC Coordinator 
responsibilities include coordinating 
meetings; correspondence; maintaining 
governing policies; minutes; membership 
lists; reporting and networking with regional 
and provincial affiliates; public awareness 
and project management. The successful 
candidate should have strong computer 
skills and a background in community 
development and early childhood services. 
The successful candidate must be able to 
work from their home office. Please send 
resume by May 20 to Executive Director, 
North Kootenay Lake Community Services 
Society, Box 546, Kaslo, BC  V0G 1M0. 

NOTiCES
FOR INFORMATION ON AA OR 
ALANON MEETINGS contact in New 
Denver: 358-7904 or 358-7158; Nakusp 
265-4924; Kaslo 353-2658; Slocan 355-
2805; South Slocan 226-7705.
NELSON AND AREA  Elder Abuse 
Prevention Resource Centre - Open 
Wednesdays from 12 to 2 pm at 719 
Vernon Street. Phone 250-352-6008 or visit 

nelsonelderabuseprevention.org.
NOTICE! BINGO IS CANCELLED on 
Friday, May 6, 2011 due to renovations 
happening at the Bosun Hall. The next Bingo 
will be the May Day Bingo on Sunday, May 
22, 2011 at the Bosun Hall at 7:00 pm. Hope 
to see everyone there.
R O T A R Y  A M B A S S A D O R I A L 
SCHOLARSHIP applications available. 
Applications for the year 2012-2013 Rotary 
Foundation Ambassadorial Scholarship are 
available from the Rotary Club of Nakusp. 
This scholarship is designed to further 
international understanding and goodwill by 
providing study abroad in one of 150 countries 
and 35 geographical regions where Rotary 
Clubs are located. Academic-year scholarships 
are for one year abroad and provide a flat grant 
of $27,000 US for round-trip transportation, 
tuition and fees, room and board, and supplies 
and expenses. During the time abroad, 
students act as “ambassadors of good will” 
through appearances before Rotary Clubs, 
schools, civic organizations and other forums. 
Initial applications are due June 15, 2011. For 
further eligibility information and application 
forms contact Harry Ellens, Nakusp Rotary 
Club Foundation Chairman, Nakusp Rotary 
Club; by mail at Box 62, Nakusp, BC  V0G 
1R0 or by email at lolly42@telus.net or by 
phone at 250-265-4917 or visit Rotary.org.
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Legendary Meats 
Custom Cutting & Sausage 

Making, Curing & Smoking of 
Bacons & Hams

Mobile BBQ Services & Hog 
Roaster Rentals

• Christmas Tree Sales •
www.legendarymeats.ca
Phone/Fax: 250-226-7803
2826 Hwy 6 • Slocan Park

MEAT CuTTING

Ann’s Natural Foods
Ann Bunka

- 358-2552 -
805 Kildare St., New denver

Slocan Village Market
Groceries, fresh produce, fresh meat, 

Agency Liquor, organic foods, 
in-store deli, in-store bakery.

Open 7 days/week, 9 am - 8 pm
Slocan, BC • ph:355-2211 • fax: 355-2216

RESTAuRANT/COFFEESTAND

   WiNTER HOURS
      8 AM - 9 pM

QUALITY PIZZA anytime!
265-4880
Air Conditioned

93-5th Ave. Nakusp
Non-Smoking

laceNick’s
P

Seven days a Week!

Lemon Creek 
Lodge & Campground

Year-round facility
Licensed Restaurant
Open Thurs - Sun

5 PM - 8 PM
Reservations: 1-877-970-8090

The Apple Tree 
Sandwich Shop

Soup, Sandwiches & Desserts
358-2691

Mon. - Fri. 7 A.M. - 4 P.M.
Sat. 11 A.M. - 4 P.M.

 GROCERy • HEAlTH FOOD • BAKERy

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

¶

• Health Products, healing sessions
• New Age cards & books
• Sensual products

320 BROAdWAy ST. NAKUSp  265-3188

Health Centre

¶¶ ¶¶¶

Re-Awakening

www.jonesboysboats.com
Ainsworth, British Columbia

4080 Hwy 31 N
Call: 1-877-552-6287

(250) 353-2550 Fax (250) 353-2911

HARBERCRAFT

pAULA CONRAd
HOME: (250) 358-2707

Selkirk realty
265-3635

Free Consultation

E-mail: paulaconrad@royallepage.ca
Website: www.royallepage.ca/selkirkrealty

HUB iNTERNATiONAL 
BARTON 

iNSURANCE 
BROKERS

for all your 
iNSURANCE 

needs
265-3631

1-800-665-6010

RECREATION

PROFESSIONAl SERVICES

 Passmore
 Laboratory Ltd.
Water Testing • flow Measurements
CAEAL certified to test drinking water
We’re in the Valley at: 1-250-226-7339
Jennifer & Tony Yeow passlab@xplornet.com

Colour/B&W Laser Printing/Copying • Digital Photography
Word processing • Scanning • Faxing • Binding • Laminating
CUSTOM CARDS • BROCHURES • CALENDARS • NEWSLETTERS

The best selection of photo cards of local views anywhere
1007 Josephine St. (Box 298), New Denver

Ph. 358-2435     essay@direct.ca     Fax 358-2607

Ph: 359-7111  Fax: 359-7587
www.playmorpower.com

Playmor Junction Hwy 6 & 3A
1043 Playmor

THE RIDE SAYS IT ALL

ClOTHING

The Clothes Hanger

Men’s & Ladies Clothing

400 Front St • Kaslo • 250-353-9688

Natural Food Store

422 Front Street • Kaslo, BC
1-250-353-2594

Silverton, BC
Monday - Saturday 8:00-4:00

Soup, Stews, 
Meat Pies, Treats 
and Great Coffee

358-2267

The Cup 
and 

Saucer Café

uSED GOODS
Even little ads 

get noticed in the 
Valley Voice

Paul Merrifield
• Bookkeeper •

250-358-6806 work
250-505-9748 cell

pauljmerrifield@gmail.com

MEMORIAL 
HALL 

Weddings, Parties, Reunions, 
Concerts, Funerals, Meetings
To book call Sue:  250-358-2711

HAllS

Fullabeans Espresso Stand
Espresso • Snacks • Lunch

Open 7 days a week, 7 am - 2 pm
704 Arlington, Slocan City

beside the gas station
250-355-2889 to order

CLASSIFIED ADS

The Donation Store
Main Street • New Denver

Open 10 am - 2 pm • Monday - Saturday 
(depending on available volunteers)

Help us help you

Mountainview Realty ltd.

Shirley Kosiancic
Realtor

412 Broadway St. Nakusp, BC V0G 1S0
Bus    250-265-2111
Fax    250-265-3842
Cell    250-265-8040
shirley@century21nakusp.com • www.century21nakusp.com

Number Five 
Productions

Digital Video Production
Serving the Arrow and Slocan Lakes

Video for the web 
Promo, Education and Training Videos 
Video Recording, Editing, Slide shows 

Call JoAnne Alaric @ 250 265 0088
www.numberfiveproductions.ca

This space could be yours for 
$11.00 + GST per issue.
Call 358-7218 or email: 

valleyvoice@netidea.com
for details

REQUEST FOR EXPRESSIONS OF 
INTEREST (RFEI)
RFEI No. 2011-12 005 - Home Support 
Services
Interior Health Authority is requesting 
expressions of interest from interested 
parties for the supply of Home Support 
Services for individuals who reside in 
New Denver, BC and south of New 
Denver to Lemon Creek, east of New 
Denver to Retallack, and north of New 
Denver to Summit Lake. Services will 
take place in the individual’s home and 
within the community, and will include 
assistance with personal care and bathing, 
meals, and respite consistent with the 
Ministry of Health Home Support 
policies including delegation of tasks. 
This process is intended to determine 
if there is sufficient market interest to 
proceed to a competitive bidding process. 
This opportunity closes on May 16, 
2011 at 2:00 pm local time. For more 
information and submission instructions 
please see the Request for Expression 
of Interest posted on the BC Bid 
website at www.bcbid.gov.bc.ca or 
contact: Cathy Allen, Strategic Business 
Consultant, Interior Health Authority, 
1440 14th Avenue, Vernon, BC V1B 2T1. 
E-mail: Cathy.Allen@interiorhealth.ca

Ruth’s family will scatter her ashes in her 
beloved Pacific Ocean in the summer.
RANDY EARL DUNCAN – We regret to 
announce the sudden passing of Randy Earl 
Duncan on April 28, 2011 at the age of 22.
He leaves behind the love of his life 
Meagan Olson, his six-month-old daughter 
Kayleigh, his parents Roy and Marlene, his 
dear sister Amanda, grandmother Isabel, 
plus many aunts, uncles, cousins and 
numerous friends. A celebration of his life 
will be held at a later date.

REAL ESTATE

69.86 ACRES – older growth forest with 
public road access & services. Silverton 
area - $375,000. Contact Larry Laing, 
Landquest Realty Corp., 250-513-2733.

SERViCES
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL 
SEPTIC TANK CLEANING: “Serving 
the Valley” 7 days/wk, 24-hr. All-Around 
Septic Services, Don Brown (250) 354-
3644, emergency 352-5676.
ROGAN ELECTRIC  Residential, 
commercial, industrial wiring. Local 

references available. All work guaranteed. 
“We get the job done.” 353-9638.
C O L L E E N  N A H N Y C H U K 
BOOKKEEPING. By Appointment. 
Tel: 551-7054 Fax: 1-888-370-4938 
cntaxprep@gmail.com.
CERTIFIED FUSION of HDPE 
(polypipe) domestic & irrigation (250) 
342-1632.

WANTEd
IF YOU HAVE stories about John 
Norris, teacher and author of Wo Lee 
Stories, Old Silverton, Historic Nelson etc., 
we’re gathering them for John’s memorial 
on May 29. Please send to annec@uniserve.
com well before then.
NEW DENVER MAY DAYS Market 
vendors wanted. Monday, May 23, 2011. 
For more info please call Anita: 250-358-
7731 or e-mail anitastudios@telus.net.
LONG-TERM RENTAL, rent to own or 
caretaker position on acreage within one 
hour drive to Nakusp. Would also consider 
other options or areas. Must be able to have 
livestock, chickens, gardens. 250-253-1242. 
ggsnubians2003@yahoo.ca.
WANTED: HIGH CHAIR for Wild Rose 
Restaurant. Good condition/current safety 
standards. 250-358-7744.
ARE YOU INTERESTED in being a 
volunteer for your community? The South 
Slocan chapter of Kootenay Lake Hospital 

Auxiliary is looking for young (and not so 
young), energetic (and not so energetic) 
and enthusiastic people interested in doing 
volunteer work - both fundraising and non-
fundraising - to help our local health care. 
Join us the 2nd Thursday of the month (not 
July and August), we meet in alternating 
homes in South Slocan/Valley area. Call 
us at 250-359-7489 and enjoy a meeting to 
see what we are about.

SLOCAN VALLEy RECREATiON
MAD ABOUT MORELS – Look 
for this spring mushroom with Robert 
McCrea. Sat. May 7.
DOWN TO EARTH AGES 5 TO 7 
– Kids exploration with Rita Corcoran. 
Begins Sat. May 7.
OAXACA TALK – Join the kids from 
Quest for Community. Thurs. May 5, 
Slocan Park Hall.
RAIL TRAIL POKER PEDAL – Move 
For Health Day. Sunday May 15, 11 am at 
the Winlaw Station of the Slocan Valley 
Rail Trail.
SEWING A SPRING APRON – With 
Elle Boar. Threads Guild Building. May 
17 & 24 (Tues.).
SPRING TENNIS LESSONS – Begin 
May 18 at Mt. Sentinel School.

250-226-0008

OBiTUARy

ESTHER RUTH PROVAN
January 14, 1928 - April 22, 2011

Ruth was a caring, loving and loveable 
woman. She will be sadly missed and warmly 
remembered by her extended family and all 
who had the good fortune to have known her.

The Provan family would like to express 
our gratitude to the doctors, nurses, and staff 
at the Pavilion who made her time there 
as comfortable as possible. Your caring, 
understanding and compassion not only 
helped Mom, it was also great comfort for 
our family, knowing she was being so well 
cared for.

We are very proud to live in a community 
where so many kind folks volunteer their time, 
talents and energies to entertain, cheer and 
support the residents at the Pavilion. Thank 
you Hospice Society, thank you.
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KASLO LOGGER SPORTS
SUNDAY, MAY 22ND 

 Five Canadian Championship 
Events – as well as the 

STIHL Timbersport SERIES 
WESTERN CANADIAN 

QUALIFIER

from all of us at...

MOUNTAIN 
VALLEY 

STATION 
in Slocan City

gas/Auto propane/diesel/Store/Video Rentals/Sears/Ace/purolator/Helium Balloons/ATM
Now Selling Bus passes and Slocan fitness Centre passes

NOW OPEN:
8-8 DAILY

Treat Mom to the 
Biggest and Best Ice Cream 

Cone in the Valley!

Bottle Depot Hours: Mon - Sat 9-5
Closed Sundays & Holidays

submitted by Jackie Bourgaize 
B o r n  i n t o  w h i t e - c o l l a r 

management, singer-songwriter 
Chris Gheran never felt like he fit 
in, but now he has found his ‘hard 
folk’ voice and has just released 
his third album Calgary. Chris and 
lead guitarist Tyler Stephan will be 
performing in Nakusp’s Bonnington 
Centre on May 22. Doors at 7:30, 
concert at 8 pm. 

“The influences of old-school 
folk musicians like Woody Guthrie 
and Bob Dylan resonate in his 

‘Hard folk’ artist Chris Gheran to perform in Nakusp
insightful lyrics and meaningful 
music,” wrote Andy Williams in 
The Gauntlet. Lisa Wilton of the 
Calgary Sun noted the influences of 
Dylan and The Beatles in his mostly 
acoustic recording Coup d’etat. His 
new album blends these influences 
with classic country by the likes of 
George Jones, Conway Twitty and 
Hank Williams. “Gheran’s earnest 
but fun-loving style breathes new life 
into historical subject matter, making 
it accessible to even the rawest folk 
music cadet,” commented Christine 

Leonard in BeatRoute. 
Gheran’s first album Monster 

(2008) rocks out his hard folk band 
style. Coup d’etat (2010) is a solo 
collection of unique perspectives on 
war, society and sweet love. His third 
album, Calgary, released March, 
2011, is much like the city – if you 
don’t like the music, wait for the 
next song. 

Gheran played in Medicine Hat’s 

Tongue on Post Festival in January 
this year. He also performed six 
shows at the 2010 Calgary Folk 
Music Festival and hosted their 2010 
youth songwriter contest. Earlier 
this year, Gheran’s opening act 
complemented the Wailin’ Jennys 
in the beautiful Knox United Church 
in downtown Calgary. In 2008, he 
opened for Jonathan Richman with 
a phenomenal solo set in concert at 

the Martha Cohen Theatre in the 
Calgary Centre for the Performing 
Arts as part of Sled Island 2008 and 
was asked back in 2009. Gheran has 
been interviewed by several Calgary 
radio stations, and was chosen to 
perform at Kelowna’s Rockanagan 
in 2008 and 2009. 

Tickets can be purchased at Bon 
Marche for $15 or online at www.
chrisgheran.com 

‘Hard folk’ artist Chris Gheran will perform at the Bonnington Centre in Nakusp May 22, blending elements of folk, pop and country.
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by Jan McMurray
The RDCK has decided to drop 

the idea of a ‘mass gatherings bylaw.’
Last July, the RDCK board asked 

staff to draft a mass gatherings bylaw 

Proposed bylaw to regulate raves dies
after the Village of Kaslo asked the 
board for help controlling raves. Last 
year, raves were held in the rural area 
surrounding Kaslo on both the May 
Days and Jazz Fest weekends, when 
events are happening in town. Kaslo 
council has concerns about the strain 
on the Village’s emergency services 
when two large events are happening 
at the same time in the Kaslo area, and 
has concerns about safety and security 
at the raves.

Although RDCK staff prepared 
a draft bylaw in consultation with 
RCMP and IHA, and presented it to 
the RDCK Rural Affairs Committee on 

April 7, the staff report accompanying 
the draft bylaw recommended that it 
be dropped because of the “limitations 
for enforcement of a mass gatherings 
bylaw on Crown land...” 

The staff report explains that 
Regional District bylaws do not 
pertain to Crown land, so “the RCMP 
would need to provide enforcement 
through trespass or some other relevant 
mechanism on provincial land.”

Both the RCMP and Interior Health 
support the bylaw, states the staff 
report, but concerns were expressed by 
event organizers over additional costs 
that would be imposed by the bylaw.


