
April 20, 2011   The Valley Voice  1

Volume 20, Number 8  April 20, 2011  Delivered to every home between Edgewood, Kaslo & South Slocan. Published bi-weekly.
“Your independently owned regional community newspaper serving the Arrow Lakes, Slocan & North Kootenay Lake Valleys.”

by Jan McMurray
The four BC Southern Interior 

candidates answered a steady stream 
of questions posed by community 
members at the All Candidates meeting 
in Silverton on April 13.

Below, we have paraphrased what 
each candidate had to say about five of 
the issues discussed at the meeting. 
Climate Change

Alex Atamanenko (NDP): We will 
take the $2 billion in subsidies to the 
fossil fuel industry, and put $1 billion 
into renewable energy projects and $500 
million into jobs and the green energy 
economy, and there will still be some left 
over. Our climate change bill was killed 
in the senate, so there was no discussion 
on the bill. Ours is the first country that 
had senators kill the bill.

Stephen Hill (Conservative): How 
do we deal with the infrastructure set up 
to deal with the fossil fuel industry and 
shift to green? We started the process 
in 2007 by cutting subsidies. Wood is 
what we can do for a green industry in 
the Slocan – you need a businessperson 
to look for those results.

Bryan Hunt (Green):  We 
will implement what scientists are 
suggesting. I am here because of the 
way the previous two governments have 
handled this. The Conservatives are 
cutting fossil fuel subsidies over time, 
but it’s easy to just stop.

Shan Lavell (Liberal): I would 
love to have an electric car right now, 
but I was raised on Exxon. We have to 
build bridges. We won’t get to the nuts 
and bolts of the environment until we 
get along, and that’s about our social 
justice issues. We all need to work better 
together as a team. 
Foreign Policy

Alex Atamanenko (NDP): 
Bringing the troops home from 
Afghanistan is what we have been 
pushing for. The prime minister 
promised this a couple of times but now 
we find out it will be three more years. 
It’s terrible when our officers come back 
and can’t get help. It’s disgraceful the 
way we treat our vets. Over 200 vets are 
going to food banks in Calgary. 

We should be shifting our military 
focus. We believe our priorities should 
be the defence of our coastline, and 
helping with natural disasters and 

BC Southern Interior candidates square off in Silverton
peacekeeping. Money for the F-35s 
should go to our Canadian ship building 
industry for defending our coastline.

Stephen Hill (Conservative): I 
have never been to Afghanistan and 
do not understand their 400 years of 
politics, but in Trail, the 44th Field 
Engineers all believe they are doing a 
good job in Afghanistan for the people 
of Afghanistan. We are moving from 
a military role to a support role to 
make sure the things we have done 
are maintained. Young women in 
Afghanistan are not allowed to go 
to university, so should we allow the 
Taliban to move back in? We need to 
provide a support role for the women 
and children.

There are no jets in this budget. 
They will be in the budget four years 
from now, in 2015, and will be spread 
out over four years. We will have a 
balanced budget and will be able to 
afford them. If we’re going to have 
a military, we need to provide that 
equipment to do the job. We leave the 
equipment up to people in the military.

Bryan Hunt (Green): We have 
strayed from what we were. We were 
peacemakers and we have come to be 
America’s little brother that helps in 
all the fights. The F-35s are meant for 
offence. I’m all for getting the military 
the tools they need, but I think in terms 
of peacekeeping. It doesn’t matter when 
we’re paying for the jets – we’re still 
paying for them. We have a huge land 
mass with lots of resources and only 30 
million people. We cannot defend all of 
this country so we can’t take the stance 
of an aggressor.

Shan Lavell (Liberal): The military 
industrial complex seems to be all about 
big oil. We should respond in countries 
to correct human rights issues, not 
because there is oil there. The Liberals 
want to return to peacekeeping and a 
better balance of defence and diplomacy. 
I believe in supporting the military with 
the correct equipment but I don’t want to 
see people in harm’s way and I want to 
do the upstream thing in countries where 
there are human rights issues.
Nuclear Power

Stephen Hill (Conservative): 
Nuclear power has been extremely safe 
and viable for a long time. There are 55 
or 56 nuclear reactors, so we can’t close 

them all down tomorrow. European 
countries have gone on a nuclear free 
ban. We should ask the Canadian people 
through a referendum. It is a clean 
fuel, but there is waste at the end of its 
utilization. We bury that material now, 
but in Idaho they are experimenting with 
turning it into a safe source of energy. 
We are energy pigs and we need to 
reduce our consumption. 

Bryan Hunt (Green): People say 
that Japan could never happen here, 
but we know there is lots of equipment 
that was past the end of its life 15 years 
ago, so yes, it could happen here. And 
when it goes bad, it goes very bad so 
it’s something to think about. I wouldn’t 
suggest it.

Shan Lavell (Liberal): I would go 
green. I would work with the Liberal 
party to get past the things that we know 
are mistakes. Let’s just go green, please.

Alex Atamanenko (NDP): In our 
energy and environmental platform, 
we do not mention nuclear energy. 
In Canada, there are maybe 15 
nuclear reactors in Ontario and one in 
New Brunswick. There should be a 
moratorium on any further building of 
nuclear reactors. If we expect Ontario 
and New Brunswick to eventually put 
these out of practice, then we need to 
assist them by setting up an east-west 
power grid using hydroelectric power 

from Manitoba. It’s in the best interest 
of all citizens of Canada. Depleted 
uranium from Canada is winding up 
in weapons of mass destruction. This 
is morally reprehensible. We must rein 
in the nuclear industry and make sure it 
doesn’t end up in weapons.
Corporate Control and Growing 
Poverty

Shan Lavell (Liberal): After 
WWII, we invested heavily in social 
safety nets, but we’ve lost the value in 
this. I think investing in social safety 
nets is the biggest economic stimulus 
package going. And it’s time to deal with 
things like offshore tax havens.

Alex Atamanenko (NDP): The 
shift started when we signed the first 
trade agreement with the USA. This 
showed how much more control 
corporations had than governments. 
In the film, Poor no More, one of the 
journalists says we have given $130 
billion to multinational corporations 
since then. They are the ones who 
have become wealthy. We could have 
first class health care and education, 
and we could have lifted every senior 
out of poverty. The focus with the 
Conservatives is less government, 
deregulation, privatization, and jobs 
will trickle down. But it doesn’t work 
that way. People have to work two or 
three jobs, they have no benefits, they 

are getting their hours cut. We need the 
political will to stop this. If we had more 
cooperation from all parties in the house, 
including the NDP, we would be in the 
best situation.

Stephen Hill (Conservative): I 
spend hours on the Stats Can website 
trying to get a grasp on where we’re 
going with employment, etc. In 1981, 
we had 14 million people, with an 
average household income of $4,500 
and home ownership of 66%. Today, 
home ownership has increased to 68%, 
so more Canadians own their own home, 
and the average household income has 
gone up to $75,200. The concentration 
of wealth is definitely happening but 
the Canadian population has been doing 
substantially better for the last 50 years. 
Our expectations are way up. How many 
computers, TVs did you have in 1981 
compared to now? We have created a 
social system that’s not working. I have 
been working for the last two years 
with 26 groups on poverty. We pump 
money into these agencies year after 
year. The poverty business is something 
you can never get out of, no matter 
how much you put in. I have worked 
with politicians and this system and 
it’s broken. We can lift everyone out of 
poverty in this country. The problem is 
we don’t have the right people doing it.

continued on page 3

BC Southern Interior Candidates: Conservative Stephen Hill, Green Bryan Hunt, NDP Alex Atamanenko, and Liberal Shan Lavell.
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The Arrow Lakes 
Historical Society 
members wish to 
thank all of you 

for your support in 
the CBT Initiatives 
funding – this will 

further our aims to 
complete our goal. 
We are now waiting 
for the final plans 
before putting an 

ad in for bids to do 
the construction. 

As much as possible, 
all labour and 

materials will be 
obtained locally.

by Jan McMurray
In a very close vote (11-9), the 

RDCK board has decided to change 
the way it allocates CBT Community 
Initiatives funding.

This CBT grant program is 
administered by the Regional Districts 
in the Basin. The CBT provides funds 
on a per capita basis to each Regional 
District, which in turn allocates the 
funds to its member municipalities and 
electoral areas. Since the program’s 
inception, the RDCK has doled out 
the funds to communities based on a 
combination of population and property 

Regional District of Central Kootenay changes CBT Community Initiatives formula
assessments. Every other Regional 
District in the Basin has divided it up 
based on population only.

Starting in 2012, the RDCK will 
fall into line with the other Regional 
Districts. Central Kootenay communities 
will receive a portion of the total funding 
based on their population only.

The change will result in more 
money for Nakusp and Area H (Slocan 
Valley), less for Area K (Arrow Lakes) 
and Area D (North Kootenay Lake), and 
makes no difference to Slocan, Silverton, 
New Denver and Kaslo. Starting this 
year, these four municipalities have 
benefited from CBT’s new policy that 

no community will receive less than 
$30,000.

Nakusp received $18,401 this year, 
and would have received $20,815 with 
a population only formula. Area H 
received $53,224 this year and would 
have received $58,989 under the new 
formula.

Area K received $25,251 this year, 
and would have received $24,584. Area 
D received $22,579 and would have 
received $20,828.

This change does not impact the 
Affected Areas funding, distributed 
to communities most impacted by the 
Columbia River Treaty dams.

by Jan McMurray
Residents of the Regional District 

of Central Kootenay will get a credit on 
this year’s tax bill.

RDCK residents to get a credit on tax bills
The credit will show up under the 

Central Kootenay Regional Hospital 
District line item on residents’ tax 
bills. People with property assessed at 

$271,000 can expect a credit of about 
$14.

The Central Kootenay Regional 
Hospital District (CKRHD) exists today 
only to pay off past debt. Some years 
ago, regional hospital district boundaries 
changed, and most RDCK residents 
became part of the West Kootenay 
Boundary Regional Hospital District.

Regional hospital districts borrow 
money from the Municipal Finance 
Authority to fund improvements at health 

facilities, and residents are taxed to pay 
off this debt. 

The credit on this year’s tax bill is a 
result of some long-term debt being paid 
out by CKRHD. The Municipal Finance 
Authority was able to make investment 
earnings on this, and is paying the surplus 
back to residents. CKRHD is winding 
down, and will clear all its debts in 2013. 
It is unknown whether there will be a 
surplus to pay back to residents for the 
remaining CKRHD debentures.

by Jan McMurray
Lucerne School grade 5 student, 

Lena Day, won the provincial award for 
her poem in this year’s Royal Canadian 
Legion Literary and Poster Contest.Lena’s 
poem was first judged by Slocan Legion 
members, then by West Kootenay Zone 
Legion members, before advancing to the 
provincial level. Her achievement was 
recognized at the West Kootenay Spring 
Zone Meet, held in Nakusp April 15-17.

Lucerne student wins award for peace poem
Here is her poem, entitled ‘Peace.’

Peace is when every last weapon is put down
Peace is when there is no need left to frown
Peace is when there is nothing horrid left 
        to be said
Peace is when the last drop of blood is shed
Peace is when no brother, sister or child has 
       the need to fight
Peace is an amazing, wonderful sight
Peace is about happiness, joy and love
Peace is as beautiful as a single white dove

Lucerne School student Lena Day was recognized for her award-winning poem at the Royal Canadian 
Legion West Kootenay Zone Meet, April 17, in Nakusp. Neil Jarvie, poppy chairman of the West Kootenay 
Zone, displays her poem as John Gates, poppy chairman of the Slocan branch, looks on. The Legion holds 

the Literary and Poster Contest annually to foster the tradition of Remembrance amongst Canadians.

Area H Director Walter Popoff was awarded a Level 1 Certificate in Local Government Leadership at the 2011 
Leadership Forum in Richmond in February. The achievement was recognized by RDCK Chair John Kettle at the 
March 31 board meeting. The Local Government Leadership Academy (LGLA) Certificate Program is designed to 

support and encourage elected officials to enhance their leadership skills and knowledge. Director Popoff earned his 
Level 1 Certificate by attending the Newly and Returning Elected Officials Seminars and completing an additional 16 

hours of course work. Pictured here is Minister Cadieux, Mary Sjostrom (LGLA chair) and Director Popoff in Richmond.
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Serving the Arrow and Slocan Lakes

by Jan McMurray
Shan Lavell, Liberal believes that 

strengthening our social safety net has to 
be our first priority. “When I hear jobs, 
jobs, jobs, I know that unless we have 
the other oar in the water – affordable 
housing and childcare options – we 
won’t go there.” Lavell said the Liberal 
platform has “incredible depth” with 
its national poverty strategy, a national 
transportation and infrastructure 
strategy, a national childcare program, 
and a plan to invest in green industry and 
move off oil. Lavell lives in Kelowna.

Bryan Hunt, Green grew up in 
Kaslo and currently owns a business 
in Calgary. He believes that the 
economy and the environment are not 
in opposition to one another. The Green 
Party will help companies and farmers 
move to more sustainable practices, 
and will invest in a green economy 
(retrofitting buildings, alternative 
transportation, alternative energy). 
People making less than $20,000 a 

year will not pay income tax under the 
Greens, and income splitting will be 
allowed. He said that if Greens won 
one or two seats, they would make a 
difference, and if there were a Green 
MP in BC Southern Interior, we would 
have hundreds of Greens working for 
this riding. 

Stephen Hill, Conservative is a 
small business owner (Septen Financial) 
living in Trail, and is concerned about 
the trend of continued reductions in 
education and health care, and the lack 
of jobs in our community. “I can and 
will create jobs. Canada is doing well 
and this riding needs to experience this 
kind of success along with the rest of 
the country,” he said. He is proud of his 
work helping to get the Midway Mill 
re-opened by creating a venture capital 
pool. “You may not like Stephen Harper, 
but on May 2, Stephen Harper will not 
be on your ballot – Stephen Hill will be. 
I am a different character than the other 
three. We all want the same thing, just 

who is going to deliver the best?”
Alex Atamanenko, NDP has been 

our MP for two terms and feels there 
is still a lot to do. He said that he and 
his staff work hard to get results for 
constituents. 

He is concerned about the 
Conservative government’s direction on 
foreign policy and corporate rights. He 
said the Canadian Food Bank made 58 
recommendations to decrease poverty, 
and the Conservative government has 
not done even one of them. “We all 
represent our leaders. Stephen, you 
can’t run away from Stephen,” he said, 
pointing out that Prime Minister Harper 
keeps tight controls on his MPs.

Atamanenko said that everything in 
the NDP budget is costed out. The NDP 
will hire doctors and nurses, and bring 
taxes for small business down from 11% 
to 9%. “We will make sure democracy 
works, but we can’t do that until there 
are more NDP MPs. We stand between 
Harper and a majority.”

BC Southern Interior candidates at a glance

Bryan Hunt (Green): The rich get 
richer, and the poor get poorer. You have 
to follow the money. The people at the 
top of the corporations know all the tax 
havens, all the loopholes. That’s our 
platform, to close the loopholes. I don’t 
think we do better now than we did 50 
years ago – housing and transportation 
have gotten way beyond what we can 
afford. I know a woman in Calgary who 
is well trained but she needs two jobs. 
This is wrong.
Local Economic Development in this 
polarized valley 

Bryan Hunt (Green): The Greens 
are not against logging – but we believe 
it can be done better, and we have 
dedicated $285 million to that over three 
years. We want to support the industry 
we have, helping them financially to use 
sustainable practices. We also want to 
bring in new industry. Telecommuting 
is good – it gets cars off the road. There 
are lots of solutions.

Alex Atamanenko (NDP): This is 
an appropriate time to bring this question 

forward, when we’re heading into 
provincial and municipal elections. Let’s 
pinpoint each party and get them all to 
say how we can keep the environment 
intact and people can make money so 
they can live here. We have people in 
Victoria looking at dots on maps. I have 
networked with local mayors to find out 
what I can do to work on this issue.

The question of the economy is not 
a simple one. One of the problems in our 
region is the draconian policies of this 
provincial government, which has cut 
and slashed and often wound up taking 
jobs from our communities. You can’t 
just say I’m going to create jobs. First 
we have to preserve the jobs we have. 
An organic apples storage business was 
going to be lost. I made sure we kept 30 
full-time jobs going. I have been writing 
letters to the head of Canada Post to 
make sure they don’t make further job 
cuts in the region. These are some of the 
things I work on. It’s difficult when there 
is no affordable housing or childcare 
policies, and that’s what we have to be 
working on also.

Shan Lavell (Liberal): Community 
development involves all levels of 
government to be at the table together, 
looking at options and establishing 
priorities as a riding or as communities. 
One size fits all should not be imposed. 
There is incredible leadership in this 
riding – community development type 
people – and we can take some time to 
come up with some cohesive plans that 
build bridges for the population.

Stephen Hill (Conservative): We 
all want the same thing. We all live 
in this area, and it has the worst job 
situation. Which candidate is going 
to deliver the best? As soon as I won 
the candidacy, I knocked on doors. In 
Midway, everyone said they wanted the 
mill re-opened. So I created a venture 
capital pool and transferred ownership 
of the mill over to the people. When 
Red Mountain Resort was rejected, I 
got it into the accepted pile. What do 
the people of New Denver/Silverton 
want? We will develop a strategic plan 
with mayor and council and deliver on 
what you want.

BC Southern Interior candidates square off in Silverton
continued from page 1

JAPANESE EARTHQUAKE RELIEF 
FUND

On March 11, 2011, Japan was hit by 
one of the largest earthquakes ever 
recorded.  The 9.0 magnitude quake 

spawned a deadly tsunami that slammed 
into the nation, leaving a huge swath 
of devastation in its wake. Thousands 

of people are dead and many more are 
missing or injured; almost half a million 

people are homeless.

The New Denver Kyowakai Society 
and the New Denver Buddhist Church, 
both organizations with close ties to our 
community and Japan, have established 

a “Japanese Earthquake Relief Trust 
Fund” at the New Denver Kootenay 
Savings Credit Union to which each 

organization has generously donated 
$1,000.00.  Donations to the fund will be 
disbursed to assist with the provision of 
relief and emergency services to victims 
of the earthquake and tsunami. Those 
persons wishing to make a donation to 
the relief fund may do so at the New 

Denver Kootenay Savings Credit Union, 
Masterplan Account No. 2478-6.  Tax 

receipts are available upon request to the 
New Denver Kyowakai Society.

by Jan McMurray
The Province has made a decision 

on Riley McIntosh’s controversial 
application for Crown land tenure for 
his mountain biking tour business, Rilor 
Wilderness.

Tenure over some of the areas 
McIntosh applied for has been 
offered, subject to some conditions. 
“Components of the application that 
were allowed are specific trails in areas 
with few conflicts or with conflicts that 
are deemed manageable with extra effort 
in the Trail Management Plan,” states the 
‘Reasons for Decision’ document posted 
on the government website.

The allowed areas include the 
Lower Wakefield, Choice, Alamo and 
Old Sandon Road Trails in the Idaho 
Peak area; Recco Ridge and Robb 
Ridge in the Retallack area; and the 
Monster, Deception and Mineshaft 
Trails in the Meadow Creek area. The 
Placenta Descenta and Illuminati Trails 
in the Morning Mountain Regional Park 
area have also been allowed, subject to 
approval for use by the RDCK, as the 
RDCK has tenure over this regional 

Mountain biking tenure offered with conditions
park area. 

Many of the areas McIntosh applied 
for were disallowed, most notably 
the Enterprise Creek area. The trail 
system and technical terrain features 
McIntosh built in the Enterprise Creek 
area without authorization, known as 
the Tunnel Vision trail system, must be 
disassembled and the site returned to a 
natural state before the tenure offer is 
finalized. Other disallowed trails include 
the Powerslave (Toad Mountain); Little 
Tom, Excavator, Big Owl and North 
Place Trails near Slocan; Tunnel Vision, 
Enterprise Creek viewing stand and 
pump track (Enterprise Creek area); and 
Salisbury Trail near Argenta.

McIntosh must re-submit his Trail 
Management Plan for government 
approval before the tenure offer is 
finalized. A ministry spokesperson 
confirmed that the disallowed trails will 
not be re-considered by government at 
this time. The revised Trail Management 
Plan must better address local resource 
values such as public recreation access, 
wildlife values, and impacts on other 
tenure holders and property owners for 

the allowed trails.
McIntosh says he respects the 

decision and the restrictions put in place. 
“I have certainly learned a lot through 
the process, and am looking forward 
to applying these ‘lessons learned’ to 
ensure that the business develops in a 
sustainable environmental, economic 
and social manner,” he said. “If done 
properly, the business offers the potential 
to benefit not only the new business but 

the local communities and general public 
as well. Specifically, the focus will be on 
hiring and spending locally. Any trail 
development from now on must also 
conform to strict approval processes and 
will not be exclusive use.”

He advised that he would be issuing 
a press release in the coming weeks that 
will outline his plans.

“I am looking forward to helping 
develop mountain biking in a manner that 

both ourselves and the wider community 
can be proud of,” McIntosh said.

submitted by Government of BC
Residents in the West Kootenays 

will now find it even easier to access 
government services with the official 
opening of a brand-new FrontCounter 
BC office in Castlegar. 

FrontCounter BC is a single-window 
service for clients of the natural resource 
sector. FrontCounter BC was created in 
2005 with eight locations, a dedicated 
call centre and online applications. 
Today’s opening in Castlegar marks the 
start of a major expansion of the program 
to more communities across BC. 

“This is a milestone for Castlegar,” 
said Mayor of Castlegar Lawrence 

New FrontCounter BC office opens in Castlegar 
Chernoff. “It makes Castlegar a hub 
for business. This FrontCounter BC 
office will make it easier for us to build 
our future.” FrontCounter BC offers 
more than 130 natural resource-related 
permits and authorizations at each 
location. It provides services on behalf 
of 16 additional partner agencies. The 
call centre handles more than 21,400 
inquiries annually.
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Get smart
We should take a page from Quebec’s 

voting trends. They vote strategically to 
gain the most for their province, to the 
point of blackmail, constantly benefiting 
that province extremely well financially. 
We on the other hand constantly throw 
away our opportunities by voting for 
a party that will never obtain power in 
Ottawa and therefore renders the West 
Kootenay candidate impotent to bring 
prosperity here.

Why do we not collectively vote 
for the winning side to make this area 
important to Ottawa – to think SMART, 
putting our ideology aside to see what 
that may bring to this wonderful region.

Gail Toop
Rosebery

Peace Tax Trust 
Fund

Buried under a pile of papers on my 
desk is a plastic package from Revenue 
Canada. As I prepare to submit my 
income taxes I have been reflecting 
on how those dollars will be spent. At 
present, roughly nine percent of our 
income tax dollars are directed to the 
military. If you object to war, that’s a 
hard fact to swallow. 

In the context of rising militarism 
and ecological destruction, I want to 
dedicate my money and my time to 
creative, constructive, peaceful solutions. 
I cannot, in good conscience, allow 
my tax dollars to fund the military. For 
the past several years I have deposited 
the military portion of my taxes into 
Conscience Canada’s Peace Tax Trust 
Fund. I invite you to consider doing 
likewise. More information about how 
this can be accomplished, including 
a 2010 Peace Tax Return, is available 
from Conscience Canada: www.
consciencecanada.ca.

Anna Kirkpatrick
Argenta

Nelson needs 
a full-service 
hospital

On Friday, March 25, I woke up 
in pain, and went to the Kaslo Primary 
Health Centre around 1 pm. I passed 
small pieces of kidney stones, which 
would be analyzed on the following 
Tuesday.

All day Saturday I was in a lot of 
pain. On Sunday, my husband drove 
me to Nelson, an hour away, to the 
Emergency Room, where Dr. Leslie 
ordered a C-scan in Trail on Monday at 

10 am. Instead of driving the hour back 
home and then another two hours to 
Trail, we spent the night in Trail at a Best 
Western. I had the C-scan on Monday. I 
asked the tech there what to do, and she 
said to contact my GP.

We drove from Trail to Kaslo – I 
was still in pain – and arrived home at 3 
pm on Monday. On our home answering 
machine was a message from Dr. Owatz 
in Trail and also from another doctor 
from the ER in Nelson. I phoned the 
number they left and was told to get back 
to Trail immediately.

So on that same Monday, we drove 
the two hours back to Trail to the ER, and 
I checked in. The surgery to remove my 
appendix was that night, around 10 pm.

I appreciate the conscientious work 
of the doctors and nurses, but I could 
have died from a ruptured appendix as 
we drove back and forth in the West 
Kootenays, racking up 414 kilometres.

Nelson needs a full-service hospital. 
I feel fortunate to be alive. But what we 
have in this valley is not acceptable front-
line medical service.

Deb Burbank
Kaslo

Edgewood fuel 
reduction project

I have been employed on the fuel 
reduction project at Edgewood. We saw 
the overall result marred by the debris 
dumped by community members on 
our slash piles. Even as we worked, 
boards with nails and branches were 
added to the huge piles. One dumper 
was reluctantly deterred. Where did that 
load end up?

The comments we received were: 
“You guys can clean it up,” “Everyone 
else does it,” and “What am I supposed 
to do with it?”

We were preparing a forest fuel 
break around the town. Initially, I 
considered the protection from forest 
fires reaching the community. Ironically, 
the fuel break may serve to protect the 
outlying forest from the fire hazard of 
the debris piles. Not all the cast-offs 
will burn. The bricks, cement, plastic 
and metal will serve to remind us of the 
thoughtless actions of many years.

Problems need solutions. As the 
pupils view this disgrace from the 
schoolyard, is the lesson learned one of 
disrespect? Why not demonstrate how 
to be a steward of the earth and restore 
our responsibility? Doing nothing is 
tacit approval.

If prunings and woody debris are a 
disposal issue, perhaps the community 
members could arrange for a chipper 

to spend a few days here. That action 
is conceivably more viable than a 
community-owned chipper. Leaves and 
used potting soil should be composted. 

The way of the bush is to pack out 
what you pack in. Would you want other 
peoples’ discards left in your house? 
Some of our crew members were from 
out of the area and worked tirelessly to 
beautify and protect our town. I was 
embarrassed at the mindless conduct 
of the residents defacing the beauty of 
their backyard. 

Call the RAPP line to report 
polluters. If you are not part of the 
solution you are part of the problem.

Lois Wood
Edgewood

Our lives and 
freedoms are 
strictly controlled

Stephen Harper has determined that 
he wants to spend billions of dollars to 
build prisons and to fight a war on drugs 
that is unwinnable.

He calls them “unreported crimes” 
– what can unreported crimes be but 
vices? In a truly free society, vices 
would never be considered a crime. 
You can find an excellent argument 
for this by Lysander Spooner in the 
middle of the 19th century and it is 
more relevant today than ever.  You can 
read this at www.lysanderspooner.org/
VicesAreNotCrimes.htm.

Prohibition has never worked, 
continues to be costly, and perpetuates 
the progress toward a police state. Over 
50 percent of Canadians are in favour of 
some form of legalization of cannabis. 
Yet under threat from the Americans 
to close the border, our government 
continues with this anti-freedom policy. 
This is an affront on taxpayers and 
the individual right of citizens in a 
supposedly free country to determine for 
themselves how they should live.

The history of the prohibition of 
cannabis essentially began with Harry 
Anslinger. The story is a ‘must read’ for 
anyone wanting to make an informed 
opinion with an objective viewpoint 
about this issue and to have a serious look 
at how corrupt large corporate power has 
shaped our world through manipulation 
and lies.  You can find this story at www.
drugwwarrant.com/articles/why-is-
marijuana-legal/.

Canada has always followed the 
US example and that is why it is illegal 
here. Alcohol is far more dangerous than 
cannabis; however, it is the drug of the 

continued on page 5

Musing on the election...
We’re into an election. Stephen Harper’s minority Conservative government has 

been found to be in contempt of parliament, by Peter Milliken, the Liberal Speaker 
of the House of Commons. What does this mean? It depends on who you talk to. 
Many pundits have opined that it’s not unexpected given the political outlook of the 
Speaker. Those same pundits are quick to point out that this is the kind of issue that 
majority governments can willfully ignore.

It is worth noting that government has been found in contempt for witholding 
documents that reveal the true costs of their law-and-order agenda. It also worth 
noting that this is the first time in Canadian history that this has happened. Generally, 
minority governments don’t try to conceal documents of this nature.

I don’t know about you, but I’d like to  know how much more it’s going to cost 
me, as a taxpayer, to lock up my friends and neighbours for victimless non-violent 
crimes. Crime is down across the country,  unless you believe the mantra that more 
of it is going on, it’s just not being reported. I suggest that very few of us fail to report 
serious crimes with real victims. It concerns me when my Prime Minister refuses to 
tell me how much all this is going to cost me. It gives me a sneaking suspicion that 
he’s not leveling with me about the cost of those fighter jets, either.

I’ve always liked the idea of a strong military. My Grandfather and my uncle 
were both veterans. But I really like the idea of taking care of our veterans when they 
get back from the war. I don’t like the idea of veterans lining up at the food bank, 
because they can’t make ends meet. I like peacekeepers, and think that we should have 
more than 70 of them. I don’t think that we need a military that supports aggression.

I also like the idea of paying less money in usury to the credit card companies. 
It’s hard to always pay off the credit cards at the end of the  month. A lot of my 
friends and neighbours can’t do it every time. How much money are the credit card 
companies stealing from families in interest every month?

I don’t like having to pay the HST on things that used to be exempt. I’m not 
impressed that the Conservative government in Ottawa bribed the Liberal government 
in Victoria with 1.6 billion tax-dollars to shove this thing down my throat. Or that 
the Liberal ‘opposition’ aided and abetted them  in this. I kinda like the idea that an 
NDP government would forgive us that money if we reject the HST in our upcoming 
referendum, even as I realize that the NDP is unlikely to form the government and 
will likely never have to. Still, there’s no point in voting for the Conservatives or 
the Liberals, if you don’t like the HST. There’s no point in voting for the Liberals 
in either of the constituencies that we serve, unless you really want them to get the 
$2 subsidy that goes with your vote. They’ve got about as much chance of getting 
elected as the Greens. Probably less, here in the Kootenays.

I really liked Jim Abbott. He was a good MP that accomplished a lot for his 
constituency, but I get the feeling that his heart wasn’t in it for the last few years. 
He was first elected to reform parliament, to give us an elected senate and more 
referendums. It must be heartbreaking to watch your leader stack the senate, and 
then concentrate more and more power in his office.

I’m not sure that David Wilks is a man of the same character. I haven’t met him, 
and I’ve certainly heard nothing from him in terms of wanting more democracy in 
our federal state. I like his NDP opponent, Mark Shmigelsky, but I must concede that 
I don’t know him very well. Seems like an earnest young man, though.

In BC Southern Interior, I’m likely to support Alex Atamanenko. Although I like 
Stephen Hill, and I’m confident that I could work with him, Alex has been the only 
MP that I’ve ever had that has never embarrassed me in the House of Commons. He’s 
thoughtful and articulate. He thinks for himself, and I like that in an MP.

Dan Nicholson, publisher
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continued from page 4
majority while cannabis is a drug of a 
minority.

We are now at the point where 
our lives and freedoms are strictly 
controlled by large corporate interests. 
Drug companies do not want people 
using cannabis. What drug companies 
want are people taking pharmaceutical 
drugs that have side effects creating the 
need for other drugs and to perpetuate 
health problems in the interest of 
profit. People should have the right to 
determine for themselves if they wish 
to purchase natural medicines (herbs) or 
alternative health care for themselves and 
to procure these products and services 
from whomever they wish. 

At what point have we ceased to be 
free individuals and have become total 
subjects of the state?

Ed Nixon
Winlaw

Vote swapping 
with a 
difference

I have attended two All Candidates 
meetings in BC Southern Interior, one 
as an observer and one as a stand-
in for the Green Party candidate, 
Bryan Hunt. It is apparent that many 
voters are disgusted with the fact that 
Elizabeth May was excluded from the 
TV debates.

Here is a suggestion. If you are 
a Green-leaning New Democrat or 
a Green-leaning Conservative, even 
a Green-leaning Liberal, go out and 
find someone from the opposite side 
of the political fence and make a 
pledge to each other to vote Green 
in 2011.

It is so very obvious that the 
situation in Ottawa is broken and 
both NDP MP Alex Atamanenko and 
Conservative candidate Stephen Hill 
are admitting that in public. My father 
was a life-long Conservative voter 
who taught me as a child that in a 
democracy it was your duty to defend 
everyone’s right to free speech, 
especially those you disagree with, 
because if you did not do so you may 
no longer be living in a democracy.

Earlier in the campaign I spoke in 
a radio interview about how disgusted 
I was that the only female leader of 
a political party was excluded from 
the TV debates, and as a stand-in I 
pointed out to the voters that not one 
leader of the other political parties 
came to Elizabeth May’s defence.

At age 85 my father, having voted 
Conservative since he was 21, voted 
Green. Tired of the candidate choices 
before him he had decided not to vote, 
until I reminded him that this election 
was not really about his choices, but 
those for his grandchildren and great 
grandchildren. He agreed with my 
point and voted Green.

In this election you can vote for 
a different future, without fear of a 
Harper or Ignatieff government, by 
simply finding someone who has the 
exact opposite fear to you. Then both 
of you can vote your conscience and 
vote Green.

Vote Wisely. Vote Without Fear. 
Vote Your Conscience. And take 
someone who does not normally vote 
to the polls with you. It is the only 
way we will fix democracy in Canada.

Andy Shadrack
Kaslo

Trust Harper?
You may recall the shutdown of 

Canada’s Medical Isotope Reactor, 
December 2008. Shortly thereafter, in 
January 2009, Canada’s top nuclear 
watchdog, Linda Keen, head of the 
Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission 
(CNSC), was fired by Stephen Harper’s 
Minister of Natural Resources, Gary 
Lunn. The CNSC is an independent 
quasi-judicial agency, responsible for 
the safety of all major nuclear facilities 
in Canada, and cannot be overruled 
by politicians – except by somebody 
as irresponsible and democracy-
disregarding as Stephen Harper.

Keen and her expert scientific staff 
considered the NRU reactor unsafe 
to stay in operation. The 52-year-old 
reactor had had several shutdowns in 
previous years for repairs and upgrades. 
At this time it was leaking heavy water 
– containing radioactive tritium in large 
quantities – more than the previous 
year, when the leak had mysteriously 
disappeared without being fixed. In 
addition, the reactor had been running 
without the emergency backup cooling 
pumps. The pumps had been seismically 
upgraded, but not reconnected for 
several years, in contravention of the 
reactor’s operating licence. (Basically 
the same situation that caused the 
nightmare at the Japanese Fukushima 
Daichii Reactors.) 

The Harper government, on the 
other hand, felt that thousands of patients 
worldwide were denied needed medical 
isotopes for radiation cancer treatments 
and diagnostic purposes. And that the 
crown corporation, Atomic Energy of 
Canada Ltd (AECL) was deprived of 
$10 million for not being able to sell its 
isotopes. Harper the hero helping the 
people – at the risk of a nuclear disaster!

So Linda Keen was deposed and 
the reactor ordered back into operation 
again. But after a short while, AECL 
themselves concluded that it was unsafe 
to operate the reactor any longer – that 
was in May 2009 – and the reactor 
shut down temporarily. Rather than the 
estimated two months planned for the 
repairs, they took until August 2010, at 
which time the reactor could begin to 
produce medical isotopes again.

Who should have been fired? The 
people with the scientific-technical 
expertise, whose facts and figures 
proved to be real and serious, or the 
politicians, overstepping their judicial 
competence, having no clue about 
nuclear technology? Harper and Lunn 
favoured a potentially catastrophic 
situation 180 km northwest of Ottawa, 
where the NRU reactor is situated at 
Chalk River.

Trust Stephen Harper or Gary 
Lunn? Shoot them both to the moon, 
but get them out of Ottawa!

Richard Eichenauer
Fauquier

The economy 
isn’t the only 
important thing

Understandably, Stephen Harper 
is trying to fit a very tight frame 
around the electoral debate by 
saying that the economy is the 
only important thing. This is partly 
because he is trying to claim credit 
for Canada’s seemingly miraculous 
escape from the awful financial 
troubles, caused mainly by the 
Wall Street bankers’ greed and 
irresponsibility, which disastrously 
affected many countries. The kudos 
actually go to Paul Martin, then 
Minister of Finance in the Liberal 
government. He did not allow 
Canadian banks to deregulate, merge 
and become “too big to fail.” Harper 
is, of course, hoping Canadians have 
forgotten this.

Harper does not want Canadians 
to remember the indifference his 
government showed to Canadian 
responsibility for the torture of 
Maher Arar and Afghan prisoners. 
He’s hoping Canadians won’t notice 
the $30 billion (nearly doubled from 
the original $16 billion estimate) 
he wants to invest in F-35 jets to 
get a piece of the action in oil-rich 
countries the US wants to take 
over. Oh don’t worry, it won’t be 
your child with the back of its head 
blown off, brains spilt on to the 
ground as the F-35 passes over. But 
it will be someone’s child, and the 
official, dismissive words “collateral 
damage” somehow just don’t fully 
capture the scene, do they?

Don’t focus on the billions he 
intends to devote to criminalizing 
and locking up a lot more citizens 
of this country, carefully following 
the failed US method. And who 
remembers that Harper left politics 
in 1997 to work for the National 
Citizens Coalition, an organization 
founded to oppose the concept of a 
national health care system? Give 
Harper a majority and kiss goodbye 
to medical aid as we know it. 

Climbing back into Harper’s 
frame, I’d ask whose economy is he 
talking about anyway? Increasing 
corporate profits do not help the rest 
of us if their tax rates are always 
being cut. Are we comfortable with 
CEOs awarding themselves millions 
of dollars while their workers 
struggle to make ends meet?

Ethics are very important. What 
is the use of a government we 
cannot trust, one for whom only 
the corporate economy counts? It is 
human beings who need to be free 
and supported by government, not 
some idealistic concept of a market 
which always seems to favour the 
ultra-rich.

I want a government which 
faces up to the responsibilities of 
climate change, which supports 
green energy, which handles the tar 
sands with due care, stops exporting 
asbestos, deals with the issues of 
drug addiction and crime in a facts-

based, intelligent fashion, retains 
as government services anything 
of supreme importance to people, 
like food quality and medical aid, 
supports peace not war, and, last but 
not least, really is open, honest and 
generally works for the common 
good.

So, no, Mr. Harper, the economy 
is not the only important thing; the 
type of country that Canada becomes 
is very important too.

Keith Newberry
Slocan

Open letter to 
Premier Christy 
Clark

Congratulations on becoming the 
Premier of British Columbia. Our 
Association members are encouraged 
by your words that you intend to 
represent the people of British 
Columbia.

We are enclosing a box of 
background documents, including 
letters and petitions that clearly 
support our position that the 
appropriate protection for families, 
who live at the base of this unique 
fragile mountain, is to protect the 
remaining intact area as a protected 
area. 

Protection of Perry Ridge has the 
support of Maude Barlow, United 
Nations Advisor on Water to the 
President of the United Nations 
General Assembly, and Dr. Robert 
Sandford, EPCOR Chair of the 
Canadian Partnership Initiative in 
support of United Nations ‘Water for 
Life’ Decade. 

Over the past two decades Perry 
Ridge Water Users Association 
(PRWUA incorporated in 1983 as 
non-profit society) has obtained 
signatures for various proposals for 
protection regarding the Perry Ridge 
landscape. These proposals have 
been sent to various BC government 
ministries. Many options to resolve 
this longstanding contentious area 
have been sent to Victoria. Proposals 
such as removal of the area from 
the annual cut based on instability 
and its linkage to the valley bottom 
above homes and farms, designating 
Perry Ridge as a park extension to 
Valhalla Provincial Park as a further 
legacy of the late Colleen McCrory, 
designating the area as an ecological 
reserve and most recently designating 
Perry Ridge as a wilderness preserve.

The chronology of support 
for protection is included. These 
proposals have evolved over the years 
to reflect the risks associated with 
road building, logging and mining 
development in close proximity to 
rural homes and properties on Perry 
Ridge as well as the downstream 
effect on the Slocan River and the 
Little Slocan River. 

One of the most important 
functions of the mid-elevation 
forests on Perry Ridge is their ability 
to prevent landslides. Within the 
documents you will see the extensive 
terrain stability work done on the 

ridge and the clear warnings as to the 
effect of increasing water flow in the 
steep gradient streams that flow to the 
Slocan River through the private land 
at the base of the ridge where families 
live. The attached court case in the 
Supreme Court of British Columbia 
between the Attorney General for 
British Columbia and water users 
shows the effect of a landslide on a 
Perry Ridge Water Users Association 
member Mr. Austin Greengrass.

These support letters and 
petitions and the professional work 
within the bound documents are 
known to BCTS and were presented 
to the RDCK who have called for 
hazard mapping of the Slocan Valley 
(see document at Tab 16). This 
information and support were known 
to BCTS prior to licensing. We are 
also enclosing the recent economic 
study on Perry Ridge by Trevor Jones 
showing a financial loss. This loss is 
to the BC taxpayers as BC Timber 
Sales is a government corporation 
that is subsidized.

We are enclosing Dr. Goodale’s 
report on the Slocan River at the base 
of Perry Ridge and across the river at 
Lemon Creek. This study identifies 
the existing impact of sedimentation 
and erosion on the river banks of 
this very important archaeological 
discovery. Protection of this site from 
further damage, as requested by the 
Sinixt, aids in the process of truth and 
reconciliation.

Also at risk is the endangered 
species the western toad, identified 
as a species of concern on Perry 
Ridge. The Slocan River and Little 
Slocan River bull trout and the 
sculpin, also species of concern 
require management plans. We are 
unaware of any management plans 
for these species as prescribed under 
the Species at Risk Act. 

The land use plans for Perry 
Ridge are outdated. Our Association 
looks forward to the present 
Ministry of Environment resolving 
this longstanding safety issue and 
protecting the remaining portions of 
Perry Ridge. 

Due to the proximity to homes, 
the wilderness preserve would permit 
fire fighting. Fire was a community 
concern when the proposal to have 
Perry Ridge added to Valhalla 
Provincial Park or protected as an 
Ecological Reserve was considered. 
We look for your support to protect 
the remaining intact forests on Perry 
Ridge. 

We hope you enjoy the children’s 
contributions ‘Young Voices’ and 
that the Slhu7`kin Perry Ridge 
Wilderness preserve will be a reality 
and a legacy for them.

Marilyn Burgoon, President
Perry Ridge Water Users 

Association

Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work, 
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal

WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS
359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539

3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN
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LAND ACT & MINES ACT
Notice of Intention to Apply for a 

Disposition of Crown Land

FrontCounter BC Cranbrook has accepted an application 
made by Silverton Transport Ltd. of Silverton BC (Box 70, VOG 
2BO, Attention Stuart Nelson, Ph. (250) 358-2360), on behalf 
of the Ministry of Natural Resource Operations (MNRO), 
Kootenay Region, for a Licence of Occupation and Notice of 
Work and Reclamation Program for the purpose of sand and 
gravel extraction situated on Provincial Crown land approx. 
11 km. South of Silverton BC (within mapsheet 82F083 in 
DL 8428, KD accessed from Highway 6, point of reference 
470226.61E 5524095.30N, zone 11). 

The MNRO File Number that has been established for this 
application is 4405124 (lands) and 1630554 (mines). Written 
comments concerning this application should be directed to the 
Natural Resource Officer at FrontCounter BC, 1902 Theatre 
Road, Cranbrook, BC., V1C 7G1 or email to:

Authorizing Agency.Cranbrook@gov.bc.ca.

The Notice of Work and Reclamation Program can be viewed 
at Service BC in Kaslo, Nelson and Trail.  Comments will be 
received by FrontCounter BC until May 20, 2011.  FrontCounter 
BC may not be able to consider comments received after this 
date.  Please refer to our website: http://www.arfd.gov.bc.ca/
ApplicationPosting/index.jsp Search by File Number: 
(insert lands file number) for more information.

Be advised that any response to this advertisement will be 
considered part of the public record. For information, contact 
the FOI Advisor at the Ministry of Natural Resource Operations 
regional office. 

VILLAGE OF 
NEW DENVER 

NOTICE – ARBOR DAY
The Village of New Denver is holding an Arbor Day on 
Thursday, April 28, 2011. We will pick up all yard and prun-
ing waste that is placed at the curb by 8 am. Please ensure 
that all branches are bundled and tied and all garden refuse 
(leaves, etc.) is bagged. Absolutely no household garbage or 
construction material will be picked up. Thank you for your 
cooperation.

SINCE 1996
NEW DENVER • SILVERTON

• FRESH PRODUCE • FRESH BAKERY
• FRESH CUT MEATS • ORIENTAL/ITALIAN FOODS

j SALE PROGRAMS j
• WEEKLY FLYER ADS • MONTHLY “SAVE” PROGRAM

• SUPER “3 DAYS” SALE (ONCE A MONTH)
• IN-STORE SPECIALS (MANAGER’S PICK OF THE WEEK)

4 LT MILK $5.79 (ISLAND FARMS)
LEAN GROUND BEEF $2.79/LB

COUNTRY MORNING BUTTER $3.99/LB
GREEN ONION 2/.99 ¢
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submitted by Kootenay Slocan 
Lions

Do you know of someone in 
the Slocan Valley who has made 
an outstanding contribution to our 
community? Or do you know of a 
group or organization which makes, 
or has made, our valley a great place 
to live? Here’s your chance to help 
make sure these contributions are 
recognized in a permanent way.

T h e  K o o t e n a y  S l o c a n 
Benchmark program is gearing 
up for spring. Benchmarks are 
the outdoor benches which will 
be placed in parks, on trails, on 
beaches, at viewpoints and other 
public places, for the enjoyment 
of all. The benches, designed and 
built by the Lions Club members, 
are made of aggregate concrete 
and cedar and each will feature a 
plaque recognizing outstanding 
volunteerism. The project is 
funded by a Columbia Basin Trust 
Community Initiatives grant. See the 
first bench located on the Heritage 

Trail directly across from the Slocan 
Valley Co-operative.

The Lions Club is soliciting 
nominations of those worthy of 
recognition from all community 
groups in the valley as well as 
from private citizens. A selection 
committee comprised of Lions Club 
members and other interested citizens 
will choose the volunteers and/or 
organizations to be recognized each 
year. Some possible examples of 
volunteerism to be honoured might 
be from the fields of arts, culture, 

education, recreation, emergency 
services, environmental protection, 
support for children, youth or seniors, 
community-minded businesses, 
and valley pioneers. Deadline for 
nominations is May 27.

Anyone interested in serving on 
the selection committee, submitting a 
nomination or for more information, 
contact Don Munro at 250-226-7855 
or Norm Essery at 250-226-7745 
or mail to Kootenay Slocan Lions, 
Site 18, Comp 8, RR#1, Winlaw, 
BC  V0G 2J0.

Kootenay Slocan Lions recognize valley volunteers

The Kootenay Slocan Lions Club will be erecting benches like this to recognize Valley volunteers.

submitted by Area H North TV 
Society

A regular meeting of the new 
Area H North TV Society board was 
held immediately after the AGM 
Wednesday, March 9 at the Hidden 
Garden Gallery.

A good deal of discussion took 

Area H North TV Society discusses service upgrades
place around a number of issues, 
including the current and ongoing 
equipment upgrade, the need 
for maintenance of the wooden 
transmitting tower, the possibility 
of changing to digital signals and 
the possibility of adding another 
channel or more to the current service 

provided. 
The new board is very interested 

in any and all feedback from the 
community regarding the current 
service as well as possible changes 
in the future. New members are also 
welcome. Please contact any board 
member with your thoughts and 
suggestions.

The annual election of officers 
at  the AGM was handled by 
Webb Cummings. A new board 
was elected with Peter Roulston as 
the new president, Dave Everest 
as the new secretary/treasurer and 
Rod Farnsworth as a new director. 
Gretchen Perk, Gordon Butt, Richard 
Harwood and Michael Brown return 

as board members. Trevor Harrop 
offered to consult with the new 
president for the next year to make 
the transition seamless.

Many thanks to  outgoing 
president, Trevor Harrop, secretary, 
Carol Weiss and board member Flo 
Piercey for their many years of service 
to the society and the community.

submitted by SSHS 
The Silvery Slocan Historical 

Society (SSHS) held its annual general 
meeting at the Hidden Garden Gallery 
on the evening of March 23. One of the 
topics for discussion included the need 
for new volunteers to replace board 
members needing a break after many 
years of hard work.

The five current members of the 
board were all present: President Webb 
Cummings, Secretary/Treasurer Agnes 
Emary, and regular board members 

Silvery Slocan Historical Society calls for volunteers
Gordon Butt, Colin Moss and Michael 
Brown. Also attending was Claudia 
Jupp, the society’s bookkeeper.

The financial report showed that 
the society is in good financial shape 
for the coming season. Webb Cummings 
presented the president’s report and 
informed the society that it would be 
his last one. There was no election of 
officers and the board remains the same. 
Cummings, after over 20 years, wishes 
to retire but was unable to do so because 
no one would step forward to take over. 

The board has a minimum membership 
at the moment and needs new members.

After the AGM a brief regular 
meeting was held. An application is in 
for a summer student. Progress on the 
Molly Hughes and Bank of Montreal 
exhibits was discussed. Plaques in 
recognition of the Makortoff and 
Peterson family donations are ready 
for mounting.

Also discussed was what would 
happen to the Museum and the artifacts 
if the Society should fold.
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Nakusp, BC 
250-265-3681

• LUMBER
• SIDING
• INSULATION
• ROOFING
• DRYWALL
• FLOORING
• HARDWARE
• GENERAL PAINT
• PLUMBING
• ELECTRICAL
• WOOD STOVES
• WINDOWS/DOORS
• SCAFFOLDING
• ENGINEERED FLOORS
• ROOF TRUSSES
• TOOL RENTALS
• AGRICULTURAL FEEDS
• GARDENING SUPPLIES
• GREENHOUSE

OPEN
8 am - 5:30 Weekdays
9 am - 5:00 Saturday

The Best Lumberyard 
in the Kootenays

We deliver!

WEEKLY SPONSOR:
Selkirk Realty

Kelly Roberts
(250) 265-3635

www.royallepage.ca

To Celebrate 
   the Year of 

 the Cat...
The Nakusp Veterinary 

Clinic will be offering 
free tattoo 

identification 
and PALS will 

be offering a 25% 
subsidy on all cats 

spayed and neutered 
during the month of 

April. If you live 
between Edgewood, 

Silverton and Trout Lake, you’re 
eligible! Call the clinic at 250-265-
4442 or PALS at 250-265-3792. PALS 
is also looking for plant donations for 
our Mother’s Day Plant Sale, May 7! 

The Arrow Lakes Historical 
Society presents: 

SS Bonnington
100th anniversary 

celebration
Friday 22nd April at 7 pm

Bonnington Centre 
Movies of the 

Bonnington, Minto and 
the Columbia River Drive 
Admission by donation

Halcyon Assisted Living 
Society (HALS) is inviting 
Expressions of Interests 
( E O I )  f r o m  q u a l i f i e d 
contracting companies for 
the renovation of a suite 
at Halcyon House, an 
Assisted Living facility in 
Nakusp. Interested parties 
may request an electronic 
version of the EOI package 
by emai l ing ASLCS@
ASLCS.com. The deadline 
for submitting an EOI is 
Friday May 27, 12 noon. 
If you have any questions 
p lease  con tac t  Mark 
Brunton, Executive Director 
at 250-265-3674-ext. 210

NAKUSP & THE ARROW LAKES

Nakusp Citizen of 
the Year Banquet
The Awards ceremony 

will be at the Legion Hall 
May 7, 2011 Saturday

The winners are George 
Harding and Hazel Rossman

Tickets are at Barton Insurance 
$16.00 

There will be a meal served by 
the Legion Ladies w/ dessert.

Sposored by the Nakusp & 
District Rotary Club

Nakusp 
Citizen 
of the Year

by Art Joyce
Nakusp Rotary Club president 

George Harding appeared as a delegation 
to discuss rental fees for the auditorium. 
Harding noted that Nakusp Rotary is 
celebrating its 60th anniversary this year 
and is the only club in Nakusp that has 
run continuously for that period. He 
added that Rotary has been one of the 
groups that in the past have contributed 
to arena improvements. He said Rotary 
and other non-profit groups are “in a 
precarious position where we’re strug-
gling financially with fees for the use 
of the auditorium.” Community groups 
such as the Mirror Theatre and the high 
school drama class have had to pay to 
use the auditorium for rehearsals and 

Nakusp council: community groups can’t afford arena fees
are unable to bear the cost. The Rotary-
sponsored Citizen of the Year event has 
had to be moved back to the Legion hall, 
said Harding. Meanwhile groups such 
as the Arrow Lakes Arts Council have 
had to scale back concert events to fit 
the Bonnington Centre also due to costs. 
Councillor Hughes wanted to know what 
these community groups would consider 
affordable rates. Mayor Hamling said 
she sympathized but that the tax base 
is already subsidizing the arena by 70 
percent, and an effort has to be made to 
be fair to taxpayers as well as users. She 
added that Councillor Leitch as chair of 
the recreation committee will be calling 
a meeting before summer to discuss the 
situation. 

Mayor Hamling reported from the 
physician’s recruitment committee that 
Dr. Jennifer Cochrane will be filling in 
from May 16 to the end of August. “We 
haven’t had much luck at this point in 
getting anyone permanently; a lot of 
them don’t want to be doing the on-call.” 
She has had discussions with IHA about 
the possibility of relieving the situation 
by bringing in a nurse practitioner. She 
said IHA is amenable to Nakusp keeping 
its acute care beds and a 24/7 ER. 

The mayor noted that she was 
shocked to learn that this year’s provincial 
Strategic Community Investment Fund 
grant to the Village was only $199,000, 
when it had been $340,000 in previous 
years. Upon investigation with Minister 

Ida Chong’s office she learned that many 
municipalities have been complaining 
about this through the UBCM, and that 
a second cheque will be issued later this 
year to bring funding back to normal.  

Mayor Hamling said preparations 
for the Targa auto racing event are 
proceeding, with plans for viewing 
areas along the hot springs road to 
accommodate about 500 people. Some 
laps will be done around town and racing 
vehicles will be at the arena for viewing. 
The mayor further reported that progress 
is being made on the airport webcam 
which should be installed in June. She 
said she has written a letter to BC Hydro 
stating that council is unhappy with 
construction for the new wharf being 

postponed until January 2012.
Councillor Leitch reported that 

he attended a workshop on carbon 
credits but that they don’t apply to the 
community forest. He reported from 
the hot springs committee that the recent 
Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities 
and Threats (SWOT) analysis has 
identified some immediate areas of 
financial opportunity for the facility. 

Councillor Heppner, communicating 
by teleconference, asked that the BC 
Hydro smart meter program be brought 
forward from information. A motion 
was passed that staff investigate the 
costs and potential health issues related 
to the meters.

by Art Joyce
Nakusp is a step closer to completing 

its forest fuel reduction strategy. Jesper 
Nielsen of True North Forestry says the 
prescription is done although it must be 
submitted to the Ministry of Forests, 
Lands and Natural Resource Operations 
for approval. There will be an open house 
for public comment on the prescription 
at the True North offices from 4-6 pm 
on April 28.

There are five sites totalling 23 
hectares slated for fuel reduction. Two 
sites are Crown land, including land by 
Nakusp elementary school and two are 
municipally owned. Two of them are 
between the hot springs and airport roads 
near Highway 23; two by the sewage 
lagoon and industrial park; the railway 
grade/recreation trail, and the school site.

“It’s a fairly low impact treatment 
we’re prescribing in all areas,” says 
Nielsen. “In three areas we’re looking 
at taking all the dead and dying material 
as well as the ground and ladder fuels.”

That material will be chipped for 
use as mulch. Nielsen says it’s similar 
to previous work done in Nakusp and 
Burton in 2009; the major difference 
being the chipping instead of slash 
burning. The school site was treated for 
mountain pine beetle about five years 
ago and will be lightly treated to reduce 
density and take out combustibles. But 
before the prescription can be submitted 
for approval it must first receive public 
feedback. 

“It should be emphasized that this 
isn’t an operational plan; that flows 

Nakusp area forest fuel reduction prescription ready
from the prescription, assuming it’s 
approved,” explains Nielsen.

Meanwhile, the Nakusp community 
forest has some cutblocks approved 
for harvesting and the roads are built. 
However the board is waiting for 
markets to improve to a point where it’s 
worthwhile cutting timber. 

“We think in the near to medium 
term it’s only going to keep going up,” 
says Nielsen. “There’s been a bit of a 
spike in the lumber market due to the 
situation in Japan.” 

The community forest has reached 
a compromise regarding mushroom-
picking areas in Fosthall Creek. The 

overall cut area was reduced and some 
areas have been shifted from higher 
priority mushroom areas to lower 
priority areas. Buffer zones along ‘leave 
strips’ will also be widened. Instead of 
the typical 30 metre cut and a 30 metre 
‘leave strip,’ it will be closer to a 90 metre 
leave zone. 

submitted by Arrow Lakes Running 
Group 

Spring is almost here and then 
it’s bathing suit season. What better 
time to get in shape than right now. 
Kari Tithecott of the Arrow Lakes 
Running Group is hosting a running 
event May 8 at Nakusp’s Cenotaph 
Park.

Tithecott moved to Nakusp 
recently and was looking for a 
running club or someone to run 
with. When she realized no club 
existed, she started the Arrow Lakes 
Running Group. A group of about 10 
to 12 runners meets every Tuesday 
morning at 9 am for training and 
tips, and the enthusiasm of the group 
is catching. After only five weeks 
the group is up to 25 members.

“I figured since I had the 
experience and I wanted to meet 
some people, why not offer a 
running clinic for beginners and 

Arrow Lakes Running Group hosts fundraising run
those wanting to get back into it,” 
says Tithecott. “And so began the 
10 week 5K run/walk clinic.”

Tithecott is a Registered 
Massage Therapist (RMT) trained at 
the West Coast College of Massage 
Therapy, practicing for over 10 
years now. In addition she has 
a Bachelor of Human Kinetics 
(Exercise Science) degree from the 
University of British Columbia. She 
has completed many short distance 
races, endurance distance road 
races, trail races, and triathlons. 

This family event has something 
for everyone, even if you’re not 
a runner. There will be post-race 
draw prizes, T-shirts and music. 
The 5k run starts at 9:30 am, a 2k 
walk at 9:45 am, a 100-metre kids’ 
run (six years and under) at 10:45 

am, followed by a charity barbecue 
at 11 am sponsored by Overwaitea.

All event proceeds will go to 
the Arrow Lakes Mountain Trust. 
This will support a variety of local 
causes such as a new charity being 
developed that will assist Nakusp 
residents with costs related to out-
of-town medical treatment. 

Registration forms are available 
at Little Mountain Outdoor or 
People’s Pharmacy. Registration 
fees are $15 for the 5k run, $10 for 
the 2k walk, and an event T-shirt 
is available for $10. So come and 
join in the fun and get in shape at 
the same time. 

For more information on the 
race or to join the running group, 
contact Kari at klwheels@hotmail.
com
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NAKUSP WILDLAND INTERFACE FIRE
FUEL MANAGEMENT PRESCRIPTIONS

Open house for review and comment on proposed fuel reduction 
prescriptions for treatment of approximately 23 hectares of crown 
and municipally owned forest land within the following areas of the 
Village of Nakusp boundaries:

1. North Nakusp Airport Road/Highway 23 (Crown);
2. North Nakusp Hot Springs Road/Airport Road            

(Municipal);
3. Old Railway Grade right of way (Crown);
4. Industrial/Lagoon area (Municipal); and
5. Nakusp Elementary School forest (Crown).

DATE:  Thursday, April 28
TIME:  4 PM-6 PM

LOCATION:  True North Forestry Consulting Ltd,
113 Broadway Street, Nakusp

Note that prescription approval by the Union of 
BC Municipalities and provincial staff is neces-
sary prior to receiving funding for operational 
treatments.  No timeline is set at this time for the 
application of operational treatments.

Jacob Butt
Certified Electrical 
Contractor
Fully Licenced & 
Insured

office 
(250) 358-2479
mobile
(250) 505-5182

jacob@onetimeelectrical.com
www.onetimeelectrical.com

by Jan McMurray
WE Graham School is applying 

for a $14,000 grant from the University 
of British Columbia to create an 
outdoor learning environment and 
intergenerational park in the vacant lot 
beside the skatepark.

The UBC rural innovation grant 
is being made available for up to 15 
projects that will respond to the need 
for change in public education in BC.

Andre Derias, teacher at WE 
Graham, made a presentation about 
the project at a public meeting at the 

WE Graham plans outdoor classroom project
school on April 6. The vision is to 
transform the Village-owned lot into 
a park, with benches and tables where 
students can study, and gardens and a 
greenhouse so students can learn about 
growing vegetables. Bee, bat and bird 
houses and feeders are also part of the 
plan. The BMX track that is currently 
on the site would remain, and perhaps 
be improved. The students would be 
involved with the planning and set-up 
as much as possible.

“Learning from a book is not 
always possible in a multi-age class,” 

said Derias. “A lot of kids hang out 
there already, so they might take care 
of it,” he added.

He said the vision includes seniors 
and people of all ages gathering in the 
park, encouraging intergenerational 
interaction.

UBC is very interested in the 
project, he reported, and has given 
the school a $400 grant for a planning 
committee.

WE Graham Community Service 
Society and Slocan council are both in 
support of the project.

submitted by Sharon Montgomery
One hundred years ago on April 24, 

1911, a civic holiday was declared in 
Nakusp. All schools were closed along 
with all businesses as everyone headed 
to the shipyard to watch the launching of 
the largest sternwheeler to sail the Arrow 
Lakes, the SS Bonnington. They also 
supplied free beer for everyone. 

At the Nakusp Museum we would 
like to celebrate the occasion by opening 
free for the day Saturday, April 23 and 

Nakusp Museum to celebrate centennial of Bonnington launch
hosting Mirror Theatre’s presentation 
of Paddlewheel Days on the Nakusp 
Library steps at 11:30 am. There will 
be free cake at noon cut by Mayor 
Karen Hamling. The model of the SS 
Bonnington will be on display. You may 
even see Valley Voice publisher Dan 
Nicholson as a colourful character from 
the past. As this is Easter Saturday, we 
are encouraging people to bring their 
weekend visitors to this free family event 
funded by the Columbia Basin Trust. 

Songwriter Zachary 
Lucky comes to the Cup 
and Saucer
by Art Joyce

Continuing in the current renaissance 
of young singer-songwriters touring the 
country, Zachary Lucky will appear at 
the Cup and Saucer May 2, 7:30 pm. He 
is touring in support of his new album, 
Come and Gone, released last August. 
Admission by donation.

Lucky plays acoustic and electric 
guitar, slide guitar, banjo, harmonica, 
and percussion on the album. Born and 
raised in Saskatoon, he cites as influences 
Townes Van Zandt, Jackson Browne, 
Pete Seeger, and Jeff Tweedy. Lucky got 
his musical education by sitting in with 
various bands and gigs around Saskatoon 
as he was growing up.

“More and more over the years I’ve 
grown into my prairie skin,” he says. 
“The prairies play a large part in who I 
am, and who I am becoming. Growing 
up here has pointed my songwriting in 
a certain direction.”

According to reviewer Craig 
Silliphant, the music is “a fresh take 
on traditional folk; a melodic and 
usually acoustic affair, with an accent 
on storytelling and a sparse, folky 
atmosphere. This all combines to create 
an often minimal soundscape that evokes 
homespun imagery…”

“I take inspiration in the simple 
things,” says Lucky. “Things that any 
ordinary person will relate to when they 
hear a song of mine.”

As with all young musicians seeking 
to establish a name, Lucky has toured 
Canada extensively, and it informs his 
songwriting. Songs like Lake Of The 
Woods and O’ Ontario make this nine-
song album the perfect soundtrack for a 
drive across the country.

by Art Joyce
Since the devastating earthquake 

and tsunami that set off Japan’s nuclear 
crisis a month ago, conflicting reports of 
radiation contamination have left many 
families uncertain what to believe. One 
Japanese family has decided to play it 
safe by moving their children to New 
Denver temporarily. 

Yoichi David Kido actually grew 
up in New Denver’s orchard area 
as the descendant of internees. His 
grandparents came to Canada from 
Japan prior to the Second World War and 
his grandfather worked as a fisherman 
at the west coast prior to being interned 
with Yoichi’s father in New Denver. 
His mother emigrated from Japan after 

Japanese crisis causes Japanese family to relocate here
the war. As with many third generation 
(sansei) Japanese-Canadians, Yoichi 
left the valley to attend university in 
Vancouver. Later he returned to Japan 
to work in real estate and banking. 
Currently he works in real estate in 
Tokyo. 

When the crisis erupted in Japan 
Yoichi decided to get his wife Misa and 
children Jasmine (7), Marin (4), and 
Luke (14 months), safely out of range 
of potential radiation fallout. The family 
was searching for a school in Vancouver 
but it was spring break at the time and no 
responses were coming in. It was then 
they came across the Lucerne school 
website. Katrina Sumrall answered their 
enquiry and contacted Taeko Miwa, 
currently in Japan with her family, to 
arrange accommodation in Miwa’s New 
Denver home. 

The Kidos have been living about 
200 kilometres from the nuclear zone 
at Fukushima in Chiba prefecture, close 
to Tokyo where Yoichi works. Misa’s 
parents live further south in Kumamoto 
prefecture. 

“People living near my home aren’t 
worrying so much about the nuclear 
situation but my husband is,” she says. 
“People in Tokyo can’t move away; in 
Japan we are so close together.”

She says often families in her area 
take their spring break vacations on the 
eastern side of the island. She’s unsure 
what to believe from the Japanese 
government about the nuclear situation. 

Yoichi has returned to Japan to work 
but Misa and the children will be staying 
here for three months, and then decide 
whether to stay longer. The family is 
considering whether to make the move 
permanent. 

The government has issued periodic 
warnings for Tokyo that tap water not be 
consumed, especially for one-year-olds. 
At one point a run on bottled water had 
seriously depleted stock in Tokyo stores. 
Misa says although people in the city 
are worried, they are tied to jobs and 
homes and unable to move. Seafood 
and seaweed-based food will be an 
ongoing concern due to high levels of 
contamination in the ocean from the 

Fukushima nuclear plants. 
The family has been given a warm 

welcome by the New Denver community 
and the children are enjoying preschool 
and school. Yoichi spoke English to 
the children from an early age, and 
although they understand they tend to 
reply in Japanese. Gradually they are 
learning English as they are immersed 
in the school. 

“People are so nice; I’m feeling like 
I’m in my country.”

Misa has a return ticket for Japan 

for June 29 but says if the situation in 
Japan is still dangerous they will likely 
return to Canada. She’s in daily contact 
with Yoichi and family friends through 
Skype. 

“Sometimes when we’re doing 
Skype, things are moving in my 
husband’s room (due to tremors). One 
week, every day there were earthquakes, 
and then many small earthquakes 
(tremors) a day.”

So far food supplies in Tokyo seem 
to be holding up, she says. 

The Kido family has received a warm welcome from the New Denver 
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Spring Caselot Sale
April 24-30 • Active Members Only • While Quantities Last

Grocery
Lundberg Rice
       Organic Long-Grain Brown
       11.34 kg   $43.95 bag

       EcoFarmed Short-Grain Brown
       11.34 kg          

$28.95 bag

Snow Cap Granulated Sugar
       from Argentina
       Organic 5 kg    

$12.95 case

Tinkyada Brown Rice Pasta
       Elbows, Spaghetti, Spirals
       4.54 kg               

$26.49 case

Artisian Acres Kamut Pasta
       Rotini, Spaghetti
       Organic  5 kg  

$27.49 case

Thai Kitchen Coconut Milk
       Organic Premium
       12 x 400ml        

$24.95 case

Maison Orphee Extra Virgin Olive Oil
       For everyday cooking
       Organic 6 x 750m  

$67.95 case

BioVert Detergent
       Laundry Detergent 200 loads
       10  L      

$31.95 each

       Dish Liquid
       10 L   

$27.95 each

Grocery
Taste Adventure
       Instant Refried Bean Flakes
       Black • Pinto
      4.54 kg    

$51.95 bag

       Split Pea Soup Mix
       4.54 kg        

$55.95 bag

Spectrum Canola Oil
       6 x 750 ml             

$31.99 case

Eco Soft Toilet Paper
       1 Ply
       pack 48   

$46.95 pack

Thomas Utopia Tomatoes
       Organic 
       Crushed • Diced • Whole
       12 x 796 ml  

$35.95 case

Deli
Ariah’s Edible Creations
       Organic Burritos
       Chili Lime   
       12 pack                

$26.99 pack

       Cheese
       12 pack   

$28.99 pack

       Organic Samosas
       Tofu Rice, Potato Pea
       18 pack  

$34.39 pack

Deli
Nuts to You
       Almond Butter
       4.09 kg  

$49.99 pail

       Peanut Butter 
        Organic • Smooth/Crunchy
       4.09 kg        

$35.49 pail

Wellness
Emergen-C Vitamin Drink Mix
       Raspberry • Super Orange • Cranberry
       Lemon Lime • Tangerine
       30s   

$17.95 each

Dr. Bronners Castille Soap
       Peppermint ~ Lavender
       Baby Unscent
       944 ml   

$13.95 each

Mountain Sky Bar Soap
       Assorted 
       6 pack    

$15.99 pack

Nature’s Gate Toothpaste
       Cool Mint Gel • Creme De Anise  
       Creme De Mint
       6 pack    

$29.95 pack

EarthRise Spirulina
       Pesticide & Herbicide Free
       454 g    

$25.95 each

Wellness
Omega Seed Hemp Seed
       Organic
       454 g    

$12.95 each

Two Hills Tea – Goji Berries
      Organic
       500 g   

$17.95 each

Organic Traditions
       Organic Cacao Powder
       454 g   

$16.95 each

Organic Traditions
       Organic Raw Cacao Nibs
       454 g   

$16.95 each

Organic Matters
       Organic Maca Powder
       454 g   

$16.95 each

OrganicMatters
       Organic Coconut Oil
       3.5 kg   

$55.95 each

Produce
Produce Specials To Be Announced

       Want to be notified about Produce Caselot items?

       Sign up for eNEWS on the homepage of
       www.kootenay.coop and select PRODUCE

Open Mon-Sat 8-8, Sun 10-6 • www.kootenay.coop • tel 250.354.4077/fax 250.354.4097 • 295 Baker St, Nelson BC V1L 4H4
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by Jan McMurray
• Council will provide a letter 

of support for the school’s project 
to transform the vacant Village land 
beside the skatepark and school playing 
field into an outdoor classroom and 
intergenerational park. Councillor Lunn 
is on the project committee “with another 
hat on” but will represent council as well.

• Joanne Ellis from WE Graham 
Community Service Society attended to 
inform council that Slocan Holdings has 
offered the society eight light standards. 
She said they were beautiful, old metal 
standards from Vancouver and are the 
style that focus downwards. The society 
would like to install five of them around 
the skatepark, and may build seating 
around them. She said they would bring 
engineered design drawings and plans to 
council. They would want to light up the 
park until 11 pm on Friday and Saturday 
when the youth centre is staffed, and 
on special occasions. They would also 
be willing to get a timer and have the 
lights on until 9 pm in spring and fall if 
the kids ask. Ellis said she would talk to 
the neighbours about this beforehand. 
The society will pay for the engineer 
and electrician, and the operating costs. 
Council passed a motion of support 
in principle for this project, and asked 
staff to draw up a letter of understanding 
between council and the society.

• Staff was authorized to sign the 
2011-2012 Springer Creek RV Park 
and Campground Operator’s Service 
Agreement with Slocan Gardening 

Concepts. The two-year contract outlines 
a new revenue-sharing model. Currently, 
75% of gross revenue is paid to the 
contractor, and 25% goes to the Village. 
The new model maintains the 75/25 split 
until gross revenues reach $13,000. Once 
gross revenues surpass $13,000, the 
additional revenues will be split 40% to 
the contractor and 60% to the Village.

• Council approved a budget for a 
Water Smart program. The program will 
help the Village meet its target of a 20% 
reduction in overall water consumption 
by 2015. This target was set when the 
Village signed onto the Columbia Basin 
Water Smart Charter, part of the CBT’s 
Water Smart initiative. The Village’s 
Water Smart program this year has 
a budget of $15,000, of which CBT 
will contribute $10,000. The program 
includes a 10 Year Capital Works Plan/
Water Master Plan; leak detection; a 
Water Smart Ambassador; a residential 
survey; a water meter pilot program; and 
water smart planning for the WE Graham 
School project to develop the vacant land 
beside the skatepark.

• Acting Corporate Services 
Manager David Mills provided a report 
on the two part-time summer positions 
that council is considering: the Water 
Smart Ambassador and the Water 
Front Ambassador. The Water Smart 
Ambassador, part of the CBT program, 
would advise residents about ways 
to conserve water at home. Council 
had hoped to share a Water Smart 
Ambassador with Kaslo, but this did not 

work out. The Water Front Ambassador 
patrols the beach area to help relieve 
parking congestion and dog problems. 
The Village has applied for a Canada 
Summer Student grant for the Water 
Front Ambassador. Council must decide 
whether to hire two people or to combine 
the two positions into one. With a 
training session coming up for Water 
Smart Ambassadors in early May, Mills 
asked council for direction. Council 
asked staff to set various parameters for 
each program/position, and to send Mills 
to the training session so he would be 
able to train someone if necessary.

• The Slocan Valley Community 
Complex Society asked council to pass 
a resolution in support of a referendum 
on their proposed project, to be held in 
conjunction with municipal elections this 
fall. The society has hired a consultant, 
Al Dawson, to produce a planning 
document on the project, which includes 
a swimming pool with the possible 
addition of a portable ice surface. The 
society owns land, which could be 
brought into the Village, subdivided 
and sold as part of the fundraising for 
the project. Council decided to set up 
a meeting with the society and Area H 
Director Walter Popoff before making a 
decision on this.

• Council received an invitation 
from the Inspector of Mines to comment 
on an application for mineral exploration 
up Springer Creek Road. The map 
indicates that some of the work may take 
place in the Springer Creek drainage. 

Council decided to notify the ministry 
that the Village intends to proceed with 
a microhydro project on Springer Creek, 
and that the Village wishes to avoid any 
possible conflict that may negatively 
impact on the hydro project.

• As per Community Charter 
requirements, the CAO reported on 
2010 remuneration and expenses paid to 
each member of council. Remuneration 
was $5,000 for the mayor and $3,125 
for councillors, for a total of $17,500. 
Expenses totalled $8,260.10.

• Public Works Supervisor Tim Hill 
reported that the Village’s sweeper has 
reached the end of its life. As the Village 
cannot afford a new one, he has arranged 
for YRB to sweep the streets at a cost 
of $88.15 per hour. Hill estimates that 
the job will take less than a day. A new 
outhouse is being built in the tenting area 
of the RV park. It can be easily converted 
to a washroom building with a flush toilet 
and septic system if desired in future. 
New animal-proof garbage/recycle bins 
have been installed in various locations. 
The first week of May will be clean-up 
week.

• A letter from the Women’s Institute 
informs council that the WI and the Le-
gion have engaged an engineering firm 
to conduct a preliminary feasibility study 
on the Silvery Slocan Hall. The groups 
are also considering buying a portable 
commercial kitchen, and would like 
to have the hall’s septic tank pumped. 
They asked that $5,000 of the promised 
$20,000 from the Village for the com-

mercial kitchen be released to pay for the 
septic tank pumping. Council would like 
to discuss these projects with the groups 
first, so asked staff to arrange a meeting.

• CAO Richardson reported that 
the Sustainability Plan is not complete, 
and the drafts provided so far “don’t add 
up to what we need.” The contractor 
disagrees. The final payment of $9,000 
has not been made to the contractor. 
The ministry is reviewing the report. 
A consultant with experience doing 
Sustainability Plans has taken a quick 
look at the report, and has indicated it 
would cost $5,000-$25,000 to complete. 
Richardson reported that there is $20,000 
in this year’s budget to complete the plan.

• Councillor Elliott reported on 
a recent Slocan Valley Economic 
Development Commission (SVEDC) 
meeting. Discussion centred around 
the function of the organization and 
the slocanvalley.com website. The 
website needs updating and ongoing 
monitoring. If the SVEDC takes this on, 
it would account for virtually all of the 
organization’s annual budget, so it would 
be the sole function of the SVEDC. 
Councillor Elliott said she doubted if 
people would want their tax dollars to 
go towards a website, but she wanted to 
bring this forward for people to consider.

• Bylaw 606, regarding business 
licences was given three readings. A 
business in Slocan pays $100 per year for 
a licence under the bylaw; a home-based 
business pays $75; a mobile vending 
business pays $25.

Slocan council, April 11: Council supports school’s project proposal



The Valley Voice  April 20, 201110 COMMUNITY

Hola!

Located in Rosebery, BC

REOPENS 
MAY 5

CINCO DE MAYO 
EVENING OF FUN & 

SPECIALS
SPRING HOURS:

THURS, FRI, SAT, SUN 
5-9 pm

FOR RESERVATIONS
PLEASE CALL:

358-7744

Come and Enjoy 
our Desserts!
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The New Denver community production of Little Shop of Horrors played for two nights to full houses at Lucerne 
school. The production featured Rowan Tichenor and Sadye Butler doing a fine job in the lead roles, with an 

impressive performance by Larry Zaleski as the evil dentist and Jeff Pilsner ideally cast as the voice of the plant. 

Ty Klassen performed in the Arrow Lakes Arts 
Council’s Community Concert with a story 
about chickens entitled “The Ladies & Me.”

About 25 Lucerne School students gathered together at the school April 10-11 to participate in the 30 Hour Famine. They raised roughly $2,000 
for World Vision’s educational programs. Student Danika Hammond, key organizer of this annual event, has applied to World Vision to go to 

Africa as a youth ambassador for two weeks this summer. Only six Canadian students will be chosen.

Lucerne School has a new website, thanks to this group of women. Check it out at www.lessweb.bclearner.ca.
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Excavating and Dump Truck ServicesNakusp Minor 
Hockey wraps 
up season
by Jan McMurray

Nakusp Minor Hockey has had 
another successful season. The Midget 
Rep team went to Surrey for the Provin-
cial Championships, March 20-25 and 
were named the Most Sportsmanlike 
Team. They tied for third place in the 
tournament, but ended up fourth after 
calculations were made. Seven teams 
participated. “They represented Nakusp 
Minor Hockey very well. We’re very 
proud of these boys,” said Rusty Reimer, 
parent of a Midget Rep player, and Na-
kusp Minor Hockey coach and president.

The Peewee team went into the 
finals first in the league, but lost the final 
game 3-2 to Nelson. “We thought they’d 
win the banner, but they were just one 
goal short. It was a very exciting game,” 
says Reimer. “They had won all their 
games and the very final game was the 
first one they lost in the playoffs. It was 
a heartbreaker, but they did very well 
this year.”

Nakusp hosted the Atoms playoffs 
this year. Reimer reports that the Nakusp 
team played very well, but they came 
up short.

The annual Awards Night was held 
on April 12, with the following results.

Coach of the year: Peewee House 
Coach Ken Nishida

Senior Official: Jody Bateman
Junior Official: Nathyn McInnes
Midget Rep: Best All Around - Ryan 

Bateman; Playmaker - Kris James; 
Defensive Player - Brody Simpson; 
Best Goalie - Cam MacPherson; Most 
Sportsmanlike - Jacob Balske; Most 
Improved - Dylan Hascarl; Most 
Dedicated - Mitchel Hascarl.

Midget House: Best All Around 
- Connor Reimer; Playmaker - Zac 
Friedenberger; Defensive Player - 
Tyson Cann; Best Goalie - Josh Rivers; 
Most Sportsmanlike - AJ Hughes; 
Most Improved - Brett Mengler; Most 
Dedicated - Kylie Gardner.

Peewee House: Best All Around 
- Logan Hascarl; Playmaker - Dane 
Bateman; Defensive Player - Ryan 
MacDonald; Best Goalie - Dugan 
McInnes; Most Sportsmanlike - Reese 
McCrory and Hailey Herridge; Most 
Improved - Austin MacDonald; Most 
Dedicated - Jordan Deakoff.

Atoms: Best All Around - Adam 
Volansky; Playmaker - Reid Bateman; 
Defensive Player - Alex Roberts; 
Best Goalie - Brody Herridge; Most 
Sportsmanlike - Tim Barisoff; Most 
Improved - Eric Vieira; Most Dedicated 
- Brody & Jackson Herridge.

Nakusp’s Midget Rep Hockey Team were regional champions  and represented the West Kootenay at the Provincial Championships, March 20-25, where they were named the Most Sportsmanlike Team.
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WANTED 
TO BUY: 

CEDAR AND 
PINE POLES
John Shantz

• 250-308-7941 (cell)

Please contact: Gorman 
Brothers Lumber Ltd.

250-547-9296

MAGGIE
Maggie is a real knock-
out! She is 11 months 

old, pretty, very friendly, 
easy short hair, and gets 

along with everybody. 
Call KAAP at 250-551-
1053 or visit our web 

site for more info:
www.homes4animals.com

by Michael Dorsey
• Mayor Wright announced the 

nomination of CAO Carol Gordon for 
the Lieutenant Governor’s Silver Medal 
for Excellence in Public Administration.

New Denver council, April 12: CAO Gordon nominated for award
Gordon has been the Village CAO 

for 21 years, is a member of the Local 
Government Management Association 
and the International Institute of 
Municipal Clerks. She is responsible 
for the campaign that led to the federal 
designation of the Nikkei Centre as a 
National Historic Site. Working with the 
Municipal Finance Authority, she wrote 
and sold the biggest Community Bond 
in history. Wright reported that when she 
became CAO in 1990, the Village had 
$900 in its statutory reserves. That figure 
is now $400,000, yet property taxes 
have decreased, thanks to Carol and the 
councils who have heeded her advice.

Wright commented in his letter to 
the Selection Committee that “in her role, 
no one is more worthy of recognition for 
excellence than Carol Gordon. We trust 
her.” A blushing CAO then reminded 
council to stop applauding and get to 
the busy agenda.

• Representatives from groups 
applying for CBT Community Initiatives 
funding made presentations on their 
projects. Mayor Wright explained that 
the funding decisions would be made 
differently this year. Each council 

member rated the 19 applications from 
1 to 19. With this information, CAO 
Gordon determined the prioritization 
of the projects for funding. A total of 
$40,633.50 was requested, and the 
Village had $30,000 in CBT funding 
to distribute – approximately five times 
greater than last year’s amount.

The results are as follows: Slocan 
Lake Garden Society (Secure the 
Shore Project) $2,525; Slocan Lake 
Stewardship Society (Slocan Lake 
Water Quality and Environmental 
Assessment) $2,875; Community Fruit 
Harvesting Project (Harvest Share) 
$1,561; Rosebery Parklands & Trails 
Commission (Galena Trail Crew) $2,500; 
Slocan Solutions Society (Slocan Lake 
Access & Environmental Protection 
Program) $10,000; Community Gaming 
Group (Infrastructure Improvements) 
$1,400; Hills Nordic Ski Club (Ski For 
Life) $800; New Denver-Silverton Lake 
Trail Society (Feasibility Study) $1,000; 
New Denver Rescue Society (FLIR 
purchase) $2,500; Silverton Community 
Club (Christmas by the Lake) $725; 
LACE (Bringing Back The Bosun-
Phase 2 Management Plan) $1,000; 
Silverton Community Club (Canada Day 
Celebration) $500; Healthy Housing 
Society (North Slocan Rideshare) 
$1,600; Slocan District Chamber of 
Commerce (Website & Visitor Guide 
Project) $1,014.

Unsuccessful projects included 
Community Music, PALS Animal 
Rescue Program, Raising Awareness 
about Alien Invaders, Volunteer 
Appreciation, and Castlegar Health 
Equipment Loan Depot Hubscrub 
Machine Purchase.

These results have been forwarded 
to the RDCK for final approval at an 
upcoming board meeting.

• Councillor Murphy reported that 
the greenhouse for the schoolyard has 
been ordered. 

• Mayor Wright reported that the 
Village has received costs on watercraft 
for the boat rental proposal, and will 
have these costs at the next meeting. He 
noted the costs have been included in the 
Village’s draft budget 2011.

• Mayor Wright reported on the 
RDCK budget for New Denver. In total, 

New Denver residents will pay $1,705 
more than last year, which translates to 
a $15.26 increase on the tax bill for a 
$271,000 home. He noted that the three 
local RDCK services with the highest 
costs for New Denver residents were 
refuse, paratransit and the TV Society.

• Councillor Campbell reported 
there was private interest in rebuilding 
the Japanese United Church, and they 
will meet on April 29.

• CAO Gordon reported that BC 
Hydro is still communicating with 
the Village regarding sending the 
appropriate persons, and confirming the 
schedules for their attendance at the April 
26 council meeting. Council invited BC 
Hydro to the meeting after the January 
7 power outage that caused damage to 
residents’ electrical equipment.

• A memo from the CAO informs 
council that Uli and Joerg Becker have 
applied to re-zone two of their lots from 
Residential to Residential Commercial. 
She recommends that owners of a lot 
in close proximity to the Beckers’ be 
contacted to ask if the same re-zoning of 
their lot would meet with their approval. 
Gordon states in her memo, “Rezoning 
the property would eliminate a possible 
application to rezone in the future and 
would ensure consistency with the 
other lots located in the same vicinity.” 
Council agreed, and asked Gordon to 
proceed with contacting the owners.

• Council resolved to renew the Fire 
Services Contract with the Village of 
Silverton. A copy of the contract is on 
file for review and comment.

• Council appointed Carol Gordon 
as Chief Election Officer and Catherine 
Allaway as Deputy Election Officer for 
the November 19 municipal election. 
Council also decided to eliminate the 
mobile poll at the Slocan Community 
Health Centre for the municipal election 
because the mail ballot system can be 
used and is less costly.

• Council received notification 
from the Ministry of Community, Sport 
and Cultural Development that the 
Village will receive a $173,822 ‘Small 
Community Grant’ by March 31.

• Council adopted a policy to require 
all societies, persons or organizations 
using public property for large or 

prolonged community events to obtain 
and provide proof of insurance to the 
Village. 

• Council approved several requests 
of the May Days Committee for this 
year’s celebration, which has as its 
theme, ‘What Does it Mean to be Green?’

• Council received two letters from 
residents with concerns about the BC 
Hydro Smart Meters Program. Council 
directed staff to write a letter to the 
Province regarding the cost effectiveness 
and controversies regarding Smart 
Meters.

• Council approved May 14-15 
and September 14-18 for the West 
Kootenay Model Club’s float fly events 
in Centennial Park.

MAX moly mine targets 
June for start-up
submitted by Roca Mines Inc.

Roca Mines Inc. announces that 
it has advanced its geotechnical work 
and development/operating plans for 
the MAX Molybdenum Mine and is 
targeting June 2011 to restart production.

In addition to rehabilitation and 
general maintenance at the site, a 
geotechnical program to survey the 
existing stope and mapping of other 
workings has been completed. The 
preparation of a monitoring program 
based on this work is nearing completion 
and will enhance existing geotechnical 
monitoring. Data collected to date 
shows no changes to the stability of 
the workings or mine access. The 
monitoring program and amended 
mine plan will be submitted to BC’s 
Chief Mines Inspector shortly for a 
final review.

In parallel with the activities 
described above, the company has been 
working with its various contractors to 
establish mobilization dates for critical 
path work in April. These tasks include 
stope development and long-hole 
production drilling prior to restarting 
production. In addition, various 
contractors are reorganizing staffing 
and management for the mill and other 
operations at site. The mining industry 
is currently extremely competitive for 
services and personnel and the company 
is pleased that its contractors and staff 
are able to deliver in a timely fashion.

Management’s goal to restart 
production at the MAX molybdenum 
mine and to advance its permitted 
1,000-tonne-per-day expansion plans 
will reduce unit costs and preserve the 
opportunity to produce concentrates 
in an appreciating price environment. 
Molybdenum oxide currently trades at 
approximately US$17 per pound.
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CONTINUING EDUCATION CLASSES: NAKUSP

OCCUPATIONAL FIRST AID - LEVEL 3
Learn assessment and treatment skills that are the responsibil-
ity of the OFA attendant who provides first aid care in industry. 
Recommended if situated more than 20 minutes from a hospital. 
Pick up your books prior to class for pre-reading assignments. 
Prerequisite: none. Manual and exam fees included – 3 year 
certificate. 

EXAM SCHEDULED FOR SUN. MAY 15, 2011 

10 classes: MAY 2-13, 2011 - Mon. to Fri. 
8:30 am-4:30 pm                               

Fee: $725          Instructor: Orion Farley

YOU MUST PRE-REGISTER FOR ALL CLASSES. For more 
information call Selkirk College 265-4077 or drop 
by the centre. 

 311 Broadway St. Mon. – Thurs. 
 9 am-3 pm - closed 12-1 pm for lunch

COMMUNITY

To Ron & Peggy 

Magnuson

Congratulations on 

your 60th Wedding 

Anniversary!

From Mike & Maureen 

& the Hodsall Family

by Art Joyce
There’s a new art form in town 

exhibiting at the Langham known as 
‘poetography.’ Combining a Japanese 
form of poetry known as tanka with 
stark black-and-white photographs, 
the images produced are striking. Ron 
Zheng’s exhibition, Leaving My Found 
Eden, is pioneering this unique synthesis, 
on display from April 22 through June 5.

Zheng moved to Los Angeles in 
the 1990s to study graphic design and 
photography, where he fell in love both 
personally and with the place. However 
he was unable to extend his student visa 
or get a sponsor for permanent resident 
status and was forced to return to Japan, 
where he now lives in Nishinomiya, near 
Osaka. For Zheng it was like having to 
leave his own personal ‘Eden.’

“I believe that all of us, at some 
point in our lives, have to leave behind 
something that is important to us,” says 
Zheng. “The poetography pieces in 
Leaving My Found Eden are expressions 
of having to leave so much of what you 
love. I also believe that experiencing the 

Zheng’s ‘poetography’ exhibits at the Langham
emotions related to that loss is important, 
so I am hoping that as people experience 
the poetography, it will touch some part 
of their hearts.”

Poetography, as conceived by 
Zheng, merges traditional Japanese and 
Chinese cultures with modern Western 
culture. The photographs are all starkly 
monochromatic, shot on black-and-
white film and digitally transferred 
onto canvas. The images depict modern 
settings, but in their character they are 
reminiscent of the precision, spontaneity 
and delicacy of ancient Chinese black 
ink paintings. 

While studying for his Bachelor 
or Science degree in psychology in 
Boston, Zheng was especially drawn 
to psycholinguistics, the study of how 
language affects the thought process. 
While living in Los Angeles attaining his 
MBA, he realized his natural affinity for 
graphic design and began taking courses. 
Merging poetry and photography was 
a natural response to these interests, 
resulting in “a dynamic tension that 
infuses new meanings into the words 

and images.”   
Traditional poetic forms such as 

tanka and haiku have been practiced in 
Japanese culture for centuries. Originally 
tanka was just one style of waka poetry 
that meant simply ‘short poem,’ but 
in modern times it has come to be 
representative of the form generally. Like 
haiku, tanka has been adapted to English, 
with each poem consisting of five lines 
in a syllable pattern of 5-7-5-7-7. Haiku 
in English is written in three lines of 
5-7-5 syllables. Because of its brevity, 
each word must be chosen with the 
utmost precision to convey the poem’s 
meaning. It is thus extremely good 
writing discipline for poets. Zheng’s 
tanka has been published in Gusts, a 
quarterly produced by Tanka Canada, 
and Modern English Tanka. 

“There is a style of traditional 
Japanese painting called haiga, in 
which haiku poems are applied to the 
painted images. Poetography follows 
that tradition,” explains Zheng, “but with 
tanka instead of haiku, and photography 
instead of painting.” 

Poetography also comes from 
Zheng’s multicultural background. 
Although born in Japan, with Japanese 
as his native language, his ethnic 
background is Chinese.  His family 
originates in Taiwan but a grandfather 
fought in the Japanese army during 
World War II, allowing Zheng dual 
Chinese-Japanese citizenship. While 
living in Kobe he learned to speak 
Mandarin.  Although his family was not 
interned during the war, he says internees 
and their descendants will likely relate 
to the exhibition’s poignant theme of 
being forced to leave behind something 
you love.

“I try to capture moments with 
strong emotional impact, treating the 
poems as short stories, each one telling 
a complete, stand-alone narrative in 31 
syllables.”

The show has been touring BC, 
starting in 2007 in Vancouver and 
stopping in Port Moody, Parksville, 
Salmon Arm, Prince Rupert, and Sechelt. 
Zheng will be donating 25 percent of 
the proceeds from sales to the Langham 
Cultural Centre. For more information 
visit http://poetography.org.

submitted by Christa Couture
When Christa Couture last played at 

the Silverton Gallery, it was as part of a 
songwriter circle with Coco Love Alcorn 
and Ian Sherwood. It’s been three years 
since that night but Couture is finally 
returning to the Silverton Gallery – this 
time with two other of Vancouver’s 
brightest musical acts in tow. Sunday 
April 24, 7 pm. Tickets $10 at the door. 

Joining Couture on tour is electro-
cellist Cris Derksen and chamber-pop 
quartet ESL. Since she was last in 
town, Couture released her second 
full-length album The Wedding Singer 
and The Undertaker which won 
Best Folk Acoustic Album from the 
Canadian Aboriginal Music Awards 
and hit the Top 10 on CBC Radio 3. 

Singer-songwriter Christa Couture returns to Silverton with guests
As ever, her songwriting continues 
to explore her personal experiences 
with charm, grace and heart-on-sleeve 
intensity. Her gorgeously intimate 
voice balances tough vulnerability with 
sophisticated folk stylings. A rising star 
on the Canadian classical/jazz/folk/pop/
electronic scenes, cellist Cris Derksen is 
known for captivating solo performances 
building layers of sound into often 
surprisingly slamming dance music. On 
her debut solo effort, the 13 tracks range 
from classically oriented, multi-tracked 
soundscapes (We Danced – Movement 
I & II) to upbeat party bumps inspired 
by her half-Cree ancestry (Pow wow 
wow) and hybridized pieces that sound 
readymade for climatic moments in art 
or cinema. As a side player Cris has 

performed with hip-hop star Kanye West, 
Veda Hille, Tanya Tagaq, Kinnie Starr, 
Rae Spoon and Ivan e Coyote.

ESL performs uniquely orchestrated 
songs inspired by everything from Polish 
cabaret to Neil Young to the Beastie Boys 
and Velvet Underground, to name a few. 
Their chemistry translates into magical 

live performances that range from 
roaring Prohabition Era dance numbers 
to heartbreaking ballads. The Vancouver-
based group was formed in 2005 when 
Marta Jaciubek-McKeever (Polish-born 
pianist and singer of Girl Nobody fame) 
and Cris Derksen found musical kinship 
in each other. Joy Mullen joined on 

drums (The People Verses) soon after. 
Tess Kitchen recently joined the group 
and plays trumpet. Christa Couture 
and Cris Derksen are usually solo-
performers, but on this tour audiences 
can expect the unexpected. For more 
information visit http://christacrisandesl.
wordpress.com.

submitted by Self Design High
For the second year in a row, Self 

Design High is hosting a TEDx event, 
set for the evening of April 26 at the 
Capital theatre. TEDx is an evening of 
presentations on a particular theme from 
a host of diverse perspectives. 

This year’s event boasts a rich 
roster of Nelson area speakers including 
Brent Cameron, Rosalyn Grady, 
Robyn Sheppard, Fred Rosenberg, 
Gary Okenden and Marcelle Edwards 
and more. The theme is Through the 
Crucible. Our idea is that real change 
in the world is a process that encounters 
moments of transformation when what 
we think we know is shattered to make 

TEDx event at the Capitol to feature cutting-edge ideas
way for something new. 

In these times of accelerated change 
– weather, politics, cultures, technology, 
work – we can choose to participate in 
an emerging global transformation by 
bringing awareness to how real change 
occurs. We can bear witness to what 
must die in order to transform and rise 
again in the world as possibility.

A crucible was what  was 
traditionally used in metallurgy to 
separate the dross from valuable metals, 
using extreme heat. Metaphorically, 
the crucible is a place that many 
now experience with increasing 
frequency. This year’s speakers bring 
their own perspectives to this theme and 

will draw on their personal experiences 
as they share the inspirations and 
resolutions to be awake and engaged 
in an emerging world.

The Capitol Theatre has room 
for over 400 participants – our only 
requirement is that you stay for the 
duration of the event. There will be 
breaks, refreshments and even artistic 
activities for all to participate in if 
they choose. Our event is free and we 
are grateful for any donations that 
folks offer to cover the cost of the 
venue. Please join us for an evening 
of inspiration. For more information 
visit www.selfdesignhigh.org or phone 
250-354-1310.
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SLOCAN LAKE BOATING ASSOCIATION
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
LUCERNE SCHOOL 7:00 PM
WEDNESDAY, MAY 11, 2011

MARINA MEMBERSHIPS DUE APRIL 30
MEMBERS $125; MEMBERS WITH SLIPS $275
SLOCAN LAKE BOATING ASSOCIATION
PO BOX 21
NEW DENVER, BC  V0G 1S0

1127 4th St. Castlegar, BC  1-888-365-4888 • 365-2345

Life 
Matters... 

Plan Purposefully... 

                  ...Prepare Prayerfully

Proceed Positively... 

                 ...Pursue Persistently!

Debbie Pereversoff - CFP, CPCA 
Financial Planner with 

Assante Financial Management Ltd.
www.affolterfinancial.com

It has been several months 
since I have submitted an article for 
publication in this newspaper. For 
many years, my business partners and 
I were regular writers for the Financial 
Forum column and I also wrote for 
the Seniors Resource Forum as well. 
We sincerely thank you and really 
appreciate the positive feedback we 
received from our readers and our 
clients through the years.

It’s time to ‘get back in the 
saddle,’ so to speak, and I’d like to 
welcome you to my new column 
– ‘Life Matters.’ As many of you 
know, I have obtained the Certified 
Financial Planner (CFP) and Certified 
Professional Consultant on Aging 
(CPCA) designations. Throughout 
my financial planning career, I have 
met so many wonderful people who 
are all making their way through life. 
Some are financially successful while 
others struggle to make ends meet. 
Some are physically fit and capable 
while others are struggling with health 
or aged-related issues. I know of people 
who are so disillusioned with our world 
and have faint hope of a promising 
tomorrow. Others have faith that 
things will get better and they believe 
that the world will continue to grow 
and evolve.

Life 
Matters

with Debbie 
Pereversoff

There are so many stories and 
life’s journeys to discuss and share – 
from financial and wealth planning 
matters, to health and aging matters 
and everything in between. What you 
have probably discovered already is 
that everything in life is inter-related 
and when something happens – good 
or bad – it can definitely have an impact 
on the other areas of your life. You see, 
when it comes to “Life Matters” – it 
ALL matters.  

Our young people are on a quest 
to seek knowledge as they make their 
way in the world. Our seniors have 
experienced so much in life and they 
want to pass along their wisdom. Next 
month, I will officially begin my Life 
Matters column and I hope to share 
stories and topics of interest to our 
young people, our seniors – and those 
of us in between. Until then – here is 
an insightful message that I would like 
to pass along… 

Live  a  l i fe  tha t  mat te rs  
– ready or not, someday it will all 
come to an end. There will be no 
more sunrises, no minutes, hours or 
days.  All the things you collected, 
whether treasured or forgotten, will 
pass to someone else. Your wealth, 
fame and temporal power will shrivel 
to irrelevance. It will not matter what 
you owned or what you were owed.  
Your grudges, resentments, frustrations, 
and jealousies will finally disappear. 
So too, your hopes, ambitions, 
plans and to-do lists will expire.  

The wins and losses that once seemed 
so important will fade away. At the 
end, it won’t matter where you came 
from or on what side of the tracks 
you lived. It won’t matter whether 
you were beautiful or brilliant. 
Even your gender and skin colour will 
be irrelevant. So what will matter?  
How will the value of your days be 
measured? What will matter is not what 
you bought, but what you built; not 
what you got, but what you gave. What 
will matter is not your success, but your 
significance. What will matter is not 
what you learned, but what you taught.  
 What will matter is every act of integrity, 
compassion, courage or sacrifice that 
enriched, empowered or encouraged 
others to emulate your example.  
What will matter is not your 
competence, but your character. What 
will matter is not how many people 
you knew, but how many will feel 
a lasting loss when you’re gone.  
What will matter are not your 
memories, but the memories that 
live in those who loved you. What 
will matter is how long you will be 
remembered, by whom and for what. 
Living a life that matters doesn’t 
happen by accident. It’s not a matter of 
circumstance, but of choice. Choose to 
live a life that matters.

Debbie Pereversoff CFP CPCA 
is a financial planner with Assante 
Financial Management Ltd. and co-
founder of her company The Affolter 
Financial Group Inc., in Castlegar.

by Jan McMurray
Seven candidates are running for 

five seats on the Kaslo and District 
Community Forest Society board. 
The election will be held at the 
society’s AGM on April 21 at 7 pm 
at JVH Lighthouse Theatre.

At an All Candidates Meeting 
on April 14, the seven contenders 
introduced themselves and answered 
questions from the public.

Chris Webster has been on the 
board for a year, having stepped in 
when a seat became vacant last year. 
He would like to see implementation 
of the long-term strategy, and solid 
steps taken towards making the 
whole operation sustainable. He was 
in favour of certification, which the 
board voted against.

Bruce Freeman has been on the 
board for three years as treasurer. 
He feels the ‘community’ part 
of ‘community forest’ has been 
forgotten, and is on the board to try 
to ensure the community gets “a fair 
shake.”

Hans Hansen is from Ainsworth 
and decided to run this year to make 
sure the board would not be short, as 
it was last year.

Dick Martin has been on the 
board for two years. He feels the 
community forest has done well 
during this challenging time when 
markets have been weak. He felt 
certification was not strong enough 
on environmental protection, so not 
worth the extra effort and expense. 
He was involved in the long-term 
planning project, and says the next 
step is to create operational plans.

Greg Lay has three things 
he would like to work on for the 
community forest. First, he would 

Seven candidates run for five seats on Kaslo & District Community Forest Society board
like to see a long-term business 
plan strategy with an emphasis on 
the dividend paid to the community. 
Second, he wants operations to move 
out of watersheds. Third, he wants 
operations to move to an industrial 
park on airport lands.

Ken Butt has lived in Kaslo for 
almost two years and is interested in 
recreational trails.

John Addison wants to be on 
the board because he feels that the 
community forest revenue should 
go towards long-term sustainable 
developments, such as a business 
or a small hydroelectric project 
on Kaslo River. He said the board 
would benefit from directors who 
are level-headed and who would 
put community sustainability at the 
forefront.

Not surprisingly, community 
dividends were a hot topic. There 
are three resolutions on the AGM 
agenda in connection with this, and 
there were three at last year’s AGM 
as well.

At last  year ’s  AGM, the 
resolution that passed, submitted 
by Bruce Freeman, stated that an 
annual dividend would be paid to the 
community in the amount of $3/m3 
for all wood cut, with the exception 
of cedar ($5/m3).

Th is  year,  F reeman  has 
submitted a resolution that changes 
the community dividend amount 
to $2/m3 for all species of wood. 
He has also put forward a second 
resolution that places $1/m3 in the 
newly established legacy fund within 
CFNKLS. 

The board of directors has 
submitted a resolution that bases the 
community dividend on profits rather 

than a per cubic metre amount. The 
resolution states that a minimum of 
20% of profits earned in the year 
will be committed to community 
disbursements, and an equal amount 
will be deposited in the legacy fund.

Freeman is against basing the 
community dividend on profits. 
“When you go to profit, it’s entirely 
discretionary. It takes away all the 
expectations of a structured financial 
dividend to the community. Every 
board will decide how much they 
will give back,” he said.

Chris Webster supports the 
board’s resolution. He said he would 
like to get out of having to contribute 
money to the community on a per 
metre basis. “What it’s forcing us 
to do is to go after cutblocks that 
are on the high grade end and we 
have a lot of timber that is not high 
grade. If we are faced with getting 
into places where there’s lots of pulp 
wood and we can’t make money on it, 
we are still forced to pay that money 
to the community whether we are 
profitable or not.” He said other ways 
to contribute to the community with 
the community forest profits would 
be to create jobs and to do projects 
that would benefit the community, 
such as fuel treatment in wildfire 
interface areas.

Dick Martin sees no problem 
with contributing to community 
dividends on a per metre basis, as 
the amount is not large. He said 
other ways to use profits for the 
benefit of the community might 
include investing in a co-op business 
or manufacturing wood products 
business.

Greg Lay said he would work 
under the basic principle that no trees 

would be cut unless they could make 
a profit. He later clarified this, saying 
some trees would have to be cut at a 
loss, but he would be looking for a net 
profit at the end of the year.

John Addison said the community 
forest needs a long-term investment 
strategy. He wants to see investment 
in a sustainable infrastructure project 
and would like to look at value-added 
opportunities.

There were questions about 
forest management and profitability. 
“Do you understand that you can’t 
keep high grading forever?” asked 
one citizen. 

Martin called forest management 
“a balancing act of different values” 
and said that economics is only a part 
of it. Hansen agreed. Butt said the 
forest must be managed, even though 
money would be lost some years.

Webster said diseased blocks 
and mature stands had to be logged, 
whether they were profitable or not. 
“Part of our long-term strategy is 
we have to be sustainable,” he said. 
“That’s why we have an RPF and 
together we try to figure this out.”

Freeman said that the community 
forest’s 32,000 hectares of loggable 
forest, with its mixed species, would 
last 120 years and therefore is a 
sustainable forest. However, he said, 
“We have been logging the same 
way since our inception. We have to 
change our business model. In these 
economic times, you can’t keep 
doing it this way. Other companies 
and BCTS do it differently and make 
money.” Freeman said we would 
go through the economic cycles of 

forestry over and over again. “High 
grade wood is a back-up during bad 
economic times. To cut it down in 
poor times at a loss doesn’t make 
sense.”

Lay said he was putting his 
hope in the long-term strategy. “I’m 
hoping we can figure out what we 
have to leave behind to deal with the 
ecological function of the area and 
draw a line around it so we know 
where we can log,” he said.

Addison reiterated that he would 
like to see long-term sustainable 
planning. 

Asked to comment on their 
conduct, Lay said a democracy 
requires the ability for people to 
disagree and he tries to do it in a 
respectful manner. Freeman said there 
had been many heated discussions at 
the board table, “and you don’t take it 
outside the classroom.” Addison said 
he would go into it with a level head 
and try to work together with other 
board members. Webster said he had 
never been on such a hostile board, 
and this made the job difficult. Martin 
said the board openly talks about its 
problems and works to overcome 
them. Butt said he knew a few of 
the board members and felt he could 
work with them. “Whenever there is 
money, there are heated discussions,” 
he commented.
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Thank you 
Valley Voice
The only newspaper that 

tells us what is going on in 
the Kaslo area. The only 
newspaper that gives us a 

chance to say what we think 
about it, free of charge, in 
Voices from the Valleys.

Paid advertisement by Jane Lynch 
in support of the Valley Voice

Real Estate in Kaslo and 
North Kootenay Lake 
www.century21kaslo.com 
kul@century21kaslo.com 

250-505-4722
Century21 Mountainview Realty Ltd.

Open Mon - Thurs 
6:30 am to 3:00 pm

Fri, Sat, Sun
6:30 am to 8:00 pm

Licensed

Located at the Heart of 
Front Street • 353-2955

“Best Eggs Benedict Ever”
“Mexican, Salads, 

Dinners, Wraps & Stir-Fry

by Jan McMurray
• The new campground washroom 

project is going ahead. Staff is applying 
for a building permit and the public works 
foreman is preparing a tender document 
for the project. The new washroom will 
be hooked up to the sewer system. True 
Consulting’s Scott Wallace indicates 
in an email that the treatment plant 
can easily handle the new washroom 
connection, as the plant is nowhere 
near its capacity. All costs associated 
with campground sewer hookup will 
be paid by the Village. User fees to be 
charged to campground operating will 
be paid into the specified area account. 
Staff will work with the Liquid Waste 
Management Select Committee to 
develop a system for an equitable 
contribution by the campground to a 
reserve fund for future expansion of 
the sewer system. Staff will invite a 
representative from the Loggers Sports 
Committee to the next Development 
Services Committee meeting to discuss 
sharing in the cost of electrical services 
for the new campground washroom.

• Staff was asked to prepare a bylaw 
to amend Sewer Area #1 to include the 
RCMP property on A Avenue. 

• Council received a report on an 
inspection of the sewer outfall. The 
report states that the pipe appears to be 
in good condition, although it is hanging 
over a channel which was created by 
a sloughing slope. To keep an eye on 
this sloughing, the report recommends 
periodic inspections. 

• Drawings for development of the 
laundromat building on Front Street were 
referred to the Development Services 
Committee. Developers plan to build 
two storeys over top of the existing 
building. The new three-storey building 
will include three retail units on the main 
floor and three residential units on the 
second and third floors. The laundromat 
will remain, and there will be two retail 
units available for rent. Developers 
hope to build this season, and to keep 

the laundromat and hair salon open 
throughout construction.

• Council approved signage for 
the new Buddy’s Front Street Pizzeria, 
located at 417 Front Street (beside the 
former Fern’s Flowers building). 

• Correspondence from Instruments 
of Change, a stringed instrument repair 
business in the Kemball Memorial 
Centre, proposes making changes to 
the space to accommodate a storefront. 
This was referred to the Building 
Management Select Committee for 
recommendation to council.

• A meeting was set for April 15 with 
Firewise Consulting, Director Shadrack 
and Fire Chief Badry to receive the report 
and recommendations on regional fire 
service for Kaslo and a portion of Area D.

• The mayor and CAO were 
authorized to sign an agreement with 
the Columbia Basin Trust regarding 
the Water Smart program. The CBT 
will contribute up to $10,000, with 
matching funding from the Village of 
up to $5,000. The funding is to be used 
on activities such as leak detection and 
repair, water conservation education, 
and an assessment of Village irrigation 
systems.

• A letter from the Province grants an 
extension on the Towns for Tomorrow 
grant for the geothermal project at City 
Hall. The new deadline for project 
completion is October 31, extended 
from March 31. 

• The Village will proceed with 

issuing a design/management tender for 
the geothermal project for the Kemball 
Memorial Centre.

• Council received an update from 
Progressive Forest Management on the 
fuel management prescription project. 
The prescriptions have been completed 
and have been submitted for ministry 
approval. Prescriptions include the 
following areas: cemetery, Burke Street, 
Wardner Street, Washington Street, 
Kaslo Airport, Arena Avenue (Balfour), 
and the Kaslo Golf Course. The 
prescription information was referred 
to the Development Services Committee 
for comment to council.

• An email from Director Shadrack 
in his role as vice president of the 
Association of Kootenay Boundary 
Local Governments (AKBLG) asks 
council for clarification on the resolution 
council has submitted to the upcoming 
AKBLG conference. The resolution 
calls for more control over provincial 
and federal waterways adjacent to and 
within municipalities. Clarification was 
requested on whether council is seeking 
local government control over provincial 
and federal waterways or greater 
regulation and enforcement by provincial 
and federal governments. Council will 
inform Director Shadrack that the intent 
is to allow local government to have 
some control over navigable water use. 

• Several street closures for Suffer 
Fest on October 1 and 2 were authorized, 
and SufferFest organizers were directed 

to inform business and property owners 
in writing of street closures no later than 
96 hours before the closure. Bleachers 
and a banner on Front Street for the event 
were also approved.

• A house in Kaslo flooded on a 
Saturday morning due to a broken 
water line. The residents called a Public 
Works employee at home for help, and 
two employees attended to turn off 
the connection. Residents of the house 
then received a bill for $275. A request 
from the residents to waive this fee was 
denied. 

• Alterations to the fence at 
Periwinkle Children’s Centre and the 
construction of a utility shed on the 
property were approved. This project 
will be carried out with the help of 
Katimavik volunteers.

• The following spring recreation 
grants were approved: Periwinkle 
Daycare $260 landscaping play area; 
JVH Ultimate Frisbee $210 printing 
jerseys; JVH Athletic Dept $480 student 
fee subsidy; Kaslo Youth Soccer $500 
low income subsidy; Mountain Bike 
Club $140 Mt. Buchanan trail guidebook; 
Nordic Club $140 Mt. Buchanan 
signage; Kaslo Public Library $180 
summer reading club; KL Historical 
Society $180 Pirate Day; Chamber of 
Commerce $360 skateboard demo; Sr. 
Citizens Branch 81 $280 carpet bowling; 
Kaslo Curling Club $380 Jr/Sr curling 
program; Kaslo Youth Council $310 
skatepark donor wall; Kaslo Car Show 

Kaslo council, April 12: New campground washroom a go
$80 May Days car show. 

Councillor Leathwood voted against 
the motion, and made a subsequent 
motion to send the terms of reference 
for the Recreation Committee to the 
Municipal Services Committee for 
recommendation to council. The motion 
passed. Councillor Leathwood, at her 
request, was removed from the Kaslo 
Recreation Committee.

• A full accounting of tree cutting 
will be brought to the next regular 
council meeting by the Kaslo Golf Club.

• Staff will notify the owner of the 
Rosewood Restaurant that the building 
must be compliant with the sewer 
regulatory bylaw.

• Public Works was directed to 
inspect the grease traps of establishments 
serving food to confirm that they all have 
functioning grease traps.

• Administrative staff was directed 
to confirm that all appropriate easements 
for sewer pipeline have been registered.

• Staff will ask Telus and Fortis to 
speak to undergrounding utilities on 
Water Street and address any subsequent 
cost savings.

• The Council Stipend Review 
Committee, consisting of Councillor 
Hewat, Anne Malik and Jim Yount, 
produced a questionnaire for council 
members to complete and return to 
Councillor Hewat. 

• The Parcel Tax Roll Review Panel 
will be held at the Kemball Memorial 
Centre on May 2 at 4 pm.

by Jan McMurray
The volunteer Lakehead and Beyond 

Produce group from the Meadow Creek 
area is moving forward with its project 
to revitalize agriculture and create jobs 
in the Lardeau Valley.

The group has built a 30’ x 100’ 
greenhouse and prepared a large garden 
on a 2.5-acre piece of property across 
from Drifter’s Restaurant in Meadow 
Creek. They have also built a fence 
around the perimeter of the property.

“Everything so far is on a donation 
basis and volunteer labour,” reported 
Len Trenholm from the group. “I’m 
so impressed with the volunteer labour 
we’ve got here. A 77-year-old has put in 
150 hours in the last couple of months 
here. We have volunteers of all ages.”

All materials for the post and beam 
greenhouse were donated, except the 
plastic covering. “The local mills have 
been very good in that way,” said 
Trenholm. The greenhouse is heated with 
a donated woodstove and donated wood.

The group has also started a CSA 
(Community Sustainable Agriculture) 
program. They have made 40 cedar 
boxes for people to purchase. Program 
participants will receive a box filled 
with fresh produce from the garden and 
greenhouse on a weekly basis during the 
season. So far, there are about a dozen 
people signed up for the CSA program, 
which will extend from Argenta to Kaslo 
this year.

The group is working with the 
RDCK and the Nature Trust and has 
applied for funding under the CBT 
Affected Areas program to reclaim 40 
acres of land that has been growing 
thistles. Trenholm says the plan is to 
make silage out of the thistles, which can 
be used as cattle feed or mulch.

Meadow Creek’s greenhouse and garden ready to go this season
The group is also interested in 

utilizing wood waste from the local mills. 
Trenholm says it could be used to heat 
the local mills’ dry kilns, with the excess 
heat running through a greenhouse. It 
could also be used to make fire logs. 
“Fire logs burn cleaner than wood, and 

we believe it would be cheaper and more 
convenient than buying firewood by the 
cord,” said Trenholm. “We’re putting 
together a group to develop a business 
plan on all the wood waste utilization 
ideas we have.” 

Trenholm said the group would still 

like to purchase the Marblehead property 
for its operations. Last May, a suspicious 
fire on the property destroyed the two 
heritage buildings there.

Call Trenholm at 250-399-4379 
to sign up for the CSA program, to 
volunteer, or for more information.

submitted by Nelson Kootenay Lake 
Tourism Organization

After several months of planning, 
the newly-formed Nelson Kootenay 
Lake (NKL) Destination Tourism 
Marketing Organization has launched its 
premier logo and slogan for the region. 

“The logo is designed to attract 
first-time and repeat visitors from the 
regional rubber-tire market as well 
as from national and international 
markets,” says Tom Thomson, Chair 
of the Nelson Kootenay Lake Tourism 
Association Board, “and to build a 
brand that differentiates our tourism 
product from all others. The image really 
calls attention to our region’s unique 
topography compared to other regions 
of British Columbia.”

The brand, created locally, is a 
likeness of Kootenay Lake’s iconic 
viewscape, depicting endless mountain 
slopes ascending out of a vast, clear 
lake and recognizes the significance of 
the lake in connecting our communities. 

The tag line, “Far Out. For Real,” 
builds further on the differentiation of the 
Nelson Kootenay Lake tourism product 
from other comparables by keying on 
the area’s authenticity and distinctness. 

“The two phrases build on the 
historical, artistic and cultural character 
the area is famous for, while promoting 
the extraordinary holiday experience the 
area offers,” says Graham Edwards, NKL 
Executive Director. “It embraces that 

Nelson Kootenay Lake Tourism Organization launches new logo and slogan 
genuine and unexpectedly contemporary 
personality of the area and the people 
who live here.” 

The two phrases also resonate 
with a broad demographic. “Far Out” 
is ’60s/’70s-ish. “For Real” is 21st 
century.  “And that works in the region’s 
favour,” Thomson adds, “considering 
the wide variety of visitors the Nelson 
Kootenay Lake area attracts. Vacationers 
of many age groups choose the region for 
different reasons depending on their level 
of adventurism, their cultural interests 
and seasonally-specific pursuits.” 

Beyond “Far Out’s” primary 
connotation – that something is eclectic, 
funky and a step back in time – the phrase 
can also be taken literally. The region is 
off-the-beaten path, away from crowds 
and an adventurous dispatch. The phrase 
“For Real,” a more contemporary term, 
also speaks to authenticity, nature and an 

absence of pretension. 
The new logo and slogan will be 

used on all Nelson Kootenay Lake 
tourism advertisements, website, 
marketing programs and promotional 
campaigns regionally, nationally and 
internationally starting this spring.                   

Nelson Kootenay Lake Tourism is a 
not-for-profit self-sustaining destination 
marketing organization, industry-funded, 
research-based and membership-driven, 
covering an area from Nelson (including 
Whitewater Winter Resort) Balfour, 
Procter, Harrop, Ainsworth, Kaslo and 
Meadow Creek. The Organization’s 
mandate is to actively market this 
region as a distinct four-season tourism 
destination on behalf of its stakeholders 
and communities, in partnership with 
Kootenay Rockies Tourism and the 
provincial tourism authority, Tourism 
British Columbia. 

Nelson Kootenay Lake Tourism Organization has been formed to market Kootenay Lake from Nelson to 
Kaslo as a tourism destination. The group has come up with this logo and slogan for its marketing campaign. 
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Wine & Beer Making Kits 
to satisfy all budgets!

Winlaw Brew-Op

5972 Cedar Creek Road, Winlaw • 226-7328

Take-Home Kits, or Brew it with Us!
Open 11:00 to 6:00 Tues. to Sat.

Specialty Coffees, Teas, 
U-Brews and Kits for Home
                    • Open Every DayNaKUSP  265-4701

3 5 8 - 7 7 6 9

A v A ’ s 
H a i r  s t u d i o

Far right entrance of the Wild Rose Restaurant in Rosebery

OPEN ALL WINTER

Slocan Auto &
Truck Repairs

24 hour towing 
BCaa, Slocan, BC  

355-2632

111 Mcdonald Drive, Nelson, BC
ph 250-352-3191

sales@mainjet.ca • www.mainjet.ca

NAKUSP GLASS
201 Broadway

265-3252
The clear choice for 
all your glass needs!SALES & SERVICE

98 - 1st Street, Nakusp • 265-4911
OPEN TUES - SAT

CHAINSAWS
• Stihl
• Husqvarna
MOWERS
• Husqvarna
• Toro • Snapper
• Lawnboy

TRIMMERS
• Stihl
• Husqvarna
SMALL ENGINES
• Tecumseh 
• Honda
• Briggs & Stratton

AUTOMOTIVE	•	SMALL	MOTORS	•	MACHINE	SHOP
Caribou Service
(250) 265-3191

5549 Frontage Road
Burton, BC

24 Hr Towing and Recovery
Auto Repairs & Tires

Auto Parts

24 HOUr TOWiNg
1007 HWy 23, NaKUSP

PH: 265-4577

• welding repairs • full service 
& repair • licenced technician • 

radiator repairs & service • mobile 
service available • fast, friendly 

and

MOUNTAIN VALLEY STATION
BOTTLE DEPOT

Slocan City • 355-2245
Open MON - SAT  9-5

Your “Bottle Drive” Specialists

RECyCLINGJEWELRy

Nakusp   265-4406

BCAA Towing

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Nakusp Taxi
250-265-8222

Pick up and Delivery
Let us get it for you

• Auto parts • Groceries
• Pharmacy • Cigarettes
• Take out food

Just let your local business know your needs 
and we will deliver them to you.

Alcoholic beverages until 11:00 pm

HAIR

Wholistic Midwife
Lana Knoll 
250-353-2213
maramamidwife@yahoo.ca

Honouring natural childbirth through 
nourishing body, mind and spirit, and 
by embracing family and community.

MaSSagE THEraPiES
Myofascial, Swedish, Lymphatic, Joint Play, Craniosacral, 

Visceral, Somatoemotion, Chakras, Nutrition etc.
MTa rates (Low income consideration)

also MSP, WCB, iCBC & care plans
garth r. Hunter, r.M.T.

Slocan Health Clinic - Thursdays
250-358-2364 • Mobile & Office

FULL SPECTRUM HEALTH
• Deep Tissue Massage

• Nutritional Consultation
• Reiki

     Sliding Scale - Mobile Service
Daniel Thorpe  250-358-6808

HEALTH	•	WELL	BEING	•	FITNESS	•	ENVIRONMENT

COLES RENTALS
HEATERS (PROPANE & ELECTRIC)

PLATE TAMPERS, JUMPING JACKS, REBAR BENDER 
JACKHAMMERS, HAMMER DRILLS, CONCRETE 

MIXERS, CONCRETE SAWS, TILECUTTERS, 
BLOCKCUTTERS, SCAFFOLDING, FLOOR SANDERS, 
NAILERS - ALL TYPES, LM ROTARY LAZER TRANSIT, 

GENERATORS, WATER PUMPS, COMPRESSORS, 
INSULATED TARPS, PRESSURE WASHERS, ROTO 

TILLER, LAWN COMBER, AERATOR, PROPERTY PIN 
LOCATOR, CHIPPER/SHREDDER, GAS POST HOLE 

DIGGER, WOODSPLITTER, CONCRETE FLOOR 
GRINDER ...AND MUCH MORE!

PHONE 358-2632
1-888-358-2632

EQUIPMENT	RENTAL

BREWING

Jo’s Jewelry
Custom work and repair in 

silver and Gold, by appointment

358-2134
new denver, Goldsmith Jo-anne barClay

Spectrum Home & Family Care
Helping you maintain 

YOUR lifesyle!
Free consultations 

in the West Kootenay!
250-265-3842

spectrumcares@telus.net

Hand & Soul Wellness Centre
Larry Zaleski, D.C.    Chiropractor

Mondays & Fridays - Silverton • Every other Wednesday in Winlaw or Nakusp

Sue Mistretta, M.A., CCC    Counsellor/Expressive Arts
358-2177 www.handandsoul.ca

Susan L. Yurychuk • 250-358-6804
By Appointment Only • New Denver

myofascial release • deep tissue massage • relaxation massage

DAY SPA

Stone Massage • Deep Tissue  
Salt Glows • Mud Wraps & More

COMPUTER

ken@palmercomputerservices.com

Palmer
Computer 
Services

- Repairs 
- Upgrades 

- Consulting
Microsoft Certified 
Systems EngineerPhone: 355-2235

aNNOUNCEMENTS
WE INVITE FRIENDS to join our 
family in sharing the memories of our 
father, Frank Pho, at the Royal Canadian 
Legion in Nelson, BC on May 7 at 1:30 
pm. Thank you to the ladies of the Legion 
who will serve a lunch.

GARDEN SEEDS: Aimers Organics, 
Pacific Northwest - Buy 10 get 1 free. 
Cornucopia, Front Street, Kaslo. www.
cornucopiakaslo.com  250-353-2574.
REAL, FRESH, HOME-MADE Hot 
Cross Buns available at Sappho’s Bakery 
starting April 19. Sappho’s makes them 
from scratch – not a mix, not frozen, not 
par-baked. Order yours now! $4.50 per half 
dozen, $8.50/dozen. 358-2119.
ARTS & CULTURE WEEK  was 
celebrated April 10-17 honouring local 
talent. Arrow Lakes Arts Council sponsored. 
2011 ArtWalk brochure distribution is 
taking place continuing throughout the 
summer months. Gratefully supported by 
our Volunteers, area merchants, ArtsBC/
Assembly of BC Arts Councils, BC Arts 
Council and Paul Peterson, RDCK.

A MESSAGE FROM LUCIA MANN - 
To all my wonderful supporters who have 
been anxiously awaiting my sequel: THE 
SICILIAN VEIL. The delay is due to my 
Agent passing away and publishing contract 
difficulties without this representation. I 
will announce the new release date as soon 
as I have these “author-hiccups” solved. 
Thanks you for your ongoing support and 
patience.

-Lucia Mann (Lucy Mancia)
L O O K I N G  F O R  T H E 
GRANDDAUGHTER of the Stillingfleet/
Hill family in the valley; related to Nel or 
Jo. Phone Sharon: 359-7864.
LUXURY SHEETS, summer quilts, 
bamboo towels and home décor goodies 
in fresh spring colours. Willow Home 
Gallery is packed with beautiful things at 
unbelievable prices. It’s worth the drive to 
Kaslo!  250 353 2257.

BUSiNESS OPPOrTUNiTiES
UNEMPLOYED and thinking of starting 
your own business? Community Futures 
offers the Self Employment grant, business 
loans, counselling and training in the Arrow 
& Slocan Lakes area. For more info leave 
a message at 265-3674 ext. 201 or email 
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

CarD Of THaNKS
A WARM THANK YOU to all our friends 
for helping us celebrate our wedding 
anniversary, and a huge thanks to family 
for doing all the work.

-Peg & Ron Magnuson
COMiNg EVENTS

TRASH ART CHALLENGE: Public ART 
SHOW, April 29 and 30 at Passmore Hall. 
Friday evening is open from 7-9 and on 
Saturday from 10 am to 3 pm. Work by Brent 
Bukowski on display. To enter the show, 
make something unique from discardable 
materials and bring to Passmore Hall Fri. 
April 29 between 10-noon to be put on 
display. Cash prizes for Artist’s Choice and 
People’s Choice. Artwork must be picked up 
Sat. April 30 by 4. Presented by the Slocan 
Valley Arts Council. For info call 250-226-
7768 or email svcarts@gmail.com.
KARAOKE & WINGS Slocan Legion 
Hall, Slocan. April 30, 8 pm. Door: by 
donation. No minors please.
M O T H E R ’ S  D AY PA N C A K E 
BREAKFAST Slocan Legion Hall, 502 
Harold St., Slocan. Sunday, May 8, 2011, 
8:30 am to 12 noon. Cost $9.00 Children 6 
& under $5.00. Everyone Welcome.

SECOND ANNUAL GARDEN and 
Nature Fest: May 14th, Twin Rivers Park/
Millennium Walkway. Come out for a festival 
rich in treasures: plants, gardens, farming! 
Local musicians will entertain and great 
food will make for an edible landscape! 250-
399-4439 castlegargardenfest@shaw.ca.
ROBERT BJERG BENEFIT - Saturday, 
May 14, Slocan Legion Hall. Bake Sale 
starts at 10 am followed by auction, potluck, 
dance. Info 250-355-2491.
HILLS COMMUNITY DOUKHOBOR 
Society Annual Meeting. Sunday May 1 at 
1:00 pm. Hills Community Hall.
V O L U N T E E R  T R A I N I N G 
O P P O R T U N I T Y  w i t h 
KootenayFeminism.com. Learn computer/
video /YouTube skills. Workshops Friday 
April 29, Thursday May 19. 10 am – 3 pm. 
Vallican. Register: 250-226-7624.
READY, SET, LEARN! A FREE program 
for parents and prechoolers (ages 3 to 5). 
New special guest events and activities 
including creative art, science, literacy, 
numeracy, music and movement, cooking 
and much more!!! Join us during Strong 
Start hours from 2 pm to 4 pm Thursdays, 
April 28, May 5, May 12, May 19. Location: 

Lucerne School in the Preschool/StrongStart 
room. To register, call Charlene Alexander, 
ECE at 250-358-7768 and leave a message. 
Sponsored by SD10 & Ministry of Education.
THE SILVERTON GALLERY presents 
a Lucerne Writer’s Coffee House on 
Wednesday, April 20 at 6:30 and on 
Easter weekend enjoy a theatre production 
‘Scaramouche Jones’ (by Justin Butcher), 
performed by Michael Graham on 
Saturday, April 23 at 8 pm ($15). Voted 
one of Montreal’s Fringe Festival top ten 
shows.  On Sunday, April 24 listen to a 
night of musical performances by Chrisa 
Couture, Cris Derksen, & E.S.L. Show 
starts at 7pm ($10).
YOU ARE INVITED to the Slocan River 
Streamkeepers AGM. 7:00 pm, Passmore 
Hall. Thursday, May 19. Refreshments 
will be served.

fOr rENT
LARGE 3-BDR upper level apartment 
in Silverton available May 1, 2011. 
Washer, Dryer.  $525/month plus utilities. 
References. 250-358-2293.
CLEAN ONE BDR MOBILE on one 
acre. W.D.F.S. Wood heat. 10 mins. to 
Nakusp. $600. 250-265-3200.

Personal Classifieds start at $8.00
Call 250-358-7218 for details
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CONSTRUCTION
FOUNDATIONS • FRAMING
ROOFING • RENOVATIONS

Specializing in Timber Framing

250-265-4525

HALL LUMBER 
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, fri & Sat 
10 am to 5 pm

PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd. 

Edgewood, BC

FOR ALL YOUR 
PROPANE NEEDS

365-9958
1-800-471-5630

Your local bulk dealer & service centre

• registered Septic System 
designer and installer •
• ready Mix Concrete • 

• Lock Blocks • Drain rock • 
• road Crush • Sand & gravel • 

• Dump Trucks • Excavator • 
• Crusher • Coloured Concrete • 

• Site Preparation •
Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
Ph. 265-4615 • vieirac@telus.net

Installation and maintenance 

call Jim Berrill
(250) 359-5922

JEMS Propane Ltd.

Tradesman Electric
commercial • residential 

new construction • renovations
Reliable friendly service

Free Estimates Call Steve 226-7163

CONSTRUCTION	•	HOME	•	GARDEN	

YOUR VALLEY COMFORT AND BLAZE KING DEALER 
SPECIALIZING IN WOOD/ELECTRIC, WOOD/OIL AND 

WOOD/GAS COMBINATION FURNACES
Certified • Insured

COMPLETE SALES 
SERVICE AND 
INSTALLATION

Slocan City, BC • (250) 355-0088
website: www.kootenayfurnace.com

email: kfurnace@netidea.com

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Crescent Bay 

Construction Ltd.
Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431 
• Email cresbay@telus.net

KF PowerVac
Duct Cleaning & Duct Sanitizing

Local: 355-2485 • Toll-free: 1-888-652-0088
email: kfurnace@netidea.com

Peter’s New & Used Windows & More
Sales & Installations

• Energy Efficient Vinyl & Wood Windows •
• Residential Installations & Renovations/Upgrades •

• Wooden & Metal Doors •
Peter Demoskoff • Cell: 250-608-0505

Tel: 250-399-4836 • Fax: 250-399-4831

J.C. Roofing Company
For all your roofing needs

Serving the Arrow and Slocan Lakes
16 years of professional installations

WCB • All work fully guaranteed
We also install Soffit and Vinyl Siding

For your free estimate, Call 
Curtis Roe at 250-265-9087

• general contractor 
• new homes & renovations 

• design/build 
HPO licensed/Home Warranty 

Fully insured. 30 yrs.+ exp./ cert. 
carpenters/ foundation to finish/

custom trim/heritage work. 
Call Drew 250- 353-2450.  

0850743 B.C. Ltd. dba Vista Custom Builders

Bergevin Electrical 
Inc.

Please call 
250-358-7172 

or 250-354-4171 
and leave a message

Free Estimates. Certified, 
Licenced, And Insured

Serving New Denver, Nakusp 
and the Slocan Valley

Indoor Garden 
Supplies

Castlegar
250-304-2911

1730 Hwy 3, Selkirk Spring Building
dan@canadiangardensupply.com

Jim Pownall & Co.
LOG & TIMBER FRAME HOMES

New Denver • BC
250-358-2566

jpownall@telus.net
Uncommon Ground Farm 

& Landscape
Now booking landscape projects for the 

2011 season!
Design & Installation

cell: 250-354-8661 • uncommonground@ 
columbiawireless.ca

HARDWOOD 
FLOORS ONLY 

100% CANADIAN FLOORING 
AT WHOLESALE

Prefinished, antique R. Oak - Maple 
3 ¼ x ¾ $4.59/sf pallet – Import Eng 

Prefinished $3.99/sf pallet
 Bamboo – Cork from $2.99/sf 

Glue Down
AT JUAN’S – 1503 Hwy 3A Thrums

250-399-6377 Mon-Sat 8:30 am-5 pm

CLASSIFIED ADS

peacock 
collective

organic housekeeping 
ueco friendly housekeepinguyard & garden maintenanceu 

general labour workuWCB insured trade worker’s helper 
upost renovation clean upuorganization & de-cluttering in 
home or shopuhelping hand with carpentry & alternative 

building projectsuhome check-ins and visit preparationsu

Gift Certificates available
Serving Nakusp Burton New Denver Silverton

reliable & fully insured
Sondra Krajewski
250.265.8479

www.peacockcollective.ca

Simon Bamber, AScT, ROWP.
Civil Technology Consultant

Septic Systems 
Water Systems 
Subdivisions, 

Land Development 
Project Management 

Site Inspection
Drafting (CAD)

250-265-1767
si@bambertech.com

www.bambertech.com

Certified Organic Bedding Plants
Selected Perennials
10:00 - 5:00 Daily, 

april through June

Perry Siding  •  355-2459
7231 Avis Rd.

Nakusp 
Redi-Mix

serving the Kootenays since 1973
Edgewood • Nakusp • Trout Lake • Kaslo

DAVID WEATHERHEAD
Box 83, 848 Hwy 6, Nakusp

250-265-4311 (ph)
250-265-3468 (fax)

garDENiNg
ELVENDAL FARM - Starting Baby Veg. 
and Flowers for your garden. A good Spring 
to be patient. We’ll have them ready when 
Spring finally comes to stay. We open in 
May. May Days and Market Fest in New 
Denver and Farmers’ Mkts. 113 Reibin 
Rd. in Hills. 
STOP CHERRY WORMS, wasps and 
birds without poison!! Use a Kootenay 
Cover. Check out www.kootenaycovers.
com, email mroberts@kootenaycovers.com 
or call 250-353-2264.

HEaLTH
FELDENKRAIS Awareness Through 
Movement classes: *Nakusp * Hills * 
Winlaw. * Relax * Release Tension * 
Relieve Pain * Breathe Easier * Sleep 
Better * Tyson 250-265-3827 * thaitouch@
yahoo.com.

HELP WaNTED
NEED HOME SUPPORT WORKER 
with Care Aide Certificate or equivalent 
for mature disabled male. Four-hour shifts 
with job sharing. Part-time, weekends and 
back-up to start. Reply with brief resume 
to: Home Support Worker, Box 433, New 
Denver, BC V0G 1S0.
RELIABLE, PART TIME homecare/
housekeeper required to join our team. We 
will train. Nakusp area. 250-265-3273.

LOST
LOST: NEW BLACK HAT in New 
Denver between credit union & Garden 
Graces. 250-352-3213.

NOTiCES
FOR INFORMATION ON AA OR 
ALANON MEETINGS contact in New 
Denver: 358-7904 or 358-7158; Nakusp 
265-4924; Kaslo 353-2658; Slocan 355-
2805; South Slocan 226-7705.
NELSON AND AREA Elder Abuse 
Prevention Resource Centre - Open 
Wednesdays from 12 to 2 pm at 719 
Vernon Street. Phone 250-352-6008 or visit 
nelsonelderabuseprevention.org.

SErViCES
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL 
SEPTIC TANK CLEANING: “Serving 
the Valley” 7 days/wk, 24-hr. All-Around 
Septic Services, Don Brown (250) 354-
3644, emergency 352-5676.
ROGAN ELECTRIC Residential, 
commercial, industrial wiring. Local 
references available. All work guaranteed. 
“We get the job done.” 353-9638.
C O L L E E N  N A H N Y C H U K 
BOOKKEEPING. By Appointment. 
Tel: 551-7054 Fax: 1-888-370-4938 
cntaxprep@gmail.com.

Raised in Cornwall and St. Catharines, 
Ontario. Audrey was in the Class of 1946 at 
Havergal College, and graduated as an 
R.N. at Toronto General Hospital in 1949. 
Audrey raised her own family in Dorval 
and Beaconsfield, Quebec, Port Credit and 
Etobicoke, Ontario, Calgary, Vancouver, 
and finally in Mississauga and Burlington, 
Ontario. Audrey’s last move was to be with 
her family in New Denver.

Always thinking of others around 
her, and never with a complaint, Audrey 
came into the room like a ship in full 
sail, a metaphor for her deep Maritime 
roots as a descendant of the Millidge 
shipbuilding family. Parties there were 
many, with the bounty of Audrey’s 
culinary skills. She lived in and traveled 
to many places along the way and made 
friends in every one of them.

Heartfelt gratitude for all the kindnesses 
shown to Audrey during her few months in 
the Kootenays.

MARIAN IRMA FREEMAN
Irma was born in Minnehik, Alberta, a 

town now extinct, near Olds. She was the 
middle child and last surviving sibling of 
13. She was predeceased by her husband, 
Harold, in 1998, and a son, Murray Spencer 
Freeman, in 1972. She is survived by three 
children; Bruce (Kathy) and his children, 
Steven (Jessica) and Brad; Gail (Larry) 
Badry and their three children, Sheila 
(Lenny), Chad (Leanne), and Terilee (Cam) 
Stokke; Barry (Debra) and their children, 
Heather and Natalie. She is survived by 7 
grandchildren, 5 great-grandchildren, and 
1 great-great-grandchild.

Irma joined the army during WWII and 
that is where she met her husband, Harold. 

CERTIFIED FUSION of HDPE 
(polypipe) domestic & irrigation (250) 
342-1632.
NEED YOUR TREES PRUNED? Call 
Gabriel 250-226-6869.

OBiTUary

GALE, Audrey (nee Millidge) - Peacefully, 
at home, on March 16, 2011, at the age of 
83.  Mother of Alison Gale (Dave Good), 
of New Denver, and Brydone Gale, of 
Ste. Adele, Que. Grandmother of Clay 
and Myles of New Denver, sister of Pat 
Roberts of Toronto. Predeceased by her 
husband, Ralph Gale (1991), daughter, 
Deirdre Shirley Gale (2000), and son, John 
Campbell Gale (2009).

This space could be yours for 
$11.00 + GST per issue.
Call 358-7218 or email: 

valleyvoice@netidea.com
for details
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Legendary Meats 
Custom Cutting & Sausage 

Making, Curing & Smoking of 
Bacons & Hams

Mobile BBQ Services & Hog 
Roaster Rentals

• Christmas Tree Sales •
www.legendarymeats.ca
Phone/Fax: 250-226-7803
2826 Hwy 6 • Slocan Park

MEAT	CUTTING

Ann’s Natural Foods
Ann	Bunka

- 358-2552 -
805 Kildare St., New Denver

Slocan Village Market
Groceries, fresh produce, fresh meat, 

Agency Liquor, organic foods, 
in-store deli, in-store bakery.

Open 7 days/week, 9 am - 8 pm
Slocan, BC • ph:355-2211 • fax: 355-2216

NEW DENvER  
358-2443 358-7292

Your Local Grocer

SILvERTON

RESTAURANT/COFFEESTAND

   WiNTEr HOUrS
      8 aM - 9 PM

QUALITY PIZZA anytime!
265-4880
Air Conditioned

93-5th ave. Nakusp
Non-Smoking

laceNick’s
P

Seven Days a Week!

Lemon Creek 
Lodge & Campground

Year-round facility
Licensed Restaurant
Open Thurs - Sun

5 PM - 8 PM
Reservations: 1-877-970-8090

The Apple Tree 
Sandwich Shop

Soup, Sandwiches & Desserts
358-2691

Mon. - Fri. 7 A.M. - 4 P.M.
Sat. 11 A.M. - 4 P.M.

	GROCERy	•	HEALTH	FOOD	•	BAKERy

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

¶

• Health Products, healing sessions
• New Age cards & books
• Sensual products

320 BrOaDWay ST. NaKUSP  265-3188

Health Centre

¶¶ ¶¶¶

Re-Awakening

www.jonesboysboats.com
Ainsworth, British Columbia

4080 Hwy 31 N
Call: 1-877-552-6287

(250) 353-2550 Fax (250) 353-2911

HARBERCRAFT

PaULa CONraD
HOME: (250) 358-2707

Selkirk realty
265-3635

Free Consultation

E-mail: paulaconrad@royallepage.ca
Website: www.royallepage.ca/selkirkrealty

HUB iNTErNaTiONaL 
BarTON 

iNSUraNCE 
BrOKErS

for all your 
iNSUraNCE 

needs
265-3631

1-800-665-6010

RECREATION

PROFESSIONAL	SERVICES

 Passmore
 Laboratory Ltd.
Water Testing • flow Measurements
CAEAL certified to test drinking water
We’re in the Valley at: 1-250-226-7339
Jennifer & Tony Yeow passlab@xplornet.com

Colour/B&W Laser Printing/Copying • Digital Photography
Word processing • Scanning • Faxing • Binding • Laminating
CUSTOM CARDS • BROCHURES • CALENDARS • NEWSLETTERS

The best selection of photo cards of local views anywhere
1007 Josephine St. (Box 298), New Denver

Ph. 358-2435     essay@direct.ca     Fax 358-2607

Ph: 359-7111  Fax: 359-7587
www.playmorpower.com

Playmor Junction Hwy 6 & 3A
1043 Playmor

THE RIDE SAYS IT ALL

CLOTHING

The Clothes Hanger

Men’s & Ladies Clothing

400 Front St • Kaslo • 250-353-9688

Natural Food Store

422 Front Street • Kaslo, BC
1-250-353-2594

Silverton, BC
Monday - Saturday 8:00-4:00

Soup, Stews, 
Meat Pies, Treats 
and Great Coffee

358-2267

The Cup 
and 

Saucer Café

USED	GOODS
Even little ads 

get noticed in the 
Valley Voice

Paul Merrifield
• Bookkeeper •

250-358-6806 work
250-505-9748 cell

pauljmerrifield@gmail.com

MEMORIAL 
HALL 

Weddings, Parties, Reunions, 
Concerts, Funerals, Meetings
To book call Sue:  250-358-2711

HALLS

Fullabeans Espresso Stand
Espresso • Snacks • Lunch

Open 7 days a week, 7 am - 2 pm
704 arlington, Slocan City

beside the gas station
250-355-2889 to order

CLASSIFIED ADS

The Donation Store
Main Street • New Denver

Open 10 am - 2 pm • Monday - Saturday 
(depending on available volunteers)

Help us help you

Next 
Valley Voice 
Deadline:
April 29, 

2011

Mountainview Realty ltd.

Shirley Kosiancic
Realtor

412 Broadway St. Nakusp, BC V0G 1S0
Bus    250-265-2111
Fax    250-265-3842
Cell    250-265-8040
shirley@century21nakusp.com • www.century21nakusp.com

This space could be yours for 
$11.00 + GST per issue.
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They resided in Calgary until 1973, when 
they retired to Mirror Lake, BC, then to 
Kaslo in 1991. She moved to Castlewood 
Village in Castlegar in 2004, and to the 
Kaslo Extended Care in June 2010. 

Fondly remembered are the huge 
family dinners under the apple trees. 
Mom loved to have her children and 
grandchildren around her. Summers were 
busy with lots of company. She often 
commented that the sheets were still warm 
when the next batch arrived. She took it 
all in stride.

A Service of Remembrance was held on 
Sunday, April 17, 2011 at 12:00 Noon from 
the Kaslo Legion Hall with Mary Johnson 
as celebrant. Cremation has taken place.

Funeral arrangements are under the 
direction of Thompson Funeral Service 
Ltd. Online condolences may be left at 
wwwthompsonfs.ca.

WaNTED
IF YOU HAVE stories about John 
Norris, teacher and author of Wo Lee 
Stories, Old Silverton, Historic Nelson etc., 
we’re gathering them for John’s memorial 
on May 29. Please send to annec@uniserve.
com well before then.
NEW DENVER MAY DAYS Market 
vendors wanted. Monday, May 23, 2011. 
For more info please call Anita: 250-358-
7731 or e-mail anitastudios@telus.net.

SLOCaN VaLLEy rECrEaTiON
NEW REC’ LEISURE GUIDE – Is now 
out! Available at all stores and online.
DOWN TO EARTH AGES 5 TO 7 - 
Outdoor fun for kids. With Rita Corcoran. 
Winlaw Park. May 7,14, & 21.
HANGING BASKET WORKSHOP - 
Sat. April 30, Four Seasons Greenhouses.
HELEN KISSINGER CLINICS - 
Walking or running clinics begin Tues. 
May 3 at the Slocan Park Hall.
WHOLE GRAIN BAGELS - Wed. 
May 11, Vallican Whole.
QUEST FOR COMMUNITY - Hear 
about their time in Oaxaca. Thurs. May 
5, Slocan Park Hall.
MAD ABOUT MORELS - Spring 
mushroom walk. Sat. May 7, Threads 
Guild Building.
SHOPPING & BANKING ONLINE 
SAFELY FOR SENIORS - Free 
workshop. Wed. May 11 at the Passmore 
Lodge.

250-226-0008
rENTaL WaNTED

RELIABLE, SINGLE, MATURE, local 
woman in my 60s, NS, ND, NP. 40 years 
Kootenay resident. Requires house with 
appliances, privacy. Quiet, wood/elec, 
garden space. Excellent references. 250-
825-4545.

by Jan McMurray
Results are in from the Nakusp 

and area CBT Community Initiatives/
Affected Areas funding vote, held 
April 17.

All five projects over $10,000 
received funding. Four were 
fully funded, with the fifth place 
project receiving partial funding. 
The Nakusp branch of the Royal 
Canadian Legion received $30,000 
to upgrade its building (366 votes); 
Protecting Animal Life Society 
received $12,500 for its Animal 
Rescue Program (307 votes); the 
Arrow Lakes Historical Society 
received $30,000 for its Arrow Lakes 
Cultural Learning Centre project 
(301 votes); the Nakusp Roots 
Music Society received $30,000 
for re-purposing the ambulance 
station (226 votes); and the Nakusp 
& District Chamber of Commerce 
received $5,000 for a racking system 
and billboard signage on the Needles 

and Galena Bay ferries (212 votes). 
The Chamber had requested $30,000.

Seven of ten projects under 
$10,000 were funded, with the 
seventh place project receiving 
partial funding. The Halcyon 
Assisted Living Society received 
$9,894.72 (245 votes); the Nakusp 
Ski Club Association received 
$5,000 for the Summit Lake Ski Area 
Tube Park (237 votes); Arrow and 
Slocan Lakes Community Services 
received $7,700 for the Nakusp 
Food Bank & School Breakfast 
Program (235 votes); the Nakusp 
Public Library Association received 
$5,000 for its Nakusp Public Library 
Shelving Project (223 votes); Nakusp 
Centennial Golf Club received 
$10,000 for a golf course irrigation 
upgrade (185 votes); Nakusp and 
Area Community Forest received 
$5,000 for the Wensley Creek Trail 
Project (142 votes); the Arrow Lakes 
Grape Growers Society received 

$3,469 for a grape varietal test plot 
(73 votes). The Grape Growers had 
requested $5,000.

Unsuccessful projects include 
the Food-Farms Community project, 
the West Kootenay Brain Injury 
Association and AFKO (Association 
des Francophones des Kootenays 
Ouest).

Nakusp CBT Community Initiatives vote results
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by Jan McMurray
The Kootenay-Columbia riding 

includes the Arrow Lakes communities 
of Nakusp, Burton, Fauquier, Edgewood 
and Trout Lake, and the Lardeau Valley 
communities of Cooper Creek, Meadow 
Creek and Marblehead. 

1) What will you do to see that 
Nakusp gets an adequate number of 
doctors? The community currently 
has one doctor, used to have three to 
four doctors, and ideally would like six 
to seven doctors.

Betty Aitchison, Liberal: All parties 
are well aware of the problem of the 
shortage of doctors. The Liberals will 
increase the number of doctors and will 
have incentives for doctors to practise in 
rural areas. There is never a silver bullet, 
but it is important to the Liberals and to 
all parties to try to find a solution to this. 

Brent Bush, Independent: As a 
resident of a community (Kimberley) 
that had its fully functioning hospital 

Kootenay-Columbia candidates respond to four questions from the Valley Voice
closed by the BC Liberals, I understand 
the consequences of declining medical 
services in rural communities. I fully 
support incentives designed to attract 
and keep doctors in small communities. 
If the government has billions of 
dollars to keep fighting an unjust war in 
Afghanistan and spend billions more on 
expensive weapons systems we don’t 
need, then surely we have the money 
to improve rural health care in Canada.

William Green, Green: The Green 
Party has specific policies to address 
the shortage of doctors, including one 
to “Provide student loan forgiveness 
incentives for graduating doctors, 
nurses, paramedics and other health 
care professionals who agree to staff 
rural facilities and family practice 
clinics where recruitment is currently 
a problem.” 

Mark Shmigelsky, NDP: Our 
platform commits to creating 1,200 
new doctor positions and 6,000 nurse 

positions over the next five years, so a re-
investment into healthcare with the idea 
of addressing shortages and the needs of 
rural communities. On a personal level, 
my job as MP would be to work with 
individual communities, mayors and 
councils, and Regional District directors 
to make sure that gets done.

David Wilks, Conservative: 
I support the Conservative Party’s 
commitment to the 6% increase in the 
transfer payments to the provinces. Our 
government will also forgive student 
loans for doctors, nurses, and nurse 
practitioners who live and work in rural 
Canada. We will forgive up to $40,000 
for doctors and $20,000 for nurses.

2) Are you in favour of re-
negotiating the Columbia River 
Treaty? Why or why not? What will 
you do to make sure the treaty brings 
economic benefits to the Arrow Lakes 
and Lardeau Valleys?

Betty Aitchison, Liberal: I am in 
favour of re-negotiating the treaty. The 
province has received a lot of benefits 
from the treaty, but could receive more 
in re-negotiations.

Brent Bush, Independent: I’m 
completely in favour of re-negotiating 
the Columbia River Treaty, starting 
Sept. 16, 2014. When the treaty was 
implemented it caused enormous social 
and economic dislocation for thousands 
of people in the Arrow Lakes and 
Lardeau Valleys, with virtually no public 
consultation. The imposed treaty was 
a great injustice. Should the Liberals 
and NDP seek my assistance to help 
form a coalition government, as your 
Independent MP I will use my political 
leverage to ensure that the treaty is 
re-negotiated. These negotiations must 
include the long-term impact of climate 
change on the Columbia River Basin and 
additional benefits for Basin residents.  

William Green, Green: In my job, 
I am working hard to prepare for the 
re-negotiation of the Columbia River 
Treaty. I was also deeply involved in 
Water Use Planning. I don’t think we 
have a choice as the US has clearly 
indicated their intention to re-negotiate. 
The Columbia Basin area in BC should 
directly participate in any continuing 
financial payments that may be made 
by the US through a re-negotiated treaty. 

Mark Shmigelsky, NDP: I’m 
familiar with the history of the treaty 
and local issues around it because of 
my background in local government and 
working with CBT in the past. My job 
as MP will be to make sure local citizens 
are consulted and any treaty negotiations 
are in the best interests of the affected 
areas and communities. All stakeholders 
must be involved in the re-negotiation 

process. I will make sure it works for our 
communities and the people of the Basin.

David Wilks, Conservative: In 
2014, either Canada or the USA can 
give notice to renegotiate or terminate 
the CRT. In concert with the CBT, 
provincial, and regional representatives, 
it is imperative that you have a Member 
of Parliament in government to be 
involved. Both Canada and the USA 
benefit from this treaty. Therefore, I 
support working toward an extended 
agreement.

3) If British Columbians reject the 
HST in the upcoming referendum, how 
will your party proceed with the “un-
doing” of this tax and with the issue 
of the $1.6 billion the Government 
of Canada has transferred to the 
Government of BC?

Betty Aitchison, Liberal: That’s 
something that’s in the works right now. 
Christy Clark is coming to grips with all 
parts of this question. It’s a little early to 
make a statement as to how it should be 
handled. It is essential that the federal and 
provincial governments work together 
on this. 

Brent Bush, Independent: The 
HST was negotiated in secret between 
Campbell’s Liberal and Harper’s 
Conservative governments. With no 
public consultation, the Conservatives 
voted in favour of Bill C-62, the federal 
HST legislation for BC. In fact, both the 
Conservatives and Liberals whipped 
their MPs to vote in favour of the tax. 
Not one MP from either Party had the 
courage to defy their Party bosses and 
say no. Should the tax be defeated, then 
the BC Liberal government will have 
to pay back the government of Canada. 
Perhaps then their budget projections 
won’t look so optimistic.

William Green, Green: If British 
Columbians reject the HST, our party, 
and I will advocate on behalf of our 
constituents that the return to the 
previous separate GST and PST regimes 
be effected in a way which will minimize 
the financial burden to taxpayers.

Mark Shmigelsky, NDP: Jack 
Layton, in Cranbrook, reiterated that we 
will not claw back the $1.6 billion bribe 
to force HST on British Columbians. We 
will respect the decision of BC, and we 
will work with British Columbians to go 
back to the PST.

David Wilks, Conservative: This 
issue is between the BC government and 
the people of BC. Once a vote is passed, 
we will discuss the issue with the BC 
government. As a federal government, 
we are always willing to work with 
the provinces. This issue represents 
the importance of having a Member of 
Parliament within government. 

4) Natural Resources Canada 
(EcoENERGY Program) has 
provided grant funding to some 
independent power projects in BC. In 
our area, there are a few proposals for 
run-of-river power projects, and there 
is significant local opposition to them. 
Do you support the contribution of 
federal dollars to independent power 
projects?

Betty Aitchison, Liberal: A Liberal 
government will quadruple Canada’s 
renewable energy production by 2017, 
restoring successful incentives for 
energy entrepeneurs in areas such as 
solar, wind, and biomass.

Brent Bush, Independent: I do 
not support using federal money to 
encourage the private sector to have 
anything to do with IPPs or public water 
resources. Under the proposed Com-
prehensive Economic Trade Agreement 
(CETA) with the European Union, the 
Harper government is using the Build-
ing Canada Fund and the Public Private 
Partnership fund (P3) to encourage the 
privatization of municipal drinking water 
management systems. I say no to the 
privatization of public drinking water.

William Green, Green: In my work 
as an aquatic biologist, I work very 
hard to ensure that IPPs, if built, are 
operated to avoid impacts to fish and 
their habitat and other environmental 
impacts. I support the contribution of 
federal dollars to IPPs only when they 
are clearly ‘green’ with zero or positive 
net environmental impact. 

Mark Shmigelsky, NDP: No, I 
do not support these federal grants 
without the full support of the affected 
communities and citizens. I am in 
support of the environmental assessment 
process, and am concerned that the 
Harper government will gut the federal 
environmental assessment regulations, 
because he sees them as a roadblock 
to jobs and development. The NDP 
will re-direct the $2 billion that is now 
going toward oil and gas subsidies to 
establishing renewable energy. We will 
create a Green Bond Fund to allow 
Canadians to invest in a sustainable 
future by supporting solutions like green 
energy research and development and 
community-scale renewable projects.

David Wilks, Conservative: 
Where IPPs have gone through an 
environmental assessment process, 
and where the appropriate ministry has 
signed off a master development plan or 
its equivalent, only then would I support 
contribution of federal dollars. We are 
making investments across Canada in 
renewable energy technologies. Yet 
another reason to have a Member of 
Parliament in government.

Mark Shmigelsky of the NDP schmoozes Ev Thorpe at the regular Wednesday morning Seniors’ Coffeehouse in Nakusp, April 13.


