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BC Hydro open house discusses options for long-term plans
by Art Joyce
A full complement of public
relations representatives, engineers
and planning staff were present at
BC Hydro’s open house in Castlegar
the evening of March 30. They were
there to answer questions and take
public feedback about the Integrated
Resource Plan (IRP) currently under
development. An earlier afternoon
meeting was held for stakeholders,
including municipalities, labour and
conservation groups.
The IRP is BC Hydro’s “long-term
plan for acquiring the resources to meet
customers’ needs for the next 20 years.”
The plan must meet goals outlined in
BC’s Clean Energy Act, which requires
that BC Hydro achieve electricity selfsufficiency by 2016. Contained within
the Act is the target of generating 93
percent of all electricity in the province
from “clean or renewable sources and
build the infrastructure necessary to
transmit that electricity.” With BC’s
population expected to grow from 4.6
to 5.8 million over the next 20 years, the
Act stipulates that “at least 66 percent of
any increase in demand” be met through
conservation and efficiency measures.
While these are admirable goals, for
some of the public at the open house,
the devil is certainly in the details. Cam
Matheson, director of energy planning,
was asked if BC Hydro had considered
the examples of other jurisdictions – such
as California, Connecticut and Ontario
– that have tried smart meters and
found serious problems such as hugely
increased monthly bills and various
health issues related to the wireless
component. Connecticut authorities
decided after a pilot program that smart
meters would never pay for themselves.
Matheson replied it was far too
early to consider these examples a
failure and that BC Hydro had carried
out a pilot program it considered
successful. Its Conservation Research
Initiative, started in November 2006, was
conducted in 1,850 residential homes in
six communities – Vancouver, Burnaby,
North Vancouver, West Vancouver,
Campbell River and Fort St John. The

project studied the impact of time-ofuse rates on energy use by residential
customers, encouraging participants to
shift usage to off-peak times. In contrast
to Toronto Hydro, which found that 80
percent of its customers are seeing higher
energy bills, BC Hydro found that twothirds of participants would save money.
Meanwhile BC NDP interim leader
Dawn Black has called for a moratorium
on the $1 billion smart meter program
as one means of bringing under control
the projected rate increase of up to
50 percent over the next five years.
BC Hydro representatives at the open
house claimed the increase will only be
30 percent. During the question period
at the open house one woman asked if
all BC ratepayers were being forced to
accept smart meters by 2012. Matheson
explained that the Clean Energy Act
does provide the authority to institute
the program without the prior approval
of the BC Utilities Commission (BCUC)
and that 2012 is the target date for
installation. The NDP are calling for the
BCUC’s independent oversight role to
be reinstated for this and other projects.
Another issue raised was the
question of electricity sales to the US
and whether contractual obligations or
trade agreements such as NAFTA require
BC Hydro to export power. Matheson
said he isn’t an expert in NAFTA but
was unaware of any such obligations.
BC Hydro buys and sells power on the
international spot market, he explained,
depending on whether the province is
experiencing a surplus or deficit of power
generation each year due to water levels.
Matheson said BC Hydro has been in a
deficit position the past three years and
has thus been importing power.
The Columbia River Treaty was
also discussed; either Canada or the US
must give notice in 2014 of whether
it intends to renegotiate the treaty in
2024. The treaty provides flood control
in the Columbia Basin and downstream
power generation at US facilities based
on the outflow of water from Canadian
reservoirs. One of the questions being
asked about the IRP is whether it makes
sense to build facilities for the purpose

of exporting power to the US or Alberta,
said Matheson.
According to Kindy Gosal of the
Columbia Basin Trust, the ‘downstream
benefits’ – the additional hydropower
generated in the US as a result of
reservoir storage in Canada – is shared
equally by the two countries. Canada’s
share of the downstream benefits belongs
to the Province of BC, and results in
revenues of about $200-$300 million
annually. If anything, says Gosal, that
puts us at an advantage over Americans
who rely heavily on coal and nuclear

power generation, which has little or no
storage capacity.
The issue of adding power
generation capacity to the Duncan Dam
was brought up by several residents.
Matheson said that at present the IRP
is still in its formative stage so the only
facility specifically named in it is Site C
in the Peace River district. But he didn’t
rule out the possibility that the Duncan
site could be developed, just as the
sites at Mica and Revelstoke had their
generating capacity increased recently.
The IRP consultation process is seeking

public comment on whether to develop
Site C.
Information was provided on the
three types of portfolios BC Hydro
could pursue in its IRP, each with a
different mix of energy sources and
priorities. Matheson said a second round
of consultation will occur in the fall, after
which the plan will move into its final
stage by December.
To comment on the IRP go to www.
bchydro.com/planning_regulatory/irp/
get_involved/spring2011.html. The
deadline for feedback is April 30.

Benjamin Jordan’s aerial photograph of the first ever West Kootenay Community Formation is available for sale at Otter Books, Sacred Journey
and the Crawford Bay Store. The photo reminds us of our shared love for the land, the importance of passing the fundamentals of environmental
stewardship on to our younger generations and the incredible power we hold when we bond together as community.

Local paraglider’s fundraising events for Tipi Camp draw huge crowds
by Jan McMurray
The exciting events recently held
by local paraglider and photographer
Benjamin Jordan to raise funds for
Tipi Camp on the East Shore have
been very well received.
On March 25, he screened his
award-winning documentary Dream
at the Capitol Theatre and raised more
than $2,000 for the camp. The film
documents the 108 consecutive flights
Jordan made to live out his dream of
paragliding across Canada. About 250
people of all ages showed up to watch
the film, and stayed for about an hour
afterwards to ask questions.
“They were totally captivated,”
said a relieved Jordan. “The night
before, I was having nightmares of

the audience throwing rotten tomatoes
at the stage!”
Then on March 26, about 500
people from the region gathered at
Lakeside Park to be part of the first
ever West Kootenay Community
Formation. Standing tightly packed
together in formation, the people
transformed into towering mountain
ranges and a free flowing river. Jordan
photographed the formation from
above in his paraglider.
“This was the largest formation
I’ve ever done, and the first outside of a
school or summer camp context,” says
Jordan. “While waiting for everyone
to get into place, I could feel a different
type of energy rising up off the soccer
field. I realized that all of these people

were independently inspired to be
there. This unprecedented level of
enthusiasm can clearly be seen in the
big smiles, raised arms and precise
body alignment in this stunning
community portrait.”
Prints of this photograph are for
sale, with 100 percent of proceeds
going towards sending low-income
West Kootenay children to Tipi
Camp, a remote access youth camp
on the East Shore which focuses on
wilderness immersion for self esteem.
(www.tipicamp.bc.ca).
Prints are available in two sizes
and priced quite affordably. Find
yours at Otter Books and Sacred
Journey in Nelson and the Crawford
Bay Store on the East Shore.
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Regional agricultural plan issues initial recommendations
by Art Joyce
Residents living in the RDCK
areas who attended a series of
workshops on the development of
an agricultural plan can now see the
initial results of that consultation.
Consultant Abra Brynne, who hosted
the workshops, has produced a
set of recommendations that set
regional agricultural priorities.
Brynne is seeking feedback on these
recommendations by April 9 to take
the project into its next phase of
producing a draft plan.
“Once we hear back from the
community we’ll take that and use
it to give direction to what goes into
the actual agricultural plan,” says
Brynne.
Among the top concerns reflected
consistently in feedback so far, she
adds, is a strong desire not to lose any
more of the region’s agriculturally
productive land, and to protect water
quality. Another issue that found
wide agreement amongst farmers –
whether novice or professional or
those interested in starting to farm
– was the need for a good source of
education and advice. The economic
viability of small-scale farming was
another big concern.

“Knowing that less than half of
our agricultural land is in production
means we could easily double our
production,” Brynne observes. “We
will happily be forever constrained
by our mountains but we could find
better ways of getting the land into
production.”
On the issue of preserving
the agricultural land base, it’s
recommended that the ALR within
the RDCK be maintained and that
a consistent policy be developed
across the region. This would
include disallowing the building of
subdivisions on agricultural land and
incentives to get fallow land back into
production. Another recommendation
is to create a farmland compensation
policy that requires any land removed
from the ALR to be matched, two
to one, with new land into the ALR
within the RDCK of equivalent or
superior productive capability.
To assist the economic viability
of small-scale farming, collaboration
is recommended with financial
institutions and grant programs to
develop relief and incentive programs
for established and start-up farmers.
Other incentives could include
direct marketing and other support

Land Act & Mines Act:
Notice of Intention to Apply for Amendment of Disposition of
Crown Land & Notice of Work & Reclamation Program Amendment
FrontCounter BC Cranbrook has accepted applications made by Arrow
Lakes Ready Mix Ltd. of Nakusp, BC, on behalf of the Ministry of Natural
Resource Operations (MNRO), Crown Land and Mining Division, Kootenay
Region, for amendments to Licence of Occupation for aggregate
purpose and Notice of Work and Reclamation (NoW) Permit for Sand
and Gravel situated on Provincial Crown land near Nakusp, BC (reached
by travelling from the intersection of Highway 23 and the truck route
in Nakusp, north 1.3 km to Hot Springs Road then 2.9 km to the pit
access road) and containing 4.6 hectares more or less.
The MNRO File Number that has been established for this application
is 4403481 (Lands) 0501262 (Mines). Written comments concerning
this application should be directed to the Natural Resource Officer at
FrontCounter BC, 1902 Theatre Road, Cranbrook, B.C., V1C 7G1 or
email to:
AuthorizingAgency.Cranbrook@gov.bc.ca.
Comments will be received by FrontCounter BC until 30 days for the
date of publication.
FrontCounter BC may not be able to consider comments received after
this date. Please refer to our website to view the Land Act application
http://www.arfd.gov.bc.ca/ApplicationPosting/index.jsp 4 Search 4
Search by File Number: 4403481 for more information. The Notice of
Work and Reclamation Program can be viewed at: FrontCounter BC in
Cranbrook or the Service BC in Nakusp, 204 – 6th Avenue.
Be advised that any response to this advertisement will be considered
part of the public record. For information, contact the FOI Advisor at
MNRO regional office.

programs.
On the issue of building regional
food security, a number of educational
incentives are recommended. Among
them could be to encourage the
school districts to incorporate
working gardens into their curricula
and food supply. Research could be
done to analyze RDCK residents’
food needs and how that might be
supplied through local production.
Incorporating information on local
food sources into emergency planning

could also be explored. Working with
Selkirk College to establish a meat
cutting program is also suggested.
Among the general draft plan
recommendations are to have an
agricultural development/education
service; establish programs to
address pest and weed pressures
on agricultural viability; support
regional meat systems and mitigate
the negative impacts of the BC Meat
Inspection Regulation; preserve and
expand the domestic bee population

of the RDCK; and foster a supportive
relationship between the RDCK and
the agricultural sector.
Once the agricultural plan
is drafted another somewhat
less extensive series of public
consultations will be offered. A
meeting is expected to be scheduled
in the North Slocan Valley sometime
in late April or May.
To c o m m e n t o n t h e
recommendations, visit www.agplan.
ca.

by Art Joyce
In an era when texting seems
poised to shred what’s left of
language skills, Lucerne School
in New Denver is proving that
writing amongst kids is alive and
well. The school is hosting its ninth
Writers Festival from Monday,
April 18 through Thursday, April
21. A coffeehouse featuring both
elementary and secondary school
student work will be held Wednesday,
April 20 at the Silverton Gallery at
6:30 pm.
“There’s so much in the media
these days about kids not caring
about reading and writing anymore,”
festival coordinator Terry Taylor. “I
think what stands out for me more
than anything else is that the festival
has become such a rich part of the
culture in our school.”
Starting last year with the
inclusion of Governor-General
Award-winning visual artist Murray
Kimber, the workshops are being
broadened to include visual as well
as literary arts. Kimber returns this
year to teach drawing to elementary
classes and illustration to senior
students.
A songwriting workshop will be
taught by Dominique Fraissard, a
Rosebery resident who first attracted
widespread attention for his music
while living in Australia. Fraissard
has opened for Jack Johnson, John
Butler Trio, the Waifs, and Byrds
legend Roger McGuinn and was
a featured performer at the 2009
Salmon Arm Roots and Blues

festival. In past years, songwriting
has been taught by Helen Davis
and Bing Jensen of the Euphorics,
currently touring the Kootenays to
sold-out houses.
Contradicting the notion that
poetry in the digital age is dead,
slam poet queen Sheri-D Wilson
will offer senior students workshops
on slam/spoken word performance.
Known as the ‘Mama of Dada,’
she has almost single-handedly
lent legitimacy to slam poetry.
Dada was an early 20th century art
movement that made use of everyday
objects in odd juxtapositions and
was the forerunner of the Surrealist
movement probably best known

through the works of Salvador Dali.
Children’s author Andrea
Spalding will spend time with
elementary students on Wednesday
and read at the evening coffeehouse.
There’s a full program for the
younger kids at this year’s festival,
with clay, felt and puppet workshops.
“The participation level at the
festival is astonishing – it’s almost
90 percent at the elementary level
and it’s very high at the secondary
school level,” says Taylor.
This year’s festival is supported
by the Columbia Basin Alliance for
Literacy, Canada Council for the
Arts, and the League of Canadian
Poets.

submitted by Nelson Municipal
Library
With the referendum on library
services resolved, the discussion
is now turning to what new library
services will be delivered to residents
of Area H South starting this fall. The
library is talking with local community
organizations and residents to get input
on how the outreach library services
can best be delivered.
Area H South residents elected to
contribute to the library through local
taxation in exchange for all residents
having equal access to library services
without having to pay a membership
fee. Valley residents can choose either
the Nelson or Castlegar Library as
their ‘home library’ and with a BC

One Card, they can access all libraries
in BC.
Residents interested in making
Nelson their home library may want
to participate in upcoming discussions
about special services that will be
offered to Valley residents.
“During the community
consultation process prior to the
referendum, we heard that rural
residents sometimes find it difficult to
get to the library in Nelson,” explained
June Stockdale, chief librarian for
the Nelson Library. “We were asked
to explore outreach services such as
regular remote service, the ability to
order books online and have them
delivered to one or more locations in
the valley, a drop-off service, and to
offer training and programs in the rural
communities.”
One opportunity to give input is at
Winlaw School on Thursday, April 7
from 2:15 to 4 pm in the school library.
A second meeting will take place at
Winlaw School the following Thursday,
April 14 at 7 pm for those who may find
an evening discussion easier to attend.
Residents can also give input by
completing a survey, which can be
accessed via the library’s website http://
nelson.bclibrary.ca or by picking up
a paper copy at the Heritage Credit
Union, Sleep is for Sissies or Cedar
Creek Cafe.
“These discussions are part of the
library’s effort to create a strategic
plan for the next five years,” stated
Stockdale. “We are having wonderful
discussions about how the library can
support people to access and navigate
the emerging worlds of information
and technology and what that means
for rural residents and communities.”
The draft strategic plan will
be available for public review and
comment later this spring.

Lucerne School gears up for ninth Writers Festival

Slocan Valley South residents
asked for input on library services
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BC NDP leadership convention hits Nelson

by Dan Spring
The provincial New Democratic
Party leadership convention met at
the Best Western Hotel in Nelson
on March 24. The room was packed
wall to wall, and MLAs from all
over the province were in attendance,
along with five candidates who hope
to lead the BC NDP into the next
election.
Pre-election jitters rode their
way through the crowd on a herd of
handshakes and smiles. Yet it didn’t
lack authenticity. The members in
attendance were the party faithful,
and a genuine feeling of camaraderie
was palpable, for although the April
17 leadership vote may not be more
important than the election itself,
every individual in the room had
more power to determine who will
become premier than the average
voter. Such is the privilege of
membership in any party with half
a chance of winning.
All five candidates have
impressive histories relevant to their
leadership strategies. John Horgan
helped establish the Columbia
Basin Trust and Columbia Power
Corporation. He sees the flow of
public wealth to the powerful as
an agenda that needs to stop. Dana
Larsen, best known as a drug-reform
activist, founded the Vancouver
Medicinal Cannabis Dispensary.
His strategy focuses on drug law
reform, the reversal of privatization,
and opposition to Harper-style prison
growth. Adrian Dix helped save East
Vancouver Schools from tax cuts, and
has repeatedly championed children’s
and senior’s care. He focused on
remedying poverty and fostering
more equality in the province. Mike
Farnworth has worked extensively
to protect agricultural lands. He
asserted that, “land use is the basis
of everything,” including sustainable
mining. Nicholas Simons has
extensive experience in social work
and once served as health director
for the First Nations community in
Sechelt. He impressed with his soft-

spoken warm-heartedness.
Addressing the carbon tax issue,
Horgan revealed that one recently
opened plant in BC raised the
province’s total emissions by 3%,
but that corporations don’t pay the
carbon tax. “Industrial emitters are
going on with no changes in their
lives,” he said. “So far there have
only been changes in ours.”
All candidates agreed that
corporations should be taxed like the
rest of us for their carbon emissions
and the resulting revenue should
go to better transit systems across
the province. Larsen added that it is
important to make transit rides free
for British Columbians.
Candidates also largely agreed
on what needs to be done for the
agricultural industry. Most were
happy that the NDP had previously
been involved in creating meaningful
Agricultural Land Reserves (ALRs)
in BC, but were upset that there
hasn’t been solid support for smallscale and urban farmers since then.
Especially, the five wanted to see
a strong focus on regional food
security. Simons received applause
after recounting his recent fight
against laws preventing neighbours
from selling locally raised chicken
to each other. Horgan deplored
Liberal mega-dam flooding projects
that would turn farmland into lakes.
Larsen and Dix wanted to see less
ALR land being used for private
estates, or lying fallow. Farnworth
called for a comprehensive strategy
of sustainable agriculture.
Among the five, there was a
general frustration with Liberal
government cuts to early childhood
education and seniors’ care. Such
cuts, they said, only drove seniors
out of their homes and into more
expensive and less amenable care
options, like hospitals.
Dix characteristically impressed
with his statistical knowledge. “We
have the lowest senior care standards
in Canada,” he said. “We are 14
percent below the rest of Canada, and

submitted
On March 11, 2011, Japan was
hit by one of the largest earthquakes
ever recorded. The 9.0 magnitude
quake spawned a deadly tsunami
that slammed into the nation, leaving
a huge swath of devastation in its
wake. Thousands of people are
dead and many more are missing or
injured; almost half a million people
are homeless.
The New Denver Kyowakai
Society and the New Denver
Buddhist Church, both organizations
with close ties to our community and
Japan, have established a ‘Japanese

Earthquake Relief Trust Fund’ at
the New Denver Kootenay Savings
Credit Union. Each organization
has generously donated $1,000 to
the fund.
Donations to the fund will be
disbursed to assist with the provision
of relief and emergency services
to victims of the earthquake and
tsunami. Anyone wishing to make
a donation to the relief fund may
do so at the New Denver Kootenay
Savings Credit Union, Masterplan
Account No. 2478-6. Tax receipts are
available upon request to the New
Denver Kyowakai Society.

Japanese Earthquake Relief Fund set up at KSCU

25 percent below Western Canada.”
Larsen asserted that although
Liberal cuts to social programs seem
crazy, since they end up costing more
in the long run, there is a method to
their madness. “[The Liberals] are
neoconservatives and they don’t
want government to work because
it isn’t profitable,” he said. “As
NDP we have to call them out. They
want to dismantle every part of the
government and put it into private
hands.”
Perhaps the most interesting
question of the night is how the
NDP would fund expansions to
social programs and banks.
Everyone consented that it would
be essential to roll back tax cuts to
big corporations. Horgan wanted a
“Fair Tax commission” to make sure
that voters can prioritize health care
over a new roof for BC Place and a
new casino next door. Larsen wanted
to add 11 percent to income tax for

ULRIKE ZOBEL, LAWYER
PRACTISE RESTRICTED TO:
CRIMINAL & FAMILY LAW

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
208 Broadway St., Nakusp, BC

250-265-4372 • 1-877-265-4372

www.ulrikezobel.com
Serving the Arrow and Slocan Lakes

people making over a quarter million
dollars. Simons and Farnworth both
expressed support for getting the
most from BC resources, in terms
of value-added products, rather
than shipping raw resources out of
the province for manufacture. Dix
pointed out that in 2008, the Liberals
promised more banking jobs if we cut
taxes on banking institutions, but in
fact the opposite happened and we
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lost banking jobs to Ontario.
The end of the convention felt
a bit like the conclusion to a horse
race. The tour is a grueling stampede
around the province, and already
some of the candidates showed the
strain. Still, it is probably the best
way to figure out which person is
best suited to lead the NDP, since an
election will demand at least as much
energy from a premier hopeful.

ALL CANDIDATES
MEETING
For the May 2 federal election
SILVERTON MEMORIAL HALL
APRIL 13
7-9 pm
Come meet your candidates for
the BC Southern Interior riding:
Alex Atamanenko, MP		
Stephen Hill			
Shan Lavell			
Bryan Hunt			

NDP
Conservative
Liberal
Green

Co-sponsored by Slocan District Chamber of Commerce
and the Valley Voice
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Damage done
on back road in
Vallican

After the weekend of March
25-27, I’m left wondering about
the sense of decency and personal
responsibility of some people who
travel the back road in Vallican.
On this weekend, someone
who was driving way too fast left
the Slocan River Road and crashed
through the deer fence on our
property, destroying about 70 feet
of fence and nine fence posts, three
young Douglas fir trees, plus the
sturdy Highways sign that indicates
that the road goes from pavement
to gravel. The driver had the tools
to cut the wire and extricate the
vehicle from the fence. They then
were careful to pick up any evidence
that would link their vehicle to
the damage. They took with them
a section of fence wire and the
Highways sign.
We are left with the cost of
repairing the damage caused by a
thoughtless driver. But this time it
was property damage, not a human
life. Drivers need to SLOW DOWN
and obey the posted speed limit.
There are many drivers who travel
way above the speed limit on the
back road.
If you know anything about
this ‘hit and run,’ please contact
the RCMP in New Denver, or me
directly (250-226-7376).
Susan Hammond
Vallican

We too must
revolt

We Canadians need to stand up
and act! Citizens in other countries
are revolting in response to their
leaders’ lack of ethics.
We must refuse to vote for the
political parties that perpetuate the
sell-out of our freedom and rights to
corporations that don’t care if you

live or die as long as they profit.
Those parties survive primarily
through corporate support.
Economy is simply good
management of your domain – the
point being that good management
can come in many ways, and we
must always be aware of different
ways to manage our needs, just as
each household does. Neither the
Conservatives nor Liberals have any
sacred answers to the economy.
Vote for a party that wants to
represent our interests rather than
those of amoral corporations. Parties
wanting proportional representation
provide this! Conservatives refuse
to consider this, and Liberals take
no action either. This leaves us free
to vote for a party that we feel in our
hearts that we can trust.
A coalition could stipulate
a condition for proportional
representation.
Recently, Don Drummond,
former Deputy Minister of Finance,
gave a B+ to the Green Party for its
‘Vision Green’ policy document,
with a failing grade to the other
parties because of their lack of
detailed exposure of their economic
platforms. How can anyone manage
economics without a budget? How
can you trust someone who won’t
state how much you can be taxed?
I suggest that we would vote for
a coalition if we vote for anyone but
the two main parties. This would be a
very Canadian answer to the political
status quo. If this idea appeals to you,
hit ‘send all’ on your address list
and give others the confidence that
you believe in a Canadian ‘revolt’
that does not include the two big
corporate buddies.
Minority governments and
coalitions have historically provided
our best governance, so we can
only win by voting for a coalition,
and there is nothing to lose except
corporate control.
Eric Faulks
Hills

EDITORIAL / LETTERS POLICY

The Valley Voice welcomes letters to the editor and community news
articles from our readers.
Letters and articles should be no longer than 500 words and may be
edited. We reserve the right to reject any submitted material.
Please mark your letter “LETTER TO THE EDITOR.” Include your
address and daytime phone number for verification purposes.
We will not knowingly publish any letter that is defamatory or libelous.
We will not publish anonymous letters or letters signed with pseudonyms,
except in extraordinary circumstances.
Opinions expressed in published letters are those of the author and not
necessarily those of the Valley Voice.
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Goodell says
goodbye

As I prepare to retire as Librarian
of Nakusp Public Library, I would
appreciate the opportunity to offer a
deeply felt “Thank you” to the people
of the community.
I have loved being the librarian at
this sweet library. It’s been my dream
job. My sister and I used to play library,
and I’ve been able to play for real since
1979. I did take off nearly four years
when I coordinated and facilitated
literacy programs for Columbia Basin
Alliance for Literacy in New Denver,
but when Marilyn Misutka was going
to retire as librarian in Nakusp, I decided
that I had a chance to return. Luckily,
I was able to and was fortunate to
participate in the long-awaited and longneeded expansion and re-model.
Libraries are cornerstones of
democracy and celebrate diversity every
day. Everyone is welcome at public
libraries, no matter what income, dress,
age, or interest. I am thankful that our
government supports public libraries. I
am thankful for our wonderful patrons.
I can count on one hand patrons who
made me want to say, “Don’t mess with
me.” Ninety-nine percent of the people
who walk through the library doors are
appreciative, friendly, interesting and
interested.
The Nakusp Public Library’s board
of trustees has been an exceptionally
harmonious and hard-working team. Our
monthly board meeting always includes
a lot of laughing; it’s one meeting I shall
miss.
The staff of the library works as a
team and each person is dedicated, and,
again, fun to work with.
The Nakusp Public Library has
always relied on volunteers, and the only
way to describe my feeling for them is
“I love every volunteer.” Many have
become dear friends to me, and we share
our joys and sorrows.
I look forward to retirement, but
admit to mixed feelings. I shall definitely
miss the library folk. However, leaving
is made easier since our new librarian,
Sabina Iseli-Otto, is a jewel and is going
to fit in very well.
Over a year ago, I sent out a notice
to all BC public libraries to advertise
my job and I included the fact that I
was “one of the happiest librarians ever
anywhere.”
So, I say “Thank you, thank you,
thank you kindly” to our community
and leave with deep gratitude for having
had a job that I have treasured and that
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has helped me grow and learn and feel
fulfilled.
Evelyn Goodell
Hills

Response to
Stoney Creek
and area IPP
proposals

Several years ago Burton residents,
and for that matter, the West Kootenays,
sent a strong message to the decisionmakers under the Campbell government
that we oppose Independent Power
Projects simply because they, and the
Energy Plan, are not as green as claimed.
The same goes for the pristine Cupola,
Ventego and Alder Creeks near Golden;
the Glacier-Howser proposal; Burton’s
Caribou, Snow, Trout, and Goat Creeks;
the more recent Stoney Creek proposal
just north of Fauquier; as well as the
other 135 run-of-the-river proposals
throughout the West Kootenays. Here’s
why.
First, IPPs have no long-term
mission or plan. Under the guise of
‘minimal environmental impact,’
developers generally tend to keep their
proposals under 50 MW in order to avoid
environmental assessments.
Cofferdams, constructed to allow a
dry environment for project construction
lasting for several years, upset the
fragile ecological balance. Each dam
or weir forever blocks the natural flow
of nutrients essential to all aquatic life.
The construction of a head pond
behind each dam, to be dug out with
heavy machinery, has the potential
to leak oils in the creek bed, creating
toxicity for all aquatic life.
Construction activity removes
creekside riparian growth and habitat,
thereby increasing downstream water
temperatures – a critical factor for all
fish-bearing waterways.
The removal of forests for roads and
transmission corridors incrementally
increases greenhouse gas emissions – a
contributing factor to increased siltation
and global warming.
Construction of penstocks (pipes)
has the potential to lead to acid rock
drainage, which is toxic to all aquatic life.
Creek diversions and penstocks
leave only 10 percent of the water in the
original creek bed, which has detrimental
impacts on Blue Listed wildlife species
that have a history of not being able to
replenish themselves – their chances of
becoming extinct is ever increasing.
Once approved, IPPs are not held

accountable for unforseen environmental
impacts as a result of their actions or
inactions.
Let’s sum this up. For every action
there is a reaction. For every megawatt
of power produced by ruin-of-the-river
projects for human consumption, the
ecosystem suffers losses – in some cases
forever. The environment simply can’t
survive life-choking pilfering. Why is
the debate over dismantling existing
run-of-the-river generators south of the
border such a hot topic?
Second, we don’t need this kind of
power. Simple math will tell that if half
of the 800 provincial IPP applications
were to be approved at a rate of just
under 50 MW each, 15 million homes
could be served – ten-fold in today’s
value. Provincially, 134 IPPs already
have signed contracts while BC Hydro
has yet to power up all existing dams
and solve issues of ungenerated spillage.
Typically, the bulk of power produced
from creeks is generated during spring
run-off. During winter months when
power demand is highest, available flow
is lowest. Export market? California
already has a history of not paying BC’s
hydro bill – they’re broke.
Third, there are alternatives. The
science of geothermal is ever increasing;
it also increases the value of your home.
The cost of solar panels for hot water
heating is becoming less expensive and
should be considered for new and retrofit
housing developments. It also increases
home equity. On a broader scale, solar
and wind power have considerably less
impact on the environment.
England’s Thames River is a prime
example of Tidal Current Generation
producing a constant flow of energy
below the water’s surface. A partnership
in knowledge could be applied to BC’s
coastal regions.
And last – individual power
conservation. A plan to conserve
electrical consumption by 10 percent
can have a two-fold effect – a provincial
impact, and savings on your power bill.
The Arrow Lakes Environment
Stewardship Society, in collaboration
with West Kootenay Ecosociety,
Wildsight and the Council of Canadians,
have formed a Regional IPP Committee
in a united stand to say NO to all
Independent Power Projects and YES to
a moratorium on all IPPs in BC until they
are regionally planned, environmentally
appropriate, acceptable to First Nations
without attachment, and publicly owned.
Join us, keep BC beautiful!
Hans Dummerauf, ALESS chair
Burton
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It’s not about
reducing crime

In his most recent flyer, MP Alex
Atamanenko states that the Conservative
‘tough on crime’ agenda makes no sense
since it was tried and seen to fail in the
US, and the Canadian crime rate is going
down anyway. I would suggest that the
Conservative enthusiasm for longer
sentences, mandatory prison terms, and
prison sentences for more crimes has
nothing to do with reducing crime.
The US has an economically
important incarceration industry that
corporate interests want duplicated
in Canada. Patiently, step by step, the
Conservatives have been creating the
conditions for this – billions of dollars to
build more prisons, and ‘tough on crime’
legislation to ensure a huge increase in
the Canadian prison population. In the
US, private prison corporations have
their own trade fairs to attract businesses
that use sweatshops abroad. Gone are the
days of sewing mail bags; now inmates
have been hired at very low cost to do
dangerous jobs, like cleaning up the toxic
BP oil spill, highly technical tasks like
assembling missiles, and all points in
between. Private prisons are interested
in making a profit. That means they cut
corners on everything else, including
rehabilitation (bad for business, they
want returning convicts), medical care,
and the pay of their staff. In other words,
this is state-corporate business at its
ugliest – trafficking in human misery.
Of course the taxpayer will be paying
the private prisons, the transfer of
money from the taxpayer to corporations
being the goal of all serious Liberal and
Conservative machinations.
Also, the Conservatives are
an authoritarian sect which wants
Canadians running on fear, anger and
patriotism. They spend money on
propaganda to make us self-righteously
angry at criminals, see them as less
than human and therefore deserving
of any violations of their dignity or
well-being the prisons care to carry
out. The term ‘criminal’ is increasingly
broadened to include legitimate dissent
to frighten people away from exercising
their constitutional rights. Witness
the police state tactics at the G20
meeting in Toronto which were used
on innocent protesters and even passers
by. As the government increasingly
uses the international banker-created
deficit to justify “austerity” measures
imposed upon the rest of us, they expect
resistance at some stage. That’s another
contingency the prisons are waiting for.
So the answer to Mr. Atamanenko’s
understandable bafflement at
Conservatives taking on a failed US
policy towards reducing crime is that it
isn’t meant to reduce crime and never
was, either in the US or Canada. It’s
about intimidation, slavery and setting
the stage for corporate profits at taxpayer
expense.
Give Harper a majority in the
coming election and you will see all of
this, and so much more, manifest faster
than you would have believed possible.
Keith Newberry
Slocan

Vote your
conscience

Once again Canadians are engaged
in a federal election. Well, I hope they
are engaged. I hope that more than the
59 percent of the electorate show up to
the polls on May 2.
I hope – well, I could hope for a lot
of things regarding this election – but
I have the feeling those hopes would
be in vain.
Until we reform our electoral
system and adopt a form of proportional
representation, it is unlikely things
will change much. We will continue
to elect minority governments which
are actually the best outcome under
the circumstances. Because the Bloc
in Quebec has more power than they
should otherwise have due to the ‘first
past the post’ system, we will continue
to be mired in the political games we
currently witness. Of course, this will
result in the ongoing bad management
of our country and the ever-increasing
frustration of Canadian voters.
If Herr Harper and his Conservatives
actually gain a majority, it is likely it
will be far too late to undo the damage
he will do by the time we get a chance
to vote again, four or five years from
now. Harper is a trained economist and
therefore stuck in the capitalist notion
that economic growth solves all the
problems. Just keep making the rich
richer and enough will trickle down to
everyone below. I’m 64 years old and
I’ve heard this mantra all my life. It
simply doesn’t work. There are just as
many poor citizens in Canada now as
there has ever been, if not more.
How is it that a country as
geographically large as Canada, with
an incredible storehouse of natural
resources and a small but well-educated
population, could be over 500 billion
dollars in debt? The general answer
is very simple. Bad management.
Management not based on the common
good, but management based on keeping
a relatively small group of wealthy and
very powerful people getting richer and
more powerful.
For those of you who somehow think
this election is an unnecessary waste
of time and money, I suggest you ask
yourselves if you’d rather be in one of the
Middle East countries where people are
fighting and dying for a chance to vote.
I have one more suggestion. Vote
your conscience and not yours fears.
There will be a great deal of fearmongering in this election, especially
from Herr Harper and his Conservatives,
but if you vote your conscience and
vote for the party that has a clear and
sustainable vision of our way forward in
this troubled world, in the end, when all
the votes are counted, you will have some
peace of mind. You will be able to say you
voted, not just for what matters to you
now, but, also for what will matter to your
children and grandchildren and great
grandchildren. An intact life-support
system on a livable planet.
Yes, you’re right. I vote Green. It
gives me a chance to vote for something
positive and not just for the lesser of the
evils. It gives me that peace of mind I

mentioned. I can do my civic duty and
vote, but not for any of the tired old
parties bogged down in their tired old
games.
Michael Brown
New Denver

Jumbo Wild
vs. Jumbo
Development

The following is an open letter to
Daphne Bramham, in response to her
opinion piece in the Vancouver Sun titled
‘After 21 years, it’s time for a Jumbo
decision.’
Ah, the Jumbo Wild vs. the Jumbo
Development issue has made it to the
land of concrete and high rises where
the occasional audacious dandelion and
the big tree mural offer wild Nature to
the human milieu. And you, in a few
more than 150 words, have opined the
long and convoluted history of this ever
and always contentious issue. So be it.
In calling for a decision, your 10word declaration “choosing grizzlies
over skiers, or economic development
over the environment” rests only on
static legislated process. It fails, as the
long outdated processes fail, to consider
the ongoing organic and unpredictable
evolutionary processes that have taken
place in the last two plus decades, some
of which are: global glacier abatement
(easily seen in the photo you used of the
north face of the Horseshoe glacier);
plummeting skier numbers everywhere
(and resorts in receivership); amenity
migrants (those global citizens who
are relocating here questing for the
last vestiges of our unspoiled natural
environment); the ever unpredictable
avalanches that this year buried the
proposed sites of the resort village
and townhouses and the private lots
subdivisions (there are over 50 avalanche
chutes known along the valley and road
that public money would be responsible
for); the depressed and rapidly changing
worldwide economy; the rapid rise
in interest of ecotourism globally; the
alarmingly reduced recent grizzly bear
count (BC has declared grizzly bears
a species at risk); the many local small
business operators who now use the
Jumbo area in low impact ways and
their spinoffs (in both the East and
West Kootenay); the incursion of the
projected million plus annual resorters
to the immediate north of BC’s only
Wilderness Conservancy (one of the
suggested mitigation measures was to
build a high fence around the entire
resort to keep the resorters inside so they
wouldn’t impact the wild backcountry
outside the resort); ad infinitum, ad
nauseam, so on and so forth ...
For over a century, locals and
visitors have come to the Jumbo Valley
on the unmaintained seasonal road, to
where there never has been a permanent
development, to experience this Central
Purcells backcountry’s awe-inspiring
intact wild ecosystem.
Here, our human hearts soar with the
raptors. Our eyes feast upon the wetlands
low up to the glacial topped mountains
that wrap around us while our feet tread
the turf where grizzly bears walk and we
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sense knowingly that what the Ktunaxa
tell us is true – that this land is the home
of the spirit of that wonderful creature.
So you see Daphne, the decision
is really all about the above vs. another
industrial real estate development
on public land where the ‘beautiful
people’/ the world’s wealthy can make
another tax-deductible investment while
indulging in yet another latte and T-shirt
in yet another tea house at the end of yet
another ski lift… yawn.
Thus said, we thank the new Clark
government in the words of Scott
Mosser, a local singer/songwriter, “Keep
it wild, keep it free, keep it for eternity,
keep Jumbo wild forever.” And we thank
you for another kick at the can.
Rowena Eloise, Argenta
for the West Kootenay Coalition
for Jumbo Wild

Follow-up on
Rogers cell tower

First of all, we wish to thank
everyone who is supporting the Zaks
Road and surrounding area residents in
their goal to re-locate the proposed cell
phone tower by Rogers.
On December 4, 2010, Rogers gave
a select number of Zaks Road residents
30 days to comment on a proposed cell
tower location in their neighbourhood.
This meant that comments and concerns
would have been due by January 2.
We wrote to Sean Galbraith of the
Proliferate Group, the company Rogers
has hired to deal with public concerns, to
let him know that this deadline was not
going to work for two major reasons:
Christmas and the email provided by
Proliferate Group was not working.
Rogers then allowed an extension
for comments to January 31, 2011.
Please note that because there
is nothing in the RDCK Area K or
Village of Nakusp OCPs concerning
telecommunications equipment, Industry
Canada guidelines do not require Rogers
to hold a public forum. Rogers only has
to contact residents near the tower. This
is why most of Nakusp had no idea this
was happening. I believe both the Village
and RDCK are now in the process of
adding to their OCPs to address this
matter. During the comment time, the
residents of Zaks Road, the Village
of Nakusp, the RDCK and concerned
Nakusp citizens went to work: letters
were written, Industry Canada was
notified of all the activities through
emails, and a petition was started which
has garnered over 400 signatures (and
still collecting) opposing the proposed
site, and demanding the reasons why this
site was chosen.
Another email from Sean Galbraith
was sent on January 27, saying that
Rogers had not yet completed its
“additional review,” which was to look
at alternate sites for the tower. The email
said there would be another opportunity
to comment once the information from
Rogers’ additional review was available.
We have requested all the studies
done by Rogers leading to their decision
on the Zaks road location. We have
received nothing to date.
Then on February 2, we received a
very brief email notifying us that it would

probably be “a couple months” before
we heard anything more. A resident of
Zaks Road received a reply to her letter
on March 15, which said that Rogers
does “not anticipate going forward with
the tower location as proposed.” It says
that Rogers is “looking at the existing
Telus tower to see if that might work, and
at a minimum we would be proposing
re-locating the tower as far back on the
currently proposed property as possible.”
It said that when a new location was
selected, likely in a couple months, a
new notification package would be sent
to neighbouring property owners.
We would like to point out that
we have been less than satisfied with
Proliferate Group. Many letters written
by citizens of Nakusp were returned
to senders, many emails were not
acknowledged, and we were unable to
find much information on the Proliferate
Group. Their website is a splash page
with a contact email only. It is less than
reassuring to know that this company is in
charge of handling customers’ concerns
on behalf of Rogers. It is important to
continue sending emails to Proliferate
Group to address everyone’s concerns.
You can write to: Sean Galbraith at
sgalbraith@proliferategroup.com,
subject: FEEDBACK W2175.
Be aware that if your main concerns
are about health hazards, as most citizens
are, Rogers will refer you back to Health
Canada’s Safety Code 6, which stipulates
cell towers pose no threat to humans.
Safety Code 6 is antiquated but Health
Canada is not prepared to make any
changes, even though they have received
thousands of letters from citizens who
have gotten sick from living close to
cell towers. Health Canada remains with
the status quo although countries around
the world are re-visiting the danger and
effects cell towers have on humans and
animals. Your concerns about your health
should be addressed to: The Honourable
Leona Aglukkaq, Minister of Health,
Brooke Claxton Building, Tunney’s
Pasture, Postal Locator: 0906C, Ottawa,
Ontario K1A 0K9. It is important to
apply as much pressure as possible on
Health Canada to open dialogue and
revise Safety Code 6.
We’d also like those who still think
that this is ‘no big deal,’ to think again:
once Industry Canada puts its stamp of
approval on a site, like the proposed
one on Zaks Road, the towers are there
for life. You can never take them down.
Furthermore, there are no limits on how
many towers can be erected after the
first one. Potentially, Nakusp could be
staring at 10, 12 towers on the horizon,
and by then, it would be too late to do
anything about it.
Again, thank you to everyone who is
helping to find a more suitable location
for Rogers cell tower. We have never
been against the service. We know cell
towers are here to stay. We feel that due
to the geographic aspect of our regions,
surrounded by peaks and mountains,
there has to be a location away from
people’s homes and towns, and not in
a location where it will be an eyesore
for all to see.
Marie Wrede
Nakusp
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New Denver council, March 22: BC Hydro invited to April 26 meeting
by Michael Dorsey
• Staff informed council of the
response from BC Hydro’s Mary Anne
Coules regarding the January 7 power
outage. While Hydro’s incident report
“does not indicate any fault on BC
Hydro’s part ” they have nevertheless
offered some compensation. Customers

with homeowner insurance can get
their insurance deductible covered,
and customers without insurance will
receive an amount equal to the amount
advanced to insured customers. “To
maintain consistency with the treatment
of insured and uninsured customers,
the amount of funding available to

VILLAGE OF
NEW DENVER
NOTICE – ARBOR DAY
The Village of New Denver is holding an Arbor Day on
Thursday, April 28, 2011. We will pick up all yard and pruning waste that is placed at the curb by 8 am. Please ensure
that all branches are bundled and tied and all garden refuse
(leaves, etc.) is bagged. Absolutely no household garbage or
construction material will be picked up. Thank you for your
cooperation.

LAND ACT & MINES ACT
Notice of Intention to Apply for a
Disposition of Crown Land
FrontCounter BC Cranbrook has accepted an application
made by Silverton Transport Ltd. of Silverton BC (Box 70, VOG
2BO, Attention Stuart Nelson, Ph. (250) 358-2360), on behalf
of the Ministry of Natural Resource Operations (MNRO),
Kootenay Region, for a Licence of Occupation and Notice of
Work and Reclamation Program for the purpose of sand and
gravel extraction situated on Provincial Crown land approx.
11 km. South of Silverton BC (within mapsheet 82F083 in
DL 8428, KD accessed from Highway 6, point of reference
470226.61E 5524095.30N, zone 11).
The MNRO File Number that has been established for this
application is 4405124 (lands) and 1630554 (mines). Written
comments concerning this application should be directed to the
Natural Resource Officer at FrontCounter BC, 1902 Theatre
Road, Cranbrook, BC., V1C 7G1 or email to:
Authorizing Agency.Cranbrook@gov.bc.ca.
The Notice of Work and Reclamation Program can be viewed
at Service BC in Kaslo, Nelson and Trail. Comments will be
received by FrontCounter BC until May 20, 2011. FrontCounter
BC may not be able to consider comments received after this
date. Please refer to our website: http://www.arfd.gov.bc.ca/
ApplicationPosting/index.jsp Search by File Number:
(insert lands file number) for more information.

customers is limited to a maximum of
$1,000.”
Council directed staff to invite BC
Hydro to the regular meeting on April
26, which is open to the public.
• Wright reported on a meeting
with campground attendants Mel and
Gail Swanson to discuss the boat rental
proposal. He stated that the Swansons
were “excited” and noted that the
revenues would be a 50/50 split with
the Village. The Swansons suggested
the Village purchase one paddle boat,
one solid rowboat with electric motor,
and two kayaks – a single-seater and a
double-seater.
The Swansons also suggested
a ‘Summer Games’ that families
(community and visitors) could
participate in, and informed council that
John Lyver had donated a large burl for
use as a bulletin board on the washrooms,
and supported the idea of open stage
events. Mayor Wright, staff and the
Swansons will work on these ideas.
• Councillor Bunka reported that she
would be working with Co-op Radio to
produce radio spots covering council
and Village news. Her first interview
was Thursday, March 24. Bunka also
commended the Valley Voice on its
council coverage.
• Mayor Wright reported he would

be meeting with RCMP Staff Sergeant
Dan Seibel to discuss annual policing
priorities. Wright stated that Village
priorities were as last year’s, with
emphasis on drinking and driving, a
visible community police presence, and
enforcement of local bylaws.
• Councillor Murphy reported on
Recreation Commission #6 news, noting
the spring grant-in-aid session would
be held Wednesday, April 20, with
application deadline of Friday, April
15. Application forms are available at
Lucerne School, and New Denver and
Silverton Village offices. The appropriate
form must be used or the application will
not be considered.
• Council addressed a request for
permission to operate two rooms of the
new residence of Ulli and Jorg Becker as
a Bed & Breakfast May 1-Sept 30. The
Beckers’ daughter, Tisha, will reside in
the residence and would like to run the
operation as her summer job. It was
noted by staff and council that under
the present zoning bylaw, this cannot be
done. The Beckers will be informed of
their options, including applying for a
change of zoning.
• Mayor Wright reported on three
items of RDCK news.
The Province has offered
management and maintenance of the

Slocan Valley Rail Trail (Slocan to South
Slocan) to the RDCK. The Valley Voice
called Director Popoff to find out more
about this. Popoff has been informed
that the Province has put this on hold for
now because of the recent changes in our
provincial government (a new premier
and a cabinet shuffle).
The board has passed a resolution
to review transit scheduling with BC
Transit and other partners.
A review will be conducted of
the RDCK’s Information Technology
department.
• Council discussed a letter and
information package from UBCM,
seeking feedback on consideration of a
one-year trial period to allow campfires
in supervised commercial campgrounds
during the first phase of campfire bans.
This phase is defined as a “high fire
danger class.”
This information was referred to
Fire Chief Casley, who noted that “a
fire ban should be a fire ban” when it
is announced. Public confusion would
be significantly increased, and as the
volunteer fire department would be
obliged to respond to Silverton and
Rosebery campgrounds, the costs would
also increase.
Council passed a motion to not
support the trial period.

by Jan McMurray
The New Denver ambulance station
has been unable to provide service since
early February. The station has two
ambulance workers, but neither has
been able to take any shifts since early
February. Joe Matthews is on medical
leave, and Sara Rainford is home with her
baby while her husband is away working.
“We’re frustrated because we have a
sense of obligation to the community, and
we feel we have very little support from
BC Ambulance Service,” said Matthews.
“We haven’t heard from them at all as to
why we’re out of service.”
Recruitment and retention of
ambulance workers has been a constant

challenge in rural and remote BC
communities for quite some time.
Matthews and Rainford said that the
number of workers in the Kootenay
region has decreased dramatically in
the last few years. They believe this is
because there is no incentive for people
to join the service.
Before applying to be an ambulance
worker, a person must have paid for and
taken a $1,600-$1,800 EMR course. The
course will probably not be offered in the
person’s home community, so there will
be travel expenses as well. The hiring
process is onerous, taking about six
months. When finally hired, in remote
communities like New Denver, workers

are paid $2 per hour to carry the pager,
and a union wage when on a call.
Matthews and Rainford agree that
if a living wage could be made at the
job, recruitment and retention would no
longer be an issue.
In 2006, the lack of ambulance
workers in both Nakusp and New
Denver caused local politicians to get
involved and organize meetings with BC
Ambulance Service and Interior Health.
At a meeting in September 2006, BCAS
and IH committed to beginning a formal
discussion on “integration opportunities,”
where ambulance workers could make
a living by spending their standby time
working in health facilities.
Over four years later, it does not
sound like the integration model is very
close to implementation.
“Integration remains a priority
for BC Ambulance Service,” reported
BCAS spokesperson Kristy Anderson.
“BC Ambulance Service has established
working groups with individual Health
Authorities to examine regional
opportunities that may exist.”
She said the working groups are
examining all the details that need to
be carefully looked at, such as funding,
matching roles to skill sets, enhancing
skill levels, medical oversight, and labour
relations and human resources.
She indicated that the working
groups still need time to work through
all this, and added that implementation
timelines would probably vary from
region to region. Matthews and Rainford
encourage anyone interested in joining
the New Denver station to contact either
of them for information: Joe Matthews
358-2511 and Sara Rainford 3587277. They also encourage community
members to write to MLA Katrine
Conroy (katrine.conroy.mla@leg.bc.ca)
and the BC Ambulance Service (PO Box
9600 Stn Prov Govt, Victoria, BC V8W
9P1) with their concerns.

New Denver ambulance out of service

New Denver Lab/X-Ray Service Update
Interior Health wishes to update New Denver area residents about hours of
operation for lab and x-ray services at the Slocan Community Health Centre.
Drop-in blood clinics will take place between 8 am and 1 pm on the following dates:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Be advised that any response to this advertisement will be
considered part of the public record. For information, contact
the FOI Advisor at the Ministry of Natural Resource Operations
regional office.

Wednesday, April 6
Tuesday, April 12; Wednesday, April 13; and Friday, April 15
Tuesday, April 19 and Wednesday, April 20
Tuesday, April 26; Wednesday, April 27; and Friday, April 29
Tuesday, May 3; Wednesday, May 4; and Friday, May 6
Tuesday, May 10; Wednesday, May 11; and Friday, May 13

Routine X-rays will be booked between the hours of 12:30 pm and 2 pm on
the following dates:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Wednesday, April 6
Tuesday April 12; Wednesday, April 13; and Friday, April 15
Tuesday, April 19 Wednesday, April 20
Tuesday, April 26; Wednesday, April 27; and Friday, April 29
Tuesday , May 3; Wednesday, May 4; and Friday, May 6
Tuesday, May 10; Wednesday, May 11; and Friday, May 13

On days when regular service is unavailable at the New Denver site:
•
•

Emergency department patients requiring urgent lab testing will
be tested by the physician or the nursing staff.
Emergency department patients requiring urgent x-rays will be
redirected to alternate sites.

Interior Health regrets any inconvenience these periodic service changes
may cause.
Service hours will be posted at the health centre and updates will be provided
regularly as new information is available.

COMMUNITY

April 6, 2011 The Valley Voice

Nakusp and Arrow Lakes literacy programs celebrated
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submitted by Liz Gillis, CBAL
This week, April 2-9, is
International Adult Learners Week.
UNESCO started this annual event
in 2000 as a way to celebrate adult
learners and lifelong learning. Here
in the Arrow Lakes there is a lot to
celebrate.
Did you know that the Nakusp
CAP site receives over 4,000 visits
per year? The Nakusp CAP site is
open six days a week and offers free
access to the internet. “Visitors use
the site for all kinds of reasons,” says
Liz Gillis, Columbia Basin Alliance
for Literacy (CBAL), Adult Literacy
Program Coordinator. “Locals and
tourists come to the site for work
and education purposes as well as to

make personal, business and social
connections.” The CAP site also
provides printing, copying, faxing and
scanning services at a reasonable cost.
If you are just learning about
computers, the CAP site is a great
place to visit. Staff and volunteers can
help you on an individual basis or you
can sign up for Beginner Computer
class. Ingrid Fehler, CBAL’s computer
instructor, says, “We have designed
our classes for all types of learners.”
Beginner Computer classes are
starting again in April and the CAP site
will soon be offering new computer
workshops on topics such as digital
photography, social networking,
shopping and banking online.
Recently, CBAL received a

generous donation of used computer
equipment from the Computer for
Schools program. Staff member,
Chris Ewings, refurbishes the used
equipment and prepares the equipment
for donation. If you or someone you
know could use a recycled computer
(monitor, keyboard, mouse and tower),
please drop by the CAP site and sign
up. Since September 2009, CBAL
has donated more than 50 refurbished
computers to individuals and families
in the Arrow Lakes area.
The CAP site is more than a
place to use computers; it is a place
of learning. There are weekly English
as a Second Language classes and
one-to-one tutoring sessions for youth
and adults at the CAP site. If you are

looking for help with upgrading, test
preparation, reading, writing, math
or other learning needs, the CAP site
is a great place to get assistance and
information.
Have you read a good book lately?
The Books Everywhere program
provides free books and magazines to
borrow or pass along. There are seven
locations of the Books Everywhere
bins in Nakusp. The next time you are
visiting your doctor, enjoying a coffee
at a local coffee shop, or spending time
at the laundromat, look for the Books
Everywhere bins and pick up a book.
If you have used books and magazines
you would like to donate, please drop
off donations at the Nakusp Public
Library or at the CAP site.

“We work with incredible
community partners in the Arrow
Lakes area that support all of our
literacy programs and services,”
says Gillis. “We couldn’t offer these
services without assistance from
School District #10, Selkirk College,
Columbia Basin Trust, Nakusp Public
Library, and Arrow and Slocan Lake
Community Services.” She adds,
“Trained, community volunteers are
the backbone of all of the literacy
programs and like our community
partners, they are vital to our literacy
work.”
For more information about the
adult literacy programs in the Arrow
Lakes contact Liz Gillis 250-265-3538
or by email at lgillis@cbal.org.

submitted by Food-Farms-Community
group
The Food-Farms-Community
group of the Arrow Lakes Valley is
distributing a survey to every mailbox
from Edgewood to Trout Lake and
invites every resident to take a couple
of minutes to complete the survey and
reflect on food.
Food is a basic need. With declining
oil reserves, climate change issues
and domestic food security concerns,
the Food-Farms-Community group
feels it is imperative to support and
encourage sustainable agriculture in all
forms. Sustainable agriculture produces
abundant food without depleting
the earth’s resources or polluting
its environment. The Food-FarmsCommunity group strongly believes that
small farms and community gardens,
not corporate farming, is the answer to
creating vibrant communities and laying
the foundation to food security. Without
farmers there is no food security.
Food supply must be addressed
before discussing facilities for a yearround farmers’market, for processing and
preserving meat, fruit and vegetables, for
warehousing, for commercial coolers/
freezers, and for means of distribution.
Community input will encourage
farmers to look at ways to add value to
their products through processing and
preserving.
Approximately 6,000 people live in
the Arrow Lakes Valley. If we all look

at our plate and ask, “What on my plate
could have been produced locally?” the
answer will tell us what the demand
could be.
Before the lake was flooded, 80

percent of the food consumed in the
Arrow Lakes was produced in the valley;
now it is around 20 percent. The FoodFarms-Community survey will give us a
picture of where we are today and which

path to follow for the future.
Surveys may be dropped off at
What’s Brewing On Broadway or
Columbia Basin Trust office in Nakusp,
J&S Snacks in Fauquier, Edgewood

General Store in Edgewood or mailed
to 1209 Hwy. 6 South, Nakusp, BC
V0G 1R1.
For more information, call 250-2658265 or 250-265-3458.

submitted by BC Hydro
BC Hydro has recently posted
an improved online survey as part
of studies to understand water and
shore-based recreational use of Arrow
Lakes Reservoir and boat ramp use of
Kinbasket Reservoir.
The online survey asks questions
about reservoir recreation including
boat ramp use, frequency of recreational
activity, location, infrastructure
requirements, user demographics, and
level of familiarity with Arrow and
Kinbasket Lakes reservoirs. Alan ChanMcLeod, BC Hydro’s Columbia River
Water Use Plan Physical Works Lead,
said the information will help guide
future decision-making on recreational
improvements.
Data on recreational use is being
collected at established recreation sites
on Arrow Lakes Reservoir through
traffic counters, face-to-face surveys
with reservoir users, and online surveys.
Kinbasket boat ramp use data is being
collected through face-to-face surveys,
online surveys and traffic counters
installed at existing boat ramps.
“Last year, traffic counters installed
at established boat launch locations
recorded close to 24,000 boat launches at

Arrow Lakes Reservoir ramps between
October 1, 2009 and September 30,
2010,” said Erik Lees from LEES and
Associates, which is conducting the
study. “A total of 1,354 boat launches
were recorded at Kinbasket Reservoir
ramps between April 9, 2010 and
September 30, 2010.”
Study staff will be at randomly

selected Arrow Lakes and Kinbasket
reservoir access points from spring to
fall this year to continue face-to-face
surveys with reservoir users. To date a
total of 641 face-to-face surveys have
been completed as well as 39 responses
to the pilot online survey that operated
last year.
The Columbia River Water

submitted by Marilyn Massey, ALAC
The Arrow Lakes Arts Council
announces the second of two Community
Artists’ Concerts to be held on Sunday,
April 10 at the Bonnington Arts Centre
starting at 2 pm.
The first one was held in January,
and both of these concerts are fundraisers
in support of the Arrow Lakes Art
Council’s Concert Series, now 33 years
old. Because of government cutbacks
in both grants and gaming money, the
arts council hopes to raise enough funds
to carry on with the Concert Series in
the future.

Come on out and support your local
talented artists as they perform for you.
These artists all come from the Arrow
Lakes, and are pleased to showcase
their talents to help raise funds for
professional artists to come to the Arrow
Lakes in future. There will be a donation
jar at the door for your contributions
towards our future Concert Series. Doors
will open at 1:30 pm and it will be open
seating.
For more information, contact
alacnak@columbiacable.net.

Use Plan, now in its fifth year of
implementation, recommends a large
number of monitoring programs and
projects over 12 years to provide benefits
to a variety of non-power interests along
the Columbia River main stem, including
recreation, fish and fish habitat, wildlife,
vegetation, and heritage. The plan calls
for debris management, boat ramp
improvements, and recreation demand
studies on Arrow Lakes and Kinbasket
reservoirs to benefit boat recreation.
To participate visit www.arrowkinbasket-recreation-survey.ca.

Community group seeking input on local food security

BC Hydro survey seeks input on Arrow Lakes boat ramp use

Community Artists’ Concerts to
raise funds for Concert Series

Arrow Lakes Arts Council
COMMUNITY ARTIST CONCERT
Celebrating Arts and Culture
Week (April 10-17)
We are proud to honour our
local talent
Sunday, April 10
Bonnington Arts Centre
2 pm (doors open 1:30 pm)
No charge but freewill donations will be
accepted at the door

NOTICE TO
COMMUNITY CHARITABLE
ORGANIZATIONS & NON
PROFIT SOCIETIES
The NACF is preparing to distribute
annual spring grants to qualified nonprofit and charitable organizations
for projects that will benefit the
communities of Nakusp and area.
To ensure eligibility and to receive a
grant application, a letter of interest
describing your project must be
submitted to the NACF by April 29 to
Box 15, Nakusp BC V0G 1R0 or by
email to chwachka@telus.net
To find out more about the NACF
and to review our granting eligibility
criteria go to:
www.nakuspfoundation.com
or contact David Jackson 265-4818

To Celebrate
the Year of
the Cat...

The Nakusp Veterinary
Clinic will be offering
free tattoo
identification
and PALS will
be offering a 25%
subsidy on all cats
spayed and neutered
during the month of
April. If you live
between Edgewood,
Silverton and Trout Lake, you’re
eligible! Call the clinic at 250-2654442 or PALS at 250-265-3792. PALS
is also looking for plant donations for
our Mother’s Day Plant Sale, May 7!
WEEKLY SPONSOR:
Selkirk Realty

Kelly Roberts
(250) 265-3635
www.royallepage.ca

Nakusp, BC
250-265-3681
• LUMBER
• SIDING
• INSULATION
• ROOFING
• DRYWALL
• FLOORING
• HARDWARE
• GENERAL PAINT
• PLUMBING
• ELECTRICAL
• WOOD STOVES
• WINDOWS/DOORS
• SCAFFOLDING
• ENGINEERED FLOORS
• ROOF TRUSSES
• TOOL RENTALS
• AGRICULTURAL FEEDS
• GARDENING SUPPLIES
• GREENHOUSE
OPEN
8 am - 5:30 Weekdays
9 am - 5:00 Saturday

The Best Lumberyard
in the Kootenays
We deliver!
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Nakusp council, March 22: Council honours Librarian Evelyn Goodell for service
by Art Joyce
• Retiring Librarian
Evelyn Goodell appeared as
a delegation to present the

Nakusp Library’s annual report.
She said due to differences
in reporting, the Province is
showing higher circulation

Re-Awakening
Health Centre

320 Broadway St. Nakusp	 250-265-3188

25% OFF ALL
REGULAR PRICED
VITAMINS
ONE DAY ONLY –
WEDNESDAY,
APRIL 13

for 2010 than her figures
– 38,568 versus over 44,000.
There were a record-breaking
number of programs last year,
with an attendance of 777
in the childrens’ programs.
Current membership is 2,267.
Accessibility will finally be
improved if the historical
society succeeds in building
its addition. “Every category
showed an increase in 2010,”
she said. “The figures show the
community needs and wants
this library more than ever.”
Mayor Hamling thanked
Goodell on behalf of council
for her years of service.
“Evelyn has consistently
made the library one of the
smallest communities that
have taken out more books
than any other community.”
The mayor presented Goodell
with complimentary hot
springs passes as a token of
appreciation.
• Public Works Manager
Mike Pedersen was present to
answer questions of council and
to seek an answer regarding
danger trees on the beach. At
present BC Hydro prunes these
trees every four years to avoid
interference with transmission
lines. The options available
were to remove the trees and
replant elsewhere with funds
from BC Hydro or to have

staff maintain the trees. Mayor
Hamling asked if public works
felt this would be expensive.
Pedersen said the trees provide
valuable shade for the beach and
he didn’t see it adding unduly to
staff workload. Council voted
to have public works maintain
the tree pruning.
• The mayor asked
Pedersen for his opinion on
the Rotary Villa request for
snow removal priority on the
laneway clearing schedule. The
priority is set so that ambulance
and fire routes are cleared first,
said Pedersen. “As soon as
primary and secondary routes
are cleared, crews start on
the alleys, working from one
end of town to the other, so
essentially the Rotary Villa
gets plowed earlier anyway.”
Any changes in the policy
now might open the floodgates
for a lot of requests, he added.
Council voted to write a letter
to the Rotarians explaining that
the Village is unable to offer
preferential snow clearing.
• Mayor Hamling offered
an update on the new boat
launch, noting that a rumour
has been floating around
town that the project had been
cancelled. Hamling phoned BC
Hydro and found out they are
unable to drop the lake levels
this spring as much as they had

hoped. The old launch site will
be shut down next January for
removal and preparation for the
new one.
• Three readings were
given to Bylaw 632, Fees and
Charges Bylaw. Appendix
1 of the Fees and Charges
Bylaw outlines hot springs
fees. These fees have been
established by council policy
in the past; Acting CAO Linda
Tynan informed council that the
Community Charter requires
that they be set by bylaw. Tynan
also recommended that all
Village fees and charges, i.e.
utility rates, administrative
charges, development permits,
etc. eventually be added to
schedules of this bylaw to
simplify the process of
accessing fees and charges
within the municipality.
• The existing Hot Springs
Commission Bylaw was
rescinded and a new one, Bylaw
633, Hot Springs Commission
Bylaw, was read three times.
Acting CAO Linda Tynan
advised council that the existing
bylaw allows the commission
to set fees, but the Community
Charter prohibits council from
delegating this responsibility to
the commission. The new bylaw
states that the commission
can recommend user fees for
council’s consideration.

Councillor Hughes asked
if the bylaw meant that council
had to micro-manage prices
in the hot springs concession.
Tynan said no, the intent of the
bylaw is primarily to manage
service fees.
• Council discussed a
letter from UBCM seeking
feedback on a proposed oneyear trial of allowing campfires
in supervised commercial
campgrounds during the first
phase of campfire prohibitions.
Councillor Mueller thought
it was a good idea. Mayor
Hamling said her concern
was that it might require the
Village campsite manager to
have basic certification for fire
suppression. Council voted to
refer the matter to the fire chief.
• Councillor Mueller
brought forward information
from the Tire Stewardship BC
program, which is seeking
applications for its third annual
community grant program. The
program manages tire recycling
in BC and promotes innovative
ways of using recycled tires in
communities such as for lining
athletic tracks, playgrounds
and even in commercial
flooring. The mayor wondered
whether a tire crusher would be
needed and how to get it here.
Councillor Mueller offered to
research the matter.

Nakusp Musicfest brings economic opportunities to the Village
There still appears to be a
public misconception about the
operation of the Nakusp Music
Fest. The Nakusp Roots Music
Society is a registered charity and, as such, at any time
NRMS dissolves, all assets
of NRMS must be donated to
another registered charity. We
have a volunteer board of directors that oversees the Music
Fest in general. The board, in
turn, hires Octopus Productions (Willi Jahnke, President)
to produce the festival within
the guidelines of the board.
Octopus runs the day-to-day
business of the festival and employs 4.2 full time employees.
Our production year starts immediately after the weekend of
the festival and is a year-round
endeavor by everyone involved.
In addition to the board and
Octopus employees, we have
a volunteer group of area supervisors and, between us all,
we put in many hours to ensure
a smooth weekend of quality
entertainment that everyone
can enjoy. The Nakusp Music
Fest is very close to our hearts
and we have a passionate commitment to presenting the best
show we can.
The annual budget is approximately $1,000,000.00 and
some of our larger expenses
are entertainment, security,
advertising (which includes promotion of Nakusp & area), site

rental and the rental of tents,
tables, chairs, fencing, stages,
porta-potties. Due to the economic downturn in the last
couple of years, we have failed
to break even in 2009 and 2010,
despite reducing our costs accordingly. In addition, in July
we will lose the rental income
from the Ambulance, which is
a part of the office building we
purchased a few years ago.
This year will be a significant
year as to whether we will be
able to continue with the festival
in 2012 and beyond.
We believe the festival is a huge
economic boost to our area. In
a recent casual survey of Nakusp downtown merchants, we
were told that most merchants
experienced an increase in
sales of up to 300% over other
summer weekends. Some said
the impact of the Music Fest
was “huge” and “made their
summer.” Many have found that
tourists are staying longer periods of time (ie: 7-10 days) and
return to Nakusp after discovering the area from attending the
festival. Other tourists may visit
from hearing about the area
from friends attending the festival. The majority of merchants
stated that, since the Mud Bogs
no longer happen, slo-pitch isn’t
as large as it used to be, the
loss of Music Fest would have
a serious negative impact on
their business.

Throughout the years, we have
donated $10,000 to Chamber
of Commerce to keep the info
centre open; sponsored $1000
towards the upgrade of the
PA system in the auditorium;
purchased lawn sweeper & top
dresser ($27,000) to be used
jointly between the Village and
School for field maintenance.
In addition, we provide 2 annual
school bursaries of $1,000 each
and donate over $10,000 to
local non-profits by way of Music Fest Tickets/Merchandise
for their fundraising activities.
Our advertising budget (BC &
Alberta) is in excess of $70,000
and focuses not only on the
festival, but promotes Nakusp
and area attractions. We feel
the Village of Nakusp and surrounding areas benefit from
Music Fest – not only during the
festival weekend, but throughout the year.
This year, we are applying for
the CBT Community Initiative
Funds. The majority of the
funds will be used to purchase
commercial tents for the festival, which will reduce our rental
costs. These tents would also
be available for rent to the
public, with discounted rates for
non-profit societies. NRMS also
oversees our community radio,
107.1 FM The Arrow. A smaller
portion of the funds would allow the radio to move to the
former Ambulance building as

the radio currently has no real
home. The funds would cover
the cost of an engineer to move
and upgrade the transmission
tower (which would provide for
a greater broadcasting range),
a small reno, and furnishings.
The move would provide space
to produce more local programming, documentaries and talk

shows concerning local issues
and, in general, the opportunity
for greater local participation in
the programming.
We would like to thank everyone for your continued support
throughout the years. Please
vote for our future at the upcoming Community Initiatives Vote.

Win a chance to meet Kevin Costner backstage
before his Nakusp Music Fest performance in July!
Name three of Music Fest’s highest expenses (hint: read
the article in this paper about Music Fest!)
1. ____________________________________
2. ____________________________________
3. ____________________________________
Name: ___________________________
Address: _________________________
Phone # __________________________
Drop off your entry to our office at 619 Broadway St.,
Nakusp or mail it to Music Fest, Box 559, Nakusp, B.C.
V0G 1R0
One entry per person
Contest draw is at 4 pm on April 18, 2011 – Good luck!
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Greenhouse feasibility study inspires local farm expansion
by Jan McMurray
Inspired by the Healthy Housing
Society’s ‘Building a Healthy
Economy in the North Slocan Valley’
forums and the findings of the North
Slocan Community Greenhouse
Feasibility Study, Lone Mule Farms in
New Denver, owned by Mick Wilson
and Ruth Tichenor, is expanding.
Wilson has been farming on the
Graupe property in Denver Siding
for nine years, and has been growing
potatoes on Cole Harris’ property
for two years. He has decided to
add a year-round greenhouse to his
operations at the Graupe property,
and to experiment with growing
vegetables other than potatoes on the
Harris farm. He is currently building
a fence around one acre on the Harris
property.
The greenhouse will not go
into production until spring 2012.
This season, he plans to build the
greenhouse and to do market research
to determine what vegetables to grow.
He has decided not to grow bedding
plants, as he feels this market is
adequately covered.
Wilson was a volunteer member
of the team that developed the North
Slocan Community Greenhouse
Feasibility Study, now available to
the public at www.slocanlake.com
and in hard copy at the Valley Voice
newspaper office in New Denver.
“My involvement on that team
definitely helped with my decision to
add a greenhouse to my operations,”
said Wilson.

The idea of pursuing a community
greenhouse came out of the Healthy
Housing Society’s ‘Building a Healthy
Economy in the North Slocan Valley’
project. Out of a long list of project
ideas for community economic
development in the New Denver area,
greenhouses came out on top.
Following the conclusion of
the ‘healthy economy’ forums, a
greenhouse steering committee was
organized. The group then approached
the Columbia Basin Trust to fund a
feasibility study to assess whether
a community greenhouse would be
economically viable in the North
Slocan. Marcy Mahr from Hills was
hired to lead the project and she,
Wilson, Jeff Pilsner, Ana Bokstrom
and George Meier co-authored the final
report. The feasibility study looks at a
community-based producer/consumer
co-op model for the greenhouse.
Although Wilson’s greenhouse
does not follow the model put forward
in the study, he acknowledges that
the study and the ‘healthy economy’
forums were the impetus for adding
a new year-round greenhouse to his
farm operations. “Being involved
helped show that there was a demand
in the community,” he said. “I want
to thank the Healthy Housing Society
for initiating these projects and Lynda
Lafleur from the CBT for funding
them.”
Wilson’s greenhouse and farm
expansion are a private venture and
will be financed by his business. He
has purchased a second-hand, 20’

submitted by Lois Lawrence
In sub Saharan Africa,
grandmothers are struggling to raise
their orphaned grandchildren because
so many of their own children’s
generation have died of HIV/AIDS.
Grassroots Grammas have taken root
in the Slocan Valley to help these
African grandmothers. On Wednesday,
April 20 at 7 pm, everyone is invited
to join the Grassroots Grammas at
the Passmore Lodge for their first
community event.
By registering with the Stephen
Lewis Foundation (SLF), this local
group now joins 240 groups of
Canadian grandmothers helping the
thousands of grandmothers in 15
African countries with much needed
community-level support, such as
food, housing grants, school fees
for their grandchildren and grief
counselling.
Come out to meet the members
in a social atmosphere. The highlight
of the evening will be a slide show
presentation by Cynthia QuinnYoung, a founding member of
Nelson Grans to Grans, about her
trip to Swaziland, Africa in May
of 2010. Cynthia was one of 42
delegates, representing the Canadian
Grandmothers Campaign and the SLF,
to witness the first-ever gathering of
1,500 African ‘Grandmothers for
African Grandmothers’ whose lives are
affected by the HIV/AIDS pandemic.
The evening event also features
refreshments, displays, and the group’s
first sale items. Grassroots Grammas

are proud to unveil the beautiful
artwork generously donated to the
group by Ann Swanson Gross.
There are plans to make various
fabric creations to sell locally. The
Grammas welcome contributions of
new, or nearly-new, flannelette and
interesting cotton or blends. To donate
fabric, or for more information, call
Lois at 250-226-7312. New members
and/or volunteers are always welcome.
Admission to the April 20 event
will be by donation. Passmore Lodge
is located on the old Passmore frontage
road.

Grassroots Grammas take root to
assist African AIDS kids

Employment
Opportunities
Now accepting applications
for all positions
Please send resume to
shopnewmarket@gmail.com or
mail to Box 254, New Denver,
BC V0G 1S0

by 100’ hoophouse greenhouse. This
season, he plans to pour a foundation,
put up the structure, and set up a
heating system for it, most likely
wood. Next season, it will go into
production. “It will look like the cold
frame greenhouse I already have in the
field, but it will be double walled and
heated,” he explained.
Wilson acknowledges that there is
still room for an individual or group
to carry through with the greenhouse
venture outlined in the feasibility
study.
Mahr agrees. “The feasibility
study is full of great ideas for people
looking for niches to explore. It’s the
right time to invite area entrepreneurs
as well as people from the community
to read our feasibility report and
help fill an important niche in our
community,” Mahr said.
According to a food survey of area
residents conducted by the community
greenhouse group last summer, 83% of
the respondents indicated that locally
grown produce is very important to
them and their family; and 90% said
they would buy more locally grown
food if a greenhouse could provide
fresh produce earlier in the spring
and later into the fall. “Another
encouraging finding from our research
was that customer demand for fresh,
local food exceeds supply. Retailers
said ‘you produce it, we can sell it’.
I think that’s good news for growing
greenhouse crops and for anyone
wanting to grow more food in our
area,” added Mahr.
The total footprint of the
greenhouse facility as proposed
in the feasibility study would be
approximately 12,000 square feet
for the purposes of operating a
commercial vegetable, fruit, and

bedding plant production facility
specializing in extended season
growing. The analysis assumes using
approximately one-quarter acre of
land in or around the villages of New
Denver and Silverton.
According to the feasibility
analysis, the projected capital costs
total approximately $75,000. Large
capital expenses include the two
greenhouses; potting and equipment
shed; market stand; wood furnace;
ventilation system; lighting; electrical
services; and irrigation and equipment
costs. The annual operating cost is
expected to be around $45,560 which
includes a salary for a greenhouse
manager, utilities, transportation, and
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the lease of land.
The analysis affirms a community
greenhouse would be a viable
investment, especially if the initial
infrastructure costs of $75,000 are
paid off within the first three years
with a substantial source of funding.
In terms of financial feasibility, partial
funding of 50 percent at $37,500 will
reduce the overall payback time of
16 years to 8 years. Full funding of
the infrastructure costs will eliminate
this debt, and allow the community
greenhouse to begin to utilize its
reinvestment potential of an estimated
$4,700 per year.
Read the study at www.slocanlake.
com or the Valley Voice office.
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Cup and Saucer hosts Big Bubba Cook and Ben Sures
decided early to become a musician and
established The Green Wynos as vocalist,
guitarist and songwriter, crafting a sound
that was quasi-Celtic, “sort of punk and
always a bit quirky.”
Cook struck out as a solo artist in
1996, while simultaneously helping
establish and coordinate The Gathering,
a multi-cultural and wilderness festival.
His debut effort, Evil Monkey Ice Cream
Truck, was a diverse collection of songs
and spoken word – a unique blend of
electronica and ‘hillbilly jazz.’ This

was followed by The Vampire Tree, a
concept album about a troupe of vampire
circus performers travelling through the
Kootenays. The Devil’s Rodeo Clown Son
follows in the conceptual vein, working
in gritty characters in the familiar yet
alien landscape of the desert. A sequel
picked up this theme for The Mosquito
Rider, telling the story of the Devil’s
second rodeo clown son. Big Bubba has
performed his music and spoken word
on CBC Radio Daybreak and North
by Northwest programs. He has shared

PHOTO CREDIT: Art Joyce

by Art Joyce
To quote Monty Python, “and now
for something completely different…”
Musician and spoken word artist Troy
‘Big Bubba’ Cook and songwriterguitarist Ben Sures will be featured at
the Cup and Saucer in Silverton, April
13. Door opens at 7:30, show 8 pm.
Admission is $10.
Big Bubba Cook is a fifth-generation
Rocky Mountain coal miner who grew
up in a household permeated by the
sounds of Elvis and Charley Pride. He

the stage with The Rheostatics, Stephen
Fearing, Ken Hamm and many others.
Bringing the audience back to Earth
will be singer-songwriter Ben Sures,
known for his work on the CBC Radio
program The Irrelevant Show, as well as
interviews on Vinyl Café, Morningside,
Madly Off in All Directions and other
shows. Sures is the winner of the 2005
John Lennon songwriting contest and
the International songwriting contest. He
says he “was raised at the Winnipeg Folk
Festival, the West End Cultural Centre,”
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the dinner table of his music teacher
Mitch Podolak, and on his mother’s
record collection of Neil Young, Muddy
Waters, Thelonius Monk, Tom Waits and
Lyle Lovett.
According to his website, Sures
offers “a unique perspective, a great
story, good melodies and heartbeats
are what make up this artist’s engaging
performance.”
For more information visit http://
bigbubbacook.com or http://bensures.
com.

The Euphorics returned to the Silverton Memorial Hall for an appreciative capacity audience April 2, performing their own arrangements of
original songs and a selection by The Beatles, CSNY, Sting, and many other crowd pleasers.

Bosun Hall to be prettied up by May Days
by Jan McMurray
New Denver ’s May Days
celebration will be extra special
this year with a beautiful new
front façade on Bosun Hall. The
Lucerne Association for Community
Education (LACE) has hired Don
Tilden of Burton Woodworks to
manage the project, with Willy
Malloy, Hugh Hopkins and Lloyd
Coates on the team.
The stucco has been removed
from the façade, revealing the original
cedar boards. These will be covered

with cream-coloured HardiPlank
siding, which looks like wood
although it is made of both wood
and cement, and is easy to maintain.
Currently, there is one single door
and one double door at the front.
When the project is complete, there
will be brand new double doors only.
The double doors will be made of
fiberglass, but will look like wood.
This entranceway will be protected
by a decorative balcony above the
doors, jutting out eight feet to create
a covered walkway into the building.
The balcony will not be used as a
balcony – its purpose is to create an
esthetically pleasing and weatherprotected entranceway.
The two large windows on the
façade will be replaced with windows
that can be opened, improving air
flow in the building. With the front

and back doors and windows open,
Tilden says the effect will be like air
conditioning.
A new double door will be
installed on the wall between the
stage and the kitchen. Trim on the
windows and doors will be in greyblue and cranberry.
Although work must stop when
Bosun Hall becomes the area’s
advanced polling station April 23-26
and polling station May 2 for the
federal election, Tilden is hoping to
have the job finished by the May long
weekend.
The project is funded by
Columbia Basin Trust, Donation
Store, Recreation Commission #6,
May Days Committee, Kootenay
Savings Community Foundation,
Area H, Village of New Denver and
Columbia Power Corporation.

New Denver’s Bosun Hall is undergoing a facelift.
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Jaclyn Guillou brings jazz stylings to Silverton Gallery
10 on The Province newspaper’s
playlist during the Olympics. She
was a feature act in the 2009/2010
Best of BC music series, and has
toured in BC’s most recognized
jazz clubs and festivals with sold-

out shows at Cellar Jazz Club,
Hermann’s Jazz Club, Vernon Jazz
Club, Jazz Vespers Vancouver and
the 25th anniversary 2010 Vancouver
International Jazz Festival. Not bad
for a young woman still in her 20s.

PHOTO CREDIT: Art Joyce

by Art Joyce
If your idea of a great evening
out is an intimate setting with the
smooth vocal stylings of a rising
young jazz singer, then mark your
calendar for April 7. That’s when
Jaclyn Guillou will return with her
jazz quintet on the launch tour for her
debut album To the City. Showtime
is 7:30 pm.
G u i l l o u ’s b a n d h a s a n
international flavour, with New
York vibraphonist Tom Beckham,
Portland pianist Randy Porter,
Vancouver bassist Michael Rush and
Toronto/Vancouver drummer Joe
Poole. BC born and raised Guillou
(pronounced Ghee-you), is based in
Vancouver.
To the City is comparable with
crossover artists and female jazz
singer-songwriters such as Melody
Gardot and Madeleine Peyroux.
Besides her own songs, Guillou is
known for her original arrangements
of classic jazz numbers by Peggy
Lee, Sarah Vaughan and Nancy King.
Her influences range from the queen
of the blues Dinah Washington,
passionate Diane Reeves, folk
singer-songwriter Martin Sexton
and Brazilian legend Elis Regina.
Guillou strives to merge the sound
of deep jazz roots and hip modern
sounds to appeal to music lovers of
all sorts.
Diana Krall, move over. Guillou
is the recipient of a CBC Galaxie
Rising Star Award from the 2009
Vancouver International Jazz
Festival, and was chosen as top

Danika Hammond and Marlowe Nicholson performed four short plays at the Silverton Gallery
April 1 to a full house. Proceeds after costs will go toward Japanese earthquake victims.
Hammond and Nicholson displayed a natural flair for acting and carried off their roles flawlessly.

After 13 years as owners of Valhalla Inn, Joan and Albrecht have sold the business. The new
owners, from the coast, take over April 15. Joan and Albrecht plan to take a break and spend
some time at home in Silverton before focusing on their snowmobile and ATV tour business.

As a Steinway artist, Randy
Porter draws from a rich palette
of sonorities found within his
imagination and the depths of the
piano. Vibraphonist Tom Beckham’s
approach is “reminiscent of older
band leaders like Paul Motian and
Chico Hamilton, but Beckham’s
work has a sound all its own –
which is what jazz is really about,”
writes rhapsody.com. A protégé
of Oscar Peterson and many other
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top Canadian musicians, drummer
Joe Poole has a style deeply rooted
in jazz tradition, with the ability
to experiment freely in modern
grooves. Double bassist Michael
Rush brings his virtuoso abilities
to bear as composer/arranger and
a musician versatile in jazz, blues,
salsa, rock and folk.
Tickets are $15 at the door.
For more information visit www.
jaclynguillou.com.
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Slocan Valley Easter bunny hop at Passmore Lodge invites kids of all ages
submitted by Slocan Valley
Recreation
Kids are invited to a special preEaster event coming up in the Slocan
Valley. Slocan Valley Recreation and
the Grade 12 grad class from Mt.
Sentinel School will be hosting the
eighth annual Easter Bunny Hop at
the Passmore Lodge on Sunday, April
17 starting at 1:30 pm.

WANTED
TO BUY:

CEDAR AND
PINE POLES
John Shantz
• 250-308-7941 (cell)

Please contact: Gorman
Brothers Lumber Ltd.

250-547-9296

There will be a variety of Easter
bunnies leading in games, Easter
crafts, a bunny snack and of course,
the Easter Egg hunt. The Mt. Sentinel
students will be running all the
activities during the afternoon with
the help of a senior or two. Kids of all
ages are welcome to come join in the
fun, so parents bring the young ones
and grandparents grab the grandkids,
because we want you all there.
Admission for the event is $5
per child with proceeds going to the
Grade 12 grad class. It promises to
be a multi-generational afternoon to
remember. The Passmore Lodge is

Would you like to
learn how to knit?

The Valley Voice April 6, 2011

located on the Old Passmore Road
which runs parallel to Highway 6.
Watch for the colourful signs should

you feel lost.
To help event organizers, please
let us know you’re coming before

April 13. Slocan Valley Recreation
requests that they be contacted at 250226-0008 if you’re planning to attend.

by Jan McMurray
If you’re looking for an enthusiastic,
energetic, multi-talented, multi-skilled,
hard-working, reliable person to help
with just about anything you could
think of, Sondra Krajewski of Peacock
Collective in Nakusp is the one to call.
Sondra does eco-friendly
housekeeping, yard and garden
maintenance, de-cluttering, general
labour, carpentry, creative projects, home
check-ins, personalized shopping and

driving…the question really is: What
does Sondra NOT do?
“I’m dabbling, and I love it!” says
Sondra with a sparkle in her eyes. “I
enjoy doing so many different things,
so I asked myself, ‘how can I put it all
together into one collective?’ That’s how
Peacock Collective got started.”
The business is just three months
old, and already Sondra has done
housekeeping, de-cluttering, and cement
work, and has built a sandwich board

sign for Studio in Balance and designed
the community information kiosk.
“I would encourage anyone who
needs an extra hand with anything at all
to call me to see if I can help,” she says.
She has her own tools and carries WCB
insurance for housekeeping, landscaping
and handyperson jobs, so she can offer
her services to contractors as an insured
helper.
Sondra has picked up her skills
and talents through a very varied
background. Originally from Germany,
her family emigrated to Canada when
she was nine years old and settled on a
hobby farm in Edgewood. As an adult,
she lived in Vancouver, where she
worked for a fire and flood restoration
company. She lived in the Okanagan,
where she worked for a professional
cleaning company. In Vernon, she got her
Community Support Worker Diploma
and Community Mental Health and
Addictions Certificate. She worked as
a rehabilitation assistant for people who
had been in car accidents, implementing
cleaning, occupational therapist and
physiotherapist programs for patients
upon their release from hospital. She
took a job with Interior Health as a life
skills worker and worked with elderly
people with Alzheimer’s and Dementia.
Then she moved to Lumby, where she
became a youth program coordinator.
Three years ago, she moved to
Nakusp. “The beautiful Kootenays
have always had my heart,” she says.
“I’ve been exposed to many different
lifestyles, and this is the one I value
most – where there is clean air and water,
and a really supportive community. This
is what I want for myself and my three
sons.”
Her first year and a half in Nakusp
were challenging because it was difficult
to find work. “So I did everything that
came my way. It was a great foundation
for what I do now, because I had to be
creative, flexible, and do a variety of
things. I look back on that and appreciate
the small opportunities that built the path
to the Peacock Collective,” she said.
Then the opportunity arose for
Sondra to take the Carpentry Foundation
program at Selkirk College in Nakusp.
“That was a huge opening door for me.
It gave me new direction and new skills
– I had always wanted to learn about
building.”
Sondra loves learning, and sees
many opportunities to learn through
Peacock Collective. “I want to learn
more about gardening, so would love
to help an experienced gardener. I want
to learn more about alternative building
and alternative energy, so I’d love to
be involved in those kinds of projects,”
she says.
Sondra is also an artist – a painter
and photographer. Check out her cards
at the Paddy Shack, Middle Earth Café
and the Wee Gallery in Passmore.
In closing, Sondra said, “The biggest
misconception is that it’s a luxury to have
extra help around the house. It’s really
important that people allow themselves
to have that service. Hire me for a couple
of hours so that you can spend some time
enjoying the Kootenay lifestyle – that’s
why we’re here.”

Peacock Collective offers eclectic array of services

Come to the knitting and
gnome-making workshop!
Date: May 1
Time: 10:00 am
at Lucerne School in
the Nursery School
room.
$10 covers materials
Call to register:
250-358-7768 or 250-353-1214

Sondra Krajewski of Peacock Collective has a wide range of skills.

THUMPER

He’s a 2-year old
neutered Lab cross,
good with other dogs,
farm animals and young
kids. To inquire about
adopting or fostering
Thumper, please call
KAAP at 250-551-1053
or visit our web site.

Spring
Perm &
Colour
Special
April 5-16
15% off
Book your
appointment now!
250-265-3424

peacock
collective
organic housekeeping

ueco

friendly housekeeping uyard & garden
maintenance ugeneral labour work uWCB insured trade
worker’s helper upost renovation clean up uorganization
& de-cluttering in home or shop uhelping hand with
carpentry & alternative building projects uhome checkins and visit preparationsu
Gift Certificates available
Serving Nakusp Burton New Denver Silverton
reliable & fully insured

Sondra Krajewski

250.265.8479

www.peacockcollective.ca

Kootenay-Columbia candidates appeal for your votes

Betty Aitchison

Betty Aitchison
Liberal

Betty Aitchison grew up in Trail/
Rossland and has lived in Kimberley
for many years – this is where she and
her husband raised their family. Her
background is in community work,
particularly with developmentally
delayed people. “I am interested in
community development and have
tried to serve my community as best I
can,” she said.
Aitchison was the KootenayColumbia Liberal candidate in the
2008 federal election as well. She has
followed politics ever since she can
remember, and has been a Liberal since
high school. She has been involved
with the Liberal Party’s constituency
office in Kimberley for many years.
Education, starting with a well
thought out and well funded national
daycare program, is a key election issue
for Aitchison, as is sustainable funding
for Women’s Centres. She also wants
to see programs for soldiers suffering
from Post Traumatic Stress Disorder.
“These programs should be in place
before making the decision to take on
such a responsible action on behalf of
a country and their citizens,” she said.

The NDP candidate for KootenayColumbia in the 2004 and 2006
elections, he decided to run as an
Independent this time “because our
Party-based system is failing to
represent the people it claims to serve.
It’s all about political games and
posturing now.”
One of his campaign themes is
political accountability. “I want to
know why the local Conservative
campaign participated in the ‘in and
out’ financing scheme during the
2006 election and why Mr. Abbott’s
Official Agent failed to appear before
a Parliamentary Ethics Committee in
2008,” he says. He also wants to know
why Stephen Harper forced every
Conservative MP to vote in favour
of the HST for BC, and why Abbott
voted for it without even asking his
constituents if they wanted the new tax.
Bush wants to re-negotiate the
Columbia River Treaty with the United
States. Formal notice to re-negotiate
can be given on September 16, 2014.
“Modernizing the 50-year-old treaty
to prepare for climate change and our
own fresh water needs is critical, and
extensive consultation and dialogue
must be part of the process,” he said.
“It’s time to send an Independent
voice to Ottawa to shake things up,”
Bush concluded.

Mark
Shmigelsky
NDP
William Green
Green

Brent Bush
Independent

Brent Bush was raised in Nelson
and Kelowna, and graduated from
Simon Fraser University with a BA in
Political Science in 1987. He served in
the Canadian Armed Forces 1989-90.
Since 1992, he has been a letter carrier
with Canada Post, and is a Health and
Safety representative for the Canadian
Union of Postal Workers.
Bush has been chair of the
Kimberley Affordable Housing
Committee since 2007 and volunteers
for Kimberley Community Boxing Day
Dinners. In the past, he was involved
with the Search and Rescue society and
the food bank in Kimberley.
He has been married to his wife,
Grete, for 21 years. His hobbies include
motorcycling, camping, fly fishing and
martial arts.

community-based environmental
assessment.
A member of the Green Party and
a supporter of the Green vision for a
‘smart’ economy, strong communities
and true democracy for many years,
Green is keen to discuss the Party’s
comprehensive policies on the
economy, health care, international
relations, climate change, the
environment, education, communities
“and everything that people in this
riding care about.”
Green said: “We face a particular
challenge in this riding in creating
economic, educational and other
conditions that will allow young
people to support themselves in our
communities. Many who would like
to live here can’t due to economic,
educational or other reasons. We need
to work together to find solutions.”

Mark Shmigelsky

Bill Green

Brent Bush
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William Green was born in
London, Ontario, spent his youth in
Hamilton. He holds a Bachelor of
Science in biology and geneology from
Carleton University.
In 1994, he moved with Helen
and their four children to the East
Kootenays to become the founding
director of the Canadian Columbia
River Inter-tribal Fisheries
Commission. This organization is
focused on aquatic ecosystem and
biodiversity conservation, and the
long-term goal of restoring anadromous
salmon throughout their former range
in the Columbia River system.
Before moving to the Kootenays,
he was member of a Vancouver Islandbased consulting co-op focused on
community development and resource
management. He also held the position
of Fisheries Program Manager with
the Nuu-chah-nulth Tribal Council on
the west coast of Vancouver Island.
Green and his wife Helen spent four
years in Papua New Guinea with
CUSO (Canadian University Service
Overseas), teaching and working with
the federal Office of Environment
and Conservation on guidelines for

Mark Shmigelsky has been a
resident of Invermere since 1987, when
he came to play Jr. B hockey with the
Columbia Valley Rockies. He worked
at the Canfor mill in Radium for 21
years until it shut down, and currently
works at the Tembec mill in Canal
Flats. He also owns a small business
providing dust control services.
In 1993, at the age of 23,
Shmigelsky was elected to the District
of Invermere council. He served two
terms and then was elected Mayor of
Invermere at the age of 29 in 1999. All
nine years he was mayor, he also sat
on the board of the Regional District
of East Kootenay (RDEK) and the East
Kootenay Regional Hospital District
board. He is currently a director for the
Invermere Housing Corporation.
Shmigelsky has been a vocal
supporter of a national childcare
program. Having experienced longterm layoff after the closure of the
Radium mill, Shmigelsky understands
the challenges that forest workers face,
the inadequacy of our Employment
Insurance system, and the need for
better supports for retraining workers
in struggling resource industries.
Shmigelsky has also been ahead of
the curve on environmental issues.
As mayor, he supported the idle-free
communities program, a cosmetic
pesticide ban, and the development and
protection of local greenways.
Shmigelsky is 40 years old and is
married with two young children.

David Wilks

David Wilks
Conservative

David Wilks lives in Sparwood,
where he has been mayor since 2005.
He and his wife have owned and
operated Sparwood Bowl and Billiards
Inc. since 1999.
Born in Lethbridge, Alberta, Wilks
is a retired RCMP officer. He served
from 1980 to 2000 and was posted
in Terrace, New Aiyansh, Golden,
Penticton and Sparwood.
Wilks has been a board member of
the Regional District of East Kootenay

since 2005, and chaired the board from
January to June 2010. He also sits
on the board of the Southern Interior
Development Initiative Trust Fund.
From 2004 to 2006, he was board
member of the Kootenay Columbia
Conservative Party.
Important issues for Wilks include
a strong economy – ensuring jobs are
available for Canadians into the future;
low taxes and fiscal responsibility;
tough on crime legislation; a wellsupported and well-funded military;
and accessible health care.
Wilks has been married since
1982 and has three children. His son is
currently serving in Afghanistan.

Advertise in the newspaper that
everybody reads - the Valley Voice
Your locally owned, independent
community newspaper

Call 250-358-7218 for details
Email: valleyvoice@netidea.com
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British Columbia Southern Interior candidates speak out

Alex Atamanenko, MP

Alex
Atamanenko
NDP

Alex Atamanenko has been the MP
for BC Southern Interior since 2006. He
is currently the Agriculture, Agri-Food
and Rural Affairs Critic, and was past
critic responsible for the Canadian
Wheat Board. He lives in Castlegar
with his wife, Ann.
Atamanenko was educated at
UBC and University of Toronto, with
a BA in Physical Education, a teaching
diploma, and an MA in Russian. He
is a former teacher and instructor
of Russian, French and English at a
number of schools across Canada and
the United States. He also served as an
interpreter during the Prime Minister’s
visit to the Soviet Union in 1989 and for
the Canadian Navy trip to Vladivostok
in 1990. He is an instructor with the
Castlegar Karate Club (black belt),

and is active in the Kootenay Regional
United Nations Association.
Atamanenko provided a list of
nine of his main election issues that are
relevant to the Slocan Valley and Kaslo
areas. On rural health care, he wants to
see an increase in the number of family
doctors and nurses, and improved local
access to health care and services in our
communities.
On the economy, he wants to
change unfair trade deals and policies
that affect the viability of local mills
and local procurement. He wants better
support for rural small businesses to
help provide local jobs and employment
options for our youth. He also wants
fairer access to Employment Insurance.
Protection of public sector jobs,
specifically to reverse recent cutbacks
to Canada Post employees, is on his
agenda.
To address the environment and
climate change, Atamanenko believes in
funding expanded public transportation
and fire interface programs. By cutting
subsidies to big oil, funding could
be made available for energy saving
retrofit programs and development of
alternative energy sources.
Working towards food security,
Atamanenko wants to see support for
local agricultural initiatives, training
and infrastructure (e.g. storage). He
feels the federally imposed meat
regulations must change to support
safe and local meat production. Also,
he feels strongly that the introduction
of genetically modified foods and seeds
into our food systems must stop.
Atamanenko believes in funding

RED HOT Special buys = super special savings
5/8” FIREGUARD
4 x 8 DRYWALL
$11.49/SHEET

FIBERGLASS PINK
R20X15
INSULATION
$21.99/BNDL

affordable housing alternatives,
especially for families and seniors. He
also would like to ensure that families
have access to affordable, publicly
funded childcare.
His final two issues include
working to change regulations so
that municipalities have a say in
decisions around cell tower locations,
and working for proportional
representation, so government better
reflects the vote.

Shan Lavell

Shan Lavell
Liberal

Stephen Hill

Stephen Hill
Conservative

Stephen Hill was born and
educated in Ontario. He holds a degree
in political science, and an honours
degree in business administration from
the University of Western Ontario.
Hill has been the owner/manager
of Septen Financial Ltd. and Septen
Marketing since 1998. The small
business operates out of Trail and
Grand Forks, and employs 12 people
in the riding.
He has been a qualifying member
of the Million Dollar Roundtable, the
industry standard for excellence in
the financial services industry for the
past 12 years, and for five years, he
has further distinguished himself as a
member of the Court of the Table, an
accomplishment achieved each year by
only the top three percent of financial
advisors in the world.
As a fiscal Conservative, Hill
believes in and stands for: balanced

Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work,
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal
WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS

359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539
3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

49 SQ FT / BNDL
1 1/2” ABS
Drain Pipe
12’
LENGTH

$7.99/EA

LAMINATE
FLOORING – 8 mm
7 9/16” WIDE PLANK
HIGH DENSITY
FIBERCORE
TWO GREAT
COLOURS

$.99 / SQ FT

Cash & Carry on these special offers!

budgets, and paying down the national
debt; improving education to keep
the Canadian economy strong;
strengthening pensions through
strong economic growth; improving
innovation, productivity and efficiency
in Canadian business, to strengthen the
Canadian economy; simplifying the
Canadian Tax act; putting ‘civil’ back
in ‘civil service’; and strengthening
the criminal code and getting repeat
offenders off the street.
Hill is 47 years old and is married
with two teenage children.

Bryan Paul Hunt

Bryan Paul Hunt
Green

Currently living in Calgary, Bryan
Hunt grew up in the Southern Interior.
He says that growing up here inspired
in him a lifetime of wonder and awe
for the natural environment and a
commitment to protecting it.
Hunt owns a software development
consulting firm in Calgary, producing
CDs, children’s books and screenplays.
He spends his free time hiking, camping,
teaching wilderness awareness, and
learning about nature and protecting it.
The most important issue in this
riding is jobs, he says. “BC Southern
Interior has the highest unemployment
rate in the province. We need to fix that.
I am confident that I can help correct
this issue swiftly and in a manner that
will uphold the beautiful environment
that surrounds us here. An example of
this would be mandating corporations
to utilize a certain percentage of
telecommute jobs. That way these jobs
are open to people in the riding where
normally they would only be available
to those people living in larger centres
like Vancouver or Toronto.”
Hunt is married with four children.

Shan Lavell is a Registered
Nurse with a Bachelor of Science in
Nursing and a Masters in Counselling
Psychology from the University of
Victoria.
She grew up in the Okanagan
Valley and currently lives in
Kelowna.
Lavell was asked to be the Liberal
candidate in the BC Southern Interior
riding after she tried unsuccessfully
for the candidacy in the KelownaLake Country riding and then in the
Okanagan-Coquihala riding.
Lavell says she is best known
for her collaborative work with
multidisciplinary teams on complex
issues that often involve crisis
and conflict, such as the needs of
cancer patients and families from all
over the BC Southern Interior, and
providing support for rural youth
and families.
Her particular areas of interest in
national policy include Aboriginal
relations, the economic case for
affordable housing, a national
early childhood development and
child care strategy, and the ways
we can create the conditions for
growth for agriculture in Canada
and the BC Southern Interior riding
communities.
“I am committed to the
federal Liberal Party of Canada’s
responsible, compassionate and
progressive government that cares
for our families, invests in our
economic future, and demonstrates
fiscal responsibility,” she said.
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Tom Wayman launches Woodstock-era novel at Selkirk College

Managing your
money
with The VanderBoom Team

Sustainability –
is your pension
enough for all
your years?

We hear a lot about sustainability
these days. Sustainability is said to
consist of three pillars: ecological,
social and economic. If you’re
nearing or already enjoying
retirement, the economic aspect
of sustainability is very important
to you. As in, will your retirement
income be sufficient to sustain the
lifestyle you want for all the years
of your retirement? Here are some
strategies that will help ensure the
sustainability of your financial life
in retirement.
1) Make a date. Decide when
you want to retire. If you chose to
retire earlier than age 65, you’ll have
fewer years to save for retirement
and more to finance. If you choose to
retire after 65, you can opt to enjoy
the tax-saving, income-building
advantages of your RRSP until the
end of the year in which you turn
71 – and you can even extend those
benefits after 71 by continuing to
pay into an RRSP if your spouse is

novel to redress the current tendency
toward historical revisionism regarding
the ’60s, Wayman’s answer was yes
and no. He said it was important to him
to create a portrait of how democracy
actually works in movements dedicated
to change. By late 1969, he said, the
movement was already beginning
to fracture, due in part to frustration
that protests weren’t achieving the
changes students had hoped for. Internal
pressures in the SDS led to dedicated
Maoists insisting on strict adherence
to the Communist leader’s ideology,
causing the movement to splinter. Other
SDS members had begun to feel that
violence was the only way to change
American policy and split off to become
the Weathermen. For Wayman the
significance of the Woodstock festival
was less in its music than its sociopolitical implications.
“I wanted the novel to show too
that it’s a tiny minority that’s making
changes; and that minority has a huge
impact on society. But if you held those
views you were considered an outcast, an

outsider. Woodstock was the first time so
many people who shared the same views
were all in the same place; they began to
see the potential for change.”
Wayman explained that the extreme
repression of the McCarthy era had left
a deep impression – he only learned of
the social and unionist activism of the
1930s late in the ’60s. Even Wayman’s
parents, who had been activists, had
purged their home library of political
books. The political status quo seldom
wishes for change. So it’s no surprise
that mainstream media today tend to
disparage the Woodstock era.
“It was a minority, I can’t stress that
enough. That’s why I always laugh when
people say, ‘Oh, the boomers sold out.’
Most of my friends that had alternative
views then have them now.” Addressing
the students, he added, “You’re aware
now because of when you were born
that the form of self-government we
have now doesn’t work very well at all.

Slocan Valley author and poet Tom Wayman
launched his latest book Woodstock Rising,
a novel set in 1969, at the Selkirk College
Library in Castlegar March 25.

Your Best Source for Used
Books and New and Used CDs
Music Special Orders Welcome
Now Open Sunday

Packrat Annie’s

411 Kootenay St. Nelson

Slocan Valley Threads Guild is holding its tenth annual Yard and Yardage Sale on Sunday April 17,
10 am-2 pm, with plants, textiles, and craft supplies for sale, a tea room for refreshments, and a show
of members’ work. Pictured here are Threads Guild members and the public enjoying the sale in 2008.

younger than 71.
2) Design a lifestyle. The shape
of your retirement will dictate its
cost. If you intend to be a homebody,
the costs could be lower. If regular
travel is part of your retirement
design, costs could escalate. If you
decide to continue working full-time,
part-time or on a contract basis,
or even start your own business,
even a modest amount of additional
employment income can make a
difference. Retirement does not
mean you stop working, it means that
you can do what you want.
3) Add up your income from
all sources. Your retirement income
may come from personal savings,
company pensions, RRSPs, TFSAs
and/or non-registered investments,
as well as government sources
including Canada Pension Plan
(CPP), Old Age Security (OAS)
or Guaranteed Income Supplement
(GIS).
4) Add up all the costs.
Estimate your retirement spending
requirements in three categories:
essential expenses that can’t be
reduced, discretionary expenses
that you can control, and the
additional costs, such as healthcare,
that typically come along with
aging. Calculate the income you’ll
need to cover your essential and
discretionary retirement costs as well
as the additional income (or income
protection strategies) you’ll need to

This is not the only way of organizing
a self-governing society, so what other
possible ways are there? That was some
of the stuff young people were grappling
with back then just as they are now in
Egypt and Tunisia.”
For more information visit www.
dundurn.com/authors/tom_wayman.
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of the Students for a Democratic Society
(SDS) who – among other causes –
were pressuring the US government to
get out of Vietnam. Historical events
are accurately woven into the fictional
aspects of the narrative. The passages
Wayman read of a protest at Century
City in California have the crisp clarity
of actual events vividly recalled.
Reminding us that the fickle nature
of the global media has changed little in
40 years, already by September 1969
attention to the ‘Woodstock generation’
had begun to wane. Wayman’s fellow
students in the SDS decide they need
a means of refocusing the world’s
attention on the values and agendas of the
movement. China had recently launched
a satellite that circumnavigated the globe
broadcasting Communist Party songs
and quotations of Chairman Mao. This
inspires the students to commandeer a
Minuteman missile from a mothballed
silo, remove its nuclear warhead and use
it to broadcast songs from the Woodstock
festival.
When asked if he’d written the

PHOTO CREDIT: Sharon Block

by Art Joyce
As the classic Buffalo Springfield
song goes, “there’s something happening
here / what it is ain’t exactly clear.” For
local author and poet Tom Wayman,
his latest book, the novel Woodstock
Rising, is partly an attempt to glean the
lessons of that storied era. Wayman,
an Appledale resident, read from the
novel at the Selkirk College Library
in Castlegar March 25, introduced to
creative writing students by instructor
Almeda Glenn Miller.
“Woodstock Rising is an accurate
reflection of the man that Tom is, and
the urgency of the time they were
living in,” said Miller. “His book is an
important reflection of a generation. We
get thinking we can’t change the world,
but he always reminds me we can make
a difference.”
Wayman began by saying that until
recently on his book tour, the audiences
had been composed of a sea of grey hair.
It’s been a fond reminder for him how
many people from that era continue to
carry the light of its progressive values
in their eyes even as they age. But he
clearly relished the opportunity to speak
to the upcoming generation, given that
his novel draws heavily on his own
experiences as a student at the University
of California Irvine in the late 1960s.
“We’ve recently seen how young
people like yourselves have sparked
major political change in countries like
Libya and Tunisia,” said Wayman. “My
goal was to write a book that talked about
how all the changes we’ve come to think
of associated with the 60s was also part
of a simultaneous movement.”
The novel is set in the fall of 1969,
beginning just a month or so after the
world-famous Woodstock music and arts
festival. Wayman’s campus had a chapter
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cover the ‘extra’ expenses of aging.
5) Find the gap. Calculate the
shortfall between your expenses and
your income from all sources outside
your personal retirement savings.
6) Bridge the gap. Establish
the level and frequency of income
you will need via withdrawals from
your registered and other incomeproducing investments, keeping in
mind that your retirement could span
40 years or more.
7) Reset your strategy. If your
expected withdrawal rate is not
sustainable based on projected
returns from your current savings
and investments, either reset your
registered and non-registered
portfolio with the aim of improving
returns or reset the scope of your
retirement plans.
Talk to your professional advisor
about these and other sustainability
strategies that will keep your
retirement income coming for all
your retirement years.
This column, written and
published by Investors Group
Financial Services Inc. (in Quebec
– a Financial Services Firm),
presents general information only
and is not a solicitation to buy
or sell any investments. Contact
a financial advisor for specific
advice about your circumstances.
For more information on this topic
please contact your Investors Group
Consultant.

354-4722

Ron and Peggy
Magnuson invite
our friends to help
us celebrate our 60th
Wedding Anniversary at
an Open House at our
home @ 626 10th Ave.
New Denver, between
one and four pm on
Saturday, April 16.
No gifts, please.

KASLO & DISTRICT
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Kaslo council, March 22: Kaslo Bay issues top the agenda
by Jan McMurray
• The Village has re-gained some
authority over foreshore rights in front
of Kaslo Bay Park. In the past, there
was a foreshore lot in the name of the
Village in this area, but at some point it
reverted back to the Crown. When this
was discovered fairly recently, council
directed staff to investigate how the
Village could re-gain foreshore rights
here. The result of this investigation so
far is that the Province has established
a ‘Land Act Section 16 Map Reserve’
in the name of the Village of Kaslo
on approximately 2.42 hectares of the
foreshore and land covered by water in
front of the park, “for planning project
purposes.” The reserve will continue
“for so long as required” and means
that no application for Crown land
tenure will be considered here while
the reserve is in effect. The reserve
does not include the foreshore in front
of waterfront property owned by Kaslo
Bay Estates, where a marina has been
proposed.
• Legal tenure over the area in
Kaslo Bay where the Jazz Fest floating
stage is stored has been offered to the
Village by the Province. The Mayor
and CAO were authorized to sign the
‘Acceptance of Offer of Licence for
tenure over Crown land’ for a small
area (0.02 hectares) adjacent to the boat
clubs’ marina. This tenure is necessary
for the Kaslo Jazz Etc. Society to secure
grant funding to build a new floating
stage. This tenure is outside of the map
reserve mentioned above.
• In efforts to address mooring
and congestion issues in Kaslo Bay,
CAO Sawyer obtained information
from Transport Canada about how
other jurisdictions have handled
this, particularly in Okanagan Lake.
This information was referred to the
Development Services Committee.
• CAO Sawyer attended a CBT
Water Smart conference in Nelson on
March 8-9 and reported that the Water

Real Estate in Kaslo and
North Kootenay Lake
www.century21kaslo.com
kul@century21kaslo.com
250-505-4722
Century21 Mountainview Realty Ltd.

Thank you
Valley Voice

The only newspaper that
tells us what is going on in
the Kaslo area. The only
newspaper that gives us a
chance to say what we think
about it, free of charge, in
Voices from the Valleys.
Paid advertisement by Jane Lynch
in support of the Valley Voice

Open Mon - Thurs
6:30 am to 3:00 pm
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6:30 am to 8:00 pm
Licensed

Located at the Heart of
Front Street • 353-2955
“Best Eggs Benedict Ever”
“Mexican, Salads,
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Smart Ambassador Program was well
received by attendees. Kaslo is eligible
for funding from CBT to implement the
program. An ambassador is hired for
the summer, and makes appointments
to go to homes and businesses to
educate people in best practices, i.e.
automatic irrigation systems. Sawyer
reported that Kaslo would likely want to
share an ambassador with surrounding
communities, and that Slocan was
interested, and perhaps Nakusp would
be as well. Council agreed to participate
in the program in 2011. The potential for
cost sharing the ambassador’s wages
with the community forest monitoring
program was referred to Erika Bird
(Village representative on the KDCFS
board) for discussion at the Kaslo &
District Community Forest Society
board table.
• Ian Fraser provided a quote of
$3,584 to create and install a 4’ by
8’ mural to commemorate the 100th
anniversary of the Kemball Memorial
Centre. Materials used would be the
same as those used for the murals on
the Kaslo Hotel.
• The Village will nominate the
North Kootenay Lake Community
Services Society Food Security
Program for a group Earth Day Canada
Hometown Heroes Award recognizing

environmental achievement.
• Bigway Foods has offered to
provide a $2,000 grant for a permanent
green project. This was referred to
Development Services.
• The following requests from the
Water Street Planning Select Committee
were referred to Public Works for
comments: Move large concrete blocks
out to show the perimeter of the 10’ area
along the brow of the ridge on the north
side of the parking area; Investigate
the establishment of gravel path on
the north side of the concrete barrier;
Evaluate angle parking on the north side
of Water Street and removal of signage.
• Suffer Fest organizer Janis
Lampimaki will be asked to meet with
the Development Services Committee
on April 7 to discuss details of the road
closure and event. She will be asked
to bring information about insurance
coverage to the meeting.
• At a budget meeting March 16,
council accepted a quote from True
Consulting for $2,500 to prepare
a report outlining two options for
campground sewage planning.
• The final copy of the Infrastructure
Cost Recovery Study completed by
True Consulting was received. The
study looks at the Village’s water supply
and wastewater treatment capacities,

and the potential for future expansion.
The study was referred to the Municipal
Services Committee.
• A public committee will be struck
to review council stipends and expense
reimbursement and report back prior
to April 20, with Councillor Hewat
appointed as a member of the threeperson committee.
• The grandfather clause (section
6) of Bylaw 1104, Sign Bylaw, was
deleted.
• A grant of $1,600 will be provided
to the Kootenay Lake Historical Society
for maintenance of the washroom at
the beach.
• Funding of $2,500 will be
provided by the municipality to the
2011 Bear Smart program. Bear Smart
will be requested to undertake more
education at JV Humphries School and
provide specific financial reporting at
the end of 2011.
• Council received a copy of a letter
from the Chamber to the Kaslo Car
Show Committee, informing them that
the Chamber’s insurance does not cover
the May Days Burn Out event. Burn
Out participants must be sure they are
covered by their auto insurance carrier.
• Paul Woolgar wrote to object to
the regulation about height of fences in
the Land Use bylaw. He will be advised

that the bylaw will be reviewed after the
adoption of the OCP.
• A letter from Charmaine Campbell
opposing the removal of three maple
trees behind the Saturday Market area
was received.
• A letter from Anne Malik regarding
the way sani-dump and portable toilet
fees are reported on audited financial
statements was received. This letter
was copied to the Village auditor.
Council passed a motion to direct the
auditor to disregard any correspondence
from individuals or groups concerning
Village of Kaslo finances.
• CAO Sawyer was appointed Chief
Election Officer and Carol Hughes
was appointed Deputy Chief Election
Officer for the fall 2011 local elections.
• A memo from Secretary Stephanie
Patience informs council that she has
completed three courses in Emergency
Management.
• Foreman Walker listed projects
to be completed in 2011: paving,
reservoir liner replacement, geothermal
installation at Kemball Centre,
campground washroom construction,
sidewalks, tree pruning and planting, City
Hall building, streetlight replacement if
grant application is successful.
• Accounts payable of $58,844.31
were approved.

submitted by Kaslo Minor Hockey
The Kaslo Minor Hockey Awards
night took place March 30. Jamie Gray,
MC, entertained the crowd with many
NHL jokes aimed at the Canucks and
Oilers.
Awards were presented as follows:
Junior Novice: Tudor Retherglen
Heart Award - Braden Ward.
Senior Novice: Tudor Retherglen
Heart Award - Joseph Surina; Most
Valuable Player - Sage Matthews;
Sportsmanlike Player - Jacob Chymko;
Most Improved Player - Layla Tyers.
Atoms: Tudor Retherglen Heart
Award - Justin Anderson; Most Valuable
Player - Emily Early; Sportsmanlike
Player - Ember Hartland; Most Improved
Player - Ellie Cox, Allison Bendis; Best
Forward Player - Elijah Havers; Best
Defensive Player - Charlene Lay, Rowan
Wiltse; Red-Cross - Harley Command;
Most Entertaining - Julian Enns; Most
Enthusiastic - Callum McDougall.
Peewees: Tudor Retherglen Heart
Award - Catalina Hartland, Conor
McIntyre; Most Valuable Player - Avery
Enns, Ayden Boulton; Sportsmanlike
Player - Mikenna Hansen, Cole Bendis;
Most Improved Player - Sage Wilton,
Brendan McIntyre; Best Forward Player
- David Grisales; Best Defensive Player
- Ethan Early, Mieszka Weeks.
Bantams: Tudor Retherglen Heart
Award - Shawn Ellard; Sportsmanlike
Player - Daniella Hansen, Jessie Lay;
Most Improved Player - Racheal
McKenzie.
Midgets: Tudor Retherglen Heart
Award - Ross Jacobs; Most Valuable
Player - Shawn Sicotte; Sportsmanlike
Player - Matthew Guttensohn, Ava
Collier - Most Improved Player Dominik Weber; Best Forward Player
- Peter Reimer; Best Defensive Player
- Ryan Tate.
The President’s Award went to
Matt Guttensohn, a graduating student

who has been playing Minor Hockey
for eight years and has always shown a
commitment and love for the game. The
Dallas Benwell Memorial Award also
went to Matt Guttensohn.
Most Dedicated Junior Referee went
to Biarki Weeks and Most Dedicated
Senior Referee went to Steve Hoffart.
Pat Haegedorn read an email from
the Bantam Governor of West Kootenay
Minor Hockey Association regarding
the sportsmanship and great attitude
of Kaslo’s Bantam team. This team
consisted of all female skaters and a male
goalie, the only team like it in the West
Kootenay league this season.
Shane Abbey, goalie coach of the
Bantams, was presented with gifts by

the goalies he spent many practices with.
Dominik Weber, a German
exchange student, was given a Winter
Hawks jersey with his number to take
back to Germany at the end of the school
year. Dominik never played hockey in
Germany but played Midget hockey this
year here in Kaslo and has said that he
will play when he returns to Germany.
He was noticeably pleased to receive
the jersey.
Peter Reimer, Vale Conrad and
Shawn Sicotte of the Midget team came
up after receiving their awards to read a
short piece that they had written earlier in
the day. It was an insight into the charm,
kinship and respect that they had for
their coaches.

Ian McKinnon was presented with
a special hunting knife made locally by
Jim Jennings to recognize his more than
35 years of involvement with Kaslo
Minor Hockey. McKinnon started out
coaching while still in high school
and has coached all divisions. He was
Referee in Chief for many years and
organized an annual bottle drive every
New Year for Minor Hockey. He will
continue to ref but has retired from
the Kaslo Minor Hockey board. Kaslo
& District Minor Hockey President,
Ronda Tate, was also recognized for
the tremendous effort she put into her
first year as president. Dave Biggar was
recognized and thanked for his 20+ years
of involvement with Minor Hockey.

submitted by Kaslo Jazz Etc. Society
Named one of the “10 great
places to get in tune, be outdoors!”
by USA Today in 2007, this intimate,
world-class, family-friendly festival
has been host to big names and newly
discovered gems of the entertainment
business since 1991.
This year is the festival’s 20th,
and “we have outdone ourselves
and have booked some fabulous
acts,” says Jen Sibley, the festival’s
communications coordinator.
Friday July 29 features Dan
Mangan, followed by Delhi 2 Dublin
– a great night for only $35. Saturday,
July 30 and Sunday, July 31 will be
filled with great jazz, blues, folk and
Latin acts. Jim Byrnes, David Gogo,
Paul Peress, Mark Hummel & The
Blues Survivors, and Mr. Something
Something are just a few of the bands
booked over the two days, for only
$68 per day.
Jazz may be in the festival’s
name, but it doesn’t end there. Over
the last 20 years, many acts which
have performed on the floating stage
include blues, funk, soul, world,

Latin and jazz bands.
The venue’s location is second
to none – a natural amphitheatre
surrounded by pristine wilderness,
with bands performing on the
floating stage nestled in Kaslo
Bay on the shoreline of Kootenay

Lake. Great music and an intimate
beautiful setting is the Kaslo Jazz
Etc. Festival’s trademark.
Visit the newly designed website
www.kaslojazzfest.com for the full
schedule and more information. To
order tickets, call 250-353-7577.

submitted by David Stewart
Looking for an evening
immersed in the classical guitar
tradition of Spain? The Kaslo
Concert Society is featuring
classical guitarist Lynn McGrath
at St. Andrew’s United Church on
Wednesday, April 13 at 7:30 pm.
While studying Spanish in
Mexico, McGrath bought a guitar
and asked a visiting professor to
give her “a few lessons.” Advanced
studies followed with Pepe Romero
and William Kanengeiser. Fast
forward a couple of decades to
performances on three continents
and in major cities across the
United States. McGrath combines

sensitive musicianship with her love
of Spanish literature in a unique
performance of CastelnuovoTedesco’s Platero y yo in which
she is both guitarist and narrator.
According to Soundboard
Magazine “…she took the
expressive qualities of this piece
to a new level with her masterful
storytelling.” Other popular works
for guitar are also included in the
program.
Tickets available at Figments in
Kaslo or at the door for $22. Schoolage children admitted free when
accompanied by an adult patron.
For more information contact
354-5368 or sjdks@kaslo.org.

Kaslo Minor Hockey Awards presented March 30

Kaslo Jazz Etc. Festival in its 20th year

Kaslo Concert Society presents
classical guitarist McGrath
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Announcements

WE INVITE FRIENDS to join our
family in sharing the memories of our
father, Frank Pho, at the Royal Canadian
Legion in Nelson, BC on May 7 at 1:30
pm. Thank you to the ladies of the Legion
who will serve a lunch.
REAL, FRESH, HOME-MADE Hot
Cross Buns available at Sappho’s Bakery
starting April 19. Sappho’s makes them
from scratch – not a mix, not frozen, not
par-baked. Order yours now! $4.50 per half
dozen, $8.50/dozen. 358-2119.
GARDEN SEEDS: Aimers Organics,
Pacific Northwest - Buy 10 get 1 free.
Cornucopia, Front Street, Kaslo. www.
cornucopiakaslo.com 250-353-2574.
CALLING ALL TEXTILE LOVERS
AND GARDENERS! Come to the Slocan
Valley Threads Guild Yard & Yardage Sale
on Sunday April 17 from 10 am to 2 pm.
In the yard, a selection of perennial plants
are for sale; inside the Threads Guild you’ll
find yard goods, yarn, and craft supplies at
good prices, and a boutique featuring rare
and unusual textiles for sale. We’ll have
a Tea Room for refreshments and lunch,
and you can view a show of Threads Guild
members’ work as well. The Threads Guild

is located halfway between Winlaw and
Slocan, next to Hwy 6 and the Rail-Trail;
see you there!

Business Opportunities

UNEMPLOYED and thinking of starting
your own business? Community Futures
offers the Self Employment grant, business
loans, counselling and training in the Arrow
& Slocan Lakes area. For more info leave
a message at 265-3674 ext. 201 or email
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

Card of Thanks

THANK YOU to everyone who came to
my retirement party, sent me cards, called
me, and stopped me on the street to wish
me well in my retirement. Special thanks to
Joe, Sara and Scott for organizing the party
and for that awesome gift!
-Karen Forsythe
BLUE MOON CAFE THANK YOU:
The committee for the Whole School’s
Blue Moon Cafe would like to thank
the following for their generous support
- Dollar Store, Evergreen, Ellison’s, El Rey
Chocolates, Fisherman’s Market, Gaia Tree,
IGA Castlegar, Kootenay Bakery Co-op, No
Frills Castlegar, Oso Negro, Railway Meats,
Safeway Castlegar, Save On Foods Nelson,

CLASSIFIED ADS

Slocan Park Co-op, Slocan Village Market
and Winlaw Mini-Mart. In addition, thanks
are also extended to all the entertainers:
Adham Shaikh, Blair, Gemma, Pete &
Brian, Harvest & David’s magic show,
J.C., Morphreeks, Soniko, Teddy and all the
many artists who gave to our silent auction.
THANK YOU – My wife Kimberly and I
are wanting to thank the town of Kaslo for a
wonderful four years. You made our family
feel very welcome during our time here.
One of our more memorable moments was
the arrival of our youngest boy, Fraser. We
are looking forward to our new adventure
in Nakusp, but we will truly miss Kaslo.
Thank you,
Mark, Kimberly, Maddex
and Fraser Macaulay

Coming Events

EASTER HAM BINGO Slocan Legion
Hall, Slocan. April 10, 1:00 pm. $2 per card.
Everyone Welcome.
TRASH ART CHALLENGE:
WORKSHOP Sat. April 16, 1-4 pm at
WE Graham school in Slocan. ‘Creating
your own trash art with Brent Bukowski.’
Please join us in this hands-on workshop
with well known Kaslo artist. Meet by the

recycling bins at 1pm at the transfer station.
Entry fee $5. Presented by Slocan Valley
Arts Council. This is a BC Arts & Culture
Week event. Call 250-226-7768 for info or
email svcarts@gmail.com.
TRASH ART CHALLENGE: Public
ART SHOW, April 29 and 30 at Passmore
Hall. Friday evening is open from 7-9 and
on Saturday from 10 am to 3 pm. Work
by Brent Bukowski on display. To enter
the show, make something unique from
discardable materials and bring to Passmore
Hall Fri. April 29 between 10-noon to be
put on display. Cash prizes for Artist’s
Choice and People’s Choice. Artwork must
be picked up Sat. April 30 by 4. Presented
by the Slocan Valley Arts Council. For
info call 250-226-7768 or email svcarts@
gmail.com.
ARROW LAKES HISTORICAL
SOCIETY Annual General Meeting –
Wednesday, April 20 at 2 pm. 209 7th Ave.
NW, Arrowtarian Apartments, 2nd floor –
lounge. Refreshments, movies.
LIVE MUSIC at The Silverton Gallery,
Sunday April 24 - Christa Couture, Cris
Derksen and e.s.l. 7 pm $10.
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KARAOKE & WINGS Slocan Legion
Hall, Slocan. April 30, 8 pm. Door: by
donation. No minors please.
VALLICAN WHOLE Community
Centre’s Open Stage is back Thursday,
April 7 at 7:30 pm and continues on
the first Thursday of the month. Hosted
by Tom Smith and friends and free by
donation, The Whole Open Stage is
for all ages and types of performers,
and is intended to give performers the
opportunity to practice their art, dance,
music, presentation or performance in front
of a live audience. The stage is acoustic,
but power is available for performers who
wish to bring their own equipment. There
is a piano. For more information contact
Tom at 250-226-7796 or email The Whole
at info@VallicanWhole.com. “Where all
the children play, is a small space, behind
the curtain. The mind.”
SLOCAN VALLEY GRASSROOTS
GRAMMAS present their first event to
support African grandmothers through the
Stephen Lewis Foundation. Wednesday,
April 20, 7 pm. Passmore Lodge. See a
presentation on the African grandmothers,
enjoy refreshments and meet the group.
By donation. For info call 250-226-7312.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

AUTOMOTIVE • SMALL MOTORS • MACHINE SHOP
SALES & SERVICE
98 - 1st Street, Nakusp • 265-4911
OPEN TUES - SAT
CHAINSAWS
TRIMMERS
• Stihl
• Stihl
• Husqvarna
• Husqvarna
MOWERS
SMALL ENGINES
• Husqvarna
• Tecumseh
• Toro • Snapper • Honda
• Lawnboy
• Briggs & Stratton

• welding repairs • full service
& repair • licenced technician •
radiator repairs & service • mobile
service available • fast, friendly

and

BCAA Towing

24 hour towing
1007 hwy 23, nakusp
ph: 265-4577

Nakusp 265-4406
NAKUSP GLASS
201 Broadway
265-3252

The clear choice for
all your glass needs!

Call 358-7218 or email:
valleyvoice@netidea.
com for details

111 Mcdonald Drive, Nelson, BC
ph 250-352-3191
sales@mainjet.ca • www.mainjet.ca

JEWELRY
Jo’s Jewelry

Custom Work and Repair in
Silver and Gold, by Appointment

358-2134

New Denver, Goldsmith Jo-Anne Barclay

Slocan Auto &
Truck Repairs

24 hour towing
BCAA, Slocan, BC
355-2632

RECYCLING
MOUNTAIN VALLEY STATION
BOTTLE DEPOT
Slocan City • 355-2245
Open MON - SAT 9-5
Your “Bottle Drive” Specialists

This space could be yours for
$11.00 + GST per issue.
Call 358-7218 or email:
valleyvoice@netidea.com
for details

EQUIPMENT RENTAL

COLES RENTALS

HEATERS (PROPANE & ELECTRIC)
PLATE TAMPERS, JUMPING JACKS, REBAR BENDER
JACKHAMMERS, HAMMER DRILLS, CONCRETE
MIXERS, CONCRETE SAWS, TILECUTTERS,
BLOCKCUTTERS, SCAFFOLDING, FLOOR SANDERS,
NAILERS - ALL TYPES, LM ROTARY LAZER TRANSIT,
GENERATORS, WATER PUMPS, COMPRESSORS,
INSULATED TARPS, PRESSURE WASHERS, ROTO
TILLER, LAWN COMBER, AERATOR, PROPERTY PIN
LOCATOR, CHIPPER/SHREDDER, GAS POST HOLE
DIGGER, WOODSPLITTER, CONCRETE FLOOR
GRINDER ...AND MUCH MORE!
PHONE 358-2632
1-888-358-2632

HEALTH • WELL BEING • FITNESS • ENVIRONMENT
FULL SPECTRUM HEALTH
• Deep Tissue Massage
• Nutritional Consultation
• Reiki

Sliding Scale - Mobile Service

Daniel Thorpe 250-358-6808

MASSAGE THERAPIES

Myofascial, Swedish, Lymphatic, Joint Play, Craniosacral,
Visceral, Somatoemotion, Chakras, Nutrition etc.
MTA rates (Low income consideration)
also MSP, WCB, ICBC & care plans
Garth R. Hunter, R.M.T.
Slocan Health Clinic - Thursdays

250-358-2364 • Mobile & Office

24 Hr Towing and Recovery
Auto Repairs & Tires
Auto Parts

5549 Frontage Road
Burton, BC

BAKERY

This space
could be yours
for $19.50 +
GST per issue.

Caribou Service
(250) 265-3191

Wholistic Midwife
Lana Knoll

250-353-2213

maramamidwife@yahoo.ca

Stone Massage • Deep Tissue
Salt Glows • Mud Wraps & More

DAY SPA

Honouring natural childbirth through
nourishing body, mind and spirit, and
by embracing family and community.

Susan L. Yurychuk • 250-358-6804

Hand & Soul Wellness Centre

Spectrum Home & Family Care

Larry Zaleski, D.C. Chiropractor

Mondays & Fridays - Silverton • Every other Wednesday in Winlaw or Nakusp

Sue Mistretta, M.A., CCC Counsellor/Expressive Arts

358-2177

www.handandsoul.ca

myofascial release • deep tissue massage • relaxation massage

By Appointment Only • New Denver

Helping you maintain
YOUR lifesyle!
Free consultations
in the West Kootenay!

250-265-3842

spectrumcares@telus.net

Nakusp Taxi
250-265-8222
Pick up and Delivery

Let us get it for you
• Auto parts • Groceries
• Pharmacy • Cigarettes
• Take out food

Just let your local business know your needs
and we will deliver them to you.
Alcoholic beverages until 11:00 pm

HAIR
Ava’ s
Hair

Studio

OPEN ALL WINTER
358-7769

Far right entrance of the Wild Rose Restaurant in Rosebery

BREWING
Winlaw Brew-Op

Wine & Beer Making Kits
to satisfy all budgets!
Take-Home Kits, or Brew it with Us!
Open 11:00 to 6:00 Tues. to Sat.
5972 Cedar Creek Road, Winlaw • 226-7328

Specialty Coffees, Teas,
U-Brews and Kits for Home
• Open Every Day

Nakusp

265-4701
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Coming Events

MUSIC AND SPOKEN WORD @ The
Cup and Saucer Cafe, Silverton. April 13.
Door 7:30 Show 8 pm. $10. Troy “Big
Bubba” Cook and Ben Sures. You name
it, between these guys they’ve done it.
We highly encourage you to check them
out www.bigbubbacook.com and www.
bensures.com. Please contact 358 2267
for more info.
THE SILVERTON GALLERY presents
Jaclyn Guillou Jazz Quintet on Thursday,
April 7 at 7:30 pm, $15. On Saturday,
April 23 at 8pm, see a theatre production
‘Scaramouche Jones’ (by Justin Butcher),
performed by Michael Graham. $15. Then

on Sunday, April 24 listen to a night of
music by Chrisa Coulture, Cris Derksen,
& E.S.L.
SOCIAL DANCE CLASSES begin in April
in New Denver and Nelson. Latin, Ballroom
& Swing. Beginner and Intermediate
levels. Singles welcome. Private lessons
& Wedding Packages also available. Call
or email for further information. 358-2448
or franwallis@redmtn.ca.

For rent

I AM LOOKING FOR someone to sublet
my house in New Denver for July and
August. Precise dates to be established. It’s
perfect for one or two people. Lovely little
house on the edge of the woods, just out

Simon Bamber, AScT, ROWP.
Civil Technology Consultant
Septic Systems
Water Systems
Subdivisions,
Land Development
Project Management
Site Inspection
Drafting (CAD)

250-265-1767

si@bambertech.com
www.bambertech.com

Certified Organic Bedding Plants
Selected Perennials
10:00 - 5:00 Daily,
April through June
Perry Siding
7231 Avis Rd.

• 355-2459

CLASSIFIED ADS

of the village. See to believe. Contact me.
Andrew Rhodes 250-358-7985.
RED MTN RD bright home for rent long
term. Close to Silverton. Amazing view.
Early May. 613-741-8723.
LARGE 3-BDR upper level apartment
in Silverton available May 1, 2011.
Washer, Dryer. $525/month plus utilities.
References. 250-358-2293.

Health

FELDENKRAIS Awareness Through
Movement classes: *Nakusp * Hills *
Winlaw. * Relax * Release Tension *
Relieve Pain * Breathe Easier * Sleep
Better * Tyson 250-265-3827 * thaitouch@
yahoo.com.

Help Wanted

NEED HOME SUPPORT WORKER
with Care Aide Certificate or equivalent
for mature disabled male. Four-hour shifts
with job sharing. Part-time, weekends and
back-up to start. Reply with brief resume
to: Home Support Worker, Box 433, New
Denver, BC V0G 1S0.

Notices

FOR INFORMATION ON AA OR
ALANON MEETINGS contact in New
Denver: 358-7904 or 358-7158; Nakusp
265-4924; Kaslo 353-2658; Slocan 3552805; South Slocan 226-7705.
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NOTICE! SLOCAN LAKE
RECREATION COMMISSION #6
will be holding its Spring Grant-in-Aid
session on Wednesday, April 20, 2011. Any
non-profit organization wanting to apply
for a grant-in-aid should submit the proper
application to Box 293, New Denver, B. C.
V0G 1S0. Application forms are available
from the Village of New Denver, the Village
of Silverton and Lucerne School. Please
note that the appropriate form must be used
or the application will not be considered.
The deadline for the application to be
submitted is Friday, April 15, 2011. Any
application received after that date will not
be accepted.
NOTICE! BINGO IS CANCELLED on
Friday, April 8, 2011 due to renovations
happening at the Bosun Hall. See you
next month.
NELSON AND AREA Elder Abuse
Prevention Resource Centre - Open
Wednesdays from 12 to 2 pm at 719
Vernon Street. Phone 250-352-6008 or visit
nelsonelderabuseprevention.org.

Services

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
SEPTIC TANK CLEANING: “Serving
the Valley” 7 days/wk, 24-hr. All-Around
Septic Services, Don Brown (250) 3543644, emergency 352-5676.

ROGAN ELECTRIC Residential,
commercial, industrial wiring. Local
references available. All work guaranteed.
“We get the job done.” 353-9638.
COLLEEN NAHNYCHUK
BOOKKEEPING. By Appointment.
Tel: 551-7054 Fax: 1-888-370-4938
cntaxprep@gmail.com.
NEED YOUR YARD cleaned up and your
junk hauled away? Call Bill 250-358-7969.
CERTIFIED FUSION of HDPE
(polypipe) domestic & irrigation (250)
342-1632.

Wanted

CRAFT VENDORS for the 119th Annual
May Days Celebration on May 21, 22 and
23. Applications can be downloaded at
www.kaslochamber.com. For information,
email kaslomaydays@gmail.com or phone
250-353-3239.
SARAH AND MARK JEFFREYS are
looking for a furnished home to rent this
summer, ideally for three-plus months,
from mid-May until mid-late August,
but at least for six to eight weeks in the
June-Aug timeframe. We have an infant
daughter, no pets. We hope to rent a house
that is especially quiet and private in the
Silverton-New Denver area, anywhere
from Red Mountain Rd. up through to
Hills. We don’t have particular size or room

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN
COMPLETE SALES
SERVICE AND
INSTALLATION
YOUR VALLEY COMFORT AND BLAZE KING DEALER
SPECIALIZING IN WOOD/ELECTRIC, WOOD/OIL AND
WOOD/GAS COMBINATION FURNACES
Certified • Insured

Crescent Bay
Construction Ltd.

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation
Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431
• Email cresbay@telus.net

Peter’s New & Used Windows & More
Sales & Installations

Slocan City, BC • (250) 355-0088
website: www.kootenayfurnace.com
email: kfurnace@netidea.com

• Energy Efficient Vinyl & Wood Windows •
• Residential Installations & Renovations/Upgrades •
• Wooden & Metal Doors •
Peter Demoskoff • Cell: 250-608-0505
Tel: 250-399-4836 • Fax: 250-399-4831

HALL LUMBER
& BUILDING SUPPLIES
• Registered Septic System
designer and installer •
• Ready Mix Concrete •
• Lock Blocks • Drain Rock •
• Road Crush • Sand & Gravel •
• Dump Trucks • Excavator •
• Crusher • Coloured Concrete •
• Site Preparation •
Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
Ph. 265-4615 • vieirac@telus.net

JEMS Propane Ltd. KF PowerVac
Installation and maintenance

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat
10 am to 5 pm
PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd.
Edgewood, BC

Indoor Garden
Supplies
Castlegar
250-304-2911

• general contractor
• new homes & renovations
• design/build

1730 Hwy 3, Selkirk Spring Building
dan@canadiangardensupply.com

HPO licensed/Home Warranty
Fully insured. 30 yrs.+ exp./ cert.
carpenters/ foundation to finish/
custom trim/heritage work.
Call Drew 250- 353-2450.  

Duct Cleaning & Duct Sanitizing
Local: 355-2485 • Toll-free: 1-888-652-0088
email: kfurnace@netidea.com

0850743 B.C. Ltd. dba Vista Custom Builders

HARDWOOD
FLOORS ONLY
100% CANADIAN FLOORING
AT WHOLESALE

call Jim Berrill
(250) 359-5922

Jim Pownall & Co.
LOG & TIMBER FRAME HOMES
New Denver • BC
250-358-2566
jpownall@telus.net

Prefinished, antique R. Oak - Maple
3 ¼ x ¾ $4.59/sf pallet – Import Eng
Prefinished $3.99/sf pallet
Bamboo – Cork from $2.99/sf
Glue Down
AT JUAN’S – 1503 Hwy 3A Thrums
250-399-6377 Mon-Sat 8:30 am-5 pm

Tradesman Electric

commercial • residential
new construction • renovations
Reliable friendly service
Free Estimates Call Steve 226-7163

Uncommon Ground Farm
& Landscape
Now booking landscape projects for the
2011 season!

Design & Installation

cell: 250-354-8661 • uncommonground@
columbiawireless.ca

FOR ALL YOUR
PROPANE NEEDS
365-9958
1-800-471-5630

Your local bulk dealer & service centre

Bergevin Electrical
Inc.
Please call
250-358-7172
or 250-354-4171
and leave a message
Free Estimates. Certified,
Licenced, And Insured
Serving New Denver, Nakusp
and the Slocan Valley

peacock
collective

organic housekeeping

ueco friendly housekeepinguyard & garden maintenanceu
general labour workuWCB insured trade worker’s helper
upost renovation clean upuorganization & de-cluttering in
home or shopuhelping hand with carpentry & alternative
building projectsuhome check-ins and visit preparationsu
Gift Certificates available
Serving Nakusp Burton New Denver Silverton
reliable & fully insured

Sondra Krajewski

250.265.8479

www.peacockcollective.ca

Even little ads
get noticed in the
Valley Voice

J.C. Roofing Company

CONSTRUCTION
FOUNDATIONS • FRAMING
ROOFING • RENOVATIONS

Specializing in Timber Framing

250-265-4525

For all your roofing needs
Serving the Arrow and Slocan Lakes
16 years of professional installations
WCB • All work fully guaranteed
We also install Soffit and Vinyl Siding

For your free estimate, Call
Curtis Roe at 250-265-9087

COMPUTER

- Repairs
Palmer
- Upgrades
Computer - Consulting
Microsoft Certified
Services
Systems Engineer
Phone: 355-2235
ken@palmercomputerservices.com
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requirements, but a house that is easily
maintained and has a good bathtub would
be especially valued. Please contact us at
markjeffreys@yahoo.com if you have or
know of an available place.
IF YOU HAVE stories about John
Norris, teacher and author of Wo Lee
Stories, Old Silverton, Historic Nelson etc.,
we’re gathering them for John’s memorial
on May 29. Please send to annec@uniserve.
com well before then.

Obituary

In Loving Memory of Frances Desrochers
Frances Anna Urban was born on
December 26, 1936, the third child of
Joseph and Anna Urban. She passed

away peacefully on March 14, 2011,
surrounded by her loving family. Frances is
survived by her husband of 52 years, Fred
Desrochers, six children; David(Leslie),
Joe(Judy), Leslie(Cameron), Denise(John),
Pierre(Bobbie) and Sue(Dan), and 14
grandchildren. She is also survived by
4 siblings; Agnes, Jules, David and
Claire. Frances spent many joyful hours
volunteering her time to many community
organizations. Some that were special
to her were the Arrow Lakes Hospital
Auxiliary, Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic
Parish, and Halcyon Home Society. They
will miss her smile, energy and enthusiasm.
She had many hobbies throughout her
years – curling, fishing, golfing, quilting,
gardening and reading. However, nothing
made her happier than spending a day on
the side of a mountain with Fred, hunting
for mushrooms. Those were her best
days! Frances loved to be social and have
fun. On any given day you could find her
sitting at her kitchen table playing cards
and laughing with her friends, baking
up a storm for an altar society, gathering
or telling anyone next to her about her
grandchildren, and how proud she was
of them. It will be easy to remember her,
the smell of a homemade pie, the taste of
almond roca at Christmas, walking past
a flower garden or finding a prized #1

CLASSIFIED ADS

pine under a log. We are comforted by our
memories and wrap ourselves in the quilts
she made with her loving hands. Her family
will carry on her legacy of generosity and
kindness.

Next
Valley Voice
Deadline:
April 15,
2011
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Spring bike swap returns
to the Slocan Valley
submitted by Slocan Valley
Recreation
Got a bike you no longer need?
Looking for a bike for those evergrowing kids? Want to support this
environmentally benign form of
transit? Slocan Valley Recreation
Commission will be hosting its very
popular annual bike swap at the
Slocan Park Hall, Sunday April 17
from 10 am to 12 noon.
From single speed road bikes
to high end mountain bikes to kids’
bikes and tricycles, it all seems
to show up at the event. Besides
checking out bikes, folks now come
out and enjoy a ride on the Slocan
Valley Rail Trail. Can it get any
better than that?
If you’re planning on selling a
bike, please ensure that it has been
cleaned up and hopefully in good
working order. Please note that 10
percent of the selling price (to a

maximum of $30) goes to Slocan
Valley Recreation. Bikes being sold
must be brought to the hall before
9:45 am and unsold bikes or cash
must be picked up before 12:30.
The event organizers have the right
to refuse bikes should they not be in
good working order.
To help with your purchasing
decision, Mark Holt of the Sacred
Ride will be on site to answer any
cycle maintenance questions which
may arise. You can also bring your
current bike over and they’ll give
it a quick inspection to make sure
it’s road worthy. We all know that a
little attention now can save a lot of
aches and pains when you’re out in
the middle of nowhere.
The Slocan Park Hall is located
about 8 kms north of the junction
on Highway 6 in the Slocan
Valley. Watch for signs. For more
information, contact 250-226-0008.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

RESTAURANT/COFFEESTAND PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

’s
Nicklace
P

Lemon Creek
Lodge & Campground
Year-round facility
Licensed Restaurant
Open Thurs - Sun
5 PM - 8 PM
Reservations: 1-877-970-8090

WINTER HOURS
8 am - 9 PM

Seven Days a Week!

QUALITY PIZZA anytime!

265-4880
Air Conditioned
Non-Smoking

93-5th Ave.

Nakusp

Meat Cutting

Legendary Meats

Custom Cutting & Sausage
Making, Curing & Smoking of
Bacons & Hams
Mobile BBQ Services & Hog
Roaster Rentals
• Christmas Tree Sales •
www.legendarymeats.ca
Phone/Fax: 250-226-7803
2826 Hwy 6 • Slocan Park

Even little ads
get noticed in the
Valley Voice

The Cup
and
Saucer Café
Silverton, BC

Monday - Saturday 8:00-4:00

Soup, Stews,
Meat Pies, Treats
and Great Coffee
358-2267

Apple Tree
Sandwich Shop
The

Soup, Sandwiches & Desserts
358-2691
Mon. - Fri. 7 A.M. - 4 P.M.
Sat. 11 A.M. - 4 P.M.

Fullabeans Espresso Stand
Espresso • Snacks • Lunch

Open 7 days a week, 7 am - 2 pm
704 Arlington, Slocan City
beside the gas station
250-355-2889 to order

Shirley Kosiancic
Realtor
Mountainview Realty Ltd.
412 Broadway St. Nakusp, BC V0G 1S0
Bus 250-265-2111
Fax 250-265-3842
Cell 250-265-8040
shirley@century21nakusp.com • www.century21nakusp.com

Colour/B&W Laser Printing/Copying • Digital Photography
Word processing • Scanning • Faxing • Binding • Laminating
CUSTOM CARDS • BROCHURES • CALENDARS • NEWSLETTERS

The best selection of photo cards of local views anywhere
1007 Josephine St. (Box 298), New Denver
Ph. 358-2435 essay@direct.ca Fax 358-2607

This space could be yours for
$11.00 + GST per issue.
Call 358-7218 or email:
valleyvoice@netidea.com
for details

CLOTHING
Men’s & Ladies Clothing

PAULA CONRAD
HOME: (250) 358-2707
Selkirk Realty

265-3635
E-mail: paulaconrad@royallepage.ca
Website: www.royallepage.ca/selkirkrealty

Free Consultation

The Clothes Hanger
400 Front St • Kaslo • 250-353-9688

USED GOODS

The Donation Store

Passmore
Laboratory Ltd.

Water Testing • Flow Measurements
CAEAL certified to test drinking water
We’re in the Valley at: 1-250-226-7339
Jennifer & Tony Yeow passlab@xplornet.com

Main Street • New Denver
Open 10 am - 2 pm • Monday - Saturday
(depending on available volunteers)
Help us help you

Groceries, fresh produce, fresh meat,
Agency Liquor, organic foods,
in-store deli, in-store bakery.

Open 7 days/week, 9 am - 8 pm

Slocan, BC • ph:355-2211 • fax: 355-2216

Ann’s Natural Foods
Ann Bunka

- 358-2552 805 Kildare St., New Denver

Re-Awakening
Health Centre
• Health Products, healing sessions
• New Age cards & books
• Sensual products¶ ¶

¶

¶

¶

¶

320 Broadway St. Nakusp		 265-3188

Your Local Grocer

New Denver
358-2443

Silverton
358-7292

Paul Merrifield
• Bookkeeper •
250-358-6806 work
250-505-9748 cell
pauljmerrifield@gmail.com

RECREATION

THE RIDE SAYS IT ALL

Ph: 359-7111 Fax: 359-7587
www.playmorpower.com

GROCERY • HEALTH FOOD

Slocan Village Market

For all your
insurance
needs
HUB INTERNATIONAL
Barton
265-3631
INSURANCE
1-800-665-6010
BROKERS

Playmor Junction Hwy 6 & 3A
1043 Playmor

Natural Food Store

422 Front Street • Kaslo, BC
1-250-353-2594
This space could be yours for
$11.00 + GST per issue.
Call 358-7218 or email:
valleyvoice@netidea.com
for details

HALLS

MEMORIAL
HALL

Weddings, Parties, Reunions,
Concerts, Funerals, Meetings

To book call Sue: 250-358-2711

www.jonesboysboats.com
Ainsworth, British Columbia
4080 Hwy 31 N
Call: 1-877-552-6287
(250) 353-2550 Fax (250) 353-2911

HARBERCRAFT
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COMMUNITY

Little Shop of Horrors production a community effort
by Art Joyce
It takes a village – to raise a child, to
support a family – and in the case of New
Denver, to produce a musical with the

emphasis on fun. The perennial favourite
Little Shop of Horrors will be performed
by a community cast at Lucerne school
Thursday and Friday April 14 and 15.

Doors open at 7 pm, show at 7:30 pm.
For those not familiar with the play,
the story revolves around a skid row
flower shop in New York owned by
cranky Mr. Mushnik. Things aren’t going
too well until a strange plant obtained
by shop worker Seymour Krelborn
undergoes a strange metamorphosis
after a solar eclipse. Seymour, whose
prospects in life are dim, names the plant
Audrey II after a girl of the same name
he secretly adores. However, it soon
becomes apparent that the plant requires
human blood to thrive. Seymour feeds it
with his own blood and it grows larger
and larger, transforming him from zero
to hero in short order. But there’s a dark
side to his newfound fame.
Since the original film by Roger
Corman in 1960 and the off-Broadway
play it inspired, Little Shop of Horrors
has been a popular choice for schools and
amateur theatrical productions. The play
uses an updated version of the classical
Greek chorus to narrate the story, using
doo-wop songs instead of spoken lines.
Director Hank Hastings says the musical
has many relevant themes that are
instructive for students.
“It’s a spoof on many levels,” says
Hastings. “It spoofs the monster movies
of the ’60s, B-movies, and the whole
alien theme. There’s even a basis in it of
the Faustian myth, selling your soul to
the devil and the consequences of greed.”
Director Hank Hastings says
the production has been a model of
community cooperation and at the same
time a challenge to pull off. Some 30
people, including the cast, have been
involved in set building, costumes, and

fabricating the various puppets that
represent the man-eating plant Audrey
II. Rehearsals began in November, with
the youngest cast members being grade
3/4 students Charlotte Farrell and Sylus
Warren.
“The script doesn’t call for any
children but they showed up at the first
meeting and wanted to be a part of it,
so we worked them in,” says Hastings.
The play’s musical director is
Kevin Heshedahl, who will also be
performing in the band. The four-piece
is critical to the production’s many
original songs, and will feature Aiko
Jackson on keyboards, Brian Stolle on
bass, J Buttle on guitar, and Heshedahl
on piano. The musical style derives from
the play’s early ’60s origins, mostly
doo-wop, ballads and early rock n’ roll.
The two leads – the roles of Seymour
and Audrey – will be played by Rowan
Tichenor and Sadye Butler. Tichenor
trained at the National Theatre School
and is a musician, experience that has
proven valuable for this demanding set
of songs. Heshedahl – who worked with
Hastings on choreography as well – is a
professional choir director.
“I don’t know who else could do
what he’s done with a ragtag bunch of
amateurs,” says Hastings. “Except for
Rowan we’re all basically untrained
singers who’ve been whipped into
shape.”
Set design has largely been handled
by Ana Bokstrom, who has worked as
an interior designer and developed sets
for the Nakusp amateur production The
Lady Pirates of Captain Bree. Nikta
Boroumand is stage manager and has
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offered her design services for the
poster. Construction of the plant puppets
has been an exercise in low-budget
innovation, cobbling together bicycle
inner tubes, pipes, a snow scoop, wires,
fabric and duct tape. The puppet team
includes Jane Murphy, Martha Nichols,
Morgen Bardati, Gretchen Perk and
Burgin Jacobs.
Hastings says the production costs
so far have been about $1,000, mostly
to cover script and sheet music rentals
and royalties. Lucerne School has been
supportive in offering its facilities and
many have donated both time and
materials. Tickets are only $5 at the
door but donations are welcome to help
cover costs.

New RCMP officer in
New Denver

by Jan McMurray
There is a new face at the Slocan
Lake RCMP detachment. Constable
Alan Van Hussen replaces Constable
Kelly Barrie, now stationed in Williams
Lake.
Van Hussen spent his first 27 years
in Winnipeg, then went through RCMP
training. His first posting as an RCMP
officer was in Prince George, where
he worked for over five years, gaining
experience in drug work, property crime
and traffic enforcement.
New Denver is his second posting.
He says he wanted to come to New
Denver because he and his wife
were interested in living in a smaller
community. “I was interested in getting
experience in policing a smaller area. We
heard that New Denver was beautiful, so
when a position came open, we took it.”

