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by Art Joyce
The public is being asked to help 

shape BC’s “clean energy future” by 
sharing their ideas with BC Hydro at 
12 open houses around the province 
being held until mid-April. The 
nearest one locally will be held at the 
Castlegar Community Complex on 
Wednesday, March 30 from 6 to 9 pm.

BC Hydro expects electricity 
demand to grow by about 40 percent 
over the next 20 years and is in 
the process of drafting its 20-year 
Integrated Resource Plan (IRP) to 
meet those needs. Customer, First 
Nations and stakeholder input will be 
collected and reviewed by BC Hydro 
as it develops the IRP. 

This comes at a fortuitous 
moment in BC politics. Mindful of 
a looming election, Premier Christy 
Clark has directed Energy Minister 
Rich Coleman to review several 
of the Liberal government’s more 
controversial decisions. Clark’s list 
includes the proposal to raise BC 
Hydro rates by 50 percent over the 
next five years, smart meters, and the 
removal of major BC Hydro projects 
from the oversight of the independent 
BC Utilities Commission (BCUC). 

It has also recently come to light 
that a major restructuring is underway 
at BC Hydro called the Long Term 
Sourcing Strategy (LTSS). This could 
result in the further fracturing of the 
crown corporation through a series of 
new outsourcing contracts. Accenture, 
which currently has the contract 
for about one third of BC Hydro’s 
privatized operations, may lose this 
lucrative contract.

The smart meter project in other 
jurisdictions such as Ontario and 
the US has been a fiasco. Billed as a 
‘green’ initiative for saving energy by 
charging more for peak hour usage, so 
far it has generated few actual savings 
in electricity. Instead, customers 
have been hit with huge increases in 
their bills and even false billings. A 
controlled study done in Connecticut 
found that the smart meters would be 

BC Hydro open houses seeking public input 
unlikely to earn enough to cover costs. 
Toronto Hydro has found that while 
80 percent of their customers will pay 
more, this is unlikely to translate into 
any energy savings. The California 
Public Utilities Commission has 
received over 2,000 health complaints 
since smart meters were installed.

The BC Hydro open houses 
will include discussions about 

potential resource options including 
additional conservation and efficiency 
measures, new clean energy options 
and additional transmission to deliver 
new electricity loads to high-use 
areas. Other topics will include 
electrification – switching from other 
fuel sources to electricity – which 
could further increase future demand 
for electricity, and export market 

potential.
“Our core strategy remains to 

conserve, build and buy,” said Cam 
Matheson, BC Hydro’s executive 
director of Integrated Resource 
Planning. “A powerful, long-term 
vision is essential to our province’s 
future and we want our customers to 
have direct input as we plan to meet 
the needs for generations to come.”

BC Hydro will seek further public 
comments on the draft plan this 
fall before the IRP is finalized and 
submitted to the Province in early 
December.

Those who are unable to attend 
the sessions can submit feedback 
online at www.bchydro.com/irp or 
by emailing integrated.resource.
planning@bchydro.com. 

by Jan McMurray
On Wednesday, March 9, 

protesters at the Perry Ridge camp 
cleared the road and allowed 
Sunshine Logging through, after a 
peaceful discussion with police and 
Jeff Mattes of Sunshine Logging.

New Denver resident Eloise 
Charet was at the camp. She reports 
that when nine RCMP officers from 
the Kootenay Boundary Regional 
Detachment and a few people from 
Sunshine Logging arrived at the 
camp at about 10:30 am, the 40-50 
people at the camp started singing 
‘Born of Water’ by peace activist 
Jack Ross of Argenta, who passed 
away a few years ago.

The court injunction obtained 
by Sunshine Logging on Friday, 
March 4, was read and explained to 
protesters. An RCMP press release 
describes the protestors as “friendly 
and polite” and “cooperative and 
compliant.” It states: “Protesters 
dismantled their tent/shelter, 
extinguished their campfire and 
packed up their belongings and 
departed. There were no arrests or 
problems.”

Asked why so many officers 
attended, Staff Sergeant Dan Seibel, 
Kootenay Boundary regional 
detachment, explained that as per the 
court injunction, anyone interfering 
with or disrupting logging equipment 
or employees could have been 
arrested and possibly incarcerated. 
This would have involved RCMP 
officers transporting offenders to 
jail and/or court. Also, he pointed 

Perry Ridge protesters clear the way for Sunshine Logging
out that protesters outnumbered 
officers by a considerable number, 
and additional resources would have 
been necessary had there been any 
violence.

Charet spoke to Mattes and the 
RCMP officers before protesters 
stepped aside. Afterwards, she wrote 
down the essence of what she said: 
“Perry Ridge is dear to all of us, 
especially the Sinixt whose roots run 
deep into this land. We are people 

who live here and we are not here 
to confront or disrupt, but rather we 
wish to convey our feelings and our 
determination to save Perry Ridge. 
We will choose to step aside today to 
allow the road clearing, and will put 
our effort into the appeal by the Perry 
Ridge Water Users Association. 
Marilyn Burgoon feels confident 
that the data she has collected over 
20 years will prove the instability of 
the Ridge. And, most important that 

we should all search into our hearts 
and souls about what we are doing to 
the earth, what feels right and wrong. 
This is not a civil or criminal issue 
but a moral issue of our times. In the 
mountains, we are the watersheds 
of this land in a world running out 
of fresh water and trees. A world 
in crisis. It is our duty to stand here 
today and learn to work together 
to leave a living legacy for future 
generations.”

Eloise Charet (far right) speaking to RCMP officers and Sunshine Logging representatives before protesters stepped aside on March 9.
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Land Act & Mines Act:
Notice of Intention to Apply for Amendment of Disposition of 

Crown Land & Notice of Work & Reclamation Program Amendment

FrontCounter BC Cranbrook has accepted applications made by Arrow 
Lakes Ready Mix Ltd. of Nakusp, BC, on behalf of the Ministry of Natural 
Resource Operations (MNRO), Crown Land and Mining Division, Kootenay 
Region, for amendments to Licence of Occupation for aggregate 
purpose and Notice of Work and Reclamation (NoW) Permit for Sand 
and Gravel situated on Provincial Crown land near Nakusp, BC (reached 
by travelling from the intersection of Highway 23 and the truck route 
in Nakusp, north 1.3 km to Hot Springs Road then 2.9 km to the pit 
access road) and containing 4.6 hectares more or less.  

The MNRO File Number that has been established for this application 
is 4403481 (Lands)  0501262 (Mines).  Written comments concerning 
this application should be directed to the Natural Resource Officer at 
FrontCounter BC, 1902 Theatre Road, Cranbrook, B.C., V1C 7G1 or 
email to:

 AuthorizingAgency.Cranbrook@gov.bc.ca.  

Comments will be received by FrontCounter BC until 30 days for the 
date of publication. 

FrontCounter BC may not be able to consider comments received after 
this date.  Please refer to our website to view the Land Act application 
http://www.arfd.gov.bc.ca/ApplicationPosting/index.jsp 4  Search 4  
Search by File Number: 4403481 for more information.   The Notice of 
Work and Reclamation Program can be viewed at:  FrontCounter BC in 
Cranbrook or the Service BC in Nakusp, 204 – 6th Avenue.

Be advised that any response to this advertisement will be considered 
part of the public record.  For information, contact the FOI Advisor at 
MNRO regional office.

by Jan McMurray
A round of public meetings on 

the RDCK 2011 budget has been 
completed, and the budget will be 
adopted at the RDCK board meeting 
of March 31.

Grant Roeland, chief financial 
officer at the RDCK, reported at the 
meetings that staff had exceeded the 
goal of keeping increases to the total 
tax requisition for major services 
to 1.5 percent, not including prior 
period adjustments.

He indicated that the taxation 
increase is quite reasonable, 
considering that the RDCK has 
added ten new services in 2011, 
which will result in an additional 
1.4 administrative positions at the 
RDCK office in Nelson. The ten 
new services include six new water 
systems, two Search and Rescue 
groups and two libraries. This brings 
the number of RDCK services to 
approximately 150.

One big boost to the RDCK’s 
revenue this year, allowing for the 
new administrative positions with 
little taxation impact, is a $100,000 
contribution from the Hydro Grants-
in-Lieu of Taxation fund. This is the 
first year that monies from this fund 

RDCK budget: taxation increases low despite increased services
are being used to reduce taxation in 
the RDCK. Directors from Areas D 
(North Kootenay Lake), H (Slocan 
Valley), K (Arrow Lakes), E and J 
have all agreed to contribute $20,000 
each to the Rural Administration 
service of the RDCK, translating into 
a reduction in taxation. However, it 
also means that these five directors 
will have less money to distribute 
as grants.

Area H Director Walter Popoff 
is also contributing $12,000 of his 
Hydro Grants-in-Lieu money to 
the regional parks service budget 
for Area H, New Denver, Silverton 
and Slocan. This is for the purchase 
of land that will fit into the existing 
parks system, and particularly that 
will provide public access to the 
Slocan River and Lake. 

There will be no tax increase 
for the building inspection service. 
Roeland explained that to achieve 
that, one building inspector position 
will disappear by attrition. The 
number of inspectors will decrease 
from six to five. Roeland said it is 
expected that the Chief Building 
Inspector will  take on some 
inspection duties in addition to his 
management duties.

Similar to building inspection, 
the Planning & Land Use service will 
see no tax increase and a decrease in 
staffing. This means that the RDCK’s 
member municipalities may not be 
able to continue to contract services 
from the RDCK to help with their 
OCPs and other land use planning 
projects. “With this budget, RDCK 
priorities have to come first,” said 
Roeland.

Substantial  increases are 
coming in for the 911 (emergency 
communications) service and the 
paratransit service.

“One of your largest tax increases 
is in the 911 service,” said Roeland. 
“The board has already identified this 
as a major concern and will be looking 
at options.” Total taxation from 
RDCK residents for this service is 
going up to $309,342 from $190,000 
last year. Roeland explained that the 
tax increase is mostly due to a huge 
wage increase negotiated by the 
union representing the call centre and 
dispatch employees.

The paratransit service – the 
buses that generally travel from the 
outlying areas of the RDCK to Nelson 

– is provided in partnership with BC 
Transit, which pays approximately 60 
percent of the cost. Taxation for this 
service is increasing quite a bit for all 
residents participating in this service. 
Gary Wright, New Denver’s RDCK 
director, commented, “Improving 
transit is a priority among residents, 
but taxation will continue to go up 
if more revenue is not raised from 
fares.”

Taxation for West Waste is going 
up by about $40,000 (7.5 percent) 
because of the work to expand 
capacity at Ooteschenia landfill.

by Jan McMurray
The RDCK board has decided 

to take a closer look at the service 
provided by the Health Connection 
bus that runs from Nelson to 
Castlegar/Trail with a transfer at 
Castlegar Selkirk College.

Anecdotal evidence suggests that 
the service could be improved for 
Selkirk College students. Reportedly, 
the morning bus to the Castlegar 
campus often has standing room 
only, and the afternoon bus from 
Castlegar to Nelson leaves the 
college too early for many students 
to take the bus home. However, no 
statistics have been provided to the 
board to substantiate this.

RDCK staff recently asked the 
board to consider adding a later run 
to the Nelson-Castlegar service and 
to consider purchasing two larger 
buses for the route. This came up 
because a bus route was eliminated 
in Nelson, and BC Transit is now 
looking to re-allocate the funding 
freed up from this. BC Transit has 

offered to contribute the funding to 
our area’s transit system. The board 
was asked to make the decision 
quickly, as it is budget time for both 
BC Transit and the RDCK.

Additional funding from BC 
Transit means additional tax dollars 
from RDCK residents, because 
the service is co-funded by these 
two organizations. The IHA is also 
a funding partner for the Health 
Connection bus service.

“We need all the facts on the 
table before we commit taxpayers’ 
dollars,” said RDCK Board Chair 
John Kettle, who reported that the 
board passed a motion at the March 
17 budget meeting to ask staff to 
work with BC Transit on a solution 
to the ‘standing room only’ situation. 
“The board was prudent in giving 
this direction to staff because every 
time we’re asked to make a decision 
at the last minute, we come out a 
loser,” he said.

The RDCK’s Chief Financial 
Officer provided a report at the March 

17 budget meeting, showing that 
huge tax hikes would be necessary 
if the BC Transit contribution were 
accepted and the service were 
expanded as suggested. To add a 
later run, taxes would increase by 70 
percent next year, in 2012. In 2011, 
the extra cost could be absorbed by 
exhausting the existing surplus. To 
add a later run plus purchase two 
larger buses, there would be a 62 
percent tax hike this year and a 43 
percent tax hike in 2012. Although 
these huge percentages don’t add up 
to huge dollar amounts, the RDCK 
board feels it is prudent to explore 
other options in consultation with its 
partners in this service.

“Our intent is to look more 
critically at the transit development 
plan to see if we can get that later 
run and maybe move buses around 
without buying two new buses 
and going to a major subsidized 
expansion plan right now,” said New 
Denver Director Gary Wright, who 
introduced the motion at the meeting. 

RDCK to reassess Nelson-Castlegar 
bus service with BC Transit
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Serving the Arrow and Slocan Lakes

Call for Directors
The Board of Directors of the Kootenay Country Store Cooperative would like to 
inform all members that we have director positions open for election this year.

Our election procedure has changed and we now require all potential candidates 
to apply before Saturday, April 30.  Full details and the application form can be 
found at the customer service desk at the Co-op or on our website:

http://www.kootenay.coop/publications/CandidatePackage.pdf

If you would like more information, please contact the Board of Directors at our 
website, board@kootenay.coop or ask to speak with/call General Manager, 
Deirdrie Lang at 250-354-4077.

Monday-Saturday 8-8, Sunday 10-6

295 Baker Street, Nelson       

250.354.4077

www.kootenay.coop

Want all the Co-op 
News and none of the 

paper?

Subscribe on our 
website!

submitted by RARTS
Help the Slocan Valley win the 

Earth Hour Challenge with your 
online pledge and win $5,000 in 
energy upgrades for a local charity. 
The Vallican Whole Community 
Centre is seeking your support to 
win the challenge so the centre can 
get a badly needed upgrade to its 
heating system. 

FortisBC has issued a challenge 
to local communities, and if Slocan 
Valley residents make a non-
monetary online pledge to shut off 
their lights for an hour on March 
26, the Vallican Whole Community 
Centre can win. 

“The centre is heated by electric 
baseboard heaters which just kill 
us,” says Tamara Smith, “and we 
have a backup wood furnace that we 
fear is going to die soon. We have 
the heaters on just above freezing, 
and if there’s an event, we have to 
start up the woodstove at least four 
or five hours before and feed it all 
the time for it to be comfy. That 

Vallican Whole seeks support 
to win Earth Hour challenge

means 5 am starts of the fire, lots 
of volunteer time, and sometimes 
during cold spells we have to crank 
up the heaters, leaving us with huge 
energy bills.” 

Now imagine what it could be 
like with an upgrade to a new energy-
efficient air-source heat pump. 
No more lighting the community 
hall woodstove five hours before a 
community event. Imagine fewer of 
our hard-earned fundraising dollars 
going out the windows and doors of 
the Vallican Whole in energy bills. 
Imagine a planet with fewer fossil 
fuels spent on the care and feeding 
of a much-loved community building 
in the heart of the Slocan Valley. All 
you have to do is make an online 
pledge to turn off your lights between 
8:30 and 9:30 pm on March 26.

Please make your pledge by 4 
pm March 25 at www.fortisbc.com/
earthhour and indicate you are from 
the Slocan Valley. 

For more information visit www.
VallicanWhole.com. 

Tamara Smith, administrator of the Vallican Whole Community Centre, anticipates turning 
down the thermostats after winning the $5,000 FortisBC Earth Day community challenge. Help 

the centre win by making an online pledge at www.fortisbc.com/earthhour. 

submitted by CBT
Columbia Basin Trust (CBT), 

and the Northwest Power and 
Conservation Council (the Council), 
a federally chartered compact of 
the Northwestern states of Idaho, 
Montana, Oregon, and Washington, 
have renewed their agreement to 
collaborate on projects that promote 
an understanding and appreciation 
of the international Columbia 
River Basin. Council Chair, Bruce 

CBT renews agreement to collaborate on Columbia River issues
Measure and CBT Chair, Board of 
Directors, Garry Merkel signed the 
new agreement on Friday, March 18 
at a meeting of the CBT Board of 
Directors in Golden.

“Our partnership with CBT 
helps the Council fulfill one of 
its legal mandates, which is to 
inform the Pacific Northwest public 
about regional fish and wildlife 
and power issues,” Council Chair, 
Bruce Measure said. “Although 

the Council has no authority in 
British Columbia, the Columbia 
River begins in British Columbia 
and through this partnership we can 
help citizens of both countries better 
understand the river we share.”

The new agreement,  l ike 
the one it replaces, commits the 
two agencies to collaborate on 
projects that inform citizens about 
Columbia River issues and improve 
knowledge about the river. In the 

past, these projects have included 
producing a comprehensive map of 
the Columbia Basin showing major 
tributaries and hydropower dams, 
and helping citizens understand and 
participate in planning processes 
affecting transboundary rivers, 
hydropower generation, and fish and 
wildlife. The Columbia River Treaty 
review process, now underway in 
both countries, provides another 
opportunity to share information and 
inform citizens about the current and 
future uses of the river.

“By working together the 
Council and CBT are enhancing 
trans-boundary cooperation on key 

issues related to the ecosystem and 
river management in the Columbia 
Basin,” said Garry Merkel, CBT 
Chair.  “The renewal of this 
agreement ensures the two agencies 
will continue to work together to 
keep Basin residents informed about 
issues affecting the Basin.”

by Jan McMurray
Slocan Valley Co-op members 

demonstrated huge support for the 
co-op at the annual general meeting 
on March 20.

They voted to refuse their cash 
rebates. Instead, they want that 
money to go towards paying down 
the mortgage.

“I thought it was just awesome – I 
was blown away,” said Board Chair 

Slocan Valley Co-op members refuse rebate
Glenda Minor in an interview after 
the meeting. “This is the first year 
in quite a few that members were 
offered a cash rebate, and they turned 
it down!”

Every year at the AGM, the 
board makes a recommendation to 
members about how to deal with 
the year’s surplus. This year, the 
board recommended that 60 percent 
be distributed as equity (added to 

members’ shares) and 40 percent be 
distributed as a cash rebate (in the 
form of a cheque to members based 
on how much they spent at the store).
Usually, the members vote in the 
board’s recommendation.

This year, however, the board’s 
recommendation failed, and co-op 
member Peter Kabel’s subsequent 
motion to keep the 60 percent as equity 
but to put the 40 percent towards the 
mortgage passed overwhelmingly.

Minor reported that co-op 
member Corky Evans was the first 
to raise objections to taking a cash 
rebate when the store still owes quite 
a bit on the mortgage.

She said the store owes over 
$450,000 on the mortgage and is 
paying 7 percent interest. “We’ll be 
able to pay off a big chunk now – 
about $60,000,” she said.

More than 40 people attended the 
AGM. Quorum is 30 members. The 
co-op has over 2,000 members.

Re-elected to the board were Fred 
Padowinikoff and Don Munro. Newly 
elected are Glen Harper, Marcia 
Braundy and Dino Sharr. Continuing 
directors are Glenda Minor, Maureen 
McEwen, Deb Peebles, and Franz 
Grubba. One seat is still available.
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OPINION

EDITORIAL / LETTERS POLICY
The Valley Voice welcomes letters to the editor and community news 

articles from our readers. 
Letters and articles should be no longer than 500 words and may be 

edited. We reserve the right to reject any submitted material.
Please mark your letter “LETTER TO THE EDITOR.” Include your 

address and daytime phone number for verification purposes.
We will not knowingly publish any letter that is defamatory or libelous. 

We will not publish anonymous letters or letters signed with pseudonyms, 
except in extraordinary circumstances.

Opinions expressed in published letters are those of the author and not 
necessarily those of the Valley Voice.

Where is the 
legislation?

The government of the day, 
through the Minister of Veterans 
A f f a i r s  h a s  m a d e  s e v e r a l 
announcements and promises on 
Bill C-55 (New Veterans Charter), 
which has received first reading in 
the House of Commons but has not 
progressed to the Committee level. 

Similar announcements and 
promises have been made on Bill-
480 by the Minister of Finance 
(Removal of GST from poppies 
and wreath purchases) for which no 
legislation has yet been tabled.

As your readers know, the 
tabling and passage of these bills 
with Royal Assent will not be 
possible should the government 
decide to call an election. The 
Royal Canadian Legion has written 
to both ministers on the matters 
of legislative procedure and has 
received assurances that these 
matters are being looked into.

These bills, however, may die 
on the order paper if an election is 
called and leave Canada’s disabled 
veterans, their families and The 
Royal Canadian Legion without 
the legislation they all need. I write 
this letter because I am a veteran 
and I care.

John Gates
Slocan Valley Legion 

Branch 276

Political ghosts
In the interests of political 

accountability, the constituents 
of Kootenay–Columbia should 
know the local connection to 
the Conservative Party “in and 

Under Attack 
Again

Once again, big money is 
attacking your health, your privacy, 
and your bank account. BC Hydro is 
poised to install “smart” meters on 
your homes, claiming it will reduce 
hydro consumption. Lies! If you 
bothered to read the flyer that was 
inserted in the March 9 edition of the 
Valley Voice, you would have learned 
that the pulsed signal from a smart 
meter has been proven many times 

more dangerous than the cell phone 
microwave signal. Even though it 
is a microwave signal, instead of a 
steady signal it is a pulsed signal, 
and that opens a whole new range 
of dangers. Headaches, nausea, 
vomiting, fatigue, sleeplessness and 
other symptoms are associated with 
microwave radiation. Then comes 
the assault on your privacy. No one 
has the right to transmit your private 
information to the world at large, 
which is exactly what is intended by 
this junk technology. Smart meters 
can be hacked by a rookie hacker. 
There is not one brand of smart 
meter that cannot be hacked. 

They are also prone to extremely 
high false billings.

With BC Hydro’s announced 50 
percent increase in hydro rates over 
the next five years, coupled with 
extremely high time of day billing 
(rates could be up to five times 
higher during peak usage periods) 
this amounts to politicians preparing 
to rob you blind. 

You might notice that this new 
law does not apply to everyone, 
only the captive clientelle who are 
serviced by BC Hydro. Reason, 
private hydro companies see it as 
corporate suicide. Without it being 
required by a Gordon Campbell 
law, the issue of smart meters would 
never have come up. 

Politicians need mega projects, 
because those are the only means 
they have to conceal the huge 
kickbacks they receive. 

These so-called smart meters 
interfere with other electronic 
devices, including, but not limited 
to, cell phones, TVs, computers, 
and more. 

Keep in mind that when you see 
a politician, or CEO, spouting off 
about the benefits, just remember 
this: it is only a benefit to them, and 
you mean nothing to them.

Jody Rogers
New Denver

Ambulance 
Service in crisis

The New Denver ambulance has 
been struggling to maintain adequate 
coverage in our community, lately 
due to the attrition of volunteers 
either through family or work 
commitments as well as illness/
injuries. In fact, there has been 
NO service since early February. 
Any ambulance service that has 
been required has come from other 
stations; this has led to long wait 
times, slow and unfamiliar service. 

This dire situation is not new. 
We have been challenged to provide 
24/7 coverage for several years. 
Much of this time, the community 
was being covered by a depleted 
crew; one paramedic maintaining 
a first responder status or out of 
service completely. The fact a single 
paramedic is willing to work alone 
is due to the tremendous support 
provided by the New Denver fire 
department.

Your paramedics that have 
stepped forward to serve this 
community over the years have done 
it with a sense of pride, service to the 
community and lastly, a paycheque. 
We are encouraged to recruit new 
members with little support from a 
regional, provincial or union level.

We are gravely concerned about 
this deteriorating situation. The 
New Denver ambulance is down to 
two active members. It is beyond 
reasonable expectations to have 
24/7 coverage or anything close to 
it at this time or at any point in the 
foreseeable future.

It is with a sense of commitment 
to our community, its health & 
welfare, and our own health & 
welfare that we bring this plight to 
the attention of our community. We 
encourage you to voice your concerns 
to BC Ambulance Service, PO Box 
9600 Stn Prov Govt, Victoria, BC  
V8W 9P1 and MLA Katrine Conroy, 
#2 – 1006 3rd St., Castlegar, BC  V1N 
3X6; katrine.conroy.mla@leg.bc.ca; 
1-888-755-0556.

Sara Rainford
Joseph Matthews

BCAS New Denver

out” financing scheme currently 
dominating the national political 
news.

MP Jim Abbott is one of 67 
Conservative candidates from 
the 2006 federal election who, 
Elections Canada alleges, received 
Conservative Party money (which 
was then returned) as part of a 
complex “in and out” financing 
scheme. These money transfers 
allegedly allowed the Conservative 
Party to exceed their national 
campaign spending limit by over 
one million dollars, at taxpayers’ 
expense.

In an attempt to investigate this 
matter, the House of Commons 
Standing Committee on Access to 
Information, Privacy and Ethics 
conducted hearings in mid-August 
2008. Official Agents for local 
Conservative campaigns were 
either summoned or subpoenaed 
to appear before the Parliamentary 
Committee. When summoned, Mr. 
Abbott’s Official Agent, Mr. Harvey 
Venier failed to appear before the 
Committee on August 13. Other 
Official Agents also “failed” to 
appear, even when subpoenaed 
by the Committee. Eventually the 
Committee investigation ground to 
a halt out of sheer frustration.

Presently, Mr. Venier is the 
Financial Agent for the Kootenay-
Columbia Conservative Party 
Riding Association. Yet given 
the uncertainty surrounding Mr. 
Venier’s conduct as an Official Agent 
during the 2006 federal election, his 
continued presence as an Executive 
Member of the Riding Association 
undermines the credibility of the 
entire organization.

The “in and out” financing 
scheme may date back to 2006 
but the constituents of Kootenay-
Columbia deserve to know the truth.

Brent Bush
Kimberley

Why is the BC 
government 
determined to 
log Perry Ridge?

I have a copy: The Financial 
Analysis of Perry Ridge TSL 
A80073, by Trevor Jones, November 
11, 2010. Trevor Jones has a decades 
long career as professional engineer 
and in forest economics.

He says in his cover letter, “The 

attached analysis indicates that, in 
my opinion, the stumpage on Timber 
Sale License A80073 is too low to 
recover BC Timber Sales’s variable 
costs for this sale, and therefore not 
in conformance with Ministry of 
Forests and Range policy for setting 
up stumpage rates. It is likely that 
this timber sale would be subsidized 
by the government.”

I have a decades long career as 
a farmer in the Slocan Valley and 
along with the other residents who 
live along the east side of Perry 
Ridge have been concerned with our 
water supply which comes from this 
mountain. We have been protesting 
the threat of logging on this mountain 
for 40 years and it has been an uphill 
battle all the way. 

Our main concern is that because 
of the lower altitude of this mountain 
the streams that run off it barely 
provide enough water through the 
summer. We have had hydrologists, 
even BC Forest hydrologists, tell 
us that any amount of logging will 
affect our water flow negatively.

We have been ignored and lied 
to and threatened. And just as the 
people who have fought against 
nuclear reactors we have researched 
and done our homework and 
have accumulated overwhelming 
evidence to prove that Perry Ridge 
should not be logged. 

A year and a half ago I attended 
a seminar in Nelson about changes 
to the water act. People from all over 
the district attended and every ones 
main concern was protection of our 
water at the source; in other words 
our watersheds. And you know 
what? We were told that that is not 
on the table! 

Just this last year our government 
has made cutbacks in the budget 
allocation to our Slocan Valley 
Seniors Housing Society. If we can’t 
afford to subsidize our seniors why 
is the government subsidizing the 
logging of Perry Ridge?

Is this just an act of malice?
All my life I have been concerned 

about sustainable farming practices 
as well as forestry practices. There 
is a growing awareness about food 
security in BC. I am hopeful that this 
will result in greater concern for our 
soil and water.

Will our government now take a 
serious look at our water situation in 
this province?

Frank H. Nixon
Winlaw
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Comment to 
government 
on Water Act 
Modernization

We would like to begin by 
thanking those involved in the 
Water Act Modernization Plan. 
Seeking public comment on 
changes to management of such 
an important and often abused 
resource is essential, however, we 
wish to stress the manner in which 
the BC Government is choosing to 
“Modernize” our rights to water. 
While all the proposed regulations 
appear to levy the application and 
usage of water from a domestic 
standpoint,  i t  only provides 
unnecessary drawbacks for the 
domestic user. Based on the charts 
and tables provided by the Ministry 
of Environment for domestic water 
usage, the domestic consumer 
falls well below the volumes as 
compared to the commercial and 
industrial sector, where much of the 
modernization and regulation should 
be enforced.

Modernization of the Water Act 
may need some improvement for 
the domestic user, but improvement 
should be with protection to 
water sources; of watersheds and 
aquifers. While the majority of 
water usage in BC is from surface 
water supplies, there is very little, 
if any, protection offered by law 
that is clear and concise. In other 
words, the standards for crossing 
a stream, or removing a forest 
canopy in a watershed is written 
up by the very people granting the 
Timber Sales and harvesting the 
wood. Natural resource extraction, 
such as timber harvesting, occurs 
in watersheds throughout British 
Columbia on an ongoing basis. The 
Modernization Plan fails to sincerely 
look at the issue of resource removal 
in regulating protection of timing 
of flow, recharge and quality of our 
water. This issue poses a significant 
risk, particularly to small-source 
domestic users.

The mining of petroleum 
resources and raw ground materials 
poses potentially detrimental 
impacts to below-ground water 
reservoirs. Many domestic water 
users rely on these reservoirs for their 
water supply. There is insufficient 
information in the Modernization 
Draft Plan that covers the protection 
of water during resource extraction.

The final comment is regarding 
r e s e a r c h ,  c o m p l i a n c e  a n d 
enforcement. With significant budget 
cuts to the Ministry of Environment, 
staff reductions for the much-needed 
research on water data, the lack of 
concentration on water protection 
on priority areas, how does the 
Government expect to carry out 
any of these new modernization 
objectives? Decisions should not 
be made on statistical modeling, 
which may not reflect realities 

in specific locations. Monitoring 
stations and watershed health must 
be established, and data analysis, 
before decisions affecting future 
generations and eventualities are 
made. The protection and access to 
water, is a basic human right. It’s our 
opinion that WAM is reallocating 
priorities and permissions of water 
consumption on the domestic user, 
and perhaps walking a fine line on 
our rights to ensuring the protection 
and access to clean water, while 
leaving the corporate policies for 
water protection very open to its own 
level of interpretation. These policies 
must be clear in intent, and specific in 
application. While water for human 
consumption is a basic right, water 
permitted for commercial uses is a 
privilege and must have constraints 
if impinging upon domestic users.

We urge you to consider these 
thoughts when developing the 
Modernization Plan and ask that 
you please consider listening to 
the people WAM is hurting, our 
communities, the very people who 
are fighting to protect what is left of 
a clean and life-giving resource to 
our well-being.

Craig Sapriken, Pete 
Swetland, Carol Hill

Slocan Park Care Society

Clark needs 
a mandate to 
govern

Most of the mainstream media 
seem to be simply accepting Ms. 
Clark’s actions and not challenging 
her on whether she has the 
democratic and political legitimacy 
to do anything.

The BC Liberal government 
was elected based on the platform 
put forward by Gordon Campbell. 
Ms. Clark has announced she plans 
to change that platform. To do that, 
she requires the approval of the 
voters. She should not be changing 
the agenda without the consent of 
the voters.

Ms. Clark is also, herself, not an 
elected MLA. We therefore have an 
unelected person with an unapproved 
agenda, claiming to be acting on 
behalf of the people.

This is not democratic!
Ms. Clark needs to be elected, 

and her agenda needs to be approved 
by the people before she acts on it. 

The media should be challenging 
Ms. Clark on her legitimacy and 
asking when she is going to take 
herself and her agenda to them for 
approval.

In my lifetime, only one person 
has ever been elected to high office 
without first being elected. That 
person was John Turner when 
he became Prime Minister. Mr. 
Turner respected democratic process 
enough to call an election before 
attempting to pursue his agenda! 
Apparently, Ms. Clark does not have 
such respect.

If  Ms. Clark was openly 
following the same agenda as Mr. 

Campbell, and was willing to admit, 
then I’d say all she needs to do is 
run in a by-election. However, she 
has clearly stated she is changing 
the agenda.

Until she runs for office and 
succeeds, and puts her agenda to 
the people, Ms. Clark is NOT the 
democratically elected leader of 
this province and has no legitimacy 
to act.

Will Webster
Kaslo

Show respect 
and compassion 
for all life 
forms 

I am Eloise Charet of the Bear 
Clan of Turtle-Island, the territory 
you call Canada. In my culture 
Turtle-Island is the eldest name for 
mother earth. The Canadian Shield is 
the thickest and oldest plate on earth. 
As clan mothers and grandmothers, 
we are the guardians of the cradle 
of genesis and we take our ‘jobs’ 
seriously. 

I work and make my living from 
the forest. I weave hats and baskets 
and I make healing salves with tree 
sap. I have a deep respect for the land 
and its creatures, I never take without 
asking and making an offering for 
that life - be it a plant or animal. 
The earth is sacred, all life has spirit 
and we should respect nature as we 
respect one another. 

In the Kootenays we have 
known great suffering from the 
dams destroying farms and declaring 
the Sinixt extinct to the removal 
of the Doukhabor children and the 
WWII Japanese internment camp. 
In 1990, 89 people were arrested 
in the Kootenays for trying to save 
their watershed from logging and it 
was logged anyways. In 1997, 33 
were arrested trying to save their 
watersheds. My eleven-year-old 
daughter and I were arrested and I 
spent two months in jail fasting for 
my water and for the 19 days worth 
of wood that went to the mill. The 
next year, I walked across Canada 
for water. It frightened me how little 
pure water and few trees were left in 
this beautiful country.

I have worked alongside loggers 
demonstrating that we can have more 
than one way of life concerning our 
forest that we can work together 
and slow down the rate at which we 
are eradicating our trees. A forest is 
a complete ecosystem. The sponge 
beneath the trees keeps the moisture 
in and needs the canopy to shade 
it. The roots hold the earth. These 
mountains are the watershed of this 
country, the source of life.

The Ministry of Forest ran in the 
red for years and now BC Timbers 
has been in the red for years. In other 
words, we the taxpayers are paying 
to have our watersheds logged. 
The forest industry is in a period of 
collapse because we are running out 
of trees. Our loggers are driving large 
distances to get what’s left. We are 

in a state of crisis right now and we 
have to come to terms with it before 
nothing is left.

Where have all the trees gone? 
Accounting is the greatest storage 
being occupied on earth at the cost 
of people going homeless. Even a 
lawyer has to keep a hard copy of 
all legal proceedings and will have a 
garage full by the end of their career.

We need to work together as 
a community with our loggers 
and develop a plan that aims at 
sustaining what is left, developing 
more transformative industry in 
our area rather than shipping out 
raw logs. We have a lot of people 
making doors, building houses, 
wood artisans and so much more. 
In the mountains we are people of 
the trees.

I would like to suggest and ask 
the Sinixt if they will conduct such 
a meeting in our area, open to all 
people, with an invitation to any 
nation who can help us to plan a 
healthier future for all our children.

I would like to suggest a 
moratorium on all clearcut logging, a 
moratorium on debt owed by logging 
families and I would ask the Banks to 
eliminate all interest on their loans to 
help them get through this transition. 
I don’t have all the solutions but I feel 
if we work together, we can leave a 
living legacy.

I am but a simple woman but I 
live a life that is close to nature. I 
see the signs of a dying forest, dried 
out from exposure to hot sun. I see 
streambeds drying up or polluted to 
the point that they are full of toxic 
chemicals. We have affected the 
fragile ecosystem that nourishes 
and sustains a healthy life. We are 
getting sick and dying from three 
different types of cancer. What kind 
of quality of life is that? Our glaciers 
are melting, the climate is shifting 
and we are experiencing immense 
tragedies all over the world with 
species disappearing daily.

A forest needs its elders, its 
grandparents and parents to be 
present as examples to the next 
generations, to shade and protect the 
seedlings. All species need family to 
grow and not be raised in uniform 
nurseries or fish tanks. We need to 
change our way of assuming we can 
manage nature and start cooperating 
with it and with one another. 

Beyond all laws is a divine 
justice that we all have to try and 
live up to. The continuity of our 
forest and water is not just a legal 
issue but a moral issue that we all 
have to take to heart. In my culture 
we try not to pass judgment on 
people or things because it closes 
the door to mediation. All decisions 
are weighted by how they will affect 
the next seven generations and most 
important is that when dealing with 
one another we show respect and 
compassion for all life forms.

It’s with the greatest hope for 
peace on earth that I write this today.

Eloise Charet
New Denver

Thoughts on 
BC Hydro rate 
increases

We a re  cu r r en t ly  be ing 
bombarded with the news that BC 
Hydro rates will rise 10 percent 
per year over the next three years 
to pay for upgrades to aging 
equipment. Just a few moments 
ago, the president of BC Hydro 
was on CBC radio, explaining that 
Hydro procrastinated on capital 
expenditures over the last 20 years, 
and how rising electricity demands 
and facility deterioration make huge 
expenditures necessary. He also 
referred to the earthquake in New 
Zealand; that events there emphasize 
the need for Hydro to improve aging 
dams and transmission lines all over 
BC.

Fair enough…maybe. But I have 
a couple of questions:

Why is there no mention of the 
money the government has skimmed 
from BC Hydro over those 20 
years? I would be very interested to 
know how much of the forthcoming 
increases would be necessary had 
that money been properly invested 
toward future capital expenditures. 
The money taken by government 
from BC Hydro actually amounts to 
another hidden tax.

What portion of the “rising 
electricity demands” is actually 
within BC? Are we being charged 
for upgrades that will be used to 
sell power outside BC, enabling 
government to extract even more 
hidden tax in the future?

Protests in Cairo brought down 
a ruling despot who used deceit and 
power to accumulate billions at the 
expense of the population, spawning 
similar protests all over North Africa 
and the Middle East.

Where is the protest against 
elected government that loots crown 
corporations? That money helps pay 
elected members’ salary increases 
that they voted in themselves, for 
the fancy renovations of their offices 
and for their pet projects – without 
having to pay the political price of a 
straightforward tax hike.

I’m an old guy on a fixed income. 
Internet and TV are not within my 
budget. I cannot afford a 30 percent 
increase in hydro rates – brought on 
to some degree by elected lawmakers 
who created legal theft from crown 
corporations to pad their budget.

I’d like to see some investigative 
reporting and facts on this side of 
the issue.

M. J. Morehouse

Advertise in the newspaper that 
everybody reads - the Valley Voice

Your locally owned, independent 
community newspaper

Call 250-358-7218 for details
Email: valleyvoice@netidea.com
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Website Launch 
at Lucerne 

School
Lucerne School 

and PAC invite you 
to a celebration - 
we are launching 
the school’s new 

website.

Tuesday, April 5 at 
6 pm in the library

Refreshments will 
be provided

VILLAGE OF 
NEW DENVER

PUBLIC NOTICE – OFFICE CLOSURE
               

The Village of New Denver Municipal Office will be 
closed on Wednesday, April 06, 2011, allowing staff 
to attend an Elections Workshop.

 

by Jan McMurray
RDCK representatives came to 

New Denver on March 10 to continue 
the ongoing discussion with Denver 
Siding residents on their water system.

The RDCK-owned water system 
does not meet the Interior Health 
Authority’s (IHA) standards, so 
the community and the RDCK are 
exploring ways to satisfy the IHA. 
The preferred option, according to a 
June 2009 survey of Denver Siding 
water users, is to join New Denver and 
connect to New Denver’s water system. 
To find out more about this option, the 
RDCK applied for and received a grant 
to conduct a study on the implications 
of a boundary restructure that would 
bring Denver Siding into the Village 
of New Denver.

B a r r y  M c L e a n ,  w h o  w a s 
hired to do the study, attended the 
meeting to present the results. The 
boundary restructure would increase 
New Denver’s assessment value 
by about eight percent, bringing in 

Denver Siding takes closer look at joining New Denver
approximately $12,906 in taxation 
(based on 2010 rates), and in return, 
New Denver would have to provide 
road maintenance, garbage pickup and 
maintenance of the expanded water 
system to the new residents.

A boundary restructure would have 
to include the properties between the 
Village and Denver Siding, because 
the Province does not allow “satellite” 
expansions. The Village would also 
want to bring in properties outside its 
boundaries that it currently supplies 
with water.

A comparison of taxation on a 
$200,000 home for Village residents 
versus Denver Siding residents showed 
that Village residents pay about $146 
per year more than Denver Siding 
residents. However, the Village water 
rate is very low, at $250 per year per 
residential connection (Denver Siding 
residents will pay $480 in 2011), and 
provides garbage pickup for $135 per 
year. The RDCK does not provide 
garbage pickup. So in the end, the 
difference in taxation and user fees is 
negligible.

New Denver has indicated that 
before it will take on Denver Siding, 
all necessary upgrades to the system 
have to be done, as well as a detailed 
engineering study outlining the life 
expectancy of the system’s components 
with full cost accounting. Taking on 
Denver Siding would have to be done 
at no cost to Village taxpayers.

It would also have to be done 
with no requirement for New Denver 
to chlorinate its water. Uli Wolf of 
the RDCK said the RDCK would 
meet with the IHA to find out if the 
IHA would require New Denver to 
chlorinate Village water if it expands 
its system to take on Denver Siding. If 
so, New Denver is not interested in a 
boundary restructure.

McLean outlined the other options 
the community has to bring the water 
system up to standard: install a water 
treatment plant; install Point of Entry 
filtration systems on each household; 
drill a well.

Wolf advised the community to 
keep all of these options open, especially 
because there is a possibility that the 
regulations for small water systems 
will be somewhat relaxed. He reported 
that a working group will be making 
recommendations to the Province, and 
those recommendations will include 
lower treatment requirements for 
systems with less than 125 connections.

It looks like it will still be a while 
before Denver Siding has all the 
information needed to decide on one of 
these options. No matter what option is 
chosen, though, one thing seems clear: 
it will be fairly expensive for Denver 
Siding residents. For years, they paid 
$250 per household for their water. 

Last year, they agreed to raise the fee 
to $400, and this year, they agreed to 
$480. Goals for now are to upgrade 
their distribution system, which will 
need to be done no matter which option 
they choose, and to build up their 
reserve fund.

One resident said that he and his 
neighbours had been drinking Denver 
Siding water for years and have always 

thought they have the best water in the 
world. “Suddenly we have this big 
issue because somebody who doesn’t 
live here says the water is no good.” 
Area H Director Walter Popoff told him 
that the water is tested regularly and is 
failing according to IHA standards. He 
said South Slocan had been through the 
exact same thing and he fought it, but 
to no avail. South Slocan had to install 

an expensive treatment plant. Popoff 
said an IHA representative had attended 
an RDCK board meeting that day, and 
the directors gave her a clear message 
that the regulations are unfair for small 
water systems. “Unfortunately, we have 
to deal with it until there is a change. 
We’re recommending changes, but 
change takes a long time. We’re trying 
to avoid another South Slocan,” he said.

by Jan McMurray
BC Hydro has found that it is not 

at fault for the January 7 power outage 
and surge in the New Denver area that 
caused a lot of damage to people’s 
electrical equipment.

However, BC Hydro is prepared 
to provide some funding – to a 
maximum of $1,000 per household 
– to customers who make claims 
on their damaged appliances and 
equipment. The company will cover 
the insurance deductible for customers 
with homeowner insurance, and will 
pay an equivalent amount to their 
customers who do not have insurance.

On March 18,  BC Hydro 
spokesperson Mary Anne Coules 
informed the Valley Voice that a 
thorough investigation of the incident 
had been completed. “Our review 
of this incident does not indicate 
any fault on BC Hydro’s part. The 
outage and subsequent surge event 
were caused by the adverse weather 
conditions in the New Denver area at 
the time, and our equipment operated 
as intended,” she said.

A letter from BC Hydro to its 
customers explains that in the New 

BC Hydro denies fault in power surge, provides some compensation
Denver area, there are some poles 
that carry both the 60kV transmission 
lines and the distribution lines. BC 
Hydro believes that “a contact or 
flashover between the circuits likely 
occurred. Given the adverse weather 
conditions at the time of the incident, 
we believe that the contact or 
flashover was caused by falling trees 
(or tree branches) or ice and snow. 
These conditions resulted in a surge 
into our distribution lines, which was 
unfortunately also transmitted into 
our customers’ households in the area, 
damaging appliances and electronic 
equipment.”

Coules also reported that after 
a first attempt to re-energize the 
lines failed, a second attempt was 
made at 7:23 am. This is “contrary 
to our locally recommended practice 
regarding re-energizing this particular 
transmission line.” The letter to 
customers from BC Hydro states, 
“While it is speculative as to whether 
this second attempt at re-energization 
resulted in any damage to our 
customers’ equipment, in recognition 
of the financial hardships to our 
customers we are prepared to offer 

compensation…” 
The letter to customers also 

quotes from BC Hydro’s Electric 
Tariff, section 9.7, which states that 
the company “does not guarantee a 
constant supply of Electricity or the 
maintenance of unvaried frequency or 
voltage and shall not be responsible 
for any loss, injury, damage or 
expense caused by or resulting from 
any interruption, failure or defect in 
the supply of Electricity…”

To claim funding from BC 
Hydro, insured customers must 
submit proof to BC Hydro that their 
insurance company has accepted 
their claim and has made payment to 
them for the damage caused by the 
power surge. Uninsured customers 
must submit proof of their damaged 
equipment or appliances (with details 
of brand name, model and serial 
number, place and date of purchase, 
and purchase price), including any 
replacement purchase receipts or 
repair invoices. This documentation 
must be submitted by May 10 to BC 
Hydro Claims Department, 14th 
Floor, 4555 Kingsway, Burnaby, BC  
V5H 4T8.

by Jan McMurray
Winlaw Hall was packed with 

people the evening of March 12 who 
came out to watch a professional 
multi-cultural dance performance by 
local people. The ‘Into the Mystic’ 
World Dance performance, offering 
a taste of the Middle East, Africa, and 
Latin America, was a welcome escape 
to faraway places for Slocan Valley 
residents in March.

The performance was presented by 
Soul Fire Dance, based in the Slocan 
Valley, with funding from Slocan 
Valley Arts Council and Columbia 
Kootenay Cultural Alliance.

‘Into the Mystic’ consisted of 
ten performances, featuring five 
Soul Fire Dance instructors and 
their students. The five instructors/
choreographers featured were Shauna 
Robertson, founder of Soul Fire Dance, 
specializing in Middle Eastern; Lisa 
Hanning, Modern; Erin Thomson, 
Latin; Marilyn Falck, African; 
and Slava Doval, Folk Fusion. All 
instructors are from Nelson and the 
Slocan Valley.

The multi-cultural experience 
was enhanced by the performers’ 
wonderful costumes, made by the 
choreographers, and the music. Most 
of the dances were accompanied by 
drummers versed in either African or 
Middle Eastern rhythms. Members 
of the Moving Mosaic Samba Band 
accompanied the samba finale.

Soul Fire Dance regularly presents 
performances, and offers classes and 
workshops to people of all ages in the 

‘Into the Mystic’ World Dance show features amazing local talent
Slocan Valley. A Youth World Dance 
Camp was held at Slocan Park Hall 
during the March break, and seven 
youth aged six to 15 attended. Shauna 
Robertson is offering Egyptian and 
Tribal dance classes through Slocan 
Valley Recreation at Slocan Park Hall 
starting March 28, and is planning a 
Spring Showcase at the Vallican Whole 
Community Centre in early June. 
Summer workshops are on the horizon, 

and “a whole new exciting program” 
is coming in September.

Robertson came to the Kootenays 
in 2000 and started Soul Fire Dance in 
2004. She has been studying Middle 
Eastern dance since 1999, traveling 
all over Canada to participate in 
workshops.

For more information, visit www.
soulfiredance.webs.com, call 226-0087 
or email shaunasoulfire@hotmail.com.
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Winlaw Hall played host to a multi-cultural dance performance, March 12.
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Nakusp, BC 
250-265-3681

• LUMBER
• SIDING
• INSULATION
• ROOFING
• DRYWALL
• FLOORING
• HARDWARE
• GENERAL PAINT
• PLUMBING
• ELECTRICAL
• WOOD STOVES
• WINDOWS/DOORS
• SCAFFOLDING
• ENGINEERED FLOORS
• ROOF TRUSSES
• TOOL RENTALS
• AGRICULTURAL FEEDS
• GARDENING SUPPLIES
• GREENHOUSE

OPEN
8 am - 5:30 Weekdays
9 am - 5:00 Saturday

The Best Lumberyard 
in the Kootenays

We deliver!

REGIONAL DISTRICT OF CENTRAL KOOTENAY
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL

The Regional District of Central Kootenay (RDCK) is inviting a RFP 
for the following contract:

Metal Material Salvage Services

The RFP information package can be obtained from:
Website: www.rdck.bc.ca

Website: www.bcbid.gov.bc.ca
Or by contacting Grace Brouwer

Phone:  (250) 352-8178 / Toll Free:  1-800-268-7325

Sealed proposals clearly marked as per the specification instructions 
will be accepted until 2:00 pm, Monday, March 28, 2011.

Emailed and faxed proposals will NOT be accepted.

The lowest or any proposal will not necessarily be accepted.  The 
Regional District of Central Kootenay reserves the right to waive 
minor defects in any proposal and to reject any and all proposals, 
and to accept the proposal deemed most favourable in the interest 
of the Regional District of Central Kootenay, having regard to price, 

operational criteria and technical criteria.

IT’S SPRING 
TIME!!!

 with Spectrum 
Home & Family 

Care

WE CAN HELP WITH.....
  • Spring Cleaning
  • Downsizing and Yard Sales
  • Garden planning and 
 planting
  • Regular Yard Maintenance

and so much more!!!!
JUST ASK US……

250-265-3842
spectrumcares@telus.net

by Jan McMurray
Gene Nagy and Earl Frerichs 

attended the March 8 Nakusp council 
meeting to ask for council’s support 
for a fixed link to replace the Galena/
Shelter ferry crossing. Council agreed 
to provide them with a letter of support 
in principle after a lengthy discussion 
later in the meeting.

Frerichs described the proposed 
route for the fixed link, which is different 
than the one proposed by ALTIA (Arrow 
Lakes Transportation and Infrastructure 
Association) some years ago. This 
one involves two causeway/bridge 
structures. The new route would go 
along Hwy 31 (Lardeau Loop), then 
along Hill Creek Road to Storm Point, 
then across Beaton Arm on a causeway 

New proposal for causeways/bridges at Galena Bay
and bridge to Arrowhead, then along a 
short road to the old Sidmouth townsite 
(also known as 24 Mile), across a 
causeway and bridge to the west side of 
Cranberry Creek, and along a short road 
from the causeway to Hwy 23 south of 
Revelstoke.

Frerichs outlined the drawbacks of 
the ferry, such as sailing waits in peak 
season, no service overnight, and delays 
for commercial traffic (particularly chip 
trucks). He said a new, bigger ferry as 
currently planned for the crossing would 
have wasted capacity during the winter, 
would cost at least $50 million to build 
and $4 million per year to operate. 
Currently, it costs $3 million per year 
to operate the DEV Galena.

The benefits of a fixed crossing, 

he said, is a reliable, 24/7 north/south 
access that would save 30 minutes of 
travel time each way. It would be a boost 
to the local economy, and would offer an 
alternate route to Trans-Canada traffic.

Frerichs said he and Nagy would 
be meeting with BC Hydro in May 
to discuss the possibility of Hydro 
building a weir between Sidmouth and 
Cranberry Creek at elevation 1438’. This 
would solve problems of dust storms 
and turtle habitat south of Revelstoke, 
as well as create a recreational lake. A 
power plant could be part of the weir. 
Frerichs asserted that if Hydro agrees 
to construct the weir, the cost of the 
Sidmouth-Cranberry causeway could 
be borne by them.

The estimated cost of building 

the bridges and causeways and hiring 
engineers and consultants is $111.6 
million. Frerichs subtracted the cost of 
construction of the new ferry and the cost 
of the Sidmouth-Cranberry causeway, 
assuming BC Hydro would agree to 
paying for this, and ended up with a 
cost of $40.6 million. The estimated 
cost of the old ALTIA proposal was 
$73.1 million.

Frerichs said a cursory survey of 
local residents and businesses showed 
a majority in favour of a fixed link. 
However, some object because they 
wish to help maintain the serenity of 
the valley by restricting access with 
the ferry, and others object because 
they think this may delay the more 
immediate solution of the construction 

of the bigger ferry.
Although council had some 

reservations because the proposal is so 
preliminary and they do not want to put 
the plan for the new ferry in jeopardy, 
they decided to provide the letter of 
support in principle so Frerichs and 
Nagy can move forward. “We know it 
would be good for the town – we need 
more traffic coming in – but we still 
want to see interim measures taken,” 
said Councillor Mueller.

by Art Joyce
After three years recovering from a 

knee injury, Jesse McDonald of Nakusp 
(now living in Nelson) took gold medals 
in both Snowboard Cross races at the 
BC Snowboard Association’s Provincial 
Series event at Red Mountain March 5-6.

McDonald competed in the pro 

Snowboarder Jesse McDonald wins gold at Red Mountain
category. After the qualifying runs, 
eight women finalists were selected. 
Competitors came from as far away as 
Australia and Portugal, but mostly BC 
and Alberta. 

For McDonald the win was 
bittersweet. On one hand it was a triumph 
after being knocked out of competition 

for three years due to a serious knee 
injury and meniscus tear from a training 
accident in Austria in 2008. On the other 
hand the pain she experienced has left her 
uncertain about her future in the sport.

“Before I was injured, I was on the 
World Cup tour, so I haven’t done an 
event this small in years. It was just a 
first step to see what I could do and it 
was really painful for me. I had a spot at 
the nationals this year, so I could have 
stepped up to that after this event.”

She says the way she ended up at 
the event was a bit of a fluke. Her coach 
Chris Nakonechny doesn’t normally 
go to smaller events but was going 
to be there and suggested she try out. 
McDonald had been working with top-
notch physiotherapists but her knee was 
still recovering. 

“I really have been working with 
great trainers and specialists on this 
injury. I love Snowboard Cross so much 
and I missed it a lot. Everything else took 
over the pain. It was a great first step for 
me after my recovery.” 

As with many physically demanding 
professional sports, athletes must race 
against not only the timing clock but also 

their physical clock. Hockey and football 
players are generally too battered by their 
mid-30s to carry on. Snowboarding is 
a comparatively new sport so the jury 
is still out on the upper age limit for 
competitors. McDonald began at age 8 
and says she was one of the only girls at 
the competitions she attended. 

“My mentor just won gold at 
international competitions and she’s 31. 
But some of the best riders are 18. I’m 
20 years old so I guess I’m getting old 
at this sport.”

Her next logical step would be 
the nationals but she says it’s clear her 
knee is just not ready for that yet. She’s 
working hard in the gym training and 
plans to consult a pain specialist in 
Calgary. 

“The drive and determination is 
there for me – physical limitation is the 
only question now. I’ll take it season by 
season and go from there. I definitely 
expect myself to be back on the World 
Cup tour.” McDonald has gone to the 
junior worlds three times, and won the 
Vancouver Board of Trade ‘Spirit of 
2010’ Award and the Gordon Campbell 
athletic award in 2008. 

by Art Joyce
The Regional District of Central 

Kootenay (RDCK) has a new regional 
fire chief, Terry Swan. The new position 
was created in response to direction from 
area fire chiefs who saw a need for a 
coordinated approach within the district. 

Swan began his firefighting career in 
1973 when he signed up with the District 
of North Vancouver, where he was a 
career firefighter for 31 years before 
retiring as deputy fire chief. The Swan 
family decided they wanted to live in a 
small town and moved to Nelson about 
six years ago, building a retirement home 
on Kootenay Lake’s North Shore.

“It ended up just being a change 
of careers from a deputy fire chief 
to a general contractor building the 
retirement home,” laughs Swan, “and 
then back to being regional fire chief.” 

Swan says he was lured out of 
retirement about a year ago while 
teaching an officers’ development course 
for the Nelson Fire Department. Joe 
Chirico, general manager of community 
services, told him they were in the 
process of creating the fire chief position 
for the Regional District. Swan’s interest 
was piqued and he applied for the job as 
soon as it was advertised. 

“Which proves one thing for sure; 
you can take the man out of the fire 
services you just can’t get the fire 
services out of the man.”

There are 17 fire departments within 
the RDCK, each operating under their 
own procedures, explains Swan. In 
his view it simply isn’t a cost-efficient 
way of getting things done – a view 
reflected by many of the fire chiefs. He 
believes that a centralized system of 
operations will help streamline costs by 
standardizing purchasing procedures 
as well as helping with transition of 
staff from one department to another. 
Although there’s a large disparity in 
operating practices across the district, 
for some there will be major changes, 
for others there will be none. 

Swan emphasizes that there was no 
tax increase to create this position; it’s 
being funded out of existing budgets.

New regional fire chief has work cut out
“I’ve committed to three years on 

the job to create a position that a younger 
person can come in and build a job on,” 
says Swan. “To get 17 departments with 
337 firefighters spread over some 23,000 
square kilometres into shape isn’t going 
to be an easy job. I expect to be quite 
busy over the next three years.”

Currently the Regional District has 
no overall fire bylaw. One of his jobs 
will be to make recommendations to the 
RDCK board toward creating a unified 
bylaw. This will aid officers dealing with 
situations where, for example, someone 
calls the fire department with concerns 
over backyard burning of plastics. As 
it stands, fire department officers have 
no authority in such a situation, despite 
Ministry of Environment directives to 
deal with the matter. 

“I don’t think it’s a stretch that the 
fire chief should have some authority in 
a situation like that, to say put it out or I 
will and I’ll bill you.” 

Swan sees himself as being the go-
between the governing board and the fire 
chiefs out in the field, though his job is 
ultimately to see the board’s directions 
carried out. He says so far in his two 
months on the job he has received a high 
level of cooperation from personnel.

“Six months from now if you ask 
me, I’d like to say it’s gone beyond just 
organization building. I’ll be satisfied 
if we just have an organization that’s 
well established and can carry on into 
the future. I’ve always believed that if 
you shoot high and fail, you’re still way 
up there.”

New regional fire chief, Terry Swan.
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Blind Sale at 
Nakusp Glass 

20% off all 
custom order 

blinds.  

March 15- 
April 15 

201 Broadway
250-265-3252

The clear choice for all your glass needs!

WEEKLY SPONSOR:
Selkirk Realty

Kelly Roberts
(250) 265-3635

www.royallepage.ca

To Celebrate 
   the Year of 

 the Cat...
The Nakusp Veterinary 

Clinic will be offering 
free tattoo 

identification 
and PALS will 

be offering a 25% 
subsidy on all cats 

spayed and neutered 
during the month of 
April. Call the clinic 

at 250-265-4442 or PALS 
at 250-265-3792 to arrange.

istawny@gmail.com
Applications close April 15, 2011

Grant co-ordinator
Tawny Sidwill, 265-3809

• Recreation Commission #4 is hoping to run a Summer 
Swim Program this year

• New Board Members are needed if anyone is interested
• The Summer Day Program will not be running

by Jan McMurray
• Council received a proposal from 

the newly formed Nakusp Running Club 
for a Mother’s Day event, including 
a 5-kilometre run, a 2-kilometre walk 
and a 100-metre children’s run. The 
finish area is proposed to be in the park 
by the gazebo, where the club would 
like to have a barbecue and bake sale, 
with proceeds going to a local charity. 
“We are eager to work with the Village 
staff to make this a wonderful event for 
the entire community to enjoy,” says 
the letter of proposal. Council voted to 
support the event and to ask organizers 
to work with Village staff on road 
closures, insurance requirements and 
other logistics.

• Mayor Hamling reported that 
Nakusp did not make the top ten in the 
Kraft Hockeyville contest. The two 
BC communities that made the top 

Nakusp council, March 8: Mother’s Day event in the works
ten are McKenzie and Fort Nelson. 
However, she said this brought out a lot 
of community spirit and “I really want to 
thank Andrea Coates and Rusty Reimer 
and everyone who worked so hard on 
the whole thing. We will just have to 
try again.”

• Council received a report on 
the Chamber Fee for Service from 
Acting CAO Lynda Tynan. The report 
outlines the amount of funding other 
municipalities contribute to their 
Chambers. Revelstoke contributes 
$45,000; Nelson contributes $79,000; 
Lumby contributes $10,000 plus $5,000 
for joint advertising. In 2010, the 
Village of Nakusp provided $8,000 to 
the Chamber for operating the Visitor 
InfoCentre, and leased the InfoCentre 
property to the Chamber for $1.

Funding for the Visitor InfoCentre 
was referred to budget discussions, and 

staff was directed to prepare a lease 
agreement for council’s approval.

• Mayor Hamling reported that the 
Chamber would be attending an outdoor 
trade show in Calgary. The Village is 
contributing $300 towards the cost of 
the show to support the promotion of 
the hot springs. The Chamber is also 
working on a brochure for trails in the 
area, and the Village will advertise the 
hot springs on the brochure.

• The Cultural Conference Centre 
Committee submitted an update on 
auditorium projects for council’s 
information. The sound room has been 
constructed and should be completed 
within the next few months. The group 
did not receive enough funding under 
the 2010 CBT Community Initiatives 
program to do the serving kitchen/bar/
janitorial renovation. The Rotary Club 
has partnered with the committee to 
complete this part of the project, and 
has applied for Community Initiatives 
funding this year. Regarding the second 
phase of the overall project, plans will 
be drawn up for the new, larger kitchen, 
stage dressing rooms/washrooms and 
renovated hockey concession.

• Acting CAO Lynda Tynan 
reported that the Village would know 
the results of the grant application for the 
hot springs bridge by the end of April. 
She said the EMS building was very 
close to completion, with a “really low” 
expectation of any more expenditures.

• Councillor Leitch reported 
that the Hot Springs Commission 
had a very good meeting where they 
did a SWOT exercise (Strengths, 
Weaknesses, Opportunities, Threats), 
“and I think the commission will be 
very productive.” The mayor added that 
she was impressed with the enthusiasm 
around the table.

Leitch also reported that the hiring 
committee had done the shortlisting for 
the position of Arena/Parks Manager.

• Councillor Mueller reported that 
at the February 24 RDCK meeting, 
Director Paul Peterson (RDCK 
representative on the CBT board) gave 
notice of motion regarding a change 
in the CBT Community Initiatives 
funding formula. He would like to see 
it based on population only, and not 
on a combination of population and 
assessment. For Nakusp, this would 
mean a $2,000 increase, from $18,000 to 

$20,000. The new formula would result 
in more funding for six communities and 
less funding for six other communities 
in the RDCK, including Nelson and 
Castlegar. This has been referred to 
municipalities for comment.

Mayor Hamling commented that 
the RDCK is the only one with the 
combination population/assessments 
formula; all other Regional Districts 
base their funding formula on population 
only. She said she sent an email out to 
explain that because population is 
dwindling in Nakusp and increasing 
in Nelson and Castlegar, funding will 
continue to decrease for Nakusp and to 
increase for Nelson and Castlegar.

• Council approved the Development 
Permit Application for the Esso, where 
the new owners are planning an addition 
to the convenience store, the relocation 
of the pump service and a canopy 
over the pumps. The addition to the 
store includes a coffee station. Mayor 
Hamling reminded council that the OCP 
states no restaurants are allowed in the 
Highway Commercial zone, because 
of the clear wish of the community to 
encourage people to go downtown. 
Council agreed to stipulate that there be 
no food preparation area associated with 
the coffee station at the Esso.

• During public time, Guy Duchaine 
(9978) said he was working with a group 
of people on setting up a co-generation 
plant and a pellet plant either in the 
Nakusp area or elsewhere. The next 
step for the group is to fund feasibility 
studies. He said the project would 
probably take three years to plan and 
two years to implement. “We’re trying 
to create work for our young people,” 

he said. Mayor Hamling suggested that 
he set up a meeting with council, as 
council is always interested in hearing 
about anything that would provide jobs 
and some security in the community.

• Councillor Mueller reported that 
there will be new recycling bins in 
Nakusp that will crush the recyclables 
before hauling them away. The bins will 
be hauled three times a week. She said 
she was assured the new system would 
create no more noise than there is when 
the containers are picked up now.

• A report from Public Works 
Manager Mike Pedersen explains that 
BC Hydro’s vegetation management 
coordinator has requested that the 
Village allow the beach trees under 
the power lines to be removed, as they 
are a hazard. BC Hydro has a program 
which provides $2,000 to have the 
trees removed and other trees planted 
elsewhere. Council tabled the matter 
until Pedersen can attend a meeting.

• Council will advise AKBLG 
(Association of Kootenay Boundary 
Local Governments) that Nakusp would 
like to host the 2015 AKBLG AGM and 
conference. If the opportunity arises to 
host the conference in 2013 or 2014, 
council would be open to discuss this.

• Council decided to write a letter 
to the Minister of Tourism, expressing 
support for heritage and concerns for 
the current level of support from the 
Province for heritage programs and 
services.

• Berg, Naqvi, Lehman were 
appointed auditors for the 2011 Audited 
Financial Statements.

• Accounts payable of $186,184.28 
were approved.

by Jan McMurray
A Community Information 

Kiosk will be sprouting up in Nakusp 
this summer, most likely in the 
community park.

A mushroom-style design for the 
kiosk by Sondra Krajewski has been 
selected, with a cedar pole as the 
stem, capped with a dome-shaped 
cedar shake roof.

The location for the kiosk has 
not yet been finalized. Project 
Coordinator Janet Royko submitted 
a written update with the design 
drawings for the March 8 council 
meeting, where council directed 
staff to meet with the project 
committee to discuss location and 
design standards for the kiosk. In a 
telephone interview, Royko said they 
were looking at a site on the beach 
side of the park.

The kiosk will have eight panels 
in an octagon arrangement, each with 
a category heading such as Events, 
Services, Trades & Skills, Lost & 
Found. Royko said gardeners and 
other organizations have approached 
them about having a space to display 
information as well. Notices will be 
posted under plexiglass.

The committee is putting together 
a team of volunteers to manage the 
kiosk, making sure the information is 
current and updated, and maintaining 
the appearance of the site. 

Royko said the kiosk will be 
“one more place to have community 

information” and is not meant to take 
over from the existing public bulletin 
boards and Visitor InfoCentre. “Our 
main hope is that it will be a way 
to coordinate information in the 
community. The team managing the 
kiosk will be looking to get updates 
from our various community groups, 
so we’re hoping for a cooperative 
venture, helping to alleviate some of 
the difficulties the community has 
with connecting up between groups. 
And we want to create a gathering 
place.”

The project is being funded with 
a $16,125 grant from the federal New 
Horizons for Seniors program. The 
objective of the grant program is to 
engage seniors. Royko explained that 
this project will engage both seniors 
and disabled people. The Nakusp 
Everybody Club, which supports 
integration into the community for 
persons with disabilities, applied for 
the grant and the Arrow Lakes Arts 
Council, mostly made up of seniors, 
has embraced the project.

“Seniors and disabled people will 
probably make up the management 
team, with support workers,” Royko 
said. “We also want to have events 
around the kiosk during the summer, 
such as story hour with older people 
and historical vignettes.”

The kiosk design includes solar 
panels on the roof to power LED 
lights, a motion detector and a 
surveillance camera.

Nakusp to get new Community 
Information Kiosk
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by Art Joyce
Silverton council faced some 

angry citizens at its regular meeting 
of March 15, some concerned with 
Village expenditures. Others such as 
Tim Wiseman were more upset about 
the suspension of Village administrator 
Junko Ida, alleging misconduct on the 
part of Mayor John Everett. Ida was 
suspended by the Village as of March 
2 via personal letter. Mayor Everett 
made it clear that the termination 
of Ida’s employment as CAO was 
“without alleging cause.” A second 
letter notifying Ida of her termination 
was also sent.

Although such communications 
between the Village and employees 
are typically confidential, the letter 
had been publicly posted. Wiseman 
obtained a copy of the second letter and 
read excerpts from it at the meeting. He 
claims the Village conducted an “illegal 
meeting” when it met to discuss Ida’s 
termination because the purpose for the 
meeting was not posted. Wiseman said 
a minimum 24-hour notice is required 
even for closed meetings. Speaking 
directly to Mayor Everett, Wiseman 
said, “I use the term of mayor only out 
of respect for the position, not for who 
occupies the position.”

The mayor explained the Village 
has a standard policy of notifying 
the public of all meetings 48 hours 
before they occur and did so. Under 
the Community Charter, no details 
are required to be given for a closed 
meeting other than the general topic 
– in this case labour issues. Wiseman 
insisted that because of the “illegal” 
meeting, “the letter means nothing; 
the termination means nothing. You 
have been here before, Mr. Mayor, 
you should know better. I will contact 
Village lawyers if necessary.”

Wiseman claimed that  the 
severance pay offered Ida by the 
Village is not in accordance with 

Silverton council, March 15: Council blasted over termination of CAO
others who have been suspended. “The 
opportunity to be heard was also not 
in accordance with how others have 
been terminated or suspended.” Ida 
was invited to a private hearing with 
the Village on March 8 but said it was 
too early for her and did not attend. 
Wiseman urged the Village to consult 
its lawyers because “otherwise the 
Village is going to end up with a lawsuit 
that could cost a lot of money.” Ron 
Provan wanted to know the reasons 
for Ida’s termination but the mayor 
said he cannot comment on in-camera 
discussions. 

Since the council meeting, Mayor 
Everett has provided the following 
statement to the Valley Voice: “Recently 
two letters have been released into 
the public domain that the Village of 
Silverton considers confidential. The 
Village is bound under the Community 
Charter to keep confidential any 
employee related matter, and all related 
meetings are to be held in-camera. The 
Community Charter also clearly spells 
out the requirements and procedures 
for dealing with employees. These 
requirements are designed to protect 
the privacy and rights of the employee. 
It is unfortunate these documents 
have come to light, but be assured 
council did not have a hand in making 
this issue public. It was our wish to 
respect the individual’s privacy and 
settle the matter to the benefit of both 
parties. Council’s understanding and 
expectation was that the letters would 
remain private and confidential. We 
will continue to handle this matter in a 
confidential and professional manner.”

Kathy Provan quizzed council on 
various expenditures and initiatives, 
including what she felt were unduly 
high auditor costs, taxation rates per 
capita, cost overruns on the campground 
and arena projects, the proposed fence 
around the recycling bins, and the 
reasons for the geothermal study. 

Mayor Everett explained that until 
the budget discussions are concluded 
there isn’t much to say, but did point 
out that most of the project costs have 
been covered by grants. Councillor 
Main explained that the geothermal 
study was covered by gas tax grants 
– the appropriate use for these funds. 
The mayor added that the fence for 
the recycling area was a suggestion 
raised by residents unhappy with the 
unsightliness of the bins and will be 
debated during budget discussions. 

• Council discussed whether to send 
delegates to the upcoming AKBLG 
conference in Kimberley. Councillors 
Bell, Johnson and Main said they 
would like to attend. Councillor Barber 
objected, asking about costs and saying 
he didn’t see the need to send three 
councillors. “Councillors in the past 
have found this one to be one of the 
most beneficial,” said Mayor Everett. 
“It’s also one of the cheaper ones 
available.” The AKBLG books blocks 
of rooms at discounted rates and the 
three councillors could car-pool, he 
said. Councillor Bell explained that it’s 
necessary professional development. 
“We learn more about the process of 
governance not just around here but 
around the province.” Councillor Main 
said such conferences are “excellent 
networking and exposes us to ongoing 
opportunities to work together with 
other municipalities.” She pointed out 
that municipal distribution of federal 
gas tax grants arose from discussions 
at such a conference. The motion to 
send three councillors passed with 
Barber voting against. During public 
and press time two others registered 
their disapproval of spending funds for 
this purpose. 

• Sue Mistretta appeared as a 
delegation for the Slocan Lake Gallery 

Society to request a letter of support 
from the Village to match $5,000 grant 
funds being applied for from the current 
round of CKCA grants in program 11. 
The society is aiming to raise $10,000 
toward the restoration of the floors in 
the Silverton Gallery, estimated at a 
$30,000 project cost. Mistretta said 
the gallery board is pursuing funding 
from other sources as well. Because the 
gallery is owned by the Village, CKCA 
guidelines for this program require their 
funding participation. Council voted to 
support the project with either cash or 
in-kind donations amounting to $5,000.

• Mayor and council recently met 
with RCMP Corporal Bryson Hill for 
an update on community policing. Hill 

said they continue to prioritize crime 
and drugs, drinking and driving. He 
added that the Nakusp detachment 
now has a media liaison to help 
facilitate a better flow of information. 
A new member of the detachment 
should provide more presence in local 
communities. 

• Information brought out of in-
camera included the appointment of 
Elaine Rogers as Acting CAO and 
Acting Corporate Officer. Rogers 
reported that the Village audit has 
been completed and encouraged 
participation in Earth Day April 22. 

• New Zoning Bylaw 466-2011 
was given second reading; the bylaw 
will next be given a public hearing.

Kyla Smutny and Meagan Brown-Dahl organized an all-ages dance performance at the Bosun 
Hall the evening of March 10 to an appreciative audience of families and friends.

A group of girls show off their carnations at the close of the kids dance show at the Bosun Hall March 
10. Kids of all ages performed short dance routines taught by Kyla Smutny and Meagan Brown-Dahl.
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Employment 
Opportunities

Now accepting applications 
for all positions

Please send resume to 
shopnewmarket@gmail.com or 
mail to Box 254, New Denver, 

BC V0G 1S0

submitted by CKCA
Registrations are currently being 

accepted for artists/venues in the 
Columbia Basin to participate in 
the Columbia Basin Culture Tour 
(CBCT). The CBCT is a two-day 
celebration of culture taking place 
August 13-14 from 10 am to 5 pm.

The CBCT is a self-guided tour 
showcasing local arts, culture and 
heritage offered at no charge to 
the general public. Full colour tour 
directories will be available free of 
charge to the public as a guide to visit 
your studio, exhibition, museum, art 
gallery, cultural centre or heritage 
site throughout the Columbia Basin 
during this special weekend event. 
And yes, artists include visual, 
written, performing, media and 
inter-arts. Last year visitors loved this 
event and we are expecting increased 
interest this year.

Participating as a venue allows 
you to really connect with locals, 
develop a wider audience, educate 
the public about what you do, market 
your activities, and attract visitors to 
your community.

The CBCT allows visitors to 
meet the participants ‘behind the 

Columbia Basin Culture Tour seeking applicants
scenes’ and allows them to visit 
artists’ studios that may not regularly 
be open to the public, purchase 
works directly from the artists, visit 
art galleries, museums and cultural 
centres to view special interpretive 
displays, archives, demonstrations or 
performances. It’s also a chance for 
them to meet people such as artists, 
curators, historians and volunteers.

Final registration deadline is April 
11; register by March 25 and save. 
Early registration is $40 for packages 
received by March 25; $50 if received 
between March 26 and April 11. The 
registration fee includes: inclusion in 
printed directory, web page profile, 
placement on on-line interactive 
map, event signage, province-wide 
promotional campaign. 

If you plan to have any special 
programming or demonstrations at 
your venue, details can be included 
on your web page profile. Directories 
and web profiles will be released 
by the end of May. Artist/venue 
web profiles will remain online 
until December 31, 2011 to provide 
contact information for follow-up 
queries.

Participating individuals and 

venues must be located in the 
Canadian Columbia Basin, the 
southeast corner of BC roughly 
bordered by the communities 
of Valemount, Golden, Elkford, 
Creston, Rossland, Arrow Lakes 
and Revelstoke. Although not in the 

Basin, the communities of Grand 
Forks and Christina Lake are also 
invited to participate this year.

The Columbia Basin Culture 
Tour is a project of the Columbia 
Kootenay Cultural Alliance and is 
funded by Columbia Basin Trust 

which delivers social, economic 
and environmental benefits to the 
residents of the Columbia Basin. 

For more information or to 
register visit www.cbculturetour.com 
contact CKCA at 1-250-505-5505 or 
toll free at 1-877-505-7355. 

Pamela Nagley Stevenson has participated in the Columbia Basin Culture Tour for the last two years, inviting the public to visit her studio in the 
Slocan Valley, featured here with her Wood Soda Kiln and her stunning ceramic works.

submitted by Slocan Valley Arts 
Council

The Slocan Valley Arts Council 
is pleased to present the fourth 
annual Trash Art Challenge this 
April. There will be a hands-on 
workshop at WE Graham School, 
Slocan in the woodworking shop 
from 1 to 4 pm on Saturday, April 
16 to celebrate Arts and Culture 
Week. 

The workshop will be led 
by renowned Kaslo artist Brent 
Bukowski, who has just returned 
from a stint in Scotland on a grant 
from BC Arts Council. He works 
with discarded metal and glass to 
create very distinguished works 
of art. The workshop will help 
participants to create their own 
unique work of art. It all starts at 
the transfer station in Slocan at 
1 pm, meeting by the recycling 
bins, where Bukowski will lead an 
examination of materials. Some 

Trash Art Challenge returns to the Slocan Valley 
materials and tools will be provided 
at the workshop or participants 
can bring their own. Material are 

not to be dropped off for the event 
without permission. The fee for the 
workshop is $5.

The Challenge continues two 
weeks later with an Art Show, April 
29 and 30 at the Passmore Hall. 
Here in the Slocan Valley there are 
a number of budding trash artists, 
for whom creating with discarded 
metal, plastic, foam, fabric, wood 
etc is a bold new way of looking at 
the world. Guest artist Bukowski 
will also be displaying his work and 
be on hand to talk about trash art.

Adults and youth are welcome 
to enter the show. There is a small 
entry fee. Cash prizes will be 
awarded for Artist’s Choice and 
People’s Choice. Delivery of 

artwork to the Passmore Hall takes 
place on Friday April 29 between 10 
am and noon. The hall will then be 
‘trashformed’ into a unique gallery 
for the public to visit. 

The Slocan Valley Arts Council 
wishes to thank BC Arts Council, 
Assembly of BC Arts Councils 
(Arts BC) and the RDCK for their 
continued support of the arts. 
Submissions for the show can be 
accessed on our website.

For more information visit 
www.slocanvalleyarts.ca or www.
brentbukowski.ca or call 250-226-
7768.

This artwork by Brent Bukowski gives Trash Art Challenge participants an idea of what’s 
possible as the popular event returns to the Slocan Valley. 

submitted by Kootenay Gallery 
The Kootenay Gallery presents 

the next concert in its TD Canada 
Trust Sunday concert series with 
Selkirk Camerata at the Castlegar 
United Church on March 20 at 1:30 
pm.

Selkirk Camerata members 
Wendy Herbison (violin), Vic 
Neufeld (violin) and Alex Nichol 
(double bass) perform a musical 
journey through history with baroque 
and classical works for string trio.

With distinguished musical 
careers, the Nelson-based trio 

Kootenay Gallery continues Sunday concert series 
members have performed individually 
in ensembles such as the Vancouver 
Symphony, Halle Orchestra, Calgary 
Philharmonic and the CBC Radio 
Orchestra. The trio is still actively 
involved in the music community 
of the Kootenays as members of the 
Symphony of the Kootenays, the 
Selkirk Chamber Orchestra, and the 
Nelson Choral Society as well as in 
local music education.

Tickets are $10 general admission, 
and $8 for gallery members. For more 
information call 250-365-3337 or 
visit www.kootenaygallery.com.

by Jan McMurray
Summit Lake Ski Hill hosted 

the Nancy Greene West Kootenay 
Zone finals for the first time ever 
on March 6 this year.

There were 129 racers aged 
5-12 from the Nakusp area, Salmo, 
Rossland, Nelson and Grand Forks. 

All three Nakusp teams won 
bronze.

“People were very pleased 
and impressed with the hill,” said 

Zone finals hosted 
at Summit Lake Ski Hill

organizer Brenda McQuair. “We 
had lots of compliments on how 
well the event was run.”

Lunch was on the house, with 
volunteers barbecuing up hot 
dogs that were donated by local 
businesses.

McQuair gave special mention 
to Susie Madden from Nakusp, 
who is the course setter. 

“She  i s  br i l l i an t !”  sa id 
McQuair. 

The three Nakusp Nancy Greene teams with their bronze medals at the zone finals, held at 
Summit Lake March 6.
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Global Gift 
Discoveries 

Inspiring 
Arts & Crafts

318  Broadway  S t .   Nakusp ,  BC   265 -3288

Just returned home with a ton of fresh new stock!
Please drop by for a visit!

www.casamandala.ca

Stop in and see us for all your building needs. Whether 
it be a complete new home, home renovation, garage, 

shop, or lawn and garden care. We have it all. Also stop 
in and see our ongoing specials and deals.    

submitted by Benjamin Jordan
For local paraglider pilot 

Benjamin Jordan, the Canadian 
premiere of his award-winning 
documentary Dream is far more 
than just a personal triumph – it’s 
an opportunity to give back to the 
community. The film will screen at 
Nelson’s Capitol Theatre Friday, 
March 25 at 7:30 pm. 

Kootenay paraglider premiers film for local camp
Jordan hopes to inspire members 

of West Kootenay communities to 
realize their own dreams while 
raising upwards of $4,000 for 
an East Shore nature camp to 
help children from low-income 
Kootenay homes realize theirs. 

The film documents the 108 
consecutive flights Jordan made to 
live out his dream of paragliding 

across Canada, interactions with 
inspired children at schools and 
summer camps, and a stunning 
low-flying aerial perspective of this 
awesome country.

Having grown up in a low-
income Toronto home, Jordan now 
recognizes that the charity camps 
he attended during his youth were 
solely responsible for his passion 

for nature and community today. 
Jordan is committing 100 percent 
of the proceeds generated from 
ticket and DVD sales to Tipi Camp, 
a remote access nature camp on 
the East Shore which focuses on 
wilderness immersion for self-
esteem.

Then on Saturday, March 26, 
Jordan will capture the first ever West 
Kootenay Community Formation 
and would like to extend a personal 
invitation to Nelson residents to be 
part of this magnificent event. The 
photograph will be made up of 300+ 
community members connecting 

in the shape of a river flowing 
through mountains and is intended 
to serve as a reminder of the power 
of our community and the love we 
share for our environment. It will 
be sold online and at local stores 
afterwards to raise funds to send 
West Kootenay children from low-
income homes to Tipi Camp. 

Another fundraising event is a 
month-long photography gallery of 
Jordan’s images at Oso Negro café 
in Nelson. 

For more information visit 
www.aboveandbeyondkootenays.
com or www.tipicamp.bc.ca.

Paraglider Benjamin Jordan is raising funds to send low-income West Kootenay kids to Tipi Camp with proceeds from his film Dream premiering 
at the Capitol Theatre March 25.

submitted by Langham Cultural 
Society

The Langham Cultural Centre 
is delighted to bring an exhibition 
of new works entitled ‘Learning 
from Those Who Have Lived’ to 
Kaslo’s community gallery. This 
remarkable collection of portrait 
photography and poetry is the work 
of a keen new local talent, Louis 
Bockner. The opening reception 
will be Saturday, March 26 from 
7 to 9 pm, with the show running 
from March 27 to April 17 during 
gallery hours. 

Through this body of work, 
he reveals a profound respect for 
the lives impressed onto his own 
by the elderly residents of the 
North Kootenay Lake community. 
Bockner, who grew up in Argenta, 
dedicates the exhibition to the 
memory of his grandmother, locally 
renowned watercolour artist Phyllis 
Margolin. It was she who taught 
him “to see the light change from 
midday to sunset … and that a 
creative mess is better than idle 
cleanliness.”

When embarking on the project, 
Bockner was struck by the divide 
between the youth of today and their 
elders. As a young man himself, 
he feels that this may be in part 
because of the role that technology 
plays in our lives, an advancement 
that has widened the gap between 
the generations. 

Bockner’s impressive talent, 
inquiring gaze and sense of 
compassion bring out the deep 
knowledge and vivacious spark 
common to the individuals in his 
portraits. His poems accompany 

Local photographer to exhibit at the Langham
the portraits to convey the awe and 
gratitude he feels for the wisdom 
imparted to him by these elderly 
individuals as they shared their 
stories and advice. 

For more information visit 

www.thelangham.ca or to see more 
of Bockner’s work visit www.
eyeofthemind.zenfolio.com. This 
project was made possible with the 
support of the Columbia Kootenay 
Cultural Alliance.
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ALLY
She’s a pretty 2-year 

old Tortoiseshell 
cat. Ally is spayed, 

vaccinated, and 
needing a new home; 
she will do best in a 
home without other 

pets. Please call KAAP 
at 250-551-1053 or visit 

our web site:
www.homes4animals.com

by Art Joyce
It may be an ocean away but the 

devastating earthquake that struck 
Japan on March 11, now rated a 9.0 
quake, is hitting home right here in 
the Slocan Valley. Some have family 
in Japan while others are currently 
visiting there. 

The earthquake, whose epicentre 
struck near the northern city of 
Sendai, unleashed a tsunami that 
levelled several communities. It’s 
estimated that 10,000 people have 
died and more than 450,000 are 
homeless in the worst hit areas. 
Japan is considered the most 

Local Japanese community feels impact of earthquake, tsunami
earthquake-ready nation in the 
world, with precautions such as 
regular earthquake drills; high rise 
buildings engineered to sway instead 
of collapse; and concrete seawalls 
around the entire island, some as 
high as 40 feet (about 12 metres). 

None of this however has 
protected the nation from an out-
of-control situation at two nuclear 
plants just south of the quake’s 
epicentre in Fukishima. Tokyo 
Electric Power Company (TEPCO) 
has been struggling to keep fuel 
rods from overheating following 
an explosion at the number two 
Daiichi reactor site March 15. 
Backup generators for the cooling 
systems failed to work and sea 
water was pumped into the reactors 
but workers had to be evacuated 
temporarily when fire broke out. 
Nuclear scientists are saying the 
GE reactor used at the two sites is 
outdated and problematic. TEPCO 
has been criticized for ignoring 
warnings from the International 
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) in 
December 2008 that safety rules 
were outdated, noting that strong 
earthquakes would pose a ‘serious 
problem’ for the power stations. 

Although radiation levels in the 
vicinity of Fukishima have been 
elevated up to 300 times, the Japanese 
government says this still is within 
acceptable limits. Nevertheless they 
are testing residents entering shelter 
facilities for radiation exposure. 
Americans and Canadians have 

begun to purchase iodine tablets in 
case a radiation plume makes its way 
to North America. Wind currents 
would likely cause radiation to 
disperse along the west coast from 
California to Alaska. It’s not known 
yet if this is a likely scenario.

Taeko Miwa, owner of New 
Denver’s Raven’s Nest gift shop, 
has been in Japan with her son 
Yuki, daughter Mana and son-in-
law Marshall. Miwa’s mother lives 
in Tokyo and the family spends 
time at a farm in the mountains 
about 50 kilometres west of the 
city. Fortunately Tokyo is at the 
southernmost limit of the quake’s 
aftershock zones. Writing in an 
email March 15, Miwa said: “Yuki’s 
dad and I decided to send Yuki to 
Kyoto where a friend of mine is 
renting an apartment. He got there 
yesterday afternoon by the bullet 
train. The bullet trains from Tokyo 
going west get power from Chubu 
Electric Power Company based in 
Nagoya and not from Tokyo Electric 
Company, so they are running fine. 
Kyoto is about 500 kilometres west 
of Tokyo and about 800 kilometres 
away from the troubled reactors. I 
am happy that at least Yuki is safe.” 

Miwa’s daughter Mana is 
pregnant and near her due date. She 
and husband Marshall arranged to 
have a home birth in Tokyo with a 
midwife and have decided to proceed 
with those plans. Taeko will remain 
with them in Tokyo. “Most people 
in Tokyo are not even thinking of 

leaving,” she said. “The radiation 
level is not rising at all and so far it 
is pretty safe to be here.” Active in 
the anti-nuclear power movement for 
decades, she said she finds it “really, 
really frustrating that all I can do is to 
hope that the Tokyo Electric Power 
company handle the problems well. 
Hitachi, Mitsubishi, and Toshiba are 
all responsible for reactors as well.” 

Gail Swanson, president of New 
Denver’s Kyowakai Society, said the 
local Japanese-Canadian community 
is awaiting word from their minister 
regarding how to proceed with aid 

efforts. It’s unclear whether the best 
approach at this point will be to send 
funds directly or contribute to the 
Red Cross. So far there have been 
no casualties among local families’ 
relatives in Japan.

“When this first happened and 
we tried to get hold of our relatives 
it was just like – fear – everybody 
could be gone in just one shot,” says 
a relieved Swanson.

With a country facing its worst 
crisis since World War II, however, 
the situation is developing almost 
hourly. 

submitted 
Ahhh...Cappella! Join The 

Euphorics – a joyful, energetic, 
powerful, seasoned a cappella quartet 
– on Friday April 1 at the Langham in 
Kaslo at 8 pm.

Each of the Euphorics is a 
powerful lead singer; together, they 
create a rich and soulful blend in a 
repertoire of top-notch originals and 
innovative arrangements of covers 
in a wide variety of styles including 
gospel, jazz, classical, and rock.

The Euphorics’ passion for music 
comes through in performances 
that feature plenty of humour and 
audience interaction. They have 
been performing internationally since 
1983. Their latest CD Born to Sing 
(2008) features dynamic medleys of 
classics, originals, and the exciting 
debut of tenor David Steele. And 
their 1998 CD Standing up for Love is 
featured on a cappella radio programs 
throughout the world from Saint Louis 
to Singapore.

The Euphorics line-up features 

Euphorics to perform at the 
Langham on current tour

seasoned professional singers. Alto 
singer Joani Bye’s powerful voice 
has graced the albums of Jon Bon 
Jovi, David Bowie, Rita McNeil 
and Cher, to name just a few. Bass 
singer Bing Jensen is a long-time 
Vancouver performer, winner of 
the 1993 CARAS award for best 
children’s album and the West Coast 
Music Award for Best Children’s 
album in 1998. Soprano Helen Davis, 
originally from Hawaii, performed 
with the vocal group Street Hearts 
and has been backup singer for Doug 
and the Slugs, Kathi McDonald, and 
Johnny Ferriera’s Swing Machine. 
Tenor Nathen Aswell is a veteran of 
the R&B, rock and session scenes 
in Montreal and Vancouver, now 
creating and performing his own 
music.

Tickets are $15 in advance at 
Sunnyside Naturals and Willow Home 
Gallery in Kaslo and $18 at the door.

For more information visit www.
thelangham.ca or www.euphorics.
com.

submitted by Shambhala Music Festival
For years, the Shambhala Music 

Festival held near Salmo was the 
Kootenays’ little secret. The event was 
born of the unique art and culture of the 
region 14 years ago. About 500 people 
attended the first Shambhala in 1998, 
and the festival now draws about 10,000 
annually, making it the largest city in the 
West Kootenay for five days out of the 
year. Now it seems the secret is out.

On Friday March 4 in London, 
England, Shambhala was named Best 
Large Festival at the 10th annual 
Breakspoll International Breakbeat 
Awards (www.breakspoll.com). 
Shambhala was one of the smaller 
events in the Best Large Event category, 
up against festivals like Burning Man in 
the US (50,000-plus attendees) and the 
UK’s infamous Glastonbury (150,000-
plus attendees).

“It was such an honour to even be 
nominated for an award in this category,” 
said Christine Hunter, Shambhala Talent 
Manager. “I Tweeted that out seconds 
before the award was announced. And 
all of a sudden the reply came, ‘forget 
the nomination, you just WON IT!’” 
(Shambhala Twitter www.twitter.com/
shambhala_mf).

Shambhala’s award was received by 
Simon Shackleton, whose DJ name is 
Elite Force. Shackleton won awards for 
Best Producer and Best Record Label for 
U&A Recordings. The awards ceremony 
was accompanied by a night of electronic 

Shambhala festival wins international award
music from some of the biggest names in 
the Breakbeat genre at Cable in London.

“One of the six stages at Shambhala 
is predominantly breakbeats, and each 
stage has its own unique sound,” Brittany 
Gilchrist, Shambhala Social Media 
Manager, said. “We’ve been called a 
breakbeat festival, a dubstep festival – 
who knows what genre we’ll be labeled 
with in the next few years; though what 
Shambhala really is, is a collection of 
different sounds. There’s a little bit of 
everything here. But breakbeats are 
one thing that has remained constant 
throughout the nine years I’ve attended 
– they’re the roots of how a lot of people 
I know got into electronic music. A lot of 
credit for this award should go to Rich-
e-Rich & Fractal Media / The Fractal 
Forest Stage. They’ve been creating the 
‘funkiest place on earth’ for 13 years.”

The festival has already been 
experiencing its strongest year of sales 
on record and is over half sold out – 
even though the talent lineup for 2011 
won’t be released until March 14. 
International attendance has been on the 
rise in recent years, with many traveling 
from the US, UK and Australia (among 
other countries) to the Kootenays to 
experience Canada’s premier electronic 
music festival. Now that Shambhala 
has been voted the world’s best large 
Breakbeat event, those numbers may 
increase further in years to come.

For more information visit www.
shambhalamusicfestival.com.
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by Michael Dorsey
• Mayor Wright reported on 

meeting with Corporal Bryson 
Hill, and receipt of the RCMP 
Kootenay Boundary Regional 
Detachment third quarter report.

Wright and Hill discussed 
several concerns of Village, 
citizens, and business owners 
– primarily a perceived lack 
of RCMP physical presence in 
the community, the increasing 
need to address watercraft 
certification and safety, and 
the development of a program 
to focus on the enforcement of 
local bylaws.

The quarterly report 
included comments and 
statistics on traffic enforcement, 
Organized Crime Impact 
(drugs), and community safety. 

New Denver council, March 8: Third quarter RCMP report delivered
The number of impaired drivers 
apprehended increased from 
122 to 134, and the number 
of injury related motor vehicle 
accidents went from 176 to 174. 

The focus of Organized 
Crime Impact remains on the 
production and distribution of 
marijuana. The RCMP state 
that organized crime elements 
are persistently trying to control 
this drug traffic. As a result, they 
have created four operational 
plans targeting the traffickers 
and producers of all types of 
illegal drugs. Two of these 
plans were executed in the third 
quarter 2010, the first resulting 
in 21 people charged with drug-
related offences, and the second 
resulting in 20,063 marijuana 
plants seized and destroyed.

Two strategies have 
been initiated to improve 
community safety. The first is 
to identify and target “prolific 
offenders.” Thirteen have been 
identified and “ a number” 
arrested and incarcerated. The 
second strategy is to increase 
the number of street checks. 
These checks are conducted 
on individuals out late in the 
evening or acting suspiciously. 
The names of these people 
are entered into the RCMP 
data bank, and in the event 
a crime occurs in the area 
where they were checked, they 
will be questioned in order to 
“determine responsibility.” A 
total of 177 such checks were 
conducted, although the RCMP 
state “care is taken not to violate 

their civil rights.”
In conclusion, it was noted 

that the number of meetings 
with the RCMP and elected 
officials had increased from 24 
to 56, and since the third quarter 
the number of meetings has 
increased.

• Councillor Murphy 
reported on the status of the 
Lucerne Greenhouse Learning 
Centre project. He said that 
School District 10 has agreed to 
do the foundation, and council 
authorized the rental of the 
Village backhoe and operator 
to do excavation work for the 
project.

• Councillor Campbell, 
reporting on the Chamber of 
Commerce, noted that Jan 
McMurray was made a director 

at the February meeting. The 
Chamber received a presentation 
from Mayor Wright, proposing 
that the group apply for CBT 
Community Initiatives funding 
to improve the docks and 
breakwaters in New Denver, 
Silverton and Slocan, as well 
as act as an ‘umbrella’ insurer 
for water based businesses. The 
Chamber elected to consider the 
proposal for next year, and to 
focus on an improved website 
this year.

• Mayor Wright updated 
council on museum washroom 
repairs. He met with Silvery 
Slocan Historical Society 
President Webb Cummings, 
and the society has agreed on 
the proposed repairs. Council 
referred this to the 2011 budget 

process.
•  Council  agreed to 

provide a letter of support for 
the SLUGS Secure the Shore 
project proposal.

• Council granted a request 
from Joan and Neil Wood to 
close the 300 block of 6th 
Avenue from 7 am to 4 pm on 
Sunday, July 24, to hold the 
annual New Denver Street Fair.

• Council authorized 
Mayor Wright and Councillor 
Greensword to attend the UBCM 
conference in Vancouver, and 
authorized Greensword to 
attend the AKBLG Conference 
in Kimberley April 28-30.

•  Counc i l  approved 
Accounts Payable for February 
of $54,541.89 (General) and 
$2,664.61 (Water).

by Jan McMurray
An impressive line-up of 

local women performed and 
exhibited their artwork at the 
‘Women Celebrating Women’ 
event, held at the Silverton 
Gallery on March 12.

Judith Maltz, Silverton 
resident and pianist, made the 
decision to organize the 100th 
anniversary celebration event 

Women Celebrating Women event held in Silverton
just one week before it happened. 
She was inspired by recent online 
conversations with women in 
Bahrain and Egypt. In just one 
week, Maltz managed to recruit 
a set-up/tech team, a long list of 
performers and exhibitors, and 
attracted a large audience. The 
success of ‘Women Celebrating 
Women’ speaks to the superbly 
talented community of women 

in our area.
Performances included 

music, spoken word and dance 
by local women of all ages and 
a varied and diverse exhibit of 
works of art created by local 
women artists in a wide variety of 
media. Proceeds from the event 
(after expenses) of  $177.78 were 
donated to ‘Women Celebrating 
Young Women’ Scholarship 

of the Lucerne Scholarship 
Society, bringing the amount in 
this brand new scholarship fund 
up to $1202.78. This annual 
scholarship will be awarded for 
the first time this year to a female 

Lucerne graduate who intends to 
pursue post-secondary education 
in the arts. 

Donations to the fund can 
be made by sending a cheque to 
the Lucerne Scholarship Society, 

Box 130, New Denver, BC  V0G 
1S0 with a note to direct the 
funds to the Women Celebrating 
Young Women Scholarship. Tax 
deductible receipts are available 
for amounts of $20 or more.

The ‘Women Celebrating Women’ set-up crew: In front: Thistle. Front row: Val Piercy-Wilson, Carla Nemiroff, Leah Main. Middle 
row: Janet Quesnel, Julie Fry, Luce Paquin, Nancy Guise. Back row: Rod Farnsworth, Judy Wapp, Karen Dubrueil, David Everest.

submitted by Marilyn 
Boxwell

‘Heads up for a Healthy 
Brain: an introduction 
to Brain Health’ is an 
educat ional  workshop 
sponsored by Alzheimer 
Society of BC, taking 
place Thursday, March 31 
at Selkirk College Nakusp 
campus, 7 pm.

Topics  include the 
importance of well-rounded 
health, the senior years, 
brain health, integrating 

Alzheimer workshops in Nakusp
proactive measures into 
daily life, and tips on how 
to reduce one’s personal 
risk. The fee is $15 for cost 
of materials.

A two-part workshop 
for caregivers of people 
with Alzheimer Disease 
or related dementias takes 
place Friday, April 1 from 
9am to 4pm at Selkirk 
College Nakusp campus. 
Topics to be discussed 
include recognizing the 
d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n 

dementia and Alzheimer 
Disease, communication 
and behaviour strategies, 
effects of stress and loss, 
future planning, and taking 
care of yourself to avoid 
caregiver burnout. The fee 
is $15 for either morning or 
afternoon session, otherwise 
$25 for both.

S p a c e  i s  l i m i t e d . 
Pre-register by calling 
Selkirk College at 265-
4077 or email lhoskin@
alzheimerbc.org.

submitted by Tyson Bartel
Is it true that getting older 

always means more aches and 
pains? Or could we age more 
gracefully if we moved more 
in harmony with our body and 
mind? People of all ages have 
experienced the Feldenkrais 
Method and have felt inspired 
to move better and feel younger 
as a result.

West Kootenay resident 
Tyson Bartel, a certified 
Feldenkrais teacher, is now 
offering classes in Winlaw, Hills 
and Nakusp. A yoga instructor 
and Thai massage practitioner 
as well, Bartel moved to the area 
from Kamloops several years ago 
and began teaching at NaCoMo 
Wellness Centre in Nakusp. He 
has recently started classes at the 
Whole School and will soon start 
up in Hills.

Moshe Feldenkrais (1904-
84) was a physicist and judo 
master who seriously injured 
his knees in the 1940s. At that 
time, knee surgery was not as 

Aging gracefully with a little help from the Feldenkrais method
successful as it is now and doctors 
told him he would be crippled 
for life. Feldenkrais refused to 
believe this, and decided to teach 
himself how to walk without 
knee pain. He succeeded by 
studying yoga and the movement 
stages of babies and children. 
He patiently explored these 
movement patterns with his 
own body until he could walk 
pain-free again. When people 
began asking him if his method 
could help them with their 
aches and pains, Feldenkrais 
developed a sophisticated system 
of movement education that 
is known and used around the 
world.

Feldenkrais developed 
hundreds of exercises to cover 
the full spectrum of human 
movements and address a wide 
range of movement challenges 
people encounter in their lives. 
It is a sophisticated form of 
physiotherapy that a person 
can learn to do for themselves 
by attending a few classes and 

learning the basic principles 
of the method, which is based 
on scientific insights into how 
conscious movement improves 
neuromuscular functioning. 
Because these movement 
patterns are based in the brain, 
Feldenkrais exercises not only 
help the body, but also benefit the 
mind and emotions. Some people 
have called it a ‘meditation 
in motion,’ and people often 
comment that they feel more 
harmonious and balanced from 
learning Feldenkrais movements. 

For more information about 

Tyson Bartel’s classes in Winlaw, 
Hills and Nakusp, contact him at 
250-265-3827 or 250-226-6826 
or thaitouch@yahoo.com. Drop-
in is usually $12 and regular 
attendance works out to $10 per 
class. A sliding scale is optional 
if needed and trades are possible 
too. Mention this article and your 
first class will be free. Check it 
out; there’s nothing to lose but 
some stiffness and tension.

For more information 
on Feldenkrais, visit www.
feldenkrais.com or contact 
Bartel.

submitted by Barb Yeomans
Are you seeking sunshine 

and warmth? The Euphorics 
Concert  and preceding 
Cheesecake Extravaganza 
will bring both to your soul 
in abundance. After a 12-
year hiatus to sing around the 
planet, Helen Davis, Bing 
Jensen and friends Joani 
and Nathen return to the 
Kootenays on Saturday April 

Euphorics and cheesecake – food for the soul
2, Silverton Hall.

The 7 pm reception is a 
fundraiser for Valhalla Fine 
Arts Society summer youth 
programs in film, theatre and 
music. 

The 8 pm concert will 
entertain all ages.

$15 tickets at Otter Books, 
Winlaw Mini Mart, Broadway 
Deli, Silverton Building 
Supplies, Garden Graces.
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Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work, 
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal

WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS
359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539

3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

WANTED 
TO BUY: 

CEDAR AND 
PINE POLES
John Shantz

• 250-308-7941 (cell)

Please contact: Gorman 
Brothers Lumber Ltd.

250-547-9296

Support the Valley Voice with 
a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30 

Never miss 
another Valley 
Voice deadline!
Sign up for our e-mail 

reminder list:
valleyvoice@netidea.com

BURTON 
WOODWORKS

– NOW SERVING THE WEST KOOTENAYS –

SELLING, INSTALLING & SERVICING
WINDOWS – VINYL, ALUM CLAD & WOOD

DOORS – INTERIOR & EXTERIOR 
METAL, FIBREGLASS & WOOD 

OVERHEAD DOORS & OPERATORS
   

30 YEARS EXPERIENCE
SERVICE ORIENTED

CONTACT  
DON TILDEN 

@ 250-265-3799

 Act now before the spring construction rush. 
New windows and doors at low prices.

COMMUNITY

by Cedra Eichenauer
Spirit 20, formed this past 

summer for Festival of the Sound 
in Parry Sound, Ontario, performed 
at the Bonnington on March 15. 

The group is made up of six 
phenomenal musicians: James 
Campbell, Mark Fewer, Guy 
Few, James McKay, John Novak 
and Chloe Dominguez. During 
this performance, they played, 
respectively, clarinet, violin, trumpet, 
bassoon, piano and cello, but this by 
no means exhausts their musical 
talents. Their various activities and 
accomplishments are too numerous 
to list, but the group includes a 
member of the Order of Canada, 
a Juno winner, a Grammy winner, 
four university professors, four 
artistic directors of music festivals, a 
composer, a conductor, and between 
them, countless recordings, and 
membership in many ensembles and 
musical groups.  

The opening piece of the evening, 

Spirit 20 gets standing ovations in Nakusp
‘Spirit 20,’ was commissioned for 
the festival last summer, and the 
group takes their name from it. 
Written by Alan Gilliland, it captures 
the essence of music in the roaring 
‘20s. This rollicking number was a 
grand introduction to the way Spirit 
20 work together. They passed the 
musical lead around, taking turns 
sitting out, supporting, leading, 
and joining together in rousing 
crescendos.  

The second number was ‘Revue 
de Cuisine,’ by B. Marinu. James 
McKay told us it was originally 
a ballet in which all the dancers 
dressed as kitchen implements. 
There were four movements, 
including a tango and an energetic 
Charleston.

John Novak then launched 
Gershwin’s ‘Rhapsody in Blue.’ 
His piano carried this piece, but 
there was plenty of room in the 
arrangement for everyone to shine, 
as the melody was passed around 
like a cherished baby. Standing 
ovation before intermission!

After intermission, Chloe 
Dominguez came out alone and 
introduced us to her cello, an 1824 
Nocolo Gagliano on loan to her from 
the Canada Council for the Arts. 
She then played us a movement of 
‘Suite for Cello’ composed in the 
‘20s by G. Cassado of Spain. This 
was a chance for both composer 
and player to show their love and 
understanding of the cello. We 
experienced the full range of volume 
and tone, including a section played 
entirely in harmonics.

Chloe retired back stage, and 
John and Mark came out to play 
Mark’s arrangement of George 
Antile’s ‘Tacatto Rondo’ on piano 
and violin. Once again the music 
was a conversation between players.

The entire group returned for the 
next piece, ‘Heritage’ by D. Baker.

Next came Mark Fewer ’s 
arrangement of Duke Ellington’s 
‘Duke’s Place’ (or ‘C-Jam Blues’). 
Mark called it ‘It Meant Something’ 
with the jazz musician’s licence. 
Since the intermission, the only 

chairs on stage were for the piano 
and cello; the standing players 
moved more, and the music felt 
like a party in progress as much as 
a concert. Guy sang the few lyrics 
Mark had included in ‘Duke’s 
Place,’ including “The saxes are 
doing their thing at Duke’s Place,” 
which was followed by James 
McKay impersonating a sax on 
his bassoon. Anyone who hadn’t 
already been laughing definitely was 
laughing now.

James Campbell introduced the 

final selection, explaining that it was 
an encore, but they really wanted 
to play it so they weren’t going 
to leave the stage first. They then 
launched into ‘Scaramouche Suite’ 
by D. Milhaud/Kulesha; Campbell. 
By now, the party was in full swing. 
Part way through, Guy put down 
his trumpet and horned in on John’s 
piano bench, taking over the centre, 
leaving John to add the flourishes at 
the top end of the keyboard (from 
the opposite side of the bench). 
No sooner had Guy returned to his 

trumpet than James Campbell and 
Mark both strolled over to the piano 
and took it over completely for a few 
minutes. With everyone back where 
they belonged, the musical jokes 
began to bounce around, and most 
of us were laughing.

Another standing ovation 
brought a request for an encore, 
which they said they hadn’t prepared. 
So they repeated ‘C-Jam Blues’ 
(‘Duke’s Place’). “Since it’s mostly 
improvised, it’ll be completely new 
anyway.”

by Cedra Eichenauer
On Tuesday, March 8, Maritime 

Marionettes presented ‘The Bremen 
Town Musicians’ at the Bonnington 
Arts Centre. 

Heather and Darryl Taylor 
formed Maritime Marionettes in 
1986, and have been touring in 
Canada and abroad ever since. They 
make the marionettes, the sets and 
props, and do all the puppeteering 
themselves. The only part they do not 
personally create are the soundtracks. 
They hire a professional voice to 
narrate the stories and provide sound 
effects which, combined with music, 
add dimension and rhythm.

They told the well-loved story of 
‘The Bremen Town Musicians’ with 
marionettes and a shadow screen, 
providing immediate and distant 
perspectives for alternating scenes. 
As we learned later, the silhouettes 
used with the screen were plastic, 
allowing some light, and thus colour 
into the images we saw there. The 
refrain (“over the hill, down to the 
valley, past the village, through the 
forest, to the town of Bremen”) was 
enacted here, and lent itself to much 
humour. The animals kept stopping 
from exhaustion, often sliding, or 
even tumbling back down the hill. 
The poor donkey had to get himself 
going again at first, but after he was 
joined by the dog, and subsequently 
the cat and the rooster, they helped 
each other along.

Heather and Darryl came on 
stage with the marionettes, often 
with two puppets each, as the story 
unfolded. There were a few simple 
props to change between scenes, 
but our focus stayed on the story. 
As the animals journeyed together, 
the leaders (they took turns) kept 
looking back to see if their friends 
had sat down for a rest and needed 
help getting back up. They gathered 
for discussions, snuggled together 
to sleep, and cooperated when 
needed, to the amused delight of the 
audience.

After intermission, Darryl told 
us about operating the marionettes, 
demonstrating with one of the 
bandits, who came to about mid-
thigh. He showed us how and 

Maritime Marionettes delight Nakusp audience
where the strings were attached to 
allow the life-like movement he 
created. He demonstrated the steps 
involved in motions like sitting and 
standing, which made them much 
more realistic than just lowering or 
raising the puppet. He also  explained 
the use of the shadow screen, and 
brought out some of the silhouettes.

Heather told us about creating 
the marionettes, and how she studied 
the skeletons of the creatures she 
was going to create, to make sure 
they would be put together correctly. 
At the very end, audience members 
were invited to get their pictures 
taken with their favourite characters, 
if they’d thought to bring a camera.

submitted by Pattie Adam
A bottle drive fundraiser for the 

Roberts family is happening on April 
2 at Happyface Recycling in Nakusp.

“It takes a village to raise a child, 
and Timothy Roberts needs this 
village’s help,” said Pattie Adam, one 
of the bottle drive organizers.

Timothy Roberts, son of Shannon 
and Paul Roberts and brother to 
Kimberly and Alexander, was born 
three months prematurely. He was 
born on September 5 last year and 
was not due till December.

Weighing just 1 lb 10 oz, Timothy 
fought very hard for his health and his 
life. He and his mother spent the 
first eight weeks of his life in Royal 

Bottle drive fundraiser for 
Timothy Roberts

Columbia Hospital in Vancouver, and 
the next three weeks in Kelowna. He 
has had to return to Vancouver twice, 
and goes to Kelowna once a month.

Today, he is 11 lb 6 oz and is 
doing well.

However, the travel expenses are 
hard on the family. The bottle drive is 
being held to offset these expenses.

Pattie Adam is asking people to 
have their bottles ready to be picked 
up, or to drop them off at her place, 
119 7th Ave (250-265-9997) or at 
Jackie Pearson’s, 629 Shakespeare 
road (250-265-4506).

Anyone wishing to volunteer 
their time to help is asked to call 
Pattie or Jackie.

submitted by Willo Treschow
Let’s Talk, a project about mental 

health in our community, is a new 
theatre production to be created in the 
Slocan Valley and Slocan Lake area. 

This exciting new production 
will be created from a budding 
concept around mental illness and 
mental health challenges in our 
communities. The project will 
develop in stages throughout the 
spring, summer and autumn, ending 
with live performances later in the 
year.

Phase one will commence April 
14 with a working group made up of 
no more than 12 persons, who will 
focus on research and development 
of the project, meeting two to three 

Let’s Talk theatre project seeking participants
times a week until early June. To help 
ensure that individuals between 14 
and 74 can participate, meeting times 
will be after school hours and some 
Saturdays. 

Director Norma Kilpatrick and 
producers Judith Ceroli and Peggy 
Ingram invite interested persons with 
skills and experience that include one 
or more of research, writing, acting 
and/or improv, to get in touch through 
WE Graham Community Services 
in Slocan. 

For more information, contact 
publicist Willo Treschow at 250-355-
2844, willo.treschow@gmail.com or 
WE Graham Community Services in 
Slocan at coordinator@wegcss.org or 
250-355-2824.  

submitted by Slocan Valley Early 
Childhood Community Advisory 
Council

A special event to celebrate the 
remarkable growth and development of 
children in their first few years of life will 
take place on Monday, April 4 at WE 
Graham School in Slocan, 9:00-12:30. 

It’s an opportunity for parents to 
learn more about their child’s stage 
of development by meeting with their 
child and a trained consultant, using a 
questionnaire and play-based approach.

Special presentations on ‘Learning 

Celebrating early childhood development in Slocan
to Talk’ and ‘Emotional Development,’ 
plus an open session of Mother Goose, 
will make this a fun and informative day. 
Drop in for all or part of the morning, 
and take home important resource 
information. Open to all families with 
babies and children 0-5.

To arrange for one of the individual 
sessions, book early, as space is limited. 
Call Penny at 250-226-7605 to schedule 
an appointment, or for more information. 
Sponsored by the Slocan Valley Early 
Childhood Community Advisory 
Council.
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by Jan McMurray
• Council received a letter from 

the Slocan Valley Community 
Complex  Soc ie ty  (SVCSS) 
proposing a partnership between 
SVCSS, the Village, and Area H 
to have a feasibility study done on 
a community swimming pool with 
an optional adjoining artificial ice 
surface. The society informs the 
Village that it has applied for funding 
for the feasibility study through 
the CBT Community Initiatives 
program.

Council directed staff to set 
up a meeting for council, Area H 
Director Walter Popoff, SVCSS 
representatives, and the consultant 
hired by SVCSS to do some initial 
planning.

• Council agreed to some changes 
to RV Park operations, based on 
recommendations from the park 
operator and staff. Some of the 

Slocan council, March 14: Community Complex Society proposes feasibility study
changes are as follows. Fees will 
increase to $25 (full hook-up), $22 
(partial hook-up) and $17 (tent). 
There will be no discount rates, and 
no stays of more than two weeks. An 
outhouse will be built in the tenting 
area this season.

• Following up on their recent 
presentation to council, the Valley 
Vendettas and Damage Patch Kids 
Roller Derby Teams submitted 
some quotes on re-surfacing the 
tennis courts in concrete. The job 
would cost approximately $60,000-
$70,000. An asphalt surface would 
cost about $46,000, but the concern 
is the grooving of the asphalt in heat. 
Council received the information 
without taking any action at this time.

• A request for a grant from the 
Valley Vendettas Women’s Roller 
Derby Team for start-up expenses 
was not approved. Councillor Elliott 
commented that she would like 

to support this group, but council 
does not usually contribute towards 
administrative fees.

• Christine Nichol sent in a 
letter expressing interest in sitting 
on the Slocan Community Library 
Committee. Council endorsed her 
as a committee member, pending 
approval of the committee.

• Bylaw 602 regarding records 
management was adopted.

• Byalw 603, Water Regulations 
and Conservation Bylaw, was given 
three readings. The bylaw eliminates 
the provision that allows for summer 
residents to pay for only six months 
service; clarifies invoicing for new 
customers; clarifies mandatory 
connections for new buildings; 
addresses water meters in buildings 
containing multiple units; addresses 
backflow and corss connection 
contamination issues; contains 
specific sprinkling regulations for the 

summer months; provides authority 
for the Village to deal with wasteful 
use of water and failure of residents 
to replace or repair defective pipes; 
negates the Village’s liability for the 
failure to supply water or the failure 
of the water system.

• A road/lane closure policy was 
adopted. CAO Jack Richardson said 
applications for road or lane closures 
would be considered on a case by 
case basis. Richardson explained 
that the Public Works foreman 
would review the applications, and 
council would be presented with a 
recommendation. The policy makes 
it clear that all costs will be paid by 
the applicant.

• A celebration for Slocan’s 110th 
anniversary was briefly discussed, 
possibly for Labour Day weekend, 
and will be on the agenda for the 
April council meeting.

• Council agreed to contribute 

$300 to support the WE Graham 
Destination Imagination team, as in 
past years.

• Councillor Elliott reported 
that the RDCK board would be 
considering a change to the CBT 
Community Initiatives funding 
allocation. The RDCK has allocated 
the funding to communities based on 
a blend of population and property 
assessments. All other Regional 
Districts use a population formula 
only. RDCK Director Paul Peterson, 
who is the RDCK’s representative 
on the CBT board, is asking that 
the RDCK change to a population 
only formula. Councillor Elliott said 
it would make no difference to the 
amount allocated to Slocan, which 
is $30,000 either way because of a 
new CBT policy that no community 
will receive less than $30,000. The 
matter is expected to be decided at 
the March 31 RDCK board meeting.

by Art Joyce
After a turbulent year for farmers 

in the wake of new BC meat licensing 
regulations that nearly shut down 
the industry, there’s good news. 
Slocan Valley’s Tulaberry Farm has 
purchased a mobile poultry abattoir 
and owners Judy Morton and Alex 
Berland plan to begin processing 
during the first week of June.

“At this point we’re thinking 
we can cover the need at four days a 
month, two days every two weeks,” 
says Morton.

Tulaberry Farm has a three-
quarter acre market garden, a half-
acre of organic raspberries, and raises 
organic beef as well as egg layers. 
They plan to raise 600 chickens for 
meat. The couple expect delivery 
of the mobile abattoir in about two 
weeks. The unit is already certified 
and certification goes with the unit, 
not the owner. A docking station 
must first be built, and should be 
completed by June. If not, a station 
already exists in Salmo. Morton says 
there are plans for docking stations 
also in Silverton and Harrop.

“So the more docking stations 
we have the easier it will be for 
people,” explains Morton. “The 
government considers one hour from 
the farm to the station to be viable.”   

Tulaberry is being financially 
assisted by the provincial Meat 
Transition Assistance Program 
(MTAP), which subsidizes plant 
upgrades and construction of new 
facilities in under-served regions 
to meet provincial Class A or B 
licensing standards. In order to make 
the operation viable, Tulaberry needs 
6,000 chickens per year and already 
have a commitment from local 
farmers of 5,000 birds.

“We will be working with the 
CFI (Canadian Food Inspection 
Agency) inspector who comes from 
Cranbrook,” says Morton. “We’re 
trying to batch things together so 
it’s more effective for his time. If we 
find that we’ve got too many birds 
coming in we’ll go to three days 
every two weeks.” 

Recently Morton hosted a 
‘Chicken Day’ workshop at the 

Mobile poultry abattoir comes to Slocan Valley
Vallican Whole and packed the 
place with 60 people. Varying levels 
of experience were present, from 
old hands to novices interested in 
starting to raise poultry. Rod Weibe 
of Abbotsford, BC’s premier organic 
seed producer, spoke to the crowd 
about seed and layers. Ellison’s 
and Kootenay Co-op from Nelson 
explained their requirements and 
how much poultry they’re interested 
in buying. Jennifer Barclay, who 
owns Castlegar-based Fattoria, a 
distributor for red meats, discussed 
her services. Fattoria delivers 
red meat from Tarzwell Farms in 
Creston, a slaughterhouse providing 
services for cattle, goats, sheep, 
lamb, bison and pigs. Barclay can 
also provide distribution services 

for poultry, from Rossland through 
Nakusp. The workshop has resulted 
in a website being built for farmers 
with information and talk forums 
on seed, and equipment and advice. 

“This unit is making it possible 
for this whole area to legally produce 
all their poultry needs,” says Morton. 
“I think once producers realize they 
can make money doing this, people 
will start to produce more and more 
for the unit. We could get close to 
providing all our needs for this area, 
there’s so many little farms that are 
really well suited to it.”

With paperwork to process 
from the Ministry of Environment, 
Interior Health and other government 
agencies, Morton says getting to this 
stage has been intense but they’ve 

received plenty of cooperation. 
The abattoir and docking 

station can only be run with the 
CFI inspector present, who inspects 
every bird. He examines every heart, 
liver and spleen of the birds that 
are processed. If they don’t pass 
inspection, they’re sent home with 
whoever brought them. 

Tulaberry raises its chickens 
organically on pasture. They will 
be seeking organic status for the 
abattoir, but will process non-organic 
birds. 

“People are now able to get 
their birds certified organic because 
we have the unit,” says Morton. 
“It should make it fairly easy for 
people who have farm status to 
add meat production, at least for 

poultry. Kootenay Organic Growers 
Association is now getting swamped 
with people wanting to certify 
their birds. I believe it’s all about 
sustainability of food for this area, 
and that’s really what my husband 
and I are interested in.” 

by Art Joyce
Winlaw res ident  Mar ion 

B u l l a n o f f  i s  f a c i n g  e v e r y 
grandparent ’s  n ightmare :  a 
grandchild diagnosed with a brain 
tumour. Her 10-year-old grandson 
Corbin Lew was diagnosed on 
February 11 with anaplastic large 
cell lymphoma. 

Corbin will undergo a series 
of chemotherapy treatments that 
will require him to be in the Lower 
Mainland for six months. The family 
is appealing for assistance with 
travel costs, medical treatments and 
supplies and food expenses. A trust 
fund has been established at the 
Kootenay Savings Credit Union in 
the East and West Kootenays. 

“His brother Chris and I will be 
travelling to Children’s Hospital and 
back to Castlegar taking turns with 
the boys’ dad to be with Corbin,” 
writes Corbin’s mom Connie Lew. 
“We are very appreciative of all the 
love and support that our friends and 
family as well as the community 
have shown us during this past six 
weeks.” 

The ordeal for the family began 
on January 13 when Connie awoke 
Corbin from a nap after school. 
He was unable to speak and had 
stroke-like symptoms affecting his 
right side. She immediately took 

Castlegar boy diagnosed with brain tumour
him to emergency services at Trail 
regional hospital, where the family’s 
doctor is based. The initial CT scan 
showed swelling in Corbin’s brain. 
Later that evening he regained his 
speech and control of his right side, 
perhaps responding to antibiotics 
that had been administered soon 
after admission. As a precaution, the 
family were referred to Vancouver 
Children’s Hospital.

Once there, an MRI showed 
some swelling but no bleeding. After 
a battery of tests and two weeks of 
antibiotics, doctors were unable 
to obtain clear results. Corbin was 
behaving normally and had no more 
seizures. Another MRI was done 
which showed increased swelling 
in the brain and a brain biopsy 
was performed. This procedure 

helps doctors diagnose the presence 
and type of brain tumour. Doctors 
diagnosed anaplastic large cell 
lymphoma on February 11.

To make a donation to the Lew 
family contact your local branch of 
Kootenay Savings Credit Union and 
deposit to account number 1363464. 

10-year-old Corbin Lew has been diagnosed 
with a brain tumor
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Thank you 
Valley Voice
The only newspaper that 

tells us what is going on in 
the Kaslo area. The only 
newspaper that gives us a 

chance to say what we think 
about it, free of charge, in 
Voices from the Valleys.

Paid advertisement by Jane Lynch 
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Real Estate in Kaslo and 
North Kootenay Lake 
www.century21kaslo.com 
kul@century21kaslo.com 

250-505-4722
Century21 Mountainview Realty Ltd.

Open Mon - Thurs 
6:30 am to 3:00 pm

Fri, Sat, Sun
6:30 am to 8:00 pm

Licensed

Located at the Heart of 
Front Street • 353-2955

“Best Eggs Benedict Ever”
“Mexican, Salads, 

Dinners, Wraps & Stir-Fry

by Jan McMurray
• Corporal Backus attended to 

provide a report of the Kaslo RCMP’s 
activities. He explained that he started 
a crime reduction initiative when he 
came to Kaslo, targeting the small 
percentage of the population that 
commits the majority of the crime. 
Ten “prolific offenders” were identified 
in Kaslo. He explained that police 
try to catch prolific offenders doing 
criminal activity and then try for strict 
bail conditions, such as a curfew. He 
said there are three of the ten prolific 
offenders left in Kaslo. Five have 
moved and two have been incarcerated 
for serious offences. The corporal 
explained that this requires him to 
schedule officers at night, to ensure the 
bail curfew conditions are being met, 
for example. 

Backus said the Kootenay 
Boundary Regional Detachment 
requires them to meet “outputs” or 
quotas for speeding tickets, etc., but 
he feels that the outcomes are more 
important in small communities. For 
example, instead of focusing on issuing 
a certain number of speeding tickets, 
they focus on decreasing speeding in 
town. 

Two additional members will join 
the detachment once the new building 
is completed to reduce on call time for 
Kaslo officers. Backus said although on 
call hours are excessive for the existing 
three officers, he is having a hard time 
justifying five officers for such a small 
community. He is working on a business 
case to have the two new members, in 
addition to covering on call shifts, focus 
on organized crime, particularly people 
involved in flying marijuana across the 
border and exchanging it for cocaine, 
which he believes is occurring here. 

The new RCMP building will be 
completed in late summer or early 
fall, ahead of schedule. He said they 
would honour the 18-month lease in 
the Kemball Centre, but would move 

into the new detachment as soon as 
they could.

• Celina Gabriel of Employment 
Edge attended to report on the 
Community Heritage Registry Project 
carried out by Employment Edge 
participants. Statements of Significance 
were completed for the City Hall, 
Moyie, Vimy Park, Kaslo Bay, 
Langham, 1896 building, Sacred Heart 
Church, St. Mark’s Anglican Church 
and St. Andrew’s United Church. The 
Employment Edge project ended on 
March 11.

• Emails from Lynn van Deursen 
regarding the Spirit Square/Front 
Street Park project were referred to 
2011 budget deliberations. The first 
phase of the project is to build a public 
washroom in the park, at an estimated 
cost of $7,500. 

• A letter from the Kaslo Housing 
Society states that the society is in the 
process of selecting a consultant for 
the affordable housing project, and it 
is possible that the consultant’s report 
will be completed by mid summer. The 
society asks council to consider a budget 
item for in-kind help with infrastructure 

development on the site. This was 
referred to budget discussions.

Later in the meeting, Councillor 
Frary reported that the society has now 
hired the consultant.

• Council gave approval in principle 
to having a model float plane event 
on the lakeshore, across from the 
campground and loggers sports area. 
The West Kootenay Aeromodelling 
Club would like to host this event 
on a long weekend anytime between 
May and September. The club has 
hosted an annual event in New Denver 
for several years, and is exploring 
an alternate location “to facilitate a 
potentially larger event and to have 
access to better local facilities.” Details 
of timing and location were referred to 
the Development Services Committee 
for recommendation to council.

• Scott Wallace of True Consulting 
will be requested to provide costs for a 
site-specific Liquid Waste Management 
Plan to service the campground.

• Ian Fraser will be contacted to 
provide a cost to research archives 
and produce a mural for display at 
the Kemball Memorial Centre to 

Kaslo council, March 8: Corporal Backus provides RCMP report
commemorate the buildings’ 100th year.

• Several Suffer Fest issues came 
forward from the Development Services 
Committee meeting of March 3. The 
Village will ask Suffer Fest organizers to 
poll all property owners affected by all 
road closures for the event, October 1-2. 
No fees will be waived as requested by 
Suffer Fest, as this is contrary to Village 
policy. Organizers will be provided with 
application forms for a street banner 
permit, and will be informed about 
the application process for a Special 
Occasion Licence for a beer garden. 
The Village will provide sponsorship 
to a local non-profit organization that 
volunteers to staff a checkpoint at the 
event. 

• Mayor Lay reported that he 
attended a meeting with Diane Gagnon 
of the IHA and learned that the IHA 
has hired a Public Health Nurse to 
work in Kaslo three days a week, and 
a Community Health Nurse for Kaslo. 
They also believe they have found a 
doctor for Kaslo.

• A letter from Jim Yount asks 
council to establish a committee of 
three leading business leaders to review 

council members’ stipends. He feels 
that an increased stipend amount would 
attract people to run for office. This 
was referred to the Municipal Services 
Committee for recommendation to 
council.

• The Village of Kaslo will extend 
sincere thanks to Councillor Cormie 
and Deputy Clerk Hughes for work 
done with Kaslo’s Heritage Week and 
Heritage Tea.

• Saturday, March 26 from 8:30 to 
9:30 pm was declared as Earth Hour 
in the Village of Kaslo. Municipal 
infrastructure will be turned dark insofar 
as possible during this time.

• On request of the North Kootenay 
Lake Community Services Society, the 
month of March 2011 was proclaimed 
as Community Social Services Month 
in the Village of Kaslo.

• The bylaw authorizing borrowing 
of up to $150,000 for the reservoir liner 
replacement project was adopted.

• Uncollectible business licenses in 
the amount of $1297.50 were written 
off.

• Accounts payable of $49,759.57 
were approved.

by Art Joyce
You can take the writer out of 

the Kootenays but you can’t take 
the Kootenays out of the writer. At 
least that’s the perspective of author 
Meredith Quartermain, a former Argenta 
resident who has been short-listed for 
a BC Book Prize for her book of short 
fiction, Recipes from the Red Planet. 
Quartermain currently makes her home 
in Vancouver with her husband Peter.

Although categorized as ‘short 
stories,’ Quartermain sees the book as 
fitting more into the realm of ‘poetic 
micro-fiction’ in the vein of the recently 
popular style of postcard fiction. 

“I’ve got a series in the book to do 
with weather. They range from highly 
poetic to fun little narratives about Jack 
Frost,” she says.

The book’s title comes from 
Quartermain’s connection with the poet 
Jack Spicer, a San Francisco poet who 
was quite influential on the TiSH group 
of poets based in Vancouver during the 
1960s and ’70s. She considers herself a 
second-generation TiSH poet, personally 
acquainted with TiSH founders George 
Bowering, Fred Wah and Daphne 
Marlatt. When she was starting to write 
the book, Wah was writer-in-residence at 
SFU and encouraged her with it.

“Spicer is kind of a legend here on 
the West coast,” she recalls. “He had a 
series that was kind of like allowing your 
mind to be disturbed by forces outside 
yourself, which he likened to martians,” 
explains Quartermain. “His theory about 
writing was that energy comes from 
without yet your own language resists 
that energy. This was a thread running 
through these pieces, and ended up 
leading to the title.”

The publisher for Recipes from the 
Red Planet, Toronto’s BookThug, she 
sees as a kind of next generation literary 
publisher, picking up the reins from 
established presses like Coach House. 
In today’s recessionary publishing 
market, very few mainstream presses 
are prepared to publish experimental 
work. BookThug also published 
Quartermain’s 2008 book of poetry 

Former Argenta resident nominated for BC Book Prizes
Matter, a cross-pollination between 
words that were listed under ‘matter’ 
in Roget’s Thesaurus and Darwin’s 
Origin of Species, resulting in a 
meditation on mind and matter as well 
as social Darwinism. “They’re more of 
a renegade press. I think they’re making 
an enormous contribution to Canadian 
literature, publishing works that really 
extend our sensibilities.”

She has no interest in writing for 
the mass market. Genre writing tends 
to be hot one year, forgotten the next. 
Meanwhile the great books – often 
ignored in their own time – live on. The 
classic novel Moby Dick, for example, 
was intensely disliked during author 
Herman Melville’s lifetime. Although 
her work has taken a turn for the esoteric, 
Quartermain says a part of her will 
always be influenced by her years living 
in Argenta. 

“I just seem to have that renegade 
spirit; there’s something I get from living 
in Argenta for sure – willingness to see 
things from a different angle.”

Quartermain has been nominated 
for the BC Book Awards once before, 

in 2006 when she won for her first 
book of poems, Vancouver Walking, 
published by NeWest Press. In 2008 
she published both Matter and Night 
Marker, a book-length meditation on 
Vancouver in the year 2003 in the mold 
of the city’s namesake, the explorer 
Captain Vancouver. Quartermain and 
her husband run micro-press Nomados 
Publishers, a chapbook publishing press. 

Quartermain is up against some 

stiff competition in her category for the 
Ethel Wilson Fiction Prize. The shortlist 
includes iconic west coast author Jack 
Hodgins for The Master of Happy 
Endings; historical fiction/fantasy 
author Jack Whyte for The Forest Laird; 
Rifet Bahtijaragic for Chernovs’ Toil 
and Peace; and Gurjinder Basran for 
Everything Was Good-Bye.

For more information visit www.
bcbookprizes.ca.

submitted by Deb Borsos
The Argenta Concert Hall (cleverly 

disguised as the community centre) 
once again offered inspiration and a 
celebration of music on March 12 with 
Who Needs Vienna?, a combination of 
voice and instrumental pieces. About 
100 people from one end of Kootenay 
Lake to the other attended – nearly 
equal the population of Argenta.

Each year in Argenta there are 
winter musical events to break the 
monotony and generate humanitarian 
aid for various causes. Making this 
year’s event extra special was Agnes 
Herbison’s 94th birthday. She tries to 
organize a fundraiser each year for SOS 
Childrens Villages or other charities. 
The Herbison family is well known 
throughout the Kootenay Lake district 
for its musical talents. 

“Everyone loves Agnes and it’s 
always wonderful to hear her perform,” 

Argenta evening recital generates overseas humanitarian aid 
Meredith Quartermain, a former Argenta resident, has been short-listed for a BC Book Prize.

says Borsos. “And at 94 it’s even more 
amazing.”

An international flavour was 
conveyed with Italian, German, 
Scottish, English, and Hungarian 
offerings by a group of people 
obviously well versed in the ways of 
music, love and ample ability. It was a 
reflection on the value of taking one’s 
skills and passions and sharing them 
just for the joy of it. Events such as this 
save us all the need to get on a plane and 
fly to Europe for similar experiences.

The standing ovations for the group 
were well deserved – in particular for 
Agnes Herbison, who accompanied 
a number of the pieces performed by 
other family members and friends. The 
audience was refreshing in its diversity, 
packing the hall for this lovely evening. 

“ D a v i d  a n d  N o e m i  w e r e 
particularly great as they did several 
duets together which showed how 

much they love each other and love 
singing together,” says Borsos. 

Gratitude goes out to the audience, 
whose generous donations will go to 
help children attending several small 
schools in Port au Prince, Haiti. The 
project is known as the Rainwater 
Harvest Project. Rik Valentine and 
David Herbison are working under the 
auspices of the Argenta Friends Society 
and Pure Water for the World, a non-
profit group in Vermont that produces 
bio-sand filters. They have been in 
Haiti since January and will be there 
until April, helping build furniture and 
install water catchment basins. 

Thanks are especially due all the 
performers: soprano Noemi Kiss; 
tenor David Herbison; pianist Agnes 
Herbison; the Selkirk Camerata Trio 
consisting of Wendy Herbison, Vic 
Neufeld, and Alex Nichol; and piano 
accompaniment by Sean Hennessey. 
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Wine & Beer Making Kits 
to satisfy all budgets!

Winlaw Brew-Op

5972 Cedar Creek Road, Winlaw • 226-7328

Take-Home Kits, or Brew it with Us!
Open 11:00 to 6:00 Tues. to Sat.

Specialty Coffees, Teas, 
U-Brews and Kits for Home
                    • Open Every DayNaKUSp  265-4701

3 5 8 - 7 7 6 9

A v A ’ s 
H a i r  s t u d i o

Far right entrance of the Wild Rose Restaurant in Rosebery

OPEN ALL WINTER

Slocan Auto &
Truck Repairs

24 hour towing 
BCaa, Slocan, BC  

355-2632

111 Mcdonald Drive, Nelson, BC
ph 250-352-3191

sales@mainjet.ca • www.mainjet.ca

NAKUSP GLASS
201 Broadway

265-3252
The clear choice for 
all your glass needs!

SALES & SERVICE
98 - 1st Street, Nakusp • 265-4911

OPEN TUES - SAT
CHAINSAWS
• Stihl
• Husqvarna
MOWERS
• Husqvarna
• Toro • Snapper
• Lawnboy

TRIMMERS
• Stihl
• Husqvarna
SMALL ENGINES
• Tecumseh 
• Honda
• Briggs & Stratton

AUTOMOTIVE	•	SMALL	MOTORS	•	MACHINE	SHOP
Caribou Service
(250) 265-3191

5549 Frontage Road
Burton, BC

24 Hr Towing and Recovery
Auto Repairs & Tires

Auto Parts

24 HOUr TOWiNg
1007 HWy 23, NaKUSp

pH: 265-4577

• welding repairs • full service 
& repair • licenced technician • 

radiator repairs & service • mobile 
service available • fast, friendly 

and

MOUNTAIN VALLEY STATION
BOTTLE DEPOT

Slocan City • 355-2245
Open MON - SAT  9-5

Your “Bottle Drive” Specialists

RECYCLINGJEWELRY

Nakusp   265-4406

BCAA Towing

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Nakusp Taxi
250-265-8222

Pick up and Delivery
Let us get it for you

• Auto parts • Groceries
• Pharmacy • Cigarettes
• Take out food

Just let your local business know your needs 
and we will deliver them to you.

Alcoholic beverages until 11:00 pm

HAIR

Wholistic Midwife
Lana Knoll 
250-353-2213
maramamidwife@yahoo.ca

Honouring natural childbirth through 
nourishing body, mind and spirit, and 
by embracing family and community.

MaSSagE THErapiES
Myofascial, Swedish, Lymphatic, Joint play, Craniosacral, 

Visceral, Somatoemotion, Chakras, Nutrition etc.
MTa rates (Low income consideration)

also MSp, WCB, iCBC & care plans
garth r. Hunter, r.M.T.

Slocan Health Clinic - Thursdays
250-358-2364 • Mobile & Office

FULL SPECTRUM HEALTH
• Deep Tissue Massage

• Nutritional Consultation
• Reiki

     Sliding Scale - Mobile Service
Daniel Thorpe  250-358-6808

HEALTH	•	WELL	BEING	•	FITNESS	•	ENVIRONMENT

COLES RENTALS
HEATERS (PROPANE & ELECTRIC)

PLATE TAMPERS, JUMPING JACKS, REBAR BENDER 
JACKHAMMERS, HAMMER DRILLS, CONCRETE 

MIXERS, CONCRETE SAWS, TILECUTTERS, 
BLOCKCUTTERS, SCAFFOLDING, FLOOR SANDERS, 
NAILERS - ALL TYPES, LM ROTARY LAZER TRANSIT, 

GENERATORS, WATER PUMPS, COMPRESSORS, 
INSULATED TARPS, PRESSURE WASHERS, ROTO 

TILLER, LAWN COMBER, AERATOR, PROPERTY PIN 
LOCATOR, CHIPPER/SHREDDER, GAS POST HOLE 

DIGGER, WOODSPLITTER, CONCRETE FLOOR 
GRINDER ...AND MUCH MORE!

PHONE 358-2632
1-888-358-2632

EQUIPMENT	RENTAL

BAKERY

BREWING

Jo’s Jewelry
Custom work and repair in 

silver and Gold, by appointment

358-2134
new denver, Goldsmith Jo-anne barClay

Spectrum Home & Family Care
Helping you maintain 

YOUR lifesyle!
Free consultations 

in the West Kootenay!
250-265-3842

spectrumcares@telus.net

Hand & Soul Wellness Centre
Larry Zaleski, D.C.    Chiropractor

Mondays & Fridays - Silverton • Every other Wednesday in Winlaw or Nakusp

Sue Mistretta, M.A., CCC    Counsellor/Expressive Arts
358-2177 www.handandsoul.ca

This space 
could be yours 

for $19.50 + 
GST per issue.

Call 358-7218 or email: 
valleyvoice@netidea.

com for details

This space could be yours for 
$11.00 + GST per issue.
Call 358-7218 or email: 

valleyvoice@netidea.com
for details

This space could be yours for 
$11.00 + GST per issue.
Call 358-7218 or email: 

valleyvoice@netidea.com
for details

aNNOUNCEMENTS
WOW! BEAUTIFUL, PRACTICAL and 
affordable things arriving daily at Willow 
Home Gallery! Time to freshen up your bed, 
bath, kitchen and living room for spring! 
Yay! Kaslo 250-353-2257.
INDELIBLE INK - Music, Office & 
Art Supplies is now open from 9 to 4:30, 
Monday to Saturday in Silverton. Search 
or browse the online catalogues: http://
searchindelibleink.webs.com/ Phone: 
250-358-7121.

aUTOMOTiVE
!WOW! 08 PONTIAC WAVE 4-cyl, 
4-door, AT, $2700 below retail. $0 down, 
$95 biweekly O.A.F. $8,500 obo cash. 
265-4419.

BUSiNESS OppOrTUNiTiES
UNEMPLOYED and thinking of starting 
your own business? Community Futures 
offers the Self Employment grant, business 
loans, counselling and training in the Arrow 
& Slocan Lakes area. For more info leave 
a message at 265-3674 ext. 201 or email 
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

COMiNg EVENTS
MARTIAL ARTS FOR WOMEN – Learn 
self-defense. Now starting in Nakusp. 
Tuesday and Thursday, 7-9 pm. Call Vito 
265-4914.
MEXICAN DINNER AT THE CUP! 
Beef Enchilada or Chicken Breast with 
all the trimmings and a delectable dessert 
ala Madeleine. $20 per person. Call for 
reservations. 358-2475 or 2267.
THE SILVERTON COMMUNITY 
CLUB will be holding their Annual 
Car Wash on Saturday, April 2. It will 
take place outside the Village Office in 
Silverton, from 10 am-3pm. The car wash 
is by donation and refreshments will be 
available for sale.
EASTER HAM BINGO Slocan Legion 
Hall, Slocan. April 10, 1:00 pm. $2 per card. 
Everyone Welcome.
COSTUME DISCO DANCE Fundraiser! 
Wear some platform shoes, give yourself a 
’fro and get ready to shake your booty! DJ 
Wicked Whitney and the Valley Vendettas 
Women’s Roller Derby Team invite you to 
come and boogie the night away! April 1, 
Slocan Legion, doors open at 8 pm, sliding 
scale for tickets $8-$10, cash bar and food 

concession. Prizes for best disco/’70s 
costume and other prizes too! Come and 
meet the gals on the team, if you dare!
CALLING ALL NAKUSP a rea 
Downhillers! Nakusp Freeride Downhill 
Mountain Bike Society is having our 
Annual General Meeting! Saturday, April 
2 at 3pm at the Kuskanax Lodge. New 
members welcome.
APRIL 4 CELEBRATE Your Child’s 
Development: Special presentations 
on Learning to Talk and Emotional 
Development, an open session of Mother 
Goose, and individual play-based sessions 
for parent/child (0-5) with a trained 
consultant to learn more about your child’s 
stage of development. Drop in to the WE 
Graham School Library from 9:00-12:30 
for this free, fun and informative event. 
Book early for the individual sessions, as 
space is limited. Phone Penny 250-226-
7605 for appointment or info. Sponsored 
by the Slocan Valley Early Childhood 
Community Advisory Council.
T R A S H  A R T  C H A L L E N G E : 
WORKSHOP Sat. April 16, 1-4 pm at 
WE Graham school in Slocan. ‘Creating 
your own trash art with Brent Bukowski.’ 

Please join us in this hands-on workshop 
with well-known Kaslo artist. Meet by the 
recycling bins at 1pm at the transfer station. 
Entry fee $5. Presented by Slocan Valley 
Arts Council. This is a BC Arts & Culture 
Week event. Call 250-226-7768 for info or 
email svcarts@gmail.com.
TRASH ART CHALLENGE: Public 
ART SHOW, April 29 and 30 at Passmore 
Hall. Friday evening is open from 7-9 and 
on Saturday from 10 am to 3 pm. Work 
by Brent Bukowski on display. To enter 
the show, make something unique from 
discardable materials and bring to Passmore 
Hall Fri. April 29 between 10 and noon to 
be put on display. Cash prizes for Artist’s 
Choice and People’s Choice. Artwork must 
be picked up Sat. April 30 by 4. Presented 
by the Slocan Valley Arts Council. For 
info call 250-226-7768 or email svcarts@
gmail.com. 
THE SILVERTON GALLERY announces 
the public art show of Kootenay Kids 
Creative Arts Camp on Saturday, March 26 
(1-3). If you missed the Jaclyn Guillou Jazz 
Quintet (or if you were blessed enough to 
be there) in the fall 2010, be sure to come 
out to listen to these talented musicians and 

performers. They are excited to return to play 
at the Gallery again on their CD tour from 
Vancouver on Thursday, April 7 at 7:30 pm.
HAND & SOUL announces “Awakening 
the Heart” expressive mandala painting 
workshop on Saturday, March 26 (1-5) 
$30. Family Constellations workshop on 
Sunday, March 27 (9:30-4:30) $55. Call 
358-2177 to register.
SOCIAL DANCE CLASSES begin in April 
in New Denver and Nelson. Latin, Ballroom 
& Swing. Beginner and Intermediate 
levels. Singles welcome. Private lessons & 
Wedding Packages also available. Call or 
email for further information. 358-2448 or 
franwallis@redmtn.ca.

FOr rENT
I AM LOOKING FOR someone to sublet 
my house in New Denver for July and 
August. Precise dates to be established. It’s 
perfect for one or two people. Lovely little 
house on the edge of the woods, just out 
of the village. See to believe. Contact me. 
Andrew Rhodes  250-358-7985.
OFFICE IN SILVERTON is available for 
rent for $150 (includes hydro). Studio/loft 
available nightly, weekly, monthly – call for 
rates. 250-358-2177.

Personal Classifieds start at $8.00
Call 250-358-7218 for details
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CONSTRUCTION
FOUNDATIONS • FRAMING
ROOFING • RENOVATIONS

Specializing in Timber Framing

250-265-4525

HALL LUMBER 
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat 
10 am to 5 pm

pHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd. 

Edgewood, BC

FOR ALL YOUR 
PROPANE NEEDS

365-9958
1-800-471-5630

Your local bulk dealer & service centre

• registered Septic System 
designer and installer •
• ready Mix Concrete • 

• Lock Blocks • Drain rock • 
• road Crush • Sand & gravel • 

• Dump Trucks • Excavator • 
• Crusher • Coloured Concrete • 

• Site preparation •
Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
ph. 265-4615 • vieirac@telus.net

Installation and maintenance 

call Jim Berrill
(250) 359-5922

JEMS Propane Ltd.

Tradesman Electric
commercial • residential 

new construction • renovations
Reliable friendly service

Free Estimates Call Steve 226-7163

CONSTRUCTION	•	HOME	•	GARDEN	

YOUR VALLEY COMFORT AND BLAZE KING DEALER 
SPECIALIZING IN WOOD/ELECTRIC, WOOD/OIL AND 

WOOD/GAS COMBINATION FURNACES
Certified • Insured

COMPLETE SALES 
SERVICE AND 
INSTALLATION

Slocan City, BC • (250) 355-0088
website: www.kootenayfurnace.com

email: kfurnace@netidea.com

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Crescent Bay 

Construction Ltd.
Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431 
• Email cresbay@telus.net

KF PowerVac
Duct Cleaning & Duct Sanitizing

Local: 355-2485 • Toll-free: 1-888-652-0088
email: kfurnace@netidea.com

Peter’s New & Used Windows & More
Sales & Installations

• Energy Efficient Vinyl & Wood Windows •
• Residential Installations & Renovations/Upgrades •

• Wooden & Metal Doors •
Peter Demoskoff • Cell: 250-608-0505

Tel: 250-399-4836 • Fax: 250-399-4831

J.C. Roofing Company
For all your roofing needs

Serving the Arrow and Slocan Lakes
16 years of professional installations

WCB • All work fully guaranteed
We also install Soffit and Vinyl Siding

For your free estimate, Call 
Curtis Roe at 250-265-9087

• general contractor 
• new homes & renovations 

• design/build 
HPO licensed/Home Warranty 

Fully insured. 30 yrs.+ exp./ cert. 
carpenters/ foundation to finish/

custom trim/heritage work. 
Call Drew 250- 353-2450.  

0850743 B.C. Ltd. dba Vista Custom Builders

Personal Classifieds start at $8.00
Call 250-358-7218 for details

Bergevin Electrical 
Inc.

Please call 
250-358-7172 

or 250-354-4171 
and leave a message

Free Estimates. Certified, 
Licenced, And Insured

Serving New Denver, Nakusp 
and the Slocan Valley

COMPUTER

ken@palmercomputerservices.com

Palmer
Computer 
Services

- Repairs 
- Upgrades 

- Consulting
Microsoft Certified 
Systems Engineerphone: 355-2235

Indoor Garden 
Supplies

Castlegar
250-304-2911

1730 Hwy 3, Selkirk Spring Building
dan@canadiangardensupply.com

Jim Pownall & Co.
LOG & TIMBER FRAME HOMES

New Denver • BC
250-358-2566

jpownall@telus.net

Uncommon Ground Farm 
& Landscape

Now booking landscape projects for the 
2011 season!

Design & Installation
cell: 250-354-8661 • uncommonground@ 

columbiawireless.ca

Even little ads 
get noticed in the 

Valley Voice

HARDWOOD 
FLOORS ONLY 

100% CANADIAN FLOORING 
AT WHOLESALE

Prefinished, antique R. Oak - Maple 
3 ¼ x ¾ $4.59/sf pallet – Import Eng 

Prefinished $3.99/sf pallet
 Bamboo – Cork from $2.99/sf 

Glue Down
AT JUAN’S – 1503 Hwy 3A Thrums

250-399-6377 Mon-Sat 8:30 am-5 pm

CLASSIFIED ADS

peacock 
collective

organic housekeeping 
ueco friendly housekeepinguyard & garden maintenanceu 

general labour workuWCB insured trade worker’s helper 
upost renovation clean upuorganization & de-cluttering in 
home or shopuhelping hand with carpentry & alternative 

building projectsuhome check-ins and visit preparationsu

Gift Certificates available
Serving Nakusp Burton New Denver Silverton

reliable & fully insured
Sondra Krajewski
250.265.8479

www.peacockcollective.ca

FOr SaLE
BOSS PEDALS - RC-20XL looper 
$180; TR-2 tremelo $80; OS-2 distortion/
overdrive $80. MORLEY PEDAL ABY 
Mix $70. 250-358-2824.

HEaLTH
FELDENKRAIS Awareness Through 
Movement classes: *Nakusp * Hills * 
Winlaw. * Relax * Release Tension * 
Relieve Pain * Breathe Easier * Sleep 
Better * Tyson 250-265-3827 * thaitouch@
yahoo.com.

HELp WaNTED
NEED HOME SUPPORT WORKER 
with Care Aide Certificate or equivalent 
for mature disabled male. Four-hour shifts 
with job sharing. Part-time, weekends and 
back-up to start. Reply with brief resume 
to: Home Support Worker, Box 433, New 
Denver, BC V0G 1S0.
THE RESTAURANT in the Leland 
Hotel is re-opening in early April of this 
year. The new management is looking 
for enthusiastic and dedicated people to 
fill the following positions: Prep Cook/
Dishwasher - 2 positions; Line Cook - 2 
positions; Servers - 6 positions; Restaurant 
Manager - 1 position. Please bring your 
resume in person along with references to 
Café Lago in the Leland Hotel from 3 pm 

to 5 pm March 26, 27 or 28. If for some 
reason these dates do not work for you, 
please mail your resume to: Café Lago, 
Box 101, Nakusp, BC  V0G 1R0. We look 
forward to meeting you!
SPECTRUM HOME & FAMILY CARE, 
a private Home Support and Cleaning 
Services provider, is recruiting Home 
Support Caregivers, Cleaning and Home 
& Yard Maintenance staff for Nakusp and 
New Denver. Training available. Please 
forward resume to: Spectrum Home & 
Family Care, Box 667, Nakusp, BC  V0G 
1R0 Attention: Barbara. Phone: 250-265-
3842. E-mail: spectrumcares@telus.net.
WANTED: BOOKKEEPER for Silverton 
Gallery Society, starting in May. Requires 
knowledge of Simply Accounting and 
Charity Returns. Approx 2 hrs per month, 
$16-$18/hr depending on experience. For 
more information please phone 358-2162.
YOUR NEW DENVER COMMUNITY 
FITNESS CENTRE needs one volunteer 
for one light job...to check the machines 
out every once in a while to see how 
they are working. If they need repairs, 
we have a technician from Canada Fit 
in Penticton who comes through the 
Kootenays periodically, and our equipment 
volunteer would co-ordinate with him. This 
is a small but VITAL component that makes 

the difference between keeping our facility 
open or not. CAN YOU HELP? Many of 
you have said how much they appreciate 
the Centre with its machines, weights and 
gymnasium. Community involvement will 
keep it happening. Phone DJ at 358-7200 
for info.

NOTiCES
FOR INFORMATION ON AA OR 
ALANON MEETINGS contact in New 
Denver: 358-7904 or 358-7158; Nakusp 
265-4924; Kaslo 353-2658; Slocan 355-
2805; South Slocan 226-7705.
N O T I C E !  S L O C A N  L A K E 
RECREATION COMMISSION #6 
will be holding its Spring Grant-in-Aid 
session on Wednesday, April 20, 2011. Any 
non-profit organization wanting to apply 
for a grant-in-aid should submit the proper 
application to Box 293, New Denver, BC 
V0G 1S0. Application forms are available 
from the Village of New Denver, the Village 
of Silverton and Lucerne School. Please 
note that the appropriate form must be used 
or the application will not be considered. 
The deadline for the application to be 
submitted is Friday, April 15, 2011. Any 
application received after that date will not 
be accepted.

OBiTUary

HANSPETER KORN
Hanspeter Korn was a family man 

who loved adventure. He travelled the 
world: Patagonia, Antarctica (twice), the 
Arctic, New Zealand, Australia, Nepal 
(twice), Egypt, China and the Amazon. His 
journey ended on March 3, 2011 when he 
died peacefully at the B.C. Cancer Agency 
in Vancouver after his battle with cancer.

Hans was born on March 27, 1938 in 
Heitersheim, Germany where he  spent his 
childhood. In 1957, as a young man of 19, 
he immigrated to Elliot Lake, Ontario. A 
few months later his childhood sweetheart, 
Erika, followed and they married in 1958. 
They settled together in Montrose where 
Hans worked at Cominco for 28 years as a 
machinist. They raised four children: Peter, 
Jurgen, Rainer and Heidi.

Hans loved the outdoors and followed 
his dreams in his spare time...flying, sailing, 
diving, canoeing, skiing, mountain climbing 
and in his later years paragliding and travelling 
to many parts of the world.

In 1996, after a long illness with cancer, 
Hans lost his sweetheart, wife and constant 
companion. He found solace in mountaineering 
and hiking with the Kootenay Mountaineers 
and was loved for his camaraderie and 
leadership by many of his fellow hikers. In 
1999 on a hike up Vingolf Mountain, Hans met 
Irme, his second love. They spent many happy 
times together which included gardening, 
canoeing the Slocan and hiking.

He is fondly remembered for his 
generous, loving, helpful, unassuming nature, 
easy laugh and gifted storytelling. He enjoyed 
many family get-togethers with his eight 
grandchildren. In 2007-2008 he took part in 
the David Thompson River Brigade canoeing 
from Rocky Mountain House, Alberta to 
Thunder Bay, Ontario, overcoming many 
challenges along the way. His last adventure 
was a boat trip down the Amazon through the 
Brazilian jungle.

He is greatly missed by his family and 
many friends. We will love you forever and 
we are grateful we had this time with you. A 
celebration of his life was held on March 15 
in Fruitvale.
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Legendary Meats 
Custom Cutting & Sausage 

Making, Curing & Smoking of 
Bacons & Hams

Mobile BBQ Services & Hog 
Roaster Rentals

• Christmas Tree Sales •
www.legendarymeats.ca
Phone/Fax: 250-226-7803
2826 Hwy 6 • Slocan Park

MEAT	CUTTING

Ann’s Natural Foods
Ann	Bunka

- 358-2552 -
805 Kildare St., New Denver

Slocan Village Market
Groceries, fresh produce, fresh meat, 

Agency Liquor, organic foods, 
in-store deli, in-store bakery.

Open 7 days/week, 9 am - 8 pm
Slocan, BC • ph:355-2211 • fax: 355-2216

NEW DENvER  
358-2443 358-7292

Your Local Grocer

SILvERTON

RESTAURANT/COFFEESTAND

   WiNTEr HOUrS
      8 aM - 9 pM

QUALITY PIZZA anytime!
265-4880
Air Conditioned

93-5th ave. Nakusp
Non-Smoking

laceNick’s
P

Seven Days a Week!

Lemon Creek 
Lodge & Campground

Year-round facility
Licensed Restaurant
Open Thurs - Sun

5 PM - 8 PM
Reservations: 1-877-970-8090

The Apple Tree 
Sandwich Shop

Soup, Sandwiches & Desserts
358-2691

Mon. - Fri. 7 A.M. - 4 P.M.
Sat. 11 A.M. - 4 P.M.

	GROCERY	•	HEALTH	FOOD

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

¶

• Health Products, healing sessions
• New Age cards & books
• Sensual products

320 BrOaDWay ST. NaKUSp  265-3188

Health Centre

¶¶ ¶¶¶

Re-Awakening

www.jonesboysboats.com
Ainsworth, British Columbia

4080 Hwy 31 N
Call: 1-877-552-6287

(250) 353-2550 Fax (250) 353-2911

HARBERCRAFT

paULa CONraD
HOME: (250) 358-2707

Selkirk realty
265-3635

Free Consultation

E-mail: paulaconrad@royallepage.ca
Website: www.royallepage.ca/selkirkrealty

HUB iNTErNaTiONaL 
BarTON 

iNSUraNCE 
BrOKErS

For all your 
iNSUraNCE 

needs
265-3631

1-800-665-6010

RECREATION

PROFESSIONAL	SERVICES

 Passmore
 Laboratory Ltd.
Water Testing • Flow Measurements
CAEAL certified to test drinking water
We’re in the Valley at: 1-250-226-7339
Jennifer & Tony Yeow passlab@xplornet.com

Colour/B&W Laser Printing/Copying • Digital Photography
Word processing • Scanning • Faxing • Binding • Laminating
CUSTOM CARDS • BROCHURES • CALENDARS • NEWSLETTERS

The best selection of photo cards of local views anywhere
1007 Josephine St. (Box 298), New Denver

Ph. 358-2435     essay@direct.ca     Fax 358-2607

Ph: 359-7111  Fax: 359-7587
www.playmorpower.com

Playmor Junction Hwy 6 & 3A
1043 Playmor

THE RIDE SAYS IT ALL

CLOTHING

The Clothes Hanger

Men’s & Ladies Clothing

400 Front St • Kaslo • 250-353-9688

Natural Food Store

422 Front Street • Kaslo, BC
1-250-353-2594

Silverton, BC
Monday - Saturday 8:00-4:00

Soup, Stews, 
Meat Pies, Treats 
and Great Coffee

358-2267

The Cup 
and 

Saucer Café

USED	GOODS
Even little ads 

get noticed in the 
Valley Voice

Paul Merrifield
• Bookkeeper •

250-358-6806 work
250-505-9748 cell

pauljmerrifield@gmail.com

This space could be yours for 
$11.00 + GST per issue.
Call 358-7218 or email: 

valleyvoice@netidea.com
for details

MEMORIAL 
HALL 

Weddings, Parties, Reunions, 
Concerts, Funerals, Meetings
To book call Sue:  250-358-2711

HALLS

THINKING OF BUYING OR 
STARTING A BUSINESS?

• Free Business Planning Workshops
• Self Employment Grant
• Business Counseling

• Business Loans
250-265-3674 loc 201       

Fullabeans Espresso Stand
Espresso • Snacks • Lunch

Open 7 days a week, 7 am - 2 pm
704 arlington, Slocan City

beside the gas station
250-355-2889 to order

CLASSIFIED ADS

The Donation Store
Main Street • New Denver

Open 10 am - 2 pm • Monday - Saturday 
(depending on available volunteers)

Help us help you

Next 
Valley Voice 
Deadline:

April 1, 
2011

Mountainview Realty ltd.

Shirley Kosiancic
Realtor

412 Broadway St. Nakusp, BC V0G 1S0
Bus    250-265-2111
Fax    250-265-3842
Cell    250-265-8040
shirley@century21nakusp.com • www.century21nakusp.com

rEaL ESTaTE

INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY! 
Three rental incomes in one commercial 
building including two 3-bedrm suites and 
a grocery store in beautiful Silverton BC. 
Priced to sell. Contact Shirley at Century 
21 Mountainview Realty in Nakusp, 412 
Broadway St., Nakusp. Ph: 250-265-8040. 
Email: Shirley@century21nakusp.com.

SUNNY HOBBY FARM for the animal 
lover. Abundant water and great growing 
for the garden enthusiast on Silver Queen 
Rd in Burton. Contact Shirley at Century 
21 Mountainview Realty in Nakusp, 412 
Broadway St., Nakusp. Ph: 250-265-8040. 
Email: Shirley@century21nakusp.com.

C O L L E E N  N A H N Y C H U K 
BOOKKEEPING. By Appointment. 
Tel: 551-7054 Fax: 1-888-370-4938 
cntaxprep@gmail.com.

WaNTED
CRAFT VENDORS for the 119th Annual 
May Days Celebration on May 21, 22 and 
23. Applications can be downloaded at 
www.kaslochamber.com. For information, 
email kaslomaydays@gmail.com or phone 
250-353-3239.
SARAH AND MARK JEFFREYS are 
looking for a furnished home to rent this 
summer, ideally for three-plus months, 
from mid-May until mid-late August, 
but at least for six to eight weeks in the 
June-Aug timeframe. We have an infant 
daughter, no pets. We hope to rent a house 
that is especially quiet and private in the 
Silverton-New Denver area, anywhere 
from Red Mountain Rd. up through to 
Hills. We don’t have particular size or room 
requirements, but a house that is easily 
maintained and has a good bathtub would 
be especially valued. Please contact us at 
markjeffreys@yahoo.com if you have or 
know of an available place.
RENTAL HOUSE WANTED: Mature, 
responsible, single woman (non-smoker, 
no pets) seeking reasonably priced, well-
kept, unfurnished rental house in peaceful 

setting for April, May. A quiet, caring tenant 
for your quiet, cared-for house. Excellent 
references. Please call Erika Beringer 
250-358-2484.

SLOCaN VaLLEy rECrEaTiON
EASTER BUNNY HOP - Games, songs 
and egg hunt. Sunday, April 17, Passmore 
Lodge. 1:30-3 pm.
UKRANIAN EASTER EGGS - Learn 
how to make Pysanka. Monday, April 18, 
6:00 pm, Winlaw School.
SLOCAN VALLEY SOCCER - The 
season is coming and kids from ages 3½ 
yrs to Grade 6 are invited to play.
HUNTER TRAINING PROGRAMS 
- P.A.L. - April 9 & 10. C.O.R.E. - April 
16 & 17. Winlaw School.
SLOCAN VALLEY BIKE SWAP - 
Sunday, April 17, 10 am-12 noon, Slocan 
Park Hall.
CREATE A HANGING BASKET 
- Saturday, April 30 at Four Season’s 
Greenhouses.

226-0008
SErViCES

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL 
SEPTIC TANK CLEANING: “Serving 
the Valley” 7 days/wk, 24-hr. All-Around 
Septic Services, Don Brown (250) 354-
3644, emergency 352-5676.
ROGAN ELECTRIC Residential, 
commercial, industrial wiring. Local 
references available. All work guaranteed. 
“We get the job done.” 353-9638.

Spring Storytimes 
bloom at the library
submitted by Nelson Public Library

Spring has sprung and so have 
new tales, songs and rhymes at the 
Nelson Library’s Storytimes. Starting 
on Wednesday, April 6 at 10:30 
am, Preschool Storytime presents 
magical tales, rollicking songs and a 
variety of easy fingerplays for 3- to 
5-year-olds. Stanley the Storytime 
Mouse will be back in full swing 
ready to entertain and surprise all 
with his foolish antics.

Due to high demand the library 
is offering two sessions of Tales for 
Twos beginning on Saturday, April 9. 
The start time for the first program is 
10:15 and the second at 11:15. Each 
session lasts for approximately 30 
minutes and will be filled with an 
assortment of stories, action songs 
and rhymes for 2- to 3-year-olds 
and their parents or caregivers. Pre-
registration is required.

For more information or to 
register please contact Nancy or 
Megan at 250-352-8283 or 352-6333.
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by Art Joyce
Local audiences were 

given a rare treat when former 
Tea Party guitarist Jeff Martin 
performed at The Royal in 
Nelson on March 8. The Tea 
Party during the ’90s were 
one of Canada’s biggest rock 
bands, selling nearly two 
million copies of their albums. 
Martin’s powerhouse new trio 
777 are touring Canada in 
support of his new album, The 
Ground Cries Out. 

Martin is one of those 
rare rock musicians gifted 
with an almost classical sense 
for composition. Since his 
earliest days with The Tea 
Party he has understood how 
to build the dynamics of a 
song. From controlled fury or 
creeping melancholy to sweet 
melodic uplifts and back again 
to bone-crunching crescendos, 
his songs redefine the term 
majestic. His Aussie mates J 
Cortez and Malcolm Clark on 
bass and drums respectively 
are easily equal to the task. 

C l a r k  v e r y  n e a r l y 
upstaged Martin at The Royal 
with a power seldom seen 
since legendary Led Zeppelin 
drummer John ‘Bonzo’ 
Bonham. He used both regular 
drumsticks and the padded 
sticks usually reserved for 
kettledrums, putting extra 
bottom end into his rolling 
thunder. On The Ground Cries 
Out he establishes himself 

Former Tea Party guitarist Jeff Martin dazzles in Nelson 
firmly in virtuoso territory, 
embro ider ing  Mar t in ’s 
soaring, careening songs with 
inventive, original percussion 
lines. 

And then we have Mr. 
J Cortez—a lanky-framed 
Aussie with a leonine mane 
whose bass lines are beautifully 
crisp yet never staccato. On 
the new album Cortez earns 
virtuoso credentials by adding 
keyboards, Cambodian tro, 
santoor, slide guitar, and 
dobro to the songs. As he 
demonstrated Tuesday at the 
Royal, he knows his way 
around a mandolin too. 

Opening act Gabriel Lee 
fit right into the 777 entourage, 
with an Aussie accent so thick 
my universal translator was 
crashing. But what a voice! 
Though higher in pitch than 
baritone Jeff Martin his pipes 
are resonant and richly soulful. 
He was followed by Toronto 
band Flowerchild, a four-
piece that knows how to dish 
out rock guitar fury and then 
throw in some mandolin-
tinged country blues to 
sweeten the pie. File under: 
‘watch this space.’ 

Martin and 777 came 
on strong, with hardly time 
to catch a breath between 
songs. From the first notes 
of The Ground Cries Out it 
was like being strapped to 
the back of a hurricane. The 
title track integrates Middle 

Eastern grandeur even more 
seamlessly than Zeppelin’s 
Kashmir. The Cobra, also 
from the new album, echoes 
t h e  s o a r i n g  d y n a m i c s 
of  c lass ic  Tea Par ty—
inscrutable, mysterious and 
darkly inviting. Martin used 
the violin bow on his guitar 
to stunning effect. Queen of 
Spades live was blistering hard 
rock compared with the more 
acoustically-driven shuffle of 
the album version. Santeria 
evoked Martin’s mysticism 
with his own unique spin on 
Cuban voodoo rhythms. 

Martin stopped long 
enough to tell the Nelson 
crowd how well received 
he’s been since returning to 
Canada. “I didn’t really know 
what to expect but it’s been 
great, we’ve been treated 
like royalty—so much love.” 
Martin has lived in Perth, 
Australia for a few years 
now with his wife and son. 
He broke up The Tea Party 
because he felt his bandmates 
were prepared to make 
compromises in the music to 
crack the American market. 

Martin moved quickly 
into a set with acoustic guitar, 
performing an inspired medley 
of The Tea Party’s Requiem and 
Shadows on the Mountainside 
with Trent Reznor’s Hurt and 
the Mississippi blues-shuffle 
Riverboat Rambler from the 
new record. In an interview 

before the concert Martin said 
his blues influences include 
Son House, Memphis Minnie 
and Blind Willie Johnson. “To 
make the music of the future 
we have to understand the past 
and respect it,” he said. 

Although difficult to 
fully recreate live, Martin’s 
Middle Eastern sensibilities 
shone through on an inspired 
rendition of Dead Can Dance’s 

Rakim, segueing into Tea 
Party stealth bomber Sister 
Awake. When he slipped 
into the slide guitar groove 
the spirit of Muddy Waters 
was in the house, smiling. A 
blues medley sizzled with the 
timeless In My Time of Dying 
and a few bars each of Whole 
Lotta Love and Black Snake 
Blues. 

An encore was a foregone 

conclusion as the crowd 
stomped and chanted Martin 
and 777 back onstage. A 
blistering set included the 
awesome Coming Home 
and Silence from Tea Party 
m a s t e r p i e c e  E d g e s  o f 
Twilight. The entire show was 
performed with consummate 
professionalism and passion 
that had the air crackling by 
the end. 

Jeff Martin, formerly of Canadian rock icon The Tea Party, performed with new trio 777 at The Royal in Nelson March 8. 
The band consists of (L to R) Malcolm Clark on percussion, J Cortez on bass and Jeff Martin on guitars. 
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submitted by Katimavik
Participants in the Kaslo 

Katimavik program recently 
returned to their Katimavik 
house after two weeks of 
billeting with local residents. 

Project  Leader  Jul ie 
McCoppen reports that group 
members enjoyed their stay 
with host families and extend 
their thanks for the hospitality. 
During the billeting period, 
participants continued to 
volunteer locally while taking 
advantage of an opportunity to 
integrate into the daily life of 
Kaslo residents. 

The current group will be 
leaving Kaslo soon to continue 
the Katimavik experience in 
Mont Joli, Quebec. Participants 
invite everyone to join them 
at the Kaslo and Area Youth 
Centre on March 25 at 6 pm 
for their farewell party. The 
event will be a potluck and 
the volunteers will be giving a 
presentation of their experience 
in the program thus far.

T h e  n e x t  g r o u p  o f 
Katimavik volunteers, coming 
from Mont Joli, will arrive in 
town just hours after the current 
group leaves. McCoppen invites 
all to join her in welcoming the 
new group to Kaslo. She and 
local work partners will be 
hosting the welcome party at 
the Kaslo Golf Course on April 
1 at 6 pm. The welcome party 

Kaslo Katimavik group offers appreciation and invitations
will also be a potluck.

McCoppen is currently 
looking for families to billet 

Katimavik participants for a 
two-week period from May 1 
to May 15. Here is a chance 

to get to know a young person 
who is volunteering in your 
community while introducing 

them to your way of living. 
Contact Julie McCoppen at 
1-866-941-6589 ext 2208. Each 

family that hosts a Katimavik 
participant receives a stipend 
to offset costs.

This group of Katimavik participants is leaving Kaslo soon.

This group of Katimavik participants is arriving in Kaslo, March 31.

Lucerne School’s Science Fair was held March 7 this year. Matthew Driedger, grade 4, made ‘gooblek’ with corn starch and water.

Patrick Sean Earl and Matthew Fry performed Irish songs and ballads for the St. Patrick’s Day celebration at the Cup 
and Saucer in Silverton. 
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