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SPRING CLEANING CLEARANCE SALE

STOREWIDE till March 21

by Jan McMurray
At the Castle Theatre in Castlegar 

on the evening of February 25, Sinixt 
spokesperson Marilyn James made an 
offering of tobacco “in the honour of 
losing” the recent court case launched 
by the Sinixt against the Ministry of 
Forests and Sunshine Logging over 
the duty to consult with the Sinixt on 
the Perry Ridge timber sale.

Earlier that day in BC Supreme 
Court in Vancouver, Justice Willcock 
gave his judgement. He dismissed 
the Sinixt’s petition seeking the right 
to consultation on the Perry Ridge 
timber sale based on the court’s 
findings that the petitioners do not 
have legal standing to represent the 
Sinixt.

“I am proud to be a loser, because 
that means we were standing for 
something that’s actually worth 
losing,” said James at the Castle 
Theatre event, held to update the 
community on the court decision and 
to raise funds for the Sinixt Slhu7kin’ 
Perry Ridge initiative.

James said the decision was 
disappointing, “but we can’t really 
expect anything different. We’ve 
never had a positive decision. The 
history of our people on this landscape 
is what it is.”

She said the judge held “a 
very rigid line” in trying to decide 
whether or not the named petitioners 
– Bob Campbell, Marilyn James, 
Lola Campbell, Taress Alexis and 
Robert Watt – could represent the 
Sinixt people and the Sinixt people’s 
interests. “They had a hard time 

Perry Ridge open to logging after Sinixt lose court case
deciding who should represent the 
Sinixt. This is not surprising, given 
the present situation with the treaties. 
The Okanagan and Ktunaxa are 
laying claim to our territory so these 
issues become very complex,” she 
said.

James reminded people that 
citizens came out and supported 
the Sinixt at the blockade on Perry 
Ridge in the fall, at the time the 
Sinixt launched the court case, and 
they all stood together for the land, 
the animals, as well as the right of 
the Sinixt to be consulted. She said 
the court decision “does not make 
any of that less positive. Who has 
stood beside us over the last years? 
Not the Okanagan, not the Ktunaxa. 
It’s time our community makes a 
statement and tells their politicians 
and ministries that their courts are not 
representing them properly and that 
we’re the proper people to represent 
the Sinixt.”

Justice Willcock’s decision 
made way for Sunshine Logging to 
commence operations on the Perry 
Ridge timber sale, which they did on 
February 28. On March 1, a blockade 
was re-established on the road, 
preventing Sunshine Logging from 
further work.

On March 2, legal counsel for 
the Sinixt, David Aaron, emailed a 
letter to both the Ministry of Forests’ 
legal counsel and Sunshine Logging’s 
legal counsel. The letter states that the 
Sinixt will appeal Justice Willcock’s 
decision and will seek an interim 
order prohibiting logging and/or road 

building pending the determination 
of the appeal. However, the letter 
explains that Aaron cannot file 
the appeal until Justice Willcock’s 
decision has been released in written 
form, so he asks that the Ministry and 
Sunshine Logging agree to no logging 
activity on Perry Ridge until the 
written decision has been released, 
and for 21 days thereafter. Aaron has 
not received a response.

On March 3 at 4:15 pm, Aaron 
received notice that Sunshine Logging 
had applied for an injunction to clear 
the people off the road and that the 

matter would be before the court 
on March 4. Again in BC Supreme 
Court in Vancouver, Justice Willcock 
issued an order prohibiting anyone 
from blocking the road or counselling 
anyone to block the road. The order 
states that the blockaders can apply to 
have the injunction set aside as long 
as they give Sunshine Logging two 
days’ notice.

Marilyn Burgoon of the Perry 
Ridge Water Users Association 
(PRWUA) repor ted  that  the 
association is now considering its 
next moves. “We’re looking at how 

we might move forward with a legal 
action,” she said. 

Burgoon also spoke at the Castle 
Theatre event, and her message was 
that the community will not give up. 
She recently read an article in the 
Vancouver Sun titled, ‘Legal system 
doesn’t work for ordinary people,’ 
quoting Canada’s top judge. The 
article says that legal fees are $340 
an hour on average. “Who can keep 
that up? We can because we’re a 
community,” she said.

Donations can be made at www.
sinixtnation.org.

Citizens have re-established a camp to protest logging activity on Perry Ridge. The Sinixt set up a camp on October 26 last year when the Perry 
Ridge timber sale was awarded to Sunshine Logging. At that time, Sunshine Logging’s application for an injunction ordering the people off the 

road was denied and Sunshine was prohibited from doing any operational work until the conclusion of the Sinixt court case. The judge delivered 
his decision on the Sinixt case on February 25, and the court granted Sunshine Logging an injunction on March 4. This picture was taken the 

morning of March 7, when protesters report that people from Sunshine Logging showed up but did not get out of their vehicles.
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by Art Joyce
Tourists this year can enjoy greater 

access to travel information in BC at the 
province’s Visitor Centres. The newly 
reorganized Ministry of Tourism, Trade 
and Investment has mandated that the 
centres be open from the May Day long 
weekend to Labour Day. 

“The hours of operation are standard 
across the province,” says ministry 
spokesperson Carolyn Heiman. “If 
you’re driving from Alberta and you 
see a Visitor Infocentre you expect that 
they’ll all be open certain set hours.”

But for smaller communities like 
New Denver, the increased hours will 
be a challenge from a budgetary point 
of view. Slocan District Chamber of 
Commerce office manager Jeff Bustard 
says until now the village’s Visitor Centre 
has only been required to be open for 

Visitor Centres face expanded hours, funding issues
July and August. With another month 
of opening hours added this year, he 
estimates the centre could find itself 
short $3,500.

“We could be in danger of losing 
our Visitor Centre,” says Bustard. “We 
could probably fund it for one year from 
reserve funds, but next year we’d be up 
against the wall unless they increase the 
funding.”  

However, according to Heiman, 
the ministry’s funding has never been 
intended for operating expenses. Funding 
is calculated on a formula based on the 
annual number of visitors. Heiman says 
the money is supposed to be used for 
distribution of information about tourism 
products; adherence to Visitor Centre 
standards such as branding, uniforms, 
operating hours, training, flag usage; and 
collecting visitor statistics. She doesn’t 

make clear how this is supposed to be 
accomplished without paying staff to 
do these jobs.

“The original decision is with the 
community to decide whether a Visitor 
Centre is a valuable commodity to have,” 
says Heiman. “While it’s a component, 
rigid adherence to the funding formula 
would have resulted in a reduction 
in funding below the $5,000 for low 
volume centres such as New Denver. To 
ensure that didn’t happen, the province 
maintained the $5,000 level.”

Each community is therefore 
responsible for generating the revenue 
it needs to operate the centres. Typically 
they are operated by the Chamber of 
Commerce, although Kaslo’s Visitor 
Centre is run by the Kootenay Lake 
Historical Society. Funds acquired 
through Chamber membership dues 
are used to keep the centres staffed, or 
through other programs such as Canada 
Summer Student employment grants and 
municipal grants-in-aid. 

Heiman says the Province has 
increased fee-for-service funding to 
nearly $1.7 million, up from $1 million 
in 2001. Funding to Visitor Centres in 
Kaslo, Nakusp and New Denver has 
all increased since 2001. The amounts 
range from almost double to more than 
double. New Denver, Kaslo, and Nakusp 
received fee increases in 2009 and 2010 
primarily due to the BC government 
hosting the 2010 Winter Games.

“The temporary increased fee-
for-service funding did not guarantee 
continued funding at that level after 
Olympics,” explains Heiman, “and was 
never intended to be a permanent lift.”

For Kaslo, the increased operating 
hours won’t be an issue: they already open 
from Mother’s Day to Thanksgiving. 
Nakusp Chamber of Commerce 
president Kim Reich says although 
they’ve tried to keep the Visitor Centre 
open year-round, it has recently had to 
be closed during the off-season. The 
Chamber is in the process of negotiating 

a new fee-for-service contract with the 
Village. Nakusp receives enough visitors 
to qualify for $10,000 annual funding 
from the ministry. However with the 
recession Reich has noted a decline in 
the number of visitors, although so far not 
enough yet to cause a drop in its regular 
funding amount. Reich expects to have 
to apply for Canada Summer Student 
funds this year. 

“We don’t want to increase Chamber 
fees, so we’re trying to look at other 
avenues of increasing revenue,” says 
Reich. “We’re scrambling for funding.”

Bustard says very few communities 
of New Denver’s size actually have 
a Visitor Centre. The Village has 
generously earmarked 80 percent of 
its business license fees for the local 
Chamber. Bustard hopes the Chamber 
can generate more revenue through 
increased membership, although raising 
dues has been rejected as an option even 
though its rates are among the lowest 
in BC.

submitted by Alex Atamanenko’s office
New Democrat Agriculture Critic 

Alex Atamanenko, MP for BC Southern 
Interior, believes stopping Monsanto 
from registering its GMO alfalfa – 
already approved by Canada’s Health 
and Environment agencies – is a top 
priority.  

“The government needs to put a 
moratorium in place immediately while 
there is still a chance to protect what is 
a vitally important crop to farmers from 
genetic contamination.”

Atamanenko says alfalfa is not only 
important to conventional farming but it 
is a particularly valuable crop to organic 
farmers who use it to fix nitrogen and as 
a soil-building component in their crop 
rotations. “Farmers have been clear – 

Atamanenko presses government for GMO alfalfa moratorium
they don’t want or need Monsanto’s 
genetic manipulation of one of nature’s 
most perfect crops.”

According to Atamanenko, Prime 
Minister Harper has refused to act on his 
earlier motion calling for a moratorium 
in Canada as well as his call to urge 
President Obama to reverse a recent 
US decision to allow the unrestricted 
cultivation of Monsanto’s Roundup 
Ready alfalfa in the US.  

“It is only a matter of time before 
unwanted genes from the US will 
begin to turn up in Canadian fields and 
Harper’s refusal to intervene with the 
US decision is a complete abdication 
of his responsibility to protect Canadian 
farmers,” noted Atamanenko.

Atamanenko recently lost the battle 

to protect Canadian farmers from the 
loss of their markets as a result of 
GMO contamination when his private 
members bill C-474 was defeated in the 
House of Commons. The Liberals and 
Conservatives subsequently initiated a 
Committee study on the biotech industry 
which is currently ongoing. 

“I am encouraged to see at least some 
signs that the Committee is responding 
to the many impassioned pleas we have 
heard from a number of witnesses to stop 
the introduction of Monsanto’s Roundup 
Ready alfalfa,” concluded Atamenenko. 
“I will certainly be supporting the 
committee motion just introduced by 
Liberal Wayne Easter recommending a 
moratorium on GMO alfalfa until further 
research is completed.”

by Jan McMurray
‘Kootenay Lake Regional Food 

Systems,’ a report prepared by UBC 
student Paris Marshall Smith during her 
internship at MLA Michelle Mungall’s 
constituency office, has been released and 
is available at www.michellemungall.ca.

Over the summer months, Marshall 
Smith met with agricultural producers 
and distributors throughout the Kootenay 
Lake region to identify the infrastructure 
needed to get locally grown food to local 
tables.

The executive summary states that 
participants emphasized the following 
critical areas for intervention: an 
education campaign for consumers on 
eating local food; training opportunities 

Kootenay Lake food systems report released
for local producers; community owned 
and operated storage, processing and 
distribution facilities; affordable and 
accessible land; diverse and affordable 
transportation methods.

“Despi te  an abundance of 
smallholder producers around the lake, 
there are few full-time, fully viable 
(secure land and income producing) 
farmers,” says the report.

Although there is support growing in 
the Kootenays for a localized food system, 
participants felt that “the movement 
is hindered by an unwillingness of 
consumers to pay the price of local food, 
an ignorance of what food products are 
locally available and a disconnect with 
the seasonal nature of food production.”

The report also points to the need 
for the Agricultural Land Reserve to 
be “augmented and strengthened” by 
the Province. “Land and its increasing 
inaccessibility is a central concern to all 
producers and activists in the region,” 
it says.

The report is filled with ideas on 
how the challenges can be overcome, 
especially with provincial government 
initiatives.

Mungall hosted an event at the 
Creston Valley Chamber of Commerce to 
mark the release of the report. It was also 
at the Creston Chamber where Mungall 
was inspired to have the report done after 
hearing from 50 local farmers on the 
need to build our regional food system.

submitted by Community Dollars
In less than two months, Community 

Dollars will hit the streets of the Columbia 
Basin. To explain how the local currency 
works and the many benefits to the 
region, workshops are being offered 
at www.communitydollars.ca. Online 
sessions will take place from 6-7 pm PST 
(7-8 pm MST) on Thursday, March 10; 
Tuesday, March 22; Tuesday, March 29; 
Thursday, April 7; and Tuesday, April 12. 

Community Dollars (C$), will be 
available to residents of the Columbia 
Basin in denominations of C$1, 2, 5, 10, 
20, 50 and 100 on Earth Day, April 22. To 
ensure communities are ready to use C$, 

Columbia Basin Community Dollars workshops offered
local coordinators in Kimberley, Nelson 
and Fernie have been busily responding 
to the growing demand for information. 
Online and community-based sessions 
have been scheduled throughout March 
and April, and anyone interested in 
participating, including those who 
are wondering how to get their own 
community involved, are encouraged 
to attend.

Robert Strutin, the designer of 
the currency and Nelson Creative 
Director for IMU Studios, couldn’t be 
more excited. “Thanks to the amazing 
photographs submitted in our contest, 
we ended up with natural, beautiful notes 

that are filled with our region’s iconic 
visual energy,” says Strutin. 

Local coordinators have been 
speaking with businesses, community 
groups and individuals about Community 
Dollars for the past several months, and 
have been emboldened by the support 
they’ve received.

“The response we’re getting from 
business owners in Kimberley has 
been incredible,” says Chris Vassallo, 
a member of Kimberley’s coordinating 
group, “and we’d really like to thank all 
of the businesses and community groups 
that are enthusiastically supporting this 
project.”
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 by Jan McMurray
WE Graham and Winlaw Schools 

have been saved from closures and 
re-configurations once again.

At its February 22 meeting, 
with the gallery full of people from 
Slocan and Winlaw, the board of 
education of School District 8 passed 
a motion directing the superintendent 
to continue working on a solution 
for the Slocan Valley. The work 
will include examining catchment 
boundaries, bringing class sizes 
more in line with the district, and 
developing student access to learning 
in a variety of methods.

This motion, crafted by Trustees 
Trenaman and Mayers-McKenzie, 
was much more acceptable to most 
people at the meeting than the one 
recommended by Superintendent 
Jeff Jones, which was to reconfigure 
the two schools so Winlaw would be 
K-3 and WE Graham 4-10.

T h e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t ’ s 
recommendation came as quite 
a  surpr ise  to  many people . 
Superintendent Jones sat on the 
Slocan Valley Advisory Committee, 
formed last spring to come up with 
a solution for Slocan Valley schools 
that did not involve closures or 
reconfigurations. The board agreed 
to form the advisory committee 
about a year ago, after the board’s 
proposal to either close one of the 
schools or re-configure them met 
with adamant opposition from the 
communities.

The committee met five times 
over the year, and submitted its 
report to the board on time for its 
January 11 meeting. The report 
recommended that the board support 
“the development of a family of 
schools working together on behalf of 
all learners in the Slocan Valley” and 
the development of a combination 
of online and face-to-face learning 
in Slocan Valley schools. The 
committee also recommended that 
the board take a good look at the 
catchment boundaries for the schools. 

At the January 11 meeting, some 
trustees felt that the Slocan Valley 
Advisory Committee report did not 
address the financial and utilization 
issues at the two schools, and the 
board deferred any decisions on 
the report until it had received 
a  recommendation from the 
superintendent.

At the February 22 meeting, 
Jones spoke to his recommendation 
to re-configure the two schools. He 
said that after the board deferred its 
decision on the report because the 
report failed to address financial and 
utilization issues, the committee had 
one last meeting on February 9 where 
they discussed these. “The committee 
felt blindsided,” said Jones. He 
apologized to the committee, 
the board and the Slocan Valley 
community for the misunderstanding 
around the task of the committee. 
“My understanding was that the work 
of the committee was to develop an 
educational vision for the Slocan 
Valley, so that’s how I approached 
the work.”

Al though  the  commit tee 
indicated that they felt they were back 
where they started a year ago, looking 

at the same options of either closure 
or re-configuration, Jones feels that a 
focus on the recommendations made 
in the committee report makes a 
difference to those options. However, 
he admitted that his recommendation 
to re-configure the schools “may be 
flawed because there is no perfect 
solution to this.” Jones also made 
it clear that he was firmly against 
school closure, as this would be 
“detrimental to the communities” 
and the absence of the ‘small schools’ 
supplemental grant received for both 
WE Graham ($285,967) and Winlaw 
($157,500) would be a significant 
financial loss to the school district.

Community members were given 
a chance to speak prior to the board’s 
discussion and ultimate decision to 
have the superintendent continue 
working on a solution for the 
Slocan Valley. All those who spoke 
were against the superintendent’s 
recommendation to re-configure the 
two schools.

Jo Buckland, Winlaw PAC 
chair, wanted more details on how 
this re-configuration would play 
out on the ground. Joyce Johnson 
of Slocan pointed out that only 
$26,000 out of the $286,000 ‘small 
school supplement’ received for 
WE Graham actually went to WE 
Graham. She feels the board should 
invest more of that money into WE 
Graham to increase utilization rates 
and make it a stronger school. 

Mayor of Slocan Madeleine 
Perriere had a document from 1987 
titled, ‘Must WE Graham die?’ and 
said the continual threat of the school 
closing had a big impact on the 
community. “It is hard for the Village 
to attract young families when the 
school is always on the chopping 
block,” she said. 

Joanne Ellis of WE Graham 
Community Service Society said 
the board should take the financial 
issue out of the conversation, because 
“we are adding to the pot, not taking 
away from it.” She also said that the 

community service society could 
do a very good job of bringing up 
utilization rates, and urged the board 
to direct senior management to work 
with them. “We weren’t even invited 
to sit on the Slocan Valley Advisory 
Committee,” she said. Ellis “almost 
guaranteed” that many would choose 
to homeschool their children rather 
than send them on the bus. 

Penny Tees, former school trustee 
for the Slocan Valley, urged the board 
to not support the reconfiguration and 
to commit to staff support to carry 
through with the ideas generated 
around the advisory committee table. 
“Without the board committing 
to that support, we can’t move 
forward,” she said. 

A father of five from Winlaw said 
there was a baby boom happening 
in the Slocan Valley, and warned the 
board that they will be needing both 
schools. 

Patricia McGreal of Slocan said 
WE Graham receives less money 
per student than all other schools in 
the district despite bringing in more. 
“What is the point that the board is 
trying to make to the parents and 
families of the valley?” she asked. 

Jessica Lunn of Slocan said 
that we have to make the paradigm 
shift to 21st century learning, and 
with support, WE Graham could 
be a model school, as 21st century 
learning is already happening there. 
Joanne Ellis concluded the public 
comment period by thanking the 
board for “the most civil discussion 
between Slocan and Winlaw ever” 
and asking them not to cause the 
communities anymore turmoil. “Help 
us,” she said.

Schools in Slocan and Winlaw saved from closure again
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Looking for 
a balance 
between trade 
and sovereignty

I would like to thank Fred Fontaine 
for taking the time to write a letter 
expressing his concerns.

Although I have been very critical 
of CETA for its potential devastating 
effect to our communities, I would like 
to point out that I am not against trade. 
It is important to not forget that Canada 
always has been and will continue to be a 
trading nation, with or without free trade 
agreements such as NAFTA and CETA.

What we as Canadians have to do, 
is ensure that we do not become a “trade 
at any price” country. For example, over 
600,000 manufacturing jobs have been 
lost in Canada since we signed onto the 
free trade agreement with the US, and 
this includes job losses as a result of the 
Softwood Lumber Agreement.

In my opinion, it is the responsibility 
of any government to ensure that there is 
a balance between trade and protection 
of our sovereignty. CETA, according to 
the research I have read, has the potential 
to irreversibly change the way we do 
business in our country.

Alex Atamanenko, MP 
BC Southern Interior

The Pits
Just an update as to what’s happened 

in Slocan Park in the last few weeks. 
After the mining application for Hart 
Road was made public, a petition for 
a public meeting to be held in Slocan 
Park has been sent to our friends at 
FrontCounterBC with 88 signatures. 
This petition is also in the hands of our 
RDCK Director Mr Walter Popoff. The 
SP CARE society sponsored a public 
information meeting at the Slocan Park 
Hall and it was attended by around 
seventy people who genuinely have some 
concerns about what’s been proposed. 
Some of our friends from Winlaw who 
are going through a similar application 

were in attendance. Walter was there 
and also expressed his concern. He 
understands what we are up against but 
he needs support from the community. 
He fully supports a public meeting and 
helping with offering solutions going 
forward. We need a public meeting 
to have the applicants discuss options 
and solutions with the community that 
will be affected by this development. If 
you are at all concerned and support a 
community solution, write a short letter 
to our friends at AuthorizingAgency.
Cranbrook@gov.bc.ca and reference 
MNRO1630533. Remember, we have 
until March 23 to comment. 

Peter Kabel
Slocan Park

Open letter to 
Bruce Kirkby 
RE: Your article 
in The Globe 
and Mail, Feb. 
19, 2011 

You get it and we thank you for 
your well-researched, well-balanced 
and well-written article. You accurately 
condensed the long convoluted history 
and process of the Jumbo Glacier Resort 
and Real Estate Development proposal 
by using the major players, from 
personalities to government agencies, 
as the threads that clearly brings us to 
current status.

And for those unfortunates who 
missed this excellent piece let me quote 
your powerful concluding paragraphs:

“While the proponent’s vision of 
transplanting a European-style resort 
to the heart of the Canadian Wilderness 
has a certain appeal, it offers an even 
greater opportunity: to learn from and 
avoid the mistakes of the Continent. The 
Alps, with a history of heavy mountain 
development, have already squeezed the 
essential wilderness from their peaks 
and valleys.”

“For Europeans, “the West” – that 
mystical frontier beaconing on the edge 

of the human psyche – now lies here, in 
Canada, in British Columbia, in the vast 
unpopulated landscapes where bears 
(and the full palette of nature sheltered 
beneath their umbrella) still roam. And 
Europeans turn toward us, in droves, not 
to ski, but to reconnect with the wild.”

“The size of the resort itself –
whether mega, boutique or a vastly 
reduced 1,000 beds - doesn’t matter. It 
is the incursion itself, the 55-kilometre 
road into the centre of the Purcells, and 
the estimated half a million visitors a 
year, which threaten the wild balance.”

And we join you in hoping “British 
Columbia’s new Premier will be able to 
see through the confusion and protect the 
province’s wild inheritance.”

Rowena Eloise, Argenta
for the West Kootenay Coalition 

for Jumbo Wild

Don’t put God 
in a box

Keith Newberry, in his own response 
to Gunter Retterath’s assault on religious 
beliefs, has raised a lot of interesting 
questions, one or two of which I am 
drawn to answer, after thanking him 
for his acknowledgement of the many 
people who have been of help to their 
fellow humans, because I would have 
to admit it is only by practicing my own 
religion that I have been able, I hope, 
to be as useful as I would like to be. 
Nothing cripples genuine helpfulness 
more, I can easily recall, than the doubts 
and uncertainties caused by the lack of a 
working belief system.

Was that theory of the universe 
running like a clock – made and 
wound up by God, then left to run by 
itself? – actually the hypothesis of 
genuine scientists, or merely of the 
pseudo-scientist, amateur philosopher-
aristocracy of the Eighteenth 
Century, who were given the leisure 
for such mindless speculations and 
pronouncements from the profits of the 
slave trade?

Nor does orthodox religion throw 
mud in the eyes of mystics. In my last 
letter I advised Mr. Retterath to avail 
himself of a copy or two of L’Osservatore 
Romano, and thus clarify his view of the 
Pope in relation to the scandal of clerical 
abuse. In this letter I suggest that Mr. 
Newberry, if he wishes to advise us 
about mystics, should have a good look 
at the writings of John of the Cross. This 
may help him to realize that theoretical 
physics is not actually metaphysics, for 
which the Age of Enlightenment had a 
suicidal contempt.

But I would like to close on a 

heartily approving note for his sentence, 
“The simple fact that anything exists at 
all implies an infinity which none of us 
can wrap our heads around.” If there 
is any one thing that really picks the 
Almighty, other than willful grave sin, 
it is practicing Christians, both clerical 
and lay, who think they’ve packaged 
him up in a box.

Ken Lamb
Nelson

Ban cosmetic 
pesticides

This month marks one year since 
the BC government called upon the 
public to provide input into restricting 
chemical cosmetic pesticides. Over 
8,000 emails, online comments, and 
petition signatures were submitted as 
a result of the consultation and the vast 
majority of responses were in favour of 
banning the use and sale of cosmetic 
pesticides.

To mark this anniversary, the 
Canadian Cancer Society BC & Yukon 
created a special web-link at www.
cancergameplan.ca. We encourage 
members of the public to learn more, 
to join the Pesticide Free BC Facebook 
group and to contact the BC Liberal and 
NDP leadership candidates to let them 
know you support strong legislation 
banning the use and sale of cosmetic 
chemical pesticides. 

Cosmetic or non-essential pesticides 
are used to improve the appearance of 
lawns, gardens, and various recreational 
facilities such as parks (they are non-
agricultural and non-essential). Research 
has linked pesticide exposure with an 
increased risk of both childhood and 
adult cancers. These include childhood 
and adult leukemia, non-Hodgkin 
lymphoma, prostate, brain and lung 
cancers. Studies show that children may 
be at a higher risk due to their rapidly 
developing bodies.

According to a recent poll 
commissioned by the Canadian 
Cancer Society, the majority of British 
Columbians support a phase-out of 
cosmetic pesticides on private and 
public properties (over 70%). The poll 
also revealed that support for a phase-
out between Liberal and NDP voters is 
about equal, that there is no difference in 
support between rural or urban residents, 
and that most BC residents are willing to 
try alternatives.

Here in the Kootenay region, 
five municipalities, including Nelson, 
Invermere, Kimberley, Fernie and 
most recently Golden, have banned the 
cosmetic use of pesticides. It is time for 

all of us to build onto this momentum and 
take action. The BC Government needs 
to hear from all British Columbians 
that now is the time to put our health 
and the environment first and eliminate 
this unnecessary risk once and for all 
by passing strong, comprehensive 
legislation as soon as possible.

Patti Moore
Health Promotion Coordinator

Canadian Cancer Society

Open letter to 
Hon. Mr. Kent, 
Minister of the 
Environment

I’m writing to express my outrage 
at the approval given for the transport of 
radioactive steam generators from Bruce 
Power near Saugeen Shores through the 
Great Lakes and St. Lawrence River to 
Sweden for recycling. 

This shipment of radioactive waste 
will be the first of many. It will have 
at least six times and perhaps more 
than 50 times the maximum amount of 
radioactivity allowed by International 
Atomic Energy Agency regulations. And 
so, in a breathtaking betrayal of public 
trust the CNSC exempted Bruce Power 
from those regulations. How is it that in 
a 2006 environmental assessment Bruce 
Power and the CNSC deemed the used 
generators to be “radioactive waste” and 
so not recyclable for safety reasons, and 
yet now you are permitting them to be 
shipped halfway around the world for 
recycling? 

As if this weren’t enough, the 
Canadian government knows that the 
radioactive waste will be dispersed into 
the world’s scrap metal supply by the 
Swedish recycling company. Now our 
government is complicit in spreading 
nuclear contamination around the world 
to those who unwittingly buy unlabelled 
scrap from this firm. Irradiated metal 
could find its way here to the Kootenays 
and we wouldn’t know until we started 
to sicken and die.

It is pointless to respond with a line 
about this waste being safely transported. 
Anyone who has studied chemistry and 
physics knows that you cannot guarantee 
this. As does anyone who’s witnessed 
the predictable disregard by industry of 
safety standards where costs can be cut. 
The Deepwater Horizon oil spill comes 
to mind, along with many other follies. 
We already know that cost-cutting is 
behind your reversal of policy. 

Few observers of today’s world 
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continued from page 4
can doubt for a moment that industry 
runs government, and your actions are 
simply advertising for those who remain 
sheltered from this obvious truth. One 
would hope, however, that decision-
makers such as yourselves would have 
some conscience about jeopardizing 
the health and safety of over 40 million 
people who drink Great Lakes water, 
the children who swim there, and this 
irreplaceable ecosystem.

Those of us who have worked long 
and hard for environmental protection 
understand that most governments and 
industries have not the slightest care for 
ecosystems and human safety. We could 
argue until we drop that the Great Lakes 
are one of the world’s largest bodies of 
fresh water, that nuclear radiation persists 
for millennia and that there is no safe 
way to store it. So let’s try this instead: 
imagine your sister, or your child, 
drinking water that’s been irradiated 
by the waste you’ve allowed to move 
past her home. Imagine her emaciated 
body on a hospital bed, dying from 
the leukemia you’ve given her. Now 
consider whether you have the will to 
reverse this insane decision.

You’ve broken your own laws. 
You’re going to expose millions to the 
threat of cancer. Including my family.

You’re leaving quite a legacy. 
Anne Champagne, MES 

(Master of Environmental Studies)
New Denver

Moratorium on 
Smart Meters

Choice is at the heart of free will, and 
health is at the heart of life, but neither 
may count for much with the coming of 
“smart meters.”

According to Nelson Hydro, smart 
meters transmit pulsed frequencies 
out 1,000 meters from each home.  In 
some systems that happens every 15 
minutes, with each house irradiating 
dozens of others, and subjecting entire 
neighbourhoods to overlapping fields 
of electromagnetic (EMF) radiation. 
This represents an entirely new source 
of chronic, involuntary radiofrequency 
saturation above and beyond that of cell 
phones, Wi-Fi, and cell towers.

Saving energy is important. I’m all 
for it. But that does not mean I’m willing 
to put toxins in my home. Energy saving 
asbestos insulation was a bad idea. So 
are EMFs.

Despite much controversy over the 
last few years – recent research has found 
that exposure to low-level EMFs causes 
DNA and cellular damage, and new 
findings published two weeks ago by the 
American Medical Association, reveal 
that EMF exposure “…can affect the 
normal functioning of the human brain.” 
Like asbestos, EMFs are now a known 
hazard. Unlike asbestos, we know of 
the danger of EMFs in advance – before 
these devices are installed on our homes.

We learned the asbestos lesson, 
as well as the lessons of lead in paint 
and gasoline, DDT in our gardens, 
Bisphenol A in our baby bottles, to 
name but a few. This time we have the 
knowledge and foresight to stop a toxin 
before it becomes any more prevalent 

in our environment. And yes, the earth’s 
electro-magnetic spectrum is a part of 
our environment, and one that we would 
do well to acknowledge, just as we do air, 
water, and soil.

There are alternatives to the EMF 
aspects of smart meters. The fibre-optic 
cables already in place throughout much 
of BC are another way to do this job. 
Fibre-optics are much faster, reliable and 
capable of carrying far more information. 
We should use them and recoup the costs 
we’ve already invested.

In the US, there are at least 18 cities 
and three counties that have found it 
necessary to stop the installation of 
wireless smart meters. Obviously there 
is good reason for concern.

T h e s e  a r e  o u r  h o m e s , 
neighbourhoods, and our public utilities. 
We have every right to decide this matter 
for ourselves. Even though BC Hydro, 
FortisBC, Nelson Hydro and other 
utilities are not willing to present it as 
such, every household and community 
has a choice to make:

A) Yes, we are willing to expose 
friends and family to increased EMF 
radiation from Smart Meters, and to 
accept the consequences of any future 
side-effects from them;

B) No, we are NOT willing to 
expose friends and family to increased 
EMF radiation from Smart Meters, but 
we will stand up for our rights and health 
as conscientious and responsible citizens 
of a democratic society.

To do nothing – is to choose A. Hey, 
we have it easy compared to Egypt, 
Libya, and such places. All we have to 
do to retain our democracy, is to use it. 
Call your MLA, and the BC Utilities 
Commission, and demand a moratorium 
on wireless Smart Meters – before it’s 
too late.

Bob Yetter 
Johnsons Landing

Taking umbrage
I must take umbrage with Fred 

Fontaine’s Feb. 23 response (Party 
Rhetoric) to my earlier letter about 
Conservative Candidate S. Hill’s 
election-style flyer.

First, I apologize if my earlier 
comments led anyone to believe I 
am an NDP “champion.” I am not 
nor have I ever been a member or 
champion of the NDP.

I believe I have made it clear 
on these pages, and many others, 
that I will vote for the first party or 
candidate, federally and provincially, 
that gets serious about electoral 
reform. So far, the only party that 
has shown an interest is the Greens. 
However, for so long as they maintain 
social and economic policies that are 
to the right of Ayn Rand, they won’t 
get my vote!

Secondly, my earlier letter was 
in defense of Kootenay MP Alex 
Atamanenko who was unfairly 
characterized in Conservative 
Stephen Hill’s flyer as being somehow 
lazy or uncaring. Curiously, I once 
defended former Alliance MP Jim 
Gouk when his office faced a similar 
charge.

Mr. Fontaine, was I an Alliance 

“champion” when I did that?
Stephen Hill’s flyer, in true 

Harper Conservative style, was full of 
falsehoods and misinformation about 
Mr. Atamanenko. It contained several 
patently fabricated accusations. 
What’s more, sadly, it was exactly the 
sort of misleading advertising we’ve 
come to expect from the current 
regime in Ottawa.

Mr. Fontaine goes on about how 
no one who is against trade deals can 
be in favour of protecting pensions. 
What nonsense! Since NAFTA was 
introduced and these so-called free 
trade deals began, more jobs have 
been exported from this country 
than ever before. Working people 
have not only lost job security, but 
are now forced to work longer and 
harder than they did a generation ago, 
while pensions and other benefits are 
stripped from them in the holy name 
of free trade.

To protect jobs, benefits and 
families of course we should be 
fighting against any trade deal that 
does not specifically protect Canadian 
jobs and benefits.

And more to the point, these 
trade deals help corporations, just 
as Mr. Fontaine claims. However, 
they help the same corporations who 
have been sending out jobs elsewhere 
and fighting to reduce our benefits. 
Besides, it’s not corporations that 
create the work in this country. It is 
small sole proprietorship and limited 
partner companies who create the 
lion’s share of jobs, and few of them 
benefit from these deals. In fact, most 
of them are run out of business when 
the likes of Starbucks, Wal-Mart, 
MacDonald’s and other big corps 
move in!

Big corporations have only one 
thing in mind. The bottom line. And if 
it means eliminating jobs, that’s what 
they will do.

As for Mr. Fontaine’s personalized 
attack. It is oh so typical of the right in 
this country to attempt to marginalize 
the Opposition by pigeon-holing 
them as NDPers, or socialists, or 
even commies. I’m a Canadian and 
a long-time Kootenaian who cares 
about the country he lives in, and the 
region where he resides, and so is 
Alex Atamanenko.

Mr. Hill’s flyer was a sad and 
pathetic display of the negative attack 
ad rhetoric we see too often from the 
right in this country. Mr. Fontaine’s 
follow-up, while not as negative, 
was entirely misleading, both in his 
characterization of me, but of the 
role of free trade agreements and big 
corporations in our economic and 
social well being as well.

Mr. Hill may be a hard-working 
fellow, but he’s participating in 
just the sort of nasty politics most 
Canadians are good and sick of. And 
Mr. Fontaine seems to be defending 
such actions, to his own shame.

All he’s done with his letter is 
push me one step closer to voting for 
Mr. Atamanenko and his party.

Will Webster
Kaslo

New CT 
scanner in 
Nelson will 
only operate 9 
to 5 - despite 
community 
concerns 

Available for less than ¼ of a week 
for emergencies looks like a case of 
“willful blindness.”

When Zeno Cescon, IHA’s 
regional director for diagnostic 
imaging services, announced the CT 
scanner would only run on a 9 to 5 
basis for the first year in the renovated 
emergency room at KLH, many 
people were concerned. In effect, the 
scanner would only be available for 
emergency service for 40 out of 168 
hours a week – or less than ¼ of the 
week.

Since 2002, ER doctors have said 
without the support of a local surgical 
team or ICU to assist them, the ER was 
not a safe environment. Doctors called 
for emergency services to be available 
at KLH, 24/7. Former head of KLH 
ER, Dr. Richard Fleet (now Chair of 
Emergency Medicine at University of 
Laval) believed not having access to 
a CT 24/7 must also be interpreted in 
the context of an “ER that lies without 
the support of a local surgical team 
or ICU.”

After eight general practitioners 
withdrew their ER privileges because 
they agreed it was unsafe to practice, 
the IHA had wisely replaced them 
with qualified ER specialists, from 
various parts of Canada. The sense 
was they were more qualified to cope 
with unstable situations. Unfortunately 
since then, six ER specialists – three of 
whom, heads of department – realized 
the situation at the ER was untenable 
and not best practice for emergency 
care. They’ve all left to find posts in 
other parts of Canada.

Critically, in 2009, both Nelson 
City and Kaslo Councils and all 
candidates in the last provincial 
election campaign, unanimously 
endorsed the Nelson Health Task 
Force (HTF) goals for emergency 
services for KLH - including a CT 
scanner, a residential general surgeon 
and some form of intensive care. 
Finally, Ms. Mungall MLA presented 
a petition to the BC legislature, signed 
by over 2,500 citizens endorsing the 
HTF goals for emergency services 
at KLH.

The Foundation’s CT fundraising 
brochure stated: “in emergency cases 
this scanner could mean the difference 
between life and death.” But having 
a CT scanner available for a 40-hour 
week neither addresses emergency 
situations for critically ill patients for 
five nights or every weekend. To be 
available for less than ¼ of a week 
for emergencies, looks more like 
a case of “willful blindness” to the 
health and safety needs of Kootenay 
citizens in emergency situations. With 

a population of over 32,000, this is an 
unacceptable position.

The IHA said they would introduce 
24/7 for the scanner the following 
year. In the climate of documented 
decreases in local health services in 
rural regions, we must be wary of 
falling into the trap of believing IHA 
promises of increasing services in 
future times, while they have been 
implementing fewer services for 
patient care.

Statistics from health authorities 
are not likely to be forthcoming about 
the cost of retaining a CT technician for 
on-call CT scanner duty. It is likely these 
costs would outweigh expenditures for 
critical care ambulance teams tied up in 
Trail or Kelowna for several hours on 
emergency calls after hours.

Authorities fail to acknowledge 
that critical timing for emergency 
care is beyond any considerations of 
defending positions with arguments 
citing limitations of money, lack of 
staff/training, policy and so on. The 
bottom line is how much do we care 
about those who need emergency 
diagnostics in a timely manner?

Had this CT scanner been in the 
vicinity of Victoria or Vancouver, we 
would not be having this discussion. 
In the so-called “Heartland,” we suffer 
from a pervasive “out of sight, out of 
mind” principle.

We fail to recognize what is 
missing: viewing a rural heartbeat with a 
critical kernel of empathy – an empathy 
recognizing difficult dilemmas rural 
ER doctors experience on a day-to-
day basis and the helplessness of a 
distressed citizen lying on their gurney 
in our emergency room. This is why, 
right from the start, we need a CT 
scanner available for emergencies 24/7, 
and not to be available for less than ¼ 
of the week.

Glyn Humphries
Nelson

School District No. 10 
      (Arrow Lakes)

CASUAL CALL-OUT 
EMPLOYEES

School District No. 10 (Arrow 
Lakes) is accepting applications 
for casual employees at Lucerne 
Elementary-Secondary School 
in the following job classification:

-  Noon Hour Supervisors

Please forward a resume outlining 
qualifications by Monday, March 
28, 2011.

For further information please con-
tact Ms. Natasha Miles, Principal, 
Lucerne Elementary-Secondary 
School, phone: 250-358-7222.

Please Note: that prior to being 
hired, applicants must submit to a 
criminal record search.

Lucerne Elementary-
Secondary School

P.O. Box 130
New Denver, BC

V0G 1S0
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Feeling Gloomy?  Getting the winter blahs?  
Now is the time to 

SPRING into fitness!

Get your fitness centre pass at Mountain Valley 
Station (250) 355-2245 or at the Village Office 
(250) 355-2277 in Slocan for $20.00 a month.

The Slocan Valley Food Cupboard
Wishes to THANK the following organizations, people & 
businesses for their generosity and support:

Individual Donors:

Tom Armstrong, Linda Baltgailis, Dora Bilton, Leonard & Sharon Block, 
Shirley Bodie, Mabel Bone, Chris Chatten, Ed & Katrine Conroy, Deb 
Corbett, William Dickerson, John & Julie Ellis, Peggy Fredrickson, 
Michael Gabriel, Lois Lawrence, Sally McKenzie, Glenda & Michael 
Mills, Lynda Moore, Michelle Morelli, Connie Myers, Michael Naylor, 
Nancy Naylor, Joan Out, Linda Out, Bill Patterson, Julian & Ruth 
Ross, Roger & Theresa Thickett, Gail Valliere, Leslie Yerex & all the 
anonymous donations from our Donation Jars throughout the valley.

Organizations and Business Donors:

Castlegar Harvest Food Bank, Columbia Basin Alliance for Literacy, 
Canadian Wholesale – Nelson, Crescent School of Art & Music, Elderbee 
Greens, Endless Harvest, Evergreen Natural Foods, Food Banks BC, Full 
of Beans, Gaia Tree Whole Foods, Heritage Credit Union & Members, 
Kootenay Co-op Nelson, Kootenay Savings Credit Union Junction Staff, 
Kootenay Slocan Lions Club, Legendary Meats & their Christmas Tree 
Customers, Maple Leaf Store, Mazon Foundation, Mountain Sky Soaps, 
Mountain Valley Station, Polestar Calendars Ltd, Pony Espresso, RDCK 
Area H Discretionary Grant, Retired Teachers Association Nelson, Royal 
Canadian Legion – Slocan Branch #276, SHARE – Nelson, Slocan Valley 
Co-op, Slocan Valley Women’s Institute, Slocan Village Market, The 
Dam Inn, Valley View Golf Course, Walmart – Nelson, West Kootenay 
Toy Run Association, Weir Dough – Slocan, Winlaw Elementary Parents, 
Winlaw Mini-Mart and the Farmers that brought in their extra produce.

Also the wonderful volunteers:

Brenda Brown, Sarah Corbett, Bryhre Cormack, Judith Ceroli, Katrina 
Dutoff, Carey Gahimer, Sandra Hetherington, Karen Hogg, Peggy 
Ingram, Jordan King, Joyce Kozdrowski, Natasha Peirson, David Pries, 
Craig Roussain, Peggy Shepkowski, Laura Siminoff, Hope Stevenson, 
Keith Taves, Willo Treschow, Kelen Walker.

THANK YOU ALL! YOUR THOUGHTFULNESS AND CARING 
ARE GRATEFULLY APPRECIATED!!!!!

submitted by Judith Maltz
Join us for ‘Women Celebrating 

Women’ – a  special ,  mult i -
generational event marking 100 years 
since the first International Women’s 
Day in 1911. That first event helped 

Silverton hosts International Women’s Day event on March 12
ignite women’s demand for the vote, 
finally granted in most provinces in 
1918 by federal law. International 
Women’s Day, March 8, is celebrated 
globally and is an official holiday in 
many countries of the world.

This evening of live music, 
spoken word, dance and art will 
be held at the Silverton Gallery on 
Saturday, March 12 beginning at 7:30 
pm. The event will feature the diverse 
talents of  Judith Maltz, Leah Main, 
Donna Jean Wright, Eloise Charet, 
Analisa Azzopardi, Sue Mistretta, 
Rachel Hodsall, Linda Mennie, Luce 
Paquin, Nancy Guise, Judy Wapp, 
Karen Dubreiul, Boukje Elzinga, 
Danika Hammond and many more.

Works  by women ar t i s ts 
in response to this open call for 
submissions may be dropped at 
Judith Maltz’s (123 5th St. Silverton, 
358-2604) or Leah Main’s (622 
Hume Lane, Silverton, 358-7704) 
any time in the next week or at the 
Silverton Gallery between 1 and 3 
pm on Saturday, March 12.

Admission is by donation to this 
Definitely Dress-Up event so come 
in your finest! Bring potluck snacks 
to share if you can. Donations in 
excess of expenses will be used to 
seed a Lucerne Scholarship Society 
scholarship for female Lucerne 
graduates pursuing post-secondary 
education in the arts. Tax deductible 
receipts are available for donations 
of more than $20.

For more information, call Judith 
at 358-2604. 

submitted by Valhalla Community 
Concert Series

Just back from their fifth tour 
of Korea, the world-renowned 
acappella group, the Euphorics, 
will entertain loyal followers and 
new fans alike at Silverton Hall on 
April 2.  The quartet, which has deep 
roots in the Kootenays, has been 
entertaining audiences since 1983 
with a rich and humorous blend of 
jazz, classical, gospel, reggae, doo-
wop and rock.

The ac t  i s  composed of 
consummate professionals, each 
of whom is a dynamic soloist. 
Helen Davis is the group’s business 
manager, songwriter, mezzo soprano 
and sometimes alto vocalist. Davis, 
who resides in Hills when not on 
the road, was a vocalist in the 
legendary Kootenay-based seventies 
band Brain Damage, traveling the 
province in a school bus playing 
under its enormous circus tent. In 
1977, she formed Street Hearts 
with Bing Jensen, performing in 
Hawaii and San Francisco. In 1983 

Euphorics return for performance in Silverton on April 2
she, Joani Bye and Bing founded 
the Euphorics, and the three have 
been together since, with a variety 
of tenors.

Bass singer Bing Jensen moved 
with Helen to the Kootenays in 1970. 
They played together with Brain 
Damage, the Street Hearts, as the 
duet Bing and Helen, and later the 
Euphorics. Bing has written and is 
featured on many of the Euphorics 
hilarious trademark offbeat songs, 
such as Only Silence Says it All and 
I Sing Low, and has co-written nearly 
all of the original Euphorics tunes. 
Besides fronting the Bing Jensen 
Band in Vancouver, he is also a 
West Coast Music Award-winning 
childrens’ entertainer.

Alto (and soprano) Joani Bye 
is a fixture of the Vancouver music 
scene.  Writer, arranger and album 
producer, she also has a long career 
on radio, TV, stage and in nightclubs.  
She has appeared on albums by Bon 
Jovi, David Bowie, Cher and INXS. 
Her R&B band, Joani Bye and the 
Homewreckers, is one of the hottest 

party bands in Vancouver.
Tenor Nathen Aswell has a long 

history as a vocalist, bassist, and 
guitarist, working with Shari Ulrich, 
Randy Bachman, Gary Fjellgaard, 
Joani Bye and the Housewreckers, 
and the highly respected Canadian 
singer songwriter Susan Crowe. 
His busy concert schedule takes 
him throughout western Canada, 
Ottawa, Montreal, Halifax to Seattle, 
Phoenix, Kansas City and Florida.

As individuals, these entertainers 
are fantastic: balanced, happy, 
approachable, intelligent, physically 
active and socially conscious. As 
the Euphorics, they’re in a class 
by themselves. They are playful, 
energetic, engaging and hilariously 
witty. They weave their voices and 
rhythms as an intricate tapestry that 
totally captivates diverse audiences 
of all ages. The fact that they’ve been 
together for 27 years demonstrates 
a respect and love of their music, 
each other and their audiences. 
Their humour and enthusiasm 
leave concert-goers bursting with 

an uplifting sense of optimism, 
contentment and joy. 

Davis sums up the group’s 
sentiment about coming back here: 
“We always love to work in the 
Kootenays. The audiences are warm 
and enthusiastic and we all love the 
Valley. We’re delighted to be back 
after such a long time, I think since 
1999!”

This Valhalla Community 

Concert Series performance will 
include a no-host cheesecake and 
champagne reception.  Come at 7 pm 
to enjoy your choice of 10 different 
homemade cheesecakes. (Yes, there 
will even be a tofu variety.)  The 
concert begins at 8 pm. Advance 
tickets are $15, available only at 
outlets from Fauquier to Nelson. 
Please see Coming Events this issue 
for locations.

The Euphorics are coming to the Silverton Memorial Hall, April 2.

by Jan McMurray
Highway 6 between New Denver 

and Hills will see re-surfacing and 
shoulder widening this season. The 
job went out to tender the first week 
of March.

Ministry of Transportation staff 
held an open house at Knox Hall 
on February 23 to gather comments 
from the public on the project.

“There has been lots of concern 
about the travelling safety along this 
section of the highway, and we want 
people to know we are listening to 
them,” said Bruce Lintott, local 
area manager, at the open house. 
“We also want to deal with their 
comments before the project starts.” 

Hwy 6 improvements planned in New Denver area
The $4.2 million project 

involves a total of 11.2 kilometres 
of re-surfacing, from New Denver 
to Rosebery and then from Rosebery 
to Hills. A section of the highway in 
Rosebery is in good shape and is not 
part of the project.

Shoulders will be widened where 
possible between New Denver and 
Hills, and will be one metre wide 
in most places. Shoulders will be 
delineated from the driving lanes 
with white painted lines.

Rob Kalabis, project technician, 
said motorists could expect one-
lane traffic on short sections of 
the highway between New Denver 
and Hills throughout the project, 

scheduled for a 6-8 week period 
somewhere between May and 
September this year. Delays should 
not exceed 10 minutes.

The project involves removing 
the existing asphalt, which will be 
recycled and used to pave sections of 
some side roads in the New Denver 
and Nakusp areas: Red Mountain 
Road (north end), Bonanza Creek 
Road, Summit Road, Wensley Road, 
Crescent Bay Road and Beech Rd.

Lintott said he was also hoping 
to add two more jobs to the project: 
lowering Weisbrich hill just outside 
New Denver for visibility; and 
improving the shoulders between 
New Denver and Silverton.
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Nakusp, BC 
250-265-3681

• LUMBER
• SIDING
• INSULATION
• ROOFING
• DRYWALL
• FLOORING
• HARDWARE
• GENERAL PAINT
• PLUMBING
• ELECTRICAL
• WOOD STOVES
• WINDOWS/DOORS
• SCAFFOLDING
• ENGINEERED FLOORS
• ROOF TRUSSES
• TOOL RENTALS
• AGRICULTURAL FEEDS
• GARDENING SUPPLIES
• GREENHOUSE

OPEN
8 am - 5:30 Weekdays
9 am - 5:00 Saturday

The Best Lumberyard 
in the Kootenays

We deliver!

Tibetan Acupressure 
Workshop

Friday-Saturday-Sunday, April 8-9-10, 
9 am – 5 pm

NaCoMo Wellness Centre; 
90-5th Avenue, SW; Nakusp, BC

Course Fee: $598 +$45 for a 1-hour 
private session (Course Fee includes 

Manual and CD)
Register by March 14: $100 discount

Continuing Education Credits are 
available for Massage Therapists

 
Everyone who registers for the 

workshop will be scheduled for a 
one-hour session ($45) with Rae in the 
days prior to the workshop.  The usual 
cost of a session is $90 for anyone not 

registered for the course. 
 

For more information, or to register, 
contact Karen McMillan  250-265-3086 

or kbeau.mc@gmail.com

SHELLEY BORTNICK, 
MSW, RSW

Individual, couple and 
family therapist

20+ years experience
Offers counselling services involving 

mental health (depression, anxiety, 
etc.), addictions, grief and loss, 
trauma and life transition issues

For appointment, please call 
250-265-3397

submitted by Karen McMillan
A Tibetan Acupressure System 

workshop will be delivered in Nakusp 
as a three-day practitioners’ course 
April 8-10, from 9 am to 5 pm, at the 
NaCoMo Wellness Centre, 90 5th 
Avenue SW. The course will be taught 
by the Tibetan Acupressure System 
founder Rae Hatherton, who teaches in 
Canada, the US, the UK, and Australia.

The Tibetan Acupressure System 
(TAS) is an ancient system of reflexive 
pressure point healing, hearkening back 
to the times of the Tibetan nomad. TAS 
accesses the body’s natural corrective 
energies in order to bring balance to the 
body as a whole. 

This system can be used to treat 
specific conditions or for the overall 
well being of the body and the mind. 
An entire TAS classical treatment 
takes 45 minutes to 1 hour. A CD 
version of the system may be played 
while administering the treatment to 
increase the focus of the practitioner 
and enhance the relaxation of the client.

Health conditions that can be 
successfully treated with TAS include 
chronic pain; insomnia; depression and 
anxiety; mental and emotional distress; 
shoulder and back tension; PMS and 
menopausal symptoms; digestive 
disorders including reflux, heartburn, 
constipation and IBS; environmental 
allergies, back pain including sciatica; 
headaches/migraines; cancer (to 
support immune response and reduce 
localized pain).

For thousands of years, the Tibetan 
nomads took their herds of yaks and 

Tibetan acupressure workshop offered at NaCoMo centre
ponies up and down the sides of 
the highest mountains in the world, 
moving with the seasons for grazing. 
Historically, the conditions were among 
the most brutal that human beings 
have endured. Diseases and injuries 
were plentiful and the environment 
offered little to support the healing 
traditions. Using the elemental earth 
connection, meditative concentration, 
the stimulation of pre-acupuncture 
reflex point therapy, local herbs and 
prayers, the Bon shaman kept the 
tribe healthy physically, mentally and 
spiritually.

When Indian teachers brought 
Buddhism over the Himalayas, they 
brought new medical knowledge, 
too. The basic practices of the Indian 
Ayurveda and the rudimentary medical 
knowledge of the Bon shaman were 

blended. The basic physical practices 
from these ancient times were simple 
to learn, easy to administer, effective, 
and can, to this day, be applied under 
the most challenging environmental 
conditions.

In the classical style, the recipient 
remains clothed and seated upright 
in a chair. The practitioner accesses 
the reflex points by using the tip of 
the index finger and occasionally the 
thumb, adding a twist of the wrist 
to deepen the contact. Because the 
points require only a quick, deep and 
penetrating touch, professional body 
workers who have had finger or wrist 
injury due to the mechanical stress 
of their work can deliver this system 
with ease.

The TAS reflex protocols are 
extremely useful for massage therapists 

to integrate into their existing massage 
sequence or to add another modality 
if used in its classical form. Nurses, 
palliative care workers, care giving 
individuals and people wanting an 
introduction to body/mind healing will 
also find the system easy to learn and 
useful for reducing stress, pain and 
illness. Continuing education credits 
are available for massage therapists. 

For more information, a short video 
of the system may be viewed at www.
tibetan-acupressure.com or contact 
Karen McMillan at 250-265-3086 or 
kbeau.mc@gmail.com. 

by Art Joyce
• Acting CAO Linda Tynan 

reported that council’s decision to 
forgive business license arrears has 
resulted in one businessman asking 
to have all his fees refunded. Mayor 
Hamling said no further refunds 
would be offered. The gesture was 
made in fairness to businesses who 
may not have received proper billing 
notices in the past. A suggestion was 
made to take out an ad informing 
businesses that current fees are due 
as billed. CAO Tynan said she is 
advising a revision of the bylaw 
concerning business licenses to 
conform with best practices. 

•  C o u n c i l  d i s c u s s e d  a 
recommendation from public works 
not to offer the Rotary Villa special 

Nakusp council, February 22: Council turns down request to refund all business license fees
consideration for snow removal in 
the alley. The Village ensures “that 
the alleys are plowed every time 
we need to plow our secondary 
roads,” wrote public works manager 
Mike Pedersen. “Any special 
consideration would set a precedent 
and open the door for many more 
similar requests.” Councillor Leitch 
said he could not go along with this 
recommendation, pointing out that 
Villa residents’ only access is via 
the back alley. “It doesn’t have to be 
highest priority for primary removal 
but it should be top priority for 
secondary removal,” he said. Acting 
CAO Tynan advised council not to 
make a decision prior to consulting 
with staff. Pedersen will report to 
council at the next regular meeting.

• John Wilkes of BDO Dunwoody 
attended as a delegation to review the 
Village’s financial audit with council. 
He reported that the biggest change 
to accounting protocol recently is the 
requirement to list assessed value of 
municipal capital assets. This helps 
deal with amortization issues as well 
as keeping track of replacement costs 
as infrastructure deteriorates.

• Clinton Shane Ekdahl wrote 
council with a request to proclaim 
May 29 Day of Honey Bee, citing 
concerns regarding the alarming 
drop in bee populations in North 
America. Councillor Mueller said 
she wanted to be sure the Village 
allows bees to be kept within the 
municipality. Mayor Hamling said 
she thought they were. Council 

agreed to the proclamation.
• Council granted a request from 

Nakusp and District Minor Hockey 
to extend the ice season at the arena 
to the March 19 weekend. This will 
allow for the possibility that CBC 
Hockeyville will visit Nakusp if the 
village is shortlisted in the top 10 
communities. 

• Mayor Hamling noted that it’s 
been a long time since the Village 
has hosted the AKBLG conference. 
She proposed that council offer to 
host the conference in 2013, noting 
the economic benefits of such an 
event. Council agreed to make the 
invitation.

• Mayor Hamling received a call 
from Jennifer Vogel of the Central 
Kootenay Invasive Plant Committee 

regarding a community initiative 
to eradicate Scotch broom. One 
of the elementary school teachers 
worked on the project last year, with 
the Village contributing pickups 
by public works crews. Vogel is 
seeking council’s support for an 
application to the CBT to continue 
the eradication project this spring. 
Councillor Heppner said they must 
act in a timely manner, preferably 
before the plants bloom, or it will be 
a wasted effort. Vogel is suggesting 
June as the optimal period for 
removal. Council voted to write a 
letter of support.

• Mayor Hamling has asked staff 
to research fee for service contract 
rates with the Chamber of Commerce 
for the next regular council meeting. 

submitted by Marilyn Boxwell
Would you like free help in 

completing and filing your income tax 
return?  Then here’s the good news: for 
the eighth year running, the Community 
Volunteer Income Tax Return Program 
is again being offered to adults of any 
age who are located within the Nakusp 
region and throughout the nation.

This Canada Revenue-sponsored 
program is fully confidential and offered 
free of charge to persons having a simple 
return and net income of $25,000 or less 
(singles); $35,000 or less (for couples) or 
$35,000 plus $2,000 for each child (for 
families including single parents).

Note that the CVITP initiative is not 
intended to compete with commercial 
enterprise, and business, complex, high-

Community Volunteer Income Tax Return Program offers assistance
end or estate returns cannot be processed 
through this program. Individuals who 
fall into this category are advised to seek 
the services of professionals or other 
trained resources, located within most 
communities. 

The volunteer tax preparers who 
participated in the annual local training 
program which took place at the end 
of February, presented by Canada 
Revenue’s staff trainer Mike Thomson, 
are now ready to accept requests for 
assistance from the public at large who 
meet the established criteria.

CVITP team members include: 
Wayne Schweitzer, serving Rosebery, 
New Denver, Silverton, Hills; Debbie 
Bleakney, serving Burton, Arrow Park, 
Fauquier, Edgewood; Don Crombie, 

serving Nakusp general area including 
Galena Bay and Trout Lake; Ray 
Blanchette, serving area seniors’ clubs 
and Nakusp general area; Dianne Zeuch, 
serving seniors’ care facilities, Nakusp 
Mental Health Clubhouse, in-home 
special needs and Nakusp area in general; 
Heather Davidson, providing general 
assistance, referrals from government 
ministries and special requests; Raven 
Irving; and Marilyn Boxwell as CVITP 
local coordinator. 

The federal government requests 
that all adults file their income tax return, 
preferably by April 30, so that your 
records are placed on file in the central 
registry and are kept current. Once the 
income tax package is returned, the 
data contained serves to determine the 

eligibility of those who are applying for 
or are currently receiving the numerous 
financial benefits which they are entitled 
to, such as Child Benefit, Old Age 
Security, CPP, Seniors’ Supplement, EI, 
various allowances including Disability, 
Medical Services Plan and Pharmacare 
reduced premiums, and others. 

Another special benefit of having 
your return reviewed by a CVITP team 
member is to ensure that if in past years 
you have overpaid your taxes, failed to 
file your return for a long period of time, 
or had omitted requesting an applicable 
deduction which could have benefited 
you financially, the CVITP preparer will 
be pleased to work with you in seeing 
that these returns are reassessed and 
funds owing are accorded or returned to 

submitted
It’s March, time for another 

evening of poetry and pleasure. The 
Nakusp Public Library is hosting the 
third annual For the Love of Poetry 
evening, Friday, March 11 at 7 pm. 

It’s proven to be the most popular 
event at the library, standing room 
only. This year will feature 19 
different presenters, each reader 
reciting their personal favourite after 
sharing with the audience what this 
poem means to them. 

It’s an eclectic mix beginning 
with Mary Oliver and ending with 
Thich Nhat Hanh. Along the way 
are a few Romantics, poems from 

you, where applicable. 
For further information and for a 

referral to the trained volunteer best 
suited to meet one’s needs, either contact 
the CVITP coordinator (Marilyn) at 
265-0075, or call upon any of the above-
mentioned individuals of your choice. 

Library hosts popular For the Love of Poetry third annual event
other countries, thoughtful poems, 
humorous poems, and a couple of 
rollicking ballads. 

As well as local presenters – 
poet Art Joyce from New Denver 
and Jean Nelson, an interested 
poetry lover from  Clearwater – are 
travelling here to participant in the 
event. Guitarist Caelen LaRocque 
will be providing music for the 
evening and a delicious array of 
refreshments will be on hand. The 
public is encouraged to come and 
enjoy a rich feast of food, music, and 
poetic words. Be sure to check out 
the library’s great selection of poetry 
books the next time you’re in, too.
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Blind Sale at 
Nakusp Glass 

20% off all 
custom order 

blinds.  

March 15- 
April 15 

201 Broadway
250-265-3252

The clear choice for all your glass needs!

    

Selkirk Realty
WEEKLY SPONSOR:

Kelly Roberts
(250) 265-3635

This beautiful ginger & white cat will 
be up for adoption soon.  

Her name is Minny and she is very friendly.  
If you are interested in giving Minny a home, 

please call P.A.L.S. at 
250-265-3792 or e-mail us at pals-online.ca  

           P.A.L.S. PET OF THE WEEK

PALS AGM meeting on February 9th, 7pm at 
950 Crescent Bay Rd

Meet Minny
P.A.L.S. PET OF THE WEEK

WEEKLY SPONSOR:
Selkirk Realty

Kelly Roberts
(250) 265-3635

www.royallepage.ca

MARMADUKE!

P.A.L.S. has nicknamed this 
big orange guy Marmaduke 
(N854F).  He is a medium-
short hair adult cat with a bit 
of a shy disposition.  

Please call P.A.L.S. at 250-265-
3792 or email at info@pals-
online.ca if you are interested 
in adopting Marmaduke.

SPIRIT ’20 
CAPTURES THE 

ESSENCE OF 
THE ROARING 20’S

Performed by six classically 
trained musicians at the 

Bonnington Arts Centre
Tuesday, March 15th 

at 7:30 pm
 

Presented by the 
Arrow Lakes Arts Council

Tickets: Adults: $20 Seniors: $15 
Students: $10

Available at Broadway Deli 
Doors open at 7:00 pm

Hospitality Hosts: 
Margo’s Sunnyhills 

Lodging and 
Duncastle B ‘n’ B

Spirit ’20 showcases jazz era 
classical adaptations
submitted by Arrow Lakes Arts 
Council

For those seeking the best of both 
jazz and classical worlds, the Arrow 
Lakes Arts Council is presenting 
Spirit ’20 at the Bonnington Arts 
Centre on Tuesday, March 15, 7:30 
pm. This is the final concert in this 
season’s Concert Series. Doors open 
at 7 pm. 

Spirit ’20 captures the essence 
of the roaring ’20s – separating the 
old and making life new. During the 
1920s, the instrumentation of classical 
works was often copied from jazz 
ensembles. Spirit ’20 was launched at 
Festival of the Sound at Parry Sound, 
Ontario in July 2010, and takes its 
name from the commissioned work by 
Canadian composer Allan Gilliland. 

The ensemble’s repertoire 
highlights the unique talents of 
the individuals that make up Spirit 
’20. John Novak, Mark Fewer, and 
James Campbell are known for their 
classical and jazz experience, in 

particular for their improvisations. 
Guy Few’s talent is on trumpet (jazz 
and classical), piano and voice. Chloe 
Dominguez demonstrates talent for 
contemporary music on her cello, and 
James McKay’s virtuoso technique on 
his bassoon.

The musical voices of Spirit ’20 
reflect the connecting of tradition with 
new popular forms. The ensemble 
will perform authentic period pieces 
by Milhaud, Martinu and Ravel 
and contemporary works by John 
Novacek, and Alan Gilliland, along 
with other selections.

Come and join us for an evening 
of music from the 1920s ‘jazz age.’ 
Tickets are available at the Broadway 
Deli until 2 pm Tuesday, then at the 
door. Ticket prices for this concert 
are adults  $20, seniors $15 and 
students $10. The Arrow Lakes Arts 
Council would like to thank Margo’s 
Sunnyhills Lodging and Duncastle 
B&B for hosting the artists for this 
concert.

by Jan McMurray
The credit union in Edgewood 

is now officially a branch of 
VantageOne Credit Union, which 
is based in the Okanagan.

Edgewood’s Arrow Credit 
Union, established in 1954, operated 
as an independent credit union until 
three years ago, when the board 
of directors realized they needed 
help to keep it going. With support 
from Stabilization Central Credit 

Edgewood credit union joins VantageOne
Union, the credit union system self-
regulatory organization, the Arrow 
Credit Union asked VantageOne to 
take them on. VantageOne agreed 
to try it out for three years to see if 
the Arrow Credit Union was a good 
fit for them.

VantageOne has recently 
announced that it is indeed a good 
fit, and Heather Sidor, manager 
of both the Arrow and Okanagan 
Landing branches of VantageOne, 
gives the Edgewood employees all 
the credit. 

“Those girls have done such 
a good job that they’ve been able 
to hold their own,” she said. “It 

was nice that VantageOne came 
in and offered help, but it’s those 
individuals who are so committed 
to their credit union and community 
that have made it a success. Thanks 
to those girls, you still have your 
small town credit union.”

Sidor said the four Edgewood 
employees are gaining knowledge 
so they can provide their customers 

submitted by Brenda McQuair
“It was the powder!” came the 

loud cry when a coach asked the 
Nakusp/Lucerne Secondary School 
ski and snowboard teams what was 
the best part of their trip to Kimberley 
for the Secondary School Alpine 
Championships February 28 to March 
2.

And they were mostly right, but 
what was also impressive was how 
these 24 athletes worked together 
to raise the funds to get there, how 
they encouraged each other and 
represented our schools. These kids 
were one of the largest, friendliest 
groups attending from all over the 
province. We love to get asked 
“Where are you from?” “And where 
do you ski?” and we get to tell them 
– Nakusp/New Denver and at Summit 
Lake Ski Hill, just 15 minutes from 
our little towns.

From their noisy cheers at the 
starting gate to their readiness to help 
with course take-down, the team made 
an impact on Kimberley Resort’s chief 
of course, Steve Boava. He couldn’t 
believe how fast they took down the 
course’s B-Net fences and race gates. 

Nakusp and New Denver high school ski team go to provincials
It would have taken him a week, 
but with approximately 265 athletes 
working together, it took about an 
hour and a half.

Also impressive were the race 
results. Dylan Homis’ 4th place finish 
after the two runs of Giant Slalom 
helped put the boys’ board squad in 5th 
place overall in the province. Darnell 
Stephens topped the local boys’ board 
group in the board terrain cross run. 
Kathleen Fox and Amy Surina placed 
13th and 15th respectively after the 
two runs on the girls’ snowboard GS 
course and then switched it up and 
placed with Surina in 13th and Fox in 
15th after the board terrain cross run, 
putting their team in 6th place overall.

On the ski runs, Meagan Brown-

Dahl had a great finish of 11th after 
the two GS runs while Taylor Aeichele 
placed 9th in the skier terrain cross 
event. The girls’ ski team placed 5th 
overall while Tyler Hascarl led his 
group, placing the boys’ ski team in 
9th overall.

The board coaches, Matt McKee 
and Chelsey Croffen, ski coaches, 
Doug and Brenda McQuair, along 
with chaperones, Alistair Skey and 
Karen Surina, were proud of the 
athletes’ efforts and would like to 
thank their course setter/mentor 
Susie Madden and everyone else who 
helped support the teams. A special 
thanks to the parent fundraisers and 
the following businesses who donated 
door prizes: Retallack Cat Skiing and 

Boarding, Nakusp General Store, 
Arrow Engraving, Village of Nakusp, 

Hewat Repairs, Fox Emergency 
Equipment.

by Jan McMurray
Alex Thorp of Nakusp won the 

silver medal in the snowboard cross 
event at the Canada Winter Games 
in Halifax last month.

“The Games were very fun!” he 
exclaimed in an interview. “ All of 
us Team BC riders know each other 
well, and we were all cheering each 
other on, and joking, and laughing 
just to ease the tension. I believe 
that’s what helped me out in the final 
heat – I was joking around with Ryan 
and Kyle just before the finals – it got 
my mind off the stress.”

The gold medal in the snowboard 
cross event went to Team BC member 
Tommy Pitman from Trail. “I had a 
couple of opportunities to pass him, 

with the best of products and services 
in banking. “They are able to offer 
more products and services than ever 
before, such as mortgages, loans, 
online banking and bank cards.”

VantageOne started out in 1944 
as the Vernon and District Credit 
Union, and has branches in Vernon, 
Armstrong, Okanagan Landing and 
Edgewood today.

Nakusp native wins silver  at Canada Winter Games
but they were in risky sections of 
the course,” said Thorp. “I’m going 
to try and beat him at the races this 
weekend at Red Mountain – it’s my 
chance at redemption with Tommy,” 
he said teasingly.

Thorp was hoping to go to the 
junior worlds in Italy this month, 
but realizes he needs sponsors to 
continue on his snowboard career 
path. “I’ve seen snowboarders try 
to go to university and they can’t 
keep up with their snowboarding, so 
I decided to work full-time instead. 
But I’m finding it tough to work 
full-time and still find time to do 
competitive snowboarding,” he 
said. “I’ve only attended two of the 
six races they judged for the junior 

worlds.”
Anyone interested in sponsoring 

Thorp can reach him at 1-604-916-
8921 or alexthorp@hotmail.com.

Nakusp/New Denver ski team: Back row: Dylan Baiko, Liam Legualt, Tayari Skey, Kody Marks, 
Tyler Hascarl, Connor McQuair, Adam McQuair; Front row: Erin McLeod, Claire Jackson, 

Lindsay Cann, Sage Reimer, Taylor Aeichele, Meagan Brown-Dahl

Alex Thorp won a silver medal in the snowboard cross event at the Canada Winter Games.
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NOTICE
The Area “H” North TV Society strives to 

deliver a variety of quality program choices to 
valley residents. Television and radio stations 
are available for everyone to enjoy at home, 
in the car or on the job! There are no monthly 

fees and only a small annual property tax 
levy. If you wish to observe, comment or 

participate please make time to attend the

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
of AREA “H” North TV Society

7:00 pm Wednesday March 9, 2009
at the Hidden Garden Gallery in 

New Denver
Info: 358-7136; 358-2375; or 358-2133

The Corporation of the Village of Silverton
P.O. Box 14, 421 Lake Avenue

Silverton, British Columbia V0G 2B0
Phone: 250/358-2472 Fax: 250/358-2321

Email: cao@silverton.ca

NOTICE
The Council of the Village of Silverton invites public consultation in 
the preparation of the Village of Silverton’s 2011 Five Year Financial 
Plan.

Council will be holding budget meetings in the near future and 
welcomes public input from members of the community with regards 
to items of concern they would like to see addressed.

Please submit your written comments or concerns to:

The Village of Silverton
PO Box 14

421 Lake Avenue
Silverton, BC V0G 2B0

Or
Email to:  cao@silverton.ca

Deadline for submission:  March 23, 2011

Please check the Community Bulletin Board at the Silverton post 
boxes for Budget Meeting and Regular Council meeting dates and 
times.

Ms. Junko Ida, Administrator

NOTE: METAL ROOFING & SIDING PRICE INCREASE ANNOUNCED AND SCHEDULED FOR APRIL 1. 
PLEASE STOP IN AND CHECK OUT THE MANY COLOURS AND ORDER NOW TO AVOID THIS INCREASE. 

PLYGEM

by Michael Dorsey
• Mayor Wright introduced a 

proposal for electric-powered canoe 
rentals in Centennial Park – a service 
to be operated by the Village. Council 
moved to refer the proposal to the 
budget process, and to contact the 
campground caretakers for comments. 

• Councillor Bunka spoke about 
plans to keep track of mileage on 
Village vehicles for six months to 
assess greenhouse gas emissions. 
Mayor Wright noted that the Village 
will need to reduce GHG emissions 
20% by 2012, and must be carbon 
neutral by 2020.

• Administrator Gordon presented 
a report-in-progress regarding the 
Village acquiring an electric vehicle. 
She noted two options: an electric 
Mighty E-truck, made in BC, that 
would cost $38,500 for the chassis, 
with all other parts or options extra; 
and an Indian-designed hybrid vehicle 
(Mahindra) that would be assembled 
in Ohio “to avoid the chicken tax.” As 
well, Gordon is investigating full-size 
vehicles, including Chevrolet. She 
noted this would have a base price of 
$47,000. She explained that selection 
was limited at this time, as most 
companies are still in the design and 
research stages of commercial electric 
or hybrid vehicles.

• Mayor Wright has met with 
Ministry of Transportation officials 
Glenn Olleck and Bruce Lintott 
regarding upcoming Highway 6 
improvements, and the legality and/
or permission required for operation 
of electric vehicles on the highway. 
Wright noted that MoT will need a 
temporary asphalt making site, and 
that they are willing to “look at” the 
proposed Silverton/New Denver Trail 
idea.

• Councillor Murphy reported on 
the progress of the Lucerne Greenhouse 
Learning Centre project. He said he 
would soon hold a committee meeting 
to address the issues of changed 
site location, water and power, and 
potential tree cutting. Murphy asked 
for clarification on the terms of the 

New Denver council, February 22: Electric-powered canoe rentals proposed
grant. Administration advised him 
of the May 31 deadline, as well as 
explaining that the Village will be 
reimbursed for the approximately 
$7,000 they will provide to fund the 
project.

• Mayor Wright said he will meet 
with the Economic Development 
Commission soon, and has met with 
the Chamber of Commerce, Village 
of Slocan and Village of Silverton 
regarding ways to increase tourism in 

the Slocan Valley, as well as the idea of 
joint applications for CBT Community 
Initiatives project funding.

• Councillor Campbell asked for 
clarification on why BC Hydro had 
been dumping chips from tree pruning 
and removal along the dike on the 
south side of Carpenter Creek. Staff 
will investigate and report back.

• Council moved that staff 
prepare an application on behalf of 
the Kyowakai Society to Canada 

Summer Jobs for two students (one 
with some supervisory duties would 
receive $12/hour, the second would 
receive $10/hour).

• A letter from Chamber of 
Commerce Manager Jeff Bustard 
regarding museum washroom 
improvements was referred to the 
budget process, with a copy and 
request for comments forwarded to the 
historical society.

• Councillor Greensword reported 
the Public Works crew has been 
busy with snow removal, equipment 
maintenance, repairs to the marina 
floats, the dry well by Sean Butler’s 

corner, and the 2011 budget for 
maintenance items.

• Councillor Murphy reported that 
he was re-elected chair of Recreation 
Commission #6, with Donna Jean 
Wright as secretary and Carol Pengelly 
as treasurer. Ric Bardati will replace 
Katrina Sumrall on the commission.

• Councillors Bunka, Campbell and 
Greensword will attend the AKBLG 
Conference in Kimberly April 28-30. 
Greensword will attend as Alternate 
RDCK Director for Mayor Wright. 
Council also authorized Administrator 
Gordon to attend the LGMA Conference 
in Penticton May 17-20.

by Jan McMurray
N e w  D e n v e r ’s  L u c e r n e 

Elementary Secondary School was 
recently featured in an education 
magazine for its focus on developing 
students’ writing skills.

The four-page article by Leslie 
Dyson appeared in the February 
edition of Adminfo, a magazine that 
showcases exemplary educational 
practices in BC schools, published 
by the BC Principals’ & Vice-
Principals’ Association (BCVPA). 

The article is titled: ‘A league of 
writers, poets and filmmakers: staff 
at a tiny school employ engaging and 
imaginative strategies for developing 
their students’ literacy skills.’

The many innovative ways 
Lucerne students are encouraged 
to hone their writing skills are 
highlighted in the article: online 
literature circles, Into Learning, the 
Writers Festival, the annual field trip 
to Wordfest in Banff, documentary 
filmmaking, and the writing class.

Na tasha  Mi les ,  Lucerne 
principal, says the article “validates 
what we do at Lucerne. For staff and 
our parents to see that our initiatives 
and strategies that we spend many 
hours on creating and planning are 
held up to the province as a model 
to take note of and take advice from 
is a huge vote of confidence.”

Miles explained that she and 
Terry Taylor, Lucerne teacher and 
literacy coordinator for the school 
district, presented a workshop 
entitled ‘Writing with Passion and 

Lucerne School featured in education magazine
Voice’ at the BCPVA conference 
in October 2010 in Vancouver. She 
believes it was this presentation that 
inspired Leslie Dyson to write the 
article.

“At the conference, we shared 
the initiatives, events and field trips 
that happen at Lucerne that enable 
our students to be writers,” said 
Miles. “Fellow principals and vice-
principals who attended our sessions 
were quite surprised to see how 
technology could be used to great 
advantage by a rural school in order 
for students to communicate beyond 
their village. Some commented that 
we had greater use of technology 
than many urban schools. Others 
were curious to see the level of field 
trip provision and agreed that this 
was a way in which students are 
provided with a purpose to write.” 

Dyson plans to come to New 
Denver for this year’s Writers 
Festival, April 18-21.

Natasha Miles, Terry Taylor, 
parent Paula Shandro and students 
Quade Chodat, Joseph Hodsall, 
Sadye Butler and Danika Hammond 
are all quoted in Dyson’s article.
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6 Ave Quilting Grand Opening was a Grand 
success and I would like to thank all my friends for all 
their support and help in the opening of the quilting 
shop and on grand opening day. Appreciation and 
love to my Mom for being the hostess extraordinary. 
Thank you to the community of Nakusp and to 
everyone that drove here for the Grand Opening, 
from throughout the Kootenays. Congratulations 
to Dorothy Clark of Kaslo for winning the beautiful 
orange quilt. 

Quilting class schedules are now ready and can be 
picked up at the shop (behind Overwaitea) or call 
250-265-2178.

6 Ave Quilting 89-6 Ave SW. Nakusp

FEATURING LOCAL DANCE STUDENTS 
AGES 4-13 PERFORMING 6 DANCE 

ROUTINES. COME ON OUT, HAVE FUN 
AND SHOW YOUR SUPPORT. 

Refreshments and snacks available. Admission by donation.
CHOREOGRAPHED BY KYLA SMUTNY & MEAGAN BROWN-DAHL

submitted by Slocan Valley Recreation
Slocan Valley Recreation’s 

Hockey Day in Winlaw finally took 
place on Saturday, February 25 at the 
rink behind Sleep is for Sissies. A year 
late and right on time! 

Originally scheduled to coincide 
with the Olympics, the weather finally 
cooperated (that string of really cold 
weather was good for something – 

Hockey Day in Winlaw runs on Slocan Valley time
right). 

Five teams were created from 
those who showed up on short notice, 
each representing a randomly selected 
nation. 

After a series of hotly contested 
games and a lot of laughs (and panting 
from the ‘seasoned’ players), Team 
Belarus walked away with the hand-
made gold medals! Team members 

were Liam Stewart, Robin Dupont, 
Monica Unseld and Mike Gardener. 

Many thanks to Kevin Sutherland 
and fr iends for  creat ing and 
maintaining the rink and to the kids 
from Winlaw School who made 
the flags (last year) for the nations 
represented, and Stillpoint Pottery 
for creating the medals. See you all 
next year.

Five teams competed in Slocan Valley Recreation’s Hockey Day in Winlaw, February 25.

submitted
The sound of tap shoes clicking 

Lucerne senior students offer hip-hop and tap dance lessons
and hip-hop beats echoes from the 
Bosun Hall this snowy winter. Dance 
is back in the groove in New Denver 
and everyone is invited to come watch 
on Thursday, March 10 at 7 pm. 

Local Lucerne 2011 grads have 
initiated dance classes once again. 
This all began last year when Kyla 
Smutny and Tisha Becker had a vision 
to offer dance right here in the village. 
Kyla began tap and jazz dance at 
age four at the Kimberley Dance 
Academy under the guidance of Leslie 
Lindberg. Through the years she 
learned choreography, confidence, 
poise, presentation and nurtured her 
love of dance and music. 

At age 12 she moved to New 
Denver, where there was no dance 
offered, so she gathered a small quartet 

of girls and carpooled to Nakusp for 
hip-hop classes for two years. At age 15 
she ran as a candidate in the May Queen 
Ambassador program where she won 
the speech award, and the title of May 
Queen. Through this experience she 
created, choreographed and practiced 
on her own for the talent component a 
tap solo, dazzling the applauding crowd 
with her performance. 

In her reigning year she helped 
choreograph dance routines and 
worked with Tisha to create and 
implement New Denver’s first dance 

classes. These ambitious girls stuck 
together every week for practice and 
completed with a successful year-end 
dance recital. Smiles, fun and good 
times continued when they were 
asked to put together a workshop for 
May Days in downtown New Denver, 
under the sunny skies to all passersby 
and anyone of all ages that wanted to 
join in. 

This year Kyla has added tap dance 
to the class’s option as well as hip-hop 
offered for children. Tisha has since 
gone off to university and Meagan 

Brown-Dahl has stepped up to assist 
every week since mid-October in 
teaching steps and moves in hip-hop. 

These ambitious girls don’t see 
this community as lacking activities, 
they see it as an opportunity to thrive 
and grow in. Along with two hip-hop 
classes of 14 kids, there will also be two 
tap duets and additional dance routines 
from the girls themselves. Come on out 
and support this fun youth initiative and 
help raise some funds for another leaf 
on the Bosun Hall Legacy Tree towards 
renovations.

by Art Joyce
Songwri te r  and  gu i ta r i s t 

Dominique Fraissard, a recent 
Rosebery resident, has made the top 
six in the peoples’ choice category 
of the BC Interior Music Awards 
(BCIMA). Through social media he 
is now seeking a win in that category. 

To vote for Dominique, go to 
www.bcima.org and follow the links.

“It really was a grassroots 
thing, very personal as far as email 
goes,” says Fraissard. “I ended up 
reconnecting with people from high 
school and a lot of old friends. It’s 
been a really fun thing and a result 
beyond my expectations.” 

Fraissard spent part of his 
childhood in Cherryville and his 
maturing years in Australia, where 
he made his first appearances at the 
renowned Woodford Folk Festival. 
He has opened for Jack Johnson, the 
Jon Butler Trio and Roger McGuinn 
of The Byrds fame. Upon returning 
to Canada he has been a featured 
performer at Salmon Arm Roots 
and Blues and Little Fest. He loves 
mountain living and is a natural 

Songwriter Dominique Fraissard makes top six peoples’ choice
outdoorsman but finds building a 
music career from a non-urban centre 
challenging. 

In his email appeal for votes 
he writes: “I figure all my years 
as a ne’er-do-well world traveller 
should give me some web-based 
viral potential, considering the global 
destinations of this email.” 

Fraissard has released five albums 
on independent label Drink from the 
Trees, established when he began 
recording in Australia. Recently he 
sent several of his CDs to American 
indie record label Red Pill and was 
offered representation. Two of his 
songs are featured on the soundtrack 
to Ride the Divide, an annual inter-
continental cycle tour. He has been 
invited to accompany the tour this 
year for a six-continent odyssey 
of riding and filmmaking while he 
composes new music for the event. He 
is also seeking corporate sponsorship 
from music and ski equipment makers 
for the tour. Fraissard’s hope is that 
sponsorship will also help him make 
a sustainable living as a musician 
without having to base himself in a 

large urban centre.  
 “I figure that if my public life 

creates exposure, I can use that to get 
support from companies with local 
production and good environmental 

policies, allowing me to work at 
music and teaching enough for a 
simple, smaller footprint at home.”

For more information visit 
www.redpillonline.com, www.

ridethedividemovie.com, www.
drinkfromthetrees.com or www.
myspace.com/dominiquefraissard. 
To vote for Dominique, go to www.
bcima.org and follow the links. 

submitted by Hills Nordic Ski Club
Glorious sunshine and an 

abundance of snow welcomed skiers 
and spectators alike for the third Hills 
Nordic Ski Club annual ski and snow 
party.

On Sunday, February 20, 16 
children and 10 adults cooked 
campfire smokies in between ski 
racing and negotiating the maze 
built specially for the event. The ski 
races were for children and adults 
alike, and included ‘the Cookie,’ 
‘Goat Jump ’n Bump’ and ‘Big Shirt’ 
relays. The maze was a 10-metre 
maze built out of snow and was a 
big hit with everyone, including the 
goats.

The weather was perfect, with 
the sun shining on everyone and 
the sub-zero temperatures ensured 

Hills Nordic Ski Club holds annual party
quality skiing for all. The 2010 Ski 
and Snow party marked the end of 
the skiing activities, but the 2011 
winter has provided quality skiing for 

everyone. Active skier membership 
has doubled since last year and it is 
envisaged that the ski trails will be 
kept open till April for all to use.

Maralyssa Van Zyll and Rebecca Yurychuk participated in the Hills Nordic Ski Club’s annual ski and snow party.  
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ALLY
She’s a pretty 2-year 

old Tortoiseshell 
cat. Ally is spayed, 

vaccinated, and 
needing a new home; 
she will do best in a 
home without other 

pets. Please call KAAP 
at 250-551-1053 or visit 

our web site:
www.homes4animals.com

by Art Joyce
For the fifth year running, the 

North Valley Mountain Film Festival 
packed out the Bosun Hall in New 
Denver the evening of February 
26. Once again a varied program 
of locally made films on outdoor 
adventure recreation kept the 
audience enthralled. 

For those of us happiest with 
our feet firmly on the ground, it 
was a special treat to get a view of 
Slocan Lake from the perspective of 
paraglider Joe Matthews in Birdmen 
of the Valley. Breathtaking bird’s-eye 
view panoramas of the Valhalla range 
taken from Idaho Peak reminded us 
our gorgeous valley is truly something 
special. 

Following upon the old adage that 
you’re never too young (or old) to 
learn, Bree Lillies premiered her short 
film of her two-year-old daughter 
Eden learning to ski in A Skier in the 
Making.

I Am Kimberley  offered a 
mini-profile of a 70-year-old skier 
who brings the ZZ Top grooming 
perspective to the downhill sport. 
Part biographical sketch, part tongue-
in-cheek promo piece for the town 
of Kimberley, the scene of two men 
communicating only by ‘beard sign 
language’ was hilarious.

Powder Hounds: the Prequel, 
starring Gary Parkstrom and Nadine 
Raynold’s newly adopted hounds in 
a slideshow, demonstrated that even 
dogs can enjoy backcountry skiing, 
with the apt soundtrack of Zeppelin’s 
Black Dog.

In Pure: A Backcountry Ski 
Movie, filmmaker Judith Robertson 
reminds us that, “Life is not measured 
by the number of breaths you take 
but by the moments that take your 
breath away.” The soundtrack song 
by Xavier Rudd, Mother Earth, was 
perfect.

On the Road: A Year in Review 
featured a slideshow by Ulli and Joerg 
Becker of New Denver-based Magic 
Places cycle touring company, with 
highlights of their 2010 world tour. 
Amazing images revealed some of 
the most spectacular landscapes in 
the world, including New Zealand, 
Australia, Spain, Namibia, South 
Africa, a cross-continental US tour, 
and last but hardly least a pedal-

Fifth annual North Valley Mountain Film Fest packs them in
powered cruise through the Rocky 
Mountains. This is truly ecotourism 
at its best and most stunning.

Perennial festival favourite Carl 
Jacks returned with Deep Runs 
the Canyon, another instalment in 
the ongoing Endangered Creeks 
Expedition featuring Rosebery 
resident Randy Speers. These intrepid 
whitewater kayakers are combining 
their passion for their sport with a 
desire to film pristine Kootenay creeks 
and rivers, many of which are slated 
for IPP hydro developments that will 
change them forever. Profiled in the 
film was the magical Cooper Creek 
canyon, which Glacier-Howser IPP 
proponent AXOR is applying for a 
license to develop. 

West  Kootenay Mountain 
Biking, a slideshow by Kari Medig, 
chronicled a biking trip on the trails 
of Nelson, Idaho Peak, Sandon, and 
Rossland. 

Malcolm, a film by Jessica Gates, 
was an unusual but captivating entry 
in this year’s line-up. A portrait of an 
eccentric Nelson man who spends his 
free time building stone circles in the 
forest, Malcolm is either a frustrated 
stonemason or a lost soul, depending 
on your point of view.

In Two Million, backcountry 
skier Greg Hill sets out to climb two 
million vertical feet in a year – the 
equivalent of hiking across North 
America and back again. “Because 
it’s there” and an abundance of 

adventurous spirit seems to explain 
his motivation. With the generous 
support of family and friends, Hill 
reaches his goal.

In True North: Canadian Tire 
Goes to the Mountains, three clueless 
Manitobans head into the Rockies 
with more balls than sense, making 
for a comic backcountry outing. Their 
bumbling antics on unfamiliar terrain 
gives new meaning to the phrase, 
“Kids, don’t try this at home,” or at 
least, not without training.

Concluding the program was 
Deeper, by Teton Gravity Research, 
featuring snowboarding as an act 
of gravity-defying adventure on the 
most vertical slopes imaginable. 
World-class snowboarders Jeremy 

Jones and Xavier de le Rue take 
big mountain snowboarding to the 
next level even for this already 
intense sport, plunging down straight-
up slopes at France’s renowned 
Chamonix and the Fairweather Range 
in Alaska. High production values 
make this film as compelling as a 
suspense-thriller as the audience 
literally holds its breath watching 
these men defy the impossible.

North Valley Mountain Film 
Festival organizers remind the public 
that in their goal to “inspire people to 
get out there and keep their cameras 
handy,” they have cameras and 
editing equipment available. Contact 
Gary Parkstrom at 250-358-2164 or 
parkstrom@gmail.com.

submitted by Brian Deobald and 
Beverley Darnell

The Celebration of Wellness in 
Nakusp is evolving, and a community 
meeting to discuss its evolution will 
take place April 23 at the NaCoMo 
Centre.

Key organizers of the event, 
Brian Deobald and Beverley Darnell, 
explain that over the past several 
years, the focus has been to provide 
a large interactive forum where 
the public could investigate and 
experience a range of healthy living 
opportunities and choices. “This 
has been successful in providing 
informed practical experiences and 
connecting practitioners together, but 
needs to go further to provide ongoing 
easy accessibility to these services,” 

Nakusp Celebration of Wellness to host community meeting
Deobald said.

Deobald and Darnell encourage 
all wellness practitioners to attend 
the community meeting, and to bring 
a friend. “We invite all wellness 
practitioners together to discuss a 
changing platform, one that could be 
continuous in supporting wellness in 
the community.” 

Specifically, they are hoping 
to develop an association that 
serves the mission statement of 
the Celebration of Wellness. The 
purpose of this association would be 
to increase awareness of practitioner 
abilities, expertise and to connect 
practitioners to resources, advertising, 
communicat ion and support . 
“Providing ongoing opportunities 
for the community to participate is 

one objective, but just as important is 
to ensure easy access and availability 
through strategies that keep everyone 
informed and knowledgeable about 
all aspect of wellness in our lives and 
in our community,” said Darnell. “We 
can accomplish this by having like-
minded individuals come together 
for a common purpose – to serve 
the entire community by providing 
choice in everyone’s endeavour for 
safer, healthier living.”

The Celebration of Wellness 
mission statement is: “We envision a 
community of empowered individuals 
who have an understanding of all 
the wellness options and resources 
available for attaining a healthy 
Mind, Body, and Spirit; thus creating 
a legacy for future generations to 

make informed choices regarding 
their health and well-being.”

Darnell adds, “When we speak 
of wellness the vision is one that 
encompasses all aspects of one’s life; 
nutritional, recreational, spiritual, 
social, physical, and emotional. 
Enveloped in this is the sense of 
family and community. We have a 
strong traditional medical structure 
which we all support and strive 
to maintain, and we also have a 
vast alternative health conscious 
community of practitioners and 
merchants.”

Call Brian Deobald 265-3893 
or Beverley Darnell 265-9977 for 
further information. To view the 
Celebration of Wellness website go 
to nakuspwellnessfestival.com.

submitted by Dr. Marcia Braundy
The West Kootenay Women’s 

Association’s Digital History 
Project, KootenayFeminism.com, 
is holding two workshops on digital 
video editing and uploading to 
YouTube. 

A Volunteers’ Training Workshop 
will take place on March 19 from 10 
am to 1 pm in Vallican and is free. 

The workshop for the public 
on video editing and uploading to 
YouTube will be held on March 26 
from 10 am to 1 pm at the Kootenay 
School of the Arts, 606 Victoria 
Street in the Meeting Room. Cost 
is $25. 

Miriam Needoba, who has a 
company called Small Town Films 
based in Nelson, will instruct both 
workshops, with Marcia Braundy as 
project manager. 

This digital archival website 
hosts the stories of many Kootenay 
women’s organizations: their 
struggles and successes from 1970 
to the present as they increase the 
successful participation of women 
in society. It also reaches back 
to the early days of the previous 
century with beautiful documents 
from the Kaslo Women’s Institute. 
Braundy just won the CRIAW 
(Canadian Research Institute for the 
Advancement of Women) Barbara 
Roberts Award for her work on this 
project. She notes that “it couldn’t 
have been done without all the 
wonderful, hardworking volunteers 
who contributed to the project’s 
success.” 

West Kootenay Women’s Association offers video editing workshops
The next phase of the project, 

partially supported by the Barber 
Digitization Program at UBC, 
includes digitizing the audio and 
video archives. The association 
is looking for volunteers to help 
with this process. These rich and 
inspiring archives include interviews 
with elders who created some of 

Canada’s finest organizations: 
Project Ploughshares and the Voice 
of Women; the many coordinators 
of the Nelson Women’s Centre 
over the years; Kootenay singers 
and songwriters; Women’s Festival 
events;  speakers at  the C-4 
conference at Selkirk; International 
Women’s Day celebrations; and 

What is Feminism? discussions.
To register for the public 

workshop, contact 250-352-5905. 
For the Volunteers’ Training 
Workshop, contact 250-226-7624. 
These workshops are sponsored by 
the Columbia Basin Trust through 
the Columbia Kootenay Cultural 
Alliance. 

submitted by Raid the North
With five months until teams 

gather in BC at the start line of Raid 
the North Extreme 2011, organizers 
say the event will soon be sold out.

Due to the rugged wilderness 
nature of the course, registration is 
capped at 50 teams. This ensures 
the highest standards of safety and 
logistical support is achieved at 
all times, and provides a world-
class experience for all teams, 
communities and partners of this 
internationally acclaimed expedition 
race.

The current roster of 47 
registered teams is quite diverse, 
both in terms of countries and 
experience levels. Canada and the 
US are well represented, almost 
from coast to coast, with teams 
coming from BC to Quebec, 
and from 16 states including 
Texas, Maryland, California, and 
Pennsylvania. Teams are also 
registered from Australia, Mexico, 
Ireland, Switzerland and St. Martin. 

The internationally acclaimed 
expedition race will happen July 
23 to 31, 2011, in the rugged and 

Raid the North expedition close to selling out
historic West Kootenay region. 
Four-person co-ed teams will travel 
six days non-stop, navigating a 
500 kilometre-plus unmarked 
expedition course through the 
Selkirk, Monashee and Purcell 
mountain ranges by foot, canoe, 
kayak, mountain bike and fixed 
ropes. An impressive eight teams 
have signed up from BC. While 
most are from the Vancouver area, 
local team Bearing in Mind is 
captained by Doug Clark from 
Castlegar. Clark and Castlegar 
native Chris Bullock are assembling 
a team of local adventure athletes to 
represent the West Kootenay. 

“I am a recent transplant to 
the Kootenays, and Chris grew up 
here,” said Clark. “We are looking 
forward to an epic adventure.”

In addition, Team Wild Rose 
is captained by Bart Jarmula from 
Revelstoke, with a team of some of 
western Canada’s most experienced 
and competitive racers, likely to 
give many of the top visiting teams 
a run for their money with their 
knowledge of the mountainous 
Kootenays. The Okanagan is 

represented by Team Kamloops 
Fire, captained by Mike Brown.

“We design true point-to-point 
courses that traverse the landscape 
as an early explorer would have,” 
explains race director Geoff 
Langford. “Competitors will have 
to deal with exhaustion, weather, 
elevation and anything else Nature 
will offer up that week. There’s a 
good chance they won’t finish this 
race. This is not a scavenger hunt or 
a day hike; this is real, challenging 
expedition racing.”

Raid the North Extreme is 
more than a challenging wilderness 
expedition. The race has always 
served as a platform to highlight 
the host region’s history, character 
and communities. The rich mining 
and pioneer spirit of the area will 
capture the imagination of racers as 
they experience abandoned railway 
trestles and tunnels, dormant 
volcanoes, old mining access trails 
and ghost towns.

For more information and 
registration details visit www.
raidthenorthextreme.com or contact 
adventure@raidthenorth.com.
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It is too late for Happy New Year 
so I am going to say Happy Chinese 
New Year. It is year 4079 in the Chinese 
calendar. For us, 2011 is going to 
be a busy year for Kaslo. We have 
birthday celebrations, completion of 
many projects and it is a municipal 
election year.

First, I would like to apologize for 
taking so long to write this Twitter. Being 
a single working mother in politics is 
challenging, but rewarding. There are 
2 regular Council meetings, 3 regular 
Committee meetings in the month, 
meetings as appointees to boards, and 
then we have Special meetings such as 
budget. There usually isn’t a week that 
goes by that we do not have a meeting 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and 
Thursday. It is rewarding, however, to 
be able to speak for and represent the 
single, working mothers in our province, 
and there are a lot of us.

I am going to dedicate this Twitter to 
two items: the process and policies that 
we follow and a short update on projects 
in the Village.

First, the process and policies. It is 
impossible to run the village without 
these processes and policies. Without 
them Council meetings would take 
forever, we would have no guidelines 
to base decisions on and nothing would 
get accomplished. These policies and 
processes have been perfected over the 
years to work the best. Here are some 
of the processes and policies we follow.

Council Meetings - we follow 
our Procedures Bylaw and Roberts 
Rules of Order to run our meetings. 
The Mayor facilitates the meeting and 
Councillors vote on recommendations. 
If an issue comes up on the agenda, we 
cannot discuss unless a motion has been 
presented and moved and seconded. 
Then Councillors have an opportunity 
to discuss and state their reasons for 
speaking for or against the motion. After 
everyone has been given a fair amount 
of time to speak the Mayor or Chair calls 
the motion and we vote. Democracy 
rules and the majority wins. Then the 
motion is CARRIED. If the vote is 
against the motion it is DEFEATED. A 
tie is also a DEFEATED motion. With 
some issues, there is more information 
needed or more discussion needed and 
we refer to committee.

Our meetings follow a process as 
well. The agenda is set by Wednesday 
at noon of the week before a Council 
meeting. As Council meetings are every 

second and fourth Tuesday, then the 
Wednesday of the first and third weeks 
is the cutoff for agenda items at noon. 
Delegations to meetings have to be 
requested by then. We had to perfect our 
delegation policy a few years ago as we 
were having too many delegations and 
they were taking too long. Delegations 
are for presentation of new information 
or requests for actions by Council. 
A proposed delegation comes to the 
village office, fills out a form, includes 
information for Councillors to read 
before the meeting and the Mayor and 
CAO decide whether the delegation 
will be allowed at the meeting. A 
maximum of three delegations are 
permitted at a meeting. Once at the 
meeting, delegations are given 10 
minutes to present the information and 
Councillors are then able to ask questions 
for clarification. Many times, requests 
from delegations are sent to committee 
to discuss and make a recommendation.

Some of the policies we have in 
the Village are: Park Use Policy, Beer 
Garden Policy, Road Closure Policy 
and Banner Policy. We have tried, as 
a Council and previous ones before 
us to accommodate everyone’s needs. 
Sometimes, people or groups come 
to Council and ask for exemptions or 
waiving of the policies. It is hard for 
Council to do that, as then we have to 
do the same for anyone. That is why 
we developed policies in the first place. 
It is not that Council does not want to 
support these endeavours but we spend 
a lot of time trying to make policies fair 
and just for all.

What’s happening in the Village?
City Hall - We are moving forward 

with two projects at this time: the 
geothermal and the sprinkler system. 
Both of these were made possible by 
grants through various sources.

The Library was forced to re-locate 
but we are hopeful that they will be 
able to return by the end of September. 
Council recently made a resolution 
to change the top floor use to allow 
us to not have an elevator, which was 
estimated to cost over 1 million dollars. 
It also means the Library will not lose 
the space they thought would be needed 
for the elevator. At this time, our plan is 
to just restore the top floor to its original 
state. The restoration of the windows is 
almost complete and we will then apply 
for another Heritage Legacy grant to do 
some other restoration aspects. We have 
also applied to Parks Canada to paint the 

exterior of the building.
Kemball Centre - We are putting 

geothermal heating into the Kemball 
Centre, which should pay off in less 
operating costs for the Village and is 
being completely paid for by Community 
Works grant funding. The building is 
currently fully occupied with the RCMP 
offices in the building.

Water Street - The committee is 
meeting once a month and is gathering 
information from a variety of sources. 
Their Terms of Reference gives the 
committee until the end of December to 
come up with a couple of plans for the 
public to view and have input into.

Septic failures were frequent on 
Front Street before the sewer system 
was installed.

Failing septic systems are damaging 
to the environment. A study that was 
done on the West Arm of Kootenay Lake 
that looked at the impacts of failing septic 
systems showed the possible future 
damage Kaslo’s failing septic systems 
could be doing. Another risk for Kaslo 
is “if a 1 in 200 year flood should occur, 
the health hazards from the flooded 
septic systems of the rest of the village 
would be greater than a breach of the 
treatment plant’s systems.” (Source: 
February 25, 1997 Appeal No.96/04(b) 
Environmental Appeal Board)

The village is currently exploring 
sewage connections for a new washroom 
building in the municipal campground 
and City Hall. In view of the importance 
of the RCMP continuing to serve the 
community, Council felt confident 
extending sewer service to the new 
detachment building. Other property 
owners have also shown interest in 
connecting to the sewer treatment plant.

A Liquid Waste Management Select 
Committee, comprised of community 
volunteers, is working to ensure that 
our Village is serving the liquid waste 
interests of the community in an 
environmentally friendly manner, for the 
greater good and in a fair and equitable 
manner.

To obtain a copy of the West Arm 
Report, contact Tracy Henderson at 
250-354-6356 or Tracy.Henderson@
gov.bc.ca

The committee’s Terms of Reference 
may be viewed at the village website 
www.kaslo.ca

Questions or correspondence can 
be directed to kaslosewer@gmail.com

Maureen Leathwood
Councillor, Village of Kaslo

Kaslo Council Twitter
Process and Policies at the Village of Kaslo

submitted by Carol Plato
The  newly  fo rmed  Kas lo 

Trailblazers Nordic Ski Club held a 
cross-country ski-a-thon on February 
20 along the historic wagon road from 
Fish Lake to Kaslo. The event was held 
to raise money and public awareness 
for the club’s family-focused programs, 
and its ambitious new project, the Mt. 
Buchanan Wilderness Recreation area. 

“It was an enormous success, 
with 29 participants ranging in age 
from five to 70,” says organizer Janis 
Lampimaki. “We still have a few 
pledges to come in, but it looks like 
we are going to reach our $2,000 
fundraising goal. Thank you all for 
your support – we live in such an 
incredible community!”

The Mt. Buchanan Wilderness 
Recreation area project involves the 
creation of a local, affordable and 
family friendly all-season/multi-use 
area which will welcome people of 
all ages, fitness levels and financial 
backgrounds – residents and visitors 
alike – to enjoy the spectacular outdoor 

Kaslo’s first annual Nordic Ski-A-Thon a sunny success
environment of the Kootenay region 
of Kaslo.

Shon Neufeld from Kootenay 
Mountain Sports drove the Kaslo 
Suffer Fest van, and Val Koenig from 
Kaslo Trailbazers provided a second 
shuttle van to transport skiers to the 
starting point and pick them up at any 
of the stopping points along the way. 
It was a perfect, sunny day for a ski – 
the spectacular conditions and views 
enticed nearly all the participants to ski 
the entire 28 kilometres. Lampimaki 
noted that the event was made possible 
by several teams of volunteers who 
spent the week prior to the Ski-A-Thon 
preparing the trail, making snacks 
for the rest points and preparing an 
evening meal for the participants. 
She extends a huge thank you and 
congratulations to each and every 
person who helped make the day such 
a success.

Of the ski club’s goals, one 
member said, “Our small town is a 
wonderful place to bring up a family, 
but it has somewhat limited facilities 

and programs available to youth, so 
we are especially excited about our 
plan to bring Cross Country Canada’s 
highly successful youth programs to 
the children of the area.” 

The club’s goal for the coming 
season is to provide a fleet of cross-
country ski equipment for 30 children, 
trained volunteers to teach the classes 
and at least one groomed area for 
the classes to take place. There has 
been tremendous support from the 
community already, and materials have 
been pledged for the lower warming 

hut as well as two overnight cabins, 
plus labor and equipment to build 
the lower parking area and some of 
the trails.

The initial building designs have 
been drawn and an architect has 
pledged to create the working plans. 
Katimavik and other volunteers have 
built a number of trail signs with 
donated lumber, and a trail guidebook 
is well underway. 

“We have a huge project ahead,” 
says Lampimaki, “and the most 
pressing need at this point is raising 

the money to get that fleet of skis for 
the kids, but based on past experiences 
with the amazing volunteerism and 
fundraising by the people in our 
community we are confident we’ll be 
ready to begin offering programs next 
ski season.”

For those interested in learning 
more about the Kaslo Trailblazers’ 
Nordic Ski Club and the Mount 
Buchanan Wilderness Recreation Area, 
contact Janis Lampimaki at 250-353-
2041, cell 250-353-8025, or email 
janislampimaki@yahoo.com. 

The Kaslo Trailblazers Nordic Ski Club’s first annual ski-a-thon had 29 participants 
ranging in age from 5 to 70.

by Jan McMurray
True Consulting has submitted 

a draft of the infrastructure planning 
study commissioned by the Village 
of Kaslo to look at the capacity of the 
Village’s water and sewer systems 
and possible cost recovery methods 
for expansion of those systems.

With potential for an additional 
70 serviced lots within the Village, 
the report states that the existing 
water supply infrastructure (piping 
and treatment) has capacity for build-
out within the municipality plus 
300 additional lots beyond Village 
boundaries.

However, water intake capacities 
may require improvements to 
accommodate this kind of growth, 
and the system would probably 
need more watermains, booster 
pump stations and reservoirs to 
accommodate such growth as well. 
The report states that the cost of 
the improvements to service 300 
additional lots would be in the 
millions of dollars, and the majority 
of improvements would primarily 
benefit future development, not 
existing residents.

The capacity of the sewer system, 
on the other hand, is “fully allocated 
and ‘spoken for’ by the existing 
specified service area.” The sewer 
system has extra capacity now, but it 

Report on Kaslo’s water and sewer finished
will be maxed out once all properties 
in the specified area, including the 
school, hook up to the system.

The report states that expanding 
service to the Village core would 
require an approximately $1 million 
upgrade to the treatment plant plus 
up to $5 million worth of sewer 
collection piping and lift station 
construction. These improvements 
would benefit future development 
only. The report also outlines several 
financial tools available to the Village 
to fund infrastructure projects. 

Passmore Lodge breakfast 
to celebrate return of spring
submitted by Slocan Valley Recreation

What better way to celebrate the 
return of Daylight Savings Time than a 
scrumptious breakfast at the Passmore 
Lodge? On Sunday, March 13, join 
members of the Slocan Valley Seniors 
Housing Society (SVSHS) from 9 am 
to noon for a great meal complete with 
live entertainment. It’ll feel like spring 
(hopefully) around the lodge as friends 
gather for waffles, pancakes, sausages 
and more. The local duo Tangerine 
will be providing the music during the 
morning to help set the perfect mood. 
The SVSHS is hosting this fundraising 
breakfast for the Lodge, which is now 
into its 11th year. For more information 
contact Shirl Bayer at 250-226-7543.
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24 HR TOWING
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Only $10-$30 

Managing your 
money

with the VanderBoom Team

Tax planning 
strategies for 
your retirement 
life

Tax planning is tedious and 
absolutely necessary at any age 
but especially after you retire. So 
let’s look at some tax management 
strategies aimed at maximizing your 
retirement income.

Split pension income - You 
could reduce your family’s total tax 
liability by allocating up to 50 per 
cent of your eligible pension income 
(which includes monthly pension 
payments and, where you are at least 
age 65, RRIF income) to your lower 
income spouse/partner for taxation 
purposes.

Share CPP/QPP benefits - 
Sharing these with your spouse/
partner can save significantly on 
taxes.

Plan RRIF withdrawals - These 
withdrawals are fully taxable so 
manage your taxable income by 

withdrawing as little as possible 
each month.

Take advantage of all your tax 
credits - Federal tax credits (some 
with equivalent provincial credits) 
reduce the amount of tax you pay. 
Use all that apply to you including 
the Pension Income Credit, Age 
Credit, Medical Expense Credit, 
Disability Credit, and Charitable 
Donations Credit, among others.

Use the Rule of 71 - Take full 
advantage of the tax-sheltering 
benefits of your RRSP by making 
your maximum contribution up to 
the end of the year you turn 71, at 
which time you will be required 
by the government to wrap up your 
RRSP(s) and convert the proceeds, 
usually to a RRIF. After age 71, 
consider putting any extra money 
into a Tax-Free Savings Account 
(TFSA) where the funds can continue 
to grow tax-free and/or contributing 
to a spousal RRSP until your spouse/
partner turns 71.

Consider a  guaranteed 
investment fund - This is a 
‘segregated fund’ that contains a 
guaranteed minimum withdrawal 
benefit so you can enjoy the potential 
investment growth of a mutual fund 
along with a guaranteed regular 
income which will not decrease.

Consider a Monthly Income 
Portfolio - This mutual fund option 
is more flexible and tax-advantaged 
than other non-registered options 
like a Guaranteed Investment 
Certificate (GIC) which locks in 
your money while locking it out 
of potentially higher returns and 
creating an immediate tax bill on 
redemption. A Monthly Income 
Portfolio is designed to provide 
maximum investment returns along 
with a monthly income, a part of 
which is treated as return on capital 
– a tax-deferral strategy that can 
increase your after-tax monthly 
income.

Tax planning might be tedious 
but saving on taxes never is. Your 
professional advisor can help ensure 
you get the most out of all tax-
reduction strategies for all your 
retirement years.

This column, written and 
published by Investors Group 
Financial Services Inc. (in Quebec – 
a Financial Services Firm), presents 
general information only and is 
not a solicitation to buy or sell any 
investments. Contact a financial 
advisor for specific advice about your 
circumstances. For more information 
on this topic please contact your 
Investors Group Consultant.

submitted by Amy Ferguson Institute 
Local composer, Don Macdonald, 

expects to finish the first draft of his 
new opera, KHAOS, by the end of 
March. Based on a libretto written 
by playwright, Nicola Harwood, 
KHAOS is a re-imagining of the 
ancient Greek myth of Demeter and 
Persephone set in a contemporary 
world of climate change and looming 
global catastrophe.

“It’s very exciting to be at the 
point of actually planning the first 
performances of the opera I’ve 
dreamed of composing for years 
now,” said Mr. Macdonald. “Working 
with my friend and neighbour, Nicola 
Harwood, on this project has been 
a most rewarding experience. Our 
easy and productive collaboration has 
made all the difference for a long and 
exacting project like this,” Macdonald 
concluded.

Ms. Harwood described the 
underlying theme of KHAOS as a 
question: What if a civilization’s greed 

and need for “progress” prevented 
Persephone from returning to Earth to 
console her grieving mother? Would 
the order of the seasons – that spring 
will follow winter, that the rains will 
follow the dry season – be broken? If 
climate change is upon us, what are 
the myths we will make of this time?”

Asked if this opera would be set in 
ancient Greece or in the contemporary 
world, Harwood replied that either 
was possible. “We’ve been too busy 
with the creative work to give much 
thought to the actual production as 

yet. I don’t know how we will decide 
to present the opera for the premiere 
production but I’m certainly looking 
forward to focusing my attention 
on the actual staging of KHAOS,” 
Harwood said.

 Macdonald and Harwood 
have been commissioned to write 
this new opera by Nelson’s Amy 
Ferguson Institute. Marty Horswill, 
the institute’s opera commission 
chair, said the institute plans to have 
its production company, Nelson 
Community Opera, mount the 

premiere production of KHAOS 
in early March 2012. “The world 
premiere performance of KHAOS 
will take place in the Capitol Theatre 
on March 8, 2012 followed by three 
more performances on March 9 and 
10,” Horswill said. “We are very 
pleased that Mr. Macdonald will be 
our Musical Director for the premiere 
and Ms Harwood will be the Stage 
Director,” he added.

Supporters of the Amy Ferguson 
Institute will be offered a sneak 
preview of a segment of the new opera 

performed live at our annual “Tapas 
& Tunes” fundraiser at the Nelson 
Rod and Gun Club on Friday, April 
15, Horswill announced. Members of 
the recently selected cast for KHAOS 
will perform a 10 or 15 minute 
segment of the work accompanied 
by Macdonald’s digitally sampled 
orchestration during this upcoming 
fundraiser.

Tickets for the Tapas & Tunes 
event are available by calling Marty at 
250-352-2595 or online at mar-lena@
shaw.ca.

Nelson’s new opera – KHAOS – nears completion

submitted
Castlegar Friends of Parks and 

Trails Society and Teck Metals Ltd. have 
reached an agreement that will allow the 
Ward’s Ferry Trail to remain open and 
accessible to area residents. The Ward’s 
Ferry Trail had been maintained by the 
Nelson Area Trails Society, which has 
now ceased to exist.

“Castlegar Friends of Parks and 
Trails Society is pleased to be able to 
step in and provide a means by which this 
important local public recreational asset 
may remain open. We will commence 
work on some of the specific items 
identified by Teck Metals Ltd. as in 
need of attention once the trail is easily 
accessible,” said Lawrence Redfern, 
president of the society. “The Nelson 
Area Trails Society did a fine job of 
keeping this trail in shape for West 
Kootenay residents for years and we will 
do our best to continue to maintain this 
trail at the highest standard.” 

The Ward’s Ferry Trail is open to 
hikers, cyclists, skiers and snowshoers 
and follows the shore of the Kootenay 
River from Glade north to the Rover 
Creek Forest Service Road.

The Castlegar Friends of Parks 
and Trails Society stewards roughly 70 
kilometres of trail in the West Kootenay 
area, primarily in Areas I and J near 
the City of Castlegar. “With Ward’s 
Ferry Trail, residents can enjoy a 
continuous trail from the City of Nelson 
property at the canal to Sunningdale in 
Trail. Partnerships with Teck Metals, 
Selkirk College, the Union of Spiritual 
Communities of Christ and some key 

individual property owners make this 
opportunity possible,” adds Redfern.

Although volunteer efforts in excess 
of 1,000 hours per year keep the society 
functioning, Castlegar Friends of Parks 
and Trails Society is also hoping to hire 

Castlegar Friends of Parks and Trails Society is the new steward for Ward’s Ferry Trail
a couple of local youth part time to help 
maintain the Ward’s Ferry Trail. 

“It all depends on funding,” notes 
Redfern, “but some youthful energy is 
key to complementing our volunteer 
efforts, particularly when it comes 

to trail tread work which requires 
strong, youthful backs!” Visit www.
friendsoftrails.org for information on 
the Ward’s Ferry Trail. Memberships of 
$10 help support the work of the society; 
information at the website.

by Jan McMurray
The RDCK’s Greenhouse Gas 

Committee came up with several 
ideas on how the organization can 
reduce its emissions, and all of them 
will be incorporated into the five-year 
financial plan (2011-2015).

The Province has asked local 
governments to reduce emissions by 
12 percent in 2011 and 20 percent 
in 2012. For the RDCK, 12 percent 
means 344 tonnes. 

If local governments cannot meet 
the goals set out by the Province, they 
can buy carbon credits from Pacific 
Carbon Trust, a Crown corporation.

Projects recommended by the 
RDCK committee to reduce emissions 
include installing electronic hardware 
at convenient locations throughout 
the district so that directors do not 
have to drive to Nelson for meetings, 
converting RDCK street lighting to 
more efficient systems, replacing 
computers with more efficient ones 

RDCK budget to include greenhouse gas reduction projects
at the Nelson office, contributing to 
the purchase of an electric zamboni 
at one RDCK arena, establishing 
an incentive program to encourage 
staff and directors to reduce use 
of vehicles to get to and from the 
office, and establishing an incentive 
program for construction of new 
homes with an EnerGuide rating of 
80 or above.

The RDCK’s Greenhouse Gas 
Committee also recommended that 
the board support the application 
to the Gas Tax Innovation Fund for 
a landfill gas collection and flaring 
project at Ooteschenia landfill near 
Castlegar. Staff is currently working 
on that application, which has an 
April deadline.

Mike Morrison, explained that 
the project would involve a series 
of extraction wells. Pipes would be 
inserted down into the waste mass, 
and fans and blowers would suck out 
the methane and direct it to a flaring 

system, where the methane would 
be destroyed and carbon dioxide 
created in its place. Morrison said 
there were options other than flaring 
the methane that they could look 
at, such as generating electricity or 
upgrading the methane to pipeline-
quality natural gas.

The project would cost an 
estimated $1 million, and the grant 
program will fund up to 100 percent 
of the cost of the project. The system 
would reduce emissions by an 
estimated 8,000 tonnes a year.

Morrison explained that once 
there is 10,000 tonnes of methane 
in a landfill, the Province requires a 
system such as this. The Ooteschenia 
landfill will not have that much 
methane for another 11 years. If the 
RDCK can install the system before 
it is required, they will be able to 
sell carbon credits. Once the system 
is required to go in, carbon credits 
cannot be sold against it.
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by Art Joyce
The Slocan Park Hall was packed 

the evening of February 22 with residents 
concerned about an application for 
development of a gravel pit in their 
community. According to resident 
Carol Hill, most residents at the meeting 
were not in favour of the development. 
Topping the list of concerns were noise, 
dust, and protecting drinking water. 

Peter Kabel of the Storbo Road 
Water Users Society (SRWUS) said 
the board has made a submission to 
the Ministry of Natural Resource 
Operations, noting that local water 
users have not been consulted about this 
application. SRWUS has 19 residential 
water service agreements and is legally 
responsible to have another three hook-
ups, with six more on a waiting list.

“We’re concerned that our ability to 
provide clean drinking water is going to 
be affected,” said Kabel. 

In the letter to the ministry the 
SRWUS board has stated: “We will not 
accept any development that puts risk 
on our water system and that does not 
assume any liabilities or responsibilities 
for cost of upgrades or purification 
systems.” They point out that no 

Slocan Park residents unhappy about gravel pit application
groundwater study has been conducted. 
Logging on both the subject property 
and on steep slopes above Storbo Road 
has “put risk to our system’s ability to 
replenish. These cutblocks were not 
taken into account in the assessment.” 

Part of the subject property is 
on what the Regional District has 
designated as a high-flow alluvial fan. 
The RDCK has regulations carefully 
governing development on alluvial fans 
and Kabel is concerned about how gravel 
extraction could affect water flow in the 
event of flooding. 

“They’d be taking out about 180 
feet of the mountain, which could cause 
flooding and loss of water,” said Hill. 

Operating hours proposed on the 
application are from 7 am to 6 pm, six 
days per week, which many residents 
feel do not take the residential nature 
of the community into account. Local 
roads have not been upgraded for heavy 
truck traffic, so the resulting increase in 
dust and possibly silica from the gravel 
pit could also represent a health threat 
as well as noise pollution. The SRWUS 
board notes that the shortest distance 
from a residence is 250 metres, with 
another 20 residences within 400 metres 

of the development.
“We figured out there would be 

about 10 trucks a day, meaning 10 full 
and 10 empty,” said Hill. 

The SRWUS letter objects to the 
operating hours as well. “We reject 
the mine operating from March to 
November. There should be no activity 
in that area during spring runoff for 
protection of our watershed and our 
roads.” 

Currently the Regional District does 
not have any zoning bylaws for Area H, 
but Kabel argues that by allowing this 
development to go head, the ministry 
is making local land use decisions, 
and with no regard for residents. The 
SRWUS letter explains: “If you look at 
the predominate use of land adjacent to 
and bordering this property… it would 
be zoned residential/light industrial. The 
proposed development does not fit into 
those categories.” 

Area H Director Walter Popoff was 
present at the meeting and, although 
supportive of residents’ concerns, 
wasn’t optimistic about their chances 
of defeating the application. Hill said 
residents understood this but are hoping 
for some negotiation with the ministry. 

In an email to the Valley Voice, Popoff 
wrote: “As Director for the Area I will be 
forwarding my comments and concerns 
to the ministry before March 17. I will 
be asking the ministry to address the 
concerns received from the surrounding 
residents. …(and) request the applicant 
hold a public information meeting in the 
Slocan Park community.” Popoff will 
ask MLA Katrine Conroy to support 
his request.

The SRWUS board has asked 
the ministry for a comprehensive 
groundwater hydrologic study; removal 
of the alluvial fan and 75-metre 
management zone from the excavation 
area; a comprehensive community 
impact study; a safe work plan submitted 
to affected residents; reduction of 
operating hours to 9 am-3 pm two days a 
week staggered; elimination of crushing 
from the operation; limiting the license 
tenure from 20 years to one year; and the 
creation of a noise-limiting berm. Popoff 
also recommended a dust fall analysis 
to meet Canada Health guidelines and 
sound testing.

Some discrepancies have been 
noted in the application depending on 
whether a copy is obtained directly 

from the ministry or from Front Counter 
BC. The latter does not seem to include 
all the relevant support material and 
documentation. 

“What I got from the ministry is that 
they’re putting out to the public what 
they feel is pertinent,” said Kabel. “My 
argument was, if it’s compulsory on the 
application, it should be compulsory to 
provide that information to the public.” 

Kabel added that a petition against 
the development containing some 80 
names will also be forwarded to the 
ministry. The public comment period for 
the application ends March 22. Director 
Popoff will be sending his comments in 
on March 17. Although applications are 
forwarded for comment to the Regional 
District and other agencies, ultimate 
approval rests with the Province. 

submitted
Land managers from provincial, 

regional and local organizations met 
recently to develop an invasive plant 
management plan for the Central 
Kootenay.

Invasive plant species like spotted 
knapweed, blueweed and Scotch broom 
are continuing to spread and impact 
agriculture, ecosystems, recreation and 
other natural resource values in the 
region. The Central Kootenay Invasive 
Plant Committee (CKIPC) is proposing 
to develop a regional plan that would 
identify priority sites and species for 
inventory, treatment and monitoring. 

The initial meeting held in Nelson 
brought together land managers from 
provincial agencies, utility companies, 
forestry companies, fish and wildlife 

Invasive plant management plan for Central Kootenay proposed
agencies, agricultural groups, non-profit 
societies, invasive plant committees 
and local government. After providing 
updates on current activities, the 
participants discussed the benefits of 
having a collaborative plan, broken out 
into manageable areas that they could 
work from. “The issue of invasive plants 
is a huge problem” says Rob Davidson 
from the Creston Valley Beef Growers. 
“It’s important that we work collectively 
rather than in isolation”.

During the meeting, participants 
delineated smaller sub-regional areas 
within the Central Kootenay called 
Invasive Plant Management Areas 
that were a more reasonable size for 
planning and on-the-ground operations. 
Ideally, priority sites, plants, inventory, 
treatments and monitoring will be 

described for each management area.
“The season for treating invasive 

plants is so short and there is so much 
to do” says Irene Manley from the Fish 
and Wildlife Compensation Program. 
“It’s important to work efficiently and 
strategically.”

This coordinated approach to 
planning and delivery is being used 
in the Boundary and East Kootenay 
areas. Marty Hafke, Coordinator of 
the East Kootenay Invasive Plant 
Council, says “It has been very helpful 
to bring different agencies and groups 
together and develop a program based 
on partnerships.”

The CKIPC is currently seeking 
funding to continue this planning process. 
“We hope to develop work plans for 
these new Invasive Plant Management 

Areas in the next few months” says 
Crystal Klym, coordinator of the CKIPC. 
“We know it will be extremely valuable 
towards promoting a collaborative and 
efficient approach to invasive plant 
management in the Central Kootenay.” 
For more information contact the Central 
Kootenay Invasive Plant Committee at 
coordinator@kootenayweeds.com or 
250-352-1160.

submitted by BC Timber Sales
The public is invited to review 

and comment on BC Timber Sales’ 
operating plan for logging and road 
building in the Arrow timber supply 
area and Tree Farm Licence 23 until 
April 26. 

The operating plan provides detailed 
information on proposed logging and 
road construction activities, and meets 
requirements as outlined in the approved 
2006-2011 forest stewardship plan for 
the Arrow Boundary forest district. 

The plan includes information 

BC Timber Sales invites public comment on Arrow Lakes cutblocks
on proposed logging in the following 
geographic areas: East Barnes Creek, 
Caribou Creek, Burton Creek, Hail 
Creek, Wragge Creek, Dog/Porcupine 
Creek, Big Sheep Creek, Cai Creek, 
Grassy Mountain, Iron Creek, 
Woodchuck Creek, Sheep Creek, Lead 
Creek and Stagleap Creek. 

Interested members of the public can 
also make appointments to view the plan 
until April 26 during regular business 
hours,  Monday-Friday 8:30 am-4:30 
pm, at the BC Timber Sales Castlegar 
office. Call Rick Mazzocchi, 250-365-

8654, or Dan Upward, 250 365-8620 to 
make an appointment. 

BC Timber Sales Kootenay business 
area has achieved sustainable forest 
management certification under the 
Sustainable Forestry Initiative standard 
for all its harvesting operations.

Maps showing the general location 
of the proposed development can be 
viewed online at http://www.for.gov.
bc.ca/bcts. Click on ‘FSP Documentation 
and Maps’ followed by ‘Operating Plan 
#6 Arrow.’ These files are best viewed 
by right-clicking and choosing ‘save as.’ 

by Jan McMurray
Schoo l  Dis t r i c t  No .  8  i s 

implementing ‘families of schools’ 
throughout the district.

Superintendent Jeff Jones explained 
that a ‘family of schools’ is a combination 
of schools that create a K-12 trajectory. 
In the Slocan Valley, for example, 
the family of schools is WE Graham, 
Winlaw, Brent Kennedy and Mt. 
Sentinel. In the Kaslo area, the family 
of schools consists of Jewett Elementary 
and JV Humphries.

School District 8 moves towards ‘families of schools’
“The schools will work together 

to understand the needs of all of the 
children in family,” explained Jones. “So 
the principals will meet regularly and 
talk about the students and how to best 
position resources among the schools.”

Jones believes that if the schools 
work closely together, the school district 
will be more able to provide a greater 
breadth of programming and services, 
while reducing duplication and gaining 
greater efficiencies.

Part of the families of schools 

concept is the establishment of a 
combination of more independent, 
online learning and face-to-face learning 
for students.

Never miss 
another Valley 
Voice deadline!
Sign up for our e-mail 

reminder list:
valleyvoice@netidea.com
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Valley Voice
The only newspaper that 

tells us what is going on in 
the Kaslo area. The only 
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North Kootenay Lake 
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kul@century21kaslo.com 

250-505-4722
Century21 Mountainview Realty Ltd.
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“Best Eggs Benedict Ever”
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Dinners, Wraps & Stir-Fry

Kemar’s Middle East Interiors
Persian & Tribal Rugs; Pillow Covers

Tapestries; Exotic Gifts & Jewelry
Beads for Pandora Bracelets
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(5 km N. of Ainsworth; 16 km S. of Kaslo)

10am – 5pm   Tues – Sat

250-353-2056

By Jan McMurray
• Councillor Cormie made a 

motion that council consider a late 
delegation to make a presentation 
on the Kaslo Golf Club proposal to 
remove trees. Mayor Lay pointed 
out that there were already three 
delegations scheduled for this 
meeting, which is the maximum 
according to council  policy. 
Councillor Leathwood said the issue 
of golf course trees had been before 
council three times, so there had 
been ample time for the citizens to 
go through the proper procedure to 
be a delegation. Cormie’s motion 
was defeated.

• The golf club was permitted to 
remove no more than two truckloads 
of marked trees from areas designated 
on their map. Councillors Frary and 
Cormie were opposed. Councillor 
Frary said he was opposed because 
the trees are part of Kaslo’s heritage, 
improve the aesthetics, act as a 
windbreak, and enhance safety by 
stopping wayward balls. He said 
there would be a greater demand on 
the Village water system to irrigate 
the golf course after the trees have 
been cut down. 

Council then set the following 
conditions to any additional tree 
removal on the golf course: a five-
year plan must be provided to council 
before any further tree removal; an 
arborist must be retained by the golf 

Kaslo council, February 22: Golf course tree removal approved
club to assess all trees on the golf 
course. Councillor Frary said he was 
in favour of this, but “after the horse 
is out of barn, now you’re going to 
close the gate.”

During public time, Rob Lang 
from the golf club asked Frary why 
he had such a “hate-on” for the golf 
course and said he felt Frary should 
be more knowledgeable before he 
speaks. Frary said he loves the 
golf course. Mayor Lay cut off this 
exchange.

• Jim Yount attended as a 
delegation and spoke critically 
of the work of the Water Street 
Planning Select Committee so far. 
He feels that the project should 
be limited to leveling and paving 
the street and defining the current 
number of parking stalls for now, and 
suggested that this should be done 
prior to the coming tourist season. 
His presentation was forwarded to 
the Water Street Planning Select 
Committee. 

•  S c o t t  Wa l l a c e ,  T R U E 
Consulting, gave a summary of 
his draft report on infrastructure 
cost recovery. He observed there 
is potential for a DCC bylaw for 
waterworks, but not sewer. The 
draft report was referred to the 
Development Services Committee for 
recommendation to council.

• Andy LeCouffe attended 
to speak about SufferFest 2011, 
planned for October 1 and 2. Several 
requests were made of the Village, 
including road closures. In order to 
address some merchants’ concerns 
about closing downtown roads on 
Saturday, the course has been re-
designed to allow for vehicular 
access to Front Street merchants on 
Saturday. This was referred to the 
Development Services Committee for 
recommendation to council.

• A February 7 update on 
the UBCM Fuel Management 
Prescription Project from Progressive 
Forest Management was received. 
The treatment area layout had begun, 
with draft prescriptions as the next 
step. It was noted that there is funding 
for this planning stage only. No fuel 
treatment work will be done until 
funding can be secured, and there is 
no funding available at this time.

A letter from Dirk Pidcock 
expresses concern that the mountain 
ash trees west of the arena and 
stretching along the north side of 
Balfour Avenue may be scheduled 
to come down as part of the fuel 
treatment project, as they are marked 
with red ribbons. These trees provide 
prime habitat for birds. His letter 
was referred to Progressive Forest 
Management.

• Council received a letter 

from Minister of Forests Pat Bell, 
following up on their meeting at the 
UBCM conference regarding the 
ongoing Keen Creek Road issue. Bell 
states that the Province is working 
towards changing the status of the 
road to a Forest Service Road, which 
“will allow greater flexibility in 
resolving the access to timber supply” 
for the community forest. Bell also 
says he is aware that the Village is 
in discussions with the local forest 
district regarding trading areas in 
the community forest agreement. 
He encourages continuation of those 
discussions. 

• A letter from Bernie Penner 
of Kaslo Bay Estates regarding the 
encroachment of Highway 31 on his 
private property was received and 
referred to Staples and Company 
for legal advice. The letter states: “If 
the Village is interested in trying to 
solve this encroachment issue then I 
am prepared to discuss solutions that 
are mutually beneficial, and I am also 
prepared to do this sooner rather than 
later. If not then I expect the Village 
will be eager to remove the highway 
from my land.”

• Councillor Leathwood asked 
council to consider a motion that 
the Village connect the future 
campground washroom building to 
the sanitary sewer system. She seemed 
quite frustrated because the project is 
held up until it is known whether or 
not the building can be connected to 
the system. Councillor Frary, also 
frustrated because he has voiced 
his concerns “innumerable times,” 
said once again that he wants to see 
a detailed plan drawn to scale and 
showing the exact location of the new 
building. The building is proposed 
to sit partially on the campground 
road, and Frary wants to know 
how traffic will be accommodated. 
He pointed out that the cost of 
the project would be affected by 
the location of the new building. 
Mayor Lay said that the foreman is 
knowledgeable and responsible, and 

he would have requested a detailed 
plan if he thought one was necessary. 
Councillor Cormie said she was 
concerned that the foreman does not 
want a plan. Councillor Hewat said 
she was “actually with Councillor 
Frary and Councillor Cormie” on this 
issue, as the campground committee 
had not presented anything to the 
Development Services Committee 
on this. The motion to connect the 
new building to the sewer system was 
defeated, and the matter was referred 
back to Development Services. 

• Mayor Lay advised that the 
following changes would be made 
to the existing standing committees 
of council. Councillor Frary will 
replace Councillor Cormie on 
the Development Services and 
Development Services - City Hall 
Committees, and Councillor Cormie 
will replace Councillor Frary on 
the Municipal Services Committee. 
Cormie and Frary wanted to know 
why this “cabinet shuffle” was 
taking place. Mayor Lay said it was 
“non-negotiable” and CAO Sawyer 
confirmed that the mayor has the 
power to make “non-negotiable” 
appointments.

• Erika Bird was appointed as the 
Village of Kaslo director to the Kaslo 
& District Community Forest Society. 
The creation of a priorities checklist 
for the Kaslo & District Community 
Forest Society appointee was referred 
to the Municipal Services Committee 
for recommendation to council.

• Larry Braley sent photos 
showing how a portion of 7th Street 
near his driveway gets plowed. He 
says the crew never sands this portion, 
so there is consistently a sheet of ice 
under the snow. He wonders if this is 
deliberate, and wants to know why. 
Council passed a motion that Braley 
be advised the municipality normally 
sands hills and corners during the 
winter season.

During public time, Jill Braley 
told council that their motion had not 
addressed her husband’s concerns at 

all. She said they had brought this 
forward many times and “no one is 
listening.” Mayor Lay said he leaves 
these decisions to Village crew, whom 
he thinks does a good job and makes 
informed decisions. “I wish we could 
maintain all public roads and spend 
the money to do that, but that’s the 
best we can do,” he snapped.

• An email was received from 
Glyn Humphries of the Nelson and 
Area Health Task Force, informing 
council that the new CT scanner at 
Kootenay Lake Hospital will only 
operate from 9 to 5 for the first year. 
He asked council what its position 
was on these limited hours, given 
the unanimous position council took 
to support the goals of the Health 
Task Force in 2009. Mayor Lay 
was directed to address this matter 
with the West Kootenay Boundary 
Regional Health District Board.

• A request by a group to camp in 
the overflow tenting area by the Vimy 
Park picnic shelter for four or five 
days in August for a Tai Chi activity 
was turned down, as per campground 
policy. Council wondered why the 
group did not want to camp in the 
campground.

• The Municipal Services 
Committee, at its February 21 
meeting, reached a stalemate 
regarding the Sign Bylaw. The 
sticky point is the grandfather clause. 
Councillors Frary and Leathwood 
were opposed to accepting the bylaw 
with the grandfather clause. Mayor 
Lay and Councillor Hewat were 
opposed to striking the grandfather 
clause. Staff was directed to review 
the committee’s issues with respect 
to the grandfather clause.

• Councillor Leathwood reported 
that the school district and Ministry 
of Highways have received several 
complaints on the maintenance of 
roads in the area, particularly north of 
Kaslo. Council agreed to send a letter 
to the Ministry and YRB reiterating 
School District No. 8’s concerns 
about highways maintenance.

submitted by the Langham
Brilliant guitarist Colin Godbout 

will perform at the Langham in Kaslo 
on Saturday March 19 at 8 pm. 

Godbout’s ‘global guitar’ concept is 
inspired by an LP he grew up listening 
to called Lenny Breau – Live! Recorded 
in 1969, the album was far ahead of its 
time in fusing American jazz, French 
Impressionism, Indian raga and Spanish 
flamenco. Critics are raving about 
Godbout’s guitar artistry, one drawing on 
the familiar Star Trek tagline to describe 
his work as “boldly going where no 
guitar has ever been before.” 

“Godbout is a guitar virtuoso,” 
the Winnipeg Free Press proclaims. 
“You’ll spend the evening listening to 
gorgeous,  jazz-infused renderings of a 
beautiful musical landscape.” Toronto 
entertainment magazine The Gate 
added, “Godbout is a brilliant guitarist 
and musical interpreter. In his hands the 
guitar becomes a whole rhythm section.”

He has also been described as 
“highly entertaining and a joy to listen 
to,” which is exactly why the Langham 
is the perfect place to hear this Canadian 
artist – an acoustically intimate setting 

Guitarist Colin Godbout to perform at Langham
which connects the artist with the 
audience, and vice versa.  Hope to see 
you there. 

Advance tickets are $15 at 

Sunnyside Naturals and Willow Home 
Gallery or $18 at the door.

For more information visit www.
thelangham.ca or www.colingodbout.ca. 

Colin Godbout will perform at the Langham on March 19.
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Wine & Beer Making Kits 
to satisfy all budgets!

Winlaw Brew-Op

5972 Cedar Creek Road, Winlaw • 226-7328

Take-Home Kits, or Brew it with Us!
Open 11:00 to 6:00 Tues. to Sat.

Specialty Coffees, Teas, 
U-Brews and Kits for Home
                    • Open Every DayNAKUSP  265-4701

3 5 8 - 7 7 6 9

A v A ’ s 
H a i r  s t u d i o

Far right entrance of the Wild Rose Restaurant in Rosebery

OPEN ALL WINTER

Slocan Auto &
Truck Repairs

24 hour towing 
BCAA, Slocan, BC  

355-2632

111 Mcdonald Drive, Nelson, BC
ph 250-352-3191

sales@mainjet.ca • www.mainjet.ca

NAKUSP GLASS
201 Broadway

265-3252
The clear choice for 
all your glass needs!

SALES & SERVICE
98 - 1st Street, Nakusp • 265-4911

OPEN TUES - SAT
CHAINSAWS
• Stihl
• Husqvarna
MOWERS
• Husqvarna
• Toro • Snapper
• Lawnboy

TRIMMERS
• Stihl
• Husqvarna
SMALL ENGINES
• Tecumseh 
• Honda
• Briggs & Stratton

AUTOMOTIVE	•	SMALL	MOTORS	•	MACHINE	SHOP
Caribou Service
(250) 265-3191

5549 Frontage Road
Burton, BC

24 Hr Towing and Recovery
Auto Repairs & Tires

Auto Parts

24 HOUR TOWING
1007 HWY 23, NAKUSP

PH: 265-4577

• welding repairs • full service 
& repair • licenced technician • 

radiator repairs & service • mobile 
service available • fast, friendly 

and

MOUNTAIN VALLEY STATION
BOTTLE DEPOT

Slocan City • 355-2245
Open MON - SAT  9-5

Your “Bottle Drive” Specialists

RECYCLINGJEWELRY

Nakusp   265-4406

BCAA Towing

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Nakusp Taxi
250-265-8222

Pick up and Delivery
Let us get it for you

• Auto parts • Groceries
• Pharmacy • Cigarettes
• Take out food

Just let your local business know your needs 
and we will deliver them to you.

Alcoholic beverages until 11:00 pm

HAIR

Wholistic Midwife
Lana Knoll 
250-353-2213
maramamidwife@yahoo.ca

Honouring natural childbirth through 
nourishing body, mind and spirit, and 
by embracing family and community.

MASSAGE THERAPIES
Myofascial, Swedish, Lymphatic, Joint Play, Craniosacral, 

Visceral, Somatoemotion, Chakras, Nutrition etc.
MTA rates (Low income consideration)

also MSP, WCB, ICBC & care plans
Garth R. Hunter, R.M.T.

Slocan Health Clinic - Thursdays
250-358-2364 • Mobile & Office

FULL SPECTRUM HEALTH
• Deep Tissue Massage

• Nutritional Consultation
• Reiki

     Sliding Scale - Mobile Service
Daniel Thorpe  250-358-6808

HEALTH	•	WELL	BEING	•	FITNESS	•	ENVIRONMENT

COLES RENTALS
HEATERS (PROPANE & ELECTRIC)

PLATE TAMPERS, JUMPING JACKS, REBAR BENDER 
JACKHAMMERS, HAMMER DRILLS, CONCRETE 

MIXERS, CONCRETE SAWS, TILECUTTERS, 
BLOCKCUTTERS, SCAFFOLDING, FLOOR SANDERS, 
NAILERS - ALL TYPES, LM ROTARY LAZER TRANSIT, 

GENERATORS, WATER PUMPS, COMPRESSORS, 
INSULATED TARPS, PRESSURE WASHERS, ROTO 

TILLER, LAWN COMBER, AERATOR, PROPERTY PIN 
LOCATOR, CHIPPER/SHREDDER, GAS POST HOLE 

DIGGER, WOODSPLITTER, CONCRETE FLOOR 
GRINDER ...AND MUCH MORE!

PHONE 358-2632
1-888-358-2632

EQUIPMENT	RENTAL

BAKERY
Sappho’s Bakery
Rear, 309 Kildare St. New Denver
    Winter Hours: Open Thurs-Sat. 
       Pizza, Fresh Bread Daily
                358-2119

BREWING

Jo’s Jewelry
Custom work and repair in 

silver and Gold, by appointment

358-2134
new denver, Goldsmith Jo-anne barClay

Spectrum Home & Family Care
Helping you maintain 

YOUR lifesyle!
Free consultations 

in the West Kootenay!
250-265-3842

spectrumcares@telus.net

Hand & Soul Wellness Centre
Larry Zaleski, D.C.    Chiropractor

Mondays & Fridays - Silverton • Every other Wednesday in Winlaw or Nakusp

Sue Mistretta, M.A., CCC    Counsellor/Expressive Arts
358-2177 www.handandsoul.ca

This space could be yours for 
$11.00 + GST per issue.
Call 358-7218 or email: 

valleyvoice@netidea.com
for details

Personal Classifieds start at $8.00
Call 250-358-7218 for details

This space could be yours for 
$11.00 + GST per issue.
Call 358-7218 or email: 

valleyvoice@netidea.com
for details

This space could be yours for 
$11.00 + GST per issue.
Call 358-7218 or email: 

valleyvoice@netidea.com
for details

ANNOUNCEMENTS
SPRING HAS SPRUNG at Willow Home 
Gallery! Lift your spirits with something 
new to freshen up your bed, bath, table 
or living area. New shipments arriving 
daily! Winter clearance items too! Kaslo 
250-353-2257.
K E M A R ’ S  M I D D L E  E A S T 
INTERIORS specializing in Persian & 
Tribal Rugs, has moved from downtown 
Kaslo to 4259 Woodbury Village Rd. (5 km 
north of Ainsworth; 16 km south of Kaslo). 
Open 10 am to 5 pm Tues-Sat (or by appt). 
250-353-2056.
WE INVITE FRIENDS to join our family 
in sharing the memories of our father, 
Frank Pho, at the Royal Canadian Legion 
in Nelson, BC on May 7 at 1:30 pm. Thank 
you to the ladies of the Legion who will 
serve a lunch.
DEADLINE FOR CKCA Programs 1 & 
2 is Friday, March 11 at 5 pm. Drop off 
applications on Friday at Hand & Soul Healing 
Centre (8-2177) or mail to Box 123 Silverton.

AUTOMOTIVE
!WOW! 08 PONTIAC WAVE 4-cyl, 
4-door, AT, $2700 below retail. $0 down, 
$95 biweekly O.A.F. $8,500 obo cash. 
265-4419.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES
UNEMPLOYED and thinking of starting 
your own business? Community Futures 
offers the Self Employment grant, business 
loans, counselling and training in the Arrow 
& Slocan Lakes area. For more info leave 
a message at 265-3674 ext. 201 or email 
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

COMING EVENTS
MARTIAL ARTS FOR WOMEN – Learn 
self-defense. Now starting in Nakusp. Tuesday 
and Thursday, 7-9 pm. Call Vito 265-4914.
CUP AND SAUCER Literary Open Mic 
nights continue every third Thursday of 
the month, 7 pm. Readers and writers both 
welcome, as are musicians interested in 
accompanying spoken word performances.
ST. PADDY’S CASINO NIGHT Saturday 
March 19 at the Slocan Legion Hall. 5 pm 
Cocktails, 6 pm Casino, 7pm Buffet - cost 
$15, 8 pm more Casino. Tickets at Mountain 
Valley Station or phone 355-2672 to 
reserve. No minors please.
EUPHORICS CONCERT, April 2, 
Silverton Hall, $15. See article this issue 
for details. Tickets at: Otter Books (Nelson), 
Winlaw Minimart, Silverton Bldg Supplies, 
Garden Graces (New Denver), Broadway 
Deli (Nakusp), J & S Snacks (Fauquier).

PHARAOH’S FABULOUS FEAST 
- Join the revolution through your taste 
buds and support Egyptian freedom in 
your heart. March 12 at the Cup & Saucer, 
hosted by Loving Spirit. The appetizer is a 
Mazza plate with Babaganoush, hummus, 
tzajik with pita. A main course of Kofta or 
traditional Egyptian Fava bean Falafel in 
Tomato sauce, accented with a Red Pepper 
stuffed with rice & pine nut pilaf and mixed 
greens with apricot dressing. Completed 
with a dessert of Homemade Halva. Only 
$20 per person, By Reservation Only ~ 
take out available ~ call The Cup 358-2267 
or Loving Spirit 358-7773 lovingspirit@
rocketmail.com.
KOOTENAY DANCE BEAT SOCIETY 
dance March 19 at the Junction Church 
7:30-10:00 pm, $5 members and $8 
non members, everyone welcome. New 
memberships are available. No alcohol 
please. Check out www.dancingbeat.org 
for details.
DINNER AT THE CUP - Saturday, 
March 26 – Madeleine’s Mexican Feast: 
albondigas soup, shredded beef enchilada 
OR chicken breast with a tasty green sauce, 
black refried beans, salad and sherbet 
for dessert. $20. 5:30 & 7:15. Questions 

and reservations call 358-2475. Take out 
available.
HAND & SOUL Wellness Centre in 
Silverton presents Brain Gym/balance 
boards workshop on Saturday, March 12 
(1-3) $15. “Awakening the Heart” Mandala 
expressive arts workshop on Saturday, 
March 19 (1-5) $30. Family constellations 
on Sunday, March 27 (9:30-4:30) $55. Call 
358-2177 to register.
FOR THE LOVE OF POETRY at the 
Nakusp Public Library on Friday, March 
11 at 7 pm. Everyone invited to enjoy an 
evening of poetry and refreshments.
PUBLIC WORKSHOP: Introduction to 
Editing & Uploading to YouTube.com. 
Saturday, March 26, 10 am–1 pm. Kootenay 
School of the Arts: 606 Victoria Street, 
Nelson: Meeting Room. Sponsors: WKWA, 
CKCA, KootenayFeminism.com. Cost: 
$25. To register: 250 352-5905.
THE SILVERTON COMMUNITY 
CLUB will be holding their Annual Car 
Wash on Saturday, March 19. It will 
take place outside the Village Office in 
Silverton, from 10 am-3pm. The car wash 
is by donation and refreshments will be 
available for sale.

SUNDAY BREAKFAST March 13, 9-12 
at Passmore Lodge. 3650 Passmore Old 
Road. Live music by Tangerine. Cost $8. 
A Slocan Valley Seniors Housing Society 
fundraiser. Everyone welcome.
EVENTS AT THE SILVERTON 
GALLERY include: “Women Celebrating 
Women” music, spoken word, art, dance 
and potluck, on Saturday, March 12 at 7:30. 
Kootenay Kids Camp March 21-25 (9-3), 
w/show on Machr 26 (1-3). Call 358-7773 
to register. Mark your calendar for April 
7 for Jackee Guillou Jazz Quintet at 7:30.

FOR RENT
FOR RENT: 1,664 sq ft of commercial 
space in downtown Nakusp. Present 
zoning: Institutional Mixed Use and part 
of the Downtown Development Use. 
Location: 619 Broadway Street (Nakusp 
Music Fest building). Space consists of 
2 bays of approx. 860 sq ft plus storage, 
office space and two washrooms. Space is 
presently used by the Ambulance Services 
and will be made available for rent by 
July 1, 2011. For more information, call: 
250-265-2141.
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CONSTRUCTION
FOUNDATIONS • FRAMING
ROOFING • RENOVATIONS

Specializing in Timber Framing

250-265-4525

HALL LUMBER 
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat 
10 am to 5 pm

PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd. 

Edgewood, BC

FOR ALL YOUR 
PROPANE NEEDS

365-9958
1-800-471-5630

Your local bulk dealer & service centre

• Registered Septic System 
designer and installer •
• Ready Mix Concrete • 

• Lock Blocks • Drain Rock • 
• Road Crush • Sand & Gravel • 

• Dump Trucks • Excavator • 
• Crusher • Coloured Concrete • 

• Site Preparation •
Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
Ph. 265-4615 • vieirac@telus.net

Installation and maintenance 

call Jim Berrill
(250) 359-5922

JEMS Propane Ltd.

Tradesman Electric
commercial • residential 

new construction • renovations
Reliable friendly service

Free Estimates Call Steve 226-7163

CONSTRUCTION	•	HOME	•	GARDEN	

YOUR VALLEY COMFORT AND BLAZE KING DEALER 
SPECIALIZING IN WOOD/ELECTRIC, WOOD/OIL AND 

WOOD/GAS COMBINATION FURNACES
Certified • Insured

COMPLETE SALES 
SERVICE AND 
INSTALLATION

Slocan City, BC • (250) 355-0088
website: www.kootenayfurnace.com

email: kfurnace@netidea.com

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Crescent Bay 

Construction Ltd.
Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431 
• Email cresbay@telus.net

KF PowerVac
Duct Cleaning & Duct Sanitizing

Local: 355-2485 • Toll-free: 1-888-652-0088
email: kfurnace@netidea.com

Peter’s New & Used Windows & More
Sales & Installations

• Energy Efficient Vinyl & Wood Windows •
• Residential Installations & Renovations/Upgrades •

• Wooden & Metal Doors •
Peter Demoskoff • Cell: 250-608-0505

Tel: 250-399-4836 • Fax: 250-399-4831

J.C. Roofing Company
For all your roofing needs

Serving the Arrow and Slocan Lakes
16 years of professional installations

WCB • All work fully guaranteed
We also install Soffit and Vinyl Siding

For your free estimate, Call 
Curtis Roe at 250-265-9087

• general contractor 
• new homes & renovations 

• design/build 
HPO licensed/Home Warranty 

Fully insured. 30 yrs.+ exp./ cert. 
carpenters/ foundation to finish/

custom trim/heritage work. 
Call Drew 250- 353-2450.  

0850743 B.C. Ltd. dba Vista Custom Builders

Bergevin Electrical 
Inc.

Please call 
250-358-7172 

or 250-354-4171 
and leave a message

Free Estimates. Certified, 
Licenced, And Insured

Serving New Denver, Nakusp 
and the Slocan Valley

COMPUTER

ken@palmercomputerservices.com

Palmer
Computer 
Services

- Repairs 
- Upgrades 

- Consulting
Microsoft Certified 
Systems EngineerPhone: 355-2235

Indoor Garden 
Supplies

Castlegar
250-304-2911

1730 Hwy 3, Selkirk Spring Building
dan@canadiangardensupply.com

Jim Pownall & Co.
LOG & TIMBER FRAME HOMES

New Denver • BC
250-358-2566

jpownall@telus.net

Uncommon Ground Farm 
& Landscape

Now booking landscape projects for the 
2011 season!

Design & Installation
cell: 250-354-8661 • uncommonground@ 

columbiawireless.ca

Even little ads 
get noticed in the 

Valley Voice

HARDWOOD 
FLOORS ONLY 

100% CANADIAN FLOORING 
AT WHOLESALE

Prefinished, antique R. Oak - Maple 
3 ¼ x ¾ $4.59/sf pallet – Import Eng 

Prefinished $3.99/sf pallet
 Bamboo – Cork from $2.99/sf 

Glue Down
AT JUAN’S – 1503 Hwy 3A Thrums

250-399-6377 Mon-Sat 8:30 am-5 pm

CLASSIFIED ADS

peacock 
collective

organic housekeeping 
ueco friendly housekeepinguyard & garden maintenanceu 

general labour workuWCB insured trade worker’s helper 
upost renovation clean upuorganization & de-cluttering in 
home or shopuhelping hand with carpentry & alternative 

building projectsuhome check-ins and visit preparationsu

Gift Certificates available
Serving Nakusp Burton New Denver Silverton

reliable & fully insured
Sondra Krajewski
250.265.8479

www.peacockcollective.ca

Next Valley Voice 
Deadline:

March 18, 2011

FOR RENT
LIVE THE DREAM in Trout Lake, BC - 
Brand new post & beam duplex available 
April 1. 2 bedroom, 1.5 bath, loft, garage, 
washer/dryer. $1000 per month. 1 year 
lease, smoker/pets neg 250-838-0213 or 
troutlakebc@gmail.com.
ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS for 
subsidized independent living seniors 
housing at Passmore Lodge in Passmore. 
Lovely riverfront grounds, on bus route, 650 
sq feet one bedroom apartments, in-floor 
heat, ample windows, patio, garden plots. 
Plus a large Community Use Area for senior 
outreach activities like fitness programs, 
art shows, and community breakfasts and 
celebrations. Seniors country living at it 
finest! svseniorshousing@netidea.com or 
call 250-226-7136.
CLEAN 3-BDR HOUSE in Nakusp, in 
quiet neighbourhood. Available April 1. 
$750. Evenings 250-265-4792.
OFFICE IN SILVERTON is available for 
rent for $150 (includes hydro). Call 358-
2177. Studio/loft available nitely, weekly, 
monthly - call for rates.

FOR SALE
2” PLANER, 3 HP, single phase. Excellent 
condition. $1,500. Evenings 250-265-4792.

HELP WANTED
TRAFFIC CONTROL PEOPLE 
NEEDED for Kaslo, New Denver, 
Silverton, Nakusp, Edgewood areas. Must 
have valid traffic control ticket, driver’s 
licence and own vehicle. Contact Kim at 
250-265-3850.
V O L U N T E E R  T R A I N I N G 
O P P O R T U N I T Y  w i t h  w w w.
KootenayFeminism.com. Learn computer/
video skills/YouTube.com, contribute to 
Kootenay History. Training Workshop 
March 19, Vallican 10-1. Register: (250) 
226-7624.

IN MEMORIAM

A better friend in life I could not know
We walked our path together hand in paw
You often said that I was your shadow
Whenever you took two steps I took four

I’m sorry that you had to let me go
And I’m not there to pacify your pain
But here’s a piece of truth that you should 
know
The two of us will be a pair again

I feel no pain so weep for me no more
I’m young again; it really makes me smile
I’ll meet you when you come to heaven’s 
door
And you can be my shadow for a while.
IN MEMORY OF MY BEST FRIEND 
AND PRECIOUS COMPANION, 
CHICO MANCIA. BORN: 1 Dec, 1995 
- DIED: 8 March, 2010.

I was lucky to have known and loved a 
mutt named Chico for over fourteen years.

Over the years, this remarkable, 
courageous, mixed-matched little dog, 
whose life began in an American Puppy 
Mill, - sold to a pet store as a genuine 
“Chihuahua” (yeah right!) - beat the odds:

He was poisoned by an irresponsible 
neighbour who put out chunks of poisonous 
food intended to kill squirrels.

He came through major surgery to 
remove five large kidney stones.

Survived a vicious coyote attack that 
left nine puncture wounds.

Pancreatic failure that led to diabetes 

mellitus. He was insulin dependent for 
the rest of his remaining years, enduring 
injections up to 17cc’s twice daily until 
his little neck was nothing more than a 
pin cushion.

Was trod on by a horse, dislocating 
his tail.

Eventually, he went blind from 
cataracts.

Finally, he was diagnosed with 
Cushing’s disease (liver cancer). His liver 
was so enlarged to the point of crushing 
his vital organs, and yet, he hung on to be a 
companion, confidant, and protector for his 
selfish owner who just couldn’t to let go... 
suffer the emptiness without him... the hole 
in the heart... the overwhelming sorrow... 
unable to bear the thought of losing the only 
true friend, and the love of her life. 

Last year, the call to end his life 
mercifully was the hardest thing I’ve ever 
done. The look in his eyes to this day still 
haunts me: Did I do the right thing having 
him “put down”? Yes. I couldn’t bear to see 
him suffer a day longer.

Now, the brave little Taco Bell Chico 
is in “Doggie-Heaven” free of pain... 
free of the control power bestowed by 
humans... free to roam the heavens whole. 
He lies peacefully under an Inuksuk stone 
memorial in a fenced orchard in our garden 

to watch the sun rise once more. He is 
wrapped in his favourite, fleecy blanket. 
He is wearing the Harley Davidson collar I 
bought for him some years back.

Sleep the sleep of peace my precious 
little companion. You’ll never ever be 
forgotten.

Until we meet again. 
-Your heartbroken friend and Mum Lucy, 

and your lovingly Dad Hector.
NOTICES

FOR INFORMATION ON AA OR 
ALANON MEETINGS contact in New 
Denver: 358-7904 or 358-7158; Nakusp 
265-4924; Kaslo 353-2658; Slocan 355-
2805; South Slocan 226-7705.
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Legendary Meats 
Custom Cutting & Sausage 

Making, Curing & Smoking of 
Bacons & Hams

Mobile BBQ Services & Hog 
Roaster Rentals

• Christmas Tree Sales •
www.legendarymeats.ca
Phone/Fax: 250-226-7803
2826 Hwy 6 • Slocan Park

MEAT	CUTTING

Ann’s Natural Foods
Ann	Bunka

- 358-2552 -
805 Kildare St., New Denver

Slocan Village Market
Groceries, fresh produce, fresh meat, 

Agency Liquor, organic foods, 
in-store deli, in-store bakery.

Open 7 days/week, 9 am - 8 pm
Slocan, BC • ph:355-2211 • fax: 355-2216

NEW DENvER  
358-2443 358-7292

Your Local Grocer

SILvERTON

RESTAURANT/COFFEESTAND

   WINTER HOURS
      8 AM - 9 PM

QUALITY PIZZA anytime!
265-4880
Air Conditioned

93-5th Ave. Nakusp
Non-Smoking

laceNick’s
P

Seven Days a Week!

Lemon Creek 
Lodge & Campground

Year-round facility
Licensed Restaurant
Open Thurs - Sun

5 PM - 8 PM
Reservations: 1-877-970-8090

The Apple Tree 
Sandwich Shop

Soup, Sandwiches & Desserts
358-2691

Mon. - Fri. 7 A.M. - 4 P.M.
Sat. 11 A.M. - 4 P.M.

	GROCERY	•	HEALTH	FOOD

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

¶

• Health Products, healing sessions
• New Age cards & books
• Sensual products

320 BROADWAY ST. NAKUSP  265-3188

Health Centre

¶¶ ¶¶¶

Re-Awakening

www.jonesboysboats.com
Ainsworth, British Columbia

4080 Hwy 31 N
Call: 1-877-552-6287

(250) 353-2550 Fax (250) 353-2911

HARBERCRAFT

PAULA CONRAD
HOME: (250) 358-2707

SelKirK realTy
265-3635

Free Consultation

E-mail: paulaconrad@royallepage.ca
Website: www.royallepage.ca/selkirkrealty

HUB INTERNATIONAL 
BARTON 

INSURANCE 
BROKERS

For all your 
INSURANCE 

needs
265-3631

1-800-665-6010

RECREATION

PROFESSIONAL	SERVICES

 Passmore
 Laboratory Ltd.
Water Testing • Flow Measurements
CAEAL certified to test drinking water
We’re in the Valley at: 1-250-226-7339
Jennifer & Tony Yeow passlab@xplornet.com

Colour/B&W Laser Printing/Copying • Digital Photography
Word processing • Scanning • Faxing • Binding • Laminating
CUSTOM CARDS • BROCHURES • CALENDARS • NEWSLETTERS

The best selection of photo cards of local views anywhere
1007 Josephine St. (Box 298), New Denver

Ph. 358-2435     essay@direct.ca     Fax 358-2607

Ph: 359-7111  Fax: 359-7587
www.playmorpower.com

Playmor Junction Hwy 6 & 3A
1043 Playmor

THE RIDE SAYS IT ALL

CLOTHING

The Clothes Hanger

Men’s & Ladies Clothing

400 Front St • Kaslo • 250-353-9688

Natural Food Store

422 Front Street • Kaslo, BC
1-250-353-2594

Silverton, BC
Monday - Saturday 8:00-4:00

Soup, Stews, 
Meat Pies, Treats 
and Great Coffee

358-2267

The Cup 
and 

Saucer Café

USED	GOODS
Even little ads 

get noticed in the 
Valley Voice

Paul Merrifield
• Bookkeeper •

250-358-6806 work
250-505-9748 cell

pauljmerrifield@gmail.com

This space could be yours for 
$11.00 + GST per issue.
Call 358-7218 or email: 

valleyvoice@netidea.com
for details

MEMORIAL 
HALL 

Weddings, Parties, Reunions, 
Concerts, Funerals, Meetings
To book call Sue:  250-358-2711

HALLS

THINKING OF BUYING OR 
STARTING A BUSINESS?

• Free Business Planning Workshops
• Self Employment Grant
• Business Counseling

• Business Loans
250-265-3674 loc 201       

Your ad could be here for 
only $11.00 + HST per edition
Contact us at valleyvoice@
netidea.com for details, or 

call 250-358-7218

Fullabeans Espresso Stand
Espresso • Snacks • Lunch

Open 7 days a week, 7 am - 2 pm
704 Arlington, Slocan City

beside the gas station
250-355-2889 to order

CLASSIFIED ADS

The Donation Store
Main Street • New Denver

Open 10 am - 2 pm • Monday - Saturday 
(depending on available volunteers)

Help us help you

C O N T I N U I N G  E D U C AT I O N 
CLASSES:
Occupational First Aid level 1 & 
Transportation Endorsement Mar. 21 
& 22:
Gardening classes, Pruning, Soils and 
Greenhouses, Mar. 26 & 27:
Project Management and Strategic 
Planning, Mar. 28:
Cool Climate Viticulture, Mar. 30-Apr. 3:
AIRBRAKES, Apr. 1-3:
FOODSAFE, Apr. 4:
Vegetarian Living and Raw Foods, 
Apr. 9:
Holistic Health Practices, breathing- 
visualization- yoga, Apr. 9:
Digital Cameras for beginners and 
advanced, Apr. 9 & 10:
Oil Painting Techniques with Boukje 
Elzinga, Apr. 16 & 17:
Learn to Felt; Basic of Wetfelting: 
Needlefelt; Sculpting with Wool, Apr. 30
YOU MUST PRE-REGISTER FOR 
ALL CLASSES. 
For more information and registration call 
Selkirk College 265-4077 Tue. To Thur. 
11 am-3 pm

OBITUARIES
PERCY GUY CHARLES - It is with deep 
sadness that we announce the passing of our 
father, son, brother and uncle, Percy Guy 
Charles. Guy leaves to mourn his only child, 
Beau (Sheryl), his mother, Pat, his sisters, 
Bev (Ted), Joan (Rick), Shelley (Bruce), 
Sandra (Rob), and Tracy (Rob) and one 
brother, Peter (Iris), as well as many nieces 
and nephews.

Percy was born September 24, 1947 in 
Grande-Clairiere, Manitoba to Gabriel & 
Pat Charles. He spent his early years in St. 
Vital and at the young age of 16 he entered 
the Princess Patricia Light Infantry. He was 
stationed in Europe and was also a Peace 
Keeper in Cyprus. After he left the armed 
forces Guy lived in Australia, Europe and 
then he finally settled in British Columbia. 
He loved the BC lifestyle and people. After 
many years in BC, he came back to be 
with his mother and sisters in Winnipeg. A 
celebration of his life took place on March 
8 at Chapel Lawn Funeral Home at 2 pm.

SHIRLEY WINNIFRED 
CHRISTOFFERSON (nee Lindstrom)

January 7, 1923 - February 21, 2011
Shirley was born to Fred and Gladys 

Lindstrom 88 years ago. She grew up in 
the Salmo-Erie area. Shirley moved to the 
Coast after her schooling where she lived 
and worked for many years. She returned 

to Slocan City and owned ‘Shirley’s Coffee 
Shop’ for several years. She moved to 
Ruskin and then Agassiz, where she had 
many friends. Her last years were spent at 
the Mountain Lake Senior Community in 
Nelson where she had exceptional care. She 
is survived by her sisters, Naomi Lindstrom 
of San Fransisco and Carol Mousel and 
family of Reno. She will be remembered 
by her stepbrothers Bob and Jim Barkley 
and stepsister Anne Quenneville and their 
families, as well as her many old friends. 

Donations in her memory may be made 
to: The Southern Interior Bluebird Trail 
Society, Box 494, Oliver, BC  V0H 1T0.

SERVICES
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL 
SEPTIC TANK CLEANING: “Serving 
the Valley” 7 days/wk, 24-hr. All-Around 
Septic Services, Don Brown (250) 354-
3644, emergency 352-5676.
ROGAN ELECTRIC Residential, 
commercial, industrial wiring. Local 
references available. All work guaranteed. 
“We get the job done.” 353-9638.
C O L L E E N  N A H N Y C H U K 
BOOKKEEPING. By Appointment. 
Tel: 551-7054 Fax: 1-888-370-4938 
cntaxprep@gmail.com.
KOOTENAY ESPRESSO MEDIC 
(@gmail.com) We actually fix espresso 
machines. Home, commercial, manual, 

automatic, and grinders. Vintage sales. 3598 
Hwy 6, Passmore. 250-551-2577.

SLOCAN VALLEY RECREATION
SOCCER/MICRO-SOCCER/T-
BALL - Still time to sign up for the 
season. Call for details.
SPRING BREAK KIDS STUFF - 
Babysitter Training March 21 & 23. 
Safe Home & Let’s Make a Smorgasbord 
March 22. Kids Artist Retreat March 
23 to 25.
BELLYDANCE SPRING SERIES - 
With Shauna Robertson begins March 
28 at the Slocan Park Hall.
SPRING YOGA - with Eliza Gooderham 
begins March 28.
FREE COMPUTER TRAINING 
FOR ADULTS - Starts March 29 at Mt. 
Sentinel School. Free.
HUNTER TRAINING PROGRAMS 
- PAL Program April 9 & 10; CORE 
Program April 16 & 17 Winlaw School.

226-0008
WANTED

CRAFT VENDORS for the 119th Annual 
May Days Celebration on May 21, 22 and 
23. Applications can be downloaded at 
www.kaslochamber.com. For information, 
email kaslomaydays@gmail.com or phone 
250-353-3239.

I AM LOOKING FOR someone to sublet 
my house in New Denver for July and August. 
Precise dates to be established. It’s perfect 
for one or two people. Lovely little house on 
the edge of the woods, just out of the village. 
See to believe. Contact me. Andrew Rhodes  
250-358-7985.
SARAH AND MARK JEFFREYS are 
looking for a furnished home to rent this 
summer, ideally for three-plus months, from 
mid-May until mid-late August, but at least for 
six to eight weeks in the June-Aug timeframe. 
We have an infant daughter, no pets. We hope to 
rent a house that is especially quiet and private 
in the Silverton-New Denver area, anywhere 
from Red Mountain Rd. up through to Hills. We 
don’t have particular size or room requirements, 
but a house that is easily maintained and has 
a good bathtub would be especially valued. 
Please contact us at markjeffreys@yahoo.
com if you have or know of an available place.
RENTAL HOUSE WANTED: Mature, 
responsible, single woman (non-smoker, no 
pets) seeking reasonably priced, well-kept, 
unfurnished rental house in peaceful setting for 
April, May. A quiet, caring tenant for your quiet, 
cared-for house. Excellent references. Please 
call Erika Beringer 250-358-2484.
LOOKING FOR a place to live in the valley 
for April 1. Employed with 4x4 truck. Willing 
to discuss work-trade or rent. Call Gabriel 
226-7507.

EDUCATION
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by Jan McMurray
The top ten communities 

in the bid for the title of Kraft 
Hockeyville 2011 was announced 
last night (Tuesday, March 8). 
Unfortunately, this was too late 
for our press deadline. We at the 
Valley Voice are very confident 
that Nakusp made the top ten. If 
this is true, then Nakusp needs 

Vote for Nakusp to be Kraft Hockeyville 2011
votes, and we hope that all of 
our readers will go to www.
krafthockeyville.com and vote 
for Nakusp as many times as 
possible. The first round of voting 
ends March 13 at midnight.

If Nakusp makes it to the top 
five, which will be announced 
March 19 on Hockey Night in 
Canada, the second round of 

voting goes from March 19 to 21.
The  w inne r  w i l l  be 

announced April 2 and will 
receive $100,000 for arena 
upgrades and a live CBC Hockey 
Night in Canada broadcast of a 
pre-season NHL game. Top five 
finalists each receive $25,000. So 
please go to www.hockeyville.
com and vote for Nakusp!

by Jan McMurray
The Kaslo City Hall 

project has been pared down, 
with a focus on moving the 
Village offices back onto the 
main floor.

The original plan to change 
the use of the courtroom on the 
top floor to a public space was 
scrapped at a meeting of the 
Development Services - City 
Hall Committee on February 
15. Village of Kaslo Deputy 
Clerk Carol Hughes explained 
that changing the courtroom 
to a public space makes 
the project prohibitively 
expensive because of building 
inspection and building code 
requirements. Not changing 
the use of the courtroom – 
leaving it as unoccupied space 
– will enable the whole project 
to move more quickly and the 
Village offices to move back 
sooner.

It is important to move 
the Village offices back into 
the building because the 
‘statement of significance’ 

Kaslo City Hall Update – project scaled down
for the building, filed with 
the provincial government’s 
Heritage Branch, includes the 
fact that the Village offices 
have been housed there since 
1898, when the building was 
constructed. “We don’t want 
to lose our heritage status,” 
commented Deputy Clerk 
Hughes.

Quotes are being gathered 
for the work that needs to 
be done to the main floor 
before the Village offices can 
move back in. Hughes says 
the Village will apply for a 
Heritage Legacy Fund grant 
for this part of the project.

A decision on the Village’s 
application for a $125,000 
National Historic Sites grant 
from Parks Canada should 
be made by the end of April. 
This grant is to be used for 
work on the exterior, which 
includes painting, installing 
eavestroughs, and blowing 
in insulation around the 
windows.

The geothermal and 

sprinkler systems are expected 
to be fully installed by the end 
of the month, and Shawn 

Handley has been appointed 
project manager to see this 
work through to completion.

T h e  l i b r a r y  h a s 
temporarily moved to the 
former  Fern’s  Flowers 

location on Front Street and 
is expected to be there for a 
maximum of eight months.

submitted by Elisabeth von Ah
The Whole School’s Blue 

Moon Café was an exciting 
evening for the kids who 
participated in the Perry Ridge 
drawing and writing contest, 
‘The Forest, the Water, the 
Animals and us.’ Their works of 
art were shown in an exhibition 
and the winners were announced.

Angela Safire Jones and 
Michael Mardner were the 
judges.

Thanks  to  gene rous 
donations from Jennie’s Books 
and Earth Spirit, both in Winlaw, 
Silverton Building Supplies, 
Save-on-Foods in Nelson and 
local residents, 16 prizes were 
awarded in different categories. 

The winners were: Grace 
Lamb, 8, from Winlaw for the 
best poster; Renée Goodman, 
10, from Burton for her ‘Forest 
Poem,’ Joshua Aaron, 7, from 

Young Voices for Slhu7kin’ Perry Ridge
Nelson for best catching the 
theme in his drawings ‘Before’ 
and ‘After’; Berin Ozkocak, 10, 
from Kaslo for her wonderful 
short story ‘Earth.’ Stella 
Warthe, 7 and Evelyn Mathers, 

7, from Winlaw shared first 
prize in the age 6-8 category 
for their beautiful drawings; 
Shanti Harris, 11, from Winlaw 
was awarded best drawing in 
the age 9-12 category; Melissa 

Thompson, 16, from Nelson 
was best in age group 13-16; 
and Haley Burgoon, 9, from 
Slocan Valley received a prize 
for submitting her video named 
‘Water.’ 

Grace Lamb of Winlaw won the prize for best poster in the Young Voices for Slhu7kin’ Perry Ridge drawing and writing contest.

Morgan and Becca came out to the January 21 Rally in the Valley event because they want Nakusp to be 
Kraft Hockeyville 2011.


