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Millie (Rachel Hughes) and Gertie (Rhonda Palmer) count the take from their last casino heist in Larceny & Old Lace, the 14th Annual Nakusp 
Rotary Dinner Theatre, February 18. More photos and review on page 10.

by Jan McMurray
BC Hydro has been mandated 

by the Clean Energy Act to replace 
the meters on the outside of all its 
customers’ homes and businesses 
with wireless ‘smart meters’ by the 
end of 2012. FortisBC is not far 
behind BC Hydro, with plans to 
install smart meters in 2013-2014.

BC Hydro’s recently released 
‘Smart Metering and Infrastructure 
Program Business Case,’ posted at 
www.bchydro.com, provides details 
about the program.

Smart meters are digital meters 
that track how much power is used 
and when it is used. The meters 
send the power consumption data 
to the utility, eliminating the need 
for human meter readers for billing 
purposes.

Customers will also be able to 
read their own power consumption 
data. They will be able to do this in 
two different ways – on BC Hydro’s 
PowerSense website, which will 
provide hourly data within 24 hours; 
or on an in-home display, which 
customers will be able to purchase 
if they so choose, and which will 
provide real-time data. 

The data only tells customers 
how much electricity is being used 
when – it does not track the energy 
use of individual appliances. The 
idea is that with the data, people will 
be able to make educated guesses 
on what causes high energy use in 
their households, resulting in energy 
conservation.

Smart meters also open the door 
to a ‘time-of-use’ rate structure, 
making electricity more expensive 
during peak times. BC Hydro plans 
to keep the current rate structure 
until the installation of the meters is 
complete. After 2012, it is expected 
that the company will apply to 
the BC Utilities Commission 
to introduce time-of-use rates. 
The company says it will engage 
customers in the design of any new 
rate structures. 

Ene rgy  cons e rva t i on  i s 

Installation of wireless smart meters to begin this summer
important because the demand for 
power is growing – by as much as 
40 percent over the next 20 years, 
according to the business case. “If 
capacity doesn’t meet demand, the 
whole system collapses,” said Gary 
Murphy, chief project officer for 
the smart metering program at BC 
Hydro, in a telephone interview. 
It is expected that smart metering 
will help reduce the growing 
demand for energy by encouraging 
conservation. Time-of-use rates is 
expected to result in a reduction in 
peak period demand for electricity, 
which the business case states “can 
reduce the amount of capacity BC 
Hydro needs in the system, thus 
potentially deferring the need to 
build more generation, transmission, 
and distribution assets.” 

Although BC Hydro has 
outlined many benefits of the smart 
meter program in the business case 
– reduced electricity theft (which is 
occurring mainly due to marijuana 
grow operations), streamlined 
power outage procedures, and the 
modernization of the electricity 
system – many people have concerns 
with the new wireless technology.

In some jurisdictions where smart 
meter programs have already been 
introduced, mostly in the US, there 
have been several issues, including 
interference with other electrical 
appliances, higher utility bills, health 
problems, and privacy and security 
concerns. A document prepared by 
the EMR Health Alliance (www.
emrabc.ca) states: “At least 18 cities 
and three counties have demanded 
a halt to the Smart Meter program, 
following a groundswell of protest 
over privacy and health concerns.” 

BC Hydro c la ims i t  has 
learned from these experiences. 
“Some utilities were adopters of 
early smart metering technology 
which had limited capabilities and 
ultimately had to be replaced. BC 
Hydro is taking advantage of the 
fact that metering technology has 
stabilized,” states the business case. 

“By adopting smart meters after 
learning from the experience of other 
utilities, BC Hydro has the advantage 
of knowing what factors contribute 
to successful implementation and 
benefit realization.”

As far as health concerns go, 
in jurisdictions where smart meters 
have already been installed, some 
people have reported headaches, 
difficulty sleeping, dizziness, nausea 
and vomiting, heart palpitations and 
other symptoms that are associated 
with sensitivity to radio frequency 
radiation.

Gary Murphy of BC Hydro’s 
smart metering program said, 
“We are aware that some people 
have some significant concerns 
about radio frequency and we are 
committed to addressing these. We 
will work with customers on a case-
by-case basis. We are very open to 
having that dialogue and coming up 
with a mutually agreeable solution.”

Opting out of the program, 
however, “won’t be a likely scenario 
–there are probably better solutions 
and we’ll work with those folks who 
have those concerns.”

Murphy said that there is “clearly 
a difference” between a cell tower 
and smart meters, which transmit at a 
lower frequency very briefly several 
times a day, for a total of less than a 
minute per day.

An opportunity to learn more 
about the smart metering program is 
coming up on March 30, when BC 
Hydro will be hosting an open house 
on its ‘Integrated Resource Plan,’ 
a 20-year plan that describes how 
BC Hydro proposes to meet future 
growth, at the Castlegar and District 
Community Complex, 6-9 pm. 



The Valley Voice  February 23, 20112 NEWS

209 Kilarney Crescent, 
Edgewood $215,000

	 	 	 Large	family	home	only	1/2	block	to	
	 	 	 lake,	park,	store,	post	office	&	Credit	
	 	 	 Union.	Home	has	a	new	roof,	but	in	
need	of	some	updating	&	TLC.	A	large,	unfinished	family	room	
off	the	dining	room	awaits	your	ideas.	Level	1/2	acre	lot	with	
a	mini	orchard.	MLS	K194086

Lot B N. Needles Road, 
Edgewood $475,000

	 	 	 Spring	is	on	its	way,	start	planning	to	be	
	 	 	 on	the	lake	by	summer.	2.56	acres	of	
	 	 	 paradise.	 500’	 of	 lakeshore	and	a	nice	
cedar	forest	for	shade.	Gentle	slope	to	the	water	with	a	sandy	beach.	
Perfect	group	purchase.	Seller	willing	to	do	a	lease	to	own	option	for	
2	years,	with	a	downpmt.		MLS	K200664
	 	

For more info on the above properties 
call Darline Scott at 1-888-547-9266

Darline Scott 
RE/MAX Lumby

Toll-free: 1-888-547-9266 
www.remax-lumby-bc.ca

210 Granby Drive, 
Edgewood  $239,000

	 	 	 	 Immaculate	one	owner	home	
	 	 	 	 on	level	1/2	acre	lot.	3	bed
	 	 	 	 rooms,	1	1/2	baths,	fully	fin-
ished	basement.	200	amp	service,	newer	roof,	carport,	garage	
&	workshop.	Short	walk	to	lake,	store,	&	post	office.	
MLS	K192254

submitted by West Kootenay EcoSociety 
The West Kootenay EcoSociety 

applauds RDCK Directors Andy 
Shadrack, Ramona Faust and Regional 
District of East Kootenay Director 
Geri Willkie for speaking out in the 
best interests of the people and places 
they represent by requesting that 
the provincial government abandon 
the environmental review of the 
controversial Glacier-Howser private 
power project.

On February 7 an open letter was 
sent by the three directors to the CEO of 
BC Hydro, CEO of Fortis BC, President 
of AXOR, Chair and CEO of the BC 
Utilities Commission, BC Minister of 
Energy, BC Minister of Environment 
and local MLAs and MPs with a plea 

Regional district directors urge EAO to stop Glacier-Howser project
to “make common sense prevail” with 
regard to the proposed power project. 

The letter highlights crucial social, 
economic and technical concerns related 
to the Glacier-Howser proposal that have 
not been addressed despite persistent 
attempts by both elected officials and the 
public. The viability of the transmission 
line – 92 kilometres stretching from 
West to East Kootenay through the 
Purcell Mountains – has been challenged 
by retired professional power system 
engineer Brent Hancock. Hancock is 
signatory to the letter, and has submitted 
his evaluation to the Environmental 
Assessment Office (EAO).

“As the letter states, AXOR no 
longer has an electricity purchase 
agreement with BC Hydro; there is 

overwhelming opposition from the 
public; it is proven environmentally 
unsound, and it is flawed with economic, 
social and technical issues. It is time 
that this project be shut down once and 
for all,” says Raelynn Gibson, West 
Kootenay EcoSociety, Wild Rivers 
Campaign Coordinator.

Director Andy Shadrack noted that 
even AXOR admitted in writing that 
the power is not needed. “Further, not 
only does the Glacier-Howser project 
completely fail to reinforce the power 
system in the Lardeau Valley area in 
terms of both generating capacity and 
upgrading of the distribution system,” 
writes Shadrack, “but even if it were 
connected to the local network rather 
than being transmitted to Invermere, 
generated power would only be available 
during spring runoff when energy and 

capacity would be dictated by winter 
snowfall magnitude.” Referring to the 
Duncan dam, Shadrack adds that the 
AXOR project “overlooks the fact that 
there is already an existing hydro dam 
that could have generators added to it.”

In 2009 the Mayors of Invermere 
and Radium passed a resolution at the 
Regional District of East Kootenay 
board opposing the Glacier-Howser 
project on the grounds that “the proposed 
transmission line will impact high value 
forests; the environmental impacts 
outweigh the economic benefits; and 
the power that would be generated is not 
required in the Upper Columbia Valley.”

Shadrack was advised that no 
provision exists in current legislation 
to halt an environmental assessment 
process once started, and that “there is no 
mechanism for decisions of the EAO to 

be referenced to the BC Supreme Court 
as is the case for decisions made by 
the BC Utilities Commission. Further, 
decisions of the Canadian Environmental 
Assessment Agency (EAA) can only be 
referenced to the Canadian Supreme 
Court after a decision has been made.” 
At very least, the RDCK directors 
want someone to “step forward and 
address the technical and engineering 
questions we have before any further 
environmental assessment proceeds.”

As the biggest proposal of its kind 
in this region, the 100 megawatt private 
hydro project has raised considerable 
controversy due to projected negative 
impacts on threatened populations of 
bull trout and grizzly bear, and because 
water would be permanently diverted 
from Glacier, Howser Creeks and two 
tributaries.

by Art Joyce
Springer Creek Forest Products has 

engaged the services of Underwater 
Logging, a local wood salvage contractor, 
to salvage logs from Slocan Lake at the 
former Rosebery log dump. Operations 
are expected to get underway in early 
March with a crew of five, in addition 
to trucking and milling jobs.

“Rosebery operated as a log dump 
for over 40 years, and there’s always 
a certain percentage of logs that sink,” 
says General Manager Ralph Tomlin. 
“There’s never been any attempt to 
salvage these so we’re hoping to get 
some benefit from them. 

Any logs salvaged will be milled 
at the Slocan mill. The viability of 
the operation will depend on how 
productive the salvagers can be, and the 
depth of the water. The mill is currently 
operating a single shift with about 70 

Springer Creek to salvage from Rosebery log dump
people employed and about that many 
contractors in the forest. 

“Our feeling is that this is an 
experienced company that has been 
salvaging on Arrow Lakes for many 
years, for Pope & Talbot and Interfor, 
so we think they can make a go of it.” 

This will be a sonar operation, with 
no divers. Using sonar, they can get a 
good picture of where the log grapple 
is and which logs are on top. There will 
be points further out in the lake where 
it won’t be feasible due to extreme 
depths. Wood-destroying fungi tend 
not to survive in deep water due to the 
lack of oxygen, so the wood should be 
well-preserved. There will need to be 
additional drying done at the mill due to 
the moisture content. 

Tomlin suspects the salvage will 
mostly be hemlock since it’s the most 
water-soluble. He estimates roughly 30 

percent of the wood milled at Slocan is 
hemlock, with the balance being spruce, 
lodgepole pine and cedar.

“Unfortunately, hemlock is one of 
the less desirable species right now. In 
Canada very few people frame with 
hemlock – mostly it’s spruce and fir. 
There are some areas in the US that frame 
with hemlock, but it’s a low-end market.” 

Most hemlock stays in Canada, with 
only about 20 percent going to China. 
Its best use is for pressure-treated wood 
products such as foundation and decking 
material. Tomlin says this is used often in 
house foundations on the prairies instead 
of concrete. The Springer Creek mill does 
not have any chemical treatment facilities 
for producing pressure-treated wood. 
“It’s the right thing to do environmentally 
– every tree we recover from the bottom 
of the lake is one we don’t have to cut off 
the mountains.”

by Jan McMurray
Effective February 28, hours of part-

time employees at local post offices will 
be reduced.

Notices of the cuts in hours were 
received by part-time employees in 
Nakusp, New Denver, Slocan and Kaslo 
during the week of February 21. Six 
hours will be cut in both Nakusp and 
Kaslo, four hours in New Denver and 
three hours in Slocan.

Although the changes do not affect 
the opening hours of the post offices, 
customers will likely notice slower mail 
service, says Barb Lincoln, president of 
the BC/Yukon branch of the Canadian 
Postmasters and Assistants Association 
(CPAA), the union representing the 
affected employees. “Service at the 
counter will take priority over mail 
sorting, so the mail will be slower,” 
she said.

Canada Post consulted with CPAA 
about the cuts at a meeting on January 17. 
Lincoln reports that the union has filed 
a grievance because they do not feel the 
consultation process was meaningful. 
“Normally when there are proposed 
reductions like this, we’d expect them 
to show a reason for it, not just give us 
a blanket statement that mail volumes 
are down. We’d expect them to give us 
a comparison of volumes from last year 
to this year, for example.”

Lincoln says there is no good reason 
for these cuts. “Canada Post admitted 
they have no way to measure mail 

Local post office employees receive notice of cuts in hours
volumes in rural centres – they just 
assume we’re down because the major 
centres are. These rural offices are still 
viable, still growing. Canada Post isn’t 
losing money on them,” she said.

Canada Post spokesperson Colleen 
Frick emphasized that these changes 
will not impact the good service the 
employees are already providing. “We’re 
seeing that people are not mailing letters 
like they used to. Our traditional business 

is declining rapidly, so this is all part of 
the big picture for us,” she said. “We 
have a really neat system that gives us a 
sense of our peaks and valleys, so we’re 
staffing according to those.” 

Lincoln provided some statistics 
about the erosion of rural postal service 
in BC. Since 2006, CPAA workers have 
seen a total reduction of 1,036.5 weekly 
hours in BC. Since 2001, 28 rural post 
offices in BC have closed.

submitted by George Penfold, Selkirk 
College

A new partnership between Teck 
Metals (Trail Operations) and Selkirk 
College has created an annual fund to 
provide support for Selkirk College 
students to undertake a community-
based research project in the Selkirk 
College region. 

This funding adds to Teck Metals’ 
ongoing commitment to Selkirk College, 
its students and the communities in 
the region. The funding is intended 
for a research project that will support 
community and economic development 
initiatives at the community or regional 
level.

The objectives of the program are: 
to provide students with the opportunity 
to develop as citizens and to build 
confidence, competence and capacity, 
while serving their community; bring 
real benefits to communities in the 
region; and enrich the educational and 

Teck Cominco and Selkirk College establish research fund
professional development experience of 
Selkirk College students.

Municipal and regional governments 
and community-based service 
organizations involved in community 
development are eligible to apply 
for a TeckServ Learning Internship. 
Applications may be submitted either 
individually or in partnership.

Projects should address a need for 
information or other related resources 
or activities that could be used to support 
initiatives intended to create positive 
economic or community development 
outcomes at the local, sub-regional or 
regional scale. The scope could include 
a review of literature and reports, data 
collection from available sources or 
data gathering though surveys or other 
means, improving access to information 
or public education.

Further information and application 
forms are located at www.selkirk.ca/
research/ric/teckservinitiative/
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ULRIKE ZOBEL, LAWYER
PRACTISE RESTRICTED TO: 

CRIMINAL & FAMILY LAW
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
208 Broadway St., Nakusp, BC

 250-265-4372 • 1-877-265-4372
www.ulrikezobel.com

Serving the Arrow and Slocan Lakes

REGIONAL DISTRICT OF 
CENTRAL KOOTENAY

INVITATIONS TO TENDER
The	Regional	District	of	Central	Kootenay	(RDCK)	 is	 inviting	
tenders	for	the	following	contracts:

Rosebery and Slocan Bin Haul
Nakusp Landfill Operation and Maintenance

Area K  Waste Collection Service

Tender information packages can be obtained from:
Website: www.rdck.bc.ca

Website: www.bcbid.gov.bc.ca
Or	by	contacting	Grace	Brouwer

Phone:		(250)	352-8178	/	Toll	Free:		1-800-268-7325

Sealed	 tenders	 clearly	 marked	 as	 per	 the	 specification	
instructions	will	 be	accepted	until	 2:00	pm,	Thursday	March	
10,	2011.

Emailed and faxed tenders will NOT be accepted.

The	lowest	or	any	tender	will	not	necessarily	be	accepted.		The	
Regional	District	of	Central	Kootenay	reserves	the	right	to	waive	
minor	defects	in	any	tender	and	to	reject	any	and	all	tenders,	
and	to	accept	the	tender	deemed	most	favourable	in	the	interest	
of	the	Regional	District	of	Central	Kootenay,	having	regard	to	
price,	operational	criteria	and	technical	criteria.

The	Mt.	Sentinel	Stage	Band	Program	would	 like	 to	 thank	everyone	who	
supported	the	students’	fund	raising	effort	at	Café	Jazz	held	on	Thursday	
February	10	at	Mt.	Sentinel	School.	Patrons	enjoyed	listening	to	the	Mt.	Sen-
tinel	Stage	Band,	Jazz	Combo	Band	and	the	always	popular	and	entertaining	
Playmor	Junction	Big	Band.

Thanks	to	the	Mt.	Sentinel	Stage	Band	parents	who	provided	decadent	des-
serts	and	organized	a	silent	auction	to	make	this	event	a	tremendous	success.

Thanks	to	the	following	businesses	who	donated	to	Café	Jazz:	Ainsworth	Hot	
Springs,	Boston	Pizza,	Canadian	Linen	&	Uniform	Service,	Capitol	Theatre,	
Castlegar	Safeway,	Cedar	Creek	Café,	Columbia	Basin	Trust,	Dan	Davidoff,	
Di’s	Esthetics,	Eclectic	Styles,	Eddy	Music,	Evergreen	Natural	Foods,	Fan-
tom	Photography,	Four	Seasons	Greenhouse,	Gerick	Cycle,	Glacier	Honda,	
Jennie’s	Book	Garden,	Joey’s	Only	Seafood,	Kal	Tire,	Kootenay	Centre	Cin-
ema,	Lemon	Creek	Lodge,	Len	Block,	Lordco	Castlegar,	M&M	Meat	Shop,	
Maglio	Building	Centre	Nelson,	Mark’s	Work	Wearhouse	Castlegar,	Max	the	
Jeweler,	Misty’s	Hair	Studio,	Mountain	Sky,	Movie	Gallery,	Nakusp	Music	
Festival,	Nelson	Brewing	Company,	Nelson	&	District	Community	Complex,	
Nelson	Safeway,	Oso	Negro	Coffee,	Pacific	Sprinklers,	Pam	Simms,	Plaza	
Bakery,	Prestige	Lakeside	Resort,	Red	Mountain	Resort,	Ric’s	Grill,	Save-On	
Foods,	SK	Electronics,	Slocan	Lake	Home	Hardware,	Taylor-Wilton	Nelson,	
Telus,	The	Brick,	Trees	Co.,	Urban	Legends,	Valley	Performance,	Wal-Mart,	
Warehouse	One,	WE	Graham	Community	School,	Whitewater	Ski	Resort.

The	Mt.	Sentinel	Stage	Band	and	Jazz	
Combo	Band	are	heading	to	the	Lionel	
Hampton	International	Jazz	Festival	in	
Moscow	Idaho	from	February	23-27.	All	
the	best	and	good	luck!

by Art Joyce
If you thought North American 

Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) was a 
bad deal, wait till you see what Ottawa 
has in store for you next. That was the 
message from NDP MP Peter Julian, 
federal trade critic, at a presentation 
in Nelson’s United Church February 
11 to more than 100 people. He was 
referring to the Canada-European Union 
Comprehensive Economic and Trade 
Agreement (CETA) currently being 
negotiated. Julian was joined by MP 
for Southern Interior Alex Atamanenko 
and MLA Michelle Mungall, hosted by 
the Nelson chapter of the Council of 
Canadians. 

Julian sees CETA as yet another 
in a long line of trade agreements that 
amount to a corporate bill of rights. Like 
NAFTA and the inter-provincial TILMA 
agreement, they aim at eliminating local 
hire/purchase policies, environmental 
regulations, labour protections, and any 
other policy that could be deemed ‘trade 
barriers.’ Under TILMA, for example, 
a municipality that favours local 
contractors over a global multinational 

MP Peter Julian hosts panel on European free trade agreement
corporation can be sued for up to $5 
million. Citing NAFTA regulations, 
forestry giant Abitibi-Bowater sued the 
province of Newfoundland for $500 
million when it closed its last mill there 
and the government seized its assets. 
The case concluded with $130 million 
in taxpayer-funded compensation to 
the corporation, despite a contract that 
required it to keep at least one mill in the 
province running.

“It’s a profound disrespect for 
democracy,” says Julian. “The time 
and expense that municipalities in the 
Kootenays will have to use to acquire 
contracts will be beyond what many 
can afford.”

Julian pointed out that CETA has 
worrisome implications for healthcare 
as well. Intellectual property provisions 
in the agreement would have a negative 
effect on access to generic drugs. 
According to studies done at economics 
faculties at the University of Toronto 
and University of Calgary, it could add 
$1.5 billion in Canadian healthcare 
costs; $250 million in BC alone. “For 
families in New Denver, we’re talking 

about half of those costs passed on to 
individuals or their healthcare plan,” says 
Julian. “The Harper government didn’t 
do their homework to find out what this 
agreement would cost us. The softwood 
lumber deal cost Canadians $1.2 billion 
and 50,000 lost jobs – and counting.”

MLA Michelle Mungall added that 
capital projects for both healthcare and 
schools will be opened up to foreign 
corporations. Given the poor record 
of P3s (private-public partnerships) in 
keeping control of costs, this could result 
in the closure of more schools. 

“Schools are the hearts of our 
communities and healthcare is the 
support to our local communities,” says 
Mungall. “If we as local governments 
are hindered in setting our own policies, 
that’s a loss of democracy.”

Another implication of CETA is 
the possibility of bulk water exports, 
Mungall says. The BC government’s 
Water Modernization Act is the first step 
in that direction. “If water is opened for 
sale to international corporations we lose 
control as a public,” she explains. “We no 
longer have a say over our waterways. 

The people who do are the ones who 
have the money.”

Julian says the stable-pricing policies 
of the Canadian Wheat Board are also 
under attack by CETA proponents, who 
perceive it as a subsidy. This despite the 
fact that the board has voted strongly in 
favour of retaining the price protection 
that guarantees farmers a viable return 
for their wheat. Seventy percent of 
Canadian farmers are unable to earn a 
living without a second job.

“There isn’t a single element 
of progressive European law in this 
agreement,” says Julian. “Absolutely 
nothing that’s progressive from Europe.” 

F o r t u n a t e l y ,  E u r o p e a n 
parliamentarians are waking up to the 
negative implications of CETA, adds 
Julian. In Canada, a growing unity 
of opposition is forming, including 
indigenous peoples,  Canadian 
Conference for the Arts, the Council 
of Canadians, National Farmers Union, 
Dairy Farmers of Canada, the Wheat 
Board and labour. 

“I don’t think by any means this 
agreement is a done deal; people are 
waking up to what’s being done. We’ve 
been fortunate; there’s obviously been 
a bureaucrat with a conscience leaking 
documents,” notes Julian. “Otherwise 
there’s been little transparency in the 
negotiations so far. The government has 
to come out from behind closed doors 
to discuss what will irrevocably change 
this country.”

Julian says if there is a federal 
election this year the NDP will be 
making CETA a major campaign 
issue. Meanwhile Julian is crossing the 
country to inform Canadians about the 
agreement.

by Jan McMurray
In order to meet the growing demand 

for energy, FortisBC plans to put out 
Calls for Power like BC Hydro does, 
and to encourage conservation through 
a smart metering program.

These two initiatives are part of 
FortisBC’s Integrated System Plan (ISP), 
which was presented to the public at an 
open house on February 10 in Castlegar. 
The ISP will be submitted to the BC 
Utilities Commission for approval later 
this year, with the decision expected by 
the end of 2011.

Mark Warren, Director of Customer 
Service, presented a high-level overview 
of the ISP at the Castlegar meeting. 
The ISP is “a balanced framework for 
the future” to ensure that FortisBC 
will be able to meet its customers’ 
electricity needs for decades to come. 
The bottom line for FortisBC customers 
is an increase on their bills of between 
five and eight percent per year for the 
next five years.

Warren explained that in 1985, there 
were 100,000 FortisBC customers. In 
2040, there will be an estimated 180,000 
customers. “With 80% growth over that 
time, there is a challenge there,” he said.

The company forecast its overall 
load growth over the next 20 years, 
and found it will need more energy to 
meet the growth. Further, the company 

has determined that it needs to have 
“supply insurance,” otherwise known 
as “planning reserve margin.”

Warren said that although the new 
Waneta Expansion dam, expected to be 
completed by 2015, should address most 
of the power gap, it won’t take care of 
all of it. This is where the Call for Power 
comes in.

“Either we do it [address the power 
gap] via contracts and have a firm 
price committed over 10 years, or we 
pay what the market dictates when 
we need it. We think contracts are the 
best way to safeguard reliability at 
a reasonably predictable cost,” said 
Warren. “Purchasing power on the 
market is the most expensive at more 
than 10 cents per kilowatt hour, so we 
need to minimize our exposure to this.”

Another way FortisBC proposes to 
address the power gap is by encouraging 
conservation. “We will continue to 
enhance our PowerSense program, 
because that reduces the need for all these 
resources in the first place,” said Warren. 

“People want to see more PowerSense 
programs, so we’ve doubled the budget. 
You’ll see more incentives and expanded 
programs.”

Smart metering will be proposed in 
a separate application to the BC Utilities 
Commission. Warren indicated that a 
smart metering program would both 
encourage conservation and improve 
service levels. “Smart meters look like 
the meters on houses today, but they 
can communicate with customers and 
FortisBC. They inform customers about 
their power consumption on a real-time 
basis, so they have a better control over 
their energy use. They’ll have a better 
understanding of how much energy they 
are using and why.”

As for improved service, Warren 
said smart meters will tell FortisBC 
immediately when there is a power 
outage, so power can be restored sooner.

Warren added that smart meters 
will reduce the need for meter readers 
and their vehicles, saving money and 
reducing greenhouse gas emissions.

FortisBC plans include smart meters and Calls for Power

Changes to New Denver 
lab/x-ray services
submitted by Interior Health

Interior Health wishes to inform 
New Denver area residents that the 
Slocan Community Health Centre will 
experience changes to regular lab and 
x-ray services effective immediately. 
This is due to an unexpected technologist 
staffing shortage. Service will be 
available on the following days: Tuesday, 
February 22, Wednesday, February 23 
and Thursday, February 24. On those 
days, the drop-in blood clinic will take 
place from 8 to 10 am and x-rays will be 
booked between noon and 2 pm. There 
will be no service on Friday, February 25.

When regular service is unavailable 
in New Denver, Emergency department 
patients requiring testing will be tested 
by the physician or the nursing staff. 
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OPINION

EDITORIAL / LETTERS POLICY
The Valley Voice welcomes letters to the editor and community news 

articles from our readers. 
Letters and articles should be no longer than 500 words and may be 

edited. We reserve the right to reject any submitted material.
Please mark your letter “LETTER TO THE EDITOR.” Include your 

address and daytime phone number for verification purposes.
We will not knowingly publish any letter that is defamatory or libelous. 

We will not publish anonymous letters or letters signed with pseudonyms, 
except in extraordinary circumstances.

Opinions expressed in published letters are those of the author and not 
necessarily those of the Valley Voice.

Where are the fish?
I am very concerned about the 

absence of fish out in Kootenay Lake 
near Kaslo. In a lake as massive as this 
and in a town as small as this, where 
are the fish? Every elder tells us that 
just 30 years ago, anyone could catch 
a Rainbow with just a cast from the 
shoreline. Not anymore. In fact, out in a 
boat with all the gear, out all day, one fish 
is a big glory for any fisherman.

I wonder?! Is it the poo and brown 
algae that reduce the fish population 
here in town?

Ian Ferreira
Kaslo

Give credit where 
credit is due

Recently, we brought approximately 
30 snowmobilers to New Denver for a 
weekend experience to see a new riding 
area. The group, made up of males aging 
from 13-67 years old, loved the area. 
The folks at the Valhalla Inn made this 
a wonderful experience for this entire 
group. Thank you to Joan, Albrecht and 
all the staff.

To the local business in New Denver, 
we appreciate your support.

As everyone in our group belongs 
to the BCSF and the ABC snowmobile 
associations and several area snowmobile 
clubs, we love to keep our dollars local.

Again, kudos to the Valhalla Inn and 
the businesses in New Denver.

I was disappointed by a local 
snowmobiler from Kaslo, who 
complained about our riding tactics 
and stated that clearly we have ruined 
HIS trails. I think as a group of semi 
talented riders who are responsible, we 
were respectful of the area. I doubt the 
trail we utilized on February 5 had ever 
seen that many riders in a single day. 
Further, it will snow again to cover the 
tracks we made.   

As we contributed approximately 
$12,000 to the community of New 
Denver over the course of three days, 
you would think we would also be 
appreciated. 

Sadly it takes one complaint to jade 
a lifetime experience.

Chris Block
Kelowna

Sad about Targa
My heartfelt condolences to the 

idea of holding Targa races on the 
Nakusp Hotsprings road.

I thought we were trying to 
keep the area quiet and peaceful. I 
thought we were trying to get people 
away from car racing. I thought 
we were trying to get people to 
move themselves by their heart and 
lung action, by their muscle and 
joint movements, to improve their 
health. Of course, more money is 
spent by people moving themselves 
in a ton or two of metal, glass and 
plastic. Even more money is spent on 
physicians, hospitals, X-ray machines, 
MRI machines, etc., which are all 
overburdened (and underfunded) 
because of such lifestyle aberrations.

When you have free time, be 
glad not to be in charge of machines 
or computers, but take the time and 
be in charge of your own health by 
moving your body in the myriad ways 
our many joints allow us to move: 
walk, run, jump, swim, paddle, surf; 
exercise in the many different ways 
that are being promoted these days. 
Dance!

Instead of Targa races, let’s 
have ‘Tango Nakusp’ on local dance 
floors. Let’s have ‘hot yoga’ at the 
hotsprings. Let’s have canoe races on 
the lake. Let’s have kite competitions 
on the lakeshore. Let’s have floor 
gymnastics. Let’s reinstate the ‘Pony 
Express’ as we used to have between 
Edgewood and Nakusp. Let your 
imaginations soar!

Arthritis is caused mostly by a lack 
of non-repetitive joint movements. 
Back problems arise mostly from 
occupations in the sitting position.

Move and rest now and then, but 
MOVE!

Richard Eichenauer
Fauquier

Comments on 
Fauquier

Fauquier is going through an 
interesting period. Years of success 
by volunteers has been torn apart by a 
modern ‘money first’ approach. 

Paul Peterson as our Area K 
director has likely observed some of the 
community problems and has offered 
his limited time and advice as well as his 
authorized funds to Edgewood, Fauquier 
and Burton. Ed McGinnis sees that the 
situation is vulnerable and feels that he 
has a chance to exploit it, that is, both 
Peterson and the hall.

The board of the Fauquier 
Community Club receives annual 
property tax revenue at a rate agreed 
upon by residents of the area who are a 
minimum of 18 years old. In years past 
we received a share of the BC Hydro 
grant in lieu of taxes. About 50 percent 
of the money was given to the hall and 
50 percent to the Volunteer Fire Brigade 
to maintain their truck and equipment, 
etc. The hall did not have entitlement 
to the money, hence in some years all 
the funds went to build the fire truck 
replacement fund.

In years prior to 2005 the hall had a 
‘healthy’ bank account. This was brought 
about by 1) all volunteers; 2) taxes and 
grants; and, 3) all hall uses being rentals. 
In 2006 all this began to change. The 
kitchen renewal was due. This change 
resulted in increased revenue, but this 
mainly went to groups who had interests 
outside of the hall. As far as ‘hitting’ the 
taxpayer, or RDCK for extra funds, the 
board can only plead.

If our accounts indicate an error in 
our records then I find this justification 
for regular external reviews. I have a 
problem trying to visualize how money 
spent to upgrade the hall should be 
shown as an asset. We do not record 
appraised property value – that is left to 
tax assessment. Our books show cash 
revenue, cash spent, and cash in our 
bank account and/or bank investments. 

Frank Poirier
Fauquier

Open letter 
to Minister of 
Natural Resource 
Operations

As you can see from the enclosed 
article, Valley Voice, 09-02-11, we had 
a very successful Keep Jumbo Wild 
rally with over 200 keeners showing up. 
The rest of the Jumbo Wild supporters 

couldn’t resist hitting the slopes in 
perfect sunshine and powder. I was 
happy to see a number of young adults 
to whom some of us ‘olders’ will gladly 
hand the torch.

There was never a break in the crowd 
at our table where we (the West Kootenay 
Coalition for Jumbo Wild) had maps and 
background information. Other groups 
from the West Kootenay that had tables 
were the Valhalla Wilderness Society 
and the West Kootenay EcoSociety. 
And from the East Kootenay came the 
Jumbo Creek Conservation Society, with 
Wildsight personnel sending regrets. 
Please make no mistake that any of these 
groups are NDP supporters – NO – each 
group is adamantly non-partisan. But, of 
course, we support anyone’s attempt to 
help Keep Jumbo Wild!

And now we have Mother Nature 
helping in the form of devastating 
avalanches that have buried the site of 
the proposed resort village and real estate 
development on both sides of the valley.

Please do not be misled when the 
proponent says they will take care of the 
avalanche safety problem by bombing 
them before they descend. I live less than 
a kilometer away from six avalanche 
chutes that highways bombs to keep the 
traffic safe. The first thing that happens 
is the area between the gates are cleared 
of vehicles and the gates are closed. Then 
the bombs are dropped, which cause all 
the snow, ice and forest debris to come 
crashing down their paths to end in 
exactly the same places they would end 
if they had not been bombed. Last, the 
dozers and trucks work for many hours 
clearing two lanes for traffic through the 
lower portions of the avalanches.

Thank you for saying YES Jumbo 
Wild, NO Jumbo Resort.

Rowena Eloise (for West 
Kootenay Coalition for Jumbo Wild)

Argenta

Party rhetoric
I often have a response in my head 

to many of the letters to the Valley 
Voice. One in particular, “Open  letter to 
Stephen Hill” February 9, 2011, got my 
fingers to keyboard. 

First I think it is important to 
remember that Alex Atamanenko is 
remunerated adequately for his hard 
work in this constituency. Stephen Hill 
is a private citizen who receives no 
government remuneration for his work in 
the constituency. Both hold strong to the 
principles of a particular political party 
and work for their community under 
those respective ideological banners. The 
banner, the party, feeds rhetoric through 

these hard-working individuals.
For Will Webster to proclaim the 

Conservative Party so guilty of this 
so-called rhetoric while ignoring his 
champions’ party rhetoric is disingenuous 
and partisan. Alex’s recent flyer was 
quite long on rhetoric in fact. In his flyer, 
Alex ends his anti-trade rant by telling us 
that he is working hard for us by standing 
up against trade deals and fighting for 
Canadian pensions. 

This is where I am confused. How 
can he be working for me and my 
pension if he is against trade deals? I am 
no simpleton; when I retire I will need 
both my private personal pension and 
my CPP in order to look after myself and 
my loved ones. My personal pension is 
heavily invested in Canadian companies, 
Canadian companies that are already 
showing huge growth in emerging 
markets with whom we have trade deals. 
These companies have returns that will 
allow my savings to grow. Millions of 
Canadians who own stocks, RRSPs, 
TFSAs and have pensions should be 
hopeful that corporations that make 
up much of our investment savings 
are allowed to become even healthier. 
Believe it or not, billions of dollars of 
profits made by Canadian companies 
are reinvested in this country, creating 
employment and wealth for all of 
us... Our CPP relies on growth from 
investments as well.  

That’s why I think Alex is just as 
guilty as Stephen for putting forth half 
truths and half lies, and because the 
truth usually falls somewhere between 
the political factions. I enjoy reading 
between the lines on both sides.

Fred Fontaine
Silverton

A third 
alternative for 
Mr. Retterath

Gunter Retterath’s letter of January 
26 (Holy Hypocrisy) condemns both the 
content of religious beliefs and the failure 
of followers to adhere to them. I can 
find little to challenge in his statements, 
except it is important to note that in 
addition to the many atrocities inspired 
by religion, there have been very many 
religious people who have been of 
tremendous help to their fellow humans. 

My main point of contention is that 
Mr. Retterath assumes that only two 
alternatives exist – orthodox religion or 
atheism/ materialism. A few hundred 
years ago, mechanistic concepts of 
science (i.e. “the universe runs like 

continued on page 5
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continued from page 4
a clock”) saved us from the fierce 
dictatorship of religious superstition, but 
we are now into new scientific territory 
which has far more in common with the 
world view of the Dalai Lama than that 
of Sir Isaac Newton. Modern theoretical 
physics shows that consciousness is a 
required part of the universe. Telepathy, 
precognition, the influence of mind 
on matter, and the non-linear nature of 
time have all been demonstrated in the 
laboratory. It appears that everything in 
our universe is far more interactive and 
interdependent than we thought. 

We have always lived our prosaic 
daily lives completely out of our depth 
philosophically. The simple fact that 
anything exists at all implies an infinity 
which none of us can wrap our heads 
around. It would be absurd for us to 
think that our five senses can detect 
all that exists and occurs in our world. 
Other dimensions, planes of being, and 
indeed sentient beings that are beyond 
our ability to sense, or on the fringes 
of it, simply have to exist or we live 
in a universe that has been curiously 
hollowed out.

The inspiration for orthodox 
religions originally comes from the 
awareness of some mystics to the true 
nature of the universe. Orthodox religion 
thoroughly muddies the waters of such 
original insights, while mechanistic 
concepts totally invalidate them. I believe 
that a third alternative – embodying the 
new alliance of eastern mysticism and 
western physics – is closer to the truth 
than the absurdities of fundamentalist 
religion or the inadequacies of classical 
physics. Subjects such as the survival 
of individual consciousness after death, 
and reincarnation, can no longer be 
considered frivolous by serious-minded 
people.

Of course this ‘third alternative’ is 
also open to hypocrisy and superstitious 
thinking, but then what isn’t ?

Keith Newberry
Slocan

Thanks for the 
GE bill, Alex

For the first time in Canada’s 15-
year history with genetically engineered 
(GE) crops, Parliament engaged in a real 
debate over the issue, thanks to our BC 
Southern Interior MP, Alex Atamanenko.

Atamanenko’s Bill C-474 would 
have required “an analysis of potential 
harm to export markets be conducted 
before the sale of any new genetically 
engineered seed is permitted.”

On February 9, 2011 C-474 failed 
in a 178 to 98 vote in Canada’s House 
of Commons.

Disappointing for sure, as a very 
tough time is upon us and it is all for the 
sake of corporate profit and big money’s 
moves to own and control the world’s 
food supply.

Again, we see that Canadians 
cannot be confident that parliamentary 
government will be at once both 
democratic and responsible. Ottawa 
proves again and again that we really 
have only ‘the best government that 
money can buy’.

Our government is a shill for 

corporations driven solely by the 
appetite of their shareholders for greater 
quarterly profit. Over and over again, 
these corporations purchase slack from 
Canada’s Conservative and Liberal 
parties.

Canada’s National Farmers Union 
noted that instead of being at the C-474 
vote in Ottawa, most Agriculture 
Committee members were actually in 
Guelph listening to the President of 
Monsanto Canada.

Monsanto is the leading proponent of 
genetically modified seed. Monsanto had 
lobbied to prevent the Commons debate 
from even occurring.

Genetically engineered food has 
won significant global market share 
through the ‘buy in’ of massive-scale 
industrial agriculture and laxness of 
governments. Although very profitable 
to Monsanto and a few others, GE 
interference fails in the goal of increasing 
crop yield.  

GE’s promise of better crop yield 
was to save the world from starvation 
but the Union of Concerned Scientists 
says that in a nearly 20-year record, 
genetically engineered crops have not 
increased US yields substantially.

Genetically engineered agriculture 
allows for our reckless abuse of air, water 
and soil resources and tries to surmount 
our bad practices through costly 
technological tinkering. Such genetic 
engineering methods and products are 
patented for profit.

A better and greener future in 
agriculture will be found in continued 
diversity. Diversity in agriculture means 
multitudes of local small-scale farms 
cultivating many varieties of seed. This is 
a healthy and sustainable agriculture that 
works with nature’s nutrient and water 
cycles and not against them.

Thanks again to MP Alex 
Atamanenko for a very good try. This is 
a very tough row to hoe.

Dave Cursons
Cawston

Open letter to 
BC Hydro

I am a business customer spending 
nearly $1,600 a month on BC Hydro 
and a customer for the last 23 years. The 
January 7 power outage and considerable 
number of surges (brief brownouts 
– I counted about eight and a large 
subsequent surge about a half hour after 
the power returned) have affected my 
store operation. There are consequential 
damages to at least two and possibly 
four of my gas pumps as well as some 
computer-related problems ongoing 
at the store immediately following the 
outage. I have not collected the invoice 
totals but will be advising you shortly. 

I stand to lose thousands of dollars 
of perishable products every time the 
power goes out, not to mention the loss 
of business every time those outages 
occur, including the consequent loss 
of traffic flow for a period following 
outages in some instances, i.e. seasonal 
tourism revenue. 

It makes me think, how growing 
up in Winnipeg in the ’60s and ’70s 
we hardly experienced a power outage. 
Being here in New Denver since 

1988 it appears that the consistency 
of outages seems not to improve over 
the past 23 years. There seem to be 
an unusual number of disturbances 
in our power supply particularly over 
the past few years, whether due to ice, 
rain, wind toppling trees, or end of 
the line equipment, etc., etc. I suspect 
poor maintenance, lack of upgrades to 
equipment or lack of ability to accurately 
route service to your customers out here 
‘in the hinterland.’ 

Each time a brownout or outage 
occurs, I rush from home to relieve 
the staff, call off incoming staff where 
possible, shut down our store computers, 
get the small generator ready to power 
up my ice cream freezers, shut the 
coolers and freezers off, shut off all the 
breakers in my spider-ridden dungeon, 
and basically lock up the place. 

I then return home to wait… and 
wait… by candlelight and contact staff 
on their way to work to update them. I 
know if an outage occurs at night and I 
call your communication system I am 
liable to get the generic “transmission 
circuit failure” cause. If I am put on an 
update list I will be automatically woken 
every hour to advise me of basically 
“nothing new.” 

I understand you can’t keep us all 
happy, but other than a private business 
such as ours, I wonder about those who 
might suffer from medical or age-related 
problems as a result of consistent mini-
crises each year. I implore you to take 
notice of your level of service before 
your difficulty in addressing these 
problems becomes more of a political 
issue for you to deal with. I’m only 54 
years old but find it quite a consistent 
drudgery to have to deal with the many 
disturbances. I’m sure many of them 
have limited the life of our appliances 
and equipment. Your reply would be 
appreciated.

Don Law
New Denver

Kaslo council 
good at wasting 
money

If there is one thing the Village of 
Kaslo council is good at, it is wasting 
money.

In the January 26 edition of the Valley 
Voice, it was reported that the council is 
considering spending $500,880 of 
taxpayers’ money on improving the 
streetlights so they can save $1,281 
per year. The expenditures are based 
on a UES engineering report that states 
the village’s steetlights were installed 
between 1969 and 1973 and are at the 
end of their life. It adds the wiring is 
unsafe and the lights would be replaced 
with newer technology fixtures that have 
dimming capablities.

The report goes on to say the heritage 
streelights installed in the downtown area 
in the mid-’90s would be replaced also.

The Village will apply for a Towns 
for Tomorrow grant of $400,000 
and contribute $100,800 towards the 
balance.

As usual it looks like the council 
didn’t look at the details.

In a discussion with one of the local 

electricians who installed the heritage 
streetlights in the mid-’90s, he said there 
is nothing wrong with those lights. He 
added that while some of the other lights 
in Kaslo may need replacing, there is 
no need to proceed with spending half 
a million dollars to save $1,000 a year.

It was also reported that the 
Villlage is proceeding with the City 
Hall restoration, estimated to cost $2.5 
million. Other than leaving the library on 
the ground floor, there has never been a 
council decision on what to do with the 
rest of the City Hall when it is restored. 
In the past 20 years, the City Hall has 
undergone renovations, and the lath 
and plaster was removed in the ground 
floor and two-thirds of the main floor 
to upgrade with fibreglass insulation 
and gyproc. The current renovations 
are proceeding with removing lath 
and plaster in the ceiling to facilitate 
additional renovations, but are not 
removing the lath and plaster in the rest 
of the building. In those parts of the 
building, the insulation will be blown in. 

So with two-thirds of the building 
already upgraded, why would council 
not finish the job? To satisfy Parks 
Canada, who want to retain as much of 
the original building for heritage status?

The original plaster is of a poor 
quality and the building inspector prefers 
the removal of the lath and plaster 
to facilitate the installation of fire-blocks 
in the walls. Also, insulation that is 
blown in is not very effective so those 
parts of the building will be difficult to 
heat and thus occupy.

Or will it matter? The building may 
remain empty, as the council has still not 
made any decision on its use.

Arguably, the only project with 
some merit underway is the $200,000 
replacement of the reservoir liner for 
the Village water system. But this is 
the second time around on this matter 
for Councillors Donna Cormie, Molly 
Leathwood and Suzan Hewat. Back 
in 2005, a funding grant application 
for this project was researched and 
forwarded to council by citizen Luke 
Crawford. The council defeated the 
motion to apply for the grant and 
no explanation was given. 

Patrick Mackle
Kaslo

Saving money 
with smart meters

Imagine you get the job of hiring a 
new security guard for a bank. You get 
ten qualified applicants, except one is 
known to have robbed a bank. Would 
you hire the robber? 

That’s what BC Hydro did in 2003 
when they contracted out a third of 
their operations and employees to 
‘Accenture,’ a Bermuda-based business 
only a couple of name changes removed 
from the Enron scandal. Remember 
Enron? The American energy firm that, 
through accounting fraud and intentional 
rolling blackouts, created the huge debt 
which California never really recovered 
from. Accenture was a member of the 
gang that helped pull that off, then 
split for Bermuda.  Soon after, BC 
Hydro hired them to save us money on 
electricity costs. Go figure.

Our power rates are about to go up 
– way up. Accenture was supposed to 
save us $250 million over ten years, but 
dang-it-all, Accenture went a little over 
budget. So instead of saving millions, 
British Columbians will now have to pay 
an extra $250 million or so to Accenture 
for services which were previously done 
by BC Hydro. Yet another multi-million 
dollar bailout, forced upon innocent 
citizens by our leaders, with the money 
headed to Bermuda or somewhere that 
will never benefit us.

In these hard economic times, 
increased power rates are going to cause 
serious harm to many individuals and 
businesses. No doubt part of that is to 
pay off Accenture, but another part is to 
implement the infamous IPPs, the “ruin 
of the river” projects designed to create 
power to sell to BC Hydro, and us, at 
inflated rates.

Now along comes the Smart Meter 
Program, wherein a billion more of 
our dollars are needed to install new 
hydro meters on our homes to tell us 
when we’re wasting money! “Psst…. 
Hey Shmucko, you left a light on in the 
kitchen again.”

I think I’d rather pass. And if that’s 
even an option, we’d better demand 
it now. According to the Toronto Sun, 
“Premier Dalton McGuinty, having 
launched Ontario on a billion-dollar 
smart meter experiment, now admits 
the electricity pricing scheme that’s 
supposed to make it all work, isn’t.” 
And according to Ontario PC Leader 
Tim Hudak, “The McGuinty Liberals 
knew full well that their so-called smart 
meter plan was botched, but they’re 
going full-steam ahead at the expense of 
hard-working Ontario families.” He says 
“… smart meters have been nothing but 
a tax machine to take more money out 
of people’s pockets.”

What’s more, these smart meters 
will blanket our neighbourhoods with 
continuous electromagnetic pulses 
designed as an energy-use surveillance 
system for BC Hydro and whoever else 
may be watching. That’s microwave 
radiation pulsing in and around every 
home and neighbourhood in BC, every 
few minutes, 24/7/365 forever! Our 
power usage will then be subject to 
punishment through increased rates for 
using electricity during high demand.

Despite all that, and much to the 
chagrin of the hundreds of meter readers 
who may soon be out of work, BC 
Hydro, and Accenture, are set to begin 
smart meter installation this spring and 
summer, in a neighbourhood near you….

Don Blaikie
Kaslo

Open letter to 
School District 8 
re: Slocan Valley 
schools

I am writing this letter in response 
to the latest recommendation by 
Superintendent Jeff Jones proposing 
reconfiguration changes in Winlaw and 
WE Graham.

I have been involved with this 
continued on page 6
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process since conception and I feel there 
is a disconnect in communication.

It was my understanding at the 
formation of the Slocan Advisory 
Committee, back in May 2010, that 
the original options (reconfiguration of 
Winlaw, close WE Graham, or close 
Winlaw) were unanimously agreed 
upon as being not viable and not serving 
the bests interests of long-term public 
education in the Slocan Valley. It was 
the understanding of the members that 
the mandate of the committee was to 
come up with solutions suitable for 
all four Slocan Valley schools to work 
on together in achieving excellent 
sustainable public education in the valley. 
If reconfiguration had been identified as 
part of this mandate, the committee 
would have, in good faith, explored 
viable options to assess the feasibility 
of reconfiguration and recommendations 
would have been put forth. 

During the final committee meeting 
on February 8, the original options, listed 
above, were tabled for our committee 
to endorse. This perceived reversal of 
the mandate of the committee at the 
last minute came as a complete surprise 
to our members. There was no time to 
digest the information, let alone make 
sound recommendations based on 
accurate data projections.

I feel all four of the schools in the 
Slocan Valley have a unified spark of 
inspiration with the ‘family of schools’ 
vision. There is a genuine willingness to 
work together in achieving excellence 
in public education for the youth of the 
valley. This unification is a powerful 
tool. Financial planning and utilization 
projections are part of this vision. I 
believe the formalizing of the vision 
needs to occur first and then the financial 
and utilization projections will follow. 
The committee was beginning to address 
these issues; however, time ran out.

My concerns with accepting the 
reconfiguration of Winlaw K-4 and 
WEG 5-10 is that the projected student 
attendance numbers are not accurate 
and the long-term consequences 
not understood. Anecdotal evidence 
suggests that the student numbers at 
Brent Kennedy will swell as parents 
follow the logical north to south flow 
of valley traffic. With BK currently 
sitting at 98% utilization, how many 
more students does it take to put it over 
100%? Are plans and resources available 
to upgrade BK facilities to handle the 
influx of students? The student numbers 
at Winlaw and WEG will decline. There 
will be a component of students lost from 
the public system as families choose 
home schooling or local private schools. 
There is potential for the eroding of 
the student populations in the northern 
schools to be great enough to threaten 
loss of rural grants, ultimately forcing 
the closure of the valley’s central and 
northern schools. 

If it is the long term intent of the 
School District to centralize our schools 
in the south of the valley, then let’s be up-
front about it and work together. A slow 
erosion of good intent and collaborative 
inspiration is not productive.

I strongly urge all involved in this 

continued from page 5 decision-making process to examine 
thoroughly all the facts, figures, options, 
recommendations, projections, the 
geographic components, and the 
communities involved when making 
your decision. 

Jo Buckland
Winlaw PAC Chair

Condemned to 
extinction… so 
might it be for 
Perry Ridge? 

The living proof of these people 
– the Sinixt – whose legacy with the 
salmon had prevailed over 3,500 years, 
was again in court before us. Not only 
in the flesh, but in the spirit – as their 
ancestral-inherent purpose was focused 
on the preservation of Perry Ridge. 
Thus, owning no allegiance but to the 
relationship of the land, ready at any 
moment to respond in preventive ways 
to those who would procure exploitation 
to hurt her. Are not these the first people 
who huddled themselves between the 
forest green of these three majestic 
mountain ranges and endeavored to sip 
from their lake’s reservoir the resplendent 
smile of the Creator?

In contradiction of this fact, as in 
the case of the Sinixt’s ‘extinction,’ 
their long exile into a mock civilization 
inevitably exempted these people from 
the life in which the Creator had placed 
them. Yet with ancestral forces within 
them, and a corruption of under-handed 
dealings around them, there they reside 
– not so far from the Ridge – and saw 
some of their brothers ready to out-strip 
the wilderness before them. Hence, 
they proclaimed their inherent rights as 
guardians of the land.

While most of the region’s 
population implore the force of their 
objection, there is for me and anyone 
of earthly communion a similar force 
of consciousness that gives intuitive 
support to their station. Degradation of 
this home among the planets is mainly 
caused by ignorance of its harmonizing 
sacredness, not just by men of greed and 
indifference.

We must thoroughly grasp the extent 
with which destiny is now bringing our 
region’s conscientious minds together, 
fully charged in a virtuous ideology 
of protecting Perry Ridge and Jumbo 
Glacier. And all with the steadfast verdict 
of our conviction that, ‘We must embrace 
our earth mother’s sanctity now.’

In re-examining the Sinixt as 
guardians of Perry Ridge from the 
perspective of a courtroom’s point of 
view, we may conclude that no such 
ambition of these first people was to 
ripen in the shadowed proceedings 
of the bench. Past proceedings gave 
over-sufficient testimony of where the 
government stood on the Sinixt issue. 
Should we be in suspense to the nature 
of their old and recurring assault: “Are 
you not extinct? Then, I am not to regard 
you people; nor least, your petition.” 
This has been the remark to which 
the government finds it convenient in 
almost all occasions to return. (Except 
Justice Wilcox, Nov. 4, 2010.) This 

contemptuous acclamation seems meant 
to inhibit one’s mind not to reason that 
these unburied corpses standing in this 
courtroom before us are really alive.

Will it be to our bewildering 
disappointment that what takes 
precedence in the courtroom February 
25 is that Justice herself, in the cunning 
disguise of ‘equality for all’ implies 
again that these people of a concocted 
extinction have no right to a say? But 
perhaps the gift of a higher consciousness 
to this nation of people will have to wait. 
After all, the judge is an employee of 
the government; the object of their joint 
participation – as it seems historically to 
appear – is to finalize the ruin of these 
first people.

Trinity De’ la Falcons
Nelson

Smart meters
These are electric meters that can 

be read remotely on demand at any time 
by the electric or gas utility. Nelson has 
had these for more than a year now. A 
recent posting on a local public forum 
website suggested these were the 
new plague on society, that the radio 
transmitter energy would endanger our 
health, and that the electric utility had a 
new way to gouge the consumer.

The posting urged the reader to 
contact the premier, their MLA (in fact 
multiple MLAs) and this newpaper via 
letters to the editor. It’s their uninformed 
misuse of a website that is not intended 
to be a soapbox for their cause that 
prompts me to address the other view.

I believe smart meters are a GOOD 
thing! Read on.

Smart meters are extremely low 
power devices that spend most of their 
lives turned off waiting for contact with 
the electric utility. They transmit for 
seconds per week on command when 
they are interrogated. Power output is 
typically 1 watt in the 902 Mhz band 
and much less in the 2.4Ghz band.

Compare this to your 0.8 watt cell 
phone operating at 850 Mhz, stuck to 
many people’s ears for hours a day, and 
your cordless phones, baby monitors, 
wireless internet modems in your home 
transmitting in some cases 24/7.

To compare a smart meter using 
similar frequencies and power that is 
on for essentially seconds every month 
and outside the home to devices using 
the same power and frequencies on 24/7 
inside the home, often right beside the 
residents, is fear mongering.

I am an electronics technician 
and have worked with radio all my 
life. I have no fear of these low 
powered devices. You should be 
more worried about your microwave 
oven leaking. When microwaves first 
became available, there was a mountain 
of controversy. Now every home has 
one. Have you ever heard of anyone 
being hurt by one? Microwave ovens 
operate with 1,000 watts of radio 
energy or more.

Should you worry about smart 
meters radio energy? Only if you worry 
about cell phones, baby monitors, 
cordless phones, microwave ovens, or 
wireless internet modems. It seems like 
these devices are in every internet cafe, 

hotel, motel and office throughout cities 
and towns today.

We are losing the energy battle 
– peak power demand occurs around 
suppertime when everything gets 
turned on at home. Our indulgent 
society expects to have power at any 
time with the flick of a switch. Smart 
meters can be part of the solution.

Money talks, and consumers will 
only adjust their energy usage if it 
hits them in the pocketbook. If you 
are charged a premium for electricity 
during peak hours, then consumers will 
adjust their lives to save money, delay 
the dishwasher until the middle of the 
night, use the clothes dryer during off-
peak hours, etc. Only smart meters will 
give the electric utility this information, 
and it’s for everyone’s benefit. How 
many wind, hydro, gas, coal, nuclear 
power plants must we build to meet 
peak demand? 

Smart meters are not a danger 
to our health regarding radio energy 
any more than what we are already 
surrounded by, and they are not a new 
way for the electric utility to gouge 
the consumer. They are for everyone’s 
benefit as technology marches on.

Max Yanke
Nelson

Water is a 
commons, not a 
commodity

A couple of weeks ago, the 
provincial government’s proposed 
changes to our Water Act finally 
received some publicity in the 
mainstream press. EcoJustice and 
Council of Canadians both attacked 
the proposed water markets and water 
license trading as a ‘privatization’ of 
water. The government responded 
with a vociferous denial on the Living 
Water Smart blog. I was dismayed by 
both sides in this discussion, as the 
real issue was not being addressed. 

As I pointed out in my last 
blog post, the government is not 
privatizing water in the new Water 
Sustainability Act (WSA) since they 
cannot. They do not own the water. 
Water is a Commons protected by the 
Crown to be managed in the public 
interest by the government of the day. 
What the WSA policy framework 
IS doing however is commodifying 
water. And commodification paves 
the way to privatization of public 
water infrastructure, among many 
other negative outcomes.

The Commons or Commodity 
debate is ongoing around the world. 
When a government, as the manager 
of our water, places an economic 
value on water with a framework for 
license trading and water markets 
(no matter how limited), this opens 
the door to commodification. 
Commodification is not in the public 
interest as it is socially unjust, placing 
water use in the hands of those 
who can afford to pay. What is 
being missed in the ‘privatization’ 
discussion is that there are many 
other approaches in the WSA policy 
framework aside from water markets 

that also express the government’s 
shift to the commodification of our 
water.

The book Eau Canada (pg. 
197) says this about the Commons 
view on water: “The real ‘water 
crisis’ arises from socially produced 
scarcity, in which short-term logic of 
economic growth twinned with the 
rise of corporate power has converted 
abundance into scarcity.”

There is a wonderfully useful 
chart in Eau Canada that breaks 
down the two sides of the Commons 
or Commodity debate. If for example 
water is considered a Commons, 
then access to water is defined as a 
human right. Pricing for public use 
remains low and terms of water use 
licenses are issued in perpetuity. The 
goals of water management are social 
equity and livelihoods. Governance 
is decentralized and democratic, 
with management focused on 
conservation. 

Contrast this to the Commodity 
approach, where water is defined 
as an economic good, with the goal 
being an investment market. Pricing 
is full-cost (user-pay) and license 
terms are limited. The management 
process is supply and demand, with 
the market its manager. Problem-
solving is by the hard path, meaning 
large-scale technology – dams and 
diversions; privatization of public 
distribution systems; complicated/
expensive technologies; water trading 
and water markets; conservation 
‘incentives’ and metering. These are 
exactly what WSA proposes!

Contrast this to the Commons 
‘soft path’ solutions: conservation as 
a social responsibility; rainwater, grey 
water and storm water harvesting; 
water recycling; municipal and 
regional district infrastructure 
investment; local, sustainable food 
production; and I would add the 
protection and restoration of our 
watersheds.

As Thompson King explains 
in Water: Miracle of Nature, the 
absorption ability of soils depends 
on their cover. “If rainfall does not 
exceed 0.4 inches per hour,” he 
explains, “good forest land will 
continue to absorb and store up 
to 17 inches of rain, more than 
400,00 gallons per hour.” Talk about 
conservation of our water supplies, 
not to mention preventing landslides 
and flooding problems! None of this 
is addressed in WSA.

Reading the WSA pol icy 
framework, it is quite easy to see 
that the government has adopted a 
commodification approach to our 
water. Now it is the job of the public 
to demand that the government 
enshrine in the new WSA legislation 
the values and solutions that are in 
the public interest – that is, when 
water is treated as a Commons, not 
as a commodity.

The public consultation period 
has been extended to March 14 
(www.livingwatersmart.ca/blog).

Nelle Maxey
Slocan Park
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KING of 
FLOORS
GOING OUT OF 

BUSINESS
30% OFF all stock
Store Closing SALE

Everything Must 
Go

(Also selling all Fixtures & Equipment)

King of Floors
1507 Columbia Ave, Castlegar

Tel: 250-365-5132
Toll free: 1-877-523-4441

Hours: Mon – Sat: 9:30 am - 5:00 pm

Nakusp, BC 
250-265-3681

• LUMBER
• SIDING
• INSULATION
• ROOFING
• DRYWALL
• FLOORING
• HARDWARE
• GENERAL PAINT
• PLUMBING
• ELECTRICAL
• WOOD STOVES
• WINDOWS/DOORS
• SCAFFOLDING
• ENGINEERED FLOORS
• ROOF TRUSSES
• TOOL RENTALS
• AGRICULTURAL FEEDS
• GARDENING SUPPLIES
• GREENHOUSE

OPEN
8 am - 5:30 Weekdays
9 am - 5:00 Saturday

The Best Lumberyard 
in the Kootenays

We deliver!

313 6th Ave NW Nakusp, BC (250) 265-4051
810 Vernon St Nelson, BC (250) 354-4210

CLARIFICATION
The council of the Village of 

New Denver wishes to make clear 
that Councillor Ann Bunka has been 
appointed as the council member that 
will serve as Acting Mayor during the 
times that necessitate Mayor Gary Wright 
being absent from the community. Only 
during those times of Mayor Wright’s 
absence will Councillor Ann Bunka take 
over the mayor’s duties.

by Art Joyce
Some experiences pass over us 

like a light rain and others mark 
us forever. The experience of New 
Denver resident Eloise Charet and 
her sister Anna running an orphanage 
in Cambodia 35 years ago was 
definitely the latter. Now French-
Canadian production company 
Productions Telimagin has expressed 
interest in producing a documentary 
about their story. Pending budgetary 
approval, the company plans to take 
the Charets with them to Cambodia 
in September.

Charet has been writing a memoir 
of her time in Cambodia entitled 
Adieu Cambodia that is nearly 
completed. While in Cambodia in 
1974-75, she and her sister were 
interviewed for CBS News on the 
Walter Kronkite show and were 
featured in various news reports. 
Together they cared for 55 Cambodian 
orphans, including infants left at their 
Canada House orphanage in Pnomh 
Penh by desperate parents fleeing 
the advancing armies of the Khmer 
Rouge. The orphanage was initially 
funded by Montreal philanthropist 
Naomi Bronstein, although once 
there the Charets raised their own 
funds to cover food and medicine 
costs. 

“There were orphans everywhere 
because of the war, the cities were 
so congested with refugees,” Charet 
recalls. “Because so many people 
had been killed in the war, half the 
country was under age 14. There 
were a million people walking, 
covered in grey dust – they just 
looked like ghost people.” 

Eloise and Anna Charet spent a 
total of seven months running their 
orphanage before being evacuated 
to Saigon in Vietnam. As the Khmer 
Rouge advance closed in around 
Pnomh Penh, Cambodian authorities 

Local resident Eloise Charet to appear in documentary about Cambodian orphanage
issued repeated evacuation orders. 
The Charet sisters resisted evacuation 
until passports could be obtained for 
all 55 children. Their motto was “not 
one child left behind,” and journalist 
Jack Cahill described the orphanage 
as “an island of love amid a sea of 
despair.” 

Canadian authorities distanced 
themselves from the Charets due to 
their refusal to leave without all the 
children. Still, the world media only 
expressed interest when a transport 
plane evacuating 200 children 
crashed, killing most on board. 
There was even interest expressed 
by Playboy publisher Hugh Hefner 
in helping the Charets get safely out 
of the country.  

It was a chaotic period in the 
history of Cambodia; 20,000 villages 
were bombed with Agent Orange, 
and many children were burned 
and deformed by the chemicals. 
The Charets worked with local 
authorities to get all the children 
adopted by Western families, and 
succeeded. 

Seeing the news reports of 
Pnomh Penh’s fall back home in 
Quebec, Eloise and Anna’s mother 
Eloise got on a plane to come 
help out with the evacuation to 
Vietnam. Ms. Charet rented a house 
on the outskirts of Saigon to establish 
another orphanage. 

However, the Viet Cong had 
already made major incursions 
from North Vietnam, creating a 
new exodus of refugees heading 
into South Vietnam. When Da Nang 
fell, reports were circulated of an 
orphanage run by a priest where the 
children murdered in their beds. The 
Charets followed the movement of 
the Viet Cong with pins on a map as 
the armies moved steadily, quickly 
south. Every day the bombs fell 
closer and closer to Saigon. The 
Charets were there barely a month 
before they had to be airlifted out 
as the capital fell to the North 
Vietnamese army. The Canadian 
government had finally stepped in 
with aid, sending two Hercules cargo 
planes and crews.  

“There were stampedes at the 
airport, which was being bombed,” 
says Charet. “People were desperate. 

When the Air America flights started, 
people were hanging off the airplane 
wheels and falling to their deaths.”

Eloise and Anna worked 
feverishly for three days and nights 
without sleep to prepare for the 
airlift. She recalls many of the 
nurses cracking under the strain. It 
took her until just a few years ago to 
realize that she was a PTSD victim, 
when she attended the Our Way 
Home reunion in Castlegar. The 
orphans were equally traumatized, 
with what Charet calls ‘wounded 
womb’ syndrome. Being born into 
a war zone made many of them 
perpetually terrified by loud noises, 
especially the sound of airplanes 
flying overhead. 

“Your faith in humanity is just 
shattered by war,” says Charet. 
“How could such inhumanity be 
possible? It was later on that it all 
sank in. It just hollows you out, 
empties you.” 

About five years ago, the Charets 
went to a reunion picnic in Quebec 
for the former orphans. Some of them 
had networked through a Facebook 
page called Canada House. It was 
gratifying after several decades apart 
to renew contact and tell the grown 
children their early histories at the 
orphanage.   

“We just cried and cried,” she 
says of the reunion. “The bond we 
have is so powerful. We were truly 
fairy godmothers to them. It was the 

seed of a generation that was lost in 
Cambodia. They were precious – 
soul survivors I call them.”

Eloise Charet poses with some of the orphans she cared for in Cambodia at her Canada House orphanage.
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Selkirk Realty
WEEKLY SPONSOR:

Kelly Roberts
(250) 265-3635

This beautiful ginger & white cat will 
be up for adoption soon.  

Her name is Minny and she is very friendly.  
If you are interested in giving Minny a home, 

please call P.A.L.S. at 
250-265-3792 or e-mail us at pals-online.ca  

           P.A.L.S. PET OF THE WEEK

PALS AGM meeting on February 9th, 7pm at 
950 Crescent Bay Rd

Meet Minny
P.A.L.S. PET OF THE WEEK

WEEKLY SPONSOR:
Selkirk Realty

Kelly Roberts
(250) 265-3635

www.royallepage.ca

MEET KIA!

Kia is a medium hair 
tabby.  She is a very 
affectionate, pretty cat.  
She’s good with kids and 
other pets.

If you are interested in 
meeting Kia, call P.A.L.S. 
at 250-265-3792.

by Art Joyce
• Council discussed at its February 

8 meeting an estimate from Richard 
Wake of CBT regarding the proposed 
fibre optics connection at the Emergency 
Services building, with an option for 
connection to the Village office. The plan 
and design would cost $10,000-$15,000, 
with CBT prepared to pay 50 percent. 
Wake said he would also seek other 
partners who might benefit and can also 
cost-share, such as RDCK and the BC 
government. There is a data centre room 
in the EMS building that would work and 
Fire Chief Warren has given approval 
for its use. Wake worked with the City 
of Golden, which has its downtown core 
connected to fibre optic broadband, by 
far the most safe and secure internet 
connection available. Councillor Leitch 
said he didn’t see the benefit of the 
idea. Councillor Mueller felt it was best 
referred to budget discussions. Council 
voted to have staff prepare a report and 

Nakusp council, February 8: Council considers fibre optic internet connection
recommendations and table any decision 
pending budget deliberations.

• During her mayor’s report Mayor 
Hamling said she was unable to attend 
the West Kootenay-Boundary Regional 
Hospital Board meeting. She reported 
however that concern has been expressed 
by the board about Interior Health’s 
proposal to prioritize capital projects 
based on ability to pay more than a 
40 percent cost-share. The mayor said 
this could set a dangerous precedent, 
allowing communities to “jump the 
queue” and creating a two-tier system for 
the construction of healthcare facilities 
based on money rather than need. 
Council voted to send a letter to IH 
and relevant agencies expressing these 

concerns.
The mayor  reported that the Nakusp 

Hot Springs cleared over $91,000 during 
2010; some of that will be used to pay 
down the facility’s debt. Appointed to the 
hot springs committee were Councillors 
Leitch and Hughes, Robyn Grant, Hal 
Ralston, and Corrine Tessier. 

Mayor Hamling noted that she 
attended the Chamber of Commerce 
AGM; they are working on a 14-panel 
trail map and are interested in signage as 
well. The Chamber is seeking increased 
funding from the Village. 

A community consultative group 
meeting held January 31 with Corporal 
Bryson Hill discussed community 
policing priorities. Concerns expressed 

were cell phone use while driving, 
drinking and driving, drinking in public 
areas, traffic infractions and the need 
for a foot patrol on the waterfront. 
Corporal Hill said he will focus on a 
drug awareness program for parents and 
students as well as a springtime seat belt 
campaign. The Ministry of Highways 
will bring in a small speed board for 
areas of concern.

• The mayor asked Councillor 
Leitch the current status regarding 
election of the board of the Nakusp 
Community Forest. Councillor Leitch 
said a signed document approving the 
board of directors has been sent. The 
mayor said this should have come to 
council for approval, as council needs 

to approve board members. Council will 
schedule a meeting with NACFOR in the 
spring to audit its financial statements. 

• Councillor Mueller reported that 
the community information kiosk group 
is now seeking a park location. She has 
asked for details on the appearance and 
location of the kiosk.

• An application from Arrow Lakes 
Ready Mix to expand its operations 
near the hot springs was referred to 
the Ministry of Energy, Mines and 
Petroleum Resources. 

• A vote on affected areas funding 
will be held April 17 with advance 
polling on April 13. Council voted to 
write off $4,250.50 in business licensing 
overdues from prior to 2010. 

by Art Joyce
About 30 people attended a free 

three-hour permaculture workshop 
hosted by Valerie Kraft at her home in 
Nakusp the afternoon of February 15. 
The workshop was led by Rob Avis of 
Verge Permaculture, a Calgary-based 
company, assisted by Adrian Buckley of 
Big Sky Permaculture.

Avis explained that permaculture 
is a way of designing food-producing 
landscapes using systems thinking rather 
than the fragmented approach most of us 
are trained by society to use. According 
to founder Bill Mollison, permaculture 
is “a philosophy of working with rather 
than against nature; of protracted and 
thoughtful observation rather than 
protracted and thoughtless labour; and 
of looking at plants and animals in all 
their functions, rather than treating any 
area as a single-product system.” As 
Avis explained, it sees how plants are 
part of interdependent communities, just 
as humans are.  

With its heavy use of fossil fuels 
– a finite resource that has passed peak 
production – current food systems are 
unsustainable. Every calorie of food 

Permaculture workshop garners strong local interest
purchased at supermarkets requires 
10-25 calories of hydrocarbons to 
produce. Permaculture’s ‘prime directive’ 
addresses this issue directly: it urges us to 
take responsibility for our own existence 
and that of our children by getting our 
house and garden in order so that they 
feed and shelter us. 

Avis said our current approach 
to housing needs rethinking. Housing 
developments are designed to flow water 
away from the property, which then 
requires us to water lawns and gardens 
from wells or civic systems. Through 
exercises, workshop attendees were 
shown how rainwater can be captured for 
use through rain barrels and channelled 
through swales (level ditches) bordered 
by plants. A kind of circulatory system 
is thus created that keeps water cycling 
throughout a yard and garden with no 
need for supplemental watering. 

Current agricultural practices are 
depleting valuable topsoil at a dangerous 
rate. We need gardens that invest 10 
calories and produce 100 by using natural 
systems; they should produce topsoil 

instead of remove it. Natural systems 
like forests do this all the time. “Waste 
is not in nature, it’s in human nature,” 
said Avis. Principles of natural systems 
include: integrate rather than segregate; 
catch and store energy; and turn waste 
into a resource. All things, whether 
plants or animals, have intrinsic needs 
and deficiencies. They require symbiotic 
relationships with other things within a 
system in order to function. They also all 
produce a yield. Permaculture teaches us 
how to understand these relationships and 
build our agriculture around them so that 
nothing is wasted.

Industrial systems design out 
feedback, said Avis. Yet our bodies are 
feedback systems just as nature is – when 
our health breaks down it’s telling us 
something is needed. A smelly compost 
also generates feedback as to what it 
needs. The same is true of weeds: often 
an overgrowth is merely an indicator of 
a lack of nitrogen or other soil deficiency. 

“Nine times out of ten we look at 
the landscape and decide what we want 
it to be rather than what it wants to be,” 

said Avis. 
Many of those present over age 

50 were relieved to learn that another 
principle of permaculture is that too 
much work in the garden is a symptom 
of bad design. Natural systems are self-
maintaining and these can be emulated 
in our own agriculture. Wicking beds in 
gardens cause roots to grow downward to 
the water source and thus require minimal 
watering.

Avis said denuded landscapes can 
have their restoration time reduced 
from 300 years to 30 by employing 
permaculture principles. For example, 
using swales with trees planted on the 
retaining mounds to help trap water 
drained away by erosion. Wetland species 
can be used as purifiers of septic or grey 
water. 

“We need to do more than sustaining 
systems that are ultimately degenerative,” 
explained Avis. “We need to move into 
regeneration. We can build community 
through the food systems we create.”

For more information visit www.
vergepermaculture.ca.

by Art Joyce
Wine enthusiasts and those hoping 

to create a new local industry cultivating 
wine grapes take note: the skills you’ll 
need are at hand. The Selkirk College 
Nakusp campus will be offering the 
Cool Climate Viticulture Short Course. 
The course will consist of five classes 
offered from Wednesday, March 30 to 
Sunday, April 3 from 9 am to 4 pm. The 
final day will be a field trip. 

The curriculum was developed 
by Okanagan College’s Continuing 
Studies program and will be taught by 
instructor David Ledderhof. It offers an 
introduction to viticulture appropriate for 
anyone interested in pursuing entry-level 
employment or further education in this 
growing industry.  Basic information on 
topics such as physiology of the vine, 
vineyard establishment, pruning and 
trellising, irrigation, pests and disease 
are included.

Chris Faint, Continuing Education 
Coordinator, Selkirk College Nakusp, 
says there have been eight students 
registered for the course so far. Ten 
students is the minimum number for a 
course to be considered viable by the 
college. Faint would like to see that 
minimum registration met by March 14 
if possible. 

The course fee is $649. Students 
seeking financial assistance have some 
options available. The Craig Andrews 

Viticulture course to be offered at Selkirk College Nakusp
Continuing Education (CACE) bursary 
will cover half the tuition if the student 
can demonstrate financial need. Students 
interested in this bursary can apply 
through the college. The CBT has an 
$800 grant available to anyone in the 
region 18 and older. To qualify, the course 
must be less than six months long and the 
post-course work to be done should 
remain within the Columbia Basin. The 
course cannot lead to self-employment. 
Students should make an appointment 

to see one of the Employment Outreach 
counsellors at Nakusp Community 
Services. The Nakusp office is open 
five days per week and Tuesdays and 
Thursdays from 9:30 to 3:30 in the New 
Denver office. 

For more information about the 
course, contact Chris Faint at 250-265-
4077. For information about the Arrow 
Lakes Grape Growers Society, contact 
Jody Scott at 250-265-3075 or jbscott@
telus.net. 

submitted by Nakusp RCMP
Nakusp resident James Russell 

Fraser, 26 years old, was arrested for a 
home invasion that occurred in the early 
morning of February 11 in Nakusp.

The victim of the home invasion 
is a 52-year-old Nakusp man with 
disabilities, who relies on morphine to 
relieve his pain. He was asleep when 
the suspect knocked down his door and 
entered his home with a steel pipe in 
hand. The victim suffered broken bones 
as a result of the assailant’s blows, and 
handed over his morphine when the 
assailant demanded he do so.

Investigation by the RCMP identified 
Fraser as the suspect. Officers located 
him later that day while investigating 
another unrelated crime, and arrested 
him. Fraser is in custody until the case 
goes to trial on February 24. He has been 

Nakusp man arrested for home invasion, assault
charged with Assault with a Weapon, 
Assault Causing Bodily Harm, Armed 
Robbery, and Break and Enter.

Police found Fraser at a home on 
10th Avenue while executing a search 
warrant in the investigation of a stolen 
snowmobile. Not only did police find 
Fraser at the house, but they also found 
the 2009 Ski-Doo Summit snowmobile 
that was stolen out of the Okanagan 
in recent weeks and arrested another 
Nakusp man for Possession of Stolen 
Property. The man’s name is being 
withheld, as charges have not yet been 
laid.

Police have been in touch with 
Nakusp Mayor Karen Hamling, who 
encourages community members to take 
a stand against these types of crimes and 
to work with the police to prevent and 
solve them. 
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NOTICE
The	Area	“H”	North	TV	Society	strives	to	

deliver	a	variety	of	quality	program	choices	to	
valley	residents.	Television	and	radio	stations	
are	available	for	everyone	to	enjoy	at	home,	
in	the	car	or	on	the	job!	There	are	no	monthly	
fees	and	only	a	small	annual	property	tax	
levy.	If	you	wish	to	observe,	comment	or	
participate	please	make	time	to	attend	the

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
of AREA “H” North TV Society

7:00 pm Wednesday March 9, 2009
at the Hidden Garden Gallery in 

New Denver
Info: 358-7136; 358-2375; or 358-2133

FEB BRRR AIRY / SPRING CLEANING SALE
4 X 4  “WHITE”CERAMIC WALL TILE 
 reg. $.28/ ea  SALE $.16/ea ($1.44/sq ft)

12” x 12” GLAZED PORCELIAN FLOOR TILE “MOUNTAIN CRIMSON”
 reg. $3.26/ ea.     SALE $1.39 EA

CARPET CLEARANCE ACTION BAC “TWO COLOURS”
 reg. $15.95/ Sq Yd  SALE $ 7.95/ SQ YD

ARMSTRONG DISCONTINUED VINYL FLOORING 12’  SOLARIUM TRADI-
TIONS • NATURAL WOOD INTERFLEX
 reg. $24.95/ sq yd SALE $10.95/ sq yd

BAMBOO FLOORING. “CHERRY” STAIN ,  5 1/8” WIDE 11 COATS UV 
URETHANE CLICK SYSTEM …
 reg. $5.80/ sq ft HOT SALE $4.49/ SQ FT

100% RECYCLED PAINT ECO-COAT QUALITY PREMIX COLOURS 10 
LITRE PAIL
 reg. $ 33.99 SALE $27.98   www.recyclepaint.com

18 GA BRAD NAILER (2”) AND STAPLER NARROW CROWN (1 ½”) ROK 
HARDSHELL CASE
 reg. $89.95 SALE $59.95

KING DETAIL PALM SANDER  12,000 ORB/MIN  
 reg.  $42.49 SALE  $29.95

MAKITA CIRCULAR SAW 7 ¼” #5007NFA
 reg. $192.99 SALE $169.90

SAY GOODBY “ TWINTER”  2IN1 SNOW BRUSH/ TELESCOPING 
HANDLE AUTOS, STAIRS, BALCONIES,  (WITH SCRAPER)         
   SALE $15.99 

2X6 SELECT STK CEDAR S4S
   SALE $1.29/ FT  

COMMERCIAL RUBBER FLOOR MAT 3’ X 5’ “ENTRAP” 
 reg. $74.88 SALE $55.95

  GARDEN SEEDS NOW IN STOCK, NEW LINE OF CERAMIC 
PLANTERS 3-SIZES NOW IN STOCK and 13’ WIDE GERFLOOR  4 

COLOURS/PATTERNS –NOW IN STOCK- GREAT PRICE

by Art Joyce
• Gary Willman of the Silverton 

Community Club appeared as a 
delegation to report on the election of the 
club’s new president, Kathy Provan, and 
board members. Of particular concern to 
Willman was a rumour to the effect that 
council had decided to move the location 
of Canada Day festivities. He noted that 
money has already been allocated to 
repair and expand the bocce pits. 

Mayor Everett explained that it 
wasn’t a “done deal” but wondered if 
the club would be willing to consider 
moving the event to the day park, 
because the Village would like to keep 
that campground open during Canada 
Day weekend if possible. He added that 
public works manager Leonard Casley 
is proposing a new location for the bocce 
pits by the creek and that the Village is 
prepared to assist in moving them. 

Wi l lman  sa id  the  gap  in 
communications may be because Village 
representative Councillor Barber has so 
far been unable to attend SCC meetings. 
Mayor Everett said moving the event 
may not happen this year; he is willing 
to negotiate with the club.

• Council discussed its interest in 
participating in the woodstove swap-out 
program sponsored by the Province and 
RDCK. The program provides a $350 
rebate for homeowners replacing pre-
1994 woodstoves with EPA-approved 
units; of that amount, municipalities 
pay $100. Councillor Johnson suggested 
increasing the Village’s contribution 
by another $100 “so we actually get a 
few people doing it.” Councillor Main 
proposed budgeting $600 toward the 
program. Councillor Bell said the new 
stoves make a huge difference in smoke 
reduction but she was unsure how 
taxpayers will feel about it. Decision 
was tabled pending budget discussions.

• Mayor Everett reported that grant 
funding came through for the arena 
lighting and that it has been installed. He 
added that residents and businesses have 
been pressing Telus for an improvement 
in service. Telus will have an engineer 
in the area in about two weeks to 
evaluate and report to the Village. The 
facilities committee reported that it is 
tabling action on the Silverton Gallery 
emergency staircase pending a full 
assessment of the building. 

• Councillor Bell reported that the 
RDCK will purchase plastic compactors 
for the recycling program; she noted that 
markets are being found for the plastic. 
By compacting plastic recyclables they 
estimate a savings of $1,600 a month. 
She further reported that the Slocan 
Valley Economic Commission decided 
not to send a letter to the Province 
protesting the Slocan Park gravel pit 
application.

• Councillor Johnson reported on 
the Slocan Lake Chamber of Commerce 
AGM, noting that thanks to the helipad 
there have been four evacuations last 
year and three lives saved.

• Council considered the SCC’s 
request to have the Village be responsible 
for producing the annual volunteer 
appreciation awards. Mayor Everett said 
he’s happy to work with the club to help 
sponsor and select candidates, but wasn’t 
sure it’s the Village’s business to put on 
the event. Councillors Bell and Main 
agreed, though they both were willing to 
participate in selection of candidates and 
funding the event. Council voted to write 

Silverton council, February 15: Council proposes moving Canada Day festivities
the club a letter offering to waive the 
rental of Memorial Hall as a contribution. 

• Councillor Main brought forward 
her concern regarding the CRTC’s 
decision to allow internet ‘metering’ 
that would raise usage costs and could 
ultimately choke out smaller ISP 
providers. She noted that 450,000 
Canadians have signed a petition against 
internet metering. Mayor Everett has 
written a letter to the CRTC reflecting 
these concerns. Councillor Main wanted 
a resolution to that effect passed; she 
expects it to be debated hotly at the 
UBCM conference this year. Councillor 
Bell asked that a copy of the resolution 
go to RDCK where she can address it. 
Council voted to pass the resolution and 
send the mayor’s letter.

• Council voted to support an 
application by the Friends of Memorial 

Hall for a scissor-jack to be used for 
adjusting stage lighting. Mayor Everett 
said the current “rickety old ladder 
is an accident waiting to happen.” 
During question period Kathy Provan 
questioned where the unit would be 
stored and whether operators would need 
to be licensed. The mayor agreed to work 
with the Friends to investigate.

• CFO Elaine Rogers obtained a 
$5,000 grant for restoration of vegetation 
cut in the village by BC Hydro to 
maintain its power lines. A $2,000 
coupon was also received from the BC 
Hydro ReLeaf program, redeemable at 
participating nurseries. 

• Council voted to appoint a 
select committee to review council 
renumeration, including Councillor Bell, 
CFO Rogers and Bruce Gardner.

• During question period Ron 

Provan noted the Village still doesn’t 
have crosswalks on the highway and 
expressed concern about safety. Mayor 
Everett said extensive talks were held 
with the Ministry of Highways that 
resulted in getting the bridge fixed. 

Crosswalks were discussed but the 
ministry doesn’t recommend them 
because statistically more people 
are injured or killed on crosswalks. 
The Village is considering the use of 
automated speed boards.

submitted by Peter Roulston 
The cold days and long nights of 

winter find many of us indoors more of 
the time, perhaps reading that great book 
or enjoying something on the radio or 
television set. The Area H TV Society 
provides the quality reception found on 
the radio stations and television channels 
in our homes and cars.

The society is a committee of local 
folks who meet from time to time to 
ensure that the signals and content 
broadcast around the valley are suitable 
and sufficient. Over the years, these 
volunteer efforts have provided several 
channels and stations that are deemed 
to be informative and entertaining to the 
general area population. Questionnaires 
have been circulated and comments from 
interested residents help the society to 
determine what programming may be 
delivered, with content and cost as prime 
considerations.

The Regional District of Central 
Kootenay allots a portion of tax dollars 
to cover the many real costs of operating 
the society. Some of these costs are 
annual permit fees, monthly fees to 
channel/station providers, occasional 

TV Society serves North Slocan Valley
technician costs and power/phone bills. 
Some tasks undertaken by society 
directors include upkeep of the tower 
site in New Denver with snow shovelling, 
satellite dish cleaning, and pruning 
shrubbery. Directors meet to discuss all 
aspects of operations and to plan future 
improvements.

Existing signals are already 
rebroadcast in digital form so the coming 
big changes to digitized signal delivery 
should not cause problems.

Annual cost per household in New 
Denver, Silverton and the defined portion 
of Area H is about $34 for the availability 
of eight TV channels and six radio 
stations. Any automobile or portable radio 
can have fine reception and some folks 
even have good TV viewing with a simple 
set of rabbit ear antennae. Compare 
just $34 per year with the monthly fees 
charged by satellite and cable providers!

The Area H North TV Society will 
continue to work at providing the local 
community with affordable and enjoyable 
reception in coming years. Feel free to 
phone or speak to one of the directors any 
time, and offers of help and participation 
are always welcome.
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— Admission by Donation —

submi t t ed  by  Hea ther 
Huether

The Upper  Columbia 
Academy (UCA) Symphonic 
Band, Choraliers and String 
Ensemble will be in concert at 
the Silverton Memorial Hall 

Silverton concert to feature band, choir and string ensemble
7:30 pm on Saturday, March 
5. Doors open at 7:15 pm, 
admission by donation.

UCA is a private school 
located in Spokane, Washington, 
where there is a focus of high 
academic achievement as well 

as strong music and sports 
programs. They are currently 
on their annual Spring Concert 
Tour, beginning in Seattle, 
going through the coastal and 
interior areas of BC, with their 
final concert to be performed 

in Silverton. This is UCA’s 
first Canadian tour, and three 
local residents are members of 
the performing ensembles and 
are proud to be hosting this 
outstanding final concert.

Saturday night’s program 
will contain a wide variety 
o f  m u s i c  r a n g i n g  f r o m 
baroque, classical, modern to 
contemporary styles by such 
composers as Corelli, Handel, 
Rimsky-Korsakov, Bernstein, 
CW Handy, Zimmer (Pirates of 
the Caribbean), Stroope, Shaw, 
and traditional spirituals.

There will be 100 talented 
students participating in the 
band, choir and ensemble 
combined.  Under the direction 
of accomplished baritone Curtis 
Anderson and French horn 
soloist J. Dean Kravig, these 
groups have performed in 
venues ranging from Carnegie 
Hall in New York, the Fox 
Theater in Spokane, Bastyr 
University Chapel in Seattle, 
and many schools, churches and 
halls throughout the western US.

Some of the comments 
submitted in response to 
their performances are: “This 
was by far the best academy 
performance I  have ever 
heard. I absolutely loved it!” 
and, “It was incredible how 
sensitively and professionally 
the students performed and how 
highly polished they sounded 
– something that you would 
hear at a university or semi-
professional level.”

Please come and enjoy an 
evening of beautiful music.

The Upper Columbia Academy (UCA) Symphonic Band, Choraliers and String Ensemble will be in concert at the 
Silverton Memorial Hall on Saturday, March 5.

by Jan McMurray
If you thought your family 

was dysfunctional, you probably 
felt a lot better about it after 
watching Mirror Theatre’s 
hilarious production of Larceny 
and Old Lace at this year’s 
Nakusp Rotary Dinner Theatre, 
held February 18 and 19 at the 
arena auditorium.

After a delicious roast beef 
dinner buffet catered by Cut-
Rite Meats, the audience was 
entertained by the antics of the 
zany Peabody family in Larceny 
and Old Lace.

The two aunts, Millie (Rachel 
Hughes) and Gertie (Rhonda 
Palmer) are twittering old ladies 
who rob casinos and bring the 
booty back home for crazy Uncle 
Charlie (Dan Nicholson) to bury. 
Uncle Charlie thinks he’s a pirate, 
so burying treasure is right up 
his alley. The nephew, Harold 
(Dustin Pound), poised to marry 

Nakusp Rotary Dinner Theatre cures the February blues
Gloria (Megan Hughes), tries 
desperately to bring normalcy to 
the household.

Instead, things get even 
zanier. The police, Officer 
McNealy (Gene Nagy) and Office 
rLarson (Bri McQuair) drop by to 
let the family know that the credit 
union has been robbed. When 
Harold finds the aunts’ stash 
from their latest casino robbery, 
he suspects Uncle Charlie of the 
credit union robbery and contacts 
Judge Taylor (Hans Sparrelboom) 
to put the wheels in motion to 
have Charlie committed to a 
mental home.

Meanwhile, the real bank 
robber is the other Peabody 
nephew, Mordred (Troy Watson) 
and his sidekick, Lester (Jake 
Wyss). Mordred, in his fantastic 
punk costume complete with a 
Mohawk hairdo, was also raised 
by the aunts. Of course, he insists 
that Harold was their favourite, 

and of course, the aunts deny this.
Agent Klick (Gae Sinclair) 

and Agent Klack (Liva Niquidet) 
from the FBI get involved in the 
bank robbery investigation.

In the end, Dr. Shortanoar 
(Justin Davies) and Nurse Widget 
(Terri McLeod) come to take 
Uncle Charlie away, after Dr. 

Pretorious (Gail Ponto) has 
signed the necessary paperwork 
to have him committed. The FBI 
arrest Mordred for the robbery, 
and the aunts get away scot free.

While all this is going on, 
a taxi driver (Alan Niquidet, 
community bus driver in real 
life) is waiting for Harold, with 

the meter running. By the time 
Harold can get away, the taxi 
driver tells him he could have 
bought the community bus with 
the fare.

Our local actors did such a 
stellar job of the play, directed 
by Janet Royko and produced 
by Larry Parkes, that one 

would be led to believe they 
have an intimate knowledge of 
dysfunctional families.

As always, the Nakusp 
Rotary Dinner Theatre was an 
evening full of laughs and great 
fun. Special thanks to Colin 
Cunningham for ‘tweaking,’ 
above and beyond the call of duty.

Valley Voice publisher, Dan Nicholson, comes on stage as Uncle Charlie the pirate in the Rotary/Mirror Theatre 
production of Larceny and Old Lace.

Harold (Dustin Pound) is approached 
by Officer Larson (Bri McQuair).

Troy Watson puts the funk in 
dysfunctional in Larceny & Old Lace.
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submitted by Shauna Robertson
A series of world dance events is 

coming to the Slocan Valley.
March 12 starts the week of dance 

with the fantastic production of ‘Into the 
Mystic’ at Winlaw Hall. It will be a night 
full of exquisite dancers and amazing 
musicians in a theatrical world dance 
production that embodies mythologies, 
traditions and lore from cultures around 
the world. 

Following the dance production 

World Dance show and youth camp coming in March
will be a live world music infusion with 
Jimmy from Wassabi Collective, Adrian 
from Terradactagon, Jesse Lee from the 
What Now and more. Also playing will 
be DJ Papa Roots. 

This gala show will feature the five 
dance instructors in Bellydance, Modern, 
African, Latin and Folk Fusion, who 
will subsequently teach the Youth World 
Dance Camp at Slocan Park Hall from 
March 14-18. With support from the 
Slocan Valley Arts Council (SVAC), 

one scholarship is available for the 
dance camp. 

The Youth World Dance Camp and 
Into the Mystic World Dance Production 
are being generously supported by CBT, 
CKCA and SVAC so that valley residents 
have these amazing opportunities 
to appreciate world dance in their 
community.

Tickets for the March 12 show at 
Winlaw Hall are available at Jennie’s 
Book Garden or Love of Shiva, $10 for 

adults in advance, $12 at the door; $8 
youth 7-14; children 6 and under free. 

Register for the Youth World Dance 

Camp at SoulFireDance.webs.com or 
call 250-226-0087. The dance camp 
costs $55.

A series of world dance events is coming to the Slocan Valley.

submitted by Slocan Valley Whole 
School

The Slocan Valley Whole School is 
proud to present the Blue Moon Café, the 
annual midwinter fundraiser at Winlaw 
Hall, held this year on Saturday, March 
5. Doors open at 6 pm.  

The Blue Moon Café has been 
successfully chasing those snowy blues 
away for 12 years running. This year is no 
exception as we have a fabulous, eclectic 
mix of local and world performers who 
are guaranteed to stimulate your senses 
and get your feet moving. 

The evening will commence with a 
tantalizing Italian dinner (vegetarian and 

Blue Moon Café school fundraiser to feature Adham Shaikh 
non-wheat option) made by our Whole 
School chefs extraordinaire, complete 
with salad, garlic bread, and hot beverage 
choice. The sultry sounds of the amazing 
Gemma Luna Trio will provide for the 
ultimate dining experience. Activities 
are provided for the children during this 
portion of the night, so parents are sure 
to enjoy a satisfying and relaxing meal. 

The line-up will proceed to knock 
your wool socks off. Sonico will be 
bringing the sounds of Ecuador with 
traditional and original pieces sure to 
please; the popular and local recording 
artist JC Van Brugel will be showcasing 
his folk indie talent; The Morphreeks 

will be wowing with their African 
drum rhythms and energetic dance 
performance and stage presence; and 
closing the evening will be renowned 
local sound artist Adham Shaikh who 
will be keeping you bopping with his 
incomparable Sonic Turtle creations. 

Additional features including 
silent auction, vaudeville juggling 
performances, authentic Mexican hot 
chocolate, delectable concession, and 
poetry by the enigmatic Blair Leaman 
will make this one family event easy and 
enjoyable to support. 

Admission $10, independent of 
dinner fees. Arrivederci! 

The Slocan Valley Heritage Trail Society held its 7th annual ‘Day on the Trail’ on Sunday, February 6, at ‘Swan Lookout’ north of Lemon Creek. 
Pictured are some of the happy crowd who skied or walked in on the freshly groomed trail to enjoy hot chocolate, hot dogs and conversation by 

the bonfire. For many, this was the first opportunity to view the new interpretive signage, ‘Prehistoric life and settlement in the Slocan Valley,’ 
recently installed at the nearby archaeological site.

The first annual Nakusp Winter Carnival held on February 12 was a screaming success, with overwhelming community participation from people 
of all ages. The event was organized by Nakusp Minor Hockey. The next event to watch for is the announcement of the Top Ten finalists for the 

Kraft Hockeyville title on March 8. If Nakusp makes it, online voting will start immediately at www.krafthockeyville.ca.
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The Village of Kaslo 
hereby proclaims the week of 
February 21st to 27th, 2011 as 
HERITAGE WEEK
Come celebrate with us at the 

Pie Social and Heritage 
Tea at the Legion on 

February 26!

Mayor and Council
Village of Kaslo

Thanks for 
keeping our 

history alive!

405 Front St, Kaslo • 353-7633

Thanks to the 
Kootenay Lake 

Historical Society

Your efforts to preserve 
our heritage have not gone 
unnoticed. Thank you for a 

superb volunteer effort!

Andy Shadrack
Director Area D

Thanks to the 
Lardeau Valley 

Historical Society

Thank you for all of your 
volunteer hours and for 
keeping us aware of our 

history.

Andy Shadrack
Director Area D

submitted by Kootenay Mining Museum
Kaslo historian and former miner 

Dave May credits the village’s glory 
as a mining boomtown for his abiding 
dedication to chronicling the history of 
the industry in the Kootenays. Today 

Kaslo’s Kootenay Mining Museum founded by Dave May
– decades later – that history lies on 
display at the Kootenay Mining Museum, 
carefully and lovingly crafted into a 
fascinating display at 402 Front Street, 
Kaslo. May moved to Kaslo from Balfour 
in 1960, when he was just 16. 

“I found Kaslo was full of the 
remnants of its former glory as a 
mining boomtown,” recalls May. “The 
West Kootenays boasted the greatest 
concentration of old ghost towns in the 
entire country, and even at 16, my interest 
in all this former activity was thoroughly 
piqued.” 

Jobs were plentiful in those days, and 
nearly everyone was a sawmill worker, 
a logger, or a miner. “Stories of the past 
were rampant,” May says, “and you can 
just imagine how those stories conjured 
up images in the mind of a young 
teenager.” Many side roads through the 
area led to fascinating mining sites and 
camps, many of which were abandoned. 
“It was just as if the miners had simply 
walked away,” May remembers. 

Coincidentally, enter Teresa 
MacLanders, who would become May’s 
bride and whose own family members 
had migrated to the area as miners around 
1910. “Their history and the experiences 
they recounted just reinforced my newly 
defined interest in finding out more about 
the mining history of the Kootenays.”

By this time, May’s job was 

alternating between the local sawmill 
and working underground in the various 
mines. During these years, a whole 
generation of collectors rose up and 
began to slowly carry all the artifacts and 
pieces of history out of the area, causing 
May serious concern. 

As an example, he recalls a family 
hunting trip in the ’60s into the Violet 
Mine at the top end of Woodbury 
Creek. “We found the camp, located 
in a beautiful location, nestled in the 
mountains. It was just as if the crew had 
simply walked away; everything was 
in place, tables were set, the calendar 
was still on the wall, only the clock had 
stopped! It was like turning back time 
by 50 years and we all felt we were 
in a very special, almost sacred spot.” 
The May family didn’t remove a single 
artifact, not a single family souvenir, even 
though there was a strong bond to the old 
Violet Mine. Teresa’s grandfather Angus 
MacLanders and her great uncle Billy 
were partners in that mine.

About 10 years later, May and his 
children returned to the mine site, only to 
find that virtually everything that could 

be carried away was gone. “It was then 
that I decided to begin our collection 
and display parts of our local historical 
heritage for others to enjoy.” He was 
concerned it would be strewn all over 
the country, lost to the Kootenays forever.

The Kootenay Mining Museum 
collection started with mining articles 
and tools. Most items belonged to 
family, but it quickly grew in size with 
gifts and donations from friends. Later, 
the displays were completed with the 
collection and acquisition of various 
items. The museum was originally 
located at historic Woodbury Creek, 
where it remained for 15 years. For a 
short period of time, the museum was 
located in Sandon, where five families of 
MacLanders worked in the mines.

May is an accomplished historian, 
miner, boat builder and businessman, 
author of Sandon, The Mining Centre of 
the Silvery Slocan, and Nelson’s Electric 
Tramway.

The Kootenay Mining Museum is 
open daily, Monday through Saturday 
during normal business hours. Admission 
is by donation. 

submitted by Lardeau Valley Historical 
Society 

The Lardeau Valley Historical 
Society (LVHS) has had a busy year – 
and what better time to tell you about it 
than in this week of celebrating history.

For a small board, LVHS has 
done a number of things that keep us 
moving in the direction of promotion 
and preservation of our valuable history 
and heritage here at the north end of 
Kootenay Lake. 

One of only two railway buildings 
remaining from the years when the 
railway ran through the area was saved 
from the Ministry of Highways yard in 
Lardeau. Generous volunteers moved 
it to the location of our museum on 
the Lardeau Valley Community Club 
grounds in Meadow Creek. One day, 
with more volunteers and funding, it 
may become the smallest ever railway 
museum around.

Last fall we took part in the Harvest 
Fest in Meadow Creek, and provided 
amusement and good conversations over 
the artifact we had on display. We asked 
people to observe, discuss and try out the 

Heritage scan to inventory Lardeau Valley historical assets
object to discover what its use was. Some 
guessed correctly and others hadn’t a clue. 
Such is the character of history – some 
things are forgotten and others retained 
and passed on through the generations. 

Our plan for 2011 involves a project 
that will allow three key people and 
much community participation – via oral 
histories and memories shared – to do 
a ‘heritage scan’ of the Lardeau Valley. 

It will involve mapping, GPS work, 
research at other historical societies, 
interviews, etc.

This will be a multi-year project, 
and we hope it will connect with other 
relevant and ongoing projects around the 
valley. As well as offering some seasonal 
employment, it will build a greater picture 
of the rich history we collectively carry 
here. 

submitted by Kootenay Lake Historical 
Society

In 2009, the KLHS received a 
collection of shipyard tools owned by Jack 
Curran, shipwright and former Nelson 
shipyard foreman, through the estate of 
his son, former KLHS Board member 
Bill Curran. This outstanding collection 
includes a wide range of woodworking 
tools as used by a professional shipwright 
in the 1800s and early 1900s. The 
significance of the collection is firstly 
its entirety, making it highly unusual and 
historically important, and also that it 
relates directly to this region and the SS 
Moyie National Historic Site. 

Last fall, volunteers of Kootenay 

Historic shipbuilding tools donated to SS Moyie collection
Lake Historical Society spent many hours 
describing, photographing and preserving 
the tools. In the next few months, the 
society will be building a cabinet to 
display some of the most interesting tools 
and will use this to tell some of the story 
of how these ships were built. Watch for 
the display when the Moyie opens for this 
year’s season in May. Presently volunteers 
– including Katimavik volunteers from 
across Canada – are working in the 
Kootenay Lake Archives, assisting in the 
cataloguing of photographs, plans and 
papers from the Nelson shipyard which 
came with the tool collection and also 
some artifacts from the CPR where Bill 
Curran worked for many years.
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Our local historical 
societies make our 
communities more 

vibrant places to live 
in.
Ann’s Natural 

Foods
New Denver

thanks the arrow Lakes 
Historical Society and 

the Nakusp Museum for 
preserving the heritage of 

our valley!
416 Broadway • 250-265-3644

by Bruce Rohn, member of the Arrow 
Lakes Historical Society

Dredging on the Arrow Lakes 
spanned over 60 years with the use of 
two dredges, one with a paddlewheel 
and one that needed to be towed from 
place to place. There were three difficult 
sections in the river, one at Arrowhead on 
the Upper Lake, another at the narrows 
between the Upper and Lower Lake and 
the other below Robson. 

Steamboat service therefore was 
started in May and went to October 
when the water levels were high. During 
the 1893-94 season, construction of 
several wing dams were placed to help 
concentrate the flow of water into a 
main channel. The one at the Narrows at 
Burton would be reworked over the years 
until the 1950s. In 1897, the SS Nakusp 
was stranded here for two months.

In 1898, the Narrows below Caribou 
City were dredged for the first time using 
a CPR steam shovel. At the wing dams, 

History of the dredges on the Arrow Lakes 
erosion was quite extensive during high 
water, so mattressing was started from 
the low water mark up using brush, rock 
and wire.

In 1902, the federal government 
decided to build a dredge, the Nakusp, 
which was 80 feet, 8 inches long and 28 
feet, 2 inches wide. It was constructed 
of wood with two single engines and 
a locomotive boiler. The daily average 
dredging capacity was 500 cubic yards 
and it burned two to three tons of coal 
in a nine-hour day. It was self-propelled 
by a paddlewheel and therefore you 
needed a Master’s ticket to run it. Captain 
Charles Bacher became the first to pilot 
the Nakusp. When he was killed in a 
freak accident, Captain Robert Sanderson 
took his place. Sand Island above Burton 
between Graham’s and Carroll’s Landing 
was the first area that the dredge worked. 
It was all sand and when you completed 
the last part, the first part was filling in. 

With the building of the SS 

Bonnington in 1911 and increased tourist 
traffic, the Nakusp dredge was not able 
to maintain the narrows channel and a 
new dredge, the Sheldrake, was built 
that measured 71.6 feet by 34.6 feet. 
Robert McWhirter became the first to 
pilot the new dredge and the Nakusp and 
Sheldrake worked together until 1914 
when the Nakusp was retired. They had to 
do some reconstruction of the Sheldrake 
but afterward the dredge worked to keep 
the channel at 75 feet wide and 8 feet 
deep at low water. Tugs needed to be 
rented to tow the dredge to the different 
locations. Finally the Dorothy Symons 
was bought for this work in 1917 and 
renamed Nakusp. Captain Ed Trimble 
took on the master’s job when Robert 
McWhirter retired and worked until 
1945. 

At Cottonwood Point, which jutted 
out into the narrows below Burton, a 
major reconstruction of the wing dam 
and channel was made. The channel was 

640 feet long with an average width of 
125 feet. It was estimated that in digging 
this new waterway approximately 60,000 
square yards of earth was removed 
weighing 90,000 tons. At the upper 
approach to the channel there is a dam 
540 feet long, which took four months to 
dig. This work was done by the Sheldrake 
dredge.

In 1926-27, the Sheldrake was 
rebuilt and renamed the Arrow Lakes 
dredge. When the SS Bonnington was 
retired in 1931, the SS Minto was the 
only steamer on the through run. She 

drew the least amount of water and could 
navigate through most places with the 
least amount of dredging, but dredging 
continued for the last years of steamboat 
travel. A few of the last to run the dredge 
were Louis Montalbetti, Joe Robazzo and 
Jarrett Johnson.

When the dredge was retired, it was 
taken back to the government wharf at 
Nakusp and was sold to Doug Hakeman 
who took it to Revelstoke to become a 
museum. However, it was burned and 
completely destroyed one Halloween 
night.

submitted by Sharon Montgomery, 
Nakusp Museum Society

The theme for Heritage Week this 
year is ‘Parks and Cultural Landscapes.’ 
Take your pick – everywhere you look 
in this Arrow Lakes Valley is a cultural 
landscape, and probably has a legend to 
explain its importance in history.

Geographically, this valley is a 
natural fault line – hence the multitude 
of hot springs. The Monashee Mountains 
(‘monashee’ means ‘hidden place of 
the fairies’ in Gaelic) to the west are 
relatively new in comparison to Box 
Mountain on the east side of the river. It is 
the last mountain in the northern portion 
of the Valhalla Range. The two plates are 
divided by the Columbia River that is 
deep enough to house a million-year-old 
species, the sturgeon.

One of the outstanding jewels of this 
area is the Nakusp Hot Springs situated 
on the eastern shore of the Kuskanax 
Creek (‘kuskanax’ means ‘dangerous 
water’ in Salish). The local Sinixt natives 
so named the Kuskanax to keep young 
children away when the river was raging 
and rolling boulders in the late spring.

The sulphur water bubbles out of the 
ground at the source and is conveniently 
and easily mixed with the pure Kuskanax 
Creek water for a healing experience. The 

Nakusp area hot springs contain deep local history
lithia content is second only to Halcyon 
Hot Springs which is the strongest in 
North America.

The Arrow Lakes Indians valued 
this resource as a spiritual place to go 
in the winter and sometimes take their 
terminally ill for a more peaceful passing.

It was also a plentiful winter hunting 
ground as the animals would gravitate to 
the hot waters. So for thousands of years, 
our local natives enjoyed the healing 

waters of Nakusp, Halfway, St Leon, 
Halcyon and all the other wild springs 
in between. These spiritual hot spots 
were traditional ‘cultural landscapes’ 
for a large population of ancestors in the 
Arrow Lakes Valley.

So the next time you’re soaking your 
muscles in our Nakusp Hot Springs, give 
thanks for the unique healing resource we 
have inherited from the Mother Tribe as 
stewards.

submitted by Webb Cummings, 
Silvery Slocan Historical Society

The Silvery Slocan Museum 
building was built in 1897 as the 
Bank of Montreal and operated till 
the 1960s as the main local bank. It 
became Village property and has been 
operated as the museum by the Silvery 
Slocan Historical Society. 

With funding from Heritage 
BC and other sources, the building 
has been restored to its early 1900s 
condition but with a foundation. It is 
a designated heritage site.

The mandate of the society is 
to collect and display the history of 
the Slocan Lake area, so there are 
displays from early homes, the old 
hospital, the Japanese-Canadian 
population and businesses. In 2010, 

Silvery Slocan Museum continues legacy of local history
a Celebrating Our Seniors display 
showed photos and stories and a book 
in the museum contains the collection. 
This is the most recent of several 
volumes organized by Trevor Harrop.

New displays in this museum this 
year will be the Molly Hughes story 
and the Bank of Montreal in New 
Denver. Efforts are also being made 
to have the back room perform its 
original function as archival storage 
and research room.

The Village of New Denver 
council has always been very 
supportive, and interested people 
can show their support by joining 
the society. The AGM will be in late 
March.

The museum will open as usual in 
late June until Labour Day.
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Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work, 
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal

WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS
359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539

3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

WANTED 
TO BUY: 

CEDAR AND 
PINE POLES
John Shantz

•	250-308-7941	(cell)

Please	contact: Gorman 
Brothers Lumber Ltd.

250-547-9296
Support the Valley Voice with 

a voluntary subscription
Only $10-$30 

March   Break
Creative Arts Camp for 

Kootenay Kids
Featuring a different local artist each day

At The Silverton Gallery
March 21-25 9 am- 3 pm

$125 for the week
Art supplies included

Public Art Show March 26 

     250 358 7773
lovingspirit@rocketmail.com 

Partly funded by CKCA

by Jan McMurray
• Sandy Smith and Krystal 

Stevenson, representing Slocan Valley’s 
new roller derby teams, attended to ask 
council for the use of the tennis courts 
for their practices. They would like to 
re-surface the tennis courts with white 
concrete paint. This would be beneficial 
to all users of the surface, they explained, 
as it would protect the surface from heat 
damage in the summer and provide 
insulation for the ice rink in the winter.

Smith said they had asked some 
companies to quote on the job and would 
forward the quotes to the Village as 
soon as they came in. She said the roller 
derby teams were planning a disco dance 
fundraiser for the project, and asked that 
the Village contribute as well.

Many roller derby team members 
also attended to show their support and 
enthusiasm. Council will discuss the 
request at a budget meeting.

• A new resident in Slocan, Andrew 
Cop, attended to offer some help as 
a volunteer. The recent unplanned 
replacement of the filters on the water 
plant prompted him to approach council 
and offer to look at the water system to 
see if he could identify any opportunities 
for cost savings. Cop is a qualified 
millwright, electrician and power 
engineer. 

CAO Jack Richardson explained 
that the Village is now aware of the life 
expectancy of the filters, so will be able 
to plan properly for their replacement. He 
said he had some concerns about Cop’s 
offer. “I’m concerned about the public 
being involved where they shouldn’t 
be involved,” he said, but encouraged 
Cop to contact him so he could set up a 
tour of the plant with the public works 
foreman. Councillor Elliott suggested 
he participate in the CBT WaterSmart 
program underway in Slocan, and Mayor 
Perriere suggested that he consider 
joining the OCP committee.

• Council will send a resolution in 

Slocan council, February 15: Roller derby teams ask to use tennis courts for practices
support of the liquor licence application 
of the Slocan Legion to the Liquor 
Control Branch in Victoria. Residents 
were invited to provide input on the 
application via the Valley Voice and the 
Village newsletter. No public input was 
received. The Legion would like to have 
the licence to serve alcohol upstairs in 
the games room, where there will be a 
shuffleboard, TV and hopefully a pool 
table. Liquor will still only be served 
on the main floor of the building during 
special events, under ‘special occasion’ 
liquor licences. If the Liquor Control 
Branch grants the licence, the upstairs 
games room will be open to Legion 
members and their guests only, and will 
be run by volunteers.

• Council received a letter from two 
residents asking permission to have a 
burger shack in the summer months at 
the beach. Council noted that they had 
permitted a mobile popsicle vendor and 
were more comfortable with a mobile 
set-up rather than a semi-permanent 
shack. Council directed staff to contact 
the proponents, give them council’s 
comments, and invite them to make a 
presentation to council.

• Council agreed to enter into a 
service agreement with the Slocan 
Community Library group, rather 
than having them operate as a select 
committee of council. Under the 
agreement, the Village will provide the 
group with $1,000 for 2011. The fee will 
be negotiated annually. The group will 
now be responsible for its own financial 
statements.

• Mayor Perriere will appoint 
five people to the CBT Community 
Initiatives Funding selection committee. 
This committee will be charged with 
reviewing the grant applications received 
by the Village of Slocan under this 
program.

• The OCP committee submitted a 
report based on its review of Patricia 
Dehnel’s proposal to update the OCP. 
The committee would like to see more 
opportunity for public input than Dehnel 
provides for in her proposal. They 
recommend one or two more meetings 
and would like to see clear avenues for 
public participation at the meetings. 
Also, the committee points out that there 

is no reference to mapping in Dehnel’s 
proposal, and mapping is necessary.

The CAO will contact Dehnel to 
discuss these issues.

• Council gave approval in principal 
for the development of a Village signage 
strategy. Council’s signage liaisons will 
come up with a strategy and present it to 
council for approval. Staff was directed 
to research possible funding avenues.

• A letter from the Women’s Institute 
(WI) reminds council of its 2009 
promise to place $20,000 in trust for the 
organization to establish a commercial 
kitchen in the Legion hall. The CAO 
reported that no money was budgeted 
for the project in 2010. Councillor Lunn 
acknowledged the agreement with the 
WI, and said council would like to set 
aside the funds when the project is ready 
to go. Council directed staff to ask the WI 
for more information.

• A ‘Water Conservation Partnership 
Agreement’ between the Village and 

the grades 7/8 class at WE Graham was 
approved. The agreement identifies 
participating students as ‘Watersmart 
Stewards’ for the school and states that 
the Village will support their water 
conservation activities. Councillor 
Elliott reported that the students were 
considering creating a community 
garden and watering it with rainwater.

• Staff will meet with the WE 
Graham Community Service Society 
to have discussions about a Skatepark 
Operations Manual, which would 
include a maintenance schedule.

• Bylaw 603, Water Regulations and 
Conservation Bylaw, was referred to the 
upcoming WaterSmart meeting.

• Bylaw 604, Untidy and Unsightly 
Properties Bylaw, which updates the 
current bylaw, was tabled to a future 
meeting. Councillor Elliott asked how 
the bylaw helps with the abandoned 
trailers in town. Now that they are 
boarded up, the safety issue of children 

playing in the trailers is resolved. The 
CAO said he has requested information 
from the Village lawyer about the ability 
to tear down unsightly, abandoned 
buildings and send the bill to the owner. 
He said he would bring the information 
forward to council when he gets it.

• As council has identified policy 
development as a priority, the CAO 
is preparing draft policies for council 
review. He presented six draft policies 
at this meeting; four were approved 
and two were referred back to staff for 
revision.

• As requested by the Sunshine 
Coast Regional District, the Village 
will send a letter to each leadership 
candidate with copies to all UBCM 
members, requesting a policy change 
regarding the presence of industry in 
BC drinking watersheds. The letter will 
also be submitted as input into the Water 
Act Modernization (Water Sustainability 
Act) consultation process.

by Michael Dorsey
• Mayor Wright asked council to 

address the issue of a Village electric 
truck. Administrator Gordon had 
reported that a small hybrid gas/electric 
vehicle would cost around $47,000, 
noting that Public Works would like a 
larger truck. Council moved to direct 
staff to prepare a recommendation, 
including costing on the purchase of an 
electric truck.

• Council addressed a request by 
Rory Pownall for approval for a liquor 
license regarding the restaurant she 
wishes to open on the main street. 
Council moved her request be referred 
to staff to follow the liquor licensing 
process steps, with a final report and 
recommendation provided to council 
upon completion.

• The OCP and zoning amendment 
bylaws, Bylaws 654 and 655, were 
adopted.

• Council received correspondence 
from BC Hydro Vegetation Maintenance 
Coordinator Mike Joles advising that a 
bulk tree purchase coupon for $2,000 
would be issued to the Village. Mayor 
Wright explained that the Village would 
re-plant appropriate trees or shrubs along 
the Hydro right-of-way.

• Mayor Wright said he would meet 
with the Kyowakai Society to discuss the 
CBT Community Initiatives Program 
funding opportunities. For 2011 and the 
following two years, the Village will 
have $30,000 in discretionary funding 
available under this program.

• Council received a copy of a letter 
from the Slocan Lake Stewardship 

New Denver council, February 8: Purchase of electric truck considered
Society to the RDCK, asking the 
RDCK to investigate and initiate the 
steps necessary to develop a Lake 
Management Plan for Slocan Lake.

• Council received a letter from 
Peter Roulston of the Area H North TV 
Society, informing council that he would 
be cutting down two fir trees that are a 
problem at the transmission site. 

• In RDCK news, Mayor Wright 
noted that budget talks in General Affairs 
and West Waste Management (Resource 
Recovery) were almost complete, 
and that the Economic Development 
Commission would not need taxation in 
2011 as they have surplus funds.

Wright also brought to council’s 
attention the fact that, due to a Supreme 
Court ruling against the Rosebery 
Parklands Development Society in a 
suit brought by Brian and Mary Jane 
Sykes, the Regional District is now faced 
with a private dock on the foreshore of 
RDCK property. This property was sold 
to RDCK in 2008 for $1.

• Council discussed a report to 
provincial, territorial and municipal 
governments from the Council of 
Canadians (COC) and CUPE (Canadian 
Union of Public Employees). The report, 
titled ‘Public Water For Sale: How 
Canada Will Privatize Our Public Water 
Systems,’ was prepared to caution levels 
of government about the effects on public 
water systems and water management 
arising during the sixth round of 
negotiations of the Canada-European 
Union Comprehensive Economic and 
Trade Agreement (CETA).

CETA proposes (in large part due to 
Europe’s large private water companies) 
to encourage privatization as conditions 
of receiving federal money for municipal 
infrastructure projects. Worldwide 
experiments with privatization of 
public services and water systems have 
consistently failed, with disastrous results 
such as: disappearance of accountability; 
excessively high water rates; worker 
lay-offs; and declining service levels. 
As well, aspects of the proposed CETA 
talks allow US companies to participate 
in local government bidding without 
Canadian companies having reciprocity 

in the US.
The Federation of Canadian 

Municipalities (FCM), the Union of BC 
Municipalities (UBCM), CUPE and 
the COC agree that local governments 
must take immediate action to develop a 
public funding plan to upgrade Canada’s 
neglected water infrastructure, and 
seek consent with Canadians on what 
provisions a trade agreement with the 
European Union should and should not 
include. Council and staff will gather 
more data to form a response.

• Council was invited to review and 
comment on a policy regarding diking 
authorities for new dikes, recently 
developed by the Province. Council 
directed staff to write to the Provincial 
Dike Inspector to determine exactly 
who has authority over existing dikes; 
what procedures exist for requests for 
necessary maintenance; and asking how 
the Ministry of Environment ensures 
the Village will receive responses for 
approval, as none have been received 
in the past.
Workshop on raising chickens 
offered at Vallican Whole
submitted by Jen Barclay

Raising chickens for market can 
help small farmers build both profits and 
soil fertility. However, legal sales must 
be processed in an approved slaughtering 
facility or abattoir. Join us for ‘Chicken 
Day’ at the Vallican Whole Community 
Centre in the Slocan Valley from 10 am 
to 4 pm on March 5.

With recent approval of the Meat 
Transition Assistance Program, planning 
is underway to create an approved 
mobile poultry abattoir in the West 
Kootenay. On March 5 experts in small-
scale poultry production will explain 
everything you need to know. Topics 
will include ordering and raising chicks, 
nutrition, equipment for indoor and 
pasture production, marketing, preparing 
to process and more. This event will be 
of interest to current producers, as well 
as anyone interested in learning how 
to raise chickens for their own use or 
for sale.

Admission by donation. Bring your 
own lunch. Pre-registration at 250-226-
7100 appreciated. For more information 
contact Jen Barclay at 250-505-7765 or 
Judi Morton at 250-226-7100.
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Brisco, B.C. V0A 1B0
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WOOD PRESERVERS LTD.

Support the Valley Voice with 
a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30 

submitted by Christie McPhee
The blue building in Passmore is 

open to the public once again and there 
is a lot going on in there. 

Wee Gallery is having its first art 
opening, Saturday March 5, from 7-10 
pm. The opening will celebrate the many 
amazing artists and artisans already in the 
gallery shop, including Karma of Queens 
Bay, the artist featured in the gallery’s 
first show. The event will also be a 
chance to show off the space to interested 
artists, present the flameworking studio, 
and showcase the Kootenay Espresso 
Medics’ machines available for sale. 

What are they building in the blue building in Passmore?
Wee Gallery will show a different 

artist on the walls every month and host 
evening openings for each show with 
music, refreshments, and Niko’s Bliss 
coffee.

Christie McPhee, sole proprietor 
of Stones Throw Glass House and 
Wee Gallery, has been operating her 
flameworking studio/supply business 
from home, deep in the woods of 
Passmore, since March 2007. She has 
now moved to the Wee Gallery building 
and has opened the studio/store to 
the public, offering beginner lessons, 
classes, and studio rentals.

Flameworking is an ancient 
technique of melting glass rods and 
tubes over a flame to form hollow and 
solid objects. The studio is equipped 
with one torch for flameworking now, 
and expects to have six by summer. 
“This will allow us to rent studio space 
to working glassblowers and students, 
and to hire instructors for advanced 
classes where some blowers bring their 
own torch,” explained McPhee. She is 
taking bookings for lessons and studio 
rentals now. 

Sharing the space with McPhee is 
Kootenay Espresso Medic. “No, it’s not 

a new café, it’s actually our very own 
espresso machine repair shop,” says 
McPhee. Previously mobile only, the 
expanding business needed a storefront 
location for machines to be dropped off 
while the medic is out on calls in coffee 
shops and restaurants.

“After working exclusively on 
commercial espresso machines for three 
years, I saw the need for a local repair 
shop for home espresso machines in the 
area,” said Kootenay Espresso Medic, 
Niko Ducharme, a.k.a. Niko Bliss. 
You might have seen him at festivals, 
passionately performing the art of barista 

with vintage restored machinery. Niko 
services most of the coffee shops and 
restaurants in the Greater Kootenay area. 
Now, home users have access to our local 
espresso machinologist.

For sale at the shop are used home 
and commercial espresso machines and 
grinders, Evo-Cleaner, a bio-degradable, 
septic-safe espresso machine cleaner, 
and Niko’s own BlissBlend from Oso 
Negro. Located at 3598 Hwy. 6 in 
Passmore, the studio and gallery are 
open Wednesday to Saturday, 11-6 and 
evenings by appointment. Call 250-226-
7699 for details.

by Cedra Eichenauer
The afternoon of Sunday, February 

6 saw a good turnout at the Bonnington 
Arts Centre for a performance of The 
Schumann Letters, presented by three 
very talented performers. 

Micheal Kim was the first to 
come on stage. He took his place at 
the piano and began with Schumann’s 
Traumerei; Op. 15, No. 7. After a brief 
time, he was joined by Colin Fox, who 
acted as the narrator. He described 

The Schumann Letters was a moving performance
a street scene from an 1854 winter 
evening in Germany. It is the last day 
of Carnival before Lent, and despite 
the pouring rain, revellers in costume 
fill the streets. So no one finds it odd 
that a man is hurrying through the 
darkness dressed only in a night-dress 
and slippers. He’s on his way to jump 
off the bridge into the river. This man 
was Robert Schumann. As Fox finished 
this opening scene, Susan Gilmour 
Bailey came on stage and sang Die 

Lotosblume.
Fox then took us back in time to the 

beginning of Schumann’s life, telling 
about his early childhood and love 
of music, the death of his father and 
other cherished family members. The 
narrative was enhanced by passionate 
performances on the piano, and heart-
felt songs from Bailey. Fox used 
storytelling, and many direct quotes 
from letters written by Schumann, his 
mother, his love – and eventual wife – 

Clara, and others, to stitch together the 
story of Schumann’s difficult courtship 
and finally, marriage. His story ended 
on their wedding day, with a quote from 
Clara’s journal. She could not imagine 
life without Robert. A happy ending, 
except that we already knew Robert 
would eventually be committed to an 
asylum. Kim closed with Traumerei 
once again, a gentle reminder for those 
wrapped in hope and wonder.

These three artists worked together 

beautifully. When speaking, playing 
or singing, their faces were alive 
with emotion, their voices and music 
vibrant with feeling. When they were 
not actively performing, they honoured 
their colleagues with attentive stillness. 
Schumann’s music and songs created 
a passionate framework for the stories 
and letters that made up the narrative. 
The result was a near real experience 
of moving through Robert and Clara’s 
lives.

submitted by Slocan Valley 
Recreation

Are you thinking ahead to getting 
your garden in the ground? Are you 
looking for untreated heritage and/or 
locally grown seeds that are proven to 
be successful in the area? The annual 
Slocan Valley Seed Exchange Day is 
happening this year at the Slocan Park 

Slocan Valley seed exchange helps gardeners prepare for spring
Hall on Sunday, March 6 from 1-4 pm 
and is a great opportunity for everyone 
to get in tune with the season ahead.

The event, which is being 
organized by Slocan Valley 
Recreation, continues to be one of 
the largest seed exchange days in the 
Kootenays, drawing a wide range 
of organic growers from around the 

region. It usually features a large 
selection of local seed, heritage 
seed, root stock and cuttings. It also 
features information updates from 
groups such as Seeds of Diversity on 
the ever-increasing challenges being 
faced by those trying to maintain an 
organic garden. 

Everyone is welcome to come and 

buy, sell or trade at the event, which 
has grown like the community it is 
being held in. From the new gardener 
just starting to work the soil, to those 
who have tended their gardens for 
generations, or those who create a 
variety of other products from the land 
around them, it’s a day focused on 
sharing our wealth. If you’re a larger 

vendor you should be contacting 
Slocan Valley Recreation as soon as 
possible to reserve table space.

Admission is by donation with a 
portion of the proceeds going to the 
Slocan Valley River Farmers Group. 
For more information, contact Slocan 
Valley Recreation at 226-0008 or via 
email at slocanvalleyrec@rdck.bc.ca. 

submit ted by Slocan Val ley 
Recreation

Slocan Valley Recreation will once 
again be hosting the annual Kids’ Zone 
Buy and Sell on Saturday, March 5. 
This popular event is being held at the 
Slocan Park Hall and runs from 10 
am to 12 noon. Every spring the swap 

Popular Slocan Valley Kids’ Zone Buy and Sell event returns 
gets kids cleaning out their closets and 
cupboards and finding items they’ve 
outgrown, which may just bring them 
some cold hard cash just in time for 
spring break.

Just what is the Kids’ Zone Buy 
and Sell and how does it work? It’s 
a swap meet where nothing but kids’ 

stuff is bought and sold. Clothes, 
games, toys, books and sporting goods 
are just some of the items that can be 
found. On top of that, kids are asked 
to run the tables and make the sales. 
Parents can assist at the tables if they 
wish, but primarily we’re encouraging 
young entrepreneurs to experience how 

it works. 
Of course, all ages are welcome to 

come and shop. In fact, the event has 
become a great place for those with 
young families to fill their growing 
children’s needs at a reasonable cost. 
Be ready to find lots of great bargains.

The Slocan Park Hall can be 

found approximately 10 km north 
on Highway 6 from the Highway 3 
junction at Playmor.

Table space can be at a premium 
for the event, so if interested in being 
a vendor, contact the Recreation 
office at 226-0008 or via email at 
slocanvalleyrec@rdck.bc.ca soon. 

submitted by Slocan Valley Recreation
Slocan Valley Recreation is pleased 

to invite everyone to experience ‘The 
Bear Necessities’ Thursday, February 
24 at 7 pm at Slocan Park Hall. Join 
the ‘Bear Lady,’ Evelyn Kirkaldy, 
as she offers a peek into the intimate 
life of bears and their behaviour 
through photographs and stories that 
are guaranteed to amaze, amuse and 
educate.

Kirkaldy has travelled through 
bear country from Alaska through 

Presentation on bear behaviour offered in Slocan Park
various destinations along the BC 
coast, northeast to Churchill, Manitoba 
and down to a research facility in 
Minnesota. Hear about how a grizzly 
cub came to be known as ‘Bouncer’ 
and about building an igloo in polar 
bear country. Or how she spent 10 days 
in a treehouse surrounded by 16 wild 
grizzly bears, observing the antics and 
social interactions of these amazing and 
highly intelligent creatures.

As an added treat, Kirkaldy has 
included some of the artwork inspired 

by her adventures, her passion for 
bears and the natural world. “With my 
paintings I try to capture the essence 
of the landscape, the feeling of living 
in nature. A forest is not just trees, it’s 
a metropolis teeming with wildlife!”

Tips on bear safety in Kootenay bear 
country will be emphasized and you are 
encouraged to bring questions. Kirkaldy 
is the Lower Valley Coordinator for 
the Slocan Valley Bear Smart Program 
and an advisor for the Get Bear Smart 
Society, BC’s pilot program for human/

bear conflict management. 
Admission by donation will benefit 

the Kootenay Animal Assistance 
Program (homes4animals.com). If 

planning to attend please contact Slocan 
Valley Recreation at 250-226-0008. For 
more information visit www.bearsmart.
com.

by Jan McMurray
Everyone is invited to celebrate 

Heritage Week in Kaslo, the village 
with over 60 officially designated 
heritage buildings. A guided tour of 
Kaslo’s historic buildings will take 
place on Wednesday, February 23. 
It starts at the Kemball Memorial 
Centre on 4th Street. This is a chance 
for people to see the renovations that 
have been underway at the City 
Hall.

On Saturday, February 26, a 
Pie Social and Heritage Tea takes 
place at the Legion from 1 to 3 pm. 
Sponsored by Columbia Basin Trust, 
this event includes a lunch prepared 
by the Legion Ladies Auxiliary. 
Admission is by donation, and tax 
receipts can be issued for donations 
over $10. Anyone wishing to bring a 
pie is welcome to drop it off anytime 
that morning. Non-profit groups are 
invited to reserve a table at the event 
by calling Carol at the Village office, 

Celebrate Heritage Week in Kaslo
353-2311. The event is in support of 
City Hall conservation.

Bears just wanna have fun! Alaskan brown bears play in this excerpt from Evelyn Kirkaldy’s upcoming presentation at Slocan Park Hall. 
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Thank you 
Valley Voice
The only newspaper that 

tells us what is going on in 
the Kaslo area. The only 
newspaper that gives us a 

chance to say what we think 
about it, free of charge, in 
Voices from the Valleys.

Paid advertisement by Jane Lynch 
in support of the Valley Voice

Real Estate in Kaslo and 
North Kootenay Lake 
www.century21kaslo.com	
kul@century21kaslo.com	

250-505-4722
Century21 Mountainview Realty Ltd.

Open Mon - Thurs 
6:30 am to 3:00 pm

Fri, Sat, Sun
6:30 am to 8:00 pm

Licensed

Located	at	the	Heart	of	
Front	Street	•	353-2955

“Best Eggs Benedict Ever”
“Mexican, Salads, 

Dinners, Wraps & Stir-Fry

by Jan McMurray
• Council received an email from Jeff 

Nielson of the Ministry of Community, 
Sport and Cultural Development about 
the Village’s proposal to extend its 
boundaries to include the airport. Nielson 
says the ministry generally does not 
allow for ‘satellite boundary extensions’ 
such as this, where there are properties 
in between the Village boundary and 
the proposed extension. He says it is 
recommended that the Village approach 
the intervening property owners to 
determine if they are interested in being 
brought into the municipality.

Nielson also says he believes the 
Ministry of Transportation would require 
that the Village take over Kaslo West 
Road as part of the extension. This 
is the road that goes to the transfer 
station. Currently, Kaslo West Road is 
under the authority of the Ministry of 
Transportation and maintained by YRB.

It was not the intention of the Village 
to take in the intervening properties 
or to assume responsibility for Kaslo 
West Road, according to the Village’s 
boundary extension proposal to the 
government. “…the Village would 
unlikely ever recover its costs to maintain 
the road…” states the proposal.

• The Village will send a third letter 
to Dr. Halpenny, President and CEO of 
the Interior Health Authority, expressing 
council’s dismay that the positions of 
Public Health Nurse and Primary Care 
Nurse at the Kaslo Primary Health Centre 
are still vacant.

• Minutes of a budget meeting 
regarding the City Hall project were 
adopted. The amount requested for the 
project in 2011 is $55,000.

• Berdine Jonker from the BC 
Heritage Branch attended a meeting 
of the Development Services – City 
Hall Committee on January 27. After 
viewing the City Hall, she provided 
information about heritage standards and 
guidelines specific to the Kaslo project. 
Her comments are outlined in the minutes 

of the committee meeting. Councillor 
Cormie suggested that a conference call 
take place with BC Heritage Branch 
representatives, the building inspector, 
architect Thomas Loh and Heritage 
Contact Andy Pritchard.

• A memo from Deputy Clerk Carol 
Hughes explains that a risk assessment 
of the City Hall building should have 
been completed prior to beginning the 
renovation work, to determine if there is 
any asbestos to remove. Council decided 
to direct staff to arrange for asbestos 
testing for the City Hall building, and to 
cost a risk assessment for the building.

• Council received the minutes of 
a Liquid Waste Management Select 
Committee (LWMSC) meeting held 
in January. The committee made five 
recommendations to council, which were 
referred to the Development Services 
Committee for recommendation to 
council. 

Councillors Hewat and Leathwood 
commented that these recommendations 
are outside the terms of reference of the 
LWMSC. Councillors Frary and Cormie 
suggested that the committee’s terms of 
reference be amended to accommodate 

the work the committee is doing.
Council decided to ask the committee 

to provide a progress report on its work 
with respect to its terms of reference.

The f ive recommendations 
considered outside the committee’s 
terms of reference were: that staff review 
the list of properties in the specified area 
and advise any of those properties serving 
food that they must connect; that staff 
ask the IHA to inspect the grease traps 
of establishments serving food; that the 
foreman contact other municipalities to 
find out how much they charge for waste 
trucked in to their sewer plant; that staff 
confirm that all easements for sewer 
pipeline have been registered; that the 
committee be provided with mapping 
of the sewer line, including easements.

The committee’s terms of reference 
outline the activities of the committee to 
be: to determine the relationship between 
water meter consumption and sanitary 
sewer discharge relative to classes of use 
in the specified area; to review parcel tax 
roll for the specified area every year; to 
make a recommendation to council on 
the need for a community Liquid Waste 
Management Plan, including public 

Kaslo council, February 8: Ministry comments on proposed boundary expansion
demand, scheduling and viable grant 
opportunities; to do additional duties if 
required after the above items have been 
dealt with.

• Preliminary work on a Kootenay 
Lake Stewardship Plan has begun. Mayor 
Lay and CAO Sawyer participated in a 
telephone conference with Angus Glass 
of VisionLink Consulting as part of an 
initial ‘scoping study.’ Council received 
the notes from that telephone conference.

• Superintendent Jeff Jones, School 
District No. 8, wrote to say he’d be happy 
to meet with the Village to discuss shared 
transportation and library services. Staff 
was directed to set up the meeting.

• Information from Climate Sense 
Environmental Services was received 
regarding water-saving showerhead kits 
that could be made available to Kaslo 
residents at no cost. Council agreed to 
express interest in participating in the 
program.

• The quote from Kootenay Waste 
Services Ltd. for $34,482.72 (HST 
inclusive) for a three-year term was 
accepted for municipal waste collection 
service. This was the only bid submitted 
to the Village.

• An application for storefront sign 
approval by Home Hardware was 
approved to allow a sign measuring 40 
square feet in area. 

• A letter from Phil Trotter regarding 
his subdivision application fees was 
referred to the Development Services 
Committee for recommendation to 
council. Trotter paid $100 when he 
first applied in 2007 to subdivide two 
lots off his property. Because of septic 
regulations, the plan had to be amended 
and re-submitted. The Village is asking 
Trotter to pay the fee for the re-submitted 
application; the fee has increased to 
$1,000 over the last four years. Trotter is 
asking council to review this.

• The mayor and CAO were 
authorized to sign a lease with Kaslo 
Shipyard Company Limited for a term of 
five years, with annual rent of $2,813.03 
in the first year and $2,927.25 in the 
fifth year.

• Council received the minutes 
of a Water Street Committee meeting 
in January and the agenda for the 
committee’s February meeting.

• Accounts payable of $71,836.49 
were approved.

submitted by Erika Bird
Do you love to garden? Are you 

already perusing seed catalogues and 
making plans for when the crocuses 
emerge?

For those who love the challenge 
of taking on a small gardening project, 
nurturing it and watching it bloom, 
Communities in Bloom is a perfect 
fit. Now in its third year, Kaslo’s CiB 

Join Communities In Bloom and make a difference in Kaslo
program is all about making a difference, 
right where we live. Being involved 
means you begin to notice neglected 
spots that you previously walked right 
by and imagining what they could be.

Last year the Grade 8 class created 
a stunning corner garden in a vacant lot 
downtown, new flower beds brought 
focus to the cenotaph, planters were 
placed around the market square, the 

hospital gardens were revived, and 
Kaslo’s entrance sign on the highway 
was spruced up. Many other projects, 
big and small, were conceived of and 
tended to by individuals and groups, 
changing the Kaslo landscape. Volunteer 
efforts were recorded in pictures and 
articles and presented to the CiB judges 
when they arrived in July. Kaslo’s 2010 
Judges’ Book can be viewed by going to 

the home page at www.pennywiseads.
com.

The 2011 CiB budget should be 
bigger than past years and we need 
volunteers to help us grow our efforts. 
If you have an idea or would be willing 
to participate in Kaslo’s 2011 CiB effort, 
call Stephanie Patience at the Village 
office, 250-353-2311 or Erika Bird, 
250-353-7492.

submitted by Susan Grimble
Are you ready for permaculture? 

Do you believe in these ethics on which 
this movement is founded – care for 
the Earth, care for people, share the 
abundance? Then you’ll be eager to 
participate in a permaculture course 
offered at Johnson’s Landing March 
10-22. 

The principles of permaculture are 
based on nature, where everything gives 
to everything else to create the cycle of 
life, each part strengthening the whole. 
It is a return to indigenous wisdom, 
to a deep awareness of patterns and 
connections in our relationships with 
all things. 

In the course you learn how to ‘close 
the loops,’ reduce waste, store energy 
and re-use resources many times over to 
create efficiency and reduce dependence 
on outside inputs. Other valuable 
skills include learning to co-create 
designs that conserve water, energy 
and time; integrate multi-functional and 
regenerative designs for living; grow 
healthy food and nurture the land; extend 
the growing season with high-tech, low-
cost designs; deepen your connection 
with the wisdom of nature; develop 
self-reliance and save money on food 
and energy.

The instructors are Zia Parker 
and Jim Gibson. Parker has lived a 
permaculture-based life for 20 years, 
taught in Africa and the US, and worked 
with numerous Indian tribes. She runs 
the Willow Way Permaculture Farm 
in Colorado. Gibson is a friend of Paul 
Stamets and a graduate of the Stamets 
Schools for Mushroom Cultivation and 

Permaculture course offered in Johnson’s Landing, March 10-22
Mycorestoration. They have a vast array 
of skills and they want to share them 
with you. Permaculture courses have 
been taught to over 12 million people in 
100 countries.

The  Permacul tu re  Des ign 

Course can also be a step toward a 
permaculture career – in consulting, 
teaching, designing, implementing and 
maintaining permaculture systems. 
Join the movement towards sustainable 
living: environmentally, financially, and 

socially.
For more information about cost, 

accommodations, work/trades, grants, 
etc. contact 250-366-4395/250-352-
3449, susangrimble@telus.net or visit 
www.willowaywellness.com.

submitted by Kaslo Concert Society
The Kaslo Concert Society 

is pleased to present cellist Yegor 
Dyachkov in recital at 7:30 pm on 
Friday, March 4, at St. Andrew’s United 
Church, Kaslo. 

Born in Moscow and now living 
in Montreal, Dyachkov is known 
for his remarkable stage presence, 

Award-winning cellist Dyachkov to perform in Kaslo
depth of insight, nuance and musical 
generosity. In 2000 he received the 
Young Canadian Musician Award and 
has gone on to establish an international 
reputation as an inspired recitalist, 
chamber musician and concerto soloist. 
For his Kaslo recital, Dyachkov will be 
accompanied by pianist Jean Saulnier 
in a program of music by Martinu, 

Kapustin, Piazzolla and Beethoven. 
Both artists are distinguished professors 
at the Université de Montréal.

Concert tickets are available at 
Figments in Kaslo or at the door. 
Single tickets $22. School age children 
admitted free when accompanied by an 
adult patron. Further information from 
Karen 353-7539 or David 354-5368.

submitted by Dan Miles, principal
In the spirit of learning for all, 

the school organized a Try Something 
New day on February 4. The goal 
of this day was to have students 
learn in non-traditional ways about 
activities they might otherwise not 
have the opportunity to do. This was an 
important team-building activity for all 
of the high school and a way to break 
up the winter blues.

Students were given a wide range 
of choices themed as Sports in the 
City – squash, fitness and swimming; 
Explore Winter – avalanche training 
and snowshoeing; Glide and Slide – 
skating and curling; Discover Your 
Author – all day workshop with Holly 
Rubinsky; Get Tactile! Get Creative! 
Do Art! – workshops in clay, painting, 
drawing, print-making, mask-making 
and watercolour.

JV Humphries students enjoy first Try Something New day
It was a great day to learn, 

experiment and connect with adults 
in our community. Thank you to the 
workshop leaders Manon Gagnon, 
pottery; Eliza Fry, mixed media; 
Colleen Stimpson, illustration; Mary 

Garnett, watercolour; Mara Wolfe, 
mask-making; Robin Wiltse, lino 
printmaking; Holly Rubinsky, writing.

The input from all of the community 
makes this school such a special place 
to learn for students. 

Pottery instructor Manon Gagnon gives student Cameron Loher an introduction into the ancient art of spinning clay. 
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Wine & Beer Making Kits 
to satisfy all budgets!

Winlaw Brew-Op

5972 Cedar Creek Road, Winlaw • 226-7328

Take-Home Kits, or Brew it with Us!
Open 11:00 to 6:00 Tues. to Sat.

Specialty Coffees, Teas, 
U-Brews and Kits for Home
                    • Open Every DayNAKUSp  265-4701

3 5 8 - 7 7 6 9

A v A ’ s 
H a i r  s t u d i o

Far right entrance of the Wild Rose Restaurant in Rosebery

OPEN ALL WINTER

Slocan Auto &
Truck Repairs

24 hour towing 
BCAA, Slocan, BC  

355-2632

111 Mcdonald Drive, Nelson, BC
ph 250-352-3191

sales@mainjet.ca • www.mainjet.ca

NAKUSP GLASS
201 Broadway

265-3252
The clear choice for 
all your glass needs!

SALES & SERVICE
98 - 1st Street, Nakusp • 265-4911

OPEN TUES - SAT
CHAINSAWS
• Stihl
• Husqvarna
MOWERS
• Husqvarna
• Toro • Snapper
• Lawnboy

TRIMMERS
• Stihl
• Husqvarna
SMALL ENGINES
• Tecumseh 
• Honda
• Briggs & Stratton

AUTOMOTIVE	•	SMALL	MOTORS	•	MACHINE	SHOP
Caribou Service
(250) 265-3191

5549 Frontage Road
Burton, BC

24 Hr Towing and Recovery
Auto Repairs & Tires

Auto Parts

24 HOUR TOWING
1007 HWy 23, NAKUSp

pH: 265-4577

• welding repairs • full service 
& repair • licenced technician • 

radiator repairs & service • mobile 
service available • fast, friendly 

and

MOUNTAIN VALLEY STATION
BOTTLE DEPOT

Slocan City • 355-2245
Open MON - SAT  9-5

Your “Bottle Drive” Specialists

RECYCLINGJEWELRY

Nakusp   265-4406

BCAA Towing

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Nakusp Taxi
250-265-8222

Pick up and Delivery
Let us get it for you

• Auto parts • Groceries
• Pharmacy • Cigarettes
• Take out food

Just let your local business know your needs 
and we will deliver them to you.

Alcoholic beverages until 11:00 pm

HAIR

Wholistic Midwife
Lana Knoll 
250-353-2213
maramamidwife@yahoo.ca

Honouring natural childbirth through 
nourishing body, mind and spirit, and 
by embracing family and community.

MASSAGE THERApIES
Myofascial, Swedish, Lymphatic, Joint play, Craniosacral, 

Visceral, Somatoemotion, Chakras, Nutrition etc.
MTA rates (Low income consideration)

also MSp, WCB, ICBC & care plans
Garth R. Hunter, R.M.T.

Slocan Health Clinic - Thursdays
250-358-2364 • Mobile & Office

FULL SPECTRUM HEALTH
• Deep Tissue Massage

• Nutritional Consultation
• Reiki

     Sliding Scale - Mobile Service
Daniel Thorpe  250-358-6808

HEALTH	•	WELL	BEING	•	FITNESS	•	ENVIRONMENT

COLES RENTALS
HEATERS (PROPANE & ELECTRIC)

PLATE TAMPERS, JUMPING JACKS, REBAR BENDER 
JACKHAMMERS, HAMMER DRILLS, CONCRETE 

MIXERS, CONCRETE SAWS, TILECUTTERS, 
BLOCKCUTTERS, SCAFFOLDING, FLOOR SANDERS, 
NAILERS - ALL TYPES, LM ROTARY LAZER TRANSIT, 

GENERATORS, WATER PUMPS, COMPRESSORS, 
INSULATED TARPS, PRESSURE WASHERS, ROTO 

TILLER, LAWN COMBER, AERATOR, PROPERTY PIN 
LOCATOR, CHIPPER/SHREDDER, GAS POST HOLE 

DIGGER, WOODSPLITTER, CONCRETE FLOOR 
GRINDER ...AND MUCH MORE!

PHONE 358-2632
1-888-358-2632

EQUIPMENT	RENTAL

BAKERY
Sappho’s Bakery
Rear, 309 Kildare St. New Denver
    Winter Hours: Open Thurs-Sat. 
       Pizza, Fresh Bread Daily
                358-2119

BREWING

Jo’s Jewelry
Custom work and repair in 

silver and Gold, by appointment

358-2134
new denver, Goldsmith Jo-anne barClay

Spectrum Home & Family Care
Helping you maintain 

YOUR lifesyle!
Free consultations 

in the West Kootenay!
250-265-3842

spectrumcares@telus.net

Hand & Soul Wellness Centre
Larry Zaleski, D.C.    Chiropractor

Mondays & Fridays - Silverton • Every other Wednesday in Winlaw or Nakusp

Sue Mistretta, M.A., CCC    Counsellor/Expressive Arts
358-2177 www.handandsoul.ca

This space could be yours for 
$11.00 + GST per issue.
Call 358-7218 or email: 

valleyvoice@netidea.com
for details

This space could be yours for 
$11.00 + GST per issue.
Call 358-7218 or email: 

valleyvoice@netidea.com
for details

This space could be yours for 
$11.00 + GST per issue.
Call 358-7218 or email: 

valleyvoice@netidea.com
for details

AUTOMOTIVE
!WOW! 08 PONTIAC WAVE 4-cyl, 
4-door, AT, $2700 below retail. $0 down, 
$95 biweekly O.A.F. $5500 obo cash. 
265-4419.

BUSINESS OppORTUNITIES
UNEMPLOYED and thinking of starting 
your own business? Community Futures 
offers the Self Employment grant, business 
loans, counselling and training in the Arrow 
& Slocan Lakes area. For more info leave 
a message at 265-3674 ext. 201 or email 
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS
CALL TO ARTISTS, performer, poets 
and other creative minds - The Langham 
Cultural Centre in Kaslo will present two 
group exhibitions of issues of importance 
to our community: WATER: April 22-June 
5. SUSTAINABILITY: June 10-July 17. 
Participants must register (no fee) with 
the gallery curator prior to March 18, 
2011: curator@thelangham.ca. For more 
information visit: www.thelangham.ca. 
Thank you to CKCA, CFNKL, and RDCK 
for their support!
ALFA GUILD GALLERY is currently 
accepting submissions for their summer 

2011 season. Deadline is March 15, 2011. 
Submission requirements are: description 
of proposed exhibit, CV or biography, an 
artist’s statement, and a minimum of 10 
images. Please include a SASE for return 
of submission pkg. Mail to: Selection 
Committee, ALFA Guild Gallery, Box 
155 Nakusp, V0G 1R0. If you have any 
questions please contact Denyse @250 265 
4996 or e-mail alfaguild@telus.net.
WEE GALLERY is accepting artists/
artisans on consignment for its shelves and 
booking monthly shows for its walls. 3598 
Hwy.6, Passmore. 250-226-7699.

CARd OF THANKS
A HUGE THANK YOU to the staff of 
the Nakusp Veterinary Clinic for their 
exceptional care of our sweet little dog 
Rascal, who died Feb. 12. Special thanks 
to Dr. Laurie Page who went above and 
beyond for Rascal, for reviving him with 
an emergency procedure that gave him 12 
more precious days with us, and then for 
making sure his final passing was as gentle 
as possible. We are so fortunate to have such 
exceptional vets in our area.

- Lorna Visser and Wayne McCrory

THE PAC OF W.E.  GRAHAM 
Community School would like to thank the 
following for their generous contributions 
to our Annual Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser: 
Slocan Village Market, Mountain Valley 
Station, Weir-Doughs Pizza, Nelson 
Safeway, Save-On-Foods, and Walmart. 
A big thanks to parents and beyond for 
providing baking, to the staff and students 
for setting- up (and entertaining us), and to 
Craig for picking up the pieces afterward. 
Thank you to our wonderful community 
for your ongoing support of our precious 
school. A wonderful night was had by all.

COMING EVENTS
THE CUP AND SAUCER Café, Silverton 
hosts singer-songwriter Sarah Calvert (Que 
Sara), February 26, 7:30 pm. Sarah’s new 
album Other Side is flavoured with blues, 
jazz, a simmering of bluegrass and a little 
bit country. www.quesarah.ca $10 @ Door. 
Info: 358-2267.
NEW DENVER HOSPICE is sponsoring 
a course for volunteers beginning mid-
March. For information, call Sue 358-7787.
TEXAS HOLD’EM TOURNAMENT 
Saturday February 26, Slocan Legion Hall, 
502 Harold St, Slocan, starting at 6:30 pm. 

$30 buy-in. Advance Tickets MUST be 
purchased at Mountain Valley Station in 
Slocan or phone 250-355-2672 to reserve. 
Tickets will not be available at the door.
MARTIAL ARTS FOR WOMEN – Learn 
self-defense. Now starting in Nakusp. 
Tuesday and Thursday, 7-9 pm. Call Vito 
265-4914.
CUP AND SAUCER Literary Open Mic 
nights continue every third Thursday of 
the month, 7 pm. Readers and writers both 
welcome, as are musicians interested in 
accompanying spoken word performances.
ST. PADDY’S CASINO NIGHT Saturday 
March 19 at the Slocan Legion Hall. 5 pm 
Cocktails, 6 pm Casino, 7pm Buffet - cost 
$15, 8 pm more Casino. Tickets at Mountain 
Valley Station or phone 355-2672 to 
reserve. No minors please.
THE EUPHORICS, Canada’s premier 
acappella quartet, returns to the Kootenays! 
Saturday, April 2, 8 pm, Silverton Memorial 
Hall. Save the date & watch for details in 
the next two issues.
LAST CHANCE TO REGISTER: Pema 
Chodron “Audio” Workshop – GETTING 
UNSTUCK Feb. 26 10 am-4 pm at The 
Healing Den 1105 Columbia Street, New 

Denver. Call Karen 250-358-2828. Bring 
your lunch & notebook. Coffee, tea & snack 
provided - $35.00.
KOOTENAY DANCE BEAT SOCIETY 
dance Feb. 19 at the Junction Church 7:30-
10 pm. $5 members and $8 non members. 
Everyone welcome. New memberships are 
available. No alcohol please. Check out 
www.dancingbeat.org for details.
ART SHOW! at wee Gallery. Saturday, 
March 5, 7-10 pm. 3598 Hwy 6, Passmore. 
250-226-7699. Music, refreshments, and 
Niko’s Bliss coffee.
JOIN US for the 12th annual BLUE MOON 
CAFE. Enjoy a stunning musical lineup and 
support the Valley Whole School. Italian 
dinner, delicious treats, coffee, teas, fancy 
hot chocolate. Entertainment includes Jazz 
with Gemma, Pete and Brian during dinner 
and ending the evening with Adham Shaikh 
and his groovy beats. March 5, Winlaw 
Hall, 6-12 pm. $10 entrance, kids free.

FOR RENT
SLOCAN VALLEY NEAR WINLAW. 
Newer cottage, 2 beds, loft, quiet valley 
views. Suitable two people. $795. www.
merryproperties.com. 250-226-0034.
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CONSTRUCTION
FOUNDATIONS • FRAMING
ROOFING • RENOVATIONS

Specializing in Timber Framing

250-265-4525

HALL LUMBER 
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat 
10 am to 5 pm

pHONE 250-269-0043
Find	us	at	280	Lower	Inonoaklin	Rd.	

Edgewood,	BC

FOR ALL YOUR 
PROPANE NEEDS

365-9958
1-800-471-5630

Your local bulk dealer & service centre

• Registered Septic System 
designer and installer •
• Ready Mix Concrete • 

• Lock Blocks • drain Rock • 
• Road Crush • Sand & Gravel • 

• dump Trucks • Excavator • 
• Crusher • Coloured Concrete • 

• Site preparation •
Box	1001,	Nakusp,	BC,	V0G	1R0
ph. 265-4615 • vieirac@telus.net

Installation and maintenance 

call Jim Berrill
(250) 359-5922

JEMS Propane Ltd.

Tradesman Electric
commercial • residential 

new construction • renovations
Reliable friendly service

Free Estimates Call Steve 226-7163

CONSTRUCTION	•	HOME	•	GARDEN	

YOUR VALLEY COMFORT AND BLAZE KING DEALER 
SPECIALIZING IN WOOD/ELECTRIC, WOOD/OIL AND 

WOOD/GAS COMBINATION FURNACES
Certified • Insured

COMPLETE SALES 
SERVICE AND 
INSTALLATION

Slocan City, BC • (250) 355-0088
website: www.kootenayfurnace.com

email: kfurnace@netidea.com

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Crescent Bay 

Construction Ltd.
Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431 
• Email cresbay@telus.net

KF PowerVac
Duct Cleaning & Duct Sanitizing

Local: 355-2485 • Toll-free: 1-888-652-0088
email: kfurnace@netidea.com

Peter’s New & Used Windows & More
Sales & Installations

• Energy Efficient Vinyl & Wood Windows •
• Residential Installations & Renovations/Upgrades •

• Wooden & Metal Doors •
Peter Demoskoff • Cell: 250-608-0505

Tel: 250-399-4836 • Fax: 250-399-4831

J.C. Roofing Company
For all your roofing needs

Serving the Arrow and Slocan Lakes
16 years of professional installations

WCB • All work fully guaranteed
We also install Soffit and Vinyl Siding

For your free estimate, Call 
Curtis Roe at 250-265-9087

•	general	contractor	
•	new	homes	&	renovations	

•	design/build	
HPO	licensed/Home	Warranty	
Fully	insured.	30	yrs.+	exp./	cert.	
carpenters/	foundation	to	finish/
custom	trim/heritage	work.	
Call Drew 250- 353-2450.  

0850743	B.C.	Ltd.	dba	Vista	Custom	Builders

Bergevin	Electrical	
Inc.

Please call 
250-358-7172 

or 250-354-4171 
and leave a message

Free	Estimates.	Certified,	
Licenced,	And	Insured

Serving	New	Denver,	Nakusp	
and	the	Slocan	Valley

COMPUTER

ken@palmercomputerservices.com

Palmer
Computer 
Services

- Repairs 
- Upgrades 

- Consulting
Microsoft Certified 
Systems Engineerphone: 355-2235

Indoor Garden 
Supplies

Castlegar
250-304-2911

1730 Hwy 3, Selkirk Spring Building
dan@canadiangardensupply.com

Jim Pownall & Co.
LOG & TIMBER FRAME HOMES

New Denver • BC
250-358-2566

jpownall@telus.net

Uncommon Ground Farm 
& Landscape

Now booking landscape projects for the 
2011 season!

Design & Installation
cell: 250-354-8661 • uncommonground@ 

columbiawireless.ca

Even little ads 
get noticed in the 

Valley Voice

Personal Classifieds 
start at $8.00

Call 250-358-7218 for details

CANADIAN 100% FLOORING 
AT WHOLESALE

Prefinished, antique (rustic) R. Oak, Maple
3 ¼ x ¾ $4.59/sf pallet – Exotics Eng 8 ply

Super Stable – Urban, Carlton, NAF
American & Brazilian Cherry, Acacia, Hickory

American & Brazilian Black Walnut 65
Dif Choices – Bamboo Reg or Stand. TRG

Or CLICK – Cork glue down from $2.59
Or CLICK $3.99 pallet Canadian stair treads
AT JUAN’S – 1503 Hwy 3A Thrums

250-399-6377 Mon-Sat 8:30 am-5 pm

CLASSIFIED ADS

peacock 
collective

organic	housekeeping	
ueco friendly housekeepinguyard & garden maintenanceu 

general labour workuWCB insured trade worker’s helper 
upost renovation clean upuorganization & de-cluttering in 
home or shopuhelping hand with carpentry & alternative 

building projectsuhome check-ins and visit preparationsu

Gift Certificates available
Serving Nakusp Burton New Denver Silverton

reliable & fully insured
Sondra Krajewski
250.265.8479

www.peacockcollective.ca

FOR RENT
2 BDRM MOBILE w/d, f/s, wood heat, on 
one acre near McDonald Creek Provincial 
Park. 10 mins. south of Nakusp. 250-265-
3200.
ONE-BDR CABIN FOR RENT on 
waterfront in Nakusp. $460 + util. N/S, 
N/P, quiet person. 250-675-2661 or 250-
265-1149.
FOR RENT: 1,664 sq ft of commercial 
space in downtown Nakusp. Present 
zoning: Institutional Mixed Use and part 
of the Downtown Development Use. 
Location: 619 Broadway Street (Nakusp 
Music Fest building). Space consists of 
2 bays of approx. 860 sq ft plus storage, 
office space and two washrooms. Space is 
presently used by the Ambulance Services 
and will be made available for rent by 
July 1, 2011. For more information, call: 
250-265-2141.
LIVE THE DREAM in Trout Lake, BC - 
Brand new post & beam duplex available 
April 1. 2 bedroom, 1.5 bath, loft, garage, 
washer/dryer. $1000 per month. 1 year 
lease, smoker/pets neg 250-838-0213 or 
troutlakebc@gmail.com.
ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS for 
subsidized independent living seniors 
housing at Passmore Lodge in Passmore. 
Lovely riverfront grounds, on bus route, 650 

sq feet one bedroom apartments, in-floor 
heat, ample windows, patio, garden plots. 
Plus a large Community Use Area for senior 
outreach activities like fitness programs, 
art shows, and community breakfasts and 
celebrations. Seniors country living at it 
finest! svseniorshousing@netidea.com or 
call 250-226-7136.

HEALTH
YOGA AT THE DOMES - Rejuvinate 
your spirit! Drop in classes - Monday 
morning 9-10:30, Wednesday evening 
5-6:30 and Thursday afternoon 3:30-5.

HELp WANTEd
TRAFFIC CONTROL PEOPLE 
NEEDED for Kaslo, New Denver, 
Silverton, Nakusp, Edgewood areas. Must 
have valid traffic control ticket, driver’s 
licence and own vehicle. Contact Kim at 
250-265-3850.

NOTICES
FOR INFORMATION ON AA OR 
ALANON MEETINGS contact in New 
Denver: 358-7904 or 358-7158; Nakusp 
265-4924; Kaslo 353-2658; Slocan 355-
2805; South Slocan 226-7705.

SLOCAN VALLEy RECREATION
KIDS ZONE BUY & SELL - Sat. March 
5, 10 to noon. Slocan Park Hall.
SPRING BREAK FOR KIDS - Babysitter 
Training, Safe Home and Let’s Prepare a 
Smorgasboard. Call for details!
YOUTH SOCCER LEAGUE – Sign 
up before March 11 and save some $$$.
THE BEAR NECESSITIES- With 
Evelyn Kirkaldy. Slocan Park Hall. 
Thurs. Feb. 24.
SEED EXCHANGE DAY – Sun. March 
6. Slocan Park Hall. 1 to 4 pm.
BELLYFIT IN WINLAW – Mondays 
at 6:30 pm.
PLAYING WITH ENERGY- With 
Camille Roberts. March 5.
YOGA WORKSHOP – With Eliza 
Gooderham. Sat. March 12.

226-0008
SERVICES

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL 
SEPTIC TANK CLEANING: “Serving 
the Valley” 7 days/wk, 24-hr. All-Around 
Septic Services, Don Brown (250) 354-
3644, emergency 352-5676.
ROGAN ELECTRIC  Residential, 
commercial, industrial wiring. Local 
references available. All work guaranteed. 
“We get the job done.” 353-9638.

C O L L E E N  N A H N Y C H U K 
BOOKKEEPING. By Appointment. 
Tel: 551-7054 Fax: 1-888-370-4938 
cntaxprep@gmail.com.
KOOTENAY ESPRESSO MEDIC 
(@gmail.com) We actually fix espresso 
machines. Home, commercial, manual, 
automatic, and grinders. Vintage sales. 3598 
Hwy 6, Passmore. 250-551-2577.

WANTEd
DRYER WANTED. Please call Jan at 
250-358-7218 or 250-358-7215.
I AM LOOKING FOR someone to sublet 
my house in New Denver for July and 
August. Precise dates to be established. It’s 
perfect for one or two people. Lovely little 
house on the edge of the woods, just out 
of the village. See to believe. Contact me. 
Andrew Rhodes  250-358-7985.
SARAH AND MARK JEFFREYS are 
looking for a furnished home to rent this 
summer, ideally for three-plus months, 
from mid-May until mid-late August, 
but at least for six to eight weeks in the 
June-Aug timeframe. We have an infant 
daughter, no pets. We hope to rent a house 
that is especially quiet and private in the 
Silverton-New Denver area, anywhere 
from Red Mountain Rd. up through to 
Hills. We don’t have particular size or room 
requirements, but a house that is easily 

maintained and has a good bathtub would 
be especially valued. Please contact us at 
markjeffreys@yahoo.com if you have or 
know of an available place.

Next Valley 
Voice 

Deadline:
March 4, 

2011
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Legendary Meats 
Custom Cutting & Sausage 

Making, Curing & Smoking of 
Bacons & Hams

Mobile BBQ Services & Hog 
Roaster Rentals

• Christmas Tree Sales •
www.legendarymeats.ca
Phone/Fax: 250-226-7803
2826 Hwy 6 • Slocan Park

MEAT	CUTTING

Ann’s Natural Foods
Ann	Bunka

- 358-2552 -
805 Kildare St., New denver

Slocan Village Market
Groceries, fresh produce, fresh meat, 

Agency Liquor, organic foods, 
in-store deli, in-store bakery.

Open 7 days/week, 9 am - 8 pm
Slocan, BC • ph:355-2211 • fax: 355-2216

NEW DENVER  
358-2443 358-7292

Your	Local	Grocer

SILVERTON

RESTAURANT/COFFEESTAND

   WINTER HOURS
      8 AM - 9 pM

QUALITY PIZZA anytime!
265-4880
Air	Conditioned

93-5th Ave. Nakusp
Non-Smoking

laceNick’s
P

Seven days a Week!

Lemon Creek 
Lodge & Campground

Year-round facility
Licensed Restaurant
Open Thurs - Sun

5 PM - 8 PM
Reservations: 1-877-970-8090

The Apple Tree 
Sandwich Shop

Soup,	Sandwiches	&	Desserts
358-2691

Mon.	-	Fri.	7	A.M.	-	4	P.M.
Sat.	11	A.M.	-	4	P.M.

	GROCERY	•	HEALTH	FOOD

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

¶

• Health Products, healing sessions
• New Age cards & books
• Sensual products

320 BROAdWAy ST. NAKUSp  265-3188

Health Centre

¶¶ ¶¶¶

Re-Awakening

www.jonesboysboats.com
Ainsworth, British Columbia

4080 Hwy 31 N
Call: 1-877-552-6287

(250) 353-2550 Fax (250) 353-2911

HARBERCRAFT

pAULA CONRAd
HOME: (250) 358-2707

Selkirk realty
265-3635

Free Consultation

E-mail: paulaconrad@royallepage.ca
Website: www.royallepage.ca/selkirkrealty

HUB INTERNATIONAL 
BARTON 

INSURANCE 
BROKERS

For all your 
INSURANCE 

needs
265-3631

1-800-665-6010

RECREATION

PROFESSIONAL	SERVICES

 Passmore
 Laboratory Ltd.
Water Testing • Flow Measurements
CAEAL certified to test drinking water
We’re in the Valley at: 1-250-226-7339
Jennifer & Tony Yeow passlab@xplornet.com

Colour/B&W	Laser	Printing/Copying	•	Digital	Photography
Word	processing	•	Scanning	•	Faxing	•	Binding	•	Laminating
CUSTOM	CARDS	•	BROCHURES	•	CALENDARS	•	NEWSLETTERS

The best selection of photo cards of local views anywhere
1007 Josephine St. (Box 298), New Denver

Ph. 358-2435     essay@direct.ca     Fax 358-2607

Ph: 359-7111  Fax: 359-7587
www.playmorpower.com

Playmor Junction Hwy 6 & 3A
1043 Playmor

THE	RIDE	SAYS	IT	ALL

CLOTHING

The	Clothes	Hanger

Men’s & Ladies Clothing

441 Front St • Kaslo • 250-353-9688

Natural Food Store

422	Front	Street	•	Kaslo,	BC
1-250-353-2594

Silverton, BC
Monday - Saturday 8:00-4:00

Soup, Stews, 
Meat Pies, Treats 
and Great Coffee

358-2267

The Cup 
and 

Saucer Café

USED	GOODS
Even little ads 

get noticed in the 
Valley Voice

Paul Merrifield
• Bookkeeper •

250-358-6806 work
250-505-9748 cell

pauljmerrifield@gmail.com

This space could be yours for 
$11.00 + GST per issue.
Call 358-7218 or email: 

valleyvoice@netidea.com
for details

MEMORIAL 
HALL 

Weddings, Parties, Reunions, 
Concerts, Funerals, Meetings
To book call Sue:  250-358-2711

HALLS

THINKING OF BUYING OR 
STARTING A BUSINESS?

• Free Business Planning Workshops
• Self Employment Grant
• Business Counseling

• Business Loans
250-265-3674 loc 201       

your ad could be here for 
only $11.00 + HST per edition
Contact us at valleyvoice@
netidea.com for details, or 

call 250-358-7218

Fullabeans Espresso Stand
Espresso • Snacks • Lunch

Open 7 days a week, 7 am - 2 pm
704 Arlington, Slocan City

beside the gas station
250-355-2889 to order

CLASSIFIED ADS

Notice of Exclusion Application
Regarding Land in the 

Agricultural Land Reserve
We,	C.	J.	Logging	Ltd.	(Colin	Jabobs)	of	P.O.	Box	428,	Kaslo,	BC	
V0G	1M0,	intend	on	making	an	application	pursuant	to	Section	
30(1)	of	the	Agricultural	Land	Commission	Act	to	exclude	from	
the	Agricultural	Land	Reserve	the	following	property	which	is	
legally	described	as	Block	A,	District	Lot	10708	and	at	the	start	
of	The	Duncan	Forest	Service	Road	just	north	of	the	junction	
of	Argenta	Road.

Any	person	wishing	to	express	an	 interest	 in	 the	application	
may	do	so	by	forwarding	their	comments	in	writing	to,

	 The	Regional	District	of	Central	Kootenay,																																																																			
	 Box	202	Lakeside	Drive,	Nelson,	BC	V1L	5R4																																																																		
	 By	March	9,	2011			

NOTICE

Advertise in the Valley 
Voice. It pays!!!

Call 358-7218 for details • email: valleyvoice@netidea.com

The Donation Store
Main Street • New Denver

Open 10 am - 2 pm • Monday - Saturday 
(depending on available volunteers)

Help us help you

submitted by KLHF
As final preparations are being made 

to complete the Emergency Ward and CT 
suite additions at the Nelson Hospital, the 
directors of the Kootenay Lake Hospital 
Foundation has been wrestling with a 
unique opportunity. “We’re saving some 
money,” explained director Brian May. 

The Hospital Foundation recently 
completed an 18-month project to raise 
$1.5 million for a 64-slice Computed 
Tomography Scanner. The expected cost 
was based on estimates provided by IHA 
equipment purchasing. May also pointed 
out that “the Salmon Arm Foundation 
completed their CT fundraising just as 
we got going and they spent  $1.5 million 
for the same capacity scanner as well as 
$500,000 for operational assistance. We 
limited our commitment to $1.5 million.” 

In recent meetings the IHA revealed 
that the General Electric Lightspeed 
Volumetric CT Scanner will be invoiced 
at $963,000 and additional support 
equipment and furnishings would add 
a further $111,000. With incidental 
expenses the Foundation expects to pay 

Kootenay Lake Hospital Foundation CT scanner paid for
$1.1 million to bring the new service 
to KLH. Thalia Vesterback, director 
of diagnostic imaging for Interior 
Health East advised the Foundation that 
competition between three potential 
suppliers and the fact they chose to buy 
two identical units were the main factors 
in bringing the cost down. Since the 
Trail unit was also made by GE, it could 
simplify regional training and reduce 
some joint operation costs.

When the Foundation became 
aware of a potential for marginal price 
reductions, they began investigating 
options to enhance the diagnostic 
package. In the end, Ms. Vesterback 
explained that “except for some cardiac 
software this is the exact same unit we 
chose for the East Kootenay Regional 
Hospital in Cranbrook.” The selected 
scanner has almost every possible option 
expected for a top-of-the-line model. 
Local radiologist Kelly Silverthorne 
agreed that the extra software was not 
essential for urgent care and could be 
added later. The question for the KLH 
Foundation is how to allocate the excess 

funds. “Our position is that funds will 
not be spent on operating costs,” says 
Foundation Chair Pat Dooley. “This 
money was raised within our community 
and dedicated to improved diagnostic 
and emergency care so we will continue 
to consult with staff and the IHA about 
enhancement and options. This could 
allow us to buy other major regional 
equipment, to create a contingency fund 
for future projects, or both. Right now 
we’re excited to think about the opening 
of the renovated ER complete with the 
CT suite later this year. “

May explained that the Foundation 
has already advised their major 
fundraising partners about the windfall 
and they all envision the opportunities it 
presents. The Foundation received over 
3,000 donations toward the CT Scanner 
and as is typical in fundraising projects 
of this magnitude, over 30 percent of the 
funds came from seven major donors. 

Completion of the new ER and 
CT scanner suite are anticipated in the 
summer of this year with the balance of 
the project completing in spring 2012.
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MINES ACT: NOTICE OF WORK AND RECLAMATION 
PROGRAM PERMIT APPLICATION 

FrontCounter BC Cranbrook has accepted an application made by 
Harry, Mabel, and Naida Koorbatoff of Castlegar, BC, on behalf of 
the Ministry of Natural Resources Operations, Mining and Minerals 
Division, Southeast Region for the purpose of sand and gravel 
extraction situated on private land near Passmore. The proposed 
application is situated at District Lot 12094, Kootenay District, 
except Plan NEP69227 (at the end of Hart Road in Slocan Park, BC), 
comprising 8 hectares more or less. The MNRO File Number that has 
been established for this application is 1630533 (Koorbatoff Pit). 
Written comments concerning the Mines Act application should be 
made to the Chief Inspector of Mines, c/o the Natural Resources 
Officer at 1902 Theatre Road, Cranbrook, BC, V1C 7G1 or by email: 
AuthorizingAgency.Cranbrook@gov.bc.ca. 

Please note that the Chief Inspector does not have a 
mandate to consider the merits of the proposed mine from 
a zoning or a land use planning perspective. 

Comments will be received by FrontCounter BC until 30 days from the 
date of this publication. FrontCounter BC may not be able to consider 
comments received after this date. The Mines Act application will 
be available for viewing at FrontCounter BC in Cranbrook and at the 
Service BC office(s) in Nelson. 

Be advised that any response to this advertisement will be considered 
part of the public record. For information, contact the Freedom of 
Information Advisor at MNRO.

NOTICE

BC NDP announces 
leadership debate tour
submitted by BC NDP

BC NDP leadership candidates will 
head out on an eight-stop leadership 
debate tour in March and April as part 
of the BC NDP leadership election. The 
tour will hit Nelson on March 24.

“We’re very excited to be heading 
out on the road with the candidates for 
leader of our party,” said Jan O’Brien, 
BC NDP provincial secretary. “We’ll 
be stopping in major centres across BC 
so that every New Democrat and every 
British Columbia voter will have a 
chance to meet our candidates.”

The tour stops include Kelowna 
(March 21), Kamloops (March 22), 
Nelson (March 24), Qualicum (March 
28), Prince George (April 4), Terrace 
(April 6).

More tour dates and details will be 
announced in the coming days. One of 
the leadership debates will be broadcast 
via internet video to allow members who 
are unable to attend to participate.

The BC New Democratic Party will 
be electing their next leader through a 
province-wide, one-member one-vote 
election on April 17. 

New Denver royalty hosted the annual Heritage Tea and Fashion Show on February 13 at 
Bosun Hall. L to R: Sarah-Mae Perry (2011 candidate), Marlowe Nicholson (2011 candidate), 

Sadye Butler (Miss New Denver), Cypress Hunder-Rookes (princess), Danika Hammond (2011 
candidate) and Mercedes Casley (2011 candidate).

The decision in the Sinixt legal case has been postponed to February 25. Justice Willcock will be 
giving his Oral Reasons for Judgement in the morning. In the evening at 7 pm, there will be an event 
at the Castle Theatre in Castlegar, where there will be an update on the legal case and the Slhu7kin’ 
Perry Ridge Wilderness Preserve campaign. The Castle Theatre is located at 185 Columbia Avenue.

submitted by Dr. Penny MacCourt
An innovative educational program 

starting in early March will help 
caregiving family members from the 
Nakusp, New Denver and Kaslo areas 
deal with the loss and grief issues 
associated with dementia.

“The dementia journey requires 

Coping with Transitions program provides Alzheimer’s support
ongoing adjustment to many changes 
over a long period of time that result in 
feelings of loss,” explains project leader 
Dr. Penny MacCourt, from the Centre on 
Aging at University of Victoria.

“You are witnessing the progression 
of your family member’s dementia. The 
progression results in many changes: in 

your relationship, in shared activities, 
in roles and responsibilities, in dreams 
and plans for the future, and in living 
circumstances, to name just a few.”

The new Coping with Transitions 
program will connect residents with a 
skilled registered coach with extensive 
knowledge and experience in counselling 
caregivers of people with dementia. 
Coaching is being offered in both online 
and telephone group formats, allowing 
participants to share experiences and to 
learn from each other, says MacCourt.

The choice of phone or online 
groups provides convenience, since 
participants don’t have to leave their 
homes; and accessibility, which is vital 
for those living in rural areas. The format 
also provides participants with choice of 
location; they can work from anywhere 
that has a telephone or an internet 
connection. And they are assured of full 
anonymity and confidentiality.

Interested caregivers in the Nakusp, 
New Denver and Kaslo areas can 
choose from four options: a telephone 
group running Mondays from March 
14 through April 18, from 1:30 to 3 pm; 
a telephone group running Thursdays 
from March 17 through April 24, from 
7 to 8:30 pm; an online group running 
Tuesdays from March 8 through April 
12 from 9:30 to 11 am; an online group 

running Tuesdays from March 8 through 
April 12 from 7 to 8:30 pm.

“There is relatively little information 
about grief, or how to address it, 
associated with progressive cognitive 
decline or dementia,” says MacCourt. 
“Unattended caregiver grief can 
compound other stressors and increase 
caregiver distress and negative health 
consequences.”

Increased access to support will 

benefit families and may delay the need 
for placement for their family members 
with dementia, she says. The program 
is supported by the Alzheimer Society 
of B.C.

Interested residents must pre-register 
for the program by contacting MacCourt 
toll-free at 1-877-244-0419. She will 
explain the research project, answer any 
questions, and provide assessment forms 
that are required before the first meeting.

submitted by CNW Group
More than 30 West Kootenay 

community leaders gathered in 
Castlegar recently for a community 
dialogue session seeking solutions to 
the forestry crisis in their region, amid 
deepening public concern over the state 
of BC forests.

The working session, titled BC 
Forests. Our Future, was organized 
by the BC Government and Service 
Employees’ Union and included 
local MLAs Katrine Conroy and 
Michelle Mungall, representation from 
local governments and MP’s office, 
forest sector unions and non-profit 
stakeholder groups in the region.

BCGEU president Darryl Walker 

Community panel discusses 
forestry crisis in West Kootenay

set the stage for the dialogue by outlining 
the challenges facing BC’s forest sector. 
He noted that unemployment in the 
Kootenay region has almost doubled 
in the last three years, while direct and 
indirect forestry jobs have been cut 
almost in half.

“More than 70 mills have closed 
and over 40,000 forest sector jobs 
have been lost since the BC Liberal 
government came to office,” said 
Walker. “Over 1000 forest ministry 
jobs have been eliminated. Compliance 
and enforcement has been dramatically 
scaled back, while changes to legislation 
allow forest companies to effectively 
regulate themselves.” 

The BCGEU also shared results 
from a recent poll of local residents 
showing a community deeply 
concerned about the effect of forest 
policy on their lives. Of the 200 
Castlegar area residents polled, 96 
percent said the forest industry was 
critically or somewhat important to 
them personally, and 50 percent said 
they have suffered a recent job loss in 
their family. A staggering 91 percent 
of respondents said that forest ministry 
layoffs were a bad idea. Tellingly, 
79 per cent agreed that the Ministry 
of Forests is not currently fulfilling 
its public mandate to protect and 
enhance BC’s forests.

“There is a clear disconnect 
between the BC government’s sunny 
forestry rhetoric and the real experience 
of the people of the West Kootenay,” 
said Walker. 


