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By Art Joyce
Silverton’s  fourth annual 

Christmas by the Lake event was 
a raging success, judging by new 
attendance records. Organizer 
Armand Lange estimates 1,800 
people enjoyed this year’s festivities, 
based on the sold-out food and 
glüwein. Visitors came from as far 
away as 100 Mile House, Salmon 
Arm, Sicamous and Revelstoke.

“There were so many faces that 
we didn’t see before,” says Lange. 
“The Nelson shuttle bus had 75 
people come up on Saturday.”

Local business owners Taeko 
Miwa of Raven’s Nest and Joan 
Morgan of Villa Dome Quixote 
both reported increased clientele as 
a result of the event. There were 33 
vendors on-site with businesses from 
Argenta, Creston, Ymir, Rossland, 
Nakusp, Winlaw, Silverton and New 
Denver. Lange reported another first 
this year: when he got home Sunday 
evening, he had already received the 
first application from a vendor for 
next year’s Christmas by the Lake. 

“I walked around to talk with the 
vendors about their experience and 
they were all very happy, 8 to 9 on a 
scale of 10,” says Lange.

A major element of the event’s 
success, Lange believes, is its concept 
of featuring quality handmade local 
items. This extends from the crafts 
to the food sold at the event, which 
includes bratwurst sausage from 
Kaslo, locally made potato pancakes, 
soups from New Denver’s Soup du 
Jar, and sweets from Silverton’s Cup 
and Saucer and Bianca Neidhardt of 
Nakusp. 

Another obvious reason for its 
success is the strong family aspect 
of Christmas by the Lake. Each year 
an ice slide is built for the kids and 
remains a perennial favourite. A 
special contest challenges kids to find 
signs with fragments of a Christmas 
carol and put them in the right order to 
identify the song. This year Cypress 
Hunter won the contest by identifying 

Christmas by the Lake sets record with 1,800 visitors
We Three Kings. Kids are encouraged 
to be ‘helpers’ for blacksmiths Jamie 
Barber or Dr. Chuck Burkholder to 
get a taste for this ancient craft. Friday 
evening’s opening festivities included 
a community choir conducted by 
Matthew Fry, and Sunday the 
Lucerne school choir performed. 
The little ones enjoy visits from the 

Gingerbread Man and a chance to sit 
on Santa’s knee. The Grinch put in 
his usual appearance. 

For adults and kids alike the 
entertainment this year included 
for the first time music from the 
Nelson Community Band, the 
Slocan Community Band, as well 
as returning appearances by Leah 

Main and Michael Dorsey and jazz 
musicians Larry and Larry. Other 
regular features that continue to 
draw crowds are the ice sculpting 
by award-winning sculptors Peter 
Vogelaar and David Ducharme, 
chainsaw carving by Luc Vreys and 
Bill Christian, and warm fires to toast 
marshmallows or chilly toes. 

Parking was the only problem 
noted. The Nakusp shuttle bus will 
likely be discontinued next year; 
the lack of use by riders makes it 
prohibitively expensive. 

For more information or to 
download a vendor’s application 
f o r  n e x t  y e a r,  v i s i t  w w w.
christmasbythelake.ca.

Santa had the kids lined up for a chance to sit in his lap and make their Christmas wishes this year at Christmas by the Lake in Silverton. Now in its fourth 
year, the event is fast becoming one of the most popular weekends of the season.
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by Art Joyce
You may not know her but once 

you meet her you’ll never forget her. 
Grandma Tess Tessier has become 
somewhat of a legend in BC through her 
‘caring and sharing’ school presentations. 
For 33 years, she travelled in her 1973 
purple, fuschia and turquoise home on 
wheels (RV) with her nine dogs, visiting 
schools. Now, down to one dog only, she 

Grandma Tess on cross-country tour to promote organic food
plans to travel across Canada in the same 
RV, visiting organic farms and promoting 
WWOOFing (World Wide Opportunities 
on Organic Farms). 

“You can’t find a book anywhere 
that talks about WWOOFing, you have 
to know the word and you have to go 
to the internet,” she says. “I’ve asked 
hundreds of people and they don’t know 
anything about it.”

Grandma Tess will be travelling 
as far as Newfoundland and Labrador, 
visiting up to 25 farms. The theme of 
her cross-country tour, set to begin next 
April, is ‘Health is Wealth.’ She began 
this summer by touring northern BC and 
Alberta, with a second leg in southern 
BC/Vancouver Island planned for the 
fall. She’s hoping to attract corporate 
sponsorship from food retailers such as 
Sobey’s or Thrifty’s, both of which have 
organic produce sections. 

During the 1950s and ’60s, Grandma 
Tess raised a family of 11 on a farm in 
Rosswood, near Terrace, in a lifestyle she 
says was very much like WWOOFing. 
Workers help for 4-5 hours a day in 
exchange for accommodation, meals 
and farming experience. There are 43 
countries with participating farms. She 
is promoting the program as a means 
toward getting more workers onto 
organic farms, ultimately increasing 
the amount of healthy food available to 
Canadian families. With ‘baby boomers’ 
moving into retirement, they will add 3.5 
million people to the seniors’ population 
in Canada. She’d like to see them 
stay active and healthy by supporting 
WWOOFing and organic farms.  

“We have less than 4,000 certified 
organic farms in Canada. We need 
ten times that many in order to get 
enough organic food into the stores at 
an affordable price.”

Grandma Tess sees a problem with 
the way the term ‘organic’ has been 
abused by marketers, making it virtually 
meaningless in some cases. Meanwhile, 
certification costs continue to rise, 

making it difficult for small farmers to 
afford. Certified organic farmers make no 
money for the first three years, she says, 
due to the expensive testing required for 
certification. On her tour she plans to 
visit not only certified organic farms but 
any farmers seeking to raise food and 
livestock in an organic manner. 

She is also a big supporter of 
farmers’ markets. According to a new 
national study released in February 2009, 
the impact of farmers’ markets on the 
Canadian economy is over $3 billion. 
A new national organization known 
as Farmers’ Markets Canada (www.
farmersmarketscanada.ca) has been 
established to foster the growth of this 
phenomenon. 

Grandma Tess is the author of 
the book White Spirit Bear, published 
by Hancock House, and is planning a 
new book based on her tour. She has 
20 childrens’ books that she’d like to 
publish, all based on her life stories.

Although retirement has no appeal 
for her, Tess is hoping to leave a legacy 
to benefit seniors in a visionary seniors’ 
complex she dubs ‘Heaven Can Wait.’ 
The inspiration came from a farm 
community she visited in the 1950s 

that had everything – organic farming, 
trades training, and education. A seniors’ 
complex built on that model would be 
a great way to provide mentorship for 
younger people and build up community. 

“There’s seniors with 30-40 years’ 
experience sitting in seniors’ homes 
watching TV all day,” she says. “Instead 
they could be teaching the younger 
generation how to bake bread, build 
things or garden.”

Grandma Tess is healthy in her 
mid-80s and eats mostly a raw food 
diet, while doing plenty of walking 
with her dog and some hiking. She has 
visited Nelson since the 1940s and was 
recently WWOOFing there herself. She 
says she’d love to settle in the Slocan 
Valley, preferably on a farm where she 
could help care for animals and caretake.

“I think your valley is one of the 
most beautiful, friendly, warm valleys 
I’ve visited, and I’ve travelled probably 
a million miles.”  

Those interested in following 
Grandma Tess on her tour or sponsoring 
her can contact her at 250-635-5014 
or tessinbc@yahoo.ca. For more 
information about the WWOOF 
program, visit www.wwoof.org. 

Tess Tessier is making a cross-country tour to promote organic farming.
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by Jan McMurray
Gary Wright got a lot of presents on 

December 9, and it wasn’t just because it 
was his birthday. It was also the RDCK 
meeting where his successor as chair of 
the board was elected.

Before heading into the election, 
Wright acknowledged RDCK staff 
Lorna Koehle (10 years), Tom Dool (5 
years) and Dawn Attorp (5 years) for 
their service, as well as RDCK directors 
John Voykin (over 30 years) and Hans 
Cunningham (over 25 years).

Then, the recognition and gifts 
started pouring in for Wright. Nakusp 
Mayor Karen Hamling presented him 
with a gift from his fellow directors. 
She said 22 years ago, when Wright 
was first elected as mayor of New 
Denver, she asked him what he wanted 
to accomplish. He replied that it had been 

RDCK: Gary Wright honoured; Kettle and Elliott elected as chair and vice chair
some time since a mayor had finished his 
term in New Denver, so all he wanted 
was to finish his term. “Here we are, 
22 years later,” she said. “That’ll teach 
’em,” interjected Wright with his usual 
quick wit. Hamling went on to praise 
Wright’s superb skill as a chairperson. 
The gift from the directors was an RDCK 
jacket and a very beautiful hand carved 
wooden gavel with the inscription, 
“Statesmanship over self,” which all 
agreed suits Wright to a tee.

Next, Tom Dool presented Wright 
with a large framed photograph of the 
entire RDCK staff. Dool told a story 
about going to New Denver with his 
family for Garlic Fest. They parked, 
then just as they were going to cross the 
highway to walk to the festival grounds, 
a huge, scary looking motorcycle gang 
came roaring up the highway. Dool, 

shaking in his boots, was amazed to see 
Gary Wright on his electric scooter out 
in front of the motorcycle gang without 
a care in the world. This story elicited 
some giggles. The RDCK administrative 
staff also gave Wright a present – a 
fountain pen, which is his favourite 
writing tool. Wright is notorious in the 
office as a luddite, and it is well known 
that he would take a fountain pen over a 
computer any day.

Although one would have thought 
that was the end of the gift giving, there 
was one more to come – this time to 
Wright’s successor. After John Kettle 

was acclaimed chair of the board for 
2011, CAO Jim Gustafson gave him a  
a pair of handcuffs and a gun from the 
Dollar Store. “There’s a new sheriff in 
town,” said the CAO. “Don’t make me 
use these!” warned Kettle.

Hillary Elliott, Slocan director, was 
elected vice chair in a race between 
Area H Director Walter Popoff and 
Area E Director Ramona Faust. In her 
pre-election speech, Elliott said the 
board had given her the opportunity to 
work for them as chair of the General 
Affairs Committee, which she enjoyed 
and made sure she could devote her time 

and passion to. Then she promised, “I 
will work extra hard to make sure our 
chair stays out of trouble.”

Chair John Kettle made a brief 
speech before getting back to the 
agenda. He said that after hearing all 
the accolades for Gary Wright and Hans 
Cunningham (former RDCK chair) this 
morning, “I feel like a pimple on a pickle. 
It’s a little tough…” He said he brings 
common sense to the table, and the fact 
that he has been married 40 years shows 
that he has what it takes “to hang in there 
and make it work, and that’s what I’m 
going to do. I’ll give you the best I can.” 

New RDCK chair, John Kettle poses with vice-chair Hillary Elliot from Slocan City.

Retiring chair Gary Wright received a gavel inscribed with “Statesmanship over Self.”
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Vaccines are 
true lifesavers

 I was disappointed to see yet 
another negative aspersion cast 
against vaccines in the December 1 
issue’s ‘Voices’ section (Flu vaccine 
– learn more before you make a 
choice). 

The assertion that “…any kind of 
vaccine … makes the immune system 
weaker” is simply not correct; any 
student of introductory physiology 
should recognize the fallacy. On the 
contrary, vaccines alert the immune 
system to specific antigens (bacteria, 
viruses) and stimulate the production 
of antibodies, making the immune 
system stronger, if that’s a term you 
wish to use. This mimics the process 
of natural immunity, a process that 
starts as soon as we’re born and 
results in the body being able to resist 
the depredations of many serious 
diseases.  

The problem with many of us 
these days is that we have become 
complacent, no longer having to 
face the serious diseases of decades 
ago: polio, smallpox, pertussis, 
measles, mumps, dyptheria, tetanus 
–all preventable or essentially 
eradicated thanks to vaccines. This 
complacency is already resulting in 
outbreaks of formerly rare diseases, 
the tragedy being that this new 
suffering is so unnecessary.

 Few would argue against good 
nutrition, positive relationships, 
clean air or exercise. It almost goes 
without saying that good general 
health and a robust physiology are 
important in fending off diseases 
and dealing with the rigors of life. To 
suggest that vaccines are somehow 
medical villains is helping to 
perpetuate a myth that is simply not 
supported by the real truth. Vaccines 
are true lifesavers. We shun them at 
our peril.  

Dave McCormick
 Kaslo

Children’s 
environment 
conference 

We are very fortunate to live in 
such a beautiful, natural place with 
clean air and clean water. But as 
Canadians, we must remember that 
most of the world is not as fortunate 
as we are. When we consider 
our policies about environmental 
protection, we should think about 
how our practices affect the rest of 
the world.

In October, I was able to attend 
the United Nations Environment 
Program Children’s Conference in 
Nagoya, Japan. While I was there, 
I met children from 40 countries 
and participated in activities that 
focused on biodiversity along with 
them, and with many Japanese 
students. Together, we talked about 
environmental issues affecting our 
globe, and learned from each other. 

When we went pond dredging, 
the children from Africa went 
swimming. The pond was very 
muddy, but they didn’t mind the 
mud at all. I also made friends from 
other places, including Mexico, 
Korea, Bermuda, India and Japan. 
After meeting children at a Japanese 
school, we were able to talk about 
our hobbies and interests. I was 
so surprised that we were able to 
communicate as well as we did, 
with the few English words that 
they knew and me not knowing any 
Japanese!

Thank you to the organizations 
and people who are interested 
in environmental issues and in 
supporting me as a local student: 
Roca Mines, the Nakusp Rotary 
Club, the Nakusp Royal Canadian 
Legion, and other Nakusp businesses 
and friends. Japan is a beautiful and 
friendly country. I feel so honoured 
to have had this experience.

Leah Holden
Nakusp

NDP should 
focus on getting 
people out to vote

The NDP in this province should 
be focused on developing policy and 
articulating it, getting the nearly 50 
percent of non-voting eligible voters 
to vote, and challenging the so-called 
Liberals on everything from the HST 
to BC Rail and the exploding deficit!

The NDP have a leadership 
review already planned for next 
year. They should address their 
leadership issues then. All folks like 
Ms. Conroy and Ms. Kwan are doing 
is taking the attention away from the 
mess at the top in the fake Liberal 
party, and hurting their own chances 
while they are at it!

I agree, we need to get rid of the 
current government if we’re ever 
going to deal with child poverty, 
debt, the environment, representative 
government and the myriad of other 
problems. However, infighting 
and allowing the media spotlight 
to be removed from the Campbell 
government is not the way to go 
about it.

The most important thing the 
NDP can do right now is work on 
getting the people to re-engage in 
our governance. For as long as only 
half the people or less turn out to 
vote, we are going to keep getting 
governments that do not accurately 
represent the people.

If you hold a vote, and no one 
shows up, you end up with tyranny. 
Not voting just furthers the corporate 
agenda, and eats away at our ability to 
have a say in how we are governed. If 
Ms. Conroy and Ms. Kwan are really 
concerned about BC and its people, 
their focus should be on making sure 
we are all participating in our own 
governance!

Will Webster
Kaslo

Our Common 
Gold 

Your water is worth a lot of money 
to corporations and government. My 
thanks to Nelle Maxey for sharing 
her work in the information meetings 
on WAM. 

If humans insist on continuing 
our present path of self-destruction, 
we must morally account for the 
right of corporations to kill us (as 
collateral damage) as necessary to 

satisfy their ends. An example is the 
planned change to the BC Water Act 
Modernization, which makes water 
sale-able to the highest bidder and/
or a much more taxable commodity. 
This has many social implications 
and repercussions, present and 
future. Maude Barlow’s Blue Gold 
is an easy and interesting book about 
our Common Gold.

Sovereign power controls their 
robots (the paper robots are the 
corporations). When robots take 
the power, people become their 
slaves (consumers), and lose their 
sovereignty!

I think that we can move to retain 
control through changes to Corporate 
Charter Law that will protect all life 
forms. Individual initiatives will 
continue to find profit opportunities 
in supplying our continued needs 
of goods and services with a 
“level playing field,” as there is 
under current law. Unfortunately, 
government and business do not 
want to deal with this yet!

Current law insists that profits 
be maximized for the shareholders: 
lying is OK if it is profitable! Life 
has no value, nor morals! Is that OK 
with you?

Corrective (or harmful) policies 
only originate in the political arena. 
The decline of social, economic, 
political, and environmental systems 
worldwide clearly stems from the 
subversion of democracy by business 
interests; that’s why government by 
proportional representation is so 
important, but we don’t have that 
yet either.

Politicians will react to public 
pressure if there is enough of it – 
every voice matters in our rural 
area! Please write to our politicians, 
and ask them questions about your 
concerns with WAM. We must also 
come together to present ourselves as 
a “paper tiger” and defeat this theft!

Our Common Gold deserves 
your serious attention!

Eric Faulks
Hills

Slocan supports 
council

Over the past several months 
there has been a good deal of bad 
press being generated from the 
village of Slocan. It is time the silent 
majority was heard from. Reading 
all the negative reports you would 
get the impression that the citizens 

of Slocan are not happy with the 
present council. This could not be 
further from the truth. The majority 
of the citizens of Slocan support the 
present council and the decisions that 
have been made. 

The bad press is being generated 
by a very small minority of 
individuals that are trying to discredit 
the present council to further their 
own agenda, whatever that may be. 
Some of these individuals are not 
even taxpayers of Slocan. In spite 
of being continually harassed and 
threatened by these individuals, this 
council has done an admirable job 
in hiring capable staff to straighten 
out the mess.

It has been suggested that 
the council has hindered certain 
developments in Slocan, which is 
also far from the truth. My wife and 
I have been intimately involved in 
real estate, land development and 
building construction in other parts 
of the province for many years and 
we were surprised by the generosity 
of council in allowing projects to 
continue without proper plans, 
permits and other documentation. In 
any other jurisdiction these projects 
would not have been allowed to start 
without the proper documentation. 
Over the past four years, we have 
applied for and completed three 
separate building permits in Slocan 
and found the Village council, 
Village office personnel and the 
RDCK building inspectors to be very 
helpful and cooperative. 

It is unfortunate that the only 
stories that seem to get published 
are the negative ones. There are good 
things happening in Slocan. Council 
has put much effort into cleaning up 
the village. They don’t always get 
cooperation from the citizens who 
like living surrounded by garbage 
and old vehicles, but they are at 
least making it possible for people 
to clean up without costing anything 
except a little effort. This fall, a free 
tow-away was offered to get rid of 
derelict vehicles. Every spring there 
is free trash pick-up week. There is 
a volunteer committee in Slocan that 
recently refinished and repainted 
the exterior of the wellness centre 
and will undertake landscaping 
improvements in the spring. It is a 
shame all the positives are negated 
by these very narrow-minded, self-
serving individuals. 

Pete and Linda Taylor 
Village of Slocan taxpayers
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Proposed tower 
would be 
redundant

I am not in favour of the proposed 
communications tower on Zaks Rd. 
near Nakusp. On the front page of the 
Public Consultation Package, Rogers 
states “due to subscriber feedback our 
Network Planning and Engineering 
departments have become aware of 
coverage deficiencies within the area 
near Nakusp.” There are no Rogers 
subscribers in the Nakusp area! These 

people pass through town and leave.
I have high-speed internet services, 

cable TV, and cell phone service if I want 
it. From what I understand, cell phone 
service in the area is good. I do not think 
we need another tower – a tower whose 
services we would not use since we have 
good services already. The new tower 
would only be used by people from out 
of town who do not subscribe to Telus 
services.

There already is an existing tower at 
the Telus site at 675 Nakusp East Road. 
Under Industry Canada guidelines, an 
existing location is the preferred location. 
Rogers says this site could not provide 
co-location. What does Telus think about 
co-location at their site? Could the Telus 
tower be built higher or twinned? What 
would a review by an impartial third 
party determine about co-location at the 
Telus site?

I and about 50 other people live 
within 100 metres of the new proposed 
tower. We will be forced to put up with its 
visual annoyance and its very possible ill 
effects. If the radiation these towers emit 
were harmless, there would be no need 
for laws to protect us from it and no need 
for ‘DANGER – RADIATION’ signs. 
It is no consolation that Rogers will be 
responsible for monitoring the radiation 
levels. Initially, three antennas will be 
installed on the tower and more can be 
added by other carriers that are willing 
to pay. Rogers collects the money while 
our real estate values go down. Anybody 
want to buy a house next to the tower?

Again, this proposed tower is of 
no benefit to the people living around 
it. We already have the services. Some 
accommodation could be made for 
Rogers customers at the Telus site on 
675 Nakusp East Road.

Ed Zak
Nakusp

Dear old Dear, 
Mr. Abbott.

I’m afraid we in Nelson can’t believe 
poor old George.

He says he is well placed to 
understand the difficulties of rural 
British Columbians. He says he is 
interested in: reaching out to British 
Columbians; reaching out to every 
region; reconnecting with the grassroots 
and listening respectfully to their ideas 
and advice.

The reality is that Mr. Abbott sounds 
insincere, and full of well-worn rhetoric.

Mr. Abbott was part of a government 
that set up a third level of unelected 
government (such as the IHA). Just 
like the HST – without consultation or 
mandate – they managed to separate 
the Campbell government from the 
grassroots in Nelson. The more the 
grassroots in this Kootenay community 
spoke out, the IHA hired even more 
bureaucrats to thwart the public’s 
concerns.

The BC Government ignored 
feedback from British Columbians in 
the “Conversations on Health” and 
dismissed a 2,500 signature petition from 
Nelson area resi-ents.

In nine years, Nelson’s Kootenay 
Lake Hospital has lost much. Gone is a 
general surgical program and the ICU. 
Five top-rate ER specialists moved 
away; eight local GPs said no to working 
in the ER; an invaluable internist left; and 
recently top nurses have been gone from 
KLH ER in Nelson. In terms of health 
care at the KLH, it’s a ghost of its former 
self. Nelsonites travel 160 kilometres 
each time they want to see a surgeon or 
specialist for a consultation or to have 
surgery. For nine years, hundreds of 
hours have been wasted, lost every day 
in travel time and hours of work, while 
people drive out of this community 
and area. The word “sustainability” is 
a bitter joke.

Mr. Abbott has been invited to 
discussions with local citizens from 
Nelson at the last election. Mr. Abbott, 
Mr. Hanson and now Mr. Falcon have 
discarded all concerns Nelson people 
may have. Not one health minister has 
been within a stone’s throw of Nelson…

So how can we believe politicians 
when they say they are interested in 
reaching out and reconnecting with 
British Columbians, when their sincere 
concerns have been ignored for nearly 
a decade?

Glyn Humphries
Nelson

Democracy or 
Dictatorship

The people living on Zaks Rd just 
outside Nakusp have been informed 
by Rogers Wireless that a 45-metre cell 
tower is being proposed to be built on 
one of the properties on our street. We 
currently have a tower approximately 
1.6 kilometres away from the proposed 
new site, operated by Telus. According 
to Industry Canada, sharing any existing 
tower is supposed to be the first choice 
when another carrier wants to come to 
town. 

The only benefactor of the Rogers 
Wireless tower will be the landlord of 
the property, as he will be financially 
compensated. You will also be able 
to see the tower from the Village of 
Nakusp. For a town where tourism is a 
large part of our economy, do we want 
something this large and unattractive to 
be seen on the horizon to the south? Also, 
once the tower is erected, it cannot be 
removed and then Rogers Wireless and 
other carriers will be able to erect more 
towers on this property without any 
consideration from the public. 

I know we cannot stop Rogers 
Wireless from coming to town, as the 
residents of New Denver know all too 
well. But we should be able to have a say 
in the location and our concerns should 

be heard. This is where things, in my 
opinion, go really wrong. 

After contacting Industry Canada, 
we have been told what questions we 
are allowed to ask and what questions 
we are not allowed to ask. To me, this 
is absolutely absurd. I thought we 
lived in a democracy where people’s 
wants and needs count, but obviously 
not. Our property values will decrease 
substantially, but we are not allowed to 
ask that question. Our health – apparently 
the tower falls within the guidelines of 
Health Canada’s Safety Code 6, so we 
are not allowed to ask this question 
either. Even though a National Research 
Council study conducted in Ontario 
recommended that these towers be 
located a minimum of 450 metres from 
any homes, this will not the case here – 
many homes fall within this radius of the 
proposed tower. We are only allowed to 
ask about the proposed location, and if 
an alternate site was considered. 

What is Rogers doing to ensure the 
antenna is not accessible to the public? 
How are they trying to integrate it into 
the local surroundings? What options 
are available to satisfy aeronautical 
obstruction markings? And what steps 
have been taken to ensure compliance 
with the general requirements of 
document CPC-2-0-03 from Industry 
Canada? 

Where is our voice? What happened 
to our rights? Once again we have been 
squashed by big corporations. Not even 
our provincial MLA can do anything. Is 
Rogers Wireless more powerful than our 
provincial government? 

But if we put all of our little voices 
together we may be able to make 
some changes. If you would like to 
help, comments can be emailed to 
Sean Galbraith at sgalbraith@
proliferategroup.com, with ‘Feedback 
W2175’ in the subject line. Remember 
– the public can only make comments 
regarding location; anything else will 
be dismissed.

The deadline for comments is 
January 31. 

Mike Wrede
Nakusp

Fast for Food
In mid-October I read an article on 

the front page of the Express about a 
young woman named Ana Seed, from 
Nelson, who was proposing a Fast for 
Food in order to raise money for the 
Nelson Food Cupboard. Fourteen-year-
old Ana was challenging others to both 
join her in her fast, as well as to pledge 
money in support of it. I was impressed 
by her courage and earnestness, and left 
the paper on the table as a reminder.

As the date for the fast drew nearer, 
I considered joining her in her fast. This 
was something I could do and feel quite 
good about. It might do me some good 
to push myself a bit too…. maybe even 
raise a couple hundred bucks, and steer 
some of it towards the Kaslo Food Hub 
as well.

At last I committed to doing by 
choice what much of the world’s people 
do regularly by default – to go hungry 
for over 28 hours. 

I sent out an email to a list of 

about 70 local folks, announcing my 
intention to fast in support of Ana Seed 
and her effort to feed the hungry in our 
communities, encouraging them to put 
their money where my (empty) mouth 
was, and to designate either the Kaslo 
Food Hub or Nelson Food Cupboard as 
the recipient of their pledges.

And boy did they! Big and small, 
pledges started rolling in, from tens 
of dollars to hundreds. In 24 hours we 
had been promised well over $600, far 
beyond my expectations. By the time the 
fast actually started, more than $830 had 
been pledged! By then my partner Susan 
and friend Kathy had decided to join the 
fast as well. So from noon on November 
5, to 6 pm the following evening, we took 
in no solid food.

We completed the fast, with our 
pledges totaling nearly $1,400! It was 
not such a hard thing to do, with a full 
fridge and knowing that it was a choice 
not to eat, while so many people don’t 
have that choice. It was also made 
easier by such a generous outpouring of 
support – so much greater than I could 
have anticipated.

According to Ana, who also 
completed the fast, along with about 25 
supporters, the total amount pledged for 
the entire event, including both Nelson 
and our efforts was over $3,250!

Many of you reading this now might 
have contributed had you known of this 
endeavour. Whether in the spirit of this 
recent local effort or otherwise, the need 
continues, and you can donate anytime.

To donate to the Kaslo Food Hub, 
visit www.nklcss.org/food.php or send 
a cheque to Box 546, Kaslo V0G 1M0. 
To donate to the Nelson Food Cupboard, 
visit www.foodcupboard.org.

Thanks so much to all of you who 
supported this effort and contributed to 
these food providers. Hard times call 
for compassion, and you graciously and 
generously responded. Our communities 
are the better for it.

Thank you Ana Seed, for your 
courage, hope and inspiration!  

Bob Yetter
Johnsons Landing

Diametrically 
opposed world views

“Once more unto the breach, my 
friends,” as my favourite dramatist 
put it in his magnum opus Henry V. 
I refer of course to Mr. Lamb’s letter, 
printed under the heading ‘Not really 
a correction’ in the December 1 edition 
of the Valley Voice. 

There are several topics in Mr. 
Lamb’s letter with which I must take 
issue. The first is what I perceive 
to be a hint of Catholic elitism. Mr. 
Lamb writes, “Copiapo had an office 
to fulfil, the others not.” The mere 
appendage of the ecclesiastical title 
of Most Reverend is not evidence of 
anything meaningful in real terms. 
The Evangelist and the Seventh Day 
Adventist may well be as deluded as 
the one described as Most Reverend 
but no less deserving of courtesy. 

The second is a sweeping 
generalization of the literary and 
spiritual paucity “among Kootenayan 
pundits of the agnostic and atheist 

persuasion.” One wonders how many 
agnostic or atheist Kootenayans Mr. 
Lamb knows. On September 28 this 
year, PEW Research (nothing to do 
with the particularly uncomfortable 
furniture found in churches) published 
the results of a worldwide survey 
conducted over several months. The 
survey dealt with religious knowledge. 
The results were interesting in that 
atheists and agnostics had the most 
extensive religious knowledge of 
all. Jews, both religious and secular, 
were second; Mormons were third; 
closely followed by Evangelicals. 
Equal percentages of run-of-the-mill 
Protestants and Roman Catholics 
were last. The reasons for the faithless 
being first are fairly self-evident. The 
more extensive one’s knowledge of 
religion is, the less likely one is to be 
mesmerized by its precepts. 

I did, in fact, pursue a degree 
in political science, philosophy 
and economics at one of the oldest 
universities in England and read 
Aristotle. Even Mr. Lamb must 
recognize that, atheist or not, I would 
have a problem with the fact that 
Thomas Aquinas had conversations 
with the Christ, who is said to have died 
(if he ever lived) 12 centuries before 
Aquinas. People who hear voices 
nowadays are always diagnosed, if 
they should seek treatment, as having 
a mental illness. The same would have 
applied to Moses before his climb up 
Mount Sinai for his chat with Yahweh, 
if he had had medication for his bipolar 
issues.

The third issue I have comes down 
to a diametrically opposed world view 
from that of Mr. Lamb. In the last 
paragraph of his letter he uses terms 
such as Christ and the Lord. Christ 
was, in my view, a composite of all 
that was thought to be commendable 
in a human being, but I doubt that he 
ever existed. All the physical evidence 
of his existence has proved spurious 
at best or deliberately deceitful at 
worst – for example the complete 
absence of any town or village called 
Nazareth during the time of his 
supposed life; the absence of any 
viable community called Bethlehem 
during the time of his supposed 
life; and lastly the Shroud of Turin, 
which fits the ‘deliberately deceitful’ 
criterion. This has been discredited 
as a piece of linen dating all the way 
back to the 13th or 14th century, which 
qualifies it as a medieval remnant 
rather than a biblical treasure. 

When Mr. Lamb mentions the 
Lord, I think I know to whom he is 
referring, but does he realize that 
there have been many lords and gods 
throughout history? There have been 
gods whose names begin with every 
letter of the alphabet from Ahura to 
Zeus. The atheist mantra should be, 
“There have been so many discredited 
gods throughout history. I have just 
gone one god further.”

The only body in the last paragraph 
of Mr. Lamb’s letter for which there is 
any evidence is the Sanhedrin.

John Perkins
Nakusp
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by Jan McMurray
N o t  l o n g  a f t e r  R o g e r s 

Rogers cell tower proposal in Nakusp: public comment period extended
Communications invited public 
comments on its proposal to install a 
45-metre-high wireless communications 
tower on private property just outside 
Nakusp, the company has extended 
the deadline for comments and has 
stated that it is looking for an alternative 
location for the cell tower.

“Due to the holidays and on the 
request of residents, we have extended 
the consultation period from January 
1 to January 31, 2011. We are also 

researching an alternative location 
for the proposed tower. Our goal is 
to offer the best wireless service to 
our customers. If we can find a site 
that meets our technical requirements, 
while respecting residents’ wishes, 
then we will do it. We will have more 
information on this soon,” states Sara 
Holland of Rogers in an email interview 
on December 10.

About 150 Nakusp and area 
residents have signed a petition against 
the originally proposed location, which 
is 214 Zaks Road in Glenbank, in Area 
K. Mike and Marie Wrede, Zaks Road 
residents who started the petition, report 
that six of the ten Zaks Road property 
owners have signed the petition so far. 

“We are not against the tower itself, 
just the proposed location,” said Marie 
Wrede in an interview. “We believe 

that the tower should not be placed 
where people live, work and play when 
there are other options. We want to be 
included in the process of finding a 
suitable location for all concerned.”

Area K Director Paul Peterson has 
written to Industry Canada, requesting 
a public meeting with Rogers and 
government representatives. However, 
Industry Canada’s policy states: 
“Proponents must follow Industry 
Canada’s Default Public Consultation 
Process where the local land-use 
authority [RDCK] does not have an 
established and documented public 
consultation process applicable to 
antenna siting.” As the RDCK has 
no documented public consultation 
process for this, Rogers is following the 
Industry Canada process, which does 
not require a public meeting – just a 
30-day comment period.

Wrede points out that Industry 
Canada requires telecommunications 
companies to look at installing their 
equipment on existing towers in the 
area before building new ones. The 
Rogers information package states 
that the 48-metre-high Telus tower 
at 675 Nakusp East Road “could not 
provide co-location at the minimum 
required height.” She says she has 
had unsatisfactory or no responses 
to her requests for clarification on 
why the Telus tower is unsuitable. 
When the Valley Voice asked the 
Rogers communications manager, Sara 
Holland, to clarify this, her response 
was: “As I mentioned, we are exploring 
other locations and we will share more 
when we can.”

Wrede feels that the high visibility 
of the tower, if placed on Zaks Road, 
would be detrimental to the tourism 
industry in Nakusp. “This village has 
gone to great lengths and expense to 
diversify its economy and position the 
area as a tourist destination. Visitors 
come here for the beautiful lake, the 
breathtaking scenery, the beach, and 
our great boardwalk along the lake. 
If the cell tower was to be built in this 
location, it would be a dominant feature 
in the view from the boardwalk. I don’t 
think erecting a 135-foot tower in a 
highly visible location is part of our 
tourism plan.”

Wrede is also concerned that her 
and her neighbours’ property values 
will drop dramatically if the tower is 

erected on Zaks Road. “We have spoken 
to three realtors and they all say it is 
very difficult to sell a property so close 
to a tower, if not impossible.” Also, she 
notes that a study recently published 
in a National Research Council Press 
journal suggests that cell towers should 
be placed at least 450 metres away from 
homes and be nearly 50 metres tall, 
because of the potential harmful health 
effects of radiofrequency radiation. 
There are several residences within 450 
metres of the Zaks Road location.

However, Wrede says, the 
public is “not allowed” to comment 
on property values or health effects 
when it comes to telecommunications 
equipment. Indeed, Industry Canada’s 
guidelines for telecommunications 
companies outlines “concerns that are 
not relevant” in the public consultation 
phase. These “concerns that are not 
relevant” include “potential effects 
that a proposed antenna system will 
have on property values or municipal 
taxes” and “questions whether … 
Safety Code 6 … are valid or should 
be reformed in some manner.” Safety 
Code 6 is Health Canada’s guideline 
document for limiting radiofrequency 
exposure. Many organizations and 
individuals believe the Safety Code 6 
limit is too high, and are advocating for 
a lower limit.

Although the email address provided 
in the original information package 
was invalid at first due to a problem 
with the server, it is now working. 
Feedback from the public is invited until 
January 31 via email at Feedback2175@
proliferategroup.com or sgalbraith@
proliferategroup.com; and via regular 
mail to Rogers Communications Inc., 
c/o Sean Galbraith, Municipal Affairs 
Manager, Proliferate Consulting Group, 
21 Price Street, Toronto, ON  M4W 1Z1. 
People are asked to reference project 
W2175 in their correspondence.

Galbraith has let Wrede know 
that he will acknowledge receipt of all 
comments within 14 days of receipt, 
and will assemble all the questions 
into a single response document. The 
response document will be provided by 
April 1 (60 days after the deadline) to 
everyone who commented, as well as to 
the RDCK, the Village of Nakusp and 
Industry Canada. These people will then 
have 21 additional days to comment if 
there are outstanding concerns.

If Rogers Communications has its way, a 45 m telecommunications tower like this one will be 
going up at 214 Zaks Rd. in Nakusp.

ULRIKE ZOBEL, LAWYER
PRACTISE RESTRICTED TO: 

CRIMINAL & FAMILY LAW
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
208 Broadway St., Nakusp, BC

 250-265-4372 • 1-877-265-4372
www.ulrikezobel.com

Serving the Arrow and Slocan Lakes

Cedar Mulch
- suitable for landscaping 
$40.00 per pick up load

Kiln Dried Shavings
-suitable for animal bedding
$40.00 per pick up load

We will load open pick ups with front 
end loader, customer responsible for 

tarping loads for highway travel

We can also discuss larger volume purchases

8:00 AM to 3:00 PM 
Monday to Thursday

Cash only • Phone 250-355-2100
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Enjoy the Season in the company 
of family & friends.

www.vincedevito.com

Christmas 
Season Hours

Open
Dec 20, 21, 22, 23 • 7 am - 5:30 pm 

Dec 24 • 7 am - Noon

Closed
Dec 25, 26, 27

Open
Dec 28, 29, 30 • 7 am - 5:30 pm

Dec 31 • 7 am - Noon

Closed
Jan 1, 2

Opening Jan 3 with 
New Winter Hours 

Mon - Fri • 8 am - 5 Sat • 9 am - 5 pm

Nakusp, BC • 250-265-3681

Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work, 
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal

WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS
359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539

3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

NEWS

by Art Joyce
As we face the twin pressures 

of climate change and the increasing 
cost of oil, the issue of food security in 
the West Kootenay is becoming a top 
priority item. The RDCK is responding 
with a series of public consultations for 
its Agricultural Area Plan. 

A meeting in New Denver was 
held by the team hired to draft the plan, 
consisting of consultants Abra Brynne, 
Russell Precious and Paula Sobie. The 
group has met with people in Creston, 
Kaslo, Nelson, Winlaw, Castlegar, New 
Denver and Nakusp. A draft plan will 
be circulated by March with a final 
report due by May, 2011. Brynne said 
she sees incredible diversity not just of 
communities but land types and growing 
capabilities across the regional district, 
so a one-size-fits-all solution is unlikely 
to work.

At the New Denver meeting, a 
group of about 12 residents met to 
offer comments and share the benefits 
of their experience. Some were 
backyard gardeners, others had farming 
experience or worked in the food service 
industry. Mick Wilson of Lone Mule 
Farms attended; he produces vegetables 
for the local farmer’s market, restaurants 
and stores. 

It was pointed out that it’s only 
recently in our history that livestock 
and vegetable production have 
been separated. This brought up the 
troublesome spectre of the new meat 
slaughtering regulations in BC, though 
these were eased somewhat recently. 
Starting in January, Class E meat 
processing licenses will be available 
within the regional district, allowing 
small producers to slaughter up to 10 
animal units. Still, there is no local 
abattoir in the West Kootenay; the 
closest one is in Lumby. Having the 
RDCK lobby the government to set 
aside a piece of Crown land within the 
district dedicated to an abattoir was 
one suggestion. Brynne said there is 
interest in starting a mobile abattoir for 
the region, but it will need broad support 
to succeed. 

Related issues discussed were the 
changing landscape of Agricultural 
Land Reserve (ALR) regulations and 
tax incentives – or the lack thereof – for 
small farmers. The idea was proposed 
of a $3,500 personal tax exemption for 
small farmers, $7,000 for seniors. An 
average annual return for farmers of 
only $5,000 on a $300,000 investment 
provides little incentive, and 70 percent 
of Canadian farmers rely on full-time 
off-farm income. Brynne told the Valley 
Voice in a later interview that Nakusp 
farm property owners said this was a 
major reason they haven’t cultivated 
their land to its potential. And the hyper-
inflation of the real estate market the past 
decade has made it more difficult for 

Meetings held to discuss RDCK Agricultural Area Plan
new farmers to afford land or replace 
infrastructure.

Some felt that the ALR was 
conceived at a time when our definitions 
of what constitutes ‘agricultural land’ 
were different. Added to that has been 
the pressure to remove land from the 
ALR for development – a serious issue 
in the West Kootenay where farmland 
is limited. Only 2.5 percent of the 
RDCK land base is in the ALR, and 
only 5 percent across BC. The regional 
district has no agricultural land sitting 
idle; it’s either privately or provincially 
owned. In Kaslo the issue was raised 
of abandoned farmland and orchards, 

often resulting in the unchecked spread 
of invasive weeds. 

“I think people  should be taxed 
outrageously for owning land that isn’t 
used for food production when it could 
be,” suggested Brynne. She also saw the 
need for more financial incentives in the 
form of regional district grants for food 
producers. 

The negative trickle-down from 
corporate influence in agribusiness is 
a very real factor. At the New Denver 
meeting, Lorie Langford pointed out that 
locally owned food distributor Quality 
Produce was forced out of business 
a decade ago by larger corporate 

wholesalers. These corporations 
typically service mostly chain stores 
and have raised their minimum purchase 
amounts, making it harder for small local 
retailers. Cost-sharing arrangements for 
food distribution could be one solution. 
Brynne said at one of the other meetings 
the idea was raised of using half-empty 
transit buses to transport farm produce 
for a nominal sum. 

Nadine Raynolds of the Harvest 
Share program in New Denver said 
she’d like to see a database built 
of agricultural resources across the 
region, making it easier for producers, 
distributors, retailers and community 

groups to network. In Argenta the related 
need for education about the global food 
system was raised, as well as for youth 
mentorship through summer gardening 
programs. 

“To generate food and income, 
people need more than just boots and 
a shovel,” said Brynne. “I really want 
to get citizens involved. The elected 
officials are going to act if the citizens 
hold them to it.”

To learn more about the initiative, 
provide feedback or complete an 
online survey, go to www.rdck.bc.ca/
development/planning/projects/
agriculture_area_plan.html.

by Art Joyce
With the deepening rift in the 

provincial NDP caucus, Carole James 
announced December 6 that she is 
stepping down as party leader, pending 
election of an interim leader early in 
the new year.

“This hasn’t been an easy decision, 
as I’m sure you can imagine,” she 
said. “But it’s been a decision that I’ve 
made in the best interests of the party. 
Most importantly, it’s been made in the 
best interests of British Columbians, 
who expect and deserve a functioning 
Opposition. They’re not getting that 
right now in this province.”

James went on to criticize members 
of the caucus who have “used their 
time and energy in-fighting instead 
of working on behalf of British 
Columbians.” It was a thinly-veiled 
attack on the 13 MLAs who refused 
to openly state their support for James. 
These dissident MLAs were ‘outed’ 
by James in the ‘yellow scarf caper’ at 

NDP leader Carole James steps down amidst controversy
the party’s provincial council meeting 
November 20, a tactic many in caucus 
felt was coercive and unfair. 

Ironically, James is citing 
“bullying” tactics by these MLAs as 
prompting her resignation. Yet veteran 
MLA Jenny Kwan had called for a 
leadership convention to be held as soon 
as possible due to “the steady erosion 
of our democratic principles” under 
James’ leadership. The Vancouver-Mt. 
Pleasant MLA blasted James for stifling 
debate inside the caucus, centralizing 
decision-making and over-ruling caucus 
decisions.

“Equally dismaying is how MLAs 
then learn about these decisions through 
the media,” said Kwan. “This poor 
decision-making practice and a lack of 
genuine consultation within our caucus 
is an ongoing source of frustration for 
many within the caucus.” 

Katrine Conroy, MLA for Kootenay 
West, cited similar concerns when 
she stepped down as party Whip. 

In a statement following James’ 
announcement, Conroy thanked her 
for seven years of service as leader of 
the party. 

“This has been a difficult time 
for all involved and it’s now time to 
move forward. We need to focus on the 
democratic renewal of our party. A one 
member, one vote leadership campaign, 
where every voice in the party is heard, 
will ensure that,” said Conroy. 

Former MLA Tom Perry is 
urging BC NDP supporters to become 
members via the NDP website in order 
to have a vote for the new party leader. 
No date has been announced yet for the 
leadership convention. 

Michelle Mungall, MLA for 
Nelson-Creston, issued a statement that 
reads, in part: “Over the past seven years 
with Carole as Leader, we have grown 

from those two seats to the largest 
Opposition in BC’s history and record 
high provincial support. In stepping 
down as Leader, Carole has again put 
her commitment to British Columbians 
first. Our focus must now be on getting 
ready to make a government rooted in 
democratic principles and the values 
important to citizens.” 

Conroy said she’s confident the 
NDP will defeat the Liberals in the next 
provincial election to form a government 
that will “ensure the people of this 
province will once again be heard.” 
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Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year to our many 

Volunteers and Patrons.
The DONATION STORE will close on Dec 
24 and remain closed until the end of 

January, 2011.

We appreciate your commitment and 
many contributions.

Please wait for our 
re-opening 

to donate items.

NAKUSP GENERAL STORE (2010)
Season’s Greetings and warm holiday wishes to all of our friends, 

neighbours and customers! We have crafts, beads, slippers, 
sleighs, toys and many more items to choose. For the month of 

December we will be open ALL week, Monday to Sunday.
302 Broadway Street, Nakusp, BC

250-265-3444

by Art Joyce
As part of our series of year-end 

reviews of the communities within 
the Valley Voice coverage area, we 
interviewed Mayor Gary Wright for a 
perspective on the highlights of 2010 
for New Denver. Wright says that while 
2009 was a banner year for new projects 
in the village, this year was devoted more 
to planning.

Village of New Denver year in review: a year of planning
Give me some highlights from this 

year. What were some of the major 
accomplishments?

“This was the year for planning, 
starting the review of the OCP (Official 
Community Plan). The first public 
meeting has been held, and some 
changes will have to be made to meet 
carbon neutral targets. The other major 
issue this year was to research what the 

Village can do as a corporation to reduce 
its carbon footprint. Part of that involved 
opening up the newly renovated Village 
office, which uses geothermal heating. 
We’re tracking energy use carefully to 
monitor savings, and we’re investigating 
the purchase of an electric truck for 
smaller public works jobs. Actually 
money has already been budgeted to 
purchase the truck sometime in 2011.

“Res t ruc tu r ing  our  was te 
management plan was another major 
issue at the Regional District level. There 
will be some long-term savings due to 
the new transportation system, reducing 
the number of trips used for picking up 
recycling. That will include compacting 
waste before hauling, instead of hauling 
out half-full bins. Ootischenia will now 
be the central processing facility, with 
some specialized items being taken care 
of at Salmo.”

What were some of the challenges 
this year facing the Village, and what 
challenges do you foresee going into 
the new year?

“Some economists suggest having 
15-20 percent of the tax base be 
business; the Village has been running 
at between 7-10 percent or a 90-93 
percent residential tax base. We have a 
tax rate that’s very attractive but we’ve 
still found it very hard to get businesses 
into the downtown area. It looks like 
we’ll finally have a boom year next year, 
not entirely because of what we’ve done, 
although we’ve tried to make it very 

attractive. The look of main street is 
certainly going to change and the build-
up of that block on Highway 31A will 
make a big difference.

“The other challenge for us without 
a doubt will be to see if we can figure out 
some way to get community agreement 
on managing our shoreline, and our 
trees and vegetation on public property. 
Everybody in town believes, God bless 
’em, that the village should look like 
what they think it should look like. The 
good part of that is that everybody cares 
what the village looks like. The bad part 
is that nobody wants to have it look like 
anyone’s idea who disagrees with them. 
Still, compared to other communities, 
this is the kind of problem that most 
people would love to have to deal with 
as one of their biggest issues.”

Wright reported that the Village is in 
good financial condition and the public 
works equipment and waterworks are all 
in good condition. Village water testing 
continues to show no positive results for 
nitrates or coliform, allaying fears about 

COMMUNITY

septic system leakages. The Slocan Lake 
Stewardship Society also samples water 
from points along the village lakeshore. 
Next year the Village will be looking at 
a third water well at a different location 
and consulting with IHA to allow 
development between Slocan and main 
streets near the secondary well on the 
lakefront. IHA regulations prohibit septic 
systems to be built within 100 metres of 
a wellhead. 

The current OCP allows for 
secondary suites but at the public meeting 
the need was mentioned for detached 
secondary residences or carriage houses 
for family or renters. Mayor Wright says 
the Village is drafting wording that will 
allow for that while addressing parking, 
zoning and public health requirements.

“Businesses are pretty happy, 
considering it wasn’t a good year 
economically,” says Wright. “We’re 
having business as well as residential 
expansion. We look an awful lot like 
a nice, small village, which I think has 
been the goal of everybody here.” 

submitted by Ministry of Forests
The allowable annual cut for Tree 

Farm License 23 in the Nakusp area, 
held by International Forest Products 
Ltd., will be reduced to 626,503 cubic 
metres effective immediately, deputy 
chief forester Melanie Boyce announced. 
The previous allowable annual cut was 
680,000 cubic metres. 

“It is necessary to reduce the 
harvest level by about eight percent to 
account for wildlife habitat, old-growth 
management areas and the smaller size 
of the tree farm license area,” said Boyce. 

Tree Farm License 23 covers about 
551,400 hectares next to the Arrow 
Lakes. The tree farm license is south of 
Glacier National Park and extends from 
Valhalla Provincial Park in the east to 
Monashee Provincial Park in the west. 

About 144,600 hectares of the tree 
farm license are available for timber 
harvesting. Commercial tree species 
include Douglas-fir, western hemlock, 
Engelmann and white spruce, lodgepole 
pine, sub-alpine fir (balsam), western 
larch and western red cedar. The deputy 
chief forester’s determination is an 

TFL 23 annual allowable cut reduced
independent professional judgment based 
on information ranging from technical 
forestry reports, First Nations input and 
public input to the government’s social 
and economic goals. The timber supply 
review accounts for environmental 
factors such as biodiversity (which 
includes old-growth forests), water 
resources, and scenic values, in addition 
to social and economic issues. 

Under the timber supply review, the 
chief forester or deputy chief forester 
must determine how much wood can 
be harvested in each of the province’s 
38 timber supply areas and 34 tree 
farm licenses at least once every 10 
years. A new allowable annual cut 
may be determined earlier in response 
to abnormal situations, or postponed 
for another five years if an allowable 
annual cut level is not expected to change 
significantly. 

Copies of the deputy chief forester’s 
allowable annual cut determination are 
available on the Ministry of Forests, 
Mines and Lands website at www.for.
gov.bc.ca/hts/ or from the Castlegar and 
Revelstoke forestry offices. 
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The Council and staff of the Village of New Denver would 
like to wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year.  

Village Office hours over the holiday season are as follows:

December 24  8:00 a.m – 12:00 p.m
December 25-28 Closed  
December 29 - 31 Open
January 1-3  Closed
January 4  Open

Residential garbage collection will take place on 
Wednesday, December 29th.

All other garbage collection will take place on regularly 
scheduled days.

The December 28, 2010 Council Meeting has been 
cancelled.

Village of 
New Denver

NOTICE
Dog owners in the Village of New Denver are reminded that 
all dogs residing in the Village of New Denver are required to 
have a current dog licence.  There is a $15.00 discount for 
all dog licences purchased by February 15, 2011.

Licence fees are:

Unspayed Female ………………………………………..$50.00
Unneutered Male ………………………………………....$50.00
Spayed Female…………………………………………....$25.00
Neutered Male …………………………………………....$25.00

VILLAGE OF 
NEW DENVER

2011 COUNCIL MEETING SCHEDULE
Council Meetings are held at 7:00 pm in the Village of New 
Denver Council Chambers at 115 Slocan Avenue, New Denver, 
BC, on the second and fourth Tuesdays of the month. 

January 11th and 25th   July 12th and 26th 
February 8th and 22nd   August 9th and 23rd

March 8th and 22nd  September 13th and 27th 
April 12th and 26th   October 11th  and 25th

May 10th and 24th  November 8th and 22nd

June 14th and 28th  December 13th and 27th 

Paul Peterson,
Director “Arrow Lakes”
Regional District 
of Central Kootenay.

Wolfgang’s Plumbing Services
Closed Dec 11 

– Jan 10

Season’s
Greetings 

From 
Wolfgang 

& the Staff

Winlaw, BC • 250-226-7320

from Walter Popoff,
Director, Area “H,”

RDCK

COMMUNITY

by Director Paul Peterson
2010 was a very strong year of 

volunteerism in Area K. 
All the communities are now 

prepared for fire. Edgewood’s new 
fire group has had two big saves 
that would have cost many more 
times in damages than what it cost 
to set them up. Burton’s folks also 
more than paid for their equipment 
when they fought a forest interface 
fire. The Fauquier department has 
increased its capacity with added 
equipment. Bayview and Arrow 
Park are organized and ready to go 
if something breaks out. The brand 
spanking new Emergency Services 
Building in Nakusp would be the 
envy of any community. 

The RDCK will be taking over 
the BC Hydro water systems in 
Burton, Fauquier, and Edgewood. 
The deal comes with approximately 
$2,000,000 from Hydro, plus Hydro 
will pay the full water rate for all 
current users until their properties 
are sold. Any large capital repairs or 
upgrades will be added to the water 
users’ bills, and Hydro will pay. 
The alternative would have meant 
the current users paying Hydro 
anywhere from $700 to $1,100 a 
year, with BC Hydro remaining as 
owner of the systems.

After about 40 years, the boat 
ramps issues are being resolved. 
Over $3,000,000 in upgrades are 
currently in progress in all the 
communities from Nakusp to 
Fauquier. In Edgewood, however, 
there is no resolution yet. The 
issue that can’t be resolved is that 
the BC government, BC Hydro 

Area K – 2010 – a year in review
and the Department of Fisheries 
and Oceans cannot get around the 
idea that they have completely 
destroyed an important hatchery 
and are in the process of completely 
destroying a peninsula that creates 
the best harbour on the Arrow 
system. And the folks of Edgewood 
cannot seem to accept the possible 

fact that all these agencies are tied 
together somehow and aren’t playing 
anywhere near the same rules as they 
make for others. 

And last but not least, it is back 
to the volunteers that make things 
work. Bless all of you and may 
you have the strength and heart to 
volunteer again next year. 

by Jan McMurray
Slocan accomplished quite a bit 

this year, not only around the council 
table but also out in the community.

On the Village’s achievements 
in 2010, Mayor Perriere said council 
worked away at its number one 
priority – the micro-hydro project 
– and will continue to do so in 
2011. The Sustainability Plan was 
completed, and prompted a signage 
strategy project for the village that 
will get underway next year. The 

Age-Friendly Study was also done 
this year. Recommendations in that 
study will be considered during the 
OCP review process in 2011.

Mayor Perriere also listed Village 
staffing changes as achievements. A 
new Chief Administrative Officer, 
Jack Richardson, was hired, and 
Slocan was able to hire an intern, 
David Mills, through a government 
program. A new position – waterfront 
ambassador – was created in the 
summer. This person helped people 

solve parking and dog problems at 
the beach.

Thanks to Slocan’s “great 
bunch of volunteers,” there were 
many improvements made in the 
community. The wellness centre 
was beautifully painted by the Kick 
Ass Citizens of Slocan Committee, 
whose members have plans for further 
improvements in 2011. Landscaping 
and moving the cenotaph to the 
wellness centre grounds are in the 
works for next year. Community 

members cleaned up the Hwy 6 
pullout just north of Slocan, painted 
the community sign there, and erected 
a ‘No Dumping’ sign. Mayor Perriere 
also acknowledged the volunteers 
working on the library committee. 
“We have a good, functioning library,” 
she said. “Authors came to visit and 

they’ve put on programs for children.”
“It is amazing what we have 

accomplished,” concluded the 
mayor. “We are very fortunate to 
have a very hard working council 
and a community full of hard working 
volunteers who want to make Slocan 
an even better place to live.”

Slocan City accomplishes quite a bit in 2010
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Last Minute 
shopping speciaLs
Mr. Buddy Propane Heater  
 4000-9000 BTU 
 Reg. $124.99   SALE $99.99
Fusion  3 PACK  Micro Lantern  LED
 Reg. $21.69  SALE $11.95
Dorcy  “Python” LED Flexlight (worklight)  
 or  Flashlight 
 Reg. $25.29  SALE $14.95
ShopPro   Tool Box   19.5” x 10.5” x 9.5” 
 Reg. $17.99  SALE $11.95
Canada  Toques  Red/Blue  or Blue/Red
 Reg. $5.99  SALE $2.99
Thermos Travel Mug Combo (2 Pack)  
 450 grams
 Reg. $16.99  SALE $13.55
Canada Coffee Cups – 11 oz.
 Reg. $2.29  SALE..$1.49
ALL Coffee Makers — 15 %  OFF 
25% SALE STILL ON
     Hand Tools, Fishing Tackle, Toys & Games, Socks and clothing
TWO HARDWOOD FLOORING SPECIALS
Oak Engineered “ Old West Plank” Saloon
 3”-5”-7”  wide Planks Beveled edge, distressed                        
 Reg. $ 5.24/ sq ft  SALE  $4.29/sq ft
3 ¼” x ¾”  Solid aluminum oxide finish  “ButterScotch”
 Reg. $ 4.99/ sq ft  SALE $4.29/sq ft
TWO ARMSTRONG VINYL FLOORING SUPER SPECIALS
Atlantica Solarium Traditions Old Country Natural Wood  12’
 Reg. $24.95/Sq Yd  SALE $12.95/SQ YD
Atlantica Solarium Traditons  “ Stonecrest”  12’
 Reg. $23.95/ Sq Yd  SALE $11.95/ SQ YD

Have a Safe and Very Happy Holiday! 
Thanks to all from Steve, Dave, Lee, Keith, Erica, Colin, 

Terry, Danika and Bobby

Holiday Hours:
The Village Office will 
be closed from 4 pm 
on December 23 and 
will reopen at 9 am 
on January 3, 2011

Wishing all 
of you a safe 
and Happy 
Holiday!

by Jan McMurray
A sparsely attended town hall 

meeting hosted by Village council in 
Slocan on December 6 covered the 
Village’s dog and animal control policy, 
the micro-hydro project, and the signage 
strategy.

Councillor McGreal introduced 
the dog control issue. “Once upon a 
time, I couldn’t walk down the street in 
Slocan without being harangued with 
complaints about dogs,” she said, but 
after the Village actively enforced dog 
control over the summer, “…the tide 
turned and I couldn’t walk down the 
street without being harangued about 
enforcement.”

McGreal explained that a Public 
Works staffperson volunteered to be the 
dog control officer and did the job from 
May to September. Loose dogs were 
impounded at the Village office. If the 
owner of the dog could not be contacted 
before the office closed, the dog was sent 
to Nelson, resulting in a $100 fee for the 
owner to retrieve the dog. She said quite 
a few people purchased dog licences 
because they wanted to be contacted if 
their dog was impounded. The Village 
office has received letters from people 
against the policy and almost the same 
number of letters from people in favour 
of the policy. Since September, when 

Dogs, micro-hydro and signage discussed at Slocan town hall meeting
enforcement stopped, McGreal said she 
has noticed an increase in the number of 
dogs running loose.

She said council decided to stop 
the enforcement because complaints 
drop off during winter. Mayor Perriere 
added that some people felt they were 
being picked on, so council decided to 
back off a bit and try to get ideas from 
the community on how best to deal with 
this issue.

One resident said he thought there 
was misunderstanding in the community 
about what type of dog would be 
impounded – dogs at large or problem 
dogs. McGreal confirmed that it was 
dogs at large.

Councillor Elliott said another 
solution could be to create designated 
dog areas, such as the one at the beach. 
One resident said she thought this was 
a great solution.

Another resident advocated for 
a group of dog owners and non dog 
owners in the community to get together 
to deal with the issue. Volunteers could 
look after loose dogs until their owners 
could be found, she suggested.

Resident Nicole Laframboise said 
she has a strong background with 
animals, including working as a vet 
assistant. She said she would like to do 
a presentation on a volunteer basis on 

how to be around dogs, and suggested 
a dog walking club so that the dogs in 
the community would get to know one 
another.

Mayor Perriere wrapped up the dog 
discussion by saying the issue comes up 
at all local government conferences, and 
“I’m happy we are looking at something 
different” in the way of a solution.

Councillor Elliott gave an update 
on the proposed municipal micro-
hydro project on Springer Creek. The 
Village has hired Selkirk Power out of 
Nelson to do a report that will include 
an environmental assessment and water 
flow monitoring information. Council 
recently walked the area with Selkirk 
Power, identifying potential sites for the 
intake and power house, and the possible 
route for the penstock. It is projected that 

the project will produce 1.3 megawatts, 
approximately enough power for 1,300 
homes. However, power generated from 
the project would be sold to Fortis, as 
per government regulations. Elliott 
reported that the application for a water 
licence had been sent to the Ministry 
of Environment in September 2010. 
Village council and staff, along with 
MLA Katrine Conroy, met with then 
Minister of Environment Barry Penner 
and his staff to discuss the project. 

Public consultation is tentatively 
scheduled for the spring. She emphasized 
that the project is still in the information 
gathering stage, and no decisions have 
been made. She said council will keep 
the community informed as information 
becomes available, acknowledging the 
importance of community support to the 

success of the project.
Councillor Jessica Lunn spoke 

about signage, calling for community 
members interested in forming a 
working group to develop a signage 
strategy. Signage was identified as a 
priority in the recent Sustainability 
Plan. It was referred to the OCP, but 
Lunn explained that quotes received in 
response to the Request for Proposals to 
update the OCP were very high. To add 
a signage strategy to the OCP update is 
not feasible, she said. So, council would 
like to formulate terms of reference for a 
group of community volunteers to come 
up with a signage strategy, including 
compiling an inventory of existing signs, 
identifying priorities, and researching 
costs and sources. Anyone interested is 
asked to contact the Village office.

submitted by Valhalla Fine Arts 
Society

The Valhalla Community 
Concert Series proudly presents the 
iconic Canadian folk artist Connie 
Kaldor at the Silverton Memorial 
Hall on Monday, January 31, 2011 
at 7:30 pm. 

Don’t miss the opportunity to 
see this award-winning entertainer 
here in your own backyard as Kaldor 
performs songs from her latest 
album Postcards from the Road as 
well as music from her expansive 
discography.

Renowned folk artist Connie Kaldor to perform in Silverton
A native of Saskatchewan, 

Connie Kaldor has been performing 
for most of her life. Born into a 
musical family, she grew up singing 
in the choir. Her love of performing 
led her to a theatre degree from the 
University of Alberta, and then to 
alternative theatre companies, an 
influence still very much in evidence 
at any Connie Kaldor concert. 

Although she left theatre to 
pursue her songwriting career quite 
early, her engaging character and 
storytelling skills are hallmarks 
of her live performances. People 

come back to see her again and 
again because a Connie Kaldor 
performance is about more than just 
the power of music. It is also about 
the power of personality. What she 
says between songs is as intriguing 
as the lyrics she sings.

For over two decades, this Juno 
Award-winning singer/songwriter 
has flourished on the Canadian folk 
scene and beyond. Kaldor has 14 
albums to her credit, three award-
winning children’s books/CDs, a 
musical and much more. She has 
been recognized with the Queen’s 
Golden Jubilee Medal, the Order of 
Canada, and the adoration of fans 
across North America and around 
the world. 

She has headlined folk festivals 
across Canada and the US and has 
toured extensively, bringing her 
music all over North America and 
to India, China and Europe. She has 
shared the stage with innumerable 
artists, including Shawn Colvin, 
Tracy Chapman, Sylvia Tyson, the 
Chieftains, and Daniel Lanois.

The Valhalla Community 
Concert Series was established to 
thank the community for supporting 
the Valhalla Fine Arts programs. 
This holiday, give the gift of music 
and purchase a ticket for a friend 
or family member. Tickets are $18 
(advance sales only) at Garden 
Graces in New Denver, the Cup and 
Saucer in Silverton and Otter Books 
in Nelson or call 250-358-7151.

Renowned Canadian folksinger Connie Kaldor comes to the Silverton Memorial Hall January 
31 to perform songs from her latest album Postcards from the Road as well as old favourites. 
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JACOB BUTT
Certified Electrician
Licensed and Insured

Serving
New Denver,

Nakusp & 
the Slocan Valley

FREE ESTIMATES

office: (250) 358-2479
mobile: (250) 505-6182

GARDENING d PRUNING d SNOW REMOVAL

Janet  250-358-2618

WANTED 
TO BUY: 

CEDAR AND 
PINE POLES
John Shantz

• 250-308-7941 (cell)

Please contact: Gorman 
Brothers Lumber Ltd.

250-547-9296

from Doug, Shay, Grace & Gary

by Jan McMurray
RCMP officers Dan Seibel, Bryson 

Hill and Kent Kryzanowski came 
out to a public meeting in Slocan on 
December 6 to explain the recent 
RCMP restructuring in the region, give 
an update on the investigation of the 
drive-by shooting in Slocan last spring, 
and to answer questions from the public.

Staff Sergeant Dan Seibel from 
the Kootenay Boundary Regional 
Detachment out of Nelson explained 
that the regional detachment is made 
up of the Slocan Lake (New Denver), 
Nakusp, Kaslo, Nelson Rural, Salmo, 
Midway, Castlegar, Trail and Grand 
Forks detachments. There is also a 
five-person General Investigation 
Section, which travels throughout the 
West Kootenay providing forensic 
identification and police dog services.

Seibel said the Slocan Lake 
detachment had its southern boundary 
extended from Lemon Creek to Slocan 
Park after a review of the number of 
calls and the population per officer 
at the Slocan Lake and Rural Nelson 
detachments. Rural Nelson had a much 
higher number of calls and a much larger 

population per officer, so the solution 
was to give Slocan Lake part of Nelson 
Rural’s area.

Also since restructuring, there are 
three constables at the Slocan Lake 
detachment rather than one corporal and 
two constables. Seibel explained that the 
corporal’s role is largely administrative, 
so this means “one more body on the 
road” in the Slocan Valley.

Corporal Bryson Hill, in charge 
of the Nakusp and Slocan Lake 
detachments, presented statistics to show 
that the restructuring has improved their 
performance. The total calls for service 
at the Slocan Lake detachment increased 
from 430 calls in 2009 to 756 calls in 
2010. Total criminal code charges went 
up from 17 to 31. In Slocan City, there 
were 118 calls in 2009 and 189 in 2010; 
and there were six criminal code charges 
in 2009 compared to ten in 2010. “The 
bigger area accounts for some of the 
increase in numbers but the reality is this 
is self-generation – cops in cars looking 
for crime,” he said. Hill added that as of 
two months ago, an extra on-call officer 
was approved for Nakusp, meaning that 
Slocan Lake officers do not have to go to 

Nakusp to provide back-up for Nakusp 
officers anymore.

One woman asked if the increase in 
the number of calls and criminal code 
charges meant that there were more 
dangerous, violent crimes in the area. 
Hill assured that there was no increase 
in violence – the increase in calls and 
charges can be mostly attributed to drug 
related incidents.

Hill gave an update on the drive-by 
shooting incident last spring, appealing 
to the community to “keep your ear to 
the ground and try to find information.” 
He said the General Investigation 
Section came and flooded the area 
immediately after RCMP got the call, 
but no one was identified. Shell casings 
were found, but no firearm yet. Four 
names have come forward, and police 
have spoken to two of those people. 
Constable Kryzanowski is the lead 
investigator on this file.

One resident asked if this incident 
was connected to the break-in at the 
hardware store, where it is rumoured that 
ammunition was taken. Hill said there is 
no indication that the two incidents are 
connected, but they haven’t discovered 

who broke in to the hardware store, 
either.

A resident asked about the 
increase in organized crime in the 
area. Staff Sergeant Seibel confirmed 
that members of organized crime 
are “most definitely” moving in, and 
there is a direct relationship between 
incidents of violence and organized 
crime. He said the RCMP has members 
monitoring organized crime. “They end 
up forming bonds in the community, 
so that’s where you can help,” he said, 
encouraging people to call the RCMP 
or CrimeStoppers with any information. 
CrimeStoppers pays up to $2,000 
for tips. Corporal Hill added that the 
organized crime in the area revolved 
around drugs. He said that if we can 
show the Province that we have a big 
problem here, with marijuana going to 
the US and coming back as cocaine, and 
if we can get the number of calls and 
criminal code charges up, then we may 
get more officers here.

Education and community 
involvement was another topic of 
discussion. Constable Kryzanowski 
has approached the school and offered 

RCMP make presentation at Slocan public meeting
to talk to the students. He has also 
been stopping by the youth centre 
lately. Corporal Hill said that Constable 
Foley at the Slocan Lake detachment 
specializes in drug investigations, and 
will be making a presentation in the 
schools this year. He added that the 
officers should be able to increase 
visibility in the communities during this 
slow season. In the summer, however, 
they are very busy answering calls.

About this time last year, the Silverton Community Club donated $600 to the Slocan 
Community Health Centre Auxiliary Society’s Light Up the Hospital campaign. They did the 

same this year. Shown above are Carol Heidema, Vern Hartman, Linda Laktin, Kerry Heidema, 
Barb Lahner, Ron Provan, Thelma Fox, Diane Andrews, Peggy Broom, Amy Mori, Peggy 

Magnuson, Armand Lange, Agnes Emary.
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Nakusp, BC 
250-265-3681

• LUMBER
• SIDING
• INSULATION
• ROOFING
• DRYWALL
• FLOORING
• HARDWARE
• GENERAL PAINT
• PLUMBING
• ELECTRICAL
• WOOD STOVES
• WINDOWS/DOORS
• SCAFFOLDING
• ENGINEERED FLOORS
• ROOF TRUSSES
• TOOL RENTALS
• AGRICULTURAL FEEDS
• GARDENING SUPPLIES
• GREENHOUSE

OPEN
7 am - 5:30 Weekdays
9 am - 5:00 Saturday

The Best Lumberyard 
in the Kootenays

We deliver!

Thanks to our patrons for another 
successful year! See you again in 2011! 

—Karl & Dagmar 

CLOSED DECEMBER 24 - DECEMBER 27
———

RE-OPENS DECEMBER 28

314

Closed December 24 - 28
Open December 29 - 31 • 9 am to 4 pm

Closed January 1 - 3
Open January 4 •  Regular hours

308 Broadway St, Nakusp BC V0G 1R0
t: 250 265 2226

Come and check our great selection of 
winter clothing for all ages

Selected kids ski jackets – 25% off

Many great gift ideas 
between $10 and $50

Snowshoe Rental available this winter

We’d like to take this opportunity to 
thank the community for their support.

Happy Holidays

Mike & Marie Wrede

by Cedra Eichenauer
Alexander Sevastian and his 

accordion came to the Bonnington in 
Nakusp on Saturday, November 27. 
Born in Belarus and trained in Russia, 
Sevastian has lived in Toronto since 
2001, and became a Canadian citizen in 
2005. Currently touring solo, he is also 
a member of the well-known musical 
group ‘Quartetto Gelato.’

The evening began with Bach’s 
Toccata and Fugue in D Minor. The 
accordion filled the space with an 
astoundingly powerful sound, much like 
that of an organ. In contrast, the next 
selection – three sonatas by Scarlatti – 
demonstrated how gentle and light the 
accordion’s sound can be. This was 
followed by Brahmsiana, a composition 
by Semenov in commemoration of 
the 100th anniversary of the death of 
Johannes Brahms. The audience was 
mesmerized by the speed of Sevastian’s 
fingers as he played.

The last piece before intermission 
was An Invitation to the Dance by 
Weber. Sevastian described the scene 
for us: The young people have had their 
fill of food and drink and are ready to 
dance. A young lady is approached and 
asked to dance. She refuses. The same 
gentleman asks again, and then a third 
time, at which point she finally consents. 
They move onto the dance floor and 
what ensues is not so much a dance as a 
wrestling match. The music embodied 
the competitive humour of the situation 
wonderfully.

After the intermission, Sevastian 
spoke about his instrument – a 
chromatic button accordion, invented 
in 1970. Unfortunately, many of the 

Accordionist performs in Arrow Lakes Arts Council series
great composers never got a chance to 
write for it. However, some modern 
composers do, and he played one 
such piece: Semenov’s Don Rhapsody 
No.1. Next came Barcarolle by 
Rachmaninoff, followed by a selection 
from Tchaikovski’s Seasons – October 
was slow and solemn, while November 
was much brisker and more playful.

The next three pieces were either by 
Piazzolla, or inspired by him. Sevastian 
explained how Piazzolla had changed 
the way the tango is understood, at the 
expense of being unappreciated in his 
homeland. The first example was Flora’s 
Game (very sad), followed by Comma 
Piazzolla by Angelis, and then Sentido 
Unico again by Piazzolla. This latter 
piece was inspired by Piazzolla’s first 
encounter with a one-way street sign 
when he first went to Europe. It made 
such an impression on him that he had 

to write a tango about it.
The final piece on the program was 

Konzertstuck by Weber, which Sevastian 
admitted was more about speed than 
melody. And speedy it was! The result 
was a standing ovation. As an encore, we 
were challenged to a contest – Sevastian 
would play, and we had to clap along. 
Could we keep up? Stinging hands and 
full smiles – you had to be there!

submitted by Lisa Bateman
The last weekend of November, the 

Nakusp Midget Rep Falcons travelled 
to Kelowna to participate in a six team 
tournament. Even though the bench was 
short of players, talent was not an issue.  

On Friday afternoon, the Falcons 
matched up against Abbotsford. No 
shots got past the two goalies until 
early into the second period when 
Abbotsford scored at the 18:17 mark. 
Jordan Trenholm  evened the score just 
eight minutes later with the assist going 
to Dylan Hascarl and Andrew Likness. 
Abbotsford then had two unanswered 
goals, winning the game 3-1.  

Saturday morning the Falcons 
faced off against home team, Kelowna 
Rockets. At the end of the first period, 
Falcons were leading 3-1 with goals 
being scored by Jacob Balske, unassisted, 
Brody Simpson from Dylan Hascarl and 
Dylan Hascarl assisted by Mitchel 
Hascarl. The Falcons continued to 
force the net and were rewarded with 
four goals in the second period, being 
awarded to Ryan Bateman from Balske 
and Simpson, Likness from Kris James, 
Bateman again from Kris James and Kris 
James from Likness. The third period 

Falcons win Kelowna tournament
saw each team scoring twice; Jordan 
Trenholm from Mitchel Hascarl and 
Likness unassisted. The Falcons tallied 
the two points and the  9-4 win.  

The Falcons’ third game was against 
the Holleyburn Huskies. The Falcons 
again came out strong in the first period 
with goals coming from Balske assisted 
from James and Levi Cordingley and 
James assisted by Likness. The second 
and third periods saw goals from 
Bateman assisted by Mitchel Hascarl, 
Balske from Cordingley and Balske 
from Likness and James. Holleyburn 
managed to put only one goal past 
Cameron MacPherson and again the 
Falcons tallied two points winning 5-1.  

Late Saturday night, when all the 
games were complete and the stats were 
in, the Falcons ended up first place in 
divisional play. They would advance 
to the final game on Sunday against the 
Holleyburn Huskies. Kris James scored 
just 47 seconds into the first period 
assisted by Balske and the team really set 
the tone for the game. Trenholm got his 
third of the weekend assisted by Dylan 
Hascarl and Kris James sealed the deal 
in the third period with the assist going 
to Balske. Hollyburn scored only once. 

Accordianist Alexander Sevastian
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HOLIDAY 
GREETINGS

Dec. 21, 22, 23      10 – 4 pm

Dec. 24, 25, 26, 27, 28  Closed

Dec. 29, 30     10 – 4 pm

Dec. 31, Jan. 1, 2, 3  Closed

Opening Jan. 4

Season’s Greetings
from Peter & the staff

Closed December 25

5722 Hwy 6 • Winlaw
250-226-7282

Wishing 
you Peace 
and Joy

Main Street, New Denver 
250-358-2847

Ho!
Ho!

Ho!

We’re 
Closed!!!

Closed Dec. 18 - Jan. 9
Reopens 7:00 am (or so) Jan 10, 2011

COMMUNITY

by Mayor John Everett
One million dollars, yes, one 

million! That’s the amount of grants 
and donations the Village has received 
in the last five years – equal to 10 years 
of Silverton property taxes. When the 
Valley Voice suggested an article on 
the year in review, I started thinking 
about the last five years and how many 
things had changed for our little Village. 
Through the efforts of the Village staff, 
council and the community’s many 
volunteers these years have been very 
productive with this past year being one 
of our best. Citizens of Silverton take 
great pride in our little community and 
well they should.

In 2005 the Village was struggling 
with a huge deficit, a small tax base and 
an inadequate annual grant from the 
provincial government to offset the costs 
of running a municipal government. 
Previous councils wrestled with how to 
provide the reporting, administration and 
services required of a municipality and 
not raise taxes. It was to say the least a 
losing battle.

Fortunately along came an increase 
in the small communities grant over 
a period of four years and the federal 
government introduced the gas tax rebate 
to municipalities. Finally there was a 
way to move forward without increasing 
property taxes. We did have to raise 
water rates in 2006 to cover payments 
on the outstanding $200,000 from earlier 
water system upgrades.

There was much to do in 2005; the 
previous councils had modernized the 

Silverton year in review highlights record of accomplishments
Village’s equipment and started creating 
reserve funds, along with setting the stage 
for the Fire Department to become one 
with New Denver’s. In addition, council 
embarked on a new Official Community 
Plan hoping to get it accomplished in 
one term. Unfortunately the people 
contracted to assist us dropped the ball 
and local residents were not happy with 
the content or the cost of the process. 
After the election in 2008 council again 
took up the task and in 2010 we passed 
a new OCP. The challenge in 2011 will 
be to bring the current bylaws in line 
with the OCP.

 It’s often a fine line between 
creating bylaws to control activities 
in the Village and simply appealing to 
a person’s common sense. Unsightly 
premises, boulevard, animal control 
and building bylaws were introduced 
or amended along with the day-to-day 
business of the Village.

Water has been a priority of all 
councils over the years. Fortunately 
Silverton has an abundant supply from 
its aquifer and it is of unparalleled 
quality. Our goal was to improve our 
infrastructure to match our supply and 
improve dependability in the event 
of a catastrophic failure. Council had 
an engineering study that stated our 
reservoir was in need to repair or 
replacement, a second well for backup, 
a generator for backup power and many 
upgrades to distribution lines. Funding 
these upgrades was problematic. Here 
we were, just starting to pay off the last 
round of upgrades, and we needed an 

additional $400,000. We had been saving 
the gas tax rebates towards water but then 
Village administration was able to get a 
provincial Towns for Tomorrow grant 
to cover that amount. Council decided 
to approach the owners of the land on 
which the reservoir resides, Anne and 
Parker Williams, to buy the property. 
The Parkers generously donated the land. 
By the end of 2011 the Village will have 
spent $600,000 to provide a reliable, safe 
water supply to the residents for the next 
10-20 years.

The 2010 Olympics saw an 
opportunity to get 2010 Legacy Funding 
and again council decided to pursue a 
grant for improvements to the Memorial 
Hall. The Friends of Memorial Hall 
were formed to assist in additional 
grants and fundraising and the Silverton 
Community Club donated countless 
volunteer hours and materials.  Over 
$300,000 has been invested to provide 
new washrooms, new kitchen, fire 
suppression, lighting, sound, LCD 
projector, 200-inch screen, refinished 
floor, new tables and chairs.

The economic recession saw the 
federal government implement its Action 
Plan for recovery through infrastructure 
grants. Village staff jumped at the 
opportunity and obtained funding for 
new washroom/shower facilities in the 
campground. A second grant assisted 
the Arena Society move forward with 
repairs to the arena, and improvements 
to the children’s playground. These 
projects saw the Village provide training 
and employment for four people over the 
winter of 2009/2010 and the expenditure 
of over $100,000 locally for materials 
and services. In the longer term this 
will yield economic benefits with more 
tourism and longer campground stays. 
2010 saw the highest campground 
revenues ever.

We managed to find a few dollars 
left over from various budgets this year 
to renovate the village offices with new 
windows, insulation, upgraded electrical 
and furnishings. It has been 27 years 
since the office last had a makeover other 
than the donation of the Community 
Club repainting the exterior.

What will 2011 bring? Council 
recently held a planning session and 
some of our goals are to continue work 
with the Arena Society to make the arena 
functional; assist the Gallery Society to 

upgrade and repair the Gallery; support 
the New Denver-Silverton Trail Society; 
provide handicap access to the Village 
office, and a public washroom. Other 
projects include rebuilding the dock at 
the boat launch; properly anchor the 
swimming dock at Cooper’s beach; 
and beautify Lake Avenue with the 
planting of trees. A grant was obtained 
for a geothermal study; once that’s done 
gas tax funding can be used to develop 
clean energy for the Village. We’re also 
establishing a mail-in ballot system for 
the 2011 elections. I would encourage 
younger or newer members of the 
community to get involved by running 
for office. 

2010 also saw the remake of 
the Silverton website. Check it out 
for current information and Village 
documents. www.silverton.ca.

My hat goes off to everyone – our 
council, staff and volunteers. Let’s make 
2011 the best year ever. 

submitted by Nelson Library
Landscape comes alive under 

the brush of Evelyn Kirkaldy, whose 
luminous oil paintings are currently on 
display at the Nelson Library. 

Many of Kirkaldy’s pieces are 
created en plein air – on site – the better to 
harness spontaneity and energetic colour 
play in portrayals of vibrant mountain 
meadows, lively flower gardens and 
lush rainforests. Her influences include 
Jackson Pollack as well as a number of 
Impressionist and Expressionist painters.  

As a kid growing up in Toronto, 
public school art education was not 
enough for Kirkaldy. Extra-curricular 
classes included summer drawing and 
sculpture workshops at Central Technical 
School. She later studied art at Three 
Schools of Art in Toronto and the Banff 
School of Fine Arts. After graduating 
with honours from the Ontario College 
of Art, she moved to Western Canada, 

Kirkaldy’s luminous landscapes 
on exhibit at Nelson Library

where she worked as a graphic designer, 
illustrator, and art director, winning 
several awards for her work. 

An avid hiker, Kirkaldy once spent 
10 days in a treehouse surrounded by 
16 wild grizzly bears. She has explored 
the west coast of BC and travelled to 
Alaska in order to ‘walk with grizzlies.’ 
In Churchill Manitoba, she came face to 
face with a large polar bear. 

“With my paintings I try to capture 
the essence of the landscape, the feeling 
of living in nature. A forest is not just 
trees, it’s a metropolis teeming with 
wildlife,” she explains.

Her passion for the outdoors has 
inspired Kirkaldy to work in various 
media depicting wilderness and its 
ursine inhabitants. She has also served 
as Artistic Advisor to the Get Bear Smart 
Society based in Whistler BC since 2000. 

The exhibition continues through 
January.

Slocan Valley artist Evelyn Kirkaldy will be exhibiting her work at the Nelson Library during the month of 
January. Kirkaldy’s creative and advocacy work often focuses on bears; here she is pictured in a bear den. 



The Valley Voice  December 15, 201014 COMMUNITY

Global Gift 
Discoveries 

Inspiring 
Arts & Crafts

318  Broadway  S t .   Nakusp ,  BC   265 -3288

Textiles / Objects / Artwork / Clothing
Happy Holidays and Seasons Greetings

Kaslo – year in 
review
by Jan McMurray

Despite the challenges in 2010, 
the Village of Kaslo had many 
successes.

The four-star Communities in 
Bloom rating was at the top of Mayor 
Lay’s list of achievements. “This 
was a community-building exercise 
and I extend thanks to the eight 
people on the volunteer committee 
and to everyone who helped make 
Communities in Bloom so successful 
for Kaslo,” he said.

The work put into the OCP by 
the Community Advisory Committee 
was another achievement in 2010, 
and Mayor Lay said Kaslo would 
have a regulatory compliant OCP by 
spring 2011.

A comprehensive planning 
document was completed for the 
Kaslo City Hall restoration project 
by David Dobie and Thomas 
Loh of Nelson. This was a major 
achievement that has quite a 
challenge attached – “Now all we 
have to do is find between $1.3 and 
$1.5 million to carry the project 
through,” commented Lay.

The freshly painted trim around 
the windows of the Kemball 
Memorial Centre has stopped the 
deterioration and added to the 
building’s appearance.

“And finally, the Village crew did 
a very good job of providing services 
to the Village,” said the mayor.

As far as challenges go, Mayor 
Lay said that implementing the Invest 
Kootenay program to generate some 
interest in business in Kaslo was one 
of them. Another was trying to come 
up with a plan for Water Street that 
reflects the wishes of the general 
public as well as the businesses. “We 
look forward to the work of the newly 
formed committee on this,” he said.

An affordable housing strategy 
is a challenge that has been ongoing 
for ten years, said Lay. With not 
much support on this from senior 
governments, “I think the community 
has to find the funds to make it happen 
from their own resources – from the 
assets of community.” He said there 
may be some hope on the horizon 
with the regional affordable housing 
strategy initiative, spearheaded by 
Nelson Councillor Deb Kozak.

The Liquid Waste Management 
Committee formed in 2010 to 
complete the first phase of a Liquid 
Waste Management Plan, which is an 
overview of options for the Village 
regarding the sewer system. Without 
the plan, it is difficult to move forward 
with building new washroom facilities 
for the campground. The overall plan 
for campground expansion has not yet 
been completed.

Mayor Lay said that some council 
members attended a three-day 
workshop, where they learned some 
methodology that would allow them 
to become a more effective council. 
Implementing this methodology is the 
challenge, said Lay. 

Mayor Lay says the two things 
he looks forward to the most in 
2011 are Communities in Bloom 
and SufferFest, as these are events 
that “really bring the community 
together.”
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May the Blessings and Joy of 
the Christmas season be with 

you throughout the coming year.
Box Lake Lumber Products Ltd. • Nakusp, BC

Best wishes for the 
holidays to all our patients, 

friends and neighbours 
from all the staff.

We look forward to
seeing you again in 2011.

Nakusp holds 
first Winter 
Carnival
by Jan McMurray

There were lots of fun games for 
kids of all ages on the main street 
of Nakusp during the first annual 
Winter Carnival on December 4.

The kids had a great time racing 
Krazy Carpets, doing the Duct Tape 
Turkey Toss and Hole in One Golf. 
The craft tables at Selkirk College 
were buzzing with creative activity 
all evening.

The three Window Decorating 
winners were Shaggyz Hair Care, 
Three Lions Pub and Kuskanax 
Lodge.

The People’s Choice Home 
Decorating winners were Bill and 
Cheryl Jackins, 401 Fourth Avenue.

Parade winners were O’Briens 
Service, Towing & Repairs, the 
Arrow Lakes Ambassadors and 
Overwaitea / Nakusp Secondary 
School Band.

Lisa Ante conducts the Nakusp Senior Band, as the Community Choir waits in the background at the 24th annual Community Carol Sing, sponsored by the Nakusp Rotary Club.

Of course Santa showed up for the first annual Naksup Winter Carnival, held December 4. After participating 
in the parade, the man in the red suit was available to help everyone update their Christmas wish-lists.

These elves and their crazy antics amused crowds at the Nakusp Winter Carnival, December 4.
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MASSAGE

Try a gift certificate from 
Pristine Massage...

250-358-6804

Looking 
to pamper 
that special 
someone? 

Join us for our

4th annuaL faMiLy 
fun skate

Boxing Day 1- 4 pM
at Slocan’s Outdoor Rink
“We supply the hot dogs & hot 

chocolate — You supply the fun!”
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Chainsaw carver Bill Christian, from Silverton, kept 
observers fascinated at Christmas by the Lake.

Blacksmith Jamie Barber gets some help from a young 
assistant at Christmas by the Lake.

David Ducharme and Peter Vogelaar demonstrated their fabulous ice-carving talents at this year’s Christmas by the 
Lake event in Silverton. These ice angels were created especially for the three-day event.
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Season’s Greetings from all 
of us at Cornucopia in Kaslo!

Holiday Hours:
Dec 24  9-5
        25  closed
        31  9-5
 Jan. 1   closed

COMMUNITY

Deck the Walls
       11:30 to 4:30 Tues. to Sat. 
      Nov. 18 to Dec.22.

Joyeux Noël
203 - 5th Avenue Nakusp • 250-265-8888

Cards, original artwork, furniture & maple 
      syrup

West Kootenay 
WILD coffee table 
book released 
submitted by Otter Books

An exciting new coffee table 
book about the West Kootenays will 
be coming to a book store near you 
just in time for Christmas.  Titled West 
Kootenay WILD! this book features 
gorgeous photos taken by many of 
the best photographers from across 
the region.

The book is a collaborative effort 
of writer Marcelle Edwards, editor 
Letty Bartels, designer Catherine 
McIntosh, and 36 local photographers. 
Published by Otter Books Inc. in 
Nelson, West Kootenay WILD! will be 
available the week before Christmas 
and will make the perfect gift for 
everyone.  

The idea for this book arose from 
the West Kootenay Scenic Calendar, 
also produced by Otter Books Inc. 
With so many beautiful photographs 
submitted, it seemed an obvious next 
step to create a more lasting tribute 
to the Kootenays. The text presents 
an interesting mix of backcountry, 
nature, history and travel information, 
engagingly written and beautifully 
complimented by over 140 full colour 
photographs

The author, Marcelle Edwards has 
lived up close to the Drakensburg and 
Hottentot’s Holland ranges in Southern 
Africa, the Black Mountains of Wales, 
the Alps of Switzerland and the Andes 
of Bolivia. These earlier encounters 
with mountain geology prepared the 
ground for a swift growth of love and 
admiration of the West Kootenays, 
whose beauty has sheltered her and 
her family since 1997. She has found 
love of wild places to be contagious, 
incurable, and immensely supportive 
of creative inspiration. One symptom 
of the condition is that urban living 
becomes a near impossibility.

A book launch is planned for mid-
January, with details to be announced 
soon.
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Season’s 
Greetings from 
Dennis, Tammy 

& Staff

1007 Highway 23
Nakusp, BC

250-265-4577

Groceries
Produce • Deli

Fisherman’s Market
Kootenay Co-op Bakery

Eric’s Meats
Racetrac Gas

Season’s Greetings
from all of us at

KMC Kootrac
1056 Playmor Rd, Crescent Valley

Toll-free: 1-800-562-5303
email: kmckoot@telus.net

Merry Christmas 
and Happy New 

Year from Sappho’s 
Bakery

Leftover turkey 
tastes GREAT on 

our buns!

Open Thursday 10 
am to 6 pm, Friday 

and Saturday 10 to 8

250-358-2119

submitted by Coach Peter Mills
An 11-year-old boy from New 

Denver, Teo Elsmore, now lives in the 
Arabian Gulf with his parents, Vince and 

Local boy now plays ice hockey in the desert of the Arabian Gulf
Angie. With summertime temperature in 
excess of 50 oC (120 oF) and almost no 
rainfall, the city of Al Ain does not spring 
to mind as a great location for ice hockey. 

But when Teo and his family arrived here 
they found something unexpected.

Since 1998, the Al Ain Vipers 
Youth Hockey team has been playing 
ice hockey in the middle of the desert. 
The Vipers are members of the UAE 
Minor Ice Hockey Association and play 
in tournaments in Al Ain, Dubai and Abu 
Dhabi, as well as in tournaments abroad. 
“In fact, it is the extreme heat here that 
makes ice hockey such a great sport to 
play,” says Peter Mills, Vipers Treasurer 
and Coach. “Thanks to sponsorship from 
Mourany Orthodontic Center, Al Ain 
Mall and Hili Fun City we can enjoy the 
cool of the indoor Olympic size ice rink 
at Hili Fun City and the rink at Al Ain 
Mall all year round, when other sports 
have to call it a day because of the heat.”  

Teo plays with the Under 12 team 
along with boys and girls from 15 

nations. While many of his teammates 
are from countries not known for ice 
hockey, parents soon realize that the 
non-contact form of the sport has all the 
fun and excitement of major league ice 
hockey, but without the aggression so 
often associated with the sport.

“Teo is one of our key players on 

the Under 12 team and right there both 
in terms of skill and commitment,” says 
Coach Peter Mills. The adult Vipers team 
were the winners of the inaugural season 
(2009-10) of the Emirates Ice Hockey 
League, the national ice hockey league 
of the United Arab Emirates, so Teo has 
a goal to aim for.

Teo Elsmore is playing hockey for the Al Ain Vipers in the United Arab Emirates.



December 15, 2010   The Valley Voice  19

Wishing our friends, neighbours 
and customers an 
exhilarating holiday 
  season!

From all
of us at

CANADIAN POWER MACHINES
Providing Solutions....Making Repairs Easy!

Tel: 877 359 6990   Fax: 250 359 6980
1007 Playmor, South Slocan, BC V0G 2G0

COMMUNITY

submitted by Kootenay Slocan 
Lions Club

Watch out for SOBs on the 
road! The Kootenay Slocan Lions 
Club has recently received a grant 
through the Government of Canada’s 
New Horizons for Seniors Program 
to keep seniors (55+) active. The 
grant will provide funding for the 
formation of a local Seniors on Bikes 
and Skis (SOBs) group. 

The purpose of the SOBs group 
is to allow seniors to pursue some 
healthy outdoor activities enjoying 
the Slocan Valley in all seasons. It 
will allow novice skiers to try out an 
activity before deciding on whether 
they want to commit to purchasing 
their own.

The Lions have used the funds 
to purchase a variety of cross 
country ski packages and bicycles 
(including electric assist) and will 
be making them available to seniors 
in the Slocan Valley in the months 
ahead. Starting in January, the ski 
equipment will be available to 
seniors throughout the valley. 

For those needing a little bit of 
help getting started, Slocan Valley 
Recreation will be hosting a ski/
training day on Thursday, January 13 
beginning at 10 am, meeting at the 
Slocan Park Hall. Everyone will be 
going out and enjoying a ski along 
the Slocan Valley Rail Trail. After 
that, skis must be pre-booked for 
use. A limited number of skis are 
available, so please let us know if 
you want to use them.  

In the months ahead, the group 
will be providing several bicycles 
(including a four-wheel bike), some 
of which will have electric assist, 
to help seniors reach a little farther. 
These too, will have to be pre-
booked and it’s expected they will 
be popular.

The Kootenay Slocan Lions 
are working with the Slocan Valley 
Heritage Trail Society on this project, 
and the Slocan Valley Rail Trail is the 
primary location that all equipment 
will be used on.

To access equipment contact 
either project organizer Don Munro 

SOBs – Seniors on Bikes and Skis formed in Slocan Valley
at 250-226-7855 or Slocan Valley 
Recreation at 250-226-0008. 

Christopher Cullen showed up at Kaslo’s annual Light-Up ceremonies to ask Santa for World Peace.

Santa and Mrs. Claus were delighted that some elves could join them for Kaslo’s annual Light-Up ceremonies.
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Warm 
holiday 

wishes to all of our 
friends and customers!

Nice Clothes and Good Espresso
513 6th Avenue, New Denver

358-2733

Annual Xmas Sale!
November 26 - December 24

50% off clothing

Next Movies Playing...
Arrow Lakes Theatre

Dec 17, 18, 19, 20
Friday at 7 pm • Saturday at 2 
pm and 7 pm •Sunday at 2 pm 

and 7 pm • Monday at 7 pm

Dec 21, 22, 23
at 7 pm nightly

G PG

Coming in the New Year — Harry Potter • Theatre passes on 
sale until Dec 24 • Gift certificates available for theatre and the 

Hut Drive-In • Previously viewed DVDs • Come in and check 
out our new lobby, coffee and snack shop • Hours: 11-9 Sunday-

Thursday, 11-10 Friday and Saturday

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year
from all of us at the Arrow Lakes Theatre and the Hut Drive-In

Vallican Whole hosts 
NYE Masquerade Dance
submitted by Vallican Whole (RARTS)

The Vallican Whole Community 
Centre is hosting a New Year’s Eve 
Masquerade Dance featuring the 
music of JAAP Connection – a six-
person jam orchestra and alternative 
rock style band with folk and free-style 
jazz influences, plus local favourite 
klezmer band Heavy Shtetl. Ring in 
the New Years disguised as your alter 
ego and dance the night away. Doors 
and drinks at 8 pm – $10-$15 sliding 
scale.

Then on January 29, the Vallican 
Whole’s winter 100 Mile event will 
chase away those winter blahs with 
a celebration of community. This 
event features a 100 Mile potluck 
Locavores’ Feast, silent auction, 
music and storytelling. Come out and 
celebrate a great community with great 
local food and company. Email us at 
info@VallicanWhole.com if you’d 
like to volunteer at this event.

Situated on 11 beautiful forested 
acres in Vallican, the Vallican Whole 
has been a favourite venue of the 
whole community for nearly 40 years 
and has evolved into one of the most 
beautiful special event and community 
venues in the Kootenays – complete 
with a new eco-sculpture park in the 
forest. 

All the details, events and 
directions to the Vallican Whole can 
be found on the new website, www.
VallicanWhole.com or by emailing 
info@VallicanWhole.com.

by Art Joyce
As always, the state of the forest 

depends on who’s looking. Minister 
of Forests, Lands and Mines Pat 
Bell announced the release of the 
Province’s State of the Forests 2010 
report during a teleconference with 
media held December 9. Bell said 
that despite the continued downturn in 
US housing starts, BC timber exports 
to China and Japan have increased 
dramatically. Bell concentrated his 
discussion on the economics of 
forestry, although some mention of 

Forest minister releases State of the Forest report
environmental gains was made. 

The industry continues to be a 
major economic driver, with $7.6 
billion dollars of exports in 2009 
despite the poor economy. Although 
economists are predicting another 
bad year for the US housing market in 
2011, BC has pursued Asian markets to 
make up the shortfall. Forest products 
including pulp and paper exceeded 
40 percent of total BC exports to the 
Chinese and Japanese markets up to 
October this year, compared with 42.5 
percent to the US. As recently as 2005 
those numbers were 17/67 percent, 
respectively. 

Employment in forestry and 
logging is up 33 percent this year, 
a gain of about 5,000 jobs; with a 
decline in the paper sector of 11 
percent. However, many of these 
jobs are actually replacing those lost 
due to mill closures and other layoffs. 
Harvesting on BC’s west coast is up 
70 percent, and up 24.7 percent in the 
Interior. Bell expects BC to sell China 
4 billion board feet of lumber in 2011 
compared to about 2.5 billion this year.

“Every publicly reporting forest 
company in BC is in profitable 
situation,” enthused Bell.

The Valley Voice asked Bell 
how this level of harvesting can be 
considered sustainable given that 
community watersheds with poor 
quality timber within the Slocan Valley 
are being logged. Bell responded that 
the Province’s chief forester has set the 
total annual allowable cut at 70 million 
cubic meters; in 2009, 43 million cubic 
meters were logged and in 2010 the 
figure was 50 million. The AAC for 
the Kootenay Lake timber supply area 
including Kaslo, Nelson and Creston 
was reduced by six percent this year 

due largely to community forest 
licenses. Bell claimed that Greenpeace 
and Valerie Langer of Forest Ethics 
have recently praised the Province’s 
high standards. 

“We have incredibly high 
standards in watershed logging,” 
said Bell. “Ongoing reviews by the 
Forest Stewardship Council and the 
Forest Practices Board confirm that 
we’re meeting a high standard of 
stewardship.”

Not everyone agrees with Minister 
Bell, and not just in the Slocan Valley. 
A newly released report by the BC 
chapter of the Canadian Centre for 
Policy Alternatives and the Sierra Club 
points out that Ministry of Forests 
staff has been slashed by over 1,000 
in recent years. The report’s author, 
Ben Parfitt, notes that, “BC’s Forest 
Service staff is one tenth that of the 
US, yet the area of land to be covered 
per employee is 7.4 times higher, 
or 20,000 hectares. The disparity is 
even worse in northeast BC: 232,000 
hectares per employee…” 

Bell claimed that Parfitt’s math 
was off and that these figures were 
exaggerated. He added that there 
were over 16,000 compliance 
and enforcement visits to logging 
operations in BC last year. Parfitt 
counters that field investigations 
by forestry personnel have actually 
declined by more than 14,450 visits 
annually and are expected to fall 
further.

“The workload that we have 
saddled the service’s remaining men 
and women with is past the point of 
absurdity,” Parfitt writes. “The deep 
job cuts – combined with October’s 

cabinet reorganization that cleaved 
what was left of the old Forest Service 
in two – are completely contrary to the 
public interest.”

By using wood residue instead 
of fossil fuels BC mills have been 
able to reduce carbon emissions by 
45 percent of 1990 levels, Bell said. 
However, silviculture activity has 
declined in recent years, with obvious 
implications for climate change. A 
2009 report by the BC First Nations 
Forestry Council stated that harvesting 
levels have exceeded reforestation, 
due to a ‘sustained yield’ model which 
has failed to invest in the silvicultural 
capacity of the forest to sustain itself. 
When asked by the Valley Voice if 
the Province was planning a review 
of the Forest and Range Practices 
Code anytime soon, Bell said no. The 
only policy change contemplated is 
the current Water Act Modernization 
review.

“I’m not going to make any 
apology for aggressively promoting 
the logging industry,” concluded Bell. 
“This is an exciting time for us.”

Bell seemed unacquainted with 
the current legal case of the Sinixt 
with regard to the timber licence at 
Perry Ridge. He said if the Sinixt has 
status issues they will have to take 
that up with the federal government. 
Meanwhile the BC Supreme Court has 
issued an order that no road building 
or logging can happen on Perry Ridge 
until the case has been heard. 

The State of British Columbia’s 
Forests report is available online at 
www.for.gov.bc.ca/hfp/sof/ The CCPA 
report, Axed: A Decade of Cuts to BC’s 
Forest Service, is available at www.
policyalternatives.ca/axed. 
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Closed Dec 24 - Jan 3

COMMUNITY

The Nakusp Hospice Memorial Tree 2010
The Nakusp Hospice Memorial Tree 2010 is now up at 
Hub International\Barton Insurance on Broadway in 
Nakusp from 9-5 Mon-Fri. and 9-1 on Sat. until Dec. 31.  
This is an opportunity to honour loved ones during 
the Christmas Season.  Come in and inscribe your 
loved one’s name on a Christmas ball for our tree.  
Any donations will be gratefully accepted, and 
Income Tax receipts will be provided so we can carry 
out this important work of providing care for the dying.

Happy Holidays 
from the staff 

Open: Friday, Dec. 24 • 9 am - 5 pm
Closed: Dec. 25 - 26

Open: Dec. 27 • 10 am - 4 pm
Dec. 28 - 31 • 9 am - 5:30 pm
Closed: January 1 & 2, 2011

416 Broadway • Nakusp, BC • 265-3644

by Jan McMurray
The importance of planning for 

development was the main thrust of 
the fourth Economic Summit session 
in Nakusp December 2 on land 
development and construction.

“We are one of the least developed 
areas in southern BC and that’s good 
in some ways because we have the 
opportunity to do it right. Let’s get it 
right,” said Economic Summit facilitator 
Bob Toews.

John Guenther, Director of Planning 
for the City of Revelstoke, and Ron 
Oszust, Regional District of Columbia 
Shuswap Director for the rural Golden 
area, were the guest speakers. 

Guenther spoke about planning in 
general, and about Revelstoke’s Official 
Community Planning process in the 
wake of the development of the new 
ski hill (Revelstoke Mountain Resort). 
He emphasized the need for public 
involvement in the planning process. 
“Good planning doesn’t come from 
the outside – it comes from the inside,” 
he said. “You have to have public 
involvement and you have to put the 
community first.”

Oszust spoke of his community’s 
decision to sell its volunteer-run ski hill 
to make way for the development of 
Kicking Horse Mountain Resort, and the 
creation of a community adjustment plan 
to help the community transition into a 
resort area. After volunteers had operated 
the hill for 14 years, they realized it 
would be very expensive “to go the next 
step” and that perhaps they should sell. 
“The community realized it had to pull 
together and it did,” said Oszust. After a 
very difficult public process, 93.7% of 
people were in support of selling. Oszust 
said they sold the hill at a very reasonable 
price because of the substantial capital 
investment required.

Land development and construction discussed in fourth Economic Summit session
The community of rural Golden 

then created an adjustment plan. They 
spoke with realtors, emergency service 
providers, health service providers, 
municipal council members, people 
in economic development, and people 
from communities that had already 
seen a lot of development, such as 
Invermere and Canmore. They spoke 
about business, affordable housing, 
environmental stewardship, etc. “The 
underlying driving force was the fear 
of development, of the unknown, of 
change, of losing control of our destiny, 
of people coming in and changing our 
town,” said Oszust. But now, 11 years 
later, the converted assessment for the 
community has shot up to just under 
$89 million from $31 million in 1999. 
Oszust said he believes there has been 
a benefit from this phenomenal growth 
– there are more young families, more 
young people, more volunteers, more 
opportunities. Taxes will not go up next 
year because of the significant increase 
in new tax dollars. And the community 
flavour has not changed much. “The 
folks who came share the same values as 
those who came 80 years ago,” he said.

After hearing about the Revelstoke 
and rural Golden experiences, meeting 
attendees were invited to join the 
discussion with panelists Guenther, 
Oszust, Dennis Bruneau, Crossley 
Coates and Hugh Watt.

Watt is on the community committee 
that is looking for land and planning for 
another industrial park in the Nakusp 
area.

Bruneau owns a construction 
business in Calgary, and has a vision 
of developing the properties in the Hot 
Springs Road area from Crossley Coates’ 
property to the existing industrial park by 
the Esso station. He envisions a mixed 
development, with housing, shops, a 

world-class golf course, and a resort 
hotel on the waterfront. Coates explained 
that the properties in question add up to a 
large area, and it would be advantageous 
if the 11 landowners and the community 
would plan it out together. “If we all do 
our own thing, we’ll have a fragmented 
subdivision,” he said.

Guenther advised taking a phased 
approach to a big development such as 
this. Bruneau agreed, but stressed the 
importance of a “big picture” plan to 
guide the phases. As the properties are 
in the Regional District, the “interface” 
between Area K and the Village was 
brought up. Guenther said that Regional 
Growth Strategies were required by May 
2011, so the Regional Districts would 
be bringing these to the municipalities.

Transportation and access to the 
area was brought forward again at 
this meeting, as it has been at every 
Economic Summit session so far. Many 
believe that a causeway at Galena Bay is 
essential to the development of Nakusp.

Several residents pointed out that 
both Revelstoke and Golden had “a 
catalyst” that prompted their growth – 
a ski hill in both cases – and Nakusp 
is lacking such a catalyst. Others said 
Nakusp’s catalyst is the quality of life, the 
beauty, and the wide open spaces in the 
area. Village Administrator Bob Lafleur 
said investors from France and Germany 
came to Nakusp and suggested that they 
could sell the area with photos only.

Councillor Ulli Mueller said that 
a challenge for Nakusp was that the 
Village does not a have a planner on 
staff and cannot afford to hire one. 
Oszust suggested sharing a planner with 
surrounding communities or taking on 
students for planning projects. Guenther 
spoke of an idea in Revelstoke to 
open a “design centre storefront,” 
where anyone with an idea could go 

to start putting plans together. He said 
Revelstoke was interested in taking this 
to other communities such as Nakusp 
and Golden.

Mayor Hamling wanted to let 
everyone know that Nakusp has an 
OCP, with a vision statement, and a 
zoning bylaw. She said that council has 
been working very hard on upgrading the 
water and sewer systems to accommodate 
development. She added that she liked 
the idea of “another type of planning,” 
such as an OCP implementation plan 
or master development planning as 
mentioned by Guenther.

Community members were asked 
what they were afraid of and what 
they were excited about when it came 
to development. The list of fears 
included: loss of agricultural land, 
no development happening, absentee 
ownership, developers setting up here 
but exporting the money, disrespect of 
the OCP, failing in the planning process, 
unimproved transportation and access, 
losing the youth.

The exci t ing things about 
development included: young people 
staying in town, the community pulling 
together, more local job opportunities.

submitted by Jerry Botti
Burton will host its second annual 

Community Christmas Party at the 
Burton Fire Hall December 18, starting 
with a BBQ that opens at 2:30 pm. 
A Christmas parade will set off from 
Frontage Road at 3 pm, making its way 

Burton Community Christmas party and parade planned
through the community and ending up 
back at the fire hall. 

Following the parade, children will 
have a chance to meet Santa beginning 
at 4 pm. Hot and cold drinks, burgers, 
baked goods, raffle tickets and 50/50 
tickets will all be on sale. The evening’s 

entertainment will include local 
musicians, fire pits, a bar and dancing. 
This event was very successful and 
highly entertaining last year, so make 
sure you don’t miss it!

If you plan to attend, please bring a 
donation for the food bank. This event 
is sponsored by the Burton Fire Group 
with all monetary proceeds going to 
support the fire group through 2011. 
Charitable donations can also be made 
to the Burton Fire Group through the 
Burton Community Hall Board. 

For more information contact Jerry 
at (250) 265-2112.

Area K Director Paul Peterson gave the NSS 2011 grad executive a cheque for $3,000. L to R: 
Lana Reimer, Connor Gustafon, Paul Peterson, Devon Leitch and Alisa Carter.
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Slocan Village Market

Groceries, Fresh Produce, Organic 
Foods, In-Store Deli & Bakery, Fresh Daily 

Meat, Agency Liquor, Lotto
Open 7 days/week, 9 am - 8 pm

Xmas Hours: Dec. 24 – 9 am - 6 pm
Dec. 25 - 26 – closed

Open Jan. 1 – Noon - 6 pm
Slocan, BC • ph: 355-2211 • fax: 355-2216

Wishing you and your 
family a warm and 

festive holiday season!
Anderson Insurance

Holiday Hours:
Christmas Eve – closed at 2 pm

CLOSED December 25-28
New Year’s Eve – closed at 3 pm

New Year’s Day – closed
Regular hours resume

January 4

COMMUNITY

submitted by the Whole School
My nine-year-old son came home 

from the Whole School the other 
day with his report card. Caleb has 
attended two different public schools 
during the past four years and is always 
very interested to see the letter grades 
on his report card, each representing 
his perceived competence in each 
classroom subject.

“Where are the letters mom?” he 
asked me when we sat down to look 
at the report card. Instead of the usual 
letter grades, the report card was a two-
page, thoughtfully written document 
organized in four sections, each section 
highlighting Caleb’s progress in the 
four core values central to the Whole 
School’s newly adopted model of 
learning.

The Circle of Courage is a model 
of youth empowerment supported by 
contemporary research, the heritage 
of early youth work pioneers and 
Native philosophies of child care. It 
was adapted to western educational 

Whole School embraces the Circle of Courage
philosophy in 1990 by Dr. Larry 
Brendtro, Dr. Martin Brokenleg, and 
Dr. Steve Van Bockern of Augustana 
College faculty, Sioux Falls, South 
Dakota. The Circle of Courage model 
is represented by a circle - the medicine 
wheel, sacred and central to First 
Nations traditions of child rearing. The 
central theme of this model is that a 
set of shared values must exist in any 
community to create environments that 
ultimately benefit all. 

The Slocan Valley has long had a 
reputation of having a forward thinking 
community working for positive social 
change. The Circle of Courage model 
implemented in the school’s curriculum 
echoes the values of this small, vibrant 
community. When I read Caleb’s report 
card, I learned a lot not only about the 
Whole School and its focus on child-
centered education but it also gave me 
a context for the implementation of 
the values important to our family and 
the families around us. The four core 
values of the Circle of Courage model 

are described like this by its founders:
Belonging: Lakota anthropologist 

Ella Deloria described the core value 
of belonging in these simple words: 
“Be related, somehow, to everyone you 
know.” Treating others as kin forges 
powerful social bonds that draw all into 
relationships of respect.

Mastery: Competence in traditional 
cultures is ensured by guaranteed 
opportunity for mastery. Children were 
taught to carefully observe and listen to 
those with more experience. A person 
with greater ability was seen as a model 
for learning, not as a rival. With success 
in surmounting challenges, the desire to 
achieve is strengthened.

Independence: In contrast to 
obedience models of discipline, Native 
teaching was designed to build respect 
and teach inner discipline. Adults 
modelled, nurtured, taught values, and 
gave feedback, but children were given 
abundant opportunities to make choices 
without coercion.

Generosity: In the words of a 
Lakota Elder, “You should be able 
to give away your most cherished 
possession without your heart beating 
faster.” In helping others, youth create 
their own proof of worthiness – they 
make a positive contribution to another 
human life.

The Whole School has been in 
existence since 1973 and has been a 

strong presence in the Slocan Valley 
community. The Slocan Valley is rich 
with opportunities for the exploration 
of nature, community and arts-based 
learning and is the ideal environment 
for the Whole School and its students 
to thrive. Since its inception, the Whole 
School has already embraced many 
of the ideas inherent in the Circle 
of Courage model. With its multi-
aged, non-competitive environment, 
experiential education style and parent 
involvement it has always held strongly 
to the attachment model of education.

“Now, with the Circle of Courage 
model, we have a clear and focused 
context in which to implement these 
theories and it has really brought balance 
to how we put these ideas into practice,” 
says principal Pierre Kaufmann.

The Whole School’s belief is that 
optimum learning occurs by honouring 
each child’s social and emotional 
needs, inherent curiosity, imagination 
and enthusiasm. By helping children 
to recognize their own potential, the 
curriculum helps in fostering leadership, 
confidence, self-esteem, and a life-
long love of learning. The Circle of 
Courage model has helped the school 
to find concrete ways to implement this 
mandate.

Meanwhile, the students of the 
Whole School are putting the core 
values of the Circle of Courage Model 

into action. The children were recently 
asked to come up with ideas of ways 
they could collectively show generosity 
in their community. They decided they 
would like to hold a hot chocolate stand 
fundraiser to raise money for the Nelson 
soup kitchen as well as to donate to the 
Slocan food bank at their annual Winter 
Performance.

In the classroom they are learning 
the vocabulary associated with each 
value and learning to recognize the traits 
of belonging, mastery, independence, 
and generosity in themselves and each 
other. They are finding examples of 
these traits in literature and discussing 
the huge variety of forms they can take. 
At school the students are asked to set 
their own mastery levels for different 
skills. By setting their own goals, 
students are empowered to embrace 
their individuality and when they see 
the variety of goals set by the other 
children, they recognize the importance 
of diversity in their community. By 
recognizing their individual skills it also 
becomes easier for them to foster a sense 
of belonging with each other and in their 
environment. 

Our family has only been here for 
just over a year and for us the Whole 
School has opened the door to this 
community and helped us to live more 
in line with the values we see as integral 
to society’s health and healing.

by Jan McMurray
Area H Director Walter Popoff 

provided us with a list of highlights for 
Area H (Slocan Valley) in 2010.

The completion of the South Slocan 
water system upgrade and the successful 
library referendum that established a 
library service for south Slocan Valley 
residents were on the top of the list.

Popoff also mentioned ongoing 
efforts to pursue tenure for the railway 
corridor between Rosebery and Summit 
Lake, and to pursue funding for a 
Heritage Conservation Plan for Sandon 
as well as for a Sandon signage project.

Area H – 2010 a year in review
From the RDCK Community 

Development Fund, Popoff provided 
the Hills Recreation Society with 
funding to go towards the completion 
of the community’s fire hall. In the 
southern valley, he has been working 
with the developer of a subdivision 
for a donation of land for parkland, as 
required under the Local Government 
Act.

Popoff sits on the Slocan Valley 
Economic Development Commission, 
which is sponsoring a process to 
establish a Slocan Valley Community 
Foundation. We will be hearing more 

about this initiative in 2011.
Popoff has been working hard to 

advance his skills and knowledge as 
a local government elected official. At 
the December 9 RDCK board meeting, 
it was announced that he has been 
awarded Level 1 Certificate in Local 
Government Leadership in recognition 
of his efforts. The certificate will be 
presented to him in February at a 
Leadership Forum in Richmond. Popoff 
says he aims to obtain Level 2 in 2011. 
Most elected officials receive Level 2 
in their second term; Popoff is still in 
his first term.

submitted by CBAL
The Columbia Basin Alliance for 

Literacy (CBAL) and the Community 
Literacy Advisory Committee are 
pleased to announce that the first annual 
Slocan Valley Community Literacy 
Award has been given to the Slocan 
Community Library.

The library opened in September 
of 2009 and is entirely organized and 
staffed by 15 volunteers. Beginning 
with a large bequest of books from the 
personal collection of Fred Fraser in 
2006, the collection has expanded to 
approximately 8,000 books, movies, 
talking books and magazines. Nearly 
all of these have been acquired from 
donations and some have been acquired 
through a grant from the Columbia Basin 
Trust. There are outstanding non-fiction 
collections especially in gardening, 
cooking, rural living and mysticism. 
There’s a large number of children’s 
books and young adult novels as well as 
a great, current collection of adult fiction 
and mystery novels. 

The library is operated as a 
committee on the Village of Slocan 
council and the council also supplies 

Community Literacy Award given to Slocan Library
the space, utilities and internet. Each 
month sees approximately 500 items in 
circulation. Membership has grown in 
one year to 300 people from Slocan and 
the surrounding area. The volunteers also 
offer an outreach service to home-bound 
people within the village and a storytime 
for toddlers every Wednesday from 
10:15-11:30. People who enjoy Scrabble 
can join Alan every Tuesday at 1 pm for 
some friendly competition. Free wireless 
internet is available. The library has 

become a social hub where many people 
from Slocan and the surrounding area 
bump into each other and recommend 
favourite books and movies. The spirit 
of community, culture and learning that 
has grown since its beginnings in late 
2008 and its opening in September of 
last year is truly remarkable. The library 
embodies the goals of all community 
literacy programs; we applaud all of the 
volunteers, the village of Slocan and the 
Village council for your success.  

The Columbia Basin Alliance for Literacy (CBAL) has awarded the Slocan Library the first annual 
Slocan Valley Community Literacy Award. Back row, L to R: Chris Nichol (CBAL), Stu MacCuaig, 
Alan Brown, Jean Patterson, Michelle Morelli. Front row, L to R: Joyce Johnson, Lynnda Moore, 
Patricia McGreal, Liz Newman. Missing: Connie and Dale Myers, Margaret Markovic, Theresa 

Thickett, Ken Del Puppo, Minette Winje, Barb Jacobs, Peggy Ingram, Yuval Hager, Sandy Smith.
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We’d like to wish everyone a happy 
holiday season and remind you 

that we are open every day.

Amazing Dinner Specials 
throughout Christmas week!

“Welcome 2011” 
New Year’s Eve Gala    
December 31, 2010    
Reserve early. One or two night 
packages...for the ‘over 19 crowd’ 

New swimsuits are here! 
Shop for Christmas in our 

Gift/Retail Store

Join us on New Year’s Day 
for a fabulous Brunch Buffet 
from 10 am – 2 pm featuring:

Eggs Benedict, Omelette Station and more breakfast 
faves along with Alaskan King Crab Legs, Southern 

Baby Back Ribs, Honey Glazed Ham, Tandoori 
Chicken and much more. Sumptuous desserts 

including Tiramisu...

(Reservations recommended)
1-800-668-1171

LIVING

1127 4th St. Castlegar, BC  1-888-365-4888 • 365-2345

For Clients Who Appreciate...
Serious Planning... Serious Advice...

Serious Results...
Collin Ludwar - B.Comm, CFP  
Debbie Pereversoff - CFP, CSA 

Tim Affolter - CFP, FDS, CLU, ChFC
Financial Planners with 

Assante Financial Management Ltd.
www.affolterfinancial.com

Recession 
proofing your 
group benefits

As an employer, you are well 
aware that the cost of an employee 
is much more than the salary you 
pay them. As an employer, you are 
responsible for a portion of their 
CPP contribution, EI contributions 
and WCB costs. In addition, to 
remain competitive in attracting 
and maintaining the best workforce 
possible, you may have a benefits 
package that includes health and 
dental benefits, pension or investment 
plans, enhanced time-off packages, 
etc.

Whether or not your particular 
business has seen a slowdown in 
recent times, it’s safe to say that most 
business owners are concerned with 
what lies ahead for the future. The 
biggest issues that face employers 
are the two ‘future unknowns.’ First, 
what will the company revenues 
be and second, what will be the 
company expenses?

Part of the services that I offer 
my business owner clients is to assist 
them in recession proofing their 
overall employee benefit package. 
What is recession proofing? It is 
ensuring that during slower economic 
times, the benefit costs stay contained 
and that most of the costs paid 
towards the benefits are actually 
directed to the employees and not a 
middle man.

There are four steps I take with 
an employer to ensure that recession 
proofing is in effect. First, we look 
at the design of the benefits plan. 
Everything depends on a well 
designed plan. It makes no sense 
offering benefits that no one uses and/

or no one values. Quite often business 
owners are simply too busy and 
most often they will go with a more 
traditional design without looking at 
the unique factors involved in their 
own business.

Second, you want to utilize 
products that minimize cost. Every 
group health and dental plan carrier 
charges different administration 
costs and it is in your best interest 
to ensure that the companies you are 
using are competitive. Every group 
investment plan also has a different 
administration fee structure for the 
employer and the employees. Even 
small differences in the pricing 
structure can add thousands of dollars 
to the cost of the benefits package. 

Third, you need to know that you 
can contain costs without having to 
reduce coverage. Nothing makes 
an employee more dissatisfied 
than having their benefits reduced. 
Therefore, you need to be assured 
that the cost of your plan won’t 
increase drastically each year, forcing 
you to scale back benefits.

Fourth, you need to have a 
benefits plan that does not become 
negatively affected by high employee 
turnover but still continues to properly 
reward long-term employees. 
Employee turnover is something to 
be expected for a business owner 
but an improperly designed benefits 
plan could negatively affect your 
bottom line. This is especially true if 
you need to lay off employees during 
poor economic times or if you are 
losing employees to other industries 

during good economic times.
This brings me to an important 

point. Having a well thought out, 
recession proof benefits package is 
not only a good thing during poor 
economic times – it’s also a good 
thing when your business is running 
at full steam. There is no excuse for 
a poorly designed benefits package. 
The product solutions are becoming 
more innovative and more widely 
available every day. If you spend 
some time discussing your options 
and solutions, you may find that the 
cost savings are compelling enough 
to positively affect the company’s 
bottom line. As a business owner, 
your benefits plan will require less 
of your attention, which will allow 
you to focus more on business 
productivity. The benefits plan will 
also be well positioned for business 
expansion.

If you haven’t reviewed your 
business benefits plan in a while, 
perhaps it’s time to sit down with a 
business specialist for an evaluation 
to see what options are available. 
Cost savings and profitability are 
important every day of the year. Take 
the time to evaluate your benefits 
package so you can save the company 
money, make the employees happy 
and better respond to an unknown 
economic future.

Collin Ludwar B. Comm CFP is 
a Certified Financial Planner with 
his company The Affolter Financial 
Group Inc. and Assante Financial 
Management (Mutual Fund Dealer) 
in Castlegar, BC.

with 
Andy 

Rhodes

Quick 
Christmas 
round-up

Hello everyone, and MERRY 
CHRISTMAS! Someone said to me 
the other day: “Christmas comes this 
time each year.” NO KIDDING!!

Maybe that’s why I recall 
Christmas being right around this 
time of year the last time, and HEY, 
the time before that too! That means I 
can start planning for next Christmas 
right now, cuz I know when it will be.

Christmas is like that. Miraculous. 
Every year a great big fat man comes 
down the chimney and gives presents 
to everybody...right around this time 
of year. Year after year. Sounds good 
to me.

I actually met Rudolph (the 
red-nosed reindeer) yesterday in 
the woods along Highway 6. He 
was staggering around wearing 
camouflage and looking desperately 
for coffee. Specifically, he was 
looking for a good Americano. I 
aimed him towards Nuru, where you 
can find all kinds of great coffee. 
I’ve found most americanos around 
here a little bitter. At Nuru they are 
flavourful yet mellow. The food is 
excellent too. Thank you Tamara 
and Curtis, and good luck Rudolf. By 
the way, I heard a rumor simmering 
about meatballs coming to Nuru. 
Could this be Trueru? 

Across  the  h ighway and 
around the corner I saw Blitzen 
(another reindeer) looking for soup. 
Specifically, garlic vegetable soup. 
I pushed him towards Ann’s Health 
Food where they stock various 
yummy soups from Soup Du Jar. I 
hear Kayte Rock’s Soup Du Jar is 
going great guns. Excellent!

My pal Karen is busy at Sapho’s 
Bakery putting together all kinds of 
Christmas cakes and a whole lot of 
rum balls!!!!! Try ’em! 

Restaurants and food stores are 

springing up all over New Denver. 
By next summer I wonder how many 
food stores will be competing for 
our dollars.

 I sure am looking forward to 
Rory’s eatery opening up on 6th 
Avenue (also known as Main Street) 
in New Denver.

In Silverton, the hotel is closed 
again. Why oh why oh why?

Fortunately for everyone, Julie 
and Matthew’s Cup and Saucer in 
Silverton has turned into a centre for 
good food, music, conversation and 
maybe radio, too. They also organize 
special dinners on weekend nights. I 
attended one cheffed by Christopher 
Love, and it was fantastic. Find out 
about these dinners!! There’s quite 
a team of people working alongside 
Julie and Matthew. Leah Main turns 
out a mean chicken stew. I had two 
bowls! The Cup, as it is called, is a 
fine place to spend time and to enjoy 
a meal. They’ll even let you play the 
piano. Gotta love it.

Down the valley, Frog Peak Café 
seems always to be buzzing. A local 
New Denverite told me she’d had 
a slice of pizza at Frog Peak. She 
said this: “It was the best slice of 

pizza I’ve ever had.” They also have 
fantastic breakfasts. It’s one of my 
very fave places.

In Nakusp, Hoss and Jill at Cut 
Rite Meats are recovering from 
losing their smokehouse to fire. Their 
new smokehouse is almost done, 
and their display cases will soon be 
overflowing with fine food.

They sell all kinds of mouth-
watering treats. I purchased some 
‘truffle butter’ from them a while 
back, and it can turn a plate of 
spaghetti into a gourmet meal. Hoss 
also makes all kinds of sausages. His 
beef sausages are my favourite.

Down the  va l l ey  aga in . 
Legendary Meats, ah yes, Legendary 
Meats will be selling ham and 
bacon through December. Now, pay 
attention! They also sell home-grown 
Christmas trees. I’ve seen them 
growing right out of the ground along 
their driveway. Here’s to you, Dave 
and Caroline.

In Winlaw, Antonia and Michael 
Ferrier at Kootenay Spoons continue 
to turn out and market lovely kitchen 
utensils made from birch. You’ve 
probably seen their ‘bear claw’ salad 
servers. I have a pair myself! They 
also make spoons, spatulas and lots of 
other stuff. Their pieces are functional 
and beautiful. They look great in your 
kitchen and make excellent gifts.

Thanks for tuning in, folks. Merry 
Christmas! Apparently it comes this 
time each year. I’ve got to go eat now. 
Happy New Year. 

Advertise in the newspaper that 
everybody reads - the Valley Voice

Your locally owned, independent 
community newspaper

Call 250-358-7218 for details
Email: valleyvoice@netidea.com
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BUYERS OF CEDAR 
& PINE POLES

Mike Casey  cell   344-8477
Offering planning, management 
and sales for Woodlot Licences 

and Private Land Owners.

P.O. Box 4, 
Brisco, B.C. V0A 1B0

Phone (250) 346-3315
Fax (250) 346-3218

TOLL FREE 1-866-346-3315

WOOD PRESERVERS LTD.

COMMUNITY

Village of Kaslo
Christmas Schedule

2010
Regular Council meeting Dec 28 is cancelled.

Village Office is closed between Dec 25 and Jan 4, 2011

Building Inspection services cancelled Dec 21 and Dec 28

Public Works 250-343-7568 as usual 7 am-3:30 pm weekdays

Garbage collection as usual

RDCK Transfer Station closing early at 2pm on Dec 24 and 
closed completely Dec 26

Garbage tags may be purchased at Barren’s Sport Shop 
9 am to 7 pm every day (except Sundays).  Closing early on  

Dec 24 at 4 pm and closed Dec 25 – Dec 27 & Jan 1.  Business 
resumes as usual Jan 3.

WISHING EVERYONE A SAFE AND HAPPY 
HOLIDAY SEASON

FROM KASLO MAYOR, 
COUNCIL AND 

STAFF

Ho ho ho.  
All the best 
in 2011!

from 
Andy Shadrack 

and Gail Bauman

Boards By George Lumber 
will be taking a break 

from
Dec. 17 - Jan. 2, 2011

Happy Holidays! 
1-888-244-3977

        Meadow Creek

Season’s Greetings

Eric’s Meat Market 
& Deli

Fresh
Turkeys and
Hams

Party Trays

Kaslo, BC
250-353-2436

by Art Joyce
Ownership is not the same as 

s tewardship,  observes Woody 
Wodraska in his new book, Deep 
Gardening: Soul Lessons from 17 
Gardens, Biodynamic Memories. “The 
maxim is that the farmer’s footsteps 
are the best fertilizer,” he writes, “that 
knowing attention and observation of 

New gardening book combines memoir, field experience
what’s needed are the prerequisites for 
stewardship.” Wodraska gleans insights 
for the reader from his personal journey 
over 45 years as a biodynamic gardener.

Wodraska trained as a psychologist 
but his roots growing up on a Kentucky 
farm drew him slowly but surely 
back to the land, along with much of 
his generation coming of age in the 
’60s. As he moved with his family 
from place to place across the US 
and eventually to BC, he applied 
himself to acquiring more and more 
knowledge about gardening and 
farming. Wodraska has lived and 
gardened in Kentucky, Nevada, West 
Virginia, Oregon, Florida, upstate 
New York, Pennsylvania, Minnesota, 
Illinois New Hampshire, Montana, 
Arizona, Idaho, and finally Aurora 
Farm in Creston where he met his 
partner Barbara Scott. He and Scott 
very recently lived in Kaslo.

The principles of biodynamics were 
introduced to Wodraska at Claymont 
School in Charles Town, West Virginia, 
where they were also teaching the 

composting recipes of Rudolf Steiner. 
Claymont had been established by JG 
Bennett, who espoused the spiritual 
ideas of the Greek-Armenian mystic 
Gurdjieff. Bennett’s concept was to 
establish a ‘school of wisdom’ that 
taught students to become aware of 
their spiritual connection with the earth 
alongside more practical gardening 
skills. Wodraska thus addresses the 
spiritual malaise at the heart of modern 
civilization’s estrangement from nature. 
“However damaged or deranged we are 
by civilization, our role is to transform 
lower energies into higher ones,” he 
writes. 

But Wodraska doesn’t write as a 
guru; rather, his writing style is of an 
engaging memoir, the recollections of 
a student who wasn’t always entirely 
willing. Starting off on a tobacco farm 
in Kentucky in 1965 as a young man, 
he had the typical youthful disregard 
for his elders. Wodraska is quite frank 
about his failings and his gradual 
acquisition of insight and new skills is 
something we can all relate to. Having 

his first child, for example, suddenly 
brought home to him the need to get 
serious about gardening as a means 
of feeding his family wholesome, 
affordable food. Yet working with the 
land continued to dovetail with his 
work as a counsellor. He found more 
therapeutic value taking a troubled 
young teen out to tend beehives than in 
sitting in his therapist’s office. 

Wodraska follows the basic 
biodynamic principle of healthy 
soil, healthy garden. He notes that, 
“there is no garden problem that isn’t 
solved with compost,” and the time-
honoured remedy: manure. He writes 
of developing an aversion early to 
pesticides and fertilizers, stating that he 
would rather “lose a crop than resort to 
these practices.” 

Inevitably as he ages, he begins 
to find the heavy work harder on his 
body. Wodraska was also concerned 
that the seed business was becoming 
increasingly dominated by corporations 
pushing family-owned seed companies 
out of business. It’s about this 

time, in the late ’90s, that he meets 
Barbara Scott, founder of Aurora 
Farm in Creston. Aurora produces 
biodynamically produced seeds 
based on a Community Supported 
Agriculture (CSA) model. It’s there 
he also learns about raising cows as 
another component of biodynamic 
farming. His observations on working 
with cows on a small scale are both 
amusing and instructive.

Far from another dry ‘how-to’ 
book, Deep Gardening is the profile 
of a life journey and its inevitable 
lessons along the way. At the same 
time as Wodraska was learning about 
biodynamic gardening skills he was 
gaining valuable insight about human 
nature and what it takes to work 
cooperatively on a farm. 

“The best investment we can 
possibly make toward a sustainable 
productive life is in the fertility of our 
land,” he concludes. 

The book can be obtained through 
www.trafford.com or orders@trafford.
com. 

submitted by Art Joyce
The North Slocan Valley is rich in 

far more than logs and minerals; it also 
fosters a wealth of creative talent. Artists, 
musicians, writers, and craftspeople 
abound. Some locals believe it’s time 
to showcase this talent on radio. A 
meeting for those interested in producing 
a regular show will be held Thursday, 

Interest sought for radio program on North Slocan Valley culture
January 6 at the Cup and Saucer Café. 
Show up at 6 pm for a bowl of deep 
warming chilli. The regularly scheduled 
jam night will follow.

Valley Voice Arts and Culture editor 
Art Joyce and Cup and Saucer jam night 
host Matthew Fry are seeking to produce 
a monthly radio program showcasing 
local talent from the area. The program, 

tentatively titled Mercury Theatre 2.0: 
A North Slocan Valley Showcase, would 
feature radio plays, spoken word, poetry, 
music, and recorded excerpts from live 
events. Anyone with acting experience 
who would like to produce a radio play 
or comedy skit, writers wanting to read 
from their works, or musicians who can 
perform to a professional standard will 
all be welcome. Fry says he would like 
to broadcast highlights from some of the 
more stellar jam nights he has hosted 
and recorded at the Cup and Saucer. 
With enough individuals willing to 
commit to producing a short segment 
for each program, the workload can be 
evenly spread out. More importantly, 
it’s a chance to have an outlet for fun 
and creativity.

Kootenay Co-op Radio station 
manager Jay Hannley has said that 
the station is always open to new 
programming. After the initial 
brainstorming meeting January 6, a 
follow-up meeting will be held to begin 
preparation of a proposal application to 
KCR, due January 31. Arrangements 
can be made for access to recording 
equipment. This could be our opportunity 
to show the West Kootenay the richness 
and diversity of North Slocan Valley 
culture. For more information contact 
Art Joyce 250-358-2666 or Matthew Fry 
at 250-358-2317.

Winlaw will host its second Ice Sculpting Event at Sleep is for Sissies. Last year, four sculptures were built by six local artists using ice from a local 
pond. Organizers are looking forward to more sculptures this year and invite people to come and watch the artists at work. The event will be held on 
December 28, unless it is warmer than 0°C. If it is too warm the event will be postponed and organizers will keep people informed through Sissies. 
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Please call for 
holiday hours

For all your insurance 
needs

265-3631 • 1-800-665-6010

202 Broadway St. W. • Nakusp

Barton 
Insurance Brokers

Holiday Hours:
Office Closed December 23 – January 3

Office Reopens 11:00 am, January 4

From Kim, Denise, Logan, 
Mark, Paul & Norm. 
Closed Dec 24-28

From the staff 
of Royal LePage 

Selkirk Realty 
in Nakusp

submitted by SVEDC
Community work is the lifeblood 

of our region; in many cases it is how 
we get things done and it keeps us 
alive and well. Getting involved in 
our communities plays a large role in 
how we define the kind of life we want 
to live. In the Slocan Valley, we have 
many of these organizations, working 
quietly away for the things we believe 
in. The efforts of these groups can 
sometimes be difficult to see, but the 
networks of interrelated groups bring 
value and sustainability to our valley.

The Slocan Valley Economic 
Development Commission (SVEDC) 
wants to update a directory created in 
2006 titled, ‘Connecting Community 
Dreams.’ The goal of the directory is 
to include all non-profit organizations 
from Hills to South Slocan that 
do work in the areas of health, 
social services, business, recreation, 
arts, the environment and more. The 
directory will be posted online as well 
as in print. 

If your group would like a free 
listing in the directory, please send 
an email to slocanvalleyedc@gmail.

Community directory looking for input
com or call 250-226-7768 and ask 
for Sharon. The listings should have 
a phone number, email and website 
address, if applicable. A very brief 
description of your organization 
(15 words or less) can be included. 
Phone calls will also be made to 
organizations that were listed in the 
previous directory.

submitted by Janice Gustafson
By now people in New Denver 

may have noticed the beginnings of 
something new. New Market Foods 
is putting down roots at its Hwy 31A 
location, across from Nuru Design. 

Designed by Ulli Mueller of 
Nakusp, built by CDE Enterprises 
and financed by Kootenay Savings 
Credit Union, the philosophy of the 
store is to keep things local.  The 
building design harkens back to days 
of yore and the optimistic ‘boom 
time’ feel that was once prevalent 

New grocery store to open next spring in New Denver
in the valley. It takes its name and 
design from the historic Newmarket 
Hotel, which stood in New Denver 
from the late 1800s until 1974, when 
it burned down.  

Two local ‘kids’ have returned 
to the village they grew up in. 
Vern and Janice Gustafson lived in 
Golden for close to 30 years and 
have a wide range of experience in 
business and the private and public 
sector. Working parents of two 
grown children, family has been an 
important part of their lives. Their 

eyes have now turned back to home 
where they have been pursuing the 
perfect opportunity to invest in New 
Denver. The Gustafsons purchased 
the land and started planning a few 
years ago while building a home in 
the community.  

Local  response has been 
o v e r w h e l m i n g l y  p o s i t i v e , 
particularly from the Village of 
New Denver, local contractors and 
future customers. Aiming to open 
the doors in Spring of 2011, the store 
will feature over 4,000 square feet of 
bright, welcoming retail space and 
lots of parking – for bikes too. They 
will feature a full range of groceries, 
produce and a deli that will serve up 
wholesome, fresh foods. 

Being responsive to those with 
mobility issues, New Market will 

be completely accessible. Vern and 
Janice are experienced business 
people who have always operated on 
a customer-first philosophy. To that 
end, they encourage you to drop by 
and request products that you would 
like to see on the shelves, or other 
suggestions for the store. 

The store will not be a franchise 
operation, contrary to rumours that 
it would be a Ferraro’s franchise. 
Janice says this probably got started 
because they will be using the 
same wholesaler as Ferraro’s. The 
Gustafsons are aware that a one-

size-fits-all box store mentality won’t 
work in a small community.

“You can take the small town to 
the city but you can’t take the city to 
the small town,” says Janice.  

Vern and Janice say their vision 
for New Market Foods is to be a good 
grocer and a great neighbour. That 
means taking part in the community 
and committing to sustainability. 
The Gustafsons look forward to 
welcoming you to the New Market 
very soon.

For more information contact 
shopnewmarket@gmail.com.

The design of the New Market Foods building harkens back to the village’s heyday. Owners 
Vern and Janice Gustafson are returning to their roots as well.
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Thank you 
Valley Voice
The only newspaper that 

tells us what is going on in 
the Kaslo area. The only 
newspaper that gives us a 

chance to say what we think 
about it, free of charge, in 
Voices from the Valleys.

Paid advertisement by Jane Lynch 
in support of the Valley Voice

Real Estate in Kaslo and 
North Kootenay Lake 
www.century21kaslo.com 
kul@century21kaslo.com 

250-505-4722
Century21 Mountainview Realty Ltd.

Open Mon - Thurs 
6:30 am to 3:00 pm

Fri, Sat, Sun
6:30 am to 8:00 pm

Licensed

Located at the Heart of 
Front Street • 353-2955

“Best Eggs Benedict Ever”
“Mexican, Salads, 

Dinners, Wraps & Stir-Fry

Kemar’s 
Middle East Interiors
• Persian & Tribal 100% wool rugs 
• Home décor • Jewellery • Gifts

In Kaslo, across from the 
Mohawk 

250-353-7847

Wishing all the best to you and yours this holiday season
                        – Ruth, Tom, Tamara & Paul

Holiday Hours:
Open Mon-Sat, 

10:00 am-5:30 pm
Closed Christmas, 
Boxing and New 

Year’s Day

408 Front St. Kaslo 250-353-2566 1-866-706-2566

OPEN til 4:00 pm
    DEC 24
CLOSED 
    DEC 25–27
RE-OPENING
    DEC 28

400 Front St., Kaslo

250-353-9688
Special holiday 
greetings to our 

customers in the 
Kaslo and New 

Denver areas

Thanks to our 
customers and wishing 

everyone a safe and 
happy holiday season

Open 9 - 2 on Dec 24, Closed Dec 25 – 28
Open 9 - 2 on Dec 31, Closed Jan 1 – 3

405 Front St., Kaslo, BC
Ph.:(250)353-7633 • Fax: (250)353-7355

We will be closed from 
Dec. 23 - Jan. 5    

Open in the New Year…
Thursday, Jan. 6    

Hours: Tues. – Fri. 9 - 5
Sat. 9 - 4:30

6336 Hwy 31 • Kaslo, BC

& Happy 
New Year

Kaslo Mohawk 
is open 

through the 
holidays!

250-353-2205
405-4th St.

Kaslo

from all of us at 

the Kaslo Pump
Holiday Hours:
Closed - Christmas Day
Christmas Eve - closed 

at 6 pm
Regular Hours Otherwise:
Every day 6 am to 8 pm

6410 Highway 31 • 353-2533

by Director Andy Shadrack
January began with a meeting 

in Johnson’s Landing that saw the 
community agree to expansion of the 
Kaslo and District Library service, and 
subsequently the board voted to include 
both Argenta and Johnson’s Landing in 
the service.

After meetings in Howser and 

Area D – 2010 – a year in review
Ainsworth and a public hearing in 
Argenta and Kaslo, the board adopted 
the Area D Official Community Plan, 
that now includes every community on 
the West Shore of Kootenay Lake south 
of Lardeau and every community from 
Hamill Creek south on the East Shore.

April saw completion of the 
structural repairs to the Ainsworth 
wharf, and in September the board 
directed staff to obtain crown leases 
in Lardeau for the purpose of building 
a boat dock and in Mirror Lake to 
maintain public beach access on the 
former federal lands.

September saw the Woodbury-
Ainsworth portion of Area D 
successfully petition in to the Area D 
contract fire service with Kaslo, with 
Village council subsequently agreeing 
to expand coverage. Negotiations are 
currently underway for 2011. A contract 
is currently being tendered to complete 
the analysis needed for development of 
a long-term service from Coffee Creek 
to Schroeder Creek. 

Fire interface work has just been 
completed on the north and south banks 
of Davis Creek in Lardeau and is close 
to completion in Cooper Creek, with 

residents of Argenta now discussing 
if and where they would consider 
fire interface work on Crown land 
surrounding their community.

October saw Glacier Creek 
Regional Park Commission receive 
approval from IHA to drill a well, 
and Schroeder Point Homeowners 
Association, Birchdale, Murphy 
Creek and Schroeder Creek Resort 
stakeholders submit a draft proposal 
to Ministry of Transportation and 
Infrastructure for management of the 
Bickel Road public access.

Kaslo and Area Parks, Recreation 
and Facilities Commission met in 
October to recommend the first Area 
D-wide budget, and the Kaslo and 
Area D Climate Adaptation Advisory 
Committee released their report.

The Area D Advisory Planning 
Commission continues to meet monthly 
and is currently developing a post-OCP 
role and communications strategy. 
Woodbury Village Service Society 
and the Schroeder Creek Community 
are currently considering whether they 
want the RDCK to take over operation 

of their respective water systems.
In January I was re-elected chair of 

the Rural Affairs standing committee 
of the RDCK, in April elected vice-
president of the Association of Kootenay 
Boundary Local Governments, in 
September appointed to the Union of 
BC Municipalities Small Water Systems 
Working Group, and I continue to work 
with the Ministry of Environment’s 
Species at Risk Committee.

All in all, it has been a very 
busy year and I want to thank all 
those in Area D who volunteer to 
make our community a better place 
environmentally, economically and/or 
socially. As the director for Area D, my 
overall goal is to assist residents and 
property owners expand the services 
they want, and to try and improve the 
quality of consultation and interaction 
between citizens and local government, 
and where possible other levels of 
government. 

Thank you also to all RDCK staff 
and directors, with a special thanks to 
Gary Wright, who retired as board chair 
at the end of 2010.

Support the Valley Voice with 
a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30 

Recently one of the last two remaining buildings used as part of North Kootenay Lake’s historic railway system was 
moved from Lardeau to the Lardeau Valley Historical Society museum site in Meadow Creek. Plans for the future 

include turning the shed into a small railway museum. Funding support for this move came via the RDCK and CBT.

ph
o

to
 c

r
ed

it
: G

ai
l 

Sp
it

le
r



December 15, 2010   The Valley Voice  27CLASSIFIED ADS

Wine & Beer Making Kits 
to satisfy all budgets!

Winlaw Brew-Op

5972 Cedar Creek Road, Winlaw • 226-7328

Take-Home Kits, or Brew it with Us!
Open 11:00 to 6:00 Tues. to Sat.

Specialty Coffees, Teas, 
U-Brews and Kits for Home
                    • Open Every DayNAKUSP  265-4701

3 5 8 - 7 7 6 9

A v A ’ s 
H a i r  s t u d i o

Far right entrance of the Wild Rose Restaurant in Rosebery

OPEN ALL WINTER

Slocan Auto &
Truck Repairs

24 hour towing 
BCAA, Slocan, BC  

355-2632

111 Mcdonald Drive, Nelson, BC
ph 250-352-3191

sales@mainjet.ca • www.mainjet.ca

NAKUSP GLASS
201 Broadway

265-3252
The clear choice for 
all your glass needs!

SALES & SERVICE
98 - 1st Street, Nakusp • 265-4911

OPEN TUES - SAT
CHAINSAWS
• Stihl
• Husqvarna
MOWERS
• Husqvarna
• Toro • Snapper
• Lawnboy

TRIMMERS
• Stihl
• Husqvarna
SMALL ENGINES
• Tecumseh 
• Honda
• Briggs & Stratton

aUtoMotiVe • SMall MotorS • MachiNe Shop
Caribou Service
(250) 265-3191

5549 Frontage Road
Burton, BC

24 Hr Towing and Recovery
Auto Repairs & Tires

Auto Parts

24 HOUR TOWING
1007 HWY 23, NAKUSP

PH: 265-4577

• welding repairs • full service 
& repair • licenced technician • 

radiator repairs & service • mobile 
service available • fast, friendly 

and

INDUSTRIES
Your Friendly neighbourhood Mechanic

•Automotive Electrical Specialist  •BC Certified Mechanic
• Certified Vehicle Inspector  •Small Engine Certified

(250) 353-2800 • 8845 Hwy 31 • Kaslo

MOUNTAIN VALLEY STATION
BOTTLE DEPOT

Slocan City • 355-2245
Open MON - SAT  9-5

Your “Bottle Drive” Specialists

recycliNGjeWelry

Nakusp   265-4406

BCAA Towing

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Nakusp Taxi
250-265-8222

Pick up and Delivery
Let us get it for you

• Auto parts • Groceries
• Pharmacy • Cigarettes
• Take out food

Just let your local business know your needs 
and we will deliver them to you.

Alcoholic beverages until 11:00 pm

hair

Susan L. Yurychuk • 250-358-6804
By Appointment Only • New Denver

myofascial release • deep tissue massage • relaxation massage

DAY SPA

Stone Massage • Deep Tissue  
Salt Glows • Mud Wraps & More

Wholistic Midwife
Lana Knoll 
250-353-2213
maramamidwife@yahoo.ca

Honouring natural childbirth through 
nourishing body, mind and spirit, and 
by embracing family and community.

MASSAGE THERAPIES
Myofascial, Swedish, Lymphatic, Joint Play, Craniosacral, 

Visceral, Somatoemotion, Chakras, Nutrition etc.
MTA rates (Low income consideration)

also MSP, WCB, ICBC & care plans
Garth R. Hunter, R.M.T.

Slocan Health Clinic - Thursdays
250-358-2364 • Mobile & Office

FULL SPECTRUM HEALTH
• Deep Tissue Massage

• Nutritional Consultation
• Reiki

     Sliding Scale - Mobile Service
Daniel Thorpe  250-358-6808

health • Well BeiNG • FitNeSS • eNViroNMeNt

COLES RENTALS
HEATERS (PROPANE & ELECTRIC)

PLATE TAMPERS, JUMPING JACKS, REBAR BENDER 
JACKHAMMERS, HAMMER DRILLS, CONCRETE 

MIXERS, CONCRETE SAWS, TILECUTTERS, 
BLOCKCUTTERS, SCAFFOLDING, FLOOR SANDERS, 
NAILERS - ALL TYPES, LM ROTARY LAZER TRANSIT, 

GENERATORS, WATER PUMPS, COMPRESSORS, 
INSULATED TARPS, PRESSURE WASHERS, ROTO 

TILLER, LAWN COMBER, AERATOR, PROPERTY PIN 
LOCATOR, CHIPPER/SHREDDER, GAS POST HOLE 

DIGGER, WOODSPLITTER, CONCRETE FLOOR 
GRINDER ...AND MUCH MORE!

PHONE 358-2632
1-888-358-2632

eQUipMeNt reNtal

BaKery
Sappho’s Bakery
Rear, 309 Kildare St. New Denver
    Winter Hours: Open Thurs-Sat. 
       Pizza, Fresh Bread Daily
                358-2119

BreWiNG

Jo’s Jewelry
Custom work and repair in 

silver and Gold, by appointment

358-2134
new denver, Goldsmith Jo-anne barClay

Spectrum Home & Family Care
Helping you maintain 

YOUR lifesyle!
Free consultations 

in the West Kootenay!
250-265-3842

spectrumcares@telus.net

Hand & Soul Wellness Centre
Larry Zaleski, D.C.    Chiropractor

Mondays & Fridays - Silverton • Every other Wednesday in Winlaw or Nakusp

Sue Mistretta, M.A., CCC    Counsellor/Expressive Arts
358-2177 www.handandsoul.ca

This space could be yours for 
$10.00 + GST per issue.
Call 358-7218 or email: 

valleyvoice@netidea.com
for details

COMING EVENTS
EXQUISITE NATURE PHOTOGRAPHY 
by Jim Lawrence will adorn the foyer 
of Nelson’s Capitol Theatre this festive 
season. An ethical photographer and 
environmentalist, Jim strives to present 
images that instill understanding of our 
fragile environment, and inspire respect 
for life in endangered ecosystems. Great 
gift idea! www.kootenayreflections.com.
NEW YEAR’S EVE BASH Slocan Legion 
Hall 502 Harold St. Slocan starting at 9:00 
pm. Dance Music by DJ “PLAYMOR 
TUNES.” Tickets $10 each at Mountain 
Valley Station or reserve at 250-355-2672. 
Midnight Appy Buffet. No minors please.
SIZZLING SZECHUAN DINNER, 
SAT. DEC. 18! Hosted by Christopher & 
Anastasia Love at the Cup and Saucer Cafe, 
Silverton. A 3-course Chinese Meal with 
Tea for $20. Email/call us for full menu 
details. In-house seating sold out; take-out 
only! By Reservation Only, even for take-
out. Please specify your vegetarian, wheat 
sensitive or dietary needs upon reservation. 
Call Loving Spirit 7773 or the Cup 2267 
lovingspirit@rocketmail.com.

NEW YEAR’S EVE DANCE at the 
Silverton Memorial Hall.  Tickets $20 for 
this fun-filled evening with live music by 
the Raspberry Rockets! Only 100 tickets 
available. Food. Door Prizes. Tickets 
available at Silverton Building Supplies 
and Mountainberry Foods.
A PLUNGE FOR THE LANGHAM 
Polar Bear Swim - New Year’s Day, January 
1, 2011 at 12 noon at the Kaslo Bay Beach 
(Jazz Fest Site). Bonfire, Hot Drinks and 
Food, BYO Mug. Want to join the fun/
swim, grab a pledge sheet at Sunnyside 
or other participating businesses in Kaslo.
SLOCAN LAKE ARENA SOCIETY will 
be holding its AGM on Wednesday, January 
26, 2011 at 7:00 pm at the office at back of 
713 Josephine Street, New Denver, BC. 
Everyone welcome.

EMPLOYMENT WANTED
HELPING HANDS FOR HIRE  - 
Available Tues, Wed, Thurs. Call Ty 250-
265-3344.

FOR RENT
SLOCAN VALLEY NEAR WINLAW. 
Newer cottage, 2 beds, loft, quiet valley 
views. Suitable two people. $775. 250-
226-0034.

SUITE FOR RENT – One mile from 
Nakusp. On acreage. 3 bdr. Appliances. 
Available. $750/month. 250-860-0736.

HEALTH
YOGA AT THE DOMES - Restore your 
body, mind and spirit. Monday & Saturday 
mornings 9-10:30 am Flow; Thursday 
afternoons - 3:30-5:00 pm Restorative Flow.

NOTICES
FOR INFORMATION ON AA OR 
ALANON MEETINGS contact in New 
Denver: 358-7904 or 358-7158; Nakusp 
265-4924; Kaslo 353-2658; Slocan 355-
2805; South Slocan 226-7705.

PETS
FREE IN NAKUSP - Two turtles, large 
100-gallon tank, all the equipment. Great, 
unique, easy-to-care-for pets looking for a 
new home. Matt 613-899-9624

SERVICES
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL SEPTIC 
TANK CLEANING: “Serving the Valley” 7 
days/wk, 24-hr. All-Around Septic Services, Don 
Brown (250) 354-3644, emergency 352-5676.
ROGAN ELECTRIC  Res ident ia l , 
commercial, industrial wiring. Local 
references available. All work guaranteed. 
“We get the job done.” 353-9638.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
LAST MINUTE? NO WORRIES! 
Willow Home Gallery has something for 
everyone. Mom, Dad, baby, grandma and 
grandpa. Beautiful, practical, affordable. 
Kaslo. 250-353-2257.
FERN’S FLOWERS – When you need 
something special! Flowers, plants, crystals, 
toys, chocolates, books, gifts. Delivery 
throughout the area. 250-353-7474.

BIRTHDAY GREETINGS
HAPPY 70th BIRTHDAY, VIGGO! 
Many Wishes & Hugs.

-Love from Leslie, Dean, Candice, 
Hayden and John

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES
UNEMPLOYED and thinking of starting your 
own business? Community Futures offers the Self 
Employment grant, business loans, counselling 
and training in the Arrow & Slocan Lakes area. 
For more info leave a message at 265-3674 ext. 
201 or email Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

CARD OF THANKS
ST. ANTHONY’S would like to thank all 
who made our Christmas Flea Market such a 
success. It was a lot of fun. We appreciate your 
support. Raffle winners were Ray Lahner, Terry 
Everett, Tahnia Deakoff and Sally Lamare.

SLOCAN VALLEY RECREATION
WINTER LEISURE GUIDE - In valley 
mailboxes Mon., Dec. 20.
HOCKEY DAY IN WINLAW – Sun., 
Jan. 16, 11 am to 3 pm. Sleep is for Sissies 
rink. All ages welcome. Call the Rec 
office for details.
MT. SENTINEL INDOOR SOCCER – 
Starts Mon. Jan. 10 in the gym, 7:30 pm.
MT. SENTINEL BASKETBALL – 
Starts Wed., Jan. 5 at 7:30 pm in the gym.
SENIORS SKI DAY – Thurs., Jan. 13. 
Meet at Slocan Park Hall. We provide 
the skis!
WINTER WOMEN 55+ - A free 
snowshoeing, X-country ski series with 
Helen Kissinger. Begins Sat., Jan. 15.
Y O G A  W I T H  E L I Z A 
GOODERHAM– Resumes Mon., Jan. 
3 at Mt. Sentinel School.
STEP & SCULPT – With Sonya Cooke. 
Brent Kennedy School. Thursdays at 
7 pm.
ISRAELI FOLKDANCE – Begins 
Tues., Jan. 18 at Winlaw School. Your 
host: Haya Maor.

226-0008Personal Classifieds start at $8.00
Call 250-358-7218 for details
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CONSTRUCTION
FOUNDATIONS • FRAMING
ROOFING • RENOVATIONS

Specializing in Timber Framing

250-265-4525

COMMUNITY

HALL LUMBER 
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat 
10 am to 5 pm

PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd. 

Edgewood, BC

FOR ALL YOUR 
PROPANE NEEDS

365-9958
1-800-471-5630

Your local bulk dealer & service centre

• Registered Septic System 
designer and installer •
• Ready Mix Concrete • 

• Lock Blocks • Drain Rock • 
• Road Crush • Sand & Gravel • 

• Dump Trucks • Excavator • 
• Crusher • Coloured Concrete • 

• Site Preparation •
Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
Ph. 265-4615 • vieirac@telus.net

Installation and maintenance 

call Jim Berrill
(250) 359-5922

JEMS Propane Ltd.

Tradesman Electric
commercial • residential 

new construction • renovations
Reliable friendly service

Free Estimates Call Steve 226-7163

coNStrUctioN • hoMe • GardeN 

YOUR VALLEY COMFORT AND BLAZE KING DEALER 
SPECIALIZING IN WOOD/ELECTRIC, WOOD/OIL AND 

WOOD/GAS COMBINATION FURNACES
Certified • Insured

COMPLETE SALES 
SERVICE AND 
INSTALLATION

Slocan City, BC • (250) 355-0088
website: www.kootenayfurnace.com

email: kfurnace@netidea.com

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Crescent Bay 

Construction Ltd.
Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431 
• Email cresbay@telus.net

KF PowerVac
Duct Cleaning & Duct Sanitizing

Local: 355-2485 • Toll-free: 1-888-652-0088
email: kfurnace@netidea.com

Peter’s New & Used Windows & More
Sales & Installations

• Energy Efficient Vinyl & Wood Windows •
• Residential Installations & Renovations/Upgrades •

• Wooden & Metal Doors •
Peter Demoskoff • Cell: 250-608-0505

Tel: 250-399-4836 • Fax: 250-399-4831

J.C. Roofing Company
For all your roofing needs

Serving the Arrow and Slocan Lakes
16 years of professional installations

WCB • All work fully guaranteed
We also install Soffit and Vinyl Siding

For your free estimate, Call 
Curtis Roe at 250-265-9087

• general contractor 
• new homes & renovations 

• design/build 
HPO licensed/Home Warranty 

Fully insured. 30 yrs.+ exp./ cert. 
carpenters/ foundation to finish/

custom trim/heritage work. 
Call Drew 250- 353-2450.  

0850743 B.C. Ltd. dba Vista Custom Builders

Support the Valley 
Voice with a voluntary 

subscription
Only $10-$30 per year 

Bergevin Electrical 
Inc.

Please call 
250-358-7172 

or 250-354-4171 
and leave a message

Free Estimates. Certified, 
Licenced, And Insured

Serving New Denver, Nakusp 
and the Slocan Valley

coMpUter

ken@palmercomputerservices.com

Palmer
Computer 
Services

- Repairs 
- Upgrades 

- Consulting
Microsoft Certified 
Systems EngineerPhone: 355-2235

Nakusp 
Redi-Mix

serving the Kootenays since 1973
DAVID WEATHERHEAD
Box 83, 848 Hwy 6, Nakusp

250-265-4311 (ph)
250-265-3468 (fax)

Indoor Garden 
Supplies

Castlegar
250-304-2911

1730 Hwy 3, Selkirk Spring Building

dan@canadiangardensupply.com

Jim Pownall & Co.
LOG & TIMBER FRAME HOMES

New Denver • BC
250-358-2566

jpownall@telus.net

Uncommon Ground Farm 
& Landscape

Now booking landscape projects for the 
2011 season!

Design & Installation
cell: 250-354-8661 • uncommonground@ 

columbiawireless.ca

Even little ads 
get noticed in the 

Valley Voice

This space could be yours for 
$10.00 + GST per issue.
Call 358-7218 or email: 

valleyvoice@netidea.com
for details

CANADIAN 100% FLOORING 
AT WHOLESALE

Prefinished, antique (rustic) R. Oak, Maple
3 ¼ x ¾ $4.59/sf pallet – Exotics Eng 8 ply

Super Stable – Urban, Carlton, NAF
American & Brazilian Cherry, Acacia, Hickory

American & Brazilian Black Walnut 65
Dif Choices – Bamboo Reg or Stand. TRG

Or CLICK – Cork glue down from $2.59
Or CLICK $3.99 pallet Canadian stair treads
AT JUAN’S – 1503 Hwy 3A Thrums

250-399-6377 Mon-Sat 8:30 am-5 pm

submitted by Waneta Expansion Project
Columbia Power Corporation, 

Fortis Inc. and Columbia Basin Trust 
have formed and hosted an introductory 
meeting for the Waneta Expansion 
Community Impact Management 
Committee (CIMC).

Comprised of 26 individuals that 
include members of local and regional 
government, business, community and 
residential interest groups, the committee 
will meet once a month throughout the 
construction of the project to provide a 
means for committee members to bring 
forward community interests and other 
feedback regarding the project. 

The committee will work with an 
independent socio-economic monitor 
who will evaluate and document the 
effects of the project on the communities 
of the Greater Trail area. Resulting 
quarterly and annual socio-economic 
reports will be made available 
to the public. “Community Impact 
Management Committees have been 

Waneta expansion project forms impact management committee
effective for other projects in the region. 
We value the discussions and the insights 
this group can offer about local interests,” 
says Audrey Repin, spokesperson for 
Waneta Expansion Project partnership. 
“Committee members volunteer their 
time over several years to ensure 
impacts from the project to surrounding 
communities are minimized.”

The expansion will see the 
construction of a second powerhouse 
to share the hydraulic head created 
by the existing Waneta Dam (owned 
by Teck and BC Hydro). This 335 
megawatt hydroelectric project is a 
unique opportunity to obtain large 
amounts of clean hydroelectric energy 
without building a new dam. An intake 
structure will control flow from the 
Waneta headpond through parallel 
tunnels that will supply two Francis 
turbines in the new powerhouse. 

Excavated rock will be quarried 
within seven kilometres of the site and 
will be available for re-use in future 

highway and other infrastructure projects 
in the area. As part of the project, a 10 
kilometre transmission line will be built 
and will parallel the existing BC Hydro 
high voltage line from Waneta to the 
Selkirk Substation. 

The project is expected to last four 
and a half years and provide 400 jobs, 
with 85 percent being local hire (within 
100 km of the project). Approximately 
$200 million will be paid in wages and 
benefits. Local spending for goods and 
services is expected to be approximately 
$178 million. Construction will begin 

early in the new year. A site across 
from the Trail airport is currently being 
cleared to house the office complex with 
staff due to move in March 1. For more 

information about the Waneta expansion 
project and past Community Impact 
Management Committees, visit www.
columbiapower.org.

Members of the Waneta Expansion Community Impact Management Committee (CIMC) pose in downtown Trail. 

by Jan McMurray
The Silverton Inn is closed again.
Roxanne of Silverton Lakeshore 

Bistro & Food Services Ltd. leased the 
building from owner Maurice Palmer 
this past spring.

“It was in the best interests of the 
company to stop operating to see if 
we could re-negotiate the lease,” said 

Silverton Inn closed down once again
Roxanne. “Unfortunately, we could 
not.”

Roxanne claims that the restaurant 
equipment was supposed to be in 
good working order under the lease 
agreement, but that was not the case. 
Because Roxanne was not only running 
the restaurant but also preparing food for 
her signature retail line out of the kitchen 

at the inn, the frequent equipment 
breakdowns became unworkable for her.

She wishes to thank community 
members for all the support and 
friendliness they showed over the five 
months she ran the hotel. “We love 
the area! I think the hotel and the area 
has lots of potential, and I wish the 
community every success,” she said.
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Legendary Meats 
Custom Cutting & Sausage 

Making, Curing & Smoking of 
Bacons & Hams

Mobile BBQ Services & Hog 
Roaster Rentals

• Christmas Tree Sales •
www.legendarymeats.ca
Phone/Fax: 250-226-7803
2826 Hwy 6 • Slocan Park

Meat cUttiNG

Ann’s Natural Foods
ann Bunka

- 358-2552 -
805 Kildare St., New Denver

Slocan Village Market
Groceries, fresh produce, fresh meat, 

Agency Liquor, organic foods, 
in-store deli, in-store bakery.

Open 7 days/week, 9 am - 8 pm
Slocan, BC • ph:355-2211 • fax: 355-2216

NEW DENvER  
358-2443 358-7292

Your Local Grocer

SILvERTON

reStaUraNt/coFFeeStaNd

   WINTER HOURS
      8 AM - 9 PM

QUALITY PIZZA anytime!
265-4880
Air Conditioned

93-5th Ave. Nakusp
Non-Smoking

laceNick’s
P

Seven Days a Week!

Lemon Creek 
Lodge & Campground

Year-round facility
Licensed Restaurant
Open Thurs - Sun

5 PM - 8 PM
Reservations: 1-877-970-8090

The Apple Tree 
Sandwich Shop

Soup, Sandwiches & Desserts
358-2691

Mon. - Fri. 7 A.M. - 4 P.M.
Sat. 11 A.M. - 4 P.M.

 Grocery • health Food

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

¶

• Health Products, healing sessions
• New Age cards & books
• Sensual products

320 BROADWAY ST. NAKUSP  265-3188

Health Centre

¶¶ ¶¶¶

Re-Awakening

COMMUNITY

www.jonesboysboats.com
Ainsworth, British Columbia

4080 Hwy 31 N
Call: 1-877-552-6287

(250) 353-2550 Fax (250) 353-2911

HARBERCRAFT

PAULA CONRAD
HOME: (250) 358-2707

Selkirk realty
265-3635

Free Consultation

E-mail: paulaconrad@royallepage.ca
Website: www.royallepage.ca/selkirkrealty

HUB INTERNATIONAL 
BARTON 

INSURANCE 
BROKERS

For all your 
INSURANCE 

needs
265-3631

1-800-665-6010

recreatioN

proFeSSioNal SerViceS

 Passmore
 Laboratory Ltd.
Water Testing • Flow Measurements
CAEAL certified to test drinking water
We’re in the Valley at: 1-250-226-7339
Jennifer & Tony Yeow passlab@xplornet.com

Colour/B&W Laser Printing/Copying • Digital Photography
Word processing • Scanning • Faxing • Binding • Laminating
CUSTOM CARDS • BROCHURES • CALENDARS • NEWSLETTERS

The best selection of photo cards of local views anywhere
1007 Josephine St. (Box 298), New Denver

Ph. 358-2435     essay@direct.ca     Fax 358-2607

Ph: 359-7111  Fax: 359-7587
www.playmorpower.com

Playmor Junction Hwy 6 & 3A
1043 Playmor

THE RIDE SAYS IT ALL

clothiNG

The Clothes Hanger

Men’s & Ladies Clothing

441 Front St • Kaslo • 250-353-9688

Natural Food Store

422 Front Street • Kaslo, BC
1-250-353-2594

Silverton, BC
Monday - Saturday 8:00-4:00

Soup, Stews, 
Meat Pies, Treats 
and Great Coffee

358-2267

The Cup 
and 

Saucer Café

oFFice SUpplieS
Office, Art, Musician, Supplies & Service 

indelible ink
wed - sat from 10 - 2:00, earlier or 

later by telephone request
202 Lake Ave. (Hwy 6) Silverton
phone: 250.358.7121, email: indelible.ink@live.ca

online catalogues: http://indelible-ink.spaces.live.com

Even little ads 
get noticed in the 

Valley Voice

Paul Merrifield
• Bookkeeper •

250-358-6806 work
250-505-9748 cell

pauljmerrifield@gmail.com

This space could be yours for 
$10.00 + GST per issue.
Call 358-7218 or email: 

valleyvoice@netidea.com
for details

MEMORIAL 
HALL 

Weddings, Parties, Reunions, 
Concerts, Funerals, Meetings
To book call Sue:  250-358-2711

hallS

THINKING OF BUYING OR 
STARTING A BUSINESS?

• Free Business Planning Workshops
• Self Employment Grant
• Business Counseling

• Business Loans
250-265-3674 loc 201       

Your ad could be here for 
only $10.00 + HST per edition
Contact us at valleyvoice@
netidea.com for details, or 

call 250-358-7218

Fullabeans Espresso Stand
Espresso • Snacks • Lunch

Open 7 days a week, 7 am - 2 pm
704 Arlington, Slocan City

beside the gas station
250-355-2889 to order

submitted by Horsefly Magazine
With a new editorial board in place, 

Horsefly Magazine is moving forward 
toward a new issue with a fresh vision. A 
fundraising event with music and spoken 
word performances was held at the Self 
Design High Commons in the Nelson 
Legion building on Friday, December 10.

Formerly known as Horsefly 
Literary Magazine, the publication 
launched its seventh edition in January 
of 2010, after being started a decade 
ago by a group of Selkirk College 
students. The name has been changed 

Horsefly Literary Magazine gets new name, new direction
to Horsefly Magazine to represent its 
new, broadened scope of content that 
will run the gamut of arts in the West 
Kootenays, from visual art to music, 
literature, theatre and slam poetry. The 
plan is to change from its current book-
style format to a colour magazine. 

An enthusiastic new editorial board 
has been formed that includes great 
local writers Pippa Bowley, Brian Deon, 
Margaret Hornby and Amos Tanguay, 
along with former Nelson Daily News 
reporter Colin Payne as editor.

“It’s great to have such a great group 

of people on board, who are keen to help 
steer Horsefly down a new path to help 
make it an even better resource for the 
West Kootenay arts community,” says 
Colin Payne, who edited the previous 
issue with the late Richard Carver. 

“It’s a thrill to be involved in 
Horsefly Magazine’s rebirth,” adds 
Brian Deon. “Circumstances might 
easily have led to the quiet demise of 
our local literary magazine but, in typical 
Kootenay fashion, not only is Horsefly 
not dead, it is reanimated and infused 
with new energy and direction.”

The new editorial board is in the 
process of incorporating as a non-profit 
society and hopes to be able issue tax 
receipts for donations and to qualify for 
appropriate grants. Half the proceeds 
from Horsefly sales at the event go 
directly to the Nelson Food Cupboard 
and the rest supports the magazine.

In an effort to bring the West 
Kootenay arts community together and 
build steam for the next issue (tentatively 
planned for Spring 2011), Horsefly 
hosted An Evening of Spoken Words and 
Music at the Self Design High Commons 
(located on the second floor of the 
Royal Canadian Legion building at 402 
Victoria Street) on Friday, December 10.

Included in Friday’s lineup was the 
fiction of Jenny Craig, whose novel Yes 
Sister, No Sister recently spent more 
than five weeks near the top of the UK 
paperback bestseller list. Jane Hicks and 
Kristene Perron read from stories that 
earned first and second places in last 
year’s Kootenay Literary Competition. 
Poetry was provided by 2009 Horsefly 

contributors Jane Byers, Don Law, 
Ellen Burt and Doug Wilton, as well as 
slam poet, Solona Armstrong. Musical 
interludes throughout the evening were 
provided by a number of talented local 
singer-songwriters, including Darcy 
Hula, Lindsay-Ann Wheatley and 
Amos Tanguay. MC Sam Stevenson of 
the Nelson Poetry Slam kept the pace 
moving along with charisma and style.

submitted by Kootenay Kalendars
The founders of Kootenay 

Kalendars, Nelson locals Lucas Jmieff 
and Ginia Hayward, have released their 
second local interest calendar titled ‘Off 
the Beaten Path.’ This high quality gift 
calendar showcases 14 of the Kootenay’s 
most spectacular backcountry adventure 
spots. Be it hiking in the Purcell 
Mountains, touring the Selkirk Mountain 

Picture the Kootenays – Off the Beaten Path
backcountry or skimming ridges in the 
Valhalla Mountains, ‘Off the Beaten 
Path’ delivers what the title suggests, 
Kootenay style. Kootenay Kalendars 
is now a proud member of ‘1% for the 
Planet,’ an international organization 
whose members dedicate one percent of 
annual sales towards environmental non-
profit groups. Along with other business 
members like Mountain Equipment 

Co-op, Kootenay Kalendars is striving 
to help protect the environment and 
promote sustainability. ‘Off the Beaten 
Path’ is widely available: in Kaslo at 
Kaslo Drug Store, Kootenay Mountain 
Sports and Your Arts Desire; in New 
Denver at Raven’s Nest; at Halycon 
Hotsprings; in Winlaw at Jenny’s Book 
Garden and Egg Cetera; in Crescent 
Valley at Evergreen Natural Foods. 

Horsefly Magazine is being reborn.
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by Art Joyce
In an era of corporate concentrated 

media ownership, support for 
independent media is critical to the 
dialogue of democracy. And judging 

Kootenay Co-op Radio enjoys 
successful membership drive

by the success of Kootenay Co-op 
Radio’s (KCR) recent membership 
drive, Kootenay residents are well 
aware of this. The station raised 
$20,800, well beyond its fundraising 

goal of $18,000. 
That number represents a total 

of 736 members who pay their dues 
annually to keep KCR alive. Station 
manager Jay Hannley says their 
goal is for 1,000 but even so, the 
membership represents a historic high 
for KCR. 

“You sometimes think in a small 
community there aren’t that many 
new active members to get, but 50 
percent of the members from this 
drive are new members.”

This year a special effort was 
made to reach out to the satellite 
communities that enjoy KCR, 
particularly Kaslo, New Denver and 
Silverton. In New Denver, Lucerne 
school students created a program of 
music and poetry that was recorded 
and broadcast later. KCR also hosted 
‘Local Motion’ at Silverton Memorial 
Hall, a concert featuring musicians 
who live or work in the Slocan 
Valley. The event featured Tangerine, 
Kootenay Grass Company, Esque, and 
Adam Shaikh. 

A draw was held that was just 
for members in the Silverton/New 
Denver area for a meal and one-night 
stay at the Prestige Inn. Other draw 
prizes were a Whitewater ski pass, 
won by a New Denver resident, and 
a three-month pass to the Nelson 
and District Community Centre 
recreational facility.

KCR also hosted a show by Jim 
van Horne called Take Me Back 
to Kaslo, a musical revue that was 
broadcast live from the Kaslo Golf 
and Country Club. The event was sold 
out in advance, with an audience of 
85 people. Van Horne hosts a regular 
show on KCR called Liner Notes. 
Another regular show produced 
locally is Small Town Shakedown, 
which is produced and recorded in 
Winlaw. 

 “It’s easy to just get caught 
in the Nelson bubble, and I find it 
stronger when we’re all working 
together,” says Hannley. “We’re 
trying to get programmers from 
different communities to either record 
at home and broadcast it later or have 
access to the studio.” 

Anyone is welcome to propose a 
radio show for the station. The new 
programming season starts March 
1, and the deadline for applications 
closes January 31. Contact KCR 
Programming Manager Bill Metcalfe 
at 352-9600. 

The station in the past has run on 
a break-even budget from year to year, 
which doesn’t necessarily allow for 
new growth. Hannley says although 
he’s happy with the results of the 
membership drive, it would be great to 
see more coming in. The membership 
and fundraising committees try to 
hold events throughout the year. There 
are only four paid staff and 120 active 
volunteers working for the station. 

“We have an open door policy 
at the station, so we’d like to have 
feedback and new volunteers,” says 
Hannley. “Our station is only as good 
as our volunteers, so if you’ve got an 
idea, we’d like to hear it.” 

For more information visit www.
cjly.org. 
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Darnell Stephens was one of a group of Lucerne school students that created a program of 
music and poetry for broadcast on Kootenay Co-op Radio.
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Christmas greetings to all of our friends
from Andrew, Dan, Trevor and Families

COMMUNITY

Secret Garden Toys
wishes readers of the Valley Voice

a Safe and Happy Holiday!

Bucky Balls

Tired of desktoys that 
only do one thing?

Loads of 
Playmobil...

Hydraulic Machines
Science 
without 
friction!

Deluxe Crokinole 
Game – 7 in 1

Store Hours:
Monday - Saturday 9:30 - 5:30
Sundays 11:00 - 4:00

Extended Holiday Hours
beginning December 15
455 Ward St. Nelson
250-352-9114 • email: sgtoys@telus.net

Nakusp – year 
in review
by Jan McMurray

With $6.5 million in funding 
flowing into Nakusp over the past few 
years, the completion of several big 
capital projects is in sight.

The big one in 2010 was the 
Emergency Services (EMS) building, 
which will house the fire department, 
ambulance and Search and Rescue. 
Mayor Karen Hamling says they expect 
to have the Grand Opening in spring 
2011. She reported that despite a huge 
effort to find all the funding for the $2.3 
million project without borrowing, the 
Village will owe about $50,000 on it 
in the end.

The Village of Nakusp was 
recognized at the UBCM (Union of 
BC Municipalities) conference for the 
innovations in the arena and sewer 
projects that will reduce its carbon 
footprint – the solar panels and heat 
recovery unit at the arena, and the plan 
to use treated sewer water for irrigation. 
Nakusp was also recognized at UBCM 
for being the second community in BC 
to adopt a Wood First policy, and for 
building the first ‘Wood First’ building 
– the EMS building.

However, the first thing Mayor 
Hamling said when asked about 
Nakusp’s achievements in 2010 was: 
“We’ve turned things around at the 
hot springs so we’re not losing money. 
Insulating the pipes, installing a heat 
recovery unit and cutting the hours 
during the winter add up to a savings 
of well over $200,000.” She says exact 
figures will be available at the end of 
January.

The mayor also mentioned the 
work of community groups. “I can’t 
tell you how pleased council is that the 
Chamber is putting on these Economic 
Summit public meetings to help us 
see where we are going,” she said. 
She added that the Music Fest was 
another big hit this year, and that all 
stakeholders are working very well 
together to address issues that impact 
the community.

The biggest challenge in 2010 was 
physician recruitment. Dr. Connolly 
is staying until spring, which is a 
huge help. The IHA has hired a 
recruiter to help Dr. Lea and the 
community committee. The mayor 
also reported that the IHA wants to do 
some administrative shuffling with the 
Arrow Lakes Hospital’s acute care. 
The hospital would still have its acute 
care beds and its emergency room, 
but instead of being under the IHA’s 
acute care, it would be under IHA’s 
community services. Mayor Hamling 
has some concerns with this shuffle.

CLARIFICATION
In the article ‘Charges laid against 

Georges Perriere,’ we neglected to 
attribute the source of the information 
to the RCMP. The article was submitted 
to the Valley Voice by the Slocan Lake 
and Kootenay Boundary regional 
detachments.

CORRECTION
There is an error in the Kaslo council 

notes published in our December 1 issue. 
The $20,000 contribution to the Kaslo 
campground project came from the 
Village of Kaslo’s share of the RDCK’s 
Community Development Fund, not 
Area D Director Andy Shadrack’s share.
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