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by Jan McMurray
Another one bites the dust.
The final two issues of the 

Express  newspaper will  be 
published January 19 and February 
2.

“This decision has been a 
long time coming,” said Nelson 
Becker, owner and publisher of the 
independent weekly newspaper in 
Nelson. “The Express has always 
been challenged economically, but 
after the Nelson Star came into 
the marketplace and divided the 
market three ways instead of two, 
it made it even more challenging.”

Becker says that the Express 
and the Nelson Daily News co-
existed for over 20 years, but he 
is not finding the same situation 
possible now with the Nelson Star.

Black Press, which owns the 
Nelson Star, purchased the Nelson 
Daily News last summer and shut 
it down. Becker points out that 
Black Press owns about 80% of 
the community newspapers in 
BC, and that the rest of Canada 
is also suffering from a corporate 
concentration of media ownership.

“The Star is a very aggressive 
competitor, to the extent that I have 
been unable to raise my rates. I 
can’t charge enough to justify the 
expenses,” explained Becker.

He adds that Nelson businesses, 
also facing economic challenges at 
this time, have made it clear that 
they want lower rates, “which I 
cannot afford to give them.”

However, Becker says he is 
not retiring or moving away. 
Neither is he giving up his location 

by Jan  McMurray
The Ministry of Environment is 

inviting British Columbians to comment 
for a second time on its plans to renew 
BC’s water laws. The second round of 
public consultation began on December 
17, following the release of the policy 
proposal on a new Water Sustainability 
Act.

A press release issued by the 
ministry states that the public comment 
period will “continue into January 
2011.”

To view the Policy Proposal 
on British Columbia’s New Water 
Sustainability Act, visit: www.
livingwatersmart.ca/water-act/docs/
wam_wsa-policy-proposal.pdf.

The Living Water Smart Blog (blog.
gov.bc.ca/livingwatersmart) will be the 
focus of engagement on the proposed 
act. 

Nelle Maxey, who held public 
information sessions in communities in 
our area on the Water Act Modernization, 
has looked at the document and has 
some concerns. She finds the document 
to be unclear on some points. She has 
asked for clarification on the blog, but 
has not received much in the way of a 
response. 

Maxey would like to know if the 

Kootenays are in a priority area, which 
would have more stringent requirements 
for licences, monitoring, etc. She wants 
to know if domestic use licences are 
going to be retained or abandoned. 
She also wants details on how resource 
extraction activities and the legislation 
governing those activities interface with 
the new Water Act.

Maxey is disheartened that trading 
of water licences will be allowed, and 
that instream flows will be based on 
mathematical formulas instead of field 
data. 

She is happy that agricultural water 
reserves are now being recommended, 
but notes that drinking/sanitation water 
reserves for the public are not mentioned.

Maxey points out that a policy 
proposal is very different from 
legislation. “This is just a policy 
recommendation to government. It 
doesn’t mean the draft legislation will 
look anything like the policy. I suggest 
asking for a third round of consultation 
specifically on the draft legislation. I am 
going to ask again for a referendum on 
the legislation after it is drafted.”

WAM: second round of public consultation underway

Nelson Express newspaper to shut down
or his business name. “I’m not 
ruling out the establishment of 
another publication with a different 
business model,” said Becker. 
“And we will likely continue 
with other activities that we 
have participated in, such as the 
Kootenay Express Summer Shorts 
film festival and the Kootenay 
Express 10K Fun Run. I’m a 
community minded person that is 
interested in working with others 
to better my community.”

Becker says he has had lots 
of response from the community. 
“I’ve had people from the whole 
political spectrum express sadness 
and thanks – that touches me 
greatly,” he said. “I feel joyful, 
because the Express has been such 
a success in the community. It has 
reached into everyone’s home and 
it has provided a meeting place for 
people.”

The January 19 issue will 
provide details on why the paper 
is closing down, and the February 
2 issue will provide an opportunity 
for people to write letters to the 
editor and voice their views.

Nelson Becker moved to 
Nelson in 1988 and started the 
monthly What’s On magazine that 
year. After two years, he decided 
to transform the publication into 
a weekly newspaper. “My goals 
changed, along with the perception 
of what I wanted to accomplish. 
In short, I wanted to give my 
community an open forum for 
contact and communication,” 
states Becker in a piece on the 
Express website.

The Valhalla Community Choir celebrated its 25th anniversary at the annual Christmas concert December 17 at the Silverton Memorial Hall. It 
was standing room only with some 240 people enjoying a program that featured Christmas music from a wide range of popular and classical 

composers. Francie Oldham conducted and senior Marguerite Thring was honoured for being one of the few remaining original choir members.
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by Jan McMurray
Canada Post is proposing cuts that 

would affect part-time employees at post 
offices in New Denver, Nakusp, Slocan 
and Kaslo. Overall, the cuts would affect 
72 employees in 44 rural post offices in 
BC and Yukon.

The cuts involve reductions in part-
time employees’ hours. In New Denver, 
one part-timer faces a reduction of four 
hours per week. In Nakusp, one part-
timer is looking at a reduction of six 
hours per week. In Kaslo, all three of 
the office’s part-time employees face 
reductions totalling 10 hours per week. 
Slocan’s part-time employee may lose 
three hours per week. 

The cuts could come into effect as 
early as February 1, reports Carolyn 

Local post office employees face cuts to hours
Elliott, Vice-President of the BC/Yukon 
branch of the Canadian Postmasters 
and Assistants Association (CPAA), 
the union representing the affected 
workers. The cuts “cannot help but 
negatively impact your postal service 
by creating an immediate reduction in 
service levels and extended customer 
wait times, as well as taking wages out 
of your community,” says CPAA BC/
Yukon President Barb Lincoln.

There will be no change to the hours 
of operation at these offices. Colleen 
Frick, Canada Post Corporation media 
spokesperson, said in an interview: 
“The average customer will not see any 
change. We want to be manned fully 
during busy periods.” However, Elliott 
says the workers’ union is concerned 

that customers will notice a difference. 
“CPAA workers serve the counter, so 
less personnel to do that will result in 
lineups for customers. We sort the mail, 
so these cuts will delay the delivery of 
mail. Also, we don’t feel the corporation 
has assessed the merits of each office 
individually – they are looking for hour 
reductions whether they are warranted or 
not. We are concerned that this is purely 
a cost cutting opportunity.”

MP Alex Atamanenko, in a letter to 
Canada Post on this issue, states: “It is 
simply not fair that Canada Post strives 
to cut costs on the backs of our rural 
communities.”

Canada Post has scheduled a 
consultation with CPAA on the proposal 
for January 17.
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Music Special Orders Welcome
Now Open Sunday

Your Best Source for Used 
Books and New and Used CDs

Packrat annie’s
411 Kootenay St. Nelson 354-4722

ULRIKE ZOBEL, LAWYER
PRACTISE RESTRICTED TO: 

CRIMINAL & FAMILY LAW
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
208 Broadway St., Nakusp, BC

 250-265-4372 • 1-877-265-4372
www.ulrikezobel.com

Serving the Arrow and Slocan Lakes

VILLAGE OF 
NEW DENVER

2011 COUNCIL MEETING SCHEDULE
Council Meetings are held at 7:00 pm in the Village of New 
Denver Council Chambers at 115 Slocan Avenue, New Denver, 
BC, on the second and fourth Tuesdays of the month. 

January 11th and 25th   July 12th and 26th 
February 8th and 22nd   August 9th and 23rd

March 8th and 22nd  September 13th and 27th 
April 12th and 26th   October 11th  and 25th

May 10th and 24th  November 8th and 22nd

June 14th and 28th  December 13th and 27th 

Village of 
New Denver

NOTICE
Dog owners in the Village of New Denver are reminded that 
all dogs residing in the Village of New Denver are required to 
have a current dog licence.  There is a $15.00 discount for 
all dog licences purchased by February 15, 2011.

Licence fees are:

Unspayed Female ………………………………………..$50.00
Unneutered Male ………………………………………....$50.00
Spayed Female…………………………………………....$25.00
Neutered Male …………………………………………....$25.00

by Jan McMurray
It seems that New Denver/Silverton 

area residents got the worst of a power 
surge and outage on January 7 that 
affected 2,867 BC Hydro customers 
in New Denver, Silverton, Sandon, 
Rosebery, Summit Lake, Nakusp, 

Burton, and Fauquier.
Several residents have reported 

damage to their electrical appliances 
and equipment, including fridges, 
stoves, dishwashers, washers and dryers, 
computer equipment, geothermal heat 
pumps, thermostats and surge protectors. 
To file a claim for your damaged 
equipment, call BC Hydro Customer 
Service at 1-800-224-9376.

New Denver residents have reported 
seeing spectacular flashes of light 
coming from hydro equipment at the 
New Denver substation and from a hydro 
pole near the recycling depot on Friday 
morning at about 7:20 am, when the 
power went out.

New Denver Fire Chief Leonard 
Casley reported that the fire department 
was called out to a New Denver home 
at the time of the outage because a surge 
protector melted and shot flames across 
the floor. In his own home, the surge 
protector on the breaker panel melted 
and burned some wires in the electrical 
panel. “There was definitely the potential 
for house fires – there were lots of close 
calls from the reports I’m getting,” he 

commented. 
BC Hydro spokesperson Jennifer 

Walker-Larsen said the cause of the 
outage was a tree contacting the 
transmission line approximately one 
kilometre west of New Denver near the 
golf course. “The contact caused some 
damage to the New Denver substation 
and associated equipment, as well as to 
several lightning arrestors on the New 
Denver distribution system,” she said. 
“The equipment was repaired and the 
arrestors replaced.”

She said BC Hydro line crews from 
Vernon received the trouble call and 
confirmed the tree contact during their 
inspection. Crews isolated the damaged 
section of transmission line, and were 
able to restore service to the Nakusp 
substation by 10:45 am. Service was not 
restored to the New Denver substation 
until 4:30 pm, when the damage was 
repaired.

Telus spokesperson Shawn Hall 
reported that Telus surge protectors were 
destroyed in the incident. “Our surge 
protectors did their job and protected 
our equipment. The power surge did 

not damage any telephone equipment, 
just the surge protectors,” he said. “It’s 
important to have protection,” he added, 
suggesting that people purchase the more 
advanced power bars that switch off in 
the event of a power surge.

Telus has battery and generator 
back-up so that there is still telephone 
service when the power is out. However, 
cordless phones will not work during 
power outages because they require 
A/C power, so Hall recommends that 
everyone have a corded phone on 
hand. Also worth noting is that Telus 
back-up batteries can run out of power 
in prolonged outages, which is what 
happened in Rosebery during the January 
7 incident. When the batteries ran out, 
crews hooked up a diesel generator, but 
there was no phone service for about 
two hours because poor road conditions 
delayed the arrival of the generator.

BC Hydro electricians had been 
working at the New Denver substation in 
the days leading up to the Friday outage. 
Walker-Larsen said they were installing 
a state-of-the-art circuit breaker on a 
distribution circuit, and that this work 
was not related to the outage.

The New Denver area experienced 
an overnight power outage over the 
holidays, from 11:11 pm on January 
1 to 5:25 am on January 2. Walker-
Larsen said BC Hydro believes this 
overnight outage was caused by an 
animal contacting their equipment.

Power surge causes damage and prolonged outage in New Denver area

Kaslo Trailblazers 
bridge light-up sets 
festive mood
submitted by Kaslo Trailblazers

A full moon tracing shadows on 
freshly fallen snow, tea light lanterns 
glowing softly from the Trailblazers 
bridge and Christmas lights sparkling 
over the Kaslo River. This is what 
approximately 80 Kaslo residents 
enjoyed on the shortest day of the year 
when they came out to socialize with 
their neighbours and friends at the Kaslo 
Trailblazers’ third annual winter solstice 
event. Thanks to a wonderful group of 
volunteers, the trail from the highway 
to the bridge was cleared and sanded, 
the fire pits and tiki lanterns were lit and 
the hot chocolate was ready to be served 
when the first friends began arriving at 
about 4 pm. While the adults socialized, 
the kids enjoyed sliding on the hillside or 
playing hide-and-seek around the trees in 
the moonlight. The Kaslo Trailblazers 
are pleased to sponsor this free annual 
winter solstice event and would like to 
thank all volunteers, members, financial 
supporters and community partners for 
making Kaslo so fantastic a place to live.
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Castlegar Search and Rescue is looking 
for a volunteer or two to help with 

administrative tasks including monthly 
financial assistance (Simply Accounting 

experience would be an asset). 

On searches we require a person to 
help with scribing, filing, and inventory 

tracking. 

If you could be that person please call 
Marc at 250.304.8746, Lori at 250.226.6927 

or Gary at 250.226.6979.

Heritage Credit Union
Call for Director Nominations

The Board of Directors of Heritage Credit 
Union is seeking nominations for two posi-
tions for directors for 3 year terms.  Informa-
tion and nomination packages may be picked 
up in the branches after January 14, 2011.  
Interested candidates must return completed 
forms by 5:00 p.m. on February 14, 2011 
to the Secretary to the Board of Directors 
at Head Office, #100 – 630 – 17th Street, 
Castlegar, B.C.

by Art Joyce
At a time of unprecedented political 

chaos in BC, the province’s two leading 
parties are scrambling to fill a vacuum 
in their leadership. The BC NDP have 
three official candidates and the Liberals 
five. But the tactics for supporting these 
potential new leaders are quite different. 

The BC NDP are currently on a 
membership drive to sign up as many 
supporters as possible, so that members 
can vote for their choice of party leader 
on April 17. Electoral legislation requires 
members to be in good standing for 90 
days prior to a leadership vote. Three 
generations of Nelson-Creston NDP 
MLAs lent their efforts to signing up new 
members on the streets of Nelson last 
week. Current MLA Michelle Mungall, 
the recently retired Corky Evans, and 
veteran MLA, Lorne Nicolson were 
pounding the pavement, clipboards in 
hand.

“If you want to vote on April 17 in 
the BC NDP leadership election, you 
have to be a paid-up member by January 
17,” says Mungall. “So we’re giving 
people every opportunity to sign-up and 
have their voice count. It’s the only way 
to make sure that your voice gets heard.”

The Liberals by contrast are already 
generating some controversy in their 
leadership race. Candidate Christy 
Clark, ranked as the odds-on favourite 
in a December Ipsos Reid poll, has 
complained that the number of sign-up 
books available to her has been limited. 
The Liberals had stipulated a limit of 
120 books of 6,000 sign-up forms each. 

“Our first question is why 
would anybody restrict the number 

BC Liberals and NDP offer motley crew of leadership candidates
of membership books available to 
sign up members to the party?” asked 
Clark campaign co-chair Sharon White. 
“They’re allocating less than three books 
per riding.”

Meanwhile some ridings already 
had 60 or 70 extra books to start with, 
explained Liberal MLA Harry Bloy, in 
particular the ridings supporting Kevin 
Falcon’s leadership bid. The Liberal 
executive voted to increase the number 
of sign-up books to 240 in response to 
Clark’s concerns. So far, Bloy is the only 
member of caucus to support Clark, 
despite her popularity in the polls. Many 
sitting MLAs have announced their 
support for Clark’s main rivals, Falcon 
and George Abbott. 

The other Liberal contenders are 
current BC Attorney General Mike de 
Jong, Parksville Mayor Ed Mayne, and 
MLA for Vancouver-Langara Moira 
Stilwell. De Jong may already have 
botched his chances by letting two ex-
government aides in the BC Rail fraud 
case off the hook for legal expenses and 
then falsely claiming the Liberals were 
investigating the decision. Government 
employees involved in legal proceedings 
must pay expenses if convicted; the two 
aides in question had their $6 million 
legal fees covered by the Liberals. 

The NDP had their fair share of 
leadership controversy when marijuana 
activist MLA Dana Larsen declared his 
candidacy. NDP President Moe Sihota, 
perhaps hoping to avoid embarrassing 
the party, claimed Larsen’s membership 
dues were unpaid. Larsen refuted this, 
showing himself to be a paid-up party 
member. Mainstream party members 

viewed the celebrity endorsement of 
Larsen by comedian Tommy Chong 
as a joke. In 2008, when videos were 
circulated of Larsen smoking marijuana 
and taking LSD during his campaign to 
become MLA, he voluntarily withdrew. 
Larsen’s platform centres around 
increased democracy, sustainability, 
social justice and alternative approaches 
to crime, including legalizing marijuana.  

Other NDP leadership candidates 
are Fraser-Nicola MLA Harry Lali, and 
Powell River-Sunshine Coast MLA 
Nicholas Simons. Lali surprised many 
when he said that he was appealing 
to a disenfranchised aging white male 
population. However he stressed at 
a speech in Merritt that he is not an 
establishment candidate. “My candidacy 
is about the people, about the rank and 
file members of the BC NDP.” Lali 
said party quotas aimed at attracting 
candidates who are female or minorities 
are anti-democratic, and he believes rural 
BC voters need a stronger voice.

Simons, along with Lali, was among 
the so-called ‘Baker’s Dozen’ of 13 
MLAs who pressured NDP leader Carole 
James to resign. Simons promised a new 
approach to politics that ensures people 
are included in the democratic process. 
Dissident MLAs were alarmed by James’ 
increasingly anti-democratic approach to 
leadership decisions. Simons, a former 
director of health and social development 
with the Sechelt Indian Band, presided 
over the 2003 investigation into the death 
of a 19-month-old aboriginal girl. Sherry 
Charlie died after a savage beating by 
her great uncle, Ryan George, who had 
previous convictions for violent offenses. 

An aboriginal social services agency 
had placed the Port Alberni toddler in 
his home. Simons claimed the Liberal 
government tried to change his report 
several times and delayed its release 
until after the 2005 election. He said he 
entered politics because he felt there was 
a need for politicians who recognized 
that expediency shouldn’t trump sensible 
policy-making. 

Others considering a bid for NDP 
leadership are Mike Farnworth, Adrian 
Dix and official opposition energy critic 
John Horgan, though none have formally 
declared. Dix is considered by some to 
be tainted by his association with former 
Premier Glen Clark’s corruption scandal. 
MP Peter Julian has decided to remain 

in federal politics to build support for a 
majority NDP government in Ottawa. 
‘Green’ voters may be disappointed to 
learn that George Heyman, BC Sierra 
Club executive director, will not be 
making a bid for the NDP leadership. 
Simons however has declared his 
support for the Sustainable BC policies 
adopted by the NDP.

The BC Conservative Party is 
holding a convention to elect a new 
leader on May 28. The party will be 
accepting applications from leaders 
between March 1 and March 29. The 
deadline for membership to be eligible 
to vote in the leadership race is May 7, 
2011 at midnight, 21 days before the 
leadership convention.

submitted by Abra Brynne
Put three or more people in the same 

room and it seems that inevitably the 
conversation turns, at some point, to food. 
This basic of our life is embedded in a 
complex system with huge implications 
for the quality and cost of the food that 
eventually winds up on our plates. Given 
how important food is, it only makes 
sense to plan for it and to find the ways to 
support a secure supply for those plates.

The Regional District of Central 
Kootenay has committed to developing 
a plan for agriculture for our region 
that also supports a secure food supply 
for area residents. Brynne Consulting 
was hired to create that plan. Part of 
our work in doing so was to travel to 
nine communities and hear what area 
residents think about farming and 
food access here. Each meeting had 
significantly more than three people 
in it and the conversations were full, 
passionate and productive.

We heard that given the small 
parcels of land available in much of the 
region, high value crops are important for 
the farmer to make a go of it. We heard 
that one of those high value options, 
meat, can no longer be grown on most 
farms since the only legal option for 
processing is a single slaughterhouse 
in the RDCK operating only one day a 
week. People told us of their visions to 
start communal farms and the challenges 
of finding land and creating agreements 
that support the group effort in the long 
term. Others told us that they were forced 
to limit the diversity of their crops in 
order to focus on the ones that can be sold 
in a market dominated by cheap imports.

RDCK Agricultural Area Plan update
We heard a lot about the challenges 

of farming here – but we also saw great 
passion and commitment, despite all 
those odds, to growing food. There 
are those who just want to grow it 
for themselves, and many who want 
to re-create the systems of old that 
supported two Nelson-based creameries 
and fruit and berry production and 
processing. Affordable, good farmland 
is not necessarily where the markets are 
– so we were involved in brainstorming 
ways to ship local food to communities 
in the region. We heard a lot of support 
for the Agricultural Land Reserve and an 
awareness of how precious and limited 
the good farming land is in most of our 
region. But we also heard that people 
want to enable multiple families to 
farm together, or enable the elders to 
continue to live on the farm when the 
next generation takes it over.

The ideas and issues are many in a 
food system that is mostly determined 
by regulations and agreements made 
at higher levels of government than the 
RDCK. However, we have the ear and 
the commitment of our local government 
to this agricultural plan, so we need 
to make the most of this opportunity 
to express our ideas and find ways the 
RDCK can consider implementation of 
those options within its purview that are 
acceptable and affordable.

Brynne Consulting is currently 
writing up all that we heard and the 
information we have gathered about 
farming in our region into a background 
document that will provide the basis and 
rationale for the eventual agricultural 
plan. We will continue to seek input 

through February and then present a draft 
agricultural plan to the RDCK in March.  

This project is funded in part by 
the Investment Agriculture Foundation 
of BC through programs it delivers 
on behalf of Agriculture and Agri‐
Food Canada and the BC Ministry of 
Agriculture and Lands. The Regional 
District of Central Kootenay is supplying 
matched funds and administrative and 
technical support. More information: 
www.agplan.ca.

Abra Brynne is the Principal 
of Brynne Consulting and has been 
working in one way or another in the 
food systems of the RDCK for 20 years.
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OPINION

EDITORIAL / LETTERS POLICY
The Valley Voice welcomes letters to the editor and community news 

articles from our readers. 
Letters and articles should be no longer than 500 words and may be 

edited. We reserve the right to reject any submitted material.
Please mark your letter “LETTER TO THE EDITOR.” Include your 

address and daytime phone number for verification purposes.
We will not knowingly publish any letter that is defamatory or libelous. 

We will not publish anonymous letters or letters signed with pseudonyms, 
except in extraordinary circumstances.

Opinions expressed in published letters are those of the author and not 
necessarily those of the Valley Voice.

Canada Inc.
So now that Mr. Campbell 

has more or less privatized BC, 
maybe we should continue the 
job, slice through the hypocrisy of 
modern government and privatize 
it, incorporate it.

Let’s sell it off. No more taxes, 
no more ugly elections, no more 
silly, incompetent and untrustworthy 
political parties or politicians. We’ll 
sell shares and no longer endure the 
illusions of democracy. 

Canada Inc. After all, the 
economy is our highest priority. 
Buy enough shares and you can 
have your place in Cabinet (or 
rather, the board room). The Prime 
Minister (or rather, CEO) is relieved 
of unwarranted public pressure and 
is only accountable to the board. 
Good business practices are the only 
constraints.

Obviously, the board has to 
have healthy consumptive masses 
to realize the broadest profits to 
discharge its responsibilities to its 
shareholders. There will be great 
savings of efficiency.

Don’t worry – it will all trickle 
down. God bless us.

Perry Bauer
Kaslo

Supporting 
local agriculture 
is important

Thank you for the detailed report 
on the RDCK Agricultural Plan in 
your December 15, 2010 issue. I 
operate Tulaberry Farm, a certified 
organic farm in Passmore, selling 
at the wonderful Nelson Farmer’s 
Market every week for the past nine 
years. Many customers tell me their 
concerns about both food security 
and rising food prices. 

I agree with the comments made 
in your report. Local citizens should 
tell our RDCK representatives 
that supporting local agriculture is 

important. We want officials to be 
creative and strong in protecting 
the quality and sustainability of our 
food supply. They need to consider 
the easy and the difficult options. 
For instance, a small tax increase to 
hire technical support for local food 
production may be a smart move – if 
the alternative is high-priced imports 
from countries with lower standards. 
You are what you eat!

Judi Morton
Passmore

Developing a 
relationship 
with God

Over the past couple of months, 
John Perkins has written several letters to 
the Valley Voice expressing his atheistic 
viewpoint. After much thought, I have 
decided that his letters require a response. 
As interesting as a debate would be, it 
would also be folly to argue each point 
because the existence of God is not 
determined by debate. Either God exists 
or He doesn’t. Since John has shared the 
conclusion of his spiritual search, I also 
wish to share mine.

John stated that reading the Bible 
through three times was part of his 
spiritual search. I have also read the 
Bible through many times but have 
come to a different conclusion regarding 
the existence of God. While reading the 
Gospel of John as open-mindedly as I 
could, I discovered that God designed 
me to know Him personally and to 
have a rich, full and meaningful life, 
but my desire to run my own life 
created an irreconcilable gap in that 
relationship. This gap was so great that 
the only solution was for Jesus Christ to 
step out of eternity into time to rescue 
me. In the ultimate demonstration of 
love, Jesus died for me and now offers 
me forgiveness, a restored personal 
relationship with Him, and a certain hope 
for life after death.

Even after being convinced of the 
truth of this, it took me a number of 
years to finally relinquish control and to 
invite Him into my life. At that moment 
I became spiritually alive and began to 
understand God’s ways as never before. 
That was 45 years ago; my chief regret 
was that I waited so long. God has been 
faithful over these years and I look 
forward to what He has in store for me 
beyond life here on earth. I can’t think of 
anything more important in this life than 
reserving a room in Heaven.

Daryl Henke
Fauquier

Insult
I n  t h e  r e c e n t  M P A l e x 

Atamanenko’s householder mailing 
paid for with tax dollars, there is a 
discussion about Old Age Security 
(OAS) payments. Bold print on its 
second page summarizes his point: 
“Despite three years of economic 
turbulence, the Harper government 
has raised OAS payments by a 
measly $1.50 a year.”

This statement is an absolute 
fabrication and totally wrong.

T h e  O A S  p a y m e n t s  a r e 
recalculated quarterly and increased 
according to the rate of inflation, but 
not reduced in the case of deflation. I 
am not aware of any change in the way 
the OAS increases have been handled 
under the Harper administration from 
previous governments.

Bank records that I have show 
that the OAS payments in January 
from 2006 through 2010 were 
$484.63, $491.93, $502.31, $516.96 
and $516.96 respectively. The final 
payment in 2010 (October through 
December) was $521.62. Further, the 
OAS website shows the 2011 January 
payment at $524.23.

The insult is on the NDP and 
our MP for their complete lack of 
knowledge on the subject or rabid 
partisanship to mislead the Canadian 
public with the public’s money. 
I expect better from our elected 
representatives.

Alan Wait
Grand Forks Obituary for the 

Rule of Law
Rule of Law born June 15, 1215, 

died December 13, 2010
It is with sadness and the deepest 

of regrets that we announce the death 
of the Rule of Law in the area of 
consumer products. Born in England 
with the Magna Carta, the Rule of Law 
immigrated to Canada and flourished. 
She influenced courts and politicians 

alike. Despite the odd setback, everyone 
thought she was alive and well. Her 
influence seemed to be widespread, 
supported by Canadians from coast to 
coast who enjoyed the protection from 
state excess that she provided. At times 
great fanfare accompanied efforts to 
ensure that she would live among us 
forever. Most notable of these efforts 
was the Canadian Bill of Rights in 1960, 
and the Canadian Charter of Rights and 
Freedoms in 1982.

In retrospect, it is clear that the 
environment that led to Her death was 
the complacency of the very citizens 
she was so diligent in protecting. We 
so believed that she would be among 
us forever that we were not watching 
to see that she was in danger. Sadly, 
the danger struck quickly. With the 
exception of brave Liberals in the senate, 
all four parties in the House rammed the 
Consumer Product Safety Bill (C-36) 
through Parliament in record time. The 
Rule of Law was blind-sided by the 
Bill, and despite efforts to revive Her, 
She was declared dead by the senate on 
December 13, 2010.

With Her passing, the state can now 
take control over private property in 
the area of consumer products, and in 
some cases keep the property, without 
any court supervision of any kind. This 
can be done in secrecy, so that the rest 
of us will not know of families being 
destroyed by unchecked state discretion. 
State discretion without independent 
court supervision (see the definition 
of “tyranny” in any dictionary) is 
anathema to the Rule of Law, and led 
to her demise.

The family, the grieving citizens of 
Canada, requests that instead of flowers, 
donations be given to those groups 
seeking to preserve the few fundamental 
freedoms that, although under attack, 
are still on the endangered species list.

Shawn Buckley
Natural Health Products 

Protection Association

Weather station 
will benefit all who 
use Nakusp airport

I’d like to correct some inaccuracies 
in an article called ‘Airport to be fitted 
with weather cam,’ which appeared in 
the December 22 Arrow Lakes News.

First, the article stated that the 
camera is being purchased by the 
Arrow Lakes Hospital. In fact, neither 
the Arrow Lakes Hospital nor the 
IHA contributed. The equipment 
was purchased by the Arrow Lakes 

Hospital Auxiliary and the Arrow 
Lakes Hospital Foundation.

Second, the article stated that 
the equipment was “primarily meant 
to bolster their helicopter med-evac 
capabilities.” Not so – while it may be 
of assistance to helicopters, it is hoped 
to foster fixed-wing evacuations, 
which are far less expensive.

Third, “the camera will be hooked 
up and broadcast online to places like 
the Village website and Nav Can.” 
The equipment is designed to be 
compatible with Navigation Canada. 
Anyone can access the information by 
logging onto the Navigation Canada 
website.

Here is some background. For 
many years, our local physicians in 
Nakusp have had serious concerns 
relating to inadequate access to med-
evac. Several requests for med-evac 
have been denied due to a lack of 
knowledge of local weather conditions.

In October, the Arrow Lakes 
Hospital Auxiliary and Arrow Lakes 
Hospital Foundation were approached 
by Dr. Connelly, who asked that we 
fund $6,000 for a feasibility study to be 
conducted by Searidge Technologies, 
a company with a record of installing 
weather stations both nationally and 
internationally. The request was 
approved and cost shared equally by 
the two organizations.

The report was received in 
November and met the expectations. 
The Auxiliary and the Foundation 
agreed to share the additional $49,470 
cost to purchase the weather station. 
Canadian Mountain Holidays has 
agreed to install and maintain the 
equipment at their cost. As the station 
will be located on property owned 
and managed by the Village, they 
have been approached to include the 
equipment in their insurance policy. It 
has evolved into a cooperative venture 
that will enhance flying safety and 
opportunity not only for med-evac but 
for all who use the local airport.

Over the years, the Auxiliary and 
Foundation have each been able to 
donate several hundred thousands of 
dollars to the hospital and other health-
related endeavours.

This has only been possible due to 
the continued generosity and support 
of our communities.

We feel that it is important that our 
supporters are made aware of the effect 
of their donations.

Mike George
Chair, Arrow Lakes 

Hospital Foundation
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Is it the water in 
Nakusp?

I’ll say this for John Perkins: he’s 
got stamina. Is it the water in Nakusp, 
or does he import some unique 
elixir? As a general rule, people who 
have chosen to cross swords with 
my intellectual habits have bogged 
off much earlier, especially once 
they’ve realized that I spent some 
very dedicated and appreciative 
time with the social sciences before 
I discovered the greater wisdom 
of philosophy, theology, and the 
Catholic Church, which, in spite of 
its numerous failings in its personnel, 
is still the best deal in town for those 
who really want to live life to the 
full. Mr. Perkins can read about 
some of these adventures in my 
blog, the Kootenay Ranger, now 
halfway through its second year on 
the internet. And if he will name his 
ancient English university, I might 
send a stiff note to its chancellor. 

I have an instinct that today’s 
lesson should be fairly short, so I’ll 
deal with only two of Mr. Perkins’ 
manifold gaffes.

The first, Shakespeare. To 
honour the Bard in a real and genuine 
fashion is to recognize, from the 
plain evidence of his manifold 
texts, that dear old William had no 
problems with the reality of Jesus 
Christ as the Son of God, nor the 
practical necessity of the priesthood. 
Any other reading of his plays makes 
an idiot of the critic. I say this with a 
certain amount of passion because I 
found his dramas of great use in the 
years when I was putting my two 
oldest grandsons and the daughters 
of a friend of ours through their 
catechism and confirmation classes, 
having taken them out of the hands 
of a none-too-intelligent priest.

The second, the sentence 
“People who hear voices nowadays 
are always diagnosed, if they should 
seek treatment, as having a mental 
illness.” In my long experience as 
a mystic who first heard voices and 
saw Christ at just five years old, the 
so-called doctors of such treatment, 
especially the ones in mortal sin, 
get the hell out of my way as fast 
as they can. A lot of priests, it must 
be said, react just the same way, 
even in Rome. They know me as 
a counsellor’s counsellor, that is, 
a spiritual director. Of Popes, of 
saints. Mr. Perkins of Nakusp, and 
indeed anybody, may find this out for 
themselves, should they like to drop 
into my study, as have done so many 
worthy souls over the past decades. 
Happy New Year.

Ken Lamb
Nelson

Mandatory voting 
and pro rep 
would change the 
game in BC

In the Art Joyce story on James 
stepping down as leader of the NDP, 

MLA Michelle Mungall stated: “Our 
focus must now be on getting ready 
to make a government rooted in 
democratic principles and the values 
important to citzens.”

MLA Katrine Conroy said it was 
important to “ensure the people of 
this province will be heard.”

Nice words, correct words, but it 
will take more than words, especially 
vague words. What exactly will the 
NDP do to “make a government 
rooted in democratic principles” and 
“ensure the people of this province 
will be heard”?

I have two suggestions. One 
is mandatory voting with a $1,000 
fine if you fail to show up at the 
polling booth! The second is to 
revive the Citizens’ Assembly on 
Electoral Reform and have all the 
different formulas for proportional 
representation put to the people! 
Although I think the simplest way 
to do it would be to keep the current 
boundaries and just have people 
vote numerically, 1, 2, 3… for the 
candidates in their riding according 
to preference.

On mandatory voting. It is 
working well in places like Australia, 
where they’ve had huge voter turnout 
since instituting it. We’ve tried 
asking nicely with little results. 
Perhaps if people are penalized 
monetarily they will finally take an 
interest! We can always repeal it if 
it doesn’t work!

On proportional representation, 
Campbell pulled a fast one on us last 
time. Instead of allowing the people 
to review all the options – there were 
several – he insisted the Citizens’ 
Assembly present only one. The 
Assembly chose the one they thought 
was best. It and the status quo were 
put to us. Campbell did this for one 
reason – to limit the chances it would 
pass. He and his party did not want 
any electoral system that had the 
potential to take away his majority!

Many argue the economy is the 
most important issue. I disagree. I 
believe the economic problems are 
caused by runaway, unrepresentative 
governments that do not listen to the 
voters except near election time. 

In order to stop the majority 
left-right paradigm shifts that lead 
to diametrically opposed economic 
policies, we need a system of 
governance the people can reel in.

We would not have a government 
paying fraudsters’ legal bills, running 
up deficits, or selling off our most 
valuable assets, followed by one 
trying desperately to reverse the 
trend, alternating ever few years. 

With more representative 
government ,  wi th  a l l  par ty 
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  ( i n c l u d i n g 
Independents) it would be very 
unlikely for one party, or one 
ideology, to run away for several 
years before being reigned in.

If the NDP are serious, they will 
come out firmly in favour of both 
mandatory voting and proportional 
representation. They will explain to 
the people how pro rep will help to 

ensure economic stability by giving 
the people more power over their 
elected representatives.

There are many things the NDP, 
or any other party, could do to win 
the next election. But the two I’ve 
mentioned above are game changers 
and deal breakers. The party that runs 
with them will win the next election, 
provided they explain how these 
things will lead to stability and more 
say for the people!

What’s  more ,  these  two 
legislative items would very likely 
ensure we never have another 
Gordon Campbell, with a runaway 
majority, ever!

Will Webster
Kaslo

Remembering 
Tom Elgie

I’m sure that many Valley Voice 
readers knew songwriter/musician 
Tom Elgie. Tom passed away in 
Neepawa, Manitoba at 9:15 pm 
on December 15, 2010, a victim 
of a rare form of heart cancer. His 
life-mate Susi and granddaughter 
Lavender, age 14, now have to 
manage the large acreage of back 
country where they raise horses, 
without Tom. As they head into the 
long cold Manitoba winter to grieve, 
I pray that the miracle of spring will 
revive their spirits and strengthen 
them for the hard tasks ahead. 

I met Tom back in the early ’70s 
when we were both young touring 
songwriter/musicians on Vancouver 
Island. We played the same lounges, 
coffeehouses, bars, restaurants and 
halls. At Coombs we played at 
the Coombs Country Opera, and 
later we were both involved with 
the establishment of the Coombs 
Bluegrass Festival. It was Tom, 
and our mutual friend Julia, who 
brought me to the Kootenays to 
stay for good. When I started up 
Canadian Art and Talent Services 
(CATS) in Nelson in 1982-83, Tom 
along with Myrna Koodrin and 
Randy Kewen formed Luke Jackson 
and the Outriders and were among 
CATS’ first clients. Susi worked at 
CATS and ran the booking agency 
part of the business. Years later she 
told me, “I never in my wildest 
dreams would ever believe that Tom 
Elgie and I would become a couple.”

Tom and Susi fell in love 21 
years ago when Tom was visiting 
Silverton from Vancouver where he 
was working in the movie business. 
We all gathered up at Joe Trozzo’s, 
Randy, Myra, me and maybe even 
David Haslebacher, there was a 
huge gang of us, and everyone 
played music. Susi lived down the 
valley in Vallican at the time, so we 
phoned her to ask her to come. Her 
truck was broken down so someone 
would have to go get her. Tom and I 
hopped into my van, picked her up 
and brought her to the party. The rest 
is history. We all watched them fall 
in love right before our eyes!

Tom eventually moved onto 

Susi’s little homestead, met 
Olin McKay and all the other 
valley musicians and formed the 
Buddhagrass Boys. Even after 
Tom and Susi moved to a bigger 
homestead near Cherryville, the 
Buddhagrass Boys stayed together. 
It was only when they moved to 
their present huge ‘ranchstead’ in 
Manitoba that the band dissolved. 

Tom made so many records and 
albums that I am unable to tell you 
the total. He wrote screenplays and 
movie scripts, and was an expert in 
the history of the old Canadian and 
US West. One of his screenplays was 
The Bluebell Mine Incident, and its 
locale was near Riondel here in the 
Kootenays. He was a man of many 
accomplishments and he had the 

heart of a cowboy, likely because he 
was born and raised in Ashcroft, BC 
close to his old friend and mentor 
Clark Jackson, World Champion 
bull rider 1931, and raiser of horses 
just like Tom and Susi ended up 
being. Full circle. Susi said that 
when he died he looked just like 
those old dead cowboy photos of 
Wild Bill Hickock, Billy the Kid, 
etc. She said she had a fantasy about 
placing the playing cards aces and 
eights (the ‘deadman’s hand’) in 
Tom’s hand and then taking a last 
photograph of him. One of Tom’s 
best songs was Aces and Eights, 
the story of the death of Wild Bill 
Hickock. Tom would have liked that.

John White
New Denver 

SUPER WINTER 
CLEARANCE SPECIALS
4 FT MINI FOLDING SCAFFOLDING/ TOOL CADDY (SERIES 400)
 500 LB CAPACITY/CASTORS/PLANKS 
 reg. $172.85 SALE $129.70

ARBORITE - 4 x 8 LAMINATE 
 various colours (in stock only) 
 reg. $69.95ea   SALE $ 52.00ea 

5 PCS LUGGAGE SET “MCBAINE” 
 reg. $149.99  SALE $79.95

¼”  4’ x 8’ Vipsum Decorative Gyproc “ Spectrum Sky
 no taping/ no mudding/ no sanding/ no mess
 reg. $32.80  SALE $26.50

COLUMBIA SKY LIGHT  2’X 4’ FIXED
 CURB MOUNT DOUBLE GLAZED
 reg. $159.55  SALE $119.99

Bathroom Vanity Cabinet  36” x 18” x 34”  2 door/ drawer
 Dark Walnut / Classic elegant white marble top/sink
 reg. $649.00  SALE $559.00

White 3 shelf unit  12” x 24”x 36” 25lb/shelve
 reg. $26.99  SALE $12.95

Heavy Duty Industrial Metal Shelving/Storage Rack  
 4 shelf..77”x 24” x 72”
 reg.  $234.99  SALE $199.95

King 28deg Framing Nailer/brad nailer& bonus stapler
 reg. $210.25 SALE $179.95

Floor Lamp Halogen 72” Black
 reg. $32.99 SALE $15.00

Bathroom Lav Sink  porcelain oval - 4” centers
 reg. $34.99  SALE $24.95

Regency Medium Wood Stove 
 “pedestal base”/airmate black door 
 reg. $1616.00 SALE $1500.00

All items in stock only • limited quantity 
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Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work, 
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal

WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS
359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539

3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

Mines Act: Notice of Work and 
Reclamation Program Permit Application
FrontCounter BC Cranbrook has accepted applications made by 435862 BC 
Ltd. (contact: James Norn, ph: (250) 551-4608 of Nelson, BC, on behalf of 
the Ministry of Natural Resource Operations, Mining and Minerals Division, 
Southeast Region for the purpose of sand and gravel extraction situated on 
private land approx. 10.5 km north of Winlaw. The proposed application is 
situated at Lot 1 District Lot 8945 Kootenay District Plan NEP75196 (approx. 
10.5 north of Winlaw off Hwy 6, lat. - 49º41’42”, long. - 117º27’56”. The MNRO 
File Number that has been established for this application is 1630530 (South 
Lemon Pit). Written comments concerning this Mines Act application should 
be made to the Chief Inspector of Mines, c/o the Natural Resource Officer 
at 1902 Theatre Road, Cranbrook BC  V1C 7G1.

Please not that the Chief Inspector does not have a mandate to consider the 
merits of the proposed mine from a zoning or a land use planning perspective.

Comments will be received by FrontCounter BC until January 14, 2011. 
FrontCounter BC may not be able to consider comments received after this 
date. The Mines Act application will be available for viewing at FrontCounter 
BC in Cranbrook and at the Service BC office(s) in Nelson and Trail.

Be advised that any response to this advertisement will be considered part 
of the public record. For information, contact the FOI Adviser at MNRO.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
BYLAW NO. 654, 2010 AND BYLAW NO. 655, 2010

VILLAGE OF NEW DENVER COUNCIL CHAMBERS
115 SLOCAN AVENUE, NEW DENVER, BC

7:00 PM, TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 2011
Pursuant to Sections 890 and 892 of the Local Government Act, a public 
hearing will be held to consider the following bylaws of the Village of New 
Denver: “Village of New Denver Official Community Plan Amendment Bylaw 
No. 654, 2010” and “Village of New Denver Zoning Amendment Bylaw No. 
655, 2010”.  

The purpose of Bylaw 654 is to amend the Official Community Plan to reflect 
the changes required under the Local Government Act and Climate Action 
Charter, and to reflect changes brought about through the public consultation 
process as follows:

1. Amend Section 1 through Section 3 to reflect recommendations made 
in the Village of New Denver Sustainability Plan for the protection of 
water quality to ensure the health and resilience of the village’s water 
supply and ecosystem.

2. Amend Section 4 – Residential to allow secondary suites in single family 
dwellings and to allow an accessory residence in Residential Zones, 
provided they conform to minimum health and safety requirements and 
regulations set out in the Zoning Bylaw.

3. Amend Section 8 – Park Spaces to address the reduction of invasive 
plant species.

4. Amend Section 9 – Public Utilities and Services to explore options for 
the drilling of a third drinking water well.

5. Insert New Section 12 – Climate Change to reflect the recommendations 
and requirements under the Local Government Act and Climate Action 
Charter.

The purpose of Bylaw 655 is to amend the permitted usage in R1 Single 
Family Residential and R2 Two Family Residential to allow for the use of 
“Accessory Residences” and to establish the regulations governing them 
as follows:
 
6. Amend Section 3 – Definitions to provide a definition for an “Accessory 

Residence”.

7. Insert Section 4.18 – Accessory Residence to establish regulations for 
an “Accessory Residence”.

8. Amend Sections 6.1 – 7.2 and Section 15 to reflect regulations 
for “Accessory Residence” size, buildings per parcel and parking 
requirements.

The above is a synopsis of the proposed bylaw and is not deemed to be an 
interpretation of the bylaw.  Copies of the aforementioned bylaws may be 
inspected at the Village of New Denver Municipal Office, New Denver, BC, 
between the hours of 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. daily, except Saturdays, Sundays 
and Holidays, from the date of this notice to the  1st day of February, 2011.

     Carol Gordon, CMC
     Administrator

Village of 
New Denver

VILLAGE OF 
NEW DENVER

NOTICE
Subject to Section 166 of the Community Charter, the Council of the Village of 
New Denver invites public consultation in the preparation of the Village’s 2011 
Five Year Financial Plan.  Council welcomes public input from residents of 
the Village with regards to items of concern they would like to see addressed 
in the budget.  Please submit your comments to the Village of New Denver 
Municipal Office by 4:00 p.m. on Tuesday, March 1, 2011.  Village of New 
Denver Municipal Office, 115 Slocan Avenue, P.O. Box 40, New Denver, BC 
V0G 1S0,  Phone: 250-358-2316   Email:  newdenver@netidea.com

    Carol Gordon, CMC
    Administrator

by Michael Dorsey
• Council gave the zoning and OCP 

bylaw amendments two readings, and 
directed staff to set a date for the required 
public hearing before third reading and 
final adoption. 

• Council directed staff to prepare 
a building bylaw that reflects the 
provisions of the RDCK building bylaw. 
Mayor Wright noted that the amended 
RDCK building bylaw had been adopted 
by the RDCK board. 

• Councillor Bunka reported that the 
Heritage Advisory Committee had met 
with the Kyowakai Society to discuss the 
transfer of administration to the Village. 
Administrator Gordon reported meeting 
with Claudia Jupp to discuss the society’s 
finances. 

New Denver council, December 14: OCP and 
zoning amendments to go to public hearing

• Council received the final drafts 
of the Statements of Significance for the 
Nikkei Centre and the Silvery Slocan 
Museum. They made minor changes 
to content and grammar, then approved 
adoption.

• Mayor Wright reported that the 
New Denver postmistress had requested 
that council address the issue of cuts to 
employees’ hours at Canada Post. One 
employee of the New Denver post office 
is facing a cut from seven hours per week 
to three hours per week. Council was 
informed this would not affect service 
to the public, and took no action.

• Public Works and Water reported 
that the Greer Park pump was now fully 
operational.

• Reporting on RDCK news, Mayor 
Wright informed council that John Kettle 
was the new chair and Hilary Elliott the 
new vice chair. He showed council the 
handmade gavel set he received as a 
retirement gift.

He also noted that the Resource 
Recovery Plan was approved, and 

reported that the West Waste Region will 
contract with the Central Waste Region 
to accept its waste at the Ooteschenia 
landfill. The Central Waste Region 
includes Kootenay Lake communities 
of Meadow Creek, Kaslo, Ainsworth, 
Nelson and Salmo, which have used 
the landfill in Salmo in the past. The 
West Waste Region, including Arrow 
Lakes and Slocan Valley communities, 
will benefit from the additional tipping 
fees generated from Central Waste 
communities at Ooteschenia. Wright 
reported that the RDCK was predicting a 
substantial tax decrease in 2011 because 
of this arrangement.

Wright noted that the Greenhouse 
Gas Select Committee had submitted 
its report to the board and that the 
Community Sustainable Living Bylaw 
was adopted, with a 2.4 cents per 
thousand tax cap.

• Councillor Campbell reported 
that the Chamber of Commerce AGM 
would be held January 16 at Knox Hall, 
with speaker Deanne Monroe (Basin 
Business Advocates) and wine and 
cheese refreshments.

• Council received for information 
a response letter from resident Sabrina 
George, who declined council’s invitation 
to come and make a presentation. George 
stated she was “only interested in taking 
part in projects that involve everyone’s 
opinion,” and further noted that she 
did “not feel the information would be 
received without prejudice.”

• Council approved a request from 
John Fyke (father-in-law of Cory Peck, 
who is building on his lot across from 
the Village office on Bellevue Street) 
for permission to move a 20’ storage 
container on site, with the provision of 
a signed undertaking for a removal date.

• Accounts Payable were approved 
for November 2010 in the amounts 
of $50,280.59 General and $2,423.50 
Water.
Sinixt drawing and writing 
contest deadline extended
submitted by Elisabeth von Ah

The Young Voices for Slhu7kin’ 
Perry Ridge Wilderness Preserve 
drawing and writing contest deadline 
has been extended to January 31. 

Teachers and schools have asked 
for more time to submit drawings and 
writings to the contest. The original 
deadline of December 21 was set in 
consideration of the Sinixt Court Case 
scheduled for January 10 in Vancouver, 
but we wouldn’t want to miss a single 
entry.

The theme of the contest is ‘The 
Forest, The Water, The Animals and 
Us.’ There will be two age categories: 
3-18 and 19-24. Write stories, poems 
or songs, or draw pictures, posters, 
cartoons on paper up to 11X17 inches. 
Dropoff locations for contest entries 
are at Sleep is for Sissies, Winlaw; 
Slocan City Learning Centre; and Otter 
Books, Nelson. Winning entries may be 
published online and in book form. All 
proceeds go to Sinixt nation and Perry 
Ridge (www.sinixtnation.org / www.
perryridge.org). To view the submission 
gallery go to www.slocan.inthekoots.
com/make-your-young-voice-heard.

For more information contact 
Elisabeth at  250-355-2536 or 
youryoungvoice@gmail.com. 



January 12, 2011   The Valley Voice  7COMMUNITY

WANTED 
TO BUY: 

CEDAR AND 
PINE POLES
John Shantz

• 250-308-7941 (cell)

Please contact: Gorman 
Brothers Lumber Ltd.

250-547-9296

Corporation of the 
Village of Slocan

The Royal Canadian Legion Slocan Valley Branch has submit-
ted an application to the Liquor Control and Licensing Branch 
for a Liquor-Primary Club License. 

The facility is a private club and will cater to members and 
guests only.

Village Council is required to consider the liquor licence ap-
plication and provide comments and recommendations to the 
Liquor Control and Licensing Branch. The application process 
requires Council to consider the views of residents and receive 
public comments on the application.

Council will be considering the application at their meeting of 
February 15, 2011 and will accept written comments on the 
application up to February 4, 2011. Residents may provide 
verbal comments on the application at the February 15, 2011 
Regular Meeting of Council starting at 7:00 p.m.

   Jack Richardson
   CAO

NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC 

HEARING
Bill 27 – Greenhouse Gas Emission Reduction Targets

Amendment Bylaw to Official Community Plan 1967

5:30 pm, January 27th, 2011 
Knox Hall, New Denver 

NOTICE is hereby given that a Public Hearing will be held at the dates and 
locations as noted above to receive representations from all persons who 
deem it in their interest to make representations regarding proposed Amend-
ment Bylaw 2193-1967.

The intent of the proposed amendments is to bring the RDCK unto compli-
ance with Bill 27 (Green Communities Statutory Amendment) by inserting 
Greenhouse Gas Emission Targets, Policy and Objectives into each Official 
Community Plan (OCP) and Rural Land Use Bylaw (RLUB) as is a require-
ment of Provincial legislation.

The Public Hearing on Bylaw 2193-1967 is to be held by Director Walter 
Popoff, Electoral Area H as a delegate of the Board. 
 
A copy of the Board resolution making the delegation is available for public 
inspection along with a copy of Bylaw 2193-1967 as set out in this notice.

Written submissions for or against the proposed amendment(s) can be 
read, or verbal submissions made, at the Public Hearing. If you are unable 
to attend the Hearing, written submissions must be delivered to the Regional 
District of Central Kootenay, prior to 4:00 pm on the day before the Hearing.  
Submissions may be delivered by:  

mail – Regional District of Central Kootenay, Box 590, Nelson, BC 
V1L 5R4; fax – (250) 352-9300; e-mail – plandept@rdck.bc.ca; or by 
hand to the Nelson address below.  Please direct enquiries to Meeri 
Durand, Planner at (250) 352-8162 or toll-free 1-800-268-7325.

The aforementioned proposed bylaw may be inspected from January 6th, 
2011 to January 27th, 2011 both inclusive, on the web: www.rdck.bc.ca and 
at the locations and times as follows:

Planning Department Office, Regional District of Central Kootenay, 202 
Lakeside Drive, Nelson, B.C., between the hours of 8:30 am to 4:30 pm, 
Monday to Friday, closed statutory holidays, and the Creston Building 
Office

DATED at Nelson, B.C. this 6th day of January, 2011.

Dawn Attorp
General Manager of Corporate Administration

by Jan McMurray
• Reports on the operation of 

Springer Creek RV Park in 2010 were 
received. The financial report shows total 
revenue as $13,583.04 for the season, 
which is comparable to previous years. 
Under the Village’s contract with the 
contractor, the contractor received 75% 
of revenues and the Village received 
25%. The Village’s share was $4,568.

Expenses, however, were $3,000 
more than the budgeted amount, at 
$14,353, mostly because of vandalism 

Slocan council, December 13: RV Park report received
at the washrooms and the re-surfacing 
of dangerous sections of RV Park roads. 
The Village has applied for a $1,700 
Community Tourism grant for the road 
improvements. If this is approved, the 
cost overruns will be partially offset.

A report from the contractor, Gail 
Morris of Slocan Gardening Concepts, 
indicates that she would like to renew 
the contract for two more years. It also 
includes several recommendations 
on how revenues could be increased. 
Council directed staff to enter into 

negotiations with Morris for a two-year 
extension to the contract, and to research 
her recommendations and report back 
to council.

• Council received a proposal from 
Patricia Dehnel to update Slocan’s OCP 
at a cost of approximately $20,000. The 
proposal was forwarded to the OCP 
committee for their information and 
comment.

Council budgeted $30,000 for an 
OCP review process in 2010, but when 
they issued a Request for Proposals, 
proposals came in significantly over 
budget.

Dehnel completed the Age Friendly 
survey for Slocan in 2010 and is familiar 
with the village.

• Council agreed to make council 
chambers available at no cost to Nicole 
Laframboise for her Dog Owner 
Education sessions (no dogs allowed).

• The Village will participate in 
the Provincial Woodstove Exchange 
Program. Anyone interested in upgrading 
to a more efficient woodstove can 
receive up to $350 in rebates. Contact 
the Village office for information.

• Water rates will increase by 5% 
in 2011.

• Council adopted a Water User 
Fee Policy, to regulate how funds are 
collected to operate the water utility 
system and to maintain funds in the 
Water Reserve Fund, and a policy to 
regulate the sale of Village lands.

• The lease agreement for the 2005 
Ford F550 dump truck expires February 

28, 2011. The Village has the option to 
purchase the vehicle ($10,665 plus taxes) 
or extend the lease for 12 months at a 
total cost of $11,448. Council authorized 
the purchase of the truck.

• Council agreed to a two-year 
renewal of the Licence to Occupy 
agreement with the Slocan Valley 
Outriders Assocation for the lands on 
Arlington Road.

submitted by Slocan Valley Recreation 
Commission

The weather didn’t cooperate last 
year, but this year will be perfect for 
Hockey Day in Winlaw. Slocan Valley 
Recreation will once again attempt to get 
some Olympic quality action happening 
behind Sleep is for Sissies on Sunday, 
January 16 at 11 am. 

It’s a homegrown hockey game 
where everyone gets the chance to grab 
the glory. Bring your skates, stick and 
safety gear to Kevin’s great rink. All ages 
and genders are invited.

Going for the gold: Hockey Day in Winlaw
Teams will be created with a mind 

on balancing skills and maximizing fun. 
Each team will represent a  country and 
maybe have a march around the rink to 
start. There’ll be a round robin qualifying 
round before the elimination rounds 
begin. A great way for families and 
friends to be part of the ‘big game.’ You 
don’t have to be a Gretzky to make this 
team. Pre-made teams may be acceptable 
as well. Admission to the event is a 
donation to the Slocan Food Bank.

For more information contact Slocan 
Valley Recreation at 250-226-0008.

submitted by Slocan Valley Recreation 
Commission

Slocan Valley Recreation is pleased 
to offer the free outdoor program Winter 
Women 55+ for the inactive female 55 
and older. The program commences on 
Saturday, January 15 at 11 am at the 
Slocan Park Hall. Those participating 
in Winter Women 55+ will get guided 
instruction on snowshoeing and cross-
country skiing as well as a weight 
training segment. Snowshoes are 
available, as are some cross-country 
skis through the Seniors on Bikes and 
Skis program. The program begins 
with a fitness assessment being done 
before adventuring out on snowshoes 
and builds into six Saturday morning 
sessions where the group will travel 
along the Slocan Valley Rail Trail. Well-
known seniors fitness instructor Helen 
Kissinger will be leading the group.  As 
well, there are four mid-week sessions 
of weight training at which participants 
develop the muscles needed to pursue 
the activity. Once confidence is built, the 
group will reach into a short backcountry 

Outdoor winter fun for women 55+
adventure complete with local biologist 
Shanoon Bennett explaining the amazing 
biodiversity and natural history in our 
valley. This program is made possible 
with funding from ProMOTION Plus, 
BCRPA and 2010 Legacies Now.

For more information, or to register 
for this program contact Slocan Valley 
Recreation at 250-226-0008
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Drop-In Bingo & Spaghetti 
Dinner with Shirley Wyatt’s 

Special Sauce
Spaghetti Dinner - $12.00
Sunday, January 23, 2011

Legion Hall
Bingo 1:00 - 4:00 pm

Dinner 4:30 - 7:30 pm
New Denver & Silverton 

residents welcome!
Sponsored by Robertson 
Memorial United Church

This beautiful ginger & white cat 
will be up for adoption soon.  Her 
name is Minny and she is very 
friendly.  If you are interested 
in giving Minny a home, please call 
P.A.L.S. at 250-265-3792 or e-mail 
us at pals-online.ca . 

PALS AGM on February 9 
7 pm at 950 Crescent Bay Rd.

    

Selkirk Realty
WEEKLY SPONSOR:

Kelly Roberts
(250) 265-3635

This beautiful ginger & white cat will 
be up for adoption soon.  

Her name is Minny and she is very friendly.  
If you are interested in giving Minny a home, 

please call P.A.L.S. at 
250-265-3792 or e-mail us at pals-online.ca  

           P.A.L.S. PET OF THE WEEK

PALS AGM meeting on February 9th, 7pm at 
950 Crescent Bay Rd

Meet Minny
P.A.L.S. PET OF THE WEEK

WEEKLY SPONSOR:
Selkirk Realty

Kelly Roberts
(250) 265-3635

www.royallepage.ca

Meet Minny

Agriculture: Challenges and Opportunities
the fifth in a series of Economic Development 

meetings for Nakusp and the Arrow Lakes

Monday, January 24, 7:00 pm
Nakusp Legion Hall

Guest speakers:
 Abra Brynne:  Farm and food consultant
 Jeremy Lack:  Kootenay Local Agricultural Society
 Corky Evans:  former Minister of Agriculture

Whether you eat or grow food, this meeting is for everyone!

submitted by Laurie Page
Monday January 24 is the date 

set for the fifth meeting of Nakusp 
and Arrow Lakes Economic Summit, 
focusing on agriculture. The meeting 
will be at the Legion Hall at 7 pm.

Guest speakers are Abra Brynne, 
a farm and food consultant who is 
connected across the province with 
farmers and farm organizations; 
and Jeremy Lack from Kootenay 

Local Agricultural Society and Mad 
Dog Farm. Corky Evans, former 
Minister of Agriculture and current 
Slocan Valley farmer will also be on 
hand. Local farmers will bring their 
expertise to the panel.

This  meet ing  wi l l  be  an 
opportunity for farmers and non-
farmers to get together and discuss 
the future of agriculture as an industry 
and the need for food security. Do 

you have a plot of land you’d like to 
farm? Do you wonder where your 
food comes from? Are you interested 
in local food production? Are you 
already farming and have some ideas 
about how local agriculture can be 
better supported? This meeting is 
for everyone. The final meeting in 
the series – ‘What’s Next?’ – will be 
held on Tuesday, February 1. Watch 
for details.

Economic Summit meeting on agriculture set for January 24

by Art Joyce
A few rounds of bingo topped off 

with a spaghetti dinner with Shirley 
Wyatt’s special homemade sauce – what 
better way to have fun and contribute to 
your community? Robertson Memorial 
United Church will be holding a 
fundraising event Sunday, January 23. 
Bingo will run from 1-4 pm with dinner 
served from 4:30-7 pm. The cost per 
plate is $12. 

Wyatt was the Citizen of the 
Year award winner in April 2009 in 
recognition of her community service, 
which includes 45 years with the Royal 
Canadian Legion’s Nakusp and Salmo 
branches. She looks after the bingo 
kitchen for the Legion and has catered 
the Robbie Burns celebration for many 
years. Last spring she was granted a 
lifetime membership with the Legion. 
For the Year of the Vet she contacted 
veterans throughout the Arrow Lakes 
region and put on a special dinner in 
their honour. 

“I’ve lived here so long and it’s 
just one thing I can do. Whenever the 
Legion needed meals cooked, I did it. 
I’m getting older now so I can’t do as 
much as I used to.” 

Shirley moved to the Arrow Lakes 
in 1951. When her first husband died 
at 48 she moved away but eventually 

United Church fundraiser to feature bingo, spaghetti dinner
returned to Nakusp with her children. 
While living in Keremeos she ran a 
restaurant. “I used to have people coming 
all the way from Penticton for my apple 
pie.” Wyatt used to deliver for the Meals 
on Wheels program in Nakusp and 
the Valentine’s Day Tea for seniors, in 
addition to volunteering with the Nakusp 
Seniors Association 71. She also worked 
at Halcyon Home as a cook, and has 
catered previous fundraising meals for 
the United Church. She is known for her 
special spaghetti sauce recipe. “I have 
some Italian relatives that give me some 
hints as to how to do it.” 

Organizer Don Mayes says the 

fundraising will go toward Christmas 
hampers, sending kids to camp, and 
general church upkeep. All the bingo 
money raised goes back into the 
community. There were over 80 hampers 
delivered this year, as far as New Denver, 
Burton,  Fauquier, and Trout Lake. The 
hampers are personally delivered by 
volunteers like Shirley. Although she’s 
no longer on the Legion executive, she 
does tai chi every week to keep in shape. 

“I think it’s good for the United 
Church because they have such a 
small congregation and they have a big 
building to maintain. They do a lot of 
good work for the community.”

Shirley Wyatt will be creating her Special Spaghetti Sauce for the dinner, January 24.

by Jan McMurray
• Andrea Coates from Nakusp Minor 

Hockey attended to ask permission to 
use the arena parking lot on February 
12 for a ‘Hockey Day in Nakusp’ event. 
Council agreed.

• Mike Wrede addressed council 
about the Rogers cell tower proposed 

Nakusp council, December 14: Rogers proposed cell tower location questioned
for Zaks Road in Glenbank in Area K. 
Several people attended the meeting 
in support of Wrede’s presentation. 
He explained that he and many others 
are opposed to the proposed location 
for the 135-foot-tall tower, as it will 
affect property values in the residential 
area and will be very visible from the 
village. He said they had asked Rogers 
why the company could not place their 
equipment on the existing Telus tower, 
as per Industry Canada guidelines, but 
had not received a satisfactory answer. 
The citizens feel that if there must be 
a new tower, it would be better placed 
where the Telus tower is on Nakusp 
East Road. “We want Rogers to provide 
documentation showing why co-location 
with the Telus tower is not possible. We 
need all the research to find out why they 
chose this location,” he said. He added 
that when New Denver was fighting 
against the installation of Telus cell 
equipment, the Village amended its OCP 
and zoning bylaws to require council 
permission for such installations.

Council decided to write a letter to 
Rogers, asking for more information, 
particularly on the research the company 
did to determine the location for the 
tower. Council also directed staff to draft 
an amendment to the OCP and zoning 
bylaws similar to New Denver’s for 
council consideration, as well as to write 

a letter to Area K Director Paul Peterson, 
asking him to consider an amendment 
to the Area K OCP and zoning bylaws.

• Correspondence from the Nakusp 
& District Chamber of Commerce asks 
council to consider an increase in the 
fee for service provided to the Chamber 
from the Village. In 2010, the Fee 
for Service Contract was amended to 
increase the fee from $6,000 to $8,000. 
Despite this increase, and an increase in 
revenue from Chamber membership fees 
from $5,000 to $10,000, the Chamber 
anticipates a deficit of $3,500 for 2010.

Council agreed to organize a 
meeting with the Chamber to coincide 
with a budget meeting.

Recently, the Chamber has 
announced its decision to close the 
Visitor InfoCentre this winter, due to 
financial constraints.

• A 2010 campground report from 
the campground manager was received. 
A few issues with the site were outlined, 
such as flooding in the washroom on 
rainy days, danger trees, and security 
issues. Revenue from camping fees 
totalled $56,922.38. The Village 
allocation (50%) was $28,461.19.

• Councillor Hughes reported that 
Recreation Commission No. 4 was 
requesting a budget increase in order to 
provide more grant money to community 
groups. The Rec Commission has not 
seen an increase to its budget for nine 
years. The mayor asked the treasurer to 

contact the CAO at the RDCK to find 
out the maximum taxation allowed for 
the Rec Commission under the bylaw.

• Councillor Mueller reported that 
the RDCK had adopted the Resource 
Recovery Plan. As outlined in the plan, 
the Nakusp landfill will be closed in a 
few years.

• Information on the Community 
Information Kiosk project was received 
from Janet Royko of the Nakusp 
Everybody Club. The club obtained a 
grant from the New Horizons for Seniors 
program to build a kiosk with a solar 
system to power a surveillance camera 
and lighting. Royko was organizing 
a meeting for January 22. Councillor 
Mueller was authorized to attend the 
meeting on behalf of council.

• The Hot Springs Commission 
bylaw amendment was given third 
reading. Councillors Leitch and Hughes 
and Corinne Tessier and Al Ralston were 
appointed to the commission. Council 
authorized the commissioners to select 
a fifth member and to establish terms 
of reference.

• Mayor Hamling reported that 
although council had decided not to 
participate in the RDCK’s Renewable 
Energy Service Establishment Bylaw 
No. 2137, to collect taxation for the 
purpose of researching, investment and/
or construction of renewable energy 
projects, the RDCK board passed the 
bylaw with Nakusp as a participant. 
Council decided to write to the RDCK 
and ask them to remove Nakusp.

The Arrow Lakes Hospital Foundation is wrapping up its most successful Light Up the Hospital campaign 
ever, with over $20,000 raised. As the goal of $12,000 was being reached, the Hospital Auxiliary came 
through with a $10,000 donation. Sharon Jones, president of the Hospital Auxiliary, and Mike George, 
president of ALHF, pose proudly with the thermometer showing the results of the campaign. George 

reported that donations came in not only from Nakusp but also from neighbouring communities such as 
New Denver, Silverton, Edgewood, Fauquier and Trout Lake. There were four donations of $1,000 or more.
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JACOB BUTT
Certified Electrician
Licensed and Insured

Serving
New Denver,

Nakusp & 
the Slocan Valley

FREE ESTIMATES

office: (250) 358-2479
mobile: (250) 505-6182

submitted by Alex Atamanenko’s 
office

The Kaslo Early Childhood 
Coalition is partnering with MP 
Alex Atamanenko (BC Southern 
Interior) to host a public showing of 
the acclaimed film Poor No More, 
featuring Canadian actress and 
comedian Mary Walsh.

The film will show on Wednesday, 
January 19 at the Langham Cultural 
Centre in Kaslo at 7 pm. 

The film’s promotion notes: “We 
were always told, ‘If you work hard, 
things will get better.’ But while 
corporations protected their profits, 
hard-working Canadians’ lives and 
livelihoods have unravelled. The 
recession erased jobs and piled up 
public and private debt, leaving more 
people poor or insecure.”

Atamanenko and moderator 
John Cathro will be joined after the 
film showings by representatives 
of local government and faith, 

Kaslo hosts Poor No More film and forum
education, community service, and 
labour groups in panel presentations 
and open discussion with the public, 
to explore what is happening and 
what can be done to reduce poverty 
and increase economic justice.

“This evening hopes to explore 
issues of poverty and what it looks 
like in our community and region,” 
said Anne Heard, coordinator of the 
Kaslo Early Childhood Coalition. 
Heard has been working with 
Atamanenko’s office to organize 
the evening.

“We hope that this film will help 
spark a conversation about economic 
well-being in our community and 
our country,” said Heard. The Kaslo 
Early Childhood Coalition advocates 
for strategies and resources to reduce 
childhood poverty, including living 
wages, employment opportunities 
and affordable housing. “Affordable 
education and health care are also 
factors in this,” Heard added. 

“I firmly believe that we can 
tackle poverty AND strengthen 
our Canadian economy,” said 
Atamanenko. “This film gives a 
chance for people to see how it has 
worked in other places, and how 
it could be different in Canada. I 
am looking forward to some good 
discussion.”

Poor No More, a film directed 
by Bert Deveaux and produced 
by Suzanne Babin, was released 
in April 2010, and sponsored by 
a wide range of supporters across 
Canada – from the Anglican Church 
of Canada to the United Way of 
Calgary, representing many faith 
groups, social services, and student, 
teacher, and nursing organizations, 
professionals and more.

Further Poor No More forums 
will be held in Castlegar on January 
21 at 7 pm at St. Rita’s Parish Hall 
and Nelson on January 22 at 2 pm at 
the United Church.

submitted by the BC Assessment 
Authority

Although the total value of 
BC’s assessment roll has surpassed 
$1 trillion for the first time in 
history, most local assessment 
rolls have seen a decrease this 
year.

Overall, the Village of Nakusp’s 
assessment roll decreased from 
$257 million last year to $250 
million this year. 

The Village of New Denver’s 
assessment roll decreased from 
$95.7 million last year to $92.4 
million this year. 

The Village of Silverton’s 
assessment roll decreased from 
$48.4 million last year to $46.7 
million this year. 

The assessment roll for the 
Arrow/Slocan Lakes rural area 
decreased from $1.10 billion last 
year to $1.07 billion this year.

The Village of Slocan’s 
assessment roll increased from 
$41.4 million last year to $42.4 
million this year; however, this 
was due to new construction. The 
single family dwelling market 
in Slocan declined just over two 
percent: a house worth $192,000 in 
2010 was worth $184,000 in 2011. 

Little change in property assessments this year
The assessment roll comprising 

Nelson’s rural area remained 
stable at $2.8 billion. 

The  Vi l lage  of  Kas lo’s 
assessment roll increased modestly 
from $184 million last year to 
$185 million this year. A single 
family home that was valued at 
$191,000 for the 2010 assessment 
roll has remained unchanged for 
the 2011 roll. The assessment 
roll for the rural area surrounding 
Creston and Kaslo, and including 
the East Shore of Kootenay Lake, 
remained unchanged from last 

year at $2.1 billion.
The  d i f f e rences  in  the 

assessment roll from one roll year 
to the next reflect changing market 
values for many properties but also 
includes subdivisions, rezoning 
and new construction.

Property owners who feel that 
their property assessment does not 
reflect market value as of July 1, 
2010 or see incorrect information 
on their notice should contact the 
BC Assessment office indicated 
on their notice as soon as possible 
in January.
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by Art Joyce
Captain Jack’s Sport and Marine 

has a fresh young face at the helm. 
Miranda Dahl is the new owner of 
Hook-it-up Tackle, which officially 
opened for business in August. One of 
her first initiatives will be to revive the 
Nakusp tradition of the Blue Knuckle 
fishing derby on January 22-23. 

Miranda’s father Gerry Dahl 
is a recent Silverton resident and 
although she grew up on Vancouver 
Island she spent what she calls “an 
unforgettable time” here between 
ages 11-13. While on the Island she 
did coastal fishing for salmon, and 
spent many summers fishing at Trout 
Lake. After completing high school 
Miranda worked as a camp cook at the 
Trout Lake molybdenum mine. After 
being moving on from the mine she 
heard through a friend that the tackle 
business was coming up for sale. 

“Living off the land is a growing 
interest and that’s what really got me 
sparked. I’m eager for knowledge, I 
want to learn from people who have 
been fishing here their entire lives.”

Thanks to the Community 
Futures program, Dahl is learning 
the necessary business skills to run the 
tackle shop at the tender age of 23. Her 
family provided moral support when 
she made the decision to purchase 
Captain Jack’s Sport and Marine.  

Dahl plans to offer both fishing and 
hunting supplies, and is promoting at-
home sausage making and preparation 
of game meats. Eventually she plans 
to offer these skills in workshops 
but already has a full line of sausage 
making supplies. 

With pro hockey skates costing 
as much as $600, Dahl hopes to 
promote more trading and used sports 
equipment to help families with 
limited budgets. Used skis, boots, 
snowboards, skates, and soccer cleats 
will gradually be added to her stock. 
Her tackle department she considers 
an ongoing learning process and she 
welcomes suggestions from locals. 

Hook-it-up Tackle revives Nakusp fishing derby
Dahl will also be looking into kayak 
and canoe rentals. On Wednesdays she 
will do skate-sharpening. 

“Basically I want to provide 
whatever people need that’s not 
already available in the community. 
I’m interested in self-sustainability 
so that includes fishing, hunting, 
trapping.” 

She hopes to promote a catch-
and-release derby in future but for 
now will go with a regular catch 
derby. The minimum weight for prize 
contenders will be 10 pounds, with the 
largest fish taking first prize. There 
will be no hidden weight category. 
Communication by cell phone or 

VHF radio is important throughout 
the weekend to ensure the release of 
underweight fish. 

The entry fee is $20 with no boat 
entry fee. The first prize will be 50 
percent of total fees, second prize 30 
percent, and third prize 20 percent. 
There will be prizes from derby 
sponsors Lyman Lures, Kootenay 
Fly Company and Three Lions Pub. 
Saturday night there will be specials 
on for all ticket holders at Three Lions 
Pub. Dahl is interested in hearing 
from other businesses interested in 
sponsoring the derby.

For more information contact 
Miranda at 250-265-0005.

Gerry & Miranda Dahl are no strangers to the world of sport fishing.

Robin Sones receives the Governor General Bronze Medallion for excellence in academics 
from Nakusp Secondary School principal Susan Paterson. Robin, an NSS graduate of 2010, 
completed her grade 12 year with an average of 91.7%. She also completed her high school 

education with 122 credits, 42 over the required 80, and had an overall average of 93%. Robin 
is currently attending UNBC in Prince George.

submitted by RDCK
Representatives of the Regional 

District of Central Kootenay (RDCK) 
and BC Hydro met with local residents 
in Burton on January 5 to celebrate 
the conversion of four Arrow Lakes 
community drinking water systems 
to RDCK services. The transfer 
project involved utilities in Burton, 

Transfer of Arrow Lakes water systems celebrated
Edgewood, Fauquier, and West 
Robson that were constructed and 
previously operated by BC Hydro.

In a short ceremony, Mark 
Poweska, director of Generation 
Operations for BC Hydro and Paul 
Peterson, RDCK Area K director, 
thanked staff of both organizations 
as well as the public for their role in 

submitted by Elaine Woods
Winners of the South Slocan Chapter 

of Kootenay Lake Hospital Auxiliary 
Fundraising Raffle, drawn at South 
Slocan Kootenay Savings Credit Union 
on December 21, were: John Blaney (first 
prize, handmade quilt), Deb Jackson 
(second prize, handmade teddy bear and 
twig chair), Karen Spragge (third prize, 
handcrafted wooden stool), Doreen 

Hospital Auxiliary in South 
Slocan announces raffle winners

Rushka, fourth prize, handmade doiley).
The South Slocan Chapter of 

Kootenay Lake Hospital Auxiliary 
continues to work for the betterment of 
health care, meeting monthly in homes to 
produce various items for sale. Members 
also bake delights featured at bake sales 
held several times a year. It is a fun-filled, 
rewarding pastime. People interested in 
joining the group can call 250-359-7489.

The South Slocan Chapter of Kootenay Lake Hospital Auxiliary drew the winners of its 
fundraising raffle on December 21.

making the transfer project a success. 
Following the ceremony, attendees 
were able to speak with RDCK and 
BC Hydro staff about the water 
systems and the conversion process.

As part of the conversion, which 
was officially completed on January 
4, BC Hydro contributed $2 million 
in capital reserve funding to support 
future system upgrades. The utility 
will also pay water rates on behalf of 
existing eligible customers until their 
properties transfer by any method to 
a new owner. Existing customers on 
payment plans are also eligible to 
have BC Hydro pay water rates on 
their behalf if those customers honour 
their payment plan agreements. BC 
Hydro will pay water rates on behalf 
of existing community facilities in 
perpetuity.

Director Peterson stated the 
significance of these contributions to 
the Upper Arrow Lakes area when he 
said “I am very pleased that, because 
of BC Hydro’s future commitments 
to the water systems, residents of 
Burton, Edgewood, and Fauquier 
will collectively save approximately 
$200,000 per year in water rates. 

That money will now remain in the 
communities, where it can contribute 

to the financial well-being of families 
and local businesses.” 

On January 5, despite the weather, representatives of BC Hydro and the RDCK gathered outside the 
Burton pump house to celebrate the transfer of four Arrow Lakes water systems to RDCK ownership. 

L to R: Brian Nickurak (Utility Services Manager, RDCK); Alan Pattinson (Business Services 
Manager, BC Hydro); Christine Boehringer (Project Manager, BC Hydro); Mark Poweska (Director of 
Generation Operations, BC Hydro); Paul Peterson (Area K Director); Uli Wolf (General Manager of 

Environmental Services, RDCK); Hillary Elliott (Vice Chair of the RDCK Board of Directors).
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submitted by Dick Callison
Do you yearn to experience large, 

full-sound, seasoned professional 
bands in a spacious dance venue? On 
Saturday, February 5, three battle-
tested groups will serve up three long 
sets of toe-tapping, booty-shaking, non-
stop R&B at the 19th annual Winter 
Blues Boogie. Returning from last year 
will be Holly and the Blaze Kings and 
the legendary seven-piece No Excuse.

Twelve-Piece R&B band headlines Silverton Winter Blues Boogie
For the past 18 years, enthusiastic 

supporters from Southern BC, Alberta, 
Washington State and Idaho have filled 
the dance floor in the acoustically 
superb venue on the shores of beautiful 
Slocan Lake. The irresistible boogie 
beat, the heritage hall, the scenic 
setting, and the frenetic crowd make 
this the most memorable dance event 
of the winter.

For you diehards, the final set 

of the evening will be the Rockin’ 
Rhythm Blues Review, a 12-piece 
monster that will rattle the rafters 
and shake the shingles of the recently 
restored heritage Silverton Memorial 
Hall. Dancers should come prepared to 
shimmy till the wee hours with visitors 
and guests at this great gathering in our 
small town with the big Attitude.

$15 tickets are advance only, and 
are available at: The Apple Tree and 

Mountainberry in New Denver; SBS 
and the Cup and Saucer in Silverton; 
Cottonwood Kitchen and Urban 
Legends in Nelson; Winlaw Mini-
Mart; Figments in Kaslo; Broadway 
Deli in Nakusp. Out of area travelers 
can reserve tickets and obtain a lodging 
list by contacting Dick and Barbara at 
250-358-7765 or email yeomansb@
netidea.com.

Snacks and a wide variety of 

beverages will be offered, and all 
profits go to the Slocan Lake Early 
Learning preschool program. Don’t 
miss a beat. The joy and excitement 
starts when the doors open at 8:30, 
and music begins at 9 pm. You must 
be nineteen or older to attend.

Find out why the oldest Winter 
Blues party in Southern BC has sold out 
for the past 12 years. Come to Silverton 
Hall and Feel the Heal! 

submitted by Ruth Bumpas 
In spite of wind and falling snow, 

11 birders braved the elements on 
December 29 to count birds for the 
Fauquier-Burton-Needles 32nd annual 
Christmas Bird Count. Seven other 
birders stayed indoors and watched for 
birds coming to their bird-feeders. This 
event is part of the ongoing Audubon 
Society and Bird Studies Canada 
research that is now over a century old. 

During Fauquier’s one-day count, 
35 different species of birds were found. 
Almost all participants saw Steller’s 
jays, northern flickers, ravens and black-
capped chickadees. Along the lakeshore 
were plenty of mallards, common 
goldeneyes and common mergansers. 
Bald eagles were also frequently seen 
by most parties of birders, as well as 
common ravens and American crows. 
The most surprising find was swans 
on Lower Arrow Lake near Needles. 
Because they have been seen several 
times on recent bird count days, this 
may indicate a trend for swans to be 
extending their winter range onto the 

Annual Christmas bird count held in the Arrow Lakes
Arrow Lakes.

The count for bird species seen 
was: Canada Goose 24, swan 6, mallard 
7, bufflehead 17, common goldeneye 
97, common merganser 24, ruffed 
grouse 6, wild turkey 2, horned grebe 
32, bald eagle 9, northern pygmy 
owl 2, belted kingfisher 1, downy 

woodpecker 5, hairy woodpecker 3, 
northern flicker 10, pileated woodpecker 
4, woodpecker species 1, northern shrike 
1, gray jay 5, Steller’s Jay 26, American 
crow 65, common raven 80, black-
capped chickadee 71, chestnut-backed 
chickadee 18, red-breasted nuthatch 
12, winter wren 2, American dipper 

7, golden-crowned kinglet 22, kinglet 
species 1, varied thrush 1, song sparrow 
7, dark-eyed junco 12, red-winged 
blackbird 3, house finch 7, pine siskin 
570, American goldfinch 36, evening 
grosbeak 48.  In addition to these 35 
species, two more were seen on count 
week: great blue heron and northern 

goshawk.
Participants were Terryl Allen, 

Chris and Susan Bampton, Jean Bassett, 
Shelly Bortnick, Logan and Ruth 
Bumpus, Gary Davidson, Eric Day, 
Edith Martin, Sabine Mocikat, Tony 
Netting, Karl Neuls, Jim Prentice, Elaine 
Shoop, Terry Story and Cathy Watson.

submitted by Marilyn Boxwell
How many of us are aware already 

that over 70,000 British Columbians are 
living with the devastating brain disorder 
called Alzheimer’s disease or other forms 
of dementia? A call is being issued to 
join forces in supporting the Alzheimer 
Society of BC by registering today to 
participate in the annual Investors Group 
‘Walk for Memories’ which takes place 
in 20 different communities located 
around the province, on January 30. The 
walk which takes place closest to our 
own region, will be at the Nelson and 
District Community Complex (indoors), 
from 1-3 pm. 

Increasing public awareness of 

Walk for Alzheimer’s to be held in Nelson Community Complex
just what this condition means to 
Canadians, including the 1,600 West 
Kootenay individuals and families 
who are touched by these factors, is 
vital. So let’s get walking! According 
to Alzheimer Society of BC if we fail 
to act in support of medical research 
programs and  developments in hopes of 
successfully finding a cure, the number 
of people suffering from Alzheimer’s 
could double within a single generation.

While recognizing that the lengthy 
travel distance which exists between 
our communities, may be a deterrent to 
direct participation, we can still support 
this important cause by reaching out to 
families and friends who reside within 

the communities which do host an annual 
walk. We can pledge our support by 
helping to spread the word, becoming 
a volunteer, join an existing team or 
starting a new one locally, as well as to 
donate or become a sponsor.

For more information including 
details of how to register, go to www.
walkformemories.com or call the West 
Kootenay Alzheimer Society Resource 
Centre at 250-352-6788 or toll-free 
1-877-452-6788.
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Victory is in 
the quality of 

competition, and not 
in the final score

Slocan Lake 
Home Hardware
New Denver • Slocan

Play for the love of the game!
Arrow Lakes Ready Mix

Nakusp • 250-265-4615

Good 
Sportsmanship 

always pays 
off!

Happy Hockey Week!

Nakusp • 250-265-3644

Hockey 
builds 

character!

Minor Hockey Week 
Celebrates our young 

players!
Paul Peterson, 

RDCK director, Area K

NAKUSP GLASS

Practice good 
sportsmanship in 
both hockey and 
life!

Willow Home Gallery
250-353-2257

Kaslo, BC

Saddle Mountain 
Medical Clinic

84 Broadway • Nakusp 
250-265-3694

Nakusp Peewee House Falcons: Front row: Dugan McInnes, Dane Bateman, Kobe Nishida, Viktors Vilks, Ryan MacDonald, David Faucher. 
Middle row: Pat McCrory (asst coach), Logan Hascarl, Reese McCrory, Ken Nishida (head coach), Hailey Herridge, Benjamin Gardner, Jody 

Bateman (asst coach). Back row: Arturs Vilks, Jordan Deakoff, Jake Williams, Austin MacDonald, Jacob LaPlante.

Nakusp Midget Rep Falcons: Front row: Ryan Bateman, Kris James, Cameron MacPherson, Mitchel Hascarl, Brody Simpson. Middle row: Joel James (asst 
coach), Jordan Trenholm, Mitchell Zorn, Levi Cordingley, Jacob Balske, Rod Zorn (asst coach). Back row: Ryan Struck (asst coach), Kellan Nishida, Bryce Cann, 

Dylan Hascarl, Andrew Likness, Jade Streliev, Zac Wethal (head coach). Missing: Daryl James (asst coach), Doug MacPherson (trainer), Lisa Bateman (manager).

Nakusp Midget House Falcons: Front row: Tyson Cann, AJ Hughes, Josh Rivers, Jesse Jensen, Nathyn McInnes. Back row: Brett Mengler, Zachary 
Friedenberger, Immanuel Ens-Palmer, Rusty Reimer (head coach), Connor Reimer, Kylie Gardner, Quentin Volansky. Missing: Maxwell McCoy, Nicolas Watson.

Nakusp Atom Falcons: Front row: Jackson Herridge, Timothy Barisoff, Brody Herridge, Reid Bateman, Eric Vieira. Middle row: Madison McCrory, Anthony 
Maxinuk, Alex Roberts, Killian McCrory, Adam Volansky. Back row (coaches): Jody Bateman (asst), Rodney Volansky (head coach), Pat McCrory (asst).

Nakusp Initiation Ice Devils: Front row: Aiden Hascarl, Lucas Robins, Tegan Abbott, Emma Suhr, Brody Wanstall, Dakoda Fizzard, Kyle MacDonald. 
Middle row: Wyatt Petterson, Devon Coates, Noah Fizzard, Ledger Coates. Back row (coaches): Kevin Petterson (asst), Darryl Fizzard (asst), Wayne 

Abbott (head coach), Hans Suhr (asst). Missing: Thomas Steenhoff, Jude Harrison-Mowbray, Robert Coates (asst coach), Keith Steenhoff (asst coach).
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Front Street 
Market

411 Front St. • Kaslo • 353-2331

Thanks to all 
the parents, 

coaches 
and kids for 

keeping Minor Hockey 
alive in our community!

Minor 
Hockey 

builds 
character!

The 
Corporation 

of the Village 
of Slocan

Play for 
the love 
of the 
game!

Proudly Supporting Minor Hockey

The Natural Choice
More than just a Health Food Store

422 Front Street • Kaslo, BC
250-353-2594

www.cornucopiakaslo.com

The Village of 
Kaslo  celebrates 
our young hockey 

players during 
Minor Hockey 

Week

Play hard, have 
fun!

Eric’s
Meat

Market
Salutes our National Winter 
Sport during Minor Hockey 

Week, 2011!
425 Front • Kaslo • 353-2436

Minor Hockey helps 
kids reach their 

goals in life!

Now 
sharpening skates!

6510 Highway 31 
Kaslo • 353-2533

North Kootenay
Veterinary Services

Kaslo 
Automotive
400 4th St. • Kaslo • 353-2645

Good Sportsmanship 
always pays off!

Enjoy Minor Hockey 
Week 2011

Real Estate in Kaslo and 
North Kootenay Lake 
www.century21kaslo.com 
kul@century21kaslo.com 

250-505-4722
Century21 Mountainview Realty Ltd.

Celebrate Minor 
Hockey!

Congratulations to all the players, and 
especially to the coaches and parents 
who support Minor Hockey.  You always 
win with teamwork!

408 Front St, Kaslo • 250-353-2666

Celebrating Minor Hockey Week, 2011!

Kaslo Mohawk
250-353-2205

405-4th St. • Kaslo

Kaslo Bantam Winterhawks: Front row: Ashlee Herridge, Haley James, Shawn Ellard, Heidi Haegedorn, Hannah Enns. Back row: Coach Pat Haegedorn, Breanna 
Tate, Rachel McKenzie, April Settle, Daniella Hansen, Katherine Haegedorn, Coach Aaron James. Missing: Coach Sarah Burns, Savanah Cockrell, Jesse Lay.

Kaslo Midget Winterhawks: Front row: Scott Mitchell, Ryan Tate, Connor Robertson, Peter Reimer, Ava Collier. Middle row: Dominic Weber, Glen Walker (Coach), Matt 
Guttensohn, Mike Guttensohn (Trainer), Vale Conrad. Back row: Alic Moore, Shawn Sicotte, Gillis Leathwood,  Ross Jacobs. Missing: Coach Rob Tate, Andrew Pelletier.

Kaslo PeeWee Winterhawks: Front row: Avery Enns, Conor McIntyre, David Grisales, Catalina Hartland, Mikenna Hansen, Cole Bendis, Ish Baker. Middle 
row: Miezka Weeks, Sage Wilton, Ethan Early, Ayden Boulton. Coaches: Shane Abbey, Glen McRae. Missing: Coaches Joe Johnson and Murray Pearson.

Kaslo Atoms Winterhawks: Front row: Ellie Cox, Elijah Havers, Emily Early (goalie), Charlene Lay, Harley Command. Middle row: Allison Bendis, Brendan 
McIntyre, Ember Hartland, Rowan Wiltse, Jordan McKinney. Back row (coaches): Rick Wiltse (asst), Eric Early (head coach), Shane Abbey (goalie coach).
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Practice good 
sportsmanship in 
both hockey and 
life!

Galena Contractors
Nakusp • 250-265-4100
www.galenacontractors.com

308 Broadway St, Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0 • 250-265-2226

Hours of operations for January and February ONLY  
9:30 to 5:00 pm – Tuesday to Saturday

Closed on Sundays and Mondays
Snowshoe rental available – only $15 a day

Call us for details
Little Mountain, your community’s outdoor gear store for the whole family

Play Hard, Have Fun!
We carry 
Nakusp 

Hockey team 
socks and 

other hockey 
accessories!

265-4406

24-HOUR TOWING

wishes all the
players and coaches 
a Happy Minor 
Hockey Week!

Nakusp • 250-265-4012

Celebrating the 
young athletes in our 

community!
Minor Hockey 

Week, 2011

510 Broadway, Nakusp, BC
250-265-3662

Congratulations to all the players on a great 
season, and enjoy Hockey Week!

Arrow Lakes Welding &
Scot Norsemen Enterprises

Congratulations 
Nakusp on your 

Nomination for Kraft 
Hockeyville 2011!

Yack & 
Whack
salutes Minor 

Hockey in Kaslo

Hi Gillis!
420 Front St. • Kaslo 

353-2236 

Hockey helps kids 
score life’s big 

goals!
Celebrating Minor 

Hockey Week!

250-353-2955

by Jan McMurray
Will Nakusp be crowned Kraft 

Hockeyville 2011 and win $100,000 
for arena upgrades and an NHL pre-

Nakusp goes for Kraft Hockeyville 2011 title
season game in Nakusp, broadcast 
live by CBC? 

Well, the website says the winning 
‘Kraft Hockeyville 2011’ will be a 

community with tons of spirit and a 
fierce passion for hockey. That sure 
sounds like Nakusp. 

Andrea Coates, fundraising 
manager for Nakusp Minor Hockey, 
has nominated Nakusp for the Kraft 
Hockeyville title, and is getting the 
whole community involved.

She is doing a fantastic job – 
Nakusp is already way ahead of other 
nominated communities in terms 
of the number of stories and photos 
submitted.

The first thing people should do 
to support Nakusp’s nomination is 
to go to www.krafthockeyville.ca 
and submit a story and photo about 
hockey in Nakusp. Stories should 
be 500 words or less, and must be 
accompanied by one to three photos. 
Stories and photos can alternatively 
be mailed to Kraft Hockeyville, 205 
Wellington Street West, Toronto, 
Ontario  M5V 3G7. The deadline for 
stories is January 30. Stories will be 
judged on community spirit, passion 
for hockey, and originality. 

Nakusp businesses are getting 
involved by decorating their windows 
in Coates’ ‘Paint the Town Red’ 
campaign (red and white are the Kraft 
Hockeyville colours), and local graphic 
design company On the Marks is 
printing ‘Nakusp is Kraft Hockeyville 
2011’ T shirts. Video footage of the 
town done up like Hockeyville will be 
posted online.

A ‘Rally in the Valley’ is in the 
works for January 21, featuring a 
Midget Rep hockey game at the arena, 
with junior and senior novice players 
(ages 4-7) scrimmaging during the 
intermission. Spectators are asked to 
wear red and white, paint their faces, 
and bring noisemakers to support the 
Nakusp nomination for Hockeyville. 
KBS Radio will be on site to cover 
the rally. Coates is still looking for 
someone to videotape this event.

On February 12, which is Hockey 
Day in Canada, Coates has organized 
a shinny hockey tournament in the 
arena parking lot with all Minor 
Hockey players participating. As soon 

as word got out about this event, other 
organizations stepped forward to get 
involved. The curling club will have 
a mini bonspiel; the figure skating 
club will hold a competition; and the 
snowmobile club will offer rides in 
the soccer field. The ski club will host 
a Torch Light Parade & Chili Cook-
off the night before at Summit Lake 
Ski Hill.

It seems that it will be tough to beat 
Nakusp’s community spirit.

Here is how the Kraft Hockeyville 
sponsors decide who wins. Based on 
the submitted stories and photos, a 
panel has to choose the Top 10 – two 
communities from each of the five 
regions: Pacific (BC/Yukon), West, 
Ontario, Quebec and Atlantic. The 
Top Ten will be profiled on CBC TV 
on March 8.

Then the online voting starts to 
determine the Top Five. From March 
8 to 13, people can vote either online 
or by phone. On March 12, the Top Ten 
will get a bit more air time on CBC’s 
Hockey Night in Canada. On March 
19, the Top Five will be announced. 
Then another round of voting from 
March 19 to 21 will determine the 
winner, to be announced April 2 on 
Hockey Night in Canada, which will 
be broadcast live from the Top Five 
communities.

The winning community will 
receive a trophy and $100,000 from 
Kraft Canada to upgrade its home 
arena. Also, an NHL pre-season 
hockey game will be hosted in the 
community’s arena, with a live CBC 
Hockey Night in Canada broadcast 
of the game. The remaining four 
communities from the Top Five each 
receive $25,000.

Coates says some ideas for upgrades 
to the Nakusp arena include extending 
the bleachers along the entire length of 
the ice, and installing a wheelchair lift 
on the stairs. However, she says the 
Village, which owns the facility, should 
be involved in the decision-making, as 
should the entire community. “I think 
the entire community should have a 
say,” said Coates.

Coates has also set up a Facebook 
page as a way for people to keep in 
touch. “Just type in ‘Kraft’ and it will 
pop up,” she says.

Kaslo Senior Novice Winterhawks: Front row: Joseph Surina, Julian Enns, Sage Matthews, 
Aza Hofmann, Layla Tyers, Justin Anderson. Middle row: Kaleo Lampimaki, Mia Surina, 

Colton Hawes, Jacob Chymko, Kailen Coghlan. Back row (coaches): Ryan Tate, Ken Austin. 
Missing: Caelan McCarthy and Coaches Scott Gillies and Marsh Hawes.

Kaslo Junior Novice Mackers Attackers: Front row: Kye Surina, Sean Eckland, Mailey 
Williams, Ahma, Mica Hawes, Alexander Shaw, Braden Ward, Landon Young, Quinn McRae. 
Back row: Nicholas Tait, Gavin Toporowski, Alivia Ward, Ethan Gray, Aiden Wilson. Coaches: 

Shawn Wilson (asst), Jamie Gray (head coach), Mike Guttensohn (asst).
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BUYERS OF CEDAR 
& PINE POLES

Mike Casey  cell   344-8477
Offering planning, management 
and sales for Woodlot Licences 

and Private Land Owners.

P.O. Box 4, 
Brisco, B.C. V0A 1B0

Phone (250) 346-3315
Fax (250) 346-3218

TOLL FREE 1-866-346-3315

WOOD PRESERVERS LTD.

MANAGING 
YOUR MONEY

with the VanderBoom Team, 
Investors Group Financial 

Services Inc.

Planning to live 
longer

An old saying remarks: “what 
a difference a day makes.” But how 
about 10 years or even 20? What kind 
of difference would that make to your 
retirement planning? That’s something 
you really need to consider.

It has been common to plan for a 
retirement that ends around the average 
Canadian life expectancy of 80 years. 
But Statistics Canada tells us that people 
are living longer. The fastest growing 
portion of the population is those 80 
and over, and the trend is expected to 
continue. By 2011, the number of people 
over 80 is expected to exceed 1.3 million.

The longer-life expectancy of 
Canadians is great news – but it also 
means that you should prudently plan 
for a retirement that could extend to 
your 90th birthday… and perhaps 
beyond. That means more funding for 
a longer time. Take this example of a 
woman who retires at age 65, puts her 
retirement savings into investments held 
within a Registered Retirement Saving 
Plan (RRSP) that earns six percent*, 
and draws $3,000 through a Registered 

Retirement Income Fund each month 
(without indexing). Ignoring taxes, she 
would need to have $375,425 to last until 
age 80. However, if she needed income 
to age 100, she would need $543,160 or 
$167,735 more at age 65.

Here’s another factor to consider: 
65 is no longer considered the ‘normal’ 
retirement age. Early or phased-in 
retirement and ‘progressive’ retirement 
are concepts rapidly gaining in 
popularity. The retirement concept 
you choose will affect your retirement 
income needs, pension plan entitlements, 
RRSP wind-down dates and many other 
aspects of your financial plan.

Your RRSP eligible investments 
are a great tax-savings income-builder 
but there are regulations limiting the 
total amount you can contribute and that 
makes it unlikely your RRSP alone can 
deliver the level of income you’ll need 
for a long, fulfilling retirement. So you’ll 
have to augment your income through a 
portfolio of non-registered investments 
that do attract taxes – and they must 
be carefully selected to minimize your 
yearly tax bite while maximizing long-
term returns.

Your health needs to be considered, 
as well. You intend to stay healthy during 
your retirement, but age does bring 
with it elevated health risks. Increased 
longevity makes it even more important 
to protect against the financial burden 
of illness and disability through critical 
illness, long-term care and other forms 

of supplemental health care insurance.
The question you need answered 

is: ‘What if?’ ‘What if I live longer 
than expected – or die sooner than 
expected?’ ‘What if I become ill or 
incapacitated – or my spouse does?’ The 
VanderBoom Team will help answer 
‘What if?’ questions like that. We can 
run projections based on different 
assumptions and provide important 
information on the ‘longevity’ of your 
retirement plan. Make a difference this 
day – talk to The VanderBoom Team 
about living long and living well. 

(*The rate of return is used only to 
illustrate the effects of the compound 
growth rate and is not intended to reflect 
future returns on investment.)

• Georges Perriere of Slocan was 
sentenced in Rossland Provincial 
Court on December 21 to nine months 
house arrest, after pleading guilty to 
charges of production of marijuana and 
possession of marijuana for the purpose 
of trafficking. Perriere will be required to 
remain inside his residence 24/7, except 
for scheduled activities approved by 
the court or his corrections supervisor. 
He has also been ordered to abstain 
from the consumption of alcohol. The 
court also ordered a forfeiture of the 
$15,000 cash seized as proceeds of crime 
and forfeiture of the drugs and drug 
paraphernalia. Perriere and his two sons 
were arrested on August 23 after tending 
to a large grow operation on Crown land 
near McKean Road in Winlaw. The 
grow operation was composed of three 
individual sub-sites, with a combined 
total of 657 plants. While on scene, 
police seized a vehicle belonging to 
one of the suspects, as well as $15,000 
cash found in the vehicle. The cash was 
divided into nine bundles.

• Grow operations were found on 
a Springer Creek Road property in 
Slocan on December 30 and 31 when 
police executed two search warrants 
on two residences on the property. Two 
males and two females were taken into 
custody. The search revealed that two 
buildings on the property contained 
active marijuana grow operations, 
resulting in the seizure of over 50 
healthy plants. The sheer size and mass 
of the plants was noted by police – each 
plant had a potential yield of multiple 
ounces and collectively many pounds. 
One of the buildings also contained a 
room filled with multiple pounds of 
drying marijuana. A loaded, insecure 
9mm handgun was also recovered from 
inside the main residence on the property. 

Notes from the RCMP
submitted by Kootenay Boundary RCMP

This is the third time in the past year 
that a loaded firearm was seized from a 
property containing a grow operation in 
Slocan. On the two previous occasions 
a loaded handgun and a loaded rifle 
was seized. While this is alarming, it 
unfortunately is not a rare occurrence 
since many marijuana growers are at 
risk of being ripped off by competing 
rivals, including both local and non-local 
growers and traffickers. Consequently, it 
is common for many growers to protect 
themselves with firearms, since many of 
the grow-operation rip-offs occur in the 
form of home invasions.

Charges will be recommended 
against two Slocan residents, a 50-year-
old male and a 39-year-old female for 

production of marijuana, possession of 
marijuana for the purpose of trafficking, 
possession of a prohibited firearm, 
unauthorized possession of a firearm, 
and careless use of a firearm.

• At approximately 2 am on 
December 29 the Nelson RCMP office 
received a call of a break-and-enter 
in progress in the 1000 block of Cote 
Road, Crescent Valley. The owners 
of the residence reported seeing two 
people dressed in black breaking into 
their outdoor work shed. They also 
noticed a vehicle parked nearby which 
they believed may be associated with the 
break-and-enter. One of the homeowners 
began to chase the suspects, who 
dropped a number of items they were 

carrying. Upon arrival the officer called 
for the police dog handler to attend, and 
while awaiting their arrival checked the 
vehicle, finding the keys in the ignition 
and what appeared to be break-and-enter 
tools inside. 

The owner of the vehicle, a 38-year-
old female and her 20-year-old son, 
were seen walking down the road 
toward the vehicle. Both were detained 
for further questioning. The police dog 

handler arrived and tracked the suspects 
from the workshed to where the officer 
had stopped them. Footprints in the 
snow at the scene were consistent with 
the footwear both were wearing. The 
mother and son were both arrested for 
break-and-enter. The mother was later 
released to appear in court on April 5. 
The male was held in custody pending 
court appearance. Both are new residents 
to the Slocan Valley area. 

submitted by Kaslo RCMP
Kaslo RCMP and the BC Coroners 

Service are investigating the sudden 
death of woman who died while 
snowboarding on Wednesday, December 
29. The woman was a guest with 
Retallack Snow Cat Ski Lodge.

At around 3 pm that afternoon, 
the 32-year-old woman was amongst a 
group of skiers descending a run. At one 
point the group noticed that one woman 
was missing. The guide returned up the 
hill and used his avalanche transceiver 
to locate the female snowboarder and 
found her partially submerged in the 
snow head first.

The guide pulled the unconscious 
woman out of the snow and found that 
she was not breathing. CPR was started 
and the female was transported down 
the mountain. She was then taken by BC 
Ambulance to the Victorian Community 
Health Centre in Kaslo. CPR was 
continued for several hours at the Kaslo 
facility. CPR efforts were unsuccessful 

Woman snowboarder killed near Retallack
and the woman was pronounced dead at 
approximately 6:15 pm.

The area where the group had been 
skiing is known as the ‘Stove Pipe’, 
and is located in the Retallack Lodge 
area of operations along Hwy 31A 
approximately 20 kilometres west of 
Kaslo. The location is an open area and 
had a low avalanche risk level at the time. 
This death is not related to an avalanche 
incident. The woman was a resident of 
the Kootenay area of British Columbia 
and was known to be an experienced 
snowboarder.

The preliminary information and 
observations indicate that the female 
took a fall backwards in the freshly fallen 
snow, which caused her to fall head first 
downhill, submerging her upper body in 
the deep snow.

The Kaslo RCMP and BC coroner 
are confirming that the death is not 
suspicious in any way and are continuing 
to gather details from all other parties 
involved in the accident. 
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Thank you 
Valley Voice
The only newspaper that 

tells us what is going on in 
the Kaslo area. The only 
newspaper that gives us a 

chance to say what we think 
about it, free of charge, in 
Voices from the Valleys.

Paid advertisement by Jane Lynch 
in support of the Valley Voice

Real Estate in Kaslo and 
North Kootenay Lake 
www.century21kaslo.com 
kul@century21kaslo.com 

250-505-4722
Century21 Mountainview Realty Ltd.

Open Mon - Thurs 
6:30 am to 3:00 pm

Fri, Sat, Sun
6:30 am to 8:00 pm

Licensed

Located at the Heart of 
Front Street • 353-2955

“Best Eggs Benedict Ever”
“Mexican, Salads, 

Dinners, Wraps & Stir-Fry

Kemar’s 
Middle East Interiors
• Persian & Tribal 100% wool rugs 
• Home décor • Jewellery • Gifts

In Kaslo, across from the 
Mohawk 

250-353-7847

by Jan McMurray
• The Village will provide a letter of 

support to the Kaslo Housing Society 
for the scope of work proposed by 
Columbia Basin Trust to complete 
an affordable housing strategy for 
the municipality, with all matching 
funding provided by the society and 
Pine Avenue land provided by the 
municipality.

• Anne Heard spoke on behalf of 
the Kaslo Early Childhood Coalition, 
stressing the importance of council 

Kaslo council, December 14: Affordable housing strategy to go ahead
lobbying the provincial government 
to address childhood poverty. Her 
presentation was referred to the 
Municipal Services Committee for 
recommendation to council.

• CAO Sawyer was authorized to 
sign a letter to Fortis from the Village 
regarding Rainbow Drive. The letter 
was drafted by the Cranbrook law office 
of Rella & Paolini. The letter states: 
“In the event that Rainbow Drive is 
dedicated to road…then the Village 
of Kaslo is prepared to permit Fortis’ 
existing electrical facilities…to remain 
in place.”

• Council received a report and quote 
($79,640) on sewer treatment plant 
upgrades from Sanitherm. This was 
referred to the Development Services 
Committee for recommendation to 
council, and to the Liquid Waste 
Management Select Committee for 
information.

• Correspondence from the Kaslo 
& District Public Library requesting 
regular snow removal for community 
access to the library and to prevent 
flooding in the building was referred to 
the Public Works Foreman. The library 
will be advised snow plowing will be 
done in the context of all other priorities, 
snow loads and personnel availability.

• Correspondence from the Kaslo 
Golf Club requesting permission 
to cut trees was referred to the 

Development Services Committee for 
recommendation to council. The letter 
states that the club lost over $10,000 
on operations in 2010, mostly due to 
a decline in the number of green fees 
taken in. A bacteria that kills grass has 
been noted on the greens, especially 
where there is a lack of sunshine. The 
club proposed to remove approximately 
one logging truckload of trees that are 
over 100 years old and susceptible to 
disease, wind and lightning, and to 
replace them with a more acceptable 
species.

• Deputy Clerk Hughes reported 
that the Environmental Health Officer 

has no objection to the use of the 
existing septic system for the City Hall 
building. Also, the deadline for the 
use of the Towns for Tomorrow grant 
has been extended from March 31 to 
October 2011. 

• The 2011 Fire Service contract 
with the RDCK was referred to the 
Municipal Services Committee with the 
power to act. The contract includes the 
expanded coverage area, which includes 
Woodbury, Ainsworth, Coffee Creek 
and Coffee Creek Bluffs.

• The Water Street committee 
met for the first time on November 
30 and elected Henry Van Mill as 

chair and Gillian Froese as secretary. 
The committee will meet the second 
Wednesday of the month at the Kemball 
building from 7 to 9 pm. The public is 
invited.

• Gas tax money will be used to 
finance a geothermal heating system for 
the Kemball Memorial Centre.

• A letter from Jill Braley expresses 
her shock at a large wharf protruding 
in the middle of Kaslo Bay and a blue 
floating barrel in the bay. Staff was 
directed to contact the federal fisheries 
department with respect to the use 
of the water surface by the public in 
Kaslo Bay. 

by Jan McMurray
A new recreation area with trails 

for cross-country skiing, snowshoeing, 
mountain biking, hiking and running is 
being proposed for the Mt. Buchanan/
Seven Mile Creek area near Kaslo. 
All those interested in the proposal 
are asked to contact the Trailblazers or 
Kootenay Mountain Sports owners Janis 
Lampimaki and Shon Neufeld.

Lampimaki, the driving force behind 
the very successful SufferFest race in 
Kaslo last fall, is starting up a Nordic 
ski club, while Neufeld is starting up a 
mountain bike club. 

Noting a lack of cross-country ski 
trails in the Kaslo area, Lampimaki 
started rallying support for establishing 
a recreation area late last year. When 
the Trailblazers caught wind of the 
initiative, they offered to help. The three 
non-profit clubs have partnered to make 
the Mt. Buchanan ‘Bucky’ Wilderness 
Recreation Area a reality.

Trailblazer Silvio Lettrari explained 
in an interview: “The Trailblazers were 
happy to get involved with this because 
our mission is to establish trails in and 
around Kaslo for the benefit of the 

New recreation area proposed near Kaslo
community. We’ve been around for a 
while and have lots of experience, so we 
hope we can help things go smoothly for 
this new initiative.”

First, the group is gauging 
community support. “Donations and 
memberships to the clubs are already 
rolling in, so it looks good,” reported 
Lettrari. 

The next step will be for the 
Trailblazers to apply to the provincial 
government for tenure over the Crown 
land. “It is important to note that getting 
tenure over the land does not mean 
that we can restrict the use of the land 
up there. It will not be a park. We are 
appealing to the community to respect 
each other’s recreational uses,” he said.

Lettrari said that the hunting, 
trapping and tree harvesting activities 
that have traditionally occurred in the 
area will continue if the tenure for the 
recreation area is granted. He said that 
snowmobilers have traditionally used 
the nearby Empire area for sledding, so 
this will not conflict with cross country 
skiing in the Seven Mile area.

The Seven Mile area is part of 
Kaslo and District Community Forest 
Society’s tenure, and Lettrari will be 
making a presentation on the proposal 
to the KDCFS board at its January 12 
meeting. “I think the community forest 
will be very supportive because we all 
have the common mandates to improve 
recreational opportunities and to benefit 
the community,” said Lettrari. He will 
also present the proposal to the RDCK 
board later this month.

Lettrari said there has been a lot of 
harvesting activity in the area, which has 
brought the benefits of logging roads 
and skid trails that can be used as trails, 

as well as great views and excellent 
huckleberry picking.

He says not much new trail building 
will be necessary, as they plan to use 
existing logging roads and skid trails. 
Any new trail building will be done 
mainly to connect up the existing roads 
and trails to create loop trails. The 
group also plans to build a hut with a 
woodstove to provide a warm resting 
shelter, with a storage shed nearby for 
the grooming equipment. They propose 
an additional cabin with woodstove 
several kilometres in that will be outfitted 
to sleep four to eight people. Lettrari 
says the huts and the fact that cell phone 
service is available in the Seven Mile 
area will provide a measure of safety for 
recreationists. He adds that the area is not 
prone to avalanches.

The proposed recreation area is 
located on the New Denver side of Mt. 
Buchanan. Lettrari says the elevation 
of the area, ranging from 3,000-5,000 
feet, offers ideal conditions for cross 
country skiing. Because it has southern 
exposure, the snow will be gone by 
April for the mountain bikers, he says. 
The popular ‘Monster’ mountain biking 
trail is included in the proposed area, and 
Lettrari reports that the group plans to 
make improvements to this trail.

Donations to the cause, and $35 
memberships to the new Nordic Ski Club 
or Mountain Bike Club are welcome 
and can be dropped off at Kootenay 
Mountain Sports on Front Street in Kaslo, 
or mailed to the Trailblazers, Box 1030, 
Kaslo, BC  V0G 1M0. Cheques are to be 
made payable to the Kaslo Trailblazers. 
For more information, contact Silvio 
Lettrari (353-2968), Janis Lampimaki 
(353-2041) or Shon Neufeld (353-2245).

submitted by Julie McCoppen
On January 5, another Katimavik 

group arrived in Kaslo. This dynamic 
group of 11 Katimavik youth are 
eager to begin volunteering in the 
community that will be their home 
for the next three months.

Julie McCoppen, originally 
from Ontario, will be heading up 
the project in Kaslo as the group’s 
project leader. This is Julie’s second 
year with Katimavik as a project 
leader. Still new to Kaslo, Julie is 
eager to get to know community 
members and begin working with 
Katimavik community partners on 
different projects. 

Julie believes that Katimavik 
challenges and empowers volunteers, 
while at the same time teaching them 
about a new region of Canada. 

“This year is all about personal and 
professional growth, for both the 
volunteers and I, and I’m excited to 
get started again.” 

The 11 youth in Kaslo will be 
volunteering with several local 
non-for-profit  organizations, 
including: Kaslo & Area Youth 
Counci l ,  Langham Cul tura l 
Society, North Kootenay Lake 
Community Services, the Kootenay 
Lake Historical Society, Victorian 
Hospital of Kaslo Auxiliary Society, 
Periwinkle Children’s Centre, 
JV Humphries School, Village 
of Kaslo Fire Department, Kaslo 
infoNet Society and Kaslo Outdoor 
Recreation Society.

For more information about 
Katimavik, visit www.katimavik.org 
or www.gokatimavik.com.

Katimavik is back and ready to volunteer
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Wine & Beer Making Kits 
to satisfy all budgets!

Winlaw Brew-Op

5972 Cedar Creek Road, Winlaw • 226-7328

Take-Home Kits, or Brew it with Us!
Open 11:00 to 6:00 Tues. to Sat.

Specialty Coffees, Teas, 
U-Brews and Kits for Home
                    • Open Every DayNaKUSp  265-4701

3 5 8 - 7 7 6 9

A v A ’ s 
H a i r  s t u d i o

Far right entrance of the Wild Rose Restaurant in Rosebery

OPEN ALL WINTER

Slocan Auto &
Truck Repairs

24 hour towing 
BCaa, Slocan, BC  

355-2632

111 Mcdonald Drive, Nelson, BC
ph 250-352-3191

sales@mainjet.ca • www.mainjet.ca

NAKUSP GLASS
201 Broadway

265-3252
The clear choice for 
all your glass needs!

SALES & SERVICE
98 - 1st Street, Nakusp • 265-4911

OPEN TUES - SAT
CHAINSAWS
• Stihl
• Husqvarna
MOWERS
• Husqvarna
• Toro • Snapper
• Lawnboy

TRIMMERS
• Stihl
• Husqvarna
SMALL ENGINES
• Tecumseh 
• Honda
• Briggs & Stratton

aUTOMOTIVE • SMaLL MOTORS • MaCHINE SHOP
Caribou Service
(250) 265-3191

5549 Frontage Road
Burton, BC

24 Hr Towing and Recovery
Auto Repairs & Tires

Auto Parts

24 HOUr TOWING
1007 HWy 23, NaKUSp

pH: 265-4577

• welding repairs • full service 
& repair • licenced technician • 

radiator repairs & service • mobile 
service available • fast, friendly 

and

MOUNTAIN VALLEY STATION
BOTTLE DEPOT

Slocan City • 355-2245
Open MON - SAT  9-5

Your “Bottle Drive” Specialists

RECyCLINGjEWELRy

Nakusp   265-4406

BCAA Towing

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Nakusp Taxi
250-265-8222

Pick up and Delivery
Let us get it for you

• Auto parts • Groceries
• Pharmacy • Cigarettes
• Take out food

Just let your local business know your needs 
and we will deliver them to you.

Alcoholic beverages until 11:00 pm

HaIR

Susan L. Yurychuk • 250-358-6804
By Appointment Only • New Denver

myofascial release • deep tissue massage • relaxation massage

DAY SPA

Stone Massage • Deep Tissue  
Salt Glows • Mud Wraps & More

Wholistic Midwife
Lana Knoll 
250-353-2213
maramamidwife@yahoo.ca

Honouring natural childbirth through 
nourishing body, mind and spirit, and 
by embracing family and community.

MaSSaGE THErapIES
Myofascial, Swedish, Lymphatic, Joint play, Craniosacral, 

Visceral, Somatoemotion, Chakras, Nutrition etc.
MTa rates (Low income consideration)

also MSp, WCB, ICBC & care plans
Garth r. Hunter, r.M.T.

Slocan Health Clinic - Thursdays
250-358-2364 • Mobile & Office

FULL SPECTRUM HEALTH
• Deep Tissue Massage

• Nutritional Consultation
• Reiki

     Sliding Scale - Mobile Service
Daniel Thorpe  250-358-6808

HEaLTH • WELL BEING • FITNESS • ENVIRONMENT

COLES RENTALS
HEATERS (PROPANE & ELECTRIC)

PLATE TAMPERS, JUMPING JACKS, REBAR BENDER 
JACKHAMMERS, HAMMER DRILLS, CONCRETE 

MIXERS, CONCRETE SAWS, TILECUTTERS, 
BLOCKCUTTERS, SCAFFOLDING, FLOOR SANDERS, 
NAILERS - ALL TYPES, LM ROTARY LAZER TRANSIT, 

GENERATORS, WATER PUMPS, COMPRESSORS, 
INSULATED TARPS, PRESSURE WASHERS, ROTO 

TILLER, LAWN COMBER, AERATOR, PROPERTY PIN 
LOCATOR, CHIPPER/SHREDDER, GAS POST HOLE 

DIGGER, WOODSPLITTER, CONCRETE FLOOR 
GRINDER ...AND MUCH MORE!

PHONE 358-2632
1-888-358-2632

EQUIPMENT RENTaL

BaKERy
Sappho’s Bakery
Rear, 309 Kildare St. New Denver
    Winter Hours: Open Thurs-Sat. 
       Pizza, Fresh Bread Daily
                358-2119

BREWING

Jo’s Jewelry
Custom work and repair in 

silver and Gold, by appointment

358-2134
new denver, Goldsmith Jo-anne barClay

Spectrum Home & Family Care
Helping you maintain 

YOUR lifesyle!
Free consultations 

in the West Kootenay!
250-265-3842

spectrumcares@telus.net

Hand & Soul Wellness Centre
Larry Zaleski, D.C.    Chiropractor

Mondays & Fridays - Silverton • Every other Wednesday in Winlaw or Nakusp

Sue Mistretta, M.A., CCC    Counsellor/Expressive Arts
358-2177 www.handandsoul.ca

This space could be yours for 
$11.00 + GST per issue.
Call 358-7218 or email: 

valleyvoice@netidea.com
for details

BUSINESS OppOrTUNITIES
UNEMPLOYED and thinking of starting 
your own business? Community Futures 
offers the Self Employment grant, business 
loans, counselling and training in the Arrow 
& Slocan Lakes area. For more info leave 
a message at 265-3674 ext. 201 or email 
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

COMING EVENTS
SLOCAN DISTRICT CHAMBER 
OF COMMERCE AGM - Sunday, 
January 23, 2011, 3-5 pm at Knox Hall 
in New Denver. Refreshments and 
snacks will be provided. Come and 
mingle with your fellow members! 
Non-members welcome, but you must 
be a member to participate in the 2011 
election. Membership information 
available. Guest Speaker: Deanne 
Monroe, Basin Business Advisor for 
West Kootenay Region, on how the 
Basin Business Advocates Program 
helps to strengthen businesses and 
support business owners. www.cbt.org/
bba. For Slocan District Chamber of 
Commerce membership inquiries, please 
contact Nikta Boroumand at nikta@
netidea.com or 250-358-7276.

DROP-IN CLAY CLASSES every 
Monday 1:30-4:30 pm. Artel Studios, New 
Denver. 250-358-2589.
PLEASE MARK THIS DATE on your 
calendars! Lucerne Grad Class is having 
a bottle drive on Sunday January 16, 
2011 from 10am to 3 pm. Bottles will be 
collected from Silverton to Hills, including 
Denver Siding. Contact Joanne Gustafson 
358-2658, or Pat Butler 358-7980, if you 
won’t be home on this date and wish 
earlier pick-up. Cash donations will gladly 
be accepted. Thank you for supporting 
Lucerne Grad Class.
HIDDEN GARDEN GALLERY AGM, 
Thursday January 27 at 1 pm at the gallery: 
803 Kildare St., New Denver. All welcome. 
Come share your ideas about the gallery.
SILVERTON GALLERY: Scott Cook. 
Friday, January 14, door 7:30 pm, show 
8:00 pm. Tickets $10 at the door. 250-358-
2206 for info.
LITERARY OPEN MIC AT THE CUP 
AND SAUCER in Silverton continues 
every third Thursday of the month. Whether 
you’re a writer or just an avid reader 
wanting to share your favourite author’s 
writing, you’re welcome. Musicians still 
welcome on all open mic nights. 

WELCOME BACK TO DINNERS AT 
THE CUP! January 22 - Chicken, Brie 
and Wild Mushroom Phyllo Bundle with 
two vegetables and embellished Key Lime 
Sherbet dessert. February 5 Blues Boogie! 
- Redolent Moroccan Chicken Breast, 
rice, salad and vanilla-rose ice cream. 
All 3-course meals $20 per person - 5:30 
& 7:15 seatings. Reservations only. Take 
out available. Call 358-2475 for specifics. 
Vegetarian options also available.
SLOCAN LAKE GARDEN SOCIETY 
(SLUGS) will be holding its Annual 
General Meeting on February 20, 2011 at 
2:00 pm at Barb Yeoman’s house. Come 
hear about our productive last year and 
share in the planning for 2011. Enjoy a 
potluck supper and photo show of the 
Kohan Garden history. For details or 
information, phone Barb Yeomans at 358-
7765 or email at yeomansb@netidea.com.
LOCAVORES’ FEAST (100 Mile 
Potluck) Saturday, January 29, 6 pm 
seating. Vallican Whole Community 
Centre. Silent auction. Open Stage after.

FOr rENT
SLOCAN VALLEY NEAR WINLAW. 
Newer cottage, 2 beds, loft, quiet valley views. 
Suitable two people. $775. 250-226-0034.

FOr rENT
SUITE FOR RENT – One mile from 
Nakusp. On acreage. 3 bdr. Appliances. 
Available. $750/month. 250-860-0736 or 
250-265-4914.
ONE-BDR CABINS FOR RENT on 
waterfront in Nakusp. One $460 + util., 
other $560 + util (recently renovated). 
N/S, N/P, quiet person. 250-675-2661 or 
250-265-1149.
2 BDRM MOBILE w/d, f/s, wood heat, on 
one acre near McDonald Creek Provincial 
Park. 10 mins. south of Nakusp. 250-265-
3200.

FOr SaLE
2002 650 BOMBADIER 4x4 QUAD. 
Comes with snow blade. Like new. First 
$3,000 takes it. 250-777-4606. tekwood@
rocketmail.com.

HEaLTH
YOGA AT THE DOMES - Honour 
yourself by coming to class - Monday 
morning 9-10:30 and Thursday afternoon 
3:30-5, and starting January 26 Wednesday 
evening 5-6:30. This schedule is for 6 
weeks. Please call to register at 358-2475. 
Let’s celebrate this new year together!

NOTICES
FOR INFORMATION ON AA OR 
ALANON MEETINGS contact in New 
Denver: 358-7904 or 358-7158; Nakusp 
265-4924; Kaslo 353-2658; Slocan 355-
2805; South Slocan 226-7705.

SErVICES
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL 
SEPTIC TANK CLEANING: “Serving 
the Valley” 7 days/wk, 24-hr. All-Around 
Septic Services, Don Brown (250) 354-
3644, emergency 352-5676.
ROGAN ELECTRIC Residential, 
commercial, industrial wiring. Local 
references available. All work guaranteed. 
“We get the job done.” 353-9638.
C O L L E E N  N A H N Y C H U K 
BOOKKEEPING. By Appointment. 
Tel: 551-7054 Fax: 1-888-370-4938 
cntaxprep@gmail.com.
MAC COMPUTER TUTORING, system 
maintenance and troubleshooting. Leah 
Main: 358-7704 or mainline@redmtn.ca.

Next Valley Voice Deadline:
Dec 10, 2010

This space could be yours for 
$11.00 + GST per issue.
Call 358-7218 or email: 

valleyvoice@netidea.com
for details
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CONSTRUCTION
FOUNDATIONS • FRAMING
ROOFING • RENOVATIONS

Specializing in Timber Framing

250-265-4525

HALL LUMBER 
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat 
10 am to 5 pm

pHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd. 

Edgewood, BC

FOR ALL YOUR 
PROPANE NEEDS

365-9958
1-800-471-5630

Your local bulk dealer & service centre

• registered Septic System 
designer and installer •
• ready Mix Concrete • 

• Lock Blocks • Drain rock • 
• road Crush • Sand & Gravel • 

• Dump Trucks • Excavator • 
• Crusher • Coloured Concrete • 

• Site preparation •
Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
ph. 265-4615 • vieirac@telus.net

Installation and maintenance 

call Jim Berrill
(250) 359-5922

JEMS Propane Ltd.

Tradesman Electric
commercial • residential 

new construction • renovations
Reliable friendly service

Free Estimates Call Steve 226-7163

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GaRDEN 

YOUR VALLEY COMFORT AND BLAZE KING DEALER 
SPECIALIZING IN WOOD/ELECTRIC, WOOD/OIL AND 

WOOD/GAS COMBINATION FURNACES
Certified • Insured

COMPLETE SALES 
SERVICE AND 
INSTALLATION

Slocan City, BC • (250) 355-0088
website: www.kootenayfurnace.com

email: kfurnace@netidea.com

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Crescent Bay 

Construction Ltd.
Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431 
• Email cresbay@telus.net

KF PowerVac
Duct Cleaning & Duct Sanitizing

Local: 355-2485 • Toll-free: 1-888-652-0088
email: kfurnace@netidea.com

Peter’s New & Used Windows & More
Sales & Installations

• Energy Efficient Vinyl & Wood Windows •
• Residential Installations & Renovations/Upgrades •

• Wooden & Metal Doors •
Peter Demoskoff • Cell: 250-608-0505

Tel: 250-399-4836 • Fax: 250-399-4831

J.C. Roofing Company
For all your roofing needs

Serving the Arrow and Slocan Lakes
16 years of professional installations

WCB • All work fully guaranteed
We also install Soffit and Vinyl Siding

For your free estimate, Call 
Curtis Roe at 250-265-9087

• general contractor 
• new homes & renovations 

• design/build 
HPO licensed/Home Warranty 

Fully insured. 30 yrs.+ exp./ cert. 
carpenters/ foundation to finish/

custom trim/heritage work. 
Call Drew 250- 353-2450.  

0850743 B.C. Ltd. dba Vista Custom Builders

Support the Valley 
Voice with a voluntary 

subscription
Only $10-$30 per year 

Bergevin Electrical 
Inc.

Please call 
250-358-7172 

or 250-354-4171 
and leave a message

Free Estimates. Certified, 
Licenced, And Insured

Serving New Denver, Nakusp 
and the Slocan Valley

COMPUTER

ken@palmercomputerservices.com

Palmer
Computer 
Services

- Repairs 
- Upgrades 

- Consulting
Microsoft Certified 
Systems Engineerphone: 355-2235

Nakusp 
Redi-Mix

serving the Kootenays since 1973
DAVID WEATHERHEAD
Box 83, 848 Hwy 6, Nakusp

250-265-4311 (ph)
250-265-3468 (fax)

Indoor Garden 
Supplies

Castlegar
250-304-2911

1730 Hwy 3, Selkirk Spring Building

dan@canadiangardensupply.com

Jim Pownall & Co.
LOG & TIMBER FRAME HOMES

New Denver • BC
250-358-2566

jpownall@telus.net

Uncommon Ground Farm 
& Landscape

Now booking landscape projects for the 
2011 season!

Design & Installation
cell: 250-354-8661 • uncommonground@ 

columbiawireless.ca

Even little ads 
get noticed in the 

Valley Voice

This space could be yours for 
$11.00 + GST per issue.
Call 358-7218 or email: 

valleyvoice@netidea.com
for details

CANADIAN 100% FLOORING 
AT WHOLESALE

Prefinished, antique (rustic) R. Oak, Maple
3 ¼ x ¾ $4.59/sf pallet – Exotics Eng 8 ply

Super Stable – Urban, Carlton, NAF
American & Brazilian Cherry, Acacia, Hickory

American & Brazilian Black Walnut 65
Dif Choices – Bamboo Reg or Stand. TRG

Or CLICK – Cork glue down from $2.59
Or CLICK $3.99 pallet Canadian stair treads
AT JUAN’S – 1503 Hwy 3A Thrums

250-399-6377 Mon-Sat 8:30 am-5 pm

CLASSIFIED ADS

Business Analyst:
Arrow and Slocan Lakes Community Services, headquartered in Nakusp, is a leader 
in providing community based solutions in the Kootenays. What started as a Home 
Support program 35 years ago has grown to provide Transit, Employment Assistance 
Services, Counselling, Food Bank, and many other services. With our staff of over 40 
employees, we service over 20 community based contracts. This is your opportunity 
to become part of the solutions we provide.

Reporting to the Executive Director, the Business Analyst will analyze contracts, 
conduct interviews and focus groups, and redesign processes in order to ensure 
the agency meets the requirements for new and existing programs. To this end you 
will be required to make recommendations and implement service enhancements.

ASLCS offers a flexible work environment and a competitive and flexible compensation 
package. Although this is a casual position, work load may be adjusted to suit the 
candidate subject to achieving the position objectives. As a seasoned professional you 
will have a related post secondary education, an excellent understanding of contracts, 
and significant supervisory experience.

A complete job description is available by contacting aslcs@aslcs.com.

If you are interested in this dynamic opportunity please send your resume and cover 
letter by January 31st 2011 to:

  The Hiring Committee
  Business Analyst
  Arrow and Slocan Lakes Community Services
  Box 100, Nakusp BC V0G1R0

EMpLOyMENT OppOrTUNITy

SLOCaN VaLLEy rECrEaTION
PLAYING WITH ART – Kids art with Tim Farrugia, Brent Kennedy School. Begins 
Jan. 19 (Wed.)
LEGUMES & CHILI – Cooking with Lorraine Robinson-Carlstrom. WE Graham 
School, Slocan. Mon. Jan.17.
SEED ORDERING WORKSHOP – With Victoria Carleton. Sat., Jan. 22. Vallican 
Whole Community Centre.
ISRAELI FOLKDANCE INTRODUCTION – Winlaw School. Your host: Haya 
Maor. Free intro class. Tuesday January 18.
RUGHOOKING WITH SARA JUDITH – Threads Guild Building. Jan. 20 & Feb. 
17 (Thurs.).
WINTER WOMEN 55+ – A free snowshoeing/cross-country skiing program for the 
inactive woman. Instr: Helen Kissinger. Begins Sat., Jan.15 at the Slocan Park Hall. 
Skis and snowshoes available.
CROSS-COUNTRY SKIING FOR SENIORS – Cross-country ski packages are 
available for those 55+ to use. Companion instruction available. This program sponsored 
by New Horizons for Seniors and the Kootenay-Slocan Lions.
RAIL TRAIL FULL-MOON SKI – Wed. Jan. 19, 6:30 to 8:00 pm. ValleyView Golf 
Course. Bonfire and refreshments.
ALL IN STITCHES – Intermediate sewing with Alina Skiba. Jan. 25 to Feb.15 (Tues.). 
Above Frog Peak Café.

250-226-0008

submitted by SVHTS
This year, as well as grooming the 

50-kilometre-long Slocan Valley Rail 
Trail, the Slocan Valley Heritage Trail 
Society (SVHTS) has been  maintaining 

Full Moon Ski at Valley View Golf Course
approximately five kilometres of track 
around the Valley View Golf Course. 
On  Wednesday, January 19, skiers and 
winter enthusiasts  alike are invited to 
join SVHTS volunteers for a ski/walk/

slide under moonlight at the golf course. 
A fire will be blazing and hot 

chocolate available between 6:30 and 
8 pm. People can park by the golf 
course  entrance or ski down the rail 
trail from Perry Siding and take the 
side  trail up to the course. It’s expected 
that the moon will be up by around  7 
pm. Night skiing can pose a risk, so 
please be careful. The SVHTS has 
very limited funds available  and are 
grateful for the support being shown 
by the community. Over  the holiday 
season, hundreds of people could be 
found out enjoying the trail –one of  the 
scenic wonders of the Slocan Valley. The 
society also has a great new  website, 
www.slocanvalleyrailtrail.ca, which 
gives updates on the trail ski conditions.

To help  offset the many costs of 
grooming the trail, the society would like 
to remind  everyone of the donation boxes 
located at several trailheads throughout 
the Slocan Valley. For more information 
on the ski day, contact 1-888-663-SVRT 
or visit the website and send an email.
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Legendary Meats 
Custom Cutting & Sausage 

Making, Curing & Smoking of 
Bacons & Hams

Mobile BBQ Services & Hog 
Roaster Rentals

• Christmas Tree Sales •
www.legendarymeats.ca
Phone/Fax: 250-226-7803
2826 Hwy 6 • Slocan Park

MEaT CUTTING

Ann’s Natural Foods
ann Bunka

- 358-2552 -
805 Kildare St., New Denver

Slocan Village Market
Groceries, fresh produce, fresh meat, 

Agency Liquor, organic foods, 
in-store deli, in-store bakery.

Open 7 days/week, 9 am - 8 pm
Slocan, BC • ph:355-2211 • fax: 355-2216

NEW DENvER  
358-2443 358-7292

Your Local Grocer

SILvERTON

RESTaURaNT/COFFEESTaND

   WINTEr HOUrS
      8 aM - 9 pM

QUALITY PIZZA anytime!
265-4880
Air Conditioned

93-5th ave. Nakusp
Non-Smoking

laceNick’s
P

Seven Days a Week!

Lemon Creek 
Lodge & Campground

Year-round facility
Licensed Restaurant
Open Thurs - Sun

5 PM - 8 PM
Reservations: 1-877-970-8090

The Apple Tree 
Sandwich Shop

Soup, Sandwiches & Desserts
358-2691

Mon. - Fri. 7 A.M. - 4 P.M.
Sat. 11 A.M. - 4 P.M.

 GROCERy • HEaLTH FOOD

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

¶

• Health Products, healing sessions
• New Age cards & books
• Sensual products

320 BrOaDWay ST. NaKUSp  265-3188

Health Centre

¶¶ ¶¶¶

Re-Awakening

www.jonesboysboats.com
Ainsworth, British Columbia

4080 Hwy 31 N
Call: 1-877-552-6287

(250) 353-2550 Fax (250) 353-2911

HARBERCRAFT

paULa CONraD
HOME: (250) 358-2707

Selkirk realty
265-3635

Free Consultation

E-mail: paulaconrad@royallepage.ca
Website: www.royallepage.ca/selkirkrealty

HUB INTErNaTIONaL 
BarTON 

INSUraNCE 
BrOKErS

For all your 
INSUraNCE 

needs
265-3631

1-800-665-6010

RECREaTION

PROFESSIONaL SERVICES

 Passmore
 Laboratory Ltd.
Water Testing • Flow Measurements
CAEAL certified to test drinking water
We’re in the Valley at: 1-250-226-7339
Jennifer & Tony Yeow passlab@xplornet.com

Colour/B&W Laser Printing/Copying • Digital Photography
Word processing • Scanning • Faxing • Binding • Laminating
CUSTOM CARDS • BROCHURES • CALENDARS • NEWSLETTERS

The best selection of photo cards of local views anywhere
1007 Josephine St. (Box 298), New Denver

Ph. 358-2435     essay@direct.ca     Fax 358-2607

Ph: 359-7111  Fax: 359-7587
www.playmorpower.com

Playmor Junction Hwy 6 & 3A
1043 Playmor

THE RIDE SAYS IT ALL

CLOTHING

The Clothes Hanger

Men’s & Ladies Clothing

441 Front St • Kaslo • 250-353-9688

Natural Food Store

422 Front Street • Kaslo, BC
1-250-353-2594

Silverton, BC
Monday - Saturday 8:00-4:00

Soup, Stews, 
Meat Pies, Treats 
and Great Coffee

358-2267

The Cup 
and 

Saucer Café

aDVERTISING
Even little ads 

get noticed in the 
Valley Voice

Paul Merrifield
• Bookkeeper •

250-358-6806 work
250-505-9748 cell

pauljmerrifield@gmail.com

This space could be yours for 
$11.00 + GST per issue.
Call 358-7218 or email: 

valleyvoice@netidea.com
for details

MEMORIAL 
HALL 

Weddings, Parties, Reunions, 
Concerts, Funerals, Meetings
To book call Sue:  250-358-2711

HaLLS

THINKING OF BUYING OR 
STARTING A BUSINESS?

• Free Business Planning Workshops
• Self Employment Grant
• Business Counseling

• Business Loans
250-265-3674 loc 201       

your ad could be here for 
only $11.00 + HST per edition
Contact us at valleyvoice@
netidea.com for details, or 

call 250-358-7218

Fullabeans Espresso Stand
Espresso • Snacks • Lunch

Open 7 days a week, 7 am - 2 pm
704 arlington, Slocan City

beside the gas station
250-355-2889 to order

WaNTED
WANTED: WINE MAKERS to 
participate in our 2nd annual Wine Judging 
Event. Enter your red, white, fruit or other 
wines. Judging Day on February 26/11 @ 
Burton Hall. More details to follow in the 
papers and on notice boards. Contacts: 
Brian & Linda Harrop 265-3492. Sponsored 
by & proceeds to Burton Hall Board.
LOOKING FOR A RIDE from New 
Denver to Victoria and back in January or 
Febuary. Will share everything. Contact 
Andrew Rhodes, 250-358-7985 or contact 
the Valley Voice 250-358-7218. Thank You!!!
RETIRED, MATURE MAN needs a long 
range rental house between Red Mountain 
and Hills. Excellent references. Please 
contact 358-2475.

OBITUarIES

COFFIN, PAULINE IDA JOAN
Went to be with her Lord on January 6, 
2011 in Penticton. Pauline was bornAugust 
16, 1934 in Edmonton, AB. She was the 
third of five children born to George and 
Ida Lamoureux. Pauline married William 
Eric Coffin on April 2, 1953. They had 
three children: Lorene (John) Dammann 
of Camrose, AB, Bruce (Brenda) Coffin of 
Penticton, BC, and Nora (Morrie) Currie of 
Fauquier, BC. Eight grandchildren: Jennifer 
(Shawn), Brent, Jared, Kyle (Kendal), 
Britney, Janell, Chloe, Gracie and great 
granddaughter Jade. Pauline is also survived 
by two sisters Rose and Annette and other 
family members and dear friends. 

Pauline and Bill retired in 1983 and 
wintered in Yuma, Arizona for ten years. 
They have spent the last twenty years 
in Fauquier, BC and the last six winters 
in Penticton. Pauline is remembered for 

her servant-hood to family and others, 
gardening, her hardy laugh, her beautiful 
singing voice, numerous choirs, Red 
Hatters, her steadfast faith and her loving 
hard working hands. Pauline will be sadly 
missed by all who knew her.

Celebration of her life and ashes will be 
scattered at her home in Fauquier, BC this 
spring. In lieu of flowers, donations can be 
made to World Vision.

FRANK PHO 
It is with great sadness that we announce the 
sudden passing of Frank Pho on December 
15, 2010. Frank was born October 4, 1925 
in Estevan, Saskatchewan, one of six 
children of Leo and Julia Pho. As a young 
man, Frank moved west to BC and began a 
40-year career in the mining industry, first in 
the coal mines of the Elk Valley at Michel, 
later in the copper mines at Brittania Beach. 
Later he worked at many gold mines in the 
Stewart area until he left to serve Canada 

CLASSIFIED ADS
in the Korean War, where he was seriously 
wounded. After the war and his recovery, 
he returned to mining in the Slocan Valley, 
settling in New Denver. He met and married 
Federike (Riki) and built the Lucerne Motel 
in New Denver while continuing with his 
own mining company, Frank Pho Mining. 
Two children were born, Viki and Mark.
Frank was very involved in the community 
during the 1960s and 70s as president of 
the Kinsmen and Royal Canadian Legion 
while still operating the motel and his 
mining operation into the 1980s, when he 
moved to Nelson. In 1986 he began his 
second career as manager of the Granite 
Manor Apartments, a career he was still 
doing at the time of his death. Frank lived 
a full fruitful life and was able to achieve 
his dream of being productive right up to 
his sudden death and leaves a void that will 
be hard to fill.

Frank was predeceased by his parents, 
siblings and wife Riki and leaves to mourn 
his loving children, Viki (Ron) Boese of 
Cranbrook, and Mark of Vernon as well 
as one surviving sibling, Rose Dorish of 
Prince George. During his lifetime Frank 
touched many people’s lives and he will be 
sadly missed. At his request there will be no 
Memorial service, however the family will 
be holding a Celebration of Life at a later 
date. As an expression of sympathy family 

and friends may make donation to ALS 
Society of BC, or a charity of your choice.

The family wishes to thank the Doctors, 
Nurses and staff of Kootenay Lake Hospital 
for the loving care given to their dad at his 
time of need. Funeral arrangements are 
under the direction of Thompson Funeral 
Service Ltd. On-line condolences may be 
expressed at www.thompsonfs.ca.

McEWEN, Donald Stewart
Donald Stuart McEwen passed away 
peacefully on January 6 in the Kootenay 
Hospital after a short illness. Don was born 
in Gravelburg, Saskatchewan, April 26, 1925. 
He worked for the Edmonton Fire Department 
and then moved to South Slocan in 1989, 
where he was involved with the BC Seniors 
Games, and the Passmore Seniors. He spent 

the last year, pleasantly, at Lake View Village 
in Nelson.

Don was predeceased by his wife Joyce 
and his eldest daughter Bonnie. He is missed 
by his daughters: Donna McEwen (Franz 
Grubba/Sammie, Robin, Noelle), Maureen 
McEwen (Lance Hall/Sky, Brook, Sunny, 
Meadow), Judi Robinson, (Brian/Ben, 
Cedar, Bonnie); and Bonnie’s children (June, 
Misty, Josh, Laurel, Avrell); plus 13 great-
grandchildren.

In lieu of flowers please donate to the 
Slocan Valley Heritage Trail Society at 1-888-
683-7878 or PO Box 22 Winlaw, BC V0G 2J0.

This space could be yours for 
$11.00 + GST per issue.
Call 358-7218 or email: 

valleyvoice@netidea.com
for details
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Dan Nicholson and Jan McMurray, Valley Voice co-owners

MANY THANKS TO OUR ADVERTISERS, CONTRIBUTORS, 
READERS AND VOLUNTARY SUBSCRIBERS!

PLEASE CONSIDER A VOLUNTARY SUBSCRIPTION 
AGAIN THIS YEAR

Each voluntary subscription we receive is a welcome show of support for the 
Valley Voice, your independently and locally owned regional community news-

paper. Voluntary subscriptions help to keep us operating, and keep Dan’s 
whiskey fund topped up for those grueling deadline days!

It’s easy to make a voluntary subscription – just send a cheque for any amount 
you would like (suggested $10-$30 per year) to The Valley Voice, Box 70, 

New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0.

250-358-7218 (phone)     valleyvoice@netidea.com

Happy 2011!

COMMUNITY

Nakusp, BC 
250-265-3681

• LUMBER
• SIDING
• INSULATION
• ROOFING
• DRYWALL
• FLOORING
• HARDWARE
• GENERAL PAINT
• PLUMBING
• ELECTRICAL
• WOOD STOVES
• WINDOWS/DOORS
• SCAFFOLDING
• ENGINEERED FLOORS
• ROOF TRUSSES
• TOOL RENTALS
• AGRICULTURAL FEEDS
• GARDENING SUPPLIES
• GREENHOUSE

OPEN
7 am - 5:30 Weekdays
9 am - 5:00 Saturday

The Best Lumberyard 
in the Kootenays

We deliver!

compiled by Art Joyce
With a massive spike in electricity 

rates announced last month by BC 
Hydro, the BC Liberals’ energy plan 
is hitting British Columbians in the 
pocketbook while guaranteeing steep 
profits for corporations, said New 
Democrat energy critic John Horgan.

“British Columbians are staring 
down the barrel of a 50 percent rate 
increase over a short five-year period, 
mainly due to an ideologically driven 
private power agenda architected 
over the past seven years by the BC 
Liberals,” said Horgan.

BC Hydro has announced that 

NDP energy critic blasts BC Hydro rate increases
electricity bills will be going up by 
an average of $7 per month, or about 
10 percent, each year from 2012 
to 2014. That means the average 
household will spend $252 per year 
more on their electricity bill by 2014. 
These increases are in addition to the 
increase of nearly 13 percent planned 
for 2011 and nearly eight per cent in 
2010, totalling more than 50 percent 
over five years. 

Naturally BC Hydro is trying to 
soften the impact of the increases on 
energy consumers. So far that seems 
to be limited mostly to conservation 
programs. To help low-income 

households save energy and money, 
BC Hydro has implemented an Energy 
Conservation Assistance Program, 
which provides eligible low-income 
BC Hydro customers with free home 
energy evaluations and retrofits. BC 
Hydro has also distributed free of 
charge more than 30,000 energy saving 
kits which include energy-efficient 
light bulbs, low-flow showerheads and 
weatherization products.

“We are committed to meeting 
BC’s growing demand for electricity 
by modernizing and investing in the 
province’s electricity system,” said BC 
Hydro President and CEO Dave Cobb. 

“We are also taking steps to keep rates 
affordable by making our operations 
more efficient and introducing new 
conservation programs that will help 
offset rate increases.” 

Horgan attributes a significant part 
of the problem to the secretive deals 
BC Hydro has been forced to make 
with independent power producers. 
For example, the recently completed 
Clean Power Call resulted in an 
average purchase price of about $124/
MWh. But the utility sells that power 
for much less: residential customers 
pay just $72/MWh, and on the open 
export market the average peak 
price during the second quarter was 
only $38/MWh. One industry group 
estimates the Crown corporation is 
losing $450 million annually in power 
sales transactions.

“Many of these contracts are being 
indexed to inflation, guaranteeing 
cash flow and big profits to foreign 
corporations like GE while the people 
of BC pick up the tab,” said Horgan as 
he repeated the call to make the details 
of the contracts public.

The BC Liberals have exempted 

all private power projects as well 
as billions in capital spending 
from oversight by the BC Utilities 
Commission, Horgan noted. Without 
the right to publicly scrutinize these 
projects, he says, “the BCUC has been 
kneecapped and is left with the role of 
simply approving huge rate increases 
to pay for projects forced through 
without the benefit of independent 
review to see if they are even needed 
or cost-effective.”

Fortis rates 
increase in 2011
submitted by FortisBC

Effective January 1, 2011, 
FortisBC customers will see a 6.6 
percent general rate increase. An 
average residential customer using 
approximately 1,000 kWh per month 
will see an increase of about $6.36 
monthly. 

The rate increase is required due 
to the need for ongoing investment 
in electrical infrastructure and 
increasing power purchases driven 
by customer growth. 

“FortisBC is committed to 
providing customers with safe 
and reliable electricity service at 
the lowest reasonable cost,” said 
John Walker, President and CEO 
at FortisBC and Terasen Gas. “We 
are sensitive to any rise in energy 
costs and work hard to minimize 
rate increases through prudent 
management of our operating costs 
and infrastructure programs.” 

The revenue requirements 
application reflects the expenditures 
FortisBC requires to operate in 
2011. The company plans to spend 
approximately $100 million in 
infrastructure improvements in 2011. 
This includes the completion of multi-
year programs such as upgrades to 
existing hydroelectric facilities as 
well as new construction and upgrades 
to substations and transmission lines. 
These investments have significantly 
improved reliability and will help 
meet the increasing demand and long-
term needs of FortisBC customers. 

FortisBC continues to help 
customers manage their energy use 
through its PowerSense program. 
The PowerSense program provides 
customers both financial incentives 
and helpful advice on energy efficient 
technologies and conservation 
practices that can reduce electrical 
bills. Information on FortisBC energy 
efficiency programs is available at 
www.fortisbc.com. 

For more information call 
the FortisBC toll free number at 
1-866-4FORTIS (1-866-436-7847) or 
visit the company’s website at www.
fortisbc.com. 


