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Mild weather stops NACFOR operations at Summit Lake
by Jan McMurray
The Nakusp and Area
Community Forest (NACFOR) has
stopped operations at Summit Lake
due to poor weather and ground
conditions for logging.
This was reported at the March
14 Nakusp council meeting by
Councillor Bill Tobey, also
a NACFOR director, who said,
“conditions in the cutblocks have
deteriorated, the snow pack is softer,
the ground is saturated and operations
have stopped. The lower cutblocks
will not be logged until next winter,
provided the conditions as outlined
from the past two years of research
are met.”
This area is habitat for the bluelisted western toad, and the research
undertaken by a government research
team with support from NACFOR
indicates that winter harvesting
on snow pack is the best scenario
for toads, as it minimizes ground
disturbance.
A group of people wanting to
save the toads blockaded NACFOR
when they showed up for work
February 18, and Tobey said “a week
of consulting for legal options and
advice lead to the RCMP attending
the barricade and the opening of the
road to commence road building
March 1.”
NACFOR was able to get some
of the road building done before
weather and ground conditions
stopped them for the season. The
operation includes the construction of
2.7 kilometres of temporary road and
seven small cutblocks. NACFOR had
scheduled logging of the three lower
cutblocks for this winter.
Tobey noted there was respect
shown by both sides at the barricade
and “I hope the news reporting and
local dialogue over the past three
weeks have given the community
the knowledge and insight needed
to support NACFOR’s operations.”
He said even the province’s only
Green party MLA, Andrew Weaver,

commended NACFOR for “being
mindful of this species of special
concern.”
As people arrived at the March 14
council meeting, they were met by a
group of 15-20 people in the parking
lot, holding a candlelight vigil for the
western toad. Eloise Charet, a.k.a.
Mrs. Toad, was among them.
Charet also held “Mrs. Toad’s
Tea Party” on Friday, March 12 on
NACFOR’s front lawn in Nakusp,
complete with green tea with a touch
of algae and chocolate chip cookies.
“We’ve got well over 400
signatures on the petition now,”
reports Charet. “We’ll present it to
the Ministry of Forests, our MLA,
and our MP.”
Another petition asking Nakusp
council to “order a halt to the logging
of the western toad habitat at Summit
Lake” was posted on the Avaaz
website about two weeks ago by Jeff
Pilsner, co-host of Kootenay Co-op
Radio’s ‘Shift Happens’ show, which
recently featured the Summit Lake
issue. The Avaaz petition had 228
signatures as of March 20.
“We are so happy that NACFOR
has stopped for now. It’s what we
wanted – time to work on the park,”
says Charet.
The group would like to see
Summit Lake Provincial Park
expanded to include much of
NACFOR’s tenure in that area.
“We don’t know enough about
the toads,” Charet said. “Yes, they’ve
done some studies, but the toads are
bordering on extinction. We can’t
keep doing what we’re doing and
expect the species to survive.”
The provincial government
proposed a 462-hectare expansion
of Summit Lake Provincial Park
in 1997, but the proposal doesn’t
include the western toad’s forested
habitat in NACFOR’s tenure. Then
in 2006, the Ministry of Forests
established a map reserve over the
462 hectares under Section 16 of
the Land Act. This ensures that no

Land Act tenure can be granted on
the lands without approval of the
Ministry of Forests. The map reserve

at Summit Lake will be reviewed
this June, but this review does not
trigger a public process. A Ministry of

Environment spokesperson reported
that the ministry intends to keep the
map reserve in place.

About 20 people held a candlelight vigil for the western toad outside the Nakusp Village office during the March 14 council meeting. The vigil was
a protest against NACFOR’s planned logging near Summit Lake.

South Slocan bridge replacement design will include tunnel
by Jan McMurray
The Ministry of Transportation
and Infrastructure has decided to
replace the South Slocan bridge
with a design that will include a
tunnel, ensuring pedestrian access
is maintained.
“It’s great that the community
has been heard and a pedestrian
underpass will now be part of the
bridge replacement design,” said
Craig Lawrence of the Slocan Valley
Heritage Trail Society. “We’ve been
trying for eight years to get the
Ministry of Transportation to commit
to this. What it took to make it work
was having residents come out en
masse to the ministry’s open house
on March 1. A big thanks go out for
their support.”

A tender process is planned
for late 2016 with construction
anticipated to start in spring of 2017.
“Now we can finally aim towards
developing the southernmost
terminus of the Slocan Valley Rail
Trail and begin to rehabilitate
that last kilometre passing under
the South Slocan Bridge that’s
been sitting in limbo awaiting this
decision,” Lawrence said. “The work
won’t begin until next year, but we
think once it’s all done, we’ll be
seeing the rail trail becoming even
more of a destination for both the
regional cycling community and the
environmentally conscious tourist.”
Minister of Transportation Todd
Stone commented, “We heard loud
and clear the concerns of local
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residents in maintaining trail access
underneath this bridge. This is
another example of collaboration
between all levels of government to
ensure we’re meeting the needs of
the local community, while ensuring
safety remains top of mind as we
move forward with replacing this
important bridge connecting these
communities.”
The road design will also include
wider shoulders and improved
intersections to adjacent roads.
The ministry is working closely
with local government, the Slocan
Valley Heritage Trail Society, the
Trans Canada Trail Society and
the Regional District of Central
Kootenay to further enhance trail
connectivity in the area.
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SD8 facilities plan process to proceed as scheduled
by Sheri Walsh
The School District board of
education has decided not to extend the
feedback period for the current phase of
the facilities planning process (scenario
scoring) despite requests from the District
Parent Advisory Council, the president
of the Nelson and District Teachers’
Association, and a few individual parents.
The facilities plan issue compelled about
40 people to attend the March 8 Kootenay
Lake board of education meeting.
Several parents spoke about the
value of their community schools, and
asked questions about specific scenarios
and how scoring was done. Valhalla
Wilderness Program (VWP) student
Talel McBriar told the board that moving
the VWP to Mt. Sentinel would be
detrimental because WE Graham is
so close to Slocan Lake and Valhalla
Provincial Park, where so many activities
occur. She also spoke to the emotional
connection that the students have to
WE Graham and the Slocan area. A
few parents, as well as Paul Boscariol,
president of the Nelson and District
Teachers’ Association, requested a twoweek extension to the scenario scoring
feedback period scheduled to end on
March 28, the final day of spring break.
Recently introduced changes to
board meeting procedures no longer
allow time for questions from the public
to be answered when asked, instead
deferring answers to the subsequent
meeting. However, a facilities plan item
was added to the beginning of the agenda
because of the high level of public interest

and because the board recognized that
delaying the answers until the next board
meeting on April 5 would render them
irrelevant.
Superintendent Jeff Jones gave a brief
summary of the facilities plan process
and assured that there is no plan yet and
that all feedback would be considered.
Board Chair Lenora Trenaman read out
written responses to several questions
about facilities plan scenarios and scoring
contained within a letter from the District
Parent Advisory Council (DPAC), and
Secretary-Treasurer Kim Morris answered
the questions asked during the public
question period.
Creston trustee Cody Beebe moved to
extend the feedback period until April 15,
as requested. The motion was seconded by
Nelson trustee Bill Maslechko. No other
trustees supported the resolution, so it
was defeated.
Since March 7, trustees and SecretaryTreasurer Kim Morris have been travelling
throughout the district meeting with
PACs to discuss the facilities plan and to
respond to parent questions and concerns.
Morris travelled to Meadow Creek and
met with Jewett Elementary parents on
March 7, while parents from Winlaw
and WE Graham met with Trustees
Nazaroff and Trenaman on March 10 (see
related article). Everyone is encouraged
to continue to submit their feedback
regarding the scenario scoring and to
suggest new scenarios until March 28.
Trustees and senior staff are working
throughout the spring break to develop
a draft plan, which will be unveiled at a
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special open board meeting on Tuesday,
March 29 at 5 pm at the Nelson school
board office.
The draft facilities plan will then
be presented at public meetings in each
family of schools, beginning March 30
at Winlaw Elementary and ending on

April 7 at JV Humphries. All meetings
begin at 6:30 pm. Feedback on the draft
plan may be sent to facilities@sd8.bc.ca
until April 30.
The board is hoping to approve the
plan at the May 3 board of education
meeting.

Implementation will occur in stages,
beginning with changes that are easiest to
implement and least disruptive to students.
All facilities plan documentation along
with supporting information and meeting
schedules can be found at http://www.sd8.
bc.ca/?p=3507.

by Lori Thompson
SD8 has too many empty desks in
its schools. Almost 2,000 are projected to
be vacant next September. While school
district capacity utilization averages 70
percent, a few schools such as Winlaw
and Blewett are bursting at the seams,
while others such as WE Graham are
operating well below their capacity. The
Ministry of Education requires at least
85 percent capacity utilization and a
long-term facilities plan before they will
provide funding for new schools. This
means some schools in SD8 are likely
to close. Of the 50 scored scenarios
suggested for the district facilities plan,
several included school closures. In the
Slocan Valley family of schools, most
of the scenario options concern Winlaw
Elementary or WE Graham.
Ten parents from these schools
met with Trustees Sharon Nazaroff and
Lenora Trenaman for over two hours at
Winlaw Elementary School on March 10
seeking answers to their questions.
Trustee Nazaroff drew parents’
attention to the $83 million in deferred
maintenance costs. She added that
“closing one school would allow funds
to be directed to other schools.” Everyone

agreed that putting money into students
rather than buildings is most important.
Manon Perriere asked about
rural school grants. Trustee Trenaman
explained that these differed depending
on school enrolment, distance from
the board office and size of the school
community. She stated that changes
to these grants had been accounted for
when scoring the economic criteria for
each scenario.
One parent asked, “What does a
school closure cost the district?” The
trustees responded that selling a school
requires approval of the Ministry of
Education and can take considerable
time. Utility costs decrease, but basic
maintenance must continue until the
facility is sold. Another parent asked
about the cost of developing the facilities
plan. The trustees replied that the
only costs were staff time and travel.
Questions were also asked about selling
district administration buildings. Trustee
Trenaman assured parents that all district
buildings would be included in the plan.
Courtney Hulbert expressed her
love for her community of Slocan and
what WE Graham has to offer. She
urged trustees to really look beyond

the dollar. “My hope is that people are
given a choice, not forced.” Whatever
the outcome, parents agreed that the
transition process for their children was of
primary importance and that it should be
thoughtful and judicious. The trustees said
the plan would include the progression of
reconfigurations and closures over time
and that staffing considerations would
play a role in determining how the plan
would be phased in.
Trustee Trenaman, reflecting back
to when she had children in school, said,
“this has been the best process by far”
to determine school reconfigurations
and closures. Winlaw and WE Graham
parents have twice thought their school
would be closing and parents at this
meeting who had experienced those
discussions agreed that this was a much
better process.
Trustee Trenaman encouraged
parents to keep the questions and
comments flowing. She said that every
submission to facilities@sd8.bc.ca is
sent to all trustees and senior district
administrative staff.
See the related article for additional
information about the facilities plan
process.

SD8 Facilities Plan: Winlaw and WE Graham parents meet with trustees
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New Water Sustainability Act garners praise, criticism
by Art Joyce
After six years of public consultations
about the need to modernize BC’s water
legislation, the Water Sustainability Act
(WSA) was enacted on February 29 with an
initial phase of regulations. So far the new
Act has generated mostly positive reviews,
with a primary concern being BC’s poor
record of enforcement and lack of resources
allocated to field staff.
According to a spokesperson for the
Ministry of Environment, key changes
include new licensing requirements for
non-domestic groundwater use such
as irrigation, industrial purposes, water
bottling and community water systems.
For existing non-domestic groundwater
users, the regulations provide a three-year
transition period in which to apply for a
license; application fees will be waived
for the first 12 months the WSA is in
force. Surface water and non-domestic
groundwater users will also be subject to
the new water fees and rentals announced
last year.
Domestic well owners – i.e.,
homeowners with a well that provides
water for household use, lawn and garden
watering, and water for domestic animals

– are exempt from licensing and paying
provincial water fees and rentals. Domestic
well owners are encouraged to register
their well to make their use known so it
can be protected. The ‘First in Time, First
in Rights’ (FITFIR) provision has been
retained so that existing license holders
don’t have to re-apply for rights they’ve
held for decades.
On the positive side of the ledger, Rosie
Simms at the POLIS Water Sustainability
Project at the University of Victoria notes
that groundwater has been regulated for
the first time. There will be improved
legal protections for aquatic ecosystems,
including “several new mechanisms
related to environmental flows protection
(‘environmental flows’ describes the water
flows needed for ecosystems and fish),”
states Simms. “For example, decisionmakers are now required to consider the
environmental flow needs of streams
for new authorizations for non-domestic
surface and hydraulically connected
groundwater uses. The Province can also
issue temporary orders that prioritize
the minimum flow needs of streams and
connected aquifers when significant water
shortages exist and fish and ecosystem

values are threatened.”
In addition, the new WSA planning
regime allows for the creation of water
sustainability plans to help prevent conflicts
and address risks to water quality or aquatic
ecosystem health. These plans will allow
for customized regional solutions that
can impose binding requirements on
water users and decision-makers, with
provisions for delegating decisions to
local organizations. In addition, notes
Simms, local governments can also be
required to integrate water sustainability
objectives into their land and resource
planning processes. And finally, “enhanced
monitoring and reporting requirements
can begin to fill in the gaps in freshwater
data, including on how much water license
holders are actually diverting under their
licenses.”
On the negative side of the ledger,
Aboriginal title is not specifically
recognized under the Act. “Aboriginal
Rights and Title include water,” writes
Donna Barnes on the WSA comments
page. “Water is sacred to us. You do not
have my consent.” The Union of BC
Indian Chiefs (UBCIC) currently has a
petition on its website calling for Premier

by Katrine Campbell
The Southern Interior Beetle Action
Coalition, or SIBAC, is not about getting
rid of the pine beetle. The organization is
focused on helping rural economies, many
hit by the pine beetle epidemic, diversify
and develop. Over the last three years,
it has supported economic development
projects, developed and funded regional
capacity-building projects, and developed
and completed rural research, education
and advocacy activities.
In Central Kootenay, SIBAC has
provided support and funding to several
projects including the West Koot Route
marketing plan, the Invest Kootenay
Partnership (CFDC), the Lardeau Valley
Forest Inventory Investors Package and
the Kaslo 2014 BC Rural Summit.
One of its goals for the next three years
is to facilitate development of local rural
investment funds, working with credit
unions to tap into some of the money that
is now flowing to outside investments.
Executive director Gordon Borgstrom
says the rate of business creation and
expansion in rural areas is much lower
than in urban areas. SIBAC is worried
about studies done by Selkirk College and
the Columbia Basin Rural Development
Institute which show many business
owners want to retire within the next
five years.
“Lots of owners may have real
difficulty in trying to sell,” he says. Part
of the problem is financing; many business
owners feel it is increasingly difficult to get
loans from big lenders although the actual
situation is difficult to document.

“With the research, SIBAC came
to the conclusion that if you look at
successful rural revitalization programs
the common theme is to find new models
for investment. Relying on the bank is not
good enough.”
Both Nova Scotia and Alberta have
modelled successful investment programs,
and SIBAC would like the BC government
to purpose design a new model of raising
rural investment capital. The existing
capital programs are like private venture
capital companies, geared toward high
growth, high return businesses, designed to
promote growth and development in high
tech industries clustered in urban areas.
Alberta’s program uses a co-op model
to raise money for business investment.
“I want to work with interested
individuals to get two or three operating in
the next few years,” Borgstrom said. “We
have held workshops with credit unions
and Community Futures, and brought in
people from Alberta to make presentations
to community groups. The CUs and
CFs have expressed an interest, saying,
let us know when you have identified a
community group that wants to work on
it, then we’ll get involved.”
People in rural BC, anywhere outside
the Lower Mainland, put a billion dollars
a year into RRSPs and the vast majority
of that money is invested in the Toronto
Stock Exchange or otherwise outside the
province, he said.
“We need an alternative mechanism
to see the benefit of investing in local
business – a small amount, not your whole
life savings.”

SIBAC has been working on the
concept, the board agreed to the strategy,
and Borgstrom hopes that later this spring
they can turn their attention to putting
organizational resources into making this
happen.
Any community group that sees an
opportunity should contact SIBAC at
admin@sibacs.com.
“It’s going to come down to
community leadership. They have to
drive this process. SIBAC will help but
they have to drive it.”

Turning RRSPs into local investment?

Clark to “come to the realization that First
Nations in British Columbia have the right
to water.” The POLIS Water Sustainability
Project says FITFIR rights may conflict
with Aboriginal title, extending these rights
further to groundwater and maintaining a
“water use hierarchy.”
“In conditions of scarcity, senior
licensees have the right to obtain their full
allocation of water before junior licensees
can access any water at all,” explains
Simms. West Coast Environmental Law
(WCEL) also criticizes the retention
of FITFIR, which allows multinational
corporations like Nestle to retain
their licenses, although under greater
regulatory scrutiny. FITFIR could also
trump the section of the Act that requires
“environmental flows” be considered in
the management of water licenses. Much
will depend on the final regulatory structure
of the Act. Further, WCEL notes that the
Act’s provision of extending short-term
approvals for water licenses from 12 to 24
months appears to be a concession to the
fracking industry. The BC government’s
practice of issuing repeat authorizations
to oil and gas companies for this use
has recently been challenged in court by
Ecojustice.
Watchdog groups like POLIS and
WCEL say the Act’s effectiveness hinges
upon developing – and enforcing – strong
regulations. Slocan Valley resident Nelle
Maxey, who was among those making
submissions to the WSA, agrees. “No
legislation is worth anything without the
regulations on how the always vague
legislative language will be implemented
on the ground,” says Maxey.
The Ministry of Environment

spokesperson says that work will occur in
the next phase of regulations and policies
to be initiated later this year, and will
cover measuring and reporting, livestock
watering, water objectives, planning and
governance.
Before the WSA, BC water
regulations had not been updated in over
a century. WSA consultations generated
an unprecedented amount of feedback
– more than 2,250 written submissions
from individual citizens, First Nations
organizations and stakeholder groups.
For more analysis of the WSA,
visit: wcel.org, poliswaterproject.
org, ubcic.bc.ca, engage.gov.bc.ca/
watersustainabilityact. To read the Act, go
to leg.bc.ca and type “water sustainability
act” in the search bar.
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OPINION

Toads

The Village-owned company
called Nakusp and Area Community
Forest (NACFOR) has said that
people who wish to prevent the
extinction of another fragile creature
are a “special interest group.”
So, is a profit-motivated logging
company a “special interest group”?
Walter Pasieka
Nakusp

Yes to carbon tax

Poet Wallace Stevens once said:
“After the final no, there comes a yes, and
on that yes the future world depends.” So
many movements throughout time have
met with no after no. The abolitionist,
the suffragists, the movement against
apartheid, all met with endless ‘No!’
Until one day humanity understood the
imperative of ‘yes’ to the moral issue of
their time.
Today we stand at another brink.
The changing climate. January was the
371st month in a row warmer than the
20th century average. NASA reveals
temperatures in February have
smashed a century of global records
by a “stunning” margin.
The governor of the Bank of
England states, “The vast majority of the
carbon reserves are unburnable” because
burning them will only accelerate the
climate crisis.
But ‘yes’ is rising. Since 2010, global
investments in renewables surpassed
those of the heavily subsidized fossil
fuel industry.
Globally, 96 cities, states and even
countries have set ambitious targets to
achieve up to 100 percent renewable
energy. Some of the largest and most
recognized companies are committing to
– and securing – 100 percent renewable
power.
A tax on carbon is essential, making
polluters begin to pay directly for
previously externalized carbon costs.
The impact on consumers can be reduced
by redistributing the revenues to them.
On this yes our future depends.
Yvonne James
Nakusp
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Combatting
climate change

To Carolyn Bennett, Minister of
Indigenous and Northern Affairs:
I am 75 years old and have farmed
here for 60 years. I am old enough to
have seen the climate change. When I
was a teenager, I skated on the Slocan
River some years. My father said that
back in the 1900s, Slocan Lake would
freeze over for a spell and coal would
have to be taken out to the CPR steamer
to keep the boiler from freezing.
During the 1960s and ’70s there
would be -20°C weather for a week or
two spell in January. By 1990, it would
be only for one night or so. For the last
15 years, I have not seen it reach that
temperature and now this year the snow
has all gone from the bottomland by
March 1st.
I am well read enough to be aware of
the progress the world has been making.
What I see is negative progress. Our
waste is piling up. The weather is more
unstable. There are longer droughts.
There is increasing extinction of other
species and it looks like we are next.
‘Human Extinction by 2030’ – Google
it on YouTube.
What we need is a stiff carbon
tax and use the money to build 4th
generation nuclear reactors. We need
to build 10,000 of them worldwide. We
need to start using some of their power
to remove the C02 from the ocean then
remove the oxygen and bury the carbon
in the ground.
Frank Nixon
Winlaw

More support
for the energy
sector

The Kyle Bakx article for CBC
News, posted on February 25, starts
with the header ‘IEA recommends
more government funding for energy
sector.’ In the article, the International
Energy Agency (IEA) is suggesting
continued subsidies for fossil fuel
industries to help with the crisis in
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that sector. This is the same IEA that
projected that by 2020, the share of
global energy consumption from
renewables will have increased from
21 percent in 2010 to 25 percent.
In the Frankfurt School of Finance
and Management’s 2015 report, it
is noted that global investment in
renewable power fuels was $270
billion in 2014, nearly 17 percent
higher than the previous year. There
is a definite trend here.
The International Monetary Fund
(IMF) reported that in 2011 global
subsidies to the fossil fuel sector were
about $800 billion. Some of this is
‘implied’ subsidy, in that the costs
related to environmental damage,
pollution, and health issues were not
factored into the GDP. According
to a paper from the University of
Cambridge Judge Business School
authored by Hope, Gilding and
Alverez, when the real costs of
climate change from this sector are
factored in, the story changes. For all
the companies studied, these subsidies
exceeded their post-tax profit. If
we are considering subsidies to the
energy sector, we need to look at
what part of that sector, global trends
in investment, and how this will help
the transition to renewable energy
sources.
Ron Robinson
Nelson

Kaslo Chamber
responds to
motorcycle issue

Dear Ian McLeod, president of West
Kootenay Road Runners Motorcycle
Club:
The Kaslo and Area Chamber
of Commerce, representing our
membership of local businesses and
NGOs, would like your group to know
that Kaslo and Area D welcomes
all tourism traffic within the North
Kootenay Lake region. Our Chamber
is also represented within the Nelson
Kootenay Lake Tourism DMO
(Destination Marketing Organization)
and the West Kootenay Tourism
Alliance, all of whom support ‘rubber
to road’ tourism traffic.
Before I contacted you, I attended a
meeting that was organized by the group
that circulated the anti-noise petition, to
observe whether or not it was actually
directed at motorcycles. Although the
originator of the petition mentions
motorcycles with illegal mufflers or
straight pipes, he made it clear that
the petition was about the problem
of excessive noise. Some Chamber
board members and membership who
attended this meeting expressed their
concern that misinterpretation of the
intent of the petition could negatively
impact tourism in our area. The meeting

resolved to clarify that the petition was
about unnecessary and illegal noise
by any vehicles – signifying a lack
of consideration and courtesy to the
peaceful rural communities that happen
to be located on some of North America’s
best motorcycling routes. That message
has unfortunately been distorted by the
media and some letter writers, something
our community has resolved to correct
through education and the promotion of
our ‘Healthy Communities.’
The Chamber will be contacting,
through social media, as many of the
‘rubber-to-road’ groups to promote our
area as ‘tourism friendly’ for all forms
of traffic (whether vehicular, air or water
traffic). All we ask of visitors is courtesy
and consideration.
We welcome you to our communities
and to ride the connecting roads that make
up some of the most scenic and beautiful
countryside in the Kootenays. We hope
that riders will be cognizant of concerns
about excessive and unnecessary noise
while our communities will continue
to welcome all tourism traffic. Besides
the natural scenery we wish to continue
to offer rural serenity in our quaint
mountain villages.
Please contact me, at your
convenience, if you would like to discuss
this further.
John Addison, president
Kaslo & Area Chamber of
Commerce
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Kaslo mayor
writes to Ian
McLeod,
president of the
West Kootenay
Road Runners
Motorcycle Club

Re: Syd’s Fun Run for Muscular
Dystrophy
On behalf of council, I would
like to re-emphasize my February 7
communication to you that the Village
welcomes your event to this community
every year and will enthusiastically
continue to do so. It is a valuable event
raising funds for a worthy cause and
our businesses benefit from the time the
participants spend here.
Neither the West Kootenay Road
Runners Motorcycle Club nor the
proponents of the petition asking that
the Attorney General require better
enforcement of the Province’s excessive
noise laws have formally requested
that the Village take a position on
the more general issue of motorcycle
noise enforcement. This is a matter of
provincial jurisdiction that the Regional
District of Central Kootenay, on behalf
of the region, is considering taking to
UBCM in September for fuller debate
in an appropriate forum. If council
determined that it had any issues with
excessive motorcycle noise in Kaslo
specifically, it would take the matter up
directly with the RCMP, which it has
not done, and consider writing to the
Attorney General.
The Village has both noise
abatement and traffic regulation bylaws
and is generally complaint-reactive.
Reasonable levels of vehicular noise
during business hours will not trigger
complaints that result in any kind of
enforcement action. The CAO has
confirmed that he can find no recent
record of any formal bylaw enforcement
complaint with respect to excessive noise
(from any source) in the village for at
least the last five years.
I encourage you to continue your
annual activities undeterred and trust that
you will both raise funds successfully
and enjoy your time in Kaslo.
Suzan Hewat
Mayor of Kaslo

Restoring fish stocks
in Kootenay Lake

I was glad to read the story published
in the Valley Voice and Nelson Star in
regards to the Province’s plan to restore
the kokanee stocks in Kootenay Lake,
but I am not confident that the measures
they talked about will do the trick.
According to biologists, there are
too many predators in the lake and not
enough prey. They are definitely right
about the prey – kokanee spawning
numbers in the Meadow Creek spawning
channel have fallen from 500,000 five
years ago to 10,000 last year. That is not
just a precipitous drop, it is bordering on
extinction. I do not agree that there are

too many predators. I think if that was
true, we would be seeing huge catches
of skinny trout, easily caught, and to my
knowledge this is not the case.
The article goes on to list what is
seen as the solution, and part of that
plan includes nutrient addition. In other
words, pouring the Elephant brand
fertilizer into the lake. This is definitely
good for Cominco, as it is a mighty big
garden patch to fertilize, but what if the
addition of this smelter by-product is a
big part of the problem?
There is a dam upstream of the north
end of the lake... a dam that generates not
one bit of electricity. Its only function is
to store water for later generation. As
a by-product it also helps somewhat
with flood control. The downside is that
it stops the natural nutrient flow, and
prevents the fish from reaching their
natural spawning grounds.
If we were really serious about
taking a step to restore Kootenay Lake
to its former glory, we would be talking
about taking out this useless obstruction.
But BC Hydro would never allow it.
They are in the business of making
money, not the business of repairing
the damage they have already done and
continue to do to the environment.
Rod Retzlaff
Glade

Reading Fortis’
new meters

Unlike the analogue, there is no
revolving horizontal dial, revolving
slowly or quickly, depending on the
amount of electricity you are using.
Instead, you will see eight sets of
information bits that spit out on the bar
screen every few seconds in a cycle. This
information is expressed in (sometimes
funny looking) numbers and letters. You
can find some explanation on Fortis’
website. Here is more. Check it out!
For RF-off, you should see:
401 - which measures in KWh what
is being used.
402 - also in KWh, and which will
read 000000 unless you are sending
power back to the grid.
477 - shows the amount of voltage,
delivered from the transformer to your
house.
5.005, and then either 76, or 71 - this
is the ID number of your meter’s version
of the Itron firmware.
8888 88888 is just a display test
so they “know the meter is displaying
properly.”
‘Not reg’ means that your meter
is not registered to the wireless billing
system.
‘Level’ gives the number
of microwave ‘hops’ (around your
neighbourhood’s meters) to the collector
- should read 0.
‘Not sync’ means ‘not in sync’ with
the wireless network, i.e. there is no
wireless transmission capability through
either the zigbee chip portal to ‘read’
microwaves from a corresponding chip
on your household appliances, or from
the antenna that sends the signal back
to Fortis.
If you have RF-on, the differences
from the RF-off will be three: It will read

‘reg’ (wireless billing) instead of ‘not reg’
(read manually by meter reader); ‘sync’
indicating the potential for wireless
transmissions from microwave-emitting
chips on your appliances to be in sync
with the receiving zigbee chip on the
meter, and back to Fortis; and ‘level,’
indicating the number of houses around
you where the signal goes (or ‘hops’)
before it reaches the collector and
transmits wirelessly back to Fortis, will
have a number. The rest will be the same.
If you know of someone who has
experienced negative effects from too
much cell phone technology radiation
and you think that you’d like to do your
part to reduce microwave exposure to
the public in general, you should know
that the wireless smart meter emits
the same frequency, causing the same
potential problems, and that you can still
have your meter changed to RF-off. As
well, data from an RF-off meter can’t
be hacked.
Daphne Fields
Slocan

Last resort for toads

In one of its handouts, NACFOR
asks: What is the traveling public and
highway impact to toads and how can
it be mitigated?
This is a question that has been
addressed for the last 10 years. In
2006, the first two culverts were built
to accommodate toad migration. Later,
a bigger tunnel was added. Columbia
Basin Trust provided a $41,000 grant to
Jakob Dulisse Consulting of Nelson to
research toad migration. It is precisely
the deleterious impact of traffic on the
road which renders a further insult to the
toad habitat so devastating.
The NACFOR handout says:
Western toads are widespread
throughout their natural range in North
America. Wrong. In the United States
they are endangered, that is, on the verge
of extinction. The IUCN has red-listed
them which is equivalent to endangered.
It is only in BC that they are (still) bluelisted. Toad habitat is vanishing rapidly.
Specific problem areas are the Sea to Sky
Highway and roads around Chilliwack.
The flooding of the Arrow Lakes wiped
out a vast range of toad habitat. It is
small, relatively isolated lakes like Box
Lake, Summit Lake, and Fish Lake that
are a last resort for these fascinating
creatures. The Box Lake habitat, home
to not one but two blue-listed species,
the western toad and the painted turtle,
was substantially destroyed without any
warning or impact study. Summit Lake is
about to meet the same fate, albeit with
tens of thousands invested in study. Fish
Lake may well be next.
The handout goes on to say: If we
do nothing, we will learn nothing, the
implication being that unless the area is
logged we have no way of knowing if
logging affects the toads. Wrong again.
Millions of dollars have been spent on
precisely such research. We know that
these toads are particularly susceptible
to destruction or fragmentation of their
habitat. This is why they are rapidly
declining in number. According to
seniors who have grown up here, the
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current toad population is a fraction of
what it was just 30 years ago. This is
why they are blue listed: loss of habitat
and declining numbers.
Now some may say they “don’t give
a damn about a G–damn toad,” and they
are, of course, entitled to their opinion.
But some of us (quite a few, actually) do
not want to live in a world without fish,
birds, frogs, toads and garter snakes,
without deer, bears, raccoons and the
occasional moose, without mosses and
mushrooms and huckleberries. That’s
why we live here and not in a big city.
Logging is one thing, but the destruction
of this priceless little jewel of our
environment is sacrilege.
Elsje de Boer
Fauquier

as an example, has lost 91 percent of its
aquatic biodiversity, and the Kootenay
River between the Libby Dam and the
mouth of Kootenay Lake 40 percent
since all the hydro dams were built on
the Kootenay-Columbia river system.
In conclusion, each of us need to
learn how to play our part in tackling
human-induced climate change and
lowering our footprint on the planet in
general so that other species can live
here too. In the United States, as one
example, the solar industry now employs
over 200,000 people, three times more
than the number working at mining
coal. Installing an alternative energy
system at your house or business will
not only help move you towards energy
self-sufficiency, you will also be creating
local employment as well.
Andy Shadrack and Gail Bauman
Kaslo

Alternative energy
saves money,
Motorcycle noise
creates jobs
As a villager of Kaslo, I would like

Max Yanke and Leon Pendleton
have repeated their statements that
solar installation and production in the
Kootenays is “greenwash.”
In contrast, Gail and I have spent
over a decade decreasing our household
electrical consumption. From December
2005 to February 2006 (FortisBC can
confirm our data), our power bill showed
us using 19 kWh per day – about half
of what Mr. Yanke says is normal for
a typical Canadian household. For the
record, we have an electric hot water
heater, fridge, electric stove, washing
machine, freezer, two flat screen TVs,
two laptops and an old desktop.
This year our off-the-grid December
to February consumption has dropped
from 10 kWh to 7.8 kWh per day - a
22 percent decrease. Mr. Yanke claims
that this kind of decline is very small.
In fact, over ten calendar years Gail and
I estimate we reduced our purchase of
household electricity by over 26 MWh.
Last year, after installing our
household solar system and hooking
up to FortisBC’s net metering program,
we purchased 1.4 fewer MWh from
FortisBC. That’s a 42.8 percent
reduction. Over ten years, that solar
production will ensure that we purchase
13.95 fewer MWh from FortisBC. If
just ten households follow our example
with solar installation, 139.5 fewer MWh
will be purchased in a decade, and 1,395
MWh if a hundred households join us.
These little steps, when accumulated
together, add up to some impressive
numbers.
In 2015, we spent $58.28 per billing
period buying FortisBC electricity,
while saving $68.34 in each same
billing period, thanks to adopting energy
efficient practices and installing solar.
Our production and consumption
figures, and the money saved, speak for
themselves. We encourage your readers
to consider our numbers, as we think that
Mr. Yanke is trying to make his figures
fit his argument rather than taking the
time to assess how solar technology is
changing and improving over time.
Hydroelectric power production is
neither clean nor ‘green.’ The Columbia
River reach between Castlegar and Trail,

to respond to Mayor Susan Hewat’s
letter to Ian McLeod, president of West
Kootenay Road Runners Motorcycle
Club.
Mayor Hewat states that motorcycle
excessive noise law enforcement is a
matter of provincial jurisdiction, which
I would characterize as ‘top-down.’And
I agree. However, surely it is just as
important an issue from the ‘bottom up.’
It needs attention from both directions.
Local citizenry is where the tire meets the
road. We are the ones who are suffering
most directly.
Mayor Hewat also states that the
council has not determined that there
is any issue with excessive motorcycle
noise in our community of Kaslo. I am
incredulous! How many other issues
have the support of a petition with more
than 4,000 signatures? How many
other issues have generated so many
impassioned and measured letters to
the editor? How could the importance
of this issue be so trivialized? It is not
true that nobody has complained to
the police. They have. No one wants
to submit a complaint to a police force
that appears uninterested. Those who
have complained have been made to feel
suspect themselves.
The ‘Kaslo brand’ embodies beauty,
peace and quiet. This brand will bring
the most tourist money to Kaslo. These
elements are becoming more and more
precious as the world becomes louder,
more degraded and aggressive. We stand
to gain immeasurably if we keep our eyes
on the prize. What business sense does it
make to pit one brand against another?
To encourage a ten percent brand to
destroy the ninety percent brand? To
alienate local residents by encouraging
this nonsense?
This debate should not be obfuscated
by declarations about the noise from
lawnmowers, chainsaws, leaf blowers
and Village maintenance machinery.
Those do not fall under the Motor
Vehicle Act and there are sufficient
bylaws in place to deal with them. Unless
of course your habit is to go touring on
your lawnmower.
continued on page 6
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continued from page 5
It is often stated that straight pipes
save lives. People claim that loud noise
allows other motorists to recognize
motorcyclists. But the noise from
straight pipes goes out the back of the
vehicle, whereas, in order to be an
effective warning the noise needs to
project from the front of the vehicle,
as we see with vehicle horns and
ambulance sirens. I have yet to see a
straight pipe biker going down the road
backwards.
Those of us who ride legal
machines are tired of being tarred
by the anti-social behavior of a few.
Motorcycles are already over-indulged
as they are allowed to emit 92 decibels.
WorkSafeBC requires hearing protection
at 82 decibels. And be reminded: like the
Richter Scale, every succeeding number
is a tenfold increase over the number
before.
The municipal encouragement I

would like to see expressed toward
motorcycle clubs would be: Yes, you
are most welcome in our community.
But please install the equipment on your
machines to ensure they all comply with
the Motor Vehicle Act before you come.
Christopher Klassen
Kaslo

Open letter to
Donna Lommer
for Erwin Malzer,
Chair, IHA

Thank you for your letter of
response of March 7 on behalf of the
IHA Board Chair.
I must admit that your response
really did not touch on the most
significant problem I tried to address,
that of your need to have the respect
of health consumers and working
staff (the ones who are working face

to face with patients).
One way of engendering this
respect is to take a more careful
look at the notion that centralizing
a service is more efficient. You
may have done some amazing
math to figure out that investing
in a centralized laundry service
for southern BC will have less of
a carbon footprint than reinvesting
in an already centralized service in
Nelson, but I remain a skeptic. Owing
to your money-saving scheme, all the
outlying care centres that are part of
Nelson’s constellation will still need
to be collected, brought to Nelson,
and then moved to somewhere in the
Okanagan. And now I learn in this
morning’s paper that the company
you’ve chosen to take in the laundry
for the whole system has not yet
told you where they intend to build
their facility. How did you award a
contract without knowing where the
plant would be located? This seems
a pretty fundamental detail to me.
Centralizing as a way of gaining
efficiency is a false notion. Many
jurisdictions under a wide range
of circumstances have shown that
decentralization actually is more
efficient. Plus, decentralized systems
can better monitor and control their
investment needs and keep them
relevant to the community’s needs.
More importantly, decentralized
services have a much better ability to
earn and keep the respect and loyalty
of the communities which they
serve. Tell me why you will receive
loyalty and good will when you gut
an essential part of a community’s
health delivery service? I guarantee
you will receive little respect, loyalty,
or good will when you take it away
and give it to someplace that is not
even actually known yet. (A real PR
gaff. IMHO.)
No, the way to earn my respect is
to explain yourselves better to health
consumers in BC. Please provide
evidence that you made and continue
to make a cogent and strong case to
the BC government that IT should be
providing you with the $35 million
you say you will save when you shut
down Nelson’s community-based,
already centralized, laundry service.
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All we out here in the boonies know
is IHA keeps needing to cut its budget
and find more savings. We do not
hear about your efforts to persuade
the BC Liberal government that it is
starving its health care system while
it subsidizes industries that are not
going to actually be developed, and
builds unnecessary dams.
Bill Wells
Kaslo

Let’s invest in
the renewable
energy future

100 percent renewable is not
only 100 percent possible, it will save
money and it can be done without
job losses.
It doesn’t make sense to squander
more public money on the already
highly subsidized fossil fuel industry.
Fossil fuels are: depleting; a primary
source of air pollution; the major
cause of global climatic change;
and more expensive than renewable
energy.
Since 2001, studies have
consistently shown that renewable
energy costs less than fossil fuels.
Looking into the future, renewable
energy costs will continue to fall while
fossil fuel costs will continue to rise
(notwithstanding the current dip in oil
prices, which is not expected to last).
Renewable energy now costs less
than fossil fuels because the easy-torecover, low-cost conventional fossil
fuels are largely gone.
The days when we could drill a
few hundred metres and out would
come bubbling crude are over.
Today’s fossil fuels are incredibly
expensive such as the tar sands,
LNG (LFG, liquefied fracked gas),
sour gas, off-shore oil, fracked shale
oil, and mountain-top removal coal
mining. With these fossil fuels, the
energy return on investment (amount
of energy spent to recover a barrel of
oil) is around one barrel of oil.
We’re wasting money squeezing
the last drops of fossil fuels from
Mother Earth.
Just like when we walked away
from typewriters in the advent of
computers, it’s time to walk away

BLAZE KING/
VALLEY
COMFORT
TAKE ADVANTAGE!
RDCK WOOD
STOVE EXCHANGE
PROGRAM GRANTS
STILL AVAILABLE
FOR THE VALLEY

KOOTENAY FURNACE LTD.
Slocan City • 250-355-0088

– Factory prices are going up April 1st, put your orders in now –

from fossil fuels. Subsidies won’t
bring back depleted oil reserves.
Leave what’s left in the ground and
save money.
On the other hand, the sun
continues to shine free of charge. We
continue to improve technologies to
harness solar energy. The potential is
vast. Renewable energy prices have
no where to go but down.
The problem is the current fossil
fuel – employment equation. In
Canada, there are tens of thousands of
jobs in fossil fuel recovery, transport,
refining, etc.
The question is how do we switch
from high cost, rapidly depleting, air
polluting, climate changing fossil
fuels to low cost renewable energy
while preserving jobs in the fossil
fuel sector?
The answer is simple. Transfer the
$2.9 billion in annual subsidies from
the fossil fuel sector to the renewable
energy sector. Then, guarantee jobs for
everyone employed in the fossil fuel
industry with jobs in the renewable
energy sector. We’d recover the
investment in lower energy costs.
Rather than waste more money
on the fossil fuels, our governments
need to map a humane transition to a
lower-cost, fossil-fuel-free economy.
By humane, I mean protect
jobs. Remember the 1992 Atlantic
cod fishery collapse? A renewable
resource was so poorly managed that
the industry crumbled and 40,000
people lost their jobs creating a social
disaster. Marriages and families
dissolved, alcoholism and substance
abuse increased, crime worsened,
suicides rose.
Based on that experience, imagine
what would happen if Canada stopped
the fossil fuel industry without a plan
for the tens of thousands of working
Canadians employed in the fossil
fuel sector.
To avoid that catastrophe, it
makes economic sense to guarantee
jobs for all the tar sands workers
and for all the workers on the other
expensive fossil fuel projects.Those
workers could be more profitably
employed building and installing wind
turbines, solar panels, geothermal
energy systems, concentrated solar
thermal power plants, and biodiesel
facilities. Those workers could retrofit
existing buildings to consume less
energy, consume no energy or to
generate energy. Those workers
could modify auto factories to build
electric cars, and build clean energy
mass transit.
We need to guarantee jobs for
displaced fossil fuel workers in the
renewable energy sector to speed the
transition to a sustainable economy
and to meet our climate change targets.
Let’s invest in the future, not in
the past.
100 percent renewable is not
only 100 percent possible, it will save
money and it can be done without
job losses.
Robert Macrae
Castlegar
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Slocan council, March 14: Slocan Lake Stewardship Society presentation
by Barbara Curry Mulcahy
• Sally Hammond and Ann
Meidinger, directors of the Slocan Lake
Stewardship Society, gave a presentation
on their Ecosystem-based Conservation
Action Framework for Slocan Lake. A
Resource Analysis by biologist Marcy
Mahr, the first step in a three-part process,
has been completed.
Mahr interviewed 11 science
professionals familiar with the Slocan
Lake region. The experts identified four
significant threats to this ecosystem:
invasive species, direct loss of habitat,
recreational pressure, and uncertainty
of climate change impacts. SLSS and
its partners can focus on five actions for
significant, positive impacts in the Slocan
Lake Ecosystem: prevent and control
invasive species, protect existing habitat,
enhance connectivity and corridors,
reduce recreational pressure, advance
climate resilience through mitigation

Passmore Pluckers
abattoir to continue
operating

by Jan McMurray
Passmore Pluckers poultry abattoir
has found a way to carry on. Kyle Wiebe
from Nelson will operate the facility under
the mentorship of Alex and Judi Morton,
owner/operators for the past five years.
“In some ways I’m an unlikely
candidate for this venture,” says Wiebe,
“but Alex and Judi’s commitment to find
a local buyer and an angel investor’s
very generous financing has put me in a
position to keep this thing going.”
Wiebe grew up on a mixed farm in
Saskatchewan. “I’ve always missed the
agricultural upbringing I had. I’ve been
wanting to become a producer for quite
some time,” he explains.
His dream would have been seriously
affected by the loss of the abattoir. “So
I think it is worth investing the energy
for the community and for myself. It’s
unusual that the money’s there, and the
idea’s there, but there’s no one on the
ground to do the work. It’s usually other
way around,” he says.
Wiebe says he quickly realized the
great opportunity to learn the business
under Alex and Judi. “I’ll learn from them
and they can slowly back out,” he says.
“The intent is to keep the abattoir in the
area for years to come.”
Wiebe says the service will be the
same for now, but in the longer term, he’d
like to make raising poultry birds more of
a sustainable activity for farmers.
A Slocan Valley collective was
looking at buying the abattoir, but
“ultimately, they found it hard to get
enough energy behind it,” says Wiebe.
“I’ve had some great support from them.”
For more information, check
PassmorePluckers.ca.

and adaption.
The next step in the framework is a
day-long science forum. If money can be
raised, the event will be held this summer.
The final step will be to create a report
on a course of action agreed to at the
forum. Councillor Madeleine Perriere
commended the SLSS for “looking at
the whole lake.” She said, “We are so
lucky to have a lake like that and cannot
lose it… send us a letter if you want
some money.”
• The Village will write to School
District No. 8 concerning its facilities
review. Council and members of the
public expressed support for WE Graham
Community School, noting that the
building is in good condition, the school
programs and staff have received awards,
and the school is a focal point of the
community. Dismay, indignation, and
bafflement were expressed that some of
the district’s proposed scenarios could
include closing the school. Councillor
Perriere urged those present to attend the
Schools and Facilities Planning Meeting
at 6:30 pm on March 30 at Winlaw
Elementary School.
• Council approved $5,000 from the
RDCK Community Development Fund
as the Village’s contribution to a 2016
RDCK initiative, the Cemetery Mapping
Project. The CBT will also provide
$5,000 towards the estimated project
cost of $10,000. In the early 1950s,
a fire at the Village office destroyed
cemetery records. Currently about a third
of the graves in the Slocan cemetery
are known, a third are unknown, and
a third are unmarked. This has made it
difficult to determine where to place new
graves. The Internment Cemetery also
has unmarked graves. This project will
develop an up-to-date digital cemetery
database and a cemetery web mapping
and management application that the
Village can use to track, plan and update
records and that the public can use to
find out where people have been buried.
Ground Penetrating Radar will be used to
identify the location of unmarked graves.
• Council approved the 2016 draft
operating budget prepared by CFO Colin
McClure. The budget takes into account
the reduction in the provincial Small
Community Grant for 2016. This year
the Village will get $313,000, a drop of
$12,000 from 2015. Councillor Perriere
noted her disappointment at the reduction
and Mayor Lunn agreed saying, “…so
much of our budget is contingent on that
grant.” The budget will use $29,719 from
prior years’ surplus. The CFO had said
this was reasonable because a number

of projects budgeted for in 2015 had not
been done. Perriere said, “These funds are
just being moved forward into this year.”
• No one applied to sit on the
proposed committee to review CBT
Community Initiative grant applications,
so council will once again do the job.
Applicants will be invited to give a fiveminute presentation and answer questions
on their applications at a public meeting
at 5 pm on April 25. The CAO has heard
that there is an especially large number
of applicants this year.
• The Village will reply to a letter
from Nate Lott, DIG Trail Design.
Lott expressed interest in having his
trail building business work on “the
creation of an amazing trail network in
the Springer Creek area.” Mayor Lunn
called the idea “exciting” but she and
council noted that the area was not in
the Village boundary. The Village will
suggest Lott contact Sean Marechal at
WE Graham and SCRAPA. Marechal’s
students worked on trail building in that
area and SCRAPA has mapped the trails.
• Council expressed enthusiasm for a
suggestion from Bernie Zilinsky that the
Village celebrate the 30th anniversary of
Expo Park. Dick Kelly said the Spirit of
Slocan Committee would be happy to
organize this.
• Staff will prepare a report on beach
parking. To reduce the summer traffic
bottlenecks the Village is considering
closing off the parking lot between the
fence and the beach so that all parking
would be outside of the fence.
• Site fees at the campground will be
increased by a dollar per night; sani-dump
and fire wood fees will not change; and
shower time will be reduced to 5 minutes
(from 7) per $2 charge.
• Public Works Supervisor Tim Hill

SPRING GRANTS
FUNDED BY REC.
COMM. #6
NON-PROFIT GROUPS
for Villages of New Denver,
Silverton and Area H.
APPLICATIONS AVAILABLE AT:
Village of New Denver and Silverton Offices or email reccomm6@
gmail.com for applications or
information.
Applications close
April 1, 2016

reported that he and Lachlan McGreal
had gone to Vernon to attend courses at
MTS (Maintenance Training Systems)
on reservoir maintenance and cleaning
and hypo-chlorination. The courses
were required to keep their Water Plant
operators certificates up to date. MTS will
bring an ROV (a submersible remotely
operated vehicle) to inspect the Slocan
reservoir on March 22. Hill said this
would be a cost effective and valuable
service.
• Mayor Jessica Lunn and CAO
Michelle Gordon continued their
stakeholder meetings in February. They
met with the Slocan Valley Outriders
Association and Helma Rainey, operator
of the Springer Creek RV Park and
Campground during February. The
Mayor and CAO met with 12 groups
in January.
• The Screech Owl Standing
Committee and the Fitness Centre
Standing Committee were changed
to Advisory Commissions. Terms of
reference were changed to reflect the
changes and larger numbers of members
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on each commission. Cal Alymer, Phyllis
Del Puppo, Lynnda Moore, Denise
Dufault, and Leela Kapel were appointed
to the Screech Owl Lands Advisory
Commission. Councillor Perriere,
Michelle Morelli, Don Currie, Dianne
Smith, Ruby Powers, Randy Powers,
Becky Mayrhofer, Ken Fominoff, and
Linda Baltgailis were appointed to the
Fitness Centre Advisory Commission.

WANTED
TO BUY:

CEDAR AND
PINE POLES
Brian Major
• 250-938-3900

Please contact:
Gormans Pole Division

250-547-9296
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Kaslo competes for Canada’s Most Rider Friendly Community
by Katrine Campbell
Kaslo and Two Hills, Alberta
are neck and neck in the race for the
title of Canada’s Most Rider Friendly
Community. The winner will then
compete with a winner from eastern
Canada to take home the title and
grand prize.
When the contest started, New
Denver was one of six towns from
Western Canada chosen, out of 66
nominations. It made it through the
next round, narrowing the field to
three. Although still in the running as of
March 19, it is so far behind most locals
decided to switch their support to Kaslo.
Their thinking is that attracting more
motorcyclists to Kaslo will benefit New
Denver since many will have to travel

down Hwy 6 to get there.
Terry Everett led the charge on the
New Denver and Area Community
Bulletin Board Facebook page, first to
get people voting, then to support Kaslo.
“New Denver is still in the
running,” he said, “but we gave up
because we wouldn’t get enough votes
to get anywhere. So all the people [on
Facebook] who are voting decided to
throw our votes to Kaslo.”
New Denver will still get a prize for
making it into the final three, he added.
As of 6 pm on March 19, New
Denver had 155 votes, Kaslo had 5,614
and Two Hills 5,550.
The grand prize winning
community will win a multi-media
marketing campaign worth $35,000,

along with the title, trophy, and signage.
It will be featured on a future episode of
‘Ride Like A Local’ on both EastLink
TV and YouTube.
The marketing campaign will be
created by Belt Drive Betty Media,
utilizing a number of websites, radio,
TV and online TV, print and digital
delivery methods from media sponsors
and partners.
The community that comes in
second place will receive a $10,000
marketing package to be used for
promotion of local events and attractions
in their community. The third and fourth
place communities will each receive a
$2,500 marketing package.
All entries placing fifth to 12th
will each receive a $1,500 marketing

package.
On March 26, the top two will
be revealed, and from April 1-18, the
third public voting round will pick the
winner, announced on April 21.
The Rider Friendly contest’s
website says it is “a rural tourism
marketing initiative whose goal is to
create awareness of the wonderful
businesses and communities that are
there for riders to explore. Large cities
are not as inviting for motorcyclists.
With the advent of texting and driving,
along with motorcycle-only noise
bylaws, many riders prefer to get out
on the open road and away from the
majority of the dangers that cities
present. Motorcyclists also face certain
barriers when it comes to customer

service in the travel and tourism
industry.”
The contest is designed to: increase
awareness of the riding community
as a viable rural tourism market and
income stream; increase the variety
and quality of tourism offerings for the
motorcyclist; increase the number of
businesses participating in the Rider
Friendly Business Association; increase
the visibility of rural Canada as a
motorcycle destination to international
visitors; increase awareness of the
communities and small businesses that
want to work with riders; create a sense
of pride for “where we live as riders and
to showcase our communities and their
history” to other riders; increase the
visibility of the sponsors.

by Jan McMurray
Dolores Greenlaw, originally
from Meadow Creek, has won two
scholarships from Whirly-Girls
International, a non-profit organization
dedicated to advancing women in the
helicopter aviation industry.
Greenlaw is 30 years into her career
as a helicopter pilot and knows all about
leading the charge as a female pilot.
She was the first woman helicopter
airline pilot in Canada, the first woman
air ambulance captain (north and south
coast, BC), the first woman captain
offshore internationally in six countries,
the first woman captain in the Arctic, and
the first woman captain in the Northwest
Territories and Northern Alberta. “I’m
always the first woman wherever I
work,” she said.
“I was the first woman to work at
Helijet [airline and charter service based

in Vancouver], and since then, more than
50 women have had that opportunity. So
I’ve been told I’m a catalyst for change,”
she says. “It’s not always easy being the
first one. You have to have a sense of
humour.”
Until she joined the Whirly-Girls,
Greenlaw says she felt alone and
isolated. While working at Helijet, she
met Whirly-Girls founder, Jean Ross
Howard Phelan, who has since passed
away. “She was a delightful lady,” says
Greenlaw. “She came up to me with a
twinkle in her eye and said, ‘You have
got to meet my girls.’ So I went to a
conference in the US and met a lot of
accomplished, interesting women. I
made a lot of friends. There’s a whole
community of them down there.”
A helicopter ride in Lardeau (at
the old ranger station) when she was
10 years old sparked her desire to be a

helicopter pilot. However, she felt it was
much too lofty a goal and dismissed the
idea. Years later, she resolved to pursue
the career when she went for a ride while
working on a firefighting crew.
“I started sending letters to schools
and getting ignored because I am female.
I grew up in the Kootenays and had no
idea about gender being an issue. I got a
real education about it while doing my
licence and then joining the industry.
It was a rude awakening – and there
hasn’t been a lot of change over the last
30 years.”
But “on the up side,” the job is
extraordinarily varied and has taken
Greenlaw all around the world. “I’ve
worked with a lot of different cultures
in a lot of different countries,” she says.
She has worked for a helicopter airline,
air ambulance, on oil rigs both on and off
shore, for environmental companies, and

for the US Air Force maintaining radar
sites in the Arctic. She flew the Dalai
Lama from Vancouver to Victoria to
Seattle one weekend.
For the past 10 years, she has lived in
Kelowna. “It helps to live near an airport
because I’m always travelling for work,”
she says. But now she is hoping to find
work closer to home.
“I’d like to get on with the air
ambulance – there’s a need for it,” she
says. “I’m trying to find a way to get
something happening up and down the
Okanagan Valley and in the Kootenays.
The work we did on the Gulf Islands
made a huge difference!”
Greenlaw found her work on the
air ambulance on the islands the most
satisfying of all her experiences. “It was
really rewarding. I’ve got letters from
people who we helped. A lot of lives
were saved because of that.”

Greenlaw is thrilled to receive
these two Whirly-Girl scholarships for
courses that will add to her already
impressive skillset. Last year, she was
awarded the 2015 Helicopter Association
International Safety Award Scholarship
for Safety Management.

by Jan McMurray
The Kaslo infoNet Society’s internet
service has changed dramatically since
its beginnings providing wireless
internet service outside of Kaslo.
“In time, we will provide service to
most communities on Kootenay Lake
north of Balfour,” said Don Scarlett,
KiN board member.
Potentially, this service will be
provided with mostly fibreoptic cable.
“Fibre is an infrastructure with a long
lifetime. There’s no limit – today, we

are offering up to 30 megabits per
second, and we will be able to upgrade
the service to 50-100 megabits in the
future without having to replace the
fibre,” Scarlett said.
The society laid fibre in Kaslo’s
downtown core and the arena area last
summer, bringing reliable high speed
service to the business community and
some residences. This summer, the
society plans to bury fibre in Upper
Kaslo.
In the longer term, to reach
communities north of Balfour and up
to the north end of Kootenay Lake,
Scarlett reports that KiN is exploring the
possibility of running fibreoptic cable in

the lake. This would be much easier and
cheaper than trenching the fibre all the
way up and down the highway.
“This is very much in the planning
stages, but it’s very exciting,” Scarlett
said.
Scarlett pointed out that a lot of
money is leaving the community at
the moment, with residents paying big
corporations for their internet service.
The KiN service costs the same
or slightly less than the service offered
by all other internet service providers.
“We’re a non-profit, so the fees we
charge allow us to expand and employ
people. We’ve made it possible for
young people to work in a technology-

related job in Kaslo.”
A number of things have come
together to allow the Kaslo infoNet
Society to accomplish all of this. “We
couldn’t have done this all on our own,”
Scarlett said.
First, the Columbia Basin Trust
established the Columbia Basin
Broadband Corporation (CBBC) to
bring high speed broadband to the
Basin. CBBC and the Village of Kaslo
partnered to bring more bandwidth
to town, and the Village entered into
an agreement with KiN to deliver
the service. Last year, the federal
government announced a granting
program to improve high speed internet

in rural communities, and CBBC
partnered with several internet service
providers in the Basin, including KiN,
to put together a proposal. That proposal
was successful. With these grant funds,
and funding from CBBC, the Regional
Districts in the Basin, and from the
Northern Development Initiative Trust,
KiN is able to expand way beyond
what it thought was possible when it
started out.
“We’re bringing something really
palpable to this community,” Scarlett
said. “We’re installing an effective
system and employing people. We
currently have eight paid employees,
and expect to be hiring more.”

by Katrine Campbell
Syd’s Fun Run will show up in
Kaslo after all, following pleas from the
Chamber of Commerce and reassurances
from Village council.
The annual event in May, held by the
West Kootenay Road Runners motorcycle
club, is a 175-mile loop ride from Fruitvale
to Kaslo and back again. It’s a charity
event, with participants raising money for
Muscular Dystrophy Canada through an
entrance fee and silent auction.
Organizer Ian McLeod says he
wasn’t sure about showing up in Kaslo
after hearing about the petition asking
the Province to have the RCMP enforce
noise bylaws against all vehicles and, in

particular, motorcycles with illegal pipes.
“I was worried about the last part of
the petition which said they had ‘other
plans’ if the police didn’t enforce the law.
I thought that might be boards across the
road, or 100 or so people at the sides, and
I didn’t want to take the risk.”
However, the last part of the petition
reads, “Your petitioners respectfully
request that the Honourable House
provide strict enforcement of speed
limits and muffler regulations. We also
request adjustment of speed limits around
communities to avoid noisy acceleration
close to residences.”
McLeod said he talked to the mayor
of Kaslo and decided “if they [petitioners]

hadn’t bothered going to council, there
was nothing to worry about.” He agrees
that too-loud bikes, with modified
mufflers, can be a problem and insists
that his members keep it down. He also
says that some bikes come out of the
factory at 100 decibels; the limit in BC
is 92 decibels.
“People aren’t trained to ride. They
think they have to rev all the time. I tell
them, if your bike is on the loud side, when
we’re in town, don’t be an idiot. We have
kicked people out of the group for that.”
McLeod asks anyone who sees a rider
wearing the WK Road Runners patch
causing a problem to call him at 250-3687675 and report the rider.

Female helicopter pilot from Meadow Creek receives scholarships

Dolores Greenlaw of Meadow Creek has been
a helicopter pilot for 30 years, and has paved
the way for other women on this career path.

Kaslo infoNet Society prepares to expand to Kootenay Lake communities

• Fresh Meat Cut Daily
• Fresh & Frozen Seafood
• Freezer Packs
• Deli Sandwiches to go
• Awesome Cheese Selection
• Fresh & Smoked Sausage
• Smoked Salmon
• Awesome Beef Jerky
• Custom Cutting
• Weekly Instore Specials

Syd’s motorcycle fun run will return to Kaslo
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Community Forests part 1: How are they doing?
by Art Joyce
When it comes to our community
forests, when do good intentions
go bad? According to the BC
Community Forest Association’s
(BCCFA) report Community Forest
Indicators 2015, “community
forestry is an innovative form of
forest management which provides
local communities with the right
to manage local forests for local
benefit.” This certainly was the
intention behind the creation of
community forest legislation in
BC. But how has that worked out
in practice? How is it, for example,
that a community forest can end
up logging or even damaging its
own watershed, or logging an area
that contains endangered species?
How is this an improvement over
industrial forestry? And what are the
gaps in current legislation that allow
such conflicts of interest to happen?
How do we measure the impacts of
community forests on our landscape?
These are the kinds of questions
we’ll ask in our series on community
forests. In the coming weeks we’ll
profile all the community forest
tenures in the West Kootenay –
Harrop-Procter, Kaslo, Nakusp, and
the Slocan Valley.
The BCCFA tracks and measures
the benefits of community forests
in the province, working with
the Ministry of Forests, Lands
and Natural Resource Operations
(FLNRO) and independent advisors
to identify “the tangible social,
cultural, economic and environmental
benefits that community forests
bring to their communities and to

the province.” The Community
Forest Indicators 2015 report was
based on data compiled from 31
community forests, representing
84 percent of BCCFA members.
“For the most part, these are small
rural communities with an average
population of 3,300,” the report
notes. Of these, 32 percent were
communities of under 1,000 – which
fits most West Kootenay villages.
Most community forest tenures
average an Annual Allowable Cut
(AAC) of 30,400 cubic metres.
Among the top indicators in
the BCCFA report are economic
benefits to communities. On average,
community forests create 0.3 fulltime jobs per 1,000 cubic metres
in forestry, logging and support
services – 50 percent higher than the
industry average. That said, HarropProcter Community Forest is still
virtually alone in BC in employing
workers in its own mill in addition
to its harvesting staff. Like industrial
forestry operations, the vast majority
of logs harvested are still exported or
sold raw, leaving little room for more
local manufacturing jobs.
T h e C o m m u n i t y F o re s t
Indicators 2015 report estimates
that community forests contribute
an average of $2.2 million to local
economies. How much more
could that figure be expanded with
increased local manufacturing?
Currently, 78 percent of logs are sold
to large mills, with 22 percent going
to small, medium and value-added
manufacturers. With rural BC towns
struggling to survive, many would
like to see that figure turned around.

When it comes to social benefits,
community forests can be structured
in many ways, including non-profit
cooperatives such as the Slocan
Integral Forestry Cooperative
(SIFCo). Most are designed to
channel economic benefits back
into the community. The BCCFA
estimates an average contribution
of $258,000 cash and in-kind to
local projects last year. Obviously
this social benefit is subject to
markets and cash flow fluctuations,
as for example the Kaslo Community
Forest, which in recent years has had
to suspend its community grants
program. (It still supports the Winter
in the Forest Festival.) And on
average BC community forests spent
98 hours and $14,000 in educational
outreach in 2015. Recreational
benefits last year included an average
investment of $69,000 and 25
kilometres of trails built.
Over half the community forests
in BC are held by First Nations or a
partnership between aboriginal and
non-aboriginal communities.
Another social benefit is wildfire
risk reduction, reducing fuel loads
built up from historic firefighting
policies. SIFCo has taken the lead
in this locally, working since 2011
with the Villages of Slocan, Silverton
and New Denver to ‘fire smart’
these communities. This keeps
locals working without having to
constantly be logging, but at what
point does this conflict with meeting
AAC obligations?
Last but certainly not least, in an
era of accelerated climate change,
logging represents a major potential

Nakusp’s Home Sweet Home Bakery re-opened March 12 with a very busy grand opening. A short lull provided an opportunity for a photo of the
whole bakery crew with Dennis Morehouse, retired Overwaitea manager, who showed up with a bouquet of white roses for the occasion.

source of carbon emissions. How
do community forests balance the
need to provide jobs and meet AAC
obligations while not doing more
harm than good to the environment?
According to the BCCFA, 55 percent
of the land base of the reporting
community forests is deemed
sensitive, with 45 percent of that
considered operable. One frequent
criticism of community forest tenures
is that these are the areas industry
didn’t want precisely because of the
environmental challenges – steep
terrain (expensive or unprofitable to
log), close proximity to community
watersheds, wildlife habitat issues,
etc. The resulting irony has been
that now it’s community forests,
not logging corporations, that
are logging watersheds and other
sensitive areas. Here again, some
see a paradigm change – or at least
forest tenure reform – as overdue.
And of course, how people perceive
‘sustainable’ varies widely; often it
amounts to a compromise.
Still, the Community Forest
Indicators 2015 report notes that 48
percent of community forests made
investments in forest stewardship,
averaging $105,000 last year. Even
better, “community forests are in
compliance with environmental
standards.” To ensure this is so, in
2015 there were 49 community forest
inspections conducted. Some would
argue that community forests are
policed more closely than industrial
operations.
According to BCCFA, the

9
Harrop-Procter Community Forest
is so far the only one certified by the
Forest Stewardship Council. FSC
certification entails higher costs
due to the higher road building and
maintenance standards required in
sensitive areas, averaging $5-$10
more per cubic metre.
Next issue: Part 2: HarropProcter Community Forest.

Kaslo, New Denver &
Castlegar Community
Pharmacys

Put some spring
in your step!

REVIVE with
Lorna Vanderhaege,
Orange Naturals, and
Canprev health
products
All on sale during our
SPRING CLEANING
EVENT

Starting March 19, first day of spring!

30% off while supplies last

Kaslo & New Denver & Castlegar
(1002 Columbia Ave)
353-2224, 358-2500, 365-0006
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Mountain culture explored by Selkirk College and local high school students
by Jan McMurray
‘Mountain culture’ was explored
at Selkirk College’s Mary Hall in
Nelson on March 8 with results of a
survey, a talk by amenity migration
expert Dr. Laurence Moss of Kaslo,
and table talks.
Students from Selkirk college,
and from public schools in Nakusp,
New Denver, and Nelson, surveyed
300 people on the topic of mountain
culture this winter and presented the
results of the survey at the forum.
The importance of the environment
and nature to mountain culture was
the salient point of the survey results.
The environment/nature came out
as the top reason people decided
to move here and to remain here,
and ‘connection with nature’ came
out as the most important aspect of
mountain culture.
In his talk, Dr. Laurence
Moss, who has worked in many
mountain communities all over
the world helping with cultural
and environmental sustainability
issues, described the archetypal
mountain community. A tough
place to work, a harsh climate,

not a lot of discretionary wealth,
not rich in agriculture, a small
population, not much clout in central
decision making, and an abundance
of water are common characteristics
in mountain communities.
“This produces resilient people,
who can respond creatively and
skillfully to changing situations,”
said Moss.
Moss feels it’s important for
communities to discuss Kootenay
culture. “What is it? What is it
here that we want to keep? What
are our values? What behaviour is
acceptable and what behaviour is
unacceptable?”
According to survey
respondents, our mountain culture
is at risk. Seventy-four percent of
interviewees answered ‘yes’ to this
question, citing the following threats:
development, in-migration (“from
wealthy outsiders moving in, buying
up the land, driving up housing costs,
forcing out the people that made
it unique”), climate change, and
ecological impacts (“no sustainable
logging or mining… wildlife are
losing their habitats because of

resorts being built”).
The survey also asked how
we can ensure that the positive
aspects of mountain culture remain
in our region for the future. In
order of most popular to least
popular responses: community
planning and development/ cultivate
mountain culture; conserve and
preserve the environment; provide
environmental education and

submitted
On Sunday, April 3 at 1 pm the
Slocan Community Library will host
two local authors, reading from their
books on thought-provoking topics.

Nelson Miller will introduce his Book
of Cool and Elizabeth Blakely will
share a few UFO and ET stories and
read from her book, Awake! A Spiritual
Primer.
Nelson Miller grew up on the
coast and has lived in Slocan for more
than 15 years. Book of Cool is a series
of epigrammatic statements (clever,
concise and sometimes paradoxical)
that approach ‘cool’ as a philosophy
and a way of living.
“Cool as a term has largely been
identified with image,” says Miller.
“Cool, indeed, has an image, but it
also has a heart and intelligence that
I have become familiar with through
observing and distilling experiences,
mine and others. In writing this book,
I found I was describing a way of
living in harmony and freedom that
says, ‘in the haste and anxiety of

this technological age, air-condition
yourself by being cool and digging
life’. This book is meant as a helpful
and handy reference to being cool and
digging life.”
He will speak of the stories behind
some of the book’s statements, taking
this opportunity to share what they
mean to him.
Born and raised in Abbotsford,
Elizabeth Blakely has lived in Alberta,
Ontario, Israel and BC, most recently
finding a home in the Slocan Valley.
Her book, The Incredible Potato:
A Cookbook and History, became a
national best seller. ‘Wanting to know
things’, she studied the universal
energy in Reiki, and travelled to
sacred sites around the world gathering

metaphysical experiences. Ten years
of paranormal experiences culminated
in her fifth book, Awake! A Spiritual
Primer, from which she will read.
In it, Blakely explains the origins
of crop circles in England and Canada,
the meaning of the Age of Aquarius
and “true creation story.” Last year,
former Canadian Defence Minister
Paul Hellyer urged parliament to
hold public hearings on ‘exopolitics’
(relations with extraterrestrials) and
Blakely says that Canada should have
a special interest in the subject. This
author is comfortable talking about
other dimensions and interstellar
communication.
Readings at the Slocan Community
Library are organized by volunteers

and are offered free of charge. There
will be cookies! The authors will have
books available for purchase. The
library is at 710 Harold Street in the
Village of Slocan.

submitted
Join ‘bear lady’ Evelyn Kirkaldy
for an evening of education, fun and
prizes on Thursday April 7, from 7-9
pm at Slocan Park Hall, 3036 Hwy, 6
Slocan Park. This informative evening
on staying safe in bear country will
provide you with up to date tactics
recommended by bear managers.
Kirkaldy is the Valhalla Wilderness
Society Slocan Valley Bear Smart
Co-ordinator.
How you react in a bear encounter
can dramatically change the outcome.
Deciding what’s best to do when you
meet a bear can be very confusing,
especially with so much conflicting
information in the media and on the
internet. If you meet the wrong bear,
at the wrong time, in the wrong place,
reacting appropriately could help you
avoid injury. Alternatively, reacting
badly in what begins as a benign
situation, could actually trigger an
attack.
Learn the difference between
defensive and non-defensive behaviour
by bears, what to do in various
scenarios, and most importantly, how

to avoid encounters and precarious
situations in the first place.
Admission by donation with
proceeds to VWS Slocan Valley Bear
Smart Program.
Please notify Slocan Valley

Recreation if you are planning to attend:
250-226-0008 or slocanvalleyrec@
rdck.bc.ca.
For more info contact Evelyn
Kirkaldy: 250-359-6611, eekbears@
hotmail.com.

awareness; advocate and regulate
through government; practice and
innovate for sustainability; change
behaviours and take responsibility.
In small groups, meeting
participants drilled down into ways
we can maintain our mountain culture
in the Kootenays. Some of the ideas
included developing sustainable
systems for water and energy;
providing professional development

Grade six students from Nakusp Elementary School present the results of their surveys at the Exploring Mountain Culture forum at Selkirk
College. Their piece of artwork, inspired by the interviews, is displayed on the wall.

And now for something completely different…

Nelson Miller will read from the Book of Cool.

for teachers on environmental
education; getting students outside;
developing regulations around
second homeowners; maintaining
trails; having a bus to the ski hill;
having bikes available; supporting
local food growers; establishing
community composting; making
communities more bearsmart;
mentoring for students; and having
more dialogue.

Elizabeth Blakely will read from her book,
Awake! A Spiritual Primer.

Stay safe: get Bear Smart in the woods
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Lucia Mann: an interview with local writer and anti-slavery activist
by Jan McMurray
Local author Lucia Mann is an
inspiration. She has survived a horrific
past as a slave in South Africa, and is all
the stronger for it.
“When I came out of the trauma
closet, I was able to heal by giving voice
to others,” she said in an interview. “I
have been a victim, and I wish there
had been a voice for me. If we shut our
eyes, history will be repeated with crimes
against humanity. You’ve got to wake up
and ask ‘how can I help?’ Lend a hand
to help the next person who is suffering
– it’s healing!”
Lucia has spent the last five decades
speaking out about modern-day slavery,
otherwise known as human trafficking.
She has written three heartwrenching novels about slavery in South
Africa, based on her own life experiences
and real events, and is working on two
more. Two of the books have won
awards. She has just signed a contract
to develop the first book in the series,
Rented Silence (revised second print
edition), into a movie.
When asked if it was difficult to
write about her painful past, Lucia
replied, “It’s not, because I’m in control.
I have a wounded child inside me. I have
abandonment issues. But that suffering
has given me this incredible life in which
I can give back. I can become the voice
of all the victims.”
Lucia is best known for her novels,
but she has taken other avenues to
fight slavery, as well. She founded the
Modern Day Slavery Reporting Centre,

a website where people can report
human trafficking confidentially, with
the information going to the appropriate
law enforcement agency.
All of the profits from her book
sales at the Nakusp Home Hardware go
towards clothing vouchers for sex trade
workers in West Covina, California.
“When the girls get picked up [by the
police], they’re usually unclothed,” she
said. She has partnered with a thrift store
and local law enforcement authorities to
deliver this program.
She has been nominated for a
‘Women of Distinction’ award by

submitted
When photographer Louis Bockner
sees an image he wants to capture, it’s not
always the image you’d expect. With a
canny eye for the unique, Bockner’s lens
may settle on the landscape – or on its
reflection. It might seek the star-scatter
of superimposed long exposures, or
uncover the subtle planes and textures
of animal bones. Bockner’s photographs,
now on display at the Nelson Public
Library, cast an artist’s eye on the world
we live in.
It’s a long way from Argenta to New
York, but that’s where Bockner chose
to study, at the New York Institute of
Photography. He further honed his skills

at the Western Academy of Photography
in Victoria, studying professional
photography and photojournalism,
before returning to his roots. Now back
in the Kootenays, he makes his living on
portraiture and candid event coverage,
including Shambhala music festival.
He also teaches beginner photography.
“This work is a showcase of the
‘other’ photography that I do. The
photographs where people aren’t at the
forefront,” he says. “I try to do some
kind of justice to the breathtaking beauty
I see every day. Some of it is a bit dark
while some it purely playful, offering a
glimpse into where I have been and what
I have seen.”

Manitoba MP Joy Smith for her research
into missing aboriginal girls in Manitoba.
“I’ve not sat back and wallowed.
I’ve done something with my life and
I will continue,” she asserted. “I’ve
bombarded every government from here
to China. It’s a plea – don’t let another
human being suffer at the hand of these
monsters.”
Another opportunity to get her
message out is coming up. She will be
featured on the Oprah Winfrey Show
sometime this year; the interview will
be taped this May.
“This is a great opportunity to

Local author Lucia Mann is steadily gaining attention for her dedication to ending modern-day slavery.

Louis Bockner photography show at the Nelson Public Library

Bockner’s photographs, now on display at the Nelson Public Library, cast an artist’s eye on the world we live in.

For more on this artist go to www.
eyeofthemind.zenfolio.com. The
exhibition continues until the end of
April.

raise awareness about this epidemic
because Oprah brings a lot of listeners
to the table,” she says. “I want all of the
listeners of the Oprah Show to come out
of their comfort zones and open their
hearts and ask themselves how they can
help to bring about change.”
Lucia says human trafficking today
is “a worldwide epidemic gone way out
of proportion. It’s an abomination. The
mighty dollar can buy a child for $50 and
sell her for $8,000, and it’s untraceable
money. I call it ‘greed economics’ – the
trade in human flesh for greed. What
are the governments doing about it?
What’s social media doing about it? You

might as well be an offender when you
close your eyes to the epidemic. There
are more victims today than there were
during the transatlantic slave trade era.”
Lucia came to Canada on a
journalism assignment in 1992,
researching the burning of straw waste
in Manitoba farming. “I fell in love
with Canada and knew I wanted to live
here,” she said. She moved to Vancouver,
where she met her husband, Hector. They
took a holiday in Nakusp in 1997, and
never left.
Lucia’s books are available at the
Nakusp Home Hardware and online at
luciamann.com and amazon.com.
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Slocan curling rink building in advanced disrepair

Are you Feeling Down?
Has your Dog just left Town?
Is someone else wearing your crown?
Well turn that frown upside down;
Cause I’m doing
Free “Foot
Massages”
Call Me. April 1st

he issued a Stop Work Order. Slocan
CAO Michelle Gordon’s update
for the March 14 Slocan council
meeting states that when the Stop
Work Order was issued, the 5500
square foot building was said to be
in an “advanced stage of disrepair.”
Stewart agrees and says, “I don’t
know if it can be fixed.” There is
“a lot of rot in the walls” and the
electricity and plumbing “are way
out-dated.”
CAO Gordon’s update gives
further details on the serious and
multiple problems. The leaking
roof and insufficient ventilator
had allowed water to damage the
structural integrity of the building.
The ice plant’s radiator system
did not have a proper backflow
prevention system. If the pressurized
system had sprung a leak, the system
would have overridden the water
pressure and coolant would have
been pumped out into the entire
Village water system. Water service
to the building has been disconnected
for this reason.
The CAO reported that Village
staff and the Curling Club had
identified four issues: the leaking
roof, insufficient ventilation, a
broken de-humidifier, and the lack
of a proper backflow prevention

system at the ice plant.
Other issues were identified
during fire and electrical inspections.
The fire inspector found that the
mechanical room had inadequate
walls, ceiling and door; the kitchen
didn’t meet standards; and that
the club’s exit doors needed panic
hardware and door closures. The
electrical inspector said power
distribution did not meet standards;
the ice-making and dehumidification
equipment required maintenance and
repair; the in-situ make up air and
pre-heating assembly did not meet
standards; warning labels and signs
were missing; the dehumidification
equipment didn’t have the proper
way of being disconnected; and there
was not sufficient space in front of
electrical equipment.
Gordon’s update revealed that
the Village had received four quotes
for an “envelope assessment” of the
Curling Club building. At its March
14 meeting, Slocan council approved
$5,000 to cover the cost of hiring
Fairbank Architects to complete this
assessment. Fairbank will interview
the Village staff and Curling Club,
inspect the building’s structure,
systems, components and materials,
inspect and access the condition
and capability of existing structural

systems, and estimate the cost of
potential renovations and upgrades
to the facility. Stewart says he has
been invited to tour the building
with the assessor and expects to do
it this week.
It will be the first time he’s
been allowed back in the building
since the Stop Work Order. As the
leaseholder, the Curling Club is still
paying the heating bills for a building
it hasn’t even been allowed to enter.
He’s frustrated with the situation
but says of the board, “We’re all
gung-ho… we’re all for helping to
replace the building” if that is what is
necessary. He says that if the Village
can come up with some funding, the
board will fundraise, too.
Last fall, the Curling Club was
on the upswing. Stewart says the
board was applying for grants to
improve the building with the longterm goal of having a building that
could be used year-round. The
club’s Oktoberfest fundraiser had
been a big success and the club
was planning to host three or four
bonspiels over the winter. There
were plans for an after school youth
curling program. Now everything is
up in the air and Stewart says, “The
whole valley might be out of having
a curling club.”

by Jan McMurray
The RDCK is working with the
Regional Districts of East Kootenay
and Kootenay Boundary and the
Columbia Basin Trust on creating an
Agricultural Liaison Officer position
to provide extension services to
farmers.
S a n g i t a S u d a n , R D C K ’s
general manager of development
services, reported on the progress
of this initiative at the March
RDCK board meeting. The four
organizations have discussed “what
the position would look like, and
what services people need,” and
they’ve come up with three broad
goals for the Agricultural Liaison
Officer: education, marketing, and
maximizing agricultural production.
One option the group is looking
at is a shared position, funded by
CBT in partnership with the three
Regional Districts. Sudan reports that
the Ministry of Agriculture has also
shown an interest in the initiative,
and there has been some discussion
about getting the ministry’s regional
agrologist involved.
Another option is the
establishment of a program similar
to Carbon Neutral Kootenays, which
was a collaboration between the
three Regional Districts and CBT
designed to help communities reduce
their emissions. “Maybe the scope
of this [agricultural initiative] is so
big that we want to hire a group of
consultants to deliver those services,
like we did with Carbon Neutral
Kootenays,” she said. “Farmers are
busy farming, and we want to go to
them, face to face, and find out what
would be beneficial to the farming
community.”
The Carbon Neutral Kootenays
program cost $200,000 a year,

with each of the four organizations
contributing $50,000.
Sudan stressed that no final
decisions have been made, and said
she expects to provide a report at the
May meeting that will have more
details.
The idea of providing extension
services to farmers was identified

in the Agricultural Plans of all
three Regional Districts (Central
Kootenay, Kootenay Boundary and
East Kootenay).
Other agricultural initiatives the
RDCK is working on include a Food
Policy Council and an Agricultural
Land Use Inventory/ Water Demand
Model.

Regional Agricultural Liaison Officer position under discussion
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The Curling Club building was
constructed in 1965 by the sawmill
as part of a deal with the Village
that enabled the mill to be built
on its present site. The one-storey
building has a two-sheet ice surface
area, a licensed social area, and a
refrigeration plant.
Stewart joined the Curling
Club’s energetic board in 2012.
They worked hard to get control of
the situation. They got a grant to do
an energy retrofit and a contractor
had completed about 75 percent of
it when water started running down
the walls. The club called the Village.
This time the Village called in
Building Inspector Sam Ellison, and

PHOTO CREDIT: AMANDA MURPHY

by Barbara Curry Mulcahy
The Village of Slocan will hire
Fairbank Architects at a cost of
$5,000 to do an assessment of the
Slocan curling facility, but Curling
Club President Randy Stewart says
the situation “now looks pretty bleak.
Over the years, the building “has not
been looked after the way it should
have been.”
Stewart says years ago he told
the Village of Slocan, the building’s
owner, that the roof leaked. But
nothing was done. Every year it was
the same, during the rainy months the
building would get saturated, then in
winter the moisture would freeze and
the building could be used.
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The Creative Movement dance troupe dazzled the crowd at Silverton Memorial Hall on March
10. Now in its fifth year, the dance program is offered to students from preschool to high school
and covers a wide variety of dance genres. This is a Valhalla Fine Arts Society program with
instructor Nicole Nicholson.
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Province increasing fibre supply security, streamlining wildlife licensing
submitted
Legislative amendments introduced
March 10 will increase fibre supply for
forest product manufacturers and enable
wildlife-related licensing and permitting
activities to be moved online.
Proposed amendments to the
Forest Act continue implementation of
recommendations from the BC Timber
Sales Effectiveness Review and help
provide security to users of residual fibre,
such as pellet producers, in the Interior.
Specifically, proposed amendments
to the Forest Act would:
- Provide the Province with
additional tools to more effectively
balance its objective for greater
community and First Nations direct
involvement in the forest sector, with the
need to ensure that BCTS has access to
a sufficient supply of timber to provide

credible cost and price benchmarks for
BC’s timber pricing system.
- Support economic opportunities
for communities throughout the province
by increasing fibre supply through
allowing the expansion of existing
community forest agreements. Support
the management and sustainability of
timber supplies by providing the chief
forester and minister with improved tools
to set, change, and enforce allowable
annual cut partitions for specific timber
types, profiles and areas.
- Improve residual fibre use through
increased certainty of fibre supply for
primary and secondary harvesters in their
operational planning.
Meanwhile proposed amendments
to the Wildlife Act would:
- Remove legislative barriers to,
and facilitate, e-licensing. Initially,

these amendments will support the new
e-licensing system which will allow
hunters to apply for licences, complete
compulsory reporting requirements and
make payments online. Over time, other
fish and wildlife-related permits will be
able to move online.
- Streamline administrative
requirements for guide-outfitters by
allowing an agent of a guide-outfitter to
submit a guide report.
- Strengthen compliance and
enforcement tools by allowing for
fines and tickets for first-time offenders
that are more in line with the nature of
the offence, instead of requiring court
convictions for fines. For example,
the mandatory penalty of $2,500 for
knowingly making a false statement to
obtain a licence or permit needs to be set
through the courts.

submitted
The RDCK is currently preparing
an amendment to its Resource Recovery
Plan that could include a composting
facility. To inform this amendment
process, the West Kootenay Ecosociety’s
EarthMatters program is surveying

RDCK residents regarding municipal
composting.
The survey asks composting-related
questions such as if organics in the
garbage should be banned, if people
want to see a municipal compost pickup
program, and how much they would be
willing to pay for it.
“We are in the early planning
stages of the Resource Recovery Plan
amendment. One of the proposed
priorities for the amendment is
organics diversion,” says Nicole Ward,
Environmental Services Coordinator at
the RDCK. “Input on this theme, and
others, is required from the Resource
Recovery Plan Advisory Committee.”
The Advisory Committee is made
up of technical personnel involved in
the plan as well as community members.
The RDCK plans to have the amendment
finalized by next February.
“EarthMatters sits on the Advisory
Committee, and we will be bringing
the results of this survey to the RDCK
at the next meeting on May 11,” says
EarthMatters coordinator Bruce Edson.
“From a financial perspective, a
centralized composting facility could
reduce tipping fees by reducing waste
volumes, but the cost of collecting,
transporting, and centrally composting

organics from households would also
be significant. From an environmental
perspective, composting reduces
methane emissions from the landfill
and produces a soil conditioner, but
transportation and processing also have
impacts. The most environmentally
friendly way to compost is probably at
home, but many people are unable to do
this for various reasons.
“I’m hoping this survey will kickstart a discussion about municipal
composting, because the planning
process is happening now that will
decide what policy we are going to
see in the near future from our local
governments,” says Edson.
The survey is open to all RDCK
residents and can be found at www.
ecosociety.ca/earthmatters, or contact
Bruce Edson at bruce713@gmail.com
for more information.

The proposed amendments will
come into force by enabling regulations
within the next year. If the amendment

passes, the Violation Ticket Fine and
Administration Regulation will be
updated to include ticket fines.

EarthMatters polls RDCK residents about composting

Al Richardson’s ‘Sticks and Stones’ driftwood
art show will be exhibited at the Hidden
Garden Gallery on the Easter weekend,
March 26, 27, and 28. The show opens
Saturday, March 26, 7-9 pm, and continues
Sunday and Monday 10-3.

Nakusp

720 10 th Ave NW
250-265-4438 • Contact David Olson
Formerly Excel Tire
Spring rebates
available on
select tires!!
Canada Wide
Service &
Warranty on Tires

NAKUSP & THE ARROW LAKES
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Nakusp council, March 14: Sufferfest delegation asks for arena fee waiver
by Katrine Campbell
• Janis Neufeld and Claire Paradis
appeared as a delegation from Sufferfest
to ask for the Village’s assistance by
waiving fees on the arena for the spring
break Youth Sports Camp. The event
costs $5,000; $3,000 of that is grant
funded.
Other events this year include a May
13-15 road bike race on Hot Springs Rd
(no road closure is needed), the May
28 Nakusp half-marathon and 5K fun
run/walk, a triathlon and relay race in
Burton June 18, the Idaho Peak ultra
trail marathon and 10K trail run in New

Denver July 24, and finally the Nakusp/
New Denver/Kaslo Sufferfest weekend
September 3-5.
“We aim to bring people to the area,
to give them an opportunity to explore
the town and trails, and we hope some
will move here. Sufferfest creates jobs,
promotes fitness and health, supports the
local economy and provides recreational
opportunities.”
Mayor Karen Hamling said staff will
investigate the request to waive fees and
report back to council.
• The second delegation was from
the Nakusp and Area Community Forest

The Paddy Shack
OPENING Friday, April 1
For the season

Great food in the great outdoors

Tuesday - Sunday
11 am - 8 pm

250-265-3255

(NACFOR) with a 2015 Year in Review
PowerPoint presentation. President
Kathy Smith talked about harvesting,
road building and silviculture activities,
as well as NACFOR’s education
partnerships with area schools, logger
training, community engagement,
donations, the legacy fund, and invasive
species management. The company is
also involved with watershed studies and
research on western toads.
• Council directed the CAO to file
a Notice at the Land Title Office under
Section 57 of the Community Charter
on two properties whose owners either
have not obtained building permits, or
have let the permits expire. The owners
have been sent notices, but have not
responded. The building inspector
has been unable to contact them. One
property is at 97 Broadway St. NW, the
other at 455 Hwy 6. CAO Laurie Taylor
explained that the action is not one a
municipality takes lightly, but it has a
duty of care to anyone who might be
injured by improper construction.
• Hamling reported on meetings she
attended recently.
- The RDCK board approved three
items from the West Resource Recovery
Committee: a one-year extension of
Score Construction’s contract for
the Nakusp landfill operations and
maintenance; sending a letter to the
Minister of Environment re: the board’s
concern about gaps in packaging and
paper recycling; a household hazardous
waste round-up will be held annually in
Silverton and a round-up will be held
in Nakusp and Silverton in September
this year.
- The RDCK board approved two
part-time parks positions for a minimum
of four months (May-September) for
the next three years. It also approved
a temporary safety advisor position
from July 1, 2016 to June 30, 2017.
Developing foundational safety
processes to align with Worksafe BC’s
model for a management system will
enable the RDCK to apply for WCB
incentives.
- A code of conduct for RDCK
directors will be developed and brought
back for review.
- The Columbia River Treaty Local
Government Committee held a strategic
planning meeting in Nelson, meeting
with provincial reps “to see where we

are at with the treaty.”
- A budget meeting with the RDCK
to go over services revealed three will
need a 25 percent increase to meet future
needs. These are the Nakusp/Area K
recreation program, search and rescue,
and sports centre. Later in the meeting,
council adopted the amendment bylaws
to increase the requisition limits for these
services. CAO Taylor advised this does
not mean taxes are going up 25 percent;
it means that the bylaws allow for an
increase up to that amount over the years.
- A debris control meeting
was held with BC Hydro, which is
predicting another low water year, and
representatives from Castlegar. They
discussed what areas to concentrate on
to manage debris.
• Councillor Tom Zeleznik reported
he invited Harrop-Procter Community
Forest rep Romi Rothkop to speak at
the Economic Task Force’s Lunch &
Learn session. Zeleznik said HarropProcter is the only one of 52 community
forests in BC with its own sawmill, and
he says having a mill would be a great
opportunity for Nakusp. Processing
some of the logs rather than selling all
of them to the majors would provide
employment for more people. For
example, Box Lake Lumber employs
45 people but relies solely on buying
cull logs on the open market; without a
sustainable wood supply the mill can’t
survive. Discussions have started on
writing a successful business plan.
• Zeleznik attended a board meeting
of the Nakusp and Area Youth Society.
Dorian Boswell, outdoor education
teacher at Nakusp Secondary, said
he would like to see more programs
for youth. He suggested building a
rock climbing wall, and believes job
shadowing with the fire department, road
rescue, search and rescue, police, nurses
and paramedics would allow young
people to see if they were interested in
these careers.
The society was invited by CBT
to develop, expand or continue the
Community Youth Network in Nakusp
and Area K and may be eligible for up to
$55,000 a year for three years. Support is
also available to develop a structure (e.g.
the old Green Door).
• Council rescinded a motion from
the February 9 meeting to apply for a CBT
grant for the arena roof replacement, and

The Arrow Lakes
District Arts Council
Presents

Ensemble Vivant

My name is Bubbles but I’m also known
as Fatty! I’m a 2-year old neutered male
domestic longhair, and I’m friendly and affectionate. I’d be a great addition to a family
where I could be loved. I need a foster home
immediately but I’m really hoping for a forever
home. Please call PALS at 250-265-3792 if
you would like to know more about me.
PALS Legion Meat Draw – Royal
Canadian Legion Saturday, March 26.
Thank you for your support!

WEEKLY SPONSOR:

Nakusp
(250) 265-3635 www.selkirkrealty.com

on Sunday, April 3
In an evening of
Chamber Music ‘from
Bach to Piazzolla’
at the Bonnington Arts
Centre
7:30 pm
Doors open at 7:00 pm

Tickets: at the Bon Marche/Dollar Store
$25 Adults $20 Seniors $15 Students
(60 & over)      (18 & under)
   Family $50 [2 + 2]   Children 6 &
under free
Hospitality Host:
Casa Mandala

passed a motion to apply for the same
grant in the higher amount of $584,000.
The Village originally applied before a
full cost estimate was available.
• Changes to the Village office roof
replacement plan were approved by
council. The original plan was to remove
the upstairs door and renovate the deck
into a roof structure over the back stairs.
Now, the door will be retained as an
emergency exit, reducing the overall cost
of the project.
CAO Taylor said the renovations in
the office had started; they will open up
the area to provide better service to the
public with two staff members.
• The Village will ask BC Hydro
to replace the streetlights with energyefficient LED bulbs. The cost of
electricity for street lights is about
$30,000 a year. LED bulbs will bring
down this cost and also help the Village
meet its commitment to become carbonneutral.
• Council approved authorizing the
Director of Operations, in conjunction
with the CAO, to remove any invasive
plants or trees on public use areas,
Village green spaces or boulevards.
This means that invasive trees such as
black locust can be cut without meeting
the current criteria of being damaged,
diseased, dying or hazardous.

Ensemble Vivant
at the Bonnington

submitted
On Sunday, April 3, the Arrow Lakes
District Arts Council presents Ensemble
Vivant at the Bonnington Arts Centre, as
the fourth concert in this season’s Concert
Series. The ensemble, called Canada’s
Chamber Music Treasure by the Toronto
Star, is a sensational group that receives
accolades internationally in both the
classical and jazz worlds.
Ensemble Vivant’s innovative genrediverse concerts and recordings, ranging
from classical to Latin and other jazz
persuasions, are passionate, sensuous,
and virtuosic with magical artistry. Its
12 recordings are classics that are heard
frequently on radio around the world.
Led by pianist/artistic director
Catherine Wilson, the group is comprised
of outstanding performers including BC
native Don Thompson, OC. As noted
Canadian composer Rick Wilkins, CM
said: “No matter the genre, there is magic
in Ensemble Vivant music-making.”
Inspired by his association with
Ensemble Vivant in concert and on
recordings, Thompson wrote: “I’ve been a
professional musician for the past 50 years
and during that time I’ve worked with
some of the greatest musicians in the world
from Glenn Gould to Oscar Peterson. I’ve
played with some of the greatest musicians
that ever lived. The passion and beauty
of Catherine Wilson’s piano playing is
overwhelming.
“She is a beautifully gifted pianist
and musician with a depth of feeling that
separates her from the rest and makes
her a real standout in the Toronto music
community. She is an inspiration to
everyone who knows her. I am honoured
to be part of her music and honoured to join
Canada’s world-class Ensemble Vivant.”
Tickets for this show will be available
at the Bon Marché/Dollar Store until 4 pm
Saturday, April 2, then at the door. Doors
open at 7 pm and the music begins at 7:30.
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New Denver council, March 8: Economic development needs regional focus
by Katrine Campbell
• Councillors Nadine Raynolds and
Heather Fox reported on their attendance
at the Economic Development Building
Blocks workshops in Silverton. Raynolds
said there was good attendance, with people
coming from Nakusp, Kaslo and Slocan as
well as New Denver and Silverton, and
representatives from Community Futures,
Imagine Kootenays and the Kootenay
Association for Science and Technology
(KAST).
The workshop’s aim is “to assist
communities in expanding their capacity,
knowledge and skill sets to ensure economic
sustainability and future growth.”
There was no “this is how you do
economic development,” Raynolds said,
as it depends on the place and the people.
Development needs a common vision,
leadership and a team working on it but
“we don’t have the leadership or the team,”
she said.
Fox added participants narrowed
down ideas for economic development,
saying that “we need a regional focus
because we’re all interconnected. A project
needs to be on a bigger scale.”
• Councillor Henning von Krogh

attended the West Kootenay Boundary
Regional Hospital District meeting and
reported that Interior Health gave a
presentation on the future of health care.
The focus will be away from acute care and
towards primary, community and seniors’
care, mental health and substance abuse
care, ‘rural/remote networks of care’ and
improvements to surgical services. He said
there was no new money, just new ideas.
von Krogh asked IH for a five-year plan
but was told they don’t have one, just a
changing list of priorities. The WKBRHD
chair asked for an executive board meeting
with IH to find out what their priorities are.
The board had a long discussion
deliberating whether or not to raise the
$10 million cap on its capital reserve fund.
von Krogh is in favour of increasing the
reserves. The fund currently contains $9.3
million and is used to fund projects with a
value greater than $2 million. The board
must decide whether to borrow money,
or to increase taxation to build its reserve.
It will make its decision at the March 23
meeting.
• The Village will apply for up to
$300,000 from the CBT Recreation
Infrastructure program. The money would

Silverton council, March 8: Volunteer
of the Year nominations open

by Dan Rixon
• Council received a delegation
headed by Gary Willman of the Silverton
Community Club. The club will sponsor
the Silverton Volunteer of the Year event
at the Memorial Hall on Saturday, April
16. Nomination forms are available in the
Village office. Willman raised the club’s
concern regarding the future of the event.
The mayor asked the club to write to them
with proposals so that the current council
can review the situation. Willman also
confirmed the club’s deadline of April 23
for community project proposals.
Willman also inquired about the deposit
for the Memorial Hall, the ‘bumping’
clause within the contract and council’s
participation in upcoming events. Mayor
Jason Clarke confirmed the need to pay
a hall deposit and stated that the contract
clause regarding ‘bumping’ would be
reviewed. He confirmed that no bookings
for which deposits and paperwork had been
received would be ‘bumped.’
• Council approved an increase to the
taxation limit for the Summit Lake Ski Hill.
The current limit is $20,000, a sum that will
be exceeded due to the rise in assessed value
of properties in the area.
• West Kootenay Boundary Regional
Hospital District (WKBRHD) has asked
for views regarding the $10 million cap
on its capital reserve fund. The fund
currently contains $9.3 million and is used
to fund capital projects in hospitals and
health care centres. The WKBRHD has
borrowed funds to finance three major
hospital projects; from 2013 this has
cost approximately $1.47million in debt
servicing payments annually. Councillor
Leah Main presented proposals from
WKBRHD and highlighted the need for
a coordinated capital expenditures plan.
Council endorsed a general agreement to
the principle of raising the cap on the fund
without raising taxation.
• Councillor Carol Bell drew attention
to a letter received by the BC Lung
Association regarding recent changes to
the BC Building Code. All new homes

must have basic radon protection measures.
Council voiced concerns regarding radon
levels in existing properties and will provide
a radon information sheet in building permit
application packages and on the Village
website.
• Council received correspondence
regarding the air quality in the village and
took the opportunity to highlight the Wood
Stove Exchange Program.
• The annual household hazardous
waste collection will be in early October.
• Mayor Clarke reported on the Slocan
Lake Stewardship Society’s Ecosystembased Conservation Action Framework
for Slocan Lake. The society has had
the first part of this framework done – a
Resource Analysis report. The next steps
will be to hold a science forum for scientists
and government, and to create a steering
document for the SLSS.
• The Visitor Information Centre will
be open this year from May long weekend
to Garlic Festival weekend. The Chamber
of Commerce is looking into selling
merchandise at the centre.
• Councillor Main attended the Strategic
Community Energy and Emissions Planning
Workshop held February 19. Council
endorsed the Village to be put forward for
an eco-management pilot project run through
the Municipal Natural Capital Initiative.
• Rosebery Parklands and Trails
Commission and Winlaw Regional and
Nature Park Commission approved the
hiring of two part-time staff for the May to
September season. A full-time position of
RDCK Safety Advisor has been created to
develop training procedures and manuals.
• Councillor Carol Bell reported on the
Mountain Culture event held in Nelson on
March 8. Laurence Moss gifted a copy of
his book, Global Amenity Migration, for
donation to the New Denver Reading Room.
• Concerns raised by the Silverton
Tennis Court Committee were considered
and council agreed to engage Public Works to
investigate damage. The Tennis Committee
will be looking into a CBT initiatives grant
towards any proposed work.

be used for the New Denver Trail Network
Connections project. This would extend
the Mori Trail north to Bigelow Bay, and
south to the Carpenter Creek dike trails. A
ramp would be built at the eastern end of
the northwest dike, to provide an alternative
to the steep stairs, and the trailhead to the
Denver Canyon trail would be improved.
The Village also wants to install signage,
public washrooms, waste facilities, benches
and picnic tables along the trail network.
If the application is successful, the
Village would be responsible to fund 30
percent of project costs.
• Council approved a letter of support
for the Valhalla Hills Nordic Ski Club’s
application to CBT for funding for its
‘Active for Life’ ski trails project. Although
the Village is itself applying for money
from the same source, “the objectives of
[this] proposal… align with the intent of
the project being proposed by New Denver,
as both aim to increase the availability of
affordable outdoor recreation opportunities
in the area.”
• Council agreed to send up to two
councillors to the Association of Kootenay
Boundary Local Governments conference
April 27-29 in Kimberley. Councillor
Raynolds said she will be there as part
of her job with the Rural Development
Institute; Councillors Heather Fox and
David Hodsall will go to represent New
Denver.
• Council approved a Service Provider
Agreement with the Slocan Lake Garden
Society (SLUGS). This will allow the
volunteers who look after the Kohan
Garden, which belongs to the Village, to
be covered under the Village’s liability
insurance, saving $225.
• Council denied a request from the
Slocan Lake Boating Association to allow
it to apply to the Province for permission
to dredge out the marina entrance, which is
heavily silted up. In September, the Village
agreed to apply on the SLBA’s behalf; staff
is now gathering the required information
and will submit the application as soon as
it is complete. The association called the
work “maintenance and improvements to
the entrance.” CAO Bruce Woodbury said
according to the Ministry of Environment
dredging is not minor maintenance, but
work which needs approval and mitigation,
such as a silt curtain. The earliest window
of opportunity offered by the ministry
is mid-July to the end of August as “it
has to cater to various species of fish,”
Woodbury said.
The Village holds the lease on the
Crown land the marina occupies, and is
held responsible for whatever happens
there. It wants to ensure the work will
meet federal and provincial requirements,
and does not have a negative impact on
municipal operations or infrastructure.
• Council went in camera to approve
changes to the titles and responsibilities
of Village staff. Recent changes to the
Village’s office operations are designed to
save money and improve efficiency. It has
resulted in the hiring of more office staff,
but they are all part-time, says Corporate
Officer Catherine Allaway – herself
included. Only CAO Bruce Woodbury
works full-time.
Amanda Murphy, formerly the
administrative assistant, is now the
Recreation and Cultural Services coordinator. She is responsible for the Nikkei
Internment Memorial Centre, as well as
other recreational, heritage and cultural

sites and activities.
Stephanie Rauer, formerly the office
assistant, is now the administrative
assistant. Theresa Tremaine has taken
her place as office assistant. Lisa McGinn
continues as accounting clerk.
“The rationale was trying to create
positions at various wage points so people
are being paid appropriately for the work
that is being done,” said Allaway. “There
is such a range of activities we’re trying to
accomplish, and not all are worthy of high

Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work,
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal
WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS

pay. We’re trying to spread it around to get
better value for the taxpayers’ dollar.
“Having more bodies part-time gives
us more flexibility to accommodate the
work needed, and holiday schedules.”

WHITE NOSE
SYNDROME (WNS)

WNS, which affects only bats, is a lethal disease
spreading westward in N.A. (presently in
Ontario). It is suspected that the white fungus on
face and wings irritates hibernating bats, causing
them to awaken and thus use up their fat stores. It
also damages their skin, leading to dehydration.
Researchers are racing to find ways to minimize
the effects of WNS.

359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539
3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

slocanlakess.com

VILLAGE OF
NEW DENVER
PUBLIC NOTICES
Arbour Day
The Village of New Denver is holding an Arbour Day on
Monday, April 4, 2016. We will pick up all yard and pruning
waste that is placed at the curb by 8 a.m. Please ensure
that all branches are bundled and tied and all garden refuse
(leaves, etc.) is bagged. Absolutely no household garbage
or construction material will be picked up. Please ensure that
all bundles and bags are an acceptable weight. Remember,
you only have to lift one bag in comparison to the number
our crew will have to lift. Thank you for your cooperation.

Outdoor Burning Reminder
Residents of New Denver are reminded that outdoor burning
is regulated within the Village of New Denver. Permits are
required for all outdoor fires except cooking fires contained
within a barbecue pit or fire pit having a surface area not
greater than four (4) square feet; or within a manufactured
gas, coal or electric barbecue.
Burning permits are available from April 1st to May 15th
and from September 30th to November 15th – for more
information please call 250-358-2316 or visit the Village Office
at 115 Slocan Avenue, weekdays between 8:00 a.m. and
4:00 p.m. Council thanks all residents for their cooperation.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
The Village of New Denver has an exciting opportunity for a
dynamic individual to act as the Water Smart Ambassador,
a summer position for the 2016 season. The Water Smart
Ambassador position is jointly funded by the Columbia Basin
Trust and The Village of New Denver.
The Water Smart Ambassador provides public education
about water conservation to residents and businesses in
New Denver. Duties include: responding to customer inquiries
about water conservation; proactively promoting water
conservation through public displays and events, conducting
lawn and garden water assessments at residential locations.
Training will be provided. For a more detailed description of
job responsibilities and desired qualifications please contact
the Village Office.
Interested applicants should submit a cover letter and resume
by Friday April 15, 2016 to:
Village of New Denver,
Attention: Bruce Woodbury, CAO
Mail: P.O. Box 40, New Denver, BC, V0G 1S0
Email: office@newdenver.ca
In person: 115 Slocan Avenue, New Denver
This position will remain posted until filled. All applicants are
thanked for their interest – only those selected for an interview
will be contacted.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza.
250-353-2282.

Yes, you are 60!
Love from your family

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

THINKING OF STARTING, buying or
expanding your own business? If so, call
Community Futures offers business loans,
counseling & training; and delivers the
Self Employment program in the Arrow
& Slocan Lakes area. For more info leave
a message at 265-3674 ext. 201 or email
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.
ARE YOU AN ASPIRING
ENTREPRENEUR? If so, call
Community Futures to learn about the free
Business Plan workshop open to anyone!
And if you’re eligible, you may also qualify
for the Self-Employment program where
you will receive ongoing business training
and coaching and usually financial support
while you start your business. To learn more
call 265-3674 ext. 201 or email Nakusp@
fiutures.bc.ca.

CARD OF THANKS

THANK YOU to all the wonderful people
that helped celebrate Jack’s life, especially,
speakers: Ernie Knecht, James Andrews,
Brian Kennelly and Harold Friedenberger.
You were great! Many thanks to the staff
at Minto House, Nakusp, The Pavillion,
New Denver and all the doctors for the

CLASSIFIED ADS

great care and thoughtfulness. Visits, cards,
food and phone calls to all the family were
very helpful.
Thank you,
From Marlene, Ric, Brenda, Lorne,
Elaine and Wayne Allard

COMING EVENTS

SENIORS DROP-IN PROGRAM.
Every Tuesday and Thursday 10 am - 2
pm until April 7. Silverton Memorial
Hall. Socializing, Lunch, Workshops and
Outings. Open to all seniors in the area.
VALLICAN WHOLE - UP CLOSE &
INTIMATE entertainment series. April
2~KOOTENAY DIVAS, April 23~LUCAS
MYERS in CAMPGROUND. $40 for both
events. Also, limited $25 single advanced
tickets for Kootenay Divas on sale at www.
VallicanWhole.com www.Facebook.com/
TheWhole 250-226-7957
SAILING LESSONS/TOURS at Slocan
Village Beach - Every Sunday & Monday
mid June-Sept. $60 Per - Teens and Adults.
Kootenay Catamaran, info - skroby1@yahoo.
com. Cdn Yachting Certification available.
READY, SET, LEARN! A FREE program
for parents/caregivers and preschoolers ages
3 to 5. Special guest events and activities

including creative art, science, literacy,
numeracy, music, movement, cooking and
much more! Join Julia and Lila, 1:00 pm to
3:30 pm, Mondays, April 4, 11, 18, and 25.
Location: Lucerne School in the Preschool/
StrongStart room. Please pre-register. Call
Charlene, 250-358-7768, or Julia at 250-3582475, or Lila at 250-358-7766. Sponsored by
SD 10 & Ministry of Education.
MEET TWO LOCAL AUTHORS at the
Slocan Community Library, Sunday, April 3
at 1 pm. Nelson Miller introduces his Book
of Cool approaching ‘cool’ as a philosophy
of life. Elizabeth Blakely shares UFO and
ET stories, focusing on her fifth book,
Awake! A Spiritual Primer. No charge.
YARD AND YARDAGE! Slocan Valley
Threads Guild’s annual event welcomes
you Sunday, April 17, 10 to 2. Fabric,
notions, perennials, lunch, refreshments
and gallery of members’ work. Highway 6
at Perry’s Back Road. 226-7703
CONVERGENCE 2016: ‘The Spirit in the
Landscape’ with authors Sharon Butala and
J. Edward Chamberlin at Silverton Memorial
Hall, May 13-14. Don’t miss this unique
opportunity to learn from two renowned
Canadian writers and explore ways that

The Valley Voice March 23, 2016

writing can reflect our spiritual connection
to the landscape. For more information, visit
the Heart’s Rest website at www.heartsrest.
com and go to the Convergence tab. To
reserve a spot send an email to Coordinator
Art Joyce at ajoyce@uniserve.com. New
workshop and meals registration forms will
be available online soon. Writing samples
for workshops due by April 15.
BALLROOM DANCE CLASSES
resume Tuesday, April 5 and Wednesday
April 6 for six weeks, 1.25 hr $65. Choose
from Swing Mix, Smooth Mix or Latin
Mix. New Students welcome. Beginners
& Singles welcome. Preregistration &
Prepayment required. LATIN CARDIO
WORKOUT class, starts April 6 for
8 weeks, Wednesday, 4:30 ND Gym.
$10 drop-in or punch pass of 3 for $20.
franwallis@redmtn.ca or 250-358-2448
ARGENTINE TANGO - April 15/17
Taghum Hall. Six workshops, Practica &
Milonga $100 before April 3. franwallis@
redmtn.ca or 250-358-2448
GIRLS’ EMPOWERMENT
MOVEMENT (GEM) Program. For
girls aged 10 to 13. Art, yoga, games, and
discussions about friendships, growing up

Advertise in the

Valley Voice
It pays!!!

• Call 358-7218 for
details •

email:
valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

Your ad could
be here for only
$11.00 + GST

ENVIRONMENT
info

Ballroom Dance in the Kootenays

by Fran Wallis, Bronze Assoc. DIVDA
Group & Private
classes for teens & adults
Wedding Preparation Packages
«Plan for your special day»
franwallis@redmtn.ca or 250-358-2448

– New Clients Welcome –

Dr. Michael Brennan • Chiropractor
Over 10 years experience
Appointments can be scheduled by contacting
his Nelson office at 250-352-5135

Dr. Brennan comes to New Denver and Nakusp every week:
Slocan Community Health Centre on Tuesday Afternoons;
Arrow Lakes Hospital on Wednesday.
Offering Chiropractic, Concussion Management, Cold Laser Therapy,
Custom Orthotics, Auto Injury Care and many more services.

www.activebalancechiro.ca

Open 1 pm to 4:30 pm Tues. to Sat.

Your ad
could be
here for
only $19.50
+ GST
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& self-expression. Saturdays April 16, 23,
30, May 7, 14, 28. 250-352-9949 gem@
nelsonwomenscentre.com Web: www.
nelsonwomenscentre.com
ANNUAL MEETING – Hills Community
Doukhobor Society. Sunday, April 10 at
1:00 pm. Hills Community Hall.
THE NEW DENVER HOSPICE
in partnership with the Seniors Drop
In Program invite you to join us for
an ADVANCED CARE PLANNING
WORKSHOP. Presented by local lawyer
Mike Sweeney, Dr. Mike Magier and Home
and Community Nurse Leslie Beare. April
7th 10 am (sharp) Silverton Memorial Hall.
Contact: Julie Fry 250-358-2317.
JOIN THE WEST KOOTENAY
GLOBAL AWARENESS NETWORK
for ‘Salam Neighbor’ a film about Zaatari,
where displaced Syrians find themselves
waiting for resettlement, or to go home.
In addition to showing this important film,
we will also have the opportunity to hear
from community members and networks
active in refugee work in Nelson, including:
Nelson Friends of Refugees, Kootenay
Refugee Coalition and Cathedral Refugee
Committee. Tuesday, March 29 at 7 pm at
The Front Room, 901 Front St.
SLGS COMMUNITY COFFEE
HOUSE: Seeking acts for our coffee house
on May 7. We invite short performances
of music, dance, poetry, etc. Take this
opportunity to hatch out of your shell
and onto the live stage with our friendly
and supportive audience. Contact Sue at
8-2167or gallersuemistretta@gmail.com
GET YOUR ACT TOGETHER for THE
BIG AIR BAND/ LIP SYNC CONTEST,
coming April 23 to the Silverton Memorial
Hall. Calling on all Slocan Valley businesses,
organizations, groups and individuals to
enter to win cash prizes for 1st, 2nd and

3rd place in two categories: adults and
kids. Coaching available. Don’t miss out
on the fun! All ages and abilities, and all
kinds of music welcome. Registration forms
available at the Valley Voice office and www.
slocanlake.com. Registration period: March
28-April 7. Hosted by the Slocan District
Chamber of Commerce. More info: 250226-7967 or www.slocanlake.com
SPRING CLEAN-UP AT THE KOHAN
GARDEN April 2 & 3, 9 am-4 pm. Bring a
rake, friends and family. Free lunch, fresh air
and gardening tips. Join us at 2 pm on Saturday,
April 2 for the installation in the garden of a
memorial bench in memory of Natasha Weiss.
SLOCAN VALLEY ECONOMIC
Development Commission 2016 meeting
schedule: April 6 – New Denver, Knox
Hall; June 29 – Crescent Valley Fire
Hall, 7 pm; October 12 – Slocan Village,
Council Chambers, 6 pm. Unless posted
otherwise. All meetings open to the public.
For more information: 250-226-0064/
slocanvalleyedc@gmail.com.
VALHALLAWILDERNESS PROGRAM
Bottle Drive – Saturday, April 9,2016 from
9-12. Pick-up from Slocan Park to Slocan
City. Call ahead for large pick-ups @ 250355-2212. Thank you for your support.

FOR RENT

MOUNTAIN COTTAGE available
for spring rentals. Weekends, weekly or
monthly with discounts. 250-231-2174
slocanlakemountaincottage.com.

FOR SALE

AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING
CONTAINERS 20 ft. and 40 ft. sizes.
Kootenay Containers. Sales & Rentals.
Castlegar. 250-365-3014.

FOUND

GLASSES FOUND IN NEW DENVER near
the boat launch/ Kohan Garden. Call or drop by
the Valley Voice office to claim. 250-358-7218.

CLASSIFIED ADS
HEALTH

YOGA IN SILVERTON – THE INWARD
JOURNEY: Monday 9-10:30 am; Thursday
4-5:30 pm. Honour your body by reducing
stress, building strength, flexibility and
balance. Upper story of the fire hall in
Silverton. Only 5 minutes from New
Denver. Open to all levels. Come and share
mindfulness and the exultation of inner flow.
TRADITIONAL THAI MASSAGE with
Tyson - Special Intro offer: 2 hour Thai
massage for $50. Experience an ancient
physiotherapy method for body/mind
wellness. Available by appointment in the
Slocan Valley and Nelson. Tyson Bartel
250-226-6826 http://www.thaitouch.ca/
NATESHVAR YOGA – Classes begin
March 25 at the White Pines Dojo, Slocan.
Hatha Flow, Contact Yoga, Danskinetics.
250-358-7708. www.contactyoga.com.
With Ken Scott, nateshvar@yahoo.ca.

HELP WANTED

WEST KOOTENAY ECOSOCIETY
seeks Executive Director to lead our
growing organization. Learn more at www.
ecosociety.ca/jobs
HOMEMAKER – NO EXPERIENCE
necessary. We will train. Please phone 250265-3273 for more details.
DENTALASSISTANT REQUIRED beginning
of April 2016. Part-time relief. 250-265-9993.
smdent@telus.net. Box 218, Nakusp V0G 1R0

NOTICES

FOR INFORMATION ON AA, NA,
OA, ACOA OR ALANON MEETINGS
contact in New Denver: 358-7904 or 3587158; Nakusp 265-4216; Kaslo 353-2658;
Slocan 355-2805; South Slocan 226-7705;
Playmor Junction 359-7310.
www.carpentercreeklastwishessociety.
ca provides information on preplanning
for death and advice for alternative funeral
arrangements. Ph: 250-358-2253.

NELSON & AREA ELDER ABUSE
PREVENTION Resource Centre: 250352-6008 preventeldRabuse@sbdemail.
com / www.nelsonelderabuseprevention.
org. Drop-in Wednesdays 12-2 pm, 719
Vernon Street, Nelson. Nelson and District
Seniors Coordinating Society.
LANDLORDS: FORGET THE
HASSLE. Peace of Mind Rental
Management will screen applicants, collect
the rent, inspect at regular intervals, answer
tenants’ emergency calls, and arrange for
repairs. 15 years of experience as landlords
of three properties. Put our knowledge to
work for you! 358 area only. 250-358-2119
or kaytrin@netidea.com.

PETS

PERSONALIZED DOG CARE –
WINLAW. Your dog’s home away from
home, no kennels, acres of fenced play area
and river swims. Call now to book your
dog’s vacation. 1-250-448-6553, www.
barknrollinn.com.
DOES YOUR DOG OR PUPPY frustrate
you? Would you like to have the dog of your
dreams? Would you like to confidently go
anywhere with your dog? We can help. Go
to www.proudofmydog.ca to find out how.

Merrifield
Accounting+
Personal & Small
Business TAXES
Daily Bookkeeping

(250) 505 9748

pauljmerrifield@gmail.com

SLOCAN VALLEY
RECREATION
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Bear Smart in the Woods: Thurs Apr
7, 7-9pm, Donation, Slocan Park Hall.
Please pre-register.
Dreamcrafting: Make Dreamcatchers
using willow frames & traditional tubular
peyote stich. 2 sessions: Sat’s Apr 16/23,
10 am-noon, Slocan Park Hall.

226-0008
WWW.RDCK.BC.CA
SERVICES

SAVE MONEY @ PETER’S WINDOWS
& DOORS with energy-efficient windows,
doors and siding by Gentek. We are the
exclusive dealer of long lasting, high
performing windows by Gentek. We also
have lots of wood and metal doors in stock.
Now selling Gentek siding. 1-250-399-0079.
GERRY CONWAY – Journeyman
carpenter/builder. 250-265-3163.
SATELLITE AV TECH: Shaw, Telus,
Bell, Xplornet etc; antennas, boosters, home
theatre, wired & wireless systems; James,
250-226-7236, tjfworks.ca

Business Classifieds start at $10.00
Call 250-358-7218 for details

Highland Creek
Contracting
• Excavating • Dump truck •
Premium garden soil • Lawn
installation • Landscaping

Call for a estimate
Pete Schwartz

250-358-2199

cell: 250-505-4347

highlandcreekcontracting@gmail.com

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN

HARDWOOD FLOORS
WHOLESALE
• Registered Septic System
designer and installer •
• Ready Mix Concrete •
• Lock Blocks • Drain Rock •
• Road Crush • Sand & Gravel •
• Dump Trucks • Excavator •
• Crusher • Coloured Concrete •
• Site Preparation •
Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
Ph. 265-4615 • vieirac@telus.net

Safety, Service, Satisfaction
Installation and maintenance

jim@jemsgas.com
MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION
TimberFrame Homes
Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall
Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding
Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales
dave@maddentimber.com

250 265 1807

HALL LUMBER
& BUILDING SUPPLIES
Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat
10 am to 5 pm
PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd.
Edgewood, BC

K&A

EPONA ENTERPRISES INC.

250-358-7721

Meeting all your electrical
needs with friendly
professional service.
Call Ed Kostuch at 250-265-8091

CONSTRUCTION
FOUNDATIONS • ROOFING • RENOVATIONS

Specializing in Timber Framing
Cell: 250-265-8503 Home: 250-269-7280

• Lawn care • Spring clean-up • Pruning
• Odd jobs • Yard waste removal

Call Larry “the lawn guy”
250-265-7281 • 250-358-7772

Serving Silverton to Nakusp & all points in between.

mobile

(250) 551-TIME (8463)

BONDED Journeyman carpenter • Licenced (Canadian)
Sub-contractor • Licenced (US) Contractor.

www.manciaconstruction.ca

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

LARRY’S Lawn & Yard Service

1730 Hwy 3, Selkirk Spring Building
dan@canadiangardensupply.com

Alex Joseph

Leaf Cabinetry

Tyler Paynton • 250.777.3654 • silvridgeearthsnow@hotmail.com

Castlegar
250-304-2911

Electrical Contracting Ltd

Kent & Arlene Yardcare Services
Free Estimates
358-2508 • 358-7785 • 505-8210
wyofonoff1@yahoo.ca

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Indoor Garden
Supplies

Wired by Alex

Crescent Bay
Construction Ltd.
Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431
• Email cresbay@telus.net

100% CANADIAN PREF. ALUM-OXIDE. ROAKMAPLE BISTRO/TAVERN 3 1/4” X 3/4” - $4.39/SF
– MILL RUN $85 Sel BETTER. NORTH PLANK.
RL. UP TO 7’ $5.49/SF PLT. – ENG IMPORT
FROM $3.99/SF PLT. CORK 50+ CHOICES
FROM $2.59 SF PLT. GLUE DOWN – BAMBOO,
SLATE FROM $3.99/SF PLT – MOST IN STOCK
AT JUAN’S 1503 HWY 3A
THRUMS (CASTLEGAR) BC
250-399-6377 Mon-Sat 8:30 am - 5 pm

• Power Trowel • Concrete Finishing
• Concrete Stamping and Acid
Staining • Forming • Tile Setting
• Cultured & Natural Stone Installation
CREATIVE MASONRY SOLUTIONS
FOR YOUR HOME AND BUSINESS

Patrick Baird

250-354-8562

elementconcrete.ca

Residential & commercial
cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC

250.226.7441

www.leafcabinetry.com

MEN with BROOMS
CHIMNEY SWEEPS

250-265-4134

Insurance Inspections & Installations
of Wood Burning Appliances
WETT Certified • WorkSafe BC
Bonded • Insured

Jim Pownall
& Co.

LOG & TIMBER
FRAME HOMES
Crane Service

New Denver • BC
250-358-2566
jpownall@telus.net
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Personal Classifieds
start at $8.00

Call 250-358-7218 for details
email: valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

HAIR

AVA’S
Hair Studio
OPEN YEAR-ROUND

358-7769

Far right entrance of the Wild Rose Building in Rosebery

FLOWERS

Fresh Floral Arrangements
by Darlene
Green Acres Ventures
Weddings & Everyday Flowers

Delivery available 250-265-1379
email: greenacres@live.ca • www.greenacresnakusp.ca

WINTER HOURS
9 AM - 9 PM

COMMUNITY
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Seniors Advocate releases directory for residential care facilities
submitted
The Office of the Seniors
Advocate has released the British
Columbia Residential Care Quick
Facts Directory, providing key
information in a standardized and
concise format for 292 publicly
funded licensed care facilities in
British Columbia.
“This directory builds on the
work done by the Office of the
Ombudsperson who identified the
need for a resource of this kind to be
SERVICES

WINDOW & GUTTER CLEANING
services - Professional and highly detailed at
reasonable prices. Contact Neil Johnson of
Kaslo Window & Gutter Cleaning: phone 250353-3291, or; email KasloWG@gmail.com
TLC HOUSEKEEPING SERVICES –
House cleaning, organizing and light yard
work. Reasonable rates. Call Linda @ 250505-4573 or email lascelleslp1@gmail.com.

available to seniors and their family
members,” said Isobel Mackenzie,
BC’s Seniors Advocate.
The directory provides information
for a number of areas including:
• address, age of facility,
regulation/legislation, accreditation
status, bed/room information;
• food services, nursing, allied
health (physio, occupational,
recreation, speech and language
therapies, social work services) and
total funded direct care hours per
resident per day;
• current languages spoken,
contact for complaints, type of resident
or family council;
• date of last inspection/reason for
inspection;
• number of serious adverse
events, quantity and type of reportable
incidents;
• care services and quality indicators

compared to the BC average, such as
percentage of residents diagnosed with
depression vs percentage of residents
receiving depression medication, and
percentage of residents who have

taken antipsychotic medications.
The directory can be viewed online
on the Office of the Seniors Advocate
website under Reports & Publications
at www.seniorsadvocatebc.ca.

submitted
The Nelson & District Women’s
Centre has 12 more spots for girls to
join in a new and exciting program
offering art, games, yoga, and fun
activities to learn about growing up.
In the Girls’ Empowerment
Movement (GEM), girls aged 10 to
13 explore themes related to friends,
growing bodies, changing feelings,
self-expression, and personal power.
During each session in the series, a
guest facilitator from the community
will join to share knowledge and
skills with the girls, and the series
will culminate in the girls showing

some of their experiences to their
families on the final day.
This program has been supported
by the Nelson & District Credit
Union and the government of British
Columbia, making the cost to families
only $30 for the entire series.
The program will run from 10
am to 2 pm on Saturdays April 16,
23, 30 and May 7, 14, and 28 at the
Nelson & District Women’s Centre,
420 Mill Street. Lunch is included.
Registration for the series is required.
For more information, email: gem@
nelsonwomenscentre.com or call
250-352-9949.

Empowering girls in Nelson

Open Thurs - Sun

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

H. A. Benson Inc.

Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0
Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: howard@habenson.ca

Bikes, Skis,
Snowshoes
Sales and
Maintenance
Call Shon
250-265-3332

New Market Foods

shonsbs@gmail.com

518 6th Ave • New Denver

250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290
email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca

Your ad could
be byhere
Certified
the Province offor
BC to testonly
drinking water
$11.00 + GST

Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area.
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm

HEALTH FOOD

Rutabagas
Whole Foods Market
New Denver, BC
316 Main Street
250-358-7900

Open Tuesday - Saturday
10:00 am - 5:00 pm
Closed Sunday & Monday
Main Street, New Denver

250-358-2178

ORGANIC PRODUCE • NATURAL
MEDICINES • VITAMINS • SUPPLEMENTS
AND MORE
Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30

Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

GIFTS
Kaslo Clothes Hanger

Support the Valley Voice with
a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30

COMMUNITY
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Frank Appleton and the craft beer revolution
submitted
“I was just one of the first to write
an article that became a revolutionary
pamphlet, it said something that
many had thought – that good beer,
flavourful and nutritious beer, had
become debased. It had lost out to
a mass-produced pale imitation of
itself. The reaction was an idea whose

time had come.” —from Chapter 17.
Brewing Revolution: Pioneering
the Craft Beer Movement is the
inspiring story behind today’s
craft beer revolution, written
by Edgewood’s Frank Appleton,
the English-trained brewmaster
considered by many to be the father
of Canada’s craft brewing movement.

The book, from Harbour Publishing,
will be released in September.
Appleton chronicles 50 years in
the brewing business, from his early
years working for one of the major
breweries, to his part in establishing
the first cottage brewery in Canada,
to a forward look at the craft beer
industry in an ever-more competitive

market.
Disillusioned with the Canadian
brewing scene in the early 1970s,
where three huge companies
controlled 90 per cent of the market
and marketers and accountants – not
the brewmasters – decided what
products to make, Appleton decided
to drop out and brew his own beer

submitted
Farm Credit Canada (FCC) is
adding $500 million to its ongoing
commitment to a loan program aimed
at helping young farmers become
established in the industry.
Since 2012, FCC’s commitment
to the Young Farmer Loan (YFL) has
grown to $2 billion with almost 6,000
loans worth more than $1.3 billion
approved, as of December 31, 2015.
The YFL provides qualified
producers, under age 40, with loans
of up to $500,000 to purchase or

improve farmland and buildings. The
loan includes variable lending rates at
prime plus 0.5 per cent, a special fixed
rate if producers choose that avenue
of repayment, and no loan processing
fees. Enabling young producers to
borrow with no fees at affordable
interest rates helps them develop a
solid credit history and build their
business.
“Access to flexible financing
is very important when you are
starting out or trying to become more
established in the industry,” says

Shawn Paget of New Brunswick. “It’s
more than a loan – it’s an investment
in the future of farming.”
To find out more about the
demographic impact of young farmers
on Canadian agriculture, read the
latest Ag Economist blog post at www.
fcc.ca/AgEconomist.
The YFL enhances FCC’s suite
of existing products and services that
support young producers, such as
the transition load, Ag Knowledge
Exchange events, publications,
FCC on Campus, and management

submitted
School District #10 (Arrow Lakes)
is one of 22 districts in the province
which will receive $25,000 from the
province to introduce the ‘Shoulder
Tappers’ program, allowing students
to explore options for high-tech and
trades training.
The program enlists career coordinators or recruitment specialists
who work closely with students to
help them connect with trades and
technical training as well as on-the-job
experience.

Coordinators help mentor
elementary and secondary school
students and facilitate student access
to technical, academic, and vocational
courses in industries as diverse as
aircraft engineering, heavy-duty
mechanics, information technology,
and early childhood education. The
coordinators also work closely with
employers, the Industry Training
Authority and the CES Career
Education Society to connect students
with opportunities.
The Province says it launched BC’s

Skills for Jobs Blueprint in April 2014
“to re-engineer education and training
so British Columbians are first in line
for careers of tomorrow. The Shoulder
Tappers initiative helps government
meet this goal.
“Over the next three years, new
K-12 curriculum is being phased in
with new standards in mathematics,
sciences, and applied design, skills and
technology. It supports opportunities
for students to develop the problemsolving and creative thinking skills they
need for success in BC’s tech sector.”

software for both accounting and field
management.
For more information on the
FCC Young Farmer Loan program,
visit www.fcc.ca/youngfarmerloan or
producers can call the local FCC office
at 1-800-387-3232.
F C C i s C a n a d a ’s l e a d i n g
agriculture lender, with a healthy loan
portfolio of more than $28 billion. Our
employees are dedicated to the future
of Canadian agriculture and its role
in feeding an ever-growing world.
We provide flexible, competitively
priced financing, management
software, information and knowledge
specifically designed for the
agriculture and agri-food industry.
Our profits are reinvested back into
agriculture and the communities
where our customers and employees
live and work. Visit fcc.ca or follow us
on Facebook, LinkedIn, and on Twitter
@FCCagriculture.

submitted
Registered charities, school
programs and community organizations
are invited to apply for a share of the
$1.1 million available to deserving
programs serving children and youth
across the country. The Canada Post
Community Foundation for Children
is accepting grant applications until
midnight on Monday, April 11.
Last year, 106 projects from across
the country shared the funds raised.
The Foundation granted financial
help for projects to help provide

nutritious snacks and meals, tutoring,
recreational programs for special needs
youth, positive body image messaging
and the purchase of bike helmets, to
name just a few.
Since 2012, the Foundation
has granted more than $6 million
to 369 community projects. Each
fall, the Foundation holds a fiveweek fundraising campaign across
the country through Canada Post’s
retail network with employee-led
fundraising activities, the sale of
a special stamp, in-store customer

donations, and contributing programs
such as the United Way and Canada
Post’s employee Dime-a-Day program.
Funds stay within the provinces or
territories where they were raised.
Each application is assessed by
employee volunteers; evaluation
criteria include organizational profile,
project impact and appropriateness.
The Foundation’s Board of Trustees
makes the final choice. The online
application and additional information
on the Foundation can be found on
canadapost.ca/community.

Farm Credit Canada adding $500 million to Young Farmer Loan program

New grant helps school districts connect students with their future
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while homesteading in the BC
interior.
He made a meagre living as a
freelance writer and his article entitled
‘The Underground Brewmaster’
sparked the interest of John Mitchell,
co-founder of the Troller Pub in
Horseshoe Bay. Their partnership
launched the Horseshoe Bay Brewery
in June 1982, the first of its kind in
the country, serving the iconic Bay
Ale brewed from Appleton’s recipe.
Covering a range of topics, such
as the difficulty of steering beer
drinkers away from the ‘Big Boys’
breweries, and struggles with the
BC Liquor Control Board, as well
as brewing plant design and the
complexities of the malting process,
Brewing Revolution touches upon the
foundation of what shaped the craft
beer industry in Canada. Appleton’s
passion and innovation opened the
gates for the scores of brewpubs and
microbreweries that were to follow
in both Canada and the US, and his
story is of interest to anyone excited
by today’s craft beer revival.
Appleton has been consultant
brewmaster to 20 brewing operations,
including consulting in brewery
design, startup and brewer training.
In 2009, he received the Lifetime
Achievement Award for Leadership
in Craft Brewing from CAMRA
Chapter Victoria.

Canada Post accepting grant applications for children and youth

Slocan Lake golf course is
NOW OPEN.

Volunteers watch over burning of old house

submitted
rolled and gathered up hundreds of the fire, everyone involved agreed
The Edgewood and Fauquier feet of hoses; pumps were refuelled that the afternoon’s staged burn was
volunteer fire departments combined and stored safely.
very worthwhile and a great learning/
forces recently to watch over the
At a debriefing meeting following training event.
staged burn of an abandoned house
in Edgewood.
The two-storey log house was
built in 1934 by William Partridge
and his family. In recent years the
house had begun to tumble down and
had become a danger to inquisitive
children.
With the land owner’s permission
the old house was set ablaze. The
Edgewood volunteers had all of
their fire fighting equipment on
hand. Members said it was a great
opportunity to practice a variety of
skills they have learned over the
years, as well as to test equipment.
By the end of the day there
was nothing left but a small pile of
The Edgewood and Fauquier volunteer fire departments combined forces recently to watch
smoldering rubble. The fire fighters
over the staged burn of an abandoned house in Edgewood.

Take advantage our our great springtime special.
$20.00 flat rate green fees.
Everyone welcome. Early course conditions are exceptional.

318 Broadway St. Nakusp, BC 250-265-3288
Guest
House

20

COMMUNITY

Caroline Woodward nominated for BC Book Prize
submitted
Lennard Island lightkeeper
and acclaimed author Caroline
Woodward has just been nominated
for a prestigious BC Book Prize for
her most recent book, Light Years:
Memoir of a Modern Lighthouse
Keeper.
Light Years, which has appeared
regularly on the BC Bestseller list
since it was published in September
2015, is a finalist for the Bill Duthie
Booksellers’ Choice Award. This prize
is awarded to the author and publisher
of the BC-published book that is the
most successful in terms of public
appeal, initiative, design and content.
The winner is determined by ballot by
independent booksellers from across
BC and the Yukon.
When Woodward was contacted
with the news she was full of sincere
thanks for the booksellers who voted
for her book.
“I am very honoured, as a former
bookseller at Oliver’s Books in
Nelson and at our own Motherlode

Bookstore in New Denver, and as a
publisher’s sales rep to the bookstores
of north Vancouver Island and the
North Coast, to be a Bill Duthie
Booksellers’ Prize finalist for my own
book at long last!”
In 2007, Woodward was itching
for a change. With an established
career in book-selling and promotion,
four books of her own and having
raised a son with her husband, Jeff
George, she yearned for adventure and
to re-ignite her passion for writing.
Jeff was tired of piecing together
low-paying part-time jobs and, with
Caroline’s encouragement, applied
for a position as a relief lightkeeper on
an island near Tofino. They endured
lonely months of living apart, but
the way of life rejuvenated Jeff and
inspired Caroline to contemplate
serious shifts in order to accompany
him.
When a permanent position for a
lighthouse keeper became available,
Caroline quit her job and joined Jeff
on the lights.

Light Years is an eloquent
personal account that details
Caroline’s endurance of extreme
climatic, interpersonal and medical
challenges, as well as the practical
and psychological aspects of living
a happy, healthy, useful and creative
life in isolation.

Caroline Woodward is the author
of Disturbing the Peace which was
nominated for the Ethel Wilson BC
Book Prize, Alaska Highway TwoStep, and Penny Loves Wade, Wade
Loves Penny plus two children’s
books that have also been nominated
for many prizes.
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The BC Book Prizes is awarded
annually in seven categories, with the
intent to celebrate the best writing
and publishing in the province. The
awards carry a cash prize of $2,000
plus a certificate. The winners of the
BC Book Prizes will be announced at
an awards gala in Victoria on April 30.

Joldhamfinehomes.com

“When you want it done right”
Specializing in New Home construction and sales
Renovations, garages, carports, shops and sheds
(All your general contracting needs)

The New Denver and Area Youth Centre Society hosted a very well-attended fundraising dinner at the Silverton Memorial Hall on February 27.
Volunteers prepared an incredible spread of pasta and sauces, salads and desserts; local youth practised their serving skills; and quite a few
lucky attendees went home with door prizes donated by local businesses.

Slocan Library wants scenic photos of the valley

contact: Jesse Oldham
jesseoldham@hotmail.com (250 551 2593)

submitted
Donna Gole, Chair of the Slocan
Community Library’s Picture
Committee, says the library’s latest
project is to brighten up the place
with a new look. Energy-efficient,
economical lighting was installed
in a project funded both by both the
library and the Village of Slocan. The
new, even lighting provides a warm
ambience. Now the library wants to
shine that light on the Slocan Valley
and its locals.
The library is looking for 16
great photos, of landscape or nature,

set in the Valley. Colour photos are
preferred though a fantastic black
and white shot would be welcome,
too. The photos will be displayed
in a revolving exhibit in the library
and, possibly, in shared areas of
the Wellness Centre. Of central
importance, Gole says, is that the
project will display local talent.
For photographers, this is a
fame-only opportunity. The library
is a volunteer effort and runs on
donations. Photographers will be
asked to donate the right for the
library to print one copy of each

photograph chosen for the exhibit.
The library will pay the cost of
printing, matting (if needed), and
framing. The photos must be high
resolution, so that when they are
enlarged they will be at least 300
dpi. The photos will be displayed
in 24” by 36” frames with the
photographer’s name on a card
beside each one.
Submissions of photos or
questions about the project can be
emailed to the committee via Donna
at dgole@telus.net The deadline for
submissions is April 15.

submitted
Seniors and retirees represented
by the National Pensioners
Federation welcomed last week’s
announcement by PM Justin Trudeau
that the eligibility age for Old Age

Security will stay at age 65 and
not be increased as enacted by the
previous government.
The National Pensioners
Federation opposed the increase in
the eligibility age, due to take effect

submitted
The Regional District of Central
Kootenay board adopted its 20162020 financial plan March 17.
The General Administration
service will decrease by about 10
per cent over last year, while Rural
Administration will rise around five
per cent. Other changes include
increases to the building inspection
(7.8 per cent) and planning (15 per
cent) services.
“The directors were very
cognizant of the tax impacts to
residents throughout the budget
process,” said Chief Administrative
Officer Stuart Horn. “There are some
increases related to service demands;
however, we hope that decreases in
other services will result in a small

impact on individual tax bills.”
Total taxation for the district is
approximately $25 million.
“The board thanks residents for
participating in the public consultation
process throughout the region,” said
RDCK chair Karen Hamling. “The
board and staff worked diligently to
ensure fiscal restraint. This budget
affects us all and sets a sound and
fiscally responsible stage for the next
five years.”
The RDCK manages and delivers
165 services. For more information on
what the RDCK does for you, please
visit rdck.ca/EN/main/government/
welcome.html.
The financial plan may be viewed,
as of March 31, on the RDCK website
at www.rdck.ca.

in 2023, because so many seniors
depend on OAS and the Guaranteed
Income Supplement and could not
have waited the extra two years to
receive these benefits.
“Our members will welcome this
reversal of a bad decision,” said Herb
John, federation president. “Our
members and older Canadians across
the country were outraged when this
change was first proposed in 2012.
Despite promises, nothing was ever
put in place to cover those people
who could not hang on for two extra
years after a lifetime of struggle. This
is a good move and we look forward
to seeing this in writing in the federal
budget.”
The National Pensioners
Federation is a non-partisan, nonsectarian organization of 350
seniors’ chapters, clubs, groups,
organizations and individual
supporters across Canada with a
collective membership of 1,000,000
seniors and retirees devoted entirely
to the welfare and best interests of
ageing Canadians.

Seniors’ organization happy OAS age will stay at 65

RDCK financial plan highlights

