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by Jan McMurray
The 41st annual Nakusp Citizens 

of the Year Celebration was held in 
honour of Sheila Anderson and Barb 
Chwachka. Sponsored by the Nakusp 
Rotary Club, the event took place March 
5 at the Legion. 

“Barb and Sheila exemplify Rotary’s 
motto, ‘service above self,’” said Rotary 
President Harry Ellens in his welcoming 
address.

Mayor Karen Hamling congratulated 
the award recipients on behalf of the 
Village of Nakusp. “They don’t feel they 
deserve this award, but we all know they 
do,” she said.

Hamling said both women are 
“pragmatic and no-nonsense, and have 
a tremendous sense of humour.” She 
commented on the ongoing fundraisers 
Sheila conducts out of her shop with 
the sale of jams and raffle tickets, and 
listed the several organizations Barb has 
volunteered for over the years.

The Nakusp Rotary Club received a 
round of applause when Mayor Hamling 
commended the club for hosting the 
Citizens of the Year event for 41 years.

Laurie Page congratulated the two 
Citizen of the Year Award recipients on 
behalf of MLA Katrine Conroy, who 
was not able to attend. Page noted that 
Sheila helps birds through BEAKS, 
animals through PALS, as well as friends 
and strangers. “I am always amazed at 
how such a big heart can fit into such a 
small frame,” she said. “If society is the 
fabric, Sheila embodies what holds it 
all together.”

Page said it was a special pleasure to 

Sheila Anderson and Barb Chwachka honoured as Nakusp Citizens of the Year
speak about Barb, who she has worked 
with on the paddling club, trails society, 
and other organizations. Describing 
her as “a forceful presence on the 
volunteer scene,” Page doubted that 
the community could have convinced 
Interior Health to convert Halcyon Home 
to an assisted living facility without 
her. “Her dedication and resolve are 
the necessary ingredients for all her 
successes,” she said.

MP Richard Cannings thanked the 
Rotary Club for the invitation to the 
event, and said he was very happy to be 
back in Nakusp for the first time since 
election day. “We politicians do a lot of 
work, but it’s really the volunteers behind 
the scenes that make these communities 
tick,” he said. “I really appreciate 
the work of these very worthy award 
recipients.”

Sylvia Warrantz then spoke for 
Sheila, whom she nominated for the 
Citizen of the Year Award. Warrantz 
explained that Sheila stepped up to the 
plate to sell day passes for the Launch 
Club, a volunteer organization. Sheila 
receives 50 percent of the sales, “but 
none of that money goes into her pocket. 
It all goes to good causes, like BEAKS, 
PALS, and the SPCA,” said Warrantz. 
The same goes for the jams and jellies 
she sells at her shop. “If there is a family 
in need, the money goes to the family in 
need,” Warrantz said. “We’re so proud 
of her.”

During the open mic, Lisa Hulshof 
said Sheila is “a tremendous support” 
to the volunteer fire department and 
emergency responders in Nakusp.

Sheila thanked the Rotary Club and 
“everyone who showed up to check out 
us girls.” She noted that the community 
is filled with volunteers, giving special 
mention to the emergency responders 
because these are paid positions in bigger 
communities. “I love Nakusp and there 
isn’t anything I wouldn’t try to do for my 
community,” she said.

Ulli Mueller spoke for Barb, 
Lifetime Achievement Award recipient. 
“For over 40 years, she has lent her 
outstanding organizational and teaching 
skills to make Nakusp a better place to 

live,” she said, outlining Barb’s history 
as a nurse at Arrow Lakes Hospital, 
champion of the Halcyon Home cause, 
former board member and chair of 
Arrow and Slocan Lakes Community 
Services, the current president of the 
Trails Society, and founding member of 
the Paddling Club.

Barb thanked the Rotary Club 
for making it possible to recognize 
the community’s volunteers, and said 
she appreciated being recognized for 
the work she has done. “I wish more 
people knew how wonderful it is to be a 

volunteer – you learn so much,” she said.
A letter of congratulations to the 

recipients from Ken Williams, last year’s 
Lifetime Achievement Award winner, 
was read aloud. “Sheila is well known 
for her service to her customers and 
generous donations to the community, 
and Barb is known for her nursing and 
for single-handedly saving Halcyon 
Home.”

The Legion Ladies Auxiliary 
members were given a standing ovation 
for the delicious roast beef dinner they 
provided.

Sheila Anderson and Barb Chwachka were honoured at Nakusp’s annual Citizen of the Year ceremonies, March 5.
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Our valley’s green 
grocer since 1990 

• Fresh 
• Organic 

• Wholesome 
1290 Hwy #6 

Crescent Valley
250-359-7323

Open daily (Closed X’mas 
& New Year’s day)

EATS MOSQUITOES!
Bats eat huge numbers of flying insects 
(many mosquitoes) detected by echolocation, 
sometimes eating their own weight in insects 
per night…that’s the equivalent of a 68 kg 
(150#) human eating 600 ‘quarter-pounder’ 
burgers a day! The Kootenay Community 
Bat Project provided the first recorded 
inventory of bats in the Slocan Valley. www.
kootenaybats.com

slocanlakess.com

compiled by Jan McMurray
The four recipients of the Slocan 

Valley Community Directed funding 
received their contracts at the end of 
February from Leah Main, chair of the 
Slocan Valley Economic Development 
Commission (SVEDC).

The SVEDC partnered with the 
Columbia Basin Trust to manage the 
Community Directed Fund. CBT 
provided SVEDC with $300,000 over 
three years, and SVEDC took the lead 
on designing the funding program. An 
extensive public engagement process, 
led by consultant Withinsight Services, 
resulted in a report that guided the 
SVEDC in its decisions. A total of 
$251,000 over two years has been 
awarded for projects that the SVEDC 
believes will result in long-term and 
widespread benefits to the Slocan Valley 
community.

Representatives from each of the four 
organizations – WE Graham Community 
Service Society (WEGCSS), Slocan 
Valley Seniors’ Housing Society 
(SVSHS), West Kootenay Permaculture 
Co-op (WKPC), and the Healthy 
Community Society of the North Slocan 
Valley (HCS) – met with Main at the WE 
Graham Community Service Society 
building in Slocan on February 22.
WEGCSS bus project

The WE Graham Community 
Service Society will receive $46,000 
to purchase a youth/community bus. 
The bus will fill a need for specialized 
transportation in the valley for day trips, 
evening events, and other activities 
that occur outside of the times and 
locales served by regional transit. This 
transportation option will enable youth 
and other community members to 
more fully participate in wide-ranging 

Slocan Valley Community Directed Fund projects underway
events without having to own their own 
vehicles.
SVSHS housing project

The Slocan Valley Seniors’ Housing 
Society plans to build 12 units of 
affordable seniors’ rental housing in 
the heart of Slocan, and has received 
$40,000 from the Community Directed 
Fund towards the project.

“This SVEDC funding means we 
can hire staff to help make best use of 
the volunteer and community effort 
involved in such a large project,” said 
society president Rita Moir. “We can fine 
tune costs, raise funds and hire support 
for the administrative and organizational 
work before and during construction.”

Moir says the housing society board 
is solid, and has worked hard this past 
year completing a Need and Demand 
Study (co-ordinated by Ann Harvey), 
and designer Eric Clough is polishing the 
drawings based on input from the public. 
The society has also informed local and 
federal elected officials and potential 
funders about their progress and needs.

The need for housing is high and 
turnover is low, with only 20 units of 
purpose-built seniors’ housing the Slocan 
Valley: ten at Brouse Lodge in New 
Denver and ten at the housing society’s 
Passmore Lodge. 

The Slocan project has received 
tremendous support at public meetings 
throughout the Slocan Valley, with 
financial aid for planning from the 
Village of Slocan, RDCK, Columbia 
Basin Trust, Heritage Credit Union, the 
Slocan Legion, and the Slocan Valley 
Community Legacy Society. 

The housing society thanks the 
volunteers on the SVEDC board for the 
amount of work they have donated to 

help Slocan Valley projects.
WKPC Food Centre

Over the past four years, the 
West Kootenay Permaculture Co-op 
(WKPC) has been exploring the needs 
of the Slocan Valley food-shed, and has 
been developing plans to make good 
food central to the valley economy 
and community. The co-op has been 
collaborating with the WE Graham 
Community Service Society (WEGCSS) 
and has been in dialogue with both the 
Village of Slocan and the Columbia 
Basin Trust to undertake the building of 
a Community Food Centre in the heart 
of the Slocan Valley.

WKPC is an accredited Good Food 
Organization that will follow the lead 
of Community Food Centres Canada to 
bring access to affordable local food for 
residents in exciting and delicious new 
ways. The Food Centre will also draw on 
successful models of Incubator Kitchens 

to develop local food businesses and 
process value added foods for area 
farmers and gardeners. The co-op’s 
Homesteading 101 workshop series will 
also benefit (along with other community 
educators) from this new state-of-the-art 
kitchen teaching facility, which will 
be the only one of its kind in the area. 
The co-op received $65,000 from the 
Community Directed Fund.
HCS Food Hub

With the goals of strengthening 
agriculture, food production, and 
food security in the area, the Healthy 
Community Society is working on 
establishing a North Valley Food Hub. 
The long-term vision includes a year-
round dinner restaurant that serves food 
grown in the region at an affordable 
price, a fully equipped commercial 
kitchen with packaging equipment 
that would be available to local people 
interested in producing value-added food 

or herbal products, plenty of food storage 
space to allow for local food to be used 
throughout the year, a tool library, and 
perhaps a community greenhouse.

To get a start on this long-term 
vision, the HCS has received $100,000 
in Community Directed funding for a 
business plan and a pilot project for the 
restaurant and commercial kitchen. The 
group has begun negotiations with the 
owner of Rory’s on Main Restaurant in 
New Denver for a one-year lease of the 
restaurant, starting in the fall this year. 
Rory’s on Main will operate as is for the 
2016 spring/ summer season.

“This is a wonderful facility to 
pilot our project, as it is fully permitted, 
recently renovated and upgraded, well 
equipped, and well established,” said 
Paula Shandro, one of the HCS Food 
Hub Committee members. The business 
plan is in process and will be completed 
by the beginning of May.

by Jan McMurray
A presentation about the new BC 

curriculum brought several parents out 
to the February 23 School District 10 
board meeting, held at the Bonnington 
in Nakusp. Jan Unwin and Maureen 
Dockendorf from the Ministry of 
Education worked with SD 10 staff 
during the day, and then spoke to the 
public at the board meeting that evening. 

“It’s not a new curriculum; 
it’s a redesigned curriculum,” said 
Dockendorf. “You won’t see completely 
different things happening. Literacy and 
numeracy are foundational. The content 
is still there, but it’s no longer about what 
kids can regurgitate back.”

Dockendorf said that “personalized 
learning” and “core competencies” are 
the guiding principles of the redesigned 
curriculum. 

Personalized learning means 
tapping into students’ interests to help 
them learn. “The learner is at the centre. 
This is set up to build on your kids’ 

passions,” she said. “It’s no longer a one 
size fits all system.”

Core competencies are things 
children need when they leave the 
system: how to communicate, think 
critically, be creative, and be personally 
and socially responsible citizens.

“What they are going to need when 
they leave the system is way bigger than 
the content,” she said. “You need the 
content but it’s no longer about what kids 
can regurgitate back, because they can 
access that online. When they are online 
we want them to think critically. Where 
did this come from? Is this true? What’s 
the research behind this?”

Dockendorf said the redesigned 
curriculum encourages students to apply 
their learning in real life situations.

The redesigned curriculum will 
be implemented in K-7 classrooms in 
September this year, whereas grades 
10-12 classrooms will be field testing 
and refining the new curriculum for 
full implementation in September 2017.

Unwin spoke specifically about 
grades 10-12, emphasizing that the 
ministry understands how important 
these years are to students’ post 
secondary pursuits. She said they would 
start the transition to the redesigned 
curriculum in grades 10 and 11, because 
grade 12 is so critical to post secondary.

She explained that in the past, the 
ministry has produced the curriculum 
and delivered it to teachers near the 
start of the school year. But this newly 
redesigned curriculum has been co-
created by educators across the system, 
and is now “out there for feedback” from 
teachers and post secondary educators. 
She said they were also planning to 
engage with secondary students.

“We’re building it from the ground 
up and we’re working with post 
secondary,” she said. “These are the 
two major things that will allow the 
redesigned curriculum to be successful.”

Unwin also spoke about changes 
in the assessment of students, based on 
research over the years and feedback 
from parents and teachers. Currently, 
there are three provincial exams in grade 
10, one in grade 11 and one in grade 12. 
Unwin said they are hoping to eliminate 
the grade 10 and 11 provincial exams. 

“Science 10 and Social Studies 11 
can be better assessed by the teacher 
with a suite of assessments, not an 
exam,” she said. “We discovered we 
are not really doing much with the 
information, so we’re just creating lots 
of stress and angst for the students, and 

the teachers tend to teach to the test.”
She said they’ve recommended 

keeping the English 12 (or First Peoples 
English 12 or Communications 12) 
provincial exam and to also have a math 
assessment in the graduation years.

Another change will be that exams 
can be written within a timeframe 
rather than on a specific time and day. 
“If we know kids learn differently and 
at different times, why test on the same 
day? We have a lot of smart kids who 
feel they are not smart because we have 
tried to put square pegs in round holes,” 
she said. 

Reporting on students’ learning 
will also change. “Parents asked us to 
redesign reporting,” she said. “They 
told us that learning shuts down at report 
card times. So we’re hoping for ongoing 
communication, not a report card.”

Parents expressed concerns about 
classrooms becoming less structured or 
“looser.” Dockendorf said the redesigned 
curriculum doesn’t eliminate structure 
from the classroom, and noted that 
structure in the classroom depends on 
the teacher. “This curriculum is the most 
inclusive we have had for all learners. It 
makes space and time for all kids. It’s 
inclusive of kids who learn in different 
ways and different times.” Unwin added, 
“The whole point of the redesign is not 
to have a one size fits all. Some kids need 
structure, others need space and time. 
The redesign gives flexibility inside of 
that. It’s a strength-based curriculum so 
they don’t stop trying.”

Redesigned BC curriculum outlined at public meeting in Nakusp
SVEDC Chair Leah Main presents contracts to recipients of Slocan Valley Community Directed funding: Damon Chouinard, vice chair, West Kootenay Permaculture Co-op, 
Shauna Fiddler, chair, WKPC, Jan McMurray, Healthy Community Society, Rita Moir, Slocan Valley Seniors Housing Society, Holly Jack, WE Graham Community Service Society.
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ULRIKE ZOBEL, LAWYER
PRACTISE RESTRICTED TO: 

CRIMINAL & FAMILY LAW
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
208 Broadway St., Nakusp, BC

 250-265-4372 • 1-877-265-4372
www.ulrikezobel.com

Serving the Arrow and Slocan Lakes

SHELLEY BORTNICK, 
MSW, RSW

Individual, couple and 
family therapist

25+ years experience
Offers counselling services involving 

mental health (depression, anxiety, 
etc.), addictions, grief and loss, 
trauma and life transition issues

For appointment, please call 
250-265-3397

Home Sweet Home Bakery is excited 
to welcome our new baker, Allan! Allan is 
looking forward to becoming part of the 
community of Nakusp and to the quiet 
lifestyle of the village and all that the 
beautiful Arrow Lakes has to offer. With 
over 25 years experience, his professional 
knowledge, technical advancement from 
merging the classic desserts, breads 
and chocolates “old school” to the 21st 
century with natural products. Allan is an 
artisan baker, pastry chef and chocolatier 
from Calgary and was trained by German 
bakers, and French and Italian pastry 
chefs and chocolatiers. Allan did his 
apprenticeships in Calgary as an artisan 
bread baker, and then studied in Germany 
in pastry and chocolate, and then worked 
throughout Europe, North America, and 
other parts of the world honing his craft 
in bread, pastry and chocolate in hotels, 
bakeries and pastry shops. 

At Home Sweet Home Bakery, Allan 
and new staff will be offering exciting 
North American and European breads 
made with natural grand sour. Breads will 
definitely be a priority. Allan has elevated 
his craft to an art form focusing on the 
fundamentals with breads, pastries and 
chocolates that are creative, yet simple 
with lots of flavour. At Home Sweet 
Home Bakery, we have been listening 
to what people have been saying in the 
community. The following is some of 
what we will be offering: French Bread, 

HOME SWEET HOME BAKERY
Grand Opening Saturday, March 12, 10-4

Black Forest Rye Bread, Flax & Honey 
Bread, White Bread, Italian Sourdough, 
Nature’s Own Multigrain Bread, Bavarian 
Rye Bread, Whole Wheat Bread, assorted 
selection of pies, cream puffs, fruit tarts, 
doughnuts, cheese buns, peanut butter & 
milk chocolate cookies, chocolate chip 
cookies, sausage rolls, meat pies, cinnamon 
buns, vanilla slices. We will be offering 
cakes and more pastries and chocolates at 
festival times later this year. We welcome 
orders for special occasion cakes.

Our goal at Home Sweet Home 
Bakery is to be the standard to which all 
other bakeries, pastry shops are measured 
by offering new and innovative products as 
well as basic standard recipes by listening 
to our clientele and what they are wanting 
and focusing on the fundamentals and 
working to exceed the client’s expectation.

SPRING HOURS: TUES.-SAT. 
10 am - 4 pm

308 Broadway, Nakusp, BC
250-265-9969

by Jan McMurray
The defenders of the western 

toad cleared the road when the 
RCMP arrived on Friday, February 
26, and the road building equipment 
moved into NACFOR’s Summit 
Lake tenure area. 

“We worked so hard to try and 
save these toads,” said protester 
Eloise Charet. “All we asked for was 
some time to turn it into a protected 
area – to save this wonder of the 
world. I can’t even imagine that they 
would not have reconsidered.”

NACFOR Project Manager 
Frances Swan reported that at noon 
on Friday, NACFOR attempted 
to access the site with equipment. 
The protesters refused access, so 
NACFOR contacted the RCMP.

“Once the RCMP showed up, 
they took control of the situation. We 
had some good, respectful dialogue. 
We gave the protesters some space 
and time, and they agreed to let the 
equipment through. The RCMP 
officers really handled it very well. 
It was not the outcome the protesters 
were hoping for, but it was done very 
reasonably and there were no arrests, 
fortunately,” Swan said.

Corporal Jason Burndred of 
the Nakusp detachment explained 
that the protesters were committing 
“intimidation” under the Criminal 
Code (423-1g) by blocking the road 
and preventing NACFOR from doing 
what the company has a lawful right 
to do. The Criminal Code references 
blocking a “highway”; Burndred 
explained that the Summit Lake 
Forest Service Road is a “highway” 
for the purposes of the Act.

“It was quite peaceful,” reported 
Burndred. “We were not there to pick 
sides but to ensure public safety and 
that laws are not broken. If there are 
criminal laws being broken, we have 
an obligation to enforce those laws. 
Protests are a very important part of 
democratic society, and there was no 
problem for the camp to stay – we 
encouraged them to stay.”

The camp remained until 
Monday, when the road building 
began. “I couldn’t sit there and listen 
to the machinery,” said Charet. “We 
felt we had gotten the word out, so 
we took down the camp. But we’re 
not giving up. We have our petition 
and we’ll be standing on the streets 
with it. We want to put pressure on 
the shareholders, who have so far 
turned us down, and we want to 
put pressure on the provincial and 
federal governments, as well.”

The sole  shareholder  of 
NACFOR is the Village of Nakusp. 
The protesters have asked to appear at 
a council meeting as a delegation, but 
have been refused. Mayor Hamling 
stated, “At this time we already 
have our quota for delegations. 
They have not met with NACFOR 
and discussed concerns or heard any 
of the plans on what is being done 
and the research and mitigation. We 
have asked anyone with concerns to 
contact NACFOR.”

A spokesper son  fo r  the 
Ministry of Forests, Lands and 
Natural Resource Operations stated 
unequivocally that the ministry 
would not consider the protesters’ 
sugges t ion  tha t  NACFOR’s 
Summit Lake tenure be re-allocated 
elsewhere. “The ministry issues 
Community Forest Agreements to 
address local management issues, and 
believes in NACFOR’s commitment 
to best practices management.”

As to the protesters’ suggestion 
that Summit Lake Provincial Park 
be expanded to include the western 
toad’s forested habitat, the ministry 
spokesperson stated that the Province 
established Land Act Section 16 
Map Reserves over areas identified 
as potential park candidates, and 
Summit Lake was one of these 
areas. The reserve at Summit Lake 
was established in June 2006, and is 
reviewed every 10 years. The next 
review is set for June this year. 

MLA Katrine Conroy had the 
opportunity to discuss the situation 

with Minister of Environment 
Mary Polak in a committee of the 
legislature on Monday, February 29. 
“I think part of the problem is that 
government doesn’t have a concrete 
plan for dealing with species at risk,” 
Conroy said.

Minister Polak stated that the 
Province released a management 
plan in 2014 for a large number 
of amphibian species of concern, 
including the western toad. “We 
actually have an amphibians and 
roads working group that involves 
the Minister of Environment, 
FLNRO, Transportation, and some 
other outside agencies as well, and 
they are working to implement the 
2014 plan. Hopefully, the kinds of 
solutions they come up with are ones 
that are going to give some comfort 
to those who want to protect the 
species and, at the same time, some 
comfort to those who want to see the 
economic activity continue as well,” 
she said.

Conroy replied, “I’m hoping 
that somehow the ministries, in 
their wisdom, could come up with 
a plan a little quicker so that we’re 
not in a situation where you have 
communities in conflict, which isn’t 
good for anybody.” She told Minister 
Polak she was expressing, for the 
record, her own concern as well 
as the concern of the community 
– “those people who want to log 
responsibly but also those people 
who want to save a species at risk.”

NACFOR is currently road 
building; the harvesting has not 
yet begun. Protesters went up to 
look at the road building work, and 
were disappointed to see ground 
disturbance by the machinery. 
NACFOR has always maintained 
that winter harvesting on snowpack 
is the best scenario for the toads, as 
it minimizes ground disturbance.

Swan made the distinction 
between harvesting and road 
building, and explained that with 
road construction, it is understood 

NACFOR begins road building in western toad habitat at Summit Lake
that there will be soil disturbance. 
“NACFOR never claimed there 
would be no soil disturbance for road 
construction,” she said.

Craig Pettitt of the Valhalla 
Wilderness Society was hoping for 
better. “The government biologist 
says they are just cutting roads at this 
point so it doesn’t matter if they go 
to the ground. Well, if that doesn’t 
affect hibernating toads, I don’t 
know what will,” he said.

“We’re taking a really cautious 
approach to all the work,” said Swan. 
“We’re monitoring the weather 
and conditions and moving ahead 
cautiously. We’re not committing to 
a timeline because we don’t know. 
We’re not in a hurry to get it done 
– we’re just watching and moving 
ahead appropriately.”

NACFOR begins road building in western toad habitat at Summit Lake.
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Letters and articles should be no longer than 500 words and may be 

edited. We reserve the right to reject any submitted material.
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address and daytime phone number for verification purposes.
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430 Front Street, Kaslo, BC
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Come celebrate St Patty’s day at the Kaslo Hotel with 
guest performers “High as Mountains” starting at 9 pm

Thank you to 
the defenders of 
toad habitat

I want to extend my gratitude 
and respect for the committed people 
who are defending the Summit Lake 
western toad habitat. So much effort, 
research, and funding has been put 
into identifying and protecting these 
toads that it seems a great travesty 
for this particular bit of habitat to 
be logged for the benefit of a few 
dollars, and a few short-term jobs.

It would be best if a logging 
moratorium was respected for 
this particular cut block sequence. 
Community leaders, NACFOR 
representatives and independent 
researchers should be immediately 
and further communicating a ‘better’ 
best practices plan for this area.

Thank you Valley Voice for 
providing a venue for the people’s 
voices to be heard, and keep up 
diligent work of researching and 
reporting on this topic.

Sam Troy
Rossland

Toad 
information 
camp

What started off Thursday, 
February 18 as a road block on 
Summit Lake Forestry Road 
against logging machinery destined 
to log a sensitive western toad 
hibernation area soon shifted to 
being an information station. I and 
many other concerned citizens had 
an opportunity to converse with 
various media persons, RCMP 
officers, NACFOR, True North, and 
biologists. To date, the mayor and 
council appear unwilling to join the 
conversation. They are the employer 
of NACFOR.

One thing is for sure. If this 
harvesting show proceeds and the 
toad population at Summit Lake 
is decimated, wolves will not be 

blamed.
We are told that if the logging 

is done while the ground is snow 
covered, no damage to the toads 
would occur. One has to question 
then why the area next to Box Lake is 
being clearcut in wet mud conditions 
with no snow cover. That area is also 
inhabited with hibernating toads.

Walter Pasieka
Nakusp

LNG nonsense
The Conference Board of Canada 

came out with a new report outlining 
the impacts associated with 30 
million tonnes per annum [30mmtpa] 
LNG in British Columbia ($6.9 
billion in spending and 65,000 jobs 
annually nationally).

I would like to highlight that 
this is currently a totally unrealistic 
scenario! Assuming the average 
production of a single LNG terminal 
is 5mmtpa, the 30mmtpa means six 
new terminals! Furthermore …

T h e  P e m b i n a  I n s t i t u t e 
has recently stated that without 
i m p l e m e n t i n g  t h e  C l i m a t e 
Leadership Team’s [created by the 
BC government] recommendations, 
any significant LNG development 
makes the Province’s legal GHG 
reduction targets unachievable.   

Clean Energy Canada recently 
concluded renewable power will 
quite possibly become cheaper than 
the LNG sales prices needed to 
justify the cost of LNG investments. 
This is a significant investment risk 
– before including carbon pollution 
costs.

Several countries have LNG 
terminals that have just come on 
line or will be soon. There will be a 
global glut of LNG and low prices 
will follow.

Demand for LNG is decreasing 
in countries like Japan which is re 
investing in safer nuclear.

To me, investing heavily in LNG 
is nonsense.

Mike Geisler
Bonnington

Nuclear energy 
needed to stop 
fossil fuels

When cruising YouTube, I would 
come across ‘Radioactive Wolves of 
Chernobyl.’ I thought this was just 
another time waster and it looked 
like zombie nonsense. But it kept 
reappearing so I finally took a look.

It is a half hour documentary put 
out by PBS. And what an eye opener! 
Scales fell off my eyes. 

So I looked at other non YouTube 
sites just to see other opinions about 
this Chernobyl wildlife situation.

If we are ever going to stop fossil 
fuels, we have to start building nuclear 
reactors. Instead of drowning hundreds 
of acres of farm land at Site C, we could 
build a nuclear plant on 10 acres.

I used to be against nuclear. I 
changed my mind. We need to look 
at facts.

On YouTube there are two four-
minute presentations by Kurzgesagt: 
‘3 Reasons Why Nuclear Energy is 
Terrible’ and ‘3 Reasons Why Nuclear 
Energy is Awesome’. 

Frank Nixon
Winlaw

Time to change 
outdated forestry 
planning

The Perry Ridge Water Users 
Association supports the citizens 
opposing logging in western toad 
habitat. Perry Ridge is also a high 
elevation unique habitat for the western 
toad. Although the government says 
logging in winter will protect this 
struggling amphibian, this is not correct 
as the western toad has an extremely 
strong homing instinct and always 
returns to its original water source 
to breed, even if just a puddle in the 
forest. Once machines move through 
and disturb the soil and small water 
sources, the toad no longer can return 
to its home. 

The Slocan Valley forest removal is 
outdated and does not take into account 
the ecosystem services provided by the 
forest. We need to understand the capital 
value of forests to water, endangered 
species and global warming to name 
a few. True cost benefit analysis will 
show that protection of forests makes 
economic and environmental sense. 
If we are to take the recent global 
warming commitment in Paris by 
Canada, then we must understand 
the function of forests. The American 
Forests – Protecting and Restoring 
Forests website, regarding how do we 

deal with greenhouse gases and global 
warming, states:

“So, what do we do? For starters, 
we protect our trees and forests. It’s 
well known that trees act as carbon 
sinks, or basically storage vaults, 
absorbing carbon from the air for use 
in photosynthesis and accumulating 
it in their limbs, trunks and roots, 
as well as in the organic matter of 
the soils that trees help to build. But 
scientists are discovering that forests 
may be even better sinks in the coming 
years than was originally thought. 
According to a recent report by a team 
of University of Michigan researchers, 
in the immediate future, forests will be 
able to consume more carbon than had 
been previously estimated and help 
remove additional greenhouse gases 
from the air.”

Unfortunately, the planning for 
the forests in our communities goes 
back 30 years – and even then those of 
us who were at the various planning 
tables opposed the logging we now 
see taking place. Science has proven 
the water users correct and it is time 
to change this outdated planning with 
new data collection and the use of the 
precautionary principle. 

When the government gives a 
license to road build and cut the forests, 
the law then protects the licensee. 
This is not justice for the toad, the 
Sinixt, or those of us who will suffer 

the consequences of this misguided 
planning by the government. 

Marilyn Burgoon, president
Perry Ridge Water Users 

Association
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How about 
some peer 
pressure from 
sensible bikers?

About excessively loud motorcycles 
roaring through our communities in 
summer. A small but vocal pro-loud-
bikes group says we should suck it up: 
hey, if we don’t like the noise, we should 
all move farther away from the highway. 
Exactly where we should move to, given 
that our steep mountainsides contain 
and reflect traffic noise, I’m not sure – 
perhaps there’s space for all of us to camp 
on Idaho Peak for the summer?

Then there are the 4,300 people 
who put their names on a petition asking 
the RCMP to enforce the law when it 
comes to illegally modified and overly 
loud motorcycles and those being driven 
dangerously over the speed limit. Bless 
you, all those who worked hard to get this 
petition circulated and submitted to the 
proper authorities. Although it puzzles 
me why we need 4,300 signatures on 
a petition to force our police to simply 
enforce the existing noise and speed 
regulations.

Seems like a sensible way to look 
at this is that regular (non-modified) 
motorcycles driven within the law are 
perfectly welcome. All you nice mom 
and pop motorcycle riders looking for 
a great summer holiday, you are most 
welcome here. The majority of you are 
great, law-abiding folks looking for a 
safe, awesome ride through some of 
God’s most jaw-dropping scenery on 
fun, winding roads. Please come and 
enjoy our beautiful area and thank you 
for staying a while to support our local 
businesses.

To the few motorcyclists who 
are spoiling it by speeding on crotch-
rockets and revving super-loud modified 
bikes: you are being bad guests in our 
communities. Please don’t come here to 
break the law and shatter our peace; bad 
guests are not welcome.

Here’s an idea: how about all you 
sensible, decent, law-abiding motorcycle 
folks tell your loud-pipe peers that what 
they are doing is not acceptable, in fact 
it’s childish and just plain rude. When 
it’s no longer cool to behave like a loud, 
obnoxious boor, most people will stop it.

Lorna Visser
Hills

Open letter to 
Erwin Malzer, 
chair of IH board

This is to register my strongest 
objection to your crass and anti-social 
decision to kill 29 jobs in Nelson 
and something like 70 other family-
supporting jobs by centralizing and 
PRIVATIZING the laundry service. 
What can you be thinking?

Once again we are exposed to 
the kind of efficiency-at-any-cost 
philosophy of a corporation that might 
make car parts.

The Nelson laundry service has 
been shown to be efficient by your own 

analysis. Yet because some reinvestment 
is inevitably necessary, which should 
have been budgeted by you, you decide 
to wreck the lives of these workers and 
upset the management of the hospital so 
you can enrich Kelowna. With this you 
get the bonus of having southern interior 
residents detest the whole concept of 
health authorities.

As an organization, IHA needs to 
look deeper into the social contracting 
that is necessary to have a clientele 
and work force that respects you. Your 
decision to centralize a service that needs 
no centralization, adds hugely to your 
carbon foot print, is a wrong one and 
must be reversed.

Bill Well
 Kaslo

Open letter to 
Nakusp mayor 
and council

Quite frankly, what with a bad 
economy, climate change, wars, refugees 
and so on, the plight of the western toad 
has not been high on my agenda. 

When I received a call to please 
support the fight to save the wee beasties’ 
habitat, the cynical voice of George 
Carlin popped into my mind. “Save the 
whales! Save those snails!” Believe it 
or not, but my first words in reply were: 
“Nakusp loggers are an endangered 
species too.” I have been in this area 
a while. The inner redneck has been 
growing at the expense of the original 
semi-hippie. 

I promised the caller I would do my 
bit after listening to a radio interview and 
reading the newspaper. The interview 
did not portray us as badly as I had 
expected, and the Valley Voice gave me 
the impression that NACFOR had done a 
lot of due diligence. I left it at that.

HOWEVER!
Publicity is mounting. Both CBC 

radio and the Vancouver Sun are going 
on about the issue. This is bad publicity 
a tourist area can hardly afford. I 
understand the proposed logging will 
only provide work for a few weeks. A 
well-organized and publicized Toad Fest 
on the other hand could provide a much 
needed stimulus to the tourism industry, 
which is a mainstay of our economy 
these days. I also understand the studies 
undertaken concern hibernation of the 
adult toad, while the habitat is critical 
for the little ones.

Nobody is calling for an end to 
logging per se. The industry has come 
a long way since the days of massive 
clearcuts. The area in question is 
relatively small. Does it really make 
sense to spend tax money on culverts 
underneath the highway and then log 
the place that culvert is going to? Shame 
on the provincial government for not 
letting its right hand know what its left 
hand is doing.

As local council, you are in a 
‘damned if you do and damned if you 
don’t’ position with political fallout no 
matter what. I hope you can find it in 
yourself to take the long view. Think of 
a century from now. On one side of the 
scale, a few weeks worth of work that 

could be found somewhere else. On the 
other side, another endangered part of 
the great web of life that sustains us all.

With the greatest respect for our hard 
working people in the woods, it looks 
like a rethink of this one particular job 
makes more sense than ‘Damn the toads, 
full speed ahead.’

I look forward to an expansion of 
Summit Lake Park, a future Toad Fest 
to rival the garlic one, AND a thriving 
locally owned forestry industry. One 
can dream.

Ien van Houten
Nakusp

Law-abiding 
motorcyclists 
welcome

This letter is in regards to Tamara 
Barkowsky’s ‘The silent road to a false 
economy’ letter printed in the Valley 
Voice February 24. As a signatory to 
the petition, I believe the majority 
of petitioners are not opposed to all 
motorcyclists; in fact, I do believe law-
abiding motorcyclists are welcomed 
to our community with open arms. 
The petition is about loud motorcycles 
because they are the main offenders. By 
far the majority of motorcycle riders are 
not excessively loud and have no need 
for concern regarding this petition. In 
fact, there are many motorcycle riders 
who signed the petition!

I think the ‘West Koot Route’ 
concept is a good tool in tourism 
development for our region and by far 
most riders participating in the attraction 
are quiet and legal riders. I myself am 
aware and interested in different types 
of motorcycles and can say I have 
never observed a loud offending Ducati, 
therefore I do not think the Ducati Users 
Club has anything to worry about, and 
neither do the other motorcycle clubs that 
encourage responsible riding behaviour.

What we must understand is that 
loud illegal exhaust systems are having 
a physical and psychological impact on 
the health of our community. If only one 
loud motorcycle was to pass and that 
were the end of it, we could get over that, 
but when another and later another and 
then another, day after day, continually 
disrupting peace and sanity, this has 
gone far enough. At least we know our 
neighbours will finish their lawn mowing 
or wood cutting and we know it is done 
for a week or so. But come April when 
the riding season starts, many of us will 
experience hell till October.

Please spare us the fear mongering 
economic argument regarding what 
motorcyclists contribute to the regional 
economy. By far, the majority of riders 
pose no problem and we will continue 
to see an increasing number of visitors 
to our magnificent area. And as for those 
‘offenders,’ I am sure they won’t be 
missed and many legitimate tourist and 
local folk living along our highways and 
byways will be grateful  for the solitude.

And one more thing, I know lots 
of Valley folk who are hard working 
contributors to our diverse local 
economy, and who are in fact probably 
more self-sufficient than most, so I’m 

not sure what you’re talking about 
when it comes to “real dollars.” Those 
who support this petition are prominent 
citizens who form the backbone of this 
community; if we can’t protect the 
interest of law-abiding citizens then 
where is society leading us?

Terry Lowrey
Nelson

South Slocan 
bridge plan 
needs a tunnel

I am aware of a plan to rebuild the 
South Slocan overpass bridge as a solid 
earth-filled bridge. I am also aware that 
this plan does not include providing 
access under the bridge for humans 
and wildlife. I have several concerns 
regarding this plan.

Our family has lived in South Slocan 
since 1994. We are a family of four, 
including two now teenage boys. We 
have used the access under the bridge 
regularly during the past 22 years to get 
to the beach, to fish in the Slocan Pools, 
and to walk the trails in the Slocan Pool 
area.

The community of South Slocan, 
over 50 families, uses and has used 
the access under the bridge since the 
bridge was built in the late 1950s. Some 
community uses of the underpass, other 
than the ones above, are access to the 
local sledding hill, and the Dam Inn 
Restaurant and Pub, which is a meeting 
place that provides entertainment 
regularly.

Maintaining the safety of humans 
and wildlife is very important. Without 
access under the bridge, it would be highly 
dangerous for humans crossing the busy 
highway. We are a diverse community 
with many young and growing families. 
This could be disastrous if we had to 
cross the highway, especially in the 
winter with slippery roads and dark 
beginning by late afternoon.

Many forms of wildlife use the 
access under the bridge to move from 
the mountain down to the river. Deer, 
elk, bear, wild turkeys, amphibians 
and coyotes use the underpass to avoid 
having to cross the highway.

There is an inherent right for people 
to have access to their local water course. 
For us, this is the Kootenay River. The 
community of South Slocan exists 
because of the dams on the Kootenay 
River and has been accessing the 
Kootenay River since the community’s 
inception. When the new highway was 
built, the community still reached the 
river by walking (or riding) under the 
highway via the bridge underpass. We 
have a right to maintain our cultural 
access to the water. To halt this access 
would cause a noticeable hardship to 
the community.

Highways act as barriers to 
ecosystem connectivity. Routes under or 
over highways reduce the impact of these 
barriers. In the area of South Slocan, 
blocking off the access under the bridge 
would in turn block off a functional gap 
in this barrier and greatly affect the local 
ecosystem and species viability.

Not only do wildlife use the 

underpass to move from the river to the 
mountain, but beavers also live in the 
ponds on the east side of the bridge. Their 
habitat would be strongly impacted by 
the bridge construction.

There are a few options available 
to continue to allow this access: include 
a large culvert under the highway; 
rebuild the bridge in a manner similar 
to the past construction, but with current 
engineering and construction techniques; 
build a pedestrian and wildlife overpass 
over the highway. 

The installation of a culvert in the 
solid earth bridge is a good balance of 
cost and safety.

Ron Butler
South Slocan

Western toads: 
the bigger picture

There are toads everywhere. Or so 
I am told.

Once Atlantic cod filled the Grand 
Banks so you could hardly see the water 
between them. Then, there were so few 
it wasn’t worth going out to fish. Once 
flocks of passenger pigeons were so thick 
and so large they obscured the sun. There 
are none left. They are extinct.

What good is a forest if you can’t 
log it? Actually, trees are the best 
carbon sink for the huge amounts of 
carbon dioxide we release into the 
atmosphere. Deforestation is a major 
contributor to global warming. Trees 
regulate the water cycle. The roots 
suck it up from the ground, the foliage 
evaporates it, cools the air and causes 
rain to fall. Trees prevent soil erosion 
and landslides. Curiously, trees are 
good for the soul. It has been shown that 
planting trees and parks in a city results 
in a statistically significant reduction 
of anxiety, depression and stress in the 
urban population.

The human body can survive on 
one lung, one kidney, one eye or no 
eyes, one arm or no arms, one leg or 
no legs; it can survive without tonsils 
or an appendix, without a thyroid, a 
gall bladder, or with microcephaly. We 
cannot survive without a heart. But the 
heart is a muscle. It is dependent on the 
lungs and the blood for the oxygen it 
needs. The blood is dependent on the 
heart to keep it circulating, on the blood 
vessels to keep it contained, and on the 
kidneys to keep it clean. The human body 
is a very complex, integrated system. 

The natural environment is no 
different. One species after another is 
becoming endangered, then extinct 
because of over fishing, over killing, loss 
of habitat, and climate change. All are 
the result of human activity. The results 
can be far reaching and unexpected. 
The wildly fluctuating level of the 
Arrow Lakes has destroyed all riparian 
vegetation. This has deprived many 
song birds of their habitat.  Because 
of the paucity of song birds there is 
an abundance of bugs eating up birch 
foliage, and all our birches are dying. 
Who’d have thunk!

Our western toads are blue-listed. 
This means that they are particularly 
susceptible to fracturing or destruction of 
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their habitat.  There are no western toads 
left in the United States, and in British 
Columbia and Alberta both their number 
and their habitat is a fraction of what it 
once was. As tadpoles, they spend two 
or three weeks in the water. For the rest 
of their 10- or 12-year life, they live 
as terrestrial animals in the forest. The 
forest is their bread and butter, their 
home, their refuge. 

With a great deal of help from 
people who care, they’ve weathered the 
impact of highway traffic, a campground 
and a few scattered residences on the 
periphery of their habitat. Said Andrew 
Weaver, MLA: “The creation of the toad 
tunnel represented an admirable step 
forward for the government’s approach 
to wildlife issues. Granting approval to 
log their terrestrial habitat represents 
more of a smoking bulldozer ride back 
– squashing all their advancements in 
the process.”

Elsje de Boer
Fauquier

continued from page 5

All toads lead 
to the Bank of 
Canada

I arrived at the Toad Rescue Camp 
at Summit in time to hear Eloise allow 
the tree cutting equipment through. 
Three policemen and about four other 
people were present at this tense but non-
confrontational gathering. Following 
this, I got to talk to the two parties. 

Ray Hascarl, who’s doing the 
logging, opined that this cutting needs 
to happen to provide jobs. Also, he 
stated that in order to find out whether 
logging wipes out the toads or not, well, 
it must be logged. Whilst of course 
being monitored. He prefers to log with 
as much snowpack as possible. Ray 
believes the toads will be fine. That 
they’ve survived much worse right there, 
based on he and his family’s heritage of 
logging there. Hugh from NACFOR 
shared Ray’s views. 

Eloise was visibly shaken yet 
unwavering in her conviction to speak 
for the otherwise unrepresented toads 
and local ecology. Her opinion is to not 
subject these toads to any risks of de-
population nor any harm whatsoever to 
their heritage. 

Has an old pro/ anti logging wound 
been re-opened? Certainly the locals 
who banded together and convinced 
an over-budget government to spend 
$200,000 of everyone’s earnings on 
these toads are scratching their heads at 
this counter-intuitive decision to permit 
logging right at this $200,000 structure.

So thanks for the low down, 
guys. My verdict is this: Eloise, keep 
protecting the toads at all costs. Ray, 
keep logging the forests. The solution 
to this long-standing rivalry and division 
is so beyond the two of you. And so 
I’m glad you two genuinely embraced 
during this re-opening of the road by the 
firepit. It was heartfelt for sure. 

Now, two other parties come 
into play here. COMER and Susana 
Wilkerson of Pure Delight Hemp. Both, 
I opine, are a great relief valve to both 

sides at Summit Lake. No, they weren’t 
present or involved. 

COMER (Commitee on Monetary 
and Economic Reform) has a case 
currently in federal court. The original 
Bank of Canada Act allows the Bank 
of Canada to provide interest-free 
loans to municipal, provincial and 
federal governments. But since 1974, 
governments have borrowed from 
commercial banks, racking up a $60 
billion debt for Canadians. $60 billion 
added to our tax returns instead of taken 
from it sure would help us make ends 
meet easier.

Wouldn’t that mean Ray and other 
loggers wouldn’t have to log as much, or 
could afford to log even more selectively, 
but still log for us?

Susana Wilkerson, the Canadian 
hemp growing queen in Australia, has 
shown that it currently takes 20 years 
to provide lumber, but would take only 
two years with hemp. That’s a heck of 
a lot less trees to cut. Newsprint, books, 
and birthday cards from currently logged 
trees can be recycled twice. Hemp paper 
nicely increases this to eight times. Log 
the hemp! Bring Canada into the real 
new direction.

Point of all this for me: being 
divided certainly doesn’t move us 
forward. Let’s stay together and continue 
innovating wisely. Continue paving the 
way for innovators. Open doors, give 
more airplay to those with new wise 
ideas, ones that aren’t old school or so 
extractive of our world’s preciousness.

So thanks to Ray and Eloise for 
bringing this to light for us to chew on, 
er I mean act on. 

Marc Heroux
Slocan

Wolverines – 
Wild Jumbo’s 
other indicator

Wild Jumbo’s iconic resident 
grizzly bears indicate a happy, healthy, 
mountain valley habitat.

 Inhabiting the cold, rugged places 
of the north pole nations – but barely 
– “wolverines could compare to the 
snow leopard for their mystery to 
humans.” (Douglas Chadwick) The fact 
that they’ve been virtually extirpated 
from Eastern Canada and the USA 
inspired recent studies into gulo’s 
(Latin) habits, habitats, and populations. 
Studies indicate Jumbo area’s resident 
wolverines enjoy a happy, healthy, high 
terrain habitat.

These two species indicate a fully 
vital ecosystem. 

The largest of the weasel family, 
gulos are handsome, agile, courageous, 
exuberant and strong. Their faces are 
bear-like. Their coats consist of thick, 
downy underlayers with long guard 
hair overlays that shed water and 
condensation yet remain frost-free 
– which is the reason their pelts are 
prized. Their colours are basic brown 
with a golden ring several inches wide 
that wraps around their bodies. They are 
similar in size to medium-sized dogs.

Depending on the life-sustaining 
ability of the environment, his home 
range will be from 300 square kilometres 

(115 square miles) to 700 square 
kilometres (270 square miles), though 
one male recorded had a 1,500-square-
kilometre home range.

His one to two mates’ home 
ranges will be inside his and will not 
overlap each other’s. He regularly 
patrols his range, keeping out intruders 
which assures the food supply. Mature 
offspring find their own home ranges.

These non-hibernating omnivores 
clean up their timberline territories as 
their diets include scavenged carrion, 
freshly killed ungulates, small rodents, 
frogs, fish, berries, roots and bones.

Their metabolisms run extremely 
fast to facilitate their constant loping 
pace which promotes constant hunger. 
They can smell frozen carrion under 10’ 
of snow and dig it out easily.

“There’s tough and then there are 
wolverines.” (Douglas Chadwick) Their 
curiosity is fierce and unrestrained. 
They are physiologically adapted to a 
life of wild intensity. Their four large 
webbed, crampon-clawed feet act as ice 
and snowshoes. They swim readily and 
well. They travel fast, far, steep, and high 
keeping an unswerving, steady progress. 
They roam the peaks at will – scaling 
them, summiting them, scavenging 
snowslides and intimidating their largest 
inhabitants.

Humans and packs of wolves 
are their only enemies. Nothing eats 
wolverine.

Two white fuzzy kits are born 
early May in a natal den. The mother 
usually digs into up to eight feet of 
snow, frequently under a fallen white 
bark pine. She makes a birth chamber, 
toilet, play room and pantry. All are 
connected by tunnels lined with wood 
chips chewed from the tree. As the kits 
grow, she moves them to maternity den. 
One human footprint near either den 
may cause her to move the kits, which 
can be fatal. When old enough, the kits 
will go with her to gather food. They stay 
with their mother one and a half years. 
After she regains her strength she gets 
pregnant again.

Wolverines mature at two to three 
years. They can live to age 10. They 
reproduce slowly. Their populations are 
decreasing.

Photos and studies show: a mother 
laying on her back cupping two kits, 
one in each arm as they nurse; fathers 
bring food for growing kits; fathers 
may care for orphaned kits if they are 
old enough to keep up with him; unlike 
other mammals (except humans) fathers 
and mature sons will travel together; 
males and females will be chummy in 
other than mating season; mothers and 
daughters will visit each other to hang 
out; not a constant close relationship but 
one that endures season after season, 
year after year the resident dominant 
male and his mates and their offspring 
create a Kinship Group – in which three 
individuals were observed together 
snowsliding downhill as will otters 
and bears.

“When I look at ecosystems through 
the eyes of a wolverine, one of my 
favorite critters because they represent 
quintessential wilderness, I know we 

need to ensure large and intact wild 
spaces.” (Dr. Jody Hilty, Yellowstone to 
Yukon pres. and chief scientist)

There have been very few local 
sightings and only a few local high 
country snow hikers have seen prints.

Rowena Eloise, Argenta
West Kootenay Coalition for 

Jumbo Wild

Toad on the road
Just imagine being among one of 

the biggest wildlife migrations on earth, 
a million tiny toads leaving Summit 
Lake to climb a mountain. These small 
creatures instinctively walk the path of 
their ancestors for hundreds, maybe 
thousands of years – the stuff of legends. 
Such a sight to behold; an incredible 
experience for anybody and such a 
precious jewel for the world to come 
and see but most amazing… it’s in our 
backyard.

Unfortunately, we choose to ignore 
the wealth that we possess and chop the 
very habitat where the toads will spend 
95 percent of their life. It’s already been 
compromised by logging, road building 
and development along the lake’s shores. 
Huge machines weighing thousands of 
pounds are presently carving 2.5 km of 
roads through the delicate mossy sponge 
of the moist forest floor – the beginning 
of seven clearcuts. Toads don’t drink, 
but absorb moisture through their skin. 
With temperatures rising constantly, the 
earth becomes brittle when exposed to 
the burning sun and adds to the threat 
of fires.

These are precarious times. Our 
situation is no longer ‘normal.’ We must 
change our ways before we hand our 
children a legacy of extinction. We rely 
on the best biologists who are hired to 
mitigate logging and we keep paying to 
study the toads, but make so little effort 
to protect them completely. The best 
biologists with the best logging practices 
have driven our caribou into extinction. 

Local people and biologists have 
been educating in our parks and towns 
about these little creatures. They created 
‘Toadfest’ where families gather to help 
the toads across a dangerous road. Two 
government ministries have built a 
tunnel to help them and yet Ministry of 
Forests hands out the tenure without a 
second thought.

We have a petition not to log this 
precious habitat to present to the Village 
council of Nakusp, shareholders of the 
Community Forest (NACFOR), and 
they won’t meet with us. It’s only 6.8 
percent of their total tenure and all we 
asked for was to give us time to turn 
this area into a park. As a last resort, we 
blocked the road to draw attention to 
such a noble cause but the big machines 
thrust their way through on Friday with 
the help of the RCMP upholding the 
Penal Code, and as usual, business rules 
over life. 

We felt devastated, all our struggles 
in vain, as people of the countryside 
where most resource extraction takes 
place, scarring and destroying our 
watersheds, polluting the land and waters 
till it can no longer sustain life. We are 
tired of watching politicians gather over 
‘global warming’ and talk in circles 

about numbers and percentages. We are 
tired of paying billions for security and 
martinis when that money saved could 
lessen the impact of exploiting the earth. 
I just wish they would get outside of their 
offices and bored rooms and get their 
hands into the dirt. Do something real 
and tangible, stop consulting, debating, 
studying, and writing more reports on 
the situation.

Logging, like many other methods 
of resource extraction, has to change 
now. We need to slow down and 
revise our practices to become more 
sustainable. It takes five old growth trees 
or 5,000 baby trees for one person to 
breathe; there should be a moratorium 
on cutting old growth trees. Special 
species at risk should have the highest 
protection, especially a world class 
phenomena such as this toad migration. 
These are national treasures.

We need everybody’s help to save 
our toads. Box Lake toad migratory 
habitat has been logged, now Summit 
Lake, and later Fish Lake. All our 
First Nations agree that these toads 
should be protected but the Mayor of 
Nakusp proclaims that there are dead 
toads anyways because of the road or 
development; it’s a fact of life so what’s 
the big deal?

Tell her what you think, sign our 
petition, pressure government and… 
don’t give up. Display any frog/toad you 
have, put them everywhere. Mrs. Toad 
is coming to Nakusp on Friday March 
11 and having a tea party at high noon 
on NACFOR’s front lawn. She will be 
serving green tea with a touch of algae. 
All mother toad lovers are welcome.

We will be holding a candlelight 
vigil with music and prayer outside the 
next Village Council meeting at 6 pm 
on March 14 if they haven’t cancelled it. 
Speak up; stand up so you can proudly 
tell your grandchildren about a village 
that saved the toads. 

Eloise Charet 
Bear Clan

A Canadian is 
a Canadian is a 
Canadian

I just heard an interview of John 
McCallum regarding the Liberals’ 
new bill to stop bonafide Canadians 
from having their citizenship 
withdrawn by the government if they 
hold citizenship in another country.

I completely agree with the Liberals 
that “a Canadian, is a Canadian, is a 
Canadian” and our citizenship is not 
removable. Mr. McCallum contends 
that this will make all Canadians equal. 
I disagree with that analysis. As long 
as we allow citizens to hold citizenship 
somewhere else, we will never all 
be equal. A Canadian should have 
to swear allegiance to this country, 
and disavow their allegiance to all 
other nations. It is time we stopped 
creating superior citizens by allowing 
for dual citizenship, thereby turning 
Canadian-born citizens into second-
class citizens.

Rod Retzlaff
Glade



March 9, 2016   The Valley Voice  7COMMUNITY

WANTED 
TO BUY: 

CEDAR AND 
PINE POLES

Brian Major 
• 250-938-3900

Please contact: 
Gormans Pole Division

250-547-9296

by Katrine Campbell
• The Village’s application for 

$10,000 from the CBT Water Smart 
program was approved. The money will 
be used for leak detection, hose timers, 
hose water meters, and wages for a 
Water Smart ambassador. The Village’s 
share of the project is $5,000. 

• Mayor Ann Bunka reported on 
RDCK meetings. 

- The West Resource Recovery 
Committee, chaired by Bunka, 
approved writing to the Ministry of 
Environment about the gaps in service 
of the stewardship programs. The 
financial plan was presented, and it 
looks like there will be no change 
to tax requisition. The committee 
has budgeted for three hazardous 
waste round-ups in September, in 
Silverton, Nakusp and Castlegar. 

New Denver council, February 23: Funding approved for next step in WaterSmart program
- The public presentation of the RDCK 
draft budget for New Denver, Silverton 
and Area H will be held in Silverton 
Village office March 15 at 6 pm. So far 
there are small increases across the board 
except for general administration. This 
translates to a 3.96 percent increase in 
requisition. Some of this is due to the 
rise in property assessments in New 
Denver this year.

- Rob Gay appeared as a delegation 
from the Southern Interior Beetle Action 
Coalition. SIBAC has started working 
with some credit unions re: investment 
by public to try to keep investments in 
the area. SIBAC is also starting a Rural 
Intern program; more details will be 
available later. 

- Columbia Basin Trust has two new 
programs – Agriculture and Affordable 
Housing.

- The RDCK board approved hiring 
two part-time summer parks employees. 
The district did this last year and it was 
very successful. 

- The board approved a one-year 
temporary position of Safety Advisor. 

- Staff will develop a code of 
conduct for the board’s review and 
discussion. 

- The board approved sending a 
letter to the Ministry of Environment 
asking that recycling regulations as 
they pertain to Multi Materials BC 
be enforced. A motion asking that 
the provincial government provide 
financing to allow MMBC to roll out 
the rest of the program was defeated. 

- The board will send a letter to the 
Association of Kootenay Boundary 
Local Governments requesting an 
educational workshop on water 

systems for the late April conference 
in Kimberley. 

The following resolution will be 
sent to AKBLG: 

Whereas the fish stocks, especially 
Kokanee fish, in Kootenay Lake have 
continued to decline and exhibit signs 
of stress beyond a rate which could be 
considered a normal cycle,

Be it Resolved that AKBLG ask the 
provincial government through Union of 
BC Municipalities to increase resources 
and reporting to correct the imbalance as 
quickly as possible. 

• Council approved borrowing 
$255,000 from the Municipal Finance 
Authority as authorized by Fire Engine 
Loan Authorization Bylaw #696, 2015, 
adopted on November 24, 2015. A 
Municipal Security Issuing Resolution 
was required from council so the RDCK 
can borrow from the MFA on behalf 
of the Village. The loan term will be 
15 years.

• Council adopted three policies 
dealing with electronic communications: 
Computer and Acceptable Use; Email 

Use; and Cellular Telephone Acquisition 
and Use. The development of policies to 
guide the use of information technology 
in the workplace will ensure compliance 
with applicable legislation and provide 
clarity to all users regarding their roles 
and responsibilities. The Village just 
bought one cell phone for Public Works, 
as per WorkSafeBC requirements, for 
any employee who is working alone.

by Jan McMurray
The Bosun Hall in New Denver was 

packed on March 5 for the ‘Secrets of the 
SWAMP Science Showcase’ presented 
by the Slocan Wetland Assessment and 
Monitoring Project (SWAMP).

“SWAMP is a beautiful acronym 
for what we are doing,” said SWAMP 
steering committee member Richard 
Johnson.

SWAMP’s field team has explored 
many wetlands in the Slocan Valley, 
categorized them, and assessed the flora 
and fauna in each. 

“We found a whole bunch of things 
we didn’t know we have,” Johnson said.

SWAMP had its beginnings in June 
2013, when a group of local people were 
invited by the BC Wildlife Federation 
to take a wetland workshop at Hunter 
Siding on the rail trail at the north end 
of Hills. At the end of the workshop, a 
group decided to continue the wetlands 
work. The Slocan River Streamkeepers 
Society, Slocan Lake Stewardship 
Society and Slocan Solutions Society 
partnered to oversee the project. 
BCWF provided some equipment, and 

Secrets of the SWAMP draws huge crowd
the group has found funding from a 
variety of sources, including CBT and 
Environment Canada.

Ryan Durand, Slocan Valley 
biologist, manages the SWAMP field 
team and designed the project’s science 
parameters. He gave a slide show with 
fascinating photos of Slocan Valley 
wetlands, and the vegetation, insects, 
and other wildlife found in them.

Darcie Quamme, aquatic ecologist 
on the SWAMP field team, spoke about 
her invertebrate and water quality 
research in Slocan Valley wetlands. The 
main goal of invertebrate monitoring 
is to assess wetland health – has the 
wetland been affected by human activity 
such as mining, forestry, agriculture? 
Invertebrates respond to a wide range of 
human stressors, so are good indicators 
of wetland health.

Quamme has sampled 24 wetlands 
to date, and has sent the samples to a 
taxonomist in Montana. The Royal 
BC Museum has agreed to house the 
collection in perpetuity.

When a member of the public 
asked, “Why study wetlands?” Richard 

Johnson answered, “Wetlands are the 
kidneys of our watershed. They capture 
heavy metals and various contaminants 
that would otherwise be washing into our 
water course. Look at Lake Winnipeg – 
the algae blooms are so bad they can’t 
swim because wetlands are not cleaning 
out the farmers’ chemicals.”

Margaret Hartley, also a SWAMP 
steering committee member, described 
wetlands as “little hotspots of food and 
breeding places for many species. It’s 
like a supermarket for the ecosystem.” 
She said there is no “real protection” 
for wetlands in laws or regulations. 
“The Forest Practices Code says you’re 
supposed to go around them, but they 
often get logged,” she said.

Durand said that all the SWAMP 
data has been given to the local forest 
ecologist at the Ministry of Forests office 
in Nelson, and is being built into their 
classifications.

“The SWAMP initiative is a 
grassroots idea we came up with, and 
the end result is that we’re producing 
science that is going to be made available 
to the decision makers,” said Johnson.

by Jan McMurray
There was quite a bit of optimism 

about incorporating a tunnel into the 
South Slocan bridge replacement 
project at the open house held March 1 
at Mt. Sentinel School by the Ministry 
of Transportation.

“The ministry supports including 
an underpass [tunnel] in the project 
and is working diligently towards 
this with the Slocan Valley Heritage 
Trail Society, RDCK, and Recreation 
Sites and Trails BC to find cost 
sharing opportunities to help fund 
this infrastructure,” said Robbie 
Kalabis, project manager, Ministry of 
Transportation and Infrastructure. “By 
all accounts it’s moving forward.”

Kalabis reported that the Ministry 
of Forests, Lands and Natural Resource 
Operations had already committed 
some funding to go towards the tunnel, 
which is estimated to cost $300,000-
$400,000.

Other funding possibilities Kalabis 
mentioned were the Columbia Basin 
Trust and Bike BC, a Ministry of 
Transportation program.

The ministry plans to remove the 
existing bridge over the old rail line 

Tunnel looks possible in South Slocan bridge replacement project
at South Slocan and replace it with 
fill to create a roadway. When local 
residents and organizations heard this, 
they were upset about losing the rail 
trail under the bridge, where many 
people walk and cycle to safely get 
to the other side of the highway, to 
continue along the Slocan Valley Rail 
Trail to its southernmost terminus, and 
to access other trails and recreational 
opportunities.

“People were upset because 
they thought we had already made 
the decision, but we’re only at the 
conceptual design stage, so we’re here 
to get feedback from people,” said 
Kalabis. “The ministry supports the 
underpass but we need support from 
stakeholders. We have to be prudent 
with taxpayer money. We can’t just 
build an underpass without usage to 
back it up. The big drivers are safety 
and usage.”

About 100 people attended the open 
house, and filled out comment sheets 
about their usage of the old railbed for 
the ministry. About 100 people also 
signed the petition organized by the 
Slocan Valley Heritage Trail Society 
calling for a tunnel as part of the project.

Craig Lawrence of the Slocan 
Valley Heritage Trail Society says the 
“big vision” is to make a greenway 
between Crescent Valley and South 
Slocan with a tunnel connection that 
will eventually link to the Trans Canada 
Trail. “You could ride your bike from 
Slocan to Nelson without having to go 
onto the highway,” he said. “We’d like 
to create a route where you can park 
at the Dam Inn and cycle to Crescent 
Valley Beach and back.”

Area H Director Walter Popoff 
said Area H funding has been allocated 
towards the development of Crescent 
Valley Beach Park, which will tie into 
the overall recreation infrastructure 
for the area, including the possible 
extension of the Rail Trail to the Trans 
Canada Trail and access to Slocan Pool. 
“The tunnel is an integral part of this 
concept,” he said.

The bridge replacement project 
also includes safety improvements: 
the creation of left turn bay and right 
turn improvements at South Slocan 
Village Road; widened shoulders for 
pedestrians and cyclists; improved 
highway alignment; improved sight 
lines.
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• Fresh Meat Cut Daily
• Fresh & Frozen Seafood
• Freezer Packs
• Deli Sandwiches to go
• Awesome Cheese Selection
• Fresh & Smoked Sausage
• Smoked Salmon
• Awesome Beef Jerky
• Custom Cutting
• Weekly Instore Specials

KASLO & DISTRICT

by Jan McMurray
• Arising from the Committee of the 

Whole (Finance & Budget) meeting held 
February 16, the following motions were 
passed:

$5,000 of Kaslo’s RDCK Community 
Development Fund allocation will be 
held back for a proposed RDCK/Village 
wildfire abatement project.

Kaslo’s financial contribution to the 
proposed wildfire abatement project is 
conditional on the project assisting Village 
staff by mapping a prospective wildfire 
hazard development permit area for 

Kaslo council, February 23: Wildfire abatement project to be proposed
policy development and possible Official 
Community Plan amendment.

The Village will sell up to 18,000 
cubic metres of pit run to YRB between 
now and June 1, 2018 at a rate of $2.30 per 
cubic metre, with a rate of $2.35 per cubic 
metre in any subsequent year.

The fees and charges bylaw will 
be amended to reflect a special rate of 
$2.30 per cubic metre for gravel sale 
arrangements that exceed two years or 
15,000 cubic metres, with a rate of $2.35 
in any subsequent year.

Staff will develop a policy regarding 

writing letters of support for grant 
applications.

• The Village has successfully 
completed the first step in the process 
to obtain tenure at the waterfront 
park: sponsorship from the Ministry 
of Community, Sport and Cultural 
Development. The ministry has placed a 
value of $933,254 on the land. Next, the 
Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural 
Resource Operations will review the 
Village’s application for a Nominal Rent 
Tenure.

• The Kaslo Arena Association and 

Kaslo Golf Club will be submitting 
applications for CBT Recreation funding. 
The Village will provide them with 
letters of permission to improve the 
properties that they lease from the Village, 
with a note that the boards of these 
organizations are wholly responsible for 
project management and securing any 
required regulatory approvals.

• Staff will negotiate a contract with 
Fred Banham Associates for the Kaslo 
Specified Sewer Area Service and Rate 
Restructure project. The goal of the project 
is to enable realistic financial scenarios 

to inform phases two and three of the 
liquid waste management plan. Three 
well-qualified firms responded to the RFP.

• A special budget meeting will be 
scheduled on March 29 as an opportunity 
for public comment and questions.

• Public Works staff was asked to 
identify a suitable waterfront location 
for a shoreline clean-up. The Friends of 
Kootenay Lake are looking for a one-
kilometre waterfront area for 30 or more 
volunteers to clean up during a half day this 
spring for the Great Canadian Shoreline 
Clean Up.

by Jan McMurray
The RDCK 2016 budget was 

presented by Stuart Horn, RDCK CAO, 
at a public meeting in Kaslo council 
chambers February 29.

Area D residents will pay $760,250 
in taxes to the RDCK in 2016, a 5.75 
percent increase over last year. Village 
of Kaslo residents will pay $363,379 in 
RDCK taxes, a 6.64 percent increase 
from last year.

Horn said the most noticeable 
increases for residents will be in the 
building inspection, planning, fire, and 
economic development services.

He explained that tax increases in rural 
administration, building inspection, and 
planning and land use are due to increased 
staffing, because the demand for these 
services are rising. Rural administration 
is up 6.4 percent. Area D pays $43,635 
of the 2016 total tax bill of $863,065 for 
this service, which is paid for by electoral 
areas only. Building inspection is up 7.8 
percent to $540,000, of which Area D 
taxpayers will contribute $24,817 and 
Kaslo taxpayers will contribute $11,697. 
The planning and land use service is up 15 
percent to $546,250, with Area D paying 
$27,617. Only electoral areas pay into the 
planning service.

Kaslo’s regional fire service will cost 
taxpayers 12.4 percent more than last 
year. The requisition will be $260,523 this 
year ($231,798 last year). Area D will pay 
$126,259 and Village of Kaslo will pay 
$134,264. The mill rate is the same for 
both Kaslo and Area D taxpayers, at .870 
per $1,000. The final portion of the loan 
for the construction of the new fire hall – 
$680,000 – will be drawn in 2016, and debt 
servicing costs will be $176,725. The total 
budget for the service in 2016 is $453,323.

The Kaslo and Area D economic 
development service is being taxed for the 
first time in a number of years. Area D will 
pay $11,894 and Village of Kaslo $5,606 

Regional District budget for Kaslo & Area D presented
for a budget of $17,500 in 2016. Director 
Watson said the intent is to leverage other 
funds and to get a return on investment for 
taxpayers. “We won’t invest in anything 
until we know we’ll get a return,” she said. 
The “short list” of projects for this service 
includes renewable energy, broadband, and 
affordable housing. She said the first thing 
they will do is a renewable energy scan with 
grant money. There will be an economic 
development commission with nine 
people, five from Kaslo and four from Area 
D. The commission will issue a Request 
for Proposals seeking partnerships, “so the 
commission isn’t just a volunteer board,” 
she said. This partnership model is used by 
the Nelson and Areas E and F economic 
development service, which has MOUs 
with Community Futures and the Nelson 
Chamber of Commerce. Mayor Hewat 
said they have no plans to hire an economic 
development officer.

The tax requisition for the Jaws of 
Life service is up 25.5 percent to $21,316 
from $16,988 last year, mainly because 
Kaslo SAR requested a bigger grant this 
year ($19,500 compared to $15,955 in 
other years).

Emergency Planning is up 33.3 
percent this year to $32,414 in tax 
requisitions compared to $24,316 last 
year. This is because the surplus was used 
up last year. Area D will pay $22,030 and 
Kaslo will pay $10,384.

The library service is up 4.7% to 
$85,767. Area D pays $54,946 and Kaslo 
residents pay $30,821 (.20 per $1,000).

The community Facility Recreation 
and Parks service will cost taxpayers 
the same as last year ($216,753). Kaslo 
taxpayers will contribute $69,435 and Area 
D taxpayers will contribute $147,318. The 
total budget for this service is $291,812 
in 2016, with user fees, grants and prior 
year surplus making up the rest of the 
income. A total of $156,018 will be 
paid out in grants as follows: Village of 
Kaslo (Parks) $10,000; Village of Kaslo 
(Recreation) $10,000; Arena Reserve 
$10,000; Kaslo Curling Club $10,000; 
Lardeau Valley Community Club $34,218; 
Ainworth Recreation Association $17,000; 
Argenta Community Association $7,500; 
Kaslo Outdoor Recreation Society 

$2,000; Johnson’s Landing Community 
Association $4,500; Kaslo & District 
Arena Association $50,800.

Taxation for refuse disposal remains 
flat at $1,805,784 for the Central subregion 
(Nelson, Kaslo, Salmo and Areas D, E, 
F and G). Kaslo residents pay $59,432 
and Area D residents pay $59,432. This 
service includes recycling depots, transfer 
stations, and landfills. Andy Shadrack 
was present and objected to paying for 
the RDCK recycling service, as the depot 
has moved and is inaccessible to him 
because he doesn’t have a vehicle. Stuart 
responded that there is increased pressure 
on the RDCK to provide the service 
outside municipalities, using Grohman and 
Lakeside recycling depots as examples. 

The requisition for the transit service 

is up two percent to $295,742. Area D will 
pay $25,049 and Kaslo will pay $12,362. 
The total budget is $539,792, with user 
fees estimated at $32,200.

The Ainsworth/Woodbury fire 
response service will cost $23,565, down 
slightly from last year. Residents of 
Ainsworth and Woodbury pick up this bill.

The general administration service 
will cost taxpayers less this year because of 
prior year surpluses. Area D taxpayers will 
pay $32,599 and Village of Kaslo taxpayers 
will pay $15,365. The GIS service remains 
flat: $7,904 for Area D and $3,792 for 
Kaslo. Emergency Communications 911 
also remains flat: Area D will pay $7,342 
and Kaslo will pay $3,460 out of $177,118 
tax collected this year.  Mosquito control in 
Meadow Creek taxation is up 1.9 percent 

to $53,000 from $52,000.
The Community Sustainability service 

will not be taxed for the third year in a row, 
but there’s $104,106 in this service due to 
prior year surplus, donations and grants. 
Projects being funded from this service 
include the Kootenay Lake Partnership and 
the Agriculture Plan. This year, the goal is 
to establish a Food Policy Council.

Area D residents will pay parcel taxes 
of $96,555 for the Local Conservation 
Fund. This fund is for a grant program 
for non-profit organizations and local 
governments with proposals for projects 
that benefit conservation in the rural 
areas around Kootenay Lake, specifically 
Electoral Areas A, D, and E. Successful 
applicants will be announced in April 
this year.

by Art Joyce
Kaslo Institute founder Randy 

Morse approached the Village of Kaslo’s 
Committee of the Whole on March 2 
with a presentation outlining a proposed 
Kootenay Centre for Applied Creativity. 
The concept for such a centre was widely 
endorsed during the Our Trust, Our Future 
public consultations in October 2014, 
which called for ‘big ideas’ projects for 
funding priorities. Village CAO Neil 
Smith wrote the Institute some months 
ago stating that, “an initiative like this 
has the potential to become a significant 
economic and cultural driver for Kaslo and 
the surrounding region.” 

Although based in Kaslo, the centre 
would – as the name implies – be designed 
to develop and promote the economic 
base of the entire region through local 
innovation in a broad spectrum of sectors, 
organized under a strategic umbrella of 
health, wellness, and fitness. Structured 
as a social enterprise, Morse sees it as 
having three main operating arms – one 
that generates revenue through one or more 
profitable businesses; one that delivers 
programming, seminars and the practical 
development of innovation; and a media 
lab that promotes the centre and the region 
while developing its own products, such as 
web, print and radio content. 

“Every step must be guided by 
sound business acumen but also take 
into consideration the natural and cultural 
conditions we want to preserve here, so 
we’re not ‘paving paradise,’” says Morse, 
quoting the famous Joni Mitchell song. “It 
has to be done consciously; we have to be 
mindful of those values that set us apart in 
the first place.” 

Thanks to recent changes in corporate 
legislation in BC, a new category of 
social enterprise known as a Community 
Contribution Corporation or C3 can be 
legally registered. A C3 may be community 

Kaslo Institute founder seeks support for innovation centre
owned and operated but can also issue 
shares and debentures. In any fiscal year 
it can distribute no more than 40 percent 
of its profits to shareholders, unless the 
shareholder is a non-profit or charitable 
organization. But its purpose is primarily 
social rather than capitalist, although it is 
allowed to earn profits. To register as a 
C3, a statement must be filed outlining the 
social, cultural or environmental objectives 
served by your organization. This category 
of corporation was created in response 
to pressure from BC non-profits; most 
funders of non-profits make it clear they 
won’t provide operating funds so a C3 
is one way of covering this shortfall. The 
Kaslo Institute is proposing that the Village 
of Kaslo, the Regional District, and area 
non-profits be founding shareholders in 
the proposed C3.

Morse spoke at length of the new 
phenomenon of ‘wellness communities’ 
created by public-private partnerships to 
satisfy the growing public awareness of 
the need for healthy communities. These 
are places like Lake Nona, Florida and 
Serenbe, Georgia that spend billions in 
an attempt to artificially develop what 
we already have in communities here. 
Recent research suggests that health, 
wellness, and fitness are priority concerns 
for North Americans. Morse believes 
Kootenay communities can capitalize 
on this niche while carefully controlling 
growth and development. In a meeting 
last summer with Corky Evans, the former 
MLA spoke of similar initiatives in Nova 
Scotia. “In today’s economic climate the 
best investment we can make is in our 
neighbours,” he told Morse. Evans said he 
could envision locals investing in a social 
enterprise like a 3C-structured Centre for 
Applied Creativity. 

“Most of us tend to put our savings into 
RRSPs and yet the rate of return on those is 
pitiful,” adds Morse, “and if we don’t know 

where that money is invested, it could be 
financing something we find abhorrent. 
Creating a community-controlled C3 
becomes a really interesting way for a 
small community like Kaslo to create a new 
economic development vehicle. Having the 
majority of its shares held by the Village 
and community non-profits ensures the 
profits remain where they’re generated.”

Most of the centre’s activities would 
take place mainly on the winter and 
shoulder seasons when things are slowest 
here, with seminars, workshops and other 
events that would attract visitors interested 
in the theme of health, wellness, and fitness. 
Many professionals have chosen to live here 
because of their commitment to a healthy, 
sustainable lifestyle – a commitment that 
would be reflected in the centre’s charter. 
The goals of the centre would also include 
creating long-term, well-paid jobs for the 
wealth of qualified talent that exists here. 
Morse doesn’t believe that artists should 
have to starve in order to work at their craft. 
And with municipal governments facing a 
shrinking tax base, Morse explained, the 
economic stimulus of the centre could 
turn that around, countering the current 
out-migration trend of our young workers. 

“We see this as a regional initiative,” 
stresses Morse. “It makes sense in this 
context for us to reach out to our neighbours 
in Crawford Bay, New Denver, and Nakusp 
to see how we can integrate the idea for the 
benefit of those who live here. We need to 
create a new vehicle that has the capabilities 
and muscularity of a for-profit corporation 
but with a mandate to support and foster a 
high quality of life for everyone.” 

In fact, already the idea is generating 
interest beyond Kaslo. The same week as 
his Kaslo presentation, Morse spoke to a 
group in Crawford Bay who is interested in 
exploring how communities on Kootenay 
Lake’s east shore might be included in the 
Kaslo Institute’s vision.  
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Get informed in a balanced way
We encourage people to inform themselves in a balanced way about all the issues at Summit Lake. As 
with any land base issue there is a wide range of opinion and perception. We have a good context map and 
background information on our website at www.nakuspcommunityforest.com. We have been doing our 
best to compile and share information since the start of our forest management activities there in 2013.
If the real issues are about protecting toads, then people need to consider all of the factors at Summit 
Lake including private land impacts, breeding habitat impacts, highway/travelling public impacts, 
recreational use and terrestrial  (upland) habitat impacts. Positive as well as negative impacts should 
be considered.
NACFOR’s operating area is only within the terrestrial (upland) habitat.
NACFOR gladly accepts the responsibility of managing the community forest portion of the upslope 
terrestrial habitat. It is an economically, environmentally and socially valuable part of our working forest. 
We appear to be a convenient target for criticism but in the principle of fairness and logic cannot take 
ownership of the entire issue. We will however contribute to the knowledge base as much as possible.
Western Toads are widespread throughout their natural range in North America. This is not the only 
local population as most people who utilize the outdoors will attest. There are a number of other well 
known toad population sites around our area. 
The fact that a highway bisects the land between breeding habitat on the lake side, and terrestrial habitat 
on the upslope side, and that toads and toadlets migrate between these two habitats “en masse” in a 
very visible manner at Summit Lake makes them easy and compelling to observe.
A main threat to toads that we have found in the literature is loss of aquatic and terrestrial habitat due 
to residential development.  This includes alteration or loss of their breeding habitat, for example 
draining or disturbing breeding areas, often on private land where typical land management practices 
used on crown lands do not apply. 
Special interest groups are attempting to galvanize people around an anti-logging /anti-development 
agenda in an effort to fulfill their mandate to create parklands.  
A park within the NACFOR operating area will not solve any of the issues identified.  It may in fact 
make the issues more difficult to study and solve. And very likely much more difficult for needed 
research to be funded.  
NACFOR is used to managing a complex multi issue / multi constraint land base. This is the typical 
nature of our land base. At Summit Lake we are continuing a long history of timber management within 
the working forest above Summit Lake, and doing this in a careful manner. We are quite happy to do so.
The Summit Lake area was extensively logged prior to 1925. There was a catastrophic wildfire in 1925. 
The lake has been treated twice to our knowledge in the past to get rid of coarse fish in preparation for 
stocking with game fish. The point being - that there is a long history of disturbances there.

Our operations are planned to take a light footprint over a relatively small area. We are planning for careful operations 
and coupling ground breaking research with our operations. This area is being used to create best management practices 
for forestry operations in western toad habitat which can be used to guide operations in other areas. If we do nothing, we 
will learn nothing.
The cut blocks all have significant levels of tree retention including wildlife tree patches, dispersed retention, and also unique 
toad habitat features which were identified by experts. We encourage people to come and have a look at our maps and plans.  
Our operations are designed to limit ground disturbance, to protect and enhance habitat features which may be of use to 
toads and other creatures and provide a diversity of habitat across the landscape including reforested areas.
Our current operations are carefully timed to use the late winter / spring snowpack to limit ground disturbance by equipment. 
There are a couple of times in a year that are optimum for operations, this is one of them.  
While peaceful protest and debate is encouraged, blocking the access road to personnel or equipment is an illegal activity 
which we don’t believe does anything to help toads.
Some questions that every truly interested and open minded individual should consider:
How are activities managed closest to the breeding habitats which can include clearing private land, recreation infrastructure 
and activities, building structures, altering foreshore and riparian areas, and constructing and paving roads?
What overall proportion of private lands and park lands have been cleared for roads, dwellings,  lawns, campgrounds, 
hydro lines and open space?
What typical proportion of individual private lots have been cleared for houses, out buildings, driveways and open space? 
For example out of a two acre lot what proportion is typically cleared and occupied by structures or other developments? 
What are the individual and cumulative impacts?
Are there restrictions in the area around use of chemicals including pesticides and herbicides for domestic or commercial use?
What is the travelling public and highway impact to toads and how can it be mitigated? Are highway closures at peak 
migration times an option? What about rail bed closures for recreationists?
On forestry roads, are temporary road closures and limitations on industrial and recreational use an option?
What are the impacts of campgrounds in the area – should there be government campground closures during peak 
migration times to limit harm to toads?
What is the status of crown lands outside of NACFOR’s operating areas which were reserved for park status?
What about development of best management practices for private land development, campgrounds and highways? 
Is there an outreach program for local residents regarding toad management?
What proportion of a parks budget is typically used for research?  So far NACFOR has assisted with research funding.
These are fair questions to ask. We think that this dialogue about toads needs to continue. NACFOR is happy to be part 
of the local scene and debate. But the dialogue really needs to be broadened to include all of the factors that are at play at 
Summit Lake and other locations. Meanwhile we would like to continue our successful mandate of providing  economic, 
environmental and social value to the area by operating within our Community Forest Area.

Position on Toad Issues 
at Summit Lake

February, 2016
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My name is Bubbles but I’m also known 
as Fatty!  I’m a 2-year old neutered male 

domestic longhair, and I’m friendly and af-
fectionate.  I’d be a great addition to a family 
where I could be loved. I need a foster home 
immediately but I’m really hoping for a forever 
home.  Please call PALS at 250-265-3792 if 

you would like to know more about me. 
PALS Legion Meat Draws – Royal Cana-
dian Legion Saturdays, March 12, 19, 25.  

Thank you for your support!

by Katrine Campbell
Waterbridge Steel of Nakusp has 

been awarded a $27.9 million contract to 
design and build four new cable ferries 
for the Province’s aging inland ferry 
fleet. The four existing vessels have 
reached the end of their working lives 
– some have been plying their routes 
for 70 years. 

The new ferries will serve the 
communities of Arrow Park on the 
Arrow Lakes, Glade and Harrop on 
the Kootenay River, and the Adams 
Lake Indian Band and other residents 
on Adams Lake. Last year, the ferries 
carried approximately 482,000 vehicles 
and 685,000 passengers. The Arrow Park 
ferry will be the last built.

Waterbridge wins contract to design and build four cable ferries
“We’re delighted to have been 

chosen,” said Waterbridge Group 
president and CEO John Harding. 
“Everyone at Waterbridge Steel and its 
sister companies, Waterbridge Ferries 
and Waterbridge Equipment, are very 
excited by this new project. We’re 
proud of our accomplishments on the 
MV Columbia and proud the ministry 
has seen fit to award the contract to us.”

The project  wi l l  generate 
employment for approximately 30 
people over 40 months, with the majority 
of work taking place in Nakusp. 

“The bulk of jobs in Nakusp won’t 
be starting until June,” Harding said. 
“We have to do the design work, order 
steel, and so on.”

“We’re really happy – we are 
really happy,” said Nakusp Mayor 
Karen Hamling. “It will be a boost for 
employment and economic development 
in our community. People will be using 
restaurants and stores, and renting. Some 
local people who have tickets can get 
jobs, others can get other employment. 
The MV Columbia [the Galena-Shelter 
Bay ferry] employed a fair amount of 
locals.

“Two companies were invited to 
do the RFP and we’re really happy that 
Waterbridge got it. They have a lot of 
experience.”

The new ferries that will serve 
Glade, Harrop and Arrow Park will be 
larger and able to carry more vehicles 

than the existing ferries, with capacity 
increased to handle commercial vehicles 
at full highway loads. The new cable 
ferry for Adams Lake will accommodate 
the same capacity as the existing vessel. 
Waterbridge says age, not capacity, is the 
reason for all four replacements.

While the ferries are docked during 
off-peak hours, power will be supplied 
by on-board batteries. This will reduce 
noise at the terminal, and lower the 
vessels’ greenhouse gas emissions. It is 
expected that the first of the new vessels 
will be delivered in early 2017, with all 
new vessels scheduled to be in service 
by the end of 2019.

The Province says the renewal of 
the inland ferry fleet is a priority in ‘BC 

on the Move,’ its 10-year transportation 
plan. There are 14 inland ferry routes, 
operated under contract. Five of the 
routes are served by cable ferries, five 
are reaction ferries (propelled by river 
current), three use free-running ferries 
and one is served by a tug and barge.

Last year, BC’s inland ferries carried 
approximately 1.6 million vehicles and 
2.3 million passengers.

“It’s nice to see some new ferries,” 
said Harding. “These locations are in 
dire need, and we look forward to getting 
them out there as quickly as we can.”

submitted
In the wee small hours of February 

28, a whopping 22 racers, four coaches, 
and four chaperones boarded a School 
District 10 bus bound for the high 
school ski and snowboard provincials 
at Fernie’s Alpine Resort. The strong 
showing from Nakusp Secondary, with 
a total of 160 students, never ceases to 
amaze coaches and teams from other 
schools.

The provincial event involved one 
day of snowboard racing down a giant 
slalom (GS) course, a day of GS racing 
for skiers, and a final day of ski and 
snowboard racing through a technically 
smooth terrain GS course. Finish times 
were totaled to determine individual 
awards for fastest racer as well as 

Nakusp Ski and Snowboard team drops into Fernie and lands on the podium
combined team points for gender teams 
and combined gender team awards. 

Snowboarder Colton Peterson had 
an exciting first day of racing when 
his efforts on the GS course found him 
sitting at the top of the racer heap in first 
place. Peterson was bumped temporarily 
to second place on the final day of racing 
when his terrain GS time was beat by 
0.01 seconds, but Peterson soon found 
himself back in first place when the 
combined GS and terrain GS results 
were tallied and announced. Peterson’s 
combined race times were 8.72 seconds 
faster than the second place finisher; 
a remarkable difference in a world 
governed by seconds. 

The boys’ ski team crushed seventh 
place and the girls’ ski team raced to an 

impressive sixth place finish. Combined, 
the boys and girls ski team earned 
enough points to climb the provincial 
podium all the way to third place. Angus 
Jackson earned a 13th individual finish in 
a race group of 96 ski racers, and stood 
out as one of two public school athletes 
to crack the top 20 in the boys ski racing 
category.

Matt McKee coached the girls and 
boys snowboard team to a combined 
fourth place finish, with the boys coming 
in hot at second place and the girls 
garnering a sixth place team finish. 

The Nakusp Secondary ski and 
snowboard trip to Fernie was supported 
by countless hours of parent volunteers 
who worked together under the banner 
of the Summit Lake Racers organization 

to raise the necessary funds. The trip was 
also supported by donations from the 
Arrow Lakes Teachers Association, the 
Parent Advisory Council, Overwaitea, 
and a number of other local business. 
Racers trained at Summit Lake Ski Hill. 
The ski and snowboard racers would like 
to warmly recognize and thank everyone 
who made this trip possible. 

NSS girls ski team L-R: Cheyenne Tourand, Kylie 
Waterfield, Makayla Teindl, Ivy Tourand, coach Barb 

Lewis, Zoe Zinselmeyer, Mikayla Lewis-Morrison.
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Pender, Margaret 
(Margy)

Passed away 
peacefully in Nakusp 
at the Minto House on 
February 25, 2016, in 
her 91st year.

Obituary

She is survived by her daghter Sharon (Bob), her daghter-
in-law Vivian, five grandaughters, ten great-grandchildren 
and nieces and nephews. She was predeceased by her 
husband John, son Ken, sister and brother and their spouses.

A memorial tea will be held in Edgewood at the 
Community Hall, March 26, 2016 
at 1:00 pm

In lieu of flowers, donations 
may be made to Minto 
House in Nakusp.

by Sheri Walsh 
(Sports) + (Arts) = Magic
Those are the words on the Premier’s 

Award for Innovation, presented to the 
WE Graham Community School in 
recognition of the After School Sport 
and Arts Initiative (ASSAI) at the SD8 
board of education meeting in Nelson 
on February 23. Principal Ed Neilsen 

SD8 board, February 23: WE Graham After School Sport and Arts Initiative honoured
accepted the award from local DASH 
(Directorate of Agencies for School 
Health) board member Heather Allen. 
The Premier’s Award recognizes teams 
that have designed public programs that 
result in substantial benefits to citizens – 
in this case, to children of BC.

Principal Neilsen emphasized 
that the program means an incredible 

amount to a relatively isolated and 
dispersed rural community where many 
children face barriers to participation in 
after school activities. He thanked those 
who had the vision to establish it several 
years ago and credited its success 
to the dedicated staff and effective 
partnerships. Program Coordinator 
Sharon Butler responded, “It’s a 
wonderful program to be part of!” 

Launched by former WE Graham 
principal Laura Moll and former WE 
Graham Community Service Society 
Executive Director Joanne Ellis, the 
ASSAI began in 2011 as an after school 
sports program that was expanded to 
include arts programming in 2012. 
Over this time, activities offered to 
Slocan Valley children have included 
aikido, drumming, basketball, drawing, 
dance, gymnastics, skateboarding, 
cross-country skiing, capoeira, parkour, 
baseball, tennis, curling, zumba, 
creative writing, judo, cartooning, circus 
arts and sewing. Local community 
members provide the instruction and a 
WE Graham grade 10 student prepares 
healthy snacks for the children. Program 
funds have also been used to purchase 
a climbing structure which will be 
installed by the school district on the 
WE Graham playground.

• During the public comment period 
following the award presentation, Kevin 
Lepape and Max Yanke requested that 
the board of education reconsider its 
purchase of ten solar panels in the Nelson 
solar garden. They stated that based on 

data collected from the solar panels 
on the roof of LV Rogers Secondary, 
in one year a $900 panel in the solar 
garden will produce the equivalent of 
$5 worth of electricity produced by 
Nelson Hydro. They recommended 
that the Board of Education recoup the 
$90,000 investment and put those funds 
into education.

• Responding to a request made 
by the board, Superintendent Jeff 
Jones presented a memo describing 
his concerns about the timeline for 

implementation of the new grade 
10 to 12 curriculum. While strongly 
supportive of the planned changes to the 
curriculum, he expressed his concern 
that the proposed rapid implementation 
timeline may hinder rather than assist 
its successful implementation. Creston 
trustee Rebecca Huscroft presented 
a notice of motion to write a letter of 
advocacy to the Ministry of Education 
expressing their concerns which will 
be discussed at the next board meeting 
on March 8.

submitted
The West Kootenay Community 

TEETH Clinic Society is seeking 
partnerships with dentists, dental 
professionals and community members 
to increase access to dental care for all 
citizens in the communities of the Central 
Kootenay and Kootenay Boundary 
Regional Districts regardless of income 
level. The society recently won the 
$50,000 grand prize in Pacific Blue 
Cross’ 75th anniversary “Share the 
Care Giveaway,” making it possible for 
TEETH to expand into other communities. 
Currently, the society operates a low-
cost clinic within a dental office in 
Nelson. Clients of TEETH receive dental 

TEETH seeks partnerships to offer low-cost dental services
care with a 40 percent discount. Many 
dedicated paid staff, volunteers, donation 
of clinic space and other discounts and 
donations have enabled the program to 
be viable and sustainable. 

Although the board has envisioned 
similar clinics operating in the rest of the 
Kootenay Boundary region, they realize 
each community is unique. “Because 
we understand what is effectual in one 
community may not be in another, we are 
asking for your suggestions. Let us know 
what might work best in your area to 
increase access to low-cost quality dental 
care,” states a press release issued by the 
society. Contact: TEETHClinicWK@
gmail.com or 250-352-6560

The Premier’s Award recognizes teams that have designed public programs that result in substantial benefits to citizens.
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Slocan Lake golf course is 
 NOW OPEN.                     

Take advantage our our great springtime special. 
$20.00 flat rate green fees. 

Everyone welcome. Early course conditions are exceptional.

submitted
The Nancy Greene ski race program 

has been operating on Summit Lake Ski 
Hill for a number of years. The program, 
designed for 4-13 year olds, focuses on 
building skiing capacity and teamwork 
within a competitive framework. 

This year, 20 young local racers 
were coached by four volunteers 
(Coleman Mackintosh, Angus Jackson, 
Kristy Cameron, and Troy Clark) and 
participated in a season that involved 
four zone races, one local club race, and 
a zone final. The program is organized 
and supported by an executive of 
volunteers who dedicate numerous 
hours to keep competitive ski racing 
viable and exciting in Nakusp. 

“We had a great season and a great 
group,” Troy Clark says. “Seeing the 
kids come through the finish gate with 
big smiles on their faces really means a 
lot to the coaches and the volunteers”.

This year, the Nancy Greene racers 
saw a drop in participation but managed 
to maintain a competitive group of youth 

Nancy Greene racers wrap up another great season
and volunteers to keep the program 
active. “It was smaller, but it was a 
cohesive group that competed together, 
they practiced together, they all traveled 
out of town. It was great, I was really 
happy with the results,” commented 
Clark.

To an outsider, the sport of ski racing 
may appear to be an individual sport, 
but Clark says the sport is more team 
orientated than one might think. “They 
run their race individually and then 
get rewarded as a team. It’s not about 
placing; it’s about racing as a team and 
working together on race day.”

Working together, the tiny racers 
managed to be competitive at each 
event they attended this year. Separated 
into age categories for both team and 
individual awards, the Summit Lake 
Nancy Greeners ripped through courses 
at Phoenix, Salmo, Red Mountain, 
and Whitewater with enough speed to 
continually climb the steep competitive 
slope of the winner’s podium. The 
Under 6 and Under 10 group (U6-

U10) managed a sweep through the 
season and earned first place ribbons 
at each event while Cedar Cameron-
Harding earned respectable finishes in 
a competitive U12 category. The U14 
group was dominated by Summit Lake 
Racers as Cheyenne Tourand, Colby 

Mackintosh and Jack Watt consistently 
packed the podium, trading spots among 
first, second, and third throughout the 
season. 

“It has been amazing seeing the 
older kids help out the younger ones do 
things like get on the chairlift and get 

ready in the start gate,” said Clark. “If 
they stay in the program long enough, 
they in turn become the ones to help 
out the younger racers, making sure the 
team is all together and looking out for 
their buddies on the race course and on 
the hill.”

Jack Watt races down the GS race course at the Whitewater Nancy Greene event.
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by Katrine Campbell
Eight students from Nakusp 

Secondary will start the trip of a lifetime 
on March 12 when they leave for a 
10-day trip to Japan, arranged by vice-
principal Ryoko Kobayashi.

It all started with an Animé club, 
and “the idea came up that we should go 
to Japan,” says grade 11 student Maija 
Lampimaki. The offer went out to the 
rest of the school, and “other students 
just joined up.”

Grade 12 student Sam Zerrath 
adds that the trip was originally for 
grades 11 and 12, but in the end “almost 
nobody wanted to go. There was lots of 
interest but for various reasons they all 
cancelled.”

The trip was opened to all students, 
and now the participants range from 
grades 8 to 10, plus one young woman 
who got involved before she graduated.

Once the ball was rolling, 
Kobayashi started ‘travel school’ in 
September 2015, meeting with the 
students for 90 minutes per week to 
prepare for the trip. 

“The purpose of travel school is to 
help students maximize their experience 
in Japan by learning the basics of 
the history or background of all the 
locations we will be visiting, Japanese 
customs, the language, the currency, and 
such,” she said. “We will also discuss 

Nakusp Secondary School students are Tokyo-bound
requirements of border customs and 
duty, forbidden items, what to bring, 
gifts to buy for the homestay family, 
how to pack, what to do in the case of 
emergencies, and so forth. We will also 
spend time getting to know each other 
better, exploring the students’ strengths 
and challenges, and bond as a team, and 
build leadership.

“Once we return from the trip, we 
will focus on reflective activities and 
prepare for a Japan Day as a group 
project.”

The topics covered basic language, 
customs and etiquette (e.g. bowing and 
removing shoes in homes), history, 
and food and drink. The students also 
learned about Japan’s geography and 
climate, taking trains and subways, 
education and schools, and what to 
wear. Earthquakes and emergency 
contacts were also on the curriculum, 
as were practical measures such as Wi-
Fi and phone charges, exchange rates, 
and creating ‘meishi’, or calling cards.

The NSS students will visit the 
Bunka Suginami Canadian International 
School in Tokyo – whose principal 
is Dan Miles, former principal of JV 
Humphries school in Kaslo – and 
homestay with their students’ families. 
Bunka Suginami students have planned 
a day of activities for their visitors.

The full cost for each student is 

$4,500, Maija said, and they’ve been 
fundraising for months. They sold 
candy apples and lemonade at the 
Nakusp Medieval Days, chili and hot 
dogs at the Festival of Lights, made and 
sold curries, held bake sales and bottle 
drives, and are now selling beef jerky. 
The money raised has cut the cost for 
each student by about $800.

Maija worked all summer and fall 
to help pay for her trip. Sam said his 
mother helped with a lot of the cost (but 
he promises to pay her back).

Both students are enthusiastic about 
the adventure. 

“It’s going to be lots of fun – we had 
lots of fun in the preparation,” Sam said. 

“I’m so super excited! I can’t wait!”
“I’m very excited,” said Maija. 

“It’s pretty crazy! I’m actually learning 
Japanese now. The trip kind of sparked 
the idea of learning Japanese and having 
a career as a translator, or teaching 
English.” 

Asked if she was good at languages, 
she quipped, “Better than math!”

Both understand that there will be 
huge cultural differences, something 
that Kobayashi’s travel school dealt 
with in some detail. 

“Ms. Kobayashi taught us about 
language and culture so we can be fully 
immersed and get the full experience 
of going there,” Sam said. Although 

Tokyo is bigger than any city in Canada, 
“it’s supposed to be super clean and 
the people are super polite.” Tokyo has 
a city population of 13.5 million; the 
surrounding area adds more than 24 
million to that.

He also thinks it is “awesome” they 
will be staying with Japanese families, 
“which would be impossible to do if we 
were going on our own.”

• There will be a meeting for people 
interested in experiencing other cultures 
by becoming a paid homestay family 
for an international student.  Kobayashi 
says not enough people have stepped 
forward so far.  The meeting is at the 
school on 6:30 pm Wednesday, April 13. 

by Kori Doty
On the night of March 5, the 

basement of the Nelson United 
Church filled up with community 
members interested in spending an 
evening with ‘extinct’ Sinixt people. 
The event was organized by Scott 
Martins and Margaret-Ann Murphy 
and featured Marilyn James, Lori 
Barkley and K.Linda Kivi, each 
speaking to a piece of the issues 
affecting the Sinixt people. 

Kivi started the night off with 
an interactive activity to help 

demonstrate the ways that the people 
of this territory have been impacted. 
This activity allowed attendees to 
experience an embodied example 
of the impacts of waves of disease, 
violence and bureaucratic imposition 
on a community.

Barker spoke about her work 
as an anthropologist pursuing the 
question: ‘Why are the Sinixt people 
extinct?’ She outlined some of the 
ways that government policy and 
practice has shifted from the time 
of the Royal Proclamation of 1763 
into current day, and the choices 
and actions that have been taken 
to remove the Arrow Lakes Band 
(a government name for the Sinixt 
people) from any recognition. 

Barker named the ways that 
profit-driven resource extraction 
projects benefit from the removal 
of recognized indigenous groups, 
as it allows project proponents to 
bypass the process of consulting 
and compensating First Nations. 
There are currently $650 billion 
of resource development projects 
within British Columbia that lie on 
or directly adjacent to indigenous 
territory, she said, which reflects the 
economic imperative of streamlining 
the process through means like 
bureaucratic extinction. She said the 
Sinixt people were bureaucratically 
defined out of existence, because if 
they had never existed, they couldn’t 
have been made extinct. 

Kivi brought a focus to the room 
on how to move forward in our 
understandings and relationships with 
being settlers in the tmxwúla7xw 
(territory) of the Sinixt people. She 
recommended reading the book, 
Settler: Identity and Colonialism in 
21st Century Canada as a tool in 
that process. 

Kivi acknowledged that from 
places of discomfort, deep healing 
and rich learning can happen. She 
encouraged people to not get stuck in 
guilt when reconciling being settlers 
in this place, as it is a non-motivating 
state. Kivi defined responsibility as 
“the ability to respond and act.”

Most of us have limited, and 
often incorrect information about the 
way that the settler colonial project 
has been enacted, said Kivi. It has 
required a collective engagement on 
the part of all of us and many of our 
ancestors, and will require a similarly 
collective engagement in unlearning 
the false information given to us. 

Kivi encouraged us to take action 
from where we are, beginning or 
continuing the “excavation of the 
possible.”

“The possibilities cannot be 
understood until they are undertaken,” 
she said, encouraging people to get 
together to talk about what it means 
to be a settler while improving our 
ability to respond. 

Marilyn James wrapped up the 
night by talking about some of the 
divides between groups that have 
led to what she calls the “co-option” 
of the Sinixt occupation at Vallican. 
She no longer stands with those 
involved in the Vallican camp, as 
there has been a memorandum of 
understanding signed between the 
Okanagan Nation Alliance and Sinixt 
members of the Colville federated 
tribes in Washington state. She 
shuddered as she talked about the 
decisions of business councils on 
both sides of the border that will no 
longer support the autonomy of the 
Sinixt. She described the MOU as 
a document which gives the ONA 
the ability to speak on behalf of the 
Sinixt to the Canadian government, 
in an arrangement that will generate 
a financial cut from any projects to 
the Colville government. 

James told about how she first 
came to this part of the territory to 
work on repatriating remains from 
the BC Museum in Victoria and 
giving her ancestors proper burial 
according to protocol in their home 
territory. Since beginning this project, 
64 ancestral remains have been 
repatriated and reburied. 

James talked about being a part 
of a long-standing tradition of her 
people to defend the land, the water, 
and the other species that live here, 
and insisted that other groups are not 
operating from such motives, but are 
in it for a paycheque. She explained 
the ancient laws of this land and the 
ways that the matrilineal tradition of 
this place took care of the needs of 
the community. 

James encouraged individuals 
to learn more, develop their own 
understanding of the truth, and build 
practice of speaking out towards 
injustice. She also encouraged those 
in attendance to do everything that 
they could to tend and defend local 
watersheds, fish, bird, and toad 
populations and stand strong in our 
fearless selves, following the courage 
in our hearts.

Sinixt issues discussed at fundraiser
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submitted
The Slocan Lake Gallery Society 

(SLGS) has completed another eventful 
year and is looking forward to its 2016 
programs.

“With a strong board, a very 
supportive membership, and our various 
sources of funding, we are able to 

Slocan Lake Gallery Society update
successfully carry out our mission 
statement – to promote, encourage, and 
support the arts on all platforms in our 
community and to undertake the role of 
the local arts council,” said Penelope 
Stuart, society president.

In 2015, the board focused on 
collaborative ventures and community 

engagement. The society hosted a 
networking meeting that brought 
together all local societies to discuss their 
needs and ways to work together. This 
was later followed by a grant-writing 
workshop. 

The society collaborates with the 
Valhalla Fine Arts Society and the Rec 

6 Commission to subsidize children’s 
music lessons. Collaborative events in 
2015 included the 25th anniversary of 
the Kohan Garden with the SLUGS, the 
very successful Confluence Art Show 
with the Hidden Garden Gallery Society, 
and the pumpkin carving workshops 
and gingerbread house decorating with 
Lucerne School. 

Other events the SLGS organized 
include the series of concerts, the spring 
break art classes for children and youth, 
the air band/ lip sync coaching sessions, 
the launch of Eloise Charet’s book, 
Never Without Our Children, and the 
improv theatre workshop. 

“It’s a true eclectic mix, I believe, 
giving encouragement and support to the 
arts and improving the quality of life in 
our wonderful community,” said Stuart.

This year, the society presents 
another season of spring break 
workshops, March 14-21, which include 
film-making for children and youth. 
The air band/lip sync coaching session 
returns on Saturday, April 9. Mark in 
your calendars for Thursday, June 23 
when two professional cellists, Jeff 
Faragher and Michael Kevin Jones, 
will be giving another performance at 
the Memorial Hall. Other activities in 

the pipeline include a summer artwalk, 
an Art in the Park, a Memoir Writing 
workshop with Norbert Ruebsaat, and 
a radio show.

“We are always happy to discuss 
possible projects or events to sponsor, 
so I encourage you to contact us if you 
have any requests or ideas you may have 
in mind,” said Stuart.

SLGS continues to seek funding to 
renovate the Silverton Gallery building. 
Funding received for programming has 
come from the BC Arts Council, CBT 
Community Initiatives, the Kootenay 
Savings Community Foundation, 
Regional District of Central Kootenay, 
and the Columbia Kootenay Cultural 
Alliance (CKCA). CKCA grants are 
administered locally by the SLGS, 
supporting individuals and groups to 
undertake various art projects or events. 
“These awards have all helped to provide 
a vibrant arts culture for us all to enjoy,” 
said Stuart.

The society appreciates the support 
of its members. The 2016 membership 
form is printed on this page of the Valley 
Voice. For more information, visit www.
silvertongallery.ca and the Silverton 
Gallery Facebook page. Contact: 
society@silvertongallery.ca.

submitted
After the wild success of last year’s 

Big Air Band/Lip Sync Contest, the 
Slocan District Chamber of Commerce 
has decided to make it an annual 
event. The Chamber is now calling on 
community members of all ages to get 
their acts together for the upcoming 
show, April 23 at Silverton Memorial 
Hall.

“The air band contest was such a 
blast last year!” says Chamber President 
Nikta Boroumand. “It really brought the 
community together for a good laugh and 
a good time. There’s no way we couldn’t 
carry on with it.”

Get your act together for the Big Air Band/Lip Sync Contest
Norma Kilpatrick, aka the Grande 

Dame of Ham, will once again be leading 
the charge. She will emcee the event, 
and will again treat the audience to a 
performance or two. Contest entrants 
will benefit from a coaching session 
with Norma on April 9 at the Silverton 
Memorial Hall, sponsored by the Slocan 
Lake Gallery Society.

This year, there will be children’s 
and adult categories, with cash prizes for 
first ($100), second ($50) and third ($25) 
place in each category as determined by 
a panel of three judges. Contestants will 
be judged on costume, choreography, lip-
sync-ability, and overall performance. 

An additional prize will be awarded for 
Audience Favourite.

This year’s show will be videotaped 
by ICandy Films, and DVDs will be 
available for sale.

All contestants will perform their 
act at a technical rehearsal on Saturday, 
April 16 at the Silverton Memorial Hall. 
There will also be a dress rehearsal on 
the afternoon of show night, April 23, 
at the hall.

The registration period is from 
March 28 to April 7. Forms are available 
at the Valley Voice office and online at 
www.slocanlake.com. Registration fee 
is $5 per person.

by Jan McMurray
Discovery Ventures issued an 

update on its activities at the Willa Mine 
near Silverton on March 1.

The company has received a 
permit to do a 10,000-tonne bulk 
sampling program at the mine, but 
more preparatory work and permitting 
is necessary before the bulk sampling 
can begin. 

Although the company has 
upgraded and completed road access 
to the main mine portal, further work 
is needed on the road, including safety 

More work required before Willa Mine starts up
berms, truck runaway lanes, and 
upgrades to erosion and sediment 
control structures. An engineering study 
will be done before the road work is 
completed.

Once the road work is done and 
additional permits received, Discovery 
plans to rehabilitate and collar the 
two mine portals, then rehabilitate 
ground support at the main portal, 
reposition approximately one kilometre 
of rail tracks, and construct mine water 
discharge culverts to new settling ponds.

When they get to this point, the 

bulk sampling will be able to proceed. 
Discovery also plans to initiate a 
diamond drilling program during the 
bulk sampling for exploration purposes.

Discovery Ventures would like to 
apply for a small mines permit, which 
would allow the company to mine 
75,000 tonnes per year. Eventually, 
Discovery hopes to mine the Willa 
Deposit at a rate of over 450 tonnes/
day, which will require a major mine 
permit. The plan is to ship the ore from 
the Willa to the MAX mill in Trout Lake 
for processing.

submitted
The Basin Business Advisors 

Program wants to make sure that if 
you’re going to start a business, you have 
the best possible chance at success. That’s 
why their team of advisors regularly 
offers free entrepreneurial workshops 
throughout the West Kootenay.

These 1.5 hour workshops, called 
‘Me Inc.’, will help you understand 
what it’s like to be your own boss and 
the steps you should take in preparation 
for opening a business, whether you’re 
planning to run a new start-up or buy an 

‘Me Inc.’ workshops slated for Winlaw, Kaslo, New Denver and more
existing company.

“Our goal is to help people go into 
a new business venture prepared – 
understanding different business models 
and legal structures, so they can choose 
the one that’s right for them,” says BBA 
program manager Will Nixon. “We also 
talk about completing market research 
and a business plan, in order to have a 
good sense of whether a business will 
succeed.”

The Basin Business Advisors 
Program has scheduled ‘Me Inc.’ 
workshops in Castlegar (March 10), 

Winlaw (March 22), Nelson (March 
22), Trail (April 14), Kaslo (April 19) 
and New Denver (April 21).

Advance registration is required. To 
sign up for a workshop visit bbaprogram.
ca or call toll free 1-855-510-2227.

If you don’t see your community 
listed on the upcoming ‘Me Inc.’ 
schedule, you can request a session in 
your community by emailing info@
bbaprogram.ca.

The Basin Business Advisors 
Program is a program of Columbia 
Basin Trust and managed by Community 
Futures Central Kootenay. For more 
information visit bbaprogram.ca.

submitted
Interior Health has reached a 20-year 

agreement with Ecotex Healthcare Linen 
Service Inc. of Abbotsford to provide the 
majority of hospital linen and laundry 
services through a centralized, Okanagan-
based facility, starting summer 2017.

The decision is deeply disappointing 
news for more than 100 workers who will 
lose their jobs in five communities, says the 
Hospital Employees’ Union. 

“Privatizing a public, in-house hospital 
service that IHA admits is running efficiently 
doesn’t make sense. Not for the patients and 
surgical teams who rely on timely, sterile 
linens. Not for the people who do this vital 
work. And not for the communities that will 
be impacted by job loss.”

IH board chair Erwin Malzer disagrees 
with the union.

“A clear case exists to proceed with 
outsourcing laundry services at our major 
facilities,” he said. “With an anticipated 
savings of about $35 million over the life 

of the contract, we will be able to increase 
our investment in facilities and equipment 
to support direct patient care, including 
necessary upgrades and expansions of 
our emergency departments and operating 
rooms.”

However, the HEU says Simon Fraser 
University economist Marvin Shaffer 
concluded that IHA failed to establish a 
valid business case for privatizing hospital 
laundry services, following his review of 
IHA internal documents obtained through 
the Freedom of Information process.

Malzer says the commitment by Ecotex 
to build a facility in the Southern Interior 
and hire residents from the region will offset 
some of the impact felt, and IH will work 
with the HEU to support displaced laundry 
workers through accessing vacancies or 
retraining.

The facilities affected are Kootenay 
Lake Hospital in Nelson, Kelowna General, 
Penticton Regional, Vernon Jubilee, and 
Royal Inland in Kamloops.

It’s official: IHA privatizes laundry services
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by Art Joyce
Surgical site infections (SSIs), 

according to a report by Dr. Deverick 
J. Anderson and Dr. Daniel J Sexton, 
“develop in two to five percent of 
the more than 30 million patients 
undergoing surgical procedures each 
year” in the US, a rate of 1 in 24 
patients, considered a low risk. The 
American Center for Disease Control 
defines SSI as “an infection related to 
an operative procedure that occurs at 
or near the surgical incision within 30 
days of the procedure or within one 
year if prosthetic material is implanted 
at surgery.” In part this has to do with 
the inherent risks of surgery – the 
incision transports bacteria such as 
Staphylococcus from the skin to lower 
levels of tissue that aren’t equipped to 
deal with these bacteria. Unfortunately, 
for those who die in the postoperative 
period, death is directly related to SSI 
in over 75 percent of cases. 

Recent Interior Health reports 
from 2012 onward suggest a rate 
substantially below the American 
average, but also not meeting its own 
agency standard. SSIs are divided 
into two categories: ‘clean’ wounds, 
an uninfected operative wound that 
involves access only to the sterile body 
sites and carry the lowest risk; and 
‘clean-contaminated’ wounds: those 
in which respiratory, gastrointestinal, 
urinary, or genital tracts were involved. 
‘Clean’ SSIs at IH facilities increased 
from just over one percent in fiscal 
year 2012 to 1.25 percent in 2013, 
considered “statistically significant.” 
IH graphs for ‘clean’ SSI infection 
rates show that Kootenay Boundary 
Regional Hospital (KBH) is in the 

Interior Health: coping with surgical site infections: Part 2
upper percentile of SSIs, peaking in 
the third quarter of 2012, then falling 
to a similar rate to East Kootenay 
Regional Hospital (both above the 
other facilities’ averages), and plunging 
sharply in the final quarter of 2013. For 
‘clean contaminated’ SSIs, KBH again 
scores the highest overall, peaking 
sharply in the fourth quarter of 2012 
before leveling out and finally dropping 
sharply in the third quarter of 2013, 
then rising again in 2014–15. No 
clear pattern seems to dominate, and 
in some IH facilities, rates actually 
dropped over this period. A review 
of procedures was undertaken by the 
IPAC team and new measures adopted. 

“We do have the Safe Surgical 
Checklist,” says Kootenay Boundary 
Regional Hospital Acute Health 
Services Director Jane Cusden. “Each 
OR patient gets checked in with a 
checklist for all the equipment, etc. then 
the team has a time out when it’s time 
to do an incision to make sure we’re 
all good to go, then they have another 
time out when it’s time to suture. We do 
monitor and audit it and on the whole 
we’re 100 percent on that.” 

A report in the US National 
Library of Medicine online states: “The 
prevention of surgical site infections 
encompasses meticulous operative 
technique, timely administration of 
appropriate preoperative antibiotics, 
and a variety of preventive measures 
aimed at neutralizing the threat 
of bacterial,  viral,  and fungal 
contamination posed by operative staff, 
the operating room environment, and 
the patient’s endogenous skin flora.” 
The report notes that among those 
at higher risk of SSIs are those with 
diabetes, obesity, and smokers. Cusden 
says the KBRH team are looking at 
new kinds of dressings, better home 
care for post-operative wounds, and 
renovations to the Intensive Care 
Unit (ICU) budgeted at over a million 
dollars. The pediatric unit has already 
been renovated and a new isolation 
room is being built. 

“Some renovations are being 
done, upgrading for wall coverings 
that we’ve realized aren’t the best and 
that will help the cleanliness of that 
department, not that it wasn’t clean 
before, but some surfaces are easier to 
clean than others,” says Cusden.

Dr. Bing Wang, IH medical 
director for infection prevention and 
control, says that “although surgical 
site infections at KBRH have been 

higher than other facilities, direct 
comparison between facilities is not 
appropriate, because of different 
patient populations and surgeries/
procedures being performed, amongst 
other factors.” 

As noted in part one of this article, 
SSIs trended upward at KBH during the 
2014-15 fiscal year. In order to address 
this, the Interior Health Infection 
Prevention and Control program has 
been working closely with operating 
room staff and surgeons. Several 
initiatives are currently underway to 
decrease infection. Updates have been 
made to patient educational materials 
on caring for wounds after hospital 

discharge. Additionally, the surgical 
ward at KBH is upgrading practices, 
and is looking into new dressings which 
may prevent infections in patients who 
are bedridden.” 

In order to deal with outbreaks of 
CDI (Clostridium difficile infections), 
says Dr. Wang, Interior Health has 
implemented a zero tolerance program. 
“Every patient diagnosed with CDI 
is treated under special isolation 
precautions, and the patient’s room 
undergoes additional cleaning with a 
certified cleaning product twice a day. 
Hand hygiene is promoted as one of the 
key preventative strategies.” 

Unfortunately, there is currently 

no reliable method for monitoring 
rates of CDI in the community. Interior 
Health’s Infection Prevention and 
Control department reviews all CDI 
cases in patients admitted to healthcare 
facilities, and determines if the infection 
originated in the community or in the 
healthcare facility. 

For MRSA (Methicillin-resistant 
Staphylococcus aureus), KBRH has 
seen a significant reduction during the 
past couple of years and continues to 
sit below the Interior Health average. 
Where possible, patients at risk of 
MRSA are identified during admittance 
and treated under special precautions, 
preferably in a single patient room. 

by Art Joyce
BC Hydro has notified 2,300 

customers across the province who are 
paying to retain their analogue (‘legacy’) 
meters under the Meter Choices program 
that the Crown corporation intends to 
swap them out for ‘radio-off’ smart 
meters. The reason given is that many 
of these meters have a certification seal 
that is expiring and BC Hydro claims 
its stock of replacement analogues has 
run out.

“What is the advantage of having a 
transmitter-off meter over an analogue?” 
asks Sharon Noble of BC Citizens for 
Safe Technology (CST). “Both have to 
be manually read. Why the push?”

Others point to the BC Utilities 
Commission decision requiring BC 
Hydro to provide clients with an opt-out 
plan that includes an option for retaining 
their analogue meters. The swap-out 
plan appears to contradict this decision. 
But BC Hydro spokesperson Mary Anne 
Coules says there’s no contradiction: 
“This policy is consistent to what was 
said when the Meter Choices Program 
was announced in 2013: customers could 
keep an old meter ‘until the meter breaks 
down, their Measurement Canada seal 
expires or they relocate.’”

In a CST interview with an 
anonymous source at Measurement 
Canada, it was revealed that BC Hydro 
has been directing its installation 
contractor Corix to destroy or ‘recycle’ 
analogues removed from customers’ 
homes. “If so,” says Noble, “they’re 

creating a deliberate shortage of analogue 
meters and to all appearances the goal 
must therefore be to eliminate them 
altogether, such that replacements for 
Meter Choices customers will now 
HAVE to be radio-off meters. From the 
very beginning Hydro was having the 
analogues destroyed or ‘recycled’ as 
they called it. Often brand new analogues 
with 40 years of life left. A terrible waste 
of money.” 

All electricity and gas meters in 
use must be certified – and periodically 
re-certified – by Measurement Canada. 
The agency – and utilities providers – are 
bound by the Weights and Measures Act 
and the Electricity and Gas Inspection 
Act, which stipulate that analogue or 
‘electro-mechanical’ meters are to be 
inspected and re-certified every 10 
years and transmitting meters every 
six years. It appears that BC Hydro 
has been cut considerable slack in 
this regard, since many analogues 
have been in operation far longer than 
that with no re-certification and with 
no appreciable deterioration in their 
measuring accuracy. A Measurement 
Canada (MC) spokesperson stated that 
analogue meters have a reputation for a 
“high degree of accuracy” and reliability, 
and said that from MC’s perspective, it 
doesn’t matter what kind of meters are 
used so long as they are accurate and 
certification is up to date. However, as 
Coules says, “There are no plans to re-
certify old meters because we always 
said we wouldn’t go back.”

Yet some in New Denver have had 
the experience of having their original 
analogue meters already swapped out 
a year or more ago under the premise 
that their replacement analogues were 
“reconditioned” or “re-certified.”

Coules says customers who receive 
the swap-out can tell they have a meter 
that isn’t transmitting by the meter’s 
digital display, which reads: ‘RF Opt-
out.’ But Noble and many others aren’t 
comforted by promises that the ‘radio-
off’ transmitting meter can’t or won’t 
be remotely activated with no warning. 
“These can be turned back on with the 
flip of a switch,” says Noble. “At some 
point Hydro could decide to say that 
the transmitters must be turned on as a 
condition of having power. That’s a very 
plausible scenario.”

Meanwhile for customers with well-
documented health, privacy, and safety 
concerns regarding smart meters, the 
costs of opting out continue to mount 
up. “Once a radio-off meter is installed,” 
explains Coules, “the monthly legacy 
meter fee ($32.40) they’ve been paying 
will end, and the radio-off meter fees 
will start,” including a one-time set-up 
fee of $22.60, a monthly operating fee 
of $20, and a one-time exit fee of $55 
if you move or change to a smart meter. 
Coules states that these charges are to 
recover operating costs. According to fee 
comparisons done by Noble, BC Hydro is 
charging the highest opt-out fees in North 
America, and some utilities don’t charge 
at all for retaining analogue meters.

BC Hydro removing expired analogue meters

submitted
Are your New Year’s resolutions in 

need of rescuing? Are you committed to 
making 2016 your best year yet? Then 
you’ll definitely want to join author 
and speaker Joan Posivy for a very 
special talk based on her bestselling 
book The Way Success Works: How 
to Decide, Believe, and Begin to Live 
Your Best Life. 

Join her Saturday March 19 from 
11:15 to noon at the White Pines Dojo, 
8835 Martens Rd. Slocan. Doors open 
at 11 and admission is free.

In her youth, she was extremely 
fortunate to meet someone who 
(despite her objections) convinced her 
that she could have, do, or be anything 
she truly desired.

“Needless to say, that got my 
attention,” laughs Posivy. “It wasn’t 
because I was anyone special or out of 
the ordinary. This, he told me, applied 
to everyone. If I was willing to put 

The way success works...
in the time to study, learn, and apply 
what I was learning, he said, I would 
certainly see wonderful results.” 

What she had been told turned 
out to be true. Through applying those 
lessons, she overcame her shyness 
and introverted tendencies, bought 
her first house at the age of 19 and 
was appointed branch manager of a 
financial institution by the age of 22, 
the youngest in Canada at the time. 
Over the years she has continually fine-
tuned and tested these ideas and has 
shared them extensively with audiences 
throughout North America and in a 
number of countries around the globe.

As founder of the Global Youth 
Project, she’s on a mission to inspire, 
enliven, educate and empower as many 
people as possible, especially today’s 
young adults, to become courageous, 
confident goal achievers. 

Her talk will be interspersed 
with inspiring youth success stories, 

including a local one, that she’s 
compiled through interviews with 18-
29 year olds around the globe.

“Anyone can live the life of their 
dreams,” she says, “they just need to 
be shown how.” For more info and 
to RSVP (please!) contact info@
globalyouthproject.org or www.
facebook.com/globalyouthproject.

Joan Posivy will tell you how to be successful, 
March 19 in Slocan.
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submitted
The West Kootenay Permaculture 

Co-op (WKPC) is a community-
based co-operative working to build 
a healthy and resilient region through 
collaboration, education, media and net-
positive initiatives. We are the folks behind 
Kootenay Food, the ‘Homesteading 101’ 
workshop series and the founders of the 
Farm Food Fork conference. The third 
annual conference is hosted this year by the 
Kaslo Food Hub, March 19-20.

Our AGM is April 10 at the Vallican 
Whole and all are invited.

Our kootenayfood.com project is 
helping to grow our local food and farming 

economies by connecting eaters to growers 
and by building communications between 
growers, producers and other stakeholders 
in the region. 

We have developed a wonderful 
monthly newsletter that celebrates 
Kootenay Food. It covers events, 
workshops, news, farm features – even 
seasonal recipes and updates from the many 
agricultural groups and initiatives working 
hard in the entire Kootenay Region. Our 
readership has tripled in the last year alone! 
Folks can sign up to our newsletter on our 
website or at facebook.com/kootenayfood 
and stay connected to the local food scene.

WKPC offers unique, skill-building 

Permaculture Co-op: for everyone who grows or eats
workshop opportunities to our community 
through quality education and hands-on 
training under the Homesteading 101 and 
Farmsteading banners. This May 13-14 
we are thrilled to announce an intensive 
Farmsteading workshop, ‘Growing on 
Farm Profits with Permaculture and 
Holistic Management Foundation’. With 
the support of the Slocan Valley Legacy 
Fund, we are able to bring renowned 
educators Rob and Michelle Avis from 
Verge Permaculture to offer incredibly 
high value education for a significantly 
subsidized cost of only $50 for two days 
of instruction. 

Pre-register now by contacting learn@

kootenayfood.com or our education co-
ordinator Colleen Emery at 226-7744.

Over the past four years WKPC has 
been exploring the food needs of the Slocan 
Valley and developing plans to make good 
food central to the valley economy and 
community. We have been collaborating 
with the W.E. Graham Community Service 
Society (WEGCSS) and talking with both 
the Village of Slocan and the Columbia 
Basin Trust. 

With the funding support of the 
Slocan Valley Economic Development 
Commission we’ll undertake building a 
community food centre in the heart of the 
Slocan Valley that will serve the needs of 

our residents. The food centre will become 
a catalyst for driving a food economy; a 
space for community to gather and thrive 
together; a place for good food; and an 
agritourism epicentre.

For more information on all of the 
above – and more projects under our 
belts – please consider attending the 
WKPC 2016 AGM, Sunday April 10 at 
the Vallican Whole Community Centre at 
11 am. We’ll kick off the afternoon with 
some formalities and presentations about 
our ongoing projects, and then open up the 
floor for a community soap box session, 
allowing participants to share their current 
projects, ideas and undertakings with the 
community. 

We will be offering a local lunch (free 
to members!), and will be serving up one 
of Corky Evan’s juicy turkeys, which was 
won by Sarah Dent of the Young Agrarians, 
then gifted back to us to share with our 
community! 

A co-op share is $10 and our annual 
dues are just $10. Learn how becoming 
a WKP Co-op member benefits you and 
how you can become part of the solution. 

We encourage everyone to join us 
at our AGM. Whether you are a local 
farmer, food producer, permaculturist, 
food advocate, homesteader, member of a 
local food group, or community member 
invested in building resilience, we’d love 
to see you.

submitted
The Province has put together a 

team of experts to fast track the creation 
of a five-year action plan to guide the 
recovery of Kootenay Lake kokanee 
stocks. Kokanee are landlocked sockeye 
salmon and are second only to rainbow 
trout as the most popular game fish in BC.

The provincial government worked 
with First Nations, the Freshwater 

Province moving on kokanee recovery plan
Fisheries Society of BC and the BC 
Wildlife Federation to put together the 
advisory team.

The plan will be posted for public 
review by the end of March and 
implemented before the summer. It 
will also focus on maintaining Gerrard 
and bull trout stocks. Kokanee are the 
main food source for both these fish. 
Right now, the lake has an unusually 

high number of Gerrard trout, which 
is contributing to the steep decline in 
kokanee stocks.

Last fall, provincial biologists 
counted 18,000 spawning kokanee in 
the main body of Kootenay Lake and its 
tributaries, the lowest number since the 
annual count started in 1979. Scientists 
estimate that the fish laid 4.26 million 
eggs, down from a high of 265 million 
eggs in 1981.

The Province has already taken a 
number of steps to address the kokanee 
decline, including:

• Changing fishing regulations to 

decrease kokanee harvest and increase 
Gerrard trout harvest. 

• Initiating an aggressive kokanee 
re-building program. Last year, biologists 
planted 500,000 eggs in Kootenay Lake 
spawning channels and released an 
additional 95,000 fry in 2015. Biologists 
will release another 500,000 fry into the 
lake this spring. 

• Initiating a study of kokanee across 
the province to identify stocks genetically 
suitable for future recovery efforts. 

• Continuing spawning channel 
operations, nutrient restoration and fish 
health testing.

submitted
Last August, when fires were burning 

and smoke filled the air, many people 
started wondering what they would do if 
they had to evacuate. Where would you 
go? What would you take? 

These questions are the inspiration 
for O.H.E.L.P. – Open House for 
Emergency Learning and Preparedness. 
O.H.E.L.P. is co-ordinated by the 
Emergency Social Services volunteer 
team for Kaslo and Area D. 

Personal, family and community 
emergency preparedness creates a 
more resilient community. This event 
brings together response partners to 
demonstrate each agency’s role and show 
how everyone works together during a 
disaster. The event will also explore what 
hazards exist in your neighbourhood and 
what you can do to prepare. 

Event helps you prepare for an emergency
From 10 until 11:30 visit displays 

set up by the Red Cross, Salvation Army, 
Emergency Social/Support Services, fire 
departments, the Village of Kaslo, the 
Regional District of Central Kootenay, 
and others. There’ll be games and prizes 
to test your disaster knowledge. 

At 11:30 there will be a number of 
information sessions by various local 
emergency responders. What to do if 
you’re asked to evacuate from your 
home? Who is in charge of a search for 
a missing person? Who is the fire chief 
and who is the Wildfire Management 
Branch zone officer for our area? What’s 
Kaslo’s evacuation plan? What goes in a 
grab and go kit? 

This is great opportunity to learn 
more about disaster preparedness. The 
event will take place on March 12 from 
10 am – 3 pm at the Kaslo Legion.

submitted
Sheree Plett and Jeremy Eisenhauer 

are working on a new co-written album 
to be released as The Eisenhauers. This 
spring, the Kaslo couple will bring their 
rich compositions of melodic folk songs 
to record in Nashville with Juno Award 
winning producer, Steve Dawson (Old 
Man Luedecke, Bruce Cockburn, Deep 
Dark Woods). But for the first time, they 
will leave the band behind, and record 
as a duo.

Vancouver was home for the couple 
and their three children until the high 
mountains of the Kootenays called them. 
Since moving, a new batch of songs has 
emerged about the small insights they’ve 
gained since leaving behind their busy 
city life. In particular, the content focuses 
on the loss of a family member, and 
the solace one found from the pristine 
wilderness, transforming despair into 
gratitude.

Sheree and Jeremy plan to release the 
album early in 2017, but are working hard 
to generate the funds needed to produce 
the album independently, without the 
help of a record label. A filmed pitch for 
support and a sneak peak at some of the 

Kaslo folk duo recording in Nashville
new songs can be found at https://www.
kickstarter.com/projects/2058424890/
the-eisenhauers-a-new-co-written-album.

Changes coming 
to south valley TV 
submitted

The Slocan Valley TV Society is 
planning an upgrade to improve the 
reliability and quality of free-over-the-air 
TV broadcasting from Playmor Junction 
to the Village of Slocan, with work to be 
completed this spring. Over the next few 
months, the TV Society will install digital 
broadcast equipment on Pedro and Crescent 
Valley towers. The costs of the upgrades 
will be within the current financial capacity 
of the society. Users of the TV service 
who have digital capable televisions will 
not need to make any changes. Users who 
have analogue only televisions will need 
to purchase a new digital converter box 
(which are not expensive). There will be an 
information meeting on March 17 at 7 pm 
at the Passmore Community Hall (3656 
Passmore Old Road). The meeting will 
provide details of the planned improvements 
and any adjustments needed for users of the 
free-over-the air television service.
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BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Your ad could 
be here for only 

$11.00 + GST

ENVIRONMENT

Appointments can be scheduled by contacting 
his Nelson office at 250-352-5135

Dr. Brennan comes to New Denver and Nakusp every week: 
Slocan Community Health Centre on Tuesday Afternoons; 

Arrow Lakes Hospital on Wednesday.  
Offering Chiropractic, Concussion Management, Cold Laser Therapy, 

Custom Orthotics, Auto Injury Care and many more services. 
www.activebalancechiro.ca

Dr. Michael Brennan • Chiropractor
Over 10 years experience

info Open 1 pm to 4:30 pm Tues. to Sat.

Advertise in the 
Valley Voice

It pays!!!
• Call 358-7218 for 

details • 
email: 

valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

CARD OF THANKS

– New Clients Welcome –

COMING EVENTS

AUTOMOTIVE

Your ad could 
be here for only 

$11.00 + GST

FOR RENT

FOR SALE

Your ad could 
be here for only 

$11.00 + GST

HEALTH

BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award 
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza. 
250-353-2282.

2007 PONTIAC WAVE FWD, Auto, 
133,060 km, sunroof. $5,000. 250-358-
2206.

THINKING OF STARTING, buying or 
expanding your own business? If so, call 
Community Futures offers business loans, 
counseling & training; and delivers the 

Self Employment program in the Arrow 
& Slocan Lakes area. For more info leave 
a message at 265-3674 ext. 201 or email 
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.
HAVE YOU ALWAYS DREAMED about 
starting your own business? If so, call 
Community Futures to learn about the free 
Business Plan workshop open to anyone! 
And if you’re eligible, you may also qualify 
for the Self-Employment Program, where 
you will receive ongoing business training 
and coaching and usually financial support 
while you start your business. To learn more 
call 265-3674 ext. 201 or email Nakusp@
futures.bc.ca.

WE WOULD LIKE TO extend a heartfelt 
thank you to the nurses, staff and doctors at 
Minto House. Your caring and compassion 
goes beyond words. Mom (Margy) was 
treated with nothing but love, kindness, 
and dignity to the very end. Once again, 
thank you.

-The Baker and Pender families

SENIORS DROP-IN PROGRAM. 
Every Tuesday and Thursday 10 am - 2 
pm. Silverton Memorial Hall. Socializing, 

CLASSIFIED ADS
Lunch, Workshops and Outings. Open to 
all seniors in the area.
VALLICAN WHOLE - UP CLOSE & 
INTIMATE entertainment series. April 
2~KOOTENAY DIVAS, April 23~LUCAS 
MYERS in CAMPGROUND. $40 for both 
events. Also, limited $25 single advanced 
tickets for Kootenay Divas on sale at www.
VallicanWhole.com  www.Facebook.
com/TheWhole  250-226-7957
SAILING LESSONS/TOURS at Slocan 
Village Beach - Every Sunday & Monday 
mid June-Sept. $60 Per - Teens and Adults. 
Kootenay Catamaran, info - skroby1@
yahoo.com. Cdn Yachting Certification 
available.
ME INC. WORKSHOP - Thinking about 
starting a business? The Basin Business 
Advisors Program will teach you what you 
need to get started at this free workshop 
on March 22 (2-3:30 pm) at the Slocan 
Valley Threads Guild in Winlaw. Register at 
bbaprogram.ca or call 1-855-510-2227.
ST. PADDY’S “VEGAS” NIGHT 
Saturday, March 19 at the Slocan Valley 
Legion Branch 276. Doors open at 5:30 
pm, Casino starts at 6 pm. Fantastic 
Buffet at 7 pm, more Casino at 8 pm. 

Live entertainment. The “Royal Hawaiian 
Hula Dancers” will be back too!! Tickets 
available at Mountain Valley Station in 
Slocan or phone 355-2672 to reserve. 
Tickets: $15 ea. to March 13th $20 after 
March 13th. The Legion welcomes 
members & guests!
AGM – SILVERY SLOCAN Historical 
Society. Saturday, March 19 at 2 pm. To be 
held at the Hidden Garden Gallery.
READY, SET, LEARN! A FREE program 
for parents/caregivers and preschoolers 
ages 3 to 5. Special guest events and 
activities including creative art, science, 
literacy, numeracy, music, movement, 
cooking and much more! Join Julia and 
Lila, 1:00 pm to 3:30 pm, Mondays, April 
4, 11, 18, and 25. Location: Lucerne School 
in the Preschool/StrongStart room. Please 
pre-register. Call Charlene, 250-358-7768, 
or Julia at 250-358-2475, or Lila at 250-
358-7766. Sponsored by SD 10 & Ministry 
of Education.
MEET TWO LOCAL AUTHORS at the 
Slocan Community Library, Sunday, April 3 
at 1 pm. Nelson Miller introduces his Book 
of Cool approaching ‘cool’ as a philosophy 
of life. Elizabeth Blakely shares UFO and 

ET stories, focusing on her fifth book, 
Awake! A Spiritual Primer. No charge.

LARGE 3 BEDROOM upper level 
apartment in Silverton. Washer, Dryer. 
$595/month plus utilities. No Smoking, No 
Pets, References. 250-358-2293. 
MOUNTAIN COTTAGE AVAILABLE 
for spring rentals in March. Weekends, 
weekly or monthly with discounts. 250-231-
2174  www.slocanlakemountaincottage.
com 

AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING 
CONTAINERS 20 ft. and 40 ft. sizes. 
Kootenay Containers. Sales & Rentals. 
Castlegar. 250-365-3014.
TIDY TANK FOR SALE: 120 gal. 
double walled Tidy Tank with hose nozzle 
and electric pump. $1700 OBO. Call 250-
358-7767.

YOGA IN SILVERTON – THE 
INWARD JOURNEY: Monday 9-10:30 
am; Thursday 4-5:30 pm. Honour your 
body by reducing stress, building strength, 
flexibility and balance. Upper story of the 
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HARDWOOD FLOORS 
WHOLESALE

100% CANADIAN PREF. ALUM-OXIDE. ROAK-
MAPLE BISTRO/TAVERN 3 1/4” X 3/4” - $4.39/SF 
– MILL RUN $85 Sel BETTER. NORTH PLANK. 

RL. UP TO 7’ $5.49/SF PLT. – ENG IMPORT 
FROM $3.99/SF PLT. CORK 50+ CHOICES 

FROM $2.59 SF PLT. GLUE DOWN – BAMBOO, 
SLATE FROM $3.99/SF PLT – MOST IN STOCK 

AT JUAN’S 1503 HWY 3A 
THRUMS (CASTLEGAR) BC

250-399-6377 Mon-Sat 8:30 am - 5 pm

mobile (250) 551-TIME (8463)

Jim Pownall 
& Co.

LOG & TIMBER 
FRAME HOMES

Crane Service
New Denver • BC

250-358-2566
jpownall@telus.net

HALL LUMBER 
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat 
10 am to 5 pm

PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd. 

Edgewood, BC

• Registered Septic System 
designer and installer •
• Ready Mix Concrete • 

• Lock Blocks • Drain Rock • 
• Road Crush • Sand & Gravel • 

• Dump Trucks • Excavator • 
• Crusher • Coloured Concrete • 

• Site Preparation •
Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
Ph. 265-4615 • vieirac@telus.net

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN 
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Indoor Garden 
Supplies

Castlegar
250-304-2911

1730 Hwy 3, Selkirk Spring Building
dan@canadiangardensupply.com

Safety, Service, Satisfaction
Installation and maintenance
jim@jemsgas.com

MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION
            TimberFrame Homes
    Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall

Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding

Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales

                 dave@maddentimber.com
                          250 265 1807

Wired by Alex
Electrical Contracting Ltd

Alex Joseph

250-358-7721

Crescent Bay 
Construction Ltd.

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431 
• Email cresbay@telus.net

Leaf Cabinetry
Residential & commercial 

cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC

250.226.7441 
www.leafcabinetry.com

LARRY’S Lawn & Yard Service
• Lawn care • Fall clean-up & removal
• Pruning • Odd jobs • Snow removal 
Call Larry “the lawn guy”

250-265-7281 • 250-358-7772
Serving Silverton to Nakusp & all points in between.

CLASSIFIED ADS

CONSTRUCTION
FOUNDATIONS • ROOFING • RENOVATIONS

Specializing in Timber Framing
Cell: 250-265-8503 Home: 250-269-7280

BONDED Journeyman carpenter • Licenced (Canadian) 
Sub-contractor • Licenced (US) Contractor. 

www.manciaconstruction.ca

Tyler Paynton • 250.777.3654 • silvridgeearthsnow@hotmail.com

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
• Power Trowel • Concrete Finishing

• Concrete Stamping and Acid 
Staining • Forming • Tile Setting

• Cultured & Natural Stone Installation

CREATIVE MASONRY SOLUTIONS 
FOR YOUR HOME AND BUSINESS

           Patrick Baird
            250-354-8562
              elementconcrete.ca

Your ad could 
be here for only 

$11.00 + GST

YARD SALE

SERVICES

WANTED

MEN with BROOMS
CHIMNEY SWEEPS
250-265-4134

Insurance Inspections & Installations 
of  Wood Burning Appliances

WETT Certified • WorkSafe BC
Bonded • Insured

EPONA ENTERPRISES INC.
Meeting all your electrical 

needs with friendly 
professional service. 

Call Ed Kostuch at 250-265-8091

Merrifield 
Accounting+
Personal & Small 
Business TAXES
Daily Bookkeeping

(250) 505 9748
pauljmerrifield@gmail.com

SLOCAN VALLEY 
RECREATION

226-0008 
WWW.RDCK.BC.CA

HELP WANTED

LIVESTOCK

NOTICES

PETS

Business Classifieds 
start at $10.00

Call 250-358-7218 for details
email: valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

Next Valley 
Voice Deadline:

March 4, 
2016

fire hall in Silverton. Only 5 minutes from 
New Denver. Open to all levels. Come 
and share mindfulness and the exultation 
of inner flow.
TRADITIONAL THAI MASSAGE with 
Tyson - Special Intro offer: 2 hour Thai 
massage for $50. Experience an ancient 
physiotherapy method for body/mind 
wellness. Available by appointment in the 
Slocan Valley and Nelson. Tyson Bartel 
250-226-6826 http://www.thaitouch.ca/

WEST KOOTENAY ECOSOCIETY 
seeks Executive Director to lead our 
growing organization. Learn more at www.
ecosociety.ca/jobs
CARE AIDE NEEDED with Care Aide 
Certificate or equivalent for mature disabled 
male. Will train. Reply with brief resume 
to Care Aide, Box 433, New Denver, BC  
V0G 1S0.

Bulls: Registered Luing. Galena Creek 
Ranch. Telephone: 250-346-3100. E-Mail: 
galenacreekranch@telus.net.

FOR INFORMATION ON AA, NA, 
OA, ACOA OR ALANON MEETINGS 
contact in New Denver: 358-7904 or 358-
7158; Nakusp 265-4216; Kaslo 353-2658; 
Slocan 355-2805; South Slocan 226-7705; 
Playmor Junction 359-7310.
www.carpentercreeklastwishessociety.
ca provides information on preplanning 
for death and advice for alternative funeral 
arrangements. Ph: 250-358-2253.
NELSON & AREA ELDER ABUSE 
PREVENTION Resource Centre: 250-
352-6008 preventeldRabuse@sbdemail.
com / www.nelsonelderabuseprevention.
org. Drop-in Wednesdays 12-2 pm, 719 
Vernon Street, Nelson. Nelson and District 
Seniors Coordinating Society.

PERSONALIZED DOG CARE – 
WINLAW. Your dog’s home away from 
home, no kennels, acres of fenced play area 
and river swims. Call now to book your 
dog’s vacation. 1-250-448-6553, www.
barknrollinn.com.
DOES YOUR DOG OR PUPPY frustrate 
you? Would you like to have the dog of your 
dreams? Would you like to confidently go 
anywhere with your dog? We can help. Go 
to www.proudofmydog.ca to find out how.

Spring S.W.E.A.T Workout: Sat’s Apr 
2-May 14, 9-10am, $60 or $10 drop-in, 
Slocan Park Hall.
Emergency First Aid (CPR-C): Sat 
April 2, 8:30am-4:30pm, $105, Crescent 
Valley Hall.
Water Conservation Workshop: Sun 
Apr 3, 1-4pm, $25, Slocan Park Hall.
Yoga & Chair Yoga: Wed’s Apr 6-May 
18, $60 or $12 drop-in, Slocan Park Hall.

SAVE MONEY @ PETER’S WINDOWS 
& DOORS with energy-efficient windows, 
doors and siding by Gentek. We are the 
exclusive dealer of long lasting, high 
performing windows by Gentek. We also 
have lots of wood and metal doors in 
stock. Now selling Gentek siding. 1-250-
399-0079.
GERRY CONWAY  – Journeyman 
carpenter/builder. 250-265-3163.
H I G H - S P E E D  S A T E L L I T E 
INTERNET. Local installer. Introductory 
offer $29.99. 1-800-319-9210.
SATELLITE & AV TECHNICIAN - 
installation, service & repair, Shaw, Telus, 
Bell, Xplornet; home & business, audio/

video systems, Wi-Fi networks, data wiring 
- quality expertise: TJF WORKS - James, 
250-226-7236 / 505-8392
SUE MISTRETTA, M.A. offers online 
counseling and counseling sessions in 
Silverton and Winlaw offices. Contact 
www.handandsoul.ca or 358-2177.

WANTED TO RENT – a place in New 
Denver for sometime in March or April 
for a mature, non-smoking woman. I have 
sold my home and wish to live in town. 
Please call MYRNA VARALEAU at 250-
358-2426.
WANTED: VIDEO CASSETTE for JVC 
Camcorder. Call 250-358-7236.

SATURDAY MARCH 12 - 9755 Hwy 
6, Edgewood: Farm downsizing sale. 
Shop tools, generator, household, misc. 
equipment. 9am-4pm.

submitted
The new Forest Enhancement 

Society of BC, supported by $85 million 
in government funding, will focus its 
efforts on wildfire risk reduction to 
complement the ministry’s existing 
forest stewardship programs and wildfire 
suppression capabilities, says Forests, 
Lands and Natural Resource Operations 
Minister Steve Thomson. He provided 
details in his keynote speech at the 
Association of BC Forest Professionals 
AGM in February.

The new society will concentrate its 
activities on the following:

• Wildfire risk reduction: Fuel 
management activities such as thinning, 
pruning and removing woody debris 
from forests, especially those impacted 
by the mountain pine beetle infestation, 
to reduce wildfire risks in key areas. 

• Forest rehabilitation: Clearing 
stands damaged by wildfire, or at high 
risk from wildfire, and reforesting them.

• Wildlife habitat restoration: 
Designing fuel management and forest 
rehabilitation activities to promote 
desired wildlife habitat characteristics.

• FireSmart program: Raising 
awareness among local governments 
and rural property owners about steps 
they can take to protect their homes 
from wildfire.

The Strategic Wildfire Prevention 
Initiative, administered by the Union of 
BC Municipalities, focuses on reducing 

Government creates new forest society 
the wildfire risk in the two-kilometre 
wildland-urban interface surrounding 
communities. 

Local forest products businesses 
will have opportunities to purchase the 
timber, roadside debris and other forest 
fibre resulting from these activities, at 
market prices. This will, in turn, support 
rural employment.

The inaugural board meeting of 
the society will take place in March. 
The society’s immediate goals will be 
to set short-term priorities and engage 
with stakeholders. As part of Budget 
2016, the ministry’s Land Based 
Investment Strategy will see an increase 
of $12 million for 2016-17. Most of 
the increase will go toward Forests for 
Tomorrow, translating into increased 
fertilization of 8,000 to 20,000 hectares 
and providing for additional surveys 
and site preparation to plant 28 million 
seedlings annually by 2019-20.
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Support the Valley Voice with 
a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30 

Open Tuesday - Saturday
10:30 am - 4:30 pm

Closed Sunday & Monday
Main Street, New Denver

250-358-2178

WINTER HOURS
9 AM - 9 PM

Kaslo Clothes Hanger

Open Thurs - Sun

Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area. 
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

New Market Foods
518 6th Ave • New Denver
250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290

email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm
Certified by the Province of BC to test drinking water

H. A. Benson Inc.
Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0

Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: howard@habenson.ca

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY Bikes, Skis, 
Snowshoes

Sales and 
Maintenance 

Call Shon
250-265-3332

shonsbs@gmail.com

GIFTS

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription
Only $10-$30 

Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0

Personal Classifieds 
start at $8.00

Call 250-358-7218 for details
email: valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

HEALTH FOOD

ORGANIC PRODUCE • NATURAL 
MEDICINES • VITAMINS  • SUPPLEMENTS  

AND MORE

Rutabagas
Whole Foods Market

New Denver, BC  
316 Main Street
250-358-7900

FLOWERS
Fresh Floral Arrangements  

                   by Darlene
Green Acres Ventures

Weddings & Everyday Flowers
Delivery available 250-265-1379

email: greenacres@live.ca • www.greenacresnakusp.ca

358-7769

AVA’S  
Hair Studio

F a r  r i g h t  e n t r a n c e  o f  t h e  W i l d  R o s e  B u i l d i n g  i n  R o s e b e r y

OPEN YEAR-ROUND

HAIR

COMMUNITY

Your ad could 
be here for only 

$11.00 + GST

submitted
Selkirk College has opened 

up additional classroom space and 
created the new Applied Research and 
Innovation Centre (ARIC) in Castlegar. 
There will be an official grand opening 
for the new ARIC building on March 
31.

Before the start of the fall semester, 
the Geographic Information Systems 
(GIS) program, the Selkirk Geospatial 
Research Centre (SGRC) and the 
Columbia Basin Rural Development 
Institute (RDI) moved to the former 
Professional Aviation building at the 
airport. The new campus facility is 
located just minutes from the main 
Castlegar campus.

With robust enrolment, interest in 
more classroom space and the need for 
shared space of the applied research 
teams, the School of Environment 

Selkirk College opens new Applied Research and Innovation Centre
and Geomatics, SGRC and the RDI 
put forward a proposal to transform 
the former aviation building into a 
new centre for learning, research and 
innovation.

The 20-plus students of the 
Selkirk’s Advanced Diploma in 
GIS and Bachelor of GIS programs 

began taking classes at the building in 
September. 

“We have every reason to be 
excited about the move and every 
need to be respectful of the importance 
the aviation program played in our 
college’s past,” says Andrews. “It’s 
going to be great to see the legacy of 

learning continue in this important 
Selkirk College location.”

The building required very little 
renovation for the move and was cost 
effective. The move has freed up needed 
space at the main Castlegar Campus for 
offices and for some student services 
to move to more accessible locations.

submitted
The  RDCK wi l l  r e s ume 

operational fuel treatments the first 
week of March to mitigate the risk 
of wildfire.

The Chatfield Road project in 
Crescent Valley is a 13-hectare 
project on Crown land. Access to 
the area will be restricted to enable 
crews to work safely. Closure signs 
will be in place.

The 13.7 hectare Morning 

RDCK resumes fuel treatments to mitigate wildfires
Mountain regional park will also be 
treated. As this is a popular mountain 
biking area, trails were closed to allow 
crews to begin work March 1. Crews 
will work as quickly as possible to 
limit the time the trails are closed.

Crews will cut small understory 
trees, prune taller trees, and clean 
up woody debris from the forest 
floor. These measures will reduce the 
amount of fuel available and limit 
the possibility of forest fires reaching 

residences, infrastructure and other 
assets.

Fuel treatments are shown to 
reduce the likelihood of catastrophic 
wildfire while improving forest 
health. Such treatments are part of the 
RDCK community wildfire protection 
planning and are funded through the 
Union of BC Municipalities’ Strategic 
Wildfire Prevention Program, local 
RDCK directors, and the Columbia 
Basin Trust.
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SPRING GRANTS 
FUNDED BY REC. 

COMM. #6
NON-PROFIT GROUPS 

for Villages of New Denver, 
Silverton and Area H.

APPLICATIONS AVAILABLE AT:
Village of New Denver and Silver-
ton Offices or email reccomm6@

gmail.com for applications or 
information.

Applications close 
April 1, 2016

Friday and Saturday March 18th and 19th

Community Garage Sale! 
Silverton – the old Grocery Store

10:00 – 4:00 Friday and 10:00 – 3:00 Saturday
Want to sell your items????

$20.00 a table at Silverton Bigway. Only 8 spaces left! 
Call Michelle 205 -777-1104 to reserve a space.

Sellers can bring items in at 8:00 am on Friday
All unsold items must be out of the building by 4:00 on Saturday 

24 years of Winter Blues Boogies!!!!
Who do we have to thank? Barb and Dick.

Most of those years have been to the benefit 
of the Pre School!

Many Thanks to those of you who dance your 
socks off and big hugs to Barb and Dick

Slocan Lake Early Learning Society

by Sheri Walsh
“It’s time to do your homework,” 

School District 8 Secretary-Treasurer 
Kim Morris told a roomful of about 40 
parents plus teachers and principals at 
Mt. Sentinel Secondary School on March 
2 after she laid out the results of scoring 
13 of 26 potential reconfigurations of the 
four Slocan Valley schools. 

Rebuilding Winlaw Elementary 
topped the list, followed by renovating 
Winlaw, and then closing Winlaw and 
moving all students into WE Graham. 
Seven of the next ten scenarios involved 
closing WE Graham and moving students 
to Winlaw, Brent Kennedy and Mt 
Sentinel in various configurations, while 
keeping the status quo, adding a portable 
to Winlaw Elementary, and having K-3 at 
Winlaw and moving grades 4-6 to WE 
Graham rounded out the list. 

Of the six scenarios in the Kaslo/
Crawford Bay family of schools, closing 
Jewett School and moving K-3 students 
to the community hall and grades 4-5 
students to JVH scored the highest. 
The second ranked scenario is to close 
Jewett, followed by closing Jewett and 

SD8 Facilities Plan: Scoring results for Slocan Valley and Kaslo families of schools
opening a community space for distance 
learning. Status quo came fourth. The last 
two were to reconfigure Crawford Bay 
Elementary Secondary to K-9 and have 
students attend JVH for grades 10-12, and 
to reconfigure Jewett to a K-3.

In 2014, the Kootenay Lake Board 
of Education began a review of all of its 
schools to develop a long-term plan to 
address declining enrolment, which is 
resulting in under-utilized schools as well 
as deteriorating physical conditions of 
older schools and mounting maintenance 
costs. One of the primary goals of 
the plan is to transfer money used for 
operating, maintaining and repairing 
school buildings to the classroom to 
improve learning conditions for students. 

Just over a year ago, the public was 
invited to submit scenarios for school 
configurations, and 92 proposals were 
received for the five families of schools 
in the district. Of those, 50 which met the 
initial thresholds established by senior 
administrative staff were scored.

At the Slocan Valley meeting, 
numerous thoughtful questions from the 
audience delighted Superintendent Jeff 

Jones and kept the presentation going 
for over two hours. Slocan Valley Trustee 
Sharon Nazaroff and Slocan Village 
Councillor Madeleine Perriere were 
very pleased with the turnout and lively 
discussion. Following the presentation, 
many participants reviewed the detailed 
data and continued to talk with school 
and district staff.

Data presented included school 
enrolment projections, an analysis of the 
physical condition of each school and 
the complex scoring used to evaluate 
each proposed scenario according to 
16 different economic, educational, 
operational and strategic criteria. 

If there are no changes to Slocan 
Valley schools over the next six years, 
Winlaw enrolment is projected to 
greatly exceed its capacity, WE Graham 
enrolment is expected to continue to be 
significantly below its capacity, while 
Brent Kennedy and Mt. Sentinel capacity 
is projected to be at 92 percent and 75 
percent respectively. Furthermore, the 
physical condition of Winlaw Elementary 
is approaching the point where rebuilding 
the school will make more economic 

sense than continuing to spend money on 
maintenance and capital repairs.

Morris stressed that the Board is 
entering the planning process with no 
specific outcomes or preconceived 
solutions. She further stressed that the 
information presented was just that – 
information only – and that the top ranked 
scenarios would not necessarily become 
part of the final district plan, especially 
if they involved rebuilding several new 
schools throughout the district because 
sufficient funding from the Province 
would not be available. 

The public is invited to submit their 
feedback about the scenario scoring 
process by email to facilities@sd8.bc.ca 
until March 28. District staff will take the 
feedback into consideration as they draft 
the plan. Presentation of the draft plan will 
begin on March 30 at Winlaw Elementary 
and continue throughout the district, 
ending in Kaslo on April 7. Feedback 
on the draft plan will be accepted until 
April 30, after which the plan will be 
finalized and approved by the board. 

Implementation of the plan will be phased 
in over several years, beginning with the 
least disruptive changes for students. All 
of the data, presentations, scenarios and 
upcoming meeting schedules are posted 
at http://www.sd8.bc.ca/?p=3507.

by Kathy Hartman
On March 3 in Vancouver, the 

prime minister and 13 first ministers 
of Canada’s provinces and territories 
signed on to the Vancouver Declaration 
on Clean Growth and Climate Change, 
a framework for a plan to tackle the 
climate crisis. The plan is to be finalized 
by October, and promises engagement 
with the public and First Nations. 

The Declaration expresses a 
commitment to showing true leadership 
to tackle climate change by “recognizing 
that the cost of inaction is greater than 
the cost of action with regard to GHG 
emissions mitigation and adaptation to 
the impacts of climate change.”

However, Trudeau has also made 
it clear that the federal government is 
committed to burning more Canadian oil 
and gas in order to pay for the transition 
to a fossil free economy.

At a Leadership Summit for 
Sustainable Business in Vancouver the 
day before the Vancouver Declaration 
was hammered out, Prime Minister 
Trudeau made several statements 
concerning Canada’s fossil fuel industry 
and the part it will play in “building our 
clean growth economy.” 

During press conferences, 
he referred to “faster and cleaner 
extraction processes” and “safer and 
more responsible pipelines.” He stated 
that the “choice between pipelines 
and wind turbines is a false one... we 
must also continue to generate wealth 
from our abundant natural resources 
to fund this transition to a low-carbon 
economy.”

This has produced strong responses 
from a variety of Canadians concerned 
about climate change and our promise 
to keep to Canada’s 1.5 degree Celsius 
commitment in Paris.

Sustainable Canada Dialogues, a 
network of Canadian climate scholars 
from across the country, argues 
that investing in an expensive and 
declining infrastructure at this time 
does not make financial or moral sense. 
“Energy infrastructure lasts decades; 

Canadian first ministers agree to climate plan framework
Trudeau announces plan to burn fossil fuels to pay for transition to green economy

our investments lock in development 
along specific pathways. Pipelines and 
oil sands plants require multi-decade 
time frames to pay off capital costs. 
Continued investment in oil extraction 
and transportation locks Canada into 
carbon intensive energy for decades.” 

They calculate the current cost of the 
two main pipelines, Kinder Morgan and 
Energy East, would require a $120 billion 
investment at a time when oil prices are 
at their lowest. They strongly encourage 
Trudeau to invest in the booming green 
technology and infrastructure as a safer 
and wiser investment.

Tzeporah Berman, former co-
director of Greenpeace and co-founder 
of ForestEthics, had a similar response. 
“There is no question we need a strong 
economy to lead in the low carbon 
transition — but economically, the oil to 
tidewater argument is eroding,” Berman 
said. “We need to evaluate infrastructure 
based on a global market analysis 
consistent with our country’s ambition 

of ensuring a two degree climate safe 
world.”

Elizabeth May, Green Party Leader, 
responded with other suggestions to fund 
the transition to a carbon free economy. 
She suggests that the cheapest way 
to bring down emissions is through 
conservation and that this newly 
announced infrastructure money should 
be tied to climate change initiatives. 
May reminds us that in January of last 
year, in a speech in Vancouver, Trudeau 
announced he would phase out subsidies 
to the fossil fuel industry and re-invest 
it in clean technology. She reported that 
the Overseas Development Institute 
calculates Canada’s total federal and 
provincial subsidies for the petroleum 
industry was close to $3.6 billion in the 
2013-14 fiscal year. She finished with 
a plea for all Canadians to engage with 
the federal government and express 
their views on how they want to see the 
transition to a carbon-free economy be 
funded.

Prime Minister Trudeau addresses the nation about climate change.
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Paul John James Allard (Jackie or 
Jack) was born on the 26 of 
April 1932, in Nakusp and died 
in the Minto House in 
Nakusp, March 2nd, 2016. 

Jack is survived by his wife 
of 59 years, Marlene 
(Hicks), and children: 
Richard (Deb Cameron), 
Brenda (Doug McQuair), 
Lorne (MIchelle), Elaine 
(Jeff Carlson) and Wayne 
(Selena Rupp), 12 
grandchildren and 7 great 
grand children. 

Jack was predeceased by his parents John and Helen (Fuller) 
Allard, 2 sisters: Louise (Jim Robson) and Leone (Arnie 

Gustafson) and grandson, Trinity McQuair. 

 A memorial tea will be held in Jack’s honour at the 
Nakusp Senior Citizen’s Hall, March 12th at 
1:00 pm. In lieu of flowers, donations may 

be made to Minto House or Arrow Lakes 
Historical Society as an expression of 

sympathy.

OBITUARY

Open Sun. 11-3 • 411 Kootenay St, Nelson

submitted
Put on your glad rags and hang 

on to your hats, the Kootenay Divas 
are coming to the Vallican Whole 
Community Centre on Saturday, 
April 2. These six women have 
performed together only three times, 
twice at the Nelson Capitol and 
once at the Kaslo JazzFest, and 
already their reputation has grown to 
almost mythic proportions. Making 
the mix even more magical, they 
are backed by six of the area’s 
finest instrumentalists. This stellar 
performance is Part Two of the 
Whole’s new Up Close and Intimate 

The Divas are coming! 
series. 

As Jimi Holland, longtime 
executive director of the Kaslo 
JazzFest, says, “By luck or design, no 
matter how you shake it, a Kootenay 
Divas performance is an experience 
that comes along too seldom. Some 
of our own homegrown artists that 
rival the best – it just don’t get much 
better!”

The Kootenay Divas are JUNO 
nominee Melody Diachun, the 
Slocan Valley’s own Bo Conlan, the 
oh-so-versatile Bessie Wapp, genre 
bender Laura Landsberg, Sydney 
Black, and Aryn Sheriff, touted in 

Inside Blues as “the woman outfront 
with the big voice, who can serve up 
Janis Joplin with a side of Big Mama 
Thornton.”  They are a multi-faceted 
group, representing a wide range of 
musical styles: jazz, blues, R’n’B, 
soul, gospel, and show tunes.

To top this off, these six 
inspirational vocalists are backed 
by Marvin Walker on drums, Mark 
Spielman on bass, Doug Stephenson 
on guitar, Tom Thomson on keys, 
Tim Bullen on trumpet, and Clinton 
Swanson on saxophone.

This presentation follows 
the Whole’s hugely successful 
Love... and all that Jazz cabaret on 
Valentine’s Day. As one audience 
member at that event said, “This 
is better than what you’d get in 
Vancouver for hundreds of dollars 
... the atmosphere, the quality of the 
music...!” A memorable evening 
with the Divas is sure to deliver more 
of this standard of entertainment. 

Doors open at 7 pm, performance 
begins at 8 pm.

Tickets for the Up Close and 
Intimate series at the Whole, The 
Kootenay Divas April 2, and  
Lucas Myers in Campground on 
April 23 are available at www.
VallicanWhole.com or call 226-
7957 and we’ll get back to you. 

Just for the Divas, it’s $25; a 
two-event pass costs $40. 

 
The oh-so-versatile Bessie Wapp, just one of 

six astounding Kootenay Divas


