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Protest camp prevents NACFOR from work at Summit Lake

by Jan McMurray
A protest camp and blockade
was set up on Thursday, February
18 a short way up the Summit Lake
Forest Service Road. Residents of
New Denver, Nakusp, and Area
K opposed to NACFOR’s road
construction and logging plans in
Western Toad habitat at Summit
Lake are maintaining the camp. The
Western Toad is a blue-listed species
in BC.
Nakusp and Area Community
Forest (NACFOR) Project Manager
Frances Swan said she, NACFOR’s
Hugh Watt, and the logging supervisor
and road building contractor were
“going to check out snow conditions
and look at the sites” for planning
purposes Thursday morning when
they encountered the camp. “We
pulled up and talked with protesters
very civilly and asked if we could
have access. They said ‘no,’ so we
chatted a bit more and then came
back to the office,” said Swan. She
added that the road had been plowed
out the week before in preparation for
road construction.
When asked what NACFOR
plans to do now in light of the protest
camp and blockade, Swan said they
are working on a plan that will have
to be approved by the NACFOR
board of directors and the Village,
which owns the community forest
company.
Eloise Charet, protest camp
spokesperson, said protesters would
like to see NACFOR’s Summit
Lake tenure replaced to make way
for an expansion of Summit Lake
Provincial Park to encompass the
toads’ forest habitat.
“We want a win-win situation,”
said Charet. “This forest is
provincially significant toad
habitat, and it’s only 6.8 percent of
NACFOR’s total tenure. We’d like to
see this small portion of their tenure
re-located so this forest can be added
to the park.”
Swan says that a park expansion

would be a government issue. “If
indeed the toad population at Summit
Lake needs to be protected, it needs
to be protected in legislation, which
is beyond the scope of the community
forest. That’s a government issue,”
she said. “Meanwhile, we’ve got
some obligation to meet our annual
allowable cut and Summit Lake is
part of our chart area.”
Swan says there are many factors
impacting the toads at Summit Lake,
including private land development,
recreational activities and facilities,
the highway bisecting their seasonal
habitats, and past logging. “I agree
logging is part of the whole picture,
but it’s not the only thing threatening
the toads,” she said. “There are other
more critical factors, I think.”
Swan believes that the ongoing
toad research is “really great.
That’s what we need. Building
our knowledge is a good start.
Understanding how they interact
with their habitat and learning more
is critical.”
NACFOR has contributed
$10,000 in each of the past two
years towards government research
on the toads’ forest habitat. They also
provided field support to the research
team last summer. The research
team has drafted a best management
practices document that NACFOR
intends to follow, and has identified
habitat features that will be protected
during the logging.
A recent report on the issue
by Wayne McCrory, conservation
biologist, supports the protesters’
park expansion concept. “For
Summit Lake, given the high public
profile, the provincial significance
of the toad population, its blue-listed
status and the model research leading
to successful highway mortality
mitigation, it is very surprising
that MFLNRO has not seriously
considered the option of protection
of core terrestrial habitat on the
Summit Lake south side to provide
the most optimum protection for

the Summit Lake toad population,”
he says.
McCrory points out the
unfortunate timing of NACFOR
being granted its licence area in
2008, two years before the research
began that revealed the importance of
NACFOR’s chart area as toad habitat,
and before we learned the provincial
significance of the Summit Lake toad
population.
He also points out that a
government park expansion proposal
for Summit Lake Provincial Park
has been on the books since about
1997, well before the 2010 research
began. Not surprisingly, then, the
park expansion proposal includes
only a very small portion of the
toads’ forest habitat. “If history had
worked out differently, … perhaps
the terrestrial habitats on the south
slopes of Summit Lake would have
been more included in the [proposed]

park expansion,” McCrory says in
the report.
McCrory says that protection
of “core terrestrial habitat” is
recommended in scientific literature
for amphibians, and suggests that
the existing park expansion proposal
be enlarged to include much of
NAFOR’s Summit Lake tenure,
which he estimates as “core terrestrial
habitat.”
The Wilderness Committee,
Canada’s largest membership-based,
citizen-funded wilderness protection
group, has also taken an interest
in this issue. Gwen Barlee of the
Wilderness Committee says the
Ministry of Environment published
a management plan for the Western
Toad in September 2014 and one of
the recommendations is to “maintain
as much forest habitat as possible
adjacent to breeding sites to allow
for hibernation, foraging and other

essential life functions.”
“Nakusp could be the town that
saves the toads,” she said. “We want
to show how we can do logging
right. It’s not responsible to log in
core toad habitat. Summit Lake
Park is tiny, created before we knew
the significance of the forest habitat
for the toads. It’s always been on
the books to expand the park, so we
encourage that expansion to include
the forested habitat on the mountain.”
Barlee adds that she finds it
“interesting” that the Ministry of
Transportation has called the Summit
Lake toad migration “among the
greatest wildlife migrations in
the world” and has, along with
other ministries and organizations,
contributed hundreds of thousands
of dollars to see them safely cross
the highway, while the Ministry of
Forests allows logging in core toad
habitat.

A protest camp has been set up on Summit Lake Forest Service Road to stop the Nakusp Community Forest’s logging operations in western toad habitat.
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Open house on South Slocan bridge project at MSSS March 1
by Jan McMurray
The proposal to remove the
bridge on Hwy 3A over the rail
line at South Slocan and replace it
with fill to create a roadway has the
Slocan Valley Heritage Trail Society
and South Slocan residents rallying
together to call for a tunnel.

ECHOLOCATION

In order to locate an object, bats emit
regular intense high-pitched calls (which
humans can’t hear) and then listen for
the sound and timing of the echoes.
From that, they can determine the range,
size and type of objects in front of them
and whether it is flying and how fast. The
US Navy improves their sonar systems
by studying bats.
slocanlakess.com

An open house about the project
will be held at Mt. Sentinel School
on March 1 from 4 to 8 pm, hosted
by the Ministry of Transportation
and Infrastructure.
“A tunnel would offer a safer,
more easily available access point to
the Slocan Valley Rail Trail and help
us to link with future trail routes. As
well, it will allow local residents
to continue having a safe walking
route,” said Craig Lawrence of the
Slocan Valley Heritage Trail Society
(SVHTS).
Currently, people walk along the
rail line under the bridge to safely get
to the other side of the highway, and
to access recreational opportunities
such as the rail trail, Slocan Pool,
Kootenay Canal, and the local
tobagganing hill. Without a tunnel,
that access will be lost.

Colin Payne, South Slocan
resident, said he’s happy that the
project will fix up a dangerous
section of highway, particularly
the turnoff to Lower South Slocan,
“but the plan to fill it in and not put
a tunnel through will significantly
impact our neighbourhood. I use it
close to every day. Without it, our
only option is to take our toddler and
infant and two dogs and walk across
a really busy section of the highway
where the cars are going 80-100 km
an hour.” He added that the land
under the bridge is also a wildlife
corridor for bear, deer, and elk.
Lawrence explained that the
SVHTS manages the rail line all the
way to South Slocan, where it meets
the mainline between Nelson and

Castlegar. The society would like to
create a parking area and trailhead
at this southernmost terminus of
the trail, on the south side of the
highway below the Dam Inn. This
is a safer location than the current
South Slocan trailhead opposite the
Dam Inn on the north side of the
highway. A solid roadway would
render this project useless, as it
would cut off the one-km section
of trail on the south side of the
highway.
Lawrence also points out that
the Slocan Valley Rail Trail has
been designated a spur line of the
Trans Canada Trail, which will run
on the mainline between Nelson
and Castlegar. “We see a very real
long-term possibility of developing

a connection with that trail with very
minimal highway use, if a tunnel
exists to complete that connection,”
he says.
Peter Wood of South Slocan
also pointed out that the community
has a water main and a fire hydrant
that will have to be taken into
consideration in the project plans.
A Ministry of Transportation and
Infrastructure spokesperson said the
open house would be an opportunity
for people to see the project plans and
provide comments. “The ministry is
committed to gathering feedback
from this information session and
working with stakeholders and other
levels of government to ensure that
long-term trail options in the area
are considered.”

South Slocan residents gather under the bridge that is slated to be removed and replaced with fill, which would cut short their walking trail and
deny safe pedestrian passage to the other side of the highway. The project would also cut the Slocan Valley Rail Trail short by about one kilometre.

Consider ‘The Spirit in the Landscape’ at Convergence Writers’ Weekend
submitted
Registration is now open for the
third Convergence Writers’ Weekend in
Silverton May 13-14. Featured will be
best-selling environmental memoirist
and fiction writer Sharon Butala, and
non-fiction author and native land claims
expert J. Edward Chamberlin.
The event, at Silverton Memorial
Hall, will feature talks and writers’
workshops conducted by the two
featured authors, plus a panel

Our valley’s green
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• Fresh
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• Wholesome
1290 Hwy #6
Crescent Valley
250-359-7323
Open daily (Closed X’mas
& New Year’s day)

discussion. Cost for the weekend is
$35. More information is available
at www.heartsrest.com/convergence/
convergence-writers-retreat; to register,
email convergence@heartsrest.com
The theme of this year’s weekend,
‘The Spirit in the Landscape,’ looks
at the deep connection with nature
that many Kootenay residents report
experiencing. Butala, from Calgary,
is best known for her memoir The
Perfection of the Morning about her time
on a ranch in southern Saskatchewan.
Her most recent novel is Wild Rose
(2015).
Chamberlin, from Halfmoon Bay,
BC, has been on faculty at the University
of Toronto since 1970. His books
include If This Is Your Land, Where
Are Your Stories?: Finding Common
Ground (2003), which explores how
stories and songs locate people in a
landscape, and A Covenant in Wonder
with the World: The Power of Stories

and Songs (2012).
Butala and Chamberlin will speak
Friday night, May 13, followed by
a Q & A. Their talk is open to the
public for a $5 admission, as well as
to conference registrants. On Saturday,
May 14, Butala will conduct a threehour writers’ workshop in the morning,
and Chamberlin will conduct a similar
workshop in the afternoon. A Saturday
evening panel discussion will feature the
two guest authors plus New Denverites
Therese DesCamp, a United Church
Minister and co-founder of the Heart’s
Rest Retreat Centre and the Slocan Lake
Stewardship Society, and Sean Arthur
Joyce, a journalist, poet and social
historian, whose most recent books
include Laying the Children’s Ghosts
to Rest: Canada’s Home Children in
the West (2014).
Previous Convergence Writers’
Weekends were held in New Denver in
2012 and 2013.
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Interior Health: monitoring hospital infection rates
80 percent of common infections are
spread by healthcare workers, patients
and visitors. Proper hand hygiene
can significantly reduce the spread of
infection. Best practices in preventing
infection can reduce the risk of some
infections to close to zero. The severity
is greatest among those who are elderly,
very young, have weakened immune
systems or have one or more chronic
conditions.”
One factor affecting this increase is
the phenomenon of antibiotic resistance.
“C. difficile is a particular problem for
people already on antibiotics,” notes
the Public Health Agency of Canada.
“Antibiotics kill many of the normal
‘good’ bowel bacteria, allowing C.
difficile to multiply and produce the
toxins that damage the bowel and
cause diarrhea. Since the spores are
resistant to alcohol, washing hands
with soap and water is recommended
over alcohol hand rubs in healthcare
facilities experiencing outbreaks of C.
difficile. In the early 1940s, penicillin
was completely effective in treating S.
aureus. However, after this antibiotic
became widely used, the microorganism
quickly adapted and became penicillinresistant. In the early 1960s, the antibiotic
methicillin was introduced and shortly
after that MRSA emerged.”
Clearly, it’s a complex problem.
Some studies in the UK have noted an
increase in HAIs when hospital-cleaning
staff is cut back or privatized. The
Canadian Union of Public Employees
(CUPE) notes that, “hospital spending
on support services in Canada fell from
26 percent of total budgets in 1976
to 16 percent in 2002. Most of those
cuts applied to staffing, with cleaning
departments taking a major hit. Clinical
studies and audits have linked healthcareassociated infection outbreaks with
understaffing, increased workload,
high turnover, and inadequate training.”
Interior Health however employs its own
cleaning and maintenance staff.
Another issue at play is the individual
health of patients at the time they’re
treated in hospital. Those with immunecompromised conditions are obviously at
higher risk of developing an HAI or SSI.

PHOTO CREDIT: INTERIOR HEALTH

by Art Joyce
Are our hospitals safe? With
healthcare associated infections
(HAIs) on the rise across Canada, it’s
increasingly a challenge for hospital
management. Hospitals within the
Interior Health jurisdiction have HAIs
generally consistent with national
rates, at between one to two percent
of patients. East Kootenay Regional
Hospital in Cranbrook and Kootenay
Boundary Regional Hospital (KBRH)
in Trail, however, have rated above
average in recent years for HAIs. Interior
Health tracks infection rates closely,
publishing an annual report and working
closely with its Infection Prevention and
Control Team to address HAI trends
quickly.
According to the Public Health
Agency of Canada, it’s estimated that
220,000 infections are acquired in
hospitals each year in Canada, resulting
in 8,000 deaths. Between 30 and 50
percent of HAIs are preventable, making
an infection prevention and control
program an essential component of
hospital management. There are about
20 Infection Prevention and Control
Practitioners employed by Interior
Health; Joanne Tench holds the position
at KBRH. Jane Cusden, Acute Health
Services Director at KBRH, says it’s
important to compare a hospital with its
own HAI trends rather than with other
hospitals.
“Because then we can drill down
and see when is it occurring, where is
it occurring,” explains Cusden. “Our
infection control team is addressing the
fact that we have a little bit of an upward
trend in 2014-15, in SSIs (surgical site
infections), and we’ve looked closely
at the unit staff and the surgeons, and
put in several efforts to decrease that
infection rate.”
According to the Public Health
Agency of Canada, mortality rates
for HAIs such as Clostridium difficile
infections have more than tripled in
Canada since 1997. The healthcareassociated methicillin-resistant
Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA)
infection rate increased more than
1,000 percent from 1995 to 2009. “About

Jane Cusden, Acute Health Services Director at KBRH and Joanne Tench, Infection Prevention
and Control Practitioner at KBRH, demonstrate the importance of using the hand hygiene
station in our hospitals.

In some cases, doctors may prescribe a
pre-operative course of antibiotics, but
Cusden warns that over-use of antibiotics
is contributing to the problem. She says
that rates of CDI and MRSA seem to
also be increasing within the community,
creating increased exposure in healthcare
facilities. As noted by the Public Health
Agency of Canada, “Not all individuals
exposed to the infectious agent become
infected and sick. Instead, they may
become colonized. Since most colonized
individuals have no symptoms, they are
unaware they are carrying the infectious
agents.” For some bacteria and viruses,
the number of colonized people is much
higher than the number of those who
are sick.
It’s therefore important, says
Cusden, not to visit people in hospital or
residential care when you’re sick. Even
holding a loved one’s hand can transmit
the bacteria. Anti-microbial soaps aren’t
the answer; they’ve been proven to
increase bacterial resistance. Regular
soap and thorough hand washing is
fine. Canada joined the Global Patient
Safety Challenge in 2006 and later
launched the Canadian Patient Safety
Institute’s (CPSI) Stop! Clean Your
Hands program. You’ll see hand hygiene
stations with this slogan at the entrance
to IH hospitals; Cusden urges anyone
entering a hospital to use them.
“In the area of hand hygiene for staff
we’re continually auditing that,” she
says. “I think in our most recent audit it
was 80 percent. Obviously we’d like to
aim for 100 percent.”
When asked if KBRH might be
experiencing ‘sick building’ syndrome,
where moulds or pathogens become
difficult or impossible to dislodge,
Cusden and Tench say older buildings
like Trail’s hospital can be a challenge.

Tench has high praise for the hospital’s
maintenance and cleaning departments.
“Any time we find any kind of mould in
the building we’ve done a really good job
cleaning it up and we’ve got almost all of
the asbestos out of the building. The area
is closed off so they can do the proper
renovations to get rid of it.”
“We are an older building so we
don’t appear sparkling clean but we
have excellent cleaning processes and
I’m confident we’re a clean hospital,”
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says Cusden.
NEXT ISSUE: Part Two: Coping
with Surgical Site Infections
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SLOCAN VALLEY ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION
2016 meeting schedule
April 6 - New Denver,
Knox Hall, 7 pm
June 29 - Crescent Valley,
Fire Hall, 7 pm
Oct.12 - Slocan Village,
Council Chambers, 6 pm
-unless posted otherwise.
All meetings are open to the public.
For more information: 250-226-0064/ slocanvalleyedc@gmail.com
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OPINION

Rosebery to
Summit Lake
Trail

Perhaps all people are better at
being against something than they
are at taking positive steps toward
accomplishing something. The
Rosebery to Summit Lake Rail Trail
Steering Committee has taken the
positive steps toward bringing the
community together with a plan for
the trail. They have worked hard
to get our opinions and propose a
compromise which the community
has endorsed through a vote. I
applaud them. This trail goes through
some environmentally sensitive and
historically important areas that we
would all be sad to see destroyed.
Let’s keep working together in a
positive way to protect it.
Susan Johnson
Rosebery

Water scarcity

As the climate continues to
change and each successive year
breaks records for the warmest year
in recorded history, water scarcity
becomes a growing concern. A recent
study points to the growing risk of
worldwide water shortages as being
worse than scientists previously
thought.
About 4 billion people live
without sufficient access to fresh
water for some time each year,
according to a new paper published
Friday February 12 in the journal
Science Advances.
“Scarcity of water is being
regarded as a global problem,”
stated researcher Hoekstra. The
World Economic Forum has placed
the world water crisis as a top global
problem with climate change and
terrorism.
“Freshwater scarcity is a major
risk to the global economy, affecting
a billion people directly,” Hoekstra
said. “But since the remaining people
in the world receive part of their food
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from the affected areas, it involves
us all.”
The study recommends ways to
reduce scarcity, such as increasing
reliance on rain-fed rather than
irrigated agriculture, improving the
efficiency of water usage and sharing
what’s available. Also needed is
the reduction of greenhouse gas
emissions enough to stabilize the
climate. Researchers point out
that governments, corporations and
investors will need to cooperate.
Yvonne James
Nakusp

To the
Honourable
Prime Minister
Trudeau

Your government has just signed
a treaty with WHOM? Just because
there is a market with over a billion
people to easily tap into? Are you
aware the planet just had its hottest
year on record in modern human
history in 2015? Do you realize
that what they are demanding from
Canada should stay in the ground,
never to be mined and burned in
the first place if we (the world as
a whole) are thinking of trying to
slow down this human-caused global
warming situation.
The next generation of people,
your kids and countless more, will
suffer and pay for our greed and
inaction on this issue in unimaginable
ways. Our expansionist philosophy
– be it people, markets, raw material
extractions or you name it – is
pushing this planet (as it is already)
to the edge of its limits and beyond
for many species at a breakneck
speed. A rising supply of consumer
goods to a rising tide of people will
not get us out of the mess all of us
are ever faster sliding into, really
ever since the mechanization and
mass production of mostly useless
consumer goods began.
So please, the only really sane
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thing to do is get off this ‘bigger is
better’ bandwagon if you really want
to make a difference during your
time as prime minister of this still
magnificent country I chose to live
in, 49 years ago next week.
Henry Hutter
Winlaw

Community
composting

The message in Eleanor Quirk’s
February 10 letter to the editor of
the Valley Voice about community
dereliction with respect to
compostable waste is on the money
for sure. There’s an equivalent of
a community garden (at Lucerne)
yet we’ve no signage for visitors
indicating where compost is to be
taken, an Alberta guest pointed out
to me last summer.
The regional standard of Zero
Waste is a high one but the challenge
of figuring out how to meet that
standard successfully is surely not an
impossible challenge for the people
of this region to meet. Especially
here in New Denver.
To the suggestions made in
Eleanor Quirk’s letter, for starters
I add a recommendation that a
local Citizens Zero Waste Policy
Advisory Committee be convened
to hasten her advocacy by providing

practical means for implementation,
beginning with a community
composting program.
Does every household (including
seniors living alone, visitors who are
camping or otherwise cooking for
themselves) know how to handle
compost?
Can we arrange for curbside
pickup – perhaps (at least in summer)
by students on bicycles? Create
signage (as the visitor from Alberta
suggested) to indicate where compost
can be dropped off?
This is a bandwagon anyone can
get on. As the great Chief Sitting Bull
said, “Let us put our minds together
and see what life we can make for
our children.”
RC Weintraub
New Denver

The silent
road to a false
economy

Supporters of the noise-pollution
petition – unknowingly or not – are
hurting the local business community
by stating that motorcyclists do
not contribute economically to an
already fragile tourist infrastructure.
Chris Speers, president of the
Ducati Users Club of Western
Canada, injected this fact: “DUCwc’s
annual rally in the Nelson/New

Denver/Kaslo area is fairly small
(80+ riders) with respect to the total
number of motorcyclists that come
into the valley every year, but our
little group over one weekend inputs
approximately $100,000 into the
LOCAL economy.”
Yes, that’s one hundred thousand
dollars from less than a hundred
riders. There’s no question that the
thousands of riders who come here
each summer contribute millions of
dollars to the regional economy. And
those are ‘real’ dollars, spent directly
through the tills – not the taxpayer
dollars doled out like apples from a
tree by the various granting agencies
each year.
With the persistent windfall of
grants, subsidies and government
handouts, it’s apparent this valley
is blindly riding the road to a false
economy. Dollar for dollar – from a
business perspective – motorcyclists,
summer holiday dwellers... even
part-time home owners, inject real
cash into this valley. Denying or
discouraging any tax-paying tourist
access to our small towns is inviting
economic disaster.
I suggest that money better spent
would be the Chamber or Columbia
Basin Trust doing a non-partisan,
factual assessment of the tourist
dollars spent by motorcyclists in this
continued on page 5
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continued from page 4
area. Similar studies are regularly
undertaken for other pursuits and
tourist activities (skiing, boating,
sledding, etc.) so what’s holding
them back? Bias? A fear of the facts?
Riders purchase fuel,
accommodation, food and
entertainment – all necessities as
they journey through our ‘West Koot
Route.’ Let’s not deflate this muchneeded boost from the bikers.
Tamara Barkowsky
New Denver

Pipelines after
Paris?

Wi t h t h e P a r i s C l i m a t e
Agreement, leaders world-wide
overwhelmingly accepted that
human-caused climate change is
real and, because the world continues
to increase fossil fuel use, the need to
reduce emissions is urgent.
Why are our politicians
contemplating spending billions on
pipelines when the Paris commitment
means 75 to 80 percent of known
fossil fuel deposits must be left in
the ground?
The drive to make Canada a
petro superpower distorted the
Canadian economy into greater fossil
fuel dependence, with catastrophic
consequences when the price of oil
collapsed. The lesson should have
been learned long ago: dependence on
a single revenue stream is hazardous
if that source suffers a reversal in
fortune like resource depletion,
unanticipated cost fluctuations, or
stiff competition.
True national security would have
Canada moving along a sustainable
track, which considers the interests
of all Canadians. Continuing to
build fossil fuel infrastructure and
strapping ourselves to a future of
increasing global warming is a
dangerous direction. Shifting to a
21st century clean-energy economy
would create more jobs, unity and
prosperity —not just in one region
— than continuing to rely on a
polluting, climate-altering dinosaur
industry.
Dona Grace-Campbell
Kaslo

There are two
sides to every
story, Mr.
Simpson

As per your letter of February
10, we are well aware that we are not
welcome on your private property.
During the incident you cite
on Sunday, January 24, we were
actually in the process of removing
our dogs from your property after
they inadvertently strayed there,
and NOT “hunting or running them”
on your land. We take pride in the
training and management of our
dogs, but unfortunately sometimes
they fail to read the signs.
That said, please be aware that

we have received permission to
cross private land to access the
Dennis and Wilson Creek drainages,
and that we intend to continue
hunting there.
As mule deer numbers decline
at higher elevations, cougars are
increasingly forced into the valley
bottoms in pursuit of white-tailed
deer, whose numbers remain strong.
This has caused an uptick in cougar
sightings and, quite frankly, more
problems with cougars in and around
urban communities and farms.
A properly managed cougar
population is essential to the safety
and vitality of our valley. The legal
and ethical hunting of cougars –
as regulated and overseen by the
province – is a vital part of that
management process. Our hunting is
protecting what’s left in our backyard
– the remaining deer and elk.
Finally, we can’t help but notice
that for years you remained silent on
the issues of hunting and logging;
only when you retired and became
eligible for a pension have you
spoken out. Well, Mr. Simpson, some
of us still have to work and hunt to
support our families – an important
distinction to keep in mind.
Jessie and Tyler Mengler
Silverton

Looking for
relatives in
Slocan Valley

June 1-14 this year, my wife and
I will be visiting Canada and driving
through the Rockies.
Some time after the First World
War, my grandmother’s elder brother
emigrated to Canada and settled in
South Slocan. His name was Davies;
I believe his first name was Bill. He
married and had three or four sons,
some who joined the Canadian
Mounted Police.
By the time the next war started
in 1939, he was either the owner or
manager of a garage in South Slocan.
From 1940 onwards when the
UK was suffering from all sorts of
shortages, my grandmother, Agatha
Fahey, née Davies, received from
her brother regular parcels of food
and other items. These were sent
about twice a year, right up to about
1957. One even included a Mounties
official sweatshirt, far too large
for my 16-year-old frame, which
I proudly strutted around in, just
the same. There were a couple of
jackets which I wore for years, after
I grew into them, and even some very
strange pairs of pants, called pegs I
think, all baggy and multi pleated at
the top and narrowing at the ankles.
They stayed in the wardrobe. The
food like tinned hams, maple syrup
and other luxuries added much to
our sparse Christmas fare during
the severely rationed wartime years
in the UK and for some time after.
It may well be that some of Bill’s
sons are still around, however they
were a little older than me, so maybe

not, but his grandchildren would be,
l’m sure.
If there are any descendants of
Bill Davies still in the area I would
love to call in and catch up as we
pass through, and thank them for
their family’s much appreciated
generosity.
My wife and I now live in New
Zealand. I can be contacted by email
at marjayrj@gmail.com.
Roger Johnson
New Zealand

Voices against
social injustice

I have noted on several occasions
the richness and independence
of personalities developed by
long years spent in pursuit of an
individual dream. Lack of formal
education is no impediment, in such
instances, to an innate scholarly
nature. I am reminded particularly
of Paddy Carroll of Ootsa Lake, BC,
a prospector unspoiled by his own
success, a poet and philosopher and
a man of deep peace as the years
unrolled before him. I asked him one
time if he had any idea how much of
his life he had spent by himself in
his search for minerals. He told me
that he had wondered that himself
and had calculated that more than a
decade had been spent “on the trail.”
“I’d be way out in the back
country, maybe up the Turnagain
River somewhere, and when I heard
the loons giving their storm warning
calls in autumn, I’d head out for
home.”
He always carried a book or two
with him, and would lie propped on
his elbow reading by the light of his
campfire. Poets were a favourite of
his and he could quote astoundingly
from them.
“No, I was never lonely,” he
said. “I was surrounded by life. It’s a
living world and I was always aware
of some Great Presence, something
that loves us all... I have no fear of
death whatsoever. When you die
you return to the elemental wealth
of the world. You float in the clouds,
dance in the leaves and gurgle in
the streams... As much as possible,
I lived out where I belonged. I’d
rather be a packsaddle and frying
pan prospector than be shackled to
the golden car of commerce.”
His own life had given him an
awareness of the power of nature
to heal the ills of humankind. “I’ve
lived all my life with the woods,
the birds and bees. If we got young
people out in nature where they
belong they wouldn’t sop up all
the worthless values of society... It
will take great people to get us back
on the track, and a great person, I
believe, is one who raises his voice
against the social injustices of the
times in which he lives.”
As for the “voices” I read in the
Valley Voice’s letters section, to them
I tip my hat. Keep up the good effort!
Bob Harrington
Nakusp
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Open letter
to British
Columbia
Utilities
Commission

A smart meter was installed on
our house on Tuesday February 9
against our will and under duress
due to imminent threats by Fortis
BC to disconnect us if we continued
to refuse one.
Two days later, on Thursday,
February 11, I noticed that the meter
had beads of moisture inside of it.
As I am aware that this can cause
arcing and catastrophic failure (i.e.
fire), I called Fortis to ask them to
send someone out to deal with the
problem. They tried to say that it
was “just the texture of the plastic.”
I insisted that they contact the local
crew and send someone out. They
contacted them and fortunately
the crew leader understood the
danger that we were in, and came
out immediately, which took him
two hours as he had to drive from
Trail. He replaced the meter with
another identical one. He gave me
his card and said to call him directly
if there were any further problems.
Four hours later, condensation was
occurring inside the meter again. It
was by that time 5:30 pm, outside
of his work hours, so I left him a
message. First thing Friday morning
he came out and changed the meter
again. This time he brought a crew
with him to check the pole and box
and they put some putty here and
there to try to stop any moisture that
they thought might be getting in that
way. The third smart meter also got
moisture in it within four hours. By
this time it was the weekend, so I
called the lineman who was on call
and he phoned me back right away
and came out at 7 am on Saturday
and put back the old analog meter
as a temporary measure until some
solution could be found. So we had
three smart meters in three days
which filled up with condensation,
putting our home and our lives at
risk.
It seems to me that these meters
are not designed to work in very
moist areas like where we live and
that the smart meter program should
be immediately stopped, at the very
least until they can come up with a
safer design, and that all of these
dangerous meters should be removed
from people’s homes and businesses.
Sada Nam Khalsa
Kaslo

The cost of
tunnel vision

As managers of the Slocan
Valley Rail Trail (SVRT) since
2001, the Slocan Valley Heritage
Trail Society (SVHTS) has been in
various forms of communication
with the Ministry of Transportation
and Highways (MoTH) over the

South Slocan Bridge Replacement
Project which is now coming to a
head.
Through the original land
owners, the Ministry of Tourism,
and now with our current land
owners, the Ministry of Forests,
Lands and Natural Resource
Operations (MFLNRO), for years our
message has been constant in these
conversations – we need to preserve
continuity under whatever is built to
connect the property we manage. The
south end of the Slocan Valley Rail
Trail is our future. It’s the gateway
to a safe connection to other trail
networks, such as the Trans Canada
Trail. It keeps the gate open for the
local community to enjoy the SVRT.
Here’s the relationship as things
sit. The Ministry of Highways owns
the bridge. The Ministry of Forests
(MFLNRO) owns the land under the
bridge. So there has to be some form
of agreement reached for work to
take place. The conversation is going
something like this. “A tunnel costs
money, we don’t have it. You have
to come up with the money for the
tunnel”. To put it another way – we
(MoTH) are going to block off your
property, and you’ll have to come
up with the funds if you want to stay
connected to it.
Now to the challenge. IF we
don’t have a safe access route,
and as the recreational use of
trails increases (the recent RDCK
Recreational Masterplan Survey
shows an 80%+ use of the SVRT
by local residents and trails as the
#1 recreation resource people want
to see in the future throughout the
region), there potentially will be a
greater and greater number of people
being put at risk by making them ride
a busy stretch of highway to link up
the SVRT. Even with widening the
shoulders of the highway, it is not a
comforting scenario.
On March 1 from 4 to 8 pm at
Mt. Sentinel School, MoTH will be
hosting an open house on the bridge
replacement. We are urging everyone
to show up (the SVRT Board will be
there at 6 pm) and support our vision
of keeping the Slocan Valley Rail
Trail intact. MoTH will probably
be saying that they can’t afford to
include a tunnel. Our message is the
same message we’ve been saying
for the past 15 years. We can’t afford
not to.
Craig Lawrence
Director, Slocan Valley Heritage
Trail Society

The Area H North TV
Society

that broadcasts CBC2, Co-op
Radio, Rock 101, and that C & W
station to New Denver, Silverton,
Hills, Rosebery and area.
We are experiencing some
difficulties with our radio
transmitters. Thank you for your
patience while we resolve the
problems.
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What’s the
business case for
Kinder Morgan
and Energy East?

Building Kinder Morgan and/or
the Energy East pipeline should be
challenged from the perspective of
asking why Canada is exporting oil
when we are importing it as well?
Canadians need to know why, if the
cost of refining Canadian crude is so
expensive, it is cheaper to purchase
Middle East and other foreign oil, ship
it across the oceans, and refine it here
in North America?
How dirty is Canadian oil in
comparison to other offshore
production and refining processes:
while production in Canada has grown
by 79 percent since 1990, carbon
emissions have doubled! Further,
according to figures released by the
NEB and Environment Canada on
January 29, emissions from Canadian
oil and gas production will rise by 56
percent between 2013 and 2030. If that
happens, and in order to meet agreed
to COP21 Paris Agreement objectives,
every other economic sector in Canada
and all household consumers will have
to cut their emissions by 54 percent.
Framing the debate as ‘pipelines’
and ‘jobs’ versus the ‘environment’
misses the point. Capital does not need
to invest in coal, oil and gas production,
it simply needs to invest in production
and creation of goods and services
that provide a financial return. We also
need to ask about the social impact on
families and people who spend most of
the year living away from their wives/
partners and children while working
on extracting coal, oil and natural gas.
Building alternative energy
installations and focusing on improving
efficient use of energy would allow
more families to spend most of the year
together in their home communities.
Building economies should not just
be about someone making money and
others getting a short or long term job
miles from anywhere, it should also
factor in the social and environmental
impact on families and communities
as well.
The oil and gas industry, and
the supporters of the Kinder Morgan
and Energy East pipelines, need to
explain why Canadians should agree
to an expansion of their greenhouse
gas emissions by 56 percent up to
2030, while all other economic sectors
and Canadians as a whole are left to
struggle to reduce theirs by 54 percent

in order to meet the December 2015
Paris Agreement targets.
Andy Shadrack
Kaslo

Solar fantasy

Again, I don’t know why I bother.
All we can hope to do at this point
in human history is to reduce the
impact we have had on the planet
for the surviving species beyond our
existence here.
Greenwashing: (a compound word
modelled on ‘whitewash’), or ‘green
sheen,’ is a form of spin in which green
PR or green marketing is deceptively
used to promote the perception that
an organization’s products, aims or
policies are environmentally friendly.
It is also being used by individuals
trying to convince us (a form of
brainwashing) that their idea of
environmental sensitivity will benefit
society and take us into the ‘green
utopia.’ It is what our premier Krusty
the Clown Clarke is trying to do with
Site C dam and the ridiculous LNG
projects.
And such is the case with Max
Yanke and his acceptance that
hydroelectric power is ‘greener’ than
solar. I read his letter with a degree of
amusement and consternation. Sigh.
Not many seem to get it.
We are in the midst of the sixth
Great Mass Extinction. Almost 50
percent of the species that existed on
planet earth in the 1940s no longer
exist, thanks to us, we mere mortals.
Here’s a news flash Mr. Yanke.
HYDROELECTRIC DAMS
DESTROY ECOSYSTEMS. Is it
any wonder that the Kootenays are
warming faster than most other regions
in British Columbia?
He rightfully points out that the
average household uses approximately
40kWh+/day, which would be hard to
supply with solar alone, except in the
summer on a bright sunshiny day. My
wife and I use less than 5kWh/day,
except in the summer when we have
an increased demand for irrigation and
cooling for our produce. But there was
no indication in his letter that this is
the direction we should all be going –
reduction of consumption – or should
have been going in 50 years ago when
we might have made a difference in
devastating effects of climate change.
But we blew it.
Mr. Yanke, I don’t believe at this
time of year water is “spilling over the
top” of the dams as you exaggerated in
your letter. It seems to me, you and Mr.
Shadrack have one thing in common.
You both seem to believe in ‘business
as usual’ and a ‘growth economy,’
only in different ways. At least Mr.
Shadrack wants to take us into the
so-called ‘green economy’ [sic] where
we allow the capitalist to bring us
into a ‘new era of prosperity.’ And
yours would be BAU on our present
course dictated by our know-nothing
governments.
It’s either ‘solar fantasy’ or ‘hydro
delusion’ in British Columbia. Never
de-growth, which is the direction it

should be going. Oh well, sigh. I guess
all I can do is watch this MOTHER
unravel along with the other helpless
and hapless humans on GAIA, the
living (dying) planet.
Leon Pendleton
Whatshan

Open letter to the
mayor and council
of Nakusp

The Village of Nakusp is to
be commended for its efforts to
protect the western toad, a species
at risk and protected under the BC
Wildlife Act. Over $200,000 has
been spent on underpasses to allow
the toads to move safely from the
forest to Summit Lake and back, and
thousands of people have transported
the tiny baby toadlets from the water
to the forest in buckets, all to protect
them from the dangers of traffic.
This Toad Fest is coordinated and
supported by Fish and Wildlife, BC
Parks, the Ministry of Forests, the
Ministry of Transportation and the
Columbia Basin Trust. It is wonderful
to see the Province working together
to protect the environment we all live
in and depend upon!
It is worth the effort. These
toads are a critical part of the forest
ecology. The millions of tadpoles
swim in close schools and clear
Summit Lake of algae and organic
detritus. That is why Summit Lake
with its sparkling, crystal clear water,
is one of the cleanest lakes in British
Columbia. As adult toads, they keep
down the insect population in the
forest.
Now that more than 42 hectares
are to be logged, the Village plans to
do this with the utmost consideration
for the resident toad population. It
will be done in winter, when the
ground is frozen and covered by a
thick snow pack – this February, in
fact, after more than a week of rain,
when the snow is melting, the run-off
has begun, and some roads already
have road restrictions. And the toads
are just waking up.
The frogs will never notice the
racket of the feller-buncher, the
processor, the skidder, the loader and
the logging trucks, or the shaking
of the ground under the impact.
They will be dead by the time they
notice they have been crushed
by the compacting of the soil or
suffocated by the lack of oxygen in
the compressed earth, if they have
not been mashed to mush by the
machines. Once there are a number
of small cutblocks, the ravens and the
snakes will have free reign feasting
on any toads that have escaped the
holocaust. And since these toads can
travel seven kilometres in a single
day, inevitably they will be crossing
these clearcuts. This logging is
apparently necessary to provide jobs
for loggers, another endangered
species. It will provide a few weeks
of work for a few loggers. It will
certainly damage and quite possibly
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wipe out the toad population.
I am sure the campers in the
popular lakeside campground will
be delighted to be facing clearcuts
instead of healthy forest. And what
about the possibility of avalanches
and mudslides?
Oh Gaia, beautiful Gaia...
Oh beautiful Gaia,
we’ll rip you and rape you and
tear you apart.
Elsje de Boer
Fauquier

Glacier Creek
logging is
sustainable

This letter is to clarify recent
media in regards to the BC Timber
Sales (BCTS) proposed harvest
development in Glacier Creek.
Here are some key facts related
to the BC Timber Sales development:
1. The Glacier Creek drainage
has been an operating area for
BCTS (formerly Small Business
Enterprise Program) since the mid
1980s. BCTS has maintained an
active harvesting presence in the
drainage through to 2001. There is
more than $5 million in infrastructure
investments in the drainage. The cost
of annual maintenance, repair or
bridge replacements can range from
$20,000 to $200,000.
2. Recreation values were
recognized early in the development
of the Glacier Creek Forest
Service Road. BCTS supported
the designation of all trails, such as
MacBeth, Jumbo Pass and Monica
Meadows. The current parking areas
for MacBeth and Monica Meadows
are actually former landing sites for
harvested cutblocks in the vicinity.
3. The current BCTS harvest
proposal is located in the front end of
Glacier Creek, in the Birnam Creek
area, just west of the MacBeth Trail.
A series of blocks are proposed to
be harvested over a period of 10 to
15 years. The proposal is NOT on
the MacBeth icefield, nor are there
current plans to be near the Jumbo
Pass or Monica Meadows trails.
4. The total area of the
development proposal composes less
than two percent of the drainage area,
and, in large part, will not be visible
from the main travel corridor.
5. The Glacier Creek Forest
Service Road (FSR) IS in need of
some repairs and improvements
in order that it safely facilitate
both industrial haul and recreation
traffic. A full evaluation of the road
will be conducted in the spring of
2016; necessary measures will be
implemented and timing strategies
for industrial use considered. BCTS
manages many access roads for
both public and industrial traffic;
the Glacier Creek FSR is not
exceptional in terms of its challenging
circumstances.
6. BCTS will continue to support
recreation in this drainage; BCTS has
ongoing communications with the

local Rec Sites and Trails Resource
Officer to ensure that our plans are
compatible with recreation objectives
in the area. Wherever possible, our
respective departments cooperate to
ensure that the recreation experience
is not compromised during the time
of our operations.
7. BCTS is committed to
undertaking professional assessments
for all values during the course of
the development – these include
consideration for soil, terrain, wildlife,
hydrology, species at risk, and others.
Operational logistics and safety are
also evaluated as key aspects of the
final development plan proposal.
8. In terms of the concern for
“cumulative impacts,” professionals
who conduct the site assessments
are obliged to take into consideration
the current state of the drainage (i.e.
all historic development) and then
propose measures for implementation
in the context of the new proposal. If, in
the future, additional land use tenures
are proposed, those applications will
also need to consider the totality of
development impact – including that
of the current BCTS proposal. At that
time, BCTS will be sure to contribute
all information that would assist
in ensuring that a comprehensive
evaluation of cumulative impact could
be completed.
9. In terms of climate change
concerns, BCTS assessments for
drainage and hydrology are already
adapted to accommodate for this;
BCTS stocking standards for new
forest seedlings have also changed to
reflect this climate transition.
10. While there have been
some objections, this proposal has
also garnered much support. Many
persons from local communities,
such as Kaslo and Meadow Creek,
have contacted us to express their
appreciation for the employment
opportunities, considering recent
mill closures in the area. We have
been contacted by recreationists
who realize that the costs associated
with maintaining road access to the
spectacular views of Glacier Creek
cannot be supported by the hiking
and skiing public alone. From a BCTS
business standpoint, the significant
investment in road infrastructure in
this valley is to be amortized over
the long term including the revenues
from this proposal. All citizens of BC
benefit from the positive revenues
generated by BC Timber Sales.
High value recreation has coexisted with the forest industry in
the Glacier Creek drainage for many
years. My staff and I are committed
to continuing this legacy as we move
forward with this development in a
thoughtful and considerate way.
If you have concerns or questions
regarding this or other development,
please contact: Della.peterson@gov.
bc.ca or Sean.slimmon@gov.bc.ca
Della Peterson, Woodlands
Supervisor
BCTS, Kootenay Lake Field
Team

COMMUNITY
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Slocan council, February 9: Village signs joint letter with seniors’ housing society
by Barbara Curry
• The Village will sign a joint
letter with the Slocan Valley Seniors’
Housing Society. The letter outlines
community cooperation for and
community benefits of the proposed
$1.4 million seniors rental housing
project in Slocan, stating that the
project “will be shovel ready, later in
2016 or 2017.” The letter also says,
“Aside from the donated professional
and community labour and strong
working relationship between the
housing society and Village, the
project will need to secure another
$1 million for construction… We
encourage you to take steps toward
opening up government funding to
support affordable seniors’ housing
as soon as possible.” The letter
will be sent to Jean-Yves Duclos,
Minister of Family, Children, and
Social Development and Minister
Responsible for Canada Mortgage
and Housing Corporation; Amarjeet
Sohi, Minister of Infrastructure,
communities and Intergovernmental
Affairs; Richard Cannings, MP; and
Katrine Conroy, MLA.
• Council adopted a draft fouryear Village of Slocan Strategic
Community Energy and Emissions
Plan. Mayor Lunn said the SCEEP
was “non-binding… a strategy for our
greenhouse gases.” The plan details
actions to support the Village’s OCP
goal of reducing greenhouse gas

Food for
Thought: a trip
to Russia

submitted
The Hidden Garden Gallery
invites you to its next Food for
Thought Talk, ‘My Trip to Russia’
by Nadine Stefan.
This talk is about the art residency
that Nadine was invited to attend in
April 2015, her experiences with
the people, the culture that she
encountered in Moscow as well as
her pilgrimage to her ancestral town
near the Volga River.
Nadine Stefan has been a
practicing artist for the past 36 years.
She lives and works in New Denver.
Stefan has received numerous grants
and awards for her art over the
past 30 years of her practice. She
has also received fellowships as
artist-in-residence at internationally
recognized artist centres in Canada,
USA, and abroad. She has taught
painting, drawing, mixed media and
design to college-level students, and
recreational classes to adults and
children.
Nature and its elements have been
Stefan’s creative resource throughout
her career whether the final work is a
painting or site-specific installation.
Her work endeavours to capture
their inner life, a tribute to the forces
of nature and the natural continuum
to which we are inextricably linked.
The Hidden Garden Gallery
invites you to this talk on Sunday
February 28, 7:30 pm at Knox Hall
in New Denver.
Admission is by donation to
benefit the Gallery.

emissions by 2020 to a level 33%
below what had been emitted in 2007.
The Action Plan estimates that by
2020, community energy costs will
be reduced by 27%. Twenty percent
alone would come from the proposed
microhydro project. The plan also calls
for converting Village streetlights to
LED. The 76-page plan arose from
a one-day workshop in December.
Mayor Lunn called Slocan’s SCEEP
a “micro SCEEP,” explaining that it
was a pilot project, that much GHG
reduction would have to come from
regional initiatives. During public
participation, Connie Myers, who
had attended the workshop, said the
workshop was good in that it got
people thinking. She emphasized
that transportation was key to GHG
reductions, saying “we have a good
bus service” but that more people
needed to use it. She also emphasized
the importance of car share programs.
• During public participation,
Michelle Morelli asked if the Village
was following up on CBT grants for
infrastructure that could be used for
the curling club. CAO Gordon said
the Village was “in conversation with
the board of the Curling Club” to
try “to figure out a plan.” Councillor
Madeleine Perriere said it was
important to look at the big picture
and not just do “a patching job.”
Morelli asked about the possibility of
a multi-use facility. Councillor Perriere
cautioned against “rushing” into a
decision, saying that would be “a big
mistake.”
• Council did not respond to the
Municipal Insurance Association

of BC’s offer to identify potential
liabilities in Slocan facilities. As
a member of MIABC Slocan is
entitled annually to a free inspection
of any facility or area. Slocan is still
dealing with two recommendations
arising from a 2013 inspection of the
waterfront.
• Mayor Jessica Lunn and CAO
Michelle Gordon had meetings with
representatives from WEGCSS, the
Slocan Valley Historical Society,
the Slocan Valley Legion, the Spirit
of Slocan Committee, the Slocan
Community Library Society, Fortis
BC, the Slocan Valley Heritage Trail
Society, the Slocan Fitness Center, the
Slocan Volunteer Fire Department, the
Slocan Valley Seniors Housing Society,
the Unity Festival, and Fullabeans.
Lunn called the meetings “super
inspiring” and “a great opportunity to
be updated on any issues.”
• Council directed staff to look
into a request from the Slocan Valley
Community Legacy Society for
$200 to support an event to celebrate
volunteers. The event, to be held
in April, will recognize up to 175
valley volunteers. Councillor Perriere
asked what criteria would be used to
determine which volunteers would
be chosen for recognition. The mayor
agreed that details on the event were
“not super clear.” Perriere pointed
out that the Legion already hosts a
barbeque for local volunteers.
• Council agreed to support
in principle a request from Tracy
Cameron to operate a mobile vendor
food cart at the west end of Slocan
Beach providing she meets all of

VILLAGE OF
NEW DENVER
CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS
The Village of New Denver is seeking local residents to sit on
the Village of New Denver’s Local Selection Committee for
the CBT Community Initiatives funding program. Interested
individuals should contact the Village Office at 250-358-2316 or
office@newdenver.ca for more information. The deadline for
expressions of interest is 4 p.m. on Tuesday, March 15, 2016.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
The Village of New Denver is now accepting applications for
the following positions:

CAMPSITE ATTENDANT
STUDENT LABOURER
COLLECTIONS ASSISTANT*
MUSEUM ASSISTANT*
*These summer student positions have specific eligibility requirements and are grant-dependent.
Detailed descriptions of all positions are available upon request.
Applications will be accepted until 4 p.m. on Tuesday, March
15, 2016.
Please submit a resume and cover letter to:
Village of New Denver,
Attention: Bruce Woodbury, CAO
Mail: P.O. Box 40, New Denver, B.C., V0G 1S0
Email: office@newdenver.ca
In person: 115 Slocan Avenue, New Denver
All applicants are thanked for their interest – only those selected
for an interview will be contacted.

council’s conditions and requirements.
Cameron wants to buy a 26-foot
Air Stream converted for use as a
commercial kitchen. She would like
to operate it from May to September
near Dog Beach and plans to ask Rails
to Trails for permission to use that site.
Councillor Burly Van Bynen expressed
concern that the Village tell Cameron
that she would be required by law to
fill many conditions. He said, “I hate to
see somebody spend a whole bunch of
money if it’s been tried 2 or 3 times…
and nothing’s ever come to fruition.”

• Village staff will draft a Fitness
Centre Policy based on a policy
submitted by the Fitness Centre.
In addition, staff will draft a Terms
of Reference for a Fitness Centre
Standing Committee (to replace the
Fitness Centre Select Committee).

Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work,
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal
WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS

359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539
3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN
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KASLO & DISTRICT

Kaslo council, February 9: Recycling target volume reached
by Jan McMurray
• The CAO reported that by the end
of 2015, over 10,780 kg of recyclables
had been picked up in Kaslo. This
means that Kaslo has already reached
its target volume for the first year,
which ends March 31, 2016. MMBC’s
recommended target for Kaslo is about
75 kg per household per year. He said
there is sufficient MMBC incentive
revenue to increase collection frequency,
but not to go weekly all year. Staff
will explore the feasibility of weekly
recycling pickup June through August.
• The minutes of the February

2 Committee of the Whole meeting
were received. Ken Van Koughnett
attended that meeting as a delegation to
share his plan to convert his A Avenue
properties into some form of communal
micro homes development sometime
in the future. He hopes his properties
will benefit from an expanded sewer
system. Staff was directed to investigate
possibilities around micro homes with
respect to zoning and development
permit policy.
• The January 28 Municipal
Buildings Committee meeting minutes
were received. The committee was

advised that the Gas Tax funding request
for the City Hall was declined. Chris
Temple offered to work with the CAO
to source other funding opportunities.
Public Works was directed to explore
changing the grade of the alley on the
south side of the Seniors Hall building
to make it wheelchair accessible.
• A budget of $15,000 was allocated
for the demolition and removal of the
Scout Hall. Staff will draft a formal
Request for Proposal.
• The Village will explore options
to move the bus stop to a more suitable
location that could accommodate a
covered bus shelter. Options to consider
are the front of the library, City Hall or
the south side of the Kemball building.
• The CAO reported that the WiFi
hotspot at the Kemball building was
being used by members of the public

“with regularity,” raising concerns
about after hours security. It was also a
disincentive for tenants to sign up with
KiN. It has now been password protected
for municipal visitors and council.
• The Public Works Crew will meet
and work with either Catherine Macrae
(MFLNRO) or Juliet Craig (Silverwing
Ecological Consulting) to develop a
possible work plan for the recognition
and appropriate removal of invasive
plant species in the village.
• The current CAO office will soon
be the staffroom. The CAO’s office will
be relocated to Suite 105. Two office
suites on the top floor will be put out
to RFP.
• Councillor Holland’s travel
expenses for attending Friends of
Kootenay Lake and Kootenay Lake
Partnership meetings in the 2016

calendar year were approved.
• Participation in Communities
in Bloom was briefly discussed by
Councillor Glorioso. Mayor Hewat
encouraged any volunteers in town
who had an interest in this program to
let council know, as participation in
the program is entirely dependent on
volunteers.
• Maggie Crowe was appointed to
the Health Select Committee, replacing
Tom Humphries.
• A letter from Joe Johnston of the
Kaslo & District Arena Association
was referred to the closed (in camera)
meeting. The letter asks for assistance
from the Village in regards to liability
insurance and the completion of the ice
plant upgrade project.
• A policy on Municipal Grants and
Sponsorship advertising was adopted.

by Art Joyce
After nine years in regional
district governance, Andy Shadrack
has set his sights on a bid to represent
Nelson-Creston for the Green Party
in the next provincial election.
Shadrack is perhaps best known for
his progressive stance on sustainable
energy, setting a personal example
by retrofitting his home to achieve
a 70 percent reduction in energy
use over the past decade. Also
seeking the Green Party candidacy
is former City of Nelson Councillor
Kim Charlesworth; Sjeng Derx,
the riding’s Green candidate in the
2013 provincial election; and current
RDCK Area E Director Ramona
Faust. Shadrack has been endorsed
by Area D Director Aimee Watson,
retired RDCK Chair John Kettle, and
Heath Slee, former UBCM president.
What do you see as your top
priority if you’re elected MLA for
Nelson-Creston?
For the last hundred years we’ve
basically had two parties in the
legislature fighting back and forth.
I think we have to change the dial.
Unless we adopt some kind of policy
to deal with climate change like we
did economically at the end of the
Second World War, we’ll be in very
deep trouble. We have now passed
peak flow in terms of glacier melt
in southeast BC – last year was
an all-time low. That tells me that
hydro generation is going to be less,
therefore we need an alternative
to make up for that. One way to
address that is to look at ways we

can reduce our consumption. Gail
and I have reduced our consumption
over the past decade by 26,000
kilowatts; just 10 households doing
that would mean a reduction of
260,000 kilowatts per year. The
figures quickly start to add up.
So I take it you’re not in support
of the provincial government
getting behind the Site C project?
The notion that hydropower is
somehow clean and green is totally
anathema to me. If you look at
the real reason for Site C, it’s all
about LNG. I’d really like to see us
move instead on the front of energy
efficiency. The Kirklees municipality
in the UK has retrofitted public
housing, installing solar panels, so
the power that’s generated but not
used by the tenant is used to pay for
the retrofits, thus aiming for a net
zero cost for the program. There’s a
study from the mid-90s that Premier
Clark shelved that found it’s cheaper
to retrofit residential housing than
build more electrical generation.
But for many families, it’s still a
financial challenge to go green.
I don’t think most low- and
middle-income families can afford to
do it. Why not have the utilities offer
low- or no-interest loans so people
can get more efficient appliances or
solar panels? Instead of having BC
Hydro going out to borrow money to
build more electrical generation, why
don’t they use that money to help
people retrofit, to use less?
What are your thoughts on how
we might rebuild the economy?
I’ve observed that most of these
oil and coal jobs people have had
have taken them away from home. In
contrast, the alternative energy jobs
we can create can be built right in the
community, as can the agricultural

economy. The US solar industry now
employs three times as many people
as the coal industry. And we have to
look at ways that we can increase
support for arts and culture workers.
But that’s a problem with the way
we’ve structured our economy,
where only return on investment is
considered.
BC has an embarrassing
record when it comes to child
poverty, which is very high in
the Kootenays. How would you
address that as MLA?
When I arrived in this province
in 1973 you could actually live on
minimum wage. We need some kind
of guaranteed annual income. You
either increase the minimum wage
to a living wage or you increase the
level of support you give to those
families. I grew up in an era when
we had public housing and I think
we have to look at investing in that,
whether it’s cooperatively created or
publicly owned. When it comes to
disability, why on earth do we force
them into a situation where they can’t
survive? It’s like they face a double
punishment. Let’s build an economy
that works for people.
And now for the contentious
question: as MLA, what would you
do about rural healthcare here?
It used to be that doctors were
willing to be on call 24/7; I don’t
think that’s the case now, so how do
we address this new medical culture?
I want us to go to the regional doctors
and say, would you cover the rural
doctors when they’re not on duty?
We’ve managed to persuade the
doctors in Kaslo to set up shifts seven
days a week but we still have that
period from five in the evening to the
next morning we need to get covered.
It’s not that provincial budgets for
rural healthcare are too low; there are
incentives there and we’re still not
finding people. We’ve got to talk to
the unions and government and work
that out. The amount of equipment
we need to do some procedures
means that the availability of that
is in central locations further and
further away. If we’re not going to
have people abandoned in rural areas
then we’ve got to figure out how to
deal with that problem as well.

Andy Shadrack in bid for Green Party candidacy

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Village of Kaslo Initiates Stage 2
of the Community Liquid Waste
Management Plan

KASLO, BC (February 18, 2016) – The Village of Kaslo recently initiated
stage two of a three stage process in developing a communitywide liquid
waste management plan (LWMP). This plan will evaluate the overall
effectiveness of current liquid waste collection, treatment and disposal
practices in Kaslo and create a new comprehensive plan for managing
the community’s liquid waste well into the future.
TRUE Consulting, a planning and engineering firm out of Kamloops,
has been hired to assist the community through the first stage of the plan.
Scott Wallace, a professional engineer and project manager with TRUE
Consulting’s Trail office, describes the second stage of the LWMP as
“an opportunity to consult with the community and narrow the list of
feasible options and costs.” It is anticipated that this second stage of
the LWMP will be completed prior to this Summer.
The Village of Kaslo is requesting public input so that the community
may help guide the direction of the plans for managing the community’s
liquid waste well into the future. Public input into this plan is
important because once it is complete and approved by the Minister
of Environment, there is no mechanism for appeal and it will not be
necessary for the Village of Kaslo to hold a referendum to borrow funds
necessary for the execution of the plan.
Information on the LWMP will continue to be available on the Village’s
website at www.kaslo.ca/content/liquid-waste-management.
Questions and comments can be submitted by email to admin@kaslo.
ca. A public open house will be held in the Spring, to discuss the options
that have been explored and collect valuable feedback from residents.

• Fresh Meat Cut Daily
• Fresh & Frozen Seafood
• Freezer Packs
• Deli Sandwiches to go
• Awesome Cheese Selection
• Fresh & Smoked Sausage
• Smoked Salmon
• Awesome Beef Jerky
• Custom Cutting
• Weekly Instore Specials
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Nakusp council, February 9: Grant application to be prepared for arena roof project
by Katrine Campbell
• Council approved, in principle,
the preparation and submission of a
grant application to Columbia Basin
Trust’s Recreation Infrastructure
grant program for the arena roof
project. The sport complex has
experienced extensive leaking in
the roof over the main lobby and
the arena. Many attempts have been
made to fix the problem but none
has been successful. The report
from an engineering firm, which was
retained to conduct an assessment and
provide recommendation on repair or
replacement, identified significant
life-cycle and design issues, and
recommended the existing sheet
roofing be replaced with a membrane
system.
The project budget estimate is
$525,000; under the grant program,
CBT would provide up to 70 percent,
or $367,500, with the Village picking
up $157,500. Administration has
recommended that the Village’s
portion come from the NACFOR
Legacy Fund.
• Council accepted NACFOR’s
2016 operational budget. It shows

projected net revenue of $137,728
on total revenue of $3,058,000.
The expenses include NACFOR’s
donations to the community as
well as training and educational
partnerships.
• Council approved the Village’s
2016 preliminary capital budget.
Major items include $40,000 for
the chalet roofs at the Hot Springs,
$20,000 for Village office upgrades,
and $18,000 for a heat exchanger at
the Hot Springs.
• If the newly-named Nakusp
Rail Committee is successful in
raising the funds to bring a CP Rail
caboose from Revelstoke, it will
be placed in the community park,
council decided.
• Council gave final adoption to
Sewer Rates Amendment Bylaw 6444, 2016 and Water Rates Amendment
Bylaw 656-1, 2016. The basic sewer
connection fee for new single family
homes will be a minimum of $1,320.
The annual rate for a single family
dwelling is $372.90, or $616 for a
two-family residence.
The unmetered water rate for
a single family dwelling will be

$387.20; connection fee will be a
minimum of $1,320. If you need a
temporary shut-off, it will cost $44
(plus tax) and the same to turn it
back on.
For metered buildings, there is
a minimum monthly rate depending
on the size of the service: from
$27.50 for a 3/4 inch to $181.50
for a two-inch. Anything larger will
be determined by the Village upon
activation.
• Council agreed to participate in
a three-month sand filter pilot study
at the wastewater treatment plant, as
outlined in 9dot Engineering’s action
plan. The cost of approximately
$20,000 is included in the 2016
Capital Sewer budget.
• The February 22 and March 28
council meetings have been cancelled
due to a staff shortage.
• Mayor Karen Hamling reported
on her activities for January.
- Staff and mayor met with some
of the Medieval Society board to
discuss possibilities in the downtown
area and use of facilities. They will do
a presentation to council, once they
know what they are wanting to do.

by Jan McMurray
Harrop-Procter Community
Forest representative Rami Rothkop
was the speaker at a Lunch &
Learn session hosted by Nakusp’s
Economic Task Force on February
12.
The Harrop-Procter Community
Forest is the only community forest
in BC that has a sawmill.
In introducing Rothkop, Tom
Zeleznik, member of the task force,
said his visit to the Harrop-Procter
operation “brought me the vision
of what a great thing this could be
for Nakusp.”
“Their little mill employs six
people,” he said. “They run one out
of five logs through the mill. It’s
turned into a success story. It’s been
so successful that every year they’re
gaining 20 percent.”
Rothkop said he is surprised
that out of 52 community forests
in BC, Harrop-Procter is the only
one with a sawmill. “Communities
have gotten hold of the land base,
but are still not doing much with
the logs except selling them to the
majors,” he said.
Harrop-Procter still sells 80
percent of their logs to the big mills,
and manages to keep six people
employed putting 20 percent of
their logs through their own mill.
They manage 11,000 hectares of
forest, and cut only 2,000 cubic
metres a year.
The Harrop-Procter community
forest puts a priority on local
employment, “so it’s very different
from the big business model,” said
Rothkop. “We’re happy if we break
even, or make a little bit, and people
are working.” Rothkop said that in
a year, the Harrop-Procter mill does
the same amount of volume with
six employees that an Interfor mill
does in just one shift with seven
employees.
The Harrop-Procter community

forest produces panelling, siding,
flooring, and decking. “You go to
the Nelson building store and you
can’t get this stuff. There are niches
that can be created outside of the big
industry,” he said, indicating that
these niche products provide some
resilience from the economic ups
and downs of the industry and its
dimensional lumber.
Most of Harrop-Procter ’s
products are sold to local retailers,
timber framers and contractors.
Rothkop feels that community
forests should provide access to
wood to “the little guy,” as it’s hard
to get wood “unless you want 2x4s.”
Rothkop said he’d be happy
to help in any way if Nakusp was
interested in setting up a mill.
Dan Wiebe of Box Lake Lumber
shared his idea, which takes into
account the huge challenges of
establishing and running a local mill.
He suggested that Nakusp approach
a company with the expertise to

set up a mill and try to entice them
with the Nakusp Community Forest
timber volume. “You’d have the
bigger guys bidding on that because
they all want the fibre. Don’t just
log it and sell it. Use it as a drawing
card to get jobs in Nakusp,” he said.
Hugh Watt of NACFOR was in
attendance and seemed open to the
ideas shared at the session. “I’m less
of a log seller than a price taker these
days because of our limited market,
so anything we can do to diversify
the log market, including producing
another sawmill which is another
potential log buyer, is a good thing
for us,” he said.
Mayor Hamling was also
present and said she has heard this
idea over and over again over the
20+ years she has been on Nakusp
council. “I have been waiting for
people to grab it and move with it.
If a business case is to be made, it’s
really important to go ahead and do
it,” she said.

Nakusp hears about Harrop-Procter community forest sawmill

The Arrow Lakes
District Arts Council
Presents

Blackthorn
In their OPEN
SKIES TOUR

My name is Chester. I have been diagnosed with
Feline Leukemia Virus. I am now in need of a very
special person/family to share my life with. I am looking
forward to living in comfort and harmony with someone
who will nurture and love me. Please call PALS at 250265-3792 if you would like to learn more about me.
PALS MEAT DRAWS • Royal Canadian Legion
Saturdays, March 5, 12, 19 & 25th
Thank you for your support!

WEEKLY SPONSOR:

Nakusp
(250) 265-3635 www.selkirkrealty.com

at the Bonnington
Arts Centre
7:30 pm

Doors open at 7:00 pm
Tickets at the Bon
Marche/Dollar Store
$25 Adults $20 Seniors
$15 Students
(60 & over) (18 & under)
Family $50 [2 + 2]  
Children 6 & under free
Hospitality Host:
Leland Hotel

- The CAO and mayor met with
the farmer’s market people to discuss
this year’s farmer’s market.
- Hamling met with Jessie
Baltutis, PhD Candidate from
University of Victoria doing his
thesis on water, innovation and global
governance. He was interested in the
Columbia River Treaty. Hamling
gave him a tour of the waterfront and
spoke to him at length on the treaty
process and community engagement.
- The West Kootenay Boundary
Regional Hospital Board met January
27. Director Marguerite Rotvold
was acclaimed chair and Walter
Popoff acclaimed as vice chair. The
executive committee are Leah Main,
Garry Jackman, Roly Russel and
Mike Martin. Area K Director Paul
Peterson did not let his name stand
for executive.
IHA has accepted the board’s
offer of $100,000 toward the planning
design for the emergency department
renovations at the Arrow Lakes
Hospital. This now needs to go to the
ministry for approval.
- The deadline for Community
Initiatives and Affected Area funding
is February 29 at 4 pm. Area K
Director Peterson has agreed to put
the defined Area K funding with
Nakusp’s funding once again this
year.
- The RDCK board approved the
request to participate in a Strategic
Community Energy and Emissions
Plan workshop and approved funding
for the event, which will cost around
$500.
- The board adopted a very
comprehensive directors’ email
policy. Nakusp’s CAO will review
it and recommend it as a policy for
council to adopt. The rules from the
Freedom of Information and Privacy
Commission are quite stringent,
Hamling said, and “we need to make

sure that we are in compliance.”
- At the December 2015 meeting,
a delegation presented a petition and
concerns regarding the excessive
motorcycle noise that routinely
disturbs the peace and quiet in BC
neighbourhoods. The board will
send a resolution to AKBLG to write
a letter to the Attorney General/
Minister of Justice encouraging
enforcement of the BC Motor Vehicle
Act Regulations 7.03 and 22.
- The board approved a request
to support the Southern Interior
Beetle Action Coalition program
with $5,000 and place it in the 2016
budget.
- The board also approved staff
looking into hosting an FCM Board
of Director’s meeting for 2017. This
was done and the area does not have
the accommodation or the facilities
needed.

Win $50.00!
Name the Nakusp
Library’s 2017
Calendar

Calendar theme will
feature people reading
in scenic places within
Nakusp and Area.
Entries to be in by March 31st
Email: nakusplibrary@netidea.com
(subject calendar) or drop off at the
library with your contact
information.

Winning name will be
chosen by April 2nd
In the event the chosen name has
multiple entries, the prize will be
split among the contributors.

2015 Citizen of the Year and
Lifetime Achievement Awards
Saturday, March 5, 2016 at
the Legion Hall
This year we honour Sheila Anderson
and Barb Chwachka
Tickets are at Hub/Barton Insurance
$25.00 (Dinner included)
Doors open at 5:00 pm. Dinner served
by the Legion Auxiliary at 5:30 pm.
Make an evening of it! See the
ALAC Blackthorn Concert at 7:30 pm
Blackthorn ticket holders will receive a complimentary
copy of the Silvery Slocan Heritage Tour Guidebook
at the door of the Awards Banquet!

Sponsored by the Nakusp
& District Rotary Club

Nakusp
Citizen
of the Year
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Message from Area D Director Aimee Watson: Kaslo and Area D
Recently reported in both the
Valley Voice and through my quarterly
newsletter was that the shared Kaslo
and Area D economic development
service has been amended to include a
rate limit of .50/$1000 of net taxable
land and improvements. I would like to
ensure that you, as the taxpayers in this
service, fully understand what this means
and what it may do.
First, this service, which has been
in place since the 1980s, previously
had NO taxation limit in the bylaw; this
meant that the elected officials could
have taxed for this service at any rate

WANTED
TO BUY:

CEDAR AND
PINE POLES
Brian Major
• 250-938-3900

Please contact:
Gormans Pole Division

250-547-9296

they desired. Mayor Hewat and I agreed
that we needed to amend the bylaw so
that there was a limit to what could be
taxed. This does not mean this IS what
you will be taxed for in 2016; it simply
means that we cannot tax any higher than
that for this service.
What does this mean for 2016?
I take the whole picture into
consideration when making budget and
taxation decisions. We will not know
exactly what the overall taxation is
going to be for another few weeks, as
the budgets are currently being prepared.
Once we see those, Mayor Hewat and
I will discuss whether or not taxation
will be collected for the economic
development service, and if so, at what
rate. If taxes are not collected for the
service, it will be inactive in 2016.
What does an Economic
Development Service do?
Economic development is a broad
term and the service structure could take
many forms.
Three years ago, Kaslo council
established the Sustainable Economic
Development Select Committee
(SEDS) to review, assess and direct
council on ways to encourage economic
development in Kaslo and Area D. I have
been a member of this committee since
late 2013 and became chair in 2015.

In late 2014, North Kootenay
Lake Community Services (NKLCSS)
completed Project Comeback, which
identified employment, agriculture, and
affordable housing as important youth
retention factors. NKLCSS was then
asked to coordinate a business retention
and expansion (BR&E) project to assess
the current business climate. NKLCSS
worked with the SEDS committee on the
process, and the BR&E project results
were presented at a public forum called
‘Kickstart Kaslo’ late last fall.
As the economic development
service has been in place since the
1980s, there is no requirement for
local government to seek permission to
activate the service (i.e. a referendum).
However, to get your guidance and input,
the Kickstart Kaslo forum was used as
a launching pad for public engagement.
We sought input on what and how we, as
local government, could assist economic
development for the area.
SEDS has established a list of
top priorities: broadband and overall
connectivity, affordable housing,
renewable energy project(s), and
tourism. All of these are already moving
forward with clear direction. Broadband
is on its way to the majority of Area D
through KiN with significant funding
from Area D grants (gas tax), Columbia

Broadband Corporation and the federal
government. I have asked LINKS in the
Lardeau Valley to research connectivity
options, including cell phone coverage,
in our remote areas. We are staying tuned
to how the affordable housing society is
moving forward with their plans. Both
Kaslo and Area D will be engaged in
Community Energy Plans that will
provide essential baseline research to
guide what and how renewable energy
projects could be created. We have
provided supports through our Chamber
of Commerce for a variety of tourism
initiatives. All of this has occurred
without taxation thus far, but the intent
is that once we have solid plans in
place, we would activate the economic
development service so that we can use
the funds to leverage significant funds
from other sources.

All of the work and intentions for
further development in this service
are available online on the Village of
Kaslo website under the SEDS link.
Our primary interest is, if and when
we activate this service, to ensure that
taxation would be used to a) leverage
other funds for significant projects and
b) focus on projects that will demonstrate
a return on investment to the taxpayer.
To provide input on the proposed
overall 2016 budget, I ask you all to
attend the Kaslo and Area D budget
meeting on February 29 at 6 pm in
Kaslo. The SEDS committee meets
every second Monday of the month at 2
pm in Village council chambers. These
meetings are always open to the public.
And of course, you can always
contact me directly: awatson@rdck.
bc.ca or 250-353-7113.

submitted
Afive-year, $5 million commitment
from the Co-operative Retailing System
(CRS) will provide critical start-up
funding for Co-operatives First, an
organization that will facilitate a new
wave of co-operative development in
Western Canada.
As a non-profit, the newly formed
Co-operatives First will work with
small- to mid-size rural communities
and municipalities, as well as with
aboriginal communities, to identify
innovative, community-led solutions
to modern challenges and opportunities
facing these communities.
“Co-operatives played a vital role
in building Western Canada and they
remain fixtures in communities across
our country,” said Federated Cooperatives Limited (FCL) CEO Scott
Banda, who presented the donation on
behalf of the CRS, which is comprised
of FCL and more than 200 independent
retail co-operatives.
“The co-operative model continues
to foster business, economic and
social development,” added Banda.
“These sustainable solutions and
community services often succeed in

circumstances that challenge other
businesses and organizations. By
promoting the co-operative model
of shared ownership and shared
rewards, Co-operatives First will help
people in those communities identify
local solutions and leverage local
opportunities that empower people and
create meaningful change.”
A portion of the $5 million in startup funding will be used for resources to
offset some of the costs associated with
starting a co-operative. Those funds
will help new organizations attain the
legal and professional services required
to form a new co-operative, as well as
develop communications and business
plans and conduct feasibility studies.
Once its executive director and
staff are in place later this year, Cooperatives First will begin hosting
Community Inspire meetings with
community leaders to identify potential
opportunities for development and
collaboration. The organization plans
to host nine such meetings in 2016.
By 2020, the group plans to have held
no fewer than 125 Community Inspire
events in rural communities and 40 in
aboriginal communities.

Co-operatives First to boost co-op
development in rural communities
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Open Skies Tour brings Blackthorn back to Nakusp
submitted
The Arrow Lakes District Arts
Council is pleased to bring back
Blackthorn, a Celtic music group from
Vancouver. They are coming to the
Bonnington Arts Centre in Nakusp on
Saturday, March 5 at 7:30 pm.
Blackthorn’s extensive repertoire
is rooted in the musical traditions
of Scotland and Ireland as well
as the folk music of English and
French Canada. Their repertoire
has expanded to include creative
original compositions that reflect the

influences of these traditions. From
lively jigs and reels, to songs with
rousing choruses and heart-wrenching
airs and ballads, they bring the music
to life with their luscious harmonies
and complex instrumentation.
Blackthorn features four talented
musicians, three of whom share
lead vocals, bringing a refreshing
diversity of character to the group’s
polished sound and all four contribute
a mastery of a colourful variety of
instruments. The results of their
collective musical backgrounds,

skills and experience are witnessed
in the high-calibre, entertaining
performances they consistently
deliver to audiences of all ages.
Blackthorn is excited to announce
the release of their much anticipated
new recording, Open Skies. The CD
features an impressive assortment of
their adaptations of traditional folk
songs and original compositions. The
arrangements are fresh and inventive
and their performances reflect the
maturity of their musical skills and
creativity.

submitted
Nakusp community radio, The
Arrow 107.1FM, and Jennifer
Chocolates teamed up for a delicious
Valentine’s Day contest. Listeners
sent The Arrow the title and artist of
their favourite love songs, entering
their names in a draw for a beautiful
heart-shaped box of chocolates

made by local chocolatier, Jennifer.
The draw was made February 11 at
Jennifer’s shop at 91 - 4th Avenue
in Nakusp. Congratulations to the
winner, Angie Hascarl! This contest
was a lot of fun and brought out some
great tunes. All of the entered songs
were played on 107.1FM between
February 12 and 14. Thanks Jennifer,

and all of you listeners out there!
The Arrow is overseen by
Nakusp Community Radio Society,
a non-profit society dedicated to
entertaining and informing local
listeners. The station is run by
two part-time employees and by
volunteers. The Arrow airs a variety
of music, several locally produced
music programs featuring the blues,
and contemporary tunes, the weekly
Mayor’s report, recorded council
meetings, interviews with locals,
programs on health and diet and on
meditation and more. A schedule can
be found at www.thearrow107.com.
Those outside of broadcast range can
stream from the website.
All radio in Canada is governed
by the CRTC which requires that 15
per cent of community radio air time
be composed of locally produced
spoken word programming. The
Arrow struggles to stay in compliance
with this. We are always open to
new ideas from listeners. What
do you want to hear? Would you
like to produce your own program
with music, documentary, or talk?
Email your thoughts to tunein@
thearrow107.com.

Love is On the Air

Chris Ewings, The Arrow 107.1 station manager, contest winner Angie Hascarl, and Jennifer of Jennifer Chocolates.

Unity Music Festival early bird tickets on sale now
submitted
Situated on a pristine mountain
lake, the Unity Music Festival is a sweet
family festival on the beautiful beach
in the village of Slocan. Held this year
from July 15-17, Unity will feature a
wide range of performers appealing
to fans of many musical styles, and
continue to proudly showcase talented
local artists of the region. “This area is
a hotbed of performing arts,” organizers
say. “Offering showcase opportunities

along with headliners is key to the heart
of this project.”
Now in its sixth year (fourth in the
village of Slocan), the festival brings
together diverse music, dance, live
art, and circus performers to entertain
and unite festival-goers of all ages.
Organizers and the village have been
working together to ensure that it is
a positive boost to the village and a
chance to enhance the cultural tourism
potential of Slocan and the greater

The Chickabiddy Cherry Tree Quintet in Silverton would like to thank the anonymous person for the
scarves and toques. Come and join us for a sing along-anytime! A Silverton property owner hung these
toy chickens from a cherry tree to ward off the free range chickens from the property next door. They have
become a great hit with visitors and residents, who routinely squeeze the chickens to hear them squawk.

Slocan Valley. The success of this
community project is owed to member
groups and individuals getting involved.
People with skills to add to the key
crew and business sponsors can email
slocanvalleyculturalalliance@gmail.
com. Volunteer and vendor applications
are online at the website www.
unitymusicfestival.ca or at Fullabeans
Coffee Shop in Slocan. Early Early Bird
Tickets are on sale now for $50... the
‘local’ price, limited amount and only
available online, until end of February.
Friday July 15 will be a separate ticketed
event.

The title track was written by
Michelle who was inspired by a
Blackthorn tour of her home province
of Saskatchewan. The song invokes
her feelings of being from a small
prairie town and moving away.
Saskatchewan’s motto ‘Land of the
Living Skies’ inspired the album title
as well as Rosie’s evocative cover
artwork.
The 2015 ‘Citizen of the Year’
award dinner is on the same evening
as Blackthorn. The dinner, held in
the Nakusp Legion Hall will be from
5 to 7 pm, and the concert will start
at 7:30 pm. There will be plenty of
time to get to both functions. Those
attending the dinner can show their
Blackthorn tickets at the door to
receive a complimentary copy of
the Silvery Slocan Heritage Tour
guidebook.
Come and join us for a wonderful
evening of toe tapping Celtic music.
Tickets are available at the Bon
Marché/Dollar Store until 4 pm on
March 5. If there are any tickets left,
they will be available at the door at
7 pm.
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Kaslo & New Denver
Community Pharmacys
now carrying

Natural skincare products
Made in Canada
with Sea Buckthorn and honey
A MIRACLE
OF NATURE

Sea Buckthorn is amazing for dry
skin, age spots, wrinkles, rosacea,
eczema, psoriasis, and burns
•Paraben Free •Petroleum Free
•Sulfate Free •No Animal Testing

309 6th Ave, New Denver: 250-358-2500
403 Front Street, Kaslo: 250-353-2224

Introducing:
Peace of Mind Rental Management
Landlords: Forget the hassle of dealing with
tenants. Peace of Mind will screen applicants for
you, collect the rent, answer tenants’ emergency
calls, and arrange for repairs. All you have to do
is…nothing!
We have 15 years of experience as landlords of
three properties. Put your feet up and put our
knowledge of the area, the people and potential
problems to work for you!
Call 250-358-2119 or email kaytrin@netidea.com.

Renters: Contact us to fill out an application
and be placed on our pre-screened roster.
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working to secure enough funds to
transport a donated CP Rail plow and
caboose to a specially prepared site in
Nakusp. CP Rail has offered the retired
pieces to the Village of Nakusp, but there

is significant cost involved in transport
and site preparation for displaying the
pieces. Close to 30 people attended a
community kick-off meeting on January
7, wanting to see the project happen.
According to Donovan Gentles,
CP Rail’s Trainmaster in Revelstoke,
“both pieces of equipment either worked
or are identical to the pieces that did
work on the Kaslo Subdivision. The
plow was built in the late 1920s or
early 1930s and would have been
similar to the plows used on the Kaslo
Subdivision between Nakusp and
Kaslo until 1988.” The caboose is one
of the modern-day cabooses that were
built in the mid-to-late 1970s for the
mainlines and then introduced to the
branch lines as the older cabooses were
retired. The modern-day cabooses were
used frequently on the Nakusp-Kaslo
subdivision for approximately 10 years
until the last train in December 1988.
Although the original donation
offer from CP Rail was a caboose and
perhaps a plow, train buffs at the January
7 meeting pointed out that the plow
would be a more unique piece as it is
rarer (and much older it turns out), than
a caboose. Eight of the attendees agreed
to sit on a committee that would meet
and discuss the next steps and hopefully
end up acquiring both the caboose and
the plow. The committee, which is now
up to 12 members, has met five times
since, and accomplished much.
The Arrow Lakes Historical Society
has agreed to take the Nakusp Rail
Committee under its wing and sponsor
the grant applications. Chair of the
committee is Tracy Fetters and vice-chair
is Rob Glentworth. Other committee
members are Terry Welsh (Village of
Nakusp), Cedra Eichenauer (Chamber
of Commerce), Tom Zeleznik, Len
Smith, Beth McLeod, Paul Fetters,
Ernie Knecht, Dave Madden, Hal
Wright and Les Mair. Village of Nakusp
council has approved the committee’s

recommendation that the units be
located in the community park.
Costs involved in the project are
for preparing an authentic-looking
railbed for the units at the chosen site,
and transporting the units on low-bed
trailers, loading and unloading them
with a crane. The caboose is located in
Revelstoke and the plow is in Kamloops.
The committee has until March 15 to
secure enough funds to cover those
costs so the Village of Nakusp can
officially accept the donation offer
from CP Rail. So far, the committee
has confirmation of funding from the
Columbia Basin Trust and from the
RDCK Area K Director. Several other
grant applications have been submitted
and are pending decision. Once funding
is in place and everything is confirmed,
the committee would coordinate all the
site preparation and transportation and
hopefully have the units here before the
busiest part of the summer season.
The work will not end there, though.
The units will need some restoration
work and also ongoing maintenance
over the years. It is hoped that a Rail
Society can be formed to be stewards of
the units, in partnership with the Village
of Nakusp, which would own the units.
The Rail Society would be responsible

for raising funds to maintain the units in
presentable condition. The restoration
project could potentially include jobtraining, which could help some local
residents increase their employability.
The project would be of great
benefit to Nakusp, adding yet another
unique sight and activity for residents
and visitors to enjoy and learn from.
Nakusp’s history is based on the railway
yet as a community we do not recognize
that enough and there is no exterior
display or remaining evidence of the
rail history other than sections of railbed.
Having those pieces on display as part of
our heritage, eventually with interpretive
signage, will help significantly increase
the knowledge of our rail history. The
pieces will also be a tourism attraction,
drawing both the passers-by and rail
buffs who know we have pieces on
display in Nakusp. The future stewards
of the pieces would coordinate tours.
This would not only be a benefit to
local residents (individuals, school
groups, etc.), but it would be another
tourist attraction to help keep people in
town longer.
If you would like to discuss the
project, please contact Tracy Fetters,
chair of the Nakusp Rail Committee, at
250-265-3110.

The snowplow was built in the late 1920s or early 1930s and is similar to those used on the NakuspKaslo subdivision until the last train in 1988.
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submitted
Would you like to see some
important pieces of local railway history
on display in Nakusp? So would the
Nakusp Rail Committee, a new group

PHOTO CREDIT: TRACY FETTERS

Nakusp Rail Committee works to bring rail history to community park

The newer model caboose, in CPR yellow, was built approximately 1976-78 and replaced older cabooses on the Kaslo-Subdivision line as they were retired.

What makes hospice volunteering so important?
submitted
It is equally as important to help
and care for those leaving our world
as it is to those entering it. Hospice
volunteers play an important part in
this journey.
Hospice volunteers build
connections with clients and these
connections build trust to receive
heart to heart caring and healing for
the whole person, family and friends.
The New Denver Hospice is thrilled

to introduce our instructor this year,
Camille Roberts. Camille has lived
in the valley for many years and until
recently worked as the program director
for the Trail Hospice Society. Camille
worked as an RN in Maternity for 20
years at the Victoria General Hospital
and after successfully completing her
Masters in nursing, she taught nursing
at the University of Victoria and at
Camosun College.
If you are interested in being a

hospice volunteer, please join us for
our 2016 Hospice Training. The course
is open to everyone in the community
and entails about 30 hours split over
three weekends: Friday March 11, 6
pm-9 pm & Saturday March 12, 9
am-4 pm; Friday March 18, 6 pm-9
pm & Saturday March 19, 9 am-4 pm;
Saturday April 2, 10 am-2 pm. The cost
is $10 for course materials.
Contact: newdenverhospice@
yahoo.ca or Julie Fry 358-2317.
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School District 8 learns from students
get SD8’s first district-wide student
symposium.
A few years ago, Kootenay Lake
trustees began discussing how to
bring the voice of students to the
board table. Around the same time,
Superintendent Jeff Jones began
meeting with groups of secondary
students in their schools to discuss
their priorities and concerns. He and

the students involved found these to
be valuable experiences but lacking in
real outcomes. Last year, the district
gave secondary students from across
the district the opportunity to share
their voices in one room. That event
produced an abundance of valuable
information, but it was so wideranging that it was challenging to
consolidate and utilize. In the 2015-

PHOTO CREDIT: LORRI FEHR

by Sheri Walsh and Lori Thompson
What do you get when you
mix together almost 50 students in
grades 5, 9 and 11 from across the
Kootenay Lake school district with
piles of photos from old calendars,
mounds of playdough, rolls of paper,
coloured markers, popsicle sticks,
pipe cleaners, sticky dots, stacks of
play money and healthy snacks? You

SD8 students provide their ideas about their education at the first SD8 student symposium, held February 18 at Selkirk College in Nelson.

Spring Authors series to begin at Slocan Library
submitted
The Slocan Community Library is
honoured to host Eloise Charet, who will
deliver the first in a three-part series of
authors’ readings this spring. Eloise will
present her story on Sunday, March 6 at
1 pm at the Slocan Community Library,
710 Harold Street in the Village of Slocan.
Never Without Our Children
(2015) is her memoir of one part of the
humanitarian service Eloise has done
all of her life. A natural storyteller who
is able to balance tragedy with comedy,
her presentation will reveal how in 1974,
she and her sister Anna answered a call
for help by the Montreal-based Families
for Children Society, and left the family
farm in rural Quebec to ultimately open
an orphanage called Canada House.
This was during the horror of the Khmer
Rouge in Phnom-Penh, Cambodia.
They succeeded in helping with a daring
last-minute escape during which more
than fifty war orphans were airlifted
and repatriated with families waiting in
Canada. Eloise is known for her life’s
work supporting and promoting healthy
watersheds, cedar basketry and respect
for all living things.
The second date to mark on your
calendar is Sunday, April 3. At 1 pm, the
library will host two local authors with
intriguing topics. Nelson Miller wrote
The Book of Cool over a fifteen-year
period and finally had it published last
year. Its pages contain a series of 156

epigrammatic statements (concise, clever
and sometimes paradoxical) that approach
‘cool’ as a philosophy of life and a way
of living. Elizabeth Blakely, aka Agnes
Toews-Andrews, has lived and travelled
to sacred sites around the world gathering
experiences of the metaphysical and
paranormal. She will share a few UFO
and ET stories, and read from her fifth
book, Awake! A Spiritual Primer (2004).
The Nikkei internment will be
discussed on Sunday, May 4 at 1 pm by
Diana Cole, author of Sideways: Memoir
of a Misfit (2015). Diana was born in
an internment camp during World War
II. Sideways examines the violations
of human rights that occurred in both
Canada and the United States.
All readings at the Slocan Community
Library are free. Volunteers will make it
a comfortable experience. Books will be
available for purchase. We invite you to
take an hour from your day to step inside
the sanctuary of the library. You are likely
to leave refreshed and enriched.

CORRECTION

In our article, ‘Unity Fest to be
held July 15-17’ in our last issue, we
incorrectly reported that on Sunday,
vendors will move outside of the fence
so local residents can shop without
paying the festival entrance fee. In fact,
there will be an opportunity for locals
to shop at the festival vendors at 6 pm
on Sunday.

13
2016 budget, the board of education
established a ‘Student Voice’ initiative
and decided that each of the four
Committees of the Whole would host
a student symposium reflecting each
committee’s mandate.
The first of these symposia,
hosted by the Education and Budget
Stakeholder Engagement Committees,
occurred on Thursday, February 18 at
Selkirk College in Nelson. Led by
super energetic Healthy Schools’
Coordinator Mike Kent and facilitated
by district staff and parent volunteers,
students completed several activities
in multi-grade groups throughout the
day. Morning activities focused on
describing a vision for their education.
In the afternoon, students worked
through a mock budget to experience
the challenges of trying to make their
vision a reality. One of the aspirations
articulated was to have more real life
experiences; they certainly got one
when in the middle of their budgeting
process they found out that they
suddenly had to find the money to
pay for a leaky school roof and then
to accommodate several new students
moving into their school! Even
with such potentially overwhelming
dilemmas to deal with, one grade

11 student was overheard to remark
at the end of the day “I’m so happy.
That was fun!”
Consistent themes emerged over
the day. Some of these included a
desire for more learning outside of
the classroom, incorporating more
opportunities to combine learning
and travel, a desire for more quiet
places, wanting to be connected to
their communities and to have more
fine arts programs. Their ideas will
be synthesized and sent back to the
schools for further development
by students. After that, teachers,
school administrators, district staff
and committee members will look
at whether and how some of the
students’ ideas can be incorporated
into SD8 schools and then will report
back to students on how their ideas
were used.
Learnings from this experience
will be used to plan the second student
symposium scheduled for mid-May
and hosted by the Finance/Operations
and Policy/Governance Committees.
The committee names may sound
boring, but based on the high energy
in Mary Hall last Thursday, it’s sure to
be another valuable experience for the
district and students alike. Stay tuned.

COMMUNITY

14

The Valley Voice February 24, 2016

Mountain Film Festival celebrates 10 years with a twist
Wild by Sweetgrass productions. This
gripping documentary tells the true
story of the decades-long battle over
the future of the iconic Jumbo Valley.
Regular contributor and wildlife
photographer Jim Lawrence amazes
us with his new film Wild Moments,
a fast-moving video collection of
unusual encounters with all things
wild, big and small. Jim hopes
Wild Moments will embellish your
appreciation, leave you smiling, and
caring, for our fragile environment.
Hills photographer Chillia Zoll
presents us with Of Light, and Earth,
and Love. Every little bit of life is a
creature. We dive into the details of
Chillia’s garden, the inspiration for
this slideshow.
Other shows include Back of the
Glacier Ridge, a dreamy journey
through a seldom-visited area of the
Valhalla Range, and 127 Minutes,
a rock climbing epic created by the
Lucerne Senior Outdoor Ed students
during their film-making workshop
with Isaac Carter of ICandy Films.

Brace yourself for Children
of the Hut. What would happen
if four Kootenay kids stayed at
a backcountry hut and went ski
touring – without their parents?
From chopping wood to skiing
“pow” this adventurous hardy bunch
demonstrates their backcountry
skills in a charming and fun-filled
short film.

Enjoy these shows and more.
Proceeds go to support the North
Slocan Trails Society and their work
to maintain local trails. Pizza, sweets
and beverages are available from the
Lucerne School 2016 grad class as a
fundraiser at both the matinee and
evening shows.
Another twist on the weekend
includes coordinating with the Wide

Spot to discuss “What’s wild, and
what’s sacred about wild?” The film
festival seeks to inspire thought and
conversation so come join the free
dinner and discussion at Rory’s on
Main on Sunday March 6 at 5 pm.
For more information about
t h e N o r t h Va l l e y M o u n t a i n
Film Festival events please visit
northvalleyfilmfestival.com.

by Jan McMurray
The Nakusp and Area Community
Forest (NACFOR) has been working
with students in School District 10
schools from time to time over the
years. Recently, SD 10 and NACFOR
have decided to work on a partnership
agreement “to deepen the partnership
between our organizations for the
betterment of kids and community.”
NACFOR board president Kathy
Smith and project manager Frances
Swan attended the February 9 SD 10
meeting to make a presentation about
NACFOR’s activities in the schools
and the partnership agreement. Smith
said NACFOR’s school activities
were “ad hoc at the beginning” and
then the NACFOR board became

interested in developing “something
more focused.”
After a few meetings between
the two organizations, they have a
partnership vision statement and
goals, and have worked out their roles.
Two of the goals are to expand
and develop hands-on learning
opportunities and place-conscious
project-based learning experiences,
and to plan rich learning experiences
for National Forest Week each year.
Over the years, NACFOR
has provided bursaries to Nakusp
Secondary graduating students, and
has hosted students on community
forest lands for tree planting and
other forestry projects. During
an Immersion Week at Lucerne

School, students learned about forest
development planning, forest ecology
and wildlife management in the
Summit Lake area. During SD 10’s
‘Reconciliation through Art’ project,
students stripped bark from cedar trees
and wove baskets with Eloise Charet,
and learned about other traditional
Aboriginal skills, multiple uses of
the forest, and the workings of a
community forest.
Smith said the two organizations
are “just at stage one” in the partnership
agreement. “We’ll see what develops
from here,” she said. Superintendent
Terry Taylor said they would now
present to SD 10 educational staff
and “see about planning for National
Forestry Week next year.”

by Jan McMurray
Community members are
invited to attend the first ever
Special Olympics tournament to
take place in Nakusp. On Saturday,
February 27 from 10 am to 3 pm
at the curling rink, the Nakusp
Special Olympics curling team
will play host to the Oliver and
Trail teams.

“This is a fun spiel to allow our
curlers some competition,” said
Hans Sparreboom, chair of Special
Olympics Nakusp. “Our athletes
have worked really hard to get to
this point and are super excited!
We hope for a good showing from
the community.”
Most of the Nakusp team
members – Kendra Waskul, Robbin

Starr, Cory Waskul, and Michael
Waskul – have been curling for
four to five years. Coaches are Alan
Niquidet and Earl Frerichs.
Special Olympics Nakusp was
established in about 2009 and
currently has bocce, alpine skiing,
and curling teams. In the past,
there have also been some Nakusp
Special Olympic golfers.

School District 10 and NACFOR formalize partnership

Nakusp to host Special Olympics curling tournament

The Nakusp Special Olympic curling team will host a tournament February 26 and invites the community to come out and cheer them on. L to R:
Coach Alan Niquidet, Kendra Waskul, Robbin Starr, Cory Waskul, and Michael Waskul.
PHOTO CREDIT: STEPH WHITNEY

submitted
The North Valley Mountain
Film Festival celebrates its 10th
anniversary on Saturday, March 5
at the Silverton Memorial Hall. To
mark this special milestone, along
with an evening set, there will be an
afternoon screening of the Best of the
Fest – a selection of favourites from
the last nine years. Do you remember
Lucky 13, Yes to the No, or Images of
the Lardeau?
Doors for the Best of the Fest
show open at 2:30 pm, and films
start rolling at 3 pm. Admission is by
donation at the door.
The evening event for this
10th annual festival features an
exciting lineup of new films and
slideshows starting at 7 pm. Tickets
for the evening show are available at
Rutabaga’s and Silverton Building
Supplies (adults $10 and youth/
student $5). Get your tickets early as
this event sells out every year. Doors
open at 6:30 pm.
The evening feature film is Jumbo

Winlaw and Passmore Fire department members played a great game of baseball in the snow at the fourth annual Snow Pitch Tournament. Including
spectators, more than 30 people came out to support Muscular Dystrophy Canada. We raised $610! Special thanks to the Winlaw Mini-Mart for donating
the ingredients for the chili. Fomi’s donated the buns, Appledale Hall donated the venue, Anj’s Pro Painting donated to the silent auction and served the
chili. Thanks also to the locals who donated art work, tupperware and other cool items for the silent auction. This event just keeps getting better!
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Broadway Street in Nakusp: an historical perspective
Submitted by the Arrow Lakes
Historical Society
The community of Nakusp was
situated on surveyed land Blocks
397 and 398 which were Crown
granted to the Columbia & Kootenay
Railway & Navigation Company
in 1893. Nakusp is very fortunate
that the architects who designed the

town plan envisioned a community
much like we have today, with the
exception of the altered waterfront.
Broadway was given a width
of 75 feet while the parallel streets
were 66 feet, the same width as the
avenues. Making Broadway this
wide was a very wise move because
when the Bay Street stores, situated

below the Leland Hotel, moved up
to Broadway, it quickly became the
town centre.
Also, several of the Bay Street
shops were destroyed by fire in 1922
and most relocated to Broadway;
for example, Lewis Edwards moved
his station agent/insurance office to
where the Home Grown Market &

Postcard image of south side, 300 block, Broadway Street looking eastward from intersection of Broadway and Slocan. Edwards block (Islip grocery, telephone
office, drug store) at right. Rushton’s hardware (formerly Wagstaff & Vestrup store) at centre. Buerge’s garage and truck seen on opposite side of street at left.

Juice Bar is now.
The Cowan house was built in
1895 on Broadway and had been in
the family continuously until it was
sold last year. The Cowans had ties
to the Genelles who built the first
mill on the waterfront in 1893. Their
house was built by Joseph Goupille,
whose daughter, Elizabeth, was
married to Alfred Cowan; the Genelle
house was also built by Goupille
and was moved to the Spicer farm
by the first owner of the farm, Sam
Henry. Both had a fretwork design
on the fronts.
The Bon Marché was built in
1897 and began as a Pat Burns
butcher shop and was one of the
original buildings on Broadway.
Mrs. Charlotte Herridge bought the
business in 1910 and she gave it the
new name.
In 1910, two buildings were built
on Broadway. The Court House is
unique in its design, and is recognized
as being the last of its kind built in
BC and still in use today. The Opera
House next door was also built in

thanks the Arrow Lakes
Historical Society and
the Nakusp Museum for
preserving the heritage of
our valley!

416 Broadway • 250-265-3644

In 1973, after a successful merger
with Castlegar Savings Credit Union,
the credit union acquired and moved
into a double wide modular building
located on the co-op property where
the gas bar is now.
By supporting and with the
support of its members, the credit
union continued to grow and moved
into its present premises in Slocan
Park on September 18, 1993. In April
of 2004, the credit union opened
its West Boundary branch after
being approached by the residents
of Greenwood who were losing their
access to local banking services
after the Canadian Imperial Bank of
Commerce announced the closure
of the one bank branch the residents
relied on.
On October 30, 2006 Castlegar
Credit Union changed its name to
Heritage Credit Union to reflect its
geographic diversity from the Slocan
Valley to the West Boundary.
Heritage Credit Union is part

Many thanks to
our local historical
societies!
Insurance Brokers

of an international movement of
57,000 credit unions in 103 countries
that serve 208 million members. In
the Slocan Valley and around the
world, credit unions empower people
through access to high quality and
affordable financial services. Your
local credit union takes great pride
both in its shared heritage with the
residents of the Slocan Valley and its
commitment to the value of traditional
service both in person and online.

4 generations of DeVito shoemakers
90 years in the Kootenays

411 Hall • Nelson, BC • 250-352-6261
vincedevito.ca

1910; however, it is not in as good
shape as it could be. Shon Neufeldt,
of Shon’s Bike & Ski Shop, has just
begun renovations and plans to move
his business there. Right next to the
Opera House was Thomas Abriel’s
office which was built around the
same time and is no longer there.
In 1922, the Masonic Building,
a most impressive historic structure,
was used as a bank and post office
on the bottom floor with a spacious
meeting room for the Masons
upstairs.
In 1892 Columbia House was
built in the centre lots on Broadway
next to where the Bon Marché is
now. The Leland Hotel, the only hotel
left of the five built in 1892, is very
near Broadway and still a presence.
Across from the Leland was the
Grand Hotel which burned in 1925
and no one has since built on the
attractive property. The Nakusp Hotel
was below the Leland and didn’t
survive long. The Prospect House on
4th Ave. also did not last long.
Submitted by Rosemarie Parent

Village of
New Denver
thanks the Silvery
Slocan Historical
Society and the
Kyowakai Society for
their contributions
to local heritage
preservation.

Heritage Credit Union an integral part of the Slocan Valley’s history
submitted by the Heritage Credit
Union
In the early 1950s, the residents
of the Slocan Valley had no access
to banking services. Many were
rural citizens that kept their cash in
their homes “secured” in the usual
hiding places. There was a common
uncertainty and reluctance about
putting their cash somewhere else.
About late 1955, a few residents
around Slocan Park began talking
about the value of a local credit
union. There was both interest and
skepticism in pursuing this idea.
Nick Osachoff is recognized as one
of the leaders in organizing a few
citizens to attend the first ‘founding’
meeting. He would, in effect, become
the first manager as he cared for the
first collection of membership dues.
His small house by the Slocan River
near Vallican was the first branch
where more membership deposits
were taken.
By January 18, 1956 the official
name was Slocan Valley Credit Union
and on the 25th of April, 1956 loan
number 1, a farm improvement loan of
$100.00 was approved. This meeting
also approved the $5.00 share and
$1.00 entrance fee to the BC Credit
Union League now known as Central1
Credit Union.
The credit union operated from
the kitchen tables in the homes of
various directors until 1963, when it
moved into shared office space on the
north side of the Slocan Valley Co-op.

15

From our
humble
beginnings in a
Vallican Farm
kitchen...
...To our first
branch, at the
Co-op...
...To our
present-day
location in
Slocan Park...
...Heritage Credit Union has always
been there for our members.
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Is the SS Moyie a distinctive destination?

Our deep appreciation
for preserving and
exquisitely presenting
local history!
404 Front St. Kaslo, BC (250) 353-9667

Natural Food Store

The answer lies in the reasons
for the Moyie’s designation in 1958:
upon retirement the year before, she
was the oldest working Canadian-built
sternwheeler, she was representative
of the many such vessels that played
an important historic role in the BC
interior, and she appeared to be the
most complete and best preserved of
her kind. That description still applies
more than 57 years later – the SS Moyie
is distinct.
Upholding that distinctiveness
comes at a price. The SS Moyie is
still intact, the result of many years
of painstaking and sometimes costly
work. This past summer’s maintenance
tackled a long-standing problem:
the location and plugging of several
persistent leaks in the ship’s upper
works. Many thanks to Geoff Delves,
who with Al Beddow tracked down
and resolved the drainage issue, then
went on to repaint trim work and other
areas. That is one example of the small
but nasty threats to the ship’s physical
integrity.
At the other end of the scale there is
the threat of catastrophic damage from
fire. We have come to realize that the
fire suppression system installed nearly
30 years ago will have to be replaced.
This coming season we plan to find a
workable and affordable replacement.
Perhaps this year all the pieces will
come together and we can repair or
replace the paddlewheel cover.
The SS Moyie in Kaslo is open to
visitors from Mother’s Day, Sunday
May 8 to Thanksgiving Monday
October 10.. Take a step back in time
on this distinctive ship.
The Kootenay Lake Historical

422 Front St. Kaslo, BC

Learn about our diverse local history. Visit
the Archives of the Kootenay Lake
Historical Society in the Old Jail in the
basement of the Kemball Memorial Centre
Mondays 7-9 pm Thursdays 9 am - noon
www.klhs.bc.ca/archives
Thank you to all the volunteers for your
dedication in keeping our history alive

Serving
Kaslo for
over 75
years

Thank you to the CBT
for supporting the
disabled access ramp
project to the municipal
level of the City
Hall building.

Society, custodian of the SS Moyie, also
operates the Kootenay Lake Archives
in Kaslo. The archives is holding an
exhibit at the Langham in Kaslo entitled
Landscapes of the Past. Come and see
photographs from the collection dating

Village of Kaslo

of the past matched with a modern
photo taken from the same place. This
exhibit runs at the Langham from
March 11 to May 1 with the formal
opening on March 11 at 7 pm. For
information call 250-353-3204.

SS Moyie steaming out of Kaslo Bay in late 1940s.

The Langham Cultural Society showcases two new exhibits this spring
submitted by the Langham Cultural
Society
The Langham Cultural Society is
the steward of the award-winning 1896
Langham building, which has been
witness these 120 years to three main
eras, beginning with the silver-rich
mining era when it was first built, to the
internment of the Japanese Canadians
during World War II, and its decay
until the early 1970s when a group of
passionate ‘hippies’ had a vision to save
the building for a cultural centre. They
received funding and their renovations
resulted in 1978 with the Canadian
Best Restoration Project from Heritage
Canada. We celebrate BC Heritage
Week this year with an excerpt from
writings from Pat Bowyer, one of the
founding members of the Langham
Cultural Society, from his 1991 family
memoir. This was presented by his
daughter during the Langham 40th
Anniversary Gala Weekend in 2014.
“Located in the middle of the
village, the building squatted like some
blowzy bag-lady, too tired and dispirited
to remain on her feet. She had settled on
front and sides, where walls had rotted,

Thank you to the
Kootenay Lake Historical
Society for keeping
Kaslo’s heritage alive for
all of us to enjoy

Mayor and Council

back to the beginning of Kaslo in 1891
through to the late 1950s. See a detailed
view of the lower part of Kaslo taken
by a panoramic camera in the 1920s.
Watch videos created by Gordon
Portman of ‘Then and Now’ – images

PHOTO CREDIT: PERCY ORRELL

submitted by the Kootenay Lake
Historical Society
This year’s Heritage Week theme
is ‘distinctive destinations.’ Every
year Kaslo’s restored sternwheeler
SS Moyie is a destination for people
from around the world. In 2015
there were more than 15,000 visitors,
including the Lieutenant-Governor of
British Columbia. But is the Moyie a
distinctive destination? She is a national
historic site, but so are the sternwheelers
SS Keno and SS Whitehorse in the
Yukon, or the St. Roch in Vancouver.

Kaslo Community Pharmacy

sending ripples up her once elegant
siding, like wrinkles in the old girl’s
stockings.
“Still dominating everything in
the vicinity, the imposing three-story
building, with its ten dormer windows
on the roof, had once been a graceful
addition to the village. Back in the silver
boom of the 1890s, when there were two
dozen other hotels, not to mention six
brothels, this had been a “Gentlemen’s”
Residential Hotel.
“I think we were a little mad, for
we eventually did buy the old place.
Then, within three years, by dint of an
almost superhuman community effort,
we had returned it to its former glory.
Today the building boasts a theatre, two
art galleries, craft workshops, a library,
and ten private studios each with its own
rooftop dormer. It’s now the Langham
Cultural Centre. In pride of place on
the wall beside the main entrance, is a
plaque from Heritage Canada, informing
everyone that this was our country’s best
Restoration Project in 1978. The old
building no longer sags, and has been
given a new lease on life. She once
again stands proud and upright, a credit
to the village.”
Now in our 42nd year, the Langham
Cultural Society continues to bring arts,
culture and heritage to the region. This
spring the gallery program is presenting
two new exhibitions, opening on Friday,
March 11 and running through to May

1: LANDSCAPES OF THE PAST and
LARDEAU LANDSCAPES. They
will showcase our Kootenay natural
and man-made landscapes, old and new.
The historical photo exhibit in the
Community Gallery is co-curated by
Elizabeth Scarlett of Kootenay Lake
Archives, Kaslo, with Langham curator,
Arin Fay. This exhibit will offer the
viewing public large-scale prints of
some of the old-time photography from
the region.
The Main Gallery will showcase
three important regional artists: Deb
Borsos, Maggie Oliver, and Richard
Taylor. Deb Borsos (pastel landscapes)
achieves an impressionistic style which
reflects the Kootenay area’s character;
a perfect balance of traditional shapes
and lines suggesting our rich landscape.
Maggie Oliver (traditional oil) captures
the mood and unpredictability of
nature in her work. Using old-masters’
technique, Oliver is able to create
paintings that portray the power and
majesty of the Kootenay landscape.
Richard Taylor (wood block prints)
offers the viewer works that are as true
as possible to the scale and impact of
the environment, landform, and broad
landscape.
Join us this spring for these first two
exhibitions of our 2016 year and visit our
Japanese Canadian Museum. For more
information contact 250-353-2661 or
visit website www.thelangham.ca

403 Front St • 250-353-2224
A big thanks
to our local
historical
societies.

Kootenay Lake
Historical Society

farther forward you
are likely to see.”

Kaslo Building
Supply

6521-Hwy 31, Kaslo • 250-353-7628
www.kaslobuilding.com • kaslo.building@telus.net

“The farther backward
you can look, the

Custodians of the world’s oldest
intact passenger sternwheeler The S.S. Moyie in Kaslo.
Open Mothers Day to Thanksgiving
archives@klhs.bc.ca • ssmoyie@klhs.bc.ca

― Winston S.
Churchill

The Langham in the early 1970s.

HERITAGE WEEK

February 24, 2016 The Valley Voice

Did a local grizzly cub inspire the Teddy Bear?
submitted by the Lardeau Valley
Historical Society
The Lardeau Valley Historical
Society (LVHS) was handed a claim
to fame recently: that an orphaned
grizzly cub, whose mother was shot
at Meadow Creek in 1903, was
purchased by the famous American
Theodore Roosevelt, and went on

to inspire the original Teddy Bear
stuffed toy.
The story came to the society
through former Meadow Creek
resident and history buff Art
Carson, as a newspaper clipping of
unidentified origin that had been in
the possession of his family since
the ’40s. The story, written by Stuart

The ruins of the Cody Halfway still stand today along the fringe of Larry and Coriene
Greenlaw’s land.

Nakusp’s Centennial building was originally constructed as a school in 1911-12.

Brown and entitled ‘Teddy’s BC
Bear,’ reads as follows:
“The preserving of one’s name
to posterity is sometimes effected
in simple manner but seldom so
simply as by the production of a
doll. Yet in the case of illustrious
Teddy Roosevelt, once President of
the United States, by producing a
doll we have a case where the name
‘Teddy’ reaches out to the far ends
of the earth. Strange to relate, this
little matter has a direct relation to
our own British Columbia.
“In the spring of 1903 the
colorful Teddy was hunting grizzly
bear out in the State of Colorado. My
partner, Art Cody, and I were on the
same mission in the Kootenays of
British Columbia. One morning we
killed a grizzly and captured her only
cub, which we took down to the little
hamlet of Kaslo. He was the cutest,
most playful little fellow that could
be imagined and soon was the joy
and pride of the juvenile population.
“Teddy heard of him and on a
wired offer of a substantial sum our
cub was crated and sent off to his
new home in Washington, DC. The
little crate, bedecked with the Union
Jack and the Stars and Stripes and
labelled “I’m Teddy’s bear – who’s
[sic] bear are you?” was wheeled to
the steamer for the start of his long
trip, followed by every sorrowing
urchin of the district. In Washington
his popularity persisted and Teddy
Roosevelt conceived the idea of
turning out the doll, inspired by the
original Teddy Bear of our British

Nakusp’s Centennial building is
a ‘Distinctive Destination’
submitted by the Nakusp & District
Museum Society
Construction of the new school,
now Nakusp’s Centennial Building,
started in 1911 and was completed in
1912 by the Glenbank crew of Albert
Poole, Gardener, Kirk and Crowell
and others. The school opened with
an enrollment of about 45 students
led by the principal, Gordon, and
an assistant teacher, Miss Kathleen
Mitchell. The classes covered grade
1 to grade 8. Those continuing to
high school would have to go to
Revelstoke, Nelson or Kaslo.
Inside, steps led to a separate
hall in the basement with the girls
on the south side and the boys on
the north side. Washrooms, which
featured flush toilets, were installed
in the back of the rooms.
There were no sidewalks, there
was really no street, but the structure
stood large and proud, an asset to an
emerging community.

This school eventually became a
high school after the completion of
the Nakusp Elementary School. In
later years the high school moved to
its new location and the Centennial
Building was occupied by the library
and the village office, with the
museum in the basement. The
village office later moved out and
the library took over the main floor.
In 2013 construction started
on an addition at the back of the
building for the Historical Society to
house its extensive archives.
It is now a cultural centre
together with info centre next
door, and the regional library,
museum and archives in the same
building...definitely a ‘Distinctive
Destination’!

Katrine Conroy, MLA
Kootenay West

Thank you to all the
individuals and groups
that work to preserve the
heritage and rich history
of the West Kootenay!

Columbia ranges.”
How credible is this strange and
new-found claim to fame?
“We would need to undertake
some considerable research to fully
verify Stuart Brown’s story,” says
Peter Jonker of LVHS. “But old
Census Canada records identify
Arthur Cody as a 24-year-old
unmarried local resident in 1903.
He operated what the late Ernie
Alexander’s book, Lardeau-Duncan
Memories, identifies as the Cody

17
Halfway House – a rough-hewn
log-walled overnighting lodge for
wayfaring miners and prospectors
– the ruins of which still stand
today along the fringe of Larry and
Coriene Greenlaw’s land.”
Perhaps the time has come for
Meadow Creek to own its fame and
mascot. As Art Carson summed up
in his cover letter: “White River,
Ontario has Winnie The Pooh. But
according to Stuart Brown, you’ve
got Teddy!”

We recognize the
important volunteer work
done by the historical
societies in our area.
Thank you!

New Market
Foods

6th Avenue
New Denver, BC
250-358-2270

What a difference a few decades make.....
For over 100 years, the Ainsworth Hot
Springs have drawn visitors from all parts
of the world.
Experience the Ultimate. Come for the
water, stay for the night.
Delicious cuisine for any occasion.
• Hot Springs Caves and Pool
• 41 A/C Rooms
• Restaurant & Lounge
• Retail/Gift Shop

Constituency Office: #2-1006 3rd St
Castlegar, BC Phone: 1-888-755-0556
Katrine.conroy.mla@leg.bc.ca

Silverton Building Supplies

Purveyors of fine merchandise
Good Stock readily available for the Latest in
Home Improvements! Specific Remedies for the
Home such as are required by the Experienced
Tradesman and Home Repairer
Located Next to the Wakefield Building, 1898
We will wait for and greatly appreciate your visit!

618 Lake Avenue, Silverton • 250-358-2293 • Toll-free: 1-800-332-0588 • sbs@silvertonbuilding.ca

Hot Springs are open daily from 10 am until 9:30 pm
Springs Dining Room is open daily from 7:30 am - 9:30 pm
Reservations always appreciated.
1-800-668-1171 or 250-229-4212
www.hotnaturally.com
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Nikkei Internment Memorial Centre digitization project update
submitted by the Village of New
Denver
Nik•kei: people or a person
of Japanese heritage. Commonly
used in Japan to refer to people of
Japanese ancestry that are living
abroad as citizens of other countries.
The Nikkei Internment
Memorial Centre (NIMC) opened
its doors in 1994 as an initiative of
the New Denver Kyowakai Society
to commemorate and honour the
stories of more than 22,000 Japanese
Canadians who were stripped of their
civil rights, labelled “enemy aliens”
and uprooted from their coastal
homes during the Second World War.
Located at 306 Josephine
St. in New Denver’s Orchard
neighbourhood, on the site of
a former internment camp, the

original buildings, period artefacts,
interpretive displays, and Heiwa
Teien garden designed by the
renowned Roy (Tomomichi) Sumi,
chronicle this extraordinary episode
in Canadian history.
The NIMC’s purpose is to
collect, preserve, conserve, research,
exhibit, and interpret objects which
represent the life and condition of the
Nikkei living in the New Denver and
West Kootenay camps between 1942
and 1957. The collection’s focus is
on the social rather than the political
aspects of life for the Nikkei during
and after the uprooting.
For further information on the
historical significance of the Nikkei
Internment Memorial Site please
visit: newdenver.ca/nikkei.
In 2012 the Village of New

An on-going tradition of
excellence in road
construction and
maintenance

Phone - 250 265-4100 or 250 265-4844
E-mail - galenacontractors@telus.net

403 Front St • 250-353-2224

We wish to commend the
volunteers that maintain
our archives and our local
museum. Without our history,
we have no future.

Saddle Mountain
Medical Clinic

84 Broadway • Nakusp
250-265-3694

Slocan Village Market
Thank you to the
Slocan Valley Historical
Society for all of their
good work.

(Toronto), and the Kamloops
Japanese Canadian Museum &
Archives can also be searched
though this database.
Please take a moment to look at
the photographs of the collections
by visiting nikkeimuseum.org/
index.php.

125th anniversary of the beginnings of New Denver

Box 70, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0

New Denver Community
Pharmacy

continued throughout the 2012, 2013
and 2015 seasons. If grant funding
is secured for summer students,
the project is scheduled to resume
in 2016.
The collections from the Nikkei
National Museum (Burnaby),
Japanese Canadian Cultural Centre

Japanese-Canadian students participate in New Denver’s annual Victoria Day Maypole dancing during the internment period.

Galena Contractors Ltd.

Thank you to our local
Historical Societies for
keeping our heritage alive
for all of us to enjoy

Denver, working with the New
Denver Kyowakai Society and the
Burnaby-based Nikkei National
Museum and Cultural Centre, began
a digitization project to provide
online public access to photos of
all the items in the NIMC’s artefact
and archival collections. The project

Thank you to the
Slocan Valley
Historical Society!

The Village of New
Denver

submitted by the Silvery Slocan
Historical Society
2016 marks the 125th
anniversary of the beginning of a
settlement at the mouth of Seaton
Creek, later called Carpenter Creek.
The Nelson newspaper, The Miner,
recorded much of what happened in
the ‘Stampede to Slocan Lake’ in
1891. Here are a few short excerpts.
September 26: “Last week Eli
Carpenter and Jack Seaton returned
from a trip westward from Kaslo
creek, having located on the west
slope of the mountain some galena
ledges. Assays of the ores from these
ledges gave results varying from 125
to 175 ounces of silver to the ton…
On Monday last Eli Carpenter and E.
A. Bielenberg of Ainsworth quietly
packed up their blankets and left for
the Slocan river, by way of Nelson.
On Monday night about 8 boats and
probably 20 miners slipped away
under the guidance of Jack Seaton
and took the opposite route via
Kaslo creek… No doubt can now be
felt that an exceedingly rich belt of
galena and copper ores exists in the

A Heritage
of
Industry
m
Crescent Bay
Construction
Nakusp, BC

mountains between the Slocan and
Kootenay lakes.”
By October 17, Angus
McGillivray had registered with
the government his intention to
purchase 320 acres at the mouth of
Carpenter Creek. The new settlement
progressed rapidly.
November 14: “Hunter & Co.
have started a store at the mouth of
Seaton creek, and expect to have a
ton or two of staples in this fall, so
that prospectors need not bring in
large packs in the spring.” In this
edition there was also a call for the
creation of a Government office.
November 28: “From present
indications, half a hundred hardy,
adventurous prospectors will put
in the winter in Slocan district…
other parties are either in or on the
way in and Slocan is far from being
a deserted section of the greatest
undeveloped mining district in
British North America, if not the
greatest on earth.”
The Steam Ship William Hunter,
was getting its start by December
19: “Mr. Hunter states that his firm
will get out material for the hull
of a steamboat, so that the work
of building it can be commenced
as soon as the working model is
received from Stephenson, the
Portland (Oregon) boat builder.
There is an abundance of good
timber on the lake shore, and expert

sawyers have been engaged to
whipsaw the lumber.”
December 26: “The snows of
winter have no terrors for those who
have faith in Slocan district. Men
are strung along the trail between
Nelson and the lower end of Slocan
lake – some hauling boats, some
pulling toboggans, some driving
pack animals, some with their all on
their backs…A number of men are
camped at the mouth of Carpenter
creek…all expecting to “get there”
in the spring.”
January 16, 1892: “Eldorado
City has 4 completed cabins and
another under way. The boys are
putting in the time hunting. There
was little snow at the lake.”
To learn more about the history
of New Denver and Slocan Lake, or
about the Silvery Slocan Historical
Society which preserves that history,
go to facebook.com/SilverySlocan
or contact us at silveryslocanhs@
gmail.com. From the May Long
Weekend to Labour Day weekend,
visit the museum in the heritage
Bank of Montreal building, home
of the village’s first bank from 1897
to 1969.
The historical society invites
area residents to its AGM at 2 pm
March 19, at the Hidden Garden
Gallery, and to consider becoming a
society member, a volunteer, and/or
a member of the board.

Ph. 250 265-3747
Fx. 250 265-3431
Email cresbay@
telus.net

CELEBRATING HERITAGE
Nikkei Internment Memorial Centre

The Village of New Denver is proud to operate the Nikkei Internment Memorial Centre because it is a unique and significant piece
of local and national heritage.
Please be reminded that the centre is open from May 1st to September 30th 2016. The centre will continue to focus on telling the story
of the over 22,000 Japanese Canadians who were forcibly relocated
during World War II.

THE
VILLAGE
OF
SLOCAN
Thank you to the Slocan
Valley Historical Society
for your efforts to help
preserve our history and
local heritage.

One of the earliest, dated photographs of New Denver, September 1894

COMMUNITY
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New Denver council, February 9: Villages will band together to access rural funding
by Katrine Campbell
• Mayor Ann Bunka and CO
Catherine Allaway attended a recent
meeting dealing with the BC Rural
Dividend, which will put $75 million
into a grant program over the next three
years. The program is intended to assist
rural communities “transition their
economies,” according to the premier.
Municipalities will band together and
work together, Bunka said. To this end,
CAOs from area villages will meet
March 21. Program criteria and other
details will be finalized by March.
• Councillor Henning von Krogh

reported Marguerite Rotvold of
Midway was acclaimed as board
chair of the West Kootenay Boundary
Regional Hospital District; Walter
Popoff, Area H director, was
acclaimed as acting chair. Silverton’s
Leah Main was appointed to the
executive committee, which makes
recommendations to the board; she
represents the Slocan Valley, Nakusp,
Arrow Lakes and Castlegar.
- The capital reserve fund stands at
approximately $10 million. von Krogh
said some people have questioned the
wisdom of saving the money when

By Jan McMurray
• Water and garbage rates will
increase by three percent this year.
The two bylaws reflecting the
increases were given three readings,
and subsequently adopted at a special
meeting.
• The campground policy was
amended to allow for the season
to be extended if mutually agreed
upon between the campground
attendant and the CAO. Currently,
the campground is open May 15 to
September 30. Tyler Paynton will
be the campground attendant again
this season.
• Council voted to send Councillor
Bell to the Volunteer Recognition
Event hosted by the Slocan Valley
Community Legacy Society on April
16 at the Winlaw Hall.
• The Village received a cheque
for $123,926.49, the second payment
for the fuel treatment project. The last
payment will arrive when the project
has been completed. The Village

will receive a total of $352,350 for
the project.
• Council approved Mayor
Clarke’s attendance at the 2016
Mayor’s Caucus in Fort St. John
and at the Federation of Canadian
Municipalities conference in
Winnipeg.
• All members of council will
attend the Association of Kootenay
Boundary Local Governments
conference in Kimberley.
• Mayor Clarke reported that
members of local governments in
the area and representatives from
CBT and Ministry of Forests met
with Richard Toperczer from the
Province to discuss the upcoming
Rural Dividend funding opportunity.
The group identified some potential
projects and agreed to work together
as a region to access the funds if
possible. The group will meet again,
and will invite rural directors and
other stakeholders, once the program
is officially announced.

Silverton council, February 9:
Water and garbage rates go up 3%

interest rates are so low, but he said it
is preferable to borrowing more money
for projects.
- Interior Health asked the board
to contribute $2.3 million for capital
projects in the next fiscal year. Most
of the projects are shared cost with IH
picking up 60 percent – but planning
the redevelopment of Nakusp’s acute
and emergency department, a priority
for the WKBRHD, will have to be paid
for entirely by the board. IH will not
contribute to the $100,000 cost.
von Krogh is exasperated by the
perceived lack of a long-term plan.
“They tend to be reacting to needs. I
haven’t seen a one-, or two-, or fiveyear plan from IH. Surely they have
a five-year plan! That would help us
with our reserves.” Mayor Bunka
commented that a plan should be a
public document.
• Bunka and Councillor Nadine
Raynolds attended the February 8
meeting of the Slocan Valley Economic
Development Commission. They
reported the EDC intends to continue
with the Business Retention and
Expansion (BRE) plan that came
out of the research it commissioned.
Community-directed funds agreements
are in the works; the EDC will hold
three meetings this year, as the bulk of
its work on the agreements is finished.

Public Notice of Open House
Highway 3A South Slocan
Overhead Project

The Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure invites
the public and stakeholders to attend an information
session to preview plans and provide comments
regarding the proposed design of the South Slocan
Overhead Project on Highway 3A in South Slocan.
The proposed option is to remove the existing bridge
over the rail line and replace it with fill to create a
roadway. The project scope also includes several safety
improvements to this section of Highway 3A.
Ministry staff will be on hand to provide information
and answer questions.
The drop-in open house is scheduled for the
following date:
Tuesday, March 1, 2016
4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Mount Sentinel Secondary School
1014 Playmor Road
South Slocan, B.C.

For more information, please contact
Robbie Kalabis, Project Manager,
by telephone at 250 354-6448
or by e-mail at Rob.Kalabis@gov.bc.ca

MoTI Ad #1138 B - Open
House Highway 3A
The SlocanValley Voice
Wednesday, Feb. 10
Wednesday, Feb. 24
170 lines
(2 columns x 85 lines)
3.90” X 6.071”

• Councillor Raynolds reported
on the Slocan District Chamber of
Commerce meeting. The AGM will be
held March 10. The members discussed
reviewing the chamber’s committees to
decide which should stay and which
could be dissolved. There is a lot of
interest in the health committee. The
chamber wants to continue working
with the EDC on the BRE program.
The air band competition, a fundraiser,
will happen in April.
• The Village will tell the RDCK

it has no objections to the request for
an extension to the proposed timeline
for the Freedom Quest Youth Services
West Kootenay Parkour Leadership
Program project, funded by CBT
Community Initiatives.
• Council agreed to provide a
minimum of $500 in-kind support to
the 2016 WildSafe BC program. This
will ensure the program will receive a
subsidy to continue its work delivering
public education to reduce humanwildlife conflict in the community.

BLAZE KING/
VALLEY
COMFORT
TAKE ADVANTAGE!
RDCK WOOD
STOVE EXCHANGE
PROGRAM GRANTS
STILL AVAILABLE
FOR THE VALLEY

KOOTENAY FURNACE LTD.
Slocan City • 250-355-0088
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza.
250-353-2282.

AUTOMOTIVE

2007 PONTIAC WAVE FWD, Auto,
133,060 km, sunroof. $5,000. 250-3582206.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

THINKING OF STARTING, buying or
expanding your own business? If so, call
Community Futures offers business loans,
counseling & training; and delivers the
Self Employment program in the Arrow
& Slocan Lakes area. For more info leave
a message at 265-3674 ext. 201 or email
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.
WORK YOUR DREAM JOB and be
your own boss with help from the Self
Employment program at Community
Futures! Through this program you will
receive business plan instruction and
ongoing business training and coaching
while you start your business. And if
you’re eligible you will usually also receive
financial support for the first year. To learn
more call 265-3674 ext. 201 or email
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

CARD OF THANKS

JOAN LAW & FAMILY would like to
thank everyone for your love and support.
We live in an amazing community. We
were truly blessed by the love shown to
us. The food that was brought in and the
ladies that put on the tea were a blessing
to all of us. Thank you Dr. Burkholder for
your many house visits, also Dr. Magier and
all the staff at the Pavilion for the kindness
and thoughtfulness you showed caring
for Danny. Special thanks to Cam, whose
weekly physio visits for the last four years
meant so much to Danny.

COMING EVENTS

SENIORS DROP-IN PROGRAM.
Every Tuesday and Thursday 10 am - 2
pm. Silverton Memorial Hall. Socializing,
Lunch, Workshops and Outings. Open to
all seniors in the area.
INTERESTED IN BEING A HOSPICE
VOLUNTEER or refreshing your Hospice
skill set? This course is open to everyone
in the community. Approx. 30 hrs split over
2 weekends: Friday March 11, 6 pm-9 pm
& Saturday March 12, 9 am-4 pm; Friday
March 18, 6 pm-9 pm & Saturday March
19, 9 am-4 pm; Saturday April 2, 10 am-2

CLASSIFIED ADS

pm. Cost: $10 for course materials. Contact:
newdenverhospice@yahoo.ca or Julie Fry
358-2317.
VALLICAN WHOLE ~ UP CLOSE &
INTIMATE entertainment series. April
2~KOOTENAY DIVAS, April 23~LUCAS
MYERS in CAMPGROUND. $40 pass for
both events on sale at www.VallicanWhole.
com www.Facebook.com/TheWhole 250226-7957
SAILING LESSONS/TOURS at Slocan
Village Beach - Every Sunday & Monday
mid June-Sept. $60 Per - Teens and Adults.
Kootenay Catamaran, info - skroby1@
yahoo.com. Cdn Yachting Certification
available.
SLOCAN COMMUNITY LIBRARY
Free Author’s Reading: Eloise CharetCalles presents Never Without Our Children
(2015), Sunday March 6 at 1 pm.
SLOCAN VALLEY THREADS GUILD
now collecting donations of fabric, yarns and
craft supplies for Yard and Yardage event
Sunday, April 17. Time to call Sharon 2267703 or Jasmine 352-7152 to arrange P/U.
W I N L AW WAT E R S H E D
COMMITTEE AGM - Tuesday, March 8,
7 pm, at the NEW SIFCo office (Hoodikoff

Rd., follow signs). Membership open to
residents between Pedro & Trozzo Creeks,
east of Slocan River.
THE BIG AIR BAND/Lip Sync Contest is
coming April 23 to the Silverton Memorial
Hall, so get your act together! Calling on all
Slocan Valley businesses, organizations,
groups and individuals to enter to win
cash prizes for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place in
two categories: adults and kids. Coaching
available. Don’t miss out on the fun! All
ages and abilities, and all kinds of music
welcome. Hosted by the Slocan District
Chamber of Commerce. More info: 250358-7249 or 250-226-7967.
ME INC. WORKSHOP - Thinking about
starting a business? The Basin Business
Advisors Program will teach you what you
need to get started at this free workshop
on March 22 (2-3:30 pm) at the Slocan
Valley Threads Guild in Winlaw. Register at
bbaprogram.ca or call 1-855-510-2227.
3RD ANNUAL BLUES BREWS AND
BBQ - A fundraiser for Kootenay Coop
Radio will be held at Finley’s Bar and
Grill on Saturday February 27, starting at
6 pm. Featuring Texas blues legend Sonny
Rhondes along with lots of local talents:
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Aardvark Unplugged, Clinton Swanson,
Lil Dave and the Big Blue Wave and The
Lazy Poker Blues Band. Special southern
style BBQ menu,Kid friendly till 10 pm.
Tickets $25 at KCR, Otter Books, Finley’s
and in the valley at Gaia Tree in Winlaw.
GIRLS’EMPOWERMENT MOVEMENT
(GEM) Program for girls ages 10-13 at the
Nelson & District Women’s Centre. Fun &
experiential learning, games, art, and girl
talk. $30 for Series of 6 Workshops: March
5, 12, 17, 19, 24 & 26. 10 am to 2 pm, lunch
included. Register: 250-352-9949 or gem@
nelsonwomenscentre.com
ST. PADDY’S “VEGAS” NIGHT
Saturday, March 19 at the Slocan Valley
Legion Branch 276. Doors open at 5:30
pm, Casino starts at 6 pm. Fantastic Buffet
at 7 pm, more Casino at 8 pm. Live
entertainment. The “Royal Hawaiian Hula
Dancers” will be back too!! Tickets available
at Mountain Valley Station in Slocan or
phone 355-2672 to reserve. Tickets: $15
ea. to March 13th $20 after March 13th.
The Legion welcomes members & guests!
SAIL - STRATEGIES AND ACTIONS
for Independent Living (SAIL) – an IHA
fall prevention program will be presented

Advertise in the

Valley Voice
It pays!!!

• Call 358-7218 for
details •

email:
valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

Your ad could
be here for only
$11.00 + GST

ENVIRONMENT
info

Your ad could
be here for only
$11.00 + GST

– New Clients Welcome –

Dr. Michael Brennan • Chiropractor
Over 10 years experience
Appointments can be scheduled by contacting
his Nelson office at 250-352-5135

Dr. Brennan comes to New Denver and Nakusp every week:
Slocan Community Health Centre on Tuesday Afternoons;
Arrow Lakes Hospital on Wednesday.
Offering Chiropractic, Concussion Management, Cold Laser Therapy,
Custom Orthotics, Auto Injury Care and many more services.

www.activebalancechiro.ca

Open 1 pm to 4:30 pm Tues. to Sat.

Your ad could
be here for only
$11.00 + GST
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by Physiotherapist Marie Hunder. March 3,
10:30 am, Silverton Memorial Hall. Funded
by the Seniors Drop In program.
AGM – SILVERY SLOCAN Historical
Society. Saturday, March 19 at 2 pm. To be
held at the Hidden Garden Gallery.
EASTER BUNNY HOP: Sat March 19,
1-2:30 pm, $5 per child, Vallican Whole.
250-226-0008 to pre-register.
WIDE SPOT - The LAST Wide Spot of
the season: What’s Wild, and What’s Sacred
about Wild? Attend the North Valley
Mountain Film Festival on Saturday, and
come ponder wilderness at Rory’s on Main
on Sunday, March 6. Music by Freya begins
at 4:45; discussion at 5. Light supper follows.
No-cost child care at the Youth Centre. Wide
Spot, a free and occasional community
discussion, is a gift to the community from
Turner-Zion United Church.

FOR RENT

LARGE 3 BEDROOM upper level
apartment in Silverton. Washer, Dryer.
$595/month plus utilities. No Smoking, No
Pets, References. 250-358-2293.
MARCH 1ST MOBILE HOME for rent
in New Denver, 402 7th Avenue $600/
month $300 DD, Non Smoking Call Barb
or Peter at 403-678-6516.
MOUNTAIN COTTAGE AVAILABLE
for spring rentals in March. Weekends,
weekly or monthly with discounts. 250-2312174 www.slocanlakemountaincottage.
com

HEALTH

YOGA IN SILVERTON – THE
INWARD JOURNEY: Monday 9-10:30
am; Thursday 4-5:30 pm. Honour your
body by reducing stress, building strength,
flexibility and balance. Upper story of the
fire hall in Silverton. Only 5 minutes from
New Denver. Open to all levels. Come
and share mindfulness and the exultation
of inner flow.
TRADITIONAL THAI MASSAGE with
Tyson - Special Intro offer: 2 hour Thai
massage for $50. Experience an ancient
physiotherapy method for body/mind
wellness. Available by appointment in the
Slocan Valley and Nelson. Tyson Bartel
250-226-6826 http://www.thaitouch.ca/

HELP WANTED

CERTIFIED PHARMACY ASSISTANT
or Registered Pharmacy Technician required
for local pharmacy. Fax qualifications
and resume to 250-353-2336. We invite
submissions from qualified individuals
only. Please no phone calls.

IN MEMORIAM

FOR SALE

AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING
CONTAINERS 20 ft. and 40 ft. sizes.
Kootenay Containers. Sales & Rentals.
Castlegar. 250-365-3014.
TIDY TANK FOR SALE: 120 gal.
double walled Tidy Tank with hose nozzle
and electric pump. $1700 OBO. Call 250358-7767.

CLASSIFIED ADS
LIVESTOCK

Bulls: Registered Luing. Galena Creek
Ranch. Telephone: 250-346-3100. E-Mail:
galenacreekranch@telus.net.

NOTICES

FOR INFORMATION ON AA, NA,
OA, ACOA OR ALANON MEETINGS
contact in New Denver: 358-7904 or 3587158; Nakusp 265-4216; Kaslo 353-2658;
Slocan 355-2805; South Slocan 226-7705;
Playmor Junction 359-7310.
WWW.CARPENTERCREEKLAST
WISHESSOCIETY.CA provides
information on preplanning for death and
advice for alternative funeral arrangements.
Ph: 250-358-2253.
NELSON & AREA ELDER ABUSE
PREVENTION Resource Centre: 250352-6008 preventeldRabuse@sbdemail.
com / www.nelsonelderabuseprevention.
org. Drop-in Wednesdays 12-2 pm, 719
Vernon Street, Nelson. Nelson and District
Seniors Coordinating Society.

PETS

PERSONALIZED DOG CARE –
WINLAW. Your dog’s home away from
home, no kennels, acres of fenced play area
and river swims. Call now to book your
dog’s vacation. 1-250-448-6553, www.
barknrollinn.com.
DOES YOUR DOG OR PUPPY frustrate
you? Would you like to have the dog of your
dreams? Would you like to confidently go
anywhere with your dog? We can help. Go
to www.proudofmydog.ca to find out how.

SERVICES

February 28
Lane, loved and remembered

SAVE MONEY @ PETER’S WINDOWS
& DOORS with energy-efficient windows,
doors and siding by Gentek. We are the
exclusive dealer of long lasting, high
performing windows by Gentek. We also
have lots of wood and metal doors in stock.
Now selling Gentek siding. 1-250-399-0079.

GERRY CONWAY – Journeyman
carpenter/builder. 250-265-3163.
EPONA ENTERPRISES INC. - Meeting
all your electrical needs with friendly
professional service. Call Ed Kostuch at
250-265-8091.
H I G H - S P E E D S AT E L L I T E
INTERNET. Local installer. Introductory
offer $29.99. 1-800-319-9210.
SATELLITE & AV TECHNICIAN installation, service & repair, Shaw, Telus,
Bell, Xplornet; home & business, audio/
video systems, WiFi networks, data wiring
- quality expertise: TJF WORKS - James,
250-226-7236 / 505-8392

WANTED

SARAH, MARK, AND SEQUOIA
JEFFREYS are seeking a furnished
summer rental in the Slocan from the
second week of May through the second
week of August this summer. Ideally, we
would like to rent a place in New Denver
or Silverton, close to the lake, but as in past
summers, we are open to possibilities from
Red Mtn Rd up to Hills. Please contact us,
by email at markjeffreys@yahoo.com or
by phone at 801-910-1532, if you have or
know of an availability suitable for two
adults and a little girl. We look forward to
being back!

Next Valley
Voice Deadline:
March 4,
2016
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SLOCAN VALLEY
RECREATION

H u n t e r s : PA L ( P o s s e s s i o n &
Acquisition License) & C.O.R.E
Program: PAL Non-restricted: Sat/Sun
Mar 5/6, 9-5pm, $99. Restricted only
(requires Non-restricted): Sunday, Mar
6, 1-4pm, $65, Slocan Park Hall. CORE:
Saturday/Sunday Mar 12/13, 9-5pm,
$135, Crescent Valley Hall.
Seedy Sunday (Slocan Valley Seed
Exchange Day): Sun Mar 6, 1-4pm,
Crescent Valley Hall. $2 entry fee, $10/
table for vendors. Vendors must preregister by Mar 1! For more info or to
book a table call 250-226-0008.
Drop-In Badminton: Tues/Thur’s.
Jan 5-Apr 28 (Not Spring Break), 6:308:30pm, $3 drop-in, $60/season, Brent
Kennedy School.

226-0008
WWW.RDCK.BC.CA

Business Classifieds
start at $10.00

Call 250-358-7218 for details
email: valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

Merrifield
Accounting+
Personal & Small
Business TAXES
Daily Bookkeeping

(250) 505 9748

pauljmerrifield@gmail.com

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN

HARDWOOD FLOORS
WHOLESALE
• Registered Septic System
designer and installer •
• Ready Mix Concrete •
• Lock Blocks • Drain Rock •
• Road Crush • Sand & Gravel •
• Dump Trucks • Excavator •
• Crusher • Coloured Concrete •
• Site Preparation •
Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
Ph. 265-4615 • vieirac@telus.net

Safety, Service, Satisfaction
Installation and maintenance

jim@jemsgas.com
MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION
TimberFrame Homes
Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall
Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding
Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales
dave@maddentimber.com

250 265 1807

HALL LUMBER
& BUILDING SUPPLIES
Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat
10 am to 5 pm
PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd.
Edgewood, BC

Your ad could
be here for only
$11.00 + GST

EPONA ENTERPRISES INC.
Meeting all your electrical
needs with friendly
professional service.
Call Ed Kostuch at 250-265-8091

LARRY’S Lawn & Yard Service
• Lawn care • Fall clean-up & removal
• Pruning • Odd jobs • Snow removal

Call Larry “the lawn guy”
250-265-7281 • 250-358-7772

Serving Silverton to Nakusp & all points in between.

1730 Hwy 3, Selkirk Spring Building
dan@canadiangardensupply.com

Alex Joseph
250-358-7721

CONSTRUCTION
FOUNDATIONS • ROOFING • RENOVATIONS

Specializing in Timber Framing
Cell: 250-265-8503 Home: 250-269-7280

mobile

(250) 551-TIME (8463)

BONDED Journeyman carpenter • Licenced (Canadian)
Sub-contractor • Licenced (US) Contractor.

www.manciaconstruction.ca

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

Tyler Paynton • 250.777.3654 • silvridgeearthsnow@hotmail.com

Castlegar
250-304-2911

Electrical Contracting Ltd

Leaf Cabinetry

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Indoor Garden
Supplies

Wired by Alex

Crescent Bay
Construction Ltd.
Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431
• Email cresbay@telus.net

100% CANADIAN PREF. ALUM-OXIDE. ROAKMAPLE BISTRO/TAVERN 3 1/4” X 3/4” - $4.39/SF
– MILL RUN $85 Sel BETTER. NORTH PLANK.
RL. UP TO 7’ $5.49/SF PLT. – ENG IMPORT
FROM $3.99/SF PLT. CORK 50+ CHOICES
FROM $2.59 SF PLT. GLUE DOWN – BAMBOO,
SLATE FROM $3.99/SF PLT – MOST IN STOCK
AT JUAN’S 1503 HWY 3A
THRUMS (CASTLEGAR) BC
250-399-6377 Mon-Sat 8:30 am - 5 pm

• Power Trowel • Concrete Finishing
• Concrete Stamping and Acid
Staining • Forming • Tile Setting
• Cultured & Natural Stone Installation
CREATIVE MASONRY SOLUTIONS
FOR YOUR HOME AND BUSINESS

Patrick Baird

250-354-8562

elementconcrete.ca

Residential & commercial
cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC

250.226.7441

www.leafcabinetry.com

MEN with BROOMS
CHIMNEY SWEEPS

250-265-4134

Insurance Inspections & Installations
of Wood Burning Appliances
WETT Certified • WorkSafe BC
Bonded • Insured

Jim Pownall
& Co.

LOG & TIMBER
FRAME HOMES
Crane Service

New Denver • BC
250-358-2566
jpownall@telus.net
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Personal Classifieds
start at $8.00

Call 250-358-7218 for details
email: valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

HAIR

AVA’S
Hair Studio
OPEN YEAR-ROUND

358-7769

Far right entrance of the Wild Rose Building in Rosebery

FLOWERS

Fresh Floral Arrangements
by Darlene
Green Acres Ventures
Weddings & Everyday Flowers

Delivery available 250-265-1379
email: greenacres@live.ca • www.greenacresnakusp.ca

WINTER HOURS
9 AM - 9 PM

COMMUNITY

Empowering young girls in Nelson

submitted
The Nelson & District Women’s
Centre is offering a new program
for girls aged 10 to 13. Through a
series of six workshops, girls will
explore themes related to friends,
growing bodies, changing feelings,
self-expression and personal power.
Girls will engage in art, games,
and discussion, supported by women
in the community who will come to
share their knowledge through fun
activities. The series culminates in a
sharing of the girls’ experiences with
their families on the final day.
This program has been
generously supported by the Nelson
& District Credit Union and the
government of British Columbia,
making the cost to families only $30
for the entire series.

The Valley Voice February 24, 2016

The program will run from 10 am
to 2 pm on March 5, 12, 17, 19, 24 and
26 (four Saturdays and two Thursdays
over spring break). Location: Nelson
& District Women’s Centre, 420 Mill
Street. Lunch is included.

Before the program starts, there
will be an open house on Tuesday,
February 23 at 7 pm for parents of
participants or potential participants.
Meet the facilitator, discuss the
program, learn more about the

upcoming activities, and ask any
questions about the content or themes.
Please RSVP if you plan to attend.
For more information, email:
gem@nelsonwomenscentre.com or
call 250-352-9949.

submitted
Canfor Corporation has entered
into an agreement to purchase the
assets of Wynndel Box and Lumber
Ltd., located in the Creston Valley.
Wynndel Box and Lumber
produces premium boards
and customized specialty wood
products sold under the brand
name WynnWood. It has access to
exceptionally high-quality fibre,
and will advance Canfor’s ability

to produce a broader mix of higher
value specialty products.
The acquisition of assets includes
a sawmill in Wynndel with an annual
production capacity of 65 million
board feet, and approximately
65,000 cubic metres of annual
harvesting rights in the Kootenay
Lake Timber Supply Area. The
agreement is expected to close in the
second quarter of 2016 and is subject
to customary closing conditions.

“This acquisition will further
increase our focus on specialty
markets worldwide,” said Canfor
Corporation President and CEO Don
Kayne. “We are pleased to further
grow and diversify the product line
we are able to provide to our global
customers, and to welcome our new
colleagues at WynnWood to Canfor.”

Canfor buys Wynndel mill and TSA

It pays to advertise
in the Valley Voice

Open Thurs - Sun

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

H. A. Benson Inc.

Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0
Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: howard@habenson.ca

Bikes, Skis,
Snowshoes
Sales and
Maintenance
Call Shon
250-265-3332

New Market Foods

shonsbs@gmail.com

518 6th Ave • New Denver

250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290
email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca
Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area.
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm

Certified by the Province of BC to test drinking water

HEALTH FOOD

Rutabagas
Whole Foods Market
New Denver, BC
316 Main Street
250-358-7900

Open Tuesday - Saturday
10:30 am - 4:30 pm
Closed Sunday & Monday
Main Street, New Denver

250-358-2178

ORGANIC PRODUCE • NATURAL
MEDICINES • VITAMINS • SUPPLEMENTS
AND MORE
Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30

Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

GIFTS
Kaslo Clothes Hanger

Support the Valley Voice with
a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30

February 24, 2016 The Valley Voice

Secrets of the SWAMP

COMMUNITY

23

submitted
The Slocan Wetland Assessment
and Monitoring Project (SWAMP)
invites the public to a slide show
presentation of the 2015 final report
on wetlands of the Slocan watershed. It
takes place Saturday, March 5 at 1 pm
at the Bosun Hall in New Denver. This
is an opportunity for the public to talk to
a number of scientists and researchers
from different disciplines who will, with
beautiful pictures and great stories, tell
us about their work in our watershed.
Our Member of Parliament,
biologist Dick Cannings, will attend
the event and has been invited to say a
few words.
SWAMP, a partnership between
two local stewardship groups, Slocan
River Streamkeepers and Slocan
Lake Stewardship Society, has taken
a scientific approach to mapping and
classifying all the wetlands in the Slocan

Valley. More than 150 wetlands have
been mapped, and exciting finds of rare
and unusual flora, fauna and wetland
types have been documented.
Hidden assets in our watershed,
wetlands are pockets of high biodiversity.
They may be major complexes along a
river, or tiny alpine basin fens, but
they all provide breeding and feeding
habitat to myriad flora and fauna.
Unfortunately, these ecosystems are
seriously undervalued; considered
boggy, wet and buggy nuisances they are
drained for development and agriculture,
mined for soil and peat, or flooded for
hydroelectric installations. But it is by
their ability to retain and purify water
that wetlands serve the watershed as a
whole, insuring our clean domestic water
sources, abundant wildlife resources and
mitigating against the effects of climate
change.
Data from this project will be

added to a growing body of knowledge FWCP, BC Wildlife Federation, MOE, the Royal BC Museum, demonstrating
about the Slocan Watershed. This Selkirk College, RDCK, Environment significant public recognition of the
information is then available to land Canada, University of Waterloo and value of the project.
managers, private property owners and
government agencies for conservation
or restoration decision making. SWAMP
has classified a number of wetlands on
private and public property as candidates
for restoration and some property owners
have engaged SWAMP technicians
to assess their wetlands. Funding
is available for wetland restoration
on private land and this summer,
Streamkeepers, SWAMP technicians and
a land owner are planning a restoration
project adjacent to the Slocan River.
So, make a day of it. Drop in to
‘Secrets of the SWAMP’, learn about
some hidden secrets of life in our fens
and marshes, then attend the North
Valley Mountain Film Festival!
Financial and in-kind support has
come from Columbia Basin Trust,

by Katrine Campbell
The Students’ Union at Selkirk
College is angry about higher tuition
costs, charging that the administration
is “circumventing provincial tuition fee
policy to vastly increase tuition fees.”
“The BC Liberals have mismanaged
colleges and universities to the extent
that their policy is now being ignored,”
said Shane Feddersen, spokesperson
for the Students’ Union. “Through
incompetence, Minister Andrew
Wilkinson is losing control of Selkirk
College.”
Neil Coburn, Selkirk’s VicePresident of Education and Students, said
it’s a little more involved than that. Asked
if the college was trying to circumvent
the government tuition caps, he denied it.
“The Province wouldn’t take a kind
view of us getting around” the caps, but
“the Province also understands we are
providing many new services we weren’t
providing five, eight or 10 years ago.”
These services, which include
educational technology, developmental
learning, and Healthy Campus student
support, needed some sort of funding,
he said. Some had one-time funding, but
there is no way to sustain programming
except through student service fees.
The Healthy Campus program has
a number of aspects, including sexual
violence and mental health. Both the
provincial and federal governments
are talking about sexual violence on
campus, Coburn said, “but luckily it’s
not something we’ve had to deal with.”
Selkirk wants to have a prevention
strategy in place.
The number of students reporting
mental health issues has risen 240
percent, not just at Selkirk but all over
Canada. Again, there isn’t adequate
funding to deal with the problem,
although the college has started some
programs such as the ‘dinner basket
conversations’; staff and students get
together with a basket of food provided
by the college, cook and eat a meal
together, and talk about concerns such
as substance abuse.
The Students’ Union is also
concerned about the change in Adult
Basic Education (ABE), high school
level courses which used to be free but
now have tuition fees of $544.
“While some students will be eligible

for a grant to cover the cost of the new
fees, funding for the grants is precarious,
and many could be turned away,” said
Fedderson. “By charging tuition fees for
high school level courses, the BC Liberal
government is leading Selkirk College
down a path that is deeply flawed.”
Coburn explained that up until
late 2014, the province used to give
the college a grant in lieu of tuition
for developmental education, which is
mostly ABE but also includes English as
a Second Language and other programs.
Starting in January 2015, schools could
start charging tuition. Some colleges did,
“but Selkirk wanted to take a year to look
at the economic situation in the region
and look at the learner profile.” That
resulted in a proper fee structure which

was presented to the board in January.
Selkirk started a pilot project at Nelson’s
Silver King campus to see what support
students needed.
“The government also reviewed
the student loan program and replaced
it with an adult upgrading grant that
will fund student tuition and other
expenses. The experience of institutions
that implemented fees earlier is that 90
percent or more of students are eligible
for the grant. Our region doesn’t have
as strong an economy as the rest of the
province so the percentage could be
higher.”
Coburn added Selkirk also plans to
set aside a portion of the tuition fees for
a bursary for students who need extra
support.

submitted
The federal government has
increased funding for its student summer
jobs program and extended the deadline
for employer applications until March
11. The Canada Summer Jobs program,
or CSJ, will allow employers to hire
up to 70,000 people, more than double
the 34,000 who were hired under the
program in 2015.
CSJ creates opportunities and
provides valuable work experience for
youth intending to return to their studies
in the next school year. Employers can
apply for CSJ at www.servicecanada.
gc.ca/csj, and can hire students as early

as May.
The annual budget will increase by
$113 million to $220 million for each
of the next three years, beginning in
2016-17. This is the first increase to the
Canada Summer Jobs annual budget
since 2009.
Not-for-profit employers can
receive up to 100 per cent of the
provincial/territorial minimum hourly
wage and mandatory employmentrelated costs. Public sector employers
and small businesses with 50 or fewer
employees can receive up to 50 percent
of the provincial / territorial minimum
hourly wage.

by Jan McMurray
A Winlaw residence and Sleep is for
Sissies were broken into sometime in
the overnight period between February
10 and 11.
As a result of the police investigation,
Trevor Ferguson of the Lower Mainland
was arrested and has been charged with
two counts of Break & Enter. He has
been ordered to appear in Nelson court
on April 5.
Corporal Jason Burndred reported
that cash, jewellery and general household
items were stolen from the residence, but
nothing was taken from Sleep is for
Sissies. Both buildings were unoccupied
at the time of the break and enters.
“We treat B&Es seriously in these
small communities,” said Burndred.

“The Slocan Lake detachment members
worked very hard to resolve this. I’m
quite pleased with how they dealt with
this in timely fashion. That will be how
break and enters are dealt with in this
area.”

Selkirk College fees rising: the reason why

Investment doubles in Canada Summer Jobs program

Break and enters at Sleep is for Sissies and Winlaw residence

Big bust in Edgewood

submitted
On Thursday February 11 the
Nakusp RCMP executed a Controlled
Drugs and Substances Act search warrant
for an unlicenced grow operation in the
Edgewood area. A 49-year-old man was
arrested for production of a controlled
substance and possession for the purpose
of trafficking.
Nakusp RCMP seized 359 plants,
13.7 kilograms of marijuana bud, and
106.6 grams of hash.

CORRECTION to Maryse
Gallisant’s poem in regards to her
obituary in the last issue of the
Valley Voice.

Adresse a mes collegues du musee Japonais ou j’ai
travaille a New Denver pour sa creation
Thank you, my friends
We come and go,
Thunder roll, and the wind blows.
We run and work
We laugh and cry.
The future is unfolding, the mystery remains,
I wish you a long journey my friends.
Be happy and remember = The wise man
Looks into space, there is no limits to dimensions.
Visions, dreams, creation…
Let us enter the unknown
Faith, beauty and love
Are opening new doors.
Land of shadow can turn into consciousness,
Carry on my friends, don’t look back, hold the light in your palm.
Don’t let it go… Walk in the sky, walk in the clouds.
Let your feet touch the ground again.
Take a deep breath and say to yourself:
“I am happy to be alive.”
Good luck my friends and thank you for your help, I enjoyed working with you.
Maryse Gallisant
March 18, 1994
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Post
Paris Climate
Talks – Was
the climate
crisis averted in Paris?
fires, drought, crop degradation are encourage countries, basically through
by Kathy Hartman
the climate crisis to an end.
over one metre.
In December 2015 the policy
makers and leading politicians at the
highest levels of 192 countries met
in Paris, away from the influence of
industry and corporations, to reach an
agreement that would begin to bring

They agreed to reduce their
emissions so that there will be a
temperature rise of no more than 1.5
degrees Celsius before 2050. This
will, among other things according to
NASA, keep sea level rise at a little

They agreed that the planet will
be carbon neutral sometime between
2050 and 2100.
They agreed that the rich counties
(rich is defined as countries who
developed due in a large part to cheap
fossil fuel energy) would create a fund
of $100 billion for the poorer countries
(who contributed almost nothing to the
cause of climate change but whose
populations have suffered from its
effects the most) to alleviate and
mitigate the effects of climate change
on their populations.
They agreed to continue to
monitor their emissions and share
technological solutions with all
countries so everyone could move
quickly to transition to a de-carbonized
economy.
UN Secretary General Ban Kimoon called it “a monumental triumph
for people and planet.”
Was it? Lets look at what the
agreement didn’t promise.
1.5 degrees? No, according to
each of the country’s INDCs (Intended
Nationally Determined Contribution)
global emissions will increase the
temperature by 3 degrees Celsius. Even
at that, these INDCs are voluntary and
not legally binding.
Is ‘sometime between 2050 and
2100’ soon enough? Depends on
how protected you are from the
elements. Storms, floods, sea level
rise, mudslides, typhoons, forest

all different in different parts of the
world. Generally speaking, the smaller,
poorer countries and/or countries with
a large population at sea level have
suffered much much more than the
richer northern countries.
$100 billion? According to one
UN report, the cost of mitigating the
damage caused to the poorer countries
from climate change is in the trillions.
The developed countries removed a
clause that required compensation (it is
now non-binding) and also removed the
offer to share technological advances
to the poorer countries allowing them
to de-carbonize their economy faster.
The trillions of dollars are available.
The International Monetary Fund
estimated that global tax subsidies
for the fossil fuel industry was in the
area of $5.3 trillion in 2015. A logical
place to start would be to stop direct
budgetary supports for the mature
fossil fuel industry and direct it towards
populations that are currently dying
or being displaced because of climate
change.
What was removed or not
mentioned in the text? Fossil fuels,
carbon tax, polluter pays is never
mentioned in the text. Two giants in
the transport sector were removed;
international shipping and aviation. We
are told that this is because they don’t
happen within the boundaries of any
specific nation, however international
shipping produces 2.4% of global
greenhouse gases and aviation
produces about 2%.
What else was removed? Any
mention of human rights, gender rights,
and the rights of First Nations. Despite
Canada’s strong objections, Indigenous
rights were removed from the binding
text. There is a strong correlation
between large extraction projects
and the proximity to indigenous
communities throughout much of the
world.
So, what did we really get? A verbal
agreement between 192 countries at the
very highest level that we must keep
our emissions from raising the world’s
temperature above 1.5 degrees Celsius.
We now have a binding schedule to
meet again soon and re-asses (the
non-binding) INDCs which may

peer pressure, to reduce their emissions
even more and even faster. There is a
Green Climate Fund in place and the
contribution can exceed $100 billion
at any time.
Can we get a binding climate
agreement? Yes, there are many
examples of negotiated multi-country
deals that are legally binding, have
clear benchmarks, and very harsh
penalties for non-compliance. We call
these trade agreements. Canada has
signed the NAFTA trade deal, and
is looking at signing the TPP (Trans
Pacific Partnership) trade deal. If
governments can reach agreements
like these on trade then they can reach
agreements like these on mitigating
climate change. However, the trade
deals are part of the problem. In all
trade deals written into the body of
the text, and therefore binding, is a
statement that says “trade trumps
environment.” Canada’s current trade
deals such as NAFTA and the TPP
promote corporations to the status of
nation states by allowing fossil fuel
companies to sue governments if
they impose climate protections that
will cut into their profits. This has
already happened to Quebec under
the NAFTA trade rules when they put
a moratorium on fracking in the St.
Lawrence Seaway. The TPP has even
stronger language effectively cutting
off the government of Canada’s ability
to impose regulations that will reduce
Canada’s emissions.
Our politicians need to feel
supported and/or pushed to work
quickly towards finding real solutions
and policies to transition towards a
de-carbonized economy and assist
those with fewer resources to also
transition in a just manner. Break
Free from Fossil Fuels is a coalition
formed from grassroots climate justice
organizations that met in Paris and is
offering to support local groups in a
global-wide demonstration this May.
Thirteen countries (including Canada)
have signed on, so far.
The Paris talks may not have
brought an end to the climate crisis.
But it does open the door to the people
to push their politicians for real and
binding solutions.

The December 12, 2015 rally at the Eiffel Tower.

