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Federal prosecutor stays proceedings in Lemon Creek case
by Jan McMurray
On Monday morning in Nelson
court, the federal government took
over the Lemon Creek fuel spill case
from Slocan Valley resident Marilyn
Burgoon and, as feared, asked for a
stay of proceedings. However, there is
still hope that this is not the end of it.
Todd Gerhart, federal prosecutor,
told Justice Sperry that he was asking
for the stay of proceedings “to allow
for the completion of the ongoing
investigation by the Conservation
Officer Service of BC and Environment
Canada.” Once the investigation is
complete, expected to be “soon,”
Gerhart will review the resulting report
and decide whether or not the federal
government will lay charges.
Lilina Lysenko, counsel for
Marilyn Burgoon, said she was
“cautiously optimistic” after the
hearing. “They have taken it over
now and stayed our charges [against
Executive Flight Centre and the
Province of BC] but that doesn’t mean
they will not proceed with prosecution.
If the investigation wraps up and
there is sufficient evidence, they will
proceed with their own charges. I don’t
think this is necessarily dead in the
water but there has been no decision
one way or another. Now we have to
be vigilant and follow up.”
Justice Sperry commented on the
significant public interest in the case.
“With the large number of people here,
there is a demonstrated interest in this
particular proceeding,” he said, and
noted that it could be brought back to
the court within one year.
Lysenko said it is unlikely that
the federal prosecutor will bring
back the proceeding initiated by
Burgoon. “They will want their own
information and their own wording
against the parties they think are most
appropriate. My understanding is that
the investigation is ongoing, and I am
cautiously optimistic that they will
arrive at sufficient evidence to lay
charges.”
Lysenko noted that the federal

government has six months
to lay charges. According to the
Environmental Management Act,
charges can be laid within three years
of an incident. The fuel spill occurred
July 26, 2013.
The main consideration in the
federal prosecutor’s charge approval
process is whether or not laying
charges is in the public interest – if
there is a reasonable prospect of
prosecution if charges are laid. “They
have to feel there is a reasonable
likelihood of success,” said Lysenko.
“Marilyn Burgoon did a lot of that leg

work – she had to prove to the court
that the charges were not frivolous, and
we did that.”
Burgoon said she was “not
surprised” with what happened in
court, but “it would be nice if the
investigation was completed. It’s
been years. The judge said there was
enough evidence to proceed, so I’m not
sure what they are waiting for… We
know that fish died and people were
evacuated. If they don’t lay charges,
we’ll have proven one thing – that the
corporations and the government are
above the law.”

Although the Fisheries Act allows
five years for an investigation from the
time of the incident, Gerhart said he
expected this one to be completed soon.
Burgoon said she assumes the
report on the investigation will provide
even more evidence for the case to
go forward against Executive Flight
Centre and the Province, but pointed
out that “EFC is going after the
provincial government anyways, so
however they proceed, there are things
that could happen.”
Although Burgoon said, “It’s very
hard to get justice for the environment”

more than once, she also said she
is hopeful in this case because the
Trudeau government seems to care
about the environment and the federal
prosecutor, Todd Gerhart, laid charges
in the salmon farming case initiated by
Alexandra Morton.
Burgoon wanted to thank everyone
who showed up for the court hearing,
as well as her legal counsel Lilina
Lysenko and Jeff Jones, and West Coast
Environmental Law (WCEL). Burgoon
was able to cover her legal costs thanks
to WCEL, the fundraiser website, and
donations “from valley folks.”

by Jan McMurray
The Nakusp RCMP evacuated two
residences at the Canyon mobile home
park in Nakusp on Monday morning
after locating what appeared to be
dynamite in a home there.
As a result of an ongoing
investigation of illegal possession
of explosives, the Nakusp RCMP
executed a search warrant at a
residence in the Canyon Trailer Park
located on 9A Avenue on January 25
at 9 am. A male resident was home
at the time and was cooperative with
officers. The man was taken into
custody when officers found what they
believe to be dynamite.
Officers removed the man from the
home and immediately notified nearby
residents. As a safety precaution, it is
necessary that they be evacuated until
the items can be properly examined
and dealt with by the BCRCMP
Explosives Detection Unit.
Local emergency response
agencies, the local hospital, and
Village officials have been notified of
the situation. An RCMP explosives
detection service dog had been
called out to attend in addition to the
BCRCMP Explosives Detection Unit,
which was en-route to Nakusp on
Monday afternoon at 3 pm.
“At this time our main priority is
the safety of our residents. The area is
secured at this time and we will await

the arrival of our Explosives Detection
resources prior to continuing any

further. It is anticipated that this
incident will carry through well into

the evening,” Stated Corporal Dan
Moskaluk on Monday afternoon.

Nakusp RCMP evacuates residences after finding possible explosives

Lucerne School student Juniper Weiss-Zoll receives her award from John Gates of the Slocan Legion for placing first at the zone level in the
junior essay category of the Legion’s annual contest. Her essay will now be judged at the provincial level.

Several Lucerne School students won awards in the Legion’s 2015 Poster & Literary Contest.
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Lemon Creek monitoring plan considered complete
by Art Joyce
If you’re wondering why you
haven’t heard about any reports of
Lemon Creek monitoring during the
past year, it’s because there haven’t been
any. SNC Lavalin, the company hired
by Executive Flight Centre (EFC) to
carry out the environmental monitoring
plan following the July 2013 fuel spill,
filed requests with the Ministry of
Environment to scale back its efforts
starting in July 2014, just a year after
the spill. A final report on the monitoring
plan is pending from the the Ministry of
Environment.
A memo from SNC Lavalin dated
July 22, 2014 submitted to Jolene
Raggett, biologist with the Ministry of
Environment, proposed that the Lemon
Creek monitoring plan be considered
complete, “considering the freshet
sampling analytical results show all
surface water, sediment, porewater
and drinking water samples contain
non-detectable concentrations of
hydrocarbons.”
A letter dated July 23, 2014 from
the MoE’s Robyn Roome supports the
Executive Flight Centre/ SNC Lavalin
request, stating that, “remediation and
natural attenuation have reduced residual
hydrocarbon levels throughout the
watershed. Recent data collected by the
Slocan River Streamkeepers in early May
[2014] found elevated hydrocarbons in
a side channel downstream of Lemon
Creek, which supports field observations
indicating that spring freshet aided in
flushing and mobilizing residual jet fuel
trapped beneath boulders and cobbles
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In the autumn, chickadees prepare for
winter by expanding their territory and
storing food in many different hiding places.
In order to remember these locations, old
neurons in the hippocampus of their tiny
brains are replaced by new neurons, thus
wiping out old memories of past cache
locations and providing space to store the
new information.
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within Lemon Creek.” Roome added
that, “SNC has proposed to continue to
observe and document conditions along
Lemon Creek and the Slocan River,” and
given the continued residual sheen and
odour noted in late May 2014, requested
that SNC “provide more specific details
on how conditions will be documented.”
So far little detail has been made
available as to what these continued
efforts were or whether they were in
fact carried out. SNC Lavalin’s report
for May 2014 concludes that, “no further
remediation in Lemon Creek and the
Slocan River is required at this time.”
Yet curiously, their report concurs
with the Streamkeepers’ July 2014
report in noting that at that time there
was “still a presence of trace sheen and
hydrocarbon odour along Lemon Creek
at the confluence with the Slocan River
as well as upstream of Mr. Hulbert’s
property. …Furthermore, there was a
faint hydrocarbon odour downstream of
Lemon Creek and moving downstream.”
Based on samples revealing
“non-detectable concentrations of
hydrocarbons,” the company requested
that the fourth monitoring event
scheduled for July 2014 be waived. The
ministry conceded to the request, despite
expressing reservations about SNC
Lavalin’s draft report, which seemed
to contain contradictory statements
regarding the presence of hydrocarbons.
The May 2014 report notes that
PAH levels (polycyclic aromatic
hydrocarbons) in fish tissue by that
time had also tested to be “well
below levels described by Alberta
Environmental Protection as safe for
human consumption.” In a somewhat
more surreal note, it adds: “Even with
historical inputs and the release of Jet
A1 fuel, PAH levels remain negligible,
suggesting fish in the Slocan watershed
are effective at metabolizing PAHs they
encounter.” Given these test results, SNC
Lavalin declared that the “endpoints”
had been reached for negative fish
toxicity and that no further sampling
be done.
This however did not mean the end
of the “fish community monitoring”
program, with proposed checks

on fish abundance in July/August
and September of 2014. The mark/
recapture (MR) program targeting
Mountain Whitefish on Slocan River
back channels, where the majority of
deceased fish were found after the spill,
did not begin before October 2013.
Mountain Whitefish sustained a high
mortality rate following the fuel spill.
“As a result of the late start, select back
channels were found to be dry where
deceased fish were recovered. Thus,
we modified the program at the time to
focus the MR on Rainbow Trout. Trout
were the second most abundant species
recorded deceased during the emergency
response…” At the time of the July
2014 Streamkeepers report, Yeow said,
“We wonder why this critical post-spill

monitoring opportunity was lost.”
Consequently, no Mountain Whitefish
were captured in the 2013 program,
“most likely due to a seasonal shift in
habitat,” according to SNC Lavalin.
According to MoE spokesperson
David Karn, the most recent monitoring
included monitoring of benthic
invertebrates and fish communities in fall
2014. Benthic invertebrate monitoring
was last completed in October 2014
and there are no current plans for further
benthic invertebrate monitoring. As a
result, no monitoring was conducted in
2015 by the ministry or SNC Lavalin.
A draft report, Lemon Creek Spill:
Environmental Monitoring Plan Final
Report, prepared for EFC by SNC
Lavalin, was submitted to MoE on
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August 14, 2015. MoE reviewed the
draft report and provided comments.
The report will be finalized and posted
online once comments from FLNRO are
submitted to EFC and revisions made. It
will include baseline data collected by
Streamkeepers.
Sampling for the monitoring plan
was done from August 29 to September
13, 2013, following the initial cleanup by Quantum Murray; between
November 26 and 28, 2013 at low water
prior to winter freeze-up; and during
high water freshet between May 20
and 22, 2014. Drinking water samples
were limited to “Mr. Hulbert’s drinking
water well,” with extensive sampling of
sediment, surface water, and porewater
on each of these three occasions.

CBT takes more strategic tack in Basin communities
Change from four community liaisons to three managers of community relationships
by Jan McMurray
As a result of the ‘Our Trust Our
Future’ public engagement process,
the Columbia Basin Trust has made
some changes in its Delivery of
Benefits department. These changes
are designed to better meet the needs
and expectations of communities.
“People wanted us to change the
way we work – not just grow programs,
but to be more strategic and take more
of a leadership role in communities,”
said Director of Delivery of Benefits
Wayne Lundeberg. “It’s something
we’ve been looking at for a while
– how we effectively interface with
communities.”
The department now has three
‘managers of community relationships’
where it used to have four ‘community
liaisons.’ Lynda Lafleur, previously
the community liaison for the Slocan
Valley, Kaslo and Area D, and Nakusp
and Area K, is now the manager of
community relationships for the North
Columbia Basin from Nakusp and
Area K to Valemount to Canal Flats.
Kelvin Saldern is now the manager of
community relationships for the Slocan
Valley and Kaslo and Area D, as well
as for Nelson, Salmo, Castlegar, Trail,
Rossland, Fruitvale and Montrose. The
manager for the East Columbia Basin
is soon to be hired.
Although the change from four
community liaisons to three managers
of community relationships looks
like a reduction in staff, Lundeberg
explained that the department has
actually added staff for a net gain
of two employees. There is now
more program coordination staff to
do the administrative and business
planning work previously done by the
community liaisons. This leaves more
time for the managers of community
relationships to do community
engagement and relationship building.
Lundeberg said quite a bit of
thought went into the new title,
‘manager of community relationships.’
“It captures what we’re trying to do,”
he said. “The managers of community
relationships are our main interface
with our geographic communities.
They are consciously building and
grooming relationships, and developing
engagement plans in communities. If
you have great relationships, you can
accomplish a lot.”

An example of the more strategic
approach in communities is the
‘Common Agenda’ pilot project in
Nakusp, led by Lundeberg himself.
This is a broad-based community
conversation with the goal of
developing a long-term strategy for
the community. Lundeberg said it is
not project oriented, but projects such
as the old firehall renovation and the
trails master plan have flowed from the
strategic planning process.
“Internally, it’s quite a shift – it’s
not just the community liaison jobs
that have changed,” said Lundeberg.
“We’ve had good relationships with
communities, but now we are asking

how we can foster and nurture these
relationships. We need to work
collaboratively and cooperatively with
communities.”
The Community Development
program remains, said Lundeberg,
but the role of the managers of
community relationships within the
program has changed. He said the
community liaisons were very tied to
the Community Development program
because they were responsible for the
delivery of it. Now, the managers of
community relationships represent all
CBT programs, and are there to help
individuals and community groups find
the right program or person at CBT.

Lynda Lafleur is CBT’s manager of community relationships for Nakusp and Area K, Summit
Lake, and north to Valemount and east to Canal Flats.

Kelvin Saldern is CBT’s manager of community relationships for the Slocan Valley and Kaslo
and Area D, as well as for Nelson, Salmo, Castlegar, Trail, Rossland, Fruitvale and Montrose.
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Local schools trying on new provincial curriculum
by Katrine Campbell
Parents with kids in school
should pay close attention to the new
curriculum being introduced in BC. It’s
not a matter of new courses, or online
learning, or new facts to memorize
being handed down from Victoria.
The goal is not to give information to
be memorized – it’s to help kids sort
information and be critical thinkers
about what they’ve learned.
The new – or, as the Ministry of
Education prefers to call it, renewed
– curriculum has been developed after
years of consultation with teachers,
school boards, parents, and students.
It has been drafted and refined, and
will be implemented gradually over the
next two years.
In the past, curricula were
developed by the Ministry of Education,
an implementation date was set, and
they were distributed to schools.
“This is a very different way
of looking at a curriculum,” says
School District 10 (Arrow Lakes)
Superintendent Terry Taylor. “In the
past the curriculum documents were
shipped out in bundles, shrink-wrapped
and with holes punched so you could
put them in a binder. If you were to
walk into any school in BC today, you
would find cupboards full of shrink-

wrapped, hole-punched documents…”
This time, however, the ministry
says, “the Province conducted reviews
of trends in national and international
jurisdictions and invited authorities on
curriculum and assessment design to
advise on proposed changes… as part
of the work on core competencies,
several commissioned researchers
summarized the literature in critical
thinking, creative thinking and social
and personal responsibility.”
The curriculum, it says, is learnercentered and flexible and maintains a
focus on literacy and numeracy, while
supporting deeper learning.
“I’ve seen a lot of curriculum rollouts,” says Taylor. “This is different.
I’m a fan.”
Lorri Fehr, School District 8’s
Director of Innovative Learning
Services, is also a fan. Although
feeding kids facts is no longer seen as
a good way of teaching, and the internet
has made researching a breeze, not all
the information is accurate.
“Although I can go to Google and
find anything I want,” she says, “I want
to teach kids the information is not
always right and how to go to primary
and secondary sources. The world is
full of information and misinformation.
“Everyone has an opinion, and

that’s amazing and wonderful, but how
can children sift through all of that?”
The new curriculum will do
two things: one is ensuring all kids
are strong in reading, writing and
numeracy, and the other is that they
develop the competency and the ability
to think creatively, and reflectively.
Both Taylor and Fehr talked about
the “big ideas,” which the ministry
says “consist of generalizations and
principles and the key concepts
important in an area of learning… The
big ideas represent what students will
understand at the completion of the
curriculum for their grade.”
More importantly, the big ideas
“are intended to endure beyond a
single grade and contribute to future
understanding.”
“Traditionally and for many years,
we went to school and learned facts
and coloured maps,” said Fehr. “Now
we’re saying what do you do with the
facts, what do we need to know, what
are the big ideas?”
School districts can choose how
quickly they will implement the new
curriculum. For kindergarten to grade
9, this year is optional, but in September
2016 will become mandatory. For
grades 10 to 12, the next school year
will be exploratory; the curriculum will

by Jan McMurray
There is a glimmer of hope for
a permanent water system for the
Gar Creek Water Users in Johnson’s
Landing.
Three and a half years after the
fatal slide that took out their water
system, and after a ton of work
done by local volunteers and local
politicians, the Gar Creek Water
Users Association of Johnson’s
Landing has both an approved plan
for a new water system outside the
government-defined ‘very high
hazard zone’ and a potential source
of funding. The association will soon
submit an application for a $200,000
grant from the New Building Canada
Fund.
“We looked at 15 different
funding sources, and they all came
back with the same answer – only
the government or private donors
can fund a water system,” said John
Lerbscher of Johnson’s Landing, the
lead volunteer on the project.
It was former MP David
Wilks who first pointed the water
users in the direction of the New
Building Canada Fund. During
the federal election campaign last
year, the community invited all
four MP candidates for a tour of
Johnson’s Landing. Wilks and two
other candidates came before the
election, and Wilks suggested the
New Building Canada Fund while
on the tour. Once Wayne Stetski was
elected, he took the community up
on the offer of the Johnson’s Landing
tour, and he also encouraged the
association to apply for funds under
the New Building Canada program.
Previously, the Building Canada
Fund was open to local governments
only; now, the New Building Canada
Fund is open to non-profits as long
as they are supported by their local

government. At the RDCK board
meeting on January 21, the board
voted to support the Gar Creek Water
Users Association’s application to
the fund.
If the application is successful,
the New Building Canada Fund could
pay for 50 percent of the project cost.
Lerbscher says the association has
the other 50 percent in place and has
already spent some of it repairing the
portion of the distribution system that
was destroyed in the slide, having
the new system designed by an
engineering firm (Urban Systems),
and installing point of entry (POE)
filtration systems into the ten homes
plus the community centre which are
served by the Gar Creek system. The
community has raised its $200,000
share from a $122,000 Gas Tax grant
provided by former Area D Director
Andy Shadrack, other RDCK
grants, Disaster Financial Assistance
contributions, $10,000 from the CBT
Affected Areas funding, $13,000
from donations, and $12,500 from
residents for the POE systems.
The association negotiated an
agreement with Interior Health for
the point of entry filtration systems
in September 2013 – considered
a breakthrough for small water
systems. To meet provincial
regulations, expensive central
treatment plants have had to be
installed in small communities like
South Slocan. Johnson’s Landing
is the first community to be able to
use POE filtration systems in homes.
The POE project cost $40,000. In
contrast, the South Slocan treatment
plant project cost $850,000.
Johnson’s Landing’s new system
involves installing a Coanda screen
intake up above the hazard zone
on Gar Creek, and burying about
5,000 linear feet of piping in sand,

which will drop about 1,000 feet in
elevation and tie into the existing
distribution system. Two pressurereducing stations are required in the
piping. The total cost of this new
system is about $400,000, including
the work that’s already been done
(repairing the existing distribution
system, installing the POE systems,
and commissioning the engineering
study). This leaves a balance of
$200,000, which is the focus of
the New Building Canada Fund
application.
The community looked into a
well rather than using Gar Creek as
its drinking water source, but a test
well drilled in December 2012 didn’t
come out with adequate results. “It
was a good idea,” said Lerbscher.
“Had it worked out, we wouldn’t
have had to worry about treatment,
and it would have been so much
easier than having the intake way up
the mountain. But it didn’t work out
and we just had to move on.”
Lerbscher says the $30,000 it
cost to explore the well, and the
$15,000 spent on the installation and
maintenance of the emergency creek
intake are not being factored in as
part of the community’s 50 percent
share of the cost of the new system.

Potential funding source for Johnson’s Landing water system
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be mandatory for 2017/18.
SD 8 is having a “soft rollout” of
the new K-9 curriculum, Fehr says.
Some teachers are exploring it, some
trying out a lesson or two, and some
are comfortable enough to move to full
implementation.
Taylor said some SD 10 teachers are
already embedding it into their lessons,
but most are doing a combination
of old and new “or using the current
curriculum and starting to dabble.”
The revised curriculum is not set
in stone; Taylor noted the ministry
is gathering feedback from teachers
through its website and is revising
the draft. Two SD 10 professional
development days, one in February and
one in April, will be focused on the new
curriculum.
In the draft Introduction to
Curriculum Redesign, available on its
website, the ministry says, “Achieving
BC’s social and economic goals
requires well-educated citizens who are
able to think critically and creatively
and adapt to change… government is
responsible for providing all youth with
the opportunity to obtain high-quality
education.”
It wants BC schools to ensure
students become:
thoughtful and able to learn and
to think critically and communicate
information from a broad knowledge
base;
creative, flexible, self-motivated
and have a positive self-image;
capable of making independent
decisions;
skilled and able to contribute to
society;
productive, to gain satisfaction
through achievement and strive for
physical well-being;
cooperative, principled and

respectful of others;
aware of the rights of the
individual and prepared to exercise the
responsibilities of the individual within
the family, the community, Canada and
the world.”
Parents in SD 10 who want to
learn more are invited to attend the
February 23 board meeting, which
starts at 7 pm. Jan Unwin, the ministry’s
Superintendent of Graduation and
Student Transitions, and Maureen
Dockendorf, the Superintendent of
Early Learning, will be there to talk to
trustees and answer questions.
Detailed information on the
curriculum is at www.curriculum.
gov.bc.ca.

ULRIKE ZOBEL, LAWYER
PRACTISE RESTRICTED TO:
CRIMINAL & FAMILY LAW

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
208 Broadway St., Nakusp, BC

250-265-4372 • 1-877-265-4372

www.ulrikezobel.com
Serving the Arrow and Slocan Lakes
Slocan Valley Legacy
Fund 2016 Grants
Are Now Available!
Thanks to the support of Kootenay
Savings Credit Union, we have
$12,000 for the 2016 granting cycle,
with grants of up to $4,000 for each
project.
Guidelines for the granting
process, as well as applications,
are now available online, at www.
slocanvalleylegacy.com. Grant
applications are due by March 11,
2016.

VILLAGE OF
NEW DENVER

CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS

The Village of New Denver is seeking local residents to sit on the
Village of New Denver’s Local Selection Committee for the CBT
Community Initiatives funding program. Interested individuals should
contact the Village Office at 250-358-2316 or office@newdenver.ca
for more information. The deadline for expressions of interest is 4
p.m. on Tuesday, March 15, 2016.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
The Village of New Denver is now accepting applications for the
position of:

OFFICE ASSISTANT
Working on an as-needed basis, the successful candidate(s) will
provide reception duties and clerical support at the Village Office.
Customer service or office experience and familiarity with Microsoft Office suite would be considered assets. Remuneration is set at
$17.00/hour.
Please submit a resume and cover letter to:
Village of New Denver,
Attention: Bruce Woodbury, CAO
Mail: P.O. Box 40, New Denver, B.C., V0G 1S0
Email: office@newdenver.ca
In person: 115 Slocan Avenue, New Denver
This position will remain posted until filled. All applicants are
thanked for their interest – only those selected for an interview will
be contacted.
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OPINION

Human
extinction

Thomas Malthus, an English
economist, wrote ‘An Essay on the
Principle of Population’ in 1798. He
argued that increases in population
would eventually diminish the ability
of the world to feed itself.
From time to time, in the news
world, I would pick up comments by
the Cornucopians, such as: “Malthus
never heard of herbicides” or “He
never heard of chemical fertilizer or
power machinery.” I could go on.
Just recently I picked up on YouTube a short 35-minute animated
documentary called ‘Human
Extinction by 2030.’ I think this
animation is an excellent up-to-date
version of Malthus’ message.
Frank Nixon
Winlaw

Federal fee
on fossil fuels
needed

Canada drew upon its
compassion during the Paris Climate
Summit, knowing that if our carbon
emissions continue unchanged, some
of the earliest and most tangible
consequences are to island nations
in the southern hemisphere. They
will be overwhelmed by the rising
sea level – lives and livelihoods lost
– and so we made a commitment:
a pledge that we would not allow
rising global temperatures to exceed
1.5 degrees Celsius.
It’s a remarkable promise, since
October 2016 saw a one degree
global rise in temperature.
How do we keep our pledge and
protect the rights of life and livelihood
of our southern neighbours? What
would it look like?
According to the World Resource
Institute, emissions must fall to 40
percent below 1990 levels by 2030.
How do we get there?
A federal fee on fossil fuels at the
source is essential. This will reduce

The Valley Voice January 27, 2016

greenhouse gas emissions enough to
stabilize the climate while actually
boosting the economy.
Yvonne James
Nakusp

On noisy bikes

Reading about all this noise
of noisy bikes in the print media
disturbs me because I think the
petitioners are misguided. I too
enjoy the peace and quiet. While
canoeing on a tranquil lake last
summer in a heightened state of
awareness, I was disturbed by a
Honda Gold Wing motorcycle that
went by on the highway. As those
motorcycles are considered quiet,
I still found that the barely audible
noise wafting across the water
brought me out of my trance-like
state.
I decided to express my views
on websites about this minority
group but I find the sites dealing
with motorcycles are annoying
because those people can’t spell.
I found that websites composed
of people that are enlightened and
all that sort of stuff bother me as
well because they are way too nice
and always consider themselves
right.
As the world is full of jerks, I
figure this is just one minority group
composed of smart people picking
on another minority group because
they can’t defend themselves
properly. This is discrimination
and needs to stop!
If people really want a mission
and to make a difference in this
world, they should consider the next
step of imposing our democracy on
North Korea just as we are doing in
Iraq, Afghanistan, Libya and Syria.
Or they can realize the futility
of it all because we are doomed.
In three billion years, our galaxy
will collide with the Andromeda
galaxy and the gravitational pull
will destroy the planets.
Patrick Mackle
Kaslo

EDITORIAL / LETTERS POLICY

The Valley Voice welcomes letters to the editor and community news
articles from our readers.
Letters and articles should be no longer than 500 words and may be
edited. We reserve the right to reject any submitted material.
Please mark your letter “LETTER TO THE EDITOR.” Include your
address and daytime phone number for verification purposes.
We will not knowingly publish any letter that is defamatory or libelous.
We will not publish anonymous letters or letters signed with pseudonyms,
except in extraordinary circumstances.
Opinions expressed in published letters are those of the author and not
necessarily those of the Valley Voice.
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Call us about our Valentines Getaway
package.

430 Front Street, Kaslo, BC
250-353-7714

The Ingrid Rice cartoon is a satirical look at current events in politics and is sponsored by the Kaslo Hotel. The Hotel does not necessarily share the political views of the artist.

Dear Prime
Minister Trudeau
and Honourable
Chrystia Freeland

Canada is the most Investor State
Dispute Settlements ‘ISDS’-sued
nation in the developed world.
Canadian polices or decisions
can be legal, fair and designed to
effectively protect the environment or
public health, and still face corporate
lawsuits demanding hundreds of
millions of dollars in compensation,
for ‘loss of profits.’
Presently, Canada is facing $2.6
billion in challenges from American
corporations under NAFTA.
Is there a limit to how much
money Canadian taxpayers can be
sued for through the ISDS? Is it a
possibility that Canadians will be
paying for loss-of-profit court cases
while suffering from the lack of
affordable and sustainable social
services?
Canada’s involvement with the
trade deals – NAFTA, FIPPA, TPP
– is highly influential on the world
successfully attaining the climate
change target of keeping global
warming at the 2° (1.5°) threshold.
Presently, the trade deals are able
to legally over-ride any protective

environmental laws, thus negate any
nation’s climate change targets and
policies.
Climate change thresholds must
take precedence over trade deal
economic profits. Canadian climate
change mitigation, adaptation, and
clean renewable energy projects need
to have legal protection stronger than
the trade deals, to be protected from
being sued for loss of profits and/
or being monetarily destroyed by
corporate industry.
Negotiations must be made to
impose tariffs on competing products
on the merit of what product is more
climate friendly.
Security of Canadian land, food,
water, resources, and local jobs creates
stability, sustainability, and consistent
employment income. The TPP
opens up new laws for privatization
and foreign investments to legally
underbid local employment on health
insurance, education, water treatment,
maintenance and it puts strict limits on
how governments choose to protect the
environment or create jobs. Allowing
trade deals to underbid local economies
reduces local residents to serfdom.
FIPA, CETA, and NAFTA’s
Chapter 11 undermine Canadian
democratic decision-making. ISDS
gives investors extra-legal rights to
be compensated for loss-of-profits,
with no regard to the well-being

of the community or environment
involved. Financial insecurity, mental
ill-health, and long-term chaos is the
consequence. Planetary health and
the Canadian economy need stability
and democratic decision-making, not
investor profits of disaster income, and
legal corporate control of seeds, food
supply, water, resources, and energy.
All countries must be allowed to
patent new innovations – not be limited
to the control of American or Japanese
innovators, with an eye to profit. A
myriad of perspectives and solutions
must be considered, not limited.
Trade often becomes predatory,
greedily taking too much, in haste
and without ethical regard, leaving
devastation. Everyday citizens are left
with the responsibility of challenging
and demanding responsibility from
Trade Greed.
The climate change crisis demands
that humans evolve from focusing on
the acquisition of wealth and power,
to the higher standard of focusing
on planetary health and nurturing
stewardship. The Trade Deals that
Canada signs on to must reflect these
values and enforce them with enough
legal power to override the Trade Deals
and ISDS.
On behalf of our children’s wellbeing,
Susan Eyre
Yahk
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Response to ‘Hats
off to solar projects’

I really don’t know why I bother.
Those of us who know, know that nothing
can be done. It is not like I haven’t been
disappointed by politicians before. My
first was my first engagement with the
US presidential race of 1964. I was 15
and eager to help end the war in Vietnam.
The rest is gruesome history.
I read with interest Andy Shadrack’s
letter entitled ‘Hats off to solar projects.’
He began to describe his own 2.4kW
grid tie solar array and how it was saving
him lots of money and providing excess
power to the grid. He went on to condemn
a Max Yanke, whose letter I did not
read, for using the term ‘greenwashing’
in reference to the installation of solar
panels at some schools in the area.
He also took issue with the ‘clean
green water power’ of the hydroelectric
power in this province that our politician
are always touting as the ‘greenest’ way
to produce power.
But I have to tell you, what he did
himself was to ‘greenwash’ solar as a
saviour of our environmental problems.
Hey, I live on solar and have, off grid,
for over 10 years. I have also been a solar
dealer since the early 1990s. If we had
killed industrial civilization then, if we
had all reduced our lifestyles to those of
the poorest people on the planet then, we
might have been able to save ourselves
and a goodly many of the other species
on Gaia, the living planet. As it is, we are
hooped. Toast. The walking dead. We are
presently in process of the sixth great
mass extinction in our planet’s history
and no amount of solar is going to stop it.
So Mr. Shadrack, you DID what you
set out to condemn. Solar electricity is
greenwashing, any way you want to look
at it. But if it makes you feel good, do it.
It’s certainly not going to hurt the already
dying situation in which we are all stuck.
Leon Pendleton
Whatshan

The value of
solar energy

A local self-proclaimed expert on
solar is espousing 20-year-old fossil
fuel industry propaganda to downplay
the value of solar energy in today’s high
consumption culture. He is calling the
incorporation of solar into our local
hydro power grid a ‘greenwashing’
while by suggestion big hydro has
always been ‘green.’
When was the last time we had a
Columbia River salmon on our plates?
Natural resource lost. Environmental
amnesia? There sits a plaque at the Grand
Coulee Dam that states it was deemed
necessary to block (exterminate) the
salmon in order to have the electricity to
build aluminum aircraft to fight and win
WWII. The US public debt subsidized
that dam and the private aircraft industry
got rich and powerful, Germany/ Japan
rebuilt and the salmon lost. Today, more
big hydro. Site C dam. Justification?
Growing demand! I read,,, to subsidize
the LNG export industry with a public
investment at $9 billion ($3 billion in
overruns?), completion in 2022 maybe.

For 23 years, I have lived with
solar serving my electricity needs.
I sell and install solar hardware for
others. My older nine solar panels (PVs)
make actual continual harvest of about
1,000 and 1,200 watts between 10 am
and 3 pm. My grid-connected solar
production between years 2010-2013
was 1385 kWhs annual average in a
Kootenay valley with tree shade after
3 pm. The winter snow covers the PVs
when there isn’t good sunlight anyway.
In sunny months, extra electricity flows
out and serves the neighbourhood.
SD10’s solar arrays are no different.
Meters track the outflow for a credit
later. Since refusing smart meters
and the opt out fees in 2014, we have
gone off-grid and supplement with a
generator three wintery months of the
year.
The cost of solar energy is dropping,
utility rates are climbing. Convergence
in BC is within five years and solar
modules are warranted for 25-30. Solar
will yield a return on investment, but
even more solar is about being part of
the solution, not the problem. Solar is
at cost parity in many US states. Wind
and solar are over 30 percent of the
German energy grid. On summer days
in 2014, solar alone supplied 58 percent
of Germany’s consumption. It’s real!
Greenwashing? I source PVs from
Portland, Oregon and companies that
get high marks from independent ‘clean
and green’ auditors, the Silicon Valley
Toxics Coalition. Sadly, SD10 decided
to purchase ‘off the chart’ low scoring
product manufactured in Asia. The
dark side of some solar manufacturing
is prison labour, toxic effluent of acid
and heavy metals into rivers, and plants
belching toxic black smoke. Our kids
should know ‘their’ kids aren’t dying
for our PVs.
The Nelson Community Solar
Garden is only sourcing PVs with
high marks for being manufactured
‘clean and green.’ Buy in! It’s a great
opportunity if, like many Nelson homes,
your roof has shade or orientation issues.
Kip Drobish, owner Oso Solar
New Denver

Climate cure

At 400 ppm (parts per million)
we know the amount of carbon in
the atmosphere is not healthy for the
earth and its inhabitants. Indeed, with
unprecedented heat waves, but also at
times extreme cold, it’s as if the earth
itself was in a feverish state, trying to
throw off some deadly illness – climate
disruption.
“Paris threw us a lifeline,” says
Elizabeth May, urging us not to let it slip
between our fingers. What needs to be
done to ratchet down the earth’s fever,
and ensure a livable planet for future
generations? The movement for climate
justice has articulated a vision for where
we need to go. But, as Naomi Klein and
Avi Lewis have explained in the book
and film, This Changes Everything, our
economic system is still tied down by an
understanding of the earth as a store of
natural resources to be exploited.
To save the earth, and ourselves,

we need to make our economic system
more honest and fair. Those activities
which damage health must become
more expensive, so that people will
know, through the market, that it makes
sense to find alternatives. Work that
helps people fulfil their potential as
creative, caring beings, work with little
negative impact on our life systems or
that helps restore those life systems,
should provide a decent living for those
who engage in it.
We can help achieve both goals
with a fee and dividend price on carbon.
All fossil fuel mining and imports would
be subject to a fee, which would be
collected and then redistributed equally
to each citizen. Because those with the
lowest incomes spend less, per person,
on greenhouse gas intensive activities,
low income Canadians would end up
with more in dividends than the costs of
fees. Since the fee would rise steadily,
business would have the predictability
to enable it to plan and adapt.
Some might argue that simply
redistributing wealth equally to all
citizens is wasteful, that it would make
more sense to invest that money in
climate justice initiatives. The trouble is,
both big government and big business
have become largely discredited in
recent decades. We need a transparent
system that provides tangible rewards
to voters, so populist-style politicians
will not be able to gain traction by
attacking our price on carbon. There are
other good ways to obtain the resources
we need for the shift to a sustainable
economy. First though, we need an
honest, transparent and predictable price
on carbon.
Because of concerns about
competitiveness, the fee and dividend
price being promoted by Citizens’
Climate Lobby (CCL) in Canada and
the US includes border adjustments.
Another advantage of a fee and dividend
approach is that it could fit with different
provincial initiatives. CCL Canada’s
national manager, Cathy Orlando,
explains: “if the provincial carbon
price was lower than the federal fee,
emitters would pay the federal level.
If the provincial price rose above the
federal level, emitters would pay the
higher price. For provinces without
carbon pricing, carbon fee and dividend
would provide one.”
A rising carbon fee and dividend is
“not a panacea,” says climate champion
James Hansen, but it is “the required
underpinning, the sine qua non.”
Laura Sacks & Jan Slokov
Citizens’ Climate Lobby members
Tarrys & Salt Spring Island

Smart meter
closure and input
offer

At this time, most of the RF off
meters are finishing being installed.
At this time also, the BCUC has
invited a final input from intervenors
and interested parties. Andy Shadrack
and our former MP Alex Atamanenko
represented us as intervenors. I was an
interested party and have offered for
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final input my experiences regarding
the installation part of the situation, and
invite you to offer yours through me.
What we know: that it would seem
that a majority of residents in the Slocan
Valley - Slocan to Crescent Valley decided ‘better safe than sorry’ and did
RF off; that because of this, we have
kept our local meter reader’s job for her;
and that those choosing RF off who had
a previous digital meter that was being
read ‘from the curb’ will no longer
have that wireless component. (This is
a good thing, as the RF transmissions
from such a meter extend not just to the
curbside, but toward the house-side as
well.) The big thing we don’t know is
how the wireless emissions will change
throughout the neighbourhoods where
most are RF off but a few are not. The
installer I had guaranteed that both the
zigbee chip for inside-of-the-house
wireless, and the wireless transmission
antenna sending data back from the
house to Fortis were both inactive,
and that they could not be re-activated
from their office or anywhere else but
on site. Also, that they fully expected
the life span of the new meter to be 20
years. And while they wouldn’t sign my
note giving them responsibility for any
damage that might occur as a result of
the new meter, they said verbally that of
course they would stand by their work.
At this time also, functional
impairment caused by EMF stressors
from wireless in the environment is
increasingly recognized by health
authorities, disability administrators,
politicians, as well as courts of law.
Headaches, concentration difficulties
and sleeping problems to name what
seem to be the top few associated with
EMF stress, are becoming increasingly
more clearly correlated with illnesses.
I think we’ve done OK – really,
all things considered, and I hope the
education and accountability continues.
I’d be happy to forward on any comments
from you that might be important for
the BCUC to review. Please send to:
slocanvalleysafemeters@gmail.com.
Deadline is Feb 9, so Feb 4 or 5 for
me. Thanks.
Because, “It ain’t over till it’s over,”
right?
Daphne Fields
Slocan

Countering ‘Loud
pipes save lives’

In response to Ruth Meyers’
letter published in the January 13th
edition, I would like to make the
following counter points with respect
to motorcycle noise.
In her opening, Ms. Meyers voices
the view that only local residents have
a voice on the issue, and argues that
the petition (which I signed) calls for
a law to be passed which would affect
only this area. Nothing could be further
from the truth. The relevant legislation
is already in effect and is the provincial
Motor Vehicle Act. This being the case,
all British Columbia citizens have a
direct interest, and it can be argued that
all Canadian citizens do, and in view
of the interlocking nature of North

American motor vehicle laws, so do
North American citizens.
There is no suggestion that any
‘area local’ regulations are in any
way appropriate. Loud and modified
mufflers are already prohibited under the
provincial Motor Vehicle Act. The Act
is not being vigorously enforced with
respect to this offence, however, and it
is my understanding that the petitioners
are in fact asking for two things: 1.
that the existing law be enforced and
2. that the government act upon the
recommendations of the BC Council of
Chiefs of Police respecting the adoption
of a standardized enforcement test
successfully used in other Canadian
provinces.
Ms. Meyers suggests that Ms. Lisgo
should have considered highway noise
before buying her property. In fact,
Ms. Lisgo owned her property long
before motorcycle noise became a
problem. A certain level of traffic noise
is expected and tolerated; however, the
level of motorcycle-generated noise has
increased exponentially in the last few
years as the popularity of the activity
has grown.
Ms. Meyers and others have
objected to the singling out of
motorcycles from other motor vehicles,
in some cases calling it discriminatory.
The law in this case applies to all
motor vehicles and so would enhanced
enforcement; however, the current
problem stems mainly from motorcycle
traffic, solely due to the density and
popularity of the activity.
Finally, Ms. Meyers argues that
safety for the motorcyclist is enhanced
by high noise levels and describes a
personal incident in which she feels
that a near collision was avoided by her
loud exhaust. It is my understanding
that studies have disproved this theory
and common sense would suggest
that noise directed to the rear will not
assist in situations arising for the most
part from the front of a motorcycle.
Noise has from the beginning of motor
vehicle use been recognized as being
an effective warning tool. This of
course is why emergency vehicles have
sirens and automobiles and other motor
vehicles have horns. Their fitment and
use is prescribed by law. The sound
transmission is of course to the front,
not to the rear of the vehicle.
The essence of this dispute, if
indeed it is a dispute, seems to be
simple. A small part of the motorcycle
community plans and executes
modifications to their machines so
as to increase their continuous noise
level, an activity prohibited by law,
then drives in a manner maximizing
noise output, especially where there
is an unwilling audience. The existing
law as it applies to this offence should
be enforced and the professionals in
law enforcement in British Columbia
have made recommendations to the
government on how to do it.
To the majority of motorcyclists
who are considerate and safety
conscious, thanks, enjoy and be safe!
David Johns
Qualicum Beach
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RDCK board, January 21: Action taken on motorcycle petition
by Jan McMurray
• Following up on the issue
of excessive motorcycle noise,
the RDCK agreed to write a letter
to Attorney General/ Minister of
Justice Suzanne Anton encouraging
her to take appropriate action for
enforcement of regulations about
mufflers in the BC Motor Vehicle
Act (Regulations 7.03 and 22). The
RDCK will also ask the Association
of Kootenay Boundary Local
Governments (AKBLG) to write a
similar letter to Minister Anton, and
to draft and forward a resolution to
the Union of BC Municipalities
(UBCM) asking the minister to
direct the RCMP to enforce the
regulations.
Gloria Lisgo, New Denver
resident who presented the petition
with 4,300 signatures to the RDCK
board in December, thanked the
directors for taking these actions.
Several people in support of the
petition were in attendance.
• The board agreed to send a
letter of support to Community
Futures, which is applying for a
grant for the Community Food
Action Initiative project, to create
a regional food policy council. The

RDCK is applying for a grant from
Interior Health for this same project.
• Director Cunningham reported
on a meeting he attended in Fruitvale
regarding the government’s proposal
to limit motorized access to the Pend
d’Oreille Valley. Under the proposal,
only the road along the river would
be kept open. Cunningham reported
that wildlife in the valley is being
negatively impacted by ATV use and
the spread of knapweed. During the
Fruitvale meeting, the public gave
the Province many ideas on “how
to do it better than close it, allowing
all participants, including animals, to
survive.” The Province is accepting
public comments until January 31
online at apps.nrs.gov.bc.ca.
• Director Larry Binks, the
RDCK representative on the CBT
board, reported that there is a 15
percent increase in funds for the
Community Initiatives and Affected
Areas funding programs, and that
these programs would be audited
more regularly by CBT. He also said
to watch for new CBT programs,
coming soon.
• The Crescent Valley Beach
Park Management Plan was adopted,
as were the Pass Creek and Waterloo
Eddy Park Plans. The Balfour
Beach Regional Park plan will be
brought forward to the board at
a later date. All four plans were
drafted by Ecoscape Environmental
Consultants during a one-year
planning process that included
extensive public involvement.
• The board directed staff to turn
Morning Mountain Recreation Area
into a regional park.
• Minister of Transportation
Todd Stone sent a letter thanking

RDCK representatives for meeting
with him at the UBCM convention
last fall. He says he has asked
ministry staff to follow up regarding
a study to address speed in the Hills
area, safety performance in the
Summit Lake area, speed reader
boards in the RDCK, speed limit
signage in the Harrop/Procter area
and multiple speed zones on the east
side of Kootenay Lake.
• A letter from the Province
invites comments on the “world class
spill response regime” currently
being created. Director Cunningham
commented that local governments
“will probably have to implement
it and pay for it, and I have some
problems with that.”
• The board chair will present
the winnings of the BC Water &
Waste Association’s ‘What’s Water
Worth to You?’ contest to the LV
Rogers Secondary School Visual
Arts class. During Water Week last
year, the RDCK invited the class to
paint a mural on the RDCK’s seacan, which is used to store water
systems equipment and materials.
The class painted four images that
were so stunning that the RDCK
entered them into the contest, and
they won. The cash prize of $2,500
will be donated to the school.
• A letter from the Southern
Interior Beetle Action Coalition
(SIBAC) outlines the organization’s
new three-year Strategic Plan 201618, and asks the RDCK to confirm
its desire to remain a member of the
organization and to provide $5,000
to help offset administrative costs
of operating SIBAC. The RDCK
agreed to both requests.
• A Strategic Community Energy

and Emissions Plan (SCEEP) is
being completed for West Kootenay
local governments. RDCK directors
will attend a one-day workshop,
funded by CBT and FortisBC, to
work on the plan. All municipalities
in the RDCK have participated in
SCEEP workshops.
• Andrew Bellerby, new
Regional Fire Chief and General
Manager of Fire & Emergency
Services, was introduced. Bellerby
replaces Terry Swan, who retired at
the beginning of the year. Bellerby
has started meeting with regional
fire departments and emergency
coordinators.
• The board approved a new
full-time Accounting Technician
position. Over the past 18 months,
the department has been operating
with one less person than usual.
Since the Manager of Finance
was promoted to Chief Financial
Officer in August 2014, the Manager
position has not been filled. It has
been determined that a manager
is not needed, but an Accounting
Technician is needed to improve
workload balance and provide
capacity for asset management.
• The board approved a Regional
Water Smart Ambassador position
for four months in summer 2016.
The cost of the position is estimated
at $18,000 and staff will seek grants
to cover this. The ambassador
would help residents with water
conservation in Woodbury, South
Slocan, Balfour, Grandview,
Duhamel, Ymir, Woodlands, West
Robson, Lucas Road and potentially
Riondel.
• Appointments were made to the
West Kootenay Transit Committee:
Directors Chernoff, White, Main and
Faust (alt.).
• The board will contribute
$6,000 to the Association of
Kootenay Boundary Local
Governments (AKBLG) AGM
and conference in Kimberley April
27-29.
• The RDCK will host the FCM
annual conference in March 2018,
to be held in Nelson.

Kaslo & Area D –
Economic Development
service

• A Kaslo and Area D Economic
Development service is being
established. Three readings were
given to the bylaw, which authorizes
a maximum taxation requisition
of 50 cents per $1,000 of assessed
property value from Kaslo and Area
D property owners.
• The RDCK received notice
that the Village of Kaslo’s boundary
expansion to take in the airport has
been finalized.
• The board supported an
application to the New Building
Canada Fund: Small Communities
Fund for the Johnson’s Landing
water system. The Gar Creek Water
Users Association will apply for
the grant.
• Community Works (Gas Tax)
funding was approved for four
broadband projects being completed
in partnership with the Columbia
Basin Broadband Corporation.

Kaslo InfoNet Society will receive
$25,000.
• Director Suzan Hewat thanked
RDCK staff for the excellent job
on the Kaslo Cemetery mapping
project.
• The RDCK has received a
FireSmart grant for Shutty Bench,
Riondel and Procter.
• Area D Community
Development Grants of $2,000 for
NKLCSS and $3,750 for LINKS
were approved.
• A grant of $2,000 was
approved from the Kaslo and Area
D Recreation Service to the Kaslo
Outdoor Recreation Society for the
purchase of ski equipment.

Area H – appointments
made

• Corrie Traenenberg (Slocan)
and Nadine Raynolds (New Denver)
were re-appointed and Barbara
Fuhrer (Silverton) was appointed
to the Slocan Valley Economic
Development Commission. The
board will send a letter of thanks to
Carol Bell (Silverton) for her years
of service on the commission.
• Re-appointed to the Recreation
Commission No. 6 were Jason
Clarke and Dan Rixon.
• Hank Hastings and Mike
Koolen were re-appointed to the
Rosebery Parklands and Trails
Commission.
• An Area H discretionary grant
of $1,500 was awarded to the Slocan
Valley Community Legacy Society
for operational costs.
• A discretionary grant of $200
was provided to the Slocan Valley
Refugee Coalition from the Village
of Slocan.

Area K – Referenda to
be held for Legion and
fire department

• Referenda will be held in
Edgewood, asking the community
for a financial contribution of $5,000
annually for the Legion and $10,000
annually for the fire department.
Last year, electors were asked
through the Alternative Approval
Process if they would be prepared to
contribute $10,000 annually to each
organization. This process failed,
with 67 people objecting to the fire
department request and 73 objecting
to the Legion request. In the AAP
process, if 10 percent – in this case 29
people – object to the proposal, the
process fails and the question either
goes to referendum or is dropped
completely. Recently, the Legion
and Fire Department requested that
their requests go to referenda, with
the Legion decreasing its request to
$5,000. The referenda will be held in
June 2016. The cost of the referenda
to the RDCK is estimated at $7,000.
• Community Works (Gas Tax)
funding was approved for four
broadband projects being completed
in partnership with the Columbia
Basin Broadband Corporation.
Edgewood Broadband (the Edge)
will receive $22,936.
• An Area K Community
Development Grant of $2,000 was
approved for the Nakusp Secondary
School Senior Outdoor Ed program.
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Slocan council, January 11: Village and CBT exploring acquisition of mill site
by Barbara Curry Mulcahy
• A resolution from an in-camera
meeting on December 14 was
brought forward: “That it be moved
to open meeting, that Council and
staff are working with the support
of Columbia Basin Trust to explore
acquisition of the old mill site,
including diligence in pursuing site
assessment.”
In an interview after the council
meeting, Mayor Lunn said council
realizes that the site holds huge value
and potential for the community
and is exploring potential options;
however, resources are limited. “The
reality is that it is private property
and any diligence efforts such as an
assessment would require approval
by the landowner,” she said. “The
current owner could choose to sell
to any party at any time. They could
also choose not to sell.”
• Council agreed to try to change
the method of awarding grants for
the CBT Community Initiatives
program. In the past, council has
made the decisions. This year, the
Village will advertise for members of
the public to be on a CBT Community
Initiatives Grant Committee. To
avoid conflict of interest, anyone
applying for one of the grants
may not be on the committee. If
enough qualified people apply and
a committee can be formed, then it
will have responsibility for awarding
grants. CBT Community Initiatives
funding is increasing by 15 percent
this year.
• Tim Hill, Public Works
Supervisor, reported on a number of
issues. Concrete has broken away
from the dam on Gwillim Creek
where the Village has its water
intake. Village staff will do the repair.
Construction of the new Public
Works shed has paused. The shed
will house lumber for the seniors’
housing project and PW has been
informed that the wood’s delivery
has been delayed until early spring.
Hill said, “We do have all the
materials to finish the shed, and the
framing inspection has passed. As
soon as weather permits and we have
some extra time, we’ll start getting
the tin on the building.”
PW staff has removed all the
Lexan from the bus shelters. They
will install 10 mil tempered glass
to make it “a lot easier to deal with
graffiti.”
Hill is preparing a storm water
report for the Springer Street, block
7 area. It will recommend “the best
method to fix flooding problems
in the area… possibilities are
deep ditching, building up the low
shoulders and shallow ditching, or
storm drain system with drywell.”
When Hill was giving the
Village’s antique truck “some TLC”
to ready it for “parade duty”, he
discovered errors in the truck’s
paperwork. It turns out the vehicle
is a 1949 model, not a 1947. Hill
is working with the Motor Vehicle
Branch “to resolve the issues” and
then get new insurance documents.
• Daphne Fields presented a
report on behalf of Jennifer Yeow of
Passmore Lab. From 2013 through

to the end of 2015, volunteers
have taken samples of water from
Springer Creek to Passmore Lab,
which analyzed the samples free
of charge. Fields explained the
importance of baseline monitoring
on the creek, that Springer Creek
is “a cold creek” and therefore is
prime fish habitat and important
in cooling Slocan River, “helping
to keep it alive.” Thirty to forty
samples a year have been tested for
turbidity and conductivity. During
freshet, monitoring is done every
72 hours. A sensor measures the
creek’s temperature. Yeow asked
that the Village start paying $500
annually to the lab for the tests and
reporting. Yeow recommended that
Denise Dufault (sample collection)
and Daphne Fields (transportation to
lab) be compensated for their time.
Council referred the matter to 2016
budget discussions. During public
participation, council was asked to
ensure that lab funding be available
in time for freshet.
• Responding to a request from
Joyce Johnson of the Slocan Valley
Historical Society, council agreed to
sponsor the society as an associate
member under the Village’s policy
for MIA liability insurance. The
estimated annual fee of $250 for this
will be considered at 2016 budget
discussions. In addition, the Village’s
historical collection (90 percent of
the SVHS archives) will be added
to the Village’s property insurance.
The Historical Society’s License to
Occupy Agreement will be amended
to reflect the changes.
• As recommended by the Western
Screech Owl Select Committee,
council dissolved the committee and
replaced it with a Western Screech
Owl Standing Committee. Mayor
Lunn and Councillor Joel Pelletier
were appointed to the new committee
and Village staff were directed to
draft Terms of Reference for the
committee and to advertise in the
newsletter for two more members.
• Council gave the Library
Society permission to upgrade the
lighting in the library to energyefficient LED. The Village will
discuss cost-sharing materials for the

project at its next budget meeting;
project labour will be donated.
Council also agreed to discuss
replacing the rest of the lighting
inside the Wellness Centre at the next
budget meeting.
• Staff will look into participating
with the RDCK during this year’s
Local Government Awareness Week;
one possibility would be to offer
tours of the water plant.
• The CAO’s annual Building
Inspection Report showed that
2015 was another slow year in
Slocan. There were no new homes
constructed last year. Construction
on residential and commercial
renovations, additions, and accessory
buildings was valued at $82,540.
Seeing that the CAO’s annual
Fitness Centre Report showed an
increase in sales of passes for the
third year in a row, Mayor Lunn said,
“…so, we’re staying fit in Slocan!”
The CAO’s annual Transit Sales
Report showed that Mountain Valley
Station sold transit tickets and passes
valued at $3,051.50. The Village will
send a letter of thanks to MVS for
selling Fitness and Transit passes.
• The Fees & Charges
Amendment Bylaw with the 2.75
percent increase in water rates was
adopted. Councillor Pelletier was
appointed liaison for the North
Kootenay Sport and Recreation
Council; Councillor Perriere liaison
for the Slocan District Chamber of
Commerce Health Committee with
Councillor Patterson as Alternate.
Mayor Lunn will remain on the
RDCK Board and the Ktunaxa
K i n b a s k e t Tr e a t y A d v i s o r y
Committee, and liaison for the Slocan
District Chamber of Commerce
board. Councillor Perriere will
remain on the Fitness Centre
Committee, the Spirit of Christmas
Committee, and the Community
Forest/SIFCo. Councillor Van Bynen
will remain liaison for the Slocan
Lake Stewardship Society and
Councillor Pelletier as liaison for the
Unity Festival.
• During public participation,
Joyce Johnson asked where Village
water is tested and what it is tested for.
Tim Hill said he takes a water sample

to Nelson weekly for bacteriological
testing. Heavy metals are tested “not
even every year.”
Denise Dufault suggested the
Village install a low-flow turbine on
Gwillim Creek instead of building
the microhydro project on Springer
Creek. Councillor Perriere explained
that Gwillim Creek has been studied
in the past and it is too expensive
to connect to the power lines from
there.
Dick Kelly reported that the
Spirit of Slocan is now a formal

committee and has a bank account.
They are looking into projects that
they might want to sponsor; one
possibility is a community garage
sale to be aligned with this spring’s
Village Clean-Up Week.

Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work,
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal
WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS

359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539
3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN
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Kaslo council, January 12: Economic development service initiated
Open Spaces (PROS) Committee
meeting. Councilor Lang indicated
that the golf club would deal with this
request differently.
• The Village will agree to a
meeting on the identified vacation
rental issue (AirBNB) by Nelson
Kootenay Lake Tourism before taking
any action or forming a position.

Councillor Holland was chosen to
attend the Nelson Kootenay Lake
Tourism Association AGM on behalf
of the Village on January 28 in Nelson.
• Council received approval of
a $20,000 Age Friendly grant for
the ‘Senior and Caregiver Support
Program Project with a Focus on
Seniors Outreach.’ North Kootenay

Lake Community Services Society is
taking the lead on this project.
• The Village has received a
$10,000 grant to complete a municipal
buildings asset management plan.
• Requests for assistance from
Public Works and the use of the Kaslo
Aerodrome for the Winter in the
Forest Festival on February 9 from the

Kaslo and District Community Forest
were approved.
• Kaslo’s Strategic Community
Energy and Emissions Planning
(SCEEP) workshop report written by
the Community Energy Association
was approved for payment in the
amount of $8,000. A grant from
FortisBC will cover this cost.

submitted
From its humble beginnings
in 1893, St Andrew’s church has
experienced many changes, and
will continue to do so, as people’s
needs and global concerns change
and broaden. However, it is, and
always was, a place where people of
the community gather for concerts,
events, and community celebrations.
In the past years, Heritage Hall
has been the location of numerous
community activities and events.
In 1990, St Andrew’s was
designated as a municipal heritage
site, and in 2012 received its BC
Statement of Significance and was
registered in the Canadian Registry
of Historic Places. The architects of
these historical buildings, however,
did not often consider ease of
access and their steep steps have
been a challenge for many people,
especially those with mobility issues.
That has been a concern for some

time at St Andrew’s and why the
‘We Are Accessible’ project was
initiated. The project committee
is Elizabeth Scarlett, Paul Van
Deursen, Chris Klassen, Paul Hunter,
Garry Lindstrom and Mary Stickel.
Thanks to granting partners New
Horizons, Columbia Basin Trust,
RDCK, VHKAS, some generous
local donations, and a dedicated
planning committee, the building is
now accessible, with a wheelchair
ramp from the north end of the
church into the south double doors
of the Heritage Hall, and the concert
venue.
“We owe a great debt of thanks
to these organizations, as well as to
the group of local skilled contractors
who have worked on this ramp
project,” said committee member
Mary Stickel. “Many challenges in
the construction of this ramp were
encountered, and surmounted. We
must also thank the Jansons, the

neighbours to the east, for allowing
the backhoe and immense piles of
rock on their property as the footings
for the ramp were prepared.”
This project has drawn many
people into strong friendships

as well as very positive working
relationships, which has been an
added bonus. This ramp will allow
those who have been unable to
manage the steps to now gain access
to enjoy events.

submitted
Nominations for the Province’s
highest form of recognition – the Order
of British Columbia – are now being
accepted for individuals demonstrating
outstanding achievement, excellence and
distinction in their fields of endeavour.

This is your opportunity to help
showcase the dedication, hard work,
talents and sacrifices of exceptional
people in your community by
nominating exemplary citizens in your
own backyard.
Since 1989, 386 British Columbians

have received the Order. Previous
recipients vary across sectors and postal
codes, but some inductees are easy to
recognize, including Diana Krall, Trevor
Linden, Dr. Robert Thirsk, and David
Suzuki.
Nomination forms and submission

information are available from the
Honours and Awards Secretariat
in Victoria at www.orderofbc.gov.
bc.ca/nominations/. The completed
nominations must be received by the
secretariat by March 4 to be considered
for this year.

by Louis Bockner
The 2016 Kaslo Jazz Festival – the
25th annual – will be a transition year
and one that respects the festival’s
history and accomplishments while
working towards changes that will make
the festival sustainable in the long-term,
says Executive Director Paul Hinrichs.
“While paying respect to the past,
this will definitely be Jazz Fest 2.0,” he
said, adding that they will be “changing
the format a little bit.”
For example, there are plans to bring
back the parade, which hasn’t happened
in five years, as well as focusing more
energy on satellite venues and free
music throughout the community over
the weekend. Some locations being
considered are the gazebo in Vimy Park,
the Front Street market space, the S.S.
Moyie and the Bluebelle Bistro.
This will not only provide an
alternative to the free programming
that took place in the bay last year up
until 5 pm – a trial run that Hinrichs
said “didn’t quite yield the results”
and was a “logistical headache” – but
will also provide more venues so that
musicians can have repeat performances
throughout the weekend.
Despite rumours, the festival will
not have a new name this year, although
it was debated and will most likely
change in the near future.
“There’s interest but there are
significant hoops to jump through,”
Hinrichs said. “For now it’s prudent to

acknowledge the 25th anniversary of
the festival but I’d be surprised if it was
called Kaslo Jazz Fest next year.”
Because 40 to 60 percent of the
festival’s ticket sales occur at the gate,
the crunch time leading up to the
festival can be straining financially.
Last year, this resulted in three board
members lending the festival money at
prime interest plus one percent with the
intention of full reimbursement by the
time the gates open in 2016.
While things look grim financially
on paper, with the numbers showing
between $20,000 and $40,000 losses
every year for the past three years,
Hinrichs feels this isn’t an accurate
representation of the festival.
“Obviously we want to remain
viable and not have to borrow money
from the board, but in the past Jazz Fest
has been a festival that aims to break
even.”
The festival will also be
“restructuring ticket prices” in an
attempt to draw more people.
Another concern that has surfaced
is a fear of having too many vendors, in
part because Crawford Bay’s Starbelly
Jam isn’t happening in 2016, after 16
years of operation. So, on the Friday
and Sunday of Jazz Fest, the festival
will provide an opportunity for vendors
at Front Street Park. On Saturday
this space will be home to the regular
Saturday market, which is separate from
the festival.

This year also marks the 25th
anniversary of the Nelson Brewing
Company and so the two entities will
be reuniting and cross-promoting one
another leading up to the festival. While
Mt. Begbie was the beer on tap last year,
this year it will be NBC’s selection of
organic brews that will be available for
patrons to enjoy on the festival grounds.
“I know for the first 14 years NBC

was the beer of KJF,” Hinrichs said, “and
now with it being their 25th anniversary
it felt like another great way to pay
respect to the past and move forward.”
At the Kaslo Jazz Fest Etc. Society’s
annual general meeting on December
3, Kaslovians Dan Wyker and Jeremy
Behn were elected to the board. They
replace Randy Morse and Josee Bayeur,
who both stepped down.

We are accessible: Kaslo’s St. Andrew’s installs ramp

PHOTO CREDIT: DAPHNE HUNTER

by Louis Bockner
• A Kaslo and Area D economic
development service is being
established by the RDCK, with
taxation set at a maximum of 50 cents
per $1,000 of assessed property value.
All property owners in the Village of
Kaslo and Area D will pay into this
service. Council authorized Mayor
Hewat to sign the letter of consent
to the establishment of the RDCK
service. In the 1980s, a Kaslo and
Area D Economic Development
Commission was formed and was
funded by taxation, but has been
dormant for several years. This new
service revives a taxation-funded
economic development service in
Kaslo and Area D.
• Former Area D Director Andy
Shadrack voiced his concerns about
recycling. He would like a single
service solution to be considered and
adopted for Kaslo and area. Currently,
village residents are served by an
MMBC curbside service, and village
businesses and Area D residents and
businesses are served by an RDCK
depot at the transfer station. A glass
recycling bin is located at the public
works yard, as MMBC does not
collect glass at curbside.
At a budget meeting December
15, council allocated $650 per year
to cover the expenses of the glass
recycling bin at the public works yard,
and added a $15,000 contingency
to solid waste services “in case of
significant additional cost centres
emerging over 2016.”
• Council will direct staff to
submit an application to the Province
for a 2016 infrastructure planning
grant for parks planning on Kaslo’s
waterfront.
• Council agreed to write a letter
of support for the Moving Together
Committee in their effort to improve
transit connections between Kaslo
and Trail.
• Council brought forward from
in camera a motion to have staff
assess which main floor suite area in
the Kemball Building could be redesignated a lunch room for municipal
employees, with the incorporation
of some municipal storage space.
Remaining spaces will be put out as
an advertised request for proposals.
A report from CAO Neil Smith to
council states that “there are likely
some changes coming in the Kemball
Building as a consequence of forest
licence changes, the municipal fees
and charges bylaw coming into effect,
and other issues.”
• Council defeated a motion to
respond to tree removal requests from
the Kaslo Golf Club made during
December’s Parks, Recreation and

The ramp is finished! Braden East, Paul Van Deursen, Mayor Suzan Hewat, Mary Stickel, Rick Jones,
Richard De Cruyenaere, Elizabeth Scarlett, Christopher Klassen and Paul Hunter. Missing from the
photograph are contractors Steve Begg and Sean Brenton and committee member Garry Lindstrom.

Province seeks outstanding British Columbians for highest honour

Changes coming to Kaslo Jazz Fest in 2016

On Christmas Eve, the Kaslo Hotel hosted its second annual Christmas dinner by donation. There
were 103 dinners served, raising $722 for the Food Bank operated by the women’s auxiliary of the
Royal Canadian Legion, Branch 74. The hotel would like to thank all of those who donated.
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Nakusp council, January 11: Volunteers come forward to bring caboose to town
NACFOR has a lease with the
Village to use part of the vacant land
adjacent to the Public Works yard on
Hot Springs Road as a log storage area.
NACFOR has donated three loads of
fir logs in the area to the ski hill, and
processing of those logs will be done
by Madden Timber at the yard, using
a mobile sawmill. The Village’s legal
counsel has advised it that it needs
agreements with proper wording to
indemnify the Village.
Councillor Zeleznik said the

sawdust from the processing will be
available to people for their gardens.
• Council will participate in CBT’s
2016 WaterSmart Initiative program, in
an effort to reduce outdoor water usage
and consumption. Its plan is to use
$10,000 of CBT funding and $5,000 of
its own to hire a WaterSmart ambassador.
Nakusp joined the WaterSmart
program in 2011 with the goal of
reducing overall water consumption
to 15 percent by 2015. To date, it has
completed a water metering assessment,

a water loss management plan, installed
an insertion flowmeter system at the
200,000 gallon reservoir, and is awaiting
the final report for a water rate analysis.
Although water consumption
dropped between 2009 and 2012, it has
risen again mainly, says the DO Warren
Leigh, due to lawn watering. To this
end, he suggests focusing on public
awareness.
Council agreed to hire an ambassador
(possibly a secondary or post-secondary
student) to conduct a door-to-door water

use survey, landscape and irrigation
system audits, monitor and identify
water waste using the ‘yellow flag’
program, distribute water conservation
information, and report information on
audits and customer visits.
• A chart from BC Assessment
shows that Nakusp is not following the
slight upward trend in house values in
the Kootenay Columbia region. The
“typical residential home” in Nakusp
was assessed at $200,000 in 2015, and
$192,000 in 2016.

by Katrine Campbell
A group of historically-minded
volunteers has taken on the task of
raising money to bring an old caboose
to Nakusp to celebrate the village’s
railway heritage. At a January 7 public
meeting called to gauge interest in the
project, 25 people showed up, and a
committee was formed to work on it.
In December, Village council
considered an offer from CP Rail in
Revelstoke to donate the caboose if
the Village would pay the costs of
transporting it. Council thought it was

a great idea, but was unwilling to take
on the project itself, or to use taxpayers’
money.
C o u n c i l l o r To m Z e l e z n i k
volunteered to facilitate the public
meeting. He has also joined the project,
but as an individual, not as a councillor.
Of the 25 people who showed up,
there were representatives from the
Arrow Lakes Historical Society and the
Chamber of Commerce, and there was
a suggestion the caboose could be used
as a Visitor Centre if it were big enough.
The Chamber later bowed out,

saying it couldn’t help at this time. The
Historical Society is unable to take on
the project, but as a registered charity
can act as an umbrella to access grant
money. It will help with the first part
of the project but won’t be able to
look after the caboose on an ongoing
basis. The committee will have to find
the funds for upkeep and maintenance.
Village Director of Recreation and
Parks Terry Welsh told the meeting the
caboose was in good shape. However,
local contractor Dave Madden said he
had seen the caboose, and it was rusty

and graffiti-covered. Fixing it up could
add to the estimated $20-$25,000 cost
of transport and preparing the site.
Possible locations suggested
included the old recycling area, on the
old track by the Kuskanax bridge, the
area across from the Esso, now used
for storage by Dennis O’Brien, on the
beach, or in the park.
“Everything is still up in the air,”
Zeleznik said later, “but Village-owned
land would be best.”

Nakusp committee explores bringing caboose to village

PHOTO CREDIT: LAUREN SCRAFFORD (RRPICTUREARCHIVES.NET)

by Katrine Campbell
• Council directed staff to establish
a working committee to handle the CP
Rail caboose donation after Director
of Recreation and Parks Terry Welsh
reported on a January 7 meeting to
gauge public interest in bringing the
caboose to the village. There was “an
excellent level” of participation, he
said, with up to 25 people interested in
the project. The caboose itself is being
donated, but the costs of transporting,
installing and renovating are estimated
to be up to $25,000. All costs would
be met through fundraising, not from
tax dollars. Councillor Tom Zeleznik
facilitated the meeting, but made it clear
that he is there as a volunteer, not as a
council liaison.
• Zeleznik asked about the status of
the biomass project. CAO Laurie Taylor
reported the Terms of Reference were
approved in August, the contract for
an economic analysis was awarded in
October, but there was a delay in getting
funding from Columbia Basin Trust and
signing the contract. That has been done,
and the analysis should be complete by
the end of March.
• Fire Chief Terry Warren gave
council his 2015 fire report. The Nakusp
volunteers handled 114 incidents, the
highest number ever. These included
one structure fire, one vehicle fire, five
cooking fires, four chimney fires, two
mill fires, 47 assorted other fires, one
HazMat incident, 27 motor vehicle
incidents, three ambulance assists, two
rescues, one flooded house, smoke
reports, bylaw infractions, and 13 false
alarms. The department continued its
regular training along with specialized
training in auto extrication, rope rescue,
first aid and electrical safety. A sprinkler
protection unit was bought, and “just
needs a few small items to complete unit
to a Type 3 classification.”
Warren added there were a number
of calls about fires burning during a
ban, which turned out to be propane
fireplaces. These are legal during a ban,
but flames should be no higher than
six inches; some of them were three
feet high.
• Director of Operations Warren
Leigh gave his report covering midNovember to mid-December. He noted
that addition to Public Works’ regular
maintenance and repair work, “every
single government [agency] we deal
with is asking for a report. Rachel
[George] is pretty busy dealing with
that.” The reports include Interior
Health’s annual water report, Columbia
Basin Trust’s annual date, the DO’s
annual report, sand and gravel reporting,
cemetery summaries, occupational
health and safety procedural reviews and
a garbage bag inventory. In addition, the
archive files are being reorganized and
indexed, and boxes of documents from
the Hot Springs have to be incorporated
into the archives.
• Nakusp and Area Community
Forest (NACFOR) has proposed using
its storage yard to process logs for
the Summit Lake Ski Hill expansion
project. Council received the CAO’s
report on the proposal and has asked
NACFOR to provide draft agreements
for Village staff to review, and copies
of its insurance policies showing the
Village is a named insured.

A committee has formed to bring this caboose to Nakusp as a heritage attraction, after CP Rail in Revelstoke offered it as a donation. The
committee is looking into funding avenues for the transport and maintenance of the caboose.

Stunning performance by Galena Trio in Nakusp
by Lori Benjamin
Let’s face it, chamber music isn’t
for everyone. But this was not your
average chamber music.
Sunday, January 10 Arrow Lakes
Arts Council presented a stunning
performance by the Galena Trio. The
Bonnington Arts Centre in Nakusp was
transformed into a magical venue as
the audience enjoyed an extraordinary
concert by this talented group of
musicians.
Formed in the summer of 2011,
cellist Johanne Perron, clarinetist Nicola
Everton and pianist Susanne Ruberg
Gordon delivered personality plus with
an entertaining performance combining
passion, concentration and humour. The
visuals of the trio are as pleasing as the
music itself, as the facial expressions
and postures of the attractive ensemble
contribute to the enchantment.
The first selection captivated the
audience with a flawless performance of
Felix Mendelssohn Bartholdy’s Concert
Piece No. 1 in F minor, Opus 113. This
composer was inspired by nature and
the music is redolent of the majesty
of lakes and mountains, wildlife, and
forests.
The next selection featured
Johannes Brahms Trio in A minor, Opus
114. Best known for his classic lullaby,
the performance exemplified the range

and grandeur that infuses the work of the
sadly underrated composer.
Intermission was followed by a
lively number by Croatian composer
Marko Tajcevic, Seven Baltic Dances.
Representing a mixture of cultures, the
delightful presentation had the audience
tapping toes and snapping fingers.
Pampeana #2 for cello and piano by
Alberto Ginastera delivered a haunting
and beautiful interlude, followed by the
dramatic finale performance of Nino
Rota’s Trio Movements 2 and 3, sending
the audience into a flurry of welldeserved applause and calls of “Brava!”
The Arrow Lakes Arts Council
thanks the artists, the audience, and all
the hard-working volunteers, including
Coordinator Marilyn Massey, who
also designed the programming; Rob
Plaskett, lights and technical; Gail Ponto,
door; Shannon Heppner, concession,
and especially the arts council members
who stepped up to help with front of
house, 50/50 tickets and raffle.
The next concert in the series
features ever popular Blackthorn, a
Celtic band celebrating the traditional
music of Scotland and Ireland as well
as folk music of England and French
Canada. Located at the Bonnington
on Saturday, March 5, this concert
invariably sells out. Tickets are available
at the Bon Marche/Dollar Store until 4

pm Saturday and then at the door. Show
starts at 7:30 pm.

FOUND. Walter is looking for his
family. He is an affectionate adult
neutered male. If you recognize
him please call PALS 250-265-3792.
PALS Annual General Meeting
February 3, 2016 at 7:00 p.m.
Selkirk College, Nakusp
WEEKLY SPONSOR:

Nakusp
(250) 265-3635 www.selkirkrealty.com

NAKUSP HOT
SPRINGS VALENTINE
DAY SPECIAL

FEBRUARY 14, 2016

Couples 2 for 1 Hot Springs Admission

Enter your sweetheart’s name
for our Door Prize:
One night stay at a front chalet
plus 2 adult day passes

Hours: 9:30 am to 9:30 pm
250-265-4528 or 1-866-999-4528
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The Whole brings delightful decadence to the Slocan Valley
submitted
Picture this: you, dressed in your
very best retro glad rags, sipping wine
or champagne, nibbling cheese, and
being served the most decadent – and
locally produced! – chocolate and other
desserts. There you are, in a totally
elegant setting, listening to some of the
best jazz the Kootenays have to offer.
All this will be yours this Valentine’s
Day at the Vallican Whole Community
Centre.
This is the first of three memorable
spring evenings, brought to you by the
Whole’s ‘Up Close & Intimate’ series
of exceptional performances.
February 14, get ready for a hot/
cool jazz trio consisting of vocalist
Sarah McGlynn, guitarist Rich Rabnett
and sax player Clinton Swanson,
presenting Love...and all that Jazz! The
Whole will be set up as a sophisticated
cabaret, and you will be waited on by

some of the most fetching, glam servers
you have ever seen. Wear your jazziest
outfit, and have your picture taken by
celebrity photographer Greg Nesteroff.
Whatever you love, whoever you love,
we can guarantee you will love this.
Doors open at 6 pm; performance
starts at 7.
• On April 2, you’ll be treated to
a rare performance of The Kootenay
Divas – six of our region’s finest female
vocalists, backed by six superlative
instrumentalists. The Divas have had
two sold-out shows at the Capitol
Theatre, and were a sensation at the
Kaslo Jazz Fest. As Jimi Holland,
recently retired executive director of
the Jazz Fest says, “By luck or design,
no matter how you shake it, a Kootenay
Divas performance is an experience that
comes along too seldom. Some of our
own homegrown artists that rival the
best – it just don’t get much better!”

Only at the Whole will you get to
experience them in this kind of intimate
setting.
• And finally, on April 23, the
Kootenays’ funniest man, Lucas
Myers, performs his new rollicking
extravaganza, Campground. If you’ve
seen Lucas before, you know you don’t
want to miss this, and if you have never
seen him, we can guarantee you will
love him!
Series tickets to all three
performances are $50. Join us in
making a new future at the newly
renovated Vallican Whole, located at
3762 Little Slocan S Road in Vallican.
Series tickets can be purchased on line

at www.VallicanWhole.com, leave us a
message at 250-226-7957 or message us

submitted
This year the annual ‘Day on the
Trail’ will take place on the Slocan
Valley Rail Trail on Sunday, January
31 from 10 am to 1 pm. The crew from
the Slocan Valley Heritage Trail Society
(SVHTS) will set up at the Winlaw
Station and Trailhead. The group will
host a ski waxing demo (even the newest
skis can benefit) as well as offer some
lessons in ski techniques that are sure
to improve your skiing enjoyment. If
conditions allow, a track will be set
up around the Winlaw School field for
some fun races and games.
Of course, everyone is invited to
come out for a self-directed ski on the
scenic Slocan Valley Rail Trail. Before
and after your ski, there’ll be a bonfire
as well as refreshments being offered
by trail supporters from Winlaw School.

It’ll be a great time to catch up on what’s
been happening on the Rail Trail, and
check out the new snowmobile and
groomer purchased last year with a
major infusion of support from the
Heritage Credit Union.
The Winlaw trailhead can be

submitted
The Slocan Valley Community
Legacy Society’s 2016 granting cycle
is now underway. This year, $12,000
will be distributed to a variety of
deserving groups in the Slocan Valley,
with a maximum of $4,000 per project.
Application forms and guidelines
can be found on the website at www.
slocanvalleylegacy.com.
“We are grateful once again for
the generous and ongoing support of
the Kootenay Savings Community
Foundation whose contributions help
make it possible for us to assist so
many organizations,” says secretary
Val Mayes. Kootenay Savings has been
providing annual contributions to the
community foundations in the area since
2009, and recently provided the Slocan
Valley fund with its 2015 contribution
of $6,775.

The Slocan Valley Legacy Fund is
dedicated to building a living legacy that
supports a resilient, vital, and healthy
community. The society is now in its fourth
year of providing grants, and has distributed
$28,000 so far. Successful applicants from
2013 to 2015 are listed on the website. “We

submitted
The Kootenay Gallery in Castlegar
is offering an opportunity to win a
three-night getaway for two to New
York City’s world-renowned Broadway
District in the heart of Manhattan. The
package includes a return flight from a
major Canadian city to New York, three
night’s stay in your choice of one of three

luxury hotels in Manhattan, your choice
of dinner for two at one of four fabulous
nearby restaurants and two tickets for a
current Broadway show.
The Gallery is limiting available
tickets to 125 so your chances of winning
are excellent. There is a cash prize
available as well.
Tickets are priced at $100 each and

on Facebook at www.Facebook.com/
TheWhole.

This could be you at the Vallican Whole!

A day on the Slocan Valley Rail Trail

reached from Highway 6 in the Slocan
Valley – watch for the large directional
signs on the highway. If you need more
information contact the SVHTS at
1-888-683-SVRT, on Facebook or on
the website www.slocanvalleyrailtrail.
ca.

This year the annual ‘Day on the Trail’ will take place on the Slocan Valley Rail Trail on Sunday,
January 31 from 10 am to 1 pm.

Building a living legacy through the SVCLS

aim to protect, promote and enhance the
natural environment, promote creativity
and innovation, and support collaboration
between organizations, says Mayes. “We
look forward to receiving this year’s
submissions.” The deadline is March
11, 2016.

SVCLS vice president Susie Hammond (left) and secretary Val Mayes (right) receive a $6,775 cheque from Sylvia
van’t Kruis (centre), assistant manager at Kootenay Savings Credit Union. The Kootenay Savings Community
Foundation has supported the eight Kootenay community foundations with a contribution every year since 2009.

Win a getaway to New York from Kootenay Gallery

Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription
Only $10-$30
Send Cheque or Money Order to:

The Valley Voice
Box 70 New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

are available at one of our community
sponsors, the Castlegar branch of
Heritage Credit Union, at the Kootenay
Gallery or from one of its directors.
By purchasing a ticket, you will be
supporting the gallery’s day-to-day
operations and upcoming relocation
project. Tickets can be purchased until
4 pm, April 26. The prize draws will
be held live on The Goat (99.3 FM) on
April 29.
For more information: www.
kootenaygallery.com. To inquire about
tickets, phone the gallery at 250-3653337 or email kootenaygallery@telus.
net. Don’t miss out on your chance to
experience the bright lights of Broadway.
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School District 10 announces results of trustee byelections
by Art Joyce
The ballots are in for School
District 10’s trustee byelections to
replace Pattie Adam and Rayn ButtGrau. Melissa Teindl neatly swept the
polls for the Central Zone (Nakusp)

11

With a daughter in secondary school
and a son in elementary school at
Lucerne, she is also a regular attender
of Parent Advisory Council (PAC)
meetings. She says she threw her hat
in the ring not out of any burning issues
but more because of her strong support
for the excellent programs offered at
Lucerne.
“As our family has come to
experience through child sponsorship,
a ‘free’ education is not something to
be taken for granted,” says Farrell.
“We are so fortunate to live in a
country with a taxpayer based public
education system, flawed though it
may be, where education is accessible
to all – not based on gender, societal
status or wealth.”
Farrell says her family has a
special interest in science and physical

education and is a big supporter
of these programs. The family
particularly appreciates Lucerne’s
outdoor education program. Regarding
the recent controversy over WiFi at
Lucerne, she feels the decision that
was reached was a good compromise
for students and families on both sides
of the issue.
Farrell grew up in a much larger
centre in southwestern Ontario, which
was a very different situation than
New Denver. “My experience is so
different than theirs, and we certainly
didn’t have the programs that our
school offers or even the opportunity
to participate if there were those
options. I remind my own two children
of that at times and encourage them
to participate in everything that they
can to not miss those opportunities. I

feel fortunate to be able to be a part of
this system now and feel that being a
school board trustee is a tremendous
opportunity. I look forward to the
challenge.”

Melissa Teindl

seat, with 139 votes to 63 for Denise
Perry and 32 for Guy Duchaine. She
replaces Pattie Adam, who resigned
due to failing health after 13 years on
the SD10 board of education, 11 of
them as chair.
New Denver’s Rhonda Farrell
was the only contender for the Eastern
Zone (New Denver/ Silverton area)
seat vacated by Rayn Butt-Grau,
who resigned for personal reasons on
December 1 after a year in office.
Farrell is “a great believer and
true supporter of the public education
system.” She’s a long-time veteran
with New Denver area non-profit
groups, having served on the boards
of the Sandon Historical Society,
North Slocan TV Society, Slocan Lake
Early Learning Society, and the Slocan
Valley Cycling Club (now defunct).

submitted
Columbia Basin Trust has
announced a new granting program
that will provide financial help to
groups and organizations wishing to
construct new recreation infrastructure
or upgrade existing infrastructure.
Recreation Infrastructure Grants will
offer $3 million per year over the next
three years.
The grants will help fund
improvements to structures and spaces
like backcountry trail networks,

swimming pools, ice rinks, curling
arenas, sports fields and parks,
encouraging Basin residents to live more
active, healthy lifestyles and supporting
recreation tourism in the region. Groups
can receive up to 70 percent of project
costs, to a maximum of $500,000 (there
is no minimum).
“Residents have told us that
recreation and physical activity are
important to them both in terms of
lifestyle and health,” said Neil Muth,
Trust President and Chief Executive

Officer. “We’re pleased we can quickly
address their needs and wishes by acting
on this priority. Substantial support like
this will help create significant benefits
in communities.”
While the Trust has always supported
these kinds of projects, the new grants
will allow it to do so on a larger scale
in a relatively short time period. The

program is the result of considerable
public consultation, during which the
Trust learned about the importance of
recreation and physical activity, and
committed to increasing opportunities in
this area. Read more about this priority
and others in the Trust’s Columbia Basin
Management Plan at cbt.org/cbmp.
To apply, proponents should contact

Rick Allen, Manager, Special Initiatives,
to discuss their project at 1-800-5058998 or grants@cbt.org. If eligible,
proponents will then be emailed an
application form. To be considered for
the first intake, application forms must
be submitted by March 14. There will
be another intake in July. Learn more at
cbt.org/recreationgrantsapply.

submitted
Federated Co-operatives will
improve even more places people meet,
play, learn and share by giving up to $1.5
million to local organizations, up from
$1 million last year. Co-op Community
Spaces was launched in 2015 to help
protect, beautify and improve spaces in
communities across Western Canada. In
its inaugural year, the program funded 16
projects in British Columbia, Alberta,
Saskatchewan and Manitoba.
“From creek rehabilitation to
gardens to play spaces for toddlers, the
projects selected for funding last year
showcased the innovation and dedication
of local community groups,” said Trevor
Carlson, Director of Sustainability. “All
community spaces are unique, but are
similar in their ability to create a healthy
and vibrant culture that brings people
together. Investing in these spaces and
our communities is how we give back.”
To qualify, organizations must
be a registered non-profit, registered
charity or community service cooperative. Administered by Federated
Co-operatives Limited (FCL) on behalf
of the Co-operative Retailing System
(CRS), Co-op Community Spaces will

provide donations between $25,000
and $100,000 to recipients. Because of
the increased funding, the program will
support up to 60 community projects
in 2016.
Funding is available to projects in
three categories: Recreation: enhancing
recreation opportunities such as
recreation centres and playgrounds;
Environmental conservation: preserving
natural spaces such as green spaces,
parks and interpretive centres; and Urban
agriculture: supporting small-scale
agricultural initiatives in rural and urban
spaces such as community gardens and
food education facilities.
Applications will be accepted until
February 12. For more details about
this year’s program – and to see last
year’s recipients at work – go to www.
communityspaces.ca.

CBT announces new Recreation Infrastructure program

New funding, deadline for Co-op
Community Spaces
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West Kootenay seniors transportation coordinator hired
had to put up their houses for sale to
move to a city because they didn’t
feel their transportation needs would
be met.”
Burgess will also be working with
the BC Drive Able program, doing
assessments for people who have had
their driver’s licenses taken away due
to aging or health issues. Her goal
is to be proactive, so that driver’s
licenses aren’t just taken away with
no other options left for transport. Her
position could also involve making
submissions or recommendations to
BC Transit and the Regional District.
Dealing with clients is one thing, she
says, but addressing the systemic
issues is essential.
“Transit being provincially based,
cities are moving large amounts of
people short distances,” she explains.
“Those of us in rural areas are dealing
with a system that doesn’t pay for
itself by fares; it has to be subsidized
to make it available to a larger group
of people. It’s important that the
services we do have are used and
supported.”
Burgess is scheduling a day per
week for travel in the West Kootenay
region, including the Slocan Valley
and Arrow Lakes, to consult with
people facing transportation issues. At
present, Friday will be her travel day,
but she’s willing to be flexible to meet
clients’ needs. Judging by the packed
house at the grand opening of the
Nelson AFC office, this is a service
whose time has clearly arrived.
“I am a lover of rural communities
and if we can’t get these systems in
place, people are going to feel they
have to move into urban centres.
With the baby boomers coming up,
we need to make sure these services
are there so we can keep our rural
communities vibrant and multigenerational.”
The Moving Together project,
including the West Kootenay Seniors
Transportation Coordinator, is
made possible with funding from

Local Government Act
Section 76

SCHOOL DISTRICT 10 (ARROW LAKES)

DECLARATION OF ELECTION
BY ACCLAMATION
I, Rhonda Bouillet, Chief Election Officer for the School District
10 (Arrow Lakes), do hereby declare, pursuant to Section 76 of
the Local Government Act, the following candidate for school
trustee elected by acclamation:
Eastern Attendance Zone
FARRELL, Rhonda
Given under my hand at Nakusp, British Columbia, this 25th
day of January, 2016.
Rhonda Bouillet
Chief Election Officer

Osprey Community Foundation,
Vancouver Foundation, Columbia
Basin Trust and the West Kootenay
Transit Committee, as well as
RDCK Areas E and H, and the BC
Association of Community Response
Networks. Other vital supporters

of the program include the City of
Nelson, West Kootenay Regional
Transit, West Kootenay Volunteer
Driver Program, Regional District of
Central Kootenay, Kootenay Driver
Fitness (Summit Psychology), North
Kootenay Lake Community Services,

Connected Communities, Interior
Health, Kootenay Carshare, and
Kootenay Rideshare as well as seniors
branches from around the region.
For a consultation regarding
travel needs, call Burgess at 250-3522708 or on her cell, 250-551-6950.

by Art Joyce
Thirteen-year-old Kolibri
Drobish, better known as Brie to
her friends in the New Denver/ Hills
area, has been selected to compete in
the cross-country ski events for this
year’s BC Winter Games. The event
will be held in Penticton, February
25-28.
Brie won the qualifying race in
Revelstoke for the entire Okanagan
district, including competitors
from Kelowna, Penticton, Vernon,
Salmon Arm and Revelstoke. She
anticipates competing in three crosscountry events at the Games – sprint,
long-distance and skating.
Born in May 2002, Brie is the
youngest in her competition class;
the BC Winter Games ‘window’ for
youth competition allows those born
in 2001 and 2002, or 13 and 14 years
old, to compete. The games are held
every other year so she’s thrilled
to have qualified, as otherwise
she wouldn’t have fit that narrow
window of opportunity. After that,
athletes seeking career development
must strive to compete in the
nationals, Western competition, the
World Juniors and of course, the five
golden rings – the Olympics.
“You only have one chance so
I’m really happy I made it,” she says.
“I have friends from all over BC,
Alberta and Washington competing.
I’ll see most of them at the Winter
Games.”
Brie won her first race in

Montana when she was two years
old, and has been on skis ever since.
While living in Hills she’s been able
to train on the rail trail as well as the
new trail along Highway 6. This year,
she is living in Revelstoke so she can
train with the ski team there. Her
current training regime is intense;
she spends three days a week after
school at the Mt. McPherson track
just 10 minutes south of Revelstoke.
If there are no races on weekends,
she also practices Saturdays and
Sundays. During winter months, that
means either using the three lighted
tracks at McPherson or wearing a
headlamp. Then during the summer
months, she trains with roller skis,
running and road cycling.
“It’s all up to you, it’s your own
strength,” she says. “I think it’s

really cool that it’s a challenge and
it’s always going to be a challenge.
It’s harder if you start later, because
others have had that much more
time to get started. I think it’s really
beneficial starting at a young age.”
Parents Kip and Marcy are
excited for their daughter, but it’s
meant some lifestyle adjustments to
make the training regime work. They
maintain their home and acreage
in Hills but now live part-time in
Revelstoke so Brie can train with the
ski team there. “Kip and I are run a
little ragged coordinating between
Revelstoke and Hills,” says Marcy,
“but Kolibri loves it; she’s thriving.
Brie skied for Revelstoke in Nelson
the other weekend and there were
five people from the Valhalla/ Hills
club competing.”

Local girl selected to compete in BC Winter Games

PHOTO CREDIT: PETER COLLINS

by Art Joyce
Not many of us consider the
possibility that as we get older we
might one day have to give up our
driver’s license. And if we’re living
on a rural acreage poorly served by
transit, that can mean a serious impact
on our quality of life, our ability to
get medical services, even our ability
to stay in our homes. At an open
house hosted by Nelson CARES on
January 19, a solution to this problem
was presented – the hiring of West
Kootenay Seniors Transportation
Coordinator Dana Burgess. Her
position is part of the Age Friendly
Community Initiative’s Moving
Together Project whose aim is to
address the challenges that seniors
face accessing transportation services
in the West Kootenay. Burgess also
covers the Interior Health district for
the region.
“I just spoke to someone who
lives in Rossland and has a doctor’s
appointment in Nelson but doesn’t
drive,” she says. “So for that person,
I was able to organize a ride through
Nelson Ride Share. I can also
organize transit routes for them to
get where they need to go. There’s
lots of little bits that play into this;
there’s transit, HandyDart, taxis, Ride
Share, and even some of the churches
have carpools.”
As part of the Age Friendly
Community Initiative (AFC)
last year, Burgess completed a
survey of rural isolated seniors
to identify their needs. She found
that the loss of independence and
difficulty navigating West Kootenay
transportation options creates isolation
and prevents many seniors from
connecting socially and accessing
needed services. That survey led
directly to the creation of the Seniors
Transportation Coordinator position
to help fill that gap.
“The big one was that people
weren’t factoring in losing their
licenses in their future at all. Some

Hills resident Kolibri Drobish placed third in this race in Canmore on December 5. She
has qualified to compete in the BC Winter Games, where she’ll join other top skiers from
throughout the province for several days of exciting racing in Penticton in February.

New Denver council, January 12:
Village plans second round of fuel management
by Katrine Campbell
• Stephan Martineau of SIFCo (Slocan
Integral Forestry Co-operative) attended
as a delegation to talk to council about
applying for funding for a fuel management
prescription. The Village would provide
grant management for the money, which
would come from the provincial Strategic
Wildfire Prevention Initiative program.
The total budget is $15,000; the Village’s
share would be $3,500.
Martineau said there is a heavy ‘fuel
load’ in the Slocan Valley (i.e. ground
debris, small trees and bushes, dead
branches) and SIFCo is committed to
making the valley safer. It has already
completed fuel cleanups around Silverton,
Slocan and Winlaw.
In 2010, the co-op conducted
some initial fuel treatment activities on
public lands around the village as part
of an RDCK program. Now, it proposes
applying for funding to identify further
treatment areas and to develop fuel
management prescriptions.
High-risk areas around the village
include a strip on the east side of Hwy
6 south of the bridge, and a 23-hectare
area south of the village limits, as well
sections of land near Denver Siding, the
Galena Trail, and Bigelow Bay. If funding
is approved, once the prescription is

completed the cost to do the actual cleanup, which is all done by hand, would be
about $400,000.
Councillor Nadine Raynolds pointed
out the importance of communicating the
need for the project, because “people get
upset when trees are cut.” Martineau said
SIFCo will offer tours of the treated areas;
these have been successful in the past and
“in general people feel the post-treatment
experience of the forest is better.” SIFCo
will also post signs explaining what is
being done and why, and work with the
fire chief to help get the word out around
the village.
There is also an opportunity to teach
land owners how to protect their homes
and their investments in the land, he added.
• Columbia Basin Trust has increased
funding by 15 percent to the Community
Initiatives (CIP) and Affected Areas (AAP)
programs. New Denver’s share will go
from $31,500 to $36,225 annually under
the CIP.
• Councillor David Hodsall presented
the minutes for the November 19 meeting
of Recreation Commission #6. Dan Rixon
will replace Chad Stubbs as Silverton rep;
the commission wants to replace the old
swimming platform at Bigelow Bay; it
has a little over $4,000 in the credit union
account.

• Councillor Heather Fox reported
the Healthy Community Society has hired
a consultant; planning for the food hub
restaurant will start soon.
• Council will apply to federal wage
subsidy programs Canada Summer Jobs
and Young Canada Works for funding to
hire up to three summer students for the
Nikkei Internment Memorial Centre’s
2016 season. The programs could pay up
to 75 percent of the wages and employment
costs. The Village was successful in its
2015 applications, but had to return some
of the money as there were not enough
applicants for the jobs.
• The Corporate Officer was authorized
to sign management agreements with the
Silvery Slocan Historical Society for
the museum and with LACE for the
Bosun Hall, and to sign a Memorandum
of Understanding with the Slocan Lake
Garden Society for the Kohan Garden. All
are in effect from January 1 to December
31, 2016.
• Council agreed to a request from
LACE for an extension on its Bosun
Hall courtyard project, allowing $3,500
received from a CBT grant in 2014 to
stay in the group’s bank account. The
project has been delayed until the Village
completes an assessment on the hall’s
structural integrity.
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Nakusp Minor Hockey 2015-16
submitted by Crystal Volansky, president
The Initiation/Novice team is
where the fun starts. In this division, our
beginning hockey players have fun, learn
to skate, and develop a love the game. This
is hockey at it’s purest form.
Our Atoms team this year is small but
strong, currently sitting in second place in
the West Kootenay league behind Grand
Forks. The Atoms will attend the West
Kootenay Atoms B league playoffs at the
beginning of March in Trail.

The Peewee House team is currently
tied for third place in the West Kootenay
league with Castlegar and Nelson. The
team will attend the West Kootenay
Peewee House league playoffs at the end
of February in Boundary/Midway.
The Peewee Falcons are hosting a
home tournament January 29-31. The
team invites everyone down to the arena
to catch a game, have a rink burger, check
out the raffle table, and most importantly
to cheer them on.

Nakusp Minor Hockey teams (Atoms
and above) play in the West Kootenay
Minor Hockey League with teams from
Kaslo, Nelson, Castlegar, Trail, Grand
Forks, Boundary, Coeur d’Alene and
Spokane.
Nakusp Minor Hockey brought in
a skating coach two weekends ago with
funds raised from the annual Falcons Cup.
This was a great asset for our players and
our coaches. The Falcons Cup is an annual
men’s tournament open to past Nakusp

by Sarah Sinclair
Kaslo Minor Hockey Association
is thankful to all our coaches, parents,
players, volunteers and great community

supporters for their passion and
dedication to keeping the kids on the
ice. Special thanks to Settle Holdings
Ltd. for the generous donation of a set

of jerseys for our Bantam team. The kids
look great! Good luck to all teams as
they wrap up their regular league season
and head into playoffs.

by Blair Enns - founder of the Kaslo
Jamboree, Minor Hockey dad, coach,
player
Soccer doesn’t have it. Football
doesn’t have it. Baseball and basketball
can’t possibly have it. Even lacrosse
doesn’t have it.
While all sports have their smell – a
particular mix of equipment-borne sweat
that is specific to the sport’s endeavor
and environment – only hockey has
The Stink.
More sensation than odour, The
Stink is something that can only be born
in the alternating petri dishes of the rink
and the sealed, neglected hockey bag.
The Stink is distinct – it marks the sport
and the people who play it, and while
it is universal, each player has his or
her own variation, like a fingerprint or
a snowflake.
It would be easy enough to break
down the chemistry of The Stink as a
mix of sweat, snow, shower steam and
a bacterial action that is specific to the
rubberized nylon hockey bag, but that
would be like describing a fine wine
as grapes and yeast. There is more to
The Stink than its chemistry. It is the
olfactory manifestation of deep, elusive,
almost incomprehensible meaning.

Those who did not grow up with
The Stink and who first encounter it as
adults become preoccupied with it. It
is the obsession of the novice hockey
mom. To her it is an offensive, beguiling
thing that cannot be understood, can
never be mastered. She asks why it is.
She wonders how to live with it. She
seeks remedies for it that cannot be
found.
There are solutions for its cousins
The Rash and The Itch, but The Stink
is always there, and like the cockroach,
always will be. Chemists play with
active carbons, silver ions and other
molecular manipulations designed to eat
smells and defeat fungus, but The Stink
cannot be beaten, nor should it.
For those of us who play the
game, The Stink is not an offense to
be remediated. It is a badge. If national
anthems were smells, this would be ours.
You will leave here one day. Perhaps
you will even leave the game for a while.
That’s okay. Only on your return can you
come close to unraveling The Stink’s
encoded message. In that reflective,
wet and exhausted state of your first
game back, you will relish the nostalgia:
the familiar sights of smiling faces,
peeling paint and that cherished, decrepit

piece of a teammate’s equipment; the
sounds of joyful banter, set against the
cacophony of opening cans, as plays are
deconstructed through the revisionist
biases of the winners and losers.
Sights and sounds, however, have
nothing on olfactory memory. It is the
reactivated alchemy of The Stink that
will push you back further and reveal
deeper meaning. The Stink will recall
to you in an instant all of your victories
and virtues, your failures and failings,
your bonds and your battles, stretching
back almost to the beginning.
In that instant you will finally
understand: The Stink is the story of
your life, so far, told more succinctly
and completely than ever could be
done in words or pictures. It’s you, in
all your complexity and dysfunctional
uniqueness, explained in a flash,
delivered in a package that those who do
not play will only experience as a smell.
Let’s play some hockey.

Kaslo Minor Hockey President’s message
The Stink – a hockey tale

Congratulations to all the
players on a great
season. Enjoy
Hockey Week!
CONSTRUCTION
250-269-7280
Practice good sportsmanship in
both hockey and
life!

Midget House team. All teams play in the
West Kootenay League.
Colby Nishida and Ryan MacDonald
play for the Kootenay Ice Major Midget
team, playing in the BC Major Midget
League. Games times and standings can
be found on the BC Hockey Website at
www.bchockey.net/mml/
Hailey Herridge is playing on
for the Kootenay Wild Female Major
Midget team, playing in the BC Major
Midget Female League. Games times and
standings can be found on the BC Hockey
Website at bchockey.net/fmaaa/
Logan Hascarl is playing for the
Grand Forks Border Bruins (Junior B) of
the KIJHL league. www.borderbruins.ca
Greyson Reitmeier is playing for the
Flin Flon Bombers of the Saskatchewan
Junior Hockey League. www.bombers.ca.
For more information on West
Kootenay league standings, log into
www.wkmha.com. For more information
on Nakusp Minor Hockey, visit www.
nakuspminorhockey.com or our Facebook
page.

Minor Hockey teaches
important lessons in
sportsmanship and
teamwork

MEN with BROOMS
CHIMNEY SWEEPS
250-265-4134
Insurance Inspections & Installations of

Everyone loves
Minor Hockey!
Play Hard. Have Fun!

312 Broadway
Nakusp
250-265-1068

Celebrating all the
young athletes in
Nakusp & beyond.
Happy Minor Hockey
Week 2016

Crescent Bay
Construction Ltd.

Nakusp • 250-265-3747
cresbay@telus.net

Minor Hockey players, family members
of current Nakusp Minor Hockey players,
and current Nakusp Commercial and Old
Timers’ players. The Falcons Cup brings
together past Minor Hockey players ages
19 + to support the present and future of
Nakusp Minor Hockey for a fun filled
weekend of hockey each Christmas. Check
out the Falcons Cup Facebook page.
Several players from Nakusp and New
Denver are playing on teams outside of
Nakusp Minor Hockey.
Devon Coates, Wyatt Petterson and
Adam Volansky play for the Castlegar
Bantam Rebels. This team has players
from Nakusp, Kaslo, Nelson, and
Castlegar. They play in the West Kootenay
Rep League with Trail and Spokane, in
addition to playing exhibition games and
tournaments with other BC, Alberta and
Washington State teams.
Ben Gardner, Cole Lythgoe, Brayden
Reardon, and Alex Roberts play for the
Castlegar Midget House teams, while
Jackson Herridge, Brody Herridge, and
Anthony Maxinuk, play for a Nelson

Wood Burning Appliances
WETT Certified • WorkSafe BC
Bonded • Insured

Saddle Mountain
Medical Clinic
84 Broadway • Nakusp
250-265-3694
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416 Broadway • Nakusp • 250-265-3644

The lessons of sportsmanship and
teamwork last a lifetime.
Celebrating Minor Hockey Week 2016

Katrine Conroy, MLA
Kootenay West

1-888-755-0556 • katrine.conroy.mla@leg.bc.ca • www.katrineconroy.ca
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Kaslo Winterhawks Bantam House Front row: Callum McDougall, Jaden Smith, Harley Command, Sage Matthews, Aza Hofmann, Layla Tyers, Julian Enns.
Back row: Casey Jones, Josh Alaric, Brendan McIntyre, Jordy McKinney, Ember Hartland, Justin Anderson, Chad Jones.

KASLO
AUTOMOTIVE
400 4th St. • Kaslo • 353-2645

Hug a
Ref!

Kaslo Winterhawks Peewee Front row: Ahma Hofmann, Angus Johnson, Brett Carr, Alexander Shaw, Landon Young, Evan Steinmann, Gabriel Ziegler, Francisco Ziegler, Mica Hawes.
Back row: Andrew Pelletier, Zack Lamoureux, Chase McKinney, Colton Chymko, Colton Hawes, Nicholas Tait, Quinn McRae, Connor Robertson.

The Treehouse
250-353-2955

419 Front St. Kaslo

Willow Home Gallery
supports kids
having fun playing
hockey!
Willow Home Gallery
250-353-2257
Kaslo, BC

Thank You!
to all the parents,
coaches and kids
for keeping Minor
Hockey alive in our
community!

Kaslo Winterhawks Novice Front row: Lavina Toporowski, Luke Hromadnik, Joshua Stewart, Tristyn Kirlik, Skylet Lawless, Callum Lawless. Back row: Liam Patience, Tracy Remple, Glen Stewart, Julia Austin, Janet Pearson.

Congratulations to all the players,
and especially to the coaches
and parents who support
Minor Hockey. You always
win with teamwork!

The Natural Choice
More than just a Health Food Store

Proudly Supporting
Minor Hockey!
Every day is a good
day for hockey!

Kaslo Community
Pharmacy
403 Front St • 250-353-2224

Front Street
Market

411 Front St. • Kaslo
(250) 353-2331

The Village of
Kaslo celebrates
our young hockey
players during
Minor Hockey
Week

Play hard, play fair,
have fun!

422 Front Street • Kaslo, BC
250-353-2594
www.cornucopiakaslo.com

Salutes our National Winter
Sport during Minor Hockey
Week, 2016!
425 Front • Kaslo • 353-2436

Celebrating Minor Hockey Week, 2016!

We salute our minor hockey
players and all
the coaches,
officials and
fans who work
so hard to
support
them!

Woodbury
Resort

wishes all the
players and coaches
a Happy Minor
Hockey Week!

Woodbury • 250-353-7717

Eric’s
Meat
Market

Kaslo Mohawk
250-353-2205
405-4th St. • Kaslo

Kaslo Building
Supply
6521-Hwy 31, Kaslo • 250-353-7628
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Play hard.
Have fun.
Drink water!
Nakusp Falcons Peewee Front row: Jake Flamand, Kyle MacDonald, Parker Coulthard, Lucas Robins, Michael Driedger. Missing: Head Coach Wayne Hascarl. Middle row: Maxwell Benson, Noah
Fizzard, Trinity Didier, Kyle Grenier (Assistant Coach), Ewen Carter, Issac Flamand, Aidan Hascarl. Back row: Hunter Guidon, Darian Smith, Kimberly Roberts, Avery Coulthard, Bailey Wallace.

Nakusp Falcons Atoms Front row: Maddex Sanders, Jason Friedenberger, Jordis Smith, Quinn Scambler, Tegan Abbott, Addyson, Robins, Weston Coulthard. Back row: Mike Smith (Head Coach),
Thomas Steenhoff, Dakoda Fizzard, Jake Bjarnason, Brody Wanstall, Wayne Abbott (Assistant Coach).

Hockey helps kids
to score life’s
big goals!

Pacific Inland Pole &
Piling Co. 2004 Ltd.

Play for the love of the game!
Nakusp Falcons Novice Front row: Kurtis Steenhoff, Timothy Roberts, Tatum Dieterman, Aron Herder, Noah Wethal, Gavin Chetwynd, Fisher
Vibe-Coleman, Raiya Abbott, Rowan Vibe-Coleman. Middle row: Ethan Suhr, Jonah Fizzard, Nate Volansky, Gage Mark, Gavin Mark, Thomas
Chetwynd, Kaden Wanstall, Cole Hashimoto. Back row: Kimberly Roberts, Hans Suhr (Coach), Zac Wethal (Coach), Alex Roberts (On-Ice
Helper). Missing: Iane Rogers, Alivia Gustafson, Keith Steenhoff (Assistant Coach), Eric Viera (On-Ice Helper).

Hockey
builds
character!

The door to success is often
locked.
One of the keys to that lock is
teamwork, on the ice and off.
Best wishes to all our great
local teams for Minor
Hockey Week.

RHC Insurance Brokers
401-6th Ave
New Denver, BC

250-358-2617

Hockey helps
kids learn
teamwork

Minor Hockey Week
Celebrates our young
players!
Paul Peterson,
RDCK director, Arrow Lakes

Minor Hockey builds
character!

Play Hard, Play Fair,
Have Fun!
Enjoy Minor Hockey Week

Box Lake Lumber
411 Hall Street • Nelson, BC
250-352-6261

Nakusp • 265-4767

Celebrating the young
athletes in our community!
Minor Hockey Week, 2016

510 Broadway, Nakusp, BC
250-265-3662
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Award
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza.
250-353-2282.
REWARD – FOR INFORMATION
regarding who caused the damage to my car
at Mount Sentinel School on the evening of
November 18. All windows were broken on
my Buick LeSabre. All calls confidential.
Call or email Debbie Bayoff 250-365-4644
bounty@netidea.com
CALL FOR ARTISTS & VENUES for
ALFA Guild Art Walk 2016. Hard copy can
be submitted to ALFA Art Walk, c/o Selkirk
College, Box 720, Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0 or
online at alfaguildgallery@gmail.com. For
more information, contact 250-265-4996.
Deadline February 15, 2016, 4 pm.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

THINKING OF STARTING, buying or
expanding your own business? If so, call
Community Futures offers business loans,
counseling & training; and delivers the
Self Employment program in the Arrow
& Slocan Lakes area. For more info leave
a message at 265-3674 ext. 201 or email
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

HAVE YOU ALWAYS DREAMED about
starting your own business? If so, call
Community Futures to learn about the free
Business Plan workshop open to anyone!
And if you’re eligible, you may also qualify
for the Self-Employment Program, where
you will receive ongoing business training
and coaching and usually financial support
while you start your business. To learn more
call 265-3674 ext. 201 or email Nakusp@
futures.bc.ca.

CARD OF THANKS

THANKS TO EVERYBODY who
supplied silent auction items and those who
ruthlessy outbid their competition during the
2015 Convergent Management Group Ltd.
Holiday Charity Event.
Convergent Management Group Ltd. is
a local consortium of logging, road building
and forestry contractors equally owned by
Reitmeier Logging, Galena Contractors
and True North Forestry Consulting. We
work together on local and regional forestry,
road construction and logging projects and
together we employ approximately 100
local people.
Thank you to the suppliers: BHEX

CLASSIFIED ADS

Contracting Ltd., Brandt Tractor, Convergent
Management Group Ltd./Alturus Equipment,
Crescent Bay Construction, Finning Tractor,
Galena Contractors Ltd., Hewat Repairs,
Horizon2Horizon Photography, Nakusp
Home Hardware, Inland Kenworth, Kal
Tire, Nakusp Mobile Mechanics, Reitmeier
Logging Ltd., Reitmeier Transport Ltd.,
Shaw’s Enterprises Ltd., True North Forestry
Consulting Ltd. and Woodland Equipment.
Thank you to the generous winning
bidders: Bernie Zeleznik, Brandon Fortune,
Coleman MacIntosh, Janet Boisvert, Jim
Heinrichs, Jodi McLean, Keith Gran,
Laureen James, Martin Tourand, Mod
McQuair, Rhoda Hascarl, Rick Reitmeier,
Rod Reitmeier, Ross and Annette Shkuratoff,
Savannah Farnell, Stu Williams, Sue
Groenhuysen, Tammy Hascarl and Terryn
Stenseth.
Together this year we raised $3,228 for
the Arrow Lakes Hospital Foundation, and a
good time was had by all. THANK YOU!

COMING EVENTS

SENIORS DROP-IN PROGRAM.
Every Tuesday and Thursday 10 am - 2
pm. Silverton Memorial Hall. Socializing,
Lunch, Workshops and Outings. Open to

all seniors in the area.
SLOCAN LEGION EVENTS Feb. to
June - mark your calendars! Feb. 20 Texas
Hold’em, Jan. 29 through to Feb. 26 Friday
Dance Nights, March 19 Vegas Night, Apr.
30 Texas Hold’em, May 8 Mother’s Day
Breakfast, June 11 Texas Hold’em, June 19
Community BBQ, June 25 Pig Roast. Find
us on facebook.com/slocanlegion for more
details or watch for posters. Thank you for
your participation! The Legion welcomes
members & guests.
KOOTENAY ORGANIC GROWERS
SOCIETY AGM: February 14 at 2 pm.
Tea & treats provided. 395 Baker St, Nelson
(by Hippersons).
BEGINNER iPAD WORKSHOPS
February 1: Getting to Know Your iPad;
February 22: Contacts and Calendars.
Passmore Lodge 10 am-noon. Bring your
iPad to this free series offered by the
Columbia Basin Alliance for Literacy. Call
Penny to sign up 250-226-7605.
BOOGIE NIGHT DINNER at The Cup
and Saucer! A delicious three course meal
awaits. Two settings, 5 pm and 6:30 pm.
Phone250-358-7271 for more details and
to reserve your table.
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INTRODUCTION TO BALLROOM/
Social Dance - Classes begin Thursday,
Feb. 11 in Silverton. Four 1.25-hour weekly
classes @ $50 per person. 6:30-7:45 Swing
8:00 - 9:15 Smooth. Take both classes
for $90 per person. All Ages: Singles &
Beginners welcome. Preregistration &
Prepayment required. franwallis@redmtn.
ca or 250-358-2448.
BOOGIE SPECIAL: Don’t drive home
after the Winter Blues Boogie, stay at The
Cottage in Hills. For the Boogie we are
waiving our three-night minimum, plus get
a late check-out Sunday so you can sleep in
after a night of wild Boogie abandon. The
peace and quiet should help you regain
your hearing. Reasonable off-season rate,
sleeps six / www.thecottageinhills.com /
250-358-2722
OPEN SEMINAR: Successful Business
Start-Ups Do’s and Don’ts. Prestige
Lakeside Resort & Convention Center.
February 20, 2016. Limited seating. Open
to all levels of business. All Interested
Parties Welcome, Tel 250-304-8243. Full
download registration and agenda package
available. www.mcleodseminars.com,
info@mcleodseminars.com.

Advertise in the

Valley Voice
It pays!!!

• Call 358-7218 for
details •

email:
valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

Your ad could
be here for only
$11.00 + GST

ENVIRONMENT
info

MASSAGE THERAPIES

Myofascial, Swedish, Lymphatic, Joint Play, Craniosacral,
Visceral, Somatoemotion, Chakras, Nutrition, etc.

– New Clients Welcome –

MTA rates (Low income consideration)
also MSP, WCB, ICBC & care plans

Garth R. Hunter, R.M.T.
250-358-2364 • Mobile

Dr. Michael Brennan • Chiropractor
Over 10 years experience
Appointments can be scheduled by contacting
his Nelson office at 250-352-5135

Dr. Brennan comes to New Denver and Nakusp every week:
Slocan Community Health Centre on Tuesday Afternoons;
Arrow Lakes Hospital on Wednesday.
Offering Chiropractic, Concussion Management, Cold Laser Therapy,
Custom Orthotics, Auto Injury Care and many more services.

www.activebalancechiro.ca

Open 1 pm to 4:30 pm Tues. to Sat.

Your ad could
be here for only
$11.00 + GST

January 27, 2016 The Valley Voice

INTERESTED IN BEING A HOSPICE
VOLUNTEER or refreshing your hospice
skill set? volunteer training starts march 2016.
this course is free and open to everyone in the
community. contact: newdenverhospice@
yahoo.ca or Julie Fry 358-2317.
DAY ON THE RAIL TRAIL - Sunday,
January 31 from 10 am to 1 pm. Meet at
Winlaw Station. Waxing demo, skiing tips,
refreshments, bonfire. Enjoy a great day on
the Slocan Valley Rail Trail. Need info?
1-888-683-SVRT.
TEXAS HOLD’EM TOURNAMENT
Saturday Feb. 20 6:30 pm sharp at Slocan
Valley Legion Hall, 502 Harold St., Slocan.
$30 Buy-in. Tickets at Mountain Valley
Station in Slocan or phone 250-355-2672
to reserve. BC Gaming rules will apply.
The Legion welcomes members & guests.
A WIDE SPOT in the Road returns to
Rory’s on Main on Sunday, February 6.
We’ll be exploring questions about control
and surrender. Music by Freya starts at
4:45, discussion at 5. Childcare, light supper
provided. More info: All welcome!

FOR RENT

LARGE 3 BEDROOM upper level
apartment in Silverton. Washer, Dryer.
$595/month plus utilities. No Smoking, No
Pets, References. 250-358-2293.
1 OR 2 BEDROOM HOUSE - 1 km north
of New Denver, easy access, $700 + utilities
available Feb. 1, Phone: 250 358 7767
WINTER RENTALS AVAILABLE at the
Mountain Cottage Getaway above Slocan
Lake. Guest House on 2 acres, weekly &
monthly discounts. Available for Winter
Blues Boogie weekend, local referrals
get 10% discount! 250-231-2174, www.
slocanlakemountaincottage.com.

FOR SALE

AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING
CONTAINERS 20 ft. and 40 ft. sizes.

Kootenay Containers. Sales & Rentals.
Castlegar. 250-365-3014.
120 GAL. DOUBLE WALL TIDY TANK
with electric pump and hose. $2000 OBO
Phone 250 358 7767

HEALTH

YOGA IN SILVERTON – THE INWARD
JOURNEY: Monday 9-10:30 am; Thursday
4-5 pm. Honour your body by reducing
stress, building strength, flexibility and
balance. Upper story of the fire hall in
Silverton. Only 5 minutes from New
Denver. Open to all levels. Come and share
mindfulness and the exultation of inner flow.
TRADITIONAL THAI MASSAGE with
Tyson - Special Intro offer: 2 hour Thai
massage for $50. Experience an ancient
physiotherapy method for body/mind
wellness. Available by appointment in the
Slocan Valley and Nelson. Tyson Bartel
250-226-6826 http://www.thaitouch.ca/

HELP WANTED

PART-TIME JANITOR NEEDED for the
120 year old historic Langham building in
Kaslo. Applicants should have some experience
cleaning ‘commercial’ or larger buildings/
spaces. Contract for $20 per hour for 2.5 hours
per week, with extra hours as needed for special
events/seasonal cleaning. Application deadline:
Tuesday February 16, 2016. Position begins
week of February 22. Email letters of interest
to langham@netidea.com Details Langham
Cultural Society 250-352-2661.
NEED EXPERIENCED PERSON with a
front loader who can help me process ore on
Silver Cup Mountain in BC, Canada. Please
contact: Chris Maruca @ 702-561-2807.
Email: Loans54321@gmail.com
LOOKING FOR A MINING
ENGINEER to become partners with me
on Silver Cup Mountain in BC, Canada.
All calls to Chris Maruca @702-561-2807
Email: Loans54321@gmail.com

CLASSIFIED ADS
LOST

MISSING: MY COAT – Women’s black
coat. Long, knee-length, lightweight, down
filled. Lost September 2015 at Kohan
Japanese Memorial Garden. Please email
spiritguide8@gmail.com.

NOTICES

FOR INFORMATION ON AA, NA,
OA, ACOA OR ALANON MEETINGS
contact in New Denver: 358-7904 or 3587158; Nakusp 265-4216; Kaslo 353-2658;
Slocan 355-2805; South Slocan 226-7705;
Playmor Junction 359-7310.
www.carpentercreeklastwishessociety.
ca provides information on preplanning
for death and advice for alternative funeral
arrangements. Ph: 250-358-2253.
NELSON & AREA ELDER ABUSE
PREVENTION Resource Centre: 250352-6008 preventeldRabuse@sbdemail.
com / www.nelsonelderabuseprevention.
org. Drop-in Wednesdays 12-2 pm, 719
Vernon Street, Nelson. Nelson and District
Seniors Coordinating Society.

PETS

PERSONALIZED DOG CARE –
WINLAW. Your dog’s home away from
home, no kennels, acres of fenced play area
and river swims. Call now to book your
dog’s vacation. 1-250-448-6553, www.
barknrollinn.com.
DOES YOUR DOG OR PUPPY frustrate
you? Would you like to have the dog of your
dreams? Would you like to confidently go
anywhere with your dog? We can help. Go
to www.proudofmydog.ca to find out how.

SERVICES

SAVE MONEY @ PETER’S WINDOWS
& DOORS with energy-efficient windows,
doors and siding by Gentek. We are the
exclusive dealer of long lasting, high
performing windows by Gentek. We also
have lots of wood and metal doors in stock.

Now selling Gentek siding. 1-250-399-0079.
GERRY CONWAY – Journeyman
carpenter/builder. 250-265-3163.

WANTED

SARAH, MARK, AND SEQUOIA
JEFFREYS are seeking a furnished
summer rental in the Slocan from the second
week of May through the second week of
August this summer. Ideally, we would like
to rent a place in New Denver or Silverton,
close to the lake, but as in past summers,
we are open to possibilities from Red Mtn
Rd up to Hills. Please contact us, by email
at markjeffreys@yahoo.com or by phone
at 801-910-1532, if you have or know of
an availability suitable for two adults and
a little girl. We look forward to being back!
I’M LOOKING FOR A RIDE from New
Denver to Vancouver and back some time
in Jan-Feb. Will share gas. Please call:
Andrew Rhodes 250-358-7985 or email
danceswithandy@gmail.com
WANTED – GOOD USED TREADMILL
or elliptical for disabled senior. Must be
reasonably priced. 250-358-7171.

SLOCAN VALLEY
RECREATION

Snowshoe Adventure Day-New Date:
Sat Feb 20, 9:00am-3:00pm, $110.
Rabi’a’s Studio.
Glass Mosaic: Sat Feb 20, 9:00am3:00pm, $110. Rabi’a’s Studio.
SWEFA (Standard and Workplace
Emergency First Aid): Sat/Sun, Feb
20/21, 8:30-4:30pm, $195, Crescent
Valley Hall.
Figure Studies: Wed’s, Feb 24-Apr 13,
7:00-9:30pm, $85, Slocan Park Hall.
Parents! Soccer Registration: Earlybird registration ends March 1. Final
registration date March 11.

226-0008
WWW.RDCK.BC.CA

17

Next Valley
Voice Deadline:
January 22,
2016

HAIR

AVA’S
Hair Studio
OPEN YEAR-ROUND

358-7769

Far right entrance of the Wild Rose Building in Rosebery

FLOWERS

Fresh Florist Arrangements
by Darlene
Green Acres Ventures
Weddings & Everyday Flowers

Delivery available 250-265-1379
email: greenacres@live.ca • www.greenacresnakusp.ca

Advertise in the
Valley Voice.
It pays!!!
Call 358-7218 for details
valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN

HARDWOOD FLOORS
WHOLESALE
• Registered Septic System
designer and installer •
• Ready Mix Concrete •
• Lock Blocks • Drain Rock •
• Road Crush • Sand & Gravel •
• Dump Trucks • Excavator •
• Crusher • Coloured Concrete •
• Site Preparation •
Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
Ph. 265-4615 • vieirac@telus.net

Safety, Service, Satisfaction
Installation and maintenance

jim@jemsgas.com
MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION
TimberFrame Homes
Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall
Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding
Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales
dave@maddentimber.com

250 265 1807

HALL LUMBER
& BUILDING SUPPLIES
Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat
10 am to 5 pm
PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd.
Edgewood, BC

Your ad could
be here for only
$11.00 + GST

LARRY’S Lawn & Yard Service
• Lawn care • Fall clean-up & removal
• Pruning • Odd jobs • Snow removal

Call Larry “the lawn guy”
250-265-7281 • 250-358-7772

Serving Silverton to Nakusp & all points in between.

1730 Hwy 3, Selkirk Spring Building
dan@canadiangardensupply.com

Alex Joseph
250-358-7721

CONSTRUCTION
FOUNDATIONS • ROOFING • RENOVATIONS

Specializing in Timber Framing
Cell: 250-265-8503 Home: 250-269-7280

mobile

(250) 551-TIME (8463)

BONDED Journeyman carpenter • Licenced (Canadian)
Sub-contractor • Licenced (US) Contractor.

www.manciaconstruction.ca

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

Tyler Paynton • 250.777.3654 • silvridgeearthsnow@hotmail.com

Castlegar
250-304-2911

Electrical Contracting Ltd

Leaf Cabinetry

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Indoor Garden
Supplies

Wired by Alex

Crescent Bay
Construction Ltd.
Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431
• Email cresbay@telus.net

100% CANADIAN PREF. ALUM-OXIDE. ROAKMAPLE BISTRO/TAVERN 3 1/4” X 3/4” - $4.39/SF
– MILL RUN $85 Sel BETTER. NORTH PLANK.
RL. UP TO 7’ $5.49/SF PLT. – ENG IMPORT
FROM $3.99/SF PLT. CORK 50+ CHOICES
FROM $2.59 SF PLT. GLUE DOWN – BAMBOO,
SLATE FROM $3.99/SF PLT – MOST IN STOCK
AT JUAN’S 1503 HWY 3A
THRUMS (CASTLEGAR) BC
250-399-6377 Mon-Sat 8:30 am - 5 pm

• Power Trowel • Concrete Finishing
• Concrete Stamping and Acid
Staining • Forming • Tile Setting
• Cultured & Natural Stone Installation
CREATIVE MASONRY SOLUTIONS
FOR YOUR HOME AND BUSINESS

Patrick Baird

250-354-8562

elementconcrete.ca

Residential & commercial
cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC

250.226.7441

www.leafcabinetry.com

MEN with BROOMS
CHIMNEY SWEEPS

250-265-4134

Insurance Inspections & Installations
of Wood Burning Appliances
WETT Certified • WorkSafe BC
Bonded • Insured

Jim Pownall
& Co.

LOG & TIMBER
FRAME HOMES
Crane Service

New Denver • BC
250-358-2566
jpownall@telus.net
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OBITUARY/COMMUNITY

OBITUARY

much and was so proud of. George had
many friends and enjoyed trap shooting,
fishing and bird hunting with his buddies.
Thank you for all of your kind words.
As an expression of sympathy donations
may be made to the Kootenay Lake Hospital
Foundation, 3 View Street, Nelson BC
V1L 2V1.
Megan Johnson of Thompson
Funeral Service has been entrusted with
the cremation arrangements. Online
condolences may be expressed at www.
thompsonfs.ca

GEORGE BEVAN
1931 - 2015
With great sadness George Fredrickson
Bevan left us December 26, 2015. He
leaves behind his wife Joan, sons William
(Sharon), Wallace (Candace), Sean,
daughters Judy (Graham) and Shannon
(Troy) as well as many grandchildren and
great grandchildren all who he loved so

WINTER HOURS
9 AM - 9 PM

The Valley Voice January 27, 2016

Canada Summer Jobs program will help bolster local economy
submitted
Kootenay-Columbia MP Wayne Stetski
is reminding eligible area employers and
organizations that the deadline for submitting
applications to Canada Summer Jobs 2016 (CSJ)
is February 26.
“This is a great opportunity for students to
gain experience in the workforce. Programs
like Canada Summer Jobs help bolster the local
economy,” said Stetski. “I encourage eligible
employers to apply for this funding and hire a
student for the summer.”
The CSJ initiative helps to create job
opportunities for students aged 15-30 in their
communities. Funding is provided to not-forprofit organizations, public sector employers,
and small businesses to assist with hiring students
who will be returning to full-time studies in the
next school year.
Assessment of the Kootenay-Columbia
applications are guided by local priorities,
employment factors within the constituency, onthe-job mentoring and career related experience,
provision of sufficient salary and other criteria.

This year, Canada Summer Jobs applications are
available online.
“One of my jobs as the Member of Parliament
is to ensure Kootenay-Columbia is not left in the
dark about various federal funding or assistance
that is available for the riding,” added Stetski. “I

will continue to work hard to bring your voice
to Ottawa and bring Ottawa back to the riding.”
For eligibility criteria and guidelines for
completing the application, please contact a
Service Canada Centre or refer to the website at
www.servicecanada.gc.ca/csj.

submitted
Teachers and school administrators
now have a new tool to help them
integrate Syrian and other refugees into
BC classrooms.
The Ministry of Education has
released Students from Refugee
Backgrounds - A Guide for Teachers
and Schools. Originally created in 2009,
the revised guide focuses on practical
ways that schools, parents and students
can help make newcomers feel welcome
and safe.
The school environment is an
important conduit for students and
their families as they adjust to their

new lives in BC. The ministry wants
to ensure communities welcoming the
newcomers have the information they
need to help refugees thrive in their new
surroundings.
Highlights in the guide include the
differences between immigrant and
refugee transition experiences and
insights into the potential psychological
effects for individuals who have
experienced violence. The guide also
gives school communities access to a
range of local, provincial and federal
supports for newcomers as they settle in.
The updated guide is available online:
http://goo.gl/OPhOUz.

Refugee guidebook for schools now online

Open Thurs - Sun

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

H. A. Benson Inc.

Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0
Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: howard@habenson.ca

Bikes, Skis,
Snowshoes
Sales and
Maintenance
Call Shon
250-265-3332

New Market Foods

shonsbs@gmail.com

518 6th Ave • New Denver

250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290
email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca
Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area.
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm

Certified by the Province of BC to test drinking water

HEALTH FOOD

Rutabagas
Whole Foods Market
New Denver, BC
316 Main Street
250-358-7900

Open Wednesday - Saturday
10:30 am - 4:30 pm
Closed Sunday - Tuesday
Main Street, New Denver

250-358-2178

ORGANIC PRODUCE • NATURAL
MEDICINES • VITAMINS • SUPPLEMENTS
AND MORE
Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30

Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

GIFTS
Kaslo Clothes Hanger

Support the Valley Voice with
a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30

COMMUNITY

January 27, 2016 The Valley Voice

19

Silverton council, January 12: Community Initiatives funding extensions granted
by Jan McMurray
• The Slocan Lake Gallery Society
was given an extension on Community
Initiatives funding until the renovation
of the gallery building goes ahead. A
decision has still not been made on
the Village’s Canada 150 Community
Infrastructure grant application for
the project. If the grant doesn’t come
through, the society would like to discuss
getting the work underway while they
apply for further funds. The society

has $70,000 for the project, and needs
approximately $100,000 to re-open the
building to the public.
• Council approved an extension
to last year’s Community Initiatives
funding to LACE for the Bosun Hall
courtyard project. The project has
been held up because the Village of
New Denver wants to complete an
assessment of the structural integrity
of the building. Councillor Bell, LACE
president, excused herself from the

meeting for this item.
• The Village received notice that the
Age Friendly 2016 project was approved
for $12,000.
• Council received the 2016
Community Initiatives Program call for
proposals. The deadline is February 29
at 4:30 pm.
• The Canada Summer Jobs
application period is January 4-February
26. This was referred to budget
discussions.

• Councillor Main reported on
the RDCK sustainability service,
which funds projects that further the
social, environmental and economic
sustainability of the RDCK. She said
regional agricultural economy and
food security issues would fall under
this service. A Sustainability Advisory
Committee will be appointed to make
recommendations to the board about
proposed projects, which will be
expected to have other funding sources,

submitted
To ensure BC’s future climate
actions reflect British Columbians’
values, Premier Christy Clark has invited
residents to tell government what they
would like to see in the new Climate
Leadership Plan, to be released later this
spring. The public engagement for the
plan launched on January 25 and will
run for 60 days.
Similar to the first public engagement
that ran last summer, this next round
will also be web-based. Sector-specific
industry consultations will also take
place, along with public polling by Ipsos

Reid.
Clark also announced she will
chair a new cabinet working group on
climate leadership “that will oversee
government’s climate actions and
policies, while considering current and
future provincial climate action goals.”
The working group will remain in
effect after the release of the plan later this
spring “to ensure [it] remains relevant and
effective in helping the Province achieve
its greenhouse-gas reduction goals.”
Last spring, Premier Clark appointed
the Climate Leadership Team, made
up of leaders from BC businesses,

communities, First Nations, academia
and the environmental sector, to
provide advice and recommendations to
government.
In the summer, the Province launched
the first round of consultation towards
a new plan, engaging with the public
and First Nations, as well as local
governments and organizations to
find out their climate action priorities.
Government also received more than 200
detailed written submissions and more
than 300 template letters.
This feedback helped the team as
they created their recommendations

for the new climate plan, which were
submitted in late November. The plan
will include new climate actions “to
drive down emissions while supporting
a growing economy.”
More details about the second round
of public consultation on BC’s Climate
Leadership Plan will be announced soon.
For more information on the development
of the plan to date, go to http://engage.
gov.bc.ca/climateleadership.

submitted
Alzheimer’s disease and other
dementias can leave family caregivers
in Nakusp feeling isolated. But they
need to know they’re not alone, says
Julie Leffelaar, the regional Support and
Education Co-ordinator for the Alzheimer
Society of BC for Nakusp and the West
Kootenay region.

“There are other people to share the
journey with you,” she says.
The society runs a monthly dementia
caregiver support group in Nakusp, for
residents who want to prepare themselves
with current information that will help
improve quality of life with the disease.
“It’s a safe environment where you
can learn, laugh and help each other

submitted
On January 14, the Nakusp RCMP
executed a search warrant for a stolen
vehicle in the Canyon Court trailer park.
The vehicle contained stolen parts, which
were identified with the assistance of
an ICBC special investigator. Although
police expect to lay charges in the near
future, no arrests have been made.
• A phone scam has been discovered
where fraudsters are able to change the

phone number on your call display. The
fraudsters impersonate police officers
and claim you are in trouble, then ask
for money to pay either an outstanding
fine or warrant.
The RCMP will never ask members
of the public for any money; outstanding
fines are generally dealt with at your local
ICBC or municipal government building.
Any suspicious calls should be reported
to the RCMP.

through mutual understanding.”
The group offers the chance to
exchange information and friendship
with others affected by dementia, access
the most current information, and learn
and share practical tips for coping with
change.
It meets on the last Wednesday of the
month from 1 to 2:30 pm.
For more information and for specific
location details, contact Julie Leffelaar at
1-855-301-6742.
More information on Alzheimer’s
disease is available at www.alzheimerbc.
org.

Province seeks input for next climate plan

as well. The Village of Silverton would
contribute $1,000 annually to the service.
Council agreed to join the service.
• Councillor Main did an interview
on Kootenay Co-op Radio’s Shift
Happens show about the Slocan Valley
Refugee Coalition. The podcast is
available at community-connect.ca.

WANTED
TO BUY:

CEDAR AND
PINE POLES
Brian Major
• 250-938-3900

Please contact:
Gormans Pole Division

250-547-9296

Support, information for families living with dementia

Nakusp RCMP report theft, fraud

FALL GRANTS

The Kootenay Savings Community Foundation has awarded a $1,400 grant to the Healthy Community
Society of the North Slocan Valley for its ‘Connecting Generations School Breakfast Program.’ Originally
started by KSCU New Denver staff, the breakfast program at Lucerne School just keeps getting more
popular and now feeds about 40 people every Friday morning. The program brings students, school
staff, parents, grandparents, and community elders together to enjoy breakfasts cooked with as much
locally produced food as possible. Pictured here are Joanne Cowan (New Denver KSCU manager),
Paula Shandro (Healthy Community Society), Jane Murphy (breakfast volunteer).

Madeleine Hardy, a grade one student from Winlaw
Elementary, got an introduction to skateboarding
at the Slocan After School Sports and Art Initiative
at WE Graham Community School. The after
school program is funded by the Province and
administered through DASH BC and WE Graham
Community Service Society. DASH is a non-profit
society that works to make school communities
across BC optimal places for health and learning.
The After School program is available free of cost
to students from Winlaw and Slocan ages five
to 14. Skateboarding is one of several sport and
art activities available. The initiative is helping
to reduce barriers to participation and provide
programming that meets the unique needs of
school communities. For more information, please
contact the co-ordinator at slocanassi@gmail.com.

SPONSORED BY REC. COMM. #4
NON-PROFIT GROUPS for Village
of Nakusp & Defined Area K
APPLICATIONS AVAILABLE AT:
Village of Nakusp Office or
email: muffinsbaked@hotmail.com
for applications or information
Deadline Extension – Applications Close

Monday, February 15, 2016

Grant Coordinator:
Sarah Sanders @
250-265-3413
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Wetlands restoration on Halleran property nears completion
January 24 at Meadow Creek Hall with
a tour guided by wetlands restoration
specialists Tom Biebighauser and Robin
Annschild.
“Terry had the right conditions on
his property,” said the BCWF’s Neil
Fletcher in an interview, “a wet field not
very good for agriculture, and he was
willing to have portions of it converted
for wildlife use. He also had species
already there that would take advantage
of the site. It’s unique for private land
in that there’s been little development
there as well.”
Working with assistance from
BCWF’s Wetlands Education Program,

Halleran has had excavators working to
create ten new wetlands conducive to
amphibian life, averaging 150 feet wide
by up to 300 feet long. The excavated soil
is then re-used on the part of the property
where grizzly bears live, as mounds for
planting vegetation screens near the
highway. To date, over 1,000 shrubs have
been planted, including a row of willows
along the creek providing more cover for
bear habitat.
“There’s a huge mortality for
amphibians from low water in the
summer months,” says Halleran. “And
I was trying to protect the grizzly bears
from the highway because we have a
lot of them here in the spring and fall.”
Halleran’s interest in conservation
stems from his involvement in the
production of the Westland Television
series that ran on Knowledge Network
from 1983 to 2009, exploring the concept
of sustainability before it became a
popular term. Upon retiring, Halleran
sold the series to the University of British
Columbia; it’s now available online and
is used as a teaching tool.
While it’s not uncommon for
restoration projects to occur on publicly
owned and managed land, private
land restoration is much less common,
says Fletcher. The BCWF Wetlands
Education Program has been around for
20 years now, and got a foothold in the
Slocan Valley in 2013 with a restoration
project on private land owned by Alex
Berland and Judi Morton. Upon hearing
of the Berland project, Halleran contacted
the BCWF. The Duncan-Lardeau
area is recognized as prime wetland
habitat area by the Fish and Wildlife
Compensation Program. A Nature Trust
property adjoins the Halleran property,
so wetlands restoration specialists Tom
Biebighauser and Robin Annschild were

able to do both at the same time, doubling
the area of wetlands restored—a rare
opportunity for biologists.
Fletcher says the BCWF has been
working on a stewardship agreement
for private landowners that is less
onerous than conservation covenants,
which tend to lock up land in perpetuity,
something many landowners aren’t
comfortable doing. The BCWF model
agreement seeks a minimum 10-year
commitment to habitat conservation
from landowners, but allows more
flexibility and negotiation than the
typical conservation covenant.
“It’s a challenge for some funders
to get their head around doing work on
private land,” explains Fletcher, “but
large swaths of restoration opportunities
are on private land. It’s becoming more
of a trend. What we’re looking for is
willing landowners who have the ideal
conditions for this type of work.”
Biebighauser, who has been doing
wetlands restoration work for 34 years,
says 6,400 acres of wetland were lost
when Duncan Lake was inundated for
the dam. At 10 hectares (about 24 acres),
the Halleran project makes a small but
significant dent in that historic loss.
Already since work was started last year,
wildlife has been moving in. Mallards,
Canada geese, and bald eagles are being
seen in increasing numbers, as well
as amphibian species like Columbia
spotted frogs and Pacific chorus frogs
(tree frog). He and Annschild also hope
to see long-toed salamanders when the
season is right for a proper inventory.
Western toads – a blue-listed ‘species of
concern’ – have also been seen breeding
in the new wetland. Annschild notes that

grizzlies are also a blue-listed species in
BC. Vegetation screens planted for bears
also provide bird habitat.
“The best part about amphibians
is that they control mosquitoes,” says
Biebighauser. “When we build a
wetland, dragonflies, water spiders and
salamanders move in and lay their eggs,
and all their larvae are mosquito eaters.
So you’ll find a healthy wetland will
actually reduce mosquitoes, contrary to
popular conception.”
The project will also restore habitat
for Trumpeter Swans; one of the pools
was designed with a long, open flight
path like a runway. Far more than merely
digging holes in the ground, the pools
must be varying depths to allow for dry
periods, says Annschild. Peninsulas,
islands, and mounds are added to provide
hiding places and logs as sunning places
for turtles.
Halleran would love to leave a
lasting legacy but feels that may be
beyond his control, although he is
considering conservation covenant
options. “I’d like it to be a legacy to
my family, but the truth of it is, when
people get to a certain age the only asset
they have is land, so often they end up
selling it and moving into a condo. Still,
it’s going to be nice to say, when we’re
done with this property, we’ve sustained
as much of the biodiversity as possible.”
The project is supported by funding
from FWCP, the Government of Canada
National Wetland Conservation Fund,
Wildlife Habitat Canada, and Columbia
Basin Trust. For more information about
private land restoration and stewardship
agreements contact Neil Fletcher at
wetlands@bcwf.bc.ca.
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by Art Joyce
Terry and Michele Halleran are
living on the Meadow Creek property
that Terry’s grandfather purchased last
century. Typical of early settlement,
the land was altered over the years to
suit agricultural development. But now
the Hallerans are working with the BC
Wildlife Federation and Fish and Wildlife
Compensation Program to restore the
land to its natural state as wetlands.
Begun last year, the transformation is
expected to be complete by this spring,
with a total of about 10 hectares of
wetlands restored. The BCWF hosted
a presentation/ open house Sunday,

Wetlands restored on Terry and Michele Halleran’s property in Meadow Creek this month. By
spring, there will be a total of 10 hectares of wetlands on the property.

Crystal on display at Rutabaga’s in New Denver

She might not have been there for the
building, but she was there for the
Grand Opening.

Happy Half Century,
Dora-Jean Hewat!

by Jan McMurray
Slocan Valley residents Harry and
Cecilia Berlow get a lot of joy from a
beautiful crystal that sits in their indoor
garden. They’ve decided to share that joy
by displaying the crystal at Rutabaga’s
Whole Foods in New Denver January
27-February 3.
“It’s a beauty,” says Harry. “It stands
about 16 inches tall and dominates the
room. I have never seen one like it
before.”
Harry says every time he sees it in
his house, he feels awe. “Nature did that
all on its own over a few million years
– it is just fascinating,” he said. “People
should share those kinds of things.”
Harry bought the crystal from a
geologist, who found it while mining in
Arkansas. The geologist was living in
Slocan Park when he sold it to Harry. He
had accepted a job in Chile, and couldn’t
take the crystal with him.

The Berlows help out at Rutabaga’s,
which is owned by their son and
daughter-in-law.

FortisBC rates rise

submitted
FortisBC has received regulatory
approval for a 2.96 percent increase
for electricity rates effective January
1, 2016. The rate increase works out to
approximately $3.81 per month for the
average residential electricity customer.
“We recognize the unique energy
needs of British Columbians and know
that decisions made today will have an
impact for decades to come,” the company
says. It invites customers to watch a
five-part video series about what it takes
to deliver their electricity, at fortisbc.
com/yourpower. For more information
on electricity rates, visit fortisbc.com/
electricityrates. Customers concerned
about their bill or looking for ways to save
energy, they can call 1-866-436-7847.

