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Federal prosecutor to take over Lemon Creek case
of an environmental catastrophe
happening in the valley and they’ll
agree it’s in the public interest to
proceed with charges.”
Andrew Gage, a lawyer with
West Coast Environmental Law, says
he too is encouraged by the public
prosecutor’s decision. Although
there’s no way of knowing what
will happen until the court date,
the new federal government has
been sending positive signals about
its intention to take a more firm
stance on environmental issues.
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau took
the unprecedented step of making
available to the public his ministerial
mandates for the various departments
as part of his stated commitment to
make government more transparent.
Environment and Climate Change
Minister Catherine McKenna,
for example, has been directed to
lead a national initiative to reduce
carbon initiatives and to put a price
on carbon. But given the Harper
government’s decade of gutting
environmental legislation, there’s
plenty to do. Both Burgoon and Gage
are encouraged by the Marine Harvest
fish farm case initiated by Alexandra
Morton, which was taken over and
successfully prosecuted by federal
prosecutor Gerhart.
“We’ve said for some time that
the ideal way forward is for the
federal government to take over this
case and carry it forward. It could be
good news or bad news. I think it is
hopeful in the sense that we have a
government that has indicated it will

take a more proactive environmental
approach,” said Burgoon
Burgoon has been supported in
her case by West Coast Environmental
Law (WCEL) and by a crowd-funding
campaign. “Without them I don’t
think I could have done this much,”
she says. “When you’re in competition
for fundraising with people who are
raising money for children with
leukemia and things like that, it’s hard.
If I could have raised enough money
through crowd-funding, I probably

would never have asked the federal
government to intervene, given the
risk they might drop it.”
And there’s still more the public
can do to ensure the Lemon Creek
prosecution proceeds, says Burgoon.
She asks that supporters visit the
WCEL website and sign the Defend
BC petition demanding that the
federal government pursue this case.
She’s also seeking the support of
newly elected South Okanagan-West
Kootenay MP Dick Cannings, a bird

biologist by profession.
“We’re just asking people to
follow up to say, now that you’re
intervening, please proceed with
charges to the full extent of the law.
Letters of support are helpful. Letters
and emails take very little time but are
effective in helping get justice; it does
push the process forward.”
For more information visit: http://
wcel.org/resources/environmentallaw-alert/demand-justice-lemoncreek

PHOTO CREDIT: ART JOYCE

by Art Joyce
The new year started off right
for Marilyn Burgoon, the Slocan
Valley citizen who launched a private
prosecution against Executive Flight
Centre and the Province of BC in the
Lemon Creek case. She received a fax
from federal prosecutor Todd Gerhart
stating that the Public Prosecutor’s
Office intends to “intervene to take
conduct of this prosecution,” and will
announce an early court date to that
end. Burgoon says January 25 was
proposed but has yet to be confirmed.
However, she says the decision could
be a “double-edged sword.”
“We know they’re going to
intervene but what we don’t know
is whether they’ll actually proceed
with prosecution or simply stay the
charges. Given the new government,
and the new Minister of Fisheries is a
First Nations person, Hunter Tootoo,
I’m hopeful. My legal adviser has
said there’s lots of public support for
this case.”
Burgoon is referring to lawyer
Lilina Lysenko, who has been her
legal counsel. Lysenko says that most
private prosecutions taken over by
the Public Prosecutor’s Office aren’t
environmental cases, since this is
typically a government responsibility.
“Most private prosecutions don’t
involve environmental offences. Most
of them are a little bit more personal,
so frequently the Crown will step in
and stay the charges because they
don’t perceive a public interest in
proceeding. We’re hoping this case
will be different because it’s the result

The fuel tanker that spilled 33,000 litres of jet fuel in Lemon Creek on July 26, 2013.
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Cultivating cannabis entrepreneurs: Women Grow launches Kootenay Region chapter
by Jan McMurray
The launch of the Kootenay Region
chapter of ‘Women Grow’ on January
7 at the Hume Hotel in Nelson was a
high point for the cannabis industry in
the Kootenays.
“Women Grow is here to connect,
educate, inspire and empower the
cannabis entrepreneurs of the Kootenay
region,” said Kaleigh Herald, chapter
chair, in her opening remarks at the

CHICKADEES COMMUNICATE
within the flock in highly complex ways using at least 13 distinct vocalizations of
varying lengths, frequency and pitch to
convey different types of information. One
alarm call, triggered specifically by the
threat of small hawks or owls, will also
be heeded by other small birds, such as
nuthatches and kinglets, that associate
with chickadee flocks.
slocanlakess.com

launch. “The cannabis prohibition is
ending on a national level and now is the
time for the cannabis community to unite
and help guide it in a direction we have
been fantasizing about for decades.”
Herald reported that since the
legalization of marijuana in the states
of Colorado and Washington about
one year ago, the cannabis industry
has become the fastest growing, most
profitable industry in those two states
in the last century, next to computers.
In Canada, the legal cannabis industry
is currently estimated to be worth $80
million to $100 million – and is expected
to grow to $5 billion with the upcoming
legalization of possession of recreational
marijuana promised by Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau.
Herald also spoke about “what really
started this industry and what forms
the passion and the industry viability
– the patients and the medicine.” As a
consultant at the Kootenays Medicine
Tree dispensary in Nelson, Herald says
she sees cannabis helping people every
day with all sorts of health issues, i.e.
cancer, epilepsy, multiple sclerosis,
Crohn’s, anxiety, Alzheimer’s, and
depression, with no negative side effects.
Herald explained that Women Grow
is a for-profit organization that began
in Denver, Colorado in 2014, during
Colorado’s first year of legalization.
Women Grow now has 33 chapters in
the US and three in Canada (Vancouver,
Toronto and the Kootenay Region).
The organization supports the success

of women in the cannabis industry
by hosting meetings, seminars and
networking events. Although the
organization focuses on supporting
women in the industry, men are always
welcome.
“The cannabis industry currently
has more female CEOs than any other
industry in America, ever,” said Herald.
“This is a modern industry, in a modern
world. Let’s build this empire on grounds
that are equally represented from all user
groups.”
The event featured four guest
speakers. The first was Jim Leslie of the
Kootenays Medicine Tree dispensary in
Nelson and Grand Forks, speaking about
the legal ‘grey area’ where cannabis often
seems to fall.
“The war on drugs is ridiculous,”
Leslie declared, speaking from his
experience as a border guard for ten years
prior to his career in the cannabis field.
“The only way ahead is to regulate all
drugs – to cut down on organized crime
and to benefit from the tax revenues.”
Although dispensaries are illegal,
and police have shut some down and
arrested the people involved (i.e. Holy
Smoke Culture Shop in Nelson), still
many are open. Leslie pointed out that
the City of Vancouver issues business
licences for dispensaries, going against
federal law. He is looking forward to the
industry “emerging from the grey” in
Canada under Justin Trudeau.
The second guest speaker was
Brynn Jones of JW Mariceuticals Inc.

in Kelowna. The company produces and
distributes food products and hair and
skin products made from the hemp plant,
which is rich in vitamins and minerals,
and contains all 20 essential fatty acids.
The products do not contain THC and
are completely legal.
Jones called hemp “an amazing
plant” that can also be used to make
plastics, fibre board, ‘hempcrete,’ textiles
and paper. He said the hemp plant was
“a great commodity” throughout history,
but started to be strictly regulated in the
early 1990s.
“With Trudeau’s election promises,
hemp has the opportunity to regain its
place in the world,” he said, painting a
picture of a sustainable, reliable, natural
green industry providing lots of jobs.
“It’s a shining beacon for change.”
Darrin Fiddler, also of JW
Mariceuticals, was the third speaker. An
activist who wants to change the world,
Fiddler said that hemp is the answer he’s
been looking for. “Hemp is more than
just a health food,” he said. It can replace
all petroleum products, and all the GMO
canola plants covering the Canadian
prairies. Paper, cardboard, clothing, and
even cars can be made from hemp, he
said. Fiddler thinks it is unwise to wait
and see what the new government comes
up with for legalization, and called for
people to be proactive. “We are the ones
responsible for making sure this goes in
the right direction,” he said. “Let’s talk
to our municipal councillors, MLAs,
MPs. We have to dispel the Reefer

Madness lies. We have the knowledge
and the power and we have to make the
best use of it.”
The final speaker, Jennifer Peel,
has applied for a licence under the
Marihuana for Medical Purposes
Regulations (MMPR) brought in by
the Harper government. She and her
husband began the application process
two years ago, and their application is
now in the final review stage. They have
built a 10,000-square-foot facility near
Salmo for the operation, called Plan C
Biopharmaceuticals. However, with the
new government’s plans for the MMPR
unknown, they are unsure of how their
business venture will turn out.
Passionate about economic
development, Peel says she embarked
on the MMPR journey because of the
employment potential for rural BC. “We
need a viable, long-lasting economy
and we can do that through medical
marijuana,” she said, and then added,
“Hemp is a whole other industry that will
create jobs that you wouldn’t imagine.”
Peel acknowledged that marijuana
has been an important – and illegal – part
of the regional economy for a long time,
and is looking forward to legalization.
A woman in the audience
commented, “If we can take out oil, we
can stop wars. Let’s not stop at medicine
and food. We need peace on earth. Let’s
re-evaluate everything.”
Women Grow will be hosting
monthly events. For more information,
email kootenay@womengrow.com.

CBT increases funding to
Community Initiatives and
Affected Areas programs

by Jan McMurray
The Columbia Basin Trust has
announced a 15 percent increase in
funding to the Community Initiatives
and Affected Areas grant programs.
For the next five years from 2016/17
to 2020/21, a total of $4.2 million
per year will be distributed among
Basin communities, up from $3.6
million per year.
These programs started in 1998,
and are the Trust’s longest-running
granting programs designed to
help address the needs of Basin
communities. The Trust distributes
funds to local government and
First Nation partners once a year,
and communities then use various
methods – from local council
decisions to votes from residents –
to decide which projects will receive
grants.
The Villages of Kaslo, New
Denver, Silverton, Slocan and
Salmo, which received $31,500 in
2015/16, will now receive $36,225.
The Village of Nakusp will now
receive a total of $120,015 ($108,239
in Affected Areas funding and
$25,197 in Community Initiatives
funding) up from $116,031.
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Area D’s new allocation is
$114,530 ($89,317 in Affected
Areas funding and $25,213 in
Community Initiatives funding), up
from $99,592.
Area H will now have $71,407
in Community Initiatives funding to
distribute, up from $62,093.
Area K’s allocation is $147,965
($118,205 in Affected Areas funding
and $29,760 in Community Initiatives
funding), up from $128,665.
All municipalities and areas
receive Community Initiatives
funding, while the communities and
areas around the Arrow, Kinbasket,
Duncan and Koocanusa reservoirs
that were most affected by the
construction of the Treaty dams also
receive Affected Areas funding. In
the RDCK, recipients of the Affected
Areas funding include the Village
of Nakusp, and Areas D (North
Kootenay Lake/Duncan reservoir),
J (Lower Arrow) and K (Upper
Arrow). Other Basin communities
that receive the Affected Areas
funding on top of the Community
Initiatives funding include the City
of Revelstoke ($404,269), the Town
of Golden ($325,562), the Village of
Valemount ($261,950), the Ktunaxa
Nation Council ($144,900), the
Shuswap Band ($36,225), and
certain communities in the Regional
Districts of East Kootenay and
Kootenay Boundary.
The new five-year commitment
totals over $21 million.

NEWS

January 13, 2016 The Valley Voice

3

Springer Creek Microhydro Feasibility Study released
by Barbara Curry Mulcahy
On December 14, Slocan council
voted to make public the Springer Creek
Micro Hydro Feasibility/Viability Study
written by Jack Allingham, a hydro
project consultant hired by the Village
of Slocan.
In the report, Allingham says the
Village “is close to making a decision”
about whether to go ahead with the
proposed Springer Creek microhydro
project.
“There are still unknowns at this
point that prevent a definite ‘go’ or ‘no
go’ decision,” said Mayor Jessica Lunn.
“Factors such as permitting, financing
and business development all play a role.
Each of these factors involve processes
that take time. If anything significant
happens to move us closer to a decision,
absolutely, we will communicate this
with the public. I have no doubt that there
will be many opportunities to engage
with the community as the project
evolves and progresses. In fact, it will be

critical to do so to ensure that we create
the best project possible.”
In his report, Allingham commended
the work of Mike Walsh of SNT
Engineering, the lead professional on
this project since its start. Allingham
said Walsh “has conducted business
in a professional, competent and costeffective manner and given the Village
of Slocan good value.” He also said
the current projected costs and revenue
seem realistic.
The project cost is now estimated
at $3,640,000, up from $3.1 million in
2014. Revenue is currently expected
to be $294,000, with operating costs
of $79,000, leaving $215,000 for debt
servicing and profit. Allingham called
the projected return on investment
“marginal” but said the Village believes
the project will provide a “range of
benefits for the community and… is
worthy of external funding. Sufficient
grant funding would make the project
viable.”

External funding of $1.6 million to
$2.5 million is essential, he said. Even
if the Village obtained $1.6 million in
grants, still the “economics are very
tight.” The Village would probably
have difficulty getting loans from the
private sector unless it obtains more than
$1.6 million in grants. Funding above
$1.6 million would allow a “financial
cushion.”
With $1.6 million in grants, the
net yearly revenue for the Village is
estimated at $98,000. With $2.5 million
in grants, the net yearly revenue is
estimated at $155,000.
Before making the decision on
whether or not to go ahead, the Village
must complete the water licence,
complete agreements with Fortis and BC
Hydro, and verify capital cost estimates.
Allingham says it could cost as much as
$100,000 for these essential tasks.
The water licence needs to be “in
place as soon as possible.” The license
has been held up because the Village is

by Jan McMurray
People from the Nakusp area go
to the polls this Saturday, January
16, to vote for a school trustee to
represent School District 10’s central
zone.
The polling station will be located
in the Nakusp Elementary School
gym and will be open 8 am to 8 pm.
Residents of the area from Summit
Lake to Nakusp to Arrow Park to
Galena Bay to Trout Lake are eligible
to vote.
Three candidates are running for
the seat: Guy Duchaine, Denise Perry,
and Melissa Teindl. We asked each of
them: why should people vote for you
on January 16?
Guy Duchaine: I have a lot
to bring to the table. At the school
district, the board sets the tone
and the guidelines, and makes sure
everything goes as planned, while
the superintendent does the dayto-day work. I have experience
sitting on boards and on the Village
council, and I’ve also worked as a
general manager, which is like the
superintendent’s job. As general
manager of VSA, I did the day-today work and realized how boards
can be restrictive although necessary.
Because of my experience on Village
council, I understand meeting
procedures and local government
protocols. Also, as “the new guy,”
I would bring a fresh perspective. I
would be quite an asset to the board.

Denise Perry: I’ve got 25+ years
in public education as a teacher,
principal, director of instruction, and
the last 10 years as superintendent,
and the last six as superintendent/
secretary-treasurer, so I know and
understand public education, in terms
of both education and operations
and systems. Sitting on the board of
education would be one way to still
be involved in public education and
give back to my communities. We
have great students and incredible
staff in SD10. I would be looking
forward to working with the students
and staff, and the home, the school
and the community. It takes all of
us focused on children to enhance
our educational opportunities. When
my daughter and I moved here, we
were committed to making this area
our home. We bought a home here
and this is where we want to be. My
daughter is in high school here. I am
now semi-retired, working part-time
providing consultant services to seven
school divisions in Alberta to assist
in implementing changes within the
Alberta public education system.
Melissa Teindl: This vote is
about our children, our youth, and
our future. If elected, I will work hard
to have my voice heard. I will work
hard to make sure that classrooms
are equipped with the best possible
resources to ensure that our children
have access to enriched learning
opportunities. I will work hard to

keep a family-friendly atmosphere
in our schools that strengthens our
community. I care about our children
and our community and I strongly
believe that they are our future. The
education they receive today will
help develop them as people, and
shape the world tomorrow. I want
to be a part of shaping tomorrow,
which is why I’m running for trustee.
I grew up in this school district, and
now with children of my own, I’ve
experienced our school system on
a personal level from both ends of
the spectrum: student and parent. If
elected, I will strive to help provide
the best education for our children.
I promise to work hard and bring a
fresh perspective to make our schools
as innovative and safe as possible.
I will listen to the community and
bring forth any concerns or issues our
students or teachers may be facing.

Nakusp area residents to vote in SD10 byelection, January 16
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still negotiating with the Province about
fish flows. The Village has proposed
that winter flows remaining in Springer
Creek be 10 percent of the MAD (Mean
Annual Discharge). The ministry is
suggesting this be increased to 20 percent
of the MAD – which would reduce the
project’s annual projected revenue by
$75,000.
A Fortis Interconnect Agreement
and BC Hydro Energy Purchase
Agreement also need to be completed.
Only BC Hydro can buy the power, so
Fortis will have to determine how much
it will cost to upgrade its equipment in
order to wheel the power over its lines
to the BC Hydro lines. This agreement
with Fortis will “establish the operating
parameters of the power house and the
power requirements as it enters the
BC Hydro grid.” Both the Village and
BC Hydro will need to be involved in
preparing the agreement with Fortis.
Allingham said the Village has
two choices in how to verify the cost
estimates for the project: “hiring a
different engineering firm [than Walsh’s
SNT Engineering] to confirm the current
cost estimate or using a project delivery
method that provides contractor’s costs
early in the design.”
Allingham recommended that
Village staff operate the microhydro
plant if the project goes ahead. He
suggested that the City of Nelson or
Fortis could be contracted to make

monthly visits for the first year and for
on-call maintenance and outage services.
Until the Village makes a decision,
Allingham said, “it makes sense to
continue actual water flow readings [on
Springer Creek] to give an additional
level of comfort that the hypothetical
flows continue to correlate to actual
flows.”
Allingham’s report concludes,
“Once the revenue stream, capital costs
and external funding are confirmed, the
Village can decide if its revenue goals
will be met and if the project is a Go.”
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Good news re:
Grohman

I would like to thank everyone who
spoke out against the so-called Grohman
Narrows Channel Improvement Project,
and put a stop to it. It’s the best news
I’ve heard this year. I was appalled at
the attitude of some of the BC Hydro
people who tried to push this through.
I’m elated!
Rod Retzlaff
Glade

Stop attacking
cottonwoods

Could we please stop attacking
cottonwoods? My garden’s littered with
fir boughs after every windstorm, and no
one complains.
Cottonwoods retain banks along the
shoreline. We have lost an entire bay at
the south end of Centennial Park since
natives – rosehips and cottonwoods
– have been removed. The creek path
has become dangerous to walk on
since recent logging, making the bird
count hazardous. The statement that
healthy cottonwoods are hazardous is
ridiculous, made by someone who makes
a living cutting down trees. Fox guarding
chickens?
Canada has lots of prairies – very
suitable habitat for people who don’t
like trees. Show respect for our beautiful
woodland, please.
Eleanor Quirk
New Denver

Urgent: Justice needed
for Lemon Creek

We urgently need your help to
remind Canada’s Justice Minister that
we need justice for Lemon Creek!
Within days, the government is expected
to announce whether it will pursue the
prosecution that I launched against
Executive Flight Centre and the Province
of BC for their alleged roles in the 2013
jet fuel spill into the pristine Lemon
Creek in the Slocan Valley. British
Columbians have already spoken up on
this issue, with thousands emailing the
federal government asking them to take
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over and pursue this prosecution.
Now, after a year of foot
dragging, federal lawyers from the
Public Prosecution Service of Canada
have written indicating that they will
“intervene in the case,” which will be a
first step in either taking the case forward
(yay!) or in dropping the charges (boo!).
Please take a minute to express your
hope that the federal government will
pursue justice for Lemon Creek and
take this case forward. You can email
the Canadian Attorney General, the
Honourable Jody Wilson-Raybould, at
mcu@justice.gc.ca (individual emails or
letters often have the biggest impact), or
you can use DefendBC.ca’s online form
to send an email. To use the online form,
go to http://defendbc.ca/demand-justicefor-lemon-creek/
Marilyn Burgoon
Perry Ridge

Simple negotiating tactics
needed in Canadian
climate strategy

Negotiations are difficult by nature.
Managing negotiations between 195
countries is nearly impossible. This was
the dilemma facing the negotiators of
the Paris climate summit. To solve it
they brought in a unique management
strategy.
The trick to getting through overcomplicated negotiations comes from
the Zulu people of South Africa, called
“induba.”
Instead of repeating stated positions,
each party is encouraged to speak
personally, and state the ‘red lines’
they are unwilling to cross. While
telling others their hard limits, they
must provide solutions to find common
grounds.
“Including everyone and allowing
even hostile countries to speak, achieved
a remarkable breakthrough,” writes The
Guardian. An historic first, the agreement
was adopted without objection.
As Ottawa now turns to reaching a
detailed national climate strategy with
the provinces by early March while
also moving toward a North American
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agreement, it would do well to utilize this
effective strategy that brought consensus
to vastly different nations. After all, we
may be a diverse population, but we are
one Canada.
Yvonne James
Nakusp

cases where the police themselves might
be complicit was a situation not in the
public interest. This is probably true,
but I also don’t think the glacial pace of
investigations by the IIO is the answer.
Jamie Barber
Silverton

In October of 2014, Peter de Groot
was fatally shot by police in Slocan. In
November of the same year, the RCMP
staged a public meeting to present their
side of the story. Only they didn’t. The
Province’s Independent Investigations
Office had been tasked with investigating
the actions that led up to the shooting.
They were to decide what the real story
was. The RCMP’s line was that they
couldn’t give out any information to the
public as the case was being investigated
by the IIO. When the investigation by
the IIO was complete, only then, was
the RCMP going to publicly comment.
So far, this is the story. It has now been
almost 500 days since the investigation
by the IIO was initiated. They claim
that the case has been about 60 percent
completed. At this rate, we can expect
the IIO to finish the investigation some
three years after they started. Only then
will we hear the police’s side of the
story. Somehow, it seems to me that the
public is being shortchanged with this
procedure. The provincial government
set up the IIO after many complaints
that police investigating police in serious

I do not claim to be an expert but
write in response to Max Yanke’s letter
entitled ‘Solar panels on schools a
greenwash.’ We installed our backyard
solar system (eight 300-watt panels) in
December 2014 and hooked into the
FortisBC grid on April 2, 2015. Between
December 2005 and December 2014
our household reduced off-the-grid
power consumption by approximately
47 percent through adoption of various
conservation measures.
In 2015, we further reduced our
off-the-grid power consumption from
6,216 kWh in 2006 to 1,865 kWh – a 70
percent reduction over the decade. This
increase from a 47 percent reduction in
2014 to 70 percent in 2015 was primarily
achieved by selling FortisBC 1,016 kWh
of solar produced power through their
net metering program. Further reducing
our household power consumption by
approximately 23 percent can hardly be
described as “greenwash.”
During our first June to August
billing period, we sold FortisBC back
the equivalent of 97.2 percent of what
we consumed from them, from August

Peter de Groot

Hats off to solar projects

to October 63.7 percent, and October
to December 20.8 percent. We were
away visiting our daughter in Prince
George December 21-30, and somewhat
surprisingly, to us, when we came
back FortisBC had sold us 12 kWh in
our absence and we had sold them the
same12 kWh of solar-produced power.
Net zero in the Kootenays during the
shortest days of the year – approximately
12 percent of our consumption when we
are home in the winter.
What the FortisBC and BC Hydro
net metering residential programs
allow their customers to do is offset
summer solar production against winter
consumption. And as for suggesting that
our hydro dams provide “clean green
water power,” let me state that flooding
the Arrow and Duncan Valleys and
further flooding the Peace by building
Site C is not an act of “greenness.” The
Columbia River was once the greatest
salmon-bearing river in North America,
but due to damming for hydro power,
it only carries 10 percent of the fish
capacity it once had. So hats off to
Lucerne School and Nelson Hydro for
undertaking generation of power on-site
through solar production. We need to
ramp up alternative energy production
not pooh pooh it, while at the same time
learning to reduce our overall energy
consumption as well.
Andy Shadrack
Kaslo
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Reversing our use
of fossil energy

About five years ago I came across
a site on YouTube about thorium. It was
talking about a thorium nuclear reactor
experiment in 1965 that was running for
about five years at Oakridge, Tennessee.
Then it was cancelled for political reasons.
Since then, I have been following
more sites on this subject. In the last two
months, they have been snowballing.
There are graduating nuclear science
students that are finding out about thorium
reactors now, after not hearing anything
about it in class. There is interest in
China, India, Norway and other countries.
China is spending $200 billion on nuclear
reactors, in general, and also starting a
thorium one.
The US Navy is working on using
nuclear power to generate fuel for their
aircrafts from sea water. They already
have the means to extract the carbon
dioxide and hydrogen. Evidently the
carbon dioxide can be extracted easier
from sea water than from air.
The main argument in favour
of all this is that the solar, wind, and
geothermal programs will take too long
and are expensive. Nuclear is more cost
effective. Thorium reactors, which operate
differently, are more efficient, safer, and
can also clean up and re-use the nuclear
wastes that are lying around.
It seems that nuclear science and
technology have come a long way to
where there is the possibility of actually
reversing our use of fossil energy.
There have been a number of
technological schemes for fixing our
carbon dioxide problem in the atmosphere.
They are downright scary but I have seen
one on YouTube that I might believe in:
‘BIOCHAR: The next stage in Climate
Action.’
Biochar and nuclear are both actions
that will call for a global response in order
to succeed.
My main skepticism is they will not
address the deeper underlying problem of
our population growth, which is crowding
out our biodiversity.
Frank Nixon
Winlaw

Wild Jumbo’s landscape
and nomenclature

Currently, there is a controversy
being passionately engaged in by various
writers of the English language on both
sides of the Atlantic over the influence
of dictionaries’ contents – specifically on
youth – or – is it that youth is influencing
the contents of new dictionaries? Simply
put, in order for new dictionaries to not
become too wordy, teams of editors decide
what old words need to be eliminated so
new words can be added – essentially wild
nature vs. technology.
The new Oxford Junior Dictionary
has eliminated these words (partial list):
acorn, ash, beech, bluebell, buttercup,
dandelion, fern, heron, ivy, kingfisher,
minnow, otter, pasture, raven, willow.
Familiar designations of digital life have
replaced them.
“People defend what they love,
and to defend what we love we need a

particularizing language, for we love what
we particularly know.” Wendell Berry. “A
vocabulary rich with subtle and variegated
distinctions found in flora, fauna and even
sensual properties of the natural world is
essential for our perception. When that is
lost, landscapes tend to be lost, too, flora
and fauna are diminished and endangered.
What was once beautiful is rendered
ugly. No one is inspired to wonder by
an environmental impact report.” Jack
Turner.
I/We love, and am inspired to wonder,
the entirety of the whole wild Jumbo
environs from: the various gleaming,
groaning glacial heights; down through
alpine bouquets; descending further
through the mixed forests habitats that
embrace all manner of mammals large and
small; bottoming out in the lush wetlands
habitat at the north end of Jumbo Valley.
Now moving south many tributaries
enliven the way contributing to the crystal
clear Jumbo Creek sweet water habitat.
We/I know many of these flora and fauna
by sight, sound, smell and name, who
are the beings that make up this thriving
viable ecosystem. And I/we thank them
for showing us how life works for them
in this beautifully balanced vital place they
call HOME.
All this, of course, before the vandal
hands of men, whose jackets read HIGH
COUNTRY PROPERTIES, deposited the
rude intrusions of the 2012 frantic attempts
at “development.”
At this point the nomenclature of
Jumbo’s wild nature still applies to all
but that extremely localized area. Yet if
Mr. Oberto Oberti and his developer types
get their way, the vocabulary for what we
now know as common identity names
for Jumbo’s wild entities will morph
surprisingly fast. Even name words as
common as snow algae and dandelion
may be missing after glaciers are salted for
skiers and herbicides are earnestly used,
as I witnessed at Whistler some years ago.
Rowena Eloise, Argenta
West Kootenay Coalition for
Jumbo Wild

Loud pipes save lives

I’m writing in response to Gloria
Lisgo, whose opinions are featured in the
Valley Voice newspaper. Ms. Lisgo began
a petition objecting to motorcycles with
loud pipes and obtained 4,300 signatures.
Of those signatures, 14 percent are from
tourists. I feel tourists have no standing
in this issue as they travel through the
Kootenays, do not live here, and therefore
are not affected.
Quoting one person’s comment to
the article: “Most bikers going down the
road have read articles in magazines such
as Cycle Canada. These people come
from all over and they aren’t going to
change their pipes for one road.” If a law
was created and enforced, the Kootenays
would lose a valuable asset. Motorcycle
enthusiasts would stop coming to the
Kootenays.
Ms Lisgo stated that “many
motorcyclists pass through without
stopping.” This is untrue, as many of
them enjoy stopping at the local coffee
shops, restaurants and pubs for a bite to
eat and a drink. They stop and fuel up
at the local gas stations. They stop at the

local shops and purchase souvenirs and
gifts for friends and family. They stay
at local motels and campgrounds. There
is no difference between the tourists
who drive through the Kootenays and
the motorcycle enthusiasts who ride
through the Kootenays. The Kootenays
are a favorite area to ride due to the twisty
corners, beautiful scenery and mainly
friendly people.
Ms. Lisgo was quoted in the Valley
Voice as saying, “Excessive noise can
affect physical, emotional and mental
health.” My question to her is why did she
purchase property close to the highway?
Did she not take into consideration the
traffic noise?
Traffic noise encompasses all
traffic, not just motorcycles. Semi trucks
and logging trucks can be quite loud
and annoying, especially when their
jake brakes are in use. Why single out
motorcycles? Why not make and enforce
a law against all vehicles with loud pipes?
To single out motorcycles is a form of
discrimination. Motorcycles have just as
much right to be on the roads as cars and
trucks both large and small. If you live
near a highway, you should be aware of all
traffic noise and if you are bothered by the
noise, find a solution that doesn’t include
limiting the sound made by the traffic.
I support loud pipes. I ride an
American-made motorcycle. My pipes
are loud and have a unique sound that
has saved me from being hit by a car that
was going to change lanes. The driver
didn’t see me as she didn’t shoulder check
before the lane change. I down shifted in
anticipation of her lane change, something
I was taught in my motorcycle safety
course. This burst of noise got the driver’s
attention and she pulled back into her lane
thus avoiding colliding with me and my
motorcycle.
Loud pipes do save lives. Motorcycles
are not as big as cars and trucks and can
be easily overlooked. The sound of their
pipes make vehicle drivers realize there is
a motorcycle around them. This makes it
safer for motorcycle enthusiasts.
Loud pipes save lives.
Ruth Meyers
Meadow Creek

Empowered by
power cut due to
smart meter refusal

There used to be a show called
‘Breaking Amish’ with Amish youth
heading to the big lights and fast pace
of the city. Our story is one more of
‘Breaking Into Amish’ and finding
simpler ways to live. People have been
asking us why.
We have recently found ourselves in
an unhealthy relationship with FortisBC.
When ending any type of abusive
relationship, a person may find themselves
having to make a decision born of either
faith or fear. Most times, these types
of relationships become about control.
The old saying ‘absolute power corrupts
absolutely’ comes to mind. We were
offered unsafe and unhealthy choices for
the delivery of an essential service. The
non-industry research and science is there
and we don’t need to defend it. While we

5

don’t wish to be without power in the
middle of winter and before Christmas,
we weren’t given any compromise for
the safe delivery of electricity.
We had requested that we be able to
read (at our expense) the RF-off meter of
a friend to see what type of radiation was
being emitted. We had been told that there
may be two chips transmitting and not just
the meter collection side that would be
turned off. We wanted to see for ourselves.
Unfortunately, our friends’ RF-off meter
hadn’t yet been installed and Fortis
rescinded their offer to allow us the time
to do that. We had requested a letter from
Fortis (to have in case of staff or company
changeover) stating they would never
turn this meter on. We didn’t feel that was
unreasonable. When we were told they
don’t do that, we had to question why.
We had requested a certified electrician
install the meter as it had been suggested
that may have been the cause of some of
the previous smart meter fires. That was
also not acceptable to them.
As it was not a customer request to
change out equipment that was running in
good order, it should not be the customer
that foots the bill. You wouldn’t go to a
restaurant after a renovation was done
and accept them tacking on drywall
and paint to your food bill. However,
the BCUC must also bear some of the
responsibility for this situation as they
allowed BC Hydro clients to keep their
analogue meters but Fortis customers
were not given that opportunity. The salt
to the wound was that we were told it
would take four to six weeks to receive
the credit that Fortis owes us.
It may sound ironic to say but we
have never felt more empowered by
having our power cut, because of our
refusal of a smart meter. While there
have been moments of frustration and
inconvenience, we are thankful for all
that our grandparents, parents and ‘Little
House on the Prairie’ taught us. We are
thankful to our friends and neighbours
and we have also realized why our
elders called them the ‘good old days.’
It is because the stillness has brought
more sweet moments than we ever could
have imagined.
Judy Lamb-Richardson
South Slocan

Recycling in
Kaslo and area

Well, I guess we now know that
recycling in Kaslo and area is all about
money and not to help the planet.
With no input from residents living
in Kaslo, or the rural area (I’ll hazard a
guess rural residents number about 500+,
and are never considered, except when
Kaslo needs more tax money), the Village
of Kaslo requested RDCK to move the
recycle bins to the dump. Why? Because
the Village is not generating enough
recyclable material to pay MMBC for the
curbside recycle service.
This to me sounds like we are
winning the war on packaging in Kaslo
and area. NOT enough garbage! We
should all be given a public award for
generating less garbage, not punished!
The Village of Kaslo surmises locals
are using the recycle bins rather than

waiting for the biweekly curbside pickup. Solution: move the bins to the dump,
lock them up behind a fence so they are
available only three days a week, five
hours a day (the third day being Sunday).
Force residents to use the curbside pickup. Wait a minute! Whoops! Businesses
are not allowed to use the curbside pickup.
Now businesses have to schedule and pay
someone to drive a truck from Kaslo to the
dump, break down all packaging into tiny
pieces so they will fit into the (locked bin)
slots. A one-hour job has now become
four hours ($$$).
Let’s not forget all the additional
greenhouse gases we are emitting driving
to the dump and back with this new
system. Helps keep the gas pumps going,
I suppose.
For those who do not know the
Kaslo area, the dump is open three days
a week, five hours a day, and is 3.5 km
outside of Kaslo on a road no better than
a skating rink in winter and a logging
road in summer with mud and pot holes
or horrendous dust.
I tried to do my part to recycle,
making my 10-km trip to Kaslo coincide
with grocery shopping, a stop at the
Village yard to dispose of my recyclables,
then shopping, then back home.
Recycling is a PITA! But, we do it
because it is good for the planet, thus,
good for us.
I believe since we are doing a
great job in producing less garbage
aka recyclables, the RDCK should be
looking at Kaslo as an example of what
is being done right. Alas, we are talking
government here, aren’t we? The RDCK
looks at a system that is working and,
like every arm of government, believes
they can improve on it. Yes, you got it,
and mess it up (just realized ‘mess’ is a
four-letter word).
The right thing for the RDCK to
have done is approach the Kaslo Village,
congratulate them on the reduction in
recyclable materials, and offer to make
up the difference to maintain a curbside
pick-up. This is a good thing!
The RDCK now needs to remove
those recycle bins from the dump,
reinstall ‘usable recycle-friendly’ bins
back into Kaslo, admit not all experiments
work, and leave what works alone.
Isn’t that what the recent Paris
Environment Pact was all about?
Bill E Cuell
Kaslo

New Denver & Kaslo
Community Pharmacys
Wishing you every
happiness in 2016!

Dedicated to Your Health
309 6th Ave., New Denver
250-358-2500
Kaslo: 250-353-2224
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Slocan council, December 14: New CBT liaison makes presentation
by Barbara Curry Mulcahy
• Kelvin Saldern gave a
presentation on the Columbia
Basin Trust’s 2016-2020
Strategic Management
Plan. Saldern is the CBT
community liaison who, in an
administrative reorganization,
has taken over responsibilities
for the Slocan Valley from
Lynda Lafleur.
The CBT’s investment
in the Waneta expansion will
soon start to pay off and a
new power sales agreement
will come into effect at the
Arrow Lakes Generating
Station in January 2016. Both
will create a large increase in
CBT revenues from 2016 to
2020. More money for the
CBT is more money for the
CBT to distribute in benefits
to local communities. In
2014/15 the CBT disbursed
$22 million, in 2015/16 it will
disburse $29 million, and in
2016/17 the approved CBT
budget includes $48 million
in disbursements. Up till now
the Trust has invested only in
local projects guaranteed to
generate income but now they
have decided to invest also in
projects “that are more highrisk” but which “offer other
community benefits.”
The CBT has identified 13
strategic priorities for 201620. For the Slocan Valley,
Saldern highlighted affordable
housing, land acquisition,
agriculture (which he noted
was important in the Slocan
Valley and that residents could
“expect within a year to hear
more from us” on that subject),
and the possibility that the
CBT might have more of a
“leadership role” in broadband.
Among the ways the
CBT has recently supported

the Slocan community were
with grants of $15,000 to
help purchase the Youth
Community Bus and of
$26,000 to the Food Bank
Garden.
Councillor Madeleine
Perriere told Saldern, “When
we tell people we are part of
the CBT, they all really envy
us.” Thanking her, Saldern
gave credit for the success of
the CBT to “a lot of foresight
on the part of people like
Corky Evans.”
• In her holiday letter
to the community, Mayor
Lunn wrote about the mill
site: “There is no doubt that
site holds huge community
value, and potential to shape
the future of our Village.
With the support of CBT,
we are looking to undertake
some basic diligence efforts
including a site assessment
and are exploring options that
would support a communitydriven development planning
process.”
• Colin Moss, Slocan
District Chamber of
Commerce board member,
asked council to appoint
a representative to the
Chamber’s health committee.
He said the committee was
formed as a proactive measure
to “maintain and improve
health services” valley-wide.
• Rory Lindsay gave a
closing report for the Western
Screech Owl Committee,
which he chaired. In 2012,
a breeding pair of rare
Western Screech Owls were
found to be heavily using
the former Valhalla Forestry
Crew Camp area. The
Village formed a Western
Screech Owl Committee to
clean up the site and, with

the help of a Job Creation
Partnership grant, create
an Owl Walk, described by
Lindsay as “an outstandingly
beautiful nature park.” Now
that its work is done, the
committee put forward two
recommendations: that the
Village dissolve the WSO
committee and create a smaller
standing committee to “keep
an eye on the Owl Walk”; and
that the Village capitalize on
the opportunities presented
by the completion of the Owl
Walk to help develop local
economic transformation,
including rebranding Slocan
as the “Western Screech-owl
Capital of BC.”
• The Slocan Micro Hydro
Project Feasibility/Viability

Report was brought forward
from in-camera discussion
(see article, p. 3).
• Council awarded a $200
grant to the Slocan Valley
Refugee Coalition to support
a refugee family coming to
New Denver.
• Councillor Perriere
reported that the Fitness
Centre has spent most of
its CBT grant. An issue this
winter is non-members using
the Fitness Centre to have a
warm place to access Wi-Fi.
A proposed new policy will
limit non-exercisers to the
common area in the building’s
entrance hall.
• In her mayor’s report,
Lunn highlighted a Strategic
Community Energy and

Emissions Planning Workshop
held in the village. Attendees
developed an action plan
“to reduce our emissions.”
FortisBC introduced some
of its Power Sense programs
and a new ECAP program
to provide free home energy
upgrades for income-qualified
households ($31,000 for a
single person, $39,000 for a
couple).
• During public
participation, Denise Dufault
asked whether the rumours
that the curling rink was
going to be condemned were
accurate. CAO Michelle
Gordon said the rumours were
not accurate, but the Public
Works foreman had found a
leak in the roof during rink

renovations and the building
inspector had been called in.
The Village is “waiting for
a proper assessment” to find
out what needs to be done.
There will be no curling in
Slocan this season. Mayor
Lunn explained that work on
the rink had paused to prevent
doing work that would end up
having to be redone.
• At a special meeting
on December 28, council
approved a 2.75 percent
increase to the 2016 water
rates. Businesses and residents
will have the same 2.75 percent
increase. The residential rate
will be $423, up from $412 last
year. The extra $2,591 raised
will cover the rising costs of
water plant maintenance.

submitted
Over the last few weeks,
passing motorists may have
noticed cross-country skiers
gliding along trails that parallel
Highway 6 just north of Hills.
These trails are part of a new
network developed by the
Valhalla Hills Nordic Ski Club,
which has been working with
Recreation Sites and Trails BC
to create new Nordic skiing
opportunities halfway between
Nakusp and New Denver. The
new trails are located on the
east side of the highway 24
kilometres from either town,
just south of the weather station.
“Over the years our
Jackrabbits and Bunnies ski
programs have continued
to grow, and we wanted to
establish a location that could
host these weekly youth
programs plus provide loop
trails for skiers who are seeking
outdoor activities and exercise
in winter,” says Kip Drobish,
president of Valhalla Hills
Nordic. “We’re very excited
about this location for the new
Valhalla Hills Nordic Trails
because it’s ideal for many
reasons. It is higher in elevation
and receives more snow than
the rest of the valley. It is very
accessible from the highway
and near Summit Lake Ski Hill.
It has diversity of terrain so it’s
an interesting place to ski. And
the views are stunning.”
For this first season, Valhalla
Hills Nordic is focusing on
keeping the parking lot plowed
and grooming a few trails.
The longer-term goal, within
a few years, is to establish
several loops. “We’re moving
slowly and taking our time to
get to know this area because
we know it is important for
wintering elk and deer, and also
serves as a wildlife movement
corridor between the Valhalla
and south Selkirk mountain
ranges,” says Drobish. “It is
also an active trapping area.
So it’s for these reasons that

the ski club has marked the
trails closed to dogs, and we’re
asking all users to please keep
their dogs at home or in the car.”
This new trail network is
one of several that are busy
this winter. Groomed crosscountry ski tracks are being
maintained along the Rail Trail
along Bonanza Creek in Hills

from the access at Huckleberry
Lane off Reiben Road. Also,
groomed ski trails can be found
in Sandon along the K&S Trail.
On January 9, Valhalla
Hills Nordic started its six-week
Youth Ski Program, where
children 3-12 years of age
are grouped as Bunnies or
Jackrabbits and led by trained

parent coaches. Registration
for the kids’ ski programs is still
open. For more information,
visit https://hillsnordic.
wordpress.com. To become
a member of Valhalla Hills
Nordic or make a donation
towards snow plowing and
trail grooming, please visit the
website.

New cross-country ski trails in Hills

Valhalla Hills Nordic Ski Club is grooming cross-country ski trails at the north end of Hills. The conditions are great and the views majestic!

Mountain culture: Lucerne students research the meaning
submitted
What is the meaning of
‘mountain culture’? Lucerne
students invite residents to
participate in a region-wide
research project on Friday,
January 22. The students will
conduct interviews of residents
in several locations in New
Denver, including the Apple
Tree and New Market Foods,
from 10-11:30 am and 1:302:30 pm. Residents are invited
to be interviewed as part of a
region-wide research project to
explore their understanding and
ideas of mountain culture and
its importance and influence in
our region.
The project is spearheaded
by the Columbia Basin Rural
Development Institute (RDI)
and the Teaching and Learning
Institute at Selkirk College.
LESS students from grades
4 to 12 hope local residents
will help to provide answers to
their research questions on how

people feel about our mountain
community, what makes our
mountain culture unique, and
what we can do to keep our
mountain culture vibrant.
Although communities in
mountainous areas around the
world face numerous challenges
both internal and external,
there has been little scientific
investigation of the mountain
culture of the Columbia BasinBoundary region. The students’
research will help to inform
positive action for maintaining
healthy communities in our
region, and contribute to further
research being conducted by
the RDI.
If you are interested in being
interviewed, come by one of
these locations on January 22.
Interviews take about 15 minutes,
are completely voluntary, and all
information is kept anonymous.
For more information please
contact teacher Gary Parkstrom
(gary.parkstrom@sd10.bc.ca).

In addition, Nakusp
Elementary School students
from the grade six class will
be conducting interviews with
interested residents from Nakusp
and area over the next few weeks.
Interview results will be
shared at a Mountain Culture
Forum in early March where
students from around the region
will gather to share their creative
expressions on mountain culture,
and learn and discuss results
from interviews conducted
across the region. Several other
classes in the West Kootenay are
participating, including public
school and college students. This
research project will empower
Lucerne students to represent
their community, and to learn
about other communities in the
basin.
For more information about
the Exploring Mountain Culture
research project, please contact
Nadine Raynolds, researcher with
RDI (nraynolds@selkirk.ca).
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Silverton Winter Blues Boogie – 24 years and going strong
submitted
The Winter Blues Boogie has
become the premier February event in
the Slocan Valley. For the past 23 years,
revellers from all over southern BC and
the US Pacific Northwest, and from as
far as Austin Texas, have been coming
here for ‘The Cure’, recently voted
North America’s best dance party by a
(very biased) survey of these loyal fans
from far and wide.
On February 6 at 8:30 pm the
Silverton Memorial Hall doors will
open and guests will begin packing the
house in anticipation of four hours of
non-stop boogie tunes, served up by the
bands No Excuse and the Clint Swanson
Rhythm and Blues Revue. Six-piece No
Excuse features two sizzling guitars, a
veteran keyboard artist, a rock solid and
immensely talented rhythm section, and
soulful female vocalist Leanne Harrison.
These versatile musicians have been
rocking the Kootenays for 25 years

with a selection of rock-blues, soul and
R&B. Their motto, “If you can’t dance
to it, we won’t play it,” is attested to by
the crowded dance floor at all of their
appearances.
Nelson’s hardest working musician,
saxophonist Clinton Swanson, has
brought several different bands here
over the years. He offered a choice of
four groups this year, and his eight-piece
R&B Revue, featuring swing, funk, and
classic blues, was selected to rattle the
rafters with its mighty horn section and
two dynamic vocalists, Aryn Sheriff
and Fraser Black. This unit appeared
at a blues party for a local benefit last
winter, and they had the crowd on its
feet for the entire set. Clinton knows the
boogie crowd here, and there’s no doubt
that he’ll bring his A-Team to placate the
insatiable dance crowd.
This boogie is hosted in an
acoustically superior historic venue with
a large dance floor, and it always features

the finest musicians, but it’s the audience
that make this the party for which
every band wants to play. The patrons
are enthusiastic, sincerely friendly,
and come here to laugh and dance.
Undoubtedly, guests who attended the
event last year will never forget the night
the lights went out.
During the second set, the power
disappeared when a slide took down
the lines and blocked the road. The band
shifted gears, played unamplified for
over an hour with the only light coming
from cell phones, and the captive crowd
just grinned and kept on dancing. In
any other place or time this could have
resulted in panic or chaos, but the
response here was surreal.
“Throw us lemons, we’ll make
lemonade,” was the response, and it was
genuine. Three musicians for the closing
band were stranded in New Denver due
to the slide, and so other musicians from
the first two bands filled in seamlessly.
Most people remarked afterwards that
it had been the best boogie ever, a
sentiment revealed by the audible groan
from the crowd when the lights and
power were finally restored.
For the past 18 years this event
has been sold out. Admission is by
advance sale only – no tickets at the
door. Tickets ($20) are at the Apple Tree,

Mountainberry Foods and Silverton
Building Supplies (New Denver/
Silverton); Broadway Deli (Nakusp);
Figments (Kaslo); Winlaw MiniMart;
and Cottonwood Kitchen (Nelson). No
minors, please. For lodging and info,
email yeomansb@netidea.com or call
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250-358-7765.
There will be snacks and a wide
variety of beverages for sale. All profits
support our national award winning
Early Learning Society.
You are heartily invited to join the
crowd and ‘Feel The Heal’.

VILLAGE OF SILVERTON
CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER
The Village of Silverton is located nearly an hour north of Nelson B.C., nestled in the Slocan Valley and is situated on beautiful Slocan Lake. Exceptional outdoor recreation at your doorstep.
This position is well suited for a dynamic individual who enjoys the all that nature has to offer,
rural living, and small community culture.

Nelson’s hardest working musician, saxophonist Clinton Swanson, and his eight piece R&B Revue,
featuring swing, funk, and classic blues, play at the Silverton Memorial Hall, February 6.

The Position:
The Chief Administrative Officer will:
• Assist Council and the community to achieve their strategic vision and priorities;
• Provide strong leadership to a team of dedicated staff in a vibrant organization;
• Provide effective and efficient administration of the municipality’s affairs, departments
and operations;
• Represent the Village’s interest with other government agencies, corporations and the
general public;
• Promote and improve the efficiency and effectiveness of the Village’s operations through
innovation, creativity and motivation of staff.
• Undertake the roll of the Village’s Approving Officer and Commissioner for taking Oaths
and Affidavits in the Province of B.C.
• Attend all Council meetings as required.
Qualifications:
The Chief Administrative Officer will preferably have:
• A degree in Business/Public Administration and Certification in Local Government
Administration from the Board of Examiner for the Province of BC;
• A minimum of 5 years progressive management experience in a local government
setting;
• Excellent communication skills with the proven ability to deal effectively with elected
officials, all levels of the organization and particularly with the general public;
• The ability to “think outside the box” to bring innovation and creativity into the operation;
• A strong understanding and experience of the financial aspects of a municipality,
including the budget process and monitoring of budgets – an accounting/finance degree/
designation would be an asset;
• An excellent understanding of personnel functions and human relations.
This is a full time position, with a minimum of 25 hours per week. Our office is open Tuesday to
Thursday.
The Chief Administrative Officer will receive a competitive salary and benefit package
commensurate with experience and qualifications.
If you are interested in this career opportunity, please submit a covering letter and resume
via email to Melisa Miles, CAO, Village of Silverton at mmiles@silverton.ca before 4:00 p.m.
Wednesday, January 20, 2016.
We would like to thank all applicants, however, only those chosen for an interview will be contacted.
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Unplug & Play returns to North Slocan Lake
submitted
Do you remember the first annual
Unplug & Play Week for the New
Denver area in January 2015? Well, it’s
happening again. Mark your calendars
and join the fun in the North Slocan
Valley January 23-29.
Unplug & Play is a week to focus
on turning away from the digital
and enjoying the world around us…
unplugged. It’s a reminder of all the
great ways we can keep active year
round.
Some of this year’s Unplug &
Play activities will include a Kitchen
Party Sing Along at the Apple Tree
Café, fun events at the school, special

activities around town, and ongoing
activities you can take part in regularly
like badminton, yoga, kids’ playgroups,
curling, dance, parkour and skiing. Also
back by popular demand will be a teen
Disco Skate at the Silverton Arena and
a bird walk with Richard Johnson.
Literacy Day this year, on
Wednesday, January 27, will include
knitting with Kathy Provan and friends,
bread making, and a book swap. It has
been shown that the development of
fine motor skills is actually part of
the necessary foundation that literacy
rests on. The development of rhythmic
body movement in time with spoken
language (or sung language) is also
part of that literacy foundation, so we
will be including a song circle with

stories, as well.
Unplug and Play Week will
wrap up on Friday, January 29 in the
afternoon with a Gear Swap and Fusion
Dance Boot Camp at Lucerne School
gym, and then rides will be organized
for Friday night skiing and tubing at
Summit Lake Ski Hill (sponsorship
pending).
Look for details on posters around
New Denver and Silverton coming
soon, and on the Village and Chamber
websites. Unplug & Play passports will
be distributed at Lucerne School for
students to keep track of how much they
unplugged and how much they played
throughout the week.
Remember, this is only the
beginning. There are great ways to

unplug and play all year round!
Proudly presented by the Healthy
Community Society of the North
Slocan Valley with sponsorship from

submitted
The Slocan Lake Christmas Bird
Count took place on December 30, 2015
under cold but clear conditions. Twentyone people braved the -8˚ weather to
walk a total of 35 km in Hills, Sandon,
Red Mountain and points in between.
Thirty-nine species were observed with
one more recorded during the three days
before and after bird count day.
The following species and numbers
were observed: Canada Goose (36),
Common Goldeneye (2), Bufflehead
(2), Hooded Merganser (2), Common
Merganser (2), Ruffed Grouse (1),

Pied-billed Grebe (1), Bald Eagle
(3), Coopers Hawk (1), Merlin (4),
Northern Pygmy Owl (1), Downy
Woodpecker (5), Northern Flicker
(14), Pileated Woodpecker (3), Steller’s
Jay (39), American Crow (29), Raven
(50), Black-capped Chickadee (53),
Mountain Chickadee (1), Chestnutbacked Chickadee (17), Red-breasted
Nuthatch (10), White-breasted Nuthatch
(2), Brown Creeper (1), Pacific Wren (1),
American Dipper (10), Golden-crowned
Kinglet (3), Ruby-Crowned Kinglet
(1), Townsend’s Solitaire (2), American
Robin (12), Varied Thrush (7), Bohemian
Waxwing (59), Song Sparrow (19),
Oregon Junco (4), Common Redpoll
(147), Pine Siskin (320), American
Goldfinch (10), Evening Grosbeak (36),
Pine Grosbeak (93) and Gray Catbird
(1). A Hairy Woodpecker (1) was also
observed during Christmas week.
Thanks to all of the people who
participated and donated their energy to

this count. The results are submitted to
Bird Studies Canada and the National
Audubon Society. The latter maintains

Lucerne PAC and funding from Rec
Commission #6, the Outlet Youth
Centre and the Columbia Basin
Alliance for Literacy.

Vancouver visitors at Haus Lemon Creek made the most of their holiday in the Slocan Valley. They built a
‘Beaver Igloo’ on the property. “We had an igloo-warming party with hot spicy wine,” says owner Elisabeth
von Ah, who spent a night in the igloo just to see how it felt and later reported it was a balmy -7˚ inside.

Slocan Lake Christmas Bird Count results

Open Sun. 11-3 • 411 Kootenay St, Nelson

The Valley Voice January 13, 2016

the massive database of Christmas Bird
Counts going back to 1900, the year of
the first count.

The South Slocan Hospital Auxiliary Christmas Draw was held December 19. The winners were
Joan Jacobson and Estelle Perry (quilt); Merla Ridge (chair and teddy); Diane Ridge (hand-woven
rug); and Marleen Siminoff (picnic basket). The ticket was drawn by Kootenay Savings manager
Lynden Rain with president Elaine Wood, secretary Ann Wood, and treasurer Ruth Hackett.

Oily Business; book launch at the Nelson Library

submitted
It takes one to know one, and
novelist Chris Dawson knows the
business and its characters. The former
senior communications strategist for
PetroCanada set out to shed light on the
issues of oil sands and the environment
through fiction – and be entertaining
about it. Dawson launches his new novel
Oily Business on Tuesday, January 19
at 7 pm at the Nelson Public Library.
The inciting incident in Oily
Business is a helicopter crash that
strands an oil-sands spin-doctor and a
leading environmentalist together in the
wilderness. As industry spokesperson
Keith Weston and anti-tar-sands activist
Gerry Culver await rescue, they are
forced to confront one another and their
own beliefs.
While Dawson allows that “there is
some of myself in Keith Weston,” all of
the characters are amalgams of people
he’s met and attitudes he’s encountered.
When Dawson first began working in
the industry he thought he might be able
to make a difference “from the inside”
in how petrochemical production is
communicated, but discovered that
at the end of the day, it’s a business.
Disenchanted, Dawson moved to the
Kootenays, where he now works as a
fly fishing guide.
Initially, Dawson set out to write
a serious book about the industry.

With a resume that includes numerous
magazine articles (including awards
for nature writing), two nonfiction
books, and stints as a senior writer
for the Calgary Herald and as press
secretary to an Alberta cabinet minister,
it seemed a logical fit. But a fictional
approach offered an opportunity to be
provocative – even satirical – and to
marry his environmental writing with
his oilpatch writing. The result is Oily
Business.
“I hope the book resonates with
readers on many different levels,” he
says.
Dawson will read from the book
and answer questions about the novel
and his experience in the industry.
Copies of the book will be for sale.
Doors open at 6:30.

Winlaw writer Chris Dawson will read at the
Nelson Library, January 19

COMMUNITY
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SLUGS close busy 2015, open 2016 with AGM
hands and many hours, as well as
financial support. The fall, holiday
lighting and spring work parties, fuelled
by delicious Soup du Jar lunches, were
well attended by loyal community
volunteers. Kohan employees Susan
Yurychuk and the late Natasha
Weiss, along with weekly volunteers,
maintained the planting beds; mowing
was done by volunteer Steven Getty
and by Lawrence Martin and the Village
crew.
We all grieve the accidental death of
Natasha, our deeply dedicated gardener.
In participation with her family, we are
planning the installation of a memorial
bench in the Garden this spring.
This year ’s Kohan Garden
improvements included new service area
plantings, irrigation and compost bins,
new pond pumps, electrical lines and

outlet, and additional bed mulch. These
were made possible by Community
Initiatives grants from the Villages of
New Denver and Silverton and Area
H, as well as by community support of
SLUGS fundraising activities.
The Society is looking forward
to sharing our new Kohan Guide
and our two new logos, created with
the professional assistance of Nikta
Boroumand and Roni Jurgensen.
Attractive Kohan Garden billed caps
with the Gingko logo will be available
for purchase at our 2016 Friday Market
booth.
• The AGM will be held at the
Hidden Garden Gallery on Sunday,
January 17 at 2 pm. This is a great
opportunity for interested gardeners and
Kohan Garden supporters to meet, share
and learn how to become involved with

PHOTO CREDIT: ICANDY FILMS

submitted
The Slocan Lake Garden Society
(SLUGS) marked its 25th year with
many activities in and upgrades to the
Kohan Garden. We had the pleasure
of hosting BC Lt. Governor Judith
Guichon in the spring; we also facilitated
five weddings, three memorials, and
our July anniversary celebration of
traditional and contemporary arts. We
thank the Silverton Gallery Society,
CKCA, Recreation Commission #6,
and the participating artists and guests
for supporting this memorable event.
By request, Mark Ikeda will return in
August with his poignant multimedia
dance performance about Japanese
Canadian internment.
Maintaining and enhancing the
beautiful Kohan Garden site for public
enjoyment requires many volunteer

Bringing in the New Year at Kohan Gardens in New Denver, which is maintained by the Slocan Lake Garden Society (SLUGS). Happy New Year to all from the SLUGS and ICandy Films.

local gardening projects.
The Healthy Community Society’s
presentation of its extraordinary local
food and growing programs and a Kohan
Garden photo show will follow a very
short business meeting and discussion
of 2016 plans. The SLUGS welcomes

9
your support and ideas, and invites you to
buy a $5 membership, which entitles you
to discounts at several regional garden
supply stores. Refreshments and door
prizes will be offered. We hope you will
consider joining the society for fun and
rewarding activities in 2016.

KASLO & DISTRICT
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Friends of Kootenay Lake is now a society
submitted
After three and a half years of
service, the Friends of Kootenay
Lake has become an official
society. Facilitated by Claire de
la Salle with the hard work of
the Steering Committee and the
hundreds of dedicated members and
volunteers, the Friends of Kootenay
Lake has evolved into the Friends
of Kootenay Lake Stewardship
Society.
Since its inception in 2012 the
society has devoted its efforts to
improve the health and stewardship
of Kootenay Lake through
monitoring, habitat restoration,
capacity building and the
empowerment of local communities
and stakeholders. The society has
delivered many successful projects
and events around the many lake
communities, which have inspired
folks to be true stewards of this vast
and integral body of water.
The Friends of Kootenay Lake
Stewardship Society thanks all
our volunteers and members that
have supported, shown interest and
given their time to volunteer for
our important projects and events.
We would also like to thank our
committed Steering Committee
David Reid, Sangita Sudan, Heather
Leschied, Martin Carver, Ryan Van
der Marel, Greg Utzig and the Lake
Advisory Board for their countless
hours of guidance and direction.
Moreover, we could not have
accomplished our efforts without
the contributions of our many
partners: the EcoSociety, Wildsight,
Kootenay Lake Partnership, and
funders Columbia Basin Trust,
Fish and Wildlife Compensation
Program, BC Hydro, City of Nelson,
Village of Kaslo, Columbia Power
Corporation, Environment Canada,
Mountain Equipment Co-op,
Columbia Power, City of Nelson,

Live in the Koots Team with Fair
Realty, Real Estate Foundation
of BC, Fortis BC, and Regional
District of Central Kootenay.

Every lakeside community
member has a role to play in
protecting the lake’s immense
value. If you care about Kootenay

Lake and want to preserve its natural
values for generations to come, you
can check out our website and sign
up for our eNews, for events and
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actions taking place over the next
few months, or you can contact us
with specific questions about our
programs.

After three and a half years of service, the Friends of Kootenay Lake has become an official society.

Cheetah sighting investigation continues

by Jan McMurray
The December 17 cheetah
sighting on Hwy 3A near Crawford
Bay is still under investigation by the
BC Conservation Officer Service and
the Creston RCMP.
Joe Caravetta, Kootenay region
inspector for the Conservation Officer
Service, reported that there have
been no confirmed sightings of

the cheetah since December 17.
“We’re not sure if the animal is still
out there, but we’re investigating at
present,” said Caravetta. “We’ve been
in contact with people of interest and
have followed up on many of the tips
the public has provided, but we can’t
divulge any information at this time.”
Caravetta said they are aware
of former Kaslo property owners

Earl Pfeifer and Carol Plato, who
proposed to bring cheetahs to Kaslo
and to offer educational programs
about this endangered species. In June
2013, Pfeifer held a public meeting
in Kaslo to present the proposal.
At the time, the couple owned two
cheetahs, which were being kept in
an Ontario zoo. They applied to the
Village of Kaslo for a Temporary

Use Permit for their property as a
cheetah conservation sanctuary, but
the application was denied in May
2014. The couple has since sold their
property in Kaslo.
Anyone with information is
asked to contact the Controlled Alien
Species Unit of the British Columbia
Conservation Service at 1-877-9527277 or Crimestoppers.

The December 17 cheetah sighting on Hwy 3A near Crawford Bay is still under investigation by the BC Conservation Officer Service and the Creston RCMP.

Kaslo Concert Society presents Borealis at St. Andrew’s United Church

submitted
The Borealis String Quartet plays
at St. Andrew’s United Church in
• Fresh Meat Cut Daily
• Fresh & Frozen Seafood
• Freezer Packs
• Deli Sandwiches to go
• Awesome Cheese Selection
• Fresh & Smoked Sausage
• Smoked Salmon
• Awesome Beef Jerky
• Custom Cutting
• Weekly Instore Specials

Support the
Valley Voice
with a voluntary
subscription
Only $10-$30

Send Cheque or Money Order to:

The Valley Voice
Box 70 New Denver, BC
V0G 1S0

Kaslo on Sunday, January 17 at 7
pm. This is the third visit to Kaslo by
an outstanding quartet whose artistry
demands that we not only listen, but
also become visually engaged with
their music.
The concert consists of quartets
by Beethoven, Shostakovich, and
Dvorak – three contrasting pieces that
demonstrate the artistic capabilities of
the four musicians. This concert is not
to be missed.
Tickets are $22, available at the
door on the night of the concert.
School-age children are admitted free
when accompanied by an adult patron.
On Monday, January 18, Borealis
will also play for the students at JV

Humphries School. This appearance
is made possible by a generous grant
from the BC Touring Council.

For further information contact
David Stewart, 250-353-7600 or
sjdks@kaslo.org.

The Borealis String Quartet plays at St. Andrew’s United Church in Kaslo on Sunday.

NAKUSP & THE ARROW LAKES
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Nakusp committee working on sponsoring refugee family
by Jan McMurray
A committee of the Robertson
Memorial United Church is working
on bringing a refugee family to
Nakusp. On January 7, the church
council gave the committee the goahead to complete the application for
refugee sponsorship.
“As a church, and as human
beings, we have to do what we
can for people in need, whether

locally or internationally,” said Hans
Sparreboom, committee chair.
Sparreboom said the committee
will be holding a public meeting
in the near future. He stressed that
they are at the beginning of the
process and are just starting to gather
information. But one thing is clear
– a lot of community support will
be needed.
Some community members have

already offered their support, and
Sparreboom says the committee was
elated to have a Nakusp homeowner
offer his home, including utilities,
for up to a year for a refugee family.
“That takes off a big chunk from
the amount we have to fundraise,”
he said.
Church Minister Hilary Bitten
explained that just before Christmas
2014, she asked the congregation

to think of ways they could help
small numbers of people locally and
within the wider world. Of the many
suggestions that came forward, one
was to sponsor a refugee family. The
refugee committee of the church was
formed in January 2015 to look into
sponsorship, but when they found
out that the recommended budget to
sponsor a family was $50,000, they
felt it wasn’t feasible.
With the recent announcement
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that the federal government will
provide $25,000 to refugee sponsor
groups, the committee decided it was
worth a try. Also, the United Church
is a sponsorship agreement holder
with the federal government, and
can assist the local group throughout
the process.
“Next steps are to fill in the
application, hold a public meeting,
and start fundraising,” said
Sparreboom.

Call for Artists and Venues for
ALFA Guild Art Walk 2016

Hard copy can be submitted to
ALFA Art Walk c/o Selkirk College,
Box 720, Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0
– or –
Online at alfaguildgallery@gmail.com

For more information contact 250-265-4996.
Deadline February 15th, 2016, 4:00 pm.

Pre-Inventory Clearance
Sale Jan 13-30
Ladies wear & Fabric 30% off

Arrow & Slocan Lakes Community Services was very pleased to receive a $5,000 donation from Galena Contractors for the Christmas Hamper program. Galena
Contractors is one of the Nakusp area’s largest employers, with a crew of 63 providing road, forestry and excavation services. The company donates about
$40,000 per year to community groups in the Nakusp area. L to R: Tana, Tammy, Kim, Patti, and Tammy from Galena Contractors and Anne Miskulin from ASLCS.

Nakusp council, December 14: Budget calls for five percent property tax hike
by Katrine Campbell
• CAO Laurie Taylor presented
the draft preliminary operating budget
incorporating a five percent increase in
property taxes. Even with the increase
there is a projected deficit of $10,000.
Cost of the increase on an average house
is $40 per year. Taylor noted there is
no provision in the budget for any of
the extra projects council has identified
such as Communities in Bloom and new
barricades for the trail along the bypass.
The tax increase is needed to provide
reserve contributions for infrastructure
improvements in the future.
The budget was received for
ongoing discussion and council’s
direction will be incorporated in the
next draft.
• The Village of Nakusp has been
offered a surplus caboose by Canadian
Pacific in Revelstoke. Although the
caboose would be free, the cost to load
and unload it, ship it to Nakusp and set
it up would be in the neighbourhood
of $25,000. Council decided to hold a
public meeting January 7 to see if there
was enough interest to fundraise to cover
the costs.
• Walter Posnikoff was appointed

to the board of directors of the Nakusp
and Area Community Forest, effective
immediately.
• Council will participate in the
RDCK’s woodstove exchange program,
providing funding for five exchanges
with a maximum total of $500.
• Mayor Karen Hamling reported
she was re-elected chair of the RDCK
for the second year.
-The RDCK will hold budget talks
on January 20 and February 17.
-RDCK staff will investigate grant
funding options for an Agriculture
Land Use Inventory and Water Demand
Model project. Initiated by the Ministry
of Agriculture, the project will provide
a snapshot of all lands currently being
farmed and crop types grown for
planning and economic development
purposes.
-There is a real push for food
produced ‘closer to home’ and for food
sustainability. RDCK is applying to have
a food sustainability and food policy
study done for the area.
-The Columbia River Treaty Local
Government’s Committee, which
Hamling sits on, will meet for a strategic
planning session in February. The next

$500 REWARD

You are invited to enter our contest to design
a new logo for

Spectrum Home and Family Care
Entries must be submitted before January 31, 2016
Call or email for details
250-265-3842
spectrumcares@telus.net
or drop in at 412 Broadway St, Nakusp

step is to review comments and to
make decisions on what to ask the BC
Government to have included in the
treaty when talks progress between the
US and Canada.
-Hamling met December 7 with
Hugh Eberle and Katie Ward from
the Ministry of Transportation and
Highways. The Galena ferry will remain
in service until the end of December
2016 and then will be pulled. Its
certification expires then, and cannot be
renewed. The ministry is working on a
pontoon boat that will transport up to 30
vehicles at a time, if the MV Columbia is
out of service. There is a pontoon for the
Osprey 2000 and they are looking at one
that can be transported throughout the
region for ferry issues. Hamling noted
“This could be quite a nightmare during
our tourist season.” The ferry contracts
will be awarded in February.

(excluding swimwear and undergarments)

				.50 m min
				
cut for fabric

416 Broadway, Nakusp
250-265-3644

Shon’s Bike
& Ski
250-265-3332

86-4th Ave. SW Nakusp
www.shons.ca

North Kootenay Sport & Recreation Report
Drop-in Soccer in Slocan: Sundays at 3 pm, all ages and levels
welcome. Call Gord at 226-7062 for more information.
Funding for Kids Aikido Tuition now available courtesy of White
Pines Dojo children’s bursary. To apply for funding, please contact info@whitepinesdojo.com or stop by the dojo to observe
a class! More information is available at whitepinesdojo.com

FOUND. Walter is looking for his
family. He is an affectionate adult
neutered male. If you recognize
him please call PALS 250-265-3792.
PALS Annual General Meeting
February 3, 2016 at 7:00 p.m.
Selkirk College, Nakusp
WEEKLY SPONSOR:

North Kootenay Sport and Recreation Council are looking for
Board Members! Do you have ideas of how the local Sport &
Recreation groups could be supported? Do you want to help
better the area with activity? Contact us for more info.
Become a member of the North Kootenay Sport and Recreation
Council for grant support, promotion and more! www.nksrc.ca
Membership would get you rights to advertise your sport and
or recreation activity in this spot.

North Kootenay Sport and Recreation Council
Nakusp
(250) 265-3635 www.selkirkrealty.com

nksrcouncil@gmail.com

Your local information source for sport and recreation in the Kootenays
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO: Awardwinning, hand-stretched artisan pizza.
250-353-2282.
REWARD – FOR INFORMATION
regarding who caused the damage to my car
at Mount Sentinel School on the evening of
November 18. All windows were broken on
my Buick LeSabre. All calls confidential.
Call or email Debbie Bayoff 250-365-4644
bounty@netidea.com

BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENT

SOREN WILSON JACKS, 9lbs 8oz, born
to Jessica Rayner and Carl Jacks of New
Denver on December 17, 2015. A grandson
for Brad and Kristen Jacks of South Slocan,
BC, and Stephen and Dianna Rayner of
Kingston, Ont. A great-grandson for Ellen
Rayner of Kingston.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

THINKING OF STARTING, buying or
expanding your own business? If so, call
Community Futures offers business loans,
counseling & training; and delivers the
Self Employment program in the Arrow
& Slocan Lakes area. For more info leave
a message at 265-3674 ext. 201 or email
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.
WORK YOUR DREAM JOB and be
your own boss with help from the Self
Employment program at Community
Futures! Through this program you will
receive business plan instruction and
ongoing business training and coaching
while you start your business. And if
you’re eligible you will usually also receive
financial support for the first year. To learn
more call 265-3674 ext. 201 or email
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS

The North Valley Mountain Film
Festival is now accepting digital photo
and film submissions for its 2016
event. For submission guidelines and
event information please contact us at
northvalleyfilmfest@gmail.com or visit
our website at northvalleyfilmfestival.com

CLASSIFIED ADS
COMING EVENTS

DEVOTIONAL CHANTING, Science of
the Sacred Sound, and Meditation. Offered
three Saturdays at 1:30, January 16, 23 and
30. By donation. Lila 358-7766.
LOCAVORES’ FEAST & SIX SLOCAN
VALLEY MINUTES. Thank yous and
celebration of our huge renovation project.
Saturday, January 23, Vallican Whole
Community Centre, doors 5 pm, Dinner 6
pm. See article on the back page of this VV.
Please bring generous potluck items and
prepare an act and/or be ready to applaud
wildly. 3762 Little Slocan S. Rd., www.
VallicanWhole.com or Facebook.com/
TheWhole
UP CLOSE ... & INTIMATE: A series
of three extraordinary events. Feb. 14
~ Love & all that Jazz. April 2 ~ The
Kootenay Divas. April 23 ~ Lucas Myers
in Campground. Series tix: $50 for all
three. Vallican Whole Community Centre.
Tix and info: www.VallicanWhole.com or
Facebook.com/TheWhole
SENIORS DROP-IN PROGRAM.
Every Tuesday and Thursday 10 am - 2
pm. Silverton Memorial Hall. Socializing,

Lunch, Workshops and Outings. Open to
all seniors in the area.
SLOCAN LAKE GARDEN SOCIETY
(SLUGS) AGM and Planning Meeting will
be held on Sunday, January 17, 2 pm, at
the Hidden Garden Gallery (803 Kildare
St.) in New Denver. This is your chance to
help plan the exciting projects and events
for the 2016 season in the Kohan Garden.
There will be door prizes, video and
presentation of great recent work by the
Healthy Community Society, membership
renewals and the chance to visit with other
garden enthusiasts. And, just a reminder, a
$5 membership entitles you to discounts at
Silverton Building Supplies.
NELSON PUBLIC LIBRARY Slocan
Valley Outreach continues! Thursday,
January 21, 1 to 5 pm, Passmore Seniors
Lodge. Look for our sandwich board on
the highway. Area H South residents are
welcome to check out items from our
mobile collection of books, CDs and
DVDs for all ages. Info: Nelson Library,
250-352-6333.
NORTH SLOCAN LAKE UNPLUG &
PLAY is taking place in and around New
Denver & Silverton Saturday, January 23
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– Saturday January 29. Challenge yourself
and others to turn off your digital devices
and play! Participate in a wide variety of
unplugged events throughout the week.
Look for local posters and online updates.
Hosted by the Healthy Community Society
of the North Slocan Valley.
Another WIDE SPOT in the Road,
Sunday, January 17, 2016. Our question
to ponder: What’s forgiveness and what’s
just letting someone walk on you? Join us
at Rory’s on Main in New Denver. Music
by Freya starts at 4:45; child-care opens at
4:45 in Youth Centre. Program at 5, light
dinner at 6:15. Open to all, no charge. A
Wide Spot is a gift from Turner Zion United
Church to our community.

EDUCATION

TELLING OUR LIFE STORIES - A
guided autobiography program for anyone
interested in getting some of their life
stories down on paper. Mondays, January
18 - March 14, 10 am - noon at the Slocan
Community Library. This is a free program
offered by the Columbia Basin Alliance
for Literacy. Call Penny at 250-226-7605
to register.

Advertise in the

Valley Voice
It pays!!!

• Call 358-7218 for
details •

email:
valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

Your ad could
be here for only
$11.00 + GST

ENVIRONMENT
info

MASSAGE THERAPIES

Myofascial, Swedish, Lymphatic, Joint Play, Craniosacral,
Visceral, Somatoemotion, Chakras, Nutrition, etc.

– New Clients Welcome –

MTA rates (Low income consideration)
also MSP, WCB, ICBC & care plans

Garth R. Hunter, R.M.T.
250-358-2364 • Mobile

Dr. Michael Brennan • Chiropractor
Over 10 years experience
Appointments can be scheduled by contacting
his Nelson office at 250-352-5135

Dr. Brennan comes to New Denver and Nakusp every week:
Slocan Community Health Centre on Tuesday Afternoons;
Arrow Lakes Hospital on Wednesday.
Offering Chiropractic, Concussion Management, Cold Laser Therapy,
Custom Orthotics, Auto Injury Care and many more services.

www.activebalancechiro.ca

Open 1 pm to 4:30 pm Tues. to Sat.

Your ad
could be
here for
only $19.50
+ GST

January 13, 2016 The Valley Voice

FOR RENT

LARGE 3 BEDROOM upper level
apartment in Silverton. Washer, Dryer.
$595/month plus utilities. No Smoking, No
Pets, References. 250-358-2293.
1 OR 2 BEDROOM HOUSE - 1 km north
of New Denver, easy access, $700 + utilities
available Feb. 1, Phone: 250 358 7767
BEAUTIFUL ONE OF A KIND
ARTISAN HOME on six lots near Bigelow
Bay in New Denver. Home features: Open
concept living area, 3 bedrooms, 2.5
bathrooms, washer/dryer, dishwasher,
hardwood flooring throughout, guest
house, workshop, woodshed, basement,
one block from school, steps away from
the lake. Please take a look at the Youtube
video link below for a tour (Video was done
while we had the home for sale, however
we decided not to sell). https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=ydTzP4qgbwQ
No smoking/No large dogs. References
required. $1100/month + utilities. Available
March 1. Email: milesm@live.ca for more
info.
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FOR SALE

AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING
CONTAINERS 20 ft. and 40 ft. sizes.
Kootenay Containers. Sales & Rentals.
Castlegar. 250-365-3014.
120 GAL. DOUBLE WALL TIDY TANK
with electric pump and hose. $2000 OBO
Phone 250 358 7767

HEALTH

MASSAGE & NATURAL HEALTH
CONSULTS offered through the holidays
250-358-2562 M, T, Th, Fr or Appointment.
YOGA IN SILVERTON – THE
INWARD JOURNEY: Monday 9-10:30
am; Thursday 4-5 pm. Honour your body
by reducing stress, building strength,
flexibility and balance. Upper story of the
fire hall in Silverton. Only 5 minutes from

New Denver. Open to all levels. Come
and share mindfulness and the exultation
of inner flow.
TRADITIONAL THAI MASSAGE with
Tyson - Special Intro offer: 2 hour Thai
massage for $50. Experience an ancient
physiotherapy method for body/mind
wellness. Available by appointment in the
Slocan Valley and Nelson. Tyson Bartel
250-226-6826 http://www.thaitouch.ca/

HELP WANTED

REGISTERED MASSAGE
THERAPIST wanted to work in New
Denver one day a week at Pristine Day Spa.
Linens, bookings and marketing provided.
Also seeking other alternative health care
practitioners for the spa. Call Susan 250358-6804.

LOST

MISSING: MY COAT – Women’s black
coat. Long, knee-length, lightweight, down
filled. Lost September 2015 at Kohan
Japanese Memorial Garden. Please email
spiritguide8@gmail.com.

NOTICES

FOR INFORMATION ON AA, NA,
OA, ACOA OR ALANON MEETINGS
contact in New Denver: 358-7904 or 3587158; Nakusp 265-4216; Kaslo 353-2658;
Slocan 355-2805; South Slocan 226-7705;
Playmor Junction 359-7310.
www.carpentercreeklastwishessociety.
ca provides information on preplanning
for death and advice for alternative funeral
arrangements. Ph: 250-358-2253.
NELSON & AREA ELDER ABUSE
PREVENTION Resource Centre: 250352-6008 preventeldRabuse@sbdemail.
com / www.nelsonelderabuseprevention.
org. Drop-in Wednesdays 12-2 pm, 719
Vernon Street, Nelson. Nelson and District
Seniors Coordinating Society.

CLASSIFIED ADS
PETS

PERSONALIZED DOG CARE –
WINLAW. Your dog’s home away from
home, no kennels, acres of fenced play area
and river swims. Call now to book your
dog’s vacation. 1-250-448-6553, www.
barknrollinn.com.
DOES YOUR DOG OR PUPPY frustrate
you? Would you like to have the dog of your
dreams? Would you like to confidently go
anywhere with your dog? We can help. Go
to www.proudofmydog.ca to find out how.

SERVICES

SAVE MONEY @ PETER’S WINDOWS
& DOORS with energy-efficient windows,
doors and siding by Gentek. We are the
exclusive dealer of long lasting, high
performing windows by Gentek. We also
have lots of wood and metal doors in
stock. Now selling Gentek siding. 1-250399-0079.
GERRY CONWAY – Journeyman
carpenter/builder. 250-265-3163.
SUE MISTRETTA, M.A. offers online
counseling and counseling sessions in
Silverton and Winlaw offices. Contact
www.handandsoul.ca or 358-2177.
SATELLITE & AV TECHNICIAN installation, service & repair, Shaw, Telus,
Bell, Xplornet; home & business, audio/
video systems, WiFi networks, data wiring
- quality expertise: TJF WORKS - James,
250-226-7236 / 505-8392
MASSAGE & NATURAL HEALTH
CONSULTS offered through the holidays
250-358-2562 M,T,Th,Fr or Appointment.

WANTED

SARAH, MARK, AND SEQUOIA
JEFFREYS are seeking a furnished
summer rental in the Slocan from the
second week of May through the second
week of August this summer. Ideally, we
would like to rent a place in New Denver

or Silverton, close to the lake, but as in past
summers, we are open to possibilities from
Red Mtn Rd up to Hills. Please contact us,
by email at markjeffreys@yahoo.com or
by phone at (801) 910-1532, if you have
or know of an availability suitable for two
adults and a little girl. We look forward to
being back!
I’M LOOKING FOR A RIDE from New
Denver to Vancouver and back some time
in Jan-Feb. Will share gas. Please call:
Andrew Rhodes 250-358-7985 or email
danceswithandy@gmail.com

SLOCAN VALLEY
RECREATION

Intro to Reiki: Fri, Jan 22, 10:00am2:00pm, $48, Slocan Park Hall
Childcare First Aid: Sat, Jan 23, 8:30am4:30pm, $105, Crescent Valley Hall
Dream Crafting: Sat, Jan 23, 10:00am1:00pm, $35, Slocan Park Hall
Total Body Workout: Tues’ Jan 26Mar 8, 10:00am-11:00am, $60, Slocan
Park Hall
Sheepskin & Wool Slippers: Sat’s, Jan
30, Feb 6, & Feb 13, 1:00-3:30pm, $95,
Slocan Park Hall
Understanding your Digital Camera
(intro): Tues, Feb 2, 6:00-9:00pm, $48,
Slocan Park Hall

226-0008
WWW.RDCK.BC.CA

Advertise in the
Valley Voice.
It pays!!!
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Next Valley
Voice Deadline:
January 22,
2016

HAIR

AVA’S
Hair Studio
OPEN YEAR-ROUND

358-7769

Far right entrance of the Wild Rose Building in Rosebery

FLOWERS

Fresh Florist Arrangements
by Darlene
Green Acres Ventures
Weddings & Everyday Flowers

Delivery available 250-265-1379
email: greenacres@live.ca • www.greenacresnakusp.ca

SEWING

CAROLE’S MADE TO MEASURE

Sewing • Upholstery • Fabric
Carole Heidema • Owner
250-358-2771
carolesmadetomeasure@gmail.com
351 Victoria St, Silverton

Call 358-7218 for details
valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN

HARDWOOD FLOORS
WHOLESALE
• Registered Septic System
designer and installer •
• Ready Mix Concrete •
• Lock Blocks • Drain Rock •
• Road Crush • Sand & Gravel •
• Dump Trucks • Excavator •
• Crusher • Coloured Concrete •
• Site Preparation •
Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
Ph. 265-4615 • vieirac@telus.net

Safety, Service, Satisfaction
Installation and maintenance

jim@jemsgas.com
MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION
TimberFrame Homes
Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall
Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding
Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales
dave@maddentimber.com

250 265 1807

HALL LUMBER
& BUILDING SUPPLIES
Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat
10 am to 5 pm
PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd.
Edgewood, BC

Your ad could
be here for only
$11.00 + GST

LARRY’S Lawn & Yard Service
• Lawn care • Fall clean-up & removal
• Pruning • Odd jobs • Snow removal

Call Larry “the lawn guy”
250-265-7281 • 250-358-7772

Serving Silverton to Nakusp & all points in between.

1730 Hwy 3, Selkirk Spring Building
dan@canadiangardensupply.com

Alex Joseph
250-358-7721

CONSTRUCTION
FOUNDATIONS • ROOFING • RENOVATIONS

Specializing in Timber Framing
Cell: 250-265-8503 Home: 250-269-7280

mobile

(250) 551-TIME (8463)

BONDED Journeyman carpenter • Licenced (Canadian)
Sub-contractor • Licenced (US) Contractor.

www.manciaconstruction.ca

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR

Tyler Paynton • 250.777.3654 • silvridgeearthsnow@hotmail.com

Castlegar
250-304-2911

Electrical Contracting Ltd

Leaf Cabinetry

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Indoor Garden
Supplies

Wired by Alex

Crescent Bay
Construction Ltd.
Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431
• Email cresbay@telus.net

100% CANADIAN PREF. ALUM-OXIDE. ROAKMAPLE BISTRO/TAVERN 3 1/4” X 3/4” - $4.39/SF
– MILL RUN $85 Sel BETTER. NORTH PLANK.
RL. UP TO 7’ $5.49/SF PLT. – ENG IMPORT
FROM $3.99/SF PLT. CORK 50+ CHOICES
FROM $2.59 SF PLT. GLUE DOWN – BAMBOO,
SLATE FROM $3.99/SF PLT – MOST IN STOCK
AT JUAN’S 1503 HWY 3A
THRUMS (CASTLEGAR) BC
250-399-6377 Mon-Sat 8:30 am - 5 pm

• Power Trowel • Concrete Finishing
• Concrete Stamping and Acid
Staining • Forming • Tile Setting
• Cultured & Natural Stone Installation
CREATIVE MASONRY SOLUTIONS
FOR YOUR HOME AND BUSINESS

Patrick Baird

250-354-8562

elementconcrete.ca

Residential & commercial
cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC

250.226.7441

www.leafcabinetry.com

Your ad could
be here for only
$11.00 + GST

Jim Pownall
& Co.

LOG & TIMBER
FRAME HOMES
Crane Service

New Denver • BC
250-358-2566
jpownall@telus.net
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OBITUARY

ONO, EMIKO - Emiko passed away
peacefully at home, with her daughters by
her side on December 15, 2015. Predeceased
by her husband Kisaboro. She is survived
and will be sadly missed by her children
Alan and Doris, Bob, Lil (Thibault),
John, Gayle and Mel (Swanson), her six
grandchildren and six great-grandchildren.
Emi was born in Namu, BC on August 8,
1920. She moved to Japan to be educated
from the ages of 5-18 and returned to BC
afterwards. Since internment she has lived
in New Denver where she worked as a
nurse’s aid at the Pavilion. Since retirement
she spent her time walking her dog,
gardening and enjoying life to the fullest.
A heartfelt thanks to Dr. Magier for all his
kindness and hard work. In lieu of flowers
or koden, donations can be made to the New
Denver Kyowakai Society. As per Emi’s
wishes, there will be no service.

Personal Classifieds
start at $8.00

Call 250-358-7218 for details
email: valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

WINTER HOURS
9 AM - 9 PM

OBITUARY/COMMUNITY
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Human rights films help make hope possible
submitted
Amnesty International Nelson
presents the 16th annual Human Rights
Film Festival on January 29-30 at the
Shambhala Music and Performance Hall at
Selkirk College (10th St.) in Nelson. This
volunteer-run festival features eye-opening,
must-see films that offer both inspiration
and information.
“We invite people to come and learn
from – and celebrate – the remarkable work
of these talented filmmakers, who brave
threats and danger to capture moving stories
about human rights abuse, resistance, and
triumph,” said George Chandler, a local
Amnesty volunteer.
The festival kicks off on Friday
evening at 7 pm with The Abominable
Crime, a documentary that explores the
culture of homophobia in Jamaica through
the eyes of gay and lesbian Jamaicans,
forced to choose between their homeland
and their lives after their sexual orientations

are exposed.
At 8:35, Lessons in Dissent is a vivid
portrait of a generation committed to
creating a new, more democratic Hong
Kong. Filmed over 18 months, this
film offers a kaleidoscopic and visceral
experience of their struggle.
Saturday afternoon showings begin
at 1 pm with Highway of Tears. Matt
Smiley’s hard-hitting documentary
relates the personal stories of missing and
murdered indigenous women in Canada.
He investigates the systemic problems that
contributed to their fate, as well as how
contemporary First Nations leaders are
striving to make change.
At 2:45 Grassroots in a Dry Land tells
the story of three unconventional social
workers united by a common vision that
transcends the antagonisms between their
countries. These women from Jordan,
Israel, and Occupied Palestinian Territories
are empowering some of the region’s most

disenfranchised, war-scarred communities
in an effort to build a just and civil society.
The festival closes on Saturday
evening, starting at 7 pm with Allende’s
Grandchildren. ‘The right to free education’
is the motto of the heroes of this film about
the 2012 student riots in Chile, resisting the
privatization of the educational system.
This is the story of Filipe and his friends,
who refused to give up and leave their
school, despite the threat of clashes with
riot police, who are just behind the fence.
The 8:15 film is Casablanca Calling,
the story of a quiet social revolution in
Morocco. In a country where 60 per cent
of women have never been to school, a new
generation of women have started work as
official Muslim leaders. They work in some
of the poorest communities to separate the
true teachings of Islam from prejudice and
misunderstanding; support girls’ education;
campaign against early marriage; and
encourage young people to build a better

Morocco, rather than dreaming of life in
the West.
Tickets are available at the door. All
sessions are by donation ($10 suggested
for each set of two films) and coffee and
goodies will be available. Doors open
Friday and Saturday evenings at 6:30 pm,
and at 12:30 on Saturday afternoon.
“These films have the power to take us
away from our own lives, and to awaken
our curiosity and concern about the human
condition.” said Chandler, “As well, they
communicate inspiration that helps to
make hope possible, rather than despair
convincing.”
Films will also be shown in other
venues. Highway of Tears, Castlegar
January 28, 7 pm at the Mir Centre,
Selkirk College; Casablanca Calling at
the Langham in Kaslo Friday, January 29
at 7:30 pm; and two films in Rossland on
Sunday, January 31 at the Seven Summits
Learning Centre.

Open Thurs - Sun

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

H. A. Benson Inc.

Chartered Professional Accountant
119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0
Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: howard@habenson.ca

Bikes, Skis,
Snowshoes
Sales and
Maintenance
Call Shon
250-265-3332

New Market Foods

shonsbs@gmail.com

518 6th Ave • New Denver

250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290
email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca

Your ad could
be
for
Certified here
by the Province of
BC to testonly
drinking water
$11.00 + GST

Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area.
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm

HEALTH FOOD

Rutabagas
Whole Foods Market
New Denver, BC
316 Main Street
250-358-7900

Open Wednesday - Saturday
10:30 am - 4:30 pm
Closed Sunday - Tuesday
Main Street, New Denver

250-358-2178

ORGANIC PRODUCE • NATURAL
MEDICINES • VITAMINS • SUPPLEMENTS
AND MORE
Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30

Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

GIFTS
Kaslo Clothes Hanger

Support the Valley Voice with
a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30

COMMUNITY
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Greg Deck retires, CBT’s new chair is Rick Jensen of Cranbrook
submitted
Basin Trust board of directors. Deck, since the Trust’s inception in 1995,
Rick Jensen, from Cranbrook,
Greg Deck has retired from his the mayor of Jumbo Glacier Resort serving as vice-chair from 2008-12 replaced Deck as of January 1. He
position as chair of the Columbia Municipality, has been on the board and chair from 2013-15.
joined the board in 2013 and served
as vice-chair last year. He is the chair
of New Dawn Developments, a
submitted
counter so consumers can’t access owners can choose to hire a licenced director of New Dawn Restorations,
president of the Canadian Institute
The provincial government has them without the assistance of a service company.
Property owners will not be of Excellence and a director of
announced that, after stakeholder and certified dispenser.
public consultation, the integrated
These new rules will not take required to have a certificate if they Columbia Power Corporation.
pest management regulation (IPMR) effect until July 1 so stakeholders and want to use domestic-class pesticides He has also served as president
has been amended.
the public have time to review the on food gardens or hobby farms, or and CEO of Panorama Mountain
The amendments, which pertain changes and come into compliance to control pests such as rodents or Village.
Nakusp’s Laurie Page, who
to cosmetic pesticides, include:
with the new standards. Pesticide carpenter ants that damage buildings.
• Requiring a pesticide user vendors and service providers had
The amendments to the IPMR joined the board in January 2012, has
licence (for commercial properties previously asked for a significant will also require businesses to give been reappointed until December
and service providers) or certificate amount of notification to prepare for notice when pesticides are used on 2018 and is taking over as vice-chair,
(for residents) to apply most the upcoming changes.
private property which the public a position she held in 2013-14.
Kim Deane of Rossland, a board
pesticides in private landscaped areas.
Commercial properties will may access. This includes private golf
member
since 2009, has also retired.
• Establishing a list of pesticides require a pesticide user non-service courses, cemeteries and commercial
Two
new members have joined
that can be used in landscaped areas licence which will cost $250 per facilities.
the
board
for one-year terms.
without a licence or certificate.
year. However, homeowners will
The amendments took into
• Requiring residents/public to be be able to take a free online course account comments received from Michael Delich is from Fernie,
notified about use on private land in and exam to earn a certificate to government’s public consultation, where he is an active entrepreneur,
specific situations.
use pesticides on landscaped areas input received on the policy intentions community leader and sport leader.
• Requiring most domestic-class of their property. Alternatively, paper and the work of the Special Rhonda Ruston is a lawyer who has
pesticides to be kept behind the commercial and residential property Committee on Cosmetic Pesticides. served on the boards of the Kaslo
InfoNet Society and Kaslo Institute.

Pest management regulations amended

Grohman Narrows dredging deemed unfeasible
by Jan McMurray
The dredging of the Grohman
Narrows to mitigate against flooding
around Kootenay Lake has been
deemed unfeasible.
After the high-water event
and consequent flood damage to
properties around Kootenay Lake
in 2012, regional leaders asked BC

Hydro to investigate the feasibility,
costs and benefits to dredging the
Narrows.
A project update issued by BC
Hydro in December states: “The
results of the studies related to the
potential improvements at Grohman
Narrows indicate that the project
would not provide sufficient flood

submitted
The City of Nelson is embarking
upon an art rental program that will
see the City’s indoor public spaces
reflecting the creative nature of
Nelson. The Cultural Development
Committee has announced a call for
Nelson and area artists to submit their
work to this new program.
Applicants are asked to provide
electronic images of their pieces,
along with the medium, dimensions,
value and artist bio. Larger-sized
paintings are recommended due to the
nature of the space they will inhabit.
Submissions will be adjudicated
by the CDC’s Public Art Working
Group. The deadline for submissions
is January 15.

Currently, this program is limited
to within City Hall. Based on the
program’s success, it may be extended
to include other City-owned property
and outside spaces.
Please read the program guidelines
before submitting your application to
Joy Barrett, Cultural Development
Officer, at cultural@nelson.ca.

Nelson wants to rent your art

It pays to advertise in the
Valley Voice.
Call 358-7218 for details

Elizabeth Louise Nelson (nee Merry), (Betty, Sis)

Betty was born January 17, 1922 in New Denver and died December 9,
2015. She is survived by her sons Doug (Holly) of Quesnel, Blair of Trail,
Stuart (Diana) of Silverton, daughters Cindy (Walt) of Quesnel, Penny
(Mike) of Nanaimo, 14 grandchildren and 12 great grandchildren. She
also leaves behind her one remaining sibling, Mildred (Millie) Spence of
Minto House in Nakusp. Millie will be turning 100 years young in March.

24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work,
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal
WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS
3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

WANTED
TO BUY:

CEDAR AND
PINE POLES
Brian Major
• 250-938-3900

Please contact:
Gormans Pole Division

250-547-9296

Nelson’s Am Naqvi has been
reappointed until December 2018.
Other members include Larry Binks
(Creston), Wendy Booth (Fairmont
Hot Springs), Gord DeRosa (Trail),
John Dooley (Nelson), Loni Parker
(Revelstoke), Vickie Thomas
(?aq’am) and Jeannette Townsend
(Valemount).
The Trust’s 12-member board
consists of individuals appointed
by the provincial government: six
from the five regional districts and
the Ktunaxa Nation Council, and
six others. All directors must live
in the Basin.
The board meets five times a
year in communities around the
Basin. The next meeting is in Nelson
on Friday, February 12 and the
public is invited to attend, to meet
the directors and ask questions about
the organization’s work in the Basin.
For more information about the
Board, and to read highlights and
minutes from Board meetings, visit
cbt.org/board.

control benefits relative to the costs
and potential risks. Based on these
conclusions, BC Hydro will not be
proceeding to the next phase of the
project.”
Three different dredging scenarios
were studied: low volume (excavation
of 175,000 cubic metres), medium
volume (excavation of 325,000 cubic
metres), and high volume (excavation
of 600,000 cubic metres). It was
estimated that costs for the low to
high volume excavation scenarios
would range from $21 million to $68
million, and freshet peak levels would
be reduced by nine inches to two feet.

Smokey Creek Salvage

359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539
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Jan McMurray and Dan Nicholson, co-owners.

Wishes only the best for our regional community in 2016!
The Valley Voice is still going strong, thanks to you! Very big thanks to our
readers, advertisers, contributors, subscribers and voluntary subscribers.
We ask for your continued support in 2016:
• Consider a voluntary subscription – a contribution towards our cost of
delivering the Valley Voice to your mailbox. Suggested amount is $10 - $30.
• Tell our advertisers that you saw their ad in the Valley Voice.
• Advertise with us.
• Keep submitting those letters and articles.
Proud to be producing an independently and locally owned regional
community newspaper in the West Kootenay!

Betty was born in New Denver and raised in Annabelle. She became a
registered nurse at St. Joseph’s School of Nursing in 1942. After graduation
she nursed in Penticton then returned to Slocan and worked in the Japanese
hospital. She met and married Gord Nelson in 1948. They spent the rest of
their lives in Silverton raising their 5 children. Betty was a true care giver
and loved helping those in need. She was a shy, quiet lady who often kept
to herself (in contrast to husband Gord). She was a good friend to those
special few. She could be counted on to help and support her community
when asked. She loved cross country skiing with her close friends and
could throw a good lead curling rock. She loved the beach in the summer
and enjoyed talking with her grandchildren of her days of swimming
across Slocan Lake. She would recite her old time songs and rhymes which
the older grandkids still remember today. Betty was well known for her
homemade bread, biscuits and baked beans.
We will miss Mom. Knowing she is now at peace with Dad makes our
loss a little easier. Our sincere thanks and appreciation
go to the staff at Minto House for all the loving
care given our Mom.
There will not be a memorial service.
Donations may be made to the B.C.
Children’s Hospital in her memory. Mom
and Dad were lifelong supporters of this
institution. www.bcchildrens.ca
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Try out for the Youth Talent Slam, January 23 at the Capitol Theatre
submitted
Auditions for Oxygen Art
Centre’s second annual Youth Arts
Festival Talent Slam take place on
Saturday January 23 from 2 – 5 pm
at the Capitol Theatre in Nelson.
Anyone aged 15-29, performing
in any discipline, is welcome to
audition for a spot in this showcase
of the Kootenay’s best young artists.
Singing, dancing, music, acting,
comedy, performance art, poetry
and spoken word – even short film
and animations – can be submitted
for selection. Selected talent will

receive one-on-one mentorship
with professional artists Lucas
Myers, Bessie Wapp or Slava
Doval, to develop their acts for the
big night! Pre-register for Talent
Slam auditions online at www.
oxygenartcentre.org.
Oxygen Art Centre’s Youth
Arts Festival aims to encourage
youth to pursue their artistic talents
and interests in a professional
and meaningful way that can be
celebrated by the community at
large though attendance at the allages events. The first festival was a

smashing success, providing young
Kootenay artists with a professional
show and auditions to try out for, and
an opportunity for some to hone their
acts with seasoned professionals
in the community. More than 200
people filled the Capitol Theatre for
the first Talent Slam, and it was an
inspiring and very heartfelt event
with many original acts performed
for the first time in a professional

context.
The Back Stage Lounge provided
a creative hang-out space and hosted
a collaborative drawing project
and an open mic that morphed into
a open jam session with a dozen
musicians including a drummer,
several saxophonists, keyboardists,
vocalists and the like. Building on
this programming the Youth Arts
Festival will take place February 13

and 14, and will include workshops
and professional development
opportunities in the arts.
Oxygen Art Centre gratefully
acknowledges festival supporters
Columbia Basin Trust, Osprey
Community Foundation, Capitol
Theatre, Kootenay Co-op, Thor’s
Pizza and Business for the Arts
sponsors Hall Printing, Juice FM,
Nelson Star and ilovenelson.com

submitted
The Nelson Public Library’s first
mobile library session will take place at
Passmore Seniors Lodge on Thursday,
January 21 from 1 to 5 pm (note
the new time), and will continue on
the third Thursday of each month.
Everyone is welcome. Be prepared for
spontaneous outbreaks of Scrabble and
pinochle by outreach regulars.
Valley (Area H South) residents
can sign up for a library card and check
out items from our mobile collection
of books, CDs and DVDs for all ages.
Our outreach librarian is on hand to
answer questions about the many
services that are available to members,
including downloadable e-books,
on-line resources such as Rocket
Languages, Naxos music streaming,
Zinio online magazines, and more.
Want a book and can’t make it
to Nelson? Contact the library to ask

to have your items sent to Passmore
for pick up. And don’t forget that the
Heritage Credit Union in Slocan Park
has a return drop box that is open 24-7.
Passmore Lodge is located at

3650 Old Passmore Road. Watch
for the library’s sandwich board on
the highway. For more information,
contact 250-352-6333, or library@
nelson.ca.

by Jan McMurray
The seniors drop-in program at
the Silverton Memorial Hall is back
up and running.
Every Tuesday and Thursday
until the end of March, seniors from
the area are invited to drop in at the
Silverton Hall anytime between
10 am and 2 pm. Coordinator
Julie Fry will be organizing
lunches, workshops and outings.
Workshop topics will include endof-life issues, accessing community
resources, advance care planning,
making healthy choices and staying
at home versus assisted living.

The Village of Silverton
received a $12,000 grant under
the age-friendly program, a
partnership between the Province
and the Union of British Columbia
Municipalities (UBCM). Local
governments were invited to
apply for grants up to $20,000 to
help carry out activities that are
designed to help seniors stay active,
healthy and independent. For the
2016 grants, communities were
encouraged to consider projects
that focus on accessibility, elder
abuse prevention, dementia and
non-medical home support.

submitted
The Vallican Whole Community
Centre has spent this past two years
getting itself all gussied up, and now it’s
time to celebrate. Several exciting events
are coming up, and you really don’t want
to miss any of them. The plans are made,
the invitations are going out, and now all
that’s needed is for everyone to show up
and enjoy.
First off, Saturday January 23 is
the beloved winter Locavores’ Feast,
followed by the equally popular Six
Slocan Valley Minutes. Of course
the success of this event depends on

community members in many ways,
from the sharing of harvest and kitchen
skills to all kinds of daring antics and
skilful presentations on stage after dinner
(but only for six minutes – or you’ll
be swept off the stage by the bearer of
The Hook!) Now is a good time to start
planning your creative contributions,
both culinary and cultural/crazy/kinetic.
Doors open at 5 pm, dinner is at 6, and
SSVM at 7.
T h i s y e a r ’s f e a s t i s a l s o
an opportunity to thank the many
businesses, organizations and individuals
who contributed to the Whole’s massive

retrofit: new roof, new heating system,
new doors, new accessibility features,
and more. We are inviting these generous
folks to be at the event so we can
showcase our building, thank them and
welcome them to share in our celebration
of community and abundance. (Check
out the ad on this page to see just how
many people were involved in all the
work that has been done.)
As always we are asking our
community members to bring generous
potluck contributions, this time maybe
just a little more generous than ever as we
want to treat our renovation supporters to
a feast. The Whole will be laying on extra
entrées, and the rest of the festive table
is up to everyone. As we say, it takes a
community to build a community centre,
and to create a community feast.
And that’s just the beginning.
At the feast you will have an
opportunity to purchase season tickets to
the Whole’s most exciting and ambitious
series ever, Up Close and Intimate.
The series includes a swanky jazz,
chocolate and all-out decadence night on
Valentine’s Day, a rare appearance of The
Kootenay Divas on April 2, and Lucas
Myers’ hilarious new play Campground
on April 23. For a mere $50, you can
acquire series tickets for these three
events. Tickets are also available right
now at www.VallicanWhole.com, and
are transferrable, so if you can’t make
one of the shows, you can share your
ticket with a friend.
The Vallican Whole is located at
3762 Little Slocan S Rd. in Vallican. For
more information about the Locavores’
Feast and the Up Close and Intimate
performance series, please go www.
VallicanWhole.com or Facebook.com/
TheWhole.

Nelson Public Library Slocan Valley Outreach continues

Silverton seniors drop-in program resumes

A Whole lot happening in Vallican

