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by Jan McMurray
Crystal and Janet Spicer of 

the Arrow Lakes were honoured 
with Watershed Hero Awards at the 
annual ‘Winter Waters’ event at the 
Patsy Clark Mansion in Spokane on 
February 27.

“To be internationally recognized 
for something that comes straight 
from the heart is amazing,” said 
Janet in an interview after the event. 
“We’ve been so connected to the 
river…it was in our lives every 
waking moment. It was a living part 
of the farm. So it’s not that we’re 
heroes – how can we help but try and 
bring back this strangled life support 
system to its natural state again?”

The Winter Waters event, held 
annually to celebrate the waters of 
the Upper Columbia River, is hosted 
by the Sierra Club and the Centre 
for Environmental Law & Policy 
(CELP).

“It’s hard to find two people who 
have done more over a lifetime to 
advocate for the Columbia River,” 
said John Osborn, the Sierra Club’s 
director for the Columbia River 
Future Project and president of the 
board of CELP.

Janet and Crystal lived through 
the dam-building in the Columbia 
Basin and the flooding of the Arrow 
Lakes. They were among the 2300 
people who were forced from their 
homes and farms. They saw the 
destruction of farmland and forest, 
and they saw animals drown or 
starve to death. Today, they witness 
the ongoing erosion, destruction of 
habitat, and decline of wildlife in the 
Arrow Lakes region.

So when the Columbia River 
Treaty Review process began in 

Janet and Crystal Spicer were presented with the Sierra Club’s Watershed Hero Awards for their work to revitalize the Upper Columbia.

Crystal and Janet Spicer honoured as Watershed Heroes
2012-13, Janet and Crystal saw an 
opportunity to heighten awareness 
of the issues and to seek changes in 
the treaty to restore and revitalize 
the Upper Columbia River. Janet 
wrote letters to local papers, and 
sent one called “The Columbia 
River Treaty: ‘Silent Spring’ in 
British Columbia” to all newspapers 
in the four American states that 
draw water from the Arrow Lakes 
reservoir. Janet and Crystal formed 
the Columbia River Revitalization 
Coalition, which is still active and 
is a member of the transboundary 
Columbia River Roundtable. During 
the treaty review public consultation 
period, the coalition hosted a meeting 
in Fauquier with several speakers 
and invited Kathy Eichenberger, the 
government representative who led 
the review process. “I have to give 
Crystal full credit for catching the 
ear of government at the Fauquier 
meeting,” said Janet. “That meeting 
turned the tide. We’re so grateful 
to Kathy Eichenberger for really 
listening, and hearing the poignancy 
and yearning for change.” 

The Watershed Hero Awards 
are presented by the Sierra Club’s 
Upper Columbia River Group, 
which formed in 1970 to protect 
and restore the rivers of the Upper 
Columbia. “These are important 
awards and bring recognition to 
really extraordinary work on behalf 
of the public interest,” said Osborn. 
“The story that Crystal and Janet 
have to tell is very powerful and calls 
attention to the tremendous injustice 
done by the treaty, not just to the 
people of the Arrow Lakes but also 
to the living things that have no voice 
in these decisions. It’s time we right 

those historic injustices and Crystal 
and Janet are part of that effort.”

Both Janet and Crystal spoke 
at the Winter Waters event, after 
each was presented with a framed 
photograph of the Snake River and a 
book called Paddling the Columbia 
by John Roskelley. Janet said she 
was amazed at how many people 
approached her after she spoke, 
some with tears in their eyes, to say 

they didn’t know about what had 
happened in the Arrow Lakes and 
were now inspired to do something 
about it.

This is the first time for Canadians 
to win the award. When asked how 
he learned about Crystal and Janet, 
Osborn replied, “There is a growing 
community in the Columbia Basin 
that is developing in recognition of 
the opportunity to bring about reforms 

through the Columbia River Treaty 
modernization process. We have 
shared concerns and see opportunities 
that know no boundaries.”

Dr. Allan Scholz, fisheries 
scientist and professor at Eastern 
Washington University also received 
a Watershed Hero Award at the 
Winter Waters event for his work 
to restore fisheries in the Upper 
Columbia.
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The Area H North TV Society
is holding its

Annual General Meeting
at 7:00 pm on Thursday, March 19, 2015

at the Hidden Garden Gallery
805 Kildare Street, New Denver

Anyone interested in the local re-broadcast of our seven
TV channels and five radio stations is welcome to attend.

NEW DENVER COMMUNITY 
PHARMACY OPENING SOON! 
serving all your health 
 and wellness needs 

      owned by Ward Taylor 
      of Kaslo Community Pharmacy

Bringing  pharmacy services to your community! We are happy and excited to invest & grow with New Denver and surrounding community! 
Watch for our opening day announcement! kaslopharm@gmail.com • 250-353-2224

WEEKLY SPONSOR:
Selkirk Realty

Kelly Roberts
(250) 265-3635

www.royallepage.ca

FOUND: Black male kitty. In need 
of a loving foster home. Please 
call PALS at 250-265-3792 or 
email info@pals-online.ca if you 
are interested in caring for him.

PALS will be hosting the Legion 
Meat Draws for the month of 
March. Please come out and 
support PALS and the Legion.

by Art Joyce
The Balfour community hall 

was packed to standing room only on 
February 23, with some spilling onto 
the landing outside. The topic of urgent 
concern to business owners, anglers and 

Residents press officials over Kootenay Lake fisheries collapse
residents was the collapse of kokanee 
stocks in Kootenay Lake. A recent 
upsurge in Gerrard rainbow trout, which 
are predators of kokanee, has brought 
kokanee populations to a record low. 
Consequently, the trout population is 
also now facing an insufficient food 
supply and many fishers report catching 
malnourished Gerrards. 

Concerned residents – well 
over 200 of them – had driven from 
communities along both the West Arm 
and East Shore of Kootenay Lake, as 
far south as Nelson and north to Kaslo. 
Randy Zelonka, president of Balfour 
and District Business and Historic 
Association, said the West Kootenay 
has the highest number of non-resident 
fishing moorages in the province, with an 
estimated economic spinoff value to the 
region of as much as a billion dollars. Jeff 
Burrows, senior fish biologist with the 
Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural 
Resource Operations (FLNRO), put the 
direct revenue from the fishing industry 
here at between $3-5 million annually. 

“We’ve been discussing the 
downturn in fishing for some time but 
it really hit home when they had to 
cancel the Family Derby this spring,” 
said Zelonka. 

Gordie Grunerud of the West Arm 
Outdoors Club said the West Arm of 
the lake is “in pretty good shape, so our 
concern is the main lake fishery.” The 
problem, he explained, is the imbalance 
between predator/prey relationship with 
the Gerrard and kokanee. 

FLNRO biologists Jeff Burrows 
and Matt Neufeld confirmed Grunerud’s 
observation of an unprecedented drop in 
kokanee returning to spawning channels 
two years ago, falling below 500,000. 
This decline has continued since a peak 
of 1.5 million in 2011, with the return of 
only 150,000 spawners last year. This 
occurred at the same time as a recent 
spike in Gerrard rainbow populations. 
During its lifetime, a single trout can eat 
up to 1,000 kokanee. 

“The rainbow and the bull trout 
are basically starving to death,” says 
Grunerud. “This is the one lake in BC 
that has more studies than any other, so 
the science is there and we have to base 
our decisions on the science.” 

Grunerud suggested egg transplants 
at the spawning channels to get extra fry 
into the system. If that fails, he believes, 
“we won’t see a trophy-winning rainbow 
for the next decade or so.” Stressing 
the urgency of the situation, he says 
management decisions must be arrived 
at soon and implemented this summer. 

“My hope is that tonight we can 
convince you that the ministry is taking 
the situation very seriously in Kootenay 
Lake,” said John Krebs, FLNRO 
Director of Resource Management for 
the Kootenays. “The turnout tonight 
tells us there’s a strong interest from 
the recreational, environmental and 
economic sectors. There’s a shared 
interest in recovering the Kootenay 
Lake fishery so that’s a good place to 
start from.”

In his slide presentation, biologist 

Jeff Burrows detailed the history of 
monitoring the fisheries in Kootenay 
Lake, with 30 years of kokanee data at 
the Meadow Creek spawning channel. 
2014 was the lowest on record for 
kokanee spawners. However, the 
average size of kokanee is larger and 
females are at record levels of eggs so 
there is some capacity for recovery. 
The unprecedented increase in Gerrard 
rainbow trout occurred between 2008-
2012, but with two consecutive years of 
decline in spawning numbers.  

“Despite high numbers of anglers, 
the harvest is low even with 200,000 
hours spent fishing per year so we don’t 
think over-harvesting is the issue,” said 
Burrows. 

The IHN virus infecting kokanee 
and Gerrard was found first in 2013 
and again in 2014 but spawners were 
not found to be passing the virus to fry, 
so Burrows does not see this as a major 
contributor to the decline. 

Burrows and Neufeld also answered 
questions regarding the fertilization 
program, operated since 2004 at a cost 
of $1.7 million annually. Kokanee 
biomass has increased 2.5 times since 

the start of the program. Daphnia – small 
freshwater shrimps – are the favoured 
kokanee food; their biomass has doubled 
in the south arm since the fertilization 
program began. Daphnia numbers have 
increased as kokanee numbers dropped, 
providing a potential recovery base for 
the food chain. 

Neufeld said there will be an 
adjustment to catch quotas, starting in 
April. The quota for Gerrard rainbow 
will likely be raised to two to four 
per day, with one over 50 centimetres 
allowed, on the main lake. For kokanee 
it will be temporarily lowered from 15 
per day to zero. 

“We have the building blocks for 
kokanee recovery in fry, some 15 
million, which is about average,” said 
Neufeld. “We’re looking at options to 
time nutrient introduction to maximize 
impact.” 

The best case for recovery could 
be two to three years, Neufeld added, 
while the worst-case scenario would be 
eight to ten years. Currently BC Hydro 
spends about $13 million annually and 
the FWCP between $18-20 million per 
year managing West Kootenay fisheries.

by Jan McMurray
A chance to meet Connie 

Denesiuk, the federal Liberal 
candidate for the South Okanagan-
West Kootenay riding is coming up on 
March 26 at Slocan Park Hall at 7 pm.

“I’m really looking forward to 
it,” said Denesiuk. “I’m working 
diligently to get to know people 
throughout the region, and to make 
sure they know how to get in touch 
with me.”

At the Slocan Park meeting, 
Denesiuk says she’ll introduce 
herself, take questions, and then there 
will be a discussion on what people 
think are the top three local issues 
and the top three national issues. “I 
take seriously the role of representing 
people in Ottawa, so I need to know 
what people think is important,” she 
said.

Connie Denesiuk has lived in 
Penticton all her life. She and her 
husband Bob own a construction 
business and have four children and 
three grandchildren.

Meet the federal Liberal candidate 
for South Okanagan-West Kootenay

Her biography, posted on her 
website, states: “I am a seasoned 
leader with governance experience 
at the local, provincial and national 
levels and have a reputation as a fair 
minded and collaborative team builder 
who inspires trust and engagement.”

She served as chair of the 
Okanagan Skaha school board for 
nine years, president of the BC School 
Trustees Assocation for three years 
and director of the Canadian School 
Board Association for three years.

Currently, she is vice chair of the 
board of Okanagan College, director 
on the Summerland and District 
Credit Union board, director on the 
Summerland Chamber of Commerce 
board, and chair of The Trail of the 
Okanagans society.

The South Okanagan-West 
Kootenay riding includes the Slocan 
Valley, most of the Arrow Lakes 
Valley, Castlegar, Penticton, Oliver 
and Osoyoos. 

Visit www.conniedenesiuk.ca for 
more information.
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ULRIKE ZOBEL, LAWYER
PRACTISE RESTRICTED TO: 

CRIMINAL & FAMILY LAW
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
208 Broadway St., Nakusp, BC

 250-265-4372 • 1-877-265-4372
www.ulrikezobel.com

Serving the Arrow and Slocan Lakes

SHELLEY BORTNICK, 
MSW, RSW

Individual, couple and 
family therapist

25+ years experience
Offers counselling services involving 

mental health (depression, anxiety, 
etc.), addictions, grief and loss, 
trauma and life transition issues

For appointment, please call 
250-265-3397

Spring footwear! Lots of new models in stock and arriving daily. 
Cobb Hill and Aravon for ladies, Dunham for men. New Balance for the whole family.

see the 
new selection 

online at 
vincedevito.ca

www.facebook.
com/pages/Vince-
DeVitos-Specialty-

Footwear-LTD

Great selection, professional fitting, 
expert advice, comfort guarantee.

411 Hall Street • Nelson, BC • 250-352-6261 • Toll-free: 1-800-337-1622

Need a New or 
Pre-owNed Vehicle?
Please CheCk Our InventOry at 

www.nelsOnChysler.COm

nelsOn Chrysler 1-800-663-7794
803 Baker, nelsOn

DL
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by Jan McMurray
The news that the Argenta-

Johnson’s Landing Face has been added 
to Meadow Creek Cedar’s operating 
area has triggered another public outcry 
against this troubled forest licencee.

“Anyone who has followed the 
debacle of MCC over the past 10 years 
knows that this is big trouble coming our 
way,” writes Argenta resident Gary Diers 
in a letter encouraging his neighbours to 
speak out against “letting Meadow 
Creek Cedar loose” on the Argenta Face. 
“MCC has destroyed fish habitat; built 
failing roads; failed to rehabilitate sites; 
failed to regenerate cutblocks; provided 
an inadequate fire suppression system; 
hired Mexican workers illegally; failed 
to fully compensate employees and 
contractors; violated WCB standards 

Meadow Creek Cedar in centre of controversy once again
leading to serious injuries; operated 
unsafe trucks on our roads…. I see no 
reason to expect a better performance 
by MCC on our mountainside. This 
sensitive steep area is bordered by the 
Purcell Wilderness Conservancy and our 
communities and contains our domestic 
watersheds. It is entirely inappropriate 
that MCC operate here!”

Garth Wiggill, local forest district 
manager, explained that MCC acquired 
the Argenta Face not as an award of new 
tenure by the ministry, but rather through 
negotiations with the other licencees 
in the Kootenay Lake Forest District. 
“MCC has not gained any volume,” said 
Wiggill. “Their licence hasn’t changed. 
Their annual cut is still 96,000 cubic 
metres.”

Wiggill explained that when land 

was taken out of the working forest 
in the Kootenay Lake district for 
caribou protection, the eight licencees 
operating in the district agreed to give 
and take some of their operating areas 
to ensure each licencee could make its 
annual allowable cut. As MCC lost 35 
percent of its operating area to caribou 
protection, negotiations between the 
licencees have resulted in BCTS giving 
up the Argenta Face to MCC. 

Rod Arnold, Registered Professional 
Forester at MCC, said agreements are 
tentative and negotiations are ongoing 
between the licencees, but MCC is also 
looking at picking up another small area 
in Poplar Creek from BCTS, and some 
areas around Creston from Canfor, to 
make up for the loss to caribou.

MCC’s forest licence has been 

under suspension for the most part since 
2012. The suspension was lifted in May 
2014 when San Group announced it 
was purchasing the licence and the mill, 
and paid the outstanding stumpage fees 
to the Crown. But in November, the 
licence was suspended again when the 
mill burned down and the transfer of 
ownership had not yet gone through. 
This leaves the company in the hands 
of Dale Kooner.

At this point, the licence will be 
under suspension until at least July 2016, 
“unless it changes hands or we cancel 
the licence,” said Wiggill. “So MCC 
is not going to be logging anywhere, 
including the Argenta Face, at least 
until 2016.” 

July 15, 2016 is the company’s 
deadline to meet silviculture obligations. 
The company also has an upcoming 
March 31, 2015 deadline to pay its 
debts to the Crown and get its reporting 
data up to date. If those requirements 
aren’t met by the end of the month, 
the ministry could decide to proceed 
towards cancellation of the licence.

“We share many of the concerns of 
the public and we are seeking to resolve 
the situation in the public interest,” said 
Wiggill. “We have to go through due 
process: suspension, remediation orders, 
checking compliance with remediation 
orders, and then cancellation is one of 
our tools and one of the options that I 
am seriously considering.” 

If the licence were cancelled, the 
Crown would take on the obligations of 
the licence and the taxpayers would pay 
the costs of remediation. 

Rod Arnold says MCC hopes the 
licence and mill will sell to a company 
with deep enough pockets to deal with 
the liabilities. He says there is interest 
from potential buyers, but MCC is 
still waiting to hear the verdict on the 
insurance claim for the mill, which was 
destroyed by fire in November.

Arnold indicated that the company 
would meet the requirements 
of the March 31 deadline. He said 
arrangements have been made to sell the 
logs in the yard, allowing the company 
to pay the outstanding stumpage to the 
Crown. 

As for silviculture obligations, 
Arnold was confident that the company 
would comply with the remediation 
order by the July 2016 deadline. He 
said they planted 115,000 trees last 
year, will plant more than 100,000 this 
year, and 453,000 next year. Although 
that will satisfy the remediation order, 
Arnold said the silviculture backlog 
on the licence would take two further 
plantings of 450,000 trees. “The soonest 
we’d be caught up would be 2018 or 
2019,” he said. 

An account has been set up at the 
Kootenay Savings Credit Union in 
Kaslo to support millworkers who lost 
their jobs when the mill burned down. 
“This is an ongoing fund with ongoing 
needs,” says Area D Director Watson. 
“If you are able to contribute, please do.” 

submitted
NDP MP Alex Atamanenko 

introduced a motion in the House of 
Commons on February 23 urging the 
government to follow Australia and the 
UK’s lead and formally apologize to 
Canada’s British Home Children and 
Child Migrants as well as their families 
and descendants. It is estimated that 
over 11 percent of Canada’s current 
population are descended from British 
home children and child migrants. 

According to the BC MP, between 
the years 1869 and 1948, the Canadian 
government was complicit in a huge 
injustice when it allowed an estimated 
100,000 orphaned or impoverished 
British children to be imported into 
Canada, often without their parents’ 
consent or knowledge, to provide what 
amounted to indentured servitude for 
Canadian farms and households. 

“Torn from family, friends and 
country, these children were met with 

Atamanenko calls for apology to Home Children
severe discrimination and often placed 
with no further monitoring in harsh 
or abusive situations where they were 
exploited,” noted Atamanenko. 

Valley Voice reporter Art Joyce wrote 
a book on the history of the British Home 
Children in western Canada, which was 
published last year. “Canadians have 
largely forgotten this fundamental aspect 
of their history,” he says. “Yet in a very 
real sense this country was built on the 
backs of these children at a time when 
the Canadian agricultural industry was 
just beginning. We’re willing to thank 
our war veterans for their sacrifices but 
we need to do the same for the families of 
these children. It’s a sign of strength, not 
weakness, to come clean and apologize 
for past wrongs.”

Tom Isherwood, a child migrant 
brought to Canada at the age of eight, 
declared, “Never should defenseless, 
lonely, loveless children be treated in 
such a way anywhere in the world. When 

asked to be heard nobody listened – not 
even God, as we were to be seen and 
not heard.” 

Atamanenko hopes that Canadians 
in their numbers will get behind the idea 
of the motion and begin to exert pressure 
on the government until it is moved to 
act. “Facilitating access to locked files 
being held by relevant British agencies 
that continue to hinder survivors and 
descendants of these officially sanctioned 
programs in their efforts to track down 
family members would be a helpful 
step,” notes Atamanenko.

“I believe it is long overdue for our 
government to honour this important part 
of our nation’s story in a way that makes 
certain it is not forgotten by present or 
future generations,” concluded the BC 
MP. “We have a moral duty to apologize 
for our role in the suffering of so many 
to whom we owe such an enormous 
national debt.” 

submitted
This past year, veteran Canadian 

singer/songwriter James Gordon’s 
controversial and exciting new one-man, 
one-puppet show has had successful 
runs in Ontario and has blitzed British 
Columbia, Alberta, Saskatchewan and 
the Northwest Territories

As you can imagine from the title 
– Stephen Harper: The Musical or 
How To Survive and Thrive In The 
Dying Days of the Empire Of Oil – this 
play examines the current Canadian 
political climate and in particular ‘Crime 
Minister’ Stephen Harper. With humour, 
political commentary, pathos, 20 original 
songs, spoken word, hundreds of 
projected images and videos, audience 
participation, and an activist’s passion 
to show where we are and where we 
can go as a nation, this work has special 
relevance as we head into an election 
year.

Stephen Harper: The Musical coming to the Kootenays
Audiences will be familiar with 

James Gordon for his work as a singer-
songwriter, with 40 albums to his credit 
over a 30-year international career. His 
current CD ‘Coyote’s Calling’ reached 
#2 on the Canadian national roots radio 
airplay charts. The album includes songs 
from Stephen Harper: The Musical. 

His three previous plays established 
him as a skilled playwright with an 
eye for using musical theatre as a 
vehicle for pointed social commentary. 
Gordon honed his comedy skills as 
resident songwriter for 12 years with 
CBC radio shows ‘Basic Black’ and 
‘Ontario Morning,’ and 20 years with the 
Canadian folk trio ‘Tamarack’ gave him 
a nationwide outlet for his music about 
Canada’s heritage and identity.

As a special feature exclusive to 
the West Kootenay tour, during the 
performances at the Miners’ Hall in 
Rossland and at the Brilliant Cultural 

Centre, NDP federal candidate Dick 
Cannings will appear on stage with 
James and join in the singing of the 
final song Jack’s Dream; MP Alex 
Atamanenko will join them at the 
Brilliant performance. 

Gordon’s appearances are: March 18 
at the Langham in Kaslo; March 17 at the 
Miners’ Hall, Rossland; March 19 at the 
Brilliant Cultural Centre, Castlegar; and 
March 20 at the Capitol Theatre, Nelson. 
Tickets are $20 plus applicable fees. 

Advance tickets for Kaslo are 
available at Sunnyside Naturals or 
Willow Home Boutique; for Rossland 
at the Alpine Grind Coffee House; for 
Castlegar, call 250-365-3613 ext. 21 
Tuesday to Thursday, 9 am to 3 pm; 
for Nelson call the Capitol Theatre Box 
Office, 250-352-6363, noon to 4:30 pm 
Tuesday through Friday and one hour 
before performances. Charge anytime 
online www.capitoltheatre.bc.ca.
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Join us for a St. Patrick’s Day Party on 
Tuesday, March 17th! Beer specials!

Response 
to Clarence 
denBok

In response to Clarence denBok’s 
letter in the Valley Voice February 25 
issue, where he quoted Sondheim’s 
very nice rhyme, I’d like to offer this: 
“Everybody teaches – and teaches 
all the time.” (From ‘A Course in 
Miracles’)

Richard Eichenauer
Fauquier

Stop the war 
mongering

The Harper-Conservative 
government is synonymous with 
the US/CIA Republican Party. The 
Fortress America War Economy 
is based on fossil fuel extraction 
and use. Try to wage a war without 
fossil fuel.

What we are witnessing is 
fundamentalist Christians battling 
fundamental Muslims – both focused 
on bringing about Armageddon 
through violence. “Do unto others 
as you would have them do unto 
you” explains the so-called Christian 
Harper Conservatives fear-hype 
about terrorism. With all the war 
waged in the Middle East, the trauma 
suffered by countless families – who 
like you and me want peace – is it 
any wonder that terror should come 
to our lands? 

Stop the war mongering, cease 
the excessive fossil fuel extraction. 
Life is and can be such a glorious 
opportunity to love and cherish and 
nurture. Save lives, bring peace back 
to Canada and keep the planet Earth 
viable for our grandchildren.

Susan Eyre
Yahk

Farmers should 
own their own land

I recently received Corky’s 
analysis online, and now read the 
same figures in your recent paper. 

By Corky’s financial analysis, a farm 
that cost $10,000 in 1972 could be 
paid for by a person earning $600 
per month, and that land now being 
worth $400,000 would require a 
wage of 40 times or $24,000 per 
month to be equally accessible. 
Well…that is good simple math, a 
little too simple I think. If you add 
to the equation that the mortgage 
interest rate in 1972 was, if I recollect 
13% or more, and the current rate is 
around 3% then, the affordability of 
that real estate is far less dire. 

It seems to me that a young 
person who decides to pursue an 
agreement to farm someone else’s 
land because the owner can no longer 
do the work is resigning himself 
to a life as a poor tenant farmer, 
otherwise known as a peasant. If you 
have the energy to make it farming, 
you have the energy to find a way to 
get your own land, focus on paying 
it off, and hope the interest rates stay 
low. That is the only way to a happy 
successful conclusion.

Rod Retzlaff
Glade

Beware of 
irradiated food

I cherish independent media! This 
is one of the reasons I volunteer on 
Kootenay Co-op Radio. I do a little show 
called Storm’s Nostalgia on Thursday 
afternoon. It gives me a chance to sit 
down and share my old records but 
more importantly it also affords me the 
opportunity to share also a little food 
for thought.

I read mostly excerpts from the 
Watershed Sentinel from Comox BC, 
the best environmental magazine going, 
but also from Common Ground and The 
New Agora.

It was from the latter I remember 
reading an article that caught my 
eye about food irradiation. I hoped it 
wouldn’t happen here, but alas, it has. 
They don’t label irradiated food, they 
just zap stuff to give it longer shelf 
life and subdue potential pathogens or 

something. Regardless of the motivation 
behind irradiation, it means that although 
the food may be labelled organic it is 
now inert as far as nutrients go because 
anything alive that was in it is now 
dead, or at least in suspended animation. 
Witness the undying organic broccoli 
that has stayed bright green for weeks 
now.

Call me a luddite, but I won’t eat 
microwaved food and this just puts my 
already simple diet into an even simpler 
one – local food only. How does one find 
out if even imported grains have been 
so treated? Small wonder that many are 
suffering from digestive problems these 
days. If irradiating food is such a good 
idea (for the seller not the buyer) why 
are they refusing to label it for the wary 
consumer? Food for thought, eh?

Gabriela Grabowsky
Kaslo

How bad can 
they be?

Often you don’t  know ti l l 
later. Think tobacco, thalidomide, 
asbestos, leaded gas. All of which 
were government approved. And the 
companies who pushed them (and still 
push – think tobacco in third world 
countries today) all knew of their 
dangers but hid the results from both 
government and public. The global 
metering grid scheme for our electricity, 
gas and water (yes, including private 

home well water!) is huge, happening 
all at once, all over the planet and with 
great speed. It is corporate business to 
make money and control resources. 
Governments cannot be relied on 
because they are typically these days 
under corporate control. Smaller local 
governments where the people have 
rallied to a critical mass have had 
some success in refusing them, as have 
some countries like Germany and Italy. 
Governments once this grid is in effect 
will, however, make use of this grid in 
various ways, as in federally mandated 
power rationing (US).

But here’s something new and 
hopeful. In Kelowna (also FortisBC 
territory, and part of the second to last 
region of deployment – we’re last) 
there’s a movement to deny this new 
smart meter grid entirely, saying that 
‘RF off’ isn’t good enough. The maker 
of ‘Take Back your Power’ with others 
have developed a method which has 
halted the installation for those 500 or 
so who have done it. (If you attended 
the Smart Meter Forum in Winlaw last 
November, the naturopathic doctor who 
gave a PowerPoint presentation there is 
one of them.) This method is based on 
making those in charge accountable.

For example, coincidentally and 
with no previous reason or warning, 
the president and CEO of Corix (which 
installs the smart meters for both 
BC Hydro and Fortis) stepped down 

three days after personally receiving 
several hundred notices of liability and 
affadavits. See Kelownasafemeters.
com for this process and check the 
Kelowna Capital News’ three and 
a half page article about it. This is 
a movement growing in leaps and 
bounds. They will streamline the 
process for us here, and we’ll bring 
someone to present on it here soon. In 
the meantime, we have Sam Milham, 
MD, epidemiologist and first scientist 
to alert the world to the danger of dirty 
electricity coming in May. He and 
his assistant (a local electrician who 
has been on this learning curve and 
travels all over the world with him 
now) will establish a pre smart meter 
data baseline and will help us host a 
series of workshops about the issue. 
It’s exciting and your participation is 
critical and appreciated.

This is a situation that has huge 
health implications of which there is no 
doubt and which we must not ignore. In 
our area, they’re starting in August of 
this year and we’ll need time to deflect 
it and protect ourselves. Is it worth the 
risk to let microwave radiation loose 
onto our homes and throughout our 
neighbourhoods 24/7 just to be ‘guinea 
pigs for corporate greed’? Our current 
meters are not hackable and can never 
become part of the global grid. 

Daphne Fields
Slocan
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Erasing history
In 1912, a miner’s cabin was built 

at Bigelow Bay. The cabin is legally 
attached to an adjacent property that 
runs up the hillside. The cabin has been 
in private hands since it was built. The 
land under the cabin eventually became 
a highway reserve, now under the control 
of the village, but it will never be an 
actual road. Because it is within the 
Village of New Denver, the cabin owner 
pays taxes to the Village on a notional 
75’x100’ lot under and on the cabin itself, 
like any other property owner.

Our family purchased the hillside 
lot and cabin in 2010. In June 2012, we 
requested permission from the Village 
of New Denver to formally buy title to 
the land under the cabin, for the assessed 
value of $295,000. Eight months later 
our request was denied, based on the 
desire of mayor and council to retain 
green space according to the Official 
Community Plan. Fourteen months later, 
in April 2014, we were instructed by the 
Village to remove our cabin from the 
land. We outlined our legal position to 
the Village in October, and await their 
response. Almost three years have passed 
since our request to purchase.

Why should the taxpayers of New 
Denver be interested in this property 
issue? Your mayor and council have 
turned down a cash payment for the land 
(now assessed at $263,000), plus annual 
tax revenue (now $2,500), without any 
public knowledge, input, or discussion 
of the issue. Not only do they intend to 
forfeit revenue from a lot that has never 
been available for public use, your 
municipal government is paying legal 
costs and will continue to do so until this 
matter is resolved. 

Sale of the land under the cabin 
is not about the gain or loss of green 
space. Sale of the cabin land formalizes 
a situation that has existed for 103 years.

Bill and Jill Roberts
New Denver

Open letter to 
MLA Katrine 
Conroy

You are the MLA for my area. 
Should I vote for you in the next election?

Some years ago I consulted your 
office in regard to a deficit in the 
Residential Tenancy Act, which makes 
no provision for the death of a tenant. A 
tenant who dies does not end the tenancy 
in compliance with the Act unless he/
she has given 30 days Notice of Intent 
to Die. This causes confusion and, for 
an unscrupulous landlord, an opportunity 
for fraud. Your office advised me in an 
email that “it is not the responsibility 
of the Legislative Assembly to draft, 
amend or abolish legislation,” which is 
strictly the responsibility of the ministry 
in question. The email continued: “The 
primary responsibility of the Legislature 
is to legislate, that is, to make laws.” 
Forgive me if I’m confused here. I 
only immigrated to Canada 50-some 
years ago.

I next contacted your office in 
regard to abusive practices in some 

work places. A few decades ago, 
privatization of a number of government 
services eliminated unions and removed 
oversight and accountability. Today, 
workers who report a hazard in the 
workplace, abuse (in some cases a 
vicious assault), or are forced to apply 
for Workers Compensation due to injury, 
may suddenly discover themselves 
without work shortly after. This time, 
your office advised me that: “It is not the 
responsibility of an MLA to represent her 
constituents in the Legislature.”

Recently, I had a problem with 
ICBC, a Crown Corporation, which 
refused to renew my driver’s licence 
on the grounds that I have an address 
in two different towns/cities. I live in 
Fauquier but get my mail in Burton. I 
am not the only one. Well, golly-gee, did 
I miss something? When did Fauquier 
(pop. less than 300) and Burton (ditto) 
become towns or cities? With the 
help of Paul Peterson, Director of the 
Regional District in which both hamlets 
are situated, I again appealed to your 
office. This time, you replied that there 
was nothing you could do because your 
party is the Opposition.

Pardon my ignorance, but if you 
have nothing to do with legislature, do 
not represent your constituents, and can’t 
do anything anyway because you are a 
member of the Opposition, what exactly 
DO you do? Twiddle your thumbs and 
tweet your friends?

Should I vote for you next time? I 
don’t think so. What’s the point?

Elsje de Boer
Fauquier

Slocan 
microhydro – 
make it smaller 
or forget it

I have watched in amazement as 
the Slocan Village council and its expert 
advisers have taken my little low-impact 
hydro design, which I sold them about 
8-10 years ago, and turned it into an 
oncoming environmental disaster. Some 
places you should not go even if it is 
technically possible. 

My plan had 220 metres of penstock 
and a 66-metre drop, which peripherally 
impacted three pools in the canyon by 
water volume only. 

The civil engineer, water system 
contractor-forestry technician, and 
Dependable Turbines of Port Moody 
who helped me design the system have 
30-40 years experience and are experts 
in their fields. The civil engineer said it 
was the simplest most efficient system 
he had ever seen.

The projected revenue was 
$150,000 per year at three cents per 
kwh; construction costs were estimated 
at $850,000. I designed it to offset the 
costs of an arena a local non-profit was 
attempting to build, but hasn’t yet gained 
enough support from civil government 
to complete. 

Now the local government wants to 
convince us it is a good idea to blast a 
road up above the Springer canyon and 
into the unstable steep slope riparian 

zone. It is proposed to cross the highway 
and into the back of the tourist park. 
This is our mini version of the Northern 
Gateway with blowout potential and 
everything. And yet there appears to be 
very little economic advantage, as the 
rate for power has more than doubled 
for these independent power projects. 

The proposed project will destroy 
7.2 ha of pristine recreational land with 
hiking trails and impact a long distance 
of fish habitat. The invertebrates and 
fish will be impacted due to low water 
volume, particularly in the drier seasons.

I suggest they go back to the simple 
little low-impact project or just forget 
about the whole thing. I am sorry I 
even approached them about it in the 
first place.

Richard Smedbol
Slocan

Jumbo’s 
government 
experts – origins 
to avalanches

Experts are the last word on any 
subject! We trust their expertise! Well, 
maybe, if ...

When the proposed Jumbo Glacier 
Resort (JGR) was being launched, 
government announced that the mega 
industrial resort development would 
nestle inconspicuously into the Central 
Purcell backcountry, and not conflict 
with the BC grizzly bear status as a 
species of special concern.

Government’s own wildlife 
biologists and bear experts were 
mobilized. Reports reached the public 
that those bears and their habitat would 
be very negatively impacted to various 
extremes. Even faster came reports 
that those experts were now taking 
early retirement or being transferred. 
Simultaneously some independent bear 
biologists issued warnings of desecration 
possibilities to the entire Jumbo Valley 
area ecosystem. None of these expert 
findings ever became part of officialdom.

Soon, government announced that 
there were far fewer consequences of 
having a city nearly the size of Nelson 
with an enormous land base plopped 
into that very remote location than had 
previously been announced, and any 
problems with wildlife and habitat would 
be mitigated.

Government’s mitigation experts 
made several proposals. My favourite 
suggested putting a high fence around 
the entire 15,000 acres of the Controlled 
Recreation Area, keeping resortees in, 
and bears out. Another drew public 
outrage. It suggested allowing resortees 
free range, but closing every adjacent 
drainage in the West and East Kootenays 
to all motorized public. Neither of these 
proposals has been heard of since.

Local First Nations were factored 
into the process from the beginning. 
The Shuswap anxiously await promised 
jobs. The Ktunaxa (Kootenay) and 
government were in mitigation 
consultation for many years regarding 
wildlands and wildlife, especially grizzly 
bears. In the end the Ktunaxa did not 

agree with the government’s mitigation 
experts. They then presented their own 
Quat’Muk Declaration to government, 
and launched their judicial review, to 
which expert judgement declared: JGR 
would “not impinge upon” the Home 
of the Spirit of the Grizzly Bear. That 
decision is being appealed.

Coinciding with that time period, 
JGR was obliged to hire an expert 
independent bear biologist to count 
Jumbo’s grizzly bears. His count 
was approximately half of what the 
government’s numbers claimed. 
Government experts quickly negated 
his numbers.

Presently, Jumbo’s wildlands and 
wildlife are expertly mitigated by 
promising: a Wildlife Management Area 
where resource extraction and the public 
will be allowed; keeping the speed on the 
Jumbo Valley road down to 65 KPH; not 
allowing hotdog stands along the way.

After October 12, 2014 we 
anticipated Minister of Environment, 
Mary Polak’s, ‘substantial start’ decision: 
No Jumbo Resort, or, Yes Jumbo Resort. 
Instead we heard it would be delayed 
because RK Heli Ski’s avalanche 
expert announced publicly that JGR 
has positioned the day lodge foundation 
dangerously close to an active avalanche 
path.

Government has rallied their own 
avalanche experts to review and assess 
present materials. JGR has their own 
avalanche expert, and, is working with 
avalanche experts from the Ministry of 
Transportation and Infrastructure. All 
this information will be submitted to 
government’s own avalanche experts to 
review and assess.

The public dares not assume what 
government has in mind for these 
findings and assessments – or when. 
What we do dare to assume, ultimately, 
is that government’s own experts will be 
the right experts to give the right expert 
answers.

Rowena Eloise, Argenta
West Kootenay Coalition for 

Jumbo Wild

Open letter to Garth 
Wiggill, Ministry of 
Forests, Lands & Natural 
Resource Operations

We are dismayed to learn that the 
forested slopes of the Argenta Face 
have been transferred from BCTS forest 
licence to the licence of Meadow Creek 
Cedar. Given Meadow Creek Cedar’s 
extremely poor performance over the last 
10 years, we feel this to be an extremely 
vindictive move. If there was a need to 
reallocate this cut it should have been 
awarded to operators with a proven 
track record.

During this period the government 
has bent over backwards to make timber 
available so that this company could get 
back on its feet. What have we to show 
for it – secure jobs? No! Instead we have 
a litany of abuses from the destruction 
of fish habitat to the failure of logging 
roads. This company has squandered 
its profits from Crown forests while 

failing to regenerate cutblocks. It has 
failed to rehabilitate sites; provided an 
inadequate fire suppression system; hired 
Mexican workers illegally; failed to fully 
compensate employees and contractors; 
violated WCB standards leading to 
serious injuries; and operated unsafe 
trucks on our roads. 

With this litany of abuse and 
noncompliance, how can this company 
continue to be awarded public timber, 
especially on the steep and sensitive 
slopes above a rural community? Under 
the Results Based Code performance 
has to be extremely poor for a company 
to have its licence suspended. The fact 
is with this company’s repeated poor 
performance this licence should be 
cancelled and reapportioned. The forests 
ministry under this current regime is not 
capable of preventing environmental 
destruction as inspections are done after 
the fact. Both the BC Auditor General 
and the BC Forest Practices Board have 
made strong comments regarding the 
lack of government oversight of the 
forest industry.

Allegedly the timber volume on the 
Argenta Face is being transferred to MCC 
to replace cut lost mainly in the Duncan 
due to the Caribou GAR order. But the 
majority of this cut was unavailable to 
MCC years before because biodiversity 
objectives of the Kootenay Boundary 
Higher Level Plan Order (KBHLPO) 
couldn’t be met because of the huge 
overcut in old growth allowed during 
the first entry into the valley in the late 
1970s. The distances involved for road 
building and maintenance (130 km to 
the headwaters) over many extreme 
terrain features has always meant that 
this is very marginal timber even at the 
best market conditions. The fact that the 
Duncan River Valley contributed to the 
AAC has resulted in an inflated cut in 
the rest of the license area that cannot 
be sustained. 

The 2008 GAR order allowed for 
logging to be completed in the Westfall 
River valley, approximately half way 
up the Duncan. The company that had 
the cutting rights ended up high-grading 
the valley taking all the easily accessible 
valley bottom old growth spruce and 
some token cedar-hemlock stands and 
still allegedly lost money and abandoned 
the remainder of the license leaving it 
uncompleted. If this was the case for a 
bona fide company certainly MCC with 
the way it has operated over the last ten 
years could not afford to access this 
timber if it was available, thus making 
it economically inoperable. 

As a result the cut volumes attributed 
to MCC from the Duncan River should 
be removed from their AAC entirely and 
should not be compensated with volumes 
of timber from Argenta-Johnson’s 
Landing Face. MCC has demonstrated 
that it is unworthy of the public trust 
and cannot be trusted to log in a safe 
and sound matter, and has been unable 
to provide gainful employment to 
Kootenay Lake residents.

We urge that this decision be 
reversed immediately.

Craig Pettitt, Director
Valhalla Wilderness Society
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by Art Joyce
It had more the feeling of a 

family reunion than a book launch. 
Author Kathleen Rodgers, associate 
professor of sociology at the University 
of Ottawa, released the paperback 
edition of her new book, Welcome to 
Resisterville: American Dissidents 
in British Columbia, at Knox Hall 
the evening of March 5. Many of the 
people interviewed for the book were 
present and comparing notes about 
their arrival in the Slocan Valley some 
four decades ago. These included both 
former Americans as well as Canadians 
who moved to the valley seeking a more 
wholesome, natural way of life.

Rodgers was raised in Winlaw and 
attended Mt. Sentinel School. Although 
her parents were not immigrants or 
back-to-the-landers, many of her 
school friends were part of this local 
counterculture. Rodgers left the valley to 
pursue her studies at McGill University 
and eventually obtain her PhD in 
sociology. She said it wasn’t until she 
began travelling to other parts of the 
world that it dawned on her what a 
unique and special culture existed here. 

“I was unaware that the mountains 
and the river that were so clean were 
really an oasis in the world. I think I 
annoyed people because everywhere 
I went I told people how wonderful a 
place it was and how it was the best place 
I’d ever been.”  

Welcome to Resisterville was 
inspired by this realization, which fuelled 
her desire to apply her sociological 

Welcome to Resisterville book launch a success
skills to the development of the book. 
Rodgers says she used the title ironically. 
The term ‘resisterville’ was coined of 
Nelson by the New York Times during 
the controversy over the war resisters 
monument 10 years ago. 

“The debate about the war resisters 
statue re-ignited the early prejudices 
and attitudes, including the anti-
Americanism,” said Rodgers. “When I 
started the project the statue debate had 
just erupted so it was a hard moment 
to try to get people to open up. It was 
a huge leap of trust for them to share 
their stories.”

Although the book does detail 
ways in which the newcomers to the 
region resisted mainstream culture – 
particularly on environmental issues 
– it’s more about the lasting cultural 
impact they’ve had. That legacy has 
resulted in many institutions that remain 
to this day, such as the Kootenay Co-
op, the Whole School, the Vallican 
Whole, Rural Alternatives Research 
and Training Society (RARTS), Valhalla 
Wilderness Society and many others. 
Rodgers’ research shows a gradual shift 
in political consciousness in the region 
that began in the late 1960s with the 
arrival of the first migrants from south of 
the border. By the mid-70s, for example, 
support for the BC Social Credit party 
had declined from a majority to a 
minority. The West Kootenay has been 
mostly an NDP stronghold ever since.

Rodgers said what really surprised 
her when she started doing the interviews 
for the book was that she’d assumed 

most of these immigrants knew one 
another’s stories. That didn’t turn out 
to be the case. In part this had to do 
with a sense of anti-Americanism that 
was prevalent in Canadian culture at 
the time they arrived. And it had to 
do with the angry opposition counter-
culturalists faced, resulting in boycotts 
and sometimes threats. Nancy Guise, 
who emigrated here 37 years ago, said 
she is one of those who never shared 
her story. During her research Rodgers 
found many others who had yet to do so.  

This opposition was mitigated by 

the support they received from groups 
such as the Quakers in Argenta and the 
Doukhobors. The Quakers were part of 
an ‘underground railroad’ network for 
draft resisters and helped them with safe 
houses and other immigration support. 
Doukhobor support was more individual 
but no less critical to the survival of 
these newcomers, many of whom were 
well educated but lacked country living 
skills. American immigrant Audrey 
Work tells of staying in a cabin owned 
by Doukhobors in Glade and finding 
a fresh pot of borscht on the front step 

when she came home from teaching at 
the local school. It was acts of kindness 
like this that helped build bridges across 
cultures in the region. Shared values 
such as their dedication to pacifism 
linked these American immigrants with 
the very different cultures of the Quakers 
and Doukhobors. And in the decades 
since, a ‘live and let live’ attitude seems 
to have eased those early tensions. To 
this day the region is known as a haven 
for those seeking a more holistic way of 
life, one that respects nature and fosters 
creativity. 

Former Mayor Gary Wright was one of those profiled in Kathleen Rodgers’ new book, Welcome to Resisterville, which was launched 
at Knox Hall in New Denver March 5. 

by Jan McMurray
Two women who have had some 

success in getting government and 
corporations ‘to do the right thing’ 
after major environmental disasters 
spoke at the Nelson United Church on 
February 25. 

Jacinda Mack, mining response 
coordinator of the Northern Shuswap 
Tribal Council, and Marilyn Burgoon 
of the Perry Ridge Water Users 
Association shared their experiences 
of the Mt. Polley tailings pond breach 
and the Lemon Creek jet fuel spill.

On August 4, 2014, the people, 
animals and vegetation in Jacinda 
Mack’s territory were greatly affected 
when 25 million cubic metres of 
mining waste emptied into Polley Lake, 
Hazeltine Creek and Quesnel Lake. 

However, out of the disaster has 
come an opportunity for the Northern 
Shuswap people. “We are talking 
with government now about mining 
reform,” said Mack. “We have been 
working closely with the Ministry of 
Environment, the Ministry of Energy 
and Mines, and with mining companies. 
This has never happened before in our 
territory with our people. We achieved 
more immediately after the crisis than 
we have in the last 20 years.”

In response to the disaster, the 
Northern Shuswap people worked 
with the University of Victoria and 
developed a mining policy based on 
legislated best practices from around 
the world. It was finalized and posted on 
the Northern Shuswap Tribal Council 
website on December 1, 2014 and has 

been downloaded 1200 times. Mack 
reported that Montana is changing its 
regulations to follow the policy, and 
Montana is not the only jurisdiction 
doing that. 

“We are now at the table influencing 
what is happening in our territory,” 
she said. “The work we are doing is 
exhausting, but we are doing it for our 
children and grandchildren.”

Marilyn Burgoon spoke of the 
public health and environmental 
impacts of the Lemon Creek fuel spill 
on July 26, 2013, and of her efforts to 
get accountability from the Province 
and the fuel company, Executive Flight 
Centre. “We were expecting the federal 
fisheries department to come in and do 
its job, but a year went by and there 
was no move by the government to lay 
charges,” she said.

So, Burgoon decided to lay charges 
herself. The idea to prosecute privately 
came from Alexandra Morton, who did 
the same thing in a case against a fish 
farm company on the coast. 

“If you know that a criminal 
act was done by a corporation or 
government, you have the right under 
the Constitution to take them to court 
and to press charges,” said Burgoon.

In Morton’s case, the federal 
government stepped in and proceeded 
with the prosecution. Burgoon would 
like that to happen in her case as well, 
as court costs are prohibitive and she 
believes this is the federal government’s 
responsibility. “Someone is liable 
when they break the law, so I think 

Mt. Polley and Lemon Creek 
disasters: seeking accountability

continued on page 7
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government should be enforcing what 
few laws we have.”

Burgoon and her lawyers, with 
help from West Coast Environmental 
Law, won the first battle when they 
proved to the judge that the case has 
merit. Burgoon knows it may be a long 
ordeal, but she says, “We can’t allow 
government and corporations to not be 

accountable. We have the rights to force 
them into taking responsibility.”

Burgoon says the federal 
government may yet take over the 
case if there is enough public pressure. 
She is encouraging people to send a 
letter to the Canadian and BC Attorney 
Generals. Find the letter at www.wcel.
org/resources/environmental-law-alert/
demand-justice-lemon-creek.

continued from page 6
Mt. Polley and Lemon Creek disasters: seeking accountability

submitted
Former Cranbrook mayor and 

longtime public servant Wayne 
Stetski intends to run for Member 
of Parliament for the NDP in the 
federal riding of Kootenay Columbia, 
which now includes Kaslo and 
Nelson. Members of the NDP riding 
association will affirm Stetski as their 
candidate to run against the current 
Conservative MP, David Wilks, 
at their nominating convention on 
Sunday, March 15 in Cranbrook.

Stetski says he is “committed 
to doing his part to ensure that the 
Conservative government comes to 
an end at the next election. Stephen 
Harper has inflicted serious damage 
on our country, making it more and 
more difficult to even recognize the 
Canada we know and love.

“Whether it is our reputation on 
the international stage or our record 
on protecting the lakes and rivers 
we love, Stephen Harper’s record is 
embarrassing for Canadians. I’m not 
just running against Stephen Harper’s 
record, I’m running because I believe 
that the people of this area deserve 
to be represented by someone who 
is willing to stand up and fight for 

Former Cranbrook Mayor, Wayne Stetski wants to be NDP candidate in Kootenay Columbia
their interests.

“Since his election in 2011, 
David Wilks has been heard to 
saying he is not allowed to vote the 
way his constituents want him to in 
parliament. He can only vote the way 
Stephen Harper tells him to, even 
when his constituents tell him that 
they strongly disagree.

“Democracy is poorly served by 
silencing a whole region in this way. 
If you live in Nelson, Kaslo or Salmo, 
you’ve had the benefit of an MP in 
Alex Atamanenko who constantly 
speaks up for his communities.

“I want to continue that work for 
the people of this region. I’m going 
to be that strong voice in Ottawa.”

Stetski was Kootenay Regional 
Manager for the Ministry of 
Environment where he oversaw 
offices in Nelson, Cranbrook, 
Invermere and Revelstoke. He began 
his career as a seasonal Park Naturalist 
with Parks Canada in university, then 
spent many years with the Ministry of 
Environment.

Members of the public are 
welcome to join Stetski and the rest of 
the Kootenay Columbia membership 
at the Manual Training Centre in 

Cranbrook at 1 pm on Sunday, 
March 15 as he officially kicks off 

his campaign.
He will travel throughout this area 

meeting with people across the riding 
right through until Election Day.

submitted
New solar energy systems will 

be installed at Lucerne School and 
Nakusp Elementary, thanks to funding 
from the Ministry of Education’s 
Carbon Neutral Capital Program. 
School District 10 Arrow Lakes has 
received $49,827 for the two solar 
systems.

Students will be involved in the 
installation and monitoring of the 
system to enhance their education 
experience.

“Bringing a new solar energy 
system or an electric vehicle to a school 
district can not only save energy, but can 
also spark opportunities for students 

Lucerne and Nakusp Elementary to get solar systems
to learn about new technology,” 
said Minister of Education Peter 
Fassbender.

A total of $5 million was distributed 
to 24 school districts for energy projects 
under this program. Proposals were 
evaluated on greenhouse gas emission 
reductions and operational cost savings, 
along with the level of contributions 
available for the project from the 
district and energy service partners.

The ministry launched this program 
in 2012 to compensate school districts 
for the amount they paid each year to 
purchase carbon offsets, which funded 
projects that reduced greenhouse gas 
(GHG) emissions and saved money. 

Wayne Stetski intends to run for Member of Parliament for the NDP in the federal riding of Kootenay Columbia.
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LOCAL MAN 
WINS GOLD

Congrats to Bill Johnston of 
Rosebery for his Gold Medal 

in Biathlon at the Water 
Valley Winter Olympics held 

on Feb 15, 2015.

Way to Go Bill
Faster! Higher! Stronger!

LUNCH & LEARN SESSIONS
for

SLOCAN VALLEY BUSINESSES
Come out for a complimentary lunch and presentation, followed by a Q&A

How Community Futures can Help Your Business
with Andrea Wilkey, Community Futures

Friday March 27: Threads Guild, 11-12
Friday, March 27: Crescent Valley Hall, 1-2

Thursday, April 2: Knox Hall, 12-1
Workplace Training

with Gregg Neelin, Selkirk College
Thursday, April 30: Knox Hall 12-1
Friday May 1: Threads Guild, 11-12

Friday, May 1: Crescent Valley Hall, 1-2
Wage Subsidy Programs

with Bob Wright, Work BC
Thursday June 4: Knox Hall, 12-1

Friday, June 5: Threads Guild, 11-12
Friday, June 5: Crescent Valley Hall, 1-2

Contact: www.slocanvalley.com or slocanvalleyedc@gmail.com 
Sponsored by the Slocan Valley Economic Development Commission and the 

Slocan District Chamber of Commerce as part of the Business Retention & 
Expansion Project

$

$

$

$

VILLAGE OF 
NEW DENVER

CAMPSITE ATTENDANT
The Corporation of the Village of New Denver requires a Camp-
ground Attendant for the 2015 season. An information package 
about the position will be available at the Village Office any time 
after noon on Friday, March 13.  

Please submit applications to the Village of New Denver, in per-
son at 115 Slocan Avenue, by mail at PO Box 40, New Denver, 
BC V0G 1S0 or by email to office@newdenver.ca. Closing date 
for applications is 4:00 pm on Friday, March 27, 2015.  

W.E. Graham Community School 
2015/2016 Registrations

W.E. Graham Community School is now accepting registrations 
for all students in grades K-8, as well we are accepting appli-
cation for the Valhalla Wilderness Program. The programs at 
WEG are intended to engage students through a wide variety 
of Outdoor and Experiential experiences.

The Nature Primary Class (Kindergarten to 3) spends a 
minimum of 2 afternoons a week exploring the local environ-
ment and is actively involved in the use and development of the 
outdoor classroom area along the Slocan Rail Trail. Students 
will learn how to become good stewards of the environment 
through interactive experiences, discussions, critical thinking 
and hands-on projects.  In addition to the educational value of 
nature-based programming are the health benefits of getting 
outdoors.  Students are given a clothing list so they can be 
prepared for all weather.

The Outdoor Education Leadership Program is geared 
towards our grade 6/7 and 8 students. The OELP combines ex-
periential activities with core academics to create a program that 
fosters leadership, resilience, an awareness of the outdoors, 
self-confidence and outdoor skills. The program includes day 
trips as well as extended out-trips.

The Valhalla Wilderness Program is a one of a kind junior 
wilderness program that has achieved an international reputa-
tion for excellence. This program focuses on creating a one of 
a kind experience which involves backcountry skiing, mountain 
biking, hiking, and canoeing. The students receive certificates 
in avalanche awareness as well as first aid. This program in-
volves 5/6 extended out trips as well as day trips every Friday. 
In conjunction with the outdoor experience the students are 
also in class for a regular selection of academic classes and 
integrated curriculum experiences. Spaces in this program are 
limited and an application process is required in addition to a 
regular registration form. If you are not in the W.E. Graham 
catchment area it is important that you complete a school 
transfer form by Monday, March 30, 2015.

If you have any questions regarding W.E. Graham or the spe-
cific programs please do not hesitate to contact the Ed Nielsen 
(Principal) at 1-250-355-2212 or by email enielsen@sd8.bc.ca.

by Katrine Campbell
• Councillor Henning von Krogh 

asked council, at the request of the 
Beaton Arm Crossing Association, to 
send a letter to Transportation Minister 
Todd Stone supporting’s BACA’s 
efforts to have a fixed link built to 

New Denver council, February 24: Council agrees to support fixed link on Arrow Lakes
replace the Shelter Bay/Galena ferry. 
The motion was carried.

• Von Krogh reported on the Public 
Works and Water activities: repairs 
on the museum store room floor are 
almost completed (“you can jump up 
and down and not fall through”); CAO 

Bruce Woodbury has the manual and 
the field experience to help the crew 
do an assessment of the pavement; 
PWW is working on a five-year plan 
for preventive maintenance.

• Vern Gustafson was authorized 
to attend a dike management and 
inspection training workshop in Creston.

• Council authorized in-kind 
support for the Slocan Lake Garden 
Society (SLUGS) in their work on the 
Kohan Garden. This includes labour 
and equipment, and printing posters for 
the 25th anniversary event July 26. The 
SLUGS plan to extend the automated 
irrigation system, install interpretive 
signage, and replace the dying birch tree 
at the entrance. SLUGS was authorized 
to engage Paulson Mechanical Systems 
to extend the irrigation system to serve 
the newly developed service area. 

The Village will provide a letter of 
support for the SLUGS’ applications 
for grant funding to offset costs of the 
anniversary celebration.

• Von Krogh reported on the 
Regional Hospital District. The board 
wants to reserve up to $2 million, which 
would mean a tax increase amounting 
to $8.76 a year on a $200,000 house.

He also said he had attended the 
Treaty Advisory Commission meeting, 
which he said was “very interesting” 
but all in camera so he couldn’t actually 
report anything.

• Mayor Ann Bunka’s report said 

the RDCK had confirmed Councillors 
David Hodsall as the Village rep 
to Rec Commission #6 and Nadine 
Raynolds as the rep to the Slocan Valley 
Economic Development Commission.

The district is contributing $4,000 
to the Village of Nakusp for hosting 
the AKBLG. 

The RDCK has submitted a 
resolution to the AKBLG calling for 
a provincial task force “to investigate 
funding levels, treatment and 
management of persons in emotional 
distress or who have active and 
pervasive mental health disorders.”

The board authorized: signing a 
licence for tenure over Crown land 
for the Rosebery transfer station for a 
30-year term; signing a fire protection 
agreement with the Village for a term 
ending December 31, 2019.

The RDCK will develop an 
education campaign in conjunction with 
regional fire chiefs re: the importance of 
visibility, placement and style of house 
numbers. The campaign would occur 
during the summer and fall to catch 
absentee owners.

Bunka met with RCMP Cpl Ryan 
Fehler. He is leaving at the end of the 
school year; two of the three constables 
will transfer out soon. The DARE (Drug 
Abuse Resistance Education) is in the 
school. Bunka repeated the Village’s 
concerns about community presence 
and policing.

She met with the SLUGS and 
reported the society is looking for a 
fourth director; its projects this year 
include work on the service area, a 
memorial for Stan Wilson, waterfront 
signage, extending irrigation and the 
25th anniversary celebration.

• Council approved the Village 
applying for a $500 grant from CBT 
to involve Katrina Sumrall’s class in 
creating a vegetable garden display 
at the Nikkei Internment Memorial 
Centre; the participating students will 
be granted passes for a free admission 
to the Centre.

• The following items were brought 
out from in camera:

- Shannon Hodsall was appointed as 
the community rep to Rec Commission 
#6. (Councillor David Hodsall declared 
a conflict and left the council chambers 
for this item.)

- Richard Allin was appointed as 
the community rep to the Rosebery 
Parklands and Trails Commission. 
(Councillor Heather Fox declared a 
conflict and left the council chambers, 
as her spouse was one of those seeking 
appointment.)

- Council consented to the 
discharge of the Statutory Right of Way 
at the Graupe property, 1598 Highway 
31A, and the mayor and CAO were 
authorized to sign Land Title Act Form 
C, subject to all costs being borne by the 
property owners.

by Jan McMurray
Cam Huss and Madaline Walters, 

a young couple from New Denver, had 
a baby girl on February 22. Three days 
later, Baby Shaylynn had to have open 
heart surgery.

Shaylynn was born with a serious 
heart defect. BC Children’s Hospital, 
where she was born, will be her home 
away from home for her early years.

“The hope is that this surgery 
will enable her to grow and develop 
until her next heart surgery, which is 
expected to occur within the first few 

Shaylynn Huss born with heart defect
months of life,” says her cardiac nurse, 
Anna Murray. “She will require at 
least one additional surgery before she 
starts kindergarten. Shaylynn will need 
close medical followup from the BC 
Children’s Cardiology Team throughout 
her childhood.”

Maddy and her mother, Ruby, have 
been staying at the Ronald McDonald 
House in Vancouver since January 14. 
They hope to bring Shaylynn home to 

Castlegar for a little while soon. The 
first trip home will probably be three 
weeks long, and then Shaylynn will be 
due back at the hospital for a check-up.

An account has been set up at 
Kootenay Savings Credit Union, South 
Slocan branch, number 1517887, for 
those who wish to help the family with 
their travel costs.

Keep updated by visiting the 
Facebook page, ‘I heart Baby Shaylynn.’

Cam Huss and Maddy Walters’ new baby girl has had her first open heart surgery. She is 
expected to need two more before she enters kindergarten.

Arts Council Outreach 
meeting scheduled
submitted

The Slocan Lake Gallery Society, our 
local Arts Council, is hosting a gathering 
of organizations and individuals to 
promote the arts, culture and heritage 
of our communities. The Arts Council 
would like to sponsor co-operative 
events and foster networking with and 
among the participating organizations 
and individuals. 

The meeting will be held from 10 
am to noon on March 28 at Knox Hall, 
New Denver and is supported by the BC 
Arts Council. 
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The plump grey AMERICAN DIPPER
resides year-round at the edge of our fast-
flowing Slocan streams and is recognized 
by its repetitive bobbing motion. An 
extra eyelid, plus scales that close their 
nostrils, allow them to dive and ‘fly’ un-
derwater in search of insect larvae, fish 
eggs and fry. Extra oil and down keeps 
them warm. These birds are indicators of 
a healthy aquatic ecosystem.

slocanlakess.com

SPRING GRANTS 
FUNDED BY REC. 

COMM. #6
NON-PROFIT GROUPS 

for Villages of New Denver, 
Silverton and Area H.

APPLICATIONS AVAILABLE AT:
Village of New Denver and Silver-
ton Offices or email reccomm6@

gmail.com for applications or 
information.

Applications close 
March 27, 2015

SEED STARTING TIME!
We have what you need to be successful.

7 seed companies to choose from, starter mix, trays, inserts, 
domes, heat mats, lights, watering cans, sprayers, gloves, fertilizers

NOW OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
(250) 359-5926

*like our Facebook page to see all the great new products and gardening tips*

New Denver Community 
Pharmacy

250-353-2224

Watch for Opening 
Day Announcement! 
NEW DENVER COMMUNITY PHARMACY 

IS HAPPY TO WELCOME new staff 
members TO OUR TEAM,  WENDY 
LETORIA, Pharmacist...and  JUNE 
MCMILLAN, Front Store Specialist  

Serving all of your health and wellness needs

by Art Joyce 
Through the Slocan Valley 

Directed Fund process, SVEDC 
has identified broadband as one of 
the Slocan Valley’s top priorities, 
along with local food security. At its 
meeting in Slocan council chambers 
February 26, the commission hosted 
Aimee Ambrosone of the Columbia 
Basin Broadband Corporation to 
explore ways the CBBC could 
provide support for broadband in 
the valley.

Ambrosone  out l ined  the 
CBBC’s mandate – a five-year 
plan to establish a Columbia Basin 
fibre optic broadband network. The 
Columbia Basin Trust subsidiary 
acquired the fibre assets of the 
Columbia Mountain Open Network 
and has an agreement with Shaw, 
resulting in a fibre optic ‘backbone’ 
from Nelson to Crawford Bay, east 
to Elkford and Sparwood and as 
far north as Canal Flats in the East 
Kootenay. The West Kootenay – in 
particular the Slocan Valley – poses 
major challenges to extending this 
network. The main fibre optic trunk 

Slocan Valley EDC discusses need for broadband
line in the valley is owned by Telus, 
which has not yet ‘lit up’ most of 
the ‘dark’ fibre. Laying fibre optic 
cable is estimated to cost $40,000 per 
kilometer, explained Ambrosone, so 
a line from South Slocan to Nakusp 
would cost over $4 million. That is 
not an option for CBBC at this time. 

S h a w  h a s  s h o w n  m o r e 
willingness to partner with CBBC 
and local ISPs, but its service only 
reaches as far as Crescent Valley. 
Currently, ADSL service exists in 
New Denver, Slocan and Appledale 
in the upper valley, but service in 
Slocan varies depending on location. 
Those within the village and on the 
west side of the river are well served 
but service problems have been 
reported in the Marcus Road area. 

Area H Director Walter Popoff 
reported that he had been involved 
in engineering the fibre optic line 
in the valley prior to retirement. His 
preference would be to see the ‘dark’ 
fibre ‘lit up’ rather than building 
more wireless towers in the valley. 
Bandwidth degrades from tower to 
tower with wireless transmission. 

SVEDC Chair Leah Main said 
probably the greatest legacy of 
CMON had been in lobbying hard 
for the Connecting Communities 
agreement with the Province and 
Telus, which provided subsidies 
for establishing internet access 
in rural communities. She added 
that current bandwidth is far from 
adequate, which is why hospitals 
and schools have sought a direct 
fibre optic connection for both speed 
and security. 

Connecting Communit ies 
subsidies have been succeeded 
by a BC government initiative 
known as Network BC, however 
this program provides primarily 
logistical and capacity building 
support rather than financial 
incentives. The BC Broadband 
Satellite Initiative program has 
$2 million available to help cover 
one-time satellite installations 
in remote areas. The updated 
2011 Connecting BC agreement 
stipulates that, “the ongoing business 
decisions of Telus affecting rural 
and remote communities and 

locales should consider the goal 
of maintaining and progressively 
enhancing connectivity.” It further 
notes that one of the objectives 
of Connecting BC is “to maintain 
access to broadband Internet services 
in those communities connected 
under the Connecting Communities 
Agreement, and to facilitate 
the establishment of last mile 
connectivity in those communities 
and locales where last  mile 
connectivity was not established as 
of the date of this agreement.” This 
would seem to apply to communities 
such as Silverton and Winlaw, which 
remain under-served. 

Another stated aim of the 
Connecting BC agreement is to 
“enhance the coordination between 
Telus, the Province and ISPs in 
rural and remote communities and 
locales in order to more effectively 
pursue connectivity initiatives.” 
Article 4 of the agreement, ‘CO 
Live Status,’ states the goal of 
increasing “availability of local 
broadband services to end users 
in each community and to foster 
open competition in the delivery 
of local broadband services in each 
community.” ‘CO Live Status’ means 
a Central Office in a community able 
to consistently support broadband 
carrier services. The agreement 
gives Telus a ‘turn down option’ for 
CO live status if there is no ISP in 
the community with a valid Master 
Wholesale Services Agreement 
(MWSA) with Telus. To make a local 
ISP more feasible, the agreement 
states that Telus “shall pay all of 
the costs to connect the first eligible 
ISP to a designated Central Office” 
in a community without an active 

ISP. Unfortunately there seem to be 
few provisions for enforcement in 
the agreement, with reporting to the 
Province voluntary. 

Ambrosone said the best role 
for CBBC at this time would be 
advocacy and lobbying. “What 
you can do as citizens is inform 
yourselves,” she said. “Find out what 
the needs and issues are and liaise 
with politicians to put pressure on.”

submitted
Members  o f  the  S locan 

Valley Economic Development 
Commission have spent a fair bit 
of time over the past two years 
determining just how to use the 
Community Directed Funds that 
Columbia Basin Trust has asked 
them to administer.

“On the face of it, distributing 
$300,000 to the Slocan Valley 
community seemed an exciting 
prospect – until we realized we also 
had to create the process and the 
rules around how we would do this,” 
said SVEDC Chair Leah Main. 

The commission realized early 
on that as a group of volunteers, they 
had neither the time nor the expertise 
to accurately gauge the needs and the 
desires of the valley community, so 

SVEDC says community chooses areas of need for funding
they hired WithInsight Consulting to 
implement a valley-wide community 
engagement process. A series of 10 
public sessions, an online survey, 
and individual interviews revealed 
the areas of most interest to the 
people who chose to participate in 
the process. The top five areas of 
interest are agriculture, business 
development, coordination and 
communication, trail development 
and transportation.

The results of the community 
engagement process will be used to 
guide the commission in defining the 
criteria it will use, and in establishing 
a process to solicit requests to 
support projects that will benefit the 
residents of the Slocan Valley. This 
discussion was begun at the last 
SVEDC meeting on February 26, 

and a working group was formed 
to develop these tools. The group 
will report back at the commission’s 
March 18 meeting. 

“I t  has  been a  long and 
painstaking process,” said Main, 
“but we really want to get it right. The 
Slocan Valley is a diverse community 
– we want to use this money in ways 
that will benefit the entire valley, and 
we want the impact to last.”

The WithInsight report will be 
published on the SVEDC website 
www.slocanvalley.com.

submitted
The next ‘Food for Thought’ 

talk hosted by the Hidden Garden 
Gallery features former MLA and 
multi-portfolio cabinet minister 
Corky Evans.

Following his retirement from 
the provincial legislature in 2009, 
Evans continues to be busy and 
committed to community. He 
returned to farming, taking care of 
the land and growing organic food 
for many folks in the West Kootenay 
region.

Corky is known for many things, 
but two important ones include the 
development of the Slocan Valley 
Forest Management Project, and his 
dynamic storytelling that engages 
all aspects of land activism and 
social commentary. In his retirement 
speech, he encouraged his colleagues 
to ‘‘refuse to say words that are not 
your own. You wouldn’t let anybody 
else put you in a box, so don’t do it 
to yourself.”

Corky Evans lives by his 

Corky Evans speaks about food, 
farming and stuff like that

word. The Hidden Garden Gallery 
Invites you to his talk ‘Out of the 
Box’, Sunday, March 15, at 7:30 
pm at Knox Hall in New Denver. 
Admission is by donation to benefit 
the Gallery.
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Concrete, stone, and tile
Interior and Exterior

• Power trowel concrete 
finishing

• Concrete stamping and 
acid staining

• Forming
• Tile setting
• Cultured and natural 

stone installation

Creative masonry 
solutions for your home 

and business.

Patrick Baird
250-354-8562

www.elementconcrete.ca

submitted
The Nelson BC SPCA Farm Animal 

Advocacy group recently toured Quack 
Me Up egg farm and hatchery in 
Winlaw, and loved what they saw.

It’s always interesting to hear how 
a Kootenay farmer first got started. For 
Mee Len Dickie, it was adopting her dog 
Valley three years ago. 

“Now we have a dog, we can 
get some poultry and start a little 
homestead,” she thought.

A friend provided her first nine 
ducklings, and Mee Len soon discovered 
an insatiable passion. Ducks breed fast, 
and three years later she is the proud 
owner of a thriving egg and hatchery 
operation with a flock of 300. The farm, 
quirkily named Quack Me Up, is three 
lush acres of gardens, pasture and ponds. 
To the Farm Animal Advocacy group’s 
eyes, it seemed more of a duck vacation 
resort than a farm. The ducks apparently 
agree; their wings are not clipped but 
they rarely fly more than a few hundred 
feet away and always come home. 

Mee Len, with the support of 
husband Jason, built the farm from 
scratch. It was clearly a huge amount of 
work, a true labour of love. She created 
the pool and creek with a rototiller and 
shovel. Jason built the small group 
housing, complete with lights and cozy 
straw bedding. They have 14 breeds of 
ducks, and each breed has been trained 
to enter its own house. 

“When I come in the evening, I 
say, ‘okay guys, it’s time.’ And they all 
separate into different houses.”

She loves what she does. 
“Being here on the farm doing 

physical labour, being with my family 
and the animals, brings me joy. It’s a 
better way of life.” 

The eggs are more expensive than 
battery eggs for some very good reasons. 
The ducks have lots of space and live 
natural lives. They eat a special high 
quality grain mix, garden greens, native 
vegetation and invertebrates found on 
the pasture. In contrast, battery-raised 
chickens eat pellets, are confined for 

Quack Me Up, a haven for ducks
life, and subject to cruel and invasive 
procedures. 

There is a lot of organic waste 
with raising animals and its disposal 
in factory farm operations is a huge 
concern. Quack Me Up farm waters 
the gardens from the duck pond and 
composts the manure. The fabulous 
vegetable garden is testament to the 
nutrient cycle that develops on a small 
farm. 

Mee Len says that farming ducks 
rather than chickens has advantages. 
Ducks have a higher body temperature, 
so along with their downy feathers, they 
can withstand cold very well, she notes. 
Ducks are also quite disease resistant.

The eggs themselves are different 
from chicken eggs, with more omega 3 
fats, and more protein. People allergic 
to chicken eggs can eat duck eggs. Mee 
Len also raises ducklings for live sale 
throughout BC. She designed a box 
suitable for travel, with bedding, food 
and water. All their ducklings arrive 
safely, peeping, at their destination.

Mee Len wants to get SPCA 
Certified. Unfortunately, there isn’t a 
duck certification available, but she 
hopes to work with the BC SPCA 
to develop a standard which assures 
domestic ducks of humane living 
conditions and the freedom to express a 
full range of natural behaviours.

“We left the farm with a dozen fresh 
eggs, which shortly after were cooked 
into the most delicious omelet we’ve 
ever tasted!” said Lorraine Raits from 
the Farm Animal Advocacy group. 
“Their taste is similar to chicken eggs, 
just richer and more flavourful. Give 
them a try!”

 Quack Me Up eggs are in the 
Kootenay Co-op, Save-On, and stores in 
the Slocan Valley, Nakusp and Trail. For 
more info see http://quackmeupfarm.
com.

To find out more about the Nelson 
BC SPCA Farm Animal Advocacy 
group, email nelson@spca.bc.ca 
or www.facebook.com/groups/
nelsonfarm.

submitted
The BC SPCA Farm Animal 

Advocacy Group believes that all 
animals have a right to live cruelty free. 

Fundraiser for BC SPCA 
Farm Animal Advocacy Group

The group’s mission is to support and 
promote humane farming practices in 
the Kootenays.  

The BC SPCA is holding a Burger 
& Beer Fundraiser on Saturday, March 
14 to benefit the Farm Animal Advocacy 
Group. The fundraiser will be held 
6-9 pm at Finley’s Irish Bar & Grill in 
Nelson. 

Cruelty free organic BC beef will be 
served, and there will be a vegan option. 
This is a family friendly event, so bring 
everyone out to support the cause!

Tickets are $15 in advance, $17 
at the door. Ticket includes burger, 
beer, highball, wine or non-alcoholic 
beverage. There will be entertainment, 
prizes and raffles too.

Advanced sale tickets may be 
purchased from: SPCA, 520-C Falls St 
(above Savoy Bowling lanes), Nelson 
Animal Hospital, Selkirk Veterinary 
Hospital, Scotia Bank, Kokanee Park 
Marina & Store. To purchase an advance 
ticket in the Slocan Valley, call 226-7520.

This event is generously sponsored 
by Kootenay Co-op and Kootenay 
Bakery.
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Stephen Harper: The Musical
or: How To Survive and Thrive in the dying Days of the Empire Of Oil

A new one-man show written by and starring 
James Gordon

West Kootenay Tour
• Rossland Miners’ Hall Tue Mar 17
• Kaslo Langham Theatre Wed Mar 18
• Brilliant Cultural Centre Thu Mar 19
• Nelson Capitol Theatre Fri Mar 20
        all shows start at 7:00 pm
all tickets: $20 plus applicable fees
Advance tickets:
• for Rossland visit Alpine Grind 
    Mon - Fri 7:00 am -5:00 pm 
    Sat & Sun 8:00 am - 4:00 pm
• for Brilliant Cultural Centre, 
    call 250-365-3613 x 21 
    Tue - Thu 9:00 am to 3:00 pm
• for Kaslo visit Sunnyside Naturals or 
    Willow Home Boutique on Front Street
• for Nelson call Capitol Theatre Box 
Office noon - 4:30 pm Tue - Fri or one 
hour before performances. Charge 
by phone 250-352-6363 during Box 
Office Hours or anytime online http://
www.capitoltheatre.bc.ca/

James Gordon puts the “ire” back in “satire”
Not exactly a Tribute Show with 20 new songs, rants, visuals, puppets and a bit of an attitude

www.jamesgordon.ca

Nonagenarian Lydia Kania breaks into peels of laughter as a royal guest, also turning 90 this year, helped celebrate Lydia’s 90th at the Vallican Whole. More 
than 150 people enjoyed a potluck lunch, great stories and tributes, bagpiping, the magnificent cake from Fomi’s, old time music and many, many laughs.
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Local skier Kolibri Drobish (#204) from Valhalla Hills Nordic Ski Club, charges a hill to take fifth place in the 3.5-km 
classic technique race and third place the next day, with a time of 17:38, in the 5.4-km skate technique race at the 
Teck BC Championships in cross-county skiing near Kelowna. The event was attended by 598 racers from Alberta, 

Washington and all areas of BC, February 19-22. The following weekend, Valhalla Hills Nordic raced 12 skiers – aged 
four to 55 – in the Blackjack Loppet in Rossland and five at the Kootenay Cup Finale at Nelson, with good results. 
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Shon’s Bike 
& Ski

250-265-3332
86-4th Ave. SW Nakusp

www.shons.ca

North Kootenay Sport & Recreation Report

North Kootenay Sport and Recreation Council
nksrcouncil@gmail.com

Your local information source for sport and recreation in the Kootenays

New Denver/Silverton Community Conversation: Rural Recreation and Sport
A public meeting hosted by the North Kootenay Sport & Recreation Council will be 

held at the Appletree Cafe in New Denver on March 14th from 2-4pm. 
The purposes of the Council are to: 

Work to improve Funding
Act as a “voice” for sport and physical activity in our region – a champion.

Coordinate services for sport and recreation groups 
Provide an information clearing house 
Identify gaps in service and facilities

Facilitate– bring groups together for mutually beneficial projects, dealing with “big” 
issues. 

We will discuss these purposes, and other ND/Silverton community assets and 
needs in detail. Our meeting will be informal, with snacks! Let us know how the 

Council can support your favourite activity!
 Spring Break Youth Sports Camp presented by Kootenay Sufferfest Society
Registration is open for the Nakusp Spring Break Youth Sports Camp March 23-27th. 
Grades 3-7. Cost $110/child (includes tshirt), or $85 for additional sibling(s). Further 
subsidy available.  Aikido, Mt Biking, Soccer, Wall Climing, Parkour and Ultimate 
Frisbee. Sponsored by Columbia Power, Rec Comm #4, KSCU, CMH, Shon’s Bike 
& Ski, NACF and hosted by the Kootenay Sufferfest Society.  For more information 
and to register: “http://www.kaslosufferfest.com/spring-break-sports-camp/”

by Katrine Campbell
• On April 22, hundreds of 

people will descend on Nakusp for 
the AGM and conference of the 
Association of Kootenay Boundary 
Local Governments (AKBLG), the 
first time the Village has hosted 
the event. Some highlights of the 
planning so far:

The keynote speaker will be 
Deborah Grey, Canada’s first-
ever female Leader of the Official 
Opposition. She will also do a 
‘break-out’ session for delegates 
interested in an informal discussion 
with her in a smaller group setting. 

The Village has more than 
$60,000 in confirmed sponsorships. 
It is developing a program, in 
conjunction with restaurants, to give 
certificates to delegates so they can 
choose where to dine on Wednesday 
evening before the karaoke/casino 
night.

• Council directed staff to prepare 
a Licence to Occupy for the Farmers’ 
Market, which has been operating on 
an informal basis. The Village was 
concerned about its liability since 
the market did not have insurance, 
and there were questions about its 
responsibilities and organization. 

The organizers have now formed 
a registered non-profit society, and 
the Licence to Occupy agreement 
will specify any costs to use the 
Village land, requirement for 
insurance, the area which is to be 
occupied, hours of operation, and 
any restrictions that may apply. 

• Council approved in principle 
the Rotary Club’s waterfront lighting 
project but made it clear the Village 
would not contribute any capital 
costs; the project was subject to 
final approval from the director 
of operations; and must be up to 
municipal standards.

• Council directed staff to 
prepare a grant application to the 
Building Canada Fund for a pressure 
reducing station and supply mains 
for Sleepy Hollow. The total cost of 
the project will be $250,000, with 
the Village’s one-third portion of 
the project to be funded through the 
Water Reserve fund. 

• A request from Fire Department 
EMT Greg Bobicki to create a fitness 
room at the Emergency Services 
Building was forwarded to staff. 
They are to prepare a report outlining 
the costs, benefits and risk, and 
present it to council for the April 13 
meeting. Bobicki proposed using the 
small board room in the building and 
said there was overwhelming support 
for an in-house fitness facility from 
the members of the three emergency 
services (fire, ambulance and search 
and rescue).

The Village said there were 
questions regarding potential 
liability and health (ventilation) 
issues that should be considered 
before final approval. In addition, 
any requirements the Village 
may have regarding the use of 
the building (stipulations in grant 
funding received for training facility) 

must be researched and considered 
(if any). 

•  C o u n c i l  r e c e i v e d  f o r 
information a letter from Minister of 
Transportation Todd Stone regarding 
Mayor Hamling’s lobbying to have 
more ferries built in the community. 
He said: “…a number of cable 
ferries are nearing the end of their 
operational lives. While the ministry 
is exploring how best to replace 
these vessels, no timeline or process 
has yet been approved… any new 
vessels would be procured through 
an open and transparent procurement 
process.” Stone also promised 
to inform the Village when the 
ministry starts planning for a vessel 
replacement project.

• CAO Linda Tynan reported 
that staff are working to develop and 
upgrade the Village and Hot Springs 
websites. The Hot Springs will be 
closed for maintenance the week of 
April 13 to 17 and the facility roof 
will be replaced.

• The posting for the CAO’s 
job closed February 27, the 
selection process for an interim 
assistant treasurer will begin, and 
an application has been submitted 
to the Province to fund a summer 
student for the arena and parks.

• Water Treatment Plant (WTP) 
and Waste Water Treatment Plant 
(STP): with the commissioning of 
the new plants comes new Operating 
Permit requirements for monitoring, 

maintenance and reporting. Staff is 
working closely with the engineers, 
provincial officials and its operators 
to establish new monitoring forms, 
schedules, reports, etc. that satisfy 
the regulations. 

• A street inspection was 
conducted to identify pot holes which 
will be repaired as time permits. 
Staff is investigating contracting 
out street sweeping this year, as the 
street sweeper has exceeded its life 
expectancy and is not scheduled for 
replacement. Sweeping is expected 
to occur in late March/early April, 
as usual. 

• Staff are busy rectifying major 
plumbing and rot issues at the ball 
field washrooms. 

Nakusp council, February 23: Local governments’ conference coming soon to Nakusp

by Katrine Campbell
School District #10 has started 

a new program to encourage 
international students to enroll at 
Nakusp and Lucerne Secondary 
schools. NSS vice-principal Ryoko 
Kobayashi held meetings at both 
schools recently to introduce the 
program and to recruit potential homes 
for the students to live in.

Eight people showed up at Lucerne 
School, while 15 people attended the 
meeting in Nakusp. Kobayashi says 
they were generally very supportive, 
but some were afraid local kids 
weren’t getting what they needed. She 
pointed out the international students 
are charged $12,500 for tuition. The 
extra money coming to the district 
would allow it to expand its programs.

Homes wanted for international students
“Unless we bring in international 

students and tuition, we can’t protect 
some of the programs that we already 
have,” says Kobayashi.

Those applying to be home-stay 
parents are carefully vetted with an 
in-home assessment and then matched 
with a student so they are a good 
fit. The host parents are paid $800 a 
month. 

The basic requirements, in 
addition to being warm, caring and 
interested in the student’s welfare, 
are a private bedroom with a window 
that opens, linens, a closet or dresser, 
desk, lamp, access to a bathroom with 
toilet, sink and bath or shower, and 
three meals a day. 

“The student will be a family 
member,” she says, and parents are 

expected to include them in all family 
activities.

“We have had two applications 
and would like to see more come in 
as soon as possible. Those determine 
how many students we can bring in.”

Kobayashi notes the international 
education market is a competitive 
business but School District 10 can 
offer “what others might not be able 
to – an absolutely beautiful and safe 
environment and a very warm, caring, 
friendly community.”

The student-teacher ratio is also 
very low, and staff can personalize a 
program for students.

At present, LESS has one boy from 
China and NSS has two international 
students, as well as a Rotary Exchange 
student from Mexico.

by Jan McMurray
Harry and Lauretta Ellens 

of Nakusp recently travelled to 
Harry’s hometown to see the 
new Ellens Park, named after his 
family. The park is in Willoughby, 
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Harry and Lauretta Ellens of Nakusp recently visited the newly dedicated Ellens Park in Harry’s hometown of Willoughby, in the Township of 
Langley, with Township Mayor Jack Froese and Willoughby historian Alice Johnson.

Ellens Park has Nakusp connection
a community within the Township 
of Langley, where the Ellens lived 
for 50 years.

Harry spent the first 23 years 
of his life there. His father was a 
landscaper, and ran a commercial 

bulb operation on a 6.5-acre piece 
of property in Willoughby for many 
years. Harry remembers helping 
out with the family business.

Today, a shopping centre sits 
on the old Ellens family property.

The Arrow Lakes Health Care Auxiliary held its AGM recently. The new executive was installed by lifetime member Marlene Allard. Left to right: 
Dawna Dinning (correspondence secretary), Kathleen Graham (thrift store manager), Irene Sloan (treasurer), Kathy Froese (recording secretary), 

Dale James (vice president), Helen Scown  (outgoing president), Marlene Allard. Absent: Barb Abbey (president).
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Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work, 
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal

WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS
359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539

3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

submitted
It seems that 2015 is the ‘year 

of the survey’ in the Slocan Valley! 
So far, Slocan Valley residents have 
had the chance to provide feedback 
on the recreation master plan and 
seniors’ housing, and now the TV 
Society is also looking for your 
opinion. While it may feel onerous 

Slocan Valley TV Society seeks input from valley residents
to complete so many surveys, let’s 
keep in mind that in some places 
around the world, none of this would 
be possible. Please take advantage of 
this opportunity to have your voice 
heard.

The Slocan Valley TV Society is 
the non-profit society that maintains 
the equipment which broadcasts four 

TV stations and two radio stations 
to south valley residents, from the 
junction to the village of Slocan. This 
service is funded through tax dollars, 
collected annually by the RDCK.

The board of the society is 
eager to learn more about what 
aspects of the service residents are 
using, how many people depend 

upon the service and what changes 
people might want to see. During the 
week of March 13, a survey will be 
distributed in mailboxes throughout 
the service area.

Surveys can be mailed in or 
dropped off at one of three locations 
(Evergreen Natural Foods in Crescent 
Valley, the Recreation Commission 

office in Slocan Park, and Mountain 
Valley Station in Slocan). The survey 
can also be completed electronically 
– email svtvsociety@gmail.com to 
have a copy emailed to you. 

Your opinion matters – please 
tell us what you think!

submitted
Slocan Valley Cultural Alliance 

announces the dates for Unity Music 
Festival 2015 – Saturday July 25 and 
Sunday July 26. This family festival 
will again take place on the beautiful 

Unity Music Fest returns to the beach in Slocan in July
beach in the village of Slocan. 

The festival is in its fifth year 
in the valley and the line-up will be 
announced in the next few weeks, 
with local, regional and international 
artists already committed. Vendor and 

volunteer applications will be online 
soon and the organizers are still looking 
for a few key people who want to get 
involved in being part of the main crew. 

A special Early Early Bird price 
of $50 for the whole weekend (aka 

‘The Price for Locals’) is available 
until March 15 online at www.
unitymusicfestival.ca 

The gate price remains the same as 
last year at $85, and kids 12 and under 
get in free.

submitted
The Nelson Public Library 

Slocan Valley Outreach at Passmore 
Lodge continues! At our next 
outreach session on Thursday, March 
19, library members are invited to 
bring a board game and a friend 

Nelson Public Library Outreach at Passmore Lodge
for an afternoon of games at the 
lodge. The library will supply tea, 
an official Scrabble dictionary and 
of course our mobile collection of 
books, CDs and DVDs for all ages. 

Passmore Lodge is the Nelson 
Library’s new official outreach 

location in the Slocan Valley, on the 
third Thursday of each month from 
3 to 7 pm. The common room at the 
lodge is bright, roomy and inviting, 
the perfect spot for browsing, 
visiting and playing a wicked hand 
of Bananagrams. Passmore Lodge 

is located at 3650 Passmore Road, 
just off Highway 6; watch for the 
library’s sandwich board at the 
turnoff.

During the monthly outreach 
sessions, Area H South residents can 
sign up for a library card and check 
out items from the library’s rotating 
collection. The friendly travelling 
librarian can answer your questions 
about the new BiblioCommons 
catalogue, downloading ebooks and 
audiobooks, and ordering books 
from other libraries. Did you know 
that library items can be delivered to 
Passmore for pickup? 

Please contact the Nelson Library 
for more information, 250-352-6333.

submitted
After more than 28 years as 

CEO of Heritage Credit Union, 
Lorne Myhra has decided to retire 
on March 31.

HCU has been very successful 
under Myhra’s watch and has grown 
to more than $143 million in assets. 
He founded the very successful 
HG Insurance Agencies and, in 
partnership with Creston Credit 
Union, created Growth Financial 

Credit Union CEO retires
Corp. He also served as a director of 
Credit Union Central of BC. 

“The board, management and 
staff wish Lorne well and would like 
to thank him for his years of service 
and recognize his achievements 
at HCU,” said board chair Julie 
Morrison. “Lorne leaves HCU larger 
and stronger than it was when he 
joined us. We are well positioned 
to continue serving member and 
community needs in the future.”

James Craig has been appointed 
interim CEO and the board has 
started the search for a new CEO, 
Morrison said. Craig, a long-time 
resident of Castlegar, recently retired 
from a successful career in the 
credit union sector. He brings many 
years senior leadership experience 
in credit union operations and is 
recognized for his strong leadership 
and a commitment to credit union 
values.

Of Saints and Outlaws, the full-length feature film shot in the Slocan Valley with all local actors, has won a Royal Reel Award from the Canada 
International Film Festival. The award will be presented at this year’s festival, taking place April 11 and 12 at the Edgewater Casino in Vancouver. The 

film premiered last June at the Civic and Capitol Theatres in Nelson, and Director Antonio Bastone says the film will be screened locally again this April.

submitted
The Province will provide $100,000 

to the Canadian Passive House Institute 
(CanPHI) West to help meet the vast 
majority of BC’s new electricity 
demands through conservation.

This funding will support increased 
training and certification opportunities 
for construction and design professionals 
so that they can build the most energy 
efficient buildings in the world.

The grant from the Province’s 
Innovative Clean Energy (ICE) fund will 
help sponsor and subsidize introductory 
or certification courses in passive house 
design principles offered by CanPHI 

Province funds energy-efficiency training to support conservation 
West for up to 200 qualified professionals 
in British Columbia.

The international passive house 
standard is the one of the most rigorous 
and advanced building performance 
standards in the world, achieving 
reductions in heating energy of up to 
90 percent compared to other buildings. 

Passive house design principles 
focus mostly on enhancing the 
building envelope with thicker walls 
and additional insulation, and include 
the most energy-efficient ventilation 
systems, doors and windows on the 
market. Combined, these measures 
reduce energy costs for homeowners.
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WE Graham Community 
Service Society

Main office opens Tuesday to 
Friday 9:00 am to 4:00 pm 

Adult Open Art Drop In 
Group

Tuesday 3:30 pm to 5:00 pm 
Learning Centre open
Monday 2:00 pm – 7:00 pm
Tuesday 1:00 pm - 5:00 pm

Friday 12:00 – 3:30
Saturday 1:00 pm – 5:00 pm
We are always looking for 
additional volunteers to 

keep our doors open 
Food Bank

First and third Thursdays 
of every month 

Seniors Lunch last 
Thursday of every month 

KCDS Employment 
Counseling

Thursday in the Learning 
Centre 9:00 to 3:00 

Additional information call 
250-355-2484

Herbal Musings 
by Colleen Emery 

The health benefits of 
bone broth 

Anyone else have vivid memories 
of their Grammies boiling up a giant 
pot of bones and veggies on the 
stove for what seemed like days 
on end? Well, looks like Grammy 
was on to something. A new food 
fad has become all the rage: bone 
broth. But what the foodies may not 
know is that bone broth has been all 
the rage for a very long time in the 
holistic world. 

When animal  bones  and 
marrow, feet, tendons, and ligaments 
are simmered for 24-48 hours, 
collagen (which gets broken down 
into gelatin) is released, along 
with amino acids and highly 
absorbable minerals like calcium, 
magnesium, sulphur, silicon, 
phosphorus, and trace minerals. 
Gelatin is one of the most nutritious 
substances on the planet – a protein 
that literally anyone can digest.

Throughout history, the gelatin 
in bone broth has been used to heal 
a plethora of illnesses and conditions, 
and to strengthen foundational 
wellness. 
Top five reasons to 
include bone broth in 
your daily menu:

1. Strengthens digestive system 
function: The gelatin in bone broth 

protects and heals the mucosal lining 
of the digestive tract and helps aid in 
the digestion of nutrients. It basically 
seals and heals the gut. 

2. Fights infections such as colds 
and flu: It has long been known that 
chicken soup is your go-to during cold 
and flu concerns. Bone broth contains 
the amino acid L-carnosine that 
reduces the inflammation response 
during respiratory infections. Simply 
put, a good cup of broth will help 
resolve that stuffy, runny nose. 

3. Reduces joint pain and 
inflammation: The glucosamine in 
bone broth can actually stimulate 
the growth of new collagen, repair 

damaged joints and reduce pain. 
Bone broth is very high in the anti-
inflammatory amino acids glycine 
and proline making it an ideal remedy 
for those dealing with stiff and sore 
muscles and joints. 

4. Helps with bone formation, 
growth and repair: The calcium, 
magnesium and phosphorus in bone 
broth help our bones to grow and 
repair. The collagen and gelatin in 
bone broth supports hair growth and 
helps to keep your nails strong. For 
those who are dairy intolerant, bone 
broth is a fantastic way to obtain 
those critical nutrients in a highly 
bio-available way. 

5. Saves you money: Firstly, 
when one prepares bone broth they 
‘close the loop’ in their kitchen by 
putting to use all the remains of a 
previous meal. Veggie scraps, bones 
from the chicken that was roasted, 
garlic and onion skins can all be used 
to create the most delicious of broths. 
Secondly, you create a multi-vitamin 
and mineral supplement without 
having to purchase a costly product 
that may or may not be absorbed well 
in the digestive system. 

Interested to hear more on this 
subject? Join Kayte Rock from Soup 
Du Jar and me as we sing the praises 
of bone broth during our Grass Fed 

Talk at the Farm Food Fork Event: 
Raising the Steaks. For information 
and to obtain tickets visit www.
kootenayfood.com.

Colleen Emery, Master Herbalist 
and owner of Emery Herbals in 
Winlaw is passionate about offering 
access to information that enables 
individuals and families to be self-
sufficient and take charge of their 
personal wellness. 

P L E A S E  N O T E :  2 0 1 5 
Community Supported Wellness 
program, CSW, (a Herbalist’s 
CSA) is now open for enrolment. 
Visit www.emeryherbals.com/csw-
program-2015 for more information. 

submitted
The Columbia Kootenay 

Cultural Alliance (CKCA) invites 
members of the arts, culture 
and heritage community in the 
Columbia Basin to join its volunteer 
steering committee. The CKCA is 
a representative body of the arts, 
culture and heritage communities 
across the Basin, and manages 
and administers arts, culture, and 
heritage funding programs on behalf 
of Columbia Basin Trust (CBT). 

The CKCA steering committee 
consists of 14 members, including 
six from the West Kootenay and two 
from the Heritage sector. CKCA 
represents all the disciplines in 
the arts (visual art, music, theatre, 
dance, film/video and literary arts), 
culture and heritage; therefore, 
it is important to provide broad 
representation on the steering 
committee. CKCA is particularly 
interested in new members that 
represent youth or cultural diversity. 

Steering committee members 
are elected for two-year terms and 
represent the broader needs of arts, 
culture and heritage sectors in the 
Basin rather than individual arts 
councils or heritage organizations, 
or the communities in which they 
live. 

Nominees must have a strong 
background in arts, culture or 
heritage, should have experience 
in working on boards/committees 
and must understand the needs 
and issues of the sector in order to 
develop funding programs/policies 
and adjudicate proposals. Members 
are expected to attend at least 
two meetings per year in various 
locations in the Basin. 

Nominees do not have to be 
members of any organizations, but 
must be nominated by their local 
community arts councils or by the 
Heritage Federation of South East 
BC (HFSEBC). 

Each eligible arts council may 

CKCA looking for steering committee members
put forward only one nomination. If 
there are more nominees than seats 
available, regional elections will 
be held in the beginning of April. 
The HFSEBC may put forward one 
nomination who will be elected at 
its annual AGM. It is recommended 
that nominees (if elected) will be 
willing to attend occasional arts 

council or HFSEBC meetings to 
stay in touch with local/sector issues. 

Currently, West Kootenay 
councils eligible for nominating 
representatives to the steering 
committee are: Arrow Lakes (Nakusp 
Area), Slocan Lake (Silverton/New 
Denver), Slocan Valley, Nelson, 
Revelstoke, Rossland, and Salmo 

(including Ymir). 
For more information on the 

nomination process, please contact 
your local arts council or call CKCA 
at 1-877- 505-7355. For more 
information on CKCA, please visit 
www.basinculture.com. Deadline 
for arts council nominations is 5 pm, 
Monday, March 23. 

submitted
Avalanche Canada is receiving 

$325,000 over two years from 
Columbia Basin Trust to help it 
continue its work of increasing 
safety for winter backcountry users.

Ava lanche  Canada  i s  a 
national public avalanche safety 
organization, with world-leading 
accident prevention programs and 
services. Based in Revelstoke, 
the organization produces daily 
avalanche forecasts throughout 
the winter for many of the well-
used mountainous regions of 
western Canada, including the 
entire Columbia Basin. It has 

CBT funds avalanche safety programs
also developed an internationally 
r ecogn ized  cu r r i cu lum fo r 
recreational avalanche safety 
training, and support instructors who 
teach thousands of people each year.

The Trust’s  commitment 
includes $100,000 per year for two 
years for ongoing activities, such 
as the Public Avalanche Warning 
Service, training courses and youth-
specific initiatives. It also includes 
a one-time $125,000 grant that will 
enable the organization to continue 
developing its new website and its 
Mountain Information Network, 
which allows backcountry users to 
share real-time data and observations 

from the field. 
In addition, this grant will 

allow Avalanche Canada to make 
important information technology 
purchases that will help stabilize its 
public avalanche warning services 
and reach a broader base of winter 
backcountry recreationists. 

To learn more about Avalanche 
Canada, visit avalanche.ca. 

Columbia Basin Trust supports 
efforts to deliver social, economic 
and environmental benefits to the 
residents of the Columbia Basin. 
To learn more about the Trust’s 
programs and initiatives, visit cbt.
org or call 1-800-505-8998.

submitted
Brett Wildeman from the Sunshine 

Coast will be performing at Kaslo’s 
Bluebelle Bistro on Thursday, March 
19 at 7:30 pm and Winlaw’s Sleep is 
for Sissies on Friday, March 20 at 6:30 
pm. Admission is by donation.

Wildeman’s Dream Catcher Tour 
coincides with the release of his 
‘Kiln’ EP, available for free download 
at https://mynameisbrettwildeman.
bandcamp.com/album/kiln-ep.

Wildeman is a guitar strumming, 

Brett Wildeman to play in Kaslo and Winlaw
nature loving musician and cyclist 
who shares his passion for music and 
the environment through his unique 
projects and creative initiatives.

Committed to minimizing 
his carbon footprint by choosing 
non-traditional, environmentally 
sensitive means of powering his 
tours, Wildeman hits the road on bike 
whenever possible. Cycling has played 
a significant part in the musician’s 
life, providing time for reflection, 
contemplation and musical musings.

His artistry and ‘raw coastal folk’ 
sound has evolved over the course 
of four recordings (three EPs and 
one LP). 

Wildeman enjoys performing in 
a full range of venues, from a solo 
performance in an intimate coffee 
house setting to lighting up the dance 
floor with his band.

The future is looking bright for this 
young folk musician as he continues 
to hone his artistry while living in 
harmony with the planet.

submitted
The annual general meeting of the 

Silvery Slocan Historical Society will 
take place at the Hidden Garden Gallery 
on Tuesday, March 24 at 7 pm.

The current board of directors 
consists of the bare minimum of five 
members. At the last AGM in March 
of 2014, two of the five declared their 
intention to not run for re-election this 
year. If these two members are not 
replaced at the March 24 meeting, the 
society will be forced to dissolve.

The society is responsible for the 
care and maintenance of the artifacts and 
archives in the museum in the old Bank 
of Montreal building. The society also 
applies for a grant to hire a local student 
as attendant for the summer months.

The museum belongs to the Village 
of New Denver. If the Historical Society 

New Denver’s Silvery Slocan Historical Society needs directors
folds, the Village will have to either close 
the museum or hire someone to operate 
it at taxpayers’ expense.

Come to the Silvery Slocan 

Historical Society’s annual general 
meeting at the Hidden Garden Gallery 
on Tuesday, March 24 at 7 pm and keep 
the society alive.

submitted
On Thursday, March 26, the 

Arrow Lakes Arts Council presents 
‘QuintEssence’ in the last concert of this 
season’s concert series. Concert starts 
at 7:30 pm. Featuring internationally 
known vocalists Robyn Driedger-
Klassen, Barb Towell, Frederik Robert, 
and Peter Alexander, with sensational 
pianist Tina Chang, QuintEssence offers 
a fresh, innovative concert experience 
for lovers of classical music of any 
style. Their concerts showcase not only 
cherished opera repertoire, but also 
introduce their audiences to exotic 

QuintEssence rounds off ALAC concert season
musical gems by celebrated songwriters 
from Schubert to Poulenc, Britten to 
Heggie, and Gershwin to Weill.

They will dazzle you with vocal 
pyrotechnics, melt your heart with 
beautifully sung poetry, and stretch 
your musical frontier to the limit with 
adored music from off the beaten track. 
QuintEssence even encourages audience 
participation!

So come and join us on Thursday, 
March 26, for a beautiful evening of 
song. Doors open at 7 pm. Tickets are 
available at Bon Marché/Dollar Store 
until 4 pm, then at the door.
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WANTED 
TO BUY: 

CEDAR AND 
PINE POLES
Brian Major 

• 250-938-3900

Please contact: 
Gormans Pole Division

250-547-9296

Intergenerational Cooking Class
Adults, seniors and youth come together to create 
traditional and contemporary recipes. Bring your secret 
family recipes and your appetite for evenings of cooking, 
eating and fun!  This is a free program offered by the 
Columbia Basin Alliance for Literacy and WE Graham 
Community Service Society.   Thursdays, 4:30 - 7:00 at 
the WE Graham Youth Centre, March 12 - April 30.  Please 
call Alison at 359-6887 to register.

by Art Joyce
Robert Banks Foster is better 

known in the creative community as 
a poet, but has turned his attention 
to the art of photography. The 
result is a fascinating series of 
photographs and text known as ‘On 
Disturbed Ground,’ which opened at 
the Langham Friday, March 6 and 
runs until April 12. The exhibition 
is part of a work that includes a 
20-page poem and there are plans 
for a video version of the images 
with voiceover. Most of the photos 
were taken in the north Kootenay 
Lake region. 

The images depict both the 
micro and macro worlds perceived 
by Foster’s camera lens, revealing 
the traces of human occupation on 
the landscape. A wooden wall of 
red peeling paint, a rusting engine 
crankshaft, a scatter of light on 
lake surface – these and many 
more finely textured images are 
juxtaposed against phrases and titles 
employing precision and economy 
of language. The goal is to urge 
viewers to question what they see 
all around them. For example, one 
caption reads: “Whatever is lost 

between us,” which Foster says is 
a good summary of the entire show. 

“I see through a design eye but 
there’s obviously a subtle political 
message,” said Foster. “It’s a 
statement of inter-relatedness.” 

Foster says he was partly inspired 
by the abstract expressionist school 
of art that developed in the early 
post World War II era, with artists 
such as Jackson Pollock, Mark 
Rothko and Helen Frankenthaler. 
But while he found the esthetic 
appealing, he never liked the way 
it de-politicized art. This in part 
was a legacy of recently revealed 
CIA influence in the promotion of 
abstract expressionism as a means 
of countering Soviet denunciation 
of American culture during the 
Cold War. The intelligence agency’s 
influence extended to other branches 
of the arts and financial support also 
came from the Rockefellers. 

The natural environment is 
shown in these photos as having 
been “disturbed” by both human 
and natural processes such as 
geology. Foster’s family moved 
to the Kootenays when he was 10 
years old; he is now in his 70s. 

Kaslo writer launches photographic show at the Langham
As a child he lived in Victoria and 
was always struck by the contrast 
between the city’s self-promotion 
as a beautiful place even as they 
pumped raw sewage into the Juan 
de Fuca Strait. His father worked for 
the provincial government as a plant 
pathologist, giving the young Foster 
another opportunity to see human 
impact on the environment through 

plant diseases and invasive species. 
Although skeptical of current 
invasive plant campaigns, he saw 
how the black spruce mold nearly 
destroyed the pear tree orchards 
in the Okanagan. When Selwyn 
Blaylock planted a Japanese cherry 
tree on his estate near Nelson, it 
introduced ‘little cherry disease,’ 
which largely ruined the West 

Kootenay fruit industry. His father 
tried to get legislation introduced to 
prevent the spread of these diseases 
but was stymied by lobbying by the 
ornamental landscaping industry of 
the day. Seeing his father’s political 
battles unfold struck Foster deeply.

“Those experiences have 
certainly informed my political 
views.”

Robert Banks Foster has turned his attention to the art of photography. The result is a fascinating series of photographs and text known as 
‘On Disturbed Ground,’ which opened at the Langham Friday, March 6 and runs until April 12. 

submitted
A new BC Early Years Centre has 

merged with established family resource 
centres at JV Humphries in Kaslo and 
Jewett Elementary school in Meadow 
Creek to better support families with 
children aged 0-6.

Hosted by North Kootenay Lake 
Community Services, the centre 
offers a number of programs, services 
and supports, including: evening 
programming and dinners to support 
parents or caregivers who work during 

New BC Early Years Centre opens to serve North Kootenay Lake
regular business hours; programs to 
address the needs of families living in 
remote areas; travel vouchers to allow 
low-income families to attend services 
and programs; programs for expectant 
and new mothers; and after-hours and 
one-on-one support and counselling 
services.

The BC Early Years Centre is one of 
14 new centres throughout the province. 
Each centre will receive $52,000 from 
the Provincial Office for the Early 
Years for this fiscal year as part of a 

$5.5-million investment over three years.
This is the second phase of an 

initiative under the B.C. Early Years 
Strategy to implement a network of Early 
Years Centres throughout the province 
that will provide families with one-stop, 
convenient access to a range of services 
and supports, information and referrals. 
The strategy is an eight-year government 
commitment to improve the accessibility, 
affordability and quality of early-years 
programs and services for families with 
young children.

submitted
The Kaslo Public Library has 

been selected to receive a $5,000 
infrastructure grant from Western 
Financial Group. This grant will 
contribute to renovations and repairs 
to shelving units to help keep the 
library safe and user-friendly for 
users, volunteers and staff.

“The library is a great part of our 

Kaslo Public Library to receive $5,000 grant
local community,” said Kaslo Branch 
Manager of WFG, Joan Murach. 
“We are proud to be able to give 
back and to donate these funds to 
help with improvements to the Kaslo 
Public Library to benefit everyone.” 

This year, Western Financial 
Group, through its charitable 
arm, the Western Communities 
Foundation, made 40 infrastructure 

grants totalling $200,000 in the 
communities where Western 
operates. The infrastructure grants 
are given to encourage healthy 
living, learning and to strengthen 
communities.

“The projects are selected by 
the employees, as they know the 
specific needs of their communities,” 
said John Jenner, the foundation’s 
executive director. “We are proud 
to give back where we live and 
work, and it’s great that we are 
able to contribute to so many local 
initiatives in the areas of public 
health, public housing, education 
and recreation.”

Columbia Power has provided a $500 sponsorship to the Lardeau Valley Community Club in support of the annual 
seniors banquet, April 19 at the Lardeau Valley Community Hall in Meadow Creek. The banquet, prepared and 

organized by volunteers, has occurred since 1992. It is anticipated that more than 80 seniors will take part this year. 
Columbia Power’s Audrey Repin, Stakeholder and External Relations Director (left) met up with Community Club 
board member Sandra Rempel (right) in Meadow Creek to provide a cheque and learn more about the banquet.



The Valley Voice   March 11, 201516 COMMUNITY

• Fresh Meat Cut Daily
• Fresh & Frozen Seafood
• Freezer Packs
• Deli Sandwiches to go
• Awesome Cheese Selection
• Fresh & Smoked Sausage
• Smoked Salmon
• Awesome Beef Jerky
• Custom Cutting
• Weekly Instore Specials

We’re back from a buying trip with lots 
of new items! Also, Easter cards are 
now in. Open Tuesday-Saturday, 10 
am - 5:30 pm.

250.353.2566
408 Front Street, Kaslo, BC

figments@netidea.com • www.figmentscanada.com

by Jan McMurray
• The mayor read a letter about 

National Bullying Awareness Day from 
grade 11 JVH student Brooke Robertson. 
Brooke is on the ERASE team, which 
is coming up with guidelines about 
bullying for schools. She asked Village 
staff and council members to wear 
pink on February 25 in support of the 
national day.

• Council received four letters 
of concern about the recent brushing 
work at the beach area. The CAO was 
directed to respond, outlining council’s 
plans to appoint a committee to look 
into the issue.

• A letter from the Friends of 
Kootenay Lake (FOKL) outlines 
the organization’s plan to conduct a 
Kootenay Lake Community Values 
Survey. This is an important step 
towards a Lake Management Plan. “The 
eight month campaign will begin with 
educational and celebrative events and 
elements, culminating in community-
wide visioning processes to allow 
residents to share their values about the 
lake, and their visions for its future,” 
states the letter. The estimated cost 
of the project is $51,850. FOKL asks 
Kaslo council to consider granting their 
request for $2,500 through the CBT 
Community Initiatives program, and 
asks for an additional $1,500 from the 
Village. Council referred this to COW 
Finance for further discussion. 

• A replacement swim dock for the 
Moyie Beach will be purchased from 
Nelco Marine at a cost of $10,620.96, 
using RDCK Parks and Recreation 
Funds. Councillor Glorioso voted 
against this. She indicated that she would 
prefer a wooden dock over the chosen 
aluminum dock, and asked if the Village 
would put this out for competitive 
bidding. Councillor Lang said wooden 
docks simply don’t last at Kaslo’s public 
beach, where the north wind causes 
heavy wave action. 

• The Village will purchase a bear-

proof garbage receptacle and dog bag 
dispenser, with attached signage, for 
the south side of the Kaslo River, using 
RDCK Parks and Recreation funds.

• The municipal share of the Water 
Treatment Plant Controls project will 
be sourced from the Community Works 
Fund reserve.

• An agreement will be finalized 
between Kaslo Trailblazers and 
the Village, covering the society’s 
volunteers for general liability insurance 
on municipal property at an annual cost 
of $250.

• Kaslo Building Maintenance was 
awarded an annual contract of $13,440 
plus GST from January 1, 2015 to 
December 31, 2017. It was noted that 

the cleaning of the Community Forest 
offices had been covered by the Village 
in the past, unlike other lessees, and 
was not covered in this contract. The 
question of a consistent fee policy on 
janitorial arrangements for Kemball 
Building lessees was referred to the 
Standing Committee on Municipal 
Buildings.

• Requests for $7,255 in municipal 
grants were received from 15 local 
organizations. Council agreed to award 
$200 to each applicant. A budget of 
$3,500 was set for municipal grants 
in the 2015 spring round, with an 
additional $1,000 held back for requests 
over the course of the year.

• Councillor Lang reported on the 

Kaslo council, February 24: JVH student asks Village council and staff to wear pink
RDCK Central Resource Recovery 
Committee meeting held February 11. 
A budget of $7.2 million was presented 
for 2015, an increase of two percent over 
last year. Upgrades at the Kaslo Transfer 
Station are estimated at $535,000. Lang 
said the RDCK expressed a willingness 
to assist Kaslo with recycling concerns, 
but said it would take time.

• Mayor Hewat attended the meeting 
in Balfour on February 23 regarding 
Kootenay Lake fisheries. She said the 
presentation would be posted on the 
Chamber website. She also reported that 
she, the CAO and Councillor Knoll met 
with the incoming principal and the vice 
principal at JVH to discuss engaging 
students in council activities. 

• Bylaw 1168, the Village of Kaslo 
Utilities Coordination Committee 
Bylaw, was given three readings. This 
bylaw establishes a committee to make 
recommendations to council about 
community broadband infrastructure in 
municipal rights of way and on municipal 
property. Committee members will 
include one member of council, one 
member appointed by Kaslo infoNet 
Society, one member appointed by the 
Columbia Basin Broadband Corporation 
or CBT, one member of the public, the 
CAO, and the Public Works Foreman.

• During public time, members of 
the public complained that they can’t 
hear the council proceedings well, and 
had several suggestions to improve this.

by Jan McMurray
Mayor of Kaslo Suzan Hewat has 

established a Parks, Recreation and 
Open Spaces Committee in response 
to the public’s reaction to maintenance 
work at the waterfront.

Five community members attended 
the February 25 council meeting 
to express their displeasure about 
the maintenance work at the beach. 
One woman reminded council that a 
resolution had been passed last year 
calling for a waterfront management 
plan. She asked why no plan had come 
forward, and why the crew cut the trees 
at the beach this year without the plan. 

Councillor Lang’s response was 
that the waterfront maintenance work 
was an “ongoing process for years and 
years and there was no direction to 
change. They were following what was 

established from many years ago.” 
Laurie Moss commented that there 

was “strong discontent from your 
electorate last year” and asked when 
council was going to do something 
about it.

Councillor Lang said he had done 
his own survey and many people in 
the community support the work at the 
beach. “As council, we have to balance 
a number of people’s wishes.”

Moss suggested instead of relying 
on anecdotal information, council 
should consider conducting an official 
survey.

Councillor Holland feels strongly 
that the waterfront work goes against 
the OCP. “I haven’t spoken to a single 
person who endorses what is going 
on down there,” he said. “We have 
a plan and we’re in contravention of 

Kaslo’s waterfront to be addressed by Parks Committee
that. There is no development plan 
or management plan. We are directly 
in contravention with three years of 
community consultation… After the 
stop work order last year, to take that 
work on without coming back and 
giving councillors a heads up is incorrect 
and embarrassing.”

At the Committee of the Whole 
meeting on March 3, council received 
a report from the CAO announcing 
that the mayor has established a Parks, 
Recreation and Open Space Committee. 

The committee’s ‘to do’ list is quite 
extensive, listing nine tasks that concern 
the waterfront area. These are outlined 
in the CAO’s report to the Committee 
of the Whole, received at the March 3 
COW meeting.

“We needed to be broad,” said Mayor 
Hewat in an interview. “The public 

wants us to look at something specific, 
but there are so many components to 
what our waterfront comprises. We 
can’t look at it in isolation. So it’s a 
comprehensive but cautious approach.”

Mayor Hewat said the committee 
would consult with the public and find 
out what people want for the waterfront 
in the long term. “We need to look at 
both sides,” she said.

The committee will have seven 
members. Mayor Hewat has appointed 
four members of the public: Bill Wells 
as chair, Rick Korens, Michael Procter, 
and Sabrina Mutterer as alternate. Four 
council members were also appointed 
(Hewat, Holland, Glorioso and Lang), 
subject to their availability and desire 
to serve. The committee must submit a 
progress report to council no later than 
November 15 this year.

by Jan McMurray
Columbia Power Corporation hosted 

an open house on the Lardeau River Side 
Channel Enhancement Project on March 
4 at the Lardeau Valley Community Hall 
in Meadow Creek.

To compensate for possible fish 
mortality caused by turbine upgrades 
at the Brilliant Dam, Columbia Power 
plans to enhance an existing side channel 
of the Lardeau River. The goal of the 
project is to create additional or higher 
quality fish habitat to support 500 
juvenile trout.

The side channel is located three 
kilometres upstream of Howser Bridge, 
and is high and dry most of the year. 
The project is designed to ensure there 
is water in the channel year-round, 
increasing the habitat available to 
juvenile rainbows. The instream work 
is scheduled for this fall and will take 
about a month to complete. 

The work involves excavating the 
inlet and channel and creating a series of 
nine 20-metre-long pools. The excavated 
material will be stockpiled on a nearby 
island. A rock berm placed at the inlet 
will help control flows into the side 
channel. Habitat structures made of 
logs and rootwads will be placed in the 
pools. “Woody debris is not only good 
habitat, but it also scours the pools and 
keeps them at a good depth,” said Krista 
Watts, Environmental Support Manager 
at CPC. 

At a time when there are too many 
rainbow trout and not enough kokanee 
in Kootenay Lake, it was good to learn 

Fish habitat project planned for the Lardeau River
at the open house that many fish species, 
including kokanee, bull trout, burbot, 
mountain whitefish, and sculpin, will use 
the side channel. In 2007, the Ministry 
of Transportation completed a similar 
project in the Lardeau River near Hope 
Creek, and several species of fish are 

using it. 
Jeff Burrows, senior fish biologist 

with the Ministry of Forests, Lands 
and Natural Resource Operations, was 
at the open house, and pointed out that 
Columbia Power’s project is very small 
in the overall scheme of things. He said 

the Lardeau River produces 20,000-
40,000 juvenile rainbow per year, and 
CPC hopes to produce 500 in this side 
channel. Monitoring of the Ministry of 
Transportation project shows that 500 
juvenile rainbows were using the channel 
in 2011, four years after it was enhanced.

by Jan McMurray
Improvements to the Davis Creek 

Campground in Kootenay Lake 
Provincial Park are underway, delaying 
the campground’s opening date this year 
to sometime in June. The campground, 
located about 30 kilometres north of 
Kaslo, usually opens May 15.

The improvement project involves 
constructing 12 additional campsites 
along the water, repairing the eroded 
beach bank, and upgrading the water 
system. “BC Parks is expanding 
the campground to meet the current 
demand,” said a Ministry of Environment 
spokesperson. “This is a popular site and 
by building more sites, more visitors 
will be able to enjoy this area.” The 
campground will have 32 sites when it 
opens in June.

The spokesperson reported that the 
beach bank was damaged in a storm, 
destabilizing the bank and threatening 
some of the campsites. Repair work 
involved excavation and placement of 
rock rip rap to build up and armour the 
exposed bank. “This stabilization work 
will help protect the bank from future 
storms,” the spokesperson said.

To upgrade the water system to meet 

Davis Creek provincial campground expands
new drinking water standards, the upper 
well casing was raised and sealed. A new 
building is being constructed to cover the 
well, and to bring power in to pressurize 
the water system.

The total project cost is about 
$127,000. Contractors included CJ 
Logging, Stan Baker Trucking, Bowick 
Electric and BC Hydro.

This will be the first season that 
visitors can reserve campsites at Davis 
Creek. Ten campsites are available for 
reservations and the remaining sites are 
available on a first-come, first-served 
basis. The online Discover Camping 
reservation service is opening March 15.

Davis Creek saw 2,883 campers and 
8,845 day users last year.

submitted
Come and hear QuintEssence on 

Wednesday, March 25, 7 pm at St. 
Andrew’s United Church in Kaslo.

Featuring internationally known 
vocalists Robyn Driedger-Klassen, 
Barb Towell, Frederik Robert, and Peter 
Alexander, with sensational pianist Tina 
Chang, QuintEssence offers a fresh, 
innovative concert experience for lovers 
of classical music of any style. Their 
concerts showcase not only cherished 
opera repertoire, but also introduce their 
audiences to exotic musical gems by 
celebrated songwriters from Schubert 
to Poulenc, Britten to Heggie, and 
Gershwin to Weill.

They will dazzle you with vocal 
pyrotechnics, melt your heart with 

Kaslo Concert Society presents QuintEssence 
beautifully sung poetry, and stretch your 
musical frontier to the limit with adored 
music from off the beaten track. 

QuintEssence concerts even 
encourage audience participation with 
their a la carte programs; the listeners 
get to choose what they wish to hear. 
While audiences delight in their charm 
and entertaining antics, this remarkable 
vocal quartet also invites audiences to 
become fully engaged participants in 
the concert experience via the inclusion 
of theatrical and narrative twists within 
their performances.

Tickets at $22, available at the door. 
School age children are admitted free 
when accompanied by an adult patron. 
For further information call 250-353-
7600.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

HARDWOOD FLOORS 
WHOLESALE

100% CANADIAN PREF. ALUM-OXIDE. ROAK-
MAPLE BISTRO/TAVERN 3 1/4” X 3/4” - $4.39/SF 
– MILL RUN $85 Sel BETTER. NORTH PLANK. 

RL. UP TO 7’ $5.49/SF PLT. – ENG IMPORT 
FROM $3.99/SF PLT. CORK 50+ CHOICES 

FROM $2.59 SF PLT. GLUE DOWN – BAMBOO, 
SLATE FROM $3.99/SF PLT – MOST IN STOCK 

AT JUAN’S 1503 HWY 3A 
THRUMS (CASTLEGAR) BC

250-399-6377 Mon-Sat 8:30 am - 5 pm

mobile (250) 551-TIME (8463)

Jim Pownall & Co.
LOG & TIMBER FRAME HOMES

New Denver • BC
250-358-2566

jpownall@telus.net

HALL LUMBER 
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat 
10 am to 5 pm

PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd. 

Edgewood, BC

• Registered Septic System 
designer and installer •
• Ready Mix Concrete • 

• Lock Blocks • Drain Rock • 
• Road Crush • Sand & Gravel • 

• Dump Trucks • Excavator • 
• Crusher • Coloured Concrete • 

• Site Preparation •
Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
Ph. 265-4615 • vieirac@telus.net

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN 
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Indoor Garden 
Supplies

Castlegar
250-304-2911

1730 Hwy 3, Selkirk Spring Building
dan@canadiangardensupply.com

Safety, Service, Satisfaction
Installation and maintenance
jim@jemsgas.com

MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION
            TimberFrame Homes
    Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall

Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding

Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales

                 dave@maddentimber.com
                          250 265 1807

Wired by Alex
Electrical Contracting Ltd

Alex Joseph

250-358-7721

Crescent Bay 
Construction Ltd.

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431 
• Email cresbay@telus.net

LARRY “the lawn guy”
Spring Clean Up

Yard/Garden Clean Up • Pruning • Lawn Care 
Odd jobs • Waste Removal

Cell: 250-265-7281 • Phone: 250-358-7772

Leaf Cabinetry
Residential & commercial 

cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC

250.226.7441 
www.leafcabinetry.com

CONSTRUCTION
FOUNDATIONS • timber FRAMING

ROOFING • RENOVATIONS

Specializing in Timber Framing
Cell: 250-265-8503 

Home: 250-269-7280

CLASSIFIED ADS

FOR RENT

FOUND

HEALTH

HELP WANTED

CAROLE’S MADE TO MEASURE
Sewing • Upholstery • Fabric
Carole Heidema • Owner

250-358-2771
carolesmadetomeasure@gmail.com
351 Victoria St, Silverton

SEWING

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

COMING EvENTS

FOR SALE

BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO – Award-
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza. 
250-353-2282.
NEW SLOCAN VALLEY RIDESHARE 
PROGRAM sponsored by The Healthy 
Community Society. For more information 
check community-connect.ca.
WOODBURY RESORT & MARINA 
– We are open year-round and only 4 kms 
from Ainsworth Hot Springs. Why not treat 
your family to a local staycation?! Great 
winter rates on cabins. Call for reservations. 
1-877-353-7717.
THE SOUND OF a new store on Baker….. 
Have you heard it?
THE SLOCAN VALLEY TV Society is 
conducting a survey of south Slocan Valley 
residents from March 13 to 31. For more 
information, or to obtain a copy of the 
survey, email svtvsociety@gmail.com. 
Please reply - we value your opinion.

STAY HOME - MAKE MONEY. Start 
your own business working from home. 
Free training and mentorship. Email 
caribootwo@gmail.com for more info.
WORK YOUR DREAM JOB and be your 
own boss with help from the Self-Employment 
Program at Community Futures! Through 
this program, you will receive business plan 
instruction and ongoing business training and 
coaching while you start your business. And if 
you’re eligible, you may usually receive financial 
support for the first year. To learn more, call 265-
3674 ext. 201 or email Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.
THINKING OF STARTING, buying or 
expanding your own business? Community 
Futures offers business loans, counseling & 
training; and delivers the Self Employment 
program in the Arrow & Slocan Lakes area. 
For more info leave a message at 265-3674 
ext. 201 or email Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

I WISH TO THANK all my friends and 
especially two very important people, Rita 
and Tamara, and all their helpers, for putting 
on the most awesome 90th birthday party 
for me. I’m still on Cloud Nine. I thank you 
from the bottom of my heart.

- Lydia Kania

THE SLOCAN LAKE Early Learning 
Society wishes to thank Dick and Barb 
for bringing the Winter Blues Boogie to 
Silverton and being huge supporters of 
the New Denver Nursery School. Thanks 
to the Nursery School teachers, all the 
volunteers and the community as a whole 
for being dedicated to making this event so 
successful. Special thanks to Terry Everett 
for kindly loaning the generator to keep 
everyone rocking!

GET YOUR ACT TOGETHER for the 
BIG AIR BAND/LIP SYNC CONTEST, 
happening Saturday, April 25 at the 
Silverton Memorial Hall! Calling on all 
Slocan Valley businesses, organizations, 
groups and individuals to strut your stuff 
and enter to win cash prizes for 1st, 2nd and 
3rd places. Coaching available. Don’t miss 
out on the fun! All ages and abilities, and 
all kinds of music welcome. Registration 
period: March 30-April 10. Hosted by the 
Slocan District Chamber of Commerce. 
More info: 250-358-7249 or 250-226-7967.
ANNUAL ST. PADDY’S ‘VEGAS’ 
NIGHT Saturday, March 14, Slocan Legion 
Hall 502 Harold St. Doors open 5:30 pm, 6 
pm Casino, 7 pm Buffet, 8 pm more Casino. 
Live entertainment. Tickets $15 to March 8 
and $20 thereafter at Mountain Valley Station 
in Slocan or phone 250-355-2672 to reserve. 
Fantastic food, good fun, great music! The 
Legion welcomes members & guests.
SILVERY SLOCAN HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY AGM at 7 pm on March 24, 2015. 
To be held at the Hidden Garden. Support 
your local history. Everyone welcome.
DUMONT CREEK BURIAL SOCIETY 
AGM 7 pm April 9 Vallican Whole. 
Discussion: Developing Green Burial options. 
New members welcome. Information: 226-
7670, days; 226-7349, eves.
MARK YOUR CALENDAR! April 14 
Two concerts for Corazon Youth Choir. An 
afternoon at 2:00 and an evening concert 
7:00 pm at the Memorial Hall in Silverton.
SPRING BREAK ART ACTIVITIES for 
youth ages 7 - 12. Workshops will be held 
at the New Denver Youth Centre during the 
week of March 16-20. There will be clay, 

CARDS OF THANKS

pastel art, theatre sports and expressive art. 
Workshops are from 10:00 - 1:00. Registration 
forms will be available at the school. Only 15 
youth can enroll so it is important to sign up 
in advance. Call Penelope if you have any 
questions 358-7269.
READY, SET, LEARN! A FREE program for 
parents (or caregivers) and preschoolers (ages 
3 to 5).  Special guest events and activities, 
including creative art, science, literacy, 
numeracy, music and movement, cooking and 
puppet shows. Join Julia  and Lila, Mondays, 
12:45 to 3:15, April 13, 20, 27, and May 4. 
Location: Lucerne School in the Preschool/
Strong Start Room. To register, call Julia 
at 250-358-2745 or Lila at 250-358-7766. 
Sponsored by SD10 & Ministry of Education.
THE SLOCAN LAKE GALLERY 
Society in its role as Arts Council is hosting 
a meeting to discuss collaborative ways 
to promote the arts, culture and heritage, 
March 28, 10 - 12, Knox Hall, New Denver, 
supported by BCAC. 
BCSPCA FARM ANIMAL ADVOCACY 
GROUP Burger & Beer Fundraiser. 
Saturday, March 14, 6:00 P.M. to 9:00 
P.M., Finley’s Irish Bar & Grill. Tickets: 
$17, includes cruelty-free burger, beer, 
Hi Ball, wine or Non-alcoholic beverage. 
Entertainment, prizes and raffles too! 
Generously sponsored by: Kootenay Co-op 
& Kootenay Bakery. For More information 
contact BCSPCA (250) 352-7178
FOR THE FIRST TIME EVER , 
Cellist Jeff Faragher is joined on stage by 
Fiddler Aurora Smith. Hear the energy of 
Breakwater as they combine styles of folk, 
Celtic, classical and more to create an 
exciting musical experience. Performances 
on Saturday, March 14 at the Bluebelle 
Bistro in Kaslo at 7 pm and Wednesday, 
March 25 at the Silverton Memorial Hall 
at 7:30 pm. Admission by Donation. Visit 
http://jefffaragher4.wix.com/breakwater
SLOCAN VALLEY  ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 
Scheduled Meeting Dates: Wednesdays, 
March 18, April 29, May 20, September 
30, October 21 and November 25 at 6 
pm. In Slocan council chambers, at the 
Village Office, 503 Slocan St. unless posted 

otherwise. All meetings are open to the 
public. For more information: 250-226-
0064/ slocanvalleyedc@gmail.com.
INTERGENERATIONAL COOKING 
CLASS - Adults, seniors and youth 
come together to create traditional and 
contemporary recipes. Bring your secret 
family recipes and your appetite for 
evenings of cooking, eating and fun! 
This is a free program offered by the 
Columbia Basin Alliance for Literacy and 
WE Graham Community Service Society. 
Thursdays, 4:30 - 7:00 at the WE Graham 
Youth Centre, March 12 - April 30. Please 
call Alison at 359-6887 to register.

NAKUSP TRIPLEX FOR RENT. 3-4 
bedrooms. On acreage. 1200 sq. ft. $675/
mo. Appliances. 1-250-575-8867 or 1-250-
863-0886.
OFFICE/STORE FOR RENT - 900+ sq. ft., 
as of June 1st, located at 204 Broadway St., 
Nakusp, BC. Contact Ernie @ 250-265-4516.
MOUNTAIN COTTAGE above Slocan 
Lake available for short term rentals this 
spring. Monthly discounts. 250-231-2174 
LOCATION: SUBDVISION IN 
NAKUSP, Columbia Cr. For April 01, 
2015. 2 bedr, 1 bathr, tool shed, extensions: 
family room and covered deck. Clean, 
recently painted and carpets. Incl: Fridge, 
stove. Oil furnace, new pellet stove. 
W/D optional. Firm: n/s, n/p, references. 
Suits one couple, or with one child. 
Rent $700 month, plus utilities. CTC: 
energybalance@shaw.ca – for application.
NEW DENVER HOUSE near the lake. 
Available for rent mid-May to mid-
August. Contact 250-542-5530 or email 
nevalouiselow@gmail.com

CAR KEYS – Two keys (one Valet) on an 
electronic keychain found in a box of donated 
items at the Donation Store in New Denver. 
The keys are at the Valley Voice office in New 
Denver. Call to claim. 250-358-7218. 

AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING 
CONTAINERS 20 ft and 40 ft sizes. 
Kootenay Containers. Sales & Rentals. 
Castlegar. 250-365-3014.

YOGA WITH TYSON in Nakusp & 
Winlaw. Feldenkrais ‘Awareness Through 
Movement’ classes. Thai Massage physical 
therapy. 250-226-6826 thaitouch@
yahoo.com www.thaitouch.ca
YOGA IN SILVERTON - THE INWARD 
JOURNEY: Monday morning 9-10:30; 
Thursday 4–5:30 pm. Honour your body by 
reducing stress, building strength, flexibility 
and balance. Upper story of the fire hall 
in Silverton. Only 5 minutes from New 
Denver. Open to all levels. Come and share 
mindfulness and the exultation of inner flow.

THE EDGEWOOD GENERAL STORE 
is looking for full-time summer employees 
from April until the end of Septembe , must 
be over 19 years of age and willing to work 
weekends and evenings until 9 pm, and 
have FoodSafe. Please mail resume to Box 
9, Edgewood, BC V0G 1J0.
LOCAL FUNERAL HOME is looking 
for part time help which may include 
transportation assistance and attendance 
during funerals. Hours are varied, and 
often include nights and weekends. 
Dignified, respectful and well-presented 
persons are welcome to apply. Individuals 
must be physically fit, have a clean 
driver’s abstract and a criminal record 
check. Please send resumes to Ron 
Baerg at valleyfuneralhome@live.com. 
Suitable candidates will be contacted for 
an interview.

WANTED: A QUOTE for five cords of 
birch firewood, cut 18” length, split and 
delivered to Red Mountain Road. 358-7236.
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REWARD OFFERED for return of iPod 
LOST in New Denver. If found call 250-
358-7198.

FOR INFORMATION ON AA, NA, 
OA, ACOA OR ALANON MEETINGS 
contact in New Denver: 358-7904 or 358-
7158; Nakusp 265-4216; Kaslo 353-2658; 
Slocan 355-2805; South Slocan 226-7705; 
Playmor Junction 359-7310.
NELSON & AREA ELDER ABUSE 
PREVENTION Resource Centre: 250-
352-6008 preventeldRabuse@sbdemail.
com / www.nelsonelderabuseprevention.
org. Drop-in Wednesdays 12-2 pm, 
719 Vernon Street, Nelson. Nelson and 
District Seniors Coordinating Society.

LOST

Support the Valley Voice with 
a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30 

Open Wednesday - Saturday 
10:30 am – 4:30 pm

Closed Sunday -Tuesday

Main Street, New Denver
250-358-2178

WINTER HOURS
9 AM - 9 PM

Kaslo Clothes Hanger

Open Thurs - Sun

Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area. 
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

New Market Foods
518 6th Ave • New Denver
250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290

email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm

NOTICES

Legendary 
Meats 

Custom 
Cutting

Open for the 2014 Cutting 
Season

Call now to book your appointment
Phone/Fax 250.226.7803
www.legendarymeats.ca
2826 Hwy 6, Slocan Park

358-7769

AvA’S  
Hair Studio

Far right entrance of the Wild Rose Building in Rosebery

OPEN YEAR-ROUND

HaIR

Certified by the Province of BC to test drinking water

H. A. Benson Inc.
Chartered Accountant
119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0

Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: howard@habenson.ca

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY Bikes, Skis, 
Snowshoes

Sales and 
Maintenance 

Call Shon
250-265-3332

shonsbs@gmail.com

Your ad could 
be here for only 

$11.00 + GST

CLASSIFIED/COMMUNITY
OBITUARIES

Personal Classifieds start at $8.00
Call 250-358-7218 for details

PETS

REAL ESTATE

SERvICES

226-0008

WANTED

PERSONALIZED DOG CARE - 
WINLAW. Your dog’s home away from 
home, no kennels, acres of fenced play area 
and river swims. Call now to book your 
dog’s vacation. 1-250-448-6553, www.
barknrollinn.com.

LOG HOME AND 8.8 ACRES in Lower 
Slocan Valley, bordering the Slocan River. 
$299,900. Phone: (250) 352-6533, or check 
out valleyplace.shawwebspace.ca for more 
information

Easter Bunny Hop: Sat Mar 28, 
1-2:30pm, $5/child, Vallican Whole. 
Please let us know if you plan to attend.
Natural Plant Dyes:  Sat Mar 28, 
10am–3pm, $85 Threads Guild.
Gluten Free Baking: Sun Mar 29, 12-
2:30pm, $40, Crescent Valley Hall.
Backyard Chickens: Sat April 4, 12:30-
4:30pm, $25, Slocan Park Hall.
Painting with Texture: Sun April 5 & 
April 12, 9am-4:00pm, $175 Crescent 
Valley Hall.

SAVE MONEY @ PETER’S WINDOWS 
& DOORS with energy-efficient windows, 
doors and siding by Gentek. We are the 
exclusive dealer of long lasting, high 
performing windows by Gentek. We also 
have lots of wood and metal doors in 
stock. Now selling Gentek siding. 1-250-
399-0079.
GERRY CONWAY  – Journeyman 
carpenter/builder. 250-265-3163.
SUE MISTRETTA, M.A. offers Online 
Counselling and Counselling sessions in 
Silverton and Winlaw offices. Contact 
www.handandsoul.ca or 358-2177.
MR. FIX IT - For all your home 
improvements. Laminate, Tiles, Renos, 
MORE. FREE ESTIMATES 250-399-
6606 www.fixithomeservices.ca

HOUSE-SIT WANTED: Responsible, 
mature male looking for house-sit in New 
Denver/Silverton or Kaslo areas. Call 250-
777-3842.
RUSTY VOLKSWAGON bus/van with 
split front windshield. Any information 
please call 403-690-7646.

RENTAL WANTED - Sarah, Mark, and 
Sequoia Jeffreys are seeking a furnished 
summer rental in the Slocan from mid/late 
May to early August. Ideally, we would like 
to rent a place in New Denver or Silverton 
close to the lake, but as in past summers, 
we are open to possibilities from Red Mtn 
Rd up to Hills. Please contact us, by email 
at markjeffreys@yahoo.com or by phone 
at (801) 910-1532, if you have or know of 
an availability suitable for two adults and 
a little girl with no pets. We look forward 
to being back!
COUPLE FROM CANMORE looking 
for a house to rent for the summer from the 
beginning of June to end August, preferably 
in New Denver or Silverton. Please feel 
free to contact us if you have any leads 
or have a place to rent! Heather and Mike 
Bishop - bishop.heather1@gmail.com or 
403-968-2944.
ACCOMMODATION EXCHANGED 
for taking care of my healthy cat during 
Spring Break. New Denver. Call 250-
358-7198

PATRICK BUTLER - It is with great 
sadness the Butler family have announced 
that Patrick “Pat” Butler passed away on 
February 26 in Merritt, BC at the age of 78 
years. Pat was raised and attended school in 
New Denver. In later years, he worked as a 
greenskeeper at Valley View Golf Course. 
Pat will be missed by all of his family 
and friends. In lieu of flowers, a donation 
may be made to Canuck Place Children’s 
Hospice, 1690 Matthew Ave., Vancouver, 
BC  V6J 2T2.

SLOCAN vALLEY RECREATION
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FLOWERS

CLASSIFIED/COMMUNITY

Your ad could 
be here for only 

$11.00 + GST

ENVIRONMENT

Appointments can be scheduled by contacting 
his Nelson office at 250-352-5135

Dr. Brennan comes to New Denver and Nakusp every week:
Slocan Community Health Centre on Wednesday Afternoons

Arrow Lakes Hospital on Thursday Mornings
Neck Pain, Back Pain, Headaches, Shoulder 

Pain, Foot Pain, Hip Pain

Dr. Michael Brennan • Chiropractor
Over 10 years experience

info

Your ad could 
be here for only 

$11.00 + GST

Open 1 pm to 4:30 pm Tues. to Sat.

Fresh Florist Arrangements  
                   by Darlene
Green Acres Ventures

Weddings & Everyday Flowers
Delivery available 250-265-1379

email: greenacres@live.ca • www.greenacresnakusp.ca

Infinite Wisdoms Integrated Bodyworks
M. A. Simon – Specialized Kinesiology Traumatologist, 
Touch for Health Instructor, Cranial Sacral, Full Body 

Alignments, Stress & Trauma release, Certified Courses
Consultations Wednesdays at 
The Barbershop on Broadway

margaretannsimon@gmail.com 250-265-4455

Advertise in the 
Valley Voice

It pays!!!
• Call 358-7218 for 

details • 
email: 

valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

MICHAEL MLOSZEWSKI 
It’s a daunting task to face, this presenting of 

some reflections about my brother after his death. 
He always loomed blessedly large for me and was 
a consistent source of support, encouragement, 
creative provocation and sheer beauty. I’m going 
to start by stepping aside from the responsibility 
and giving room for these words posted last 
year by his very close and longtime friend John 
Rushforth on his Facebook page:

“Michael is a very talented Kootenay 
musician and songwriter. Those of you who know 
him, know that he has a super keen intellect, an 
immense vitality, and one of the most infectious 
laughs ever. He is a fearless seeker of spirit and 

explorer of consciousness. He is one of the best 
read and most articulate people I know despite 
never having gone to university. Throughout his 
ordeal he has maintained an incredibly upbeat 
spirit.”

I think you get a pretty good sense of Michael 
from that.

Michael was born in downtown Toronto on a 
winter day, January 22, 1956, and spent his first 
4 years there with his mother Ellen McDermid, 
who taught public school, and his father Mark 
Mloszewski who was in a science PhD program 
at U of T. Photographs on the Great Lakes 
shores of Ontario and Huron with both sides of 
the family and in the Ontario bush show early 
introductions to the woods and waters that he 
showed such love for. He lived his most junior 
schooling years in, first, Ghana and then 4 years 
in Kenya where he went to boarding school and, 
as a large kid, he was pulling his weight beyond 
his years in the team sports and mixing with 
the big boys. Meanwhile his younger brothers 
had joined him in the family – Roger in 1958 
in Toronto and Adam in 1962 in Ghana; sister 
Aleksandra was born in 1983 in London, UK to 
his father Mark and his wife Magdalene.

Michael returned to Toronto from Kenya 
(1968) and over the next year learned how to 

play guitar from a couple of Gordon Lightfoot’s 
early song books, moving on later to Bob Dylan 
and then the Beatles. He was sent off to St. John’s 
boys’ school near Selkirk, Manitoba at age 13 
where his difficult, extraordinary and demanding 
experiences over the following 5 years provided 
a colourful and gritty world for discovery, 
exploration and sheer ingenuity. 

He often acknowledged the intense impact 
of that time and deep friendships were forged 
there that carried through until the end of his life.

He struck out on his own, working in farming 
and logging, and working for a period at a 
Winnipeg detox centre. When he was 18 he wrote 
a lot of poetry and was invited to join a group of 
much older writers who went by the name W3 
(Winnipeg Writers Workshop) which was made 
up of novelists, poets, and songwriters - many 
successfully published - that led him onto the 
ground floor of the Winnipeg Folk Festival in 
1974. He shared a house with the Artistic Director 
and his family for many years and had the great 
good fortune of spending time with many of the 
leading musicians of the day. There was a time 
when it looked like he was going to become a 
children’s entertainer, but he had other fish to fry, 
and by the end of his time in Winnipeg he was 
the Festival’s site co-ordinator and had helped 

organize the first Edmonton, Calgary, Canmore 
and Toronto Folk Festivals.  

Michael had a son, Ethan in 1980 and 
soon thereafter moved to BC where he became 
a Treeplanter and Homesteader in Argenta. 
Numerous songs and square dances later he was 
still at it to the end. 

He assisted several tours with Harry Manx 
including one that took them from New York to 
San Francisco, he opened for the Be Good Tanyas 
and played his own music throughout BC. He 
wrote, performed and recorded his own original 
music for many years and created a substantial 
body of work.

His most recent work (the CD entitled ‘A 
place like this’) was written while facing his 
terminal cancer diagnosis...

Michael included these comments in the 
cover notes on the CD jacket: “November 12 - 
14, 2013 were magical days for me. Somehow 
I found myself in a great recording studio with 
six of Vancouver’s finest musicians playing 
and interpreting my songs. Choreographed and 
quarter-backed by Simon Kendall, this CD is a 
very live and largely spontaneous collaboration. 
My heartfelt thanks to all of you for sharing your 
time, talents and camaraderie during those days 
in the studio, and a special thanks to Linda for 

additional vocals, Caroline for her invaluable 
ears, suggestions and cover design and to Irena, 
who made it all possible.”

Michael died on September 4, 2014 in the 
Nelson Hospital.

During his last couple of days, from his 
hospital bed in waking moments, Michael used 
his energy largely in speaking words of love, care 
and support for his son, family members, friends 
and his beloved partner Caroline.

His kindness, generosity of spirit, insights 
and enthusiasm for life have touched all those 
who knew him in profound ways.

Michael honoured and encouraged both the 
world and the people around him and in so doing 
earned their everlasting respect and love. 
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In Memoriam

“Love you Lots”
Dejana ( Dee ) Milankov

May 11, 1980 - March 3, 2014

Some people come into our lives and quickly go.
Some people move our souls to dance.
They awaken us to new understanding

with the passing whisper of their wisdom.
Some people make the sky more beautiful to gaze upon.

They stay in our lives for a while,
leave footprints on our hearts,

and we are never ever the same.
– Flavia Weedn

Dejana’s celebration of life/memorial will take place
March 14, 2015 at 2 pm

at the Vallican Whole Community Centre
in Vallican BC

submitted
Felix and Jasmine Schellenberg 

from Rafter 25 Ranch are coming 
to the Kootenays March 27-28 to 
share their knowledge with the local 
farming and food community. Their 
ranch is a testament to the family’s 
commitment to ethical agriculture, 
with their biodynamic and organic 
practices dramatically increasing 
biodiversity on their land. 

Felix is the keynote speaker 
at this year’s ‘Farm Food Fork’ 
conference, talking about his family’s 
experiences of building an on-farm 

Farm Food Fork: Chilcotin ranchers to share knowledge 
abattoir, selling direct to consumers 
through the Vancouver-based 
Pasture to Plate butcher shop, and 
incorporating rotational grazing and 
biodynamic principles in their daily 
farm practice.

The couple will  also run 
workshops on March 28 through 
the Homesteading 101 program. 
Felix will teach a field-based 
morning workshop on the ins and 
outs of rotational grazing, covering 
a variety of topics from fencing, 
supplementation and irrigation to 
stockmanship and animal health. 
Jasmine will spend the afternoon 
looking at biodynamic farming, 
including the seven foundational 
prepara t ions  of  b iodynamic 
agriculture, which will we apply in 
the field during the workshop. She’ll 

also share other complementary 
practices they use to build healthy 
soil and food. 

Workshop tickets are priced at 
$25 for each workshop, or $45 for 
the whole day.

This year’s Farm Food Fork event 
March 27 focuses on sustainable 
local meat production. During the 
day, we are hosting a STEAKholder 
forum, inviting anyone involved in 
food or the local economy to attend, 
including farmers, economists, policy 
makers, funders, chefs, butchers and 
passionate consumers.

In the evening we’re opening 
the doors for a STEAKeater feast, 
inviting consumers to come and learn 
more about the meat they eat. As 
well as hosting a live butchery demo, 
we’re challenging local chefs to show 

off their skills and cook up some 
offal for our snout-to-tail tastings. 
Attendees will also enjoy a series of 
short presentations by knowledgeable 
experts through our ‘grass-FED’ 
talks, and be entertained and educated 
by short films on the subject of meat.

Farm Food Fork is being held at 
the Spirit Bar in the Hume Hotel in 
Nelson. Tickets are priced at $25 for 
the STEAKholder forum, $20 for the 
evening STEAKeater feast, or $40 
for a big STEAKS full day pass. We 
are also offering subsidized tickets to 
the first 10 farmers who sign up for 

a ‘Whole Hog’ ticket which, priced 
at $65, gives you access to the full 
day of F3 plus both workshops the 
following day. (Too steep? Email 
f3@kootenayfood.com for volunteer 
opportunities and ticket subsidies. 
See www.farmfoodfork.com for 
further info.)

This is a great opportunity to 
gather together as a community to 
look at how we, as a region, can 
produce more of our own meat, eat 
more sustainably, and strive towards 
better food security. We look forward 
to seeing you there!

submitted
OpenMedia ,  an  advocacy 

organization working to encourage 
open and innovative communication 
systems within Canada, says the recent 
AWS-3 wireless spectrum auction has 
broken the ‘Big Three’ stranglehold on 
the industry.

Independent cell phone service 
Wind successfully obtained an 
important portion of spectrum in this 
auction, increasing its spectrum assets 
by 180 per cent in BC, Alberta and 
Ontario. According to Industry Canada, 
Canada’s new wireless competitors 
increased their spectrum holdings by 
107 percent on average. 

For context, after this auction the 
Big Three (Telus, Rogers and Bell) will 
still control 75 percent of the available 
spectrum, but in 2006 they controlled 
98 percent of the spectrum. While the 
Big Three still control the vast majority 

Improved wireless service choice, government says
of Canada’s available spectrum, the 
outcome of this auction will begin to 
balance the scales for non-incumbent 
cell phone companies to provide faster 
data services on a more level playing 
field.

OpenMedia welcomes the news 
as a positive step forward for wireless 
choice, but notes that more action will 
be needed to ensure every Canadian 
has an affordable alternative to the Big 
Three. Canadians currently pay some of 
the highest prices in the industrialized 
world for wireless service, which 
OpenMedia blames on the Big Three 
using their control over 90 per cent 
of the market “to keep prices high 
by blocking Canadians from more 
affordable providers.”

More and more Canadians are 
speaking out against the Big Three’s 
activities to block access to content and 
services at: http://unblockCanada.ca.


