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Highway 6 closed near Needles ferry
Chenuz estimated that 60,000
cubic meters of material was slipping
in an area about 100 metres wide.
“The road will remain closed
until the land settles or rainfall takes
all the material out of there,” he
said. “It’s too dangerous to bring
in equipment, and equipment could
trigger a mudslide.”
Chenuz said slides and road
problems are expected in this area in
the spring, but the Needles slough is
certainly “unusual.”
“This is Mother Nature at work,
with the rain, the quick snow melt
and the underground springs,” he
said.
Chenuz said a lot of spring
water is coming out of the ground
underneath the road. “We don’t
know where it’s coming from, but it’s
coming,” he said. “We’ve mitigated
all the water coming from the site.
It’s all going into culverts and being
carried away from the site, so it can

by Jan McMurray
Part of the Fauquier Golf Course is
sliding towards the lake.
On Friday, February 13, a piece of
land between the clubhouse and the lake
sloughed off, creating a 50- to 75-foot
drop, and heavily damaging two holes
(3 and 4) and a golf cart pathway. A

week later, on Friday, February 20, local
residents reported that the sloughed land
was still sliding towards the water. The
clubhouse is not affected.
The club is advising that spring
golfers may have to be restricted to
seven holes for a short time until repairs
are made.

dry up.”
Chenuz said the crew had done
six to seven hours of work on Barnes

Creek Forest Service Road to make
it a safe detour route, and would
do further work on February 24 to

allow all commercial vehicles to use
it. The forest service road is being
monitored regularly.
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by Jan McMurray
Highway 6 has been closed for a
week now, due to dramatic sloughing
one kilometre from the Needles ferry
landing on the Edgewood side.
A detour on Barnes Creek Forest
Service Road is open to single lane
alternating traffic. This detour was
open immediately to emergency
vehicles, and has been open to
the travelling public since the day
after the highway was closed. It is
expected to be open to commercial
vehicles as of February 25.
‘The Needles slough’ appeared
last Wednesday, February 18,
when the land underneath the
highway started sliding. “About
80 metres before the slough, there
was a mudslide that went into the
river,” explained Bart Chenuz,
Area Manager with the Ministry
of Transportation. “But it’s pulling
everything down behind it and it’s
moving half an inch an hour.”

Highway 6 has been closed for a week now, due to dramatic sloughing one kilometre from the Needles ferry landing on the Edgewood side.

Fauquier Golf Course suffers damage – low lake levels could be a factor

Part of the Fauquier Golf Course is sliding towards the lake.

Locals say that this area of the
course has drainage issues, and it is not
the first time it has sloughed. But they’ve
never seen it this bad.
The rain earlier this month
combined with the quick snowmelt has
caused problems throughout the region,
most notably near Needles where the
highway has sloughed. But locals say
another factor for the golf course may
be the unusually low lake levels this
month. Fluctuations in water levels
often cause erosion, an issue only too
familiar for people living on the Arrow
Lakes Reservoir.
BC Hydro representative Jen
Walker-Larsen reported that the
elevation of the reservoir is lower than
it has been in nine years, since 2006,
but is still 16 feet above the licenced
minimum. The minimum level is 420
metres (1,378 feet), and the reservoir
was at 424.8 (1,393.7 feet) on February
19. She said the reservoir is expected
to be managed between 425.2 metres
(1,395 feet) and 422.2 metres (1,384
feet) in February and March before
starting its annual refill. “These levels

were routinely observed prior to 2006
across February and April,” she said.
A special advisory about the
low water levels on the Arrow Lakes
Reservoir was issued by BC Hydro on
February 3. The advisory explains that
inflows into the reservoir are low this
year because not as much power is being
generated at Mica as usual, so there’s
not as much discharge from Kinbasket
Reservoir into the Arrow as usual. Not
only has the mild weather affected the
ability to generate power at Mica, but
also preference for power generation is
being given to the Peace system this year
“in order to manage Williston Reservoir
levels in advance of major capital work
at the WAC Bennett Dam.”
Fauquier resident Annette Devlin
explained that BC Hydro built the
golf course as a Centennial project in
1967, and donated the old Fauquier
schoolhouse for use as the clubhouse.
BC Hydro had acquired the golf course
land from residents and the schoolhouse
from School District 10 in the buy-outs
prior to flooding the valley to build the
dams.

Walker-Larsen noted that Hydro
leased the golf course land to the Golf
Club for 30 years, from 1967 to 1997,
until the club asked to purchase it.
Hydro sold it to the club for a dollar in
1997. Walker-Larsen said BC Hydro
has contributed $50,000 over the years
for improvements to the course, to
complement local volunteer efforts.
Walker-Larsen pointed out that
erosion at the golf course has been
happening for decades. “The purchase
agreement itself explained that the
land was unstable and that any erosion
would need to be managed by the club,”
she said. “The club was well aware of
the risks and was prepared to manage
them moving forward. They have a
geotechnical engineer who is very
familiar with the property and who can
assess the situation and determine what
they can do to fix the issue.”
Walker-Larsen said BC Hydro had
heard about the slough from third parties,
not from the golf club directly. “We
are reaching out to the golf club to get
more information and ensure the proper
procedure is being followed,” she said.
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Co-op study project hosts event in New Denver
by Art Joyce
New Denver residents got a chance
to participate in a study project aimed at
understanding the needs and capacity for
co-operatives in the community. Darcy
Overland of the Centre for the Study of
Co-operatives, based at the University of
Saskatchewan, hosted a meeting at the
Bosun Hall the evening of February 18,
outlining the Co-operative Innovation
Project’s scope and inviting feedback.
Overland was impressed with the
turnout, which she said was the largest
of the half-dozen meetings they’ve held
in western Canada so far.
“You guys have a co-operative
hotbed here,” said Overland. “It’s unique
compared to anywhere else.”
Overland said that it had been
something like 30 years since a
comparable study had been done, so a
new set of data was needed to reflect
current socio-economic conditions.
The project aims to study community
characteristics conducive to a cooperative start-up in rural and Aboriginal
communities across western Canada and
develop an appropriate model for co-op
development. More than merely an
academic exercise, one of its goals is to

PALS is looking for a loving
home for this mother and son
pair, who have been abandoned.
They are shy and need gentle
loving attention. If you would like
more information and would like
to meet them please call PALS
at 250-265-3792 or email info@
pals-online.ca.
PALS will be hosting the Legion
Meat Draws for the month of
March. Please come out and
support PALS and the Legion.
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identify common needs and challenges
and find possible solutions.
Co-ops offer communities a chance
to keep both human and financial capital
within the community. There are many
models of organization but typically
they are formed to answer the needs of
their members or workers in ways that
private corporations cannot. According
to Grassroots Economic Organizing,
co-ops “are community-owned private
enterprises that combine consumers
with owners, and buyers with sellers
in a democratic governance structure.
Cooperatives solve the general economic
problem of under or over production,
business uncertainty, and excessive
costs. Cooperatives address market
failure and fill gaps that other private
businesses ignore; such as: provision
of rural electricity or other utilities in
sparsely populated areas, provision of
affordable healthy and organic foods;
and access to affordable credit and
banking services, to affordable housing,
to quality affordable child or elder care,
to markets for culturally sensitive goods
and arts.”
The Slocan Valley already has
one such group, the Slocan Valley Coop, and the Kootenay Savings Credit
Union was originally formed along
similar lines. A World Council of Credit
Unions study (2007) found that, “After
five years, 90 percent of cooperatives
are still in business, while only three
to five percent of traditional businesses
are still operating after five years.” One
such local example is the Kootenay Coop based in Nelson as an organic food
outlet, which has been in existence for 40
years. The Slocan Valley Co-op is even
older, established in 1957 by Doukhobor
farmers. The broad base of support in a
community is cited by some studies as
a reason for this stability and longevity.
Participants were first asked to
brainstorm as to what needs existed
in the New Denver community that
might be answered by forming a coop. Top of the list for many was more
seniors housing, rentals and affordable
housing. Recreation facilities or a
community centre, with youth activities

The Area H North TV Society
is holding its
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and possibly an artists’ or artisans’ coop, were mentioned by both working
groups at the meeting. The inadequate
public transit service to the north Slocan
Valley was also noted, with possible
remedies being a car share co-op or
community taxi service. Some form of
co-op to facilitate local food production
and food security was another common
need cited. Another issue commonly
cited was the need for business transition
planning as business owners reach
retirement age and the community faces
the potential loss of these services. This

is complicated by the seasonal economy,
which forces most younger workers
to leave the community to find jobs.
The need for fibre-optic high-speed
broadband was mentioned as a possible
means of attracting younger workers to
the community.
Participants were then asked to
decide whether they felt solutions to
these various problems could be found
by co-ops alone, public (government)
support, private enterprise or a
combination of any of these three sectors.
A limiting factor was whether people

felt a solution could be accomplished
within a two- to three-year timeline. A
further question posed by Overland was
whether the community felt there were
any significant barriers to forming co-ops
to address these issues. Most felt that
the high rate of local volunteerism here
reflected a significant pool of energy,
talent and willingness but too often the
barrier was lack of capital.
For more information visit http://
usaskstudies.coop/?p=3596 or http://
www.geo.coop/story/benefits-andimpacts-cooperatives.

by Katrine Campbell
The Village of Nakusp is searching
for a new Chief Administrative
Officer to replace Linda Tynan,
who is moving on to the Okanagan.
After four years in Nakusp, Tynan
will become CAO for the District
of Summerland, because “it’s an
opportunity to go back to a bigger
community.”
She worked for the City of Nelson
before heading north to Nakusp.
Tynan says she took the job in Nakusp
“because of the challenges they were
facing. I feel like I’ve done a lot of
work in sorting out those challenges.”
When she arrived, there had
been excessive staff turnover and the
Village was in the midst of a lot of big
projects, she said.
“What I brought to Nakusp was
maybe stability: getting the finances
straight, getting council focused on
strategic planning, getting a firm
foundation back again.
“Being in Nakusp has been a
remarkable experience as far as
getting support from the staff,
the mayor, council, and various
community groups I’ve been working
with. It was a little bit eye-opening
how dedicated individuals and groups
of people can be to a community.”
She called the Village “a
completely rewarding place to work”
with a dedicated staff with a desire
to learn and grow and do their best.
“I can’t emphasize enough – to
have the kind of support from the
mayor and council that I had, when
you’re working on the same page
together, how much you can get done.
It doesn’t happen in all communities
like that.”
Mayor Karen Hamling paid
tribute to Tynan’s work, saying she
had done an exceptional job.
“She brought the finances in line;
we had personnel issues and she dealt
with those issues and resolved them.
“Linda brought professionalism
to the organization that we haven’t
seen in a long time. We’ll miss her

but we recognize that she is wanting
to grow in her professional life and
we wish her the best.
“We feel very fortunate we had
her for the time that we did.”

Tynan’s last day in Nakusp will be
March 18. Hamling said the Village
is advertising for her replacement
and Tynan will be “an integral part”
of reviewing the resumés.

submitted
Two women with a record of
speaking out about environmental
problems will talk about the Mt.
Polley and Lemon Creek spills today
in Nelson and Castlegar.
The Federation of Post-Secondary
Educators’ Human Rights and
International Solidarity Committee
presents the Environmental Solidarity
Speaker’s Tour, featuring Jacinda
Mack speaking about the Mt. Polley
mine disaster in the Pit at Selkirk
College (Castlegar) at noon, and with
Marilyn Burgoon (Lemon Creek
disaster) at 7 pm at the Nelson United
Church.
Jacinda Mack is the Mining
Response Co-ordinator at the Northern
Shuswap Tribal Council. Born and
raised in Xat’sull, she is a community
organizer who enjoys fishing, hunting,
and harvesting traditional food.
Mack holds a Master’s degree in

Communication and Culture from York
University, has conducted research in
self-government, and has experience
protecting Indigenous land and
advising on natural resources policy.
Marilyn Burgoon, president of
Perry Ridge Water Users’ Association,
is a longtime resident and an advocate
for watershed protection in the Slocan
River Valley since 1983. On July 26,
2013, 33,000 litres of jet fuel was
discharged into Lemon Creek and
entered the Slocan River and Kootenay
River, killing fish and harming aquatic
ecology. Burgoon exercised her
constitutional right and filed a private
prosecution under the Federal Fisheries
Act.
Come join the discussion on the
urgent need to protect our watersheds,
the fundamental human right to clean
drinking water, and addressing the
impacts of extractives industries on
healthy water for all.

Nakusp CAO leaves for the Okanagan

Speakers link the Mount Polley and
Lemon Creek environmental disasters

Annual General Meeting

at 7:00 pm on Thursday, March 19, 2015
at the Hidden Garden Gallery
805 Kildare Street, New Denver
Anyone interested in the local re-broadcast of our seven
TV channels and five radio stations is welcome to attend.

Nakusp resident Jo Blackman brought home a silver and two bronze medals from the Special
Olympics BC Winter Games in Kamloops last weekend. Blackman won all three medals in
alpine skiing events. His coach, Eric Waterfield, reports that the Region 1 (Kootenay) team did
exceptionally well in alpine skiing, capturing 27 out of 30 medals.
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Slocan microhydro project moves another step forward
basis,” Mayor Lunn noted in her report
at the council meeting.
The Village’s project consultant,
Mike Walsh of SNT Engineering, has
already prepared and submitted the New
Building Canada application, and will
submit an application under the federal
Gas Tax Strategic Priorities Fund by
the April 15 deadline. Mayor Lunn
thanked CAO Trish Dehnel, CFO Colin
McClure, and Walsh for their work on
the applications.
The New Building Canada Fund
requires that the Village verify that it will
provide at least one-third of the project
budget. At the February meeting, council
moved quickly to ensure it could make
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by Barbara Curry Mulcahy
The Village is taking another step
towards developing a microhydro
facility on Springer Creek. At the
February council meeting, council voted
unanimously to apply for two big grants
for the project.
The total costs of the microhydro
project are estimated at $3.4 million.
The Village has applied for two-thirds
of the value of the project, $2.26 million,
from the New Building Canada Fund.
Mayor Lunn called this grant “a fantastic
opportunity.”
“The project relies on our ability to
access grants and these infrastructure
grants are not available on a regular

that commitment.
Council passed a resolution to use
a portion of its reserve fund, and apply
for grants from other funders, such as
Columbia Basin Trust, Southern Interior
Beetle Action Coalition and the Southern
Interior Development Initiative Trust.
Council considered borrowing a
maximum of $800,000 but, at Councillor
Perriere’s urging, resolved to borrow
a maximum of $1.3 million. Perriere
doesn’t want the project to be restricted
by a lack of funds and reassured the
others that “we will sure work hard” to
avoid borrowing all $1.3 million.
CAO Dehnel says the Village’s
reserves are “in the order of $1 million.”
The Village also has about $288,000 in
its Community Works Gas Tax Fund and
about $48,000 in its RDCK Community
Development Grant fund.

The Village Financial Plan Bylaw
2014-2018 called for microhydro
revenues beginning in 2016. CAO
Dehnel says that annual net revenues
from the project will vary depending on
the climate, as well as on the amount and
terms of the loan, and the interest rates.
Annual gross revenues are anticipated to
be about $300,000, says Dehnel.
The Village plans to have a public
presentation or open house on the project
this spring. Dehnel called the potential
project “a big win for the Village.” She
said it would “provide 100 plus years
of benefits to our community. This will
be a municipally built and operated
microhydro plant providing employment,
energy resilience, and sustainability to
our community…Without this revenue
source, an alternative industrial tenant
or an alternate funding source, the

Village will be required to raise taxes
significantly to stay out of deficit.”
The looming closure of Springer
Creek Forest Products operations in
Slocan galvanized council to look for
a way to replace the tax revenues that
would be lost. In 2010, the Village
applied to the Ministry of Forests,
Lands, and Natural Resource Operations
(FLNRO) for an investigative licence to
investigate development of a microhydro
project. Since then, numerous studies
have been done on the attributes of
Springer Creek and its potential for a
microhydro project.
On January 12 this year, the
Village heard from FrontCounter BC
that its application to FLNRO for
the ‘development plan stage’ of the
microhydro project had been accepted.
Now the application is under review.
The Village’s April 2010 Project
Scope submission, and a January 2014
Waterpower Project Development
Plan prepared by Skmana Consulting
may be viewed at the Ministry’s Land
Tenures Branch at http://arfd.gov.
bc.ca/ApplicationPosting/viewpost.
jsp?PostID=48176. Comments on the
application may be made at this same
link until March 18.

ULRIKE ZOBEL, LAWYER
PRACTISE RESTRICTED TO:
CRIMINAL & FAMILY LAW

A community gathering in remembrance of Victoria Aguilar was held at the gazebo by the lake
in Slocan on February 21. Victoria went missing January 3, when she went for a walk and
never returned to her home in Slocan. She was found deceased on February 17 in an open
area about three kilometres south of Slocan by a citizen walking along Slocan River. Foul play
has been ruled out. Victoria, 63 years old, liked to go for long walks in the area.

Between them, Don Currie of Slocan and Heinz Peter of Winlaw won seven gold medals at the
BC Masters Van Ryswyk Invitational in Kamloops February 13-15. Peter won gold in the high
jump at 1.39 metres in the 65-69 age group. Currie, competing in the age class 80-84, won
four gold medals in running and two gold medals in race walking events. Currie set Canadian
records in the 1500-metre (10.44.45) and 3000-metre (21.31.36) indoor race walks. Currie now
holds the Canadian records for these events in both indoor and outdoor competitions.

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
208 Broadway St., Nakusp, BC

250-265-4372 • 1-877-265-4372

www.ulrikezobel.com
Serving the Arrow and Slocan Lakes
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OPINION

Incivility
and civic
responsibility

In the latest Valley Voice, there
was yet more name-calling and
insulting slurs in these letters.
What possible good can come from
these displays of arrogance, selfindulgence and meanness? This kind
of behavior abuses the privilege of
the Valley Voice letters and shows
a complete disrespect for the entire
readership.
Wouldn’t you agree that how
we treat our fellow human beings
trumps every other issue that we
could possibly discuss here? How
surprisingly incongruous, shortsighted and defeatist, then, to slander
and abuse each other in the name
of promoting some other perceived
good.
Wishful as this may sound,
I’d like to suggest that all writers
here make an exercise of writing
respectfully, with a social conscience,
with a sense of civic responsibility
and even duty. Let us hear your
contribution to the discussion – and
tell us if you’re angry or disappointed
or frustrated, but why not leave out
the venom?
I love the way Sondheim
summed it up after all the striving
and madness in Into The Woods:
“Careful the spell you cast Not just
on children. Sometimes a spell may
last Past what you can see And turn
against you. What do you leave
your child when you’re dead? Only
whatever you put in its head …
Careful the things you say. Children
will listen. Careful you do them too.
Children will see And learn.”
Please think about this: Free
speech is not a free pass, since what
you say, as much as what you do,
affects the quality and direction of
the society we all live in.
Clarence denBok
Silverton
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Don’t change
Kaslo
streetlamps

Remember, was it back in ’96
or ’97 when Kaslo council decided
to place ‘heritage’ streetlamps
downtown? So they placed them out
on cement column pads off the curb,
protruding into the street. Apparently
this made it easy to cut through the
pavement to install underground
wiring, so I was told. Trouble was
that they obstructed the flow of the
gutter and also people were banging
into them while parking. Well, the
answer was to extend the sidewalks
out with paving stones so as to
include the fixtures as part of the
widened sidewalks. Lo and behold
this resulted in the curb being too
shallow for the street runoff to stay
in the gutter. The final answer was
to dig up all the pavement on the
downtown street during summer
tourist season so as to lower the
whole street several inches in order
to have the curb gutters at the proper
height. This solution created a
tremendous amount of material
that had to be hauled somewhere
and once again the decision was to
build up the ‘C’ street ramp up out
of Hidden Valley by the school and
reduce the grade. Unfortunately, no
one considered that the driveways
couldn’t match up to raised road
bed, OOPS! Oh well, we’ll just pick
it up again and haul it elsewhere.
Meanwhile the machinery rumbled
on Front Street much of the summer,
creating stinky exhaust and lots of
dust and nowhere to park!
Change the streetlamps? I don’t
think so given the astronomical cost
of this last endeavour. I suggest those
who want zero light pollution drive
into the wilderness and sit in the
dark, for I have seen the light and
paid for it!
Randy Simpson
Kaslo

EDITORIAL / LETTERS POLICY

The Valley Voice welcomes letters to the editor and community news
articles from our readers.
Letters and articles should be no longer than 500 words and may be
edited. We reserve the right to reject any submitted material.
Please mark your letter “LETTER TO THE EDITOR.” Include your
address and daytime phone number for verification purposes.
We will not knowingly publish any letter that is defamatory or libelous.
We will not publish anonymous letters or letters signed with pseudonyms,
except in extraordinary circumstances.
Opinions expressed in published letters are those of the author and not
necessarily those of the Valley Voice.
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Why VWS
doesn’t support
wolf slaughter

In John Bergenske’s letter in
the previous issue, readers were
told that the Mountain Caribou
Project (MCP), a coalition of seven
environmental groups, supports the
government’s decision to slaughter
wolf packs from helicopters to save
mountain caribou. The MCP says it
has been working to protect caribou
for 10 years.
The Valhalla Wilderness Society
(VWS) began working to protect
caribou about 20 years ago: first
with our proposal for the Goat Range
Provincial Park (which harbours
Central Selkirk caribou today); then
getting the Hamling Lakes Wildlife
Management Area (1995); then in
our Inland Temperate Rainforest
campaign (1998 to present); then
in the Mountain Caribou Recovery
Plan process beginning 2005, in
which two of our current park
proposals received partial protection
over about 50% of their area.
VWS does not support the
helicopter slaughter of wolves to
save caribou, even though the South
Selkirk herd is down to 18 animals.
Why?
Fifty-five years of scientific

reports on the South Selkirk herd
reveal that the South Selkirk herd
crashed down to 25-30 animals in
the early 1970s. This coincided with
the onset of industrial clearcutting
and the opening of the CrestonSalmo highway. Despite intense
efforts by BC and Idaho, since the
1980s, to increase the South Selkirk
herd, it only fluctuated between 25
and 52 animals in all those 45 years.
Over 100 caribou translocated from
northern BC to the South Selkirks
did not result in significant longterm herd increase.
All this was with few, if any,
wolves in sight. Wolves were
scarcely present and were never a
problem for the South Selkirk herd,
according to numerous reports by
both BC and US biologists. A BC
government survey of predators in
the South Selkirk habitat during
2007/08 did not find one single wolf
or wolf track. The only recognized
predation problem was cougars. A
survey one year later found eight
wolves, but caribou remained near
their peak and only plummeted in
2012.
Why might this have happened?
All throughout the region, the
government had implemented
increased hunting and trapping of
cougars and wolves. Many years of
scientific research have shown that

this would have increased the birth
rate of wolves, scattered the packs
into new areas, and caused increased
numbers of packs and breeding
pairs. Secondly, the increased killing
of both top cougars and wolves
would have increased the number
of deer and elk, attracting the new
packs.
If the helicopter shooting ever
stops, the large number of deer
and elk will draw the wolves and
cougars back to the feast. What’s
more, the government has said it will
expand the helicopter slaughter to
protect other herds. This is nothing
less than a permanent regime of
eliminating top predators, which
has been scientifically shown to
do serious ecological damage,
including retarding the regrowth
of young forests and extirpating
numerous small species.
Conservation of endangered
species should not be based on
causing worse ecological damage
and extirpating other species. VWS
believes that the best thing the
government can do to boost the
caribou numbers is to close the
whole caribou winter habitat to
snowmobiling and reduce the speed
on Highway 3 to 60 kilometres per
hour.
Anne Sherrod, New Denver
Valhalla Wilderness Watch

Box 70, New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
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BC Hydro’s debt,
Site C dam and LNG

BC Hydro, already heavily in debt,
is planning to flood the rich agricultural
land on the Peace Valley and borrow a
minimum of $8 billion to build the Site C
dam. BC Utilities Commission oversight
has been removed from the project by this
government, so an independent feasibility
study of whether we actually NEED this
dam isn’t forthcoming.
Here are some quotes from the recently
released ‘BC HYDRO SERVICE PLAN
2014/15-2016/17’:
1. “As a provincial Crown corporation,
BC Hydro borrows all funds through the
Province, and all of BC Hydro’s debt is
either held or guaranteed by the Province.”
So we, the taxpayers, are on the hook
for any borrowing decisions by BC Hydro.
2. “BC Hydro forecasted debt net of
sinking funds, as of March 31, 2014, to be
$15.6 billion, increasing to $18.4 billion at
the end of fiscal 2017.”
Hydro wants to now increase debt by
another $8 billion building Site C?
3. “BC Hydro’s capital expenditure
program results in increasing debt levels
and, along with higher interest rates,
contribute to the increase in finance
charges. BC Hydro forecasts finance
charges to be approximately $597 million
in fiscal 2014 and $838 million in fiscal
2017.”
So last year we, the taxpayers, paid out
$597 million to just carry current BC Hydro
debt and the plans are to increase this debt
by another $8 billion?
At this rate I get why BC Hydro finds
it necessary to increase customer rates by
28% (compounded) over the next five
years, but their whole 10-year plan is not
balanced or fiscally responsible.
It’s no secret that a main intention for
construction of the Site C dam is to provide
energy for production of LNG in BC.
The move to development of climatically
sustainable energy systems would be a
much more prudent move.
Besides, Russia has (according to BP
estimates) 18 times the proven natural gas
reserves of Canada and has already signed
a multi billion dollar agreement to supply
China, by direct pipeline, with natural gas.
Iran alone has 19 times the proven natural
gas reserves of Canada. The high price
of LNG from Canada will be prohibitive
compared to the production of LNG in
these nations. These nations will drive
LNG prices down by timely flooding of the
market, much as OPEC has recently done
with oil, stifling competition.
The simple idea that LNG is BC’s
economic answer (with concurrent Site
C dam construction) must be set aside;
the world is too complex. The drop in
oil prices triggered by foreign producers
has made Alberta vulnerable in the same
way that the BC government’s reliance
on LNG has made BC very economically
vulnerable. That very seductive promise
of easy money has a flip side — these are
economically volatile industries that also
contribute directly to climate change.
The arguments for Site C dam are
flawed for a lot of reasons, but providing
power for LNG plants is an ecologically,
agriculturally and climatically destructive

one. The necessary move away from
fossil fuels such as LNG requires a new
understanding of our role in the world —
one that says we are never free from nature,
nor should we be. We are of nature and
we need sustainable relationships that are
founded on that premise.
John Fyke
New Denver

EMR saturation, however, I certainly
do agree with her, and am pleased she
submitted such a clearly written letter. It
didn’t leave an unpleasant aftertaste like
the bitter pill from Mr. Taylor.
Steve Lones
New Denver

Call for Slocan council
Upset by tone of to reverse decision on
Pete Taylor’s letter microhydro
To understand why municipal
Being one of many people in New
Denver who have opted out of a ‘smart’
meter, I found myself upset by the tone
of Peter Taylor’s letter in the February
11, 2015 Valley Voice. In my case,
opting out was done for health reasons.
I observed several instances of a causal
connection between radiation exposure
and a worsening of two chronic medical
conditions of mine. I am aware that this
is anecdotal reporting based on personal
experience, but anecdotal evidence is
frequently used to determine which issues
to choose for formal scientific study.
From my own observations, and using
the precautionary principle, I decided, as
have many of my neighbours, to avoid EM
radiation as much as possible until more
data comes in. Am I spouting drivel here?
Several years ago, residents in New
Denver fought diligently to prevent Telus
from activating cell phone service in the
village. Eventually, a poll was conducted by
the Village and a majority of residents voted
to oppose service. Based on poll results, the
Village of New Denver and the Chamber
of Commerce asked Telus to forego
installation, but the corporation ignored
local wishes and proceeded anyway. Were
we being a village of ‘nutbars’? Certainly
nobody listened to us. They treated us as if
we were — like we didn’t matter.
Many New Denverites learned a lot
about the effects of wireless radiation
during the cell phone controversy. We had
access to international studies showing
cellular damage at EMR levels far less
than those legally allowed in Canada.
Some studies showed that frequency did
matter, for instance that 2G radiation
could be more damaging to cell health
than radio waves. Other studies showed
the need to consider the combined effects
of pollutants, such as chemical and petrocarbon emissions, radiation and pesticides,
rather than examine the effects of just one
stressor in isolation.
Recently came the big push for ‘smart’
meters by the provincial government. It
became clear that the BC Hydro steamroller
was on its way. Once again, we were going
to be flattened by a giant corporation with
no appreciation for rural values, or for why
people would want to live in a less polluted
place like the Slocan Valley.
Mr. Taylor, you seem to think we
should just keep our yaps shut about all
this. I don’t think so. What I do think is that
we should all strive to be more civil in the
Valley Voice — and that goes for everyone.
Juscha Grunther happens to be an
acquaintance of mine. I have discussed
environmental health topics with her on
several occasions. I know that she does her
research thoroughly, even if I sometimes
respectfully disagree with her conclusions.
When it comes to potential dangers from

councillors commit errors of judgment,
it often helps to identify systemic factors.
I am referring to the unanimous decision
taken by Slocan council on February 10
to proceed with microhydro development
on Springer Creek, and the influence of
globalization in that choice.
While I agree that transition from
a resource economy imposes severe
challenges, I do not accept that the only
solution is to destroy the beauty and
majesty of Springer Creek Canyon. In
fact, I believe the opposite: that the greatest
benefit would follow from permanent
protection of the canyon and surrounding
recreation area, coupled with fish habitat
restoration of the creek’s outflow at
Slocan Lake. To have a healthy resilient
community in the stressful decades ahead,
the best strategy is to attract visitors and
new residents alike by demonstrating
sustainable development through outdoor
recreation, and by committing to the
restoration and preservation of natural
systems.
It isn’t easy to verify the benefits
of a new convergence of environmental
stewardship and community development.
Obtaining sizable grants to study the
situation in Slocan is challenging because
government’s priority is supporting
business, not community.
By slashing spending on health,
education and the environment, while
making public funds available for energy
projects, both senior levels of government
help engineering and construction firms
while hurting ordinary people. If public
borrowing is involved, the banks also
benefit. Using our taxes to help big business
is, in effect, an obscene shoveling of wealth
uphill.
This distortion is more than an
ideological preference for development
at the expense of the environment. As
Naomi Klein’s 2007 book Shock Doctrine
documents in detail, ultra right-wing
governments like those in Ottawa and
Victoria have, as part of their commitment
to globalization, an agenda to destroy
community wherever it flourishes. The
Province promotes microhydro not because
of any sound economic or ecological
considerations, but mainly because it
is so supremely divisive, weakening
communities and making them less
effective.
Council’s blunder into the evils of
this system is understandable; the severe
stress of economic restructuring causes
politicians everywhere to make similar
errors. But an even greater mistake was
to pursue microhydro on a creek that is
too small to produce much power. The
extremely difficult access which makes the
creek such a good recreation area ensures
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that construction costs outweigh the
benefits and, not surprisingly, the project
is therefore not even economic. Council’s
solution, to apply for federal infrastructure
grants to offset the cost of borrowing,
completes the comedy of errors. Canadian
taxpayers are being asked to subsidize
an unneeded project that damages the
environment and removes the possibility
of marketing the Village as eco-friendly.
I believe the members of council are
well meaning people who are in error. It
is our right and responsibility to inform
public leaders when they leave the path
of wisdom, and I hope you will join me
in respectfully asking council to reverse
its decision.
Abram Davis
Nelson

Looking for answers

We regularly encounter letters in the
Valley Voice addressing the question of the
health and safety of microwave radiating
devices, but I still wait for a proper debate.
Seldom do I find a clear response to an issue
raised. I recognize that I am not an expert
in modern communications technology or
its biological effects on living organisms,
but I’m living with this stuff and have
questions. Here are a few:
1. There is an enormous disparity
in what different countries allow in
microwave emission limits. Can you
make sense out of one country allowing
an automobile breaking distance of over
100 times that of another as is the case
with EMFs? Can someone explain why
countries cannot agree on a reasonably
common standard for radiation limits and
why I should feel comfortable living in a
country with one of the most lax standards?
2. So often I encounter people with
technical expertise making statements
about health. Doesn’t health belong to the
field of biology? Didn’t these techies fall
asleep during biology class? Even with
Health Canada, if you communicate with
them you’re likely to get a technical expert.
Don’t we have the right to have experts in
biology advise us on biological effects?
3. Health Canada has two piles of
scientific papers, a pro-pile and a con-pile.
Then they go by what they call ‘weight
of evidence’ to make their decisions, the
weight of piles of paper! In my limited
study of science I learned that, when
you encounter contradictory outcomes,
you have a challenge to search out the
causes. This often leads to significant new
discoveries. Health Canada appears to have
neither the expertise nor the finances to
do such research. Do you really think this
is all we should expect from this public
institution?
4. Why are many countries issuing
warnings and discouraging or prohibiting
the use of mobile phones for children? Why
are they using hard-wired smart meters or
rejecting them altogether? Some countries
are installing Wi-Fi in public places and
some are taking it out for health reasons.
Why?
5. Most of us are aware that the
military is generally ahead in scientific
research and knowledge in those things
that have strategic value. Why do we
have whistle blowers from the military,
usually retired military scientists who had

careers in communication and microwave
or “stealth” warfare, warning us about the
health effects of the present civilian use of
this technology? I don’t believe the above
questions are frivolous. If you believe they
are, I’d like to hear about it but I’d also like
some proof that these questions have been
given some serious thought.
Norbert Duerichen
New Denver

Re-opening Keen
Creek Road will
be detrimental

It’s a shame that the Keen Creek Road
is going to be reopened. Since washouts
closed the road many years ago, the upper
Keen Creek drainage has been an unofficial
part of Kokanee Glacier Park, benefitting
the wildlife and the entire ecosystem.
Wolverine live there now. Reopening the
road will be detrimental to wildlife and
the forest.
We are undergoing the sixth global
mass extinction event. As part of this
tragedy, every clearcut permanently
reduces biodiversity. Biodiversity is not
merely a simple count of different species
per given area. Diversity occurs between
individuals, deems, and species.
Deems are local breeding populations
of plants, fungi, and animals which are
confined by latitude, elevation, aspect,
water availability, and many other factors.
One patch of forest may look much like
a different patch of forest, because the
patterns of life repeat, but like fingerprints
and snowflakes, the particulars don’t.
Deems are particular varieties of
life which have nucleotide sequences in
their DNA that are found nowhere else.
Clearcutting kills entire deems. Like
species extinction, once a nucleotide
sequence is gone it is lost forever. Previous
mass extinctions took tens of millions of
years in recovery, and so will this one.
The notions of rebuilding ecosystems,
habitat restoration, equivalent areas, and
mitigation measures, are lies. There are no
equivalent areas, and what is forever lost
cannot be restored.
Here around Kaslo, the timber harvest
method has been mostly clearcuts and near
clearcuts. Logging truckloads from some
of these cuts have gone to the United States
of America.
Just down Kootenay Lake at HarropProctor, timber extraction is proceeding in a
much less damaging manner, and the wood
harvested is milled right there.
Caribou Pass drains into Keen Creek,
where a huge amount of our community
money is going to be squandered reopening
the road. Caribou were common here, but
now their once intact forests are gone. With
the passing of the forest caribou, so too
pass countless, uncatalogued varieties of
plants, fungi, and animals, killed off before
we even knew what we had. Clearcutting
is a crime against both nature and future
generations.
It saddens me that this needless,
irreparable destruction continues right in
our backyard. The diminishing varieties of
life our dear planet still holds deserve more
respect and protection.
Philip Pedini
Kaslo
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Arrow Lakes Historical Society – a brief history
submitted by Rosemarie Parent
The Arrow Lakes Historical Society
just celebrated its 30th anniversary,
having obtained society registration on
December 4, 1984.
During the first year, society
volunteers completely overhauled the
museum, which was started in 1968
by the Kinettes of the Kinsmen Club.
When the Kinettes had to move on
to other projects, Harry Murphy and
Bert Gardner tried to keep the museum
open in the summers. They asked for
assistance and a few meetings later,
the society was formed and work was
started – cleaning, making new display
areas, painting the cement floors, and
repairing the showcases to get it ready
to reopen in the summer of 1985. To
raise the funds to do this work, the
society asked Denis Stanley of the Arrow
Lakes News to print several small books

We recognize the
important volunteer work
done by the historical
societies in our area.
Thank you!

New Market
Foods
6th Avenue
New Denver, BC
250-358-2270

Village of
New Denver
thanks the Silvery
Slocan Historical
Society and the
Kyowakai Society for
their contributions
to local heritage
preservation.

to cover the costs – the Pioneer Cook
Book, Christmas Stories, a poem book,
the Arrow Lakes Indians booklet and a
reprinting of the PTA cook book that was
printed in 1949 as a fundraiser to build
the elementary school.
In 1989, through the help of a federal
grant, the society printed the first book
in the Centennial Series, Faces of the
Past. Milton Parent’s hobby of taping
pioneers and copying their priceless
pictures with names and occasions
made the writing of this book go quite
smoothly. The book won the society
its first Award for Historical Writing
from the BC Historical Federation.
Revenue from the book sales was used
to produce six more books. Port of
Nakusp, Silent Shores and Sunken Ships,
Circle of Silver, and Bugles on Broadway
completed the series. Milton Parent
won the coveted Lieutenant Governors’
award for Historical Writing for the book
Circle of Silver in 2001. He then wrote
Halcyon: A Captain’s Paradise and
Caulkboot Riverdance. The society has
reprinted the books when necessary and
has all of these books in stock.
When a space for rent became
available in the Hydro office, the
Historical Society and the Museum
decided to separate. There had never
been any room in the museum for the
archival material that the historical
society was accumulating – this was
stored and worked on in the basements
of members. ALHS moved into the new
office at the Hydro office in 1999. After
15 years there, society members started
wondering how long they would be
allowed to stay there and what would
happen if the archives were put into
storage. Photos, negatives, and paper
items would soon deteriorate. Milton

411 Front Street
Kaslo
(250) 353-2331

411 Hall • Nelson, BC • 250-352-6261
vincedevito.ca

thanks the Arrow Lakes
Historical Society and
the Nakusp Museum for
preserving the heritage of
our valley!

Kaslo Building
Supply

6521-Hwy 31, Kaslo • 250-353-7628
www.kaslobuilding.com • kaslo.building@telus.net

photos have been digitized, named and
are available for the slide shows that the
society has been putting on. A book on
the SS Minto is being prepared now and
is expected to be published next year.
More family tree work, especially of the
pioneer families, will be done, as well,
and the history of the homes in Nakusp
is also an ongoing project.

Huge boost for local history publications
submitted by the Lardeau Valley
Historical Society
Thanks to some very generous
donors, the Lardeau Valley Historical

Society (Meadow Creek Museum)
recently established a revolving
Publications Fund – a fund from which
the society can draw money to print and

The Lardeau Valley Historical Society recently established a revolving Publications Fund.

Heritage building – 1896
Former home of Hotels, Pool Hall,
Drug Store, Church, Hardware Store
1981 Kanes Landing Whole Foods
1985 Cornucopia
We would like to thank the
Historical Society
Our history is important
422 Front St. Kaslo, BC

We wish to commend the
volunteers that maintain
our archives and our local
museum. Without our history,
we have no future.

Saddle Mountain
Medical Clinic

84 Broadway • Nakusp
250-265-3694

Highland Creek
Contracting, Ltd

416 Broadway • 250-265-3644
A big thanks
to our local
historical
societies.

society had to find someone with
expertise to digitize the over 10,000
photos that Milton had accumulated
while taping interviews from 1972 on,
and that he gave t the society as part of
his estate. Most of these early pioneers
are gone but the photos are named and
therefore very valuable. Kyle Kusch has
been working on this. So far over 15,000

All of the books produced by the Arrow Lakes Historical Society are available through the society’s website alhs-archives.com.

Natural Food Store

4 generations of DeVito shoemakers
86 years in the Kootenays

Thank you
to our local
historical
societies!

Parent asked the Village of Nakusp
if the society could build an addition
onto the Centennial Building, which
already housed the museum and library.
The Village agreed, and on April 5, the
spacious new office was opened to the
public.
With the sudden passing of author/
historian Milton Parent in 2012, the
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Excavating and Dump
Truck Services
Pete Schwartz 250-358-2199

distribute local history publications, and
into which revenues from sales of these
publications will be re-deposited. This is
an exciting new development!
The immediate focus is on two
publications: Ernie Alexander’s LardeauDuncan Memories and Paul Jeffrey’s
Kootenay Days. Both Ken Alexander
(copyright holder of Ernie’s book) and
Paul Jeffrey have most generously
offered LVHS permission to make copies
of their respective books and make them
available for sale, donating 100% of their
potential profits to our museum. Thank
you! Over the past year, Ernie’s book
has been thoroughly re-edited, and now
comes with a comprehensive index.
“Even though our population base is
relatively small,” states current president,
Peter Jonker, “we are blessed with a
following of very dedicated people –
people who generously contribute their
material resources, their time, and their
ideas. In recent years, the museum itself
has been completely re-painted and local
residents keep bringing in artifacts to
enrich our extensive collection.”
Currently, the society is continuing
to work on a number of exciting
initiatives: compiling extensive
interviews made with survivors of the
tragic Johnsons Landing landslide; refurbishing the museum’s main roadside
sign; upgrading the newly-acquired
outbuilding that originally belonged to
the museum building itself; improving
and consolidating the database that
catalogues all of the museum’s artifacts;
and increasing the society’s engagement
with the local community. “We love to
hear from anyone and everyone who
is interested in helping us further our
goals,” says past president, Sandra
Rempel. “The museum is, and should
be, the pride and joy of our entire
community.”
The Meadow Creek Museum
has regular weekend open hours
during summer (10 am-2 pm), and by
appointment during any other season.
Whether you are a group of adults or
school students, the museum offers you
the opportunity to learn about our very
colourful past. Email: museum.lvhs@
gmail.com.
The society eagerly welcomes new
members (only $5 per year).
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New Market Hotel: the icon of New Denver’s historic downtown
submitted by Silvery Slocan Historical
Society
This year’s Heritage Week theme
is ‘Main Street: At the Heart of
Community.’ Sixth Avenue has long
been the main street and heart of New
Denver, and there may have been no
better symbol of New Denver’s historic
downtown than the iconic New Market
Hotel, which was located at the end of
Main Street overlooking Slocan Lake.
The hotel dominated the local
landscape for 80 years, from its 1893
construction in the early days of

settlement to its fiery demise in 1973.
Steamships were a vital means of
transportation in those first decades, and
the prominent turret and flagpole of the
elaborate New Market surely caught
the attention of many a weary traveller
coming into town from the lake. With
its proximity to the wharf and its fine
cuisine and public house, the hotel was
a natural gathering place for residents
and visitors alike.
According to a 1973 Nelson Daily
News article, pioneer proprietor Henry
Stege promoted what was then called

the ‘Newmarket Hotel’ as being “so
situated that the most magnificent
scenery in North America can be
seen from its balconies.” An advert
in the 1897 Dominion Day program
proclaimed, “Guests do not have to live
on the scenery. In the dining room are
served the best viands obtainable, while
the nerve producers in the bar are of
the quality that soothe the palate, and
make a temporary paradise possible.”
Subsequent owner Andy Jacobson
advertised for the Newmarket in a
1922 issue of The [New Denver]

Leaser as follows: “Complete in all its
appointments. Situate [sic] on Slocan
Lake, the most beautiful of the British
Columbia lakes. An ideal spot for
tourists and those who wish to spend
a few weeks in the mountains. No
mosquitos [sic], bulldog, sand or black
flies. Good fishing and hunting.”
Ownership of this Slocan Valley
landmark passed through many hands
during its long history. The list of
proprietors who succeeded Stege and
Jacobson included Neil Tattrie, Joe
Mikita, one-time New Denver mayor
Clifford Uphill and his wife Anne, Al
and Nora Johnston, and, finally, Morris
and Marie Matthews. The Matthews
family had only owned the New Market
for a year when the 24-room hotel went
up in flames during the early hours of
Friday, October 5, 1973. Fortunately,
no one was injured in the tragic blaze,
which – according to investigators
cited in news reports at the time – was
believed to have started in either the
hotel’s kitchen or basement. In recent

years the former site of the New Market
Hotel has been the location of Valhalla
Pure Outfitters.
For those interested in learning more
about the fascinating history of New
Denver and the Slocan Lake, or about
the Silvery Slocan Historical Society
which preserves that history, please
visit us online at www.facebook.
com/SilverySlocan or contact us
at silveryslocanhs@gmail.com.
From the May Long Weekend to
Labour Day weekend you can visit the
museum itself in the heritage Bank
of Montreal building, home of the
village’s first bank from 1897 to 1969.
The historical society would also like
to invite area residents to join us at our
Annual General Meeting to be held at 7
pm on Tuesday, March 24, 2015, at the
Hidden Garden Gallery, and to consider
becoming a society member, a volunteer,
and/or a member of the board, depending
on your level of interest. Help us preserve
our important local history for present
and future generations.

There may have been no better symbol of New Denver’s historic downtown than the iconic New Market Hotel.

Kaslo’s Front Street then and now
submitted by Kootenay Lake Historical
Society
Front Street in Kaslo, besides
being the centre of commerce since the
early days of the community, was also
where celebrations and parades took
place. The first celebration of Queen
Victoria’s birthday was May 24, 1892.
On that occasion, there were horse races
on the main street. The celebration of
the Queen’s birthday has continued
every year in Kaslo to this day, now
being called May Days with a parade
being held on the Victoria Day Monday
every year.
This photograph of Front Street
was taken on the occasion of Queen
Victoria’s funeral on February 2,
1901. The parade is led by W.J. Twiss
followed by members of the Kaslo
company of Rocky Mountain Rangers,

a reserve infantry. The large flag, flown
at half mast, is on the roof of the Kaslo
Hotel. This building has changed over
the years and was recently completely
rebuilt and re-opened as the new Kaslo
Hotel in 2009.
A number of other buildings on
the Front Street of 1901 still exist
today. Looking further down the street,
you can see behind a utility pole
the Kootenaian Building, where the
newspaper of that name was published
from 1896 to 1962. Just before that is
the building now housing Figments
Fine Canadian Crafts. Beyond that is
AT Garland’s clothing store, which
presently appropriately houses the
Kaslo Clothes Hanger. One can also just
make out the building that now houses
Kaslo Bay Liquor Store and Kaslo
Vintage. On the nearside of the street

is the clock advertising O. Stratheam’s
Jewellery store.
For more photographs of historical
Front Street in Kaslo, visit the Kootenay
Lake Archives in the Kemball Memorial
Building, 312 4th Street. Open Monday
evenings and Thursday mornings all
year except holidays.

Much gratitude to all the groups that
preserve and promote our heritage!
• Lardeau Valley Historical Society
• Kootenay Lake Historical Society
• North Kootenay Lake Arts and
Heritage Council
Aimee Watson
RDCK Director Area D

What a difference a few decades make.....
For over 100 years, the Ainsworth Hot
Springs have drawn visitors from all parts
of the world.
Experience the Ultimate. Come for the
water, stay for the night.
Delicious cuisine for any occasion.
• Hot Springs Caves and Pool
• 41 A/C Rooms
• Restaurant & Lounge
• Retail/Gift Shop

Serving
Kaslo for
over 75
years

This photograph of Front Street was taken on the occasion of Queen Victoria’s funeral on
February 2, 1901.

Our deep appreciation
for preserving and
exquisitely presenting
local history!
404 Front St. Kaslo, BC (250) 353-9667
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Hot Springs are open daily from 10 am until 9:30 pm
Springs Dining Room is open daily from 7:30 am - 9:30 pm
Reservations always appreciated.
1-800-668-1171 or 250-229-4212
www.hotnaturally.com
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The Langham – a beautifully restored award-winning heritage building
submitted by the Langham Cultural
Society
In 2014, the Langham Cultural Society
celebrated its 40th anniversary. It received
awards and celebratory congratulations
from many corners of the world. Although
small in nature, the Langham provides
a physical forum for critical inquiry,
investigation and inspiring entertainment.
Today, the heritage building houses not
only the small beloved Japanese Canadian
Museum, but two galleries, an intimate
rural theatre, studios, and a community
multi-use room for classes in the visual,
and literary arts.
On the heels of its 40th Anniversary
Gala Weekend and Reunion in October,
the Langham was named one of the Best
100 Buildings in BC by the Architecture
Foundation of BC. The society received
double regional winner status as being the

Thank you to the
Kootenay Lake Historical
Society for keeping
Kaslo’s heritage alive for
all of us to enjoy

Kaslo Community Pharmacy

403 Front St • 250-353-2224

Katrine Conroy, MLA
Kootenay West

Thank you to all the
individuals and groups
that work to preserve the
heritage and rich history
of the West Kootenay!

Constituency Office: #2-1006 3rd St
Castlegar, BC Phone: 1-888-755-0556
Katrine.conroy.mla@leg.bc.ca

People’s Choice Award and also received
the Judge’s Award for Honourable Mention
in the Interior BC Region.
On hearing about the 40th
anniversary, the Director and CEO of
Canada Council, Simon Brault (Order
of Canada and Quebec), offered the
following congratulations to the Langham
Cultural Society via the society’s first
director, Arletta Byers, writing, “Thank
you for taking the time to write about the
positive effects of the grant (the Langham)
received in 1976… You have succeeded in
creating a beacon of culture in your small
community that proves the importance
of supporting artistic life throughout our
country. Congratulations to the members
of The Langham Cultural Centre on your
40th anniversary, and… allowing me to
discover such a wonderful success story.”
In 2014 the society’s Japanese
Canadian Museum was also honoured

as a nominee for the 2014 Provincial
Nesika Awards, celebrating and promoting
multiculturalism in the community.
Today, the Langham is best known
for its popular theatre programs, the
Guest Artist concert series and the FLIKS
international film series as well as its
exhibition program of professional and
emerging visual artists. For the 40th
anniversary year, a popular speakers’
series, Café Langham – Inspired Ideas, was
initiated. Although the society employs a
part-time director and curator, all programs
are co-organized and run by volunteers.
For 2015, the Langham will be
offering two Living Arts series. The
spring series draws on the Langham’s
gallery exhibition, WATERLINE, by
celebrated Aboriginal west coast artist,
Marianne Nicolson (April 17-May 31).
The Summer/Fall Living Arts series will
celebrate the Langham’s Asian cultural

heritage. Local senior Japanese Canadian
artists, Toru Fujibayashi and Tsuneko
Kokubo, will present their exhibition,
REGENERATION (July 24-October 4).
In addition to maintaining and
upgrading the heritage building, a 40
MORE Campaign for sponsorships
and funding is also being developed,
to encourage another exciting 40 years
and beyond. The Langham is not just a

by Jan McMurray
A historical walking tour, gathering
the history of the valley, and re-printing
a Slocan Valley history book are projects
the Slocan Valley Historical Society is
working on.
The society hopes to have a public
meeting in the next couple of months in
Slocan to discuss the historical walking
tour.
“We’d like to consult with the
community about how they’d like to see
this project roll out,” said Joyce Johnson,
society president. “We have some ideas,
but we’d like some community feedback.”
The society’s idea is to erect signs
with historical information in 10 locations
in the village of Slocan. The signs would
direct visitors to a website so they can
download audio and text files while they
are taking the tour.
Johnson explained that the society
has digitized 116 cassette tapes, most from
the Innes Cooper collection and some
from Mrs. Osachoff. The tapes contain
interviews with 89 oldtimers and date back
as far as 1965. These interviews would be
downloadable as audio files on the tour.
“We’re looking for people in the
community to be on the committee for the
signage project,” said Johnson. “We’d like
to get them together to listen to the stories,
and perhaps to develop the content for the
signs.” Johnson added that the committee
would make decisions about sign design

and locations.
This project is being sponsored by
Slocan Village Market, Harold Street
Cafe, Mountain Valley Station, Sockeye
Enterprises, Lemon Creek Lodge, Valley
Voice, FortisBC, and Columbia Power. An
organization called ArtsVest has matched

the $4900 donated by the sponsors.
The society has also been busy
gathering more valley history. Rita
Moir has been interviewing people and
digitizing their old photos and documents.
Watch for a neighbourhood history talk in
Slocan for a presentation on this project.

submitted by Sharon Montgomery,
Nakusp Museum chair
The theme for Heritage Week this
year is Main Street. Last year’s summer
student at the Nakusp Museum, Jillian
Koftnioff, developed a heritage tour of
Nakusp’s main street. Here is what she
found out about the building that houses
the Home Grown Market & Juice Bar
today.
In 1922, the building was constructed
by Mr. Lewis J. Edwards when he lost his
office on the waterfront due to fire. It was
called the Lewis Block. It would house
his insurance business, a telephone office
and a drug store.
In 1928, Frank Abbey ran a drug and
parlour store out of the building.
In 1934, Hunter Gardener Jr. came
back to Nakusp to operate the Rexall Drug
Store, recently taken over by Frank Abbey.
Hunter ran the store under the Rexall
name. Hunter moved his drug store from
the Masonic site across the street to the
Lewis Block in 1934.
In 1940, Graham McIntosh bought
the store from Gardener.
In 1947, McIntosh sold to Mr.
Millward, who continued to operate the
drug store.
In 1957, Quinten Forsythe took over
the drug store from Sidney Millward and
then ran it as a Rexall drug store.
In 1974, Cliff Head bought the store
from Forsythe and operated a drug store
called ‘Head’s Pharmacy’ until January
1976.

In February 1976, Mike’s Beautiful
Floors moved into the building.
From May 1976 to August 1997, the
building housed ‘Nature’s Way Health
Food Store,’ which changed hands a few
times. It was first run by Ellen Brookall
and Amy Thrasher. Jim and Ellen Brookall
became proprietors in 1977; Shirley
Schmuland purchased the store in 1980;
Edith and Roli Daehn took over from
Schmulland’s in 1982; Allison Lillies

wonderful old heritage building, it is also a
place of deep memories and the celebration
of the human creative imagination. It
is a source of inspiration for many. The
society is proud to welcome visitors from
all around the world. From the ‘burn-itdown’ days in the 1970s to the beautifully
restored award-winning heritage building
that is seen today, the Langham lives on in
the hearts of many.

Many of the founding members of the Langham Cultural Society attended the 40th anniversary gala event last year.

Slocan Valley Historical Society working on historical walking tour

Silverton Building Supplies

Purveyors of fine merchandise
Good Stock readily available for the Latest in
Home Improvements! Specific Remedies for the
Home such as are required by the Experienced
Tradesman and Home Repairer
Located Next to the Wakefield Building, 1898
We will wait for and greatly appreciate your visit!

618 Lake Avenue, Silverton • 250-358-2293 • Toll-free: 1-800-332-0588 • sbs@silvertonbuilding.ca

Thanks to a grant from the Heritage
Credit Union, the society has re-printed
Slocan Legacy: Pioneer Stories of the
Silvery Slocan by Paddy Ray-Barnes. To
get a copy, or for more information about
the society, call 250-355-2230 or email
slocanhistoricalsociety@yahoo.ca.

Focus on Main Street: Home Grown Market & Juice Bar building

Stop by City Hall to
see how the Exterior
Stabilization Project
is progressing!
Mayor and Council

Village of Kaslo

purchased the business in 1995.
In 1997 Dawn Devlin bought the
business and called it Re-Awakening
Health Centre.
In 2014, Brendalee Morgan and
Mickey Wojnarowski took over the
ownership and it is now called ‘Home
Grown Market & Juice Bar.’
The museum plans to repeat the
Main Street Heritage Tour, so watch for
advertising this summer.

Kaslo City Hall refurbishment almost complete
by Jan McMurray
Kaslo’s 1898 City Hall building
is looking good, thanks to an exterior
refurbishment project that is scheduled
to wrap up on March 31.
“All we have left to do is to
complete the painting and install the
two staircases,” reported Chris Temple,
project manager. “We’re hoping for
warm weather in March so we can finish
off the painting.”
Temple said the circular entrance
stairway and the south side stairway
have been manufactured and are ready
to be installed.
The Kaslo City Hall Exterior
Stabilization Project kicked off last fall
with the demolition of the old fire hall,
which was added onto the building in
1971.
Most of the project was completed
last fall, including repointing of the
stone work around the foundation of

the building by Joe Stone Masonry;
installation of locks and closures on the
doors by Thomas and Co.; refurbishment
and replacement of wood siding boards
by Loren Mazereeuw Woodworking;
and painting by Davadec Interior and
Exterior Decorating.
Another skilled tradesman who
helped was Ed Pretty of Langley. Pretty,
a woodworker, found his way to Kaslo
on his motorcycle a few years ago and
was quite taken with the City Hall
building. He left his contact information
at the Village office, offering to do any
woodturning work on a volunteer basis.
Pretty turned the spindles for the front
stairway as part of this project, and has
done some work on the bell tower and
interior stairs in previous projects.
Temple said the original building
was finished with a brownish red stain,
but has been white with green trim since
as early as the Queen’s birthday in 1953.

“The larger question
Jonas
Salk once asked,
“Are we being good
ancestors?”
― Steven Johnson

is, as virologist
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Farm, Food, Fork 2015 is ‘Raising the Steaks’…
submitted
Following the success of the 2014
conference, which more than 400
people attended over two days to
celebrate and discuss the challenges
with our local food system, the
West Kootenay Permaculture Coop is putting on a one-day event in
2015 focused solely on the issue of
sustainable local meat production (the
two day conference will return in 2016).
This was an issue raised as being
of key importance in the Kootenay
region during the 2014 conference,
and this focused event will allow
greater exploration of the issues and
challenges that local meat production
and consumption presents. The goal is
to create a diverse, strong food future
for the Kootenays that includes a
resilient livestock community.
Farm Food Fork (F3): ‘Raising
the Steaks’ will be held at the Spirit
Bar at The Hume Hotel in Nelson on

March 27.
The event is being run by Shauna
Teare, Chair of the Co-op, Damon
Chouinard, Vice Chair of the Co-op,
and Steph Wetherell.
The STEAKholders daytime event
invites anyone involved in food or the
local economy to attend, including
farmers, economists, policy makers,
funders, chefs, butchers and activists.
The aim is to dig deeper into the issues
we face in our local region and identify
solutions and actions that will enable
our local meat production and economy
to grow in a sustainable way.
Some of the key issues we will
address include the local abattoir
debate, capacity building, capital
investment and feed sourcing. The day
will feature several expert speakers
from the local region and further
afield, including our keynote presenter,
Felix Schellenberg, who will share
his family’s experiences of building

an on-farm abattoir, selling direct to
consumers through the Vancouverbased Pasture to Plate butcher shop,
and incorporating rotational grazing
and biodynamic principles in the
farm practice. There will also be
facilitated panel discussions, solutionsbased discussion groups, and the
opportunity to meet and network with
other stakeholders in the area.
The evening event will invite
STEAKeaters to indulge in an offal
feast, enjoy a live butchery session and
cooking demos. Attendees will learn
about the challenges of sustainable
local meat production through keynote
presentations, short ‘grassFED Talks’
and films.
Producing more local meat will
offer significant economic benefits to
the region and increase employment
opportunities for our farmers, as
well as provide fresh, healthy and
low food-mile meat to consumers

submitted
Heritage Week is a perfect time to
recognize that Slocan Valley Recreation
has created terrific programs over the
years through the dedicated efforts
of previous programmers, staff and
volunteers. With this in mind, a new staff
team at SV Rec plans to honour and build
on this tradition.
Denise LeMoyne deMartigny,
a long time resident is taking on the
role of recreation programmer. Having
been actively involved in valley-based
projects and volunteer environments,
as well as having been the customer
service representative for the past two
and a half years, she is looking forward
to creating fun, accessible and quality
programming that people feel reflects
their interests, lifestyles and connection
to the community.
Sayre Knight, also a long time
resident, Zumba instructor and children’s
program co-ordinator, will fill the
customer service rep position. Sayre has

a strong connection to the community
and is committed to contributing her
time, talent and resources to bring about
new and innovative ideas for recreation
in the Slocan Valley.
Both women share a true love of
our area and the unique people that exist
here. As community-minded people,

they are hoping that SV Rec will become
a connecting hub for the great variety of
interests and organizations that help our
valley to thrive. They invite everyone to
drop in and meet them and offer your
feedback and suggestions. The office is
open Monday to Friday 9 am to 4 pm, in
Slocan Park Hall, right beside the Co-op.

submitted
For those who have been looking
through seed catalogues and dreaming of
days in the garden, the upcoming Slocan
Valley Seed Exchange will be an event
to mark on your calendar.
On Sunday, March 1, from 1 pm – 4
pm, the Slocan Park Hall will be buzzing
with activity. Expect an array of organic
and untreated heirloom seed varieties,
root stock and cuttings which have a

history of success in this area. As a long
standing tradition, vendors tend to come
from throughout the region. Additional
information about gardening, food
security and small-scale food production
will also be available. Everyone is
welcome to buy, sell, trade or share.
Individuals and organizations requiring
a table are encouraged to contact Slocan
Valley Recreation as soon as possible to
reserve space ($10/table).

and local businesses. As a platform
understanding the various challenges
the region faces, as well as focusing on
identifying some potential solutions to
these issues, Farm Food Fork feels that
it can provide a significant contribution
to moving our region forward in a more
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effective and cohesive way.
This is a great opportunity to gather
together as a community to look at how
we, as a region, can produce more of
our own meat and strive towards better
food security. For more information, go
to www.farmfoodfork.com.

New staff team at Slocan Valley Rec

Land Act: Notice of Intention to Apply for a Disposition of Crown Land
Sayre Knight and Denise LeMoyne deMartigny are dividing the duties at Slocan Valley recreation.

Slocan Valley Seedy Sunday

HERONS & BEAVERS

In the W. Kootenay a major cause
for the marked reduction in Great
Blue Herons is habitat loss due to
human encroachment: draining or
filling in wetlands, lakeshore development, building power dams and
cutting down nesting trees. Beavers
will also harvest those trees - metal
mesh at the tree base can stop their
chewing.
slocanlakess.com

SPRING GRANTS
FUNDED BY REC.
COMM. #6
NON-PROFIT GROUPS
for Villages of New Denver,
Silverton and Area H.

Regional Fire Chief Terry Swan presented Crescent Valley Fire Department firefighter and former chief Rob Postnikoff
with a medal and certificate in recognition of his 25 years of service as a volunteer firefighter with the CVFD. RDCK
Area H Director Walter Popoff also attended to thank Rob on behalf of the Regional District. All CVFD members, past
and present, would like to thank Rob for everything he has done and continues to do for our community.

APPLICATIONS AVAILABLE AT:
Village of New Denver and Silverton Offices or email reccomm6@
gmail.com for applications or
information.
Applications close
March 27, 2015

FrontCounter BC Cranbrook has accepted an application made by the Trout Lake
Community Club represented by Keith Thomas of 544 Westside Road, Nakusp,
BC, V0G 1R2, on behalf of the Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural Resource
Operations (MFLNRO), Kootenay Region, for a Licence of Occupation – Community
Institutional to facilitate the development of a community day use area, community
dock and boat launch within Trout LK BC (DL 190) and containing .352 hectares
more or less.
The MFLNRO File Numbers that have been established for this application is 4405513.
Written comments concerning this application should be directed to FrontCounter
BC, 1902 Theatre Road, Cranbrook, BC V1C 7G1 or email to: AuthorizingAgency.
Cranbrook@gov.bc.ca. Comments will be received by FrontCounter BC until March
13, 2015. FrontCounter BC may not be able to consider comments received after this
date. Please refer to our website http://www.arfd.gov.bc.ca/ApplicationPosting/
index.jsp g Search g Search by File Number: 4405513 for more information.
These applications will be available for viewing at FrontCounter BC in Cranbrook, BC.
Be advised that any response to this advertisement will be considered part of the public
record. For information, contact the FOI Advisor at the Ministry of Forests, Lands and
Natural Resource Operations regional office in Cranbrook.
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Home Grown Market & Juice Bar to expand
by Jan McMurray
Just about one year after it opened
last June, the Home Grown Market &
Juice Bar on Broadway in Nakusp is
going to be expanding.
Co-owners Mickey and Brendalee
are planning to open the juice bar this
spring, and to bring in a full line of
organic produce. They will be knocking
out the back wall to expand the store.
The store will soon be carrying

bread from Manna Bakery in Hills,
and organic and raw cheeses from
Armstrong. They’ve recently brought
in grass fed beef from a family farm in
Kamloops.
“We’re focused on local, organic
and non-GMO food,” said Mickey. “We
research the products we carry in the
store so our customers can feel confident
they are buying quality products here.”
The new store also carries vitamins

Come meet Kayte from Soup du Jar on March 13th
Soup samples in the afternoon and $1 off
Soup du Jar all day.
Now carrying SPICERS produce
Carrots, Beets, Potatoes, Cabbage & Garlic
INTENTIONAL PEASANT 20 lb Juice Carrots $22.00
    from Edgewood         10 lb Potatoes $12.00
SPICER CARROT SALE – end of season special

$5 a bag

and supplements, beauty products, books
and gifts.
“The brands of vitamins and
supplements we carry have been well
researched. They are ones that I believe
in,” said Brendalee, who is a Master
Herbalist and Wholistic Therapist. She
obtained these two degrees as well as
several certificates (Bach Remedies,
iridology, nutrition, reflexology) from
the Wild Rose College of Natural
Healing in Calgary.
Brendalee was studying in Calgary
and managing a health food store in
Strathmore when she met Mickey at a
health food store tradeshow. She moved
to join Mickey in Canmore, where
they both worked in health food store
management. Mickey’s specialty is in
organic produce.
The couple has lived in Nakusp for

Concrete, stone, and tile

Interior and Exterior

• Power trowel concrete
finishing
• Concrete stamping and
acid staining
• Forming
• Tile setting
• Cultured and natural
stone installation

Limited time so stock up!

Creative masonry
solutions for your home
and business.

In Memoriam

Patrick Baird
250-354-8562

www.elementconcrete.ca

“Love you Lots”

Dejana ( Dee ) Milankov
May 11, 1980 - March 3, 2014
Some people come into our lives and quickly go.
Some people move our souls to dance.
They awaken us to new understanding
with the passing whisper of their wisdom.
Some people make the sky more beautiful to gaze upon.
They stay in our lives for a while,
leave footprints on our hearts,
and we are never ever the same.
– Flavia Weedn

Dejana’s celebration of life/memorial will take place
March 14, 2015 at 2 pm
at the Vallican Whole Community Centre
in Vallican BC

The Valley Voice February 25, 2015

10 years. After vacationing in the area
for a few years, they went looking for
property and were thrilled when they
found a five-acre piece of organic land in
Nakusp. Then, Mickey became ill with a
rare liver disease and their lives changed
dramatically. They went to Vancouver,
where Mickey had a liver transplant,
with Brendalee as the donor. There were
complications, several surgeries, and a
long recovery time.
“We had only lived here for a few
years when it happened, and Nakusp and
area took us in like their own family and
supported us in the most amazing way

– I could never express our gratitude in
words,” said Brendalee. “Now, having
the health food store, it feels like a way
to give back. We want to create more
jobs, and a wonderful food community
in the Kootenays.”
The store is not the only recent
addition to the couple’s lives. On October
23 last year, Cypress Rose was born. “We
found out that Brendalee was pregnant
on the same day that we found out we
were going to get the store,” recalls
Mickey. “That was quite a day! We
knew that things were really starting to
shift for us.”

by Jan McMurray
A local working group has formed
to take the lead on the ‘Better at Home’
program for seniors in Nakusp, Burton,
Fauquier, Edgewood and Arrow Park.
“It’s a fantastic group,” reported
Debbie Sharpe of United Way, which
manages the Better at Home program
with funding from the provincial
government. “I was very impressed
with the positive, can-do attitude in the
community.”
The working group includes
representatives from non-profits,
local government, seniors’ groups,
private service providers and Interior
Health. The Better at Home program is
usually run through a local non-profit
organization, and Sharpe reported that
Arrow & Slocan Lakes Community
Services would take on that role for the
Arrow Lakes.
Sharpe facilitated meetings on
February 16 and 18 in Nakusp, where
two key needs were identified for seniors
– transportation and household support.
The local working group will now tackle
the question of how to meet those needs.
“The top service need that was

identified was clearly transportation,”
said Sharpe. “While there is a BC transit
bus and community bus, the group felt
strongly that these did not meet all the
needs of the seniors in the community.”
Sharpe said the working group
would likely find a way to provide
transportation services within and
between local communities, but not to
Vernon and Kelowna. “Better at Home
probably won’t be the solution to that
long distance transportation problem, but
it might be part of the solution,” she said.
Household support needs included
snow removal, lawn care, firewood,
cleaning, minor home repair and help
with animals.
The first quarterly cheque goes out
in April, but Sharpe said it might be July
before we start seeing Better at Home
services on the ground in the area. “The
working group has more work to do,”
said Sharpe. “They need to put together
a work plan and budget for approval by
United Way. We’d rather they take longer
and get it right.”
Nakusp was chosen as one of five
communities for a two-year Better at
Home Rural and Remote pilot project.

‘Better at Home’ services for seniors coming soon to the Arrow Lakes
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Local artist Nadine Stefan goes international
by Art Joyce
Visual artist Nadine Stefan, who
resides in New Denver when she isn’t
exhibiting in Calgary, Vancouver or
elsewhere, will be in Russia this April
taking part in an arts residency program.
The program, organized under the
Skvorechnik Environmental Education
Center, is five months in duration. Each
month, one international artist and one
or more Russian artists will be provided
with studio and accommodations at the
Birdhouse, a facility nestled in Bitsevsky
Park in Moscow. All of the work created
will be displayed outdoors and will be
showcased during an Eco Festival in the
park during the month of August.
There are four other international
artists from Germany, England, and
Switzerland participating as well as local

and regional Russian artists. These artists
will incorporate various media ranging
from traditional artists’ materials to house
paint and paraphernalia found in thrift
stores, industrial sites and back alleys.
According to Stefan, this approach is
typical of contemporary artists, “taking
something and transforming it into
something else.”
She netted this amazing opportunity
when she met a Russian artist named
Anna Neizvestnova while she was
attending an art residency in New Delhi,
India. The two artists had kept in touch
and when Neizvestnova was invited to
participate in the Bitsevsky Park project,
she alerted the organizers to Stefan’s
work by sending a link to her website.
The impetus behind the residency
program is to create work that draws

submitted
An important survey about
seniors’ housing in the Slocan Valley
is inserted in this issue of The Valley
Voice. It’s aimed at seniors 50
years or older, takes five minutes to
answer, and can be dropped off at
handy locations from New Denver to
Crescent Valley. (Drop-off locations
and local contact people are listed on
the survey sheet.)
The Slocan Valley Seniors’
Housing Society needs to find out
what kind of housing seniors want
and can afford. The society plans
to build 12 units in the Village of
Slocan, next to the Wellness Centre/
Library. The survey, along with input
at public meetings, is one step in
helping to determine if there is both
a need and demand for such housing.
Public meetings are slated
throughout the Slocan Valley during
the first part of March. You are
invited to bring your questions and
comments about seniors’ housing
needs, draft project designs that
will be present, and the survey and
Need and Demand Study. Your
participation is important! Bring
your input!
“When we built Passmore
Lodge, which is 10 units, we could
never have succeeded without keen
public interest, involvement and
support,” said housing president Rita
Moir. “We had a huge return rate on
the surveys and a big show at public
meetings, and it helped so much. It’s
the same this time: we need to know,
as do future funders, if the public
is behind this non-profit housing
project. So fill out the survey, and
even if you are just a bit curious,
come to a meeting and see what’s
up; what it may mean for you or a
friend or a family member’s ability
to stay in the valley, or move back to
the valley, as they age.”
Please bring your family and
friends to one of the following

meetings: Silverton, Saturday March
7 at 11 am at the Memorial Hall; New
Denver on Saturday, March 7 at 2 pm
at Knox Hall; Crescent Valley Hall
on Wednesday, March 11 at 7 pm;
Winlaw Hall on Thursday, March 12
at 7 pm; or the Slocan Legion Hall
on St. Patrick’s Day, Tuesday, March
17 at 5:30 p.m.
With funding from the Columbia
Basin Trust and Area H of the RDCK,
Ann Harvey and Nora Lilligren have
been hired to conduct the study. For
more information, call the Slocan
Valley Seniors’ Housing Society at
(250) 226-7136.

Seniors’ housing need and demand study

Support the Valley
Voice with a voluntary
subscription
Only $10-$30

Send Cheque to: Valley Voice,
Box 70
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

attention to the natural environment.
“Anna felt that my work would fit
with the criteria of this residency. Out of
the blue, I received an invitation asking
me to participate for the month of April.
I owe her many thanks,” says Stefan.
Stefan’s artwork for the project
will seek to create “parallels between
the life cycles of a tree and human life
cycles.” Her art installation will utilize
an existing tree within the Bitsevsky
Park Nature Reserve as its framework.
The title of Stefan’s work is The Living
Tree, and will include chairs, tables,
cribs, bicycle wheels, hangers, walking
canes, family photographs, articles of
clothing, etc. These items will first be
deconstructed into component elements
before being suspended and merged with
the natural form of the tree’s branches.
Metaphorically the installation will
represent “the life process, past, present,
and future,” according to Stefan.
Those familiar with Stefan’s artwork
from her local exhibitions will recall that
the forms and materials found in nature
have played a prominent role in her
esthetic, both as source materials and
inspiration.
“My work has always been inspired
by the earth, what is born from it, and
my relationship with natural laws,” she
says. “I have come to acknowledge how
much my personal history and my inner
reality have been impacted by changing
life cycles – they are interdependent and
not separate. Perhaps reflection of this
kind comes with aging, and being fifty

Open Sun. 11-3 • 411 Kootenay St, Nelson

something. What is born out of the earth
will eventually perish into it.”
Stefan has family history going back
to Russia so in a sense the arts residency
is an opportunity to reconnect with that
legacy. She has also been invited to
speak at the Moscow State University
of Pedagoge, with the possibility of
contributing to their art collection.
“Getting the opportunity to travel
to Russia and revisit places with which
I have ancestral history also played a
part in the conception of this proposed
artwork. The idea of returning to family
roots and completing a cycle of sorts was
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a source of inspiration.”
A Kickstarter campaign helped
Stefan raise funds to cover her travel
and food costs for a month. The arts
residency will cover accommodations,
studio and materials costs. She credits
New Denver artist Morgen Bardati for
the idea to use Kickstarter as a fundraiser.
“I am astounded and so very touched
by the support I have received in such a
short period of time,” says Stefan.
To learn more about the project,
visit https://www.kickstarter.com/
projects/1742892842/the-living-treeproject-russia.

Accepting Applications for Visitor Attendant - Part time
Rosebery Provincial Park
See details www.workbc.ca
Email: office@westkootenayparks.com

NAKUSP & THE ARROW LAKES
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Nakusp council, February 10: Council supports Nakusp Medieval Days festival
by Katrine Campbell
• Daniel Abraham appeared as a
delegation from the Nakusp Medieval
Society to present a proposal for a twoday festival to be held August 1 and 2.
Council approved a letter of support
for the society’s venture, and gave it
permission to empty porta-potties into
the Village sewer treatment system, at a
cost of $150 per 500 gallons.
CAO Linda Tynan later said council
was excited about the proposal and
looking forward to Nakusp Medieval
Days. “It’s fantastic,” she said. “Daniel
explained participants would be in
costume throughout town, and I hope
we can get the whole village on board
with it.”
• Councillor Bill Tobey was
appointed as a director of the Nakusp
and Area Community Forest (NACFOR)
effective January 10, 2015. He will hold
office until the next annual reference date
of the company.
• Staff were directed to issue an
expression of interest, seeking qualified

The Arrow Lakes
Arts Council
                  
Presents

Certified Mango
In an afternoon of
World/Jazz Music

Sunday, March 8
at 2:00 pm
In The Bonnington Arts
Centre
Doors open at 1:30 pm       
Tickets: Adults: $20
Seniors: $15 Students: $10
(60 & over) (17 & under)
Available at
BonMarche/Dollar
Store

operators for the municipal campground
starting this spring.
• Mayor Karen Hamling was absent,
but her report for this month was included
in the agenda.
Regional District of Central
Kootenay: Vancouver is now handling
E Comm 911 services for the RDCK.
- BC Building Code amendments
were presented to the board.
- An update was received on the
Trans Canada Trail and how our trails
will connect. The board directed staff to
continue working with local stewardship
groups to ensure that the Trans Canada
Trail is completed in a manner which
reflects the values of the RDCK parks
and trails.
- Regional Fire Chief Terry Swan
brought forward the amendments to the
BC Fire Service’s minimum training
standards and this will be discussed
further next month. The standards
come from the Office of the Fire
Commissioner.
- RDCK board is forwarding a
resolution to AKBLG requesting the
Municipal Insurance Authority of BC
to investigate the actuarial viability and
feasibility of providing home insurance
to BC residents. The issue is that the
insurance companies are getting stricter
on limits of applying insurance, and
raising rates significantly, and these
will impact rural areas with a huge
financial increase. The areas covered by
insurance and timing does not take into
consideration the differences in timing
for rural communities.
- An all-day session of the West
Kootenay Boundary Regional Hospital
District meeting was held in Castlegar on
January 20. There was an orientation in
the morning for new directors, a strategic
planning meeting in the afternoon, and
the board meeting in the evening.
At the strategic planning meeting,
directors discussed the issues facing
communities, and transportation played
heavily in the discussion: transportation
to services, ambulance transfers and
transportation home after release from a
regional facility.

Shon’s Bike
& Ski
250-265-3332

Hamling brought up the issue of the
WKBRHD putting planning renovations
to the Arrow Lakes Hospital Emergency
Room as its top priority, and that priority
being ignored in the funding requests
from Interior Health. The WKBRHD
approves 40 percent of the funding
which comes back to the taxpayers.
Hamling suggested that the board request
IH bring forward a Rural Strategy which
addressed the provision of the standard
of care expected within the province, and
that IH bring that to board meetings and
receive directors’ input. The directors
would then use that as a measuring stick
for the 40 percent approval funding.
Trail Hospital and the Nelson
Hospital are in need of a lot of funding
to provide quality of care, but directors
also recognize that the smaller rural areas
continually lose ground and this needs to
be addressed.
“I was disappointed to see that
there was $90,000 slated to upgrade
the laundry room at the Trail Regional

Hospital, particularly when the laundry
services are carried out at the Nelson
Hospital and the board is considering
going to contract for laundry. We
questioned IH about that and it appears
laundry service has not been carried
out at Trail for more than 15 years,”
Hamling said.
“I questioned how the laundry
room at Trail would be more of a safety
concern than the issues of the Emergency
Room and care at the Arrow Lakes
Hospital. That $90,000 could be used to
do the planning for ALH. The ER is in
need of upgrading for safety reasons.”
- Boat launch: The CAO, Councillor
Tobey and Hamling met with BC Hydro
to discuss the boat launch completion.
They will bring equipment onsite the
first week of February and start work the
second week. The launch will go to the
1,375-foot level and should provide yearround access. BC Hydro has committed
to completion in the spring of 2016. They
will not use the coffer dams, as originally

planned, to do the work in the water but
will possibly work from a barge using
divers. Various permits, etc. have to be
put in place.
- The mayor and CAO met with
Hillclimb organizers to see if they could
help move the process forward and
later, had a discussion with Ministry
personnel.
- Councillors Tobey and Tom
Zeleznik, staffer Anna-Marie Hogg
and Hamling attended a workshop
in Silverton on Land Development
Readiness and Marketing workshop.
• Committee Report from Councillor
Len Heppner: He met with the youth
society, which is “very enthusiastic
and looking forwards to moving into
the former health centre. While at the
moment the youth attending the centre
are younger they are looking to start up
a group for older teens as well.”
They have a very good group of
volunteers, he said, but there is always a
need for more volunteers.

by Art Joyce
Rosemary Hughes and Linda
Kendall of the Old Firehall Collective
held a meeting at the Lucerne School
library February 10 to update the
community on renovations to the former
Nakusp fire hall. They were also seeking
interest and support from those interested
in using the facility.
The initiative grew out of an
intention by the group to foster local
food security by having a year-round
farmers’ market. After receiving a
$150,000 Job Creation grant from
the Ministry of Social Development
and Social Innovation, the society has
expanded its mandate to create a multiple
use community centre.
Hughes says the collective has
decided on a 50-mile radius from Nakusp
as its catchment area for farmers and
artisans, based on the 100-mile diet
concept. The goal is to support local
growers within that radius, while not
restricting them in any way from selling
their produce wherever they want.
That radius goes north to just outside
Revelstoke; east to Kaslo, Argenta,
Johnsons Landing, and Riondel; south to
Crescent Valley; and west to Cherryville
and Lumby, including Fauquier and
Edgewood.
“If you go as far as the Okanagan,

you risk undercutting our local
producers,” says Hughes. “Our vision
is to support locals. I’d rather support
someone who makes jewellery locally
than jewellery from China.”
Work started on the building in
December 2014 with completion
expected by the end of May this year,
creating five full-time jobs plus three
part-time jobs, including a coordinator
and project manager. Engineers and
the building inspector have approved
the plan for the fire hall renovation and
the building has been completely gutted
down to the rafters. Everything – heating,
wiring, plumbing and insulation will be
replaced. Footings and beams have all
been inspected.
The lower floor of the fire hall will
have 1,245 square feet for the farmers’
market. At the rear of the ground floor
will be 450 square feet of gallery space
for artisans. There will also be two
kitchen areas, comprising a total of 660
square feet, and a cooler and freezer will
be provided for post-harvest storage.
Upstairs has 1,230 square feet of
open area that will be a multiple use area
for meetings and performance space,
with a maximum occupancy of about
35 people. Mirror Theatre has expressed
interest in using this space. There will be
washrooms and a kitchen area upstairs
as well. The rear of the upper floor will
have 540 square feet for an educational
room. The building will also have a tool
library maintained by the society, saving
tool borrowers the drive to Castlegar for
the Kootenay Local Agricultural Society
tool library.
Hughes says $260 million is spent
annually on food in the West Kootenay
for a population of 80,000, according to
Farm Food Fork conference estimates.
Based on that, in the Arrow Lakes Valley
with a population of about 4,000, about
$13 million is spent on food every year.
“If we can capture even ten percent of
that market then that’s $1.3 million that
stays in our area,” she says.
The society will also be a member
of the BC Farmers’ Market Association
(BCFMA), and listed on the BCFMA
website directory. The BCFMA
membership will provide them with
directors’ insurance, liability coverage up

to $5 million and other benefits, including
workshops on business planning,
marketing and governance. Vendors
who are members of the BCFMA can
also get medical and disability insurance
at discounted rates. “This will hopefully
help us avoid mistakes that were made in
other locations,” says Kendall.
The society is also interested in
hosting a BC government-sponsored
nutrition course for low-income families,
seniors and pregnant mothers to help
them make a transition to a healthier
diet. Once they take the course they’re
issued food stamps that can be used at
farmers’ markets. Hughes says she’d
like to see the same kind of coupons
issued by food banks for use at farmers’
markets. Currently 49 markets around
the province take part in this new
government program.
“This is about community building.
We even hope we might eventually
achieve local food security,” says
Hughes.
To register with the society or for
enquiries contact Rosemary Hughes at
1949oldfirehall@gmail.com.

Old Firehall Collective reports on progress of Nakusp fire hall renovation

86-4th Ave. SW Nakusp
www.shons.ca

North Kootenay Sport & Recreation Report
Spring Break Youth Sports Camp presented by Kootenay Sufferfest Society
March 23-27th 10 am - 3:30 pm. Grades 3-7. Mt Biking, Parcour, Soccer, Wall Climbing,
Ultimate Frisbee and more. Contact Janis Neufeld janeuf@ymail.com 250-265-8707.
North Kootenay Sport & Rec Council wants to hear from you! Come let us know what your
favourite sport or recreation group needs, find shared interests among similar groups, and
meet local representatives of the Council.
Upcoming Community Conversations: March 7th in Kaslo, March 14th in Slocan, April 4th
in New Denver/Silverton, April 11th in Nakusp. Locations to be announced in upcoming issues

Do you have a sport or rec event you want advertised here? Contact us!

Spring
Perm &
Colour
Special
February 24 –
March 13
15% off

North Kootenay Sport and Recreation Council

Book your appointment
now!

Your local information source for sport and recreation in the Kootenays

250-265-3424

nksrcouncil@gmail.com

Rotary Youth Leadership
Opportunity Award

submitted
The Rotary Club of Nakusp offers
a Rotary Youth Leadership Opportunity
Award every year, giving a young person
a chance to attend the Rotary Youth
Leadership Camp.
This year’s deadline for applications
is May 1.
The Rotary Youth Leadership Camp
focuses on leadership and personal
development, and is being held at the
Selkirk College campus in Castlegar
from July 4 to 11 this year.
The event is funded and hosted by
District 5080, the district that the Nakusp
club belongs to. There is no cost to the
selected youth candidate.
All youth 18-25 years old with a
high school diploma who are interested
in improving their leadership abilities are
eligible and encouraged to apply for the
award to attend the camp.
Applications and further information
is available at the Valley Voice office in
New Denver, or by contacting Valerie
Bristowe at 250-265-3735.
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Silverton council, February 12: Seniors drop-in program to continue at Memorial Hall
by Jan McMurray
• Council adopted the minutes of
the Committee of the Whole meeting
held January 27, where council agreed
to provide the seniors drop-in program
with a $1300 grant-in-aid for rental
fees at the Silverton Memorial Hall.
The program will run every Tuesday
and Thursday in February and March
at the hall.
• The water and garbage rates
bylaws were given three readings.
Rates are increasing by three percent

for inflation.
• Councillor Christian reported
on his preliminary research into a
community composting system. He had
a discussion with Todd Veri, who uses
a fermented wheat bran called bokashi
to compost food waste and cardboard.
Veri has processed the compost from the
Garlic Festival for four years. Christian
is going to try Veri’s system at home and
will report back.
• Council decided to purchase a
quarter-page ad for $109 in the Slocan

Valley Visitor Guide, a new publication
of the Slocan District Chamber of
Commerce.
• Councillor Main reported that there
would be a regional transit committee
meeting, probably in March, where an
overview of upcoming expansion and
service adjustments would be presented.
The committee would like to see bus
service from Nakusp connecting with
the Slocan bus to Nelson, Castlegar and
Trail. “I think it’s very likely this year
that we’ll get increased frequency of

bus service – fingers crossed,” she said.
• Councillor Bell reported on the
Slocan Valley Economic Development
Commission’s January meeting. Lynda
Lafleur attended to give an overview of
the local agricultural sector. Agriculture
was identified one of the priorities in the
Slocan Valley in the Withinsight report
on the CBT Community Directed Funds
program. At the February meeting, a
speaker will attend from the Columbia
Basin Broadband Corporation, as
broadband was also identified as a

priority in the report.
The organization is also working on
organizing ‘Lunch and Learn’ sessions
for Slocan Valley businesses as a
follow-up to the Business Retention and
Expansion survey.
• Hank Hastings was appointed as
Silverton’s community representative
to the Rosebery Parklands and Trails
Commission.
• In response to a request from the
Canadian Union of Postal Workers,
council passed a resolution calling for a
stop to cuts at Canada Post.

submitted
The ninth annual North Valley
Mountain Film Festival will be held
the evening of Saturday, March
7 at the Silverton Memorial Hall.
Local mountain environments and
people come together in video,
music and photographs to answer
the proverbial question, ‘Why?’
The films selected are diverse and
powerful variations of the simple,
but resonating response, ‘It’s In Our
Nature.’
The images of Jim Lawrence
have been celebrated as audience
favourites in past festivals for
bringing us closer to the world of
bears, eagles and other beings living

in our local mountains. This year we
are thrilled to present Life on Clear
Water, an eye-opening, intimate,
and sometimes humourous film of
the animals and birds Jim observes
in their daily lives. Randy Speers
can’t help but get metaphysical in
the old growth cedars of Sandon
with his ski and snowboard (and No
Board) film, Big Trees. Carl Jack’s
adventures on the steep creeks of the
Kootenays are truly jaw-dropping,
and his images of kayaking allow
us all a glimpse of these dramatic
places where few people have ever
travelled. Other films from locals
Scott Kipkie, Jeff Pilsner, Gary
Parkstrom, Nadine Raynolds and

Morgan Taylor showcase everything
from backpacking to community
characters to mountain biking to
howling from the mountain tops,
rounding out the first 45-minute set.
The second set features the
44-minute film, White Waves, a
“powdersurfing documentary” that
“explores the history and future of
true binding-free powdersurfing
from an insider’s perspective.”
North Valley Mountain Film Festival
veterans will remember fondly our
presentation of Yes to the No, one of
the first ever films on the grassroots
movement of riding snowboards
without bindings. Kootenay No

Board pioneers are now not only
legends locally, but are influential
globally for their vision and talent in
the realm of experiencing the miracle
of deep powder snow.
Ti c k e t s a r e a v a i l a b l e a t
Rutabaga’s and Silverton Building
Supplies. Get your tickets early, as
this event routinely sells out. The
film fest proceeds go to support
the work of the North Slocan Trails
Society, and food and beverages
will be provided by Lucerne School
Outdoor Education students as a
fundraiser for their trips this year.
For more information, please visit
NorthValleyFilmFestival.com.

Smokey Creek Salvage

submitted
Springer Creek Restoration and
Preservation Alliance (SCRAPA) has
recently mapped approximately 30
kilometres of recreation trails in the
lower Springer Creek watershed, with
the generous assistance of the Mapping
Support Program of the Columbia
Basin Watershed Network, and in
collaboration with the Selkirk College
Geospatial Research Centre. These
trails, easily accessed from Highway
6 and the Village of Slocan, vary from
easy walking to extremely challenging
hiking, and some require particular
caution.
SCRAPA encourages everyone,
at every level of fitness or ability, to
explore this special place of unusual
geology, numerous waterfalls, crystal
clear pools and a small but truly
impressive canyon.
Below the recreation area, Springer
Creek runs right through the village of
Slocan. “Here we find a remarkable
confluence of creek, and lake, and
river, the location of a First Nations
village in the 19th century, probably
situated to take advantage of plentiful
Pacific salmon in the creek and river,”
says SCRAPA member Abram Davis.
“Even today, this area has the highest
biological productivity found anywhere
in Slocan Lake. And most important
for the ecology and economy of the
future, here we also have a significant
opportunity to practice ecological
restoration of a former industrial site,
converting the tunnel and artificial
channel created when the sawmill was
built in the 1960s to a natural stream of
restored fish habitat.”
SCRAPA believes this unique,
intimate relationship between village
and creek provides an invaluable

opportunity to begin creating a new,
transformative economy combining
environmental stewardship and
economic development. “We will
collaborate with all who can envision
such a radically new convergence,”
says Davis. “With your help, we hope
by fall of 2015 to release specific
proposals for direct public investment
in a dramatically new sustainable
development strategy that will benefit
the Village, the Slocan Valley and the
region. At the heart of these proposals
is a vision: a resilient village as a place
of harmony between diverse interests,
interconnected with surrounding
communities, committed to healthy
outdoor recreation for residents and
visitors, and therefore demonstrating
a unique brand of economic
development.”
Because of the creek’s special
character and its enormous potential for
sustainable development, SCRAPA does
not support the plan by the Village of
Slocan council to generate hydropower
from Springer Creek. Those wishing
to comment on the hydro proposal can
make submissions until until March 18
at arfd.gov.bc.ca/ApplicationPosting/
viewpost.jsp?PostID=48176
The public can learn more about
the SCRAPA mapping project by
attending a presentation at the March
9 Slocan council meeting at 7 pm.
The trail map brochure, printed with
financial support from both Nelson
and District and Kootenay Savings
Credit Unions, can be viewed at
springercreekrestoration.wordpress.
com, and copies are available by
donation.
Any questions and comments can
be sent to SCRAPA at springer.creek.
restoration@gmail.com.

It’s In Our Nature: Film Festival gives voice to passionate locals

SCRAPA completes trail map,
puts forward vision for economic
development in Slocan

24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work,
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal
WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS

359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539
3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN
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Slocan council, February 10: Telus responds to petition for cell service
by Barbara Curry Mulcahy
• A letter from Steven Jenkins, Telus
General Manager, Interior, thanked
the Village for sharing the citizen-led
petition in favour of cell service in
Slocan and along Highway 6. Jenkins
wrote that in 2012 and 2013, Telus
had been unable to locate sites for cell
towers. “This forced us to postpone
our plans to extend wireless coverage
in the Slocan region,” he said. “Telus
recognizes the high level of demand
for cellular service in Slocan and will
give this careful consideration during
our future planning.” Arguing that
cell service was a safety issue because
“we’ve had so many incidents in the last
year,” Councillor Van Bynen suggested
council pass a motion authorizing him to

meet with Jenkins. Council felt a motion
wasn’t necessary but that Van Bynen
could meet with Jenkins.
• In public participation, Dave
Frederickson, former councillor, said
he had been called “out of retirement”
to speak on the issue of water service
outside the Village. Frederickson said
RDCK residents on town water had
“paid our share – more than our share”
for water use. He asked, “Are we going
to get thrown off the bus?... I want to
know sooner rather than later.” Mayor
Lunn assured Frederickson that, though
the language in the amendment to the
utilities bylaw was “strong,” the “intent
is not to boot anyone off.” She said
Public Works Manager Tim Hill would
report on the issue to council and that the

Land Act: Notice of Intention to Apply for a Disposition
of Crown Land
FrontCounter BC Cranbrook has accepted an application made by Columbia Wireless Inc. represented by Ben Leslie at Box 269, Nelson,
BC V1L 5T9, on behalf of the Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural
Resource Operations (MFLNRO), Kootenay Region, for a License of Occupation - Communications Site to facilitate installation and maintenance
of communications equipment on Provincial Crown land south of Slocan
and containing 0.25 hectares more or less.
The MFLNRO File Numbers that have been established for this application is 4405526. Written comments concerning this application should be
directed to FrontCounter BC, 1902 Theatre Road, Cranbrook B.C., V1C
7G1 or email to: AuthorizingAgency.Cranbrook@gov.bc.ca Comments will
be received by FrontCounter BC until March 12, 2015. FrontCounter BC
may not be able to consider comments received after this date. Please refer
to our website http://www.arfd.gov.bc.ca/ApplicationPosting/index.jsp g
Search g Search by FileNumber: 4405526 for more information. These applications will be available for viewing at FrontCounter BC in Cranbrook, BC.
Be advised that any response to this advertisement will be considered
part of the public record. For information, contact the FOI Advisor at the
Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural Resource Operations regional
office in Cranbrook.

Village was meeting with RDCK Area
H Director Walter Popoff to “find out
what the issues are and come out with
some solutions.” Councillor Perriere
suggested West Side residents write to
Popoff and Fredickson agreed to “follow
up” on that suggestion. Councillor Van
Bynen said, “There is a solution, Dave,
honest to God.”
• Mayor Lunn, CAO Dehnel,
Deputy Corporate Officer Gordon, and
Public Works Foreman Hill attended a
Municipal Land Development Readiness
Workshop on January 19. This Ministry
of Jobs, Tourism and Skills Training
workshop was focused on helping
municipalities promote municipal and/
or private land to investors. Slocan
learned it should develop a generic
‘community profile’ to market Slocan
properties and investment opportunities,
and also begin a dialogue with millsite owners. To that end, Mayor Lunn
and CAO Dehnel met with Ralph
Tomlin of Springer Creek Forestry
Products. Tomlin told them site profile/
environmental assessments continue
and that, at this point, no significant
contamination has been detected. Lunn
and Dehnel shared Municipal Land
Development Readiness information
with him. Lunn, Dehnel, and Tomlin
agreed to meet “somewhat regularly.”
• The dock and breakwater need

expensive repairs. Mayor Lunn asked for
a report from staff on grant opportunities
for the repairs. Councillors called for the
RDCK to contribute toward the Village’s
boat launch and beach maintenance
expenses, as many people from outside
Slocan use the facilities. Councillor Van
Bynen suggested a ‘tagging system’
where Village residents would be able
to launch their boats for free and those
outside would to have to pay an annual
fee of $50 to launch. While the dock
awaits repairs, it is up on dry land.
Van Bynen said that there was no way
of putting “fancy boats” in the water,
though he predicted local boaters still
remembered the skills to launch without
a dock.
• Council agreed that Mayor Lunn
will propose three priority topics for
an upcoming RDCK budget meeting
strategic planning session: Westside
water users, Slocan Lake, Slocan boat
launch and beach maintenance. Slocan
has received ministerial approval to
be removed from the RD Recreation
Service.
• The library was granted $1200
and the Fitness Centre $600 toward the
cost of new heaters. Council thanked the
library for the volunteer labour for the
installation. Library Board Chair Dick
Kelly reported that the library has three
upcoming projects: a new sidewalk,

improved lighting, and a sign for the
front of the Wellness Centre announcing
the Fitness Centre, Medical Clinic, and
library.
• The Village will write a letter
to School District #8 supporting the
continuance of kindergarten to Grade
8 classes at WE Graham Community
School. Council didn’t mention grades
9 and 10 in the letter, though it supports
them too. There is no talk of removing
these classes from the school. The
Village will also write to Canada Post,
opposing cuts to service without proper
consultation.
• The Village agreed to sponsor
the Kootenay Hiking Club, an ad hoc
group. The group has been approved for
a Community Initiatives grant to create
and print a brochure of local hiking
trails. They needed a sponsor to accept
the grant cheque, as the club does not
have a bank account.
• Last year, the Village issued
fewer building permits than it had
in the previous six years. Only four
permits were issued (a total construction
value of $137,000) down from 12 the
previous year. Gym Pass sales for the
Fitness Centre were up slightly over the
previous year. $3,643.75 was collected
in 2014 for the sales of transit tickets
and passes in the Village. The money
was forwarded to the RDCK.

by Barbara Curry Mulcahy
It’s been a long haul. The Slocan,
Silverton, and New Denver councils
have met over the years with provincial
ministers and Premier Clark to press
for action to improve access to local
parks. Last November, a letter from
Minister Steve Thomson suggested
that Slocan council meet with local
officials from both the Ministry of
Forests, Lands and Natural Resource
Operations (FLNRO) and the Ministry
of Transportation and Infrastructure
(MOTI). On February 2, that meeting
happened in Slocan with Mayor Lunn,
Councillors Patterson and Perriere,
CAO Dehnel, and officials from the
two ministries.
At the February council meeting,
Mayor Lunn and CAO Dehnel
reported on the meeting with FLNRO
and MOTI. Mayor Lunn said that
Lemon Creek Road will be re-opened
up to the Loop Road at Six Mile. The
government will do “significant work
at the bottom” of the road, though it
is not promising to maintain the road.
“Barring major washouts,” the road
will “likely remain open,” reported
Mayor Lunn.
CAO Dehnel said that the two
ministries are “looking at a long-term
fix” and are in discussion about who
should have long-term jurisdiction over
Lemon Creek Road. She also reported
that all secondary roads south of Lemon
Creek will likely be deactivated.
Besides Lemon Creek Road,
Enterprise, Hoder, Bannock Burn and
Russell Creek Roads were discussed,
as well as the Slocan tunnel and the
former highway on the east side of
Slocan Lake. There was not much good
news to announce for these other roads.
Dehnel reported that FNLRO
recognizes that the only roads to
Valhalla Park are the Hoder and

Bannock Burn Roads. Statistics on the
Bannock Burn (an important access
for Gimli Peak) and Hoder Roads (to
Drinnon Lakes) confirm there are lots
of users. Interfor is responsible for
maintaining these roads and is obliged
to deactivate them when no longer
using them – unless the company has
been told not to deactivate. Dehnel
said the roads will not be deactivated,
though exactly what their status will be
is “uncertain.”
Two significant washouts on
Enterprise Creek Road, at 3 and 5 km,
will keep that road closed. Upslope
instability means there would be no
way to guarantee a long-term fix.
Russell Creek Road is “unlikely”
to become a forest service road.
It is now a road permit road and
must be maintained till deactivation.
Upcoming legislation could allow
major infrastructure on roads to remain
open, rather than requiring them to be
decommissioned.
MOTI will review the Slocan
tunnel and former Highway 6 to
determine what, if anything, is to be
done about it.
Instead of providing more money
to fix and maintain these roads, the
government plans to deactivate some of
them. Once these plans are “solidified,”
a web link will be created which will
show which roads are on the chopping
block. Slocan has agreed to provide
feedback on the plans. The Village
plans to advertise the web link and have
a public meeting. Councillor Perriere
said, “People who use the backcountry
should show up.” She called for them
to emphasize “We do use these places.”
Perspectives on the government
plans vary. Mayor Lunn called
forthcoming work on the Lemon Creek
access to Kokanee Park “a step in the
right direction.”

Hillary Elliott, a former councillor
and advocate for improved road access,
agreed. “The Province is on the right
track and will allow for the Slocan
Valley to officially have plans in
place for continued road access to
Kokanee and Valhalla Parks for future
generations. Since it was beginning to
look as though all road access from
the Slocan Valley to provincial parks
could be lost due to lack of maintenance
and natural erosion, I believe this is a
positive partnership.”
Councillor Patterson and Patricia
McGreal, former councillor, were,
however, less enthusiastic. Patterson
called the plans “another cop out.” She
said, “We’re going to fix up Lemon
Creek…One road! And all the roads
in our area...”
McGreal, who, in 2012 presented a
report to Minister Thomson, ‘Provincial
Park Access Issues in the Kootenays,’
noted that “whatever these roads once
were, they are now access to provincial
parks… We own the parks, we pay
for them through our taxes, they are
the widely advertised ‘super natural
experience’ that brings $1.5 billion
dollars into the provincial treasury
annually from tourism.”
Both FLNRO and MOTI have
jurisdiction over road access to
provincial parks and work together on
this issue. FLNRO covers the ‘back
country,’ focusing on roads that service
residences and that allow access to
high value recreation sites. Industrial
users who are using forest service
roads maintain the roads. MOTI covers
the ‘front country.’ Locally, MOTI is
responsible for the first four kilometres
of the Lemon Creek access to Kokanee
Park, the first eight kilometres of
Enterprise Creek and Kokanee Creek
Roads, and the first part of Six Mile
Road.

Access to parks: Slocan council meets with provincial officials

COMMUNITY

February 25, 2015 The Valley Voice

15

New Denver council, February 10: No quick fix to affordable rental housing problem
by Katrine Campbell
• Council received a letter from
Wendy Harlock expressing concern
over the lack of affordable rentals in the
village, citing the large number of homes
owned by seasonal residents. (The letter
was printed in the February 11 Valley
Voice.) She suggested a number of
possibilities, such as secondary suites,
to create more spaces. Councillor
Nadine Raynolds said it was an issue
that warranted further conversation and
research. CAO Bruce Woodbury agreed
there was a problem but pointed out it
was very complicated and there were
no simple fixes. He recommended
a multiple approach and noted there
was only so much a council could do.

Mayor Ann Bunka added that one of the
limitations to having secondary suites
was having adequate septic systems.
• Robin Sherrod’s offer to prune
the century-old maple trees in front of
the Angrignon home on Bellevue, at no
charge, was accepted. He said a number
of branches had been pruned improperly
a decade ago and could allow rot to enter
the trees. Council called it a training
opportunity for staff who would work
with him.
• The Village received invitations to
advertise from four tourism publications.
Council decided to advertise in three of
them: Destination BC, West Kootenay
Go & Do, and Kootenay Rockies
Tourism’s Kootenay Mountain Culture

magazine.
• Councillor Henning von Krogh
reported the lake level dropped 22 cm
in January, then rose another 16 cm.
• Councillors Raynolds and Fox
attended the ‘West Koot Route’ meeting
with presenter Hillary Elliott. A dozen
people attended, and many expressed
concern with the imagery and language
on a brochure designed to attract tourists
to the region. Fox said “they haven’t
got their ‘a-ha!’ yet.” Raynolds added
“If people don’t buy into the brand, it’s
not going to work.”
• Von Krogh reported on the last
West Kootenay Boundary Hospital
District meeting January 28. Sixteen
of the 30 directors are new, including

by Julia Greenlaw
The national average age of a farmer
is 55, but with land and housing prices in
BC the highest in Canada, buying land
and starting a farming business without
outside support is extremely challenging
for the younger generation.
To help counter these challenges,
the Young Agrarians of BC shared the
nuts and bolts of linking young farmers
with farmland at a workshop in Winlaw
on February 12. This event is part of
a series of Kootenay and BC Land
Linking workshops offered this month.
About 60 people with an interest in
seeing more food produced in this area
gathered to learn tools for initiating
farming businesses and agreements
and for ensuring that farmland stays in
production. About equal numbers of
folks looking for farming opportunities
and landowners looking for farmers
were represented from Creston and
Crawford Bay to the New Denver area.
FarmFolk CityFolk representative,
Heather Pritchard, also attended the
meeting. FarmFolk CItyFolk is partnered
with Young Agrarians and offers years
of experience in helping get new farm
businesses off the ground.
Sara Dent, Young Agrarians
BC coordinator, shared a wealth of
information about the resources and
services Young Agrarians has to offer
from business mentorship to resource
mapping, farmer blogs, practical
workshops with farmers, and a Land
Access Guide. “Young Agrarians cannot
broker private land transactions,” says
Dent. “Our role is to provide resources
and a networking space for farm land
linking.”
Youngagrarians.org leads you to
an active young farmer blog with
social media links, dates for farm tours,
potlucks, practical farming workshops,
a Land Access Guide and resource map
upon which you can post your land or
skills offered.
Interests among farmers at the
Winlaw event varied. A number of
participants were interested in
community farms or cooperative land
purchase and land leasing opportunities.
Many of the landowners were looking
for help to manage their lands and hoped
to make connections with folks seeking
to farm with similar ideologies.
A young family that owns a farm in
Winlaw offered pasture, and explained
that they have to work away from their
farm full-time to maintain their mortgage

payments. This leaves them very little
time to work the land, especially at
harvest time. Strict restrictions on
housing on their property make it hard
to facilitate the farm help they need to
make the best use of their land.
The four crucial needs for successful
farm operations, according to Dent,
are farm viability, land access, market
access and young farmers. New farmers
are encouraged to get mentorship and
training in various fields of agriculture,
decide which field they prefer and then
create a detailed business plan to see if
their ideas are viable.
Young Agrarians advises farmers of
all ages to consider succession planning
for their farms. Why not ease out
of farming and create a retirement
income from passing on the business?
Possibilities for farmland access
agreements include land trusts, incubator
farms, leases, licenses or memorandums
of understanding.
“Among the many challenges to
farming in the Kootenays, the biggest
is market access,” says Dent. Farms
such as Kootenay Meadows have been
successful because of long-term family

experience and a secure land base.
Opportunities for farming in this area
are more often at the homesteading level
compared with the larger established
farms in the Okanagan.
“Many young people are interested
in farming but without the necessary
training and equity for entering into a
farm business, it can be very difficult
to get enough revenue from your
operation,” says Dent.
According to Dent, the Province
of Quebec offers $10-50,000 to new
farmers with a technical college
certification in agriculture and a good
business plan. They also have a land
bank with long-term farm leases
organized. Such government aids do
not exist in BC but may be needed to
encourage the continuation of agriculture
in our province.
The local contact for young agrarians
is Laura Hannant. She can be reached at
kootenays@youngagrarians.com.

So you want to be a farmer?

VALLEY COMFORT /
BLAZE KING

Welcome to Resisterville:
Americans in the Kootenays

submitted
Join Kathleen Rodgers, author of
Welcome to Resisterville: American
Dissidents in British Columbia Thursday,
March 5 from 7:30 – 9:30 pm at Knox
Hall in New Denver for a fascinating talk
about the counterculture communities of
the West Kootenays.
Between 1965 and 1975 thousands
of American migrants traded their
established lives for a new beginning.
Some were non-violent resisters who
opposed the war in Vietnam, but a
larger group were disenchanted with
American policy and wanted a new life
where they might embrace the ideals
of the 1960s counterculture. They set
out to build a peaceful, egalitarian
society in the Canadian wilderness
and found allies in the Quakers and
Doukhobors. Their success is evident,
as values like equality, sustainability,
and creativity still define community life.
The influx of young minds changed our
valleys. Not everyone was welcoming,
but perseverance bought respect and
friendship as residents and newcomers
came together in the spirit of shared
community. Welcome to Resisterville
explores the influx as it contributed to
the character of our region today.

WETT Certified Master Technician
Wood/Electric/Oil Combination
Furnaces
Blaze King Catalytic Stoves and
Chimneys
Duct Cleaning BEST METHOD
Available
Slocan City 250-355-0088

WANTED
TO BUY:

CEDAR AND
PINE POLES
Brian Major
• 250-938-3900

Please contact:
Gormans Pole Division

250-547-9296

Aimee Watson (Area D), Suzan Hewat
(Kaslo), Leah Main (Silverton) and
Jessica Lunn (Slocan). Paul Peterson
(Area K) is on the executive. The
board will meet throughout the district,
including in Nakusp (June 24) and
Kaslo (October 28).
Although the board last year listed
upgrades to the emergency room at
Arrow Lakes Hospital as a priority, it
is not on the list of this year’s projects
issued by Interior Health. The board

asked staff for the cost of architectural
plans for the upgrade.
At the strategic planning session,
the directors identified health care
concerns: isolation of residents;
accessibility and transportation to
health care; service erosion; lack of
services; poverty; response times;
shifting demographics; population
migration; physician recruitment and
retention; and the need for long-term
care facilities.

COMMUNITY
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Kaslo council, February 10: Waterfront maintenance recurs as hot button issue
by Jan McMurray
• Councillor Glorioso reported
that several people called her with
complaints about the waterfront trail
maintenance recently completed by
Public Works. She reminded council
that many people were upset by the same
thing last year. Glorioso spoke in favour
of striking a committee to identify best
practices and involve the public. Council
voted in favour of forming a committee,
with terms of reference to be discussed
at Committee of the Whole.
In response to a question from
Councillor Knoll, CAO Smith said
that there is uncertainty around the
jurisdiction of some of the waterfront
land in that area, and some of it is
Crown land.
Councillor Lang said that last year
during the discussion on the same
topic, he suggested the Village plant
coniferous trees along the beachfront,
but there was no enthusiasm for that. “I
don’t think cottonwoods are a suitable
species along the waterfront,” he said,
adding that the short tree planting season
is approaching. Council voted to obtain
a quote for fir seedlings for submission
to the Committee of the Whole.
During public time, Rick Korens
asked council to refer to the OCP when
revisiting this issue. He said the OCP
calls for a Development Variance Permit

to work on the waterfront, and asked if
the Village had done an environmental
assessment of the beachfront area.
“We spent months on the OCP and we
endorsed it, and we aren’t following
it,” he said.
Laurie Moss asked council to put
a moratorium on the Public Works
crew “digging, destroying, and pulling
up vegetation in that area.” He said
the natural vegetation is esthetically
desirable and is important habitat for
wild fowl. He reported that he spoke
with a wetlands biologist over the
weekend who said the area could take
10-20 years to recover.
Debra Barrett asked who gave
Public Works direction to do the
maintenance work, and Mayor Hewat
replied that this was part of the regular
maintenance program that has been done
“as a matter of practice.”
Moss said he was very disappointed
to see this happening again after a
considerable number of people made it
known last year that they want to see the
area left in its natural state.
• The Village of Kaslo Corporate
Strategy 2015-18 was formally adopted
and will be posted on the website.
This is council’s “key communication
document to the public and key partners,”
said CAO Smith. The document will be
reviewed annually.

• Grant applications will be
submitted for City Hall completion
phases, community-wide LED
streetlight conversion, and a capacity
building asset management project.
Consulting expertise will be hired to
help with the applications to the Gas Tax
Strategic Fund by the April deadline.
• An application to the Build Canada
fund for the Kaslo River Intake project
is being prepared by 9dot Engineering.
Council agreed to commit up to
$116,358 (one-third of the cost of the
project), to come from the water reserve,
borrowing or other grant sources.
Council also agreed that the Village
would cover any ineligible project
costs incurred during the planning and
execution of the project.
• Westek Controls Ltd. was awarded
a contract of up to $69,125 to refurbish
the water treatment plant controls system
in 2015. CAO Smith and Councillor
Lang explained that the 15-year-old
software was beginning to show signs
of failure, and if the system crashes, staff
will have to work around the clock to
continue operation of the plant. Smith
reported that almost $37,000 is available
from the CBT Watersmart program for
the project. Sourcing funds for the rest
of the cost of the project was referred
to the next Committee of the Whole
Finance meeting.

• CAO Neil Smith reported that
the Village failed to remit $117,042.42
in school and police taxes due to “an
unfortunate oversight that dates back to
the mid-1990s, but only came to light
during the 2013 external audit.” The
Village repaid $37,395 last year and will
repay the remaining $79,647.72 plus
simple interest over the next six years.
“This is the best outcome that could be
secured from the Province given that
immediate payment in full could have
been requested, generating significant
hardship for municipal finances,” he
said.
The CAO also reported that this
year’s audit may be longer and more
indepth than in previous years because
of staff changes and significant ongoing
changes to financial administration
systems.
• The Village will call for
Expressions of Interest for aerodrome
operations.
• A letter from the president of the
Kaslo & Area Chamber of Commerce,
John Addison, updates council on
Chamber news. Daphne Hunter has
been hired as part-time administrator,
and the Chamber is part of the West
Kootenay Tourism Alliance (WKTA),
along with the Nakusp and District
Chamber and the Slocan District
Chamber. WKTA has created the

‘West Koot Route’ tourism brand for
the region and has hired a consultant to
develop a business plan and marketing
plan for the brand. Addison says the
Chamber “wants to develop a positive
working relationship with the Village
and RDCK” and welcomes mayor and
council to participate in the Chamber’s
2015 goals and objectives. Council
asked that Councillor Knoll, liaison to
the Chamber, ask for clarification on
the Chamber’s goals and objectives
for 2015.
• The meeting procedures bylaw
will be reviewed by the CAO and
Deputy Clerk.
• A response to Jill Braley will
indicate council’s continued support for
the right of residents to choose whether
or not they have a smart meter installed
on their property.
• A design for long service plaque
awards was approved. Councillor
Holland voted against this, as he believes
money would be better spent on giving
staff public recognition than giving them
a granite plaque.
• Kootenay Waste Service Ltd.
was awarded a three-year contract for
waste disposal services for $33,795.84
per annum. Recycling services will
continue to be delivered by Kootenay
Waste Services Ltd. on a fee for service
basis of $450 plus taxes per run for 2015.

submitted
Valhalla Hills Nordic Ski Club has
had its most successful year to date,
according to the board of the newly
renamed club based in Hills. The
name change occurred at the AGM
in November 2014 and since then the
club hasn’t looked back.
“We wanted a name that would
identify us with our proximity to the
mountains, home to Viking gods, and
that would be exciting to hear when
announced at races as our skiers cross
the finish line or accept medals during
awards ceremonies,” explained Kip
Drobish, coach and club president.
“We have a bigger reach than just the
community of Hills and we want to
be inclusive.”
One huge success has been the
long-planned purchase of a new
Skandic snowmobile for grooming,

to complement the professional
grooming equipment the club acquired
two seasons ago. This became reality
in January thanks to grants from the
Hills Recreation Society, Recreation
Commission #6, Kootenay Savings
Community Foundation and CBT, and
more than $1,000 from the community.
The club grooms two training circuits
in Hills for the youth program and also
a six km section of the rail trail from
the Caden Creek Chasm to Red House.
“It is great that so many people,
both locals and people from as far
afield as Nelson are regularly using
the rail trail for cross-county skiing,”
said board member Tim Sander “and
the Skandic makes this all possible
without inducing any more back
injuries for the board members who
do the grooming!”
Club membership is up to over

50, not including those who show
support with a small contribution. The
Jackrabbit (youth) program now has
24 participants who practice twice a
week and are led by qualified coaches.
Several of the ‘Racing Rabbits’ have
participated in up to 11 races so far
this winter; Kolibri Drobish has
consistently placed well, with a
second place finish at the BC Cup in
Revelstoke.
Other racers include Lukas,
Cynthia and Elias Piggot, Ayla and
Raya Kipkie, and Jay Tremaine, and
nearly all the Jackrabbit program
will be skiing the Blackjack Loppet
February 28 near Rossland.
The season’s end will be celebrated
in style on March 7 at the club’s annual
snow party with fun ski games, races,
barbecue, edible medals, and prize
draws for donors to the snowmobile

fundraiser. New members are still
welcome. The donation drive ends at
the party. All donations help fund our

trail grooming and other programs. See
the regularly updated website: www.
hillsnordic.wordpress.com.

submitted by the RCMP
Unlocked vehicles have been the
targets of thieves over the past two
months in Nakusp. RCMP received a
report January 11 that a truck had been
stolen during the evening from the 200
block of Broadway Street. The vehicle
was located undamaged shortly after and
returned to the owner.

On January 17 police received
another report of a stolen truck, this time
from the 700 block of 8th Ave NW. The
vehicle was later located stuck in a ditch
on Upper Crescent Bay Road.
Through investigation, and with
assistance from the public, police were
able to identify a suspect responsible for
the thefts. Police are recommending two

charges of Theft Over $5,000 and two
charges of Possession of Stolen Property
Over $5,000 against the Nakusp resident
suspected of committing the offences.
Both trucks were unlocked and the
keys were left inside at the time of the
thefts. Another set of thieves targetted the
contents of unlocked vehicles.
On February 11 the detachment
received multiple reports of thefts that
had occurred overnight. Thieves targetted
unlocked vehicles throughout Nakusp,
stealing multiple items including loose
change, clothing, tools, and electronic
equipment. The culprits had also located
keys in one of the unlocked vehicles and
took it for a joy ride.
Through investigation, police were
able to identify one adult male and
two youths, all locals, responsible
for the series of thefts. Police will be
recommending multiple charges of

Theft Under $5,000 and Possession of
Stolen Property Under $5,000 as well
as one charge of Theft Over $5,000
and Possession of Stolen Property Over
$5,000 for the series of offences.
To date, more than 10 victims
have come forward to report that their
vehicle had been targetted. Police

continue to investigate and still have
some unclaimed recovered items. If you
have had items stolen from your vehicle
during the past few days, please contact
the detachment. Police would also like
to emphasize that all the vehicles were
left unlocked with valuables inside and
in plain view.

submitted
The Meadow Creek Wetland
Restoration project is holding an open
house and community planting day
March 7 from 10 am to 2 pm. Volunteers
are needed for a number of activities;
they can plant a tree, tour the site,
spread some seeds – even help install a
nesting box.
The restoration project is unique as
it improves habitat for amphibians, birds,
ungulates, and for sow grizzlies and cubs

in need of early spring forage. Join us
to learn about wetland values, and how
you as a private landowner can make
a difference for our ever-threatened
wetland habitats.
If you wish to volunteer, please
bring work gloves, a shovel and your
wetland (mud) boots. To show our
appreciation, snacks and refreshments
will be provided. The open house will
be held at the Halleran property, 13215
Hwy 31, Meadow Creek.

Valhalla Hills Nordic Ski Club celebrates 2015 winter season

Kolibri Drobish (left) skiing for Valhalla Hills Nordic gets second place in the Teck BC Cup in
Revelstoke January 24. Marielle Ackerman of Kimberley Nordic takes first.

Unlocked vehicles targetted by thieves in Nakusp

JB’S PUB &
RESTAURANT

OPEN THURS-SUN 3 PM-10 PM
Nightly specials, world famous Fish & Chips
Excellent service and always great value

250-353-7716

Restoring wetlands: volunteers needed
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announcements

BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO – Award
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza.
250-353-2282.
NEW SLOCAN VALLEY RIDESHARE
PROGRAM sponsored by The Healthy
Community Society. For more information
check community-connect.ca.
WOODBURY RESORT & MARINA
– We are open year round and only 4 kms
from Ainsworth Hot Springs. Why not treat
your family to a local staycation?! Great
winter rates on cabins. Call for reservations.
1-877-353-7717.
DID YOU RECEIVE YOUR RDCK
RECREATION MASTER PLAN
QUESTIONNAIRE? RDCK is looking
for your feedback. If you don’t receive
flyers in the mail, you can pick up a
questionnaire at Slocan or New Denver
Village Offices or Slocan Valley Recreation.
The questionnaire will also be available on
the RDCK website beginning the last week
of February.

automotive

2007 HONDA CIVIC HYBRID: Great
condition. New Blizzaks. New summer
tires on spare rims. 174,180 km. Original
owner. Serviced at dealer. Sips gas. $8,500
firm. 250-358-7796.
2001 SUBARU LEGACY – needs some
work. $650 obo. 250-358-7774.
MUST SELL THIS WEEK:
our ’91 Honda Accord 4 door
AT/PB/PW, sun roof/rear spoiler.
162,000 km and new paint. With
winter tires. $3875 obo. 2008 VTX
1300 Honda Motorcycle – 9,000 km, as new,
with lots of after market stuff. Still have
OEM parts in boxes. $8700 obo.
Custom built Kencraft camper 10’
for small truck. Stove, sink, heater,
fridge and boat rack. As new
condition. $2,450 obo. 778-206-0969 or
250-265-4419.

Personal Classifieds start at $8.00
Call 250-358-7218 for details

automotive repair

LOCAL, HONEST AND EFFICIENT
professional mechanic, offering to service
and repair. Brakes, suspension, tire mount
and balance, oil change, diagnostics, etc.
Our family business aims to keep your
vehicle running safe and reliable for your
Kootenay commutes. C.V. Auto Service.
Call 250-359-2266.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

STAY HOME - MAKE MONEY. Start
your own business working from home.
Free training and mentorship. Email
caribootwo@gmail.com for more info.
ARE YOU AN ASPIRING
ENTREPRENEUR? If so, call
Community Futures to learn about the free
Business Plan workshop open to anyone!
And if you’re eligible, you may also qualify
for the Self Employment Program where
you will receive ongoing business training
and coaching and usually financial support
while you start your business. To learn
more, call 265-3674 ext. 201 or email
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.
THINKING OF STARTING, buying
or expanding your own business?
Community Futures offers business loans,
counseling & training; and delivers the
Self Employment program in the Arrow
& Slocan Lakes area. For more info leave
a message at 265-3674 ext. 201 or email
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

coming events

GET YOUR ACT TOGETHER for the
BIG AIR BAND/LIP SYNC CONTEST,
happening Saturday, April 25 at the
Silverton Memorial Hall! Calling on all
Slocan Valley businesses, organizations,
groups and individuals to strut your stuff
and enter to win cash prizes for 1st, 2nd
and 3rd places. Coaching available. Don’t
miss out on the fun! All ages and abilities,
and all kinds of music welcome. Hosted by
the Slocan District Chamber of Commerce.
More info: 250-358-7249 or 250-226-7967.
MEADOW CREEK WETLAND
RESTORATION Project Open House
and Community Planting Day – March
7 from 10 am to 2 pm. All welcome! The
event will take place at 13215 HWY 31,

CLASSIFIED ADS

Meadow Creek. This unique restoration
project helps to improve habitat for
amphibians, birds, ungulates, and for sow
grizzlies and cubs in need of early spring
forage. Join us at the Halleran property to
learn about wetland values and how you as
a private landowner can make a difference
for our ever-threatened wetland habitats.
What to Bring: If you wish to volunteer,
please bring work gloves, a shovel and your
wetland (mud) boots.
SPAGHETTI NITE - Saturday, March 21
at 6:00 pm. Burton Community Hall. Adults
$12, Children 6-12 $5, Under 6 are free.
Sponsored by the Burton United Church.
World Jazz Sextet CERTIFIED MANGO
at the Bonnington Arts Centre, Nakusp with
special guest Gerardo Avila. 2 pm Sunday
8th March. Doors 1:30 pm.
HOW TO CREATE FREEDOM from
suffering an all-inclusive healing weekend
workshop at The Healing Den in New
Denver. Starts Friday night, March 13 at
6:30 pm and ends Sunday, March 15 at
3 pm. All inclusive = morning nutritional
cooking classes, all meals, 2 nights
accommodation, meditations and spiritual
guidance from Karen Dubreuil, your host
and teacher, + 2 evening discourses on The
Flowering of Human Consciousness. Only
3 spots available - 1 private single room
and 1 room double occupancy. Invite a
friend to share in this exciting new journey
to freedom and peace within. Cost: $200/
person, partial trades welcome. To register
or for more detailed information phone
Karen 250-358-2828 or email dream2@
telus.net.
DIE MAHLER STRING QUARTET
presents: ‘Tangos, Classics and More.’
Die Mahler is an eccentric, eclectic and
passionate quartet with a sound that will
leave you spellbound. From virtuosic to
easy listening, from well known classics
to current composers, from Latin vibes
to popular music... this versatile and
marvelously talented quartet promises a
diverse program that is both down to earth
and heavenly. Grammy nominated violinist
Pablo Diemecke, known for his remarkable
tonal beauty and sizzling virtuosity, joins

forces with esteemed musicians Larry
Skaggs, Liz Massi and Silverton’s Martine
denBok to form Die Mahler String Quartet.
February 28 @ Nakusp United Church
7:00; March 1 @ Kootenay Art Gallery in
Castlegar 1:30; March 2 @ St. Saviours
Pro Cathedral in Nelson 7:30; March 3 @
Silverton Memorial Hall in Silverton 7:00.
Treat yourself and someone you love to
this unique musical opportunity! Tickets
are $15, available at the door.
THE AWARD-WINNING FILM,
‘Awake: The Life of Yogananda,’ is
screening at the Civic Theatre in Nelson,
Wednesday, March 11, 7:30pm. Watch the
trailer at awaketheyoganandamovie.com
WINLAWWATERSHED COMMITTEE
AGM - Thursday, March 19, 7 pm, in the
SIFCo office. (stone building behind
recycling bins). Membership supports
watershed-based forestry tenure.
ANNUAL ST. PADDY’S ‘VEGAS’
NIGHT Saturday, March 14, Slocan
Legion Hall 502 Harold St. Doors open 5:30
pm, 6 pm Casino, 7 pm Buffet, 8 pm more
Casino. Live entertainment. Tickets $15 to
March 8 and $20 thereafter at Mountain
Valley Station in Slocan or phone 250355-2672 to reserve. Fantastic food, good
fun, great music! The Legion welcomes
members & guests.
Introduction to ‘A COURSE IN
MIRACLES’: 2 part Workshop for
those who are simply curious about this
remarkable set of books as well as those
who want a deeper understanding of the
metaphysical principles and its teaching
on forgiveness. In Silverton on Fridays
(10-12p) Parts 1 & 2 (Mar 13 & 27). In
Winlaw on Wednesdays (1-3p) (Mar 25 &
Apr 8). $15 each or $25 for both. Facilitated
by Sue Mistretta. Register in advance 250358-2177 (www.handandsoul.ca)
SLOCAN VALLEY THREADS GUILD
is now gathering donations of fabric, yarn
and notions for Yard and Yardage Sale April
26. Contact Sharon at 226-7703 or Brenda
355-2459 for pick-up.
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SILVERY SLOCAN HISTORICAL
SOCIETY AGM at 7 pm on March 24,
2015. To be held at the Hidden Garden.
Support your local history. Everyone
welcome.

for rent

NAKUSP TRIPLEX FOR RENT. 3-4
bedrooms. On acreage. 1200 sq. ft. $675/
mo. Appliances. 1-250-575-8867 or 1-250863-0886.
OFFICE/STORE FOR RENT - 900+ sq.
ft., as of June 1st, located at 204 Broadway
St., Nakusp, BC. Contact Ernie @ 250265-4516.
MOUNTAIN COTTAGE above Slocan
Lake available for short term rentals this
spring. Monthly discounts. 250-231-2174

found

CAR KEYS – Two keys (one Valet) on
an electronic keychain found in a box of
donated items at the Donation Store in
New Denver. The keys are at the Valley
Voice office in New Denver. Call to claim.
250-358-7218.

foR SALE

AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING
CONTAINERS 20 ft and 40 ft sizes.
Kootenay Containers. Sales & Rentals.
Castlegar. 250-365-3014.

health

YOGA WITH TYSON in Nakusp &
Winlaw. Feldenkrais ‘Awareness Through
Movement’ classes. Thai Massage physical
therapy. 250-226-6826 thaitouch@
yahoo.com www.thaitouch.ca
YOGA IN SILVERTON - THE INWARD
JOURNEY: Monday morning 9-10:30;
Thursday 4–5:30 pm. Honour your body
by reducing stress, building strength,

SEWING

CAROLE’S MADE TO MEASURE
Sewing • Upholstery • Fabric
Carole Heidema • Owner
250-358-2771
carolesmadetomeasure@gmail.com
351 Victoria St, Silverton

Business Classifieds start at $10.00
Call 250-358-7218 for details

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN

HARDWOOD FLOORS
WHOLESALE
• Registered Septic System
designer and installer •
• Ready Mix Concrete •
• Lock Blocks • Drain Rock •
• Road Crush • Sand & Gravel •
• Dump Trucks • Excavator •
• Crusher • Coloured Concrete •
• Site Preparation •
Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
Ph. 265-4615 • vieirac@telus.net

Safety, Service, Satisfaction
Installation and maintenance

jim@jemsgas.com
MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION
TimberFrame Homes
Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall
Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding
Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales
dave@maddentimber.com

250 265 1807

LARRY’S Lawn & Yard Service

Snow removal
• Pruning • Odd jobs •

Cell: 250-265-7281 • Phone: 250-358-7772
Serving Silverton to Nakusp & all points in between.

HALL LUMBER
& BUILDING SUPPLIES
Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat
10 am to 5 pm
PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd.
Edgewood, BC

Jim Pownall & Co.
LOG & TIMBER FRAME HOMES
New Denver • BC
250-358-2566
jpownall@telus.net

Crescent Bay
Construction Ltd.
Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation
Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431
• Email cresbay@telus.net

100% CANADIAN PREF. ALUM-OXIDE. ROAKMAPLE BISTRO/TAVERN 3 1/4” X 3/4” - $4.39/SF
– MILL RUN $85 Sel BETTER. NORTH PLANK.
RL. UP TO 7’ $5.49/SF PLT. – ENG IMPORT
FROM $3.99/SF PLT. CORK 50+ CHOICES
FROM $2.59 SF PLT. GLUE DOWN – BAMBOO,
SLATE FROM $3.99/SF PLT – MOST IN STOCK
AT JUAN’S 1503 HWY 3A
THRUMS (CASTLEGAR) BC
250-399-6377 Mon-Sat 8:30 am - 5 pm

Indoor Garden
Supplies
Castlegar
250-304-2911

1730 Hwy 3, Selkirk Spring Building
dan@canadiangardensupply.com

Wired by Alex

Electrical Contracting Ltd
Alex Joseph
250-358-7721

CONSTRUCTION

FOUNDATIONS • timber FRAMING
ROOFING • RENOVATIONS

Specializing in Timber Framing

Cell: 250-265-8503
Home: 250-269-7280
Leaf Cabinetry

Residential & commercial
cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC

250.226.7441

www.leafcabinetry.com

mobile

(250) 551-TIME (8463)
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flexibility and balance. Upper story of the
fire hall in Silverton. Only 5 minutes from
New Denver. Open to all levels. Come
and share mindfulness and the exultation
of inner flow.

HELP wanted

WEST KOOTENAY ECOSOCIETY
seeks a P/T Field Organizer. Visit www.
ecosociety.ca/jobs

notices

FOR INFORMATION ON AA, NA,
OA, ACOA OR ALANON MEETINGS
contact in New Denver: 358-7904 or 3587158; Nakusp 265-4216; Kaslo 353-2658;
Slocan 355-2805; South Slocan 226-7705;
Playmor Junction 359-7310.

Personal Classifieds start at $8.00
Call 250-358-7218 for details

HAIR

Ava’s
Hair Studio
OPEN YEAR-ROUND

358-7769
Far right entrance of the Wild Rose Building in Rosebery

WINTER HOURS
9 AM - 9 PM

NELSON & AREA ELDER ABUSE
PREVENTION Resource Centre: 250352-6008 preventeldRabuse@sbdemail.
com / www.nelsonelderabuseprevention.
org. Drop-in Wednesdays 12-2 pm,
719 Vernon Street, Nelson. Nelson and
District Seniors Coordinating Society.

pets

PERSONALIZED DOG CARE WINLAW. Your dog’s home away from
home, no kennels, acres of fenced play area
and river swims. Call now to book your
dog’s vacation. 1-250-448-6553, www.
barknrollinn.com.

real estate

LOG HOME AND 8.8 ACRES in Lower
Slocan Valley, bordering the Slocan River.
$299,900. Phone: (250) 352-6533, or check
out valleyplace.shawwebspace.ca for more
information

sevices

SAVE MONEY @ PETER’S WINDOWS
& DOORS with energy-efficient windows,
doors and siding by Gentek. We are the
exclusive dealer of long lasting, high
performing windows by Gentek. We also
have lots of wood and metal doors in stock.
Now selling Gentek siding. 1-250-399-0079.

CLASSIFIED/COMMUNITY

GERRY CONWAY – Journeyman
carpenter/builder. 250-265-3163.
SUE MISTRETTA, M.A. offers Online
Counselling and Counselling sessions in
Silverton and Winlaw offices. Contact
www.handandsoul.ca or 358-2177.

wanted

HOUSE-SIT WANTED: Responsible,
mature male looking for house-sit in New
Denver/Silverton or Kaslo areas. Call 250777-3842.

slocan Valley Recreation

Slocan Valley Micro & Children’s
League Soccer: Early registration
ends March 1, Final Registration ends
March 13.
C.O.R.E. Hunter Training. Sat & Sun
Mar 14 & 15, 9am–5pm, $135. Crescent
Valley Hall.
Red Cross Babysitter Training: Tues
Mar 17, 9:00am-4pm, $52, Slocan Park
Hall.
Spring Break Camps: Mar 16-20,
Slocan Park Hall.
Travel Talk African Safari: Thurs Mar
12, 7- 8:30pm, Slocan Park Hall. By
donation.

226-0008

wanted

RUSTY VOLKSWAGON bus/van with
split front windshield. Any information
please call 403-690-7646.
RENTAL WANTED - Sarah, Mark, and
Sequoia Jeffreys are seeking a furnished
summer rental in the Slocan from mid/late
May to early August. Ideally, we would like to
rent a place in New Denver or Silverton close
to the lake, but as in past summers, we are open
to possibilities from Red Mtn Rd up to Hills.
Please contact us, by email at markjeffreys@
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yahoo.com or by phone at (801) 910-1532,
if you have or know of an availability suitable
for two adults and a little girl with no pets. We
look forward to being back!
COUPLE FROM CANMORE looking
for a house to rent for the summer from the
beginning of June to end August, preferably
in New Denver or Silverton. Please feel
free to contact us if you have any leads
or have a place to rent! Heather and Mike
Bishop - bishop.heather1@gmail.com or
403-968-2944.

RDCK seeks feedback on recreation

submitted
The RDCK wants to know what
residents in the Slocan Valley want for
recreation services.
“We have initiated recreation
master planning processes and are
seeking feedback to determine how we
plan for the future,” said Jim Crockett,
manager of recreation at the Castlegar
and District Community Complex.
“The survey is an important component
in gathering public input into a planning

document that will be used to map out
the delivery of recreation services for
the next five to 10 years.”
The RDCK has mailed out
questionnaires to households and is
encouraging residents to return the
surveys in the postage-paid envelopes
provided.
“Your input is valuable—please
tell us what you want!” Crockett says.
The RDCK will share the results of
the surveys later in the spring.

Open Thurs - Sun

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY

H. A. Benson Inc.
Chartered Accountant
119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0
Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: howard@habenson.ca

Bikes, Skis,
Snowshoes
Sales and
Maintenance
Call Shon
250-265-3332

New Market Foods
518 6th Ave • New Denver

shonsbs@gmail.com

250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290
email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca
Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area.
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm

Certified by the Province of BC to test drinking water

Legendary
Meats
Custom
Cutting

Open for the 2014 Cutting
Season

Call now to book your appointment
Phone/Fax 250.226.7803
www.legendarymeats.ca
2826 Hwy 6, Slocan Park
Open Wednesday - Saturday
10:30 am – 4:30 pm
Closed Sunday -Tuesday

Main Street, New Denver

250-358-2178

Your ad could
be here for only
$11.00 + GST

Kaslo Clothes Hanger

Support the Valley Voice with
a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30
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Certified Mango heats up Nakusp’s Bonnington Theatre
submitted
If you like your world music with
a unique jazzy edge, this is the band
for you. Certified Mango presents
all original music composed by Paul
‘Garbanzo’ Gibbons with influences
ranging from Cuban rumba and mambo,
to tango, samba, bossa nova, cumbia,
and North African beats. Moods move
from dreamy, groovy and hypnotic to
up-beat and danceable.
Back in the day when he was an
anthropologist, Paul Gibbons spent one
year in Northeastern Brazil studying
candomblé. Every night he would
head into the hills to attend these spirit
cults of African origin which involve
drumming, dancing, and possession.
Many years later, after a career in
physical theatre, he took up music,
and some of these dynamic Brazilian
polyrhythms began to bubble to the

surface and inform his compositions.
By then he had also studied North
Indian classical bansuri (bamboo
flute), Egyptian dumbek (drum) and
Cuban percussion. All he had to do was
assemble the rhythmic, melodic, and
harmonic elements, await the muse,
and then find some brave musicians to
explore the results.
The first Kootenay band to
result from this was Gringo Bongo.
Collaborators Howard Bearham, Aiko
Jackson and Tsuneko Kokubo got bitten
by the world jazz groove and continued
on with Paul and others to form Esque,
which morphed into Certified Mango
two years ago.
The Certified Mango sextet is
comprised of: Howard Bearham on
various saxophones, Lorna Visser on
clarinet, Aiko Jackson on piano, Tsuneko
“Koko” Kokubo on percussion, Shelley

Dobie on bass and occasional vocals,
and Paul Gibbons on congos.
For this concert, Certified Mango is
pleased to present a special guest from
Vancouver/ Mexico City – Gerardo

Avila, who will be joining the ensemble
on several numbers. Gerardo is a
physical theatre performer and magician
who has performed with many troupes
including the Cirque du Soleil.

submitted
The third annual Snow-Pitch game
sponsored by the Winlaw Fire department
was a great success, raising more than
$1,500 for Muscular Dystrophy.
Sunday, February 15 was a
wonderful sunny day as firefighters from
Winlaw, Passmore and Kaslo attended
the third annual game at Appledale Hall.
The concession stand, silent auction and
T-shirt sales were generously supported
by both players and spectators. There
were four exciting innings of baseball in
the slush, and for the first year, two full
teams competed. The goal was to beat

last year’s total donations of $800 dollars
and they almost doubled it.
It could not have happened if
it weren’t for the sponsors: Susan
Wilson, Amanda Bilton Wollenberg,
Kim Charbonneau, 4 Seasons
Greenhouse, Gaia Tree, Taylor Wilton,
Creekside Angus, Valley View Golf
Course, Winlaw Home Hardware, SK
Electronics, Winlaw Mini-Mart, the
Apple Tree Café, Raven’s Nest, New
Market Foods, Walmart, Fomi’s Bakery,
Appledale Hall, and Shaw Cable. Thanks
to everyone who made it such a big
success.

Firefighters ‘play ball’ and raise money for Muscular Dystrophy
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So, come and join us on Sunday,
March 8 at the Bonnington Arts Centre
in Nakusp, for an afternoon of world/
jazz music. The concert starts at 2 pm
and the doors open at 1:30 pm. Tickets
are available at the Bon Marche/Dollar
Store until Saturday afternoon, then at
the door on Sunday.
All season ticket holders, please
remember this concert is replacing the
February 27 concert, so your tickets are
good for this concert.

FLOWERS

Fresh Florist Arrangements
by Darlene
Green Acres Ventures
Weddings & Everyday Flowers

Delivery available 250-265-1379
email: greenacres@live.ca • www.greenacresnakusp.ca

Advertise in the

Valley Voice
It pays!!!

• Call 358-7218 for
details •

email:
valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

Your ad could
be here for only
$11.00 + GST

ENVIRONMENT
info

Dr. Michael Brennan • Chiropractor
Over 10 years experience
Appointments can be scheduled by contacting
his Nelson office at 250-352-5135
Dr. Brennan comes to New Denver and Nakusp every week:
Slocan Community Health Centre on Wednesday Afternoons
Arrow Lakes Hospital on Thursday Mornings
Neck Pain, Back Pain, Headaches, Shoulder
Pain, Foot Pain, Hip Pain

Open 1 pm to 4:30 pm Tues. to Sat.

Your ad could
be here for only
$11.00 + GST
Infinite Wisdoms Integrated Bodyworks
M. A. Simon – Specialized Kinesiology Traumatologist,
Touch for Health Instructor, Cranial Sacral, Full Body
Alignments, Stress & Trauma release, Certified Courses

Consultations Wednesdays at
The Barbershop on Broadway
margaretannsimon@gmail.com 250-265-4455
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Air band contest coming to Silverton
submitted
Attention all closet rock stars! There
is going to be an air band/ lip sync contest
at the Silverton Memorial Hall on April
25 at 7:30 pm, hosted by the Slocan
District Chamber of Commerce.
“We wanted to have an all ages
event that would bring the Slocan Valley
together for a really fun time,” says
Chamber President Nikta Boroumand.

“So when we found out that our
bookkeeper, Norma Kilpatrick, aka ‘the
Grande Dame of Ham,’ produced the
wildly successful Big Lip-Sync Contest
at the Capitol Theatre for 15 years, we
approached her about helping us put
one together and she enthusiastically
agreed.”
The Chamber is calling on all Slocan
Valley businesses, organizations, groups

Barb Lahner, president of the Slocan Community Health Centre Auxiliary, accepts a donation of
$500 from Troy and Jodi Clarke of the Nakusp People’s Pharmacy. The funds will go towards the
purchase of a van with an electric lift, which will be used to take Pavilion residents on outings. The
auxiliary hopes to buy the approximately $75,000 van this year, after two years of fundraising.

and individuals to get an act together
for the show. All ages and abilities, and
all types of family friendly music are
welcome. Coaching and direction is
available by appointment with Norma.
“This is going to be a very fun
evening, both for the performers and
the audience,” says Norma. “Save the
date, because you won’t want to miss
this chance for a good dose of laughter.”
All contestants will perform their
act at a technical rehearsal on Saturday,
April 18 at the Silverton Memorial Hall.
There will also be a dress rehearsal on
the afternoon of show night, April 25,
at the hall.
Contestants will be judged on
costume, choreography, lip-sync-ability,
and overall performance. There will be
cash prizes for first ($100), second ($50)
and third ($25) place as determined by a
panel of three judges. An additional prize
will be awarded for Audience Favourite.
Registration will be held March
30-April 10. Forms and information will
be available at www.slocanlake.com, at
the Valley Voice office and by calling
Norma at 250-226-7967. The event is a
fundraiser for the Chamber, to help with
the costs of operating the Visitor Centre.
It is being sponsored by CBT and RDCK
Area H. Stay tuned for more details,
coming soon!

