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FEBRUARY IS

by Art Joyce
If there’s one thing the 23rd 

annual Winter Blues Boogie proved 
this year, it’s that music and dancing 
can overcome adversity. The event 
was notable for several things – the 
reunion of the original Dr. Fun and 
the Nightcrawlers lineup, a power 
outage and a landslide that blocked 
the highway from Silverton to New 
Denver for two hours. But most of 
all it was memorable for the way 
musicians, volunteers and dancers 
pulled together to keep the good 
times flowing.

This year’s roster featured an 
unbeatable triple bill, with No Excuse 
launching the first set, followed by 
the Clint Swanson Band featuring 
Sydney Black, and finally the much-
anticipated reunion of Dr. Fun and 
the Nightcrawlers. Early in the 
second set, the power was cut by 
trees falling over power lines on 
Highway 6 just north of Silverton. 
The Clint Swanson band barely 
skipped a beat, demonstrating true 
professionalism. Their powerful horn 
and rhythm sections were able to keep 
the audience on their feet with classics 
such as Makin’ Whoopee and When 
the Saints Go Marchin’ In and some 
shout-along choruses. Band members 
were later heard to say it was the most 
fun they’d had in years. 

“You didn’t see one smile 
disappear,” says organizer Dick 
Callison. “To me the real story is the 
way people reacted. I’ve never seen 
such a fantastic crowd.” 

The power outage left volunteers 
scrambling to find a generator in time 
for the last set with Dr. Fun. Nikta 
Bouromand offered to drive to New 
Denver to pick up her generator but 
was turned back at the landslide by 
police. Katrina Sumrall then went 
to her home in Silverton to get the 
family truck and pick up a generator 
owned by Terry Everett, which 

Winter Blues Boogie patrons dance on despite landslide and power outage
luckily had a tank full of gas. By the 
time Dr. Fun were ready to come on, 
there was power for the sound system 
but not for the hall lights. Once again 
peoples’ resiliency shone through 
in the many pocket flashlights that 
suddenly appeared. Someone brought 
in a high-powered flashlight and 
mounted it on the balcony to provide 
lighting for the dance floor. Dancing 
in the semi-darkness didn’t seem to 
bother anyone, with the dance floor 
as crowded with bodies as ever. 

“That’s what’s so unique about 
that event,” said Boogie patron Dr. 
Peter Schuh of Nelson. “You go 
to other concerts and there’s a few 
people dancing but a lot of people 
sitting. At Blues Boogie you walk 
in and the floor is just jammed with 
dancers.” 

Three Dr. Fun band members 
were trapped on the other side of 
the slide, bass player Curt Garrison, 
saxophone player John d’Ehaan, 
trumpet player Doug Wylie. They’d 
gone to New Denver between sets to 
rest up at a friend’s house when the 
slide came down. No Excuse bassist 
Ken Turner stepped in to fill the gap, 
resulting in a surprisingly seamless 
performance. At about 11:45 pm, 
Highway 6 was reopened and the 
musicians made it in time for the 
last three songs of the final set. The 
Clint Swanson horn section, featuring 
Ronnie Butler and Crispin Elder, 
kept the groove going ’til Wylie and 
d’Ehaan arrived. The final songs 
featured members of both No Excuse 
and Dr. Fun for a stunning finale. 

As always, it’s volunteers who 
keep the wheels from coming off the 
Blues Boogie dance wagon. Mike 
Lesnik, Charlene Alexander and 
Julia Greenlaw kept an eye on the 
doors to ensure liquor consumption 
stayed inside the hall. Lesnik gets 
this reporter’s nomination for the 
friendliest ‘bouncer’ yet. Katrina 

Sumrall once again went beyond 
the call of duty with the generator. 
Kitchen and liquor sales volunteers 
made sure everyone had refreshments. 
Jeff Pilsner captured much of the 
historic performance on video. 

The Lucerne preschool has been 
the beneficiary of the event for many 
years now. “What a gift Dick and 
Barb give us,” says Sumrall. “They 
get the bands, they house and feed 

them and they have a big celebration 
breakfast for them after the dance.” 

Callison says those who didn’t 
show cited illness rather than road 
conditions for keeping them away. 
The Regional District had gone on 
emergency alert and was advising 
caution on mountain roads. Unusually 
high rainfall for this time of year 
has shut down ski hills across the 
province. Landslides on Highway 6 

had traffic down to a single lane in 
Crescent Valley and Slocan Park, 
leading some to suggest renaming this 
event Climate Change Blues Boogie. 

“Ten years from now I’ll 
remember two dances,” says Callison. 
“The one where some idiot started 
spraying a fire extinguisher around 
and was thrown out of the hall. And 
this one – this is the one everybody’s 
going to remember.” 

Winter Blues Boogie fans danced through a power outage and a landslide blocking passage between Silverton and New Denver at the 23rd annual event.
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by Jan McMurray
The relentless rain is causing 

flooding and landslides in some 
areas of the RDCK, resulting 
in road closures, an evacuation 
alert, and downed hydro lines last 
weekend.

Part of Slocan Valley West Road 
in Slocan Park was closed due to 
flooding on Friday, and residents 
were put on evacuation alert. The 
road was re-opened and the alert 
was lifted on Saturday at noon.

A rock fall on Highway 31, 

10 kilometres north of Coffee 
Creek, closed the highway in both 
directions Friday and Saturday.

Goose Creek Road at Shoreacres 
washed out on Friday, and there had 
been no news of it re-opening by 
press time Monday night.

Hydro lines were down 20 
kilometres north of Kaslo at 
Lardeau Bluffs, and traffic was 
reduced to single lane.

A slide on Highway 6 between 
New Denver and Silverton Saturday 
night closed the road for about two 

hours. Two other minor events were 
reported on Highway 6 – a mudslide 
just north of the junction and a 
washout just north of Slocan Park.

The RDCK is asking people to 
monitor local streams, creeks and 
rivers for rising water, and to be 
aware of breaking ice dams and 
blocked culverts, as well as possible 
sloughing or slides.

Sandbags are available at local 
fire halls.

Flood preparedness information 
is available at www.embc.gov.bc.ca.

Flooding causes road closures, downed hydro lines
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Arrow & Slocan Lakes Community Services has openings 
for Casual Home Support in the Nakusp, Burton, Fauquier, 
Edgewood, New Denver and Slocan areas.

Duties include providing home support services to clients such 
as assisting with activities of daily living.

Successful candidate will have a Home Support Certificate or 
Residential Care Aide Certificate, as well as, a class 5 driver’s 
license and current first aid. 

If interested please send resume to: 

Email:  hiring @aslcs.com       Fax:  250-265-3378

For more information call: 250-265-3674

CASUAL HOME 
SUPPORT 

by Art Joyce
BC residents can be thankful that 

since September 10, 2012 we have had 
civilian oversight of police through 
the Independent Investigations Office 
(IIO). Its mandate is to investigate 
incidents involving police – either 
on or off-duty – resulting in death 
or serious harm. According to IIO 
Chief Civilian Director Richard 
Rosenthal, serious harm is defined 
as “a life-threatening injury, serious 
disfigurement, or a substantial loss of 
the use of a limb, organ or the body 
as a whole.” 

“A primary difference you’ll see 
between cases from before September 
2012 and after will be our commitment 
to timeliness,” said Rosenthal in a 
video posted on the IIO site. “In the 
past, cases have taken many months 
or even years before the involved 
officer and the affected persons are 
aware of whether or not a case will 
even be referred to Crown counsel 
for a charging decision. It is my 
commitment to see that this happens 
within weeks not months, within 
months not years.”

If an IIO investigation determines 
police culpability, the director is 
required to send the case to Crown 
counsel who will then decide whether 
or not to proceed with charges. If no 
police culpability is inferred from the 
facts, Rosenthal will make the final 
report public after having first given 
notice to the affected parties. The 

report would include the director’s 
reasons for not recommending 
charges.

According to the Memorandum 
of Understanding dated February 12, 
2013 and signed by the IIO, the RCMP 
and municipal police departments, as 
soon as there is an officer-involved 
incident causing death or serious harm, 
the matter is reported immediately 
to the IIO. From that point on the 
IIO launches an investigation and all 
information about the case is referred 
through their office pending a final 
report. The BC Coroners Service 
retains jurisdiction over any and all 
information related to the deceased. 

According to the IIO website, 
“the Criminal Justice Branch (CJB) 
applies a two-part test to determine 
whether criminal charges should be 
approved and a prosecution initiated. 
There must be a substantial likelihood 
of conviction based on the evidence 
gathered by the investigating agency, 
and a prosecution must be required 
in the public interest.” While the 
IIO investigation may conclude that 
charges are recommended based on 
the evidence, it cannot recommend 
what those charges should be. That 
decision is made by the CJB.  

Since the IIO’s inception in 
September 2012, there have been 
over 30 investigations of incidents 
across the province, many of them 
still ongoing. The website has a case 
tracking chart to inform the public of 

the progress of each investigation. 
For instance, the Slocan incident with 
Peter DeGroot involving Emergency 
Response Team members and RCMP 
is currently listed as only about 25 
percent complete. Others such as the 
Gregory Matters shooting by RCMP 
in Prince George have been resolved, 
with no charges recommended against 
involved officers. 

In two other cases, one involving 
a Delta Police officer and another 
involving an RCMP officer in 
Cranbrook, charges have been 
recommended. Constable Richard 
Drought allegedly discharged his 
firearm into a vehicle containing two 
persons following a motor vehicle 
chase. Charges were laid against 
Drought August 7, 2013 in BC 
Provincial Court in Cranbrook for 
“intentionally discharging a firearm 
into a motor vehicle knowing that 
another person was in the motor 
vehicle,  and of  intent ionally 
discharging a firearm while being 
reckless as to the life or safety of 
another person.” So far only a minority 
of the IIO caseload has resulted in 
charges being laid against officers. 

Until the establishment of the IIO, 
BC was one of the few jurisdictions in 
Canada without independent civilian 
oversight of police. According to the 
IIO website, “the IIO is established in 
the Ministry of Justice and is under the 
command and direction of the Chief 
Civilian Director. The Chief Civilian 
Director cannot ever have served as 
a police officer. IIO Investigations 
consists of four general investigative 
teams and one specialized team, each 
of which is led by a Director. At the 
present time, approximately half of 
IIO Investigators are former police 
officers. Those without policing 
backgrounds have significant 
experience in other investigative 
agencies. No IIO Investigator has 
been a police officer in BC within five 
years of their appointment. Richard 
Rosenthal was appointed BC’s first 
Chief Civilian Director of the IIO on 
January 9, 2012. He has extensive 
experience in civilian oversight of 
law enforcement having served for 15 
years as a Los Angeles County Deputy 
District Attorney.”

Independent Investigations Office provides civilian oversight of police

by Art Joyce
A man is dead after an encounter 

with police in Castlegar on the evening 
of January 29.

Waylon Jesse Edey, aged 39, was 
shot by an RCMP officer during an 
attempted traffic stop on Kinnaird 

Traffic incident in Castlegar leads to shooting death
bridge. Although transported to 
Kootenay-Boundary Regional Hospital 
in Trail, he succumbed to his injuries a 
short time after his arrival at hospital. 
Edey was a resident of Yahk, but was 
born and raised in Kaslo and attended 
JV Humphries School.

According to the RCMP, officers 
were responding to a complaint of a 
possible impaired driver at a Castlegar 
business at about 8 pm on January 29. 
An RCMP officer located the subject 
vehicle on Highway 3 in the city limits 
of Castlegar and tried to conduct a 
traffic stop. The officer exited the police 
vehicle and ultimately discharged his 
service pistol at the vehicle.

Court documents reveal that Edey 
had a history of impaired driving, and 
driving while prohibited to do so. He 
was scheduled to appear in court this 
February 15 after being charged with 
flight from a peace officer, operating a 
vehicle while disqualified, and driving 
while prohibited in Moyie last year. 
In February 2012, he was given a 
sentence of 60 days in prison and three 
years’ driving prohibition for failure to 
provide a breath sample and driving 

while prohibited in Kaslo in June 2010. 
He pled guilty to driving impaired in 
Creston in August 2009, resulting in a 
14-day prison sentence and a two-year 
driving prohibition.

An Independent Investigations 
Office (IIO) team was dispatched to 
Castlegar following the shooting to 
conduct interviews of witnesses. As 
per standard procedure, one officer 
has been designated as a Subject 
Officer and one has been designated 
as a Witness Officer. The Manager 
for Services to Affected Person(s) has 
been in contact with the family of the 
deceased and will provide support 
during the IIO investigation. The 
Primary Investigator and IIO Forensic 
Specialist will remain in the area to 
conduct additional forensic testing 
and analysis. 

An effort to get answers from 

Ottawa regarding official RCMP 
protocol regarding officers involved 
in shooting incidents was unsuccessful 
by deadline. For example, are the 
officers involved placed on some kind 
of suspension of duty pending the 
outcome of the IIO investigation? Are 
they transferred to ‘desk duty’ pending 
the release of the IIO report? Or is there 
no change in their service status at all? 
According to Constable Kris Clark, 
Media Relations Officer, Kelowna 
RCMP, the answer is, it depends. 

“I can’t answer the question because 
every situation is different,” said Clark. 
“The totality of the circumstances has 
to be taken into account. Yes there are 
certain protocols but it’s all based on 
what occurred.”

Queries of the IIO office regarding 
the case were not returned by press 
time. 
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ULRIKE ZOBEL, LAWYER
PRACTISE RESTRICTED TO: 

CRIMINAL & FAMILY LAW
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
208 Broadway St., Nakusp, BC

 250-265-4372 • 1-877-265-4372
www.ulrikezobel.com

Serving the Arrow and Slocan Lakes

SHELLEY BORTNICK, 
MSW, RSW

Individual, couple and 
family therapist

25+ years experience
Offers counselling services involving 

mental health (depression, anxiety, 
etc.), addictions, grief and loss, 
trauma and life transition issues

For appointment, please call 
250-265-3397

by Barbara Curry Mulcahy
The Slocan Valley Seniors’ 

Housing Society is celebrating its 20th 
anniversary in the midst of planning its 
second big housing project. 

The society is gearing up to build 
12 units of affordable rental housing 
with a focus on seniors. The new units 
will be built in Slocan and are expected 
to be ready by the end of 2017. The 
SVSHS’s first project, the Passmore 
Lodge, opened in 1999 and has 10 units. 
Many of the original board members 
who brought the Passmore Lodge into 
existence have returned to help guide 
this new effort.

This month, the SVSHS will 
launch the crucial first stage – a Need 
and Demand Study. The study will 
document the need for the project, 
critical information for fundraising 

and borrowing, and will help the group 
design appropriate housing units. “We 
are hoping to raise the level of awareness 
about what the needs are in the Valley, 
and about the project itself,” said 
SVSHS Board Chair Rita Moir.

The SVSHS estimates the project 
will cost at least one million dollars. 
Passmore Lodge received “massive” 
provincial support but that support is a 
thing of the past. BC Housing no longer 
provides funding for affordable housing. 
Instead of looking for a big provincial 
grant, this time around the group will 
be looking for a big mortgage and, as 
before, a lot of community support.

The project is off to a running start. 
Slocan has donated a 40-year lease of 
eight lots of land right in the heart of 
the village as a site for the construction. 
The project has received donations of 

Need and Demand Study vital to affordable housing project in Slocan
$100,000 in professional fees. RDCK 
Area H, the CBT, and the Heritage 
Credit Union have also supported early 
stages of the project. 

The SVSHS now aims to raise 
an additional $300,000 in donations 
of construction materials, labour, and 
funds. Once these are secured, the group 
will look for a $600,000 mortgage. The 
Need and Demand Study will be of 
critical value because it will provide 
proof to creditors and donors that there 
is a need for affordable housing and a 
demand for the proposed units in Slocan.

About the mortgage and major 
fundraising, Moir says, “This is a big 
step for all of us to take together, but if 
anybody’s going to do it, it’s going to be 
a housing society… If we sit back and 
don’t make the effort, we will never be 
able to increase the stock of affordable, 

safe, nonprofit rental housing in the 
Slocan Valley.”

Public participation in the study 
is vital for the success of the project. 
“We’re going to do our research 
because otherwise we’re just jumping to 
conclusions” about what the community 
needs and wants, Moir said. A survey 
questionnaire in the next issue of the 
Valley Voice will ask Valley residents for 
feedback on their housing situation and 
needs, and their input on an affordable 
rental housing project. There will be 
community consultation and public 
meetings in New Denver’s Knox Hall 
(March 7 from 2 to 4 pm), Silverton’s 
Memorial Hall (March 7 from 11 am 
to 1 pm), Slocan’s Legion Hall (March 
17 at 5:30 pm), Winlaw’s Community 
Hall (March 12 from 7 to 9 pm), and 
in Crescent Valley’s Community Hall 
(March 11 at 7 pm). 

The study will also gather the 
community’s opinions and suggestions. 
Eric Clough, architect and member 
of the society, said that although 
preliminary drawings have been drafted 
and rent targets established, they are 
just estimates. The SVSHS is hoping 
to incorporate suggestions from the 
participants in the study in a “mutual 
design process.” 

As for the rental rates, Clough says 
they “will depend on real construction 
costs and the amount of donations and 
other funding we can raise.” At this 
point the targets call for a studio unit 
to rent for $470; a one-bedroom for 
$500 or, with a loft $530 to $540; and 
a two-bedroom unit for $670. As there 
is no laundromat in Slocan, each unit 
will have a washer and dryer, an added 
expense but necessary. Each unit will 
also have a “good-sized” enclosed patio. 
Clough mentioned that any extra money 
raised for the project could be used to 
increase its green value. Solar collectors 

are one possibility.
At a board retreat held in Slocan 

on January 31, ten board members 
toured the village. They noted that the 
project’s building site is right behind 
the Wellness Centre. “An incredible 
location,” Clough called it. The Wellness 
Centre includes a community library, 
fitness centre, and a medical clinic. 
A nurse practitioner will soon join a 
psychologist and an acupuncturist who 
work part-time in the shared clinic.

Ann Harvey who coordinated 
the planning and fundraising for the 
Passmore Lodge, will coordinate this 
study. Nora Lilligren, the society’s 
administrator, will assist Harvey. Seniors 
or those who wish to get involved with 
the project can contact Lilligren at 250-
226-7136 or email svseniorshousing@
netidea.com 

Everyone is welcome to join the 
SVSHS. Membership is $5. The Society 
currently has 74 members. 

The Slocan Valley Seniors’ Housing Society board members with Slocan Councillor Madeleine Perriere at the back door of the Wellness Centre, 
looking at the building site for the proposed affordable housing in Slocan.

by Jan McMurray
The BC Community Forest 

Association has released the results of 
the first annual survey of community 
forests in a report called, ‘Measuring 
the benefits of Community Forests.’

“We were really excited to see 
that community forests are creating 50 
percent more jobs per cubic metre than 
the industry average,” said Jen Gunter, 
executive director of the association. 

She also highlighted the finding 
that community forests contribute 
$1.6 million on average to their local 
economies, most of which have 
populations of 3,000 or less.

“Over the years, we’ve told stories 
about the great things community 
forests are doing for their communities, 
and it became evident that it would be 
helpful to support that narrative with 
some data,” said Jen Gunter, Executive 
Director of the BCCFA.

So, the association started the 
work involved in creating the survey. 
Gunter reports that the process took a 
year and a half. 

The survey was sent out to the 
BCCFA’s 47 member community 
forests last summer, and only 16 took 
part – but Gunter indicated that this 
wasn’t surprising for the first year. 
She says summertime was not the 
best time to ask community forest 
managers to complete a survey, but 
“we were so eager to launch the 

survey and get the first round of data, 
so we agreed to get what we could 
and acknowledge that we will work 
towards greater participation. We hope 
to have 100 percent in time,” she said. 
The Kaslo, Nakusp and Harrop/Procter 
community forests all took part in the 
first round.

From now on, the association plans 
to circulate the survey in early spring, 
hopefully coinciding with spring break 
up. “Now that we’ve got the survey 
in place, it will go quicker and easier 
on an annual basis,” she said. “Our 
intention is that it not be daunting for 
community forests to fill out.”

To create the survey, the association 
pulled together an advisory group with 
representatives from the member 
community forests, the Ministry of 
Forests, Lands and Natural Resources, 
and academic advisors. “It was a very 
inclusive process, with a lot of people 
engaged,” she said.

The advisory group came up with 
a list of 18 indicators that demonstrate 
the economic, environmental, social 
and cultural benefits that community 
forests bring to their communities 
and to the province. “We didn’t just 
look at the economic benefits – we 
looked at the social, environmental and 
cultural benefits as well, because we 
recognize that community forests are 
managing for multiple values in their 
communities,” said Gunter.

For example, in the Kootenays, 
trail building is one of the social 
benefits that community forests can 
provide in their communities. The 
survey found that community forests 
invested an average of $20,000 in 
recreation and built or maintained 19 
km of trail. In total, respondents built 
or maintained 260 km of trail in the 
reporting period.

Gunter also commented that 
although the survey found that 65 
percent of the community forest land 
base is sensitive, it would be closer to 
100 percent in the Kootenays, where 
the community forests are almost all in 
consumptive use watersheds. “So you 
look at that statistic with the success 
they are having meeting their cut 
control and supplying logs to market, 
and that speaks to the success of their 
operations as well as to the social 
licence they have.”

Benefits of community forests highlighted in report
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OPINION

EDITORIAL / LETTERS POLICY
The Valley Voice welcomes letters to the editor and community news 

articles from our readers. 
Letters and articles should be no longer than 500 words and may be 

edited. We reserve the right to reject any submitted material.
Please mark your letter “LETTER TO THE EDITOR.” Include your 

address and daytime phone number for verification purposes.
We will not knowingly publish any letter that is defamatory or libelous. 

We will not publish anonymous letters or letters signed with pseudonyms, 
except in extraordinary circumstances.

Opinions expressed in published letters are those of the author and not 
necessarily those of the Valley Voice.

The Ingrid Rice cartoon is a satirical look at current events in politics and is sponsored by the Kaslo Hotel. The Hotel does not necessarily share the political views of  the artist.

430 Front Street, Kaslo, BC
250-353-7714

Treat your Sweetie to a special 3-course Valentine’s dinner at the Kaslo Hotel! 
Call 250-353-7714 to reserve a romantic table for two!

Thank you, VV
As we slide into a new year, it 

feels timely to pause and appreciate 
the Valley Voice. We are lucky 
to have such a fine newspaper. 
You give our community more 
than bi-weekly, accurate, well-
written information. In 2014, we 
shared difficult times. You named 
our sorrow with eloquence and 
dignity. Please accept my voluntary 
subscription with gratitude. 

Rosalie Bird
New Denver

Clarification re: 
bull trout

It has come to my attention that 
comments attributed to me regarding 
bull trout in the Slocan watershed in 
an article in the November 19 Valley 
Voice (‘Streamkeepers report on 
fuel spill and habitat monitoring’) 
may have been misleading and 
not as intended. While the bull 
trout population in Silverton Creek 
is doing better than in Lemon 
Creek, the population as a whole 
is in decline and is at risk. Angling 
regulations are an important tool 
to help resource managers protect 
this species of concern and should 
be adhered to. I would also suggest 
that where retention of bull trout is 
now permitted, the decline in the 
population is such that catch and 
release should be considered an 
option to help maintain a sustainable 
population for the sport fishery into 
the future.
Peter Corbett, Fisheries Biologist

Winlaw

Wolf kill
Two of the world’s leading 

experts on wolves, John and Mary 
Theberge, say this about the killing 
of wolves to “protect” caribou: “Big 
carnivores... serve a critical role in our 
ecosystems through trophic cascade. 
Yet, in a misguided effort to protect 
caribou, the government of British 
Colombia is practising wolf control. 

This is mind boggling when, at the 
same time, millions of dollars are 
being spent on wolf reintroduction 
programs in Yellowstone Park... after 
wolves were extirpated there. How 
much do we need to fragment and 
degrade our wolf populations before 
we value them?”

Wolves are keystone species. 
When they were wiped out of 
Yellowstone, the entire ecosystem 
was thrown out of balance. When 
alpha males and females are killed 
in a wolf pack, other pairs mate to 
replenish the population so killing 
wolves won’t protect caribou. 

Let’s be honest about what needs 
to be done. We must reduce all other 
human impacts on caribou. Keep 
logging, snowmobiles and ATVs out 
of critical caribou habitat. We created 
this problem and we need to manage 
OURSELVES, not wolves.

Anne Champagne
New Denver

Why Jumbo 
will be 
approved

I’ve been searching long and 
hard for a reason why the BC 
Ministry of Environment should 
approve Jumbo Glacier Resort, one 
of the most controversial land use 
decisions in this province’s history. 
And that reason is simply that it 
wouldn’t be very professional of the 
BC Liberals not to grant approval 
to a project being undertaken by a 
financial supporter of the party.

Online, I found a list of several 
contributions made to the BC Liberal 
Party from Oberto Oberti, Oberto 
Oberti Architecture & Urban Design 
Inc., Glacier Resorts Ltd., Jumbo 
Glacier Resort Accommodation Ltd., 
Valemount Glacier Destinations Ltd., 
and Pheidias Project Management 
Corp. between 2005 and 2013. They 
totalled about $13,000.

When you know this, it makes 
complete sense that the voting 

public who oppose the project 
would be ignored. It also makes 
sense that taxpayers will fund the 
‘democratic processes’ at the Jumbo 
Municipality as well as bridges and 
access to the resort (even though we 
had assurances from the proponent 
that not a dime of taxpayer money 
would fund infrastructure, roads 
and access). The only thing that 
wouldn’t make sense is failing to 
accommodate Christy Clark and 
Bill Bennett’s crony campaign 
supporters; that would make a 
mockery of our Oligarchy.

Steve Tersmette
Kimberley

Ya gotta love 
’em!

Over the past few months I’ve 
had the misfortune of being in a 
hospital. I’ve had the good fortune 
of meeting some of the most caring 
people I know – nurses. Having spent 
22 days in the Intensive Care Unit, I 
had a nurse beside me at all times to 
make sure I was as comfortable as 
they could make me. Day after day, 
they treated me like I was their only 
patient. (I know that I wasn’t but it 
seemed that way.) Bless them.

Now I’ve graduated to the 
Dialysis Unit three days a week, only 
to be greeted with a smile and a warm 
welcome. Here again, the nurses and 

staff do everything possible to make 
my four-hour stay comfortable. The 
humour amongst these professionals 
is uncanny. It’s a great part of healing. 
Sometimes I feel like I’m in Yuk-
Yuk’s comedy club. One of the staff 
posted a sign on the wall saying, “If 
you can’t laugh at work, then it’s 
just a job.”

They can make us smile even 
when we’re not in the mood. I have 
such admiration and respect for all 
these giving people. 

The next time you see a nurse, 
give them a hug or a handshake. They 
deserve it. They’re the ones that are 
there to help you when you need it.

From the heart, thank you.
And a big, big shout out to all the 

first responders, too.
Glen Solecki
Trail/Slocan

Important 
information 
about the 
Crescent Valley 
recycling bins

This is an informative open letter to 
all users of the recycling depot located 
in Crescent Valley.

The addition of the recycling 
program years ago was a great asset to 
our community, which prides itself on 

being clean, green and environmentally 
aware.

This is to remind people that the 
bins are for recyclable products only. 
These items, which are very specific, 
are clearly marked on the front of each 
bin. A big thank you to those who stick 
to the specified items.

The purpose of this letter is to 
address the misconception that items 
not accepted at this site can just be left 
there. Well, they can’t. Our site does not 
accept clothes, toys, mattresses, tires, 
old appliances, furniture, electronic 
equipment, etc. Unwanted items in 
working condition need to be taken to  a 
Goodwill site or displayed in your own 
front yard. Each non-recyclable item 
has to be removed by the hall members 
at a cost to the hall society.

If you see someone dropping off 
a non-recyclable item, please remind 
them that it doesn’t belong there.

We have recently installed cameras 
at our facility to help monitor this site. 
On January 7, we have on video a GMC 
truck dropping off an old upright deep 
freeze. Although the picture clearly 
shows the freezer being unloaded, 
the individuals brought it at night and 
during a snow storm. We cannot make 
out the licence plate number. 

It is a priviledge to have these bins 
in Crescent Valley. We would like them 
to remain for many years to come.

The Crescent Valley Hall Society
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ACTION ALERT 
FOR JUMBO

Online petition to save Jumbo’s grizzlies. 
http://tinyurl.com/mbj3qnu ASAP. Now over 

100,000 signatures. Pass this on.

West Kootenay Coalition for Jumbo Wild

More balance 
needed on VV 
letters pages

It is always interesting to read the 
editorials in your newspaper because 
of the left-wing slant exhibited by 
many of your ‘letters-to-the-editor’ 
group. Being a recent immigrant to 
the Nakusp area, and finding it to be a 
very beautiful, friendly, dog-tolerant, 
hard working and great community 
to live in, I eagerly wait to read your 
newspaper to see what disconnect 
the ‘rabid bunch’ down toward and 
beyond the Slocan area will next 
froth about, attacking anyone with a 
different point of view. 

Gene Hird’s letter is right on 
the money about the wolves. It is 
not just habitat, logging, massive 
past forest fire history, hunting, but 
road and snowmobile trails that 
create corridors for wolves to run 
game down, especially in winter. 
A predator cull is needed to offset 
these advantages that wolves did not 
previously have. 

Further, Ty Klassen dropped Bill 
McKibben’s name, famous to the 
‘climate change’ community. For 
a rebuttal, the open-minded should 
consider reading Alex Epstein’s 
book, The Moral Case for Fossil 
Fuels, which arose out of his famous 
debate with Bill McKibben. 

There also was an article last 
year that Corky Evans wrote on 
Perry Ridge that I thought was well 
thought out, and how the ‘rabid dogs’ 
ate him alive in later newspapers! 

It is my opinion only, but more 
respect should be given those that 
have something ‘real’ to say without 
fear of the repetitive and ‘all-out 
attack and smear’ campaigns that 
many of your responders always 
seem to have at the ready. Real 
people and real issues will avoid the 
current editorial debate bias in your 
newspaper. More balance is needed. 

George Dore
Nakusp

Caribou 
decline and the 
Salmo-Creston 
Highway

When I moved to Nelson in 
1973, one could not manage a drive 
to Balfour from Nelson without 
sighting at least a half dozen 
deer. Since that time, the road has 
been improved and the traffic has 
increased along with the average 
speed, resulting in a drive today that 
only rarely includes a look at any 
deer. That deer population has been 
decimated, mainly by traffic.

This got me thinking about the 
problem we are having maintaining 
the caribou in the Southern Selkirks. 
It seems to me that the decline in the 
caribou population may be largely 
due to the completion of the Salmo-
Creston Highway in the late ’60s. 

The opening up of that highway 
definitely allowed for more access 
for loggers and recreationalists, and 
there has no doubt been a steady 
increase in traffic flow and traffic 
speed.

While we did get a report on 
caribou deaths caused by wolves, 
we have never been told how many 
caribou have been killed by traffic. 
From what I have seen, cars and 
trucks are far more efficient predators 
on the ungulate population. I would 
like some reporter somewhere to ask 
the experts that question. 

I suspect that traffic has killed 
at least as many caribou as wolves 
have. If that is the case, wouldn’t it 
make more sense to reduce the speed 
limit on the Salmo-Creston Highway 
before we go blaming the other 
wildlife and destroying them? After 
all, 15 or 20 minutes more driving 
time over that pass won’t kill us. 
Otherwise, I am concerned that the 
result of the wolf kill will be a wild 
place without caribou or wolves. 
They both deserve a place to exist.   

Rod Retzlaff
Glade

AMI meters, 
what is next?

I received an email from 
FortisBC, Kelowna with the final 
information on installing AMI 
meters. 

It is important to note there is 
no option to keep an existing meter!

FortisBC will be installing new 
advanced meters in the Kootenays 
starting fall 2015 (correction: not 
fall 2016 as I stated in my letter last 
issue). 

In the weeks before Fortis is 
working in your neighbourhood, 
they’ll notify you by mail that they 
are exchanging current electricity 
meters.

The Fortis representative doing 
the meter exchange will knock on 
the door and will have FortisBC 
identification.

The meter installer will remove 
the old meter, examine the meter 
base for any safety issues, and then 
install the new advanced meter. 
There will be a brief power outage, 
lasting only a few minutes. You don’t 
need to be home during the meter 
exchange. Please provide clear and 
safe access to the meter by making 
sure nothing is blocking your meter, 
like locked gates and bushes.

You can check on the Fortis 
project any time at www.fortisbc.
com/kootenays.

If you wish not to have an 
advanced meter, the radio-off choice 
would be the best for you. You would 
be receiving an advanced meter 
with the wireless transmissions 
disabled. That means the meter will 
not automatically send consumption 
information to FortisBC. Instead, 
a FortisBC employee will visit the 
premises to manually download data 
from the meter.

The BC Utilities Commission 

has directed FortisBC to recover 
the costs of providing the radio-
off option to customers and has 
specified the fees to be charged to 
those customers choosing a radio-
off meter.

For Fortis customers who wish to 
have the radio turned off for region 
#5/ Kootenay, it would be best to call 
before August 2015 so that you can 
take advantage of the lower radio-
off fee (which is $60 plus tax before 
deployment starts in a region. After 
deployment has started in a region, 
the fee is $88.

Karin Leja
Winlaw

MCC acquires 
Argenta-
Johnson’s 
Landing Face

When the government no longer 
consults or informs its citizens; when 
the government no longer protects 
the environment; worse yet, when 
the government puts its citizens in 
harm’s way, we really have to reflect 
on the direction our democracy is 
taking us. Are we now expected to 
be ruled by industry and then simply 
and stupidly hope for the best?

It seems so. Meadow Creek 
Cedar (MCC), known for its dismal 
performance record, has acquired 
the Argenta-Johnson’s Landing 
Face (The Face) for its logging 
operations. I got the news through 
the grapevine late last year and 
have since verified the rumour. 
There was no public process and 
no announcement made. It turns 
out the Ministry of Forests, Lands 
and Natural Resource Operations 
(FLNRO) was only an observer, not 
a participant, in this private process 
in which industry determines where 
they operate on public lands. Not 
surprisingly, in a further move 
towards privatization of our forests, 
The Face was transferred from the 
government affiliated BC Timber 
Sales to this private company. This 
all took place with government 
knowing about the decades of 
concern by our communities for our 
forests and watersheds and homes.

But the government washes its 
hands. The forests are now controlled 
by industry, after all. FLNRO can 
no longer even prevent industrial 
damage to the environment. While 
a major role of FLNRO is now 
enforcement and compliance, this 
often happens after the damage is 
done. With MCC’s poor performance 
there has been a series of punitive 
fines and suspensions, but one 
would think that after 10 years of 
problems the license would just 
be cancelled. Finally, one year ago 
FLNRO served MCC with a three-
month notice of license cancellation. 
The cancellation never happened. 
Instead, the company has acquired 
more forests to log, this time amidst 
human communities.

Both the BC Auditor General 

and the Forest Practices Board 
clearly point to the fact that the BC 
government no longer has adequate 
oversight of the forest industry. Once 
a public trust, the provincial forests 
have been turned into an industrial 
playground. MCC is the present 
whipping boy, but legislation that 
puts the fox in charge of the chicken 
coop never works. It is time to turn 
this around.

Until the legislation can be 
changed we need to ensure that 
people, property and the environment 
are protected from rogue forest 
companies. The one big stick left 
to government is the cancellation of 
MCC’s forest license. We can wait 
no longer.

Gary Diers
Argenta

Response 
to Juscha 
Grunther letter 
re smart meters 

Ms. Grunther can quote as many 
so called experts and so called studies 
as she wants. If I wanted to waste any 
more time on such a trivial matter, 
I could come up with just as many 
studies and expert opinions that 
completely contradict her claims. 
I am probably more qualified than 
anyone else in the valley to speak 
on the subject of EMR or RF or 
broadband or HF or VHF or UHF 
or microwaves – call them what you 
want. I am an aeronautical engineer 
and pilot and spent a lifetime, along 
with millions of other engineers and 
pilots, working in high concentrations 
of EMR, etc. There is absolutely 
no evidence of any of the millions 
of engineers or pilots in any way 
being affected by radio waves of 
any frequency. The simple fact of 
the matter is that smart meters are 
just a very low power cellular radio 
signal. There are billions of cell 
phones in the world and there is no 
evidence proving anyone has become 
ill because of them.

I always admired George Carlin. 
He was not afraid to say it like it is. He 
once said, “Never argue with idiots, 
they will drag you down to their level 
and beat you with their experience at 
that level.” I agree with old George. 
Too bad he left us. 

This is the last I will say on the 
matter except that, any of you out 
there that choose to agree with Ms. 

Grunther, that is your choice and 
you can choose to go for the opt-out 
program and pay the extra charge if 
you so wish but you have absolutely 
no right to deny the rest of us access 
to new technology. As a matter of 
fact I have already told Fortis I would 
be happy to be the first customer in 
Slocan to get a smart meter. My guess 
is less than three percent of the people 
in the valley believe the drivel being 
spouted by the very few nut bars 
in the valley. My proof is a recent 
petition opposed to smart meters, 
circulated for several months, that 
got 58 signatures in the valley with a 
population of several thousand. They 
also held several rallies trying to drum 
up support. 58 signatures? I went to a 
small town dance the other night that 
had twice that many people. 

Further proof. In the Trail/
Rossland/Salmo area there were only 
163 radio-off customers (Fortis report 
by Karen Leja, Valley Voice, Jan. 
28). How many people in that area? 
Trail population 7,500, Rossland 
population 3,500, Salmo population 
2,200. All the population surrounding 
these centres probably add another 
4,000 or 5,000. If we estimate 18,000 
and assume three people per house, 
that is less than three percent. 

Let’s get real and stop this anti-
smart meter nonsense. You want 
to opt out then opt out. Stop trying 
to involve the rest of us with your 
doomsday drivel. Believe me people, 
if you think you are going to reduce 
the amount of RF or EMR (whatever 
you want to call it) by any significant 
amount compared to what you are 
already saturated with 24/7, you live 
in a dream world. 

Pete Taylor
Slocan

WANTED 
TO BUY: 

CEDAR AND 
PINE POLES
Brian Major 

• 250-938-3900

Please contact: 
Gormans Pole Division

250-547-9296
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Open letter to 
New Denver 
council re: 
housing

For many years I have felt concerned 
about the number of empty houses in 
New Denver and Silverton. Whenever I 
speak about it with others, the response is 
always “there is nothing we can do about 
it.” I wonder if some day we wake up 
and the population has so declined that 
the stores are no longer viable, the reason 
being that there are no places for people 
to rent and the prices are too high to buy 
for many people earning today’s wages 
or living only on a modest pension.

I had a conversation with Bruce 
Woodbury, administrator for the Village.  
He told me he does not know how many 
empty houses there are in town. The 
Village doesn’t have that information. 
What they do know is that 49 percent 
of homeowners get a homeowner grant, 
which means they live in their homes. 
The Village has no statistics that can tell 
us how many people rent and how many 
houses are empty or lived in part-time.

Bruce agreed there are few or no 
places to rent (from his own experience 
when he arrived), so what we need is 
more rental housing. He thought it worth 
exploring how we could change that.

One thing he pointed out is that the 
Village bylaws allow for an ‘accessory 
residence’ which is a second small 
house (600 sq.ft. or less) to be built on 
an occupied property OR (and you can 
only have one or the other) you can 
have an in-house rental suite. He said 
people may not be aware of that. There 
are certain restrictions that you can find 
on the Village of New Denver website. 
For example, you can rent a suite in an 
unoccupied house but not a small house 
on the lot with an unoccupied house. 
Perhaps there are some bylaws that could 
be amended that would be friendlier for 
affordable housing.

I would like to suggest that the 
Village put an information note 
concerning housing possibilities in 
with the tax notice it mails out as well 
as publish an information piece (or a 
‘factoid’) in local media.

I am hoping that the current Mayor 
and Council are interested in the situation 
we have concerning very few housing 
options and would be willing to explore 
possibilities that could help this situation. 
It would be good for the community to 
have affordable rental housing and to 
have a few subsidized rental houses (rent 
based on a percentage of income). Those 
we presently have will soon be sold.

It is my belief that this is the perfect 
place to live for young retirees (55 
yrs. young and up who are active and 
healthy) and would appeal to many. I’m 
wondering if it wouldn’t be useful to 
advertise in magazines published for that 
demographic. Perhaps that is something 
the Chamber of Commerce would do? 
Let’s try and attract people who want to 
live here and not put all our resources 
into attracting tourists.

I acknowledge this is a complex 
situation, and it is global. There was an 

article in a recent Globe & Mail talking 
about Vancouver’s concern about empty 
houses. The article discussed ideas like 
requiring folks who own houses and 
leave them empty most of the year to 
buy a voucher for that privilege, and the 
money raised could be used to create 
low-cost housing. The conversation is 
beginning to take place and I’m told that 
some municipalities have begun to have 
this two-tiered tax system.

Should we not also be having 
this conversation? I do not want to be 
driving to Nakusp, Nelson or Kaslo for 
my groceries.

Wendy Harlock
Silverton

Fibre optic 
possibilities in 
New Denver-
Silverton

Recently I enjoyed the rare 
privilege as a journalist of writing a 
‘good news’ story. In the December 
3 issue of the Valley Voice, I reported 
that the Kaslo infonet Society (KiN) 
is beginning to offer residents there 
true fibreoptic broadband with speeds 
of 10 to 30 megabits per second. This 
accomplishment was achieved through 
a partnership with the Village of Kaslo 
and the Columbia Basin Broadband 
Corporation (CBBC), with KiN as 
the service provider contracted by the 
Village.

It occurs to me that with CBBC 
having as its mandate the dissemination 
of fibre optic broadband to communities 
throughout the Columbia Basin, the 
Villages of New Denver and Silverton 
would be well advised to take advantage 
of a similar partnership. CBBC will 
provide the infrastructure for fibre optic 
to a municipal government, which 
is then rented for a monthly fee. The 
‘last mile’ to residential services must 
be provided by either the Village or a 
partnership with a local Internet service 
provider (ISP). For communities under 
2,000 population, the CBBC fee is $750 
per month. 

With the advent of streaming 
television via the internet, the ‘hard’ 
media for movies and TV is now all but 
dead. In future it’s pretty much certain 
we will all be getting our movies and TV 
from streaming services such as Netflix. 
The problem arises that as more and 
more New Denver residents subscribe 
to this service, our ADSL service will 
become increasingly unable to keep 
up to the bandwidth requirements. The 
obvious solution is fibreoptic broadband, 
which is both faster and more secure and 
lacks the health risks associated with 
wireless internet (Wi-Fi).

G i v e n  t h e s e  t e c h n o l o g y 
developments, the North Valley TV 
Society finds itself in the position of 
a ‘sunset society’ whose mandate will 
inevitably run out as more and more 
people switch to streaming TV services. 
I have approached the TV Society board 
of directors about these developments. 
They would need to consult both their 
members and the RDCK about the 
implications of amending their current 

mission statement. However, if the TV 
Society updated its mandate to meet 21st 
century needs, it could be in a position to 
form a partnership with the Village. By 
bringing in true fibre optic broadband to 
replace the aging ADSL infrastructure 
here, it’s a win-win for all concerned.

Former Kaslo Mayor Lay told me 
he insisted that the ISP be a locally based 
company to ensure continuity of the 
service. Ideally it should be a non-profit 
society that takes on the ‘last mile,’ as is 
the case with KiN. A for-profit business 
will soon abandon markets they no 
longer deem profitable, just as Telus 
has essentially done by leaving ‘loss 
leader’ markets like Kaslo, New Denver, 
Nakusp and Silverton technologically 
under-served.

The economic development aspect 
of this argument cannot be overstated. 
By creating this infrastructure, 
young technology workers such as 
programmers, video game developers, 
draftspersons and civil engineers could 
live and work in our village. At present 
we are losing a new generation of 
high school graduates every year to 
the Alberta tar sands or LNG projects 
in northern BC. There is simply no 
employment future for them here. 
Without young families we are at real 
risk of losing our school or hospital. That 
is, unless we engage in forward thinking 
and action to create a new sector of 
employment. It’s out there – we just need 
to bring it to the village. We already have 
the distribution node (which services 
ADSL) but the ‘feeder lines’ to our 
homes need to be upgraded from copper 
to fibreoptic cable for residential service.

By 2017 the federal government will 
invest up to $305 million “to address 
gaps in the delivery of high-speed 
Internet at speeds of at least 5 megabits 
per second (Mbps) in rural and remote 
communities across the country.” With 
the money being made available for 
broadband in the Basin, combined with 
the federal government commitment, all 
the streams seem to be coming together. 
Now is the time to act.

Art Joyce
New Denver

Between a rock 
and a hard place: 
Mountain Caribou 
in the South Selkirks

I have been involved with mountain 
caribou since the 1970s and, as Wildsight, 
since the ’90s when we first sponsored caribou 
research in the Purcell Mountains. It has been 
clear since that time that there are no simple 
solutions or easy answers to mountain caribou 
recovery.

Wildsight’s focus has always been 
on habitat protection. We have repeatedly 
countered the argument that the elimination 
of predators is the answer to recovery. Several 
years of work with our partner groups in the 
Mountain Caribou Project (MCP) included 
forestry market campaigns that finally brought 
government and industry onside. In 2006, 
the provincial government proclaimed the 
Mountain Caribou Recovery Plan that protects 
5.5 million acres of habitat, banning logging 

and road building in caribou habitat and 
placing restrictions on motorized recreation. 
It is not a perfect plan, but I supported 
the minister for the announcement. Some 
members of the audience in the BC Legislature 
asked me afterwards why I looked so serious 
that day. I responded that it was because I knew 
the work was just beginning if we were to 
recover these animals across their range. There 
had been a lot of pushback to limit recovery 
and habitat protection only to more robust 
northern herds, but the scientists and MCP 
persevered and secured protection for existing 
herds. Areas where caribou were extirpated 
received no habitat protection measures.

The Mountain Caribou Recovery 
Science Team, comprised of leading caribou 
researchers from across British Columbia, 
included in their recommendations the need 
to employ predator control in situations 
where a herd was below 50 animals and 
threatened with extirpation by predation. I 
argued strenuously on behalf of MCP that 
predator control should only be considered in 
extreme situations, and then only if targeted 
specifically at predators who could be shown 
to be directly preying on the endangered 
caribou. As a member of the Mountain 
Caribou Recovery Progress Board (a multi-
stakeholder board that is a reference group for 
the provincial government), I have strongly 
objected to wide-scale predator control as 
well as increased trapping and random hunting 
in caribou habitat. These practices serve no 
conservation purpose. MCP members were 
unanimous in supporting predator control only 
as a final action once habitat protections were 
in place and specific predators could be linked 
to caribou losses.

The science team biologists have clearly 
stated that the logging and road ban that is 
in place across the South Selkirks covers the 
needed habitat for the caribou herd. Over the 
past five years, corresponding to the time when 
wolves have settled in the South Selkirks, 
caribou numbers of just under 50 animals (that 
had been stable and slightly increasing over the 
previous decade) dropped to 18 animals. In the 
last year, caribou kills have had both wolf track 
and wolf DNA present. Radio collared caribou 
and wolves are sharing the same habitats. The 
caribou biologists responsible for recovery 
said that a wolf cull is absolutely necessary 
to buy time for mountain caribou recovery. 
The fear is that if predation continues as it 
has over the past five years, extirpation of the 
herd is imminent.  

It is difficult to accept the necessity 
of predator control, but to maintain this 
endangered species and the associated habitat 
protection, it has become necessary. While 
always accepting that these measures would 
be needed in extreme situations, we always 
hoped that it would not be the case. It is 
unfortunate and sad to be targeting wolves 
when we know it isn’t wolves that have 
created this situation. Wolves are far too often 
scapegoated for human-caused problems. And 
the situation Mountain Caribou are now in is 
indeed human caused – habitat changes from 
forestry and recreation have made caribou 
habitat available to wolves. Wolves are 
apex predators who are very good at taking 
advantage of changes that make prey more 
available. A wolf cull has merit only if large 
areas of old growth forest are protected, winter 
recreation in caribou habitat is controlled and 
steps such as maternal penning are employed 
to recover caribou numbers to a point that can 

withstand predation.
Without action, however, there will be no 

caribou left, and habitat protection reduced. 
The largest single gains in the Kootenays 
over the past few years for protection of wild 
places have been due to the Mountain Caribou 
Recovery Plan.

Wildsight and our Mountain Caribou 
Project partner organizations (The Mountain 
Caribou Project includes Wildsight, 
Conservation Northwest, ForestEthics, 
CPAWS BC, Sierra Club BC, BC Nature, 
Fraser Headwaters) have been involved with 
the recovery of Mountain Caribou in the 
Selkirks and throughout the inland temperate 
rainforest for over ten years. The Peace River 
situation is one that we have not been engaged 
in and are not qualified to speak to.

Habitat Protection and Access 
Management

Through the Mountain Caribou Recovery 
Plan, over 5.5 million acres of caribou habitat 
has been protected across the inland temperate 
rainforest of British Columbia. In the South 
Selkirks, a ban on logging and road building 
has been placed on an area including thousands 
of hectares of timber harvesting land base, the 
Dark Woods property was purchased with a 
priority on reserving caribou habitat, and West 
Arm and Stagg Leap parks further protect 
habitat. Much of this habitat has been logged 
in the past and requires time before it is again 
suitable for caribou and less attractive to other 
prey and predators.

Snowmobile restrictions are in place 
– and always need more enforcement – 
but compliance has been generally good. 
Similarly, habitat protections for forests and 
recreation are in place south of the Canada/
USA border.

Mountain caribou provide protection for 
old growth forests and all dependent species. 
The provincial recovery plan and the legal case 
that Wildsight and partners won to have the 
federal government ensure caribou recovery 
plans will be very difficult to implement if 
herds are extirpated.

Where we are now
Restrictions placed on habitat destruction 

will take time to heal an already fragmented 
landscape. The worry is that at this moment, 
the caribou don’t have that kind of time. 
Wolves are an important part of healthy 
ecosystems and their numbers are increasing 
in southern BC. I look forward to the time 
that habitat restoration and management will 
allow both mountain caribou and robust wolf 
populations to thrive.

When attention has shifted from the 
wolf cull, the government must continue to 
be held accountable. They must invest in and 
follow through with the other actions in the 
Mountain Caribou Recovery Plan, measures 
such as maternal penning and strengthening 
and enforcement of the existing restrictions. 
If not, the wolf cull in the South Selkirks will 
be even more tragic than it already is.

We can only avoid these types of difficult 
and unfortunate decisions by managing this 
unique ecosystem more deliberately to protect 
biodiversity and unique plant and animal 
communities.  

I do not like to have to be in the position 
to be the spokesperson for killing any animals, 
but I find that I must act for the long-term 
health of the ecosystem and all living things.

John Bergenske, 
Conservation Director

Wildsight
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• Learn about other cultures: language, cooking, and traditions
• Make connections to people in other countries
• Have fun teaching English and the Canadian culture
• Nurture in your family the value of hosting: kindness, patience, and generosity
• Enrich the life of a student from another country

There is a remuneration of $800 per month for each international student you host.

The duration can vary from a few months to a school year.
Hosts can range from a young family with children to grandparents with a spare room and warm hearts.

Please attend one of the following information meetings:
Wednesday, February 11, 2015 @ 7:00 pm 

@ Lucerne Elementary-Secondary School Library
Thursday, February 12, 2015 @ 7:00 pm 

@ Nakusp Secondary School Library
(The meetings will be brief, and you will be informed of everything you need to know about 

hosting a student.) 

If you have any questions, please feel free to email:  ryoko.kobayashi@sd10.bc.ca
or call:  250-265-3638 local 3312

EXPERIENCE THE 
REWARDS OF HOSTING 

AN INTERNATIONAL 
HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT!

School District #10 in the beautiful West Kootenay region of south-
eastern BC is seeking an innovative and creative problem-solver with 
proven skills in operations and transportation management to join 
our district Leadership Team. 

Qualifications: 
• Formal education and training in building technology and 

maintenance, such as a journeyman certificate or diploma 
in building technology. A degree and/or professional 
designation in facilities management (e.g., FMP, CFM, or 
PMP) is desirable

• Minimum of five years of progressive management 
experience, with evidence of overall operational and people 
management excellence, and innovation in a unionized 
facilities environment

• Demonstrated knowledge of building, fire, WorkSafeBC, 
municipal and related codes, standards, regulations, and 
requirements

• Experience in facilities and transportation project management 
including preparation of budgets, project specifications, 
estimates, scheduling, quality assurance, resource 
allocation, and cost control

§	Demonstrated knowledge of and experience ensuring 
workplace safety

§	Experience with construction, goods, and services bid 
tendering (e.g., Invitation to Tender, Request for Proposals, 
etc.)

§	Demonstrated ability to communicate effectively and 
positively with school district staff, stakeholders, clients, 
independent trades and contractors 

Please submit your resume and cover letter, together with three 
professional references by email, no later than noon on Friday, 
February 27, 2015 to:                 
 Ms. Terry Taylor 
 Superintendent/Secretary-Treasurer
 terry.taylor@sd10.bc.ca                  
Only those selected for an interview will be contacted.  For a 
complete job description, please refer to sd10.bc.ca, under 
Employees.

Manager of 
Operations and 
Transportation 

SD 10 
(Arrow Lakes)

COMMUNITY

HERONS & EAGLES
Great Blue Heron colonies in the W. 
Kootenay are failing. A 2014 study 
shows that 2/3 of historic breeding 
sites are vacant, partly due to the 
population increase of Bald Eagles 
that will eat Heron chicks and take 
over their nests. Although Herons 
feed in the shallows of Slocan Lake, 
no nests have been found.

slocanlakess.com

by Art Joyce
Residents from Cape Horn to 

Summit Lake can be thankful that 
we have one of the best Search and 
Rescue teams around – New Denver 
Fire Rescue. According to Fire Chief 
Leonard Casley, 2014 was the busiest 
year yet, with 51 call-outs to various 
crises compared to an average of 25 call-
outs per year. New Denver Fire Rescue 
works closely with both the RCMP and 
Arrow Lakes Search and Rescue, which 
covers from Nakusp to Slocan. 

Casley says the New Denver/
Silverton community enjoys a higher-
than-average volunteer rate for this 
crew. The increasingly rigorous training 
requirements represent a significant 
commitment for volunteers. New 
Denver Fire Rescue does monthly 
training with BC Ambulance. First Aid 
and other tickets must be renewed about 
every three years. The most recent first 
aid upgrading course ran for 30 hours 
over a single weekend. 

Saving lives with Slocan Lake Search and Rescue 
“It’s a huge commitment; it’s a 

family commitment as well as for the 
person,” says Casley. “The families get 
left out a lot. You get up in the middle 
of dinner and have to go. You’ve got 
family things planned and they don’t 
always get to happen. And it doesn’t 
take long for kids to realize there’s 
danger involved.” 

Last year’s tragedies have been 
particularly hard on the crew. Casley 
says much has changed since the days 
when fire rescue crews were simply 
expected to “suck it up and get over 
it.” Now there are counselling services 
available to all crew members. Casley 
does a debriefing after each event to 
see who needs help. Some members 
find that after awhile “the glass is 
full” and they can’t take it anymore. 
It’s not uncommon for crew members 
to develop PTSD (Post Traumatic 
Stress Disorder). Casley credits Sheila 
Howard, wife of former fire chief 
Les Howard, with initiating access 

to counselling resources. As was the 
case with the May 10 canoe tragedy, 
counsellors are often brought in from 
Nelson, Castlegar and even beyond 
the region. 

“You never know which call it’s 
going to be,” says Casley. “It could start 
off a basic call and go bad. We’ve had 
guys come in and say, well I can do this 
part of the job, but I can’t do that, and 
that’s fine with us.” 

Much has changed in recent 
decades with improvements in 
rescue technology. Casley says in our 
mountainous environment, no single 
communications technology is the 
answer. Short-wave (VHF) radio is 
still the best, with no problem getting 
a signal from Sandon to Slocan Lake. 
Digital technologies such as cell phones 
aren’t able to cope with the terrain. 
Satellite phones are probably the worst. 
Another problem has been a mismatch 
of equipment, such as happened in the 
Moncton police shootings, when the 
analogue and digital radios couldn’t 
communicate with one another. Casley 
sees them all as “tools in the toolbox.” 

“This winter we had a winter storm 
call and the phone lines were down. We 
were able to talk via VHF radio. Our 
satellite phone wouldn’t work because 
once the weather socks in they don’t 
work. Works great in Saskatchewan but 

not so much here.”
Incredibly, most of the money 

for rescue equipment comes from 
fundraising, not taxes. Water rescue 
services started on Slocan Lake about 
1993, when fire department members 
used their own personal boats. When 
insurance regulations changed in 1996 
to no longer provide coverage for 
private boats used in rescues, the New 
Denver Volunteer Fire Department had 
to raise money to buy a dedicated rescue 
boat and its equipment. A nonprofit, 
the New Denver Rescue Society, 
was formed and the new boat was 
purchased in 1998. With the almost 
constant upgrading of regulations, the 
society must continually raise money 
for new equipment. Funding for road 
accident attendance has increased 
recently to $315 per hour but Casley 
says this barely covers equipment costs. 
A single rescue truck costs $150,000. 
The Village provides $4,000 per year in 
lieu of call-out pay but most of it goes 
back into gear.

Casley urges those going out 
camping, hiking or boating to make 

themselves aware of the hazards 
beforehand and prepare accordingly. 
Wear clothing and footwear appropriate 
to weather conditions. Don’t assume 
that because it rained yesterday but 
is sunny today that suddenly trail 
conditions might not be slippery. Most 
of the trail rescues the crew does take 
place on the Galena Trail due to people 
falling. If you leave your car in a parking 
lot to go hiking, leave a note on the 
windshield to say where you went and 
when. Flares are useful, but only use 
them if you need to. The crew has had 
call-outs from people firing them off 
“for fun.” If you’re investing thousands 
of dollars in a custom mountain bike or 
Telemark skis, spend the extra money 
for an emergency beacon.

Casley will have served on the fire 
department for 20 years in 2015. Yet 
when I asked if he’d had his 20-year 
service pin yet, he shrugged. “I have a 
different philosophy than most. I don’t 
need to have the show. It’s not important 
to me. I don’t do it for that; I do it for 
the people. As long as my guys have 
everything they need.” 

Residents from Cape Horn to Summit Lake can be thankful that we have one of the best Search 
and Rescue teams around – New Denver Fire Rescue.
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You must have a valid Class 2 BC Driver’s License including a 
valid air endorsement; minimum of Grade 12 or its equivalent; 
and complete a medical examination and Driver’s Abstract if 
hired.

Successful candidates will have their names placed on the 
CUPE casual Call-Out List and are needed to replace part-
time employees on an as required basis.  A resume outlining 
qualifications, and experience should be attached to your 
application.  Only successful candidates will be notified.  
Please Note: Prior to being placed on the casual call-out list, 
applicants must submit to a criminal record search.

Applications forms are found on our website: www.sd10.bc.ca 
or at the Board Office, 98 6th Avenue NW, Nakusp. 

Please submit applications by February 13, 2015 to:

Ms. Terry Taylor
Superintendent/Secretary Treasurer
School District 10 (Arrow Lakes)
98 6th Avenue NW, PO Box 340, Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0 

School District 10 
(Arrow Lakes) is 

accepting applications 
for Casual On-Call Bus 
Drivers throughout the 

district.

COMMUNITY

Land Act: Notice of Intention to Apply for a Disposition of Crown Land
FrontCounter BC Cranbrook has accepted an application made by the Trout Lake 
Community Club represented by Keith Thomas of 544 Westside Road, Nakusp, 
BC, V0G 1R2, on behalf of the Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural Resource 
Operations (MFLNRO), Kootenay Region, for a Licence of Occupation – Community 
Institutional to facilitate the development of a community day use area, community 
dock and boat launch within Trout LK BC (DL 190) and containing .352 hectares 
more or less.

The MFLNRO File Numbers that have been established for this application is 4405513. 
Written comments concerning this application should be directed to FrontCounter 
BC, 1902 Theatre Road, Cranbrook, BC V1C 7G1 or email to: AuthorizingAgency.
Cranbrook@gov.bc.ca. Comments will be received by FrontCounter BC until March 
13, 2015. FrontCounter BC may not be able to consider comments received after this 
date. Please refer to our website http://www.arfd.gov.bc.ca/ApplicationPosting/
index.jsp g Search g Search by File Number: 4405513 for more information. 
These applications will be available for viewing at FrontCounter BC in Cranbrook, BC.

Be advised that any response to this advertisement will be considered part of the public 
record. For information, contact the FOI Advisor at the Ministry of Forests, Lands and 
Natural Resource Operations regional office in Cranbrook.

The Area H TV Society (the volunteer group that 
re-broadcasts 7 TV channels and 5 radio stations 

in the New Denver area) has recently made a 
change to the TV channels available.

Channel 10 which used to be CTV is now, for a 
trial period, CBC West.

Comments? Delight or dismay with this change 
can be sent to the Society:

via David Everest 250-358-2714 
<aardsaw@gmail.com>

or Donna Jean Wright 250-358-7200 
<djgraces@gmail.com>

VALLEY COMFORT / 
BLAZE KING

WETT Certified Master Technician
Wood/Electric/Oil Combination 

Furnaces
Blaze King Catalytic Stoves and 

Chimneys
Duct Cleaning BEST METHOD 

Available
Slocan City     250-355-0088

by Jan McMurray
Columbia Wireless is hoping to do 

upgrades to its 16 mountaintop towers 
in the region this summer, enabling the 
company to offer faster internet service.

“These upgrades will increase our 
capacity to about five times what we 
can offer today,” said CEO Ben Leslie.

The Columbia Wireless upgrades 
will happen this year if a federal 
grant comes through, applied for 
by the Columbia Basin Broadband 
Corporation (CBBC). CBBC partnered 
with Columbia Wireless and several 
other local internet service providers in 
the Basin to propose a plan to upgrade 
broadband internet service in the 
entire Columbia Basin. Leslie says we 
should know in the spring if the grant 
application is successful. 

Columbia Wireless working on faster internet service
Under the federal ‘Connecting 

Canadians’ grant program, the federal 
government will invest up to $305 
million between now and 2017 to 
extend access to broadband internet at 
speeds of five megabits per second to 98 
percent of Canadian households, mainly 
in rural and remote communities.

Leslie says these upgrades are 
necessary, with people cancelling their 
satellite TV service and switching to 
Netflix. “This is putting a lot of pressure 
on the system,” he says. “The internet 
was not designed for video streaming. It 
was designed for searching sites. Video 
streaming requires ten times more 
bandwidth than searching the internet.”

Leslie says that even if the grant 
doesn’t come through, the upgrades 
to the Columbia Wireless towers will 

still happen, but at a much slower pace.
As a small, family-owned and 

operated private company, Columbia 
Wireless relies on the monthly fees from 
its clients to build the business. “The 
longer a client stays with us, the more 
they contribute to our tower upgrades, 
and faster the network will get. That’s 
how it’s built – by our client base,” 
explained Leslie.

Leslie says Columbia Wireless has 
never received “a single government 
dollar,” whereas big companies like 
Telus receive large government grants 
to serve rural and remote communities. 
“So we’re hoping to get this grant. It 
would level the playing field.”

Columbia Wireless offers its 
internet service in the Slocan Valley 
from South Slocan to Hills, and in the 

Castlegar, Trail, Nelson, Salmo, Ymir 
and Kootenay Lake areas.

One of the towers in the Slocan 
Valley that Leslie has been using is the 
Skycastle tower, an old fire lookout 
tower located off Hwy 6 just south 
of the Village of Slocan. Columbia 
Wireless customers in Appledale 
and Lemon Creek are served by the 
equipment on this tower. For the last 
three years, Leslie has been renting 
equipment space on the tower from the 
company that was offering overnight 

accommodation there, while the 
accommodations company held the 
Crown land lease for the tower. Now 
that the accommodations company 
has gone out of business, Columbia 
Wireless is applying for the Crown 
land lease (see notice on p. 15). Leslie 
reported that when the accommodations 
business decided not to renew the lease, 
the government asked them to dismantle 
the tower. Thankfully, the tower will 
remain intact with Columbia Wireless 
as the new lessee.

submitted 
Every week, there are at least seven 

yoga classes offered in the Slocan Valley. 
The students are part of the 20 million people 
who do yoga in North America. Yoga is 
based on ancient Indian spiritual practices; 
there are many forms today, including some 
that are only focused on physical exercise. 
But yoga is not only stretching, it is really 
about creating balance in the body through 
developing both strength and flexibility. 
Most teachers include breath awareness and 
encourage the students to stretch their hearts 
and minds as well as their limbs. 

• Madeleine offers yoga in Silverton 
every Monday 9-10:30 am and Thursday 
4-5:30 pm at the Silverton Fire Hall 
(upstairs). The classes honour the body by 
reducing stress and sharing mindfulness 
and the exultation of inner flow. Contact 
Madeleine at 250-358-2475. 

• In Slocan there is a gentle and mindful 
class on Tuesdays 5:30-6:30 pm at the 
Blue Moon B&B on 603 Slocan St. Malin 
Christensson is a certified Satyananda yoga 
instructor who also teaches kids yoga. 
250-355-0053 or go to Facebook.com/
Slocanyoga

• Bindu is Winlaw’s new community 
studio, a place for the community to express 
itself. Located just off the highway on 5676 
Winlaw Bridge Rd, the studio is bursting 
with yoga and dance classes for kids and 
adults. Jess Duchart started Bindu last 
summer and can now offer in-floor heating 
and three yoga teachers. Hamsa (Eliza) 
Gooderham has been teaching yoga in the 
valley for 15 years. She has been called 
‘an exceptionally gifted teacher’ who 
walks the talk. Learn more about Hamsa 
at innerwaveyoga.com. Tyson Bartel is 

Lots of yoga in the Slocan Valley
teaching a beginner-friendly class as well 
as Feldenkrais movements. Brooke Ebert 
has recently moved from Prince George, 
bringing her inspirational and body-rockin’ 
workouts to Winlaw.

Get your week going with Gentle All 
Levels Hatha Yoga with Hamsa on Monday 
mornings from 9:30-11 am or wrap up 
your day with Brooke from 5:30-7 pm. On 
Thursdays there is a beginner-friendly, breath 
centred, energizing and awakening Hatha 
Yoga with Tyson 5-6:15 pm. Tyson also offers 
a Feldenkrais class at 6:30 pm. Every Friday 
there is Kundalini Yoga for all levels with 
Hamsa at 9:30-11 am; and Vinyasa Yoga with 

Brooke at 5:30-7 pm. For more information 
about Bindu, call Jess at 250-226-7167, 
seeka@live.ca or go to Facebook.com/Bindu 

• Yoga for seniors has been running 
for a couple of years at the Passmore 
Lodge. Hamsa brings her extensive yoga 
therapy knowledge to Seniors’ Chair Yoga, 
Wednesdays 1-2 pm and Seniors’ Therapeutic 
Restorative, 2-3 pm. Contact the Passmore 
Lodge at 250-226-7136. 

• The Slocan Recreation Department 
offers beginner yoga in Slocan Park Hall on 
Wednesdays, 5:45-6:45 pm, fitness for your 
mind, body and soul. Contact the Rec office 
at 250-226-0008.
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HERBAL 
MUSINGS 

with Colleen Emery 

Building 
adaptability 
and resiliency 
in children 

It’s that time of year again, 
where the perpetual cycle of 
runny noses and chesty coughs 
comes through the home. It can be 
frustrating when it seems like your 
children just get well enough to 
head back to school, only to bring 
home another cold or flu bug the 
next day. Life-long foundational 
health is built in childhood. How we 
support the health of our little ones 
determines their adaptability and 
resiliency throughout their lifetime. 
Incorporating strategies that build 
strength in our young ones can 
result in shorter episodes of immune 
suppression and stronger resiliency 
towards illness in the future. 
Top five strategies:

1. Establish a regular rhythm 
with your home structure. What 
time do your children go to sleep, 
wake up, and have their meals? A 
peaceful flow to your daily routine 
ensures low levels of stress in your 
children and allows for harmonious 
development of their cellular 
structures. 

2. Limit exposure to known and 
suspected toxins and environmental 
stressors. Do you sleep with your 
wireless signal on in the house? What 
kind of cleaning products do you 
use? What is the toxicity footprint 
for your family? Because a child’s 
cell level is rapidly reproducing, it’s 
essential to limit exposure to toxins 
that can negatively affect this. 

3. Consume a whole-foods, 

local, low-impact diet. Teach your 
children where their food comes 
from, how it is grown and how 
to properly prepare food from 
scratch. Incorporate traditional 
food preparation techniques such 
as fermentation and sprouting. Eat 
a family meal at the end of the day 
where you can share gratitude for 
all things. 

4 .  Ampl i fy  the  immune 
system with supportive herbs and 

supplements. Teaching children 
when and why to include herbs and 
supplements in their routine will 
create a life long relationship with 
preventative medicine. Consider 
developing a healing team for your 
family that includes practitioners 
such as chiropractors, massage 
therapists and naturopathic doctors. 

5. Nurture a child’s connection 
with nature. Children have a direct 
relationship with nature that supports 

by Jan McMurray
Interior Health will be asked 

to develop a rural strategy in 
consultation with the West Kootenay 
Boundary Regional Hospital District 
board.

The goal of the strategy would 
be to ensure that rural areas have 
essential health services and a 
recognized standard of care. 

The hospital district board 
decided to ask IH about a rural 

Rural health care strategy wanted in West Kootenay Boundary
strategy at its January 28 meeting, 
after board members identified a 
number of health care concerns 
in their communities, including: 
isolation of residents, accessibility 
and transportation to health care, 
service erosion, lack of services, 
poverty, response times, shifting 
demographics, population migration, 
physician recruitment and retention, 
and the need for long term care 
facilities.

Hospital district board members 
feel the rural strategy would also 
help them with their decisions about 
funding for hospitals and health 
centres in the region.

Every year, the hospital district 
provides 40 percent of the funding 
for capital projects at the region’s 
hospitals and health care centres. 
The Province provides the remaining 
60 percent. This year, IH is asking 
the hospital district to provide $2.3 

and sustains their development. 
Activity in nature every ßday is 
paramount to building resiliency 
and adaptability in our kids. Many 
studies now report that time spent 
in nature reduces stress levels, boost 
immune system function, lengthens 
attention spans, increases serotonin 
levels and improves sleep plus so 
much more. 

Interested in hearing more? Join 
Colleen Emery for her upcoming 

workshop: Natural Strategies for 
Family Wellness hosted by Slocan 
Valley Recreation on Saturday, 
February 21 from 12:30 to 3 pm. 
Call 250-226-0008 to sign up. 

Colleen Emery, Master Herbalist 
and owner of Emery Herbals in 
Winlaw is passionate about offering 
access to information that enables 
individuals and families to be self-
sufficient and take charge of their 
personal wellness. 

million for projects mainly in the 
Nelson, Trail, Castlegar and Grand 
Forks health facilities.

The West Kootenay Boundary 
Regional Hospital District Board is 
made up of local politicians from 
the Regional Districts of Central 
Kootenay and Kootenay Boundary. 
The board chair is Marguerite 
Rotvold of Midway and the vice 
chair is Walter Popoff of the Slocan 
Valley.

The Apple Tree Sandwich Shop in New Denver has been in business under owner Rob 
Ochendorf for 30 years! This milestone was celebrated February 6 with a delicious carrot cake 

made by Isabelle Reitmeier. June McMillan decorated the cake with the front page of ‘The 
Valley Vibe,’ which had a stunningly accurate history of the café, complete with historic photos.

submitted
What do international drug 

cartels and sun-soaked vacations 
have in common? 

In a new exhibition of work at 
Touchstones Nelson, artist Boukje 
Elzinga explores these connections 
and more.

Titled ‘La Puerta Negra’ (The 
Black Door), the work was inspired 
by numerous trips the artist has taken 
to Mexico, as well as a recent trip 
to Peru. The paintings and sketches 
relate not only to the richness of 
the culture, but also to the element 
of oppressive violence that reaches 
at least as far back as the Spanish 
Conquistadors and continues with 

Cartels and turistas in new exhibition at Touchstones Nelson  
the present day cartels.

As an added attraction, Elzinga 
will occasionally spend time painting 
in the gallery during the exhibition. 
For those so inclined, she welcomes 
the chance to talk about art, travelling, 
cartels, or any other subject related 
to the show. Work that she creates 
during this time will be added to the 
show in display cases adjacent to the 
gallery space. In February, you will 
find her there Thursdays from 11 to 
1 pm. Specific times from March 
onwards may vary, but will be posted 
on the Touchstones Nelson Facebook 
page and made available at the front 
desk as they are scheduled.

The exhibit will run until May 

17. Touchstones Nelson: Museum 
of Art and History is located at 502 

Vernon Street. For information call 
352-9813.

Boukje Elzinga’s painting ‘Mexico Past and Present,’ oil on canvas. The Hills artist is now 
showing at Touchstones Nelson.
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submitted
If you are involved with a 

group doing work that is creative, 

Apply now for a Slocan Valley Legacy Fund grant
enriches interconnectedness , 
appreciates diversity, protects the 
natural environment, or in some 
way contributes to the vibrancy and 
resiliency of the Slocan Valley, please 
consider applying for a Slocan Valley 
Legacy Fund grant.

The Slocan Valley Community 
Legacy Society is pleased to announce 
that this year it has $15,000 to disburse, 
up from $8,000 in 2014. The fund is 
available to help people in the Slocan 
Valley develop a resilient and vital 
community. The society supports 
projects that develop resiliency in a 
variety of ways – agricultural, artistic, 
environmental, economic – using ideas 
that spring from our rich and creative 

community. 
The Slocan Valley Legacy Fund 

has received donations from Kootenay 
Savings Credit Union and the Columbia 
Basin Trust; however, the main 
support comes from individuals in the 
community. A gift given from the valley 

stays in the valley. Consider providing 
a donation to support your community.

Grant applications are available 
on the Slocan Valley community 
Legacy society’s webpage www.
slocanvalleylegacy.com; the submission 
deadline is March 13.
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WEEKLY SPONSOR:
Selkirk Realty

Kelly Roberts
(250) 265-3635

www.royallepage.ca

Meet “Thomas” 
(N1108F)

Thomas is a handsome 
black and white kitty who 
needs a little extra TLC. 
Please call PALS at 250-
265-3792 or email info@
pals-online.ca if you would 
like to give him that special 
home.

by Art Joyce
When Becky Mayrhofer saw 

the negative way the national media 
portrayed her hometown – the village 
of Slocan – during the Peter DeGroot 
crisis last October, she decided to do 
something about it. She has written 
the first of four planned blog posts 
that celebrate the village’s many 
attractive features and amenities, 
complete with photographs that 
reveal the beauty of the place. 

“It was very hard on our 

community,” she says. “And then 
it was Associated Press I think that 
portrayed us as having ‘ramshackle 
houses.’ I actually wrote to some of 
the media to complain about that. It’s 
just not who we are. And that’s why 
I wanted to put the blog out there.”

Mayrhofer has lived in Slocan 
since the age of 16, when she 
attended Mt. Sentinel. Some time 
after graduation she had a brief stint 
living in Vernon as a single mother 
to pursue job opportunities. It was 

there she met her husband. When she 
brought him to visit Slocan he told 
her, “Oh my God, it’s so beautiful, 
we have to move here.” But when 
the mill shut down permanently, she 
realized the future of their beloved 
village was in peril. Wall-to-wall 
negative media reports on Slocan 
didn’t help that picture. 

Mayrhofer formed a hiking 
club in Slocan last March, taking 
small groups out into Valhalla Park, 
adjacent to the village. She started 
her blog two years ago. When she 
began posting photos from her hikes 
on her blog, the sheer beauty of the 
images attracted a large following. 
Someone suggested she apply to 
the Columbia Basin Trust to create a 
hiking brochure and her application 
was successful. She and artist Willo 
Treschow designed the brochure to 
feature key hikes, including the Park, 
Gimli, Gwillim and the Slocan Lake 
trail. Mayrhofer was determined to 
keep it an all-local production and 
the brochure will be printed at the 
WE Graham Community Centre. 

“The blog just got such a great 
response I thought well I should try 
promoting this,” she says. “Since we 
lost the mill I realized we have this 
beautiful park on our doorstep, and 
I could promote it. I kind of took the 
model from Nelson because they 
lost their mill in the ’80s and had 
to reinvent themselves with tourism 
and stuff. I’ve always thought there 
was a lot of potential for ecotourism 
here.”

The success of her lake and 
mountain images on the blog led 
her to wandering around the village 
with her camera, taking picturesque 
shots of its various attractions. That 
led to taking photos of community 

Slocan resident launches blog to promote village 
events such as the Christmas tree 
lighting. The blog will feature 
local businesses such as Ice Creek 
Lodge, operated by Slocan residents 
Russell and Courtney Hurlburt. It fit 
nicely with the hiking group, since 
Hurlburt is an experienced hiker in 
the Valhallas and often takes groups 
into the park.

But a community is nothing 
without people, so she decided the 
blog had to include them as well. 
She began approaching residents 
about being interviewed for the blog. 
Many were still recovering from 
the shock of the police lockdown in 
October but cautiously agreed. Those 
interviews will appear in future 
editions of the blog. 

When DeGroot was killed, a 
local farmer came to feed his animals 
every day, and other residents made 
donations to keep them fed. “They’re 
really, really good people here, and 
really caring people. We have our 
moments like any community of 
course. But I wanted to give people 
the exposure I feel they deserve.”

She said she has spoken with 
Village council, who is supportive 
of her efforts. This may lead to a 
later collaboration, perhaps to add a 
digital version of the hiking brochure 
to the Village website and cross-link 
to her blog. Mayrhofer says the Kick 
Ass Society has been revived and she 
sees a role for it in promoting the 
village’s appeal. The society did the 
painting in the Wellness Centre and 

its volunteers have removed garbage 
from the Slocan lookout on Highway 
6. She foresees a sign project to make 
drivers on the highway realize there’s 
something to be explored beyond the 
blink-and-miss sign that’s there now. 

“I wanted to show people that 
you can fuel up, get groceries, have 
a meal or just hang out on the beach 
here. When I started doing it I found 
there was so much here, so much 
more than I even realized.”  

To visit Mayrhofer’s blog go to 
https://beckymayrhofer.wordpress.
com. 

Derrick Adams of Infinidee Drums, with the 20 handmade drums he created for the Slocan After 
School Sports and Art Initiative. Over 20 students participated in drumming. The drums are 

now the property of WE Graham Community School. The After School Program is a partnership 
between WE Graham Community Service Society, the school and DASH BC. 
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Lemon Creek Lodge
   Valentine’s Specials 
 February 13, 14 & 15
Appetizer: Oyster Rockefeller 

Main entrees: Beef tenderloin with a Madeira Peppercorn Sauce, add 
4 oz. lobster tail or 8 oz. of Alaskan Red King Crab

Seafood Trio – a delicious combination of Alaskan Red 
King Crab, scallops and prawns

Saturday: complementary wine glass with 
every bottle of wine purchased

For Reservations please call 
250-355-2403 or 1-877-970-8090

by Katrine Campbell
• The Village will invite a 

representative from the Columbia Basin 
Broadband Corporation to meet with 
council and staff, to discuss bringing 
fibreoptic broadband to New Denver. 
This was prompted by a letter to council 
from Art Joyce, also published in this 
issue’s Voices from the Valleys section.

New Denver council, January 27: Council to explore fibreoptic broadband for the village
• Council authorized staff to send a 

letter of intent to Columbia Basin Trust 
Water Smart Initiative, confirming its 
participation in the 2015 Water Smart 
program. The program provides two-
thirds matching funding to implement 
water action plans. Last year, the Water 
Smart team met with council and 
staff to collect information and data 

to identify the most effective ways to 
reduce water demand. The Village has 
already completed the first part of a valve 
exercising program to locate and repair 
faulty valves.

• The Village wants to hire up to 
three summer students to work at the 
Nikkei Internment Memorial Centre 
(NIMC). It will submit applications to 
the Canada Summer Jobs and Young 
Canada Works federal wage subsidy 
programs. If successful, the Village could 
recover up to $12,285 of the $17,651 
cost of hiring for the positions. If it’s not 
successful, the digitization project will 
not proceed and staffing levels in the gift 
shop will be reduced to the minimum. 

• Council refused a request from 
First Baptist Church in Nelson for a 
grant-in-aid. The church runs an annual 
fundraising bicycle ride which stops 
at Centennial Park campground for 
a night. It asked for a grant-in-aid to 
cover the cost of renting the cookhouse 
and gazebo. The Village developed a 
policy for such requests, and it will only 
consider helping local organizations.

• At the request of local WildSafeBC 
coordinator Bree Lillies, the Village 
will provide $500 in-kind support to 
allow Lillies to meet the requirements 
for funding from WildSafeBC. The 

partnership provides education to help 
reduce or prevent encounters between 
humans and wildlife, bears in particular.

• Mayor Bunka reported on Rosebery 
Parklands and Trails Commission 
business. Richard Allin was elected 
chair, and Susan Johnson was elected 
secretary/treasurer, both by acclamation. 
The Rosebery-Summit Lake Trail 
committee is working on a management 
plan to go to the ministry. There will 
be a public presentation and perhaps a 
household survey. The commission is 
over-budget by approximately $765; 
there is money in the donation account 
to cover this. The commission was 
asked to give input to Recreation Master 
Plan to consultant. There is no word 
yet on the Village of Slocan’s request 
for withdrawal from the parks and rec 
service.

• Councillor Nadine Raynolds 
reported on Chamber of Commerce 
activities. She was to have attended a 
public meeting February 2 on the West 
Koot Route regional branding project. 

The Christmas Merchants’ Night 
was a big success with lots of participants, 
and it came in under budget. 

There will be an airband/ lip-sync 
competition April 25 at Silverton Hall. 

The Chamber is considering joining 

Invest Kootenay; the fee of $2,500 
is cost-prohibitive, but it is possible 
IK will let several municipalities/
chambers/economic development have 
a joint membership for one fee. Invest 
Kootenay has been invited to a meeting, 
possibly in April, to discuss the issue.

The Chamber’s AGM has been 
scheduled for March 12, possibly at 
the Kootenay Country Craft Distillery 
in Winlaw. 

The Chamber will display at the 
outdoor show in Calgary along with 
Nakusp and Kaslo. 

• Mayor Ann Bunka reported on the 
last RDCK meeting. A $300 grant from 
Rec Commission #6 for the Hidden 
Garden Gallery was approved. (As 
Bunka owns the building housing the 
HGG, she declared an interest and left 
the room.)

Resolutions to be put forward at 
the April AGM of the Association of 
Kootenay Boundary Local Governments 
(AKBLG) to be held in Nakusp: 

- that the AKBLG ask the Ministry 
of Forests, Lands and Natural Resources 
to require proponents of Crown Land 
application to hold public meetings 
in affected neighbourhoods to ensure 
residents receive pertinent information 
and provide local knowledge;

- that UBCM ask the Lieutenant 
Governor in Council to expand the 
disaster relief fund, making it available 
to all property owners when such disaster 
is a result of natural and/or non-human 
causes;

that if the Insurance Council of BC 
and the Insurance Bureau of Canada 
do not provide constructive solutions 
and significant relief with respect to 
the insurance issues facing rural BC 
homeowners by the end of August 
2015, that UBCM formally request the 
Municipal Insurance Authority of BC 
to investigate the actuarial viability and 
feasibility of providing home insurance 
to BC residents.

Perry Ridge Water Users, Sinixt 
Nation host Valentine’s Day Brunch
submitted

‘Sweet Hearts for Water’ will be 
held at the Passmore Lodge on February 
14, 10 am to 2 pm, to raise funds for a 
professional review of BC Timber Sales 
reports on the proposed ‘areas of interest’ 
on Perry Ridge. The brunch and gift 
sale will celebrate the love and power 
of water. There will be a slide show of 
Lucas Jmieff’s beautiful aerial photos 
of the Slocan and Little Slocan River 
drainages. Suggested donation is $10. 

The Perry Ridge Water Users 
Association (PRWUA) has commissioned 
Dr. Lee Benda to do the review. 

Dr. Benda will be coming to the 
valley in late spring to do field work for 
PRWUA and will at that time also do a 
public presentation. 

Benda is well qualified to assess the 
BC Timber Sales reports. His primary 
research interests include the relationship 
between hillslope and fluvial geomorphic 
processes and river ecosystems and the 
role of river network structure, via 
tributary confluences. This is also the 
primary interest of the association, to 
help understand the impacts of logging 
above homes in the valley, which include 
homes at the confluence of the Little 
Slocan River and the Slocan River. 
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Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work, 
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal

WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS
359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539

3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

Thanks to everybody who supplied silent auction items and those 
who ruthlessly outbid their competition during the 2014 Convergent 
Management Group Ltd. Holiday Charity Event. 
Convergent Management Group Ltd. is a local consortium of logging, road building and forestry contractors who 
work together on local and regional forestry, road construction and logging projects. Together we employ approxi-
mately 150 local people. 
Thank you to the suppliers: Arrow Lakes Ready Mix, BHEX Contracting Ltd., Brandt Tractor, Canada Culvert, Con-
vergent Management Group Ltd./Alturus Equipment, Crescent Bay Construction, Finning Tractor, Galena Contractors 
Ltd., Harlow Creek Contracting, Hewat Repairs, Nakusp Home Hardware, Inland Kenworth, Kal Tire, Machinehead, 
Nakusp Mobile Mechanics, Napa, Narrows Timber Co. Ltd., Nitto Tire, Reitmeier Logging Ltd., Reitmeier Transport 
Ltd., True North Forestry Consulting Ltd. and Western Equipment. 
Thank you to the generous winning bidders: Coleman MacIntosh, Isaque Vieira, Janet and Vince Boisvert, Jodi 
McLean, Keith Gran, Ken Reitmeier, Kevin Carter, Matt McKee, Paul Detta, Ray Hascarl, Rod Reitmeier, Ross 
Shkuratoff, Sandi Nagorski, Sarah Rousell, Sue Groenhuysen, Terryn Stenseth and Tony Bjarnason. 
Together this year we raised $5729 for the Arrow Lakes Hospital Foundation, and a good time was had by all.

by Jan McMurray
New Denver resident Jamie 

Magnuson has created an electronic 
map of New Denver that is going 
to be incorporated into an online 
computer game called ‘Project 
Zomboid.’

The map has been posted on 
the Project Zomboid website since 
December 30, 2014, and has already 
had 25,000 hits. “I posted it on 
December 30 and it had 1,000 hits 
by the next day,” Jamie said proudly.

The projec t  was  a  huge 
undertaking, and Jamie says he 
was often spurred on by his friends. 
Four of them, especially, gave him 
the inspiration to keep going until 
he finished – the four young people 
who drowned in the canoe accident 
in Slocan Lake in May last year.

“They would come over and 
check out what I was doing, and 
they thought it was pretty cool,” 
said Jamie. “When the accident 

Local resident creates map of New Denver for online game
happened, I was not even halfway 
done the map. I stopped everything 
for a while, but then I realized this 
is more important than me – it’s for 

them – and it gave me the motivation 
to keep going and not stop.”

Jamie has dedicated the map 
to his four friends, Skye Lockhart-

Donnet, Lily Harmer-Taylor, Jule 
Wiltshire-Padfield and Hayden Kyle. 

Jamie started working on the map 
in February last year and finished in 

December. He says there are 638 
buildings in New Denver, and they 
are all on the map, “give or take a 
few.” Project Zomboid players can 
enter every building in New Denver 
in the game.

“I tried to make the insides of 
the buildings as real as possible. 
The school is pretty close to how it 
actually is inside,” he says.

The idea for the map was 
conceived when Jamie was a student 
at Lucerne School. In a self-directed 
course called ‘Navigator,’ he and 
another student, Ethan Grierson, 
were working on developing a 
computer game. Jamie started 
creating the map of New Denver in 
a computer program for the game. 
However, the original program 
would not allow the map to be three-
dimensional, so Jamie was thrilled 
when he found the map-making 
program on Project Zomboid.

To  l e a r n  m o r e ,  g o  t o 
projectzomboid.com/blog/2015/
welcome-to-new-denver. 

New Denver resident Jamie Magnuson has created an electronic map of New Denver that is going to be incorporated into an online computer game.

submitted
The Slocan Lake Garden Society 

(aka SLUGS) kicks off its 25th year 
with an AGM on Sunday, February 
22, 2-4 pm at Knox Hall, New 
Denver. After a slide show and 
short meeting, the society will host 
a presentation by Rosemary Hughes 
of the Old Firehall Collective, an 
exciting new ‘made locally’ project 
for amateur and commercial food 
producers and consumers.

The collective is renovating the 
old fire hall in Nakusp to provide 
a year-round farmers’ market, an 
artisan sales area, a professional 
kitchen for production of commercial 
products, a weavers’ area and much 
more. The collective also has plans 
for training in food preservation and 

The SLUGS launch 25th year with February 22 AGM
low income healthy eating as well as 
post-harvest storage. The SLUGS are 
pleased to promote the collective’s 
effort in supporting local growers and 
food sustainability.

The theme of the SLUGS’ 25th 
anniversary celebration, to be held 
on Sunday, July 26, is ‘Celebrate the 
Kohan: The Garden as Art, Arts in the 
Garden.’ A day filled with activities 
for all ages will be co-sponsored with 
the Slocan Lake Gallery Society. 

‘Arts on the Beach’ will feature 
Donna Hicks’ children’s garden 
art fun and an adult watercolour 
workshop. ‘Arts in the Garden’ 
will include landscape painters and 
photographers showing and selling 
their work, and sculptors displaying 
their creations throughout the Kohan. 

The society is also planning 
participatory activities such as a 
Kohan Garden exploration game 
and Gardening Olympics. The 
celebration will be highlighted with 
a performance by Yamabiko Taiko, 
the vivacious young drummers and 
dancers from Kelowna who charmed 
the community here in 2010.

T h e  A G M  w i l l  i n c l u d e 
refreshments and great door prizes. 
All are invited to attend this session to 

support the society’s volunteer efforts 
and to share your ideas for the Kohan 
Garden. SLUGS memberships, 
offering great gardening discounts 
at regional outlets, are still a bargain 
at $5.

submitted
The Slocan Valley Grassroots 

Grammas are holding a fundraiser 
evening on Sunday, March 8 at the 
Winlaw Hall, 5897 Highway 6. The 
evening will include a delicious 
vegetarian dinner, uplifting music, and 
an inspirational film from the Stephen 
Lewis Foundation. 

Doors open at 5, music at 5:15, 
dinner at 5:45 and film at 7 pm.

Tickets are $20 each and must 
be purchased in advance. Only 120 
tickets are available, so get yours early. 
Call Val at 250-226-7399 to arrange 

Grassroots Grammas hold African fundraiser
purchase and pick up.

The SV Grassroots Grammas are 
part of the national ‘Grandmothers 
to Grandmothers’ Campaign. All 
proceeds from the event will go to 
support grandmothers in Africa who are 
raising their grandchildren and holding 
their communities together in the wake 
of the HIV/AIDS pandemic. 

Support the Valley Voice with a 
voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30 
Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70

New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0
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Pursuant to Section 26 of the Community Charter notice is hereby 
given that the Village of Nakusp intends to Lease a portion of 
land legally described as Lot 1, Plan NEP 11706, District Lot 397, 
Kootenay Land District, Leased Portion for the Purpose of Operating 
an Airport Hangar (1315 Hot Springs Road) for a 3 year term.

Kootenays Mr. Vern Gustafson shall pay $320 plus applicable tax 
for the first year of the Lease and the rent for each succeeding year 
of the Lease shall be the previous years rent increased by the Stats 
Can Consumer Price Index.

The Leased area is shown in heavy black on the map:

For more information, please contact:

Linda Tynan, Chief Administrative Officer
Village of Nakusp
91-1st Street NW

Nakusp BC,   V0G 1R0
Phone- 250.265.3689

Email- Ltynan@nakusp.com

NOTICE OF 
DISPOSITION 

OF LAND
Leased Area 

Nakusp Airport

Village of Nakusp – Assistant Treasurer 
(One Year, Temporary)

The Village of Nakusp is seeking an Assistant Treasurer to 
join our finance team. Reporting to the Director of Finance, 
this full-time, temporary position is responsible for a variety 
of finance and accounting tasks, including accounts receiv-
able and payable, bank reconciliations, tax and utility bill-
ings, recordkeeping, benefits administration, and payroll. 

While preferred candidates have at least two year’s ac-
counting education and direct work experience, we would 
like to hear from you if you are excited about a career in 
finance. This role requires attention to detail, a high degree 
of accuracy, numeracy, and the capacity to process financial 
transactions in a timely manner. We are willing to train 
the right candidate who possesses an aptitude for problem 
solving, office, computer, and excel experience, and ideally 
a familiarity with local government. 

This union position offers a competitive salary; while the 
Assistant Treasurer role is currently a temporary (one year) 
position, the potential exists for permanent status and a 
commensurate benefits package. Please submit your resume 
and cover letter in confidence to Clyde Bersky, Village of 
Nakusp Director of Finance, at cbersky@nakusp.com by 4:30 
pm Friday, February 28th, 2015.

Although we appreciate all applications, only those consid-
ered for an interview will be contacted.

Arrow Lakes 
Historical 
Society

Slide Show – Our 
Coloured Past

Friday 
February 20 

7 pm
Admission by Donation

Coffee, tea, and 
goodies

NAKUSP & THE ARROW LAKES

by Katrine Campbell
• Council endorsed, in principle, a 

Village-owned and operated biomass 
district energy system. CAO Linda 
Tynan was authorized to submit a 
grant application to the gas tax fund to 
develop the system. The Village will 
also look into partnership opportunities 
for the system. Councillor Tom 
Zeleznik said he had talked to the 
Youth Society, which was interested 
in being a community partner. He also 
suggested the Village needed to look 
at systems that take “purely debris,” as 
one producer sells its waste to Celgar.

• Barb Chwachka and Jean 
Lancaster from the Nakusp and Area 
Trails Society attended as a delegation 
to present their proposal to improve 
the Wrap Around Nakusp Trail, and to 
develop the abandoned rail bed within 

the Village boundaries. The society 
calls the loop trail “poorly developed 
and maintained.” They want the Village 
to improve its surface and take over 
maintenance up to the boundary near 
the golf course, as well as erecting 
signage to direct walkers around the 
whole trail.

In addition, the society wants to 
stop motorized use of the trail within 
the village boundaries; Chwachka said 
the section below the truck route has 
become “totally degraded.”

• The Nakusp Hot Springs 
has launched its new website, 
nakusphotsprings.com. The CAO and 
Terry Welsh, Director of Hot Springs 
Operations, presented the new site live, 
walking the mayor and council through 
its features. The tag line is ‘Relax, 
Refresh, Return.’

A new satellite system has been 
installed for telephone communication 
and the reliability has been very high, 
Welsh said. Existing Telus phone 
numbers will be transferred to the new 
system. 

Council approved signing a contract 
with DJM Contracting to replace the 
roofs at the hot springs facility and on 
the cedar chalets. The work will take up 
to two weeks, and will likely be done 
during the shutdown. Metal roofs will 
be put on the chalets, while the pool 
facility will be redone with shakes. The 
contractor will be asked to use local 
shakes if possible.

Total cost of the contract is 

$103,650.83 plus taxes. Welsh and 
Director of Operations Warren Leigh 
both recommended a contingency fund 
of 15 to 20 percent for unforeseen work.

• Council agreed to buy a command 
vehicle for the Arrow Lakes Search and 
Rescue Association, then immediately 
re-sell it to ALSAR. The organization 
had requested price quotes for the 
vehicle, and found there was a price 
break if the purchaser maintained a 
fleet of vehicles. ALSAR will raise the 
money and make all the arrangements 
to buy the vehicle.

• The Nakusp and District Chamber 
of Commerce request for banners at 
the village entrances was referred to 

the Ministry of Highways for further 
discussion on the feasibility of banners 
crossing the highway. 

• Council agreed to send a letter, at 
the request of the Beaton Arm Crossing 
Association (BACA), to Minister of 
Transportation and Infrastructure Todd 
Stone expressing the importance of 
having a fixed link to the Trans Canada 
Highway. The CAO noted council 
has previously discussed this with the 
ministry.

• Two bylaws were given final 
adoption: Water Rates and Regulations 
(2015) Amendment Bylaw #463-
20, 2015, and Sewer Rates (2015) 
Amendment Bylaw #644-3, 2015.

Nakusp council, January 26: Biomass district energy system 

by Catriona Caimbeul
So is fun, feasting, entertainment 

and workshops for the whole family!
The Nakusp Medieval Society 

has partnered with the Society for 
Creative Anachronism to bring 
the SCA’s annual war here for an 
August long weekend. The SCA’s 
Kingdom of Avacal (eastern BC 
and Alberta) and the Principality 
of Tir Righ (western BC, northern 
Washington) will recreate a medieval 
encampment, complete with a village 
square market where guests can shop 
for historically accurate wares and 
period food and drink.

This is a big event; as many as 
500 SCA members are expected to 
take part, coming from the Lower 
Mainland, Washington State, and 
Alberta.

SCA artisans will portray life 
with hands-on demonstrations of 
their crafts, creating beautiful and 
useful items from the Middle Ages. 
Although the list of craftspeople 

War is coming to Nakusp
is still being compiled, visitors 
can look forward to displays 
and demonstrations of fibre arts, 
needlework, calligraphy, cooking 
and baking, lampwork, leatherwork 
and more. Wandering musicians and 
bards will perform, and a fashion 
show is planned.

The event will be held at an 80-
acre site (the old Coates Farm, now 
Sun Lodge Farms) on the Hot Springs 
Rd, providing plenty of space and 
very little intrusion from the 21st 
century. It takes place August 1 and 
2; tickets will be on sale mid-March 
at the website, www.medievaldays.
ca or at the new NMS office at 
109 Broadway Street in Nakusp. 
Medieval garb is not compulsory, 
but visitors are encouraged to have 
fun and dress up.

The NMS will soon be taking 
applications from local artisans and 
food vendors, who must adhere to 
the time period, and be in costume. 
To add to the authenticity, there will 

be no electrical power on the site.
Of course, the years between 600 

and 1600 featured armoured knights 
and deadly accurate bowmen, and 
SCA members will battle it out for 
honours. Visitors can expect to see 
swordsmen with rapiers, and others 
with heavy swords. A full archery 
range and tournament, and an area 
for thrown weapons will be built for 
members, with the public welcome 
to watch.

And if watching a battle makes 
you itch to get involved — you can! 
Visitors will be invited to don a helm 
and swing a sword at a practice pole, 
or to shoot three arrows at a separate 
demonstration range, or to try their 
hand at thrown weapons like knives, 
spears and axes.

The Nakusp Medieval Society 
was formed in 2014 to host this 
new event. The society, a nonprofit 
organization, intends “to create an 
annual event in Nakusp celebrating 
medieval culture.” Three of the 
six volunteer directors were also 
involved in running the Nakusp Music 
Festival, bringing both organizational 
and hands-on experience to Nakusp 
Medieval Days.

The NMS is raising money 
to hold the event. It has already 
secured $7,000 in seed funding; 
more sponsors and donors are always 
welcome. Memberships ($5) will 
go on sale at the same time as ticket 
sales start.

For more information, visit the 
website: www.medievaldays.ca or 
email info@medievaldays.ca. Like 
us on Facebook! 

SENIOR’S HOUSING AVAILABLE 
IMMEDIATELY IN NEW DENVER, BC

One (1) bedroom self-contained suite in the Dr. Brouse Lodge - 
Independent Living Facility.

For more information or to schedule a viewing, please contact:
Dawn Lindstein, Site Manger at 250-358-2305.
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Land Act: Notice of Intention to Apply for a Disposition 
of Crown Land
FrontCounter BC Cranbrook has accepted an application made by Co-
lumbia Wireless Inc. represented by Ben Leslie at Box 269, Nelson, 
BC V1L 5T9, on behalf of the Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural 
Resource Operations (MFLNRO), Kootenay Region, for a License of Oc-
cupation - Communications Site to facilitate installation and maintenance 
of communications equipment on Provincial Crown land south of Slocan 
and containing 0.25 hectares more or less.

The MFLNRO File Numbers that have been established for this applica-
tion is 4405526. Written comments concerning this application should be 
directed to FrontCounter BC, 1902 Theatre Road, Cranbrook B.C., V1C 
7G1 or email to: AuthorizingAgency.Cranbrook@gov.bc.ca Comments will 
be received by FrontCounter BC until March 12, 2015. FrontCounter BC 
may not be able to consider comments received after this date. Please refer 
to our website http://www.arfd.gov.bc.ca/ApplicationPosting/index.jsp  g 
Search g Search by FileNumber: 4405526 for more information. These ap-
plications will be available for viewing at FrontCounter BC in Cranbrook, BC.

Be advised that any response to this advertisement will be considered 
part of the public record. For information, contact the FOI Advisor at the 
Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural Resource Operations regional 
office in Cranbrook.

submitted
The 2013 BC Adolescent Health 

Survey (BC AHS) was conducted in 
56 of BC’s 59 school districts, with 
almost 30,000 students in Grades 7-12 
taking part.

Results for the Kootenay Boundary 
area, which included students in 
Kootenay Lake (SD 8), Arrow Lakes 
(SD 10), and Kootenay-Columbia (SD 
20) showed that the majority of Grade 
7-12 students reported good physical 
and mental health; felt connected to 
their family, school and community; had 
positive plans for the future; and were 
engaging in health promoting behaviours 
which will assist them to transition 
successfully to adulthood.

The report also highlights some 
differences between this region and 

The kids are all right – 2013 BC Adolescent Health Survey
the province as a whole, as well as 
identifying some groups of students who 
may need additional support.

Local students were more likely 
than their peers across the province to 
have slept for eight or more hours on the 
night before taking the survey, yet eight 
out of 10 were online, doing homework 
or using their cellphone after the time 
they were expected to be asleep. The 
more hours of sleep students got the 
more likely they were to report positive 
mental health.

Students were less likely than 
their peers across the province to have 
attempted suicide in the past year (four 
percent vs six percent). However, mental 
health was still an area of concern, 
particularly for girls who were more 

likely than boys to report extreme stress 
and despair, self harm and suicidal 
ideation and attempts.

Although there were no improvement 
in the rates of young people reporting 
being teased, socially excluded or 
physically assaulted, students felt safer in 
every area of their school than five years 
previously. Additionally, in comparison 
to students across the province, more 
Kootenay Boundary students felt safe 
in their home, in their neighbourhood 
(during the day and at night), and on 
public transit.

Students were less likely than their 
peers five years earlier to have tried 
alcohol or marijuana. Among those who 
had tried alcohol fewer tried it at age 12 
or younger. Similarly among youth who 

tried marijuana, more waited until they 
were 15 or older to do so.

A copy of the report ‘Kootenay 
Boundary: Results of the 2013 BC 

‘Until Red’ plays the Bluebelle Bistro in Kaslo on March 11. The Brandon, Manitoba band, a 
roots-rock trio delivering down-to-earth grooves and ear-grabbing melodies, has logged time 
at Dauphin Countryfest, Rockin’ the Fields of Minnedosa, Winnipeg Folk Festival, Winnipeg 

Fringe Festival, and on the set of Sony Pictures ‘Heaven Is For Real.’

Adolescent Health Survey’, as well as 
the provincial report ‘From Hastings 
Street to Haida Gwaii:’ can be obtained 
at www.mcs.bc.ca.

BC government 
brings in 
groundwater user 
permits, fees
submitted

To support BC’s modernized water 
legislation, a new fee and rental schedule 
for users is being introduced, says the 
Ministry of Environment.

The new fee and rental rates will 
recover the costs of implementing 
the new Water Sustainability Act 
(WSA) including, for the first time, 
groundwater regulation. Unlike surface 
water, groundwater use has not required 
permission or payment of fees and 
rentals. 

“Regulating and charging for 
groundwater use will correct this 
imbalance and further government’s 
ability to sustainably manage water for 
future generations,” says the ministry.

Users of groundwater – including 
municipalities – will require a water 
licence and will be required to pay water 
fees and rentals. Households supplied 
by municipal water systems may pay 
$1 to $2 more per year for their water. 
Individual household wells throughout 
the province will not be licensed or 
charged. 

Users of groundwater will also 
have the same access rights and 
responsibilities as individuals who 
obtain their water from surface sources. 
This includes assurance their rights are 
considered should any conflict over 
water uses arise. Groundwater and 
surface water are one interconnected 
resource and need to be managed as 
such and the new WSA allows for this, 
says the ministry.

This is the first update to the water 
fee and rental structure since 2006, 
the ministry says, and adds it will be 
cheaper than other Canadian rates. 
Across Canada water rental rates vary 
considerably; up to $70 per 1000m3 in 
Quebec and over $140 in Nova Scotia 
for some purposes. BC’s new rental 
rates range from $0.02 to $2.25 per 
1000m3 and “will continue to be among 
the lowest in the country,” taking effect 
in 2016 when the new WSA comes 
into force.

Water bottlers will be charged at the 
industrial rate of $2.25 per 1000m3, the 
highest rental rate in the new schedule.

Learn more at: http://engage.gov.
bc.ca/watersustainabilityact.
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• Fresh Meat Cut Daily
• Fresh & Frozen Seafood
• Freezer Packs
• Deli Sandwiches to go
• Awesome Cheese Selection
• Fresh & Smoked Sausage
• Smoked Salmon
• Awesome Beef Jerky
• Custom Cutting
• Weekly Instore Specials

Kaslo Community 
Pharmacy

Visit Kaslo Community 
Pharmacy on facebook  

Hours:  9:30 am -  5:30 pm    
250-353-2224

Think Pink!
20% off all 

Lorna Vanderhaeghe 
products in February

by Jan McMurray
• CAO Neil Smith reported 

that he and Public Works Foreman 
Glen Walker had met with FortisBC 
regarding LED street lighting. 
Significant rebates are available. 
Upper Kaslo would be less expensive 
to retrofit than Lower Kaslo, as Upper 
Kaslo is a smaller area. Smith will 
keep council updated.

A  M e m o r a n d u m  o f 
Understanding between the Village 
and Fortis Powersense, to achieve 
regular energy savings and rebates, 
was approved.

• The CAO reported on a land 
development workshop he attended 
in Silverton with representatives 
from Nakusp, New Denver, Silverton, 
Slocan,  and the RDCK. The 
workshop was hosted by the Province 
to encourage communities to develop 
land inventories, to be ready for 
inquiries about available land for 
development.  There is provincial 
funding available to communities to 
help create a land prospectus. The 
Ministry of Jobs, Tourism and Skills 
will be informed that the Village of 
Kaslo will be interested in municipal 
land prospectus funding.

• The draft minutes of the 
Sustainable Economic Development 
Committee meeting held January 
19 were received. Aimee Watson 
was elected chair and David Stewart 
agreed to continue as recording 
secretary. Dustin East attended to 
update the committee on the Business 
Retention & Expansion project. East 
and Elisa Shine are surveying 80 local 
businesses by the end of February. 
The Rural Development Institute at 

Selkirk College will then tally the 
results of the surveys and present the 
data at a public meeting. 

• An Invest Kootenay presentation 
will be organized in Kaslo.

• The draft minutes of the Health 
Select Committee meeting held 
January 13 were received. Andy 
Shadrack was elected chair, Maggie 
Crowe was elected vice chair and 
Maggie Winters was elected secretary.

Kaslo council, January 27: LED street lighting update
• Councillor Holland was 

appointed Village representative to 
the Kootenay Lake Partnership and 
Friends of Kootenay Lake.

• The RDCK will be having a 
strategic planning session on March 
2. Councillor Lang asked for a 
review of the agreement that allows 
some Area D residents (former 
McDonald Creek water users in the 
Allen subdivision) to use the Village 

water system. Kaslo taxpayers pay 
user fees to cover operational costs 
of the water system and a parcel tax 
to cover capital improvements, but 
Area D residents pay user fees only. 
Councillor Lang would like to see 
Area D residents on the system pay 
a share of the capital costs as well.

• The Village will contact 
the Columbia Basin Trust water 
monitoring committee to ask that 

related issues around dyke mitigation 
on the Kaslo River be part of its 
considerations.

• Council received a letter from 
the Beaton Arm Crossing Association 
in Nakusp, requesting that the Village 
ask Minister of Transportation Todd 
Stone to take a serious look at a fixed 
link across Arrow Lakes to replace 
the ferry. Council voted to reiterate 
its support for the proposed fixed link.

by Jan McMurray
In an attempt to get more Kaslo 

residents to use the curbside recycling 
service, Kaslo council has asked the 
RDCK to move the blue bag bin from 
the public works yard.

The RDCK recycling depot in the 
public works yard is very convenient 
for residents and businesses in Kaslo 
and Area D. It’s easily accessible and 
open 24/7.

In contrast, the curbside service 
happens every other Thursday for 
520 Kaslo households. It’s strictly 
residential – no businesses get the 
service. Kaslo CAO Neil Smith 
reports that fewer than 100 blue 
bags are being collected biweekly at 
curbside. Meanwhile, the RDCK blue 
bag bin is being used almost as well 
as it always has been.

Kaslo has been providing curbside 
pick-up since May last year, when the 
new provincial recycling system 
under Multi Material BC (MMBC) 
kicked in. Kaslo signed on with 
MMBC, but the RDCK did not. The 
RDCK resisted signing on because it 
could see that the RDCK’s existing 
program was superior to MMBC’s. 
When the RDCK tried to sign on 
after the deadline, it was put on a 
waiting list. 

If the RDCK had signed on last 
year, the Kaslo recycling depot would 
probably be at the transfer station 
today. This is because MMBC requires 
recycling depots to be fenced and 
monitored.

“We’re competing with a really 
convenient system that wasn’t 
supposed to be there,” said CAO Smith 
in a telephone interview. “Unless we 
move the bin or change the garbage 
schedule, nothing is going to change.” 

CAO Smith explained that council 
wants only the blue bag bin moved. 
They want the cardboard and glass 
bins to stay at the public works yard. 

Mike Morrison of the RDCK 
says Kaslo’s request for the bin to 
be removed will be considered by a 
committee of the RDCK board (Central 
Resource Recovery Committee). 
“The question the committee will 
consider is whether the bins should 
be kept together. Separating them is 
operationally challenging,” he said. 

Morrison said separating the 
bins could result in contamination 
because people may not want to go to 
two places to do their recycling. He 
also pointed out that it would mean 
two stops for the truck that collects 
the bins.

Morrison added that the RDCK 
had hoped to sign on with MMBC 
this year, but MMBC has indicated it 
won’t be taking on any new contracts 
in 2015. “The RDCK has an interest in 

Kaslo asks RDCK for help with floundering curbside recycling program
the MMBC program being successful 
because any materials that go into the 
MMBC program are no longer being 
paid for by the RDCK,” he said.

Under the MMBC curbside 
recycling program, Smith says MMBC 
pays the Village approximately 
$18,000 per year to provide curbside 
pick-up to 520 households, whether 
residents take advantage of it or not. 
However, MMBC sells the collected 

materials to fund the program. So 
the concern is that MMBC will not 
renew the contract, leaving Kaslo 
residents with no recycling service 
or a recycling depot at the transfer 
station only. 

“It’s a three-year contract so we 
have a couple of years to try to make 
it viable,” said Smith. “It’s really 
unfortunate to be so disruptive, but 
we’re keen for curbside service to 

succeed.”
Smith pointed out that another 

way to improve uptake to the curbside 
program would be to change the 
garbage schedule so that garbage 
collection happened every other 
Tuesday, with curbside blue bag pick-
up on the alternate Tuesday. However, 
council has rejected that proposal, as it 
feels that Kaslo residents want weekly 
garbage pick-up.

by Jan McMurray
The Kaslo & District Community 

Forest Society board has decided 
not to offer grants to community 
organizations or to contribute to the 
Legacy fund in 2015.

“Arriving at that decision was 
tough, believe me,” writes Erika 
Bird in her KDCFS report to Village 
council. Minutes of the meeting 
where the decision was made show 
that board members Ross Lake and 
Donna Cormie voted against the 
motion.

“We’re not saying we won’t 
continue it, but this year, we’ll use the 
funds for something else,” explained 
Jeff Mattes, treasurer. The 2014 
disbursement fund and legacy fund 
contributions total approximately 
$84,000 ($57,000 for the disbursement 
fund and $27,000 for the legacy fund).

A big ticket item on the horizon for 
the society is Keen Creek Road. The 
road needs an estimated $175,000-
$200,000 worth of improvements 
before logging can happen in CP36, 
the only cutting permit on the books 
right now.

“In light of the predicted 
$175,000-$200,000 estimate to 
improve the Keen Creek Road, the 
society will not be in a position to 
offer the community disbursements – 
or contribute to the legacy fund – as 
it has in the previous several years,” 
writes Bird in her report.

Mattes said that during spring 
freshet a few years ago, several 
culverts were washed out and damage 
was done to a bridge on Keen Creek 
Road. “It needs some maintenance, 
but the amount of work to put it back 
in shape is not horrendous by any 
means.”

The society’s consulting engineer 
is working on a plan for the road 
improvements, including costs. The 
society also has assessments and cost 
estimates for the road that were done 
by the ministry in the past.

The community forest board and 
local politicians have made significant 
efforts in recent years to get other 
ministries and agencies to contribute 
to the cost of Keen Creek Road 
repairs, and Mattes says those efforts 

Kaslo Community Forest suspends grant program
will continue. “We’re still trying to 
find partners to help improve the 
road – we’re continuing with the letter 
writing to Parks, the government, the 
RDCK, and anyone who could help,” 
he said. “There are lots of recreation, 
mining and harvesting opportunities 
up there.”

CP36 is for five cutblocks with 
a total volume of 30,000 cubic 
meters. Access to the blocks will be 
via the first 13 kilometres of Keen 
Creek Road, three spur roads and 
1.5 kilometres of new road. Because 
of poor market prices, the society’s 
woodlands manager, Bill Kestell, is 
in no hurry to move forward on the 
permit. This gives the board some 

time to solicit assistance with the road 
improvements.

Last year at the KDCFS AGM, the 
board asked for ideas on what to do 
with $60,000 that it had been holding 
in trust for the Kaslo Housing Society 
since 2005. No housing project 
materialized, so the board wanted 
to consider other proposals for the 
money. The final decision was to put 
the money into the KDCFS operations 
account.

KDCFS usually contributes $2 
per cubic metre harvested into the 
community disbursements fund, and 
$1 per cubic metre harvested into the 
legacy fund. Last year, $51,596 was 
available to community groups.

submitted
This winter,  a lmost  4,000 

Kindergarten to Grade 3 students 
throughout the Columbia Basin will go 
into their wild schoolyards to experience 
the magic of winter ecology.

Now in its eighth year, Wildsight’s 
Winter Wonder program connects 
students with the joys, secrets and 
marvels of Kootenay winters.  During 
a half-day field trip, they explore 
wildlife, snow science and weather – all 
concepts contained in the BC education 
curriculum.

“Across Canada, kids are spending 
less and less time outside, creating what 
some refer to as a ‘nature deficit,’” says 
Monica Nissen, Wildsight’s ‘Education 
in the Wild’ program manager. “Winter 
Wonder gets them out there, connecting 
them with the winter ecology in their 
own backyards. Our team of professional 
outdoor educators really bring the 
curriculum to life for students.” 

Winter Wonder educators lead 
the class through a range of hands-on 
activities, both inside and outside the 
classroom.

Nissen explains, “Research shows 
that outdoor play during the winter 
actually builds the immune system, 
stimulates the imagination and promotes 
problem solving. Kids who bundle up 
properly and play outside in the winter 
are generally happier and healthier.”

Kids experience the wonders of 
winter in Wildsight program

Gillian Sanders is the Winter 
Wonder educator for Kaslo, Meadow 
Creek, New Denver and Slocan schools. 
She loves the program because “getting 
the kids out to play and explore in winter 
is so much fun. We especially enjoyed 
looking for various animal tracks in the 
snow and discovering how our local 
wildlife adapts to winter conditions.”

With nearly 160 field trips booked 
so far, this year is shaping up to reach 
the most students yet.

Wildsight gratefully acknowledges 
the financial support of the Columbia 
Basin Trust, Fortis BC, TD Friends of 
the Environment Foundation, the North 
Face Explore Fund and the BC Gaming 
Commission.

Students from Jewett School in Meadow 
Creek get outside to play and explore winter 

habitats in their school’s backyard.
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SAVE MONEY @ PETER’S WINDOWS 
& DOORS with energy-efficient windows, 
doors and siding by Gentek. We are the 
exclusive dealer of long lasting, high 
performing windows by Gentek. We also 
have lots of wood and metal doors in 
stock. Now selling Gentek siding. 1-250-
399-0079.
GERRY CONWAY  – Journeyman 
carpenter/builder. 250-265-3163.

HOUSE-SIT WANTED: Responsible, 
mature male looking for house-sit in New 
Denver/Silverton or Kaslo areas. Call 250-
777-3842.
RUSTY VOLKSWAGON bus/van with 
split front windshield. Any information 
please call 403-690-7646.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

HARDWOOD FLOORS 
WHOLESALE

100% CANADIAN PREF. ALUM-OXIDE. ROAK-
MAPLE BISTRO/TAVERN 3 1/4” X 3/4” - $4.39/SF 
– MILL RUN $85 Sel BETTER. NORTH PLANK. 

RL. UP TO 7’ $5.49/SF PLT. – ENG IMPORT 
FROM $3.99/SF PLT. CORK 50+ CHOICES 

FROM $2.59 SF PLT. GLUE DOWN – BAMBOO, 
SLATE FROM $3.99/SF PLT – MOST IN STOCK 

AT JUAN’S 1503 HWY 3A 
THRUMS (CASTLEGAR) BC

250-399-6377 Mon-Sat 8:30 am - 5 pm

mobile (250) 551-TIME (8463)

Jim Pownall & Co.
LOG & TIMBER FRAME HOMES

New Denver • BC
250-358-2566

jpownall@telus.net

HALL LUMBER 
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat 
10 am to 5 pm

PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd. 

Edgewood, BC

• Registered Septic System 
designer and installer •
• Ready Mix Concrete • 

• Lock Blocks • Drain Rock • 
• Road Crush • Sand & Gravel • 

• Dump Trucks • Excavator • 
• Crusher • Coloured Concrete • 

• Site Preparation •
Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
Ph. 265-4615 • vieirac@telus.net

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN 
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Indoor Garden 
Supplies

Castlegar
250-304-2911

1730 Hwy 3, Selkirk Spring Building
dan@canadiangardensupply.com

Safety, Service, Satisfaction
Installation and maintenance
jim@jemsgas.com

MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION
            TimberFrame Homes
    Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall

Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding

Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales

                 dave@maddentimber.com
                          250 265 1807

Wired by Alex
Electrical Contracting Ltd

Alex Joseph

250-358-7721

Crescent Bay 
Construction Ltd.

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431 
• Email cresbay@telus.net

LARRY’S Lawn & Yard Service
Snow removal

• Pruning • Odd jobs •

Cell: 250-265-7281 • Phone: 250-358-7772
Serving Silverton to Nakusp & all points in between.

Leaf Cabinetry
Residential & commercial 

cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC

250.226.7441 
www.leafcabinetry.com

CONSTRUCTION
FOUNDATIONS • timber FRAMING

ROOFING • RENOVATIONS

Specializing in Timber Framing
Cell: 250-265-8503 

Home: 250-269-7280

CLASSIFIED ADS

AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

COMING EVENTS

FOR RENT

FOR SALE

HEALTH

HELP WANTED

NOTICES

PETS

WANTED

CAROLE’S MADE TO MEASURE
Sewing • Upholstery • Fabric
Carole Heidema • Owner

250-358-2771
carolesmadetomeasure@gmail.com
351 Victoria St, Silverton

SEWING

Infinite Wisdoms 
Integrated Bodyworks

M. A. Simon – Specialized Kinesiology 
Traumatologist, Touch for Health Instructor, 
Cranial Sacral, Full Body Alignments, Stress 

& Trauma release, Relaxation Massage

Kinesiology classes Feb 28 at 
7-9 pm – Nakusp Barbershop
Weds @ The Barbershop on Broadway

By Appointment
 250-265-4455

HEAlTH

ANNE AND LADDIE at The Silver Spoon 
Bakery Café thank customers and friends 
for their patronage over the past 15 years in 
Kaslo. Be advised that the business is now 
permanently closed.
BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO – Award 
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza. 
250-353-2282.
NEW SLOCAN VALLEY RIDESHARE 
PROGRAM sponsored by The Healthy 
Community Society. For more information 
check community-connect.ca.

LOCAL, HONEST AND EFFICIENT 
professional mechanic, offering to service 
and repair. Brakes, suspension, tire mount 
and balance, oil change, diagnostics, etc. 
Our family business aims to keep your 
vehicle running safe and reliable for your 
Kootenay commutes. CB Auto Service. Call 
250-359-2266.

STAY HOME - MAKE MONEY. Start 
your own business working from home. 
Free training and mentorship. Email 
caribootwo@gmail.com for more info.
HAVE YOU ALWAYS DREAMED about 
starting your own business? If so, call 
Community Futures to learn about the free 
Busienss Plan workshop open to anyone! 
And if you’re eligible, you may also qualify 
for the Self Employment Program where 
you will receive ongoing business training 
and coaching and usually financial support 
while you start your business. And if you’re 
eligible, you will usually receive financial 
support for the first year. To learn more, 
call 265-3674 ext. 201 or email Nakusp@
futures.bc.ca.
THINKING OF STARTING, buying 
or expanding your own business? 
Community Futures offers business loans, 
counseling & training; and delivers the 
Self Employment program in the Arrow 
& Slocan Lakes area. For more info leave 
a message at 265-3674 ext. 201 or email 
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

GET YOUR ACT TOGETHER for the 
BIG AIR BAND/LIP SYNC CONTEST, 
happening Saturday, April 25 at the 
Silverton Memorial Hall! Calling on all 
Slocan Valley businesses, organizations, 
groups and individuals to strut your stuff 
and enter to win cash prizes for 1st, 2nd 
and 3rd places. Coaching available. Don’t 
miss out on the fun! All ages and abilities, 
and all kinds of music welcome. Hosted by 
the Slocan District Chamber of Commerce. 
More info: 250-358-7249 or 250-226-7967.
TEXAS HOLD’EM TOURNAMENT 
Saturday, Feb. 21 at 6:30 pm sharp at the 
Slocan Legion Hall 502 Harold St. $30 
buy-in. Advance tickets at Mountain Valley 
Station in Slocan or phone 250-355-2672 
to reserve. BC Gaming rules will apply. 
The Legion welcomes members & guests.
THE SLOCAN VALLEY Grassroots 
Grammas are holding an African Fundraiser 
Evening at 5 pm on Sunday March 8 at the 
Winlaw Hall. The evening will include 
dinner, music, and an inspirational film 
from the Stephen Lewis Foundation. 
Tickets are $20 each and must be purchased 
in advance. Only 120 tickets are available! 
Call 250-226-7399 for info and tickets. 
All proceeds go to support grandmothers in 
Africa who are raising their grandchildren 
in the wake of the HIV/AIDS pandemic.
KOOTENAY ORGANIC GROWERS 
SOCIETY AGM: 14 Feb 2pm. Tea & treats 
provided. 395 Baker St, Nelson (next to 
Hippersons).
LUCERNE GRAD BBQ FUNDRAISER 
- On Saturday, February 14 from 11 am to 
2 pm the Lucerne Graduating class will be 
hosting a BBQ fundraiser outside of New 
Market Foods. For a minimum $5 donation 
you get either a hamburger, hot dog or 
veggie dog as well as a small bag of chips 
and a pop. Come out and support us!
SLUGS AGM, SUNDAY FEBRUARY 
22, 2-4 pm, Knox Hall. Please see article 
this issue for details. Last reminder!
AGM NOTICE: Slocan Valley Historical 
Society will be holding its AGM on March 
12 at 7 pm in Village Council Chambers - 503 
Slocan Street, Slocan. Everyone welcome.

BALLROOM DANCE classes start 
February 24 and 26 in Silverton. Four 
weekly lessons $50. Choose Swing, Salsa, 
Foxtrot or Waltz. Take two classes receive 
10% discount. franwallis@redmtn.ca 
or 358-2448.

NAKUSP TRIPLEX FOR RENT. 3-4 
bedrooms. On acreage. 1200 sq. ft. $675/
mo. Appliances. 1-250-575-8867 or 1-250-
863-0886.
HOUSE FOR RENT IN SILVERTON. 
Two bedrooms. Pellet stove, washer, 
dryer, fridge, stove. $650.00 + utilities. 
250-358-7785.
OFFICE/STORE FOR RENT - 900+ sq. 
ft., as of June 1st, located at 204 Broadway 
St., Nakusp, BC. Contact Ernie @ 250-
265-4516.

AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING 
CONTAINERS 20 ft and 40 ft sizes. 
Kootenay Containers. Sales & Rentals. 
Castlegar. 250-365-3014.

YOGA WITH TYSON in Nakusp & 
Winlaw. Feldenkrais ‘Awareness Through 
Movement’ classes. Thai Massage physical 
therapy. 250-226-6826 thaitouch@
yahoo.com www.thaitouch.ca
YOGA IN SILVERTON - THE INWARD 
JOURNEY: Monday morning 9-10:30; 
Thursday 4–5:30 pm. Honour your body 
by reducing stress, building strength, 
flexibility and balance. Upper story of the 
fire hall in Silverton. Only 5 minutes from 
New Denver. Open to all levels. Come 
and share mindfulness and the exultation 
of inner flow.

CARE AIDE NEEDED with Care Aide 
Certificate or equivalent for mature disabled 
male. Four-hour shifts with job sharing. 
Part-time, weekends and back-up to start. 
Reply with brief resume to: Home Support 
Worker, Box 433, New Denver, BC  V0G 
1S0.
ARC PROGRAMS i s  accept ing 
applications for our Family Support & 
Youth Services Program, based in the 

community of Nakusp. This program 
provides direct intervention and support 
services to referred children, youth, and 
families in the communities of Nakusp, 
Arrow Lakes (south to Edgewater/
Needles, north to the Shelter Bay Ferry) 
and Slocan Valley (from Silverton north), 
in collaboration with the Ministry of 
Children and Family Development. For 
more detailed information regarding 
this posting, visit our website at www.
arcprograms.com

FOR INFORMATION ON AA, NA, 
OA, ACOA OR ALANON MEETINGS 
contact in New Denver: 358-7904 or 358-
7158; Nakusp 265-4216; Kaslo 353-2658; 
Slocan 355-2805; South Slocan 226-7705; 
Playmor Junction 359-7310.
NELSON & AREA ELDER ABUSE 
PREVENTION Resource Centre: 250-
352-6008 preventeldRabuse@sbdemail.
com / www.nelsonelderabuseprevention.
org. Drop-in Wednesdays 12-2 pm, 
719 Vernon Street, Nelson. Nelson and 
District Seniors Coordinating Society.

PERSONALIZED DOG CARE - 
WINLAW. Your dog’s home away from 
home, no kennels, acres of fenced play area 
and river swims. Call now to book your 
dog’s vacation. 1-250-448-6553, www.
barknrollinn.com.

Standard & Workplace First Aid 
(SWEFA): Sat & Sun Mar 7 & 8, 
8:30am-4:30pm, Passmore Hall, $190.
P.A.L. (Hunters - Possession and 
Acquisition License): Non-Restricted 
– Sat & Sun Mar 7 & 8, 9am–5pm, $99. 
Restricted – Monday Mar 9, 6-10pm, 
$65, Crescent Valley Hall.
Tumbleweeds: New session Mar 3-Apr 
21, 10-11:30am, $30, Pyramid Hall, 
Krestova.
Zumba: Wed’s Mar 4-Apr 22, 6-7pm, 
Crescent Valley Hall, $65 or $12 drop-in.

Personal Classifieds start at $8.00
Call 250-358-7218 for details

SLOCAN VALLEY RECREATION

226-0008
Business Classifieds start at $10.00

Call 250-358-7218 for details

SERVICES
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Support the Valley Voice with 
a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30 

Open Wednesday - Saturday 
10:30 am – 4:30 pm

Closed Sunday -Tuesday

Main Street, New Denver
250-358-2178

WINTER HOURS
9 AM - 9 PM

Kaslo Clothes Hanger

Open Wed - Sun

Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area. 
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

New Market Foods
518 6th Ave • New Denver
250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290

email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm

Advertise in the 
Valley Voice

It pays!!!
• Call 358-7218 for 

details • 

email: 
valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

Legendary 
Meats 

Custom 
Cutting

Open for the 2014 Cutting 
Season

Call now to book your appointment
Phone/Fax 250.226.7803
www.legendarymeats.ca
2826 Hwy 6, Slocan Park

358-7769

AvA’S  
Hair Studio

Far right entrance of the Wild Rose Building in Rosebery

OPEN YEAR-ROUND

HAIR

Certified by the Province of BC to test drinking water

H. A. Benson Inc.
Chartered Accountant
119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0

Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: howard@habenson.ca

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY Bikes, Skis, 
Snowshoes

Sales and 
Maintenance 

Call Shon
250-265-3332

shonsbs@gmail.com

Your ad could 
be here for only 

$11.00 + GST

CLASSIFIED/COMMUNITY

RENTAL WANTED - Sarah, Mark, and 
Sequoia Jeffreys are seeking a furnished 
summer rental in the Slocan from mid/late 
May to early August. Ideally, we would like 
to rent a place in New Denver or Silverton 
close to the lake, but as in past summers, we 
are open to possibilities from Red Mtn Rd 
up to Hills. Please contact us, by email at 
markjeffreys@yahoo.com or by phone 
at (801) 910-1532, if you have or know 
of an availability suitable for two adults and 
a little girl with no pets. We look forward 
to being back!
COUPLE FROM CANMORE looking 
for a house to rent for the summer from the 
beginning of June to end August, preferably 
in New Denver or Silverton. Please feel 

free to contact us if you have any leads 
or have a place to rent! Heather and Mike 
Bishop - bishop.heather1@gmail.com 
or 403-968-2944.
ANDREW RHODES needs a ride to 
Kelowna on February 25 for a doctor’s 
appointment at around 2 pm. One way 
would be fine, so would a return trip. Please 
contact Andrew at 250-358-7985 or at 
danceswithandy@gmail.com. Share 
gas and driving.

WANTED

submitted
Award winning Canadian author 

and social activist Naomi Klein is 
coming to the West Kootenay in April 
to speak about her new book, This 
Changes Everything: Capitalism vs. 
the Climate, a powerful analysis of the 
causal relationship between capitalism 
and climate change. 

The Selkirk College Mir Centre for 
Peace Lecture Series event will take 
place at the Brilliant Cultural Centre 
in Castlegar on April 11. Tickets are 
now on sale, available at three Selkirk 
College bookstores (Castlegar, Tenth 
Street and Silver King) or with credit 
card payment by phone (250-365-
1281); or at Otter Books in Nelson (cash 
and cheques only). Cost is $32 for adults 
and $26 for students/seniors.

“We’re thrilled to have Naomi as 
part of this year’s series of speakers,” 
says lecture series co-ordinator Cara-

Naomi Klein brings climate change debate to Castlegar 
Lee Malange. “Her work as journalist, 
author and activist is well known across 
Canada and the world. We feel her 
talk will really resonate with people 
in our region and stimulate wide-scale 
discussion and action with the climate 
change debate.”

Released in 2014, Klein’s latest 
offering is a New York Times non-
fiction bestseller and winner of the 
Hilary Weston Writers’ Trust Prize 
for Nonfiction. In This Changes 
Everything, Klein exposes the myths 
that are clouding the climate debate 
by offering a compelling critique that 
an unregulated global market system 
is directly responsible for warming 
the planet to levels that threaten our 
existence, and that time is running out. 
Klein further argues that climate change 
could become a catalyzing force for 
positive change as it possibly one of 
the best arguments “progressives have 

ever had to demand the rebuilding and 
reviving of local economies.”

“This will be a wonderful 
opportunity for people to listen to a 
world renowned author/activist who 
is successfully stimulating discussion 
about climate change and who 
ultimately offers an optimistic message 
in the face of crisis,” says Malange. 
“We expect a full house in April and are 
looking forward to the impression she 
will leave on our communities.”

Klein’s previous book, The 
Shock Doctrine: The Rise of Disaster 
Capitalism, was published worldwide 
in 2007 and sold more than a million 
copies in print. The Montreal-based 
author’s first book, No Logo: Taking 
Aim at the Brand Bullies, propelled her 
to international stage and was named 
one of the hundred most important 
Canadian books ever published by the 
Literary Review of Canada.
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ENVIRONMENT

Appointments can be scheduled by contacting 
his Nelson office at 250-352-5135

Dr. Brennan comes to New Denver and Nakusp every week:
Slocan Community Health Centre on Wednesday Afternoons

Arrow Lakes Hospital on Thursday Mornings
Neck Pain, Back Pain, Headaches, Shoulder 

Pain, Foot Pain, Hip Pain

Dr. Michael Brennan • Chiropractor
Over 10 years experience

info

Your ad could 
be here for only 

$11.00 + GST

Open 1 pm to 4:30 pm Tues. to Sat.

Fresh Florist Arrangements  
                   by Darlene
Green Acres Ventures

Weddings & Everyday Flowers
Delivery available 250-265-1379

email: greenacres@live.ca • www.greenacresnakusp.ca

submitted
Kootenay demand for local 

food is on the rise. A recent Rural 
Development Institute poll found 
that Basin residents not only want 
a local diet, but 69 percent are also 
prepared to pay a premium for local 
foods. With our region’s farmers 
among the oldest in the country, the 
market seems to be calling out for 
more young farmers to help meet 
demand. 

The catch is that aspiring young 
farmers face a wide range of barriers 
to getting established, from a lack 
of good training options to the high 
cost of farmland. 

In a blog post published this 
week, former Nelson-Creston MLA 
and longtime organic farmer Corky 
Evans makes a compelling plea 
on behalf of young and aspiring 

Land Linking events match-make farmers and landowners 
Kootenay farmers. 

“The land I live on in Winlaw 
cost $10,000 in 1972. It is now 
appraised at $400,000… or 40 
times as much as I paid,” writes the 
one-time Minister of Agriculture 
and Food. “In 1972 an unskilled 
labourer in the Kootenays (as I was 
then) made approximately $600 a 
month. In order for a young person 
today to have a proportionally equal 
chance to acquire and pay off the 
same piece of land, they would have 
to earn 40 times $600, or $24,000 
a month.”

Evans’ article is part of an 
effort to promote a province-wide 
series of ‘Land Linking’ events. 
Young Agrarians, a BC-based 
young farmer network, is hosting 
the events to build networks of 
support around transitioning the 

province’s farmland to the next 
generation. Young Agrarians work 
involves advocacy for innovations 
like regional farmland trusts and 
practical, short-term strategies like 
‘match-making’ land-seekers and 
land-owners.

Land Linking events combine 
a practical workshop on the ins 
and outs of alternative land access 
arrangements (options like leasing 
and licensing land) with a potluck 
social. 

“Our main hope is to create 
opportunities for people with land 
and people looking for land to 
connect with each other,” says 
Laura Hannant, Kootenay Young 
Agrarians Co-ordinator and Creston 
Valley farmer. 

“By hosting the workshops 
and sharing resources, like our BC 

Land Access Guide, we also hope 
to connect people with the kind of 
information that can help make a 
land match work well and last over 
time.” 

These Kootenay Land Linking 
workshops will be held from 1 to 
6 pm in Winlaw on February 12 
and in Invermere on February 14. 
Workshops will be followed by 
potluck socials open to all. A more 
informal gathering will be held 
in Creston on February 21. All 
events are free or by donation. For 
more information and to register, 
visit youngagrarians.org/growing-
kootenay-farmers-february-2015-
events/ or call 1-888-730-0452 
ext. 301.

Kootenay Land Linking partners 
include the Real Estate Foundation 
of BC, Columbia Basin Trust, West 

Kootenay Permaculture Co-op, 
Vallican Whole, Imagine Invermere, 
and Windermere District Farmers’ 
Institute. 

For updates about these events 
and Young Agrarians, join us on 
Facebook | Young Agrarians; Twitter 
| @youngagrarians and #landlinking; 
Instagram | @youngagrarians or 
contact Laura Hannant, kootenays@
youngagrarians.org or 604-800-
2773.
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Concrete, stone, and tile
Interior and Exterior

• Power trowel concrete 
finishing

• Concrete stamping and 
acid staining

• Forming
• Tile setting
• Cultured and natural 

stone installation

Creative masonry 
solutions for your home 

and business.

Patrick Baird
250-354-8562

www.elementconcrete.ca

24th Kaslo Jazz Etc Summer Music Festival

July 31 - August 2, 2015   •   250-353-7577   •   www.kaslojazzfest.com
Special Early Bird Rates for Valley Voice Readers – 50 tickets only – https://kaslojazzfest.tickit.ca/valleyvoice 

submitted
Change is in the air for the Kaslo 

Jazz Etc Festival in 2015.
“We’ve strayed very little from 

our essential format in the last 24 
years, and we think it’s time to try 
something new,” said Executive 
Director Jimi Holland.

For this year’s BC Day event, 
the festival grounds will be opened 
up to the community during the day. 
Access to the site will be free until late 
afternoon, and the evenings will be 
reserved for ticketed programming. 
Tickets will be more affordable, and 
the festival grounds will be open 
longer.

There will be more activities 
and entertainment for the whole 
family, including intimate workshops 
on site with some of the festival’s 
most exciting musicians. As always, 
there will be a diverse selection of 
exceptional and unique music, an 
array of food, beverage, and craft 
vendors, all in the beautiful scenic 
beach surroundings of Kaslo Bay 
Park.

“At the Kaslo Jazz Etc Festival, 
we have always endeavoured to 
seek out and present highly skilled, 
and often lesser-known performers 

who display a high level of artistic 
mastery. Our goal has been to provide 
an enriching environment where our 
patrons can explore and appreciate a 
range of music in a natural, laid-back 
environment,” said Holland.

The festival’s signature floating 
stage is situated in Kaslo Bay, a 
sheltered enclave that forms a natural 
amphitheatre. “We use top of the 
line production from PB Pro-Audio 
& Lighting to create an auditory 
experience that even discerning 
audiophiles appreciate,” says 
Holland. “Our goal is not to provide 
an elite musical experience, just 
an excellent one. Being accessible 
to everyone, jazz fans or not, is 
important to us.”

Many people are surprised to 
learn that traditional jazz comprises 
a relatively small portion of the 
festival’s programming. “We call it a 
jazz festival because jazz represents 
something far broader than just a 
genre of music,” says Holland. “Yes, 
there is a musical style that is most 
often associated with ‘jazz,’ but what 
makes jazz work, what animates it, 
is the universality of the musical 
language.”

Louis Armstrong, while being 

interviewed on Bing Crosby’s TV 
show, said, “Well, we used to call 
it syncopation, then they called it 
ragtime, then blues, then jazz. Now, 
it’s swing. White folks – yo’all sho 
is a mess!”

Another expert in the field, 
trombonist J. J. Johnson said, “Jazz is 
restless. It won’t stay put and it never 
will.” And Duke Ellington, when 

Kaslo Jazz Festival announces changes for 2015
asked to explain jazz to a perplexed 
audience said, “It’s all music.”

“The Kaslo Jazz Etc Society’s 
hope is to ultimately explore and 
expand the appreciation of what music 
can be,” said Holland. “We want to 
share this with as many people in as 
many ways as we can. So this year, we 
have decided to take things in a totally 
new direction. We’re opening our 

gates, providing free programming 
and site access, including more multi-
disciplinary performances. We’re 
improvising. Like jazz.”

The Jazz Fest has a special 
offer for Valley Voice readers. Go 
to https://kaslojazzfest.tickit.ca/
valleyvoice for early bird weekend 
passes at an excellent price. Only 50 
available.

by Jan McMurray
Dan Miles, current principal of 

JV Humphries School in Kaslo, has 
landed the job of principal of the first 
BC offshore school in Japan.

He and his wife, Shelley, are 
moving to Tokyo next month.

“I’m ready for a new challenge 
and am quite excited about it,” he 
said.

Recipient  of  a  Canadian 
Outstanding Principal Award last 
year, Dan has been very involved in 
developing the new BC Education 
Plan. “I believe strongly in what 
we do and what we stand for in 
education in BC, so it’s an amazing 
honour to be part of establishing the 
first offshore school in Japan.”

BC’s Offshore Schools Program 
was established in 1998 and is 
growing. The BC curriculum is now 
offered in 43 offshore schools in eight 
countries, with more than 10,300 
students. Students who graduate 

Tokyo bound: Kaslo principal Dan Miles makes a big move 
from the offshore schools receive 
a Dogwood Diploma, allowing 
them to enter BC’s post-secondary 
system. Historically, approximately 
200 students per year who graduate 
from a BC offshore school go on to 
attend a BC post-secondary institute.

Dan starts the new job on April 
1, and there are 20 students enrolled 
so far. “We’re open to having more 
students in the first year – there is 
a ministry representative in Japan 
doing a recruiting drive as we speak.”

Dan is on a team of four BC 
educators who will open the grades 
10-12 offshore school on April 1. 
The program will be offered in 
a regular high school in Tokyo. 
“Subject to enrollment, we might 
be looking at hiring more teachers. 
This is a great opportunity for young 
BC teachers, so they can get in touch 
with me if they’re interested.” Only 
BC certified teachers are eligible to 
teach at BC offshore schools.

Dan will also be involved in 
opening other new BC offshore 
schools in Japan as the demand 
increases. He says the program has 
exploded in China, starting with 17 
students the first year, growing to 
250 students the second year and 
jumping to 800 students the third 

year. “We’re looking at that kind of 
growth potential,” he said.

Dan has accepted a two-year 
contract. “But we keep hearing 
wonderful things about Japan, so who 
knows?” he says. “We look forward 
to returning to Kaslo to retire, but 
this is a fabulous opportunity for us.”

Dan Rude, currently principal 
of Crawford Bay, will be the new 
principal of JV Humphries, Jewett 
School, Lakeside Learning Centre 
and Kaslo Homelinks as of March 
30.

by Jan McMurray
Although one of the physicians 

recently hired for Kaslo, Dr. Allen, 
is on an unexpected leave, Interior 

Dan Miles, current principal of JV Humphries 
School in Kaslo, has landed the job of principal 

of the first BC offshore school in Japan.

Kaslo down one physician
Health says they don’t anticipate any 
changes to current services.

Dr. Curtis Bell, IH executive 
medical director for community 
and residential, said that Kaslo’s 
other full-time permanent physician, 
Dr. Fontaine, will continue to see 
scheduled patients and cover the 
emergency department at the health 
centre. There is also visiting (locum) 
physician coverage supporting these 
services. “People will continue to 
have access to a doctor in Kaslo,” 
said Bell.
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