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by Art Joyce
What does it  take to get 

government to enforce its own 
environmental laws? West Coast 
Environmental Law (WCEL) – the 
organization supporting Marilyn 
Burgoon’s citizen-initiated lawsuit 
against the Province of BC and 
Executive Flight Centre in the 
Lemon Creek spill – is asking for the 
public’s support in urging the federal 
government to take over prosecution 
of the case. Burgoon explained 
that WCEL is urging the federal 
Department of Justice to prosecute 
due to the prohibitive legal costs. 

“Our suggestion is simply that 
this is a huge expense to ask any 
member of the public to take on but 
if Marilyn does go forward we’ll 
give whatever support we can,” says 
Andrew Gage, senior legal counsel 
for WCEL. “But it really is the 
government’s job to prosecute. Let’s 
invite the government to do its job.” 

Gage declined to offer an 
estimate of what the potential costs 
could be. Burgoon has had long 
experience with environmental 
cases in her association with Perry 
Ridge Water Users Association and 
is no stranger to the burden of court 
costs. “You’re talking many days in 
court,” she says. “Every day that you 
litigate is a huge amount of money. 
I’d fundraise and do the best I could, 
of course, but this is what a public 
defender should be doing.”

The BC government concluded 
that, “the evidence obtained did 
not satisfy the necessary criteria 
to recommend charges.” Not 
necessarily. Lilina Lysenko, the 
Trail-based lawyer representing 

Burgoon, said the driver who had 
the accident was the second driver 
to follow the Province’s incorrect 
directions, yet no one corrected the 
problem even though the earlier 
driver had reported it. Gage added 
that Judge McKimm’s ruling made 
it clear that there are grounds for a 
case and further, that the Province of 
BC is implicated. By choosing not to 
proceed with prosecution so far, the 
provincial government has placed 
itself in a conflict of interest, leaving 
a private citizen like Burgoon to 
force the issue.

A Tyee article online quoted 
Lysenko as saying: “Justice needs 
to be seen to be done. We have 
environmental legislation for a 
reason. If there’s no enforcement, 
there’s no motivation for a large 
corporation to do the best they can.” 
The Public Prosecution Service of 
Canada (PPSC) was given notice as 
soon as the case began and a lawyer 
from the federal office attended the 
hearing in Nelson that led to Judge 
McKimm’s decision. The PPSC 
could step in at any time. 

Gage says private prosecutions 
in Canada are rare, and “almost 
unheard of” in BC, so there isn’t a 
lot of precedent for these cases. In 
BC the typical policy is to ‘stay’ 
such prosecutions, meaning the 
government exercises its option not 
to proceed with the case. It’s for this 
reason WCEL is urging the federal 
Justice Department to take up the 
prosecution. Gage believes the recent 
federal emphasis on enforcement of 
the Fisheries Act offers hope that 
there will be a favourable reception 
to the initiative. An example is 

Alexandra Morton’s case against the 
Marine Harvest fish farm company, 
which the federal government took 
over and won.

“Up till now the provincial 
government could pretend there 
wasn’t a problem and it would all 
just go away but now they have to 
admit there is a problem,” says Gage.

WCEL is asking the public to 
send messages to federal Attorney 
General  Peter  MacKay and 
provincial Attorney General Suzanne 

Anton, saying: “When thousands 
of litres of jet fuel are spilled into 
pristine fish-bearing waters, I expect 
the government to take action.”  

Burgoon says other communities 
across the province are watching 
the Lemon Creek case hopefully, 
particularly in light of last year’s 
Mt. Polley mine tailings disaster. 
She points to the “positivity of the 
responses across the province and 
how people are encouraged that we 
did get the judge to see there was a 

Federal government urged to take on Lemon Creek case
contravention of the Fisheries Act. 
People are really concerned that this 
could happen in their community.” 
At the same time, events like Lemon 
Creek and Mt. Polley have fuelled a 
widespread distrust of government 
to do what’s right. 

To send a message in support 
of the federal government taking 
over prosecution of the case, visit 
the link at WCEL: http://wcel.org/
resources/environmental-law-alert/
demand-justice-lemon-creek

Unplug & Play Week kicked off in New Denver with a Kitchen Party Sing Along at the Apple Tree on January 24. Musicians Noel and Rebecca 
Fudge, new to New Denver, took the lead and kept the crowd singing. Watch for posters with other fun activities this week, including a disco 
skate at the Silverton Curling Rink tonight and free night skiing and tubing at Summit Lake Ski Hill on Friday night. Unplug & Play Week is 

sponsored by several local organizations that want to encourage less screen time and more play time.
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by Jan McMurray
The BC Ministry of Forests, Lands 

and Natural Resource Operations 
has announced that in order to save 
mountain caribou herds under threat 
from wolf predation in the South Selkirk 
Mountains and in the South Peace, 
up to 184 wolves will be shot from 
helicopters before the snow melts.

In our area in the South Selkirks, 
the plan is to kill up to 24 wolves. In 
the South Peace, the goal is to kill 120-
160 wolves.

The South Selkirks mountain 
caribou herd has dwindled to 18 
animals, down from 46 in 2009. 

A government press release states 
that habitat recovery continues to be an 
important part of caribou recovery, but 
cannot address the critical needs of these 
herds in the short term.

The government announcement 
has brought on quite a response from 
environmental groups.

Wildsight and Conservation 
Northwest, two of the environmental 
organizations that participated in the 
development of the BC government’s 
Mounta in  Car ibou Recovery 
Implementation Plan, have issued a 
joint statement where they reluctantly 
endorse the wolf cull in the South 
Selkirks.

“We are very concerned and 
generally do not support predator 

control as a management tool except 
in rare and extreme cases involving 
endangered species. Predators are 
often scapegoated and pay the price for 
human caused habitat loss and when 
government policies result in reduction 
of ungulate species. We share the public 
sentiment against wolf kills. But we 
recognize that in some rare cases it may 
be necessary to keep a globally unique 
animal like mountain caribou on the 
landscape and, in so doing maintain 
its protected habitats. It’s a short term, 
desperate strategy to grow herds and 
heal degraded habitat to the point where 
predation is less of an issue.”

A press release from Wolf 
Awareness Inc., a non-profit charitable 
foundation, states: “Caribou are in this 
situation because of us, not because 
of wolves. The Province has allowed 

energy and recreation industries 
to destroy critical caribou habitat, 
facilitating predation by wolves which 
would otherwise be less able to access 
remote caribou herds. Despite scientific 
consensus on the interaction between 
habitat destruction and predation, 
the government allowed destructive 
activities to continue for more than 50 
years. As a consequence of our neglect, 
we are left in a conservation dilemma: is 
it appropriate to kill one species in the 
name of legal protection of another? The 
answer to this question is simpler than 
the overall solution – critical habitat 
must be preserved in the first place.”

The local Valhalla Wilderness 
Watch also weighed in with a press 
release entitled, ‘BC’s mountain caribou 
recovery plan is failing disastrously.’ 
The release states that there were an 

Government announces wolf cull to save mountain caribou
estimated 1,885 mountain caribou 
in BC when the recovery plan was 
announced in 2008, and now there are 
only 1,500. The goal of the plan was 
to increase caribou numbers to 2,500 
within 20 years. 

Valhalla Wilderness Watch is 
very critical of the recovery plan’s 
Snowmobile Management Agreements, 
which “allow snowmobile clubs 
to develop plans to voluntarily 
stay out of caribou habitat and 
monitor themselves.” The release 
states that government scientists 
have extensive documentation of 
snowmobile trespasses in the South 
Purcells and other areas, “yet the 
political level of government is turning 
a blind eye.”

The organization claims that 
extensive areas recommended by 

government scientists to be closed 
to snowmobiles have been left open. 
Craig Pettitt, Valhalla Wilderness 
Watch chairperson, has determined 
that in some cases, the caribou’s winter 
habitat has been split up between 
the caribou and the snowmobiles, 
with the snowmobiles getting the 
best caribou habitat, and the caribou 
expected to use steep areas where the 
snowmobiles can’t go.

“The Recovery Plan took 
some laudable steps forward, but 
almost every aspect of it has been 
hollowed out by numerous concessions 
to vested interests. Mountain caribou 
are tragically disappearing, and the 
government is shamelessly using 
wolves as a scapegoat for what it hasn’t 
done to protect the caribou,” concludes 
Valhalla Wilderness Watch.

by Jan McMurray
Donna Gibbons is the new nurse 

practitioner in New Denver. 
A nurse practitioner is an experienced 

nurse with advanced medical training 
who can provide primary medical care, 
much like a family doctor. 

Donna has been working five days a 
week at the clinic in New Denver since 
December. In the spring, she will start 
working one or two days a week at the 
Wellness Centre in Slocan, and three to 
four days in New Denver.

She says she is looking forward to 
setting up the “beautiful space” at the 
Wellness Centre in Slocan.

She also thinks highly of the clinic 
and staff in New Denver. “New Denver 
is well covered, with two fantastic 
doctors who have most of the population 
under their care,” she says. “I feel really 
lucky to be working with doctors as 
skilled as the ones in New Denver.”

However, the two New Denver 
doctors have full practices and are 
not accepting new patients. “So that’s 
part of the reason this area got a nurse 
practitioner,” she said. “In a month and 
a half of practice, I’m really busy, so I’m 
delighted!”

Donna comes to us from Edmonton, 

Introducing Donna Gibbons, nurse practitioner in New Denver and Slocan
where she lived for 30 years. She says the 
move to New Denver is a dream come 
true – she has been wanting to move to 
the community ever since she discovered 
it 20 years ago.

Donna, her husband and five 
children found New Denver when 
they were looking for opportunities to 
hike, bike, and camp reasonably close 
to Edmonton. “The first time we drove 
in to New Denver about 20 years ago, I 
remember saying to Kevin, ‘I wonder 
if they need a midwife here.’ I knew 
I wanted to move here the first time I 
saw it.”

Donna started her health care 
career as a midwife. While doing her 
undergraduate degree in linguistics 
and computer science in Toronto, she 
attended a home birth and found her 
calling. She apprenticed under two 
midwives in Edmonton, and completed 
a Masters degree in nursing (advanced 
practical obstetrics) at the University of 
Alberta. After many years as a midwife, 
Donna wanted to broaden her scope 
of practice, so she decided to take the 
nurse practitioner program. She worked 
as a nurse practitioner at the high risk 
Maternal Fetal Medicine Clinic at the 
Lois Hale Hospital for Women, and then 
in family practice.

A nurse practitioner can provide 
regular check-ups for adults and 
children; diagnose and treat illnesses 

and injuries; manage chronic conditions 
like diabetes; order and interpret lab tests, 
x-rays, ultrasounds, etc.; prescribe most 
medications; provide prenatal care and 
family planning; refer to medical and 
other specialists; and give advice on 

health issues.
Donna has a special interest in 

alternative and complementary medicine.
To make an appointment, call the 

New Denver Medical Clinic at 250-
358-7211.

Donna Gibbons is the new nurse practitioner in New Denver. 

by Jan McMurray
A Private Member’s Bill requiring 

health warning labels on packaging 
for cell phones and other wireless 
devices is expected to be introduced 
in the House of Commons by Oakville 
(Ontario) MP Terence Young.

“This is not a partisan bill, it is 
one that affects every party,” said 
Young. “Members across Canada are 
hearing from our constituents that 
they don’t want our amazing 21st 
century communications to cause a 
21st century health crisis. It’s time 
to label the packages with the same 
warnings the manufacturers already 
put in fine print.”

Ontario MP working on health warning labels for cell phones and wireless devices
Young held a press conference 

January 19, where he said the bill was 
inspired by a grassroots group based 
in Oakville, C4ST. He said the group 
has found many studies pointing to 
health risks such as testicular and 
brain cancer from using wireless 
devices. “The results of the studies are 
deeply troubling and require action,” 
he said.

Although warnings are currently 
issued with cell phones, Young says 
the vast majority of users haven’t seen 
them. “They are in the little booklet 
that comes in the package, but no one 
reads it,” he said. “This act will make 
people more aware of the health risks.”

Existing warnings that come with 
cell phones advise keeping the device 
anywhere from half an inch to an inch 
away from the body.

Young’s bill outlines penalties 
of up to $100,000 per day and/or 

imprisonment up to six months per 
day of the offence. Young called this 
“an effective deterrent.”

“Let’s change the way Canadians 
examine and think about technology,” 
he concluded.

Terence Young is known for 
championing a new law enacted in 
2014 that requires pharmaceutical 
companies to better label serious 
side effects from their pills. The 
law, known as Vanessa’s Law, was 
passed after Young’s teenage daughter 
Vanessa died of a heart attack from a 
medication she was taking. On the 
heels of that improvement in safety 
warnings on pharmaceuticals, Young 
has now shifted his focus to warning 
labels on cell phones and other 
wireless devices because the World 
Health Organization has determined 
them to be a ‘possible carcinogen,’ 
the same category as lead and DDT.

Support the Valley Voice with a 
voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30 
Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70

New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0
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ULRIKE ZOBEL, LAWYER
PRACTISE RESTRICTED TO: 

CRIMINAL & FAMILY LAW
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
208 Broadway St., Nakusp, BC

 250-265-4372 • 1-877-265-4372
www.ulrikezobel.com

Serving the Arrow and Slocan Lakes

Nakusp Rotary Club
Meets Wednesdays at 5:45 pm 

at Gabi’s Restaurant • 211 - 6th Ave NW

Community Calendar

MEN with BROOMS
CHIMNEY SWEEPS
250-265-4134

Insurance Inspections & Installations of  
Wood Burning Appliances

WETT Certified • WorkSafe BC
Bonded • Insured

Thursday, January 29
Nakusp & District Chamber AGM   Chumley’s Restaurant 7 pm
Wednesday, February 4
PALS Annual General Meeting       Nakusp Public Library 7 pm
Thursday, February 5
Let’s Eat Together   Winlaw StrongStart Centre 10 am-noon
Friday, February 6
Movie Night at the Bosun  Bosun Hall, New Denver 7 pm
Saturday, February 7
Annual Stew Night   Burton Hall  6 pm
Winter Blues Boogie Silverton Memorial Hall 8 pm
Monday, February 9
BC Family Day  Everywhere in the province All Day
Winter in the Forest Festival Kaslo    10 am-3 pm
Tuesday, February 10
Old Fire Hall Collective Meeting     Lucerne School Library 6:30 pm
New Denver council Council Chambers  7 pm
Kaslo council  Council Chambers   7 pm
Slocan council  Council Chambers  7 pm
Nakusp council  Council Chambers  6:30 pm
Wednesday, February 11
International Student Info Meeting  Lucerne School Library 7 pm
Thursday, February 12
Old Fire Hall Collective Meeting     Selkirk College 6:30 pm
International Student Info Meeting  NSS Library  7 pm
Silverton council  Council Chambers  7 pm
Saturday, February 14
CKCA Grant Writing Workshop  Silverton Fire Hall 1-3 pm

SHELLEY BORTNICK, 
MSW, RSW

Individual, couple and 
family therapist

25+ years experience
Offers counselling services involving 

mental health (depression, anxiety, 
etc.), addictions, grief and loss, 
trauma and life transition issues

For appointment, please call 
250-265-3397

by Jan McMurray
Conservation Officers had to come 

to New Denver on Thursday, January 22 
to kill two cougar kittens that had been 
left without their mother.

“They were having significant 
difficulties feeding themselves, and they 
were wasting away,” said Conservation 
Officer Blair Thin. “It’s better to 

euthanize them quickly and humanely, as 
opposed to letting them suffer. Starving 
is a horrible way to go.”

Thin reported that the mother and 
two kittens had been hanging around 
a private property just outside New 
Denver, and had slaughtered some of 
the property owner’s rabbits. Shortly 
after his rabbits were killed, the property 

Conservation officers kill two cougar kittens in New Denver after mother harvested
owner discovered that the cougar kittens 
had taken up residence under a shipping 
container on his property, and the mother 
was no longer with them. He realized 
that the mother had been killed when he 
found out a 90-pound female cougar had 
recently been harvested by a local hunter 
on the property adjacent to his. 

Thin said Conservation Officers 

investigated whether or not the mother 
had been harvested illegally. “Our 
investigation ruled out an illegal harvest 
– we were unable to prove it either way,” 
he said. “There were no witnesses or 
people willing to provide information 
about the hunt other than the person who 
harvested the cougar, and that hunter is 
saying the animal was not accompanied 
by any kits.”

It is illegal to harvest mother cougars 
that are accompanied by their young. 
Thin said that these kits were younger 
than six months old, so there was a good 
chance the mother would be out hunting 
without them. 

“It’s next to impossible to determine 
if a cougar is a mother if her kits are not 
with her,” said Thin. He explained that 
cougar hunters usually use hounds to 
chase the cougar up a tree, so they can’t 
see if the cat is nursing.

“Cougar hunters just have to do as 
much as they can to determine that they 
are not harvesting a female with kits. 
It’s obvious if the kits are present, but 
if not, they have to look for other signs, 
like tracks in the area that would indicate 
offspring,” he said.

Thin reports that the Conservation 
Officers don’t run into this situation very 
often. He said most cougar hunting is 
trophy hunting, so hunters are going after 
big males. In this particular case, though, 

he said the hunter killed the 90-lb. female 
cougar for the meat.

To deal with the two kittens, 
Conservation Officers used a ‘predator 
call’ to draw them out from underneath 
the shipping container and then shot 
them. A predator call is an electronic 
device that mimics a rabbit in distress or 
a cougar mother – something that would 
attract the animals. “We set it all up a safe 
distance away,” explained Thin. “It’s a 
safe way to deal with animals.”submitted

Artists in all disciplines, as well as 
arts, culture and heritage organizations, 
are invited to apply for funding through 
the Columbia Kootenay Cultural 
Alliance (CKCA), which delivers the 
Arts, Culture and Heritage Program on 
behalf of Columbia Basin Trust.

“We’re proud that for 18 years 
we’ve been able to partner with the 
Trust to provide support for arts and 
heritage projects across the Basin,” said 
Jacquie Hamilton, CKCA Chair. “These 
programs provide an opportunity 
for people involved in these areas to 
embark on new projects, improve their 
skills, share their talents and more.”

For 2015/16, CKCA is receiving 
$706,000 from the Trust. Funding is 
available for: individuals and groups 
through community arts councils; 
minor capital projects; touring; arts 
and heritage mentoring/master classes; 
organizational development; major 
projects; artists in education; major 
exhibitions; major heritage capital 

CKCA and the Trust announce grant programs 
projects; and new heritage projects. 
Applications are adjudicated once a year 
by local arts councils and the CKCA 
steering committee.

“The benefits of having a thriving 
arts, culture and heritage sector extend 
to all the residents of the Basin,” said 
Lynda Lafleur, CBT Community 
Liaison. “Congratulations to CKCA 
in their efforts toward building 
sustainability for artists in the region.”

Find out more and get application 
forms by visiting www.basinculture.
com, contacting your local community 
arts council or phoning CKCA at 250-
505-5505 or 1-877-505-7355.

Applications must be received by 
March 6 or March 20, depending on 
the program.

To assist those interested in 
applying for grants, Krista Patterson 
and Natasha Smith of the CKCA will 
present workshops on how to apply 
and what to expect from the application 
process. 

Individuals of all artistic disciplines 

are invited to attend the workshops, 
as well as arts, culture and heritage 
organizations residing in the Columbia 
Basin.

Workshops are free but pre-
registration is required. Locations, dates 
and times in this area are: Silverton: 
Saturday, Feb. 21, 10:30 am-12:30 pm 
in the fire hall meeting room behind the 
Silverton Gallery; hosted by the Slocan 
Lake Gallery Society. Trail: Saturday, 
Feb. 14, 10:30 am-12:30 pm, Selkirk 
College, Room 115, 900 Helena Street 
off Cedar Ave. Revelstoke: Sunday, 
Feb. 22, 10 am-noon, Okanagan 
College, Room 105, 1401 W. First 
Street. Online workshops: Friday Feb. 
20, 2-4 pm and Tuesday Feb. 24, 6-8 
pm. To register, email wkracassistant@
telus.net or call 1-250-505-5505; toll 
free 1-877-505-7355.

More information, funding policies 
and program application forms are 
available online at www.basinculture.
com, or from local community arts 
councils.

submitted
Premier Christy Clark stepped up 

and championed the forest industry 
when she reaffirmed her support for 
funding the Forestry Service Providers 
Compensation Fund recognizing its 
significance to the forest industry and 
BC’s rural communities, says the Truck 
Loggers’ Association.

Forest contractors are small, 

Premier supports funding of the  Forestry Service Providers Compensation Fund
locally owned businesses. When these 
companies are left in the lurch by a 
tenure holder that becomes insolvent, 
the whole community suffers. “We’ve 
seen this happen more than once,” said 
TLA president Don Banasky. “And we 
know that the ripples are felt throughout 
our communities.

“This is another step towards 
building real contractor sustainability… 

I will be looking for a specific funding 
mechanism when the government 
delivers another balanced budget.”

“We’ve already seen one claim 
processed last year and there are four 
new claims seeking compensation,” said 
David Elstone, TLA Executive Director. 
“This illustrates that even in today’s 
markets an ongoing funding mechanism 
is critical for contractor sustainability.” 

The TLA represents more than 440 
independent forest contractors and their 
suppliers operating on the coast of British 
Columbia. 

submitted
Did you know an estimated 30 

million men, women and children 
are victims of slavery and oppression 
throughout the world, more than there 
has ever been in history?

A group of local individuals 
and some of our area’s most notable 
musicians will host a dinner and concert 
to raise awareness and financial support 
to free modern day slaves. The event is 
planned for January 31 at the Junction 
Church (2480 Eden Road by Mt. Sentinel 
School) from 5 to 11 pm.

This event coincides with the 
passing of Pete Seeger one year ago this 
January. An inspiring artist and justice 
seeker himself, Seeger’s music will be 
the theme of the night. Musicians will 
cover his songs in their own unique style, 
and will play some of their originals. 

All money raised from this event 
will be given directly to International 
Justice Mission, a global organization 
protecting the poor from violence 
throughout the developing world. IJM 
partners with local authorities to rescue 
victims of violence, bring criminals to 
justice, restore survivors, and strengthen 
justice systems. The goal is to raise 

Justice at the Junction to host Pete 
Seeger Memorial concert as fundraiser

enough for one rescue mission, which 
costs an estimated $4,500.

Tickets, which include dinner and 
the concert, are $40 each and must be 
purchased in advance. They are available 
at Eddy’s Music in Nelson, The Biggest 
Little Fruit Stand in Castlegar (in the 
McDonald’s strip mall) and Gaia Tree in 
Winlaw or contact justiceatthejunction@
telus.net or 250-354-9749. For further 
information about the event and the 
bands, go to www.justiceatthejunction.
org or call Alex at 250-226-7581.
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OPINION

EDITORIAL / LETTERS POLICY
The Valley Voice welcomes letters to the editor and community news 

articles from our readers. 
Letters and articles should be no longer than 500 words and may be 

edited. We reserve the right to reject any submitted material.
Please mark your letter “LETTER TO THE EDITOR.” Include your 

address and daytime phone number for verification purposes.
We will not knowingly publish any letter that is defamatory or libelous. 

We will not publish anonymous letters or letters signed with pseudonyms, 
except in extraordinary circumstances.

Opinions expressed in published letters are those of the author and not 
necessarily those of the Valley Voice.

The Ingrid Rice cartoon is a satirical look at current events in politics and is sponsored by the Kaslo Hotel. The Hotel does not necessarily share the political views of  the artist.

430 Front Street, Kaslo, BC
250-353-7714

Treat your Sweetie to a special 3-course Valentine’s dinner at the Kaslo Hotel! 
Call 250-353-7714 to reserve a romantic table for two!

Recommended 
reading: Deep 
Economy by Bill 
McKibben

Susan Eyre’s recent letter re: 
climate change really resonated with 
me. Why? Because I’ve just read Deep 
Economy by Bill McKibben.

I urge Susan and all concerned 
grandparents to read this book, which 
not only addresses the root cause of 
the crisis but illuminates and proposes 
workable solutions. Once you’ve read 
the book, why not pass it on to your 
children? Then, together, create a way 
to communicate its essence to your 
grandchildren.

As the book suggests, we must 
all act now (locally, as communities), 
seeing as those in power (the 
Corporatocracy) will, if we continue 
to allow them, lead us into the abyss.

In community,
Ty Klassen

Nakusp

Please help 
wolves

Members of these so called 
governing institutions have gone 
completely insane. There is no 
euphemistic way to describe their savage 
lust for living blood sacrifices. In East 
Kootenays, they are killing almost 200 
wolves before the first snow starts to 
melt, by chasing wolves to exhaustion 
with helicopters and blasting them with 
high-powered assault rifles under the 
pretext of caribou recovery.

We all know the only reason 
mountain caribou are dying an agonizing 
death of starvation is because of logging, 
mining and oil and gas industries. 
These are rapaciously and voraciously 
destroying the frighteningly small and 
impoverished land base left for mountain 
caribou. 

The sadness of this war on wolves 
is beyond speaking, beyond cries and 
tears, beyond screaming, there is no 

way to contain this grief.  Please help 
wolves! These criminals in government 
will not stop until every wolf on this 
planet is killed. They will not stop until 
nature is dead.

Sylvia Drake
Nelson

Update on 
FortisBC radio-
off meters

FortisBC will report the actual 
numbers of radio-off participants 
once the number is known for Slocan 
Valley. Once deployment to a region is 
complete, they are able to finalize the 
number of radio-off customers, and can 
report that number to the BC Utilities 
Commission (BCUC).

At this point, deployment is 
substantially complete in Region 1 
– the Rossland/Trail/Salmo area and 
there are 163 radio-off customers in 
that region.

In fall 2016 Fortis will start with 
radio-off meters in the Slocan Valley.

Some people think they can have 
radio-off meters without phoning 
Fortis.

People who wish to participate in 
the radio-off meter option should phone 
FortisBC 1-866-436-7847, press 3 for 
meter installation, tell them you want 
radio off. They’ll take your account 
number and let you know more details 
closer to the time. Perhaps they’ll 
ask you for the reason why radio off. 
Some reasons are concerns about 24/7 
radiation, direct harm to health, rights, 
privacy etc…) 

Ask for the name of the person 
putting your name on the list so you 
have proof of your application.

To clarify, FortisBC does not 
have an “opt out” option whereby a 
non-AMI meter (or ‘smart meter’) can 
remain in service. The only option is 
an AMI meter which has had the radio 
transmission turned off (known as the 
radio-off option).

There is a one-time fee to configure 
and disable the meter to be a radio-off 
meter that would appear on the first 

billing after the meter is installed. The 
fee is $60 if you let Fortis know of this 
choice before deployment starts in fall 
2016, or $88 after deployment has 
started in your region.

An additional $18 fee will appear 
on your bill every two months for a 
meter reader to manually read your 
consumption information at the meter.

MP Alex Atamanenko stated in 
November last year: “If you have 
concerns and want to protect your 
family, friends and neighbourhood 
from RF radiation then I urge you to 
take part in the Fortis’ opt-out program. 
The more that do so the better it will be 
for everyone” 

Let ’s  t ry  to  keep a  c lean 
neighbourhood as much as possible. 
If we work together – it will happen.

Karin Leja
Winlaw

Tribute to Charlene 
Alexander

How wonderful it was to learn 
that our friend Charlene Alexander 
– or as we adoringly know her in the 
village, ‘Bean’ – has won a Prime 
Minister’s Award for Early Childhood 
Education. As generations of kids 
who have been in her preschool 
will attest, she easily deserves this 
honour – one she has worked very 
hard to merit. 

A m o n g  h e r  o t h e r 

accomplishments, Charlene has 
played an important role in the shaping 
of my book, Laying the Children’s 
Ghosts to Rest: Canada’s Home 
Children in the West. This story of 
the 100,000 poor children taken from 
the slums and orphanages of Britain 
to work as indentured labourers in 
Canada – some of them as young as 
five – is all the more poignant given 
what we now know about early 
childhood development. Although 
I’d long suspected from my studies 
that trauma can be passed down inter-
generationally, it was Charlene who 
put me onto the epigenetics research 
of Dr. Fraser Mustard. (No, not as in 
the Clue game, “in the library with the 
candlestick.”) From my research on 
the British Home Children I knew that 
generations of descendants had been 
deeply scarred by their ancestors’ 
experiences as devalued child slaves. 

The late Dr. Mustard and his 
research partner Dr. Margaret Norrie 
McCain published a pioneering study 
for the Ontario government that set 
out the vital importance of a positive 
early environment for children. “We 
know now that development of 
the brain in the early years of life, 
particularly the first three years, sets 
the base of competence and coping 
skills for the later stages of life,” 
Mustard and McCain wrote. “Brain 
development in the period from 

conception to six years sets a base for 
learning, behaviour and health over 
the life cycle.”

To that end, Dr. Mustard was 
a strong advocate for the field of 
Early Childhood Education, calling 
for government funding of early 
childhood development centres 
that combine play-based preschool 
programs, parenting help, social 
service referrals as well as daycare. 
Thanks to Charlene’s presence in the 
Lucerne Preschool, we already had 
this here. Sadly, Canada ranks last 
among developed nations in spending 
on Early Childhood Development. 
Perhaps with this award not only will 
Charlene be given her due for her 
loving and skilled care of our little 
ones, but maybe the government will 
realize it must do more for ECE. As 
Dr. Mustard made clear, to do so is 
an investment in ALL our futures: 
“If you want a highly competent 
population with limited behaviour 
problems and no violence, then you 
don’t have any choice but to invest 
in early childhood development,” 
he said.

Clearly this community made a 
wise and kind-hearted investment 
when it chose Charlene Alexander 
to tend our most tender citizens. 
Congratulations! 

Art Joyce
New Denver
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Wolf cull a step in 
the right direction

In response to Cedar Brennan’s 
and Silvia Drake’s letters in the past 
editions of the Valley Voice: It again 
appears that this is a case of someone 
spouting verbatim about a subject they 
know nothing about, with hopes to find 
someone out there with the same lack of 
knowledge to cozy up to.

For one: No wolf in Canada will 
ever languish away in a leghold trap, as 
they have been outlawed for 40 years.

Two: I do not know of a case of a 
wolf ever being caught in a conibear 
trap; they’re too wily to go near one. If 
he did get caught in one, he would be 
dead immediately.

Three: A very few are caught in 
killing snares which dispatch them very 
quickly.

There is no paramilitary war on 
wolves. This is just another sensational 
catch word to garner attention.

At this time there are more wolves 
in southwestern Canada and the 
northwestern states than there have 
been in 150 years or more. There were 
no wolves in the Slocan Valley or West 
Kootenays as long as my family has been 
here, five generations, until the release 
of wolves in Yellowstone Park a decade 
or so ago. 

The subsequent result will be the 
decimation of the ungulate population 
to zero with the exception of goats and 
sheep. The rest, all the pretty deer, elk, 
moose and their young will be dragged 
down one after another and eaten alive. 
Wolves are not killers; as soon as they 
run an animal to exhaustion and drag 
it down they start eating, completely 
foregoing the killing part. The prey 
animal dies of limbs being yanked off 
and their internals being yanked out 
through a tear in their stomach walls or 
when the anus is torn off from behind and 
is gulped down, often when the animal 
is still trying to escape. 

Wolves, while not being much of 
a threat to people, are hell on the other 
animals of the forest.

Traps by law have to be checked 
every two or three days, and a trapper 
doesn’t leave valuable fur overlong in a 
trap to spoil or be damaged. Now after a 
short revisitation by wolves to our area, 
the deer and elk populations are lower 
than they’ve been in several decades. 
The mule deer is nearly non-existent as 
their summer range coincides with the 
wolves’ range. And without some sort of 
intervention, the mule deer will be gone 
from our area in a decade. The white tail 
is at a 30-year low and the elk population 
has taken a nosedive.

The myth that the wolves only cull 
the sick and weak is horse pucky. They 
kill whatever they decide to target. 
Wolves will live on mice and lemmings 
in Farley Mowat’s north, but here they 
eat what’s at hand. A family of wolves 
can gobble down a deer-sized animal a 
day, so don’t get all warm and slippery 
on the mythical wolf stuff you’ve read 
that leaves you all warm and fuzzy. They 
have their place in the natural balance of 
things but with seven billion people on 

earth there has been no natural balance 
for a long, long time, and unless you 
see the entire human population going 
somewhere soon, there is not likely to 
be any balance at all, except the one 
the ministries choose if they choose to 
choose one.

Me? I will take the elk, moose and 
deer.

Since I initially wrote this letter 
I’ve heard about wolf culling in the 
Kootenays. This will be an expensive 
small step in the right direction to save 
our wildlife.

Gene Hird
Slocan

To friends of 
wolves and healthy 
ecosystems

Wolves in British Columbia are 
running out of places to hide. There 
are now plans to kill up to 184 wolves 
living in British Columbia before the 
snow melts. Wolves will be chased by 
helicopters until they are exhausted, and 
then shot under the guise of helping to 
recover dwindling caribou herds in the 
South Selkirk and South Peace areas. 

There is no doubt that mountain 
caribou are in a dire situation. This 
conservation dilemma we are in is 
certainly difficult and problematic, yet it 
is a consequence of our neglect.

A sad reality is that mountain caribou 
are on their way out because of what 
people have already done. Caribou are in 
this situation because of us, not because 
of wolves. We have allowed the province 
and industry to destroy the habitat that 
caribou require. We have been watching 
this discussion take place for the past 50 
years and allowing activities to continue 
in critical habitat.

With the decision to kill wolves in 
the name of caribou recovery , there 
are several critical flaws that fly in the 
face of reason and scream to be heard. 
In recent decades we have learned 
more about the true nature of wolves as 
emotional and intelligent beings, their 
highly evolved social nature and just 
how important they are in maintaining 
balance and biodiversity. So why has 
BC  just announced a new death sentence 
for wolves?  

The public deserves to become 
informed on how their tax dollars are 
being spent, to what end, and for how 
long. The public deserves to know how 
BC’s iconic apex predators are treated 
and how our wildlife and wild places are 
being cared for.

The government has been engaging 
in sterilization experiments and 
government control (‘kill’) for more 
than a decade and wants to continue 
to, although these programs have not 
resulted in any measurable benefits for 
caribou, despite nearly all of the wolves 
being killed in these caribou recovery 
areas. Small and isolated caribou herds in 
the southern portion of the province are 
on their way out because of what people 
have done. Killing predators will not 
work to recover these caribou because 
the habitat they need has already been 
destroyed. As wildlife begins to migrate 

further north with climate change, these 
isolated herds are under even greater 
pressure. 

This choice to kill more wolves is 
scientifically unsound. Killing wolves 
to increase ungulate populations is an 
outdated management practice that has 
failed to increase ungulate populations 
long-term wherever it has been tried 
in the past. Wolf populations rebound 
quickly and dispersing wolves fill in 
the vacant space created where resident 
wolves have been killed. All evidence to 
date shows that killing wolves will not 
work to reduce predator numbers. This is 
not the first time wolf helicopter killing 
and sterilization has occurred in BC. 
All past efforts have failed to increase 
caribou numbers.  So why would this 
be attempted again?

This is also a question of animal 
welfare. Are we as a society prepared to 
spend the next 30 years shooting wolves 
from helicopters? (If not indefinitely?) 
Causing harm to hundreds of intelligent 
and sensitive animals for any reason 
should be questioned for its moral 
ground. As new wolves migrate into the 
area and populations rebound, killing 
hundreds of wolves would have to be 
continued in order to maintain the small 
herds of caribou. Some areas that have 
been protected for caribou are not only 
small, but they are isolated (e.g. South 
Selkirks), so ongoing wolf killing 
would likely continue to keep the small 
herds in existence without newcomers 
migrating in. Aerial shooting is not 
an approved method under Canada’s 
current guidelines on Approved Animal 
Care. Shooting wolves from helicopters 
violates animal care standards and is 
unjustifiable.

Conservation, ecology, wolf social 
dynamics and ethical considerations 
were left out of this part of the caribou 
recovery plan and an apparent pre-
determined agenda which encourages 
killing wolves has been exposed. 

Please become informed and 
involved. This is a defining time for 
the values of Canadians. Please discuss 
this with your peers, your friends, local 
editors, family members. Ecosystem 
DOES NOT EQUAL Egosystem.

Sadie Parr 
Wolf Awareness Inc. director

No danger? 
Think again

In response to Pete and Linda Taylor 
of Slocan who, in the VV that came out just 
before Christmas 2014, condescendingly 
talked about the “nutbars (who are) trying 
to keep us from moving into the 21st 
century.”

First of all, I’d like to point out 
that among the “nutbars” cited in the 
Taylors’ letter to the editor, are hundreds 
of unbiased international experts, scientists 
and doctors from renowned institutions 
such as the Center for Excellence in 
Science (Jerry L. Phillips, Director), 
the European Foundation for Oncology 
and Environmental Sciences (Morando 
Soffritti, Scientific Director), the European 
Environmental Agency (Jacqueline 
McGlade, Executive Director & Advisor 
to European Union countries under the 

European Commission), the National 
Board of Medical Examiners (Paul J. 
Rosch, MD – also Fellow of The Royal 
Society of Medicine), the US Executive 
Office of the President, the National 
Science Foundation, and the National 
Institute of Standards and Technology 
(retired US Govt. scientist Ron Powell). 
These experts, as well as dozens more, 
unanimously state that “…EMFs such 
as the microwaves used in cell phones, 
smart meters, (and) Wi-Fi cordless phones, 
appear to be the most damaging when 
used commonly. Most of their biological 
effects… can be seen in the damage 
done to cellular membranes by the loss 
of structurally-important calcium ions. 
Prolonged exposure to these… frequencies 
may eventually lead to cellular malfunction 
and death.”

Even the “credible” World Health 
Organization (WHO) has classified 
Radio Frequency Radiation as a Class 
2B Carcinogen which puts it in the same 
category as DDT, dioxin and lead. 

But what many people may not know 
is that most existing governing guidelines 
(FCC/IEEE/ICNRP) for RF safety that 
have been used to justify “safe” installation 
of smart meters have used studies that only 
look at short-term radiation exposures 
that cause thermal tissue damage. Yet 
there are many hundreds of studies, 
even government-funded studies, going 
back as far as the 1969 US Dept. of 
Commerce report written by Dr. Allen Frey 
titled ‘Effects of Microwaves and Radio 
Frequency Energy on the Central Nervous 
System,’ which focused on “low level” and 
“non-thermal” microwave radiation, and 
which stated: “We found that synchronizing 
the RF pulses with the R wave resulted in 
Tachycardia and frequently Arrhythmia 
and cessation of the heart.” And in 1970, 
a US government think tank – the Rand 
Corporation – published the report, ‘A 
Brief Survey of Literature Relating to 
Influence of Low Intensity Microwaves 
on Nervous Function,’ in which was stated 
that “scientific studies have consistently 
shown that humans exhibit behavioral 
disturbances when subjected to non-
thermal levels of microwaves” including 
“insomnia, irritability, loss of memory, 
fatigue, headache, tremor, hallucination, 
autonomic disorders and disturbed sensory 
functioning.” 

 It is a worrisome fact that the US 
government (the most powerful nation 
on earth with the most influence on 
Canada’s policies) has been well aware 
of the dangerous health hazards of low 
level microwave radiation for well over 40 
years and yet has allowed this technology 
to infiltrate into every aspect of our lives. 
In 1971, the US Navy Medical Research 
Institute published a bibliography of over 
2,000 studies finding biological health 
effects from radio frequency radiation 
going back to the 1930s. One such, written 
by the Defense Intelligence Agency (DIA) 
in 1976, called ‘Biological Effects of 
Electromagnetic Radiation (Radiowaves 
and Microwaves) Eurasian Communist 
Countries (U)’ tells us in its conclusion that 
low level microwave radiation can cause 
“heart seizure” and that “the alteration 
of the permeability of the blood-brain 
barrier (would) allow neurotoxins in the 

blood to cross. As a result, an individual 
could develop severe neuropathological 
symptoms and either die or become 
seriously impaired neurologically.”

This begs the question not only of 
why this technology has been allowed to 
flourish through the cell phone and wireless 
industry, but why this dangerous technology 
has now literally been made mandatory 
through the smart grid, in all homes that 
utilize electricity, not only here in Canada 
and the US, but in virtually every country 
round the world, all at the same time?   

The aforementioned DIA Report 
may offer something of an answer as it 
tells us: “If the more advanced nations of 
the West are strict in the enforcement of 
stringent exposure standards, there could 
be unfavorable effects on industrial output 
and military functions.”

Indeed, military agencies rely on 
frequencies in the low level, non-thermal 
microwave radiation range in numerous of 
their ‘non-lethal weapons’ arsenal including 
those intended for remote mind and mood 
manipulation purposes. Evidence to support 
this claim can be found in the fact that 
Lockheed Martin’s Neuroengineer John 
Norseen has received numerous contracts 
from NASA and the Defense Advanced 
Research Projects Agency (DARPA) for 
his ‘mind reading’ research, and in his 
report titled ‘Reading your mind and 
injecting smart thoughts.’ In 1977 the 
article ‘Radiation Bioeffects Research’ was 
published by the Journal of Microwave 
Power by Dodge & Glaser, in which it 
was stated that “Unpublished analyses 
of microwave bioeffects literature… were 
disseminated to Congress and to other 
officials arguing the case for remote 
control of human behavior by radar…”  
In 1988 DARPA’s Deputy Director for 
Advanced Sensors stated in an interview 
with the Associated Press that “there was 
no question in my mind that you can get 
into the brain with microwaves… If you 
really make the breakthrough, you’ve got 
something better than any bomb ever built, 
because when you finally come down 
the line you’re talking about controlling 
people’s minds…”

And in the Sept/Oct 1994 Bulletin 
of Atomic Scientists edition, Dr. Barbara 
Rosenberg wrote: “Many of the non-
lethal weapons under consideration 
utilize infrasound or electromagnetic 
energy (including… microwave, or radio-
frequency radiation… pulsed at brain-
wave frequency) for their effects. These 
weapons are said to cause temporary or 
permanent blinding, interference with 
mental processes, modification of behavior 
and emotional response, seizures, severe 
pain, dizziness, nausea and diarrhea, or 
disruption of internal organ functions in 
various other ways.”

Feel apathetic, tired, or irritable for 
no reason? Have headaches, depression, 
anxiety, or have trouble concentrating? 
Heart palpitations, trouble sleeping? Think 
having a smart meter on your home is no 
big deal, and that there’s no way you can 
live without the convenience of your 
wireless phones, your cell phone, laptops, 
and growing collection of Wi-Fi gadgets?

Think again.
Juscha Grunther

New Denver
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by Barbara Curry Mulcahy
• The Slocan Valley Seniors’ 

Housing Society presented draft 
drawings of possible layouts for the 
affordable housing units they would 
like to build in Slocan. The society will 
consult the public as part of “a mutual 
design process” before deciding on a 
final design. The group is aiming to have 
the units ready to occupy by the end of 
2017. Anyone interested in reserving 
a spot in the four-plex units, getting 
more information about them, or giving 
design suggestions is welcome to call 
250-226-7136.

• After reviewing information from 
the BC Safety Authority, FortisBC, 
the Township of Spallumcheen and 
information about the Village’s own 
authority to regulate buildings, council 
concluded it could not amend the 
Village’s Building Bylaw as requested 
in a petition in November. The 
petition asked council to prohibit the 
installation of any AC electrical device 
or component that does not have UL 
or CSA certification in or on buildings 
within the Village. Mayor Lunn said, 

Slocan council, January 12 and 19: Seniors’ housing draft designs presented
“We just don’t have jurisdiction over 
the utility.” Councillor Van Bynen 
said, “I don’t see how we could even 
come close to restricting any of that or 
the bottom line would be: no power.” 
Council voted unanimously to not make 
this amendment and, therefore, not to 
circulate the resolution to the relevant 
ministries and UBCM. 

• The Slocan District Chamber of 
Commerce (SDCC) made a presentation 
about their services and asked the Village 
for funding. They said that the SDCC 
focuses on the needs of Slocan Valley 
businesses, and mentioned that the 
Business Directory on their website was 
a low cost way for Valley businesses and 
non-profits to have a web presence. The 
Villages of New Denver and Silverton 
both provide the Chamber with annual 
grants-in-aid equivalent to $24 per 
business licence issued. Council asked 
staff for a report on how the Village 
spends its business licence fees.

• The Village will write to the West 
Kootenay Regional Transit Committee 
to encourage more frequent service in 
the Valley, with better connections to 

Castlegar. The letter will also ask for an 
outhouse at the bus stop at the junction, 
as requested during public participation. 
Council also directed Public Works 
to look into installing permanent 
weatherproof plexiglass holders to 
display large print bus schedules.

• Mayor Lunn thanked those 
involved in the search for Victoria 
Aguilar and recommended that the 
Village’s social media policy be on the 
February agenda. She said an official 
Village Facebook page or social media 
site would greatly help to disseminate 
emergency information.

• The Village will pay $435 plus 
taxes for a Hazardous Materials Report 
on the “existing materials” in the area of 
the Legion being renovated. According 
to the Building Inspector, the report is 
required by Worksafe Regulations. CAO 
Dehnel said this hazmat information 
would help the Village estimate the cost 
of future projects on the building. 

• Council discussed information 
about significant revisions to the 
Building Code which will increase 
construction costs by $2 to $5 per square 

foot. A memo from the RDCK’s Senior 
Building Official, John Southam, said, 
“We expect this to be a difficult transition 
period with significant amounts of 
inspection failures while the industry 
adjusts to the new requirements.”

• Mayor Lunn, CAO Dehnel, and 
Michelle Gordon will attend a Municipal 
Land Development Readiness and 
Marketing Workshop on January 19 in 
Silverton. Slocan submitted the mill site 
and the Village land northwest of the 
site as a “case example” to be used in 
the workshop.

• Denise Dufault wrote to council 
requesting “the return of Slocan Lake 
foreshore… and the restoration of the 
floodplain and riparian zone…” Her 
letter also provided information on the 
new BC Water Act. Council directed staff 
to reply, expressing appreciation for the 
letter and noting that council is aware the 

Village needs a waterfront plan.
• Council members discussed their 

dissatisfaction with the RDCK’s request 
that the Village adopt a no-enforcement 
policy for the Village of Slocan Building 
Bylaw. Nonetheless, council voted to 
do so. Council also authorized the CAO 
to sign the MOU for RDCK Building 
Inspection Service Bylaw No. 2074. 

• During public participation Joyce 
Johnson told council that workers 
renovating the Legion had uncovered 
“signatures of the Japanese people who 
worked on rebuilding” the Legion – 
“such a neat discovery,” she said. She 
also suggested the Village apply for a 
UBCM grant which allows applications 
for three capital projects per municipality. 
She suggested the Village apply for 
funding for the microhydro project, 
the seniors’ housing project, and the 
Historical Society’s project.

The SLOCAN VALLEY MEDICAL CLINIC 
is closing Feb 1 after 18 years.  Kevin 

McKenzie, chiropractor, can be contacted at 
352-1322 or through Alignments Physio at 
359-2227.  Contact Zdena Price, massage 
therapist, at 365-6812.  Thank you to all of 

you who supported the clinic over the years.  
I have so many good memories.  

Bonnie Nygren. 

by Barbara Curry Mulcahy 
It wasn’t until public time at the 

January 12 meeting that Slocan council 
members realized what they had done. 

They had given three readings 
to a bylaw giving authority to notify 
Slocan West Road residents that they 
were “required to secure alternate water 
services as the Village will discontinue 
Westside water service at a to be 
determined future date.” The Westside 
service covers service to properties on 
Slocan West Road north of Gravel Pit 
Road.

Council members were taken aback 
when a member of the public pointed 
out this part of the bylaw. They admitted 
they had been so focused on the bylaw’s 
provision for a 2.7 percent increase in 
water rates that they hadn’t noticed it.

Despite regretting the “strong 
language” in that one section, council 
adopted the bylaw at a special meeting. 
Councillor Perriere declared that 
council’s intention was not to cut off 
service but “to look for a solution” to 
the problem of serving the Westside 
water users. Council moved that the 
Village “begin a conversation” with 
Walter Popoff, the Regional District 
Rural Director representing Area H, to 
resolve the water situation outside of the 
Village boundaries.

At the January 12 meeting, CAO 
Dehnel explained that when she was 
hired, she had been given a list of 
things to accomplish. The list included 
authorizing this notice to Westside water 
users.

The water plant is southwest of 
the Village and the waterline runs 
through the RDCK. Councillor Perriere 
explained that water service had been 
provided to the people along the line 
“as a courtesy. Our pipe is right at [their] 
doorstep.” 

In discussing the matter during 
public participation and again at the 
special meeting where the bylaw was 
passed, council made clear that service 
to RDCK property owners has been a 
sore point for years and service to the 
Westside especially troublesome. 

Connections outside of the Village 
often serve large properties and 
councillors noted that the Village’s 
water restrictions are often not adhered to 
there, where the Village has no authority 
to impose sanctions. In addition, some 
connections serve more than one 
dwelling, and again, the Village has no 
authority to deal with this.

Another problem has been billing 
and payment. Village residents who 
don’t pay their utility bills find that after 
one year their unpaid fees are transferred 
to their property tax bills. The Village 
has no authority to do this to RDCK 
property owners.

In public participation at the January 
12 meeting, Connie Myers said that many 
RDCK residents who are connected to 
Village water do not understand why 
they are charged a higher water rate 
than Village residents. Unlike Village 
residents, RDCK residents are not taxed 
for water services, so the RDCK has not 
provided any funding for the construction 
or maintenance of the water plant or 
waterline. To compensate for this, Slocan 

charges a double rate to RDCK property 
owners. Myers suggested that the Village 
include an explanation of rates with the 
next water bill. 

Myers said that these residents do 
not understand the Village’s situation and 
they would feel alarmed and threatened 
if they suddenly receive a notice to look 
for alternate water service. 

In response to Myers, Councillor 
Perriere pointed out that the amendment 
gave authority for discontinuing service 
only at “a to be determined future date.” 
She agreed that “we don’t want people 
to be up in arms.” Councillor Van Bynen 
called the amendment “pretty harsh.” He 
said, “Wouldn’t it be more ideal to put 
meters out there… stop a lot of this 24/7 
irrigation.”

A third problem councillors 
mentioned is that the connections on 
the Westside come directly off the main 
waterline. Councillors worried that there 
was a possibility that contamination from 
one of the Westside properties could get 
into the main line and water would have 
to be shut off to the whole Village.

Slocan council discusses problems with providing water to RDCK residents

submitted
Work at the Willa Mine on Red 

Mountain Rd. south of Silverton has 
shut down for the winter, but Discovery 
Ventures Inc. says further underground 
work should start later this year.

After getting a Notice of Work 
permit in November, Discovery hired 
contractor GENEX Mining of Silverton 
to re-open both portals at the Willa 

Portals at Willa Mine opened, evaluated
project. The work provided the first 
opportunity to evaluate conditions at the 
portals since they were closed in 2005.

The rail and ground mass were 
in good condition to a distance of 
approximately 300 metres, where a 
small zone of fault-softened material had 
fallen. This minor zone will be excavated 
and supported in 2015 to provide access 
to the Willa resource. 



The Valley Voice   January 28, 20158

• Learn about other cultures: language, cooking, and traditions
• Make connections to people in other countries
• Have fun teaching English and the Canadian culture
• Nurture in your family the value of hosting: kindness, patience, and generosity
• Enrich the life of a student from another country

There is a remuneration of $800 per month for each international student you host.

The duration can vary from a few months to a school year.
Hosts can range from a young family with children to grandparents with a spare room and warm hearts.

Please attend one of the following information meetings:
Wednesday, February 11, 2015 @ 7:00 pm 

@ Lucerne Elementary-Secondary School Library
Thursday, February 12, 2015 @ 7:00 pm 

@ Nakusp Secondary School Library
(The meetings will be brief, and you will be informed of everything you need to know about 

hosting a student.) 

If you have any questions, please feel free to email:  ryoko.kobayashi@sd10.bc.ca
or call:  250-265-3638 local 3312

EXPERIENCE THE 
REWARDS OF HOSTING 

AN INTERNATIONAL 
HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT!

School District #10 in the beautiful West Kootenay region of south-
eastern BC is seeking an innovative and creative problem-solver with 
proven skills in operations and transportation management to join 
our district Leadership Team. 

Qualifications: 
• Formal education and training in building technology and 

maintenance, such as a journeyman certificate or diploma 
in building technology. A degree and/or professional 
designation in facilities management (e.g., FMP, CFM, or 
PMP) is desirable

• Minimum of five years of progressive management 
experience, with evidence of overall operational and people 
management excellence, and innovation in a unionized 
facilities environment

• Demonstrated knowledge of building, fire, WorkSafeBC, 
municipal and related codes, standards, regulations, and 
requirements

• Experience in facilities and transportation project management 
including preparation of budgets, project specifications, 
estimates, scheduling, quality assurance, resource 
allocation, and cost control

§	Demonstrated knowledge of and experience ensuring 
workplace safety

§	Experience with construction, goods, and services bid 
tendering (e.g., Invitation to Tender, Request for Proposals, 
etc.)

§	Demonstrated ability to communicate effectively and 
positively with school district staff, stakeholders, clients, 
independent trades and contractors 

Please submit your resume and cover letter, together with three 
professional references by email, no later than noon on Friday, 
February 27, 2015 to:                 
 Ms. Terry Taylor 
 Superintendent/Secretary-Treasurer
 terry.taylor@sd10.bc.ca                  
Only those selected for an interview will be contacted.  For a 
complete job description, please refer to sd10.bc.ca, under 
Employees.

Manager of 
Operations and 
Transportation 

SD 10 
(Arrow Lakes)

Because of the closure of the Slocan Park Medical 
Clinic, I am moving my therapeutic massage 
practice to the Castlegar Clinic, starting on 

February 3, 2015.

I’d like to thank you for all of your great support 
over the 16 tears that I was able to serve you at 

the Slocan Park Clinic.

For appointments, please call 250-365-6812

Zdena Price, RMT
Zdena’s Therapeutic Massage

107-10th Avenue
Castlegar, BC

COMMUNITY

by Katrine Campbell
•  Councillor Fox reported 

on a conversation she had with a 
representative from ‘Wood Waste 2 
Rural Heat’ regarding the possibility 
of a project in New Denver. Nakusp is 
looking at building a biomass heating 

plant that would consume about 500 
tons of wood waste per year; Nakusp 
industries produce upwards of 10,000 
tons a year. New Denver, then, could 
use wood waste from Nakusp for its own 
biomass heating plant, which could then 
heat buildings such as the Village office 

and fire hall, Bosun and Knox Halls, the 
Nikkei Centre, post office, liquor store, 
museum and hospital. The conversion 
would require the retrofitting of each 
building’s heating system, as well as 
installation of pipes from the central 
facility. Fox said it would be beneficial 
to do an energy assessment and identify 
the easy fixes, such as better windows 
and insulation, before instituting a 
biomass program, and that she was 
“willing to be the ‘go-to’ person when 
it comes to energy management in New 
Denver.” Fox’s report, looking long-
term, noted the Village could create an 
energy company to sell heat, as Telkwa 
has done.

• Council discussed changes 
to the BC Building Code and what 
they would mean for the community. 
The changes include requirements 
for energy efficiency, ventilation and 
radon mitigation (passive systems must 
now be installed in new construction). 
CAO Bruce Woodward pointed out the 
memo from the RDCK said that with 
careful planning, many of the costs 
could be “designed out…but given 
the limited knowledge and experience 
of most project proponents, building 
inspection staff expect construction 
costs to increase by $2 to $5 per square 
foot.” 

The memo warned that “We expect 

this to be a difficult transition period 
with significant amounts of inspection 
failures while the industry adjusts to the 
new requirements.”

Councillor Heather Fox suggested 
giving information hand-outs to people 
applying for building permits.

• The Village accepted an offer 
from BC Transit to make a presentation 
regarding its role in delivering local 
public transportation.

• Council authorized the New Denver 
and Area Volunteer Fire Department to 
formally register with Emergency 
Management BC to provide road rescue 
extrication services, if requested by the 
RCMP or BC Ambulance.

Council authorized the renewal of 
the Fire Services Contract between the 
Village and the RDCK so the Volunteer 
Fire Department can continue to cover 
the defined portion of Area H. 

• Council approved hiring Interior 
Radiation Protection Services to reduce 
radon levels in the Village office. This 
involves installing pipes into the sub-slab 
with an exhaust fan to draw the gases 
out and disperse them into the air above 
the building.

• Mayor Ann Bunka, councillors 
von Krogh and Hodsall, the CAO and 
Corporate Officer Catherine Allaway 
were approved to attend a Land 
Development Readiness and Marketing 
workshop in Silverton January 19. The 
event will provide information on the 
availability of provincial assistance for 
developing municipal lands, and will 
include discussion of the brownfield 
remediation process. They agreed to use 
the Village property at the old dump site 
as a sample for brownfield remediation.

• A request from the North Slocan 
Trails Society for a deadline extension, 
to finish their Recreational Trail 
Enhancement Project funded through 
the 2013 CBT Community Initiatives 

Program, was granted. Without the 
extension, they would have been 
ineligible to apply for further funding. 
Councillors Fox and Nadine Raynolds 
declared an interest and excused 
themselves from the council chambers.

• Councillor Raynolds was 
appointed as New Denver’s community 
representative to the Slocan Valley 
Economic Development Commission.

• The Village had advertised for 
volunteers for the Rosebery Parklands/
Galena Trail, for Winlaw Regional 
Nature Park, and for Recreation #6 
commissions. Three people were 
interested in the Rosebery/Galena 
commission, but no one stepped forward 
for the other two. Council will defer 
appointments until its January 27 
meeting.

• Michael Brown was appointed as 
the Silvery Slocan Museum’s alternate 
representative to the Heritage Advisory 
Commission; Tsuneko Kokubo was 
appointed as the Kyowakai Society’s 
alternate representative to the Heritage 
Advisory Commission.

• The Village Public Works and 
Water department started a valve 
exercising program in July to locate and 
evaluate the condition of its water valves. 
It found a number of problems including 
valves which were closed for no reason, 
or buried too deep, or covered with 
debris, and 12 that may be leaking. The 
evaluation will allow PWW to develop 
a program to repair or replace the valves.

• Council authorized the CO to 
sign a management agreement with 
LACE for the Bosun Hall and with 
the Silvery Slocan Historical Society 
for the museum for 2015; and to sign 
memoranda of understanding with the 
Slocan Lake Garden Society for the 
Kohan Garden for 2015 and the Hills 
Recreation Society for use of Centennial 
Park for Garlic Fest through 2017. 

New Denver council, January 13: Councillor Fox reports on initial investigation into biomass heating

GREAT BLUE HERON
This large, distinctive wading bird eats 
fish primarily, but also amphibians, 
reptiles, bugs, small mammals and birds. 
These herons are a blue listed (vulner-
able), protected species. They typically 
roost in large cottonwoods and conifers 
along our rivers, lakes and wetlands. 
Most West Kootenay herons migrate 
south for the winter.

slocanlakess.com
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VILLAGE OF SILVERTON

IMPORTANT NOTICE TO SILVERTON 
RESIDENTS

EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY GARBAGE PICK UP 
WILL RESUME ON A WEEKLY BASIS

§	PLEASE ENSURE HOUSEHOLD GARBAGE IS OUT ON 
TUESDAY MORNINGS BY 8 AM FOR PICK UP

§	THE VILLAGE ENCOURAGES ALL RESIDENTS TO USE 
GARBAGE BINS FOR CURBSIDE PICK UP

§	IF A HEAVY SNOWFALL OCCURS ON A TUESDAY AND 
YOUR GARBAGE DOES NOT GET PICKED UP, PLEASE 
HAVE IT OUT BY 8 AM THE FOLLOWING DAY.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR COOPERATION, THE VILLAGE OF SILVERTON

You must have a valid Class 2 BC Driver’s License including a 
valid air endorsement; minimum of Grade 12 or its equivalent; 
and complete a medical examination and Driver’s Abstract if 
hired.

Successful candidates will have their names placed on the 
CUPE casual Call-Out List and are needed to replace part-
time employees on an as required basis.  A resume outlining 
qualifications, and experience should be attached to your 
application.  Only successful candidates will be notified.  
Please Note: Prior to being placed on the casual call-out list, 
applicants must submit to a criminal record search.

Applications forms are found on our website: www.sd10.bc.ca 
or at the Board Office, 98 6th Avenue NW, Nakusp. 

Please submit applications by February 13, 2015 to:

Ms. Terry Taylor
Superintendent/Secretary Treasurer
School District 10 (Arrow Lakes)
98 6th Avenue NW, PO Box 340, Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0 

School District 10 
(Arrow Lakes) is 

accepting applications 
for Casual On-Call Bus 
Drivers throughout the 

district.

by Jan McMurray
• Council passed a resolution to 

go back to weekly garbage pick-up 
immediately. Councillor Bell made 
the motion, saying that the biweekly 
schedule was very inconvenient for her 
and others she had spoken to. “If you 
miss a day, you have your garbage in 
your house for a month,” she said, adding 
that ravens and other scavengers get into 
it when it is stored outside. Council had 
tried a biweekly schedule to free up some 
time for the Public Works crew.

• A grant application to CBT’s Social 
Grants program for Silverton’s seniors’ 
drop-in program was unsuccessful. 
CBT received $3 million in funding 
requests and there was $1 million 
available. Councillor Main suggested 
that BC Healthy Communities might 
be a possible funder of the program in 
future. 

Vern Hartman wrote to council 
asking if the Village would provide a 
grant-in-aid for the rental of the Silverton 
Memorial Hall for the program to 
continue through April, with he and 

Gary Willman as volunteer coordinators. 
There would no longer be the monthly 
free lunch, but there would be coffee 
and tea. This issue was referred to 
a Committee of the Whole meeting 
scheduled for Tuesday, January 27 at 
4 pm, and will be the only item on the 
agenda. Hartman will be invited as a 
delegation to the meeting.

• A letter from the Heritage 
Federation of Southeastern BC offers 
assistance with the preservation of 
archival material and artifacts that are 
stored in the Silverton Gallery building. 
The federation became concerned 
about the archives after finding out that 
the Silverton Historical Society is no 
longer active. Councillor Main said that 
although the artifacts are safely stored in 
a climate controlled space, a discussion 
with Silverton Historical Society and 
Heritage Federation representatives 
would be worthwhile. This was referred 
to a future Committee of the Whole 
meeting.

• Council received a letter from BC 
Hydro, following up on the meeting 

Mayor Clarke and Councillor Main had 
with them at UBCM last year. Mayor 
Clarke and Councillor Main asked 
BC Hydro to keep council informed 
of infrastructure improvements and 
power outages. The letter outlines the 
wood pole inspection and maintenance 
programs that BC Hydro conducts 
regularly in the Silverton to Nakusp area. 
Mayor Clarke reported that during the 
last power outage, BC Hydro contacted 
him by phone. The letter from BC Hydro 
will be forwarded to the Village of New 
Denver and Area H Director Walter 
Popoff.

• A report about Building Code 
amendments written by John Southam, 
Senior Building Official at the RDCK, 
was received. Council asked staff to set 
up a meeting with him, as the changes 
to the Building Code may affect the 
Village’s zoning bylaw.

• Council agreed to the North Slocan 
Trails Society’s request for an extension 
to May for the New Denver/Silverton 
Recreational Trail Enhancement 
Program. This project received $6,000 in 

Silverton council, January 20: Weekly garbage pick-up resumes
CBT Community Initiatives funding last 
year – $2,000 from Silverton and $4,000 
from New Denver. The project is to map 
the K&S and Wakefield trails and install 
directional as well as historical signage, 
and to produce a brochure and website.

The Slocan Lake Gallery Society’s 
request for an extension to use its CBT 
CI funding was also approved.

• A letter from the Silverton 
Community Club requests $500 towards 
the fireworks and expenses related to 
the July 1st celebration, and the use of 
the backhoe to dig the trenches for the 
fireworks. Council informed the club 
members in attendance at the meeting 

that this grant-in-aid from the Village 
has been approved as an annual grant on 
an ongoing basis, so no formal request 
is necessary.

• A letter from the Legion asks the 
Village to make an annual donation of $50 
and to participate in the Remembrance 
Day service. Council decided to add this 
to the list of annual grants-in-aid.

• During public time, Linda Laktin 
asked if the Village was responsible for 
maintaining memorial benches. She 
said some are in need of painting, and 
a plaque needs to be re-mounted on the 
Bayford bench. Mayor Clarke said he 
would look into this.

COMMUNITY

by Jan McMurray
Public input received so far on 

the Crescent Valley Beach Park 
management plan project has been 
detailed in a report, available on the 
RDCK website. Reports are also 
available for the Pass Creek, Waterloo 
Eddy and Balfour Beach parks.

“We had great attendance at the 
open houses we held in November 
and received useful information that 
will inform the development of draft 
management plans for the four parks,” 
said Sangita Sudan, the RDCK’s 
general manager of development 
services.

The resulting plans will guide 
the operations, development and 
stewardship of the parks over the next 
ten years.

The report on Crescent Valley 
Beach Park identifies five key themes 
from the public input period in the fall. 

The first key theme is improving 
parking.  Although there was 
favourable response to the parking 

concepts presented at the open house, 
some people feel even more parking 
spaces are needed. People also 
commented that measures are needed 
to prevent overnight RV parking.

The second key theme is keeping 
the park clean. People would like 
to see washroom facilities, garbage 
receptacles, regular garbage pick-up, 
and efforts made to ensure dog owners 
are cleaning up after their pets.

T h e  t h i r d  t h e m e ,  d o g 
walking, elicited views ranging 
from disallowing dogs in the park 
altogether, to having an off-leash 
area, to allowing off-leash dogs at all 
times except during the busy summer 
months.

Supporting river sports is the 
fourth key theme. People want a good 
launching site for their kayaks, canoes, 
rafts and tubes, and unobstructed 
access to the river. Some would like 
to see a modified whitewater feature 
for a slalom course and a freestyle 
training area.

The final theme is environmental 
stewardship. Many people said they 
want to see the park remain as natural 
as possible. There were comments 
specifically about preserving the 
black cottonwoods, which provide 
important habitat. There was also 
concern about some species being 
displaced during their breeding season 
because the park is so busy.

People are encouraged to 
cont inue providing input  by 
emailing their comments to Juliet@
julietandertonconsulting.ca. The 
RDCK is also scheduling another 
round of open houses for the summer.

The park reports can be viewed 
at www.rdck.ca/EN/main/services/
parks/park-management-plan.html

Preliminary report released on Crescent Valley Beach Park
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Happy New 
Year to our loyal 
customers, friends 
and supporters!  

2014 was an amazing year for us sell-
ing almost 100 bikes and many skis/
snowshoes both in town and away!  
Let us know how we can serve you 
better as we move into 2015!  All the 
best from our family to yours!  

Shon, Janis, Maija, 
Kaleo, Pyper, 

Silas and Elias.

THE OLD FIRE HALL COLLECTIVE
Is seeking

Vegetable, fruit, cheese, milk, meat, 
jam, jelly, honey, egg, spirit producers

Artists and artisans
To share space in a year round farmers’ market 

in Nakusp.

Meetings 6:30 pm – 8:30 pm
New Denver February 10, 2015

Lucerne School library

Nakusp February 12, 2015
Selkirk College

Valentines Day 
Flowers                     

by Darlene
Order early-limited quantity of long-
stemmed roses & fresh bouquets for 

Delivery or Pickup on Feb 13 or Feb 14
Call or email to order 250-265-1379

email: greenacres@live.ca
Sample designs can be seen at 

www.greenacresnakusp.ca

Nakusp & District 
Chamber of Commerce

– Now Hiring –
Event Co-ordinator

The responsibilities of the Event Co-ordinator will be to work 
with the board of Directors of the Chamber and the Community 
Event Committee on existing and developing new events for 
Nakusp and Area. The Event Co-ordinator’s responsibilities 
include (but will not be limited to): 

a) Developing a work plan and budget, with proposed time-
line and outline of key activities; 

b) Regularly liaising with Chamber board around event 
planning, templates, promotions, etc.; 

• Developing an annual calendar of events, budgeting and 
fundraising needs; 

• Assisting Chamber Board with event planning in 2015/16
• Developing templates for future event planning and 

budgeting; and 
• Potential recommendations for future consideration. 

Proposals should contain the following: 
A draft outline on planning a new event in Nakusp;
A proposed cost estimate and hourly rate; 
A summary of related skills and past experience in designing 

such systems and event planning.

Any questions regarding this TOR and any proposal submissions 
should be directed via email to the Nakusp & District Chamber 
of Commerce at nakusp@telus.net by Friday, Feb.13th, 2015. 

by Katrine Campbell
• Ten-year service pins were awarded 

to Fire Chief Terry Warren and Arena/
Parks Assistant Manager Richard Cann. 

Warren has certifications in Firefighting, 
Officer, Incident Command, Local 
Assistant to the Fire Commissioner, 
Canadian Fire Investigation, Vehicle 

Extrication, Fire Life Safety Inspections, 
Emergency Management Certification, 
and many others. He has been awarded 
the Governor General of Canada Fire 
Services Exemplary Service Medal 
and 25-year BC Long Service Award 
from the BC Fire Commissioner, and 
was the driving force to introduce and 
develop the vehicle extrication training 
and equipment for the well-trained crew 
of volunteers now known as Nakusp 
Road Rescue.

Cann started as a casual with the 
Public Works department then moved 
to the Hot Springs where he became a 
permanent employee. He became an 
operator in the Arena/Parks department 
and has also served the community as a 
volunteer member of the fire department 
and ambulance service. 

• The Biomass Business Case report 
was received for information, and a 
follow-up meeting with council to 
discuss the option of district heating/
biomass will be scheduled.

• A group of non-profits led by 
Options for Sexual Health was granted 
a five-year lease on the former Kinsman 
Health Centre. The group will do all 
improvements, pay the insurance, and all 
other costs associated with the building.

• Mayor Karen Hamling reported on 
the Regional District of Central Kootenay 
orientation meeting on December 10 and 
inaugural meeting December 11. She 

was elected RDCK chair, and resigned 
from the Southern Interior Development 
Initiative Trust and the Rural Advisory 
Committee for SIDIT; she will continue 
to sit on the Columbia River Treaty 
Local Government Committee. Area 
K Director Paul Peterson’s term on 
the Columbia Basin Trust board has 
expired. Councillor Bill Tobey was 
approved as the Village rep to Recreation 
Commission #4.

-  T h e  M e m o r a n d u m  o f 
Understanding for Nakusp building 
inspection was approved.

- The CBT Community Initiatives 
and Affected Area Funding call for 
proposals has started and will run to 
March 2. Applications are available 
online at the RDCK website and at the 
Village office.

- The lake water level is at 1,403 
feet, and will drop to 1,400. The wharf 
will be extended; the access is not being 
snowplowed as boats can’t launch 
because of the exposed rocks.

- CBT will fund a three- to six-month 
project to create an asset inventory 
of businesses and infrastructure, to 
determine what’s missing and what’s 
needed. Rotary will get the funding it 
requested for the waterfront walkway 
lighting project.

• Councillor Tom Zeleznik reported 
on the Chamber of Commerce meeting. 
Guest speaker Ryoko Kobayashi, vice-
principal of Nakusp Secondary, talked 
about declining enrolment and about 
bringing international students and the 
possibility of having an aviation school 
here. He added that anyone interested 

in billeting students should contact her.
• A request from the Nakusp 

and District Chamber of Commerce 
was referred back to staff for 
recommendations. The Chamber 
proposed buying three banners to be 
suspended over the three main entrances 
to the Village. The banners would have 
exchangeable letters and could be used 
to announce events and welcome visiting 
groups. The Chamber asked what would 
be involved in getting permission, if 
Village staff could put up and take down 
the banners, and if council had any 
suggestions for ideal locations.

• Council approved authorizing the 
mayor and corporate officer to execute 
a five-year renewal of the lease between 
the Village and Canadian Mountain 
Holidays Inc., to operate an airport 
hangar and helicopter flight business, 
on the same terms and conditions as the 
existing lease.

• The mayor and Councillors 
Tobey and Zeleznik will attend a land 
development readiness and marketing 
workshop in Silverton January 19. The 
event will provide information on the 
availability of provincial assistance for 
developing municipal lands, and will 
include discussion of the brownfield 
remediation process.

Nakusp council, January 12: Terry Warren and Richard Cann receive 10-year service pins

BC Hydro to 
resume Arrow 
Lakes boat 
launch projects
by Jan McMurray

BC Hydro recently sent out an 
update on boat launch projects on the 
Arrow Lakes, stating that construction 
would resume very soon at Nakusp, 
Burton, Fauquier, Edgewood and 
Anderson Point.

At Nakusp, the ramp will be 
closed to the public starting in early 
February so that the ramp can be 
extended as far as possible. Work 
will resume in 2016 for the in-water 
portion of the ramp using a company 
specializing in underwater marine 
construction.

The Burton ramp has been closed 
since January 19 so that work to 
extend the ramp can proceed. If water 
levels don’t allow for the project to be 
completed this season, BC Hydro says 
a safety curb will be installed at the 
bottom of the ramp and an underwater 
marine construction company will be 
hired in 2016 to finish off the project. 
The ramp will be extended to 425.5 
metres.

At the Fauquier ramp, BC Hydro 
has arranged for adjustments to be 
made to the breakwater chains to 
prevent the pontoons from overlapping 
near the shore. This will be done in 
February. Directional signs will be 
installed on the highway, as well.

Although dialogue is ongoing with 
Edgewood residents on a solution for 
the southern floating log breakwater, 
Columbia Power will be installing rip 
rap around the ramp and a transition 
panel at the toe of the ramp to allow 
users to drive off the end of the 
ramp during low water. This work is 
scheduled to begin in early February, 
and there will be no public access to 
the site during the project.
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WEEKLY SPONSOR:
Selkirk Realty

Kelly Roberts
(250) 265-3635

www.royallepage.ca

PALS is looking for a loving 
home for this mother and 
son pair, who have been 
abandoned. They are shy 
and need gent le  lov ing 
attention. If you would like 
more information and would 
like to meet them please call 
PALS at 250-265-3792 or 
email info@pals-online.ca.

PALS Annual General Meeting
February 4, 2015 at 7 pm

Nakusp Public Library

by Jan McMurray
The RDCK is investigating the 

possibility of a seniors’ housing 
project in Burton on RDCK-owned 
land.

“It would be helpful for the 
folks in the Arrow Lakes to have a 
seniors’ housing facility, but it will 
probably take years – and it may 
not go anywhere if we can’t get 
the subdivision approval from the 
Agricultural Land Commission,” said 
Area K Director Paul Peterson.

The RDCK owns a 14.3-hectare 
(35.28-acre) piece of property at the 
end of Burton Main Road. The land 
is in the Agricultual Land Reserve 
(ALR). It was gifted to the Regional 
District by BC Hydro in the 1980s 
for waste disposal facilities, but is 

not needed for that purpose. Just one 
hectare of the land would be needed 
for the seniors’ housing project. 

In 2012, the RDCK applied for 
non-farm use for a portion of the 
land to facilitate the project, and 
the application was approved. So 
Director Peterson approached Arrow 
& Slocan Lakes last year to gauge the 
organization’s interest in building and 
operating a seniors’ housing facility 
in Burton.

“The next hurdle is to get 
permission from the Agricultural 
Land Commission to subdivide the 
land,” explained Peterson. “If the 
Agricultural Land Commission says 
no, the project is dead in the water. 
If they say yes, Arrow and Slocan 
Lakes Community Services will 

have to decide whether they want 
to start the planning for the facility.” 
He added that the planning would 
involve several steps, starting with a 
needs assessment that would include 
a community input process.

“ASLCS is not really involved 
right now. The first thing is to show 
ASLCS that they don’t have to pay for 
the land. So first, the RDCK has to get 
the land subdivided and get it zoned 
for the seniors’ housing project,” said 
Peterson. 

He added that the zoning 
amendment would involve a public 
hearing. “There will be opportunities 
for community feedback on this 
project,” he said.

An RDCK staff report explains 
that at the time of the application for 

Seniors’ housing project being investigated for Burton
non-farm use of the land, the Province 
advised that the ‘Heavy Industrial’ 
zoning of the property should be 
amended, as the land would never be 
used for waste disposal. The Province 
advised that the one-hectare piece for 
the seniors’ housing project should 
be re-zoned to reflect the intended 
‘community services’ use, and the rest 
of the land should be re-zoned back to 
agricultural, as it has high agricultural 
potential.

At the January RDCK board 
meeting, the board directed staff to 
initiate the process for the zoning 
changes, as well as to make application 
to the Agricultural Land Commission 
for the subdivision approval and to 
initiate the transfer of the land.

The staff report estimates a 
total cost of $4650-$7650 to get the 
property re-zoned, subdivided and 
transferred.by Katrine Campbell

CAO Linda Tynan and Warren 
Leigh, acting director of operations, 
made a PowerPoint presentation at 
the January 12 council meeting on the 
Village’s water and sewer systems. 
They summarized the capital projects 
and finances, did an operational review 
and proposed budget for the two 
services, and went over the proposed 
capital expenses and utility rates for 
2015.

Prior to 2008, the Village had one 
well and a gravity-fed, creek-based 
water source, and it was experiencing a 
water crisis. The sewer system consisted 
of settling and evaporation ponds, with 
a small amount of sludge remaining. 
This system was at maximum capacity.

Since then, the Village has built a 
water treatment plant and microhydro 
generating station, and added a second 
well. A sewer treatment plant and a 

Presentation made on Nakusp’s water and sewer projects
lagoon and a lagoon cover were built, 
and water reclamation is in progress. 
One and a half kilometres of pipe has 
been installed and the reclaimed water 
will be used to irrigate cemeteries and 
sports fields.

Various grants covered most of the 
costs. The Village’s net costs came to 
$1.445 million.

For 2015, sewer system capital 
projects include sludge management, 
sewer main replacement, and 
completion of the reclaimed water 
project, at a cost to the Village of 
$165,000. 

Water system capital projects are a 
75 hp motor for Well #2, a generator for 
the water treatment plant, new hydrants, 
a pressure-reducing valve for Sleepy 
Hollow, and water main replacement. 
The budget for this is $320,000.

Later in the year, council will 
consider a long-term strategy plan 

which could include a decision on water 
metering, an expansion to the North 
Road, and upgrades on Alexander and 
Shakespeare road.

Councillor Tom Zeleznik asked 
how many new homes the new systems 
could accommodate. Leigh and Tynan 
said they wouldn’t be sure until the new 
pumps and liner were installed, and it 
was determined how much water was 
being lost from the system.

Mayor Karen Hamling added that 
people had to start conserving water, 
because “in the Kootenays we’re the 
worst water abusers in the province.”

Later in the meeting, council gave 
three readings to the two bylaws: 
Water Rates and Regulations (2015) 
Amendment Bylaw #463-20, 2015 
and Sewer Rates (2015) Amendment 
Bylaw  #644-3, 2015. A single family 
home will pay $352 for water, and $316 
for sewer.  
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WANTED 
TO BUY: 

CEDAR AND 
PINE POLES
Brian Major 

• 250-938-3900

Please contact: 
Gormans Pole Division

250-547-9296

Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work, 
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal

WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS
359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539

3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

submitted
How do you begin to revive 

agriculture in an area (North Kootenay 
Lake) which is steeped in the stagnant 
forest economy? Lakehead and Beyond 
Produce was formed in 2009 to meet that 
challenge, with the goals to create jobs, 
to restore large areas of heavily infested 
thistle land to a usable agricultural state, 
to pass along skills and knowledge to a 
new generation, and to demonstrate the 
value of growing your own produce.

How well is it going? It has been a 
frustrating but fulfilling journey. Money 
was readily available for various required 
studies but very little for actual shovel in 
the ground projects. Funders told us that 
“growing food was a grey area” and they 
didn’t know how we would fit into their 
categories. However, we have definitely 
made some headway. It is gratifying to 
now see many backyards with smaller, 
homemade greenhouses producing food 
and vegetables, and to see the number of 
cattle in our valley increase from perhaps 
15 to nearly 100 head. 

We began by renting 2.5 acres, 
tilling it, and building a wood-framed 
30’ x 100’ greenhouse. In 2010 we 
had our first Community Supported 
Agriculture (CSA) in operation, feeding 
close to 50 households. We also hosted 
soils seminars and field days for school 
children. Our local school even grew a 
patch of vegetables two different years 
to be used for their lunches.

Lakehead also got into haying. We 
purchased tractors, balers, bale wagon, 
and a disc-bine to do custom work. This 
haying has drastically reduced the weed 
population and made the wasted forage 
land usable once again. Our equipment 
can be leased to other farmers as well so 
they can restore their land and reseed it.

Besides working with private 
landowners, we are working with both 
Nature Trust and BC Hydro on weed 
control programs. 

In 2011, a gracious local couple 
saw what we were doing and wanted 
to help. They purchased 24 acres of the 
best land in the valley for our long-term 
use. This property is now deer fenced, 
irrigated, and ready for vegetable or grain 
production. 

Our focus has shifted over the 
last couple of years toward ‘incubator 
farming.’ That means we try to assist 
young farmers in getting started. We 
have turned the CSA over to a lady to 
operate on her own. She has even taken 
over the property lease. 

Growing high quality seed potatoes 
is another venture. This is our third year 
in operation. One of our board members 
is a retired seed grower, so he has a 
wealth of information that he would 
love to pass on to a new generation. With 
government certification all complete, 
we are now ready to turn this venture 
over to a worthy, long-term grower. 
Equipment and storage facilities are 
included.

This fall we opened up a new door 
of opportunity with the purchase of a 
combine for the area. We now have 
the capability to grow organic grains – 
wheat, oats, barley, rye, quinoa, beans, 
etc. Our area is far more organic than 
most areas, including Creston. 

Lakehead would still like to build 

about 12,000 square feet of greenhouse 
with three aims in mind. One is to 
provide much-needed employment 
in an area devastated by the loss of 
forestry jobs. The second goal is to 
encourage entrepreneurs to start their 
own thriving businesses. The third 
objective is to produce healthy affordable 
food supplies. We do not want to run 
these greenhouses ourselves, but merely 
provide infrastructure so others can be 
successful. How great to be able to see 
farmers working and marketing together! 
It is really the only viable option in these 
remote areas. 

Beyond all this, Lakehead is very 
open to individual proposals for market 
gardens, berries, value-added processing, 
or small animal husbandry.

What does the future hold? We 
believe it is success, co-operation, and 
a healthy environment. Farmers are 
our future.

Lakehead and Beyond Produce 
can be contacted at 250-366-4379 or at 
trenholm@lardeauvalley.com

Herbal 
Musings

with Colleen Emery

The benefits of 
fermented foods 

The health benefits of fermented 
foods has been front page news of late 
with the release of several studies linking 
gastro-intestinal bacteria levels to 
mental health and anxiety. The rewards 
of including probiotic-rich, fermented 
foods in your diet are vast, ranging 
from immune system resiliency to food 
budget savings. 

Top five reasons to include 
fermented foods in the diet

1) Preserves foods with the 
nutrients intact - Through the process 
of fermentation organisms convert 
the sugars and starches in food to 
create alcohol, lactic acid and acetic 
acid. These bio-preservatives inhibit 
putrefying bacteria preventing food 
from spoiling. Through this incredible 
organic process food remains alive with 
flavor and peak-season nutrition for 
months on end without the addition of 
synthetic additives or high-heat canning 
processes. Long before refrigeration 
was the norm humans depended on 
fermentation for their food storage 
needs. 

2) Increases the bioavailability 
of nutrients - As the healthy bacteria 
reproduce, they produce enzymes whose 
function is to “pre-digest” food prior 
to our indulging in it. Fermentation 
organisms allow the body to reap the 
full benefits from food without any 
disruptive nutrient blocking or gastric 
irritation. 

3) Creates new nutrients - 
The microbial cultures working in 
fermentation do more than simply 
preserve existing nutrients, they also 
contribute their own. During their life 
cycle, fermenting organisms create 
several B vitamins, omega-3 fatty acids 
and antioxidants. That simple serving 
of homemade yogurt is a multi-vitamin 
in your bowl!

4) Increases and restores healthy 
gut bacteria balance - We depend on 
bacteria to digest foods and to create/
build effective immune responses. In a 
world where antibiotics, processed foods 
and excessive chemical sanitation efforts 
are so prevalent, emphasizing healthy 
bacteria levels couldn’t be more essential. 
Consumption of fermented foods plays 
an important role in replenishing healthy 
gut flora for digestive efficiency and 
immune system building. 

5) Tastes good and is inexpensive 

- Simply put, fermented foods are 
yummy and cost very little to create! 
Try incorporating a fermented food at 
every meal. Sauerkraut with scrambled 
eggs for breakfast, fermented mustard 
on your sandwich for lunch, sourdough 
crackers with fermented nut spread for 
an afternoon snack. Not only will you 
be helping your body digest these foods 
more effectively you will be introducing 
new nutrients, amplifying your immune 
system and improving overall digestive 
function. 

Colleen Emery, alongside Shauna 
Teare, will be teaching the now sold 
out Fermenting 201 class on January 
31, 2015. A second class is open for 
enrolment. Contact Colleen at 250-226-
7744 or email learn@kootenayfood.com 
for more information. 

Colleen Emery, Master Herbalist 
and owner of Emery Herbals in Winlaw, 
is passionate about offering access to 
information that enables individuals 
and families to be self-sufficient and take 
charge of their personal wellness. 

Fostering future farmers

submitted
The West Kootenay Permaculture 

Co-op has announced several initiatives 
for 2015, aiming to strengthen the local 
food economy and increase food security 
in our area.

Land Linking Workshop & 
Community Land Trust

Want land? Got land? The WKPC is 
collaborating with Young Agrarians for 
a workshop on the nuts and bolts of land 
linking. Find out about organizational 
models, leases and licenses and 
succession planning. If lucky, you may 
meet your future farmer, or find the 
right owner with a great piece of land 
to farm on! The workshop is taking 
place on February 12 at the Vallican 
Whole Community Centre from 1 to 
6 pm, followed by a potluck and social 
from 6 to 8 pm. An intimate morning 
session will be hosted on the topic of 
Community Land Trust development. 
For more information, email info@
kootenayfood.com

Communications Coordinator 
job opening

The WKPC is seeking a part-
time communications coordinator to 
connect stakeholders within the local 
foodshed, create and edit content for the 
KootenayFood.com website, manage 
website communication, and participate 
in Kootenay Food events. Applicants 
should have a positive reputation 
within the Kootenay agricultural/food 
community and be currently engaged in 
their local foodshed. This is a one-year 
contract, approximately 11 hours per 
week, $20/ hour.

Farm Food Fork (F3): Raising 
the steaks

After the success of the 2014 
conference, F3 returns in 2015 for a 

The West Kootenay Permaculture Co-op is growing change in 2015
day-long event focused purely on the 
issue of local meat. The ‘STEAKholders’ 
daytime event invites anyone involved 
in food or the local economy to attend, 
including farmers, economists, planners, 
funders, chefs, butchers and activists. 
The day will feature several expert 
speakers from the local region and further 
afield, facilitated panel discussions, 
solutions-based discussion groups, and 
the opportunity to meet and network with 

other engaged people in the area. 
Topics will include local abattoirs, 

land management and access, feed 
sourcing, capital costs and the economic 
impacts. The ‘STEAKeaters’ evening 
event is open to all, and will include a 
tasty seasonal meal, live demonstrations, 
discussion of the importance of whole 
animal dining, a series of speakers giving 
‘grass-FED Talks,’ and films and music 
to entertain until late. ‘F3: Raising the 

Steaks’ will take place on Friday, March 
27 at the Spirit Bar at the Hume Hotel, 
Nelson. More information can be found 
at www.farmfoodfork.com

Homesteading workshop series
The Homesteading 101 workshop 

series returns for 2015 with an exciting 
line up over the next few months, 
including classes on soil science, tree 
pruning, pig-in-a-day butchery and 
making your own herbal medicines. The 

series is also expanding to include some 
advanced ‘201’ workshops, including a 
now sold out Fermenting 201, beyond 
sauerkraut. And Pig Butchery 201, where 
participants can purchase and cut their 
own side of pork! 

For more information on all of the 
above projects visit www.kootenayfood.
com, and sign up for our monthly 
newsletter to stay in the loop on all things 
food in the Kootenays.

submitted
New Democrats are taking the 

unprecedented step of convening an 
Opposition Standing Committee on 
Agriculture and Food after what they 
claim is “well over a decade of BC 
Liberal neglect of the BC agriculture 
industry.”

Kootenay West MLA Katrine 
Conroy, a rancher, is on the committee.

“Agriculture is a multi-billion 
dollar economic generator that has 
enormous untapped potential,” said New 
Democrat Leader John Horgan. “This is 
an industry that can unlock prosperity in 
communities throughout the province. 
That’s why I’ve asked our New 
Democrat agriculture spokesperson Lana 
Popham to work with her colleagues to 
bring this conversation to people across 
the province.”

Popham noted that a Standing 
Committee could help reverse the age 
gap in BC’s agriculture industry by 
developing strong agricultural policies 
that attract young people into agriculture, 
and allow them to make a good living.

MLA Conroy on NDP agriculture, food committee
“Retaining young farmers is critical 

to having a strong agricultural future. 
The BC Liberals have not taken the steps 
needed to encourage young people to get 
into the industry. In 15 years they haven’t 
developed a long-term agriculture plan 
and they have put our provincial food 
security at risk,” she said.

Popham has worked for the last six 
years to get the BC Liberals to bring 
back the Select Standing Committee 
on Agriculture, which hasn’t met 
since 2001. She says that although the 
Opposition Standing Committee on 
Agriculture and Food will be operating 
without legislative supports such as 
Hansard, the committee has support 
across the province.

“We have support from small farms 
and big farms, conventional farmers and 
organic farmers, and from entrepreneurs 
and food security advocates,” she said.

The members of the committee are: 
Conroy, Popham (Saanich South), Raj 
Chouhan, (Burnaby-Edmonds), Robin 
Austin, (Skeena), Nicholas Simons, 
(Powell River-Sunshine Coast).
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Minor Hockey builds 
character!

411 Hall Street • Nelson, BC
250-352-6261

The door to success is often locked.
One of the keys to that lock is 
teamwork, on the ice and off.
Best wishes to all our great 
local teams for Minor 
Hockey Week.

RHC Insurance Brokers
401-6th Ave

New Denver, BC
250-358-2617

The lessons of sportsmanship and 
teamwork last a lifetime. 

Celebrating Minor Hockey Week 2015
Katrine Conroy, MLA

Kootenay West
1-888-755-0556 • katrine.conroy.mla@leg.bc.ca • www.katrineconroy.ca

Saddle Mountain 
Medical Clinic

84 Broadway • Nakusp 
250-265-3694

Congratulations to all the 
players on a great 

season. Enjoy 
Hockey Week!

CONSTRUCTION
250-269-7280

The Natural Choice
More than just a Health Food Store

422 Front Street • Kaslo, BC
250-353-2594

www.cornucopiakaslo.com

Proudly Supporting 
Minor Hockey!

Every day is a good 
day for hockey!

wishes all the
players and coaches 
a Happy Minor 
Hockey Week!

Woodbury • 250-353-7717

Woodbury 
Resort

Play Hard, Play Fair, 
Have Fun!

Enjoy Minor Hockey Week

Box Lake Lumber
Nakusp • 265-4767

Kaslo Building 
Supply

6521-Hwy 31, Kaslo • 250-353-7628

We salute our minor hockey 
players and all 

the coaches, 
officials and 

fans who work 
so hard to 

support 
them!

Practice good sportsmanship in 
both hockey and 
life!

Crescent Bay 
Construction Ltd.
Nakusp • 250-265-3747
cresbay@telus.net

MEN with BROOMS
CHIMNEY SWEEPS
250-265-4134

Insurance Inspections & Installations of  
Wood Burning Appliances

WETT Certified • WorkSafe BC
Bonded • Insured

Minor Hockey teaches 
important lessons in 

sportsmanship and 
teamwork

Kaslo Minor Hockey participants 
are having a fun year!

The novice team has players ranging 
from 4 to 7 years old. They played a 
game in Nakusp… the parents might 
have been more excited than the kids! 

Kaslo Minor Hockey 2014/15 season report
The Atom team is having a hard time 

in the league, but is developing in leaps 
and bounds and the players always show 
up with big smiles on their faces.

The Pee Wee team is doing very 
well. With only nine skaters, they are all 
getting lots of ice time.

The North Kootenay Bantam team 
has players from Nakusp and Kaslo. 
Neither community could form a 
Bantam or Midget team on its own, and 
there were just enough players from both 
towns to form a Bantam team.

Kaslo Minor Hockey would like to 
acknowledge the invaluable contribution 

from the coaches and referees, and 
is very pleased to have some newer 
recruits. Jordan Davie, Bantam coach, 
is having a blast in his first year of 
coaching. The Pee Wee coach, Chad 
Jones, has a 15-year-old assistant this 
year, Avery Enns.

Kaslo has two junior referees. 
This is Ember Hartland’s first year and 
Harley Command’s second year. The 
association is very pleased to have junior 
officials and encourages young people 
to check it out. It’s a great learning 
opportunity, and a way to make some 
pocket money, too.

submitted
The Nakusp Arena has been full 

of fun and excitement so far this 
season! We have a Junior Novice 
team, Atom House team and Pee Wee 
House team. There is also the North 
Kootenay Bantam House team out of 
Kaslo with players from both Nakusp 
and Kaslo.

Junior Novice is all about having 
fun, and learning the game! They have 
had a few intermission scrimmages 
and a fun game with Kaslo. 

The Atom team has finished its 
regular season with a 6-6 record 
and have playoffs in Kaslo February 
20-22. 

The Pee Wee team has one more 
game till their regular season is done. 
Their home tournament is coming 
up February 13-15. Come down and 
cheer on the team! There will be a 
raffle table, 50/50 draws and full 
concession. Come have a rink burger! 
The Pee Wees have playoffs in Grand 
Forks February 27-March 1.

Nakusp Minor Hockey would 
like to thank everyone who made this 
season possible, and everyone who 
comes out to the games and fundraisers 
that support Minor Hockey.

Nakusp Minor 
Hockey 2014/15 
season report

Hug a
Ref!

The Treehouse
250-353-2955

419 Front St. Kaslo

Eric’s
Meat

Market
Salutes our National Winter 
Sport during Minor Hockey 

Week, 2015!
425 Front • Kaslo • 353-2436

Win, lose or draw, 
play proud... 

play with 
confidence!

Kaslo Community 
Pharmacy

403 Front St • 250-353-2224
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Hockey helps 
kids learn 
teamwork

Hockey 
builds 

character!

Minor Hockey Week 
Celebrates our young 

players!
Paul Peterson, 

RDCK director, Arrow Lakes

Support the Valley Voice with a 
voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30 
Send Cheque to: Valley Voice

Box 70
New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0

Celebrating the young 
athletes in our community!
Minor Hockey Week, 2015

510 Broadway, Nakusp, BC
250-265-3662

MINOR HOCKEY

Nakusp Pee Wee - Back row: Lisa Bateman (Manager), Wayne Hascarl (Head Coach), Hunter Guidon, Bailey Wallace, Kimberly Roberts, Darian Smith, Ewan Carter, Robert Coates (Asst. 
Coach), Kyle Grenier (Asst. Coach). Front row: Trinity Didier, Isaac Flamand, Noah Fizzard, Devon Coates, Aidan Hascarl. Missing: Parker Coulthard, Avery Coulthard.

Nakusp Atoms - Back row: Coaches Mike Smith and Ryan Fehler. Middle row: Lucas Robins, Thomas Steenhoff, Jake Bjarnason, Julie Faucher, Dakoda Fizzard, Jake Flamand. Front row: Evan 
Fehler, Jordis Smith, Michael Driedger, Quinn Scambler, Brody Wanstall, Addyson Robins, Tegan Abbott. Missing: Westin Coulthard, Maddex Sanders, Matt Robins (trainer), Kristy Robins (manager). 

Nakusp Junior Novice - Back row: Coaches Zac Wethal, Jarrod Teindl, Ryan Fehler. Middle row: Cole Hashimoto, Ethan Suhr, Kayden Wanstall, Maddex Sanders, Paityn Sanders, Mya 
Fehler, Kurtis Steenhoff. Front row: Zoe Balske, Kaitlyn Teindl, Noah Wethal, Raiya Abbott, Timothy Roberts, Tatum Dieterman, Jonah Fizzard.
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Celebrating Minor Hockey Week, 2014!

Kaslo Mohawk
250-353-2205

405-4th St. • Kaslo

The Village of 
Kaslo  celebrates 
our young hockey 

players during 
Minor Hockey 

Week

Play hard, play fair, 
have fun!

Kaslo 
Automotive
400 4th St. • Kaslo • 353-2645

Advertise in the 
Valley Voice

It pays!!!
• Call 358-7218 for details • 

email: valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca

Congratulations to all the players, and 
especially to the coaches and parents 
who support Minor Hockey.  You always 
win with teamwork!

Thank You!
to all the parents, 
coaches and kids 
for keeping Minor 

Hockey alive in our 
community! 

Front Street 
Market

411 Front St. • Kaslo 
(250) 353-2331

MINOR HOCKEY

Bantam House (Kaslo & Nakusp) - Back row: Jordan Davie (coach), Brendan McIntyre, Jordan McKinney, Kalen Jones, Ben Gardener, Cole Lythgoe & Brayden Reardon, Jeff Davie (coach). 
Front Row: Cole Bendis (on ice helper, standing), Eric Viera, Allison Bendis, Alex Roberts, Ember Hartland, Harley Command, Carlene Command (manager, standing).

Kaslo Pee Wee Winterhawks – Coaches: Chad Jones, Blair Enns, Avery Enns. Back row: Jacob Chymko, Kelly Pearson, Colton Hawes, Callum McDougall, Justin Anderson. 
Front row: Joseph Surina, Jaden Smith, Aza Hofmann, Layla Tyers, Julian Enns, Sage Matthews. Missing: Managers Amber Tyers & Mellissa Surina.

Kaslo Atom Winterhawks - Back row: Conner Robertson (coach), Zack Lamoureaux, Brianna Scott, Colton Chymko, Mica Hawes, Aidan Wilson, Ken Austin (coach). Front row: Francisco 
Ziegler, Ahma Hofmann, Kyle MacDonald, Landon Young, Quinn McRae, Paige Scott, Gabriel Ziegler. Missing: Chase McKinney, Alex Shaw. Managers: Tasha Austin, Tracy Remple.

Kaslo Novice – Back row: Shawn Begg (coach), Mackena Austin, Evan Steinmann, Zach Cathro, Shad Wilson (coach). 
Front row: Avery Wilson, Reid Cathro, Ryder Begg, Lavina Toprowski, Fynn Wilson, Trystan Kirklik, Ryder Austin. Missing: John Cathro (coach), Tracy Remple (manager).
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The Regional District of Central Kootenay (RDCK) is inviting 
applications for a Non-Benefitted Landfill Attendant to work 
shifts in Area 1 - Nakusp. Reporting to the Resource Recovery 
Operations Supervisor, the successful candidate will be 
responsible for directing public activity and collecting user fees 
from customers of the Regional District of Central Kootenay 
(RDCK) Resource Recovery site located in Area 1 - Nakusp. 
This is a part-time on-call position working less than 25 hours 
per week.

Required Qualifications Include:
• Demonstrated ability to deal courteously and effectively with 

the public.
• Proven ability to count cash and balance cash out and float.
• Demonstrated ability to understand and adhere to RDCK 

policies, bylaws and cash and bookkeeping procedures.
• Demonstrated ability to work independently and outdoors
• Must maintain a valid BC drivers license and possess reliable 

transportation
• Satisfactory Criminal Records Check

This posting, along with a detailed job description, can be found 
on our website at www.rdck.ca under Administration, Jobs.  
Please submit all to RDCK Human Resources by noon on 
Friday February 6th, 2015.  

LANDFILL 
ATTENDANT 
AREA 1– NAKUSP 

by Jan McMurray
• Lorna Louise and Holley Rubinsky 

attended as a delegation to speak about 
the light pollution from streetlights in 
Kaslo. “With the exception of the new 
streetlights on Water Street, the Village 
suffers from light pollution,” they write 
in their letter to council. 

They provided council with 
information explaining that light 
pollution occurs when artificial light 
illuminates the night sky as well as the 
ground, and that this detracts from the 
enjoyment of the nighttime setting, has 
negative effects on biological systems, 
and is a waste of energy. They asked 
council to move toward LED street 
lighting in the long term, and in the 
short term to identify lights that are 
offensive to residents and place hoods 
or shields on them, or move them lower 
on the pole.

Council passed several resolutions 
to address the problem. They agreed that 

the Village would implement a policy 
where failing or broken streetlights 
are automatically replaced with 
modern LED light fixtures that project 
exclusively onto the street below. Also, 
any future revision of the Subdivision 
Servicing Bylaw will include a standard 
change to require LED street lighting 
fixtures. Staff will document complaints 
about streetlights and the Public Works 
Crew will assist with modifications to 
those lights, such as installing hoods, as 
time, resources and capabilities permit. 
FortisBC will be invited to a meeting 
to discuss possible streetlight upgrade 
strategies. Staff will create a Front Street 
lighting plan, including potential funding 
sources, and the Kaslo and District 
Chamber of Commerce will be consulted 
about the possibility of replacing Front 
Street light fixtures with fixtures similar 
to those installed on Water Street. 

• An updated snow removal policy 
was adopted, and is posted on the 

municipal website. First priority routes 
for ploughing include school bus routes 
adjacent to highways, Arena Avenue, 
Front Street, Water Street and ‘A’ 
Avenue.

• The Village will issue a Request for 
Proposals (RFP) for a design contract for 
the old firehall site. The contract will be 
for up to $1,000 for a design that would 
include a garden, public art and outdoor 
reading area in an approach that does 
not conflict with local heritage form and 
character. A poll on the Village website 
on uses for the former firehall site had 
158 respondents. The most popular 

choice was a garden (51%), followed 
by an outdoor reading area (22%) and a 
piece of art, e.g. sculpture (10%).

• Community Works reserve funds 
will be budgeted for the purchase of 
blue boxes for the residential curbside 
recycling program, but the purchase will 
not proceed unless council is satisfied 
that the program will be viable beyond 
2016. The Village has signed a three-year 
agreement with MMBC for the curbside 
program. Residents have been slow to 
take advantage of the service; the RDCK 
recycling depot is still in place.

• The Village will pursue a crown 

Kaslo council, January 13: Streetlight upgrades discussed
license of occupation for the Logger 
Sports area.

• Douglas Yee and Tom Humphries 
were appointed to the Kaslo and Area D 
Healthcare Select Committee.

• The purchase of a replacement 
sewage pump at a maximum cost of 
$7,000 was approved for the sewer 
utility.

• The Village will sponsor the Minor 
Hockey Wall program with a municipal 
grant of $150.

• Bylaw 1166, a bylaw to establish 
a Board of Variance and the procedures 
and fees for appeals, was adopted.

submitted
How lucky we are to have Small 

World Project, an award winning trio, 
coming to grace our small stage at the 
Langham Cultural Centre on Friday, 
February 6, with their big ideas and 
their big sound. 

This amazing trio, with its 
arsenal of small stringed instruments, 
creates a unique, eclectic sound. It’s 
a happy, humorous and energetic 
mix of different musical styles and 

Big heart and big ideas meets small rural theatre
traditions. Sébastien Dufour, Patrick 
Graham and Frédéric Samson offer 
two completely different shows: their 
‘Less is More’ showcase combines 
the group’s original compositions 
with unusual interpretations from the 
repertoire of composers such as Ennio 
Morricone and Jimi Hendrix. It’s all 
mixed up with a variety of musical 
surprises, sometimes mind-blowing or 
at least mind-opening, and often witty 
and whimsical.

Join us February 6 at 7:30 pm for 
what’s sure to be an amazing show of 
up-close and personal improvisation 
and skilled interpretation of musical 
whimsy and wit.

Tickets are $15 and available at 
Willow Home Boutique and Sunnyside 
Naturals, two wonderful (and, in 
keeping with the theme, small) stores 
in Kaslo. 

M o r e  i n f o  a t  w w w .
smallworldproject.ca.

submitted
Kaslo Concert Society’s Jack G. 

McDowall Memorial Concert features 
soprano Noémi Kiss and classical 
guitarist Rita Dean in a recital of 
love songs from across the centuries, 
including works from Dowland, Sor, 
Giuliani, Rodrigo, Sieber, Villa-Lobos, 
Britten, and others. The concert takes 
place at St. Andrew’s United Church, 
Kaslo, on Friday, February 13 at 7 pm.

Kaslo concert: love songs for Valentine’s Day
Jack McDowall, the founder of 

the Kaslo Concert Society, encouraged 
Kootenay musicians to make music 
together, and this annual event in 
his honour carries on that tradition 
by presenting artists with a strong 
connection to the Kootenays. 

Noémi Kiss lives in Argenta, teaches 
in Nelson, and is a frequent flyer to 
Europe for concert engagements. Rita 
Dean lives in Nelson where she teaches 

classical guitar and piano as well as 
collaborating with other Kootenay 
musicians. She is also on the faculty of 
the Kaslo GuitarFest.

Tickets for this pre-Valentine’s Day 
concert are $22 and available at the door. 
School age children are admitted free 
when accompanied by an adult patron. 
Further information is available from 
David Stewart, sjdks@kaslo.org or 
250-353-7600.

submitted
The Pacific Coastal Airline now runs 

a flight between Trail and Kelowna. The 
new service operates six days a week, 
every day except Saturday. The 40-minute 
flight leaves Kelowna International 
Airport (YLW) at 1 pm and arrives in Trail 

Trail to Kelowna flights start
at 1:40. It leaves the Trail Regional Airport 
at 2:15 pm, arriving back in Kelowna at 
2:55. One-way fares from Kelowna to 
Trail start at $125.06, all in. Residents of 
the Kootenay and Okanagan regions have 
been calling for a scheduled flight between 
the communities for a number of years. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

HARDWOOD FLOORS 
WHOLESALE

100% CANADIAN PREF. ALUM-OXIDE. ROAK-
MAPLE BISTRO/TAVERN 3 1/4” X 3/4” - $4.39/SF 
– MILL RUN $85 Sel BETTER. NORTH PLANK. 

RL. UP TO 7’ $5.49/SF PLT. – ENG IMPORT 
FROM $3.99/SF PLT. CORK 50+ CHOICES 

FROM $2.59 SF PLT. GLUE DOWN – BAMBOO, 
SLATE FROM $3.99/SF PLT – MOST IN STOCK 

AT JUAN’S 1503 HWY 3A 
THRUMS (CASTLEGAR) BC

250-399-6377 Mon-Sat 8:30 am - 5 pm

mobile (250) 551-TIME (8463)

Jim Pownall & Co.
LOG & TIMBER FRAME HOMES

New Denver • BC
250-358-2566

jpownall@telus.net

HALL LUMBER 
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat 
10 am to 5 pm

PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd. 

Edgewood, BC

• Registered Septic System 
designer and installer •
• Ready Mix Concrete • 

• Lock Blocks • Drain Rock • 
• Road Crush • Sand & Gravel • 

• Dump Trucks • Excavator • 
• Crusher • Coloured Concrete • 

• Site Preparation •
Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
Ph. 265-4615 • vieirac@telus.net

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN 
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Indoor Garden 
Supplies

Castlegar
250-304-2911

1730 Hwy 3, Selkirk Spring Building
dan@canadiangardensupply.com

Safety, Service, Satisfaction
Installation and maintenance
jim@jemsgas.com

MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION
            TimberFrame Homes
    Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall

Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding

Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales

                 dave@maddentimber.com
                          250 265 1807

Wired by Alex
Electrical Contracting Ltd

Alex Joseph

250-358-7721

Crescent Bay 
Construction Ltd.

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431 
• Email cresbay@telus.net

LARRY’S Lawn & Yard Service
Snow removal

• Pruning • Odd jobs •

Cell: 250-265-7281 • Phone: 250-358-7772
Serving Silverton to Nakusp & all points in between.

Leaf Cabinetry
Residential & commercial 

cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC

250.226.7441 
www.leafcabinetry.com

CONSTRUCTION
FOUNDATIONS • timber FRAMING

ROOFING • RENOVATIONS

Specializing in Timber Framing
Cell: 250-265-8503 

Home: 250-269-7280

CARDS OF THANKS

CLASSIFIED ADS

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO – Award-
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza. 
250-353-2282.
NEW SLOCAN VALLEY RIDESHARE 
PROGRAM sponsored by The Healthy 
Community Society. For more information 
check community-connect.ca.
FEBRUARY IS 1-2-FREE STOREWIDE 
AT STILL EAGLE. Buy any two items, 
and the third one (equal or lower value) 
is FREE. Applies to just about everything 
in the store, including sale items, and you 
can mix and match. All February, come 
save up to 33% on eco clothing, bedding, 
kitchenware, accessories and more. 476 
Baker in Nelson.

WORK YOUR DREAM JOB and be 
your own boss with help from the Self 
Employment Program at Community 
Futures! Through this program, you will 
receive business plan instruction and 
ongoing business training and coaching 
while you start your business. And if you’re 
eligible, you will usually receive financial 
support for the first year. To learn more, 
call 265-3674 ext. 201 or email Nakusp@
futures.bc.ca.
THINKING OF STARTING, buying 
or expanding your own business? 
Community Futures offers business loans, 
counseling & training; and delivers the 
Self Employment program in the Arrow 
& Slocan Lakes area. For more info leave 
a message at 265-3674 ext. 201 or email 
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

THE FAMILY OF ALICE VISSER 
would like to thank everyone who us sent 
beautiful sympathy cards, touching e-mails, 
concerned phone calls, uplifting Facebook 
postings – and copious hugs – following the 
passing of our mother in late December. We 
could feel the love and support of our many, 
many friends and we thank you all: what a 
great community! To the care aides, nurses, 
doctors, and all the staff at The Pavilion, our 
gratitude and awe at your ability to provide 
such consistent, professional and kind care 
of our elders. And to the friends and family 

who sat with Alice as her time to die grew 
closer, including the many volunteers with 
the New Denver Hospice Society, we thank 
you from the bottom of our hearts!

- Lorna Visser & Wayne McCrory, 
Dennis Visser

IMPORTANT BLUES BOOGIE INFO: 
CORRECTION to ticket times! Doors 
open 8 pm, Music at 8:30. Shuttle to and 
from Silverton departs 7:30 & 7:45 pm 
from Valhalla Inn. $5 donation. Phone 
Katrina, 358-2284, for # of seats needed. 
Pre-Boogie dinner at Cup & Saucer; 5 & 7 
pm seatings; reservations required. Possible 
second seating shuttle by arrangement with 
Katrina. Got unused tickets? Phone 358-
7765 before Feb 4.
ANNUAL STEW NIGHT IN BURTON 
- Saturday, February 7, 2015 at 6 pm. Stew, 
Chili, Perogies and Desserts for $12.00/
person. Everyone Welcome. Sponsored by 
the Burton Seniors.
MOVIE NIGHT AT THE BOSUN: 
Friday, February 6 at 7 pm. The Penguins 
of Madagascar. $3 admission. Loonie 
concession.
GET YOUR ACT TOGETHER for the 
SLOCAN VALLEY ROCKS! AIR BAND/
LIP SYNC CONTEST, happening Saturday, 
April 25 at the Silverton Memorial Hall! 
Calling on all Slocan Valley businesses, 
organizations, groups and individuals to 
strut your stuff and enter to win cash prizes 
for 1st, 2nd and 3rd places. Coaching 
available. Don’t miss out on the fun! All 
ages and abilities, and all kinds of music 
welcome. Hosted by the Slocan District 
Chamber of Commerce. More info: 250-
358-7249 or 250-226-7967.
TEXAS HOLD’EM TOURNAMENT 
Saturday, Feb. 21 at 6:30 pm sharp at the 
Slocan Legion Hall 502 Harold St. $30 
buy-in. Advance tickets at Mountain Valley 
Station in Slocan or phone 250-355-2672 
to reserve. BC Gaming rules will apply. 
The Legion welcomes members & guests.
LET’S EAT TOGETHER presentation/
discussion with Myrna Lindblom, Public 
Health Nurse, for families with young 
children. Explore your families ideas on 

nutrition, eating well, and enjoying meals 
together. Thursday, February 5 at the 
Winlaw StrongStart Centre from 10 am-
noon. Free, with childminding and snacks 
provided. The program is offered by the 
Columbia Basin Alliance for Literacy 
and the Slocan Valley Early Childhood 
Community Advisory Council. Please 
call to register: Alison 359-6887 or Penny  
226-7605.

NAKUSP TRIPLEX FOR RENT. 3-4 
bedrooms. On acreage. 1200 sq. ft. $675/
mo. Appliances. 1-250-575-8867 or 1-250-
863-0886.
HOUSE FOR RENT IN SILVERTON. 
Two bedrooms. Pellet stove, washer, 
dryer, fridge, stove. $650.00 + utilities. 
250-358-7785.

AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING 
CONTAINERS 20 ft and 40 ft sizes. 
Kootenay Containers. Sales & Rentals. 
Castlegar. 250-365-3014.

THAI MASSAGE:  ful ly-clothed 
acupressure massage. FELDENKRAIS 
Awareness Through Movement classes 
in Nakusp & Winlaw. Tyson Bartel 250-
226-6826 thaitouch@yahoo.com; www.
thaitouch.ca
YOGA IN SILVERTON - THE INWARD 
JOURNEY: Monday morning 9-10:30; 
Thursday 4–5:30 pm. Honour your body 
by reducing stress, building strength, 
flexibility and balance. Upper story of the 
fire hall in Silverton. Only 5 minutes from 
New Denver. Open to all levels. Come 
and share mindfulness and the exultation 
of inner flow.

P T  C O M M U N I C A T I O N S 
COORDINATOR - The WKPC is seeking 
a PT liaison to connect stakeholders within 
the local foodshed, see kootenayfood.com 
for more info, deadline Feb. 4.

FOR INFORMATION ON AA, NA, 
OA, ACOA OR ALANON MEETINGS 
contact in New Denver: 358-7904 or 358-
7158; Nakusp 265-4216; Kaslo 353-2658; 

Slocan 355-2805; South Slocan 226-7705; 
Playmor Junction 359-7310.
NELSON & AREA ELDER ABUSE 
PREVENTION Resource Centre: 250-
352-6008 preventeldRabuse@sbdemail.
com / www.nelsonelderabuseprevention.
org. Drop-in Wednesdays 12-2 pm, 
719 Vernon Street, Nelson. Nelson and 
District Seniors Coordinating Society.

PERSONALIZED DOG CARE - 
WINLAW. Your dog’s home away from 
home, no kennels, acres of fenced play area 
and river swims. Call now to book your 
dog’s vacation. 1-250-448-6553, www.
barknrollinn.com.

Seed Exchange Day: Sun. Mar. 1, 1-4 
pm, Slocan Park Hall. $3 entry fee, $10/
table for vendors. Vendors must pre-
register by Feb. 23!
Natural Strategies for Family 
Wellness: Sat. Feb. 21, 12:30-3 pm, 
$25, Slocan Park Hall.
Dyeing with Cotton: Sat. Feb. 28, 10 
am - 3 pm, $65, Threads Guild.
Soccer-Early Registration Deadline 
March 1: Micro Soccer (ages 4-6) and 
SV Mixed Soccer League (ages 6-14). 
Funding available.
Program Changes: Drop-in Basketball 
at Mt. Sentinel is Mon’s 7:30-9 pm (not 
6-7 pm). Storytellers Event Feb. 15 is 
cancelled.

SAVE MONEY @ PETER’S WINDOWS 
& DOORS with energy-efficient windows, 
doors and siding by Gentek. We are the 
exclusive dealer of long lasting, high 
performing windows by Gentek. We also 
have lots of wood and metal doors in 
stock. Now selling Gentek siding. 1-250-
399-0079.
GERRY CONWAY  – Journeyman 
carpenter/builder. 250-265-3163.
C A R E G I V E R  AVA I L A B L E  – 
Experienced male caregiver available for 
in-home and in-community support. Min. 
3 hours service. Kootenaycaregivers.ca  
250-777-1169.

HOUSE-SIT WANTED: Responsible, 
mature male looking for house-sit in New 
Denver/Silverton or Kaslo areas for the 
winter. Call 250-777-3842.
RUSTY VOLKSWAGON bus/van with 
split front windshield. Any information 
please call 403-690-7646.
RENTAL WANTED - Sarah, Mark, and 
Sequoia Jeffreys are seeking a furnished 
summer rental in the Slocan from mid/late 
May to early August. Ideally, we would like to 
rent a place in New Denver or Silverton close 
to the lake, but as in past summers, we are open 
to possibilities from Red Mtn Rd up to Hills. 
Please contact us, by email at markjeffreys@
yahoo.com or by phone at (801) 910-1532, if 
you have or know of an availability suitable 
for two adults and a little girl with no pets. We 
look forward to being back!

C A R E G I V E R  AVA I L A B L E  – 
Experienced male caregiver available for 
in-home and in-community support. Min. 
3 hours service. Kootenaycaregivers.ca  
250-777-1169.

COMING EVENTS

FOr rENT

FOR SALE

HEALTH

HELP WANTED

NOTICES

PETS

SLOCAN vALLEY RECREATION

226-0008
SErVICES

WANTED

WORK WANTED

CORRECTION
The Valley Voice would like to offer a 

correction to the sentence published in our 
‘Year in Review’ article in December, which we 
retracted in the January 14 issue. The original 
sentence read: “[Marilyn] James objected to a 
reburial ceremony September 15-16 for which 
[Robert] Watt consulted with members of the 
ONA.” The correction reads: “James objected 
to the way in which the reburial ceremony of 
September 15-16 was carried out at Slocan Pool. 
Having conducted 64 previous reburials of partial 
and complete Sinixt ancestral remains, James 
feels the September ceremony was conducted in 
a way that was spiritually, culturally, politically 
and personally disrespectful. She also publicly 
expressed her deep concern about Robert 
Watt, the CCT and the ONA’s involvement in 
the reburial.” The Valley Voice would like to 
apologize for any issues caused by the original 
sentence and the subsequent retraction.
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Support the Valley Voice with 
a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30 

Open Wednesday - Saturday 
10:30 am – 4:30 pm

Closed Sunday -Tuesday

Main Street, New Denver
250-358-2178

WINTER HOURS
9 AM - 9 PM

Kaslo Clothes Hanger

Open Wed - Sun

Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area. 
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

New Market Foods
518 6th Ave • New Denver
250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290

email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm

Legendary 
Meats 

Custom 
Cutting

Open for the 2014 Cutting 
Season

Call now to book your appointment
Phone/Fax 250.226.7803
www.legendarymeats.ca
2826 Hwy 6, Slocan Park

358-7769

AVA’S  
Hair Studio

Far right entrance of the Wild Rose Building in Rosebery

OPEN YEAR-ROUND

HAIR

Certified by the Province of BC to test drinking water

H. A. Benson Inc.
Chartered Accountant
119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0

Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: howard@habenson.ca

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY Bikes, Skis, 
Snowshoes

Sales and 
Maintenance 

Call Shon
250-265-3332

shonsbs@gmail.com

Your ad could 
be here for only 

$11.00 + GST

submitted
Looking for a rewarding and fun 

way to get involved in your community? 
Preparations are underway for the 2015 
Slocan Valley Mixed Soccer League, and 
Slocan Valley Recreation is asking the 
community for assistance with a variety 
of volunteer roles. 

The season typically runs from mid-
April to mid-June and has three divisions 
(U8, U10 and U14). Additionally, Micro 
Soccer introduces and prepares little ones 
(ages 4-6) for entry into the league.

This program has been growing 

over the years, and a team of volunteers 
is required to ensure that the season is 
successful, safe and fun. In addition to 
the traditional volunteer roles, positions 
have been developed to improve 
communications and the quality of 
the experience for everyone involved. 
Call Slocan Valley Recreation for more 
information on volunteer opportunities 
in the following areas (whether you 
have a child registered in the program 
or not): coaching, assistant coaching, 
communications, equipment and field 
maintenance, risk management.

Volunteers can have one child 
play for free, and coaches and assistant 
coaches will be offered training in the 
weeks leading up to the season start 
date. A criminal record check will be 
required for most positions. If you are 
interested in getting involved but aren’t 
sure where you might fit, staff at Slocan 
Valley Recreation will happily discuss 

Slocan Valley Soccer looking for volunteers
options with you.  

For those registering for soccer, 
the early bird deadline is March 1. The 
final registration date is March 13. Late 

registrations will only be accepted if 
space allows. If financial assistance 
is required, please call to discuss 
possible funding options. All calls are 

confidential. For more information, or 
to register for the Slocan Valley Mixed 
Soccer League, contact Slocan Valley 
Recreation at 226-0008.

submitted
The Winlaw Fire Department 

will host its third annual snow-pitch 
tournament at the Appledale Hall on 
February 15 starting at noon. 

F i r e f i g h t e r s  f r o m  l o c a l 
departments will attempt to play 
baseball in the snow, which is very 
entertaining to watch. 

Enjoy free hot chocolate around 
the bonfire. There will be a barbecue, 
a silent auction and T-shirts for sale. 

All proceeds will be donated to 
Muscular Dystrophy Canada. Please 
come out and have fun in support of 
a great cause. 

Last year, the department raised 

Snow-pitch fun to support MD Canada
almost $800, and they would love to 
beat that number this year. 

For more information or a 

registration form, please call the 
Winlaw Fire Department at 250-
226-7353.

The Winlaw Fire Department will host its third annual snow-pitch tournament at the Appledale 
Hall on February 15 starting at noon. 

CLASSIFIED/COMMUNITY
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FLOWERS

CLASSIFIED/COMMUNITY

Your ad could 
be here for only 

$11.00 + GST

ENVIRONMENT

Appointments can be scheduled by contacting 
his Nelson office at 250-352-5135

Dr. Brennan comes to New Denver and Nakusp every week:
Slocan Community Health Centre on Wednesday Afternoons

Arrow Lakes Hospital on Thursday Mornings
Neck Pain, Back Pain, Headaches, Shoulder 

Pain, Foot Pain, Hip Pain

Dr. Michael Brennan • Chiropractor
Over 10 years experience

info

Your ad could 
be here for only 

$11.00 + GST

Open 1 pm to 4:30 pm Tues. to Sat.

Fresh Florist Arrangements  
                   by Darlene
Green Acres Ventures

Weddings & Everyday Flowers
Delivery available 250-265-1379

email: greenacres@live.ca • www.greenacresnakusp.ca

submitted
As we in the Slocan Valley greet 

the new year, many of our resolutions 
may include being more creative, 
working smoothly with others, 
appreciating diversity, translating 
problems into solutions, enriching 
interconnectedness, and protecting our 

Apply now for Slocan Valley Legacy Fund grants
natural environment.

If you are involved with a group 
that shares these goals, it is time to 
put on your thinking cap and apply 
for a grant through the Slocan Valley 
Community Legacy Society. The 
application process is not arduous, but 
aims to be user friendly. 

Last year, the fund awarded $8,000 
to six deserving organizations. In 2015 
it will award up to $15,000. 

2014 recipients included the New 
Denver Hospice for the ‘Save the 
Memorial Gardens’ project; Columbia 
Basin Alliance for Literacy for an adult 
computer and literacy program; Village 

of New Denver/Nikkei Internment 
Memorial Centre for a community 
celebration of the 20th anniversary 
of the centre; Rural Alternatives 
Research and Training Society/
West Kootenay Permaculture Co-op 
for the development of the website 
kootenayfood.com; WE Graham 
Community Service Society/Slocan 
Valley Early Childhood Community 
Advisory Council for a celebration 
of six years of Networks for New 
Parents; Slocan Lake Early Learning 
Society/New Denver Nursery School 
for playground maintenance.

The fund is available to help 
people in the Slocan Valley develop 
a resilient and vital community. The 
society holds a broad definition of 
resiliency, and supports projects that 
develop resiliency in a variety of ways 
– agricultural, artistic, environmental, 
economic – using ideas that spring 

from our rich and creative community. 
The fund has received donations 
from Kootenay Savings Credit 
Union and the Columbia Basin Trust; 
however, the main support comes 
from individuals in the community. 
A gift given from the valley stays in 
the valley.

Applications are available 
on the society’s webpage www.
slocanvalleylegacy.com. Deadline for 
applications is March 13.

submitted
Got lightbulbs? Get them safely 

recycled! The Village of New Denver 
is now operating a collection site for the 
LightRecycle Program. New Denver and 
area residents can take their lights to the 
Village office between 8 am and 4 pm 
Monday to Friday. 

LightRecycle is a non-profit 
recycling program for lighting products, 
ranging from lightbulbs to flashlights, 
table lamps and chandeliers. Consumers 

New Denver offers lightbulb recycling
can drop off their old and broken 
residential-use lighting products at 
collection sites across the province for 
recycling without charge. Please put 
them in boxes, not bags, for everyone’s 
safety.

The Village of New Denver is 
providing this service to help keep 
dangerous chemicals out of landfills and 
to support Canada’s first comprehensive 
lighting products recycling program. 
The LightRecycle program ensures 

that recyclable materials from lighting 
products, such as metal, plastic and 
glass, are recycled into new products 
and do not end up in landfills. Some 
lighting products contain hazardous 
materials like mercury. LightRecycle 
helps keeps these harmful materials out 
of the environment by safely recycling 
them at approved facilities

For more information on what 
products are accepted, go to the website 
www.lightrecycle.ca.
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Concrete, stone, and tile
Interior and Exterior

• Power trowel concrete 
finishing

• Concrete stamping and 
acid staining

• Forming
• Tile setting
• Cultured and natural 

stone installation

Creative masonry 
solutions for your home 

and business.

Patrick Baird
250-354-8562

www.elementconcrete.ca

Wishes only the best for our regional community in 2015!

The Valley Voice is still going strong, thanks to you! Very big thanks to our 
readers, advertisers, contributors, subscribers and voluntary subscribers.

We ask for your continued support in 2015:

• Consider a voluntary subscription – a contribution towards our cost of 
delivering the Valley Voice to your mailbox. Suggested amount is $10 - $30.
• Tell our advertisers that you saw their ad in the Valley Voice.
• Advertise with us.
• Keep submitting those letters and articles.

Proud to be producing an independently and locally owned regional 
community newspaper in the West Kootenay!

Dan Nicholson and Jan McMurray, co-owners.

Valentine’s Day
I Love You, I Am Thinking 

About You, I Care!

Kaslo Florists
 (250)353-7553

www.kasloflorists.com
info@kasloflorists.com

by Jan McMurray
Is it feasible to expand the 

international program at School 
District 10 Arrow Lakes? Ryoko 
Kobayashi, Nakusp Secondary School 
Vice-Principal, has been exploring this 
question since November and made 
a presentation at the school district’s 
Committee of the Whole meeting on 
January 13.

She said she is prepared to try 
to fulfill the vision of having 10 

international students in the district for 
September 2015, but there is a lot of 
work ahead to build the program over 
the long term.

The most important thing is 
“knowing whether there is an appetite 
here in the Arrow Lakes area to receive 
international students,” she said. 

To that end, she will be hosting 
meetings in Nakusp and New 
Denver for people who are interested 
in providing accommodation for 

international students. The New Denver 
meeting takes place February 11 at 
7 pm at the Lucerne School library, 
and the Nakusp meeting takes place 
February 12 at 7 pm at the Nakusp 
Secondary School library.

Kobayashi said she has met with 
many local organizations, such as 
the Nakusp Chamber of Commerce, 
Village of Nakusp, Nakusp Rotary Club, 
and the Minor Hockey Association to 
talk about homestays, and she has 12 
families interested already.

Kobayashi also reported that a 
website dedicated to the international 
program would go live in mid-February. 
However, she said the district would not 
be able to rely on the website only, and 

travel to the countries to recruit students 
would be necessary in future.

To do the research on expanding 
the program in the Arrow Lakes, 
Kobayashi contacted other districts, 
the Government of Canada, and several 
associations. She said the annual 
tuition fee for international students is 
typically about $12,500 and the monthly 
homestay fee is about $800 per month.

Kobayashi also found that the 
district would be better positioned to 
attract international students if it had 
something unique to offer. “We can 
say we’re a safe and beautiful district, 
but every other district in BC can say 
the same thing,” she said. “We have to 
think of something unique.”

SD10 Arrow Lakes looks at bringing in more international students
She suggested that the district 

consider academies, and gave the 
example of an aviation academy. 
English is the only language in aviation, 
and Selkirk College has put a hold on its 
aviation program, so there may be some 
resources at the college that the district 
could use. “Some of these academy 
ideas are really exciting,” she said.

Currently,  there are three 
international students in the district. 
Oliver and Andrew Kang are attending 
Nakusp Secondary, and Bill Gao is 
attending Lucerne School in New 
Denver. The Kang brothers attended 
the Committee of the Whole meeting 
and had very positive reports about their 
experience so far.

by Hillary Elliott
Kootenay Lake School District 

8 is conducting a ‘facilities review’ 
and has asked the public for ideas on 
how best to use the district’s schools 
and other facilities while adding value 
to student learning. The public has 
responded with 42 different scenarios. 

Eleven of these scenarios pertain 
to the Slocan Valley family of schools. 
There were 20 submissions from 
the public for the Slocan Valley, 
and the ideas in the 20 submissions 
were boiled down into 11 different 
scenarios.

The main challenge in the 
Slocan Valley is capacity. Projected 
enrollment figures show Brent 
Kennedy, Mt. Sentinel and Winlaw 
Schools to be near or over capacity, 
and WE Graham to be significantly 
under capacity. 

A number of scenarios address 
the capacity challenges at Winlaw 
Elementary, which is projected to be 
at 114 percent capacity in 2015-16. 

The most popular solution, 
presented in five submissions, is to 
build a portable at Winlaw and carry 
on offering K-6 classes.

The next popular solution, 
suggested in four submissions, is that 
Winlaw be a K-3 or a K-4 school, 
with students moving to WE Graham 
for the remaining elementary grades.

Two people supported Winlaw 
becoming a K-5 school, with the 
Grade 6 students moving down to 
Brent Kennedy or Mount Sentinel. 

One person proposed eliminating 
the Winlaw library space and creating 
another classroom.

There were three submissions 
for closing WE Graham Community 

School, one of which suggested 
building an addition onto Winlaw. 
There was one suggestion received 
for closing Winlaw and moving the 
students to WE Graham.

The final two scenarios for the 
Slocan Valley were suggested by 
one proponent each. One of these 
is that the Slocan Valley family of 
schools have one elementary school 
(K-5), Mount Sentinel as a middle 
school (grades 6-8), with grades 
9-12 students attending LV Rogers 
Secondary in Nelson. The other 
scenario was for Winlaw School to 
be a K-3, WE Graham 4-7, Brent 
Kennedy K-7, and Mount Sentinel 
8-12 with a wilderness program.

On the district website, the 42 
scenarios are categorized either 
under the appropriate family of 
schools, or under the category that 
pertains to the entire district. Under 
the district category, there were eight 
submissions suggesting that the 
school district sell all unused property 
within its boundaries.

The ‘scenario summary’ can be 
found at 222.sd8.bc.ca/?p=3507 or 
by going to the ‘Facilities Planning’ 
link under ‘News and Highlights’ at 
www.sd8.bc.ca.

Next steps include: scenario input 
from leadership staff and trustees; 
evaluation of scenarios using the 
board’s criteria scorecard; town hall 
meetings to share and discuss results 
with the public; public feedback period 
#3; draft facilities plan development 
for community feedback.

SD8 facilities review: 42 scenarios received from public


