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by Art Joyce
A provincial court judge has 

ruled that the BC government and 
Executive Flight Centre Fuel Services 
Ltd. will face charges in relation to 
the Lemon Creek fuel spill. Charges 
were laid under the Fisheries Act 
against the provincial government 
(Ministry of Forests, Lands and 
Natural Resource Operations or 
FLNRO) and Executive Flight Fuel 
Services Ltd. by longtime Slocan 
Valley resident Marilyn Burgoon. 

“This is a very important victory 
for democracy,” said Burgoon. “This 
provincial court decision means that 
government and industry are still 
accountable for their actions in a 
court of law. Even when government 
and industry drag their feet to avoid 
investigation of environmental 
offences, justice can still prevail.” 

Judge Mayland McKimm ruled 
that the government and Executive 
Flight Centre would face the 
charges after hearing the evidence 
in the Nelson courthouse November 
27. Lilina Lysenko appeared as 
counsel for Burgoon while Todd 
Gerhart appeared as counsel for the 
Department of Justice. 

According to a media release 
issued by Burgoon, her evidence – 
adding up to a book-length testimony 
of material – substantiated that, “both 
parties shared responsibility for the 
fuel entering Lemon Creek, flowing 
downstream into the Slocan River 
and Kootenay Rivers.” 

Use of the federal Fisheries 
Act, section 36, was key to bringing 
the matter into a court of law. 

Lemon Creek fuel spill: Judge orders charges 
to proceed against Province of BC and Executive Flight Centre

Section 36 makes it an offense to 
pollute any Canadian waterway 
and has provisions for holding 
polluters accountable. Burgoon 
was encouraged in this approach by 
retired federal fisheries biologist Otto 
Langer, who has testified in hundreds 
of similar cases.

“Government  has  amply 
demonstrated that it has largely 
neutered environmental legislation, 
undermined the civil servants that 
are to do the work and above all 
destroyed the will to do the job. It 
is totally obvious that if we are to 
protect the environment, citizens 
must play a much greater and direct 
role in environmental assessments 
and enforcement work,” said Langer 
upon hearing of Judge McKimm’s 
decision allowing the case to 
proceed. 

Langer visited the Slocan Valley 
three months after the July 2013 fuel 
spill and inspected Lemon Creek and 
its immediate downstream environs. 
“The spill literally wiped out all life 
in the stream for several kilometers 
including invertebrates, fish, birds 
and mammals,” he writes. Upon 
inspection he noted the persistent 
odour of jet fuel along the creek as 
well as “signs of jet fuel … under 
the rocks in the stream, in the detrital 
matter along the stream and a sheen 
of jet fuel was evident flowing along 
the banks of Lemon Creek.”  

It has been 18 months since that 
environmental nightmare, during 
which time valley residents were met 
with continual stonewalling from 
BC’s Ministry of Environment on 

issues of post-spill monitoring and 
victim compensation. The private 
firm SNC Lavalin, hired by Executive 
Flight Centre and infamous for some 
of its illegal overseas activities, 
has been allowed to direct both the 
scope and details of monitoring. 
Slocan Valley Streamkeepers, under 
the direction of award-winning 
microbiologist Jennifer Yeow, has 
offered both its own independent 
monitoring program plus at least 
a decade worth of baseline data. 
Yet offers to include this data in 
the material collected by SNC 
Lavalin have been met mostly with 
disinterest, opening the possibility 
that the firm’s conclusions could be 
skewed or inaccurate. 

Streamkeepers issued its own 
report on May 24, 2014 noting that 
evidence of the fuel could still be 
found in both the stream and side 
channels 10 months after the spill. 
Also reported was a continued 
lack of the microscopic life 
(benthic invertebrates) upon which 
watersheds depend for life higher up 
the biological chain. At a community 
meeting in Winlaw Hall – the site of 
the disaster response centre in the 
weeks following the spill – Yeow 
reported that EPH (extractable 
petroleum hydrocarbon) levels had 
declined from an off-the-chart high 
of 150-770 ppm (parts per million) 
in Lemon Creek side channels to 
23.7 ppm EPH after the 2014 spring 
freshet. Although regulations for 
drinking water are somewhat lax 
when it comes to fossil fuel-based 
contaminants, a standard of 5 ppm 

EPH is considered the maximum 
allowable. At 10 ppm you can taste 
it in water. 

Both Langer and Burgoon 
were frustrated by the provincial 
government’s foot-dragging in the 
aftermath of the spill. Langer says he 
“sent around a note” a few months 
ago complaining of the “lack of 
desire by the Province or Federal 
DFO/EC to lay charges on this 
incident despite having had many 
months to complete investigations.” 
That’s when Burgoon stepped up. 
A veteran of the Perry Ridge Water 
Users Association (PRWUA), 
Burgoon has been a longtime leader 
in the fight to protect the Perry Ridge 

watershed from inappropriate or 
negligent industrial activity. 

“The Fisheries Act specifically 
provides for private prosecutions 
by individuals,” explains Burgoon. 
“In addit ion,  the r ight of a 
private citizen to lay a charge is 
considered a fundamental part of 
Canada’s criminal justice system. If 
government is not going to apply the 
laws of Canada, it is up to the people 
to do so. I had no choice but to launch 
a private prosecution and let a judge 
review the evidence.” 

Burgoon’s legal counsel is 
being supported by West Coast 
Environmental Law’s Dispute 
Resolution fund. 

New Denver Nursery School’s Charlene Alexander recently won a Prime Minister’s Award for 
Excellence in Early Childhood Education. In this photo she stands between her colleague Julia 

Greenlaw and former New Denver Mayor Gary Wright. See story on page 7.
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by Colleen Emery, Master Herbalist
Keeping well through the cold 

and flu season can be challenging. 
Viruses are highly contagious, but 
using preventative strategies can 
greatly bolster one’s immune system to 
defend itself. And should you contract 
an illness, there are ways to reduce the 
severity of symptoms and decrease the 
likelihood of secondary complications.

Always consult a qualified health 
practitioner for advice on healing 
through flu.
Key preventative 
strategies

• Avoid sugar. Sugar has the ability 
to impede immune system response for 
up to 7 hours post consumption. Certain 
forms of sugar completely shut down 
immune system response while others 
will slow it.

• Wash hands often in hot soapy 

water. Avoid antibacterial agents as 
they eliminate the healthy bacteria that 
aid in virus consumption.

• Use essential oils as a way to clear 
airborne pathogens.

• Eat whole foods rich in Vitamin 
C, Vitamin A, Beta-Carotene, and Zinc.

• Supplement with a good quality 
Vitamin D product.

• Use adaptogenic herbs to 
strengthen immune response. Examples 
are Reishi, Astragalus, Cordyceps, 
Licorice, Rhodiola, Eleuthero root.

• Sleep. Rest often and frequently 
at this time of year.

• Avoid detoxification programs. 
Reserve cleansing for spring time when 
the seasonal approach supports this.

• Limit the amount of raw food and 
cold foods this time of year. Maximize 
healing broths and teas. Use spices and 
herbs to warm foods. Limit dairy, cold 

beverages, ice cream, green smoothies, 
etc.

• Consume a source of Essential 
Fatty Acids daily.

What happens if you do start to 
come down with something?

Viruses can come on very suddenly 
with extreme symptoms such as high 
fevers. Remember fever is not a 
disease, it is a defense mechanism 
that the body mounts to combat the 
flu. Watch for the main signs of a 
healthy fever: responsive, perspiring, 
consuming liquids. Watch for fevers 
that are dry, high, and the ailing person 
is non-responsive.
Key strategies for 
combatting a virus

As soon as you feel the tickle or 
ache of something coming on begin 
the following strategies:

• Brew a pot of tea that contains 
herbs that aid in dispersing the virus 
from the body. Yarrow flower, elder 
flower, peppermint are examples. Can’t 
get your kids to drink a cup of tea? 
Brew a strong pot of tea, put it in the 
bath and bathe your children in the tea. 
Works just the same.

• Begin infection fighter herbs such 
as Echinacea, Osha, Elder berry, etc. 
Having a conversation with a herbalist 
ahead of time to stock your herb pantry 
is essential. Don’t wait until you are 
sick to seek out these herbs. Having 
these herbs set aside for those moments 
you need then will greatly improve 
your recovery time.

•  D i s c o n t i n u e  w i t h  y o u r 
adaptogenic herbs until you feel well 
again. These herb are tonifying and will 
encourage the virus to stay in the body.

• Up your Vitamin C and D intake.

• Include healing broths.
• Rest.
• Seek out a qualified health 

professional if you need advice. 
Don’t wait until the virus evolves into 
something more serious.

It’s important to be able to 
differentiate between a cold and a flu 
virus, because flu viruses can turn into 
secondary infections within the body’s 

Wellness strategies for the cold and flu season
systems. It’s these secondary infections 
that can be of concern, such as upper 
and lower respiratory infections. When 
mucous production changes color to 
yellow, this indicates infection and 
requires one-on-one consultation with 
a heath practitioner.

Colleen Emery is a Master Herbalist 
in Winlaw. Visit www.emeryherbals.
com for more information.

by Jan McMurray
It’s been dubbed ‘the choir flu’ in 

New Denver because so many people 
who attended the choir’s Christmas 
concert came down with it. 

But it’s actually the H3N2 flu virus, 
and it’s circulating around all of BC and 
other provinces in Canada, reports Dr. 
Trevor Corniel, medical health officer 
for Interior Health. According to news 
reports, it’s hit the US quite hard, as well.

Dr. Corniel says this virus causes 
more severe illness than most other 
flus, and affects seniors and the elderly 
in particular. He says it comes around 
every two or three years.

“We’re seeing quite a spike right 
now, but we haven’t reached the highest 
number of cases in ten years,” reported 
Corniel. “We’re above average for a 
typical flu season here, but the numbers 
are not unusual for this strain of the flu.”

Corniel added that cases began 

Flu virus sweeps through Interior Health region, BC and beyond
showing up in November, where usually 
the flu season starts December 1. “There 
was an early start to the season, so that 
may have played a role in the more recent 
activity,” he said.

Unfortunately, this year’s flu vaccine 
is expected to have limited success 
warding off this illness because the virus 
has mutated slightly. Corniel says they 
won’t know about the effectiveness of 
the vaccine until they do the analysis 
at the end of the season. However, he 
encourages people to get the vaccine, as 
he says it still offers protection and will 
decrease the severity of the illness.

Corniel reminds people to cough 
into their arm and to wash their hands 
regularly. “These are very important 
ways to prevent cold or flu viruses.”

There are antivirals that can be 
prescribed by physicians, but these are 
usually reserved only for people who are 
likely to be severely affected.

submitted
Everyone is invited to join the first 

local Unplug & Play Week Saturday, 
January 24 to Friday, January 30. Two 
local programs are taking place – one 
in the New Denver area and one in the 
Nakusp area. Details here are for New 
Denver area, but there are just as many 
events in Nakusp.

Unplug & Play happens around 
the world. It gets people away from the 
digital world and out playing. To keep 
active, especially in winter when it can 
be harder to play outside, it’s important 
to find things you like that keep you 
moving. Unplug & Play showcases 
fun things you can do in our area each 
week, plus a few extra special activities.

New Denver & Area Unplug & 
Play starts on Saturday, January 24 with 
a Kitchen Party Singalong at the Apple 
Tree Café from 2 to 4 pm. Everyone is 
welcome: bring your voices, children, 
and instruments if you have them, to be 
part of this Maritime style jam.

Sunday you can learn a lot about 
birds from Richard Johnson, who will 
lead a bird tour starting at Lucerne 
School at 9 am. After that, head down 
to the Community Fitness Centre for 
an equipment and training orientation 
($10 cost) with trainer and professional 
athlete Janis Neufeld. Plus the Silverton 
Arena is open for drop-in skating on 
Sundays through the winter, from 2 
to 4 pm.

After Monday morning yoga at the 
Silverton Fire Hall, Lucerne School is 
hosting a 3:15 pm basketball game. 
Cheer on the junior boys against the 
senior girls! Then at 6 pm in the Lucerne 
School library, everyone is invited to 
learn skills from the past for use in the 
future. Lila Strand and Marcy Mahr 
will lead knitting lessons, and Tonio 
Bachrach will teach bread making.

Unplug & Play Week offers something for everyone
Tuesday, January 27 is BC Literacy 

Day. After Parkour at Lucerne School 
gym everyone is invited to stories, 
games, and free pizza after 5:30 pm 
in the school library. Then join Gary 
and Nadine for shinny hockey in the 
Silverton Arena at 7 pm.

Mother Goose, a singing and 
storytelling program for young children 
/ babies and their caregivers, starts at 
10 am Wednesday at the Knox Hall. 
Wednesday evening at 5 pm, the youth 
centre offers free art lessons for teens, 
and at 7 pm there is weekly drop-in 
badminton at the Lucerne School gym. 
Also on Wednesday from 6:30 to 8:30, 
the youth centre is sponsoring a Disco 
Skate for all ages. 

On Friday, January 30, Anita 
Werner and Rebecca Sargent will start 
the day leading a 9:30 am stretch at the 
Community Fitness Centre then finish it 
off with a 3:15 pm aikido demonstration 
at the Lucerne School gym. During 
the day, join the Senior Association’s 
weekly coffee and bridge at the Knox 
Hall. And Friday night the Summit Ski 
Hill is lit up and open and the Silverton 
arena has drop-in curling for adults. 

Look for details on posters around 
town or at www.newdenver.ca. Unplug 
& Play passports will be distributed 
through the schools and Strong Start 
programs in New Denver and Nakusp.

Remember, this is only the 
beginning. There are great ways to 
unplug and play all year round.

Registration is not necessary for 
most of these events. Just show up 
and have a go. Proudly presented by 
the Healthy Community Society of 
the North Slocan Valley, the North 
Kootenay Sport and Recreation 
Council, and the Arrow and Slocan 
Lakes Community Literacy Advisory 
Council.
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Nakusp Rotary Club
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at Gabi’s Restaurant • 211 - 6th Ave NW

Community Calendar

MEN with BROOMS
CHIMNEY SWEEPS
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Wood Burning Appliances
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Thursday, January 15
RDCK board meeting    RDCK boardroom, Nelson 9 am
Friday, January 16
The Star Children signing Hidden Garden Gallery 2:30-4 pm
Saturday, January 17
Faces in Places     Hidden Garden Gallery 10 am-3 pm
Sunday, January 18
Faces in Places     Hidden Garden Gallery 10 am-3 pm
Tuesday, January 20
Silverton council  Council Chambers  7 pm
Wednesday, January 21
Portes Ouvertes     Ecole Des Sentiers-Alpins 6:30 pm
Chamber Music Concert Knox Hall, New Denver 4 pm
Friday, January 23
Playboyz Ladies Night Odin’s Pub, New Denver 9 pm
Saturday, January 24
Portes Ouvertes     Ecole Des Sentiers-Alpins 6:30 pm
AL Hist. Soc. Anniversary New Archives Building 1-5 pm
Locavores’ Feast  Vallican Whole  5 pm
Rosebery Parklands AGM Knox Hall, New Denver 1 pm
Sunday, January 25
A Day on the Trail  SV Rail Trail (Lemon Creek) 1-3 pm
Monday, January 26
Nakusp council  Council Chambers  6:30 pm
Tuesday, January 27
Kaslo council  Council Chambers  7 pm
New Denver council Council Chambers  7 pm

submitted
The RCMP is seeking the public’s 

assistance in locating Slocan resident 
Victoria Aguilar, who has been 
missing since Saturday, January 3 
around 1 pm.

Victoria’s daughter, Rebecca, 
reports that Victoria was last seen 
near the Slocan landfill site by a skier 
on the rail trail. She was wearing a 
long brown winter coat, a toque, and 
winter boots. She is 63 years old, 5’4” 
tall, and of medium build. She has a 
shaved head and a fair complexion 
with freckles.

The Slocan Lake RCMP along 
with Nakusp Ground Search and 
Rescue, RCMP Police Dog Services, 
and New Denver Fire and Rescue 

Missing person: Slocan 
resident Victoria Aguilar

Boat have been searching for Victoria 
since she was reported missing on 
January 7. The search has covered 
an expansive area consisting of 
abandoned roads, trails, beach fronts, 
river shores, water areas, cabins and 
open fields, in and around Slocan. 
Despite the exhaustive three-day 
ground search, Victoria has not been 
located.

An air search will be conducted 
when weather allows, and further 
searches will be planned pending 
snow melt and/or further information 
leading searchers to any specific area.

Anyone with information is 
asked to contact their local police or 
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-TIPS 
(8477).

Slocan resident Victoria Aguilar has been missing since Saturday, January 3 around 1 pm.

by Jan McMurray
The huge snowfall January 3-7 

caused a number of power outages 
throughout the region.

On Wednesday, January 7, the 
power was out from 10 am to 4 
pm from Silverton right through 
to Lumby. A number of trees, 
weighed down from the snow 
and freezing rain, had fallen on 
the BC Hydro transmission line 
from Vernon to the Monashee 
substation, knocking it out of 
service. The outage affected 
approximately 6,439 customers. 

BC Hydro also reports that 
there were three outages in the 
Lardeau Valley during the storm: 
from 6:15 pm to 2:30 am on 
Monday, January 5; from 5-8 
pm on Tuesday, January 6; and 
then from 10 am to 3:30 pm on 
January 7. The January 6 outage 
was caused by a tree on the line. 
The outages on January 5 and 
7 were caused by an issue with 
FortisBC’s transmission line, and 
also affected FortisBC customers 
in Kaslo. FortisBC reports that the 
January 5 outage affected around 
4,000 customers in the Kaslo and 
Crawford Bay areas.

The storm also kept FortisBC 
crews busy in the Slocan Valley. 
On January 5, the power was 
out from Passmore to Lemon 
Creek, affecting 1,200 customers, 
from 9:45 am to 4 pm. The next 

Snowstorm causes power outages throughout area
morning, a much shorter outage 
(less than an hour) affected 2700 
customers in the valley.

by Jan McMurray
A fire in the early morning of 

Friday, January 9 damaged three 

School buses damaged by fire at Brent Kennedy School
school buses parked in the fenced 
compound at Brent Kennedy School.

The fire was reported by a 

passerby at about 5 am, and the 
Crescent Valley Fire Department and 
the Nelson RCMP responded.

Ryan Durand, deputy chief of 
the fire department, reports that eight 
members of the department were on 
scene within ten minutes and had the 

fire out within about half an hour. 
Larry Brown, director of 

operations for the school district, 
reports that one of the buses caught 
fire, and the two buses parked either 
side of it were damaged by the heat. 
He thinks the bus that caught fire is 

a total write-off and the other two 
are repairable. “We have already 
been in touch with ICBC and claim 
numbers and an adjuster have been 
assigned,” he said.

Brown says the cause of the 
fire is suspected to be mechanical. 
The regional commercial vehicle 
inspector will be coming Tuesday, 
January 13 to do an inspection to 
determine the cause. Brown said the 
bus that caught fire was last inspected 
on July 23 last year.

Meanwhile, children are still 
able to get to school by bus. “We are 
covering service by moving a spare 
bus from Nelson and a spare bus 
from Creston to the Brent Kennedy 
compound. The third bus will be 
covered by using one of the two 
spares already at the compound,” 
reported Brown.

Fortunately, the district has five 
new buses on order, expected to 
arrive in the very near future.

Front view of one of three buses damaged by fire at Brent Kennedy School in Crescent Valley.

Side view of one of three buses damaged by fire at Brent Kennedy School in Crescent Valley.
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Open letter to 
Environment 
Minister Mary Polak

I am very pleased to know that 
there is a woman in the position of 
safeguarding our environment.  I’m 
sure you agree that we are well overdue 
for a significant change to the good-
old-boy style of governing (read: doing 
business) wherein the skids are always 
greased between government and 
corporate projects, and the backroom 
deals that make a sham of democracy 
remain the norm.

As you know, there is nowhere 
more important for this change than in 
how it affects our environment.

I’ve been told that if this world is 
going to change for the better, it will 
be women leading the charge. I can 
easily imagine your own moral call to 
politics: A chance to bring more caring, 
nurturing, and feminine aspects into 
play – an opportunity to change the 
system from within. I commend your 
success at having attained a significant 
position where such action can now 
make real change. As such, I look 
forward to remembering you as one 
who finally took the responsibility for 
our planet seriously and bravely put an 
end to this Jumbo ski resort nonsense 
once and for all. Keep it Wild.

Thank you for having the courage 
to make a difference! 

Seasons greetings from the shadow 
of wild Jumbo,

Bob Yetter
Johnson’s Landing

Smart meter 
concerns not only 
about health

I’d like to commend Max Yanke 
of Nelson on his ‘Smart Meter letters 
are making me sick,’ published in the 
December 17, 2014 Valley Voice.

Right – lots is written about 
smart meters and there is a ton of 
information out there and the relevant 

data is of course not mentioned by the 
power corporations and vested interest 
groups or is even actively suppressed/
discredited, and it’s not only about 
health concerns.

Pushing smart meters on us without 
a democratic process is extortion at the 
very least and a sign that Canada is 
steering ever deeper into a totalitarian 
oligarchy.

According to an article by Christina 
Blizzard in the Toronto Sun, December 
9, 2014: “Smart meters continue to be 
stupid. The total gouged from your 
pocket by the Global Adjustment has 
soared from $654 million in 2006 to 
a whopping billion in 2013. And it’s 
expected to go up even more.”

The Liberal government spent 
millions of taxpayer money on smart 
meters instead of supporting schools, 
hospitals, health and child care, social 
housing and other social systems.

Smart meters will track our daily 
lives and routines while in our homes, 
including our eating, sleeping, and 
showering habits, what appliances we 
use and when.

The life expectancy of smart 
meters is between 10 and 15 years. 
What happens after that? Who has to 
pay for replacement? Analogue meters 
last much longer.

And if you get off the grid, they 
are pleased to ship all that excess 
electricity to other jurisdictions – 
mostly to the US at a price lower 
than cost. 

Albert Einstein once said: “If the 
bee disappears from the surface of the 
earth humans would have no more than 
four years to live.”

No more bees, no more pollination. 
Entomologists today agree that the 
sudden and mysterious disappearance 
of bees from their hives poses serious 
problems.

R e c o m m e n d e d  t o  w a t c h : 
‘Take Back your Power’ by Josh 
del Sol. Available to order at www.
takebackyourpower.net.

Karin Leja
Winlaw

Open letter to 
Office of the 
Ombudsperson 
re: Lemon 
Creek fuel spill 
complaint 

I want you to know how 
disappointed I have been with the 
lack of progress shown with my 
claim regarding Interior Health’s 
mishandling of the Lemon Creek 
Jet Fuel Spill.

It has been over 17 months since 
the spill, and I submitted my claim 
not long after the spill occurred. I 
have been told numerous times that 
I would be informed of the progress 
of this claim, and that a letter would 
be sent to me with the results of the 
investigation. I have emailed and 
called your office numerous times 
and have spoken to three separate 
investigators who’ve been involved 
with this. Each time I inquired about 
status of the claim, I was put off and 
told to call back.

T h e  l a s t  t i m e  I  c a l l e d 
approximately a week ago, I 
never received a call back. This is 
unacceptable. This is not what was 
promised to me in the beginning, and 
although I can respect that a thorough 

investigation takes time, all of the 
investigators have not followed 
through with their promises to 
remain inclusive, keep me informed, 
and ask for my assistance when 
necessary in support of the claim. 

There are 2,500 people who 
live in the Slocan Valley, and this 
event was highly traumatizing to 
them, and they received inadequate 
support from the various provincial 
agencies in charge of their health 
and welfare at the time. It is a 
further insult to those people 
when a supposedly autonomous, 
independent investigating body has 
apparently abandoned them too. 
I insist that I receive immediate 
communication from your office 
with a status update. This should 
be in written form, and there should 
be the results of your investigation 
published on your web site which I 
was told would happen.

John Wittmayer
Winlaw

Act on climate 
change for the 
sake of the 
grandchildren

W e  e l d e r s  l o v e  o u r 
grandchildren. We do our best to 
ensure they are healthy, happy and 
successful. We invest our savings 

in our grandchildren, and travel 
thousands of miles to spend time 
with them. Habituated to fossil-fuel 
products, we elders are giving our 
grandchildren devastating planetary 
weather disruption for their future. 
Short-term we nurture them, long-
term we doom them.

Two degrees in global warming 
is the threshold of a sustainable food, 
water and employment lifestyle. 
With our present fossil-fuel usage, 
six degrees in global warming is 
where we are headed, where there 
is no human future.

Credib le  sc ient i s t s  have 
sounded the climate crisis alarm, 
yet the majority of elders aren’t 
responding to avert this threat to 
their grandchildren’s lives. With 
economical ly viable  energy 
alternatives and the opportunity to 
avoid disaster, doom is not a done-
deal – but it will be if elders don’t 
react soon.

The world is not going to end 
if we don’t extract all of the fossil 
fuel quickly. However, our world 
will end if we do continue to extract 
as much of the fossil fuel as we can. 
The Canadian government’s $34 
billion a year subsidy to the fossil-
fuel industry could instead subsidize 
500,000 person years of employment 
by installing more than 150,000 

continued on page 5
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megawatts of clean renewable 
energy, and grant our grandchildren 
the gift of time to design even better 
renewable energy systems. 

For the love of our grandchildren’s 
futures, elders can choose to vote for 
leaders who will create subsidies 
for renewable energy to create 
sustainable employment, and who 
will place a livable environment as 
a top priority. No longer subsidized, 
fossil fuel can be designated 
for essential use, non-polluting 
extraction methods perfected, and 
the last of petroleum respectfully 
used far into the future as the non-
renewable resource it is. 

Now is the time for elders 
to educate ourselves about the 
consequences of climate change, 
put into action climate change 
mitigation, and invest in a renewable 
energy economic system.

May our grandchildren live to be 
grandparents too.

Susan Eyre
Yahk

continued from page 4

Take action 
in defense of 
wolves

We are in the year 2015 and 
the bloodiest and most sadistic war 
against Nature is intensifying. What 
is the fate for wolves this year? 
Thousands and thousands of deaths 
caused by snare and conibear traps 
that slowly crush wolves to death. 
Legs caught in steel leghold traps, 
in which wolves are left for weeks 
with no one checking. Helicopters 
chasing and gunning them down, 
bullets raining down from the skies. 
Mothers and babies are bludgeoned 
and shot to death in their own dens. 
Wolf women have their reproductive 
organs literally ripped and severed 
out and left to die in the wilderness. 
Strychnine laced meats are thrown 
down from helicopters and hung from 
trees and sadistically left in traps that 
leave wolves writhing in utter agony, 
pain and suffering after they eat it 
for hours and hours and sometimes 
days. And there are bounties, offering 
hundreds and thousands of dollars for 
dead wolves. 

Wolves have no hope, no hope 
that their children will grow old 
and die naturally, no hope that their 
children will live free and wild, 
living in the ways that Mother Nature 
dictates. They cannot feed or protect 
their children anymore. These are 
days long gone, gone since foreigners 
first stepped their hideous feet onto the 
shores of Turtle Island. 

I urge all of you to speak, act, 
shout, take any action in defense 
of wolves that aligns with your 
conscience. There is no one to speak 
for them. Their screams of agony 
and pain and suffering goes unheard 
in the wilderness, their cries for help 
unheeded. 

Wolves are pleading WHY, WHY, 
WHY are humans doing this to them, 

what have they done to cause humans 
to want to torture and kill them with 
such fanatical lust for suffering. 
Who and what are these humans that 
wage war against them with absolute 
depraved sadism. Wolves have no 
hope and every day they wake up, 
they know this may be the last day 
they see their children and their mates. 
Every time the male goes out to hunt, 
the nursing mother at home does not 
know whether her beloved partner 
and father of her precious children 
will return because most of them are 
never heard from nor seen again. And 
the father that goes out to bring food 
for his love and his children does not 
know when he returns if they have 
all been murdered in cold blood. The 
war against them never takes a break.

Sylvia Drake
Nelson

Open letter 
to Minister of 
Agriculture 
Gerry Ritz

In reading the Wall Street Journal 
last month, I learned that China is 
rejecting US hay shipments because it 
has been found contaminated with US 
GM Alfalfa that their country has not 
approved. This is causing economic 
hardship for US producers and hay 
prices have already fallen 12 percent. 
One small hay exporter in Utah has had 
to stop all of his shipments to China – 
over 50 percent of his business – after 
several of his cargoes was refused. This 
has forced him to lay off five employees 
as a result.

This disastrous event has led me 
to wonder what steps the government 
has taken to ensure that Canadian hay 
farmers are protected from such an 
eventuality. You will recall that market 
rejection was the basis of my 2010 Bill 
C-474, to require that potential harm to 
export markets be considered before 
permitting new GM seeds to be sold. 
Unfortunately, parliament chose to 
defeat my bill and Canadian producers 
and exporters still remain vulnerable 
to contamination events such as this.

Several Canadian jurisdictions are 
recognizing that the federal government 
may be failing to factor the level of 
public antipathy that can lead to market 
pitfalls and other social harms. In 2013, 
when two Ontario farmers requested a 
provincial environmental assessment 
of genetically engineered (GE) alfalfa, 
the Environmental Commissioner 
of that province stated in his Annual 
Report: “the applicants raised several 
valid issues that clearly fall outside 
the scope of the narrow federal 
safety assessment. Issues related to 
sustainable and organic agriculture, 
increased herbicide use, and related 
social and economic effects play no 
role in the federal approval process 
for GE crops.”

Also in 2013, the Union of BC 
Municipalities (UBCM), at their 
Annual General Meeting in Vancouver, 
passed a resolution “that UBCM ask 

the British Columbia government to 
legislate the prohibition of importing, 
exporting and growing plants and seeds 
containing genetically engineered 
DNA, and raising GE animals within 
BC, and to declare, through legislation, 
that BC is a GE Free area in respect to 
all plant and animal species.”

In closing I respectfully ask that 
you immediately institute a moratorium 
on GM Alfalfa. It is imperative that 
the economic interests of Canadian 
producers and exporters are protected 
from experiencing the same fate as their 
US counterparts. 

I look forward to receiving 
your response on what actions the 
government will take to keep GM 
Alfalfa from being commercialized in 
Canada and how it is keeping US GM 
Alfalfa from spreading via pollination 
into Canada. 

Alex Atamanenko, MP
BC Southern Interior

Open letter to 
Village of New 
Denver council 
re: campground

They paved paradise and put up a 
parking lot.

Noting your intention to consult 
only campground operators about 
extending camping areas, I’d ask you 
to remember that Centennial Park is a 
village recreational treasure used year 
round by citizens and visitors.

Many uses – walking, skiing, 
bird watching, mushroom picking to 
name a few – are already considerably 
inconvenienced by “improvements” 
made for vehicles. Even camping 
in tents is less appealing on leveled, 
compacted, graveled areas of what 
used to be soft, rolling forest floor. 
These now form sheets of ice in winter, 
perilous for walkers and skiers. A 
tenter I met this summer told me, “I 
hate this campground.” His kids had 
been woken many times by the air 
conditioning units next to them.

If our main concern is making 
money, wouldn’t it make sense to 
encourage the users who will shop 
locally? I’m sure these giant rigs shop 
at big box stores elsewhere.

In 1980, the park was used for 
walking, baseball, May Day beer 
gardens and camping meant tenting. 
Without any clear plan, by small 
incremental changes, this has become 
a six months per year trailer park whose 
transient occupants enjoy privileges 
and freedom from restrictions not 
shared by other citizens. There are no 
recycling facilities, once or twice daily 
garbage pick-up, and campfires while 
the rest of us are under fire ban.

The campground seems designed 
to use maximum fossil fuels. Leaf 
blowers loud enough to be heard on 
the highway start in April, the delivery 
of firewood to sites by ATV, cutting 
firewood. The toxic haze of BBQ 
starter on summer evenings makes it 
unpleasant to sit outside.

The Village claims to be carbon 

neutral. Does this mean buying offsets? 
Would it not be better to stop beating 
on Mother Nature?

The campground could be an 
opportunity to show visitors that we 
treasure our natural environment. Daily 
pick-up could collect compostables for 
local livestock, recycling bins could 
replace the landfill bins, a few fires 
when weather is suitable could use 
branches cleared from forest floor, 
letting leaves and needles make that 
lovely soft wonderland of wild plants 
and delicious mushrooms.

The other booming business – 
special events – has also happened 
in a haphazard way. Garlic Festival, 
two weekends of noisy remote control 
planes/drones, one always on Mother’s 
Day, and this year Sufferfest added a 
woman yelling into a bullhorn (you 
don’t need both) from 7:15 am when 
she mentioned she was only talking 
to 10 people. Thanks from the dozens 
she woke up. A friend had to duck to 
avoid being hit on the head by a plane 
with a six-foot wingspan at the corner 
of the Interior Health property. Since 
Garlic Festival came to town, so did 
garlic mould. I’ve been growing garlic 
here for 34 years, but my last three 
crops have suffered heavy losses – 
approaching 50 percent. So much for 
food security and my 100 yard diet.

Is there no end to what council will 
subject us to to make a buck?

The campground already takes up 
a lot of space year round, littering the 
park with obstacles which are never 
removed – a trailer, another concrete 
block toilet, dozens of cast iron fire pits, 
bocce courts, bike jumps which once 
covered in a light dusting of snow are 
trip hazards to walkers and skiers. It’s 
getting harder and harder to ski from 
my back door. Three varieties of edible 
mushrooms have been eliminated 
completely. Invasive plants are taking 
over the edge of new bike jump even 
during year of maintenance promised.

Empty space in a beautiful 
landscape is valuable. Enough is 
enough. Council, please consult citizens 
as well as campground operators before 
making further “improvements.”

Eleanor Quirk
New Denver

Open letter to 
Village of New 
Denver council 
re: resource 
recovery

I wonder if you realize we do more 
damage to the planet with garbage than 
with war?

O u r  w a s t e  s y s t e m  n e e d s 
redesigning from scratch, to maximize 
resource recovery, avoid contaminating 
materials and reusing them locally.

Councillors unfamiliar with 
‘Cradle to Cradle’ design might enjoy 
this book published 2002 by William 
McDonough and Michael Braungart. 
Waste is a recent concept, unnecessary 
and expensive. Materials can be reused 
or composted unless we contaminate/

mix them.
Permanent materials used as 

disposable packaging, mixed with food 
waste and household toxins buried in 
the landfill or shipped for mechanical 
sorting is outdated, extravagant and 
shortsighted. No wonder we can’t find 
a contractor – it’s an impossible task.

In 1980 RDCK aimed to reduce 
garbage 50 percent by 2000, and 
provided Village with a $7,000 brush 
shredder, only to be told “insurance” 
didn’t allow it to be used by employees 
or citizens.

We have recycling bins in the 
village, stickers for our bags, and a 
thriving donation store. Otherwise, 
little has changed in 30 years. Choosing 
landfill sites in steep, narrow valleys is 
extremely difficult. Look at Rosebery 
and think of Johnson’s Landing. We 
urgently need to reduce waste.

Please provide ongoing statistics 
on costs and volumes to village 
merchants, citizens and visitors. Please 
provide incentives to reduce waste, and 
drastically reduce landfill and fossil 
fuel transport. How can we claim to be 
carbon neutral while shipping unsorted 
waste?

Worldwide, communities take 
waste seriously. Italy outlawed plastic 
bags in 1991. Ireland reduced their 
use 95 percent in one year by charging 
a fee. Germany teaches recycling in 
six picture signs before you leave the 
airport. England requires all grocery 
stores to have recycling bins right next 
to shopping carts.

In  the  mid ’80s ,  Spokane 
Washington was producing zero waste 
– and generating electricity. Crawford 
Bay School was composting lunch 
leftovers in a worm bin in an insulated 
shed and selling plants grown in 
compost at the end of school year. 
Many municipalities sell compost and 
bark mulch. It can be done on any scale.

It’s inexcusable to landfill 40 
percent of waste stream which can be 
composted. Unmixed garbage doesn’t 
smell, can be stored until transport 
becomes economical – a full truck.

While shredding paper for my 
own worm bin last winter, I found my 
2002 garbage bill. $138, a 300 percent 
increase in 12 years.

Can you understand my frustration?
Legal precedent has been set in 

BC to opt out of paying for garbage 
collection. Victoria mayoral candidate 
David Poje reduced his household 
waste, involved neighbours in his 
cul-de-sac and they now share the 
occasional task of taking a small 
amount of waste to landfill.

Those of us carrying large 
volumes to recycling bins and 
producing tiny amounts of landfill 
are tired of subsidizing this wasteful 
mismanagement of materials.

Please put aside all assumptions, 
read the book and create a business 
model that treats our environment 
respectfully and makes some money.

I can’t afford another year of 
status quo.

Eleanor Quirk
New Denver
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• Fresh Meat Cut Daily
• Fresh & Frozen Seafood
• Freezer Packs
• Deli Sandwiches to go
• Awesome Cheese Selection
• Fresh & Smoked Sausage
• Smoked Salmon
• Awesome Beef Jerky
• Custom Cutting
• Weekly Instore Specials

submitted
Four invasive species committees 

and Columbia Basin Trust have come 
together to develop one cohesive 
strategy and implementation plan 
to address aquatic invasive species 
(AIS) in the Columbia Basin. The 
goal is to reduce the spread and 
prevent the introduction of invasive 
species that pose significant risk in 
this region.

I n  D e c e m b e r,  t h e  f o u r 
committees and 20 other participants 
met to plan their strategy. Participants 
represented provincial and local 
government, hydro-electric power, 
First Nations fisheries, non-profit 
societies, stewardship groups 
and compliance and enforcement 
officers.

“Aquatic invasive species such 
as zebra and quagga mussels can 
be extremely damaging to our 
ecosystems and economy,” says 
Crystal Klym, executive director 
of the Central Kootenay Invasive 
Plant Committee (CKIPC). “Once 
they arrive here they are extremely 

Four invasive species committees and Columbia Basin Trust to tackle aquatic invasives
difficult to get rid of so developing 
strategies to prevent them is key.”

Zebra and quagga mussels have 
infested waterways as close as 
Manitoba and Colorado. Boats 
travelling from these waters into 
the Columbia Basin can transport 
these mussels and introduce them 
into local waterways, something that 
many partners are trying to prevent.

“Residents identified invasive 
species as one of the priorities to 
address in our strategic planning 
sessions last year,” says Tim Hicks, 
CBT’s Manager of Water and 
Environment. “We are really excited 
about the collaborative efforts of 
the local invasive species councils. 
We’re adding our support to help 
enhance and expand these efforts to 
implement a strategy that will reduce 
and prevent the spread of invasive 
species in the Basin.”

“Although we tend to focus 
on the invasive mussels, there are 
many other species that can impact 
our waterways,” emphasizes Klym. 
“Invasive plant species like yellow 

flag-iris and flowering rush can 
escape from garden ponds and 
enter our rivers, lakes and wetlands, 
choking out native species and 
impacting wildlife habitat.”

This Steering Committee will 

Invasive species like these zebra mussels can form dense monocultures and impact ecosystems, hydro-electric facilities, and recreational opportunities. 
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guide the development of the 
strategy and implementation plan 
which is expected to be completed 
by spring of 2015.

To find out more about aquatic 
invasive species contact your local 

invasive plant committee or visit 
www.ckipc.ca. 

For more information about 
Columbia Basin Trust and its 
environment focus visit cbt.org/
environment.

submitted
A brand-new writing competition 

has been launched to recognize and 
encourage the creative talents of BC 
authors age 50 or better. 

The Cedric Literary Awards have 
been created specifically to attract 
unpublished BC writers of fiction, 
non-fiction, and poetry. This is a first-
of-its-kind literary awards program 
in Canada and it is already gathering 
interest on the part of writers, as well 
as organizations that support and 
promote Canadian authors.

The Cedric Literary Awards is 
the brainchild of Dr. Peter Dale, 
Chairman of Better Than 50, a web-
based initiative created to achieve a 
more connected world for the 50-plus 
demographic by building portals to 
relevant and local information. 

 “Our first project – www.
betterthan50.com – is in active use,” 
Dale says. “The Cedric Literary 
Awards is a natural extension of 
what we’ve been doing previously 
by tapping into the creative talents 
of BC writers who bring a lifetime of 
experience to their work.”

The Cedric Literary Awards 
will be a juried writing competition 
with selection panel members 
drawn from BC’s rich, diverse and 

Writing competition for unpublished authors “50 or better”
established writing community. Each 
of the category winners will receive a 
monetary prize along with a special 
memento of their participation in the 
competition, and a special prize for 
First Nations storytelling will also be 
awarded.

Executive Director Veronica 
Osborn says, “We are very excited to 
give unpublished BC authors in the 
50-plus demographic an opportunity 
to showcase their literary work. There 
are so many people in BC who have 
been writing or storytelling all their 

lives, but perhaps didn’t think anyone 
would want to read their work, let 
alone publish it.”

A formal call for submissions 
to the Cedric Literary Awards will 
be issued February 1st, 2015, and 
the competition will wrap up with 

a Gala Awards Dinner to be held in 
November.

Authors interested in taking part in 
this exciting new writing competition 
should log on to the website at: 
www.thecedrics.ca or email Veronica 
Osborn, at vosborn@thecedrics.ca.

submitted
‘Let’s Eat Together!’ is the topic for 

the February 5 parent education session 
for families with young children.

“We will talk about enjoying meals 
together, eating well, and supporting 
your family’s ideas on nutrition,” says 
presenter Myrna Lindblom, a Public 
Health Nurse who loves to talk about 
food and kids. “Let’s celebrate what is 
important to you and what is unique 

Parent education sessions start February 5
about your family and nutrition.”

This is the second of a four-part 
series that aims to offer families with 
young children access to professionals 
with good information, in an informal 
setting where they can share with 
other parents to help build a network 
of support and a sense of community. 
A special guest and topic is featured 
each month, with presentation and 
discussion. 

· Let’s Eat Together with Myrna 
Lindblom, Public Health Nurse, 
February 5;

· Attachment Parenting with Liz 
Amaral, Parent Educator/Family 
Counsellor, March 5;

·  Ages & Stages of  Child 
Development with Sherry Tolman, 
WK Infant Development Consultant, 
April 2.

These free sessions take place at the 

StrongStart Centre at Winlaw School 
from 10 am – noon. Childminding with 
snacks for the children is provided. The 
program is offered by the Columbia 
Basin Alliance for Literacy and 
the Slocan Valley Early Childhood 
Community Advisory Council, with 
funding support from the Columbia 
Basin Trust. 

Call Penny 250-226-7605 or 
Alison 250-359-6887 to register.

submitted
Maps and wheels make up the latest 

exhibition at the Nelson Public Library, 
with the work of Kaslo artist Eliza Fry.

Fry comes by her interest in maps 
honestly. She spent her childhood 
moving between the prairies and the 
west coast, and has moved more than 
50 times in her life. Somehow, over the 

miles, she has collected stories, and these 
have become woven into mixed media 
works that incorporate maps, wheels, 
cities, roadways and shorelines.

The three large pieces in the show 
reflect these sensibilities. ‘Water Sustains 
Us, Water Defines Us’ incorporates 
an old blueprint of surveyed lots 
near Queen’s Bay that Fry found in a 

Kaslo artist Eliza Fry exhibits at the Nelson Library
Langham storeroom. It was “tattered 
and torn and lent itself very well to being 
repurposed,” she says.

‘Poem’ combines maps of BC and 
Vancouver and references the artist’s 
love of the ocean.’ A diptych, World 
Traveler 2X’, combining an old school 
map of the USSR with stencils made 
from a drawing of a bicycle, “alludes to 
the travels I have never done.”

As the great-granddaughter of the 
English artist and art historian Roger Fry, 
Eliza Fry may have inherited her artistic 
sensibilities and storytelling nature. “His 
art filled the homes of my childhood,” 
she says. “Looking at it was an ongoing 
inspiration.”

Fry’s multimedia paintings and 
assemblages are a thoughtful exploration 
and celebration of the roads she has 
travelled – and through them, we may 
see our own journeys. 

The exhibition continues until the 
end of February.Kaslo artist Eliza Fry exhibits at the Nelson Library until the end of February.

submitted
Volunteers are needed to help 

file simple income tax returns for 
people in the community, as part of 
the Canada Revenue Agency’s (CRA) 

Community Volunteer Income Tax 
Program (CVITP). CRA is also seeking 
community organizations to host tax 
preparation clinics in communities 
throughout British Columbia (B.C.). 

Volunteers and community organizations 
are especially needed in the Thompson-
Okanagan and Kootenay regions.

For over 40 years, community 
organizations and their volunteers have 

offered free tax preparation clinics in 
various locations including, schools, 
churches, seniors’ residences, and nursing 
homes. Community organizations find 
the CVITP an excellent way to reach 
out to seniors, students and newcomers 
to Canada, by helping to complete tax 
returns for those with modest incomes 
and simple tax situations.

 “Some people don’t realize they 
must file an income tax and benefit return 
to receive their benefits and credits, such 
as the goods and services tax/harmonized 
sales tax credit, the Canada child tax 
benefit, and the guaranteed income 
supplement,” says Zubie Vuurens, CRA 
CVITP Coordinator. “Helping members 
of your community prepare and file their 
tax returns, ensures these individuals 
receive their benefits and credits they’re 
entitled to without interruptions.”

Last year, 190 volunteers and 
72 community organizations in the 
Southern Interior helped over 10,000 
people prepare and file their returns.

The CRA offers free training and 
tax preparation software to community 
organizations and their volunteers. 
Training sessions start in January 2015. 
For more information, call 1-888-805-
6662 or visit www.cra.gc.ca/volunteer.

Volunteers are needed to lend a hand at tax time
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The Slocan River 
Streamkeepers would like to 
thank everyone who made 
our educational outreach 

possible: the volunteers who 
come out to do the work; the 

dedicated professionals 
who work so hard and gave 

of their time to talk about 
it; Nancy Lee Smith for 

her beautiful graphic, and 
especially Heritage Credit 
Union in Slocan Park who 
gave us financial support.

– DAY ON THE TRAIL – 
Sunday, January 25th 1:00 to 
3:00 pm on the Slocan Valley 

Rail Trail. 
This year the bonfire will be north 

of the Lemon Creek parking 
area. Refreshments, updates on 
Society news and the company 

of fellow enthusiasts. 
INFO – 1-888-683-SVRT

Slocan Valley legacy Fund 
2015 grantS 

are now aVailable!
Thanks to the support of Kootenay 
Savings Credit Union, we have 
$15,000 for the 2015 granting cycle, 
with grants of up to $4,000 for each 
project.
Gu ide l ines  fo r  the  g ran t ing 
process, as well as applications, 
are now available online, at www.
slocanvalleylegacy.com. Grant 
applications are due by March 13, 
2015.

by Jan McMurray
After receiving the Fairbank 

Architects report on the Silverton 
Gallery building, both Silverton 
council and the Slocan Lake Gallery 
Society are willing to move towards 
re-opening the building for public 
use.

The architect’s report outlines a 
$277,500 project to bring the building 
up to code, and recommends a 
further $73,000 to install a sprinkler 
system. However, Fire Chief 
Leonard Casley has said he would 
consider allowing the building to 
re-open after $100,000 worth of 
the recommended improvements 
are done and a plan in place to 
have the remaining improvements 
completed.

Silverton Mayor Jason Clarke 

Hope for the Silverton Gallery building
met with Slocan Lake Gallery 
Society representatives Penelope 
Stuart and Judy Maltz last month 
to discuss the report. Although 
relations between council and the 
society have been strained over 
the closure of the building, there is 
now “a good spirit of cooperation” 
between them, according to both 
Mayor Clarke and Penelope Stuart, 
president of the society.

Stuart says she feels $100,000 
is not unattainable. The society 
has $25,000 in CBT Community 
Initiatives grants set aside for the 
building, and is now working on 
striking a fundraising committee.

Mayor Clarke said council is 
just starting to work on the Village 
budget for 2015, and will see if 
there is any funding available for 

the gallery project. He mentioned the 
gas tax funding as a possible source.

Anyone interested in serving 
on the society’s fundraising 
committee or with suggestions for 
the committee is asked to email 
society@silvertongallery.ca. 

Meanwhile, the society is 
looking forward to an active year 
of community programming, says 
society treasurer Judy Maltz, and 
encourages community members 
and organizations to participate in 
co-creating events and projects. 
In addition to administering the 
upcoming CKCA funding program 
for arts, cultural and heritage projects, 
the society invites cooperative local 
programming initiatives and plans to 
hold an early spring meeting for all 
interested parties.

by Jan McMurray
New Denver’s Charlene 

‘Bean’ Alexander has been 
recognized with a 2014 Prime 
Minister’s Award for Excellence 
in Early Childhood Education, 
Achievement  Cer t i f ica te . 
Community members of all 
ages gathered in the Lucerne 
School library on December 17 
to celebrate this honour with her.

New Denver’s former mayor, 

Gary Wright, read aloud from 
letters of support submitted 
with Charlene’s nomination. 
One of those letters was written 
by Wright himself, where he 
comments: “Charlene seems to 
have been born to be not only an 
early childhood educator, but also 
a respected and much-needed 
regional voice encouraging and 
leading the expansion of pre-
school development programs 

in our rural area.”
Charlene has been Senior 

Early Childhood Educator 
and Manager of the New 
Denver Nursery School for 
over 14 years, and also runs 
New Denver’s Strong Start 
program. She has delivered a 
wide variety of workshops over 
the years to support healthy child 
development in the community, 
and has mentored several 

students and co-workers. As well 
as an Early Childhood Educator 
certificate, Charlene holds a 
diploma in special needs and an 
infant/toddler certificate. She 
regularly attends conferences 
and workshops to keep up on her 
own professional development.

Emma Lesnik, a director 
on the board of the Slocan 
Lake Early Learning Society, 
nominated Charlene for the 

Award of Excellence for New Denver’s Early Childhood Educator
award. “A day with Charlene 
Alexander … at the New Denver 
Nursery School would inspire 
the most seasoned of early 
childhood educators with her 
patience, energy, wit, creativity 
and ability to educate through 
multiple mediums,” she writes 
in her letter of nomination. 
“Charlene Alexander deserves 
the highest of recognition 
amongst the ranks of our 
country’s best educators.”

C o m m u n i t y  m e m b e r s 
heartily agree, as evidenced at 
the December 17 celebration. 
The school library was packed 
with children, parents and 
grandparents, all eager to 
congratulate Charlene on the 
well-deserved award.

Award recipients are chosen 
based on their proven excellence 
in four areas: support of child 
development;  innovation; 
involvement with parents, 
families and the community; 
and commitment and leadership 
in the field. Lesnik’s letter of 
nomination details Charlene’s 
numerous achievements in these 
four areas.

Charlene ‘Bean’ Alexander, New Denver’s much loved Early Childhood Educator, was presented with the Prime Minister’s Award for Excellence in Early Childhood Education by Lucerne School Principal Nicol Suhr on December 17.

submitted
This year the annual Day on 

the Trail will be taking place on the 
Slocan Valley Rail Trail on Sunday, 
January 25 from 1 to 3 pm. The crew 
from the Slocan Valley Heritage Trail 
Society (SVHTS) will be setting up 
in the Lemon Creek area. From there, 
folks will be able to take a short ski to 
check out the Arctic and Trumpeter 
swans which winter over on the 
Slocan River in the Walter Clough 

Annual Day on the Trail on the Slocan Valley Rail Trail, Sunday, Jan. 25
Wildlife Sanctuary.

There’ll be a bonfire waiting 
to stay warm after your ski with 
refreshments available. You can 
catch up on the latest Rail Trail 
news, check out the new snowmobile 
and groomer the society recently 
purchased and/or become a member 
of the group as well as enjoy a great 
ski. Best parking will be around 
the Lemon Creek trailhead or on 
Mon Amie Rd. Parking is limited 

however, so park with caution. 
The snow is always deeper at 

the north end of the valley and the 
dedicated volunteer groomers have 
been setting a good ski track and 
keeping a lane open for skate skiers, 
in spite of the limited amount of 
snow we’ve had so far. 

To get to the trailhead, turn left 
on Kennedy Rd., which is just south 
of Lemon Creek on Highway 6. If 
requiring more information, you 

can contact the SVHTS at 1-888-
683-SVRT. SVHTS can be found 
on Facebook or on the website www.
slocanvalleyrailtrail.ca
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Annual General 
Meeting

The Nakusp and District Chamber 
of Commerce

Invites you to attend the 2015 AGM
Thursday, January 29

7:00 pm
Chumley’s Restaurant

Please RSVP 250-265-4234 or 
nakusp@telus.net by Wed. Jan. 28

We look forward to working with you in 2015!

WEEKLY SPONSOR:
Selkirk Realty

Kelly Roberts
(250) 265-3635

www.royallepage.ca

Meet “Thomas” 
(N1108F)

Thomas is a handsome black 
and white kitty who needs a 
little extra TLC. Please call 
PALS at 250-265-3792 or 
email info@pals-online.ca if 
you would like to give him that 
special home.
PALS Annual General Meeting

February 4, 2015 at 7 p.m.
Nakusp Public Library

Happy New 
Year to our loyal 
customers, friends 
and supporters!  

2014 was an amazing year for us sell-
ing almost 100 bikes and many skis/
snowshoes both in town and away!  
Let us know how we can serve you 
better as we move into 2015!  All the 
best from our family to yours!  

Shon, Janis, Maija, 
Kaleo, Pyper, 

Silas and Elias.

by Nancy Bertoia 
A jazz arrangement of The Songs 

of West Side Story was presented by 
Patrick MacGibbon and Friends in 
the first Arrow Lakes Arts Council 
concert of 2015.

Patrick is the band and music 
teacher in the Arrow Lakes School 

The Songs of West Side Story presented in Nakusp
District. He was joined by his 
musician friends and colleagues 
f rom Kelowna,  Nelson and 
Revelstoke. There were also two 
special guests on alto sax – Rick 
Lingard from Nelson, who will be 
substitute teaching for Patrick while 
he takes some time for the birth of his 
second child, and Cyrus Galloway of 
Edgewood, a grade 11 band student 
at Nakusp Secondary.

The group presented selected 
songs from the musical West Side 
Story, arranged by Patrick for this 
specific instrumentation of two tenor 
saxes (sometimes one soprano sax), 
one trombone, one piano, one bass 
and one drummer. At the beginning 
and end of the show, the two alto 
saxes were included.

West Side Story is based on 
Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet. It 
is set in 1950s New York with the 
rivalry between two gangs, ‘The 
Jets’ and ‘The Sharks.’ We have 
Tony (Romeo), the former leader of 

The Jets who has recently reformed 
his life and committed to following 
the straight and narrow; and Maria, 
who is a Puerto Rican young woman, 
sister of the leader of The Sharks. 
Of course the two fall in love and 
trouble follows.

The band performed these 
famous songs: Jet Song, Something’s 
Coming, Maria, Tonight, I Feel 
Pretty, Somewhere, and America. 
Each song started and ended with the 
tune as Patrick had arranged it, and 
then each musician showed off his 

talents in improvised solos.
Jet Song featured alto sax solos 

by Rick and Cyrus. In Something’s 
Coming, Patrick played a lovely 
tenor sax solo and there was a 
tinkling ivories solo on the piano. The 
trombone added a nice dimension 
to the prevalent sax sound, and 
always throughout was the constant 
strumming and steady sound of the 
bass and the drums.

Patrick made a comment that 
jazz is the only “real time music” 
because it is created and improvised 

as it is played. He said that the 
improvisations can sound totally 
free form to inexperienced listeners, 
but as your ears gain knowledge you 
will hear the framework within and 
the elements of the song that are 
imbedded in the improvisation.

The Arrow Lakes School 
District is lucky to have Patrick 
MacGibbon teaching in the district. 
The musicians in this group are all 
great role models for kids today who 
are studying music or considering 
music lessons. 

by Jan McMurray and Lynda 
McNutt

Another meeting in the ongoing 
saga of the Edgewood boat launch 
took place December 15 at the 
Edgewood Legion Hall.  The 
southern breakwater was the focus 
of the meeting.

Last year, BC Hydro finally 
made improvements to the boat 
launching facilities in Edgewood 
after more than 40 years of talking 
about it. Unfortunately, the southern 
breakwater was placed on top of 
the community’s beloved sand 
spit, creating a monstrous eyesore 
and a serious safety hazard. The 
community contacted BC Hydro last 
May to voice their concerns.

In  r e sponse ,  BC Hydro 
investigated and found that the 
breakwater does indeed pose 
significant public safety concerns. 
After considering a few different 
options for the breakwater, BC 
Hydro concluded that the only way 
to effectively address concerns was 
to remove the breakwater altogether. 

Edgewood breakwater discussed at meeting with BC Hydro
A letter from BC Hydro outlining 
this was sent to residents, inviting 
them to the December 15 meeting.

At the meeting, residents told 
BC Hydro in no uncertain terms 
that removing the breakwater 
without an immediate alternative 
was completely unacceptable. The 
southern breakwater is necessary for 
a safe harbour during boating season. 
“If we have to park our cars and 
block access to the spit to prevent the 
removal of the present breakwater, 
we will,” said one angry resident at 
the meeting.

The breakwater consists of more 
than 300 logs chained to some 87 
huge concrete blocks. During high 
water in the summer recreation 
period, the anchor blocks (and the 
spit) become submerged and the logs 
float above.

Last May, due to erosion of the 
sand spit from nearby Eagle Creek, 
some of the anchor blocks toppled 
off the spit and into the creek. The 
potential for more blocks to topple 
is a concern. Many Edgewood 

residents feel that Eagle creek should 
be re-directed away from the spit, 
and have discussed this with BC 
Hydro in the past. In fact, in 2012, 
BC Hydro committed to looking 
into this, but the community has not 
heard anything more about it. At 
the December meeting, BC Hydro 
promised to find any studies they 
have done on Eagle Creek and let 
community members know by email 
by January 31.

Of particular concern to BC 
Hydro is that some of the safety 
signs and lights have been removed 
by vandals. It was reported at the 
meeting that local residents have 
talked to those responsible. Also, 
community members committed 
to reacquiring and re-installing the 
missing light, which is required 
by law, as well as re-installing any 
missing signs that can be found. This 
will be done at no cost to BC Hydro.

BC Hydro is now working on a 
proposal for the breakwater, taking 
into consideration the feedback 
provided at the meeting. 

submitted
Do you want to become a 

confident public speaker and strong 
leader? Would feeling comfortable 
speaking in front of others help you 
in your work or personal life? Then 
come check out Toastmasters. 

The Nakusp club, The Articulators, 
invites you to attend an open house on 
Tuesday, January 27, from 7 to 9 pm 
at Selkirk College (311 Broadway 
Street). Come for the entire meeting, 
or drop in when you can. People with 
all levels of speaking experience are 
welcome.

Improve your public speaking skills
The goal of Toastmasters is 

to improve communication and 
leadership skills through practice, peer 
feedback and objective evaluation. 
Visiting a club is the first step; there’s 
no need to participate – you can simply 
observe if you wish.

“I started attending meetings in 
spring 2014,” said member Galadriel 
Watson, “and the atmosphere 
immediately made me feel welcomed. 
You’re eased into public speaking – 
you can be in front of the room for 
as little as one minute – and only 
tackle larger speeches when you’re 

ready. You always proceed at your 
own pace.” 

The Nakusp club has been serving 
people in the West Kootenay since 
1982. Members meet on the second 
and fourth Tuesday of every month at 
7 pm. If you can’t make it to the open 
house on January 27, please feel free 
to drop in to any other meeting.

For more information about 
Toastmasters, visit www.toastmasters.
org. For information about the Nakusp 
club and open house, contact President 
Reta de Wit at 250-265-4263 or 
retadewit@live.ca. 

Members of the Nakusp Toastmasters Club, the Articulators, pose with copies of the international organization’s magazine.
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UPTOWN LIVING - LUXURY WATERPROOF FLOORING 
VINYL CLICK TWO COLOURS IN STOCK $2.96/ SQ FT. 

HYDE PARK ACTION BAC CARPET TAUPE 12 FT.
SALE $7.95/ SQ YD. 

SUMMIT SERIES PORCELAIN CERAMIC TILE 
“SANWON” 12” X 12” reg $3.29/ea SALE $2.29/ EA . 

ELIANE CERAMIC WALL TILE “ATHENS” 8” X 12”
reg. $1.89 /EA SALE $1.00/ EA

HOME & OFFICE 
CARPET SPECIALS 

INVASION III 20 OZ.
SALE $ 8.69/ SQ YD.

28 OZ. SALE $ 9.99/SY 

NETWORK II 20 OZ.
SALE $ 9.99/ SQ YD.
28 OZ. SALE $ 11.75/SY

 
ALLOW 2 WEEKS DEL.

submitted
Attention all ladies! Odin’s Pub has 

an exciting Ladies Night coming up 
on Friday, January 23 with Canada’s 
top All Male Revue, a brilliantly 
choreographed all male dance troupe 
that brings the ‘Magic Mike’ experience 
live. The show is three hours. General 
admission is $25 and VIP is $35. 
Special Hotel with Show packages are 
available. Be sure to call if you would 
like to reserve dinner before the show. 
Tickets are available at Mountainberry 
Foods, June’s Trinkets & Treasures, and 
Odin’s Pub, or purchase your tickets 
over the phone by calling 250-358-
2228 ext. 0. Offsales will be sold via 
the front entrance that night. This is an 
exclusive Ladies Only night – no men 
allowed until after the show.

It is that quiet, frosty time of year 
when business goes into a gentle hum, 
and the Valhalla Restaurant will once 
again be closed until May. However, the 

Valhalla Inn and Odin’s Pub updates
kitchen will still be open during the same 
business hours as Odin’s Pub. For family 
dining, we will open the restaurant 
dining room for groups of seven or more 
with advance reservations. 

Special events, parties or large 
groups of 10 or more can reserve dining 
in the restaurant with advance notice. 
Check the Facebook Pages or website 

for weekly specials, events and more - 
www.valhallainn.biz

Odin’s Pub hours are Sunday to 
Thursday noon to 8 pm (earliest close), 
Friday and Saturday noon to 10 pm 
(earliest close). If you have a group of 
seven or more who want to come to the 
pub and party, be sure to call ahead at 
250-358-2228 ext. 204.

submitted
The Hidden Garden Gallery’s 

next Food for Thought talk, ‘Doing 
Conflict Better’, will be presented by 
Deborah Sword on Sunday, January 
18 at 7:30 pm at Knox Hall in New 
Denver.

100% of us have someone 
we want to get along with better. 

Hidden Garden Gallery Food for Thought talk: ‘Doing conflict better’
People enhance our lives AND 
inflict stress, confrontation, conflict, 
and misunderstandings. Over time, 
even good relationships may settle 
into communication patterns that 
don’t meet our needs. Those patterns 
become hard to break habits; conflicts 
escalate; opportunities for healthier 
interactions get missed.

The familiarity of the patterns 
creates a sense that change is not 
possible.

It is. Here’s the good news: one 
person can improve the patterns even 
without enlisting the co-operation of 
the other person.

We live in a complex world of 
troubles and violence, and of beauty 

and joy. How we respond to each is 
a choice, not simply a consequence 
of being alive. In this interactive talk, 
we will explore and practice Conflict 
Competent choices. 

Admission is by donation.
• Deborah Sword holds a 

Master of Environmental Studies 
in Conflict Resolution and a Ph.D. 
in Conflict Analysis. Since 1991, 
she has worked with clients to 

develop their conflict competence 
a well as teaching conflict analysis 
and management at universities. 
She trains conflict managers, and 
is active on behalf of the conflict 
community as a speaker, presenter, 
and author. She has served on the 
boards of numerous organizations, 
and volunteers for organizations that 
promote peace and good governance, 
most recently in Uganda.

submitted
The ninth annual North Valley 

Film Festival is officially calling out 
for submissions of films, slideshows 
and other creative multimedia 
experiences. This year’s theme, “It’s 
in Our Nature,” asks local storytellers, 
artists, and enthusiasts to bring their 
experiences to the big screen for all 

North Valley Film Fest call for submissions
to share and enjoy. 

We are especially looking to 
showcase the natural wonders and 
adventures within our bioregion; 
whether daring and dramatic stuff of 
legend or simple and marvellous daily 
encounters that define life in this place. 
The shorter the film, the more likely it 
will end up on the program, and films 

should be appropriate for all ages. The 
deadline for submissions is February 
15, and the festival date is March 7 at 
the Silverton Memorial Hall. 

Please send submissions to Myles 
Berney, Box 413, New Denver, BC, 
V0G 1S0. Contact Myles at 250-
358-2200 or myles_from_nowhere@
yahoo.ca for more information. 
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The conversion of the old firehall in Nakusp to an indoor market and agricultural hub is underway, thanks to a $130,000 Job Creation Partnership 
grant. The project has created employment for four workers, a part-time coordinator, and a project manager for 28 weeks to the end of May.

by Jan McMurray
New Denver area residents can 

look forward to a more inviting 
entrance to the village this spring. 
Construction of the new Valhalla 
Pure Outfitters store on the corner 
of Hwy 6 and New Denver’s main 
street is finally underway, with the 
new store scheduled to be open in 
early May.

“Bottom line, we hope the new 
location will increase the visibility 
of our business so we can increase 
sales,” says store co-owner Kelley 
Wright, “but we hope that our project 
will have positive benefits for the 
Village commercial core and the 
community in general.”

Wright and her husband, 
David Harley, decided to buy the 
commercial property on the corner 
and move their store there as “an act 
of love, with hope and business sense 
mixed in.” They say they both love 
living in New Denver, were tired of 
the run-down feel of the main corner, 
and were inspired by the success of 
the new nearby grocery store, New 
Market Foods.

The new shop will be about 2800 
square feet – about twice the size of 
the original Valhalla Pure store at the 
foot of the main street. The new store 
will also have higher ceilings, giving 
it an even roomier feel. 

The new two-storey building will 
be of a very simple heritage-frontier 
style with some timber features. 
The main floor will house the store. 
The second floor may take longer 
to finish, and will be comprised of 
three studios with fantastic views 
of the glacier. David and Kelley 
will keep one of the studios, and the 
other two will be for sale. Sometime 

in the future, they hope to build 
another commercial building where 
the Donation Store is now. In this 
first phase of the project, they are 
putting in a large, state-of-the-art 
septic system. They will also provide 
ten parking spots off the alleyway 
behind the store.

“We’re lucky to have Laurie 
Hicks and his team, plus Silverton 
Building Supplies, and Kootenay 
Savings on this project,” said Harley.

Construction got underway in 
mid-December after six months of 
delays. Harley says the delays were 
due to three main reasons. First, as 
the property was once a gas station, 
the lender required environmental 
testing of the soil. The property came 
up completely clean. Second, the 
provincial building code has been 
rewritten for 2015, so there was some 
uncertainty around some of the new 
rules and regulations. Third, New 
Denver’s Official Community Plan 
has very specific procedures and 
design guidelines. 

“It took time to navigate through 
the process, but in the end we 
feel the process improved the 
end product,” said Harley. “We 
worked with our building designer 
and the local Village staff to come 
up with a look that is consistent with 
both the new OCP heri tage 
building guidelines and the authentic 
architectural legacy of the old mining 
days here in the Slocan.”

Demolition of the old buildings 
on the property took place over 
about two weeks in August. The 
construction waste was trucked to a 
rural property that is privately owned 
by David and Kelley. Harley reports 
that it will be repurposed as fill in a 

New Valhalla Pure store to open this spring in New Denver
future project. “We complied with all 
regulations,” he said. “The savings in 
carbon emissions by not trucking 77 
loads to the landfill in Castlegar and 
then trucking fill in later figured into 

our calculations.”
The Ministry of Environment 

confirmed that there was no 
contravention of the Environmental 
Management Act in this case, and that 

storing construction or demolition 
materials on private property does 
not contravene any British Columbia 
environmental legislation as long as 
pollution is not occurring.

An artist’s rendition of the New Valhalla Pure building at the corner of Hwy. 6 and 6th Avenue in New Denver

submitted
Mountainside Chamber Music 

invites experienced violinists, 
violists, cellists and bass players to 
join its expanding strings program 
held in both Nelson and Hills from 
January 27 to June 9. Registration 
deadline is January 20. 

Both current players and those 
with past experience are welcome.

“Listen for the sound of your 
packed-away violin or viola calling 
you and come out to join one of our 
fun and enriching ensembles in the 
New Year,” says administrator and 
cellist Sue Mistretta. 

Cellist and director Jeff Faragher 
brings his coaching and conducting 
experience as artistic director of the 
Symphony of the Kootenays (SOTK) 
to the growing musical community, 

String players wanted for chamber music ensembles
and he enthusiastically collaborates 
with other professional instructors to 
enrich the program experience. 

The program includes large string 
ensembles (orchestra) and cello 
choirs (ensemble) in both the Nelson 
location at Cedar Hall and the studio 
located in Hills. Positions are open 
in all ensembles; string players must 
be aged 12+ with at least two years 
of private instruction and previous 
ensemble experience. 

“It is important that the stronger 
players help to mentor the players 
with less experience,” says Faragher. 

Nelson programs begin January 
27 and meet weekly on Tuesdays. The 
Hills programs begin on February 4 
and meet on alternating Wednesdays. 
The orchestras in both locations play 
the same musical pieces and once 

per month Faragher provides an 
opportunity for both groups to play 
together. Performances are held at the 
end of each semester. 

Mountainside Chamber Music 
string ensembles invite you to attend 
one of its three performances at 
Mountain Lakes Senior Community 
in Nelson on Tuesday, January 20 at 
6 pm; Knox Hall in New Denver on 
Wednesday January 21 at 4 pm; or the 
Nelson Evangelical Covenant Church 
on Saturday January 24 at 7 pm. 

For  more information on 
program criteria, tuition and summer 
programs in July contact Sue at 
mountainsidechambermusic@gmail.
com or call 250-358-2177. Visit 
www.mountainsidechambermusic.
com and check out www.jefffaragher.
com.
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FREEZING FROGS
In freezing weather, some hibernating 
frogs will reduce the water in their bod-
ies by half and produce an antifreeze-
like mixture of sugar and sugar alcohols 
to fill their cells. Ice forms around their 
organs, their heart stops beating, they 
don’t breathe and brain activity stops. 
When temperatures warm, the process 
reverses and the frog revives.

slocanlakess.com

WANTED 
TO BUY: 

CEDAR AND 
PINE POLES
Brian Major 

• 250-938-3900

Please contact: 
Gormans Pole Division

250-547-9296

Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work, 
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal

WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS
359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539

3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

Support the Valley Voice with a 
voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30 
Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70

New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0

submitted
Pull down your 2015 events 

calendar and ink in “February 7, Butt 
Kicking Boogie, Silverton BC, 8:00 
pm.” The Nightcrawlers and Dr. Fun 
are reuniting the band to rock their 
favourite venue, along with two 
other dynamic groups, No Excuse 
and Clinton Swanson & Friends.

Alumni from Boogies #1-16 
have vivid memories of the Crawlers 
tearing up the packed-to-capacity 
Silverton Memorial Hall as blistering 
blues tunes kept the joint’s hardwood 
floors oscillating into the wee hours. 
Sadly, their last Boogie appearance 
was in 2008; Gary “Dr. Fun” 
Gilbert moved to the coast, the band 
members went their various ways, 
and several members continued to 
play on at the Boogie with the bands 
No Excuse and/or Clinton Swanson. 
Then this last May, the Crawlers 
assembled to play a benefit in Grand 
Forks. They were so enthusiastically 
received by former fans that it 
became mandatory to plead for their 
reunion at Silverton Hall this year. 

Fortunately for their admirers, the 
band felt the momentum and agreed 
to this year’s gig. As one Crawler 
exclaimed, “Playing together again 
was like riding a bike. You never 
forget how it’s done, and how much 
fun it is.”

All the players of this year’s 
Nightcrawlers are former members. 
The signature Hounds of Sound 
horn section will boast two saxes, 
two trumpets and a trombone 
accompanying  consummate 
showman Dr. Fun on vocals and 
harmonica, along with two guitars, 
a bass, keyboard artist and drummer. 
If you can’t dance to this band, then 
in the words of  blues legend Louis 
Jordan, “Jack, you’re dead.”

This event will be like no 
previous party.  Always riveting 
and highly talented No Excuse (“if 
you can’t dance to it, we won’t play 
it”) will have the crowd on its feet 
by 8:30; then one of the many bands 
led by sax virtuoso Clinton Swanson 
will continue with a highly danceable 
set of swing-funk-boogie, featuring 

Original Nightcrawlers headline 23rd Silverton Winter Blues Boogie
mischievous temptress Sydney 
Black on vocals. Dr. Fun and the 
Nightcrawlers will close it down 
with a high voltage performance 
that will leave us gasping for breath 
and hollering for more. Just like the 
good old days, we’ll then all trudge 
home with memories to sustain us 
until next winter. Now that’s what 
we call “The Cure” here in Silverton.

Apologies to the 20 or so other 
performing musicians who are 
unnamed in this article. As usual, 
the real stars of the show will be 
not only the bands but the revellers 
and dancers who routinely troop in 
from hundreds of miles away for 
their annual winter blues fix. This 
year will be an early sellout with the 
onslaught of Dr. Fun fans getting one 
last chance (?) to see the Crawlers 
on stage. 

 All profits help fund our award 
winning local preschool programs 
for community youngsters. Please 
note: Doors open at 8 pm this year, 
and music begins at 8:30. Buy your 
sweetie a Valentine gift now. Tickets 

are $22, on sale now at: Apple 
Tree, Mountainberry Foods, SBS 
(New Denver/Silverton); Broadway 
Deli (Nakusp); Figments (Kaslo); 
Winlaw Minimart; Cottonwood 
Kitchen (Nelson). If you are new 
to the Boogie, ask around town to 
find out why folks from Southern 

BC, Alberta and Washington state 
attend each year, and why this party 
is the longest running winter blues 
bash in BC. 

For information about tickets 
and lodging call Dick and Barbara 
at 250-358-7765. Come to Silverton 
Hall and Feel the Heal!

The Nightcrawlers and Dr. Fun are reuniting the band to rock their favourite venue, the 
Silverton Memorial Hall, February 7.

submitted
• Noah Burkholder accepted 

the Governor General’s Academic 
Medal for 2013-2014 from Nicol 
Suhr, Principal of Lucerne School. 
The Bronze Medal is a national 
recognition from the Governor 
General of Canada, and is awarded 
for academic excellence to the 
student who achieves the highest 
average in their class upon graduating 
from a secondary school. 

Congratulations Noah, on this 
significant achievement!

• Junior science and math teacher 
Signy Fredrickson received an 
exciting email from Beth Corven, 
manager of the GLOWS (Growing, 
Learning Opportunities With 
Science) program. Out of 150 entries 

to the Kootenay Contraption Contest, 
nine prizes were given out and three 
of them went to Lucerne students. 

Students were asked to answer 
the question: “In 50 years, what 
new technology or advancements 
in existing technology will we use 
to improve the way we increase our 
food supply, including the way we 
produce, move, package, store and/
or consume our food?”

Congratulations to Amelie 
Tremaine in Grade 4 (food pen and 
liquid), Max Benson in Grade 6 
(bicycle wheel sower and harvester), 
and Kell Wictorin in Grade 8 (food 
generator). Each of their classes 
received a free pizza lunch, courtesy 
of GLOWS (Growing, Learning 
Opportunities With Science) and the 

submitted
Okay. So you’ve finally gotten 

your driveway all shovelled out and 
your roof cleared and serious cabin 
fever is setting in. What better cure 
for this seasonal malady than the 
Winter Locavores’ Feast and Six 
Slocan Valley Minutes (SSVM)? 

If you can hang on till Saturday, 
January 24, come to the Vallican 
Whole Community Centre for an 
evening of unparalleled sociability 
and fun. Doors open at 5 pm, dinner 
is at 6, SSVM starts around 7:30.

By now everyone knows the 
Locavores’ Feast is the 100 Mile 
Potluck. You come with a generous 
dish prepared with as many local 
ingredients as possible. Then you 
sit around big tables and visit your 
friends and neighbours, and get to 
know all the people you have never 
seen before.

Six Slocan Valley Minutes is 
where we see all kinds of skills and 
talents, some totally unexpected. 
As democratic as performance 
art can get, anyone (this means 
you!) is encouraged – oh, more 

Locavores’ Feast and Six Slocan Valley Minutes at the Vallican Whole
than encouraged, enthusiastically 
supported by all and sundry – to 
come up on stage and do just about 
anything not illegal, immoral or 
disgusting.

Previous acts have ranged 
from chainsaw repair and food 
preparation to the usual song and 
dance and expostulation. Come up 
with something new, and everyone 
will love you for it. This unique slice 
of Valley life only works if members 
of the community get up and do … 
whatever. Local thespian Martina 
Avis will emcee and infuse the event 
with her own charm.

The evening will also host the Red 
Roof fundraiser and a silent auction 
featuring local artists, gardening 
suppliers, wellness practitioners, and 
other local goods and services. The 
building is undergoing a complete 
energy refit, thanks to the RDCK’s 
Community Works fund, and the 
CBT. We just need to raise a bit more 
money to put new red shingles on the 
roof and bring The Whole back to her 
1970s vibrancy. 

The Heritage Credit Union has 

donated $2,500, and challenges the 
community to match these funds 
during this event. As manager Wilf 
Rimmer says, “The Rural Alternatives 
Research & Training Society has 
contributed greatly to the quality of 

life we all enjoy in the Slocan Valley. 
Heritage Credit Union is pleased to 
assist the society’s work in upgrading 
the Vallican Whole to become more 
energy efficient.” So come on down 
and buy your own shingle to put on 

HCU manager Wilf Rimmer (left) and RARTS treasurer Dale Norman (centre) with Marcia 
Braundy, longtime supporter and fundraiser for the Vallican Whole, hold the Red Roof 

fundraiser banner out front of the Whole. The HCU donated $2,500 towards the project, and 
challenges members of the community to match its donation by purchasing a $20 roof shingle 

at the Vallican Whole’s winter Locavores’ Feast January 24.

the roof, and help us reach our goal.
The Vallican Whole is at 3762 

Little Slocan River Road. Admission 
to this celebration of local food and 
community is by potluck item and 
a donation. For more information: 
www.VallicanWhole.com, or www.
Facebook.com/TheWhole.

Kootenay Association for Science 
and Technology (KAST).

“Thank you for all the entries 
that your students submitted to the 
Kootenay Contraption Contest!” 

Good news from Lucerne School
Corven’s email said. “We had 150 
entries from four school districts, and 
it was exciting to read through all the 
entries and see what our kids have to 
say about our future.”

Noah Burkholder accepted the Governor General’s Academic Medal for 2013-2014 from Nicol 
Suhr, Principal of Lucerne School. 
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submitted
BC Assessment has sent out its 

annual notices to property owners across 
the province. 

Properties in The Valley Voice’s 
coverage area have remained relatively 
stable in value compared to last year. An 
exception is vacant property in the rural 
area which has seen more substantial 
changes resulting from a land valuation 
review conducted last year.

Most home owners in Nakusp, New 
Denver, Silverton and the surrounding 
rural areas are seeing changes in the 
-10% to +5% range. Kaslo and area 
has changed by -10 to +10 per cent; the 
Village of Slocan has changed by -5 to 
+5 per cent.

The villages’ assessment rolls are 
as follows:

Nakusp, unchanged at $232 million.
New Denver, unchanged at $89 

million.
Silverton, decreased from $46.9 to 

$45.6 million.
Kaslo, decreased from $182 to $175 

million; 

Slocan, decreased from $41.3 to 
$40.9 million.

Property owners who feel their 
assessment does not reflect market 
value as of July 1, 2014, or see incorrect 
information on their notice, should 
contact BC Assessment as soon as 
possible. If a property owner is still 
concerned about the assessment after 
speaking to an appraiser, they may 
submit a Notice of Complaint (Appeal) 
by February 2, for an independent 
review.

The Nelson/Trail Assessment 
Office is located at Suite 176 – 333 
Victoria Street in Nelson. January office 
hours are 8:30 am to 5 pm, Monday to 
Friday. Property owners can also call 
1-866-valueBC (1-866-825-8322) or 
online by clicking ‘connect’ at www.
bcassessment.ca.

BC Assessment has launched a 
newly-enhanced version of its free 
e-valueBC service that allows the 
general public to search, check and 
compare properties online from across 
the province. 

Not much change for most property assessments

submitted
Family Literacy Day is a national 

awareness initiative created in 1999 and 
held annually on January 27 to raise 
awareness of the importance of reading 
and engaging in other literacy-related 
activities as a family.

ABC Life Literacy Canada is 
encouraging Canadian families to 
have ‘15 minutes of fun’ learning 
together this Family Literacy Day. 
Practicing literacy together every 
day has tremendous benefits for both 
children and parents. Here are some 
great ways to get started:

1. Read a ‘wake up’ story in the 
morning (after reading your bedtime 
story the night before).

2. Search online for fun places to 
go in your community. Pick out a spot 
for your next family day trip.

3. Make up a new recipe together 
and post it online.

4. Tell knock-knock jokes together 
while doing the dishes.

5. Create a story with your family: 
take turns writing one sentence at a 
time, then read the whole story aloud 
when you’re done.

6. Write a review of a book you 

Celebrate literacy with your family this January 27

submitted 
BC Hydro’s fees to customers in 

their Meter Choices program are too 
high and should be reduced, says the 
NDP’s Adrian Dix.

“The fees being charged to 
participants in the Meter Choices 
program are out of step with what 
other utilities charge and don’t 
represent a reasonable cost recovery 
for reading the analog meters or 
the smart meters with the radio-off 
engaged.

“It’s clear that Hydro has set up 
this fee structure to punish customers 
who don’t agree with them. That’s 
not fair and it isn’t something a public 
utility should be engaged in.”

Dix has written a letter to energy 
minister Bill Bennett to request the fee 
structure be revised to be more in line 
with what utilities like Hydro Quebec 
and Fortis BC charge.

“BC Hydro customers pay $240 
per year for radio-off Smart Meter 
customers and $388.80 for legacy 
meter customers. By comparison, 
Fortis charges $108 per year for radio-
off customers. That’s a discrepancy 
that cannot be explained away. I hope 
the minister will agree with that and 
encourage BC Hydro to restructure 
these fees.”

Dix offered two suggestions for 
lowering these fees: scaling back what 
seems to be an excessive security 
system for the analogue meters and 
reducing the amount of time Hydro 

New Democrats call for reduction in BC Hydro meter fees 
staff are called to physically read the 
meters – something Fortis already 
does for customers in the Okanagan 
and West Kootenay.

In his letter, Dix also asked the 

minister to clarify Hydro’s policy on 
cancelling service in winter months. 
In November, a Hydro spokesperson 
told media on Vancouver Island that 
their policy was to not cancel service 

between November and March, yet 
Hydro customers have had their 
service disconnected as recently as 
last week.

 “This kind of conflicting 

information does not help already 
inflamed tensions,” said Dix. “If the 
utility has a policy, it should follow 
the policy; if that policy doesn’t exist, 
Hydro should not be claiming it does.”

read together as a family. Send it to 
the author through email or snail mail.

7. Organize a book swap at your 
school or with your friends.

8. Track your trip to school, the 
park, and the grocery store on a map. 
Find a different route to take to each 
place.

9. Learn to play a musical 
instrument. What about the ukulele?

10. Write a note to include in a 
grown-up’s lunch – ask them to write 
back!

11. Make a popsicle stick model 
with your family.

12. Write your names graffiti-style 
using chalk on your sidewalk – you 
may need to shovel first!

13. Play a board game together.
14. Look up the words to your 

favourite song online. Have a sing-off 
with your friends!

15. Count how many steps it takes 
to get from your bedroom to your 
kitchen. Find out who in your family 
has the most steps to a snack!

For more information about this 
initiative, or ways to get involved, visit: 
FamilyLiteracyDay.ca or follow ABC 
on Twitter @abclifeliteracy.

submitted
The Slocan Lake Christmas Bird 

Count took place on December 27 under 
cold and snowy conditions. Fourteen 
people braved the minus-seven-degree 
weather to walk a total of 28 km. while 
an additional three people did feeder 
watches. Twenty nine species were 
observed with four more recorded during 
the three days before and after bird count 
day (Christmas Week). 

The following species and numbers 
were observed: Canada Goose – 20, 
Trumpeter Swan – 4, Mallard – 1, 
Common Goldeneye – 1, Merlin 
– 2, Belted Kingfisher – 1, Downy 
Woodpecker – 1, Northern Flicker – 
10, Pileated Woodpecker – 3, Steller’s 

Christmas bird count finds 29 species
Jay – 15, American Crow – 22, Raven 
– 8, Black-capped Chickadee – 24, 
Chestnut-backed Chickadee – 16, Red-
breasted Nuthatch – 5, Winter Wren – 1, 
American Dipper – 4, Golden-crowned 
Kinglet – 2, Townsend’s Solitaire – 
1, American Robin – 5, Bohemian 
Waxwing – 50, American Tree Sparrow 
– 1, Song Sparrow – 4, Oregon Junco 
– 10, Grey-crowned Rosy Finch – 150, 
Common Redpoll – 200, Pine Siskin – 
100, American Goldfinch – 3, and Pine 
Grosbeak – 40. 

Also observed during Christmas 
week were: Ruffed Grouse – 1, Bald 
Eagle – 2, Varied Thrush – 1 and Evening 
Grosbeak – 3.

A new Bird Count circle is being 
established in the Lemon Creek area. 
Two parties counted there and saw 
Canada Geese – 15, Swans – 8, ducks – 
30 plus, Hooded Mergansers – 7, Downy 
Woodpecker – 1(f), Hairy Woodpecker 
– 1(f), Northern Flicker – 2, Steller’s 
Jays – 3, Black-capped Chickadees – 16 
and Pine Siskins – 5. 

submitted
The Parliamentary Internship 

Program (PIP), open to all Canadians 
and permanent residents under 35 
years old with a university degree, 
is accepting applications for the 
2015/16 intern year. 

This work-study program offers 
a 10-month paid internship ($23,000) 
during which time interns will work 
for MPs on both sides of the House 
of Commons, participate in a weekly 
seminar, produce an original research 
paper and undertake comparative 
study tours to legislatures in Canada 
and abroad. 

PIP is independent of government 
and strictly non-partisan. It is an 
initiative of the Canadian Political 
Science Association delivered in 

MP urges grads to consider Parliamentary internship 
collaboration with the House of 
Commons that is supported by public 
and private sector sponsors. 

This is an outstanding work-
study opportunity for university 
graduates in all fields that will 
provide young Canadians with 
invaluable experience as they seek 
academic or professional careers. 

“I urge BC Southern Interior 
University grads to seriously 
consider applying to this great 
program,” says Alex Atamanenko, 
MP for the Southern Interior.

For more information, and to 
submit an application, visit the 
PIP Website at www.pip-psp.org. 
All applications must be submitted 
online before midnight on January 
31.
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HARDWOOD FLOORS 
WHOLESALE

100% CANADIAN PREF. ALUM-OXIDE. ROAK-
MAPLE BISTRO/TAVERN 3 1/4” X 3/4” - $4.39/SF 
– MILL RUN $85 Sel BETTER. NORTH PLANK. 

RL. UP TO 7’ $5.49/SF PLT. – ENG IMPORT 
FROM $3.99/SF PLT. CORK 50+ CHOICES 

FROM $2.59 SF PLT. GLUE DOWN – BAMBOO, 
SLATE FROM $3.99/SF PLT – MOST IN STOCK 

AT JUAN’S 1503 HWY 3A 
THRUMS (CASTLEGAR) BC

250-399-6377 Mon-Sat 8:30 am - 5 pm

mobile (250) 551-TIME (8463)

Jim Pownall & Co.
LOG & TIMBER FRAME HOMES

New Denver • BC
250-358-2566

jpownall@telus.net

HALL LUMBER 
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat 
10 am to 5 pm

PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd. 

Edgewood, BC

• Registered Septic System 
designer and installer •
• Ready Mix Concrete • 

• Lock Blocks • Drain Rock • 
• Road Crush • Sand & Gravel • 

• Dump Trucks • Excavator • 
• Crusher • Coloured Concrete • 

• Site Preparation •
Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
Ph. 265-4615 • vieirac@telus.net

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN 
BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Indoor Garden 
Supplies

Castlegar
250-304-2911

1730 Hwy 3, Selkirk Spring Building
dan@canadiangardensupply.com

Safety, Service, Satisfaction
Installation and maintenance
jim@jemsgas.com

MADDEN TIMBER CONSTRUCTION
            TimberFrame Homes
    Stairs, Interior Finishing, Drywall

Concrete and Excavation
Roofing and Siding

Custom Design
Wood and Timber Sales

                 dave@maddentimber.com
                          250 265 1807

Wired by Alex
Electrical Contracting Ltd

Alex Joseph

250-358-7721

Crescent Bay 
Construction Ltd.

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431 
• Email cresbay@telus.net

LARRY’S Lawn & Yard Service
Snow removal

• Pruning • Odd jobs •

Cell: 250-265-7281 • Phone: 250-358-7772
Serving Silverton to Nakusp & all points in between.

Leaf Cabinetry
Residential & commercial 

cabinet work.
Winlaw, BC

250.226.7441 
www.leafcabinetry.com

CONSTRUCTION
FOUNDATIONS • timber FRAMING

ROOFING • RENOVATIONS

Specializing in Timber Framing
Cell: 250-265-8503 

Home: 250-269-7280

CARDS OF THANKS
CLASSIFIED ADS

IN MEMORIUM

COMING EVENTS

FOR RENT

FOR SALE

HEALTH

HELP WANTED

ELEGANT JOY in January at Still Eagle 
- All Indigenous styles - alpaca & organic 
cotton - at 25% off all month. 476 Baker, 
Nelson.
BUDDY’S PIZZA, KASLO - Award 
winning, hand-stretched artisan pizza. 
250-353-2282.
GROOVY JOY in January at STILL 
EAGLE – All Fairies Pyjamas and Hemp 
Hoodlambs at 25% off all month. 476 
Baker, Nelson.
NEW SLOCAN VALLEY RIDESHARE 
PROGRAM sponsored by The Healthy 
Community Society. For more information 
check community-connect.ca.
ORGANIZED JOY in January at STILL 
EAGLE – All calendars, agendas and 
journals at 25% off all month. 476 Baker, 
Nelson.
LOOKING FOR A BUSINESS, service or 
organization in Nakusp and Arrow Lakes? 
Check out www.nakuspdirectory.com.
NATURAL JOY in January at STILL 
EAGLE – organic bed, bath and kitchen 
at 25% off all month. 476 Baker, Nelson.
OUTDOORSY JOY in January at STILL 
EAGLE – IO BIO super quality merino tops 
and bottoms and under layers at 25% off all 
month. 476 Baker, Nelson.

A R E  Y O U  A N  A S P I R I N G 
ENTREPRENEUR?  I f  so ,  c a l l 
Community Futures to learn about the free 
Business Plan workshop open to anyone! 
And if you’re eligible you may also qualify 
for the Self Employment Program, where 
you will receive ongoing business training 
and coaching and usually financial support 
while you start your business. To learn 
more, call 265-3674 ext. 201 or email 
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.
THINKING OF STARTING, buying 
or expanding your own business? 
Community Futures offers business loans, 
counseling & training; and delivers the 
Self Employment program in the Arrow 
& Slocan Lakes area. For more info leave 
a message at 265-3674 ext. 201 or email 
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

S T.  A N T H O N Y ’ S  C AT H O L I C 
CHURCH would like to thank all our 
vendors and supporters of our 41st annual 
Christmas Flea Market. You have all been 
a fantastic support over the years. May you 
have a blessed and peaceful 2015.

-Love and prayers from St. Anthony’s
THE FAMILY OF DENNIS (DENNY) 
BUTLER wish to express our deepest 
appreciation to those who have offered 
support, messages of sympathy, cards and 
food as our family deals with our sudden 
loss. We would especially like to thank 
the paramedics, New Denver Search and 
Rescue, Dr. Burkholder and nurses at 
Slocan Community Health Centre, Slocan 
Legion Branch #276 for their participation 
in the service and the ladies for the tea that 
followed. A very special thank you to Lora 
Lee for all you did. If there is anyone we 
missed – we thank you and love you all.
Forever in our hearts, dad.

-Barb, Pat, Steven Butler and family
OUR FAMILY would like to express our 
gratitude and appreciation for the many 
kindnesses, cards, flowers, food, and love in 
the recent loss of our dear Dad, Bill Barrow. 
It is a time of profound sorrow to lose our 
Dad, and our family found great comfort 
to have so many family members and 
dear friends attend his service in Nakusp. 
We were not able to speak to all of you 
following Dad’s service and reception, but 
please know that we are thankful for your 
kind attendance and words during the open 
mic – many travelled great distances to be in 
Nakusp to bid Dad farewell, and your time 
is gratefully acknowledged. We were glad 
to fulfill Dad’s request to leave the church 
on the “upbeat” New Orleans-style!

Bill Barrow loved his community of 
Nakusp, and his recall of the historical 
peoples and places was sharp and 
unwavering – he loved to share those 
stories, and always encouraged locals 
and visitors to visit the Nakusp Museum 
and Vicky’s View. Thank you for your 
generous donations to the Arrow Lakes 
Historical Society, the Nakusp & District 

Museum, and to the Nakusp & Area 
Community Trails Society/Vicky’s View 
in Dad’s memory. Special thank you to 
Hilary Bitten, Star of the West #61 Lodge 
members, cousin Hiro Yanagisawa, Bea 
Anton, Dawna Dinning, Pat MacGibbon 
Trio, Doreen Desrochers and the Seniors 
Choir, June Hall, cousin Joni Stevens, and 
Evelyn Hurry. 

-Sincerely, Robin, Grant & Robin Lee, 
Hollis & Howard and family.

A BIG THANK YOU to all the wonderful 
people who volunteered for the many events 
held by the Slocan Lake Gallery Society 
in 2014! Thank you to all those who lent 
a hand staffing events, running the sound 
board and lights, making and serving food, 
tidying up and billeting artists. We also send 
a huge thank you out to the artists we have 
worked with over the year. Without you, 
none of the magic moments, whether in 
visual, performing or literary arts, would 
have happened. Thanks to the community 
for attending our concerts, art shows, coffee 
houses and classes. It has been a great year 
thanks to all of you! 
-Sincerely, the Slocan Lake Gallery Society

SLOCAN LAKE GARDEN SOCIETY 
(SLUGS) AGM, Sunday February 22, 2-4 
pm, Knox Hall. All welcome. More info 
next month.
THE ARROW LAKES HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY  is celebrating its 30th 
anniversary on Saturday the 24th of January 
from 1-5 at their new Archives building at 
the back of the Centennial Building that 
houses the museum and library. There will 
be cake, coffee and tea. A series of photos 
will be shown continuously as well.
M O U N TA I N S I D E  C H A M B E R 
MUSIC registration deadline is Jan. 20 
for Winter-Spring programs in Nelson 
and Hills. Experienced string players 
wanted. Fall/winter final concert is 4 
pm at Knox Hall, New Denver on Wed. 
Jan. 21. Contact Sue at 250-358-2177 or 
Mountainsidechambermusic@gmail.com. 
Visit www. Mountainsidechambermusic.
com.

THE STAR CHILDREN hardcovers are 
here. They will be available at the Hidden 
Garden Gallery in New Denver Friday, 
January 16, 2:30-4 pm. Please come by and 
pick up your copy. Also, if you’d like your 
soft cover book signed, please bring it by. 
Future sales of books will be available at 
Raven’s Nest, New Denver and Maplerose, 
Nelson.
LOCAVORES’ FEAST and Six Slocan 
Valley Minutes. Saturday, Jan. 24, Vallican 
Whole Community Centre. Whip up your 
best local dish then get up on stage and do 
something amazing. Talk your friends into 
strutting their stuff! Buy a shingle for the 
Red Roof Fundraiser. Also silent auction. 
www.VallicanWhole.com
‘FACES IN PLACES’ – A children’s 
art show. Hidden Garden Gallery, New 
Denver. January 17 and 18, 10 am to 3 pm. 
Reception: Saturday 17 January 1-3 pm 
with live music by these students of the 
Arrow Lakes Distributed Learning School.
ROSEBERY PARKLANDS Development 
Society will hold its AGM on Saturday, 
January 24, 2015 at 1 pm at Knox Hall 
in New Denver. Memberships will be 
available at the door prior to the meeting. 
For information call 250-358-2590.

NAKUSP TRIPLEX FOR RENT. 3-4 
bedrooms. On acreage. 1200 sq. ft. $675/
mo. Appliances. 1-250-575-8867 or 1-250-
863-0886.
NAKUSP RENTAL, 1 bedroom cabin. 
Small home suitable for 1 person. Located 
in a quiet area 3 minutes drive to town. 
Includes fridge, stove, and laundry room 
with washer & dryer. Large shed for outside 
storage. No pets. $565.00 per month. Does 
not include utilities. Call 250-265-1730 for 
more information.
HOUSE FOR RENT IN SILVERTON. 
Two bedrooms. Pellet stove, washer, dryer, 
fridge, stove. $650.00 + utilities.

AFFORDABLE STEEL SHIPPING 
CONTAINERS 20 ft and 40 ft sizes. 
Kootenay Containers. Sales & Rentals. 
Castlegar. 250-365-3014.

THAI MASSAGE:  ful ly-clothed 
acupressure massage. FELDENKRAIS 
Awareness Through Movement classes 
in Nakusp & Winlaw. Tyson Bartel 250-
226-6826 thaitouch@yahoo.com; www.
thaitouch.ca
YOGA IN SILVERTON - THE INWARD 
JOURNEY: Monday morning 9-10:30; 
Thursday 4–5:30 pm. Honour your body 
by reducing stress, building strength, 
flexibility and balance. Upper story of the 
fire hall in Silverton. Only 5 minutes from 
New Denver. Open to all levels. Come 
and share mindfulness and the exultation 
of inner flow.
COUNSELLING:  Sue Mistret ta , 
MA, Canadian Certified Counsellor in 
Silverton and Winlaw. In person and online 
counselling available. 358-2177 or www.
handandsoul.ca.

CARE AIDE NEEDED with Care Aide 
Certificate or equivalent for mature disabled 
male. Four-hour shifts with job sharing. 
Part-time, weekends and back-up to start. 
Reply with brief resume to: Home Support 
Worker, Box 433, New Denver, BC  V0G 
1S0.

In Memory of Andy Hawkins
February 17, 1949 – January 15, 2014

Miss you Babe.
Support the Valley Voice with a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30 
Send Cheque to: Valley Voice, Box 70

New Denver, BC  V0G 1S0
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Support the Valley Voice with 
a voluntary subscription

Only $10-$30 

Open Wednesday - Saturday 
10:30 am – 4:30 pm

Closed Sunday -Tuesday

Main Street, New Denver
250-358-2178

WINTER HOURS
9 AM - 9 PM

Kaslo Clothes Hanger

Open Wed - Sun

Delivery available in the New Denver Silverton area. 
For same day delivery call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

new Market FoodS
518 6th Ave • New Denver
250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290

email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
www.newmarketfoods.ca

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm

Legendary 
Meats 

Custom 
Cutting

Open for the 2014 Cutting 
Season

Call now to book your appointment
Phone/Fax 250.226.7803
www.legendarymeats.ca
2826 Hwy 6, Slocan Park

358-7769

AVA’S  
Hair Studio

Far right entrance of the Wild Rose Building in Rosebery

OPEN YEAR-ROUND

hair

WORK WANTED

Certified by the Province of BC to test drinking water

H. A. Benson Inc.
Chartered Accountant
119 Broadway Street
Box 780
Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0

Phone: 250-265-3370 • Fax: 250-265-3375
Email: howard@habenson.ca

WANTED
Business Classifieds start at $10.00

Call 250-358-7218 for details

SLOCAN VALLEY RECREATION

250-226-0008

WEDNESDAY-SUNDAY Bikes, Skis, 
Snowshoes

Sales and 
Maintenance 

Call Shon
250-265-3332

shonsbs@gmail.com

Your ad could 
be here for only 

$11.00 + GST

FOR INFORMATION ON AA, NA, 
OA, ACOA OR ALANON MEETINGS 
contact in New Denver: 358-7904 or 358-
7158; Nakusp 265-4216; Kaslo 353-2658; 
Slocan 355-2805; South Slocan 226-7705; 
Playmor Junction 359-7310.
NELSON & AREA ELDER ABUSE 
PREVENTION Resource Centre: 250-
352-6008 preventeldRabuse@sbdemail.
com / www.nelsonelderabuseprevention.
org. Drop-in Wednesdays 12-2 pm, 
719 Vernon Street, Nelson. Nelson and 
District Seniors Coordinating Society.

PERSONALIZED DOG CARE - 
WINLAW. Your dog’s home away from 
home, no kennels, acres of fenced play area 
and river swims. Call now to book your 
dog’s vacation. 1-250-448-6553, www.
barknrollinn.com.

Mom and Baby Fitness: Mon’s Jan 
26-Mar 9, 10:30-11:30am, Slocan Park 
Hall, $65/$12 drop-in.
Figure Studies: Wed’s Jan 28-Apr 15, 
7- 9:30pm, Slocan Park Hall, $110 or 
$15 drop-in. 
Total Body Energizer: Thur’s Jan 29-
Mar 5, 10:30 -11:30am, Slocan Park Hall, 
$65/$12 drop-in.
Ballet: Ages 3-5 yrs and 6-10 yrs. Thur’s 
Jan 29-Apr 30, Slocan Park Hall. Call 
for more info.
Cake Decorating: Tue’s Feb 3-Mar 10, 
6-7pm, Crescent Valley Hall, $120.
Pro-D Day Art Explorations: Nature 
and Fairies: Tues Feb 10, Slocan Park 
Hall. Call for more info.

SAVE MONEY @ PETER’S WINDOWS 
& DOORS with energy-efficient windows, 
doors and siding by Gentek. We are the 
exclusive dealer of long lasting, high 
performing windows by Gentek. We also 
have lots of wood and metal doors in 
stock. Now selling Gentek siding. 1-250-
399-0079.
GERRY CONWAY  – Journeyman 
carpenter/builder. 250-265-3163.
C A R E G I V E R  AVA I L A B L E  – 
Experienced male caregiver available for 
in-home and in-community support. Min. 
3 hours service. Kootenaycaregivers.ca  
250-777-1169.

HOUSE-SIT WANTED: Responsible, 
mature male looking for house-sit in New 
Denver/Silverton or Kaslo areas for the 
winter. Call 250-777-3842.
RUSTY VOLKSWAGON bus/van with 
split front windshield. Any information 
please call 403-690-7646.

C A R E G I V E R  AVA I L A B L E  – 
Experienced male caregiver available for 
in-home and in-community support. Min. 
3 hours service. Kootenaycaregivers.ca  
250-777-1169.

NORMA EILEEN NUNN, 95, of New 
Denver BC passed calmly on December 
30, 2014 at Kootenay Boundary Regional 
Hospital after succumbing to injuries 
sustained in a car accident near Hills, BC.
Memorial service was held January 3, 2015 
at St. Stephen’s Anglican Church.

Many heartfelt thanks to the New Denver 
Fire Rescue, Shawn of the Slocan Lake 
RCMP Detachment and the paramedics 
for their excellent management of a very 
difficult and technical rescue, to the many 
who helped set up and who provided treats at 
the reception, and many thanks to everyone 
in the community who has shown Norma 
countless kindnesses through years past 
and now to her family in this difficult time.

In lieu of flowers, donations to the 
New Denver Fire Rescue or New Denver 
Community Club would be appreciated.

FRIENDS ARE FOREVER.

KOLESNIKOFF (Kooznetsoff), Mary
November 29, 1929 - December 28, 2014
Mary Kolesnikoff, 85, passed away 
peacefully at Jubilee Manor in Nelson BC. 
First born on a farm in Cowley Alberta, 
child to Sam and Lucy Kooznetsoff 
followed by her sisters Betty Poznikoff, 
Doris Semenoff (deceased), Anne Malakoff 
and her brother Micheal Kooznetsoff. Mary 
was predeceased by her husband Peter 
Kolesnikoff (September 7, 2011) and is 
survived by her son Tony Kolesnikoff 
(Rose), daughters Nina McLarty, Pearl 
Brown (David), 8 grandchildren, 14 
great grandchildren and 2 great, great 
grandchildren. Mary spent most of her life in 
the Slocan Valley – Appledale, Winlaw and 
Crescent Valley. Her garden was admired 
by many over the years; she was an avid 
gardener and loved to share her garden with 
family and friends. She also loved going 
to the hot springs with her grandchildren 
and husband Peter. She always enjoyed 
phone calls and visits from everyone. 
Mary will be greatly missed, but heaven 
called another angel home to watch over 
her loved ones. At Mary’s request a private 
family service will be held at a later date.

NOTICES PETS

Personal Classifieds start at $8.00
Call 250-358-7218 for details

OBITUARIES
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Appointments can be scheduled by contacting 
his Nelson office at 250-352-5135

Dr. Brennan comes to New Denver and Nakusp every week:
Slocan Community Health Centre on Wednesday Afternoons

Arrow Lakes Hospital on Thursday Mornings
Neck Pain, Back Pain, Headaches, Shoulder 

Pain, Foot Pain, Hip Pain

Dr. Michael Brennan • Chiropractor
Over 10 years experience

info

Your ad could 
be here for only 

$11.00 + GST

Open 1 pm to 4:30 pm Tues. to Sat.

Thank you to Dr. Keith Bridger and the 
wonderful staff at Jubilee Manor for making 
Mary comfortable and cared for.

Arrangements are under the direction 
of Thompson Funeral Service.  Online 
condolences may be expressed at www.
thompsonfs.ca
VISSER, Alice

Lorna Visser with her mother Alice Visser, 
who passed away December 29.

On December 29, Alice Visser was called 
home to heaven after a long life of 92 years, 
a life well lived. She will be greatly missed, 
particularly by daughter Lorna Visser, son-
in-law Wayne McCrory of Hills and son 
Dennis Visser of Edmonton.

Alice Visser (nee Olthuis) was born in 
Neerlandia, Alberta, on May 17, 1922, the 
youngest child in a family of 7 siblings. 
Times were tight on the farm but she had 
a happy childhood secure in the love of 
her parents Jacob and Aaltje Olthuis. After 
completing school in Edmonton where 
the family moved in 1934, Alice enjoyed 
a career as a salesclerk and buyer of baby 
clothes for Woodwards Department Store.

While working at Woodwards her boss 
would notice a handsome fellow hanging 
around waiting for her to take her lunch 
break or to get off work: that was Peter 
Visser come a-courting. They had known 
each other since they were childhood 
friends in Neerlandia and became more 
friendly thanks to the convenient social 
events provided by the church Young 
People’s Society. Peter and Alice married 
in 1946. Alice applied herself with great 
determination to the role of a newly married 
wife; in a few short months Peter had gained 
an enormous amount of weight thanks to 
Alice’s excellent cooking and baking!

In the late 1940s Peter built a sturdy 
family home for them in Edmonton where 

they raised their children Dennis and 
Lorna. Alice was a warm, sensible, loving 
mother who always put her children first 
and was uniformly proud of their every 
achievement, major or minor. She made 
a warm, welcoming and loving home and 
was a fantastic homemaker who worked 
hard every day to keep her house spotless. 
She also did the bookkeeping for Peter’s 
business, Central Radiator Works.

In January of 2005 Peter passed away 
after a two-year battle with cancer. Alice 
nursed him at home the entire time in a 
feat of selfless love and dedication that was 
truly remarkable. They had almost 60 years 
of happily married life together. In July 
2000, Lorna married Wayne McCrory. In 
December 2004, Dennis married Suzanne 
Mageau. Sadly, Suzanne died on December 
23, 2014, less than a week before Alice’s 
passing.

Alice was a true Christian woman 
who lived her values and was a dedicated 
member of First Christian Reformed 
Church of Edmonton. She was active on 
many church committees and she spent 
considerable time visiting the sick and 

shut-in. God, Church and Family were the 
cornerstones of Alice Visser’s life.

After her husband Peter Visser’s 
passing, Alice lived for several years in 
the Emmanuel Senior Citizens Home in 
Edmonton. As her care needs increased, 
four years ago she moved to The Pavilion in 
New Denver to spend her final years close to 
her daughter Lorna. Alice was wonderfully 
cared for at The Pavilion and was seen 
through her final days by Lorna and Wayne, 
the excellent nursing staff and New Denver 
Hospice volunteers. Her gracious, loving 
nature shone through until the end and in 
return she was treated with great dignity 
and kindness. Alice’s family would like to 
thank the doctors, nurses, cooks, cleaners 
and all the staff at The Pavilion, in particular 
the Care Aides who so patiently and gently 
attended to Alice’s every daily need. We 
are truly blessed to have such an excellent 
facility in our community. It was a safe 
haven for Alice, she loved it there and in 
return she was loved back.

Interment will take place in Edmonton 
next to her husband Peter. There will be a 
Memorial Service in celebration of her life 

on January 10th at her church in Edmonton. 
Donations may be made in Alice Visser’s 
memory to the New Denver Hospice 
Society (Box 217, New Denver, BC V0G 
1S0) or to Slocan Community Health Care 
Auxiliary Society (Box 253, New Denver, 
BC V0G 1S0).

RETRACTION
We would like to retract the 

following statement made in the 
Valley Voice ‘Year in Review’ 
article in our December 17 issue: 
“[Marilyn] James objected to a 
reburial ceremony September 15-
16 for which Robert Watt consulted 
with members of the ONA.” This 
statement is untrue and misrepresents 
a highly sensitive and spiritual 
matter. We wish to put this matter 
to rest and acknowledge that a large 
group of Sinixt descendants came 
together to respectfully rebury their 
ancestor.
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Dennis Brian Butler
May 25, 1942 – Dec. 20, 2014

Dennis Butler, affectionately known as Denny, was born 
Dennis Brian Butler on May 25, 1942 in Victoria, the youngest 
of 8 children born to Harry and Grace Butler. He grew up in 
New Denver and Victoria. He was husband, father, grandfather, 
brother to many, uncle to even more, and a friend to all.

Denny started working for the Department of Highways in 
1962, and over the years worked his way up to road foreman.

He met Barbara Brekke in 1963, and they were married 
in New Denver on December 19, 1964. Daughter Patricia 
was born in 1965 and son Steven in 1966. The family lived 
in New Denver and Edgewood, and returned to New Denver 
permanently in 1975.

In 1987, Denny received his 25-year service award from 
the Government of BC. When privatization happened, he 
left the government and became district manager for BEL 
Maintenance. In 1991 he retired. He was not the kind to 
sit idle for long, as a few months later he opened Silverton 
Grocery Store with Barb and brother-in-law Gary. They sold 
this business in 1998, and apart from a few part-time contracts 
with the Ministry, began to enjoy true retirement.

Travelling became a big part of their lives, including trips to Disneyland, Norway, Austria, Germany, China, 
Korea, Hawaii, Jamaica, Costa Rica, Mexico, and most recently Arizona for several weeks in the winters, where 
they established new friendships.

Over the years, Denny was active in the Royal Canadian Legion, was an active member of the Slocan Lake Golf 
Club, the Curling Club, and loved to enter Bocce tournaments. He organized and took part in many Highways 
tournaments and events.

When the family was young, camping was a major summer event, and several trips were made in the family 
car, including a trip to Saskatchewan one year with the Greenwoods. A lot of camping was shared with the Duncan 
family. Family camping trips with Gary and Lora Lee and their children were enjoyed at places like Catherine 
Lake, Eagle Bay and Arrow Lakes. As the kids grew, they progressed from tenting to trailers. He enjoyed fishing 
and taught his brother-in-law and his son to enjoy fishing and hunting.

His family was the greatest joy to Denny. He greatly enjoyed the time spent with his children, welcoming 
step-grandson Adam in 1991, and was thrilled to welcome Kyle in 1991, Rachel in 1992, Ashley in 1993 and Ryley 
in 1994. They thought the family was complete but more were on the way when great-grandson Ford arrived to 
Rachel and Chris in 2012 and great-granddaughter Ahria to Ashley and Chris in 2014. One of Denny’s greatest 
joys was playing with his great-grandkids and having them pop over for a visit. Denny loved to visit his family, 
frequently travelling to Tappen to help Steven build his shop and garage and travelling to Saskatchewan for Rachel’s 
wedding. The butler reunions, held in Kaslo every 5 years were an important part of his life, and he loved planning 
for them and sharing the reunion events after the fact.

Sadly, they lost step-grandson Adam in 2004 and granddaughter Rachel in 2013.
Denny and Barb celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary 

December 19, 2014, and were looking forward to many more 
years together. A gathering of family and friends was held in 
August, and we were able to surprise them with that event.

Denny was a kind and gentle soul, loved by many, 
and now missed by many. Denny, you will live on in 
our memories, and there are so many of them that 
you will always be with us.

Donations in Denny’s name can be made to 
Canuck Place or BC Children’s Hospital.

Wishes only the best for our regional community in 2015!

The Valley Voice is still going strong, thanks to you! Very big thanks to our 
readers, advertisers, contributors, subscribers and voluntary subscribers.

We ask for your continued support in 2015:

• Consider a voluntary subscription – a contribution towards our cost of 
delivering the Valley Voice to your mailbox. Suggested amount is $10 - $30.
• Tell our advertisers that you saw their ad in the Valley Voice.
• Advertise with us.
• Keep submitting those letters and articles.

Proud to be producing an independently and locally owned regional 
community newspaper in the West Kootenay!

Dan Nicholson and Jan McMurray, co-owners.

submitted
The Slocan Valley Heritage Trail 

Society (SVHTS) has purchased a 
new snowmobile, thanks to a donation 

Rail Trail gets support from Heritage Credit Union
of $13,000 from the Heritage Credit 
Union (HCU). The society was able 
to replace its aging snow grooming 
equipment with a new SkiDoo Skandic 
900 snowmobile to help groom the 50 
km Slocan Valley Rail Trail. 

“This donation is a tangible show of 
support for the valuable work of Society 
members and dedicated volunteers who 
take care of the Slocan Valley Rail Trail 
all year long,” said Wilf Rimmer, HCU 
branch manager.

“This is an amazing show of support 
from the HCU,” said SVHTS chair 
Helene Dostaler. “We thought we were 
in for a long road trying to achieve our 
goal and they have shown us just how 
strong the community supports what 

we are doing. It is so very rewarding.”
The purchase of the snowmobile 

is part of a $25,000 equipment 
replacement project the society began 
in early 2014. 

“Our new winter equipment 
includes a new groomer/ski track 
setter bought with Columbia Basin 
Trust Community Initiatives Program 
[funds] and some of our reserves from 
membership fees and donations,” 
Dostaler added. “While our older 
equipment still runs, it will allow us 
to groom and track set the trail faster, 
easier and more efficiently.”

An additional grant from Area 
H director Walter Popoff was also 
essential to the Society achieving its 

goal. Members are now hoping for 
more snow so everyone gets out and 
enjoys the magic of the Slocan Valley 
Rail Trail. 

For more information on the Society 
visit www.slocanvalleyrailtrail.ca or 
join on Facebook. Both locations offer 
continuous updates on trail conditions.

The purchase of a snowmobile is part of the $25,000 equipment replacement project the 
society began in early 2014. 

submitted
The Slocan Valley Legacy Fund 

board of directors has announced 
the 2015 granting cycle. Guidelines 
for the granting process, as well as 
applications, are now available online, 
at www.slocanvalleylegacy.com. 

Slocan Valley Legacy Fund 2015 Grants are now available
Applications are due by March 13.

In 2014, the Society awarded 
six grants totaling $8,000 to valley 
organizations. Through the continued 
generous support of Kootenay 
Savings Credit Union, the society is 
able to increase the funds available 

this year to $15,000 for the 2015 
granting cycle, with grants up to 
$4,000 each.

The endowment fund is growing 
steadily because of sizable donations 
from valley residents that have been 
matched by the Columbia Basin Trust 
and prudently invested. The annual 

income from this perpetual nest-egg 
is distributed back to the community 
in the form of grants that provide 
ongoing benefits to the Slocan Valley. 

To learn more about the fund, the 
society, and how you can contribute to 
this living legacy, please visit the web 
site for more details.

The staff at RHC Insurance Brokers in Chahko Mika Mall donated $250 to the W.E. Graham 
Community Services Food Cupboard; Theresa Thickett and Michelle Morelli accepted on behalf of 
the organization. On Jeans Day Friday, the staff contributes to a fund and RHC Insurance Brokers 

match the amount collected to support local initiatives such as the community food banks.


