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Smart meter infrastructure causes internet problems in Silverton
by Jan McMurray
Despite assurances from BC
Hydro that smart meters will have no
effect on community wireless internet
services, many Red Mountain Internet
Society (RMIS) customers have been
experiencing problems ever since
smart meter collectors were installed
in Rosebery and Silverton last week.
The RMIS technician reported
that he had received many calls from
Rosebery and Silverton customers with
complaints of intermittent service. “It’s
very frustrating, because everything
looks fine – the equipment is fine, and
things from the back end look fine –
but there is just no signal. Zero signal.
Then service is miraculously restored
all by itself,” he said.
RMIS uses radios and towers in the
900 MHz frequency band because this
equipment provides the best reception
in our heavily treed, mountainous area.
The 900 MHz frequency band is the
same band used by BC Hydro smart
meters. Wireless internet services
that do not use the 900 band, such as
the Kaslo InfoNet Society’s service,
will not have the same interference
problem, explained RMIS President
Larry Lavan.
Lavan has been in touch with Wilf
Bangert, head of Network BC, which
provides support to community internet
service providers, and BC Hydro’s
Vern Kwiatkowski, IT manager for
the smart meter program. “They are
working to stop the interference as
soon as possible,” reported Lavan on
Friday, July 6.
Back in March, RMIS became
concerned that smart meters might
interfere with its internet service
after hearing about what happened in
Likely, BC. When smart meters were
installed in that small community,
wireless internet service provided by
CP Electronics out of Williams Lake
was lost to its Likely customers.
Mary Anne Coules, BC Hydro
Community Relations Representative
for our area, responded to an email
sent to her by RDCK Area D Director

Andy Shadrack in March that raised
concerns about the interference issue.
In her response, she assured that “BC
Hydro’s smart meters do not have
the potential to cause a problem for
community-based internet services,
operating on the 902-928 MHz band
or any other frequency.” She explained
that smart meters use “frequency
hopping” technology – if the channel
is being utilized by another device, the
smart meters will find another channel
to use. She also states that the smart
meters’ very short signal duration
further decreases interference with
other devices.
S u b s e q u e n t l y, R M I S
Communications Engineer Vince
Geisler wrote to Coules, asking for
clarification of these statements, “as
they don’t appear to line up with
basic physics.” He asked what testing
was done to verify there would be no
interference, as well as a few other
technical questions. Coules referred
his questions to Vern Kwiatkowski,
IT Manager for the smart metering
program. No response was received.
Lavan reports that RMIS then
decided to run its own tests on a smart
meter, and found that there would
indeed be interference. Representatives
from the internet society arranged
to meet with Kwiatkowski at a BC
Broadband Conference in Richmond
in May, and were assured once again
there would be no problem.
At a meeting of community
wireless internet service providers
hosted by Columbia Basin Broadband
Corporation in Creston in June,
informal discussions prompted Lavan
to travel to Victoria to meet with
Network BC and ask for assistance. As
a result, Network BC has been working
with BC Hydro to resolve the issue.
This past Monday, July 9, Mary
Anne Coules of BC Hydro provided
the Valley Voice with this statement:
“We have contacted the Red Mountain
Internet Society last week when we
first heard of this issue and confirmed
that their internet service operates

in the 900 MHz frequency band, the
same band used by BC Hydro’s smart
metering system.
“BC Hydro’s smart metering
system is fully compliant with Industry
Canada regulations for operating in 900
MHz. This frequency band is designed
for low-power license-exempt radio

communication on a shared basis, and
Industry Canada specifies technical
standards to maximize spectrum use
while ensuring devices may operate
in harmony with one another.
“We are working with Red
Mountain Internet Society to explore
options for coexistence between our

two systems.
“Like smart meters, collectors use
low power, infrequent, short signals.
Collectors, which receive data from
smart meters and send it to BC Hydro,
are mounted on existing utility poles
18 to 24 feet off the ground and are
inactive 99 percent of the time.”

Chloe Sylvain cuts the cake at Silverton’s Canada Day Celebrations. More photos on page10.

Visitor Information – Pages 12 & 13

2

NEWS

The Valley Voice July 11, 2012

Flood damage repairs to Slocan Valley West Road completed
an hour of the first signs of the road
flooding, the water came right over
and we had to close the road,” said
Ihlen. “It happened so fast. We had
to issue an evacuation order, but there
was no safe way to evacuate, so we
asked people to stay in their homes
until the next day, when we could get
them out. The houses were never in
jeopardy, just the road.”
On June 26, the road was
opened and the evacuation order
was downgraded to an evacuation
alert – still in place as of Friday, July
6. This means that people must be
ready to leave their homes at any time
if necessary. “People should have a
plan and be prepared,” advised Ihlen.
Ihlen said that people who are
evacuated are required to register at
an Emergency Social Services Centre.
In this case, the centre was set up
in Slocan Park Hall, and volunteers
Denise deMontigny and Nina Verigin
did the registrations. Evacuees are
given vouchers for lodging, food and
incidentals on a three-day renewable
basis. Ihlen said that even under an
evacuation alert, people are offered
the same courtesy if they don’t feel
comfortable in their homes.
The good news part of this story is
that the road repairs will result in longterm improvements. “We’ve been
asking for 20 years for something to
be done about this road, but there has
never been any money. Now, with the
emergency budget, we are getting an
excellent job done. These guys are
going above and beyond,” said Ihlen.

An estimated 220 loads of rock
were trucked in for the repairs from
the Crescent Valley gravel pit – the
rock originally came from the Nelson
passing lane project. The road was
then graded on Sunday, July 1 and on
Monday, July 2, gravel was brought in
and the road bed was raised by six to
eight inches in the worst spots.
Ihlen re-iterated his warning to

recreationists on the river. “An event
like this changes the river, changes
its course. It’s not the same river it
was a few weeks ago. People have
to be aware of that when floating this
season. Stay away from wood. Wood
is a safety hazard. What you see on the
surface is not all of it – most of it is
under water. It’s like a colander. Water
goes through, but you won’t – you can

PHOTO CREDIT: Bill Hillary

by Jan McMurray
As of Friday, July 6, the
evacuation alert remained in effect on
Slocan Valley West Road in Passmore
and for two properties on Picard Road
in Winlaw.
Both areas experienced flooding
around June 24, when Slocan River
reached a near 25-year high level.
Heavy rainfall in June and this year’s
above normal snowpack created the
perfect flooding conditions.
Gord Ihlen, Passmore Fire Chief,
took this intrepid Valley Voice reporter
on a tour of Slocan Valley West
Road on June 29. “Most of this event
came from the Little Slocan basin,”
he said. “Lots of debris came down
from the Little Slocan River and
into Slocan River. Everything from
where the Little Slocan River enters
the Slocan and on down has changed.
People have to realize when tubing or
boating on the river this summer that
the watercourse has changed – every
log jam has changed. Places they
were able to get to before cannot be
accessed.”
Ihlen said Slocan River breached
Slocan Valley West Road in seven
places during this event, whereas in
past high water years, the river has
breached the road in one place only.
“The worst spot, where it traditionally
floods, is the lowest spot on the
Slocan River where there is a public
right of way,” he said.
An evacuation order was issued
for Slocan Valley West Road residents
on Saturday, June 23. “Within half

Slocan Valley West Road on Sunday, June 24.

get stuck under it.”
Residents are reminded to remain
alert and vigilant in and around creeks
and streams and their banks during
the freshet season. At the first sign of
flooding (water courses begin to run
dirty; excessive debris or sediment
flow; breaches, piping or overtopping
of water courses), call 1-800-6633456.
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Society forms to purchase St. Leon Hot Springs
by Jan McMurray
The BC Hot Springs Preservation
Society is fundraising to purchase
the St. Leon Hot Springs property
north of Nakusp.
The society’s vision is to manage
the property in a way that preserves
its natural beauty and provides
universal public access to the site.
Bill Small and Heather Bryant of
Vancouver, the couple who has taken
the lead on the project, set up a table
at Nakusp’s July 1st celebrations
to answer people’s questions and
accept donations.
Bryant explained that the 390acre parcel is privately owned and is
for sale. She said a developer from
Korea is interested in purchasing the
land to create a multi-million dollar
resort with a hotel, condo complex,
and golf course. About $300,000
worth of feasibility studies was done
for the project, but the economic
crash of 2008 temporarily put a
damper on the plans.
“We want to save the hot springs
from commercial development,”
she said.
The society’s plan is to create
a park-like setting on the property,

with trails for hiking, biking and
horseback riding, and a lakeside
campground. Other ideas for the
land include a healing retreat, an
eco-friendly community, and a
sustainable living education centre.
Although news of the plan is
just getting out into the public now,
it has garnered quite a bit of support

by Jan McMurray
The many people in our area who
were shocked to hear that they will no
longer receive CBC TV after July 31
will be happy to know that Shaw is
offering a solution.
As of July 31, CBC is
discontinuing free over-the-air TV
service in rural areas. This does not
affect people who have a cable or
satellite service. However, people
who watch TV with ‘bunny ears’ or
a rooftop antenna will lose CBC TV
on July 31.
These people are eligible to
apply for a free satellite dish and a
basic package of eight TV channels,
including CBC, under Shaw’s
‘Local Television Satellite Solution’
program.
Gary Pizante, spokesperson for
Shaw Direct, said people can call

1-888-782-7602 to confirm their
eligibility for the program and to
receive the simple application form
by email or mail. The deadline to
apply for the program is the end of
November.
Pizante said installation of the
dish is also provided at no charge.
He assured us that Shaw has installers
in most rural areas. However, in the
very few cases where there are no
installers, Shaw will send a selfinstall kit.
The eight channels provided are:
CBC Vancouver, CBC Yellowknife,
CBC French language, CTV
Vancouver, City TV Vancouver,
CTV2 Vancouver Island, Global TV
BC, and CHEK Victoria.
Pizante explained that when Shaw
purchased the Canwest assets, CRTC
required that a certain percentage of

by Jan McMurray
The Department of Fisheries and
Oceans (DFO) office in Nelson is
being closed.
Silverton Councillor Leah Main
reported this at Silverton council’s
July 3 Committee of the Whole
meeting. “They’ve been told to
cease and desist from any activities.
This is going to affect the Slocan
Lake Management Planning process
because the Nelson DFO staff has
been highly involved.” Main said she
would follow up at the RDCK level.
Main learned that the DFO is
closing all habitat office locations
in the Pacific region with the
exception of Whitehorse, Prince
Rupert, Kamloops, Vancouver and
Nanaimo, via an email she received
that included a backgrounder written
by Otto Langer, biologist. Langer
was instrumental in organizing the
petition signed by many scientists
protesting the recent closure of
the Nelson Fish & Wildlife
Compensation Program office.

The backgrounder by Langer
states that 132 habitat staff across
Canada will be laid off in the next
few months. In Pacific region, there
will be a 33 percent cut in staff, from
the current 92 to 60 people. Also, the
DFO Habitat Management Program
is now to be called the Fisheries
Protection Program.
“This puts DFO back where
it was in the early 1980s, i.e. five
offices in BC and even less staff
than they had in 1983, with many
giant projects such as Enbridge, gas
lines, gas liquification plants, New
Prosperity Gold Mine, Site C Dam on
the Peace River, Panamax tankers of
jet fuel up the Fraser River, Roberts
Bank Port expansion, etc. now being
proposed and pushed along. Never
in the past 50-year history of habitat
protection have we seen such great
cuts in staff the face of upcoming
massive industrial development that
can and will harm habitat and our
fisheries of the future,” states the
Langer backgrounder.

from local people. Bryant and Small
are very pleased with the level of
interest shown so far, and would
like to hear from anyone in the area
who would like to get involved.
“We are looking for people to sit
on the board of directors and on
advisory committees,” said Bryant.
“We hope the local community will

The BC Hot Springs Preservation Society is fundraising to purchase the St. Leon Hot Springs
property north of Nakusp.

Shaw offers solution to loss of free CBC TV

Nelson DFO office to shut down

that transaction go to public benefits.
“This is one of those benefits,”
he said. “We have put aside $15
million to provide ongoing free TV
access to people in areas where the
conversion from analogue to digital
results in a loss of service to Canadian
households.”
He explained that most of this
conversion happened last August,
but because CBC has now decided to
discontinue its analogue transmitters
in rural areas, there are more people
affected. “We’re there to fill the gap,”
he said.
Although at this point the program
is scheduled to end when the $15
million fund runs out, Pizante says
the program may well be extended.
“We are focused on servicing
rural markets – that is our main area
of interest, so we’re happy to provide
this program,” said Pizante.
To apply for the program, call
1-888-782-7602. More information
can be found at shawdirect.ca/dtv.

come together and help make this
happen.”
The couple has been working
with a local lawyer to set up the BC
Hot Springs Preservation Society,
which is the umbrella organization,
and the St. Leon Hot Springs
Society, which will be mandated to
manage the St. Leon site. The local
lawyer has also written up the Offer
to Purchase document. “In the legal
documents, the lawyer is working
in layers of protection to ensure that
we will hold that land in the way it
is intended,” assured Small.
The couple has very recently
presented the owner of the parcel
with the Offer to Purchase, which
is based on an informal agreement
they have already negotiated with
the owner.
“ We h a v e a h a n d s h a k e
agreement with the owner, but now
that he has it in the form of a legal
document, we will wait and see what
happens,” said Bryant.
The couple spent time looking

3
at various hot springs properties in
the area that are on the market before
deciding to pursue the purchase of
St. Leon. “We feel this is the right
site to start with. Basically, St Leon
is the easiest place to start, but we
are open to others that become
possibilities.”
Bryant and Small have worked
out an attractive deal with the owner
on an informal basis, and have a
three-phase fundraising plan.
Details can be found at www.
savethehotsprings.org. To contact
them, email savethehotsprings@
gmail.com. They also have
a Facebook page: St. Leon Hot
Springs Society.

ULRIKE ZOBEL, LAWYER
PRACTISE RESTRICTED TO:
CRIMINAL & FAMILY LAW

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
208 Broadway St., Nakusp, BC

250-265-4372 • 1-877-265-4372

www.ulrikezobel.com
Serving the Arrow and Slocan Lakes

Home on 7.13 Acres with Business Opportunity

Home offers 3 bedrooms, 1 ½ baths, lots of upgrades, an infra red sauna, laminate
& ceramic tile floors & new metal roof. Outbuildings include a barn, gazebo, 24x46
machine shed, 24x28 shop & 16x10 outbuilding. The property is maintained like a
park and fronts on the Inonoaklin river, a private paradise. $330,000 MLS 10048834

To be sold with above home & property is the Edgewood Garbage Club.
A mobile curbside garbage truck is the only garbage
pick-up business in the area. Includes a contract with the
highways dept, also weekly pick-up at the Parks, Ferry,
Golf club, Watshan Retreat and household pick-ups.
Room to grow this business. $30,000 MLS 10048826

210 Granby Drive         

$175,000

Immaculate home, in great condition. Still owned by the original owners this home
has been lovingly cared for. Offers over ½ acre of mostly level land, 3 bedrooms, 1 ½
baths, a super shop & garage plus a carport. Newer electric furnace, hw tank, central
air, roof & a new 200 amp service. Located only minutes from the store, credit union,
post office and the lake. MLS 10029761

peacock
collective

organic housekeeping
Services for your Home, Yard,
Garden & Trades Workers

Expanding to include Art Projects & Creative Collaboration
Plus fruit harvesting, de-cluttering & organizing spaces
Helping you create new flow & harmony
For an evolving list of services, please visit
www. peacockcollective .ca

fully equipped, licensed & insured

Ô•••••Í
peacock collective’s own kick
ass eco-cleaner is now available!
Ô•••••Í
Interested in trading your Goods & Services for mine?
Business Barter Exchange
“All the $ paid in an
exchange are spent in your
Business”
*receipts issued for all transactions*

Proudly Supporting Local Businesses

Alexandra Krajewski

250.265.8479

serving Nakusp, New Denver & Area

Lot B N. Needles Road  	 $450,000

2.56 Acres gently sloping to the lake, located approx. 3 KM from the highway. Approx
500’ of waterfront with sandy beach, a beautiful cedar forest for shade & privacy.
Minutes to the Ferry,
Fauquier Golf course &
General store. This would
make a super group
purchase. MLS 10041277

Lot 2 Lower Inonoaklin Road    $399,900

8.105 Acres with a gentle slope to Arrow Lake, over 800’ of lake frontage with sweeping
views of the lake & mountains. Power & telephone at lot line. This would be a great family
purchase if you are looking for lake shore this one is priced right. MLS 10037821
Call Darline Scott at RE/MAX Lumby to view all of the above.

1-888-547-9266

Darline Scott RE/MAX LUMBY • Lumby, BC
250-547-9266
www.remax-lumby-bc.ca
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Keep powerboats
off Slocan River

Last Sunday afternoon (Canada
Day), around 2 pm, I was dismayed
to see a powerboat making it’s way
upriver north of Perry’s Bridge. I have
no idea what it was doing, or why it was
on the river, but I know this – last week
I saw your article about the Slocan
Lake Stewardship Society’s studies
confirming once again we have one of
the cleanest lakes in the world.
It’s still pristine. But it’s
not going to stay that way. Not unless
we do something about it.
Powerboats and Jet Skis tearing
around on the lake; some folks
are OK with that; some aren’t.
But powerboats on the river? When
is enough enough?
There’s a way we can stop
this, and it’s called planning.
Some folks (OK, a lot) don’t like
planning. Messes with their freedom.
Guess what? Without planning you
get a @*&$ show.
That’s what’s coming.
Seeing that boat making its way
upriver last week, I’d say it’s already
here...
Warren Macdonald
Winlaw

Nakusp provides
housing for new
doctor

Your June 27 edition included, in
the ‘Nakusp council, July 11’ article,
the statement: “The committee and the
foundation purchased a home in town for
the resident physician and is providing
furnishings.”
We have been asked about “the
committee,” “what foundation,” and
“why are we giving doctors free
housing?”
To clarify, recruiting physicians to
rural communities has become a real
problem. Demand far exceeds supply.
We are all aware of the effect of the loss
of emergency care services due to doctor
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shortages in towns such as Princeton.
In Nakusp, a number of local
organizations have been working for
several years to alleviate this problem.
This spring, the Arrow Lakes Hospital
Foundation and the Arrow Lakes
Hospital Auxiliary concluded that one
incentive to attract and retain a physician
was to provide an attractive housing
opportunity. Consequently, we shared,
equally, the cost of acquiring, renovating
and partially furnishing a property and
making it available to Doctor Subzwari
for the term of his employment in
Nakusp.
An adjoining suite is slated to be
used by visiting locums.
We are confident that our investment
will significantly enhance health care
for our area.
Mike George, Chair
Arrow Lakes Hospital
Foundation

Where’s the
science?

Are we losing our scientific basis?
A letter in your last paper claims that
the emissions from a smart meter are
similar to that from a radio, a television
or other common household appliances.
Why not bring in the broom, dustpan,
doorknob, or any other item that does not
emit radiofrequency radiation. Except
for some of the more recently developed
gadgets, like the cordless phone and
router and the even more recently
developed appliances that are designed
to communicate wirelessly with the
smart meter, nothing in a home emitted
radiofrequency radiation, certainly not
the radio and the tv.
I realize some people wish to make
a comparison between radiofrequency
radiation and the magnetic fields coming
off house wiring. Before you get into
that, you had better first explain why
Health Canada, or any other health and
safety standard, has emission guidelines
and safety limits that are entirely different
for these two forms of radiation.
Norbert Duerichen
New Denver

EDITORIAL / LETTERS POLICY

The Valley Voice welcomes letters to the editor and community news
articles from our readers.
Letters and articles should be no longer than 500 words and may be
edited. We reserve the right to reject any submitted material.
Please mark your letter “LETTER TO THE EDITOR.” Include your
address and daytime phone number for verification purposes.
We will not knowingly publish any letter that is defamatory or libelous.
We will not publish anonymous letters or letters signed with pseudonyms,
except in extraordinary circumstances.
Opinions expressed in published letters are those of the author and not
necessarily those of the Valley Voice.
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Join us for our fabulous weekend brunch!
See the ad on page 6 for more details

430 Front Street, Kaslo, BC
250-353-7714

The Ingrid Rice cartoon is a satirical look at current events in politics and is sponsored by the Kaslo Hotel. The Hotel does not necessarily share the political views of the artist.

Lay fails to act

At a very recent meeting of the
Regional District of Central Kootenay,
Director Andy Shadrack, Area “D”
representative, put forth a reasonable
motion that the RDCK (and I paraphrase
here) undertake to get the Premier ‘onside’ in advance of any catastrophic
occurrences involving water, flooding,
spring run-offs, major rises in lake levels
and so on; in other words, to “intervene”
if she were required to do so.
The motion was passed by a
majority vote of directors, with Kaslo
director (Mayor) Greg Lay and Nelson
director (Mayor) John Dooley opposed.
Mayor Lay didn’t offer any reason to
oppose the motion, but he did request
that he be recorded as opposing the
motion.
Interestingly but sadly, it would
appear the Village of Kaslo finds itself
with egg on its municipal face.
The recently failure of the Kemp
Creek intake has had some immediate
negative implications; severe water
restrictions are now in effect, while the
village scrambles to determine its next
course of action.
Will the village seek emergency
provincial funding to repair the damage?
Mayor Lay has once again made
a political misstep. Will the Premier
be listening when the village – palms
outstretched – goes to the province
looking for help?

Not bloody likely, but good luck
with the (political) exercise.
Jim Yount
Kaslo

Let the truth be told

said Joy Kogawa on June 16th
in the Slocan Legion Hall. And
indeed, the erection of the Lemon
Creek and Popoff - site displays
along the Slocan Valley rail trail,
the Open House and the 70th
anniversary dinner brought out
truth about the history of the
Japanese Canadian’s internment
into the present. It was impressive
and emotional to hear about
the personal experiences these
Internees, children and adults went through
in the internment camps 70 years ago.
They all agreed that the internment
was primarily based on prejudice
and discrimination against
another race and culture, a money
grab and procurement of cheap
labour by the governments of
the time, particularly BC’s. During
and especially after WW II they
intended to drive Canadians
of Japanese origin forever out of the
country pretending even children to be
enemies of Canada.
Hearing all this, similarities
in the history of the Sinixt people
sprung into our minds. The greed
of white people for land and its
treasures combined with diseases

they brought decimated the
Sinixt and drove lots of them
to the southern parts of their
territory. The political agreement
declaring the 49th parallel
border between the USA and
Canada cut their tribal land apart.
Conveniently the government
of this country quickly declared
the Sinixt north of the border
forever extinct and therefore no longer
people of Native status. Sinixt elder
Bob Campbell, commenting on their
court appeal said about a year ago: “I
have no great expectations, but I have
great hopes.”
On the 70th Anniversary
dinner all internees present, most
now in their eighties and nineties
expressed their hope for a future
where war and greed and racial
hatred w ould be eliminated.
Joy Kogawa brought it to the
point – “Let the truth be told,”
she said. “Go to the place of your
greatest terror, tell your story and you
are free.”
Besides telling and keeping
the stories alive, constant
watchfulness and always questioning
political decisions are needed
to bring about a society where
prejudice and injustices no longer
exist.
Elisabeth von Ah and Henry Hutter
Lemon Creek and Appledale

Box 70, New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
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In reply to Gary
Murphy of BC
Hydro, Valley
Voice June 27, 2012

expressed regarding these wireless
meters; the majority of residents have
objections to the wireless meters.
We are concerned about the wireless
aspect of the new meters, particularly
the accumulated effects of exposure to
wireless meter frequencies when added
Mr. Murphy states that smart meters to the already existing electromagnetic
are safe and use radio frequency signals radiation (i.e. wireless internet, cell
similar to televisions, radios, and other phones), which may contribute to the
household devices. There is a difference deterioration of health, manifesting
between transmiting and receiving as cancer, electrohypersensitivity etc.
a signal. A power charge is used to We are not convinced that the present
transmit a signal creating radiation. TVs Health Canada standards for EMR/
and radios detect the signals and do not EMFs under Safety Code 6 are based
produce them like smart meters and cell on up-to-date research. The World
phones.
Health Organization classifies EMRs
One wonders how much BC Hydro as Class 2B, a possible carcinogen
knows about smart meters. In his in the same category as DDT, lead
letter he said the meters transmit for and chloroform. In order to exercise
less than two seconds per day. Other caution, we understand that some
times he has said one minute per day countries, such as Italy, have installed
with transmissions of a couple of milli wired smart meters instead of wireless
seconds long. BC Hydro has varying meters.
numbers printed which vary from those
We object to the Provincial
of the manufacturer Itron.
Government allowing BC Hydro to
He says the smart meter’s signals are bypass the normal scrutiny of the
safe. There are no standards regulating independent BC Utilities Commission
the smart meters. The existing regulations and the consequent lack of citizen
are based on the amount of radiation input and discussion into an expensive
required to raise the temperature of 1 kg and controversial switch to wireless
of flesh, 1 degree C, in 6 minutes. The meters. We understand that the
smart meters operate with very short installation of wireless smart meters
bursts of high energy. As they do not carries a one billion dollar price tag
produce any heat during the 6 minute for BC Hydro, a Crown corporation
time frame they escape the scrutiny of supposedly mandated to benefit BC
regulations based on heat effects.
citizens. We also understand that the
Smart meters have been known substantial public relations budget has
to explode or cause electrical fires. been recently increased in response to
Emfsafetynetwork.org documents many the many objections to wireless smart
cases of smart meter fires and explosions. meters.
In Australia all fire fighters must report
Since computer hacking is now
fires where smart meters are present commonplace, we are concerned about
and are advised not to allow power the security and privacy of a wireless
companies to take the meters from the system that is vulnerable to hacking,
scene. BC Hydro smart meters are not with various negative consequences.
CSA or UL approved. That means you
There is also the consideration that
are not covered by insurance if they the band frequency used by BC Hydro
cause a fire. In the future electrical fires smart meters may interfere with our
should be more closely investigated.
existing wireless internet access.
As of March 2011 BC Hydro had
The precautionary principle states
$11.7 billion in debt and plans to spend that there is a social responsibility to
$14 billion over the next few years.   protect the public from exposure to
Currently they produce $2 billion in harm when scientific investigation has
electricity per year. From this they found, as in the case of EMR/EMFs, a
must pay expenses. BC Hydro says it is plausible risk. We are not convinced
making money. The BC auditor general that enough is known about the impacts
says they are losing money.
of wireless smart meters to categorically
Soon the true purpose of the smart declare them safe, and therefore request
meters will be revealed. The whole that the precautionary principle be
process should have had the oversight of applied here.
the BC Utilities Commission to protect
Considering the previously
the interests of the consumer.
mentioned concerns, the Red Mountain
Ed Zak Residents Association demands that the
Nakusp residents on Red Mountain be offered
an opt out possibility regarding wireless
smart meter installation. We join the
villages of Silverton, New Denver and
the Regional District of Area H, along
with 53 BC municipalities (including
Red Mountain is a rural area of Vancouver and Victoria), who have
nearly 50 households south of Silverton also passed motions requesting an
in the Slocan Lake area of the West opt out clause or a moratorium on the
Kootenay. BC Hydro has sent letters to installation of wireless smart meters.
residents on Red Mountain that wireless
Richard Burton, President
‘smart meters’ will soon be installed to
Red Mountain Residents
replace the present electrical meters.
Association
At a recent meeting of the Red
Sam Tichenor, Vice President
Mountain Residents Association
Red Mountain Residents
(RMRA) many concerns were
Association

Red Mountain
Residents protest
wireless smart meters

OPINION/ANALYSIS

Ferry decision
not based on due
diligence: BACA

British Columbia has an excellent
set of detailed guidelines that shepherd
planners of large projects through
different phases. There are seven steps
to these guidelines and they are outlined
in a Project Development Life Cycle
document. Step 4, Option Generation &
Assessment, contains a very important
step called Multiple Accounts Evaluation
(MAE). In common language this means
doing due diligence when assessing the
options available.
BACA (Beaton Arm Crossing
Association) followed these guidelines
when putting forward the case last year
that a fixed link is the best option at
Galena Bay. We have determined that
a fixed link there would cost no more
than building a new ferry and running
it for 25 years. BACA has done the
homework needed to examine in detail
what the MAE mandates. It is all part of
our business case document, available
on our website: www.arrowbaca.ca.
Copies were given to the Ministry of
Transportation (MoT) after a detailed
three-hour presentation last year. We
have explained our case to others – BC
Hydro, Village of Nakusp, CBT, federal
and provincial politicians.
It is truly unfortunate that the MoT
did not follow their own guidelines
when they went through the project
development of the new $26.5 million
ferry. The MoT estimated $10m to $15m
tops for the new ferry. Our estimate was
$29.8m in 2011 and it looks like we will
be quite accurate. At the time, the MoT
scoffed at our new ferry estimate, but
just like the rest of the BACA business
case, we felt it was accurate and realistic.
We recommended that the fixed link
option be chosen because it makes
more sense from all the five points in
the MAE: Financial, Customer Service,
Social/Community, Environmental and
Economic.
MoT is fond of saying that the
fixed link would cost hundreds of
millions. This is simply incorrect. The
government’s own report done by ND
Lea, Buckland, Taylor in 2004 estimates
$152m for the Storm Point bridge and
causeway crossing plus $33m for road
approaches. Since then, BACA has
proposed a shallower location for the
crossing and other options. But the
MoT loves to mislead. In a letter to us
last month the MoT stated: “With the
estimates in the hundreds of millions of
dollars the ministry determined that it
was not economically feasible to pursue
a fixed link.” The ND Lea, Buckland &
Taylor report totals $185m.
From the financial point of view
alone, the bottom line is that a fixed
link is the best option if you consider a
25-year period, adding the $26.5m new
ferry construction budget to the annual
operating costs of $5m for the first year
and escalating each year. The other
benefits of a fixed link are enormous.
This is not the first time that
decisions were made based on weak
information and a lack of due diligence.
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BACA will continue to work to a final
and successful conclusion that will see
a fixed link at Beaton Arm.
Earl Frerichs and Gene Nagy
Beaton Arm Crossing Association

Why the new
Galena Bay
ferry for the
Upper Arrow
Lake is passé

Recently it was announced in
the newspaper that a new ferry from
Galena Bay to Shelter Bay in the
West Kootenays will be replacing our
presently outdated Galena Bay ferry, by
the spring of 2014. The article states all
of the advantages that will be in place
once it is operational. While this sounds
very positive one has only to look at the
overall picture of the West Kootenays
to know that this will not sustain our
economy or insure future generations,
remain in the West Kootenays. Yes,
there will be employment here for two
years once the construction begins on the
new ferry and the Village of Nakusp will
reap the benefits with the businesses, but
after that, then what? Mayor Hamling
commented and we quote, “We’ve
stabilized now, but we’ve lost a lot of
young families who would love to come
back.” However, there are families who
have remained in Nakusp, while out of
necessity their spouses have had to find
employment outside the community.
While one doesn’t want to be a nay sayer
the reality is that if we are to maintain
the amenities we have come to expect
we will have to have more economic
development here, otherwise those
amenities could soon become a thing
of the past.
Last year an organization was
formed, called the “Beaton Arm Crossing
Association” which is located in Nakusp.
This organization was formed for a
multitude of reasons, the main reason
being an alternative to another ferry on
the Arrow Lakes. The plan proposed to
the government was for a fixed point
crossing across the mouth of Beaton
Arm and again across the narrows of the
Columbia River at Sidmouth, thereby
replacing the outdated Galena Bay
ferry. They tried to make this a reality
by working very diligently with different
government officials, putting forth the
information and reasoning behind the
plan. A number of studies have been
completed over the years and proposed
to government officials; unfortunately,
once again it fell on deaf ears. In certain
cases a ferry would be the only solution,
but in this case there was an alternative.
This brings to mind the Deas Island
Tunnel which opened on May 23, 1959,
replacing an outdated ferry system. Later
they renamed the tunnel after George
Massey, in memory of the man who
worked so very hard from 1947 until
the finalization in 1959 when it was
completed. While under construction
Mr. Massey suggested that the four lanes
under the tunnel were inadequate; due to
the cost the government thought it wasn’t
necessary. We now know Mr. Massey

was indeed a man of vision; congestion
today is horrific when travelling through
the tunnel.
If we are to see any economic or
social benefits we must bring the West
Kootenays into the twenty-first century.
If you would like to have a voice in this
worthwhile cause, then the “Beaton
Arm Crossing Association” is for you;
they welcome new members for a very
nominal fee. Let’s be a part of positive
change by making this a reality, not
wishful thinking; let’s get behind the
BACA for the betterment of all. Another
ferry for the West Kootenays is definitely
not the answer but a fixed point crossing
is!
Harry & Lauretta Ellens
Nakusp

Re: Climate Change

I wish to thank Andy Shadrack for
his letter, which makes complete sense.
I too experienced the smog of London,
and so did my parents. My father was
on the Conservative council of a north
London borough at the time, and one of
his jobs was to deal with the smog. They
had a major campaign of switching from
coal heat to smokeless fuels, and to clean
up factory emissions. I also remember
one weekend when he took me to the
garbage depot, where they unloaded
the garbage trucks. The garbage was
separated out, the metals going one
way for recycling, the glass and paper
in other directions for recycling, and
organic matter went to steamers where
it was cooked into pig food. On another
weekend he took me to the newlyopened sewage works. Sewage went
in one end and potable water came out
the other, and the manager said he was
willing to drink it. The digesters created
methane gas, which was used to power
the machinery, and the residue from the
digesters went for fertilizer. This was
about 1950, and none of the people
involved with the early clean-up of
London received the Nobel Prize or
made millions of dollars. They did it
because it needed to be done.
I began studying civil engineering
at Leeds University in 1960, and the
pollution was a lot worse than London.
The city hall, which was supposed to
be white limestone, was black, and in
a BBC program they described Leeds
as the only city in the world where you
were woken up in the morning by the
birds coughing.
In 2011 the UK’s Environmental
Agency published a report that listed
many of the most improved rivers. In
the 1960s the River Wandle that goes
through southwest London was declared
a sewer, but is now one of the best urban
fisheries in the country. In the north the
rivers Wear and Tyne are now the top
two rivers in England to catch salmon,
and surveys show that more fish are
present in the Wear than ever before.
The River Taff in South Wales once ran
black with coal dust but is now a leading
site for fishing competitions.
I believe that everybody should
work together to create a clean
environment.
Roger Pratt
Nelson
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New dam for Kaslo’s water system is in the design stage
by Jan McMurray
Kaslo’s Public Works crew has
been working hard to maintain a water
supply for residents ever since a debris
torrent took out the Village’s Kemp
Creek dam on June 24. The dam was
concrete and built in the early 1930s.
“We owe a debt of gratitude to the
crew. They’ve really gone the distance
over a couple of weeks now – it’s a real
credit to organization,” said Mayor
Greg Lay at a Development Services
Committee meeting of July 5. “At no
time has there been any risk that we
would run out of water. The challenge
has been treating the water to meet
drinking standards.” A boil water
advisory was put in place as citizens
with compromised immune systems
could be at risk.
As of Friday, July 6, level two
water restrictions are in place, allowing
outdoor watering by hand only. The
golf course was asked to use sprinklers

on the tees and greens only.
At the July 5 Development
Services Committee meeting, Mayor
Lay explained that Urban Systems
has been hired to design a new dam on
Kemp Creek for the Village. The Urban
Systems team, including one of the top
forest hydrologists in the province, was
scheduled to visit the site the next day
(Friday, July 6).
Council was very pleased with
the hydrologist’s level of expertise
and experience in similar watersheds.
“He can assess the risk of future debris
torrents and can determine what type
of structure is needed and how it
should be oriented in the stream bed,”
said Lay.
When asked about the cost, Lay
said the Village is investigating various
sources of funding. “It’s too soon to
say how much it will cost or how it
will be funded. We’ll know in three to
four weeks. But it definitely will not

bankrupt the Village,” he said.
Councillor Holland mentioned at
the June 26 council meeting that they
had declared a state of local emergency
when the event occurred, so the Village
would be eligible for some provincial
disaster relief funding.
Mayor Lay explained that the
Village contacted TRUE Consulting
immediately after the event, and they
came to view the site on Monday,
June 25 and wrote up a response
report. The report listed five longterm options for the Village water
system: reconstruction of an intake
on Kemp Creek; development of the
groundwater springs; improvements to
the Kaslo River system; well drilling;
and a Kootenay Lake intake. Council
decided to pursue the reconstruction
of an intake on Kemp Creek, and
asked both TRUE and Urban Systems
to submit a proposal within 48 hours.
Council engaged Urban Systems,
based mainly on the level of expertise
of the team’s hydrologist.
Before the dam was wiped out, it
was a very important part of Kaslo’s
water system. It diverted water from
Kemp Creek into a cast iron water
pipe, which then carried the water to
the reservoir. This was where most of
Kaslo’s water came from, although
water from some shallow groundwater
springs in the Kemp Creek area is also
collected and directed into the water
pipe to the reservoir. The cast iron pipe
was buried underneath the access road
to the dam. Most of the access road was
also washed out by the debris torrent

Real Estate in Kaslo and
North Kootenay Lake
www.century21kaslo.com
kul@century21kaslo.com
250-505-4722
Century21 Mountainview Realty Ltd.
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and several sections of the water pipe
were exposed.
The Village was alerted to the
problem on Sunday, June 24 by the
Settles, who were doing logging work
nearby for the community forest. The
Settles lent a hand with repairing the
road to the dam. The first thing the
Village crew did was to make sure the
reservoir was functioning properly and
taking in water from the springs. They
then activated the Kaslo River intake,
which is the Village’s secondary water
source. However, the high turbidity in
Kaslo River resulted in silt and debris
compromising the system.
By Sunday evening, the crew
had a plan for a temporary fix on
Kemp Creek, which they put into
place on Monday – they placed a
temporary intake pipe in Kemp Creek,
downstream from the dam site, and

connected it to the main water line.
This was successful, so the Kaslo River
intake was shut off, and Kemp Creek
has been Kaslo’s primary water source
again ever since.
At the July 5 Development
Services Committee meeting, Foreman
Glen Walker told council that the crew
is struggling to keep water flowing
into the temporary intake because
water levels in Kemp Creek are
fluctuating. He said that as the creek
flows decrease, the crew is creating
temporary dams with sandbags. He
also said that by August, there is
typically no water in the lower sections
of the creek where the temporary
intake is located, so the intake will
have to be moved upstream in the
next while. He was looking forward to
discussing this with the Urban Systems
team the next day.

by Jan McMurray
• The proposed new fire hall will be
discussed at a July 16 meeting between
Village and RDCK representatives at
the RDCK office in Nelson. Agenda
items for the meeting will include
the cost of construction, project
management and public relations
regarding the fire service referendum.
• The Kaslo fire department has
applied for a $23,000 grant under Farm
Credit Canada’s AgriSpirit program
to upgrade the exhaust system at the
existing fire hall. Fire Chief Larry
Badry explains in an email that the
intent would be to purchase equipment
that could be transferred to the new
fire hall.
• The funding application for the
City Hall project was rejected once
again by the Parks Canada Heritage
Conservation Branch under the
National Historic Sites Cost-Sharing
Program. The letter from Parks Canada
states that this was a highly competitive
process, with 36 applicants requesting
over $2.5 million in funding.
• CAO Rae Sawyer was recognized
by the Local Government Management
Association of BC. Mayor Lay read
out a letter from the association,
announcing that CAO Sawyer would
be receiving a long service award.
Sawyer has been Kaslo’s CAO since
1985, and has worked in the Village of
Kaslo office since 1975.
• A report on Kaslo’s water data
from the CBT Water Smart program
was received. The data suggests high
water loss in the distribution system.
This water loss problem has also been
discovered by Public Works staff
while doing night flow analyses. Staff
is working on identifying where the
problems are in the system. At the July

3 Development Services Committee
meeting, Public Works Foreman Glen
Walker reported that they have found
four leaking curb stops, and called this
“a disturbing trend.” He said they were
all installed in 1980 and 1981 and “I
hope it’s not every one in town.”
• The Kaslo Golf Club restaurant
is considering having live music one
night during the Jazz Festival weekend,
and applied for a variance to the noise
abatement bylaw from 10 pm to 11:30
pm for the one evening. Council
approved the application.
• Bill Wells, Stan Baker and
Anne Malik were invited to accept
appointments to the Liquid Waste
Management Plan Advisory Committee
as public members.
• Council will meet with
HealthLink BC representatives in
Kaslo on July 30. HealthLink BC
provides free 24/7 access to nonemergency health information and
advice via telephone (8-1-1 or 7-1-1 for
the hearing impaired), a website (www.
HealthLinkBC.ca), a wireless app, and
a collection of print resources.

Kaslo council, June 26: Council to
meet with RDCK reps on fire service

Come see all our new and unique
gifts: Crystals, clothes, sun hats,
sparkling jewellery, and much more.
Open 7 days a week. Browsers always
welcome.

Front St, Kaslo • 250-353-2566
Toll-free 1-866-706-2566

Duncan Dam
Spillway
Gates project
complete

submitted by BC Hydro
The Duncan Dam Spillway Gates
Reliability Upgrade Project is now
complete and all gates are operational.
The upgrades to this facility
included a combination of replacement,
refurbishment, and the addition of new
equipment at the spillway and low
level outlet gates. These upgrades will
enhance BC Hydro’s ability to safely
manage flood waters at Duncan Dam and
will help to accurately and consistently
maintain the flow requirements of the
Duncan Dam Water Use Plan.
Spillway gates in BC Hydro
dams act as movable water barriers,
impounding and controlling the amount
of water that can be discharged from the
reservoir. Spillway gates are an integral
safety feature for any dam. They are
required to ensure water is discharged
safely, protecting the dam and the
downstream communities.

SLOCAN VALLEY
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School bus changes coming to Slocan Valley in September
by Jan McMurray
Slocan Valley school bus riders
can expect out-of-catchment bus
fees and some changes to bus routes
starting in September. About 90
parents came out to a meeting at Mt.
Sentinel School on June 26 to hear
more about it.
Unfortunately, they were not given
the revised routes, as the school district
is still working on them. Parents were
asked to check www.sd8.bc.ca after
August 15.
“All revised routes will be posted
on our website, and if people still
have questions, they can phone us
and we’ll let them know. If there are
questions about in catchment or out
of catchment, just call us at 250-3544871,” said Larry Brown, Director of

Operations, in an interview after the
meeting.
Brown said one of the parents’
biggest concerns was whether there
would still be bus service between
the valley and Nelson. He assured that
there will be, although the routes will
be consolidated, resulting in a transfer
at Bonnington Park.
Brown said that the Slocan Valley
is one of the areas in the district where
out-of-catchment bus ridership is
quite high. When buses become full,
preference is given to in-catchment
students. However, he assured, “We
will maintain the same number of
seats on the run from the junction
into Nelson.”
Brown explained that the district
was making these changes because

of a drop in ridership. He said most
people won’t notice much change,
except out-of-catchment students, who
will be charged a fee.
Students who attend a school that
is not in their designated catchment
area – with a few exceptions – will pay
$200 per year in bus fees in 2012-13. If
there are three or more students from
the same family attending an out-ofcatchment school, that family will
pay $500 for the year. A ten percent
discount is offered if the entire year’s
fees are paid by October 15.
There is also an opportunity to ask
for the fees to be waived. According to
board policy, decisions on fee waivers
are made by the school principal, and
the school covers the fees.
Mt. Sentinel’s Parent Advisory

by Jan McMurray
Many fire safety issues at the
Silverton Gallery will be addressed
right away, after council received
a safety report for the building at
the July 3 Committee of the Whole
meeting.
Ken Butler, who is doing a
conservation feasibility study for the
gallery building, provided the safety
report at the request of council.
Butler said there are 26 infractions
listed on the most recent fire inspection
report, and indicated that most of
these had been on the annual fire
inspection reports for years. “Some of
them are minor and several are fairly
immediate,” he said. He stressed the
importance of dealing with them,
especially because the 95-year-old
building is “the most used building for
public functions in the whole area.”

Council agreed to act immediately
on many of the deficiencies. The
smoke detector in the kitchen, and
the lightbulbs on exit and emergency
fixtures will be replaced, and panic
hardware and door closures will be
installed. The fire escape stairs will
be repaired, as well. This will cost
approximately $2,000.
The fire alarm system, estimated
to cost around $13,000, will have
to wait – although there may be a
temporary solution. Butler said there
might be a way to set up automatic
dial-out to 9-1-1 with the older
devices in the building.
Councillor Main explained that
council had left all the responsibility
for the building to the Gallery Society,
and had only fairly recently realized
they had responsibilities as landlord.
She said council had been setting

aside money in the budget for the
upkeep of the building, “but it’s a
process and has been taking time.”
Butler said the responsibilities of
the two parties are fairly well defined
in the lease agreement between the
Village and the Gallery Society, but he
recommends procedural maintenance
plans and monthly checks. He said
he would be happy to meet with the
Public Works crew to help with this.
Mayor Provan also asked about
the septic smell in the basement.
Butler said he suspects the cast
drain pipes have deteriorated, and
said a camera could go through to
check. However, he said one of his
recommendations in the feasibility
study is to replace the piping. It was
confirmed that the line has been
augered and the tank has been pumped
out recently.

submitted
In 2003, our community was invited
to review and comment on plans to build
‘instream structures’ for fish habitat near
the Winlaw Rapids.
Studies had been done by the
proponent, Columbia Power, which

showed the Slocan River was the
most promising site to help fish in
compensation for impacts caused by the
Brilliant Dam Expansion Project. The
Slocan Valley community responded
by voting for fewer structures and the
inclusion of a riverside planting program

coordinated by people who live in the
valley.
Now in its eighth year, the Riparian
Restoration Program coordinated by the
Slocan River Streamkeepers works with
landowners who want to protect and
enhance their riverside land. Thanks to
the BC Agriculture Council, the program
has grown to include bank stabilization
through projects that involve skillful
placement of rock and logs.
Last year, the Streamkeepers
received funding from Columbia Basin
Trust to assess fish habitat on the entire
river. Through the use of air photos, a
map was created that delineates all the
habitat features and shows the best sites
for enhancement. The completed fish
habitat assessment study points to the
importance of water filled side channels
in keeping the river healthy.
A second study currently underway
uses maps from the fish habitat
assessment study, along with further
photo interpretation and field work,
to develop an ‘Inventory of Sensitive
Ecosystems’ along the entire Slocan
River riparian corridor. Areas are classed
as sensitive if they are rare, have high
biodiversity, species at risk or are
sensitive to human impacts. This work
will be finished in the fall and is likely the
most comprehensive look at the river to
date. This information will be available
to the public and the Streamkeepers will
provide updates as they proceed.
For more information about the
Streamkeepers, call 250-226-7339.

Council feels that the district should
absorb this cost. “Bus fees are out
of the school’s hands, so we feel that
any bus fees that are waived due to
hardship should be the responsibility
of the district, not the school,”
explained Susan Wilson, PAC chair.
The school district expects to save
over $80,000 annually by making
bus route changes in the Slocan
Valley, Nelson and Creston areas. The
changes will reduce the number of bus
routes in the district from 36 to 33.

Although the cost of operating the
buses has increased significantly, the
allocation for student transportation
from the ministry has remained
relatively unchanged for over 10 years.
In 2009, the board of education
adopted a number of recommendations
from the Student Transportation
Services Review. One of the
recommendations was to discontinue
out-of-catchment bus service.
More information can be found at
www.sd8.bc.ca.

Silverton Gallery fire safety issues to be addressed

Streamkeepers announce new studies on the Slocan River

New growth can be seen on these rocks and logs placed by the Slocan River Streamkeepers
in efforts to stabilize the riverbank.
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Slocan Lake Arena Society would like to
extend a huge thank you to all who supported
and participated in the Silent Auction
on July 1st in Silverton.
A special thank you to all the donors listed below:
Perfect Touch • Nuru Designs • Petro Canada • New Market
Foods • Apple Tree • Rutabaga’s • Slocan Lake Home Hardware
• Anita Hair Designs • Mountainberry Foods • Silverton Building
Supplies • The Cup & Saucer Café • Silverton Transport • Elly
Scheepens Artex Studios • New Denver Quilt Guild • Kootenay
Savings Credit Union • Rory’s on Main • June’s Trinkets &
Treasures • Slocan Lake Golf Course • Greighton Valley Apiaries
• Valhalla Pure Outfitters • Cheryl Hammond (Avon Rep) •
Raven’s Nest • The Healing Den • Lynn-A-Teck Enterprises •
Silverton Dental Clinic • Kathy Provan • Donation Store • Essay
Enterprises • Slocan Yard & House Care • Garden Graces •
Kootenay Spoons • Sanderella’s • Fat Frog • Inkyspider • Villa
Dome Quixote • Horsefeathers • Mats Growers • Dr. Larry Zaleski
• Valhalla Inn • Niekitah’s (Hair service) • Reitmeier Logging •
Christopher & Anastasia (Loving Spirit) • Silverton Historical
Society • Sappho’s Bakery • Glacier View Cabins • Mistaya
County Inn • Slocan Lake Dance Camp • Barbara DeRosa •
Nels Lindstein • Debbie Hicks • What In Store? (Janet Quesnel)
• Anita’s Pottery & Studio • Valerie Piercey Wilson • Madeline
McCarthy • Bigway (New Denver) • Dwayne & Tricia Sheloff
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New service helps people to understand their medications
by Marilyn Boxwell
A new Medication Review
Service is being offered through
People’s Pharmacy in Nakusp.
At the recently held Nakusp
and area Seniors’ Resource Fair,
Nakusp pharmacist Rob Smallwood
explained the details of the program
to an attentive audience.
The service is open to patients

who are on five medications taken
within the last six months and who
wish to increase their knowledge
and understanding of the medicine
they are taking and possible options
that might also be available to them.
“This is an exciting and
beneficial health related service
being offered, especially in the case
of those experiencing a complex

medication regimen,” Smallwood
told his audience. “Bring in all your
medicines and supplements, and
each will be reviewed privately
during a 20-30 minute assessment
[by appointment]. Each medication
will be explained as to what it is
intended to do.”
Smallwood urged those planning
to take advantage of the new service to

make out a list of all the medications,
vitamins and supplements being
used or consumed and any possible
problems or challenges they may be
encountering.
“Part of the problem-solving
process may include a pharmacist
getting in touch with one’s doctor to
assess whether certain medications
and/or other health products

may actually be needed,” said
Smallwood, dependent of course,
upon each patient’s individual
circumstances.
For further details or to make an
appointment for the free Medication
Review Service offered to qualified
persons, drop by People’s Pharmacy
on Broadway in Nakusp, or call
265- 2228.

A 43-year-old male of no fixed
addressed was arrested for indecent
exposure at the public beach in
Nakusp in the evening of Saturday,
July 7.
At approximately 6:30 pm
Saturday night, Nakusp RCMP
received multiple reports of an
adult male exposing himself at
the public beach. When police
arrived at the beach, the man was
lying naked on the floating dock.
Witnesses reported that he had
been naked for approximately
20 minutes, and had been doing
exercises, gyrating his hips while
facing the beach, as well as other
lewd acts. At the time, there were
several people, including children,
on the beach and in the area.
The man was lodged overnight
at the Nakusp RCMP detachment.
The next day, a bail hearing was
conducted via telephone with
a Justice of the Peace and the
male was subsequently released

from custody on a Recognizance
with compliance conditions. The
Recognizance requires the male

to not be within 50 kilometres
of the Village of Nakusp and to
not attend public areas where

children under the age of 16 can
reasonably be expected to be,
including swimming areas. A first

court appearance for the male is
scheduled for August 30 at the
Nakusp provincial courthouse.

by Jan McMurray
High water levels on the Arrow
Lakes Reservoir have caused two
Ministry of Forest bridges in Fauquier to
wash out, and the Arrow Park cable ferry
is operating on a “day-to-day basis.”
A notice about the Arrow Park
ferry is posted on the drivebc website
that states: “Closure can be expected
with an additional one foot of rise [over
full pool].”
Dave Holm of Western Pacific
Marine said they were watching the
situation constantly. “It’s not just the
high water levels, it’s also the large
amounts of debris that can impact the
ferries,” he said. “There was virtually
an island going by Needles yesterday.
Thank goodness there are no high winds,
but there is a lot of erosion – there are
chunks of soil and trees floating down
the lake.”
He explained that there was more
concern about the Arrow Park cable
ferry than the Needles cable ferry,
mostly because of the lower grade on
the west side of the lake. “The grade is

steeper on the east side of the lake, so
the water doesn’t get up as high on the
Fauquier side,” he said.
The two washed-out bridges, over
Tate Creek and Octopus Creek in the
Applewood Road area of Fauquier,
have made two properties accessible
only by boat. Terry Warren, Emergency
Coordinator for the area, said they are in
daily contact with the affected residents.
On Wednesday last week, July 4,
Jennifer Walker-Larsen of BC Hydro
put out a ‘Columbia Flood Control
Operations Update,’ announcing
that water levels in the Arrow Lakes
Reservoir were expected to reach up to
two feet above full pool.
“Inflows from Kootenay River
remain higher than expected; as a
result, BC Hydro is continuing to limit
discharge from Hugh Keenleyside
dam to minimize downstream flood
damage,” states Walker-Larsen in the
July 4 update.
Arrow Lakes Reservoir levels
reached 1444 feet – normal full pool
level – on the night of July 4. Depending
on weather conditions, levels were
expected to reach up to 1446 feet over
the next few weeks.
BC Hydro is authorized to raise the
Arrow Lakes Reservoir up to 1446 feet
as required for flood control until July
31, 2012.
“BC Hydro will minimize the
duration of the unusually high water
level to the extent possible and plans
to increase discharge flows from
Hugh Keenleyside dam as soon as
the Kootenay River flows subside,
expected as early as this weekend (July

7-8) depending on weather conditions.
BC Hydro is currently operating
Columbia and Kootenay basin facilities
in coordination with the United States
to minimize flood impacts,” informs
Walker-Larsen in the update.
Inflows to the Arrow Lakes
Reservoir this spring are the fourth

highest on record since 1970.
The last time the reservoir level
went to 1446 feet was in 1990. Levels
reached slightly above 1444 feet in 1991
and 1997. In the 1970s and 1980s, BC
Hydro regularly operated the reservoir
above 1444 feet, a typical operation
under high water conditions.

submitted
Nakusp Secondary School
graduate Rachel Wiebe, daughter of
Daniel and Sandra Wiebe, has been
awarded the President’s Scholarship
to attend Trinity Western University
for the fall 2012 semester. This
prestigious $28,000 scholarship
is awarded annually to the top
academic students of the incoming
first-year class. Rachel plans to
pursue a pre-pharmacy degree.
Wiebe just graduated this June
from NSS, where she played on
the senior volleyball, basketball,
soccer, and golf teams. She was grad
president for both student council
and yearbook.
She will be welcomed to campus
on September 1 for TWU’s O-Week.
This signature orientation program is
designed to welcome new students to

the campus learning environment,
introduce them to the local area, and
connect them with other first-year
students who come from around the
world to study at TWU.
Trinity Western University
is Canada’s premier Christian
university of the arts, sciences,
and professions. Recognized for
quality, TWU is consistently ranked
among the top two universities in
Canada for Educational Experience
by the National Survey of Student
Engagement; holds three Canada
Research Chairs; wins National
Championships in CIS sports; and
emphasizes experiential learning to
prepare graduates to make a global
impact.
TWU offers 42 bachelor’s
degrees, 16 graduate degrees, and
adult degree-completion programs.

Man arrested for indecent exposure on Nakusp public beach

High Arrow Lakes Reservoir levels cause concerns

P.A.L.S. PET OF THE WEEK

Meet Minny

THE ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING
of the Arrow Lakes
Hospital Foundation
will be held at
FOUND
7 pm on Monday, August 13,
Adult Siamese-cross neutered
2012 in the hospital cafeteria.
This
beautiful
ginger &
male.
If he
is not claimed
hewhite cat will
be up for adoption soon. Elections will be held to fill
will
looking
for a new
loving
Herbename
is Minny
and
she is veryDirector
friendly.
positions: 3 for 3 years
home.
If
you
recognize
this Minny a home,
If you are interested in giving
In order to vote at the Annual
call P.A.L.S. at
kitty or want please
more information
General Meeting, new members
250-265-3792
us at pals-online.ca
please
call PALSorate-mail
250-265need to obtain their $1 card from
PALSorAGM
meeting on February 9th, 7pm at
3792
info@pals-online.ca.
950 Crescent Bay Rd a Director or at the hospital desk
before July 13, 2012.
WEEKLY SPONSOR:
SPONSOR:
WEEKLY
For further information, write to
Selkirk Realty
Realty
KellySelkirk
Roberts
Box 284, Nakusp
Kelly Roberts
(250) 265-3635
or call 250-265-3515
(250)
265-3635
www.royallepage.ca

Columbia Power provided $1,500 in support of Nakusp’s 120-year milestone celebration June 30-July 1.
Audrey Repin, Director, Columbia Power Corporation, is pictured here with Mayor Hamling of Nakusp.

Regional Qualifiers for Special Olympics in golf took place on June 24 at the Champion Lakes Golf Course
near Fruitvale. Nakusp competitors included David Cold, who placed second in his division, and Dario Dubuc,
who took third place in the same division. Marilyn Boxwell and Terri McLeod of Nakusp were recognized for
their service to Special Olympics with a letter and pin from the president of Special Olympics BC.

Nakusp student Rachel Wiebe awarded $28,000 scholarship to attend TWU

A vibrant community committed
to educating the whole person,
TWU has been developing leaders
of character and competence for
50 years.

Nakusp Secondary School graduate Rachel
Wiebe has been awarded a prestigious
$28,000 scholarship to attend Trinity Western
University to pursue a pre-pharmacy degree.
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Pied Pumkin returns to the Vallican Whole, July 19, 2012
submitted
Kick off your shoes and hold onto
your hat. Beloved BC folk trio Pied
Pumkin is back for a brief reunion
tour this July, including a concert
Thursday, July 19 at the Vallican
Whole. The doors open at 7:30 with
the show starting at 8 pm.
Rick Scott (dulcimer), Joe
Mock (guitar and piano) and Shari
Ulrich (violin, piano, flute, dulcimer,
guitar) are infamous for their fearless
arrangements, flawless harmonies

and theatrical hijinx. Pied Pumkin
pioneered rogue folk in BC and
served as a soundtrack for the ’70s.
They have toured far and wide and
sold over 30,000 LPs from the stage.
The group has long been a beloved
fixture of the BC and Canadian folk
music scene. They first performed at
the Vallican Whole when it was still
just a hole – helping to raise funds
to put a roof on the building. Since
then, they’ve managed to return to
the Whole whenever they re-unite.

Why? Because it’s the perfect place
to hear the Pumkin in their natural
environment. Several of their songs
are sourced in the Kootenays, such as
‘Kootenay Bark’ and ‘Orville goes to
the Country.’
When Shari left the Pumkin to
join the Hometown Band, Rick and
Joe continued touring as Pied Pear.
Pied Pumkin reunited in 1998
after a 20-years hiatus, releasing the
CD retrospective ‘Plucking DeVine’
in 1998 and a live album, ‘Pied

Alive,’ in 2000. In 2006, their first
children’s album, ‘Pumkids,’ won the
2006 Canadian Folk Music Award
and Parents Choice honours in the
US. In 2011, Pied Pear had its first
reunion tour, releasing a collectors’
edition of two LPs on a single CD.
Pied Pumkin is reuniting this July
for an all-too-brief three-week tour.
Tour details and more information
are available at www.piedpumkin.

9

com. Advance tickets for the July
19th show are available at Jennie’s
Gardens Book Store in Winlaw or
online at: www.VallicanWhole.com.
You can also get directions to
the Vallican Whole from the website
or follow the signs which will guide
you through the Slocan Valley to
this amazing location, or call 250226-7957 and someone will get back
to you.

On June 7, one of the BC Used Oil Management Association summer ambassadors, Emily Louie, visited the Slocan Park Repair Recycling Collection Facility to promote
the recycling of used oil and antifreeze. The goal of the program is to generate public awareness to keep these hazardous materials out of our drinking water and landfills.

Summertime fun for kids
submitted
This July promises to be a great
opportunity for kids to experience
the valley at its finest. Slocan Valley
Recreation is offering a wide range
of programs to make sure they have
a great experience with excellent
instructors.
If they’re into skateboarding
and ready to take their skills to a
new level, Skateboard Camp offers
a chance to improve their ride. There
will be road trips to other skate
parks, barbecues, and swag like you
wouldn’t believe! A crew of local
skaters and Shandy Campos of BC
Action Adventures will be on hand
to oversee all the fun. The program
is timed so riders can make it out
from Nelson and Castlegar via the

local bus system – from 10:30 am
to 5 pm daily from Monday, July 16
to Friday, July 20.
Back by popular demand, Bugs
Birds and Bees – Artist’s Summer
Camp (July 16-20 ) brings kids together
with local artists and movement
instructors for an experience that will
inspire and entertain.
If they love the great outdoors
and are between the ages of 9 and 13,
have them join our Footsteps Outdoor
Summer Camp. From July 25 to 28
they’ll hike, mountain bike, canoe
and more.
The popular Slocan Red Cross
Swim Kids program begins on July
23 and runs to August 3. This is a great
chance to develop skills that will keep
kids safe swimming in an outdoor

by Ginger Weiss Down, grade 6
On April 25, our class flew out
of Kelowna and landed in Victoria. It
was what you would call a curricular
trip. We spent a lot of time learning.
We went to the legislative building,
where we had a tour and watched
a session. While there, we did a
scavenger hunt in the front yard. We
learned that the legislative building
was completed in 1897, the Chinese
empress tree was planted in honour
of former Lieutenant Governor
of British Columbia David SeeChai Lam, and that Queen Victoria
reigned from 1837-1901. We also
went to the Royal Museum, where
we looked around and answered

questions on First Nations peoples.
Then we went to Vancouver.
We used public transportation from
our hostel to the ocean and then we
took the BC ferry to Vancouver. In
Vancouver, we went to the Museum
of Anthropology, where we learned
more about First Nations peoples.
We also went to Granville Island
a couple of times. One day we
went to Science World. While in
Science World, we saw an exhibit
on the Mona Lisa and we got to
watch Arabia in an IMAX theatre.
It felt like you were flying when it
overlooked a city.
It was a really cool trip and I am
really glad that I got to go.

environment.
Programs are starting to fill and
a limited number of spaces will
be available. For more details or
to register, contact Slocan Valley
Recreation at 226-0008 or email
slocanvalleyrec@rdck.bc.ca for more
information. You can also find us on
Facebook.

Lucerne School Vancouver/Victoria trip

WANTED
TO BUY:

CEDAR AND
PINE POLES

The Lucerne Grade 5/6/7
Students would like to thank
the community for all your
support and help funding
our Victoria-Vancouver trip
–2012–
Our raffle winners were:

1st Nikta Boroumand • Canoe
Please contact: Gorman
2nd Eva Shandro • Gardening
Brothers Lumber Ltd.
250-547-9296 3rd Taeko Miwa		 • Dinner at Rory’s
John Shantz
• 250-308-7941 (cell)
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CANADA DAY

Whitney Shkuratoff and Kylie Gardner, Nakusp ambassadors, served the Canada Day cake.
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Natasha Miles presented this year’s Youth Award to Sadye Butler, at the Silverton July 1 celebrations.

The Dick Hambly Bocce Pits dedication ceremony took place at Silverton’s
Canada Day celebrations.

The Nakusp Chamber of Commerce float in the July 1 parade.

photo credit: bill tobey

Avast, there matey! Penelope Stuart affects pirate garb for the Silverton July 1 parade.

The Nakusp Rotary Club provided burgers for the Nakusp July 1 celebrations.

savethehotsprings.org • St Leon Hot Springs Society Box 202, Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0
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‘Stranger’ on display at Silverton Gallery July 10-14
submitted
‘Stranger: a collaboration of
poetry, sculpture and photography’
will show at the Silverton Gallery
July 10-14.
This collaboration between three
artists – two of them from New
Denver – was directed by Heather
Spears, Canadian writer and artist
who lives in Copenhagen. Spears
directed sculptor Elly Scheepens
through written instructions over

several sessions on how to sculpt
the human head, and photographer
Virginia Boyd photographed the
process. The photographs replay
the steps then lift the image to the
illusion of something truly human.
Spears was educated at the
University of British Columbia, the
Vancouver School of Art and the
University of Copenhagen. She has
lived in Denmark since 1962. She
has held over 75 solo exhibitions

and has published 11 collections of
poetry, four novels, three books of
drawings, and The Creative Eye, the
first of a series on visual perception.
She has won numerous awards in
Canada, including the GovernorGeneral’s Award for Poetry. Her
latest collection, I can still draw,
was short-listed for the Lowther
Memorial Award. She travels widely
and has drawn at many international
festivals, and in hospitals in the

by Kate Guthrie
Early Childhood Educator
Natalie Lucas, 10 of her students
and their families visited the Grand
Coulee Dam in Washington State last
week. They toured the dam, visited
the Colville Tribal Museum and
attended the Nespelem Powwow.
The trip was a culmination of over
two years’ study of salmon, dams
and their relationship by Lucas’
classes at Wee Ones Early Care and
Learning Centre in South Slocan
and the Valhalla Children’s Centre
in Slocan City.
The project, Salmon Speaks,
i n c l u d e s a w e b s i t e , w w w.
salmonspeaks.ca, informative
student-designed placemats at the
Harold Street Cafe and Fomi’s
Bakery and other class-developed
teaching materials, and presentations
in the community.
Lucas and her students began the
project after Lucas told the class a
story about the dams and the salmon.
“I told them how the salmon goes up
the river and all these creatures count
on the salmon for food, to fertilize
the forest floor, to make the river
banks strong,” Lucas said. “Then
take salmon away and bear leaves,
the trees are hungry and then they
fall over.”
When Lucas first told this story,
she said, one boy “jumped out of
circle. ‘That’s not fair, Natalie,’
he said. ‘We’ve got to help those
fish come back home.’” The class
asked Natalie to write a letter. Since
then, the subject of salmon has
integrated into the children’s play,
conversations, stories and block
structures.
Lucas planned the trip to the
Grand Coulee Dam, which is the
largest electric power-producing
facility in the US, because “the fact
that the salmon are not able to go up
the river is first because of this dam,”

she said. The classes raised money
for the trip selling cookies, holding
a family carnival and accepting
donations.
Lucas hopes her students will
gain a deeper understanding of “all
of the issues” around dams and their
impact. “There are benefits to the
dam,” Lucas said. “And a people

lost their way of life. And they don’t
have cheap electricity because of it.”
Lucas felt travelling to Grand
Coulee was important because “Kids
this age feel things, touch things, see
things. They have to be there...I don’t
just want to tell the children these
stories. They deserve to know it, to
see it. And they entrusted me with it.”

Middle East, Europe and America.
Students of medicine, art,
science and philosophy will find
this exhibit most valuable.

The Silverton Gallery is open
from 2 to 6 pm. The show’s opening
will be held July 12 at 7 pm, with a
poetry reading by Heather Spears.

Slocan Valley preschoolers visit the Grand Coulee Dam

Stranger: a collaboration of poetry, sculpture and photography will show at the Silverton Gallery July 10-14.

MADDEN TIMBERFRAME HOMES
email: Dave@maddentimber.com www.maddentimber.com

250 265 3316

Students from preschools in Slocan and South Slocan recently visited the Grand Coulee Dam
in Washington as part of their ‘Salmon Speaks’ project.

Open Sun. 11-3 • 411 Kootenay St, Nelson

• Design and Engineering
• Custom Stairs
• Concrete and Stick
• Framing
• Interior Finishing
• Wood Windows and Doors
• Entranceways
• Decks
• Timber Sales
Timber and Log Structures
Handcut traditional joinery with local wood since 2006

Panama hats, harem pants, amazing jewelry, and the
best “Boho Chic” decor in the Kootenays.
See for yourself!

joldhamfinehomes.com
When You Want It Done Right...

Contact Jesse Oldham
PO Box 271
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
Cell: (250) 551-2593
National Home Warranty Packages
available with all new construction.
J Oldham Holdings Inc. est 2005
Specializing in New Homes, Garages
Carports, Shops and Sheds, Renos

Come and enjoy our festive
atmosphere, exquisite desserts
and unique Mexican cuisine
made with our own exclusive
recipes since 1981.

• Patio Dining •
Regular Hours:
FRI, SAT, SUN
5-9 pm
FOR RESERVATIONS
PLEASE CALL:

250-358-7744
Located in Rosebery, BC

!
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Changes coming to Catholic parishes in Arrow Lakes and Slocan Valleys
submitted
The Roman Catholic
Bishop of Nelson, Bishop John
Corriveau, has announced a
change in the structuring of the
Catholic parishes in the Arrow
Lakes and Slocan Valleys. Up
to now, the Catholic church in
Nakusp has had its own pastor
who also served the churches
in Fauquier, New Denver
and Slocan City. Under the
new arrangement, effective in
August, the churches in Nakusp
and Fauquier will be grouped
together or ‘clustered’ with the
church in Revelstoke, and the
churches in New Denver and
Slocan will be clustered with
Castlegar.
For the last three years,
Father David John has served
the Nakusp parish with its
three outstations. He is being
transferred to Castlegar, so
will still be seen around New
Denver and Slocan. A new
priest has been appointed
to look after the churches
in Revelstoke, Nakusp and
Fauquier: Father Aaron di Dios
from the Philippines.
Father David said that he
was very sorry to be leaving the
Nakusp and Fauquier area. “My
hope had been to spend at least
six years in Nakusp. I feel that
I have made lots of contacts and
I am really sorry that I won’t
have a chance to develop these

friendships further.”
Because of problems with
the church house in Nakusp,
Father David has lived for the
last two and a half years at the
Arrow Lakes Ready Mix plant
on the edge of Nakusp. “I think
I know more people through
the concrete plant than I do
through the church!” he said.
“I really feel that I have met
a cross section of the Nakusp
community not just those who
turn up at church and I am
very grateful for this. Isaque
and Carla Vieira, who own
the cement plant, have been
so good to me and have let
me play with some really big
toys! I have always dreamed
of driving a big class one truck
and over the past three years
this has become a reality, so for
this and for many other reasons
I will have fond memories of
my time in Nakusp.”
Father David went on to
explain that Nakusp has had
a history of Catholic priests
coming and going very quickly,
and for this reason alone he had
hoped to be able to provide
some stability for the parish.
He explained that he is
being moved because the
diocese has fewer priests this
year than last year, and the
new arrangement allows for
the area between Revelstoke
and Castlegar to be served by

two priests rather than three.
He also explained that the local
bishop wanted to set up an
arrangement for this area that
was feasible both financially
and in terms of the available
priests.
Father David was quick to
say that he hopes the people of

New Denver and Slocan will
see him as often as they have
done over the last three years.
“The area I will be covering
stretches from Hills in the
north to Genelle to the south
of Castlegar. This makes a
corridor some 130 kilometres
long. On the weekend, I

will celebrate Mass at 5 pm
Saturday evening and 9 am
Sunday morning in Castlegar,
then I will drive up to New
Denver for Mass at 12:30 pm
before driving back to Slocan
for a 4 pm Mass there. The plan
is, for the summer at least, that I
will then stay over in Slocan so

I can start the week in the New
Denver, Slocan and Winlaw
area.”
He said it has been difficult
to meet people in the Winlaw
and Slocan Park end of the
valley while based in Nakusp,
so now he hopes this might be
possible.

submitted
The second annual Kaslo
Folk Music Festival was a
success, despite the weather.
This year saw some amazing
performances by a wide range
of acts on the Water Street
stage. Randy Morse was the
MC for the weekend and his
humour and charisma on stage
was a great addition to the
weekend.
Friday night kicked off
with Alex Vissia, who has
a voice that catches your
attention the moment you hear
it, and she had everyone up and
moving to her original tunes.
Saturday was a dark and
rainy morning, but the moment
that the first performer of the
day took the Water Street
stage, the rain was forgotten.
Dawna McLennan aka Harp
Pixie has an angelic voice that
makes you stop in your tracks
and pay attention. Her talent
is so great that the rain was
forgotten as she mesmerized
the crowd. Next up was Ron
McKilligan and friends, and
another great performance
from Alex Vissia. Alex Vissia
was followed by Buckman
Coe from Vancouver, who
wowed the crowd with his
talent on the electric ukulele

and original tunes.
The covered pub patio was
packed all day, as it was the
perfect spot to sit and watch
the stage, look over the lake,
and enjoy a bite to eat and a
beverage. Out on Water Street,
hay bales under a tent kept
families dry and provided fun
for the kids.
Saturday evening, Daniel
Huscroft, a Creston native now
based out of Vancouver, played
in the pub from 8 till midnight.
Sunday started off with
Ted Fitzgerald playing to the
crowd, and yes more rain.
When Jenie Thai took the
stage, the sun decided to
shine…it appeared as though

she brought the sunshine
with her from Edmonton.
Her mix of modern eclectic
folk music was a hit with
the crowd. Ian Hayes (Stone
Crow) followed Jenie Thai
with a nice performance. Then
Randy Benke shared the stage
with a surprise performance
from Blackberry Wood, whose
dynamic upbeat and colourful
performance set the crowd on
fire – rain be damned!
Kaslo then held its first
ever Beard and Mustache
contest with some 20 winners.
Pat Mackle had the longest
beard and Dave Boland the
biggest, widest mustache.
The contest was followed

by Anne Waters with her
delightful voice and original
compositions. The outside
performances closed with
Chizelspank, a great local
group from the north end of
the lake.
The finale was a jam in the
pub, with Jenie Thai joined by
members of Blackberry Wood
for a set on the pub stage. At
10 pm, the music and dancing
paused for the fireworks show
put on by the Kaslo Volunteer
Fire Department. A great night
was had by all until 1 am.
Looking forward to a bigger
and better festival next year
– let’s hope the weather cooperates!

by Jan McMurray
Kaslo photographer Doug
Pyper was recently honoured
to have one of his photographs
included in a hardcover
photography book published
by the International Guild of
Visual Peacemakers (IGVP).
Only 30 images were
chosen from multiple
submissions of over 150
international humanitarian
photographers.
The book is entitled
Human Connections:
Portraits of our shared
humanity. In the introduction,
the IGVP president states:
“This book represents a
collaborative effort from some
of the photographers I admire
most – Visual Peacemakers.
These are photographers
who remain sensitive to what
is unjust and broken in this
world. They do not stop at
wishing they could make
a difference; they pick up
their cameras and take action.
Amidst ‘shocking’ news and
images that fuel mistrust
and misunderstanding, these
Visual Peacemakers seek
to illuminate beauty and

hope through visual media
that speaks of our common
humanity.”
P y p e r ’s p h o t o w a s
taken while on assignment
in Ecuador two years ago,
and is of an indigenous
Quechua woman preparing
food with her infant by her
side. “For me, motherhood is
the spiritual force that binds
all humanity. Our societies

Kaslo Folk Festival a success, despite the weather

A surprise performance by Blackberry Wood set the crowd on fire.

Hardcover book includes photo by Kaslo photographer
and cultures may differ
throughout the world, but the
joyous bond between mother
and child is constant and
unchangeable,” states Pyper
in the text accompanying the
photograph in the book.
Pyper is a member of
the IGVP and very much
believes in the guild’s mission
to break down stereotypes
by displaying the beauty of

cultures around the world.
“In our frightening world
today, we humans must focus
on our similarities, not our
differences. Unfortunately,
when reading or watching the
daily news we often get the
opposite message,” he said.
The book can be
ordered online at http://
www.blurb.com/bookstore/
detail/3169540

Pyper’s photo was taken while on assignment in Ecuador two years ago, and is of an indigenous Quechua woman
preparing food with her infant by her side.
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Heavy rainfall causes $2 million worth of damage to West Kootenay roads
by Jan McMurray
By all accounts it was an
extremely wet month of June in the
Kootenays.
The 227.7 mm of rain recorded at
the Castlegar Airport is nearly double
the previous greatest amount of rain
during the month of June and nearly
350 percent of the normal June rainfall
of 65.7 mm. It also now stands as
the greatest amount of precipitation
recorded during any one month since
local records began in 1966.
The stations which received the
greatest amounts of rain were the
Slocan Valley, Castlegar, Nelson,
Nakusp and Crawford Creek stations
in the 263-265 mm range. Only
three stations received 100 mm or
less: the Succour Creek, Sparwood
and Koocanusa stations (far East
Kootenay area).
BC Ministry of Transportation
and Infrastructure (MoT) has been
responding to washouts and highway
shoulder failures right across the
Kootenay/Boundary area. Estimates
for the repairs to date is around $2
million dollars.
Slocan Valley West Road has had
extensive repairs since Slocan River
breached its banks and spilled onto
the road in seven places. As of July 9,
Picard Road in Winlaw is still under
water due to the high water from the
Slocan River. Once the water levels
recede to below the road surface, the
ministry will undertake repair works
prior to opening to the public.
Hwy 31A between New Denver
and Kaslo has experienced several
shoulder failures in May and June.
Sandon Road saw three new shoulder
failures identified in June. Sites have
been repaired and signed accordingly.
The bridge over Carpenter Creek at
the entrance to the Sandon townsite
was rip-rapped to reinforce cribbing,
as the structure was threatened by a
debris torrent. At one point, Sandon
Road was closed to tourist traffic in
anticipation of further road failures
to avoid having tourists stranded in
the area.
Highway 31 north of Kaslo also

Support the
Valley Voice
with a voluntary
subscription
Only $10-$30

experienced shoulder failures and
erosion from the Lardeau River.
Repair will be completed in the next
few days.

Silverton Creek Road and 4 Mile
Road in the Silverton area are closed
due to washouts.
A slide on Keen Creek Forest

Service Road in South Fork near
Kaslo caused the closure of the road at
the bridge. Voluntary evacuation was
recommended to four local residences

by RCMP on July 1.
Two bridges in the Fauquier
area have washed out, leaving two
households with boat access only.

submitted
‘Perspectives,’ a show of drawings
and paintings by local artists Tsuneko
Kokubo and Boukje Elzinga, will be
held at the Hidden Garden Gallery
July 16-21.
Koko and Boukje graduated from
the same school of art, now called
Emily Carr University of Art &
Design. They bring different views

to their long history of creating and
exhibiting together in the region. Join
them at the gallery and enjoy their
new creations.
The opening reception will be
held Wednesday, July 18 from 7 to 9
pm with music and theatre by Gerardo
Avila and Verónica Dahl.
‘Sandon Abstracts,’ a photographic
exhibit by Sarah Jeffreys, will run July

23-28 at the gallery. The reception on
Friday, July 27 from 7 to 9 pm will
feature music by Jeremy Down.
A former archaeologist, Jeffreys
picked up a camera while traveling
in 2008 and hasn’t put it down since.
She and her husband, Mark and toddler
daughter, Sequoia spend the winters on
the Colorado Plateau and the summers
in the Kootenays.

Jeffreys describes her show
as “an ongoing engagement with
Sandon’s strange and beautiful worlds
of weathered wood, rust, and paint. A
kind of accidental forensics has been
the result, an archaeology of what is
becoming, not what was.”
The Hidden Garden Gallery, 803
Kildare Street, New Denver, is open 10
am-3 pm Monday through Saturday.

submitted
The Lardeau Valley Market’s
Canada Day celebration included
Doo-Wop Twang courtesy of Melissa
Ruth. Visitors convened in Meadow
Creek to listen to Ruth’s smoldering
vocals, pick up baby carrots and
fresh greens from Lakehead &
Beyond Produce and peruse the
wares of other local artisans. While
adults shopped and sang along,
children enjoyed toys, books and
games provided by the Children’s
Corner, open every Sunday in July.
Special events are planned each

week for the month of July. On
July 15, a gentle outdoor yoga class
open to all levels will take place at
11 am. A hoop session is scheduled
for July 22 at 11 am, and more live
music courtesy of Cash Can Rattle
will happen on July 29. Admission
to all events is free and open to the
public courtesy of funding from the
CBT Sponsorship Program.
The market is held on Sundays
from 10 am to 2 pm every weekend
until September 16, excluding
Sunday, August 5. It is held next
to Drifter’s Restaurant in Meadow

Creek. For more information about
the market and the Lardeau Valley, see

www.lardeauvalleymarket.yolasite.
com and www.lardeauvalley.com

At the Hidden Garden Gallery

Special events planned every Sunday in July at Lardeau Valley Market

Kelowna dance instructor Sharon Sebo and her dance partner, Bobby Engene, practice for a
routine they will perform at the Slocan Lake Dance Camp in New Denver. Set for July 26 through
July 29, the annual camp offers 33 different workshops in the Latin, Swing, Smooth and Country
dance styles at several levels. Visit www.slocanlakedancecamp.ca for all the details.

Special events are planned every Sunday in July at Lardeau Valley Market

Jesper Nielsen was presented with a plaque in recognition of his contribution, vision and
inspiration in the establishment of the Nakusp and Area Community Forest. The presentation was
made by Mayor Hamling at the Nakusp council meeting of July 9. “Although Jesper is moving
from Nakusp, he will always be a part of our community. On behalf of the Village of Nakusp, he
deserves a huge thank-you and we wish him success in his future endeavours,” she said.

The 16th annual Summit Lake Walk/Run for Fun on July 8, hosted by Three Islands Resort, had 109 participants and raised $3,000 for the Arrow
Lakes Hospital. Two 7-year-old girls biked the entire 10K trail. Three Islands Resort extends huge thanks to the Nakusp and Area Trails Society
volunteers, who did an outstanding job restoring the trail on the back side of Summit Lake.
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Redfish School of Change wraps up successful semester in Slocan Valley
by Art Joyce
If you want to create change,
start with the young.
It’s a principle not lost on Nadine
Raynolds, Director of the Redfish
School of Change and a New Denver
resident. Recently, the community
hosted the school’s third annual
group of students, immersing them
in a hands-on, real-world experience
of the West Kootenay environment.
This was the first year Redfish had its
students spend their entire six-week
summer semester in one region.
The Redfish School of Change
is a program of Green Learning
Canada in partnership with the UVic
School of Environmental Studies.
For Raynolds’ master’s degree thesis,
she designed the pedagogical outline
for the program based on studies of
youth activism. Raynolds spent 2008
developing the structure for Redfish
and the first program was launched
in 2009. Students get credit for three
environmental studies courses; it’s a
fusion of academic and experiential
learning through what is known
as a field school. “It’s technically
a summer semester, rather than a
practicum or co-op,” she says.
This year, the program started
at Little Slocan Lodge with
introductions to the courses and the
local community. The instructors
teach consensus as a means for
decision-making. “We establish
a process of being able to give
and receive feedback,” explains
Raynolds. The second week got the
students out on Slocan Lake, with
the generous support of locals who
supplied canoes. Each student is
required to camp out on their own
for 24 hours.
For the third week, the students
came to New Denver, where students
were introduced to local activists
on a panel entitled It Takes All
Kinds. The panel included Dan
Woynillowitz, Director of Strategy
and Communications at the Pembina
Institute; journalist and poet Art
Joyce; and Lorna Visser, principal
of Carmanah Strategies.
They then worked with the
Slocan Lake Stewardship Society
(SLSS), doing shoreline restoration
work at the Kohan Garden and
lakefront walkway. They attended
the BC Lake Stewardship Society
conference in Silverton and learned
about watershed planning and
governance. This included a survey
of residents, partnering with Lucerne
senior students and WE Graham

School’s Valhalla Wilderness
Program. “This collaboration was
a huge highlight of the program;
they were pretty blown away by
the kids here,” said Raynolds.
Redfish students learn qualitative
data collection and analysis, and by
working with a group like SLSS, they
see the practical application of their
skills. The students also participated
in the Columbia River Treaty public
information session in Nakusp.
In week four, the students cycled
to Winlaw, where there was an
opportunity to learn about the Sinixt
nation culture. From there they went
to the Hugh Keenleyside dam for a
tour, and then to Syringa Creek to see
the impact of the dams on the Arrow
Lakes. They cycled to Nelson for

some time off and another It Takes All
Kinds session with David Reid of the
Nelson EcoSociety; Candice Batycki,
Nelson councilor and longtime
environmental activist; Jenny Barron,
Peace Studies instructor at Sekirk
College; and Alon Gelser, host of the
Kootenay Co-op Radio program Be
the Change.
“ I t ’s a n e a t m e n t o r s h i p
arrangement, to learn from seasoned
activists,” says Raynolds. “And
it’s great for the panel members to
interact with young activists. The
guests go away with a wonderful
feeling of mentoring students who
are actually going to do something
with it.”
Throughout the program, each
student is developing a Community

Action Program that they will take
back to their own community.
Many of the questions following
the session revolve around ideas for
implementing these projects.
The culmination of the six-week
program took them to Kokanee
Glacier. Through the course of the
program each student developed
a creative writing piece on nature.
Sitting round the fireside high in the
alpine was the ideal setting to share
these works. “Most of them had
never been in a setting like that and
we had really amazing weather. To go
into the alpine and see the headwaters
of all these places we’d been studying
was incredible.”
One of the strongest elements
of Redfish is its highly interactive

nature. This isn’t some remote
classroom with no connection to the
real world. “One of our taglines is that
we’re living and learning together,”
explains Raynolds. “They have a real
relationship with their instructors;
you’re not just a number in a lecture
hall full of 300 students. There’s 18
students for three instructors, and
we’re actually living together during
the program.”
At a time when so much of the
news is negative, it’s deeply inspiring
to see such articulate, intelligent and
dedicated young people with the life
goal of making a positive difference
in the world.
Redfish received funding this
year from the CBT. For more
information visit schoolofchange.ca.

submitted by Ryan Hilperts
How do local residents imagine
the future of Slocan Lake?
On June 7, 18 Redfish School
of Change students teamed up with
Slocan Lake Stewardship Society
(SLSS) and seven of Gary Parkstrom’s
Geography 12 students from Lucerne
Elementary Secondary School to
find out.
SLSS has developed the Imagine!
Slocan Lake Project in the hopes of
including community values in the
development of a Lake Management
Plan for Slocan Lake. As a part of the
Imagine! Project, SLSS will conduct
formal surveys of area residents’
values related to the lake some time
later this year.
In early June, SLSS enlisted the
help of the Redfish School of Change
and Lucerne students to do a first
round of interviews in order to gather
some preliminary findings on the
views of area residents. These initial
findings will be used to develop the
most effective survey possible for the
Imagine! Project.
The partnership was the first time
that the Redfish School of Change,
which just completed its fourth
year, has worked with Slocan Lake
Stewardship Society and Lucerne
School.
In preparation for the survey,
student volunteers attended training
workshops at Lucerne School on
June 6 and 7. Therese DesCamp and
Richard Johnson from the Slocan Lake
Stewardship Society each visited the
school and offered introductions to
SLSS and the Imagine! Project, and
Ryan Hilperts, Redfish instructor,
offered workshops to all the students

on interviewing techniques, data
collection, and survey protocol.
With the guidance of the Redfish
and Lucerne instructors, students
practiced interviewing one each other
before heading out to interview the
public in New Denver, Hills and
Silverton on June 7.
The students went door to door
and asked three simple questions:
What do you value most about the
lake and this area? What concerns do
you have about the lake and this area?
What would you like to see here in
20 years?
In one afternoon, the interview
teams completed 41 interviews.
Redfish students then analyzed the
information collected and compiled
a list of the values mentioned by
residents.
Most residents interviewed
expressed strong values surrounding
the aesthetics and non-motorized
recreation on the lake. Dominant
concerns included development and
increasing use of motorized vehicles.
The interview teams said the final
question was the most difficult for
interviewees to answer, but noted
that when prompted, most residents
hoped that in 20 years the lake would
be much like it is today.
Redfish students analyzed data
collected during the interviews and
will deliver a detailed report to the
Slocan Lake Stewardship Society
later this month. An excerpt from one
group’s report points to some general
themes observed in the interview
process:
“Interviewees casually
mentioned other provincial lakes
such as Shuswap, Salmon Arm and

with community members who are
dedicated to caring for this place. We
look forward to future opportunities to
partner with community organizations
in the region.”
The project extended south of
Silverton as well; for the June 6
workshop, the New Denver students
were joined by 14 additional students
from the Valhalla Wilderness Program
at the WE Graham Community School
in Slocan who conducted their own
surveys. The raw data from these
interviews will be available separately
to the SLSS.

submitted
The National Asphalt Pavement
Association (NAPA) has announced
that Genelle Plant, Selkirk Paving,
Crescent Valley, has earned NAPA’s
Diamond Achievement Commendation
for Excellence in Asphalt Plant/Site
Operations.
The Diamond Achievement
Commendation is a unique and
respected self-assessment program
that encourages and recognizes
responsible asphalt operation
practices and cultivates good
community relations. As NAPA’s

Chairman Kurt Bechthold noted,
“Earning the Diamond Achievement
Commendation enhances both the
image of your individual facility and
the image of the asphalt pavement
industry. It clearly demonstrates a
cooperate commitment to excellence
with a community focus.”
NAPA developed this successful
program in 1999. The self-assessment
process addresses six essential facets
of the asphalt plant/site: appearance,
operations, environmental practices,
safety, permitting and regulatory
compliance, and community relations.

Earning the Commendation exemplifies
the commitment to excellence in
all aspects of asphalt facilities, and
symbolizes continuous improvement
in operations and community relations.
Genelle Plant, Selkirk Paving
has joined the elite ranks of the
asphalt industry by earning the
coveted Diamond Achievement
Commendation. All asphalt plants/sites
are eligible to earn the Commendation.
The standard of excellence is
challenging, but can be accomplished
with genuine dedication to responsible
practices and continuous improvement.

the Okanagan in comparison to
Slocan Lake. These other provincial
lakes served as illustrations of what
the respondents did not want to
happen here at Slocan Lake. The most
common response from the question
regarding a future vision for the lake
was that people wanted the lake to stay
the same. However, when prompted to
expand on their answer, respondents
expressed a spectrum of desires,
from strict protection to sustainable
development… The Imagine! Slocan
Lake project represents a unique
and tangible way to involve the
community in the early stages of the
[lake management] plan. We hope our
findings are of use as the SLSS moves
forward with their excellent work.”
The report offers suggestions about
how to refine the survey and some
ideas about how to use innovative
survey techniques to reach audiences
that might not normally be represented
in a Lake Management Plan.
Ryan Hilperts, who taught a course
on the Political Ecology of Water, was
excited about the mixture of service and
learning that the experience provided
Redfish students. “This partnership
was such a special opportunity for
us to contribute to the Slocan Lake
communities. Our students were
incredibly impressed with the Lucerne
students’ engagement and deep level of
understanding of environmental issues.
The coolest part for me as an educator
was seeing the intergenerational
learning that took place during the high
school workshops, the interviewing
process, and especially when Redfish
students offered their findings to
the SLSS board during an evening
meeting. It gave our Redfish students an
opportunity to see that their work was
useful to this community that they had
all come to care so much about during
our stay here, and to talk first hand

Slocan Lake residents surveyed by local high school and Redfish students

Selkirk Paving earns diamond achievement commendation

Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work,
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal
WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS

359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539

3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

• Concrete finishing,
decorative stamping,
staining
• Custom concrete
countertops
• Sinks and bathtubs
• Fireplace hearths and
mantels
• Garden tables
Creative concrete
solutions for your
home and business.
Patrick Baird
250-354-8562

www.elementconcrete.ca

SLOCAN LAKE
DANCE CAMP
for Youth & Adults

JULY 26 – 29, 2012

New Denver, BC
Four days of Latin, Swing, Smooth & Country workshops,
Nightly dances, Saturday dine & dance
1 1/2 hr. workshop: $20/$12 Teens
Early bird discount July 8. Singles welcome!

slocanlakedancecamp.ca or 250-358-2448
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announcements

RIDESHARE cuts greenhouse gas
emissions, saves $$$ and reduces traffic.
Improved site options for North Slocan.
Visit: kootendayrideshare.com.
THE CUP & SAUCER CAFE
SILVERTON is open 7 days a week. Try
our Weekend Breakfast Special of Eggs
Benny, Sat. & Sun., 8-1.
WINLAW’S UNITY MUSIC FESTIVAL
held August 24 and 25 is looking for
vendors and volunteers. Contact www.
unitymusicfestival.ca for info. Two days,
two stages. Great lineup. $45 Advance
tickets on sale online now. Available at
ticket vendors July 20.
BEDDING SALE! Summer quilts,
bamboo sheets... ! Best prices anywhere
on quality bedding - guaranteed! Willow
Home Gallery, Home Decor Kootenay
Style, Kaslo www.willowhomegallery.com.

business opportunities

UNEMPLOYED and thinking of starting
your own business? Community Futures
offers the Self Employment grant, business
loans, counselling and training in the Arrow
& Slocan Lakes area. For more info leave
a message at 265-3674 ext. 201 or email
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

CLASSIFIED ADS

card of thanks

FROM THE 2011 NEW DENVER
ROYALTY - We would like to thank
everyone for the wonderful opportunity
to represent New Denver in the past year.
Making new friends and getting involved
in the community has been so wonderful.
These experiences will last us a lifetime.
But the ambassador program wouldn’t be
possible without all of the hard work and
dedication from Rhonda and Lora Lee. We
appreciate them so much. We also want
to thank the community for their support
and the love from our family and friends.
All the best to the new royalty we’re so
proud of you.
Miss New Denver 2011 –
Danika Skye Hammond
New Denver Princess 2011 –
Mercedes Casely
Queen’s Court and Miss Congeniality –
Marlowe Nicholson-Chodat
THANK YOU to the following businesses
and individuals for supporting my bicycle
ride in aid of the BC Cancer Foundation:
Dr. Clark (Vernon dentist), Mr. George
Harding, Dr. Hawthorne (Vernon Dentist),
Ms. Laurie Page (Nakusp Veterinary

Clinic), Royal Canadian Legion Br. 20,
Stella Jones, and True North. Although I
was unable to raise the $2,500 necessary to
participate in the official ride, I thank you
for the $775 that your donations totalled. To
honour your donations I completed my own
ride that covered the 250 km. in two days
that the official ride covered. Thank you
so much for your support and donations.
THANKS TO ALL THE AMAZING
VOLUNTEERS who helped out during the
Nakusp 120th July 1st Celebrations. Special
thanks to the members of the public who
came out to enjoy the festivities, despite
the weather.
Sincerely,
The Nakusp & District Chamber of
Commerce
THANKS TO EVERYONE who
supported our store in its first year. Life
is sweet!
-Janet and Bradley, What’s in Store

celebration of life

MARION MARSHALL- CELEBRATION
OF LIFE for Marion Marshall will be held
July 14 at 1 pm at the Burton Community
Hall. In lieu of flowers, donations to the
Minto House at the Arrow Lakes Hospital.
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coming events

NEW DENVER FRIDAY MARKETS
happens in downtown New Denver every
Friday, June through September. 10 am
to 2 pm. Fresh local produce and artisans
wares at this vibrant community event.
ndfridaymarket@gmail.com.
TOOLS AND TREASURES, a deluxe
rummage sale, takes place on Saturday,
July 21, 9 am to 3 pm at the Winlaw Hall.
Hosted by the Slocan Valley Grassroots
Grammas, proceeds from this event go to
the Stephen Lewis Foundation in support
of African grandmothers who are turning
the tide of HIV/AIDS in their communities.
Refreshments available for purchase.
KASLO EDIBLE GARDEN TOUR
JULY 29, a benefit for North Kootenay Lake
Community Services Society. Watch for details.
AT T H E H I D D E N G A R D E N
GALLERY: PERSPECTIVES by Tsuneko
Kokubo and Boukje Elzinga, July 16-21,
reception Wednesday, July 18, 7-9 pm,
music and theatre by Gerardo Avila and
Verónica Dahl. SANDON ABSTRACTS
photographic exhibit by Sarah Jeffreys,
July 23-28, reception Friday, July 27, 7-9
pm, music by Jeremy Down.

NON-VIOLENT COMMUNICATIONS
workshop with Dr. Lesley Beatson.
Thursday, September 20, 2012 9 am-4 pm
at the Seniors’ Hall in Nakusp. For more
information and to register visit www.
basinreach.ca or call 250-352-6786.
MOVIE NIGHT AT THE BOSUN
HALL – THURSDAY, July 12. Now
showing at 7 pm: A Monster in Paris (an
animated family movie) and at 9 pm: the
Lucky One. Admission is $3 per movie.
Loonie concession.
12TH ANNUAL NEW DENVER
ANTIQUE & COLLECTIBLE STREET
FAIRE. July 22, 8 am-3 pm. For space
rental, call Helen 250-355-2354. Hope to
see you there!
PIED PUMKIN AT THE VALLICAN
WHOLE – Be part of the magic! Thursday,
July 19, Vallican Whole Community
Centre. Doors open 7:30/Show 8:00 p.m.
Tickets $15/adv. $20/door, Kids $10.
Tickets at Jennie’s Gardens in Winlaw or
visit www.VallicanWhole.com
ROSEBERY REGATTA WORKSHOPS
- Sat, Sun July 14, 15, 11 AM-3 PM and
Tues, Wed July 24, 25, 11 AM-3 PM.
Children under 6 welcome with chaperone

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

AUTOMOTIVE • SMALL MOTORS • MACHINE SHOP
and

Caribou Service
(250) 265-3191

24 Hr Towing and Recovery
Auto Repairs & Tires
Auto Parts

5549 Frontage Road
Burton, BC

COMPUTER
- Repairs
Palmer
- Upgrades
Computer - Consulting
Microsoft Certified
Services
Systems Engineer
Phone: 355-2235
ken@palmercomputerservices.com

• welding repairs • full service &
repair • licenced technician • radiator
repairs & service • mobile service
available • fast, friendly service

BCAA Towing

24 hour towing
1007 hwy 23, nakusp
ph: 265-4577

Nakusp 265-4406

24 hour towing
BCAA, Slocan, BC
355-2632

USED GOODS

NAKUSP GLASS

The Copper Nail Boat Shop

The Donation Store

Main Street • New Denver
Open 10 am - 2 pm • Monday - Saturday
(depending on available volunteers)
Help us help you

Even little ads get noticed
in the Valley Voice

JEWELRY

201 Broadway
265-3252

SALES & SERVICE
98 - 1st Street, Nakusp • 265-4911
OPEN TUES - SAT
CHAINSAWS
TRIMMERS
• Stihl
• Stihl
• Husqvarna
• Husqvarna
MOWERS
SMALL ENGINES
• Husqvarna
• Tecumseh
• Toro • Snapper • Honda
• Lawnboy
• Briggs & Stratton

HAIR

Jo’s Jewelry

Ava’ s

358-2134

OPEN YEAR-ROUND
358-7769

Custom Work and Repair in
Silver and Gold, by Appointment
New Denver, Goldsmith Jo-Anne Barclay

Hair

Studio

Far right entrance of the Wild Rose Restaurant in Rosebery

The clear choice for
all your glass needs!

EQUIPMENT RENTAL

COLES RENTALS

HEATERS (PROPANE & ELECTRIC)
PLATE TAMPERS, JUMPING JACKS, REBAR BENDER
JACKHAMMERS, HAMMER DRILLS, CONCRETE
MIXERS, CONCRETE SAWS, TILECUTTERS,
BLOCKCUTTERS, SCAFFOLDING, FLOOR SANDERS,
NAILERS - ALL TYPES, LM ROTARY LAZER TRANSIT,
GENERATORS, WATER PUMPS, COMPRESSORS,
INSULATED TARPS, PRESSURE WASHERS, ROTO
TILLER, LAWN COMBER, AERATOR, PROPERTY PIN
LOCATOR, GAS POST HOLE DIGGER, CONCRETE
FLOOR GRINDER
...AND MUCH MORE!
PHONE 358-2632
1-888-358-2632

HEALTH • WELL-BEING • FITNESS • ENVIRONMENT
MASSAGE THERAPIES

Myofascial, Swedish, Lymphatic, Joint Play, Craniosacral,
Visceral, Somatoemotion, Chakras, Nutrition etc.
MTA rates (Low income consideration)
also MSP, WCB, ICBC & care plans
Garth R. Hunter, R.M.T.
Slocan Com. Srv. Bldg. 355-2222 (W & F)

Spectrum Home & Family Care
Helping you maintain
YOUR lifesyle!
Free consultations
in the West Kootenay

250-358-2364 • Mobile & Office

250-265-3842
www.spectrumhomesupport.ca

Nakusp Foot Care

Hand & Soul Wellness Centre

Nursing care
for sore feet

250-265-3024

Slocan Auto &
Truck Repairs

Larry Zaleski, D.C. Chiropractor

Mondays & Fridays - Silverton • Every other Wednesday in Winlaw or Nakusp

Sue Mistretta, M.A., CCC Counsellor/Expressive Arts

358-2177

www.handandsoul.ca

The Kootenay’s Shipwright

• Custom boat work
• Marine mechanics
• Rigging and repairs
• Systems and electrical

250-355-0035

www.woodenboatshop.ca

BREWING

Winlaw Brew-Op

Wine & Beer Making Kits
to satisfy all budgets!
Take-Home Kits, or Brew it with Us!
Open 11:00 to 6:00 Tues. to Sat.
5972 Cedar Creek Road, Winlaw • 226-7328

Specialty Coffees, Teas,
Award-winning wines available for brewing
• Open Every Day

Nakusp

265-4701

RECYCLING

MOUNTAIN VALLEY STATION
BOTTLE DEPOT
Slocan City • 355-2245
Open MON - SAT 9-5
Your “Bottle Drive” Specialists

Read the
Valley Voice
online!
www.valleyvoice.ca
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over 14 years old. Bring a toonie or loonie to
donate to hall rental, and materials to build
your boat: popsicle sticks, glue guns, strong,
lightweight cloth, tacks, bubble wrap, metal
flashing, etc.
HAPPENING AT THE SILVERTON
GALLERY: July 10-14, 2-6 pm, ‘Stranger
Than a Wolf,’ a collaboration with sculptor
Ellie Sheepens, photographer Virginia Boyd
and Governor General Award winning
author, Heather Spears. Opening reception
with readings on Thursday, July 12, 6 pm
on. July 23-29, 2-6 pm, ‘Dream Paintings,’
works by artist Sydney Wigood. Opening
reception with musical guests on Tuesday,
July 24, 7 pm. Regatta model boat building
workshop Saturday and Sunday July 14
and 15, 11-3. Registration for August 19
Guitar Master Class with virtuoso Sean
Ashby (www.seanashby.com), now open
- 15 places available - discount for early
registration. Contact silvertongallery@
gmail.com or 250-358-7198
Submissions for Grass Roots Art Show
deadline August 12th. Contact asaba17@
gmail.com
ARTS BY THE LAKE - September 1,
2012 is the date of the Arts By The Lake
festival, co-sponsored by the SLUGS and
the Slocan Lake Gallery Society. Come

join us from 10 am to 5 pm in the Kohan
Garden and enjoy artist displays & readings,
musicians, watercolour workshops, garden
tours, and refreshments. We look forward
to seeing you there!

for rent

SUITE FOR RENT – One mile from
Nakusp. On acreage. 3 bdr. Appliances.
Available. $750/month. 250-575-8867.
NEWER QUALITY COTTAGE
near Winlaw. 2 beds, loft. Quiet, sunny,
valley views. Suitable two people. www.
merryproperties.com. $795/month. 250226-0034.
FOR RENT- 2BDR apartment in Rotary
Villa Phase 4 building Nakusp BC. 55+
Housing Independent living. New Secure
Building, Elevator, Small pet welcome. Inf.
www.arrowtarian.com or call Trish Office
265-2020 / cell 265-1247 Tenants could
be eligible for SAFER, see BC Housing
website.
3 BDR DOUBLEWIDE in Silverton.
Wood heat. NS, NP, very clean. $800/
month. 250-358-2888, 250-402-6043,
250-402-3864.
WINLAW 3 BEDROOM newly renovated
home, 2 bathrooms, 1500 sq. ft., appliances,
electric heat, beautiful view of Frog Peak.
40 minutes from Nelson, Castlegar, Trail.

CLASSIFIED ADS

Landlord references, no indoor pets, no
smoking. Available. $1200 plus deposit.
250-265-0168.
ONE BEDROOM CABIN on Nakusp
promenade. Renovated. Great View.
Available immediately. NS/NP/RR, quiet
person. $500/month + util. Call 250-2652178.

for sale

1972 PARAMOUNT 2-bdr trailer (12’ x
60’) with an 8’ x 20’ addition, on other side
deck (8’ x 10’). Building with electricity
(10’ x 8’). Pacific Energy woodstove,
dishwasher and washer/dryer included.
Pad rental is $175 per month. Close to
trail to Sandon, close to the lake – Denver
Siding. $15,000 firm. Phone Sharon: 250358-2389.
CONGA DRUM, 10” skin head, wood
shell $60; Koolatron 34L 12V food/
beverage car cooler, 110V adapter, as new,
$100. 250-358-2775.
1989 SINGLE CAB, 2WD CHEVY
TRUCK 120,000 km & 1984 18.5 foot 5th
wheel. $5,000 for both. Will sell separately.
250-265-4145.

Garage sale

GARAGE SALE - JULY 14 - 9-5. 3622
Gander Rd. Moving to States. Everything
must go! Come early for great selection.

Tools, furniture, kitchen wares, and tons of
artist knickknacks and supplies. Signs start
at Crescent Valley bridge and in Pass Creek.

health

THAI MASSAGE: fully-clothed
acupressure yoga massage. Donation/sliding
scale for housecalls. FELDENKRAIS
Awareness Through Movement classes in
Nakusp & Winlaw. Tyson Bartel 250-2266826 thaitouch@yahoo.com
YOGA HAS CHANGED LOCATION
AGAIN FROM THE SILVERTON
GALLERY EXHIBITION ROOM to
upstairs at the Fire Hall in Silverton.
Entrance stairs are on the back side of the
Fire Hall facing the side of the Gallery.
Same times: Monday 9-10:30 and Thursday
afternoons 4-5:30. Open to all levels - a flow
class unlike any other. Come and rejuvenate
yourself!
SUMMER YOGA with Christopher &
Anastasia Love, Weds 7pm at Hand &
Soul. Outdoor Family Yoga 3pm Sundays
in July & Aug at Kohan Gardens. 358-7773
lovingspirit@rocketmail.com.

help wanted

HELPER/DRIVER WANTED to
do household errands for person with
chemical sensitivities. Must follow precise
instructions. Organic, chemical-free
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lifestyle required. Car required. $13/hour
+ 0.15/km. Kaslo area. 250-352-9442.

lost

JULY 1ST NEAR SILVERTON
DENTIST office – black lava rock bracelet
with one pearl and magnetic fastener.
Reward offered for its return. 250-3582275.

missing

MISSING - BENCH SEAT FROM THE
BACK OF THE GROCERY STORE
(formerly Bigway) in Silverton. It is about
40” and is wood with an upholstered seat.
There is a video recording of the back of the
store, but we will wait for it to be returned as
we assume that someone thought we were
throwing it away. It has no money value
but has sentimental value. Please return to
Silverton Building Supplies. Thank you.

notice

FOR INFORMATION ON AA, NA,
OA OR ALANON MEETINGS contact
in New Denver: 358-7904 or 358-7158;
Nakusp 265-4924; Kaslo 353-2658; Slocan
355-2805; South Slocan 226-7705.

Business Classifieds
start at $10.00

Call 250-358-7218 for details

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN
COMPLETE SALES
SERVICE AND
INSTALLATION
YOUR VALLEY COMFORT AND BLAZE KING DEALER
SPECIALIZING IN WOOD/ELECTRIC, WOOD/OIL AND
WOOD/GAS COMBINATION FURNACES
Certified • Insured

HALL LUMBER
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

KF PowerVac

Duct Cleaning & Duct Sanitizing
Slocan City, BC • (250) 355-0088
website: www.kootenayfurnace.com
email: kfurnace@netidea.com

Local: 355-2485 • Toll-free: 1-888-652-0088
email: kfurnace@netidea.com

• Registered Septic System
designer and installer •
• Ready Mix Concrete •
• Lock Blocks • Drain Rock •
• Road Crush • Sand & Gravel •
• Dump Trucks • Excavator •
• Crusher • Coloured Concrete •
• Site Preparation •
Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
Ph. 265-4615 • vieirac@telus.net

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat
10 am to 5 pm
PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd.
Edgewood, BC

Indoor Garden
Supplies
Castlegar
250-304-2911

HARDWOOD
FLOORS ONLY

1730 Hwy 3, Selkirk Spring Building
dan@canadiangardensupply.com

100% CANADIAN FLOORING
AT WHOLESALE
Prefinished, antique R. Oak - Maple
3 ¼ x ¾ $4.59/sf pallet – Import Eng
Prefinished $3.99/sf pallet
Bamboo – Cork from $2.99/sf
Glue Down
AT JUAN’S – 1503 Hwy 3A Thrums
250-399-6377 Mon-Sat 8:30 am-5 pm

Safety, Service, Satisfaction
Installation and maintenance

jim@jemsgas.com

Jim Pownall & Co.

Read the
Valley Voice
online!
www.valleyvoice.ca
Ted’s New & ReNew

Residential & Commercial Projects
Journeyman Floorcovering Installer

LOG & TIMBER FRAME HOMES
New Denver • BC
250-358-2566
jpownall@telus.net

carpet • lino • hardwood • cork • laminate • tile
Property Maintenance & Management
Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning

Phone 250-265-6809

FOR ALL YOUR
PROPANE NEEDS
365-9958
1-800-471-5630

• Doors & Windows of
All Types
• Overhead Doors
• Sales, Installation &
Service

Fine Custom Home
Construction
CGL and WCB covered

(250)505-0794

www.thelasthousestanding.com
J.C. Roofing Company

For all your roofing needs
Serving the Arrow and Slocan Lakes

DON TILDEN
250-265-3799

16 years of professional installations
WCB • All work fully guaranteed
We also install Soffit and Vinyl Siding

For your free estimate, Call
Curtis Roe at 250-265-9087

Your local bulk dealer & service centre

Nakusp
Redi-Mix
serving the Kootenays since 1973
Edgewood • Nakusp • Trout Lake • Kaslo

DAVID WEATHERHEAD
872 Hwy 6, Nakusp

250-265-4311 (ph)
250-265-3468 (fax)

Support the Valley
Voice with a voluntary
subscription

Only $10-$30
Send Cheque or Money Order to:

The Valley Voice
Box 70
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

Simon Bamber AScT ROWP

Civil Technology Consultant &
Registered Onsite Wastewater Practitioner
• Septic systems • Water systems
• Subdivisions • Land Development
• Project Management
(1) 250-265-1767
• Site Inspection
si@bambertech.com
• Drafting
www.bambertech.com

ACCOMMODATIONS

Crescent Bay
Construction Ltd.
Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation
Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431
• Email cresbay@telus.net

Even little ads get noticed
in the Valley Voice

CLASSIFIED ADS
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obituaries

BETTY EALES passed away at age 103
in Bakewell, Derbyshire, UK, at 7:45 pm
GMT 6 July 2012.

NOW OPEN 3
NIGHTS A WEEK!

FRIDAY, SATURDAY, SUNDAY 5-9 PM
FOR RESERVATIONS

358-7744

LOCATED IN ROSEBERY, BC

Philip Albert Francis Gorin
1948 – 2012
Much loved father, grandfather, brother,
uncle and cousin, Philip Gorin passes away
on June 28, 2012 at the age of 64 after a
short bout with cancer. He is survived by
his son Steven ( Regan) and grandchild
Joshua of Smith Falls, Ont., sister Carol
Barclay (John) of Slocan, BC, nieces
and nephews: Jo-Anne Barclay (Ray) of
New Denver, BC., John Barclay (Keri) of
Bethany, Missouri, Tamara, Christopher
(Eniko) and Brandon Gorin of Vancouver,
BC and their families, Aunts: Jean Lemieux
and Winnie Smith of Ontario, cousins:
Dennis, Donald, David Lemieux, Bev
Poirier, Norman, Shirley, Linda, Michael
Moore, Peter, Cynthia McKinney, Ron
and Bev Sims. Phil was predeceased by
his son Brian, his parents Eric and Phyllis
and his brother Randall. Philip was born in
Montreal, Quebec on February 11, 1948.
During his lifetime Philip worked in the
printing trade and in Vancouver he worked
as a typewriter mechanic and then grounds
keeper for the Jericho Tennis Club. He
went on to earn his small engine mechanics

licence and became self-employed while
at the same time working for private small
engine repair shops. IN addition, he was a
general handyman for some time and also
worked as a mechanic on tour boats on the
Rideau Canal in Ottawa. Upon earning
his counseling certificate he worked near
Kenora, Ontario as a youth counselor on the
White Dog Reservation. Also, after moving
into Kenora, Phil worked in a counseling
ministry with his church. He moved to
Slocan in 2005and he kept himself busy
with beachcombing, small engine repairs
and as a Volunteer Firefighter. He joined
the Legion and was very helpful with
fundraising events for the community. He
was an avid hockey player and fan, enjoyed
scuba diving, motorcycles and music
(having played guitar and harmonica with
the praise team at his church, a senior’s
home and at other events). He recently
built himself a “boat” which he named
“Beachcomber” (was becoming a legend!).
His joy of being on the water was very
evident to all. The family wishes to thank
the nurses and doctors at KLDH and all
the staff at the New Denver Pavilion for
their care of Philip. Cremation has taken
place and arrangements are under the
care of Thompson Funeral Services Ltd.
A memorial gathering will be held at the
Slocan Legion Hall on Saturday, July 7th
from 1-3pm. In lieu of flowers one may
donate to the Cancer Society, Box 292
Nelson BC V1L 5P9. He will be greatly
missed by his family and friends but we
celebrate his life and rejoice in knowing
that he is safe in the arms of his Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ. Online condolences
may be expressed at www.thompsonfs.ca
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real estate

services

PROPERTY FOR SALE - .52 acre,
fully serviced, top soil and equipment
for construction available. 530 Fifth St.,
Rosebery. Property borders Rosebery
Provincial Park. Temporary living quarters
in place. Asking $94,900. See listings at
www.briandeobaldhomes.ca/listings. Call
Ron 250-358-2389 or Brian 778-206-0077.

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
SEPTIC TANK CLEANING: “Serving
the Valley” 7 days/wk, 24-hr. All-Around
Septic Services, Don Brown (250) 3543644, emergency 352-5676.
ROGAN ELECTRIC Residential,
commercial, industrial wiring. Local
references available. All work guaranteed.
“We get the job done.” 353-9638.
PETER’S WINDOWS & DOORS – Sales
and installations. Energy efficient vinyl and
wood windows. Renovations/upgrades of
wooden and metal windows and doors.
Peter Demoskoff 250-399-0079.
GERRY CONWAY – Journeyman
carpenter/builder. 250-265-3163.

HOUSE & 33 ACRES for sale. For
information go to www.33acres.ca or
call Bob and Myrna at 250-358-2426.
NEW DENVER BUILDING LOTS For
Sale - Three adjacent building lots (each
50 feet by 110 feet) for sale in New Denver
(Kootenay and 7th) $77,000 each or $220,000
for all. Preference given for selling together.
Geoff 403-289-0730 slocan14@gmail.com.

HI, I’M STILL LOOKING for a ride to
and from Vancouver this month. Please call
Andrew. 250-358-7985.

69.86 ACRES - Older growth forest
with public road access with services
and water license on year round creek.
Beautiful setting backing on crown land
near Silverton. $355,000. For more info call
Larry @ Landquest Realty - 250.513.2733

wanted

Next
Valley Voice
Deadline:
July 20,
2012

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

RESTAURANT/BAKERY

N

Lemon Creek
Lodge & Campground

ick’s
lace

P

SUMMER HOURS
8 am - 10 PM
7 DAYS A WEEK!

QUALITY PIZZA anytime!
265-4880
Air Conditioned
Non-Smoking

93-5th Ave.

Nakusp

Rory’s on Main
Licensed Restaurant • New Denver

Check out www.rorysonmain.com for our
weekly specials, menu, hours & contact info

For Reservations: 250-358-2449

Year-round facility
Licensed Restaurant
Open Wed - Sun
5 PM - 8 PM
Reservations: 1-877-970-8090

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BAKERY
Shirley Kosiancic
Realtor

Mountainview Realty Ltd.
412 Broadway St. Nakusp, BC V0G 1S0
Bus 250-265-2111
Fax 250-265-3842
Cell 250-265-8040
shirley@century21nakusp.com • www.century21nakusp.com

The Cup and
Saucer Café

Available at Rutabaga’s, New Denver • Slocan Village
Market, Slocan • Gaia Tree, Winlaw • Slocan Valley Co-op,
Slocan Park • Evergreen Natural Foods, Crescent Valley

Monday - Saturday 8:00-4:00
Soup, Stews, Meat Pies, Treats and Great Coffee

Silverton, BC • 358-2267

• Health Products, healing sessions
• New Age cards & books
• Sensual products¶ ¶
¶

¶

¶

250-226-7970

Mon. - Fri. 7 A.M. - 4 P.M.
Sat. 11 A.M. - 4 P.M.

Your Slocan Valley Specialist

Soup, Sandwiches & Desserts
358-2691

Legendary Meats

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm

Natural Food Store

422 Front Street • Kaslo, BC
1-250-353-2594

For all your
insurance
needs
HUB
INTERNATIONAL
265-3631
Barton INSURANCE
1-800-665-6010

Open 7 days/week, 9 am - 8 pm

New Market Foods
For same day delivery in the New Denver
Silverton area, call, email or fax by 2:00 pm

Water Testing • Flow Measurements
CAEAL certified to test drinking water
We’re in the Valley at: 1-250-226-7339
Jennifer & Tony Yeow passlab@columbiawireless.ca

Groceries, fresh produce, fresh meat,
Agency Liquor, organic foods,
in-store deli, in-store bakery.

Slocan, BC • ph:355-2211 • fax: 355-2216

250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290
email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com

Passmore
Laboratory Ltd.

Slocan Village Market

320 Broadway St. Nakusp		 265-3188
518 6th Ave • New Denver

RECREATION

Apple Tree
Sandwich Shop
The

GROCERY • HEALTH FOOD

Re-Awakening
Health Centre

100% organic sourdough
bread baked in a
traditional wood-fired
bread oven

Custom Cutting & Sausage
Making, Curing & Smoking of
Bacons & Hams
Mobile BBQ Services & Hog
Roaster Rentals
• Christmas Tree Sales •
www.legendarymeats.ca
Phone/Fax: 250-226-7803
2826 Hwy 6 • Slocan Park

CLOTHING
Men’s & Ladies Clothing

The Clothes Hanger
400 Front St • Kaslo • 250-353-9688

THE RIDE SAYS IT ALL

Ph: 359-7111 Fax: 359-7587
www.playmorpower.com

Playmor Junction Hwy 6 & 3A
1043 Playmor

BROKERS

HALLS

MEMORIAL
HALL

Weddings, Parties, Reunions,
Concerts, Funerals, Meetings

To book call Sue: 250-358-2711

www.jonesboysboats.com
Ainsworth, British Columbia
4080 Hwy 31 N
Call: 1-877-552-6287
(250) 353-2550 Fax (250) 353-2911

HARBERCRAFT

COMMUNITY
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First-ever Tools and Treasures Sale set for July 21 at Winlaw Hall
submitted
Tables of treasures and a tent
full of tools. What could be more
fun on a Saturday? And all on sale
for a great cause!
On July 21 at Winlaw Hall,

the Slocan Valley Grassroots
Grammas hold their first big Tools
and Treasures Sale – a deluxe
rummage sale of items for home
and workshop.
Linda Grabler, the lead organizer,

used to run the famed Carlotta’s
store in Winlaw, so you can bet this
sale will be an extravaganza for the
eye and a great deal for the wallet.
“We have wonderful stuff from
as far away as Fruitvale and we want

Slocan Valley Grassroots Grammas (grandmothers and grandothers) prepare for the deluxe Tools and Treasures Sale Saturday, July 21 at Winlaw Hall.

Kootenay Lake flooding update
by Jan McMurray
Kootenay Lake reached 1753.8
feet on July 3 – the highest it’s been
since 1974, when it reached 1754.24
feet. Since July 3, it has been dropping
steadily and was at 1753.4 feet on
July 6.
Area D Director Andy Shadrack
reported on July 6 that all six marinas
and boat dock areas in Area D were
still underwater, as were the Kaslo
Waterfront Trail Regional Park, Kaslo
Logger Sports grounds, and numerous
residential docks. He said he was also
aware of one house in Mirror Lake
that had 1.8 feet of water in a finished
basement. “The dollar value of the
damage is yet to be determined, but the

operate Libby Dam. BC Hydro asked
them to take all reasonable measures
to limit flood control on both sides of
the border.
BC Hydro and the US Army
Corps of Engineers worked out an
arrangement to hold back water in the
Koocanusa Reservoir behind Libby
Dam, allowing the reservoir to reach
two feet above full pool if necessary.
There has also been regular
conference calls between Canadian
local government reps, BC Hydro and
the US Army Corps of Engineers.

Galena Trail open

submitted
The Galena Trail, the rail trail
between Rosebery and Three Forks, has
been open its entire length since midJune. On May 10, a portion of the trail
was closed due to a washout within the
vicinity of Capella Creek bridge.
The repair work involved re-routing
the trail around the affected area. The
RDCK commission that maintains
the trail co-ordinated the repair work,
which was done by two members of last
summer’s trail crew.

PHOTO CREDIT: JOE HAWES

estimate for the Waterfront Trail alone
is $18,500,” he said.
Shadrack said the provincial
government has yet to determine
if residents and businesses around
Kootenay Lake and along the Kootenay
River are eligible for Disaster Financial
Assistance. “Yesterday, for example,
RDCK emergency operations centre
staff were trying to help Fletcher Creek
Improvement District determine if
they were eligible for assistance, even
though their intake was damaged in
the same storm that destroyed Kaslo’s
and they are only three creeks away,”
he said.
Shadrack said the motion that he
introduced and that passed at the June
21 RDCK meeting – to ask the premier
to see if something could be done
about discharges at Libby Dam to help
stop flooding on Kootenay Lake and
River – did bring some results. After
the meeting, RDCK Chair John Kettle
contacted MLA Bill Bennett, who
worked with a number of ministers
and the premier. This resulted in a letter
from BC Hydro to the US entities that

it to move,” she said. “We want to
raise significant funds for African
grandmothers and the children in
their care who have been orphaned
by AIDS.”
Besides the sale items, there are
other attractions. The Winlaw Hall
Society will run a concession with
their usual scrumptious family fare.
Working hard on the tools theme,
the Grassroots Grammas have
concocted the first ever Rusty Nail
Raffle. Guess correctly, and you
could haul home duct tape, WD-40,
or a 45-pound box of three-inch
nails.
All rummage sale funds go
to the national Grandmothers to
Grandmothers Campaign, a part of
the Stephen Lewis Foundation. Local
groups raise money and awareness
in support of grandmothers in Africa
who are turning the tide of HIV/
AIDS in their communities.
The Slocan Valley Grassroots
Grammas (grandmothers and
grandothers) have raised close to
$2,800 in their first year, sponsoring
the live radio play, ‘It’s a Wonderful
Life’ and selling crafts and baked
goods. What the women like
most about the campaign is that
funds go straight to the grassroots
organizations in Africa that support
grandmothers and the children in

their care.
African grandmothers are central
to the life of their communities.
With almost no support, they
have stepped forward to care for
millions of children orphaned by
AIDS, sometimes as many as 1015 in one household. They display
astonishing reserves of love, courage
and emotional resilience, even while
grieving the loss of their own adult
children and dealing with their own
deteriorating health.
In just six short years, Canadians
have raised an incredible $13.5
million for African grandmothers
through the Grandmothers to
Grandmothers Campaign. Resources
from the campaign are invested
directly with grassroots organizations
that provide grandmothers and the
children in their care with food,
educational supplies, uniforms and
school fees, medical care, HIV
counselling and testing, adequate
housing and bedding, counselling
and support groups, home visits,
and much more. There are more than
240 Grandmothers to Grandmothers
groups in Canada, including the
Slocan Valley, Kaslo and Nelson.
The Tools and Treasures Sale
runs from 9 am to 3 pm. No early
birds please. For more information,
call Linda Grabler at 226-7304.

SUMMER TIME

SALE

WILDFLOWER MIX – 910 GRAM

BUTTERFLY/HUMMINGBIRD MIX OR CUT FLOWER/BOUQUET MIX

SALE $11.99
ALL PURPOSE MOISTURE MIX CIL/GRO
REG. $19.99
– 30 LITRE

SALE $7.99
CONTAINER MIX PREMIUM NATURAL
REG. $ 9.99

– 30 LITRE

SALE $5.99
NATURE MIX CONTAINER SOIL ORGANIC
REG. $7.99

– 30 LITRE ”HORTIBEC”

SALE $6.99
NATURE MIX MOISTURE MAGIC
REG. $7.99

ALL PURPOSE POTTING MIX
EXTREME WATER RETENTION – 30 LITRE

SALE $7.99
SWAN GARDEN HOSE 5/8” X 50” LIGHT DUTY
REG. $ 16.99
SALE $12.99
FALCON CULTIVATOR 4 PRONG
REG. $ 22.99
SALE $14.95
REG. $ 8.99

SILVERTON BUILDING
SUPPLIES
216 Lake Avenue, Silverton
Phone: 358-2293
Toll-free: 1-800-332-0588
sbs@silvertonbuilding.ca

Studio Connexion’s next show is a collection of
wildlife pastel paintings by award-winning artist
Sharon Bamber. The show runs July 17 to
August 4, with the opening on Friday, July 20.

Kootenay Lake flooding near Ainsworth Hot Springs.
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COMMUNITY
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North Kootenay Lake Food Cupboard needs assistance
submitted
The North Kootenay Lake
Food Cupboard is a non-barrier
emergency food program that
provides healthy food to anyone
in need with no questions asked.
We provide services for clients
living in the North Kootenay Lake
region and do not require names,

identification or proof of income.
We chose the Food Cupboard
model, also known as a justice
based model, to hopefully assist
those in difficult situations to not
feel stigmatized or shamed because
they are in need of assistance.
The NKL Food Cupboard
is one of nine programs offered

through the Kaslo Food Hub.
The Food Cupboard meets the
immediate need of food security
while the Food Hub’s other
programs are all focused on the
long-term sustainability of food
security for North Kootenay Lake.
Because the Food Hub offers other
programs, it does not qualify as

an official food bank and depends
entirely on community donations.
“When we first opened the doors
to the Food Cupboard, we averaged
80 visits a month,” said Aimee
Watson, program coordinator. “In
the past year, with increasing costs
of food, housing and decreasing
employment, we have seen our
monthly visits jump to 180. Our
funding is 90 percent dependent on
community donations and profits
generated through the Kaslo Bulk
Buying Club. These funds provide
$1000 a month to meet the demand
of 180 visits, about $5 a visit;
not very much. We are seeking
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community support to increase our
monthly budget so we do not have
to send people away with less then
what they need to get through the
tough times.”
The Food Hub is seeking
donations of non-perishables,
perishables and funds. Bins for
donations can be found at the Kaslo
Front Street Market, Blue Belle
Bistro and the Kaslo Food Hub.
Cash donations can be dropped
off at the Kaslo Food Hub on
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 10
am to 1 pm or the North Kootenay
Lake Community Services Society
office Mondays to Thursdays 9-12
and 1-4. Donations (one-time or
monthly) can also be made through
the website www.nklcss.org – click
on the blue ‘Donate Now’ button.
Please indicate it is for the Food
Cupboard. Tax receipts are issued
for all donations over $10.
Contact Aimee Watson for
further information: 250-353-7120
or aimeewatson@nklcss.org.
“With the local safety net
unravelling, whether or not you
eat may depend on whether or not
you live in a generous community.”
(Canadian Grocer, 1997)

CORRECTION

In the June 27 issue, artist
Stephen Shellenberger’s name
appears as Schellenberger and
Schellenberg. The correct spelling
is Shellenberger.

Personal Classified Ads
start at $8.00
Call 250-358-7218 for details

		

STUDIO CONNEXION GALLERY is pleased to announce
this season’s Art Exhibits
June 26 - July 14: Kim IZAIROVICH
July 17 - Aug. 4: Sharon BAMBER
August 7 - 25: Brigitte DESBOIS
Aug. 28 - Sept. 15: Patrizia MENTON

GALLERY

Sept.18 - Oct. 6: Bryn STEVENSON

Gallery Hours: 11 am to 4 pm Tuesday to Saturday
203 Fifth Avenue, Nakusp

