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Jumbo Rally in Kaslo lively despite no show by minister
nature of the Purcell Mountains and
the need for more park protection
in these mountains. Foy sees the
“Kootenay spirit” reflected in the
Jumbo issue as a spark spreading
across the province for protection in
other regions as well.
Chairperson of the Valhalla
Wilderness Society, Anne Sherrod,
raked premier Christy Clark over
the coals for “bragging about making
this decision, which was made
by walking over the protests of
thousands of people who live here.”
Sherrod was then quick to praise
MLAs Michelle Mungall and Norm
McDonald for their active support of
Jumbo Wild!
While Mungall was not able to
attend the rally, a statement from
Mungall was read in which she
confirmed her determination to fight
the resort decision.
“People took the opportunity
to express their discontent to
Compagnie des Alpes, the French
investors who are being courted by
Jumbo Glacier Resort,” said one
of the rally organizers, K. Linda
Kivi. Among the messages sent to
Compagnie des Alpes was one from
a veteran which read, “I’m writing
from Vimy Park, named to honour
the war dead who gave their lives
to protect France from invasion.
Please do not repay us by invading
our homeland.”
People from all age groups
were represented at the rally. Edith
Mautner, age 98, and Inger Kronseth,
age 90, were honoured for their
many years of service to the cause
of Jumbo Wild! JVH student Gillian
McConnell read a letter written to
Minister Thomson by LVR student
Raven Truth. “Once the animals are
gone so are we,” Truth wrote. “We
have been sitting around hoping
for change, but we can’t wait
anymore…”
Argenta’s Red-Eyed Souls, in
addition to two Kaslo acts, Jan Van
Gold and Randy Morse, each shared

their own Jumbo Wild! songs with
an enthusiastic audience. Hula
hoop artist Jen Cookson related a
wild dream she experienced which
ended with the protection of the
Jumbo area.

Ending the rally with video
camera in hand, Joe Foy asked the
crowd what they wanted. The chant
went up: Jumbo Wild! Jumbo Wild!
Foy was heading back to the coast
with a message for the minister.

The next event planned by the
Jumbo Coalition is a Rock ’n Blues
benefit for Jumbo Wild! at the Royal
on Saturday, June 9.
For more information: KL Kivi,
250-354-7939
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by Gary Diers
About 300 protestors gathered
in Vimy Park in Kaslo on Saturday,
May 26 to demand the protection
of Jumbo Wild! The rally was
organized around the scheduled
appearance of Forests, Lands
and Natural Resource Operations
Minister Steve Thomson at the BC
Community Forest Association
AGM in Kaslo that week.
Thomson had announced in
Victoria on March 20 the decision
to allow the Jumbo Glacier Resort
to proceed. Saturday was the first
opportunity for citizens of the West
Kootenay to let the minister know
face to face that his government’s
decision on the Jumbo Glacier Resort
issue was unacceptable. Organizers
had planned a march to the highway
with protestors lining the street as the
minister drove by.
In the end, Minister Thomson
cancelled his AGM appearance,
thwarting these plans. Some
protestors were angry and suspicious
that the minister was again trying
to avoid facing the people he was
supposed to be representing. Others
felt empowered that they had
possibly scared off the minister.
The non-appearance by the
minister did not dampen spirits at
the rally. Master of Ceremonies
and spokesperson for the West
Kootenay Coalition for Jumbo
Wild, Kim Kratky, kept the event
flowing, sprinkling the rally with
news updates. Of particular interest
was the ‘resort municipality’ status
the government wants to give Jumbo,
making it a very undemocratic entity.
Jumbo would be a municipality with
no residents and an appointed mayor
and council.
Speakers and musicians
contributed their talents to engage and
inspire the audience. Guest speaker
Joe Foy, national campaign director
of the Wilderness Committee, the
largest grassroots wilderness group
in Canada, emphasized the special

At the Jumbo Rally in Kaslo May 26, Edith Mautner was recognized for her long involvement with the West Kootenay Coalition for Jumbo Wild. Edith, 98 years old,
as well as Inger Kronseth, 90 years old, were each given a flower and chocolate for their long-standing dedication to the cause. Both women are Argenta residents.
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How local forestry business owners have overcome the challenges

Panel discussion at the BC Community Forest Association Conference in Kaslo, May 24-26
by Jan McMurray
At the 2012 BC Community
Forest Association Conference and
AGM this past weekend in Kaslo,
a panel of four local owners of
sawmill/manufacturing businesses
spoke about how they have kept their
doors open during the downturn in
the market.
Keeping equipment up to
date, being adaptable, and moving
products to the end user were
recurring themes. They all agreed
that the best thing going for them
in this area is the diversity of wood
species.
Panelists were Dwight Smith
of Hamill Creek Timber Frame
Homes in Meadow Creek; Chris
Waters of Vaagen Brothers, owners
of the sawmill in Midway; Ken
Kalesnikoff of Kalesnikoff Lumber
near Castlegar; and Trevor Kanigan
of Gold Island Forest Products near
Castlegar.
Hamill Creek manufactures
timber frame homes and ships
them all over the US and Canada.
Traditionally, the US has been
the company’s biggest market,

representing 70 percent of its
business. During the last few years,
Hamill Creek’s business in the US
has dropped to 40 percent.
To respond to the downturn
in the economy and the resulting
fewer customers, the company has
had to look at expanding its product
line. They now produce pre-built
components like wall panels, doors
and roof assemblies. “We’re now
delivering a package to lock-up
stage,” said owner Dwight Smith. The
company has also modernized and
has focused on finding efficiencies.
Vaagen Brothers has two
sawmills – one in Midway and the
other in the US – specializing in
small logs. The Midway mill is still
in start-up phase; the company has
replaced old equipment and installed
a state-of-the-art saw.
Owner Chris Waters said Vaagen
expanded operations to Midway
because of the diversity of wood.
“Fir/larch is what our customers
like,” he said.
Vaagen buys wood on the
open market and trades logs with
Kalesnikoff. Waters said the Midway
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the first eight years. In the past two
to three years, they have been able to
make a go of it.
Kalesnikoff said one challenge is
the lack of training for technicians.
“If we want to get into value-added,
we need technicians to run the
technology,” he said. “Labour in
general is a big problem,” he added.
KIW has changed direction
three times. They started off making
pianos and lineal products, but could
not compete with the Chinese in the
piano market. They switched to panel
production and are now back with
lineal products (siding, paneling,
moldings).
“The most important thing for
me is the fibre in this area. Because
we have such nice fibre, you have the
chance to do something. That’s why
we have small mills that can survive,”
said Kalesnikoff.
He also stressed the importance
of getting the right log to the right
mill because everyone has their niche
product. “That still doesn’t happen.
There are still hurdles there,” he said.
He also indicated that being
ready for anything is key for small
mills. “The business plan for us
is ever changing. We’re always
looking for the next product, the next
opportunity,” he said.
One positive thing Kalesnikoff
sees for the future is that more
and more people are buying local
products. “Instead of buying your
drawers at Wal-Mart, you are starting
to look at where they are made and
you are willing to pay more for local
products,” he said. “The Chinese
product is cheaper and it’s not bad,
but it’s not made in BC or in Canada
– we need to think about that.”
Trevor Kanigan of Gold Island
Forest Products explained that he,
his father and his brother started up
a sawmill nine years ago next door

Community Forest is still forming,
but probably less than 40 percent of
their profile will be suitable for the
Vaagen mill. “We’re going to have
to work with them to try to develop
markets for the wood that won’t work
for our mill,” he said.
Vaagen’s customers are in
Australia. “They want premium
product, and the small wood in this
area is fine grain and very strong.”
He explained that Australians save
on metal framing when they build
trusses with wood.
Wood waste from the Midway
mill can be sold to Celgar and Kettle
Falls because of an existing contract
Vaagen had with the two companies.
Ken Kalesnikoff said Kalesnikoff
Lumber started in 1939 with his
grandfather. Two of his children
work there now, so they are four
generations into the business. They
own a sawmill and a remanufacturing
facility called Kootenay Innovative
Wood.
Kalesnikoff buys 70 percent of
its wood on the open market, and
cuts the rest themselves – they have
a small quota (89,000 cubic metres).
Most of the sawmill products are
exported (60-75 percent), mainly
into Japan.
Kootenay Innovative Wood
(KIW) began in 2000 and has been a
very difficult business, struggling for
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to Kalesnikoff. They have grown
their business over the years, adding
a dry kiln and a timber framer, and
they bought the adjacent truss plant.
They now run the two facilities with
a staff of 40.
One of the keys to their success is
they always try to move their product
to the end user. “As value added, we
always want to sell to the end user
and not to three or four people in the
middle,” he said. He pointed out that
this is what Hamill Creek has done
as well by producing a timber frame
home package to lock-up stage rather
than just a skeleton frame.
“We’re always looking for
another opportunity and trying to
identify what’s going on in the
market,” he said. “We have to move
quickly and make decisions quickly.”
Jesper Nielsen of the Nakusp
Community Forest asked the panelists
if they had ever considered setting up
a satellite mill, pointing to the high
cost of transporting wood from the
Nakusp area to their facilities.
Kalesnikoff said that one of the
biggest issues with satellite milling
is quality control. “The quality of
the log is key,” he said. Although he
said the Nakusp area has potential
for a satellite mill, a major hurdle
would be disposing of the sawdust
and bark byproduct. “Transportation
is huge. We are interested but it has to
make sense. When you are working
on smaller scale, it’s hard to make it
work economically.”
Another disadvantage of the
small-scale Community Forest is
that their small volumes of wood
are not attractive for the mills to
purchase. FSC certified wood is also
problematic for the mills. Kalesnikoff
said that although mills have to pay
more for certified wood, customers
are not willing to pay a premium
for it.

- Your Real Estate Advantage!
www.vantageonerealty.com

Author Caroline Woodward launched her new children’s book The Village of Many Hats at Bosun Hall May
26, featuring characters based on people who live in the New Denver/Silverton area. At a preview event
last year Woodward auctioned off roles in the book as a fundraiser for the New Denver Reading Centre.
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Livestock farming comeback in North Kootenay Lake
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by Jan McMurray
Livestock farming may yet be
revived in the North Kootenay Lake
area, after being all but obliterated by
the 2007 meat inspection regulation.
RDCK Area D is making
application to the Ministry of Health
to be a ‘designated area,’ allowing
North Kootenay Lake livestock
farmers to apply for Class D licences.
With a Class D licence, farmers can
slaughter 1-25 animal units per year
on their farms and sell the meat
to restaurants and retail outlets in
Electoral Area D.
The RDCK board agreed to
provide a letter of support for the
application at the board’s May 24
meeting. Several directors noted that
if Area D’s application is successful,

it could set a precedent for other
areas.
Currently, farmers in Area D
must have their animals slaughtered
at the red meat abattoir in Creston
or the mobile poultry abattoir in
Passmore, or they can apply for a
Class E licence. Class E licences
are more restrictive than Class D
licences – only 1-10 animal units
can be slaughtered annually, and
the meat has to be sold at the farm
gate and/or at farmers’ markets in
the Regional District where the meat
was produced.
“North Kootenay Lake farmers
have evaluated the cost and potential
return of these options and none
of them allow for a reasonable
economic return,” said Aimee

Watson, Alternate RDCK Director,
Area D and Kaslo Food Security
Coordinator.
Watson said North Kootenay
Lake farmers have also researched
the viability of a mobile red meat
abattoir in the area, and concluded it
would be a “marginal and potentially
risky” venture.
“Kaslo Food Security and
North Kootenay Lake farmers
have concluded that the current
options are not viable. What would
allow for a viable, economically
stimulating livestock opportunity
would be the ability to access Class
D licencing, declaring Electoral Area
D a designated area,” said Watson.
Area D’s application for
designated status is unique – only

entire Regional Districts have been
given designated status up until now.
Class D licences are available only
in 10 Regional Districts that do not
have a licenced abattoir within their
boundaries. The RDCK does not
qualify because there is a licenced
abattoir in Creston.
However, Watson says that the
Sunshine Coast Regional District
is designated, and it would take
Sunshine Coast farmers two hours
and 15 minutes to get to a licenced
slaughterhouse. In the North
Kootenay Lake area, it takes three
to five hours to travel to the abattoir
in Creston.
Watson says Area D meets all
of the criteria to be a designated
area. Criteria includes: the absence

of licenced slaughter facilities, low
population density, small livestock
numbers and transportation barriers,
such as the ferry and road closures
due to avalanches and mudslides.
Before the meat inspection
regulation was introduced, livestock
numbers in Area D were about 50
cattle, 35 fallow deer and 100-160
pigs. Currently, there are 12 cattle.
The 2007 meat regulation
stipulated that all meat animals
destined for commercial sale had
to be slaughtered at a federally
inspected facility. This proved to
be extremely onerous for farmers in
many areas of BC, so the government
amended the regulation in 2010
and introduced the Class D and E
licences.

submitted
Decision-making around
economic growth in the KootenayBoundary region will soon be easier,
thanks to a new project now underway.
The newly launched Basin-Boundary
Employment Lands Inventory Project
will directly address an issue faced by
many communities: access to land
to accommodate existing business
expansion and future investment and
economic growth.
“This project will provide several
important deliverables,” says Rob
Gay, General Manager of Community
Futures East Kootenay, the lead
organization on the project. “The first
of these is a comprehensive inventory
of employment lands.”
The project defines employment

lands as lands that generate economic
wealth, including: agricultural
lands; lands zoned or designated for
heavy industry, light industry and
commercial (non-retail); First Nations
designated employment lands; brown
and greyfield sites; and Crown lands
available for development.
“A better understanding of the
availability and type of employment
lands will help the region to retain and
attract businesses and investment,”
says Gay. “This information is a key
tool to ensuring economic growth,
and helping to create and retain jobs.”
BC’s Ministry of Jobs, Tourism
and Innovation (JTI) is an active
partner in the project.
“We are pleased to see this project
get underway”, says Diana Brooks,

Regional Manager, Kootenay Region.
“The role of the JTI is to support job
creation and investment attraction,
and to help build investmentreadiness in the region. From an
economic development perspective,
this project will provide valuable
information to the region as a whole.”
“We will start by producing an
inventory of employment lands and
their associated infrastructure and
economic assets in a universal GIS
platform,” says Terri MacDonald,
who will provide research support
for the project in her role as Regional
Innovation Chair at Selkirk College’s
Columbia Basin Rural Development
Institute. “Then we will bring together
key stakeholders to discuss the results
and identify collaborative regional

solutions. We will look closely at the
question: What is our region’s ability
to accommodate economic growth?”
In addition to providing a
comprehensive inventory of
employment lands, the project
is expected to build regional
collaboration that will help develop
solutions to shape future growth.
“When it comes to economic
development, we need to think
regionally,” says Nelson Mayor
John Dooley, who will serve on the
project’s regional advisory group. “I
feel this inventory is long overdue. It
is one of several key elements of an
economic development strategy for
the region.”
Nelson is just one community
of among over 30 municipalities,

submitted by Nakusp Mayor Karen
Hamling
I attended the BC Mayors caucus
in Penticton May 16-18, when 86
mayors from every corner of the
province, representing every size
of community, gathered to discuss
common issues and a collective
approach. The meeting was one of
the most significant and productive
meetings that I have attended in a
long time.
The main topic at the meeting
was the downloading of services
from other levels of government,
which has been a source of frustration
for BC mayors and councils for
a long time. Local governments
receive less than 10 percent of total
public revenues; 90 percent is kept
at the provincial and federal levels.
We provide 65 percent of public
infrastructure in Canada.
Downloading has been
happening since the 1990s and has
been continuing ever since with little

or no consultation. Our communities
have had to come up with the funding
in order to continue with programs
and we have had to pass those
expenses on to our taxpayers.
Our communities are the
economic engines of BC and we
have limited resources. Our funding
is raised by property taxes, fees and
charges for services, and transfers
from other orders of government.
Mandate creep has occurred and is
continuing to occur as the provincial
and federal governments continue to
download responsibilities as a means
of managing their budget deficits.
Downloading occurs when
governments stop delivering services
such as psychiatric hospitals, social
services, unconditional grants, police
grants, etc; or legislate a shift in
responsibility to the local level; or
make changes to services without
consultation and without increasing
funding as demand grows.
The 86 mayors from across

BC are calling for an immediate
discussion, beginning with the
Premier and Cabinet, to examine
the state of BC communities and
specifically for a more efficient use
of existing resources to better address
the challenges facing residents.
The BC Mayors’ Caucus
endorsed the following statement:
“BC communities are frontline
service providers for our citizens
and we are seeking a new partnership
with the provincial and federal
governments in the best interests
of all our communities. The
BC Mayors’ Caucus requests an
immediate discussion on the efficient
use of existing resources to better
address the challenges our residents
face.”
The Mayors’ Caucus decided to
move forward with an annual event.
There were many mayors who could
not attend this meeting, so a future
meeting will be in September in
Victoria.

The steering committee members
are: Mayor Dean Fortin of Victoria;
Mayor Dan Ashton of Penticton;
Mayor Shari Green of Prince
George; Mayor Jack Mussallem
of Prince Rupert; Mayor Wayne
Stetski of Cranbrook; Mayor Lori
Ackerman of Fort St. John; Mayor
Taylor Bachrach of Smithers; Mayor
Dianne Watts of Surrey; Mayor Greg
Moor of Port Coquitlam.

regional districts and tribal nation
councils that will be invited to share
data and participate in the project.
In the long term, the inventory
is expected to help make the region
more attractive to investors, build
business retention and expansion
and help communities make more
informed planning decisions.
The project is supported by a
broad range of partners, including:
Community Futures of East
Kootenay; Kootenay Association for
Science and Technology; the Ministry
of Jobs, Tourism and Innovation
(JTI); and the Columbia Basin Rural
Development Institute (RDI) at
Selkirk College. The project is funded
by the Southern Interior Beetle Action
Coalition, Community Futures
East Kootenay, and the Columbia
Basin Trust. The Selkirk College
Geospatial Research Centre will
provide geospatial mapping support.

Employment lands project launched in Kootenay-Boundary

Historic meeting of BC mayors calls for realignment of resources
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Government
cutbacks affect vets

In response to recent media
coverage regarding military suicides
and the government’s proposed medical
services cutbacks, the Legion’s BC/
Yukon Command is fighting for public
recognition of the importance of
intervention for our military serving
members suffering from mental trauma
and PTSD.
For years the Legion has been filling
the gap where services for veterans are
lacking. We know firsthand how hard it
is for veterans and their families trying
to cope with mental issues resulting from
military service.
There is no question that the federal
government provides certain levels of
benefits and programs. However, these
only go so far and the need is far greater
than we are made to believe. The Legion
is directly working with Veterans to
transition them back to health and back
into the community.
In the absence of a tailored,
responsive, and comprehensive
continuum of care for our returning
military, the Legion in BC/Yukon has
been making a powerful, practical
difference by offering one-of-a-kind
programs, with life-changing impact:
Veterans Transition Program (with UBC)
for Veterans Suffering Post-traumatic
Stress; Military Skills Conversion
Program (with BCIT) for Veterans
Re-entering the Marketplace; Cockrell
House for Homeless Veterans.
The Legion does NOT receive any
Government funding for these programs!
These three programs are made possible
by virtue of our ongoing fundraising.
In 153 communities throughout British
Columbia and Yukon, Legion volunteers
contribute over 600,000 hours a year.
More and more of those service hours
are now focused on engaging the new
generation of veterans and trying to help
them transition back to their families.
Legionnaires and Ladies Auxiliaries
know firsthand that military families
bear more than their fair share of the

load when one of their own serves in
the Canadian Military. We fundraise,
we reach out, and we provide a second
family of support for them. Many of
our members are not military related
themselves, but they are with us because
they care.
There is a tremendous need in our
veteran community right now. From the
veterans who are homeless to the silently
suffering 26-year-old who doesn’t sleep
anymore, it is the responsibility of all
Canadians to reach out to them.
Stepping up to the perceived stigmas
of post-traumatic stress, to the plight of
homelessness, and to the rejections of
re-entering the workforce – this is what
the Royal Canadian Legion is doing in
British Columbia and Yukon for a new
generation of veterans returning from
overseas duties.
The Royal Canadian Legion BC/
Yukon is speaking up for those who have
served this country with honour when we
say they should get more services, not
less. The cost to society will be borne
by us all for years to come.
Royal Canadian Legion
BC/Yukon Command

EI reform

I have a strong objection to the
draconian reform in Employment
Insurance. Here in the Kootenays, many
citizens have no year-round employment.
Even the employed seldom have work
for over three days a week. That way,
employers do not to have to pay any
perks or insurance. British Columbia
medical insurance is paid out of pocket.
Most full-time work is reserved for the
few who have their own businesses. At
best, many of the employed only have
3-4 months of steady work in a tourist
business. If there is no EI available for
most resident home owners and renters
here in the Kootenays, the application
of these draconian measures will further
depopulate large sections of your riding.
At my age of 80 and counting, I too
have a tough time of it even with a yearly
income of $36,000 with taxes already
taking about 50%. I can no longer work
as I am disabled. I know that I will lose
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my home care supporter.
As it is, I consider the proposed
changes in EI to be very demeaning.
These changes will cause further erosion
in families all over the country, as the
person applying for EI must now accept
any position anywhere from Windsor
to Nunavut and from Newfoundland
to Victoria.
This change is being created to
reduce the EI payments to a minimum,
thus saving federal money. Part of the
consideration by the federal government
is to reduce Canadian unemployment
figures to below 5 percent. This is
arbitrary and dictatorial.
Paul Woolgar
Kaslo

Human intrusion
on bear habitat

“Until he extends his circle of
compassion to include all living things,
man will not himself find peace.” (Albert
Schweitzer)
Traditionally, grizzlies spend a few
weeks in our valley in early spring. This
year, as the bears padded along their
paths the winds blew enticing scents
(perceptible to a distance of 28 km),
which included improperly disposed
livestock carcasses and refuse. Their
walk through this valley was their
shadow of death.
This spring, three grizzlies at
one site were killed (two lured by a

baited snare), a fourth one at the same
location left evidence of its presence,
and a fifth grizzly nearby was trapped
and transported. Several severed bear
paws were also discovered discarded
in a ditch along the valley highway.
These events were the result of blatant
mismanagement and gross negligence
of livestock and refuse and disrespect
and disregard for other living things. It
is unacceptable and inexcusable.
Man has intruded on the bears’
environment. We must respect wildlife
and ensure their survival as a crucial
entity. The world grizzly population
is precarious at best and quickly
diminishing.
In 2011 the BC Wildlife Act was
being amended so that the public
can be ticketed and fined for the
“mismanagement of attractants that
could invite wildlife such as grizzly
and black bears, cougars, coyotes and
wolves.” This new law is in effect now
and fines have been levied.
There is excellent information and
assistance available to communities
within our province from agencies such
as Bear Smart, Bear Aware, the KettleGranby Grizzly Bear Project, the Valhalla
Wilderness Society. There are numerous
websites: www.revelstokebearaware.org
is a commendable tribute to saving bears
by eliminating the people problems.
Our intrusion into wildlife habitat
is upsetting the critical natural system,

creating unnecessary cost to taxpayers
and causing a potential safety problem
to the public. We must be mindful,
responsible, and held accountable for
our actions and the impact it causes on
wildlife and the environment.
L. Wood and C. Spicer
Edgewood

MP’s motion to
update Safety Code 6

Our Canadian Safety Code 6
permits many, many times more RF
radiation exposure to humans than
most European and Asian countries.
MP Alex Atamanenko has introduced
the following motion in the House of
Commons: “That, in the opinion of the
House, the government should convene a
panel of expert witnesses and hold public
hearings, to review the need to update
Safety Code 6, based on recent scientific
evidence that existing requirements do
not adequately protect the safety and
health of Canadians, particularly those
individuals who are electro-sensitive,
in light of increasing exposure to nonionizing microwave radiation, such as
Smart Meters.” Alex has prepared a
petition in support of this motion. He
proposes that we contact his office for
copies of this petition. You can also sign
the petition at the office of the Valley
Voice if you are in New Denver.
Norbert Duerichen
New Denver
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Did you know?? Why oppose the
According to the website www.
pipeline?
stopsmartmetersbc.ca:
• Smart meters are not CSA/UL
approved and have caused over 900
house fires.
• World Health Organization has
classified the radiation from smart meters
as a Class 2B possible cancer risk, the
same as DDT, lead, chloroform, etc.
•BC Hydro has already scheduled
a 30% increase in hydro costs to cover
the cost of the smart meters program.
Many have already found that the cost
of their bills double or more once the
smart meter is installed. And another
increase in rates will come when Hydro
introduces time-of-use or ‘peak hour’
rates. So that’s a triple whammy increase
on all our hydro bills.
• A number of states as well as
places in Ontario and Italy are offering
a wired smart meter that has none of the
risks of wireless exposure and none of
the meter-to-meter communication at a
greatly reduced price compared to BC’s
wireless meters.
• There is a steady increase in
the number of people who are hypersensitive to electromagnetic fields. Drs.
Hallberg and Oberfeld released a report
documenting this increase, and, based
on steadily increasing rates, they project
that 50% of the population will be hypersensitive to electromagnetic radiation
by 2017. Symptoms would include
headache/migraines, insomnia, vertigo,
heart irregularities, joint and muscle pain,
concentration and memory difficulties,
anxiety, and depression.
• David Chalk, Cyber Security
Expert, warns that a hacker could bring
down the whole electrical grid. The
worst case scenario could be a nation
state attack. He has challenged Hydro
or anyone to allow him to show them
how he can hack the grid. Banks are
now refusing to use wireless technology
because they cannot guarantee against
information loss due to hacking.
• Comparing cell phone radiation
exposure to smart meter radiation
exposure, Daniel Hirsch, expert on
nuclear policy, concludes that smart
meter exposure is 100 times greater than
that of a cell phone due to the fact that
the meters emit whole body radiation
compared to the radiation from cell
phones which focuses on the brain.
• And, this is the kicker! In no place
where smart meters have been in place
(Ontario, Australia, California) has
energy usage been reduced because
people need to use their energy during
the day, yet associated monthly bills
have increased.
There are currently 48 municipalities
and cities in BC, including Vancouver,
that have requested a moratorium on
smart meters or an option to opt out
of the smart meter program. Ask your
council members to make Nakusp the
49th council to vote for a moratorium
against smart meters.
Locking your meter and putting up a
no trespassing sign is not illegal. It is your
right to protect your health and privacy.
Walter Pasieka and Mary Freebairn
Nakusp

Question: “Why oppose the
pipeline? The way I see it, it is needed
to move energy from one location to
another. I can’t stand people with the
attitude of ‘not in my back yard.’ We all
drive cars, and heat our homes.”
The pipeline would be fine if it
didn’t threaten the habitat it will pass
through, if the product it was carrying
wasn’t responsible for massive global
pollution that threatens extinction of
humankind, and if the fossil fuel product
shipped across the Pacific Ocean on
ocean tankers wouldn’t destroy 40,000
sustainable present-day jobs and the
ocean life that all of us depend on for
our existence! So it is not about ‘not in
our backyard’ – it is a personal heartfelt
call for North Americans to evolve
and for all of us to invest in existing
healthful technologies that enhance
our existence on Earth, not destroy it
through disrespect for life and powerful
annihilating greed.
Humankind’s lack of imagination,
and the inability to adapt to signals of
danger has caused the collapse of many
civilizations. So do you personally have
what it takes to choose a new technology
and a new way of thinking? Would you
have balked at the world being round
instead of flat, or driving a vehicle
instead of riding a horse? How about
leaving your homeland where you are
likely going to be massacred? Some
people genetically are adapted to be
flexible and grasp beneficial change –
they are the survivors. The people who
cling to the old ways of doing life, even
when proven life-threatening – die.
The oil sands, and the hurry to sell
it off now threatens the entire health of
planet Earth and all who live on her. Yes,
the oil sands are a tremendous resource,
and some day, with extensive research,
it may be utilized in an environmentally
safe way. The oil will be valuable
beyond belief because it will be so rare!
Humankind will need this resource far
into the future. Oil will be so precious
– much more precious than plastic toys,
plastic bags, or disposable lighters. We
as responsible humans must allow for the
wise use of our precious resource. There
is no hurry to sell it off for a bargain and
destroy the integrity of our world health
as well.
Harper says we need these oil
sands jobs to pay for social services
and the pensions, but he has been
eradicating these social services. One in
four Canadian dollars is now invested
in the business of war. Now if that
sounds similar to the American military
agenda, you are right. Oil dollars are
needed to build up fortress America and
the New World Order, fuel supplies are
needed to fly the jet-fighters and propel
the massive military carriers to wage
wars to capture other nations’ fossil
fuel resources. Canada is contributing
our public Canadian resources to the
Corporate New World Order. Harper
and his corporate cronies will have
you believe that they are the good guys
and are working on your and Canada’s

behalf, that is what they want you to
believe. So who are you? A person who
heeds the danger call and adapts, or the
person who marches off to oblivion in
complicity?
For your information from the Globe
and Mail: the world’s corporations have
an excess of unemployed super-tankers.
Alert! Financial loss! So the shipping
of fossil fuel in super-tankers off the
endangered West Coast of Canada helps
tidy up that money leak. Whew! Thank
you Canada for your sacrifice to the wellbeing of global corporations!
Keep in mind, that the ‘Responsible
Resource Management’ rhetoric of
Joe Oliver’s Corporate Canada (Joe, a
long-time Bay Street profiteer) believes
in shipping fuel all over the world by
super-tankers, but not in shipping fuel
from Western Canada to Eastern Canada
for a cheaper buying price in an existing
pipeline (whose expensive heating fuel
arrives by tanker traffic from a foreign
land). ‘Responsible’ Conservative-style
means threatening coastlines and all life
with super-tanker traffic so that tankers
make money for the corporate owners.
Clever greedy corporate warmongers!
Love!
Susan Eyre
Yahk

Climate Change

In responding to Roger Pratt’s
letter (May 16, 2012), it’s so filled with
inaccurate and false and misleading
information it’s hard to know where
to begin. But let’s start with his first
assertion and allow me to say that I
did not claim that we’re all doomed
“because of future climate change” just
because March was the warmest March
“ever recorded in North America.”
That’s a really slothful and misleading
misrepresentation of what I actually
wrote.
Neither David Suzuki nor Al Gore
are climate scientists and hence whatever
they may say on the topic should take
this into account. I don’t rely on either
of these gentlemen’s prognostications
about future climate nor should Mr. Pratt.
James Lovelock is also not a climate
scientist.
And James Hansen, who is a climate
scientist, by no means ever predicted
that today’s temperature would be 3 or
4 degrees C higher than it was in 1986
and if Mr. Pratt is going to spread such
misinformation he should include a
citation that points to verifiable evidence
of such claims.
I dare say he’d be hard pressed to
do this because the claim is preposterous
and flies in the face of the facts, which
are that earth’s mean annual temperature
has increased about 1°C since 1950
and is rising at a rate of about .2°C per
decade. Mr. Hanson knows this better
than I or almost anyone does so to claim
that he predicted temps would rise by a
whopping 3°C or 4°C between 1986 and
today is just plain silly and constitutes
propaganda of the worst kind.
As far as Mr. Lovelock’s comment is
concerned, we undoubtedly know vastly
more today about what our climate is
doing than we knew 20 years ago, hugely
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more. Moreover, temperatures have risen
since that time and over the past dozen
years quite precisely as predicted by the
climate science community in myriad
reports, including ‘The Copenhagen
Diagnosis,’ published in late 2009 by
the Climate Centre of the University of
New South Wales in Australia under the
imprimatur of the IPCC.
As far as Mr. Pratt’s assertion that
“all of the scientific climate change
models that have been predicting large
temperature increases have been wrong”
is concerned, this is just plain old
hogwash. First, I don’t know what
Mr. Pratt considers to be a “large
temp increase” but the climate science
community has never predicted that
earth’s mean annual temp would rise by
more than a few degrees C by the year
2100, as is expressed in the IPCC’s 4th
Assessment Report, published in spring
2007 (a report that’s freely available
as PDF download from the IPCC’s
website).
That report predicts a range of
possible temp increases between 2°C and
6°C by the year 2100, depending on how
different variables are treated, e.g., the
rate of C02 emissions between now and
that year and the probability of positive
feedbacks kicking in, increased methane
emissions caused by melting permafrost
in northern latitudes, for example.
For the sake of brevity, I’ll not rebut
Mr. Pratt’s arguments about oil sands
development in Alberta, albeit it would
be rather easy to shred them and show
just how false and misleading they are.
Maybe another time on this one.
As far as Mr. Giaever’s resignation
from the American Physical Society is
concerned, he was joined by one other,
Harold Lewis, Emeritus Professor of
Physics and former department chairman
at the University of California, Santa
Barbara, who resigned October 6, 2010.
So that’s all of two, out of some 50,000
members, which doesn’t strike me as
representing any heavy groundswell of
protest over the APS’s official stance
on the question of global warming and
climate change. To read their policy
statement, go to http://en.wikipedia.org/
wiki/American_Physical_Society. It’s a
reasonable position that’s also held by
the world’s leading scientific societies
and institutions, including the National
Science Foundation in the US and the
American Geophysical Union, as well
as the American Physical Society.
I won’t belabour Mr. Pratt’s attacks
upon Mr. Gore and others except to
say that they are tiring repetitions of
ad hominem attacks we hear from the
denialosphere every day, which have
zero relevance in the debate. He may
choose to waste his breath on such, but
I won’t.
Further to this, I would respectfully
urge that Mr. Pratt pay attention to the
science, which is all freely available
on the web, and couch his arguments
around facts and evidence as presented
in published science as opposed to
whatever those who aren’t climate
scientists might have to say or be
rumoured to have said on the topic.
Me, I much prefer to deal in facts
and hard evidence, not allegations or

unfounded claims and assertions that
make little sense and have no basis in
reality.
Sean Rooney
Vallican

Standing in support
of the Sinixt

This statement was issued at the
opening of the Aboriginal Gathering
Place at Selkirk College, Castlegar
campus on May 24, 2012.
Hello. My name is Dennis Zarelli.
I live in Vallican, in the Slocan Valley.
I have asked permission from multiple
Sinixt people to be allowed to share my
thoughts in this statement. With their
blessings they requested me to present
my statement publicly so that they could
witness the presentation of my statement.
They have asked that I only express their
position so that my statement would be
able to put these issues beyond a First
Nations vs. First Nations issue and into
the realm of much broader consideration.
Other than that request, these thoughts
and feelings are my own.
While living in this area I have
participated in many ceremonies and
events hosted by the Sinixt people
associated with the occupation of the
heritage site at Vallican and the property
purchased by Colville tribe where
the appointed Sinixt Headman and
his family reside. I’m honoured to
have witnessed many attempts by
these same Sinixt people to protect the
land and water quality, wildlife and
fisheries habitat, to build a ceremonial
pithouse, to repatriate and rebury 62
ancestral remains, to provide community
education and community service. The
generosity shown to myself, my family,
and my community is truly inspiring.
I have spent my entire life
surrounded by native communities and
have been inspired by the traditional and
spiritual ways that I have witnessed. It is
because of these experiences that I am
deeply saddened to have also witnessed
the attempts by the Okanagan Nation
Alliance (ONA) and the Confederated
Colville Tribe to undermine the efforts
of the appointed Sinixt representatives
to uphold their responsibilities under
the whuplak’n, the traditional law of
this territory.
I have attempted to contact ONA
on several occasions and all attempts
have received no response. I was told
by the ONA communications person
that she wasn’t allowed to communicate
or respond to my letters and that she can
only forward them to the ONA Chiefs.
I attended the Columbia River
Salmon Feast and ceremony held last
year and spoke with people attending
from their respective areas who were not
aware of their representatives’ actions
against the Sinixt or their claiming of
the Sinixt territory. I am aware of far
too many incidents that lack the proper
respect and acknowledgement of the
honour and integrity that is undertaken
by these Sinixt representatives and our
broader community on behalf of all
beings, human and non-human, animate
and inanimate, that share the territory
continued on page 20
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KASLO & AREA

Kaslo council, May 22: Transfer station issues addressed
by Jan McMurray
• Issues with the road to the transfer
station were discussed at an on-site
meeting May 8 with Mike Morrison of
the RDCK, Glen Walker of the Village,
and Richard Marchand of KDCFS.
The RDCK has asked KDCFS to find
an alternate route to its operating area
because KDCFS contractors have
refused to keep the transfer station gate
locked. Although KDCFS has an active
road permit for the road, Marchand has
agreed to try to find an alternate route.
Covering the cost of the construction
of the alternate route is now under
discussion among the three parties.

Real Estate in Kaslo and
North Kootenay Lake
www.century21kaslo.com
kul@century21kaslo.com
250-505-4722
Century21 Mountainview Realty Ltd.

In researching this issue, the parties
have discovered that the transfer station
gate is outside of the boundaries
specified in the lease between the
RDCK and the Crown for the transfer
station. The transfer station itself does
not entirely conform with the lease
area either. The RDCK is in the process
of applying for an amendment to the
transfer station tenure so it will cover
all the land currently being used for the
transfer station.
There is also some question as
to whether the Village’s quarry is
encroaching on Crown land. Mayor
Lay reported that the RDCK will GPS
the area to determine property lines.
• Ted Fitzgerald presented his
business plan for the Merriwake, a 1929
fishing boat that he has moored in Kaslo
Bay as a heritage tourist attraction. He
asked council if he could rent moorage
space for the boat at the public tourist
dock for the summer.
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Councillor Lang said although
he applauds Fitzgerald’s efforts, the
Village would like to have moorage
space available for the boating public.
He informed Fitzgerald that council has
recently adopted a policy to disallow
long-term moorage at the dock.
The issue was referred to the
Development Services Committee for
recommendation to council.
• John Addision attended on behalf
of the Central Kootenay Invasive
Plant Committee to ask council
to help get information out to the
public about invasive plants, which
are “becoming epidemic throughout
the province.” He said hawkweed,
hogweed and knapweed are problems
in Kaslo. Council agreed to distribute
the brochures he provided through

the Village office. The issue will
be discussed further in committee
(Development Services).
• The construction of the
campground washrooms project was
over budget by $29,007.94 as at the end
of April. Deputy Clerk Carol Hughes
provided a report explaining that the
Village had budgeted $140,000 for the
project over two years (2011 and 2012),
and that expenses to the end of April
total $169,007.94.
• Information from a man interested
in developing a micro hydro project
on Kaslo River was referred to the
Development Services Committee for
recommendation to council.
• Foreman Walker has identified
a serious water loss issue in Kaslo’s
system. With help from the CBT

Water Smart program, two of the City
of Cranbrook’s public works crew
may come to Kaslo to help resolve
it. Correspondence from Meredith
Hamstead of the CBT Water Smart
program asks Walker to come up with
a plan of action and a proposal for
costs. Walker will be asked to bring
these to the June Development Services
Committee meeting.
• Councillor Hewat’s suggestion
of a 4-way stop at the corner of 4th
and Front Streets was referred to the
Development Services Committee for
recommendation to council.
• Helping Hand Trust was granted
free use of the Vimy Park picnic shelter
and a waiver of the $250 damage
deposit for the July 1 Fundraiser Run
and Walk.

submitted
The Kaslo Food Security Project is
presenting an evening about Crown land
for agriculture on June 13 at 7:30 pm at
St. Andrew’s Heritage Hall in Kaslo.
“We hope to support local farmers
who are having challenges securing
farmland so that they might secure
land and be able to focus on long-term,
sustainable farming in Kaslo and Area
D,” said Aimee Watson of the Food
Security Project.
The evening will be about Crown
land that is available and how to apply
for it. The Kaslo Food Security Project
has partnered with a student from Selkirk
College to provide indepth mapping that
highlights Crown land that is potentially
arable. These maps will be shown at the
presentation, with further information
about aspect and access.
“We are asking those that are
familiar with Crown land in Area D to
join us to help identify land that is already
tenured or has other barriers, so that we
do not recommend land that may be
unsuitable or unavailable,” said Watson.
Information about the two types of
applications for the use of the crown
land will also be provided at the meeting.

The Kaslo Food Security Project
will be applying to lease land as well
and will be looking for a team of local
residents who would like to assist in
this process. A steering committee will

be established to create a farm plan and
secure farmers that will steward the land.
For further information, contact
Aimee Watson at 250-353-7120 or email
aimeewatson@nklcss.org

submitted
Marge Buchanan is Kaslo’s Citizen
of the Year.
Many glowing letters were sent
in, nominating Marge for the honour
this year.
Marge has contributed to the
community in many ways. She has
served as director of the Kaslo Golf
Club and the Kaslo Curling Club. She
has also given many volunteer hours
to the Victorian Hospital of Kaslo
Auxiliary Society, and has spent time
reading to children at the school.

Marge is probably best known
in the community for organizing and
playing piano for the famed Singing
Grannies.
Every letter of support for Marge’s
nomination mentioned her kind and
compassionate nature. She interacts with
everyone – friends, family and strangers
– with kindness and compassion, and
has touched the lives of many.
Kaslo is incredibly fortunate to
have Marge Buchanan as part of our
community. A big thank you and
congratulations to Marge!

by Jan McMurray
The Lardeau Valley Community
Hall will get a new, insulated roof this
summer.
The RDCK board has approved
a $14,000 grant from the Community
Works Fund (gas tax monies) towards
the project. Columbia Basin Trust
funding of $100,000 has also been
secured. With the majority of the funding

for the $160,000 project in place, the roof
replacement will proceed this season.
Trent Toker, president of the Lardeau
Valley Community Club and retired
contractor, says the club hopes to hire
four local unemployed forestry workers
and teach them some carpentry skills.
The hall roof is currently leaking,
and heating bills are high due to the lack
of proper insulation.

Crown land for Agriculture meeting

Come see our collection of handwoven palm hats, along with lots of
new summer dresses. And we have
our children’s sunhats back too! Now
open 7 days a week.

Kaslo Citizen of the Year – Marge Buchanan

New roof for Lardeau Hall

Front St, Kaslo • 250-353-2566
Toll-free 1-866-706-2566
Cherries Jubilee Waffle

$9.50

Belgian-style Waffle topped with brandy flambéed cherries and ice cream
Belgian waffle with pure maple syrup and butter $8.50

• Fresh Meat Cut Daily
• Fresh & Frozen Seafood
• Freezer Packs
• Deli Sandwiches to go
• Awesome Cheese Selection
• Fresh & Smoked Sausage
• Smoked Salmon
• Awesome Beef Jerky
• Custom Cutting
• Weekly Instore Specials

Victorian Hospital of Kaslo Auxiliary Society (VHKAS) celebrated 110 years on May 10, Health Care Auxiliary Day,
at the Thrift Store. President Honora Cooper and Kaslo Councillor Suzan Hewat read the Proclamation declaring
May 10 as Health Care Auxiliary Day. Victorian Hospital of Kaslo Auxiliary Society had a special sale day at the
Thrift Store to honour all its volunteers past and present for 110 years of community service. The special $1 sale
was a great success with customers. Everyone enjoyed coffee donated by Sunnyside Naturals and cream puffs
donated by Lucia De Santos. Landmark Bakery provided the cake honouring the auxiliary’s 110th year of service.
As always, the community came out and supported the auxiliary. A special thanks to Sunnyside Naturals and
Lucia for their donations, and to the community of Kaslo and surrounding area for their much appreciated support.
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Silverton council, May 15: Beautification and signage on 2012 agenda
By Jan McMurray
• Mayor Provan announced a
change in the council committee
structure. There will now be a
Committee of the Whole on the
first Tuesday of every month at 7
pm, a Facilities, Recreation and
Beautification Committee as needed,
and a Green Committee as needed.
• The Memorial Hall
management contract was referred
to the Committee of the Whole
meeting. Council is considering
changing the contract to include
marketing and minor maintenance
duties. Mayor Provan reported that
it costs $3,000-$3,500 per year to
operate the hall, and she has met
with the manager to discuss ways to
increase hall use.
• Mayor Provan reported on the
Association of Kootenay Boundary
Local Governments conference in
April. She said the “buzz word”
was “regional collaboration.” Local

governments were encouraged to
have projects ready to go, as federal
funding opportunities will likely
be coming up. Provan said she
would like Silverton to work on
beautification projects, improved
signage and sub-regional projects
with the Villages of New Denver
and Slocan and Area H. Council
agreed to research the Communities
in Bloom program to see if it is viable
for Silverton to participate in 2013.
Silverton’s 2012 budget includes
$9,000 for signage.
• The sub-regional project to
purchase a speed reader board
will not go ahead as planned
because not enough money was
raised through the CBT Community
Initiatives program, but the Village
or a community group may want to
pursue this for the village.
• Silverton’s electronic recycling
program will be more cost efficient
this year; the Village will purchase

a very large bin for $200 that will
only have to be hauled twice a year
at $250 each time. New Denver and
Area H are considering contributing
$125 each to the program.
• Councillor Clark reported on
a tour of the fuel reduction project
underway by the Slocan Integral
Forest Co-operative. He said the
project will not only reduce the
wildfire hazard, but will also result
in a healthier forest.
• Silverton resident Terry Everett
copied the Village on a letter of
complaint he sent to Telus about
poor phone service in Silverton
during rainy weather. Melisa Miles,
administrative assistant, said Telus
is aware of the problem. Councillor
Main expressed appreciation for
receiving a copy of the letter, and
asked that it be kept on file.
• Councillor Main reported
on a meeting regarding the move
toward an integrated transit service

by Jan McMurray
The Slocan Valley Grassroots
Grammas are busy organizing their
next fundraiser – Tools and Treasures,

a deluxe rummage sale – to take place
July 21 at Winlaw Hall.
Anyone with items to donate for
the sale is asked to contact Linda at

250-226-7445.
“We’re looking for beautiful
things,” said Lois Lawrence, member
of the group. “Maybe it’s time to give
up those nice cups in the cupboard
that are never used.”
The key organizer of the event
is the owner of the former Carlotta’s
boutique in Winlaw.
The Grassroots Grammas are part
of the Stephen Lewis Foundation,
raising funds and awareness in
support of grandmothers in Africa
who are turning the tide of HIV/AIDS
in their communities. The Slocan
Valley group has raised over $2,200
for the cause so far and has only been
at it for a year.
In February, the Grassroots
Grammas ran the concession for the
Word of Mouth storytelling event,
and last November, they hosted the
radio play, ‘It’s a Wonderful Life,’ in
New Denver and Vallican.
The group started out making doll
clothes and diapers to sell to people
locally, but has decided to focus their
fundraising efforts on holding events.

Deluxe rummage sale items wanted

Silverton area resident Doug Sexton participated in the 25th Anniversary Rick Hansen Relay
in Crescent Valley on April 22. Sexton was one of 7,000 participants to carry the handcrafted
sterling silver medal in the relay, starting in Newfoundland in August 2011 and ending in BC in
May 2012. All medal-bearers received a replica medal as a memento.

Support the
Valley Voice
with a voluntary
subscription

Only $10-$30

Send Cheque or Money Order to:
At the 15th annual Spring Market on May 12, the Whole School Support Committee drew the winners
for this year’s Whitewater Ski Resort Raffle. Nelle Maxey receives her first prize 2013 Whitewater
Season’s Pass from student Rowyn Brown. Second prize went to Solona Armstrong and third prize to
Ron and Sara Mulvey. The school thanks everyone who bought tickets and supported the school.

The Valley Voice
Box 70
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0

for the region. The Regional
Districts of Central Kootenay and
Kootenay Boundary are working
on coordinating schedules, sharing
buses, etc. She said it will take a year
to set this up.
• Councillor Main reported
that the Slocan Valley Economic
Development Commission and
the Slocan District Chamber of
Commerce will partner to undertake
a Business Retention and Expansion
Program for the Slocan Valley. The
program will identify the needs of
businesses in the valley and try to
address them. Terri MacDonald of
the Rural Development Institute at
Selkirk College has offered support
for the program.
• Council received two items

of correspondence regarding BC
Hydro’s smart meter program. A
letter from the president of the Red
Mountain Residents Association
encourages council to pursue any
avenue that would result in a “critical
review” of the program. Over 40
landowners on Red Mountain Road
have serious concerns about smart
meters.
The City of Vancouver provided a
copy of its recently passed resolution
calling for an option to opt out of
the smart meter program and more
information from BC Hydro about
the infrastructure involved.
The Village of Silverton has
already sent two letters registering
objection to the program, and agreed
to send out a third.
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Nakusp council, May 14: Council will ask for public meeting on smart meters
by Jan McMurray
• Council will write a letter to
Minister of Energy and Mines Rich
Coleman, expressing displeasure that the
UBCM motion calling for a moratorium
on the smart meter program has been
disregarded. Council will ask BC Hydro
to arrange a public meeting in Nakusp
about smart meters.
• Mayor Hamling reported that Dr.
Sayed Subswari will start work at the
medical clinic on July 3. Housing has
been found for him.
• Council will provide a letter
of support for NACFOR’s project to
create and install interpretive signage on
Jackrabbit Trail. NACFOR is applying
for CBT Environmental Initiatives
Program funding for the project.
School District
No. 10
(Arrow Lakes)
CASUAL CALL-OUT EMPLOYEES
School District No. 10 (Arrow Lakes) is accepting applications
for casual employees throughout the district in the following
job classification:
- School Secretary
Successful candidates will have their names placed on the
C.U.P.E. Casual Call-Out List and are needed to replace full
and part-time employees on an as required basis. A resume
outlining grade 12 completion, qualifications, and experience
should be attached to your application.
For further information please contact the School Board
office in Nakusp, 265-3638 between the hours of 8:30 a.m.
and 4:00 p.m.
Please Note: that prior to being placed on the casual call-out
list, applicants must submit to a criminal record search.
School District No. 10 (Arrow Lakes)
P.O. Box 340, Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0

Hoping For a
HOT TIME
this
SUMMER!
Check Out
Our
BBQs &
CAMPING
SUPPLIES

Igloo Building
Supplies
88 3rd Ave NW
NAKUSP, BC
250-265-3681

OPEN 7 AM to 5:30 PM
weekdays, 9-5 Saturdays
Closed Sundays & Stat
holidays

GARDEN
CENTRE OPEN
Mon - Sat

• The Nakusp and Area Development
Board has provided NACFOR with
$1,500 to get started on a feasibility study
for bio-energy.
• Council increased the number of
nights campers may stay at the municipal

campground from 10 to 14.
• The planned addition to the Kim’s
Kustoms building has cleared another
hurdle. The Development Permit
Application was approved, with a
condition to develop a landscaping plan

for the highway side that is acceptable
to staff.
At the last meeting, a reduction in
the side setback was approved for the
development.
• Two complimentary hot springs

passes will be included with property tax
notices every year until council decides
otherwise. Council has done this for
many years to thank property owners for
their support of the Village-owned and
operated facility.

by Jan McMurray
McDonald Creek Provincial Park
Campground on the Arrow Lakes will
see an addition of 26 campsites at an
estimated cost of $563,000.
Most of the new sites – 19 of the
26 – will be located in the present
overflow area, which is an open field
known locally as Legion Park. The
remaining seven sites will be in the
current campsite loop configuration.
Once the campsites are added,
travellers looking for last-minute
overnight accommodation may be
accommodated in the boat launch
trailer parking lot, reported a Parks
spokesperson.
The park covers 468 hectares of
lakeside property along a two-mile-long
stretch of beach. When asked why the
campground would not be extended
along the beach to create more lakeside
campsites, the spokesperson replied:
“The design is centered around already
impacted areas within the current
footprint in proximity to the present
servicing infrastructure.”
Servicing infrastructure consists
of four stations with pit toilets, water

standpipes, and bear-proof garbage
cans. All 46 existing sites are unserviced.
No further infrastructure is planned
along with the expansion, but the
spokesperson said that “preliminary
design work is contemplated for sanidump and shower feasibility.”
“These improvements all occur
within the intensive recreation zoning
and are fully in keeping with the park’s
management direction statement,” said
the Parks spokesperson.
The spokesperson said the timeline
for the project is “contingent on
available fiscal funding.”
This is one of the recently
announced 120 projects in 89 parks
throughout the province. BC Parks’
capital budget this year is $13.98 million
– $3 million more than last year’s.
Of that budget, the Interior region is
allocated $6.71 million; the North $2.66
million; the West Coast $2.23 million
and the South Coast $2.38 million.
The BC Government and Service
Employees’ Union has issued a press
release stating that the announcement
of the additional $3 million capital
funding for BC Parks, “while welcome,

is only a small fraction of needed
re-investment, and does nothing to
address the critical lack of staff.” Since
2001, the BC Liberal government
has cut $10 million from the BC
Parks operating budget, states the

release. “The government’s own study
shows that every dollar invested in our
parks system generates $10 in tourism
revenue. BC’s parks should be near the
top of the government’s priority list for
re-investment.”

Nakusp RCMP responded to a report that a tractor unit hauling two chip trailers had driven off Highway 6 West
near Burton on May 18. Witnesses reported the tractor unit was travelling at a high rate of speed and then
drove off the road and into a forested area. The driver (the lone occupant) was removed from the vehicle by BC
Ambulance Service and the Nakusp Road Rescue Team. The driver sustained minor injuries, but the vehicle
was completely demolished. Alcohol was determined to have been a factor in the collision. The driver was issued
driving prohibition under Section 215 of the Motor Vehicle Act along with a violation ticket for Failing to Keep Right.
The Nakusp RCMP are continuing to investigate this incident and further charges are anticipated.

submitted
The Province will consult with First
Nations and residents of the Columbia
River Basin to ensure regional interests
help shape the future of the Columbia
River Treaty.
“We need people to know that
we’re listening – because we really
are,” said Bill Bennett, MLA Kootenay
East. “It’s essential that we shape the
future of the treaty and the Basin with
input from all those who are involved.”
The provincial Columbia River

Treaty 2014 Review will conduct
economic, environmental, social,
financial, legal and hydrological
analyses in order to make a decision
on whether to continue, amend or
terminate the Columbia River Treaty
with the United States.
As part of the review, the Province,
in collaboration with the Columbia
River Treaty Local Governments’
Committee and Columbia Basin
Trust, is holding seven information
sessions and consultation workshops

in Jaffray, Creston, Nakusp, Castlegar,
Valemount, Golden and Revelstoke
from May 29 to June 20, 2012: www.
gov.bc.ca/columbiarivertreaty. The
Nakusp session takes place June 5 at
the arena auditorium. There will be
an open house from 3 to 7 pm, an indepth conversation with representatives
from CBT and the Local Governments’
Committee from 5 to 6:30 pm, a
free dinner from 6:30 to 7 pm, and
consultation with representatives from
the Province from 7 to 9 pm.

McDonald Creek Park to expand by 26 campsites

BC launches Columbia River Treaty Review consultation

“The spring information sessions
will include an open house, a chance to
discuss issues with experts, and a free
dinner so people can continue talking
and sharing ideas before taking part in
the consultation with the Province,”
said Deb Kozak, Columbia River
Treaty Local Governments’ Committee
chair.
Further consultations are planned
for fall 2012 and separate consultations
with First Nations will also be
conducted over the same period.
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New Gerrard rainbow trout viewing platform on the Lardeau River
submitted
A new Gerrard rainbow trout
viewing platform on the Lardeau
River was recently finished to
welcome visitors on Mother’s
Day weekend, and a record run of
spawning Gerrards.
The platform was built, with the
support of a range of funders, by
the Friends of Lardeau River who
hosted an Open House on May 12.
Approximately 150 members of the
public turned out to appreciate the
group’s handiwork and witness the
spectacle of more than 900 ‘giants of
Gerrard’ spawning in the clear, clean
waters at the outlet of Trout Lake.

“We were especially pleased
that the new platform was ready in
time to coincide with yet another
record run,” said Grant Trower with
the Friends of the Lardeau River.
“We hope that it will help people
connect with this amazing fish, and
increase awareness of this important
spawning site. We feel extremely
proud of the end result and I hope the
supporting partners also feel proud
of what we have achieved together;
we could not have done it without
their help.”
Those partners included BC
Parks, the Ministry of Forests Lands
and Natural Resource Operations,

the Fish & Wildlife Compensation
Program (a partnership of BC Hydro,
the Province of BC and Fisheries and
Oceans Canada), Columbia Power
Corporation, Columbia Basin Trust,
Habitat Conservation Trust Fund,
and FortisBC.
The Open House was held only
a few days after a daily peak count
of 1,068 spawning Gerrards was
recorded on May 9. This was the
highest observed since annual daily
counts began in 1961, and the
third year in a row that the daily
peak count record has been broken
following peak counts of 995 in
2011, and 725 in 2010.

“The platform is certainly built
to last,” added Trower. “The new
design incorporates wheelchair
access and a viewing tower for the
fish counter that will enable more
accurate counts of Gerrards in the
future.”

The platform is located about
42 kilometres northwest of Meadow
Creek and the Gerrard spawning run
is expected to finish by the middle or
end of May. For anyone interested
in joining the Friends of the Lardeau
River, call 250-366-4375.

STUDIO CONNEXION GALLERY is pleased to announce
		
this season’s Art Exhibits

GALLERY

May 15 - June 2: Tsuneko KOKUBO
June 5 - 23: C. PETERS & D. HOUSTON
June 26 - July 14: Kim IZAIROVICH
July 17 - Aug. 4: Sharon BAMBER
August 7 - 25: Brigitte DESBOIS
Aug. 28 - Sept. 15: Patrizia MENTON
Sept.18 - Oct. 6: Bryn STEVENSON

Gallery Hours: 11 am to 4 pm Tuesday to Saturday
203 Fifth Avenue, Nakusp

MADDEN TIMBERFRAME HOMES
email: Dave@maddentimber.com www.maddentimber.com

250 265 3316

A new Gerrard rainbow trout viewing platform on the Lardeau River was recently finished to welcome visitors on Mother’s Day weekend, and a record run of spawning Gerrards.

• Design and Engineering
• Custom Stairs
• Concrete and Stick
• Framing
• Interior Finishing
• Wood Windows and Doors
• Entranceways
• Decks
• Timber Sales
Timber and Log Structures
Handcut traditional joinery with local wood since 2006

3rd Annual

Burton Beach Daze
The Slocan Arrow Community Music Ensemble performed its spring concert on May 6 at the Silverton Gallery.

Arrow Slocan Community Music Ensemble
by Jan McMurray
The Slocan Arrow Community
Music Ensemble performed its
spring concert on May 6 at the
Silverton Gallery.
Conducted by Jill Faulks, Hills
resident and former music teacher
at Lucerne School, the ensemble,
otherwise known as ‘the orchestra,’
typically performs one concert in the
spring in Silverton and one in the
winter at the Pavilion. The orchestra
has also played at Christmas by the
Lake in Silverton.
Members of the orchestra
are from the Arrow and Slocan
Lakes area, from Fauquier to Red
Mountain Road. The youngest
member is 11 and the oldest is in
her mid 80s. “An orchestra of all
ages was an important concept
from the beginning because we
want the orchestra to represent the
community,” said Faulks.
Most of the instruments are

strings – nine violins, one viola and
five celli – with two flutes and two
clarinets.
The orchestra started out in 1994,
and was reinvented by Miranda
Hughes and Faulks as a string
orchestra in early 2000. This second

incarnation of the orchestra was
called the Slocan Intergenerational
Community Orchestra. Now in
its third life, the Arrow Slocan
Community Music Ensemble is a
wonderful showpiece of the musical
talent in the area.

at Burton Historical
Park & Campground

June 22, 23, 24, 2012

Friday, June 22, 2012

Beer Garden and Concession stand
Horseshoe Tourney, Music and Bonfire

Saturday, June 23, 2012

Pancake Breakfast, Amazing Relay Race, LaDeDa Carnival Parade, Concession
Stand, Lawn Games, Dunk Tank, Beer Gardens, Fishing Registration

Sunday, June 24, 2012

Pancake Breakfast, Bocce, Fishing Derby, Outdoor Church Service, Volleyball
Tourney, Bingo, Beer Gardens, Concession Stand, Lawn Games

Community Potluck 5:30 pm

Event Information
Al Rolston			250-265-4290
Linda Golds		
250-265-4317
Wayne Cromwell		
250-265-3820

Panama hats, harem pants, amazing jewelry, and the
best “Boho Chic” decor in the Kootenays.
See for yourself!

Registration for Events
LaDeDa Carnival Parade
Joleyne Moroz
Amazing Relay Race		
Linda Harrop
			Barbara & Alan Ross
Fishing Derby		
Al Ralston		
Volleyball			Jerome Goodman
Campground Reservations
Christine Adshead

250-265-3373
250-265-3492
250-265-0066
250-265-4290
1-418-615-3200
250-265-4982

PROCEEDS SUPPORT COMMUNITY PARK SHELTER
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Nine-year-old Matti Erickson gave Darren Hudson a run for his money, but Darren still came out the Men’s Canadian Log Rolling Champion.

Isaiah May competed in the Boys’ Chop at Kaslo Logger Sports, May 20. This was Isaiah’s first
competition, and he acquitted himself well despite all the media attention.

The Singing Grannies performed just before their pianist, Marge Buchanan, was presented with Kaslo’s Citizen of the Year Award.

SALE PRICE – $32.99/ 10 LITRE PAIL

Spencer Remple goes fishin’ in a Jones Boys boat float in the Kaslo May Days Parade.

MAY DAYS
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Dave Anderson put on one of his legendary pig roasts at New Denver May Days.

photo credit: Carla Nemiroff

The impartial panel of judges for New Denver’s Lake Lies and Fishy Tales Dan Nicholson, Bonnie Greensword and Maggie Maloney were pleased with
Marianne Vanish’s approach to the bench. The retired schoolteacher mixed martinis for the panel, before launching into her story of being ballast on many
Slocan Lake excursions. Alas, her blatant pandering did not win her an award, although it was suggested that a new category be added, for best bribes.
Best story went to Matthew Fry. Funniest story was won by Terese DesChamp. Fishiest tale was told by Kevin Murphy and tallest tale went to Al Arnett.

New Denver May Queen Charlotte Farrell and her court wave to the crowds along the parade route during New Denver’s May Days celebrations.

Gord Butt was surprised and honoured to be recognized as a New Denver Citizen of the Year.

Barb De Rosa was honoured to accept her
award as a New Denver Citizen of the Year.

Susie Bolivar was also named a New Denver
Citizen of the Year.
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Kootenay Camas Project Seeks Citizen Scientists
submitted
Common camas is a native lily with
beautiful blue flowers and edible bulbs. It
was an important food for First Nations
throughout the Columbia Basin and in
the Pacific Northwest, where it has been
called a cultural keystone species.
Camas meadows were described
by early explorers as “blue lakes,”
and David Thompson records being
given “Root” on his journeys on the
Columbia River. Now, however, camas
is an increasingly rare find in the West
Kootenay.
In an effort to document camas
in the Kootenays, the West Kootenay
Native Plant Study Group has launched
the Kootenay Camas Project (KCP).
This project encourages local residents
to help scientists studying this important
ecological and cultural resource in the
West Kootenay region.
“We hope to involve people in
collecting data that will be useful to
scientists to assess the health and location
of camas throughout the West Kootenay.
Citizen scientists are able to cover a

large area and help us with valuable
information,” says Eva Johansson, KCP
coordinator.
Camas will begin to bloom in early
May, and anyone can report a camas
when they find it. There are a number
of ways people can share information
with project botanists, who will verify
all reports.
Budding naturalists equipped with
a camera and an internet connection can
help find where camas persists in the
West Kootenay. On the iNaturalist.org
website, people can join the Kootenay
Camas Project then upload digital
images, along with the location and time
of the photograph, and the approximate
number of flowers found in an area.
The Kootenay Camas Project is
partnering with iNaturalist for automatic
uploading and reporting from an Android
or iOS mobile device. The free app is
available from the relevant app store.
“Citizen-science efforts like iNaturalist
are rapidly emerging as rich sources of
biogeographic information for alerting
scientists where plants and animals are

The Valley Voice May 30, 2012

Kootenay Camas Project.
To learn more about Camas and the
Kootenay Camas Project, please visit
http://growwild.kics.bc.ca.

disappearing and where they persist,”
said Scott R Loarie, co-director of
iNaturalist.org and a postdoctoral fellow
at the Carnegie Institution for Science.
“These technologies are a real win-win
for conservation because, in addition to
generating urgently needed data, they get
people outdoors and help them become
more aware of the natural world.”
Mail-in ‘Camas Report Cards’ are
available at Castlegar City Hall, Digg
Garden Centre in South Slocan, RDKB
office in Trail and Selkirk Trail and
Castlegar campuses.
You can also send an email with your
camas report details to kootenaywild@
gmail.com.
The Kootenay Camas Project is a
project of the West Kootenay Native
Plant Study Group and is funded in part
by Columbia Basin Trust which delivers
social, economic and environmental

benefits to the residents of the Columbia
Basin. Selkirk College and Columbia
Power Corporation/Waneta Terrestrial
Compensation Program also support the

by Jan McMurray
Nakusp’s Re-Awakening Health
Centre has just launched a new
online store and website at www.
reawakeninghealth.com
“The whole idea behind the
website is to reach a larger market,”
said store owner Dawn Devlin. “When
we increase sales, we can offer better
pricing to local people. That’s why I’ve
expanded the store to the online world.”
The online store offers vitamins and
supplements, personal care products,
sport nutrition products, sensual
products, and yoga and meditation
accessories.

“I’m really pleased with
the website,” she said. “It’s very
professionally done, thanks to Nikta of
Maverick Design out of New Denver.”
Over the 15 years Devlin has
owned the store, she has added more
and more to the list of products
available. When she first bought the
existing health food store in 1997, she
was mainly selling vitamins, snacks,
and bulk food products. Today, the store
includes an extensive line of books,
gifts, and spiritual items as well.
“I’ve expanded on all product areas
and added more – and the website is
another expansion again,” she said.

Devlin explained that ReAwakening Health Centre is about
preventative heath on all levels. “Health
isn’t just about eating well, it’s about
taking care of the whole person. It’s
about living life in balance,” she says.
Devlin grew up in Fauquier and is
a Nakusp Secondary School graduate.
After working for 17 years in the
corporate retail world in Kelowna,
Vancouver and Calgary, she was
looking for a change. “Then the
opportunity came up to buy the health
food store back in Nakusp. I have
always been really interested in health,
so it was perfect!”

by Jan McMurray
Paradise Valley Lodge is a new
vacation home in Winlaw, owned by
long-time Valley resident Pam Sims
and her husband, David Liske.
The couple was looking for a
change when they were given the
opportunity to lease this three-acre
property with two houses. They
moved into one of the homes and
spent a year fixing up the other as a
vacation home, ideal for families or
larger groups.

“There is a need in the valley
for an intimate space for groups and
families, and the lodge is perfect for
that. It is so well suited for a vacation
rental – it’s the best use for that
house. There is nothing else quite
like it in the valley,” said Sims.
The lodge is spacious and
private, tailored especially for family
events, retreats and tourist groups.
The large backyard has a fish pond,
fire pit and culinary garden, and
storage is available for gear such as

boats and bikes. It is surrounded by
tall trees and affords mountain views.
It has easy access and ample parking.
Both Sims and Liske have
worked in construction and Sims is
an artist, so they put their skills to
use to create a beautiful living space.
“I’m really proud of it – we worked
hard to make it into a nice facility,”
said Sims.
The house is beautifully finished
with custom woodwork, features
new furniture and appliances, as
well as Sims’ artwork on the walls.
It has three bedrooms and a sleeping
loft, two large bathrooms, and an
open concept kitchen, dining and
living area.
“The research I did showed that
the valley has lots of great B&Bs and
affordable, nice places to stay for two
to four people – but we’re lacking
in places for groups where they can
cook their own food and all sit down
together in one big room,” said Sims.
“This house is perfect for that.”
Sims has lived in the Slocan
Valley and has been painting the
valley’s landscapes for over 20 years,
and Liske has lived here for seven.
They both love the place and the
community.
“The lodge has beautiful natural
lighting and is a perfect art gallery – a
dream come true!” says Sims.
The couple is offering low
introductory rates at Paradise
Valley Lodge this season. Visit
www.paradisevalleylodge.com or
www.vrbo.com/403359 for more
information

Common camas is a native lily with beautiful blue flowers and edible bulbs.

Re-Awakening Health Centre launches online store

New vacation home opens in Winlaw

beginning June 6, 2012

Paradise Valley Lodge is a new vacation home in Winlaw, owned by long-time Valley resident
Pam Sims and her husband, David Liske.

May 30, 2012 The Valley Voice

VISITOR INFORMATION

13

14

COMMUNITY

The Valley Voice May 30, 2012

Bear hazard and management study done for Upper Slocan Valley

• Concrete finishing,
decorative stamping,
staining
• Custom concrete
countertops
• Sinks and bathtubs
• Fireplace hearths and
mantels
• Garden tables
Creative concrete
solutions for your
home and business.
Patrick Baird
250-354-8562

www.elementconcrete.ca

thousands of complaints about bears
every year, resulting in high numbers
of bear mortalities and high costs
to BC taxpayers. Each bear that
is destroyed by the Conservation
Officers costs taxpayers at least
$800 – that includes a trip to set a
culvert trap and a return trip to take
the trapped bear away and destroy it.
For the COs to destroy bears in New
Denver during the time frame of the
study (2002-2008 and 2011) cost the
taxpayers an estimated $20,000 –
enough to buy bear-proof residential
bins for one-third of the residents.
McCrory explained that New
Denver has a higher hazard rating
than Silverton because it has many
more natural trails used by wildlife
and many more fruit trees. The
bears are first attracted to the ready
supply of fruit, such as cherries, and
then find other attractants, such as
garbage, pet food, outdoor freezers,
composts, and so on. Because there
have been no programs, such as
hazing and relocating them, which
would discourage them from using
these attractants in town, they
become habituated to humans and
have the potential to become a
public safety threat. If there were
programs early on to teach bears not
to come into town, the threat would
be reduced and fewer bears would
be killed.
From 2002 to 2008, 32 black
bears were killed in the Upper Slocan
Valley, and 21 of these were killed in
New Denver. No data was obtained
for the years 2009 and 2010. In
2011, 11 black bears were killed in
New Denver. There were no official
complaints in Silverton during these
time frames. These numbers do not
include kills by hunters, poachers,
or from accidents or natural causes.
During the study period, there
were three injurious incidents in the
area. Two of them were predaceous
night attacks involving campers –
one at the Shannon Lake parking
lot involving a grizzly and the other
at the Rosebery campground. The
third incident occurred last year on
the Carpenter Creek Trail in New
Denver when a resident was walking
his dog.
Data from the Conservation

Slocan Lake Golf
Club Putts & Such

The May Day Tournament sponsored by
Reitmeier Logging and Silverton Building Supply
was a great success. The clear Saturday brought out
53 golfers and aside from lots of fun, there were also
over 40 prizes given out. Donna Fasthuber and Mike
Hicks were the top winners in this Callaway-style
tourney while Kelly May and Bob Workum came
closest to the pin. Dave Welch and Barb Renaud
walked away with long drive prizes.

Officer Service shows that bear
problems in New Denver between
2002 and 2008 were mostly due
to fruit trees (43%), then garbage
(21%), chickens (9%), coolers, camp
food, pet food and barbecues (10%),
gardens (5%), outside freezers (5%),
and house break-ins (5%).
In Hills and the rural areas,
the biggest attractant is chickens.
In Silverton, McCrory pointed
to Victoria Drive as a “hot spot”
because there are many fruit trees
there.
The study recommends signage
at the campgrounds in the upper
valley, improved bear-proofing of

garbage and other attractants, and
some bylaw amendments. McCrory
said he would also like to see COs relocate bears when they first show up
in town, not after they have become
problems.
McCrory recognized the efforts
already made in the upper valley to
reduce bear-human conflict. New
Denver has spent about $50,000
on bear-proof garbage containers
and Silverton has spent about
$15,000. New Denver has recently
ordered eight more to replace the
garbage cans in Centennial Park and
elsewhere.
McCrory commended the

Harvest Share group and noted that
last year, Bear Smart Co-ordinator
Daniel Sherrod helped eight or nine
residents to set up electric fences
around fruit trees, compost piles,
etc., and hazed some bears out of the
New Denver municipal campground
and other areas.
The Village of New Denver
has also sent a letter to all residents
asking them to make sure they pick
their fruit, bear-proof their trees or
cut them down. They have plans to
remove the cherry tree at Centennial
Park and one other tree. The Public
Works Committee is also looking at
other measures.

With bear season approaching,
now is the time for residents and
businesses to implement strategies
that will decrease the number of
bears that arrive in our villages
because of attractants.
Bears are a very important
tourism and backcountry lure for
visitors. With simple and inexpensive
tactics, residents can help to reduce
the bear problems in the area, and
still enjoy natural wildlife – one of
the reasons many people visit and
move here.
This list of easy rules, with
all participating, can help avoid
attracting bears:
• store garbage where bears
cannot access it, and freeze meat
scraps until collection day. Put
garbage out in cans or bear proof
containers as close to collection time
as possible.

• Burn barbecues clean, and store
them covered and out of the wind.
• Store pet food inside and feed
pets inside, and if bears are present,
do not let them out.
• Pick fruit as soon as it is ripe,
and pick up the fallen fruit from the
ground, and if possible use electric
fencing.
• Avoid fertilizing gardens with
bone meal or fish fertilizer. Use a
plant-based fertilizer instead.
• Bring bird seed and bird feeders
inside during bear season, though a
bird bath will still attract birds.
• Add dried vegetation – leaves,
grass, straw – on compost piles, and
do not add oils, animal products or
pet waste, and locate the bin in an
open area away from bushes, or
secure inside a high fence, or electric
fence.
• Use electric fences around

beehives, orchards, and small
livestock pens, including chicken
runs and coops.
• Contact Harvest Share (250358-7225) if you cannot use all
your fruit.
• Families should make sure
small children and pets are supervised
when playing outside in bear season.
• Hikers and cyclists are advised
to keep a good pepper spray on hand
as a deterrent.
For help with bear-proofing or
for more information, contact Slocan
Valley Bear Smart Coordinators:
Daniel Sherrod 250-358-7264 and
Evelyn Kirkaldy 250-359-6611.
For help with fruit, contact Bree
Lillies at Harvest Share 358-7225.
www.getBearsmart.com and www.
env.gov.bc.ca/wld/bearsmart/
bearsmintro.html are good sources
of information.

submitted
Learn how to protect your
produce, beehives, chickens and
livestock while co-existing with
wildlife. Gardeners, beekeepers,
farmers and anyone else living
in bear country are invited to
join Slocan Valley Bear Smart
coordinators Daniel Sherrod and
Evelyn Kirkaldy for an electric
fencing workshop at Slocan Park
Hall on June 7 at 7:30 pm.

Sherrod and Kirkaldy will
demonstrate how to set up a simple
electric fencing system specifically
designed for bears, discuss
maintenance and review various
applications. At all times of the
year and while bears are asleep in
the winter, there are other predators
such as bobcat, lynx, cougar and
pine martin that are happy to feast on
valley chickens. The workshop will
cover various methods of effectively

dealing with a variety of attractants
to minimize the chances of inviting
bears and other predators to your
property.
Participants are encouraged to
bring questions.
Admission by donation.
For more info, contact Evelyn
Kirkaldy 250 359-6611 eekbears@
hotmail.com or Daniel Sherrod 250
358-7262 daniels@vws.org. www.
bearsmart.com/Kootenay.

Be bear aware and bear smart

Bear Smart electric fencing workshop

Illustration courtesy of evelyn kirkaldy

by Michael Dorsey and Jan McMurray
The Upper Slocan Valley is one
step closer to being recognized as
a Bear Smart Community now that
a bear hazard assessment and bearpeople conflict management study is
almost complete.
Wayne McCrory, bear biologist
and Daniel Sherrod, Bear Smart Coordinator have recently presented the
findings and recommendations of the
study to New Denver and Silverton
Village councils.
The study was done by McCrory
and another biologist, Maggie
Paquet, and funded by the provincial
Bear Smart Program through the
Valhalla Wilderness Society. It will
be available online in about a month
at www.vws.org and other linked
websites.
“We are recommending that the
communities in the Upper Slocan
Valley apply for Bear Smart status
so that Conservation Officers will
use re-location and other non-lethal
methods of removing bears instead
of shooting them,” said McCrory.
The benefits of the program are
improved public safety, reduced
property damage, and fewer bears
being killed.
McCrory explained that
Conservation Officers respond to

Thanks to all who participated and many
thanks to our sponsors.
Did you know that the SLGC is a great course for all levels of golfers?
Not a golfer yet? No problem, come on out, rent
some clubs and try the driving net/putting green.
Our friendly pro shop staff is happy to get you
set up!
Slocan Lake Golf Club • Just N. of New Denver on Hwy. 6 • 250-358-2408

Gardeners, beekeepers, farmers and anyone else living in bear country are invited to join Slocan Valley Bear Smart coordinators Daniel Sherrod
and Evelyn Kirkaldy for an electric fencing workshop at Slocan Park Hall on June 7 at 7:30 pm.
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What happens to our recycling?
by Henning von Krogh
New Denver Councillor
Henning von Krogh recently had the
opportunity to learn more about local
recycling services, and shared his
findings with the Valley Voice. Here
are his questions, answered by Neil
Cook, District Operations Manager,
Kootenays for ‘Waste Management,’
the firm that handles our recycling.
Where is the recycled material
collected in New Denver taken to?
The materials collected are
taken to the Waste Management
facility located at 1844 Coop Lane
in Brilliant, near Castlegar.
Referring to the Brilliant site,
how large a region is this location
a recycling centre for?
The material collected at this
site comes from the area between
Castlegar and Nakusp, known as the
West Area collection service.
Does the Regional District
receive any income from the
collected recycling or is it a net cost
to the communities of the region?
The RDCK receives a 60 percent
rebate by volume by weight against
a monthly pricing sheet developed
by the North American Official
Board Marketing organization
or OBM. This monthly report is
called the OBM Yellow Sheet. This
information is available through
the internet. This site sets baseline
recycle prices for a dozen different
recycle products in various areas of
North America.
What sort of volume is shipped
to this centre?
This area generates 60 metric
tonnes of material per month.
The recycle mix is a co-mingle of
cardboard, newsprint, various mixed

paper, all seven types of plastic and
film. The glass from the area is also
collected via a separate route (bins).
What happens to the recycled
material at the centre? I understand
it is “bundled.” How much would
the bundles weigh?
The mixed material is baled into
1 Metric Tonne bales for shipment to
processing.
How are the bundles shipped to
other sites, by truck or train?
The materials shipped from
the West Kootenay region are
ground transported by truck/
trailer units to mills. This material
is currently being sent to three
main markets: Vancouver, BC;
Tacoma, Washington; and Longview,
Washington, but can also go to
Alberta, Oregon and Montana.
Vancouver sorts and either ships or
reprocesses; Tacoma is an overseas
shipper; and Longview is a fibre mill.
At these mills the material is either
sorted and re-baled for domestic
recycle, or trans-loaded into sea cans
and shipped to Asia Pacific mills for
recycle and remanufacture into items
which range from consumer goods
packaging to fibre egg trays.
What sort of volume is shipped
out from this centre?
In a month, Waste Management
in the West Kootenays will ship
more than 450 metric tonnes of
materials to mills. In checking with
WM marketing people, they tell me
that approximately 60 percent of
our tonnage from the Kootenays is
shipping to the Asia Pacific market
for recycling. Up to 40 percent ends
up being processed at re-pulping
mills or plastics’ remanufacturing
sites. If the material is bound for

overseas shipment, it is reloaded into
sea cans and craned aboard oceangoing freighters.
What happens to the glass?
Glass that is collected within
the West Kootenays is taken to
the Ootischenia landfill where it
is ground up and used for road
construction or for capping material
for waste cells, used to bury cells
of garbage as it is fairly inert and
structurally strong. These usages are
recognized by the Recycle Council
of British Columbia.
In larger centres, glass can
be recycled into a variety of
products from new glass containers
to fiberglass insulation. WM is
currently looking to partner with
asphalt paving companies within
the Kootenay region to grind glass
and mix it with conventional asphalt
mix to make ‘glassphalt’ paving. The
three prime limiting factors in the
recycle of glass are as follows: the
weight by volume of glass makes it
very expensive to freight to recycle
mills; glass can be contaminated by
as little as three brown beer bottles
per tonne to the point where it is not
recyclable as clear glass; there is
currently a worldwide glut of glass
on the market since the economic
downturn of late 2009.
I understand the mixed
recycling is sorted. Can you provide
some information on how this
sorting is accomplished?
Materials shipped to modern
mills are sorted by a mixture of hand
pick by employees and mechanical
means such as forced air and
magnetic sorting.
Are the different types of plastic
sorted further? How is this done?

by Jan McMurray
The RDCK board is not willing
to act as an umbrella organization to
help local groups access funds from
community foundations.
This was decided at the May 24
board meeting, after a presentation
from the chair of the Osprey
Foundation, Tom Murray.
The Osprey Foundation and
its affiliates – the North Kootenay
Lake Community Fund, the Slocan
Valley Community Legacy Fund,
and the Salmo Community Resource
Society – are regulated by Revenue
Canada and can only provide grants
to “qualified donees” as defined
by Revenue Canada. “Qualified
donees” are registered charities,
local governments, Canadian
amateur athletic associations,
housing corporations, and public
bodies performing a function of the
Government of Canada.
Organizations that are
not “qualified donees” have to
partner with an organization that
is a “qualified donee” in order to
apply for a grant from a community
foundation.
Because the RDCK is a qualified
donee, the Osprey Community
Foundation has asked the board
if it would partner with ineligible
organizations and act as a conduit for
the funding. This would involve the
RDCK managing the grant funding

and assisting the local groups with
their project reports.
Murray said the City of Nelson
has not had to partner with any
organizations in this way because
there are so many options for
groups in Nelson other than the
City. However, there are fewer
options in the smaller communities,
so Murray has been working with
RDCK staff to see if there is a model
that would be acceptable for the
Regional District. Murray estimated
that there would be ten groups per
year that would want to partner with
the RDCK.
After much discussion, the board
decided not to sponsor local groups
in their funding applications to

community foundations.
RDCK Chair John Kettle
explained, “Our rationale is more
with liability and legalities. Our
insurance coverage would not extend
to the partnering organization. Once
you intervene you become part of a
process you have no control over.
It’s opening up a Pandora’s Box.
We don’t have enough information
to jump into this.”

The largest sorting of plastics
occurs to separate white plastic
milk jugs, which are the most easily
recycled plastic. Then the remaining
plastics are sorted into future film
(check stand bags) or recycled to
make consumer goods packaging
(grey plastic you will find in new
purchase packaging).
Can we take plastic bags to our
local recycling depots?
Yes, we have been taking them
for the last two years.
Does any of the collected
recycling end up in landfill? If so,
what sort of material is that? Should
we be making more of an effort to
keep certain materials out of the
recycling bins?
The majority of waste in the
recycle system is primarily household
waste but also recycle material which
may be contaminated with food
waste or oils. This averages 7 percent
of total volumes collected.
Is there anything else that
would be of interest for me to pass

RDCK won’t sponsor funding applications to Community Foundations

on to our community?
In closing, I want to assure
you that there is a strong future for
recycle goods. As our population
grows, the finite resource of the earth
will have to be recycled numerous
times, some fibre and plastics as
many as seven cycles. The last three
years have seen a major revamp of
the recycle system in North America
as all of the materials recycled
are truly commodities. When the
commodities market collapsed in
2009, many mills in North America
shut their doors and have yet to
reopen. Some of the world’s largest
populations have become some of
the world’s largest recyclers due
to limited resources to match their
populations, such as China.

Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work,
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal
WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS

359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539

3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED!
Trophy Tournaments is looking for
Volunteers for the
1st Annual Nakusp Rodeo
July 27th, 28th & 29th
Positions include: gate admission; beer garden;
clean-up crew; vendor assistance

P.A.L.S. PET OF THE WEEK

Meet Minny

WANTED
TO BUY:

CEDAR AND
PINE POLES
John Shantz
• 250-308-7941 (cell)

Please contact: Gorman
Brothers Lumber Ltd.

250-547-9296

This beautiful ginger & white cat will
FOUND

be up
for &
adoption
This young,
white
tabby soon.
Her name
is Minny
and she is very friendly.
female
tabby
is extremely
If you and
are interested
in giving
social
loving. Please
call Minny a home,
please call P.A.L.S. at
PALS
at 250-265-3792 or
250-265-3792 or e-mail us at pals-online.ca
email info@pals-online.ca. if
PALS
AGM meeting
on February 9th, 7pm at
you
recognize
this kitty!  
950 Crescent Bay Rd

WEEKLY SPONSOR:
SPONSOR:
WEEKLY
Selkirk Realty

Realty
KellySelkirk
Roberts
Kelly
Roberts
(250) 265-3635
(250)
265-3635
www.royallepage.ca

For further information contact:
Nakusp Rodeo Office
250-265-2207

Two eight hours shifts entitle the volunteer to a one-day pass
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East Kootenay Conservation Program expanding into West Kootenay
by Jan McMurray
The East Kootenay Conservation
Program (EKCP) is expanding into the
West Kootenay to become a Kootenaywide conservation program.
Dave Hillary and Marcy Mahr, the
organization’s two staff people, made
a presentation to the RDCK board of
directors at the May 24 board meeting.
The organization focuses
exclusively on private land
conservation, and works with partner
organizations. EKCP coordinates and
facilitates private land conservation
efforts, while the partner organizations
are the “doers.”
“We are value added to our
partners,” explained Hillary. “We have

an intimate knowledge of our partners
and the projects. The shovel-in-the-dirt
projects are done by our partners.”
Currently, EKCP has 52 partner
organizations, and expects that number
to double with its expansion into the
West Kootenay. Some of the current
partners are the Regional District of East
Kootenay, Canadian Wildlife Service,
the Columbia Basin Trust, the Creston
Valley Wildlife Management Area, local
Rod and Gun Clubs, the Jumbo Creek
Conservation Society, the Ministry of
Environment, Parks Canada, Ktunaxa
Nation Council, the Land Conservancy
of BC, and Wildsight.
Over the 10 years the organization
has been in existence, it has facilitated

Village of
New Denver

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

The Village of New Denver is now accepting applications for
the position of:

CASUAL/ON-CALL OFFICE ASSISTANT
Working on an on-call, as-needed basis, the successful candidate will provide clerical support in the Village of New Denver
office. Customer service or office experience and familiarity
with Microsoft Office suite would be considered assets. Remuneration is set at $15.00/hour. Preference may be given
to candidates interested in a career in Local Government
Administration.
Please submit a resume and cover letter to:
Carol Gordon, CAO
Village of New Denver
P.O. Box 40
New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
This position will remain posted until filled. All applicants are
thanked for their interest – only those selected for an interview
will be contacted.

the conservation of over 300,000
hectares of high value land, representing
a conservation investment of over $1
million.
EKCP also spearheaded the first
local conservation fund in Canadian
history – the Columbia Valley Local
Conservation Fund. Established by
referendum on November 15, 2008,
the fund is supported with tax dollars
from a portion of Regional District
of East Kootenay (RDEK) residents.
Up to $230,000 is raised through
taxation for the fund every year, and
this is a service delivered by the RDEK.
“Everything we [the Columbia Valley

Local Conservation Fund] do is based
on what we hear the local people
want: protection of quality of life;
conservation and restoration of fish
and wildlife habitat; conservation of
watersheds; conservation of open space
and farm lands,” said Hillary.
Greg Deck, former chair of RDEK
and board member of CBT, was also
at the meeting and spoke highly of the
organization. “If you think conservation
of private land is important, this is a
very efficient way to go about it. EKCP
acts as an umbrella organization – it is
extremely useful to have a group that
can decide which projects are more

important, and they have the expertise
to explain why one project is more
important than another. Your only
decision is the budget amount.”
RDCK Area H Director Popoff
asked if the organization would be
interested in helping to acquire a small
wetlands parcel adjacent to a parkland
in the Slocan Valley. Hillary explained
that the EKCP’s role would be to help
secure the property by matching the
right organization to the project. He
added that there is not enough capacity
in the partner organizations to keep
up with the demand, and the EKCP is
trying to build that capacity.

Three Citizens of the Year were
honoured at the New Denver May
Days Celebration – Gordon Butt, Barb
DeRosa and Susie Bolivar.
Gord Butt has served on many
boards, including the Silverton Gallery
Society, the Silvery Slocan Museum
Society, the Sandon Historical Society
and the local branch of the Senior
Citizens Association. When presenting
him with his medal and gift, Shelley
Welch said, “Never a ‘token’ board
member, he has spent and continues
to spend many unselfish hours in the
background doing all the unseen ‘little
things’ that all organizations require to
function will and continue to survive.
The phrase ‘above and beyond’ seems
fitting.”
Barb DeRosa volunteers her time
at the Pavillion, spending special
time with residents, playing games or
taking walks. She can be counted on
consistently to donate to bake sales
and fundraisers, and she is an active
member of the Silverton Community
Club. She is reliable and is willing to
give of herself and her time under any
circumstance. “You can count on her,
no matter the task. Her nominators

used the phrase ‘Volunteers are love
in motion.’ We couldn’t agree more,”
said Welch.
Susie Bolivar has volunteered
her time in many capacities. She has
been a board member and a volunteer
co-ordinator of the Hidden Garden
Gallery Society, organizing drawing

and collaging workshops. She selflessly
devoted her time to the One to One
reading program at Lucerne School as
well as the Homework Club and she
is a regular volunteer at the Donation
Store. “She is always ready to lend a
helping hand and have a friendly chat,”
said Welch.

by Jan McMurray
School District 8 has adopted its
preliminary budget for next year.
The budget process was another
challenging one this year, particularly
because ‘funding protection’ provided
by the ministry in the past few years is
being phased out.
Funding protection has been
provided for school districts such as
SD8 that are experiencing declining
enrollment. These school districts were
given the same amount of funding as
the previous year, even though they
had less students. The purpose of the
funding was to help districts while
they re-organized to serve the smaller
student population.
Now, school districts will receive
1.5 percent less funding than the
year previous until they reach a point
where they are receiving only the per
pupil funding. For SD8, this means a
reduction of about $700,000.

The SD8 budget eliminates 19
teaching positions and closes both
District Resource Centres (DRCs).
“Ultimately, the net staffing difference
for teachers between 2011-2012 and
2013 will be 19 FTE throughout the
district. We anticipate that the majority
of these positions will be addressed
through attrition,” said Superintendent
Jeff Jones.
With the closure of the DRCs,
resources will be distribute from school
libraries, at a cost savings of $89,000.
Four CUPE positions are also
expected to be eliminated.
Two vice-principal positions are
being added – one for Jewett School in
Meadow Creek and the other for Yahk.
Jones explained that it is more costefficient to have VPs at these schools
than to have teachers in charge.
Starting next year, out-ofcatchment bus riders will be charged
$20 per month.

New Denver recognizes three Citizens of the Year

SD8 budget highlights

Annual Strawberry
Shortcake Sale
Wednesday, June 13th
Noon to 2 p.m.
Robertson United Church
$3.00 each or two for $5.00

These delicious desserts come in bowls with lids,
ready to eat or to tuck away in the freezer for future
enjoyment. Stop by and put them to the taste test!
For orders call:
June Brown 265-3123
Agnes Finch 265-3369
Heather Maxfield – home – 265-4971 or shop 265-2161

This is our annual fund raiser, 2/3 of the funds
raised stay within this valley – last year $7000
was donated locally. The remainder raised goes
to purchase materials for the free post surgical
dressings we make and provide to cancer patients;
to support Cancer Research and for various
scholarships.
Martha Chapter No. 24, Order of the Eastern
Star thanks you for your support!

May 30, 2012 The Valley Voice

Announcements
announcements

BRIDGES - Inventory reduction sale.
Lengths 20 feet to 100 feet. Eg. 30-foot used
Bailey $12,000.00 ph. 250-489-9231 Mike.
NEW DENVER PRESCHOOL
REGISTRATION for 2012-2013 school
year. Thursday, June 21, 5:30-7:00 pm
in preschool room, Lucerne School.
Please pick up a registration package
from preschool room and complete prior
to registration date. For more info, call
Charlene or Betty @ 358-7768.

Automotive
automotive

2000 FORD EXPLORER-XLS, excellent
condition, new trans, one owner, full
maintenance record and 4 winter tires on
rims - 358-2470.

business Opportunities
opportunities
Business

UNEMPLOYED and thinking of starting
your own business? Community Futures
offers the Self Employment grant, business
loans, counselling and training in the Arrow
& Slocan Lakes area. For more info leave
a message at 265-3674 ext. 201 or email
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.
COMMERCIAL PROPERTY/
B U S I N E S S f o r s a l e . Vi s i t
businesssellcanada.com listing #02616003.

Cards ofcards
Thanks of thanks
SUNDAY, MAY 13th brought with it
beautiful sunshine for the 2nd annual
Nakusp Spring Community Run. The
Arrow Lakes Running Group members
and organizers would like to thank
everyone who supported the event through
sponsorship, donations, volunteering, and
participation. It could not have happened
without the help of an entire community
of individuals. Together we raised almost
$4000.00 for the Nakusp Public Library and
the Arrow Lakes Medical Aid Society. We
thank you for your support.
THANK YOU - Sometimes we take it for
granted that we live in such a wonderful
community. When you stop and take stock
of how fortunate we are, it is truly amazing.
The care, love and compassion that Colin
Wilkie received while he was dying
of cancer was phenomenal. The Home
Support, Hospice, Hospital staff, Nurses,
Last Wishes Society and Dr. Burkholder
all provided him with the best of care. We
thank you all.
-Katrina, Steve and Danika

Business Classifieds start at $10.00
Call 250-358-7218 for details

CLASSIFIED ADS
Coming
Events
coming events

NAKUSP FARMER’S MARKET is
starting Saturday, May 19. Market will be
held at the usual spot on 5th avenue between
the Credit Union and What’s Brewing, from
9 am till 1 pm, every Saturday until the long
weekend in October. Come and enjoy a
cornucopia of delightful wares from garden
seedlings, produce, crafts and eclectic items.
For more information and to book a spot,
call Ien @265-3242 or Colette @ 269-7326.
ROLLER DERBY: Come watch the
Valley Vendetta play against the Nelson
Killjoys, June 2, 3:00 pm in the Castlegar
Arena.
NEW DENVER FRIDAY MARKETS
happens in downtown New Denver every
Friday, June through September. 10 am
to 2 pm. Fresh local produce and artisans
wares at this vibrant community event.
ndfridaymarket@gmail.com.
WEST CANADA BIKE TOURS Open
House! In Silverton, 312 Victoria Street, on
June 8 from 4:00 to 7:00 pm. Klaus Gattner
has been operating his bicycle touring
business for 16 years and has been located in
Silverton since 2009. Learn more about his
guided and self-guided bicycle tours on the

Galena, Slocan Valley, Columbia & Western
and Kettle Valley Rail Trails. Everyone
welcome! www.canadabiketours.ca.
ONENESS MEDITATION in Nelson Sunday
June 10 and Monday June 11 go to www.
nelsononeness.ca for info and to register. FREE.
U P C O M I N G E V E N T S AT T H E
SILVERTON GALLERY: Starting now, a
five week Community Music program with
Nina and Jay, every Sunday from 6:30-8:30
pm at the Gallery. Some instruments supplied
or bring your own. Mark your calendars now
for a June 17th Father’s Day special concert
featuring the Steve Brockley Band. Bring
your Dad and he gets in free! 8 pm, sliding
scale. On Canada Day our annual Dog Show
around 1 pm, free. All dogs welcome. August
19th: register now for a Master Class with
acclaimed guitarist Sean Ashby, and enjoy
an evening concert with Sean. Contact
silvertongallery@gmail.com or 250-3587198 for more information on all events.
COME CELEBRATE! Slocan Park
Community Hall Grand Opening Saturday,
June 9, 1-3 pm. Meet old friends, enjoy
historical stories, share our journey from
schoolhouse to renovated community hall.
Refreshments will be served.
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SLOCAN VALLEY HERITAGE TRAIL
SOCIETY Annual General Meeting Sunday, June 3, 7 pm Passmore Hall.
Special Guest, Deborah Apps, President and
CEO of Trans Canada Trail. Memberships
available at the door. Info at 1-888-683SVRT.
PIG ROAST & DANCE Saturday, June 23,
Slocan Legion Hall, 502 Harold St., Slocan.
Dinner 6-8 pm Dance 7 pm-1 am. Tickets $15
each at Mountain Valley Station or phone 250355-2245 to reserve. FOUR BANDS: Razzbery
Rockets, Sugar & Spice, & 2 others. No minors
after 9pm. Come & join the fun!
CROWN LAND FOR AGRICULTURE
meeting, presented by Kaslo Food Security
Project. June 13, 7:30 pm, St. Andrew’s
Heritage Hall. Come find out about Crown
land that is available and how to apply for
it. Contact: Aimee Watson 250-353-7120
or aimeewatson@nklcss.org
THE GRASSROOTS GRAMMAS are hosting
Tools and Treasures, a deluxe rummage sale, on
July 21. Proceeds from this event will go towards
the Stephen Lewis Foundation in support of
African grandmothers who are turning the tide of
HIV/AIDS in their communities. To donate your
treasures or tools to this worthy cause, contact
Linda at 250-226-7445.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

AUTOMOTIVE • SMALL MOTORS • MACHINE SHOP
and

Caribou Service
(250) 265-3191

24 Hr Towing and Recovery
Auto Repairs & Tires
Auto Parts

5549 Frontage Road
Burton, BC

COMPUTER
- Repairs
Palmer
- Upgrades
Computer - Consulting
Microsoft Certified
Services
Systems Engineer
Phone: 355-2235
ken@palmercomputerservices.com

• welding repairs • full service &
repair • licenced technician • radiator
repairs & service • mobile service
available • fast, friendly service

BCAA Towing

24 hour towing
1007 hwy 23, nakusp
ph: 265-4577

Nakusp 265-4406

24 hour towing
BCAA, Slocan, BC
355-2632

USED GOODS

NAKUSP GLASS

The Copper Nail Boat Shop

The Donation Store

Main Street • New Denver
Open 10 am - 2 pm • Monday - Saturday
(depending on available volunteers)
Help us help you

Even little ads get noticed
in the Valley Voice

JEWELRY

201 Broadway
265-3252

SALES & SERVICE
98 - 1st Street, Nakusp • 265-4911
OPEN TUES - SAT
CHAINSAWS
TRIMMERS
• Stihl
• Stihl
• Husqvarna
• Husqvarna
MOWERS
SMALL ENGINES
• Husqvarna
• Tecumseh
• Toro • Snapper • Honda
• Lawnboy
• Briggs & Stratton

HAIR

Jo’s Jewelry

Ava’ s

358-2134

OPEN YEAR-ROUND
358-7769

Custom Work and Repair in
Silver and Gold, by Appointment
New Denver, Goldsmith Jo-Anne Barclay

Hair

Studio

Far right entrance of the Wild Rose Restaurant in Rosebery

The clear choice for
all your glass needs!

EQUIPMENT RENTAL

COLES RENTALS

HEATERS (PROPANE & ELECTRIC)
PLATE TAMPERS, JUMPING JACKS, REBAR BENDER
JACKHAMMERS, HAMMER DRILLS, CONCRETE
MIXERS, CONCRETE SAWS, TILECUTTERS,
BLOCKCUTTERS, SCAFFOLDING, FLOOR SANDERS,
NAILERS - ALL TYPES, LM ROTARY LAZER TRANSIT,
GENERATORS, WATER PUMPS, COMPRESSORS,
INSULATED TARPS, PRESSURE WASHERS, ROTO
TILLER, LAWN COMBER, AERATOR, PROPERTY PIN
LOCATOR, GAS POST HOLE DIGGER, CONCRETE
FLOOR GRINDER
...AND MUCH MORE!
PHONE 358-2632
1-888-358-2632

HEALTH • WELL-BEING • FITNESS • ENVIRONMENT
MASSAGE THERAPIES

Myofascial, Swedish, Lymphatic, Joint Play, Craniosacral,
Visceral, Somatoemotion, Chakras, Nutrition etc.
MTA rates (Low income consideration)
also MSP, WCB, ICBC & care plans
Garth R. Hunter, R.M.T.
Slocan Com. Srv. Bldg. 355-2222 (W & F)

Spectrum Home & Family Care
Helping you maintain
YOUR lifesyle!
Free consultations
in the West Kootenay

250-358-2364 • Mobile & Office

250-265-3842
www.spectrumhomesupport.ca

Nakusp Foot Care

Hand & Soul Wellness Centre

Nursing care
for sore feet

250-265-3024

Slocan Auto &
Truck Repairs

Larry Zaleski, D.C. Chiropractor

Mondays & Fridays - Silverton • Every other Wednesday in Winlaw or Nakusp

Sue Mistretta, M.A., CCC Counsellor/Expressive Arts

358-2177

www.handandsoul.ca

The Kootenay’s Shipwright

• Custom boat work
• Marine mechanics
• Rigging and repairs
• Systems and electrical

250-355-0035

www.woodenboatshop.ca

BREWING

Winlaw Brew-Op

Wine & Beer Making Kits
to satisfy all budgets!
Take-Home Kits, or Brew it with Us!
Open 11:00 to 6:00 Tues. to Sat.
5972 Cedar Creek Road, Winlaw • 226-7328

Specialty Coffees, Teas,
Award-winning wines available for brewing
• Open Every Day

Nakusp

265-4701

RECYCLING

MOUNTAIN VALLEY STATION
BOTTLE DEPOT
Slocan City • 355-2245
Open MON - SAT 9-5
Your “Bottle Drive” Specialists

Read the
Valley Voice
online!
www.valleyvoice.ca

18

For
rent
for rent

OFFICE SPACE available for rent in
Silverton. $150/mo. Call 358-2177.
SUITE FOR RENT – One mile from
Nakusp. On acreage. 3 bdr. Appliances.
Available June 1. $750/month. 250-575-8867.
TRAILER (DOUBLE WIDE) in New
Denver – 3 bedrooms, spacious yard. $500/
month. References required. 250-358-2834.
FOR RENT: 1 bdr & 2 bdr apartments
in Rotary Villa Phase 4 building, Nakusp.
Senior Housing 55+ Independent living. New
secure building, small pet welcome. Info:
www.arrowtarian.com or call Trish. Office
265-2020/cell 265-1247. Tenants could be
eligible for SAFER. See BC Housing website.

AGRICULTURAL OPPORTUNITY
- New Denver area, water available, 5
acres of flat partially fenced pasture for
rent/potential lease. Suitable for person(s)
interested in garlic grow, horses, community
gardens/agricultural societies. Phone # 250352-6482 or Cell # 250-354-8859.

for sale
For
Sale

1972 PARAMOUNT 2-bdr trailer (12’ x
60’) with an 8’ x 20’ addition, on other side
deck (8’ x 10’). Building with electricity (10’
x 8’). Pacific Energy woodstove, dishwasher
and washer/dryer included. Pad rental is
$175 per month. Close to trail to Sandon,
close to the lake – Denver Siding. $15,000
firm. Phone Sharon: 250-358-2389.
1994 MOTORHOME – 32’ Triple
E-Empress edition, low km; runs perfectly;
great shape; too m any extras and options to
list here. Prices for a quick sale! $12,000.
Call 250-358-7296.

Health
health

THAI MASSAGE: fully-clothed
acupressure yoga massage. Donation/sliding
scale for housecalls. FELDENKRAIS
Awareness Through Movement classes in
Nakusp & Winlaw. Tyson Bartel 250-2266826 thaitouch@yahoo.com
YOGA AT THE DOMES HAS MOVED
to above the Hand and Soul Healing Centre

CLASSIFIED ADS

in Silverton. Go along the side and up the
stairs. Same times - Monday morning
9-10:30 and Thursday afternoon 4-5:30.
Come and rejuvenate yourself!
SUMMER YOGA, QI GONG, FAMILY
YOGA & MORE, w/ Christopher &
Anastasia of Loving Spirit! YOGA
Wednesdays 7 pm at Hand & Soul, QI
GONG (4 Sundays in June), 3 pm at Kohan
Gardens (rain or shine), Outdoor FAMILY
YOGA Sundays 3pm in July & Aug
(where? TBA) connect with lovingspirit@
rocketmail.com, 7773.

Help
help Wanted
wanted

HELPER/DRIVER WANTED to
do household errands for person with
chemical sensitivities. Must follow precise
instructions. Organic, chemical-free
lifestyle required. Car required. $13/hour
+ 0.15/km. Kaslo area. 250-352-9442.
HOME CARE ATTENDANT required.
Private. Top wages for right person. Negotiable
shifts. Please send resume to: Home Care
Client, Box 433, New Denver, BC V0G 1S0.
WANTED TO HIRE: Hills recreation
Society is looking for someone interested in
providing tennis lessons on the court in Hills.
Professional qualifications not necessary,
just a willingness and ability to help beginner
and intermediate players improve their
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games. Schedule and wages negotiable.
Please contact Ellen @ 358-2459.
MOUNTAIN BIKE COACH WANTED.
Must have experience working with
children, and good mountain bike skills.
Criminal Record Check required. Salary
$500/week for first 3 weeks of July. Send
resume to Janis: janeuf@ymail.com or Box
993, Kaslo, BC V0G 1M0.
MATURE, DISABLED MAN seeking
certified or experienced Home Support
Caregivers. Immediate shifts available
in private Nakusp home. Forward
resume ATTN HOME SUPPORT to:
arrowlakealliance@telus.net or A.L.A.C.,
339 Alexander Rd., Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0.
SANDON HISTORICAL SOCIETY
requires a student employee for the Sandon
Museum. Eight weeks at 30 hours per week.
$12.00 per hour wages plus holiday pay.
Duties would be to assist regular employees
in greeting visitors, some cleaning and
keeping records as required. Resumes can
be posted to Box 52, New Denver, BC V0G
1S0 by June 16.
SILVERY SLOCAN HISTORICAL
SOCIETY is now accepting applications
for a Curatorial Assistant for summer
employment 2012. Eligible applicant
must be registered as a full-time student

during the proceeding academic year and
intending to return to full-time studies in
the fall. Eligible applicant must be reliable,
have good communication, public relation
and organizational skills, have computer
experience, and work independently with
minimal supervision. $12.00 per hour
and suitable for ages 16 and older. All
applications must be received by June
16, 2012. Send resume to Silvery Slocan
Historical Society, PO Box 301, New
Denver, BC V0G 1S0.

CASUAL CLINICAL TECHNICAL
ASSISTANT - Located in LifeLabs’
Nelson location. Duties: reception,
computer entry, venipuncture, ECGs,
micro collection, pediatric collection,
serum separation, medical drug screens,
report delivery. Reqs: recent completion
of a recognized Technical Assistant prgm,
or recent exp. Excellent venipuncture/
cust service/org skills. Must type
40+wpm. If interested, please apply at
www.lifelabs.com.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN
COMPLETE SALES
SERVICE AND
INSTALLATION
YOUR VALLEY COMFORT AND BLAZE KING DEALER
SPECIALIZING IN WOOD/ELECTRIC, WOOD/OIL AND
WOOD/GAS COMBINATION FURNACES
Certified • Insured

HALL LUMBER
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

KF PowerVac

Duct Cleaning & Duct Sanitizing
Slocan City, BC • (250) 355-0088
website: www.kootenayfurnace.com
email: kfurnace@netidea.com

Local: 355-2485 • Toll-free: 1-888-652-0088
email: kfurnace@netidea.com

• Registered Septic System
designer and installer •
• Ready Mix Concrete •
• Lock Blocks • Drain Rock •
• Road Crush • Sand & Gravel •
• Dump Trucks • Excavator •
• Crusher • Coloured Concrete •
• Site Preparation •
Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
Ph. 265-4615 • vieirac@telus.net

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat
10 am to 5 pm
PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd.
Edgewood, BC

Indoor Garden
Supplies
Castlegar
250-304-2911

HARDWOOD
FLOORS ONLY

1730 Hwy 3, Selkirk Spring Building
dan@canadiangardensupply.com

100% CANADIAN FLOORING
AT WHOLESALE
Prefinished, antique R. Oak - Maple
3 ¼ x ¾ $4.59/sf pallet – Import Eng
Prefinished $3.99/sf pallet
Bamboo – Cork from $2.99/sf
Glue Down
AT JUAN’S – 1503 Hwy 3A Thrums
250-399-6377 Mon-Sat 8:30 am-5 pm

Safety, Service, Satisfaction
Installation and maintenance

jim@jemsgas.com

Jim Pownall & Co.

Sondra Krajewski

250.265.8479

www.peacockcollective.ca

FOR ALL YOUR
PROPANE NEEDS
365-9958
1-800-471-5630

Fine Custom Home
Construction
CGL and WCB covered

(250)505-0794

www.thelasthousestanding.com
J.C. Roofing Company

For all your roofing needs
Serving the Arrow and Slocan Lakes

DON TILDEN
250-265-3799

organic housekeeping

ueco friendly housekeepinguyard & garden maintenanceu
general labour workuWCB insured trade worker’s helper
upost renovation clean upuorganization & de-cluttering in
home or shopuhelping hand with carpentry & alternative
building projectsuhome check-ins and visit preparationsu
Gift Certificates available
Serving Nakusp Burton New Denver Silverton
reliable & fully insured

LOG & TIMBER FRAME HOMES
New Denver • BC
250-358-2566
jpownall@telus.net

• Doors & Windows of
All Types
• Overhead Doors
• Sales, Installation &
Service

peacock
collective

16 years of professional installations
WCB • All work fully guaranteed
We also install Soffit and Vinyl Siding

For your free estimate, Call
Curtis Roe at 250-265-9087

Your local bulk dealer & service centre

Nakusp
Redi-Mix
serving the Kootenays since 1973
Edgewood • Nakusp • Trout Lake • Kaslo

DAVID WEATHERHEAD
872 Hwy 6, Nakusp

250-265-4311 (ph)
250-265-3468 (fax)

BEE
GREENS
Totally organic annual
bedding plants.
10-5 daily april
through june.
7381 Avis road, Perry’s Siding

Read the
Valley Voice
online!
www.valleyvoice.ca
Ted’s New & ReNew

Residential & Commercial Projects
Journeyman Floorcovering Installer

carpet • lino • hardwood • cork • laminate • tile
Property Maintenance & Management
Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning

Phone 250-265-6809

Simon Bamber AScT ROWP

Civil Technology Consultant &
Registered Onsite Wastewater Practitioner
• Septic systems • Water systems
• Subdivisions • Land Development
• Project Management
(1) 250-265-1767
• Site Inspection
si@bambertech.com
• Drafting
www.bambertech.com

ACCOMMODATIONS

250-355-0030

Crescent Bay
Construction Ltd.
Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation
Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431
• Email cresbay@telus.net

Even little ads get noticed
in the Valley Voice

CLASSIFIED/LEGAL
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Lost
lost

APPLE LAPTOP COMPUTER (silver
colour) lost on the beach across from Sweet
Dreams in New Denver on Saturday, April
29. If found, please return to Larry. 250358-2191. Reward offered.

notices
Notices

FOR INFORMATION ON AA, NA,
OA OR ALANON MEETINGS contact
in New Denver: 358-7904 or 358-7158;
Nakusp 265-4924; Kaslo 353-2658; Slocan
355-2805; South Slocan 226-7705.

Obituary
obituary

COLIN ERNEST WILKIE - November
3, 1943 – April 1, 2012
Colin was born and raised in England.
He came from a family of four children,
two sisters, Kay, Carol and a brother Gary.
In his early twenties he and his brother left
England, immigrated to United States and
then Colin moved to Canada. His brother
Gary still lives in United States while his
two sisters live in England. Colin was a man
of many trades; he worked as a meat cutter,
a pastry chef, a delivery man, an owner of a
second hand store, garbage collector and for
many years he worked for Silverton Building
Supplies. Colin took his holidays to volunteer
for Lucerne School canoe or bike trips. He
was always willing to assist with transporting
students to events or help out in any way he
could. Colin was a free spirit. We are left
with the memories of a man with a generous
heart and a good smile. He will be greatly
missed by his family and friends. On June
9th there will be a celebration of his life. We
welcome everyone to join us for a potluck in
the Silverton Gallery at 5:30 and a bonfire on
Coopers Beach in Silverton at 8:00.

Real
real Estate
estate

PROPERTY FOR SALE - .52 acre,
fully serviced, top soil and equipment
for construction available. 530 Fifth St.,
Rosebery. Property borders Rosebery
Provincial Park. Temporary living quarters
in place. Asking $108,900. See listings at
www.briandeobaldhomes.ca/listings. Call
Ron 250-358-2389 or Brian 778-206-0077.
NEW DENVER PROPERTY FOR
SALE - One block from lake. Level double
lot, 100’ x 118’ serviced with water, power
and septic. Single wide trailer with addition
and carport. Glacier views. Located in “The
Orchard.” $175,000.00 250-919-7814.
FOR SALE BY OWNER: 20-acre farm
property. Upper Brouse, Nakusp. $375,000.
For details: http://propertyinfo.atwebpages.
com call 250 265 3489.
23.8 ACRES - SILVERTON Treed
acreage backing on crown land with hydro
and telephone at property line and water
license on year round creek. Just minutes to
Slocan Lake. Priced to sell @ $210,000.00.
Larry@ Landquest Realty 250-513-2733.
TWO OF THE BEST undeveloped lots
in New Denver. Located at 9th & Kildare,
Views of Slocan Lake, Smaller (Corner)
Lot ~ 6,550 sq. feet – $66,000. Larger Lot
~ 13,500 sq. feet – $122,000. Ph 1-406-2501550. ronbehr@yahoo.com.

Next Valley Voice
Deadline:
June 8,
2012

HOUSE & 33 ACRES for sale. For
information go to www.33acres.ca or call
Bob and Myrna at 250-358-2426.

Slocan
Recreation
Slocan Valley
valley recreation
Bootcamp: 5:15-6:15 Mon. at Brent
Kennedy/ Wed. at Winlaw to June 27.
Groovefit: Starts Thurs. May 31, 6-7:15
pm. Slocan Park Hall. Lisa Hanning.
Creative Dance: for toddlers, with Lisa
Hanning. May 31-June 28, 4:30-5:30,
Slocan Park Hall.
Spring Greens: Roots & Shoots: Sun.
June 3, 10 am-1, Shanoon Bennett.
Location TBA.
BearSmart Electric Fencing
Workshop: Thurs. June 7, 7:30- 8:30
pm. Slocan Park Hall, by donation.
Intro to Dairy Goats: Sat. June 9, 10
am-12:30, Thread’s Guild. Gabriela Wolf.
Workplace Emergency First-Aid: Sun.
June 10, 8:30 am- 4:30 pm, Slocan
Park Hall.
For information or to register, call 2260008. Leisure Guide available online at
www.rdck.bc.ca

Services
services

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
SEPTIC TANK CLEANING: “Serving

the Valley” 7 days/wk, 24-hr. All-Around
Septic Services, Don Brown (250) 3543644, emergency 352-5676.
ROGAN ELECTRIC Residential,
commercial, industrial wiring. Local
references available. All work guaranteed.
“We get the job done.” 353-9638.
PETER’S WINDOWS & DOORS – Sales
and installations. Energy efficient vinyl and
wood windows. Renovations/upgrades of
wooden and metal windows and doors.
Peter Demoskoff 250-399-0079.
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GERRY CONWAY – Journeyman
carpenter/builder. 250-265-3163.
CERTIFIED BICYCLE MECHANIC.
Winlaw. Karlos @ 250-226-6888.

Wanted

IF YOU ARE cutting CEDAR TREES
on your property, please call Eloise: 250358-7237.
12 FOOT ALUMINUM BOAT wanted for
rowing and fishing, must float, inexpensive
is best. 358-7171.

legal notice

In the Matter of Part 3.1 (Administrative Forfeiture) of the Civil
Forfeiture Act [SBC 2005, C. 29] - the CFA
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT:

On February 19, 2011, at 7463 St. Thomas Road, Winlaw, BC, Peace Officer(s)
of the RCMP Slocan Lake Drug Section seized, at the time indicated, the subject
property, described as:
$2700 cash, on or about 02:33 Hours.
The subject property was seized because there was evidence that the subject
property had been obtained by the commission of an offence under Section 354(1)
Criminal Code: Possession of Property or Proceeds of Property obtained from Crime.
Notice is hereby given that the subject property, CFO file Number: 2012-1021, is
subject to forfeiture under Part 3.1 of the CFA and will be forfeited to the Government
for disposal by the Director of Civil Forfeiture unless a notice of dispute is filed with
the Director within the time period set out in this notice.
A notice of dispute may be filed by a person who claims to have an interest in
all or part of the subject property. The notice of dispute must be filed within 60 days
of the date upon which this notice is first published.
You may obtain the form of a notice of dispute, which must meet the requirements
of Section 14.07 of the CFA, from the Director’s website accessible online at www.
pssg.gov.bc.ca/civilforfeiture. The notice must be in writing, signed in the presence
of a lawyer or notary public, and mailed to the Civil Forfeiture Office, PO Box 9234
Station Provincial Government, Victoria BC V8W 9J1.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

RESTAURANT/BAKERY

N

Lemon Creek
Lodge & Campground

ick’s
lace

P

FALL HOURS
9 am - 9 PM
OPEN EVERY DAY, EXCEPT TUESDAY & WEDNESDAY

QUALITY PIZZA anytime!
265-4880
Air Conditioned
Non-Smoking

93-5th Ave.

Nakusp

Rory’s on Main
Licensed Restaurant • New Denver

Check out www.rorysonmain.com for our
weekly specials, menu, hours & contact info

For Reservations: 250-358-2449

Year-round facility
Licensed Restaurant
Open Thurs - Sun
5 PM - 8 PM
Reservations: 1-877-970-8090

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BAKERY
Shirley Kosiancic
Realtor

Mountainview Realty Ltd.
412 Broadway St. Nakusp, BC V0G 1S0
Bus 250-265-2111
Fax 250-265-3842
Cell 250-265-8040
shirley@century21nakusp.com • www.century21nakusp.com

The Cup and
Saucer Café

Available at Rutabaga’s, New Denver • Slocan Village
Market, Slocan • Gaia Tree, Winlaw • Slocan Valley Co-op,
Slocan Park • Evergreen Natural Foods, Crescent Valley

Monday - Saturday 8:00-4:00
Soup, Stews, Meat Pies, Treats and Great Coffee

Silverton, BC • 358-2267

• Health Products, healing sessions
• New Age cards & books
• Sensual products¶ ¶
¶

¶

¶

250-226-7970

Mon. - Fri. 7 A.M. - 4 P.M.
Sat. 11 A.M. - 4 P.M.

Your Slocan Valley Specialist

Soup, Sandwiches & Desserts
358-2691

Legendary Meats

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm

Natural Food Store

422 Front Street • Kaslo, BC
1-250-353-2594

For all your
insurance
needs
HUB
INTERNATIONAL
265-3631
Barton INSURANCE
1-800-665-6010

Open 7 days/week, 9 am - 8 pm

New Market Foods
For same day delivery in the New Denver
Silverton area, call, email or fax by 2:00 pm

Water Testing • Flow Measurements
CAEAL certified to test drinking water
We’re in the Valley at: 1-250-226-7339
Jennifer & Tony Yeow passlab@columbiawireless.ca

Groceries, fresh produce, fresh meat,
Agency Liquor, organic foods,
in-store deli, in-store bakery.

Slocan, BC • ph:355-2211 • fax: 355-2216

250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290
email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com

Passmore
Laboratory Ltd.

Slocan Village Market

320 Broadway St. Nakusp		 265-3188
518 6th Ave • New Denver

RECREATION

Apple Tree
Sandwich Shop
The

GROCERY • HEALTH FOOD

Re-Awakening
Health Centre

100% organic sourdough
bread baked in a
traditional wood-fired
bread oven

Custom Cutting & Sausage
Making, Curing & Smoking of
Bacons & Hams
Mobile BBQ Services & Hog
Roaster Rentals
• Christmas Tree Sales •
www.legendarymeats.ca
Phone/Fax: 250-226-7803
2826 Hwy 6 • Slocan Park

CLOTHING
Men’s & Ladies Clothing

The Clothes Hanger
400 Front St • Kaslo • 250-353-9688

THE RIDE SAYS IT ALL

Ph: 359-7111 Fax: 359-7587
www.playmorpower.com

Playmor Junction Hwy 6 & 3A
1043 Playmor

BROKERS

HALLS

MEMORIAL
HALL

Weddings, Parties, Reunions,
Concerts, Funerals, Meetings

To book call Sue: 250-358-2711

www.jonesboysboats.com
Ainsworth, British Columbia
4080 Hwy 31 N
Call: 1-877-552-6287
(250) 353-2550 Fax (250) 353-2911

HARBERCRAFT

COMMUNITY
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First of 30 new webcams go live at Kootenay Lake ferry
submitted
The first of 30 new webcams to
be installed this year on the DriveBC
network are now live, giving motorists a
real-time view of traffic queues, weather
and road conditions at the Kootenay
Lake ferry terminals.
DriveBC web cameras are now
live at:

• The Balfour ferry terminal, 35 km
east of Nelson, looking north toward
Highway 3A: http://images.drivebc.
ca/bchighwaycam/pub/html/www/303.
html
• The Kootenay Bay ferry terminal,
80 km north of Creston, looking
northeast on Highway 3A: http://
images.drivebc.ca/bchighwaycam/pub/

html/www/304.html
The addition of 30 new webcams
this year will bring the number of
webcam images available on DriveBC
to over 250. All are expected to be
installed and in operation by winter.
Priority for new web cameras
is given to routes prone to extreme
weather or traffic congestion, and for
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sites where there is not already a nearby
webcam.
Further supporting the Ministry
of Transportation and Infrastructure’s
public engagement, until June 30, the
ministry is asking BC travellers where
they would like to see BC highway
cams to better help them know before

they go. Have your say at: http://www.
tranbc.ca/surveys.
DriveBC provides timely road
condition updates, travel advisories,
road closure information for provincial
highways, weather information and
other important links to the travelling
public, to help ensure easier, safer trips.

by Jan McMurray
The RDCK board has endorsed the
Memorandum of Understanding that will
lead to the integration of transit services
in the region.
Directors Karen Hamling and
Ramona Faust were appointed to the
West Kootenay Transit Committee,
with Director Walter Popoff as alternate.
The committee will also include one
representative from the City of Nelson,
one from the City of Castlegar, one
from the City of Trail, and two from the

Regional District of Kootenay Boundary.
The committee will discuss, review and
make recommendations on major transit
issues, such as route changes, expansion
priorities, service reductions and fare
structure.
The goal of integrating the nine
existing services is to provide a more
convenient and better coordinated
service. There will be a single schedule
for the region with better connections
and more efficient use of vehicles. There
will also be a simpler fare structure.

continued from page 5
with them.
I am a contemporary man who is
attempting to live my life in a good way
that includes the values and cultural
ways of the people whose territory I
reside in. I rely on those people in my
community to lead by example and to
allow those who wish to work toward
reconciliation to cease detrimental
colonial behaviour. I understand that
the governmental processes that demand
political justification (such as the treaty
process and Indian Act Band Councils)
are the reason for the negative behaviour
that is being directed at the Sinixt peoples
and their lands. In my heart and mind
there is no justification for any tribal
group, public institution, or individual
to conduct themselves with dishonour
in Sinixt territory.

THE SINIXT ARE MOST
DEFINITELY NOT EXTINCT and
those of you who are working against
them do not carry a legitimate stand
as I have not witnessed ANY of your
work within this territory on behalf of
anything. I am aware of the planned
Okanagan Nation Alliance Youth Run
and know that there has been no contact
to acknowledge the people of this
territory, yet the run is to bring awareness
about suicide prevention and violence
amongst youth in our communities. I
see this act as one of the very reasons
why so many youth are in despair today.
The very act of claiming someone else’s
territory is an act of violence.
We ask those who are responsible
to stop and do the right thing. We would
like to acknowledge all of the youths’
efforts surrounding the Youth Unity Run
and we feel the cause is a worthy one, but
we also feel that the Okanagan Nation
Alliance is using the youth to justify a
devious act.
I only wish to state that I know
the Sinixt Nation representatives and
that I have worked alongside them. I
have winter danced with them, assisted
in building their pithouse and men’s
sweat lodge, built community garden
space, hunted, fished, and gathered
firewood for the elders in the Sinixt
community, blockaded roads to protect
our community watershed, and countless
other activities.
I wish to stand as a community
member in support of the Sinixt
representatives who were appointed by
a council of elders 20 years ago. I honour
them and ask that their protocols and
work be honoured within their traditional
territory.
Limlimpt,
Dennis Zarelli
Vallican

RDCK endorses MOU for transit integration

Voices from the Valleys, continued

