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Smart meter issue heats up as installation time draws nearer
by Jan McMurray
With BC Hydro scheduled to install
smart meters in our area in May and
June, local opposition is mounting.
The residents of Red Mountain
Road (just south of Silverton) and
Argenta/Johnson’s Landing have been
polled and the overwhelming majority
are against the meters. The Villages of
New Denver and Silverton have both
written letters asking for a moratorium
on the mandatory installation of the
meters. The RDCK passed a resolution
at its April 12 meeting supporting the
right of property owners to choose
whether or not they want smart meters
on their properties. Several people in
the area have locked up their existing
analogue meters with a collar lock to
prevent the change-out of their meters.
Three meetings were held in the
area recently on the topic. On April 4, a
meeting was held in Argenta to provide
information to the citizens of Argenta
and Johnson’s Landing about the meters.
Werner Hoffelinck of the Vernon chapter
of Citizens for Safe Technology came
to the area and gave presentations in
New Denver on April 4 and Kaslo on
April 5. He is returning to present in
Nakusp April 20, Winlaw April 21 and
Trail April 23.
Several negative aspects of
smart meters were examined at all
these meetings, including the lack of
democratic process in bringing them in,
their interference with other electrical
and wireless devices, higher hydro
bills, the high cost of the program,
their vulnerability to security breeches
or hacking, and adverse health effects.
There was information on locking up
existing analogue meters and an update
on the two legal battles being fought
by the Citizens for Safe Technology
Society.
MLA Michelle Mungall spoke at the
Argenta meeting. She acknowledged that
she was being partisan, but said the smart
meter issue exemplifies two themes
that have been recurring throughout the
Liberal reign: lack of accountability and
a disregard for the public.
“We’re spending $1 billion on

gadgets – not on health care or home care
or residential care or long-term care or
education or post secondary education
or ensuring future jobs. We’re spending
$1 billion on machinery to replace
machinery that already works,” she said.
Mungall wants to see accountability
for this decision, but the Liberals
have exempted the BC Hydro smart
meter program from the BC Utilities
Commission process, which would
provide some independent oversight.
Bob Yetter of Johnson’s Landing,
who organized the Argenta meeting,
reported that BC Hydro had declined
his invitation to the meeting even though
they said they take every opportunity to
inform people about the program.
Mungall pointed out that the NDP
energy critic presented a petition against
smart meters to the legislature with more
than 15,000 signatures, and RDCK
Area D Director Andy Shadrack, who
attended both the Argenta and Kaslo
meetings, reported that the majority of
BC local governments voted against the
mandatory installation of smart meters
at the Union of BC Municipalities
conference last September.
Shadrack also reported that in Likely,
BC, smart meters were installed in mid
September and nine people lost their
wireless internet service for five weeks.
The Likely internet service provider, CP
Electronics, finally discovered that the
smart meters were interfering with the
wireless internet signal, and had to spend
$12,000-$15,000 to replace equipment
so there would be no more interference.
Citizens for Safe Technology
representative Werner Hoffelinck said
there have been reports of electronic
equipment such as fridges and computers
blowing out, and of interference with
pacemakers and other medical implants
after smart meters have been installed.
Amateur radio operators are also being
affected.
Everywhere smart meters have been
installed, hydro bills have gone up, said
MLA Mungall. “Interesting ‘family first
agenda,’” she commented. She urged
people to let her know if their bills were
increasing.

Bob Yetter of Johnson’s Landing,
said an article in the Province newspaper
talked about a man whose bill jumped
from $170 to $2,000. He had automatic
payment set up, and he is fighting to get
his money back. People were advised to
cancel automatic payment plans.
The $1 billion cost of the smart meter
program was also called into question. A
Citizens for Safe Technology analysis of
the costs in other jurisdictions shows that
BC is paying much more than anywhere
else, at $555 per meter. Ontario paid
$233 per meter. The average cost per
meter in US jurisdictions is $221.25.
In Idaho, where wired meters were
installed, the cost was only $142 per
meter. BC Hydro has stated that they
decided against wired meters because it
is more costly.
Hoffelinck also pointed out that the
lifespan for a smart meter is 20 years,
compared to 50 years for an analogue
meter. So 20 years from now, they will
all have to be changed out again, and in
10 years, he said their batteries will have
to be changed.
Security concerns are also valid,
said Hoffelinck, as wireless systems are

very vulnerable to hacking. “Banks are
wired because of security – these are not
secure,” he said. “People have hacked
into the CIA and the Pentagon, so it is not

going to be a big problem to hack into
this system. Someone could shut down
the whole grid.”
continued on page 3

Susie Madden will be honoured as Nakusp’s Citizen of the Year at a ceremony and banquet, April 28.

Ruth and Nigel Waterfield will be recognized, along with their sons Eric and Rodger, for their lifetime of good works on behalf of the community of Nakusp
at an Awards banquet and ceremony, April 28 at the Legion Hall. The Nakusp Citizen of the Year banquet is a project of the Nakusp Rotary Club.

Would saving $700 affect your decision to buy a new catalytic wood stove?
The RDCK has a $350.00 cash incentive to changeout old non EPA certified wood stoves with new ones.
As a Special Blaze King Dealer we are able to offer an additional $350.00 off of the list price of our
qualifying stoves. We even have an EPA certified wood Add-on Furnace that qualifies.

For more information, call (250) 355-0088
website: www.kootenayfurnace.com • email: kfurnace@netidea.com
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Support for local businesses offered by Rural Development Institute of Selkirk College
by Jan McMurray
Surveying local businesses to find
out what they need and then acting on the
findings is what a Business Retention and
Expansion (BR+E) program is all about.
The Rural Development Institute
(RDI) at Selkirk College is providing
support to regional communities in the
Columbia Basin-Boundary to carry out
BR+E programs. Terri MacDonald,
lead researcher at the RDI, gave a

presentation about the institute and the
BR+E program in New Denver on April
5, and will be presenting in Nakusp on
April 25.
“The BR+E program is focused on
the support, retention and expansion of
businesses already in your community,”
explained MacDonald. “This is a
highly effective economic development
approach, especially in rural areas.
Growing from within is key.”

VILLAGE OF
NEW DENVER

NOTICE – ARBOR DAY

The Village of New Denver is holding an Arbor Day on
Monday, April 30, 2012. We will pick up all yard and
pruning waste that is placed at the curb by 8 a.m.
Please ensure that all branches are bundled and
tied and all garden refuse (leaves, etc.) is
bagged.
Absolutely no household garbage or
construction material will be picked up.
Thank you for your cooperation.

MacDonald said that 70 percent of
a community’s job growth comes from
its existing businesses. “Bringing people
in to start new businesses is much more
difficult,” she added.
The RDI can help regional
communities set up a BR+E program
by providing orientation and training,
customizing the business survey to fit the
community, and analyzing the data. The
community must come up with a project
committee to do the planning, obtain
funding, hire a researcher/coordinator,
handle public relations and ensure both
immediate and long-term action. A
paid researcher/coordinator surveys the
businesses and inputs the data.
MacDonald said Columbia Basin
Trust has committed to providing up to
$10,000 for the researcher/coordinator,
and has purchased a licence to use the
provincial ‘Business Counts’ program.
‘Business Counts’ comes with a readymade survey and online database
designed for BR+E projects. The RDI
will help to customize the ‘Business
Counts’ survey for the community
involved.
MacDonald emphasized that the
success of the project depends on

a committed project committee and
support from the local government,
Chamber of Commerce, and economic
development organization. “You have to
follow through and you have to repeat
the program every three years,” she said.
Expected outcomes of BR+E projects
include an improved understanding of
the needs and collective challenges of a
business community, research to inform a
response to business needs and economic
development planning, and improved
cooperation between key stakeholders.
BR+E programs are already
underway in Nelson, Revelstoke, Greater
Trail, the Boundary region, Cranbrook,
Kimberley, Golden, and the Elk Valley.
The RDI is a partnership between
Selkirk College and the Columbia Basin
Trust. It is the only college-based Rural
Development Institute in a rural area in
Canada. “People are excited about ours
because there’s nothing like it out there,”
said MacDonald.

MacDonald is also the Regional
Innovation Chair for Rural Economic
Development at the college. This was
established in 2005, when the Province
offered $1.5 million to universities
and colleges that could come up with
matching funding. Thanks to numerous
funders including the Regional Districts
of Central Kootenay and Kootenay
Boundary and CBT, Selkirk College
matched the funds and is one of
two colleges in BC with a Regional
Innovation Chair position. The $3
million was put into an endowment fund
to ensure the continuity of the position.
“This Regional Innovation Chair position
is not going anywhere regardless of any
cuts that may have to take place at the
college,” said MacDonald.
The RDI is a collaboration between
the Regional Innovation Chair, the
CBT’s State of the Basin research
initiative, and the Selkirk Geospatial
Research Centre.

submitted
Erica Sigurdson comes to the
Langham in Kaslo on Friday, April
27 at 8 pm. All tickets $15 (adults
only) are available at Willow Home
Gallery and Sunnyside Naturals. Erica
is “Vancouver’s funniest female comic,”
according to the Georgia Straight.
Erica’s first exposure to stand-up
was watching Johnny Carson and while
she didn’t decide right at the moment to
be a comic, the seed had been planted in
her seven-year-old mind. After watching
the comedian perform, Erica wrote
her first joke: “What can a person in
a wheelchair never be?” “A stand-up
comic.”

With performing at the Montreal
Just for Laughs Festival and the CBC
Winnipeg Comedy Festival, taping her
own Comedy Now! special, writing
a Comedy Network pilot and writing
and performing numerous times for
CBC Radio and XFM radio and
most notably being awarded a Leo
for Best Screenwriting for the 21st
Annual Gemini Awards, Erica has been
unstoppable.
Since entering the stand-up scene
in the summer of 2000, her charm, wit
and hilarious stand-up comedy have won
her fans across North America as well
as the respect of her peers and interest
from industry.

Erica Sigurdson comes to Kaslo
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Smart meter issue heats up as installation time draws nearer
continued from page 1
The meters are not CSA or ULC
certified, said Hoffelinck, and there
have been incidents of fires caused by
the meters.
Microwave radiation has been found
to cause steel to break down, according
to Hoffelinck and a citizen at the Argenta
meeting. “It causes steel to rust in a hurry
so what’s it doing to the hemoglobin in
our bloodstream?” asked the citizen.
There are a lot of concerns about
the adverse effect of smart meters on
health. At the Argenta meeting, Susan
Yurychuk of New Denver, representing
the Kootenay Chapter of Citizens for
Safe Technology, said, “This should
be stopped in it tracks because in 2011,
the World Health Organization classed
radiofrequency radiation as a possible
2B carcinogen – the same classification
as lead, asbestos and DDT, and we
don’t have those things anymore.”
She said some scientists believe that
50 percent of the population will be

moderately to severely affected by
electromagnetic frequencies by 2017.
Currently, three to eight percent are
severely electrosensitive.
Yurychuk explained that we are
electrical beings, and every cell in our
body is like an antenna. Electromagnetic
frequencies make our cells “hunker
down” until the EMFs go away. If we are
exposed 24/7, our bodies never have the
time to recuperate, resulting in premature
cell death, which causes chronic fatigue,
infertility, a weakened immune system
and permanent damage to genes.
Yetter reiterated, “Our bodies are
electromagnetic. We are very low
electromagnetic beings – in the 8-10
hertz frequency – and the earth is the
same. You move to the rhythm that’s
present. Smart meters are pulling us into
a higher frequency – a stressful situation.
To think these have no effect on us is
absurd and incorrect.” Yetter said people
started to get sick from electromagnetic
radiation in 1932 with the advent of

radio. He said NASA, scientists and
doctors have called for a moratorium on
the installation of smart meters.
Although BC Hydro claims that the
meters emit very low-frequency radiation
six times per day and for less than one
minute per day, Hoffelinck showed
video footage of someone measuring
the emissions from a smart meter – and
they were very high-frequency and fairly
constant. Just recently, in response to
a court order, the Californian utility
PG&E has disclosed that their smart
meters transmit radiofrequency radiation
signals, on average, 14,000 times per
day, once every six seconds.
So what can people do? Yurychuk
said many are locking their meters with
metal collars. She warned that tampering
with the meters is a federal offense, but
said BC Hydro would have to charge
everyone individually, so it would be
time consuming and costly for them.
Mungall said no one who has resisted
so far has been arrested or had their

submitted
Rising Dawn Productions will
be filming concert pianist/ filmmaker
Dharel Verville, starring in the major
motion picture production ‘On the
Shore of Dreams,’ on Sunday, April
29 beginning at 1 pm at the Memorial
Hall in Silverton, and on Sunday, May
13 beginning at 3 pm at St Andrew’s
Heritage Hall in Kaslo.
Director Gary Ramsbottom is asking
for local citizens to come and fill the
halls, as the shoot is looking to include
audience in the finished film. “We’re
looking to see great reactions by the
audience, particularly in response to
Dharel Verville’s virtuosic piano playing,
not to be missed!” says Ramsbottom.
‘On the Shore of Dreams,’ the
title of the film, is the tragi-comic,
thought-engaging, heart-stirring and
enigmatic story of a brilliant concert
pianist who becomes severely afflicted
with a multiple personality disorder.
The story begins when the ‘shattered
pianist’ meets Julia (the psychotherapist)
and tells her of his heart wrenching
experiences connected to the current
‘war on terror,’ images of wounded and
maimed children, which have led to
his emotional and mental breakdown.
These experiences have become so
frequent and severe that he is no longer
able to perform concerts and suffers the
delusion that his own child has been
killed in the war.
The story quickly develops in comitragic complexity as Julia identifies five
distinct ‘personalities’ that are unaware
of each other, and she begins to introduce
each of these distinct personalities to
each other. Each personality experiences
the war and its effects very differently
and each one interprets and responds in

radically different ways.
Because of the extreme polarity
between the two most opposite
characters, the conflict and emotional
intensity between them increases as they
come to know each other and the plans
of action that the one ‘dark’ personality
has present an ultimate moral and ethical
challenge for the ‘spiritual personality.’
All five personalities contribute
to an obsession with issues of violent
disobedience versus peaceful civil
disobedience, corrupt political systems,
media monopolies, conspiracy theories,
Judeo-Christian myths are all brought
into the fray in the humorous, yet
intense, clash of personalities. Each
personality has an element of genius
about them as well as a mental defect
which characterizes the disorder, i.e.
megalomaniacal, paranoid, manic,
narcissistic, fixated, emotionally distant,
suspended development syndromes.
The plot heats up to the climax
where a full blown tragedy, in the form
of a terrorist crime, may happen unless
Julia can succeed in the process of
integrating the five ‘personalities’ to
the point where they can find unity of
purpose through understanding, sacrifice
and mutual compromise. The surprising
and humorous solution to the complex
problems which unfolds during the
climax is certain to entertain the viewer.
‘On the Shore of Dreams’ hails
as a story with humour, tragedy,
philosophical revelation, cultural
critique, and social commentary all
framed within the poignant depiction
of a multiple personality disordered
concert pianist.
During pre-production, Eric
Paulson, multiple award-winning film
producer and director, and Verville

were invited on the Dragon’s Den,
CBC’s number 1 rated television show
to present their idea’s for the production
of Dharel’s film project. Eric told the
dragons that ‘On the Shore of Dreams’
has the makings of a truly great film!”
Anton Keurti, Canada’s premier
concert pianist, hailed Dharel’s piano
performance as “....virtuosic and
impassioned, one of the top handful of
pianists in Canada”.
Dharel may be most adequately
described as a true renaissance artist
in that he has written, produced, and
performed as actor and pianist in five
multi-media plays. Verville’s most
recent accomplishment is the very well
received feature documentary film ‘The
Naked Queen.’ He has also toured the
Kootenays with his ‘I Am Now We Are’
concert piano performances.
The afternoon concert and filming
events will surely entertain, inform,
and most of all delight and surprise the
members of the audience. Be sure to
attend Sunday, April 29 at 1 pm at the
Silverton Memorial Hall or Sunday, May
13 at St Andrew’s Heritage Hall in Kaslo
beginning at 3 pm.
Tickets only $10 for adults and $5
for students for these two events.

Feature film shoot in Silverton and Kaslo calls for extras

411

power cut off, adding that the courts are
extremely backlogged.
The Citizens for Safe Technology
are continuing their legal battles. They
have filed an appeal with the BC Utilities
Commission and with the BC Court of
Appeal, insisting on BCUC oversight
on the BC Hydro smart meter program.
They have also gone to the Human
Rights Tribunal, requesting that people
with a medical diagnosis be allowed to
keep their analogue meters.
More information on the negative
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aspects of smart meters and on how to
donate to the cause can be found at www.
citizensforsafetechnology.org. Contact
358-6804 to inquire about collar locks.

ULRIKE ZOBEL, LAWYER
PRACTISE RESTRICTED TO:
CRIMINAL & FAMILY LAW

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
208 Broadway St., Nakusp, BC

250-265-4372 • 1-877-265-4372

www.ulrikezobel.com
Serving the Arrow and Slocan Lakes

On the Shore of Dreams, a major BC motion picture is in
production and will be shooting at the Silverton Hall in Silverton
April 29th at 1:00 PM. The event will feature Dharel Verville
performing late Beethoven masterpieces with the very special
performance of the 1st movement of Beethoven’s 5th symphony
transcribed for piano by the great composer Franz Liszt. The
story is about a concert pianist who has developed a multiple
personality disorder related to
the war on terror. You, the
audience could be in the
film as the producer is
Teenagers can
looking for audience
dress up as
response.
punk-rockers
and may have the
chance for a cameo
part in the film. The producer
is hoping to fill the theatre as the
film needs a large audience. Prices
for tickets are $5 for students and
seniors and $10 for adults. Don’t
miss the excitement and the
opportunity to
be part of this
movie making
history.

Public Notice of Intent
Proposed Road Name Change

The Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure gives notice pursuant to Section
2(1) (f) and 2(2) of the Transportation Act, that an application has been made to
change the name of that portion of McKillop Road, in the Edgewood area and lying
2.4 kilometers west of Inonoaklin Valley Road connecting to and running south of
Robinson Road, to Armstrong Road. McKillop Road extends approximately 0.79
kilometers from Robinson Road to its terminus adjacent to Lots A and 1 of TP 69,
Plan 1057, Kootenay District.
A plan showing the location of the proposed road name change may be viewed at the
Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure’s office at 310 Ward Street, Nelson, BC.
Any comments regarding this proposed road name change should be submitted in
writing to the Ministry contact noted below no later than May 23,2012. The identity of
any respondents and the contents of anything submitted in relation to this application
will become part of the public record.

_____________________________________________________
Operations Technician
Ministry of Transportation & Infrastructure
West Kootenay District
4th Floor – 310 Ward Nelson, BC
V1L 5S4
________________________________________________

Put some spring in your step with a pair of new running shoes
Great selection, professional fitting,
expert advice, comfort guarantee.
www.vincedevito.com
www.facebook.com/pages/
Vince-DeVitos-SpecialtyFootwear-LTD

411 Hall Street • Nelson, BC • 250-352-6261 • Toll-free: 1-800-337-1622
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Time to fund heritage

Over the course of the last several decades, all levels of government have
reduced the amount of funding going to heritage projects in this country. When
faced with budgetary crises of their own making, successive provincial and
federal governments have chosen to cut funding for heritage conservation,
rather than raise taxes or cut spending on other areas of the budget.
While there’s still a few capital grants out there for heritage projects,
government has gotten away from funding the operations of heritage sites.
Small museums run by non-profit societies have been particularly hard hit by
successive rounds of belt-tightening. Volunteers are burning out, and getting
older. Most museums have restricted their hours of operation. Professional
staff are being laid off, or woefully underpaid.
Heritage buildings are not being maintained, and volunteers spend more
time fund-raising than conserving. The problem isn’t money, it’s political
will. Until we can convince our politicians that heritage is sexier than new
fighter planes or prisons, a bigger tourist attraction than a year-round ski resort
on a receding glacier, and a better vote-getter than new washrooms in every
community hall in the Slocan Valley, heritage will continue to get short shrift.
That’s a shame. When we don’t take care of our history, we lose track
of who we are. We no longer know where we came from, and it becomes
impossible to chart a path forward.
Our heritage, as a nation, a province and as communities is the most
important legacy of our ancestors, and our most important gift to our children
and grandchildren. It’s time to stop the neglect.
Dan Nicholson, publisher

Open letter
to Minister of
Transportation
and
Infrastructure
Blair Lekstrom

I am writing you this letter with
all due respect about a major concern
– the appalling and disgusting road
maintenance on Sorokin Road in
Crescent Valley, BC. This winter, on
January 26, a man coming home to his
family (wife and two children) from
work got killed due to lack (neglect)
of road maintenance. Now, spring is
here and I phoned YRB and MLA
Michelle Mungall to request that the
potholes be filled on our road. They
are unbelievably dangerous. What
will it take to be heard and get our
roads attended to? We are taxpayers.
Corina Kabatoff
Crescent Valley

Dispelling war
propaganda

I see Canada sent many high school
students to the Vimy Ridge memorial
to be propagandized into believing that
war gave us democracy and united our
nation. Such mindless, unhistorical
brainwash must be fought at every turn,
and here is my attempt to do that.
I am a teacher and I abhor how our
schools and texts still deliver a version
of war history stained by the propaganda
of a war 100 years ago. Shame on our
educators. And, Hollywood pitches in
with Spielberg’s popular film, ‘War
Horse,’ making it all the harder to tell
truth to the young. We cannot face that
that war was horror without good cause
or good result.
Propaganda disguised as history
prepares us for the next war when our
rulers will want us passive, ready to
support more violence ‘for love of
country.’ It’s enough to make one weep.
Charles Jeanes
Nelson

EDITORIAL / LETTERS POLICY

The Valley Voice welcomes letters to the editor and community news
articles from our readers.
Letters and articles should be no longer than 500 words and may be
edited. We reserve the right to reject any submitted material.
Please mark your letter “LETTER TO THE EDITOR.” Include your
address and daytime phone number for verification purposes.
We will not knowingly publish any letter that is defamatory or libelous.
We will not publish anonymous letters or letters signed with pseudonyms,
except in extraordinary circumstances.
Opinions expressed in published letters are those of the author and not
necessarily those of the Valley Voice.
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Saturday & Sunday Brunch - 8:30 am - 1:30 pm
See our ad on page 12 for the whole menu.

430 Front Street, Kaslo, BC
250-353-7714

The Ingrid Rice cartoon is a satirical look at current events in politics and is sponsored by the Kaslo Hotel. The Hotel does not necessarily share the political views of the artist.

Silverton council
song and dance

Mayor Provan and the Village
of Silverton councillors told me at
the Silverton Facilities & Recreation
meeting (April 3) that they and the
Village staff had put a lot of time and
thought into the problems we have
with the campground.
I am amazed!
If that much time and effort has
gone in, why don’t they have direct
answers to direct questions?
When I asked how many trees
they would remove to accommodate
traffic when they build the fence,
they said they don’t know. I asked if
they had plans to cut down any trees
in the campground. Chairperson
Love said he may have heard a
whisper. Hey, I asked an intelligent
question, I would like an intelligent
answer. Another councillor told me
two trees were being removed, one
of which is the tree that leans toward
our house. Our thanks to council for
that – it is a step in the right direction.
When I asked directly if I would
have access to Water Street if I
were to build a garage at the back
of our property, one councillor
member said that they hadn’t seen a
building application from us. Then
I was reminded my street address
is 5th Street and the Village has no

obligation to grant us access from
anywhere else. Again, song and
dance. No real answer.
We are not asking for more
access – we just want Water Street
to remain an access, as it has been
since it has been a street.
So I asked why council refused
to do what we had originally asked
them to do with the campground. I
was told that they weren’t willing
to give up 30 to 40 feet of the
campground. They also said they
didn’t want to lose the revenue from
the loss of campsites. With all the
time and effort they claim to have
put into this issue, they forgot to do
something – Listen To Us! We asked
for 25 to 30 feet. As to the loss of
campsites, there won’t be any. Just
move the access for some and make
two or three tenting sites that would
be accessed from the middle of the
campground.
After all the song and dance and
no real answers, I was told I wasn’t
allowed to bring up these issues
anymore because they had answered
my questions enough times. Go
figure, eh.
I’ll leave you with this. All
council members who live in town
use as their main access a street or
lane that is not their street address.
Don & Barb Broughton
Silverton

Government must be
fiscally responsible

When the Socreds left office in
1991 the total provincial debt was $19
billion. A decade later under the NDP
it had doubled to $38 billion and this
year Liberal Finance Minister Kevin
Falcon is projecting that it will reach
$62.7 billion by 2013-14. It has not
mattered whether it was an NDP or
Liberal government in power since
1991 – the increase in public debt has
averaged $1.9 billion a year.
In effect the public debt has grown
at a rate of 15 percent per year, far above
any expansion of the economy or the
rate of inflation.
What’s the point of cutting personal
and corporate income taxes, as both
the NDP and Liberals have done, if we
have had to borrow an average of $1.9
billion per year to pay for those tax
cuts? Further, sooner rather than later,
the cost of borrowing that $62.7 billion
is going to cost us, the taxpayers, a lot
more than the $19 billion debt left by
the Socreds.
In politics, if you think something
is too good to be true, then it usually is.
Just like you cannot let the social fabric
of a society or the environment that
surrounds us unravel, so too can you not
be fiscally irresponsible in government.
Andy Shadrack
Kaslo

Box 70, New Denver, BC V0G 1S0
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Katimavik decision In praise of bridges
disappoints youth and tunnels
With graduation on the horizon,
now is the time, as a graduate, to plan
for the future. I admit I was scared
making those decisions. Feeling like
I didn’t have a direction to point
myself in and having no idea how I
wanted to spend the next years of my
life, I started researching volunteer
programs. And I found a really great
one.
It didn’t cost thousands of dollars,
like all the others. It didn’t have an age
minimum of 18. It lasted over a period
of six months, and was even offered
through a Canadian organization.
I proceeded to talk to my parents,
and we both agreed that delaying post
secondary education to make new
experiences through this program
would really benefit me in the end.
I got really excited, and it seemed
everything was working out. My
friends were a little surprised by my
decision, but just like my family and
teachers, they supported me. Finally
it seemed I knew what next year was
going to look like.
This program that I was so excited
to be a part of was offered through
Katimavik. As some of you may
know, Katimavik was just cut out of
the federal budget. This means that my
plans to spend six months of my life
volunteering in Canadian communities
has come to an abrupt end, even before
it started.
I am not just disappointed at the
government for eliminating its funding
to such an amazing program. I am
angry. What kind of nation takes an
organization that’s focus is to mould
youth into active, confident, involved
citizens, and destroys it?
As a young person unsure of what
to pursue in post-secondary studies,
Katimavik would have been a great
opportunity for me to expand my ideas
of not just my country, but also myself.
I think Justin Trudeau was correct
when he stated, that “the decision to
cut [Katimavik’s funding]… is purely
ideological, because anything that
empowers young people frightens
these Conservatives.” It’s sad that
this government cannot support youth
through beneficial programs that
ultimately become beneficial to our
country.
I’ve heard about how great
Katimavik is, how much it changes
you, and makes you see things in a
different light. That’s what I wanted.
To be changed. To be able to accept
this opportunity to explore our
amazing multicultural country.
In the future I hope that
Canada can remedy this mistake
the Conservatives have just made,
by returning the support to youth
organizations like Katimavik. It’s
important to put an emphasis on
programs and organizations that have
positive impacts on youth. After all,
we are the leaders of tomorrow.
Sadye Butler
New Denver

I am writing in response to a letter
in the April 4 issue of Valley Voice from
Vladimir Stuchlik regarding problems at
the Galena Bay ferry. I am in complete
agreement and sympathy with this man.
I use both this ferry and the
one at Needles frequently, and have
experienced numerous lengthy delays.
Acknowledging that the ferries do, and
will break down on occasion, I have
often wondered what would happen in
the event of a serious medical emergency
at one of the terminals?
Much longer and larger bridges and
tunnels than would be needed here have
been built in many parts of the world,
and have by now seen years of service
with no significant problems. In many
cases, these structures are in areas with
far greater external physical risks than a
bridge or tunnel at either Arrow Lakes
crossing would have to endure. In other
words, we have the technology!
If you read your history carefully,
you will discover that a bridge was
promised at Needles in 1965. After this
length of time, that bridge would be long
paid for. If the political will exists, money
for a fixed link can be found, and I would
also gladly pay a toll to use it. When are
the Kootenays going to be considered
part of the outside world?
Cam Clayton
Kaslo

committed to “providing accurate and
timely information” about smart meters.
I beg to differ. I sent numerous emails
to Ms Coules and other members of
the smart meter team, asking specific
questions about exactly what the system
would look like for my area. I let them
know that I wanted to be able to provide
their “accurate and timely” information
to my community at a meeting we held
April 4, a meeting BC Hydro declined
our invitation to. I waited, tried to call,
wrote again and waited. The anonymous
(no one signed it) response finally came
the day after our meeting, where they
basically told me it was none of my
business. The answers were vague at
best, and at numerous times cited the
standard disclaimer of our times: “ …
safety and security.”
But safety and security is exactly
what I want! Safety from forced health
hazards and corporate extortion; security
from potentially hacked personal
information, and invasion of privacy
in my home. I had always understood
these things to be fundamental human
rights. It comes down to this: forcing
hazardous devices onto your own
citizens’ homes is a crime. It is a crime
against health, private property, privacy,
and democracy itself. As in any case, it
doesn’t matter who tells you to commit
the crime, or how to justify it – it is still
a crime.
Bob Yetter
Johnson’s Landing

In regards to your aptly named
smart meters, my dictionary defines
“smart” as a reference to misery, a
source of harm, or, specifically, “to
suffer acutely.” The word stems from
the Germanic word smerd, “pain.” The
word does not imply “intelligence.”
The closest it comes to that is “witty.”
The professional physician’s
organization, American Academy of
Environmental Medicine (est. 1965),
has joined the ranks of “intelligent”
people and organizations calling for
a moratorium on these harmful smart
meters.
Maybe we should listen to the
doctors… The AAEM’s position
is: “Chronic exposure to wireless
radiofrequency radiation is a
preventable environmental hazard
that is sufficiently well documented
to warrant immediate preventative
public health action.” And further:
“...medical evidence suggests health
risks which can potentially affect large
populations.”
Information to the contrary can
always be bought with sufficient
research funds, but the mounting
scientific evidence of health impacts
from wireless devices has become
irrefutable. In the face of such significant
documentation, even the World Health
Organization had to come on board,
declaring EMFs a class 2b possible
carcinogen.
BC Hydro PR person, Mary Anne
Coules, writes in the last issue of
the Valley Voice that BC Hydro is

I had a significant response to my
previous letters, and here’s some of the
feedback I got.
Due to significant twinning of Hwy
#1, it is getting easier every year to get
to Revelstoke from Vernon, Kelowna,
Kamloops and Alberta. Hwy #1 is the
main Trans-Canada traffic corridor and
is where all the government money
goes for improvements. It is common
practice to upgrade connecting road
structures where arteries are built and
twinned. What nobody seems to have
taken into consideration – the fixed link
will virtually eliminate long-distance
traffic via the environmentally sensitive
mountains and Needles ferry, reducing
that traffic to just local. Presently, the
desperate semis take the overnight
Needles ferry, and travel through the
quiet neighbourhoods between Fauquier
and Nakusp. The fixed link will also
reduce the long distance heavy traffic
from the New Denver side for the same
reasons.
Everybody I spoke with thinks
the proposed larger but single ferry
will make things even worse. A larger
ferry with no backup means more fear
of getting stuck with small children
on board, more delays in loading and
unloading, more vehicles in the lineup,
and traffic jams when unloaded. Frankly,
I don’t believe the larger ferry can make
the turnaround in one hour – more
like one hour and 15-20 minutes. This
would mean even more delays, and the
capacity advantage eliminated, as there
would be fewer runs per day. Twinning

Open letter to
BC Hydro

Fixed link to
Revelstoke
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the ramps is expensive, and it is quite
dangerous to load and unload two lanes
of vehicles moving simultaneously.
This is why larger ferries have singlevehicle ramps and multi-level loading,
and that gets very expensive. It requires
multi-lane waiting areas with large and
small vehicles separated. But twinning
the ramp will also require twinning the
highway for at least one kilometre on
each side. Otherwise the traffic will jam
the ramp, and delay the ferry even more.
It seems so unreal… will anyone be held
accountable for this? It is the taxpayers’
money at work.
Based on the information so far, the
advantages of the fixed link over the
larger single ferry come out at least 2:1.
This is when taking into consideration
the cost, environmental impact,
reduction of traffic through inhabited
areas, and perhaps even cancellation of
the night on-call hours at Needles ferry.
The wildlife traffic accidents will be
reduced, too, and I wonder how many
people have died in the mountains due
to difficult road conditions, who would
have taken the Revelstoke route if the
fixed link was there. So the advantages
of the fixed link are almost too many to
count. The fixed link is a win-win-win
situation everywhere you look.
One caller said the ferries are a
tourist attraction. If so, why not turn that
Galena ferry into a real tourist attraction?
For a paid ticket, it can run all the way
to Nakusp and even further south during
the tourist season. Perhaps some free
enterprise business would give it a try.
Vladimir Stuchlik, P. Eng.
Nakusp

Testing the IQ
of ‘smart’ meters

I just returned from my first speaking
tour in the Kootenays. First I would like
to thank the numerous people who
helped to organize my presentations in
New Denver and Kaslo. Some helped to
source a venue, others took on the role
of wonderful hosts and the people in
attendance generously donated towards
the coverage of my vehicle expenses.
Many expressed their gratitude for the
indepth information provided.
My presentation covers the
multitude of issues, flaws and the dark
side of the smart meter program. Utilities
tout the smart meter grid as having
multiple benefits to the customer. Closer
scrutiny reveals that there are absolutely
no advantages for us and there are many
issues surrounding the program. Here
is a short description of some of them.
Financial: while utilities say the
technology will keep rates low, we only
see rate increases. Some customers are
reporting doubled and tripled bills in
every place the smart meters have been
installed.
Safety: an increasing number of
fires caused by smart meters are being
investigated. In BC the meters are
neither CSA nor UL approved and
many insurance companies are refusing
to cover damage caused by the new
technology.
Security: all wireless data
transmission technology can be hacked

into. Even the Pentagon wasn’t safe to
hacking and the Stuxnet virus attacked
a nuclear plant in Iran.
Bees are not returning to their
hives in the presence of disturbing
radiofrequencies. Without pollinators we
lose most of our food supply.
Privacy: there is no way any
company can guarantee the safety and
privacy of the data they collect from us.
With ‘smart’ appliances communicating
with the smart meters, we will have no
privacy left as most of our activities will
be monitored and could also become
available to anyone acquiring access to
this information.
Environment: analogue meters
have a 50 years + excellent track record
and as a robust, reliable technology,
don’t need to be replaced. By adapting
the smart meter digital technology,
the step will be made towards neverending expenditures, as constant updates
and replacements akin to our home
computers will be necessary. The data
collecting, transmission and processing
will require large amounts of extra
energy, moreso because of the fact that
wireless technology is very energy
inefficient. The wireless communication
industry has already become the number
one power consumer.
Health: independent studies reveal
the many risks accompanying the
use of microwave technology. By
attaching a radiofrequency-emitting
device to our homes, we will be used
as guinea pigs in the largest worldwide
experiment ever. Even the WHO (not the
fastest of institutions to take measures
to protect health), has now labelled
microwave radiation as a possible class
2B carcinogen (the same class as lead,
DDT, etc). In Canada, Safety Code 6
is supposed to protect Canadians. The
present limits in the code are hopelessly
outdated and not adequate to protect
us from the ever-increasing levels of
exposure that we are subjected to. As a
result, the number of people with Electro
Hyper Sensitivity is rising quickly.
No public input and erosion of our
rights: the smart grid program is exempt
from BC Utilities Commission and as
such from public oversight. In September
last fall, 55 percent of the members of
the Union of BC Municipalities voted
for a moratorium that was ignored by
the BC government. Since then, 39
municipalities have passed resolutions
for a moratorium or opt-out program.
Some US states and other counties,
countries and provinces have opt-outs or
even bans in place. The only option the
BC government has given its people is to
move out of province or get off the grid.
My next speaking tour is being
planned. I will be showing my
presentation and answering questions
in Nakusp on April 20 at 7 pm at the
Bonnington Arts Centre, in Winlaw on
April 21 at 7 pm (volunteers can help
setup from 5:30 on) at the Cedar Creek
Cafe and in Trail on April 22 at 1:30 pm
at the Legion. I am willing to present
in a few more locations. For inquiries:
cstvernon@hotmail.com
Werner Hoffelinck, Citizens for
Safe Technology
Vernon
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Kaslo council, April 4: Canada Day folk festival hopes to set up on Water Street
by Jan McMurray
• Mayor Lay opened the meeting
with a moment of silence for Isabel
Butler, who passed away on March
29. She was mayor of Kaslo 1978-79
and councillor 1975-77 and 1985-87.
She also played a key part in the Moyie
restoration project.
• The Kaslo Canada Day Festival
Society is planning a two-day folk
festival on June 30 and July 1, with
fireworks on Canada Day. A letter from
John Eckland of the society states: “It
is our ultimate goal to build the folk
fest so that it can rival Jazz Fest in size
and beneficial economic impact for the
Village in the years ahead.” The plan
this year is to set up the stage behind
the hotel, backing up to the lake, with
seating on Water Street, the Village
Green and the hotel property. Eckland’s
letter requests closure of Water Street
behind the hotel and Village Green
from 10 am to 10 pm on the two
days. The request was referred to the
Development Services Committee for
recommendation to council.
As per the policy for street closures,
all Water Street business owners will
be notified of this request and asked for
their input.
The street closure policy will be
reviewed by the Municipal Services
Committee, as it was pointed out that
the policy puts the onus on the proponent
to contact the affected property owners,
but Village staff carried this out for the
Sufferfest request and will do so for the
Canada Day folk festival request as well.
• A repair project description for the
SS Moyie Interpretative Centre from
the Kootenay Lake Historical Society

Real Estate in Kaslo and
North Kootenay Lake
www.century21kaslo.com
kul@century21kaslo.com
250-505-4722
Century21 Mountainview Realty Ltd.

was approved. The 20-year-old centre
will get a new roof covering, new eaves
troughs and downspouts, new treads
on the exterior stairway, repairs to the
north deck, and new double doors facing
the lake.
• It appears that development plans
for the laundromat building are on hold.
A letter from lawyer Tom Humphries
informs council the paperwork that
would allow posts to be placed on
the sidewalk in front of the building
is complete, but the owners of the
property have instructed Humphries
not to register the document. Humphries
assures council that he will not register
the document without first notifying
council.
• WREN Consulting will be asked
to contact the Village for a field tour
of fuel management locations when
weather permits, and before the end of
May 2012.
• An email from Diana Brooks,
Ministry of Jobs, Tourism and Innovation,
follows up on her presentation to council
on March 13 about the BC Jobs Plan.
She says the Village is automatically
included in initiatives such as the SE BC
Employment Lands Inventory and she
will be in touch to identify and profile
investment and business opportunities
in the community. This was referred to
the Sustainable Economic Development
Select Committee for information.
• Correspondence from the Ministry
of Transportation confirms that the
sidewalk painting on 4th Street from
the City Hall building to Mohawk will
be done this summer.
• At a budget committee meeting
April 4, it was agreed to apply for
$24,500 in RDCK Community
Development Funds, for economic
development ($5,000), fuel management
($5,000) and boat launch construction
($14,500). Also, the Village will apply
for a $50,000 grant to the Kaslo & Area
Regional Facilities, Recreation and
Parks Commission for the purpose of
upgrading the arena and curling club.
• Resident Anne Malik submitted
a proposal for a fair and equitable way
to calculate a contribution from the
campground to the sewer system reserve
fund. The proposal was referred to the
Municipal Services Committee for
recommendation to council.

Open Daily
6:30 am to
8:00 pm
– Licensed –

Located at the Heart of
Front Street • 353-2955
“Best Eggs Benedict Ever”
Mexican, Salads,
Dinners, Wraps & Stir-Fry

• The Village of Kaslo’s Carbon
Neutral Action Plan was received and
referred to the Development Services
Committee for recommendation to
council prior to adoption. Actions
identified in the plan for 2012 can be
substantially accomplished by adopting
a Green Building Policy and a Green
Purchasing Policy. The specific actions
for 2012 include: commit to building the
most energy efficient facilities; optimize
siting and orientation of new buildings;
require evaluation of renewable energy
sources for new construction and
major renovations; incorporate energy
management into annual building
maintenance procedures; incorporate

GHG tracking requirements into service
provider agreements; encourage and
recognize staff who develop new energy
saving/GHG reduction measures;
identify the owner of the plan; assign
the carbon tax rebate into an energy
conservation fund.
• May Days requests regarding
garbage pick-up and street closures were
referred to the Development Services
Committee for recommendation
to council. A beer garden license
application by the Kaslo Golf Club for
Kaslo Loggers Sports on May 20 from
11am to 5:30 pm was approved.
• Requests from Kaslo Jazz Etc.
Society regarding use of Kaslo Bay

Park for the 21st annual summer
music festival were referred to the
Development Services Committee for
recommendation to council.
• Pending the outcome of the survey
for closure of Water Street during
Sufferfest, the following was approved:
closure of Water Street from the Kaslo
Hotel to the cenotaph; closure of the
north lane only of Kaslo Bay Road to
Kaslo Bay Park; and closure of the west
lane only of 5th Street from A Avenue
to Water Street.
• CAO sawyer was authorized to
attend a meeting of the West Kootenay
Bear Conflict Working Group on May
30 in Nelson.

by Jan McMurray
A new fire hall for Kaslo and area
is being proposed that could cost the
owner of a $300,000 residential property
about $292.50 per year and a $300,000
business property $716.63 per year.
The proposal was presented at a public
meeting on April 11 at the Legion Hall
by Terry Swan, Regional Fire Chief at
the RDCK.
“There is a reasonable expectation
that you are going to pay less, but we
have to go worst case scenario,” said
Swan. “I’m not going to stand in front
of you in a year’s time and say we made
a mistake and let’s do this again.”
Residential taxation on the fire
service, including the capital cost of
the new hall and the operating cost of
the department, would be 97.5 cents
per $1,000 of assessed property value
(worst case scenario). This would apply
to residents of the Village of Kaslo and
the portion of Area D from just south
of Fletcher Creek to Shutty Bench.
Currently, the defined Area D residents
are paying 36 cents per $1,000 and Kaslo
residents are paying 45 cents per $1,000.
The new proposal will go to
referendum on August 31.
Over the course of the meeting,
it became clear that the current fire
service in Kaslo is not sustainable. The
hall is not big enough to house all five
major pieces of equipment owned by the
department, so two of them are stored
elsewhere. The building would not pass
WorkSafe BC inspection and would be
extremely costly to bring up to standard.
The department owes $394,000 on two
trucks, and will have to replace two
trucks at a cost of $451,000 in seven
years. “If we don’t do something now,
you risk losing the service. On its own,
it’s headed downhill and it will crash,”
warned Swan.
The proposal is for the fire
department to become an RDCK service,
so the assets would become the property
of the RDCK, but would remain in Kaslo.
People were assured that the “name,
heritage and community identity” of the

Kaslo Volunteer Fire Department would
remain unchanged as an RDCK service.
Mayor Lay pointed out that the RDCK
would be taking over the department’s
debt, thereby reducing Kaslo’s debt load.
The budget includes establishment of a
reserve fund to save $451,000 in seven
years for the two new trucks. Also, the
RDCK would be borrowing the money
to construct the new fire hall, so Kaslo’s
borrowing power would not be affected.
“Neither of us can afford to do
this on our own. This is not about the
RDCK trying to take over – it’s about
partnering to give our citizens long-term,
sustainable fire protection,” said Swan.
“We’re recovering a service, making it a
better service that will be here 60 years
from now and will cost you less in the
long run.”
The cost was the biggest concern of
the public. “This is a hard sell – that’s the
coffee shop talk,” said Pat Mackle. “If it
had happened five years ago, it wouldn’t
be so hard, but now, when the economy
is so bad, it’s a hard sell.”
Swan understood, but said he hoped
people realized there was a possibility
they could lose the service.
“Is this a Cadillac or a Chevy?”
someone asked, to which Swan replied,
“A Chevette.” The proposed new station
is 7,000 square feet, with two drivethrough bays, each 100 feet long. It can
house six apparatus and is essentially
the same hall that was built recently in
Sorrento, BC. It is proposed as a wood
frame building, as Kaslo has a Wood
First policy. It was also pointed out that
a tender for a wood frame building would
be more likely to attract local bids than a
steel frame building.
Swan said he looked at a steel
frame building, and the savings would
be $200,000 at most, which would be a
matter of pennies off each tax bill, “so
let’s support Kaslo’s Wood First policy
and local labour.”
Swan listed all the ways the costs,
and therefore people’s taxes, could
come down. First, the Village of Kaslo is
providing the land beside the arena for the

new fire hall and the water connection,
and Area D Director Andy Shadrack
has agreed to pay the Village $100,000
in exchange ($85,000 for the land and
$15,000 for the water). Shadrack has
the $100,000 in Community Works (gas
tax) funding, but he must get approval
from the RDCK board before he can
make the contribution. That $100,000
is in the budget now, but is pretty much
guaranteed to come out.
Second, the budget numbers are
based on 2017 numbers, not 2013
numbers. Construction of the hall is
proposed to start spring 2013.
Third, Ainsworth and Woodbury
will be going to referendum to determine
if they want to continue receiving fire
response (not fire protection) from the
new regional department. Currently,
those two communities receive fire
response service from the Kaslo
department at a cost of $12,000 per year.
If the referendum on fire response for
Ainsworth and Woodbury is successful,
the budget will be $12,000 to the good.
Fourth, when the same fire hall was
built in Sorrento, the cost was much
less because of community support. If
Kaslo and area can pitch in, there will
be savings.
Fifth, the interest rate for borrowing
from the Municipal Finance Authority
today is 4.1%, but Swan factored in 5.1%
to this budget.
Sixth, the capital costs will go away
in time. The money owed on the existing
equipment will be paid off in 10 years,
so about $345,000 will be taken out of
the budget in 10 years’ time. The term of
the loan is 20 years.
The proposal includes $1,430,000
total capital costs: $1,250,000 for the
construction of the new hall, $25,000
for septic and hydro, $25,000 to furnish
the hall, and $130,000 for contingencies.
The annual cost of borrowing the
$1,430,000 for the capital costs is
$123,106. Annual operating costs of the
department are $191,010. So, the total
annual cost (capital plus operating) is
$314,116.

Kaslo area residents balk at cost of proposed new fire hall
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Slocan council, April 10: Interface fire protection remains a priority
by Veronika Pellowski
• Stephan Martineau of SIFCo
made a presentation to council,
encouraging a continued interface
fire protection program. Martineau
complimented council on the extensive
fuel management work already carried
out within Village boundaries.
He outlined two UBCM funding
programs with application deadlines
of April 27 and October 5. The Fuel
Management Prescription Program
provides 75 percent funding towards
the development of prescriptions, which
are planning documents for the fuel
treatment work to be done in identified
areas. The Community Operational
Fuel Treatment Program then provides
90 percent funding up to $100,000 and
75 percent funding thereafter for the
work described in the prescriptions to
be implemented.
Martineau estimated that a
prescription program for Slocan would
cost $10,000-$12,000 (UBCM $9,000,
Village $3,000).

Council decided to apply for $9,000
under the UBCM’s Fuel Management
Prescription Program by April 27, and
to earmark up to $3,000 of Village funds
for the project. The areas identified are
outside the Village boundary, so council
will ask Area H Director Walter Popoff
to share the Village’s costs.
Once the prescription work is
done, Martineau encouraged council
to consider applying for the operational
funding. He said that for a $400,000
project, UBCM would provide
approximately $316,666 and the CBT
is offering to contribute 50 percent of
the balance. Donated equipment and
time, both from the Village and private
individuals can be used to cover the
remaining balance. Apart from the
obvious wildfire prevention benefits to
the community, carrying out the work
will provide at least seven jobs for nine or
ten months for forestry workers. He said
the treatment work is effective for at least
10 years. Then, Martineau recommends
four days’ work with brush saws every

by Michael Dorsey
• Councillor Fox reported on
the Council Cafe conversations, and
suggested creating a “living document”
to be posted on the Village website,
where people can continue to provide
feedback. Mayor Bunka stated the cafe
sessions were “a great idea,” and that
she had received positive comments on
them. Council decided to schedule the
next cafe for June, to be announced.
• Councillor von Krogh reported
meeting with the Slocan Lake
Stewardship Society. He informed
council that a similar organization exists
for Kootenay Lake and is supported by
RDCK. von Krogh hopes the SLSS
will be RDCK supported next year, and
noted that the BC Lake Stewardship
Society would be holding its annual
conference in Silverton June 8-10.
• CAO Gordon reported back to
council on the response from Ministry
of Highways concerning the possible
closure of 8th Street to Highway 31A.
She informed council the ministry
could not provide ‘children playing’
signs on 8th, as the policy only includes
signage if the school is located on a
highway. They provided the name of
one company that makes rumble strips,
and Gordon will research others and
bring back costs to council.
• Mayor Bunka reported that the
Youth Centre is on track to open May
1 in the former Panini building.
• Councillor von Krogh reported
meeting with builder Gordie Burns
of Nelco Marine and the Village crew
regarding the wharf. The discussion
included examining the condition of
the wharf, pilings, rock protection for
the bottom, swimmer’s ladder, deck
surfacing, snow removal, and length
and height of proposed additions. Mr.
Burns will be submitting estimates
soon, as work would have to be done
at low water times.
• Councillor Fox reported meeting
with LACE regarding Bosun Hall,
noting that various projects were
discussed, with primary focus on
the kitchen roof. CAO Gordon will
get costs estimates on the roof. Fox

reminded council that there was a
possibility the hall could qualify for
heritage status, with possible funding
avenues.
• Councillor Hodsall met with
the Secure the Shore Project group
and SLUGS, noting all parties are on
board for the restoration project on the
waterfront near the Kohan Garden.
The group will hire a project manager,
and will discuss the project with
Public Works crews and Village staff.
Materials will be stored at one campsite
near the Kohan Garden, and CAO
Gordon noted the permits were in place.
Hodsall remarked that the project was
on target and on time to start May 1.
• Councillor Hodsall reported that
Recreation Commission #6 would
be meeting April 25 to adjudicate
this year’s Spring Grant-In-Aid
applications.
• Council approved Kaslo
Sufferfest Society’s use of Centennial
Park September 29, and agreed to
waive the $100 fee this year only.
• Council authorized attendance
of staff and/or elected officials at the
second West Kootenay Bear Conflict
Working Group Meeting on May 30
in Nelson, and the attendance of one
elected official to the Emergency
Management BC Elected Officials
Workshop May 3 in Trail.
• Building Bylaw Amendment
Bylaw No. 670,2012 was adopted.
Amendments include the change of
permit renewal time from three years
to one year.
• The Village of New Denver 2011
financial statements were approved.
• Council will send a letter in
support of Heritage BC’s new Strategic
Plan to Steve Thomson, Minister of
Lands, Forests and Natural Resource
Operations. This supports Heritage
BC’s request for a further investment
in the Heritage Legacy Fund, which
provides grants for community heritage
projects.
• Council noted the cost to BC
Hydro for street lighting was $1,341.72
per month, and discussed ways to have
newer and more economical lighting.

New Denver council, April 10:
Council Cafes successful

five years, which will buy a further 10
years each time.
• Council clarified that the
Waterfront Committee was dissolved
because its terms of reference gave it a
mandate until 2009 only. The committee
was set up in 2008 to look at the boat
ramp, gazebo and beach area. Council
continues to recognize the importance
of this waterfront area to the community.
• The proposed affordable housing
project with a focus on seniors for
the land behind the Wellness Centre
has taken a small step forward with
the signing of a Memorandum of
Understanding between the Village
and the Slocan Valley Seniors Housing
Society. This allows the society to move
forward with planning and fundraising
while a land agreement is being drawn
up. The society and the Village will hold
an open house about the project on May
10 in Slocan.
• Council received a letter from
J Patterson, the local fuel supplier in
Slocan. The Village has, up to present,
purchased fuel exclusively at the Slocan
cardlock. In the interests of supporting
local business, council decided to
open an account with Patterson. This
will be a second fuel account. Council
recognizes the need to continue with

the cardlock account, as it provides a
guaranteed source of fuel outside of the
local station’s business hours.
• The budget was given three
readings. The CAO noted that although
mill rates will go up by approximately
two percent, Slocan still has one of
the lowest residential mill rates in the
province. The budget is conservative,
particularly because the sawmill is not
up to date on its taxes. Council plans to
get signage installed this year and has
budgeted $10,000 for that project.
• Although the Slocan Curling
Club’s lease is not due for renewal
for more than two years, the club has
asked council to reconsider the financial

arrangements entered into between
the club and the Village. Council will
arrange a meeting with the club to air all
concerns and to look into the possibility
of a joint partnership to create a reserve
fund for future building infrastructure
needs.
• Council has approved a two- year
extension to the Legion’s licence of
occupation in the Silvery Slocan Hall
until July 31, 2014.
• Council continues to examine
quotes for structural assessment of the
Women’s Institute building.
• The Slocan Celebration Committee
is considering a Labour Day event this
year.

Slocan River
Streamkeepers
Annual General Meeting
Thursday, April 19
7:00 pm
Vallican Heritage Hall
4192 Slocan River Road

The Corporation of the Village of Slocan

P.O. Box 50, Slocan B.C V0G 2C0
250-355-2277
info@villageofslocan.ca

NOTICE:
FOR SALE BY BID

The Village of Slocan has the following vehicles available for bid:
1989 GMC 7000 Top Kick, Single Axle Dump Truck / Belly Plow
110,000 km, 3208 Cat turbo diesel, 10-speed Eaton Trans, air brakes, near
new winter tires, comes with hydraulic belly plow. CVI expired September
30, 2011.
MINIMUM BID: $7,000
1994 Trail Tech 10-Ton Equipment Trailer
22’ flat deck with beaver tail and ramps, tandem duals, electric brakes, and
pintle hitch.
		
MINIMUM BID: $7,500
Contact Tim Hill at the Village of Slocan for more information or to submit a
bid. Please forward bids under confidential cover to:
			
			
			
			
			
		

Tim Hill, Public Works Supervisor
PO Box 50, 503 Slocan Street
Slocan, BC V0G 2C0
Email: thill@villageofslocan.ca
Fax: (250) 355-2666

BIDDING CLOSES JUNE 15, 2012 at 4:00 pm
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Burton Elementary may close and evolve into learning centre

by Jan McMurray
The school closure process for
Burton Elementary School began April
5, when the board of education for
Arrow Lakes School District No. 10
learned that next year’s enrolment would
P.A.L.S.
be six students at most.
A public meeting was scheduled for
April 17 at the school.
“Over the spring break, we found
out that some families are moving,
taking six children out of the school,”

reported Board Chair Pattie Adam. “So
at our board meeting, we decided to start
the closure process right away.”
Currently, 10 children attend this
K-4 school. Projected enrolment for
the fall was 12 before the news came
through of six students moving away.
“On the bright side, there is a
group in Burton that would like a
Neighbourhood Learning Centre in the
school,” said Board Chair Adam.
Sally McLean, Burton resident and
vice-principal of Burton, Edgewood and
Nakusp Elementary Schools, is part of
P.A.L.S.
the community group that is taking the
lead on the Neighbourhood Learning
Centre (NLC) idea.
“We can go ahead with a
This beautiful ginger & whiteNeighbourhood
cat will
Learning Centre
be up for adoption soon.
regardless of whether or not there is a
Her name
is MinnyHOME!!
and she is very
friendly.
NEEDS
A LOVING
school
program in our building, and
If you are interested in giving Minny a home,
keep
the
school as a centre for education
P.A.L.S. needs
a
good
please call P.A.L.S. at
in our community,” said McLean.
home
for this grey
beauty.
250-265-3792
or e-mail
us at pals-online.ca
“I think it’s very important for our
Gracie
(F856F)
is a medium
PALS AGM
meeting
on February 9th, 7pm at
950 Crescent
Bay Rdcommunity that it still will be a school.
hair, spayed female.
She is
Some day, I think there will be enough
a bitThis
shy as
she wasginger
lost and
WEEKLY
SPONSOR:
beautiful
& whitechildren
cat will
in Burton, so it’s good to keep
up for
adoption soon.
out
on herbeown
for awhile.
Selkirk
Realty
it alive and ready for that time.”
name
is Minny
she is very NLCs
friendly.
Kelly
Roberts
IfHer
you
would
like toand
meet
are an initiative of the
If (250)
you are265-3635
interested in giving Minny a home,
Ministry
of
Education to promote
Gracie, please
call
P.A.L.S.
please call P.A.L.S. at
community use of schools, and can
at250-265-3792
250-265-3792orore-mail
email us
at at pals-online.ca
include many programs and services
info@pals-online.ca.
PALS AGM meeting on February 9th, 7pm at
950 Crescent Bay Rdfor all ages, such as child care programs,
sports programs, and seniors’ centres.
WEEKLY SPONSOR:
SPONSOR:
WEEKLY
McLean said there are already
Selkirk Realty
Realty
programs at the school that fit into the
KellySelkirk
Roberts
Kelly Roberts
(250) 265-3635
model, “so this is about formalizing it.”
(250)
265-3635
www.royallepage.ca
Currently, the Burton Reading Centre
shares the school library, and there are
regular volleyball and basketball nights
in the gym. A StrongStart program has
Flower & Vegetable, Seed been up and running for two years, and
community groups hold meetings at
Potatoes, Onion Sets
the school. Other ideas the group has
come up with for the NLC are seniors’
programs, literacy programs and post
secondary education.
McLean explained that the idea
took seed in fall 2010, when the school
was up for closure the last time and a
group of community members met to

PET OF THE WEEK

Meet Minny

PET OF THE WEEK

Meet Minny

SEEDS

SOILS,
FERTILIZERS
& PLANTING
SUPPLIES
AVAILABLE
NOW!

brainstorm ways to bring more funding
to the school. She went away from
that meeting and found out about the
NLC initiative. The group met again
in January this year and was very
supportive of the NLC idea. At the

group’s March meeting, they found out
that some families would be moving “so
that was very much on our minds during
the meeting,” said McLean.
She explained that educational
programs are jeopardized once there are

fewer than eight or nine students. “There
are fewer ideas, less opportunities to
learn to get along with a diverse crowd,
and you can’t play team sports, so
relationship dynamics and learning
dynamics become depleted,” she said.

submitted
‘Staying connected’ – this is a phrase
that is heard frequently, and carries with
it a message that is important to each
of us, especially to mature adults. One
way to remain connected with one’s
community, programs and services is
to make a determined effort to find out
what is actually available at a local or
regional level.
Here is an answer! The first Seniors’
Resource Fair, which takes place at the
Nakusp arena auditorium on Friday,
May 4 from 10 am-2 pm, is a new
community initiative coordinated by
Columbia Basin Alliance for Literacy
(CBAL), with additional funding
provided by RDCK and Arrow Lakes
Health Care Auxiliary. This special event
is specifically designed to provide public
access to a wealth of helpful information.
It will focus on such important issues as
healthy aging, education and learning,
advance planning for future needs as
they arise, as well as the essential role
we all must play in promoting safe and
high-quality lifestyles to the maximum
degree possible, here at home
The fair will also offer a valuable
opportunity to meet a variety of
government, private and other service
and health and wellness providers, while
members of the Burton and Nakusp
Senior Citizen Associations will also
be in attendance to outline leisure time
opportunities which are available and
easily accessible.
In addition, people from CBAL
and other non-profit groups will be on
hand to answer questions and supply
take-home information about upcoming
class registrations, with relevant contact
and follow-up details.

Around 30 staffed booths with
a health and wellness theme are
anticipated. At the Interior Health booth,
qualified staff will be on hand to check
your basic health status, such as blood
pressure and other vitals.
A fair highlight will be talks by
special guest speakers, including Karen
Miller representing Trail Mental Health
Services (Positive Well Being); RCMP
Cpl. Ryan Fehler (Seniors’ Safety
at Home); local pharmacists Rob
Smallwood and Troy Clark representing
People’s Pharmacy, who will speak on
the topic of safe medication use, and Ann

Weir and Suzanne McCombs of Interior
Health (Advance Care Planning).
Exhibitions and demonstrations of
Tai Chi and Qi-Gong are slated for the
lunch hour. All older citizens, newly
retired persons, friends and family
caregivers of seniors from throughout the
area are welcome to attend, and a light
lunch and refreshments will be available
for purchase. Door prizes will also be
awarded. Admission is free.
For more information about the
Seniors’ Resource Fair, please contact
Liz Gillis at 250-265-3538 or Ann
Barrington at 250-265-4757.

Seniors’ Resource Fair makes debut in Nakusp May 4

2011 Citizen of the
Year and Lifetime
Achievement Award
Saturday, April 28,2012
at the Legion Hall

The winners are Susan Madden &
the Waterfield family
Tickets are at Hub/Barton Insurance

Igloo Building
Supplies
88 3 Ave NW
NAKUSP, BC
250-265-3681
rd

$15.00

Doors open at 5:30 pm.
Dinner served by the Legion
Auxiliary at 6:00 pm.
Sposored by the Nakusp &
District Rotary Club

OPEN 8 AM to 5:30 PM
weekdays, 9-5 Saturdays
Closed Sundays & Stat
holidays

SUPER SPECIALS!!
Clearance Products
Available
While Quantities Last

Nakusp
Citizen
of the Year

The Arrow Lakes Health Care Auxiliary held a fashion show featuring clothing and accessories
from the Thrift Store at Halcyon House, April 4.

Spring Fashion Show at Halcyon House
submitted
Wednesday, April 4, members of
the Arrow Lakes Health Care Auxiliary
presented a Spring Fashion Show for
the residents of Halcyon House. Several
Auxiliary members turned out in style,
dressed in an assortment of apparel.
Dawna Dining delivered a colourful
commentary as members modeled their

Arrow Lakes Arts
Council

proudly presents a
celebration of Local Artists
in Concert
AS A FUND RAISER
                  

outfits, all of which were donated by the
community to the Thrift Store. There
were lovely dresses with accessories as
well as lounging and sleepwear suitable
for Halcyon House residents.
After an hour or so of fun and
entertainment, the volunteer members
of the ALHCA offered residents an
opportunity to shop. A rack of selected
clothing and other articles were available
for purchase, all at reasonable Thrift
Store prices. Proceeds of all sales from
the Arrow Lakes Thrift Store are donated
directly to heath care facilities and
services in the community.

SUNDAY, APRIL 22
at 2:00 pm

(doors open at 1:30 pm)
In the Bonnington Arts
Centre
Proceeds raised to help
fund Future Concert Series
DONATIONS ACCEPTED
AT DOOR
(no tickets required)

Sabina Iseli-Otto, librarian, shows off the new
Daisy Reader, available at the Nakusp Public
Library for visually-impaired readers.
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Feds axe funding to CAP sites – Nakusp site affected
by Jan McMurray
The federal government has
eliminated the Community Access
Program (CAP), which provides internet
access to the public at sites across the
country, including Nakusp.
“They sent us a letter April 4 to
let us know that our mission has been
accomplished, so they won’t be renewing
funding as of April 1,” said Liz Gillis,
who runs Nakusp’s CAP site as part of
her position as adult literacy program
coordinator for CBAL (Columbia Basin
Alliance for Literacy). “There was no
apparent lead-up to this decision and as
we speak, we are operating in the red.”
Since its inception, the Nakusp CAP

site has been supported by Industry
Canada to the tune of approximately
$4,000 per year. This has covered rent,
telephone and the internet connection.
CBAL, which has the contract to operate
the CAP site, has provided funding for
salaries and supplies.
“This is too important a resource to
walk away from,” says Gillis. “We are
advocating to restore the funding, but we
are also working hard to secure funding
so we can keep our doors open.”
Gillis says although Industry Canada
believes it has completed its “mission” to
connect Canadians with computers, the
internet and the worldwide web, there are
many people who can’t afford an internet

connection or a computer, or who can’t
get an internet connection because of
geographic challenges.
“We see 4,000 visits a year,” says
Gillis. “These visits consist of people
who represent a diverse group of local
and regional residents, as well as visitors.
Some are on a fixed income and can’t
afford a computer or internet connection;
some are beginners who come to our
site for help with computer skills; some
cannot get high speed in the area because
of geographic challenges. Our visits
increase in July and August as tourists
often frequent the site looking to stay
connected with family, do their online
banking, and seek information about

by Jan McMurray
A new ski rental shop at Summit
Lake Ski Hill is one of the projects on
the ballot for Nakusp’s CBT Community
Initiatives and Affected Area funding.
The ski club plans to add 30 feet onto
the north end of the building, creating
a 1,000-square foot area for the rental
shop on the main floor. The addition
will include a basement with lockers for
ski hill patrons, and will be finished in a
timber frame style to improve esthetics
of the day lodge.
The current rental shop is too small
for the hill’s rental equipment, and its
location downstairs in the basement is
inconvenient. Negotiating the stairs while
carrying ski equipment is hazardous and
will be “a liability problem eventually,”
according to Eric Waterfield, club
president. Several people have already
fallen on the stairs.
“The new rental shop will create
a much more efficient operation,” said
Waterfield. “It will clean up a bottleneck
area that is not safe for the kids – the
new shop is really needed for the school
program.”
Every night before the school
children arrive, 60 pairs of skis are
packed upstairs from the rental shop,
says Waterfield. “We get the skis ready
for the kids because we don’ t want them
packing them up the stairs and the shop
can’t handle that volume of people at
once.”
The club added a tube park to the
facility this year, so the new rental shop
will provide storage for the tubes as well
as the skis and snowboards. The club also
re-opened a 4.5-kilometre loop trail for
snowshoeing and cross-country skiing
and has plans for more cross-country
trails, so there may be snowshoes and
cross-country skis to store in future as
well.
The estimated cost of the addition
is $100,000, and the club is asking for
$20,000 from the Community Initiatives/
Affected Area funding program. Most
of the project cost will be covered by
volunteer labour and donated timber, and
a BC Gaming grant application is being
prepared to cover the rest.
The ski hill has been open since
1960, and has always been operated by
a non-profit society. From the beginning,
the main mission of the ski club has
been to teach every child in the district
to ski and to love the sport. The school
program includes all schools in Arrow
Lakes School District No. 10 and some
homeschooling groups. The club is also
working on invitations to schools in
Slocan and Winlaw.

“One of the beauties of skiing is it’s
something you can do by yourself or as
a family at any age,” says Waterfield.
“Our youngest skier is 20 months old
and our oldest is in his mid 80s – that’s
quite a range.”
A board of directors runs the facility
on a strictly volunteer basis with some
paid employees. All maintenance is done
by volunteers.

Nakusp residents will vote on 16
projects on Sunday, April 22 from noon
to 4 pm at the arena auditorium. Advance
poll will be held April 18 from 7 to 9
pm at the library. There are eight small
projects (under $10,000) and eight large
projects (over $10,000). Small project
requests total $36,035 and there is
$30,000 available. Large project requests
total $186,593 and $149,000 is available.

Summit Lake Ski Hill goes for CBT funding for new rental shop

the area. And of course, these customers
include the elderly, adults, youth and
children.”
Nakusp’s CAP site operates out of
the school district office and serves as
CBAL’s storefront in the community.
“It’s much more than an internet café,”
says Gillis. “We offer free beginner’s
computer courses to older adults and
workshops on topics such as Facebook
and digital photos. We have donated
approximately 70 refurbished computer
packages to families in need. The
CAP site has also become a significant
learning centre for English as a Second
Language learners, and adult learners
who want to improve their reading,
writing and math skills. We have offered
tutoring to young adults and teens. The
CAP site is the home to the Books
Everywhere program, which encourages
residents to pick up a book and read. We
hire a youth in the summer and a youth
during the school year, and we take work
experience placements.”

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Nakusp Hot Springs
will be closed for Spring
Maintenance from Monday,
April 23/12 to Monday,
April 30/12 (inclusive).
We will reopen May 1st,
summer hours: 9:30 am to
9:30 pm.

Arrow Lakes (Area K) RDCK Director Paul Peterson recently presented a $10,000 grant to
Sabina Iseli-Otto, librarian at the Nakusp Public Library.

Thank you for your patience
while we are closed and
we are looking forward to
seeing you again.

People are encouraged to drop into
the CAP site and fill out a ‘SAVE CAP’
feedback survey about this funding
decision, to contact their MP to express
their concerns, or to visit www.savecap.
ca. “Industry Canada has threatened to
remove funding in the past and a huge
public outcry across Canada has stopped
them,” said Gillis. In any case, she says,
CBAL, herself personally, and the six
CAP site volunteers are committed to
keeping the site running and accessible.

Working Together to Build a Better Future

NOTICE TO
COMMUNITY
CHARITABLE
ORGANIZATIONS
& NON PROFIT
SOCIETIES
The NACF is preparing to
distribute annual spring grants to
qualified non-profit and charitable
organizations for projects that
will benefit the communities of
Nakusp and area.
To ensure eligibility and to receive
a grant application, a letter of
interest describing your project
must be submitted to the NACF
by May 5th to Box 15, Nakusp
BC V0G 1R0 or by email to
chwachka@telus.net
To find more about the NACF and
to review our granting eligibility
criteria go to:
www.nakuspfoundation.com
or contact David Jackson 265-4818

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

Hot Springs Operator – Temporary Full Time

Hot Springs Cashier/Attendant – Temporary Full Time
(2 positions available: one 30 hrs/wk, one 40 hrs/wk)

GENERAL OUTLINE – Hours of work will vary depending
on scheduling and will require evening and week end shifts.
Duties are specific to the operation and maintenance of the
Hot Springs Facility.
MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS – include grade 12, RFABC
Pool Operator Level 1, first aid, chlorine handling, WHIMIS,
and food safe certificate. A detailed description and list of
minimum requirements is available from the Village.
RATE OF PAY – As per the Collective Agreement, rate
of pay will be $18.67/hour for the probationary period, and
$20.18/hour full time.

GENERAL OUTLINE – Working evening and week end
shifts. Duties are diversified and include greeting the public,
admissions, maintaining hygiene and cleanliness standards,
monitoring aquatic activities, operating the concession and
janitor/labor work. Positions are available tentatively from
May through October.
MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS – include grade 12, class 5
drivers license and a dependable vehicle, occupational first
aid, medical certificate and criminal record check. A more
detailed job description is available from the Village.

This Temporary Position is available May 1, 2012 to October
9, 2012

RATE OF PAY – As per the Collective Agreement, rate
of pay will be $14.11/hr for the Casual and Probationary
period, and $15.21/hr for the Temporary full time position.

Applicants are requested to submit resumes with copies
of all certifications to the Village of Nakusp Box 280, V0G
1R0 or drop off in person at 91-1st Street NW Nakusp BC .
The Village thanks all who apply however only candidates
selected for interviews will be contacted. This posting will
remain open until the position is filled.

Please forward your resume and verification of all certificates
to the Village of Nakusp – Box 280, Nakusp BC V0G
1R0, 91 1st Street NW. E-mail ltynan@nakusp.com The
Village thanks all who apply however only those chosen for
interviews will be contacted. This posting will remain open
until the positions are filled.
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Best Roots and Blues band hits the Slocan Valley
year’s Kootenay Music Awards,
will hit the stage at the Whole,
get you up and dancing – and
then won’t let you quit till you
drop. The doors open at 7:30,
the dancing starts at 8 pm,
and it costs $12 to get in. The

organizers, who have become
some of the band’s biggest fans,
guarantee it will be the best $12
you’ve ever spent.
Bessie and the Back Eddies
are a seven-piece old-school
R ‘n’ B show band that mixes
style and class with more than
a bit of mischief. The elegantly
powerful vocal stylings of Bessie
Wapp are backed by a dynamic
three-piece horn section and
an all-acoustic rhythm section.
Their repertoire dips into the
songbooks of Ruth Brown, Etta
James, Bessie Smith, Dinah
Washington, and Nina Simone.
They take off from there and
deliver it all, from the swing
of the big band sound and the
grooviness of soulful R ‘n’ B to
the sass of burlesque classics and
the raunch of down-home blues.
This appearance at the
Whole has special meaning
for Bessie Wapp: “The first
amplified band I ever played in
was ‘Carnival,’ the brainchild
of Clinton Swanson, band
leader of Bessie & the Back
Eddies. I can’t believe it was 20
years ago! That band was only
together for the summer of ’93,
but it was great and I’ll never
forget the night we played the
Vallican Whole. The place was
packed and we played over three
hours of music!” There are still
people around who will tell you
Carnival’s appearance at the
Whole was one of the finest
of many amazing nights at the
Kootenay’s finest dance hall.

The other members of Bessie
and the Back Eddies are: Tim
Bullen (trumpet), Keith Todd
(trombone), Clinton Swanson
(saxophones), Marvin Walker
(drums), Jesse Lee (acoustic
bass), and Colin Spence (piano).
This gig is a bit of a homecoming
for several of these players as
well. Clinton grew up in the
Slocan Valley, Marvin confesses
he has “always loved playing at

this hall,” and Jesse played at
the Whole with Aspen Switzer.
This is simply an event you
don’t want to miss. Bring your
lover, bring your friends, bring
your mother.
Clinton Swanson says it
all: “The Vallican Whole is
like another world. Agathering
place in the middle of the woods
where magic seems to happen.
I have been wanting to play the

Whole again for quite some time
and it has finally come together.
The music always flows at the
Vallican Whole.”
The Vallican Whole
Community Centre is at 3762
Little Slocan River Road. For
more information, call 250226-7624. To watch a promo
video of Bessie and the Back
Eddies: http://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=4adFucr25cg.

by Jan McMurray
The first annual Kootenay
Music Awards were such a
huge success that organizers
are already planning next
year’s event.
The idea came from
Chad Hansen, publisher
of Kootenay Quick Shot.
“I had the seed of an idea
and everyone was really
supportive of it. Countless
people added to it and it
became like a goulash of
ideas that was all that much
better because everybody put
their ingredients in,” he said.
A call for submissions
from Kootenay musicians
went out in mid-January and
garnered 150 responses. A
panel of five came up with a
shortlist, which was posted
on the Quick Shot website for
online voting. Paper ballots
were also available at sponsor
locations.
“About 8,500 votes later,

there were the winners,” said
Hansen. The panel included
Ryan Martin of Hume Hotel,
Paul Hinrichs of the Royal,
Lea Belcourt of Starbelly
Jam, Christine Hunter of
Shambhala and Jay Hannley
of Kootenay Co-op Radio.
“The panel was great and
gave us legitimacy,” said
Hansen. “We got so many
nominees because people
saw that the panel was full of
important people in the local
industry.”
The event culminated in a
March 30 event at the Royal
in Nelson, with five of the
nominated bands performing.
The event was co-sponsored
by Quick Shot and Kootenay
Co-op Radio. “It was a
full house, with musicians,
promoters, fans… everybody
in one room enjoying music
and having a laugh. It really
was a celebration of music in
the Kootenays,” said Hansen.

The awards were of great
benefit to everyone involved,
observed Hansen. “Lots of
people discovered new music
because of it, and the exposure
the bands and DJs got is a
big benefit to them.” People
could listen to the nominees
on the online voting page.
“It was good for the artists,
and good for venues that
want to bring in artists. If you
were nominated, you won
exposure,” he said.
Winners of the awards
were: Shred Kelly (Artist of the
Year and Best Folk Country),
The Automation (Album of
the Year and Best New Band),
Patricia Henman (Song of the
Year: Movin’ On), Bryx (Best
DJ/Hip Hop), Yan Zombie
(Best Live Producer), Bessie &
The Back Eddies (Best Roots
and Blues), Savage Blade (Best
Rock/Punk/Metal), When
Structures Fall Apart (Up and
Comer – Best under 18).

First annual Kootenay Music Awards a huge success

Photo credit: Laura Wilby

submitted
OK – write this down: April
28, Vallican Whole Community
Centre, bring dancing shoes!
On Saturday, April 28, Bessie
and the Back Eddies, Best
Roots and Blues Group at this

The Valley Voice April 18, 2012

Bessie Wapp accepts the Kootenay Music Award for Best Roots and Blues Band on behalf of Bessie and the Back
Eddies on March 30 at the Royal.

Mirror Theatre’s ‘The Shift’ coming to Silverton
submitted by Marilyn
Boxwell
Billed as a contemporary
message reminiscent of the
’60s and ‘the Summer of
Love,’ the Mirror Theatre
stage presentation of local
playwright Janet Royko’s
latest work entitled ‘The Shift
– a play with music’ made
its mid-April debut at the
Bonnington Arts Centre in
Nakusp.
A further performance
of ‘The Shift’ takes place on
Saturday, April 28 beginning

7 pm at the Silverton Gallery.
Admission by donation.
In the opening scene, a
group of characters seeking
further meaning in their lives
feel drawn together to cocreate a new reality.
As individuals, they
already possess both the
knowledge and the skills to
manifest their goal in a more
cognizant way than those who
tried it in the ’60s, according
to Royko.
Adeptly employing
music, dance and intention,

this thought-provoking play
appeared to be successful
in precipitating a shift in
experience overall.
Co-directed by Janet
Royko and Cameron Gordon,
the performance was uplifting,
well rehearsed and colourful,
featuring a nine-member
cast and stage crew, with Ty
Klassen and Rick Offerman
on vocals and acoustic guitars,
Cliff Woffenden on drums
and Cassia Parent, talented
choreographer who also
performed on the ukulele.
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Lucerne student Danika Hammond experiences Parliament
by Jan McMurray
A Lucerne School student with
ambitions to become a politician had
a first-hand experience of Parliament
Hill March 25-30, when she attended
the Forum for Young Canadians in
Ottawa.
Danika Hammond had one of
the best experiences of her life at this
intensive four-day event. “I learned a
lot about Parliament and I got to sit in
Alex’s seat in the House of Commons!
I met lots of people who like the same
things I’m interested in,” she said.
The Forum for Young Canadians
happens three times a year and is for
youth ages 15-19. Danika says the
application form is lengthy, but well
worth finding the time to complete. The
March forum was the largest ever, with
142 participants from every province
and territory.
“I made lots of friends,” said
Danika. “I met a few people I will
definitely stay in touch with over the
long term.”
The forum took place at the Capital
Hill Hotel, just one block away from
the Parliament buildings. The young
people toured the Parliament buildings,
library, Peace Tower, senate, House of
Commons and the Governor General’s
house. They went to question period
and a budget committee meeting. They
had breakfast with the senators and
dinner with the MPs at the Chateau
Laurier.
At the hotel, the group carried out
a mock election, including establishing
party platforms, selecting a leader,
campaigning and voting. They also did
cabinet simulations and a workshop on
policy making.
The young people chose
the environment, education and

employment as their top three priorities
and gave a speech to the MPs on these
issues, with suggested policies to
implement.
The Forum for Young Canadians
website says the event gives youth
“first-hand access to the minds,

the procedures and the energy of
Parliament Hill. It also creates a
community among the like-minded
leaders of tomorrow.” Danika is
already a leader at Lucerne School
and in the community, and is well on
her way to being a leader of tomorrow.

She did her work experience at MP
Alex Atamanenko’s office in Castlegar
earlier in March, and attended the
NDP leadership convention in Toronto
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March 23 and 24. She will graduate
this year, and plans to pursue political
science at Simon Fraser, Carleton or
Ottawa University.

We are back and now open for the season with regular hours!
Gorgeous new weavings, clothing, jewelry, and the tallest
giraffe in the Kootenays! Spring is here, come by and say hello!

Lucerne student Danika Hammond experiences Parliament first-hand, sitting in MP Alex
Atamanenko’s seat in the House of Commons.

Come celebrate
Dig Garden
Centre’s
Grand Opening
Saturday, April 28
with a piece of cake at noon

3 variety herb planter
$22.99

4” annuals $3.29
Gold or Black 16” Urn
$14.99
Mad Dog Farm will be
available from 11-1 to
answer your organic
gardening questions.
Enter a draw to win many prizes including a
Corona pruner, Felco folding pruning saw,
Sloggers, Smart Pot Giant Raised
Garden Bed, Sunblaster Bio
Dome kit, free bag to the
first 200 customers.

Come see the Garden Centre your neighbours
are talking about!
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LIVING

with
Andy
Rhodes

Brunch awaits
you at the Kaslo
Hotel

Today’s English lesson: let’s
conjugate ‘spring.’ OK: Today I
spring, yesterday I sprang, I have
sprung. That’s present, past, and past
perfect I think. There was a blizzard
on the first day of spring, but by
now, no matter how you cut it, it’s
here. The calendar says so, and at
lower elevations the snow is gone.

Some days are sunny, and things are
growing. Yay Spring!
I had a great opportunity to
celebrate spring last Saturday, the
day before Easter. I jumped in
the company car and headed to
my favourite wilderness corridor,
Highway 31A. New Denver folks
call it The Kaslo Road. Kaslo folks
call it The New Denver Road. I was
in high spirits because I was headed
to one of my all-time favourite places,
the Kaslo Hotel, where they are now
serving brunch on Saturdays and
Sundays from 8:30 am to 1:30 pm.
The drive, as usual, was
spectacular: plenty of blue sky,
gleaming mountains, cool clean air,
and somehow snowflakes fell through
the sunshine. In Kaslo, the sunshine
was full on.
I’ve been to the Kaslo Hotel many
times, and this is the fourth time I’ve
been invited for a meal there. Lucky
me! Outside, the place looks just

like a turn-of-the-century boomtown
hotel. It’s three storeys with all
kinds of porches and balconies. As
large as it is, it is not imposing. It
is welcoming. I’ve said this before,
and I’ll say it again: the inside of the
Kaslo Hotel is a study in under-stated
elegance. The dining room and pub
are open, roomy, and inviting. In the
pub are regular tables, high tables
with stools, and you can also sit at
the bar. The dining room is similar.
Both have dazzling views of the
spectacular Purcell Mountains.
I was met in the comfy dining
room by smiling servers Lynette and
Karen. Lynette I know from previous
trips to the hotel. She was born and
raised in Kaslo. Two years ago she
visited the pub, and Mark, the bar
manager, noticed that she seemed to
be friends with everyone there. Right
on the spot he offered her a regular
job in the restaurant and pub. She
accepted, and left behind her other
two jobs. Good move.

Life
Matters

with Debbie
Pereversoff

Hi-Ho, Hi-Ho…
so much for
Freedom 55!

Cherries Jubilee Waffle

$9.50

Belgian-style Waffle topped with brandy flambéed cherries and ice cream
Belgian waffle with pure maple syrup and butter $8.50

Just recently, the federal
government passed its 2012 budget,
which has caused quite a stir amongst
the population at large. The main hot
topic of debate has been the changes
introduced to our Old Age Security
pension plan with the eligibility date
being moved from age 65 to 67.
Needless to say, I had a brief
chuckle…shook my head and
heaved a big sigh…oh, how life has
changed…
Rewind the tape about 25 years
and all I could think about was
Freedom 55…! Yep, that was the
ultimate dream. Work hard, save
your pennies and if all turned out as
planned, I’d be living the retirement
dream at age 55. Unfortunately,
for most of us – the Freedom 55
dream is far from reality as we’re
still faced with putting our children
through school, paying off debt and
mortgages and realizing we should
have been saving $100 bills instead
of pennies.
A few years back, the government
had to institute changes to our
Canada Pension Plan to increase
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But what about brunch you may
ask. To start with there’s a new chef,
Reed Smith who, as it happens, worked
at the old Kaslo Hotel back in the ‘80s.
He’s got a solid reputation, and one of
his numerous specialties is breakfast
fare. He aims to please, and he does.
The brunch is not a buffet. You order
what you choose, and it is brought to
you. So, traditional breakfast: eggs
any style with bacon, smoked ham
or sausage, homestyle potatoes, toast
and jam. Then there’s traditional eggs
benny, eggs blackstone with ham and
tomato, eggs florentine with steamed
spinach and ham. All three of them
come with (of course) hollandaise
sauce. Let’s move on to the smoked
salmon omelette with cream cheese,
scallions and asparagus also avec
hollandaise. Baked frittatas! Spanishstyle omelettes: The Western with
ham, toms, spuds and cheese, or
Veggie with shrooms, spuds, olives
spinach, toms, roasted garlic and
feta. Yum! How about Crepes Kaslo

with creamy mixed seafood, shrimp,
scallops, crab and red snapper all in
wine sauce! I had the Meat Lover:
eggs (I had mine poached, perfectly),
New York AAA certified Angus steak,
spuds, toast and butter. The steak
was tender and juicy. It was a dream.
Substitute a pork chop if you like.
Next: Bananas Foster hotcakes
topped with vanilla ice cream and
warm bananas in brown sugar rum
sauce! How about fancy French toast
with pecan and brandy topping? Add
a pork chop if you like. Maybe you
just want a breakfast burrito with eggs,
bacon, rice, cheese and scallions in a
tortilla topped with avocado. Served
with black beans.
All around me people were talking
about how good the food was. It’s true.
Plenty of side orders to choose from.
Bottomless coffee. Fruit juice. All
the good stuff. After 10 am you can
have a pint, or a Caesar, or just about
anything you like. Go there! Do it!
It’s SPRING!

our contribution rate to 9.9 percent
of our pensionable earnings. There
was an outcry at the time, as no one
wanted to take away more of their
hard earned dollars to fund the CPP.
Nevertheless, these changes were
incorporated and we learned to live
with it – thankfully because of these
changes, indicators tell us that the
CPP appears to be fully funded for
the next 75 years.
When it comes to the Old
Age Security pension plan, this
particular program is financed by the
government’s general revenues and
provides a monthly pension to nearly
all Canadians age 65 years of age or
over. For 2012, the maximum annual
OAS pension is $6,481 or about $540
per month.
The OAS was put into place
when Canadians were not living as
long. For example, in 1970 the life
expectancy was 69 years of age for
men and 76 for women while today
it’s 79 for men and 83 for women.
The government therefore estimates
that the cost of the OAS program
will grow from $38 billion in 2012
to $108 billion by 2030.
In addition, in the 1970s, there
were seven workers for each person
over the age of 65. Today, there are
four workers per senior and in only
20 years time (based on estimates
of Canada’s declining birth rate)
the government projects that there
will be only two workers for every
65-year-old.
Yes, we can rant and blame the

government of the day – however,
these changes would have been
necessary regardless of which
political party was at the helm.
You can turn on the news and
see the heavy-handed 11th hour
austerity measures being brought
down in other countries because
the governments did not have the
foresight to prepare. In our case,
these OAS changes will be phased in
over an 11-year period followed by a
six-year phase-in period, which will
provide individuals with significant
advance notification to plan their
retirement and make adjustments to
their savings plans.
So, here’s how it works. If your
birth date lands on or before March
31, 1958 – you’re safe…! The
proposed legislative change won’t
affect you and you will still be
eligible to receive your OAS at
age 65.
For those of us born in 1962
(yours truly included here) – on or
after February 1 of that year – then
your OAS eligibility will be at age
67.
For anyone else born April 1,
1958 to January 31, 1962 you will
have a phased-in age of eligibility
somewhere between 65 and 67 years
depending on your month and year of
birth. As an example, someone who
was born on July 15, 1960 would
have to wait until “age 66 years – 2
months” in order to be eligible for
their OAS.
Wow – so much for Freedom
55…! Can’t help but whistle that
Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs
tune “hi-ho, hi-ho…it’s off to work
I go”…!
PS: forget saving those
“pennies”…they’re getting phased
out too. Now is the time to get
your financial plan in order and
REALLY get serious about saving
for retirement.
Debbie Pereversoff CFP CPCA
is a financial planner with Assante
Financial Management Ltd. and
her company The Affolter Financial
Group Inc. located in Castlegar.
Please contact her to discuss your
particular circumstances prior to
acting on the information above.
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Rick Hansen to attend juvenile sturgeon release
submitted
This year’s annual juvenile white
sturgeon release, hosted by the Upper
Columbia White Sturgeon Recovery
Initiative (UCWSRI), promises to be
extra-special. The free public event
will be opened by long-time sturgeon
advocate, celebrated athlete, and
Canada’s ‘Man in Motion,’ Rick Hansen.
The event, at Hugh Keenleyside Dam
(southwest side) near Castlegar on
Monday April 23, starts at noon and runs
through until 3 pm. Hansen is scheduled
to be on site until 1 pm.
“I became involved with sturgeon
conservation over 15 years ago, and
along with my work in removing barriers
to accessibility and advancing spinal cord

injury research, the preservation and
protection of these majestic creatures
and their natural habitat and ecosystems
has become another of my lifelong
passions,” said Rick Hansen. “Myself
and our 25th Anniversary Relay team
are extremely honoured to be a part
of the sturgeon release – an event that
will both educate the public and build
the population of the white sturgeon –
and I applaud the work being done by
the Upper Columbia White Sturgeon
Recovery Initiative.”
Approximately 4,000 ten-month-old
juvenile white sturgeon will be released
into various locations of the Columbia
River between Castlegar and Trail, with
2,100 being released at the UCWSRI

event. School students and the public
get the opportunity to release their very
own sturgeon into the river, learn about
their life history and find out what actions
are being undertaken to make sure this
endangered population survives, and
thrives.
“This is a unique experience that
enables people to connect with this very
special fish,” said Gerry Nellestijn, chair
of the Community Working Group of
the UCWSRI. “The fish look – and
feel-– like creatures from prehistoric
times since they have largely remained
unchanged for 175 million years. By
getting the community, particularly the
younger generations, involved, and
increasing awareness, we feel there are

submitted
Road transportation is responsible
for 46 percent of the average Canadian’s
greenhouse gas emissions. The average
yearly cost of operating a vehicle can
be as high as $8,600 a year or $23 a
day. Traveling together and sharing
the movement of goods not only saves
money and is more environmentally
sound, but can help your neighbours and
possibly connect you with new friends.
The Kootenay Rideshare has
become a community institution for
informal carpools and one-time trips.
The program is administered by the

West Kootenay EcoSociety as a means
to reduce greenhouse gasses and single
passenger vehicle trips.
With CBT Community Initiatives
grants from New Denver and Silverton,
the North Slocan’s Healthy Community
Society teamed up with the West
Kootenay EcoSociety to enhance the
Kootenay Rideshare website. The
improvements have made the site more
user friendly for everyone, and it has
some specific elements to help users who
reside outside of Nelson. New features
include the transport of goods, maps, and
a filter to eliminate inapplicable rides. It

is no longer necessary to read through
the long list of people going everywhere.
“These improvements will make the
site easier to use, and I hope they will
help people find rides all over the region
and the province,” said EcoSociety’s
David Reid. “We are hoping for another
round of improvements to improve
access on the fly for smart phone users,
and to promote the site so it sees even
more use.” Nelson City Council will
consider a Community Initiatives
Program grant for the Rideshare site
in April. To use the site, visit http://
kootenayrideshare.com.

submitted
It looks as though spring has finally
come to Slocan and WE Graham is
hosting quite a few events to welcome
the season.
On April 25 at 1:30 pm, WE
Graham will be holding an open house
for those interested in HOMELINKS.
Representatives from the school district
and from Nelson HOMELINKS will
be at the school to answer questions
and provide information.
The school will be holding a
Community Flea Market on Saturday,
June 2 from 9 am until 1 pm. There will
be plenty of fun activities, including
cake walk, chicken plop lottery, face
painting, food and lots of stuff to buy.
If you are interested in purchasing a
table for the event, receipt of your $20
table fee will confirm your spot. The
VWP (Valhalla Wilderness Program)
will be holding a bottle drive on this
day as well.
In preparation for summer
swimming, the K-6 students have

begun their swim program, and the
7/8 and 9/10 classes are beginning
preparations for their upcoming spring
camping trips. Applications are still
being taken for next year’s Valhalla
Wilderness Program (Grade 9/10).
No application is necessary for the
Grade 7/8 Outdoor Environmental
Leadership Program.
What does a million look like?
WE Graham hopes to find that out
using pennies – quickly I might add
because they might not be around
for much longer. So far the school,
and Helma Raney in particular, has
collected and rolled close to 20,000
pennies, so we believe the program
may take a few years. If you wish to

donate your pennies, just drop them off
at the school.
The latest expansion of the school’s
artist in residency program will start
next week when Giosi Lammirato
starts helping the Grade 7/8 class on
drawing and painting. Artist Willo
Treschow has been a regular feature in
the school for some time and has been
working with the students in the school
and in the community on various
pottery projects. There is plenty of
opportunity to join the school’s artist
in residency program so contact the
school if you are interested.
Please feel free to contact
WE Graham 355-2212 for more
information.

Improved Kootenay Rideshare site up and running

WE Graham welcomes spring with a variety of events

Say goodbye to the Pony Espresso,
hello to SoulFire Baking! It’s been
a great 3 years for us but the Pony
Espresso will be closing its doors in
the afternoon of April 27th 2012. We
would like to thank all of you who
have supported us over the last 3 years; it has
been a real pleasure serving you every day. To our
customers we want to say thank you for sharing
all your stories, giving us feedback with new products, encouraging us with your compliments and by
coming back again and again. You will be missed!
To my family, I want to say how much I appreciate
your support and patience through all the trial & errors, taste tests, missed holidays and...
love, Shannon
For those of you who are looking for your coffee,
muffin or sausage roll fix, please come see us in
Krestova at our new location as SoulFire Baking
(3609 Mayflower Rd)! Watch for our opening date
announcement (somewhere around mid-May).

much better chances for the survival of
this population.”
A community “fishbowl” meeting
on the same day, from 7 to 9 pm at
the Castlegar & District Community
Complex, is part building awareness.
The public is invited to learn more about
the science behind restoring a naturally
self-sustaining sturgeon population, and
future plans to help this endangered
species. Presenters will include fish
biologists, technicians and sturgeon
recovery experts; participants will have
an opportunity to ask questions, and
speak with members of the Sturgeon
Recovery Initiative.
The Initiative is a partnership of more
than 20 stakeholders from government,
First Nations, industry, community and
environmental organizations. Sturgeon

recovery includes research to determine
the causes of decline, release of hatcheryreared juveniles from wild stock adults,
restoration of habitat, and monitoring
and management of water flows. To find
out more about the UCWSRI visit www.
uppercolumbiasturgeon.org.
Funding support for the release
event is from BC Hydro, FortisBC, Teck
and the Fish & Wildlife Compensation
Program (a partnership of BC Hydro,
the Province of BC and Fisheries and
Oceans Canada). A free shuttle service
will be available from Castlegar, courtesy
of Mountain Transport Institute. The
first shuttle will depart from the Pioneer
Arena at 11.30 am. For more information
about the sturgeon release event, or the
fishbowl meeting, call the BC Hydro
office at 250-365-4550.

SPRING CLEAN
UP SALE

WHEEL DEALS ON WHEELBARROWS
6 CU FT BLACK POLY RUBBERMAID WHEELBARROW HD
“VERY NICE”
Reg. $149.99 SALE $119.90
6 CU FT BLUE POLY INDUSTRIAL
WHEELBARROW
Reg. $174.99 SALE $110.00
5 CU FT BLACK POLY WHEELBARROW
Reg. $83.99 SALE $59.99 Sold
4 CU FT GREEN POLY WHEELBARROW
Reg. $77.99 SALE $54.99

GARDEN TOOLS ON SALE
GARDEN SHOVEL – ROUND POINT, LONG HANDLE
Reg. $11.99 SALE $7.99
BOW RAKE 14 TEETH
Reg. $12.99 SALE $8.99
SPRING BRACED RAKE
Reg. $12.99 SALE $8.99
PROFESSIONAL PUSH BROOM/SCRAPER 24” HD
Reg. $48.49 SALE $32.70
VIKING HANDYMAN RAINSUITS ALL SIZES
Reg. $34.99 SALE $26.95

GREAT PRICES ON CLEANING SUPPLIES
WINDEX WINDOW CLEANER TRIGGER 765ML
Reg. $5.29 SALE $4.49
GREENWORKS ALL PURPOSE CLEANER 946ML
Reg. $6.99 SALE $3.99
GREENWORKS WINDOW/GLASS CLEANER 946ML
Reg. $6.79 SALE $3.85
ONCE & DONE FLOOR CLEANER S-309 946 ML
Reg. $11.99 SALE $7.99
HAND CLEANER ORANGE WIPERS 30/PK
Reg. $10.99 SALE $5.99
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Fine Arts Society jumps into 12th year fresh-faced
submitted
Like many adolescents, the Valhalla
Fine Arts Society balances enthusiasm,
eagerness and creativity with a few
growing pains. From its birth as a
summer music school, VFAS now
encompasses instructional opportunities
in theatre arts, film studies and music
for children and adults. While the high
calibre of faculty has been a constant,
this growth has meant lots of adapting
and changes along the way.
The society was initially formed
in 2000 to run and support the Valhalla
Summer School of Music (VSSM).
Under the leadership of Heather
Huether, the summer music school grew
to include studies in violin, viola, cello,
piano, choral, a young children’s music
program, as well as a second week of
intense studies and chamber music.
After several years, the society added a
third week for Suzuki string instruction.
Thus, the Suzuki Valhalla Institute
(SVI) was born (2005). Over the
ensuing years, other programs in other
disciplines were added to the society’s
offerings. A drama component, Valhalla

School of Theatre Arts (ViSTA) was
first offered in 2005, and film and
animation studies, Valhalla Film School
and Festival (VFS, VFF) were added in
2006. Fine-tuning its path, the society
adopted the official mandate to “nurture
artistic ability in people of all ages by
providing programs that contribute to
the cultural and economic enhancement
of the local area in a supportive,
non-competitive, community-based
environment in which all can strive for
creative excellence.”
The society continues to act as an
umbrella organization, overseeing the
administrative workings, as well as
ensuring the artistic quality, of each
program. The details and workings
of each program are managed by
coordinators (and in some cases,
also a working committee). These
coordinators (along with a few others)
make up the society’s board of directors.
In 2009, the organization’s founder,
Heather Huether, stepped back from
her roles as society president and
coordinator of the Valhalla Summer
School of Music. The organization

struggled to find the volunteer power
necessary to replace Heather’s tireless
effort. This, paired with funding cuts
from the provincial government, meant
some elements of the VSSM were
eliminated. Diminishing enrolment
in some programs compounded those
challenges.
However, in spite of this, a
motivated and committed board of
directors has stayed the course with the
Valhalla Fine Arts Society. Maintaining
quality programs that contribute to the
artistic, educational, cultural, economic
and social aspects of our community

has continued to be the board’s focus.
As our communities shift and change,
the board is keenly aware of providing
opportunities that meet the needs of
our own residents, while continuing to
attract non-resident participants.
With its 12th season approaching,
the Valhalla Fine Arts Society is
energized and confident for many
reasons. Noteworthy among these is
the return of the much-loved adult
orchestra component of the Summer
School of Music. The VSSM has also
added clarinet and flute streams to its
offerings, and the society continues
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to explore ways to augment its piano
offerings. A first musical experience
for young children, the Music Explorers
Program has been successfully reintroduced to serve the area’s younger
residents. Under the skilled leadership
of Daphne and Miranda Hughes, the
Suzuki Valhalla Institute continues to
attract capacity registrations. Topping it
all off is another exciting line-up for the
society’s popular Community Concert
Series. Lots of reasons to celebrate and
many reasons to participate! Join us for
our Season Launch on Friday, May 4 at
6:30 pm (Memorial Hall, Silverton).

FLIKS presents ‘Wild Horse, Wild Ride’
submitted
FLIKS brings ‘Wild Horse, Wild
Ride’ to the Vallican Whole Friday,
April 20 and the Capitol Theatre
Wednesday, April 25. If you care
about seeing films on the big screen
in your community, come watch this
festival audience favourite.
Each year thousands of wild
Mustangs are rounded up from
public lands – they have lived wild
for generations and have never been
touched by human hands.
‘Wild Horse, Wild Ride’ tells
the story of the Extreme Mustang
Makeover Challenge, an annual
contest where people attempt to tame
a totally wild mustang in order to get

WANTED
TO BUY:

CEDAR AND
PINE POLES
John Shantz
• 250-308-7941 (cell)

Please contact: Gorman
Brothers Lumber Ltd.

250-547-9296

it adopted into a better life beyond
federal corrals.
Stunning and poignant, Alex
Dawson and Greg Gricus’ debut
feature documentary chronicles a
handful of unforgettable characters
from their first uneasy meeting with
their horses and over three months
as they attempt to transform from
scared strangers to the closest of
companions.
It all ends in a competition where

trainers must bid against the public if
they want to keep their horses.
Hailed by The Hollywood
Reporter as a “crowd-pleaser with a
big heart,” the film captures a journey
that is at times harrowing, humorous,
heartwarming and heartbreaking as
these wild spirits – both human and
horse – embark on the ride of their
lives.
Details and trailers are at www.
FLIKS.ca.

Lucerne kids go hungry for clean drinking water in the Congo
by Jan McMurray
New Denver area youth will
participate in World Vision’s 30-hour
famine again this year, April 22-23 at
Lucerne School.
“We chose the cause ‘water’ and
the funds we raise will go to provide
clean drinking water to the people of
the Democratic Republic of the Congo,”
said Lucerne School grade 12 student
Danika Hammond, who has organized
the famine at the school for three years

coffee bar
n e w d e n v e r, b c

BLOW OUT
CLOTHING SALE
ALL CLOTHING $10each

T-shirts, ball caps, golf shirts, cotton scarves, aprons,
formal shirts, polo dresses, jersey capri’s & tote bags
While quantities last – all sales final – cash only J
513-6th Avenue, New Denver, BC
Open: 8 -5 Monday - Saturday

in a row.
Danika expects 15-20 participants
this year, with a fundraising goal of
$2,000. “My personal goal is $600,”
she added. “And World Vision is really
good – 80 percent of the money raised
goes directly to the cause.”
From 10 am Sunday, April 22 till 4
pm on Monday, April 23, participants
will consume only water and 100
percent juice, which was donated by
Lucerne’s Parent Advisory Council.
“I fill the time with workshops and
educational things for the students to
do,” said Danika. “I’m going to focus
on water issues, not just contaminated
water but bottled water, conservation,
and all aspects of the global water issue.”
Danika will try to fast for five hours
longer this year, and will invite the other
students to join her.
Another initiative the students are
working on is a demonstration during
New Denver’s May Days celebration.
“We want to show people what it’s like
to carry a bucket of water or rocks like
they have to do in Africa every day,”
explained Danika.
Pledges for the 30-hour famine can
be made at the school, or directly with
a participant. Donations can also be
made online; contact Danika Hammond
(danikahammond@yahoo.com) to find
out how.

Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work,
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal
WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS

359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539

3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN
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Two for one Earth Day Celebration in Nelson – stand up for wilderness
submitted
This Earth Day, stand up for
wilderness, says the West Kootenay
Coalition for Jumbo Wild. On Sunday
April 22, the Jumbo Wild Coalition joins
with the Kootenays for a Pipeline-Free
BC at an Earth Day Rally at Nelson City
Hall at 3 pm.
“This is the day to stand up for our
wild places whether it is mountains,
northland or coastline,” says Jumbo Wild
organizer K. Linda Kivi. “We teamed up
with Pipeline-Free BC for this gathering
because, really, it’s all the same issue:
what is our vision for our land and our
future? We believe there is an economy
of the wild. Democracy matters.”
K i m K r a t k y, J u m b o Wi l d
spokesperson says, “If all we care
about is dollars, then we should realize
that there is more money to be made
by keeping Jumbo Wild. That’s why
people come to BC, for the wilderness.
Our main focus is to let Jumbo’s French
investors know there is a reason why the

Community Artists’
Concert to support
ALAC Concert Series

submitted
The Arrow Lakes Arts Council
announces the Community Artists’
Concert on Sunday, April 22 at the
Bonnington Arts Centre starting at 2
pm. This concert is a fundraiser to help
the Arts Council raise funds to support
its Concert Series, held every season for
34 years. Government cutbacks in grant
programs and gaming money is seriously
affecting the ability of arts councils to
continue bringing in professional artists
to local communities throughout the
province. Come on out and support your
local talented artists as they perform
for you. These artists all come from
the Arrow Lakes and Slocan Lake
communities, and are pleased to come
and showcase their talents to help raise
funds for professional and Kootenay
artists to come to the Arrow Lakes.
There will be a donation jar at the door
for contributions towards future Concert
Series. Doors will open at 1:30 pm and it
will be open seating. That means you get
to pick your seats for this concert!! Come
out on Sunday, April 22 at 2 pm to see
and hear your local artistic community
showcase their talents for you.

• Concrete finishing,
decorative stamping,
staining
• Custom concrete
countertops
• Sinks and bathtubs
• Fireplace hearths and
mantels
• Garden tables
Creative concrete
solutions for your
home and business.
Patrick Baird
250-354-8562

www.elementconcrete.ca

proposal was on the books for 20 years.
Local people don’t want it.”
Kratky says the taxpayer costs of road
building to Jumbo and the infrastructure
of a non-elected municipality should
concern everyone in BC.
Jumbo Wild has other concerns
to be addressed, says Kratky. “Back-

country closure is high on the list.
Jumbo Glacier Resort’s Master Plan
calls for ‘grizzly habitat enhancement
such as access management’ and that
means they are planning to keep us out
of certain areas we love and use.” The
Earth Day Rally will focus on concrete
actions people can take, including a

postcard campaign aimed at the French
investors, Compagnie des Alpes. Bring
your toonies to help pay for stamps
and your chequebooks to help build
campaign momentum. Kootenays for a
Pipeline Free BC will have information
on their upcoming events and speaker
series and will be signing people up for

their pipeline caravan.
Billed as the “wild-est, jumbo-est”
rally yet, a car will be turned into an
animal and music, art and celebration
will mark this Earth Day. Bring your
Teddies for the ‘Bears for Jumbo’ wall
of fame. And the Jumbo Jester invites
you to come in costume.

submitted
‘Moving Forward’ is the theme of
this year’s National Victims of Crime
Awareness Week, taking place across
Canada April 22-28. Activities across the
country will focus on raising awareness
of services available to victims of crime
in Canada, such as those provided by
Victim Services at North Kootenay
Lake Community Services Society
(NKLCSS) in Kaslo and the Advocacy
Centre in Nelson. National Victims of

Crime Awareness Week also provides
opportunities to further explore new
ways to reach out to victims of crime
and give them have a stronger voice in
the justice system.
“National Victims of Crime
Awareness Week is an important event
for our community because it provides an
opportunity to both promote awareness
of existing services and for service
providers from a number of agencies
to meet and find ways to collaborate so

that we can strengthen the safety net for
victims of crime,” said Suzan Clancy,
Victim Service Worker at NKLCSS.
A person who has just become a
victim of crime is often in shock and
feeling vulnerable. It is not a good time
to have to take in a lot of information
or make rational decisions. Yet often
the crime thrusts a victim into just that
position. A strong safety net can support
victims’ immediate needs for physical
and emotional safety and work with them

to address longer-term issues.
National Victims of Crime
Awareness Week 2012 will be launched
in Ottawa on April 23, 2012 by the
federal Ministers of Justice and Public
Safety, when victims, victim advocates
and representatives working in the
area of victim issues will gather for the
seventh annual Federal Symposium
hosted by the Government of Canada.
For more information visit: www.
victimsweek.gc.ca.

NKLCSS Victim Services promotes National Victims of Crime Awareness Week 2012
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Busted in Nelson!! When was the last time you checked yours?
submitted
Some of the best breasts and artists
of the West Kootenay will combine in a
show to raise awareness around breast
health issues, opening April 13 in Nelson
at Ourglass Gallery + Studio. Drawing
on the breasts and artistic talents of 25
people from across the region —mainly
Nelson and the Slocan Valley — plaster
busts of 13 women aged 17 to 71 years
old have been painted and decorated

by 13 well known artists. It’s the body
form as art and art on the body when the
aesthetics of a baker’s dozen of busts
lavished with artistic inspiration deliver
the message of understanding who your
breast friends are.
“You need to know your breasts,”
said Safire Jones, the curator of the
show and one of the featured artists.
“This show is to remind people to
take the matters of breast health into

their own hands.” The slate of artists
includes Avrell Fox, Cassia Barrett, Della
Schafer, Marin Patenaude, Christina
Smith, Cindy Moser, Bubzy, Allanah
Cronshaw, Rabi`a, Tanya Pixie Johnson,
Natasha Smith, Samual Stevenson and
Safire Jones.
The show was inspired by Jones’
mother, Lyn, 63, who died from
breast cancer in ChristChurch, New
Zealand, last July. She went through
chemotherapy, a mastectomy, radiation
therapy, and hormone therapy, but
succumbed to the disease less than one
year and a half after diagnosis.
“I firmly believe that with early
detection I may have had my mom
around for longer,” Jones said. “By the
time she was diagnosed it was already
large and aggressive. As a result, I
believe it is important that people
become familiar with the shape and
feel of their breasts – knowing their

usual lumps and bumps – so they can
be prepared for a change if it happens,”
she added.
Some people are scared of what
they might find so they don’t look, or are
unsure as to what is normal. But there is
no such thing as a typical breast since
everyone’s breasts are different, said
Jones. And breast cancer is not gender
specific either, meaning men can develop
cancer in the region as well.
The show opens at Ourglass in
Nelson on Friday, April 13. Open for
one month, it will then move around
the West Kootenay throughout the
summer, stopping in at the Wee Gallery
in Passmore, and Sleep is for Sissies
Café in Winlaw.
As the summer wears on, Safire
hopes to see the busts in a variety of
locations, wrapping up with the final
Extravaganza and Art Auction of the
BUSTS in Nelson at the Spiritbar in

late summer.
Each show will contain information
from Willow – a support network for
people living with a diagnosis of breast
cancer – on breast examinations and
breast health. Proceeds from the auction
of the busts will be split between Willow
and something beautiful for the oncology
ward (cancer treatment) at Kootenay
Lake Hospital.
If there are people who would like
to showcase some of the busts at their
establishment this summer, contact
Safire Jones at lalacreations@yahoo.
com.
Check out the online auction
at www.safirejones.com at the link
‘BUSTED!!’ Also Facebook Events
… http://www.facebook.com/
events/272949149447741/
The show was made possible with
a grant from the Slocan Valley Arts
Council.

submitted
Beyond Recycling students in nine
classes at eight schools in the Kootenays
are participating in a one-month EcoChallenge to reduce their energy use and
lower their impact on the Earth.
In Kaslo, Sonya Franke’s grade
4/5 class at JV Humphries School
is participating in the program with
educator Gillian Sanders.
To mark the beginning of this EcoChallenge – and of greener habits – they
marked Earth Hour on March 31, at
8:30 pm. That means they turned off

the lights, unplugged the computers and
experienced life without the buzz of all
that electricity. Now, they plan to go
‘beyond Earth Hour.’
“Students have been studying and
debating as part of the Beyond Recycling
curriculum,” said Monica Nissen,
Wildsight’s Beyond Recycling program
manager. “They’re excited to see how
they can reduce energy use in their own
homes, how they can create less waste to

go to landfills, and how they can support
local food producers.”
Nissen and Sanders hope that
parents of JV Humphries Beyond
Recycling students will help conduct
home energy and waste audits.
“The kids know how to do the
audits,” Nissen said, “but the parents
know where the natural gas and
electricity bills are, and have a better
idea of how much garbage and recycling
their families have each week.”
Wildsight’s Beyond Recycling
education program works with partners
at FortisBC and the RDCK to deliver
Beyond Recycling to different classes
around the Columbia Basin every year.
It’s a 20-week curriculum that covers a
lot of ground.
“When you add it all up,” Nissen
said, “figures show if everyone on the
planet lived like North Americans,
we’d need more than five more planets
to meet everyone’s needs. Kids grasp
how untenable this is. They want to do
something about it. And they can – but it
really helps to have their parents on side.
“Let yourself be inspired by your
child’s commitment to action,” Nissen
said. “And have a great Eco-Challenge
– and beyond.”

JVH Beyond Recycling students take the Eco-Challenge

JV Humphries grade 4/5 students are
participating in the Beyond Recycling
program this month.

THE SLOCAN
LAKE ARENA
SOCIETY

would like to thank our ice maintenance
team, Jack Kelly, Curtis Oda and
Bob Dubreiul, all the volunteers and
participants for our great first season of
the re-opening of the Arena in Silverton.
There was drop-in curling, public skating, a
learn to skate program and private rentals.
We are closed for the winter sports
and preparing for spring/summer activities
(any ideas). Roller skating coming soon.
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Announcements

ACCOMMODATORS DISCOUNT on
bedding at Willow Home Gallery - sheets,
pillows, duvets, covers, quilts ... Great
quality at best prices! Kaslo 250-353-2257
www.willowhomegallery.com
RIDESHARE cuts greenhouse gas
emissions, saves $$$ and reduces traffic.
Improved site options for North Slocan.
Visit: kootenayrideshare.com

Business Opportunities

UNEMPLOYED and thinking of starting
your own business? Community Futures
offers the Self Employment grant, business
loans, counselling and training in the Arrow
& Slocan Lakes area. For more info leave
a message at 265-3674 ext. 201 or email
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.
COMMERCIAL PROPERTY/
B U S I N E S S f o r s a l e . Vi s i t
businesssellcanada.com listing #02616003.

Card of Thanks

FROM THE TIME that Ben and I moved
to Nakusp, we have been shown great
kindness and friendship. It never faltered...
it only grew greater with each year, to the
point where we felt adopted into some
families. In the days since Ben passed, I

have seen the tears, caring and love for him
that many in this community have shared
with me. He, obviously, touched many lives
in such a positive way.
Nakusp Minor Hockey... what can I say?
There are no words that can express the
pride I felt for Ben as he was remembered
as your Dedicated Fan at the opening
ceremonies of the Provincial Tier 4 games.
You bestowed a great honour upon our
family... one that will not be forgotten.
I thank all of you.
- Christine Big Canoe

Coming Events

CONVERGENCE WRITERS’
RETREAT May 11-13, New Denver:
Talks/discussions on social justice writing,
metaphor, coping with despair. Workshops
on your writing. Five youth scholarships.
Max 25 participants. More info, registration:
www.heartsrest/convergence/convergencewriters-retreat.
CORAZON VOCAL ENSEMBLE Tuesday, April 24, 7:30 pm. Memorial
Hall, Silverton. 60 youth full of passion
and energy - don’t miss this. Admission by
donation. Presented by Valhalla Community
Concert Series.

CLASSIFIED ADS

CUP & SAUCER – Saturday, April 28.
Let’s celebrate spring with that Famed
French Chicken Pie or Chicken Breast w/
savoury sauce and stuffed baked potato,
both w/Caesar salad, finishing with
Chocolate Cake. From appetizer to dessert
$20. 5:30 or 7:00 seatings. Reservations call
Madeleine 358-2475 or 2267.
S L O C A N VA L L E Y T H R E A D S
GUILD 11th annual fundraiser, YARD &
YARDAGE is on Sunday, April 22, from
10 am to 2 pm. Come and see the show of
Threads Guild members’ work, shop inside
and out for bargains in yard goods, craft
supplies and perennial plants, enjoy lunch
and refreshments at our Tea Room; it’s a
wonderful valley event, rain or shine. At
the heritage schoolhouse, halfway between
Winlaw and Slocan, on Hwy 6, beside the
Rail Trail; 7112 Perry’s Back Road. Info:
JC Bradford 355-2475.
BESSIE AND THE BACK EDDIES,
Saturday April 28, Vallican Whole
Community Centre. The Kootenays’
best Roots and Blues Group meets the
Kootenays’ finest dance hall! Door 7:30,
dancing starts 8 pm. $12. Information:
226-7624.

SILVERTON GALLERY PRESENTS:
Our 3rd Annual ‘Coming out of the Closet’
Coffee house on Saturday- April 21 at 7:30
pm, donation. Mirror Theatre production
‘The Shift’ on Saturday, April 28 at 7 pm,
donation. Performance by Slocan Arrow
Community Music Ensemble (conducted
by Jill Faulks), and performances by
students of Jill and Heather on Sunday,
May 6 at 2 pm, by donation. Award winning
touring musician Ian Sherwood on Tuesday,
May 8 at 7:30 pm (www.iansherwood.
com). BC Arts Council funded performance
by La Cafamore String Quartet featuring
Nina Norvath on Thursday, May 10 at
7:30. Advance tickets $10 at the Cup and
Mountainberry. Door $12 adults $5 for kids.
TEXAS HOLD’EM TOURNAMENT
Saturday May 5th 6:30pm at the Slocan
Legion Hall 502 Harold St. Slocan. $30
Buy-in. Tickets at Mountain Valley Station
in Slocan or phone 250-355-2672 to
reserve. No minors please.
SLOCAN LAKE GARDEN SOCIETY
(SLUGS) Mother’s Day Raffle. Tickets sold
at New Denver, Kootenay Savings Credit
Union(KSCU) Wed, Thurs, Fri May 2-3-4
and May 9-10-11 from 2-5 pm with four
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prizes on display. Date of Draw, May 11
@ 5 pm @ KSCU. Tickets also available
at Raven’s Nest, What’s in Store? or call
Margaretha 358-2729.
9TH ANNUAL WINLAW WATER
DAY - Celebrating Slocan Valley Water.
Sat., May 5. 11:00 am-11:00 pm. Music all
day, kids arts, silent auction, parade to the
river and much more. Be part of the magic!

For rent

SHARED OFFICE SPACE available
in Winlaw at healing co-op. Long-term
preferred. Call 250-358-2177.
SPACIOUS 2 BDR APARTMENT in
Silverton available immediately. $750/
mo. Seeking quiet, responsible and nonsmoking tenants. Office space for rent
$150/mo. Call 358-2177.

Business Classifieds start at $10.00
Call 250-358-7218 for details

Slocan Auto &
Truck Repairs

24 hour towing
BCAA, Slocan, BC
355-2632

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

AUTOMOTIVE • SMALL MOTORS • MACHINE SHOP
and

Caribou Service
(250) 265-3191

24 Hr Towing and Recovery
Auto Repairs & Tires
Auto Parts

5549 Frontage Road
Burton, BC

COMPUTER
- Repairs
Palmer
- Upgrades
Computer - Consulting
Microsoft Certified
Services
Systems Engineer
Phone: 355-2235
ken@palmercomputerservices.com

• welding repairs • full service &
repair • licenced technician • radiator
repairs & service • mobile service
available • fast, friendly service

BCAA Towing

24 hour towing
1007 hwy 23, nakusp
ph: 265-4577

Nakusp 265-4406

USED GOODS

NAKUSP GLASS

The Donation Store

Main Street • New Denver
Open 10 am - 2 pm • Monday - Saturday
(depending on available volunteers)
Help us help you

Even little ads get noticed
in the Valley Voice

JEWELRY
Jo’s Jewelry

Custom Work and Repair in
Silver and Gold, by Appointment

358-2134

New Denver, Goldsmith Jo-Anne Barclay

201 Broadway
265-3252

SALES & SERVICE
98 - 1st Street, Nakusp • 265-4911
OPEN TUES - SAT
CHAINSAWS
TRIMMERS
• Stihl
• Stihl
• Husqvarna
• Husqvarna
MOWERS
SMALL ENGINES
• Husqvarna
• Tecumseh
• Toro • Snapper • Honda
• Lawnboy
• Briggs & Stratton

RECYCLING
MOUNTAIN VALLEY STATION
BOTTLE DEPOT
Slocan City • 355-2245
Open MON - SAT 9-5
Your “Bottle Drive” Specialists

The clear choice for
all your glass needs!

EQUIPMENT RENTAL

COLES RENTALS

HEATERS (PROPANE & ELECTRIC)
PLATE TAMPERS, JUMPING JACKS, REBAR BENDER
JACKHAMMERS, HAMMER DRILLS, CONCRETE
MIXERS, CONCRETE SAWS, TILECUTTERS,
BLOCKCUTTERS, SCAFFOLDING, FLOOR SANDERS,
NAILERS - ALL TYPES, LM ROTARY LAZER TRANSIT,
GENERATORS, WATER PUMPS, COMPRESSORS,
INSULATED TARPS, PRESSURE WASHERS, ROTO
TILLER, LAWN COMBER, AERATOR, PROPERTY PIN
LOCATOR, GAS POST HOLE DIGGER, CONCRETE
FLOOR GRINDER
...AND MUCH MORE!
PHONE 358-2632
1-888-358-2632

HEALTH • WELL-BEING • FITNESS • ENVIRONMENT
MASSAGE THERAPIES

Myofascial, Swedish, Lymphatic, Joint Play, Craniosacral,
Visceral, Somatoemotion, Chakras, Nutrition etc.
MTA rates (Low income consideration)
also MSP, WCB, ICBC & care plans
Garth R. Hunter, R.M.T.
Slocan Com. Srv. Bldg. 355-2222 (W & F)

250-358-2364 • Mobile & Office

Spectrum Home & Family Care
Helping you maintain
YOUR lifesyle!
Free consultations
in the West Kootenay

250-265-3842
www.spectrumhomesupport.ca

Nakusp Taxi
250-265-8222
Pick up and Delivery

Let us get it for you
• Auto parts • Groceries
• Pharmacy • Cigarettes
• Take out food

Just let your local business know your needs
and we will deliver them to you.
Alcoholic beverages until 11:00 pm

The Copper Nail Boat Shop

The Kootenay’s Shipwright

• Custom boat work
• Marine mechanics
• Rigging and repairs
• Systems and electrical

250-355-0035

www.woodenboatshop.ca

HAIR
Ava’ s
Hair

Studio

OPEN YEAR-ROUND
358-7769

Far right entrance of the Wild Rose Restaurant in Rosebery

BREWING

Winlaw Brew-Op

Wine & Beer Making Kits
to satisfy all budgets!
Take-Home Kits, or Brew it with Us!
Open 11:00 to 6:00 Tues. to Sat.
5972 Cedar Creek Road, Winlaw • 226-7328

Hand & Soul Wellness Centre
Larry Zaleski, D.C. Chiropractor

Mondays & Fridays - Silverton • Every other Wednesday in Winlaw or Nakusp

Sue Mistretta, M.A., CCC Counsellor/Expressive Arts

358-2177

www.handandsoul.ca

Specialty Coffees, Teas,
Award-winning wines available for brewing
• Open Every Day

Nakusp

265-4701
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For rent

FOR RENT: 1 bdr & 2 bdr apartments in
Rotary Villa Phase 4 building, Nakusp, BC.
Senior Housing 55+ Independent living.
New secure building, small pet welcome.
Inf. www. arrowtarian.com or call Trish.
Office 265-2020 / cell 265-1247. Tenants
could be eligible for SAFER. See BC
Housing website.
NEWER QUALITY COTTAGE
near Winlaw. 2 beds, loft. Quiet, sunny,
valley views. Suitable two people. www.
merryproperties.com. $795/month. 250226-0034.
FOR RENT IN NAKUSP MHP a 1
bedroom cabin $460/mo., clean & quiet,
with area for garden. Also mobile home
pads available. Please call 265-9909.
SUITE FOR RENT – One mile from
Nakusp. On acreage. 3 bdr. Appliances.
Available May. $750/month. 250-575-8867.

For Sale

CZ-3D FISHER METAL DETECTOR
with owner’s manual. Used six times. $700
obo. Fender Passport PA system – good
for functions, bands, etc. Comes with mic
- $1300. RCA Theatre Surround Sound.
Bought new for $1800, asking $750 obo.
250-265-4914 after 6 pm.

1972 PARAMOUNT 2-bdr trailer (12’ x
60’) with an 8’ x 20’ addition, on other side
deck (8’ x 10’). Building with electricity
(10’ x 8’). Pacific Energy woodstove,
dishwasher and washer/dryer included.
Pad rental is $175 per month. Close to
trail to Sandon, close to the lake – Denver
Siding. $15,000 firm. Phone Sharon: 250358-2389.

Gardening

ELVENDAL FARM – Vegetable and
Flower Starts for your garden. Opening
May 4. Sales at the farm, May Days and
local Farmers’ Markets. 113 Reibin Rd. in
Hills. 358-2660.
WORMY CHERRIES? DON’T SPRAY!
Kootenay Covers prevent worm, wasp
and bird damage. Reusable. 250-3532264, www.kootenaycovers.com or email
mroberts@kootenaycovers.com.

Health

THAI MASSAGE: fully-clothed
acupressure yoga massage. Donation/sliding
scale for housecalls. FELDENKRAIS
Awareness Through Movement classes in
Nakusp & Winlaw. Tyson Bartel 250-2266826 thaitouch@yahoo.com
YOGA AT THE DOMES - Monday
morning 9-10:30, THURSDAY afternoon
4:00-5:30. OPEN TO ALL LEVELS.
YOGA IN SILVERTON!!! Wednesdays
7 pm with Christopher, Sundays 10 am
with Anastasia at Hand & Soul. 3587773, lovingspirit@rocketmail.com.

Personal Classifieds start at $8.00
Call 250-358-7218 for details

CLASSIFIED ADS
Help Wanted

HOME SUPPORT WORKER NEEDED
with Care Aide Certificate or equivalent
for mature disabled male. Four-hour shifts
with job sharing. Part-time, weekends and
back-up to start. Reply with brief resume
to: Home Support Worker, Box 433, New
Denver, BC V0G 1S0.
DRIVER WITH CAR WANTED for
person with chemical sensitivities. Organic,
chemical-free lifestyle required. Casual.
250-352-9442.
HOUSEHOLD HELP – General help with
household errands (casual). Must follow
precise instructions. Car required. $13/
hour + .15/km. Kaslo area. 250-352-9442.
PART-TIME MANAGER wanted for
Slocan District Chamber of Commerce.
The job entails general secretarial and
bookkeeping duties, such as preparing
agendas, minutes, budgets and financial
statements; handling correspondence and
publicity; payroll; website maintenance.
The Manager attends board meetings
(usually monthly) and takes direction
from the board. The Chamber has recently
completed a strategic planning process
and there is potential for this position to
evolve into a larger role, including project
coordination and community engagement.
The ideal candidate has excellent computer
and interpersonal skills, project management
skills, and enjoys working independently.
Please send resume and cover letter by
April 30 to: Slocan District Chamber of
Commerce, Box 448, New Denver, BC V0G
1S0 or email to: chamber@slocanlake.com.

MATURE, DISABLED MAN seeking
experienced Home Support Caregivers,
or will train. Immediate shifts available
in private Nakusp home. Forward
resume ATTN HOME SUPPORT to:
arrowlakealliance@telus.net or A.L.A.C.,
339 Alexander Rd., Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0.

Notices

FOR INFORMATION ON AA OR
ALANON MEETINGS contact in New
Denver: 358-7904 or 358-7158; Nakusp
265-4924; Kaslo 353-2658; Slocan 3552805; South Slocan 226-7705.
JONATHAN WHITE Client Support
Group Society will be having its AGM at
220 Slocan Ave., 4:00 pm, April 30.
KASLO & AREA HOSPICE - Sensitive,
compassionate and confidential support
for the terminally ill, the dying and the
bereaved. Call 250-353-2299 to request
service.
HILLS COMMUNITY DOUKHOBOR
SOCIETY Annual Meeting - Sunday, May
6 at 1:00 pm, Hills Community Hall.

Real Estate

PROPERTY FOR SALE - .52 acre,
fully serviced, top soil and equipment
for construction available. 530 Fifth St.,
Rosebery. Property borders Rosebery
Provincial Park. Temporary living quarters
in place. Asking $108,900. See listings at
www.briandeobaldhomes.ca/listings. Call
Ron 250-358-2389 or Brian 778-206-0077.

Personal Classifieds
start at $8.00
Call 250-358-7218 for details
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23.8 ACRES. South of Silverton on a public
road with power & tel at property line. This
treed property has a gentle slope with good
sun exposure and backs on Crown Land.
Water license is in place. A great building
site! Priced to sell at $210,000.00. Larry @
Landquest Realty 250-513-2733.
LAND FOR SALE: 42 acres $251,900.00
Red Mountain Road 250-358-2655.
NEW DENVER PROPERTY FOR
SALE - One block from lake. Level double
lot, 100’ x 118’ serviced with water, power
and septic. Single wide trailer with addition
and carport. Glacier views. Located in “The
Orchard.” $175,000.00 250-919-7814.

Services

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
SEPTIC TANK CLEANING: “Serving
the Valley” 7 days/wk, 24-hr. All-Around
Septic Services, Don Brown (250) 3543644, emergency 352-5676.
ROGAN ELECTRIC Residential,
commercial, industrial wiring. Local
references available. All work guaranteed.
“We get the job done.” 353-9638.
PETER’S WINDOWS & DOORS – Sales
and installations. Energy efficient vinyl and
wood windows. Renovations/upgrades of
wooden and metal windows and doors.
Peter Demoskoff 250-399-0079.

Next Valley Voice
Deadline:
April 13,
2012

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN

HALL LUMBER
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

COMPLETE SALES
SERVICE AND
INSTALLATION
YOUR VALLEY COMFORT AND BLAZE KING DEALER
SPECIALIZING IN WOOD/ELECTRIC, WOOD/OIL AND
WOOD/GAS COMBINATION FURNACES
Certified • Insured

KF PowerVac
Slocan City, BC • (250) 355-0088
website: www.kootenayfurnace.com
email: kfurnace@netidea.com

Duct Cleaning & Duct Sanitizing
Local: 355-2485 • Toll-free: 1-888-652-0088
email: kfurnace@netidea.com

• Registered Septic System
designer and installer •
• Ready Mix Concrete •
• Lock Blocks • Drain Rock •
• Road Crush • Sand & Gravel •
• Dump Trucks • Excavator •
• Crusher • Coloured Concrete •
• Site Preparation •
Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
Ph. 265-4615 • vieirac@telus.net

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat
10 am to 5 pm
PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd.
Edgewood, BC

Indoor Garden
Supplies
Castlegar
250-304-2911

HARDWOOD
FLOORS ONLY

100% CANADIAN FLOORING
AT WHOLESALE
Prefinished, antique R. Oak - Maple
3 ¼ x ¾ $4.59/sf pallet – Import Eng
Prefinished $3.99/sf pallet
Bamboo – Cork from $2.99/sf
Glue Down
AT JUAN’S – 1503 Hwy 3A Thrums
250-399-6377 Mon-Sat 8:30 am-5 pm

Safety, Service, Satisfaction
Installation and maintenance

jim@jemsgas.com

Jim Pownall & Co.
LOG & TIMBER FRAME HOMES
New Denver • BC
250-358-2566
jpownall@telus.net

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431
• Email cresbay@telus.net

organic housekeeping

ueco friendly housekeepinguyard & garden maintenanceu
general labour workuWCB insured trade worker’s helper
upost renovation clean upuorganization & de-cluttering in
home or shopuhelping hand with carpentry & alternative
building projectsuhome check-ins and visit preparationsu

Sondra Krajewski

250.265.8479

www.peacockcollective.ca

Your local bulk dealer & service centre

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

peacock
collective

Gift Certificates available
Serving Nakusp Burton New Denver Silverton
reliable & fully insured

FOR ALL YOUR
PROPANE NEEDS
365-9958
1-800-471-5630

Crescent Bay
Construction Ltd.

1730 Hwy 3, Selkirk Spring Building
dan@canadiangardensupply.com

Fine Custom Home
Construction
CGL and WCB covered

(250)505-0794

www.thelasthousestanding.com

J.C. Roofing Company

For all your roofing needs
Serving the Arrow and Slocan Lakes
16 years of professional installations
WCB • All work fully guaranteed
We also install Soffit and Vinyl Siding

For your free estimate, Call
Curtis Roe at 250-265-9087

BEE
GREENS
Totally organic annual
bedding plants.
10-5 daily april
through june.
7381 Avis road, Perry’s Siding

250-355-0030

Ted’s New & ReNew

Residential & Commercial Projects
Journeyman Floorcovering Installer

carpet • lino • hardwood • cork • laminate • tile
Property Maintenance & Management
Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning

Phone 250-265-6809

ACCOMMODATIONS

Even little ads get noticed
in the Valley Voice

Slocan Valley Recreation
Spring Bike Tune-up, scheduled for April
21 has been cancelled.
Soccer Season underway the week of
April 23 – call for details.
May-August Leisure Guide will be out
soon.

226-0008

Support the
Valley Voice
with a voluntary
subscription
Only $10-$30

CLASSIFIED/COMMUNITY

Obituary

William Patterson

1915 – 2012
On Sunday, April 8, 2012 William Patterson
(né Osachoff) passed away peacefully, after
a short illness, at South Okanagan General
Hospital in Oliver, BC at the age of 97.
William was born William William
Osachoff on January 15, 1915 in Brilliant,
BC to William and Molly Osachoff. He
was the eldest of five children. He married
Frances Patterson in 1940 and changed
his name to hers in 1951 to avoid the
prejudice of the day against the Doukhobor
community.
William wore many hats throughout his
life, owning his own sawmill, working as
a farmer, miner, truck driver and carpenter
before building and operating almost
single-handedly Alpine Fishing Resort on

Elbow Lake, north of Kamloops, BC. He
retired in 1976 and moved with his family
to Avola and later to Olalla, BC. He moved
to Keremeos in 2009, where he lived at
Mountainview Manor until his recent death.
William is survived by his sisters Mrs.
Tena (John) Koozen of Appledale, BC, Mrs.
Annie (Marten) Springford of Shoreacres,
BC, his daughter Mrs. Barbara (Rory)
Weston of Coquitlam, BC and many nieces
and nephews.
He was predeceased by his sister Mrs.
Polly (Ken) Martin and his brother John
Osachoff.
He was an avid fisherman and had a
keen interest in the gold mining history of
B.C. He was fiercely independent, enjoyed
cooking and loved to tell jokes. He had a
long and eventful life and will be dearly
missed by his family. A memorial service
will be held in the Slocan Valley in the
summer and his ashes will be interred
according to his wishes in the cemetery in
Perry Siding with his mother.
Arrangements entrusted to Graham
Funeral Home, 5920 Kootenay Street,
Oliver, BC. (250) 498-3833. Your message
of condolence, sharing your fond memories
of William may be sent to: www.grahamfh.
com.

Read the
Valley Voice
online!
www.valleyvoice.ca
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GERRY CONWAY – Journeyman
carpenter/builder. 250-265-3163.
BC ELECTRICAL SERVICES residential and commercial wiring, sign
maintenance and installation, 55’ bucket
truck. 250-226-6786.
HAPPY-FEET Home & Pet Care.
Reliable, affordable, discrete. Pet First Aid
Certified. Dog-walking. www.happy-feet.
ca , 226-7050.
WINDOW CLEANING SERVICES
– commercial/residential/acreage. Phone
Shane 250-226-7758.
TIRED OFFEELING DISCONNECTED
and afraid in a corporately controlled
world? Through permaculture, Ty Klassen
will help you reconnect with Life and regain
some semblance of control. For free onehour consultation contact Permaculture
Plus today: 250 265 3344 / tyklassen@
yahoo.ca

Everyone’s a winner at the Slocan Community Library Storytime, but the two kids with the
whirleygigs were extra lucky in the library’s Easter egg colouring draw.

Unity Music Festival comes together
submitted
The Slocan Valley Cultural
Alliance is announcing that the Unity
Music Festival will again grace
the Slocan Valley with its two-day
celebration August 24 and 25, 2012.
To be held at the same location as last
year, this family-friendly event will be
happening behind Sleep is for Sissies
in Winlaw.
The Unity Festival crew is
gearing up for another beautiful event,
anticipating up to 1,000 festival goers

with two stages showcasing great
live music and great live art, circus
performers, poets and a kids’ zone.
This year’s lineup will be announced
in May. A sneak preview of acts can be
seen at www.unitymusicfestival.ca.
Early bird tickets will be available
soon for sale online: $45 for weekend
and basic camping will be available
again.
Volunteers and vendors are needed.
More info available at www.
unitymusicfestival.ca.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

RESTAURANT/BAKERY

N

Lemon Creek
Lodge & Campground

ick’s
lace

P

FALL HOURS
9 am - 9 PM
OPEN EVERY DAY, EXCEPT TUESDAY & WEDNESDAY

QUALITY PIZZA anytime!
265-4880
Air Conditioned
Non-Smoking

93-5th Ave.

Nakusp

Rory’s on Main
Licensed Restaurant • New Denver

Check out www.rorysonmain.com for our
weekly specials, menu, hours & contact info

For Reservations: 250-358-2449

Year-round facility
Licensed Restaurant
Open Thurs - Sun
5 PM - 8 PM
Reservations: 1-877-970-8090

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BAKERY
Shirley Kosiancic
Realtor

Mountainview Realty Ltd.
412 Broadway St. Nakusp, BC V0G 1S0
Bus 250-265-2111
Fax 250-265-3842
Cell 250-265-8040
shirley@century21nakusp.com • www.century21nakusp.com

The Cup and
Saucer Café

Available at Rutabaga’s, New Denver •
Slocan Village Market, Slocan
• Gaia Tree, Winlaw

Monday - Saturday 8:00-4:00
Soup, Stews, Meat Pies, Treats and Great Coffee

Silverton, BC • 358-2267

RECREATION

Apple Tree
Sandwich Shop
The

Soup, Sandwiches & Desserts
358-2691
Mon. - Fri. 7 A.M. - 4 P.M.
Sat. 11 A.M. - 4 P.M.

Your Slocan Valley Specialist

GROCERY • HEALTH FOOD

Re-Awakening
Health Centre
• Health Products, healing sessions
• New Age cards & books
• Sensual products¶ ¶
¶

¶

¶

320 Broadway St. Nakusp		 265-3188

Passmore
Laboratory Ltd.

Water Testing • Flow Measurements
CAEAL certified to test drinking water
We’re in the Valley at: 1-250-226-7339
Jennifer & Tony Yeow passlab@columbiawireless.ca

Slocan Village Market
Groceries, fresh produce, fresh meat,
Agency Liquor, organic foods,
in-store deli, in-store bakery.

For all your
insurance
needs
HUB
INTERNATIONAL
265-3631
Barton INSURANCE
1-800-665-6010

Open 7 days/week, 9 am - 8 pm

Slocan, BC • ph:355-2211 • fax: 355-2216

Legendary Meats

Natural Food Store

422 Front Street • Kaslo, BC
1-250-353-2594

100% organic sourdough
bread baked in a
traditional wood-fired
bread oven

Custom Cutting & Sausage
Making, Curing & Smoking of
Bacons & Hams
Mobile BBQ Services & Hog
Roaster Rentals
• Christmas Tree Sales •
www.legendarymeats.ca
Phone/Fax: 250-226-7803
2826 Hwy 6 • Slocan Park

CLOTHING
Men’s & Ladies Clothing

The Clothes Hanger
400 Front St • Kaslo • 250-353-9688

THE RIDE SAYS IT ALL

Ph: 359-7111 Fax: 359-7587
www.playmorpower.com

Playmor Junction Hwy 6 & 3A
1043 Playmor

BROKERS

HALLS

MEMORIAL
HALL

Weddings, Parties, Reunions,
Concerts, Funerals, Meetings

To book call Sue: 250-358-2711

www.jonesboysboats.com
Ainsworth, British Columbia
4080 Hwy 31 N
Call: 1-877-552-6287
(250) 353-2550 Fax (250) 353-2911

HARBERCRAFT

COMMUNITY
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Regional teachers present environmental justice conference, April 27-29
submitted
The BCTF Regional Teachers’
‘Environmental Justice Conference:
Local to Global,’ which has been several
years in the planning, will now take
place at LV Rogers Secondary School
the weekend of April 27-29, 2012.
Keynote speakers include
environmental activist Ali Howard, of
the Spirit of the Skeena Swim. Howard
swam 610 kilometres, the full length
of BC’s second longest river from
the Skeena’s origins to the Pacific
Ocean in 28 days. She undertook the
swim to raise awareness of the coal
bed methane drilling and pipeline
development proposed for the sacred
Skeena headwaters. The moratorium
will be lifted December 2012. Chris
Turner, the author of the acclaimed
Geography of Hope, travelled with

his family to various communities
throughout the world that were truly
environmentally sustainable to learn
what he could from them.
April 27, Friday night at 7 pm, the
opening gathering registration will take
place at Taghum Hall. All are welcome
to this community event. The Aboriginal
Youth drum group will be singing and
drumming, welcoming those attending
the conference from the region. Eloise
Charet will be acknowledging the value
of our water. All are encouraged to bring
musical instruments, seeds to swap
and enjoy the homemade bannock and
borscht by an outdoor fire.
April 28, Saturday night at 7 pm
at the Legion, the Environmental
Documentary Awards will be presented
to the top three filmmakers in the
teachers and student categories. It is not
too late to create your own three-minute
environmental documentary on ‘What
You Love About the Kootenays.’ Prizes
are $300, $150 and $75. Submit your
film by midnight April 22.
Comedian Lucas Meyers will be
performing in character as ‘Randy
from Creston,’ and Flash Back ’70s
programmer Mike Murray will be
playing some classic dance tunes, as
well Saturday night.
Teachers, secondary students and
parents will have the option of attending
five workshops in the morning and
five workshops in the afternoon over
the two days. Such facilitators include
Laura Rickard from Oxfam, discussing

Gender and Climate Change; Selkirk
college instructor, Jenny Barrons,
who will speak on the true meaning
of environmental justice; LV Rogers
Secondary shop teacher, David Afford,
will discuss how he and his students
built a green house and solar panels
with the intent to power two studentbuilt go-carts. Dan Woynillowicz from
the Pembina Institute will provide a
workshop empowering students to

tackle the super wicked problems caused
by global warming to revolutionizing
our energy systems. JJ Verigin, Jon
Steinman, Shannoon Bennett, and
Peter McAllister are just a few of
the facilitators presenting workshops
that will weave local and global
environmental themes together.
Yoga will be offered at 7:30 in the
mornings and organic coffee and lunches
will be provided as part of the event.

Childcare, gas subsidies and billeting
are also offered as part of the conference.
Registration is on a first come basis
at a sliding scale of $50-$75 for adults
and $25 for students. Those working
part time can contact organizer Shannon
Lanaway at slanaway@sd8.bc.ca or
250-505-7023. Childcare, gas subsidies
and billeting are all offered as part of the
conference. Please register by April 22,
Happy Earth Day.

submitted
How would you feel if the
government proclaimed you did not
exist?
In the thought-provoking
documentary, ‘We Are Not Extinct,’ a
Native tribe living in the Slocan Valley
was falsely declared extinct in Canada
in 1956. A road and bridge building
project was scheduled to run through their
ancient village and sacred burial site in
the 1980s. The Sinixt and some of their
Slocan Valley neighbours blockaded the
road and occupied the site in what has
become in 2012 the longest occupation
of government land in Canadian history.
Despite archaeological evidence
of the Sinixt living on this landscape
extending back to the last glaciations,
the Sinixt voice continues to be denied
by both the provincial and federal
governments. Their legal battle is
presently before the courts.
Max Frobe (Max the Jeweller)
produced the film with his wife Virginia

Frobe as writer/director, with the intention
of bringing this injustice to the attention
of both the local and global communities.
‘We Are Not Extinct’ was chosen
as an official selection at the prestigious
Sedona International Film Festival in
Arizona this February.
At the festival, the Frobes met Katja
Torneman and fell in love with her
film, ‘Anna, Emma and the Condors.’
Torneman has graciously given them
permission to pair her work with theirs.
‘Anna, Emma and the Condors’ is a
20-minute short documentary produced/
directed by Torneman as a student
project. This film has gone on to show at
many film festivals and has been awarded

for best picture. Sisters Anna and Emma
Parish together with their father, Chris
Parish, director of the Peregrine Fund at
Vermillion Cliffs, Arizona work for the
survival of the California Condors. The
girls’ lives are unique in their growing
understanding that if we do not take care
of the life surrounding us, we will in
the end face the possibility of our own
extinction. As long as the California
Condors soar the sky, there will always
be hope for the future.
The films will show at Passmore
Hall on Saturday, April 28 at 7:30 pm.
Decadent desserts donated by some of
the Valley’s finest bakers will be served.
This will be a fundraiser for the Sinixt.

Sinixt documentary to show at Passmore Hall April 28

Open Sun. 11-3 • 411 Kootenay St, Nelson
‘We Are Not Extinct’ was chosen as an official selection at the prestigious Sedona International Film Festival.

