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Ministry slaps suspension on Meadow Creek Cedar’s forest licence

by Jan McMurray
Meadow Creek Cedar (MCC)
has been given notice that its forest
licence is suspended as of February
29. The company was also given
a $42,000 fine for failing to meet
its silviculture (tree planting)
obligations, and an order to have
the tree planting done by August 15.
These three decisions were
handed down by the Ministry of
Forests, Lands and Natural Resource
Operations following a recent
investigation by compliance and
enforcement staff. The investigation
found that Meadow Creek Cedar did
not achieve minimum restocking
requirements on six separate
cutblocks associated with its forest
licence (A 30171).
The company was notified of the
decisions on February 3 and has three
weeks to appeal them.
“We were relieved to hear about
the suspension of the licence,” said
Dick Brenton, spokesperson for the
North Kootenay Forest Initiative
Group, the Lardeau Valley citizens’
committee that was formed to
look into the situation at Meadow
Creek Cedar. “However, we know
that suspension is one thing and
cancellation is another. This could
go on a long time.”
MLA Michelle Mungall echoed
Brenton’s sentiments. “For the MLAs
on my side of the house, learning
about the process – the process
that is outlined in legislation and
the ministry is obliged to follow
– has really been a lesson on how
communities can be so devastated
by poor operations, especially small
communities like Meadow Creek.
If Meadow Creek Cedar appeals,
the community is still holding its
breath. There are changes ahead
for the community and what those
changes are will depend on how long
Meadow Creek Cedar can drag out
the process.”
Garth Wiggill, Kootenay Lake
Forest District Manager, explained

that the $42,000 fine and the
remediation order to reforest the
six blocks relate directly to the
silviculture contravention found in
the recent investigation. The decision
to suspend the licence, however, was
made based on both current and past
contraventions.
“We felt the suspension was
warranted because of the company’s
accumulation of contraventions,”
said Wiggill. “It’s not just based
on the current contraventions. The
history of Meadow Creek Cedar’s
past performance was factored in to
the decision.”
He explained that if the company
does the replanting by August 15
as ordered, the suspension will be
lifted. He also explained that once
billed, the company will have 90
days to pay the $42,000 penalty.
MCC will be billed when the appeal
period is over. If the company fails
to pay within the 90 days, Wiggill
said he would then consider issuing
a separate suspension or including the
failure to pay infraction in the current
suspension.
Wiggill reported that the company
can appeal one, two or all three of
the ministry’s decisions. Appeals
are made to the Forest Appeals
Commission, which is an independent
board, separate from the ministry. The
appeal of the licence suspension is
slightly different in that it would go to
the ministry’s Executive Director of
the Kootenay Boundary Region based
in Cranbrook before being referred
to the Forest Appeals Commission.
Wiggill said the company has
a number of past contraventions,
related to road and silviculture
violations of Forestry legislation,
and was penalized for these through
violation tickets, remediation orders
and warnings. All of these past
contraventions have been addressed,
Wiggill reported – the company has
paid the fines or has fulfilled the
requirements of the remediation
orders.

Wiggill also explained that there
is one exception to the company’s
licence suspension. Operations on
a cutblock in the Trout Lake area,
which include a road permit, will be
allowed to continue past the February
29 suspension date. “This is to
essentially protect the interests of the
contractor and to address forest health
issues,” he explained. “The contractor
is getting paid directly by the buyers
of the logs, so we wanted to allow
the contractor to complete the work,

rather than allowing Meadow Creek
Cedar to seize the logs in the bush.”
He added that if logs are left in the
bush too long, there is a vulnerability
to spruce budworm.
Wiggill confirmed that some
additional ministry investigations are
ongoing involving Meadow Creek
Cedar, and he will be faced with
making another decision associated
with the company in the next month.
There is also a Forest Practices
Board (FPB) complaint pending

for Meadow Creek Cedar. An FPB
spokesperson reported that the
investigation of that complaint is
nearing completion. FPB complaints
are completely separate from ministry
investigations.
In addition, many violations of
safety regulations have been found
during WorkSafeBC inspections of
Meadow Creek’s sawmill complex
in Cooper Creek and of forest
service roads under the company’s
responsibility.

Nakusp Midget Falcons bring home the banner

Congratulations to the Nakusp Midget Rep Falcons, who came out on top of the league play this season and earned the West Kootenay banner.
Here they are in January at a tournament in Cranbrook, where they won every game they played. See story on page 16.

The annual Chili Cook-off fundraiser at Summit Lake Ski Area happened in conjunction with the Tube Park grand opening on February 10.
Judges Karolina Moskal, Karen Hamling and Deb Guest had the envied job of taste-testing the 14 different chilis.
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Slocan Valley resident outlines issues with Water Act modernization
by Jan McMurray
With a third round of public
consultation on the modernization of
BC’s Water Act expected anytime now,
a presentation on the subject was given
on February 11 at Passmore Hall as
part of a fundraiser event for the Perry
Ridge Water Users Association.
The presentation was made by
Slocan Valley resident Nelle Maxey,
who has been very active in the public
consultation process on the proposed
new Water Sustainability Act (WSA).
During the first round of
consultations in 2009/10, there were
900 written submissions received from
the public, and a total of 500 people
attended 12 workshops. Nelson’s
workshop was the best attended, with
103 participants, Maxey reported.
In round two, in 2010/11, there
were more than 1,400 submissions
received. “Even industry wasn’t
happy,” said Maxey. “First Nations
were not happy. The public was not
happy.”
She said many people asked for

a third round, and the government
agreed. It was announced on October
17, 2011 that the third consultation
would allow the public to look at the
draft legislation. “But we haven’t
heard since,” she said.
She said many of the public
submissions and comments raised
concerns about the government
privatizing water. But, she said, the
government is not privatizing water –
they are commodifying it.
“They are privatizing the
distribution of water, but they are
commodifying water, which means
they are treating it as an object of
trade,” she said. “The government
is espousing the concepts of
commodification of water and the
privatization of public water services
to create wealth for corporations.
We must demand that they write law
that guarantees public ownership and
stewardship of water.”
Maxey says science to back up the
government’s proposed changes to the
Act is sorely lacking. “The government
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has no details on water supply data,
only water use data,” she said. “For
proper water management, water
supply data is the first requirement.
Then water use data can be considered,
and limits set for sustainable use.”
The government claims that
sustainability is one of the main
principles of the WSA discussion.
Maxey said the language used in
government documents on the
WSA is based on the antiquated
model of sustainability that sees
economy, society and environment
in competition with each other. She
said that more evolved models of
sustainability recognize that society
develops within and is determined by
the environment. She also mentioned
the model developed by Slocan Valley
resident Herb Hammond of the Silva
Forest Foundation, which seeks to
understand the ecology of an area and
then define how human activities can
fit within the ecosystem.
Maxey believes that BC’s water
resources should be used within
ecologically sustainable limits, and
the precautionary principle should
be applied to all new water use. The

principle of sustainability in the WSA,
however, seems to be about water
helping to sustain the economy, she
said.
As a case in point, Maxey pointed
out that 98 percent of BC’s licensed
water use is for hydroelectric power
production, bringing $316 million
into government coffers each year.
Of the remaining two percent, most
by far is being used for industrial and
commercial uses. “And yet the Water
Act is mostly about domestic use,” she
said. “Resource extraction activities
are excluded from the current Water
Act regulation.”
Maxey explained that the WSA
proposes to deal with all resource
extraction and other economic
development decisions that affect
water through Provincial Water
Objectives (PWOs), which will
“guide” decisions – decision makers
will only have to “consider” these
objectives and the objectives will vary
from region to region.
Although another guiding
principle for the discussion is security
of the water supply, Maxey questions:
“Security of the water supply – for the

public?”
Under WSA, it is proposed that
water licences may not be appurtenant
to the land as they are now. This
is necessary to establish licence
trading or water markets, as they are
commonly called. Further, licences
will no longer be issued in perpetuity,
but rather for a fixed term, probably
40 years – the same as hydropower
licences.
Maxey proposed that to protect
the public interest, the order of
priority for water use should be as
follows: ecosystem limits, public
use, and finally private investment
purposes. “Once ecosystem limits
are scientifically determined, public
uses of water can be made more
secure and predictable through the reestablishment of watershed reserves
and agricultural water reserves. If
the ecosystem can tolerate further
commercial use or industrial use, then
the precautionary principle would
apply to such uses. This is for the
protection of the ecosytem and human
health and sanitation, local livelihoods
and for food security purposes,” she
said.

by Jan McMurray
Nakusp’s Economic Summit
process continues to draw the crowds.
About 125 people showed up at the
arena auditorium February 7 to follow
up on last winter’s series of six public
forums on economic development in
Nakusp and area.
The forums, which were also
very well attended, each focused on
a different sector of the economy and
generated a long list of project ideas.
These ideas went to an economic
development committee made
up of Village, Nakusp and Area
Development Board, and Nakusp
and District Chamber of Commerce
representatives. After meeting
four times over the past year, the
committee has selected some projects
to get started on.
At the February 7 meeting, Laurie
Page, Economic Summit Project lead
and Nakusp and Area Development
Board chair, outlined the chosen
projects and asked the public to help
develop the project ideas in small
groups.
The project ideas selected by the
committee are: a web-based directory
of businesses and organizations;
tourism marketing; an inventory of
outdoor recreation opportunities;
exploring opportunities for wood
waste; and agriculture.
The web-based business
directory project is already
underway. Page explained that this
project was designed to support
existing businesses and to “plug
leaks” – the top two priorities for
economic development, according to
consultant Victor Cumming, who led
two of the six forums and met with
the economic development committee
twice. “Plugging leaks” refers to
keeping dollars in the area.
Page said the purpose of the
directory is to make it easy for
residents, newcomers and visitors
to find out what is available locally.
The directory will be a searchable

database and will be maintained, she
said. It will also be printable.
Page added that the Nakusp
and Area Development Board is
looking into a Business Retention and
Expansion survey to help determine
what local businesses need. She said
another idea is to survey part-time
residents to find out what it would
take for them to move here.
Tourism marketing - “Tourism
marketing was identified over
and over again as a priority,” said
Page. “Creating a single marketing
organization is the next step.”
The small group working on
this project idea came up with
several suggestions: shoot videos
of snowmobile and ATV trips in the
area and post them on YouTube; try
to keep the groups who already come
regularly, i.e. the BeeCee Beemers,
in the area for another day; clean
up local websites so they are user
friendly; ask a student to come and
do a thesis project on tourism in the
Arrow Lakes; support the expansion
of the ski shill; coordinate wellness
businesses; support BACA (Beaton
Arm Crossing Association, which is
working on a fixed link to replace the
ferry crossing to Revelstoke); ensure
that all hotels have information about
events, attractions and activities in
the area. They also suggested hiring
a marketing coordinator.
Outdoor recreation – The small
group agreed with the economic
development committee that a webbased inventory of outdoor recreation
related businesses, organizations and
opportunities is needed.
Wood waste – The group talked
about the need for a feasibility study
that would look at both wood waste
and value-added opportunities. They
suggested that NACFOR take the lead
on this project. “We really should be
looking at alternative energy sources
and it would be good to keep power
generation local,” said one person in
this group, who also pointed out that

land use and zoning will need to be
considered.
Agriculture – This group reported
that an agriculture organization has
been established and is in the process
of becoming a non-profit society.
Suggestions from this group were for
Nakusp to ban pesticides and GMO
foods. “This would say something
about the community and could be
part of our branding,” said a member
of this group.
Although the mood of this
meeting was generally optimistic,
one man said: “We’ve heard these
same ideas for 30 years but nothing
happens. You need insfrastructure.
You need a lake, an airport. Support
BACA or nothing will change.
Transportation is huge.”
Indeed, transportation was
identified as a major issue during the
public sessions last year. Page said
Cumming advised the committee to
“write off” trying to attract investors
or new business because of the
transportation issue.
Page also presented an economic
vision for the Arrow Lakes in 2025,
developed by NADB and based on
the economic summit sessions. The
vision includes 300 more households,
year-round tourism, wellness
businesses centred around the hot
springs, more art galleries, thriving
local businesses, and agriculture as
part of the community’s culture of
self-reliance and a small part of its
export economy.
People at the meeting were in
general agreement with the vision, but
stressed the importance of attracting
families with children to keep the
schools open, and people who work
in health care to keep the hospital
open. Mayor Hamling agreed: “We
need 1,000-1,500 more people
of all ages in this area.” A youth
centre, apprenticeships for youth,
broadband, and connections with
other communities in the region were
also mentioned.

Economic development project ideas advanced at Nakusp public meeting
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BACA presents options for Arrow Lakes crossing
by Jan McMurray
The Beaton Arm Crossing
Association (BACA) business case
on a fixed link to replace the Galena/
Shelter ferry was presented to about
30 members of the public on February
16 at the Nakusp Seniors Hall. Earl
Frerichs and Gene Nagy made the
presentation.
The group made its case to
Ministry of Transportation and
Infrastructure officials on December
16, and is waiting to hear back. “We
suggested that they take a look at the
two lowest scoring options [7 and
8] and let us know if there are any
stumbling blocks,” said Frerichs.
Frerichs explained that the group
took all the options proposed for the
crossing over the years and compared
them in the business case. Each option
was evaluated for reliability, cost,
environmental friendliness, etc. and
each was given a score out of 90.
The first option, to continue the
ferry service as is, was given a score of
43 “because it doesn’t carry the traffic.
It bottlenecks there all summer,” said
Frerichs. He said the current ferry
operation at Galena/Shelter costs $168
million or $22 per vehicle per year, and
creates 2,228 tonnes of greenhouse
gases per year.
The second option, to replace the
current ferries with a larger ferry, was
given the lowest score of 40. Frerichs
said the new ferry will create 3,822
tonnes of greenhouse gases, and will
cost $247 million or $28 per vehicle
per year to operate, an increase of $6
per vehicle over the current ferries.
He said the new ferry will have a
capacity of 80 vehicles per load – the
two current ferries together can take
78 vehicles. Because the larger ferry
takes more vehicles, it will take longer
to load, so people just missing the ferry
will have a 90-minute wait.
Options 4 and 5, from the 2004
ND Lea report, are by far the most
expensive at $677 and $681 million,
involving suspension bridges at Albert
Point (option 4) or Storm Point (option
5).
Option 6, a bridge at or near
the existing Arrow Park ferry, is
a favourite with many locals, said
Frerichs, because it would eliminate
all three ferry crossings on the Arrow
Lakes. However, BACA is not keen
on this option because it would cut
off development to the north part of
the Arrow to Trout Lake. Another big
problem with this option is that log
towing occurs in the Arrow Park area.
To avoid impacting the log towing, a
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clear span bridge would be necessary,
driving up the cost significantly. The
estimated cost for this option in the
business case is $227 million, but a
clear span bridge at Arrow Park is
estimated at $600 million.
Option 7 would involve a new
road off Hill Creek Road that would
lead to a causeway/bridge across
Beaton Arm and carry on up the
east side of the Upper Arrow to the
Illicillawaet River, where there is an
existing bridge to Revelstoke. Frerichs
explained that the City of Revelstoke
plans to replace the Illicillawaet bridge
in efforts to have ski hill traffic bypass
the city. Unfortunately, the City of
Revelstoke does not support BACA’s
efforts at this point, and their support
is necessary for this option to succeed.
“Revelstoke doesn’t want to share the
money. They want it for Highway 1 or
their own bypass project,” explained
Frerichs. Option 7 is estimated to
cost $218 million, and it scores 72
because it has low environmental
impact, moves traffic well, and has a
reasonable price tag.
Option 8 is BACA’s preferred
option. It is the least expensive fixed
link option at $198 million and scores
71, almost the same as option 7.
Option 8 starts off with the same route
as option 7, over a causeway/bridge
across Beaton Arm, and up the east
side of the Upper Arrow, but only as
far as Sidmouth. At this point, another
causeway/bridge crosses the lake and
the old Sidmouth Road (upgrades
needed) carries on up the west side of
the lake to Revelstoke.
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Frerichs said they believe there is
an opportunity for power generation
at the Sidmouth crossing, and this
has piqued the ministry’s interest
because it opens the possibility of a
partnership. BC Hydro and Columbia
Power Corporation representatives
have seen the BACA presentation.
“We figure we can get an IPP to come
in,” said Frerichs. The idea would be
to get the power company to pay for
the $16 million causeway/bridge at
Sidmouth.
Travel time from Nakusp to
Revelstoke with options 7 or 8 would
be about one hour and ten minutes.
M P D a v i d Wi l k s i s v e r y
enthusiastic and especially likes option
8, reported Frerichs. Wilks is working
with BACA to get the right federal
officials on board and has indicated
that the federal government could
provide 50 percent of the funding for
the project.
Frerichs said Celgar is supportive
of the project because the company
wants to put barges on the lake at
Shelter Bay. The barges would be
used to transport wood chips to the
Celgar mill, eliminating chip trucks
from Highway 6 in both the Arrow
and Slocan Valleys.
Frerichs said there is support for
the north-south corridor in Castlegar,
and although the corridor would

provide the link, it would be the “last
ditch for us,” he said. “Corridors don’t
do much for you except put lots of
trucks through.”
He said he would rather have the
north-south corridor on the west side
of the lake. “I don’t want a four-lane
road through Nakusp, and I don’t
think Burton and Fauquier want that,
either,” he said.
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For more information, visit www.
arrowbaca.ca.
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THANK YOU
Harbour Cruises Ltd. and Western Pacific Marine Ltd.
would like to thank all of our neighbours for their patience
during construction, and the individuals and contractors
for their hard work in the completion of the “Marine
Building” at #89 5th Ave. SW in Nakusp – all units are now
ready for rental.
Special thanks to Ken Nishida Construction, Dave’s
Plumbing Ltd. and Hanson Electrical Ltd. for their
services during the process.
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Exhaust
questions

How come the exhaust pipes of
many trucks in the back is pointing to
the right, to the pedestrian side of the
road? Is there a good reason for it?
Do we want to get rid of pedestrians
altogether? Why not direct the fumes
to the middle of the road, where they
don’t hit the people directly?
At ferry landings as well as on the
ferries themselves, there are signs now,
proclaiming that BC is free of idle
exhaust. Are RCMP vehicles exempt
from that rule? Last Thursday, not a
very cold day, an RCMP panel truck
was idling for the whole crossing
on the Fauquier-Needles ferry. In
contrast, a logging truck behind us shut
his engine right off, despite that for
technical reasons, a big diesel engine
would be better kept running.
Just asking.
Richard Eichenauer
Fauquier

Fresh organic food
in New Denver?

After Ann Bunka closed her natural
foods store in fall of 2011, we were
asking ourselves three questions. First:
Must we go to Nelson to get what we
need and like? Second: Will the new
New Market Foods grocery store offer
what we like? Third: Who will bring
organic food close to us?
There was a sign in front of Mark
Adams’ office announcing an organic
food store coming soon. We were
skeptical. Now, we’d like to say that
we’re so very happy to go to Rutabaga’s
to buy fresh organic food. The food
is always fresh and is good value.
Many products are from local farms.
And Susan, Mark and Seth are so
professional, helpful and friendly.
Organic ice cream is Walter’s
favourite and he cannot get enough of
it! Thanks to Rutabaga’s for being so
close by!
Inge and Walter Autschbach
New Denver
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Open letter
to Vic Toews,
federal public
safety minister

Your boss is a sick man. I realize
you don’t utter a single syllable
without Steve’s prior approval, but
going along with this perverse and
immoral policy will see you wrapped
in the same bloody cloth. I refer to
the following.
From Canadian Press on Feb
7, 20l2 - Vic Toews says Harper
government will “...require CSIS to
share the most complete information
available at the time with relevant
authorities, including information
based on intelligence provided by
foreign agencies that may have been
derived from the use of torture or
mistreatment.”
This is completely outrageous
and wrong!
Be careful of your future; you
won’t be in government forever. You
may want to try to lead a normal life
after the CPC is demolished in the
next election. With this on your CV,
you and your family will have to lay
low to avoid arrest for encouraging
human rights violations.
Bill Wells
Kaslo

Open letter to
Kaslo council
re: Ring Road

I have been following the letters
to the Valley Voice opposing Kaslo
council’s proposed traffic changes
with a great deal of interest.
As a user of Vimy Park, I have
to say that generally there is not a
major volume of traffic which travels
to or through the park except during
the warm season. Having said that,
throughout the year families drive
to the park to use park facilities
and to access the playschool. The
road is also used by folks and their
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pets to provide direct access to
the beach and walking trail when
they come into the area by car. The
skateboard park is also accessible
by road, as is the campground and
logger sports site. As far as I can see
all of the above access will remain
should Kaslo council proceed with
its proposal.
What will change with this
proposal is that folks will be able
to drive to the park and waterfront
instead of through them. I believe
this will make the whole area safer,
and will cut down on the dust kicked
up during the dry season, thus
making it a more pleasant place to
visit.
I want to thank council for
providing the community with this
forward-thinking initiative.
Rick Korens
Kaslo

Theft of our
common wealth

Theft of our common wealth is
theft from the commons of future
generations. That wealth is our
common survival currency of clean
air, soil and water, minerals, and an
environment for healthy minds and
bodies.
Oil is part of that common
wealth, as are lands above and
below. Taxpayers provide lakes full

of water for ‘fracking’ subterranean
areas to extract oil and gas – the
water is mixed with chemicals
and then pollutes the underground
aquifers, making the water over
huge areas unusable in the future by
humans and other animals.
‘Public relations’ exercises
by the industry, with government
participation, tell great stories of
how the caribou can be saved by
killing all the wolves. No mention
of the depleted and reduced range of
the caribou is made in industry plans
to pillage our environment and rob
the future generations. Nice fuzzy
animal stories abound to cover the
unethical!
The selfish, ignorant and
unprincipled government has
enabled corporate theft of our
common wealth, and it must
stop. Both federal and provincial
governments are guilty, including
Christy Clarke, who promised
to protect water and families – I
guess she just means the current
generation.
The only hope I see for the future
of all of us, and our commons, is
for all parents and grandparents to
exercise their powers to ensure that
everyone eligible in their family
votes in the next election!
Eric Faulks
Hills

Clarification on
radiofrequency
radiation

At the risk of appearing pedantic,
it’s important to respond to Ms.
Fields’ letter of February 8 and
correct some serious inaccuracies.
According to the International
Agency for Research on
Cancer (IARC), radiofrequency
electromagnetic fields are
currently classified as 2B (possibly
carcinogenic), although this
classification is still listed as being
‘in preparation.’ One problem
with such a classification is that
many things could be ‘possibly
carcinogenic.’ This is not the same
thing as proving they are.
What’s essential to know here is
this IS NOT in the same classification
as some other items mentioned by Ms.
Fields. Tobacco and asbestos are both
listed as category 1 (carcinogenic to
humans). Lead is classified as 2B
but the real lead worries, inorganic
lead compounds, are listed as 2A
(probable carcinogens). I don’t want
to cause you coffee drinkers undue
reason to worry, but your beverage
of choice is listed as 2B for urinary
bladder cancer. UV radiation is
classified as Category 1, as you
continued on page 5
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continued from page 4
would expect. The IARC’s extensive
list does make for some interesting,
if occasionally incomprehensible,
reading, but if you’re prepared to
saturate yourselves with coffee, you
probably don’t need to worry too
much about radio waves either.
The current ‘debate’ is missing
several important points so far. I
offer the following article from
The Economist for some further
information: http://www.economist.
com/node/21527022.
We all need to have reasonable
concerns about a healthy
environment, but inaccuracies and
pseudo-science do not promote a
sensible discussion.
Dave McCormick
Kaslo

Smart meters
and smart grid
seem beneficial

Currently, I am reading The
Leap, a book by Chris Turner,
a Canadian, about ‘the leap’ to
energy efficiency. He says: “Often
referred to as ‘the energy internet’
the smart grid has emerged as
the most promising application
of digital communications since
the internet...the smart grid is
not so much a technology as the
integration of several new ones
from formerly disparate fields...
the smart grid combines renewable
power generation; two way energy
flows; hyper-efficient energy design;
instantaneous communications and
distributed power generation into
an entirely new way of making and
using energy.”
Wonderful news this – now
individual homes and businesses
can contribute to the electrical
grid and make a profit from their
solar, wind turbine, and pelton
wheel installations, as the Danes
and the Germans are already doing
with great success. “Smart meter
installation is the smart grid’s prepstage...devices that can measure
power flowing into and out of a
building, enabling distributed, smallscale electrical generation of the sort
being done by hundreds of thousands
of German homeowners.”
This technology encourages
the common use of electrical cars
and using the EV cars’ batteries as
electrical two-way storage units and
being able to use electricity when it
is at the cheapest price for household
management. This is the way to
become free from dependence on
fossil fuel and its devastating effect
on our environment and society.
As the installation of smart
meters is soon to be thrust upon us,
I have two questions to ask. First,
are the smart meters being installed
in North America the same smart
meters that have been installed
in Denmark and Germany? And
second, do the Danes and German
citizens suffer health problems from
their household smart meters?

I feel adapting to and adopting
sustainable and resilient renewable
energy systems is what is going to
give our children a healthy future,
so I don’t want to turn my back
on such a system. I would like to
know the answers to my questions.
I would also like to know that we
householders are going to be able
to connect to the grid, as my solarpowered neighbours produce three
times the amount of electricity that
they need with their solar system,
and my household is investing in
solar energy this spring.
Is anybody out there able to
answer my questions?
Susan Eyre
Yahk

Fight online
surveillance

On Valentine’s Day, the Harper
government introduced its worst
legislation yet.
This is Bill C-30, the Online
Surveillance Bill, which came
with its own tag, courtesy of Vic
Toews, Minister of Public Safety:
“You’re either with us or with the
child pornographers.” Oh, really.
However, this bill is nothing to
laugh about.
It mandates ISPs (Internet
Service Providers) to turn over to the
police all the personal information
about subscribers, including their IP
numbers (the unique identifier for
their internet access). As it is now,
ISPs may cooperate voluntarily
with the police in the case of child
pornography, and have. There is
no account on record of a criminal
investigation being thwarted by
a recalcitrant ISP. In fact, there is
actually no reason for this bill at
all. It’s a solution in search of a
problem. Since no mention of child
pornography is made in the bill,
permit me to suppose that it actually
has a very different purpose.
ISPs will be required to purchase
expensive surveillance technology
to be able to track the emails,
transmissions, and activities of all
its subscribers. This expense will
most likely put small ISPs (like the
ones that serve the Kootenays) out
of business. This is covered under
section 33. This section also allows
the government to hire ‘inspectors’
to inspect all the ISPs for compliance
with this bill.
Section 34 tells us more.
These inspectors (appointed by
the minister) can enter any ISP
(either in person, or more likely,
remotely) and look for anything. This
is an enormous fishing expedition by
anonymous inspectors somewhere
with no oversight or limits on what
they can do.
This bill represents the ultimate
invasion of privacy possible since
so many of us use the internet
for … what? Child pornography?
Communicating with our terrorist
buddies? Plotting Harper’s downfall?
Well, probably not. But how about
shopping? Downloading copyrighted

material? Small businesses who have
been beneath the radar until now?
An interesting fact about these
sections is that there was similar
language in Bill C-51 concerning
appointed inspectors who could enter
anywhere, examine anything, and
seize anything without a warrant.
Bill C-51 had to do with natural
health products, but the police state
mentality is the same.
Once this kind of system is set
up, the information can be mined
and sold. And it can be accessed from
anywhere in the world. This kind of
surveillance state is the bright future
Harper’s government has planned for
us, where we have no privacy at all,
and may at any time receive a letter
or a visit from the government about
our ‘crimes.’ Real internet criminals
will have the expertise to circumvent
these surveillance measures. And the
people who run the ISPs won’t be
able to tell the difference between
hackers after personal information
and government snoops.
I’m going to fight this bill,
and I’m urging all of you to do
what you can to prevent this from
being passed. Check this out online:
it’s Canadian Bill C-30, variously
called ‘The Protecting Children
from Internet Predators Act’ or ‘The
Warrentless Online Spying Act.’
Openmedia.ca is fighting this bill
and is a good place to start.
Harvey Armstrong
Kaslo

Stopping smart
meters

Stopping smart meters is time
sensitive. FortisBC’s intention is to
apply to the BC Utilities Commission
(BCUC), the regulatory office for
BC utility companies, for approval to
install smart meters during the third
quarter of this year. (BC Hydro got a
political ‘just do it’ and did not have
to go through the normal procedures,
shamefully.)
What you have learned about the
damage to health with regard to cell
phones, Wi-Fi, dirty electricity, and
electrosmog in general is all part of
this need to stop smart meters from
coming here now, if we are to do the
right thing for our health and the health
of our children.
In a city, population is dense
and cell phone signals are broadcast
ubiquitously and strongly – the cell
phone shows many ‘bars’ usually. In
rural areas like ours with mountains
and sparse population, the signal is
usually weak (only one cell phone bar,
for example). The studies coming out
now show that these predominantly
weak signals cause 56 percent more
brain tumours. If you’re sensitive, you
can feel the difference between a cell
phone that is fully charged with all bars,
and one that is having to struggle for the
signal – you get a bigger headache and
I guess, a brain tumour faster.
For us to have proper cell service
here, costly towers would have to be
installed every two kilometres or so
and the signal within the AMI ‘smart’
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meters would go from house to house,
with one house being a hub and getting
even higher radiation, which you won’t
know about.
The frequency, as is used in all such
wireless devices, would be a minimum
of 2.4 gigahertz. This means at least
2.4 billion hertz per second coming at
us all day, all night. Our human bodies
and the electrical body of all of earth
operate at 7.8 hertz per second. This
staggering difference is a dissonance
that causes symptomatic dysfunction
(immediate headache, irritability,
fuzzy thinking) in sensitive people and
invisible but potentially just as deadly
dysfunction in all of us, sensitive or not.
What to do?
Find out more by downloading
the podcasts of the Kootenay Co-op
Radio show ‘Eco-centric’ of Tuesday,
February 21 with MP Alex Atamanenko
speaking on the privacy issue and of
January 31, featuring the exorbitant
potential cost in dollars and health.
Email or write your complaints/
concerns to: commissionsecretary@
bcuc.ca or BC Utilities Commission,
Box 250, 900 Howe St., Vancouver, BC
V6Z 2N3 (put ‘letter of comment’ on
the envelope). Be sure to send a copy
to FortisBC: SBCami@fortisBC.com.

Are you a household in the Fortis
area with a new service coming in?
Be sure to tell them you will not want
wireless but wired and an analog
meter, the normal ones that are in use
everywhere here. This type we have
now lasts longer than the digital ones,
and does not produce dirty electricity.
Attend the rally outside the Fortis
office in Trail February 29, 11 am - 1
pm. This is the provincial ‘bullying
awareness day.’ We want to make it
clear to Fortis that we don’t want smart
meters forced upon us with bullying
tactics.
Sadly, if you go searching the
internet recently, as the debate thickens,
there has been an up-swelling of
outright lies and sometimes hardly
intelligible pro-cell-phone-industry
diatribe. Use your common sense and
intuition, or go straight to the sources.
Keep Telus from ripping out our
pay phones!
Find out what you can from folks
back east or at the coast who have
had them installed already. Better safe
than sorry.
As Bob Dylan said: “What good
am I, if I know and don’t do?”
Daphne Fields
Slocan

SPRING? WINTER SALE
SPRING? WINTER SALE
SPRING? WINTER SALE
SKYLIGHT SPECIAL
COLUMBIA 2’ X 4’ FLAT GLASS LOW E/ARGON
Reg. $182.00 SALE $136.50
COLUMBIA 2’ X 4’ FLAT GLASS CLEAR DOUBLE
Reg. $159.95 SUPER SALE $99.00
FLOORING SPECIALS
OAK HARDWOOD 3 ¼” X ¾” “T&G” SOLID
“BUTTERSCOTCH
Reg. $4.99/SQ FT SUPER SALE $3.59/ SQ FT
ALL ENTRANCE MATS 25% OFF

VINYL SLUSH/RUBBER PIN/RUBBER HEXAGON/
NATURAL SEAGRASS/BROADLOAM MATS

AREA RUGS 6’ X 9’ BROADLOAM
VARIOUS STYLES/COLOURS
Reg. $99.99 SALE $77.99 EACH
MISC. SPECIALS
BLACK & DECKER ¼ SHEET PALM SANDER
Reg. $29.99 SALE $19.95
PORCELAIN WHITE BATH(LAV) SINK 4” CENTERS
Reg. $34.99 SALE $19.99

SEEDS AND SOILS HAVE ARRIVED FOR
EARLY PLANTING

SILVERTON BUILDING SUPPLIES
216 LAKE AVE. SILVERTON
PHONE: 358-2293
TOLL-FREE: 1-800-332-0588
sbs@silvertonbuilding.ca
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Walter Posnikoff retires as superintendent of School District 10 Arrow Lakes

by Jan McMurray
Walter Posnikoff has retired
from his position as superintendent/
secretary-treasurer of School District
10 Arrow Lakes as of January 31.
“I have mixed feelings about
retiring – I believe it’s time for me
to move on and do other things with
my life, and at the same time I feel
I’ll miss a lot of what’s going on
here,” he said.
Posnikoff has worked in the
district for 33 years, since 1979, first
as teacher at Nakusp Elementary,
and then on to head teacher of the
southern zone, principal of the
southern zone schools, principal
A Public Forum to Provide
Information to Individuals,
Families, Friends &
Community Members...

CHOICES & SOLUTIONS
BEYOND ADDICTION
As well, don’t miss
FREEDOM QUEST
Presents: A Parkour
Demonstration by the team
leaders of PK Nakusp
• Province-wide Information
& Assistance

SUNDAY FEB. 26
1 - 3 pm
BOSUN HALL
New Denver
Tea, Coffee, Juice and Snacks Provided

The Corporation of the
Village of Slocan
PO Box 50, 503 Slocan Street,
Slocan BC, V0G 2C0
Phone: 250.355.2277
Fax: 250.355.2666
Email: info@villageofslocan.ca

RFP 2012
Springer Creek RV Park and
Campground Operator
The Village of Slocan invites
proposals for:
Operator for the Springer Creek
RV Park and Campground
Details of the Operator position
can be found in the Request for
Proposal which is available on the
Village of Slocan website, www.
slocancity.com and at the Village
Office – 503 Slocan Street.
Proposals will be accepted no later
than 4:00 p.m. on March 29, 2012.
Proposals may be faxed, mailed
or e-mailed.

of Nakusp Elementary, and acting
superintendent before becoming
superintendent/secretary-treasurer
in 2001.
“I’m very proud of the working
philosophy we’ve been able to
implement here – what is the best
for our children? Using that as our
guiding light, we have provided
support for our teachers, principals,
staff and students to excel,” he said.
“The boards, past and present, have
made some great decisions over
the years to help this community. I
think we have the confidence of the
parents and community members
to help educate the citizens of our
community.”
H o w e v e r, P o s n i k o ff s a i d
declining enrolment has been and will
continue to be a challenge. Enrolment
in the district was 1,100 when he first
started and is down to a projected 497
for the 2012/13 school year.

“Declining enrolment brings
challenges in delivering high school
programs and teaching multi-graded
classrooms – but they are not
insurmountable,” he said. “We’ve
been doing a great job in this district,
and using new technologies – moving
some of the educational delivery
model through the internet, for
example – is a way we can grow.”
The other ongoing challenge is
balancing the budget, said Posnikoff.
“As long as the government continues
to recognize that rural education
delivery is more costly, it will be
fair.”
Posnikoff added that he is
hopeful the relationship between
government and the teachers’ union
works better in future, as well. “An
awful lot of positive energy is lost
when these thing happen. It does
create tensions.”
Interviews for the new

superintendent/secretary-treasurer
are taking place March 1 and 2.
Posnikoff says he has offered to help
during the transition period, so he
will do so if the board asks.
“I don’t have any concrete plans
for my retirement, but I won’t be
leaving the area – I love this area.
I will do a bit more reading, and

more outdoor recreation, and a bit
of travel.”
Posnikoff concluded by thanking
the communities of Arrow and
Slocan Lakes for all the support
they’ve given him. “There are a
tremendous number of people in the
area who have supported me, and I
thank them,” he said.

submitted
Disputed oil pipelines, the Occupy
movement, threats to Canada’s pension
system – in a time of expanding public
attention to social issues, a writers’ retreat
in New Denver May 11-13 will consider
writing that focuses on social justice.
The Convergence Writers’ Retreat
will offer three talks/discussions on
aspects of social change writing, three
writing workshops on a variety of
themes, and on Sunday, May 13, an
afternoon public reading and musical
performance. The retreat will happen
at New Denver’s Heart’s Rest Retreat
Centre.
Registration for the retreat is
now open. The cost is $236, which
includes meals throughout the event.
Five scholarships are available for
attendees between 18 and 30. The
first ten registrants will receive a
$15 gift certificate from Winlaw’s
Jennie’s Book Garden. Registration,
scholarship application, accommodation
information and directions to Heart’s
Rest are available at www.heartsrest.
com/convergence/convergence-writersretreat. “Every social movement needs
writers to articulate its ideas, whether

through songs, poems, stories or other
means of conveying the message,” said
New Denver writer and journalist Art
Joyce, a member of the Convergence
Writers’ Retreat organizing committee.
Joyce will speak and lead a
discussion ‘From Rant to Slant: the
Political in Poetry.’ Other speakers/
discussion leaders at the retreat are
Heart’s Rest co-founder, Therese
DesCamp, whose subject is ‘The Mind’s
Alchemy: Understanding Metaphor,’ and
Heart’s Rest other co-founder, George
Meier, who with DesCamp will offer
‘What Sustains Us: The Work of the
Heart’ on techniques for overcoming
despair in the long struggle for beneficial
social change.
On the Saturday and Sunday
mornings, retreat participants can
attend a workshop where their own
writing will be the subject of attention.
Workshop facilitators are Nelson editor
and educator Verna Relkoff, who will
consider audience in writing; New
Denver writer and visual artist Judy
Wapp, who will zero in on the rant as
an effective literary form; and Winlaw
author and educator Tom Wayman, who
will look at the use of humour in social

change writing.
T h e C o n v e rg e n c e R e t r e a t
coffeehouse will be open to the public
on Sunday at 2 pm and will showcase
local singer-songwriter Dominique

Fraissard, as well as readings by retreat
participants. The Convergence Writers’
Retreat has received support from the
Columbia Basin Trust and Heart’s Rest
Retreat Centre.

by Dan Nicholson
• Art Joyce attended council as
a delegation in order to promote
his idea of an energy-independent
village. Using biofuels and wood
waste, Joyce believes that the village
can generate heat to power a number
of applications. He spoke of a project
in Revelstoke that used wood waste
from a nearby mill to generate steam
for the mill and hot water for a
number of municipal and institutional
buildings. Joyce’s proposals were
referred to the Carbon-Neutral
Committee for further investigation.
• Councillor Nadine Raynolds
reported on the Council Café, held
February 11 at the Apple Tree. 14
villagers showed up to discuss a wide
variety of issues – everything from
the new boat station, to the lack of
a village website, to problems with
clearing village sidewalks in the
winter. A few residents wanted to
talk about bears and another wanted
to address the lack of a footbridge
over carpenter creek.
• Mayor Ann Bunka reported
that the new Youth Centre is coming
together, with a mixed board of
students and adults. The centre will
be located next to Rory’s on Main, in
downtown New Denver.
• Councillor Henning von Krogh
reported on a meeting with public
works. Village staff has been directed

to begin mapping fruit trees on village
property, with a view to mitigating
their influence as attractants for bears.
von Krogh reported that work needs
to be done at the boat launch, in
particular, the wharf needs attention.
He also reported that the boathouse
in Bigelow Bay has collapsed under
snow, and needs to be torn down and
hauled away.
• John Fraser’s request to improve
street lighting and signage downtown
was referred to the Chamber of
Commerce. According to Mayor
Bunka, council has looked at similar
proposals in the past, but has always
found them to be prohibitively
expensive.
• Council will advertise for a
community representative to sit
on the Economic Development
Committee.
• Noting that most councillors
would be in conflict-of-interest
in adjudicating the Community
Initiative grants from Columbia Basin
Trust, it was decided to advertise for
community members to sit on a Local
Selection Committee.
• A request from Rory Pownall
to be able to pay village bills online
was referred to staff to investigate.
• Councillor Henning von Krogh
was appointed as village liaison
to the Slocan Lake Stewardship
Society.

Walter Posnikoff has retired from his position as superintendent/secretary-treasurer of School District
10 Arrow Lakes. He held the position for over 10 years, and has been with the district for 33 years.
Many thanks to Walter for his dedication to education in the Arrow/Slocan Lakes over the last 33 years!

New Denver writers’ retreat will focus on social justice

New Denver council, February 14: Energy Independence

Village of
New Denver

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Village of New Denver is seeking local residents to sit on
the Village of New Denver’s Local Selection Committee for
the CBT Community Initiatives funding program. Interested
individuals should contact the Village Office at 250-358-2316 or
office@newdenver.ca for more information. The deadline for
expressions of interest is 4 p.m. on Thursday, March 8, 2012.

KASLO & DISTRICT

February 22, 2012 The Valley Voice

Kaslo council, February 14: Website to attract vintage motorcycle groups supported
by Jan McMurray
• Pat Mackle attended as a delegation
to ask for council support for his project
to develop a website that would attract
vintage motorcycle clubs to the Kaslo
area. He told council that the Antique
Motorcycle Club of North America was
coming to Kaslo in July, and he would
like to encourage more of this through
the website. “The rationale behind this is
that Kaslo is a scenic area and the roads
here have low traffic volumes so they
are suitable for vintage bikes as they are
ridden for pleasure,” states Mackle in a
letter to council. Mackle said he would
be working with a registered society to
apply for funding for the project. He
assured council that the website would
include links to other existing websites,
and that council will be able to look
at the site before it goes live. Council
passed a resolution of support.
• According to minutes of the
January 25 Sustainable Economic
Development Select Committee
meeting, the Chamber has applied
for a $10,000 grant from Columbia
Basin Trust for economic development
initiatives. Mayor Lay reported that
the committee and the Chamber are
planning an economic development
summit.
• Council decided to support the
Kaslo Golf Club’s application for a
liquor licence that allows entertainment,
subject to the following limitations:
that there be no more than four events
monthly, that entertainment occur at
private events only, and that the Noise
Abatement Bylaw be respected.

• Council rescinded Councillor
Lang’s appointment to the Kaslo and
Area Regional Facilities Recreation
and Parks Commission and reappointed Susan Mulkey instead. This
was prompted by a letter from Dawn
Lang, chair of the commission, praising
Mulkey’s work as the commission’s
secretary and asking council to reappoint her. CAO Rae Sawyer explained
that Mulkey was not originally reappointed because the bylaw states that
although members may be re-appointed
for additional term(s), the board will try
“to strike a balance between ensuring
a rotating membership and ensuring
continuity in the overall membership
of the commission.” Mulkey was first
appointed to the commission in 2006.
• A letter from Honora Cooper,
president of the hospital auxiliary, asks
that the lease on the old firehall building
for the thrift store be renewed for five
years, and that the Village consider
budgeting for brick work on the building
in 2012.
CAO Sawyer reported that the lease
is a renewable three-year lease, expiring
in 2013. Council referred the lease to the
Municipal Services Committee.
Councillor Leathwood said she
believes the same request for brick
work came before council last year,
and council determined that this was
the auxiliary’s responsibility as per the
terms of the lease. Councillor Holland
questioned this, and pointed out that
the Village would hold the liability on
the building. Council decided to ask
the public works foreman to report on

this at the next Development Services
Committee meeting.
• Council decided to take BC Transit
up on the offer to have Senior Regional
Transit Manager Kevin Schubert make a
presentation to council. Mayor Lay said
the RDCK and BC Transit are discussing
the amalgamation of all six bus services
in this region to gain efficiencies.
• Council will post a notice on the
bulletin board and on the website asking
for public comments on the proposed
closure of Front Street for Sufferfest
in the fall.
• Council will apply for a grant from
the RDCK Community Development
Fund in the amount of $23,000 for
campground washroom improvements,
and for a $20,000 provincial planning
grant for Land Use bylaw amendments.
• Airport leases will be amended to
exclude residency in hangar buildings.
• Bernie Penner will be asked to

provide an update on his Kaslo Bay
development project to the Development
Services Committee.
• Minutes of a Specified Sewer Area
Finances Review Committee meeting
held January 31 state that “the worst
case scenario estimate of the shortfall in
the commuted fund is calculated to be
$43,013.46 with the shortfall becoming
an issue in 2017.” The minutes also state
that in 2018, refinancing will be required,
and a payout option of $137,619 will be
available.
• The Kaslo & District Community
Forest Society report from Erika Bird,
Village representative on the board, states
that the community dividend amounts to
$14,598.90 and the amount going to
the new legacy fund is $7,299.45. The
AGM has been set for April 25. John
Addison is the KDCFS representative on
the Sustainable Economic Development
Select Committee of council.

submitted
The Kaslo Concert Society is
pleased to present pianist Beatriz
Boizán in recital on Friday, March 16
at St. Andrew’s United Church in Kaslo
at 7:30 pm.
Boizán was born in Cuba and
graduated from the National School
of Music in Havana. She came to
Canada in 1995 for further training at
the University of British Columbia and
the University of Alberta.
Boizán is considered “one of the
brightest new lights in the classical
world” (The Vancouver Sun). She is

admired for her vibrant personality,
unique musicianship and ability to
deliver breathtaking performances.
Her Kaslo recital includes music
by Chopin, Liszt, Lecuona, Albeniz,
Scarlatti, and Ponce. Boizán is
graciously filling in for Winston Choi,
whose wife, violinist MingHuan Xu, is
expecting twins in mid March.
Tickets are available at Figments
in Kaslo or at the door. Schoolage children admitted free when
accompanied by an adult patron. For
more information, call 353-7539 or
366-4623.

Kaslo Concert Society presents pianist Beatriz Boizán
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• MP Alex Atamanenko’s legislative
assistant informed council that decisions
on the Parks Canada grant application for
the City Hall building will be known by
the end of March.
• During public time, Janice Sinclair
said she was very disappointed to
find the door of the Kemball building
locked when she and other members
of the public arrived to attend the
council meeting. The public was not
let in until about 7:20 pm, after council
had dealt with the agenda item Sinclair
was interested in. Council apologized
and explained that the door must have
been locked by someone leaving the
building after they had arrived. Mayor
Lay promised that the door would be
checked in future.

Real Estate in Kaslo and
North Kootenay Lake
www.century21kaslo.com
kul@century21kaslo.com
250-505-4722
Century21 Mountainview Realty Ltd.

Open Daily
6:30 am to
8:00 pm
– Licensed –

Located at the Heart of
Front Street • 353-2955
“Best Eggs Benedict Ever”
“Mexican, Salads,
Dinners, Wraps & Stir-Fry

8

COMMUNITY

City trip planned for Lucerne Grade 5/6/7 students
take a look at Beacon Hill Park. They
will have an opportunity to compare the
fresh water of Slocan Lake to the ocean
environment.
A ferry ride will take the group
to Vancouver, where they will visit
Science World, UBC Museum
of Anthropology and Grandview
Elementary UUqinak’uuh, a school that

New Denver Preschool thanks
Dick & Barb for organizing the
Annual Winter Blues Boogie.
It was a blast!

has recently been awarded the title of an
Earth School. Students will look at how
an inner city school maintains a school
garden and a community garden on their
school grounds. They will also learn how
this school maintains the focus of ‘Water’
for this whole school year.
Students will walk or use public
transportation to get around while
discovering the two cities. Learning to
manage the skytrain and public buses
will be a new experience.

Raising the funds for a trip of this
magnitude takes a lot of work and
community support. In addition to
some school funds and some grants, the
students have many activities planned.
The class will be having a spaghetti
dinner on February 29 at the Bosun
Hall. A theatre production of the play
‘Law and Order’ will be performed at
the Silverton Gallery on March 8 and 9.
They plan a bottle drive on April 1 and
hope to have a raffle for a canoe to be

drawn on May Days.
Many of the students in this group
have canoed the distance of Slocan
Lake twice, hiked our local trails and
explored our mountain bike trails. When
they began the year, the decision was to
visit the city. The group of 17 grades
5/6/7 students are very excited as they
look forward to this amazing trip. The
school, the students, and Katrina would
like to thank everyone for supporting
their events.

submitted by Marilyn Boxwell
Need help in completing and filing
your income tax return? If you have a
simple return and an annual net income
of $25,000 for a single person or $35,000
for a couple (plus $2,000 for each child
in the family), free and confidential
assistance may be available.
First launched by the federal
government in 1971, the Community
Volunteer Income Tax (CVITP)
movement continues to attract volunteers
from every walk of life. It was in
2003 that the Nakusp area CVITP was
established. For the first few years, a
small number of local citizens made the
annual mid-winter trek to Revelstoke
to undertake the mandatory training
program. Now, Canada Revenue
Agency sends a trainer to Nakusp in
February of each year to deliver the
training workshop and provide updated
information. Over 100 tax packages –
an impressive number considering our
small regional population – are prepared
annually by the CVITP local team. The
service is available to individuals of any
age, but does not handle complex returns,
business returns or those involving estate

matters.
On numerous occasions, the CVITP
volunteers have gone to great lengths to
help an applicant. Sometimes this has
involved backtracking for several years
to secure the data needed. In some cases,
an overpayment has been identified and
reclaimed on behalf of the applicant, or a
missed benefit claim was found. Even if
a return has already been completed and
filed by the individual or a third party, if
an error is identified or was not claimed
at the time, it can usually be corrected,
as long as the return is filed before the

end of April deadline.
The coordinator of the Nakusp
CVITP, Marilyn Boxwell, is happy to
make referrals to the volunteer preparers
who serve the communities from New
Denver through to Edgewood. Return
packages can be left for pick-up and
processing each Wednesday at the
Nakusp Seniors’ Hall from 10-11 am.
Alternatively, arrangements can be
made directly with the volunteer of
your choice.
For more information, call Marilyn
at 265-0075.

Community volunteer income tax preparers are here to help

Photo credit: Milton Parent

submitted by Katrina Sumrall
Lucerne Grade 5/6/7 students are
planning a visit to the city April 25 to
May 1.
The adventure will take the students
first to Victoria, where they will
experience government in action. They
will attend a session at the legislative
buildings, tour the Royal Museum, and
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CVITP participants in the annual Canada Revenue training program on February 9 in Nakusp: Heather Davidson,
Doug Sweitzer, Ray Blanchette, Mike Thomson (Canada Revenue trainer), Dianne Zeuch, Debbie Bleakney.

Slocan Valley Rec hosts Seedy Sunday, March 4
submitted
Spring is around the corner. What
will you plant in your garden this year?
There’s something for everyone at the
annual Slocan Valley Seed Exchange
Day.
P.A.L.S.
Hosted by Slocan Valley Recreation,
this event will take place on Sunday,
March 4 from 1 to 4 pm at the Slocan
Park Hall. Whether you’ve got a list of

varieties that you’re looking for or you’re
looking for inspiration and a taste of the
season ahead, you’re sure to enjoy this
community event.
Expect an array of organic and
untreated heirloom seed varieties, root
stock and cuttings which have a history
of success in this area. The event is a
long-standing tradition in the area, so
vendors tend to come from throughout
the region. Additional information about
gardening, issues of food security and

PET OF THE WEEK

Meet Minny

small-scale food production will also
be available and welcome. Everyone
is welcome to buy, sell, trade or share.
Individuals and organizations requiring
a table are encouraged to contact Slocan
Valley Recreation as soon as possible to
reserve space.
Admission is by donation with a
portion of the proceeds going to the
Slocan Valley River Farmers Group.
For more information, call 226-0008 or
email slocanvalleyrec@rdck.bc.ca

Nakusp’s online directory data team launched

P.A.L.S. PET OF THE
WEEK
submitted

Meet Minny

Residents of Nakusp and Area K
will notice three familiar faces around
town. When Ross Case, Elaine Lindsay,
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or Karen Marshall walk into your
business or approach you on the street,
pay attention – they are giving away a
good idea.
A Nakusp and Arrow Lakes online
directory is one of the strategies adopted
by Nakusp and Area Development
Board to support local businesses
and activities. The directory will list
businesses and organizations (nonprofits) in a searchable and categorized
fashion on the internet. The intent is to
make it easy for people to find the goods
and services they are looking for, right
here in our area. The directory will also
be made available in a printed format.
Free listings are offered for the first
year to get the project off the gound. At
renewal, there will be opportunities for
advertising or paid listings to pay for
ongoing costs.
To get your free listing, email the
data team at biznakusp@gmail.com, or
call them at 250-265-3674 ext 220.

NAKUSP & THE ARROW LAKES
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Nakusp council, February 13: Use of old firehall building discussed
by Jan McMurray
• Council decided to call for
Expressions of Interest from groups
wishing to use the old firehall
building.
This decision was made after a lot
of discussion, and after CAO Linda
Tynan assured council members
that they would not be obligated to
accept any EOI. “We could make it
clear that we are exploring the idea
only,” she said.
Councillor Duchaine brought
the item forward. Although Tynan
reported that she has received many
phone calls from parties interested
in using the building, council
identified two roadblocks. First, the
fire chief has advised Village staff
that the building would not pass a fire
inspection for any kind of occupancy.
There did not seem to be much
appetite around the council table for
the Village to pay for an assessment
or upgrades to the building. Tynan
said she would have the fire chief
compile a list of deficiencies so that
interested groups will be aware of the
necessary upgrades.
The second roadblock is that the
previous council decided to sell the
old fire hall building to cover the
cost overruns and debt incurred by
the construction of the emergency
services building. Mayor Hamling
also noted that more work is required
to finish the ESB. “It worries me not
to have a plan to sell the building – I
am really concerned about putting the
burden onto the taxpayer,” she said.
Tynan reported that the real estate
listing for the building has expired
and has not been renewed.
• Mayor Hamling reported that
there may be a public meeting
regarding the new ferry with Ministry
of Transportation and Infrastructure
officials on March 1. This is yet to
be confirmed.
• Councillor Hughes reported that
he took the feedback from council
on the hot springs rate increase to
the hot springs commission, and
the commission clarified that it
recommends removing the HST from
all prices, with the provision that
prices can be rounded up or down
slightly to eliminate pennies. The
commission is working with Village
staff on a report on this for council.
In January, there were 20 percent
more local customers at the hot
springs than in December.
• All banners will be removed
from light standards and hydro
poles around town. The public
works foreman noticed several
worn banners with outdated logos
while removing Christmas lights.
Mayor Hamling said the Downtown
Revitalization Committee would use
its 2011 budget of $5,000 to have the
banners replaced. Council will also
ask the Nakusp Roots Music Society
to remove music festival banners, as
there will not be a festival this year.
• Three readings were given to the
Traffic, Streets and Sidewalk Control
Bylaw Amendment, which removes
all information about outdoor cafes
on Village property (sidewalks).
Council plans to adopt a policy on
outdoor cafes instead, as policies are
much easier to amend than bylaws. A

draft policy on outdoor cafes will be
presented at an upcoming meeting.
• Councillor Duchaine reported
on Chamber and NADB activities.
The business directory project
is in full swing and the tourism
subcommittee of NADB is exploring
a Destination Marketing Organization
with Revelstoke. He also said the
Nakusp and Area Community Trails
Society maps would be printed soon.
• There is now a formal agreement
between the Village and the Nakusp
and Area Development Board. The
Village has provided NADB with
an annual budget of $6,000 plus
the use of meeting space and a
photocopier on an informal basis for
many years. At the request of NADB,
the arrangement has been formalized
in a simple written agreement.
• Staff will revise the campground
contract and bring it forward for
council approval. CAO Linda Tynan
explained that last year’s contractor
did not complete the season, so staff
operated the facility with the help
of summer students. At that time,
staff found the contract could be
improved. In the past, contractors
have been submitting a percentage of
campground revenue to the Village.
Tynan said this practice makes it
onerous for staff to make sure the
correct amount is being submitted.
“We want to write accountability into
the contract,” she said.
• Mayor Hamling reported that
she was in contact with Jennifer
Walker-Larsen of BC Hydro about
a meeting regarding the wharf that
was supposed to happen in January.

Walker-Larsen is being replaced by
Mary Anne Coules as the community
relations person for Nakusp. Both
Walker-Larsen and Coules will
attend the upcoming wharf meeting
(no date yet).
• Councillor Zeleznik reported
that NACFOR’s logging operation
in Slewiskin (MacDonald Creek)
began January 17, with Arrow Lakes

Logging doing the work. He said Ruth
Graham of Nakusp was the winner of
NACFOR’s trail naming contest, and
the new hiking trail in Wensley Creek
will be named Jackrabbit Interpretive
Forest Trail. The name comes from
the nickname of a pioneer of skiing in
North America – Herman Jackrabbit
Smith-Johannsen, who was born
in Norway in 1875 and died in

Canada in 1987 at the age of 111.
The nickname ‘Jackrabbit’ is said to
have been given to him by the Cree,
who were impressed by his speed on
skis compared to the snowshoes they
were using at the time.
• Council decided to hold seven
council meetings this year at the
emergency services building because
it is wheelchair accessible.

313 - 6th avenue • Nakusp, BC
(250) 265 4051
Nakusp, BC
250-265-3681
• LUMBER
• SIDING
• INSULATION
• ROOFING
• DRYWALL
• FLOORING
• HARDWARE
• GENERAL PAINT
• PLUMBING
• ELECTRICAL
• WOOD STOVES
• WINDOWS/DOORS
• SCAFFOLDING
• ENGINEERED FLOORS
• ROOF TRUSSES
• TOOL RENTALS
• AGRICULTURAL FEEDS
• GARDENING SUPPLIES
• GREENHOUSE
OPEN
8 am - 5:30 Weekdays
9 am - 5:00 Saturday

The Best Lumberyard
in the Kootenays
We deliver!

New this year - We are offering drop off/pick up tax service
in New Denver and Edgewood.
Edgewood at the Legion Hall every Monday, beginning Monday, February 20th from 10 am - 1 pm
New Denver at the Valley Voice building every Tuesday, beginning Tuesday, February 21st from 10 am - 1 pm
Drop off your tax information and we will return the following week with your
completed taxes. Cash back services available if you qualify.
Please call the Nakusp office if you would like to schedule a pick up at another location or if you have
any questions.
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Slocan Valley Arts Council celebrates silver anniversary
submitted
The Slocan Valley Arts Council
held its 25-year anniversary ‘Love
the Arts’ celebration on Saturday,

February 18 at the Vallican Whole.
The community turned out in great
numbers to celebrate the arts on
this night. They were treated to a

wonderful show of local artists’ work
and live performances by Eric Faulks
and Angela Saffire Jones.
Current president and long time
arts council activist, Laura Tiberti,
began the evening speaking of the
creation and development of the
Slocan Valley Arts Council.
Eleanor Spangler spoke of the
important role that Slocan Valley Arts
Council members played regionally in
the early days of the organization to

support and promote the importance of
the arts in rural areas. Early members
were also involved in the formation
of the Columbia Kootenay Cultural
Alliance so that CBT funds would be
allocated to arts, culture and heritage
project funding all over the Columbia
basin. This legacy has led to a thriving
artist community in the area that the
Slocan Valley Arts Council continues
to support, fund and promote.
Arts council members spoke of

their current projects, such as Trash
Art Challenge and the Art & Garden
Tour. The tour will be happening again
this year on Father’s Day.
The Slocan Valley Arts Council
would like to thank all those who
attended and contributed to a lovely
evening as well as all the new
members that joined the organization.
For more information about the
Slocan Valley Arts Council, visit
www.slocanvalleyarts.ca.

submitted
After a successful first year
operating the area’s only licensed
poultry abattoir, owner Judi Morton
is beginning the new season with an
educational event. ‘Chicken Day’ will
be held March 10 at the Vallican Whole
Community Centre from 9 am to 3 pm.
It will feature an introductory session
for beginners as well as sessions for
experienced poultry producers and
planning for group orders of chicks
and feed.
Morton is expecting a busy second
season for her abattoir. “We have
a great crew who take pride in our
convenient and humane service.
We have updated our website with
tips for commercial producers and
backyard hobbyists alike.” The site
(www.passmorepluckers.ca) also has
the schedule, booking instructions
and prices.
Locally raised poultry is popular
and profitable. Morton hopes her
abattoir will support growth of
sustainable farming in the area.
Chicken that has been processed in
a licenced facility can be sold legally

to a wholesaler or direct to retailers,
restaurants or consumers. Every bird
in Morton’s abattoir is examined by
a Canadian Food Inspection Agency
inspector. Morton says, “Our CFIA
inspector was really impressed with the
quality of poultry raised in this area.”
The abattoir is located in the
Slocan Valley, so poultry travel less
than two hours from anywhere in the
West Kootenay. Considerate treatment
of the birds is important for Morton.

“Short travel distances are best for the
birds. Most go from the producer’s
farm to the customer’s fridge or freezer
in the same day. We help producers
plan their delivery to get the optimum
value from the birds and create a safe,
delicious product.”
Chicken Day will be held at the
Vallican Whole, 9-3 pm on Saturday,
March 10. Admission by donation. For
directions see www.VallicanWhole.
com.

by Jan McMurray
Marion Perepolkin has recently
come back to the area from the
Northwest Territories, and has
opened Spruce Gum Gifts. The
store is located in Crescent Valley,
in the old RCMP building behind
Pony Espresso.
The work of local artisans as well
as fair trade items from all over the
world are found in this gift shop with
a global flavour. “I also have Inuit art
displayed from my own collection for
people to enjoy – it’s not for sale, but
it’s lovely to look at,” she says.
Perepolkin is an artist herself.
“It’s important to me to support
local artisans, and to carry fair trade
items,” she said, explaining that the
philosophy behind fair trade is to
make sure the artisans are paid fairly
and eco-friendly products are used.
There are also educational programs
for fair trade artists, she said.
Spruce Gum Gifts carries the
pottery of Rose Hodwitz from
Shoreacres, First Nations cedar boxes
and handmade drums by Wayne
George of Thrums, and earrings
and necklaces by Holly Jordahl of
Nelson. She will soon carry furniture
by Slocan Valley artist Cindy Moser.
One of the fair trade products in the
store is Peace Soap, which Jewish
and Arabian women get together to
make in the Middle East.
Perepolkin does fish scale art,
which she learned in the Northwest

Territories. This unique art form
uses the vertebrae, ribs and scales
of whitefish, which are in the shapes
of flower petals. “I clean them, dye
them and I make flower arrangements
with them, and I put them in shadow
boxes,” she explained.
Perepolkin has a nursing
background. Originally from
Nelson, she worked at Kootenay
Lake Hospital for 14 years, and then
went to the Northwest Territories
and Nunavut as a travel nurse on
a casual basis for 10 years. She
says she enjoyed her experience up
north very much, and learned a lot
about aboriginal culture. Nelson was
always her home base – where her
mother and two sons live.

Chicken Day comes to the Vallican Whole
Everyone got into the spirit of celebration at the Slocan Valley Arts Council’s silver anniversary
celebration, wearing colourful masks created by arts council members.

Open Sun. 11-3 • 411 Kootenay St, Nelson

Judi Morton and one of her hens in front of the area’s only licensed poultry abattoir. She
presents ‘Chicken Day’ at the Vallican Whole on March 10.

New gift shop opens in Crescent Valley

Local Artisans

Fair trade, eco-friendly
Unique, affordable gifts
Come in and be inspired!
In the Old Cop Shop
Crescent Valley, BC
Tues - Sat • 10 am - 4 pm

“I raised an autistic child in
Nelson, and we’ve had a lot of
support and help with him. Spruce
Gum Gifts is a way of giving back
to the community,” she said.

Marion Perepolkin has opened Spruce Gum
Gifts in Crescent Valley, in the old RCMP
station behind Pony Espresso.

The grand opening of the Summit Lake Tube Park at the ski hill took place February 10. When Nakusp Mayor Hamling
and Area H Director Walter Popoff both declined to take the inaugural run, Valley Voice editor Jan McMurray jumped at
the opportunity. “What a blast! I highly recommend the tube park to everyone, especially our local politicians,” she says.
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Huge participation at Summit Lake Club Races
submitted
Summit Lake Ski Hill
hosted the annual Club Races on
Sunday, February 19.
Fresh snow fell Friday night,
then Saturday the club got busy
getting ready. On a well-groomed
hill, thanks to Eric Waterfield,
three courses were set up. Susie

Madden, Daryl Katchen, Troy
Clark and Matt McKee set up a
slalom, a super giant slalom and
a snowboard course. The timing
apparatus was put into place,
fences and barriers were installed
and grooming was completed.
The entries and starting lists
were figured out and myriad

The three trophy winners at the Summit Lake Club Races held February 19
were: Gareth Douglas, Taylor Aeichele and Ivy Tourand.

Lisa Farr, SIFCo board president, cuts the cake in celebration of the recent issuing
of a 25-year licence for the Slocan Valley community forest. The celebration on
February 12 at the Valley View Golf Course was very well attended, with lots of
participation in the family outdoor activities that were organized for the event.

The New Denver May Queen Committee kicked off Heritage Week on February 19 with the annual
Heritage Tea at the Bosun Hall. This year, the May Days competition will be among four nine- and
ten-year-olds for the title of Little Miss New Denver. The four Little Miss New Denver candidates
were introduced and given their banners and tiaras at the Heritage Tea. They are (bottom row):
Kira Popil-Johnson, Charlotte Farrell, Chloe Sylvain, and Molly Fry. Top row: Mercedes Casley
(princess), Danika Hammond (Miss New Denver) and Marlowe Nicholson-Chodat (queen’s court).

Hockey dad Trevor Cordingley serves up hot dogs at the arena to raise funds
for the Midget Rep team at the Winter Carnival February 11.

organizational details were taken
care of. Everybody pitched in
and made a big job not only
manageable, but fun.
The terrific part about
these races is that they are
open to anybody who wants to
participate. This year, there were
90 skiers and snowboarders
combined, ages 4 to 50+. The
slalom course was run first, then
two back-to-back snowboard
races, followed by the GS. Some
die-hards opted to race in both the
ski and snowboard events. The
courses and conditions were fast.
After finishing his slalom course,
Mike Smith was overheard
saying: “I may not have looked
fast but I sure felt fast!”
If speed was sought, it was
surely found in the Super GS
course. Leah Gilliland, Jody
Clark, Tracy Smith and Sondra
Krajewski all thought the race
was a real rush and wanted to
repeat the course immediately.
All participants seemed to
genuinely enjoy the challenge
they signed up for – ready or not!
Last, but not least, some
keen 3- to 5-year-old beginners
took two runs each on a balloonladen mini novice course set up
by Erin McLeod, Claire Jackson
and Brenda McQuair – goodie
bags for everyone!
Without delay, timekeepers
Trish Cannon and Beth McLeod
produced a long list of podium

Rock the Peach Music
Fest happening in
Penticton this summer

submitted
Although there will not
be a Nakusp Music Fest
this summer, there will be
a Rock the Peach Music
Fest in Penticton – and it is
being produced by a team
that includes the main man
behind Nakusp’s festival,
Willi Jahnke.
Rock the Peach takes
place at Kings Park in
Penticton July 27–29.
As of February 15, 10
acts out of 16 have been
confirmed – Ronnie Dunn,
Sam Roberts Band, Collective
Soul, WAR, Three Dog Night,
Treble Charger, Blackie and
the Rodeo Kings, Ridley
Bent, Good for Grapes, and
Toronto’s brand-new You
Tube sensation, Walk Off The
Earth. The remaining show
bookings should be confirmed
by the end of the month.
In addition to the musical
entertainment, the festival will
offer theatrical performances,
roving artists, comedy, clowns
and circus acts, magicians and
more. Aimed at the whole
family, Rock the Peach will
also offer kids entertainment
including interactive
characters, play centres and
workshops.
For the latest news, visit
www.rockthepeach.ca.

placers. By the end of the
presentations, entire families
had made an appearance.
Congratulations to all.
Fastest overall snowboarder
of the day went to Gareth Douglas
and fastest overall skier went to
Daryl Katchen.
Three memorial trophies
were awarded. Taylor Aeichele
was presented with the John
Gleboff Memorial Trophy for
fastest high school skier. Gareth
Douglas was presented with
the Tim Markholm Memorial
Trophy for fastest overall high
school boarder, and Ivy Tourand
was presented with the Teanne
Jones Memorial Trophy fastest
overall Nancy Greene racer.
On the podium microphone,
High School Ski Coach Frances
Swan pronounced a huge thank
you to the Summit Lake Ski
Hill, and all of the race officials,
gatekeepers, side slippers,
timekeepers, bib collectors,
coaches, high school racers,
parents, and helpers of all kinds
who made the competition
rewarding for all who were
there. It takes a high level of
community support to get the job
done and Nakusp families always
see it through.
It should be mentioned that
the club races were good practice
and a fun send-off for the high
school snowboard and ski teams
that are heading to Whistler to

compete in the provincials this
coming weekend. Head Coach
Matt McKee says his boarders
are all really solid and ready to
go. We wish them luck. Also, the
Nancy Greene ski league racers
will be sending a team to Phoenix
Mountain at Grand Forks for the

11
fourth zone race.
Next on the agenda:
Saturday, March 17, St. Patrick’s
Day, the Summit Lake Ski Hill
Spring Carnival and Downhill
Dummie event plus the Summit
Lake Racers Wind-Up. Come
up and check out the festivities.

Morgan Lindstein, daughter of Rick and Angie, granddaughter of
Nels and Dawn proudly shows her gold medal for wrestling at the
Alberta winter games in Edmonton. This one adds to the many
medals and trophies she has won in hockey, baseball, football
and wrestling. Her wrestling career of two years brags 54 wins
and one loss, the only loss coming at the winter games try-outs
for Calgary. She was then eliminated, so Lethbridge/Medicine Hat
picked her up to represent them in her weight catagory. She then
went on to defeat five Calgary representatives to win the gold.
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Avast, there matey!

The finest fish & chips are available
at The Dock Restaurant in Nelson

You just can’t go wrong at this place. It looks
and feels like a friendly fish shanty. Susan
puts a lot of thought and energy into how the
food is prepared and presented, and being
ready for shifts in day-to-day trade.
Andrew Rhodes,
Valley Voice Food Editor

LIVING

Life
Matters

with Debbie
Pereversoff

What’s better – an
RRSP or a TFSA?

Well it’s that time of year again
when people are scrambling to get
their income tax documents together
and scratching their heads wondering
if they should make an RRSP
contribution.
There is only one week left –
Wednesday February 29, to be exact
– to get your last-minute RRSP
contribution in for the 2011 tax year.
I’ve had several clients ask me
whether it’s better to contribute to an
RRSP or that relatively new savings
plan called the TFSA (Tax-Free
Savings Account). Unfortunately,
there isn’t a clear-cut answer as there
are so many factors to consider and
each person’s case is so different.
The purpose of the RRSP is
two-fold. Most people are diligently
trying to save for retirement and of
course, the benefit of saving within
an RRSP is the fact that there is taxdeferred growth within the plan. The
compounding effect over the years
can grow your portfolio significantly,
and it’s even better when it’s sheltered
from tax during your accumulation
years.
The other benefit of the RRSP is
the tax deductibility. Put it this way:
the higher your earnings, the higher

569 Ward St • 250-352-3474
with
Andy
Rhodes

Susan Vulcano
and The Dock
Restaurant

Ok then. I’ve eaten at The Dock
Restaurant half a dozen times. Why
is that? The long and the short of
it: If you like fish and chips, or if
you LOVE fish and chips, or if you
wanna find out why so many folks
are crazy about fish and chips, then
you must immediately find your way
to The Dock Restaurant in Nelson
on Ward Street, less than a block
up from Baker. I’ll come right out
and say they’ve got the tastiest fish
and chips I’ve ever had, and I’ve
had plenty! Crisp and delicious! Go
there, and remember that The Dock
offers much more than just fish and
chips.
But first let me tell you about
Susan Vulcano, the owner and
operator of the place. She has an
irresistible wall-to-wall smile and
is bubbling with good humour. She
seems always to have that smile
glowing and it’s a pleasure to be
in her company. Also, in the little
over a year that she’s been running
The Dock, she’s simplified and
streamlined the place, and she’s
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your tax bracket. The higher your tax
bracket, the better off you could be in
contributing to an RRSP.
If you look at it from the ‘tax angle’
aspect, it works like this – do a tally of
all of your income for the year. Once
you’ve figured that out, it gives you a
pretty good idea of what your marginal
tax rate is (the highest percentage in
which you’ll be taxed).
As an example: if your earnings
are roughly $43,000 or lower – you’ll
be in one of the lowest tax brackets,
which is approximately 23 percent. If
your earnings fall somewhere between
$43,000 and $74,000 then you’ll be in
the 30 percent tax bracket.
Did you earn more? Let’s say your
earnings were between $85,000 and
$103,000 – now, you’re in a 38 percent
tax bracket. Anything above $132,000
will get you into the top bracket which
is over 43 percent…!!
So, if you decide to make an
RRSP contribution, this tax aspect
is something you’ll need to keep in
mind. If you make a contribution of
$1,000 and your earnings are $60,000
– you would achieve a tax deduction
of 30 percent – or $300, in this case.
Obviously, the higher your earnings
are, the bigger the tax deduction.
It’s even sweeter if you land
yourself in the lower tax bracket during
retirement. Sure, you might be making
the big bucks now, but if you keep
your total retirement income under
$40,000 or so – you’ll be bringing out
that RRSP income in a much lower
tax bracket.
Now if we turn the tables to the

new TFSA, the benefit is that you
could contribute up to $5,000 per
year (cumulative since 2009) – and,
although there are no tax deductibility
provisions like the RRSP, the income
you eventually draw out will not be
taxed.
In some cases, it makes more
sense for people to disregard the tax
deductibility aspect of the RRSP and
just save within the TFSA. This is
especially so if you know you’re likely
to have earnings under $40,000, which
puts you in the lowest tax bracket.
There isn’t as much ‘tax-bang for your
buck’ when your earnings are this low.
If you suspect that your earnings
will increase down the road – and you
find yourself in the next tax bracket –
this might be the opportunity to simply
transfer money out of your TFSA
into an RRSP just for some tax relief.
Otherwise, it may be more beneficial to
just continue contributing to a TFSA.
Life goes by in a heartbeat and
you’d be amazed as to how quickly
you’ll be facing retirement. The main
goal is to just save money. Again,
everyone’s circumstances are so
different and you need to talk to a
financial planner to find out what
would work best for you.
Debbie Pereversoff CFP CPCA
is a financial planner with Assante
Financial Management Ltd. and her
company, The Affolter Financial
Group Inc., in Castlegar. Please
contact a professional advisor to
discuss your particular circumstances
prior to acting on the information
above.

added a great deal of charm. And if
you’re gluten intolerant, Susan has a
board on the wall called ‘the Gluten
Free Board,’ which lists selections
without any gluten. Including a
gluten-free beer called New Grist.
Check it out.
So, back to fish and chips. What’s
important? Quality fish, quality oil
that is frequently filtered, a batter
that’s on the light side and a cook
that knows what’s going on. Did you
know it takes three days to properly
thaw frozen cod? On offer are cod
or haddock fish and chips. Halibut
has become prohibitively expensive,
but I’ll tell you what, haddock tastes
just as good and has less of a ‘fishy’
taste. Cod is also excellent. Tuesday
is ‘All You Can Eat Cod Fish and
Chips Day.’ Yay! Susan tells me:
“One Tuesday a guy came in here
and ate 40 pieces of fish.” At two
ounces per piece, that comes to five
pounds of fish in one sitting. Yikes.
Wild sockeye salmon, barbecued,
is available as a burger. This time
that’s what I ordered, and Susan
had a salmon Caesar salad. Susan
likes eating in her own restaurant,
and judging by the happy crowds in
there, so do lots of other folks. How
about prawns with chips or deepfried oysters with chips?
Homemade clam chowder, New
England style (yay!) with cream and
potatoes. Calamari, of course, and
just chips or onion rings. Garden
or Caesar salad. Yes, there are
beef burgers made from organic
free-range beef from Creston. The
burgers come plain or with bacon
and chedder. And for dessert? Have

you ever tried deep-fried pineapple?
Gracious me!
What about gluten-free meals?
The homemade chowder is
gluten free. Any of the wild fish on
the menu can be pan fried to your
liking, or you can try garlic-butter
prawns or if you like, and various
salads without croutons. Then there
are the ‘forget the bun beef burgers.’
You just can’t go wrong at this
place. It looks and feels like a
friendly fish shanty. Susan puts a lot
of thought and energy into how the
food is prepared and presented, and
being ready for shifts in day-to-day
trade. On a slow Tuesday, The Dock
will go through 30 pounds of cod.
On a busier Tuesday, the amount
will be 60 pounds. Lots of planning
involved.
Susan purchases all her fish and
beef from her friends Adam and
Geoff at the Fisherman’s Market,
right next door to The Dock. She says
that those two guys have taught her
a lot about fish and about business.
Thanks guys! Almost forgot, The
Dock carries NBC beer! Also wine,
and the pop comes in a bottomless
glass. Great iced tea too.
Besides The Dock, Susan is kept
busy at home with two small children
and one more on the way. Her
husband, Ed, who works alongside
her, says: “There’s something in
the fish!”
Also working at The Dock are
Susan’s brother Don and the lovely
Kyla.
Go to The Dock. You’ll be
delighted. It’s all delicious! Go soon!
Go now!
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The Bulger family, master shipbuilders of the Arrow Lakes
submitted by Bruce Rohn, Arrow
Lakes Historical Society
The Bulger family was very
important in the shipbuilding industry
in BC and the Kootenays from 1892
to 1917.
Thomas Bulger was born in
St. John’s, Newfoundland in 1827,
where he learned the shipbuilding
trade and then built a ship that he
sailed from Boston to San Francisco
in 1859. He and his family moved to
Portland, where they engaged in the
shipbuilding boom from 1859 to the
early 1890s on the lower Columbia
River and Puget Sound.
In 1895, Thomas Bulger and his
son, James, were hired by Captain
Troup, manager of the Columbia
Kootenay Steam Navigation Company
(CKSN), to come to the Kootenays
to help build up the company’s
sternwheeler fleet. Nakusp became
a shipbuilding centre for the Arrow
Lakes-Columbia River route and the
Bulgers built the SS Nakusp, the finest
sternwheeler built at that time in the
BC interior. Over the next seven years,
the Bulgers, with Troup’s design, built
13 boats for the CKSN and the CPR,
which bought out the CKSN in 1897.
This became known as the BC Lake &
River Service during the glory days of
shipbuilding in the Kootenay.
In January of 1898, James Bulger
and Captain Troup were sent to False
Creek in Vancouver where a way was
erected to build eight sternwheelers
for the Stikine River service. Four
were built at the Puget Sound yards
and when the Rail Road land grant
bill was rejected in the House of
Commons, the whole Stikine project
was rejected. The hulls of two of these

3 generations of DeVito shoemakers

boats were sent to the Kootenay to
be reassembled, the SS Moyie at the
Nelson yard and the SS Minto at the
Nakusp yard. The first boats with
composite hulls in the Kootenay,
they were the longest serving of all
the steamers built for the BC Lake
& River Service. Thomas looked
after the Nakusp yard and James the
Nelson yard.
After the building of the SS
Revelstoke in1902, Thomas retired
and his two sons took over in 1903.
James became the master builder in
Nelson and Dave became the foreman
of the Nakusp yard.
Dave was also very active in the
local scene. The Nakusp Amateur
Drama Club was very popular in
early days and Dave would take his
launch Minerva and the drama club
out for excursions. He also was a
member of the Nakusp ball team, and
competitions took place between the
towns of Edgewood, Burton, Nakusp
and Comaplix every summer. James
and his wife were known for 30
different species of roses, prompting
them to name their home the Rose
Villa.
In 1905 and 1908, new hulls were
built for the SS Slocan and the SS
Rossland and their superstructures
were transferred onto new hulls. Quite
a feat of engineering, this was the only
time that it was done for the Lake &
River Service and showed the Bulgers’
experience and skill as shipwrights.
With increased tourist traffic
and new towns started, boats of new
design that were faster and could
carry more passengers were built
in 1906 and 1907 on the Kootenay
and Okanagan lakes. They were an

Thanks to our local
historical societies for
preserving our heritage and
enhancing our culture!

SILVERTON BUILDING SUPPLIES
216 Lake Avenue, Silverton
Phone: 250-358-2293
Toll-free: 1-800-332-0588
sbs@silvertonbuilding.ca

411 Hall • Nelson, BC • 250-352-6261

Times
change...
...but
not our
commitment
to quality

Our local historical
societies make our
communities more vibrant
places to live in.

Organic • Natural • Local
Main St • New Denver

thanks the Arrow Lakes
Historical Society and
the Nakusp Museum for
preserving the heritage of
our valley!

416 Broadway • 250-265-3644

improvement over the earlier SS
Rossland built in Nakusp in 1897.
In the years 1911 to 1914, Captain
Gore, superintendent of the BC
Lake & River Service, advocated
the building of three new super
sternwheelers with steel hulls. The
CPR was promoting a ‘circle tour’
through the Kootenay and Okanagan
districts with the Banff-Lake Louise
area. The Bonnington, the first to be
built in 1911 at Nakusp, had a hull
that was flatter, a barge-like bottom, to
help maneuver it through the Burton
narrows five months of the year. The
SS Nasookin was built in Nelson
in 1913 and the SS Sicamous was
built on the Okanagan Lake in 1914.
However, at this time, World War I
started in August and the decline of
shipbuilding began. These were the
last sternwheelers to be built by the
Bulgers.
The following year saw the
withdrawal of the barge service on

the Arrow Lakes and the completion
of the Kettle Valley railroad. The
Arrow Lakes became a local route
rather than a link between the south
Kootenay and main line.
The winters of 1916 and 1917
were severe on all the lakes. The SS
Kootenay was stuck in ice below
Burton for six weeks. Thomas Bulger
died in 1916 at the age of 89 and John
Gore died of a heart attack in 1917.
Seven days after his death, the SS
Rossland, weighted down with ice
and snow, filled up with water and
keeled over onto her side and sank.
It was not raised until April. Under
the foremanship of Dave Bulger, this
was unacceptable and he was let go.
He found work in 1918 in Vancouver
and James Bulger was transferred to
Victoria to become the superintendent
carpenter for the BC coast service
under Captain Troup.
In a span of less than four years,
the BC Lake & River Service went

Dave Bulger (top left) on his boat Minerva on excursion to the Narrows with the Nakusp
Amateur Drama Club.

We recognize the
important volunteer work
done by the historical
societies in our area.
Thank you!

History is filled with the
sound of silken slippers
going downstairs and
wooden shoes coming up.
– Voltaire

New Market
Foods
6th Avenue
New Denver, BC
250-358-2270

Bosun Hall   

Thanks for supporting us. Because
of the support of the broader
comunity, the Bosun hall is up and
running –
honouring
the past and
planning for
the future.

Village of
New Denver
thanks the Silvery
Slocan Historical
Society and the
Kyowakai Society for
their contributions
to local heritage
preservation.

250-358-2422
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from major expansion to decline and
had also lost their master shipbuilders,
John Gore and the Bulger families.

We wish to commend the
volunteers that maintain
our archives and our local
museum. Without our history,
we have no future.

Saddle Mountain
Medical Clinic

84 Broadway • Nakusp
250-265-3694
Katrine
Conroy,
MLA
Kootenay
West
Thank you to all the individuals and
groups that work to preserve the heritage
and rich history of the West Kootenay!
Constituency Office: #2-1006 3rd St
Castlegar, BC Phone: 250-304-2783
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Come celebrate Heritage Week in the Village of Kaslo
submitted by Carol Hughes, Village
of Kaslo
The Village of Kaslo invites
everyone to learn more about Kaslo’s
rich history, embrace our past and
participate in planned events during
Heritage Week, February 20-26.
Tour Kaslo’s public heritage
buildings with tour guide Daphne
Hunter on Wednesday, February
22 at 1 pm, starting at the Kemball
Memorial Centre. Next stops are the
Masonic Lodge, St. Andrew’s United
Church, St. Mark’s Anglican Church,
Sacred Heart Church, Langham
Cultural Centre, the Old Fire Hall
(Kaslo Thrift Store) and ending at
the Kootenay Star Museum – a great
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café to enjoy a home-baked delight
and coffee afterwards, celebrating
community with an old-time visit at
Teresa’s.
Look for the Kootenay Lake
Archives display at 415 Front Street
and visit the Langham Cultural Centre
to view the Japanese internment
displays.
Did you know that the City of
Kaslo once had its own electric power
plant? 2012 Heritage Week focuses

on Energy in BC. Don Scarlett will
provide some background surrounding
this era of our history by a tour if
weather permits or a presentation
at the Heritage Tea. Check www.
kaslo.ca, look for posters or call 250353-2311 for further details when
available.
Enjoy an old-fashioned Pie Social
and Heritage Tea at the Legion between
12 noon and 3 pm on Saturday,
February 25. Sponsored by Columbia

Basin Trust, entry is by donation to the
Kaslo City Hall Conservation Fund.
Bring your pies and baked goods and
enjoy a leisurely visit with new and old
friends. Plan to make a tax-deductible
donation and purchase a can of paint
for $50 to stabilize and rejuvenate
this beautiful historical landmark of
Kaslo. All non-profit organizations
are encouraged to reserve a table at
the event for a $10 donation and join
the fun.

After the Heritage Tea, step over
to the Langham Cultural Centre for the
premiere screening of ‘Kaslo Voices’
at 3 pm. The video, filmed in 1985,
is a historical documentary of Kaslo
and includes interviews with six Kaslo
pioneer residents. Seating is limited
to 60, so arrive early to ensure a seat!
This month, have some fun,
visit with your neighbours, embrace
Kaslo’s heritage and gain a deeper
understanding of Kaslo’s roots.

submitted by Sandon Historical
Society
Because of its location high
in the Selkirk Mountains, with a
ready supply of nearby streams
and creeks, Sandon was ideally
situated to take advantage of the
new invention beginning to sweep
the globe at the end of the 19th
century – hydroelectric power.
The first power plant in Sandon
was a 110-volt DC plant located
at the corner of Slocan Star and
Galena Streets.
Built by JM Harris in 1897,
this plant was the basis for the
first citywide public utility in
BC, and possibly all of Western
Canada. In later years, Harris was
to recall the first night the Sandon
Waterworks and Light Company
began operations: “Folks came
from all over the Kootenays to see
the lights turned on.”
Originally, Harris supplied
power for the city’s streetlights and
a handful of businesses, including
his own Hotel Reco, but before
long he was hooking up residences
for any who were willing to pay

him. At first, lacking any reliable
means of measuring consumption,
Harris charged subscribers based
on the number of electric lights
and appliances in their buildings.
Eventually, however, he installed a
system of early power meters, one
of which is now on display in the
Sandon Museum.
Having escaped destruction
in the 1900 fire, the Sandon
Waterworks and Light Company
ran virtually trouble-free for over
50 years, until shortly after Harris’
death in 1953. By then, with the DC
power system badly out-of-date,
the equipment was sold for scrap
and the plant dismantled.
Harris’ hydro plant was
certainly not the only source of
power in the city, though. All
told, there were eight different
hydroelectric generating plants
built within a two-mile radius of
Sandon. Like Harris’ powerhouse,
these other plants all generated
electricity using a Pelton wheel,
and all but two produced directcurrent. Most of these other power
plants supplied various mining

operations in the area.
One power plant remains in
Sandon, on ‘Capitol Hill’ behind
the Sandon Museum. The plant was
built in 1916 by the owners of what
was originally called the Slocan
Star mine. They reorganized their
company in 1916 and renamed it
‘Silversmith.’ The plant was built

to power the Silversmith mine and
concentrator mill.
The hydro plant has run
continuously since 1916, making
it the oldest continuously operating
plant in Canada. It was the original
generating system for the City of
Vernon from 1905 until 1915, when
Vernon upgraded to a larger system.

submitted by Webb Cummings,
Silvery Slocan Historical Society
The Silvery Slocan Museum
in New Denver is in the old Bank
of Montreal building, a recognized
historic site. Built in 1897, the bank
operated until 1961 and was acquired
by the Village. It has been operated
as a museum by the Silvery Slocan
Historical Society since 1969, and
has been restored inside and out to its
condition 100 years ago – but with a
foundation!
The main floor – the business
area – includes the manager’s office,
bank vault and fireplace, with portrait
of Queen Victoria. Upstairs exhibits
are in what used to be an apartment
for bank staff or renters. Exhibits

are about the original New Denver
Hospital built by Dr. Brouse, the
Japanese-Canadian community, and
a bedroom of the period. Dr. Brouse
also built the Lancet – an elegant
launch displayed outside on museum
grounds.
An addition on the east side was
used as an office and storage space
by the BC Security Commission
administering the internment of
Japanese-Canadians during World
War II. The Chamber of Commerce
operates the Visitor InfoCentre in the
lobby from June to September, and the
museum is open then, with the only
public washroom on the main street.
The opening date will be announced,
with information about new exhibits.

The history of accounting is as old as
civilization... Accountants participated
in the development of cities, trade, and
the concepts of wealth and numbers.
Accountants invented writing, participated
in the development of money and banking,
and invented double entry bookkeeping
that fueled the Italian Renaissance.
- Gary Giroux

The Village of Kaslo
hereby proclaims the week of
February 19th to 25th, 2012 as
HERITAGE WEEK

Hydroelectric power in Sandon’s early days

Thanks to the
Lardeau Valley
Historical Society
Your efforts to preserve
our heritage have not gone
unnoticed. Thank you for a
superb volunteer effort!

The Silvery Slocan Museum – a heritage site

MANON VAN TUYL, C.M.A.
Kaslo New Denver
Lardeau Valley
Tel /Fax 250 366 4381

Andy Shadrack
Director Area D

Thanks to the
Kootenay Lake
Historical Society
Thank you for all of your
volunteer hours and for
keeping us aware of our
history.
Andy Shadrack
Director Area D

Thanks for
keeping our
history alive!

Come celebrate with us at the
Pie Social and Heritage
Tea at the Legion on
February 25!
Mayor and Council

Village of Kaslo

Thanks all of our local
historical societies for
their preservation of
our stories.
lllll
430 Front Street • Kaslo, BC
250-353-7714

The

Clothes Hanger

Thank you to our local historical
societies for preserving our past
405 Front St, Kaslo • 353-7633

400 Front Street • Kaslo
250-353-9688

HERITAGE WEEK

February 22, 2012 The Valley Voice

Whatshan Power Project has a long and interesting history
submitted by Sharon Montgomery,
Nakusp and District Museum
Society
The theme for Heritage Week
is ‘Energy in BC - A Powerful

Past, a Sustainable Future.’ Let’s
take a look at Whatshan Lake as
an archaeological treasure of years
gone by.
In 1977, Gordon Mohs conducted

an archaeological survey of the Arrow
Lakes, including Whatshan Lake
Reservoir. In 2002, a preliminary
archaeological survey of the reservoir
draw down zone was initiated along

submitted by Joyce Johnson, Slocan
Valley Historical Society
On January 26, 2012, the newly
formed Slocan Valley Historical
Society had its inaugural meeting
and appointed the board of directors.
“The Slocan Valley was an
area of the Kootenays that did not
have an active historical society
and a small group of people came
together in the hopes that by
creating the society we could then
begin the work of ensuring that the
Valley’s history is not lost,” said
Joyce Johnson, a member of the
board.
The society’s mission is to
preserve and protect the history
of Slocan and area for future
generations. “We will collect, store,

interpret and preserve historical
items, creating a resource that
is available to the public,” said
Johnson.
There have been a number of
books written in the last few years,
as well as a film project, that go
a long way to preserving Slocan
Valley history. The society wants
to expand on the work that has
already been done by creating space
for the collection and by preserving
irreplaceable documents and items
of historical value.
“We know that there are people
out there who have treasures –
snippets of Slocan Valley’s history
tucked away in their homes. So,
when they are ready to part with
them, we want to have a local,

safe and secure option for them to
consider. We would like to see the
Slocan Valley’s history stay in the
Slocan Valley!” said Johnson.
The society’s first projects
include creating a physical archive
and developing a digital archive.
The Slocan Valley Historical
Society meets on the last Thursday
of each month at 7 pm in the library
at WE Graham Community School.
Memberships are available at $10
per calendar year. If anyone has
an interest or project ideas for the
valley, or would like to be on the
email list, please contact Joyce
Johnson at jaj@netidea.com or
attend the next meeting on February
23. New members are welcome and
encouraged to join.

by Jan McMurray
The Lardeau Valley Historical
Society hopes to embark on a project
this year to see if historic mine
sites in the area are suitable winter
hibernation habitat for the bluelisted Townsend’s big-eared bat.
“It’s such a nice partnership
between environment and heritage
– we are excited about it!” said Deb
Borsos, secretary of the society.
“We hope that through this we
can identify sites that are good
for the bats as well as doing more
identification and research on our
many mine sites.”
The society plans to hire Dr. Cori

Lausen, bat biologist of Birchdale
Ecological in Kaslo, to research
and monitor up to 10 of the various
known mine sites with the assistance
of Fraser Bonner, the Lardeau Valley
Museum curator, who is also an
archaeologist.
“If the historical society can prove
through research and monitoring
that the historic mine sites in our area
are suitable for hibernation habitat
for the Townsend’s bat, we will have
assisted with more valuable research
into this threatened species and its
habitat needs,” said Borsos. She
added that the information will also
be submitted to the larger research

project currently ongoing in the
Columbia Basin.
To raise awareness about
the bats, the historic value of the
mine sites and how the mines can
help to protect this blue-listed
species, Borsos says the project
includes producing a brochure,
signage for each mine site, and
public presentations – including
a presentation to Jewett School
students through the Wild Voices for
Kids program.
The society has applied for
funding for this project from
the Columbia Basin Trust’s
Environmental Initiatives Program.

We recognize the
important volunteer work
done by the historical
societies in our area.
Thank you!

Our local historical societies
do a fine job of preserving
our heritage, and deserve
our thanks!

Our sincere thanks to our local
historical societies for their
dedicated work in maintaining
museums, collections and
archives. Your diligent recording
and passionate interpretations of
our history improve all of our lives.

New historical society forms in the Slocan Valley

with a literature review. No new
sites were discovered, but 14 sites
were previously identified with 10
sites documented within the draw
down zone. Two sites of the 10 are
considered to be destroyed.
I had the opportunity to attend an
open house at the beautiful Whatshan
Lake Retreat in the fall season. A
short walk from the retreat toward
the Whatshan Dam revealed an
abandoned subterranean pit house
and across the road, a dugout of a
rectangular long-house. Were these
houses counted?
The original development
was constructed by BC Power
Commission in 1951. In 1953, a
rock and mud slide destroyed the
original powerhouse and switch
yard. Following slope stabilization,
the plant was rebuilt. In 1972, the
plant was raised 12 metres higher
due to the elevated water levels
on the Arrow Lakes following the
completion of the Keenleyside Dam.
Today, we look at Whatshan
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Lake Reservoir as a sustainable
source of power for the Upper
Arrow Lake and Okanagan Valley.
The reservoir is approximately 17
kilometres long and one kilometre
wide, with a storage capacity of 122
million cubic metres when it is at
maximum operating elevation. It
has three distinct basins that remain
connected and passable by boat at all
operational elevations.
The project includes the
Whatshan Dam, 12 metres high
and 82 metres long, located at
the south end of the reservoir; the
Whatshan Dam Low Level Outlet,
which is operated manually; the
Saddle Dam, a seven-metre-high
earth fill dam located about five
kilometres north of the Needles
ferry crossing; and the penstock on
the southeast side of the Whatshan
Lake Reservoir that directs water
through the 3.4-kilometre tunnel to
the powerhouse.
Whatshan is a Sinixt word
meaning ‘hat.’

Bats and mines in the Lardeau Valley

Slocan Village Market
Open 7 days/week, 9 am - 8 pm

Slocan, BC • ph:355-2211 • fax: 355-2216

Westside Small
Engines
Thanks to our
local historians
3637 Hwy 6
Passmore
250-226-7145

DAY SPA

250-358-6804
We appreciate and
recognize the work
of our local historical
societies in preserving
our heritage.
Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
Ph. 265-4615 • vieirac@telus.net

Spectrum Home
& Family Care

250-265-3842
www.spectrumhomesupport.ca

Thank you to our local
historical societies for all of
their fine work in preserving
and interpreting our history.

What a difference a few decades make.....
For over 100 years, the Ainsworth Hot
Springs have drawn visitors from all parts
of the world.
Experience the Ultimate. Stay in one of
our 41 newly renovated guest rooms.
Enjoy a delicious meal prepared especially
for you by Chef Jason Allard.
• Hot Springs Caves and Pool
• 43 A/C Rooms
• Springs Dining Room & Krao Lounge
• Gift Shop

Lemon Creek
Lodge & Campground
Year-round facility
Licensed Restaurant
Open Thurs - Sun
5 PM - 8 PM
Reservations: 1-877-970-8090

Hot Springs are open daily from 10 am until 9:30 pm
Springs Dining Room is open daily from 7:00 am - 9:30 pm
Reservations always appreciated.
1-800-668-1171 or 250-229-4212
www.hotnaturally.com
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Nakusp Midget Rep Falcons secure West Kootenay banner

The Nakusp Midget Rep Falcons
will proudly be hanging one more
banner at the Nakusp and District Sports
Complex. For the second year in a row,
the talented Tier 4 team has proven to
be the best in the Tier 3, West Kootenay
League.
The team completed their final two
league games on February 11 and 12
when they played host to Grand Forks.
Grand Forks opened the scoring early

in the first period, but Nakusp would
tie the game with a goal from Jacob
Balske assisted by defencemen Damin
Devlin and Levi Cordingley. Late in
the first, Grand Forks would get the
go-ahead goal, but 30 seconds later
Ryan Bateman tied the game with the
assists going to Nathyn McInnes and
Zach Friedenberger. Grand Forks would
again get the lead goal and the first period
ended with the Falcons being behind in

the 3-2 game. The second period saw
both goaltenders being tough, but with
44 seconds left in the second period,
Jacob Balske would tie the game 3-3,
putting his second puck in the net with
the assists going to Dylan Hascarl and
Max McCoy. The Falcons took total
control of the third period, scoring five
goals: Cordingley (unassisted), McCoy
(Cordingley, Devlin), Devlin (McInnes,
Balske), Hascarl (McInnes) and Hascarl

(Devlin, Cordingley). Late in the third,
Grand Forks managed to slip one more
past goaltender Josh Rivers. Falcons
won the game 8-4 and secured two more
league points.
On Sunday, the two teams hit the
ice once more. Grand Forks again
opened the scoring, but Nakusp would
gain the lead with two quick goals by
Friedenberger (Connor Reimer) and
McCoy (Devlin, Cordingley). Grand

Forks would tie the game late in the
second. Early in the third, team captain
Ryan Bateman would get the go-ahead
goal assisted by Balske and Hascarl.
Falcons followed that up with three
more goals by Hascarl (unassisted),
Friedenberger (McInnes, Reimer), and
Bateman (Devlin, Cordingley). Falcons
tallied two more points, finishing one
point ahead of the Nelson Leafs to win
the West Kootenay banner.

submitted
Three Lucerne Secondary School
students will perform in a Summit
Strings concert on Sunday, February 26
to raise money for a cultural trip to Cuba.
The concert takes place at the Silverton
Gallery at 2 pm.
Summit Strings is a chamber trio
comprised of Danika Hammond and
Sophie Burkholder on violin, and
Noah Burkholder on viola. The three
talented string students are all products
of the local Suzuki music program and
have been playing together since they
were youngsters. They have spent the
past several months preparing a wide
selection of new tunes for this concert.

The students took a large role in selecting
the music for their program, aided by the
music-arranging efforts of their coach,
Miranda Hughes.
All three young musicians also sing
with Nelson’s Corazón Vocal Ensemble,
a youth choir directed by Allison Girvan.
Senior members of the choir, including
Danika and Noah, were offered the
opportunity to participate in a tour of
Cuba in April and May of this year.
Their Summit Strings performance this
weekend will help fund their travel costs.
Corazón Choir has a strong world
music focus, with a repertoire in many
languages and drawn from many
cultures. The trip to Cuba will allow them

to expand their horizons even further. In
Cuba, Corazón will be participating in
joint concerts and workshops, and taking
part in cultural and social events which
ordinary visitors do not normally have
access to. Local fans of Corazón will
be happy to hear that the choir will be
returning to the valley for a performance
at the end of April, just prior to their
departure for Cuba.
At their fundraising concert, Summit
Strings will be performing works from
Bach to the Beatles, from Gypsy music
to fiddle tunes to Latin tango inspired
tunes. They’ll also be talking about their
music and about the trip to Cuba, and
serving Cuban-inspired appetizers and

drinks. The performance is being held
Sunday February 26 at the Silverton
Gallery at 2 pm. Tickets are $10 and are

available from the performers, or at the
door. To reserve tickets you may call
358-2282.

by Jan McMurray
There’s a new guy in charge of
the Nakusp and New Denver RCMP
detachments.
Corporal Ryan Fehler has recently
taken over the helm from Corporal
Bryson Hill, who has moved on to
the West Shore RCMP detachment on
Vancouver Island.
Fehler started his RCMP career
in Williams Lake, where he was on
general duty before taking on plain
clothes duties. He then transferred to
Burns Lake, where he was Operations

NCO and one of two corporals for a
few years.
Before becoming an RCMP officer,
Fehler tried on carpentry and then
business and accountancy. “I like to
think of myself as well rounded,” he
said with a chuckle. “I tried a few things
before moving into an RCMP career,
and I haven’t looked back.”
Corporal Fehler has been in the
RCMP service for about nine years. He
commented that some of the constables
working out of the Nakusp and New
Denver detachments have quite a few
more years under their belts than he has.

As for the community of Nakusp,
Corporal Fehler says he has really
enjoyed living here so far. He has
played a lot of hockey, and his son
is in the Minor Hockey league. “I’m
looking forward to getting involved in
the community,” he said.
He added that Constable Tim

McDonald is scheduled to move on
this year, but Constables Paul Tithecott
and Mark Macauley are staying on for
a while yet.
A new detachment performance
plan will be released soon, he said,
for the Kootenay Boundary Regional
detachment. He indicated that the

plan tries to address the needs of each
community as best it can. Fehler agreed
to get together with Nakusp council
soon to discuss community issues. He
has already met with the mayors of
Nakusp, New Denver, Silverton and
Slocan and has discussed community
priorities with each of them.

submitted
Yuval Hager, a software developer
working in Slocan City for IBM
(International Business Machines), has
secured a $1,000 IBM grant for the
Slocan Community Library. The grant
will be used to renovate the library’s
foyer, turning that under-used space
into a media centre housing the library’s
growing collection of videos, DVDs,
CDs and ‘talking books.’
Yuval, wife Naama and their three

daughters arrived in Slocan from Israel
in 2010, and recently welcomed the birth
of their son. Yuval has volunteered at the
Slocan Library almost since their arrival,
installing and maintaining the library’s
catalogue software, and he is currently
developing the library’s website. (You
can browse the catalogue at www.
slocanlibrary.ca).
IBM’s corporate policy encourages
employees to volunteer in their local
communities, and offers monetary

incentives for doing so. Yuval applied
to IBM’s ‘Community Grants Program’
after completing 100 hours of volunteer
work for the library. With the assistance
of Joanne Ellis, Executive Director
of WE Graham Community Service
Society (WEGCSS) and a Slocan
Community Library committee member,
and help from committee member Stu
MacCuaig, IBM’s requirements were
met and the grant application was
completed – and it was successful.

submitted by Kiara Lynch for
Kootenay Lake Archives
Don’t miss the premiere screening of
‘Kaslo Voices’ at the Langham Theatre
at 3 pm on Saturday, February 25 as part
of the Village of Kaslo’s programming
for Heritage Week.
In 1985, the Kootenay Voices Video
Project, created by Bernadette Lynch and
Ed Bamiling, produced a collection of
video and audio tapes of interviews with
elderly residents of Kaslo. Most of these
residents were pioneers to the area and

all of them except one are now deceased.
The interviews provide a unique record
of early settlement to the area.
Due to a strike at Shaw Cable in the
late ’80s, the project was not completed.
Ever since 1989, the unedited material
remained lodged at the Kootenay
Lake Archives. A couple of years
ago, Bernadette’s niece, Kiara Lynch,
resurrected the project and recruited
local video editor, Ted Fitzgerald (Clear
Blue Sky). With the help of his assistant,
Kevin Stanway, the support of Elizabeth
Scarlett, volunteer archivist at the
Kootenay Lake Archives, the expertise of
TMTV Video Lab in Balfour, and thanks
to funding from the Columbia Kootenay
Cultural Alliance, the Community Fund
of North Kootenay Lake and the History
Digitization Program (Irving K. Barber
Learning Centre, UBC), the interviews
have been digitized and the project has
been brought to fruition.
The 45-minute documentary is
narrated by Tom Thomson. It features

archival photos of Kaslo and area as well
as clips from the original 1985 video
interviews of Earnie Augustine, Andy
Jardine, Ted Allen, Ross Whitaker, Pearl
Abey, Lil McDougal, Kathleen Elder,
Clay and Tony Taylor, Sam Cavanagh
and Russ Fletcher. DVD copies of the
documentary will be distributed to the
Kootenay Lake Archives, the Kaslo
Public Library, the Lardeau Valley
Historical Society, Jewett School and
JV Humphries School. The 12 hours of
audio interviews (converted into digital
files on 15 separate CDs) featuring the
voices of Elizabeth Cheyne, George
Palmer, Elizabeth Giegerich, Craig Weir,
Jack Morris, Pearl Abey, Roy Green,
Andy Jardine, Betty Olsen, Katherine
Elder, Jack Mathews, Earnie Augustine,
Lil McDougal, Jack Humphries and
Ring Huggins will be available to the
public immediately at the Kootenay
Lake Archives (basement of the Kemball
building) and will soon be available on
the KL Archives website.

Youth to perform in support of musical trip to Cuba

Summit Strings, a trio of New Denver youth – Danika Hammond, Sophie Burkholder and Noah Burkholder, will
perform at the Silverton Gallery on February 26 at 2 pm to raise funds for their trip to Cuba with Corazon Choir.

New RCMP Corporal for Nakusp/New Denver detachments

UNITS FOR RENT – MARINE BUILDING
89 – 5TH AVENUE, NAKUSP
(1) Bedroom Apts. (2) Bedroom Apts.
Bachelor suites , Retail space.
Enquiries 778-206-0124

Slocan Community Library receives grant

‘Kaslo Voices’ premieres at the Langham
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Announcements

ANYONE INTERESTED in bringing
Kootenay Carshare Co-op to New Denver
/ Silverton? Please contact Susan Yurychuk
@ 6804, syurychuk@gmail.com.
Learn all about carshare at: http://www.
carsharecoop.ca/
CASTLEGAR GARDEN AND
NATURE FEST looking for vendors.
Saturday, May 19. Garden-related only
please. Contact: castlegargardenfest@shaw.
ca or 250-399-4439.
ATTENTION: THE CUPAND SAUCER
Cafe Silverton NEEDS ART! We would
like to book from now thru to the Fall.
8-week spots. 70/30 split to the Artist.
Please call: 250-358-2267.
NAKUSP AND AREA COMMUNITY
TRAILS SOCIETY (Nakusp ACTS) is
hosting the Meat Draw at the Legion each
Saturday in March. Please come out and
support us.

Business Opportunities

UNEMPLOYED and thinking of starting
your own business? Community Futures
offers the Self Employment grant, business
loans, counselling and training in the Arrow
& Slocan Lakes area. For more info leave

a message at 265-3674 ext. 201 or email
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

Card of Thanks

I WOULD LIKE TO EXPRESS our
sincere gratitude to Dr. Burkholder, Dr.
Magier, Dr. Skrenes, Home Care help and
all the wonderful, caring staff at the Pavilion
who have shown such kindness and loving
care to our wife and mother. We are all so
touched by the words, hugs, and cards of
condolences since Peggy’s passing. It helps
so much to know so many care. Thank you.
-Ron Magnuson and family

Coming Events

WANT TO GET INVOLVED in the
arts, have a voice in the running of a
gallery, connect with local artists? Alfa
Guild Gallery AGM 1pm, Feb. 26, 2012.
Arrow Lakes Archives Building, 92 7th
Ave. Nakusp.
TEXAS HOLD’EM TOURNAMENT
Saturday, February 25 at the Slocan Legion
Hall 502 Harold St. Slocan 6:30pm sharp.
Buy-in $30. Tickets at Mountain Valley
Station, Slocan or phone 250-355-2672
to reserve.
CASINO NIGHT March 17 at the Slocan
Legion Hall, 502 Harold St., Slocan. 5

CLASSIFIED ADS

pm Cocktails, 6 pm Casino, 7 pm Buffet.
Cost $15. Entertainment too! 8 pm more
Casino. Come & join the fun. Tickets at
Mountain Valley Station or phone 355-2672
to reserve. No minors please.
WOMEN CELEBRATING WOMEN
2012 - Women & Peace. Fri., March
16, Silverton Memorial Hall 7:30 pm.
Suggested donation: $10. Bring your drums
& dancing shoes!
SILVERTON GALLERY is hosting
the COMMUNITY MUSIC Program on
Sundays (6-8 pm). Learn music theory
and play a set of songs together as a group.
All levels of experience from kids (12+)
to adults. Bring your instrument (some
provided). Funded by CBT and Rec #6.
Free, however donations invited to keep the
program running. Summit Strings concert
Sunday, February 26 @ 2 pm $10.
HAND & SOUL WELLNESS CENTRE
presents: Awakening the Heart - Expressive
painting workshop on Saturday, February
25 (1-5 pm) $35. Family Constellations
workshop on Sunday, February 26 (9:304:30) $55. Call 358-2177 or soulgarden@
handandsoul.ca.

S I X - W E E K B E R E AV E M E N T
JOURNAL GROUP begins Thursday,
March 8 (12-1:30), facilitated by Sue
Mistretta, M.A. and Tanya Thompson,
B.S.W. $75. Call 358-2177.

For rent

SUITE FOR RENT – One mile from
Nakusp. On acreage. 3 bdr. Appliances.
Available. $700/month. 250-575-8867 or
250-265-4914.
WINLAW 3 BEDROOM newer home,
2 bathrooms, 1,500 sq. ft., appliances,
electric heat, beautiful view of Frog Peak.
40 minutes from Nelson, Castlegar, Trail.
Landlord references, no indoor pets, no
smoking. Available. $1,200 plus deposit.
250-265-0168. Sonja.
SPACIOUS 2 BDR APARTMENT in
Silverton available immediately. $750/
mo. Seeking quiet, responsible and nonsmoking tenants. Call 358-2177.
HOUSE FOR RENT in New Denver
Orchard. March 1. $600 + util. 403-7630925.
AVAILABLE FOR RENT IN NAKUSP
– M.H.P. 2010 Doublewide 2 bdr, 2 bath,
fridge, stove, dishwasher, $750/month.
Cozy 1-bdr cabin $480/month. Mobile
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home pads for rent – spacious lots, quiet
area. Boat & RV storage available. Phone
250-265-9909.
2-BDRM HOUSE, downtown Nakusp,
appl, hydro included, lake view, No SM, No
Pets, No Partying, References required, Sec.
Dep. $1,050.00 Available April 1 to the right
tenant. 250-265-1149 or 250-675-2661.
SHARED OFFICE SPACE available
in Winlaw at healing co-op. Long-term
preferred. Call 250-358-2177.

Health

FELDENKRAIS Awareness Through
Movement classes: *Nakusp *Winlaw. *
Relax * Release Tension * Relieve Pain
* Breathe Easier * Sleep Better * Tyson
250-226-6826 * thaitouch@yahoo.com.
YOGA AT THE DOMES - Monday
morning 9-10:30, THURSDAY afternoon
4:00-5:30. OPEN TO ALL LEVELS.
YOGA IN SILVERTON!!! Wednesdays
7 pm with Christopher, Sundays 10 am
with Anastasia at Hand & Soul. 3587773, lovingspirit@rocketmail.com.

Business Classifieds start at $10.00
Call 250-358-7218 for details

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

AUTOMOTIVE • SMALL MOTORS • MACHINE SHOP
and

Caribou Service
(250) 265-3191

24 Hr Towing and Recovery
Auto Repairs & Tires
Auto Parts

5549 Frontage Road
Burton, BC

COMPUTER
- Repairs
Palmer
- Upgrades
Computer - Consulting
Microsoft Certified
Services
Systems Engineer
Phone: 355-2235
ken@palmercomputerservices.com

• welding repairs • full service &
repair • licenced technician • radiator
repairs & service • mobile service
available • fast, friendly service

BCAA Towing

24 hour towing
1007 hwy 23, nakusp
ph: 265-4577

Nakusp 265-4406

USED GOODS

NAKUSP GLASS

The Donation Store

Main Street • New Denver
Open 10 am - 2 pm • Monday - Saturday
(depending on available volunteers)
Help us help you

Even little ads get noticed
in the Valley Voice

JEWELRY
Jo’s Jewelry

Custom Work and Repair in
Silver and Gold, by Appointment

358-2134

New Denver, Goldsmith Jo-Anne Barclay

201 Broadway
265-3252

SALES & SERVICE
98 - 1st Street, Nakusp • 265-4911
OPEN TUES - SAT
CHAINSAWS
TRIMMERS
• Stihl
• Stihl
• Husqvarna
• Husqvarna
MOWERS
SMALL ENGINES
• Husqvarna
• Tecumseh
• Toro • Snapper • Honda
• Lawnboy
• Briggs & Stratton

RECYCLING
MOUNTAIN VALLEY STATION
BOTTLE DEPOT
Slocan City • 355-2245
Open MON - SAT 9-5
Your “Bottle Drive” Specialists

The clear choice for
all your glass needs!

EQUIPMENT RENTAL

COLES RENTALS

HEATERS (PROPANE & ELECTRIC)
PLATE TAMPERS, JUMPING JACKS, REBAR BENDER
JACKHAMMERS, HAMMER DRILLS, CONCRETE
MIXERS, CONCRETE SAWS, TILECUTTERS,
BLOCKCUTTERS, SCAFFOLDING, FLOOR SANDERS,
NAILERS - ALL TYPES, LM ROTARY LAZER TRANSIT,
GENERATORS, WATER PUMPS, COMPRESSORS,
INSULATED TARPS, PRESSURE WASHERS, ROTO
TILLER, LAWN COMBER, AERATOR, PROPERTY PIN
LOCATOR, GAS POST HOLE DIGGER, CONCRETE
FLOOR GRINDER
...AND MUCH MORE!
PHONE 358-2632
1-888-358-2632

HEALTH • WELL-BEING • FITNESS • ENVIRONMENT
MASSAGE THERAPIES

Myofascial, Swedish, Lymphatic, Joint Play, Craniosacral,
Visceral, Somatoemotion, Chakras, Nutrition etc.
MTA rates (Low income consideration)
also MSP, WCB, ICBC & care plans
Garth R. Hunter, R.M.T.
Slocan Health Clinic - Thursdays

250-358-2364 • Mobile & Office

Spectrum Home & Family Care
Helping you maintain
YOUR lifesyle!
Free consultations
in the West Kootenay

250-265-3842
www.spectrumhomesupport.ca

Nakusp Taxi
250-265-8222
Pick up and Delivery

Let us get it for you
• Auto parts • Groceries
• Pharmacy • Cigarettes
• Take out food

Just let your local business know your needs
and we will deliver them to you.
Alcoholic beverages until 11:00 pm

The Copper Nail Boat Shop

The Kootenay’s Shipwright

• Custom boat work
• Marine mechanics
• Rigging and repairs
• Systems and electrical

250-355-0035

www.woodenboatshop.ca

HAIR
Ava’ s
Hair

Studio

OPEN YEAR-ROUND
358-7769

Far right entrance of the Wild Rose Restaurant in Rosebery

BREWING

Winlaw Brew-Op

Wine & Beer Making Kits
to satisfy all budgets!
Take-Home Kits, or Brew it with Us!
Open 11:00 to 6:00 Tues. to Sat.
5972 Cedar Creek Road, Winlaw • 226-7328

Hand & Soul Wellness Centre
Larry Zaleski, D.C. Chiropractor

Mondays & Fridays - Silverton • Every other Wednesday in Winlaw or Nakusp

Sue Mistretta, M.A., CCC Counsellor/Expressive Arts

358-2177

www.handandsoul.ca

Specialty Coffees, Teas,
U-Brews and Kits for Home
• Open Every Day

Nakusp

265-4701

CLASSIFIED ADS

18
Help Wanted

FAT FROG RESTAURANT will re-open
April 1. Looking for kitchen and wait staff.
Call 250-505-8327 or email vincentobre@
gmail.com.
INTERESTED IN SERVING on the
Slocan Valley Economic Development
Commission? The SVEDC currently has
a vacancy for a Village of New Denver
resident, for a two-year term. Interested
individuals please contact the Village
Office no later than 4 pm on Thursday,
March 8, 2012.
VALLEY VIEW GOLF CLUB is now
accepting resumes for part time clubhouse
staff for the 2012 season. Looking for a
professional, independent and reliable team
player with customer service skills. Send
resume to Box 57,Winlaw, BC V0G 2J0
or email to golfvalleyview@hotmail.com.
LOOKING FOR SOMEONE to do
respite in their home one or two weekends
a month for an adult male with disabilities
in the New Denver/Silverton area. Please
contact: KSCL, 2224 Sixth Ave., Castlegar,
BC V1N 2V0.

Lost

PAIR OF EYEGLASSES – black wire
frames, rectangular. Call 358-7218.

Mobile Home

1996 2 BDRM PLUS ADDITION. 5
appliances, vaulted ceiling, sunken living
room, large deck. Excellent condition.
Located in Nakusp MHP near golf course.
Covered storage available for RV and/or
boat. View at www.bchomesforsale.com/
view/nakusp/harold or call 250-265-1730.

Notices

FOR INFORMATION ON AA OR
ALANON MEETINGS contact in New
Denver: 358-7904 or 358-7158; Nakusp
265-4924; Kaslo 353-2658; Slocan 3552805; South Slocan 226-7705.

Personal Classifieds start at $8.00

Missing Person

MISSING 19 YEAR OLD - Mitchell
Gallivan, 6’3”, dark brown hair, mild
mannered, soft spoken. Loves outdoors,
playing guitar. Interest in outdoor work,
communal farm. Missing since October.
Family want to know he’s OK. Diana &
Don Gallivan 604 221-0737 Gallivan@
Shaw.ca

Real Estate

PROPERTY FOR SALE by owner.
.52 acre, fully serviced, top soil and
equipment for construction available.
Rosebery – property borders provincial
park. Temporary living quarters in place.
Asking $98,500. Call Ron 250-358-2389.
8.33 ACRES SILVERTON – Quaint studio
starter cabin on Red Mtn. Rd. with hydro,
propane and telephone hooked up and a
water plan in place. Building location with
views for larger home, a solid investment
in area that promises opportunities for
adventurers and nature lovers to enjoy all
the activities the Slocan Valley has to offer.
Priced to sell at $239,500. Call 250-3582655 for details.
20 ACRES - SILVERTON What a great
spot to call home! Just minutes from town
on a public road with power and telephone.
This property backs on to crown land to
really ensure your privacy. There’s a water
license in place so you’re ready to build this
spring. Priced to sell at $150,000. Larry @
Landquest Realty 250-513-2733.

Call 250-358-7218 for details

Rental Wanted

SARAH, MARK AND SEQUOIA
JEFFREYS are looking for a home to
rent in the Slocan Valley this summer.
Ideally, we’d like to rent from early May to
late August, but we are open to any shorter
arrangements that are at least two months
long within that time-frame. Please email
us at markjeffreys@yahoo.com or phone us
at (801) 910-1532.
PROFESSIONAL COUPLE with infant
and gentle dog seeking small, affordable
short-term accommodation in region till
June. Partially furnished with laundry
machine preferred but not mandatory. Carl
250-551-4065.
WANTED – HOUSE TO RENT for
April 1 in Nakusp, 3 or 4 bedrooms with
appliances N/S, family of 5 with 1 dog
relocating from Vancouver Island. Please
contact ASAP 250-339-2737 or email
oshunscent@yahoo.ca.

Services

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
SEPTIC TANK CLEANING: “Serving
the Valley” 7 days/wk, 24-hr. All-Around
Septic Services, Don Brown (250) 3543644, emergency 352-5676.
ROGAN ELECTRIC Residential,
commercial, industrial wiring. Local
references available. All work guaranteed.
“We get the job done.” 353-9638.
PETER’S WINDOWS & DOORS – Sales
and installations. Energy efficient vinyl and
wood windows. Renovations/upgrades of
wooden and metal windows and doors.
Peter Demoskoff 250-399-0079.
GERRY CONWAY – Journeyman
carpenter/builder. 250-265-3163.
FRUIT TREE PRUNING plus cleanup and removal, January to March only.
All fruit and ornamental trees. Nakusp,
Burton, Fauquier, Edgewood areas. Ray
250-269-7324.

The Valley Voice February 22, 2012
HOUSE-SITTER AVAILABLE July/
Aug/Sept. Active 70 year old, retired
teacher, good with plants, dogs, (no cats),
own car, seeks 2 to 6 week post in Nakusp
area. cathh1@gmail.com.

Wanted

UKELELE WANTED - I would very
much like to borrow a ukelele from
someone for a while to practice up for an
audition. It can be a regular one or a tenor.
Please call me at 250-358-7985. Thanks,
Andrew Rhodes.

Slocan Valley Recreation

TRAVEL TALK: One off in India
with Randi Fjeldseth. Slocan Park
Hall. Thurs., Feb. 23. 7pm. By Donation.
Seed Exchange Slocan Park Hall. Sun.
March 4th. 1-4 pm. By Donation.
Spring Bike Tune-up with Kori Doty.
Crescent Valley Hall. Sat., March 10,
1-4 pm. $33.
Emergency First Aid - Slocan Park Hall.
Sun., March 11, 8:30 am-4:30 pm. $95.

Call 226-0008 to register
Obituaries

WINONA MARIE GORDON
Born October 15, 1932 in Estevan,
Saskatchewan. Died February 3, 2012 in
Robson, BC. Nonie (Winona) was born in
Estevan, Saskatchewan, then the Edwardson
family moved to Deer Park where the
family had a farm and provided wood to

the steamships on the Arrow Lakes. From
there the family moved to Silverton, where
Nonie married Kenneth Walter Gordon and
remained in Silverton except for a short period
of time when the family lived in Pine Point,
NWT, and then returned to Silverton.
Nonie loved golfing and all that is
associated with golf. She was a lifetime
member of the Slocan Lake Golf Club. She
enjoyed the competition and won many
trophies for low gross in tournaments,
including the Women’s West Kootenay
Championship. She was thrilled to watch
the younger generation join the club and
participate in the club events. She worked at a
variety of occupations prior to getting married
and having children, then decided it was time
to join the paid workforce again, first at the
New Denver hospital, then Produce Manager
at the Shop Easy, and after completing some
accounting courses became the Clerk at
the Forestry Office in New Denver, where
she remained until reorganization and her
retirement.
Nonie is survived by her loving husband
Ken of 58 years, son Ken (Carol), daughter
Kerry (Mario Leal), daughter Julie Heichert
(Lee), 6 grandchildren, Kerry (Jessie), Ed
(Tanya), Tannice (Sean), Bob (Samantha),
Jacqueline (Jason), and Judd: 7 great
grandchildren, Brad, Keira, Brett, Logan,
Bryton, Devon and Tristan.
Predeceased by her brother Jack
Edwardson, aunt Laura Vass, sister Norma
O’Grady, and sister Laura Dewis. A memorial
service will be announced at a future date.
Special thanks to Dr. Diana Kelland, all of
the Arrow Lakes Hospital nurses and staff for
their caring and gentle attention, and all the
extra help during Nonie’s numerous visits. A
very special thanks to all of the Home Care
Nurses who always went beyond the call of
duty to ensure her health and comfort. The
family would like to thank all the family and
friends for their condolences.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN
COMPLETE SALES
SERVICE AND
INSTALLATION
YOUR VALLEY COMFORT AND BLAZE KING DEALER
SPECIALIZING IN WOOD/ELECTRIC, WOOD/OIL AND
WOOD/GAS COMBINATION FURNACES
Certified • Insured

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation
Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431
• Email cresbay@telus.net

Slocan City, BC • (250) 355-0088
website: www.kootenayfurnace.com
email: kfurnace@netidea.com

JEMS Propane Ltd. KF PowerVac
Installation and maintenance

Duct Cleaning & Duct Sanitizing
Local: 355-2485 • Toll-free: 1-888-652-0088
email: kfurnace@netidea.com

Safety, Service, Satisfaction

call Jim Berrill • (250) 359-5922

HALL LUMBER
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

Crescent Bay
Construction Ltd.
• Registered Septic System
designer and installer •
• Ready Mix Concrete •
• Lock Blocks • Drain Rock •
• Road Crush • Sand & Gravel •
• Dump Trucks • Excavator •
• Crusher • Coloured Concrete •
• Site Preparation •
Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
Ph. 265-4615 • vieirac@telus.net

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat
10 am to 5 pm
PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd.
Edgewood, BC

Indoor Garden
Supplies
Castlegar
250-304-2911

1730 Hwy 3, Selkirk Spring Building
dan@canadiangardensupply.com

HARDWOOD
FLOORS ONLY

100% CANADIAN FLOORING
AT WHOLESALE
Prefinished, antique R. Oak - Maple
3 ¼ x ¾ $4.59/sf pallet – Import Eng
Prefinished $3.99/sf pallet
Bamboo – Cork from $2.99/sf
Glue Down
AT JUAN’S – 1503 Hwy 3A Thrums
250-399-6377 Mon-Sat 8:30 am-5 pm

Jim Pownall & Co.

peacock
collective

organic housekeeping

ueco friendly housekeepinguyard & garden maintenanceu
general labour workuWCB insured trade worker’s helper
upost renovation clean upuorganization & de-cluttering in
home or shopuhelping hand with carpentry & alternative
building projectsuhome check-ins and visit preparationsu
Gift Certificates available
Serving Nakusp Burton New Denver Silverton
reliable & fully insured

LOG & TIMBER FRAME HOMES
New Denver • BC
250-358-2566
jpownall@telus.net

Sondra Krajewski

Ted’s New & ReNew

Residential & Commercial Projects
Journeyman Floorcovering Installer

carpet • lino • hardwood • cork • laminate • tile
Property Maintenance & Management
Carpet & Upholstery¶
Cleaning

Phone 250-265-6809

ACCOMMODATIONS

250.265.8479

www.peacockcollective.ca

FOR ALL YOUR
PROPANE NEEDS
365-9958
1-800-471-5630

Your local bulk dealer & service centre

J.C. Roofing Company

For all your roofing needs
Serving the Arrow and Slocan Lakes
16 years of professional installations
WCB • All work fully guaranteed
We also install Soffit and Vinyl Siding

For your free estimate, Call
Curtis Roe at 250-265-9087

Even little ads get noticed
in the Valley Voice
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Obituaries

Margaret Frances (Peggy) Magnuson,
age 82, a long-time resident of New Denver,
passed away on Monday, February 13, 2012
in the New Denver Pavilion. She was born
in Winnipeg, Manitoba in 1929, the eldest
child of Sam and Nellie Johns. Married to
Ron in 1951, they had just celebrated 60
years together. Mother to Garnet, Kevin,
and Colin. Grandmother to Eleanor, Jamie,
Leandra, Brian, Michelle.
Peggy loved and cared greatly for all her
friends and always had a smile and a kind
word for them.
She requested no funeral or flowers.
Donations in her memory may be made
to the Slocan Community Health Centre
Auxiliary Society or the Hospice Society.
If I be the first to die
Let grief not blacken long your sky
Be bold yet modest in your grieving
There is a change but not a leaving

For just as death is part of life
The dead live on forever in the living
And all the gathered riches of our journey
The moments shared, the mysteries explored
The steady layering of intimacy stored
The things that made us laugh or weep
or sing
The joy of sunlit snow or first unfurling of
the spring
The wordless language of look and touch
The knowing
Each giving and each taking
These are not flowers that fade
Nor trees that fall and crumble
Nor are they stone
For even stone cannot the wind and rain
withstand
And mighty mountain peaks in time reduce
to sand
What we were, we are
What we had, we have
A conjoined past imperishably present
So when you walk the woods where once
we walked together
And scan in vain the dappled bank beside
you for my shadow
Or pause where we always did upon the hill
to gaze across the land
And spotting something, reach by habit
for my hand
And finding none, feel sorrow start to steal
upon you,
Be still
Close your eyes
Breathe
Listen for my footfall in your heart
I am not gone but merely walk within you

CLASSIFIED ADS

GAIL VALLIERE
August 19, 1940 – February 17, 2012
It is with immense sadness and the heaviest
of hearts that we announce the end of a life
well lived.
On Friday, February 17, 2012, in the
presence of her ever faithful husband, only
son and three grandchildren, Gail Valliere
of Slocan, BC continued her journey with
her Heavenly Father.
Originally from Nova Scotia, Gail
bravely made the move out west at the age
of 21, settling in Slocan, where she met her
true love Wilf, uniting in marriage on July
4, 1969. On June 22, 1978 they welcomed
their only child, Andrew.
From a very young age, Gail
continuously defeated the many challenges
she was faced with due to her diagnosis
with muscular dystrophy. Not expected
to live into her 30s, the Lord gave her the

strength and determination to surpass the
doctor’s expectations by more than 40
years. As a true child of God, Gail faced
each new day as a gift, always expressing
how grateful she was for what she was
given: a wonderful husband who loved
her wholeheartedly, always ensuring her
every need was met, a son who learned
from her example and a granddaughter
with a heart just as tender as hers. Gail was
thrilled when Andrew got married, gaining
a daughter-in-law with two children who
she adored and loved as her own. Over the
years, Gail was blessed by amazing and
extraordinary people, making beautiful
life-long friendships. Her encouragements,
generous heart and kindness will be sorely
missed by all who were so lucky to have
her in their lives. The way Gail lived her
life was a true testimony of a Christian – if
we could all live by her example the world
would be a better place! Gail will forever
be remembered by her husband Wilfrid,
son Andrew, daughter-in-law Joelle and
grandchildren Taylor, Dion and Dania.
Also left to cherish warm memories of
Gail are her brother Burke, sisters Shirley
and Vivian and their families, as well as
by many extended family members and
an incredible amount of close friends. Gail
was predeceased by her parents Ralph and
Ivy Miller. As Gail wished, cremation has
taken place. A memorial service to honour
Gail’s beautiful life will be announced at
a later date.
Online condolences may be expressed
at www.thompsonfs.ca
Funeral arrangements are under the
direction of Thompson Funeral Service Ltd.
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Next Valley Voice
Deadline:
March 2,
2012

Certified Electrical
Contractor
Fully Licenced &
Insured
office
(250) 358-2479
mobile
(250) 551-8463 (TIME)
jacob@onetimeelectrical.com
www.onetimeelectrical.com

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

RESTAURANT/BAKERY

N

Lemon Creek
Lodge & Campground

ick’s
lace

P

FALL HOURS
9 am - 9 PM
OPEN EVERY DAY, EXCEPT TUESDAY & WEDNESDAY

QUALITY PIZZA anytime!
265-4880
Air Conditioned
Non-Smoking

93-5th Ave.

Nakusp

Rory’s on Main
Licensed Restaurant • New Denver

Check out www.rorysonmain.com for our
weekly specials, menu, hours & contact info

For Reservations: 250-358-2449

Year-round facility
Licensed Restaurant
Open Thurs - Sun
5 PM - 8 PM
Reservations: 1-877-970-8090

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BAKERY
Shirley Kosiancic
Realtor

Mountainview Realty Ltd.
412 Broadway St. Nakusp, BC V0G 1S0
Bus 250-265-2111
Fax 250-265-3842
Cell 250-265-8040
shirley@century21nakusp.com • www.century21nakusp.com

• Health Products, healing sessions
• New Age cards & books
• Sensual products¶ ¶
¶

¶

¶

320 Broadway St. Nakusp		 265-3188

422 Front Street • Kaslo, BC
1-250-353-2594

1007 Josephine St. (Box 298), New Denver
Ph. 358-2435 essay@direct.ca Fax 358-2607

Soup, Stews, Meat Pies, Treats and Great Coffee

Silverton, BC • 358-2267

RECREATION

Apple Tree
Sandwich Shop
The

Soup, Sandwiches & Desserts
358-2691
Mon. - Fri. 7 A.M. - 4 P.M.
Sat. 11 A.M. - 4 P.M.

Your Slocan Valley Specialist

Passmore
Laboratory Ltd.

Water Testing • Flow Measurements
CAEAL certified to test drinking water
We’re in the Valley at: 1-250-226-7339
Jennifer & Tony Yeow passlab@xplornet.com

Slocan Village Market
Groceries, fresh produce, fresh meat,
Agency Liquor, organic foods,
in-store deli, in-store bakery.

For all your
insurance
needs
HUB
INTERNATIONAL
265-3631
Barton INSURANCE
1-800-665-6010

Open 7 days/week, 9 am - 8 pm

Slocan, BC • ph:355-2211 • fax: 355-2216

Custom Cutting & Sausage
Making, Curing & Smoking of
Bacons & Hams
Mobile BBQ Services & Hog
Roaster Rentals
• Christmas Tree Sales •
www.legendarymeats.ca
Phone/Fax: 250-226-7803
2826 Hwy 6 • Slocan Park

100% organic sourdough
bread baked in a
traditional wood-fired
bread oven
Available at Rutabaga’s, New Denver •
Slocan Village Market, Slocan
• Gaia Tree, Winlaw

Monday - Saturday 8:00-4:00

Legendary Meats

Natural Food Store

CUSTOM CARDS • BROCHURES • CALENDARS • NEWSLETTERS

The Cup and
Saucer Café

GROCERY • HEALTH FOOD

Re-Awakening
Health Centre

Colour/B&W Laser Printing/Copying • Digital Photography
Word processing • Scanning • Faxing • Binding • Laminating

CLOTHING
Men’s & Ladies Clothing

The Clothes Hanger
400 Front St • Kaslo • 250-353-9688

THE RIDE SAYS IT ALL

Ph: 359-7111 Fax: 359-7587
www.playmorpower.com

Playmor Junction Hwy 6 & 3A
1043 Playmor

BROKERS

HALLS

MEMORIAL
HALL

Weddings, Parties, Reunions,
Concerts, Funerals, Meetings

To book call Sue: 250-358-2711

www.jonesboysboats.com
Ainsworth, British Columbia
4080 Hwy 31 N
Call: 1-877-552-6287
(250) 353-2550 Fax (250) 353-2911

HARBERCRAFT

COMMUNITY
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North Valley Mountain Film Festival 2012 announces diverse lineup
submitted
It takes a special kind of person
to climb and ski two million vertical
feet in 266 days. Revelstoke-based ski
mountaineer Greg Hill will be dropping
by as a special guest presenter at the
sixth annual North Valley Mountain
Film Festival on Saturday, March 3 in
New Denver. One of the world’s most
accomplished ski-touring endurance
athletes, Hill shares his tale about
this ultimate achievement in 2010. In
addition, the festival promises another
amazing lineup of mostly local films
and photography that will inspire and
awe the audience.
The festival audience will find local
flavour in films such as ‘Crossing Over:
The Art of Jeremy Down.’ This beautiful
film by Mike Bernard is a remarkable
account of a local artist’s near drowning
experience on Slocan Lake and how
it changed his perspective on his art
and his life. Local youth and up-andcoming videographers Yoan ShandroGosselin (‘Young and at ‘Er’) and Quade
Nicholson-Chodat (‘Snow Daze’) will

debut their ski films.
An alumni presenter this year
includes kayaking film guru Carl Jacks,
who returns with the world premier of
‘Deep Runs the Canyon,’ the culmination
of his efforts to document our local
canyons in an attempt to prevent them
from becoming hydroelectric projects.
Audience members will look forward to
two wildlife photography presentations:
one by festival favourite, Jim Lawrence,
returning with ‘Kootenay Wild II,’
and a second by local presenter Jesse
Schpakowski.
Mountain biking is well-represented
in the lineup this year as New Denver
resident Gary Parkstrom presents
‘Songlines’ - a film that highlights
the riding of local Councillor Nadine
Raynolds through Idaho, Oregon and
Washington. Jesse Schpakowski brings
us a second slideshow featuring the
talents of New Denver mountain bikers
Atli and Rylan Bokstrom, Max Bonazo
and another local Councillor, Dave
Hodsall.
Three more diverse films include:

‘Surge Freerun’ by Liam Barnes, a
high-energy tour through Rossland
featuring two parkour athletes; ‘Mt
Assiniboine,’ a mountain heritage film
by Juerg Martig; and ‘Our Bus’ by
Burton resident JoAnne Alaric, a funny
yet poignant look at living in a remote
mountain community.
Tickets for the festival can be
purchased at Silverton Building Supplies

and Rutabaga’s in New Denver. The
event typically sells out, so get your
tickets in advance ($5 to $15 sliding
scale; children under 10 are free).
This year’s event is a fundraiser for
the North Slocan Trails Society, so
proceeds from ticket sales will benefit
local trails. In addition, a raffle will be
held, and popcorn, pizza and goodies
by Christopher Love will be available

at the concession.
There will also be a Viewers’ Choice
Award this year. Don’t forget to vote for
your favourite movies.
The North Valley Mountain Film
Festival organizing committee thanks
everyone for their submissions this year,
and the community for their interest and
support. Doors open at 6:30 pm and the
show starts at 7 pm.

submitted
After many years of looking for
a new home for the Kootenay Co-op,
the search is finally over! The co-op
has entered into a contract to purchase
the property at 708 Vernon Street
(currently Extra Foods).
Initially, the co-op was negotiating
to lease the property, but purchasing
became a much more desirable option
for the long term. They will take
possession on June 1, 2012 and
will spend the next several months
working through how to best develop
the new property. After bursting at
the seams for many years, this new
more spacious location will facilitate
the expansion of lots of new products
and services.
“We appreciate that this is an
incredible opportunity for our co-op,
the City of Nelson and our entire
region,” said Deirdrie Lang, the
co-op’s general manager. “We are
committed to ensuring that we make
the best decisions for our member-

owners and the larger community and
will keep our membership informed as
we move through this process.”
Russell Precious, project manager
for the co-op’s redevelopment, believes
the location provides a range of options
and responsibilities for the co-op. “We
appreciate that this important site in the
downtown core gives us the obligation
to optimize its development for the
benefit of the entire community,” says
Precious.
While the move will bring much
needed changes, the heart of the
business will still be front and centre,
confirms co-op board president,
Abra Brynne. “We are committed to
ensuring that the co-op’s best qualities,
the things the members love about the
co-op, and the dedicated and amazing
staff, will move with us to our new
home. No matter how large we get,
we will continue to be grounded in our
principles and mission statement as a
co-operative, serving our members and
the community,” says Brynne.

If you are one of the 10,362 member
owners and want to know how you can
be involved in this process, your first
opportunity for involvement will be
to attend the special general meeting
to be held on Monday, March 19 at 7
pm at the Best Western Baker Street
Inn. There will be a special resolution
to put to the membership regarding
the use of its financial reserves. Future
opportunities for member involvement
will be determined through the
planning process. The co-op will
continue to communicate with the
membership as they go. The best way
to get up-to-the-minute information
on this and all co-op activities is to
sign on to receive the Enews from
the homepage of www.kootenay.
coop, as well as regular updates in the
newsletter and on Facebook.
For more information, contact
Russell Precious, project manager at
pm@kootenay.coop or Jocelyn Carver,
marketing and outreach manager at
marketing@kootenay.coop.

submitted
Lots of snow fell in January on the
trails groomed by the Hills Nordic Ski
Club. Although icy snow conditions
followed, the ski club was able to
effectively groom this kind of snow
for the first time ever using its new
Ginzu Groomer and compaction drag.
Purchasing this equipment was made
possible by grants from the Kootenay
Savings Community Foundation and
the Columbia Basin Trust Community
Initiatives Program (with funding
from Area H, and the Villages of New
Denver and Silverton).
The Jackrabbit and Bunnyrabbit
ski programs are well attended by

children from Nakusp, Hills, New
Denver and Silverton. Some of the 19
kids in the program will be attending
local Kootenay area cross-country ski
races later this month and in March.
The Hills Recreation Society has
generously covered the ski program
fees for the kids this year, and has
partnered with the club in previous
years to cover some of the grooming
costs for a five-kilometre section
of the Rail Trail in Hills. Volunteer
members have donated their time
to clearing and grooming trails, and
running youth ski programs.
Though Hills Nordic is small,
it has a positive impact on the area

community and its vibrancy. Along
with the Summit Lake Ski Area, it is
helping kids to develop life-long skills
and to love winter.
After one of the Jackrabbit
classes, two parents and a troop of
kids skied around in heavy powder
jiggling and shaking snow out of big
trees. The kids thoroughly enjoyed
the snow dumps on their heads. Ski
coach and HNSC board chair, Kip
Drobish, said, “This is what winter
and cross-country skiing are all about
– outdoor fun!”
For more information, call 3582660 or email hillsnordic@gmail.
com.

by Jan McMurray
A grand opening event was
held February 9 to celebrate the
re-opening of the Silverton arena.
The facility has been closed
since 2005 for renovations, so
the community is very happy to
see it back up and running. The
biggest change is that the wooden
walkway between the two curling
rinks has been removed – it is one

big rink now. Also, the sand floor
has been replaced with a cement
floor, the roof was replaced, the
walls were insulated, and some of
the lighting over the ice surface
was upgraded.
The Village of Silverton and
the Slocan Lake Arena Society
have collaborated to apply for
a grant under the provincial
Community Recreation Program

to do more work at the arena.
Rhonda Bouillet of the arena
society reports that the proposed
renovations will not require long
closures of the facility. The renos
include replacing the oil hot water
tank with electric, upgrading the
electrical, insulating and covering
the ceiling, and finishing the walls.
The arena is open for public
skating on Sundays from 2 to 4

submitted
Director Virginia Frobe and
producer Max C Frobe will be
heading for Sedona, Arizona in later
February where their documentary
on the Sinix’t, ‘We Are Not Extinct,’
created by four members of their
family, will screen twice during the
prestigious 10-day film festival.
The Frobe’s feature length
docudrama ‘The Sinix’t: Bringing

Home the Bones’ had its world
premiere at Nelson’s Capitol Theatre
in April 2010 and played to a full
house.
In its rebirth as ‘We Are Not
Extinct,’ all the documentary material
of its predecessor is retained, minus
the dramatic re-enactments. “We
ended up with a terse and emotional
54-minute film that is gaining festival
recognition and is bringing the Sinix’t

saga to international awareness,” says
director Virginia Frobe.
“And what a great time of year
for an expense paid trip to the desert
sunshine. The Sedona Festival is
famous for treating their film makers
like celebrities and I can handle that,”
claims producer Max Frobe.
Upon their return, ‘We Are Not
Extinct’ will screen locally as a
fundraiser for the Sinix’t.

Kootenay Co-op finds a new home

Hills Nordic Club and Ginzu Groomer in full swing

Silverton Arena grand opening held February 9

Local Sinix’t movie to screen at Sedona International Film Festival

