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Slocan Valley Community Forest celebrates 25-year licence
by Jan McMurray
The Slocan Valley Community
Forest is here to stay, and everyone is
invited to come and celebrate at the
Valley View Golf Course on Sunday,
February 12 from noon to 5 pm.
SIFCo (Slocan Integral Forestry
Co-op) has just been issued a
renewable 25-year licence to manage
the community forest, which covers
over 35,000 acres of Crown land in the
valley. The co-op has been managing
this land for the past four years on
a probationary licence, and for four
years prior, was working on the
community forest application process.
“It’s been an amazing journey,
and we want to invite everyone
to come celebrate with us,” said
Stephan Martineau, SIFCo manager.
“After eight years of work, we
have reached a major milestone
towards community control of our
watersheds and sustainable logging
practices – something certainly worth
celebrating!”
The event is a free, familyoriented Winter Celebration day. With
the participation of the Slocan Valley
Recreation Commission and Rails to
Trails, there will be a cross-country
ski track set and snowshoes available.
Between 1 and 2 pm, there will be a
short timed-start competition where
you can test your speed and grace on
your skis or snowshoes. During the
rest of the afternoon, the track will

Stephan Martineau, director and manager of
SIFCo, signs the 25-year licence.

be open for everyone’s use. A silent
auction will be held indoors with
a chance to win a custom concrete
bench generously donated by Molded
Stone of Winlaw.
For kids, there will be a shorter
timed race on skis starting at 12:30, a
small scavenger hunt on the property
starting at 2 pm, and tobogganing.
Inside the clubhouse, there will be

several interactive stations set up
for children of different ages where
everyone can learn about the forest
we live in.
There will also be free hot
chocolate and a bonfire all afternoon.
At 3 pm inside the clubhouse, there
will be a short welcome speech and
free cake to celebrate. The Valley
View clubhouse kitchen will be open

all day until 6:30 pm.
Over the past four years, the group
has done harvesting and silviculture
work, invasive plant management,
and fuel reduction projects in the
community forest tenure.
“We’ve created employment
and have been successful in
bringing in grants for the invasive
plant management and wildfire

interface management projects,”
said Martineau. “I think we’ve
demonstrated that all the different
perspectives that exist in the Slocan
Valley in relation to the way we
interface with the forest – that there’s
a possibility for all of us to work
together and create solutions that
can be embraced by everyone in the
long term.”

The Doctor is in the House! Dr. Fun returns to Silverton

Dr. Fun flew in from the hinterland to lay down the law of boogie for the 20th annual Silverton Winter Blues Boogie, still the primary fundraiser for the Lucerne preschool.
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Silver Ledge fire still a mystery after not guilty verdict
by Jan McMurray
Randolph Paul Hanoski was
found not guilty of burning down
the historic Silver Ledge Hotel in
Ainsworth.
“I find the accused not guilty
as the Crown has not proven this
case beyond a reasonable doubt,”
writes Justice Fabbro in his written
‘Reasons for Judgement’ document,
released January 26.
Justice Fabbro acknowledged
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“compelling reasons of motive and
opportunity” for Hanoski to have set
the June 3, 2010 fire that destroyed
the heritage hotel and the mobile
home on the property. However, the
Crown’s case against Hanoski was
based on circumstantial evidence,
and, Justice Fabbro wrote, “The
circumstantial evidence in this case
has crumbled badly.”
The Reasons for Judgement
document explains that in summer
2008, Hanoski and his partner at
the time, Cathy Brewer, purchased
the Silver Ledge property. Their
relationship ended before the fire.
Brewer took Hanoski to court
over control of the property. On
June 2, 2010, the court ordered that
Brewer have exclusive occupancy
of the property and that she put it up
for sale. Hanoski was to vacate by
noon on June 3, the day of the fire,
taking only his toothbrush, razor
and clothing – but his tools were to
remain on the property.
Hanoski’s motive, as argued by
the Crown, was to “punish” Brewer,
as he was upset over the breakup
of the relationship and his loss of
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control over the property. However,
the judge points out that setting the
fire would not be in Hanoski’s best
interest, as his tools were there and
he still owed money on the property
– and the property was not insured.
A witness testified that she saw
a man leaving the mobile home
the morning of the fire, but when
shown a photo lineup to identify
the man she saw, she did not choose
Hanoski’s photo. “This leaves open
the real possibility that the person
leaving the trailer under suspicious
circumstances was a person other
than the accused,” says Justice
Fabbro in his written verdict.
On June 3, after the fire, police
found Hanoski about 50 metres from
the Silver Ledge property, stepping
out from the trees on the lake side
of the highway. Police officers
reported no smell of smoke, fire or
gas on Hanoski as they transported
him to the Trail detachment to make

a statement.
Police testified that on the way
to Trail, Hanoski said, “I am really
upset the porch is gone, but my
emotions got the better of me. I
wanted to watch it burn; I was really
frustrated. I got drunk and then I got
angry.” The judge found that these
utterances were not an admission
of guilt, and could be interpreted
as upset at the destruction of the
property he co-owned.
Two fire inspections were done
– neither determined the cause of the
fire. Although both fire inspectors
smelled some sort of accelerant
in the trailer bathroom area, no
accelerant was found in the forensic
testing of the debris.
Hanoski’s boots were tested and
a substance was found on them that
could be an accelerant, but could
also be a footwear cleaning product.
Although Hanoski was seen the
night before the fire in the hotel, the

fire was found to have started in
the trailer and the Crown failed to
prove that Hanoski had access to the
trailer. During court proceedings,
Brewer said Hanoski was the only
one with a key to the trailer, but she
also said that she had changed the
locks and doorknobs and had not
given him a key.
A lighter was found in Hanoski’s
knapsack on June 4, the day after
the fire, while Hanoski was in
the cells at the Trail detachment.
However, there was no direct
evidence that the lighter was used
to light an accelerant and it was
never demonstrated that the lighter
was operable.
“It cannot be said on all the
evidence in this case that the
evidence is consistent with guilt and
inconsistent with any other rational
conclusion,” says Justice Fabbro
in his Reasons for Judgement
document.

submitted
Basin youth are invited to apply
to attend CONNECT, a free youth
action summit happening May
3-6 in Kimberley, BC. The theme
for the event is: Connecting with
Communities. Space is limited
to 100 spots for participants from
across the Basin. Applications are
being accepted now until February
29 at cbt.org/connect.
The summit will feature
engaging speakers, planning
sessions and networking
opportunities, all directed towards
assisting attendees in creating a day
of action in their own community.
“Led by the members of CBT’s
Youth Advisory Committee,

CONNECT promises to be
inspiring,” says Wayne Lundeberg,
CBT Director, Youth Initiatives.
“CBT looks forward to working
with Basin youth to empower them
to create meaningful action events
in their communities during the
month of May.”
Youth interested in journalism,
film and photography are invited
to apply to be a member of
CONNECT’s own Multimedia
Team. Chosen from qualified
applicants, these ten participants
will document the weekend, as well
as the community action events,
for a special CONNECT edition
of SCRATCH Magazine.
CBT works with youth and

communities to increase youth
opportunities and engagement
through enhancing capacity,
leadership and participation. CBT
supports youth and communities
through the Columbia Basin Youth
Grants program, Community
D i r e c t e d Yo u t h F u n d s a n d
volunteer service awards as well
as provides a forum for youth in
the Columbia Basin to share their
art, ideas and experiences with
each other through SCRATCH
magazine and www.scratchonline.
ca.
To learn more about CBT
programs and initiatives, visit
www.cbt.org or call 1-800-5058998.

CBT hosts youth action summit

Carol Gordon, CMC
Administrator

Columbia Basin Trust invites Basin youth to CONNECT: YOUTH ACTION SUMMIT being held in Kimberley May 3-6. Come to get inspired,
educated and empowered to create your day of action. In photo: Members of CBT’s Youth Advisory Committee.

Avalanche fatality near Kaslo
submitted
One man is dead after an
avalanche occurred on February 3
on Meadow Mountain near Kaslo.
The man was skiing with a
group from a local wilderness
skiing business when the avalanche
came down at about 11:30 am.
Members of the group managed
to get him out of the snow. They
performed CPR but were not able

to revive him. He was airlifted
to Kootenay Lake Hospital in
Nelson.
The three staff and five or six
other skiers in the group were not
injured.
The name of the deceased
is not being released, pending
notification of next of kin. The
BC Coroner’s Service and RCMP
are continuing their investigation.
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BC Utilities Commission faced with decision on BC Hydro smart meters
by Jan McMurray
Now that the complaint and the
responses have been filed, the BC
Utilities Commission (BCUC) must
decide whether or not BC Hydro has
to apply for a ‘Certificate of Public

Convenience and Necessity’ (CPCN)
for its smart meter program.
The Citizens for Safe Technology
filed a complaint with BCUC in
December, arguing that BC Hydro
must apply for a CPCN. The group

acknowledges that the Clean Energy
Act mandates BC Hydro to install
a smart meter system and exempts
the company from applying for a
certificate from BCUC. However,
the Citizens group claims that the

submitted
Citizens for Safe Technology
Society (CST) has launched a
Human Rights action against BC
Hydro, requesting accommodation of
individuals refusing a wireless smart
meter for health reasons.
“These are persons with a variety
of health concerns ranging from cancer
to heart problems, from seizures to
electrosensitivity, and who have medical
letters from their doctors requesting
BC Hydro accommodate their health
conditions by allowing an analogue
meter to remain,” said Una St. Clair, CST
Executive Director.
On January 19, the American
Academy of Environmental Medicine
(AAEM) made a submission to the
Public Utilities Commission of the State
of California, calling for an immediate
moratorium on the installation of

wireless smart meters. The board’s
opposition to smart meters is “based
on a scientific assessment of the
current medical literature.” Their letter
states: “Chronic exposure to wireless
radiofrequency radiation is a preventable
environmental hazard that is sufficiently
well documented to warrant immediate
preventative public health action.”
The AAEM claims that public
health standards are inadequate and
obsolete and cannot be used to protect
the public from chronic, low intensity
radiation exposures that raise credible
questions about genetic and cellular
effects, male fertility, blood/brain barrier
damage and increase in certain types of
cancers. The AAEM warn that children
are at heightened risk for “altered brain
development, and impaired learning and
behaviour” from such wireless exposure.
CST agrees with the AAEM that

physicians and medical experts have
an obligation to urge precaution when
sufficient scientific and medical evidence
suggests health risks. The group is calling
on physicians and medical experts in BC
to support public health and the Human
Rights action by recommending an
immediate moratorium on wireless
smart meter installation until these public
health issues are resolved. They ask that
physicians support patients seeking relief
from involuntary and forced exposure to
wireless smart meter emissions within
their homes by requesting that BC Hydro
accommodate them with an analogue
meter, without additional cost or penalty.
The emissions given off by wireless
smart meters have been classified
by the World Health Organization’s
International Research on Cancer
(WHO/IARC) as a possible human
carcinogen.

submitted
The Canadian FLIKS Festival
opens this Friday, February 10 at 7
pm with a special fundraiser for the
Kootenay Lake Skate Park Society –
the screening of ‘Highway Gospel,’
a raucous documentary expose of
three aging skateboarders and their
dedication to the culture of long
boarding .
Whether it’s bombing down hills
at over 100 kilometres per hour, just
inches from the ground, or spending
25 years and their life savings to keep
competing in the sport they love, these

guys are truly devoted – and a little
road rash or even open-heart surgery
are simply tests for the faithful.
Custom board designer Jody
‘Schnitzel’ Wilcock from Kimberley
is one of those men, and he will be at
this special fundraising screening for
the skate park.
Festival organizer Tamara
Smith has always wondered why
Nelson doesn’t have a skate park
yet, especially after her mother (and
caretaker of three very active grand
boys) was visiting from Ottawa. She
was amazed at the Slocan skate park

and wished there was one in Ottawa
for the boys. So when Smith saw
‘Highway Gospel,’ she asked the film’s
producer if FLIKS could screen the
film before its theatrical release, and
turned the event into a fundraiser for
Nelson’s skate park.
“I had to put my money where my
mouth was,” said Smith. “The skate
park is important, so 30 percent of the
profits will go to the park, and indie
film exhibition in Nelson is important
too, so the remaining profits will
support FLIKS’ ongoing exhibition of
great films like this.”
The festival also screens
‘Monsieur Lazhar,’ Canada’s Entry to
the Oscars, ‘Wiebo’s War,’ a fantastic
documentary about what happened
when the big gas companies started
drilling around Weibo Ludwig’s family
compound in Alberta, and Thom
Fitzgerald’s comedy ‘Cloudburst,’
starring Olympia Dukakis and Brenda
Fricker as aging lesbians fleeing the US
to Canada to get married.
Tickets for ‘Highway Gospel’ and
all other Canadian FLIKS Fest films
are at Otter Books in Nelson for $10.
Limited quantity full festival passes are
$30. All the film details, trailers and
ratings are at www.FLIKS.ca.

Human Rights complaint launched against BC Hydro

Canadian FLIKS Festival this weekend

The Canadian FLIKS Festival kicks off this Friday with ‘Highway Gospel,’ a film about devotion
to skateboarding. Claude preps his skate gear to compete in the Slalom skateboard world
championships in Goteborg, Sweden. His partner Mary-Beth waits anxiously in the background.

May Ann Waterfield R.M.T.
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wireless system and the ‘Domestic
Interface System’ chosen by BC
Hydro go beyond the scope of the
exemption afforded by the Clean
Energy Act.
BC Hydro’s response to the
complaint says there is no basis for
the argument that the BC Hydro smart
meter system exceeds the scope of
the legislation. The company says the
Citizens for Safe Technology would
have to validate its complaint by
proving that the legislature intended
the smart meter system to be wired
rather than wireless and to be without
the Domestic Interface System.
The Citizens for Safe Technology,
in their January 27 reply to BC
Hydro’s submission, state: “BC
Hydro repeatedly misconstrues the
complaint, mis-frames the issue
and mischaracterizes the test …”
They say they understand that BC
Hydro is entitled to the benefits of
the exemption, but assert that the
exemption is limited in scope.
The group argues that the
legislation sets out certain functional
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capabilities that the smart meter
system must have, and BC Hydro must
meet those functional capabilities, not
exceed them. “To the extent that
the utility expansion exceeds those
functional capabilities, it needs to
be certified by the BCUC,” states
the reply. The Citizens for Safe
Technology believe that the wireless
system and ‘Domestic Interface
System’ exceed the functional
capabilities as set out in the legislation.
The Citizens for Safe Technology,
incorporated as a society in 2008,
started up on the BC Lower Mainland.
Its Kootenay chapter consists of more
than 100 people. The group’s legal
counsel for the BCUC complaint is
Nelson lawyer, David Aaron.
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CRIMINAL & FAMILY LAW
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Northern
Gateway project

I think the Northern Gateway
project, with its proposed pipeline
and supertankers, is a great idea –
clean, economically profitable, and
environmentally friendly – provided
however that Stephen Harper can abolish
Murphy’s Law: anything that can go
wrong, will.
Remember the Titanic, Bhopal,
Chernobyl, the Exxon Valdez, the BP oil
spill in the Gulf of Mexico, the nuclear
reactor in Japan?
There is human error, equipment
malfunction, computer failure; there are
earthquakes, tsunamis, icebergs, extreme
weather conditions. And supertankers
create superspills.
It’s great to have jobs, money. But
when the fish and the birds die, when you
can’t drink the water and can’t breathe
the air and your kids die of cancer, is it
really worth it?
Elsje de Boer
Fauquier

Make positive
change in Canada

We, in Kaslo, want to alert all
who would work democratically for
change in our federal government of the
opportunity to vote for the new federal
NDP leader. On March 24, 2012, in
Toronto, New Democrats across Canada
will choose their new leader to replace
Jack Layton, who sadly died last August.
Eight candidates are running for
the position. Follow the leadership
debates on various topics across Canada
(available online Sunday January 29
10:00 am PST, February 12 11:00 PST,
February 26, March 4, and March 11 in
Vancouver). Pay special attention to the
candidacy of Nathan Cullen (MP from
BC Riding of Skeena Bulkley Valley)
who both former MLA Corky Evans,
and our MP Alex Atamanenko have
endorsed.
For an opportunity to vote you must
join the NDP by February 18, 2012 or
have renewed your membership since

February 18, 2011. For information
about how to join, how to vote, and for
information on the candidates and the
debates go to http://leadership2012.ndp.
ca/events/. We encourage you to take this
opportunity to make positive change in
our country.
“My friends, love is better than
anger. Hope is better than fear. Optimism
is better than despair. So let us be loving,
hopeful and optimistic. And we’ll change
the world.” Jack Layton, 1950-2011.
Karen Pidcock, Dirk Pidcock,
Elizabeth Scarlett, Bill Wells,
ML Thomson
Kaslo

Nakusp Music
Festival update

In response to comments, concerns
and rumours regarding the Nakusp
Music Festival, we would like to provide
this update on our situation.
Ticket sales in 2011 were down by
1200 tickets, affecting revenue not only
from tickets, but also from merchandise,
beer gardens, etc. This left us with a
huge deficit. It is difficult to define the
reason for the large decline in tickets –
competing festivals, economy, weather,
location, ferries.
In 2009 and 2010, we also lost
money but felt that the festival was
an integral part of our community, so
we struggled forward. During the past
months, our volunteer board has worked
diligently to find a way to repay our
creditors and to continue with the festival
for 2012.
One final effort in December/
January fell through and we, as a board,
made an extremely difficult decision
for the society not to proceed with the
2012 festival, specifically due to the
outstanding debt and lack of funds for
start-up costs.
With approximately 87 percent of
ticket sales and 75 percent of volunteers
coming from outside the Arrow Lakes
district, we realize the impact this will
have on Nakusp. It is our hope that a
2013 festival may be a reality that must
involve the community, other non-profit
and/or for-profit organizations. During
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our meeting in September with Nakusp
merchants, there were many ideas
brought forward, and, with continued
community support as was shown
during that meeting, we feel that Nakusp
can once again be host to a wonderful
tradition that so many people love.
We sincerely appreciate all of the
support, comments and emails we have
received.
The Board of Directors
Nakusp Roots Music Society

BACA on right
course for fixed link

We at the Beaton Arm Crossing
Association (BACA) feel that so far we
are right on course for a fixed link. We
have made good progress and there will
indeed be a new crossing. It will not be
on April 1 this year or for several years to
come. We are told that the BC Ministry
of Transportation has a five-year plan and
presently this crossing is not in that plan.
We are trying to change that.
As I write this, the ministry is
looking at our proposal and very shortly
they will tell us if our business case has
merit. If the answer is yes, we expect
the project will be put on some kind of
a plan and serious steps will be taken to
make it a reality – engineering studies,
environmental studies, First Nations
consultation, to mention a few. All
this will take time but the new ferry is
needed now.
We are saying that building the
fixed crossing today would cost the
same amount as building and running
the ferry for about 27 years. At the end
of the 27 years, the ferry will be ending
its life and would be costing around $18
million per year to operate by 2039. By
then it will have added at least 98,000
tonnes of carbon dioxide into the air plus
pollution from idling vehicles, and at
least 750,000 man hours will have been
wasted – there is at least 30 minutes of
wasted time for every person on a ferry
crossing, not counting missed sailings,
usually in the summer.
David Wilks, MP, tells us that
the new ferry will be built but at the
same time he is encouraging us to
keep working hard towards getting the
fixed crossing on the BC government’s
agenda. Furthermore, he is strongly
hinting that there may be federal money
available for this. He thinks a fixed
crossing is a great idea. So do MLAs Bill
Bennett, Norm MacDonald, and Katrine
Conroy. Oh, and so do 700 local people,
who support it in writing.
In our business case, the frontrunners
are options 7 and 8, estimated cost $218
million and $198 million respectively.
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Each has a causeway and bridge across
Beaton Arm. While Option 7 continues
to Revelstoke on the east side, Option 8
crosses the Columbia River at Sidmouth
and utilizes existing Hwy 23N. Visit
www.ArrowBACA.ca and read our
business case there.
Gene Nagy
Nakusp

Open letter to Prime
Minister Harper

You may want to read the report
David Hughes submitted (http://
thetyee.ca/Opinion/2012/01/12/
HughesReport/) concerning this
proposed pipeline. It seems that Enbridge
has come up with some projected
production figures for the tar sands
that are tremendously inflated in order
to justify building this boondoggle.
Actually, there are pipelines in place
already that could carry an increase of
100 percent above today’s levels.
Along with that, Eastern Canada
uses 780,000 barrels of oil per day,
importing it from the North Sea fields
(past its peak) and the middle east
(insecure source). There are pipelines in
place that could begin carrying bitumen
to Ontario. But the consensus of the
oil patch (and Jack Mintz, head of the
School of Public Policy at University of
Calgary) is that moving oil east doesn’t
make much economic sense. Read: less
profitable.
It points out the fact that Canada,
alone among her peers, lacks an energy
policy. Instead, what we have is your
sell-the-farm mentality to benefit
the oil industry at the expense of all
Canadians. Greg Stringham at the
Canadian Association of Petroleum
Producers agrees with Mintz. It’s all
about selling oil on the world market
and getting a better price for the
producers. (http://www.globalnews.
ca/alberta+oil/6442555401/story.
html)
Shipping bitumen from the tar sands
through the mountains of BC to Kitimat
in order to ship it to Asia, specifically
China, is not going to happen, for several
reasons: first, pushing this through comes
with higher political costs than you are
going to be willing to pay. Second, your
buddies in the oil patch know that this
pipeline is unnecessary. Third, the US is
going to take shipping oil to China very
badly. Are you using Northern Gateway
as a ploy to get Keystone XL approved?
Your government has evidently
declared environmentalists and
aborigines ‘adversaries’: you’ve got a lot
more adversaries than you think. There
are many Canadians who don’t want to

live in a ‘petro-state.’ Canada has already
changed for the worse since you came
along; your contempt for the welfare
of Canadians of every stripe is evident.
It’s clear that you want Canada to be a
‘little America’ with huge increases in
the military and prisons and huge cuts to
social programs. It would be remarkable
if your government actually came up
with an energy policy; it would seem
to go against everything you believe in.
Surprise us.
Harvey Armstrong
Kaslo

Did you catch
smart meter
program on KCR?

On the radio show (January 31,
noon, Ecocentric) I offered information
from my little area of expertise – health.
It’s the most important aspect of what is
wrong with the smart meter program,
because it’s health! But I really think the
privacy issue is huge, and, a bit like the
HST, the democracy issue too. Wouldn’t
it be a legal issue also, now that the
World Health Organization has wireless
transmission classified as a ‘Class 2B
carcinogen,’ in the same category as lead,
tobacco and asbestos?
For example, would it be legal
to re-install lead pipes into our water
systems, or put it back into our gasoline?
Amazingly, it was only in 1990 that
lead got taken out of our gasoline. (It
was slated to be taken out by 1993 but a
public coalition, using studies on brain
damage among kids living close to gas
stations in the States – where lead was
banned from gas in 1986 – confronted
our federal government strongly enough
that they moved the date forward by
those three years.) But seriously, how is
it that it went on for that long? What’s
wrong with our historians, or loved ones
who lost loved ones to brain damage over
the decades – centuries! – from the lead
in stained glass, in the paint, etc.! Will
we, with our obsession with cell phone
technology, be as slow to see the writing
on the wall with wireless gadgets?
The other thing I didn’t mention on
the Kootenay Coop Ecocentric radio
show, was the need to encourage those
who do not live in the Fortis area to
help those who do (Kelowna to Trail,
Osoyoos to Creston). People come
to the Slocan Valley, where, south of
Silverton at least, we don’t have cell
towers, which the smart meters will
want to relay from. The lack of buzz,
or electro-smog, from cell phones, etc.
is what some people like about coming
continued on page 5
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continued from page 4
here, even if they can’t put their finger
on what it is they like. So, please, if
you know anyone who visits this area
for R&R, have them email the BC
Utilities commission and under ‘letter
of comment’ recommend, at the very
least, a postponement of the smart meter
(AMI) installations. If they are installed
here, we would no longer be any sort of
refuge for the growing number (of young
people especially) who suffer severely
from electrohypersensitivity, or, for those
who just want to get out of the buzz for
a while (and not have to hear someone
yell into their phones halfway across
the lake to “Remember the bananas!”).
The address is: commissionsecretary@
bcuc.com. Or write, but also put ‘letter
of comment’ on your letter.
I should end with some (silver
lining?) good news. My niece called
today from Calgary, and told me of a
friend of hers, a “beautiful woman” in
her early 30s, was just diagnosed with
a brain tumour. Her doctor told her to
get rid of all the wireless in her house.
Now isn’t that something, and what does
it tell us!?
I’m EHS, but it wasn’t until the cell
phone era that it became actually painful
and a problem in my life. Let’s not let it
become a problem in your life, or for
someone you care about. Oh, and check
out ‘apoptosis,’ a critically important
process in multicellular organisms like
us and which microwaves can and do
disable.
Here’s hoping for open minded
science and courageous citizens.
Daphne Fields
Slocan

Federal
government must
stop and reconsider

The tar sands project, the inland
pipelines and the freighter transport
haven’t been thought out very well. That
is why people are so alarmed.
If the Conservative federal
government had shown us some respect
by proposing fail-safe methods of
extracting the oil from the tar sands,
we might feel calmer and confident –
but they haven’t and people are dying
from polluted water with rare cancers
now – and the tailings pond chemicals
are leaching into the groundwater, to
combine with the chemicals from the
fracking process.
This is some kind of lunacy, for the
government to expect responsible people
like us to accept this behaviour. These
processes are unacceptable!
Then there is the issue of the
pipelines. Pipelines leak and Enbridge
will not guarantee against leakage. When
pipelines are laid across geographic
faults, through slide zones, and across
waterways – who in their right mind
would accept such faulty construction
without guarantee?
Freighter transport of oil alongside
our Pacific coast is not an option.
I personally was out in a storm off
Vancouver Island that sank seven boats
in a space of four hours. I know that
transporting oil this way is putting the

entire marine and inland ecosystems
and the 40,000 workers in agreed-upon
danger – somehow this is OK and
somehow this oil export is worth it to
the Conservative federal government.
So disrespectful is the federal
government’s attitude to the First Nations
people that once again I feel we have
plunged back in to a shameful history.
So I say “stop now – proceed with
consultation and caution.”
Why is the Conservative federal
government of Canada so hell-bent on
flushing Canada’s resources down the
toilet? I have to ask this question. I also
have to ask why the Conservatives need
to discredit very responsible and credible
Canadian citizens. Something is terribly
wrong here, and I must add, terribly
desperate in order to act in such a reckless
and brash way. What is the reason – I
can only speculate – but all of this is
certainly getting people to investigate
the Conservative government’s moves
very closely and to reveal much of what
we have heard about.
Why is this being done? China, it
seems, is going to be the big winner
– and the damage being incurred in
Canada environmentally already, and
the inevitable oil spill on the West Pacific
coast of Canada, will not affect them.
Is it because the US debt needs
bailing out from China, so Canada’s
resources are going to pay for that?
Or Harper’s dad’s oil empire and war
cronies want to get rich quick despite
imminent planetary collapse from global
climate change?
The majority of the world does not
want Canada to extract this dirty oil, nor
ship this dirty oil – and yet this short-term
government wants to do exactly that.
So, really, who is the enemy and
threat to Canada? Sad to say, it is this
present federal Conservative government
and the unethical corporations who now
rule the world. I must take so much time
out of my day of making a living and
providing for others, to say “NO, stop,
and reconsider what you are doing.” I
feel like a mother trying to reign in a
feckless and dangerous teenager.
With much consternation, I
communicate my alarm to my fellow
Canadians. If we do not react responsibly
to threats to our collective wellbeing, then we are responsible for the
consequences that we all must bear.
Susan Eyre
Yahk

More on Fukushima
radiation

The rebuttal to the study ‘An
Unexpected Mortality Increase in the
US Follows Arrival of the Radioactive
Plume from Fukushima: Is there a
correlation?’ reads like a typical climate
change rebuttal, a central argument being
there was no radiation plume because
the EPA didn’t report one. Information
about Fukushima is readily available
online. I’ll just mention two sites: rt.com,
and ex-skf.blogspot.com (who has been
tracking Fukushima day to day).
Fukushima has been treated very
differently by the western press than
Chernobyl. In that case, it was Russia
and Europe, and the catastrophe got daily

coverage for months. Here’s a quote:
“While Chernobyl was an enormous
unprecedented disaster, it only occurred
at one reactor and rapidly melted down.
Once cooled, it was able to be covered
with a concrete sarcophagus that was
constructed with 100,000 workers.
There are a staggering 4400 tons of
nuclear fuel rods at Fukushima, which
greatly dwarfs the total size of radiation
sources at Chernobyl.” (‘Extremely High
Radiation Levels in Japan: University
Researchers Challenge Official Data,’
Global Research, April 11, 2011)
Fukushima, in contrast, has been
downplayed by the western press and
western governments. One reason is that
Japan is not in the middle of Europe; her
neighbours are Asians and us. Another
reason is that North American nuclear
power plants are in the same state as the
Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plants
were before they went critical: antiquated
and loaded with spent fuel rods, which
are all still highly radioactive. A third
reason may be that, if the governments
of the US and Canada decided to monitor
the radiation plume, they did so secretly.
There is coverage in the western
press; you have to look for it: The
January 27, 2012 New York Times stated
in an article that 27.1 million billion
becquerels of cesium 137 (half life: 30
years) have been released. On December
5, 2011, Fukushima released another
45 tons of highly radioactive water into
the ocean. There has already been a
documented release of 220 tons. Here’s
another quote: “Hazardous radioactive
elements being released in the sea and air
around Fukushima accumulate at each
step of various food chains (for example,
into algae, crustaceans, small fish, bigger
fish, then humans; or soil, grass, cow’s
meat and milk, then humans). Entering
the body, these elements – called internal
emitters – migrate to specific organs
such as the thyroid, liver, bone, and
brain, continuously irradiating small
volumes of cells with high doses of
alpha, beta and/or gamma radiation, and
over many years often induce cancer.”
(Helen Caldicott, ‘Fukushima: Nuclear
Apologists Play Shoot the Messenger
on Radiation,’ The Age, April 26, 2011)
Thirty percent of the schoolchildren
in Fukushima Prefecture show lumps in
their thyroid glands. The government
says they are “benign.” (January 25,
2012 - ex-skf.blogspot.com).
Reactor 3 at Fukushima was using
a fuel called ‘MOX,’ which contains
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plutonium. One-millionth of a gram of
plutonium will cause cancer if ingested.
Reactor 3 blew up.
So maybe there is a quibble with
the report suggesting that 14,000 infants
have died due to Fukushima radiation, but
there is no quibble that this is an horrific
ongoing environmental catastrophe
with no end in sight. The Japanese
government’s current prediction is that
the reactors will be “under control”
by 2016. Right now they are able to
maintain a hot zone temperature of 100
degrees Celcius in the melted reactors by
constantly pumping seawater.
I think of Fukushima every morning
as I take my drop of iodine in a glass of
water; it may have little value except as
an observance.
Harvey Armstrong
Kaslo

Why marijuana is
illegal, and why it
shouldn’t be

Marijuana is a part of many peoples’
lives all over the world, and is used in
the effective treatment and pain control
of many serious diseases, including
migraine, asthma, fibromyalgia,
mood disorders, glaucoma, AIDS and
cancer. The continuing illegality of this
beneficial plant causes much misery,
stress and inconvenience to millions of
ordinary people, and so should be a cause
of concern to us all, users or not. How did
a medicinal herb which has been used for
thousands of years become vilified and
outlawed by governments in our times ?
Cannabis and other drugs were legal
until the early years of the 20th century,
and were important ingredients in
many medicines. However, a disturbing
mixture of wildly inaccurate travellers’
tales, racist fears and fantasies, political
expediency and probable lobbying by
special interest groups was coalescing
into anti-marijuana legislation. It became
the mission of one H.J. Anslinger, the first
commissioner of the US Federal Bureau
of Narcotics, to whip this unfortunate
cocktail into a legal frenzy.
Though Anslinger personally
believed marijuana was not a problem,
with the utmost cynicism he fabricated
case histories to show that smoking
marijuana turned people into raging,
homicidal maniacs. He asserted that
black and Asian men were driven to
rape and murder white women by this
accursed substance. The film ‘Reefer
Madness,’ heavily subsidized by a fretful

alcohol industry, amplified the message.
Come the cold war, Anslinger assured
everyone that the communists were
using marijuana to render our fighting
men compliant pacifists!! Set upon
foundations of such blatant contradiction
and opportunistic sensationalism stands
the case against marijuana. Indeed, nearly
a century of official lies about marijuana,
however clumsy, has achieved some
of the ultimate goal of all propaganda,
which is to become thoroughly accepted
as what everybody ‘knows’ to be true. As
a consequence, many people who smoke
marijuana feel guilty about using ‘dope.’
The praiseworthy and compassionate
initiative of Health Canada, which allows
access to marijuana to some chronically
ill patients, is hampered by the plant’s
illegal status. Many sick people who
could benefit from the herb erroneously
think that marijuana must be a bad
thing or it wouldn’t be illegal. They
may also be frightened of accidentally
transgressing one of the many rules
involved and becoming criminals subject
to imprisonment or losing their homes.
Also, the application process itself may
be too much for people to attempt who
are seriously ill. All of these problems
would be solved by legalizing marijuana,
and polls have shown that this is what
most Canadians want.
Several well-conducted studies
have shown marijuana to be a far less
problematic recreational drug than
alcohol and it is not a ‘gateway’ to the
use of hard drugs. Marijuana does not
make people violent like alcohol can,
leaves no hangover the next day, and has
no known lethal dose. As regards safety,
it compares favourably to anything one
might find in a pharmacy. By far the
worst effect of marijuana is what the
law will do to you if it catches you at it.
If the pharmaceutical and alcohol
corporations find a way to control the
action, marijuana will be legalized,
repackaged and hailed as the new
wonder medicine and ideal recreational
drug. Failing that, long mandatory
prison sentences for those involved with
marijuana will fill Canadian prisons
soon. This modern form of slavery,
where prisoners work for a few cents
an hour, is now a significant part of the
US economy and depends on marijuana
convictions. We can only await a more
democratic federal government for the
wisdom, integrity and courage to legalize
marijuana and finally stop this madness.
Keith Newberry
Slocan
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Nakusp council, January 24: Hot springs rate hike on the horizon
by Jan McMurray
• An increase to the hot springs rates
is likely on its way.
After much discussion on a
recommendation from the hot springs
commission to raise the rates by 12
percent – by adding HST to the current
rates rather than including the HST in
the rates – council asked staff to prepare

real estate listing for the hot springs was
cancelled. The contract with Colliers
International has been terminated.
Mayor Hamling said in an interview that
the facility is still for sale. “We originally
thought that dealing with Colliers would
be the way to go because they are an
international company. However, we
are going to look at other options now.”
• Sewer rates are increasing by 15
percent this year, while water rates will
remain the same as last year. This is
because the water reserve fund is very
healthy, while the sewer reserve fund
is low.
A single family dwelling paid $565
for water and sewer last year, and will
pay $602 this year – a $37 increase.
Council will review the rate
structure and categories in these bylaws
in June.
The water reserve fund has a
balance of about $900,000, due largely
to the cost of the new water treatment
plant being covered 100 percent by a
government grant. The sewer reserve
fund is down to less than $100,000, after
the Village contributed $323,000 (its

one-third share) to the cost of the new
sewer treatment plant. The government
grant funded two-thirds of the $971,000
project.
Last year, council approved an 8.5
percent increase over four years to each
of the two reserve funds.
• Several deficiencies have been
identified at the Emergency Services
building since it opened.
Councillor Mueller asked if these
deficiencies had been discussed with the
contractor (Greyback Construction) and
the architect (Meicklejohn). The CAO
replied that they were working with
Greyback and one of the subcontractors,
and many issues had already been
resolved. She added that when the
architect was asked about some of
the design deficiencies, the architect
informed her that the Village had signed
off on the work.
Council referred the outstanding
deficiencies to budget discussions. CAO
Tynan said she will prepare a report
detailing the costs involved.
The main problem is that many
systems are not connected to the

generator back-up, including the bay
doors for the fire department, the bay
doors for Search and Rescue, the
vehicle exhaust ventilation system,
the compressor that fills the SCBA
units with oxygen, and the emergency
operations centre. The generator only
powers a small portion of the building,
and snow breaks are required on the roof
at the rear of the building.
• Councillor Duchaine said he
would bring forward a motion about
the old fire hall for discussion at the
next meeting. He said the agricultural
committee was interested in the building,
and has funding. Mayor Hamling said
the building, which is for sale, needs to
be assessed. CAO Tynan will report on
the cost of a building assessment at the
next meeting.
• Doug Switzer from NACFOR
attended to ask council to sign the
company’s annual report, which lists
the directors and officers. Switzer said
the audited financial statements would
be done in March and submitted to
the Village. Council agreed to sign the
report.

by Jan McMurray
The Nakusp and Area Community
Trails Society is planning for projects
on three different trails this summer.
Representatives from the organization
presented their plans at the January 24
council meeting.
Barb Chwachka started off by
expressing the group’s interest in
partnering with the Village to maintain
the trails in town. She also asked
the Village to watch out for funding
opportunities for the society, and to
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656 Bartley Road, Nakusp
Mackintosh, a new E1 racer, said, “I
liked it. It was fast!” Everett Harrison
Phone or Text: 250-265-4242

where the trail crosses roads. She said
the society is looking for a partnership
with the Village and the Ministry of
Transportation, as each is responsible
for certain sections of the trail. Mayor
Hamling assured Redwood that staff
would look at the society’s ideas for the
trail and put together a report for council.
Wulf Mense spoke about plans to
extend Mac’s Trail, which is the society’s
priority project. The group plans to
apply for CBT funding and to complete
the project this summer. The plan is to
extend the trail by 5.7 kilometres from
the end of Mac’s Trail to the top of
Kuskanax Mountain and through to the
end of Turner Road. The trail would be
non-motorized, as it goes into the alpine,
and Mense added that construction of a
single track trail is much more affordable
than a double track trail. It would be 1480
metres from the bottom to the top of the
trail, and Mense suggested that it be
marketed as “a challenge” for mountain
bikers, trail runners and hikers. There
would be future opportunities to add to

the trail, as well. The society still needs
to apply to the ministry for stewardship
of the trail.
Chwachka reported that the society
had applied for stewardship of the
rail trail, from the Village boundary
to Summit Lake. She said the group
would like to keep this section as multiuse, but would meet with all users
and other stakeholders to develop a
workable plan agreeable to all parties.
The priority this year will be signage
to ensure responsible collaborative use.
She said this project would not cost
much, as the ministry will provide the
signage. Chwachka also reported that the
RDCK has applied for stewardship for
the section of the rail trail from Summit
Lake to Rosebery.
Mayor Hamling said she couldn’t
thank the group enough on behalf of
council for all their work. She said the
Village, particularly Public Works,
would be working with the society
“because we are very excited and pleased
about this.”

said, “I really enjoyed my second run
after getting my very first run out of
the way!”
Racing with teams from Red
Mountain, Salmo, Phoenix and White
Water, our local racers posted some
very good team and individual results:
SLR Team 1 placed second and SLR
Team 2 placed third. In the E3 Division,
Ivy Tourand took the gold medal and

Solomon Tupper took home the silver
medal. Ivy said her race felt good but the
win took her by surprise. Solomon said
that now that he is older he really likes
the competition. Well done.
Thank you to the Red Mountain
hosts and to the parents and coaches for
encouraging the kids throughout the day.
It was a terrific season opener! The next
race will be in Salmo on February 7.

McMillan Photography
presents

JAMBO AFRICA
An evening of spectacular
wildlife photographs from
East Africa

Friday February 17th - 7:30 pm
Bonnington Arts Centre
Nakusp Elementary School
Doors Open at 7:00 pm

Admission by Donation
Refreshments for sale

Nakusp, BC
250-265-3681

an amendment to the rate-setting bylaw
for council’s consideration at the next
meeting.
Councillor Hughes, chair of the hot
springs commission, pointed out that
most other businesses add the HST to
their prices so they are not affected by
changes in tax rates. He said that even
with the 12 percent increase, Nakusp’s
rate would still be the lowest of all the
hot springs in the area.
Mayor Hamling expressed concern
about the increase during these difficult
economic times, and pointed out that
“it’s hard to get locals there now.”
Hughes said the commission wants to
continue with local rates and promotions.
“The commission feels this is
manageable and it won’t deter users too
much, but it will help affect the financial
situation, which is still a far stretch from
being rosy,” he said.
Councillor Mueller said the
commission did a lot of research and
had a lot of discussion before making
this recommendation.
There was considerable interest in
this issue during public time, as well,
and it was pointed out that there would
have to be a lot of change in the till with
the proposed increase.
In response to this comment about
round number rates, the commission has
since decided to make a slightly different
recommendation at the next council
meeting, Hughes reports.
The Hot Springs Commission also
recommended an increase to the power
rates
at the campground, from $3.25
P.A.L.S.
(HST included) to $5 plus HST. The
change issue also came up here, so
council decided to refer it back to the
commission.
• At the January 10 council meeting,
it was brought out of in camera that the

Nakusp Trails Society presents plans for three trails
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Meet Minny
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Nancy Green ski racing season begins

May Ann Waterfield

ADVANCED FOOT CARE

Summit Lake Skiers in the Nancy Green Racing program recently competed in races at Red
Mountain in Rossland.
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New Denver council, January 24: Council Café Conversations scheduled
by Michael Dorsey
• Councillor Raynolds announced
that Council Café Conversations will be
held Saturday, February 11, 2-4 pm at
the Apple Tree, and March 31 at Nuru.
These events are a great opportunity
for citizens to chat with council on an
informal basis regarding their thoughts
and concerns.
• Lynda Lafleur of Columbia Basin
Trust was the first of three delegations
at the meeting. She informed council
of various funding opportunities, and
of a new CBT Social Grants Program,
which will be funded Basin-wide with
$2 million over three years.
Lafleur also noted that the deadline
for grant applications under the CBT
Community Initiatives program is
March 5. She will conduct a grant
writing workshop at Knox Hall on
February 22 at 7 pm.
• The second delegation was Ray
Nikkel of the Slocan Lake Garden
Society, who updated council on Kohan
Garden progress and plans. He said that
the compost area near a neighbouring
residence is still problematic, and that
SLUGS wants to apply for Kootenay
Savings Community Foundation
funding to help with improvements,
though that may not be till next year.
The group plans to replace the Kohan
entrance roof for $2,600 and asked if
the Village would contribute.
Nikkel noted that a large cherry
tree on the Harkin property has been
examined and is sound. He confirmed
that it acts as a screen. SLUGS will
leave any decisions on the tree to the
Village.

He said that the volunteers are
aging, and said SLUGS may hire a coordinator. They would like the Village
to consider applying for a student grant
for the Kohan Garden.
Nikkel also noted that the entrance
garden at the north end of New Denver is
a tremendous asset, and said that SLUGS
will ask RDCK for some maintenance
help. Lynda Lafleur commented that
SLUGS should talk with her and CBT.
• Marlowe Nicholson-Chodat and
Mercedes Casley of the May Queen
Committee were the final delegation,
to inform council of the work of the
committee. They act as ambassadors for
New Denver in other BC communities
and do volunteer work locally. They
gave a brief outline of the skills and
education they gain in the program.
• Councillor von Krogh reported on
the West Kootenay Boundary Regional
Hospital District board, providing
council with a fact sheet on the board’s
mission and finances. He noted the
board has no assets or ownership
of facilities, and its financial base is
derived from property taxpayers. The
requisition required from the Village
is $17,775. He noted that as a result
of limited capital funding, the 2012/13
fiscal year will be a challenge, as IHA
should be investing over $100 million
to maintain its current asset base, but the
capital budget developed with available
funding sources is just over $37 million.
• Councillor Raynolds reported on
meeting with the Kyowakai Society.
The Village will run the Nikkei Centre
again this year, and a Memorandum
of Understanding that clarifies the

responsibilities of the Village and the
society has been completed. Financial
discussions are next. Council ratified
the MOU.
Raynolds also reported on the
January 14 Chamber of Commerce
meeting. The street banners were
discussed, and a proposal from Virginia
Boyd was brought forward. Raynolds
noted the old banners will be removed
when possible by a BC Hydro crew.
In public and press time, resident Judy
von Krogh suggested the possibility
of hanging the banners on building
exteriors instead of hydro poles. She also
encouraged council to examine other
avenues of art in the Village.
• Council will submit a resolution
to the April AKBLG (Association
of Kootenay Boundary Local
Governments) Annual General Meeting,
requesting the provincial government to
provide adequate funding and staffing in
order that the BC Conservation Service
can be more active and proactive in
effectively managing bear-human
conflict in BC communities.
• A request from Danika Hammond
for funding assistance to attend the
Forum for Young Canadians in Ottawa
March 25-30 was granted in the amount
of $100, with a request for a final report
to council.
• Council received a letter from John
Fraser, inquiring about business and
utility taxes for empty storefronts, and
encouraging improved street lighting
and signage for the main street. Council
referred the letter to the Finance and
Administration and General Affairs
committees.

Feeling an urge to travel but
unsure about travelling on your own?
Want to live vicariously through
another’s adventures? On Thursday,
February 23 at 7 pm, Slocan Valley
Recreation will be offering another
popular travel talk at the Slocan Park
Hall that may just have something
for everyone.
‘One Off in India’ will be hosted
by Randi Fjeldseth, who has taken

year. As a solo traveller, Randi has
experienced many popular and lessacknowledged travel destinations
in the world. At this talk she will
be recounting her adventures into
India and Nepal – from Mumbai to
Agra; to the snow tinged Annapurna
to the chaos of the Pushkar Camel
Fair. How to get around, where to
stay, what to avoid – this is a person
who can speak from her own rich

submitted
The Slocan Valley Community
Arts Council is celebrating its 25th
anniversary with a fabulous ‘Love
the Arts’ event. Everyone is invited
to bring their friends and loved ones
and join us at the Vallican Whole
on Saturday, February 18 from 7
to 10 pm.
We will be paying homage to all
the wonderful local people, artists
and performers who enrich the lives
of everyone in our community.

A selection of outstanding visual
art will be on display and the
entertainment will include music
and live performances.
We encourage everyone to
attend and don attire reflecting a
Valentine’s theme, and in the spirit
of the celebration, arts council
members will be handing out
colourful masquerade masks that
they have created.
Admission is free. Adult drinks,
sweets and treats will be available.

perspective.
Randi will be sharing her
adventures through slides and
discussion. Bring your questions
and be prepared to be fascinated.
Admission to this event is by
donation, with a portion of the
proceeds going to the Slocan Food
Bank. Please contact Slocan Valley
Recreation at 226-0008 if you’re
planning to attend. You can learn
about other Slocan Valley Recreation
programs on Facebook or by viewing
the current leisure guide online
through www.rdck.bc.ca.

submitted
LACE (Lucerne Association
for Community Education) is
holding its AGM on Wednesday,
February 22 at 7 pm at the Bosun
Hall and invites all to attend.
LACE got started with a diverse
group of people committed to
coordinating all local facilities,
for all ages, for all activities. The
group now finds itself managing
the Bosun Hall. To financially

support the Bosun, the organization
manages the Donation Store.
“We serve a large portion of
the local folks, in many ways, and
some of us would like to move on
to other projects,” said Carol Bell.
“Please attend our AGM, hear the
annual report and be part of the
discussion on – what next? We
need you!”
For more information, call Bev
358-7771 or Carol 358-2125.

One
Off in India
travel talk
submitted
two extensive trips to India in the past experience and offer some great

Love the Arts celebration

LACE invites all to AGM

The Raven’s
Nest
Lamp Sale
25% off
in-stock
items

Clothing 20% - 40% off
select items
New Toy Shipment has
arrived!
Come see our Valentine’s
Day Gift Ideas!
Wed/Thurs 11-4 Fri/Sat 11-5
Main Street • New Denver
250-358-2178

• A request for reduced garbage
charges from the owners of Rutabaga’s
Whole Foods was discussed and directed
to Finance and Administration.
• Mayor Bunka reported meeting
with Forestry representatives and staff
to examine the dike. The group will do
a spring walkaround to determine what
trees and bushes to cut or save.
• Council adopted the following
recommendation from the Carbon
Neutral Committee: “that the Village
of New Denver enter into an agreement
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with Shared Services BC for the
provision of SMARTTool services, to
continue measuring and reporting on
greenhouse gas emissions in accordance
with the BC Climate Action Charter.”
This will cost $450 plus HST in 2012.

Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work,
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal
WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS

359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539
3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

Village of
Silverton

Regular Council Meeting has
been moved from February 21 to
February 28, 2012 at 7:00 pm at
the Memorial Hall

VILLAGE OF
NEW DENVER

“COUNCIL CONVERSATION CAFÉ”

Residents of the Village of New Denver are invited to join your
new Council members for a “Council Conversation Café” on
the following dates:
*Saturday, February 11, 2012 from 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
at the Apple Tree
*Saturday, March 31, 2012 from 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. at
Nuru
This is an opportunity for New Denver residents to engage
in conversation about current issues and ideas with Village
Councillors. Support your local café by getting a tea or a coffee and a treat, and sit with us for some casual, but important
dialogue. What is going well? What are some current issues?
How can we solve them together? These are intended to be
high level conversations between residents and Councillors.
For more information, contact Councillor Nadine Raynolds
at 250-358-2164

8

COMMUNITY

The Valley Voice February 8, 2012

Summit Lake Ski Hill holds grand opening of tube park
by Jan McMurray
The Summit Lake Ski
Hill now has a tube park, and
is celebrating with a grand
opening event on Friday,

February 10 at 5:30 pm.
“The tube park is another
fun feature at the ski hill,” said
Eric Waterfield, president of
the society that manages the

volunteer-run community ski
area. “The run and the tubes
are totally safe.”
The run is 300 feet long
and about 18 feet wide, with
sloping sides. It is for kids
three years and older, and at
least 42 inches in height. The
park is open Friday nights,
and Saturdays and Sundays
from noon to 5 pm.
Waterfield said the idea
for the tube park came from
Rob Stevens, who has a long
history with the hill. Stevens
currently sits on the society’s
executive and was the hill’s
manager two years ago. He
and his parents, Ralph and
Irm, set up the first ski rental
shop at the hill, and he was
one of the first ski instructors
there, as well. “Stevens grew
up in Nakusp and on the ski
hill,” said Waterfield.
The tube park was made
possible with a $5,000 grant
from the Columbia Basin
Trust, and donated manpower
and equipment. The grant
money was used to purchase
the tubes, lighting, fencing
and signage. Scott Graham
and Kevin Aichele hooked
up the lights. Crescent Bay
Construction donated the

equipment to build the run
with “the rest done by the
hard working executive,”
said Waterfield. He added that
Overwaitea donated hot dogs
and other goodies for the tube
park work parties.
Other recent improvements at the hill include
new signs marking all the
ski runs, thanks to a grant
from the Nakusp and Area
Community Foundation.

There is also a new ‘Summit
Lake Ski Area’ sign on the
lodge. With a grant from the
Recreation Commission, the
board purchased bamboo
poles for fencing and marking
hazards, and safety padding
for all power and other poles
at the hill. Over the last year,
participants in the Skills Link
program have built new ski
racks and have completed
other woodworking projects

for the ski area.
Everyone is invited to
the grand opening of the tube
park on February 10, which is
being held in conjunction with
the ski area’s torchlight parade
and chili cook-off. Another
fun upcoming event at the
hill is the Summit Lake Club
Races on February 19. The
society is holding its AGM on
February 29 at 7 pm at Nakusp
Secondary School.

Devyn Carbrey enjoys the new tube park at Summit Lake Ski Area.

Slocan Valley
Storytellers:
Word of
Mouth returns

2 Gerflors in Stock
and on Sale
GRIP X TEXLINE “BARROW BRICK” #1170
GRIP X TEXLINE “OCEANA PLANK” #0254
REG. $22.95 / SQ YD — 13 FT WIDE

SALE $16.95 / SQ YD

submitted
What better way to lift
yourself out of winter routine
than an afternoon of stories.
After a year off in 2011, the
popular ‘Storytellers: Word of
Mouth’ returns to Passmore
Lodge.
This event, hosted by
Slocan Valley Recreation,
takes place on Saturday,
February 25 from 1 pm to 4
pm. Join six talented local
storytellers as they weave
tales that promise to take the
audience to new places and
perspectives. Themes will vary,
although local history will be
incorporated.
Admission to Word of
Mouth 2012 is $12 in advance
and $15 at the door. Tickets
can be purchased at the
Slocan Valley Recreation
office. Seating is limited so
it is suggested that you get
your tickets early to avoid
disappointment. For more
information, call 226-0008 or
email slocanvalleyrec@rdck.
bc.ca.
Passmore Lodge is located
on Old Passmore Road, which
parallels Hwy 6 in Passmore. It
is approximately 15 kilometres
north of the Highway 3A
junction and two kilometres
north of Slocan Park. Watch for
signs on the day of the event.
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Whole School holds Contra Dance FUNdraiser, February 18
submitted
It’s time to dance away your
winter blues with a good ole
fashioned Contra Dance.
The Whole School will be
hosting a Contra Dance fundraiser

on February 18 at the Passmore Hall.
The lively and upbeat Kootenay
Kontraband will be performing for
our dancing pleasure so come to
experience the multi instrumental
phenomena they have to offer.

The Kootenay Kontraband’s
current incarnation includes
Genie Sittig (fiddle), Craig Korth
(winner of the Western Canadian
Championship for banjo and guitar),
Catherine McGrath (mandolin

submitted
Enjoy an armchair journey to
Africa from the comfort of the

Bonnington Arts Centre at the
Nakusp Elementary School – no
pesky insects, no dust, no charging

animals.
Local photographers Dave &
Karen McMillan cordially invite
you to ‘Jambo Africa,’ an evening of
spectacular photos taken during their
trip to East Africa last fall. You will
be taken on a photo safari in Kenya
to three wildlife reserves there. Then
it’s off to Rwanda to follow their trek
up into Volcano National Park to
see up close and personal the famed
mountain gorillas. And finally on
to Uganda to visit Queen Elizabeth
Park for more animal photos and a
visit to a remote Ugandan village and
local school.
Make an evening of it, if you
choose, by first enjoying a nice
dinner at one of Nakusp’s fine
local restaurants, then come to the
Bonnington for the show.
Admission is by donation with
all proceeds collected going to a
small school in Uganda to purchase
books, school supplies and sports
equipment. The village and school
will be featured during the photo
presentation.
Refreshments will be served and
our local African drumming group
will entertain prior to the start of
the show.
If you want to know what ‘Jambo’
means, come to the Bonnington on
Friday, February 17 at 7:30 pm.
Doors open at 7 pm.

‘Jambo Africa’ photo show in Nakusp

Come out to the Bonnington Arts Centre in Nakusp, February 17, to see images from
Dave and Karen McMillan’s photo safari in Kenya.

Shea Weighill named Female
Midget AAA Player of the Month

submitted
BC Hockey announced February 1
that Shea Weighill of Nakusp has been
named the Female Midget AAA player
of the month for December. Weighill
was a big part of the Kootenay Wildcat
offense in December, scoring three goals
throughout the month.
The Wildcats currently sit fourth
in the FMAAA standings. Only two
points behind the third place Vancouver
Fusion, Weighill’s offensive skills will be
an integral part of the Wildcat’s road to
climbing up the standings. She was also
the winner of the shoot-out competition

at the FMAAA All Star Game that was
held December 18, 2012 at the Langley
Events Centre.
Weighill was chosen from a highcalibre list of other nominees.
The Female Midget AAA League
was initiated in the 2007-2008 season in
response to the membership’s desire to
provide an opportunity for elite female
hockey players to come together on zone
teams to challenge other elite Female
Midget teams.
For more information about BC
Hockey, visit www.bchockey.net or
email info@bchockey.net.

Shea Weighill of Nakusp was named Female AAA Midget Player of the Month.

and guitar), and David Feldman
(upright bass and calling). This
talented crew of musicians brings
bluegrass, western swing, and
klezmer influences and has been
playing music and calling for these
oldtime dances since 2009.
This is a family-friendly event
where a caller guides new and
experienced dancers alike through
a series of different steps done with
partners and as a group. Doors open
at 7 pm with an admission price of
$12, which includes a door prize
ticket. Children under 12 free.
The Whole School will be

presenting a concession of delectable,
scrumptious goodies as well as an
array of non- alcoholic beverages. In
addition, there will be a 50-50 draw, a
chance to win a fabulous door prize,
plus a silent auction of local goods
and services that is sure to make you
click your heels.
So mark Saturday, February
18 on your calendar for a night of
outstanding music, community
dancing, sweet indulging, and jovial
outbidding, all whilst supporting
the longest running non-aligned
independent school in BC, the Whole
School.

308 Broadway • Nakusp, BC • 250-265-2226
www.littlemountainoutdoorgear.com

IO/BIO MERINO
WOOL PROMO

FREE

Receive a
Red Mountain Resort ski pass
with purchase of
IO/BIO merino wool underwear
WHILE QUANTITIES LAST

SO HURRY AND GET WARM FROM
THE INSIDE OUT
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Columbia River Treaty info session comes to New Denver
submitted
Columbia Basin Trust is hosting an
information session about the Columbia
River Treaty (CRT) in New Denver on
Tuesday, February 21 at the Bosun Hall.
This session is hosted in partnership with
local governments and the CRT Local
Governments’ Committee.
“The information session will help
people who live in the Canadian portion
of the Columbia Basin better understand
what the CRT is, how it works and what
considerations exist for the future,” said
Neil Muth, CBT President and CEO.
The event consists of an open house
from 2 to 7 pm, a free dinner from 6 to
7 pm and a presentation from 7 to 9 pm.
The CRT is an international
agreement between Canada and the

United States to coordinate flood control
and optimize hydroelectric power
generation on both sides of the border.
Under the 1964 treaty, three dams were
constructed in Canada, including Mica,
Duncan and Hugh Keenleyside. A
fourth dam, Libby, was constructed in
Montana. Its reservoir, the Koocanusa,
extends 67 kilometres into Canada.
The CRT has no official expiry
date, but has a minimum length of 60
years, which is met in September 2024.
Either Canada or the United States can
terminate many of the provisions of
the agreement effective any time after
September 2024, provided written
notice is filed at least 10 years in
advance (2014). While no decision
has been made by either Canada or

the United States on the future of the
current treaty, given the importance of
the issues, and the approaching date of
2014, both countries are now conducting
studies and exploring future options for
the CRT.
“Our primary role with respect
to the CRT is to act as an information
resource for Basin residents,” says
Muth, adding that CBT does not make
decisions with respect to the CRT.
“Consultation on the CRT is a provincial
responsibility.”
Working with the Regional District
of Central Kootenay (RDCK) and the
Village of New Denver, CBT is bringing
experts on the CRT and international
water management from across Canada
to New Denver.

“Having people with this much
knowledge about the current treaty
come to our community is an excellent
opportunity for all of us to learn more,”
says Ann Bunka, Mayor of New Denver.
“This is a chance to talk with experts
and our neighbours about something that
has influenced the geography and social
fabric of this region for decades,” says
Walter Popoff, RDCK Director, Area H.
CBT held similar sessions in 11

other communities in fall 2011. CBT
has also prepared documents, videos
and other resources to help residents
learn more. Learn more about the CRT
at www.cbt.org/crt.
CBT delivers economic, social and
environmental benefits to the residents
of the Columbia Basin. To learn more
about CBT programs and initiatives,
visit www.cbt.org or call 1-800-5058998.

submitted
Attending the many first-rate
musical performances and arts events
we are blessed with locally is something
most of us take for granted. But for those
living in long-term residential care, that
can be difficult if not impossible. With
that in mind, the Health Arts Society
is bringing a series of six professional
musical performances to residents of
the Pavilion in New Denver during the
next months.
Musicians Alexis More and Jeff
Faragher (both with the Kootenay
Symphony) will be the first performers
in the concert series. They will perform
a selection of cello and violin/viola music
in the classical, baroque and popular
genres on Monday, February 13 at 1 pm
in the Pavilion’s activity room.
Friends and family of Pavilion
residents, members and supporters of
the Slocan Community Health Care
Auxiliary, as well as Pavilion volunteers
and staff are all invited to join the Pavilion
residents to enjoy this performance.
The New Denver performance is the
musicians’ first stop on a whirlwind tour
of the West and East Kootenays that will

see them performing 10 concerts in five
days at seniors’ care facilities in New
Denver, Golden, Kimberley, Cranbrook,
Creston, Trail, Castlegar, and Nelson.
The concert tour was organized by the
Kootenay chapter of the Health Arts
Society, a charitable organization that
provides professional arts performances
to enhance the health and well-being of
people in care.
“The need for musical stimulation is
broadly understood as a need experienced
by elders in care. The losses they
have experienced as a consequence of
leaving their homes and often, suffering
bereavement, weigh heavily on their
health. The stimulation that music
brings increases their responsiveness
and quality of life,” said Nicola Everton,
organizer of the concert tour and herself
a professional musician.
Funding specifically for the series of
six New Denver concerts was provided
by the Kootenay Savings Community
Foundation and the Slocan Community
Health Care Auxiliary, with matching
funds raised by the Health Arts Society
from the Vancouver Foundation, BMO
and the Rix Family Foundation.

by Jan McMurray
The Nakusp Midget Rep Falcons
have had such a great season that the
West Kootenay league banner is well
within their reach.
The team plays its last two league
games this weekend (February 11 and
12) at home against Grand Forks.
“If we at least win one and tie one,
we will secure the West Kootenay
banner,” reported team manager Lisa
Bateman. Nine of the boys on this
team are finishing their minor hockey
careers this year.
In the team’s last game, on
January 29, they won 3-2 against the
Castlegar Rebels on home ice. With
just two minutes left in the game, Zach
Friedenberger scored the winning
goal, assisted by defencemen Jade

Streliev and Damin Devlin.
On January 20, the team travelled
to Cranbrook for their final out-oftown tournament for the season. The
team decided to go out with a bang,
outscoring their opponents 45-16.
They won every game they played
– 7-4 against Golden, 14-2 against
Redcliff, 11-2 against Red Deer, 4-0
against Okotoks, and 9-8 against
Cranbrook.
The Falcons are now preparing for
their last two league games, against
Grand Forks, in hopes of hanging one
more West Kootenay league banner
in the Nakusp rink. Once that is
accomplished, Nakusp will be hosting
the provincial Tier 4 tournament
March 18-25 with six visiting teams
from across the province.

Music at the Pavilion in New Denver

Nakusp Midget Rep Falcons going for gold

SIFCo gets 25-Year License!
Come Celebrate with us!
Sunday February 12th
Valley View Golf Course in Appledale
Activities from Noon till 4 pm
Restaurant will be open all day and for dinner
Fun for the whole Family!
• Tobogganing
• Cross Country Ski
• Races
• Free Hot Chocolate and Cake
• Snow Shoes available on site
• Bonfire
• Learn more about SIFCo
Silent Auction for: custom concrete bench generously
donated by Molded Stone of Winlaw

The Nakusp Midget Rep Falcons have had such a great season this year.

NAKUSP & THE ARROW LAKES
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Pentaedre delights audience with music, magic and fun
by Cedra Eichenauer
Chamber music is serious business
right? It must be, because the audience
laughed almost continuously during
the chamber music concert on Friday,
January 27 at the Bonnington.
The concert by ‘Pentaedre,’ a
woodwinds quintet from the Montreal
area, was the occasion for this serious
mirth. The members of the quintet are:
Daniele Bourget on flute, Normand
Forget on oboe (and English horn),
Martin Carpentier on clarinet, Mathieu
Lussier on bassoon, and Louis-Philippe
Marsolais on French horn. All of them
play with multiple orchestras, teach and/
or record, and perform in Canada and
abroad. As Lussier told us, they are all
used to being hidden behind the strings in
an orchestra, and it was a pleasant change
to be the only ones on stage.
The opening number was a piece by
Mathieu Lussier, called ‘Dos Tropicos.’
What an introduction to Pentaedre style.
The lead was passed around smoothly
from one instrument to another,
accompanied by grins and glances.
By the time it ended, the audience was
grinning, too. Lussier commented that
it was cold enough outside – they were
planning to keep the music as warm as
possible.
Next came a trio of tangos: ‘Suite
Oiedra Libre’ by Denis Plante. The
range in moods and tempos here was
impressive, as was the clarity and
precision of the playing. The group’s
light touch and generous sharing of the
melody kept the atmosphere cheerful,
even when the music itself was sombre
or thoughtful.
The last offering of the first half
was a collection of dances, inspired
by various warm countries or regions
around the world: ‘Aires Tropicales’
by Paquito D’Rivera. Lussier gave us
a brief, humorous introduction to the
English horn and the alto flute, both of
which made appearances here.
After intermission, the stakes were
raised – an opera in 12 minutes, in five
voices. First up was Giulio Briccialdi’s
‘Quintet Op. 124.’ They did not play the
entire score, of course, but a selection

Hydro line improved
in Nakusp area

by Jan McMurray
BC Hydro upgraded the
transmission line that runs from the
Monashee substation to Nakusp and
on to New Denver during the month
of January.
The BC Hydro crew replaced cross
arms and insulators on six structures
between the Monashee substation and
Nakusp, and on three structures between
Nakusp and New Denver. The crew
also replaced ten wood pole structures
between Nakusp and New Denver.
The $175,000 project will help to
improve overall reliability in the area.

CORRECTION

We made an error in the article
about the 2011 Light Up the Arrow
Lakes Hospital campaign in our
January 25 issue. The campaign raised
over $18,000, $10,000 of which was
contributed by the Arrow Lakes Hospital
Auxiliary, not the Arrow Lakes Hospital
Foundation. The foundation topped up
the total amount raised to $40,000.

of the “best bits” for our pleasure.
Lussier explained that there were two
soprano parts (flute and clarinet) and
they still hadn’t worked out who was
the prima donna. There were also two
tenor parts (French horn and oboe), and
their competition was often fierce. Both
rivalries were apparent – and amusing
– throughout.
The second opera was Rossini’s
‘La Ceneratola’ – Cinderella. As Lussier
said, they were able to get rid of all
the unnecessary clutter of costumes,
wigs, actors, sets, the string section . .
. although with Louis-Phillipe singing
Cinderella on French horn, maybe
they should have kept one wig and one
costume. “But if you close your eyes and
listen to the song, it will all be clear.”
And it was.
Last, but by no means least, was
Mozart’s ‘Cosi fan tutte.’ Lussier gave
us a quick rundown of the plot for this
opera: a complicated deception where

two young men test the fidelity of their
lovers, using exotic Albanian costumes
and a very brief imaginary war.
A short way into the music, Bourget
took advantage of a break in her score
to abscond with Carpentier’s music
stand. He looked startled, then puzzled,
but shrugged and kept playing. Next,
Bourget wandered over and took
Marsolais’ music stand. By the time she
returned, music stands were wandering
away left and right, carried by anyone
not playing at the time. Then all the
musicians returned, playing as though
they’d never needed sheet music.
Slowly, they began to walk, weaving
between each other to take up new
positions, then formed a slow-moving
ring at the front of the stage. After a
while, this ring broke up, and they
wandered on their own again, playing
without interruption. Marsolais climbed
the stairs and took a seat in the audience.
Lussier walked up into the audience

as well, but did not sit. The others
meandered, visiting with the audience
in their own ways. Eventually they all
returned to an approximation of their
original places, and got serious about
passing the melody around. There were

11

times when an instrument played only a
note or two before passing it off to the
next player. And all in perfect time.
Thank you Pentaedre, for adding
magic and laughter to an evening of
beautiful music!

Here is the new Nakusp & District Chamber of Commerce board, elected at the January 24 AGM. In efforts to build a
better board, the Chamber encouraged nominees from each of the various business sectors this year. Back row: Jackie
Kilburn of DogSense Boutique (retail); Secretary Shelley Jordan of Igloo Building Supplies (industrial/retail); President
Dawn Devlin of Re-Awakening Health Centre (retail); Guy Duchaine, Village of Nakusp liaison; Vice-President Brian
Deobald of Royal LePage Selkirk Realty (professional services). Front row: Peter Welkerling of Brouse Creek B&B
(home-based business); and Tammy Dachwitz of Cozy Cabin B&B (accommodation). Missing: Rebecca Jewell of Rider’s
Retreat (accommodation); Jill Cann of Cut Rite Meats (food services); and Sandra Scott of the General Store (retail).

313 - 6th avenue • Nakusp, BC
(250) 265 4051
New this year - We are offering drop off/pick up tax service in
New Denver and Edgewood.
Edgewood at the Legion Hall every Monday, beginning Monday, February 20th from 10 am - 1 pm
New Denver at the Valley Voice building every Tuesday, beginning Tuesday, February 21st from 10 am - 1 pm

Drop off your tax information and we will return the following week with your
completed taxes. Cash back services available if you qualify.
Please call the Nakusp office if you would like to schedule a pick up at another location or if you have
any questions.
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Kaslo council, January 24: Front Street closure requested for SufferFest
by Jan McMurray
• Janis Neufeld of SufferFest
requested closure of Front Street
during the race events on September
29 and 30. This was referred to the
Development Services Committee for
recommendation to council.
• Minutes of the first meeting
of the new Sustainable Economic
Development Select Committee,
held January 9, were received. The
purpose of the committee is to explore
economic development opportunities
within Kaslo and Area D. Mayor
Lay and Councillors Hewat, Holland
and Lang were in attendance. The
committee decided that the term of
the committee will expire at the end
of December 2012. The committee
will meet monthly, and will include
four members of council, one Area D
appointee, and one representative from
each of the following organizations:
the Chamber of Commerce, Selkirk
College, and the Kaslo & District
Community Forest Society.
The committee was allocated $500
for operating expenses.
• Council received a letter from
Bruce Freeman, offering his help
in the Village’s efforts to secure the
Esso property for parking. The letter
was referred to the parking strategy
process of the Development Services

Real Estate in Kaslo and
North Kootenay Lake
www.century21kaslo.com
kul@century21kaslo.com
250-505-4722
Century21 Mountainview Realty Ltd.

Open Daily
6:30 am to
8:00 pm
– Licensed –

Located at the Heart of
Front Street • 353-2955
“Best Eggs Benedict Ever”
“Mexican, Salads,
Dinners, Wraps & Stir-Fry

Committee.
• Council accepted the actions
outlined in the minutes of the Kaslo
& District Arena Association’s board
meeting held January 15 and in Joe
Johnston’s email of January 24 to
prevent future liquor law infractions
at the arena.
• The Chamber of Commerce
accepted an invitation from the Village
to explore a cost-sharing directional
signage project within Kaslo.
• If the Kaslo Golf Club’s
application to have live entertainment
in the clubhouse gets a favourable
response from the Liquor Control
and Licensing Branch, and if the
public input requirement has been
met, a motion will be drafted for
council consideration that will limit
entertainment to four times per month
at private events only, and will stipulate
that the events must comply with the
Noise Abatement Bylaw.
• At a budget meeting January
18, Fire Chief Badry presented his
budget request for $267,248 in 2012,
an increase of about $125,000 over
2011. Staff will contact the RDCK to
ask about the Area D contribution to
this proposed budget.
• The Village is getting closer to
putting out a Request for Proposals
for completion of a Liquid Waste
Management Plan. The Liquid Waste
Management Select Committee has
drafted a terms of reference and a
consultant agreement, and has found
an existing form it would like to use
to evaluate proposals. All of this was
referred to the Municipal Services
Committee for recommendation to
council.
• Erika Bird’s December report on
the Kaslo & District Forest Society was
received. The society has applied for
recreation tenure for the Mt. Buchanan
area, and is hoping that the application
will be processed before May 9, the
deadline the society has been given
to address the complaint about the
warm-up cabin that was built there last
summer. Compliance and Enforcement
ordered that a sign saying ‘No use this
year’ be posted on the cabin door, and

Organized as a fundraiser for the Kaslo
Outdoor Recreation Society (KORS) in
cooperation with The Kaslo Trailblazers Society

FISH LAKE TO KASLO SKI-A-THON
February 19, 2012

All participants PLEASE REGISTER at Kootenay Mountain Sports. Meet
at the Community Garden @ 8 am. Pack your own lunch/snacks/water (&
headlamp, extra layers, mitts). Shuttle vehicles will follow and if unable to
finish you can leave the course at one of the checkpoints.
Children are encouraged to participate and can complete any portion of the
trek they choose. KORS is providing rental equipment for children wishing to
participate at a rate of $15/set for the day available at Kootenay Mountain Sports.
WANTED: Shuttle vehicle drivers and vans. Please contact Val @ 250353-2168 to volunteer.
Funds raised will be going towards the purchase of a snowmobile for
pulling x-country ski grooming equipment for the Mt Buchanan Wilderness
Recreation Area – a multipurpose recreation area for the residents of Kaslo
and surrounding neighbours.
Suggested minimum collected donation(s) $25.00. Make cheques payable
to “Kaslo Trailblazers”. Tax deductible receipts will be given for donations
of $20 or more.
For more info contact Janis @ 250-353- 8025 or janeuf@ymail.com

that no snowplowing be done to make
the cabin accessible.
The board decided at its December
meeting to move forward with a
growth investment plan of 40 years
for the Legacy Fund. A percentage
of the growth will be returned to
the Community Dividend Fund
every year. The board also voted to
form a committee that will decide
on the disbursement of community
dividends. The committee will have
five volunteer members, one each from
Ainsworth, Kaslo, Lardeau Valley
and Argenta/Johnson’s Landing.
One or two directors may sit on the
committee. KDCFS sets aside $2
for every cubic metre logged into
the Community Dividend Fund for
annual disbursements to community
groups. The society also sets aside $1
for every cubic metre logged into the
Legacy Fund.
• Council adopted a policy on
personal electronic devices at council
meetings. No personal electronic
devices, including cell phones, are
to be used during the course of any
meeting. Cell phones must be turned
off unless a council or staff member is
anticipating an unavoidable emergency
call. If so, that person must announce
it to the meeting in advance, and leave

council chambers during the call.
• Public Works Foreman Glen
Walker submitted a written report on
a Water Loss Seminar hosted by CBT
in Rossland. He says Kaslo’s water
system was identified as being in very
good condition. The poly pipe in Kaslo
makes leaks less likely, but harder
to find because acoustic testing is
considered ineffective on poly. He says
night flow testing will be scheduled to
determine if there are leaks.
Walker also reports that additional
crew time will be required for more
regular exercising of water valves and
servicing of hydrants (at least annually)
and for updating RDCK mapping. He
says Public Works will be looking
at reducing water pressure in lower
Kaslo to extend the life of any older,
galvanized service lines into houses.
• An inquiry about the possibility of
using an airport hangar as a residence
was received and referred to the
Development Services Committee
for recommendation to council. The
person inquiring will be advised
residential use at the airport will not
be considered at this time.
• Correspondence from Kootenay
Rockies Tourism regarding the
Community Tourism Opportunities
program was referred to the

Municipal Services Committee for
recommendation to council.
• The Village will present a
FireSmart Canada/Partners in
Protection resolution to the annual
AKBLG conference.
• Suggestions from Jill Braley on
how to deter unauthorized camping on
the beach in Kaslo was referred to the
Development Services Committee for
recommendation to council.
• The Village will express an
interest in wharf inspection under the
Municipal Insurance Association’s
Liability Assessment Program.
• Mr. Fitzgerald was given
permission to rent space at the Kaslo
public wharf at the usual rate through
April 2012.
• Continuing ‘Council Twitter’
(Village news published in local
publications) was referred to 2012
budget deliberations. Councillor
Leathwood was authorized to return
to the next council meeting with a draft
Twitter for review.
• Council members will reply to
Village business only through email
addresses provided on the Village
website.
• Mayor Lay was authorized to
attend the Chief Elected Official Forum
being held in Vancouver April 17-18.

by Jan McMurray
The Boys Town Mentorship
Program has been up and running in
Kaslo since October, and a chance to
learn more about it is coming up on
February 16 at the seniors hall.
Brodie Whitney, professional life
coach and mentor, is delivering the
program through North Kootenay Lake
Community Services to about ten boys
aged nine and ten. They meet twice a
week after school in the Aboriginal
Education room at JVH.
“The boys love it. We’re building a
culture of mentoring in our community,
and that just makes such a difference to
a kid – to have people other than their
parents to go to and learn from and to
support them,” said Whitney.
Different mentors from the
community have come in to lead
activities with the boys. Randy Morse
has come in to share his fascination
with books, and the boys are now
creating a book that Morse will publish
for them. Spring Shine has done
soapstone carving with them. Jim
Van Horne has been in to share his
experience working in trades. Eliza
Fry has done multimedia collaging
with the group.
“It’s about the activity, but
ultimately, it’s about building
relationships with mentors in the
community who want to contribute to
the kids’ lives,” said Whitney.

The school has been an excellent
place for the program. The Aboriginal
Education room is bright and colourful,
with couches and beanbag chairs.
Whitney says the boys love to build
forts with the furniture. There are
kitchen facilities in the room, and the
boys have access to the gym, as well.
Kaslo’s Boys Town Mentorship
Program is part of the ‘Helping Boys
Become Healthy Men’ project of
the Kootenay Boundary Community
Services Co-op. The goal of the overall
project is to prevent the onset of mental
illness and addictions in men.

“It is definitely addressing that, as
well as bullying,” said Whitney. “There
was some bullying at the beginning,
and it’s not there anymore. We focused
on the relationship dynamics right
away, and I got their willingness to
shift that, to become friends, to find
solutions.”
Mentorship programs under the
same project are underway in Nelson,
Castlegar, Trail and Grand Forks.
They are funded by a Community
Action Initiative grant secured by
the Kootenay Boundary Community
Services Co-op.

by Jan McMurray
If there is a fire in Ainsworth
or Woodbury, the Kaslo and/or
Balfour/Harrop fire departments will
respond. This arrangement has been
recently formalized in a mutual aid
agreement.
In recent years, prompted by
the fires that destroyed the historic
Silver Ledge Hotel in Ainsworth in
2010 and a building at Woodbury
Resort in 2009, the RDCK and the
community of Ainsworth/Woodbury
have been trying to find a solution for
this unprotected area.
Regional Fire Chief Terry Swan
explained that the solution arrived at
in 2010 ended up to be unworkable.
In 2010, residents were asked if
they wanted to join the fire service
area of Kaslo’s fire department. The
community agreed through a petition
process, so Ainsworth/Woodbury
was added to the list of Area D
communities protected by Kaslo in
the fire service agreement between
Kaslo and the RDCK.
It was then discovered that
Kaslo cannot provide fire protection
to Ainsworth/Woodbury because
of the distance and response time

involved. Standards such as distance
and response time are set out by the
National Fire Protection Association.
“The Village of Kaslo entered into
a contract to provide fire protection
to Ainsworth and Woodbury and
were simply unable to, so they put
themselves into a huge liability
situation in the event there was a loss
there,” explained Swan.
Two town hall meetings were
held in Ainsworth to explain to
residents that they are unable to
receive fire protection because of
where they are located, said Swan.
“They can have fire response, but it
cannot for the purposes of insurance
be considered fire protection.”
Swan said the shared response
between Kaslo and Balfour/Harrop
makes sense. That way, for example,
if there is a fire in Kaslo at the same
time there is a fire in Ainsworth/
Woodbury, the Balfour/Harrop
department would respond.
Property owners in Ainsworth/
Woodbury will be taxed a total of
about $24,000 for this fire response
service, and these funds will be
shared 50-50 by Kaslo and Balfour/
Harrop.

Kaslo benefits from Boys Town Mentorship Program

Chocofellar chocolates, special Valentine’s cards,
and sparkling jewellery.... just a few of the unique gifts
you can find here for your sweetie this Valentine’s
Day. Please note Winter Hours: Tuesday through
Saturday. 10 am - 5:50 pm.

Front St, Kaslo • 250-353-2566
Toll-free 1-866-706-2566

Fire response for Ainsworth/Woodbury
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Announcements

ANYONE INTERESTED in bringing
Kootenay Carshare Co-op to New
Denver / Silverton? Please contact Susan
Yurychuk @ 6804, syurychuk@gmail.com.
Learn all about carshare at: http://www.
carsharecoop.ca/

Business Opportunities

UNEMPLOYED and thinking of starting
your own business? Community Futures
offers the Self Employment grant, business
loans, counselling and training in the Arrow
& Slocan Lakes area. For more info leave
a message at 265-3674 ext. 201 or email
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

Card of Thanks

I’D LIKE TO THANK everyone for their
cards, gifts and prayers, and yes, I am back
at work.
-Leslie Jordan

Coming Events

WANT TO GET INVOLVED in the arts,
have a voice in the running of a gallery,
connect with local artists? Alfa Guild
Gallery AGM 1pm, Feb. 26, 2012. Arrow
Lakes Archives Building, 92 7th, Ave.
Nakusp.

DROP-IN CLAY CLASSES – Mondays,
1:30 pm @ Artel Studios, New Denver. Ph.
250-358-2689. Everyone welcome.
A LANGHAM PRESENTATION: Two
Views: Photographs by Ansel Adams and
Leonard Frank. February 11 through March
25 at the Langham Cultural Centre and
Japanese Canadian Museum, located at
447 A Avenue in Kaslo, BC. An opening
celebration will be held Saturday, February
11 from 7-9 pm. This compelling collection of
photographs presents two views of internment
and incarceration in the early 1940s.
SLOCAN LAKE GARDEN SOCIETY
AGM will be held Sunday, February 19,
2012 @ 1:30 pm @ Barb’s, 6501 Hwy 6.
Potluck and slideshow to follow. For info:
Margaretha 358-2729.
LOVE THE ARTS CELEBRATION
- 25-year anniversary Slocan Valley
Community Arts Council. Masquerade,
music, art, performers, food and drink!
Join us at the Vallican Whole Saturday,
February 18, 7–10 pm. Free admission!
slocanvalleyarts.ca. 226-7445.
TEXAS HOLD’EM TOURNAMENT
Saturday, February 25 at the Slocan Legion
Hall 502 Harold St. Slocan 6:30 pm sharp.

CLASSIFIED ADS

Buy-in $30. Tickets at Mountain Valley
Station, Slocan or phone 250-355-2672
to reserve.
BOTTLE DRIVE February 11 and 12.
Help Lucerne Grade 5/6/7 go to Victoria!
Any questions, call Katrina 358-2284 or
358-7222.
KOOTENAY ORGANIC GROWERS
SOCIETY 2012 AGM February 12,
2012 at 1:00 pm, Nelson Chamber of
Commerce. All Welcome! Refreshments
provided. Please bring your own cup!
L.A.C.E. AGM on Wednesday, February
22 at 7 pm at the Bosun Hall. Everyone
is welcome for the Annual Report and
What Next?
INTERESTED IN BEING part of a team
to plan and manage the use of Lucerne
Greenhouse Learning Centre? Come
along to a meeting on Monday, February
20 at 7 pm at the school to share your ideas.
SILVERTON GALLERY announces the
5-week COMMUNITY MUSIC Program
happening on Sunday nights till March 11
(6-8 pm). Learn music theory and play a set
of songs together as a group. Includes Master
Class featuring an accomplished musician. All
levels of experience from kids (12+) to adults.

Bring your instrument (some provided).
Funded by CBT and Rec #6. Free, however
donations invited to keep the program
running. COFFEE HOUSE & fundraiser
on Saturday, February 18 at 7pm. Please
contact Sue Mistretta 8-2167 if you want to
play. Gemmaluna quartet coming on March
24. Free GRANT WRITING WORKSHOP
held at Silverton Gallery on Saturday,
February 11 from 11-1 pm, facilitated by
Natasha Smith from CKCA office.
SUMMIT LAKE CLUB RACES - Everyone
Welcome! February 19. Registration cut-off
9:00 am $10, or pre-registration up to
February 18 at 6:00 pm $5.00 with Trish
265-4355 or tcannon@telus.net
CONTRA DANCE: Whole School
Fundraiser on Saturday, February 18.
Doors open 7:00 pm at the Passmore Hall
(Hwy #6 off Passmore Upper Rd.) All ages
$12 at the door with kids 12 and under free.
Door prizes - 50/50 draw - Silent Auction Homemade Decadent Delicacies. Come out
and swing your partner round and round!
HAND & SOUL Wellness Centre presents:
Awakening the Heart - Expressive painting
workshop on Saturday, February 25 (1-5
pm) $35. Family Constellations workshop
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on Sunday, February 26 (9:30-4:30)
$55. Call 358-2177 or soulgarden@
handandsoul.ca.

For rent

SUITE FOR RENT – One mile from
Nakusp. On acreage. 3 bdr. Appliances.
Available. $700/month. 250-575-8867 or
250-265-4914.
WINLAW 3 BEDROOM newer home,
2 bathrooms, 1500 sq. ft., appliances,
electric heat, beautiful view of Frog Peak.
40 minutes from Nelson, Castlegar, Trail.
Landlord references, no indoor pets, no
smoking. Available. $1200 plus deposit.
250-265-0168. Sonja.
SHARED OFFICE SPACE available
in Winlaw at healing co-op. Long-term
preferred. Call 226-7166.
SPACIOUS 2 BDR APARTMENT in
Silverton available immediately. $750/
mo + util. W/D, A/C & an awesome
view. Seeking quiet, responsible and nonsmoking tenants. Call 358-2177.
HOUSE FOR RENT in New Denver
Orchard. March 1. $600 + util. 403-7630925.

Personal Classifieds start at $8.00
Call 250-358-7218 for details

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

AUTOMOTIVE • SMALL MOTORS • MACHINE SHOP
and

Caribou Service
(250) 265-3191

24 Hr Towing and Recovery
Auto Repairs & Tires
Auto Parts

5549 Frontage Road
Burton, BC

COMPUTER
- Repairs
Palmer
- Upgrades
Computer - Consulting
Microsoft Certified
Services
Systems Engineer
Phone: 355-2235
ken@palmercomputerservices.com

• welding repairs • full service &
repair • licenced technician • radiator
repairs & service • mobile service
available • fast, friendly service

BCAA Towing

24 hour towing
1007 hwy 23, nakusp
ph: 265-4577

Nakusp 265-4406

USED GOODS

NAKUSP GLASS

The Donation Store

Main Street • New Denver
Open 10 am - 2 pm • Monday - Saturday
(depending on available volunteers)
Help us help you

Even little ads get noticed
in the Valley Voice

JEWELRY
Jo’s Jewelry

Custom Work and Repair in
Silver and Gold, by Appointment

358-2134

New Denver, Goldsmith Jo-Anne Barclay

201 Broadway
265-3252

SALES & SERVICE
98 - 1st Street, Nakusp • 265-4911
OPEN TUES - SAT
CHAINSAWS
TRIMMERS
• Stihl
• Stihl
• Husqvarna
• Husqvarna
MOWERS
SMALL ENGINES
• Husqvarna
• Tecumseh
• Toro • Snapper • Honda
• Lawnboy
• Briggs & Stratton

RECYCLING
MOUNTAIN VALLEY STATION
BOTTLE DEPOT
Slocan City • 355-2245
Open MON - SAT 9-5
Your “Bottle Drive” Specialists

HEALTH • WELL-BEING • FITNESS • ENVIRONMENT
MASSAGE THERAPIES

Myofascial, Swedish, Lymphatic, Joint Play, Craniosacral,
Visceral, Somatoemotion, Chakras, Nutrition etc.
MTA rates (Low income consideration)
also MSP, WCB, ICBC & care plans
Garth R. Hunter, R.M.T.
Slocan Health Clinic - Thursdays

250-358-2364 • Mobile & Office

Spectrum Home & Family Care
Helping you maintain
YOUR lifesyle!
Free consultations
in the West Kootenay

250-265-3842
www.spectrumhomesupport.ca

Hand & Soul Wellness Centre
Larry Zaleski, D.C. Chiropractor

Mondays & Fridays - Silverton • Every other Wednesday in Winlaw or Nakusp

Sue Mistretta, M.A., CCC Counsellor/Expressive Arts

358-2177

www.handandsoul.ca

The clear choice for
all your glass needs!

EQUIPMENT RENTAL

COLES RENTALS

HEATERS (PROPANE & ELECTRIC)
PLATE TAMPERS, JUMPING JACKS, REBAR BENDER
JACKHAMMERS, HAMMER DRILLS, CONCRETE
MIXERS, CONCRETE SAWS, TILECUTTERS,
BLOCKCUTTERS, SCAFFOLDING, FLOOR SANDERS,
NAILERS - ALL TYPES, LM ROTARY LAZER TRANSIT,
GENERATORS, WATER PUMPS, COMPRESSORS,
INSULATED TARPS, PRESSURE WASHERS, ROTO
TILLER, LAWN COMBER, AERATOR, PROPERTY PIN
LOCATOR, GAS POST HOLE DIGGER, CONCRETE
FLOOR GRINDER
...AND MUCH MORE!
PHONE 358-2632
1-888-358-2632

Nakusp Taxi
250-265-8222
Pick up and Delivery

Let us get it for you
• Auto parts • Groceries
• Pharmacy • Cigarettes
• Take out food

Just let your local business know your needs
and we will deliver them to you.
Alcoholic beverages until 11:00 pm
The Copper Nail Boat Shop
The Kootenays’ Shipwright

250-355-0035

• Custom boat work
• Marine mechanics
• Rigging and repairs
• Systems and electrical

www.woodenboatshop.ca

HAIR
Ava’ s
Hair

Studio

OPEN YEAR-ROUND
358-7769

Far right entrance of the Wild Rose Restaurant in Rosebery

Meat Cutting BREWING
Legendary Meats
Custom Cutting & Sausage
Making, Curing & Smoking of
Bacons & Hams
Mobile BBQ Services & Hog
Roaster Rentals
• Christmas Tree Sales •
www.legendarymeats.ca
Phone/Fax: 250-226-7803
2826 Hwy 6 • Slocan Park

Winlaw Brew-Op

Wine & Beer Making Kits
to satisfy all budgets!
Take-Home Kits, or Brew it with Us!
Open 11:00 to 6:00 Tues. to Sat.
5972 Cedar Creek Road, Winlaw • 226-7328

Specialty Coffees, Teas,
U-Brews and Kits for Home
• Open Every Day

Nakusp

265-4701
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CLASSIFIED/COMMUNITY
for rent

FOR RENT, 1 bdr & 2 bdr apartments
in Rotary Villa Phase 4 building Nakusp
BC. Senior Housing 55+ Independent
living. New Secure Building, Small pet
welcome. Inf. www.arrowtarian.com or
call Trish Office 265-2020 / cell 265-1247.
Tenants could be eligible for SAFER see
BC Housing website.

Missing Person

For sale

HONEYBEE OPERATION. Complete
with 2 hives, all tools, medications and
equipment. Ideal for entry level beekeeper.
$800 Steve 250-399-4701.

Health

FELDENKRAIS Awareness Through
Movement classes: *Nakusp *Winlaw. *
Relax * Release Tension * Relieve Pain
* Breathe Easier * Sleep Better * Tyson
250-226-6826 * thaitouch@yahoo.com.
YOGA AT THE DOMES - Monday
morning 9-10:30, THURSDAY afternoon
4:00-5:30. OPEN TO ALL LEVELS.
YOGA IN SILVERTON!!! Wednesdays
7 pm with Christopher, Sundays 10 am
with Anastasia at Hand & Soul. 3587773, lovingspirit@rocketmail.com.

Help Wanted

FAT FROG RESTAURANT will re-open
April 1. Looking for kitchen and wait staff.
Call 250-505-8327 or email vincentobre@
gmail.com.

Lost

PAIR OF EYEGLASSES – black wire
frames, rectangular. Call 358-7218.

Next Valley Voice
Deadline:
February 17,
2012

MISSING 19 YEAR OLD - Mitchell
Gallivan, 6’3”, dark brown hair, mild
mannered, soft spoken. Loves outdoors,
playing guitar. Interest in outdoor work,
communal farm. Missing since October.
Family want to know he’s OK. Diana & Don
Gallivan 604 221-0737 Gallivan@Shaw.ca

Mobile Home

1996 2 BDRM PLUS ADDITION. 5
appliances, vaulted ceiling, sunken living
room, large deck. Excellent condition.
Located in Nakusp MHP near golf course.
Covered storage available for RV and/or
boat. View at www.bchomesforsale.com/
view/nakusp/harold or call 250-265-1730.

Notices

FOR INFORMATION ON AA OR
ALANON MEETINGS contact in New
Denver: 358-7904 or 358-7158; Nakusp
265-4924; Kaslo 353-2658; Slocan 3552805; South Slocan 226-7705.

Real Estate

PROPERTY FOR SALE by owner.
.52 acre, fully serviced, top soil and
equipment for construction available.
Rosebery – property borders provincial
park. Temporary living quarters in place.
Asking $98,500. Call Ron 250-358-2389.
69.86 ACRES – SILVERTON Excellent
southern exposure and views of the
Valhallas. This level, treed property has
public road access with power and

telephone as well as a year-round creek
with license. Outstanding investment
opportunity for property out of the ALR and
backing on Crown land. $355,000.00 Larry
at Landquest Realty Corp. 250-513-2733.
8.33 ACRES SILVERTON – Quaint studio
starter cabin on Red Mtn. Rd. with hydro,
propane and telephone hooked up and a water
plan in place. Building location with views
for larger home, a solid investment in area
that promises opportunities for adventurers
and nature lovers to enjoy all the activities
the Slocan Valley has to offer. Priced to sell
at $229,500. Call 250-358-2655 for details.
FOR SALE BY OWNER - A unique
opportunity to own a little slice of paradise,
a fully furnished, very private lakeside twolevel home for recreational use or live all
year round. Surrounded by park-like forests,
spectacular mountain and lake views, this
cozy home has an abundance of spring water,
boathouse, private driveway to lake, large
storage shed, horse coral, RV sewer hookup,
landscaped gardens. Enjoy an abundance
of fruit and vegetables from fenced orchid.
Contact owner: 250-265-4525.

Rental Wanted

SARAH, MARK AND SEQUOIA
JEFFREYS are looking for a home to rent in
the Slocan Valley this summer. Ideally, we’d
like to rent from early May to late August,
but we are open to any shorter arrangements
that are at least two months long within that
time-frame. Please email us at markjeffreys@
yahoo.com or phone us at (801) 910-1532.

Services

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
SEPTIC TANK CLEANING: “Serving
the Valley” 7 days/wk, 24-hr. All-Around
Septic Services, Don Brown (250) 3543644, emergency 352-5676.
ROGAN ELECTRIC Residential,
commercial, industrial wiring. Local
references available. All work guaranteed.
“We get the job done.” 353-9638.
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Nelson Public Library
Winlaw Outreach Program
submitted
The Nelson Public Library
has returned for another season of
bringing library services to patrons in
the Slocan Valley (Area H south). On
the third Thursday of each month, the
library will set up shop in the Winlaw
School library from 3 to 7 pm.
Everyone is welcome to come
in and browse our rotating mobile
Services

PETER’S WINDOWS & DOORS – Sales
and installations. Energy efficient vinyl and
wood windows. Renovations/upgrades of
wooden and metal windows and doors.
Peter Demoskoff 250-399-0079.
GERRY CONWAY – Journeyman
carpenter/builder. 250-265-3163.
FRUIT TREE PRUNING plus cleanup and removal, January to March only.
All fruit and ornamental trees. Nakusp,
Burton, Fauquier, Edgewood areas. Ray
250-269-7324.

Slocan Valley Recreation
Intermediate Drop-In Volleyball - Mt.
Sentinel Secondary School, Tuesdays/
Thursdays, 7:30-9:30 pm
Men’s Drop-In Basketball - All skill
levels. Mt. Sentinel Secondary School,
Mondays, 7:30-9:30 pm
Drop-In Basketball - Winlaw
Elementary. Wednesdays, 6:45-8:45 pm
Winter Photography Workshop with
Colin Payne. Saturday, February 18,
12:30-4:30 pm
Storytellers: Word of Mouth 2012 Passmore Lodge. Saturday, February
25, 1-4 pm

Call 226-0008 for information

collection of books, DVDs and
MP3s for adults and young readers
alike, check out and return items,
sign up for or renew their Nelson
Public Library memberships and
learn more about the many services,
online resources, and programs that
the library has to offer. Our smiling
Outreach librarian will be on hand to
answer your questions.
Did you know that library items
can be placed on hold for delivery to
Winlaw School? To arrange delivery,
please call the Nelson Library at
250-352-6333 before 8 pm on the
Monday evening prior to the third
Thursday of the month. Library
items can also be delivered to the
Heritage Credit Union in Slocan Park
for pickup each Thursday. And don’t
forget our handy, 24-hour drop-off
box at the credit union. Contact the
library for more information.
Mark these Winlaw Outreach
Library dates on your calendar:
Thursday February 16, March 15,
April 19, May 17 and June 21.
See you at the library – and bring
a friend!

Support the Valley
Voice with a voluntary
subscription
Only $10-$30

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN
COMPLETE SALES
SERVICE AND
INSTALLATION
YOUR VALLEY COMFORT AND BLAZE KING DEALER
SPECIALIZING IN WOOD/ELECTRIC, WOOD/OIL AND
WOOD/GAS COMBINATION FURNACES
Certified • Insured

Crescent Bay
Construction Ltd.
Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation
Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431
• Email cresbay@telus.net

Slocan City, BC • (250) 355-0088
website: www.kootenayfurnace.com
email: kfurnace@netidea.com

KF PowerVac

Duct Cleaning & Duct Sanitizing
Local: 355-2485 • Toll-free: 1-888-652-0088
email: kfurnace@netidea.com

Safety, Service, Satisfaction
Installation and maintenance

jim@jemsgas.com

• Registered Septic System
designer and installer •
• Ready Mix Concrete •
• Lock Blocks • Drain Rock •
• Road Crush • Sand & Gravel •
• Dump Trucks • Excavator •
• Crusher • Coloured Concrete •
• Site Preparation •
Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
Ph. 265-4615 • vieirac@telus.net

HALL LUMBER
& BUILDING SUPPLIES
Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat
10 am to 5 pm
PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd.
Edgewood, BC

Indoor Garden
Supplies
Castlegar
250-304-2911

1730 Hwy 3, Selkirk Spring Building
dan@canadiangardensupply.com

HARDWOOD
FLOORS ONLY

100% CANADIAN FLOORING
AT WHOLESALE
Prefinished, antique R. Oak - Maple
3 ¼ x ¾ $4.59/sf pallet – Import Eng
Prefinished $3.99/sf pallet
Bamboo – Cork from $2.99/sf
Glue Down
AT JUAN’S – 1503 Hwy 3A Thrums
250-399-6377 Mon-Sat 8:30 am-5 pm

Jim Pownall & Co.

peacock
collective

organic housekeeping

ueco friendly housekeepinguyard & garden maintenanceu
general labour workuWCB insured trade worker’s helper
upost renovation clean upuorganization & de-cluttering in
home or shopuhelping hand with carpentry & alternative
building projectsuhome check-ins and visit preparationsu
Gift Certificates available
Serving Nakusp Burton New Denver Silverton
reliable & fully insured

LOG & TIMBER FRAME HOMES
New Denver • BC
250-358-2566
jpownall@telus.net

Sondra Krajewski

Ted’s New & ReNew

Residential & Commercial Projects
Journeyman Floorcovering Installer

carpet • lino • hardwood • cork • laminate • tile
Property Maintenance & Management
Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning

Phone 250-265-6809

ACCOMMODATIONS

250.265.8479

www.peacockcollective.ca

FOR ALL YOUR
PROPANE NEEDS
365-9958
1-800-471-5630

Your local bulk dealer & service centre

J.C. Roofing Company

For all your roofing needs
Serving the Arrow and Slocan Lakes
16 years of professional installations
WCB • All work fully guaranteed
We also install Soffit and Vinyl Siding

For your free estimate, Call
Curtis Roe at 250-265-9087

Even little ads get noticed
in the Valley Voice

COMMUNITY
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Province preparing to set up Office of Auditor General for Local Government
submitted
The search is on for Audit
Council members, bringing
the Province one step closer to
fulfilling Premier Christy Clark’s
commitment to establish an Office
of the Auditor General for Local
Government.
The Board Resourcing and
Development Office (BRDO)
posted the position on its website
on February 4, in anticipation of
the passage of Bill 20 (Auditor
General for Local Government
Act) this spring. Consultations

are also underway between the
Province, the Union of British
Columbia Municipalities and other
organizations regarding potential
candidates, announced Minister
of Community, Sport and Cultural
Development Ida Chong.
The Province introduced Bill
20 in November 2011. Under the
proposed legislation, the primary
purpose of the AGLG would be
to help local governments find
efficiencies in spending and
improve program effectiveness
by providing neutral, non-binding

advice.
The AGLG’s role has been
designed to maximize value for
money by enabling the AGLG
to undertake performance audits
and provide information to assist
local governments in choosing
how best to respond to their
communities’ priorities. Like
all auditors general, the AGLG
would make recommendations
for improvements, not impose
solutions.
The AGLG would report
through the Audit Council,

submitted
The Healthy Housing Society
has changed its name to the ‘Healthy
Community Society of the North
Slocan Valley’ to better reflect its
mandate and activities in the region.
“Our mandate is to foster
community sustainability,” said
Julia Greenlaw, the society’s
chair. “When we formed in 2006,
our biggest concern was the
unaffordability of housing in our
area – that’s where the Healthy
Housing name came from. But
we’ve always had the broader

mandate of community health and
sustainability – that’s the mandate
we gave ourselves when writing up
our constitution and bylaws.” The
local organization has completed
a wide variety of projects over the
years.
Greenlaw said the society board
decided to change the name at the
AGM last fall. “We decided to
change the name to be clearer about
our mission,” she said.
The society has conducted
a housing survey, hosted a
SmartGrowth BC presentation

on community planning, created
a Welcoming Guide to the North
Slocan that introduces the area to
visitors and potential new residents,
spearheaded a process called
‘Building a Healthy Economy in
the North Slocan Valley,’ and is
currently developing a Rideshare
website for the region.
The group is considering
food security in its next project,
Greenlaw reported. If anyone is
interested in being involved with
the Healthy Community Society,
contact Greenlaw at 358-2745.

Healthy Housing Society changes its name

comprised of at least five individuals
with relevant professional expertise
in accounting, auditing, local and
regional governance, or provincial
governance. Audit Council members
would be appointed by the Province
for terms of up to three years.
Once interviews for Audit
Council positions and due diligence
are complete, the BRDO will present
a final list of potential candidates
to the minister for consideration.
Audit Council members would be
appointed after the legislation is in
force.
T h e A u d i t C o u n c i l ’s
principal responsibilities will be
to: recommend to the minister a
list of individuals qualified to be
appointed as Auditor General for
Local Government; recommend to
the minister suspension or removal
of the Auditor General for Local
Government; provide comments
on and recommend changes to the
annual service plan of the Auditor
General for Local Government;
provide comments on performance
audit reports, the annual report and
other reports of the Auditor General
for Local Government; consider
matters requested by the Auditor

General for Local Government;
disseminate information about
recommendations made in reports
of the Auditor General for Local
Government.
For more information on the job
posting, go to: www.gov.bc.ca/brdo

Certified Electrical
Contractor
Fully Licenced &
Insured
office
(250) 358-2479
mobile
(250) 551-8463 (TIME)
jacob@onetimeelectrical.com
www.onetimeelectrical.com

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

RESTAURANT/BAKERY

N

Lemon Creek
Lodge & Campground

ick’s
lace

P

Year-round facility
Licensed Restaurant
Open Thurs - Sun
5 PM - 8 PM
Reservations: 1-877-970-8090

FALL HOURS
9 am - 9 PM
OPEN EVERY DAY, EXCEPT TUESDAY & WEDNESDAY

QUALITY PIZZA anytime!
265-4880
Air Conditioned
Non-Smoking

93-5th Ave.

Nakusp

Rory’s on Main
Licensed Restaurant • New Denver

Check out www.rorysonmain.com for our
weekly specials, menu, hours & contact info

For Reservations: 250-358-2449

This space could be yours for
$11.00 + GST per issue.
Call 358-7218 or email:
valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca
for details

The Cup and
Saucer Café

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BAKERY
Shirley Kosiancic
Realtor

Mountainview Realty Ltd.
412 Broadway St. Nakusp, BC V0G 1S0
Bus 250-265-2111
Fax 250-265-3842
Cell 250-265-8040
shirley@century21nakusp.com • www.century21nakusp.com

Groceries, fresh produce, fresh meat,
Agency Liquor, organic foods,
in-store deli, in-store bakery.

Open 7 days/week, 9 am - 8 pm

Slocan, BC • ph:355-2211 • fax: 355-2216

RECREATION

This space could be yours for
$11.00 + GST per issue.
Call 358-7218 or email:
valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca
for details

Your Slocan Valley Specialist

Apple Tree
Sandwich Shop

Passmore
Laboratory Ltd.

The

Water Testing • Flow Measurements
CAEAL certified to test drinking water
We’re in the Valley at: 1-250-226-7339
Jennifer & Tony Yeow passlab@xplornet.com

Soup, Sandwiches & Desserts
358-2691
Mon. - Fri. 7 A.M. - 4 P.M.
Sat. 11 A.M. - 4 P.M.

For all your
insurance
needs
HUB
INTERNATIONAL
265-3631
Barton INSURANCE
1-800-665-6010

Re-Awakening
Health Centre
• Health Products, healing sessions
• New Age cards & books
• Sensual products¶ ¶

¶

¶

¶

¶

320 Broadway St. Nakusp		 265-3188

CLOTHING
Men’s & Ladies Clothing

Natural Food Store

422 Front Street • Kaslo, BC
1-250-353-2594

100% organic sourdough
bread baked in a
traditional wood-fired
bread oven
Available at Rutabaga’s, New Denver •
Slocan Village Market, Slocan
• Gaia Tree, Winlaw

Silverton, BC • 358-2267

518 6th Ave • New Denver

Our hours are 7 days a week from 8:00 am to 6:00 pm

The best selection of photo cards of local views anywhere
1007 Josephine St. (Box 298), New Denver
Ph. 358-2435 essay@direct.ca Fax 358-2607

Soup, Stews, Meat Pies, Treats and Great Coffee

New Market Foods
250-358-2270 Fax: 250-358-2290
email: shopnewmarket@gmail.com
Delivery available in the New Denver
Silverton area. For same day delivery
call, email or fax by 2:00 pm.

CUSTOM CARDS • BROCHURES • CALENDARS • NEWSLETTERS

Monday - Saturday 8:00-4:00

GROCERY • HEALTH FOOD
Slocan Village Market

Colour/B&W Laser Printing/Copying • Digital Photography
Word processing • Scanning • Faxing • Binding • Laminating

The Clothes Hanger
400 Front St • Kaslo • 250-353-9688

THE RIDE SAYS IT ALL

Ph: 359-7111 Fax: 359-7587
www.playmorpower.com

Playmor Junction Hwy 6 & 3A
1043 Playmor

BROKERS

HALLS

MEMORIAL
HALL

Weddings, Parties, Reunions,
Concerts, Funerals, Meetings

To book call Sue: 250-358-2711

www.jonesboysboats.com
Ainsworth, British Columbia
4080 Hwy 31 N
Call: 1-877-552-6287
(250) 353-2550 Fax (250) 353-2911
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Kaslo Falkins employee returns from Nicaraguan humanitarian project
by Jan McMurray
Bobbi-Jo McGlynn, an employee
at Kaslo’s Falkins Insurance, is back
from her trip to Nicaragua to help build
a home for a family.
Every year, Falkins Insurance
selects two employees for the program,
and McGlynn and Richelle Cochet
from the Cranbrook office were chosen
this year.
The program is delivered through
Bridges to Community, a non-profit
organization that arranges for volunteers

to travel to Nicaragua and Kenya,
where they work alongside community
members to build homes, schools and
medical centres.
McGlynn explained that Falkins
employees are responsible for raising
money for the cost of the house they
will build, and for their airplane tickets.
Falkins takes care of the volunteer
registration fees, immunization expenses
and supports all of its 11 offices to
participate in the fundraising.
“My trip to Nicaragua was a very
rewarding human experience in many
ways,” said McGlynn. “It began with
my fundraising efforts in Kaslo. The
generosity, support, and enthusiasm of
all of my friends and neighbours was
beautiful and overwhelming.”
McGlynn says that from the
moment they stepped off the bus in the
community of Portillo in Nicaragua, the
people were welcoming and friendly.
“What I found really impressive
was the organization and strength of

the community leaders,” she said,
explaining that the community council
consists of elders and youth, both men
and women.
The community council works with
Bridges staff to determine who the home
will be built for, based on the greatest
need in their community. The recipient
must have children, and the title of the
land has to be in the woman’s name
in case of a family breakdown. The
recipient slowly pays back the cost of the
home to Bridges, who directs this money
back into the community, and in time,
the recipient becomes the homeowner.

“This way of doing things gives
them not only a sense of pride of
ownership but also adds to their financial
stability,” commented McGlynn.
“What I like most about the Bridges
to Community organization is their
philosophy of empowerment rather
than charity.”
McGlynn says the biggest highlight
of her trip was meeting the recipient
of the home she was helping to build
– a single mother of six children. “We
shared photos of our families and
friends and there were a lot of tears of
happiness,” recounts McGlynn.

Volunteers stay in a local school.
“We had the honour of working,
playing and staying alongside the
community,” said McGlynn. “Everyone
in the community was enthusiastic about
getting to know us, especially the kids
who always wanted to play and have
their picture taken.”
McGlynn encourages everyone to
check out www.bridgestocommunity.
org and consider volunteering. “I came
away with an enormous amount of
gratitude for my fortunate life and a lot
of new friends. It is a very worthwhile
program.”

Celebrate Valentine’s Day at
LEMON CREEK LODGE RESTAURANT
Our Specials are:
Y
Y
AAA Canadian Prime Rib Dinner
or
BC Coast Alaskan Black Cod with a Ginger-Rum Marinade
and topped with a Mango Salsa

Y

Enjoy the Music of 2 for Trippen’
on Saturday, Sunday & Tuesday
February 11, 12 & 14

Y

For More Information: 250-355-2403 or
1-877-970-8090

Bobbi-Jo McGlynn, Kaslo Falkins Insurance employee, travelled to Portillo, Nicaragua in January to help build a home for a family.

Arts, Culture and Heritage grant writing workshops
submitted
Silverton is one of six communities
hosting a grant writing workshop to
assist those interested in applying for
Arts, Culture and Heritage Program
grants from Columbia Basin Trust
(CBT).
The Silverton workshop takes place
Saturday, February 11 from 11 am to 1
pm at the Silverton Gallery.
Krista Patterson and Natasha Smith
of the Columbia Kootenay Cultural
Alliance (CKCA) will present the
workshops on how to apply and what
to expect from the application process.
CBT’s Arts, Culture and Heritage
grants are managed and administered
by CKCA.
Individuals of all artistic disciplines
as well as arts, culture and heritage

organizations residing in the Columbia
Basin are invited to attend the workshops.
CBT proudly supports initiatives
and projects that highlight Basin culture

and heritage, and for 2012/13, funding
has increased by $55,000, to $706,000.
Workshops are free. Registration is not
required.

submitted
Looking to give your business
a competitive advantage in 2012?
Whether you are new to the area’s
thriving entrepreneurial community or
you have been in business for decades,
Community Futures Central Kootenay is
offering business workshops for $50 or
less (half price) during this entire month.
If you are looking to increase sales,
bid on new contracts, increase your
social media presence, or network with
the local business community, February
is the month to take your business to
the next level. Offering more than two

dozen business courses throughout the
month of February, Community Futures
is committed to helping people who are
currently operating or are planning to
start their own business.
Workshops are offered in Nakusp,
Nelson and Creston and offer top-notch
business consultation with instructors that
are local business owners themselves.
The small, personable class sizes provide
a supportive, discussion-oriented, handson classroom atmosphere.
View the February workshops
schedule and course descriptions at
www.futures.bc.ca.

Business owner alert: Community Futures offers workshops at half price

Happy Valentine’s Day

From Kaslo Florists

Floral Arrangements, Cut Flowers, Plants,
Valentine’s Day Cards,
Giftware, Fudge
and more!

www.kasloflorists.com Y (250) 353-7766

