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Complaint about smart meters filed with BCUC
by Jan McMurray
The Citizens for Safe Technology
Society has filed a complaint with the
BC Utilities Commission (BCUC)
regarding BC Hydro’s smart meter
program.
“Up until now, the BCUC as a
regulator has been left out and, with
that, any consideration of the public
interest has been eliminated from
BC Hydro’s decision,” states a press
release issued by the Citizens for Safe
Technology Society. “The action taken
[filing the complaint with BCUC]
is about preserving the regulatory
oversight and democratic process we
uphold under the rule of law in British
Columbia.”
Local lawyer David Aaron has
been hired by the society, and he
prepared a 20-page letter to the BCUC
dated December 22, 2011 detailing the
complaint.
The complaint is essentially
against two properties of the meters
that BC Hydro has chosen to install.
The first offending property is that
they are wireless. The second is that
they contain a Zigbee Radio Chip that
allows BC Hydro to collect detailed
information about the household’s
use of networked appliances and to
remotely control the operation of those
appliances.
The letter says that although the
BC Energy Act mandates BC Hydro to
install smart meters without applying
for a certificate from BCUC, the Act
does not require the meters to be
wireless or to contain the capabilities
of the Zigbee Radio Chip.
Aaron indicates in the letter that
the Citizens for Safe Technology would
have no problem with the installation
of smart meters that are wired and
that do not contain the capabilities of
the Zigbee Radio Chip. He points out
that there are such wired smart meters
on the market, manufactured by the
same company BC Hydro has chosen
to supply the wireless meters (Itron).
The Citizens for Safe Technology
are concerned about the impact of the

wireless and information-gathering/
remote control properties of the BC
Hydro smart meters on human health
and wellness, environmental integrity,
individual civil liberties and privacy,
as well as the fiscal responsibility
of BC Hydro. They believe that BC
Hydro is going beyond the scope of the
Energy Act by installing meters with
these two properties, and therefore

they claim that BC Hydro must make
an application to the BCUC for a
certificate. And, of course, the Citizens
would oppose the issuance of the
certificate through the public process
that would be triggered by the BC
Hydro application.
A response to Aaron’s letter from
BCUC dated December 28 states that
BCUC has directed BC Hydro to

respond to the complaint by January
13, and that the Citizens for Safe
Technology can then reply to BC
Hydro’s response by January 27.
Although Aaron asked BCUC to
order BC Hydro to stop installing and
operating the wireless smart meter
system until the complaint has been
resolved, BCUC’s reply states that
the Commission “is not persuaded

submitted
Information and Privacy
Commissioner Elizabeth Denham has
released a report assessing the privacy
and security of BC Hydro’s smart
meters.
“It is clear from my investigation
that BC Hydro is taking privacy and
security seriously as it develops a
framework for the implementation of
smart meters and a smart grid,” said
Commissioner Denham. “But there are
areas for improvement.”
BC Hydro is replacing electromechanical and digital meters for
its more than 1.8 million customers
with smart meters. Once fully
operational, smart meters will provide
hourly information about customers’
electricity consumption. As a result,
analysis of household consumption
may reveal more information about
our daily lives.
The Commissioner found that
BC Hydro is complying with the
Freedom of Information and Protection
and Privacy Act with regard to the
collection, use, disclosure, protection
and retention of the personal information
of its customers. However, the Crown
corporation is not in compliance with
regard to the notification it provides to
its customers about smart meters.
“BC Hydro is required by law to
tell their customers the purpose for
collecting personal information for
the smart meters project, what legal
authority they have to do so and to
provide contact information for a BC
Hydro employee who can answer
any questions that arise regarding
collection. Hydro is not currently

meeting this requirement, and we’ve
made some recommendations to
help them improve their customer
notification,” said Denham.
The report makes 14
recommendations that will improve BC
Hydro’s existing privacy and security
practices. BC Hydro has committed
to put action plans in place to address

these recommendations.
“There is still much work to be
done by BC Hydro with respect to
smart meters and the smart grid. While I
am satisfied with the work that has been
done to date, my office will continue to
take an active role in monitoring this
project to ensure BC Hydro is properly
considering privacy and security,” said

that the situation and concerns that
you raise warrant an order from the
Commission.”
The Citizens for Safe Technology
Society was incorporated in 2008. It
started up on the BC Lower Mainland,
and its network is growing throughout
Canada and the USA. The Slocan
Valley contact is Art Joyce (ajoyce@
uniserve.com).

Privacy Commissioner issues report on BC Hydro smart meters

Denham.
The Commissioner ’s
Office received complaints and
correspondence from more than 600
British Columbians about the smart
meter program, which prompted the
investigation.
The full report is available at:
www.oipc.bc.ca

New Denver’s rescue truck is outfitted with lights that are designed especially for rescues conducted in the dark, thanks to a $3,000 contribution
from the Silverton Community Club. The club donated $5,000 to community groups in 2011.
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Social media policy to be developed for School District 10
by Jan McMurray
School District 10’s board of
education has struck a committee to
look at the development of a social
media policy for the district.
The chair of the committee is
Sally McLean, vice-principal of
Nakusp, Burton and Edgewood
Elementary Schools and district
coordinator of early learning. McLean
gave a presentation on social media
policy at a school board meeting
December 13. Her presentation was
based on a workshop she had recently
attended on the topic.
“The internet can be a fabulous
place, but many social media policies
focus on the negative,” she said.
She explained that most social
media policies in North America

are reactive, meaning they are
developed in response to negative
experiences online or in anticipation
of negative experiences online.
Instead, she lobbied for a proactive
policy that would take into account
both the positive and the negative
aspects of social media. She defined
social media as any two-way
communication on the internet.
Probably the most positive aspect
of social media is that students love
it – it engages students. Also, it
offers opportunities for differentiated
learning; it fosters critical and
creative thinking; it is contextual
and relevant; and it is a 21st century
job and life skill.
The negative aspects of social
media are that it can be time-wasting

and distracting; it sometimes provides
information from non-authoritative
or biased sources; it opens doors to
cheating and plagiarism; it offers
opportunities for inappropriate online
social interactions; it allows for the
sharing of inappropriate information;
and it has created cyber bullying.
“We can’t take our existing
bullying policy and apply it to the
internet because the internet has
properties we haven’t seen before –
anonymity, for example,” she said.
She pointed out that with traditional
bullying, schools can talk to everyone
involved, including bystanders and
parents. This is not the case when the
bullying is happening electronically
by someone using a pseudonym. She
added that half of girls aged 15-16

report they have been victims of
cyber bullying.
Another concern is ‘digital
footprints.’ “Digital footprints are
pervasive, persistent and replicable,”
said McLean. “We need to teach
kids how to create a positive digital
presence, how to access their
complete digital footprint and how
to protect themselves.”
A proactive social media policy
would focus on the educational
benefits of the internet and on
positive online relationships, and
would address ethical considerations,
legal considerations and school
safety, she said.
She said the policy should cover
on- and off-campus behaviour that
affects learning, behaviour intended

to cause harm, inappropriate or
personally harmful behaviour, and
a delineated chain of contacts for
reporting harmful or inappropriate
behaviour. The policy must also be
flexible enough to change with the
changing times and technologies.
At the end of the presentation,
Superintendent Walter Posnikoff
observed that “Education is key. We
can build as many fences as we want,
but technology is pervasive. We have
to give kids the personal tools to
be able to sort things out and have
ethical standards.”
McLean mentioned that Kent
County Council in England has
created a 32-page book that helps
organizations to develop social media
policy.

by Jan McMurray
At the December 13 school board
meeting, Superintendent/SecretaryTreasurer Walter Posnikoff reported
on several items.
On the teacher strike, he said
there had been very little progress in
negotiations at both the provincial
and local levels. “The parties are
billions of dollars apart,” he said.
Posnikoff added that there is growing
frustration among administrators in
regard to communications within
schools and within the district, student

report cards, student supervision, etc.
He acknowledged that “that was the
intent” of the phase one job action.
Posnikoff also reported that
dollars budgeted for teacher staff
development this year would likely
be re-directed to staff development
of principals and vice-principals
and support staff. “Rather than
sitting on that money and having
a surplus, we may re-direct it,” he
said. “It appears that we are unable
to proceed with much of our teacher
staff development due to the strike.”

Posnikoff provided the board with
a copy of the 2011 Superintendent’s
Report on Student Achievement.
“We are in the top 10 percent of the
province – we should be proud,” he
said. He added that the district has
been in the top 10 percent for five
years running. “We decided to focus
on one or two things, and that seems
to be working.”
Areas that are improving include
reading, writing, early literacy,
aboriginal learner graduation rates
and graduation rates in general. Areas

that need improvement include early
learning vulnerability, numeracy
skills, reading achievement for
‘grey area’ students and reading
and numeracy skills for aboriginal
learners.
Superintendent/SecretaryTreasurer Walter Posnikoff will be
retiring this year, and a hiring process
is underway to replace him. Board
Chair Pattie Adam reported that
there has been a positive response
to the position, with interest from
people from all over the country.

“I’m feeling very optimistic and I feel
really good about the process,” she
said, adding that some superintendent
searches in the province are attracting
no applicants at all.
Another administrative change
is in the works at the school district.
The district has used School District
20’s Financial Comptroller for many
years, and Natalie Verigin has held
the job. Verigin is now SecretaryTreasurer of SD 20, and Susan
Brenna-Smith was hired as Financial
Comptroller, starting January 9.

submitted
It’s been three years since the
release of the first edition of the West
Kootenay Journal day planner, now
out-of-print (a collector’s item), and
it’s exciting to see the all-new West
Kootenay Journal second edition
day-planner hot off the press.
Similar to the first planner, this
second edition is illustrated and
informed with watercolour and pen
and ink sketches and paintings from
the illuminated nature journals of

Susan VanRooy.
Unique to this edition, besides all
new artwork and quotes, is a focus
on food sovereignty, featuring local
writers sharing ideas about ways to
create more self-reliance and food
security in the West Kootenay region.
For each month keen
observations by people with expertise
in wildcrafting, gardening, cultural
traditions, biology, economics,
natural history and more, are shared
to encourage participation and

investigation in nature, in the garden,
in the kitchen, in our pocketbooks,
and in our communities, as we move
through the seasons.
Article contributors include: Vera
Maloff, Rachel Castor, Abra Brynne,
Aimee Watson, Rachel Ross, Eva
Johansson, Dave Johnson, Robert
Yetter, Patrick Steiner and Paris
Marshall Smith.
This planner also informs area
residents, visitors, and newcomers
of regional food gathering, growing,

preservation and preparation, as well
as cultural and natural history-related
annual events.
It may serve as a sort of ‘primer’
to those moving in to the West
Kootenay area interested in learning
more about sustainability in their new
home, and, hopefully, will stimulate
an interactive sharing of ideas and

local knowledge — something many
people of almost all ages will look
forward to using and learning from,
as well as contributing to, over the
years.
A book launch and short reading
will take place at the Live Art Shop
in Kaslo on January 14 between 4
and 5 pm.

submitted
Want to improve the food
production of your garden?
Looking for something new or
unusual?
Lardeau Valley Seed Savers
offers three workshops to help you
achieve this goal. On the last Sunday
of January, February and March a
speaker/workshop series will be held
at the Lardeau Valley Hall in Meadow

Creek.
There is no cost for these sessions:
a donation to cover costs is appreciated.
• January 29, 1-3 pm: mycologist
Peter McAllister will present Enlivening
your Relationship with Mushrooms.
Topics include using mycorrhizal
fungi to boost yields in the garden,
how to harvest and cure mushrooms to
increase the vitamin D levels and how
to start, grow and harvest homegrown
mushrooms indoors and out using local
natural materials.
• February 26, 1-3:30 pm: the
developer of Mycrobz Bacteria
Solutions (Kaslo), Todd Veri, will share
Probiotics for your Garden. Understand
how beneficial bacteria and yeast act as
a fertilizer factory in the soil, protect
your plants, recycle all your organic
waste, germinate seeds, dispose of
noxious weeds and seeds, and even
save the bees. A Seed Exchange will
follow for you to obtain seeds which
the LVSS members have grown.
• March 25, 12-4 pm: Befriending
Bees with entomologist Lynn Westcott.
Learn why bees are our champion
pollinators, how to identify native bees,

and understand why we shouldn’t be
afraid of them. Take home a list of the
food-producing plants pollinated by
bees throughout the growing season.
Build your own native bee nest and
learn how to provide pollinatorfriendly yards and gardens. Before
this presentation a simple lunch
will be provided and a chance for
informal garden chat. Pre-registration
is required for lunch and for the nest
building portion, which is limited to
15 participants who will need to bring
some simple equipment. There is no
need to pre-register for the presentation
only, which will begin at 12:45. To
pre-register, email kate@kaslo.org or
call 250-366-4452
Lardeau Valley Seed Savers
encourages seed saving as one means of
enhancing our local food/seed security
by establishing our own local seed
bank. Gardening with your own seeds,
and continually reproducing them,
excites the most modest gardener.
The seed savers meet monthly for
an educational session and informal
discussion. Everyone is welcome to
join.

School District 10 news briefs - teacher strike, administrative changes...

New day planner focuses on regional food security

Lardeau Valley Seed Savers offer workshops

WANTED
TO BUY:

CEDAR AND
PINE POLES
John Shantz
• 250-308-7941 (cell)

Please contact: Gorman
Brothers Lumber Ltd.

250-547-9296

Susan VanRooy’s new day planner is illustrated with watercolour paintings and pen and ink
sketches from her nature journals.
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Lardeau Valley community discusses
economic future in the face of Meadow Creek Cedar situation
by Jan McMurray
With the possibility of Meadow
Creek Cedar’s licence being cancelled
at the end of 2012, MLA Michelle
Mungall hosted a community meeting
in Meadow Creek on December
15 to discuss ideas for economic
development in the Lardeau Valley.
“We have some opportunities
here in the Lardeau Valley,” Mungall
said. She explained that if the forestry
company’s licence is cancelled,
the ministry can re-negotiate for
a community forest licence or for
another operator to take over the
licence. “Whatever you want to do,
I am going to go to bat for, so I need
your direction on what the community
wants to do.”
Mungall explained that the ministry
is investigating four or five of Meadow
Creek Cedar’s infractions. The first
investigation, on the company’s failure
to meet its silviculture obligations, is
to come to a conclusion at the end of
January. If the company is found to
be in contravention of its silviculture
responsibilities, the minister can
suspend the company’s forestry
licence. At that time, the minister must
give the company a certain time frame

to meet its obligations – Mungall said
Meadow Creek Cedar would probably
have until September. If the company’s
tree planting obligations are not met by
September, the minster can then give
the company a 90-day notice of the
cancellation of its licence.
It seems unlikely that the company
could meet a September deadline,
because they have a liability of $4-$5
million in their silviculture account. If
MCC does not meet its liabilities and
the licence is cancelled, the ministry is
responsible for the tree planting, and
can draw from a fund set up for these
types of situations.
Meadow Creek Cedar has a
volume-based licence for 96,500 cubic
metres per year, and owns the sawmill.
The sawmill is not tied to the licence,
so the volume can be sold separately
from the mill. It was indicated at the
meeting that the sawmill is in such
poor repair that it will never operate
again. “All you would get is the
building and the property,” said Don
Edwards, president of the Lardeau
Valley Opportunity Links Society.
Edwards explained that there is
concern in the community that a big
company will purchase the volume,

submitted
The Arrow Lakes Historical
Society has started a “Raise the
Roof” donation campaign to help
provide the balance needed for
the completion of the two-storey
addition to the Centennial building.
Anyone donating between $100 and
$500 will have their name placed on
the ‹Raise the Roof› plaque.
When the addition is completed,
the archive office and archive
material will be conveniently
located under the same roof as two
other cultural institutions in Nakusp
– the museum and the library – and
will be in a safe place owned by
the Village.
The archive office will be one
big room, which will serve well
for meetings, to show movies and
DVDs, and to look at maps easily.
It will be located on the top floor,
which will require the installation

of a lift. This will enable elderly
and wheelchair patrons to access
the library as well, and makes it
possible for the elderly to volunteer
at the library and the archives if they
wish to do so.
On the bottom floor, there will be
storage and a diorama for the display
of the museum’s native collection.
Work on the addition began in
the fall. The footings and cement
walls have been poured and the
water and sewer lines have been
moved. Work will resume as soon
as the weather allows. The addition
is expected to be completed by the
fall of 2012, the year that marks the
100th anniversary of the historic
Centennial Building, originally
Nakusp’s first big school.
Over $300,000 has been raised
for the project, and the society is still
waiting to hear about some grant
applications.

Raise the Roof donation campaign
launched for Centennial Building

UNITS FOR RENT – MARINE BUILDING
89 – 5TH AVENUE, NAKUSP
(1) Bedroom Apts. (2) Bedroom Apts.
Bachelor suites , Retail space.
Enquiries 778-206-0124

and all the wood will be shipped to a
‘super mill,’ resulting in the closure of
all the small mills in the area. He said
that because our area is not as affected
by the pine beetle as is northern
BC, some big companies, including
companies from China, are looking
at buying up the holdings of both
Meadow Creek Cedar and Springer
Creek Forest Products.
Edwards said local people set up
the North Kootenay Forest Initiative to
find a solution that would be palatable
locally. The group has contacted
several outfits, but “there is no appetite
out there to deal with the present mill
owners” and the liability they have
created.
Susan Mulkey from the BC
Community Forest Association was
there to speak to a community forest
in the valley. She said the idea behind
community forests is to keep profits
in the community and to create local
employment. “There is no cookie
cutter approach to community forests;
they are all different,” she said. “We
start with the community’s vision –
what do you want it to do for you?” She
said very few have their own mills –
Harrop-Procter is one of them and they
built their own kiln, too – but many
have fibre flow agreements with mills.
Edwards feels a community forest
is preferable to a big company coming
in and shipping the wood out to a
super mill, but he pointed out that the
main drawback to a community forest

licence at this point is that there is no
market for the wood. He said District
Manager Garth Wiggill has suggested
that the community go into some sort
of partnership with an outfit “with
deeper pockets” that could come in
and run a mill or some other type
of processing plant. “We should be
looking at manufacturing because
we can’t compete with Canfor 2x4s,”
he said.
Ideas for manufacturing or valueadded opportunities include making
pellets or fuel pucks, operating a sort
yard, and building a co-generation
plant.
Other economic development
opportunities not involving forestry
were also discussed. The owner of
the marble quarry would like to see
it open up again. Samples of the
marble were sent to a company in
China that made beautiful staircases,
countertops, etc. for a home. Slides of
the finished products were on display
at the meeting.
Agriculture is also an industry the
community has been growing. Len
Trenholm said the community has been
successful with market gardens and
with haying, but is discouraged that
much of the prime agricultural land
is owned by the Nature Conservancy,
which has not been very open to
farming on the land.
Grant Trower is more optimistic on
this point. He said the community had
made some headway with the Nature
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Conservancy and could still make
more. He said the Conservancy was
working on a management plan, and
the public would be invited to make
comments on the plan until the end of
January. “All we need to do is make
our points known to them,” he said.
Dwight Smith of Hamill Creek
Timber Homes said the two biggest
roadblocks to economic development
in the region were “lousy roads and
a lousy communication system.”
Mungall said she would speak with
Glenn Olleck, district manager with
the Ministry of Transportation out of
Nelson.

ULRIKE ZOBEL, LAWYER
PRACTISE RESTRICTED TO:
CRIMINAL & FAMILY LAW

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
208 Broadway St., Nakusp, BC

250-265-4372 • 1-877-265-4372

www.ulrikezobel.com
Serving the Arrow and Slocan Lakes
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Open letter to the Red is the new
Criminal negligence, Open letter to
Let’s change the
Village of Kaslo blue...bulletin board second offence
Premier Christy Clark world in 2012
I was pleased to see the Village
asking for the public’s response to the
notice regarding the Vimy Park proposed
traffic pattern change, i.e. cul-de-sacs on
the Vimy Park Ring Road.
Now it is up to the Village to honour
the comments from the public and
discontinue the idea of a traffic pattern
change on the Vimy Park Ring Road. I
believe council should be listening to
the public, who took the time to write
to council, sign a petition(s), or to make
23 individual, separate comments on a
blown up version of the Village’s public
notice, delivered January 4 to the Village
office.
Jill Braley
Kaslo

Fine for Fortis

I read with interest the article in
your December 14th edition about
RDCK director Andy Shadrack having
taken “FortisBC to task.” His stance on
upgrades to equipment that uses energy
and how the cost of these upgrades is
not recoverable by customers for many,
many years is one reason I have been
reluctant to make those expenditures.
For the majority of the population
(baby boomers), the cost is probably not
recoverable in their lifetimes.
Including all the extra little charges
on our bills, we are now paying about
10 cents a kilowatt hour. Those who
don’t use fossil fuels for heating are
probably looking at a $400 per month
bill for electricity during the winter for
an average home. Any pensioners out
there struggling with this?
Andy Shadrack is trying to do the
right thing by reducing his consumption.
But for those of us who can’t afford to
take that step or won’t ever recover the
costs of upgrades, perhaps we should
go to the Utilities Commission as Fortis
has many times and ask instead for a rate
decrease so that we can afford to upgrade
the systems in our own homes.
Chris Boven
Beasley and New Denver

I’ve been so grateful to several
local people who made funding the new
bulletin board on Nakusp’s main street
so easy. Thank you to Warren Jones, Ken
Marshall, Larry Ferguson, Sharon Trout,
Mike and Marie Wrede, Cheryl White
and Janet Royko.
I’d originally approached the CBT
for the $900 in materials (all labour was
free) but was informed that I would need
to be a non-profit organization.
Since I moved here two years
ago, I’ve observed two things amongst
initiators of low-to-zero-revenuegenerating community projects.
One, they’re busy running around
spending 30 hours on bureaucra(z)y for
one hour of actual project work.
Two, many of these projects are
repeatedly spearheaded by initiators
who, bless them, enhance our community
while being strapped for time and
money in their own lives. And all the
while the institutions, i.e. insurance
companies, banks, mortgage companies,
government, etc. unfailingly get their
share first, leaving our initiators with
the dribs and drabs of leftover time and
money to invest.
These project initiators aren’t the
only ones faced with this, by the way.
And please note this is not intended
to be a dismissal of CBT. CBT has helped
a lot, and there is indeed a place for them,
especially on larger dollar projects in my
opinion. I suggest the time is right for
CBT to consider accommodating this
demographic, moreso now in light of
the local economic climate.
A huge sentiment of gratitude to
these eight villagers for making it as
easy as talking to them about such a
little project. Their generosity allowed
us ‘doers’ to get another project done,
reassuring us that simple projects can
leave us with left-over energy to keep
conceiving of new ideas for making our
community continue to rock.
Marc Heroux
Nakusp
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Last April I wrote to Prime Minister
Steven Harper, Premier Christy Clark,
MP Alex Atamanenko, MLA Michelle
Mungall, and RDCK Area D Director
Andy Shadrack concerning radioactive
fallout from Fukushima, asking:
“…why is our government
(and media) completely ignoring the
seriousness of this radiation situation?
We are regularly told of the day’s UV
index rating so we can protect ourselves
from too much sun. Radioactive fallout
should rate at least that high on the
essential information scale. I would
really appreciate some useful service,
and reliable information, from all levels
of government on this matter.”
None arrived.
Now, ten months later, the Journal of
Environmental Radioactivity (December
2011) confirms that radioactive fallout
from Fukushima – containing plutonium,
the most deadly manmade element in
existence – reached completely around
the northern hemisphere. Further, a
peer-reviewed study by the International
Journal of Health Services (December
2011), reveals that, in the first three and
a half months alone, an estimated 14,000
people (mostly infants) in the US were
killed due to this ongoing fallout. It is
reasonable to assume that a similar, or
higher, proportion of premature deaths
most likely occurred in Canada.
Every single level of government
has responded to this crisis with silence,
punctuated by denial and baseless
reassurances. We have been betrayed
by the professionals in our institutions
of higher learning, research academics,
and most obviously, the media. Rather
than provide the necessary information
to the public about how to protect
ourselves in what should have been
a national emergency, these officials
and institutions have neglected their
most basic responsibility to the people
of Canada in favour of doing damage
control for the nuclear power industry.
There is no reason to expect a
different response as radioactive debris
begins to wash up on the BC coast. Wellintentioned but ill-informed citizens will
pick up the dangerous debris, haul it in
their cars, store it in their trash cans, and
place it in local landfills. Their children
will play in the ‘hot’ sand, and everyone
will eat the ‘safe’ seafood. What value is
a government that does nothing to protect
the very people it exists to serve?
Bob Yetter
Argenta

I am very depressed and concerned
about the proposed new ferry for Galena
Bay on the Arrow Lakes Reservoir. This
decision represents the largest financial
burden or asset of the West Kootenay
since the Columbia River Treaty dams.
When the Columbia Basin Trust was
formed, its stated goal was to restore the
economic viability to the impacted areas.
To date nothing has happened. There has
been no economic return for what we
sacrificed for the greater good.
The Okanagan and the East
Kootenay both have north-south
connectors between Highway 1 and
Highway 3. The West Kootenay does
not. Highway 31 in the Kootenay Lake
Valley and Highway 6 in the Slocan
Valley terminate at the Galena Bay
ferry crossing. The ferry is a deterrent to
all commerce. It has a negative impact
on where industry locates. This ferry
crossing is reviewed as a dead end road
with long waits and no service at night.
I am a third generation resident of the
West Kootenay. Our home and business
were flooded behind the Duncan Dam.
Are we going to continue the sacrifice by
spending millions of dollars on a ferry
that will not address the real problem?
A fixed link with a causeway
and a bridge would revitalize the
West Kootenay economy. Reliable
transportation is of the utmost importance
to all industry and business that create
our much needed “jobs for families.”
The government’s concern about
affordability of a fixed link should be
addressed with the hundreds of millions
of dollars realized every year from the
water storage of the Arrow and Duncan
dams. What better way to spend the
money that is created in this area. The
fixed link will more than pay back its cost
by the rapid increase in commerce that
will be generated in the West Kootenay.
The stated objective of our
government to create “jobs for families”
could not be better served in the West
Kootenay. In truth, I have little faith that
the right decision will be made. I believe
the bureaucrats have already decided on
a new ferry and the West Kootenay will
remain depressed and out of step with
the rest of the province.
In closing, can you imagine Kelowna
with a new ferry instead of a second new
fixed link in less than 60 years? Their old
floating bridge would sure look good at
Galena Bay.
Larry Greenlaw
Meadow Creek

The Christmas season is a
‘mixed emotions time’ for me. I love
the Christmas lights, carols, cards,
and celebrations, but I feel guilt over
Western Christmas consumerism. But
the recognition that strikes me most is
that we Canadians ARE the 1% of the
most privileged people on the planet.
And what is the reason for the
season? It is often diminished in a secular
world, but LOVE was born in a barn,
in a Christ child, who gave us a perfect
example of how to live in compassion,
charity and justice. Jesus chose the poor,
rejected and marginalized people of his
society as friends, while he was rejected
and killed by the religious elites.
This Christmas message was
galvanized in the Amnesty International
‘Write for Rights’ event. We don’t need
money…just a bit of time to write letters in
order to help to set political prisoners free;
bring women’s rights to those sentenced
to stoning deaths or victims of rape.
But perhaps the most poignant of
the issues, especially for Canadians,
is the ‘third world’ living conditions
of aboriginal people here in Canada,
and globally. The recent focus on one
northern village is representative of
many in the north…for almost 100
years! We have momentary concern for
these deplorable living conditions, and
then we forget it all again. If you take an
outdoorsman and “trap” him in a small
space (a reservation) with no viable
employment, no recreation during dark
winter days, decrepit housing, inadequate
and expensive food, substandard or no
education, and an abundance of alcohol
and drugs…then the results are pretty
predictable. There is a way for the
healing of the long-standing injustices
against the First People of Canada.
The emergence of the Occupy
movement in 2011 is the most optimistic
sign of the return of People Power. This
concept is well known by the baby
boomer elite, but now that they are ‘the
Establishment,’ they had to discredit it as
being “unfocused and ineffective”...and
hope, like native issues, it would go away.
We all have the choice and voice to
simultaneously change ourselves and
change the world. Let this be our global
New Year’s resolution: to work to sustain
the planet and leave it inhabitable for
future generations, to help those less
fortunate than us, and to make 2012 a
new era of justice, peace and love.
Marion Bergevin
Nelson and Rosebery
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Spotlight on Shea Weighill, outstanding hockey player from Nakusp
by Timothy Schafer
When Shea Weighill first stepped
on the ice she was in love.
The Nakusp native was only
four years old when she started
skating but already she knew what
she wanted to do with her life: play
hockey.
And play she did. Weighill
played every day on the backyard
rink created by her dad Tim – a
former junior B hockey player – with
her older brother, Layne, and his
friends, pushing to try and compete
with the older, bigger players.
Thirteen years later, Weighill is
one of the best female midget hockey

players in the province, leading her
team, the Kootenay Wildcats, in
scoring for the second year in a row,
and was recently a standout at the
Female Midget AAA (FMAAA) All
Star Game in Langley.
The second-year right-winger
won the breakaway competition,
scoring on both of her chances, while
no one else could make good on all
of their opportunities. It was the
second year in a row she had won
the competition.
Despite a 3-12 season, Weighill
has had another standout season,
scoring five goals and three assists
in 13 games, chipping in 54 penalty

minutes to lead the team in all
categories.
“It’s still fun to play,” she said.
“It’s part of my life now, I can’t
imagine living without it.”
Although the Wildcats draw
from all over the East and West
Kootenay, geography remains their
biggest opponent, said Weighill.
Players like Weighill have to travel
more than 150 kilometres to Nelson
twice per week to practice.
And games are played in centres
like Kelowna (Rockets), Fraser Valley
(Phantoms), Vancouver (Fusion) and
Prince George (Cougars), adding to
the travel schedule.

Several solid seasons with
the Wildcats have spawned some
interest beyond the midget ranks,
with Calgary’s Southern Alberta
Institute of Technology women’s
team wanting her to come and try
out next year for the club.
She will likely take physiotherapy
to stay in the game, she said.
“It would be great to continue
with hockey beyond [the Wildcats],”
she said.
The Female Midget AAA
League was initiated in the 20072008 season in response to the
membership’s desire to provide an
opportunity for elite female hockey

compiled by Jan McMurray
Arrow Lakes Valley resident
and author Lucia Mann has been
gaining recognition for her efforts
to end modern-day slavery.
In December, she was given
two honours: she was named
REL-MAR McConnell Media
Company Person of the Year, and
her latest book, Rented Silence,
was the Bronze Seal Winner of the
Character Building Counts Book
Awards.
Nominees for the REL-MAR
McConnell Media Company
Person of the Year are selected for

their work in making this planet a
better place to live and their positive
contributions to society.
Winners of the Character
Building Counts Book Awards
contest are chosen by a panel of
international judges who consider
the follow criteria: characterbuilding message, writing quality,
creativity, design, and editing/
proofing. “Character Building
Counts Book Awards believes in
improving society one book at
a time,” states the press release
announcing the winners of the
contest.

Mann is the author of Beside
An Ocean of Sorrow (www.
b e s i d e a n d o c e a n o f s o r r o w.
com), Rented Silence, (www.
rentedsilence.com) and Africa’s
Unfinished Symphony (www.
africasunfinishedsymphony) and
is the founder of the Modern-day
Slavery Reporting Centre that
is a platform for people who are
modern-day slaves or persons who
wish to report modern-day slavery
activities. Information is channeled
to the proper law enforcement
channel internationally.
Mann also has a YouTube

Channel at www.YouTube.com/
authorluciamann and online stores
at www.zazzle.com/luciasstore.
Mann (www.luciamann.com) is
part Sicilian and part British South
African, born in British Colonial
South Africa in the wake of WWII.
After suffering from racial prejudice
most of her early life because she
was part Italian and part South
African, she saw and felt firsthand
the pain and suffering of those
who were thought to be inferior
because of the colour of their skin.
Her mission is to end prejudice and
slavery now and in the future.

players to come together to challenge
other elite female midget teams.
For more information about the
BC Hockey Female Midget AAA
League, check out www.bchockey.
net/fmaaa/Default.aspx.

Local author Lucia Mann receives honours

Ministry awards contract for the delivery of the Employment Program
of British Columbia to Arrow and Slocan Lakes Community Services
submitted
Arrow and Slocan Lakes
Community Services (ASLCS) has
been selected by the Province as
the successful proponent to deliver
the new Employment Program of
British Columbia. The program,
which will provide a single point of
entry for clients to access a variety
of diverse employment services,
will be delivered through WorkBC
Employment Services Centres in
communities across the province
in April 2012.
The centres will offer a flexible
menu of supports and services that
are individualized, based on client
need, and will be responsive to
economic conditions, labour market
and local needs. ASLCS will also
deliver specialized services to
eligible clients in partnership with
other service providers to meet the
needs of youth, Aboriginals and
people with disabilities.
“All service providers will
deliver the full suite of services
to citizens and will determine the
best way to meet the needs of
specialized populations and those
living in smaller communities,” said
Minister of Social Development
Stephanie Cadieux. “Each WorkBC
Employment Services Centre will be
able to make use of various outlets
to serve people better, including
satellite offices or mobile services
depending on the needs of the
community.”
Services at the WorkBC
Employment Services Centre will
be offered at the current ASLCS
locations, Outreach Employment
Services located at 205 6th Ave

NW, Nakusp and in New Denver at
317-6th Ave. (Main Street). ASLCS
will maintain strong community
ties to meet the needs of the region
by continuing to offer employment
services to rural and remote clients.
Arrow and Slocan Lakes
Community Services has provided
employment services for Nakusp
and area for over 30 years. With the
introduction of the new Employment
Program, ASLCS will continue to

provide services to Nakusp, New
Denver, Silverton, Trout Lake,
Edgewood, Fauquier and Burton,
with the extension of services to
Meadow Creek and Argenta. The
transition to the new program will
be smooth and seamless with no
disruption of services for clients.
Arrow & Slocan Lakes
Community Services was
incorporated as a provincial nonprofit society in 1974 and as a

Nakusp’s Shea Weighill plays hockey with
the Kootenay Wildcats.

School District
No. 10
(Arrow Lakes)
CASUAL CALL-OUT EMPLOYEES
School District No. 10 (Arrow Lakes) is accepting
applications for casual employees throughout the
district in the following job classification:
- Bus Drivers		
Successful candidates will have their names placed
on the C.U.P.E. Casual Call-Out List and are
needed to replace full and part-time employees on
an as required basis. A resume outlining grade 12
completion, qualifications, and experience should
be attached to your application.
For further information please contact the School
Board office in Nakusp, 265-3638 between the
hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
Please Note: that prior to being placed on the
casual call-out list, applicants must submit to a
criminal record search.

federally Registered Charitable
School District No. 10 (Arrow Lakes)
Organization in 1983. The Society
P.O. Box 340, Nakusp, BC V0G 1R0
was originally formed to deliver
homemaker services to the Nakusp
P.A.L.S.
area,
and since then has grown to
become a multi-program agency
encompassing Arrow, Slocan and
Trout Lakes region from Edgewood
to Nakusp to Silverton.
About 6,000 people live and
work in the area, and services
impact a wide range of the local
population,
from children to
P.A.L.S.
seniors. ASLCS’s vision is for
a happy, healthy community –
providing community based social
service solutions
such as affordable
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Congratulations to Graeme Bekker for winning the Governor General’s Bronze Medal for
Nakusp Secondary School. Graeme graduated with Honours in June 2011 with 108 credits –
only 80 credits are needed – and a grade 11/12 average just over 94%. Graeme is currently
attending the University of Alberta in Edmonton where he is pursuing an engineering degree.
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Proposed changes to Vimy Park Ring Road unpopular in Kaslo
by Jan McMurray
Kaslo council has received an
overwhelmingly negative response
from the public to its proposal to
change the Vimy Park Ring Road
traffic pattern.
Under the proposal, the ring road
would no longer be a through road.
Rather, there would be turnarounds at
Periwinkle Daycare. Vehicles could
still enter from either end of the road,
but would come to a cul-de-sac in
front of Periwinkle Daycare. So the
proposal would involve creating two
cul-de-sacs.
The public notice inviting
comments on the proposal indicates
that council came up with the proposal
in efforts to improve pedestrian and
playground safety, reduce vehicle
speed and reduce dust.

Comments were gathered until
January 5, and many were received
expressing opposition to the proposal.
A petition was also submitted to the
Village office with 137 signatures
indicating opposition to the traffic
pattern change.
At a Development Services
Committee meeting January 5, Kaslo
resident Janice Sinclair attended to
outline her objections to the proposal.
First, she put forward that safety, speed
and dust are actually not big issues on
the ring road. She said Periwinkle’s
manager had told her there is hardly
any traffic on the road during daycare
drop-off and pick-up times, and said
there is minimal pedestrian and vehicle
activity on the road most of the year.
Although Sinclair has been told
that youth race on the road at night,
she pointed out that the road is gated
at night from May 15 to September 15.
To deal with the dust, Sinclair
suggested that council plan to pave the
part of the road by the campground.
Sinclair also listed the negative
implications of the traffic pattern
change, which she suggested include a
loss of at least eight parking spots and
increased congestion at the skatepark
in summer. She said the cul-de-sacs
would impede pedestrian access, and
mentioned in particular motorized
scooters. “Emergency personnel I have
talked to all hate cul-de-sacs because
they compromise swift action,” she

LOOKING GOOD
CERAMIC/GLASS TILE
CARPET

VINYL/LINOLEUM
LAMINATE
BAMBOO

HARDWOOD
CHECK OUT THE NEW EURO CERAMIC
SAMPLES & DISPLAY

added.
The cost of creating the cul-de-sacs
and environmental factors such as an
increased carbon footprint were also
part of her arguments.
Finally, she appealed for the
preservation of the Village’s history
and character. “The shape of a
landscape has a profound effect on

the human spirit,” she said. “Many
of Kaslo’s seniors enjoy the leisurely,
scenic drive around the beachfront on
Ring Road.”
At the end of the presentation,
Councillor Suzan Hewat explained
that this was introduced to council as
a safety issue “so you can see that we
have no choice but to pursue an option

to try to alleviate that. But it may not be
the safety issue that was put forward,
so I appreciate you coming forward.”
Committee Chair Molly
Leathwood said the issue would be
tabled until the March Development
Services Committee meeting, as the
public works foreman is away in
February.

submitted
On January 3, 23 volunteers braved
snow showers and cold weather to
identify and count all species of birds
overwintering in the Slocan Lake area,
while four more volunteers kept watch
on their feeders.
The area searched encompassed
the communities of Hills, New Denver,
Silverton and lower Red Mountain
Road. The enthusiastic counters
identified 42 different species of birds.
Highlights of the count were 10
trumpeter swans at the north end of
the lake, a marsh wren, an American
kestrel, all four species of chickadee
and three American widgeon ducks.
The marsh wren has never before

been reported in this area during the
winter. A flock of approximately
60 evening grosbeaks was found
belabouring the local feeding stations
as well as the usual pine siskins (157 at
best count), chickadees and nuthatches.
Two Townsend’s solitaires were
spotted in New Denver and every
major creek had at least one water
ouzel (American dipper) foraging
under the rapids.
Five more species are known to
be here as well, having been spotted
within the ‘count week,’ the period
three days on either side of the count
day. They are not included in the actual
count of 42.
The Christmas Bird Count (CBC),

so named because it takes place during
the Christmas season, is organized
by Bird Studies Canada. One day
is selected by each participating
community to hold the count.
The area selected by the local
organizers is a circle with a radius of
approximately 12 kilometres from a
selected centre point.
This is the first CBC recorded
by Bird Studies Canada for the New
Denver area, although local residents
know that previous counts have been
made here.
Anyone knowing the location
of the results of previous counts is
invited to contact Richard Johnson at
258-2590.

submitted
Perfect weather conditions on
December 21 provided an opportunity
for approximately 50 neighbours
and friends to gather at the Kaslo
Trailblazers bridge to visit over hot
chocolate, enjoy a warm fire and

watch a lantern procession on the
main trail from town.
The bridge was especially magical
this year with its festive lights and the
soft glow of 24 tea light lanterns
hanging from the roof supports.
Holiday greetings and hugs of

good will were exchanged as people
gathered around the picnic tables to
tell stories and be thankful for all that
we enjoy in this place we call home.
The Kaslo Trailblazers look
forward to hosting this event for many
years to come.

submitted
Kaslo Concert Society presents
the Montreal-based woodwind
quintet, Pentaèdre, on Saturday,
January 28, 7:30 pm at St. Andrew’s
United Church in Kaslo.
Pentaèdre’s program title is
Opera Colada, a veritable cocktail
of favourite operatic melodies by
Mozart, Rossini, and Briccialdi in
the first half and then a quick change
to Latin American rhythms after
intermission.
In order to switch smoothly
from the operatic world to the
suavity of Latin music universe,

the ensemble’s bassoonist Mathieur
Lussier has written a short prelude in
which every instrument gets its own
moment of glory.
These five superb musicians
believe that there is no shame

in being entertaining and have
assembled this program in that spirit.
Tickets available at Figments
in Kaslo or at the door. Schoolage children admitted free when
accompanied by an adult patron.

submitted
Selkirk College in Nakusp offers
many avenues for learning.
Adult Basic Education (ABE)
is a springboard for many future
endeavours: upgrade skills and
academic courses to re-enter the work
force, complete high school, prepare

for post-secondary education, and get
tutorial help with courses from Selkirk
College as well as courses from other
institutions. For more information,
call Nathaniel or Andrea at 265-3640,
or drop by Nakusp Selkirk College,
Monday to Thursday, 9 am-12 pm and
1-4 pm.

Slocan Lake, a birding hotbed

Kaslo Trailblazers solstice celebration spreads good cheer

Woodwind quintet to perform in Kaslo

Learn something new

HYAN PORCELAIN TILE 12” X 24”
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SILVERTON BUILDING SUPPLIES
216 LAKE AVE. SILVERTON
PHONE: 358-2293
TOLL-FREE: 1-800-332-0588
sbs@silvertonbuilding.ca

A fire broke out in a garage on C Avenue in Upper Kaslo during the late morning of Boxing Day. The garage was destroyed but the fire did not
spread to the house, thanks to the efforts of the Kaslo Volunteer Fire Department. Fire Chief Larry Badry reports that the family was home at the
time, and that there were nine children in the house. They were told to evacuate by the firefighters.
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Local 2012 calendar steps ‘off the beaten path’ Kootenay style
submitted
Nelson locals Lucas Jmieff
and Ginia Hayward, owners
and operators of Kootenay
Kalendars, have released their
third local interest outdoor

adventure calendar titled ‘Off
the Beaten Path 2012.’
The quality gift calendar
is a “mountain mixture”
of spectacular landscape
photographs complemented

with outdoor adventure.
“We wanted to inspire
people with our calendar
images,” said professional
photographer and co-owner
of Kootenay Kalendars Lucas

Jmieff, “so we sought out
the most amazing landscapes
of the Kootenays and added
adventure to the photographs.
It really helps people imagine
themselves in a photograph

submitted by Barb Szuta
Eva Kelemen of the Kaslo
and District Public Library
was presented with the 2011
Community Literacy Award
on December 18. Barb Szuta
of the Columbia Basin Alliance
for Literacy (Kaslo/Balfour)
made the presentation. Eva was
recognized for her outstanding
commitment to literacy and

library services in the Kaslo
region.
Eva began working for
the library in 2005. In 2008,
she took over as temporary
library director and in 2010,
she became permanent library
director. During this time, Eva
has been a strong advocate for
improving the services and
programs at the library. She

has worked with the Village
of Kaslo and RDCK Area D
to secure more stable funding
and to ensure that this funding
is on par with other libraries
in the West Kootenay. She
has donated her time to apply
for grants, has increased the
number of hours that the library
is open and once she even
declined a pay raise in order

to maintain the library’s book
budget. Eva has helped the
library keep pace with the
many changes the library has
faced in the last five years
and she was instrumental in
linking the Kaslo Library to
55 libraries throughout British
Columbia.
In 2011, the library
received the unusual request to
temporarily relocate their entire
collection and services for nine
months. This was an enormous
undertaking and it meant that
the library was actually required
to move twice. Under Eva’s
guidance, this was successfully
accomplished and it was her
excellent organizational and
communication skills that
ensured that the library’s
services were only minimally
disrupted during these major
moves.
Thank you Eva Kelemen
for all of your hard work
and congratulations on your
Community Literacy Award!

Eva Kelemen receives Kaslo’s CBAL Community Literacy Award 2011

Eva Kelemen of the Kaslo and District Public Library received the CBAL Community Literacy Award for 2011.
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when there is a human element
to it.”
The calendar cover shot
features a hiker wrapped in a
Canadian flag taking in a view
of the teal-coloured and aptly
named Lake of the Hanging
Glacier, one of the most scenic
and pristine wilderness areas
of the entire Kootenay region,
and also the inspiration for the
local bumper sticker ‘Jumbo
Wild.’
Beyond the cover, Off the
Beaten Path is a 14-month
backcountry extravaganza,
showcasing imagery from
destinations including Monica
Meadows, Valhalla Provincial

Park, Jumbo Pass, Wilson
Falls, Idaho Peak, and the
Whitewater backcountry.
A slideshow of the calendar
can be viewed free online at:
www.kootenaykalendars.ca.
Off the Beaten Path 2012
calendars are available at the
following retailers. In Kaslo
- Kaslo Front Street Market,
Kootenay Mountain Sports,
Your Arts Desire. In New
Denver - Ravens Nest, New
Market Foods. In Nakusp
- Halcyon Hot Springs,
Overwaitea Foods. In the
Slocan Valley - Egg Cetera,
Evergreen Natural Foods,
Jennie’s Book Garden.

A holiday tradition – Fauquier Christmas bird count
submitted
For 33 years, the thirst
for knowledge along with
the desire to contribute to
scientific data has driven
dedicated people from the
comfort of a warm home
during the holiday season to
spend a day outside searching
for birds on the annual
Fauquier-Burton-Needles
Christmas Bird Count.
This year, on December
18, a balmy winter day, 19
intrepid birders, armed with
binoculars, spotting scopes
and bird guides, found a record
number of 50 species of birds.
The total of individual birds
counted was 984, an average
figure.
The birders, citizen
scientists, are part of an army
of people doing the footwork
for the more than a century
old research project of the
Audubon Society of America
and Bird Studies Canada.
The project, a one-day event,
is known as Christmas Bird
Count, involving thousands
of ‘count circles’ across all of
North and Central America,
and elsewhere. Fauquier’s
count is one of two carried out
on the Arrow Lakes – Nakusp
is the other.
Most of the birds found
this year are regular winter
residents, either in the forest,
townsites, near streams, or
around the lakeshore. Some
are easy to observe, but many
are quite elusive. The most
surprising bird spotted was

a northern hawk owl resting
on a power pole. All parties
saw these six species: flickers,
ravens, crows, black-capped
chickadees, red-breasted
nuthatches and Steller’s jays.
Near, or in the water, were the
usual mallards, buffleheads,
goldeneyes, as well as bald
eagles.
The participants were
Terryl Allen, Frank Appleton,
Chris and Susan Bampton,
Jean Bassett, Shelley
Bortnick, Bob Bowman,
Ruth Bumpus, Brian Carr,
Gary Davidson, Dwayne
Foster, Lucien Michaud, Ellen
Michiell, Tony Netting, Jim
Prentice, Crystal Spicer, Terry
Story and Elaine Tupper.
The complete list

of sightings: Canada
goose-143, gadwall-2,
mallard-17, bufflehead-82,
common goldeneye-8,
Barrow’s goldeneye-25,
goldeneye species-7,
hooded merganser-7,
common merganser-4, duck
species-2, ruffed grouse-11,
wild turkey-2, common
loon-2, horned grebe-85,
western grebe-3, great
blue heron-1, bald eagle-8,
northern harrier-1, sharpskinned hawk-1, northern
goshawk-1, rough-legged
hawk-1, Wilson’s snipe-6,
herring gull-1, gull species-1,
northern hawk owl-1,
northern pygmy owl-1, barred
owl-1, belted kingfisher-2,
d o w n y w o o d p e c k e r- 4 ,

hairy woodpecker-4,
northern flicker-15, pileated
woodpecker-3, gray jay-1,
Steller’s jay-20, American
crow-17, common
raven-62, black-capped
chickadee-51, chestnutbacked chickadee-10,
red-breasted nuthatch-16,
white-breasted nuthatch-4,
American dipper-4, brown
creeper-1, winter wren-6,
golden crowned kinglet-7,
American robin-1, European
starling-57, bohemian
waxwing-4, song sparrow-10,
house finch-2, common
redpoll-20, pine siskin-129,
American goldfinch-57,
evening grosbeak-32. Bird
count week added dark-eyed
junco and scaup species.

Re-Awakening
Health Centre

320 Broadway St. Nakusp	 250-265-3188

25% OFF ALL REGULAR
PRICED VITAMINS
ONE DAY ONLY –
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 18
WILD ROSE HERBAL D-TOX
On sale for
$34.99

while quantities last

Nakusp’s bulletin board on Broadway has been replaced, thanks to the leadership of resident Marc Heroux. Heroux and
Sondra Krajewski celebrate after pinning up the first Nakusp Community Potluck poster on the new board.

• Easy 12 day whole body cleanse
• Simple to use
• Includes a diet recommendation
Start your Herbal Detox today
and feel better!
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Silverton council, December 20: Wildfire interface funding approved

New Denver
Coin Laundry

Closing for
Maintenance
Jan 30 - Feb 10
inclusive
Re-opening Feb 11
Last chance to do
laundry – Jan 29

in early 2012, facilitated by Lafleur.
Clarke also reported that the staffing
situation is changing at the Chamber.
Currently, one person (Jeff Bustard) is
the Chamber manager and the Visitor
InfoCentre manager. The job will now
be divided into two, and the Chamber’s
staffing committee has met to draft the
two job descriptions.

• Council received correspondence
regarding the Village’s law firm. One
of the partners in the firm, Lorena
Staples, has opened her own practice.
Consequently, the Village’s law firm
has now changed its name to Stewart
McDannold Stuart. Council may
choose to switch firms to Lorena
Staples – this was tabled to the next

meeting.
• An update on RCMP contract
negotiations was received from UBCM.
The UBCM executive has indicated
its support in principle for the new
draft agreement. One highlight of the
proposed agreement is enhanced local
government oversight and governance.
Local governments will also have more

ability to contain and control their costs.
Further, a BC Independent Investigation
Office has been created to review all
serious complaints involving the RCMP
and will be operational by mid 2012.
• The 2012 support agreement with
MuniWare Local Government Financial
Software will be signed. The service
costs $475.16 plus HST per month.

by Timothy Schafer
One of the region’s oldest
traditions was being grasped by some
of the West Kootenay’s youngest
folk.
Aboriginal students from
Kindergarten to Grade 4 at South
Slocan’s Brent Kennedy Elementary
School received instruction in
the age-old technique of caribou
hair tufting, part of the cultural
programming offered through Slocan
Valley-based Onewolf Aboriginal
Education.
In the tufting program, children
learned knot tying and hand work
with a needle and thread, some of
the skills necessary for decoration
on traditional aboriginal clothing and
footwear.
For the tufting, strips of hide
with attached hair is harvested from
fleshed animals, dyed, dried and
stored for use.
Tufts of hair are attached to velvet
fabric with a canvas backing through
the use of loops of thread and knotted

on the back of the canvas. Designs are
trimmed with scissors.
The class was one of 21 different
courses Onewolf founder and
instructor Toni Appleby has been
teaching in the area for several years
to students in Kindergarten to Grade
12.
“There’s a real gap for aboriginal
education in this district,” she said.
“And there is a need for cultural
programming,” considering the
number of aboriginal students in the
West Kootenay.
Other courses include medicine
wheel and smudging, button blankets,
totems and animal spirits, pine needle
basketry, cedar bark knife sheaths,
Métis flower beadwork and power
necklaces.
Onewolf also offers several
field trips, such as bighorn sheep to
Kootenay Pass for bighorn sheep and
mule deer viewing, a biodiversity
fieldtrip to Spokane, fall hiking into
the crystal caves, and a rosehip tea
field trip for wild edibles field trip

and cookout.
For more information on the

courses, contact Toni Appleby at
505-3172 or wildlupine@gmail.com.

by Andrew Rhodes
Every year just before Christmas
and just before Easter, the New Denver
Community Christmas Sharing Program
gears up to distribute boxes of groceries
to local folks who could use a little help
with food for that holiday season. Sue
Davies, who organizes the program, says
that year after year the local community
has been very generous with donations of
food and finances to make it all happen.
There are also quite a few volunteers
who gather at Bosun Hall over a two-day
period to set up and label the hampers for
at least 34 families.

Hampers are made to order for
individual families. Boxes for food are
set up, arranged and labeled on day
one, and on day two a huge amount
of food arrives and is distributed into
boxes for each family. There’s always
a turkey, chicken or ham depending on
the families’ requests, and enough fresh
produce and other food items to fill
several boxes for each family. No one is
overlooked. Families can either pick up

Caribou hair tufting at Brent Kennedy School
Photo credit:Timothy Schafer

by Jan McMurray
• Acting CAO Elaine Rogers
reported that the application for wildfire
interface work has been approved. The
Slocan Integral Forestry Co-op (Slocan
Valley Community Forest) will work
on the project over the next couple of
years, she said.
• Mayor Provan thanked Acting
CAO Rogers for her professionalism
during the transition to the new
council. She reported that the AKBLG
(Association of Kootenay Boundary
Local Governments) seminar in
Rossland was worthwhile. She also
reported on an emergency preparedness
workshop she attended.
Provan said she would keep
regular hours at the Village office to
be available to the public. She said
those hours would be posted.
• Councillor Main reported
on RDCK meetings. She has been
appointed to the Westbank Treaty
and Invasive Plant committees as the
alternate; Hillary Elliott of Slocan is
the main appointee to both committees.
Main will be attending an FCM
(Federation of Canadian Municipalities)
conference in Saskatoon in June and a
UBCM (Union of BC Municipalities)
conference in Victoria in September, at
RDCK expense.
She said that RDCK Director Hans
Cunningham, outgoing president of
FCM, reported that there will likely
be another round of infrastructure
grants in the near future. He spoke to
the importance of having shovel ready
projects in order to take advantage of
this funding.
Councillor Main attended the
CBT Youth Initiative meeting in New
Denver on December 12. The New
Denver/Silverton area will receive
$25,000 per year over four years from
CBT for a youth project. She said there
were about 50 youth and adults in equal
representation at the meeting, and they
agreed to work on establishing a youth
centre.
• Councillor Jason Clarke reported
that the Chamber of Commerce is
planning its January 30 AGM with
guest speaker Lynda Lafleur and a
focus on the organization’s 100th
anniversary. The Chamber intends to
undergo a strategic planning session

Madison Kopp, 6, receives some all-encompassing instruction in trimming the caribou hair tuft
from Brenda Fraser, teacher’s assistant at Brent Kennedy School.

Three cheers for New Denver’s Food Hamper Program
their hampers or request delivery.
It is quite a big community effort,
and a great deal of credit goes to food and
financial donors including individuals,
local stores, local businesses, churches
and many more organizations. The team
of volunteers also works very hard to get
it all done. The Community Christmas
Sharing Program is something that all
of New Denver can be very proud of.
If you wish to get involved as a donor

or volunteer or in any other capacity, you
may call Sue Davies at 250-358-7787
for any information you might need.
Monetary donations may be sent to
Box 445, New Denver, BC V0G 1S0.
Throughout the year there are also boxes
at local businesses for donations of nonperishable food items. Many big thank
yous to everyone who contributes, in any
fashion, to this wonderful program. It is
greatly appreciated.

Lucerne Writers
Coffeehouse – a
can’t miss event

submitted
The Lucerne School Writing
class is hosting its annual Writers
Coffeehouse on Thursday, January
19 at 7 pm at the Silverton Gallery.
Admission is by donation and all
proceeds go toward the writing class
field trip to Banff.
In addition to the writers reading
their pieces, there will be snacks
and refreshments. Writers have
been working on their short stories,
poems and podcasts since September
and would love it if you attended.
Parents and all community members
are invited.

Smokey Creek Salvage
24 HR TOWING

New & Used Auto Parts, Back Hoe Work,
Certified Welding & Repairs, Vehicle Removal
WE BUY CARS & TRUCKS

359-7815 ; 1-877-376-6539
3453 YEATMAN RD, SOUTH SLOCAN

Lucerne School’s 2011 recipient of the Governor General’s Academic Medal is Michael Ryu, the graduate with the highest average in his grades
11 and 12 courses. Principal Natasha Miles presented Michael with the medal on January 2. Michael is currently in his first year of a Bachelor of
Science program at the University of Alberta in Edmonton, and plans to go into dentistry.

KASLO & DISTRICT
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Kaslo council, December 13: Chamber proposes closer working relationship with council
by Jan McMurray
• Debra Hamilton and Steve Hoffart
attended on behalf of the Chamber of
Commerce. They proposed a closer
working relationship between council
and the local business community, and
asked council to choose a community
economic development model
presently used by Nelson, Nakusp and
Selkirk College.
• A letter will be written to Telus
requesting increased bandwidth
for Kaslo to encourage economic
development.
• The Village will write a letter to
Esso, asking what the potential is to
utilize its property to alleviate parking
congestion downtown.
• A strategic priority-setting
exercise will be included on the agenda
for the first budget committee meeting
in January 2012.
• Staff was asked to arrange a
mutually convenient time to hold a
special meeting with Area D Director
Shadrack to discuss setting some joint
goals for Kaslo and Area D during this
term of office.
• A strong diesel smell at the
logger sports grounds was reported
to the Village office on December 5.
Bruce Freeman of the Logger Sports
Committee was contacted, and his
response on December 8 explains that
an excavator on the site was vandalized,
and all its diesel fuel – hundreds of
dollars worth – was siphoned. He says
the vandals spilled some fuel over an
area about five feet by three feet, and
he cannot do anything about it until the
ground thaws.
• Council expressed its full support

for Kaslo’s Sustainable Complex
Project 2011, which includes
upgrades to the arena and curling
rink complex. An application will
go in to the Community Recreation
funding program for the project, valued
at $235,832. Upgrades include a
new compressor and chiller for the
curling club, a new compressor and
dehumidifier for the arena, electrical
upgrades, fire exit doors, exit door
shelters, acoustic conditioning, and
concession upgrades (fire suppression
system and hood and vent system).
• Council received a proposal to
update Kaslo’s zoning bylaw from
consultant Patricia Dehnel, who
recently completed an extensive update
to the Village of Slocan’s OCP (Official
Community Plan). Her estimated cost
to update Kaslo’s zoning bylaw is
$13,000. Her proposal was referred to
budget deliberations.
• Council received the North
Kootenay Lake Bear Aware annual
report for 2011, and referred it to
2012 budget deliberations and to the
Municipal Services Committee. The
report summary indicates that 2011
was a particularly difficult year because
spring came late and the huckleberry
crop was poor – at least 11 black bears
were destroyed in Kaslo and Area D
during the period May-November
2011. The report also states that the
community is quite knowledgeable
about bears and most people are
managing attractants well.
• An agreement between the Kaslo
Boat Club and the Kaslo Bay Marine
Club regarding their joint lease was
received.

The agreement resolves a dispute
between the two clubs over ownership
of a 12-foot-wide area covered by the
joint lease. The clubs have split the
disputed area in half. The westernmost
half now belongs to the Kaslo Boat
Club and the easternmost half belongs
to the Kaslo Bay Marine Club.
• The Heritage Legacy Fund
acknowledged receipt of the final report
on Kaslo’s City Hall window and door
refurbishing project and released the
final payment of $12,500 to the Village.
The Heritage Legacy Fund contributed
a total of $25,000 to the project.
• The $165,455 Kemp Creek
reservoir upgrade project has been
substantially completed. By April
30, Maglio Installations is to install a
manhole barrel and hatch cover on top
of the reservoir stilling well.
• JDQ Engineering, project manager
for the Kemball Memorial Centre
geoexchange installation, emailed
the Village with recommendations
on improving the efficiency of the
original Kemball Memorial Centre
boiler system. The geoexchange retrofit
will connect to the existing boiler
system with minimal changes; the
recommended upgrades to the boiler
system can be done as budget allows.
The email was referred to the Building
Management Select Committee and
2012 budget deliberations.
• Council passed a resolution
endorsing the letter sent by more
than 45 scientists to the co-chairs of
the Fish and Wildlife Compensation
Program Steering Committee regarding
BC Hydro’s decision to close the
Nelson office of the Fish and Wildlife

Compensation Program, and advising
the Village supports the retention of this
office in Nelson.
• Council received a letter from
a resident regarding her property tax
account. Her property was purchased
by the Village at tax sale on September
26, 2011. However, the resident
claims that the Village office has made
significant errors on the account, and
that her property was ineligible for tax
sale. The correspondence was referred
to Deputy Clerk Carol Hughes for reply.
• Councillor Hewat’s proposal for
council to go paperless was referred
to 2012 budget deliberations. Hewat
suggests iPads for each council member.
The agenda package would be scanned
and sent digitally, with a paper copy
available in the public binder.
• Council received a memo from
Deputy Clerk Carol Hughes regarding
the ‘Audit Working Papers’ workshop
she attended in Vancouver. Hughes
says she feels more prepared to have
all information compiled and ready for
the auditor this year.
As a result of the workshop, she
recommended that the fire department
be included in the annual audit process.
Council asked staff to determine the
cost of this.
• The following policy was referred
to the Municipal Services Committee
for recommendation to council: “That
it be a Village policy that contracts less
than $5,000 can be direct awarded,
and up to $10,000 direct awarded in
emergency situations, at the discretion
of the Public Works Foreman and the
Chief Administrative Officer.”
• A letter will be sent to Sasha

submitted
The Kaslo to Sandon Rails to
Trails Society has been building a
trail from Kaslo to Sandon since
1991. The trail is currently in place
from the west end of Zwicky Road
in Kaslo all the way to Fish Lake –
a 28-kilometre stretch. The trail is
very passable, although some work
remains to be done.
The multi-use trail follows the
old Kaslo to New Denver highway,
commonly referred to as the Wagon
Road, and sections of the old K&S
railway right-of-way. It winds its
way through pristine forest and
mountain areas and is enjoyed by
hikers, bikers, horse riders and
skiers. The trail is motorized, and
ATV and snowmobile enthusiasts
also use the trail.
The long-term vision of the
society is to create a trail all the way
from Kaslo to Nakusp, involving
the Slocan Valley, New Denver and
Nakusp trail societies.
Around 1955 the new Highway
31A was constructed on the old K &
S Railway right-of-way. This left the
old wagon road pretty much unused
until 1991 when the Kaslo to Sandon
Rails to Trails Society first began
and was subsequently registered
under the Society Act on April 27,
1999. The original organizer was
Jim Embery of Kaslo and some of
the original founding citizens are still
members of the society.
The Rails to Trails Society has
an ‘Adopt a Trail’ program that

has been a great success. Various
community groups and individuals
have volunteered to maintain their
specific section of the trail, looking
after brushing, clearing and light
maintenance.
2011 was a busy year with two
major washouts due to the high levels
of spring run-off. A huge washout
near the 19-kilometre mark took out
an old culvert and a section of the
road, creating a chasm 35 feet wide
and 25 feet deep. The Recreation

Sites and Trails Branch of the
Ministry of Forests donated a culvert
(3 feet by 20 feet) and provided funds
to hire a large excavator to repair the
damage. Several volunteers worked
on the project and the use of a small
excavator was donated.
Another major washout occurred
near the 26-kilometre mark and was
repaired with the construction of a
bridge 22 feet long. One volunteer
provided his excavator and donated
all of the material for the bridge. At

the 27-kilometre mark, a culvert was
placed over a small creek in order to
improve the trail.
The Kaslo to Sandon Rails to
Trails Society welcomes Kaslo and
area residents and tourists to come
and enjoy this scenic trail. The
society also extends appreciation
to the Ministry of Forests and to all
of the many volunteers who have
donated countless hours of work to
provide the community with this
wonderful recreation route.

Kaslo to Sandon Rails to Trails Society invites all to enjoy the trail

Cuff advising any light industrial
development at the Kaslo aerodrome
property would meet all standards for
air, water and contaminants and, at the
same time, be assessed on the merits
of creating local employment and
increasing Kaslo’s tax base.
• Council decided on names for
two lanes. The lane bounded by 2nd
and 3rd Streets, and E and F Avenues
is Loki Lane; the lane bounded by 3rd
and 4th Streets, and D and E Avenues
is River Lane.
• The Village will express interest in
participating in the RDCK Woodstove
Exchange Program in 2012. To
participate, the municipality must
commit to contributing a rebate of $100
for every stove exchanged within Kaslo.
The Village is willing to contribute $500
(five woodstove exchanges).
• Staff will meet to discuss
development of a Memorandum of
Understanding between the Village
of Kaslo and the RDCK concerning
the access road to the existing transfer
station.
• The Village will provide a letter of
support to the RDCK for its Community
Recreation Grant application for the
Kaslo Outdoor Recreation Society.
• Council asked staff to research
requests made in the past to the IHA
for 10 additional long-term care beds
in Kaslo.
• Bylaw 1081, Procedures Bylaw,
will be amended to reduce council
members’ speaking time from fifteen
minutes to three minutes.
• All members of council were
authorized to attend the Local
Government Leadership Academy
Elected Officials Seminar scheduled
to be held in Nelson February 15-17
inclusive, with expenses paid pursuant
to municipal policy.
• Council received correspondence
from the Village of Slocan and JVH
student Douglas Watt expressing
concern about CETA (Canada-European
Union Comprehensive Economic &
Trade Agreement). Council decided to
request information about the agreement
from the Province, the Federation of
Candian Municipalities and the Union
of BC Municipalities.
• Council accepted Falkins
Insurance Group’s commercial
insurance proposal for 2012 in the
amount of $37,122.
• The Village of Kaslo will
acknowledge the many years Kaslo
Cable served the community.

Real Estate in Kaslo and
North Kootenay Lake
www.century21kaslo.com
kul@century21kaslo.com
250-505-4722
Century21 Mountainview Realty Ltd.

Open Daily
6:30 am to
8:00 pm
– Licensed –

Kaslo resident Hugh Sinclair won the Helping Hand Trust’s raffle for a chainsaw. The raffle raised over $1,900 for the Trust, which provides a
helping hand to Kaslo and Area D adults who are in need and have to leave the area for medical tests or treatment. The Trust thanks everyone
who donated to the cause, and particularly Kaslo Logger Sports for the donation of the saw. Pictured here is Hugh Sinclair with Helping Hand
Trust Directors Janneme Frouws, Elizabeth Scarlett and Larry Badry.

Located at the Heart of
Front Street • 353-2955
“Best Eggs Benedict Ever”
“Mexican, Salads,
Dinners, Wraps & Stir-Fry
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Announcements

SMALL TOWN, BIG FUN. Help support
New Denver Movie Night in order to keep
it running. Check community calendar for
monthly movie dates. Find us on Facebook
‘Movie Night at the Bosun’ and watch for
local posters.

Business Opportunities

UNEMPLOYED and thinking of starting
your own business? Community Futures
offers the Self Employment grant, business
loans, counselling and training in the Arrow
& Slocan Lakes area. For more info leave
a message at 265-3674 ext. 201 or email
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

Coming Events

BEREAVEMENT JOURNAL GROUP
(10 weeks) begins January 26 and runs
through March 29 on Thursday afternoons
(1-2:30 pm) at Hand & Soul Wellness
Centre in Silverton. Facilitated by Sue
Mistretta, M.A. $15/ session or $120 paid in
advance. Call 358-2177 to inquire, register
or to request a detailed flyer.
MOVIE NIGHT AT THE BOSUN Hall.
Friday, January 20. Showing: Puss in Boots
@ 7 pm sharp. Footloose @ 9 pm. Admission
$3 per movie. We have concession.

DR. FUN, the Godfather of Gusto,
returns for an Intensive Care call at 20TH
ANNUAL WINTER BLUES BOOGIE
with No Excuse and Bessie and the Back
Eddies, Saturday, February 4, Silverton
Hall. Tickets $17, advance only, at: Apple
Tree and Mountainberry, New Denver;
Silverton Building Supplies and Cup &
Saucer, Silverton; Figments, Kaslo; Winlaw
MiniMart; Broadway Deli, Nakusp;
Cottonwood Kitchen, Nelson. Sold out
past 15 years. Book now! Further info at
250-358-7765. Come and ‘Feel the Heal!’

For rent

SUITE FOR RENT – One mile from
Nakusp. On acreage. 3 bdr. Appliances.
Available. $700/month. 250-575-8867 or
250-265-4914.
NEWER QUALITY COTTAGE
near Winlaw. 2 beds, loft. Quiet, sunny,
valley views. Suitable 2 people. www.
merryproperties.com $795/mo. 250226-0034.
WINLAW 3 BEDROOM newer home,
2 bathrooms, 1500 sq. ft., appliances,
electric heat, beautiful view of Frog Peak.
40 minutes from Nelson, Castlegar, Trail.
Landlord references, no indoor pets, no

CLASSIFIED ADS

smoking. Available. $1200 plus deposit.
250-265-0168. Sonja.
FOR RENT, 1 bdr & 2 bdr apartments
in Rotary Villa Phase 4 building Nakusp
BC. Senior Housing 55+ Independent
living. New Secure Building, Small pet
welcome. Inf. www.arrowtarian.com or
call Trish Office 265-2020 / cell 265-1247.
Tenants could be eligible for SAFER see
BC Housing website.
ONE BEDROOM CABIN in Nakusp for
rent. Non-smoker, quiet person, no pets.
References required. $460 per month plus
utilities and security deposit. Call 250-6752661 or 250-265-1149.
HOUSE FOR RENT NEW DENVER
2 1/2 bdr. elctr/wood heat w/d, carport,
storage. ph. 250-358-2689.

For sale

T W O L E F T- H A N D A C O R N
STAIRLIFTS for split-level home. New,
and still in boxes. $3,500. 250-265-4145.
ELMIRASTOVEWORKS FIREPLACE
INSERT series 1500. Glass etched goldplated door. Check internet for dimensions.
Asking $500 obo. 250-352-6137.
PUPPIES – Akita, wolf, husky, black lab.
Ready to go. $300. 250-358-2664.
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Found

NYLON TOOL POUCH found at Hwy 6,
Passmore. 250-226-0027 to claim.

Health

FELDENKRAIS Awareness Through
Movement classes: *Nakusp *Winlaw. *
Relax * Release Tension * Relieve Pain
* Breathe Easier * Sleep Better * Tyson
250-226-6826 * thaitouch@yahoo.com.
YOGA AT THE DOMES - TIME
CHANGE FOR CLASSES – Monday
morning 9-10:30, THURSDAY afternoon
4:00-5:30. OPEN TO ALL LEVELS.
YOGA IN SILVERTON!!! Wednesdays
7 pm with Christopher, Sundays 10 am
with Anastasia at Hand & Soul. 3587773, lovingspirit@rocketmail.com.

Help Wanted

PART-TIME OFFICE ASSISTANT
wanted at Valley Voice newspaper office
in New Denver. Job involves varied
office tasks, including receptionist duties,
completing online forms, filing, cleaning,
preparing mailouts, and invoicing.
Familiarity with Simply Accounting, and
writing and editing skills are assets. Please
submit resume and cover letter by January
20 by email to valleyvoice@valleyvoice.

ca or by fax to 250-358-7793 or by mail
to Valley Voice, Box 70, New Denver, BC
V0G 1S0.

Lost

BELOVED GREY MITTS lost on
Saturday, December 17 on Main St., New
Denver. If found, please phone 250-3582355. Many thanks.

Mobile Home

1996 2 BDRM PLUS ADDITION. 5
appliances, vaulted ceiling, sunken living
room, large deck. Excellent condition.
Located in Nakusp MHP near golf course.
Covered storage available for RV and/or
boat. View at www.bchomesforsale.com/
view/nakusp/harold or call 250-265-1730.

Notices

FOR INFORMATION ON AA OR
ALANON MEETINGS contact in New
Denver: 358-7904 or 358-7158; Nakusp
265-4924; Kaslo 353-2658; Slocan 3552805; South Slocan 226-7705.
NAKUSP FIGURE SKATING CLUB is
currently accepting registrations for boys
and girls of all ages to join all of the club’s
programs from January to March 2012.
For more information or to register, contact
Valerie Hill - 250-265-9958.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

AUTOMOTIVE • SMALL MOTORS • MACHINE SHOP
and

Caribou Service
(250) 265-3191

24 Hr Towing and Recovery
Auto Repairs & Tires
Auto Parts

5549 Frontage Road
Burton, BC

COMPUTER
- Repairs
Palmer
- Upgrades
Computer - Consulting
Microsoft Certified
Services
Systems Engineer
Phone: 355-2235
ken@palmercomputerservices.com

• welding repairs • full service &
repair • licenced technician • radiator
repairs & service • mobile service
available • fast, friendly service

BCAA Towing

24 hour towing
1007 hwy 23, nakusp
ph: 265-4577

Nakusp 265-4406

USED GOODS

NAKUSP GLASS

The Donation Store

Main Street • New Denver
Open 10 am - 2 pm • Monday - Saturday
(depending on available volunteers)
Help us help you

Even little ads get noticed
in the Valley Voice

JEWELRY
Jo’s Jewelry

Custom Work and Repair in
Silver and Gold, by Appointment

358-2134

New Denver, Goldsmith Jo-Anne Barclay

201 Broadway
265-3252

SALES & SERVICE
98 - 1st Street, Nakusp • 265-4911
OPEN TUES - SAT
CHAINSAWS
TRIMMERS
• Stihl
• Stihl
• Husqvarna
• Husqvarna
MOWERS
SMALL ENGINES
• Husqvarna
• Tecumseh
• Toro • Snapper • Honda
• Lawnboy
• Briggs & Stratton

RECYCLING
MOUNTAIN VALLEY STATION
BOTTLE DEPOT
Slocan City • 355-2245
Open MON - SAT 9-5
Your “Bottle Drive” Specialists

HEALTH • WELL-BEING • FITNESS • ENVIRONMENT
MASSAGE THERAPIES

Myofascial, Swedish, Lymphatic, Joint Play, Craniosacral,
Visceral, Somatoemotion, Chakras, Nutrition etc.
MTA rates (Low income consideration)
also MSP, WCB, ICBC & care plans
Garth R. Hunter, R.M.T.
Slocan Health Clinic - Thursdays

250-358-2364 • Mobile & Office

Spectrum Home & Family Care
Helping you maintain
YOUR lifesyle!
Free consultations
in the West Kootenay

250-265-3842
www.spectrumhomesupport.ca

Hand & Soul Wellness Centre
Larry Zaleski, D.C. Chiropractor

Mondays & Fridays - Silverton • Every other Wednesday in Winlaw or Nakusp

Sue Mistretta, M.A., CCC Counsellor/Expressive Arts

358-2177

www.handandsoul.ca

The clear choice for
all your glass needs!

EQUIPMENT RENTAL

COLES RENTALS

HEATERS (PROPANE & ELECTRIC)
PLATE TAMPERS, JUMPING JACKS, REBAR BENDER
JACKHAMMERS, HAMMER DRILLS, CONCRETE
MIXERS, CONCRETE SAWS, TILECUTTERS,
BLOCKCUTTERS, SCAFFOLDING, FLOOR SANDERS,
NAILERS - ALL TYPES, LM ROTARY LAZER TRANSIT,
GENERATORS, WATER PUMPS, COMPRESSORS,
INSULATED TARPS, PRESSURE WASHERS, ROTO
TILLER, LAWN COMBER, AERATOR, PROPERTY PIN
LOCATOR, GAS POST HOLE DIGGER, CONCRETE
FLOOR GRINDER
...AND MUCH MORE!
PHONE 358-2632
1-888-358-2632

Nakusp Taxi
250-265-8222
Pick up and Delivery

Let us get it for you
• Auto parts • Groceries
• Pharmacy • Cigarettes
• Take out food

Just let your local business know your needs
and we will deliver them to you.
Alcoholic beverages until 11:00 pm

This space could be yours for
$11.00 + GST per issue.
Call 358-7218 or email:
valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca
for details

HAIR
Ava’ s
Hair

Studio

OPEN YEAR-ROUND
358-7769

Far right entrance of the Wild Rose Restaurant in Rosebery

Meat Cutting BREWING
Legendary Meats
Custom Cutting & Sausage
Making, Curing & Smoking of
Bacons & Hams
Mobile BBQ Services & Hog
Roaster Rentals
• Christmas Tree Sales •
www.legendarymeats.ca
Phone/Fax: 250-226-7803
2826 Hwy 6 • Slocan Park

Winlaw Brew-Op

Wine & Beer Making Kits
to satisfy all budgets!
Take-Home Kits, or Brew it with Us!
Open 11:00 to 6:00 Tues. to Sat.
5972 Cedar Creek Road, Winlaw • 226-7328

Specialty Coffees, Teas,
U-Brews and Kits for Home
• Open Every Day

Nakusp

265-4701
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Obituaries

JUDY MARIE SUNDSTROM passed
away on December 14, 2011 in Calgary
,AB. She was born on March 15 ,1966.
She is survived by mother Ileen and two
brothers Tom and Fred. Two beautiful
daughters Jessica and Nicole. Niece Suzie
(Stu) and three nephew Brandon and Adrian
and Ryan and great nephew Colten and
great niece Sonja. Judy, you will always be
in our hearts, please know how much you
were loved and will be missed. The service
will be posted at a later date.

community. Peter’s strong sense of family,
devotion to the land around his Hills, BC
home, and his extensive knowledge of
mining, geology and history helped him
maintain a positive outlook through his
recent physical challenges. He was a mentor
to many people, a pioneer of the land and a
champion of individualism.
The Leontowicz family would like to
extend their heartfelt appreciation both
to the staff at the Trail and New Denver
hospitals for their care of Peter, as well
as to the generous outpouring of support
and generosity from the entire Hills, New
Denver and Nakusp community. Thank
you so much.

Real Estate

LEONTOWICZ, Peter
July 7, 1923 - December 10, 2010
Passed away peacefully at Kootenay
Boundary Regional Hospital in Trail, B.C.
in his 88th year.
Peter will be greatly missed by his
children George (Cely), Sonya (Gerry),
Anita and Nina (Paul). He was a proud
Deda to his grandchildren Trish, Jonathan,
Camille, Melissa, Melanie, Patrick,
Morgan, Peter, George, Paul and Brian,
who all cherished him greatly.
Peter was born in Ituna, SK to a family
of three sisters and six brothers. One dear
sister, Mary of Winnipeg, MB survives
him. His devoted wife Olga, who Peter
married in 1951, and his loving son John,
also predeceased him.
A veteran of World War II, Peter
served in the Merchant Navy, and later
gave much time, energy, and resources
to developing the wider Slocan Lake

PROPERTY FOR SALE by owner.
.52 acre, fully serviced, top soil and
equipment for construction available.
Rosebery – property borders provincial
park. Temporary living quarters in place.
Asking $98,500. Call Ron 250-358-2389.
20 ACRES SILVERTON – On Red Mtn.
Rd. with hydro and telephone at lot line and
water licence in place. Great investment in
area that promises a good home site and an
opportunity for outdoor enthusiasts to enjoy
all the activities the Slocan Valley has to
offer. Priced to sell at $150,000. Call Larry
at Landquest Realty Corp 250-513-2733.

Services

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL SEPTIC
TANK CLEANING: “Serving the Valley” 7
days/wk, 24-hr. All-Around Septic Services, Don
Brown (250) 354-3644, emergency 352-5676.
ROGAN ELECTRIC Residential,
commercial, industrial wiring. Local
references available. All work guaranteed.
“We get the job done.” 353-9638.
PETER’S WINDOWS & DOORS – Sales
and installations. Energy efficient vinyl and
wood windows. Renovations/upgrades of
wooden and metal windows and doors.
Peter Demoskoff 250-399-0079.

CLASSIFIED ADS

In memory of Peter Leontowicz
submitted by Gerry Dahl
As many know, Pete passed away
December 10, 2011 after a life full of
adventure and hard work on the earth’s
surface, prospecting, and underground in
mines nation wide.
He has a large family and was a great
family man, worker, prospector, storyteller
and had no shortage of information on
GERRY CONWAY – Journeyman
carpenter/builder. 250-265-3163.
FRUIT TREE PRUNING plus cleanup and removal, January to March only.
All fruit and ornamental trees. Nakusp,
Burton, Fauquier, Edgewood areas. Ray
250-269-7324.

Wanted

REBOUNDER MINI TRAMPOLINE
wanted. Call Jan: 250-358-7218 or 250358-7215.

many topics, none more so than minerals
and mining.
He was an avid reader and researched
many areas including the entire Slocan
Valley for minerals; his work is well recorded
with Mineral Titles and he was carefully
watched by many mining companies over
decades and had dealings with numerous
companies, large and small. His knowledge
was sought out by many, including what we
call professionals in the industry.
The Retallack ski lodge was one of his
endeavours. It is world class, and all of
the prominent industry shareholders still
consider him the founding member.
Pete was a generous philanthropist and
donated to many different causes, including
the large rocks on 6th Ave. in New Denver,
as well as donating to the Silverton museum
and the ski lodge in Retallack to name a few.
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When he settled in Hills some 50 years
ago, he quickly became a founding member
of the community and assisted in many needs
for many people over the decades.
His gentle demeanor made it easy for
self interest groups and mining companies
to deal with him. As computers took, he
was saddened to see the industry change
the way it had.
It still amazes me how he stayed in
this tough industry through all the ups and
downs over all those years. He worked for
his family’s future, maintained a sense of
humour and yes, he was a smart visionary.

Slocan Valley Recreation

HOCKEY DAY IN WINLAW - sign-up required. Saturday, January 14, 11am-3pm.
Rink behind Sleep is for Sissies. All Ages.
GROOVEFIT - with Lisa Hanning. Thursdays 5pm-6:15pm, Slocan Park Hall.
DANCE CONDITIONING - with Lisa Hanning. Thursdays 6:30-7:30pm, Slocan
Park Hall.
QUILT A TABLE RUNNER - with Karen Markin. January 3, 18 & 25 (Saturdays) 1-3pm,
Slocan Park.
ART & STORYTELLING - ages 9-12 with Charlotte Erlandsson. January 14-February
4 (Saturdays) 1-2:30pm at Brent Kennedy.
GERMAN LANGUAGE all skill levels - with Ursula Schantz. January 17-March 6
(Tuesdays) 6:30-8:30pm, Winlaw Elementary.
EXPERIENTIAL ASTROLOGY - with Ursula Schantz. January 26-March 1
(Thursdays) 6:30-8:30pm, Vallican Heritage Hall (Little Red Schoolhouse).
HATHA YOGA - with Eliza Gooderham. Wednesdays 6:30-8pm, Mt. Sentinel
Secondary School.
VINYASA YOGA WORKSHOPS - with Jenna Arpita. January 15, February 12, March
11, April 8 (Sundays), 12pm-2:30pm, Vallican Heritage Hall (Little Red Schoolhouse).
Call 226.0008 for more information or to register now.
January - April 2012 Leisure Guide now available.

226-0008

Certified Electrical
Contractor
Fully Licenced &
Insured
office
(250) 358-2479
mobile
(250) 551-8463 (TIME)
jacob@onetimeelectrical.com
www.onetimeelectrical.com

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CONSTRUCTION • HOME • GARDEN
COMPLETE SALES
SERVICE AND
INSTALLATION
YOUR VALLEY COMFORT AND BLAZE KING DEALER
SPECIALIZING IN WOOD/ELECTRIC, WOOD/OIL AND
WOOD/GAS COMBINATION FURNACES
Certified • Insured

Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation
Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431
• Email cresbay@telus.net

Slocan City, BC • (250) 355-0088
website: www.kootenayfurnace.com
email: kfurnace@netidea.com

JEMS Propane Ltd. KF PowerVac
Installation and maintenance

Duct Cleaning & Duct Sanitizing
Local: 355-2485 • Toll-free: 1-888-652-0088
email: kfurnace@netidea.com

Safety, Service, Satisfaction

call Jim Berrill • (250) 359-5922

HALL LUMBER
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

Crescent Bay
Construction Ltd.
• Registered Septic System
designer and installer •
• Ready Mix Concrete •
• Lock Blocks • Drain Rock •
• Road Crush • Sand & Gravel •
• Dump Trucks • Excavator •
• Crusher • Coloured Concrete •
• Site Preparation •
Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
Ph. 265-4615 • vieirac@telus.net

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat
10 am to 5 pm
PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd.
Edgewood, BC

Indoor Garden
Supplies
Castlegar
250-304-2911

1730 Hwy 3, Selkirk Spring Building
dan@canadiangardensupply.com

HARDWOOD
FLOORS ONLY

100% CANADIAN FLOORING
AT WHOLESALE
Prefinished, antique R. Oak - Maple
3 ¼ x ¾ $4.59/sf pallet – Import Eng
Prefinished $3.99/sf pallet
Bamboo – Cork from $2.99/sf
Glue Down
AT JUAN’S – 1503 Hwy 3A Thrums
250-399-6377 Mon-Sat 8:30 am-5 pm

Jim Pownall & Co.

peacock
collective

organic housekeeping

ueco friendly housekeepinguyard & garden maintenanceu
general labour workuWCB insured trade worker’s helper
upost renovation clean upuorganization & de-cluttering in
home or shopuhelping hand with carpentry & alternative
building projectsuhome check-ins and visit preparationsu
Gift Certificates available
Serving Nakusp Burton New Denver Silverton
reliable & fully insured

LOG & TIMBER FRAME HOMES
New Denver • BC
250-358-2566
jpownall@telus.net

Sondra Krajewski

Ted’s New & ReNew

Residential & Commercial Projects
Journeyman Floorcovering Installer

carpet • lino • hardwood • cork • laminate • tile
Property Maintenance & Management
Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning

Phone 250-265-6809

ACCOMMODATIONS

250.265.8479

www.peacockcollective.ca

FOR ALL YOUR
PROPANE NEEDS
365-9958
1-800-471-5630

Your local bulk dealer & service centre

J.C. Roofing Company

For all your roofing needs
Serving the Arrow and Slocan Lakes
16 years of professional installations
WCB • All work fully guaranteed
We also install Soffit and Vinyl Siding

For your free estimate, Call
Curtis Roe at 250-265-9087

Even little ads get noticed
in the Valley Voice
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New year, new storytimes at Nelson Library
All the best in 2012!

submitted
The Nelson Storytime staff are
gearing up for another great year of
programs for children at the Nelson
Library.
Songs, rhymes and feltboard
stories of silly monkeys,

Burns
Night
@ Nakusp Legion

Dan Nicholson and Jan McMurray, Valley Voice co-owners

A huge thank you goes out to all of our supporters: our advertisers,
contributors, readers, subscribers and voluntary subscribers.
We ask for your continued support in 2012:
• Consider a voluntary subscription. A voluntary subscription is a
contribution towards our cost of delivering the Valley Voice to your
mailbox. Suggested voluntary subscription amount is $10-$30.
• Tell our advertisers that you saw their ad in the Valley Voice
• Keep the letters and articles coming
• Advertise with us
We are honoured to cover the news of the Arrow Lakes, Slocan and
North Kootenay Lake Valleys, and we are proud to bring you an
independently and locally owned regional community newspaper!

Jan. 21 @ 6:30
Dinner, Entertainment
& Dancing

rambunctious sheep or trickster
spiders are just some of the tales to
be told during preschool storytime.
This program starts on Wednesday
January 18 and is for 3- to 5-yearolds.
Have a younger child? Tales for
Twos is a program designed for 2- to
3-year-olds with parent/caregiver
participation. Start date is Saturday
January 21. Tales for Twos focuses
on songs, dance and a book or two.
Each program starts at 10:15 and lasts
approximately 30 minutes or longer

depending on how much fun we are
all having. Both storytimes support
early literacy by building vocabulary
and sharing age-appropriate literature
in a fun and engaging atmosphere.
Preregistration is required and
programs fill up fast. Have a younger
child still? Book Babies will resume
in the Spring. BB is for newborns to
prewalkers. Don’t delay call today
to sign up for any of these sessions.
For more info email nradonich@
nelson.ca or call Nancy or Megan @
352-8283 or 352-6333.

Tickets are $25 each
@ Nakusp General Store

“Pick your own seat”
featuring the
“Revelstoke Pipe Band”
and dancing to the
recorded music of

“GRUEN”

Wishing everyone a happy and
healthy New Year 2012

Winter hours for 2012 will be 11:00 am - 4:30 pm
Thursday, Friday, and Saturday • January and February

All members & guests welcome

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

RESTAURANT/BAKERY

N

Lemon Creek
Lodge & Campground

ick’s
lace

P

FALL HOURS
9 am - 9 PM
OPEN EVERY DAY, EXCEPT TUESDAY & WEDNESDAY

QUALITY PIZZA anytime!
265-4880
Air Conditioned
Non-Smoking

93-5th Ave.

Nakusp

Rory’s on Main
Licensed Restaurant • New Denver

Check out www.rorysonmain.com for our
weekly specials, menu, hours & contact info

For Reservations: 250-358-2449

This space could be yours for
$11.00 + GST per issue.
Call 358-7218 or email:
valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca
for details

Year-round facility
Licensed Restaurant
Open Thurs - Sun
5 PM - 8 PM
Reservations: 1-877-970-8090

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES BAKERY
Shirley Kosiancic
Realtor

Mountainview Realty Ltd.
412 Broadway St. Nakusp, BC V0G 1S0
Bus 250-265-2111
Fax 250-265-3842
Cell 250-265-8040
shirley@century21nakusp.com • www.century21nakusp.com

Groceries, fresh produce, fresh meat,
Agency Liquor, organic foods,
in-store deli, in-store bakery.

Open 7 days/week, 9 am - 8 pm

Slocan, BC • ph:355-2211 • fax: 355-2216

This space could be yours for
$11.00 + GST per issue.
Call 358-7218 or email:
valleyvoice@valleyvoice.ca
for details

CUSTOM CARDS • BROCHURES • CALENDARS • NEWSLETTERS

1007 Josephine St. (Box 298), New Denver
Ph. 358-2435 essay@direct.ca Fax 358-2607

The Cup
and
Saucer Café
Silverton, BC

Monday - Saturday 8:00-4:00

Soup, Stews,
Meat Pies, Treats
and Great Coffee

RECREATION

358-2267

Your Slocan Valley Specialist

Passmore
Laboratory Ltd.

Apple Tree
Sandwich Shop
The

Water Testing • Flow Measurements
CAEAL certified to test drinking water
We’re in the Valley at: 1-250-226-7339
Jennifer & Tony Yeow passlab@xplornet.com

Soup, Sandwiches & Desserts
358-2691
Mon. - Fri. 7 A.M. - 4 P.M.
Sat. 11 A.M. - 4 P.M.

For all your
insurance
needs
HUB
INTERNATIONAL
265-3631
Barton INSURANCE
1-800-665-6010

Re-Awakening
Health Centre
• Health Products, healing sessions
• New Age cards & books
• Sensual products¶ ¶

¶

¶

¶

¶

320 Broadway St. Nakusp		 265-3188

CLOTHING
Men’s & Ladies Clothing

Natural Food Store

422 Front Street • Kaslo, BC
1-250-353-2594

100% organic sourdough
bread baked in a
traditional wood-fired
bread oven
Available at Rutabaga’s, New Denver •
Slocan Village Market, Slocan
• Gaia Tree, Winlaw

GROCERY • HEALTH FOOD
Slocan Village Market

Colour/B&W Laser Printing/Copying • Digital Photography
Word processing • Scanning • Faxing • Binding • Laminating

The Clothes Hanger
400 Front St • Kaslo • 250-353-9688

THE RIDE SAYS IT ALL

Ph: 359-7111 Fax: 359-7587
www.playmorpower.com

Playmor Junction Hwy 6 & 3A
1043 Playmor

BROKERS

HALLS

MEMORIAL
HALL

Weddings, Parties, Reunions,
Concerts, Funerals, Meetings

To book call Sue: 250-358-2711

www.jonesboysboats.com
Ainsworth, British Columbia
4080 Hwy 31 N
Call: 1-877-552-6287
(250) 353-2550 Fax (250) 353-2911

HARBERCRAFT

