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The Art Gallery Studio Connexion is proud to present  this season’s 
  exhibitions.

Goddess Quest extended by request to 
Saturday, October 16: Ellie Scheepens/
Virginia Boyd 

Studio Connexion will be closed until 
mid-November and re-opens for the second 
edition of “Deck the Walls” Nov. 18 to Dec.22

Fall hours: Tues.-Sat. 12:30- 4:30 or by appointment
203 - 5th Avenue Nakusp • Info: 250-265-3586

After a 13-year hiatus, logging is scheduled to occur on the top of Perry Ridge.
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by Jan McMurray
The Perry Ridge timber sale has 

been awarded to Sunshine Logging 
Ltd. out of Kaslo, the only company 
that placed a bid in the recent BC 
Timber Sales (BCTS) tendering 
process.

This Perry Ridge sale is probably 
the longest standing contentious 
logging proposal in the Slocan Valley. 
Road building began for this logging 
operation back in 1997; at that time, 
residents successfully stopped the 
development through a blockade and 
a lengthy court case. Now, 13 years 
later, the road building and logging 
operation is scheduled to start up 
again.

Al Skakun of BCTS provided 
a description of the timber sale. It 

includes four cutblocks, ranging from 
20.3 (50 acres) to 38.6 (95 acres) 
hectares, with a total harvest area 
of 120.4 hectares and an estimated 
volume of 42,920 cubic metres. The 
cutblocks are located along the height 
of land at the north end of the ridge. 
The cutblock areas are relatively flat, 
but some of the harvest areas drain to 
the west and some to the east. Overall, 
the sale is a mix of species (hemlock 
26%, larch 22%, pine 13%, cedar 
12%, Douglas fir 10%, other species 
17%). The prescription is clearcut 
with reserves. Approximately 9% of 
the cutblocks are reserved as wildlife 
tree patches. The term of the contract 
ends October 2012. The bid includes 
the construction of 5.2 kilometres of 
permanent road and 3.1 kilometres of 

temporary road.
The Perry Ridge Water Users 

Association (PRWUA) has led the 
charge to have the ridge protected 
over the years. Now, with the recent 
award of the timber sale, a smaller 
neighbourhood group has formed as 
well. The people living on the west 
side of the ridge in the Little Slocan 
Valley are very concerned about 
potential landslides. 

“There have been a number of 
landslides in this area, one of which 
caused a human death [the Van Tuyl 
landslide in 2008, in the area burned 
by the 2007 Springer Creek fire]. 
We have seen reports that indicate 
that this slide was primarily caused 
by improper logging practices. This 
is especially worrying because both 
the Perry Ridge cutblocks and the 
Van Tuyl landslide occur on ‘gentle 
over steep’ terrain,” said Sandy 
Blaikie Anderson, spokesperson for 
concerned west side residents. 

Blaikie Anderson reported that the 
group has requested a meeting with 
owners of Sunshine Logging, Jeff 
Mattes and Clint Carlson. “We want 
them to listen to our concerns about 
the safety issues concerning their 
planned logging operation on Perry 
Ridge as it could affect residents of 

the west side,” she said.
She says west side residents have 

a very good relationship with the 
Burns family, who owns a woodlot on 
the ridge below the BCTS cutblocks. 
They have asked the Burns to attend 
the proposed meeting “to help us 
communicate in a calm and effective 
manner and help us reach a point of 
mutual understanding. We anticipate 
a no-fault, no-blame exchange of 
needs and expectations, nothing more 
nothing less,” she said.

Jeff Mattes of Sunshine Logging 
said in an interview that he wants 
to have some communication with 
residents before beginning operations 
on Perry Ridge. “I’m not going to set 
up formal public meetings, but I’m 
always open to having discussions 
with people. I’m sure there are 
residents who would like to talk to 
me, and I hope cool heads prevail,” 
he said.

Mattes said he is considering 
doing the logging in winter, “simply 
because that would address some 
of the issues that might be raised 
by people in terms of water. Frozen 
ground and some snowpack are 
probably the conditions we’re going 
to want to do the best possible job.”

Mattes is no stranger to logging in 

contentious areas. He has been in the 
business in this area since 1974, and 
has logged such contentious areas as 
Hasty Creek and Pedro Creek. “I’ve 
been through lots of grief, but I’ve 
learned a lot from it,” he said. “There 
were times when I was really bitter, 
but I’ve gotten to the stage where I 
accept that some people will dislike 
me – and life is too short for me to 
reciprocate that. We all live here. If 
harvesting is going ahead, I’d like 
to see it done responsibly and I’d 
like to see that everything that needs 
to be taken into consideration has 
been taken into consideration. I will 
make sure the ministry has done their 
homework before I start. If things are 
not in order, I’ll be asking the ministry 
to deal with it. I’ll be taking the time 
and effort to make sure everything is 
ready before starting up.”

When asked why he bid on this 
contract when no one else seemed 
interested, Mattes said, “It looked like 
a reasonable economic opportunity 
regardless of the potential for 
confrontation. It’s close to home and it 
has some good attributes – it’s a fairly 
benign piece of ground, it’s not steep 
in any way. It’s pretty straightforward, 
low-risk harvesting and low-risk road 

Perry Ridge timber sale awarded to Sunshine Logging

continued on page 2
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VILLAGE OF 
NEW DENVER

LOT FOR SALE BY PUBLIC TENDER
The Corporation of the Village of New Denver offers for sale by 
public tender, subject to conditions, the following described lot:

Lot 3, Block G, Plan 4177, District Lot 549, Kootenay 
Land District, PID-015-068-552.  Dimension: 50 ft x 
135 ft.  Zoned: R1 “Single and Two Family Residential”. 
Located at 307 Kildare Street, New Denver, B.C.  Basic 
upset price which will be considered is $75,000.00.  
Highest tender or any tender not necessarily accepted.  

Sealed tenders must include a refundable deposit in the form of 
a certified cheque for 10% of the total bid submitted.  The bal-
ance to be paid into the Trust account of the Village’s solicitor, 
prior to delivery of the deed to the purchaser.  Sealed tenders 
clearly marked “Lot 3, Block G Tender” must be received by the 
Village Office, 115 Slocan Avenue, P.O. Box 40, New Denver, 
B.C., V0G 1S0 prior to 4:00 p.m. on Friday, October 22, 2010.

The completion date of the conveyance shall be the 30th day 
after the acceptance of any offer by the Village of New Denver.
All conveyance documents will be prepared by the Village’s 
solicitor at the cost of the purchaser or the conveyance docu-
ments prepared by anyone else must be acceptable to the 
Village’s solicitor.

The Village reserves the right to reject any offer.  

Carol Gordon, CMC
                                                                     Administrator

BARRETT HONDA/YAMAHA
	 	 	 	 	 •	Honda	Power	Equipment

	 	 	 	 	 •	Honda	&	Yamaha	Motorcycles	&	
	 	 	 	 	 	 ATVs

	 	 	 	 	 •	We	service	ALL	makes	&	models!

Your	West	Kootenay	Honda	&	Yamaha	dealer	since	1962

         Ph: 250-367-6216  Toll Free: 1-888-989-1615

        1470 Hwy 3B, Fruitvale    DL#5996    barretts@telus.net

building. And we have experience in 
other contentious areas.”

The minimum bid price on this 
sale was $7.84 per cubic metre, which 
is very low. Mattes said this is because 
of the considerable amount of road he 
has to build, and because PRWUA has 
made the risk very high. 

Mattes says that if he felt there 
was any new information that would 
add to the argument put forward by 
Perry Ridge Water Users Association, 
he probably would not have bid on 
the job. “Their issues have all been 
brought forward before. I don’t think 
their arguments about water on Perry 
Ridge have any more importance 
than Pedro or Hasty or any of the 
others where we’ve had protests and 
blockades – and I haven’t heard of 
any problems from the logging in 
these areas.”

He said that comparing Perry 
Ridge terrain to the Van Tuyl landslide 
terrain is “out of context” because the 
Van Tuyl landslide happened in an 
area that was burned by wildfire. “If 
Perry Ridge burned off, I think they 

would genuinely have something to 
worry about,” he said.

Al Skakun, BCTS, says that 
numerous hydrology and terrain 
assessments have been done for this 
timber sale, most completed in 2008. 
Marilyn Burgoon of PRWUA reported 
that the association has asked BCTS 
for a moratorium on the logging 
until an independent review of these 
assessments is done. There has been 
no reply from BCTS. 

“Our experience in the past with 
Perry Ridge is that work done by the 
government  is not up to standard 
and in order to assure safety, an 
independent study by an expert is 
necessary,” said Burgoon.

She pointed to reports identifying 
poor construction practices on the 
portion of the road that was built 
in 1997. Dr. Dean Rae Berg, road 
engineer, wrote: “With the proposed 
road expenditure ($300,000 for 7.7 
km) this should have been a state of 
the art in road building. However, 
design flaws combined with poor 
construction practices overall have 
made this road a maintenance project 

that will continue to have high annual 
costs.” Allen Isaacson wrote: “If 
poor construction practices such as 
these continue to be employed as the 
road is extended onto the other side 
of Perry Ridge, or in other planned 
locations for timber harvest and road 
construction in the Slocan Valley, they 
would fail to protect the water supply 
of domestic users.”

“We need  the i r  p lanning 
independently assessed,” said 
Burgoon. “BCTS continues to push 
as quickly as it can, bid after bid, 
regardless of the citizens’ need for 
assurance or giving the citizens 
time to raise funds and hire a 

recognized authority on their work.”
Skakun says that the studies 

completed already are independent 
assessments. “We do not attempt to 
influence the findings of professional 
hydrologists and terrain specialists. 
We do change or revise our plans 
based on their recommendations, 
which has occurred with this timber 
sale. It’s worth noting that the overall 
conclusion of the studies is that 
there is a low likelihood of affecting 
any water flow regimes and a low 
likelihood of any landslides that could 
impact domestic water, fish habitat, 
private property, roads, or human 
safety. The only issues with this 

continued from page 1

Perry Ridge timber sale awarded to Sunshine Logging
timber sale are those that are being 
manufactured.”

Burgoon added that although 
PRWUA and west side residents 
are concentrating on the landslide/
drainage issue on the ridge, they are 
also concerned about wildlife and 
biodiversity issues. The western toad, 
identified as a species of concern, is 
a possible species within the four 
cutblocks. PRWUA is asking for a 
management planning table for the 
toad, as required under the Species 
at Risk Act.

The Sinixt are looking at possible 
legal avenues because they have not 
been consulted.

by Art Joyce
With the accelerating rate of 

political and social change in society 
these days, adapting public education 
strategies is a challenge, to say the least. 
School District 8 recently hired Jeff 
Jones to replace retiring superintendent 
Pat Dooley. Jones says adaptability will 
be a key factor for both students and 
educators.

“In order to be a productive, 
contributing citizen in the 21st century, 
we’re looking for people who are 
creative, flexible and imaginative 
and can deal with the ambiguity of 
change. Our curriculum needs to 
support students in these areas.”

Jones explains that completion 
requirements haven’t changed 
substantially since he was in high school 
in the ’80s and don’t reflect these skills. 
He believes this is where the biggest 

New school district 8 superintendent sees progressive future
shift in education in the province will 
come. The challenge for funding will 
be how it can be directed to a wide 
array of learning opportunities. Jones 
foresees the need to organize a multiple 
of entry points for students, which 
would include learning through the 
arts, sciences, and independent learning 
programs, offering both flexibility 
and rigorous learning for students. He 
says current funding structures don’t 
necessarily support that vision. 

“I see my work as supporting the 
district in organizing human resources 
and facilities resources in a structure that 
supports those types of opportunities for 
students. It’s certainly a move away 
from an industrial model of education 
to one that better reflects today’s world, 
which is far more global than it has been 
over the past 75 years in education.”  

Jones has spent time on both 
sides of the line in public education, 
both as teacher and administrator. 
He began his career 23 years ago as 
a grade four teacher and music/fine 
arts specialist. He later taught at the 
University of Calgary in the teacher 
preparation program. From there he 
moved into school administration as an 
assistant principal, and then principal 
in two elementary schools in Calgary. 
He was appointed assistant to chief 
superintendent of schools in Calgary, 
and then director of human resources 
in 2005. Jones came to School District 
8 in July when he was accepted to fill 
Dooley’s position.

His interest in the arts in public 
education gives him a unique 
perspective on learning. It’s well known 
that a liberal arts education provides the 
best foundation for problem-solving 
and critical thinking skills. Yet arts 
funding in schools under recent political 
administrations has been steadily cut. 
Jones says the arts are a very natural 
form of expression for children and 
youth, but school arts programs haven’t 
always adapted to changing needs. A 
good example would be filmmaking 
programs for kids, such as those offered 
at Lucerne School in New Denver or LV 
Rogers in Nelson. 

“There’s a belief that a really good 
music program in a school would 
include a band,” says Jones. “While 
there’s some truth to that, we haven’t 
really considered the popular music 
culture and how we can help our kids 
to express themselves in those forms as 
well. And that could include jazz and 
different genres of music.”

On the sensitive topic of school 

closures in the Slocan Valley, Jones is 
careful to stress that his commitment 
is to ensure students have access to 
learning resources regardless of what 
decisions are made. That could mean 
a hybrid approach to learning that 
includes face-to-face learning as well as 
other methods, such as home schooling, 
video conferencing and online learning.

“To me it isn’t a question of school 
closure so much as are we providing 
the programs that people in these 
communities are looking for? How do 
we provide a public education presence 
in the valley?”

Jones says that means examining 
how we can share the resources equitably 
among valley schools, and addressing 
the pressures of our geographic 
challenges. Further complicating 
matters is that there are valley residents 
who don’t report themselves as citizens, 
so the school district doesn’t have 
accurate information to base their 
decisions on.

“We do have some schools that 
have K-12 with only 78 students 
but it may not be practical to bus 
them somewhere. So my challenge 
is to address how we can provide the 
learning opportunities they need,” 
explains Jones. “If we’re prepared to 
live with one grade 10 student in the 
school, then there are ways we can 
support that. I see this school district 
as a wonderful opportunity to create 
personalized learning for students, and 
the Slocan Valley is a part of that story.”  
Mt. Sentinel timber sale 
awarded to Kalesnikoff
by Jan McMurray

The Mt. Sentinel timber sale has 
been awarded to Kalesnikoff Lumber 
Co. Ltd.

The sale includes two cutblocks, 
27.5 hectares and 35.9 hectares. Al 
Skakun of BC Timber Sales reported 
that the prescription is clearcut with 
reserves. Approximately 12% of the 
cutblocks are reserved as wildlife 
tree patches and there will also be 
retention of single trees scattered 
through the blocks. Timber types are 
Douglas fir 32%, larch 29%, cedar 
18%, mixed other species 21%. The 
term of the licence ends November 
2011. 

Permanent roads were built last 
year. The licensee may build up to 1.3 
kilometres of temporary road. 

All information on this sale is 
available at https://www23.for.gov.
bc.ca/notices/init.do. The file number 
is A84704.
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ULRIKE ZOBEL, LAWYER
PRACTISE RESTRICTED TO: 

CRIMINAL & FAMILY LAW
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
208 Broadway St., Nakusp, BC

 250-265-4372 • 1-877-265-4372
www.ulrikezobel.com

Serving the Arrow and Slocan Lakes

Expect 
Cyclists

BURTON 
WOODWORKS

– NOW SERVING THE WEST KOOTENAYS –

SELLING, INSTALLING & SERVICING
WINDOWS – VINYL, ALUM CLAD & WOOD

DOORS – INTERIOR & EXTERIOR 
METAL, FIBREGLASS & WOOD 

OVERHEAD DOORS & OPERATORS
   

30 YEARS EXPERIENCE
SERVICE ORIENTED

CONTACT  
DON TILDEN 

@ 250-265-3799

Still not too late to have windows 
and doors upgraded before the winter sets in

by Art Joyce
Considered by many to be the 

figurehead of the environmental 
movement in Canada if not the world, 
scientist and author David Suzuki spoke 
to 900 people at the Brilliant Cultural 
Centre September 21. 

Suzuki is touring to support his latest 
book, The Legacy: An Elder’s Vision 
for Our Sustainable Future and to raise 
funds for the Suzuki Foundation. The 
event was hosted by Selkirk College’s 
Mir Centre for Peace and Suzuki was 
welcomed by Sinixt spokesperson 
Marilyn James and introduced by peace 
studies instructor Jenny Barron. The 
lecture opened with a National Film 
Board film preview of the documentary, 
David Suzuki, A Force of Nature, which 
had its premiere this year at the Toronto 
International Film Festival. The film is 
based on his quote, “Nature isn’t out 
there and we’re in here, we are a force 
of nature.”

Suzuki first thanked the Doukhobor 
community, whom he said helped keep 
Japanese internees like his family fed 
with wholesome local food during 
World War II. He started his lecture 
by reflecting on the fact that when the 
Suzuki Foundation was started in 1989, 
it was with a sense of urgency. Scientists 

David Suzuki lectures at Brilliant Cultural Centre to packed house
had pegged the 1990s as the ‘turnaround 
decade,’ possibly our last chance to stop 
runaway climate change. Suzuki said 
he’d hoped the foundation’s work would 
be done in ten years but 20 years later it 
still has a strong role to play ensuring 
that society changes course. Now a self-
proclaimed elder, he said it’s critical that 
we think about the world we are leaving 
to our grandchildrens’ generation, and act 
to protect the environment that makes all 
life possible. Now 74, Suzuki said he’s 
now in what he calls the ‘death zone,’ 
leading him to examine the purpose of 
his life. 

“Those of us in this age range are in 
the last years of our lives and I think we 
have to sift through our lives and ask, 
what the hell has it all been about, and 
what would I like to pass on? We can 
offer a gift to future generations without 
any hidden agendas of money or power 
or influence.” 

Suzuki used the illustration of a test 
tube with a finite amount of food for 
bacteria. The bacteria will continue to 
multiply and within one minute will fill 
the tube and exhaust the food supply. 
Scientists agree that with our current 
ecological footprint, humanity in this 
analogy is in its 59th minute. There 
will be no merchantable fish left in the 

oceans by 2050 and no intact forests 
anywhere within  20 years. The illusion 
of our separateness from nature has thus 
proven disastrous. 

One of the main problems during the 
past century, said Suzuki, has been the 
shift from a primarily rural-based society 
with close ties to the land, and what has 
now become a predominantly urban-
based society living in mega-cities. 
This has further severed our ties with 
nature. Compounding the problem has 
been the transformation of people from 
active citizens to passive consumers. 
In order to feed the growing material 
‘needs’ of a consumer society, the impact 
of manufacturing on the environment 
has been hidden. Ecological costs are 
ignored due to the corporate practice of 
‘externalizing’ these expenses from their 
balance sheets, leaving governments and 
citizens to clean up the mess. Contrary 
to what climate change deniers claim, 
we are now in what scientists call the 
‘anthropocene era,’ meaning humanity 
is having a direct, observable effect on 
the environment.

“My parents came from the Great 
Depression,” he said. “They taught 
me simple aphorisms like, don’t waste 
things, save stuff that can be used again, 
and share with your neighbours. Now 
these seem quaint and irrelevant as we 
rush out in an orgy of buying stuff. The 
act of buying those things adds up around 
the globe; we have become a force on 
the planet that has never existed before 
in four billion years.”  

Our gender, religion, ethnicity all 

affect how we perceive the world, Suzuki 
said. It’s as if we all come from different 
planets. Peruvian children are taught that 
the mountain is ‘apu,’ a god. As long 
as it casts its shadow on their village, 
all is right with the world. Imagine the 
difference between that and seeing a 
mountain as merely a source of metals. 
Mining is one of the most destructive 
industries we have.

“We live within the constraints 
dictated to us by biology; we are animals 
and as such we live by clean air, clean 
water and food. Economics, markets, 
and capitalism aren’t forces of nature, 
we invented them.”

Suzuki’s lecture was animated and 
passionate, and he pulled no punches 
when speaking about government 
inaction on climate change. He was 
especially critical of Prime Minister 
Harper’s cabinet and said Department 
of Fisheries and Oceans staff “should 
be in jail” for their role in the collapse 
of the fisheries. Unlike climate scientist 
James Lovelock, however, Suzuki does 
see some hope for the future. The return 
of the BC salmon run to record levels 
this year emphasizes the fact that we still 
don’t know enough about nature, he said. 

Suzuki spoke of spending the last 
days with his father as he was dying. He 
said what was reflected on was not how 
much money he had at the end of his life, 
or what cars he’d bought, or how many 
houses he’d owned. It was the lasting 
friendships, unforgettable moments 
with family or just being in nature. It’s 
this message he hopes to pass on as his 

legacy, that we need to completely re-
evaluate our current values in this light. 

“Is a river a source for power, or the 
veins of the land? I can’t emphasize to 
you enough that the way we perceive the 
world and the way we treat it is shaped 
by the way we’re taught to perceive it.”

by Jan McMurray
Roca Mine’s MAX Molybdenum 

Mine in Trout Lake has been shut down 
since September 21 due to the collapse 
of a sill pillar. No workers were in the 
area at the time of the collapse.

This follows close on the heels of 
a 10-day shutdown from August 25 
to September 3 because of stope wall 
sloughing in the lower levels of the mine.

A news release issued by Roca 
Mines states: “The recent production 
shutdowns have created an unsustainable 
working capital deficit. Therefore, the 
mine and mill will remain on a temporary 
care and maintenance program until 
suitable funding can be arranged…” On 
October 4, the company announced that 
it would complete a private placement 
for gross proceeds of up to $5 million, 
to be used for general working capital 
and to complete rehabilitation and 

Another temporary shutdown at Trout Lake Mine
development work required following 
the sill pillar collapse. “Management 
is focused on having its crews return to 
work and to reopening the mine as soon 
as possible,” states the announcement.

According to a Roca Mines news 
release, the stability of the sill pillar 
was being monitored. When increased 
activity was observed on September 
20, all personnel and mobile equipment 
were moved. The sill pillar collapsed 
that night at about midnight. Production 
at the mine is expected to be suspended 
for eight weeks. “Approximately two 
weeks is required to rehabilitate the 
manway and ventilation raises damaged 
during the last event. An additional six 
weeks of stope development work needs 
to be completed before the mine can 
return to continuous production on the 
recently achieved 725m Level,” states 
a news release.

David suzuki spoke at the Brilliant 
Cultural Centre, september 21.
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OPINION

EDITORIAL / LETTERS POLICY
The Valley Voice welcomes letters to the editor and community news 

articles from our readers. 
Letters and articles should be no longer than 500 words and may be 

edited. We reserve the right to reject any submitted material.
Please mark your letter “LETTER TO THE EDITOR.” Include your 

address and daytime phone number for verification purposes.
We will not knowingly publish any letter that is defamatory or libelous. 

We will not publish anonymous letters or letters signed with pseudonyms, 
except in extraordinary circumstances.

Opinions expressed in published letters are those of the author and not 
necessarily those of the Valley Voice.

Water deal seems 
like extortion

I wish to respond to the article in the 
September 22 issue entitled, ‘BC Hydro 
unloads Arrow Lakes water systems in 
referenda.’ Boy, was the headline correct.

Paul Peterson mentions that we 
wanted free water into perpetuity. This 
is incorrect. 

We only want free water as long as 
there is money being made off of the 
flooding of the valley.

Fauquier used to be 2,000 strong and 
rival the Okanagan for fruit production 
prior to the flooding of the valley. Now 
Fauquier is 200 strong and being extorted 
by BC Hydro and RDCK.

I must pay $2,466 prior to October 
or November 2010 before I can access 
a service that was available when I 
purchased my home in this remote and 
beautiful place. Then I will get free water 
until I transfer title.

This sounds like extortion to me 
but I have no choice, as it appears the 
inmates are running the asylum.

Deborah McAulay
Fauquier

Crusades and 
promises

The zealots on the great Kaslo and 
District Community Forest Society 
and their woodlands manager Rainer 
Muenter have successfully purged their 
ranks of Mayor Greg Lay.

He dared to speak out and criticize 
the wise men so he paid the price. Now 
the board can carry on with their great 
crusade.

That they trespassed on private land 
to pursue their logging or spent $50,000 
on a study is irrelevant. They can do 
no wrong and for a fee you can access 
firewood or pick mushrooms on our 
Crown land.

That Greg Lay has quit the board 
of the great society twice is also of no 
consequence because he has said he will 
attend every meeting of the society to 
keep an eye on the finances, create jobs 

and protect our watersheds.
A bright future awaits us all so we 

shall reap the rewards.
Patrick Mackle

Kaslo

Unhappy with BCTS 
position on Sinixt

In the August 11 issue it was 
reported that the Sinixt have made an 
application for aboriginal title in their 
traditional territory, which includes 
Perry Ridge, and therefore have a right to 
consultation with BC Timber Sales over 
their proposed logging plans for Perry 
Ridge. Al Skakun of BCTS has replied 
that the Province lacks information to 
confirm that the Sinixt are an aboriginal 
people of Canada, implying that there is 
no need for BCTS to consult with them. 
It seems as if the position of BCTS is 
that if the status of the Sinixt is not yet 
resolved, that BCTS will act as if they 
have no status.

I am not happy with this position. 
BCTS seems to be using a legal 
technicality to avoid consultation. Sadly 
the statuary requirement for BCTS to 
maximize revenues trumps all other 
values. We can only hope that the short 
shrift given the Sinixt by the BCTS is 
not a template for how BCTS will treat 
other values such as slope stability and 
ecosystem preservation.

I don’t think that it is appropriate 
for an agency with a single mandate, the 
maximization of price, to be in control 
of publicly owned forests in areas such 
as the Kootenays, where it is important 
to consider other values.

Scott Frederick
Winlaw

Supports library 
referendum for 
universal access

Universal access is a concept we 
pride ourselves in. Medical services, 
fire protection, public schools all are 
something we support, whether we ever 
need emergency health care, whether our 

home ever catches fire, or whether we 
have children in the education system.

Universal access is the reason 
I’m supporting the RDCK library 
referendum on October 16. I think 
every kid and every adult in this valley 
should be able to walk into the Nelson or 
Castlegar Library, or the one in Kelowna 
for that matter if you’re over there for a 
long time taking care of someone in the 
hospital, and take out a book.

If we vote ‘yes’ in the referendum, 
then everyone can use any library in 
the province, plain and simple. We’ll 
spread the small cost in per household 
taxation across the board. If we vote 
‘yes,’ it means the neighbour kids can 
use the library, even if their parents can’t 
afford the membership fee. I’d rather 
pay through taxation – really, it’s about 
the cost of one “wing night” out for two 
with beer.

Right now we’re part of an 
incredibly small minority in the province 
that doesn’t support public libraries. 
Your grandkids in Prince George or 
Cranbrook, Vancouver or Kelowna can 
walk into any library and take out a 
book, because taxpayers there support 
universal access. Why should kids here 
have less? 

I know there are tons of things 
to read on the internet, I even know 
the library will provide better and 
more information electronically if this 
referendum passes. But for my money, 
there is nothing better – when I was a 
kid and now approaching my senior 
years – than curling up with a good book 
from the library.

Rita Moir
Vallican

To residents of 
Areas E, F and H

On October 16, residents of Areas 
E, F and H have the chance to vote yes 
to library service in their community 
through a RDCK referendum. This is 
our opportunity to say yes to education, 
literacy and resource-sharing in the rural 
Kootenays. 

Unlike 98.4% of the province, 
we do not enjoy universal access to 
the provincial library system. This is 
unfortunate for our rural community 
because libraries improve job-readiness 
and provide affordable access to literature 
and digital technology. They are a 
neutral gathering place, an educational 
cornerstone and an important resource 
for all walks of life. 

If we vote to pass this referendum, 
there will be no additional fee for a 
library card at either the Nelson or 

Castlegar libraries. We will be eligible 
for BC OneCards, which can be used 
at any library in the province. We 
will be able to use interlibrary loan, 
thereby accessing any book, anywhere 
in Canada. We can have all this for the 
cost of one book per year. 

If the referendum passes, both the 
Castlegar and Nelson libraries will 
receive funding. Residents will be able 
to choose to which library they belong. 
The libraries will be able to access more 
grant money because they will have 
larger memberships. Hours and services 
at the libraries will improve, with late 
nights, enhanced computer databases 
and improved collections. If the Slocan 
Valley votes in favor, Nelson Library 
will extend satellite service to the area. 
If all three Areas pass the referendum, 
the Nelson Library will collaborate with 
the schools to provide library services 
to students.

If the referendum fails, the cost of 
a Nelson Library membership must be 
increased to $120 per person. The cost 
will inhibit many low-income people, 
including young families and the elderly, 
from accessing this crucial resource. 

If you support library services in 
your community, please come out and 
vote on October 16. 

For more information, visit www.
nelson.bclibrary.ca. 

Kate Guthrie, Val Mayes, 
Lois Lawrence, Barbara 

Lindsay and Sharon Block
Slocan Valley

Unconditional 
support for 
Slocan Mayor

We are writing this letter to 
offer our unconditional support 
to Madeleine Perriere. We know 
Madeleine well and have been 
involved with her for more than 
30 years. She is a true pillar of 
our community. She has been an 
enthusiastic ‘can-do’ volunteer over 
the years, whose efforts enriched our 
lives and the experiences of our four 
children as they went through the 
Slocan school system. The Slocan 
community would be much poorer 
except for her amazing contributions 
to any and all community endeavours.

We can say with absolute certainty 
that Madeleine could not have known 
anything about some recent activities 
that members of her family may have 
been involved with. Madeleine has an 
integrity that makes it impossible that 
she could either have participated in 

or had any awareness of what might 
have gone on. Anyone who knows 
Madeleine well knows that this is 
true. Her deeds over many, many 
years speak loud and clear about her 
honesty and integrity and who she 
really is – and the kinds of things she 
really does and does not do. 

We have heard unfortunate 
remarks from some people in the 
community. Some can be forgiven if 
made by persons who do not know 
Madeleine very well. Some who may 
disagree with her politics are taking 
advantage of the situation to take 
cheap shots at her – but, considering 
the sources, this is to be expected. 
Fortunately, many members of the 
community are stepping forward 
to give her the support she needs in 
what must be very trying times for 
a sensitive, intelligent and caring 
individual who is in the public eye and 
whose family and community are the 
centres of her life.

The very nature of the troubles 
some family members are in must 
weigh heavily on her in several 
different ways – especially if the 
allegations are true. But it must be 
remembered that in our society we 
judge a person by their own actions 
– not the actions of others, even 
including family. While in some parts 
of the world, families or clans can be 
held to account for a wrong, individual 
responsibility is a fundamental value 
that we espouse. Therefore, it would 
be very wrong for Madeleine to resign 
on account of the actions of others – 
and it would be the Slocan community 
that would suffer as a result. 

The current council has members 
elected for the first time two years 
ago. The administration is also new. 
It takes time for a team to gel, and the 
learning curve for new members takes 
time. This council has faced some 
unique challenges along the way. With 
the experience of the first two years 
under their belts, the final year of this 
council’s term could very well be the 
most productive.

Everyone who considers the 
welfare of the Slocan community to 
be important – whether or not you 
support the current political agenda – 
needs to pull together right now. Let’s 
lay off the slander, innuendo, cheap 
shots and media theatrics – and stick 
to constructive actions, supportive 
comments and creative suggestions 
instead. 

Rory and Barb Lindsay
Slocan
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There are 
communities on 
the west side of 
Perry Ridge

I have heard that there are four 
cutblocks above Dragonfly Lake on the 
west side of Perry Ridge which are to be 
cut by Sunshine Logging Ltd. I also hear 
that the Ministry of Forests / BC Timber 
Sales has stated that any mishaps will 
not affect anyone since there is no one 
living on the west side of Perry Ridge. 
This is not true, and in fact there are three 
inhabited properties on the Little Slocan 
Forestry Service Road. There is the Little 
Slocan Lodge, which hosts big events 
such as weddings and music festivals, 
Mulvey Creek Land Cooperative (of 
which I am a member) which currently 
has households including four young 
children and a pregnant woman, and 
another property owned and lived on by a 
family. The people from these properties 
that I have spoken to are alarmed about 
this logging above where they live, 
especially since experts tell us that the 
conditions are similar to those pertaining 
at the nearby Van Tuyl location where 
a landslide took a man’s life less than 
two years ago. The Mulvey Creek Land 
Cooperative also has a homesite under 
development low down on Perry Ridge 
that is serviced by Dragonfly Creek for 
which we have a license. We also have 
many visitors to the area who travel 
along the Little Slocan Forestry Service 
Road to get to tourist attractions.

Supreme Court Justice Parrett 
in November 1997 overturned the 
injunction that prohibited protesters 
from standing on the logging road to 
Perry Ridge saying, “These expert 
reports (hydrological, geotechnical)…
coupled with the incidents of landslides 
raises legitimate concerns about even 
the construction of the road itself.” 
The government had failed to disclose 
to the court important expert reports 
highlighting the extreme unstable nature 
of Perry Ridge. At that time, the Perry 
Ridge Water Users Association stated that 
development of the unstable mountain 
above our homes would be a violation of 
our Charter Rights, Section 7 that gives 
us a right to security of person. Have all 
these concerns now been completely 
and satisfactorily answered such that 
we now have “security of person”? Has 
the “extremely unstable nature of Perry 
Ridge” somehow changed so it is now 
suitable for logging? If not, why are 
arrangements for industrial forestry on 
Perry Ridge going ahead? 

We need time for independent 
assessments due to the historical and 
continuing incidents of local landslides 
and to meet the recommendations for 
more data made by geoscientist Dr. June 
Ryder, hydrologist Allen Isaacson and 
geological engineer Frank Baumann. All 
relevant studies must be done and 
absolutely no risk taken because there 
are in fact many people living below and 
passing through the area on the west side 
of Perry Ridge.

Keith Newberry
Slocan

Open letter 
to Minister of 
Children and Family 
Development and 
Minister responsible 
for child care

On behalf of West Kootenay child 
care programs, including family child 
care homes, I am writing about the 
Government of BC advertisements 
directed at parents with the heading: 
‘Helping you prepare your children for 
tomorrow.’ 

As the Minister responsible for 
child care, you must be as dismayed as 
we are that there is no reference in these 
government sponsored advertisements 
to Regulated Child Care. Ready Set 
Learn, Strong Start and Full Day 
Kindergarten are all identified as Early 
Learning Programs in the print and radio 
advertisements, but Regulated Child 
Care is absent. In our opinion, this is a 
serious oversight.

In British Columbia, approximately 
145,000 children ages 0-5 have mothers 
in the paid labour force ( 2007). 60,000 
of these children receive early learning 
and care in quality, regulated child 
care spaces ( 2007/08) by trained early 
childhood educators. Quality aspects of 
appropriate training, child/staff ratios 
and group size are in place to best ensure 
developmentally appropriate practice. 
All aspects of children’s development 
are addressed through a play-based 
curriculum guided by the BC Early 
Learning Framework. Children are 
receiving care and education at the 
earliest of ages, which is most critical to 
success in school.

We look forward to future 
advertising which includes a recognition 
that Regulated Child Care is an integral 
part of a comprehensive strategy to meet 
the needs of all families, including those 
parents who balance caring and earning.

What is early learning? “Early 
learning refers to the emerging and 
expanding of young children’s physical, 
intellectual, emotional, social, and 
creative capacities.” (British Columbia 
Early Learning Framework, pg. 2). This 
is happening in our child care system 
every day.

Thank you for consideration of our 
expressed concern.

On behalf of children, parents, early 
childhood educators and family child 
care providers in the West Kootenay,

Dorothy Kaytor, Regional Early 
Years Coordinator

Nelson
Not enough 
information 
on library 
referendum

There has not been enough public 
information regarding the Nelson 
Municipal Library referendum.

There were four advertised public 
meetings held with a total of 62 people 
attending. I attended the meeting for 
Area E and only now have learned 

about the Balfour satellite. I do not 
think this was ever mentioned at the 
meeting.

Area H funding for Nelson library 
services has not been explained. Part 
of the $58,000 Area H library money is 
to go to Castlegar Library. What is the 
amount left and how will it be shared 
between Nelson and Winlaw services?

The library is funded by property 
tax, user membership and equally 
important community grant money, 
which should not be taken for granted. 
Much of the grant money comes from 
the RDCK Community Development 
fund or Columbia Basin Trust.

The request for this referendum 
came from the Nelson Library 
board, not the rural taxpayers. If the 
referendum passes, the $30,000 for 
hiring a consultant (and other related 
costs) becomes an expense of the 
service and charged to rural taxpayers. 
If the referendum is defeated this cost 
is absorbed by the RDCK through their 
study fund.

The 2009 pilot Winlaw program 
was supported by a Community 
Connections grant through the 
Ministry of Education, as well as the 
RDCK, School District 8, Columbia 
Basin Alliance for Literacy and the 
Nelson Library through the City 
of Nelson. At the end of the pilot 
program Winlaw residents contributed 
informally to a larger discussion about 
creating permanent library access in 
Areas E, F, H.

Many people I spoke to recently 
in my Area E did not even know there 
was going to be a referendum. I do not 
think there has been enough public 
information regarding the referendum.

C. Postnikoff
Nelson
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submitted
A personal passion for one New 

Denver native has turned into a 
recreational opportunity for all ages 
in the Slocan Valley. The Community 
Gaming Group, formed by Loren 
Oldham, a local cabinet maker and 
computer repairman, has been hosting 
computer gaming nights from 6 pm to 
midnight at New Denver’s Knox Hall on 
the first and third Friday of every month. 

Formed in the fall of 2009, the 
Community Gaming Group began 
hosting group gaming nights in March 
2010 to provide a social and recreational 
opportunity for kids and adults. The 6 pm 

to 9 pm time period, which is restricted to 
games with an Entertainment Software 
Rating Board rating of “Teen” or lower, 
has been extremely popular with New 
Denver youth. 

“Not all kids want to play sports,” 
says Oldham who used to ride to the 
nearby town of Silverton on his bike 
in the 80s to play his favourite coin-
operated video game at the Silverton 
Hotel. “Kids don’t have many options 
for indoor recreation throughout winter, 
and gaming combines an incredible art 
form with full-on action and a dramatic 
story line. Plus,” he adds, “everything is 
more fun with friends.”

Community Computer Gaming offered Friday nights in New Denver
Oldham’s stepson William Corven 

agrees. “I love to game, and I love to 
be with other kids,” says the 12-year-
old. “Gaming group is the best of both 
worlds.” 

Thus far, kids have dominated 
gaming night attendance. Almost three-
quarters of attendees last spring were 
youth under the age of 18. While only 
seven youth attended the first gaming 
night in March, 15 kids attended the final 
gaming group before summer break last 
June. At the start-up of gaming night this 
fall, 18 youth attended.

Adult attendance has been sporadic, 
ranging from three to five attendees, 

but Oldham sees that as a function of 
adult gaming patterns in general. “Adult 
gamers tend to play solo or online 
with other gamers, and they are often 
committed to certain games. They aren’t 
necessarily seeking social activity as kids 
are.” Adult gaming, which primarily 
features games with an ESRB rating 
of “Mature,” takes place from 9 pm to 
midnight. Youth under the age of 18 can 
attend with parental permission.

The Gaming Group has received 
support and donations from many 
community members. Using parts from 
over 20 donated older-model computers 
and funds from the Slocan Lake 

Recreation Commission #6 and several 
bottle drives, Oldham constructed 
six full-time gaming machines. The 
computers host a wide range of single-
player games and are also networked 
to allow up to six players to compete 
against each other. Oldham also brings 
his own Xbox 360 gaming console and 
television that allows up to four players 
to play together.

Oldham, whose love for gaming 
combined with his intimate knowledge 
of computers led him to create the 
Community Gaming Group, encourages 
all to stop by Knox Hall on the first or 
third Friday of every month. 

submitted
With the upcoming referenda on 

library services in the regional district, 
it’s time to take a new look at the 
benefits of libraries. Rural residents 
from Balfour to Winlaw will vote on 
October 16 about whether they would 
like access to these services as well. 
Those areas that vote ‘yes’ will begin 
to pay for library service through their 
property taxes, a practice which is 
almost universal in BC.

Nelson Public Library Chief 
Librarian June Stockdale notes that 99 
percent of British Columbians access 
library services through property 
taxation. There are only 49,000 people 
in BC who cannot freely access 
a library, and 11,800 of them are 

Library referendum for rural residents coming to the Slocan Valley
residents of RDCK Areas E, F and H. 

“In most communities around the 
province, libraries are funded in the 
same way as hospitals and schools. 
Everyone pays a little bit, and the 
whole community benefits from the 
increased opportunities that come 
from free access to the tools that build 
literacy,” says Stockdale.

Currently, rural residents pay out 
of pocket for a library membership. 
Under the current user-pay system, 
rural residents account for the use 
of 30 percent of library materials in 
circulation, but they only contribute 
two percent of library income. This is 
not sustainable for the library, while 
user fees remain a barrier for some 
rural residents.

In a community consultation 
process earlier this year, residents 
said they would like to see library 
services in their communities. Satellite 
services, outreach programs and book 
return boxes in rural areas are all part 
of the proposed service. Improved 
hours and expanded collection 
materials, and a seat on the Board of 
Trustees are also in the package.

“The communities told us what 
their needs are and then we worked 
with library staff to determine the most 
cost effective ways of meeting those 
needs,” said Area H Director Walter 
Popoff. “Now it is up to residents 
if they want the library service we 
negotiated.”

The proposed cost is $10 per 

$100,000 of assessed property value. 
For the owner of an average $360,000 
home, this would mean $36 per year, 
or $3 per month.

“I  bel ieve that  everyone, 
especially those with limited income, 
should have access to good quality 
library services,” says Area H resident 
Val Mayes. “Supporting the library 
through taxation is the most equitable 
way to do this. It will mean that 
membership fees won’t be a barrier, 
and that the library can improve 
its service with longer hours and 
outreach to the Slocan Valley.”

The boards of trustees for both the 
Nelson and Castlegar Libraries have 
worked out an agreement to support 
Slocan Valley residents in accessing 

library services from both libraries. 
Residents need to choose one library 
that will be their ‘home’ library. 
Then by using the free BC OneCard, 
residents can access the other library, 
as well as all other libraries in the 
province. 

For more information about 
proposed new services, who is eligible 
to vote, as well as when and where 
to vote, stop in at the library or 
visit www.rdck/bc.ca/publicinfo/
news.html or www.nelsonlibrary.ca. 
Community organizations that would 
like someone to attend one of their 
meetings to answer questions about 
the referenda can call the Regional 
District at 250-352-6665 or the library 
at 250-352-6333. 

submitted by Natasha Miles, principal
Lucerne School’s new school year 

has started with dedication from all 
involved: 87 students ready to learn, 10 
teachers ready to teach and 7 support 
staff ready to guide. The teachers brought 
their summer vacation to an end early 
when they attended a Professional 
Development day in Trail on August 31. 
This was an all-day seminar presented 
rather impressively by one man, Sir John 
Jones, knighted in the UK for his services 
to education. He inspired his audience to 
weave magic for students in their schools 
and this is how the school year started 

Lucerne School Falls into Learning with a blast
at Lucerne with three secondary school 
groups heading out of New Denver on 
elective courses. The ‘Into Learning’ 
weeks at Lucerne are highly regarded 
by colleagues throughout the province 
who recognize these weeks as a model 
for rural schools to follow to enable them 
to broaden the graduation pathway for 
students. 

One ‘Into Learning’ group took part 
in ‘Bard and Art’, visiting Vancouver’s 
annual Shakespeare festival on the 
beach, and experiencing post-graduation 
education at Simon Fraser and Emily 
Carr Universities. An expeditionary 

group hiked into Glacier National Park 
and spent three nights out-of-doors 
in cabins and tents. A third group got 
very wet canoeing and kayaking while 
studying the ecological differences 
between Little Wilson Lake and Beaver 
Lake but as Sadye Butler, Grade 11 
discovered, a few days away from home 
can change a person: “A few days full of 
strokes and smiles, changes my view, I 
can see who I am stripped away from 
home, I can see myself in the muddy 
waters.” 

Once back in school, classroom 
learning has become a priority and 
with the use of the Facilitated Learning 
Center, students are taking courses 
that range from Law 12 to Biology 12, 
Social Justice 12 to Outdoor Education. 
The student council is gearing itself up 
for annual elections, the 30th Annual 
Terry Fox Run has been run and the 
Kindergarten to Grade 4 classes took part 
in a field trip to Kokanee Creek to see for 
themselves the fall’s plans for redfish. 

Two new initiatives launched by 
School District 10 this fall have had 

successful starts at Lucerne. The new 
Arrow Lakes Distributed Learning 
School is enabling students who are 
home-schooled to participate more 
fully in their local school’s activities. 
The partnership with School District 6 
over international students has allowed 
for Niko Gallas from Munich, Germany 
to study at Lucerne for a year joining 

Grade 11 and a second German student 
will be joining the school at the start of 
October. Niko took part in the Glacier 
National Park field trip, his first visit to a 
Canadian National Park. “It was amazing 
to see Canadian nature and it was very 
different from hiking in Germany – more 
dangerous!” said Niko about his ‘Into 
Learning’ experience. 

Niko Gallas, international student attending Lucerne school this year, learns an 
essential camp craft during the ‘fall into Learning’ trip to Glacier National Park.

by Art Joyce
Lately New Denver’s main street has 

been getting a much-needed facelift. It 
began with the renovation  of the former 
Valhalla Wilderness Society building 
that has transformed the 112-year-old 
historic landmark beautifully. Now the 
building that housed the former My 
Aunt’s Place business has been bought 
by Rob Plaskett, who has big plans for it. 

“Our plan at this point is to renovate 
the building, particularly its appearance, 
and turn it into an asset for New Denver 
rather than a liability,” says Plaskett.

Plaskett hopes to provide a retail 

Former My Aunt’s Place building gets a facelift
storefront for rental to local businesses. 
The interior may be divided into two, 
offering space for two businesses, or left 
as one unit, depending on what people 
are interested in renting. “Discussions 
with other small business in town lead 
us to believe that most businesses would 
prefer a smaller cheaper rental space 
rather than one larger one,” says Plaskett. 

He says he’s working within local 
Village bylaws and market demand. 
The storefront will be renovated to a 
heritage look similar to Panini’s bistro. 
Plaskett says the other option still being 
considered is whether to start his own 

business at the location, something that 
would draw on the busy summer tourist 
traffic.“New Denver has become a busy 
tourist place in the summer and as new 
stores and buildings are opened, there’s 
a cumulative draw to New Denver that’s 
good for the downtown area. Clearly 
the Friday Market and Garlic Festival 
deserve much of the credit.”

The building has a two-bedroom 
apartment in the back and a back yard 
that has possibilities as a garden. The 
apartment will be renovated extensively 
to “turn it into a really beautiful space 
for rental.” 
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   VILLAGE OF 
NEW DENVER

NOTICE OF 2011 PERMISSIVE TAX EXEMPTIONS
Section 224 of the Community Charter allows Council to exempt 
from taxation property:

(f) in relation to property that is exempt under section 
220(1)(h) [buildings for public worship],

 (i)  an area of land surrounding the exempt building

The following properties are proposed for exemption:

1. Lot 6, Block 14, Plan 9501, District Lot 542, Kootenay 
District (Turner Memorial United Church);

2.     Lots 7& 8, Block 35, Plan 557, District Lot 549, Kootenay 
Land District (St. Anthony’s Catholic Church);

3.       That portion of Lot 23, Block 45, Plan 557, District Lot 
549, Kootenay District & (1) Lot 26 (2) Pcl A (KM82543) 
(St. Stephen’s Anglican Church), commencing at the 
southwest corner of Lot 26, Block 45, thence north 
fifty-five feet, thence east one hundred feet, thence 
south fifty-five feet to the southeast corner of Lot 23, 
Block 45, thence west one hundred feet to the point of 
commencement;

4.         Lots 1-3, Block 48, Plan 557, District Lot 549, Kootenay 
District (Pentecostal Church);

For the year 2011

     Carol Gordon, CMC
     Administrator

VILLAGE OF 
NEW DENVER 

ARBOR DAY

The Village of New Denver is holding an Arbor Day 
on Monday, October 25, 2010. We will pick up all 
yard and pruning waste that is placed at the curb by 
8 a.m.  Please ensure that all branches are bundled 
and tied and all garden refuse (leaves, 
etc.) is bagged.  Absolutely no 
household garbage or construction 
material will be picked up. 

Thank you for your cooperation.

by Jan McMurray
• Mayor Everett gave the Public 

Works report. The campground had 
its most successful year, with income 
up 55% over last year. The Village 
has received numerous letters of 
praise about the campground and the 
attendants.

The water project will be complete 
by the end of the year. The arena is 
almost complete, except the lighting 
and getting the ice plant up and 
running again. The new playground 
is in. “Not enough can be said about 
the Public Works crew,” said Everett. 
“We have phenomenal staff working 
at the Village and the summer student 
also did a spectacular job.”

• In his mayor’s report, Everett 
announced that CAO Junko Ida was 
on sick leave until the beginning of 
2011 at the earliest. He said he was 
very pleased with the work of Acting 
CAO Elaine Rogers.

• Councillor Barber reported that 
he was in discussion with the Slocan 
Lake Gallery Society board about a 
comprehensive plan for renovations 
needed at the Silverton Gallery.

• Councillor Bell reported on 

Silverton council, September 21: Silverton campground has great year
RDCK and Slocan Valley Economic 
Development Commission (SVEDC) 
meetings. The SVEDC will be 
working on upgrading the website, 
www.slocanvalley.com.

Bell also reported that after 
Councillor Main had approached her 
about the recycling bin for mixed 
paper being too tall, she arranged 
to have a shorter one brought to the 
village. 

• Councillor Johnson reported 
that he was very appreciative of 
Bruce Lintott of the Ministry of 
Transportation and YRB for the 
work done in Silverton this season, 
particularly the sidewalk by the 
bridge.

He also reported that the regional 
hospital board wanted feedback from 
councils about replacing the Nelson 
and Trail hospitals. They were built in 
the 1950s and will have to be replaced 
in 10 to 15 years. No money has been 
set aside for building new ones. The 
regional board would like to know 
whether to start a reserve fund now 
to save for the project, or to borrow 
the money at the time of re-building. 
Currently, the average household 

pays about $20 in hospital taxes. If we 
start saving, the average household 
will pay about $40 annually. If we 
borrow the money when needed, the 
average household will pay about 
$200.

Council agreed that saving was 
preferable, but wants assurances 
that the reserve fund would be 
definitely earmarked for the purpose 
of replacing the hospitals only.

• Councillor Main reported on 
a Recreation Commission No. 6 
meeting on September 6. The summer 
swimming lesson program was fully 
subscribed; the commission plans to 
offer the program again next year. The 
deadline for fall grant applications is 
November 12.

The commission received notice 
from the RDCK that they cannot 
provide insurance for groups. Some 
groups apply for funding through 
the recreation commission or the 
RDCK’s sponsorship program for 
assistance with liability insurance 
costs. Main said the commission is 
looking for a creative solution to 
this dilemma. The Valhalla Summer 
School of Music’s liability insurance, 
for example, is $3,000 per year and 
the RDCK turned down the group’s 
application for help with this cost.

Main said she planned to get 
together with Acting CAO Rogers to 
update the Village emergency plan.

• Acting CAO Rogers reported 
that a $5,000 grant was available 
through Tree Canada and BC Hydro 
to purchase trees. She mentioned 
several areas around town where 
trees could be planted: the recycling 
area, the playground, the entrance to 
the creekside campground. Rogers 
was authorized to apply for the grant.

• Council received a letter from 
the president of Strata Corp N36 
regarding snowplowing of the Silver 
Cove cul-de-sac. The letter says 
that following a discussion with 
the mayor, the strata corp agrees to 

remove the shed and keep the grass 
cut on the sewage field in exchange 
for snow plowing.

Mayor Everett reported that they 
had discussed landscaping, not just 
mowing, on the sewage field. He said 
he would write back and be explicit 
about what the Village would like to 
see in exchange for snowplowing.

• The Friends of Memorial Hall 
wrote to say they would like to 
purchase a portable defibrillator (a 
machine that can aid someone who 
has a heart attack) and donate it to 

the hall. Council voted to accept 
their generous offer and send a letter 
of thanks.

• In recognition of the donation 
from Mac and Clara Norris for the 
new playground equipment, council 
decided to purchase a bench, plaque 
and tree.

• Council discussed the recording 
of council meetings by the public. 
It was agreed to adopt a policy that 
anyone can make a recording at 
a public meeting as long as they 
announce that they are doing so.

by Art Joyce
The New Denver and Nakusp areas 

have inherited a wealth of fruit trees 
from the pioneers who settled here. 
But that wealth can become a danger 
to bears if not harvested, not to mention 
a waste of delicious, free organic fruit. 
Harvest Share, now under the umbrella 
of Arrow and Slocan Lakes Community 
Services, continues to offer workshops 
and assistance with picking in both 
communities. 

“We started the year this spring with 
the high school program Spring into 
Learning,” says New Denver project 
coordinator Bree Lillies. “Janet Quesnel 
did a pruning workshop with the students, 
and a number of them volunteered to 
pick, which was fantastic.”

Although there is less fruit this year, 
Lillies says she’s been just as busy. The 
project is maintaining a list of about 35 
pickers, with 51 properties registered in 
the New Denver/Silverton area, with 
about 80 trees in total.

In Nakusp, in its first official season, 
there are 42 fruit trees and six grape 
vines registered, and 38 pickers. Of the 
1,685 pounds of fruit picked so far, 1,000 
pounds were donated to the Nakusp 
Food Bank. Anne Miskulin is the Nakusp 
coordinator.

Fruit tree project continues to offer workshops and assistance
A brochure for the project has been 

printed, an educational and promotional 
piece for the project that will be used in 
both communities.

“We’re trying to spend more time in 
educational workshops this year,” says 
Lillies.  We want to educate people on 
fruit tree care and maintenance and offer 
ways to preserve the fruit.

She says this area “has an abundance 
of peach plums” so there was an effort 
to find ways to use them. A canning 
workshop was held at the Silverton 
Memorial Hall to preserve plum jam, 
fruit leather, and honey plum preserves. 
Cindy Walker did a fruit thinning 
workshop in July. A salsa bee was 
held September 30 at Lucerne School. 
In Nakusp, there was a vermiculture 
workshop and a juicing event.

It’s important to note that the project 
will only pick registered trees. The 
New Denver project has three fruit 
dehydrators, a steam juicer, ladders and 
a pressure canner available for use. 

Lillies says a portion of the spring 
this year was spent obtaining funding. 
Harvest Share gratefully acknowledges 
the financial support of CBT Community 
Initiatives, Environmental initiatives and 
Arrow and Slocan Lakes Community 
Services. 
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250-265-3681

• LUMBER
• SIDING
• INSULATION
• ROOFING
• DRYWALL
• FLOORING
• HARDWARE
• GENERAL PAINT
• PLUMBING
• ELECTRICAL
• WOOD STOVES
• WINDOWS/DOORS
• SCAFFOLDING
• ENGINEERED FLOORS
• ROOF TRUSSES
• TOOL RENTALS
• AGRICULTURAL FEEDS
• GARDENING SUPPLIES
• GREENHOUSE

OPEN
7 am - 5:30 Weekdays
9 am - 5:00 Saturday

The Best Lumberyard 
in the Kootenays

We deliver!

Announcement
I would like to announce that Kelly Roberts has purchased 
Royal LePage Selkirk Realty. After being involved in the local 
real estate business for the past 38 years, I feel that it is time 
to retire. I started with Mid Mountain Realty in 1972 and our 
office was in the Kootenay Savings Credit Union building. In 
1975 we formed Selkirk Realty, Ltd. and in 1980 moved our 
office to the old Pine Lodge building (now True North). We 
had six realtors and two office staff. In 1992 we moved to our 
present location, 306 Broadway St.

Kelly has been associated with Selkirk Realty for a total of 
21 years, the past three years as Managing Broker, and is 
well-qualified to carry on the business. “Helping people is 
what we do.”

Gord Marshall has been a realtor with Selkirk Realty since 1993 
and is very experienced with our area and especially enjoys 
selling acreages and lakeshore. Paula Conrad joined our team 
six years ago and resides in the New Denver/Silverton area.

I would especially like to thank Tammy Hascarl, our office 
administrator for the past 20 years. Everyone has enjoyed 
Tammy’s pleasant smile and cheerful personality. Tammy will 
continue on with her job with Kelly.

Janice Hogg is our accounting person and keeps everyone 
on track.

I would also like to thank all the people that our firms have 
represented over the years and the good friendships that 
developed.

The Best of Success to Kelly and her team!!

Ken Marshall

submitted
Fundraising consultant Lorna 

Visser,  who spearheaded the 
massively successful Valhalla Mile 

Local fundraising expert to share her secrets at November 6 workshop
land acquisition campaign in 2009 
which raised $1.5 million, will be 
giving a fundraising workshop on 
November 6 in Nakusp at Selkirk 
College.

The workshop, Getting Over 
the Fear of Fundraising, will cover 
the various fundraising methods, 
their pros and cons and relative 
effectiveness, and will delve into 
our societal fears about money and 
specifically our fears about asking 
for money.

“I see a lot of organizations 
spinning their wheels in their efforts 
to raise money,” says Visser. “People 
within those organizations are often 
frustrated and  discouraged about 
attracting the support they need to 
fulfill their organizations’ missions.  

Many community members 
involved in local causes have found 
themselves thrust into fundraising 
roles with little or no training, often 
because there’s simply no one else 
to do it. This one-day workshop will 
present a new way of thinking about 
fundraising and will help people 
who find themselves in the role of 
‘accidental fundraiser’ to use their 
time and energy more effectively. 
Visser says fundraising is a vital 
component of every organization, 
the ‘fuel’ that allows the organization 
to operate.  

“But we need to be more effective, 
and have more fun while we’re at it, 
in our efforts to get that fuel,” says 
Visser.

The full-day workshop will reveal 
tried-and-true fundraising strategies 
that will be useful to any community 
organization, non-profit or charitable 
group. At the workshop, participants 
will learn how to understand donors 
(and how to find them), how to 

design more effective campaigns, 
and will gain insights into how other 
organizations get their funding.  The 
workshop will stress the merits of 
developing a diversified fundraising 
mix – not being reliant on one grant 
or one source of funds. By the end 
of the day, participants will have a 
good idea of how to move ahead with 
a strategic fundraising plan for their 
organization – a plan that will let them 
work smarter, not harder.

A former  journal i s t  who 
holds a degree from Mount Royal 
University, Lorna Visser has worked 
as a fundraiser for the Canadian 
Red Cross in Calgary, Sierra Legal 
Defence Fund (now Ecojustice) in 
Vancouver, and since moving to the 
Slocan Valley in 1999, has been a 
consultant working with charities 
and community organizations across 
Western Canada. She has helped more 
than 100 organizations raise tens of 
millions of dollars, and has worked 
as a fundraising and communications 
trainer for the federal government’s 
Green Legacies program, for 
Environment Canada and various 
provincial agencies, for the Pacific 
Salmon Foundation, the Kootenay 
Boundary Community Services Co-
op, and now Selkirk College.

In addition to this session, 
Visser will be presenting the same 
course on October 29 in Castlegar 
as part of a series for non-profit 

Local fundraising expert Lorna Visser will present her insights for local non-profit 
organizations in a series of workshops to be held at selkirk College this fall. 

organizations. She is also presenting 
Getting Your Message Out: Non-
Profit Communications, on October 
16 at the Nelson campus of Selkirk 
College; Now I Can Hear You: 
Developing Messages That Motivate, 
October 23 in Nelson; and You’re On 
The Air: Media Relations Skills, on 
November 13 in Nelson.

For more information or to register, 
contact Selkirk College’s  Nakusp 
Learning Centre at nakuspce@
selkirk.ca or 250-265-4077; Castlegar 
Campus at castlegarce@selkirk.ca or 
250-365-1208; Nelson Silver King 
Campus at nelsonce@selkirk.ca or 
250-352-6601; or online at www.
selkirk.ca/ce.

by Art Joyce
For those who missed the launch 

for the Goddess Quest, there will 
be two simultaneous exhibitions of 
photos from the project during the 
month of October. The show will 
be running at Studio Connexion 
in Nakusp from September 29 to 
October 16, and at the Langham in 
Kaslo from October 1 to 31. 

The two exhibitions, while 
taken from the same project, will 
feature completely different works 
by photographer Virginia Boyd. Each 
gallery has 25 giclée prints on display 
with various goddesses portrayed. 

Goddess sculptures created for 
the project were placed on the West 
Kootenay circle route in various 
locations in nature, including several 
parks. And for goddess questers, 
project sculptor Elly Scheepens says 
there are still many of the original 
333 sculptures out there. The number 
three was chosen as symbolic of the 
feminine, multiplied three times 
for strength. A woman in Nakusp 
recently found a goddess sculpture 
in her garden, to her great surprise. 
There’s a ‘pay it forward’ aspect 
to the project, as people pass along 
sculptures or place them back in 
nature again. 

Goddess questers are encouraged 
to visit the project website and 
enter their comments on the blog. A 
woman named Angela writes: “I went 
goddess questing on the opening day 
with a group of friends. It was one 
of the most magical things I have 
ever done. I felt like a child again. 
Gleefully strolling through the forest 
looking in all the little hiding places 
for beautiful creatures. I will never 

Goddess Quest exhibitions held in Nakusp, Kaslo
forget that day and I now have #260, 
the Goddess of Mystery, who resides 
with me.” 

Everything is so structured and 
based on monetary values these days, 
says Scheepens, that she wanted the 
project to create value in different 
terms. 

“Goddess energy is just there, 
free 24/7 as long as you can tune 

into it,” says Scheepens. “A lot of 
people have one of the goddesses at 
their house and are very attached to 
them. It’s very much about getting 
people out into nature, seeing it in a 
different way.”

To see images of the goddesses 
and read more feedback on the project 
to date, visit www.goddessquest.
com. 

Virginia Boyd and Elly scheepens at their show in Nakusp.

submitted
Chuck Stake Enterprizes (CSE), 

the Correspondence/MailArt Company, 
has opened the Museum of Ephemera 
(MOE) in Nakusp.

According to the dictionary, 
ephemeron or its plural, ephemera, 
is “something short-lived or of no 
lasting significance.” It can include 
“printed matter (as posters, broadsides, 
pamphlets, etc.), intended to be of use 
or importance for only a short time 
but preserved by collectors.” Life is 
ephemeron and so is art – as life and art 
reflect each other.

The MOE incorporates both 

Museum of Ephemera gallery to open in Nakusp
the Canadian Artist Trading Card 
Centre (CATCC) and the Canadian 
Correspondence Art Gallery (CCAG). 
Stake has an extensive collection of 
correspondence mail art and related 
ephemera going back to the early 
’70s, and an extensive collection of 
some 10,000 artist trading cards. The 
museum will present an ongoing series 
of exhibitions, gatherings and other 
events to share these collections with 
the public.

MOE is located at 312 Third Avenue 
NW. It is on the ground floor of Stake’s 
studio, a two-storey green building 
located at the back of the property.
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Surge Pure Canada
High Surges • Brown Outs & Lightning 

Strike Protection for your Electrical Panel 
Phone for more information

1-250-265-4269 or Toll Free 1-866-969-3522
Ask for Zygmund @ Foothills Electric

Deadline:  October 22, 2010

Sandra Watt  (250) 265-3438  sandrawatt@telus.net

BUYERS OF CEDAR 
& PINE POLES

Mike Casey  cell   344-8477
Offering planning, management 
and sales for Woodlot Licences 

and Private Land Owners.

P.O. Box 4, 
Brisco, B.C. V0A 1B0

Phone (250) 346-3315
Fax (250) 346-3218

TOLL FREE 1-866-346-3315

WOOD PRESERVERS LTD.

COMMUNITY

submitted by Evelyn Kirkaldy
“I’ve just got a few more paw-fulls of 

dirt to go and my bed’s ready for winter. 
Food’s becoming scarce but I’m big and 
fat and my coat is shiny. I’ve lived for a 
long time because I know better than to 
get too close to those two-leggeds. Some 
of the bears in these woods certainly 
aren’t as smart as me. They take risks, 
especially the teenagers, and often that’s 
the end for them. Take Hermann for 
instance. He let the smell of ripe fruit lure 
him into town. Of course he found loads 
of other great stuff too. Well, Hermann 
got into one yard and started rummaging 
around, but a couple of two-leggeds gave 
him pure hell. They looked him in the 
eyes, moved towards him and said: ‘Get 
out of here bear!’ And you sure knew that 
they meant it! This was their den and he 
was not welcome. Well, Hermann wasn’t 
going back there again! 

“He had much better luck in the 
next yard. There were cans of yummy 
leftovers, a box of nuts and seeds hung 
from a tree and food for those annoying 
dogs and cats. On top of that, when one 
of the two-leggeds saw Hermann, she 

The Wise Bear: a bear’s view of pre-hibernation misadventures
ran into the house. Soon there were three 
of them at the window. He was happily 
gorging himself and it seemed totally 
alright with the two-leggeds. Well, this 
was a place he would visit again. He did, 
and got shot.

“Then there was poor luckless Lucy. 
Along her regular route was a big yard full 
of small screaming two-leggeds. During 
the day, no way was she going in there, 
but at night Lucy went back and found all 
kinds of delicious stuff lying around. One 
evening there was a big metal container 
filled with food in the yard. She climbed 
inside, and that was the end of her.

“Roger was a bit wiser. He was dining 
on some rotting fruit from a big box, when 
he got chased up a tree by some stupid 
dogs. He was bawling, the dogs were 
barking and growling and then some two-
leggeds began making a big scary racket 
and throwing things. It was just horrible! 
After what seemed like forever, they all 
went away. When poor Roger’s heart 
stopped pounding, he carefully climbed 
down the tree. He was almost back in 
the woods when they all appeared again 
and chased him off. From then on Roger 

decided that mushrooms and berries tasted 
way better than that garbage two-leggeds 
eat anyway. Who says you can’t teach an 
old bear new tricks?

“Daisy was happily munching on 
clover when a couple of two-leggeds 
banged some noisy things together. She 
didn’t run away because she had heard 
that sound lots before and nothing bad 
had happened. It wasn’t scary. The next 
day when she went back for more, there 
was a bucket full of meat scraps hanging 
from a huge metal thing with wheels. 
Sweet! Till a couple of two-leggeds came 
out from behind and shot her. They dug 
a hole, shoved her in, covered her up and 
had another beer.

“Yes it’s sad. But you’ve got to be 
smart like me. Stay away, that’s what I 
say. Anyhow, I’m getting really groggy. 
So, I think I’ll raid that squirrel’s cache 
one more time and then settle in for the 
winter. Wait, what’s that?” Bang!...

This story was inspired by real 
incidents. For more information about 
BearSmart programs in the Slocan Valley, 
contact Evelyn Kirkaldy at 250-359-6611 
or visit www.bearsmart.com/Kootenay.

by Jan McMurray
The RDCK is working on a bylaw 

to govern regional parks and trails in 
the district. The bylaw is expected to be 
in place by spring, and will go to public 
hearing probably in January or February.

The RDCK has 21 parks and trails. 
Those in the Valley Voice coverage area 
include Winlaw Nature Park, Bigelow 
Bay, Rosebery Parklands, Galena Trail, 
Glacier Creek Park and Ainsworth 
Wharf. “This bylaw is long overdue,” 
says Monty Horton, whose position has 
recently changed so that he is half-time 
park planner and half-time development 
planner at the RDCK. “The first order of 

Regional Parks and Trails Bylaw in the works at RDCK
business is this regulation bylaw, which 
will be a blanket bylaw for all regional 
parks and trails in the district. It will 
cover hours of use, animals, camping, 
alcohol, fires, litter, etc. Then, we will 
work on management plans for each 
park and trail,” he explained. Horton 
further explained that the individual 
management plans will streamline 
regulations for individual RDCK parks 
and trails, such as designating areas for 
specific uses. The Regulation bylaw will 
be the “default regulatory document” 
unless the park or trail management 
plan states otherwise. For example, the 
draft bylaw states that dogs must be on 

leash in all parks and trails; however, 
an individual management plan may 
say that dogs are allowed off leash in a 
designated area of a specific park or trail. 

Completing the management 
plans will take time, however. Horton 
explained that while the management 
plans are being developed, exceptions 
to the bylaw can be authorized in 
the interim by the RDCK’s General 
Manager of Community Services.

RDCK Park and trail management 
plans may be tasked to volunteer groups 
that manage the parks and trails. Horton 
says the RDCK has developed a template 
to assist the groups in drafting the plans. 

Public consultation will take place before 
finalizing the management plans.

Horton says that the RDCK board 
and staff recognize that in addition to 
having lots of regional parks and trails 
with no planning, there are also quite a 
few proposed parks. “The discussion on 
creating new parks is ongoing, but we’re 
going ahead with the regulation bylaw 
now – that’s the way to go first. Then 
we’ll look at preparing individual park 
and trail management plans, along with 
acquiring land for park future purposes. 
There is lots of interest around the board 
table in this bylaw, and in ensuring there 
are resources available to acquire and 

establish areas as parks,” said Horton. 
The draft bylaw has been sent out 

to all the volunteer groups that manage 
regional parks and trails in the district. 
The groups have been asked to provide 
comments on the bylaw by October 29. 
Horton is also very interested in hearing 
from members of the public. A copy of 
the draft Regulation Bylaw is available 
upon request.  Contact Monty Horton at 
mhorton@rdck.bc.ca or 250-352-8159.  

by Jan McMurray
• An update on the fuel management 

program was received from Bruce 
Blackwell and John Cathro. Contracts 
have been awarded for fuel management 
projects in nine communities, for a 
total of $1,460,690. The four contracts 
awarded in the Valley Voice coverage 
area are: Slocan City - Debri Resources 
($102,737); New Denver - Slocan 
Integral Forestry Co-op ($207,945); 
Cooper Creek - Loki Tree Service 
($182,875); Lardeau - Apex Forest and 
Wildfire Services ($158,443).

At least 30% of all workers must 
come from the local community.

Additional contracts are expected to 
be awarded in the coming weeks. “The 
reason for this staged approach is that 
we want to make sure that project funds 
are allocated in as many communities as 
possible while keeping within the overall 
project budget,” states the update report.

• The RDCK will apply for 

RDCK board, September 23: Fuel management contracts awarded
funding to participate in the Provincial 
Woodstove Exchange Program again 
this year. An application for $27,500 
will be made to the provincial program, 
and RDCK funds of $12,500 will be 
allocated so that $350 rebates can be 
given out for 100 stove exchanges. 
This budget will also cover the cost of 
program promotion.
Area D: Ainsworth-Woodbury fire 
service petition passes

• Schroeder Creek won’t be 
joining the fire services contract with 
the Village of Kaslo, but Ainsworth-
Woodbury probably will. The majority 
of Ainsworth-Woodbury voters (50.2%), 
representing 68.5% of property values 
in the community, signed a petition 
asking for fire protection service from 
the Village of Kaslo’s volunteer fire 
department. The Village of Kaslo will 
make a decision by October 7 on whether 
or not to extend its fire service area to 
Coffee Creek, thereby encompassing 

Ainsworth and Woodbury. Meanwhile, 
RDCK staff is preparing an amendment 
to the bylaw to include Ainsworth-
Woodbury in the service area, subject 
to a letter of agreement from the Village 
of Kaslo.

• The RDCK will apply for tenure 
over Crown Land in Mirror Lake 
and Lardeau, as recommended by the 
Kaslo and Area Regional Facilities, 
Recreation and Parks Commission. The 
purpose of having tenure over these 
two pieces of land is for public access 
to Kootenay Lake. If the applications 
are successful, the two pieces of land 
will be managed by the Kaslo and Area 
Regional Facilities, Recreation and Parks 
Commission.
Area H

• Discretionary grants were approved 
for: Nelson Search and Rescue ($500), 
Winlaw Hall Society ($1,000), Village 
of Slocan Halloween Hoot ($500). A 
Community Development grant was 

approved for Krestova Improvement 
District ($6,000).
Area K

• Water service establishment bylaws 
were adopted for Burton, Edgewood, and 
Fauquier. The annual tax requisition will 
not exceed $45,000 for Burton, $57,000 
for Edgewood and $85,000 for Fauquier.

• Community Development grants 
were approved for: Fauquier Fire 
Brigade ($5,000) and Burton Hall 
Board ($5,000).
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Halloween 
Costume Party

at the Nakusp 
Legion

October 30, 9 PM

“Radio Lifeline” 
from Kelowna

Tickets are $12

prizes for the 
best costumes

members & 
guests welcome

Odette’s Skin & Body Care
in Nakusp October 22 & 23 at the Kuskanax Lodge

  

Services 
· Corrective skin Care & Treatment facials · microdermabrasion & Peels · milia & skin Tag Removal 

· Broken Blood Vessel Removal · Waxing - Brazilian Waxing · Body Wraps - scrubs · Relaxation massage 
· manicures & Pedicures · Brow & Lash Care - Tinting · Bumpy Arms/Cheeks

 

$40 Specials 
· Acne Treatment facial · mini microdermabrasion · Eye Contour Rejuvenation 

· silky Body scrub -for super soft skin · All teen skin care products 20% off
 

Other Specials
· mini mani, Pedi & facial - $100 · microdermabrasion - $65 · Detoxifying Body Wrap - $95

· full Body Exfoliation & massage - $75
 

Facial Lifting & Firming
LumiLift facial & microderm - $120 

 

www.odettesskincare.com
odette.baumgartner@gmail.com

250-878-6227

Marilyn Massey
A.R.C.T. & B. Ed in Music

Teacher of Piano, Violin & Theory

P. O. Box 994
Nakusp, BC  V0G 1R0
(250) 265-4087

One Book, One Kootenay author comes to Nakusp, Kaslo
submitted

Anne DeGrace’s first novel, 
Treading Water, a series of linked 
stories based on the flooding of 
Renata in the 1960s, has been chosen 
for the second annual One Book One 
Kootenay (OBOK) selection. The 
author will read at the Nakusp Public 
Library on Thursday, October 21 at 
7 pm and at Kaslo Public Library on 
Tuesday, October 12 at 7:30. 

DeGrace will be joined by special 
guests Wally Penner, vice president 
of community partnerships with the 
Columbia Basin Trust, who moved to 
Renata at age 8, and Takaia Larsen, 
curator of the historical exhibition 
Remembering Renata. 

One Book One Kootenay covers 

the East and West Kootenays and 
Boundary, and each year chooses one 
book written by an author residing in 
the region. The selected author will 
read throughout the region, which 
encompasses 19 libraries in the 
Kootenay Library Federation.

In Treading Water, DeGrace 
links characters like the indomitable 
Ursula Hartmann – first child born 
in the fictional community of Bear 
Creek (based on Renata) – with other 
residents and their stories from 1904 
until the area was flooded in the wake 
of hydroelectric dam development.

“The OBOK designation is an 
honour,” says DeGrace, “because the 
stories are about my home turf. While 
fictional, they are about, and belong 

to, the people of the Kootenays; 
these are the human stories behind 
the land and the flooding, and I tried 
to approach them with honesty and 
integrity.”

DeGrace was very happy to be 
in the company of the two iconic 
Kootenay writers also shortlisted for 
the designation: Luanne Armstrong 
of Boswell with her memoir, Blue 
Valley; and Vivien Bowers of Nelson 
with her non-fiction novel, In the 
Path of an Avalanche.  

DeGrace is a writer, columnist 
and librarian. It will be an extremely 
busy fall for her. As well as the 
OBOK tour and readings with 
Treading Water, she launches two 

new books: Seasonings: A Year 
of Local Flavour in Words and 
Recipes is a fundraiser for the Nelson 
Municipal Library, co-sponsored by 
the library and Kootenay Country 
Store Co-operative; and Nelson, 
British Columbia, a photographic 
essay co-written with Steve Thornton, 
with photos by David Gluns.

The launch is sponsored by 
Nakusp Public Library, Kaslo Public 
Library, Columbia Kootenay Cultural 
Alliance and the Kootenay Library 
Federation. For more information 
contact the Nakusp Public Library at 
250-265-3363, Kaslo Public Library 
at 250-353-2942, or visit the OBOK 
website at www.obok.ca.
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Anne DeGrace’s novel, Treading Water, is the One Book One Kootenay selection 
for this year. DeGrace will be touring the Kootenay–Boundary in October giving 

readings from the book, which tells a fictionalized story of the flooding at Renata.

COMMUNITY

A promise in progress – Boaters, and community and district members of 
fauquier wish to thank BC Hydro for the installation of breakwaters and pilings this 

summer at fauquier’s boat launch. What an excellent job! The community looks 
forward to the installation of the floating walkways next year, and the extension of 

the ramp and the new turnaround when reservoir levels are suitable. The total cost 
of improvements to the fauquier boat ramp is expected to be just over $1 million.

The Columbia Basin Trust has made a $25,000 contribution to the Ainsworth Community 
Hall restoration project. The restoration will ensure that the hall is structurally sound, that 
it provides safer access and safer drinking water, and that it is more attractive to visitors. 

L to R: CBT Liaison Lynda Lafleur, Joyce and Norm mackie, Jack Tiffin, Karen Lutz, 
Jeanne Wirth, Patrick Hartnett, Joe Hawes, Louise Chambers and Kirby Hawes.
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Rainbow 
Derby
October 9th to October 11th

First $1500.00 
Second $750.00  
Third $500.00

Entry Fee $30.00

Awards Party - 1:00 pm, 
October 11th

Refreshments • Door 
Prizes Galore

Woodbury
Resort &

Marina

Tickets on Sale at 
Woodbury Resort, 

JB’s Pub, Gill & Gift, 
Balfour, Barren Fly 

& Tackle, Kaslo and 
on the East Shore at 
the Wynndel Store

While you’re at Woodbury, 
stop by & check out our fine 

selection of fishing boats!
Right next door to 
Woodbury Resort
4080 Highway 31

(250) 353-2550

by Art Joyce
Once again it’s time for the annual 

Woodbury Resort and Marina rainbow 
trout fishing derby, to be held October 
9-11. It’s a unique way to spend 
Thanksgiving weekend, especially 
for dedicated anglers who travel great 
distances to compete. 

The derby was featured along with 
other Kootenay lake fishing derbies 
in the September/October issue of BC 

Woodbury Resort’s annual rainbow derby noted in magazine
Outdoors Sport Fishing magazine. 
Writer David Kimble noted meeting 
anglers from Washington, Oregon, 
Idaho, Montana, Alberta, Saskatchewan 
and the Vancouver area on Kootenay 
Lake.

However, unlike the ‘good old days,’ 
when a profusion of weight categories 
in competitions meant hundreds of fish 
would be caught and killed, current 
derbies have adopted a catch and release 

policy. Regulations on Kootenay Lake 
allow anglers to kill only one rainbow 
trout over 20 inches per day, two per 
trip, to a maximum of five per year. 
According to Kimble, conservation 
officers “play a huge role in making sure 
that all anglers… are playing by the same 
rules,” and fines for infractions are stiff. 

Kimble notes that the excitement 
of derbies is generated partly by the 
time-limited aspect of competition. 

Anglers must make it back to the dock 
at a specified time in order for their 
catches to be eligible. Last year’s event 
at Woodbury was made more exciting 
when two boats near finish time were 
racing each other to get back to weigh-
in on time. Fruitvale resident Ron 
Underwood won first place with his 
13-pound rainbow trout. But Kootenay 
Lake is known to produce 20-pound 
Gerrard rainbow trout, with the record so 
far being a massive 29-pound bull trout.

Woodbury Resort also hosts a Dolly 
derby on Easter weekend. There are 
several others held throughout the year 
on Kootenay Lake, including the Bill 
King memorial Derby hosted by Gill 
and Gift in Balfour on the May long 

weekend; the Nelson Police Derby, also 
hosted in Balfour the week following 
the Woodbury event; and the Kaslo Bay 
Resort and Marina derby held usually the 
second weekend of November. Kimble’s 
conversations with anglers “showed me 
that Kootenay Lake’s fishing derbies are 
an important tourist draw.”  

Woodbury Resort’s derby awards 
a first prize of $1,500, second prize 
of $750, and third prize of $500, with 
everyone eligible for a door prize donated 
by generous local businesses. The 
awards party begins at 1 pm Monday, 
October 11. The entry fee for the derby is 
$30, with tickets available at Woodbury 
Resort, Gill and Gift in Balfour, Wyndell 
Store, and Barren’s in Kaslo. 

submitted
Over 150 competitors showed up in 

Kaslo for the inaugural SufferFest this 
past Sunday, October 3. People came 
from as far away as Austria. 

Eighty adult runners chose either 
the 10k or the 25k trail run. Thirty 
riders braved the gruelling ride up Mt. 
Buchanan and then down the legendary 
Monster bike trail. And there was a fun 
bike or run race for the kids down the 
Kaslo River Trail which saw 40 kids 
participate.

In the final week leading up to the 
event, race creators Janis Lampimaki and 
Shon Neufeld of Kootenay Mountain 

Kaslo’s first annual SufferFest a huge success
Sports in Kaslo had many details to 
iron out with the help of a small army 
of volunteers. Support from local area 
businesses was outstanding. “This 
event could never have happened if it 
weren’t for the incredible volunteer spirit 
in the Kaslo area,” said Lampimaki. 
“The business community showed 
tremendous faith in this new idea for 
Kaslo. As with any first-off event, we’ve 
got lots of wrinkles to iron out. After a 
bit of a rest we’ll take a good hard look 
at how we can improve things for next 
year, but we’re already hoping to add 
a 50km trail run and there’s discussion 
of extending the Monster ride as well.”

For very different, and perhaps 
surprising reasons, area businesses and 
some competitors have wondered if this 
could become a two-day event next year. 
Some businesses noted that a two-day 
fest would give more folks an excuse 
to stick around and spend time here. 
Some racers wished that they could have 
competed in both the running event and 
the bike event.

Pro race announcer, Sheena Miller 
said, “This is the first event that I’ve 
worked with five simultaneous races. I 
couldn’t believe they were able to pull 
that off so well with a shared finish line!”

Unofficial winners of the 10K trail 
run were Kelly Geisheimer of Rossland 
and Ian Crosthwaite of Kelowna. For 
the 25k trail run it was Sarah Newton of 
Revelstoke and Dalla Cain of Rossland 
who took first prize. And for the Monster 
Enduro bike race, Karen Reader of 
Rossland and Travis Hauck of Nelson 
brought home the trophies. 

Speaking of trophies, Kaslo 
SufferFest was honoured to feature 
original commissioned artwork trophies 
produced by local Kaslo artists, Eliza 
Fry, Charles Wilton, Brent Bukowski 
and Robin Wiltse. To view the trophies, 
check out all the results and get a link to 
great photos, go to www.kaslosufferfest.
com. 

Travis Hauck from Nelson placed a solid first in the monster Enduro mountain bike race at 
Kaslo sufferfest on October 3. The second place winner finished 18 minutes after him.
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by Art Joyce
Yo u  c a n ’ t  b e a t  t h e 

combination: a cuppa, a cause, 
and great tunes. That was the 
scene the evening of September 
30 at the Cup and Saucer when 
Dirty Grace and Scotty Dunbar 
performed, in part to help the 
newly-formed New Denver-
Silverton Trail Society attract 
new members. 

The event was hosted by 
Caitlin Perry on behalf of the 
society, which is petitioning 
to have a trail built between 

Cup and Saucer music event helps launch New Denver-Silverton Trail Society
Silverton and New Denver, 
something that cyclists and hikers 
have wanted for a long time 
here. The petition is designed to 
demonstrate community support 
to potential funders when the 
society applies for grants to make 
the trail a reality. The society 
is also seeking members and 
accepting donations for the cause.

At the Cup and Saucer event, 
41 people signed the petition and 
membership grew to 23 people.

Society member Ryan Butler 
made his performance debut on 

stand-up bass while Perry sang 
soft renditions of torch songs. 
Nina Martinez followed with 
a few original songs and some 
covers of songs by Allison Kraus 
and Gillian Welch as an opener 
for Dirty Grace. 

Dirty Grace consists of Betty 
Supple on mandolin, vocals and 
guitar and Marley Daemon on 
guitar, vocals, accordion and 
piano. Their repertoire draws 
on original and cover tunes with 
a strong be-bop jazz influence, 
with elements of bluegrass, hip-

hop and R&B. The audience 
was transfixed by their note-
perfect harmonies and Betty’s 
charismatic Betty Boop style 
vocal inflections. Dirty Grace 
is touring Canada with hula-
hoop dancer/instructor Laurel 
Collins and Scotty Dunbar, 

creating an almost medieval 
troupe atmosphere, complete 
with occasional clowning and 
fire-breathing. Supple describes 
Dunbar as “a one-man band 
who brings it to a whole different 
level. He adds such a funky, 
soulful element to it.” Original 

songs by Dirty Grace feature a 
strong environmental and social 
conscience cast in memorable 
melodies and sweet harmonies. 

For more information go to 
myspace.com and type in Dirty 
Grace, Betty Supple, Marley 
Daemon or Edmund Dunbar.

Dirty Grace, comprised of Betty supple and marley Daemon, performed to an overflow crowd at 
the Cup and saucer the evening of september 30. They were followed by montreal musician scott 

Dunbar, described as a one-man band. 

Dorothy Crabbe was among several local artists who set up displays 
at Edgewood’s first annual Art Walk in the Park on september 4. The 
event was sponsored by the Edgewood Community Internet society.

New Denver’s historic Bosun Hall is the heart of many community events. As a testament to its longevity, three 
generations of Bev Casley’s family, long-standing Bosun Hall volunteers, recently gathered for a photo with Audrey 

Repin of Columbia Power and Carol Bell, secretary for LACE. Columbia Power has contributed $1,000 to assist with the 
re-siding of the façade of the building. The award will help to support the ‘Bringing back the Bosun’ initiative by allowing 

the installation of hardi-board to replace an aging stucco finish. Pictured from left to right: Rhonda Bouillet, Theresa 
steenhoff and son Kurtis - daughter, granddaughter and great grandson of Bev Casley - Carol Bell, and Audrey Repin.
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Global Gift 
Discoveries 

Inspiring 
Arts & Crafts

318  Broadway  S t .   Nakusp ,  BC   265 -3288

Textiles / Objects / Artwork / Clothing
Your “Boho Chic” destination store in the Kootenays!

WE 
DELIVER!
Thurs - Mon • 4 pm - 9 pm
 

FRIDAY NIGHTS • 2 FOR 1 Pasta
 

JOIN US FOR A TRADITIONAL 
THANKSGIVING DINNER

Saturday & Sunday October 9th and 10th 

250-358-7929 • Silverton, BC

COMMUNITY

by Jan McMurray
Communities in Bloom gave Kaslo 

four blooms out of five, and a special 
mention to the SS Moyie this year.

Last year, Kaslo signed up for the 
program in the non-competitive category. 
The results were so encouraging that the 
community decided to enter officially 
this year. With more great results this 
year, committee member Erika Bird says 
they hope to enter again next year – and 
to recruit more young people with strong 
backs to help out!

Bird explained how Kaslo came 
to get involved in the Communities in 
Bloom program. She said that in 2008, 
when the provincial building was up for 
sale, she wondered if the dahlias would 
get planted on the property as they had 
been every year for as long as she could 
remember. She ran into the person who 
had been doing the planting on contract. 
He confirmed that the contract had been 
dropped, but he had the dahlia bulbs. 
“No one knows how old they are, but 
my guess is that they are at least 50 
years old,” said Bird. She and some of 
her colleagues at the Pennywise planted 
them that year, with a $100 donation 
from Greg Lay.

In 2009, the Village had purchased 
the provincial building and re-named it 
the Kemball Memorial Centre. When 
Bird asked for a budget for landscaping 
the grounds, the Village provided $400.

“Mayor Lay was the original push 
behind getting into the Communities in 
Bloom program,” she said. “He entered 
us into the non-competitive category and 
we did up the gardens at the Kemball 
Memorial Centre. The Trailblazers got 
involved, too.” Even though Kaslo 
wasn’t officially entered, two certificates 
were awarded – one in recognition of the 
Trailblazers and one in recognition of the 
efforts Kaslo has put towards heritage.

This year, with the official entry into 
the program, Bird says gardening fever 
was in the air all over town. “One of the 
great things about the program is that it 
creates connections between different 
groups that might not otherwise connect 
– the Legion, the Chamber, the Historical 
Society, the Trailblazers, the Food 

Four blooms for Kaslo: Communities in Bloom
Security Project, the Victorian Hospital 
Auxiliary, the school, the fire department 
and individuals all got involved.”

Bird added that it is not just 
about flowers. Kim Walker took the 
Communities in Bloom judges on a tour 

of food gardens in town. “We brought 
food security into it because that’s who 
we are,” she said. 

The Pennywise created the judge’s 
book for Kaslo – check it out at www.
pennywiseads.com.

morgan Remple & Brooklyn Adrian won the scarecrow building competition at 
the Lardeau Valley Harvest festival, september 25.

Kaslo’s involvement in the Communities in Bloom program is evident at the Kemball memorial Centre.
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Thank you to the 
volunteer fire people in 

Nakusp, Fauquier, Burton 
and Edgewood 

Congratulations
on a job

well done!

J & S Snacks

thanks our local volunteer 
firefighters

Fauquier, BC • 269-7234

88 Broadway St • Nakusp
265-2228

Volunteer 
firefighters 
save lives!

Wishes to commend 
the members of our 
local volunteer fire 

departments for their 
outstanding community 

service!
Nakusp • 265-4060

Salutes the 
brave Men & Women 
of our local volunteer 

fire departments!
You make our 

community a better place.
Nakusp, BC • 265-4615

Box Lake Lumber

Thanks our local 
volunteer firemen 

for  their brave 
community service
Nakusp, BC • 250-265-4767

A big thank you to 
all firefighters. Your 

efforts are much 
appreciated. Good 

luck with 
your new 

hall.

wishes to acknowledge 
the tremendous 
contribution that 

volunteer firefighters 
make to our 

communities!
95 6th Ave NW • Nakusp, BC • 250-265-4155

Thanks for 
keeping our 
homes and 
businesses 
safe!

Wood Fire
Pizza

N’ more
312 Broadway • Nakusp • 265-0060

Volunteer 
firefighters are 
the backbone of our 
communities!

Hwy 6 • Nakusp • 250-265-4012

Thank you to 
our volunteer 
firefighters!

302 Broadway • Nakusp, BC

250-265-3444

Nakusp
Glass

Our 
volunteer 
fire 
fighters 
are the 
best!
201 Broadway • Nakusp, BC

250-265-3252

Nakusp Centennial Golf 
Club
thanks
our local
volunteer 
firefighters for their 
fine community service
Hwy 6 • Nakusp, BC • 250-265-4531

FIRE PREVENTION WEEK

The Valley
  VOICE

Joins with other 
members of our 
community in 
wishing all of 
our volunteer 

firefighters a long 
and healthy life.

406-6th Ave • New Denver • 358-7218

Nakusp Volunteer Fire Department: L to R: Gord Hogaboam, Dave scambler, Lisa Hulshoff, Karolina moskal, 
James Peterson, Doug Andres, Rory mcLeod. missing: fire Chief Terry Warren, Deputy Chief Reg Gustafson, Cpt. Bill 
Regner, Cpt. Richard Cann, Lt. Len Gustafson, Lt. Art Olson, Lawrence Crowe, Gordy matchett, Arnie Herridge, Bob 

Cann, Dean Zanier, Tim fox, Tom Zeleznik, Greg Bobicki, Brad Gibson, Didace Wilcott, Harry Anderson.

Fauquier Volunteer Fire Department: L to R: Jim Jackson, fire Chief John Banta, Jamie Coates, Deputy Chief Ed mcGinnis, 
Daryl Henke, Leslie mcDonald, Denise Douglas, Lawrence Charles-Lundaahl, Dobby Bissell (financial officer), and mascot mya.
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THE RDCK THANKS ALL OF OUR
VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT

MEMBERS FOR THEIR DEDICATION 
AND COMMITMENT!

Balfour/Harrop • Beasley
Blewett • Canyon/Lister
Crescent Valley • North Shore
Ootischenia • Pass Creek
Passmore • Riondel • Robson
Slocan Valley • Tarrys
Winlaw • Wynndel/Lakeview
Yahk/Kingsgate • Ymir

FIRE PREVENTION WEEK IS OCTOBER 3 – 9, 2010

Now Recruiting Volunteer Firefighters!
Contact your local fire department or the Regional District of Central Kootenay.

1-800-268-RDCK(7325)

Kaslo 
Mohawk

would like to
THANK YOU

for your commitment 
to our community.

405 - 4th Street  Kaslo

Volunteer firefighters are awesome!
Lucky us in Kaslo, 

we’ve got YOU! 
A heartfelt thank 

you from Sunnyside 
Naturals

408 Front St, Kaslo      (250) 353-2566

Clothes Hanger

Our volunteer 
firefighters are the best!

400 Front Street • Kaslo, BC
250-353-9688

Thank you
to our 

wonderful
firefighters!

419 Front
Street
Kaslo

353-2955

Thank you to both the 
Kaslo Volunteer Fire 
D e p a r t m e n t  a n d  t o 
volunteer firefighters in the 
Ainsworth and Lardeau 
Valley portions of Area D 
for continuing to protect 
us and our communities.

– Andy Shadrack,
Director Area D 

Thank you 
firefighters for 

keeping our 
communities safe

Falkins Insurance             Kaslo

North Kootenay 
Veterinary 

Services
recognizes the men 
and women of the 

KVFD
9580 Cowan • Kaslo • 353-7125

We celebrate your constant 
good health, safety and 

true spirit of community...
with our thanks.

The
Village of

Kaslo

FIRE PREVENTION WEEK

Eric’s 
Meat 

Market
Doug & Denise & staff want 
to thank the local volunteer 
fire departments for keeping 

our communities safe!

425 Front Street • Kaslo

The Valley Voice wishes to 
acknowledge the dedication of 

our volunteer firefighters!

Kaslo Volunteer Fire Department: Bottom row, L to R: Daryl Dertell, Patrick Guy, malaika Williams, melanie funk. 
Top row, L to R: Dayton Howard, Tim Howard, marc Duchesne, Orion Cooper, Howard Lake, Larry Badry, Bud Garrett, 
Gerry shaw, mike Guttensohn. missing: sarah Brown, sean Burns-Graham, Travis Eidick, Bryan macmillan, Dustan 

Tyers, Zan mautner, Tammy Hill, Heidi steckle, Gillian sanders, Niko Bekker, Kevin smith.

Burton Fire Group: Back row, L to R: Lori Eger, Doug fryer, Beverley Darnell, Rocky Parton. front Row, L to R: Al Ralston, 
Brian Graham, Jerry Botti, Jerome Goodman. missing: Lloyd Detta, Linda Coffin, Russell Bilinski, Laird Bilinski, Cam Greig.
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New Denver, BC
250-358-2445

Glacier 
View 

Service

Walter Popoff

We honour the 
men and women of 
our volunteer fire 

departments

3014 Hwy 6 • Slocan Park, BC
250-226-7212

Congratulations
on a job well done!

from
The Village

of
New Denver
250-358-2316

Thank you 
to our volunteer 

firefighters!
Anderson 

Insurance Ltd.
250-358-2617

New Denver
MAIN ST. • NEW DENVER

Cheers to the 
New Denver 
and Area 
Volunteer Fire 
Department!

Hand-painted Clothing & 
Coffee Shop

salutes the brave men 
& women of our local 

volunteer fire departments

Thank you to 
our  volunteer 

firefighters

You do a 
great job!

Slocan Valley 
Planer Mills

FIRE PREVENTION WEEK

The Valley Voice wishes to 
acknowledge the dedication of 

our volunteer firefighters!

New Denver Volunteer Fire Department: Ric Bardati, Wilf Wilson, Keith macaulay, Deputy Chief Doug fischer, 
Richard friedenberger (since moved), Keith steenhoff, fire Chief Leonard Casley, Joe Trozzo, Nigel Thomas, mitch 
Olsen, Bobb Gordon. missing: Alvie Bouillet, Jamie Grierson, David Hodsall, Patrick Leontowicz, Derek Hicks, Ryan 

Butler, Andrew Wright, Bruce Anderson, Richard Harwood, Brian magnuson, Brent Olsen, Dallan sheets.

Crescent Valley Volunteer Fire Department: Top row, L to R: mark Kooznetsoff, Clayton Roy, Brody Bisset, Kyle Zarchikoff. Bottom 
row, L to R: Graham Jones, frank Kootnikoff, Daniel Piderman, Tyler Niminiken, Glenn Leidloff, Chris Carlson, Odin Lewis, Carl Nord.
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Thanks 
to our 
volunteer 
firefighters!

Halfway between Nelson & Castlegar
Enclosed • Secure • Level • 24/7 access

Multi-sized units • Outdoor storage
1011 Playmor Rd • South Slocan • (250) 359-6888 

SELKIRK PAVING
wishes to 
thank the 

members of 
our local 
volunteer 

fire departments for their 
commitment and dedication!
1056 Playmor • South Slocan• 250-359-7281

Hlookoff Bulldozing 
& Excavating

wishes to thank the men 
& women that volunteer in 
our local fire departments

Crescent Valley • 250-359-7460

We wish to thank 
the members of our 
local volunteer fire 
departments for 
their dedication and 
courage!

KMC KOOTRAC • 359-5033

Our volunteer fire 
departments are the 

backbone of our 
communities! 

Thanks 
everyone.

W e   Y o u
Vol. Firefighters

Thank you to all the 
volunteer firefighters 

for their hard work and 
commitment to making the 

valley safer for all of us

Four Seasons
Greenhouse & Nursery

5531 Slocan River Road • Winlaw, BC

Telephone: 250-226-7254

Volunteer 
Firefighters 
make our 

communities 
better 
places

5722 Hwy 6 • 250-226-7282

Our volunteer fire 
departments are a 
reflection of 
the strength 
of our 
communities
You’re doing a great job

Tamarack Alpine 
Adventures 

would like to thank the 
many members of our 

Valley Fire Departments 
for their selfless service.
Watch for our new retail store 

opening in Nelson in November 
323 Nelson Ave.

FIRE PREVENTION WEEK

SUMMIT PAINTING
Thanks to our

brave local 
firefighters for their 

ongoing commitment!
250-359-7785

Thanks to all 
the Valley 

firefighters!

Ph: 359-7111  Fax: 359-7587
www.playmorpower.com

Playmor Junction Hwy 6 & 3A
1043 Playmor

Thanks the volunteer 
firefighters of our 

local fire departments!

Slocan City, BC • (250) 355-0088
website: www.kootenayfurnace.com

email: kfurnace@netidea.com

Salutes the brave Men 
& Women of our local 

volunteer fire departments!

Passmore Volunteer Fire Department: Back Row, L to R: Lt. Krista Nenn, Grant Harding, Lt. Warren Ludwar, Rob 
Levesque, Cpt. Dave Halliday (seated), Deputy Chief Tracy skead, fire Chief Gord Ihlen. front Row, L to R: Lt. Bill 

Hillary, Lt. Nathan mikkelson, Alex Kinakin, Denise Lemoyne demartigny. missing: Cpt. Craig sapriken, Robert Babic, 
Lance Hall, Peter Kabel, Darren metcalfe, Derek murphy,Nathan Orasuk,Luc Vreys.

Slocan Volunteer Fire Department: L to R: Don steen, mike Winfield, sean Hamilton, John Gates, Tom Krznric, Perry Weir, Cindi Caouette, 
Chris Langton, Kevin marr, Wayne Hockley, Laurie Hill, Tim Hill, Craig Roussain, and Rosco. missing: Rick Bergmann, Dan morton.

Winlaw Volunteer Fire Department: Back row, L to R: James franklin, Joe Desusa, steve Balogh, Jon Wollenberg, 
Ryan Verigan, Andrew morrisini, Wolfgang Teiner. front row, L to R: Rob Bilton, Jason mcVean, steph Whitney, Dean 

Rookie, Peggy frith, mikey senior Rookie, fred Dutoff, and spots.
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Thank you 
Valley Voice
The only newspaper that 

tells us what is going on in 
the Kaslo area. The only 
newspaper that gives us a 

chance to say what we think 
about it, free of charge, in 
Voices from the Valleys.

Paid advertisement by Jane Lynch 
in support of the Valley Voice

Real Estate in Kaslo and 
North Kootenay Lake 
www.century21kaslo.com 
kul@century21kaslo.com 

250-505-4722
Century21 Mountainview Realty Ltd.

Open Mon - Thurs 
6:30 am to 3:00 pm

Fri, Sat, Sun
6:30 am to 8:00 pm

Licensed

Located at the Heart of 
Front Street • 353-2955

“Best Eggs Benedict Ever”
“Mexican, Salads, 

Dinners, Wraps & Stir-Fry

Kemar’s Middle 
East Interiors
• Persian rugs • Home décor

• Jewellery • Gifts

In Kaslo, across from the Mohawk 

250-353-7847

by Jan McMurray
The grand opening of Kaslo’s 

Food Hub on September 22 was so 
well attended that tours of the space 
in the United church basement were 
impossible.

“It was standing room only – we 
were really pleased with the turn-out,” 
said Aimee Watson of North Kootenay 
Lake Community Services (NKLCS), 
which runs the Food Hub.

Kaslo celebrates grand opening of Food Hub 
After the ribbon cutting with Mayor 

Lay and NKLCS Administrator Ramona 
Faust, the crowd gathered on the main 
floor of the church for locally based 
snacks and refreshments, and to hear 
from local farmers and homesteaders, 
followed by discussion.

The Food Hub has been operating 
since early spring, and is open Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday from 10 
am to 1 pm. Everyone is welcome to 

come and pick up vegetables, fruit and 
whole grains for free. This Food for 
Families program is a “non-barrier” food 
cupboard, explained Watson, so there is 
no registration process. The vegetables 
are mostly donated from local people’s 
gardens, and the fruits are seconds from 
the Okanagan, so vegetables and fruits 
will not always be available.

The Food Hub also houses a 
tool library, a food resource library, 
a baby supplies cupboard and a bulk 
buying program. The bulk buying 
program supports local farmers and 
food producers. Watson says the farmer 
sets the price for their goods, and the 

bulk buying program sells them for 25 
cents more per pound. The 25 cents goes 
towards buying food for the Food for 
Families program.

Funding has come from the IHA 
Community Food Action Initiative, 
CBT, and BC Gaming (Ministry of 
Housing and Social Development). 
Currently, Betty Gutierrez of NKLCS 
is doing a feasibility study on setting up 
an enterprising non-profit (ENP) to fund 
the Food Hub. The feasibility study is 
expected to be complete in six months.

“We’re looking at a healthy meal 
service, kind of like Meals on Wheels, 
and a canning service,” said Watson. 

First, they are doing a survey to 
determine if there is demand for these 
services. Next, they will do a business 
plan on the services identified as most 
needed in the survey. “We have to make 
sure there is enough of a business to pay 
for the continued operation of the Food 
Hub,” she said.

The Kaslo Food Hub will be 
celebrating World Food Day on October 
16 at a fundraiser at the Kootenay 
Co-op in Nelson. The Food Hub and 
Salmo’s Food Bank are participating 
in the fundraiser. The co-op will 
match donations up to $500 for each 
organization.

submitted
Kaslo District Community Forest 

Society will be hosting a panel discussion 
on the pros and cons of Sustainable 
Forest Certification.

The society has assembled a well 
rounded panel that represents divergent 
views on the subject, including John 
Cathro, Stan Hadikin (Kalesnikoff), 
Dwight Smith (Hamill Creek), Rod 
Arnold (Meadow Creek Cedar) and a 
representative from the Harrop-Procter 
Community Forest.

Sustainable Forest Certification is 

KDCFS to host panel discussion on Sustainable Forest Certification
the management of forests according 
to the principles of sustainable 
development, with an outside agency 
auditing the organization’s operations 
in relation to a defined set of criteria. 
This evening of information is intended 
to help the society decide whether to 
proceed with this initiative or not. The 
recently adopted Long Term Strategy 
called for this to be decided upon by the 
end of 2010.

Certification can offer many benefits 
but will also demand time, energy 
and can be costly. Is it worth it? How 

would certification affect our logging 
practices? Would it improve the quality 
or marketability of our product? Does the 
society have enough volunteer energy to 
accomplish this goal? Could our energy 
be spent in more productive pursuits? 
Will certification position us well for 
the industry and markets of the future?

Come and ask your own questions 
of the panel. Share your views with the 
board.

The panel discussion will be held at 
the school in Kaslo, Thursday, October 7 
at 7 p.m. Refreshments will be provided.

by Art Joyce
Bulmer’s Development Ltd., the 

developers of the Bulmer’s Pointe 
project, have filed a plan with the 
Minister of Transport for their proposed 
marina in Argenta. The plan calls for 
the marina to be “constructed in front 
of common property shown adjacent 
to strata lot 1,” the northernmost point 
along the shoreline of the development.

Area D Alternate Director Kate 
O’Keefe says Argenta/Johnson’s 
Landing residents had hoped for an 
alternate location, since lot 1 is near the 
community’s public beach. Residents 
had proposed the southernmost location 

Bulmer’s Pointe development in Argenta files marina plan
at Bulmer’s Point but this was rejected 
by the Department of Fisheries and 
Oceans, as was the idea of smaller, 
individual docks for lot owners. Argenta 
postmaster David Herbison says the 
community plan calls for the area near 
lot 1 to be set aside as a public park. 
In his view the northernmost lot isn’t 
an ideal location for a marina, since it 
offers no shelter from the wind from 
either direction. 

To view a copy of the map and 

plan for the marina, visit the Service 
BC office at 310 Ward Street in Nelson. 
Residents wishing to comment on the 
proposed marina have a 30-day period to 
do so, dating from the appearance of the 
advertisement. Only written comments 
will be considered and these should 
be mailed to The Manager, Navigable 
Waters Protection Program, Transport 
Canada, Suite 820, 800 Burrard Street, 
Vancouver, BC V6Z 2J8. No individual 
replies will be sent. 

submitted
Internationally renowned Acadian 

soprano Suzie LeBlanc will be heard in 
recital at St. Andrew’s United Church 
in Kaslo on Thursday, October 21 at 
7:30 pm. 

LeBlanc has established an 
extraordinary career specializing in 
baroque and classical repertoire and 
exploring and recording a substantial 
amount of unpublished material. She 
says of her Kaslo recital, “The program 
is very much focused on the music and 
life of Robert Schumann, whose 200th 
anniversary it is this year. The topics are 
love, marriage and children. In addition 
to the songs I will be reading short 
excerpts of poetry and letters.” Also on 
the program will be a set of Acadian 
songs as well as works by Fauré and 
Strauss.

Following a recent performance, 
the Sydney Morning Herald said, 

Kaslo Concert Society presents...
“LeBlanc has a superb ability to take the 
wonderfully pure sound she can make, 
over which she has consummate control, 
and wrap it in something luscious and 
special before giving it to you.” Suzie 
LeBlanc will be accompanied by pianist 
Robert Kortgaard, who makes his home 
in Toronto and travels the world as a 
soloist and collaborative artist.
Singer/songwriter Sean 
Burns to perform in Kaslo
submitted

Ontario based Sean Burns is a 
singer/songwriter with a real knack for 
a catchy chorus and memorable melody. 
Burns will be bringing his mix of original 
and cover tunes to the Royal Pub in 
Nelson on Thursday, October 7 and the 
Kaslo Hotel October 8. 

With songs that echo the sounds of 
Steve Earle, Blue Rodeo, and Tom Petty, 
and lyrics that embody the caustic wit of 
Tom Waits and Warren Zevon, Burns’ 
music is a personable eclectic variety of 
styles that always seems to find a way to 
go together. While constantly performing 
live and writing music in the tradition 
of the traveling singer/songwriter, Sean 
Burns is a real ‘weapon’ on the stage, 
delivering a unique brand of humour 
with an extensive repertoire of both 
original and cover songs.

Burns has been touring from 
northern Ontario to western Canada 
this year to promote his music.
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HALL LUMBER 
& BUILDING SUPPLIES

Open Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri & Sat 
10 am to 5 pm

PHONE 250-269-0043
Find us at 280 Lower Inonoaklin Rd. 

Edgewood, BC

FOR ALL YOUR 
PROPANE NEEDS

365-9958
1-800-471-5630

Your local bulk dealer & service centre

• Registered Septic System 
designer and installer •
• Ready Mix Concrete • 

• Lock Blocks • Drain Rock • 
• Road Crush • Sand & Gravel • 

• Dump Trucks • Excavator • 
• Crusher • Coloured Concrete • 

• Site Preparation •
Box 1001, Nakusp, BC, V0G 1R0
Ph. 265-4615 • vieirac@telus.net

Installation and maintenance 

call Jim Berrill
(250) 359-5922

JEMS Propane Ltd.

Tradesman Electric
commercial • residential 

new construction • renovations
Reliable friendly service

Free Estimates Call Steve 226-7163

CONsTRuCTION • HOmE • GARDEN 

YOUR VALLEY COMFORT AND BLAZE KING DEALER 
SPECIALIZING IN WOOD/ELECTRIC, WOOD/OIL AND 

WOOD/GAS COMBINATION FURNACES
Certified • Insured

COMPLETE SALES 
SERVICE AND 
INSTALLATION

Slocan City, BC • (250) 355-0088
website: www.kootenayfurnace.com

email: kfurnace@netidea.com

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Crescent Bay 

Construction Ltd.
Eric Waterfield — Septic Planning/Installation

Nakusp, BC • Ph. 250 265-3747 • Fx. 250 265-3431 
• Email cresbay@telus.net

KF PowerVac
Duct Cleaning & Duct Sanitizing

Local: 355-2485 • Toll-free: 1-888-652-0088
email: kfurnace@netidea.com

Peter’s New & Used Windows & More
Sales & Installations

• Energy Efficient Vinyl & Wood Windows •
• Residential Installations & Renovations/Upgrades •

• Wooden & Metal Doors •
Peter Demoskoff • Cell: 250-608-0505

Tel: 250-399-4836 • Fax: 250-399-4831

CONSTRUCTION
FOUNDATIONS • FRAMING
ROOFING • RENOVATIONS

Experienced Professionals
H. & L. MANCIA CONSTRUCTION • PO BOX 97 • 
NAKUSP, BC • V0G 1R0 • PHONE: 250-265-4525

J.C. Roofing Company
For all your roofing needs

Serving the Arrow and Slocan Lakes
16 years of professional installations

WCB • All work fully guaranteed
We also install Soffit and Vinyl Siding

For your free estimate, Call 
Curtis Roe at 250-265-9087

• general contractor 
• new homes & renovations 

• design/build 
HPO licensed/Home Warranty 

Fully insured. 30 yrs.+ exp./ cert. 
carpenters/ foundation to finish/

custom trim/heritage work. 
Call Drew 250- 353-2450.  

0850743 B.C. Ltd. dba Vista Custom Builders

Hardwood Floors Only
Canadian Flooring at Wholesale
Pref. Antique. R Oak or Maple 

3 1/4 x 3/4 – $4.39/sf pallet
 – Bamboo from $3.99 sf – 

Cork  from $4.39/sf at

JUAN’S FLOORING  
1503 Hwy 3A Thrums • Mon - Sat 8:30-5 pm

250-399-6377

EARTHWORM 
YARD CARE

Serving Nakusp & Area
- Lawn Mowing & Trimming
- Yard Maintenance/cleanup

Contact Barry @ (250) 265-9086
Support the Valley 

Voice with a voluntary 
subscription

Only $10-$30 per year 

Jacob Butt, Bergevin 
Electrical Inc.

Please call 
250-358-2479 

or 250-505-6182 
and leave a message

Free Estimates. Certified, 
Licenced, And Insured

Serving New Denver, Nakusp 
and the Slocan Valley

COmPuTER

ken@palmercomputerservices.com

Palmer
Computer 
Services

- Repairs 
- Upgrades 

- Consulting
Microsoft Certified 
Systems EngineerPhone: 355-2235

Nakusp 
Redi-Mix

serving the Kootenays since 1973
DAVID WEATHERHEAD
Box 83, 848 Hwy 6, Nakusp

250-265-4311 (ph)
250-265-3468 (fax)

Indoor Garden 
Supplies

Castlegar
250-304-2911

1730 Hwy 3, Selkirk Spring Building

dan@canadiangardensupply.com

Window Cleaning Services
Commercial 

and
Residential

Call 551-2264

Jim Pownall & Co.
LOG & TIMBER FRAME HOMES

New Denver • BC
250-358-2566

jpownall@telus.net

Uncommon Ground Farm 
& Landscape

Now booking landscape projects for the 
2011 season!

Design & Installation
cell: 250-354-8661 • uncommonground@ 

columbiawireless.ca

Even little ads 
get noticed in the 

Valley Voice

ANNOuNCEMENTS
C O M M U N I T I E S  P U L L I N G 
TOGETHER program encourages 
community groups to become local 
stewards by controlling invasive plants 
at a high priority invasive plant site in 
their area. In recognition of the group’s 
efforts, the Central Kootenay Invasive 
Plant Committee (CKIPC) provides a 
$250 honorarium, as well as gifts and 
refreshments. The CKIPC, with support 
from Columbia Basin Trust, is offering 
the Communities Pulling Together (CPT) 
program in the Spring and Summer of 2011. 
For more information or to pre-book for 
2011, contact Jennifer Vogel at (250) 362-
5624 or assistant@kootenayweeds.com.    
A FREE, INTERACTIVE ‘Youth Pulling 
Together’ invasive plant workshop is being 
offered to schools in School Districts 8, 10 
and 20. This exciting program is designed to 
help teachers educate youth about invasive 
plants in their region. This program has 
been designed to meet many learning 
outcomes, including those from the Life 
Sciences, Physical Sciences, and Earth and 
Space Sciences curricula. Delivered by the 
Central Kootenay Invasive Plant Committee 
(CKIPC), with support from the Columbia 
Basin Trust and the Invasive Plant Council 
of BC/Western Diversification Canada, 

Community Adjustment Fund. For more 
information, contact Jennifer Vogel at (250) 
362-5624 or assistant@kootenayweeds.com. 
SLOCAN VALLEY THREADS GUILD 
Open House, Sun., Oct. 17, 1-3 pm. 
Featuring demonstrations by Threads Guild 
members - spinning, felting, basketry and 
rug hooking.  Plus a wonderful display of 
members’ work. Come and find out about 
classes and winter activities. Location: 7712 
Slocan River Road, next to Hwy 6 and the 
Rail Trail at Perry Siding.
SOUP, SOUP, SOUP. Soup’s back on 
at The Cup and Saucer, Silverton. Hours: 
Mon-Sat 8-4. 250-358-2267.

AuTOMOTIVE
1996 CHRYSLER INTREPID. New 
engine, 35,000 KM, 2 sets of tires, no 
rust, great in winter. $4,500 OBO. 250 - 
358 – 2500.

BuSINESS OPPORTuNITIES
UNEMPLOYED and thinking of starting 
your own business? Community Futures 
offers the Self Employment grant, business 
loans, counselling & training in the Arrow 
& Slocan Lakes area. For more info leave 
a message at 265-3674 ext. 201 or email 
Nakusp@futures.bc.ca.

CALL FOR ENTRIES
GALLERY 378 (378 Baker St., Nelson) 
invites local artists and fine craftspeople 

to submit work for consideration as we 
plan our 21st century-style Christmas 
show, ‘Season of the Long Night,’ to show 
through November and December, 2010. 
Think about LIGHT, warmth, comfort, 
nature, generosity and spiritual grace. The 
emphasis will be on fine craft, sculptures, 
decorative pieces and functional art. All 
work must be original and samples and/or 
proposals must be received at Gallery 378 
on or before October 20, 2010, and work to 
be brought in shortly thereafter. For more 
information, contact Gallery 378 at the 
Craft Connection, 250 352-3006, email 
gallery378@netidea.com or check our web 
page at http://craftconnection.org/forms.
htm and look for the link Art Gallery - artist 
submission information.

CARD OF THANKS
ON BEHALF OF THE NESBITTS, 
we would like to thank the doctors and 
staff of the Pavillion for their kindness 
and care of our mother and grandmother. 
Also for all the kind cards, phone calls and 
thoughtfulness.

Sincerely,
John, Betsy, Nicola and Bobbie

COMING EVENTS
KASLO SATURDAY MARKET, Front 
St. Park 10:00-2:00. Great variety of 
vendors with live music and hands on art 

projects. The place to be on a Saturday. 
250-353-7592.
D O N ’ T  M I S S  C A R O L I N E 
WOODWARD on tour with her new 
novel Penny Loves Wade, Wade Loves 
Penny (Oolichan Books). Nakusp Library & 
Meritxell Books, Oct. 12, 7 pm; Bosun Hall, 
New Denver & Raven’s Nest, Oct.13, 7:30 
pm; Vallican Whole, Vallican & Jenny’s 
Book Garden, Oct. 14, 7 pm; Oxygen Arts 
Centre & Nelson Library & Otter Books, 
Oct. 15, 7:30 pm.
DROP-IN CLAY CLASSES start up 
on October 4. Every Monday, 1:30-4:30 
pm. No experience necessary. Everyone 
welcome. Show up or phone 358-2689. 
New Denver.
T H E  S L O C A N  V A L L E Y 
COMMUNITY BAND invites you to 
join us for our 28th season! We will be 
rehearsing on Thursday evenings at the 
WE Graham Band room in Slocan starting 
on October 7, 2010. This is a wonderful 
chance to: 1) get out of the house, 2) stretch 
your brain, 3) breathe deeply, 4) share a 
few laughs and 5) forget about the rest of 
the world for a while. Members come from 
thoughout the Valley as well as Glade and 
South Slocan so car-pooling is available. 
Contact Jill Faulks at 250 358-2463 or Gail 
Elder at 250 355-2459.

HALLOWEEN DANCE IN SLOCAN 
CITY: Sat., Oct. 30, 9:00 pm. Band: 
NO EXCUSE. Tickets $15 at Mountain 
Valley Station & Slocan Village Market 
or phone 250-355-2672 to reserve. Prizes 
for costumes. Food available. No minors 
allowed.
SLOCAN CITY CHRISTMAS IN THE 
VALLEY CRAFT FAIRE: Sun., Nov. 21, 
10 am-3 pm in the Legion Hall. VENDORS 
BOOK NOW! Phone 250-355-2672 or 
email cbarclay@telus.net for application. 
Everyone welcome!
PRACTICES FOR LIVING DEEPLY: 
OCTOBER 15-17. Therese DesCamp 
(writer, Christian minister) and Kay Costley-
White (retired palliative care physician, 
Buddhist meditator) introduce and discuss 
practices to deepen the experience of 
inspired living. Days 1 & 2: What living 
deeply means for each participant; learning 
& integrating new practices. Day 3: In-depth 
meditation. JOIN US FOR ALL THREE 
DAYS, DAYS 1 & 2 ONLY, or DAY 3 
ONLY. $25 per day (drinks, snack, lunch); 
dana (donation) to teachers. FRIDAY 10- 5, 
SATURDAY 9 -4, SUNDAY 9 -4. Heart’s 
Rest Retreat Centre, 6912 Hwy. 6, New 
Denver. Reservations by October 12, please! 
descamp@heartsrest.com (358-7904) or 
kaycostley-white@netidea.com (358-7791).
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Legendary Meats 
Custom Cutting & Sausage 

Making, Curing & Smoking of 
Bacons & Hams

Mobile BBQ Services & Hog 
Roaster Rentals

• Christmas Tree Sales •
www.legendarymeats.ca
Phone/Fax: 250-226-7803
2826 Hwy 6 • Slocan Park

mEAT CuTTING

Ann’s Natural Foods
Ann Bunka

- 358-2552 -
805 Kildare St., New Denver

Slocan Village Market
Groceries, fresh produce, fresh meat, 

Agency Liquor, organic foods, 
in-store deli, in-store bakery.

Open 7 days/week, 9 am - 8 pm
Slocan, BC • ph:355-2211 • fax: 355-2216

NEW DENVER  
358-2443 358-7292

Your Local Grocer

SILVERTON

REsTAuRANT/WINE & BEER

   SuMMER HOuRS
      7 AM - 10 PM

QUALITY PIZZA anytime!
265-4880
Air Conditioned

93-5th Ave. Nakusp
Non-Smoking

laceNick’s
P

Seven Days a Week!

Lemon Creek 
Lodge & Campground

Year-round facility
Licensed Restaurant
Open Thurs - Sun

5 PM - 8 PM
Reservations: 1-877-970-8090

The Apple Tree 
Sandwich Shop

Soup, Sandwiches & Desserts
358-2691

Mon. - Fri. 7 A.M. - 4 P.M.
Sat. 11 A.M. - 4 P.M.

 GROCERy • HEALTH fOOD

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

¶

• Health Products, healing sessions
• New Age cards & books
• Sensual products

320 BROADWAy ST. NAKuSP  265-3188

Health Centre

¶¶ ¶¶¶

Re-Awakening

CLASSIFIED ADS

www.jonesboysboats.com
Ainsworth, British Columbia

4080 Hwy 31 N
Call: 1-877-552-6287

(250) 353-2550 fax (250) 353-2911

HARBERCRAFT

PAuLA CONRAD
HOME: (250) 358-2707

SelKirK realty
265-3635

Free Consultation

E-mail: paulaconrad@royallepage.ca
Website: www.royallepage.ca/selkirkrealty

HuB INTERNATIONAL 
BARTON 

INSuRANCE 
BROKERS

For all your 
INSuRANCE 

needs
265-3631

1-800-665-6010

RECREATION

PROfEssIONAL sERVICEs

 Passmore
 Laboratory Ltd.
Water Testing • Flow Measurements
CAEAL certified to test drinking water
We’re in the Valley at: 1-250-226-7339
Jennifer & Tony Yeow passlab@xplornet.com

Colour/B&W Laser Printing/Copying • Digital Photography
Word processing • Scanning • Faxing • Binding • Laminating
CUSTOM CARDS • BROCHURES • CALENDARS • NEWSLETTERS

The best selection of photo cards of local views anywhere
1007 Josephine St. (Box 298), New Denver

Ph. 358-2435     essay@direct.ca     Fax 358-2607

Ph: 359-7111  Fax: 359-7587
www.playmorpower.com

Playmor Junction Hwy 6 & 3A
1043 Playmor

THE RIDE SAYS IT ALL

CLOTHING

The Clothes Hanger

Men’s & Ladies Clothing

441 Front St • Kaslo • 250-353-9688

Natural Food Store

422 Front Street • Kaslo, BC
1-250-353-2594

Silverton, BC
Monday	-	Saturday	8:00-4:00

Soup, Stews, 
Meat Pies, Treats 
and Great Coffee

358-2267

The Cup 
and 

Saucer Café

OffICE suPPLIEs
Office, Art, Musician, Supplies & Service 

indelible ink
wed - sat from 10 - 2:00, earlier or 

later by telephone request
317-A Lake Ave. (Hwy 6) Silverton

phone: 250.358.7121, email: indelible.ink@live.ca
online catalogues: http://indelible-ink.spaces.live.com

Even little ads 
get noticed in the 

Valley Voice

FALL HOURS
FRI SAT SUN 5-9 PM

Paul Merrifield
• Book-keeper •
250-358-6806 work
778-867-2447 cell

pauljmerrifield@gmail.com

This space could be yours for 
$10.00 + GST per issue.
Call 358-7218 or email: 

valleyvoice@netidea.com
for details

Feeling guilty about getting 
the Valley Voice for free?

Take advantage of our 
voluntary subscription 
program to support our 
efforts. It’s a guilt-free 

indulgence!!!

This space could be yours for 
$10.00 + GST per issue.
Call 358-7218 or email: 

valleyvoice@netidea.com
for details

HIDDEN GARDEN GALLERY 
UPDATE: Do attend Caroline Woodward’s 
book launch on Oct. 13 but don’t forget 
Mark Jeffrey’s talk on the ‘Evolution of 
Storytelling’ at Knox Hall on Thursday, 
October 14 at 7:00. Admission by donation.
HEALTHY HOUSING SOCIETY AGM 
– November 10, Lucerne School, Room 121 
at 7 pm. Everyone welcome!
KOOTENAY DANCEBEAT SOCIETY 
first dance Oct. 16 at the Junction Church 
7:30-10:15 pm. $5 members and $8 non 
members. Everyone welcome. No alcohol 
please. Check out www.dancingbeat.org 
for details.
THE LANGHAM COMMUNITY 
GALLERY presents, Goddess Quest. 
Sculptures by Elly Scheepens and 
photography by Virginia Boyd. Show runs 
until Oct. 31.
AUTHOR ANNE DEGRACE will read 
from Treading Water, the One Book One 
Kootenay choice, at Nakusp Public Library 
on Thursday, October 21 at 7 pm. Free. 
All invited.
READINGS BY THE WONDERFUL 
CAROLINE WOODWARD from her 
new book at the Nakusp Public Library on 
Tues., Oct. 12 at 7 pm and at the Bosun Hall 
on Wed., Oct. 13 at 7:30.

ROB RILEY CELEBRATION OF LIFE 
– October 9. We will meet at the Sandon 
Cemetery at 3:30 pm, then gather for a 
potluck at Bosun Hall at 5 pm. Bring your 
stories of Rob and musical instruments.
SLOCAN LAKE STEWARDSHIP 
SOCIETY will be holding its third AGM 
on November 7 at 3 pm at Knox Hall. 
There will be a guest speaker – Jen Vogel 
from Central Kootenay Invasive Plant 
Committee. Her topic: invasive aquatic and 
wetland plants.
KOHAN GARDEN FALL CLEANUP 
PARTY – Sunday, October 17, 10 am. 
Delicious Soup du Jar and hot beverages 
provided. Bring your bowl, spoon, lunch 
and rakes, leaf bags, pruners, etc. All hands 
welcome.
!EXCITING NEWS! The Slocan Valley 
Community Arts Council is holding their 
Annual General Meeting on October 19 
at 7pm at the Vallican Heritage Hall 
(little red school house on the Valican 
back road…signs will be posted. Join us! 
Lois Lawrence and Natasha Smith will be 
giving a short talk regarding new initiatives 
in the Art Starts Programs happening in our 
community schools. We will be reviewing 
our last year’s achievements and voting 
in a new board. This is your chance to get 
involved with our Valley’s amazing Arts 
Community. Check out our new Website: 

slocanvalleyarts.ca, receive our emails, 
become a supporting member, or join the 
board. If you have any questions email 
svcarts@gmail.com.
EGYPTIAN BELLYDANCE CLASSES 
WITH ZAHIRA! Starts Wed., Oct. 13 at 
Vallican Whole Community Centre (7-
8:30 pm), Thursdays in Kaslo, Tuesdays 
in Nelson. 250-353-7117.
R O S E B E R Y  P A R K L A N D S 
DEVELOPMENT SOCIETY will hold 
its AGM on Sunday, October 24 at 12 noon 
at Silverton Gallery. Memberships will be 
available prior to the meeting.

FOR RENT
55+ RENTAL HOUSING - Nakusp BC. 
New Building Rotary Villa, one suite 
left, one bedroom. Pets welcome. www.
arrowtarian.com, 250-265-3370 (9:00am-
12:00pm) arrowtarian@nakusp.net.
SLOCAN VALLEY NEAR WINLAW, 
Newer Cottage, 2 Beds, loft, suitable 2 
people, secure, sunny valley views. $795. 
250-226-0034.
SLOCAN MOTEL APARTMENTS. 
Fully furnished suites from $500/month. 
Utilities included. On bus route. Central 
tranquil location. 250-355-2250.
HOUSE FOR RENT IN FAUQUIER. 3 
to 4 bedroom, lake view, fenced yard. Pets 
okay. Phone 250-265-0222.

AVAILABLE NOVEMBER 1. Downtown 
Nakusp. Small 3-bdr home. References 
required. 250-265-4048.
2 BDRM EXEC HOUSE, Burton, newly 
renovated, $650+utils, no smoking/pets, 
available Oct, refs req’d. 604-946-1972, 
davega99@gmail.com.

FOR SALE
14’ ALUMINUM BOAT with trailer 
– asking price $1200 obo (no kicker). 
Camper trailer, sleeps 4, new brakes put in. 
Asking $1100 obo. Greenhouse 25’ x 40’, 
winterized with balloon roof, with wooden 
tables, asking $4500 obo. 1982 Ford Temp, 
221,000 km, front wheel drive, 4-door, $700 
obo. 1964 Dodge one-ton w/ plow on truck, 
$1800 obo; 1974 Dodge plow truck w/o 
plow, $500. Wine press & fruit grinder, 4 
45-gallon drums, 11 5-gallon carboys, 2 
10-gallon carboys. Priced for quick sale - 
owner moving. 250-265-4914.
FIREWOOD – dry birch, split and 
delivered (Nakusp) 250-265-4048.

FOuND
GOLD WEDDING BAND found in 
Slocan River. Call to claim. 250-226-6822.

GARAGE SALES
MOVING SALE, Rain or shine. October 
9, 10, 16 and 17. 11 am-4 pm. 734 
Billings, Nakusp. Cars, trucks, greenhouse, 
household items. 265-4914.

HEALTH
YOGA AT THE DOMES - Restore your 
body, mind and spirit. Monday & Saturday 
mornings 9-10:30 am Flow; Thursday 
afternoons - 3:30-5:00 pm Restorative Flow.

HELP WANTED
SPECTRUM DOMESTIC SERVICES, a 
West Kootenays private Home Support and 
Domestic Services provider, is recruiting 
mature individuals with life experience 
to work as Home Support Caregivers 
including the areas of Fauquier and Burton. 
Resident Care Aide Certified an asset but 
training is available. Please forward resume 
to: Spectrum Domestic Services, Attn: 
Barbara, Box 667, Nakusp, BC  V0G 1R0 or 
fax 250-265-3842. No phone calls, please.
DOG SITTER WANTED to look after two 
Bassett Hounds from 9-3 three days a week. 
Call Shay at 250-358-2445.
TRAFFIC CONTROL PEOPLE 
NEEDED for Kaslo, New Denver, 
Silverton, Nakusp, Edgewood areas. Must 
have valid traffic control ticket, driver’s 
licence and own vehicle. Contact Kim at 
250-265-3850.

MEMORIAL SERVICE
ROB RILEY CELEBRATION OF LIFE 
– October 9. We will meet at the Sandon 
Cemetery at 3:30 pm, then gather for a 
potluck at Bosun Hall at 5 pm. Bring your 
stories of Rob and musical instruments.

Personal Classifieds start at $8.00
Call 250-358-7218 for details
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Wine & Beer Making Kits 
to satisfy all budgets!

Winlaw Brew-Op

5972 Cedar Creek Road, Winlaw • 226-7328

Take-Home Kits, or Brew it with us!
Open 11:00 to 6:00 Tues. to Sat.

Specialty Coffees, Teas, 
U-Brews and Kits for Home
                    • Open Every DayNAKuSP  265-4701

3 5 8 - 7 7 6 9

A v A ’ s 
H a i r  s t u d i o

Far right entrance of the Wild Rose Restaurant in Rosebery

NOW OPEN

Slocan Auto &
Truck Repairs

24 hour towing 
BCAA, Slocan, BC  

355-2632

111 Mcdonald Drive, Nelson, BC
ph 250-352-3191

sales@mainjet.ca • www.mainjet.ca

NAKUSP GLASS
201 Broadway

265-3252
The clear choice for 
all your glass needs!

SALES & SERVICE
98 - 1st Street, Nakusp • 265-4911

OPEN TUES - SAT
CHAINSAWS
• Stihl
• Husqvarna
MOWERS
• Husqvarna
• Toro • Snapper
• Lawnboy

TRIMMERS
• Stihl
• Husqvarna
SMALL ENGINES
• Tecumseh 
• Honda
• Briggs & Stratton

AuTOmOTIVE • smALL mOTORs • mACHINE sHOP
Caribou Service
(250) 265-3191

5549 Frontage Road
Burton, BC

24 Hr Towing and Recovery
Auto Repairs & Tires

Auto Parts

24 HOuR TOWING
1007 HWy 23, NAKuSP

PH: 265-4577

• welding repairs • full service 
& repair • licenced technician • 

radiator repairs & service • mobile 
service available • fast, friendly 

and

INDUSTRIES
Your Friendly neighbourhood Mechanic

•Automotive Electrical Specialist  •BC Certified Mechanic
• Certified Vehicle Inspector  •Small Engine Certified

(250) 353-2800 • 8845 Hwy 31 • Kaslo

MOUNTAIN VALLEY STATION
BOTTLE DEPOT

Slocan City • 355-2245
Open MON - SAT  9-5

Your “Bottle Drive” Specialists

RECyCLINGJEWELRy

Nakusp   265-4406

BCAA Towing

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Nakusp Taxi
250-265-8222

Pick up and Delivery
Let us get it for you

• Auto parts • Groceries
• Pharmacy • Cigarettes
• Take out food

Just let your local business know your needs 
and we will deliver them to you.

Alcoholic beverages until 11:00 pm

HAIR

Susan L. Yurychuk • 250-358-6804
By Appointment Only • New Denver

myofascial release • deep tissue massage • relaxation massage

DAY SPA

Stone Massage • Deep Tissue  
Salt Glows • Mud Wraps & More

Wholistic Midwife
Lana Knoll 
250-353-2213
maramamidwife@yahoo.ca

Honouring natural childbirth through 
nourishing body, mind and spirit, and 
by embracing family and community.

Hand & Soul Healing Centre
Chiropractor, Larry Zaleski, D.C.

Mondays & Fridays - Silverton
Every other Wednesday in Winlaw or Nakusp

Counsellor/Healing Facilitator
Sue Mistretta, M.A., CCC.

358-2177 Silverton & Winlaw

MASSAGE THERAPIES
Myofascial, Swedish, Lymphatic, Joint Play, Craniosacral, 

Visceral, Somatoemotion, Chakras, Nutrition etc.
MTA rates (Low income consideration)

also MSP, WCB, ICBC & care plans
Garth R. Hunter, R.M.T.

Slocan Health Clinic - Thursdays
250-358-2364 • Mobile & Office

FULL SPECTRUM HEALTH
• Deep Tissue Massage

• Nutritional Consultation
• Reiki

     Sliding Scale - Mobile Service
Daniel Thorpe  250-358-6808

HEALTH • WELL BEING • fITNEss

COLES RENTALS
HEATERS (PROPANE & ELECTRIC)

PLATE TAMPERS, JUMPING JACKS, REBAR BENDER 
JACKHAMMERS, HAMMER DRILLS, CONCRETE 

MIXERS, CONCRETE SAWS, TILECUTTERS, 
BLOCKCUTTERS, SCAFFOLDING, FLOOR SANDERS, 
NAILERS - ALL TYPES, LM ROTARY LAZER TRANSIT, 

GENERATORS, WATER PUMPS, COMPRESSORS, 
INSULATED TARPS, PRESSURE WASHERS, ROTO 

TILLER, LAWN COMBER, AERATOR, PROPERTY PIN 
LOCATOR, CHIPPER/SHREDDER, GAS POST HOLE 

DIGGER, WOODSPLITTER, CONCRETE FLOOR 
GRINDER ...AND MUCH MORE!

PHONE 358-2632
1-888-358-2632

EQuIPmENT RENTAL

BAKERy
Sappho’s Bakery
Rear, 309 Kildare St. New Denver
Open Tues-Sat. Closed Sun-Mon.
Pizza,  Fresh Bread Daily
358-2119

your ad could be here for 
only $10.00 + HST per edition
Contact us at valleyvoice@
netidea.com for details, or 

call 250-358-7218

BREWING
your ad could 

be here for only 
$18.50 + HST 

per edition

Contact us at valleyvoice@
netidea.com for details, or 

call 250-358-7218

Jo’s Jewelry
Custom work and repair in 

silver and Gold, by appointment

358-2134
new denver, Goldsmith Jo-anne barClay

Spectrum Domestic Services
• Full Spectrum of Home Support Services  

• Downsizing • Life Skills Training 
• Advocacy

and so much more!!!

250-265-3842
Serving the West Kootenays

NOTICES
FOR INFORMATION ON AA OR 
ALANON MEETINGS contact in New 
Denver: 358-7904 or 358-7158; Nakusp 
265-4924; Kaslo 353-2658; Slocan 355-
2805; South Slocan 226-7705.
100 MILE GIVING! Visiting for the 
holidays? Live here all year? Want 
to support local people helping local 
communities? North Kootenay Lake 
Community Services in Kaslo hosts 24 
programs from counselling and children’s 
programs to food security from Ainsworth, 
East Shore to Johnson’s Landing. Check us 
out at www.nklcss.org and hit Donate Now! 
for a charitable tax receipt on gifts over $10. 
Ph: 250-353-7691.

REAL ESTATE

69.86 ACRES - older growth forest with 
public road access & services. Silverton 
area - $375,000. Contact Larry Laing, 
Landquest Realty Corp., 250-513-2733.

SLOCAN VALLEy RECREATION
P R O - D  D AY B A B Y S I T T E R 
TRAINING - Fri., Oct. 15 & 22, Slocan 
Park Hall.
SAFE AT HOME AGES 10+ - Fri., Oct. 
22, Slocan Park Hall.
FANTASY MASKS -With Tim Farrugia. 
Fri., Oct. 15 & 22, Crescent Valley Hall.
FALL SWIM LESSONS FOR KIDS - 
At the Castlegar Pool begin November 2.
MAKING RUSTIC SOURDOUGH 
TARTS - Thurs., Oct. 14, Mt. Sentinel 
School.
AUTUMN FIRE YOGA WORKSHOP 
- With Eliza Gooderham, Sat., Oct. 16, 
Slocan Park Hall.
FALL COLOURS BIKE RIDE - Along 
the Slocan Valley Rail Trail. Sun., Oct. 
17. Meet at Lemon Creek trailhead.
UNDERSTANDING MEDIA - With 
Colin Payne. Begins Oct. 20 at Mt. 
Sentinel School.
FITNESS CLASSES AT BRENT 
KENNEDY SCHOOL - Crossfit 
-  Mondays;  Interval  Training - 
Wednesdays. 6:30 to 7:30 pm.

226-0008

SERVICES
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL 
SEPTIC TANK CLEANING: “Serving 
the Valley” 7 days/wk, 24-hr. All-Around 
Septic Services, Don Brown (250) 354-
3644, emergency 352-5676.
ROGAN ELECTRIC  Residential, 
commercial, industrial wiring. Local 
references available. All work guaranteed. 
“We get the job done.” 353-9638.

OBITuARIES
NESBITT, BETSY MINNIE SHIELL 
(1911-2010) - We are sorry to say that Betsy 
passed away September 22 at the Interior 
Health Centre. Betsy was born in Needles, 
BC on June 14, 1911 to Robert and Minnie 
Shiell. She was educated in Needles, 
Hedley and Vernon. After school she went 
to Kamloops, where she took up nursing 
at the Royal Inland Hospital. Through her 
career she worked in different places in BC. 
She married John in 1947 and they resided 
in Silverton. John pre-deceased Betsy in 
1985. Betsy leaves two children – one son, 
John (Bobbie) and one daughter, Betsy. She 
had one granddaughter, Nicola, and two 
great grandchildren, Chad and McKenna 
of Vernon. No service by request.

KURI TAKENAKA - January 25, 
1912-September 20, 2010

Kuri passed away peacefully in her home 
town of New Denver, British Columbia at 
the age of 98 years. Kuri will be lovingly 
remembered by her sons Tamo (Jolene) 
and Mamo (Gayle), her grandchildren 
Lisa (Blair),  Shana (Stuart),  Kim 
(Grant), Melanie and Pam and her great 
grandchildren Kyle, Leah, Ryan, Kurtis, 

CLASSIFIED ADS
Evan and Alyssa along with countless 
other friends and family whom were 
blessed to know her. Kuri is predeceased 
by her devoted husband Nisaburo and her 
caring son Jun. Kuri was a hard-working 
successful entrepreneur, owning her own 
barber shop in New Denver for decades. 
In her retirement, Kuri loved tending to her 
garden of fresh vegetables and fruit. Kuri 
enjoyed writing haiku and her door was 
always open to visitors. A memorial service 
was held on Saturday October 2, 2010, at 
2:00 pm at the Silverton United Church, 
Silverton, BC. If so desired, memorial 
donations may be made to the Slocan 
Community Hospital, 401 Galena Avenue, 
Box 129, New Denver, BC, V0G 1S0.

Next Valley Voice
 Deadline:

Oct. 15, 2010
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WESTFORM 
METAL ROOFING

SPECIAL • SPECIAL • SPECIAL   
 DURACLAD  36” COVERAGE
 COLOURED…………$.95 / SQ FT
 GALV/GALVALUME…$.80 / SQ FT

TWO WEEKS  ONLY  – OCT   11TH- 23RD

PLEASE ALLOW 1-2 WEEKS DEL.

Arrow & Slocan Lakes Community Services

Employment Opportunity
Casual Home Support Workers

required for the New Denver/Slocan Area
Qualifications & Requirements: Home Support Certificate

UFCW Wage Rate
To apply: Please contact Anne Miskulin at 250-265-3674, 

Extension 213

WANTED 
TO BUY: 

CEDAR AND 
PINE POLES
John Shantz

• 250-308-7941 (cell)

Please contact: Gorman 
Brothers Lumber Ltd.

250-547-9296

by Jan McMurray
New Denver’s StrongStart program 

at Lucerne School is in its third year of 
providing a free, drop-in program for 
children aged birth to five with their 

New Denver’s children and parents benefit from StrongStart 
parents or caregivers.

The program is held in the 
preschool/StrongStart room at Lucerne 
School Mondays and Fridays, 9 am-
noon; Tuesdays and Thursdays, 2-5 pm; 

and Wednesdays, 5-8 pm.
The Wednesday evening session 

is held in the school gym, and there 
is gym time during the Friday session 
as well. Early Childhood Educator 

Charlene Alexander says they do large 
motor activities in the gym, and she 
gives the adults handouts with ideas on 
things children can play with at home to 
develop large motor skills. “Gym time 
is always a big hit,” says Alexander. 
“We make obstacle courses with large, 
soft blocks of different shapes. We 
play with balls, the rocking boat, the 
parachute. We have little stilts and 
dancing ribbons. We play Hide and 
Seek, and What time is it Mr Wolf.”

On the other days, Alexander does 
all kinds of activities with the children 
and adults, such as art, circle time, 
songs, stories, finger puppet plays, 
science and cooking, and free play 
at different centres set up around the 
room. “I create an environment so that 
parents are exploring and learning with 
their children through play,” she says.

There is also a parenting library 
with books, DVDs and CDs. Alexander 
has a selection of the materials on a 
shelf outside the classroom, and more 
can be found in the school library. There 
is a large selection of board books, 

suitable for parents to share with babies.
Community service providers 

come in as well to do screening for 
vision and speech and language. The 
Kootenay Family Place out of Nelson 
brings the ‘ages in stages’ program, 
which helps parents to know where 
their children are developmentally. A 
representative from the West Kootenay 
Infant Development Program will be 
coming in to do infant massage at the 
end of November.

“If parents can’t make it, caregivers 
can come with the kids. We have 
grandparents who come, and fathers, 
and they really enjoy working with the 
kids,” says Alexander.

New Denver offers several 
programs for infants and preschoolers, 
and Alexander says that together, they 
give children a “strong start – Mother 
Goose, Ready, Set, Learn, StrongStart 
and the preschool programs in New 
Denver dovetail nicely together.” There 
is also contact with the Kindergarten 
teacher and classroom for preschoolers 
as they get closer to school age.

submitted
The last Food for Thought 

lecture in this Hidden Garden 
Gallery sponsored series will 
feature Proffessor Mark Jeffreys – a 
University of Utah anthropologist 
–  present ing The  Evolut ion 
of Storytelling at Knox Hall on 
Thursday, October 14 at 7 pm.

“Storytelling is universal among 
cultures and unique to humans as 
a species,” Jeffreys says. “We tell 
stories in myriad ways, but we are all 
compelled to tell and to pay attention 
to stories, although we rarely think 
about how deeply natural and deeply 
surprising storytelling is. Why do 
humans tell stories? Why do we 
attend to them?” 

The evolution of storytelling can 
be considered in two senses: first, as 
the evolution of our species to be a 
storytelling, story-hungry species; 

Food for Thought series finale presents The Evolution of Storytelling
and second, as the evolution of the 
ways we tell stories and hence of the 
stories themselves. The goal of the 
talk is to turn our attention toward the 
importance of stories in all our lives 
and ask what, exactly, storytelling 
does for us. All are welcome to this 
talk and admission is by donation.

submitted
The New Denver Silverton Lake 

Trail Society (NDSL Trail Society) is 
having their first official fundraiser, a 
potluck and party, Saturday October 9 
at the Kootenay Shire, 1649 Highway 
31A. The NDSL Trail Society is a 
newly formed group with the mission 
of creating a walking biking trail to 
connect New Denver and Silverton.  

“A trail connecting the two 
communities is well overdue and 
will be a safe alternate route to the 
now dangerous stretch of highway,” 
says society member Caitlin Perry.  

The party will have something 
for everyone, starting with games 
at 3 pm, including egg on a spoon, 
three-legged, wheelbarrow, sack and 
water races for the young and the 
young at heart. Then there will be 
a potluck feast at 5 pm followed by 

New Denver Silverton Lake Trail Society to hold fundraiser 
performances including belly dancing 
as well as live music and bon fire 
and lots of dancing. Entrance is by a 
sliding scale donation of $7-25.  There 
will also be a silent auction with lots 
of local art, chimney sweep services 
and door prizes.   

The NDSL Trail Society’s first 
official community meeting on 
September 18 was well attended 
with about 27 people, many of whom 
offered to volunteer their skills to 
help with fundraising, organizing, 
and the physical building of the trail. 
Stewart Spooner, trails manager for 
the Kootenay Columbia Trail Society 
in Rossland was present and will be 
available to complete a feasibility 
study for the trail. The study will 
determine the best route and the cost 
of the trail and is necessary for larger 
funders like Columbia Basin Trust. 

Both New Denver and Silverton 
Village councils are supportive of the 
creation of a trail and have provided 
the society with letters of support.

 “The NDSL Trail Society is 
determined to connect our two 
communities, New Denver and 
Silverton, with a trail and is happy to 
have so much support from everyone,” 
says Perry. 

For more information on how to 
get involved or donate, contact the 
society at ndsltrailsociety@gmail.com 
or Caitlin at 250-358-7107.  

by Art Joyce
The Silverton Gallery has had one 

of its busiest summers ever, thanks 
to an eclectic program of exhibitions, 
concerts, and workshops. But as with all 
small town amenities, it doesn’t happen 
without plenty of volunteer help.

The gallery will be holding its AGM 
Sunday, October 17, 2 pm and is seeking 
volunteers. The meeting will be followed 
by an unveiling of art by the late Lorna 
Obermayr to be added to the gallery’s 
private collection. A buffet dinner and 
Obermayr’s favourite beverage will be 
served, admission by donation. “It’s 
the first year for the past six years that 
there’s been constant programming,” 
says gallery president Michael Dorsey. 

The gallery board is working on a 
program of fall activities, with jazz singer 
Jackée Guillou set to perform October 10 
with her quartet. Guillou is the Galaxie 
Rising Star Award winner from the 2009 
Vancouver International Jazz Festival. 
She’s embarking on her first tour of 
BC with Seattle-based pianist Victor 
Noriega, Albuquerque-based drummer 
Julian MacDonough and Vancouver-

Silverton Gallery to feature jazz singer Jackee Guillou 
based bassist Michael Rush. 

Guillou is making her mark as one 
of Canada’s most original and exciting 
jazz vocalists. With previous credits 
under her belt as an actor/singer/dancer 
working with such companies like the 
Arts Club Theatre of Vancouver, Guillou 
has reinvented herself as a stunning jazz 
vocalist and composer. On this tour she 
will be performing her most requested 
material, songs from her latest CD, Live 
at The Firehall Centre For The Arts, and 
covers of Canadian singer/songwriter 
inspirations Joni Mitchell, Ron Sexsmith 
and Rufus Wainwright. 

As a means of generat ing 
enthusiasm for the gallery, the board 
has decided to combine its AGM with 
a special tribute to artist and educator 
Obermayr, who passed away in 2008. 
Richard Burton will provide his usual 
elegant piano stylings to help set the 
mood. The tribute, The Life and Art 
of Lorna Obermayr, celebrates the 
broad spectrum of her achievements 
as an artist in papermaking, painting, 
and mixed media. The board has been 
negotiating with her son Eric Obermayr 

to obtain another of her works to add to 
the gallery’s permanent collection. With 
the recent arts funding cuts, the purchase 
is being funded by private donations. 
The gallery welcomes contributions 
both for the art collection and ongoing 
operating expenses. The tribute event 
is jointly sponsored by the Kootenay 
Savings Credit Union and the Slocan 
Lake Gallery Society.

The gallery is seeking to fill several 
vacant board positions. In order to 
continue the momentum of a successful 
year, volunteers are needed in several 
areas: a volunteer coordinator to organize 
help for events; grant writer with 
experience to obtain funding from the 
CBT, CKCA, etc.; a recording secretary 
to attend one meeting per month and 
record minutes; and general volunteers 
to help with event preparation and 
clean-up, staff the refreshments table, do 
general maintenance, etc. Membership 
forms will be available at the door for 
both events. 

This year the gallery has seen much 
needed improvements to the lighting in 
the performance space.
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by Art Joyce
Reports have been coming in from 

north Slocan Valley gardeners of a blight 
attacking their tomato and potato plants. 
According to the Ministry of Agriculture, 
the disease is informally known as ‘late 
blight’ and is the same pathogen that was 
responsible for the infamous Irish potato 
famine of the 1840s.

Late blight, or Phytophthora 
infestans, is not a fungus, bacterium or a 
virus. It belongs to a group of organisms 
called ‘protists,’ commonly referred to 
as fungi. They are also called ‘water 
moulds’ because they thrive and produce 
spores under humid, moist environment 
and cause infection only when free water 

North Slocan Valley gardeners report tomato blight
is present on the plants. It manifests as a 
browning of leaves and stems, often right 
to the base of the plants. In the case of 
tomatoes, still-green fruit shows signs of 
a white sporangia or mould and brown 
areas that cause the fruit to rot before it 
can ripen. These sporangia can travel 
up to 20 kilometres in wind or wind-
blown rain. Rain-spread sporangia can 
cause infection even in a garden where 
tomatoes or potatoes have not been 
grown before. It can also move in ground 
water, runoff or in watering splash from 
plant to plant in the garden.

Although late blight more often 
occurs in wetter climates like BC’s West 
Coast, with a different strain known as 

‘early blight’ more typically occurring 
in the Interior, this trend is changing. 
New and highly aggressive strains of 
late blight have appeared across North 
America, with one strain that affects 
both tomatoes and potatoes. Another 
strain affects only potatoes. This year’s 
unusually wet and cool weather in the 
Interior has exacerbated the problem. 
Plants in sunnier, drier locations may 
not be as easily infected, depending on 
wind currents. 

“A lot of moisture and early morning 
dew can accelerate the process,” says 
provincial plant pathologist Siva 
Sabaratnam. “I’d say the next year will 
still be risky to plant again where the 

blight occurred.” 
Fortunately we’re not dependent 

on a single food crop as the Irish were 
160 years ago, but gardeners need to 
know what to do to avoid unwittingly 
spreading the disease. Home composters 
typically won’t properly deal with 
the problem of the spores spreading. 
Burying the infected plant material at 
least a metre deep is one solution. But 
for many the simpler solution will be to 
bag the infected plants and have them 
taken to the landfill or have them burned. 
Garden utensils and shoes should be 
disinfected with a mild bleach solution 
to avoid transferring the spores from one 
part of the garden to another. 

Remove the upper layer of soil if 
possible, or simply avoid using that patch 
of garden for tomatoes or potatoes for 
at least a year after the initial outbreak. 
Since these plants are typically sensitive 
to water damage, using a drip irrigation 
system is advised. Weeds from the 
nightshade family should be destroyed, 
as they are potential hosts for blight. 
‘Volunteer’ tomatoes and potatoes 
should also be pulled up for the same 
reason. 

For more information visit the 
Ministry of Agriculture website at www.
al.gov.bc.ca/cropprot/lateblight.htm or 
www.al.gov.bc.ca/cropprot/lateblighthg.
htm.

submitted
What better way to enjoy the 

changing of the season than going for 
a ride along the historic Slocan Valley 
Rail Trail? On Sunday, October 17, the 
Slocan Valley Heritage Trail Society 
would like to invite cyclists of all ages 
to come join them on an enjoyable ride 
along a portion of the 52-kilometre 
former CP Rail Trail. 

Fall brings out that late flash of 
colour which can turn an enjoyable ride 

Slocan Valley Heritage Trail Society hosts annual ride
into an explosion of hues and textures as 
the forest transitions into its pre-winter 
state. The ride will begin at noon at 
the Kennedy Road trailhead in Lemon 
Creek. Kennedy Road goes west off 
Highway 6, approximately 8 kilometres 
south of the Village of Slocan. From 
there cyclists will ride north along the 
Slocan River, viewing Valhalla Park 
and the Selkirk mountains in all their 
splendor. Perhaps the Artic swans will 
be returning for their winter nesting, 

who knows? 
The turnaround for the ride is at 

the gazebo on Slocan Lake, where 
refreshments will be waiting for riders 
before they return to the start location. 
The 20-kilometre ride should take 
between one and two hours. So why not 
join in for the ride? Dress for the weather 
and bring a water bottle. Donations for 
the SVHTS will always be gratefully 
accepted. For more information phone 
250-355-2397 or 250-226-0008.

submitted
WE Graham Community School 

welcomes Willo Treschow as the new 
artist in residence at the school. WE 
Graham School is active in embracing 
innovative projects that will enhance 
community involvement from Slocan 
City and surrounding areas with the 
school. Willoworks Clay Studio is the 
first major venture to enter the school 
this year. 

WE Graham hosts artist in residence
Willo will be teaching special art 

projects in the art room to the students of 
WE Graham, as well as offering similar 
projects to schools in the district that may 
be interested. She will also be offering 
adult drop-in classes and workshops to 
the community while she creates her own 
works in the studio space. 

Currently Willo is in her studio on 
Thursdays and Fridays from 9:30 am to 
4 pm. Entrance is on the north side of 

the school building, with signs posted. 
Willo and the school graciously ask 
that persons wanting to visit the studio 
or attend a class enter through this door 
only and not walk through the school. 

The schedule for adult classes will 
be available after October 15 and you 
can reach Willo for more information 
at 250-355-2844 or in her studio. Watch 
for posters and for schedule listings in 
the Valley Voice. 

submitted
Wednesday, September 22 was a 

wonderful day for the students of both 
WE Graham and Winlaw Elementary, 
who enjoyed an African drumming 
workshop presented by Milton Randall, 
PhD. 

Randall worked with Grades 4-10 
from both schools in one group of 
approximately 100 students and with 
50 K-3 students in another group. 

Slocan Valley students enjoy drumming workshop, equestrian demonstration
During his work, particularly with the 
older students, he also discussed music 
history, the importance of working 
together and being focused, and the 
negative results the sense of entitlement 
has on a society.

During the lunch break students 
walked the few blocks up to the equestrian 
grounds to watch a demonstration by 
world famous horse trainer Marion 
Weisskopff and her talented Andalusia 

stallion. This event was sponsored by 
the Slocan Valley Outrider’s Association.

In the afternoon the groups returned 
to their drumming sessions and at the end 
of the day the Grade 4-10 group gave a 
short performance to an audience made 
up of the K-3 class, parents and members 
of the public. Hopefully this will be only 
the first of many such days in which the 
two schools can enjoy group activities 
together.

Columbia Power recently provided a $1,100 sponsorship to the Crescent Valley fire Department to support the training of 
two new fire department volunteers in the first Responders program, which provides fire and police department personnel 

basic knowledge and skills to deal with critical situations involving airway, breathing and circulatory concerns before an 
ambulance can arrive. Pictured are Crescent Valley fire Department volunteers, Clayton Roy and Daniel Piederman, who 

will be taking the first Responders training, and Audrey Repin, Director of Community Relations for Columbia Power.


